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X 


^C|=-General  directions. 


Accidents  70,  116 

Adams,  John  Quincy  31,  55,  88,  99 

Adams,  John,  intercepted  letter  of  46; 
letter  on  sectarianism  137 

Abyssinia — Dr.  Rupple's  travels  in  168; 
mode  of  cutting  steaks  in  212 

African  colonization  society        167,  394 
Africa — expedition  to  south  199 

Agricultural  prospects  82 

Air  power  198 

Albright,  Peter  47 

Alexander,  John  148 

Alexandria,    D.    C.    phenomenon    184; 
storm  266;  prices  374,  396;  Gazette        176 
Algiers — capture  of  Massagran  and  Miis- 
taganem  104;  of  the  jealousy  of  the  Eng- 
lish 149;  retention  by  PVance  170 
Alliance  of  nations,  speculation  concern- 
ing the  27 
Alleghany  river,  source  of  the            133 
Allen,  lieut.  Wm.  II.  monumunt  to     40 
Aliens,  Messrs.  iS.  &  M.               415,  434 

Mabama — death  of  col.  Owens  7, 37, 143, 
159, 160, 290;  intruders  on  the  Cree.k  lands, 
correspondence,  &c.  61,  138,  139,  189;  at- 
torney general's  opinion  142;  brigade  orders 
138;  governor's  proclamation  144;  proceed- 
ings in  Lowndes  county  123;  do.  in  Macon 
county  160;  St.  Clair  county  court's  deci- 
sion 123,  143;  various  paragraphs  concern- 
ing 129,  138,  143, 159,  160,  193;  march  of 
troops  to  266;  desertion  of  the  soldier  who 
shot  Owens  290;  Mobile  132;  prosperity  of 
165;  crops  133,  161,  162,  211;  bank  debtors 
373;  vote  on  deposite  question  389;  Tus- 
curabia  rail  road  -    290 

Aliens,  Messrs.  failure  of  the  414 

AIniacks,  visit  to  57 

American  generals  85 

American  Fur  company  88, 118 

American  Colonization  society  122,  182 
American  Institute,  N.  Y.  129, 153 

American  stocks,  foreign  holders  of  178 
American  publishers  182,  217 

Americans  imprisoned  at  Leghorn     211 
Anecdotes  56,  87,  116,  182,  377 

Anti-nullification  and  cecession,  toasts 
drank  in  Richmond  1808  92 

Anti-temperance  meeting  6;  societies    8 
Anti-slavery,  meeting  at  New  York  111; 
do.  society  of  New  England  133 

88 
54 
56 
65,  77,  131, 193 
7 
55 


Ami- masonry 
Antommarchi,  Dr. 
Apples,  large 
Appointments 
Arkansas — election 
Armstrong,  S.  T. 

Army,  U.  S. — dragoons  5;  order  concern- 
ing officers  visiting  Washington  94;  list 
promotions,  &.C.  191;  troops  sent  to  Ala- 
bama 225 
Armory  at  Malta                                211 
Arson,  case  of  168 
Atrocities,  horrible  account  of  certain  21 2 
Attorney,  gen.  U.  S.  130 
Austria— loan  103;  disavowal  of  inter- 
ference in  affairs  of  Portugal  134;  fortresses 
repaired  170;  population  of  Vienna  378; 
prince  Esterhazy  dies                             416 
Balloon  ascensions                  66,  90, 114 
Ballard,  captain                            170,177 

Baltimore— shock  of  an  earthquake  at  4; 
attempts  at  murder  in  27, 193;  convictions 
148;  sentences  169;  celebration  of  the  12th 
of  September  33;  attractions  113;  working- 
men's  nominations  49,  150;  arrival  of  pas- 
sengers 52;  balloon  ascensions  66,  90,  113, 
114;  destruction  of  the  planing  inaoiiine82; 
Conradt's  carpet  factory  83;  inspections  of 
flour  100;  ship  building  130;  catholic  pro- 
vincial council  1.52;  visit  of  Mr.  Clay  98; 
Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  McLane  177;  phe- 
nomenon 184;  advantages  as  a  harbor  266; 
execution  of  certain  negroes  291;  new  bank 
project  295;  depositee,  nieeiing  at  Fell's 
Point  372;  memorials  390, 395, 396;  price  of 


For  things  happening  in  Great  Britain,  France,   &c.  or  the  several  states,  see  their  own 
proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  congress,  &c. 

British  affairs. 
Almack's  57;  ampliitlieatre  101;  appoint- 
ments 134;  army  183;  assizes  7J;  bank  of 
England,  renewal  ot  the  ciiarter  of  the  57, 
71,  103;  the  issues  of  the  13.3;  stamp  duty 
71;  blockade  ofLisbon  9;  Brougiiam,  lord, 
remark  on  tlie  currency  71;  philippic  against 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  200;  Buckingham 
palace  71;  chain  bridge  118;  cliancery 
forms  71;  do.  costs  168;  clieap  [tnblications 
118;  cholera  prevention  bill  71;  disappear- 
ance of  tiie  134;  reappearance211, 366;  coal, 
importation  ofS;  coasting  trade 7;  Codiing- 
ton,  C.  B.  117;  concerts  70;  crops  9;  de- 
bates in  pailianieni44;DonnaMaria27, 71, 
101,  134;  duii(;s  43,  103;  East  India  compa- 
ny 9,  71,  173;  executions  70,  133;  expendi- 
tures 133;  export  of  specie  242;  factory  la- 
bor bill  57,  88;  foi-geries^  366;  fruits  9;  gam- 
bling 8;  Germanic  confederacy  416;  house 
of  commons,  alterations  ill  the  44;  heir  to 
the  throne  8;  imports  and  exports  7;  Ire- 
land, outrages  in  9;  churel'.  temporalities  8, 
27,  .53;  fire  in  Dublin  57,  71;  compensation 
to  clergy  27,  57;  grand  Jury  bill  71;  recall  of 
Anglesey  57,  102;  successor  of  1.34;  disease 
183;  distress  416;  Jews,  disabilities  of  the 
9,  27,  89;  king,  speech  ofthe  101;  Lander's 
'expedition  37,71,101,119;  legislation  57; 
libel  416;  London,  university  118;  popula- 
tion 378;  railways  4;  markets  44,  71,  133, 
212;  manufactures  242;  monopolies  67; 
More,  Miss  Hannah,  dt  ath  of  134;  navy, 
force  of  the  9,  168,  213;  do.  architecture 
27;  P»Iediterranean  force  416;  newspaper 
stamps  9;  north  western  boundary  27; 
O'Conhell,  Mr.  19,  27,  59,  183,  211,  366, 
parliament  56,  101,  103,416;  Dr.  Philpot's 
speech  53;  P.  O.  regulations  44;  pugilist's 
trial  52;  princess  Victoria  56;  reforms  168; 
rents  53;  revenue  183;  Russian  influence 
416;  salaries  53;  Scotch  harvests  134;  ship- 
wrecks 101,117,169;  slave  emancipation 
bill  9,  27, 56,  57,  58,  71;  specie  exported  71; 
speech,  a  moving  53;  stamp  forgeries  71; 
tithes  416;  Thelluson's  estate  44,  45;  trade 
with  U.  S.  and  Canada  44;  do.  with  China 
57,  102;  watchword  at  N,  O.  121;  Welling- 
ton's protest  against  the  emancipation  bill 
102;  Wellesley,  marquis  103,  170;  Wilber- 
force,  Mr.  death  of  9 

Buchanan,  James  17,  177 

Bunker,  captain  187 

Burges,  Tristram  22,  27,  100 

Burning  of  slaves  180;  burning  spring 

427 
Burr,  col.  Aaron  198 

Butler.  Elizur  105 

Butler^  Benj.  F.  193,  236 

Cabinet  movements  26 

Cabinet  changes  172;  rumors  of  150,  410, 

426 
Calhoun,  John  C.  93, 159, 240 

Camel  leopard  26 

Campbell,  John  W.  death  of  88 

Camelions  56 

Camel's  hair  shawl  118 

Canals — Ohio  and  Erie  8;  Schuylkill  23; 
Pennsylvania  35,  181,  292;  Lehigh  181; 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  52,  84,  377;  N. 
York  59,  60, 148, 292;  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
84,  199,  200;  afl'ray  on  the  366,  382,  S99;  De- 
laware and  Raritan  107;  Morris  181;  Dela- 
ware 181;  great  project  for  a  sloop  canal 
202;  Delaware  and  Hudson  396 

Canada — population,  wealth,  &c.24, 105, 

183;  salaries  .52;  affray  70;  co.«ts  of  court 

183;  imports  70;  commerce  72;  bears  118; 

failuics  149;  ('migration  168;  fire  211;  Long 

Point  channel  290;  new  slate  house  362; 

governor's  prerogative  394 

Cass,  Lewis  19 

Carey,  Lea  St  Co.  217 

Carey,  Mathew  382 

Carlisle  Volunteer  aijd  the  deposites  373 

Cash  duties  146- 


flour  374;  specie  arrives  416;  loan  not  ta- 
ken 396,41rf;  Susquehannah  bankofBalti- 
iriore,  run  on  the  415;  failures  in  415;  ho- 
nors to  Mr.  Wirt  435 
Banks — Bank  of  England,  discounts  of 
the  37,  133,  428;  number  of  in  U.  S.  39; 
bank  U.  S.  judge  Johnson's  eulogy  on  the 
51:  removal  of  deposites  33,  51,  81,97;  pre- 
sident's manifesto  73;  U.  S.  directors'  re-, 
port  77;  do.  do.  memorial  277;  Duane's  ex- 
position 236;  directors,  report  of  248;  ap- 
pointment ofthe  390;  direction  of  do.  331; 
Missouri  circular  97;  contingent  draughts 
326;  Mr.  Taney's  report  on  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  258;  discounts  388,  395,  410, 
434;  liberality  of  389;  insidious  charge 
against.  390;  condition  ofthe  345,  364;  divi- 
dend 331;  povver  of  the  352;  pension  fund 
agency  331,  409,  416,  426;  resolutions  of 
state  legislatures  on  the  deposite  question, 
of  Ni'w-York  370;  of  New-Jersey  3*0;  of 
Ohio  371;  of  Virginia  436;  branches  of  the, 
at  Washington  166,  295;  at  Fayetteville 
145;  at  Nashville  166;  at  New  York  97, 
19.5;  at  Mobile  165,  373;  at  New  Orleans 
165;  at  Savannah  295;  at  Charleston 
390;  remonstrances  of  certain  against 
the  reduction  of  discounts  434;  orders  of 
the  434;  incendiary  paragraphs  concern- 
ing the  296,  395,  396;  contingent  checks 
296,  305;  fees  to  lawyers  296;  memorials, 
resolutions,  &c.  298,  390,  391,  395,  396, 
397,  436;  Kendall's  N.  Y.  correspondence 
299;  Manhattan  81,  98,  166,  296,  345,  433; 
conduct  of  certain  166, 195;  deposite  banks 
81,  97,  296,  389,  396;  Girard  bank  98;  bank- 
ing capital  of  Philadelphia  1.32;  broken 
banks  39,  309;  Western  bank  of  Philadel- 
phia 182;  new  banks  projected  295,  296, 

372,  373;  New  York  banks,  condition  of 
certain  373,  annual  report  373,  439;  run 
upon  Chemical  bank  389;  contract  with  the 
new  deposite  272;  discount  on  notes  331, 

373,  374;  meetings  on  the  deposite  ques- 
tion 371,  372,  387,  .395,  397,  413,  414,  436; 
the  post  note  of  the  Metropolis  346;  failure 
ofthe  Washington,  N.  J.  373;  Susquehan- 
nah bank  of  Baltimore,  run  on  415;  District 
of  Columbia  notes,  transmission  of  to  the 
west  389;  Planters'  bank  of  Tennessee  389: 
Union  bank  of  Maryland  389;  Mechanics' 
bank  of  N.  Y.  and  the  pension  agency  426; 
Mr.  Garland's  remarks  395;  delegations 
sent  to  Washington  397,  436;  the  presi- 
dent's views  376;  see  congress,  &.c. 

Baptists,  numbers  in  the  U.  S.  209 

Barbour,  judge  19 

Battle,  trial  by  211 

Bavarian  monument  87 

Bayard,  James  A.  390 

Beauty  and  booty  121, 202 


Belgium— prince  born  9;  affairs  with  Hol- 
land 57, 117,  134,  ]35,  170,  183,  212.  242; 
arrival  of  Gen.  St.  Cyr  '    212 

Benson,  Egbert,  death  of  8,  27,  96 

Bennett,  J.  G.  306 

Benton,  Mr.  361 

Bibles,  distribution  of  150 

Pills  on  England,  price  of  309 

Black  Hawk  11,94 

Blair,  F.  P.  26 

Blair  and  Bennett,  courtesies  of  39 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon  31,  58 

Books,  value  of  certain  old  •    170 

Boston— institution  for  the  blind  25;  du- 
ties paid  at  51;  tin?  Lord's  day  54;  expendi^ 
tures  100;  fire  at82;  improvements  148, 165; 
insurance  capital  118;  exportation  of  spe- 
cie 169;  mechanics'  festival  169;  reception 
oCMr.  Cl.ay,  &c.  184;  remarks  ofthe  Boston 
Post  296;  improvements  148;  elections  180, 
292;  rice  mill  197;  deposite  meeting  at  346, 
372;  deposite  btinks  389;  distress  in  390; 
failures  415,  434;  the  Courier  and  the  mo 
nev  pressure  373 

Bouldin,  Mr.  death  of  409 

Brackcnridgc,  H.  M.  toL.  McLane  221 


IXBEX. 


Ill 


Cttndle,  a  m.-ui  killed  by  a  27 

Casually,  a  sitraiige  case  of  5J 

UiAtecliiiiiJ,  Russian  120 

Caucuci,  Enrico,  iloalli  of  53 

C[iaitil)ers,  Exi;kitl  l'\  5 

Ciiam  biidge  ill  VV'aluti  118 

CUaiicery  court,  co^ts  in  tlic  Uiitisli    lliS 
Cliauucoy,  coumiocioie  178 

<JI)esapeali«,  tlie^iiii),  and  the  Ganges    B 
Clieck,  an  aitoicd  one  377 

China — Unusii  regulating  of  trade    173 
ChickeHti,  iJ4urlaliiy  amongst  51 

UliuilesX.  71 

Cljolera— death  of  chickens  by  the  51;  at 
London  211;  in  Spain  114,  134,  170,  178, 
212;  in  Great  UriUiin  1,  71,  211,  3^6;  at  lla- 
gLTslowii  98;  L(;xington  I;  Coluinlius  3.3, 
51;  MillersbursytS;  Campiiaciiy  1;  Yucatan 
1;  J..isbon  9;  Mexico  17,  64,  13U;  UubaS^i; 
in  Missouri  8o;  at  New  (Orleans  54,98,  114, 
148;  Aliaka}ia.s  148;  in  Spain  114,  134,  170, 
178,  2 12;  at  Pans  170 

Chiislianity,  McCaulcy's  eulogy  on  199 
Ciuy,  Henry  19,  82;  his  eastern  lour,  &c. 
98,  99,  113,114, 129,  145,  174,  177,  184,  193, 
214,226,241,305,345 
Clayton,  A.  S.  on  cotton  seed  oil    30,  33 
Coal— Potomac  trade  5,200;  imports  into 
London  8;  mine  discovered  in  Virginia  56; 
English  trade  in  68;  Pensylv'a  83,  181,  290 
Cohbett,  William  10 

Coinage,  Mexican  134;  French  101 

Coke,  lieut.  50 

Colburn,Zeiah  69 

Colleges  194 

Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  U.  S — 
N.  Fork  35,  51;  Boston  51;  Philad.  132 

Commission  merchants,  acceptances  re- 
fused by  434 

Congress. 
Adams,  Mr.  of  Mass.  293,  348,  370,  381, 
430,432;  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
293;  Allan,  Mr.  of  Ky.  229,  230,  231,  270, 
413;  Alabama  and  the  U.  S.— call  for  in- 
structions to  Indian  agents  268;  Mr.  Lew- 
is's resolution  concerning  the  difference 
between  334,  429,  430;  appointment  of 
committees  229;  appropriations  332,  348, 
369,  370,  382, 412, 433;  conference  .369,  378, 
379;  report  of  the  381,  382;  amendments  of 
the  senate  369,370;  Archer,  Mr.  236,270, 
381,382,408;  eulogy  on  Mr.  Bouldin  413; 
army  275,  348,  432,  433;  armory  381;  Ash- 
ley, Mr.  248,  310;  assay  offices  293 

Banks— Bank,  U.  S.  secretary  of  the 
treasury's  reasons  for  removing  the  depo- 
siies  236;  Mr.  Benton's  call  for  information 
244;  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  to  do.  245;  his 
call  for  copy  of  president's  bank  manifesto 
245,  246;  his  resolutions  calling  for  copies 
of  Mr.   Crawford's  correspondence    268, 

269,  310,  349,  369;  his  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  disnnssal  of  Mr.  Duane,  and 
the  insufficiency  of  Mr.  Taney's  reasons 
349;  Mr.  Benton's  amendment  to  do.  332, 
333;  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolutions  to  send 
for  persons,  &c.  405;  the  report  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  248;  U.  S.  directors'  nienio- 
rial,  presentation  of  the  269;  reference270; 
the  memorial  277;  discounts  of  the  428; 
anent's  correspondence  with  certain  banks, 
call  for  the  268;  pension  fund  and  the  408, 
408,  428,  429,  432,  437;  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, &c.  presented  concernins  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  &c.  271,  310,  312,333, 
36^  379,  380,  381,  406,  407,408,411,412, 
413,  427,  428,429,  4-30,431,  432;  dishonored 
notes  331;  d(>'posite  banks,  call  for  returns 
from  407;  Mr.  Ewing's  plan  for  a  na- 
tional bank  271.  For  the  speeches,  see 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  respectivehi. 
Barringer,  Mr.  370;  Barnitz,  Mr.  293; 
Barb.T,  Mr.  413;  Beardsley,  Mr.  235,236, 

270,  349,  382,  408,  430;  Bell,  Mr.  of  Tenn. 
428;  Bell,  Mr.  of  N.  H.  428;.  remarks  on 
presenting  the  Port-=njouth  petition  428; 
Benton,  Mr.  228,  229,  242,  244,  245,  246, 
310,  331,  332,  348,  357,  411;  Bibh,  Mr.  228, 
246,411,  429;  Binney,  Mr.  248.  310,  333, 
3.34,  335,  348,  412;  Black,  Mr.  292;  Blair, 
Mr.  of  S.  C.  293;  Bouldin,  Mr.  370,  408; 
death  of  412,  413;  Mr.  Archer's  eulogy  on 
413;  funeral  honors  to  413;  Mr.  Wise's  re- 
marks on  the  death  of  429;  bounty  lands, 
prayer  of  certain  officers  for  432;  Brown, 
Mr.  370,  428;  Bruce,  John  233;  Buekner, 
Mr.  228;  Bullard,  Mr.  269,335;  Burges,  Mr. 


230,  270,  432;  remarks  on  presenting  the 
Providinice  memorial  430 

Callioun,  Mr.  229,244,  245,  293,  347,  429; 
Cambrfleng,  Mr.  2la,  333,  348,  349,  412, 
130,  432;  canals,  Chesap(;ake  and  Uliio2()9, 
270,  293,  413;  Portland  and  Louisville  292; 
t.'arr,  ftlr.  270,  132;  chaplains  to  the  house 
235,  2 17;  do.  to  the  senate  245;  Chambers, 
Mr.  of  Pennsylvania  412;  Chambers,  Mr. 
ofMd.  2-28,  310,  348,404,406,407,412,429; 
resolution  calling  for  slaltnu^nis  of  the  de- 
posile  banks  407;  remarks  on  presenting 
the  Baltimore  memorial  412;  Chilton,  Mr. 
235,  2-18,  271,  310, 348,  370,382,432;  Cliinn, 
Mr.  370,  381;  Choale,Mr.  269;  Clay,  Mr.  ol 
Ky.  228,  229,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  247, 
257,  268,  269,  293,  309,  310,  333,  346,  347, 
307,  4U8,  407,  411,  428,  429;  his  remarks  on 
the  death  of  J.  S.  Johnston  229;  his  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Benton's  resolution  245;  his 
call  for  the  president's  bank  manifesto 245, 
246;  his  call  for  Mr.  Crawford's  correspon- 
dence 268, 269,  310, 349, 369;  his  resolutions 
concerning  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Duane, 
and  the  insufficiency  of  Mr.  1'aney's  rea- 
sons 349;  his  speech  349;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ala- 
bama, 247,248,  310,  311,  348,  430;  Clayton, 
Mr.  of  Geo.  248,  270;  Clayton,  Mr.  of  Del. 
268;  clerk  to  the  house  231,  311,  312,  333; 
coins,  the  relative  value  of  the  293;  coloni- 
zation society  369;  committees,  of  the  se- 
nate 229,  244,  245,  247,  268,  269,  333,  378; 
orconference378, 379;  do.  of  the  house  236, 
269,293,  294;  Conner,  Mr.  293;  constitution 
U.S.  amendments  of  the  248, 293;  contest- 
ed elections,  of  Letcher  and  Moore  228, 
229,  230,  231,  235,  236,  247;  of  Bobbins  and 
Potter  228,  229,  244;  Clark's  compilation  of 
.348;  Cramer,  Mr.  408;  Crawford,  Mr.  call 
for  certain  correspondence,  of  268,  309; 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  call  for  information 
concerning  the  trade  of  294;  currency,  res- 
toration of  metallic  381 

Davis,  Mr.  of  Mass.  236,  270,  294,  333, 
348,  349;  speech  on  the  removal  of  a  clerk 
311;  Davis,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  334,  433;  debates 
of  the  federal  constitution,  copies  to  be  fur- 
nished 310;  debates,  in  the  senate,  on  the 
contested  election  ofR.  I.  senator 228, 229; 
on  the  president's  veto  on  the  public  lands 
bill  229, 242;  on  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittees 229,  244,  245;  on  Mr.  Benton's  re- 
solution relative  to  the  U.  S.  bank  244,245, 
332;  on  Mr.  Clay's  call  for  the  president's 
bank  manifesto  246,  267;  on  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury's  reasons  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  293,  310,  349,  400;  on  the  se- 
cretary's answer  to  Mr.  Clay's  call  309;  on 
Mr.  Benton's  proposition  to  examine  Mr. 
Biddle  333;  on  the  treasury  tariff  instruc- 
tions 346;  on  the  presentation  of  the  Boston 
memorial  367;  on  the  presentation  of  va- 
rious other  memorials  423;  on  the  presen- 
tation of  the  ATew  York  resolutions  400;  on 
do.  do.  New  Yotk  memorials  407,411;  on 
the  U.  S.  bank's  pension  agency  406;  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  con- 
tested election  of  Messrs.  Letcher  and 
Moore  229,  238;  on  reference  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury's  reasons  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  deposites  248,  313,  319;  on 
the  removal  of  Noah  Fletcher  by  the  clerk 
311;  on  presenting  the  Providence  memo- 
rial in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites 430;  on  presenting  the  Moyamensing 
resolutions  431;  Denny,  Mr.  381 ,  412;  Deca- 
tui*,  Susan  333;  directors,  U.  S.  bank,  con- 
cerning the  367;  discriminating  duties  in 
Spanish  ports  294;  District  of  Columbia  310, 
335,  346;  documents,  rescinding  former  or- 
der concerning  333;  Du/ican,  Mr.  294; 
duties  on  hardware  292,  on  hinges         432 

Elections  contested,  Letcher  and  Moore 

228,  229,  230  231,  236,  247;  Robbins  and 
Potter  228,  229,  244;  election  of  president 
and  vice-pres.,amendmentof  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  246;  Ellsworth,  Mr.  231,  381; 
Elliott's  debates  348;  "  endless  life,"  disco- 
verers of  4J2;  Everett,  Mr.  of  Mass.  294, 
312,  370,  381;  Everett,  Mr.  of  Ver.  370, 
381;  Ewing,  Mr.  of  Ind.  270,  271,  367;  Ew- 
ing,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  228,  310,  369;  executive 
business      268,  293,  310.  347,  389,  379,  411 

Fletcher,  Noah  311,  312,  333,  348;  Foot, 
Mr.  270,  370,  430;  force  act,  repeal  of  the 

229,  244,  245,  293;  Forsyth,  Mr.  245,246, 
269,  293,  309,  3-33,  347,  369,  378,  379,  380, 
406,  407,  412,  428,  429;   fortifications  433; 


Foster,  Mr.  334,370;  Freiinghuysen,  Mr, 
228,  3;>3,  346,  347,  407;  his  remarks  on  pre- 
senting tlie  Newark  memorial  379;  French 
claims  245,  268,  310,  332 

Galbraith,  Mr.  430;  Gamble,  Mr.  370;  Gil- 
mer, Mr.  413,  430;  Gojliam,  Mr.  270,  293, 

381,  432;  Gordon,  Mr.  293;  government  di- 
rectors' memorial,  presentation  ol  269;  mo- 
tion to  refer  it  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  270;  Graham,  Mr.  431;  Great 
'riiiinton  river  311;  Grennell,  Mr.  235, 334, 
382;  Grundy,  Mr.  228,  229,  244,  245,  247, 

267,  269,  331,  333,  381,  40G,  407,  408 
Hall,  Mr.  of  N.  C.  381;  Hannegan,  Mr. 
270,  382;  Hardin,  Mr.  236,  293,  310,370; 
Harper,  Mr.  of  Pa.  430;  remarks  on  pre- 
senting the  cordwainers'  memorial  430; 
Havves,  Mr.  235,  2'/0,  381;  Heath,  Mr.  pre- 
sents the  Baltimore  memorial  431;  Hen- 
dricks, Mr.  429;  Hill,  Mr.  428;  house  of 
representatives,  organization  of  229;  elec- 
tion of  officers  231;  Hubbaid,Mr.  231,  236, 

382,  408;  Hudson  river,  improvement  of 
335,432;  Huntington,  Mr.  236,  370,381,  430 

Indiana,  resolutions  in  favor  of  certain 
improvements  in  the  Ohio  river  432;  In- 
dians and  Indian  affairs  348;  call  for  in- 
structions to  certain  agents  268;  liabilities 
of  the  U.  S.  to  the  several  tribes,  &c.  381, 
382;  instructions  to  foreign  ministers  and 
agents  370;  int.  improvements  270,  333,  432 

Jarvis,  Mr.  270;  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  ho- 
nors to  228;  Johnson,  Mr.  of  Md.  294;  John- 
son^ Mr.  of  Ky.  433;  Jones,  Mr.  of  Geo.  236, 
270,  334,  348,  370,  433 

Kane,  Mr.  228,  242, 293,  333,  369;  Kava- 
nagh,  Mr.  293;  Kent,  Mr.  228, 293,  333,369; 
proposition  to  amend  the  constitution  293; 
Kentucky  resolutions  429,  431;  King,  Mr. 
of  Ala.  228,  229,  292,  333,  369,  429,  King, 
Mr.  of  Geo.  310;  King,  Mr.  of  Pa.  430,  432; 
Knight,  Mr.  428 

Lands,  the  public,  concerning  Mr.  Clay's 
bill  229,  242,  244,  247;  of  the  president's 
veto  242;  the  veto  285;  price  244;  grant  to 
Alabama  244;  do.  to  Missouri  245,  293;  gra- 
duation, price  of  270,  310;  pre-emption 
right  270;  sales  to  actual  settlers  270;  set- 
tlers on  292;  abolition  of  auction  sales 
270;  certain  to  be  brought  into  the  market 
292;  registering  of  patents  293;  Lane,  Mr. 
of  Ind.  235,  270,  370,  431;  leaden  statues, 
importation  of  294;  Lee,  Mr.  N.  J,  293; 
Letcher,  Mr.  229, 230, 231, 236, 247;  Lewis, 
Mr.  of  Ala.  334,  430;  Linn,  Mr.  268,  292, 
293;  list  of  members  227;  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal  244, 292;  Louisiana,  Spanish 
titles  to  land  in  333;  Lyon,  Mr.  L.  270, 432; 
Lytle,  Mr.  382 

Manufactures,  hardware  379;  hinges.  &c. 
432;  Mangum,  Mr.  228,  247,  269,  333,' 346, 
347,411,428,429;  Mann,  Mr.  of  Pa.  293; 
Mann,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  370,  382,  431;  Mardis, 
Mr.  335;  Marshall,  Mr.  230,  235;  marine 
hospital,  at  Portland  335;  Mason,  Mr.  433; 
McDuffie,  Mr.  247,  248,  270,  271,  293,  294, 
370,  432,  4-33;  speech  on  removal  of  depo- 
sites 319;  McKay,  Mr.  433;  McKennan,  Mr. 
236,  270,  370;  McKean,  Mr.  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 244,  268,  310,  332,  379,  406,  411,  429; 
McKiin,  Mr.  of  Md.  248,  271,  370,  413; 
McKinley,  Mr.  248,  334,  408,  430;  meet- 
ing of  congress  228;  members,  list  of  227, 
absent  230;  Mercer,  Mr.  270,311;  messages 
of  the  president,  on  the  public  lands  229, 
269;  his  veto  285;  on  the  call  for  his  bank 
manifesto  247;  the  annual  231;  on  the  pre- 
sents from  the  emperorof  Morocco  335;  on 
the  U.  S.  bank's  pension  agency  406;  me- 
tallic currency  381;  mint.  United  States 
293,  349;  Missouri,  grant  of  land  to  244, 24.5; 
31oore,  Mr.  of  Ala.  229,  243,  244,  268; 
Moore,  Mr.  of  Ky.  contested  election  of 
229,  2.30,  231,  2.36,  247:  Moore,  Mr.  of  Va. 
349;  Morris,Thomas'228,  347,  429;  Muh- 
lenburg,  Mr.  236,  412,  432 

Nandain,  Mr.  228;  navy  and  naval,  con- 
struction of  two  vessels  270;  appropria- 
tions 348,  349;  newspapers  for  members 
235;  New  York  chamber  of  commerce,  me- 
morial of  the  335;  new  members,  supply 
of  books  for  408;  N.  Carolina  memorial  428 

Officers  of  the  late  war  432;  Ohio,  resolu- 
tions on  the  deposite  question  of  347;  im- 
provement of  the  river  432;  Owens,  Har- 
deman, inquiry  as  to  the  death  of  430,  432 

Paper  money  system,  memorials  against 
412,  432;  Fatten,  Mr.  247,  270,  431;  pa- 
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tents  294,  Pearce,  Mr.  236, 430^  pensions 
and  pensioners  310,  370,  381,    408,    413; 
pension  agency  in  Alabama  244;  pension 
agency  and  the  U.  S.  bank  406,  408,  428, 
429;  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  416;   report  ot 
majority  of  the  committee  437;  presen- 
tation  of  the    counter   report  432;    Mr. 
Adam's  call  for  information  432;  Pennsyl- 
vania legislature,  resolutions  in  favor  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  270;  Pey- 
ton, Mr.  270,  408;  Pinckney,  Mr.  248,  293, 
294,348,431;  Plummer,  Mr.  247;  Poindex- 
ter,  Mr.  228,  229,  243,  244,  246,  268,  293, 
333,  346,  347,  348,  367,  369,  378,  379,  406, 
407,  429;  resolution  calling  for  causes  of  a 
certain  delay,  &c.  378;  resolutions  on  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  405,  407; 
Polk,  Mr.  231,  235,  236,  248,  270,  271,  310, 
312,  333;  speech  of  313, 335,  369,  370,  381, 
382,  412,  433;  post  office  department,  Mr. 
Grundy's  resolutions  concerning  269;  an- 
nual reports  374,  375;  restoring  of  certain 
funds  270;  Mr.  Ewing's  (of  Ohio)  call  for 
amount  of  borrowed  money  310;  account 
of  borrowed  money  332;  transmission  of 
books,  &c.  333,  346;  failures  in  the  N.  O. 
mails  333;  do.  in  the  eastern  381;  annual 
reports  374;  statement  of  postage  received 
381;  Porter,  Mr.  332,  333,  378,  408;  Poller, 
Mr.  228,  333, 346;  Potomac  bridge  335;  pre- 
sents from  the  emperor  of  Morocco  332, 
335;  to  our  foreign  agents  346,  369;  call  for 
certain  instructions  concerning  370;  presi- 
dent of  the  senate,  pro  tem.  228,  229,  244; 
president  of  the  senate  268,  292,  309.  310; 
president  and  vice  president,  election  of 
the  246,  248;  president's  message,  motion 
of  reference  of  to  committees  247,248;  pre- 
sident, the,  his  annual  message  to  congress 
231;  reference  to  committees  236,  248;  on 
the  public  lands  bill  229;  committee  there- 
on 269;  the  veto  275;  on  the  call  for  his 
bank  manifesto  247;  on  the  presents  of  the 
emperor  of  Morocco  332;  on  the  U.  S.  bank 
and  the  pension  agency  406,  408;  Preston, 
Mr.  244,  346,  369,  379,  412,  428;  previous 
question,  calls  for  270,  348,  432;  intimation 
concerning  the  408;  public  buildings,  ap- 
propriations for  the  293;  public  lands,  Mr. 
Clay's  bill  229, 244;  graduation  of  price  244, 
270;   concerning  grant  to  Alabama   244; 
price  of  270;  Mr.  Poindexter's  call  for  in- 
formation 268;  pre-emption  rights  270;  sales 
to  actual  settlers  270;  auction  sales       270 
Rail  roads,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  348,  370, 
381;  Randolph,  Mr.  413;  relief  to  merchants 
347,  348,  367,  411;  Reed,  Mr.  of  Mass.  381; 
removal  of  the  deposites  236, 247,  248,  268, 
270,  271,  293,  294,  310,  331,  332,  333,  335, 
346,  347,  348,  349,  367,  369,  370,  378,  379, 
380,  381,  406,  407,  408,  429,  430,  432,  433; 
memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  presented  for 
and  against  the  271,  310,  312, 333,  369,  379, 
380,  381,  406,  407,  408,  411,  412,  413,  427, 
428,429,430,431,  432;  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tions 245,  246,  268,  269,  310,  349,  369,  407; 
Mr.  McDuffie's  instructions  271,  335,  370, 
432;  Mr.  Chilton's  do.  271;  Mr.  Jones'  do. 
349;  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  332, 348;  his 
report  407,  418;  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolu- 
tions 405, 407;  revenue,  inquiry  concerning 
the  411;  reports,  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, on  the  removal  of  deposites  236, 2S8; 
on  the  finances  272;  on  sugar  cane  236;  of 
the  treasurer,  his  annual  236;  of  the  clerk 
of  the  house,  disbursements  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  236;  of  the  secretary  of  war,  his 
annual  275;  of  the  postmaster  general,  his 
annual  374;  statement  of  nett  receipts  for 
a  year  381;  of  the  commissioner  of  public 
buildings  293;  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
his  annual  300,  of  Mr.  Webster  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  depositee  418;  of  Mr.  Polk  on 
the  pension  agency  437;  Rhode  Island  sena- 
tor, contested  seat  of  228,  229;  Rives,  Mr. 
348,  367,  412;  Robbins,  Mr.  228,  229,  244; 
Rockville  road  294;  rules  of  the  house  231, 
236, 247,  270, 293;  do.  of  the  senate        245 

Sandy  creek  and  Salmon  river  311; 
Schley,  Mr.  293,  370;  secretaries  of  the 
treasury,  call  for  copies  of  commissions  of 
310;  secretary  of  the  treasury  229,  236;  re- 
port on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  258; 
his  annual  report  on  the  finances  272;  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  annual  report  300;  con- 
tracts and  purchases  348;  secretary  of  war, 
his  annual  report  275;  contingent  expenses 
348;  Selden,  Mr.  270,  294,  333,  335,  318, 


408,  412,  430,  432;  senate,  list  of  membei'S 
227;  organization  of  228;  election  of  offi- 
cers 244;  president  pro  tem.  228,  229,  244, 
245;  Shepley,  Mr.  228,  347,  348,369,379, 
406;  Silsbee,  Mr.  369,  379;  Singleton,  Mr. 
Thomas  D.  248;  slavery  346,  380,  381; 
Smith,  Mr.  ofConn. 228, 369;  Southard,  Mr. 
244,  332,  333,  335,  346,  347;  speaker  of  the 
house  230,  231,  247,  269,  293,  311,  412;  ad- 
dress on  tiiking  the  chair  231;  speaker's 
vote  247;  reversal  of  a  former  decision  412; 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  312,  432; 
points  of  order  431;  decisions  of  the  432; 
Speight,  Mr.  270,  348,  382,  412;  Sprague, 
Mr.  229,  244,  245,331,  346,379,380,381, 
406,  429;  steamboat  navigation,  security  of 
269,  293;  great  projects  for  333;  Stevenson, 
Mr.  230;  Stewart,  Mr.  of  Pa.  236,  269,  270, 
334,  413;  remarks  on  the  Baltimore  memo- 
rial 413;  StoddertjMr.  370;  stocks,  redemp- 
tion of  certain  294,  333,  348;  Sutherland, 
Mr.  231,  270, 412,  430,  431;  Swift,  Mr.  228 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  228,  381,404,411,429; 
tariff  292,  432;  treasury  instructions  346, 
347,  348,  349;  hardware,  modification  of 
duties  on  379;  materials  for  an  iron  steam- 
boat 381;  Tipton,  Mr.  228;  Tompkins,  Mr. 
431;  tonnage,  American  and  foreign  379; 
trade  with  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  294;  trea- 
sury department,  the  treasurer's  report 
229,  236;  the  secretary's  annual  report  272; 
his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposites  258; 
of  the  second  report  on  do.  346;  instruc- 
tions to  collectors  347,  348,  349;  called  for 
copies  of  commissions  of  certain  secreta- 
ries 332;  of  the  repeal  of  a  certain  act  for 
the  collection  of  revenue  269;  call  for  cer- 
tain information  connected  with  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  348;  reply  to  do.  379; 
Turner,  Mr.  293;  Tyler,  Mr.  228,  269,  407, 
429;  remarks  on  presenting  the  Richmond 
memorial  429 

Vanderpool,  Mr.  270,  381;  Vance,  Mr. 
433;  veto  power  of  the  president,  Mr.Kent's 
amendment  293;  Kentucky  resolutions  on 
the  431;  vice  president,  address  on  taking 
his  seat  268;  do.  concerning  order  310;  va- 
rious 346,  369;  clearing  the  galleries  369; 
Vinton,  Mr.  370 

Wabash  river,  improvement  of  the  429; 
Waggaman,  Mr.  268,  332;  Wardwell,  Mr. 
231,  235,  311;  Ward,  Mr.  293;  warehousing 
system  412.  430;  Watmough,  Mr.  270,  412, 
431 ;  Wayne,  Mr.  230,  247,  248,  382;  Web- 
ster, Mr.  of  Mass.  244,  245,  246,  247,  269, 
293,332,346,348,367,  369,  378,  379,  381, 
406,  407,  408,  411,  428,  429;  remarks  con- 
cerning the  U.  S.  directors  367;  do.  on  pre- 
senting the  Boston  resolutions  367;  do.  do. 
New  Bedford  do.  378:  reply  to  Mr.  Wilkins 
.380;  his  speeches  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright 
403,  407;  do.  do.  to  Mr.  Tallmadge  405;  his 
motion  concerning  Mr.  Clay's  2d  resolu- 
tion 407;  his  resolution  inquiring  into  the 
effect  of  the  pressure  on  the  revenue  411; 
his  report  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
418;  his  comparative  statement  between 
U.  S.  bank  and  bank  of  England  428;  West 
India  and  North  American  colonial  trade 
310,  331,  348,  379;  West  Point  academy, 
abolition  of  the  381;  admission  into  382; 
White,  Mr.  of  Tenn.  228;  Whittlesey,  Mr. 
o(  Ohio  236, 293, 294,  348;  White,  Mr.  C.  P. 
270,  293,  430;  White,  Mr.  of  Lou.  270,293; 
Williams,  Mr.  231,  312;  Wilde,  Mr.  248, 
293,381,382,412,432,  4.33;  Wilkins,  Mr. 
310,  332,  346,  369,  406,  407,  408,  428,  429; 
remarks  on  presenting  the  Pittsburgh  me- 
morial 380;  Wirt,  Mr.  429,  433;  Wise,  Mr. 
247,  293,  381,  408, 413;  his  remarks  on  Mr. 
BouldiH's  death  429;  Wright,  Mr.  Silas  228, 
229,  244,  292,  332,  369,  381,  406,  407,  427, 
428;  his  speech  on  presenting  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  New  York  legislature  397;  do. 
do.  the  New  York  memorial  407 

Yeas  and  Nays. 

In  the  senate — On  Mr.  Robbins  contested 
election  228;  on  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees 245,  247;  on  Mr.  Clay's  call  for  a 
copy  of  the  president's  bank  manifesto  247; 
on  Mr.  Benton's  amendment  to  Mr.  Clay's 
resolutions  (deposite)  333 

In  the  house  of  representatives — on  the 
reference  of  the  government  directors' me- 
morial to  committee  of  ways  and  means 
270;  on  the  reconsideration  of  the  refer- 
ence of  Mr.  Taney's  reasons  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  270;  on  taking  the  pre- 


vious question  on  the  deposite  questia* 
432;  on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Taney's  re> 
sons  to  the  comnuitee  of  ways  and  meair- 
433;  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  West 
Point  academy  381;  on  the  reference  of  the 
N.  Y.  memorial  concerning  the  deposites 
408;  on  the  pension  agency  408 

Congress— state  of  parties  in  21,182;  list 
of  members  227;  dictation  to,  by  certain 
editors  373.     See  congress. 
Congress  of  northern  nations  71, 134, 135, 
169, 170,  184 
Connecticut — Yale    college    commence- 
ments, 194;  Indian  titles  in  69;  silk  culture 
116;  phenomenon  200;  reception  of  Mr. 
Clay  214;   death  of  Normand  Smith  290; 
factories,  discharge  of  hands    373,  396,  434 
Contingent  draughts  296,297,305 

Contracts,  law  of  101 

Convicts,  tabular  statement  of  168 
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Durant's  ascensions  66,  90, 114 

Duels  56 

Duties  and  their  operation  on  revenue  84 
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gambling  in  stocks  17,209;  Girard's  will 
113;  government,  and  what  it  is            209 
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Ein.incipation  of  slaves                       210 
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Florida — cotton  crop                              148 
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peake 8 
Gaston,  Mr,                              36,  85,  178 
Gennessee  river,  source  of  tiie            133 

Georgia — major  Camp  killed  7;  gold 
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hounds  to  8:  do.  of  hat  36:  do.  shawl  56: 
reasons   for   rfmnving    the   deposites   73: 
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ft^-This  is  the  "season  of  documents"  and  of  docu- 
mentary papers — a  season  at  which  the  partial  command 
that  we  have  over  the  contents  of  our  pages  is  prostrated 
by  the  "rush  of  matter,"  imperiously  demanding  a  place? 
and  on  this  also  we  have  but  little  discretion,  for  so  it  is, 
and  from  the  nature  of  things  must  be,  that  some  arti- 
cles, given  out  and  prepared  for  the  press  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  are  oftentimes  such  as  would  not  be 
preferred,  in  different  circumstances,  to  others  received 
towards  the  close  of  the  week.  We  may,  in  part,  cor- 
rect the  'atter  by  adding  force  to  the  mechanical  power 
in  the  printing  office,  and  have  provided  for  it;  and,  by 
the  assistance  of  extra  sheets,  we  shall  make  a  full  record 
of  important  papers,  though  not  so  promptly,  in  many 
cases,  as  is  desirable,  because  that  the  period  of  our  pub- 
lication is  weekly,  which  it  is  not  within  our  means  to 
change,  if  otherwise  considered  expedient. 

The  present  sheet  is  nearly  and  closely  filled  with  the 
proceedings  of  congress,  the  president's  annual  message, 
and  Mr.  ]Duane''s  exposition,  relative  to  his  removal  from 
the  treasury  department;  and  some  few  articles  which 
were  previously  in  type.  Our  next  number  will  consist 
of  24  pages,  instead  of  16,  and  we  shall  dispose  of  a  large 
amount  of  documentary  matter,  including  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  his  special  re- 
port concerning  the  public  deposites.  These  would  have 
been  preferred,  had  they  reached  us  in  season — but  must 
be  delayed.  There  are  several  other  long  articles  which 
■we  have  also  an  earnest  desire  to  publish,  immediately. 

We  had  a  good  deal  of  "editorial  matter"  ready  for 
this  sheet — but  such  must  always  give  wa]?  to  important 
public  papers  and  proceedings — even  if  the  labor  of  pre- 
paring it  is  wasted,  by  the  delay. 

The  23d  congress  of  the  United  States  met  at  Wash- 
ington, as  usual,  on  the  2d  instant,  being  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Df'cember,  and  the  proceedings  will  be  found  in 
subsequent  pages,  those  of  the  first  day  occupying  an  un- 
common s;>ace,  because  of  the  claims  of  two  gentlemen 
to  one  seat  in  the  senate,  and  of  those  of  two  others  to  the 
same  seat  in  the  house  of  representatives.  And  as  on 
account  of  certain  peculiarities  in  these  claims,  important 
principles  will  rest  on  the  decisions  to  be  made  concern- 
ing them,  we  have  given  the  preliminary  matters  at  con- 
sideiable  length. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  condensed  reports  which 
we  shall  make  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  will,  as 
heretofore,  be  generally  drawn  from  the  columns  of  the 
"National  Intelligencer;"  the  accuracy  of  the  reports  in 
which  has  never  been  rivalled  in  the  United  States. 

We  have  not  time  or  space  for  the  insertion  of  some 
remarks  which  we  had  prepared  on  the  president's  mes- 
sage; but  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  finances.  The  facts  stated,  as 
to  the  condition  of  these,  so  nearly  approach  certain  arti- 
cles published  in  the  Register,  as  might  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose that  the  latter  had  been  used  to  bring  out  the  former 
—if  such  suggestions  ought  not  to  have  occurred  to  every 
reflecting  man,  unconnected  with  the  "by  authority,"  or 
thorough-party  press,  he\n^  permitted  to  examine  for  him- 
self. 

The  express  for  the  New  York  editors  brought  the 
president's  message  to  Baltimore,  (36  miles)  in  one  hour 
and  thirty-seven  minutes!  The  ronds  were  heavy,  and 
the  rider  so  exhausted  that  he  fell  down  immediately  af- 
ter he  dismou"hted.  The  message  reached  New  York  at 
4  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Wednesday — it  was  expected  at  12 
M.  or  in  twelve  hoars.  But  the  night  was  dark,  it  rain- 
ed, and  the  roads,  as  before  observed,  were  heavy. 
Vol.  XLV— Sig.  15. 


It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Clay  will  renew  his  bill  con- 
cerning the  |)ublic  lands,  and  that  Mr.  Calhoun  will  soon 
■move  a  repeal  of  tlie  force  bill.  We  liope  that  (he  first 
may  again  pass,  and  the  second  be  done  away— forthwith. 

We  have  some  shameful  accounts,  if  true,  of  forcing 
the  bills  of  the  favored  state  banks  on  persons  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States,  In  the  west,  the  bills  of  one 
of  these  banks  were  instantly  sold  at  4  or  5  per  tent,  dis- 
count, and  a  writer  in  the  "Norfolk  Herald"  says  that 
the  troops  who  lately  left  Old  Point  Conjfort  for  Ala- 
bama, disposed  of  theirs  at  12^  cents  loss  in  the  dollar,* 
in  exchange  for  U.  S.  bank  paper.  The  fact  is,  the 
notes  of  these  banks  cannot  be  rendered,  or  at  least  will 
not  be  rendered  money,  when  distant  from  their  places  of 
issue,  with  certain  exceptions.  We  shall  refer  to  this 
subject,  when  the  pressure  of  documents  is  a  little  over. 

The  price  of  stocks  has  generally  declined  because  of 
the  general  want  of  money — but  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  being  now  amply  secured  against  all  casualties,  no 
matter  how  originating,  has  resumed  its  discoat)ls  at 
New  York,  &c.  and  the  stock  of  this  bank  has  obtained  a 
small  advance,  being  worth  about  108  dollars,  the  share. 

We  may  look  for  the  incorporation  of  many  new  banks 
during  the  sessions  of  the  several  state  legislatures,  now 
holding,  or  about  to  commence.  It  appears  to  be  a  favorite 
project  in  several  of  them  to  incorporate  one  large  state 
bank,  with  power  to  establish  offices  at  different  places— 
which  we  should  also  prefer,  if  the  manvfacture  of  papei"- 
money  is  not  already  sufficiently  extensive! — and  for  the 
reason  that  the  fewer  banks  we  have  the  better  for  the 
people,   if  sufficiently  numerous  to  supply  a  safe  circu- 
lating medium.  With  the  multiplication  of  hanks,  batches 
of  "little-great  men"  are  begotten,  for  presidents,  cash- 
iers,   directors,   &c.   and  new  struggles  for   profits  on 
speculations  are  started,  which  must  run  their  course  for 
good  or  evil  to  the  speculators,  as  the  case  may  be,  hut 
ONLY /or  evil  to  the  people,  at  large— "ynho  are  always  in- 
jured vvhen  private  fortunes  are  built  up  by  m€re  dealings 
in  money  or  stocks.     Let  not  this  class  of  unproductive 
persons  be  increased;  the  present  members  of  it  are  suf- 
ficiently powerful;  but  some  of  these  are  nearly  satisfied, 
perhaps,  and,  being  filled,  the  disposition   to  leech   the 
public  is  less  ravenous  than  it  was.     Besides,  such  state 
banks  with   liberal  capitals  actually  paid   in,  might  not 
only  render  much  service  in  exchanges  within  their  re- 
s|>ective  states,  but,  if  prudently  conducted,  would  keep 
in  wholesome  check  the  other  state  banks,  and  so  act  to 
preserve  a  sound  currency  by  restraining  the   issues  of 
])ftper  money:  bat  it  must  not  be  expected  that  they,  on 
any  of  the  state  banks,  can  supply  a  currency  so  equaliz- 
ed in  all  parts  of  the  union,  as  exists  in  the  issues  of  the 
bank  of  the  United   States.     Their  note*,  when  in  dis- 
tant places,  will  be  merchandise,  the  price  of  which  must 
be  regulated  by  the  "shavers." 

Twenty  companies  of  the  United  Stages  troops  are  now 
in  motion  for  Alabama.  Immediate  action  by  them,  we 
are  told,  is  not  expected;  but  they  will  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  remove  intruders  on  the  Indian  lands  after  a 
certain  day  in  Januaiy  next.  The  troops  are  to  ascend 
the  Savannah  river,  and  from  thence  proceed  by  land  to 
the  United  States  military  post  in  Alabama, 

The  '^'Norfolk  Herald"  gives  an  account  of  the  troops 
which  embarked  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  or  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, on  the  1st  inst.  on  their  way  to  Alabama,  under  com- 
mand of  major  Heileman,  They  consist  of  companies 
A,  H  and  I,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  B  and  H,  of 


*The  nnmeB  of  those  whoso  shaved  the  poor  soldiers — (whos« 
pay  is  six  dollars  per  month!),  ought  to  be  made  known* 
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the  3d,  and  A,  B  and  C,  of  the  4th.  They  are  accom- 
panied by  the  band  of  the  artillery  school  of  practice. 

The  "Herald"  adds  the  following  very  mysterious  pa- 
ragraph: 

"As  much  political  consequence  has  been  attached  to  the 
movement  of  troops  to  Alabama,  in  which,  at  the  first,  we  par- 
ticipated, it  may  not  be  amiss  for  us  now,  upon  better  informa- 
tion, to  avow  our  disbelief  of  its  having  any  connection  with  the 
recent  misunderstanding  between  'the  two  governments,'  but 
that  it  is  merely  a  precautionary  measure  in  reference  to  another 
party.  Our  information  does  not  permit  us  to  be  more  explicit 
at  present.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  say,  that  the  alarmists  may 
quiet  their  apprehensions — there  will  be  no  war  in  Alabama." 

The  legislatures  of  Yirginia,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois met  on  the  2d  inst.  the  first  Monday  in  December; 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d,  th«  first  Tuesday  of  De- 
cember. Those  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee, 
South  Carolina  and  Alabama  were  in  session  previously, 
and  so  remain.  Several  other  of  the  state  legislatures 
are  about  to  meet:  that  of  Maryland  on  the  last  Monday 
of  the  present  month. 

The  winter  is  the  most  "convenient  season"  for  such 
meetings — to  the  members  and  others  having  business  at 
the  seats  of  the  slate  governments  respectively — but  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  editors,  if  such  meetings 
were  "distributed"  through  all  the  months  of  the  year: 
for  congress  furnishes  more  matter,  in  general,  than  any 
of  us  can  give  to  the  people,  at  length,  as  it  is  presented 
for  insertion. 

William  C.  Preston  has  been  elected  a  senator  of  the 
United  States^  from^  South  Carolina,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  JVIMer,  who  lately 
held  that  trust. 


Much  discontent  existed  in  Greece,  another  revolution 
was  expected ! 

We  had  the  pleasure  last  week  to  mention  that  bright- 
er prospects  were  dt^wning  for  Central  America.  We 
have  now  more  pleasure  in  saying  that  Mexican  affairs 
begin  to  look  well,  for  the  reason  that  this  country  has  a 
greater  population,  and  is  joined  to  our  south  western 
borders.  A  law  has  lately  been  passed  by  which  all  civil 
obligations  for  the  paymerit  of  ecclesiastical  tithes,  is  made 
to  cease  througiiout  the  republic.  And  a  decree  that 
"those  civil  laws  which  impose  any  kind  of  coercion,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  for  tiie  performance  of  monastic  voivs, 
are  repealed." 

And  a  third  which  denies  to  the  pope  the  authority  to 
exercise  any  jurisdiction  in  the  republic. 

We  rejoice  in  these  things — -not  because  of  the  parti- 
cular religious  sect  afFected  by  them,  but  as  good  evidence 
that  the  people,  having  felt  the  curse  of  an  established 
religion,  have  resolved  to  emancipate  the  mind  and  con- 
science fi'om  its  enthralments,  as  rapidly  as  they  can;  and 
we  suppose  that  these  proceedings  will  be  followed  by 
the  allowance  o(  perfect  toleration  in  all  matters  of  faith 
and  practice  between  man  and  his  Creator  and  Gop,  as 
soon  as  the  prejudices  of  persons  will  permit  it.  We 
liope  to  hear  that  many  lazy  monks  have  been  converted 
into  industrious  citizens,  and  honorable  heads  of  fami- 
lies. A  law  has  also  been  passed  to  banish  the  obnoxious 
clergy,  [persons  who  have  meddled  in  the  civil  wars]  and 
"limit  the  executions  to  a  small  number." 


One  of  the  chief  purposes  of  Mr.  Clay's  journey  was 
nearly  defeated  by  the  perpetual  crowd  of  persons  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  He  is  an  extensive  farmer, 
and  has  paid  much  attention  to  improving  tl\e  stock  of 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  &ie.  and  thereby  rendered  great 
good  to  tlie  peo[de  of  his  own  state,  as  well  as  benefitted 
himself — 'and  he  much  desired  to  make  personal  observa- 
tions on  the  Iiusbandry  and  stocks  of  the  states  which  he 
visited,  and  to  converse  with  practical  farmers  and  breed- 
ers, wliich,  as  above  stated,  he  had  not  many  opportuni- 
ties of  doing.  We  learn,  however,  that  he  made  several 
purchases — among  them  a  jack  for  $1,000 — and  that  he 
offered  500  for  a  bull,  if  delivered  in  Kentucky,  a  good 
portion  of  the  cost  of  transportation  being  paid  by  him- 
self. 

The  rail  road  from  Paterson,  N.  J.  to  New  York,  was 
opened  last  week.  This  is  a  very  interesting  work,  and 
we  have  a  pretty  full  account  of  it  laid  aside — for  some 
"convenient  season,"  if  any  shall  soon  occur. 

Walter  F.  Osgood,  (heretofore  a  respectable  attorney 
at  New  York),  who  had  been  indicted  for  nine  compli- 
cated forgeries,  defrauding  the  United  States,  in  fabri- 
cating false  pension  certificates  on  revolutionary  claims, 
on  two  of  which  he  had  been  convicted,  the  remaining 
seven  having  not  been  brought  to  trial,  was  sentenced  to 
fourteen  years  imprisonment,  at  hard  labor,  in  the  state 
prison. 

[A  detailed  account  of  this  trial  shall  be  published,  if 
we  can  speedily  obtain  room  for  it,  because  of  the  legal 
points  made,  Sec] 

Our  usual  abstract  of  foreign  news  was  prepared — but 
must  be  thrown  aside.  Paris  pai)ers  to  the  23d  October 
have  been  received.     The  chief  heads  of  the  news  are — 

That  many  parts  of  Spain  were  much  disturbed — that 
large  bodies  of,  men  had  been  collected  to  oppose  the 
queen,  at  the  call  of  the  priests — and  it  was  thought  that 
Carlos  would  seize  the  tlu'one  by  force,  unless  Fiance 
should  interfere.  The  latter  power,  as  a  measure  of  jire- 
caution,  wa3  sending  a  large  body  of  troops  towards  tlie 
Spanisli  frontier— -and  had  called  35,000  new  conscripts 
into  service. 

A  severe  battle  had  been  fought  between  the  troops  of 
Pedro  and  Miguel,  near  Lisbon,  in  which  the  latter  were 
defeated  and  routed.  The  former  were  in  pursuit  of  the 
fugitives — says  tht*  account. 


A  meeting  was  lately  called  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  for  the 
purpose  of  recommending  a  "national  convention"  to 
nominate  a  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  very  large  numlier  of  "democratic  republi- 
cans" assembled  in  consequence;  but  after  some  discus- 
sion, the  following  resolution  was  adopted  with  great 
unanimity: 

Whereas,  The  result  of  our  late  election,  has  evinced  the  un- 
diminished strength  of  the  democratic  parly  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  shown  that  united  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  all  our 
enemies— and  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
that  party,  to  consult  its  welfare  and  success  by  promoting  a 
spirit  of  unity  and  good  feeling  tiiroughouttlie  whole, 

Therefore,  Resolved ,' T:\)m  ix.  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
agitate  the  question  of  a  national  convention,  or  of  the  manner 
in  which  Pennsylvania  will  select  her  candidate  for  the  neit 
presidency. 

The  ''Pennsylvanian"  charges  this  result  upon  gen. 
McKean — saying  that  he  and  Iiis  friends  evidently  "in- 
tend to  throw  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  into  oppo- 
sition to  the  democracy  of  the  union.  These  proceed- 
ings furnish  fresh  reasons  to  oppose  his  election  as  sena- 
tor," &c. 

At  the  meeting,  however,  the  follow  ing  resolution  was 
also  passed' — • 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  postponed  for  the  present,  and 
that  a  meeting  lie  called  for  this  and  such  other  purposes  as 
may  be  necessary,  on  the  third  Monday  of  January. 


A  le'ter  to  the  editor  of  the  Eichmond  Compiler, 
dated  New  Orleans,  9th  Nov,  says — 

'•By  two  choleras  and  two  fevers  New  Orleans  has  lost  fit'cZt-e 
thousand -persons  in  one  year — say  one-fourth  of  its  population. 

Still  it  is  gay,  busy  New  Orleans. 

Rhode  Island.  Dutee  J.  Pearce  was  re-elected  to 
congress  by  a  iTiajority  of  423  votes  over  his  opponent 
Mr!  Dixon.  Mr.  P.  according  to  the  new  arrangement 
of  parties  in  Rhode  Island,  received  the  Jackson  and  anti- 
masonic  votes,  though  recently  considered  a  staunch  na- 
tional lepublican. 

Amos  Miner,  who  was  lately  sentenced  to  death  in 
Rhode  Island,  (for  murder,  we  believe),  says  an  eastern 
paper,  applied  to  the  supreme  court,  sitting  last  week  in 
Providence,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  ground  of 
his  application  was,  that  the  court  before  whom  he  was 
tried,  having  been  organized  under  the  act  called  "the 
])erpetuation  act,"  was  not  a  legally  constituted  tribunal. 
Tills  was  in  consequence  of  the  late  act  of  the  legislature, 
declaring  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  to  congress  an  il- 
legal election,  both  cases,  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins 
and  the  trial  of  Miner,  being  under  the  "perpetuation 
act."    The  court  gave  its  opinion,  that  Miner  had  been 
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legally  tried  and  convicted,  and  refused  to  hear  any  ar- 
gument on  the  application.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  the 
court  and  the  legislature  are  not  of  tl\e  same  opinion, 

[The  judges  in  Rhode  Island  are  elected  annual I3',  and 
if  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Robbiiis  shall  be  declared  ille- 
gal, so  must  be  all  tlie  proceo:dings  of  the  government  of 
the  state  last  year— whether  legislative,  executive  or  ju- 
dicial.] 

Nkw  Yoiik  crrr.  Tiie  project  of  widening  Nassau 
street — (which  would  have  incm-red  the  cost  ot  about  a 
million  of  dollars,  and  so  reduced  tlie  size  of  the  lot  se- 
lected for  the  new  custom  house  as  to  have  changed  the 
location  of  the  building),  has  been  defeated  in  the  board 
of  assistant  aldermen,  after  it  had  passed  the  other  board 
—by  a  vote  of  9  to  6. 

A  late  New  York  paper  says — Mr.  Secretary  Taney 
lias  signified,  in  an  official  note,  addressed  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  New  York  custom  house,  that,  "it  is 
the  final  determination  of  this  department  to  proceed 
with  all  convenient  despatch  in  the  erection  of  the  cus- 
tom house  on  the  site  ah'tady  purchased,  unless  prevent- 
ed by  judicial  authority." 

GKOuaiA.  The  vote  to  elect  a  senator  of  tlie  United 
States  in  place  of  Mr.  Troup  resigned,  stood  as  follows: 
for  John  P.  King  142,  John  iM.  Berrien  (fornier  attorney 
general)  106,  scattering  2.  Mr.  K.  belongs  to  what  is 
c:dled  the  "union  parly"  in  Georgia.  Mr.  B.  is  called 
a  "nuUifier." 

The  state  house  at  Milledgevillc,  took  fire  on  the  roof, 
on  the  I6th  ult.  in  the  afternoon,  and  by  the  great  exer- 
tions of  a  few  adventurous  individuals  was  saved,  with- 
out much  injury,  though  a  large  part  of  the  roof,  at  one 
time,  appeared  in  flames,  and  the  wind  was  high.  A 
slave  named  Sam,  gallantly  hazarded  his  life  on  this  occa- 
sion. It  is  suggested  that  the  state  ought  to  bestow  free- 
dom upon  him. 

The  finances  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  as  reported  by 
the  state  treasurer,  appear  to  be  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
condition.  The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  31  st  of 
October,  was  only  about  $21,000,  and  the  amount  of  tax- 
es for  the  year,  receivable,  is  not  more  than  $40,000, 
which  sums  together  will  not  more  than  pay  the  expen- 
ses of  the  current  session  of  the  legislature,  leaving  the 
means  for  all  other  expenditures  and  appropriations  to 
be  provided  for  in  some  extraordinary  way.  Recourse, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  had  to  the  Central  bank,  a  state  insti- 
tution, for  funds  to  carry  on  the  civil  establishments  of 
the  state. 

— — >vvo  ®  a«ii" 
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Pennsylvania. 
William  Wilkins, 
One  vacancy, 

Delamare. 
John  M.  Clayton, 
Arnold  Nandain. 

Maryland. 
Ezekiel  F.  Chambers, 
Jaseph  Kent. 


Virginia. 
William  C.  Rives, 
John  Tyler. 

North  Carolina. 
Bedford  Brown, 
W.  P.  Mangum. 

South  Carolina. 
J.  C.  Calhoun, 
W^ui.  C.  Preston. 

Georgia. 
John  Forsyth, 
J.  P.  King. 

Kentucky. 
George  M.  Bibb, 
Henry  Clay. 

Tennessee. 
Hugh  L.  White, 
Felix  Grundy. 

Ohio. 
Tliomas  Evving, 
Thomas  Morris. 

Louisiana, 
G.  A.  Wairgaman, 
One  vacancy. 

Indiana. 
William  Hendricks, 
John  Tipton. 

Mississippi. 
George  Poindexter, 
One  vacancy. 

Illinois. 
John  M.  Robinson, 
Elias  K.  Kane. 


Jllahama. 
Willinm  R.King, 
Gabriel  Moore. 

HOUSE    OF 

Mai}ie. 
F.  O.  J.  Smith, 
Rut  us  Mel  mire, 
Edward  Kavanagh, 
Gorham  Parks, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Leonard  Jarvis, 
George  Evans, 

[One  vacancy.] 

New  Hampshire. 
Henry  H 11 1) hard, 
Josejih  M.  Harper, 
Bennliig  M.  B(!an, 
l-'ranklin  Pierce, 
Robert  Burns. 

Massachusetts. 
Isaac  C.  Bates, 
Rufusi  Choate 
John  Quincy  Adams, 
John  Davis, 
George  N.  Briggg. 
Edward  Everett, 
George  Grennell,  jr. 
J.)hn  Reed, 
William  Baylies, 
Benjamin  Gorham, 
Gayton  P.  0^;good, 

[One  vacancy.] 

Rhode  Island, 
Tristam  Purges, 
Dulee  J.  Pearce. 

Connecticut. 
Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
William  W.  Ellsworth, 
Noyes  Barber. 
Samuel  A.  Foot, 
Ebenezer  Young, 
Samuel  Tweedy. 

Vermont. 
HilandHall, 
Horace  Everett, 
Heman  Allen, 
William  Slade, 
Benjamin  F.  Deming. 
JVciu  York. 
Abel  Huntington, 
Isaac  B.  Van  Houten, 
C.  C.  Camhreleng, 
Campbell  P.  White, 
Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 
Dudley  Selden, 
Aaron  Ward, 
Abraham  Bockee, 
John  W.  Brown, 
Charles  Bodle, 
John  Adams, 
Aaron  Vanderpoel 
Job  Pierson, 
Gerrit  Y.  Lansing, 
John  Cramer, 
Henry  C.  Martindale, 
Reuben  Whalon, 
Ransom  H.  Gillett, 
Charles  McVean, 
Abijah  Mann,  jr. 
Samuel  Beardsley, 
JoelTurrell, 
Daniel  Wardwell, 
Sherman  Page, 
Noadiah  Johnson, 
Henry  Mitchell, 
Nicoll  Halsey, 
Samuel  G.  Hathaway, 
William  Tarlor, 
W^illiam  K.  Fuller, 
Rowland  Day, 
Samuel  Clark, 
John  Dickson, 
Edward  Howell, 
Frederick  Whittlesey, 
George  W.  Lay, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,     . 
Ahner  Ilazeltine, 
Mellerd  Filmore, 
Gideon  Hard, 

New  Jersey. 
Philemon  Dickerson, 
Samuel  Fowler, 
James  Parker, 
Ferdinand  S.  Slienck, 
William  N.  Shinn, 
Thomas  Lee. 

Pennsyhania. 
Horace  Binney, 


Mistouri. 
Linn, 


Thomas  H.  Benton. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

James  Harper, 
Jolui  G.  Watmough, 
William  Heisier, 
Edward  Darlington, 
David  Potts,  jr. 
William  Clark, 
Ilarmer  Denney, 
George  Chambers, 
T.  M.  T.  McKennan, 
John  Banks, 
Andrew  Stewart, 
Charles  A.  BarnitZ| 
George  Burd, 
Jesse  Miller, 
Joseph  B.  Anthony, 
Henry  A.  Muhlenburg 
Joel  k.  Mann, 
Robert  Ramsey, 
David  B.  Wagener, 
Henry  King, 
Andrew  Beaumont, 
John  Laporte, 
Joseph  Henderson, 
John  Galbraith, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Richard  Coulter, 
Joel  B.  Sutherland. 

Delaware, 
John  J.  Milligan. 

Maryland. 
James  P.  Healii, 
James  Turner, 
J.  T.  Stoddert, 
Isaac  McKim, 
Richard  B.  Carinichael, 
Francis  Thomas, 
William  C.  Johnson, 
Littleton  P.  Dennis. 

Virginia.     ■ 
John  M.  Patton, 
John  Y.  Mason, 
William  F.  Gordon, 
Thomas  T.  Bouldin, 
William  S.  Archer, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Joseph  W.  Chinn, 
Charles  F.  Mercer, 
Edward  Lucas, 
Samuel  McDowell  Mooje, 
Andrew  Stevenson, 
Thomas  Davenport, 
John  J.  Allen, 
George  Loy.all, 
James  H.  Gholson, 
Edgar  C.  Wilson, 
James  H.  Beal, 
William  P.  Taylor, 
John  H.  Fulton, 
William  McComas, 
Henry  A.  Wise. 

North  Carolina. 
M.  T.  Hawkins, 
Thomas  H.  Hall, 
William  B.  Shepard, 
Jesse  Speight, 
James  McKay, 
Abraham  Rencher, 
Daniel  S.  Barringer, 
Edmund  Deberry, 
Lewis  Williams, 
A.  H.  Shepherd, 
Henry  W.  Conner, 
Jesse  A.  Bynum, 
James  Graham. 

South  Carolina. 
James  Blair, 
George  McDuffie, 
Thomas  D.  Singleton, 
William  K.  Clovvney, 
Henry  L.  Pinckney, 
William  J.  Grayson, 
Warren  R.  Davis, 
John  M.  Felder, 
John  K.  Griffin. 

Georgia. 
J.  M.  Wayne, 
R.  H.  Wilde, 
G.  R.  Gilmer^ 
A.  S.  Clayton, 
T.  F.  Foster, 
R.  L.  Gamble, 
Seaborn  Jones, 
William  Schley, 
John  Coffee. 
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Kentucky. 
Chilton  Allan, 
Thomas  A.  Marshal), 
Amos  Davis, 
Richard  M.  Johnsonj 
Thomas  Chilton, 
R.  P.  Letcher,*  l 

Thomas  P.  Moore,*  J 
BenjaiDJn  Hardin, 
Chittenden  Lyon, 
Martin  Beatty, 
James  Love, 
Cliristopher  Tompkinn, 
P.  H.  F(.pe, 
Albert  G.  Hawes. 

Tennessee. 
John  Bell, 
Cave  Johnson, 
James  K.  Polk, 
David  W.  Dickinson, 
Bailie  Peyton, 
John  Blair, 
Samuel  Bunch, 
Luke  Lea, 
James  Standifer, 
David  Crockett, 
John  B.  Forrester, 
William  M.  Inge, 
William  C.  Dunlap. 

Ohio. 
Robert  T.  LytJe, 
Taylor  Webster, 
William  Allen, 
Jeremiah  McLene, 
Thomas  L.  Hamer, 
John  Chaney, 
Robert  Mitchell, 
John  Thompson, 
Benjamin  Jones, 
William  Patterson. 
Humphery  H.  Leavitt, 
David  Spangler, 


James  M.  Bell, 
Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Thomas  Corwin, 
Joseph  Vance, 
Samuel  F.  Vinton, 
Jonathan  Sloan, 
Joseph  H.  Crane. 

Louisiana. 
Philemon  Tlion)as, 
Henry  A.  Bnllard, 
Edward  D.  White, 

Indiana. 
Amos  Lane, 
Jonathan  McCarthy, 
John  Carr. 
George  L.  Kinnard, 
Edward  A.  Hannegan, 
Katlift'Boon, 
John  Ewing. 

liississippi. 
Henry  Cage, 
Franklin  E.  Phimmer. 

Illinois. 
Joseph  Duncan, 
Z.  Casey. 
Charles  Slade. 

Mabama. 
Clement  C.  Clay, 
Dixon  H.  Lewis, 
John  MurplH^y, 
Samuel  W.  Mardis, 
John  McKinley. 

Missouri. 
William  H.  Ashley, 
John  Bull. 

DELEGATES. 

Michigan. 
Lucius  Lyon. 

Jirkansas. 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier. 

Florida. 
Joseph  M.  White. 


(ji^We  have  before  us  a  particular  designation  of  the  political 
character  of  the  members,  as  prepared  for  the  N.  York  Journal 
of  Commerce — but  think  there  are  a  few  mistakes  in  the  lift 
with  respect  to  this  matter,  and  shall  not  insert  it.  And  besides, 
the  new  questions  about  to  be  start»id,  it  seems  generally  be- 
lieved, may  have  a  material  effect  over  the  acts  of  individuals. 
There  are  also  several  parties,  and  how  ihey  will  unite  or  di- 
vide, no  one  can  tell. 
There  is — 

The  Jackson  party,  proper; 

The  JacksoB-Van  Buren  party; 

The  Jackson-anti  Van  Buren  party; 

The  ami  Jackson  party; 

The  nullifying  and  anti  Jackson  party; 

The  anti  masonic  and  anti-Jackson  party,  &c.f 

And  there  will  be  divisions,  perhaps,  among  each  of  these  as 
to  leading  matters  about  to  be  presented — such  as. 

Concerning  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposites; 

On  the  general  powers  of  the  executive,  and  the  removal  of 
the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury; 

On  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands; 

Concerning  any  questions  which  may  arise  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  and  internal  improvements,  &c. 

On  the  repeal  of  the  "force  bill;" 

And  many  other  exciting  subjects. 

The  house  consists  of  240  members,  (besides  the  delegates), 
and  is  full,  with  the  exception  of  one  vacancy  in  the  represen- 
tation of  Maine  and  another  in  that  of  Massachusetts.  The 
three  vacancies  in  the  senate — perhaps,  will  soon  be  filled. 

TWENTY- THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  2.  At  12  o'clock,  the  president  pro  tern,  the  hon. 
Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  absence  of  the  vice  presi 
dent,  called  the  senate  to  order. 

The  following  old  members  appeared,  viz: 

Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing, 
JFrelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Man  gum, 
Moore,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robinson,  Silsbee, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wilkins,  Wright. 

The  credentials  of  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  a  senator  from  N. 
York;  of  Thomas  Morris,  a  senator  from  Ohio;  of  Felix  Grundy, 
a  senator  from  Tennessee;  of  Benjamin  Swift,  a  senator  froin 
Vermont;  of  Ether  Shepley,  a  senator  from  the  state  of  Maine; 
of  Nathan  Smith,  a  senator  from  Cormecticut;  of  Joseph  Kent, 
a  senator  from  Maryland;  were  severally  presented  and  read, 

•In  the  cases  marked  by  a  star,  in  the  above  list,  the  seat  is 
claimed  by  both  the  gentlemen  namrd. 

fThe  three  first  named  parties, ordivisions  of  a  party,  amount 
to  about  140  members  in  the  liouse,  against  100  members  of  the 
other  three  given. 

In  the  senate  there  are  19  anil  Jackson  members,  5  nullifiers, 
and  one  or  two  whose  poH^icai  character  is  not  easily  classed; 
ftad  there  are  three  vaeaucies  to  be  tilled. 


and  the  new  senators  were  respectively  sworn,  excepting  Na- 
than Smith,  who  was  affirmed.  Mr.  Naudain,  Mr.  Tipton,  Mr. 
Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Tyler,  were  then  sworn. 

The  chair  then  presented  the  credentials  of  E.  R.  Potter, 
elected  a  senator  from  Rhode  Island,  for  which  state  .Asher 
Robbins  had  been  previously  elected,  and  had  in  pursuance  of 
such  election,  taken  bis  seat  in  the  senate;  and  also  a  certifi- 
cate that  the  election  of  the  said  Asher  Robbins  was  null  and 
void;  which  documents  were  read. 

The  chair  then  stated  the  facts  of  Mr.  Robbins  having  been 
returned  as  elected,  and  his  credentials  read  at  the  last  session, 
and  left  it  to  the  senate  to  determine  on  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued as  to  the  qualifying  of  either  of  these  gentlemen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindcxter,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Robbins 
were  then  read. 

Mr.  Poindcxter  then  made  a  few  remarks,  and  without  offer- 
ing any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  said  it  appeared  to 
him  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  senator  whose  credentials 
had  been  presented  at  the  last  session  should  approach  the  chair 
and  take  the  oath,  and  that  the  other  gentleman  who  claims  the 
seat  (Mr.  Potter),  should  present  his  credentials  to  the  proper 
committee,  to  whom  such  matters  would  be  referred.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  Mr.  Robbins  should  be  sworn. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  the  propriety  of  making  the  collateral  mo- 
tion that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Potter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindcxter,  it  was  then  ordered,  thai  the 
credentials  of  Mr.  Potter  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ifin*  thought  it  would  be  the  most  proper  course  to  leave 
both  the  gentlemen  where  they  are,  until  It  should  be  determin- 
ed which  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  He  adverted  to  the  practice 
of  the  house,  in  referring  cases  of  conlested  elections  to  the 
committee  on  elections,  whose  report  had  sometimes  the  effect 
of  ousting  the  sitting  member,  &c.  And  suggested  that  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  Robbins  should  also  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
neither  should  be  qualified. 

Mr.  CZar/ admitted  the  delicacy  of  the  question  now  presented 
to  the  senate,  but  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  be  examined 
with  a  becoming  firmness,  and  resolution  to  act  justly,  &c.  He 
proceeded  to  make  some  brief  remarks  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  case;  and  said,  "the  gentleman  first  elected,  and  who  had 
the  prima  facie  right  to  his  seat,  had,  in  conformity  to  law,  pre- 
sented his  credentials;  his  was  the  prior,  and  therefore  the  va- 
lid deed;  and  therefore,  in  compliance  with  every  law  and  usage, 
he  ought  to  be  admitted.  But  he  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that,  in  taking  this  course,  he  desired  to  do  nothing  which  would 
preclude  to  the  other  gentleman  the  privilege  of  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  his  right,  &c. 

Mr.  King  congratulated  the  senator  from  Kentucky  on  the 
knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  of  this  case.  For  his  part, 
he  had  not  made  himself  so  well  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and 
was  not  so  well  prepared  to  argue  the  question,  and  to  de- 
cide who  was  entitled  to  the  seat  under  the  constitution,  laws 
and  usages  of  Rhode  Island.  He  wished  to  act  in  such  manner 
as  would  [be  perfectly  fair  and  respectful  to  the  state,  and  to 
the  gentlemen  claiming  the  seat.  It  was  his  wish  that  the  state 
should  be  represented  by  the  senator  she  had  duly  elected — he 
would  not  say  which  that  was;  it  might  be  this  gentleman,  or  it 
might  be  the  other. 

And  after  some  other  remarks — hoped  there  would  be  no  pre- 
cipitancy, but  that  the  subject  would  be  referred  to.a  select  com- 
mittee for  examination. 

The  debate  was  continued,  a  motion  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  being  rejected — ayes  16,  noes  17,  in 
which  Messrs.  Chambers,  King,  Kane,  Clay,  Frelinghuysen,  S. 
Wright,  Ewing,  Bibb,  Poindcxter,  Benton  and  Mangiim  took 
part. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  a  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  of  five  members,  and  demanded  that  the  yeas 
and  naj's  on  the  question  he  ordered.  The  question  was  then 
taken  on  his  motion,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Morris,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Talhnage,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wricht— 1,5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing,  Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindcxter,  Prentiss,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler 
—19. 

So  the  question  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindcx- 
ter, and  decided  in  the  affirnjative. 

Mr.  Robbins  then  took  the  oath. 

Mr.  Benton ,  of  Missouri,  submitted  a  resolution  proposing  the 
usual  mourning  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  hon.  R.  »•■?.  Bnck- 
ner,  late  a  senator  from  Missourii  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  and  aflor  a  few  prefatory  remark:*,  in 
which  he  exhibited  strong  feelings,  offered  a  similar  resolution 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Josiah  S.  Johnston. 

The  usual  message  to  the  house,  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
wait  upon  the  president,  &c.  were  ordered,  &c.  and  the  senate 
adjourned  until  12  o'clock  to  morrow. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Clay^s  remarks  on  sub- 
milling  the  preceding  resolution  concerning  Mr.  Johnston.. 

The  resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Alexander  Buck- 
ner  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
reminded  him  of  a  severe  loss  which  the  public  and  he  himself 
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had  sustained  since  tiie  last  sestJion,  and  conceriiins;  wiiich  he 
did  not  now  deem  liiinself  qualified  to  speak.  He  fell  regret 
that  the  gentleman  had  not  been  able  yet  to  take  his  seat,  on 
whom  it  would  more  properly  have  devolved,  to  submit  the  mo- 
tion which  he  now  proposed  to  ofler.  He  desired  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate  to  the  melancholy  death  of  a  member  of 
this  body,  who  had  been  summoned  away  since  they  last  met 
together,  under  circumstances  of  the  most  distress! n<j  nature. 
He  was  a  man  who  possessed  the  rare  quality  of  making  a  fa- 
vorable impression  on  all  persons  who  knew  him,  and  wlio  ne 
ver  failed,  on  acquaintance,  to  conciliate  the  esteem  both  of 
friends  and  of  opponents;  for  whenever  he  fought,  he  fought 
manfully,  but  always  afterwards  cherished  the  kindest  feelings 
towards  those  who  had  been  his  adversaries.  During  the  last 
summer,  perhaps  all  the  members  of  the  senate  had  had  reason 
to  regret  some  bereavemenls,  and  none  more  than  himself.  In 
the  course  of  it,  a  pestilential  disease  had  traversed  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  swept  off  many  valuable  citizens,  among  whom 
he  numbered  some  of  his  oldest  friends  and  acquaintances.  So 
it  has  been  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  but,  amidst  all  tliis  de- 
solation, there  had  occurred  no  instance  of  individual  loss  more 
afflicting  to  him,  nor  more  to  be  lamented  on  the  public  account, 
than  that  of  the  senator  from  Louisiana. 

With  feelings  oppressed  with  pain,  he  arose  to  ask  the  senate 
to  adopt  a  resolution  similar  to  that  which  had  just  been  agreed 
to,  in  reference  to  the  late  senator  Johnaton.  No  man  in  the 
country  had  attended  more  ardently  and  more  faithfully  to  his 
public  duties,  or  had  brought  to  their  discharge  a  more  clear, 
enlightened  and  determined  judgment.  No  man  ever  more  hap- 
pily united  blandness  and  affability  with  firmness  and  decision. 
None  could  be  more  true  and  faithful  to  friends,  nor  more  cour- 
teous and  respectful  towards  opponents.  This  expression,  he 
hoped,  would  be  permitted  from  a  heart  which  had  bled  (iro- 
fusely  when  the  tidings  of  this  afflicting  event  reached  him, 
amidst  the  wrecks  which  the  pestilence  had  scattered  around 
liim. 

He  had  not  expected  to  he  called  on  to  offer  this  resolution, 
but  he  trusted  that  it  would  he  received,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  C.  tiien  submitted  his  resolution;  which  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to. 

December  2.  The  president's  message  (see  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives) was  received  at  1  o'clock  and  read,  and  5,000 
copies  of  it,  and  1,500  of  the  accompanying  documents  ordered 
to  be  printed.     Adjourned. 

December  4.  Mr.  Sprague,  from  Maine,  and  Mr.  Calhoun, 
from  South  Carolina,  appeared  in  their  seats  to  day. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  enclosing  the  annual  report  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  also  a  report  from  the  same 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.  IVright  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island,  now  upon  the  table  of  the  senate,  showing  the 
appointment  of  Elisha  R.  Potter,  as  a  senator  to  represent  that 
state  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five  senators  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  claim 
of  the  said  Elisha  R.  Potter  to  tiie  seat  in  the  senate  now  oecu 
pied  by  the  hon.  Asher  Robbins. 

After  some  conversation,  a  debate,  concerning  the  rules  of 
the  senate,  as  to  the  appointment  of  committees  in  the  senate — 

Mr.  Clay  having  "expressed  a  hope  that  the  resolution  should 
lay  on  the  table  until  tomorrow.  He  adverted  to  the  rule  of 
the  senate  which  required  that  the  appointnient  of  committees 
should  be  made  by  the  president  of  the  senate.  That  officer 
was  not  now  in  the  chair.  He  had  no  doubt  that  good  reasons 
could  be  shewn  for  his  absence.  But  a  time  :night  come  when 
the  senate  might  be  deprived  of  the  proper  appointment  of  their 
committees,  by  the  intentional  absence  of  the  vice  president, 
and  the  devolvement  of  this  important  duty  on  his  temporary 
substitute.  He  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  such  intention 
in  the  present  instance;  but,  if  it  were  permitted  to  grow  into 
a  practice  to  appoint  the  committees  in  the  absence  of  the  vice 
president,  the  exception  might  become  the  rule,  and  the  rule 
the  exception.  Unless  the  president  of  the  senate  should  arrive 
shortly,  the  duty  of  appointing  the  standing  committees  would 
devolve  on  the  gentleman  who  is  the  temporary  occupant  of  the 
chair.  This  was  a  consideration  of  great  importance;  and  al- 
though he  had  as  much  confidence  in  that  gentlenian  as  in  any 
other  who  would  fill  the  chair,  there  might  Ite  some  cases  in 
which  his  fitness  for  the  duties  imposed  on  him  might  not  be 
equal  to  that  of  the  vice  president  himself."  [And  concluded 
with  observing  that  he  thought  this  committee  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  senate.] 

Mr.  King  thought  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky  had  mis- 
taken the  operation  of  the  rule — saying,  the  select  commilfees 
were  not  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer,  but  were  elected  by 
the  senate,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Sprague  called  for  a  reading  of  the  rule,  &.c. 

The  president  pro  tern,  stated,  that  it  had  been  the  practice, 
since  he  had  occupied  the  chair,  to  make  no  distinction  between 
the  mode  of  appointing  the  standing  and  the  select  committees. 
Both  had  been  appointed  by  the  chair. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  Clay  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  t&ble — which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Some  other  business  being  attended  to — the  seuate  adjourned. 


December  5.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  It  was  ordered  that, 
when  the  senate  adjimrns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  enclosing  a  communication  of  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  him  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
authorizing  an  appropriation,  for  a  limited  lime, of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands. 

After  the  message  had  been  read,  a  discussion  took  place, 
which  was  introduced  by  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  which 
he  commentetl  in  strong  terms  on  the  conduct  of  the  president 
in  keeping  hack  the  land  bill  during  the  whole  of  the  recess,  a 
course  which  he  considered  as  without  precedent  or  justifica- 
tion, and  calculated  to  rouse  the  country,  if  any  thing  could 
provoke  it,  to  denounce  the  present  state  of  things.  He  regard- 
ed the  conduct  of  the  executive  as  disrespectful  to  the  legisla- 
ture and  to  the  country,  and  moved  to  lay  the  message  on  the 
table. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Benton  endeavored  to  ob- 
tain a  hearing,  but  only  succeeded  in  saying  that  he  intended  to 
defend  the  president  from  the  attack  which  had  been  made 
upon  him. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  19,  noes  not  counted. 

A  motion  was  immediately  made  by  Mr.  Benton  to  take  up 
the  message,  and  this  motioi:  being  entertained  by  the  chair,  & 
debate  ensued  in  which  Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Benton,and  Mr. 
Clay  took  part.  It  was  considered  by  Mr.  Poindexter  that  this 
document  was  one  on  which  the  senate  could  take  no  action, 
becanse  it  had  been  kept  back  until  the  congress  which  had  cog- 
nizance of  it,  under  the  constitution  had  ceased  to  exist.  He  was 
therefore  against  considering  the  message. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Benton,  who  went  into  a  statement 
to  shew  that  the  president  had  shewn  no  disrespect  to  congress 
by  the  delay  which  had  taken  place;  that  this  delay  was  unavoid* 
able,  and  arose  out  of  the  lateness  of  the  period  when  the  bill 
was  presented  to  him,  and  the  great  pressure  of  public  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  sub- 
ject was  one  which  the  president  well  understood,  and  had  re- 
cotnmended  to  congress  to  take  up  in  his  message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session,  when  he  had  adniitted  what  was 
now  denied  in  his  message,  ttie  entire  power  of  congress  to 
control  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands.  After  Mr.  Clay  bad 
concluded, 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  his  motion  to  take  up  the  message. 

Mr.  Moore  then  moved  that  the  message  be  printed,  and  also 
that  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies — which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Tuesday  next, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Calhoun  tiien  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Monday  ask 
leave  to  inlrotluce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
commonly  called  the  force  act. 

After  some  reniarks  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Wright's  resolution 
concerning  the  contested  seat  in  the  senate,  was  passed  with 
an  amendment,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  that  the  committee 
should  be  elected  by  the  senate.  An  election  was  held,  and 
Messrs.  Poindexter,  Rives,  Frelinghuysen,  Wright  and  Sprague 
chosen. 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  sufficiently  appear  in  fu- 
ture notices  of  the  proceedings. 

The  senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  2.  At  12  o'clock  the  house  came  to  order  at 
the  invitation  of  their  late  clerk,  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  esq.  who 
then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  members  by  states;  beginning 
with  the  state  of  Maine. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  having  proceeded  as  far  aa  to  the  stats 
of  Kentucky,  before  the  names  of  the  members  from  that  state 
were  called, 

Mr.  CAiZfon.^//an,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  asked  permission 
to  address  the  house.  He  observed,  that  by  the  law  passed  at 
the  last  congress  apportioning  the  number  of  representatives 
among  the  several  slates,  the  state  of  Kentucky  had  been  de- 
clared entitled  to  thirteen  representatives  in  the  present  con- 
gress; but  that,  in  casting  his  eyes  around  the  hall,  he  recogniz- 
ed/ourfeen  genthmen  ostensibly  claiming  to  be  representatives 
of  tiie  state,  and  members  of  this  house.  The  state,  he  said, 
was  divided  by  law  into  thirteen  districts,  from  each  of  which 
one  member  wa?  tHrected  to  be  chosen  to  represent  her  interests 
in  this  body.  From  one  of  these  districts,  (he  fifth,  consisting 
of  the  counties  of  Mercer,  Garrard,  Lincoln,  Jessamine  and  An- 
derson, liiere  were  two  gentlemen  present  both  claiming  a  right 
to  appear  on  this  floor.  From  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  ti 
was  obvious  that  the  question  of  their  right  to  a  seat  must  be 
decided  in  the  present  stage  of  the  proceedings.  The  question 
arising  from  these  conflicting  claims  was  one  deeply  interesting, 
not  only  to  their  own  immediate  districts,  but  to  the  state  at 
large;  so  much  so,  that  the  delegates  from  the  state  had  met 
together,  and  had  deemed  it  their  duty  to  take  the  novel  case 
presented  under  their  most  serious  consideration.  They  had, 
accordingly,  examined  the  electoral  law  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
returns  from  the  district  in  question,  and  had  concluded,  (very 
contrary  to  hi?  own  wishes),  to  appoint  him  as  their  organ  to 
raise  the  question,  involved  by  the  circumstances  of  these 
claims,  before  that  body. 
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He  rose,  as  must  be  obvious,  under  circumstances  peculiarly 
embarrassing,  to  address,  at  this  early  moment,  a  new  congress, 
with  a  majority  of  whose  members  lie  was  personally  unac- 
quainted. But  the  duty  was  imposed  irpon  him.  and  although, 
if  left  to  consult  his  own  feelings,  he  should  much  rather  have 
occupied  his  seat,  and  given  a  silent  vote,  lie  did  not  feel  at  li- 
berty to  decline  its  performance.  The  duty  was  the  more  pain 
fill,  because  the  question  to  be  raised  related  to  tvto  individuals, 
with  both  of  whom  he  was  personally  acquainted,  and  in  liabits 
of  the  most  friendly  ifitercourse.  He  could  assure  ht)th  the  gen- 
tlemen, however,  that  he  should  endeavor  to  perform  the  un- 
welcome task  assigned  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  respectful  to 
Iheir  feelings. 

In  order  to  enable  the  house  to  decide  the  controversy  be- 
tween these  claimants,  he  would  asK  the  clerk  whether  lie  liad 
in  his  possession  any  certificates,  or  other  vouchers,  in  relation 
to  the  late  election,  in  the  district  from  which  both  the  jientle- 
men  came?  And,  if  he  had,  he  would  call  upon  the  clerk  to 
reftd  them. 

The  clerk  replied,  that  there  Avere  in  his  possession  divers  pa- 
pers on  that  subject,  and,  if  it  were  the  desire  of  the  gentleman, 
they  would  be  produced. 

{.Cries  of  "read!  readl"  resounded  from  all  parts  of  the  hall] 

The  papers  were  accordingly  produced,  and  being  about  to  be 
read — 

Mr.  Wayne,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and,  after  premising  his  wish 
thaf  il  should  be  clearly  understood  that  he  took  no  part  in  the 
controverted  claim,  on  either  side,  inquired  of  the  clerk,  whose 
name  appeared  on  the  roll  which  had  been  made  out  by  him,  as 
elected  from  the  district  in  question? 

The  clerk  replied,  that  the  name  on  the  roll  was  that  of  Tho- 
mas P.  Moore. 

Mr.  Wayne  then  resumed,  and  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
Individual  whose  name  had  been  inserted  on  the  roll,  should 
produce  and  exhibit  his  credentials,  that  the  house  might  be  in 
circumstances  of  judging  of  the  validity  of  his  claim.  Fiom  the 
earliest  period  of  our  congressional  history,  this  had  been  the 
jjsage,  and  no  new  member  was  sworn  in  until  his  credentials 
had  first  been  produced  and  examined.  Of  late,  a  ditTerent 
course  had  been  pursued,  probably  to  avoid  delay;  but,  in  the 
present  instance,  there  was  an  obvious  propriety  that  the  origi- 
nal usage  should,  in  this  case,  be  revived.  Mr.  W.  said,  that 
yvith  one  of  the  claiujants  he  had  no  personal  acquaintance, 
witli  the  other  he  had,  and  cherished  much  regard  for  him,  and 
he  did  not  wish  that  his  rights  should  be  comproinilted  on  this 
occasion.  He  fell  his  present  course  to  be  a  solemn  duty— it 
sprang  from  his  heart;  he  was  imperatively  bound  to  stop,  if 
possible,  a  course  of  proceedings  by  which  the  right  of  any  mem- 
ber claiming  a  seat  on  that  floor  might  be  contested  in  the  most 
irregular  manner.  As  yet,  he  believed  a  majority  of  the  names 
on  the  roll  had  not  been  called,  and  until  that  had  been  done, 
and  gentlemen  had  answered,  although  he  saw  them  on  the  floor 
;ind  in  those  seats,  he  could  not  recognize  them  as  members  of 
the  house  of  representives;  nor,  indeed,  could  he  do  so  after 
they  had  answered,  until  they  had  been  sworn  into  office,  as 
prescribed  by  the  constitution.  He  submitted  it  to  the  judgment 
of  gentlemen  present,  whether  the  oid  mode  of  calling  for  the 
credentials  of  claiming  u»embers  was  not  the  fit  mode  of  settling 
this  afiair. 

Mr.  Jillnn  inquired  vviiether  he  was  to  understand  the  gejitle- 
man  from  Georgia  as  objecting  to  the  reading  of  tlie  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk? 

Mr.  Wayne  answered  in  the  negative;  but  said  that  he  wished 
the  credentials  of  the  gentleman  entered  on  the  roll  should  first 
be  produced. 

Mr.  wSWan  replied,  that  the  paper  about  to  be  read  was  pre- 
cisely the  document  which  the  gentleman  fr<jm  Georgia  wanted 
to  be  read. 

The  paper  was  then  read.  After  soijic  further  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Wayne  and  Jillan — 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Ky.  said,  that  if  he  had  not  been  informed 
from  various  quarters  that  this  movement  would  be  made,  it 
jvould  have  greatly  surprised  liim.  Unprecedented  as  it  is,  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  it  calmly,  and  to  submit  it  to  the  decision 
of  the  house,  though  unformed,  and  not  having  the  power  to 
give  a  legal  decision,  as  is  now  the  case.  It  is  upon  frima  facie 
/Bvidence  only,  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  any  member  of  this  house  is 
entitled  to  be  sworn,  and  it  cannot  be  known  to  us,  as  a  con- 
stitutional body,  whose  election  is  to  be  contested  and  whose 
not,  until  the  houscis  organized.  Until  then,  there  is  in  fact 
jto  OJje  entitled  to  make  such  a  tnotion,  and  no  one  entitled  to 
decide  it.  I  come  here  with  the  prima  fucic  evidence  of  my 
election,  like  the  honorable  gentlemen  around  m*;.  1  have  in 
my  possession  the  certificate  of  a  majority  of  the  sheriffs  con- 
vened according  to  law,  to  compare  the  polls;  and  the  chrk  of 
this  house  has  received  tin;  smne  evidence  from  the  governor 
of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  that  I  am  the  representative  of  the 
5lh  congressional  di;  liict,  that  ho  has  transmitted  to  establish 
the  claim  of  the  other  memiters  from  Kentucky.  If  these  do- 
cuments are  informal  or  detective,  a  committee  of  this  house, 
after  it  is  duly  organized,  will  so  decide,  and  until  they  do  so 
decide,  and  it  is  sancticjued  by  this  house,  I  am  as  much  enti- 
tled to  my  seat  as  any  member  on  this  floor. 

I  not  only  have  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  my  right  to  the 
Beat,  but  if  any  one,  at  a  projier  period,  shall  come  forward  to 
contest  itj  I  shall,  I  hope,  be  prepared  to  show  that  1  am  duly 
elected,  or  that  the  election  \vas  ;nail>.cd  by  sucii  gross  irregu- 


larities, as  ought  to  induce  this  house  to  refer  it  again  to  the 
decibioii  of  the  people.  Nothing  but  a  deep  conviction  of  the  truth 
of  what  I  have  slated,  would  have  brought  me  here;  and,  if  my 
wishes  could  have  controlled,  all  doubts  as  to  who  is  legally 
entitled  to  the  seat  would  have  been  decided  by  the  people  iheuj- 
selves,  without  troubling  this  liouse.  But  as  that  appeal  to  de- 
cide ultimate  as  well  as  piiina  facie  rights  was  declined,  I  am 
left  no  alternative  but  to  assert  my  rights,  and  those  of  the  peo- 
ple whom  1  cl.iini  to  represent  here. 

Ever  inclined  to  pursue  that  coarse  which  will  preserve  order 
and  decorum  in  this  hall,  and  not  being  disposed  to  retard  the 
organization  ^of  the  house,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  to  any  de- 
cision the  gentlemen  prssent  shall  make;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  do 
it  with  a  proper  reservation  of  my  rights,  and  the  rights  of  those 
who  sent  me  here. 

I  therefore  respectfully  deny  the  right  of  any  one  at  this  time 
to  vole  on  the  subject,  and  if  1  am  prohibited  from  qualifying  I 
shall  protest  against  it  as  an  arbitrary  exertion  of  power,  whicli 
will  form  a  most  dangerous  precede'.it,  and  not  only  deprive  me 
of  my  just  rights,  but  the  people  of  the  5lh  congressional  district 
of  their  representative. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  then  proceeded,  and  the  election 
return  from  the  5th  district  of  Kentucky  was  read,  at  the  close 
of  which  the  words  "the  votes  of  Lincoln  county  not  being 
taken  into  the  account,"  occuring, 

Mr.  Marshall  inquired  whether  tliose  words  preceded  the  sig- 
natures? 

The  clerk,  as  the  reporter  understood  him,  replied  in  the  alfir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Moore  then  inquired  whether  those  words  were  not  in  a 
different  hnnd  writing  from  the  body  of  the  certificate? 
This  also  was  answered  by  the  clerk  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Jillan  inquired,  (turning  to  Mr.  Moore),  whether  it  was 
intended  to  contended  that  that  part  of  the  paper  was  a  forgery? 
Mr.  Moore  explained;  but  all  the  reporter  could  catch,  was 
that  Mr.  M.  had  been  told  that  the  words  had  been  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  one  of  the  sheriffs,  after  the  signing;  but  he  dis- 
claimed any  intention  to  impute  forgery. 

Mr.  Jillan  then  proceeded.  He  now  understood  that  the  pa- 
per whieii  had  been  read,  was  the  document  by  virtue  i;f  which 
the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  scat,  claimed  to  be  duly 
elected  to  the  present  congress;  and  he  admitted  that  if  that 
paper,  according  to  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  had  been  certified 
and  signed  by  the  persons  required  to  certify  and  sign  it,  then, 
by  the  usages  of  that  house,  the  gentleman  was  ejititled  for  the 
present  to  be  recognised  as  the  silling  member.  But  if  the 
paper  was  not,  in  point  of  fact,  a  certificate  of  the  electoral  vote 
of  the  5tli  congressional  district  of  Kentucky,  and  was  not  sign- 
ed by  those  persons  required  by  law  to  sign  it.  then  it  was  a 
nullity;  and  it  turned  out  that  the  individual  was  claimin>r  a  seat 
on  that  floor,  without  any  certificate  of  his  election.  The  de- 
legation from  Kentucky  had  compared  this  paper  with  the  laws 
of  that  state,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  certificate 
was  null  and  void;  and  he  would  biiefly  submit  to  the  house  the 
reason  of  such  conclusion. 

The  pa|)er  professed  Uy  ct  rtify  the  vote  of  a  district  composed 
of  five  counties.  By  the  siate  law,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs 
of  iliese  five  counties  to  meet  together  on  a  certain  day  after 
the  polls  were  closed,  to  compare  the  votes  aiven  in  their  se- 
veral counties — add  iln'in  up — and  give  a  certificate  of  the  \g- 
sn\i,sisved  by  all  of  them.  The  object  of  the  law  certainly 
was  to  ascertain  wlio  had  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in; 
and  to  furnish  sue  h  individual  with  a  legal  certificate  of  his 
election.     [Mr.  A.  heie  quoted  the  law] 

It)  reply  to  some  inquiry  by  Mr.  Wayne  (which  was  not  heard 
by  the  reporter)  — Mr.  Jillan,  in  reply,  said  that  he  understood 
himself  to  possess  the  riuht  of  rising,  and  presenting  the  ques- 
tion in  this  case  to  the  house.  This  was  a  house.  Under  the 
view  of  the  constitution,  it  was  competent  to  perform  any  act 
pertaining  to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  its  first  duty 
was  to  ascertain  who  were  its  own  members.  This  was  a  re- 
presentative government — and  the  first  question  which  demand- 
ed attention  was,  whether  individuals,  claiming  to  be  repre- 
seiitiilives  of  the  people,  were  actuallv  their  representatives. 
Other  di-cussion  followed.     Finally — 

Mr.  Letcher,  of  Ky.  proposed  to  Mr.  Moore,  that  they  should 
both  withdraw  until  after  the  election  for  speaker  had  taken 
place. 

Mr.  Moore  was  understood  as  acquiescing  in  this  proposal; 
whereupon, 

Tlie  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  residue  of  the  roll;  when  it 
appeared  lhat2-29  members  were  present. 

Those  representatives  absent  were  Messrs.  Burns,  Choate, 
Pearcc,  Muhlcnbum,  Wise,  Singleton,  Bullard,  E.  White  and 
Plummer;  and,  of  delegates,  Mr.  White. 

The  house  llien  proce(Mled  to  tiie  election  of  .?pcaA-6r  of  the 
house.  The  ballots  having  been  cast,  Mr.  .Jarria,  Mr.  Potts 
and  Mr.  C.  C.  Clay  were  apjiointed  tellers;  and,  having  counted 
the  votes,  reported  to  the  house  that  the  whole  number  of  bal- 
lots was  218,  of  which  110  were  ne<'essary  to  a  choice;  that 
there  were  for  Andrew  Stevenson  142  votes;  Lewis  WilliauM 
39;  Edward  TCverett  ITi;  .Tohn  Bell  4;  other  scattered  votes  9; 
t)lank  ballots  8;  and  that  Jindrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  having 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in,  was  duly  elected 
speak(!r  of  the  house. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Stevenson  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  frr)m  which  he  relumed 
thanks  and  addressed  the  house  as  follows: 
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Gentlemen:  This  is  tlio  fourth  liinc,  that  you  have  been 
pleased  to  call  me  to  this  high  office.  For  this  new  and  di>tiii- 
guished  riiarii  of  your  coiilidcMice  and  favor,  I  pray  you  to  ac- 
cept luy  warm  and  gralelnl  acknouledji:menls;  and  whilst  it 
will  lie  (ietjply  valued  and  clierished  l>y  nie  as  the  l)cst  reward 
lor  any  past  service  lliat  I  may  have  rendered,  it  sliali  inspire 
me,  with  a  zeal  so  to  conduct  inyseK,  as  to  justify  in  some  mea- 
sure the  choice  of  n)y  friends,  and  merit  the  ecjntinuod  apjjroba- 
tion  of  my  country.  Would  to  God,  that  I  was  better  qualirittd, 
to  liilhl  the  aiduous  duties  of  this  cliair,  in  a  manner  suital)le  to 
its  dij;nily  and  iinpuitance,  my  own  wishes  and  honor,  and  the 
just  expeclalions  ol  the  house.  'Inhere  are  few  stations,  gentle- 
men, under  our  y;overnment,  either  in  relation  to  ilieir  eleva- 
tion, or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  duties,  more  laborious 
or  responsible,  than  that  of  speaker  of  this  llou^<e;  and  there 
probably  has  been  no  period  in  the  past  history  of  our  country, 
wlien  the  duties  of  the  cliair  were  more  important,  or  calculat- 
ed to  impose  higher  responsibilities,  than  at  the  present  mo 
inenf,  enhanced  as  they  necessarily  must  be,  by  the  enlarged 
number  of  the  house,  by  the  increased  mass  of  its  ordinary  bu- 
siness, and  by  those  interesting  and  important  subjects,  which 
will,  no  doubt,  be  presented  for  consideration,  and  probably 
give  rise  to  deep  political  excitement 

For  the  last  six  years,  my  experience  in  this  chair,  has  taugiit 
me,  not  only  to  know  and  feel  its  responsibilities  and  trials,  but 
to  know  likewise  how  difficult  and  indeed  impossible  it  is,  in 
an  office  like  this,  whose  duties  must  often  be  discharged 
amidst  the  warmth-of  party  feeling,  for  any  man  whoever  he 
may  be,  to  free  himself  from  censure  or  give  unqualified  satis- 
faction; and  especially  in  times  like  these,  wlien  the  acts  of 
public  men,  are  not  passed  liglilly  over,  nor  any  very  charitable 
judgment  pronounced  upon  their  motives. 

Under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  sincerely  distrustful 
of  my  abilities,  both  in  their  character  and  extent,  I  come  again 
at  your  bidding,  to  this  high  office.  All  lliat  1  dare  hope  or  pro- 
mise, will  be,  to  proceed  in  the  patli  marked  out,  and  in  the  spi- 
rit of  the  principles  which  I  laid  down  for  my  government  when 
I  first  came  to  this  chair.  It  shall  be  my  constant  and  ardent 
desire,  to  discharge  my  duty  with  all  the  ability  and  address  in 
my  power;  vvitti  the  temper  and  moderation  due  to  the  station 
and  the  house,  and  at  least  with  a  zeal  and  fidelity  of  intention, 
which  shall  bear  me  up  under  every  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty, and  entitle  me  to  the  approbation  of  the  just  and  liberal 
portion  of  my  country.  But  all  my  efi"orts  must  prove  unavail- 
ing, without  that  liberal  and  cordial  co-operation  whicli  tiie 
house  have  her(;tofore  so  kindly  extended  to  the  cha'ir.  How 
much  will  depend  upon  yourselves,  gentlemen,  individually  and 
collectively,  in  preserving  the  permanent  laws  and  rules  of  the 
house,  and  jiiving  dignity  and  character  to  its  proceedings,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  I  should  attempt  to  impress  on  you;  nor  is  it 
needful,  i  am  sure,  that  I  should  admonish  you  of  the  magni- 
tude of  your  trust,  or  the  manner  in  wliieh  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. But  this  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  thnt  if  it  be  true 
that  this  house  is  justly  to  be  r(^garded  as  the  great  bulwark  of 
liberty  and  order;  if  here,  herein  this  exalted  reiuge,  the  people 
are  to  look  for  the  security  and  safety  of  their  free  iiiNtitnlions, 
and  to  repose  witli-un'.imited  confidence  and  afTeclion,  Iujvv  im- 
portant, how  deeply  important  is  it,  that  we  prove  ourselves 
worthy  of  the  trust,  and  act  as  become  the  representatives  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  nation. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  animated  by  a  virtuous  and  patriotic  zeal. 
let  all  our  proceedings,  I  pray  you,  be  marked  with  forbe;!!- 
ance,  moderation  and  dignity;  let  us  diligently  and  steadfa.-iiy 
pursue  those  measures,  and  those  only,  whicli  are  best  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  happiness  and  glory  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try, and  render  that  union,  which  our  fathers  establislied  for 
the  protection  of  our  liberti(!s.  imperishable  and  immortal. 

The  spcafcer  then  took  the  required  oath  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales,  which  was  administi-red  by  Mr. 
WiiKams;  after  which  the  same  oath  was  administered  by  the 
speaker  to  the  members  respectively,  except  that  when  IMr. 
Moore  was  called,  it  appearcMl  that  he  and  Mr.  Letcher  had  con- 
curred in  allowing  the  organization  f)f  the  house  to  be  complet- 
ed before  the  question  l)etween  them  was  again  raised;  and 
neither  of  them  was  sworn. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  clerk  of  the 
house.  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Henry  Khig  and  Mr.  Mann  being  the 
tellers;  who,  after  counting  the  ballots,  reported  tliat  the  wliole 
number  of  votes  given  in  was  231;  that  of  these  IIG  were  neces- 
sary to  a  choice. 
Three  ballots  were  taken  as  follows: 

Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,    - 
Walter  S.  Franklin, 
Scattering       _  _  - 

Blanks      .  -  - 

So  Walter  S.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  elected  clerk  of 
the  house. 
And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  contested  election  be- 
tween Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore,  the  following  documents 
were  submitted — 

State  of  Kentucky,  fifth  cons.reisional  district. 
We  the  undersigned  sheiiff"s  for  the  counties  of  Mercer,  Gar- 
Hird,  Anderson,  Lincoln   and  Jessamine,  composing  said  fifth 
congressional  district,  do  certify,  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  after 
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the  commencement  of  the  late  congressional  election,  for  said 
district  to  wit,  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  IBM,  we  met  at  the 
court  house  in  Harrodshur;;,  Mfrcer  county,  and,  adjourning 
from  day  to  day,  made  a  faithl'ul  comparison  and  addition  ol  the 
voles  and  polls,  for  said  congressional  election  (or  said  district, 
and  found,  and  accordingly  certify,  that  'i'homas  P.  Mooie,  is 
dui}'  circled  representative  to  congress,  from  the  said  filth  con- 
gressifmal  district,  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  votes  of  said 
district. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  21st  day  of  August,  1833. 
The  vote  of  Lincoln  county  not  taken  into  calculation. 
Jacob  Keller,  deputy  for 
G.  W.  Thompson,  S.  M.  C. 
John  fFas/i,  sherift"  of  An- 
derson county  by  R.  Walker,  deputy. 
James  H.  Lowry,  deputy  for 
John  Downing,  S.  J.  C. 
And  the  following  was  the  clause  of  the  law  of  Kentucky, 
read  by  Mr.  ^llan,  in  objecting  to  Mr.  Moore's  claim: 

An  act  to  divide  the  state  into  congressional  districts,  apptoved 
Feb.  2d,  1833. 
Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties  in  each  district,  shall,  on  the  fifieenth  day  after  the 
commencement  of  their  elections,  assemble  at  the  places  here- 
inafter designated,  in  each  of  their  respective  districts,  and 
there,  by  faithful  comparison  and  addition,  ascertain  the  person 
elected  in  their  districts. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  *  *  «  * 

*  *  '*  *  *  ♦*  *  • 

After  having  ascertained,  as  before  directed,  the  person  elected 
in  such  district,  the  sheriffs  thereof  shall  make  out  a  certificate 
of  the  election  of  the  person  in  their  district,  which  shall  be 
sijjned  by  all  the  sheriffs  of  the  district,  and  which  shall  be  lodg- 
ed with  the  sheriff  of  the  county  wherein  the  polls  are  compar- 
ed, and  by  him,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  polls,  transmitted 
to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  3.     Some  small  matters  being  attended  to— 
Walter  S.  Franklin,  e>^q.  the  clerk  elect  of  the  house,  appear- 
ed, and  was  sworn  into  office. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  re-elected  sergeant-at-anns — by  158  votes 
— 54  f<ir  William  D.  Robinson,  scatterin2  and  blanks  8.  Mr. 
Carr  was  re-appointed  door-keeper,  and  Mr.  Hunter  re-ap- 
pointed his  assistant. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  of  Pennsylvania,  tnoved  that  the  rules  and 
orders  adop^^^ed  by  the  last  congress  should  stand  as  the  rules 
and  order.-^  of  the  present  consress- 

Mr.  Hubbard  wished  liie  resolution  modified,  so  as  to  except 
those  rules  which  designate  the  number  of  members  of  which 
the  standing  committees  are  to  be  composed;  as  it  was  hi*  opi- 
nion that,  in  consequence  of  the  enlarged  number  of  the  house, 
the  coinmiitees  should  consist  of  nine  members,  instead  of 
seven,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Polk  wished  the  resolution  modified  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  memi)ers  should  sit  in  the  house  uncovered,  unless  under 
special  leave  of  the  speaker. 

[After  some  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Williams  assigned  his  rea- 
sons, against  an  increase  of  the  numl)er  of  the  committees,  the 
rules  of  tiie  last  congress,  except  those  having  reference  to  the 
subjects  above  stated,  were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
present.] 

Al  one  o'clock — a  message  was  received  frym  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  by  ^.  J.  Donelson.  esq.  his  private  s«crc- 
tary,  and  read  at  the  clerk's  table  as  follows: 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representives: 
On  your  assembling  to  perform  the  kigh  trusts  which  the  peo- 
ple of  tlie  United  States  have  confided  to  you,  of  legislating  for 
their  common  welfare,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  congratulate  you 
upon  the  happy  condition  of  our  beloved  country.  By  the  favor 
of  Divine  Providence,  health  is  again  restored  to  us:  peace 
reigns  within  our  borders:  abundance  crowns  the  labors  of  our 
fields:  commerce  and  domestic  industry  flourish  and  increase: 
and  individual  happiness  rewards  the  private  virtue  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens. 

Our  condition  abroad  is  no  loss  honorable  tlian  it  is  prosper- 
ous at  home.  Seeking  nothing  that  is  not  right,  and  determin- 
ed to  submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong,  but  desiring  honest 
friendships  and  liberal  intercourse  with  all  nations,  the  United 
Sliites  have  gained  thronuhout  the  world  the  confidence  and 
respect  which  are  due  to  the  character  of  the  American  people 
and  to  a  policy  so  just,  and  so  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  their 
institutions. 

In  bringins  to  your  notice  the  particular  state  of  our  foreign 
affair.1%  it  affords  me  higli  gratification  to  inform  you,  that  they 
are  in  a  condition  which  promises  the  eontinuance  of  friendship 
will)  ail  nations. 

Willi  Great  Britain  the  interesting  question  of  our  north- 
eastern boundary  remains  still  undecided.  A  negotiation,  how- 
ever, upon  that  subject  has  been  renewed  since  the  close  of  the 
last  congress;  and  a  proposition  has  been  submitted  to  the  Bri- 
tish government  with  the  view  of  establishing,  in  conformity 
with  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  the  line  designated  by  the 
treaty  of  1783.  Though  no  definitive  answer  has  been  received, 
it  may  be  daily  looked  for,  and  I  entertain  a  hope  that  the  over- 
ture may  ultimately  lead  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  tiiis 
important  matter. 
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I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  a  negotiation 
which,  by  desire  of  the  iiouse  of  representatives,  was  opened, 
some  years  ago,  with  the  British  government,  for  the  erection 
of  light  houses  on  the  Buiiamas,  has  been  successful.  Those 
vi'orks,  when  completed,  together  with  those  which  the  United 
States  have  constructed  on  the  western  side  of  the  gulf  of  Flo- 
rida, will  contribute  essentially  to  the  safety  of  navigation  in 
that  sea.  This  joint  participation  in  establishments  interesting 
to  humanity  and  beneficial  to  commerce,  is  worthy  of  two  en- 
lightened nations,  and  indicates  feelings  which  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  happy  influence  upon  their  political  relations.  It  is 
gratifying  to  the  friends  of  both  to  perceive  that  the  intercourse 
between  the  two  people  is  becoming  daily  more  extensive,  and 
that  sentiments  of  mutual  good  will  have  grown  up,  befitting 
their  common  origin,  justifying  the  hope,  that  by  wise  counsels 
on  each  side,  not  only  unsettled  questions  may  be  satisfactorily 
terminated,  but  new  causes  of  misunderstanding  prevented. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  continue  to  receive  the  most  amicable 
assurances  from  the  government  of  France,  and  that  in  all  other 
respects  the  most  friendly  relations  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  that  government,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  convention  concluded  on  ttin  4th  July,  1831,  re- 
main, in  some  important  parts,  unfulfilled. 

By  the  second  article  of  that  convention,  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  sum  payable  to  the  United  States,  should  be  paid  at 
Paris,  in  six  annual  instalments,  into  the  hand?  of  such  person 
or  persons  as  should  be  authorised  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  it;  and  by  the  same  article  the  first 
instalment  was  payable  on  the  second  day  of  February,  1833. 
By  the  act  of  congress  of  the  13th  July,  1832,  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  cause  the  several  in- 
stalments, with  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  received  from  the 
French  government,  and  transferred  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  deem  best;  and  by  the  same  act  of  con- 
gress, the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the 
convention,  were,  in  all  respects,  fulfilled.  Not  doubting  that 
a  treaty  thus  made,  and  ratified  by  the  two  governments,  and 
faithfully  executed  by  the  United  States,  would  be  promptly 
complied  with  by  the  other  party,  and  desiring  to  avoid  the  risk 
and  expense  of  intermediate  agencies,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
eury  deemed  it  advisable  to  receive  and  transfer  the  first  instal- 
ment by  means  of  a  draft  upon  the  French  minister  of  finance. 
A  draft  for  this  purpose  was  accordingly  drawn  in  favor  of  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  amount  accru- 
ing to  the  United  States  out  of  the  first  instalment  and  the  in- 
terest payable  with  it.  This  bill  was  not  drawn  at  Washington 
until  five  days  after  the  instalment  was  payable  at  Paris,  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  special  authority  from  the  president,  au- 
thorising the  cashier,  or  his  assigns,  to  receive  the  amount. — 
The  mode  thus  adopted  of  receiving  the  instalment,  was  of- 
ficially made  known  to  the  French  government,  by  the  Ameri- 
can charge  d'affaires  at  Paris,  pursuant  to  instructions  frum  the 
department  of  state.  The  bill,  however,  though  not  presented 
for  payment  until  the  twenty- third  day  of  March,  was  not  paid, 
and  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  French  minister  of  finance, 
that  no  appropriation  had  been  made  by  the  French  chambers. 
It  is  not  known  to  me  that,  up  to  that  period,  any  appropriation 
had  been  required  of  the  chambers;  and  although  a  communica- 
tion was  subsequently  made  to  the  chambers,  by  direction  of 
the  king,  recommending  that  the  necessary  provision  should  be 
made  for  carrying  the  convention  into  efl^ect,  it  was  at  an  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  session,  and  the  subject  was  finally  post- 
poned until  the  next  meetiisg  of  the  chambers. 

Nothwithstandingit  has  been  supposed  by  the  French  ministry, 
that  the  financial  stipulations  of  the  treaty  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect  without  an  appropriation  by  the  chambers,  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  not  only  consistent  with  the  charter  of  France,  but  due 
to  the  character  of  bothgovernment.«,  as  well  as  to  the  rights  of 
our  citizens,  to  treatthe  convention  made  and  ratified,  in  proper 
form,  as  pledging  the  good  faith  of  the  French  government  for  its 
execution,  and  as  imposing  upon  each  department  an  obligation 
to  fulfil  it;  and  I  have  received  assurances  through  our  charge 
d'afl'airs  at  Paris,  and  the  French  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
Washington,  and  more  recently  through  the  minister  of  the  U. 
States  at  Paris,  that  the  delay  has  not  proceeded  from  any  in- 
disposition on  the  part  of  the  king  and  his  ministers,  to  fulfil 
the  treaty,  and  that  measures  will  be  presented  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  chrimbers,  and  with  a  reasonable  hope  of  suc- 
cesSi  to  obtain  the  necessary  appropriation. 

It  is  neccssnry  to  state,  however,  that  the  documents,  except 
certain  lists  of  vessels  captured,  condemned  or  burnt  at  sea, 
proper  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  liquidation  of  the  recla- 
mations comprised  in  the  stipulations  of  the  convention,  and 
which,  by  the  6th  article,  France  engaged  lo  communicate  to 
the  U<4tted  States  by  the  intermediary  of  the  Jegation,  though 
r«peatedly  applied  for  by  the  American  cliarge  d'afl'aires,  under 
instructions  from  this  government,  have  not  yet  been  communi 
cated;  and  this  delay,  it  is  apprehended,  will  necessarily  prevent 
the  completion  of  the  duties  assigned  to  the  cununissioners 
within  the  time  at  present  prescribed  by  law. 

The  reasons  for  delaying  to  communicate  these  dornhirnfs 
have  not  been  explicitly  stated,  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  it  is  not  undbr:$tood  that  the  interposition  of  the 
chambers  is  in  any  manner  required  for  the  delivery  of  those 
papers. 

Under  these  circumstnnces  in  a  case  so  important  to  the  in- 
terests ol  our  citizena  and  to  the  character  of  cur  country,  and 


under  disappointments  so  unexpected,  I  deemed  it  my  duty, 
however  I  might  respect  the  general  assurances  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  no  longer  to  delay  the  appointment  of  a  n)inisler  ple- 
nipotentiary ut  Paris,  but  to  despatch  him  in  season  to  com- 
municate the  result  of  Uiti  application  to  the  French  government 
at  an  early  period  of  your  session.  1  accordingly  appointed  a 
distinguished  citizen  for  this  purpose,  who  proceeded  on  hia 
mission  in  August  last,  and  was  presented  lo  the  king,  early  in 
the  month  of  October.  He  is  particularly  instructed  as  to  all  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and  i  indulge 
the  hope  that,  with  the  representations  he  is  instructed  to  make, 
and  from  the  dispositions  manifested  by  the  king  and  bis  minis- 
ters, in  their  recent  assurances  to  our  minister  at  Paris,  the  sulv 
ject  will  be  early  considered  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  chambers. 

As  this  subject  involves  important  interests  and  has  attracted 
a  considerable  share  of  the  public  attention,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  make  this  explicit  statement  of  its  actual  condition; 
and  should  I  be  disappointed  in  the  hope  now  entertained,  the 
subject  will  be  again  brought  to  the  notice  of  congress  in  such 
manner  as  the  occJision  may  require. 

The  friendly  relations  which  have  always  been  maintained 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia,  have  been  further  ex- 
tended and  strengthened  by  the  treaty  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce, concluded  on  the  6th  of  December  last,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  senate  before  the  close  of  its  last  session.  The  ratifica- 
tions having  been  since  exchanged,  the  liberal  provisions  of  the 
treaty  are  now  in  full  force;  and,  under  the  encouragement 
which  they  have  received,  a  flourishing  and  increasing  com- 
merce, yielding  its  benefits  to  the  enterprise  of  both  nations, 
affords  to  each  the  just  recompense  of  wise  measures,  and  adds 
new  motives  for  that  mutual  friendship  which  the  two  coun- 
tries have  hitherto  cherished  towards  each  other. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  satisfaction  to  state,  ihat  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  has  at  length  yielded  to  the  justice  of  the  claims 
which  have  been  so  long  urged  in  behalf  of  our  citizens,  and 
has  expressed  a  willingness  to  provide  an  indemnification,  as 
soon  as  the  proper  amount  can  be  agreed  upon.  Upon  this  lat- 
ter point,  it  is  probable  an  understanding  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  minister  of  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment before  the  decease  of  the  late  king  of  Spain;  and,  un- 
less that  event  may  have  delayed  its  completion,  there  is  reason 
lo  hope  that  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  announce  to  you,  early 
in  your  present  session,  the  conclusion  of  a  convention  upon 
terms  not  less  favonible  than  those  entered  into  for  similar  ob- 
jects with  other  nations.  That  act  of  justice  would  well  ac- 
cord with  the  character  of  Spain,  and  is  due  to  the  United 
States  from  their  ancient  friend.  It  could  not  fail  to  strengthen 
the  sentiments  ofamity  and  good  will  between  the  two  nations, 
which  it  is  so  much  the  wish  of  the  United  States  to  cherish, 
and  so  truly  the  interest.of  both  to  maintain. 

By  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  congress  passed  on  the  13th 
July,  1832,  the  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  ships  arriving  from  the 
ports  of  Spain,  was  limited  to  the  duty  payable  on  American 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  previous  to  the  20lh  October,  1817, 
being  five  cents  per  ton.  The  act  was  intended  to  give  effect, 
on  our  side,  to  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, by  which  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  were  to  be  abo- 
lished in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  ves- 
sels of  the  two  nations.  Pursuant  to  that  arrangement,  which 
was  carried  into  effect  on  the  part  of  Spain,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1832,  by  a  royal  order  dated  the  20th  of  April,  1832,  American 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Spain  have  paid  five  cents  per  ton,  which 
rate  of  duty  is  also  paid  in  those  ports  by  Spanish  ships;  but  as 
American  vessels  pay  no  tonnage  duty  in  the  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  duty  of  five  cents  payable  in  our  ports  by  Spanish 
vessels,  under  the  act  above  mentioned,  is  really  a  discriminat- 
ing duty,  operating  to  the  disadvantage  of  Spain.  Though  no 
complaint  has  yet  been  made  on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are  not 
the  less  bound  by  the  obligations  of  good  faith,  to  remove  the 
discrimination;  and  I  recommend  that  the  act  be  amended  ac- 
cordingly. As  the  royal  order,  above  alluded  to,  includes  the 
ports  of  the  Balearic  and  Canary  Islands,  as  well  as  those  of 
Spain,  it  would  seem  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress 
should  be  equally  extensive;  and  that  for  the  repayment  of  such 
duties  as  may  have  been  improperly  received,  an  addition 
should  be  made  to  the  sum  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of 
congress  for  refunding  discriminating  duties. 

As  the  arrangement  referred  to,  however,  did  not  embrace 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  discriminating  duties,  to 
the  prejudice  of  American  shipping,  continue  to  be  levied  there. 
From  tlie  extent  of  the  commerce  carried  on  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  those  islands,  particularly  the  former,  this  discri- 
mination causes  serious  injury  to  one  of  those  great  national  in- 
terests which  it  has  been  considered  an  essential  part  of  our 
policy  to  cherish,  and  has  given  rise  to  complaints  on  the  part 
of  our  merchants.  Under  instructions  given  to  our  minister  at 
Madrid,  earnest  representations  have  been  made  by  him  to  the 
Spanish  novcrninrnt  upon  this  subject,  and  there  is  reason  to 
e.\|)('rf,  from  the  friendly  disposition  which  is  entertained  to- 
wnr<ls  this  country,  tiiat  a  beneficial  change  will  be  produced. 
The  disadvantage,  however,  to  which  our  shipping  is  subjected 
by  ihr.  o()('ralion  of  these  discriinin.itins  duties,  requires  that 
they  be  met  by  suitable  couiitf  rvailiiig  dnti(!S  during  your  pre- 
sent session — power  btfing  at  the  same  time  vested  in  the  presi- 
dent, to  modify  or  discontinue  them  as  the  discrimiiiatins  duties 
on  American  vessels  or  their  cargoes  may  be  modified  or  dis- 
continued at  tlioee  islands.    Intimations  liavc  been  given  to  th« 
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Bpanish  government,  that  the  United  States  may  be  obliged  to 
resort  tu  such  measures  as  are  of  necessary  self  defence;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  tliat  it  would  be  unfavorably 
received.  The  proposed  proceeding,  if  adopted,  would  not  Ite 
permitted,  however,  in  any  degree  to  induce  a  relaxation  in  the 
efforts  of  our  minister  to  effect  a  repeal  of  this  irregularity,  by 
friendly  negotiation;  and  it  might  serve  to  give  force  to  his  re- 
presentations, by  showing  the  dangers  to  which  that  valuable 
tiade  is  exposed,  by  the  obstructions  and  burthens  which  a  sys- 
tem of  discriminating  and  countervailing  duties  necessarily  pro- 
duces. 

The  selection  and  preparation  of  the  Florida  archives,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  delivered  over  to  the  United  States,  in  confor- 
mily  with  the  royal  order,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  mes- 
sage, though  in  progress,  has  not  yet  been  completed.  This  de- 
lay has  been  produced,  partly  by  causes  which  were  unavoida- 
ble, particularly  the  prevalence  of  cholera  at  Havana;  but  mea- 
sures have  been  taken,  which  it  is  believed  will  expedite  the 
delivery  of  those  important  records. 

Congress  were  informed,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session, 
that,  "owing,  as  was  alleged,  to  embarrassments  in  the  finances 
of  Portugal,  consequent  upon  the  civil  war  in  which  that  nation 
was  engaged,"  payment  had  been  made  of  only  one  instalment 
of  the  amount  which  the  Portuguese  government  had  stipulated 
to  pay  for  indemnifying  our  citizens  tor  property  illegally  cap- 
tured in  the  blockade  of  Terceira.  Since  that  time,  a  postpone- 
ment for  two  years,  with  interest,  of  the  two  remaining  instal- 
ments, was  requested  by  the  Portuguese  government;  and  as  a 
consideration,  it  offered  to  stipulate  that  rice  of  the  United 
States  should  be  admitted  into  Portugal,  at  the  same  duties  as 
Brazilian  rice.  Being  satisfied  that  no  better  arrangement 
could  be  made,  my  consent  was  given;  and  a  royal  order  of  the 
king  of  Portugal  was  accordingly  issued  on  the  4th  of  February 
last,  for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  rice  of  the  United  States. 
It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  if,  in  speaking  of  that  country, 
in  whose  prosperity  the  United  States  are  so  much  interested, 
and  with  whom  a  long  subsisting,  extensive  and  mutually  ad- 
vantageous commercial  intercourse  has  strengthened  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship,  I  could  announce  to  you  the  restoration  of 
its  internal  tranqtiiility. 

Subsequently  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of 
congress,  the  final  instalment  payable  by  Denmark,  under  the 
convention  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1830,  was  roceiyed.  The 
commissioners  for  exau)ining  the  claims,  have  since  terminated 
their  labors,  and  their  awards  have  been  paid  at  the  treasury  as 
they  have  been  called  for.  The  justice  rendered  to  our  citizens 
by  that  government,  is  thus  completed,  and  a  pledge  is  thereby 
afforded  for  the  maintenance  of  that  friendly  intercourse  be- 
coming the  relations  that  the  two  nations  mutually  bear  to  each 
other. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  inform  you  that  the  Danish  government 
have  recently  issued  an  ordinance  by  which  the  commerce  of 
the  island  of  St.  Croix  is  placed  on  a  more  liberal  footing  than 
heretofore.  This  change  cannot  fail  to  prove  beneficial  to  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  that  colony;  and  the  ad- 
vantages likely  to  flow  from  it  may  lead  to  greater  relaxations 
in  the  colonial  systems  of  other  nations. 

The  ratifications  of  the  convention  with  the  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  have  been  duly  exthanged,  and  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  examining  the  claims  under  it,  have  entered  upon 
the  duties  assigrred  to  them  by  law.  The  friendship  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  two  nations  require  of  them,  being  now  establish- 
ed, it  may  be  hoped  that  each  will  enjoy  the  benefits  which  a 
liberal  commerce  should  yield  to  both. 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Belgium,  was  concluded  during  the  last  winter,  and  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  the  senate;  but  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions has  been  hitherto  delayed,  in  consequence,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, of  some  delay  in  the  receptiotr  of  the  treaty  at  Brussels, 
and  subsequently,  of  the  absence  of  the  Belgfan  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  at  the  important  conferences  in  which  his  govern- 
ment is  engaged  at  London. 

That  treaty  does  but  embody  those  enlarged  principles  of 
friendly  policy,  which,  it  is  sincerely  hoped,  will  always  regu- 
late the  conduct  of  the  two  nations,  having  such  strong  motives 
to  maintain  amicable  relations  towards  each  other,  and  so  sin- 
cerely desirous  to  cherish  them. 

With  all  the  other  European  powers  with  whom  the  United 
States  have  formed  diplomatic  relations,  and  with  the  sublime 
porte,  the  best  understanding  prevails.  From  all  1  continue  to 
receive  assurances  of  good  will  towards  the  United  States — as 
surances  which  it  gives  me  no  less  pleasure  to  reciprocate  than 
to  receive.  With  all,  the  engagements  which  have  been  enter- 
ed into,  are  fulfilled  with  good  faith  on  both  sides.  Measures 
have  also  been  taken  to  enlarge  our  friendly  relations  and  ex- 
tend our  commercial  intercourse  with  other  slates.  The  sys  , 
tem  we  have  pursued  of  aiming  at  no  exclusive  advantages,  of 
dealing  with  all  on  terms  of  fair  and  equal  reciprocity,  and  of 
adhering  scrupulously  to  all  our  engagements,  is  well  calculat- 
ed to  give  success  to  efforts  intended  to  be  mutually  beneficial. 

The  wars  of  which  the  southern  part  of  this  continent  was, 
so  long,  the  theatre,  and  which  were  carried  on,  either  by  the 
mother  country  against  the  stales  which  had  formerly  been  her 
colonics,  or  by  the  states  against  each  other,  having  terminated. 
and  their  civil  dissensions  having  so  far  subsided,  as,  with  few 
exceptions,  no  longer  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity,  it  is  ear- 
nestly hoped  those  slates  will  be  able  to  employ  themselves 
without  interruption  in  perfecting  their  institutions,  cultivating 


the  arts  of  peace,  and  promoting,  by  wise  counsels  and  able  ex- 
ertions, the  public  and  private  prosperity  which  their  patriotic 
strug»les  so  well  entitle  them  to  enjoy. 

With  those  states  our  relations  have  undergone  but  little 
change  during  the  present  year.  No  reunion  haviii"  yet  taken 
place  between  the  states  which  coinportd  the  republic  of  Co- 
lombia, our  charge  d'aliairs  at  Bogota  has  been  accredited  to  tho 
government  of  New  Granada,  and  we  have  therelore  no  diplo- 
matic relations  with  Venezuela  and  E()uaior,  except  as  they 
may  be  included  in  those  heretofore  formed  with  tiie  Colombian 
republic.  It  is  understood  that  represenialivcs  hom  the  three 
states  were  about  to  assemble  at  Bogota  to  conler  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  mutual  interests,  particularly  that  o/  their  union; 
and  if  the  result  should  render  it  necessary,  measures  will  bu 
taken  on  our  part  to  preserve  with  each  that  frielld^hip  and  tliose 
liberal  commercial  connections  which  it  has  hecM  the  constant 
desire  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate  willi  tlH-ir  sister  repub- 
lics of  this  hemisphere.  Until  the  important  question  of  reunion 
sliall  be  settled,  however,  Ihe  different  matters  wliuh  have  been 
under  discussion  between  the  Unittd  States  and  llie  republic  of 
Colombia,  or  either  of  the  states  which  composed  it,  are  not 
likely  to  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  issue. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  charge  d'affaires  appoint- 
ed to  Central  America  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  he  was 
prevented  Iroin  proceeding  on  his  mission  until  the  month  of 
October.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  he  is  by  this  time  at  his 
post,  and  that  the  official  intercourse,  unfortunately  so  long  in- 
terrupted, has  been  thus  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  two  nations 
so  amicably  and  advantageously  connecicd  by  engagements 
founded  on  the  most  enlarged  principles  of  commercial  recipro- 
city. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  since  my  last  annual  message, 
some  of  the  most  important  claims  of  our  fellow  citizens  upon 
the  government  of  Brazil  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and 
a  reliance  is  placed  on  the  friendly  dispositions  manilested  by 
it  that  justice  will  also  be  done  in  others.  No  new  causes  of 
complaint  have  arisen:  and  the  trade  between  the  two  countries 
flourishes  under  the  encouragement  secured  to  it  by  the  liberal 
provisions  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  cause  of  regret,  that,  owing  probably  to  the  civil  dissen- 
sions which  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, the  time  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  limits  with  the  U.  States  for 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  to  define  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  has  been  suffered  to  expire  without  the 
appointment  of  any  commissioners  on  the  part  of  that  govern- 
ment. While  the  true  boundary  remains  in  doubt  by  either 
party,  it  is  diflicult  to  give  effect  to  those  measures  which  are 
necessary  to  the  protection  and  quiet  of  our  numerous  citizens 
residing  near  that  frontier,  'i'he  subject  is  one  of  great  solici- 
tude to  the  United  Slates,  and  will  not  fail  to  receive  my  ear- 
nest attention. 

The  treaty  concluded  with  Chili,  and  approved  by  the  senate 
at  its  last  session,  was  also  ratified  by  the  Chilian  government, 
but  with  certain  additional  and  explanatory  articles  of  a  nature 
to  have  required  it  to  be  again  submitt<-d  to  the  senate.  The 
lime  limited  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  however,  hav- 
ing since  expired,  the  action  of  both  governments  on  the  treaty 
will  again  become  necessary. 

The  negotiations  commenced  with  the  Argentine  republic, 
relative  to  the  outrages  committed  on  our  vessels  engaged  in 
the  fisheries  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  by  persons  acting  under 
the  color  of  its  authority,  as  well  as  the  other  matters  in  contro- 
versy between  the  two  governments,  have  been  suspended  by 
the  departure  of  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  from 
Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  a  minister  was 
subsequently  appointed  by  that  government  to  renew  the  nego- 
tiation in  the  United  States,  but,  though  daily  expected,  he  has 
not  yet  arrived  in  this  country. 

With  Peru  no  treaty  has  yet  been  formed,  and  with  Bolivia 
no  diplomatic  intercourse  has  yet  been  established.  It  will  be 
my  endeavor  to  encourage  those  sentiments  of  amity  and  that 
liberal  commerce  which  belong  to  the  relations  in  which  all  the 
independent  states  of  this  continent  stand  towards  each  other. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  revision  of 
our  consular  system.  This  has  become  an  important  branch  of 
the  public  service,  inasmuch  as  it  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  preservation  of  our  national  character  abroad,  with  the  in- 
terest of  our  citizens  in  foreign  countries,  with  the  regulation 
and  care  of  our  commerce,  and  with  the  protection  of  our  sea- 
men. At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  congress  I  communi- 
cated a  report  from  the  secretary  of  state  upon  the  subject,  to 
which  I  now  refer,  as  containing  information  which  may  be  use- 
ful in  any  inquiries  that  congress  may  see  fit  to  institute  with  a 
view  to  a  salutary  reform  of  the  system. 

It  gives  me  ereal  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  pros- 
perous coiidilion  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  as  will  appear 
from  the  report  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will,  in  due 
time,  lay  before  you.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
present  year,  will  amount  to  more  than  thirty  two  millions  of 
dollars.  The  revenue  derived  from  cirstoms  will,  it  is  believed, 
be  more  than  twenty-eight  millions,  and  the  public  lands  will 
yield  about  three  millions.  The  expenditures  within  the  year 
for  all  objects,  including  ^2,572,240  99  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  will  not  amount  to  twenty-five  millions:  and  a  large  ba- 
lance will  remain  in  the  treasury  after  satisfying  all  the  appro- 
priations chargeable  on  the  revenue  for  the  present  year. 

The  measures  taken  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  pro- 
bably enable  him  to  pay  off,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
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the  residue  of  the  exchanged  four  and  a  half  percent,  stock,  re- 
deemable on  the  first  of  January  next,  it  has,  therei'ore,  been 
included  in  the  estinuued  expenditure  of  this  ye.ir,  and  tornts  a 
part  of  the  suni  ahovt;  stated  to  have  been  paid  on  account  of 
the  public  debt.  I'lie  payment  of  lliis  ?tock  will  r(-duce  the 
whole  debt  of  the  United  Slater,  funded  and  unfufidcd,  to  the 
sum  of  ^f  4,760,082  U8.  And  as  provision  has  already  been  made 
for  the  (our  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  mentioned,  and  charged 
in  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  tlie  sum  last  stated  is  all 
that  now  remains  of  the  national  debt;  and  the  revenue  of  the 
coming  year,  together  with  the  balance  now  in  the  treasury, 
will  be  suflid 'nl  to  discharge  it,  after  nieetiii};;  t!ie  current  ex- 
penses of  the  government.  Under  tlie  power  given  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund,  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  pur- 
chased on  favorable  terms  within  the  year. 

From  this  view  of  the  state  of  the  tinances,  and  the  public 
engagements  yet  to  be  fulfilled,  you  will  perceive  that,  if  Provi- 
dence permits  me  to  meet  you  at  another  session,  1  shall  have 
the  high  gratification  of  announciim  to  you  that  the  national  debt 
is  extinguished.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure 
I  feel  at' the  near  approach  of  that  desirable  event.  The  short 
period  of  time  within  which  the  public  debt  will  have  been  dis- 
charged, is  strong  evidence  of  the  abundant  resources  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  prudence  and  economy  with  which  the  go- 
vernment has  heretofore  been  administered.  We  have  waged 
two  wars  since  we  became  a  nation,  with  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful kingdoms  in  the  world — both  of  them  undertaken  in  de- 
fence of  our  dearest  rights — both  successfully  prosecuted  and 
honorably  terminated — and  many  of  those  who  partook  in  the 
first  struggle,  as  well  as  the  second,  will  have  lived  to  see  the 
last  item  of  the  debt  incurred  in  these  necessary  but  expensive 
conflicts,  faithfully  and  honestly  discharged — and  we  shall  have 
the  proud  satisfaction  of  bequeathing  to  the  public  servants  who 
follow  us  in  the  administration  of  the  government,  the  rare 
blessing  of  a  revenue  sufficiently  abundant — raised  without  in- 
justice or  oppression  to  our  citizens — and  unincumbered  with 
any  burthens  but  what  they  themselves  shall  think  proper  to 
impose  upon  it. 

The  flourishing  state  of  the  finances  ought  not,  however,  to 
encourage  us  to  indulge  in  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public 
treasure.  The  receipts  of  the  present  year  do  not  furnish  the 
test  by  wliich  we  are  to  estimate  the  income  of  the  next.  The 
changes  made  in  our  revenue  system  by  the  acts  of  congress  of 
1832  and  1833,  and  more  especially  by  the  former,  have  swelled 
the  receipts  of  the  present  year  far  beyond  the  amount  to  be  ex- 
pected in  future  years  upon  the  reduced  tariff  of  duties.  The 
shortened  credits  on  revenue  bonds,  and  tlie  cash  duties  on  wool- 
lens which  were  introduced  by  the  act  of  1832,  and  took  effect  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  have  brouglit  larire  sums  into  the  treasury 
in  1833,  which,  according  to  the  credits  formerly  given,  would 
not  have  been  payable  until  1834,  and  would  have  formed  a  part 
of  the  income  of  that  year.  These  causes  would  of  themselves 
produce  a  great  diminution  of  the  receipts  in  the  year  1834,  as 
compared  with  the  present  one;  and  they  will  be  still  more  di- 
minished by  the  reduced  rales  of  duties  which  take  place  on  the 
first  of  January  next,  on  some  of  the  most  important  and  pro- 
ductive articles.  Upon  the  best  estimates  that  can  be  made,  the 
receipts  of  the  next  year  with  the  aid  of  the  unappropriated 
amount  now  in  the  treasury,  will  not  be  much  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  year  and  pay  the  small  rem- 
nant of  the  national  debt  which  yet  remains  unsatisfied.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  recommend  to  you  any  alteration  in  the  present 
tariff  of  duties.  The  rate  as  now  fixed  by  law  on  the  various 
articles  was  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  congress  as  a  matter 
of  compromise  with  unusual  unanimity,  and  unless  it  is  found 
to  produce  more  than  the  necessities  of  the  government  call  for, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  at  this  time  to  justify  a  change. 
But  while  I  forbear  to  recommend  any  further  reduction  of 
the  duties,  beyond  that  already  provided  for  by  the  existing  laws, 
I  must  earnestly  and  respectfully  press  upon  congress  the  im- 
portance of  abstaining  from  all  appropriations  which  are  not  ab 
solutely  required  for  the  public  interests,  and  authorised  by  the 
powers  clearly  delegated  to  the  United  States.  We  are  begin- 
ning a  new  era  in  our  government.  The  national  debt,  which 
has  so  long  been  a  burthen  on  the  treasury,  will  be  finally  dis- 
charged in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year.  No  tnore  money 
will  afterwards  be  needed  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government.  Now  then  is  the  pro- 
per moment  to  fix  our  system  of  expenditure  on  firm  and  dura- 
ble principles:  and  1  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  a 
rigid  economy,  and  an  inflexible  determination  not  to  enlarge 
the  income  beyond  the  real  necessities  of  the  government,  and 
not  to  increase  the  wants  of  the  government  by  unnecessary  and 
profuse  expenditures.  If  a  contrary  course  should  be  pursued, 
it  may  happen  that  the  revenue  of  1834  will  fall  short  of  ihe  de- 
mands upon  it;  and  after  reducing  the  tariff'  in  onhir  to  lighten 
the  burthens  of  the  people,  and  providinir  for  a  still  further  re- 
duction to  take  effect  liereafier,  it  would  be  much  to  be  deplor- 
ed if,  at  the  end  of  another  year,  we  should  find  ourselves  oblig- 
ed to  retrace  our  steps  and  impose  additional  taxes  to  meet  un- 
necessary expeiidilur(!s. 

It  is  my  duty,  on  this  occasion,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
destruction  of  the  pulilic  building  occupied  by  the  treasury  de- 
partment, which  happened  since  the  last  adjournment  of  con- 
gress. A  thorough  iiuiuiry  into  the  causes  of  this  loss  was  di- 
rected and  made  at  the  time,  the  result  of  which  will  be  duly 
communicated  to  you.     I  take  pleasure,  however,  in  stnting 


here,  that  by  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  district,  but  few  papers 
were  loot  and  none  that  wi'l  materially  afieel  the  public  interest. 
The  public  convenience  requirts  that  another  building  should 
be  erected  as  soon  as  practicable;  and  in  providing  for  it,  it  will 
be  advisable  to  enlarge,  in  some  manner,  the  accommodations 
for  the  public  officers  of  the  several  departments,  and  to  auilio- 
rise  the  erection  of  suitable  depositories  for  the  safe  keephig  of 
the  public  documents  and  recoids. 

Since  the  last  adjournment  of  congress,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  directed  the  money  of  the  United  States  to  be  de- 
posited in  certain  state  banks,  designated  by  liim,  and  he  will 
immediately  lay  before  you  his  reasons  for  this  direction.  I 
concur  with  him  entirely  in  llie  view  he  has  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject; and  some  months  before  the  removal,  I  urged  upon  the 
depaitment  the  pro|)rieiy  (d'laking  that  step.  The  near  approach 
of  the  day  on  which  the  chaiter  will  expire,  as  well  as  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank,  appeared  to  me  to  call  for  this  measure,  upon 
the  high  considerations  of  public  interest  and  public  duty.  The 
extent  of  its  misconduct,  however,  although,  known  to  be  great, 
was  not  at  that  time  fully  developed  by  proof.  It  was  not  until 
late  in  the  month  of  August,  that  I  received  from  the  govern- 
ment directors  an  official  report,  establishing  beyond  question, 
that  this  gieatand  powerful  inslilution  had  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  attempting  to  influence  the  elections  of  the  public  offi- 
cers, by  means  of  its  money:  and  that,  in  violation  of  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  its  charier,  it  had,  by  a  formal  resolution, 
placed  its  funds  at  the  dispoyition  of  its  president,  to  be  employ- 
ed in  sustaining  the  political  power  of  the  bank.  A  copy  of  thid 
resolution  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  government  direc- 
tors, before  referred  lo;  and  however  the  objects  may  be  disguis- 
ed by  cautious  language,  no  one  can  doubt  that  this  money  was 
in  truth  intended  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  the  particular 
uyes  to  which  it  was  proved  to  have  been  ap()iied,  abundantly 
show  that  it  was  so  understood.  Not  only  was  the  evidence 
complete,  as  to  the  past  application  of  the  money  and  power  of 
the  bank,  to  electioneering  piiiposes,  but  that  llie  resolution  of 
the  hoard  of  directors  authorised  the  same  course  to  be  pursued 
in  future. 

It  being  thus  established  by  unquestionable  proof  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  converted  into  a  permanent  elec- 
tioneering engine,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  path  of  duty  which 
the  executive  department  of  the  goviMiimenl  ought  to  pursue, 
was  nol  doul.'tful.  As  by  the  terms  of  tln^  bank  charter,  no  offi- 
cer but  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  couM  remove  the  deposites, 
it  seemed  lo  me  that  this  authority  ought  to  be  at  once  exerted 
to  deprive  that  great  corporation  of  the  support  and  countenance 
of  the  government  in  such  an  u^ie  of  its  funds  and  such  an  exer- 
tion of  its  power.  In  this  [)oinl  of  the  case,  the  question  is  dis- 
tinctly presented,  whether  the  peoiile  of  the  United  States  are 
to  govern  through  representatives  chosen  by  their  unbiased  suf- 
frages, or  whether  the  power  and  money  of  a  great  corporation 
are  to  be  secielly  exerted  to  influence  their  judgment  and  con- 
trol their  decisions.  It  must  now  be  determined  whether  the 
bank  is  to  have  its  candidates  for  all  offices  in  the  country,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  or  whether  candidates  on  both  sides  of 
political  questions  shall  be  brought  forward  as  heretofore  and 
supported  by  the  usual  means. 

At  this  time  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  control  public  opinion 
through  the  distresses  of  some  and  the  fear?  of  others,  are  equal- 
ly apparent,  and  if  possible  more  objectionable.  By  a  curtail- 
ment of  its  accommodations  more  rapid  than  any  emergency  re- 
quires, and  even  while  it  retains  specie  to  an  almost  unprece- 
dented amount  in  its  vaults,  it  is  attempting  to  produce  grciit 
embarrassment  in  one  portion  of  the  community,  while  through 
presses  known  to  have  been  sustained  by  its  money,  it  attempts, 
by  unfounded  alarms,  to  create  a  panic  in  all. 

These  are  the  means  by  which  it  seems  to  expect  that  it  can 
force  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, extort  from  congress  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  I  am 
happy  to  know  that,  through  the  good  sense  of  our  people,  the 
effort  to  get  up  a  panic  has  hitherto  failed,  and  thai,  through  the 
increased  accommodations  which  the  state  banks  liave  been  en- 
abled to  afford,  no  public  distress  has  followed  the  exertions  of 
the  bank;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  exercise  of  its  pow- 
er and  tlie  expenditure  of  its  money,  as  well  as  its  efforts  to 
spread  groundless  alarm,  will  be  met  and  rebuked  as  they 
dijserve.  In  my  own  sphere  of  duty,  I  should  feel  myself  called 
on  by  the  facts  disclosed  to  order  a  scire  facins  against  the  bank, 
with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  the  chartered  rights  it  has  so  pal- 
pably violated,  were  il  nol  that  tlu;  charier  itself  wHI  expire  as 
soon  as  a  decision  would  probably  be  obtained  from  the  court 
of  last  resort. 

I  called  the  attention  of  concress  to  this  subject  in  my  last 
annual  messaue,  and  informed  them  thai  such  measures  as  were 
within  the  reach  of  the  seeriMary  of  the  treasury,  had  been  taken 
to  enable  him  lo  judge,  whellur  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  were  entirely  safe;  but  that  as  his  single 
powers  might  he  inadequate  to  the  object,  I  recommended  the 
subject  to  congress,  as  worthy  of  their  serious  investigation: 
declaring  it  as  my  opinion,  that  an  inquiry  into  the  transactions 
of  thai  institiitiiui,  embracing  the  branches  as  well  as  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  was  calhul  for  by  the  credit  which  was  uiven  tlirous;h- 
out  the  country  to  many  serious  characs  impeaching  their  cha- 
racter, and  which,  if  true,  might  justly  excite  the  apprehension 
that  they  were  no  longer  a  safe  depository  for  the  public  money. 
The  extent  lo  which  the  oxnmination,  thus  recommended, 
was  gone  into,  is  spread  upon  your  journals,  and  u  too  well 
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known  to  require  to  be  stated.  Such  as  was  made,  resulted  in 
a  report  I'roiu  a  majoril>  of  the  coiniiiittee  of  ways  and  means 
toibcJiing  certain  specitied  points  only,  concluding  will)  a  ret^o- 
lution  tliat  llie  gi)V(;nuucut  deposites  mii;lil  sa((  ly  l)e  continued 
in  the  bank  oftiie  United  States.  Tliis  resolution  was  adopted 
at  tlie  close  ot  llie  session,  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

Altlioufih  1  in.-iy  not  always  be  able  to  concur  in  the  views  of 
the  public  interest,  or  the  duties  of  its  agents,  which  may  be 
taken  by  the  other  departiiientsi  of  the  government,  or  either  of 
its  branches,  £  am,  notwilh.-tanding,  wholly  incapable  of  re- 
ceiving otherwise  than  with  the  most  sinceie  rc-spect,  all  opi- 
nions or  suggestions  proceeding  from  such  a  source;  and  in  re- 
epect  to  none  am  1  more  incliiie<l  to  do  so,  than  to  the  house  of 
representatives.  But  it  will  be  seen  from  the  brief  views  at  this 
lime  taken  of  the  subject  by  myself,  us  well  as  the  most  ample 
ones  presented  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  change 
in  the  deposites  which  has  been  ordered,  has  been  deemed  to  be 
called  for  by  considerations  which  are  not  aflected  by  the  pro- 
ceedings relerred  to,  and  which,  if  correctly  viewed  by  that  de- 
partment, rendered  its  act  a  matter  of  imperious  duty. 

Coming  as  you  do  for  the  most  part,  immediately  from  Ihe 
people  and  the  states,  by  election,  and  possessing  the  fullest  op- 
portunity to  know  their  sentiments,  the  present  congress  will  be 
sincerely  solicitous  to  carry  into  full  and  fair  effect  the  will  of 
their  constituents  in  regard  to  this  institution.  It  will  be  for 
those  in  whose  behalf  we  all  act,  to  decide  whether  the  execu- 
tive department  of  the  government,  in  the  steps  which  it  has 
taken  on  this  subject,  has  been  iound  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  with  the 
documents  annexed  to  it,  exhibits  the  operations  of  the  war  de- 
partment for  the  past  year,  and  the  condition  of  the  various  sub- 
jects entrusted  to  its  administration. 

It  will  be  seen  from  them  that  the  army  maintains  the  cha- 
racter it  has  heretofore  acquired  for  efficiency  and  military 
knowledge.  Nothing  has  occurred  since  your  last  session  to 
require  its  services  beyond  the  ordinary  routine  of  duties,  which 
upon  the  seaboard  and  the  inland  frontier  devolve  upon  it  in  a 
time  of  peace.  The  system,  so  wisely  adopted  and  so  long  pur- 
sued, of  constructing  fortifications  at  exposed  points,  and  of 
preparing  and  collecting  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  military 
defence  of  the  country,  and  thus  providently  furnishing  in  peace 
the  means  of  defence  in  war,  has  been  continued  with  the  usual 
results.  I  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  various  sub- 
jects suggested  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war.  Their 
adoption  would  promote  the  public  service  and  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  army. 

Our  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  have  been  undis- 
turbed since  the  termination  of  the  difficulties  growing  out  of 
the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  Sacs  and  Fox  Indians.     Several 
treaties  have  been  formed  for  the  relinquishment  of  territory  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  migration  of  the  occupants  to  the 
region  assigned   for  their  residence,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
Should  these  treaties  be  ratified  by  the  senate,  provision  will 
have  been  made  for  the  removal  of  almost  all  the  tribes  now  re- 
maining east  of  that  river,  and  for  the  termination  of  many  diffi- 
cult and  embarrassing  questions  arising  out  of  their  anomalous 
political  condition.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  portions  of  two 
of  the  southern  tribes  which  in  that  event  will  present  the  only 
remaining  difficulties,  will  realize  the  necessity  of  emigration, 
and  will  speedily  resort  to  it.     My  original  convictions  upon  this 
subject  have  been  confirmed  by  the  course  of  events  for  several 
years,  and  experience  is  every  day  adding  to  their  strength. 
That  those  tribes  cannot  exist,  surrounded  by  our  settlements 
and  in  continual  contact  with  our  citizens,  is  certain.     They 
have  neither  the  intelligence,  the  industry,  the  moral  habits,  nor 
the  desire  of  improvement,  which  are  essential  to  any  favorable 
change  in  their  condition.     Established  in  the  midst  of  another 
and  a  superior  race,  and  without  appreciating  the  causes  of  their 
inferiority,  or  seeking  to  control  them,  they  must  necessarily 
yield  to  "the   force  of  circumstances,  and   ere  long  disappear. 
Such  has  been  their  fate  heretofore,  and  if  it  is  to  be  averted, 
and  it  is,  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  general  removal  beyond  our 
boundary  and  by  the  reorganization  of  their  political  system  up- 
on principles  adapted  to  the  new  relations  in  which  they  will 
be  placed.     The  experiment  which  has  been  recently  made,  has 
so  far  proved  successful.     The  emigrants  generally  are  repre- 
sented to  be  prosperous  and  contented,  the  country  suitable  to 
their  wants  and  habits,  and  the  essential  articles  of  subsistence 
easily  procured.     When   the  report  of  the  commissioners  now 
engaged  in  investigating  tlie  condition  and  prospects  of  these  In- 
dians, and  in  devising  a  plan  for  their  intercourse  and  govern- 
nient  is  received,  I  trust  ample  means  of  information  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  government  for  adjusting  all  the  unsettled 
questions  connected  with  tliis  interesting  subject. 

The  operations  of  the  navy  during  the  year,  and  its  present 
condition,  are  fully  exhibited  in  the  aiuiual  report  from  the  navy 
department. 

Suggestions  are  made  by  the  secretary,  of  various  improve- 
ments, which  deserve  careful  consideration,  and  most  of  which, 
if  adopted,  bid  fair  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  this  important 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Among  these  are  the  new  organi- 
zation of  the  navy  board,  the  revision  of  the  pay  to  otTicers,  and 
a  change  in  the  period  of  time,  or  in  the  mannur  of  making  the 
annual  appropriations,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  parti- 
cular attention 


the  number  of  ofiicers,  and  the  general  course  of  policy  appro- 
priate in  the  present  state  of  our  country,  forsecurmg  the  great 
and  useful  purposes  of  naval  protection,  in  peace,  and  due  pre- 
paration lor  the  contingencies  of  war,  meet  with  my  entire  iip- 
piobation. 

it  will  be  perceived  from  the  rei)orl  referred  to,  that  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  «;stal)lishmciit  are  in  an  excillcnt  condition;  and 
it  is  hoped  that  congress  may  feel  disposed  to  make  pi(jm(jlly 
every  suitable  provision  desired  either  lor  preserving  or  improv- 
ing the  system. 

'I'he  general  post  office  department  has  continued  ui)on  the 
strength  of  its  own  resources,  to  facilitate  the  means  t)f  com- 
municatiim  between  tiie  various  portions  of  the;  union  vvitii  in- 
creased activity.  The  method,  however,  in  which  the  accounts 
of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  has  always  been  kept,  appears 
to  have  presented  an  imperfect  view  of  its  expenses.  It  has 
recently  been  discovered,  that  from  the  earliest  records  of  the 
department,  the  annual  statements  have  been  calculated  to  ex- 
hibit an  amount  considerably  short  of  the  actual  expense  in- 
curred for  that  service.  These  illusory  statements,  together 
with  the  expense  of  carrying  into  eflect  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion ofcongress,  establisliing  new  mail  routes,  and  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  llie  head  of  the  department  to  gratify  the  wished 
of  the  public  in  the  extension  of  the  mail  facilities,  have  induc- 
ed him  to  incur  responsibilities  (or  their  improvement,  beyond 
what  the  current  resources  of  the  department  would  sustain. — 
As  soon  as  he  had  discovered  the  imperfection  of  the  method, 
he  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made  of  its  results,  and  applied 
the  proper  remedy  to  correct  the  evil.  It  became  necessary  for 
him  to  withdraw  some  of  the  improvements  which  lie  had  made, 
to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  department  within  its  own  resour- 
ces. These  expenses  were  incurred  for  the  public  good,  and 
the  public  have  enjoyed  their  benefit.  They  are  now  but  par- 
tially suspended,  and  that,  where  they  may  be  discontinued  with 
the  least  inconvenience  to  the  country. 

The  progressive  increase  in  the  income  from  postages,  has 
equalled  the  highest  expectations,  and  it  affords  demonstrative 
evidence  of  the  growing  importance  and  great  utility  of  this  de 
partment.  The  details  are  exhibited  in  the  accompanying  report 
from  the  postmaster  general. 

The  many  distressing  accidents  which  have  of  late  occurred 
in  tliat  portion  of  our  navigation  carried  on  by  the  use  of  steam 
power,  deserve  the  immediate  and  unremitting  attention  of  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  country.  The  fact  that  the  number 
of  those  fatal  disasters  is  constantly  increasing,  notwithstanding 
the  great  improvements  which  are  every  where  made  in  the  ma- 
chinery employed,  and  in  the  rapid  advances  which  have  been 
made  in  that  branch  of  science,  show  very  clearly  that  they  are 
in  a  great  degree  the  result  of  criminal  negligence  on  the  part  of 
those  by  whom  the  vessels  are  navigated,  and  to  whose  care 
and  attention  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  are  so 
extensively  entrusted. 

That  these  evils  may  be  greatly  lessened,  if  not  substan- 
tially removed,  by  means  of  precautionary  and  penal  legislation, 
seems  to  be  highly  probable;  so  far  therefore  as  the  subject  can 
be  regarded  as  within  the  constitutional  purview  of  congress.  I 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  prompt  and  serious  considera- 
tion. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  views  I  have  hereto- 
fore expressed  of  the  propriety  of  amfciiding  the  constitution  in 
relation  to  the  mode  of  electing  the  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States.  Regarding  it  as  all  important  to  the  fu- 
ture quiet  and  harmony  of  the  people  that  every  intermediate 
agency  in  the  election  of  these  officers  should  be  removed,  and 
that  their  eligibility  should  be  limited  to  one  term  of  either  four 
or  six  years,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Trusting  that  your  deliberation  on  all  the  topics  of  general  in- 
terest to  which  I  have  adverted,  and  such  others  as  your  more 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  our  beloved  country  may 
suggest,  may  be  crowned  with  success,  I  tender  you  in  conclu- 
sion, the  co  operation  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  afford 
them.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  3d  December,  1833. 

Mr.  Wardwell  offered  the  usual  resolution  for  supplying  the 
members  with  papers:  and 

Mr.  Grennell  made  the  usual  motion  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  chaplains,  (two,  of  dilleient  denominations),  both  of 
which  were  adopted. 

And,  on  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  4.  The  case  of  Mr.  Moore  was  discussed, 
on  a  motion'made  by  Mr.  ^llan  that  Ihe  papers  relating  to  the 
subject,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  should  be  read— 
which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Chilton,  Marshall  and  Ells- 
icorth,  for  the  reason  that  the  certificate  exhibited  was  insuffi- 
cient, being  signed  on  behalf  of  only  four  sherifl's,  though  five 
counties  had  voted  at  the  election;  and  opposed  by  Rlessrs. 
Hawes,  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Beardsley  and  Poll:,  on  the  ground 
liiat  the  certificate  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  eleciion  of 
Mr.  Moore,  and  it  was  staled  by  one  of  Ihe  gentlemen  that  Mr. 
Letcher  had  not  yet  produced  any  certificate,  or  paper,  to  sup- 
port his  claims  to  the  seat:  but  Mr.  ^i//aji  said  that  the  returns 
of  the  judges  of  the  election,  in  the^te  counties,  were  on  the 
clerk's  table,  and  ihat  these  were  among  the  papers  which  he 
wished  might  be  read.     [These  returns  shew  that  Mr.  L.  ob- 


The  views  which  are  presented  on  almost  every  portion  of  |  tained  3,191  votes,  and  Mr.  M.  3,143.]     After  some  further  re 
our  naval  concerns,  and,  especially,  on  the  amount  offeree  and  I  marks,  the  opposition  to  the  reading  wa?  withdrawn- 
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But  before  the  reading  was  resumed 

Mr.  McKennon  moved  an  adjournment — but  withdrew  it  to 
receive  the  speaker's  report  of  the  following  communications 
received  by  him: 

A  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table,  and  10,000 
copies  to  be  printed. 

A  report  of  the  late  clerk  of  the  house,  respecting  disburse- 
ments of  the  contingent  fund;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of 
sugar  cane;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  report  from  the  engineer  department,  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  John  Bruce;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  annual  report  from  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  national  receipts  and  expenditures;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  5.  Mr.  Muhlenburg,  of  Pa.  and  Mr.  Pearce, 
of  R.  I.  appeared  and  took  their  seats  this  day. 

The  subject  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Letcher,  was  then  resumed,  being  introduced  by 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Ky.  who  offered  three  resolutions,  in  substance 
as  follows: 

That  the  evidence  produced  by  Mr.  Moore  was  insufficient  to 
entitle  him  to  be  received  as  a  sitting  member. 

2.  That  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
elections:  and 

3.  That  in  the  mean  while  neither  claimant  be  admitted  to  sit. 
On  these  resolutions  a  debate  arose  which  lasted  until  near  3 

o'clock. 

The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  it,  were  Messrs.  Hardin,  of 
Ky.  Archer,  of  Va.  Hubbard,  of  N.  H.  Huntington,  of  Con.  Jones, 
of  Geo.  and  Beardsley,  of  New  York. 

It  was  terminated  by  the  proposal,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  for  an  ar- 
ratigement,  in  which  both  claimants  were  understood  to  ac- 
quiesce, that  the  first  resolution  should  be  withdrawn;  that  the 
2d  and  3d  should  be  adopted;  and  that  a  4th  should  be  added, 
permitting  the  committee  on  elections  to  receive,  not  only  the 
transcripts  of  the  poll  books,  but  all  affidavits  and  depositions 
taken  on  due  notice  from  either  of  the  parties  or  their  agents. 

Mr.  Archer  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  last  of  these 
resolutions,  as  going  to  place  the  house  in  the  attitude  of  sanc- 
tioning a  private  bargain  between  individuals.  On  a  question  in 
which  the  vital  interests  of  the  purity  of  elections  and  the  right 
of  suffrage  was  concerned. 

In  this  view,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass.  concurred. 

Mr.  PoVi  explained,  and  defended  the  resolution;  when,  after 
some  further  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  Hardin,  Surges 
and  Polk,  participated,  the  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pa.  the  house  then  resumed  the 
consideration  of  those  rules  and  orders  which  had  been  except- 
ed out  of  the  resolution  by  which  all  the  other  rules  and  orders 
of  the  !ast  congress  were  adopted  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hubbard  supported  the  proposition  to  increase  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committees — and  Mr.  Whittlesey  opposed  it,  saying 
that  the  increase  would  infallibly  retard  business  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  a  quorum  together,  and  he  cited  instances;  but 
the  rule  was  altered,  and  the  committees  will  consist  of  nine 
members. 

An  order  was  passed  for  the  appointment  of  standing  commit- 
tees. 

The  president's  message  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

And  the  house  then  adjourned  over  until  Monday. 

MR.  DUANE'S  EXPOSITION. 
From  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Intelligencer, 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Fellow  citizens:  I  announced  on  the  20th  ultimo,  that,  at 
an  early  day,  I  would  appear  before  you,  at  least  to  repel  impu- 
tations cast  upon  my  character,  contained  in  a  publication  in 
the  Globe,  the  official  paper  of  the  executive,  of  the  preceding 
4ay. 

If  the  calumnious  attack  referred  to  had  net  been  obviously 
sanctioned  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  such  is  the 
character  of  the  newspaper  under  his  protection,  that  I  should 
not  have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  notice  it. 

In  addressing  you,  I  have  hesitated  between  the  adoption  of 
a  general  exposition,  and  of  a  brief  defensive  address,  accompa- 
nied by  that  part  of  the  correspondence  between  the  president 
and  myself,  which  the  official  paper  seems  to  have  challenged 
cne  to  produce.  I  adopt  the  latter  course.  In  the  correspon- 
dence you  will  find  auipie  materials  for  an  accurate  comprehen- 
«ion  of  my  case — one  of  insult  and  oppression. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1832,  without  any  solicitation  on  my 
part,  I  was  unexpectedly  invited  to  accept  the  office;  of  sucreta- 
ry  of  the  treasury.  I  sought  to  shun  the  station,  did  not  consent 
to  serve  until  asked  for  my  decision,  on  the  30th  January,  and 
then  consented  reluctantly. 

No  doubt,  subsequently  to,  as  before,  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress, speculators,  for  their  own  selfish  ends,  agitated  the  de- 
posiite  question,  and  kept  up  an  excitement,  felt  by  the  presi- 
dent; but  it  was  never  intimated  to  me  that  he  desired  to  con 
centrate  in  himself  tho  power  to  judge  and  execute — to  absorb 
the  discretion  given  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury — and  even  to 
nullify  the  law  itself.   I  never  heard  until  after  my  entry  into  of- 


fice, that  he  meant  to  remove  the  deposites,  without  further  in- 
quiry by  congress,  or  that  he  had  asked  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  on  the  subject;  on  the  contrary,  when,  after 
having  entered  the  treasury  department  unpledged,  antranimel- 
led  and  unsuspicious,  I  was  informed  of  what  was  meditated, 
I  felt  surprise  at  the  intelligence,  and  mortification  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  communicated  to  me. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  the  president  himself  made  known  to  me 
what  was  in  contemplation,  and  that  he  had  taken  the  opinions 
of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  point;  two  of  whom  con- 
curred with  him,  two  of  whom  did  not  concur,  and  the  fifth  had 
not  yet  given  a  written  opinion.  He  said  that  he  would  submit 
to  me  the  written  opinions  of  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet, 
with  his  own  views,  and  that  he  would  expect  me  to  give  him 
my  opinions  frankly  and  fully.  As  if  to  urge  me  to  avoid  all  re- 
serve, he  assured  me,  in  a  letter  dated  Boston,  June  26,  trans- 
mitting the  opinions  and  views,  that  "it  was  not  his  intention 
to  interfere  with  the  independent  exercise  of  the  discretion  com- 
mitted to  me  by  law  over  this  subject." 

But,  when,  on  the  10th  July,  I  gave  my  opinions  frankly  and 
full,  as  an  honest  minister  and  man  should  do,  there  was  every 
return  but  that  of  approbation.  On  the  contrary  on  the  22d  of 
July,  I  was  asked  whether  it  was  my  intention  to  refuse  to  re- 
move the  deposites,  if  after  inquiry  by  an  agent  and  advisement 
with  the  cabinet,  the  president  should  decide  to  remove  them, 
as  in  such  case,  it  "would  become  his  duty,  in  frankness  and 
candor,  to  suggest  the  course,  which  would  be  necessary  on  bia 
part." 

Not  on  my  own  account,  but  as  an  act  of  duty  to  the  country, 
I  now  subjected  my  pride  and  feelings  to  restraint,  by  tender- 
ing, in  order  to  avert  a  present  hostile  breach,  a  future  surren- 
render  of  my  post,  in  case  I  should  not  ultimately  concur  with 
the  president.  But  before  my  concurrence  or  non-concurrence 
was  made  known,  and  whilst  I  still  held  in  my  hands  the  ma- 
nuscript exposition,  which  was  read  in  the  cabinet  on  the  18th 
September,  and  then  delivered  to  me  by  the  president  for  my 
consideration,  he  virtually  dismissed  me  as  an  officer,  and  in- 
sulted me  as  a  man,  by  causing  the  official  annunciation,  hereto 
appended  No.  2,  to  be  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  20ih  Sep- 
tember. 

Yet,  after  this,  when  it  must  have  been  obvious  that,  inde- 
pendently of  other  considerations  of  great  weight,  I  was  absolv- 
ed from  all  respect  for  any  past  assurance,  a  letter  No.  2,  which 
I  personally  presented  to  the  president  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, according  to  my  promise  of  September  19,  was  contume- 
liously  sent  back  to  me,  in  letter  No.  3,  intimating  the  existence 
of  improper  imputations  in  mine.  No.  2,  calling  my  attention  to 
my  assurance  of  July  22,  and  inquiring  whether  I  concurred  in 
removing  the  deposites.  From  this  letter,  No.  3,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  when  it  was  written,  my  dismissal  was  not  then  deem- 
ed justifiable,  on  grounds  subsequently  suggested;  for  when  the 
president  wrote  it,  he  knew  that  I  refused  to  resign;  he  knew 
the  contents  of  the  letter  deemed  offensive,  and  yet  he  held  the 
correspondence  open. 

What  then,  f  ask,  subsequently  occurred.'  Instead  of  treat- 
ing this  new  indignity,  the  return  of  my  letter,  with  silence,  or 
evincing  any  other  mode  of  disapprobation,  I  felt  that  I  was  on 
duty  at  a  public  post,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  taken 
by  surprise.  I  could  not  now  mistake  in  concluding  that  it  was 
intended  to  insult  me  out  of  office,  or  to  draw  from  me  some 
expression  which  might  form  a  pretext  for  my  removal  on  a  mi- 
nor point;  so  doubtful  was  the  president,  after  all,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  removing  an  officer  for  not  yielding,  when  desiied,  the 
discretion  given  to  him  by  law. 

Accordingly,  I  sent  letter  No.  4.  subsequently  withdrawn  for 
alteration,  and  then  letters  Nos.  5  and  6 — No.  5  especially — be- 
cause the  president  did  not  Bcem  to  comprehend  me,  when,  in 
my  letter  No.  2, 1  said,  that  after  what  had  occurred  subsequent- 
ly to  July  22,  I  felt  absolved  from  all  obligation  to  observe  the 
assurances  given  at  that  time. 

These  last  appeals,  indicative  of  any  thing  but  bad  feeling  or 
disrespect,  were  also  sent  back  to  me  in  letter  No.  7,  declaring 
my  services  no  longer  necessary.  I  submit  to  all  just  men  to 
determine,  by  whom  an  assurance  was  given,  and  without  cause 
disregarded. 

Thus  was  I  thrust  from  office — not  because  I  had  neglected 
any  duty — not  because  I  had  differed  with  tiie  president  on  any 
other  point  of  public  policy — not  because  I  had  differed  with 
him  about  the  bank  of  the  United  States — but  because  I  refused, 
without  further  inquiry  or  action  by  congress,  to  remove  the  de- 
posites. 

If,  in  my  letter  No.  2,  there  is  any  thing  that  should  not  have 
been  there,  I  ask  it  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  was  written  un- 
der a  deep  sense  of  injury  and  insult. 

I  appeal  to  all  prior  letters  and  intercourse,  to  shew,  that  I 
h.id  on  any  occa?ion  forgotten  my  re?pect  for  the  chief  magis- 
trate, or  for  myself;  and  I  deny  that,  in  any  letter,  there  wai 
inaccuracy  of  fact,  with  my  knowledge. 

As  I  considered  my  removal  inevitable,  I  asked,  in  my  per- 
sonal interview,  and  by  letter  No.  6,  such  order,  as  when  shown 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  would  be  an  apology  for 
leaving  the  station  under  my  care.  Had  such  order  been  given, 
all  subsequent  unpleasantness  would  have  been  prevented;  for 
the  present  result  I  am  not  accountable. 

If  any  doubt  exif^ted  as  to  the  propriety  of  submitting  the  an- 
nexed letters  to  the  public  eye,  it  is  removed  by  the  example  set 
by  the  president  in  the  attack  which  he  has  sanctioned,  and 
against  which  this  is  my  defence. 
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I.appeal  to  the  justice  and  generosity  of  all  publisiiers  of  news- 
papers, who  have  inserted  therein  the  attack  upon  me,  whether 
I  have  not  a  claim  upon  them  to  allow  me  to  be  heard,  by  pub- 
lishing the  present  letter,  and  the  annexed  documents.  Very 
respectfully  yours,  W.  J.  DUANE. 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1833. 

APPENDIX.       NO.  1. 

From  the  Globe  of  September  20,  1833. 

"We  are  authorised  to  suite  that  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  will  be  changed  from  tiie  l)ank  of  the  United  Slates  to 
the  state  banks,  as  soon  as  necessary  arranfjemeiits  can  be  made 
for  that  purpose,  arid  that  it  is  believed  they  can  be  completed 
in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston,  in  time  to 
make  the  change  by  liie  first  October,  and  perhaps  sooner,  if 
circumstances  should  render  an  earlier  action  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  government. 

"It  is  contemplated,  we  understand,  not  to  remove  at  once, 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  now  on  deposite  in  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  but  to  suffer  it  to  remain  there  until  it  shall 
be  gradually  withdrawn  by  the  usual  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. And  this  plan  is  adopted  in  order  to  prevent  any  neces- 
sity, on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  pressing 
upon  the  commercial  community,  and  to  enable  it  to  afford,  if 
it  think  proper,  the  usual  facilities  to  the  merchants.  It  is  be- 
lieved, that  by  this  mcan>:  the  change  need  not  produce  any  in- 
convenience to  the  commercial  community,  and  that  circum- 
stances will  not  require  a  sudden  and  heavy  call  on  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  occasjOH  embarrassment  to  the  insti- 
tution or  the  public." 

NO.  2. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 
Treasury  department,  September  2lst,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you — 

1.  A  copy  of  my  commission,  empowering  and  enjoining  me  to 
execute  my  duty  according  to  law,  and  authorising  me  to  hold 
my  office  at  your  pleasure. 

2.  A  copy  of  my  oath  of  office,  wherein  I  solemnly  pledged  my- 
self to  execute  the  trust  confided  to  me  with  fidelity. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  16th  section  of  the  law  chartering  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  whereby  the  discretion  t(»  discontinue  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money  in  tiiat  bank,  were  committed 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  alone. 

4.  An  extract  from  your  letter  to  me  of  the  26lh  of  June,  where- 
in yoti  promise  not  to  interfere  with  tl>e  independent  exercise 
of  the  discretion  committed  to  me  (by  the  above  mentioned) 
law  over  the  subject. 

5.  An  extract  from  your  exposition  of  the  I8lh  instant,  wherein 
you  state  that  you  do  not  expect  me,  at  your  request,  order  or 
dictation,  to  do  any  act  which  I  may  believe  to  be  illegal,  or 
which  my  conscience  may  condemn. 

When  you  delivered  to  me,  on  the  18th  inst.  the  exposition  of 
your  views,  above  referred  to,  I  asked  j'ou  whether  I  was  to  re- 
gard it  as  a  direction,  by  you  to  me,  to  remove  the  deposites; 
you  replied  that  it  was  your  direction  to  me  to  remove  the  de- 
posites, but  upon  your  responsibility,  and  you  had  the  goodness 
to  add,  that,  if  I  would  stand  by  you,  it  would  be  the  happiest 
day  of  your  life. 

Solemnly  impressed  with  a  profound  sense  of  my  obligations 
to  my  country  and  myself,  after  painful  reflection,  and  upon  my 
own  impressions,  unaided  by  any  advice  such  as  I  expected,  I 
respectfully  announce  to  you,  sir,  that  I  refuse  to  carry  your 
directions  into  effect. 

1.  Not  because  I  desire  to  frustrate  your  wishes,  for  it  would  be 
my  pleasure  to  promote  them,  if  I  could  do  so  consistently 
with  superior  obligations. 

2.  Not  because  I  desire  to  favor  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
to  which  I  have  been,  am,  and  ever  shall  be  opposed. 

3.  Not  to  gratify  any  views,  passions,  or  feelings  of  my  own — 
but 

4.  Because  I  consider  the  proposed  change  of  the  depository,  in 
the  absence  of  all  necessity,  a  breach  of  the  public  faith. 

5.  Because  the  measure,  if  not  in  reality,  appears  to  be  vindic- 
tive and  arbitrary,  not  conservative  or  just. 

6.  Because  if  the  bank  has  abused  or  perverted  its  powers,  the 
Judiciary  are  able  and  willing  to  punish;  and  in  the  last  resort 
the  representatives  of  the  people  may  do  so. 

7.  Because  the  last  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States 
pronounced  the  public  money  in  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
safe. 

8.  Because,  if  under  new  circumstances,  a  change  of  depository 
ought  to  be  made,  the  representatives  of  the  people  chosen 
eince  3'our  appeal  to  them  in  your  veto  message,  will  in  a  few 
weeks  assemble,  and  be  willing  and  able  to  do  their  duty. 

9.  Because  a  change  to  local  and  irresponsible  banks  will  tend 
to  shake  public  confidence,  and  promote  doubt  and  mischief 
in  the  operations  of  society. 

10.  Because  it  is  not  sound  policy  in  the  union  to  foster  local 
banks,  which,  in  their  multiplication  and  cupidity,  derange, 
depreciate  and  banish  the  only  currency  known  to  the  con- 
Etitution,that  of  gold  and  silver. 

11.  Because  it  is  not  prudent  to  confide,  in  the  crude  way  pro- 
posed by  your  agent,  in  local  banks,  when  on  an  average  of 
all  the  banks  dependant  in  a  great  degree  upon  each  other,  one 
dollar  in  silver  cannot  be  paid  for  six  dollars  of  the  paper  in 
circulation. 

19.  Because  it  is  dangerous  to  place,  in  the  hands  of  a  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  dependant  for  ofliee  on  executive  will  j  a  power 


to  favor  or  punish  local  banks,  and  consequently  make  them 
political  machinery. 

13.  Because  the  whole  proceeding  must  tend  to  diminish  the 
confidence  of  the  world  in  our  regard  for  national  credit  and 
reputation,  inasmuch  as,  whatever  may  be  the  abuses  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  the  evil  now  to  be 
endured  must  be  borne  by  innocent  persons,  many  of  whom 
abroad,  had  a  right  to  confide  in  the  law  that  authorised  them' 
to  be  holders  of  slock. 

14.  Because  I  believe  that  the  efforts  made  in  various  quarters 
to  hasten  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  did  not  originate  with 
patriots  or  statesmen,  but  in  scliemes  to  promote  selfish  and 
factious  purposes. 

15.  Because  it  has  been  attempted  by  persons  and  presses  known 
to  be  in  the  confidence  and  pay  of  the  administration,  to  in- 
timidate and  constrain  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  exe- 
cute an  act  in  direct  opposition  to  his  own  solemn  convic- 
tions. 

And,  now,  sir,  having  with  a  frankness,  that  means  no  disre- 
spect, and  with  feelings  such  as  I  lately  declared  then)  to  be, 
stated  to  you,  why  1  refused  to  execute  what  you  direct, 
I  proceed  to  perform  a  necessarily  connected  act  of  duty,  by 
announcing  to  you,  that  I  do  not  intend  voluntarily  to  leave 
the  post  which  the  law  has  placed  under  my  charge,  and  by 
giving  you  my  reasons  for  so  refusing. 

It  is  true,  that,  on  the  22d  July,  you  signified  in  language  suf- 
ficiently intelligible,  that  you  would  then  remove  nje  from  of- 
fice, unless  I  would  consent  to  remove  the  deposites,  on  your 
final  decision;  it  may  also  be  true,  that  under  a  well  grounded 
assurance,  that  your  bank  plan,  the  only  one  then  embodied  in 
the  instruction  drawn  up  by  me  for  your  agent,  would  be,  as  it 
proved,  abortive,  that  for  this  and  other  causes,  you  would  be 
content.  I  did  state  my  willingness  to  retire,  if  I  could  not 
concur  with  yoil. 

But  I  am  not  afraid  ta  meet  the  Verdict  of  genefods  men, 
upon  my  refusal  on  reflection,  and  after  what  has  since  occur- 
red, to  do  voluntarily  what  I  then  believed  I  never  should  be 
asked  to  do.  If  I  had  a  frail  reputation,  or  had  any  sinister 
purpose  to  answer,  I  might  be  open  to  censure,  for  a  neglect  of 
punctilious  delicacy;  but  I  can  have  no  impure  motives,  much 
les.s  can  I  attain  any  selfish  end;  1  barely  choose  between  one 
mode  of  retirement  and  another;  and  I  choose  that  mode,  which 
I  should  least  of  all  have  preferred,  if  I  had  not  exalted  and  re- 
deeming considerations  in  its  favor. 

T  have,  besides,  your  own  example;  I  do  not  say,  that  aftei' 
you  bad  promised  "not  to  interfere  with  the  independent  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  vested  in  me  by  law,"  you  were  wrong 
in  interfering,  if  you  really  thought  the  public  welfare  a  superior 
consideration  to  a  mere  observance  of  assurances  made  to  me; 
nor  can  you  say  that  I  err,  when  upon  a  solemn  sense  of  duty,  I 
prefer  one  mode  of  removal  from  this  station  to  another. 

The  course  is  due  to  my  own  self  preservation,  as  well  as  to 
the  public,  for  you  have  in  all  your  papers  held  out  an  assur- 
ance, that  you  would  "not  interfere  with  the  independent  ex- 
ercise of  the  discretion,  committed  to  nie  by  law,"  over  the  de- 
posites; and,  yet,  every  thing  but  actual  removal  of  me  from 
office,  has  been  done  to  effect  that  end.  So  that,  were  I  to  go 
out  of  office  voluntarily,  you  might  be  able  to  point  to  official 
papers,  that  would  contradict  me,  if  I  said  you  interfered,  and  I 
should  thus  be  held  up  as  a  weak  or  faithless  agent,  who  re- 
garded delicacy  not  shown  to  himself,  more  than  duty  to  his 
trust. 

Sir,  after  all,  I  confess  to  you,  that  I  have  had  scruples,  for 
it  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  condescended  to  weigh  a 
question  of  the  kind;  but  I  am  content  thai  it  si)a]l  be  said  of 
me,  that  in  July  last  I  forgot  myself  and  njy  duty  too,  rather 
than  it  should  be  said  that  now,  knowing  the  course  that  you 
pursue,  I  had  in  any  way  favored  it;  on  the  contrary,  if  I  have 
erred,  I  am  willing  to  be  reproved,  but  my  motives  no  man  can 
impugn. 

My  refusal  to  resiirn  cannot  keep  me  one  moment  longer  than 
you  please,  in  an  office  that  I  never  sought,  and  at  a  removal 
from  which  I  shall  not  grieve  on  my  own  account,  it  must  on 
the  contrary  hasten  my  exit.  So  that,  if  you  proceed  in  wrest- 
ing from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  the  citidal  in  his  posses- 
sion, the  act  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a  mandate,  which 
will  be  my  apology  for  no  longer  standing  in  the  breach. 

And  now,  sir,  allow  me  to  repeat  to  you,  in  sincerity  of  heart, 
that  in  taking  the  present  course,  under  a  solemn  sense  of  my 
obligations,  I  feel  a  sorrow  on  your  account,  far  greater  than  on 
my  own.  I  have  been  your  early,  uniform  and  steadfast  friend; 
I  can  have  no  unkind  disposition,  but  shall  cherish  those  of  a 
kind  nature,  that  I  feel.  You  proudly  occupy  the  hearts  of  your 
countrymen,  but  still  it  is  the  lot  of  humanity  at  times  to  srr.  I 
do  ample  justice  to  your  motives,  but  I  am  constrained  to  re- 
gret your  present  proceedings,  and  I  devoutly  wish  that  you 
may  live  to  see  all  my  forebodings  contradicted,  and  your  mea- 
sures followed  by  results  beneficial  to  your  country,  and  hono- 
rable to  yourself.  With  the  utmost  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  J.  DUANE. 

NO.    3. 

The  president  of  the  United  Statedto  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Washiniifon.  Sept.  21,  1833. 
Sir:  After  you  retired  I  opened  and  read  the  paper  you  hand- 
ed to  me,  I   herewith  return  it,  as  a  communication  which  I 
cannot  receive.     Having  invited  the  free  and  full  communica- 
tion of  all  your  views,  before  I  made  up  a  final  opinion  upon 
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the  subject,  I  cannot  consent  to  enter  into  further  discussion  of 
the  question. 

Tlieie  are  numerous  imputations  in  the  latter,  which  cannot, 
with  propriet}',  bw  allowed  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  be- 
tween tiie  president  and  the  head  of  a  department.  In  your 
letter  of  July  la>t,  you  remark — "But  if,  after  receiving  the  in- 
formation and  hearing  tlie  discussions,  1  shall  not  consider  it 
my  duty,  as  a  respuuHible  agent  of  the  law,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  decision  ilml  you  may  then  make,  I  will,  from  respect  to 
yoii  and  for  myself,  afford  you  an  early  opporinnity  to  select  a 
successor,  whose  views  may  accord  with  your  f)wn  on  the  im- 
portant matter  in  contemplation."  My  communication  to  my 
cabinet  was  made  under  this  assurance  received  from  you;  and 
1  have  not,  requested  you  to  perform  any  thin^  which  your 
sense  of  duty  did  not  sanction.  1  have  merely  wished  to  be  in- 
formed, whether,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  you  can,  con- 
sistently with  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites, 
adopt  such  measures  in  relation  to  them,  as  in  my  view  the 
public  interests,  and  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  render  proper. 
If  you  will  now  communicate  that  information,  it  will  confer  an 
obiigation  on  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

NO.    4. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
Treasury  department,  Sept.  2lst,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note,  returning  the  communication  that  I  presented  to  you  this 
morning;  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  returned,  are,  that  further 
discussion  of  the  deposite  question  is  unnecessary,  and  that 
there  were  imputations  therein,  that  could  not  be  admitted  into 
a  correspondence  between  the  president  and  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment. 

Allow  me  respectfully  to  say,  that,  it  was  not  with  a  view  to 
a  further  discussion,  that  i  prt;sented  my  reasons  for  declining 
to  act  agreeably  to  your  direction,  in  removing  the  deposites, 
but  to  justify  n)y  refusal,  nor  was  it  my  desire  or  intention  that 
any  matter  contained  in  my  letter  should  be  disrespectful,  or 
open  to  such  a  supposition,  that  any  thing  therein  should  be  so 
construed,  I  very  much  regret. 

My  object  throughout  was  to  justify  the  course  on  the  two 
points  stated  in  my  letter,  which,  under  the  most  solemn  im- 
pressions, I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  pursue. 

To  show  you  my  obligations,  I  presented  a  copy  of  my  com- 
mission, a  copy  of  my  oath  of  oflice,  and  a  copy  of  the  law  giv- 
ing the  secretary  of  the  treasury  the  discretion  to  change  the 
public  depository;  to  show  you  upon  what  I  relied,  in  my 
course  of  conduct,  I  quoted  your  letter  of  June  26th,  axid  your 
exposition  of  the  18th  instant.  In  order  to  justify  my  refusal  to 
resign,  I  described  the  circumstances  under  which  your  letter 
of  July  22d,  and  my  reply  of  the  same  date  were  written,  and 
showed  the  new  posture  in  which  1  was  placed  by  subsequent 
retieclion  and  occurrences. 

When   I  entered  your  administration,  I  had  no  knowledge 
that  you  had  come  to  any  decision  on  the  deposite  question,  or' 
that  you  meditated  a  change  of  depository  without  the  action  of 
congress. 

As  soon  as  T  was  made  acquainted  with  your  views,  I  anxi- 
ously sought  to  .accord  with  them;  and  as  you  invited  a  full  dis- 
closure of  my  thougiits,  by  assuring  me  in  your  letter  of  the  26th 
of  June,  that  you  did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the  indepen- 
dent exercise  of  the  discretion  committed  to  me  by  law  oyer 
the  deposites,  I  opened  myself  freely  to  you,  against  any  change 
of  the  depository;  at  all  subsequent  stages,  although  1  have  kept 
myself  open  to  expl;inalif)n,  I  have  invariably  disinclined  to 
make  that  change,  and  I  remnin  in  the  same  resolution  still. 

Permit  me  respectl'ully  to  say,  that  I  am  not  aware,  that  my 
willingness,  or  unwillingness,  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  to 
select  a  successor,  could  have  had  any  influence  or  bearing 
upon  any  question  before  the  cabinet;  but  I  am  willing  to  meet 
that  consideration,  as  well  as  those  slated  to  you  this  day  in  our 
interview. 

In  short,  sir,  as  I  stated  to  you,  in  that  interview,  my  course 
is  justiricatory  towards  you:  I  desire  no  unkind  feeling,  I  have 
no  unkind  purpose;  however  ardent,  or  unusual  my  language 
may  be,  it  is  at  least  sincere. 

Allow  me  then  very  respectfully  to  state,  as  declared  at  our 
interview,  thnt,  under  the  most  serious  eonvicticuis  of  my  duty, 
I  refuse  to  aid,  assist,  or  in  any  way  partici[)ate  in  the  proposed 
change  of  the  public  depo-itory — that  t  refuse  to  relinquish  a 
post  conferred  upon  me  by  the  law— and  that,  without  in  the 
most  reunite  degree  meaning  any  sort  of  disrespect  to  you,  I 
protest  against  any  interference,  on  your  part,  with  powers  ami 
duties,  which,  1  believe,  were  designedly  withheld  from  the 
president,  and  committed  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  law. 

With  fervent  wishes  that  your  measures  may  conduce  to  the 
advantage  of  your  country,  and  to  the  honor  of  yourself.  1  am 
with  the  utmost  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  DUANE. 

NO.    F>. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the  IT.  States. 
Treasury  department,  Sept.  21 ,  1833. 
Sir:  Allow  me,  with  great  respect,  to  pres(>nt  to  you  another 
view  in  addition  to  those  stated  in  my  hitter  of  this  date. 

If  1  uud(!rstand  your  wish,  as  it  is  to  he  colh-cted  froin  your 
note  of  this  date,  which  I  linve  just  now  au'ain  ps'rused,  it  iii  to 
h<ild  me,  upon  principles  of  delifury  at  least,  to  my  assurance 
of  July22d,  that  unless  [  agreed  with  your  decision,  after  en- 


quiry and  discussion,  I  would  promptly  afford  you  an  opportu- 
nity to  obtain  a  successor  according  in  your  views. 

I  pray  you  dispassionately  to  consider,  whether  you  did  not 
absolve  me,  even  upon  principles  of  delicacy,  from  all  obliga- 
tion tipon  this  view  of  the  matter. 

1.  On  VVednesdny,  Sept.  18th,  I  signified  in  cabinet  my  de- 
sire to  take  and  examine  your  exposition;  you  gave  it  to  me, 
saying,  in  reply  to  my  enquiry  as  to  your  direction,  that  I  was 
to  consider  myself  directed  to  act  on  your  responsibility. 

2.  On  Thursday  morning,  Sept.  19th,  you  applied  to  me  to 
know  if  I  had  come  to  a  decision,  and  I  returned  by  your  mes- 
senger who  brought  your  note  this  reply: 

'^  To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

"Sir:  Upon  a  matter  that  deeply  concerns  not  only  myself^ 
but  all  who  are  dear  to  me,  I  have  deemed  it  right,  as  I  have 
not  a  friend  here  to  advise  with,  to  ask  the  counsel  of  my  father 
at  this  crisis;  I  wrote  to  him  last  night,  and  am  sure  that  no^ 
thing  but  sickness  will  prevent  his  presence  to-morrow  night; 
on  the  next  day,  I  trust  1  shall  be  ab>e  to  make  a  communica- 
tion to  you.     With  the  utmost  respect,  your  ob'l  serv't, 

"W.  J.  DUANE, 

"Sep*.  19<;i,  1833." 

3.  On  the  same  day,  Thursday,  I9th  Sept.  your  private  seere^ 
tary,  major  Donelson,  called  on  me  to  say,  that  you  proposed  to 
publish,  in  the  Globe  of  next  day,  your  decision:  I  replied  that 
I  thought  you  ought  not,  that  I  was  not  a  party  to  it,  and  as  a 
matter  of  delicacy  to  myself  could  not  approve  of  it. 

Lest  words  should  be  forgotten,  I  wrote  and  delivered  to 
major  Donelson  this  reply: 
"./S.  J.  Donelson,  esq. 

"Dear  sir:  The  world  is  so  censorious,  that  I  am  obliged 
upon  reflection,  to  express  to  you  my  hope,  that  you  will  not 
regard  me  as  approving  of  any  publication:  it  would  seem  to  be 
but  delicate  to  defer  such  an  act  until  I  shall  either  concur  or 
decline:  however,  all  that  i  desire  to  have  understood  is,  that  I 
do  not  approve  of  the  course  you  mentioned.  Were  I  the  pre- 
sident, 1  would  consult,  at  least  reasonably,  the  feelings  of  a 
man,  who  has  already  anxiety  enough.  As  to  the  newspapers, 
they  will  know  what  has  been  done,  without  an  official  com- 
munication.    Very  respectfully  yours,  W.  J.  DUANE» 

''Sept.  19,1833." 

4.  In  the  Globe  of  Friday,  Sept.  20,  you  caused  it  to  be  an- 
nounced to  the  world,  that  the  die  was  cast,  thus  altogether  dis- 
regarding the  rights  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  my  own 
feelings  and  fame,  and  refusing  besides  to  wait  even  until  the 
next  day  to  receive  my  decision. 

Allow  me,  theretore,  very  respectfully,  but  confidently  to  say, 
tliat  I  was  thus  discharged  from  any  sort  of  obligation,  or  re- 
spect for,  or  on  account  of  the  past. 

You  gave  me  no  opportunity  to  let  you  know,  whether  I 
would  or  would  not  afiord  you  an  opportunity  to  choose  a  suc- 
cessor; in  short,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was,  as  far  as  an 
executivo!  act  could  do  it,  nullified;  and  I  hold  it,  therefore, 
that  after  such  a  course,  I  may  stand  before  my  country,  ac- 
quitted of  any  disregard  even  of  delicacy. 

Trusting,  sir,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  permit  this  to  en- 
ter into  your  consideration  with  my  former  note  of  this  date, 
and  that  we  may  close,  without  discredit  to  either,  the  pending 
matter.  I  am,  with  the  utmost  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  J.  DUANE. 

NO.    6. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the  U,  States. 
Treasury  department,  Sept.  21sf,  1833. 

Sir:  As  you  had  not,  in  any' written  communications,  given 
a  direction  as  to  the  deposites,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  left  the 
action  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  a  matter  of  option,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you 
your  exposition  of  the  18th  inst.  to  ask  you  whether  I  was  to 
consider  myself  directed  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  you  re- 
plied that  1  was  directed  on  your  responsibility. 

I  was  preparing  to  lay  before  you  an  exposition  of  our  relative 
position  and  views,  froin  the  first  moment  of  my  entry  into  your 
administration,  when  yourdecision  was  authoritatively  announc- 
ed in  the  Globe — a  proceeding  unsanctioned  by  me,  that  render- 
ed all  further  discussion  needless,  and  any  attempt  of  the  kind 
derogatory  to  mj'self. 

A  communication,  justificatory  of  my  course  under  present 
circumstances,  which  I  delivered  to  you  yesterday,  having  been 
returned,  on  account  of  alleged  objectionable  matter  therein, 
the  presence  of  which,  if  disrespectful,  I  regret,  it  now  be- 
comes my  duty,  in  reply  to  your  letter  returning  that  communi- 
cation, respectfully  to  announce  my  unwillingness  to  carry 
your  direction  as  to  the  deposites  into  effect;  and  to  making 
known  that  decision,  without  meanini:  any  sort  of  disrespect,  to 
protect  myself,  by  protesting  against  all  that  has  been  done,  or 
is  doing,  to  divest  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  power  to 
exercise,  indepiMuhuitly  of  the  president,  the  discretion  com- 
mitted to  him  by  law  over  the  deposites. 

I  have  already,  sir,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  recent- 
ly, withotit  contradiction,  before  the  cabinet,  stated  that  I  did 
not  know,  until  after  my  induction  into  office,  that  you  had  de- 
termined that  the  deposites  should  be  removed  without  any  fur- 
ther aiHion  by  congioss;  if  I  had  known  that  such  was  your  de- 
cision, and  that  I  should  be  required  to  act,  I  would  not  have 
accepted  office.  Rut,  as  soon  as  I  tinderstood,  when  in  office, 
what  your  intention  was,  f  sought  for  all  information  calculat- 
ed to  enable  me  to  act  utirighily  in  the  embarrassing  position  in 
which  I  was  unexpectedly  placed. 
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You  were  so  good  a?  to  transmit  to  me,  to  that  '  nd,  from  Ron- 
ton, not  only  tlie  opinions!  of  tlie  nieinl)frs  of  llie  cabinet,  but 
your  own  vi»;ws  in  detail,  upon  tlie  dcpo^site  question;  but  in 
Ht'.'ad  of  intimating  to  n)e,  that  my  di^inf'ination  to  cniry  those 
views  into  etfeol,  would  be  followed  'o'  ii  t-!»'l  'or  "ly  retirement, 
you  emphatieally  nt^^ured  me,  ii>  your  letter  of  the  28lh  June, 
that  you  "did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the  independent  ex 
ercise  of  the  di^crelion,  committed  to  me  by  law  over  the  sub- 
ject," 

Fully  confiding  in  the  encourasrment  thus  held  out,  I  enter- 
ed into  an  exposition  of  my  objections  to  the  pr()|>u.^ed  mea- 
sure. Discussion  ended  in  an  nnd('r^tandinn,  that  we  sliould 
remain  uncommitted,  until  alter  an  inquiry,  which  your  a^ent 
was  to  make,  should  be  completed,  and  until  the  discussion  ot 
the  subject  of  the  cabinet.  But  pendini^  the  [)reparati()n  for  this 
inquiry,  I  received  your  letter  of  July  22d,  conveying,  what  1 
understood  to  be  an  intimation  that  1  mttst  retire,  unless  I 
would  then  say,  that  I  would  rt;movethe  deposites,  alter  the  in- 
quiry and  discussions,  in  case  you  should  then  decide  to  liave 
lliem  removed. 

I  would  have  at  once  considered  this  letter  as  an  order  to  re- 
tire, and  would  have  obeyed  it,  if  J  had  not  thought  it  my  duty 
to  liold  the  post  entrusted  to  me  as  long  as  I  could  do  so  with 
benefit  to  the  country,  and  williout  discredit  to  myself;  instead 
theiefore  of  retiring  voluntarily  or  otherwise,  I  subjected  my 
feelings  to  restraint,  and  .stated,  as  you  quote  in  your  letter  of 
this  day,  that  if  I  could  not,  after  inquiry  and  discussion,  as  the 
rt-spoiiPible  agent  of  the  law,  carry  into  affect  the  decision  that 
might  be  mule,  I  would  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  select  a 
Buccessor,  &c. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  inquiry  was  entered  upon,  it 
ended  in  showing,  as  I  had  predicted,  that  the  plan  submitted 
to  me  on  the  26th  June,  was  impracticable  and  in  a  report  with- 
out any  defined  substitute  according  to  my  comprehension  oi'it. 
After  a  consideration  of  the  subject  in  the  cabinet,  you  gave 
directions  as  stated  at  the  commencement  of  this  letter,  and  I 
wrote  to  you  that  I  would  make  a  communication  to  you  on 
Saturday,  2lst  inst.  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  as  hereinbefore 
stated. 

Unto  the  present  time,  therefore,  I  have  been  struggling,  un- 
der painful  circumstances,  not  to  retain  a  post  that  1  never 
sought,  and  the  loss  of  which  I  shall  not  regret  on  my  own  ac- 
count, but  to  maintain  it  for  the  country,  under  a  serious  sense 
of  duty  to  it,  and  to  avert  a  measure  that  I  honestly  feared 
might  affect  yourself. 

Without  entertaining,  or  desiring  to  manifest  towards  you, 
sir,  the  slightest  disrespect,  but  solemnly  impressed  with  a  con- 
sideration of  my  responsibility  to  the  country,  and  my  duty  to 
myself,  I  now  definitely  declare,  that  [  will  not  in  any  way  aid  or 
assist  to  cause  the  public  money  to  be  deposited  in  any  other  in- 
stitution, bank,  or  place,  than  that  provided  by  the  16th  section 
of  the  act,  chartering  the  United  States  bank,  until  congress 
shall  director  authorise  such  change  to  be  made,  unless  good 
cause  shall  arise,  such  as  in  my  judgment  does  not  now  exist. 
I  am  further  constrained,  owing  to  occurrences  and  circum- 
stances, that  in  part  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  or  have  taken 
place,  of  late,  to  leave  it  to  you,  sir,  to  determine  whether  1  am 
or  am  not  any  longer  to  remain  a  member  of  your  administra.- 
tion. 

I  sincerely  hope  and  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  consider  that  I 
owe  it  to  myself,  my  family,  and  my  friends,  not  to  leave  my 
course,  at  this  most  trying  moment  of  my  lite,  open  to  doubt  or 
conjecture,  that  my  conduct  has  already  sharpimed  the  dagger 
of  malice,  as  may  be  seen  in  some  of  Itie  pnl)iic  prints;  that  you, 
who  have  been  assailed  in  so  many  tender  parts,  and  in  whose 
defence  I  have  devoted  many  a  painful  day,  ought  to  make  al- 
lowance for  me,  in  my  preseiit  position;  that  were  I  to  resign, 
1  could  meet  no  calumniator  without  breach  of  duty;  that  I  ask 
such  order  or  direction  from  you,  in  relation  to  my  ofllce,  as  may 
protect  me  and  my  children  from  reproach,  and  save  you  and 
myself  from  all  present  or  future  pain,  that  I  desire  to  separate 
in  peace  and  kindness;  that  I  will  strive  to  forget  all  ntiplea- 
^antness,  or  cause  of  it;  and  that  I  devoutly  wish  that  your 
measures  may  end  in  happiness  to  your  country  and  honor  to 
yourself.  With  the  utmost  consideration,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. VV.  J.  DUANE. 

No.  7. 
The  president  of  the  U,  States  to  the  secretary  of  the  trcnsurv. 

'September '23,  1633. 
Sir: — Since  I  returned  your  first  letter  of  Septembe-r  21st,  and 
since  the  receipt  of  your  second  letter  of  the  same  day,  which 
1  sent  back  to  you  at  your  own  request,  I  have  received  your 
third  and  fourth  letters  of  the  same  date.  Tiie  two  last,  as  well 
as  the  first,  contain  statements  that  are  inaccurate;  and  as  I 
have  already  indicated  in  my  last  note  to  you,  that  a  correspon- 
dence of  this  description  is  inadmissible,  your  two  last  letters 
are  herewith  returned. 

But  from  all  your  recent  communications,  as  weU  as  your  re- 
cent conduct,  your  feelings  and  sentiments  appear  to  beofsuch 
a  character,  that  after  your  letter  of  July  last,  in  which  you  say, 
should  your  views  not  accord  with  mine  "I  will  from  respect  to 
you  and  for  myself,  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  select  a  suc- 
cessor whose  views  may  accord  with  your  own,  on  the  import- 
ant matter  in  contemplation,"  and  your  determination  now  to 
disregard  the  pledge  you  then  gave,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to 
notify  you  that  your  further  services  as  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ary  no  longer  required.  I  am  respectfullv.  your  obedient  ser- 
servant,  (Signed)  AJJDREW  JACKSON. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  McLEAN. 
The  following  has  recently  been  published  in  the  Columbua 
(O.)  Sentinel. 

Washington,  September  ^5,  1827. 
My  dear  sir — F  have  just  received  your  friendly  letter,  and 
feel  truly  thankful,  as  I  shall  always  be,  for  your  advice.  My 
[tosition  is  taken,  and  v^ill  be  maintained,  or  I  will  fall  in  me 
attempt.  It  i>  om  Ibunded  on  theiiurest  pi  inci[)les  of  patriotism, 
and  essentially  connected  with  tin;  bej^i  interests  of  the  country, 
lias  it,  indeed,  come  to  this,  tluit  the  |»atroiiage  of  the  govern- 
ment must  be  prosiiiuted  lor  tin;  personal  advantage  of  indivi- 
dual.-.? 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  individuals  in  opposition, 
they  have  rights  that  .■■hall  be  resfiected,  and  in  my  ofiicial  cha- 
racter, whatever  may  be  their  (i^elinus  tov\ards  me  personally,  I 
will  resjiect  them.  1  do  not  hold  patronage  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  to  promote  the  general  good.  There  shall  be  as  little 
of  selfishness  in  my  course  as  po.-sible. 

1  wish  yon  not  to  suppose  thai  I  pursue  a  course  in  the  pre- 
sent contest,  w  hieh  I  shall  not  in  future  pursue.  My  course  haa 
no  reference  to  iiuiividuals.  Humble  as  my  ambition  may  be, 
it  is  too  lofty  to  render  myself  useful  to  any  individual  by  ap- 
pro|>riating  to  liim,  what  jiroperly  belongs  to  the  public.  No — 
when  that  shall  become  necessary  to  sustain  a  public  officer,  a 
private  station  will  be  the  post  of  honor. 

No  man  has  heard  me  express  a  wish  for  the  election  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  or  that  Mr.  Adams  might  fail,  f  have  done 
nothing  to  embarrass  the  administration;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  given  it  the  most  efficient  support  in  my  power,  by  an 
energetic  discharge  of  my  iiublic  duties.  I  defend  Mr.  Adams 
when  I  hear  him  unjnstlv  assailed;  I  do  the  same  thing  when 
general  Jackson  is  abust  d  in  my  presence. 

My  policy  is  truth  and  fairness,  and  an  energetic  discliarge  of 
duly.  Let  the  adninistraiion  befell  in  benefits  conferred,  ra- 
ther than  in  dinner  speeches.  It  is  my  impression,  that  if  every 
officer  of  the  covernnient  had  pursued  the  course  I  have  done, 
that  the  adminisiratioii  would  have  been  twice  as  strong,  nearly, 
as  it  now  is.  Rely  upon  what  I  say,  that  my  course  is  the  only 
one  that  will  enable  any  administration  in  this  country  to  tri- 
uinph. 

If  the  officers  of  government  must  become  partisans,  and  it 
shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  theirduty  to  use  the  influence  of 
public  stations,  and  the  patronage  in  their  hands,  to  re  elect 
the  president,  it  will  at  once  reduce  this  great  contest  into  a 
personal  scramble  for  office  between  the  onts  and  the  ins.  The 
officers  will  become  corrupt,  because  they  will  use  the  sacred 
trust  confided  for  the  public  interest,  to  promote  their  personal 
views — and  tlie  people  will  be  corrupted  so  far  as  such  an  in- 
fluence can  extend;  and,  it  may  be  asked,  who  can  limit  this 
influence.''  But  few  are  proof  against  the  tempiations  for  office. 
My  impression  is,  that  the  public  good  is  the  great  object,  to 
attain  whiwh  should  be  tlie  first  and  the  last  of  every  officer's 
exertions.  FJis  patronage  should  be  dispensed  with  a  single 
eye  to  this  object.  Then  will  the  most  virtuous  and  meritorious 
persons  be  called  into  the  public  service;  faction  will  have  no 
aliment  on  which  it  can  feed,  and  our  institutions  will  become 
what  every  friend  to  his  country  desires  to  see  them. 

Were  I  at  the  head  of  the  government,  to  retain  the  favor  of 
my  country,  I  should  wish  a  postmaster  general  to  pursue,  in 
eveiy  particular,  the  course  Ihat  I  now  do. 

Some  excuse  may  be  wanting  for  a  loss  of  popularity,  and  I 
may  be  assailed.  I  shall  be  invulnerable,  unless  assailed  by  the 
system  of  detraction  which  now  too  much  prevails,  and  against 
the  effects  of  which  no  man  is  safe. 

My  course  is  not  influenced  by  a  calculation  of  interest — be- 
cause I  am  aware  that  the  heated  partisans  on  both  sides  will 
not  be  pleased  with  it;  but  I  am  greatly  disappointed  in  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  tliis  people,  if  the  trreat  mass  of  them 
will  not  approve  of  it.  Do  the  people  require  that  their  public 
officers  should  dictate  to  tiiein  in  a  matter  which  belongs  ex- 
clusively to  themselves?  My  opinion  is,  that  the  people  are 
fully  competent  to  this  business,  and  that  they  do  tiot  require 
the  officious  interference  of  their  public  servants.  What  would 
be  said  of  the  chii^f  justice  of  the  United  States,  if  he  were  to 
become  an  electioneering  partisan.''  Would  it  add  to  his  dignity 
as  a  judge,  or  to  the  public  confidence  in  him  as  an  arbiter  of 
individual  rights? 

My  friends  have  no  more  right  to  ask  of  me  an  electioneering 
course,  than  the  friends  of  judge  Marshall  have  to  demand  it  of 
him.  I  have  never,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited  any 
individual  to  vote  for  rnc,  when  I  was  a  candidate  before  the 
people  for  the  legislature.  T  do  not  think,  to  my  views  and 
feelings,  that  it  is  profier  to  do  so.  In  the  election  of  others,  I 
shall  eqnally  abstain  from  an  oflicious  interference.  If  I  remain 
in  public  life,  it  shall  he.  not  because  I  have  contributed  to  the 
election  of  some  aspiring  partisan,  but  because  my  servicea 
were  useful  to  the  public.     Your  friend,        JOHN  McLEAN. 

To ,  Ohio. 

— »">»^®g<»"- 

HO?>rOR3  TO  THE  LATE  I\TR.  TURNBULL, 
"We  copy  tiie  following  as  we  find  it,  from  the  Charleston 


Post  of  Nov.  23. 

Ceremonies  of  the  22r7.  An  unusually  fine  day  gave  brilliancy 
to  the  spectacle  which  was  yesterday  exhibited  in  our  city. 
Agreeably  to  the  Prooramme  arranged  for  the  occasion,  the  rev. 
clergy,  llie  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  the  foreign  conFuls,  mem- 
bers of  congress,  hj^s  honor  the  lieutenant  governor,  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  legislature,  the  judges,  officers  of  the  state,  the  hon. 
the  intendant  and  wardens  of  the  city,  the  recorder,  officers  of 
the  city,  the  state  volunteers,  the  youths  and  the  citizens  gene- 
rally, assembled  at  the  west  end  of  Broad  street,  at  11  o'clock, 
when  a  procession  was  organized  on  the  north  side  of  the  same 
street,  opposite  the  medical  college  of  the  stale  of  South  Caro- 
lina, (late  the  theatre)  whence — Mr.  Calhoun  having  not  yet 
arrived — they  moved  to  the  cemetery  of  St.  Phillip's  church. 

The  governor  had  just  taken  his  station  near  the  tomb  of  Mr. 
.Turnbull,  when  Mr.  Calhoun^s  arrival  was  announced,  who  im- 
mediately entered  the  cemetery,  attended  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  escort  him,  and  took  his  station  by  the  governor,  by 
whom   he   was   very  cordially  greeted.     Captain    Lynch  then 
came  forward,  holding  in  his  hand  a  case  enclosing  copies  of 
the  "Crisis"  and  other  works  of  Mr.  Turnbull,  to  be  deposited 
under  the  corner  stone,  and  addressed  the  governor  in  a   few 
appropriate  reniarks,  connected  with   the  itnposing  ceremony 
which  was  about  to  be  performed.     Gov.  Hayne  then  proceed- 
ed to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  monument,  having  done  which 
he  then  made  a  short  but  eloquent  address  to  the  immense  as- 
semblage around  him,  and,  pointing  to  the  tomb  of  the  patriot, 
the  honored  and  lamented  Turnbull,  who  lay  unconscious  ol 
the  proud  triumph  which   his  genius  had  won  for  his  memory, 
he  biide  them  emulate  his  virtues,  and  levere  and  cherish  those 
sacred  principles  of  liberty,  for  his  deep  devotion  to,  and  unwa- 
vering maintenance  of  which,  they  were  now  gathered  around 
his  grave,  to  pay  him  that  homage  which  freedom  invoked  for 
her  disciples,  and  which  freemen  alone  know  how  to  bestow. 
The  ceremony  having  closed,  the  procession  was  again  formed, 
and  moved  into  the  church,  where,  after  divine  service  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Gadsden,  an  euloginm  was  pronounced  by  gen.  Hamil- 
ton.   It  was  an  effusion  marked  by  fine  feeling,  eloquence,  and 
a  discriminating  judgment  that  did  ample  justice  to  the  politi- 
cal character  of  Mr.  Turnbull,  both  as  a  writer  and  a  man.     It 
was   listened  to   throughout   with   the   profoundest  attention, 
while  many  of  its  sentiments  were  responded  to  by  the  heart- 
felt plaudits  of  his  auditory. 

The  interesting  and  imposing  ceremonies  of  the  day,  were 
closed  by  an  immense  assemblage  of  the  free  trade  and  state 
rights  party  at  the  circus,  comprising  an  unusual  number  of  la 
dies  (occupying  the  upper  tier  of  boxes)  who  had  convened  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  the  tribute 
of  their  heartfelt  gratitude  and  praise  for  the  invaluable  services 
he  has  rendered  to  the  great  cause  in  which  our  state  is  now 
embarked,  and  to  a  sense  of  whose  vital  importance  the  whole 
south  is  rapidly  awakening. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Calhoun  at  the  circus,  Mr. 
Isaac  E.  Holmes  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  party  be  return- 
ed to  general  Hamilton  for  his  admirable  discourse  on  the  cha- 
racter and  merits  of  Mr.  Turnbull — the  very  able  and  feeling 
manner  in  which  he  depicted  wliat  had  been  the  public  services 
and  private  virtues  of  him  to  whose  memory  the  day  had  b(;en 
consecrated — and  the  tone  of  lofty  and  devoted  patriotism  with 
which  the  orator  inculcated  those  lessons  of  freedom,  which 
once  learned,  abide  forever  by  the  hearts  of  the  truly  virtuous 
and  brave. 

Mr.  Cailioun's  arrival  at  the  house  was  then  announced. 
The  audience  rose  and  received  him  with  the  most  overwhelm- 
ing bur--ts  of  applause.  When  this  subsided,  capt.  James  Lynch 
introduced  Mr.  C.  to  the  hon.  Henry  Deas,  as  chairman  of 
the  meeting,  who  addressed  Mr.  C.  in  a  short  but  eloquent  and 
impassioned  speech,  marked,  at  the  same  time  by  great  dignity 
of  tone  and  manner,  in  which  he  expressed  to  him  at  once  the 
gratitude  of  the  free  trade  and  stale  riuhts  party,  for  his  eminent 
services  in  the  great  cause  of  constitutional  liberty,  and  the 
high  satisfaction  they  felt  in  having  an  opportunity  of  person- 
ally testifying  to  him  their  very  cordial  esteem  and  unfeigned 
respect. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose  and  replied  in  a  speech  of  about  an 
hour,  that  fully  realized  the  high  wrought  expectations  of  all 
who  heard  him.  His  appearance  and  manner  were  highly  dig 
nified — his  voice  strong  and  distinct — while  the  several  points 
in  his  speech  took  with  powerful  effect,  as  was  evinced  by  loud 
and  prolonged  peals  of  applause.  In  adverting  to  the  effects 
produced  by  nullification,  he  observed,  that  up  to  the  time  of 
our  state  interposition,  the  tatiffhad  been  regularly  progressing, 
but  that  subsequent  to  that  period,  its  advocates  in  lieu  of  fur- 
ther accession  to  their  gains  were  now  content  to  hold  on  to  the 
plunder  they  had  already  acquired.  The  American  System, 
though  not  actually  dead,  had  received  a  mortal  wound,  at  the 
hand  of  the  father  of  that  system  himfclf.  In  proof  of  this  he 
adverted  to  the  addresses  made  to  Mr.  Clay  in  the  course  of  his 
recent  eastern  tour,  and  his  replies  to  those  addresses  in  which 
the  American  System  was  not  once  named — no  not  once!  This 
was  ominous!  There  was  certainly  a  magic  in  nullification, 
for  it  had  effected  in  a  few  short  months  ihat  which  the  united 
efforts  of  the  whole  southern  states,  in  the  shape  of  petition, 
remonstrance  and  protest,  had  failed  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  remarked  in  alluding  to  tlie  attempted  co- 
ercion of  this  slate,  that  it  amounted  to  an  actual  revolution  in 
our  form  of  government.  He  was  asked,  when  secretary  of 
war,  why  we  did  not  pursue  the  same  plan  in  reference  to  our 
fortifications,  that  was  practised  in  Europe— that,  namely,  of 
building  their  foils  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  towns? 
To  this  he  replied  tliat  in  Europe  there  was  a  two-fold  object  to 
be  accomplished,  that  of  repelling  foreign  invasion,  and  the 
keeping  in  awe  of  their  own  subjects.  With  us  there  was  but 
a  single  object,  that  of  repelling  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  ene- 


my. And  shay  we  now  be  told  that  no  revolution  has  taken 
place  in  the  forimj  of  our  government,  when  the  guns  of  our 
forts,  instead  of  beihg  pointed  outward  against  our  foes,  were 
turned  inwardly  upon  our  own  citizens.'  Mr.  C.  observed,  that 
the  union  upon  equal  principles,  upon  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution—he esteemed  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  blessings,  but  a 
union  upon  the  principles  of  the  force  bill,  one  of  the  greatest  of 
calamities.  While  the  bill  continued  to  pollute  our  statute 
book,  we  enjoy  but  the  empty  name,  with  none  of  the  rights  of 
freemen. 

After  Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  seated,  a  call  was  made  for  the 
governor,  who  sat  on  his  right,  and  who  on  rising,  observed  that 
his  long  absence  from  the  meetings  of  the  party,  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  position  in  which  he  stood,  as  executive  of  the 
slate,  a  position  which  did  not,  as  he  thought,  admit  of  his 
mingling,  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do,  at  the  public  meetings  of 
his  political  friends,  but  that  on  the  present  occasion  he  could 
not  deny  himself  the  gratification  of  accompanying  our  distin- 
guished guest  into  the  presence  of  those  who  had  met  together 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  him  personally  their  high  sense 
of  his  political  services  and  public  worth.  After  a  few  obser- 
vations, niade  in  the  very  happy  manner  for  which  gov.  Hayne 
is  so  remarkable,  he  went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  a  secret  to  dis- 
close to  the  meeting  which,  as  it  could  not  much  longer  be  con- 
cealed, it  was  as  well  he  should  acquaint  them  wilh  it  at  once. 
This  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  fact,  that  after  all  the 
outcry  that  had  been  raised  by  our  political  opponents,  about 
the  ruinous  increase  of  taxation  that  would  be  incurred  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  nullification,  not  only  would  our  citizens  not 
be  taxed  one  cent  beyond  the  usual  assessment,  but  that  there 
actually  remained  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  trea- 
sury, over  and  above  the  current  expenditures — to  be  disposed 
of  in  any  manner  that  the  legislature  may  determine  on.  The 
tone  in  which  the  governor  announced  this  fact,  occasioned  a 
universal  burst  of  laughter  at  the  expense  of  the  union  sooth- 
sayers, who  had  on  this,  as  on  certain  other  subjects,  predicted 
the  "downfall  of  our  house." 

The  meeting  adjourned  on  the  conclusion  of  the  governor's 
address,  in  the  highest  spirits,  having  derived  abundant  gratifi- 
cation from  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  in  the  course  of  which 
they  had  heard  and  witnessed  so  much  that  was  calculated  to 
confirm  them  in  their  principles,  and  cheer  them  in  their  hopes, 
as  the  gallant  and  determined  citizens  of  a  free  stale. 

TREATY  BETWEEN  TURKEY  AND  RUSSIA. 
The  knowledge  of  the  treaty  between  Russia  and  the  porte 
has  at  last  become  public.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  it. 
It  is  dated  the  8th  of  July;  being  according  to  the  Turkish  chro- 
nology, the  24lh  day  of  the  moon,  and  consists  of  a  preamble,  6 
articles,  and  a  conclusion,  signed  by  the  Seraskier  Achmet 
pacha,  on  the  part  of  the  porte;  and  count  Orloff  and  M.  de 
Bouteniff  on  the  part  of  Russia.  By  the  first  article  it  is  da- 
clared  that  there  shall  be  perpetual  peace,  friendship  and  al- 
liance, between  the  contracting  parties,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
sea,  and  that  this  alliance  has  for  its  object  the  reciprocal  de- 
fence agaiuft  all  attacks  of  whatever  kind,  they  promising  to 
arrange  mutually  all  affairs  which  may  compromise  the  tran- 
quility, and  to  secure  it  respectively  without  any  exception, 
and  for  this  object  to  afford  each  other  effective  assistance  and 
conjunctive  aid.  The  second  article  confirms  all  the  preceding 
treaties,  viz:  that  of  Adrianople,  of  the  2d  of  December,  1829; 
that  signed  at  St.  Pelersburgh,  on  the  14lh  of  April,  1830;  and 
the  convention  relative  to  Greece,  concluded  at  Constantinople 
on  the  9th  of  July,  1832.  The  third  article  specifies,  that  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  laid  down  as  the  basis  of  the  treaty, 
and  on  the  consideration  of  this  reciprocal  defence,  Russia  be- 
ing desirous  of  maintaining  the  independence  and  complete 
preservation  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  his  imperial  majesty  en- 
gages to  afford  to  the  porte  all  those  auxiliary  forces,  both  of 
sea  and  land,  which  circumstances  may  oblige  Turkey  to  re- 
quire; and  in  case  such  emergency  should  arise,  his  sublime  ma- 
jesty is  to  decide  on  the  number  of  forces  both  by  sea  and  land 
which  he  may  desire.  The  fourth  article  provides,  that  of  the 
two  powers,  that  which  demands  such  aid  from  the  other  shall 
have  solely  to  provide  provisions  for  those  auxiliary  forces. 

The  fifth  article  allows  that,  although  the  two  contracting 
powers  have  the  intention  of  acting  upon  this  treaty  for  n  long 
lime,  yet,  if  circumstances  should  arise  to  require  any  altera- 
tion of  the  provisions  contained  therein,  the  term  of  eight  years 
is  defined  for  the  purpose,  to  commence  from  the  step  of  the  ra- 
tifications; but  if  circumstances  should  demand  an  intermediate 
revision,  the  parlies  agree  to  treat  thereupon.  The  sixth  article 
establishes  that  the  ratifications  are  to  take  place  at  Constonfi- 
nople  within  the  term  of  two  months,  or  before  if  possible.  The 
conclusion  stales  that  this  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, has  been  nogoliated  and  contracted  by  the  said  resprc- 
tive  plenipotentiaries;  who  have  consequently  exhibited  there- 
unto their  full  power,  in  virtue  of  which  they  signed  and  sealed 
the  said  document. 

The  following  supplementary  article  is  the  most  important  of 
all,  at  least  to  foreign  nations: — "Supplementary  article  The 
sublime  porte,  in  pursuance  of  the  principles,  will  close,  in  rase 
of  need,  the  straits  of  the  Dardanelles  that  is  to  say,  it  will  not 
permit  the  entrance  of  any  foreign  vessel,  even  under  any  pre- 
text whatsoever.  The  present  separate  article  shall  be  regard- 
ed as  if  inserted  word  by  word,  and  comprised  in  the  said  treaty 
of  alliance  offensive  and  defpnsive,  and  shall  as  such  be  equal- 
ly maintained  and  observed."  [London  paper. 
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QlJ-The  present  number  of  the  Register  contains 
t-wenty-fo^tr  pages,  or  eight  extra — 'and  has  about  as  inucli 
reaf///i^  matter  as  is  commonly  founti  in  an  octavo  pamph- 
let of  tfl§-/t^i/ pages!  We  shall  make  another  like  effort 
next  week  to  bring  up  the  documents,  for  the  present  and 
future  use  of  our  friends.  We  believe  that  this  work  is 
the  most  copious  record  of  miscellaneous  public  papers  in 
the  world,  presented  cotemporaneously,  and  in  book- 
form,  for  preservation  and  reference. 

Many  object  to  the  small  type  generally  used  in  the 
Register — but  it  is  clear  and  beautiful,  and  not  very  dif- 
ficult to  read.  The  use  of  it  is  a  heavy  additional  ex- 
pense to  ourselves;  but  without  it,  we  must  either  make 
disbursements  for  additional  paper  and  labor  which  our 
business  will  not  bear,  or  loose  the  character  which  has 
been  gained,  and  materially  diminish  the  utility  of  this 
work.  There  has  been  a  wonderful  increase  of  docu- 
ments, or  documentary  matter,  within  the  last  twenty 
years;  and  if  the  public  intelligence  has  kept  pace  with  it, 
we  shall  not  complain  of  that  increase;  though  we  often- 
times think,  and  have  many  reasons  to  believe,  that  the 
close  and  impartial  attention  which  we  have  paid  to  them, 
has  been  highly  detrimental  to  our  present  pecuniary 
interests— for  the  great  mass  of  tlie  people  are  much  bet- 
ter pleased  with  the  insertion  of  speculative  or  transient 
matter,  which  rather  amuses  than  instructs  them,  than 
the  so&V/ pages  presented,  the  reading  of  which,  in  gene- 
ral, requires  a  considerable  exertion  of  mind,  with  reflec- 
tion and  care;  and,  besides,  many  of  the  most  important 
papers  which  we  must  publish,  have  already  lost  their 
whole  charm  in  novelty,  by  the  more  rapid  circulation  of 

the  daily  press but  the  Register  is  not  devoted  to  the 

accomplishment  of  temporary  purposes — it  wears  no 
*'collar" — it  belongs  as  well  to  the  future  as  the  present 
state  of  men  and  things,  and  the  manner  of  its  manage- 
ment cannot  suffer  any  material  change. 

In  presenting  our  condensed  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress,  Avhich  can  be  offered  only  once  in  a 
week,  we  shall,  for  the  sake  of  the  room  thereby  gain- 
ed,— often  pass  over  daily  notices  of  some  things  which 
happen,  with  care,  however,  that  no  important  move- 
ment or  result  which  occurs  in  the  iveekls  neglected. 
This  rule  of  action  will  also  relieve  such  of  our  rea- 
ders, as  depend  upon  us  for  congressional  intelligence, 
from  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  in  this  season  of  documents 
and  other  things,  which  every  citizen  ought  to  read,  and 
on  both  sides,  on  every  leading  question  offered  for  con- 
sideration— that  he  may  for  himself^  determine  the  right 
or  wrong  of  all  public  measures  suggested  or  adopted. 
And  if  every  one  would  read  both  sides— we  think  that  a 
power  would  be  exerted  which  would  always  lead  to  the 
happiest  results.  But  the  fatal  misfortune  is — that  the 
discipline  of  parties  is  such,  that  too  many  reject  and 
refuse  to  read  w!»at  they  are  given  to  understand  is 
opposed  to  the  dogmas  proclaimed  by  their  own  party 
leaders — and  such  also  is  the  organization  of  the  pi-ess, 
that  most  important  matters  are  excluded,  though  bear- 
ing an  official  character,  if  thought  fitted  to  disturb  the 
belief  and  so  weaken  the  blind-led  power  of  the  party. 

The  congressional  proceedings  occupy  an  unusual  space 
in  the  present  sheet,  but  their  exceeding  interest  would 
have  entitled  them  to  more  room,  if  we  could  have  made 
it.  The  reader  will  oI)serve  that  several  highly  exciting 
subjects  are  about  to  be  discussed,  and  when  the  array  of 
talent  and  of  power  is  considered,  in  connection  with  the 
earnestness  tliat  belongs  to  the  attack  or  defence,  it  is 
easy  to  foresee  that  a  session  of  very  uncommon  interest 
has  commenced.  The  house  is  only  yet  preparing  for 
the  "fray" — but  it  has  already  begun  in  the  senate,  and 
will  there  be  carried  out  to  its  issues,  with  unprecedent- 
ed vigor — he  those  issues  what  thev  may;  secondary,  or 
Vol.  XLV— SiG.  16. 


minor  considerations  being  laid  aside  with  united  views 

to  general  results. 

Certain  questions  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  are  of  veiy  great  importance,  and  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  large  checks  or  drafts  made  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  not  to  satisfy  any  existing 
appropriations,  but  on  the  avowed  ground  of  enabling 
the  new  deposite  banks  either  to  pay  their  own  debts,  or 
mnke  new  profits  on  new  loans  granted  by  them— in 
which  very  serious  considerations  are  involved,  and  a  vast 
power  over  the  public  money  is  exerted;  which  if  al- 
lowed in  the  present  instance,  would  establish  a  prece- 
dent of  fatal  tendency,  and,  in  truth,  go  to  place  the 
whole  products  of  the  revenue  at  the  personal  discretion 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  time  being; 
which,  certainly,  never  was  contemplated  in  the  organil 
zation  of  that  department — and  will,  probably,  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  some  new  and  more  strict  securities 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  treasure,  and  a  more 
wide  and  distinct  separation  of  the  authorities  of  the 
executive  power,  as  to  the  holding  of  the  purse  strings. 
The  remarks  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  on  the  subject  of  those 
drafts,  should  be  I'ead  with  attention. 

It  has  excited  considerable  surprise  in  the  south-,  that 
the  president,  in  his  annual  message,  made  no  reference 
to  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama. The  forwarding  of  so  large  a  body  of  the  regular 
army  into  that  state,  it  is  said,  should  have  been  mention- 
ed and  explained. 

We  have  a  collection  of  paragraphs  containing  reports 
and  facts  about  banks  and  banking,  of  considerable  in- 
terest— but  it  must  be  postponed.  It  is  said  that  the  pub- 
lic deposites  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are  very 
nearly  exhausted,  and  that  a  treasury  draft  on  the  Louis- 
ville office  for  about  30,000  dollars,  has  been  dishonoredy 
there  being  only  6,000  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 
IMany  other  queer  things  are  stated. 

Gen.  J[IcKean  has  been  elected  a  senator  of  the  United 
States  from  Pennsylvania — on  the  3d  ballot,  by  74  votes 
against  56  given  to  all  others.  Particulars  hereafter, 
with  a  curious  collection  of  paragraphs  published  con- 
cerning general  MeKean,  before  and  siiice  his  election. 

There  was  a  fall  of  sno\V  west  of  Parr's  Spring  Ridge, 
so  heavy  that  the  snow-ploughs  of  the  rail  road  company- 
were  necessarily  used  to  clear  the  track. 

^^  Going  the  -whole. ''^  A  Newark,  (N.  J.)  paper  of  the 
7th  says — ^^Mrs.  Clay's  carriage,  together  with  the  saddle 
and  bridle  presented  to  Mr.  Clay  in  this  town,  we  are 
happy  to  say  were  shipped  yesterday  at  New  York  on 
board  the  packet  President!  bound  to  the  metropolis!-^ 
the  destination  safely  insured,  aiid  all  expenses  paid. 

It  is  stated  that  a  large  number  of  the  Jamaica  plan- 
ters are  about  emigrating  to  the  United  States. 

The  National  Intelligencer.  The  meanest  of  the 
mean  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  break  down  this 
paper,  by  scandalous  and  false  expositions  of  the /jr/ra^e 
affairs  of  the  editors,  seems  to  have  been  duly  appreciat- 
ed by  the  public — for,  in  the  week  before  last,  they  receiv- 
ed 382  new  subscribers,  against  162  for  the  corresponding 
week  of  last  year ! — and  for  the  week  ending  the  7th  inst. 
exclusive  of  subscriptions  for  members  of  congress  and  of 
state  legislatures,  as  follows:  daily,  138;  triweekly,  262: 
total  400.  The  corresponding  week  of  the  last  year  was 
considered  at  that  time  to  «xhibit  greater  evidences  of 
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public  favor  than  the  paper  had  ever  before  received,  tlie 
subscriptions  beinp:  in  that  week,  daily,  77;  tri-weekly, 
126:  total  203.  Difference  in  favor  of  this  year,  for  the 
two  weeks,  423. 

Coroxer's  juries.  It  lias  been  established  by  a  late 
decision  in  England,  that  coroners  may  oblij^e  persons  to 
o-ive  testimony  how  a  deceased  person  came  by  his  death, 
as  to  matters  of  fact — but  that  no  medical  gentleman  is 
bound  to  give  a  professional  opinion,  without  remunei-a- 
tion. 

Internal  improve.hent.  The  "Lexington  Intelli- 
gencer" says — "The  spirit  of  internal  im|)rovement  and 
domestic  manufactures,  seems  to  be  travelling  south,  vyith 
proniise  of  the  happiest  results.  We  predict  tluitifit 
flourishes  a  few  years,  say  ten  or  a  dozen,  the  theories 
and  agitations  of  nullification  and  inisconceiveJ  state 
riglUs,  will  be  among  the  things  and  theories  that  once 
■were. " 

{^The  "reform"  predicted  will  be  powerfully  assist- 
ed by  large  investments  in  domestic  manufactures.  There 
are  three  or  four  new  cotton  mills,  of  the  first  class,  about 
to  be  built  in  Virginia,  only.  The  benefit  of  such  estab- 
lishments already  made,  have  materially  changed  public 
opinion,  and  are  hastening  the  accomplishment  of  our  old 
prediction,  that  Virginia  will  be  a  tariff  state.  Tlie  west- 
ern and  middle  counties  are  even  now  favorable  to  the 
system,  though  yet  embarrassed  by  the  politics  of  the 
"junto"  at  Richmond. 

Maryland  cloths.  Among  the  premiums,  awarded 
at  the  late  exiiibition  of  the  Franklin  institute,  at  Pldla- 
delphia,  we  observe  that  for  the  best  broad  cloth  was 
gained  by  Messrs.  Welhered,  Brothers,  of  tiiis  city, 
whose  fabrics  have  obtained  for  them  the  high  reputation 
they  so  deservedly  enjoy.  The  award  of  the  committee 
is  as  follows: 

Premium  No.  80  is  due  to  Wethered,  Brothers,  of  Bal- 
timore, for  No.  457,  1  piece  of  superfine  blue  cloth, 
which  is  well  made,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  the 
best  in  the  exhibition. 

Honorary  mention  is  due  to  Wethered,  Brothers,  of 
Baltimore,  for  No.  565,  one  piece  of  black  cassimere. — 
This  is  spoken  of  by  the  judges  as  being  equal  in  all  re- 
spects to  any  cassimere  exhibited. 

[The  factory  of  Messrs.  Welhered,  Brothers,  is  locat- 
ed on  Gwinn's  Falls,  near  Baltimore,  and  is  a  large  and 
well-managed  establishment.  Our  young  and  valued 
friends  understand  the  business,  being  [jractical  men,  and 
their  goods  are  of  the  first  quality.] 

PnopERTY  IN  SLATES.  The  Richmond  Enquirer 
says — "We  threw  out  some  speculations  lately  upon  the 
prices  of  negroes,  as  affected  by  the  value  o4"  cotton  and 
sugars— and  the  ettect  they  might  have  in  thinning  that 
species  of  population  in  the  south  Atlantic  portion  of 
the  United  States.  The  prices  of  slaves  still  keep  up. 
Several  negroes  were  sold  befoi-e  the  eagle  hotel  on  'Tues- 
day. They  brouglit  from  $650  to  $750  for  farming 
hantls — 'and  women  and  children  in  proportion.  These 
were  purchased  by  a  gentleman  near  this  city  for  his  own 
farm."  [Is  this  enhanced  value  (or  price)  of  labor  attri- 
butable to  the  tariff.] 

Rhode  Island  d\nk  stock.  Capital  stock  paid  in  ,'^7,4,'{8,848 
—deposiltis,  ^1,453,308  83— profits  on  liand,  $"2;>2,166  .'i.o— debts 
due  from  tlKi  banks  on  mUirest,  $1-28.668  38— bills  in  circiihiiinri, 
$1,264,394  03— dr;bls  due  from  directors,  ,f<J-28,'>35  06— (k;l)ts  due 
from  stockholders,  ,f'74Q,597  HO— debts  due  from  all  others, 
$7,521,013  67 — specie,  $403,696  .S2 — bills  of  other  banks, 
$273,934  13— depi)-<ites  in  other  banks,  $293,.'364  11— bank  and 
other  slocks,  $79,862  33— real  estate,  $213,794  41— fnrnilnrc- 
and  other  property,  $41,385  70— increase  of  eapilal  stock  since 
labl  report,  $3,075— Hlackstone  canal  slock,  $155,750— expen- 
ses, $2,250  98— dividends,  $436  25. 

Foreign  news.  We  have  bciforc  us  extracts  from  London 
papers  to  the  29lh  October,  inclusive. 

There  is  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  France  because  of  the 
restrictions  which  are  laid  on  the  press,  and  the  prosccutiuns 
a(;ainst  editors  and  publishers. 

The  slate  of  affairs  between  flolland  and  Bel(;iiim  has  not 
much  changed.  Their  military  preparations  arc  kept  up,  and 
the  intercourse  between  ihein  bucuines  more  ddficult. 


Turkey  is  tranquil.  Tlie  dominion  of  the  Russian  autocrat 
over  the  sublime  porte,  is  much  reprobated  at  London  and  Paris 
— but  Nicholas  cares  not  for  that. 

Mehemet  Ali  is  consolidating  and  strengthening  his  new  pos- 
sessions. His  crop  of  cotton  has  been  considerably  increased. 
Ibraliini  was  in  Syria — recrniiiim  liis  army  and  raising  money. 

Silver  of  llie  value  of  £700,000,  had  been  recently  exported 
from  London  to  the  continent.  'J'lie  British  manufacturers  were 
generally  active — but  there  were  some  great  difficulties  between 
the  employers  and  operatives,  in  certain  of  the  districts. 

The  French,  alter  a  hard  fiulit,  have  possessed  themselves  of 
Biijaiah,  wliich  will  aflord  to  their  navy  the  best  anchorage  on 
tile  coast  of  Africa.  The  Aiabsexceedinuly  harra^sed  tlie  French, 
and  behaved  g;illanlly — but  were  defeated  with  a  reported  loss 
or3,000  men.     'J'lie  French  loss  was  also  considerable. 

The  accounts  from  Portugal  shew  that  tlie  power  of  tlie  young 
queen  was  about  to  be  fully  established — and  those  from  Spain 
aflbrd  tin;  prospect  of  a  wicked  civil  war  between  the  queen  re- 
gent, on  the  part  of  her  daughter,  tlie  infant  queen,  and  Don 
Carlos,  eldest  brother  of  the  late  king.  Several  battles  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  with  great  loss,  as  reported,  on  the  part  of 
the  "rebels,"  or  Carlists.  Hut  these  were  in  much  force  in  some 
of  the  provinces — all  the  friars  and  priests  calling  out  for  the  ex- 
termination of  the  queen's  party. 

"And  koly  men  give  scripture  for  the  deed." 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

Decemher  5.  The  message  of  the  president,  assigning  his 
reasons  for  the  return  of  the  land  bill,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  stated  that  this  measure  had  been  first  in- 
troduced into  congress  at  the  session  before  the  last,  under 
circumstances  which  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every 
member  of  the  senate.  Its  object  was  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  for  a  limited  time.  The  subject  had  been 
greatly  discussed  not  only  in  congress,  but  tlirougliout  the  coun- 
try. Tiie  principles  and  provisions  of  the  bill  were  well  and 
generally  understood.  The  subject  had  attracted  tlie  attention 
of  the  chief  magistrate  himself,  and  this  bill  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  commentary  in  his  message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session  of  congress.  It  iniisi,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a 
L?uliject  perfectly  well  iiiulersto(jd  by  the  presidenl,  for  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  he  vvouhl  have  commented  upon  it,  and 
recommended  it  to  the  altenlion  of  congress  if  it  had  not  been 
understood.  During  the  l.ist  session,  this  bill,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  litfore  the  hou?e,  was  introduced  in  this  body,  and 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  othei  house,  whence  it  was  leturn- 
ed  with  a  slight  amendment,  taking  away  the  discretion  which 
had  been  vested  in  the  state  legislatures  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
proceeds.  This  bill,  which  had  been  before  congress  the  session 
before  the  last,  which  had  passed  at  the  last  session,  having  been 
before  the  country  for  a  whole  year,  when  it  passed  the  two 
houses,  and  was  placed  before  the  executive,  with  a  number  of 
other  measures,  just  before  the  close  of  the  last  congress.  As 
the  subject  had  been  before  the  president  for  consideration  so 
long  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  he  had  reflected 
upon  it,  it  was  not  to  have  been  expected  that  he  would  take 
advantage  of  the  shortness  of  the  session  to  retain  the  bill  until 
this  time.  Yet  such  had  been  the  fact,  and,  a  proceeding  had 
taken  place  which  was  unprecedented  and  alarming,  and  which, 
unless  the  people  of  this  country  were  lost  to  all  sense  of  what 
was  due  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government,  to  them- 
selves, and  to  those  principles  of  liberty  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  them  from  the  revolution,  they  would  not  tolerate. 
It  was  at  least  due  to  the  leirislature,  that  the  president  should 
have  sent  a  few  lines,  courteously  informing  them  that,  when 
his  own  mind  was  made  up  he  would  communicate  the  re-  ^ 
suit.  Hul,  without  deignihj  to  make  known  his  intention,  or  T| 
to  iin|iiirt   the   reasons  which  iiilluenced    him,  he  despotically  ' 

kept  silence,  ;ind  retained  the  bill.  He  begged  leave  to  con- 
gratulate tile  senate  on  the  return  of  the  bill.  The  question 
which  now  presented  itself  was,  whether  the  bill  was  dead, 
in  consequence  of  the  noii  action  of  the  president,  or  whether 
it  had  become  an  existing  law.  He  was  not  now  about  to 
discuss  that  question;  but  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to  make 
a  few  oil  :ervations  on  the  extraordinary  course,  and  to  say 
that  it  was  due  to  congress,  to  the  |)eople,  and  to  the  execu- 
tivi;  himseli',  to  have  intoriiuid  the  last  congress  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  conccrnJMi;  which  he  must  have  made  up  his  mind, 
lie  would  now  move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  and  would 
afterwards  give  notice  of  a  day  when  he  should  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  order  to  submit  it  again  to  the  action  of  the 
senate.  * 

!\Ir.  A'<7)ic  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the  inteiilion  of  the  sena- 
tor fnmi  Keniucky  that  tin;  bill  should  In- |)crmanciitly  on  the 
table,  or  only  to  be  called  up  at  an  early  day. 

INlr.  Cliiy  replied  that  the  only  alternative  was  to  consider  the 
bill  as  defunct,  or  as  an  existing  law.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  could  point  out  any  other  course,  he  had  read  some 
clansff  in  the  constitution  which  lie,  (Mr.  Claxj),  had  never 
yet  been  >•(»  fortunate  as  to  find. 

Mr.  Ik'titon  said  he  would  wish  to  make  a  remark;  and,  if  he 
was  precluded  by  the  pressing  of  this  question,  he  would  find 
some  other  opportunity  of  making  it. 

'I'he  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table, and  decided  in  the  alhrmative — ayes  19. 

Mr.  i>c/i<on  then  moved  to  take  up  the  message  for  considera- 
liun. 
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Mr.  Moore  gaid  fie  thou'^ht  lliat  the  senator  from  Miss-oiiri 
would  liave  another  oiiporiuiiity  of  otfeting  what  he  vvJL-hed  to 
say;  and  lie  was  himself  desirous  to  move  the  priiititii;  of  an 
extra  iiuinber  of  the  messa;j:e. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  a  siiamefiil  and  unfounded  attack  had 
been  made  on  the  presidcnl,  and  he  wished  to  repel  it. 

Mr.  Poindexie?' said  he  siiould  have  no  olijection  to  vote  for 
the  motion,  if  he  knew  wliat  was  to  he  considered.  If  the  ^'(!n- 
lleman  would  show  tliat  there  could  he  any  action  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  agree.  This  was  one  of  the  acts  olthe  executive 
which  was  out  ol  order.  He  had  sent  to  the  senate  his  consii 
tuiional  ohjectioiis  to  a  hill  which  had  become  defunct  by  the 
expiration  of  the  last  congress.  It  was  a  document  intended 
not  for  the  senate,  but  llirough  that  body  to  give  to  the  peo|)le 
the  reasons  by  which  he  had  been  infiuenced.  There  could  b(! 
no  action  on  the  subject  by  the  Kenate.  The  constitution  pre- 
scribes that,  when  a  bill  was  returned  by  the  president,  the 
ayes  and  noes  should  be  taken,  and  if  two  thirds  of  both  houses 
should  vote  for  its  ()assage,  it  should  become  a  law,  the  presi- 
dent's objections  to  the  conliary  notwithstanding.  Hut  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  bi;  returned  to  the  congress  by  which 
it  was  passed.  There  could  now  be  no  action  on  the  subject; 
and  the  president  had  sent  his  reasons  here  without  intending 
that  there  should  be  any  reply  to  them.  The  paper,  therefore, 
was  sent  out  of  time,  like  many  other  papers  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  senate  from  tlie  same  quarter,  since  he,  (Mr.  P.) 
had  been  there;  and  it  was  not  competent  to  the  senate  to  take 
any  course  respecting  it.  It  was  a  message  to  the  peoi)le, 
through  the  senate,  and  tiiat  he  presumed  was  the  impression 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  when  he  expressed  a  wish  for 
the  priming  of  an  extraordinary  number.  If  the  bill  had  become 
a  law,  no  action  of  the  senate  could  annul  it;  if  not,  they  could 
do  nothing  to  make  it  so.  He  was  against  considering  it  now, 
or  at  any  lime. 

Mr.  Keufon  expressed  a  liope  that  he  might  he  permitted  to 
lake  as  wide  a  range  as  the  gentleman  from  Mississijipi.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  secretary  to  turn  to  the  journal,  and  inform 
him  on  what  day  of  the  last  session  the  bill  was  sent  to  the 
president.  [The  secretary  having  referred  to  the  journal,  re- 
plied, that  it  was  sent  to  him  on  the  2d  of  March.]  He  wished 
tlie  senate  to  bear  in  mind  that,  as  the  3d  of  Marcli  fell  on  a 
Sunday,  the  2d  was,  in  fact,  the  last  day  of  the  session.  He 
then  asked  if  there  was  not  an  ancient  rule  of  congress  that 
prohibited  the  sending  a  bill  to  the  president  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session.''    [Mr.  King  answered  that  there  was.] 

He  then  inquired,  if  the  sending  of  the  bill  on  the  2d  of  March, 
last  session,  was  not  a  violation  of  this  rule?  There  was  a  pre- 
cipitation and  haste  at  the  close  of  the  session,  which  prevent 
ed  not  only  the  president,  but  the  members  themselves,  from 
knowing  precisely  what  they  were  doing.  The  rule  to  which 
he  had  adverted  was  set  aside  last  session,  and  all  the  evils 
which  accompany  precipitation  were  the  consequence.  There 
were  142  acts  put  on  the  statute  book  last  session.  The  53d  of 
these  acts  was  signed  on  the  2d  of  March.  So  that  there  were 
about  90  acts  signed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  thus  a 
mass  of  business  was  thrown  on  the  president,  which  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  perform.  And  now  the  people  were  called 
on  to  revolt,  and  denunciations  had  gone  forth,  that,  if  the  peo- 
ple would  put  up  with  this,  they  would  put  up  with  any  thing, 
because  the  president,  in  addition  to  all  this  mass  of  business, 
did  not,  on  that  day,  write  the  paper  which  had  now  been  read, 
and  send  the  bill  back.  And  this  declaration  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  members,  who  knew  that  it  sometimes  took  them 
months  to  prepare  a  speech  for  the  press,  with  the  help  of  the 
note-takers  and  the  speakers  themselves,  and  all  that  were  con- 
cerned. Yet  the  people  were  called  on  to  revolt  against  the 
president  for  not  preparing  this  paper,  in  addition  to  all  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  business,  which  pressed  on  him  in  the 
last  few  hours  of  the  session.  He  had  risen  not  only  to  defend 
the  president,  but  to  claim  for  him  the  appioliation  of  all  re- 
flecting persons,  for  retaining  the  bill  until  he  could  have  suffi- 
cient time  to  examine  it,  and  prepare  his  reas(nis  for  objecting 
to  it.  Certainly,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the  president  had  made  up 
his  mind  at  once  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  but  no  human  hands 
could  have  written  out  the  document  itself,  ft  had  been  found 
necessary  to  make  several  hundred  references,  all  requiring  ex- 
tensive examination;  but  leaving  out  all  these,  there  was  not 
time  left,  even  for  the  writing.  He  could  not  have  gone  through 
the  mere  manual  labor.  A  great  stale  paper  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  people;  and  the  president  was  right  to  take  time  for 
reflection,  and  not  to  throw  back  the  biW  instanter,  as  if  he  kick- 
ed it  back  in  their  faces,  as  much  as  to  say,  that  they  had  acted 
precipitately  in  their  legislation.  He  repeated,  that  the  presi- 
dent had  acted  in  the  manner  most  respectful  to  the  legislature. 
He  had  examined  the  subject,  and  had  now,  as  explicitly  as  pos- 
sible, said,  that  he  had  weighed  all  the  reasons  which  had  been 
advanced  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  all  the  counteracting  reasons 
which  had  operated  upon  him. 

He  had  risen  to  defend  the  president  from  what  he  consider- 
ed an  unjustifiable  and  violent  assault,  made  upon  him  for 
doing  what  was  his  duty.  As  to  the  bill  itself,  seeing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  western  elections  had  It^rminated,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  it  in  any  form.  He  entirely  concurred  in  the  sug- 
gestion for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  the  message. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  reply  to  any  one  who  had 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  rise  in  the  senate  to  ri)irfica<c  the 
president.  If  there  were  any  such  member,  he  did  not  wish  to 
disturb  him  in  his  office  of  vindicator  of  the  president,  or  to  af- 


fect the  complacency  with  which  he  might  regard  his  vindica- 
tion. But  he  (Mr.  C.)  stood  here  to  sustain  his  own  course,  to 
vindicate  the  coiu-titution,  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  con- 
gress under  it.  And  he  must  repiuit,  ihat  the  v\  ilhholding  of  the 
land  bill,  at  the  last  session,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  was  a  viidaiion  of  the  constitution,  and  disrespectful  to  the 
senate.     What  were  the  cireumsianec^s.'' 

At  two  different  sessions  ol  congress,  the  land  subject  was 
before  it.  At  that  which  pr(!ceded  the  last,  a  bill  had  been 
introduced  to  distribute  among  the  stales  tlu;  proceeds  of  the 
public;  lands.  The  whoh;  subjt.ct,  by  the  bill  and  by  reports  of 
commillees,  was  laid  bclbre  congress  and  spread  before  the 
country.  A  copy  of  the  bill,  when  it  was  first  introduced,  ac- 
cording to  the  constant  practice  of  congress,  was  sent  to  the 
president.  He  was  llins,  as  well  as  the  country  generally,  put 
in  entire  (to^session  of  the  miiltcr.  It  attracted  great  public  al- 
KMilion.  It  engaged  that  of  the  president.  And,  accordingly, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage!, he  adverted  to  it,  in  a  manner  which  evi<lenlly  shewed 
that  the  writer  of  the  message  fully  understood  it,  and  all  the 
views  which  had  been  developed  about  it. 

[Heie  Mr.  CLiy  read  the  message  of  the  last  session,  so  far  aa 
it  related  to  the  public  lands,  to  shew  that  the  president  had 
himself  invited  the  attention  of  congress  to  it,  as  one  of  urgent 
and  pressing  importance;  that  the  discretion  oi congtass  to  make 
any  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  which  they  might  deem  best 
for  the  liarmony,  union  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  was 
uncontrolled;  that  the  question  ought  speedily  to  be  settled;  and 
that  the  president  had  considered,  hut  objected  to  the  bill  of  the 
previous  session,  proposing,  as  a  substitute,  a  plan  of  his  own, 
which,  whilst  the  message  on  the  table  argued  that  the  publio 
lands  belonged  to  all  the  slates,  proposed  to  give  the  unsold 
lands  to  some  of  them.] 

Thus  was  congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
officially  invited  to  act,  and  to  act  speedily,  respecting  the  pub- 
lic lands;  and  thus  did  the  president  manifest  his  knowledge  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  the  previous  session.  Well,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  congress  again  took  up  the  question.  The  iden- 
tical bill  of  the  previous  session  was  again  introduced,  and 
again,  prior  to  its  passage,  placed  before  the  president,  along 
with  the  other  printed  documents,  according  to  standing  usage. 
And  it  was  passed  by  both  houses,  substantially  in  the  shape  iii 
vvliich  at  the  previous  session  it  was  passed  by  the  senate,  ex- 
cept that  the  restriction  as  to  the  power  of  the  states  to  apply 
the  sum  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  states,  after  deduc- 
tion of  the  I2i  percent,  first  set  apart  for  the  new  slates,  was 
stricken  out. 

In  this  form,  the  bill  was  laid  before  the  president  on  the  2d 
day  of  March  last.  It  was  no  stranger,  but  an  old  acquaintance. 
He  had  seen  it  repeatedly  before;  and  he  must  have  been  well 
informed  as  toils  progress  in  congress.  He  had  commented  on 
the  very  project  contained  in  the  bill,  when  he  had  brought  for- 
ward his  own  in  his  message,  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
Without  deigning  to  communicate  to  congress  what  disposition 
he  had  made,  or  meant  to  make  of  it,  he  permitted  the  body  to 
rise,  in  utter  ignorance  of  his  intentions. 

It  may  be  true  that  there  was  a  great  press  of  business  on  the 
president  on  the  2d  of  March,  and  that  he  may  have  acted  upon 
some  ninety  or  one  hundred  bills.  But  this  is  what  occurs  with 
every  president  on  the  day  before  the  termination  of  the  short 
session  of  congress.  With  most  of  those  bills  the  president  must 
have  been  less  acquainted  than  he  was  with  the  land  bill.  Of 
some  of  them  he  probably  had  never  heard  at  all.  Not  one  of 
thein  possessed  the  importance  of  the  land  bill.  How  did  it 
happen  that  the  president  could  find  time  to  decide  on  so  many 
new  bills,  and  yet  had  not  time  to  examine  and  dispose  of  one 
which  had  long  been  before  him  and  the  public,  one  embracing 
a  subject  which  he  thought  the  union,  harmony,  and  interests 
of  the  states  required  should  be  speedily  adjusted,  one  which  he 
himself  had  pronounced  his  judgment  upon  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.^  By  withholding  the  bill,  the  president  took 
upon  himself  a  responsibility  beyond  the  exercise  of  the  vet6. 
He  deprived  congress  altogether  of  its  constitutional  right  to  act 
upon  the  bill,  and  to  pass  it,  his  negative  notwithstanding. 

The  president  is,  by  the  constitution,  secured  time  to  consider 
hills  which  shall  have  passed  both  branches  of  congress.  Bot 
so  is  congress  equally  secured  the  right  to  act  upon  bills 
which  they  have  passed,  and  which  the  president  may  have 
thought  proper  to  reject.  If  he  exercises  his  veto,  and  returns 
the  bill,  two-thirds  may  pass  it.  But  if  he  withholds  the  bill,  it 
cannot  become  a  law,  even  although  the  two  houses  should  be 
unanimously  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Clay  denied  that  the  constitution  gave  to  the  president 
ten  days  to  consider  bills,  except  at  the  long  session.  At  that 
session,  the  period  of  its  termination  is  uncertain,  and  depen- 
dent upon  the  will  of  congress.  To  guard  against  a  sudden  ad- 
journment, by  which  the  president  might  be  deprived  of  due 
time  to  deliberate  on  an  important  bill,  the  constitution  provides 
for  ten  days  at  that  session.  But,  at  the  short  sessir>n,  it  is  not 
an  adjournmentbut  a  dissolution  of  com/ress,  on  the  3d  ofMarch, 
and  the  day  of  that  dissolution  is  fixed  in  the  constitution  ilself 
and  known  to  all. 

Mr.  C/ai/ contended,  therefore,  that  the  act  of  withholding 
the  bill  was  arbitrarv  and  unconsiitntional:  by  which  congress, 
and  the  serrate  especially,  in  which  the  bill  originated,  were  de- 
prived of  their  con5titut"ional  risht  of  passing  on  the  bill,  after 
the  president  had  exercised  his  powers.    Respect  to  congress 
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required  of  the  president,  if  he  really  had  not  time  to  form  a 
judgment  on  the  bill,  or,  having  formed  it,  had  not  time  to  lay  his 
reasons  before  the  body,  a  communication  to  that  effect.  But, 
without  condescending  to  transmit  one  word  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  congress,  he  suffered  the  session  to  terminate,  and  the 
members  to  go  home  destitute  of  all  information,  until  this  day, 
of  his  intentions. 

Mr.  Benton  withdrew  his  motion  to  take  up  the  bill,  after  ad 


seat,  until  after  the  committees  had  been  appointed,  had,  from 
respect  to  the  senate,  refrained  from  attending  the  senate. 
The  former  vice  president,  now  on  the  floor,  he  said,  conformed 
to  this  practice  of  remaining  absent  until  the  senate  was  orga- 
nized. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  was,  and  he  regretted  to  be  obliged  to 
acknowledge  it,  the  oldest  member  of  the  senate,  having  taken 
his  seal  here  lor  the  first  time,  this  month,  twenty-seven  years 


dressing  some  few  remarks  to  the  auditors  on  "tlie  settees,  which,  I  ago.  He  served  out  the  session,  and  was  then  absent  for 
83  his  back  was  towards  the  chair  and  the  senate,  could  not  be  some  years,  but  on  his  return,  he  found  the  senate  in  the  prac- 
heard  in  the  gallery.  fice  of  appointing  their  own  committees.     He  could  not  recol- 

December9.    Mr.  PTefes^cr,  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Preston,  \  lect  that  any  particular  inconvenience  attended  that  mode  of 
from  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Southard,  from  New  Jersey,  ap   |  appointment,     ft  took  some  time,  but  that  time  happened  to  be 


peared,  and  their  credentials  being  presented,  they  were  sworn 
and  took  their  seats. 

The  ckair  also  presented  the  credentials  of  Samuel  McKean, 
a  senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  the  Rhode  Island  election,  reported  a  motion  th;il 
the  credentials  of  A.  S.  Robbins  be  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Walter  Lowrie  was  re-elected  secretary  of  the  senate,  with 
out  opposition;  receiving  39  votes.     I.  Skackford  cho:^en  ser- 
geant-at-arms  and  door  keeper,  by  25  votes;  and  S   Hnight  as- 
iistantdoor  keeper,  on  the  6lh  ballot— for  him  20,  W.  Robinson 
17,  scattering  2. 

The  chair  took  this  occasion  to  remark  that  he  should  have 
announced  the  standing  committees  this  morning,  according  to 
the  usual  practice,  had  it  not  been  that  a  resolution  was  offertd 
by  a  senator  from  Maine,  on  Thursday,  which  proposed  to  take 
away  from  the  presiding  officer  the  power  of  appointing  any 
committees  whatsoever.  As  this  proposition  had  placed  him  in 
a  somewhat  delicate  position,  he  thought  that  he  should  best 
discharge  his  duty  by  waiting  the  result  of  this  motion,  espe 
cially  as  the  inconvenience  to  the  senate  of  waiting  a  few  days, 
would  be  very  trifling. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports,  approved  March  2,  1832;  and  loave  being 
granted,  he  introduced  the  bill;  which  was  then  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Benton,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
Introduce  the  lollowing  bills: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Missouri  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

A  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands,  which  have  been 
the  longestin  market,  to  make  provision  for  actual  settlers,  &c. 
Which  bills  were  read  a  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Moore,  pursuant  to  notice,  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  establishment  of  a  pension  agency  in 
North  Alabama. 
A  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  the   16th  section  of 

Eublic  lands  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  substitution  of  other 
mds  in  lieU  thereof. 

Which  bills  were  then  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  following  resolution  offered  on  Thursday  by  Mr.  Spraguc, 
was  then  taken  up  for  considerationr 

Resolved,  That  the  35th  rule  of  the  senate  shall  be  amended 
BO  as  to  read  and  stand  as  it  did  prior  to  tlie  24th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1828. 

Mr.  Spra^ue  briefly  stated  his  object,  which  was  to  restore  to 
the  senate  the  appointment  of  their  own  committees.  He  dis- 
claimed any  design  of  casting  imputation  on  the  course  or  cha 
racter  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chair.  In  fact  the  delica- 
cy which  he  felt  in  reference  to  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the 
obstacles  wJiich  he  had  found  difficulty  in  surmounting,  but  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that  ought  not  to  prevent  him 
from  the  performance  of  his  duty.  He  then  gave  a  history  of 
the  course  which  the  senate  had  pursued  in  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  their  committees;  and  dwelt  emphatically  on 
the  propriety  of  so  constituting  the  committees,  that  their  re- 
ports should  be  in  harmony  with  the  opinions  of  the  body  of  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Grundy  said,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  in  favor  of 
alterations,  unless  good  reasons  could  be  shewn  for  the  change. 
He  wished  to  hear  from  some  of  the  senators  who  had  been  long 
in  this  body,  whether  there  had  been  any  evil  results,  or  any  in 
convenience  from  the  present  system.  Under  the  rule  now 
proposed,  a  majority  of  votes  would  only  be  required  in  the 
election  of  a  chairman  of  each  committee,  while  a  mere  plu- 
rality would  be  sufficient  to  elect  all  the  other  members,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Bibb,  Spraeuc,  King  and 
Chambers,  in  which  the  latter  said  that  he  "would  never  raise 
his  voice  against  giving  to  any  majority  the  exercise  of  their  le- 
gitimate power"— 

Mr.  Wri^W  opposed  the  resolution,  not  because  of  any  past 
inconvenience  or  convenience  which  had  resulted  to  the  se- 
nate, from  one  course  of  appointment  or  the  other,  but  because 
of  the  immense  labor  and  time  which  would  be  required  to  pro 
cure  an  election  under  the  proposed  rule.  He  then  referred 
to  the  journals  to  show,  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
practice,  the  vice  president  had  never  taken  his  seat  until  the 
esnate  was  fully  organized;  and  that  the  present  vice  president, 
considering  the  resolution  by  which  the  practice  had  he«n  put 
00  tli9  present  footing,  as  a  hint  that  he  should  not  take  his 


when  the  senate  had  always  a  great  deal  of  leisure  time,  during 
the  few  first  weeks  of  the  session,  &c. 

Something  liad  been  said  as  to  the  absence  of  a  high  officer, 
and  that  absence  had  been  justified  on  .the  ground  of  usage.     It 
had  been  said  that,  since  the  rule  was  altered,  an  intimation 
liad  been  gi^en  to  ttie  vice  president  that  it  would  be   more 
agreeable  to  the  senate  ihui  he  should  be  absent  until  the  com- 
mittees were  appcinled.     He  recollected  a  circumstance  which 
occurred  in  the  British  house  of  comiiunis  when  he  happened 
to  be  present.     'I'lie  ministers  had  been  charged  with  neglect  in 
not  placing  a  squadron  at  the  i^land  of  Elba,  so  as  to  prevent 
Napoleon  from  going  back  to  France,  and  lord  Castlereagh  was 
questioned  concerning  it.     No  man  was  more  happy  than  his 
lordship  in  ehjding  a  question  when  he  did  not  desire  to  answer 
it;  although  it  was  equally  due  to  him  to  state  that  no  man  was 
more   fearless  in  meeting  the   consequences  of  his   measures 
whenever  he  thought  proper  to  avow  them.     On  this  occasion, 
the  ministers  had  been  certainly  guilty  of  great  negligence,  but 
it  would  not  do  for  lord  Castlereagh  to  admit  it.     He  therefore 
gave  a  response,  which  was  somewhat  like  the  intimation  al- 
luded to  by  the  senator  from  New  York.     He  said  that  there 
was  an  understanding  between  the  government  and  a  certain 
high  officer,  that,  in  "the  event  of  contingencies,"  which  he  did 
not  specify,  a  squadron  was  to  be  placed  near  the  inland  of 
Elba.     If  any  ol  the  opposition   could  make  any  thnig  out  of 
this  reply  they  were  left  to  do  so.     If  the  vice  president  viewed 
the  adoption  of  the  present  system  of  appointment  as  an  intima- 
tion, he  must  be  very  ready  to  take  a  hint.     He  (Mr.  Clay)  al- 
ways went  directly  to  the  place  where  the  people  pnt  him,  as  a 
public  servant  ought  to  do,  and  there  performed  his  duty,  no 
matter  what  it  was.     As  to  the  former  vice  president,  and  tlie 
time  when  he  appeared  in  his  place,  something  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed on  the  score  of  the  distance  he  had  to  travel.     There 
was  a  great  difference  between  coming  from  Albany,  especially 
with  the  present  facilities  of  travelling,  and  a  long  journey  from 
South  Carolina,  perhaps  partly  by  water,  and  the  residue  over 
the  bad  roads  of  the  ancient  dominion.     He  thought  it  was  an 
invidious  distinction,  that  an  officer  appointed  by  themselves 
might  with  propriety  appoint  the  committees,  while  an  officer 
elected  by  the  people  was  not  permitted  to  do  so. 

He  disclaimed  any  desire  to  throw  an  imputation  on  the  pre- 
siding officer  in  his  character  as  president  pro  tern.  He  had 
already,  on  a  former  occasion,  testified  to  his  entire  fitness,  and 
he  was  not  now  disposed  to  retract  that  testimony;  and  he 
would  add,  that  the  delicate  manner  in  which  that  officer  had 
this  morning  announced  the  course  he  had  taken  in  refraining 
from  tlie  appointment  of  the  committees,  had  given  him  a 
stronger  claim  to  confidence.  But  he  thought  the  senate  owed 
it  to  themselves  to  appoint  their  own  committees. 

Some  further  proceedings  being  had — and  the  chair  express- 
ing a  wish  that  the  senate  would  excuse  him  from  voting  on 
this  occasion;  the  senate  adjourned,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  that  more  time  might  be  allowed  to  reflect  on  the 
subject. 

Decc?n6er  10. — Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  Cincinnati,  praying  that  congress  would  purchase 
the  private  interest*  in  the  stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal. 

This  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been  acted  on  last  ."session,  and 
a  favorable  report  had  been  made  by  a  committee.  He  would 
only  move  for  the  present  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table  and 
print  it;  and,  at  some  future  day,  he  would  move  some  further 
disposition  of  the  memorial. 

The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Clay,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  appropriate  for  a  liiiiited  time  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  and  granting  lands  to  certain  states.  He  ex 
plained  that  the  bill  was  the  same  as  that  which  parsed  at  th ; 
last  session,  without  material  alteration,  excepting  the  removal 
of  the  restriction  of  the  states,  in  the  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, which  he  considered  as  unnecessary. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  following  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Bevton,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate — 

1.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  public  moneys  in  the  bank 
of  the  UniK'd  Slates  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  each  year 
from  the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present  time. 

2.  The  average  amount  of  the  same  for  each  year; 

3.  The  average  of  the  *ame  for  the  whole  time." 
Mr.  CVay  then  moved  to  amend  lh«  r«Eolution  by  adding  as 

follows; 
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*^ And  resolved  also,  That  Ihc  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  the  iiauiesof  all  banks,  and  where 
they  are  respectively  situated,  which  liave  been  selected  by  him, 
in  place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  d(  positories  of  tiie 
public  money;  the  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  said  banks  re- 
spectively; distinguishing  between  what  has  been  actually  paid 
in  by  the  stockholders,  and  what  has  not  been  paid;  the  amount 
of  public  money  in  each  of  the  said  banks  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, the  first  of  November,  and  the  first  of  December,  1833,  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  same  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  standing  to  the  credit  of  any  public 
officer,  or  other  disbursing  agent  of  the  government;  the  amount 
of  debts  due  from  each  of  the  said  banks,  on  each  of  the  days 
aforesaid,  the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults,  respectively;  the  names  of  the  stock- 
holders in  each  of  the  said  banks  on  the  first  day  of  September 
and  the  first  day  of  October  last,  distinguishing  between  foreign 
ers  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  mode  in  which  trans- 
fers of  the  public  money  were  made  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  banks  respectively,  whether  by  war- 
rant or  otherwise;  if  by  warrant,  whether  they  were  issued  in 
pursuance  of  appropriations  previously  made  by  law,  and 
whether  any  such  transfers  were  requested  by  the  said  banks, 
or  either  of  them,  or  made  by  the  treasury,  to  sustain  the  credit 
of  the  said  banks,  or  any  of  them;  and  a  copy  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  department  of  the  treasury  and  the  said 
banks,  or  either  of  them,  relating  to  the  said  transfers,  or  any 
of  them;  at  what  periods  the  several  charters,  so  designated  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  expire;  copies  of  the  said 
charters;  and  whether  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  been 
able  to  obtain,  at  all  the  parts  of  the  United  States  at  which 
banks  are  established,  the  consent  of  banks  to  receive,  as  depo- 
sites,  the  public  money,  upon  such  conditions  as  he  approves; 
and,  if  not,  at  what  parts  has  he  been  unable  to  obtain  such 
consent." 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  amendment  he  had  offered  embraced  a 
great  variety  of  information;  perhaps  not  all,  however,  which 
might  be  required  by  every  senator.  In  order  to  afford  time  for 
examination,  and  for  making  any  additions  to  the  call,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  print  the  amend- 
ment. '^. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  compact  of 
1802,  between  the  United  States  and  the  state  of  Georgia; 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  c^f 
the  senate  to  a  subject,  perhaps,  exceeding  in  importance  any 
other  question  likely  to  come  before  the  present  congress.  He 
adverted  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  He  then  moved  to  take 
up  this  report  for  consideration. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Clay  then  said  that  the  charter  granted  to  the  b:\nk  of  the 
TJnited  Slates  provided  for  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  that  bank  and  its  branches.  Ft  vested  in  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  power  to  remove  those  deposites, 
whenever  such  removal  should  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
ests; but  it  is  further  required  that  whenever  he  does  remove 
the  deposites,  he  shall  submit  to  congress  liis  reasons  for  the  act 
nt  their  next  session.  A  removal  of  the  public  deposites  had 
been  determined  on.  How  was  this  to  be  effected?  or,  at  whose 
instance?  was  not  at  present  the  question  to  be  considered. 
But  a  removal  had  taken  place;  and  the  secretary  had  stated 
that  this  was  done  by  his  order,  and  he  had  laid  before  congress 
his  reastms.  Wh(!n  congress,  at  the  lime  of  the  passage  of  thi.' 
charter  of  the  bank,  made  it  necessary  that  those  reasons  should 
be  submitted,  they  must  have  had  some  purpose  in  their  mind. 
It  must  have  been  intended  that  congress  should  look  into  these 
reasons  determine  as  to  their  validity,  and  approve  or  disap- 
prove them  as  might  be  thought  proper.  The  reasons  had  now 
been  submitted,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  congress  to  decide, 
whether  or  not  they  were  sufficient  to  justify  the  act.  If  there 
was  any  subject  which,  more  than  any  other,  seemed  to  require 
the  prompt  action  of  congress,  it  certainly  was  that  which  had 
reference  to  the  custody  and  care  of  the  public  treasury.  The 
senate,  therefore,  could  not,  at  too  early  a  period,  enter  on  the 
qiiestion^-what  was  the  actual  condition  of  the  treasury?  A 
high  officer  of  the  government,  wlio  outiht  to  he  in  the  chair, 
now  so  honorably  filled  by  the  president  pro.  tem.,  and  whose 
absence  he  (Mr.  C.)  sincerely  regretted,  had  once  told  these 
nnte  to  see  where  the  lost  rights  of  the  states  were.  Now  he 
(Mr.  C.)  wished  to  discover  where  was  the  public  treasuiy,  and 
Whether  the  public  motiey  was  in -safe  custody. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  go  into  a  di-^eussioo,  but  ho  had 
risen  to  state  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  his  duty  as  a  sena- 
tor, and  he  hoped  thai  other  senators  took  similar  views  of  their 
duty,  to  look  into  tliis  subject,  atid  to  see  what  was  to  be  done. 
As  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  declared  the 
reasons  which  had  led  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
and,  as  the  senate  had  to  judge  whether,  on  invesMaation  of 
these  reasons,  the  act  was  a  wise  one  or  not,  he  considered  that 
it  would  not  be  right  to  refer  the  subject  to  any  committee,  but 
that  the  senate  should  at  once  act  oh  it,  not  taking  it  up  in  the 
form  of  a  report  of  a  committee,  but  sroing  into  an  examination 
of  the  reasons  as  they  had  been  submitted. 

He  wished  to  make  the  report  of  the  secretary  the  order  for 
some  particular  day,  in  the  belief  that  the  requisition  made  by 


the  act  of  congress  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  his  rea- 
sons, on  the  lemoval  of  the  deposites,  was  doubtless  intended 
to  place  ihe  whole  matter  before  congress  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  tlien  moved  to  postpone  tlie  consideration  of  the  re- 
port until  Monday  ne.\t,  and  to  make  it  the  special  order  for 
that  day. 

Mr.  JBenfon  admitted  that  congress  had  full  power  logo  into 
the  examination  of  the  report.  But  he  requested  the  senate  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  secretary  had  announced,  among  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  assigned  tor  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
that  it  had  been  caused  by  the  ntisconduet  of  the  bank,  and  had 
g(uie  into  a  variety  of  specifications,  charging  the  bank  wi(h  in- 
terfering with  the  liberties  of  the  people  in  their  most  vital  el«- 
ments,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  elections.  The 
secretary  had  also  charged  the  bank  with  dishonoring  its  own  pa- 
per on  several  occasions;  and  that  it  became  necessary  to  compel 
it  to  receive  paper  of  its  own  branches.  Here,  then,  were  grave 
charges  of  misconduct;  and  he  wished  to  know,  whether,  in  the 
face  of  such  charges,  this  congress  was  to  go  at  once,  without 
the  previous  examination  of  a  committee,  into  action  upon  the 
subject? 

Fie  desired  to  know  whether  the  senate  were  now  about  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this  document  as  it  stood,  and, 
without  receiving  any  evidence  of  the  charges,  or  taking  any 
course  to  establish  their  truth,  to  give  back  the  money  to  this 
institution.  He  thought  it  would  be  only  becoming  in  the  bank 
itself  to  ask  for  a  couKuittee  of  scrutiny  into  its  conduct,  and 
that  the  subject  ought  to  be  taken  up  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, which,  on  account  of  its  members,  its  character  as  the 
popular  branch,  and  the  fact  that  all  money  bills  originated 
there,  was  the  most  proper  tribunal  for  the  hearing  of  this  case. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  the  senate  had  the  power  to  go 
into  the  examination.  But  to  fix  a  day  now  for  the  trial  of  sw 
import;-.nt  a  case  he  considered  as  premature.  Were  the  whole 
of  the  charges  to  be  blown  out  of  the  paper  by  the  breath  of  the 
senate?  Were  they  to  decide  on  the  question,  each  senator 
sitting  there  as  witness  and  juror  in  the  case?  He  did  not  wish 
to  stand  there  in  the  character  of  a  witness,  unless  he  was  to  be 
examined  on  oath  either  at  the  bar  of  the  senate,  or  before  a 
committee  of  that  body,  where  tlie  evidence  would  be  taken 
down.  He  wished  to  know  the  manner  in  which  the  exami- 
nation was  to  be  conducted;  for  he  regarded  this  motion  as  an 
admission  of  tlie  truth  of  every  charge  which  had  been  made  in 
the  report,  and  as  a  flight  from  investigation. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  made  the 
special  order  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  C7ai/ then  offered  the  following  resolution.  Fie  believed 
that  by  ihe  rule  of  the  senate  it  woufc|fhave  to  lie  one  day.  His 
object  was  to  discover  who  it  was  thai  had  made  the  reutovai  of 
the  deposites. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  be  request- 
ed to  inform  the  senate,  whether  a  paper  under  date  the  IBih 
day  of  September,  1833,  pur|)orting  to  have  been  read  by  him  to 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments,  lelating  to  the  public  de- 
posites of  the  public  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  alleged  to  have  been  publised  by  his  authority,  be  gcnninu 
or  not;  and  if  it  be  genuine,  that  he  be  also  requested  to  cause 
a  copy  of  the  said  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  senate. 
The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  certain  claim;^ 
of  American  citizens  for  spoli;itions  by  France  prior  to  1800; 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
The  senate  proceeded  to  elect  a  chaplain.  On  the  first  bal- 
lot it  appeared  that  there  were  39  ballots  given  in,  of  which  Mr. 
Post  had  13,  Mr.  Pise  30,  Mr.  Smith  8,  Mr,  Hatch  6,  and  2  scat- 
tering. On  the  sixth  and  last  ballot,  Mr.  Hatch  received  23 
votes  out  of  41,  and  was  elected. 

Mr.  Spra^ue^s  resolution  concerning  the  35th  rule  again  came 
up  for  consideration.  The  chair  upon  his  own  request,  was  ex- 
cused from  voting  (21  to  19),  after  some  debate  between  Messrs. 
Ch'undy,  Clay,  nnd  Calhoun.  Tlte  latter  said  that  he  consider- 
ed the  present  practice  of  appointing  the  committees  an  odious 
one,  and  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the  rrsolulion. 
The  question  being  then  on  the  resolution — 
Mr.  JForsytk  defended  the  vice  president  from  the  charge  of 
being  absent  from  any  unwillingness  to  incur  responsibility,  at- 
tributing it  solely  to  his  construction  of  the  lule,  and  his  respect 
for  the  senate. 

Mr.  Sfrague  made  a  brief  reply,  and  the  question  was  then 
taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Calhoun,  Chambers_,  Clay,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linglinysen,Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,Naudain,  Poindexter,  Pren- 
tiss, PrH(=ton,  Rnbbins.  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Svvifi, 
Tomlin=nn,  1'yler,  Webster — 22. 

NAV^H — Messrs    Benton,    Bibb,    Brown,   Forsyth,   Grundy, 
Heiiilricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Moore,  Morris,  Ifives,  Robinson, 
Shipley,  Tallniadge,  Tipton,  Wilkins,  Wright — 18. 
So  \\\i'.  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sfras.ue,  it  was  ordered  that  Ihe  senate  do 
on  Thursday  go  into  the  election  of  the  committees. 

The  bill  further  to  provide  for  tlie  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  waa 
postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
sen'niglit. 

The  bill  granting  lands  to  the  stale  of  Missouri  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
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The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  11.     Mr.  Bibb,  pursnant  to  notice,  presented  <i  joint 
reeoiution,  proposing  certain   amendments  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  on   the  piibject  of  the  election  of  a  presi 
dent  and  vice  president;  which  was  read  a  first  lime,  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bibb  gave  notice  tliat  he  should  ask  the  senate  to  take  np 
tliis  resolution,  and  the  one  offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  on  this  sub 
ject,  on  the  second  Monday  in  January. 

After  other  business  which  will  sufficiently  appear  in  its  pro- 
gress— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CIny,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Benton.  Which  bring  amended  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  agreed  to.  [The  amendments  go  to 
britigout  important  facts  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  new 
deposite  banks,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  the  10th.] 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Clay,  concerning 
the  paper  said  to  have  been  presented  by  the  president,  and 
read  to  the  cabinet,  next  came  up — 

Mr.  Forsyth  said^  that  this  was  an  unusual  call,  and  he  was 
desirous  to  know  for  what  purpose  it  had  been  made,  and  for 
what  uses  the  paper  which  had  been  called  for  was  intended. 
He  presumed  that  no  one  had  any  doubt  as  to  its  genuineness. 
He  had  none. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  that  the  reasons  for  the  call  must  be  obvi- 
ousj  and  would  readily  present  themselves  to  every  senator; 
and  believing  thus,  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  suggest 
them.  It  liad  been  said,  that  the  president  had  issued  a  parti- 
cular paper,  which  he  had  read  to  the  members  of  his  cabinet, 
which  had  been  promulgated  to  the  public  as  his.  and  which  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  country  as  his.  But  the  senate  had  had 
n©i>fficial  declaration  of  the  president,  nor  any  official  commu 
nidation  to  them  of  this  paper,  nor  any  thing  in  any  form,  from 
him,  which  affirmed  that  this  paper  was  his.  If  the  president 
had  merely  read  a  paper  to  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  without 
promulgating  that  paper  to  the  world,  it  would  have  presented 
a, totally  different  question.  Gentlemen  would  have  reasona 
kAy  doubted  if  they  possessed  a  right  to  call  for  the  production 
of  a  paper  which  was  confidential  between  the  president  and 
the  members  of  his  cabinet.  But  this  paper  had  been  promul 
gated  to  the  world;  and  therefore  the  senate,  if  it  was  the  pro 
Auction  of  the  president,  had  a  right  to  call  for  an  official  copy, 
that  they  might  thtis  be  assured,  from  the  highest  source,  tliat 
it  was  genuine.  He  had  himself  no  doubt  that  the  paper  was 
genuine,  but  the  fact  only  rested,  at  present,  on  the  assertion 
of  a  newspaper,  and  it  was  not  every  assertion  of  every  news- 
paper which  was  fully  entitled  to  credit.  The  only  testimony 
pow,  was  the  assertion  0fkhe  editor  of  a  newspaper,  and  it  was 
^nly  respectful  to  the  |)resident  to  ask  him  for  a  copy,  and  if  a 
copy  was  communicated,  there  could  be  no  right  to  presume 
*hal  it  was  not  genuine. 

[Mr.  C.  also  said  that  it  was  a  proceedins  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  thi.s  country — and,  instead  of  going  to  the  heads 
of  departments  for  their  opinions,  the  president  had,  by  this 
paper,  communicated  the  reasons  which  ought  to  influence 
.their  judgment.  He  would  not  20  into  the  subject  to  show  that 
it  lay  at  the  bottom  of  this  inquiry,  by  what  authority,  or  for 
what  reasons,  the  public  deposites  were  removed  from  the  bank 
where  congress  designed  that  they  should  be  put,  and  placed  in 
hanks  where  congress  designed  that  they  should  not  be  put. 
That  was  a  part  of  the  subject  whiclf  would  hereafter  come  up 
for  discussion.  He  wished  to  establish  the  genuineness  of  this 
paper.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  if  he  understood  the  honorable  senator  from 
Kentucky  correctly,  he  admitted  that  with  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  president  and  his  secretaries,  whether  oral  or  writ- 
ten, the  senate  had  nothing  to  do.  This  view  of  the  subject 
Mr.  F.  did  not  conceive  to  be  affected  by  the  publicity  wliich, 
whether  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  president,  had  been 
given  to  the  paper  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  This  paper 
■was  one  said  to  have  been  addressed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  his  confidential  advisers.  Mr.  F.  said  he  cotild 
not  see  why  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should 
entertain  any  particular  desire  to  get  at  this  paper.  What  offi- 
cial use  could  he  make  of  it,  when  he  had  got  it.'  Why  depart 
froni  usage  by  callirig  for  such  a  paper  as  this,  unless  it  was  in- 
tiBuded  to  make  some  official  use  of  it.'  Mr.  F.  said  lie  could 
imagine  that  one  branch  of  the  legislature  might,  under  certain 
/Circumstances,  have  a  right  to  call  for  it,  and,  if  it  were  njfused 
when  called  for,  to  obtain  it  by  the  use  of  any  means  within  its 
power.  But  <A.ts  was  not  that  branch  of  the  legislature.  If  the 
paper  in  question  was  to  he  made  the  ground  of  a  criminal 
charge  against  the  president  of  the  United  States,  it  must  come 
from  another  body,  and  must  be  a  part  of  the  evidence  on  which 
the  president  of  the  United  States  is  to  he  brought  to  the  bar  of 
/this  body,  under  a  charge  of  high  crime  or  misdemeanor.  The 
4ionorable  senator  had  suggested  that  the  paper  referred  to, 
might  be  of  vast  use  in  ascertaining  by  whom  the  deposites  had 
been  removed.  As  to  that  Mr.  F.  said,  there  was  no  question 
that  the  deposites  have  been  removed;  whether  properly  or  not, 
would,  he  presumed,  become  a  subject  of  inquiry.  He  presum- 
ed, also,  tha^^,  as  to  that  act,  the  senate  had  already  sufficient 
infortMntion  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  form  his 
judgment  upon  it.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying  he  could  per- 
ceive no  use  that  the  senate  had  for  this  paper;  the  call  for  it 
was  of  a  nature  entirely  unusual,  and  he  should  therefore  re- 
sipt  it,  and  require  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question  ofagVee- 
jng  to  it. 


Mr.  Benton  followed,  and,  among  other  things  said— the  pre- 
sident had  already  communicated  his  reasons  to  al!  America. 
He  might  refuse  to  send  a  copy  to  the  senate,  in  answer  to  their 
call;  and  such  a  refusal  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  proper,  in  re- 
ference to  the  effect  it  might  have  in  cases  to  arise  hereafter. 
He  asked  if  it  was  proper  to  call  on  the  president  to  say  if  a 
document  which  ap[)eared  in  a  newspa()er  as  his,  was  gejniine 
or  not.'  Was  it  proper  that  the  senate  should  call  on  the  presi- 
dent to  communicate  to  them  a  paper  which  he  had  rend  to  the 
members  of  his  cabinet?  Supposing  that,  instead  of  a  paper,  the 
president  had  made  a  speech  to  his  cabinet.  What  difference 
could  be  made  between  a  written  paper  and  a  speech?  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  senate  could  have  called  o!>  him 
to  communicate  a  copy  of  his  speecli?  If  the  senate  conhf  do 
this,  could  they  not  go  still  farther,  and  if  ihey  could  call  for 
this  speech  delivered  to  his  cabinet,  could  they  not  also  call  for 
any  thing  which  he  had  said  to  his  cabinet,  while  sitting  in  his 
chair,  and  talking  to  them?  And  if  they  could  do  this,  could 
they  not  go  still  further,  and  call  upon  him  for  any  thing  he 
might  have  said  in  conversation  to  any  single  member,  and 
which  had,  by  some  means,  got  into  a  newspaper?  Where,  in 
fact,  could  a  line  be  drawn? 

Mr.  Poindexter  said,  that  he  considered  the  paper  referred  to 
in  this  resolution,  as  one  intimately  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  If 
it  was  merely  a  correspondence  between  the  president  and  heads 
of  departments,  or  one  of  them,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  be  one  of  the 
last  to  disturb  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  calling  for 
it.  But,  he  said,  he  regarded  it  as  a  public  document,  and  a 
document  too  of  great  importance.  He  regarded  it  as  bein^  in 
the  nature  of  instructions  from  ihe  presidenlofthe  United  States 
to  the  head  of  one  of  the  departments,  with  respect  to  the  man- 
ner of  execution  of  a  duty  confided  to  that  deparment  by  law. 
Mr.  p.  then  referred  to  the  doctrine  of  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Ben- 
ton, and  proceeded  to  say — The  question  which  now  presents 
itself  to  congress  is.  vvhether  the  broad  line  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  drawn  between  the  president  of  the  United  States  and 
the  control  of  the  national  chest  shall  be  effaced,  and  whether, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  of  appointment,  the  president  of  the  17. 
Slates  shall  not  only  take  command  of  the  army  and  navy,  but 
shall  also  assume  the  unlimited  control  of  the  public  purse? 
Upon  his  construction  of  his  authority,  as  expounded  in  prac- 
tice, and  by  the  document  referred  to,  what  was  to  prevent  the 
president  of  the  United  States  from  drawing  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  the  treasury  for  any  purpose  he  pleased?  Nothing  at 
all.  He  had  only  to  say  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury:  I  want 
ten  millions  of  dollars — draw  a  warrant  for  it.  The  secretary 
would  perhaps  reply,  there  has  been  no  appropriation  made  by 
law  for  any  suchexpenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  I  cannot, 
therefore,  draw  the  warrant.  But,  sir,  the  president  might  say, 
I  will  furnish  yoii  a  paper  containing  the  reasons  why  I  require 
this  ten  millions  of  dollars;  I  take  the  responsibility  upon  my- 
self: I  do  not  mean  to  control  you  in  the  performance  of  what 
you  believe  to  be  your  duty  as  secretary  of  the  treasuryfbul  I 
respectfully  require  that  you  will  sign  thjs  warrant  for  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  secretary  perhaps  would  rejoin,  and  say, 
I  have  maturely  considered  your  reasons,  sir,  but  cannot,  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  consistently  with  my  sense  of  duty,  sign  this 
warrant.  WHuu  tiien,  sir?  said  Mr.  P.  Why,  sir,  with  the 
promptitude  of  a  Napoleon,  or  of  the  grand  Turk,  or  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  the  president  mi^ht  say,  ^Jr.  l^iney,  I  appoint 
you  secret  ruy  of  the  treasury;  and,  if  Mr.  Taney  would  not  com- 
ply, he  mi  .III  appoint  another  and  another  until  he  found  one 
fit  to  his  |iiii|)ose.  r>\  such  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  cabinet  ministers,  the  president  might  assume  the 
absolute  control  of  the  national  chest,  and  at  any  time  dip  his 
hands  into  it,  and  take  out  whatever  he  would.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  this  paper  because  it  is  in  the  nature  of  instructions  by  the 
president  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  this  very  question 
concerning  the  public  money.  So  viewing  it,  I  shall  give  the 
resolution  my  support. 

Rlr.  Forsyth  said,  that,  in  his  view,  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  the  proposed  call  depended  on  the  use  which  the  se- 
nate were  expected  to  make  of  this  paper.  For  the  purpose  of 
informing  the  public  it  was  not  wanted  by  the  senate,  for  it  was 
already  public.  We  do  not  call  for  the  paper  (said  he)  in  order 
to  have  it  before  us;  for  it  is  already  before  the  world.  Why  do 
we  want  to  have  it  officially  before  us?  What  official  use  can 
we  make  of  it?  I  see  none,  sir.  The  only  official  use  that  can 
he  made  of  it  is  one  that  the  senate  cannot  make;  that  is,  as 
evidence  of  the  criminality  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
to  he  preferred  by  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  at  the  bar 
of  this  body.  Is  such  use  as  this  of  the  paper  anticipated?  And 
is  this  not  the  only  course  that  can  be  pursued  towards  the  pre- 
sident in  case  of  the  allegation  of  his  having  violated  either  the 
laws  or  constitution  in  connexion  with  that  paper?  If,  under 
such  circumstances,  we  were  to  call  for  this  paper,  it  would 
only  shew  that  we  were  desirous  to  prompt  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislattire  to  act  in  the  case. 

After  Mr.  Forsyth  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said  that  perhaps  after  the  various  ad- 
missions which  had  now  been  made  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
paper,  Ihe  senator  from  Kentucky  might  be  induced  to  consider 
ills  purpose  as  well  answered  on  that  point,  as  if  he  retained 
the  original  phraseology  of  his  resolution.  And  in  a  modified, 
form  he,  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  feel  any  objection  to  its  adoption. 
He  looked  at  the  subject  in  a  light  somewhat  different  from  that 
in  which  it  was  viewed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.     If  this 
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was  a  )eil«r  to  the  lioads  of  departriierits,  it  could  hardly  be  an 
official  document,  and  the  senate  wonid  iiavo  a  right  to  call  I'or 
it.  His  doubt  was,  whether  it  was  an  olHcial  act,  vvliich,  as 
such,  might  come  belore  the  senate  without  an  express  call.  If 
it  was  a  document  which  miglit  come  before  the  senatu  in  an 
official  form,  then  the  present  motion  might  have  been  con- 
sidered premature.  Hut  it  could  not  be  doubted  by  any  one, 
that,  belore  the  close  of  the  session,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
tell  liow  soon  there  would  be  that  before  the  senate,  which 
would  render  it  necessary  to  show  liow  the  removal  of  the  de- 

posites  had  been  eflected. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  for  a 
copy  of  the  proclamation  as  a  similar  cast^:  and  after  other  re- 
marks, suggested  that  the  part  of  the  resolution  wliich  iriquired 
as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  paper,  and  which  carried  on  its 
face  an  immplication,  should  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the  ge- 
nuineness of  the  paper  should  be  taken  as  a(lmilt<;d,  and  that 
the  proposition  should  be  merely  a  call  for  the  paper.  With 
the  consent,  therefore,  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  and  cer- 
tainly not  without  it,  he  would  move  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  inserting  as 
follows: 

"That  the  president  be  requested  to  send  to  the  senate  a 
copy  of  the  paper  which  has  been  published,  and  which  pur- 
ports to  have  been  read  by  him  to  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departments,  dated  the  18th  day  of  September  last,  relating  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  offices." 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  believed  there  was  no  instance  of  an  official 
paper  emanating  from  the  president,  having  been  sent  to  either 
house  without  a  call  for  its  production.  It  was  the  parliamen- 
tary usage,  not  only  here  but  in  England  and  France,  and  in  all 
countries,  to  naake  calls  for  official  papers.  There  was  no  in- 
stance in  which  congress  had  used  any  paper,  purporting  to  be 
an  official  one,  without  previously  calling  on  the  executive  to 
lay  a  copy  of  such  paper  before  tliem.  All  this  was  according 
to  parliamentary  usage.  All  proclamations,  from  the  celebrated 
proclamation  of  neutrality  of  Washington,  to  this  time,  had  all 
been  brought  before  congress  by  a  call  from  one  branch  or  the 
other.  Such  was  the  case  with  ail  papers  emanating  from  autho- 
rity. Tlie  motion  which  he  had  made,  therefore,  was  in  con- 
fortnity  to  usage,  and  was  the  most  respectful  course  to  tiie 
president  himself.  A  paper  might  be  published  surreptitiously, 
and  yet  bear  on  its  face  the  stamp  of  authority.  It  was  most 
proper  to  go  at  once  to  the  highest  source  and  obtain  the  fact. 

As  to  the  uses  which  weie  to  be  made  of  this  paper,  nothing 
seemed  to  run  in  the  head  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Georgia,  but 
the  id:!a  of  impeachment  This  appeared  to  be  the  only  idea 
lie  could  connect  with  tlie  call.  But  there  were  many  other 
purposes,  and  some  of  them  had  been  named  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  there  might  still  be  others.  Might  it 
not  b«  important  to  ascertain  who  had  received  the  public  de- 
posites? Whether  they  had  been  removed  by  autliority  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  or  not.''  And  whether  he  was  a  mere 
automaton,  or  acting  as  he  believed,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty?  He,  (Mr.  C.)  hnW  never  intended  to  use  the  document, 
in  the  form  of  impeachment,  nor  had  he  even  indicated  such  a 
design. 

After  some  other  remarks,  Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  would  Tiot 
object  to  the  proposed  modification. 

Some  further  dej^e  briefly  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Bibb, 
Calhoun,  Forsyth^Wiay  and  Kane  took  part — v\l.-ii  tlic  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Oalhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ew- 
ing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knisht,  Mangum,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  llobl)ins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Spragne,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  W<U)ster— 2,3. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  Moore,  Morris,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tall- 
inadge,  Tipton,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 18. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  further  business  hereafter  to  be  noted,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

December  12.*  The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates: 

Washington,  Dec.  12,  1833. 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  attentively  considered  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of 
the  11th  instant,  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  "a  copy  of  the  paper  which  has 
been  published,  and  which  purports  to  have  been  read  by  him 
to  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  dated  the  18th  day 
of  September  last,  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  atid  its 
offices." 

The  executive  is  a  co  ordinate  and  independent  branch  of 
the  government,  equally  with  the  senate:  antl  I  have  yet  to  learn 
under  what  constitutional  authority  that  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture has  a  right  to  require  of  me  an  account  of  any  communi- 
tion,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  made  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, acting  as  a  cabinet  council.  As  well  might  I  be  requir- 
ed to  detail  to  the  senate  the  free  and  private  conversation   I 

*If  every  line  of  disposable  matter  was  left  out,  we  could  not, 
present  a  view  of  the  arauments  and  proceedinss  of  this  day  in 
congress — and  the  usual  notices  must  be,  at  least  postponed. 


have  held  with  those  officers  on  any  subjects  relating  to  their 
duties  and  my  own. 

Fc'cling  my  responsibility  to  the  American  people,  I  am  wil- 
ling, upon  all  occasions,  to  explain  to  them  the  grounds  of  my 
conduct;  and  1  am  willing,  n()on  all  proper  occasions,  to  give  to 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  any  information  in  my  posses- 
sion that  can  be  useful  in  the  execution  of  the  appropriate  du- 
ties confided  to  them. 

Knowing  the  constitutional  right  of  the  senate,  I  sliall  be  the 
last  man,  uruler  any  circumstances,  to  interfere  with  them. 
Knowing  those  of  the  executive,  L  shall,  at  all  times  endeavor 
to  maintain  them,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  solemn  oath  I  have  taken  to  support  and  defend  it. 

1  am  constrained,  therefore,  by  a  proper  sense  of  my  own 
self-respect,  and  of  the  rights  secured  by  the  constitution  to  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government,  to  decline  a  complianca 
with  your  request.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  matter  of  the 
message,  and  was  briefly  replied  to  by  Mr.  Grundy.  Th«  sketch- 
es of  what  they  said  must  be  inserted,  because  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  to  which  they  refer. 

The  chair  having  called  the  special  order  of  the  day,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committees — 

Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  moved  to  defer  the  election  until  Mon- 
day, among  other  reasons  saying  that  the  seats  of  seven  senators 
were  vacant,  some  of  which  it  was  hourly  expected  would  be 
filled, 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  postponement.  The  senate  was  as  full 
as  it  usually  was  throughout  the  session;  and  observed  that  if 
any  looked  to  the  political  character  of  the  absent  senators,  the 
result  would  not  be  changed  by  the  delay. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  if  these  seven  senators  were  present,  the 
difficulty  of  filling  up  the  committees  would  be  lessened — and  as 
the  senate  had  adopted  a  new  rule,  he  wished  that  time  should 
be  allowed  to  those  who  are  absent,  and  as  a  delay  had  been 
asked  for,  he  thought  it  should  take  place. 

After  some  other  remarks  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Grundy — 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuy- 
sen, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Moore, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Rives.  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Calhoun,  CJiamhors,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Kent,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindejaer,  Preston,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Tyler — 13.  ^fljk 

So  the  election  was  postponed,    IBP 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the 
senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday, 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  concerning  the 
contested  election  betv\'een  Mr.  Letcher  and  Mr.  Moore,  as 
they  finally  passed  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  5th  inst, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections,  when  appoint- 
ed, inquire  and  report  to  this  house  who  is  the  member  elected 
from  the  .5th  congressional  district  of  the  state  of  Kentuckv; 
and,  until  tiie  committee  shall  report  as  herein  required, 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  Thomas  P.  Moore,  or  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  shall  be  qualified  as  the  member  from  said  district. 

3.  Resolved,  further,  That  the  committee  of  elections  shall 
be  required  to  receive  as  evidence  all  the  affidavits  and  expo 
sitions  which  may  have  been  heretofore,  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  taken  by  either  of  the  parties,  on  due  notice  having  been 
given  to  the  adverse  party  or  his  agent;  and  report  the  same  to 
this  house, 

Monday,  Dec.  9.  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Plummer,  of 
Mississippi,  appeared,  were  sworn,  and  took  their  seats, 

[The  standing  committees  were  now  announced — but  the  list 
is  long,  and  will  not  suffer  by  deing  delayed  until  next  week,] 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Va.  moved  the  following  resolution: 

"That  the  following  shall  be  established  as  the  9th  rule  of  the 
house: 

"In  all  cases  the  speaker  shall  vole — and  if  the  house  shall 
be  equally  divided,  the  question  shall  be  lost." 

Mr.  Patton  very  ably,  and  at  considerable  lenirth,  supported 
his  motion,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Wayne.  The  argument, 
jtro  and  con  was  highly  interesting,  because  of  its  develope- 
ment  of  principles.  W^e  have  laid  it  aside,  with  the  hope  of  in- 
serting it  at  some  season  of  leisure.  The  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  was  postponed  for  a  week. 

The  hons(!  proceeded  to  elect  a  chaplain.  Two  ballots  wer* 
taken,  as  follows: 

\st.  '2nd. 

For  rev.  Mr.  Stockton,  104  143 

Rev.  Mr.  Copp,  33  10 

Rev.  Mr.  Hammett,  50  34 

Scatterinc,  18  7 

So  Mr.  Stockton  was  elected,  and  then  the  house  adjourned, 

Tuesday,  Dec.  10.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the 
house  now  go  into  committee'of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  with  a  view  to  taking  up  the  president's  message.  ; 

Mr.  McDuffie,  however,  obtained  the  floor,  to  move  that  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  congress,  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which  is  now  on  the 
clerk'e  table,  be  referred  to  a  coinmittee  of  the  whole  house  on 
the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Polk  inquired  of  Mr.  McD.  with  what  view  he  wished 
that  document  referred  aa  proposed?  Whether  it  was  that  it 
should  be  considered  at  the  same  lime  when  so  njuch  of  the 
message  ag  referred  to  the  same  subject  should  be  taken  up? 

Mr.  McDuffie  made  a  reply  vvliicli  did  not  distinctly  reach  the 
car  of  the  reporier ,  and  which  was  understood  to  be  affinna- 
t  ve. 

Thomas  D.  Singleton,  one  of  the  members  elect  from  South 
Carolina,  having  died  at  Raleigh,  when  on  his  journey  to  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  Pinckney,  of  S.  C.  after  a  warm  eulogiuni  on  his 
deceased  friend,  offered  the  usual  resolutions  in  such  cases, 
which  were  passed  unanimously,  and  the  house  then,  according 
!to  customj  immediately  thereafter  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  11.  Several  petitions  were  presented  by 
Mr.  Ashley,  and  other  matters  attended  to — 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  (in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Adams  in  the  chair)  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  referring  the 
parts  of  the  president's  message  to  the  diflerent  commiltees  as 
usual — wliich  it  does  not  seem  necessary  that  we  should  insert. 
Considerable  debate  was  had  upon  the  refcrence  of  the  reso- 
lution which  relates  to  that  part  of  the  nies&age  concerning  an 
alteration  of  the  constitution  with  respect  to  the  election  of  pre- 
sident and  vice  president,  to  a  select  committee,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  C.  Mr.  Wilde  requested  that  it  might  be  withdrawn— 
but  Mr.  C7ay  declined;  and  after  several  gentlemen  had  express- 
ed their  opinions,  it  was  agreed  that  this  resolution  should  be 
separateiy  considered. 

The  2d  resolution  having  been  again  read — 
Mr.  McDu^e  suggested  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  expediency  of  strik- 
ing out  of  the  resolution  the  words  "bank  of  the  United  States," 
as,  if  they  were  retained,  the  di£»cussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
deposites  must  unavoidably  be  drawn  on. 
Mr.  Clay  declining, 

Mr.  McD.  further  explained.  He  wished  to  avoid,  at  this 
time,  discussing  the  preliminary  question — it  was  notorious 
that  the  president  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  deposites;  but  he 
did  not  desire  to  touch  that  subject  now:  which  he  must  do, 
should  the  gentleman  adhere  to  his  resolution;  for  it  was  only 
on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  the  deposites  that  the  message 
brought  the  bank  question  before  the  house. 
Mr.  Clay  still  refusing, 

Mr.  Mcb.  said,  it  was  obvious  that  the  house  must  enter  at 
once  on  the  subject,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee now  rise. 
It  rose  accordingly. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  PolMmade  an  effort  to  obtain  the  reconsi- 
deration of  the  vote  of  yroerday,  referring  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  on  the  deposites  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  but  before  any  question  was 
taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chilton,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  12.  [The  whole  of  this  day  was  occupied 
with  an  earnest  and  able  debate  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  (as 
stated  in  yesterday's  proceedings),  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  concerning  the 
deposites  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
with  a  view  of  referring  it  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  debate  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Chilton,  who  spoke  with 
some  severity  of  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Polk,  that  he  [Mr.  P.] 
was  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  discussion,  until  the  subject 
had  been  taken  up  by  one  of  the  standing  committees,  &c. 
Mr.  Polk,  explained.  Mr.  McKim  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  McDuffie,  at  considerable  length,  and  with  much 
earnestness,  opposed  the  motion.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  who  supported  it;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, said  he  heard  "with  alarm  a  suggestion  that  the  house 
might  order  the  deposites  to  be  restored,  a  measure  that  would 
convulse  the  whole  community!"  Mr.  Binney,  [tlie  new  mem- 
ber from  Philadelphia]  succeeded,  and  from  the  sketch  of  his 
speech  that  is  given,  must  have  offered  one  of  the  most  sound 
and  clear  arguments  ever  heard  in  the  capitol.  He  maintained 
the  rights  of  the  house  over  the  public  moneys,  and  opposed 
Mr.  Polk's  motion  at  length,  for  reasons  assigned.  The  debate 
was  continued  in  an  animated  strain  between  Messrs.  McKin- 
ley,  Clayton,  Polk  and  Wayne.  Finally,  the  house  adjourned 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  the  previous  question  called  for 
by  Mr.  Wayne  not  being  sustained— for  it  104,  against  it  107.] 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

REPORT  OK  A  COMMITTEE  OF  DIRECTORS    OF   THE    BANK    OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Sunk  United  States,  Tuesday,  Dec.  3d,  1833. 
At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this 
evening,         •  Present,  N.  Biddle,  president. 
Messrs.  Willing,  Fisher,  Lewis, 

Eyre,  Lippincott,  Holmes, 

Bevan,  Chauncey,  Gilpin, 

White,  Newkirk,  Sullivan, 

Sergeant,  Macalester,  Waiirr. 

Mr.  Chauncey,  from  the  special  committee  appointed  on  Hio 
24th  September,  presented  the  following  report,  which  uns  ronrl. 
Whereupon,  Mr.  Chauncey  moved  the  following  rPFoliuinn: 
Resolved,  That  the  said  report  with  the  accompanying  roolu- 
tion  be  adopted. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  navfi  wore  called  for,  whtn  it 
was  carrl«d  by  a  vote  of  12  to  3,  as  follows; 


Yeas— Messrs.  Willing,  Eyre,  Bevan,  White,  Sergeant,  Fish- 
er, Lippincott, Chauncey,  Newkirk, Lewis,  Holroee,  Btddlc — 12. 

Nays— Messrs.  Gilpin,  Sullivan,  Wager — 3. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  5,000  copi«s  of  the  ."aid  report 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bunk.  Extract 
from  the  minutes,  S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, a  paper  signed  "Andrew  Jackson,"  purporting  to  have  been 
read  to  a  cabinet  on  the  18th,  and  also  another  paper  signed 
"H.  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sullivan,  Peter  Wager  and  Hugh  McEl-  ^ 
derry,"  bearing  date  August  19th,  1833— with  inftruclions  to 
consider  the  same,  and  report  to  the  board  "whether  any,  and 
what  steps  may  he  deemed  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  board 
in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  said  letter  and  report," 
beg  leave  to  slate — 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  these  papers,  and  will 
now  proceed  to  report  the  result  of  their  reflections  in  regard  to 
them. 

In  order,  however,  to  render  them  more  intelligible,  it  will  be 
proper  to  recall  to  the  attention  of  the  board,  the  actual  relation 
which  tiie  bank  has  for  some  years  past  borne  to  llie  executive. 
Since  the  establishnieniof  the  institution  it  has  devoted  itself 
anxiously  and  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  its  creation,  the 
restoration  of  the  currency,  the  maintenance  of  the  general  cre- 
dit, and  the  accommodation  of  the  internal  and  foreign  trade  of 
the  country.  That  it  has  not  failed  in  these  objects — that  it  has 
indeed  realized  more  than  the  anticipations  of  the  most  san- 
guine, is  attested  by  all  parts  of  the  community.  It  was  m  the 
n)idst  of  this  career  of  inoffensive  usefulness,  when  soon  after 
tlie  accession  to  power  of  the  present  executive,  the  purpose 
was  distinctly  revealed  that  other  duties  than  those  to  the  couti- 
try  were  required — and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  bank  in 
administering  its  affairs,  to  consult  the  political  views  of  those 
who  had  now  obtained  the  ascendancy  in  the  executive.  It  is 
tmderstood  that  soon  after  that  event  a  meeting  was  held  in 
W^ashington  of  the  principal  chiefs,  to  consider  the  means  of 
perpetuating  their  new  authority,  and  the  possession  of  the  bank 
was  among  the  most  prominent  objects  of  the  parties  assembled. 
The  fir.*;!  open  manifestation  of  this  purpose  was  in  June,  1829, 
when  a  concerted  effort  was  made  by  the  executive  officers  to 
interfere  in  the  election  of  the  board  of  directors  at  Portsmouth. 
At  the  head  of  this  attempt  was  Mr.  Levi  Woodbury,  now  a 
member  of  the  present  cabinet  at  Washington,  who  did  not  hs- 
sitate  to  avow  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  wliich, 
though  marked  "confidential"  was  subsequently  ordered  to  be 
published  by  the  committee  of  investigation  in  1832 — that  he 
wished  the  interference  of  the  government  to  remove  the  presi- 
dent of  the  branch  at  Portsmouth,  of  whom  he  says — 

"The  new  president,  Jeremiah  Mason,  is  a  particular  friend 
of  Mr.  Webster,  and  his  political  character  is  doubtless  well 
known  to  you" — and  he  requests  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
"to  communicate  with  some  of  the  directors  of  the  mother  bank 
in  favor  of  such  a  change." 

This  letter  of  Mr.  Woodbury  was  transihitted  to  the  bank  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  statefl  that  "from  some  ex- 
pressions in  his  letter,  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  is  partly  found- 
ed on  a  supposed  application  of  the  influence  of  the  bank,  with 
a  view  to  political  effect" — in  consequence  of  which  he  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  present  it  to  the  hank,  "with  the  views  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  relation  to  it."  At  the  s^ie  time,  Mr.  Isaac 
Hill,  acting  as  the  comptroller  of  the  treasi^y  until  rejected  by 
the  senate,  and  now  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  sent  a  me- 
morial from  the  members  of  his  political  party  in  the  legislature 
of  New  Hampshire,  requesting  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mason.  In 
another  communication  presented  to  the  bank,  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  no  measure  short  of  Mr.  Mason's  removal  would 
tend  "to  reconcile  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  bank," 
and  that  "the  friends  of  general  Jackson,  in  New  Hampshire, 
have  had  but  too  much  reason  to  complain  of  the  management 
of  the  branch  at  Portsmouth."  Finally,  t\w  secretary  at  war 
ordered  the  transfer  of  the  pension  fund  from  the  branch  bank 
at  Portsmouth  to  another  bank  in  Concord,  an  act  so  obviously 
in  violation  of  the  laws,  that  it  was  first  resisted  by  the  bank, 
and  then  retracted  by  the  secretary. 

It  became  then  manifest  to  the  bank,  that  there  was  a  com- 
bined effort  to  render  the  institution  subservient  to  political  pur- 
poses; and  that  it  was  necessary  to  come  to  Fome  iminediate 
and  distinct  understanding  of  its  rights  and  duties.  This  was 
done  in  the  correspondence  of  the  president  of  the  bank  with 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  which  the  following  passages 
will  indicate  the  general  purport: 

"Presuming  that  we  have  rightly  apprehended  your  view?, 
and  fearful  that  the  silence  of  the  bank  might  be  hereafter  mis- 
construed into  an  acquiescence  in  ihem,  I  deem  it  mv  duly  to 
state  to  ycin  in  a  manner  perfectly  respectful  to  your  official  and 
personal  character,  yet  so  clear  as  to  leave  no  possibility  of 
niiscoMcrplion,  tli;U  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  boards  of  dirnctorK  of  the  branches  of  the 
bank  of  tlirt  Un'tcd  Sratcs,  aokiiowledge  not  (lie  sliglitost  re- 
ppoosibility  of  any  description  vviiatsocver  to  the  serrctnry  of 
the  treasury  loiiehiiig  the  poliiioal  conduct  of  their  officer5,  that 
iuing  a  siilijeet  on  which  they  never  consult,  and  never  desire- 
to  know  the  viriws  of  any  adniiiiistrnl  ion. " 

Aci>in:  "Aoooidint'ly  the  .let  of  consrcss  pimply  declares,  'tlsat 
for  the  mnnntrcitient  of  the  affairs  of  the  5aid  corporation,  there 
bhall  b(>  Iwcnty-five  directors.'     When  these  are  chosen,  the 
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whole  ndinJnistrutioii  of  the  bank  is  coiittiiitted  to  their  exclu- 
sive care.  Their  responsihiliiy  tor  tlie  inunn^enieiil  of  it  i^  to 
congress,  and  to  congress  alone:  but  no  executive  officer  of  the 
gnvernuient,  from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  down- 
wards, has  tlie  slightest  aulhoriry  to  interfere  in  it;  and  there 
can  be  no  more  warrant  for  suggesting  the  views  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  than  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  Slates." 

Finally:  "'For  the  bank,  which  has  specific  duties  to  perform, 
and  which  belongs  to  ihe  country  and  not  to  any  party,  there  is 
but  one  course  of  honor  or  of  safety.  Whenever  its  duties  come 
in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  party,  it  should  not  compromise 
"with  it,  nor  capitulate  to  it,  but  resist  it — resist  it  openly  and 
fearlessly.  In  this  its  interest  concurs  with  its  duty,  for  it  will 
be  found  at  last,  such  is  the  good  sense  of  the  country,  that  the 
best  mode  of  satisfying  all  parlies  is  to  disregard  Ihein  all." 

These  exiracts  reveal  the  whole  secret  of  the  hostility  to  the 
bank  of  those,  who,  finding  it  impossible  to  bend  it  to  their  pur- 
poses, have  resolved  to  break  it.  For  this  purpose,  all  the  poi- 
soned weapons  of  political  warfare,  have,  for  the  last  four  years, 
been  unsparingly  and  unceasingly  employed  against  the  institu- 
tion. Thus  far  their  efforts  have  failed — they  have  been  defeat- 
ed before  congress,  and  discountenanced  by  the  community. 
But  now  being  relieved  from  the  presence  of  congress,  and  the 
legal  guardian  of  the  public  revenue  being  removed,  they  have 
ventured  on  this  last  act  of  violence. 

To  justify  this  measure  is  the  purpose  of  the  paper  signed 
"Andrew  Jackson."  Of  tlie  paper  it^elt,  and  of  the  individual 
who  has  signed  it,  the  committee  find  it  difficult  to  speak  with 
the  plainness  by  which  alone  such  a  document,  from  such  a 
source  should  be  described,  without  wounding  their  own  self- 
respect,  ami  violating  the  consideration  which  all  American  ci- 
tizens must  feel  for  the  chief  magistracy  of  their  country.  Sub- 
duing, however,  their  feelings  and  their  language  down  to  that 
respectful  tone  which  is  due  to  the  office,  they  will  proceed  to 
examine  the  history  of  this  measure,  its  character  and  the  pre- 
texts offered  in  palliation  of  it.     Of  these  in  their  order. 

1st.  It  would  appear  from  its  contents  and  trom  other  sources 
of  information,  that  the  president  had  a  meeting  of  what  is  call- 
ed the  cabinet,  on  Wednesday,  the  18lh  September,  and  there 
read  this  paper.  Finding  tliat  it  made  no  impression  on  the  ma- 
jority of  persons  assembled,  the  subject  was  postponed,  and  in 
the  mean  time  this  document  was  put  into  the  newspapers.  It 
was  obviously  published  for  two  reasons.  The  first  was  to  in 
fluence  the  members  of  the  cabinet  by  bringing  to  bear  upon 
their  immediaie  decision  the  first  public  impression  excited  by 
misrepresentations,  which  the  objects  of  them  could  not  refute 
in  time — the  second  was,  by  the  same  excitement,  to  affect  the 
approaching  elections  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  New  Jer- 
sey. The  first  design  is  apparent  from  the  fate  which  has  be- 
fallen these  counsellors.  Whilst  something  was  hoped  from 
their  fears,  it  was  expedient  to  flatter  them,  keeping  in  reserve 
behind  these  blandishments,  the  power  to  punish  disobedience. 
*'By  the  terms  of  the  charter,"  the  president  says,  "the  public 
money  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  during  the  continuance  of 
its  charter,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  otherwise 
direct."  "Unless,  therefore,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  first 
acts,  congress  have  no  power  over  the  subject,  and  consequent- 
ly the  public  money  must  remain  in  that  institution  till  the  last 
hour  of  its  existence,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
remove  it  at  an  earlier  day;"  and  again,  "the  power  of  ihe  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  over  the  deposites  is  unqualified." 

Having  thus  argued  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  into  an  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  deposites,  the  president  proceeds  to  give 
his  reasons  why  the  secretary  should  remove  them,  concluding 
with  this  remark — "Far  be  it  from  him  to  expect  or  require  that 
any  member  of  the  cabinet  should  at  his  request,  order  or  dicta- 
tion, perform  any  act  which  he  believes  unlawful,  or  in  his  con- 
science condemns."  Yet  notwithstanding  these  expressions  of 
humility,  the  moment  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  dares  to  re- 
sist this  intrusion  into  his  department,  and  refuses  to  do  what 
"his  conscience  condemns,"  he  is  immediately  dismissed  from 
his  office,  and  deiiounced  in  the  official  gazette  as  a  "refractory 
subordinate."  The  same  official  announces  to  the  other  two 
oflrnding  ministers,  "that  however  he  may  regret  the  difference 
of  opinion,"  the  president  still  thinks  "that  the  measure  is  one 
upon  which  the  members  may  conscientiously  difTer  from  the 
president  and  from  each  other;"  that  is  to  say,  that  they  are  not 
yet  to  be  dismissed  for  expressinz  their  opinions,  the  president 
being  appeased  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  most  contumacious  of  the 
opposition. 

Its  purpose  to  influence  the  elections  is  attested  by  the  trium- 
phant exultation  of  the  offioial  gazette,  that — 

"We  have  received  intelligence  which  authorises  the  belief, 
that,  in  the  late  election  in  PeMusylvanfa,  the  legislature  of  that 
state  has  undergone  a  chanae  which  will  give  the  Jackson  party 
a  majority  of  two-thirds,  and  the  same  result  has  been  accom- 
plished in  Maryland.  We  learn  from  sources  to  be  relied  on, 
that  the  success  of  the  Jackson  ticket  in  some  of  the  anti- Jack- 
son counties  in  Maryland,  was  secured  by  the  late  expositions 
of  Ihe  corruptions  of  the  bank,  read  by  the  president  to  his  cabi- 
uet — and  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  had  its  effect  on  all  the  recent 
elections." 

9d.  The  indelicacy  of  the  form  of  those  proceedlnes  rnrres- 
poiids  well  with  the  substance  of  them,  which  is  equally  in  vio 
la^ion  of  the  riL'lits:  of  the  bank  and  the  Iaw5  of  the  country. 

Tiie  bank  of  thf  Uaited  States  wns  chatterfd  by  congress  for 
<eiU4ii  natio'.iui  purp<'>ses;  aiwl  as  it  was  thought  expedient  to 


obtain  the  skill  and  vigilance  of  private  interest  in  managing 
the  institution,  the  citizens  generally  were  invited  to  unite  their 
private  lortunes  with  the  public  capital.  They  did  ko,  and  the 
charter  of  the  bank  is  in  fact  an  act  of  partnership  between  the 
government  and  the  slf>ckholders,  specifving  the  rights  and  du- 
ties of  each  party.  In  the  charter  of  llie  first  bank  of  th«; 
United  States,  there  was  on  the  part  of  the  bank  no  payment  of 
a  bonus — no  obligation  to  transfer  the  public  funds — no  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  the  loan  office— while  on  the  part  of 
the  government  there  was  no  stipulation  to  give  the  use  of  the 
deposites.  This  defect  was  supplied  in  the  charter  ol  the  present 
bank  by  positive  agreement.  Thus  the  bank,  in  addition  to  itu 
arduous  duly  of  restoring  and  sustaining  the  general  currency, 
agreed  by  the  15lh  section,  "to  give  the  necessary  facilities  for 
transferring  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place  within  the 
United  States  or  the  terriiorics  thereof,  and  lor  distributing  the 
same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  willioul  charging  com- 
mission or  claiming  allowance  on  account  of  difierence  of  ex- 
change; and  shall  also  do  and  perform  the  several  and  respec- 
tive duties  of  the  coiiimis.-ioiiers  of  loans  for  the  several  states, 
or  of  any  one  or  more  ot  them,  whenever  required  by  law." 

And  again,  the  QUtli  section  declares — "That  in  consideration 
of  the  exclusive  privileges  <ind  benelils  ctjiileired  by  this  act 
upon  the  said  bank,  the  presidenl,  diieclors  and  company 
thereof,  shall  pay  to  the  United  Stales  out  ol  Ihecoiporate  luiidd 
thereof,  the  sum  of  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars" 

Such  was  the  consideration  to  be  given  by  the  bank.  The 
consideration  to  be  given  by  the  government,  was  "that  the  de- 
[losites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Stales  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be 
made  in  said  bank  or  branches  ihereot,  unless  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which  case  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congress, 
if  in  session,  and  if  iioi,  immediately  after  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  and  direction." 

This  contract  was  deemed  so  unfavorable  to  the  citizens  ge- 
nerally, that  on  the  opening  of  the  books,  the  subscription  was 
not  filled,  from  a  belief  that  the  investment  upon  such  terms 
could  not  be  advantageous — an  anticipation  too  vvell  realized 
by  the  fact  that  the  stockholders  have  never  yet  received  the 
legal  rate  of  interest  on  the  principal  subscribed.  But  the  only 
temptation  by  which  they  could  be  induced  to  unite  wiih  the 
government  was  that  while  on  the  one  hand  they  paid  in  ad 
vance  to  the  government  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and 
performed  certain  stipulated  duties,  they  should  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  deposite  of  public  funds  ubiil  they  were  wanted  in  the 
public  disbursements.  These  weiWlhe  two  essential  stipula- 
tions— nay,  they  were  in  fact  almost  the  only  ones. — This  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  of  finance  of  the  senate,  when  on 
a  proposition  to  make  the  bank  pay  for  the  use  of  the  deposites, 
they  reported  on  the  21st  of  April,  1828,  that  "the  16tli  section 
directs  that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  State3 
shall  be  made  in  the  bank  and  its  branches.  IVo  change  can  be 
made  therein  without  a  direct  violation  of  the  charter,  wliich 
the  faith  of  the  nation  is  bound  to  sustain.  No  view  of  that 
kind  could  be  contemplated  by  any  person,  and  none,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, has  been  contemplated" — and  they  further  declare  their 
opinion,  that  in  the  bonus  and  the  services  rendered  by  the 
bank,  "the  United  Slates  have  been  amply  paid  for  all  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  deposites  of  their  funds  in  the  bank 
and  its  branches." 

The  same  views  are  expressed  in  another  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  finance  of  the  senate  on  the  20lh  of  February,  1829. 
"The  committee  repeat  their  opinion  that  the  charter  gives  to  the 
bank  the  use  of  the  public  deposites  without  any  other  remune- 
ration than  such  as  are  distinctly  authorised  in  that  instrument, 
that  the  exaction  of  any  oiher  would,  in  theopinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, be  a  direct  violation  of  the  charter.  The  16tli  sectiai> 
says  distinctly,  that  'ihe  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches.'  This  is  positive  and  cannot  be  misunderstood.  The 
20th  section  says,  'that  in  consideration  of  the  exclusive  privi- 
leges and  benefits  conferied  by  this  act  upon  the  said  bank,  the 
president,  directors  and  company  thereof,  shall  pay  to  the 
United  States  $1,. 500,000.'  The  bank  was  to  pay  and  has  paid 
the  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  For  what?  For  the  exclu- 
sive privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  this  act.  What  are  the 
benefits.''  The  coniMiiitee  can  perceive  none  except  the  depo- 
sites for  which  tlie  bank  has  actually  paid  already." 

The  president  himself,  in  his  manifesto,  is  obliged  to  allow 
that  "the  charlei  to  the  bank  is  to  be  considered  as  a  contract 
on  the  part  of  the  government— it  is  not  now  in  the  power  of 
congress  to  disregard  its  stipulations — and  by  the  terms  of  that 
contract  the  public  money  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  during 
the  continuance  of  its  charter,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  otherwise  direct." 

It  is  then  admitted  on  all  hands  that  this  is  a  contract  by 
which  the  bank  was  to  pay  a  sum  of  money,  and  to  perform 
certain  services,  as  a  consideration  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ineiil  deposites,  which  the  government  stipulated  should  remain 
in  the  bank,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  a  particular  officer, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. — The  purpose;  of  uiving  this 
power  was  obviously  to  prevent  any  loss  of  the  revenue,  and  it 
was  designed  exclusively  to  enalile  the  secretary  to  protect  the 
interests  o^'  the  governiiieiit  it"  the  bank  bi  came  unsafe.  This 
was  the  opinion  of  the  ?f'cretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Crawford, 
who,  in  one  of  his  vciy  first  communications  to  the  bank,  in 
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March  IT,  ISl?,  declared,  '-tliat,  by  the  charter,  the  public  mo- 
ney deposited  in  places  where  the  linnk  of  the  United  States, 
or  its  branches,  are  established,  must  be  deposited  in  them,  ew- 
cejit  when  there  are  uroent  reasons  to  the  contrary  "  Tins  was 
also  the  opitiiou  pronounced  by  the  corniuittee  of  finance  of 
the  senate,  in  their  report  of  the  20th  of  February,  1829.  After 
citing  the  i6th  section,  they  say: — 

"The  comaiiitee  see,  in  the  power  given  to  the  secretary,  a 
discreet  precaution,  and  the  words  they  believe  convey  only 
the  idea,  that  if,  at  any  time,  the  secretary  shall  be  of  opinions 
that  there  will  be  a  danger  of  loss  to  the  United  States,  by  its 
money  remaining  in  the  vaults  of  tlie  hank,  he  may  remove  it 
lor  safety,  and  report  his  reasons  to  congress.  No  other  con- 
struction can  in  liie  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  given  to  that 
part  of  the  I61I1  section." 

This  too  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  president  himself 
ill  his  message  to  congress  on  the  4th  of  December,  1832,  in 
which  he  recommends  an  inquiry  in  order  to  allay,  "the  appre- 
hension that  it  is  no  longer  a  safe  depository  of  the  money  of 
the  people;"  and  in  the  same  message  he  adds: 

"Such  measures  as  are  within  the  reach  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  have  been  taken  to  enable  him  to  judge  whether 
the  public  deposites  in  that  institution  may  be  regarded  as  en- 
tirely safe;  but  as  his  limited  power  may  prove  inadequate  to 
this  object,  I  recommended  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  con- 
gress, under  the  firm  belief  that  it  is  worthy  of  serious  investi- 
gation." 

And  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  report  to  the  same 
congress,  in  1832,  mentions  certain  things  which  "have  sug- 
gested an  inquiry  into  the  security  of  the  bank  as  the  depository 
of  the  public  funds." 

The  subject  of  the  safety  of  the  deposites  was  thus  an  object 
of  inquiry  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  by  congress — 
and  what  was  the  result?  The  agent  of  the  treasury,  after  a 
full  investigation,  reported  as  follows: 

"Thus  far  I  consider  my  report  as  complying  with  that  part 
of  your  letter  directing  the  investigation  'so  as  to  ascertain  the 
sec«nity  of  the  public  money,  and  the  solvency  of  the  bank,' 
neither  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  admit  of  a  doubt." 

The.  house  of  representatives,  after  an  investigation  by  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  resolved  by  a  vote  of  more  than 
two-thirds, 

"That  tiie  government  deposites  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  be  safely  continued  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States." 

From  these  it  is  apparent  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  committee  of 
finance,  the  question  of  reuipving  the  deposites  was  a  question 
merely  of  their  safety:        *^ 

That  the  government,  through  its  proper  channels,  inquired 
into  their  safety: 

And  that  through  all  these  channels  their  safety  was  made 
manifest,  and  so  declared  by  the  highest  authority. 

But  supposing  this  to  be  less  evident  than  it  is — supposing 
that  causes  other  than  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  would  jus- 
tify their  removal  from  the  bank  after  it  has  paid  a  full  equiva- 
lent for  them,  still  one  thing  is  manifest: 

That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  alone,  has  the  power  to  remove  them — that  ofiicer  be- 
ing especially  designated  to  perform  that  specific  duty — and  the 
president  of  the  United  States  being,  by  the  clearest  implica- 
tion, forbidden  to  interfere. 

The  whole  structure  of  the  treasury  shows,  that  the  design  of 
congress  was  to  make  the  secretary  as  independent  as  possible 
of  the  president.  The  other  secretaries  are  merely  executive 
officers;  but  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  guardian  of  the 
public  revenue  comes  into  more  immediate  sympathy  with  the 
representatives  of  the  people  who  pay  that  revenue;  and  al- 
though according  to  the  general  scheme  of  appointment  he  is 
nominated  by  the  president  to  the  senate,  yet  he  is  in  fact  the 
officer  of  congress,  not  the  officer  of  the  president.     Thus: 

By  the  act  of  congress,  of  1789,  it  was  provided,  that 

"There  shall  be  an  executive  department,  to  be  denominated 
the  department  of  war;  and  there  shall  be  a  principal  officer 
therein  to  be  called  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  war, 
wlio  shall  perform  and  execute  such  duties  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  enjoined  on,  or  entrusted  to  him  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States." 

By  the  same  act  it  was  provided,  that 

"There  shall  be  an  executive  department,  to  be  denominated 
the  department  of  foreign  afl^airs,  [afterwards  changed  by  the 
act  of  September  1.5,  1789,  to  the  department  of  state]  with  the 
same  provision  as  to  the  principal  ofiicer." 

By  the  act  of  30th  April,  1789,  it  was  declared,  that 

"There  shall  be  an  executive  department,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  the  department  of  the  navy,  the  chief  ofiicer  of  which 
shall  be  called  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  execute  such  orders  as  he  shall  receive  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States." 

The  bill  introduced  into  the  congress  of  1789,  provided  for 
the  establishment  of  the  three  departments — those  of  war,  state 
and  treasury — under  the  name  of  executive  departments.  But 
congress  made  a  distinction  between  them.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
1789,  as  the  journals  of  congress  show:  "an  engrossed  bill  'for 
establishing  an  exectitive  department,  to  be  denominated  the 
treasury  department,'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

''Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  the  title  be  an  act 
to  establish  the  treasury  department." 


The  same  distinction  pervades  the  whole  organization  of  the 
several  departments.  The  secretary  of  the  navy,  of  state,  and 
of  Vv'ar,  are  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  presidi-nt— but  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  is  not  enjoined  to  execute  the  orders  of 
tile  president.  Not  a  single  word  is  there  of  performing  the  or- 
ders of  the  president.  On  the  contrary,  the  act  of  congress  de- 
clares, that  it  shall  be  his  duty  "to  make  report  and  give  infor- 
mation to  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  in  person  or  in  writ- 
ing, (as  he  may  be  reqirired)  respecting  all  matters  referred  to 
him  by  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives,  or  which  shall 
appertain  to  his  office."  And  the  act  of  May  10th,  1800,  directs 
hifn  to  make  his  annual  report,  not  to  the  president,  but  to  con- 
gress. 

This  independence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury — if  it  be 
true  in  general — is  more  especially  true  in  regard  to  the  bank. 
It  was  in  fact  the  leading  principle  in  organizing  the  bank,  that 
the  president  should  be  excluded  from  all  control  of  it.  The 
question  which  most  divided  the  house  of  representatives  was 
whether  there  should  be  any  government  directors  at  all — and 
although  this  was  finally  adopted,  yet  its  tendency  to  create  an 
executive  influence  over  the  bank  was  qualified  by  two  restric- 
tions— first,  that  no  more  than  three  directors  should  be  ap- 
pointed from  any  one  state — and  second,  that  the  president  of 
the  bank  should  not  be,  as  was  originally  designed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  chosen  frotn  among  the  government  direc- 
tors. Accordingly  by  the  charter  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
is  every  thing— the  president  comparatively  nothing.  The  se- 
cretary has  the  exclusive  supervision  of  all  the  relations  of  the 
bank  with  the  government,  thus: 

By  the  15th  article  of  the  11th  section,  the  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  treasury  department  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  fur- 
nished from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  ex- 
ceedinij  once  a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  capital, 
stock,  &c.  &c. 

By  the  15th  section,  "wherever  required  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall  give  the  necessary  faci- 
lities for  transferring  the  public  funds,  &c.  &c. 

By  the  16th  section,  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  and  its  branches,  "unless  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  at  any  lime  otherwise  order  and 
direct." 

All  these  the  secretary  may  do — but  from  the  beginning  of  the 
charter  to  the  end  of  it,  there  is  not  one  single  power  over  the 
administration  of  the  bank  assigned  to  the  president,  except  in 
the  last  section,  where  if  is  declared  that,  "whenever  any  com- 
mittee of  congress  shall  find  and  report,  or  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  charier  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  congress  to  direct,  or  the  pre- 
sident to  order,  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  calling  upon  the  corporation  to 
show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  not  be 
declared  forfeited."  The  whole  function  then  delegated  to  the 
president  is  a  power,  concurrently  with  a  committee  of  con- 
gress, to  issue  a  scire  facias  by  which  the  court  is  to  try  whe- 
ther his  belief  that  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter  is  well 
founded.  Yet  this  slender  authority  is  made  the  pretext  for 
usurping  the  whole  power  of  the  secretary,  and  for  doing  that 
which  the  secretary  alone  was  authorized  to  do,  and  which  he 
the  president  was  not  merely  not  authorized  to  do,  but  substan- 
tially prohibited  from  doing. 

For  it  is  manifest  that  this  removal  of  Ihefedeposites  is  not 
made  by  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  is  a  per- 
version of  language  so  to  describe  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  re- 
verse is  openly  avowed.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  refused 
to  remove  them,  believing,  as  his  published  leii(;r  declares,  that 
the  removal  was  "unnecessary,  unwise,  vindictive,  arbitrary 
and  unjust."  He  was  then  dismissed  because  he  would  not  re- 
move them,  and  another  was  appointed  because  he  would  re- 
move them.  Now  this  is  a  palpable  violation  of  the  charter. 
The  bank  and  congress  agree  upon  certain  terms,  which  no  one 
can  change  but  a  particular  officer;  who,  although  necessarily 
nominated  to  the  senate  by  the  president,  was  designated  by  the 
bank  and  by  congress  as  the  umpire  between  them.  Both  con- 
gress and  the  bank  have  a  right  to  the  free  and  honest  and  im- 
partial judgment  of  that  officer,  whoever  he  may  be — the  bank, 
because  the  removal  may  injure  its  interests — ihe  congress,  be- 
cause the  removal  may  greatly  incommode  and  distress  their 
constituents.  In  this  case,  they  are  deprived  of  it  by  the  un- 
lawful interference  of  the  president,  who  "assumes  the  respon- 
sibility," which,  being  interpreted,  means,  usurps  the  power  of 
the  secretary.  To  make  this  usurpation  more  evident,  his  own 
language  contradicts  the  very  power  which  he  as.-erts: 

"The  power  of  the  secretary,  says  he,  over  the  depo.^ites,  is 
unqualified." 

"The  president  cannot  refrain  from  pressing  upon  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  his  view  of  the  considerations  which  impel 
to  immediate  action." 

And  yet  these  phrases  have  scarcely  escaped  him,  when  he 
ends  by  declaring  that  he  "begs  his  cabinet  to  consider  the  pro- 
posed measure  as  his  own."  "Its  responsibility  is  assumed," 
&c.  &c. 

Finally,  it  was  announced  in  the  official  gazette,  that  "we 
know  the  fact,  that  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  every  personal  friend 
of  the  president,  had  united  in  recommending  that  the  deposites 
should  not  be  removed,  the  president  would  have  taken  mea- 
sures to  remove  them  notwithstanding." 

The  bank,  then,  has  a  right  to  complain: 
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Ist.  That  after  paying  amply  for  the  use  of  the  deposites,  they 
have  been  suddenly  drawn  from  it. 

2d.  Thai  this  has  heeti  done  without  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  their  insecurity,  the  only  ground  on  which  the  removal  could 
be  justifiable— and, 

3d.  That  it  has  been  done,  not  by  the  officer  to  whose  judg- 
ment it  had  agreed  to  submit,  but  by  anotlior  officer  wlio  had 
not  the  slightest  right  to  interfere. 

But  the  wrong  done  to  the  p«cuniary  interests  of  the  bank, 
sinks  iTito  entire  insignificance  when  compared  with  the  d(;epi;r 
injury  iriflicted  on  the  country  by  this  usurpation  of  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  government. 

By  the  act  of  congress  chartering  the  bank,  certain  specified 
powers  in  regard  to  it  are  delegated  to  particular  olficers. 

By  the  16th  section,  and  by  the  15th  rule  of  the  11th  section, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  a  constant  supervision  of  its 
affairs,  and  the  power  of  placing  the  public  revenue  elsewhere, 
subject  to  an  initnediate  and  direct  respiinsibility  to  congress. 

By  the  22d  section,  congress  itself  has  the  power  of  investi- 
gation, to  ascertain  if  there  be  sufficient  ground  to  justify  an 
appeal  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  try  if  it  has  violat- 
ed its  charter. 

Finally,  by  the  same  section,  whenever  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  "reason  to  believe  that  the  charter  has 
been  violated,"  he  "may  order  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  calling  on  the 
said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited. 

This  is  the  whole  power  of  the  president  in  relation  to  the 
bank.  He  may,  if  he  thinks  that  the  charter  has  been  violated, 
bring  the  bank  before  the  court  for  trial.  Now,  in  this  manifes- 
to, he  distinctly  declares  that  the  bank  has  acted  "in  direct  vio- 
lation of  one  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  charter." 
If  so,  it  was  his  duty  to  issue  the  scire  facias — to  appeal  to  the 
courts  and  juries.  That  was  the  only  legitimate  action  which 
belonged  to  him.  But  a  judicial  investigation  of  his  charges  is 
precisely  what  he  dreaded.  The  more  summary  and  illegal  in- 
vasion of  the  powers  of  others,  seems  to  have  more  attraction 
than  the  legitimate  exercise  of  his  own.  And,  making  himself 
accuser  and  judge — disregarding  the  vote  of  congress,  tlie  au- 
thority of  the  courts  and  juries,  and  the  exclusive  power  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  he  substitutes  at  once  his  own  arbi- 
trary will.  Certainly  since  the  foundation  of  this  government, 
nothing  has  ever  been  done  which  more  deeply  wounds  the 
spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  It,  in  fact,  resolves  itself  into 
this — that  whenever  the  laws  prescribe  certain  duties  to  an 
officer,  if  that  officer,  acting  under  the  sanctions  of  his  official 
oath  and  his  private  character,  refuses  to  violate  that  law,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  may  dismiss  him  and  appoint 
another;  and  if  he  too  should  prove  to  be  a  "refractory  subor- 
dinate," to  continue  his  removals  until  he  at  last  discovers  in 
the  descending  scale  of  degradation  some  irresponsible  indivi- 
dual fit  to  be  the  tool  of  his  designs.  Unhappily,  there  are 
never  wanting  men  who  will  think  as  their  superiors  wish  them 
to  think — men  vi^ho  regard  more  the  compensation  than  the  du- 
ties of  their  office — men  to  whom  daily  bread  is  sufficient  con- 
solation for  daily  shame. 

The  present  state  of  this  question  is  a  fearful  illustration  of 
the  danger  of  it.  At  this  moment  the  whole  revenue  of  this 
country  is  at  the  disposal — the  absolute,  uncontroled  disposal 
— of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The  laws  declare  that 
the  public  funds  shall  be  placed  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  forbids  it.  The  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  will  not  forbid  it.  The  president  dis- 
misses him,  and  appoints  somebody  who  will.  So  the  laws  de- 
clare that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  except 
on  warrants  for  appropriations  made  by  law.  If  the  treasurer 
refuses  to  draw  his  warrant  for  any  disbursement,  the  president 
may  dismiss  him  and  appoint  some  more  flexible  agent,  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  gratify  his  patron.  The  text  is  in  the  offi- 
cial gazette,  announcing  the  fate  of  the  dismissed  secretary  to 
all  who  follow  him.  "The  agent  can  not  conscie7ifioitsZj/ perform 
the  service,  and  refuses  to  co-operate,  and  desires  to  remain  to 
thwart  the  president's  measures.  To  put  an  end  to  this  diffi- 
culty between  the  head  and  the  hands  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment, the  constitution  arms  the  chief  magistrate  with  authority 
to  remove  the  refractory  subordinate."  The  theory  thus  avow- 
ed, and  the  recent  practice  under  it,  convert  the  whole  free  in- 
stitutions of  this  country  into  the  mere  absolute  will  of  a  single 
individual.  They  break  down  all  the  restraints  which  the 
framers  of  the  government  hoped  they  had  imposed  on  arbitrary 
power,  and  place  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States  in  the 
hands  of  the  president. 

The  power,  too,  is  asserted  in  a  tone  filter  for  the  east,  than 
for  any  country  claiming  to  be  governed  by  laws.  The  presi- 
dent declares  that,  "in  his  opinion,  the  near  approach  of  the 
termination  of  the  charter,  and  the  public  considerations  here- 
tofore mentioned,  are  of  themselves  amply  sufficient  to  justify 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  without  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  the  bank,  or  their  safety  in  its  keeping." 

The  only  "public  considerations  heretofore  mentioned,"  are 
his  own  re-election,  and  his  belief  that  the  charter  would  not 
be  renewed.  So  that  the  president  here  avows  that,  although 
the  last  congress  passed  a  bill  rechartering  this  very  bank — 
although  the  same  congress,  a  few  months  ago,  at  his  own  invi- 
tation, declared  that  the  public  depositips  might  be  safely  conti- 
nued in  this  bank — although  a  new  congress,  many  of  whose 
members  are  chosen  by  the  people  since  his  own  election,  is 


about  to  meet  in  ninety  days,  and  will  continue  in  existence  for 
two  years— although  at  the  c  iid  of  those  two  years  a  new  con- 
gress fresh  IVom  the  people;,  will  meet  before  the  charter  ex- 
pires—yet  notwithstanding  all  this,  he,  the  president,  declares 
on  his  own  responsildlily  that  the  de|)osites  shall  he  removed; 
no  matter  whether  the  conduct  of  the  bank  has  been  gO(»d  or 
bad,  and  no  matter  whether  the  deposites  are  safe  or  unsafe; 
and  accordingly,  he  dismisses  the  officer  who  rtsfuses  to  move 
them,  and  appoints  an(jther  who  will  r(;move  them. 

At  this  moment  the  process  of  evading  the  law  is  in  full  prac- 
tice. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  (sec.  9),  '-'no  money 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  an  ap- 
propriation made  by  law." 

By  the  act  of  Sept.  1,  1789,  establishing  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  authorised  to  "grant  all 
warrants  for  moneys  to  be  issued  from  the  treasury  in  pursuance 
of  appropriations  by  law;"  and  the  same  act  further  declares, 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  to  disburse  the  same,  upon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  countersigned 
by  the  comptroller,  recorded  by  the  register,  and  not  other- 
wise." 

But  there  has  been  a  usage  of  transferring  funds  from  one 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  another,  or  one  state 
bank  to  another,  when  the  public  service  required  disburse- 
ments at  remote  places.  This  transfer  draft,  intended  to  re- 
quire an  actual  transfer,  has  been  converted  into  a  mere  check 
— a  warrant  in  fact,  though  not  in  form — and  has  been  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  taking  the  funds  out  of  the  place  to  which 
they  are  assigned  by  law,  and  transferring  them  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  As  it  was  never  presumed  thalbueh  a  power 
would  be  thus  abused,  the  transfer  draft  has  fewer  checks  than 
the  warrant  for  disbursement,  ihe  signature  of  the  comptroller, 
who  is  the  law  officer  of  the  treasury  not  being  u.^ual;  and  ac- 
cordingly by  a  strange  anomaly,  although  the  treasurer's  war- 
rant to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  to  an  honest  creditor  of  the 
government  must  go  through  a  great  variety  of  forms,  the  trans- 
fer draft  for  a  million  has  fewer  formalities.  By  means  of  these 
transfer  drafts,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  correspondence, 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  placed  in  state  banks  in  the  same  city,  with- 
out the  slightest  reference  to  the  public  disbursements — and  no 
less  than  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  revenue  have  been  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  officers 
of  the  stale  banks  by  transfer  drafts  privately  issued,  and  with- 
out the  notice  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  the  trea- 
sury had  promised  to  give,  and  had  hitherto  always  given  of 
similar  demands  on  the  bank. 

The  committee  willingly  leave  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  assertion  of  their  own  constitutional  power,  and  the 
vindication  of  the  principles  of  our  government,  against  the 
most  violent  assault  they  have  ever  yet  encountered;  and  will 
now  confine  themselves  to  the  more  limited  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  reasons  assigned  for  this  measure  are  as  unfounded  as 
the  object  itself  is  illegal. 

The  main  purpose  in  fact  of  this  manifesto,  appears  to  be,  to 
prove  that  the  bank  was  unfriendly  to  his  own  election,  and  he 
endeavors  to  trace  this  opposition  to  him  and  his  measures. 

1st.  In  the  application  to  congress  for  a  renewal  of  the 
charter. 

2d.  In  the  extension  of  the  loans  of  the  bank  in  1831  and 
1832. 

3d.  In  the  claim  for  damages  on  (he  French  bill. 

4lh.  In  the  circulation  of  documents  vindicating  the  bank 
from  the  imputations  which  had  been  cast  upon  it. 

All  these  assertions  it  is  proposed  briefly  to  disprove. 

1st.  He  first  complains  that  the  bank  applied  to  congress  for 
a  decision  in  regard  to  its  charter.  He  says  "that  there  are  strong 
reasons  for  believing  that  the  motive  of  the  bank  for  asking  for 
a  recharter  at  that  session,  was  to  make  it  a  leading  question  in 
the  election  of  a  president  of  the  United  States  the  ensuing  No- 
vember, and  all  steps  were  deemed  necessary  to  procure  from 
the  people  a  reversal  of  the  president's  decision;"  and  again — 
"the  object  avowed  by  many  of  the  advocates  of  the  bank  was 
to  ptit  the  president  to  the  test;"  and  moreover,  "it  was  to  com- 
pel the  president  to  take  his  stand  that  the  question  was  brought 
forward  at  that  particular  time."  Now  the  fact  is,  that  so  far 
from  prematurely  hastening  a  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
it  was  he  himself  who  brought  this  very  question  before  con- 
gress, and  rendered  its  discussion  inevitable.     Thus, 

In  his  message  of  December  8,  1829,  he  said 

"The  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  expires  in 
1836,  and  its  stockholders  will  most  probably  apply  for  a  re- 
newal of  their  privileges.  In  order  to  avoid  the  evils  resulting 
from  precipitancy  in  a  measure  involving  such  important  prin- 
ciples and  such  deep  pecuniary  interests,  I  feel  that  I  cannot, 
in  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  legislature  and  the  people." 

In  his  message  of  December  11th,  1830,  he  says 

"The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  inquiry 
whether  it  be  proper  to  recharter  the  bank  of  theUnited  States, 
requires  that  I  should  again  call  the  attention  of  congress  to 
the  subject." 

In  his  message  of  December  6.  1831,  he  says 

"Entertaining  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  in  relation 
!  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  at  present  organized,  I  felt 
I  it  my  duty,  in  my  former  messages  frankly  to  disclose  them,  in 
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order  that  the  attention  of  the  legislature  and  the  people,  should 
be  seasonably  directed  to  that  important  subject,  and  that  it 
might  be  considered  and  finally  disposed  of  in  a  manner  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  the  constitution,  and  subserve 
tlje  public  interests.  Having  thus  conscientiously  discharged  a 
constitutional  duty,  I  deem  it  proper,  on  this  occasion,  without 
a  more  particular  reference  to  the  views  of  the  subject  then  ex- 
pressed, to  leave  it  at  present  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlight- 
ened people  and  their  representatives." 

It  was  under  these  distinct  and  repeated  invitations  by  the 
president  himself,  that  the  bank  felt  itself  obliged  not  to  decline 
his  call  upon  congress,  and  accordingly  the  subject  was  brought 
before  that  body. 

Both  houses  of  congress  passed  the  bill  renewing  the  char- 
ter. This  result  was  unexpected  to  him,  and  although  he  had 
declared  in  the  message  just  quoted,  that  he  meant  to  "leave  it 
at  present  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened  people  and 
their  representatives" — yet  the  moment  the  enlightened  people 
nnd  their  representatives  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  he  treat- 
ed them  just  as  he  has  recently  done  the  conscience  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  He  refused  his  signature  to  the  bill  on 
the  14th  of  July,  1832,  declaring  that  "had  the  executive  been 
called  upon  to  furnish  the  project  of  such  an  institution,  the 
duty  would  have  been  cheetfully  performed."  As  however  no 
such  call  was  made,  he  concluded  that  "as  the  charter  had  yet 
four  years  to  run,  and  as  a  renewal  now  was  not  necessary  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  its  business^  it  was  to  have  been 
expected,"  &c. 

Here  then  is  the  president  who  begins  in  1829,  when  the 
bank  had  nearly  seven  years  to  run,  by  telling  congress  that  to 
avoid  precipitancy  he  could  not  too  soon  present  the  subject  of 
the  recharter  to  their  consideration.  The  next  year,  when  the 
bank  had  nearly  six  years  to  run,  he  repeated  to  congress  that 
the  importance  of  the  subject  of  the  re-charter  required  that  he 
should  again  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  it.  The  next  year, 
when  the  bank  had  five  years  to  run,  he  reiterated  to  congress 
that  he  thought  the  attention  of  congress,  should  be  seasonably 
directed  to  this  important  subject — and  then  when  congress  at 
his  request  proceeded  to  consider  it  and  renewed  the  charter, 
he  sent  it  back  with  a  declaration,  that  as  the  charter  had  yet 
four  years  to  run,  there  was  no  necessity  for  being  in  haste 
about  it. 

And  now  in  the  face  of  all  these  testimonials  of  his  urging 
congress,  year  after  year,  to  decide  the  question,  as  they  decid- 
ed against  him,  he  asserts  that  the  bank  must  have  brought  it 
before  congress  to  defeat  his  election. 

His  second  proof  is  scarcely  less  extraordinary.  He  says  that 
in  order  to  carry  the  eleclipn  against  him,  "although  the  charter 
was  approaching  its  termination,  and  the  bank  was  aware  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to  use  the  public  depo- 
site  as  fast  as  it  accrued  in  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  yet 
did  it  extend  its  loans  from  January  1831,  to  May  1832,  from 
^42,402,304  24  to  $70,428,070  72,  being  an  increase  of 
^28,025,766  48  in  sixteen  months.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  the  leading  object  of  this  immense  extension  of  its  loans 
was  to  bring  as  large  a  portion  of  the  people  as  possible  under 
its  power  and  influence." 

The  errors  are  as  follows: — 

1st.  That  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  loans  is 
misstated— and  that  the  motives  of  them  are  wholly  perverted. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  loans  at  the  period  mentioned  stood 
thus: — 

January,  1831.  May,  1832. 

Loans  to  individuals  j^33,575,403  43         $47,375,078  20 

Loan  to  government  8,674,681  06 

Domestic  bills  10,455,653  90  23,0,52,972  52 


$52,706,738  39 


$70,428,050  72 
52,706,738  39 


$17,721,312  33 


Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  Cr.  2,387,133  10         Dr.      1,878,122  29 
From  this  it  is  manifest  that  between  those  two  periods  the 
bank  had  received  from  government  the  reimbursement  of 

$8,674,681  05 
It  had  drawn  for  its  foreign  funds     $2,387,331  19 
And  drawn  on  its  foreign  corres- 
pondents f<»r  an  additional  sum  of     1,878,122  20 
Making  a  total  of  4,235,453  48 


Thus  furMishine  additional  means  of  discounting 

to  the  amount  of  $12,940,134  54 

Yet  its  actual  loans — its  actual  discounts,  were 

increased  only  5,124,893  71 

The  domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased  for  the  transferring 
of  the  funds  of  the  government  or  of  individuals,  made  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  business,  dependent  on  the  demand  for 
the  interior  conimerce  of  the  country.  But  taking  the  increase 
of  those  bills  into  consideralion,it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase 
of  loans  is  $5,124,893  71 

And  the  increase  of  bills  of  exchange  12,596,318  62 


ment  of  its  loan  to  government,  amounting  to  more  than  eight 
millions;  and  having  called  in  its  funds  in  Europe,  and  employ* 
ed  its  credit  there  to  the  amount  of  four  millions,  possessing 
thus  additional  means  of  loaning,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  thir- 
teen millions,  actually  increased  its  loans  to  the  amount  of  se- 
venteen millions,  making  in  fact  a  mere  increase  of  its  invest- 
ments not  equal  to  five  millions,  of  which  increase  the  new 
branch  bank  of  Natchez,  established  within  that  period,  alone 
contributed  nearly  three  millions. 

There  are  several  circumstances  which  make  this  misstate- 
ment peculiarly  improper.  He  reproaches  the  bank  with  this 
increase,  although  "the  bank  was  aware  of  the  intention  of  the 
government  to  use  the  public  deposite  as  fast  as  it  accrued,  in 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt."  Now  the  fact  is,  that  this 
public  deposite  was  used  as  we  have  just  seen,  in  paying  off  the 
public  debt  owned  by  the  bank  itself — so  that  instead  of  increasing 
its  loans  Im  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  to  others,  this  very  public  debt  was  actually  paid  to 
the  bank  itself,  and  furnished  the  very  means  of  increasing  the 
loans. 

What  makes  it  still  worse  is,  that  this  very  public  debt  was  in 
fact  paid  to  the  bank  on  the  solicitation  of  the  treasury  itself,  be- 
fore the  bank  was  bound  to  receive  it.  On  the  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tenjber,  1831,  the  secretary  wrote  to  the  president  of  the  bank — 

"The  offer  made  by  you  this  day,  on  behalf  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  immediate  reimbursement  at  par  of  the 
following  stocks  received  by  that  institution,  is  accepted,  viz: 
91,188  92  of  4i  per  cents,  of  26th  May,  1824. 
3,260,475  99  of  4^  per  cents,  of  24th  May,  1824. 

$3,351,664  91 


MakiHg  a  total  increase  of  $17,721,212  33 

instead  of  28  million.'St  a<»  as.certed  by  the  signer  of  the  paper. 
That  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1831,  there  being  a  most  active  foreign 
and  interior  trade,  requiring  unusual  facilities  for  its  operation?, 
the  bank  having  received  from  the  government  llic  reimburse- 


"The  department  fully  appreciates  the  disposition  which  the 
board  of  directors  have  manifested  by  this  arrangement,  to  co-ope- 
rate in  the  accomplishment  of  its  desire  for  the  discharge  of  the 
public  debt  as  early  as  the  means  of  the  treasury  will  permit." 

It  has  been  thus  seen,  first,  that  the  actual  amount  of  increas- 
ed investment  was  less  by  ten  millions  than  is  here  asserted — 
second,  that  the  public  debt,  which  the  bank  is  charged  with 
not  preparing  to  pay,  was  actually  paid  to  the  bank  itself,  and 
not  merely  paid  to  the  bank,  but  paid  before  it  was  due,  in  or- 
der to  accommodate  the  government.  In  regard  to  this  in- 
crease, too,  the  points  of  comparison  are  wholly  fallacious. 
From  the  nature  of  the  business  of  the  country,  the  loans  are 
necessarily  larger  in  May  than  January,  because  the  southern 
crop,  with  all  its  business,  enlarges  the  spring  operations  of  the 
bank — and  no  more  just  result  can  be  had  by  comparing  May 
and  January,  than  by  comparing  the  thermometers  of  the  two 
seasons.  The  true  comparisons  must  be  between  January  and 
January,  or  between  May  and  May.  Now  the  fact  is,  that  the 
increase  from  May  to  May,  of  the  successive  3'ears,  is  compa- 
ratively small.  The  loans  at  these  successive  periods  were  as 
follows: 

To  individuals.     To  government.  Total. 

May,  1827,         33,118,707  46        17,764,359  05        50,883,066  51 

"      1828,  37,353,717  92         17,474,111  43        54,827,829  35 

"      1829,         42,894,587  90        15.007,472  13        57,902,060  03 

"     1830,         43,206,694  12        10,892,.530  90        54,099.225  02 

"     1831,         53,582,057  75  5,674,681  06        59,256,748  81 

"     1832,         70,428,070  72  paid  off.  70,428,070  72 

"      1833,  64,519,900  73  "  64,519,900  73 

Nov.  1833,         57,210,604  38  "  57,210,604  38 

From  which  it  appears  that  this  enlargement  was  gradual — that 

it  occurred  when  the  wants  of  the  country  required  the  aid  of 

this  expansive  power,  so  valuable  in   the  institution,  and  that 

the  increase  has  subsided  when  no  long«r  required. 

Supposing  all  this,  however,  to  have  been  exactly  as  it  ha« 
been  stated,  that  is,  supposing  this  increase  of  loans  to  have 
been  twenty-eight  millions,  what  does  it  prove?  Why,  that  the 
bank  enlarged  its  business  to  meet  the  commercial  wants  of  the 
country,  and  when  those  wants  were  supplied,  the  business  of 
the  bank  of  course  subsided.  But  the  president  can  ascribe  this 
increase  to  no  other  cause  than  his  own  election.  According- 
ly, he  says  that  the  bank,  in  January  1831,  began  to  prepare  for 
his  election,  which  was  to  take  place  nearly  two  years  after- 
wards, by  lending  twenty-eight  millions.  It  is  somewhat  hos- 
tile to  this  theory,  that  this  whole  increase  had  reached  its 
height  in  May,  1832.  Now  in  December,  1831,  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  with  the  full  approbation  of  the  president,  had 
spoken  in  tlie  most  favorable  terms  of  the  bank,  and  he  did  not 
sign  his  veto  message  ajrainst  it  until  July,  18132,  up  to  which 
period,  it  was  doubtful  whether  he  would  veto  it,  and  of  course 
it  was  unknown  whether  the  hank  would  have  the  least  reason 
to  be  opposed  to  his  election — and  these  whole  28  iiiillions 
might  have  been  uselessly  lavished:  so  that  the  hank  increased 
its  loans  while  it  had  no  interest  in  his  election,  and  did  not  in- 
crease them  when  he  supposes  it  had.  Truly  this  mode  of 
"bringing  as  large  a  portion  of  the  people  under  its  power  and 
influence,"  seems  singularly  ill  timed. 

3(1.  In  recurrence  to  his)  own  election,  he  next  proceeds  to 
declare  that  "whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  others,  the  pre- 
sident considers  his  re-election  as  a  decision  of  the  people 
against  the  bank."  Now  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  beliivr! 
this,  Fince  it  is  notorious  that  many  of  the  most  decided  friends 
of  th(^  hank  w(>re  his  zealous  ^nppottt^rs.  Thus  Pennsylvania 
was  tlie  most  elhcent  of  them  all;  yet  that  sante  Pennsylvania, 
with  extraordinary  unniiimity,  in  February,  1831,  parsed  the 
following  resolution: 
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"That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  authorises,  and 
near  half  a  century's  experience  sanctions,  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  as  necessary  and  proper  to  regulate  the  value  of  money, 
and  prevent  paper  currency  of  unequal  and  depreciated  value." 
And  again,  with  equal  unanimity  in  February,  1832,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"That  the  senators  from  this  stale  in  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  requested  to  use 
their  exertions  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
with  such  alterations,  (if  any  be  necessaay),  as  may  secure  the 
rights  of  the  states." 

Such  a  belief,  moreover,  is  opposed  by  his  own  declaration  in 
the  veto  messsage,  that  "a  new  congress  elected  in  the  midst 
of  such  discussion,  and  furnishing  an  equal  representation  of 
the  people  according  to  the  last  census,  will  bear  to  the  capitol 
the  verdict  of  public  opinion,  and,  1  doubt  not,  bring  this  ques- 
tion to  a  satisfactory  result." 

Now,  that  congress  to  which  he  referred  the  decision  of  the 
question,  had  not  yet  assembled.  In  some  parls  of  the  country 
llie  members  had  not  been  even  elected  at  the  time  of  signing 
this  manifesto;  and  yet  he  now  asserts,  that  he  "considers  it  as 
conclusively  settled  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United 
States  will  not  be  renewed,  and  he  has  no  reasonable  ground  to 
believe  that  any  substitute  will  be  established.  Being  bound  to 
regulate  his  course  by  the  laws  as  they  exist,  and  not  to  antici- 
pate the  interference  of  the  legislative  power  for  the  purpose  of 
framing  new  systems,  it  is  proper/or  him  seasonably  to  consider 
the  means  by  which  the  services  rendered  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  are  to  be  performed  after  its  charter  shall  ex- 
pire." This  seems  to  involve  an  inconsistency.  There  was  a 
congress  about  to  meet  in  ninety  days,  to  which  very  congress 
he  had  referred  the  question  of  the  bank.  There  was  a  new 
congress  to  meet  in  December  1835,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
charter.  Yet  does  he  now  declare  that,  since  the  people  elect- 
ed him,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  bank,  he  revokes  all  he  said 
about  the  congress  of  1833,  disregards  the  congress  of  1835,  and 
chooses  to  consider  it  settled  without  any  "interference  of  the 
legislative  power." 

The  next  head  of  complaint  is  the  postponement  of  a  portion 
of  the  three  per  cents,  by  the  government  in  April,  1832;  and  of 
another  portion  by  the  bank  in  December,  1832.  Now,  it  is 
very  remarkable  that  both  these  subjects  were  fully  examined — 
the  first  by  the  committee  of  investigation  of  1832,  and  the  se- 
cond by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  1833 — and  both 
reports  are  in  decided  contradiction  to  the  assertions  of  the  presi- 
dent. For  instance,  he  complains  of  the  first  postponement, 
which  he  imputes  to  the  bank,  whereas  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation themselves  declare  ^Hhey  are  fully  of  opinion  that 
the  bank  neither  sought  for  nor  rcqueated  a  postponement  of  the 
payment  by  the  government.  He  complains  of  the  second  post- 
ponement, yet  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  report,  that 
the  nominal  postponement  had,  in  fact,  closed  the  payments 
6ooner  than  if  no  postponement  had  been  made;  and  that  "this 
question  seems  no  longer  to  present  any  important  or  practical 
object  of  inquiry,  or  to  call  for  or  admit  of  any  action  of  congress 
upon  it.^^ 

This  would  seem  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory;  yet  lest  the 
revival  of  these  charges  may  mislead  the  unsuspecting,  it  may 
be  well  to  refute  them  again,  as  they  have  been  often  refuted 
before;  and  first  of  the  postponement  in  October.  He  saj's  of  it: 
"Conscious  that  at  the  end  of  that  quarter  the  bank  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  over  the  deposites,  and  that  further  in- 
dulgence was  not  to  be  expected  of  the  government,  an  agent 
was  despatched  to  England  secretly,  to  negociale  with  the  hold- 
ers of  the  public  debt  in  Europe,  and  induced  them  by  the  offer 
of  an  equal  or  higher  interest  than  that  paid  by  the  government, 
to  hold  back  their  claims  for  one  year  during  which  the  bank 
expected  thus  to  retain  the  use  of  $5,000,000  of  public  money, 
which  the  government  should  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  that 
debt.  The  agent  made  an  arrangement  on  terms,  in  part,  which 
were  in  direct  violation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank;  and  when 
some  incidents  connected  with  this  secret  negotiation  accident- 
\y  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public  and  the  government, 
then  and  not  before  so  much  of  it  as  was  palpably  in  violation 
of  the  charter  was  disavowed!" 

If  there  be  any  one  matter  in  regard  to  which  the  bank  is  more 
beneficial  than  any  other  matter,  it  is  precisely  this  agency  in 
paying  off  the  public  debt;  and  if  there  be  any  cases  in  the 
course  of  that  agency  more  useful  than  any  other  cases,  they 
are  precisely  these  two  cases  which  are  here  made  the  subjects 
of  reproach. 

The  whole  collection  of  the  revenue  is  based  on  the  system, 
that  funds  are  never  accumulated  in  the  treasury  for  a  long 
period,  but  are  principally  lent  out  to  the  community,  and  only 
called  for  as  t.iey  are  needed  for  the  public  service.  Whenever, 
therefore,  large  payments  are  made  by  the  government,  as  it  is 
necessary  to  withdraw  from  the  use  of  the  community  consider- 
able sums,  this  process  requires  some  delicacy  in  recalling  from 
distant  parts  of  the  United  States  as  much  as  may  answer  the 
immediate  exigency,  yet  not  enough  to  press  disadvantageously 
on  the  community.  This  is  the  especial  fnnction  of  the  bank. 
How  well  it  has  succeeded  may  be  inferred  from  the  testimonials 
of  the  successive  secretaries  of  the  treasury.  Thus  Mr.  Rush, 
in  his  treasury  report  of  the  13lh  December,  1828,  says: 

"In  this  manner,  heavy  payments  of  the  debt  are,  in  effect, 
made  gradually,  instead  of  the  whole  mass  being  thrown  at  once 
upon  the  money  market,  which  might  produce  injurious  shocks. 


So  prudently  in  this  and  other  respects  does  the  bank  aid  the 
operation  of  paying  off  the  debt,  that  the  community  hardly  has 
a  consciousness  that  it  is  going  on."    . 

And  Mr.  Ingham,  in  like  manner,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1829, 
says: 

"I  take  the  occasion  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  of  the 
treasury  department  at  the  manner  in  which  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  parent  bunk  have  discharged  their  trusts  in  all 
their  immediate  relations  to  the  government,  so  far  as  their 
transactions  have  come  under  my  notice,  and  especially  in  the 
facilities  afforded  in  transferring  the  funds  of  govitrnment,  and 
in  the  preparation  for  the  heavy  payment  of  the  public  debt,  on 
the  first  instant,  which  has  been  effected  by  means  of  the  pru- 
dent arrangements  of  your  board  at  a  time  of  severe  depression 
on  all  the  productive  employments  of  the  country,  without 
causing  any  sensible  additions  to  the  pressure,  or  even  visible 
effect  upon  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  state  banks." 

Finally,  the  president  himself,  in  his  message  to  congress  of 
December,  1829,  says: 

"It  was  apprehended  that  tlie  withdrawal  of  so  large  a  sum 
from  the  banks  in  which  it  was  deposited,  at  a  time  of  unusual 
pressure  on  the  money  market,  miglit  cause  much  injury  to  the 
interest  dependant  on  bank  accommodations.  But  tliig  evil  waa 
wholly  averted  by  an  early  anticipation  of  it  at  the  treasury, 
aided  by  the  judicious  arrangements  of  the  officers  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States." 

It  had  thus  become  the  habitual  policy  of  the  bank  at  the  ap- 
proach of  any  large  payment,  to  begin  its  preparations  for  a  long 
period  in  advance,  so  as  to  collect  its  resources  gradually,  and 
to  distribute  its  disbursements  over  as  wide  a  sphere  as  possible. 
In  the  year  1832,  the  country  was  heavily  indebted  to  Europe 
for  the  large  importations  of  the  year  1831;  and  it  was  particu- 
larly desirable,  to  give  to  the  community  leisure  to  pay  that  debt 
out  of  their  annual  earnings,  and  to  prevent  any  addition  to  the 
foreign  demand  in  1832.  Now  there  were  more  than  twenty- 
five  millions  and  a  half  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  that  debt 
payable  in  the  year  1832 — from  December  31,  1831,  to  January  1, 
1833 — of  which  more  than  fifteen  millions  were  to  be  paid  in 
nine  months,  and  between  eight  and  nine  of  it  to  foreigners. 
The  bank  was  fully  prepared  to  make  the  first  payment  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1832. 

The  state  banks  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton, owed  to  this  bank  ^,280,000 
Its  specie  at  these  places  alone  was  3,200,000 
\Its  funds  in  Europe  were  2,982,000 


Making  of  cash  in  hand,  or  its  equivalents,  ^8,462,000 

With  an  open  credit  in  Europe,  on  which  to  draw 

for  2,500,000 

Besides  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  debts,  to  be  used  for 
this  purpose — while  the  whole  public  debt  to  be  paid  on  the  Ist 
of  October,  was  $8,634,988  37. 

In  this  state  the  bank,  had  it  considered  only  its  ovv'n  interest, 
would  have  been  perfectly  passive,  since  it  was  perfectly  at 
ease.  But  it  had  other  and  higher  interests  to  consult.  From 
the  communication  with  the  treasury,  in  July,  it  was  probable 
that  the  funds  of  the  government  might  be  insulficient  to  pay  the 
debt  advertised  to  be  paid — and  that  even  if  these  funds  were 
adequate,  the  operation  would  exhaust  all  the  means  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  require  that  the  community  should  repay  the 
whole  amount  of  the  public  funds  distributed  among  them.  It 
was  further  manifest,  that  the  ability  of  the  government  to  meet 
its  engagements,  depended  entirely  on  the  punctual  payment  of 
the  revenue  in  the  commercial  cities,  from  July  to  January, 
which  was  estimated  at  about  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

That  resource  was  threatened  witii  the  greatest  danger  by  the 
appearance  of  the  cholera,  which  had  already  begun  its  ravages 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  every  indication  of  pervad- 
ing the  whole  country.  Had  it  continued  a~  it  begun,  and  all 
the  appearances  in  July  warranted  the  belief  ofits  continuance, 
there  can  he  no  doubt  it  would  have  prostrated  all  comHiercial 
credit,  and  seriously  endangered  the  public  revenue,  as  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  alone,  the  demand  on  account  of  the 
foreign  three  per  cents,  was  about  five  millions. 

The  bank,  therefore,  made  an  arrangement  with  the  foreign 
owners  of  this  stock,  to  the  amount  of  $4,175,373  92  to  leave 
their  money  in  the  country  for  another  year,  the  bank  assuming 
to  pay  the  interest  instead  of  the  government.  Having  settled 
this,  the  hank  resumed  its  usual  facilities  of  business  to  the 
community.  Of  the  whole  four  millions  postponed,  the  in- 
terest on  thsm  has  ceased  and  at  this  moment  the  only  certi- 
ficates not  yet  actually  returned,  are  those  in  the  name  of  two 
persons,  amounting  to  $42,375  94.  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  while 
of  the  whole  amount  of$4, 175.373  92  purchased  and  postponed, 
there  remain  unpaid  only  two  owners,  holding  $l-2. 375  91;  the 
amount  of  the  unpostpont^d  threes  still  outstanding  is  five  or  ten 
times  as  much.  So  tliat  in  fi\ct  .as  was  anticipated  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  postponement  has 
actually  hastened  the  payment. 

All  these  things  were  fully  explained  by  ilie  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  to  whom  thai  part  of  the  president's  niessage 
was  referred,  and  that  committee  accordingly  reported  as  fol- 
lows— 

"The  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  for  a  temporary  post- 
ponement, with  the  consent  of  the  holders  of  the  payment  of 
five  millions  of  the  three  per  rent,  debt,  bring  now  substantially 
closed  by  the  surrender  to  the  government  of  the  cerlificatea  of 
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slock  except  for  a  small  amount,  and  the  whole  debt  itself,  as 
far  as  respects  the  government,  at  an  earlier  period  than  it  is 
probable  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  this  question  seems  no 
longer  to  present  any  important  or  practical  object  of  inquiry,  or 
to  call  for,  or  admit  any  action  of  congress  upon  it." 

This  ought  to  be  satisfactory,  yet  is  the  subject  now  revived 
with  the  addition  of  two  distinct  errors  in  point  of  fact.  ~Tlie 
first  is  tliat  the  bank  "was  conscious  that  at  the  end  of  the 
quarter  it  would  not  be  able  to  pay  over  the  deposites" — whereas 
tile  state  of  the  bank,  as  above  explained,  proved  its  entire 
ability  to  make  this  payment,  and  that  its  interposition  was  ex- 
clusively dictated  by  the  desire  to  avert  an  additional  trouble 
at  a  season  of  pestilence.  The  second  is,  that  the  part  of  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  agent  of  the  bank  was  not  dis- 
avowed until  "sonie  incident  connected  with  this  secret  ne- 
gotiation, accidentally  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public  and 
the  government.''  Tiie  fact  is,  that  as  soon  as  that  part  of  the 
arrangement  which  seemed  to  conflict  with  the  charter,  was 
received,  the  determination  was  made  to  decline  executing  it 
before  any  publication  of  any  sort  was  seen  or  known  in  regard 
to  it. 

Tlie  evidence  of  this  is  so  clear  and  so  short,  that  it  deserves 
to  be  cited  as  an  example  of  the  general  inaccuracy  of  this  ma- 
nifesto. The  committee  of  exchange,  in  their  report  to  con- 
gress in  January  29,  1833,  declare  as  follows: 

"But  wiien  the  contract  itself  reached  the  bank,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  and  it  appeared  from  the  communication  of  Messrs. 
Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  that  the  stock  was  to  be  purchased  on 
account  of  the  bank,  they  were  immediately  instructed  on  the 
15tli  of  October,  that  the  hank  had  no  authority  to  become 
owners  of  the  stock,"  &c.  &c. 

When  two  of  the  members  of  that  committee  were  examined 
on  oath,  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  they  con- 
firmed the  statement  as  follows: 

Cluestion.  Had  the  president  or  exchange  committee,  any  in- 
tention to  disavow  general  Cadwalader's  authority  to  make  the 
contract  he  did,  until  after  the  appearance  in  the  New  York 
papers  on  the  illh  or  12tii  October  last,  of  the  circular  of  the 
Baring's  to  the  foreign  holders  of  the  United  States  3  per  cent, 
stocks,  announcing  to  them,  that  they  had  the  authority  of  the 
bank  to  purciiase  or  negotiate  a  postponement  of  the  stocks 
h'jid  by  them. 

Answer  of  Mr.  Manuel  Eyre.  I  can  say  yes  positively.  I 
recollect  it  porlectly  well.  When  I  first  read  this  letter,  I  said 
it  was  not  proper  and  disavowed  it. 

Answer  of  Air.  Matthew  L.  Bevan.  I  never  did  see  myself, 
the  notice  referred  to  in  the  Mew  York  papers,  but  well  recol- 
lect the  moment  the  letter  was  received  giving  information  of 
the  procijcdings  in  relation  to  that  negotiation,  the  president  of 
the  bank,  with  the  afjprobation  of  the  exchange  committee,  im- 
mediately wroie,  disavowing  the  nature  of  that  arrangement,  it 
having  been  made  under  a  misapprehension. 

Tiie  complaint  in  regard  to  the  postponement  by  the  govern- 
ment in  April,  1832,  is  of  the  same  character.  He  says,  that 
"after  this  negotiation  had  commenced,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury informed  the  bank  that  it  was  his  intention  to  pay  ofi'  one 
half  of  the  three  per  cents,  on  the  first  of  the  succeeding  July, 
wiiich  amounted  to  about  ^6,500,000.  The  president  of  the 
bank,  alliiough  the  committee  of  investigation  was  then  look- 
ing into  its  affairs  at  Philadidphia,  came  immediately  to  Wash- 
ington, and  upon  rei)resenting  that  the  bank  was  desirous  of  ac- 
commodating the  importing  merchants  at  New  York,  (which  it 
failed  to  do),  and  undertaking  to  pay  the  interest  itself,  procur- 
ed the  consent  of  the  secretary,  after  consultation  with  the  pre- 
sident, to  postpone  the  payment  until  the  succeeding  first  of 
Oi-tober." 

The  impression  here  intended  to  be  conveyed  is,  that  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  in  oider  to  relieve  the  institution  from  a  de- 
mand which  it  could  not  sustain,  asked  an  indulgence  which 
was  conceded  by  the  government.  Now  the  truth  is,  that  the 
government  wished  to  make  the  poslponement,  but  could  not 
do  it  without  tiie  aid  of  the  bank.  Mr.  McDuffiii,  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  Mr.  Cambreleng,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  commerce,  who  were  then  members 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  at  Philadelphia,  wrote  letters 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dissuading  the  government 
from  making  the  payment.  The  only  difficulty  in  doing  it  was, 
that  the  coininis>^ioners  of  tlie  sinking  fund  had  no  authority  to 
|)ost|)one  the  payment,  as  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  the 
quarter's  interest  during  the  tliree  months  delay— and  this  difli- 
culty  was  removed  by  tin;  president  of  the  bank,  who  agreed  to 
pay  the  interest  as  the  money  would  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  The  letters- just  mentioned  w<'re  accordiinily  sulmiitted 
to  the  president,  who  never  saw  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
on  the  subject,  as  that  gentleman  was  sick,  and  who  himself 
decided  on  tlie  postpntieiiKMit  after  seeing  the  r(;commeiidation 
of  Mr.  McDuine  and  Mr.  CambreliMig.  Much  stress  is  also 
laid  on  the  visit  of  tli(;  president  of  the  bank  to  Washington, 
wliili!  the  committee  of  inv(;sfigation  were  in  Philadelphia. 

The  truth  was,  the  hitter  of  tile  acting  i>;ecretary  was  received 
FO  immediati-ly  before  the  period  fixed  for  issuinii  the  notice  of 
payment,  that  if  any  thing  wen;  to  hi-  done  at  all,  it  was  to  be 
done  tmly  by  personal  communication  with  tlie  secrelnry,  as 
there  was  no  time  for  correspondf-nci!.  Tin;  gentlemen  of  llii! 
cfMiimiltee  were  aware  of  his  goiuL',  and  two  of  its  members 
>vrote  letters  to  promote  his  ohjcct.  Beside-s  his  leaving  the 
committee  of  investigation  in  full  poss(;ssion  of  the  bank  and 
ull  its  papers,  so  far  from  being  a  subject  of  reproach  or  suspi- 


cion, is  the  surest  mark  of  his  entire  confidence  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  concerns  of  the  bank  which  they  might  not  exa- 
mine at  leisure  during  his  absence,  and  was  the  best  proof  of 
his  confidence  in  them  as  well  as  himself.  The  whole  subject 
was  before  the  committee  of  investigation  of  1832;  and  that 
committee  ackiwuiedged  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  ex- 
tract from  their  report,  that  this  postponement  was  not  the  work 
of  the  bank.     The  committee  say — 

"They  made  a  call  upon  the  president  of  the  bank  for  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  postponement  of  that  pay- 
ment, in  the  following  words:  'will  you  please  give  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  connected  with  your  application  in  March 
last,  requesting  a  suspension  by  tlie  government  of  the  payment 
of  a  portion  of  its  debt  intended  to  have  been  made  on  the  first 
of  July  next,  or  a  statement  of  the  arrangement  made  in  rela- 
tion to  thatsubject'" — which  correspondence  was  communicat- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  bank  with  the  following  remarks: 

"I  have  made  no  application  to  the  government,  nor  have  I 
requested  any  suspension  of  the  payment  of  any  portioiiof  the 
pulilic  debt." 

"The  inquiry,  I  suppose,  relates  to  this  circumstance;  'I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  acting  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated 
the  24th  March,  1832,  informing  me  that  government  was  about 
to  issue  a  notice  on  the  1st  of  April,  of  their  intention  to  pay, 
on  the  1st  of  July  next,  one-half  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock, 
and  to  do  it  by  paying  to  each  stockholder  one-half  of  the 
amount  of  his  certificate.' "     He  added, 

"If  any  objection  occurs  to  you  either  as  to  the  amount  or 
mode  of  payment,  I  will  thank  you  to  suggest  it." 

"Thus  invited  by  the  government  in  a  communication  mark- 
ed 'confidential,'  to  give  my  opinion  on  a  measure  contemplat- 
ed by  the  government,  I  felt  it  my  duly  to  express  my  views  of 
its  probable  operation:  in  my  reply  therefore,  dated  29th  of 
March,  I  stated, 'that  so  far  as  the  bank  is  concerned,  no  ob- 
jection occurs  to  me,  it  being  sufficient  that  the  government 
has  the  necessary  amount  of  funds  in  the  bank  to  make  the 
contemplated  payments.'  I  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  commercial  community,  and  with  a 
very  large  amount  of  revenue  (amounting  to  nine  millions),  to 
be  paid  before  the  1st  of  July,  the  debtors  of  the  government 
would  require  all  the  forbearance  and  all  the  aid  that  could  be 
given  them;  and  that  the  payment  proposed  by  creating  a  de- 
mand for  the  remittance  of  several  millions  of  dollars  to  Euro- 
pean stockholders,  would  tend  to  diminish  the  usual  facilities 
aflorded  to  the  debtors  of  the  government,  and  might  endanger 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  revenue.  For  this  reason,  I 
thought  it  for  the  interest  of  the  government,  to  postpone  the 
payment  to  the  next  quarter.  I  further  staled  that  the  plan  of 
paying  to  each  stockholder  only  one-half  of  his  loan,  would  not 
be  so  acceptable  as  if  his  whole  loan  were  repaid  at  once. 

"Having  thus  performed  my  duty  in  giving  the  opinion  asked, 
I  left  it,  of  course,  to  the  government  to  decide.  On  the  part 
of  the  bank,  I  sought  nothing.  1  requested  nothing.  After 
weighing  the  circumstances,  the  government  were  desirous  of 
adopting  the  measure,  but  the  difficulty  I  understood  to  be  this, 
that  the  sinking  fiind  would  lose  the  quarter's  interest,  from 
July  to  October,  of  the  sum  intended  to  be  paid  in  July;  and 
that  the  government  did  not  feel  itself  justified  in  making  the 
poslponement  unless  that  interest  could  be  saved,  but  that  it 
would  be  made,  provided  the  bank  would  make  the  sinking 
fund  whole  on  the  1st  of  October.  To  this  I  said,  that  as  the 
bank  would  have  the  use  of  the  fund,  during  the  three  months, 
it  would  consent  to  save  the  sinking  fund  harmless,  by  paying 
the  three  months  interest  itself,  as  the  matter  stands. 

"Now,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  bank,  in  all  this,  has  had  not 
the  least  agency,  except  to  offer  its  opinion,  when  it  was  asked, 
in  regard  to  a  measure  proposed  by  the  government;  and  theia 
to  offer  its  aid  in  carrying  that  measure  into  operation." 

The  commiltee  are  fully  of  opinion,  that  though  the  bank 
neither  'sought'  for,  nor  'requested'  a  postponement  of  the  pay- 
ment by  the  government,  as  stated  in  the  declaration  of  the 
president,  yet  if  such  postponement  had  not  been  made,  the 
bank  would  not,  on  the  1st  of  July,  have  possessed  the  ability 
to  have  met  the  demand,  without  causing  a  scene  of  great  dis- 
tress in  the  commercial  community." 

The  next  evidence  adduced  of  the  bank's  opposition  to  him, 
is  its  claim  for  damages.  Of  this  he  gives  the  following  ac- 
count: 

"The  bank  became  the  purchaser  of  a  bill  drawn  by  our  go- 
vernment on  that  of  France  for  about  900,000  dollars,  being  the 
first  instalimmt  of  the  French  indemnity.  The  purchase  mo- 
ney was  left  in  the  use  of  the  bank,  beini;  simply  added  to  the 
treasury  deposite.  The  bank  sold  tlie  bill  in  England,  and  the 
holder  sent  it  to  France  for  collection,  and  arrangements  not 
having  been  made  by  the  French  government  for  its  payment, 
it  was  taken  up  by  the  acents  of  the  bank  in  Paris,  with  the 
funds  of  the  bank  in  their  hands.  Under  thi^se  circumstances 
it  has,  through  its  organs,  openly  assailed  the  credit  of  the  "o- 
vernment:  and  has  actually  made  and  persists  in  a  demand  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  or  $1,58.842  77  as  damages,  when  no  damage, 
or  none  beyond  some  trifiing  expense  has  in  fact  been  sustain- 
ed, and  when  the  bank  had  in  its  own  possession  on  deposite, 
several  millions  of  the  public  money  which  it  was  then  using 
for  its  own  profit.  Is  a  fiscal  agent  to  the  covernment.  which 
thus  seeks  to  enrich  itself  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  worthy 
of  further  trust?" 

First.  It  is  not  correct  to  state  that  the  bank  was  the  "fiscal 
agent"  of  the  government  in  this  mailer.    On  the  contrary,  the 
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fiscal  agency  of  ihe  bank  was  offered  without  any  charge  to  the 
govurnuient,  ami  decUiied.  The  bank  did  notvvi>h  to  |>urcha>e 
this  bill  at  all,  but  proposed  to  collect  it;  paying  the  money  only 
after  it  had  been  received  by  tlie  agents  of  the  bank  in  France. 
Tlius  when  the  secretary  of  the  treasiury  wrote  to  the  bank 
about  this  bill,  the  president  of  tlie  bank  in  his  answer  dated 
Nov.  5,  1832,  said: 

"The  bank  has  already  in  Paris  a  larger  sum  than  it  has  any 
immediate  use  for,  yet  it  is  not  Indisposed  to  increase  it  because 
it  may  hereafter  have  occasion  for  the  funds,  and  because  it  is 
believed  that  if  the  terms  can  be  made  acceptable,  the  purchase 
of  the  whole  by  the  bank,  would  be  the  best  operation  for  the  go- 
vernment;^^ and  attain  in  the  same  letter, 

*'ln  regard  to  the  rate,  you  are  the  most  competent  judge  of 
its  fitness,  and  1  will  merely  add,  that  the  bank  not  wantitig 
funds  in  Paris,  and  believing  that  they  will  be  lower  hereafter, 
would  not  make  a  similar  purchase  from  any  other  quarter,  and 
is  inliuenced  exclusively  by  the  belief  that  any  other  arrange- 
ment would  be  less  advantageous  to  the  treasury." 

So  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  February,  1833,  "the  purchase 
of  the  bill  is  not  in  the  least  desirable  to  the  bank,  nor  would  the 
rate  now  allowed  be  given  to  any  other  drawer  than  the  go- 
vernment, for  we  shall  send  by  the  same  conveyance  which 
carries  your  bill,  a  large  amount  of  bills  purchased  at  5.45,  be- 
ing nearly  1^  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  actually  given  to  llie 
treasury." 

The  bank  then  did  not  wish  to  purchase  the  bill.  But  the 
bank  offered  its  agency  to  collect  it  on  the  following  terms,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  183-2. 

"Should  you  prefer  not  fixing  a  rate  at  present,  but  to  take 
the  chances  of  a  hij^her  rate  hereafter,  the  bank  on  receiving 
your  bill,  would  place  the  amount  of  it  to  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment on  the  2d  of  March,  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange 
of  the  best  bills  on  that  day  in  Philadelpliia." 

Here  then  was  a  distinct  proposal  to  collect  the  bill  just  as 
the  bank  collects  bills  for  individuals,  so  that  if  the  bill  had,  in 
Nov.  183-2,  been  sent  to  the  bank,  it  would  have  been  forward- 
ed to  Europe,  and  if  on  the  2d  of  Feb.  1833,  when  it  was  paya- 
ble in  Paris,  it  had  not  been  paid,  the  bank  would  have  been 
apprised  of  that  fact,  and  would  not  have  made  the  payment  on 
the  2d  of  March,  and  the  whole  transaction  would  have  been 
closed.  This  course,  however,  the  government  did  not  adopt — 
but  after  considering  the  offers  for  the  bill  made  from  other 
quarters,  decided  to  sell  it  to  the  bank. 

Secondly.  It  is  not  the  fact  that  this  money  "was  left  in 
the  use  of  the  bank,  being  simply  added  to  the  treasury  depo- 
sites." 

Suppose  that  it  had  been,  it  would  not  in  the  slig^htest  degree 
affect  the  question  of  damages.  When  a  party  sells  a  bill,  and 
is  paid  for  it,  that  is,  has  the  funds  placed  to  his  credit  to  be 
drawn  whenever  he  chooses  without  further  notice,  the  party 
is  as  much  paid — the  fundus  belongs  as  little  to  the  bank — as  if 
the  party  had  actually  withdrawn  the  whole  sum  in  specie. 
But  not  only  was  the  fund  in  this  case  drawn  from  the  general 
resources  of  the  bank,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury, 
but  immediately  after  that  was  done,  congress  passed  a  law  to 
lend  the  money,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  issued  a  no- 
lice,  that  this  money  was  to  be  forthwith  lent  out  to  capitalists, 
that  is  to  say,  to  be  immediately  withdrawn.  The  credit  given 
to  the  treasurer,  was  on  the  11th  of  February,  18.33.  The  no- 
tice of  the  secretary  dated  the  6th  of  March,  offered  to  lend  out 
this  money  after  the  20th  of  March — of  course  the  bank  could 
make  no  use  of  it — on  the  contrary,  as  it  would  probably  be 
withdrawn  immediately,  it  became  not  merely  useless  as  a  de- 
posite,  but  required  the  bank  to  shape  its  loans  to  others,  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  immediate  payment. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Not  only  was  this  sum  passed  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer — not  only  was  the  eaily  withdrawal  of  it  from  the 
bank  announced  by  the  secretary,  but  the  identical  proceeds  of 
this  identical  French  bill,  were  actually  used  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  payment  of  its  ordinary  expenses. 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  at  the  bank  stood  thus: 

February  11, ^  717,264  22 

"18,  1,735,460  40 

(in  consequence  of  the  payment  of  the  French 

bill.) 


February  25, 
March    4, 

"   11, 
"    18, 

"    25, 
30, 


^1,842,658  14 
J ,620,699  87 
1,551,627  97 
1,560,783  63 
1,496,907  43 
1,0.52,862  10 
1,082,560  88 
918,816  61 
746,613  61 
8-26,070  90 
814,016  61 
774.630  47 
431^560  43 


April 

"    22, 
"    29,       . 
May    6,  ... 

"     13,       .        .        . 
"20,  .         .         , 

When  the  money  was  repaid 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  there  was  atthecredit  of  the  treasur- 
er on  the  18th  of  February,  the  sum  of  ,^1,735,460  40,  of  which 
$903,565  89  ,were  tlie  proceeds  of  the  French  bill,  and  as  in  the 
month  of  April  there  was  to  his  credit  only  ^746,613  61,  the 
difference  between  these  two  sums,  that  is  to  say  $156,952  28, 
had  been  drawn  for,  out  of  that  fund  of,>^903,555  89. 

Accordingly,  when  the  treasurer  came  to  repay  the  money, 
he  had  not  enough  of  it  remaining — but  was  obliged  to  draw  on 


funds  elsewhere,  bo  that  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his 
draft  on  the  llih  of  May,  1833,  the  cashier  of  the  bank  added, 

"Your  transfer  cheek  for  ^'$700, 000  on  the  office  of  the  banK  of 
the  United  States  at  New  York,  will  appear  at  the  credit  of  your 
account  this  day,  and  will  thus  prev(;Mt  the  overdraft  which  the 
change  now  advised  would  oiliervvisi;  have  occasioniMl." 

in  the  United  State.s  then  the  bank  had  paid  the  amount  of 
ilie  bill  in  its  least  convenient  fo(m.  But  when  it  was  protest- 
ed in  Paris,  the  agents  of  the  bank  rtiiding  a  hill  with  its  name 
upon  it  protested,  came  forwar<l  and  paid  it  (jii  account  of  the 
bank — so  that  the  bank  had  actually  paid  for  this  bill  twice  over 
— once  in  Pliiladel[)hia  and  once  in  Paris — that  is,  it  had  of 
course  a  credit  for  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  bill  in  Lon- 
don, but  its  actual  disbursements  on  account  of  the  bill,  were 
upwards  of  $1 ,800,000. 

What  makes  the  case  stronger  is  this — that  on  the  22d  of 
March,  the  day  when  the  protested  bill  came  back  to  the  bank, 
the  whole  amount  in  the  credit  of  the  irea.-ury  throughout  the 
whole  United  Stales,  with  the  exception  of  the  Danish  indem- 
nity inonev,  was  $1,827,048  88.  Now  the  bank  had  advanced 
$903,.565  89  in  Philadelphia,  and  $921,590  J8  in  Paris,  making 
$1,825,156  07,  so  that  although  it  had  credit  in  England  lor  the 
bill  sold  there,  the  bank  had  actually  advanced  on  account  of 
this  bill  a  sum  equal  within  less  than  two  thousand  dollars,  of 
the  whole  funds  of  the  government  in  the  bank. 

When  the  bill  returned  protested,  the  bank,  as  the  endorser, 
called  upon  the  government  to  pay  the  principal  and  the  dama- 
ges. It  did  this  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  did  it  as  a  matter 
of  the  clearest  duty  to  the  government,  because  if  the  govern- 
ment had  any  right  at  all  to  draw  the  bill,  it  had  a  right  to  make 
France  pay  the  damages  for  its  breach  of  contract,  and  it  had  no 
mode  of  claiming  against  France,  unless  in  the  first  instance  it 
paid  the  damages  to  the  bank,  which  it  might  the  more  readily 
do,  as  being  one-fifth  partner  of  the  bank,  its  own  share  of  the 
$158,000  would  be  $31,600. 

But  whether  the  French  government  pays  these  damages  or 
not,  it  is  manifest  that  the  American  government  must  pay 
them — and  this  upon  the  simple  principles,  not  of  equity,  but  of 
ordinary  honesty. 

From  the  foundation  of  the  government  to  the  present  daj', 
whenever  tlie  government  has  purchased  a  bill  from  a  ftrivate 
citizen,  and  that  bill  has  from  whatever  cause  returned  protest- 
ed, no  matter  how  hard  the  case  may  be,  no  matter  what  cir- 
cumstances of  excuse,  or  mitigation  may  be  offered  by  the  citi- 
zen, no  matter  whether  damages  were  aclually  sustained  or 
not,  the  government  has  rigorously  etiforced  its  claim  for  dama- 
ges. It  has  not  merely  fojced  a  solvent  niprchaut  to  pay,  but 
has  insisted  that  its  claim  for  damages  should  have  its  legal  pre- 
cedence over  all  the  just  rights  of  the  other  creditors  of  an  in- 
solvent; and  now,  when  the  case  is  changed,  when  the  govern- 
ment sells  its  own  bill  to  its  own  citizens,  and  that  bill  returns 
protested,  with  what  propriety,  nay  with  what  pretensions  to 
common  honesty,  can  tlie  goveriimfnt  presume  to  dt'.ny  the 
same  justice  to  its  own  citizens.  The  books  of  the  treasury 
are  crowded  with  cases  of  damages  exacted  by  the  government 
from  American  citizens — and  one  is  now  selected,  merely  from 
its  peculiar  aptness  to  the  present  occasion. 

Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Stephen  Girard  sold  to  the  treasury  four 
bills,  two  of  which  returned  protested,  owing  to  the  insolvency 
of  his  correspondent  in  London;  when  the  two  others  became 
due,  they  were  paid  for  the  honor  of  Mr.  Girard  by  the  Messrs. 
Barings,  who  also  agreed  to  pay  the  two  first  in  London,  as  of 
the  day  on  which  they  were  payable.  Mr.  Girard  applied  to 
congress  for  exoneration  from  the  claim  of  20  percent,  damages, 
alleging: 

"That  from  the  said  sum  of  £22.500  sterlinz,  due  on  18th 
August  last,  being  passed  by  Sir  Francis  Baring  &  Co.,  to  the 
credit  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  as 
on  the  day  the  same  became  due,  no  real  loss  or  daniase  can  ac- 
crue to  th«  United  States  from  the  said  bills  being  returned  un- 
der protest." 

Concress  rejected  the  claim,  and  Mr.  Giiard  paid  the  dama- 
ges of  20  per  cent. 

On  that  occasion,  the  committee  of  claims  called  on  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  in  his  answer,  which 
makes  part  of  their  report,  he  says  that  he  had  rejected  Mr. 
Girard 's  claim  for  four  reasons,  of  which  the  two  most  essen- 
tial are — 

"1st.  Because,  considering  the  lar^e  amount  of  bills  (more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars),  annually  purchased  on  account  of 
government,  it  appeared  ab.^olutely  necessary  never  to  give  up 
the  damages  whenever  a  legal  ri<.'ht  to  them  had  accrued,  and 
because  that  right  has  in  every  instance  without  regard  to  per- 
sons or  circumstances,  been  enforced. 

"2d.  Because,  if  abandoned  in  this  instance  and  for  that  rea- 
son, every  drawer  who  was  solvent  misht,  by  makiiiK  a  remit- 
tance to  the  bankers  in  Europe,  after  bills  protested  for  non- 
payment had  been  returned  to  the  treasury,  induce  them  to 
make  a  similar  offer,  and  evade  tlie  payment  of  damages." 

The  lapse  of  years  at  last  reversed  the  state  of  the  parties. 
Mr.  Girard  becomes  the  largest  stockholder  in  a  corporation 
called  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  and  his  partners, 
in  the  course  of  their  business,  purchase  a  bill  t>om  this  same 
officer,  the  secretary  of  tlin  treasury,  which  comes  back  pro- 
tested after  having  been  twice  paid  for.  Air.  Girard's  heirs,  and 
his  associates  ap|)ly  to  the  secretary— not  even  for  the  same 
amount  which  Mr.  Girard  formerly  paid— not  for  twenty  per 
cent,  the  damages  in  Pennsylvania— but  for  fifteen  per  cent. 
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the  damages  in  Washington;  and  the  only  answer  vouchsafed 
by  the  treasury  department  is,  that  the  claim  "has  no  founda- 
tion in  law  or  equity" — to  which  the  president  now  adds,  tliat 
it  is  an  attempt  to  "impair  the  credit  of  the  government,  and 
tarnish  the  honor  of  the  country."  Such  a  course  tends  to  an 
utter  confusion  of  all  ideas  of  justice;  nor  is  it  a  thing  tolerable 
by  the  American  people,  that  an  individual  shall  go  among  the 
citizens  purchasing  bills  and  exacting  damages,  and  when  his 
own  bill,  sold  to  these  same  citizens,  returns  protested,  he  shall 
wrap  himself  up  in  his  official  immunity,  and  refuse  to  do  to 
his  fellow  citizens  what  he  has  compelled  them  to  do  to  him. 

But  supposing  all  this  to  be  directly  the  reverse  of  what  it 
really  is — supposing  the  claim  to  be  questionable  instead  of 
being  equitable  is  there  any  thing  in  it  which  can  at  all 
justify  this  denunciation  of  the  bank?  Here  is  a  claim  made  by 
certain  American  citizens  for  damages  on  a  bill  of  exchange, 
which  they  have  purchased  of  the  government.  The  question 
is  a  legal  one.  The  judicial  tribunals  are  to  decide  it.  YeL 
while  the  bank  is  quietly  waiting  the  action  of  the  laws,  the 
president  of  the  IJnited  States  prejudges  the  question — de- 
nounces the  bank  for  having  presumed  to  make  the  claim — and 
gives  that  to  the  country  as  a  reason  why  he  should  instantly 
remove  a  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  order  to  subject  the  whole 
public  revenue  of  the  United  Stales  to  his  own  disposal. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  opposition  of  the  bank  to  his 
election,  he  next  proceeds  to  treat  of  certain  acts  of  the  board 
of  directors.  Tiie  annunciation  of  these  is  prefaced  by  remarks 
on  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  facts,  their  recent  dis- 
closure and  their  great  enormity;  and  the  whole  is  concluded 
by  a  complaint  of  the  "hundreds  of  thousands  and  even  mil- 
lions" which  may  be  employed  in  subverting  the  liberties  of  the 
country  and  in  disparaging  the  executive.  How  little  founda- 
tion in  fact  there  is  for  all  this,  will  be  readily  seen  by  examin- 
ing the  allegations  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  presented. 

First.  He  says,  that  "although  the  charter  and  the  rules  of  the 
bank  both  declare  that  'not  less  than  seven  directors'  shall  be 
necessary  to  the  transaction  of  business,  yet  the  most  important 
business,  even  that  of  granting  discounts  to  any  extent,  is  en- 
trusted to  a  committee  of  five  members  who  do  not  report  to  the 
board." 

Now,  the  charter  does  not  require  seven  directors  to  make 
discounts. 

Nor  do  the  rules  of  the  bank  require  seven  directors. 

Nor  is  it  true  that  any  committee  of  five  has  this  power  to 
discount. 

Nor  does  any  committee  discount  without  reporting  to  the 
board. 

The  charier  says  that  "not  less  than  seven  directors  shall 
constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business."  But  the 
business  of  the  board  is  not  exclusively  nor  primarily  to  make 
loans; — its  business  is  to  govern  the  whole  institution.  If  the 
charter  required  seven  directors  to  make  a  discount,  it  would 
have  said  so  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  branches,  whose 
more  exclusive  business  it  is  to  discount.  But  it  places  no  such 
restriction  on  the  branches,  where  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
discounts  are  made.  Tlie  business  of  the  board  is  to  prescribe 
how  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  bank  are  to  be  made — 
it  may  delegate  a  portion  of  its  power  of  making  loans  to  com- 
mittees, for  in  truth  to  require  a  board  of  seven  directors  to 
meet  before  any  bill  could  be  discounted,  would  entirely  destroy 
the  most  useful  operations  of  the  bank — and  accordingly  the 
exchange  committee  meet  every  day  for  the  purchase  of  bills, 
and  their  purchases  are  submitted  to  the  board  at  their  next 
meeting.  It  would  be  supposed  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
stated,  that  this  was  some  recent  innovation.  So  far  from  it, 
the  discounting  of  bills  of  exchange  was  formerly  done  by  a 
smaller  number  than  at  present.  On  the  13th  of  February, 
1821,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Cheves,  and  before  the 
time  of  the  present  officers,  a  rule  was  adopted  that — 

"In  the  absence  of  the  exchange  committeee,  the  president 
and  cashier  shall  be  authorised  to  purchase  exchange  which 
may  be  offered  for  sale,  if  an  immediate  answer  be  desired,  and 
report  such  purchases  to  the  exchange  committee  at  its  next 
meeting  thereafter." 

Thus  giving  the  power  here  complained  of  to  only  a  single 
director  of  the  bank.  Yet  no  one  ever  imagined  that  it  was  a 
violation  of  the  charter.  In  truth  it  is  a  power  exercised  very 
generally  by  the  officers  of  banks  throughout  the  U.  States. 

The  second  is — "To  cut  off  all  means  of  communication  with 
the  government  in  relation  to  its  most  important  acts,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  year,  not  one  of  the  government 
directors  was  placed  on  any  one  committee.  And  although, 
since,  by  an  unusual  remodelling  of  those  bodies  some  of  those 
directors  have  been  placed  on  some  of  the  committees,  they  are 
yeteniirely  excluded  from  the  committee  of  exchange,  through 
which  the  greatest  and  most  objectionable  loans  have  been 
made." 

There  are  two  things  remarkable  in  this  paragraph— first 
the  strangeness  of  the  confession;  and  next,  the  fallacy  of  the 
Ftalemenl.  It  is  here  asserted  that  not  to  iiavo  the  government 
directors  on  committees  is  to  "cut  off  all  moans  of  communi- 
cation with  the  government  in  relation  to  its  most  important 
acts;"  that  is  to  say  that  the  confidential  opinions  and  the  un- 
reserved expressions  used  by  their  colleagues  on  a  committee  are 
to  be  oommunioated  to  the  government.  It  is  precisely  this  fact 
thus  officially  announc-cd,  which  would  make  tliese  directors 
unsafe  deposiiories  of  the  confidence  of  their  colleagues.  "At 
tlic  comuiencemeut  of  the  present  year,"  he  proceeds,  "not  one 


of  the  government  directors  was  placed  on  anyone  comrnitlee." 
Now  of  these  directors  who  could  then  be  appointed,  there 
were  but  two  residents  of  Philadelphia— the  third  not  having 
yet  been  appointed.  Why  these  two  directors,  one  of  whom 
had  just  come,  for  the  first  time,  into- a  banking  institution, 
were  not  named  on  the  committees,  in  the  place  of  old  and  va- 
lued directors,  it  would  be  more  inviduous  than  difficult  to  de- 
cide; but  that  there  was  no  studied  exclusion  was  obvious  from 
the  fact  that  at  the  very  next  quarterly  appointment,  two  out  of 
the  three  government  directors  were  placed  on  committees. 

Nor  is  there  any  foundation  for  the  assertion  that  any  "unu- 
sual remodelling"  of  these  committees  has  taken  place.  On 
the  contrary,  the  committees  were  appointed  quarterly,  as  they 
have  for  years  been  appointed,  and  not  the  slightest  remodelling 
of  them,  usual  or  unusual,  has  taken  place.  As  to  the  ex- 
change committees,  who  are  charged  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  foreign  and  domestic  exchanges  of  the  bank,  requiring 
commercial  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  business  and  the 
credit  of  individuals,  those  who  are  presumed  most  qualified, 
are  most  naturally  chosen.  These  directors  have  no  claim  to 
the  slightest  distinction  above  their  colleagues,  and  they  must 
take  their  chance  with  the  other  members  in  the  formation  of 
committees.  In  truth,  men  will  choose  their  associates  on  com- 
mittees, as  in  every  thing  else,  from  confidence  in  their  capa- 
city or  their  personal  qualities;  and  not  to  be  chosen  to  places 
of  trust  implies  only  that  others  are  more  trusted. 

The  third  is— "It  has  long  been  known  that  the  president  of 
the  bank,  by  his  single  will,  originates  and  executes  many  of 
the  most  important  measures  connected  with  the  management 
of  the  credit  of  the  bank:  and  that  the  committee,  as  well  as 
the  board  of  directors,  are  left  in  entire  ignorance  of  many  acts 
done,  and  correspondence  carried  on,  in  Iheir  names  and  appa- 
rently under  their  authority." 

An  assertion  so  general,  can  only  be  met  by  as  general  a  denial; 
at  the  same  time  the  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  declare, 
that  this  allegation,  so  positively  made,  as  of  a  known  and  ac- 
knowledged fact,  while  it  charges  the  board  of  directors  with  a 
direliction  of  their  duty,  and  a  surrender  of  their  trust,  does  the 
greatest  and  most  flagrant  wrong  to  the  officer  who  presides  over 
this  institution.  This  officer  has  devoted  eleven  years  of  the 
best  portion  of  his  life,  and  all  his  time  and  all  his  talents  dur- 
ing that  period  to  the  service  of  the  bank:  he  has,  at  all  times, 
consulted  freely  with  the  directors,  and  has  never  sought  to 
make  his  "single  will"  the  law  of  the  bank.  The  proofs  of  the 
ability  and  integrity  of  his  administration,  are  to  be  read  in  the 
prosperity  and  strength  of  the  institution;  in  the  reiterated  ap- 
probation of  the  stockholders;  and  in  the  unwavering  confi- 
dence of  the  successive  boards  of  directors  who  have  been  the 
witnesses  of  his  labors.  And  the  committee  confidently  be- 
lieve, that  such  proof  can  never  be  obliterated  by  such  sweep- 
ing declarations,  let  them  emanate  from  what  source  they  may. 

The  fourth  is  in  the  following  passage: 

"The  expenditures  purporting  to  have  been  made  under  au- 
thority of  these  resolutions,  during  the  years  1831  and  1832, 
were  about  ^80,000." 

This,  too,  is  another  misstatement.  The  expenditures  pur- 
porting to  be  made  under  these  resolutions  during  the  years 
1831  and  1832  were,  as  will  be  explained  in  this  report,  exactly 
$48,287  90. 

The  fifth  is — "That  publications  have  been  prepared  and  ex- 
tensively circulated,  containing  the  grossest  invectives  against 
the  officers  of  the  government;  and  the  money  which  belongs  to 
the  stockholders  and  to  the  public,  has  been  freely  applied  in 
efforts  to  degrade,  in  public  estimation,  those  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  instrumental  in  resisting  the  wishes  of  this  grasp- 
ing and  dangerous  institution." 

"The  fact  has  been  recently  disclosed,  that  an  unlimited  dis- 
cretion has  been,  and  is  now,  vested  in  the  president  of  the  bank 
to  expend  its  funds  in  payment  for  preparing  and  circulating  ar- 
ticles, and  purchasing  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  calculated 
by  their  contents  to  operate  on  elections  and  secure  a  renewal 
of  its  charter." 

Here  are  two  mistakes.  It  is  not  true  that  any  "publications 
have  been  prepared  and  extensively  circulated  containing  the 
grossest  invectives  against  the  officers  of  the  government." 
Nor  is  it  true  that  any  power  is  vested  in  the  president  "for  pre- 
paring and  circulating  articles,  and  purchasing  pamphlets  and 
newspapers,  calculated  by  their  contents  to  operate  on  elections 
and  secure  a  renewal  of  its  charter."  No  such  power  is  given, 
and  no  such  power  is  exercised. 

The  power  actually  given  which  has  been  exercised,  and  will 
continue  to  be  exercised,  is  for  the  defence  of  the  bank  against 
the  calumnies  with  which  for  four  years,  the  institution  has  been 
pursued. 

The  sixth  is — "The  fact  that  the  bank  controls,  and  in  some 
cases  substantially  owns — and  by  its  money  supports,  some  of 
the  leading  presses  of  the  country,  is  now  more  citearly  under- 
stood." 

This  whole  allegation  is  denied. 

The  bank  does  not  now  control,  and  never  did  control  any 
press  whatever — the  bank  does  not  own.  and  never  did  own  any 
press — the  bank  does  not  now  support,  nor  did  it  ever  support, 
by  its  money,  any  press.  Created  for  the  purpose  of  giving  aid 
to  every  branch  of  industry,  it  has  not  presumed  to  proscribti 
the  conductors  of  the  press  from  their  share  of  the  accommo- 
dation due  to  their  capital  and  industry.  Of  the  extent  and  tht 
security  of  these  loans  the  directors  claim  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  judging. 
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The  course  of  this  inquiry  has  now  brought  the  committee  to 
the  second  paper  rcCerred  to  Iheiii  hy  tiie  board  signed  by  the; 
government  directors.  It  appeurs  from  tlieir  report  tliat  the 
president  of  tlie  United  Stales  addressed  a  letter  to  ibem,  "di 
lectin;;  them  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  exptiise  account 
of  (lie  bank  of  the  United  Stales  for  tlje  last  two  years,"  and 
paiticulaily  "that  portion  which  embraced  expenditures  calcu- 
lated to  operate  on  the  elections" — which  examination  they 
state  "undoubtedly  present  circumstances  which  in  our  opinion 
warrant  the  belief  you  have  been  l(;d  to  entertain."  This  as- 
sertion of  a  rij^ht  in  the  president  of  the  Uniti;d  States  to  inquire 
into  the  expenses  of  the  bank,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  wliether 
any  money  was  expended  which  might  directly  or  indirectly 
interfere  with  his  own  personal  election,  is  alike  novel  and  un- 
tenable. His  autliority,  as  we  have  seen,  is  limited  to  the  pow- 
er of  issuing  a  scire  facias.  But  in  no  part  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  in  no  law  of  this  country  is  there  found  any  power  in  the 
presiii(;nt  to  interfere  in  tiie  internal  concerns  of  tiie  institution, 
or  to  direct  secret  investigations.  I3vit  that  which  they  regard 
with  surprise  and  rejiret  is,  that  these  directors,  having  such  a 
commission  to  execute  from  the  president,  never  communicat- 
ed the  fact  to  their  colleagues,  nor  to  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
and  while  these  ot^icers  were  giving  to  them  the  freest  and  most 
unreserved  access  to  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  and 
whiie  their  colleagues  were  sitting  in  perfect  confidence  by 
their  sides,  neither  thof--e  officers  nor  the  directors  had  the  re- 
motest suspicion  of  this  ollicial  investigation  into  their  conduct, 
begun  m-arly  two  months  bef«>re  under  orders  of  the  president 
— until  they  read  it  in  the  newspapers.  When  at  the  meeting 
of  the  hoard,  after  its  publication,  the  subject  was  introduced, 
one  of  the  government  directors  in  effect  acknowledged  that 
they  had  purposely  concealed  tiieir  object,  lest  if  their  col- 
leagues had  been  awart;  of  it,  they  would  not  have  permitted  it. 
What  the  committee  deem  therefore  a  subject  of  just  com- 
plaint, is  the  want  of  candor  in  thus  trying  their  colleagues, 
without  apprizing  tliem  that  they  were  on  trial,  or  giving  them 
any  chance  of  knowing  or  answering  the  charges  made  against 
them  by  the  president. 

The  report  itself  bears  manifest  evidence  of  the  haste  with 
which  it  was  prepared.  Thus  "we  proceeded,"  say  they,  "to 
look  into  such  of  the  vouchers  on  which  they  are  founded  as 
we  had  time  and  opportunity  to  do."  They  state  that  they 
would  have  sent  copies  of  these  vouchers,  but  "the  time  and 
labor  necessary  for  this  niode  would  have  prevented  our  resort- 
ing to  it  at  present."  When  the  truth  is,  that  a  few  hours  of 
tranquil  industry,  would  have  enabled  them  to  copy  every  word 
of  these  vouchers. 

Again  they  say,  "we  were  obliged  to  depend  on  our  own  par- 
tial inquiries.  The  errors  of  this  partial  and  hasty  inquiry  the 
committee  will  now  proceed  to  notice. 

1st.  The  first  impression  attempted  to  be  made  is  that,  what- 
ever is  here  stated  are  discoveries  of  things  hitherto  concealed, 
and  which  now  see  the  light  in  consequence  of  their  exertions. 
Thus  they  speak  of  the  expenditures  "discovered  by  us,"  and 
of  their  "investigations,"  that  they  requested  a  particular  state- 
ment from  the  board,  which  "request  was  not  complied  with," 
and  they  were  "obliged  to  depend  on  their  own  partial  inqui- 
ries." And,  finally,  they  say  with  an  air  of  despondency,  "we 
must  infer  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  board  when  our  re- 
solutions were  submitted  to  them,  that  a  more  exact  statement 
can  only  be  obtained  by  an  agent  directly  authorised  by  the 
executive."  Nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  than  such  an  im- 
pression. No  one  concealed — no  one  desired  to  conceal — no 
one  could  conceal  this  wliole  matter.  The  resolutions  of  the 
board  were  on  the  minutes — the  expenses  under  them  were  all 
recorded  in  a  book,  the  vouchers  all  referred  to  by  number  in 
that  book,  and  all  of  them — minutes — expense  book  and  vouch- 
ers were  always  to  be  seen  and  examined  by  the  directors, 
so  that  the  whole  process  of  discovery  was  to  ask  for  the  books 
and  vouchers,  and  to  receive  them.  In  the  same  spirit,  they 
remark  that,  "the  expense  account,  as  made  up  in  the  book 
which  was  submitted  to  us,  contained  very  little  information 
relative  to  the  partifulars  of  this  expenditure,  and  we  were 
obliged,  in  order  to  obtain  them,  to  resort  to  an  inspection  of 
the  vouchers."  What  did  these  directors  expect  in  an  expense 
book?  This  book  contains  the  name  of  the  party,  the  sum  paid, 
and  the  number  of  the  voucher  which  supports  it;  and  the 
voucher  is  at  hand  to  verify  it:  If  they  meant  that  each  item  of 
each  account  should  be  copied  iittn  tl.is  expense  book  they 
mean  that  which  no  expense  account  ever  did  contain,  or  ever 
ought  to  contain;  and  the  objection  shows'only  the  spirit  in  which 
the  inquiry  was  conducted. 

9d.  Another  efl^ort  is  to  mnke  it  appenr  that  these  expendi- 
tures were  exclusively  at  the  'lauk  in  Philadelphia,  leaving  of 
course  the  inference  open,  tl:;it  the  expenditures  at  the  branches 
might  be  in  the  same  proportion.  "All  expenditures  of  this 
hind,"  say  the  committee,  "introduced  into  the  expense  ac- 
count, and  dist-overed  by  us,  we  found  to  be,  so  far  as  regai:ds 
the  institution  in  this  city,  embraced  under  the  head  of  station- 
ary and  priming." 

Now  the  truth  is,  that  these  expenses  were  not  confined  to 
Philadelphia,  hut  embraced  all  the  United  States.  The  expense 
book  showed,  and  the  vouchers  proved,  thatthe^e  expenditures 
were  made  in  various  and  remote  parts  of  tiie  union — a  fact  too 
apparent  to  escape  immediate  observation. 

3d.  The  next  misrepresentation  is  this;  after  quoting  the  re- 
solutions,  they   proceed — "fn   pursuance,   it   is   presumed   of 
these  resolutions,  the  item  of  stationary  and  priating  was  in- 
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creased,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  1831,  to  the  enormous 

sum  of,|39,979  92. 

Now  it  appears  on  the  very  face  of  the  expense  account,  that 
the  increase  to  this  enormous  sum,  so  far  from  having  been  oc- 
casioned by  these  resolutions,  was  caus(;d  by  the  purchase  of 
large  quantities  of  paper  and  engravings  for  bank  notes,  and  by 
the  supply  of  common  stationery  lor  the  bank. 

The  enormous  sum  in  question  was  $-29,979  92.  This  con- 
sisted of  the  following  items. 

Common  stationary, 

Printing  blank  forms  and  rules,        .  . 

Books,        ..... 

Newspapers,  .... 

Engraving  bank  notes. 

Paper,  ..... 

Silk  for  making  paper. 

Sheeting  for  do.  .  . 

Silks  for  do. 

Silks  for  do. 


Subscription  to  the  cofTee  house, 


Printing  and  circulating  Mr.  Gallatin\3 

book  on  banking,        .  ,  ^3,041  23 

Do.  Smith  and  M'Duffie,        .  .     2,512  06 

Reviews  and   address  to   legislatures 
and  miscellaneous  items,  .  9,848  21 


$1,080  32 
.   443  76 

267  68 
.   179  91 
4,178  37 
.   300  00 
2,886  67 
.  1,421  94 
2,121  64 
.   788  13 
10  00 

|13,678  43 


$16,301  50 
So  that  this  enormous  increase  was  occasioned  in  a  great  de- 
gree, by  having  a  new  set  of  bank  notes  prepared  and  engraved, 
amountiug  to  11,696  75 — and  moreover  nearly  one  half  of  this 
enormous  increase  has  no  relation  to  the  expenses  to  vvbicli  it 
is  meant  to  ascribe  it. 

4th.  The  next  is,  that  among  the  expenditures  noted,  ig  one 
of  $1,447  75,  for  printing  "agreeably  to  order  and  letter  from 
John  Sergeant,  esq."  The  gratuitous  introduction  of  the  name 
of  this  gentleman  is  obviously  designed  to  connect  his  agency 
with  some  political  purpose.  But  there  is  not  the  slighest  foun- 
dation for  it.  The  fact  itself  was  known  to  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation in  1832,  and  although  urged  to  make  the  same  use  of 
it  as  is  now  attempted,  they  had  too  much  sense  of  justice  and 
honor  to  employ  it.  The  truth  is  this.  Early  in  the  year  1831, 
while  Mr.  Sergeant  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors,  he 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wilson,  a  very  respectable  printer, 
in  Steubenville;  proposing  to  reprint  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
Smith  and  McDutfie,  about  the  hank.  Mr.  Sergeant  present- 
ed the  letter  to  the  ofliicer  of  the  bank,  who  was  charged 
by  the  board  with  the  multiplication  of  these  reports,  and 
was  requested  by  him  to  apprise  Mr.  Wilson,  that  he  might 
print  a  certain  number  of  copies.  He  did  so.  In  sending  his 
account,  as  he  had  not  communicated  with  any  officer  of  the 
bank,  he  referred  to  his  authority  to  do  the  work,  as  having 
come  through  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  thus  the  receipt  stands.  So 
that  the  whole  agency  of  Mr.  Sergeant  was  to  answer  an  appli- 
cation to  him  as  a  director,  from  a  printer,  to  print  some  reports 
of  committees  of  congress,  and  other  documents  on  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank. 

5th.  The  next  is,  the  effort  to  make  it  appear  that  all  the  ex- 
penses reported,  had  been  made  to  influence  public  elections. 
This  is  not  expressly  asserted,  hut  it  is  so  stated  as  inevitably 
to  convey  that  impression.  Thus  they  say,  "we  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient at  present  to  confine  our  investigations  to  that  portion 
which  embraced  expenditures  calculated  to  operate  on  the 
elections.  All  expenditures  of  this  kind,  introduced  into  the 
expense  account  and  discovered  by  us,  we  found  to  be,  so  far 
as  regards  the  institution  in  this  city,  embraced  under  the  head 
of  stationary  and  printing.  To  it,  therefore,  we  chiefly  direct- 
ed," &c.  Sic. 

Then  follows  a  list  of  expenses,  all  of  which  it  is  Intended  to 
represent  as  calculated  to  influence  elections.  Thus  in  the  case 
just  cited,  they  proclaim  the  enormous  sum  of  $29,979  92,  which 
they  presume  to  have  been  expended  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solutions, and  of  course   as  having  a  bearing  on  elections 

Now  we  have  just  seen,  that  of  this  whole  $29,000,  more  than 
$13,000  were  for  bank  notes  and  miscella'.ieous  stationary,  that 
$3,941  23  was  for  Mr.  Gallatin's  book  on  currency,  which 
could  have  no  possible  connection  with  elections;  that  $2,500 
were  for  reprinting  Mr.  McDufRe's  and  general  Smith's  reports, 
which  congress  itself  had  reprinted  in  unusual  numbers,  and 
that  of  the  whole  remaining  sum  of  $10,000  for  miscellaneous 
expenses,  none  could  be  spent  on  elections  from  the  simple 
fact  that  in  this  first  half  year  of  1831,  no  elections  of  any  kind  in 
which  the  bank  could,  by  any  possibility,  have  an  interest,  were 
impending  for  eighteen  months  to  come,  or  even  in  remote  agi- 
tation; yet  this  report  would  convey,  to  the  majority  of  readers, 
the  belief  that  the  whole  of  the  $29,000  were  lavished  upon  elec- 
tions. 

But  the  most  signal  error  is  reserved  for  the  last. 
They  say,  "it  appears  by  the  expense  account  of  the  bank 
for  the  years  1831  and  1832,  that  upwards  ot  $80,000  were  ex- 
pended and  charged  under  the  head  of  stationary  and  printing 
during  that  period;  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  was  paid 
to  the  proprietors  of  newspapers  and  periodical  journals;  and 
for  the  printing,  distrihatif)n  and  postage  of  immense  numbers 
of  pamphlets  and  newspapers,"  &c.  Now  it  is  true  that  the 
expense  of  printing  and  ptntior.arv  for  thosf  two  years  was  up- 
wards of  $50,000,  but  by  ufcing  the  vague  phrases  of  a  "large 
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proportion"  and  "innmense  numbers,"  the  impression  convey- 
ed to  the  mind  is,  that  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  tiiis 
amount,  must  have  been  disbursed  for  the  object  to  which  the 
president  objects;  and  accordingly  the  president,  in  his  paper, 
states  in  so  many  woids,  that  "the  expenditures  purporting  to 
have  been  made  under  authority  of  these  resolutions,  during 
the  years  1831  and  1832,  were  about  $'80,000,"  and  thus  the 
misstatement  insinuated  in  the  report,  becomes  declared  in  the 
manifesto. 

Now  these  directors  must   have   perceived    that  of  these 
^80,0000, 

There  were  paid  for  making  and  printing  bank  notes  ^24,591  96 
For  printing  blank  forms  and  other  necessary  papers  1,848  08 
For  books  and  stationary  6,053  88 

For  various  miscellaneous  expenses  653  25 


Making  a  total  of  $33,593  76 

So  that  at  once  more  than  thirty  three  thousand  dollars  of  the 
eighty  thousand  arc  shown  to  have  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  matter  of  this  reproach. 

It  is  moreover  to  be  observed  that  the  committee  of  investi 
gation  of  1832,  examined  the  subject — had  this  very  expense 
book  before  them;  remark  in  their  report  the  increase  of  the  ex- 
pense of  printing,  but  it  may  be  presumed  that  neither  they, 
nor  any  other  authority,  till  now,  thought  such  a  subject  worthy 
of  being  pursued. 

Having  thus  exposed  the  errors  of  this  report,  the  committee 
will  briefly  state  the  facts  in  regard  to  these  disbursements. 

The  course  adopted  by  the  bank  has  been  simple,  plain  and 
avowed.     It  is  this: 

The  bank  of  the  United  States,  like  every  other  bank,  derives 
much  of  its  advantages  from  its  credit,  and  its  general  reputa- 
tion for  solvency;  and  the  directors  are  therefore,  bound  by  otfi- 
cial  as  well  as  personal  considerations  to  remove  unfounded 
prejudices,  and  to  repel  injurious  calumnies  on  the  institution 
entrusted  to  their  care. 

Soon  after  the  first  message  to  congress,  issued  by  the  signer 
of  the  present  paper,  it  became  necessary   to  counteract  the 
schemes  for  the  destruction  of  the  bank  by  the  diffusion  of  in 
telligence  among  the  people.     Accordingly,  the  following  reso- 
lutions have  been  adopted  by  the  board. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  "the  president  submitted  to 
the  board  a  copy  of  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  just  pub 
lisiied  in  the  American  Quarterly  Review  of  this  city,  con- 
taining a  favorable  notice  of  this  infriitntion,  and  suggested  the 
expeiiiency  of  maUina  the  views  of  the  author  more  extensive- 
ly known  to  the  public  than  they  can  be  by  means  of  the  sub- 
scription list — whereupon  it  was  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  authorised  to  take  such  mea- 
sures in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  th«;  contents  of  the  said  ar- 
ticle, either  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  as  he  may  deem  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  bank. 

On  the  1 1th  of  March,  1831,  "the  president  stated  to  the  board 
that,  in  conserpience  of  the  general  desire  expressed  by  the 
directors  at  one  of  their  meetings  of  the  last  year,  subsequent 
to  the  adjournment  of  congress,  and  a  verbal  understanding 
with  the  board,  measures  liad  been  taken  by  him  in  the  course 
of  that  year,  for  printing  numerous  copies  of  the  reports  of  gene- 
ral Smith,  and  Mr.  McDuffie,  on  the  subject  of  this  bank,  and 
for  widely  disseminating  their  contents  through  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  had  since,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  given 
him  by  a  resolution  of  this  board,  adopted  on  the  30th  day  of 
November  last,  caused  a  large  addition  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  essay 
on  banks  and  currency,  to  be  published  and  circulated  in  like 
manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  bank.  He  suggested,  at  the  same 
time  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  extending  still  more  wide- 
ly a  knowledge  of  the  concerns  of  this  institution,  by  means  of 
the  republication  of  other  valuable  articles,  which  had  issued 
from  the  daily  and  periodical  press. 
Whereupon  it  was,  on  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  president  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  circulated;  such  documents  and  papers  as 
may  communicate  to  the  people  information  in  regard  to  the  na- 
ture and  operations  of  the  haiik.'' 

And  finally  on  the  16th  of  August,  1833,  the  following  reso- 
lution:— 

"Resolved,  That  the  board  have  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  integrity  of  the  president,  and  in  the  propriety  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  and  11th  of  March, 
1831 — and  entertain  a  full  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
newed attention  to  the  objects  of  the  resolutions;  and  that  the 
president  be  authorised  and  requested  to  continue  his  exertions 
for  the  promotion  of  said  objects." 

The  resolutions  of  1830  and  1831,  were  passed  openly  and 
unanimously  by  the  board,  the  two  government  directors  who 
attended  concurring  in  them — and  they  have  been  carried  into 
effect  without  the  least  reserve  or  secrecy.  The  form  of  the 
resolution  was  the  same  as  that  adopted  on  a  kindred  fsiibject — 
the  arrest  of  counterfeiters— a  short  time  previous,  on  23d  of 
October,  1830. 

'■'Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  bank  be  authorised  to 
take  whatever  measures  he  may  think  proper  for  the  discovery 
and  arrest  of  counterfeiters  of  the  notes  and  drafts,  and  to  in- 
cur such  expenses  from  time  to  time  in  effecting  that  object  as 
he  may  deem  useful  or  necessary. 

The  expenses  incurred,  as  stated  in  the  expense  account,  in 
executing  these  resolutions,  from  December,  1829,  when  the 
first  assault  was  made  on  the  bank  by  the  president  to  the  pre- 


sent time,  running  thronch  the  years  1829,  1830,  1831,  1832  and 
1833,  amount  to  f  58,285  05,  making  an  average  for  the  last  four 
years  of  ,'fj;14,583  76,  a  year. 

During  that  period,  the  total  expenses  under  the  head  of  print- 
ing and  stationary,  amounted  to  $105,057  73 
of  which  the  proportion  for  the  defence 

of  the  bank  was  $58,255  04 

And  for  the  miscellaneous  expenses  of 

books  and  stationary  46.7S2  69 

— $105,057  73 

This  will  be  seen  more  perspicuously  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Printing  and  cir-  Speeches  in  congress 

culating    reports  and    other  misceUa-  Books  and 

to  congress.  neous  puhlications.  stationary, 

$5,085  67                        $2,291  47  $6,704  33 

2,650  97                         19,057  56  21,496  26 

4,395  63                         22,183  74  12,098  57 

2.600  00  6,473  53 


1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 


$12,132  27 


$46,792  69 


$46,132  77 

So  that  the  general  result  is,  that  within  four  years  past  the 
bank  has  been  obliged  to  incur  an  expense  of  $58,000  to  defend 
itself  against  injurious  misrepresentations. 

This  has  been  done  with  regret  that  it  should  be  necessary,  but 
with  the  strongest  conviction  of  its  propriety,  and  without  the 
slightest  wish  either  to  disavow  or  conceal  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  bank  asserts  its  clear  right  to  defend  itself  equally 
against  those  who  circulate  false  statements,  and  those  who  cir- 
culate false  notes.  Its  sole  object,  in  either  case,  is  self  de- 
fence. It  cannot  suffer  itself  to  be  calumniated  down,  and  the 
interests  confided  to  its  care  sacrificed  by  falsehoods.  A  war 
of  unexampled  violence  has  been  waged  against  the  bank.  The 
institution  defends  itself.  Its  assailants  are  what  are  called  po- 
liticians, and  when  statements  which  they  cannot  answer,  are 
presented  to  the  country,  they  reproach  the  bank  with  interfer- 
ing in  politics.  As  these  assaults,  too,  are  made  at  the  period 
of  public  elections;  the  answers  of  the  bank  must  of  course  fol- 
low at  the  same  time;  and  thus,  because  these  politicians  assail 
the  bank  on  the  eve  of  elections,  unless  the  institution  stands 
ninte,  it  is  charged  with  interfering  in  politics  and  influencing 
elections.  The  bank  has  never  interfered  in  the  slightest  degree 
in  politics,  and  never  influenced  or  sought  to  influence  elec- 
tions, but  it  will  not  be  deterred  by  the  menaces  or  clamors  of 
politicians,  from  executing  its  duty  in  defending  itself.  Of  the 
time  and  manner  and  degree  and  expense  connected  with  this 
service,  the  board  of  directors  claim  to  be  the  sole  and  exclusive 
judges.  Whether  the  defence  is  too  costly,  is  for  the  stockhold- 
ers, whose  interests  are  sustained  by  it,  to  decide;  but  certainly, 
the  assailants  themselves  have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  ex- 
penses they  have  occasioned.  Their  own  duty  in  the  full  pro- 
portion which  may  be  needed  for  defending  the  institution  en- 
trusted to  them,  the  board  of  directors  will  cheerfully  and  zea- 
lously perform. 

The  committee  conclude  this  examination  by  offering,  as  the 
result  of  their  reflections,  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  public  funds  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  effected,  is  a  violation  of  the  contract 
between  the  government  and  the  bank — and  that  the  president 
be  instructed  to  present  a  memorial  to  congress  requesting  that 
redress  should  be  afforded  for  the  wrong  which  has  been  done 
to  the  inslftution. 

—->►►©  ®  ®^— 

REMOVAI,  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the   removal  of  the 

public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States — made  to 

botli  houses  of  congress,  Dec.  4th,  1833. 

Treasury  department,  December  3d,  1833. 

Sir: — In  pursuance  of  the  power  reserved  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  by  the  act  of  congress,  entitled,  "an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,"  I 
liave  directed,  that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  .•^hail  not  be  made  in  the  said  bank,  or  branches  thereof, 
but  in  certain  state  banks,  which  have  been  designated  for  that 
purpose.  And  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before;  congress  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  me  to  give  this  order  and  direction. 

The  si.\tecnth  section  of  the  law  above  mentioned,  is  in  the 
following  words:  "And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  deposites 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the  said 
bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in 
said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct,  in  which  case 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or 
direction." 

It  has  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudications,  that  a  charter 
cranted  by  a  state  to  a  corporation  like  that  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  contract  between  the  sovereisrnty  which 
grantH  it,  and  the  stockholders.  The  same  principles  must  ap- 
ply to  a  charter  granted  by  the  United  Slates,  and  consequently 
the  act  incorporating  the  bank  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  contract 
between  the  United  States  of  the  one  part  and  the  stockholders 
of  the  other;  and  by  the  plain  terms  of  this  conttnct,  as  con- 
tained in  the  section  above  quoted,  the  stockholders  have 
agreed,  that  the  power  reserved  to  the  secretary  over  the  dcpo- 
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■  ites  sliall  not  be  restricted  to  any  particular  contiiigeiicios,  but 
be  absolute  and  uiicondilioiial  as  far  a.s  llieir  interests  are  in- 
volved in  the  removal.  Tlie  order,  tlierefore,  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  direclinmho  pulilic  money  to  be  deposited  else- 
wliere,  can  in  no  event  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  stockholders,  nor  impair  any  right  secuied  to 
them  by  the  charter. 

The  treasury  department  being  entrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  the  country,  it  was  always  the  duty 
of  the  secretary,  in  the  absence  of  any  legislalive  provision  on 
the  subject,  to  take  caretliat  the  public  money  was  deposit»;d  in 
safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agenliJ,  and  in  convenient 
places,  ready  to  be  applied  according  to  the  wants  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  law  incorporating  the  bank  has  reserved  to 
him,  in  its  full  extent,  the  power  he  before  possessed.  It  does 
not  confer  on  him  a  new  power,  but  reserves  to  bin)  his  former 
authority,  without  any  new  limitation.  The  ol)ligation  to  as- 
sign the  reasons  for  his  direction  to  deposite  the  money  of  the 
United  States  elsewhere,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  lestriction 
of  the  povver,  because  the  right  of  the  secretary  to  designate 
the  place  of  deposite  was  always  necessarily  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  congress.  And  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  presides 
over  one  of  the  executive  departments  of  the  government,  and 
his  power  over  this  subject  forms  a  part  of  the  executive  duties 
of  his  office,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exercised  must  be  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  ilie  officer  to  whom  the  constitution 
has  confided  liie  whole  executive  power,  and  has  required  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

The  fiiith  of  the  United  States  is,  however,  pledged,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  section  above  stated,  tliat  the  public 
money  shall  be  deposited  in  this  bank,  unless  "the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct."  And  as  this 
agreement  has  been  etitered  into  by  congress,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  the  place  of  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by  a 
legislative  act,  without  disregarding  a  pledge,  which  the  legisla- 
ture has  given;  and  the  money  of  the  United  States  must  there- 
fore continue  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  until  the  last  hour  of 
its  existence,  unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  authori- 
ty mentioned  in  the  charter.  The  power  over  the  place  of  de- 
posite for  the  public  money  would  seem  properly  to  belong  to 
the  legislative  department  of  the  government,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  why  the  authority  to  withdraw  it  from  this  bank  was 
confided  exelusively  to  the  executive.  But  the  terms  of  the 
charier  appear  to  be  too  plain  to  admit  of  question:  and  although 
congress  should  be  satisfied  that  the  public  money  was  not  safe 
in  the  care  of  the  bank,  or  should  be  convinced  that  the  inter 
osts  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  imperiously  demanded 
the  rpuioval,  yet  the  passage  of  a  law  directing  it  to  be  done, 
would  be  a  breach  of  the  agreement  into  which  they  have  en- 
tered. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  charter  to 
the  bank,  it  must  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
vyithdraw  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  that  institu- 
tion, whenever  the  change  would  in  any  degree  promote  the 
public  interest.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  d<!posites  should  be 
unsafe  in  order  to  justify  the  removal.  The  authority  to  re- 
move is  not  limited  to  such  a  contingency.  The  bank  may  be 
perfectly  solvent,  and  prepared  to  meet  promptly  all  demands 
upon  it.  It  may  have  been  faithful  in  the  perlni  inance  of  its 
duties,  aiul  yet  the  public  interest  may  require  the  deposites  to 
be  withdrawn.  And  a?,  that  cannot  be  done  without  the  action 
of  this  department,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  would  betray 
the  trust  confided  to  him,  if  he  did  not  cause  the  deposites  to  be 
made  elsewhere,  whenever  the  charge  would  advance  the  pub- 
lic interests,  or  public  convenience.  The  safety  of  the  depo 
sites — the  ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  it<!  engagements— its  fide- 
Jity  in  the  performance  of  its  obligation-^ — are  only  a  part  of  the 
considerations  by  which  his  judgment  must  l)c  guided.  The 
general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people  must  regulate 
his  conduct. 

This  principle  was  distinctly  asserted  by  Mr.  Crawford  when 
he  was  secretary  of  the  treasury,  soon  after  the  bank  obtained 
its  charter.  In  a  postcript  to  his  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
Mechanics'  bank  of  New  York,  dated  February  13th,  1817,  he 
says:  "the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  always  be  disposed  to 
support  the  ciedit  of  the  state  banks,  and  will  invariably  direct 
transfers  fr«m  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  in  aid  of  their 
legitimate  exertions  to  maintain  their  credit.  But  as  the  pro- 
po.'sition  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  excludes  the  idea  of 
pressure  on  its  part,  no  measure  of  that  nature  appears  to  be 
necessary  at  this  time."  Other  passages  in  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Crawford  with  the  banks,  about  the  period  above  men- 
tioned inight  he  referred  to,  equally  indicating  the  same  opinion; 
and  at  that  day  no  doubt,  seems  to  have  been  entertained  of  the 
power  or  of  tlie  duty  of  the  secretary  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  then  even  suggested,  that  the 
right  of  removal  depended  on  the  solvency  of  the  hank,  or 
the  safety  of  the  public  money  committed  to  its  custody.  On 
the  contrary,  in  the  passage  above  quoted,  the  superior  safety 
of  the  state  banks  is  by  no  means  regarded  as  necessary  to  give 
liim  the  right  to  make  the  transfer  to  them. 

For  he  declares  that  he  will  give  the  deposites  to  the  state 
banks,  on  account  of  their  weakness,  and  to  protect  them  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  if  by  means  of  its  superior 
strength,  it  sought  to  oppress  them.  Nor  can  any  distinction  be 
taken  between  the  transfer  of  a  part,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
whole  sum,  remaining  on  deposite.  Tlie  langnage  of  the  char- 
ter recognises  no  such  distinction,  and  the   principles  asserted 


by  Mr.  Crawford,  would  have  Jed  liim  to  the  removal  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  public  money  to  the  state  banks,  if  a  pres- 
sure on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  rendered 
such  a  measure  neces^ary,in  oider  to  support  the  state  bankij  in 
their  legitimate  exertions  lo  maintain  their  credit. 

The  language  of  the  law  tln'reloic,  and  the  usage  and  j»rac- 
tice  of  the  government  under  it,  ebiabli?:!!  the  follow  ing  princi- 
ples. 

1st.  That  the  power  of  removal  was  intended  to  bo  reserved 
exclusively  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  that  according 
to  the  stipulations  in  tin;  charter,  congress  could  not  direct  it  to 
be  done. 

2d.  That  the  power  reserved  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
does  not  depend  for  its  exercise  merely  on  the  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  nor  upon  the  fidelity  with 
which  it  has  conducted  itself;  but  he  has  the  right  lo  remove 
the  deposites,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  them,  whenever  the 
public  interest  or  convenience  will  be  promoted  by  the  change. 
Taking  these  two  principles  as  unquestionable,  I  proceed  to 
slate  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  believe  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  should  cease  lo  be  the  depository  of 
the  public  money. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire,  accordinj:  to  the  existing 
law  on  the  subject,  on  the  third  of  March,  183G;  and  for  two 
years  after  the  termination  of  the  charter,  it  is  authorized  to 
use  the  corporate  name  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale 
and  disposition  of  their  estate — but  not  for  any  other  purpose. 
1 1  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  departments  of  the  government  lo 
exercise  the  powers  conferred  on  them,  and  to  regulate  the  dis- 
cretion confided  to  them,  according  to  the  existing  laws  and 
they  cannot  be  allowed  to  speculate  on  the  chances  of  future 
clianges  by  the  legislative  authority. 

Perhaps  there  may  be  cases,  in  which  the  discrfjtion  vested 
in  an  executi're  department  might  with  propriety  be  in  somo 
degree  infiueirced  by  the  expectation  ol  future  legislation.  But 
they  must  be  cases  in  which  the  principles  of  justice,  or  the 
public  interest  manifestly  call  for  an  alteration  of  the  law,  or 
where  some  expression  of  the  public  opinion  has  strongly  indi- 
cated that  a  change  will  probably  be  made.  But  where  nothing 
of  this  kind  exists,  an  executive  oflicer  of  the  goverment  is  not 
autliorised  to  regulate  a  discretion,  which  the  I.tw  has  entrust- 
ed to  him,  upon  the  assumption  that  the  law  will  be  changed.  • 
In  deciding  upon  the  course  which  it  was  my  duty  to  pursue 
in  relation  to  the  deposites,  I  did  not  feci  myself  justified  in  an- 
ticipating the  renewal  of  tlie  character  on  either  of  the  above 
mentioned  grounds.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  bank  has  no 
claim  to  renewal,  founded  on  the  justice  of  congress.  For,  in- 
dependently of  the  many  serious  and  insurmountable  objec- 
tions, which  its  own  conduct  has  furnished,  it  cannot  bo  sup- 
posed that  the  grant  to  this  corporation  of  exclusive  privileges, 
at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  for  twenty  years, 
can  give  it  a  right  to  demand  the  still  further  enjoyment  of  its 
profitable  monopoly.  Neither  could  I  act  upon  the  assuiription 
that  the  public  interest  required  the  rechartcr  of  the  bank,  be- 
cause I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the  law  which  created  this 
corporation,  in  many  of  its  provisions,  is  not  warratiti'd  by  the 
constitution,  and  that  the  existence  of  such  a  powerful  moneyed 
nronopoly,  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  lo  the 
purity  of  oirr  political  institutions. 

The  manifestations  of  public  opinion,  instead  of  being  favor- 
able to  a  renewal,  have  been  decidedly  to  the  contrary,  And  I 
have  always  regarded  the  result  of  the  last  election  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  as  the  declaration  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  that  the  charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  state  here,  what  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  The 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  introduced  into  the  , 
election  by  the  corpoiation  itself.  Its  voluntary  application  to 
congress  for  Die  renewal  of  its  charter  four  years  before  it  expir" 
ed,  and  upon  the  eve  of  the  election  of  president  was  under 
stood  on  all  sides  as  bringing  forward  that  question  for  inciden- 
tal decision,  at  the  then  approaching  election.  It  was  accord- 
ingly argued  on  both  sides,  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people, 
and  their  verdict  pronounced  against  the  bank,  by  the  election 
of  the  candidate  who  was  known  to  liave  been  always  inflexi- 
bly opposed  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  could  not  have  been  justified, 
upon  either  of  the  grounds  above  mentioned,  in  anticipating 
any  change  in  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  bank;  and  as 
the  act  of  congress  which  created  the  corporation,  Innits  its  du- 
ration to  the  third  of  March,  1836,  it  became  my  duty,  as  secre 
lary  of  the  treasury,  in  executing  the  trust  confided  to  me,  tin- 
der the  law,  to  look  to  that  period  of  time  as  the  termination  of 
its  corporate  exi.-stence.  I  had  no  sufficient  grounds  for  presum- 
ing that  the  law  would  be  altered  in  this  respect,  by  future  le- 
gislation, and  a  new  charter  be  granted  to  the  bank.  It  wa.«, 
therefore,  incumbent  upon  me,  in  discharging  my  official  duties, 
to  act  upon  the  assumption,  that  this  corporation  would  not 
continue  in  being  after  the  lime  above  specified.  And  in  this 
state  of  things,  without  any  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  bank  had  conducted  itself,  it  became  necessary  to  decide, 
whether  the  deposites  ought  lo  remain  in  the  bank  until  the  end 
of  its  corporate  life,  or  be  removed  at  some  earlier  period.  In  ^ 
forming  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  could  only  inquire  which 
of  these  measures  would  most  conduce  lo  the  public  good. 

It  \i  obvious,  that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  not  be 
promoted   by  permitting  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  to 
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continue  in  ihe  bank  until  its  charter  expired.  Judging  from  the 
past,  it  is  higlily  probable  that  tliey  will  always  amount  to  seve- 
ral millions  of  dollars.  It  would  evidently  produce  seiious  in- 
convenience, if  such  a  large  sum  were  left  in  possession  of  the 
bank  until  the  last  moment  of  its  existence;  and  then  be  sud- 
denly withdrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation  is  returning 
upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  depositors  removing 
their  funds  into  oilier  institutions.  Tlie  ability  of  the  bank, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  be  prompt  in  its  paynjents  to  tiie 
government,  may  be  well  doubted,  even  if  the  ultimate  safety 
of  the  deposites  could  be  relied  upon.  Besides  the  principal 
circulating  medium  now  in  llie  hands  of  the  people,  and  the  one 
most  commonly  used  in  the  exchaugi;s  between  distant  places, 
consists  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
numerous  branches.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  present 
amount  of  circulation,  or  its  sudden  depreciation,  before  any 
other  sound  and  convenient  currency  was  substituted  for  it, 
would  certainly  produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  felt 
among  all  classes  of  society. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  superior  credit  heretofore  en- 
joyed by  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  not 
founded  on  any  particular  confidence  in  its  managetnent  or  so- 
iidiiy.  It  was  occasioned  altogether  by  the  agreement  on  be- 
half of  the  public  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  to  receive  them 
in  all  payments  to  ihe  United  Stales;  and  it  was  this  pledge  on 
the  part  of  the  government  which  gave  general  currency  to  the 
notes  payable  at  remote  branches.  The  same  engagement,  in 
favor  of  any  other  moneyed  institution,  would  give  its  notes 
equal  credit,  and  make  them  equally  convenient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce.  But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  will  cease  on  the  M  of  March  18.36,  when  the 
charter  expires:  and  as  soon  as  this  happens,  ail  the  outstanding 
notes  of  the  bank  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess, 
and  the  notes  payable  at  distant  places  become  as  much  depre- 
ciated as  the  notes  of  local  banks.  And  if,  i:i  the  mean  time, 
no  other  currency  is  substituted  in  its  place,  by  common  con- 
sent, it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  embarrassment 
which  would  be  caused  bythe  sudden  derangement  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  It  would  be  too  late  at  that  lime,  to  provide 
a  substitute,  which  would  ward  off  the  evil.  Tlie  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  U.  Stales  in  circulation  on  the  second  of  September 
•last,  which  was  the  date  of  the  latest  return  before  me  when 
the  order  for  removal  was  given,  amounted  to  ^^18, 413,287  07, 
scattered  in  every  part  of  the  United  States.  And  if  a  safe  and 
sound  currency  were  immediately  provided,  on  the  termination 
of  the  charier,  to  take  the  places  of  these  notes,  it  would  still 
require  time  to  bring  it  into  general  use,  and  in  the  interim,  the 
oeople  would  be  subjected  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  losses 
which  necessarily  arise  from  an  unsound  state  of  the  currency. 
The  evil  would  be  so  great  and  the  distress  so  general,  that  it 
might  even  compel  congress,  against  its  wishes,  to  recliarter 
the  bank:  and  perhaps  more  effectual  means  could  hardly  be  de- 
vised for  insuring  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 

It  is  evident  that  a  state  of  things  so  much  to  be  deprecated 
can  only  be  avoided  by  timely  preparation  and  tlie  continuance 
of  the  deposites  can  only  be  justified  by  the  determination  to 
jenew  the  charter.  The  state  banks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  fur- 
nish a  general  circulating  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value,  as 
that  which  has  been  afforded  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Probably  more  so.  For  it  is  well  known,  that  in  some  of  the 
cities,  the  branches  of  the  bank,  have  been  in  the  habit,  when- 
ever they  thought  proper,  of  refusing  to  honor  the  notes  of  their 
own  bank,  payable  at  other  branches,  when  they  were  not  offer- 
ed in  discharge  of  a  debt  due  to  the  United  Stales. — But  a  cur- 
lency  founded  on  the  notes  of  state  hanks  could  not  be  sudden- 
ly substituted  for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  bank  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  take  the  place  of  it  at  the  same  moment,  in 
every  part  of  the  union.  It  is  essentiiil  that  the  change  should 
be  gradual,  and  sufiicient  time  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  it  to 
make  its  way  by  the  ordinary  operations  of  commerce,  without 
jequiring  a  hasty  and  violent  effort. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  to 
suffer  the  deposites  to  remain  in  thebank  of  the  United  States, 
until  the  close  of  its  corporate  existence.  And  as  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn  without  the  action  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, it  must  unavoidably  become  his  duty  at  some  period  of  rime, 
to  exercise  the  power  of  removal.  Laying  aside,  therefore,  for 
the  present,  all  the  considerations  which  the  misconduct  of  the 
4>ank  has  furnished,  the  question  presented  to  this  department 
was,  teow  long  could  the  removal  be  delayed  consistently  with 
the  fvubiic  interest'  It  is  a  question  of  iimeonly.  The  duty 
tqust  be  performed  at  some  period;  and  could  not  be  altogether 
omitted,  without  justly  incurring  a  heavy  responsibility  to  the 
C0mmanity,  for  all  the  consequences  that  might  follow.  And  it 
ss,  I  think,  apparent  that  the  measure  was  delayed  as  long  as 
was  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

The  monthly  statement  of  the  bank,  of  the  second  of  Sept. 
last,  before  referred  to,  shows  that  the  notes  of  the  bank 
and  its  branches  then  in  circulation  amounted  to,118,4l3,-287  07, 
and  that  its  discounts  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $82,653,359  .')9. 
The  immense  circulation  above  slated,  pervading  every  part  of 
the  United  State.^;,  and  most  commonly  used  in  the  business  of 
cotiamerce,  between  distant  places,  must  all  be  withdrawn  from 
circulation,? when  the  charter  expires,  [f  any  of  the  notes  then 
remain  in  the  hands  of  individuals  remote  from  the  branches  at 
which  they  are  payable,  their  immediate  depreciation  will  sub- 
_iect  the  Ijolders  to  certain  loss.    Those  payable  in  the  principal 


commercial  cities,  would  perhaps  retain  neaily  their  nominal 
valuta;  but  this  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  notes  of  tlie  in- 
lerior  branches,  remote  from  the  great  marls  of  trade;  and  the 
titatemenls  of  ttie  bank  will  show  that  a  great  part  of  its  circu- 
lation is  composed  of  notes  of  this  description.  The  bank 
would  seem  to  liave  taken  pains  to  introduce  into  common  u&e 
such  a  descripvion  of  paper,  as  it  couhl  depreciate  or  raise  toils 
par  value,  as  best  suited  its  own  views;  and  ii  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  the  interest  of  the  public,  that  these  notes  should  all 
be  taken  out  of  circulation  before  they  depreciate  in  the  hands 
of  the  individuals  who  hold  Ihem;  and  they  ought  to  be  with- 
drawn gradually,  and  their  places  supplied,  as  they  retire,  by 
the  currency  which  will  become  the  substitute  for  them.  How 
long  will  it  requite  for  the  ordinary  operations  of  commerce, 
and  the  ruduction  of  discounts  by  the  bank,  to  withdraw  ilie 
amount  of  circulation  before  mentioned,  without  givin;.  ashock 
to  the  currency,  or  producing  a  di.-iressing  pressure  upon  the 
community?  1  am  convinced  thai  the  lime  which  remained  for 
the  charier  to  run  afier  the  Isl  October,  (the  day  on  which  the 
first  order  for  removal  took  effect),  was  not  more  than  was  pro- 
per to  accomplish  the  object,  with  safety  to  the  community. 
And  if  it  had  depended  upon  my  judgment,  at  an  earlier  period, 
I  should  have  preferred,  and  should  have  taken  a  longer  lime. 
Enough,  however,  is  yet  left,  provided  no  measures  are  adopt- 
ed by  the  bank,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  inflicting  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing upon  the  country.  A  part,  therefore, Trom  any  considerations 
ariiing  out  of  the  conduct  of  ilie  bank,  and  looking  merely  to 
the  near  approach  of  the  day  when  it  would  cease  to  exist,  the 
withdrawal  of  ihe  deposites  appeared  to  be  required  by  the  pub- 
lic interest,  at  the  lime  when  the  first  order  for  removal  was 
given  by  this  department. 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  ground  taken  in  favor  of  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  at  December  session,  IfcSl.  It  was  then 
urged  that  tlie  short  period  which  yet  remained  of  its  corporate 
existence,  and  the  necessity  of  preparing  to  wind  up  its  con- 
cerns, if  the  charier  was  not  to  be  renewed,  made  it  jiroper  that 
the  question  should  at  once  be  decided.  Very  little  more  than 
half  of  that  time  yet  remains.  And  although  I  do  not  concur 
in  the  opinions  tiien  expressed,  and  believe  that  the  application 
was  ill-timed,  and  premature,  yet  the  arguments  then  relied  on 
by  many  whose  judgment  is  enlilled  to  respect,  atiord  strong 
grounds  for  concluding,  that  the  measure  now  adopted  is  not 
objectionable  on  the  score  of  lime,  and  that  if  the  deposites 
were  not  to  continue  in  the  bank  until  the  termination  of  its 
charter,  their  withdrawal  could  not  with  propriety  be  longer  de- 
layed. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  of  this  subject,  which  in  my 
opinion  made  it  impossible  further  to  postpone  the  removal. 
About  the  first  of  December,  1832,  it  had  been  ascertained  that 
the  present  chief  magistrate  was  re  elected,  an<l  thai  his  deci- 
sion against  the  bank  had  thus  been  sanctioned  b\'  the  people. 
At  that  time  the  discounts  of  ihe  bank  amounted  to  .$61,571,625 
66.  Although  the  issue,  which  the  bank  took  so  much  pains  lo 
frame,  had  now  been  tried,  and  the  decision  pronounced  against 
it,  yet  no  steps  were  taken  to  prepare  for  its  approaching  end. 
On  the  contrary,  it  proceeded  to  enlarge  its  discounts,  and  on 
the  2d  of  Augusij  1833,  they  amounted  to  $64,160,349  14,  being 
an  increase  of  more  than  Iwo  and  a  half  milhons  in  the  eight 
months  iminedialily  following  the  decision  against  them.  And  so 
far  from  preparing  to  arrange  its  affairs,  with  a  view  ta  wind  up 
its  business,  it  seemed  from  this  course  of  conduct,  lo  be  the  de- 
sign of  the  bank  to  put  itself  in  such  an  attitude,  that  at  the  close 
of  its  charter,  the  country  would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  its 
renewal,  or  to  bear  all  the  consequences  of  a-currency  suddenly 
deranged,  and  also  a  severe  pressure  for  the  immense  outstand- 
ing claims  which  would  Ihen  be  due  to  the  corporation.  While 
the  bank  was  thus  proceeding  lo  enlarge  its  discounts,  an  agent 
was  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea.^nry  lo  inquire  upon 
what  terms  the  state  banks  would  undertake  to  perform  the  ser- 
vices to  the  government  vvhiiMi  have  heretofore  been  render- 
ed by  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  and  also  to  ascertain  their 
condition  in  four  of  the  principal  commercial  cities,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  department  to  judge  whether  they  would 
be  safe  and  convenient  depositories  for  the  public  money.  It 
was  deemed  necessary  that  suitable  fiscal  agents  should  be  pre- 
pared in  due  season,  and  it  was  proper  that  time  should  be  al- 
lowed them  to  make  arrangements  with  one  another  throughout 
the  country,  in  order  that  they  might  perforin  their  duties  in 
concert  and  in  a  manner  that  would  be  convenient  and  accepta- 
ble to  the  public.  It  was  essential  that  a  change  so  impoiiant 
in  its  character,  and  so  extensive  in  its  operation  upon  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  couniiy,  should  not  be  introduced 
without  timely  preparation.  There  was  nothing  in  this  pro- 
ceeding nor  in  the  condition  of  the  bank,  which  should  at  that 
time  have  produced  a  sudden  and  entire  change  of  its  policy. 
For,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  receipts  from  bonds  given  on  ac- 
count of  previous  importation,  the  season  was  at  hand  when 
the  cash  duties  on  woollens  might  well  be  expected  to  be  very 
[iroductive,  and  from  these  two  sources  the  receipts  from  the 
customs  were  in  fact  unusually  large,  and  the  amount  of  the 
public  deposites  in  the  bank  proportionably  heavy. 

The  capacity  of  the  bank,  therefore,  at  this  time,  to  afford 
facilities  to  commerce,  was  not  only  equal,  but  greatly  superior 
to  what  it  had  been  for  some  time  before;  and  th«  nature  of  the 
inquiry  made  of  the  state  banks,  confined  as  it  was  to  the  four 
principal  commercial  cities,  sIiowimI  that  the  immediate  with- 
drawal of  the  entire  deposites  from  the  bank,  so  as  to  distress  it, 
was  not  contemplated.    And  if  any  apprehensions  to  the  con- 


NILES'  REGISTER— DEC.  14,  1833- REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES.       261 


trary  were  felt  by  llie  bank,  an  inquiry  at  this  department  would 
no  doubt  have  been  pionipily  and  saiisfaciorily  answered.  And 
certainly,  it  was  the  duly  o(  tin;  bank,  before  it  adopted  a  course 
oppressive  to  llie  whole  country,  to  be  sure  of  the  (ground  on 
which  it  acted.  It  can  never  be  justified  Cor  inflieiing  a  public 
injury,  by  alle{iin!|  mistaken  opinions  ol  its  own,  wiien  the 
means  of  olilaining  information  absolutely  certain,  wore  so 
obviously  within  its  r(!avh.  The  eliaii<;e  was  always  designed 
to  be  gradual:  and  the  conduct  of  tlie  bank  ilselt  has  since  com- 
pelled ine  to  remove  a  portion  of  tiic  deposiies  earlier  than  was 
originally  intciided.  There  was  nothing,  llierefore,  in  the  in- 
quiry before  mentioned,  nor  in  the  views  of  the  executive  de- 
partment, nor  in  the  condition  of  th>;  l)ank,  vvhicli  justified  a 
sudden  and  oppressive  change  in  its  policy. 

The  situation  of  tlie  mercantile  classes  also  rendered  tlui 
usual  aids  of  the  bank  more  than  ever  necessary  to  sustain  ihcm 
in  their  business.  Their  bonds  for  previous  imiiortations  were,  as 
before  staled,  con.-tantly  becoming  due  and  heavy  cash  duties 
were  almost  daily  to  be  paid.  The  demands  of  the  public  upon 
those  engaged  in  commerce,  were  consequently  unusually  large, 
and  they  had  a  just  claim  to  the  most  liberal  indulgence  from 
the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  which  had  for  so  many  years 
been  reaping  harvests  of  profits  from  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money.     But  the  bank  about  this  time  changed  its  course. 

By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  bank  dated  2d  August,  1833, 
it  appears  that  its  loans  and  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  pur- 
chased and  <ui  hand  amounted  to  ^64,160.349  14 
By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  2d   September, 

1833,  they  appear  to  have  been  62,653,359  59 

By  that  of  the  2d  of  October,  1833,  they  were  60,094,202  93 

Reduction  in  two  months,  4,065,146  21 

By  the  same  papers  it  appears  that  the  public  de- 
posites,  including  those  for  the  redemption  of 
public  debt,  the  treasurer's  and  those  of  the  pub- 
lic officers,  were,  in  August,  $7,599,931  47 
in  September,  9,182,173  18 
in  October,                                    9,858,435  58 

Increase  of  the  public  deposites  in  two  months      $2,268,504  11 

Total  amount  collected  from  the  community 


$6,334,650  32 

Thus  upwards  of  six  millions  of  dollars  were  withdrawn  from 
the  business  of  the  country  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  course  of  two  months.  This  of  itself  rnust  have  produced  a 
pressure  on  the  money  market,  affecting  all  commercial  trans- 
actions. But  the  curtailment  in  the  bank  accommodations  of 
the  community,  was  much  larger.  The  policy  adopted  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  cotnpelled  the  state  banks  to  take  the 
same  course,  in  self  defence,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
appears  to  have  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  drawing  from  the 
state  banks  the  balances  due,  in  specie,  and  to  have  hoarded 
up  the  article  in  its  own  vaults. 
In  August,  1833,  that  bank  had  in  specie  $10,023,677  38 

In  September,  10,207,649  20 

In  October,  10,663,441  51 


Showing  an  increase  of  specie  in  two  months 


,764  13 


This  sum  it  is  believed  was  chiefly  drawn  from  the  state  banks. 
To  fortify  themselves,  those  banks  were  compelled  to  call  upon 
their  debtors  and  curtail  their  accommodations;  and  so  large  a 
proportion  of  these  calls  are  always  paid  in  their  own  notes, 
that  to  obtain  $100,000  in  specie,  they  are  probably  obliged  to 
call  for  four  or  five  times  that  amount.  To  replace  the  specie 
taken  from  them  by  the  bank  of  the  Uniterl  States  and  to  pro- 
vide for  their  own  safety,  the  state  banks,  therefore,  must  have 
curtailed  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars.  On  the  whole 
it  is  a  fair  estimate,  that  the  collections  from  the  community, 
during  those  two  months,  without  any  corresponding  return, 
did  not  fall  much  short  of  nine  millions  of  dollars.  As  might 
have  been  expected,  complaints  of  a  pressure  upon  the  money 
market  were  heard  from  every  quarter.  The  balances  due  from 
the  state  banks  bad,  during  the  same  time,  increased  from 
$.368,969  98  to  $2,288,573  19,  and  from  the  uncertain  policy  of 
the  bank,  it  was  apprehended  they  might  suddenly  be  called  for 
in  specie.  The  state  banks  so  far  from  being  able  to  relieve  the 
community,  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  their  own  safely — 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  collections  of  the  bank  in  Au- 
gust and  September,  were  in  Philadelphia,  N.  York  and  Boston. 
In  August  and  September  the  curtailment  in  Philadelphia,  was 

$195,548  69 
Increase  of  public  deposites  646,846  80 

Actual  collections  by  the  bank,  $842,395  49 

Increase  of  public  deposites  in  New  York,  $1,396,597  24 

Deduct  increase  of  loans  331,295  33 


Actual  collections  by  the  bank 
Curtailment  in  Boston  was 
Increase  of  public  deposites 

Actual  collections  by  the  bank 

Total  collections  in  the  three  cities 


$717,264  45 
48,039  88 


1,065,301  85 


765,334  33 
$2,673,031  68 


It  will  be  perceived,  that  it  was  solely  through  the  increase  of 
the  public  di-positcs,  that  ilit;  bank  raisi'd  balances  against  tlu; 
state  hanks  in  New  York,  and  was  placed  in  a  feilUiition  to  take 
from  tlicm  at  its  phsisurc,  large  sums  in  specie.  And  when  it  is 
considered,  that  lliosi;  curtailments  and  collections  of  the  hank 
of  the  United  States  m  cessanly  compi  lit d  the  state  banks  to 
curtail  also,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  perceivt;  the  cause  of  the 
pre'ssure,  which  ('xi>te(l  in  the  cinnmi^rcial  cities  about  the  end 
of  tin;  month  of  September.  It  was  impossible  that  the  com- 
meicial  community  could  have  sustained  itself  much  longer  un- 
der sucii  a  policy.  In  llu;  two  succeeding  monllis,  the  collec- 
tions of  tin-  bank  would  probably  have  exceeded  live'  millions 
more,  anil  the  stale  hanks  would  have  been  (djiigt  d  to  curtail 
in  an  equal  sum.  The  reduction  of  bank  acconiodations,  to 
the  amount  of  nineteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  four  months, 
must  have  almost  put  an  end  to  trade;  and  before  the  first  of 
t)clober,  this  priissure  in  the  principal  commercial  cities,  had  be- 
come so  intense,  that  it  could  not  have  biicn  endured  much 
longer,  without  the  most  serious  ombariassments.  It  was  then 
daily  increasing,  and  from  the  best  information  that  I  have  been 
able  to  ohtain,  I  am  putsuadcd,  thai  if  the  public  moneys  re- 
ceived for  revenue  had  beijti  continued  to  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  for  two  months  longrr,  and  it  had 
adhered  to  the  oppressive  system  of  policy  which  il  pursued 
(luring  the  two  preceding  monllis  a  wide  spread  scene  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  must  have  foll(»wed.  There  was  no  alternative 
therefore,  for  the  treasury  department,  but  to  act  at  once,  or 
abandon  the  object  altogether.  Duties  of  the  highest  character, 
would  not  permit  the  latter  course,  and  I  did  not  hesiiale 
promptly  to  resort  to  tlie  former. 

I  have  staled  the  condition  of  the  ineicantile  classes  at  the  lime 
of  the  removal,  to  explain  why  it  was  impossibie  to  postpone  it 
even  for  a  short  period.  Under  other  circumstances,  I  should 
have  been  disposed  to  direct  the  removal  to  take  effect  at  a 
distant  day,  so  as  to  give  congress  an  opportunity  of  prescribing, 
in  the  mean  lime,  the  places  of  deposit!!,  and  of  regulating  tlie 
securities  proper  to  be  taken.  It  is  true,  that  tiie  power  given 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove  the  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  necessarily  carries  with  it  the 
right  to  select  the  places  where  they  shall  afterwards  be  made. 
The  power  of  removal  cannot  be  exercised,  without  placing 
them  elsewhere;  and  the  right  to  select  is  therefore  contained 
in  the  rii/ht  to  remove.  It  is  also  true,  that  in  my  judgment,  as 
has  been  already  staled,  the  public  interest  would  have  been 
advanced,  if  the  change  had  taken  place  at  an  earlier  period. 
Yet  as  a  few  months  would  in  ordinary  times  have  made  no 
very  serious  difference,  and  the  removal  had  already  been  de- 
layed until  the  meeting  of  congress  was  approaching,  I  should 
have  preferred  executing  the  measure,  in  a  manner  that  would 
have  enabled  the  legislature  to  act  on  the  subject,  in  advance 
of  the  actual  removal,  if  it  had  deemed  it  proper  to  do  so.  But 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  left  me  no  choice,  except  between  the 
immediate  removal,  and  its  fin.il  relinquishment.  For  if  tiie  mea- 
sure had  then  been  suspended  to  be  resumed  al  a  future  time,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  tin;  bank  to  produce  the  same  evil  whenever 
il  was  again  attempted.  Pulling  aside,  therefore,  from  the  view 
of  the  subject  which  I  am  now  presenting,  all  the  inducemonts 
which  grew  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the  bank,  and  regarding 
only  its  approaching  end,  and  the  intensity  of  the  pressure  it 
was  producing,  no  further  delay  was  admissable. 

Tlie  facts  and  reasons  above  stated,  appeared  to  have  estab- 
lished the  following  propositions: 

1st.  It  was  the  duly  of  this  department,  not  to  act  upon  the 
assumption,  that  the  legislative  power  would  hereafter  chance 
the  law,  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  it  was 
bound  to  regulate  its  conduct  upon  the  principle  that  the  ex- 
istence of  this  corporation  would  terminate  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1836. 

2d.  The  public  interest  required  that  the  deposites  of  public 
money,  should  not  continue  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  until  the  close  of  its  existence;  but  should  be 
transferred  to  some  other  place,  at  some  period  piiorto  that 
time. 

3d.  The  power  of  removal  being  reserved  exclusively  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  the  terms  of  the  charter,  his  action 
was  necessary  in  order  to  effect  it,  and  the  deposites  could  not, 
according  to  the  agreement  made  by  congress  with  the  stock- 
holders, have  been  removed  by  the  legislative  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment, until  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  at  an  end. 

4th.  The  near  approach  of  the  time  when  the  charter  would 
expire,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  mercantile  community, 
produced  by  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  render  the  removal  indis- 
pensable, al  the  lime  it  was  begun;  and  it  could  not  have  been 
postponed  to  a  later  day,  without  injury  to  llie  country. 

Acting  on  these  principles  I  should  have  fell  myself  bound  to 
follow  the  course  I  have  pursued  in  relation  to  the  deposites, 
without  any  reference  to  llie  misconduct  of  the  bank.  But 
there  are  other  reasons  for  the  removal,  growing  out  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  afi'airs  of  the  bank  have  been  managed, 
and  its  money  applied,  which  would  have  made  it  my  duly  to 
withdraw  the  deposites,  at  any  period  of  the  charter. 

Il  will,  I  presume,  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  bank 
was  incorporated,  in  order  to  create  an  useful  and  convenient 
public  agent,  to  assist  the  government  in  its  fiscal  operations. 
The  act  of  incorporation  was  not  designed  merely  as  an  act  of 
favor  to  the  stockholders,  nor  were  exclusive  privileges  given 
to  them   for  the   purpose  of  enabling  them  to  attain  political 
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ttONVef.  0»-  to  attliass  wealth  at  tiie  ekp(>ilse  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Tile  rriulive  Tot' establishing  this  vast  rnonojiolys 
was  the  liope  tliai  it  would  conduce  to  tlie  ptlbiic  good.  It  Was 
created  to  be  the  agent  of  the  public,  to  l)e  employed  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  people,  and  the  peculiar  privileges  and  means  of 
private  emolument  given  to  it,  by  tlie  act  of  incorporation,  were 
intended  as  rewards  lor  the  service- it  whs  expected  to  perforcn. 
It  was  never  supposed,  that  its  own  separate  interests  would  be 
voluntarily  brought  into  colli-inn  with  those  of  the  public.  And 
still  less,  was  it  anticipated,  that  it  would  seek  by  its  money 
to  obtain  political  power,  and  control  tin;  action  of  the  go- 
vernment, either  by  the  favors  it  can  &bower,  or  the  fear  of  its 
resentment.  Itsduty  was  simply  that  of  an  agent,  bound  to  ren- 
der ceriain  services  to  its  principal,  in  consideiation  of  the  ad- 
vantages granted  to  it.  And  like  every  other  public  agent  or 
officer,  its  own  separate  interests  were  subordinate  to  its  duty 
to  the  public.  It  was  bound  to  consult  the  general  good,  ra- 
ther than  its  private  emolument,  if  they  should  happen  to  come 
into  conflict  with  one  another.  If  therefore  it  sougiit  to  obtain 
political  power,  or  to  increase  its  gains,  by  means  which  would 
probably  bring  distress  on  the  cnmniunity,  it  violated  its  duty, 
and  perverted  to  the  public  injury,  the  powers  which  were  given 
to  be  used  for  the  (tublic  good.  And  in  such  an  event,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  public  servants,  to  whom  tlie  trust  was  reserved, 
to  dismiss  it,  so  far  as  might  lawfully  be  done,  from  the  agency 
it  had  thus  abused. 

Regarding  the  bank,  therefore,  as  the  agent  of  the  U.  States, 
and  bound  by  the  duties,  and  liable  to  the  obligations  which  or- 
dinarily belong  to  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent,  except 
where  the  charter  has  otherwise  directed,  I  proceed  to  state  the 
circumstances,  which  show  that  it  had  justly  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  the  government,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
further  trusted  as  the  depository  of  public  money. 

The  United  States,  by  the  charter,  reserved  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing five  directors  of  the  bank.  It  was  intended  by  this 
means,  not  only  to  provide  guardians  for  the  interests  of  the 
public,  in  the  general  administration  of  its  affairs,  but  also  to 
have  faithful  officers,  whose  situation  would  enable  them  to  be- 
come intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  whose  duty  it  would  be,  to  apprise  the  proper  au- 
thorities,of  any  misconduct,  onthe  part  of  the  corporation, likely 
to  effect  the  public  interest.  The  fourth  fundamental  article  of 
the  constitution  of  the  corporation  declares,  that  not  less  than 
seven  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  At  these  meetings  of  the  board,  the  directors  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates  had,  of  course,  a  right  to  be  present, 
and  consequently,  if  the  business  of  the  corporation  had  been 
transacted  in  the  manner  which  the  law  requires,  there  was 
abundant  security  that  nothing  could  be  done,  injuriously  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  the  people,  without  being  immediately 
communicated  to  the  public  servants,  who  were  authorised  to 
apply  the  remedy.  And  if  the  corporation  has  so  arranged  its 
concerns,  as  to  conceal  from  the  public  directors  some  of  its 
most  important  operations,  and  has  thereby  destroyed  the  safe^ 
guards  which  were  designed  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  would  seem  to  be  very  clear,  that  it  forfeited  its 
claim  to  confidence,  and  is  no  longer  wortiiy  of  trust. 

In  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life,  among  individuals,  no  pru- 
dent man  would  continue  to  place  his  funds  in  the  hands  of  an 
agent,  after  he  discovered,  that  he  was  studiously  concealing 
from  him  the  manner  in  which  they  were  employed.  The  pub- 
lic money  ought  not  to  be  guarded  with  less  vigilance,  than  that 
of  an  individual.  And  measures  of  concealment,  on  the  part 
of  this  corporation,  are  not  only  contrary  to  the  duties  of  its 
agency,  but  are  also  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  to  which  it 
owes  its  corporate  existence.  And  the  same  misconduct,  which, 
in  the  case  of  private  individuls,  would  induce  a  prudent  man  to 
dismiss  an  agent  from  his  employment,  would  require  a  similar 
course  towards  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  by  the  officer 
to  whom  the  law  has  entrusted  the  supervision  of  its  conduct, 
and  given  the  power  of  removal. 

Tried  by  these  principles,  it  will  be  found  that  the  cor>ductof 
the  bank  made  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
withdraw  from  its  care  the  public  funds. 

1st.  Instead  of  a  board  constituted  of  at  least  seven  directors, 
according  to  the  charter,  at  which  those  appointed  by  the  U. 
States  have  a  right  to  be  present,  many  of  the  most  important 
money  transactions  of  the  bank  have  been,  and  still  are  placed 
under  the  control  of  a  committee  denominated  the  exchange 
committee,  of  which  no  one  of  the  public  directors,  has  been 
allowed  to  be  a  member  since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  This  committee  is  not  even  elected  by  the  board, 
and  the  public  directors  have  no  voice  in  their  appointment. 
They  are  chosen  by  the  president  of  the  bank;  and  the  business 
of  the  institution  which  ought  to  be  decided  on  by  the  board  of 
directors,  is  in  nvany  instances  transacted  by  this  committee, 
and  no  one  has  a  right  to  be  present  at  their  procecdin2s  but  the 
president  and  those  whom  he  shall  please  to  name  as  members 
of  this  committee.  Thus  loans  are  made,  unknown  at  the  time 
to  a  majority  of  the  board,  and  paper  discounted  which  might 
probably  be  refected  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  directors,  the 
most  important  operations  of  the  bank  are  sometimes  resolv(>d 
on,  and  executed  by  this  committee;  and  its  measures  are,  it  ap- 
pears, designedly,  and  by  regular  system,  so  arranged  as  to  con- 
ceal from  the  officers  of  the  government,  transactions  in  which 
the  public  interests  are  deeply  involved. 

And  this  fact  alone  furni.shes  evidence  too  strong  to  be  re- 
Bisted,  that  the  concealment  of  certain  important  operations  of 


the  corporation,  from  theolficersof  the  government,  is  one  of  the 
objects  intended  to  be  accoiupiished  by  means  of  this  commit- 
tee. The  plain  words  of  the  charter  are  violated,  in  order  to  de- 
prive the  people  of  the  U.  States  ofoneof  the  princip.il,  securi- 
ties, which  the  law  had  provided  to  guard  their  interests,  and  to 
render  more  safe,  the  public  money  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
bank.  Would  any  individual  of  ordinary  discretion,  continue 
his  money  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  Wuo  had  violated  his  in- 
structions for  tlie  purpose  of  hiding  from  him  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  conducting  the  business  confided  to  his  charge.' 
Would  he  continue  his  property  in  his  hands  when  he  had  not 
only  ascertained  that  concealment  had  been  practised  towards 
him,  but  when  the  agent  avowed  his  determination  to  continue 
in  the  same  course, and  to  withhold  from  him,  as  far  as  he  could, 
all  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employing  his 
fuisds.^  If  an  individual  would  not  be  expected  to  continue  his 
confidence,  under  such  circumsiances,  iipon  what  principle 
could  a  different  line  of  conduct  be  required  from  the  oflicers  of 
the  United  States  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public  interest*.' 
The  public  money  is  surely  entitled  to  the  same  care  and  pro- 
tection, as  that  of  an  individual,  and  if  the  latter  would  be 
bound,,  in  justice  to  himself,  to  withdraw  his  money  from  the 
hands  of  an  anent,  thus  regardless  of  his  duty,  the  same  principle 
requires  that  the  money  of  the  United  States  should,  under  the 
like  circumstances,  be  withdrawn  from  the  hands  of  their  fiscal 
agent.  And  as  the  power  of  withdrawal  was  confided  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  it  was  his  duty  to  remove  it  on  this 
ground  alone,  if  no  other  cause  of  complaint  had  existed  against 
the  bank.  The  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  the  three 
per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  is  a  memorable  instance 
of  the  power  exercised  in  secret  by  the  exchange  committee 
and  the  abuses  to  which  it  is  incident. 

The  circumstances  attending  that  transaction  have  been  so 
fully  laid  before  congress  and  the  public,  that  it  is  useless  to  re- 
peat them  here.  It  was  a  case  in  which  this  committee  not 
only  managed  in  secret  a  moneyed  transaction  of  vast  amount, 
intimately  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  but  one  where  the  measures  of  the  government  were 
thwarted  by  the  bank,  and  the  nation  compelled  to  continue 
for  a  time,  liable  for  a  debt,  which  it  was  ready  and  desired 
to  extin<ruish.  Nor  is  this  the  only  n)easnre  of  the  kind  which 
has  come  officially  to  my  knowledge  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  herewith  a  report  niade  by  three  of  the  public  direc- 
tors to  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  25d  April  1833, 
(marked  A),  in  which,  in  compliance  with  his  requ<'st  that  they 
would  communicate  to  him  such  information  as  was  within 
their  personal  knowle^lge  relative  to  these  unusual  proceedinaa 
of  the  board  of  directors,  they  disclose  the  exceptionable  man- 
ner in  which  the  power  conferred  by  law  on  the  board  has  been 
surrendered  tothe  exchange  cornmiitce;  that  this  has  been  done 
evidently  with  the  design  of  preventina  a  jiroper  and  contem- 
plated exan>ination  into  the  accoutits  of  persons  whose  paper 
was  offered  for  discount;  that  a  minority  of  tin;  board  apparent- 
ly sufficient  to  have  prevented  the  loan,  if  the  security  was 
bad,  were  deprived  of  their  votes  upon  the  question,  and  that 
the  long  established  bye-laws  of  the  institution  were  set  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  these  designs  into  efl^ect  with  less 
difficulty  or  embarrassment. 

If  proceedings  like  this  are  sanctioned  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States,  the  appointment  of  directors  on 
their  part  is  an  idle  ceremony,  and  affords  no  safecuard  to  the 
public  treasure,  in  the  custody  of  the  bank.  And  even  legisla- 
tive enactments,  in  relation  to  this  corporation,  are  of  but  little 
value,  if  it  may,  at  its  pleasure,  disregard  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tal articles  of  its  constitution,  and  transfer  to  a  secret  commit- 
tee the  business  which  by  law,  ought  to  be  transacted  by  the 
board. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  in  presenting  this  document  to  the 
consideration  of  congress,  to  notice  an  objection,  which  has 
been  sometimes  put  forward  against  the  publicaliorr  of  any  pro- 
ceedings which  relate  to  the  accounts  of  private  individuals. 
The  circumstances  detailed  are  the  regular  and  official  transac- 
tions of  the  board  of  directors,  nor  do  they  involve  the  private 
debtor  and  creditor  account  of  persons  dealing  with  the  bank, 
which  is  alone  included  in  the  disii'ictiorr  taken  by  the  charter 
in  regard  to  private  accounts.  If  the  argument  thus  brought 
forward  were  a  soirnd  one,  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  an 
examination  of  any  value  into  the  conduct  of  the  bank. 

Because  the  business  of  the  bank  beinff  with  individuals,  its 
misconduct  could  n(>ver  be  shown  without  bringiiu;  before  the 
public  the  individual  transaction  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
liank  was  impeached.  And  if  it  could  make  good  the  position, 
that  such  proceedings  are  never  to  be  exposed  to  the  public,  be- 
cause individuals  are  concerned  in  lliem,  it  would  (fTectually 
shut  out  all  useful  examination,  and  be  enabled  to  apply  its 
money  to  the  most  impropi^r  purposes,  without  detection  or  ex- 
posure. When  its  conduct  is  impeach<>d,  on  the  ground  that  it 
has  used  its  great  money  power  to  obtain  political  influence,  the 
investigation  of  tin;  charL'e  is  in  its  very  nature,  arr  inquiry  into 
Its  transactions  with  individuals.  And  althoimh  the  accounts 
bronirht  forward  on  such  occasions,  may  be  the  accounts  of  indi- 
viduals, yet  they  are  al-o  the  accounts  of  the  bank,  and  show 
its  conduct.  And  being  the  fiscal  agentof  the  government,  with 
such  immense  power  to  he  exercised,  for  cood  or  for  evil,  the 
pirblic  safety  requires,  that  all  of  its  proceedings  should  be  open 
to  the  strictest  and  most  rieorous  scrutiny.  Its  charter  may  he 
forfeited  by  its  misconduct,  and  would  be  justly  forfeited,  if  it 
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sought  to  obtain  political  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
And  yet  such  attempts  on  tlie  part  of  the  hank,  can  never  ho 
proved  except  by  ilie  eAaniinalion  and  disclosure  of  its  dealings 
with  individuals. 

2(1.  It  is  nut  merely  by  its  conceal irvents  that  the  bank  has 
proved  itself  regardless  of  the  duties  ol'its  agency.  Its  own  in- 
terests will  he  found  to  be  its  ruling  principle — and  the  just 
claims  of  the  public  to  be  trealiMl  vvilli  but  little  regard  wIumi 
they  have  come  into  collision  with  tiie  interests  of  the  corpora 
tion.  'J'liis  was  but  too  plainly  the  case  in  the  alfair  of  the  ilirce 
per  cents  above  mentioned.  A  recent  instance  provcis  its  rule 
of  action  is  not  changed  in  that  resp(  ct.  And  llie  failure  ot'ihe 
French  government  to  pay  the  bill  drawn  for  the  (ir.-t  instalment 
due  by  the  treaty,  has  been  made  tin;  occasion  of  endeavoring 
to  obtain  from  tlic  public,  the  sum  of  ,'|J158,842  77,  to  which  no 
principle  of  justice  appears  to  entitle  it.  'J'he  money  lor  which 
the  bill  was  sold  remained  in  the  bank.  The  expenses  it  incur 
red  were  of  small  amount,  and  theje  the  gov(;nimenl  are  wil- 
ling to  pa}'.  But  the  corporation,  not  content  with  the  prolits  it 
was  deriviiig  from  the  millions  of  public!  moin^y  then  in  its 
vaults,  and  which  it  was  daily  using  in  its  iliseounts,  endeavors 
to  convert  the  public  disappointment  into  a  gainful  transaction 
for  itself,  and  demands  t!;e  large  sum  above  mentioned,  without 
pretending  that  it  sustained  any  los.s  or  inconvfiiience,  com- 
mensurate with  the  amount  it  seeks  to  obtain  from  tiie  govern- 
ment. The  fiscal  agent  of  the  {)iiblie,  attempts  to  avail  itself  of 
the  unexpected  disappointment  of  the  principal,  for  the  purpose 
of  enhancing  its  own  profits  at  the  expense  of  the  community. 

3d.  Tiiere  is  suflicient  evidence  to  prove  that  the  bank  has 
used  its  means  with  a  view  to  obtain  political  power,  and  there- 
by secure  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 

The  documents  which  have  been  heretofore  laid  before  con- 
gress, and  arc  now  on  its  files,  will  show,  that  on  the  31st  of 
Dec.  1830,  tiie  aggregate  debt  due  to  the  bank,  was  %'\'-2A0-2,304 
24,  and  tiiat  on  tlie  3lst  of  Dec.  1831,  it  was  ,'S63,026,55-i  93,  be- 
ing an  extension  of  its  loans  in  a  single  year  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  an  increase  of  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  on  its  previ- 
ous accommodations. 

And  as  if  to  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  motive  of  this 
extraordinary  conduct,  it  contiiiued   to  add   rapidly  to  its  loans, 
and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  while   its  petition   for  the  renewal 
of  its  charter  was  yet  pending  before  congress,  Ihev  amounted 
to  ^70,428,070  72,  being  an  increase  of  $7,401,617  79,  in   the 
four  preceding  months,  and  making  altogether  an  addition  of 
.^28,025,7(56  48,  in  the  short  space  of  si-xteen  months,  and  being 
an  (;xlentsioii  of  more  than  66  per  cent,  on  its  previous  loans. 
Sncli  an  increase  at  such  a  period  of  its  charter,  is.witliout  ex- 
ample in  the  hij^tory  of  banking  institutions.     On  tlie  3lst  of 
December,  1830,  when  its  loans  amounted  as  above  stated  to 
only  ^42,402,304  24,  the   corporation   had   been   in   existence 
fourteen  years.     The  sudden   and  great  increase   was   made 
when   the   charter  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  when  it  liad 
but    little  more  than  four  year»  to  lun.     It  cannot  be  suppos- 
ed  that  tln;.>e  immense    loans    were    made,    from  a   confident 
expectation  that  the  charier  would  be  renewed.     On  the  con- 
trary it   is  norv  an  historical  fact  that  the  bank  itself  deemed 
the  chances  of  renewal  so  doubtful,  that  in  the  session  of  con- 
gress beginning  in  December,  1831,  it  iietitioned  for  a  recharier, 
and  the  reason  generally  assigned  for  pressing  for  a  decision,  at 
that  time,  was  the  great  extent  of  its  business;  and   the  neces- 
sity of  preparing  to  bring  it  to  a  close  if  the  charter  was  not  to 
he  renewed.     Thus,  with  but  little  more  than  four  years  to  run, 
with  doubtful  chances  of  renewal,  and  aware  of  the  necessity 
of  beginning  to  arrange  its   vast  transactions,  it  increa.'ses  its 
Joans  in  sixteen  months,  more  than  twenty-eight  millicms  of  dol 
lars.     Was  this  itnprudence  onlj?     Jt  cannot  be   believed  that 
those  who  managed  its  concerns,  could  have  committed  such 
an  oversight.     Can  any  proper  reason  be  assigned  for  this  de- 
parture from  the  course  which  the  intcrefits  of  a  moneyed  cor- 
poration, as  well  as  that  of  the  country,  obviously  required.     I 
am  not  avvare  that  any  suflicient  justification  has  been  ofl^ered. 
And  this  extraordinary  increase  of  its  loans,  made  in  so  short 
a  space  of  lime,  at  such  a  period  of  its  charter,  and  upon  the  eve 
of  a  severely  contested  election  of  president,  in  which  the  bank 
took  an  open  and  direct  interest,  demonstrates  that  it  was  using 
its  money  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  hold  upon  the  people  of 
this  country,  in  order  to  operate  upon  their  fears,  and  to  induce 
Ihein,  by  the  apprehension  of  ruin,  to  vote  against  the  candidate 
whom  it  desired  to  defeat.     In  other  words,  this  great  moneyed 
corporation  determined  to  enter  the  political  arena,  and  to  influ- 
ence the  measures  of  the  government  by  causing  its  weight  to 
be  felt  in  the  election  of  its  officers. 

But  if  the  circumstances  above  stated  were  not  of  themselves 
suflicient  to  prove  that  the  bank  had  sought,  by  its  money,  to 
obtain  political  power,  and  to  exercise  by  that  means  a  control- 
ling influence  on  the  measures  of  the  government,  recent  de- 
velopments have  furnished  such  proof  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubt.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  state- 
ment (marked  B),  signed  by  four  of  the  public  directors  in  tiie 
bank,  showing  at  the  same  time  the  unlawful  manner  in  which 
its  business  is  conducted  and  the  unwarrantable  purposes  to 
which  its  money  has  been  and  is  still  applied.  It  will  be  seen 
by  the  proceedings  therein  stated,  that  the  whole  capital  of  the 
bank  is  in  effect  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  president  of  that 
institution.  lie  is  authorised  to  expend  what  he  pleases  in 
causing  "to  be  prepared  and  circulated  such  documents  and  pa- 
pers as  may  communicate  to  the  people  information  in  regard 
to  the  nature  and  operations  of  the  bank."    And  he  may  there- 


fore, under  the  very  indefinite  terms  of  the  resolutions,  employ 
aa  many  p(;rsons  as  he  pleases,  at  such  salaries  as  he  thinks  pro- 
per, either  to  prepare  daily  paragraphs  for  newspapers  in  lavor 
of  the  bank,  or  to  write  pamphlets  and  essays  to  influence  tlie 
(lulilic  judgment. 

And  he  may  even  provide  for  the  publications,  by  salaries  to 
printers,  or  by  purchasing  presses  and  t>  pes,  and  |)lacing  Ihem 
in  the  hands  of  agents  emjdoyed  and  [laid  by  the  bank.  'J'here 
is  no  limitation,  short  of  the  capital  ot  the  bank,  a:^  to  the  ;>uni 
of  inom.'y  he  may  thus  expend  in  different  jiarts  ot  the  United 
.States.  From  the  descriplion  of  articles  which  appear  to  have 
been  paid  for  iiinler  this  resolution,  it  seems  that  the  president 
of  the  institution  has  supposed  that  |)ublicalions  containing  at- 
tacks upon  officers  o('  iln;  goveriiiiieiit  who  are  supposed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  renewal  ot  the  ehartrr  is  one  of  the 
modes  of  "communicating  to  the  pc^ojile  information  in  regard 
to  the  nature  and  operations  of  the  bank."  This  eon.-^truciion 
was,  it  apjiears,  approved  by  the  board,  as  they  contiiiut  d  the 
authority  in  his  hands,  nnehanged,  after  the  niaiiiier  in  v\  liieli 
a  |i()rtion  of  the  money  had  l)i;en  a|)pii( d  was  laid  before!  them. 
And  we  are  left  to  conclude;  that  lliis  instilulion  is  now  ojienly 
in  the  fii^ld  as  a  political  partisan,  and  that  one  of  its  means  of 
warfare,  is  the  destruction  of  the  |ioliiieal  sianding  of  those,  who 
are  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  The  kuiii  actually 
charged  to  the  expenses,  under  this  resolution,  is  sufficiently 
startling.  How  much  more  may  have  bcMin  already  s(|iiandered, 
we  are  yet  to  learn,  and  the  work  of  "preparing  and  circulat- 
ing" such  pulilieaticMis  is  still,  H  is  presumed,  going  on  under 
the  last  resolution  of  the  hoard.  It  is  moreover  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  specific  purposes  to  which  the  money  may  in  fact 
have  been  applied,  since  vouchers  are  not  rec^uiretl  to  show  the 
particular  services  for  which  it  was  given.  With  these  positive 
proofs  of  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  obtain  power,  and  to  influ- 
ence the  measures  of  the  government,  I  have  not  hesitated  as 
to  the  path  of  duty.  If,  when  this  evidence  was  before  me,  I 
had  failed  to  withdraw  the  deposites  of  public  money  from  the 
bank,  it  would  have  beee  lending  the  countenance  and  support 
of  this  department  to  measures  which  are  but  too  well  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  endanger 
thereby  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  these  expenditures  are  justifiable 
on  the  ground  that  the  bank  has  a  right  to  defend  itself,  and  that 
the  money  in  question  was  therefore  properly  expended.  Some 
of  the  items  accounted  for,  sufficiently  show  in  what  manner  it 
was  endeavoring  to  defend  its  interests.  It  had  entered  the  field 
of  political  warfare,  and  as  a  political  partisan,  was  endeavor- 
ing to  defeat  the  election  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  its 
views.  Tl  was  striving  by  means  of  its  money  to  control  the 
course  of  the  government,  by  driving  from  power  those  who 
were  obnoxious  to  its  resentment.  Can  it  be  permitted  to  a 
great  moneyed  corporation  to  enter  on  such  a  controversy,  aiid 
llien  justify  its  conduet  on  the  ground  that  it  is  defending  it.s 
own  interest.-.'  The  right  of  such  an  institution  to  interfere  in 
the  political  concerns  of  the  country  lor  any  cause  whatever, 
can  never  be  recognized;  and  a  defence  like  tiiis,  on  the  part  of 
the  hank,  could  not  be  tolerated  even  if  the  individual  stock- 
holders alone  were  thus  using  their  own  money  to  promote  their 
own  interests.  But  it  is  not  only  the  money  of  individual;*, 
which  is  thus  applied.  The  one  filth  of  the  capital  of  tiie  hank, 
amounting  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  one  fifth  of  the  money  which  has  been  expend- 
ed, and  is  yet  to  be  expended,  under  "this  re.-olntion,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  public  and  does  not  belong  to  private  individuals. 
Yet  the  boaid  ol  director?  assert  the  right,  not  only  to  autliori>e 
the  expenditure  oCiIk^  money  of  individual  -toekholders,  in  or- 
der to  promote  their  individual  interests,  hut  have  also,  by  the 
resolution  in  question,  taken  upon  themselves  to  give  the  like 
authority  over  money  which  belongs  to  the  United  States. 

Is  an  institution  which  deals  tlius  with  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple a  proper  depository  for  the  public  fHiids?  When  sin  h  a  right 
is  openly  claimed  and  acted  on  by  the  hoard  of  directors,  can 
the  money  of  the  United  States  be  deemed  safe  in  its  hands? 
The  same  principle  that  would  sanction  Ilu!  application  of  one 
portion  of  the  public  money  to  such  purposes,  would  justify  the 
like  use  of  all  that  may  come  to  its  possession.  The  board  of 
directors  have  no  lawful  authority  to  employ  the  money  of  the 
United  States  for  such  objects. 

So  far  as  the  nation  is  concerned  in  the  character  of  the  bank, 
the  people,  throiigii  their  own  represeni.itives  in  congress,  can 
fake  care  of  their  own  rights  and  vindicate  the  character  of  the 
bank,  if  they  think  it  is  unjustly  assailed.  And  they  do  not  need 
the  aid  of  persons  employed  and  paid  by  the  hank,  to  learn  whe- 
ther its  charter  be  constitutional  or  not,  nor  whctlic  r  the  public 
good  requires  it  to  be  renewed — nor  have  they  aulhoiised  the 
president  and  directors  of  that  instiintion,  to  expend  the  public 
money  to  enlighten  them  on  this  .-nliject. 

The  resolution  in  question  is  moreover,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  act  of  congress  by  which  this  corporatioii  \vas  established. 
And  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  the  iinliiniled  and  irrespon- 
sible power  over  the  money  of  the  bank,  wliicli  the  directors 
h.ive  ijiven  to  their  president,  can  be  reconriled  to  the  clause  in 
the  charter  which  requires  seven  din.'cfors  to  form  a  hoard  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  If  the!  expenditure  of  money  for 
the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  re.-solution,  be  a  legitimate 
part  of  the  business  of  the  corpor.ition,  the  board  could  not  law- 
fully transfer  it  Jo  one  of  its  officers,  unless  they  can  by  resolu- 
tion, surrender  into  the  hands  of  their  president  the  entire  pow- 
er of  the  corporation,  and  commit  to  the  care  of  a  single  indi- 
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vidual,  the  corporate  powers  which  the  law  has  declared  should 
be  exercised  by  the  board  of  directors. 

Chief  justice  M.irshall,  iti  the  case  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  vs.  Dandridge,  when  speaking  of  the  bonds  rpqiiired  to  be 
given  by  the  cashiers  of  the  banks,  says,  "it  requires  very  little 
knowledge  of  the  interior  of  banks  to  know  that  the  interests  of 
tile  siockhoiflers  are  committed,  to  a  very  great  extent,  to  these 
and  other  officers.  It  was,  and  ought  to  have  been,  the  inten- 
tion of  congress,  to  secure  tiie  government  which  took  a  deep 
interest  in  tliis  institution,  and  to  secure  individuals,  wim  cm- 
barked  their  fortunes  in  it,  on  the  faith  of  the  government,  as 
far  as  possible,  I'rom  the  mal-praclices  of  its  officers.'-  But  the 
directors  of  the  bank  seem  to  have  acted  on  principh's  directly 
opposite  to  those  stated  by  the  chief  justice  And  instead  of  en- 
deavoring to  secure  "as  far  as  possible"  the  public  and  indivi- 
duals from  the  mal-practices  of  its  officers,  tliey  place  the  funds 
of  the  bank  under  the  control  of  a  single  ofiicer,  from  whom 
neither  security  nor  s[)ecific  vouchers  have  been  required. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  opinion  which  the  chief  Justice  gave  in 
the  case  Irom  which  the  above  passage  is  quoted,  he  differed 
from  the  r<(£tof  the  court.  But  the  difference  was  on  other 
principles,  and  not  on  the  one  above  stated. 

In  forming  my  judgment  on  this  part  of  the  case,  I  have  not 
regarded  the  short  time  the  charter  lias  yet  to  run.  But  my  con- 
duct has  been  governed  by  considerations  which  arise  altogether 
out  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank,  and  which  would  have 
equally  influenced  the  decision  of  this  dcpartmerU,  in  relation 
to  the  deposites,  if  the  bank  were  now  in  the  first  years  of  its 
existence.  And  upon  this  view  of  tlie  subject,  the  following 
propositions  appear  to  be  fully  maintained. 

1st.  That  the  bank,  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government, 
in  the  duties  which  the  law  requires  it  to  perform,  is  liable  to 
all  the  responsibilities  which  attach  to  the  character  of  agent,  in 
ordinary  cases  of  principal  and  agent  among  individuals;  and  it  is 
therefore  the  duly  of  the  officer  of  the  government  to  whom  the 
power  has  been  entrusted,  to  withdraw  from  its  possession  the 
])ublic  funds,  whenever  its  conduct  towards  its  principal  has 
been  such  as  would  induce  a  prudent  mass  in  private  life,  to  dis- 
miss his  agent  from  his  employment. 

9d.  That  by  means  of  its  exchanoe  committee,  it  had  soar- 
ranged  its  hi}sinos.s,  as  to  deprive  the  puidic  servants  of  those 
opportunities  of  observing  its  conduct,  which  the  law  had  pro- 
vided for  the  safety  of  the  public  money  confided  to  its  care,  and 
lliiit  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  this  arrangement 
on  ttm  part  of  the  bank  was  deliberately  planned,  and  is  still 
ptjvsisted  in,  for  the  purpose  of  concealment. 

3d.  Tiiat  it  has  also,  in  the  case  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock, 
and  of  the  bill  of  exchange  on  France,  endeavored  unjustly  to 
advance  its  own  interest,  at  the  expense  ot  the  interest  and  the 
jnst  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Iftliese  propositions  be  established,  it  is  very  clear  that  a  man 
of  ordinary  prudence,  in  private  life,  would  withdraw  hi.'  funds 
from  an  agent  who  had  thus  behaved  himself,  in  relation  to  his 
principal,  and  it  follows,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  to  withdraw  the  funds  of  the  United  States  from 
the  bank. 

4th.  That  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the  bank 
has  been,  and  sliil  is,  seeking  to  obtain  political  power,  and  has 
used  its  money  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  election  of  the 
public  servants,  and  it  was  incundient  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  on  that  account,  to  withdraw  from  its  possession  the 
money  of  tlie  United  States  which  it  was  thus  using  for  impro- 
[lerpurposes.  Upon  the  whole,  [  have  felt  myself  bound  by  the 
f-trongerit  obligations,  to  remove  t'le  deposites.  The  obligation 
was  imposed  upon  me  by  the  near  approach  of  the  time  when 
this  corporation  will  cease  to  exist,  as  well  as  by  the  course  of 
conduct  which  it  has  seen  fit  to  pursue. 

The  propriety  of  removing  the  depositee  being  thus  evident, 
and  it  being  consequently  my  duly  to  select  the  places  to  which 
they  were  to  be  removed,  it  became  necessary  that  arrangements 
(Should  be  immediately  made  with  the  new  depositories  of  tlie 
public  money,  which  would  not  only  render  it  safe,  but  would 
at  the  same  time  secure  to  the  government  and  to  the  comnui- 
Tiity  at  large,  the  conveniences  and  facilities  that  were  intended 
to  be  obtained  by  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Measures  were  "accordingly  taken  for  that  purpose,  and  copies 
of  the  contracts  which  have  been  made  with  the  selected  banks, 
and  of  the  letters  of  instructions  to  them  from  this  department, 
are  herewith  submitted.  The  contracts  with  the  banks  in  the 
interior,  are  not  precisely  the  same  with  those  in  the  Atlantic 
cities.  The  difference  biitwecn  Ihein  arises  from  the  nature  of 
the  business  transacted  by  the  banks  in  tlicse  different  places. 

The  state  banks  s(-lected,are  all  institntimis  of  hisih  character 
and  undoubted  strpngth,  and  are  under  the  management  and 
control  of  persons  of  nnqu<;stioncd  probity  anri  intelligence. 
And  in  older  to  ensure  the  safety  of  lh<!  public  money,  (  ach  of 
them  is  required,  and  lias  ajreed  to  give  security,  whenever  the 
nmonnt  of  the  deposite  siiall  exceed  the  half  of  the  amonat  of 
tlir  capital  aetnnlly  paid  in;  and  this  department  has  reserved 
to  itself  the  right  to  demand  security  whenever  it  may  think  it 
advisable,  although  the  amount  on  deposit'-  may  not  be  equal 
to  the  sum  above  staK  d.  The  banks  selected  have  aUo  seve- 
rally engap<'d  to  transmit  money  to  any  p<unt  at  which  if  may  be 
required' by  the  directions  of  thi*'  d-'p'utmcnt,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  to  perform  all  llie  service*;  to  tlie  t'ovcrnment  whieh 
were  heretofore  rendered  by  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates.  And 
hy  agreements  among  themselves,  to  honor  each  otlier','»  notes 
and  draft?',  they  are  providing  a  genera!  currency  at  least  as 


sound  as  that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  will  afford 
facilities  to  commerce,  and  in  the  business  ofdomestic  exchange, 
quite  equal  to  any  which  the  community  heretofore  enjoyed. 

There  has  not  been  yet  sufficient  lime  to  perfect  these  ar- 
rangements; but  enough  has  already  been  done,  to  show  that 
even  on  the  score  of  expediency,  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is 
not  necessary,  either  tor  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  the  public  convenience;  and  that  every  object  which 
the  charter  to  the  present  bank  was  designed  to  attain,  may  be 
as  effectually  accomplished  by  the  state  banks.  And,  if  this 
can  be  done,  nothing  that  is  useful  will  be  lost  or  endangered 
by  the  change,  while  much  that  is  desirable  will  be  gained  by 
it.  For  no  one  of  these  corporations  will  possess  that  absohite 
and  almost  unlimited  dominion  over  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zeiis  of  the  United  States,  which  the  present  bank  holds,  and 
which  enables  it  at  any  moment,  at  its  own  pleasure,  to  bring 
distress  upon  any  portion  of  the  community,  whenever  it  may 
deem  it  useful  to  its  interest  to  make  its  power  felt. 

The  influence  of  each  of  the  state  bank  is  necessarily  limited 
to  its  own  immediate  neighborhood;  and  they  will  be  kept  in 
check  by  the  other  local  banks.  They  will  not  therefore  be 
tempted  by  the  consciousness  of  power  to  aspire  to  political  in- 
fluence, nor  likely  to  interfere  in  the  elections  of  the  public  ser- 
vants. They  will  moreover  be  managed  by  persons  who  reside 
in  the  midst  of  tlie  people,  who  are  to  be  immediately  affected 
by  their  measures,  and  they  cannot  be  insensible  or  indifferent  to 
the  opinions  and  peculiar  interests  of  those  by  whom  they  are 
daily  surrounded,  and  with  whom  they  are  constantly  associat- 
ing. These  circumstances  always  furnish  strong  safeguards 
against  an  oppressive  exercise  of  power,  and  forcibly  recom- 
mend the  employment  of  state  banks,  in  preference  to  a  bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  numerous  and  distant  branches. 

A  corporation  of  the  latter  description,  is  continually  acting 
under  the  conviction  of  its  immense  ))ower  over  the  money 
concerns  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  dealing  also  with  the  for- 
tunes and  comforts  of  men  who  are  distant  from  them,  and  to 
whom  they  are  personally  strauL^ers.  The  directors  of  the  bank 
are  not  compelled  to  hear  daily  the  complaints  and  witness  the 
sufferings  of  those  who  may  be  ruined  by  their  proceedings. 
From  the  nature  of  man,  such  an  institution  cannot  always  be 
expected  to  sympathize  with  the  wants  and  feelings  of  those 
who  are  affected  by  its  policy.  And  we  ought  not  perhaps  to  be 
surprised,  if  a  corporation  like  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  feeling  of  rivalry,  or  from  cold  calculations  of  interest 
or  ambition,  should  deliberately  plan  and  execute  a  course  of 
measures  highly  injurious  and  oppressive  in  places  where  the 
directors  who  control  its  conduct  have  no  local  sympathies  to 
restrain  them. 

It  is  a  fixed  principle  of  our  political  institutions,  to  guard 
against  the 'unnecessary  accumulation  of  power  over  persons 
and  property,  in  any  hands.  And  no  bands  are  less  worthy  to 
be  trusted  with  it,  than  those  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  In  the 
selection  therefore  of  the  state  banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
government,  no  disadvantages  appear  to  have  been  incurred  on 
the  score  of  safety  or  convenience,  or  the  general  interests  of 
the  country,  while  much  that  is  valuable  will  be  gained  by  the 
change,  i  am  however,  we\]  aware  of  the  vast  power  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its  ability  to  bring  distress  and 
suffering  on  the  country.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  of  chartering 
a  liank  with  such  an  amount  of  capital,  with  the  right  of  shoot- 
ing its  branches  into  every  part  of  the  union,  so  as  lo  extend  its 
influence  to  every  neighborhood. 

'I'he  immense  loan  of  more  than  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars suddenly  poured  out,  cliiefly  in  the  western  states,  in  1831, 
and  the  first  four  months  of  1832,  sufficiently  attests  that  the 
bank  is  sensible  of  tlie  pow'er  which  its  money  gives  it,  and  has 
placed  itself  in  an  attitude  to  make  the  people  of  the  United 
States  feel  the  weight  of  its  resentment,  if  they  presume  lf» 
disappoint  the  wishes  of  the  corporation.  By  a  severe  curtail- 
ment, it  has  already  made  it  proper  to  withdraw  a  portion  of 
the  money  it  held  on  deposite,  and  transfer  it  to  the  custody  of 
the  new  fiscal  agents,  in  order  to  shield  the  community  from 
the  injustice  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  But  I  have  not 
supposed  that  the  course  of  the  government  ought  to  be  regulat- 
ed by  the  fear  of  the  power  of  the  hank. 

If  such  a  motive  could  be  allowed  to  influence  the  legislation 
of  congress,  or  the  action  of  the  executive  departments  of  the 
government,  there  is  an  end  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  country  are  at  once  surrendered  at  the 
feet  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  They  may  now  demand  the  pos- 
session of  the  public  mom  y,  or  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  and 
if  these  objects  are  yielded  to  them  from  apprehensions  of  their 
power,  or  from  the  suffc^ring  which  rapid  curtailments,  on  their 
part  are  inflicting  on  the  community,  what  may  they  not  next 
require.  Will  submission  render  such  a  corporation  more  for- 
bearing in  its  course  ?  What  lavv  may  it  not  hereafter  demand, 
that  it  will  not  if  it  pleases,  be  able  to  enforce  by  the  same 
means.' 

These  considerations  need  not,  however,  he  pressed  further 
in  this  report.  They  are  too  obvious  and  striking  to  need  en- 
forcement hy  argument.  And  I  rely  with  confidence,  on  the 
representative's  of  this  enlightened  nation,  to  sustain  a  measure 
which  the  best  interests  of  the  country  called  for,  and  which 
had  become  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  untainted  its  free 
institutions,  and  to  secure  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the 
people. 

I  am  very  re-specffullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TAKEY ,  sea-etary  of  the  trenfury. 


'4^p. 


9 


M— a— BBBaP''^"""^*3BMgg^B 


MUM 


^       NIL.ES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

FouKTU  8BHIES.  No.  17— VoL.  iX. ]     BALTIMORE,  DEC.  21,  1833,       [Vol.  XLV.  Whole  No.  1,IGI. 


THE    PAST THE   PIIKSENF ^FOK  THE   FUTUllE. 


EDITED,    PRINTED   AND   PUBLISHED    BY    H.   NILES,  AT   $5    PEK   ANNUM,    PAYABLE   IN   ADVANCE. 


J,yrJ.t^^rmKJr^^vml^llV^>l^r.^-.•JniK•'■■■m^■ulm.lm•lmtMa.\••Jaax=NnvrvTF.^^^ 


|\5=*Accor(lin5j  to  promise,  the  present  number,  like 
the  last,  contains  twenty-four  pages  of  close  matter,  or 
eight  pages  extra.  These  are  expensive  operations,  j  et 
would  be  often  repeated,  if  the  means  were  at  hand,  that 
the  record  of  public  papers  might  be  rendered  as  perfect 
as  possible.  But  our  intention  in  this  present  exertion 
has  been  chiefly  defeated.  We  designed  to  have  given 
the  rei)orts  from  the  great  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  lo,  we  have  yet  another  long  article  about  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  being  the  memorial  of  the 
"government  directors"  to  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, which  first  met  us,  by  surprise,  in  the  "Balti- 
more Republican"  of  Saturday  last — about  tlie  publication 
of  which  no  disci-etion  was  left  in  the  impartiality  aimed 
at,and  maintained,  in  thisv.ork — so  far  as  it  is  practica- 
ble to  afford  it.  The  presentation  of  tliis  memorial,  how- 
ever, will  relieve  us  of  the  necessity  of  inserting  another 
long  paper  signed  by  three  of  the  said  directors,  wiiich  is 
appended  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  because  it  substantially 
offers  the  same  leading  allegations  or  facts — and,  to 
our  reading  of  both,  the  same  general,  train  of  argument. 

We  hope  to  be  excuced  from  the  presentation  of  any 
other  lo7iff  matters  concerning  the  bank — but  if  the  direc- 
tors chosen  by  the  stockholders  shall  deem  it  necessary 
to  reply  to  the  memorial  of  the  "government  directors," 
(which  we  hope  they  may  not),  or  to  Mr.  Taney's  rea- 
sons for  removing  the  deposites,  we  7rmst  give  It  a  place. 

The  portion  of  the  people  who  read  such  long  articles 
is  small,  but  still  the  necessity  of  publishing  them  is  ur- 
gent, and  the  history  of  things  demands  it. 

Several  articles  on  miscellaneous  subjects  are  pressed 
ou  our  attention.     We  cannot  touch  them  just  now. 

We  liave  prepared  a  good  deal  of  matter  with  relation 
to  the  present  and  probable  state  of  the  currency,  and 
collected  many  items  which  bear  upon  and  shew  the  cha- 
racter of  things  happening  since  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States — which 
shall,  probably,  be  offered  next  week.  At  present  we 
can  only  give  the  following,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
preliminary  observations,  and  serve  to  shew  the  manner 
in  which  we  intend  to  handle  the  subject,  in  general,  if 
taken  up  for  regular  discussion  and  exposure.  We  are 
apprehensive  ot  a  return  to  the  abominations  and  frauds, 
and  raanufacturesof  paper  money,  and  jugglings  of  knav- 
ish dealers  in  stocks  and  bank  notes,  which  was  encoun- 
tered in  1818,  &c.  and  so  heartily  and  fearlessly  exhibited 
by  us,  being  supported  by  the  people.  If  such  another 
battle  against  "rag  barons"  m?^*^  be  fouglit — we  are  ready 
to  take  a  part  in  it,  and  to  carry  it  out,  if  possible,  to  the 
complete  subjection  or  extermination  of  the  whole  breed 
of  leeches — who  feed  upon  the  public  credulity  and  wax 
fat  on  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  them  on  the  honest  parts  of 
the  community,  and  especially  the  producing  classes,  who 
have  always  to  bear  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  dny.  The 
prospect  of  being  thus  engaged  is  not  a  pleasant  one — but 
we  cannot  sit  still  and  see  such  depredations  committed 
as  we  think  are  about  to  ensue,  and  will  certainly  happen, 
unless  the  designs  of  the  plundering  "tiger  hordes"  al- 
luded to  are  speedily  checked. 

The  pressure  on  the  money  market  continues,  and,  as 
we  supposed  that  it  wovdd,  gathers  strength  as  it  pro- 
ceeds. What  is  to  be  the  end  of  it — no  one  can  tell. 
The  penalty  of  indiscretion  must  be  paid.  Those  who 
have  sowed  to  the  wind,  must  reap  the  whirlwind.  In 
such  a  harvest  they  may  get  wisdom.  They  must  feel 
before  they  will  see,  understand  or  do,  as  they  ought. 
And  then,  perhaps,  the  work  of  reformation  niay  com- 
mence. We  have  often  had  occasion  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  elasticity  of  the  American  character, 
which  rises  under  adversity,  and  resists  oppression. 
W«  wish  that  yet  another  opportunity  may  present  itself 
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to  do  so!  But — "m 07^5  xjerrons,"  as  Mr.  Ritchie  says— « 
we  shall  see  what  the  present  lointer  will  produce  in  the 
diminished  employments  for  labor,  because  of  the  reck- 
less and  unnecessary  derangement  aiul  diminution  of  a 
sound  and  wholesome  currency,  which  seems  to  have 
frozen  up  enterprise  like  "flsli  in  a  pond,"  and  is  tiaf- 
fling  or  blasting  the  well-founded  hopes  of  worthy  men. 
Until  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  as.sailed,  the 
party  of  stock-jobbers  and  shavers,  combined  in  opera- 
tions to  defraud,  was  a  small  one.  Put  down  in  1820, 
or  at  about  that  time,  their  pestiferous  influence  was  but 
feebly  felt.  But  now  they  are  starting  up  like  the  locusts 
of  Egypt,  to  destroy  every  green  thing.  The  shaver  is 
abroad!  Long  abstinence  has  strengthened  his  appetite, 
and  he  cuts  deep — three  per  cent,  per  month  he  thinks 
is  quite  a  modest  demand  for  the  use  ot  his  money  ot 
credit,  tliough  both  may  be,  perhaps,  unrighteously  ob- 
tained. We  have  told  some  of  the  "secrets  of  the  pri- 
son house,"  in  times  past — we  may  tell  them  again! 

The  pressure  in  certain  of  our  chief  cities  has  an  awful 
aspect.  Rumors  of  fearful  import  have  reached  us,  but 
we  shall  not  give  them,  until  better  authenticated.  We 
hope  they  are  not  true — or  if  true,  that  some  remedy  may 
be  found  to  relieve  the  distress  which  they  portend.  Mo- 
ney, specie,  was  never  perhaps  more  abundant  in  the 
United  States  than  at  the  present  time,  and  there  never 
was  a  season  in  which  the  people  had  a  better  right  to 
expect  prosperity  and  abundance  of  means  to  carry  on 
their  business,  than  at  this  moment.  The  price  of  all 
our  great  commodities  has  been  high,  and  the  demand  for 

labor  was  almost  unexampled yet  a  sound  currency 

has  become  exceedingly  scarce,  and  thousands  are  being 
dismissed  from  employment  for  the  want  of  resources  to- 
pay  them  their  wages!  The  fountains  of  the  late  facili- 
ties seem  dried  up — business  is  deranged,  and  a  large 
amount  of  suffering  must  be  endured— if  present  projects 
are  persevered  in  and  perfected.  We  more- especially  al- 
lude to  the  schemes  for  the  establishment  of  about  12S 
new  manufactories  of  paper  money,  to  be  called  banksy 
with  paper  capitals  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars— which  may  heaven  forbid!* 

To  relieve  the  pressure  at  Philadelphia,  a  meeting  of 
the  officers  of  the  local  banks  in  that  city  has  been  held. 
It  appears  to  have  been  dissolved  without  doing  any- 
thing— being  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  render  effec- 
tual service.  The  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  atid  the  manneir  of  such  re- 
moval, and  the  severe  '■'■runs'''  made  upon  it,  would  have 
prevented  the  plea  of  a  necessity  for  any  such  proceed- 
ings and  forbade  a  pressure  for  money:  but  assailed  as 
it  has  been,  to  save  itself,  and,  in  saviiig  itself  to  prevent 
an  a~ivfiil  explosimt,  of  the  local  banks,  it  has  been  com- 
pelled to  husband  its  resources,  and  remain  instantly  pre- 
pai'ed  to  satisfy  any  and  every  rude  and  unnecessary  de- 
mand that  may  be  made  upon  it  for  coin,  called  for  to  sup- 
port the  credit  of  certain  of  the  local  banks,  and  enable 
them  to  ])ay  tlveir  own  debts.  And  though  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  has  not  severely  reduced  its  discounts, 
pro|>er,  it  has  trmeh  curtailed  its  circulation  by  retiring 
from  its  exchanges,  and  is  ready  to  pay,  ('and  so  it  must 
be),  all  its  dues  to  the  general  government.  Thus  con- 
ditioned, it  is  morally  impossible,  and  altogether  inexpe- 
dient in  the  bank,  to  increase  its  circulation,  and  place 
itself  within  the  power  of  those  who  have  treated  it  so 

*5(iine  n*;vv  banks  may  be  necessary, at  certain  places,  and 
under  pariicular  circiunstances — but  it  is  fearful  to  think  of  the 
leuioii  of  evil  spirits  wliicli  the  expected  retirement  of  tlie  bank 
of  the  Urnted  Stntes  has  let  loose  upon  the  people.  We  have 
long  since  arrived  at  the  conchision,  that,  i/the  banking  system 
is  lo  endure,  as  we  think  that  it  must,  there  is  an  absolute  ne- 
cessit-y  of  having  some  great  balance-wheel  to  keep  it  in  whole- 
poitie'oi>eration,  by  checking  the  profligacy  and  basenebs  of  the 
wests  o(  biz-little  men,  whith  an  over-»upply  of  banks  naturally 
creates.  No  possible  arraogement  of  the  local  baak.5  is  cocn.- 
petent  to  this  esMBtial  purpose. 
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unkindly — and  with  a  seeming  resolution  even  to  bank- 
rupt it,  though  at  an  amount  of  distress  and  ruin  such  as 
this  country  has  never  yet  seen — even  in  the  dark  and 
gloomy  period  of  time  above  spoken  of.  We  have  not 
leisure  to  extend  these  remarks — but  this  is  certain,  that  a 
prompt  action  in  congress,  by  which  the  questions  at  pre- 
sent agitated,  may  be  somehotv  settled,  is  indispensable  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Among  other  long  papers  we  insert  the  annual  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  that  part  of  the  message  of  the  president  which 
refers  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  are  enough  to  make 
one  laugh  heartily  at  the  prophecies  of  the  affiliated  press 
concerning  the  surplus,  and  the  groans  which  they  utter- 
ed on  account  of  its  excess!— unless  in  the  imputation  of 
motives  which  must  not  be  supposed  to  influence  honora- 
ble men,  and  a  supposition  that  the  estimates  have  been 
hept  down  to  have  effect  over  the  action  of  congress  on 
other  subjects,  and  especially  concerning  the  vetoed  land 
bill,  revived  by  Mr,  Clay. 

We  have  an  article  prepared  on  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, which  has  been  postponed  two  weeks,  and  must  yet 
lie  over. 

The  removal  of  the  public  deposites  is  the  present 
great  leading  matter  of  interest  at  Washington,  and  will 
give  rise  to  some  of  the  most  able  and  ardent  debates, 
perhaps,  ever  had  in  congress.  So,  probably,  also  at 
Kichmond,  Virginia,  in  the  house  of  delegates — for,  on 
tiie  motion  of  Mr.  John  S.  Barbour,  (late  member  of 
congress,  but  now  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia)  a  spe- 
cial  committee  has  been  raised  to  which  has  been  re- 
ferred "so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to 
an  agreement  entered  into  between  the  bank  of  Virginia 
and  its  office  at  Norfolk  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry." A  copy  of  ?a  like  agreement  made  with  the  "Gi- 
rard  Bank"  will  be  found  in  page  272,  and  a  cojjy  of  that 
with  the  bank  of  Virginia  had  been  formall}' communi- 
cated to  the  legislature  by  the  treasurer  of  the  common- 
wealth— which  is  deeply  interested  in  the  stock  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  bank.     Will  the  agreement  be  vetoed? 

Mr.  Butler,  the  new  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  arrived  at  Washington,  a  few  days  ago,  and  has 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

We  had  at  Baltimore  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  on  Satur- 
day last— it  was  about  18  inches  deep  at  Frederick;  but, 
on' Sunday,  the  rail  road  cars  arrived  at  Baltimore,  from 
Frederick,  60  miles,  only  one  hour  and  an  half  after  the 
usual  time.  So  much  for  rail  road  travelling  and  snow- 
ploughs! 

There  was  a  very  severe  storm  on  Monday  last,  and  a 
good  deal  of  damage  was  done  to  the  shipping  at  New 
York,  Alexandria,  &c.  but  we  have  not  heard  that  any 
suffered  in  the  land-locked  harbor  of  Baltimore.  So 
great  was  the  fall  of  water  that  the  mail  from  Washing- 
ton for  Baltimore,  due  at  5  A.  M.  on  Wednesday  last, 
did  not  arrive  until  about  4  P.  M.  the  bridge  and  road  at 
the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  at  Bladensburg,  being 
impassable.  Much  damage  has  been  sustained  on  the 
coast — and  a  heavy  loss  of  lives  and  property  suffered. 

The  board  of  examiners,  at  the  head  of  which  was  pro- 
fessor Silliman,  appointed  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  JVetv  England,  have  report- 
ed that  the  sole  cause  of  the  bursting  of  the  boilers  was 
the  immense  pressure  of  steam  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected through  the  negligence  of  the  engineer.  The  peo- 
ple killed  were,  then,  murdered. 

A  meeting  of  "the  democratic  members"  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  was  held  at  Ilarrisburg  on  the 
16th  inst.  at  which  the  calling  of  a  national  convention  to 
nominate  candidates  for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  was  recommended.  We 
shall  give  the  proceedings  hereafter. 

Gen.  McKean,  in  a  letter  from  Washington,  dated 
Dect  15,  decidedly  expresses  his  opposition  to  a  nafiorial 
convention,  and  unequivocal  aveision  "to  the  consumma- 


tion of  the  single  and  especial  object  intended  to  be  ac- 
complished by  it."  [The  nomination  of  Mr.  Va7i  Buren."] 

A  considerable  exportation  of  priests  (banished)  has 
lately-  been  made  from  Mexico.  If  about  30,000  of  ihem, 
and  1,000  generals,  "more  or  less"  were  sent  off,  we 
might  hope  for  the  prevalence  of  piety  and  patriotism,  in 
that  priest-ridden  and  general-led  country. 

The  property  of  churches  and  convents  in  JMexico,  va- 
lued at  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  has  been  seized 
to  pay  the  home  and  foreign  debt  incurred  in  the  revolu- 
tion. 

A  decree  of  the  government  acknowledges  Iturbide  as 
one  of  the  principal  authors  of  the  independence  of  Mex- 
ico:— that  the  remains  of  this  distinguished  general  are 
to  be  placed  in  the  national  urn,  with  those  of  the  first 
heroes  of  its  independence — that  the  widow  and  children 
of  Iturbide  can  return  to  the  republic,  and  that  the  family 
shall  continue  to  enjoy  the  pension  designated  by  law. 

Large  bodies  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  have  recently 
passed  the  Mississippi  for  the  new  lands  assigned  them 
in  the  west:  but  it  is  reported  that  between  5  and  6,000 
of  this  nation,  or  tribe,  refuse  to  leave  the  bones  of  their 
ancestors. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  "split"  among  the  Cherokees  re- 
maining east  of  the  Mississippi,  as  to  emigrating  west  of 
that  river;  that  the  last  meeting  of  the  council  had  been 
very  boistei-ous,  and  that  many  individuals  had  enrolled 
themselves  for  emigration.  A  new  delegation  to  Wash- 
ington has  been  appointed.  We  are  compelled  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  that  the  Cherokees,  as  a  tribe,  must  re- 
move beyond  the  Mississippi — but  hope  that  they  will 
make  a  careful  bargain  as  to  the  possession  of  the  new 
lands  which  are,  or  shall  be,  assigned  them— that  it  may 
not  soon  be  said  to  them — go  further. 

An  awful  famine  is  said  to  prevail  in  the  southern  pro- 
vinces of  Russia,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  ports  of  the 
Black  Sea  would  be  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of 
bread-stuffs.  The  pood  of  rye  meal  (40  lbs. )  usually 
worth  30  copecks,  was  selling  for  400.  The  cattle  were 
also  dying  of  a  rot.  Many  people  were  flying  to  the 
north,  for  food. 

It  is  said  that  hundreds  of  office-seekers  are  congregat- 
ed at  Washington.  No  particular  reason  for  this  gather- 
ing is  assigned. 

Massaghtjsetts,  If  the  count  made  of  the  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts  is  cor- 
rect— 'we  shall  xmsi  John  Davis  fvova  his  seat  in  congress; 
from  which  we  do  not  know  how  to  spare  him,  though 
even  to  fill  that  of  the  governor  of  Massachusetts— 
for  Mr.  Davis  is  not  only  one  of  the  ablest,  but  also  one 
of  the  most  amiable,  resolute,  yet  conciliatory  members 
of  the  body  to  Avhich  he  at  present  belongs. 

Lowell  was  a  part  of  the  wilderness  a  little  while  ago. 
In  1830,  however,  it  had  6,474  inhabitants — now  12,363; 
of  whom  7,926  are  females;  or  nearly  two  to  one, 

Virginia.  The  governor's  message  is  very  long  and 
%'ery  warm.  We  intend  to  give  some  extracts  from  it— - 
as  soon  as  we  can. 

Mr  Ritchie  has  been  re-elected  public  printer,  by  a  close 
vote,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  pleased  him;  and  he 
says  that  there  are  some  "circumstances  connected  with 
this  transaction  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  expose."— 
The  votes  stood  tlius — on  the  joint  ballot:  for  Mr.  Ritchie 
85,  Mr.  Samuel  Shepherd  72,  S.  Shepherd  &  Co.  1.  Ne- 
cessary to  a  choice  SO. 

NoiiTH  Catiolixa.  It  appears  by  a  late  repoit  of  the 
treasurer  of  North  Carolina,  that  the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury on  the  1st  of  Nov.  1832,  was  $7,924  73,  and  the  re- 
ceipts between  that  period  and  the  1st  inst.  $188,819  07. 
The  disbursements  during  the  same  period  were  $138,867 
46;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  at  tiie  begiruiing 
of  this  month  of  $57,877  24.  The  present  amount  of 
of  the  literary  fund  is  $117,024  81  no  expenditures  from 
it  having  been  made  during  the  year.  The  present  amount 
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of  the  internal  improvement  Fund  is  $979  08;  this  fund  is 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  one,  nor  is  there  much  pros- 
pect of  its  increase  from  any  ordinary  sources. 

David  L.  Swain  has  been  re-elected  governor  of  this 
state  without  op])Osition. 

JVilliain  Gasioii  has  been  elected  a  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court,  vice  chief  justice  Ilendei'son,  by  tlie  loilow- 
itv^  vote:  for  Mr.  Gaston  112,  Henry  Seawell  43,  blanks 
and  scattering-  30. 

South  Cauolixa.  The  following  formula  of  a  test 
oath,  sul)mitted  to  the  legislature  of  the  slnle  just  named, 
is  one  that  may  be  taken  with  as  much  ease  of  mind  as  is 
that  imposed  by  old  sailors  on  "crossing  the  line" — as  feu- 
an  example,  a  person  is  sworn  "never  to  kiss  the  maid, 
■when  he  might  kiss  the  mistress,  uidess  he  likes  the 
maid  the  best." 

Mr.  JMcCord,  from  the  committee  on  federal  rela- 
tions, submitted  a  report  on  so  much  of  the  governor's 
message,  No.  1,  as  relates  to  an  oath  of  office;  by  a  bill 
to  alter  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state, 
^vhich  was  read  a  first  time,  ordered  to  a  second  i-cading, 
&:c.  It  reads  thus:  "All  persons  who  shall  be  chosen, 
or  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  before  enter- 
ing on  the  execution  thereof,  shall  take  the  following 
oath:  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  be  faith- 
ful, and  true  allegiance  bear  to  the  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina, so  long  as  I  may  continue  a  citizen  thereof;  and  that 
I  am  duly  qualified  according  to  the  constitution  of  this 
state,  to  (!xei"cise  the  office  to  which  I  have  been  appoint- 
ed; and  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  discharge 
the  duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the 
constitution  of  this  state  and  of  the  United  States:  so 
help  me  God." 

Alabama.  The  Mnl)ile  Connnercial  Register  has  the  follow- 
ini;  remarks  in  relation  to  the  lute  movement  of  United  Slates' 
troops  to  the  south. 

We  have  just  learned,  from  an  authentic  source,  that  orders 
have  been  issued  from  head  quarters  for  the  iiinnediate  march- 
in<j  of  ten  companies  of  United  Slates'  artillery,  completely 
equipped  for  the  field,  to  Fort  Mitchell,  in  this  state.  This  de- 
laoiuuent,  added  to  the  troops  already  stationed  at  that  post, 
will  constitute  an  effective  force  of  fourteen  companies;  and  it 
is  probable  that  a  general  otlicer  will  be  designated  to  the  com- 
mand. 

The  object  of  this  movement  cannot  be  misunderstood.  We 
have  never  abandoned  tlie  hope  that  a  collision  between  the 
federal  and  state  authorities  may  be  avoided;  but  we  are  not  of 
the  number  who  regard  the  question  as  by  any  means  disposed 
of.  The  general  goveriunent  will  make  every  effort  to  complete 
the  Indian  reservations  by  the  15lh  January,  and  if  that  is  found 
impracticable,  to  designate  the  districts  in  which  they  are  to  be 
located;  but  should  they  fail  in  these  objects,  there  can  remain 
no  more  doubt  that  the  settlers  will  he  removed,  than  there  is  of 
the  ability  of  the  government  to  effect  it.  Should  matters  come 
to  tiiis  extremity,  which  may  heaven  in  mercy  avert,  what  a 
fearful  responsibility  must  rest  upon  those  who  have  been  in- 
strumental in  urging  it  on.  How  utterly  misjudged,  ill-timed, 
and  inappropriate,  are  the  sneers  and  taunts  of  ihe  nullitiers, 
that  "the  presi<lent  has  backed  out,"  "that  he  has  succumbed 
to  governor  Gayle,"  and  that  he  will  not  dare  to  execute  laws 
and  treaties,  and  maintain  inviolate  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
nation. 


West  It^bies.  Some  of  the  small  British  islands  have 
bowed  to  the  late  act  of  parliament  concerning  the  slaves, 
"conscious  of  weakness,"  but  under  protests  against  the 
proceeding.  A  good  many  slaves  had  made  their  escape 
from  St.  Lucia  and  Dominco,  to  Martinico  and  Guada- 
loupe,  itnder  the  idea,  perhaps,  of  enjoying  freedom 
there,  in  which  it  is  most  likely  that  they  will  be  disap- 
pointed. 

We  have  accounts  from  Jamaica  that  the  governor  has 
dissolved  the  provincial  legislature  in  consequence  of 
their  refusal  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  act  of  the  British  parliament  for  the  etnancipa- 
tion  of  tlie  slaves.  The  governor  had  sent  munitions  of 
war,  and  provisions  in  vessels  of  war,  from  Port  Royal, 
to  the  different  ports  in  the  island,  anticipating  a  revolt 
on  the  part  of  the  negroes.  He  had  expressed  to  the  as- 
sembly his  determination  to  rest  on  the  security  of  the 
troops  of  the  line,  which  had  been  reinforced,  and  on  one 
portion  of  the  militia,  alluding,  of  course,  to  the  whites. 
Several  families  had  matle  arrai>gemeuts  to  avail  t'lem- 
,  selves  of  the  first  packets  for  New  York. 


Spain.  Accotmis  have  been  received  from  Bilhoa  to  the  27th 
Oct.  The  Carlisfs  have  been  completely  successful  in  thatquar 
ler,  and  the  most  horrid  barbarities  have  been  couuniited;  many 
details  are  before  us — we  select  one  of  the  most  prominent.  A 
merchant  of  respectability  had  been  for  some  time  al)seiit,  and 
on  his  return  was  met  by  a  party  of  C.irlisls,  who  insisted  on 
his  shouiing  out  "Don  (Jarlos.  the  holy  ituiuisilion  and  absoliiie 
monarchy."  Jle  hesitated,  and  only  called  out  "viva!  viva!" 
upon  which  a  monk  sprung  upon  iiini,  stabbed,  ham-strung  him 
and  lefl  him  on  the  road  to  [)erisl'i.  Tlie  other  parlies  followed, 
cx(!f;rating  and  spilling  upon  him  as  ihey  passed.  The  niniiber 
of  men  near  liilhoa  is  stated  at  20,000,  coiiiisiing  mostly  of  fero- 
cious bandilli,  led  on  by  the  prii'sts. 

TWENTY- THIRD  COIVGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

Dcccmher  12.  After  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  declining  to  comnnniicate  a  certain  paper  called 
for  by  the  senate  (see  page  247),  had  been  read — 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  said,  that  the  call  to  which  this  message 
was  a  response,  had  be(!n  made  upon  the  president  after  full 
deliberation,  'i'he  right  to  make  it  was  founded  upon  the  pre- 
sumed act  of  the  president.  It  was  founded  upon  the  fact  of 
the  promulgaticui  of  the  stale  paper  emanating  from  the  presi- 
dent relating  to  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  president's  assent  and  direction. 
That  paper  had  been  published  to  the  world,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  president.  It  was  now  in  the  full  possession  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  published  to  make  an 
impression;  and  it  had  made  a  deep  impression  on  iheir  minds. 
But  still  it  had  been  published  on  autlunily  alleged  by  the  editor 
of  a  newspaper,  to  be  derived  from  the  president.  Whether 
the  paper  was,  in  fact,  genuine,  or,  if  genuine,  whether  it  wa3 
promulgated  with  the  president's  sanction,  were  questions  re- 
specting which  we  had  no  evidence,  but  that  which  the  asser- 
tion ol  the  editor,  the  paper  itself,  and  concurring  circumstan- 
ces, afTorded.  In  this  situation,  it  was  by  (Mr.  C.)  himself, 
aTid  he  supposed  by  those  who  voted  with  him  in  supporting 
the  call,  deemed  due  and  respectful  to  the  president,  due  to  the 
senate,  and  due  to  the  whole  country,  to  appeal  to  the  highest 
source  of  information  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  to  request 
an  authentic  and  official  copy  of  the  paper  itself. 

This  call  was  in  conformity  with  established  usage,  coeval, 
he  (Mr.  C.)  believed  with  the  government.  Whenever  either 
branch  of  congress  desire  a  public  paper  in  the  possession  of, 
or  proceeding  from,  the  executive,  it  has  called  for  it.  Innu- 
merable instances  of  such  calls  are  to  be  found  in  the  journals 
of  the  two  houses. 

In  this  case,  the  president  refuses  to  comply  with  the  call; 
and,  undertaking  to  judge  of  the  rights  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
rights  of  the  executive,  pronounces  that  the  call  is  not  one 
which  the  senate  can  constitutionally  make,  or  with  wliich  it 
is  his  duty  to  comply.  Whatever  sincerity  and  strength  may 
exist  in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  ihey  cannot  be  greater 
than  those  which  are  entertained  by  him  (Mr.  C),  and  he  has 
no  doubt  by  the  majority  of  the  senate,  that  they  have  a  right 
to  an  official  copy  of  the  paper.  He  had  expressly  disclaimed 
all  rigiit  of  iiiterveniinn  between  the  president  and  his  confi- 
dential advisers.  Every  such  purpose,  was  and  is,  distinctly 
disavowed.  If  the  document  had  remained  confidential,  it 
would  not,  and  could  not  have  been  called  for.  It  is  because 
it  had  ceased  to  be  confidential,  and  has  been  made  public  by 
the  authority  of  the  president  himself;  because  he  has  broken 
the  seal  of  confidence,  and  published  to  the  world  a  highly  im- 
portant state  paper,  affecting  the  custody  and  safely  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  immediate,  if 
not  the  sole  cause  of  the  most  important  act  ever  performed  by 
the  executive  of  the  United  States,  that  the  call  has  been  made. 
And  is  it  come  to  this,  that  the  whole  world,  including  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  may  be  put  in  possession  of  such  a 
paper,  and  that  an  official  copy  of  it  shall  be  denied  to  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  government.' 

But,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  not  necessary,  nor  was  it  his  pur- 
pose, to  proceed  any  further  in  this  matter.  He  desired  the 
highest  and  most  authentic  evidence  of  the  paper  in  question. 
It  has  been  applied  for,  and  is  refused.  And  now,  by  all  the 
dictates  of  common  sense,  and  according  to  all  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence respected  here  or  elsewhere,  he  was  at  liberty  to  use  the 
best  evidence  in  his  power,  and  he  should  hereafter  use,  on  all 
fit  occasions,  a  copy  of  the  document  referred  to  as  published 
in  the  current  newspapers  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  he  had  always  himself  believed  the  mo- 
tion calling  for  this  paper,  unnecessary,  and  that  no  benefit 
could  result  from  it.  It  was  unnecessary,  because  evidence  of 
a  fact  was  only  reqtiired  when  ihe  fact  itself  was  disputed. 
There  wa?'  no  dispute  in  this  case.  Friends  and  enemies  had 
considered  this  paper  as  an  authentic  one.  Why  then  wa?  it 
necessary  to  call  on  the  president  for  evidence  that  it  was  so? 

Every  body  on  his  side  of  the  house  admitted  the  paper  to  he 
genuine,  and  eyery  body  on  the  other  side  believed  it  to  be  so: 
no  benefit,  thefefore,  was  to  be  expected  from  the  call.  He 
had  also  another  objoction  to  the  call,  and  that  objection  was 
now  recognized  by  the  chief  magistrate  himself.  That  was, 
that  the  senate  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  a  right  to  make  a  call 
for  what  had  passed  between  the  president  and  the  members  of 
tus  cabinet.  If  they  had  a  right  to  do  this,  he  did  not  know 
where  they  Vif re  to  stop.  Ho  did  not  intend  to  question  the 
mniivcs  of  the  senator  wiih  svhom  this  call  originated.     It  had 
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become  the  act  of  the  majority  of  the  senate.  But  the  presi- 
dent had  said,  in  a  respectful  manner,  tliat  it  was  not  a  matter 
on  which  the  senate  had  a  right  to  be  informed.  Tlie  president 
had  thought,  and  correctly  so,  that  to  send  tliis  paper  would  be 
to  establitili  a  precedent  of  a  dangerous  cliaracler  for  those  who 
might  come  after  liini.  He  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  know  ihut  lie 
should  ever  have  to  .-ay  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  these  depo- 
eites:  but,  il  he  .<liouhl,  it  would  be  inipo^silile  for  hiui  to  dt.ny 
the  authenticity  of  this  paper.  lie  believed  tliat  il  was  authen- 
tic, as  firmly  as  he  beheved  that  he  was  now  siuuUing  in  his 
place. 

He  concluded  with  moving  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table; 
and  the  moiion  was  agreed  to. 
The  senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 

December  16.  The  vice  president  of  the  United  States  this 
day  took  his  seat  in  the  chair  of  the  senate,  and  delivered  the 
following  address: 

Senators.'  On  entering  on  the  duties  of  the  station  to  vvliich 
I  have  been  called  by  the  people,  deference  to  you  and  justice 
to  myself  require  that  I  should  forestall  expectations  which 
might  otherwise  be  disappointed.  Although  for  many  years 
heretofore  a  meml)er  of  the  senate,  1  regret  that  I  should  not 
have  acquired  that  knowledge  of  the  particular  order  of  its  pro- 
ceedings which  might  naturally  be  expected.  Unfortunately 
for  me,  in  respect  to  my  present  condition,  I  ever  found  those 
at  hand  who  had  more  correctly  appreciated  this  important 
branch  of  their  duties,  and  on  whose  opinions,  as  to  points  of 
order,  I  could  at  all  times  safely  rely.  This  remissness  will, 
doubtless,  for  a  season,  cause  me  no  small  degree  of  embar- 
rassment. So  far,  however,  as  unremitting  exertions  on  n)y 
part,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  advice  of  those  who  are  bet 
ter  informed  than  myself,  can  avail,  this  deficiency  will  be  re- 
medied as  speedily  as  possible:  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  the 
senate,  in  the  mean  time,  will  extend  to  me  a  considerate  in- 
dulgence. 

But,  however  wanting  I  may  be,  for  the  time,  in  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  technical  duties  of  the  chair,  1  entertain,  I 
humbly  hope,  a  deep  and  solenui  conviction  of  its  high  moral 
obligations.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  who  occupies  it,  is  bound 
to  cherish  towards  the  members  of  the  body  over  which  he  pre- 
sides, no  other  feelings  than  those  of  justice  and  courtesy — to 
regard  them  all  as  standing  upon  an  honorable  equality — to  ap 
ply  the  rules  established  by  themselves,  for  their  own  govern- 
ment, with  strict  impartiality — and  to  use  whatever  authority 
lie  possesses  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  protect  the  rights, 
to  respect  the  feelings,  and  to  guard  the  reputations  of  all  who 
may  be  affected  by  its  exercise. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  other  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment to  say,  ttiat  there  is  none  on  which  the  constitution  de- 
volves such  extensive  powers  as  it  does  upon  the  senate. 
There  is  scarcely  an  exercise  of  constitutional  authority  in 
which  it  does  not  mediately  or  immediately  participate;  it  forms 
an  important,  and,  in  some  respects,  an  indispensable  part  of 
each  of  the  three  great  departments,  executive,  legislntive  and 
judicial;  and  is,  moreover,  the  body  in  vi'hich  is  made  efTeclual, 
that  share  of  power  in  the  federal  organization  so  wisely  allow- 
ed to  the  respective  state  sovereignties. 

Invested  with  such  august  powers  so  judiciously  restricted, 
and  so  largely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  good  government,  il 
is  no  wonder  that  the  senate  is  regarded  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  as  one  of  the  best  features,  in  what  they  at  least 
consider  to  be,  the  wisest,  the  freest  and  happiest  political  sys- 
tem in  the  world.  In  fervent  wishes  that  it  may  long  continue 
to  be  so  regarded,  and  in  a  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
order,  propriety  and  regularity  in  its  proceedings,  we  must  all 
concur.  It  shall  be  an  object  of  my  highest  ambition,  senators, 
to  join  with  you,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  iu  efTectinc  those  desiia- 
ble  objects;  and  in  endeavoring  to  realise  the  expectation  form- 
ed by  this  body  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  ever 
eince  confidently  cherished,  that  it  would  exercise  the  most 
efficient  influence  in  upholding  the  federal  system,  and  in  per- 
petuating what  is  at  once  the  foundation  and  the  safeguard  of 
our  country's  welfare,  the  union  of  the  states. 

Samuel  McKean,  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  John  M.  Clay- 
ton, from  Delaware,  G.  ^.  lVags;aman,  from  Louisiana,  and  L. 
F-  Linn,  from  Missouri,  appeared  to-day  and  took  their  seats. 

The  senate  proceeded  first  to  elect  the  chairmen  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  and  afterwards  the  members  of  such  coinmit 
tees.  The  first  requires  a  majority,  the  second  only  a  plurality 
of  votes. 

Committee  on  foreign  relations — Mr.  Wilkins,  chairman,  by 
26  votes  on  the  2d  ballot— other  members  Me83rs.  Rives,  For- 
syth, Sprague  and  Mangum. 

On  finance— Mr.  Webster,  chairman,  by  22  votes  on  the  3d 
ballot— other  members  Messrs.  Tyler,  Ewing,  Wilkins  and 
Mangum. 

On  commerce — Mr.  Silsbee,  chairman,  by  23  votes  on  the  first 
ballot— other  members  Messrs.  King,  of  Ala.  Wright,  Wagga- 
man  and  Sprague. 

On  mayiufactures—MT.  Frelinghuysen,  chairman,  by  23  votes 
on  the  1st  ballot— other  members  Messrs.  Knight,  Morris,  Liiin 
and  Prentice. 

On  agriculture— Mr.  Brown,  chairman,  by  42  votes  on  the  1st 
ballot— other  members  Mesfcrs.  Robinson,  Kent,  Swift  and 
Wright. 

On  military  affuirB— Mr.  Benton,  chairman,  by  36  votes  on 
Die  let  ballot— other  memberi  Meesre.  PrtBton,  Clayton,  King 
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On  the  militia— Mr.  Robinson,  chairman,  by  42  votes  on  the 
1st  ballot— other  members  Messrs.  Hendricks,  Waggaman, 
McKean  and  Clayton. 

On  naval  affairs— Mr.  Southard,  chairman,  by  25  voles  on 
the  1st  ballot— other  members  Messrs.  Bibb,  Robbins,  Tall- 
inadge  and  Chambers. 

On  jiublic  lands — Mr.  Poindexter,  chairman,  by  24  votes  on 
the  Isi  ballot — other  tnembers  Messrs.  Moore,  Prentiss,  McKean 
and  Clay. 

On  public  land  claims — Mr.  Kane,  chairman,  by  41  votes  on 
the  lit  ballot— other  members  Messrs.  Linn,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter and  Silsbee. 

Oil  Indian  affairs — Mr.  White,  chairman,  by  42  votes  on  the 
Isl  ballot, — other  members*  Messrs.  Frelinghuysen,  Tipton, 
Smith  and  Swift. 

Oa  claims — Mr.  Bell,  chairman,  by  29  votes  on  the  1st  ballot 

— oilier  members  Messrs.  Brown,  Naudain,  Wright  and  Tipton. 

On  the  judiciary — Mr.  Clayton,  chairman,  by  22  votes  on  the 

2d  ballot — other  members  Messrs.   Bibb,  Preston,  Smith  and 

Bell. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Mr.  Grundy,  chairman,  by 
42  voles  on  Hie  Isi  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Ewing, 
Rives,  Clayton  and  Knight. 

On  roads  and  canals — Mr.  Hendricks,  chairman,  by  43  votes 
on  the  1st  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Hill,  Southard,  Shep- 
ley  and  Kent. 

On  pensions — Mr.  Tomiinson,  chairman,  by  25  votes  on  the 
1st  ballot — oilier  members  Messrs.  Prentiss,  McKean,  Tall- 
madge  and  Kane. 

On  revolutionary  claims — Mr.  Moore,  chairman,  by  38  voles 
on  the  1st  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Swift,  Hill,  White 
and  Shepley. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Mr.  Chambers,  chairman,  by  28 
votes  on  the  1st  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Tyler,  South- 
ard, Bibb  and  Tomiinson. 

On  contingent  expenses — Mr.  Knight,  chairman,  by  37  votes 
on  the  1st  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Tomiinson  and  Tall 
madge. 

On  engrossed  bills— Mr.  Shepley,  chairman,  by  23  votes  on  the 
1st  ballot — other  members  Messrs.  Morris  and  Robinson. 

December  17.  After  leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  several 
bills,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  organization  of  its  commit- 
tees— [the  results  of  which  are  given  above.] 

The  annual  treasury  report  was  received,  and  1,500  extra  co- 
pies orderetl  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  the  coiisideralion  of  executive 
business — after  which  sundry  petitions  were  received,  and  the 
senate  adjourned. 

December  18.  Many  resolutions  were  offered  this  day,  which 
will  suflicienlly  appear  in  future  proceedings — among  them  waa 
a  series  ofiered  by  Mr.  Poindexter  calling  for  a  general  view  of 
the  acquisitions  and  sales,  &c.  of  tlie  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  lie  one  day 
on  the  tablet 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  a  copy  of  the  entire  letter  addressed 
by  Mr.  Crawford,  when  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  date 
the  13th  February,  1817,  to  the  president  of  the  Mechanics' 
bank  of  New  York,  an  extract  from  which  is  recitwd  in  his  re- 
port to  congress  on  the  3d  December,  1833;  and  copies  of  the 
other  correspondence  of  Mr.  Crawford  with  the  banks  about 
tliat  period,  to  passages  in  which  the  secretary  alludes  in  the 
same  report. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
agent  appointed,  during  the  last  summer,  to  inquire  upon  what 
terms  the  state  banks  would  undertake  to  perform  the  services 
to  the  government  which  had  been  performed  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  Slates  and  the  said  banks:  a  copy  of  the  report 
made,  if  one  were  made,  by  the  agent  to  the  secretary,  or  to 
the  executive;  the  name  of  the  agent,  his  compensation,  and  in 
virtue  of  what  law  he  was  so  appointed. 

Mr.  Moore  offered  a  resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence 
of  the  secretary  of  war  with  the  agents  employed  in  removing 
the  Indians,  &c. 

Parts  of  the  president's  message  were  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate committees. 
Several  bills  were  read  a  second  time. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claitn^;  due  to  citizoua 
of  the  United  States  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  1800,  was  referred  to  a  select  cnmmiltoe,  eonsisiing  of 
Messrs.  Webster,  Preston.  Chambers,  Grundy  i\n(\  Prevfiss. 

The  chair  then  called  the  special  order,  being  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposite.-^,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  was  still  of  opinion  tbnt 
this  subject  required  a  very  early  and  prompt  decision.  But 
some  information  which  had  been  called  for,  and  which  it  was 
necessary  to  have  before  the  discussion  came  on,  had  not  yet 
be(?n  received;  and  other  information  equally  necessary  would 
probably  be  asked  for  to  morrow.  This  would  cause  delay, 
and  he  therefore  did  not  propose  at  present  to  txn  into  the  dis- 
cussion. He  was  also  desirous,  when  the  subject  shoulil  be 
taken  up  to  close  what  he  would  have  to  say,  with  some  reso-  , 
Intions  which  he  had  not  yet  prepared. 

*Thp  other  members  of  this  committee  and  tho^p  which  fol- 
low, were  all  chosen  oa  the  ensuing  day,  but  placed  her*  m 
order  to  save  trouble. 
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He  therefore  moved  to  poslpone  tli«  considc^ratioii  of  the  spe- 
cial order  until  Monday,  wliicli  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Some  bill;?  hoiiijj  read  and  referred,  tlie  senate  adjourned. 

December  19.  After  the  presentation  of  petitiorrs,  &c.  Mr. 
Tj/Zcr  asked  and  ohtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  an 
act  tor  the  bett<  r  organization  of  the  treasury  department,  ap- 
proved May  1820.  In  explanation,  it  apjtearn  that  this  act  re 
lates  to  liie  manner  of  prosecuting  for  debts  due,  or  presumed  to 
be  owing  to  the  U.  States — as  presentcul  in  the  particular  i-ast- 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  now  imprisoned  at  Kichmond.  Mr.  Tiiler 
paid  that  the  trial  by  jury  was  set  at  nought  by  the  law,  which 
he  wished  repealed.  The  bill  to  repeal  it  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Schenectady,  calling  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  distressing 
fact,  that,  almost  on  every  occasion  where  there  has  been  a  fire 
on  board  a  steamboat,  it  has  terminated  in  a  comple  conflagra 
lion.  He  thought  the  proper  course  was  to  send  this  petition  to 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs — which  after  oome  conversation, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grundy  offered  the  following  rei^olutions: 

Resolved  1st,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  com 
municate  to  the  senate  a  statement  of  the  allowances,  by  him 
made,  beyond  the  sums  stipulated  in  the  original  contract,  since 
tile  6ih  of  April,  1829,  specifying,  in  every  case,  the  service  to 
be  performed  by  the  original  contract,  and  tiie  sums  to  be  paid 
thereon,  the  nature  and  extent  of  each  facility  and  improve- 
ment, and  the  extra  allowance  made  therefor,  and  the  name 
of  the  persons  to  whom  the  allowance  has  been  made,  and  at 
what  time. 

2d.  A  statement  of  the  curtailments  of  facilities  lately  made 
by  the  department,  specifying  each  route,  and  the  names  of  the 
respective  contractors,  and  the  amount  of  the  diminution  of  ser- 
vice and  of  compensation,  in  each  case;  also,  what  routes,  if 
any,  have  been  discontinued. 

3d.  The  expenses  incurred  in  putting  into  operation  the  post 
routes,  established  by  the  act  of  the  15th  June,  1832;  cost  of 
transporting  the  mail  on  said  routes  in  each  year. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Grundy  requested  their  immediate  consideration.  The 
question  being  then  on  their  adoption, 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay  and  Grundy,  the  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  the  following  resolution;  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  th«  expediency  of  passing  a  law  for  preventing,  as 
far  as  may  be,  accidents  to  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  or 
coastwise  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from  explosion  by 
steam. 

Mr.  Man^um,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  rose  and  said,  it  was  with 
profound  regret  that  he  fell  himself  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  a  subject,  involving  consi- 
derations of  a  deeply  interesting  and  most  delicate  nature.  He 
said,  that  he  alluded  to  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  ]2ih 
inst.  responding  to  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the 
senate,  in  relation  to  a  paper  purporting  to  be  published  by  his 
authority,  in  reference  to  the  deposites.  Next  to  the  grave  and 
novel  occurrence  requiring  this  notice,  he  said,  he  most  regret- 
ted that  the  duty  had  devolved  upon  him  to  invite  to  it  the  con- 
sideration of  the  senate.  He  had  delayed  taking  this  course 
for  several  day.*!,  hoping  that  some  other  senator  would  conquer 
the  repugnance  so  natural  and  so  inevitable,  in  the  discharge  of 
a  duty  so  delicate  and  so  painful.  That  he  had  hoped  that 
some  notice  of  the  subject  would  have  proceeded  from  a  differ- 
ent quarter.  But  his  hopes  in  this  respect  not  being  realized, 
and  as  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution  alluded 
to,  he  felt  it  proper  and  necessary  to  take  this  course. 

The  subject  involves  high  and  grave  matter,  not  in  reference 
to  the  character  of  the  information  sought,  for  that  is  compara- 
tively of  utter  insignificance;  but  as  touching  the  constitutional 
rigiits  of  the  executive  and  of  the  senate,  and  what,  among 
gentlemen,  can  be  considered  as  of  but  little  less  consequence, 
that  high  courtesy  and  mutual  respect  so  essential  to  the  har- 
monious action  and  efficient  co-operation  of  the  different  de- 
partments in  our  political  system. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  examine  the  eubjrct  ,at  considerable 
length.  It  was  one  that  ought  to  be  treated  with  groat  caution 
and  delicacy.  If  the  senate  had  been  in  error,  it  was  honora- 
ble, as  well  as  an  act  of  duty,  to  retract  it  immediately — hut,  if 
on  the  contrary,  a  review  of  the  case  should  add  strensrth  to 
first  impressions,"  there  was  no  alternalive  btit  to  maintain  the 
high  constitutional  rights  of  the  senate,  &c.  He  iriovrd  to  take 
up  the  message,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  &c. 

Mr.  Mungum  having  stated  seven  as  the  nuwihcr  f>f  the  com- 
mittee, the  senate  proceeded  to  bnllot  for  the  commitK^e,  when 
the  followinc  members  were  elected:  Messrs.  Mangum,  White, 
Forsyth,  Ewing,  Bihb,  Southard  and  Rives. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
committee;  but  the  senate  would  not  excuse  him. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Poindexter  being  mo- 
dified, was  agreed  to — and  some  other  minor  or  preparatory  bu- 
siness was  disposed  of. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  concerning  the  deposites,  by 
Mr.  Clay,  came  up,  and  that  gentleman  having  explained  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  offer  it — (and  in  doinii  so  severe- 
ly examined  certain  things  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 


sury in  his  report  on  this  Hubjecl),  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 
— after  Mr.  Forsyth  had  offered  a  brief  defence  of  the  secretary. 
With  reference  to  Mr.  Crau'ford'>s  letter,  a  part  of  which  Mr. 
Taney  had  quoted,  Mr.  Clay  .'^aid  that  Mr.  Crawford  never,  in 
the  correspondence  referred  to,  distinctly  asserted  any  such 
principle  as  his  successor  attributes  to  hiiii;  never  did  claim  for 
him.sidf,  on  that  occasion,  any  .'^mth  extraordinary  and  exclusive 
power  over  the  dcpo-ites;  and  that  that  correspondence  waa 
conducted  under  an  authority  totally  different  from  that  con- 
tained in  the  bank  charter.' 

[In  th(.'  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Cirtj/ took  an  opportunity 
to  vin<licale  himself  agaitist  certain  connexiows  which  it  had 
been  said  existed  between  himself  and  the  hank,  the  substance 
of  which  was  that  he  never  had  received  any  favor  from  the 
bnnk  — that  he  had  rendered  professional  seivices  which  were 
paid  for  as  usual,  and  that  the  amount  received  was  honestly 
earned— that  for  more  than  eight  years  past,  he  had  not  been  the 
counsel  for  the  bank,  and  that  he  did  not  owe  it  a  solitary 
cent.  &c.] 

The  resolution  being  disposed  of,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  are  the  standing  committees  of  the  house: 

On  elections— Me.^.^rs.  Claiborne,  Grifiin,  Hawkins,  (N.  C.) 
Banks,  Vanderpoel,  Jones,  (Ga.)  Peyton,  Hamer,  Hannegan. 

On  ways  and  means — Messrs.  Polk,  Wilde,  Cambreleng,  Gor- 
ham,  McKim,  Binney,  Loyall,  McKinlcy,  Hubbard. 

On  claims — Messrs.  Whittlesey,  (O.)  Barber,  Mclntire,  Gren- 
nell,  H.  King,  Gholson,  Cramer,  Forrester,  Byiium. 

On  commerce — ^JMessrs.  Sutherland,  Davis,  (Mass.)  Harper, 
(N.  H.)  Foot,  McKay,  Lawrence,  Pinckney,  Heath,  Selden. 

On  public  lands — Messrs.  Clay,  Duncan,  Boon,  Mason,  Clay- 
ton, Slade,  (Vt.)  Leavitt,  Ashley,  Inge. 

On  post  offices  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Conner,  Kavanagh, 
Pearce,  (R.  1.)  Thomas,  (Lou.)  Briggs,  Murphy,  Lane,  Lytle, 
Laporte. 

On  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Chinn,  W.  B.  Shepard, 
McKennan,  Stoddert,  Allen,  (Va.)  Dennis,  Heister,  Fillmore, 
Taylor. 

On  the  judiciary — Messrs.  Bell,  (Ten.)  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gor- 
don, Beardsley,  Thomas,  (Md.)  Hardin,  Parks,  Pii'rce,  (N.  H.) 

On  revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Muhlenburg,  Crane,  Bates, 
Standefer,  Boiildin,  Marshall,  Young,  Baylies,  Turrill. 

On  public  expenditures — Messrs.  Davenport,  Lyon,  Page, 
Clarke,  (Penn.)  Tweedy,  Gillet,  Hall,  (Vt.)  McLene,  Kinnard. 

On  private  land  claims — Messrs.  Johnson,  (Tenn.)  Mardis, 
Carr,  Galbraith,  Mann,  (N.  Y.)  Cage,  Felder,  Casey,  Bull. 

On  manufactures — Messrs.  Adams, (Mass.)  Huntington,  (Con.) 
Denny,  Davis,  (S.  C.)  Corwin,  Dickerson,  Martindale,  McCo- 
mas,  Osgood. 

On  agriculture — Me.«sr?.  Bockee,  Taylor,  (Va.)  Hathaway, 
Barnitz,  Bean.  Dunlnp,  Clowney,  Turner,  Davis,  (Ky.) 

On  Indian  affairs — Messrs.  Lewi.=!,  Gilmer,  McCarty,  Everett, 
(Vt.)  Graham,  Allen,  (O.)  Dickinson,  (Ten.)  Howell,  Love. 

On  military  affairs — Messrs.  Johnson,  (Ky.)  Vance,  Speight, 
Ward,  Blair,  (S.  C.)  Thompson.  (O.)  Burd,  Coffee,  Bunch. 

On  naval  a/f airs— Messrs.  White,  (N.  Y.)  Milligan,  Wat- 
inough,  Patton,  Lansing,  Reed,  Grayson,  Parker,  Smith. 

On  foreign  relations — Messrs.  Archer,  Everett,  (Massachu.) 
Wayne,  McDuffie,  Hall,  (N.  C.)  Coulter,  Jarvis,  Pierson,  Car- 
michael. 

On  territories — Messrs.  Williams,  Allen,  (Ky.)  Potts,  John- 
son, (N.  Y.)  Anthony,  Wilson,  (Va.)  Jones,  (O.)  Ewing,  Gam- 
ble. 

On  revolutionary  pensions — Mes.Ts.  Wardwell,  Barringer, 
Tompkins,  Moore,  (Va.)  Lea,  Deming,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Fowler, 
Bell,  (Ohio.) 

On  invalid  pensions — Messrs.  Burges,  Evans,  Beall,  Schley, 
Adams,  (N.  Y.)  Schenck,  Chilton,  Chancey,  Mitchell,  (Ohio.) 

On  roads  and  canals — Messrs.  Mercer,  Blair,  (Tenn.)  Vinton, 
Stewart,  Rencher,  Johnson,  (Md.)  Lucas,  Pope,  Slade,  (III.) 

On  revisal  and  unfivished  business — Messrs.  Dickson,  Harri- 
son, (Pa.)  McLene,  Shinn,  Beaty. 

On  accounts — Messrs.  Mann,  (Pa.)  Lee,  (N.  J.)  Mitchell,  (N. 
Y.)  Crockett,  Miller. 

On  expenditures  in  department  of  state — Messrs.  A.  H.  Shep- 
pard,  Day,  Beaumont,  Bodle,  Patterson. 

On  expenditures  in  department  of  the  treasure/ — Messrs.  Allen, 
(Vt.)  J.  C.  Fuller,  Harper,  (Pa.)  Spangler,  Clark,  (N.  Y.) 

On  expenditures  in  department  of  war — Messrs.  Whittlesey, 
(N.  Y.)  Deberry,  Chambers,  Webster,  (O.)  Halsey. 

On  expenditures  in  department  of  navy — Messrs.  Hall,  (Me.) 
Huntington,  (N.  Y.)  Ramsay,  Sloane,  Van  Iloiiten. 

On  expenditures  in  denartment  of  post  office — Messrs.  Hawes, 
Fulton,  Burns,  Wa^encr,  Lay,  (N.  Y.) 

On  expenditures  on  public  buildings — Messrs.  Whallon,  Dar- 
liniiton.  Brown,  Henderson,  Hard. 

Friday,  Dec.  13.  Mr.  Bullard,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Choatc, 
of  Mas.sachusettes,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  to  day. 

Among  various  petitions  and  memorials  this  morning,  Mr. 
Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  number  of  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  further  subscrip- 
tion of  stock  to  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal. 

The  speaker  presented  a  memorial  tVom  Messrs.  Gilpin,  Sul- 
livan, Wager  and  McElderry,  government  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  stating  (as  the  speaker  announced)  certain 
matters  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  that  institution. 
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.     Mr.  Polk  moved  tbat  it  be  referred  to  llie  commiuee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  Watmough  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  comraittee  of 
the  whole  house  on  ihe  state  of  the  union. 

The  latter  motion  having  precedence  l)y  rule,  was  stated  from 
the  chair, 

Mr.  i^o/fe  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  agreeing  to  it, 
>which  were  ordejed  by  the  iiouse. 

Mr.  Archer  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  paper 
lie  for  the  present  upon  the  tabki,  until  llie  queslion  pending  l)e- 
fore  tiie  house,  as  to  tlie  reference  of  tlie  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  on  tlie  same  sui)ject,  should  tiiit  liave  been  set- 
tled; and  he  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  Polk  sai<i,  tliat,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
<vvould  consent  to  withdraw  that  motion,  he  should  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  also. 

Mr.  ..^rcAer  said,  if  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  wished  to 
address  the  house,  he  would,  at  his  request,  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, to  aftbrd  liim  that  opportunity;  but  should  immediately  af 
ter  r«new  jl.    The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

A  brief  debate  followed.  Mr.  Polk  advocated  a  reference  of 
ihe  paper  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr.  Foster  re- 
minded the  house  that  the  president's  message  had  not  yet  been 
^disposed  of — and  hoped  that  the  paper  would  lie  on  tiie  table  for 
ihe  present.  Mr.  Archer  said,  suppose  the  iiouse  should  deter- 
mine that  the  secretary's  letter  on  the  deposites  should  go  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  would  the  geiulemau  desire  this 
pap^.r  to  take  a  different  course?  And  concluded  with  moving 
>to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  to  print  it. 

Mr.  Polk  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion:  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Speight  wished  the  question  divided.  It  was  divided  ac- 
coxtiiugly,  so  as  to  lake  it  separately  on  laying  on  tiie  table  and 
printing. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  on  laying  the  memorial  for 
the  present  on  the  table,  stood  as  tbllows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley, 
Banks,  Barber,  Barnilz,  Bates,  Beale,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell, 
Binuey,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Bull,  Bnrd,  Burges,  Cage, 
iCarmiehael,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  William 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Evving,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  Fowler,  F.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble, 
sGhoIson,  Gilmer,  Gbrdon,  Gorham,  Gray^^on,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
ililand.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  tlazeltine.  Heath,  Heis 
ter,  J.  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Lay,  T. 
J^eCj  Lewis,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  Mason,  McKennan, 
iVIercer,  Milligan,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Selden,  Wni. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sheppe.rd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
ler,  Stewart,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
•Tweedv,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 107. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Williani  Allen,  Anthony,  Baylies,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
John  Bell,  Jas.  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boekee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Sarnl.  Clark, 
Clay,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Pliilemon  Diekerson,  D.  W.  Dick- 
inson, Dunlap,  Foj-ester,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillett,  Jos. 
Hall,T.  H.  Hall,Ha^sey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Har- 
rison, Hathaway,  Hav»^kins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hub- 
bard, Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lu 
cas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  McCoinas,  Mclntire, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  Me Vean,  Miller,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Muhlenburg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks, 
Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pier- 
son,  Polk.  Pope,  Ramsay,  Rencher,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn, 
.Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
WiWiam  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turner,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Web- 
ster, Whallon,  C.P.  White,  Wise— 119. 

'Bo  the  Iiouse  refused  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

jO^i  the  question  of  printing,  the  nays  were  only  4.  So  it  was 
«rdertd  lliatthe  memi>fial  he  printed. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  referring  the  memorial  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  the  yeas  were 
v98,  and  the  nays  133.  So  the  house  refused  the  motion:  and 
;lhe  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
fueans. 

A  good  many  private  petitions  were  presented  this  day,  and 
«eyeriiJ  bills  reported  for  the  relief  of  private  individuals. 

Mr.  C.  P.  White,  with  consent  of  the  house,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Jlesolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed 
io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  n»akiiig  an  appropriation  to 
construct  and  equip  two  small  vessels  of  war,  to  be  rigged  either 
as  brigs  or  schooners,  under  the  direction  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment, to  supply  the  places  of  the  Porpoise  and  Dolpiiin;  and 
•that  said  committee  be  authorised  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  16.  Mr.  White,  of  La.  appeared,  was  sworn, 
and  took  his  scat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steirart,  the  following  joint  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pns^^ed  at  its  last  session,  was 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals: 


Resolved,  That  the  senators  from  this  state  in  the  concress  of 
the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  re- 
qtie.-ted,  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  aulhods- 
ing  the  subscription  of  a  million  of  (hdlars,  on  the  part  of  tlie 
gem^ral  government,  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  comjiany,  to  be  expi-iided  on  the  western  section. 

Mr.  McKennan  presenli.d  eight  memorials  from  sundry  of  the 
inliabiiants  of  western  Pennsylvania,  relating  to  different  sub- 
jects. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  memorial  of  the  president,  direc- 
tors and  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  conipa- 
\tv,  asking  furlhiM-  aid  from  congress  lor  carryiiiir  on  s?iid  work. 
[Tlie  memorial  was  accompanied  by  a  long  and  interesting  re- 
port from  capt.  W.  G  McNeill,  of  the  toiiographical  engineers, 
u()on  the  progress  and  state  of  the  canal.]  ~Tfie  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Patton  to  the  9th  rule  of  the 
house,  requiring  the  speaker  to  vote  in  all  cases,  and  declaring 
when,  including  his  vote,  the  house  was  equally  divided,  the 
decision  should  be  taken  as  in  the  negative,  coming  up  as  the 
unfinished  business. 

When  Messrs.  Wayne  and  Patton  had  further  discussed  the 
subject,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — 98  for  and 
121  against  it;  so  the  rule  was  not  amended  as  piopostd. 

The  unfinished  busijiess  of  yesterday  next  coming  up,  viz:  the 
(|uestion  of  reconsideiing  a  vote  of  the  house,  by  whicli  the 
trport  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  remo- 
val of  tlie  deposiles,  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
wliole  on  the  slate  of  the  union, 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Selden,  Font, 
Beardsley,  Gtirham  and  Polk.  Mr.  Burges  moved  for  an  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  17.  Many  resolutions  were  presented  this  day. 
We  cannot  give  them  at  length,  and  several  were  of  a  private 
nature.  Messrs.  Stnndifer,  Hawes,  Hannegan,  Euing,  L.  Lyonj 
Carr  and  others,  offered  resolutions  to  favor  state  internal  im- 
provements, which  were  referred;  several  resolutions  vveie  pre- 
sented concerning  the  public  lands,  and  a  series  by  Mr.  Dun- 
can, as  follows: 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  and  graduating  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  so  that  the  future  proceeds  of  sales 
shall  not  exceed  the  general  charge  of  surveying  and  selling 
them. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  all  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  selling  160  acres  of  land  to  each  ac- 
tual settler,  who  shall  cultivate  the  same  for  five  years,  at  aless 
rate  than  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  all  auction  sales  of  the  public  lands;  per- 
mitting them  in  future  to  be  purchased  at  private  sale  as  soon  as 
they  are  surveyed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  what  amount  of  postage  has  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  restoring  to  the  post  office  departinent  such 
portions  of  the  amount  so  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  will  enable 
the  postmaster  general  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  congress, 
approved  June  15,  1832,  entitled  "an  act  to  establish  certain 
post  roads,  and  to  alter  and  discontinue  others,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

The  other  proceeding  will  sufficiently  appear  in  their  progress. 

The  resolutions  being  read,  &c. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Polk's  motion  to 
reconsider  the  reference  of  Mr.  Taney's  report,  on  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Burges,  who  had  the  floor,  (from  having  moved  the  ad- 
journment last  evening),  had  declined  availine  himself  of  the 
priority  of  right  to  address  the  house;  and  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  Georgia,  who  rose  for  the  purpose  of  vindi- 
cating himself  from  what  he  conceived  a  misrepresentation  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York.  [Cut  not  havinggiven, 
nor  being  able  to  give  this  debate  just  now,  w(!  must  pass  over 
what  Mr.  Clayton  said.  He  wished  to  see  the  bank  put  down 
safely  and  gradually,  but  thought  a  greater  evil  could  hardly  be- 
fal  the  country  than  its  swift  destruction. J 

After  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Speight  demanded  the  previous 
question— it  failed  102  to  113. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  and  continued,  and  Messrs. 
Denny,  Vanderpoel,  McDuffie,  Sutlierland,  Foot,  Jones,  Pey- 
ton, Davis  and  Lane  took  a  part  in  it.     And  then — 

The  question  was  taken  on  reconsidering  the  reference  of 
Mr.  Taney'*  report  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  decided 
in  tlie  affirmative — yeas  124,  nays  102,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adaiiis,  John  J.  Allen,  William  Allen, 
Anthony,  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John 
Hell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boekee,  Hodle,  Boon,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Oarmichael,  Carr,  Casey^ 
Clianey,  Chiun,  Claiborne.  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Day,  Philemon  Diekerson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Dunlnp, 
Forester,  Fowh^r,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton.  Galbraith,  Gholson, 
Gillett,  Joseph  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Ilalsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J. 
M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
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Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  flurilington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
Noadiuli  Johnson,  Cuve  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagli, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lea- 
vilt,  Thomas  Lee,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  Mason,  MeCariy,  McComas,  McKay,  McKiui,  McKin- 
ley,  McLene,  McVcan,  Miller,  Robert  Mitclull,  Muhlcnhurg, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parka,  Parker,  Patton,  Patterson,  D. 
J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Pope,  Raui- 
say,  Schenck,  Schley,  Aug.  IL  Shepperd,  Sliinn,  Charles  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Tay- 
lor, J.  Tliouison,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  llouten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P. 
White,  Wise— 1-24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Arch- 
er, Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Batringer,  Bates,  Beatty, 
James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Bull,  Burd, 
Surges,  Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clarke, 
Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darling- 
ton, John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport, 
Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Evving,  Felder,  Fill- 
more, Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gor- 
ham,  Grayson,  Greimell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  J.  W.  Huntington, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Seaburn  Jones,  King,  Lewis,  Love,  Martin- 
dale,  Marshall,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Reucher,  Selden,  Win.  B.  Shepard, 
William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Wm.  P.  Taylor, 
Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
mough,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 102. 

So  the  house  determined  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  mean?. 

To  which  motion  Mr.  McDuffie  moved  an  amendment  propos- 
ing to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  a  resolution  dictating 
that  the  residue  of  the  deposites  should  not  be  removed  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment,  on  which  motion  the 
house  divided,  and  passing  between  tellers  to  be  counted,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  yeas  were  HI,  the  nays  101.  So  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesdey,  Dec.  18.     Mr.  Binney  presented  the  following  me- 
inorial  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  re- 
spectfully represent- 
That,  by  the  charter  of  the  bank,  it  was  stipulated  between 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  that  in  consideration  of  a  full  equi- 
valent rendered  by  them,  in  money  and  services,  they  were  en- 
titled to  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  which  were  not  to 
be  withdrawn  from  it,  unless  for  reasons,  of  the  sufficiency  of 
which,  congress,  and  congress  alone,  was  the  final  judge. 

That  the  bank  has  in  ail  things  faithfully  performed  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  charter. 

Nevertheless,  since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  has  issued  an  order  on  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  withdrawing  from  the  possession  of  the  bank,  the  cus- 
tom house  bonds  deposited  therein,  and  has  subsequently  trans- 
ferred into  certain  state  banks  a  large  portion  of  the  public  mo- 
neys then  in  the  safekeeping  of  the  bank,  with  the  purpose  of 
making  them  hereafter  the  permanent  depositories  of  the  public 
revenue. 

The  board  of  directors  therefore  deem  it  their  duty  forthwith 
to  apprise  your  honorable  bodies  of  this  violation  of  the  char- 
tered rights  of  the  stockholders,  and  to  ask  such  redress  there- 
for, as  to  your  sense  of  justice  may  seem  proper.  Bv  order  of 
the  board,  N.  BIDDLE, 

president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  9,  1833. 

Mr.  Binney  moved  ti)at  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  for  lay- 
ing it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Binney  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and  it  was 
read  accordingly. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  laying  it  upon  the  table, 
the  yeas  and  naj's  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows — yeas 
80,  nays  126. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Polk's  motion  for  jts  reference  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  being  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  instructions  to  the 
committee  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  ordering  the  secretary 
to  re-deposite  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  the  public  mo- 
neys which,  by  his  order,  have  been  removed  from  that  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chilton  addressed  the  house  at  great  length  in  support  of 
his  motion  for  instructions,  in  a  speech,  the  report  of  which, 
must,  of  necessity,  be  omitted. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Chilton's  speech,  requested 
him  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a  decision  upon  it  would  in 
some  measure  forestall  the  consideration  of  another  motion 
now  before  this  house. 

Mr.  Chilton,  with  some  complimentary  remarks,  consented, 
and  his  motion  was  withdrawn  accordingly. 


The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  cokJimittee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Many  resolutions  concerning  private  claims  or  local  matters, 
were  offered  and  agreed  to  tiiis  day.  [Wo  regret  that  we  can- 
not, at  length,  notice  sonjc  of  these  things.]  A  number  of  private 
bills  received  iheir  first  reading. 

Mr.  Euinti,  of  Indiana,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expeditncy  of  authorising  a  national  cur- 
rency of  tiiirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  lundt  d  upon  the 
faith  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  unconnected  with,  and  in- 
dependent of,  all  direct  executive  control,  except  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  nomination  of  directors;  said  currency  to  be 
struck,  perfected  and  issued,  in  a  department  of  the  mint  of  the 
United  States,  under  regulations  to  secure  an  imuartial  distribu- 
tion among  the  several  states  respectively,  according  to  repre- 
sentative population,  if  the  same  be  required;  in  virtue  of  the 
plighted  faith  and  resources  of  each  state,  so  requiring,  to  the 
United  States,  for  its  redemption  according  to  the  legal  stipula- 
tion on  its  face,  and  the  payment  of  such  bonus  to  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  to  defray  expenses  and  to  guarantee  ul- 
terior responsibility,  as  maybe  prescribed;  and  said  currency, 
so  authorised  and  loaned,  according  to  the  prescribed  ratio,  to 
states  requiring  its  use,  when  loaned  to  the  people  through 
stale  instrumentality,  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  public 
lands  in  payment  of  all  other  revenue  accruing  to  the  general 
government,  and  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  state  issuing  the 
same  to  redeem,  on  demand,  at  her  office  of  discount  and  de- 
posite;  which  said  state  office,  when  established,  under  state 
guaranty,  to  loan  and  to  redeem  said  currency,  shall  be  the 
place  of  deposite  of  all  pulilic  money  collected,  or  bttlonging  to 
the  general  government,  within  the  limits  of  the  state  where  it 
exists;  also  to  inquire  into  the  comparative  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  national  bank  based  upon  a  specie  capital,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  several  states,  as  sole  stockholders  thereof, 
on  a  scale  proportionate  to  the  representative  population  of 
each,  with  a  branch  in  each  state,  the  institution  to  be  reculated 
in  strict  accordance  with  uniform  general  rules  adopted  by  con- 
gress, under  a  directory  of  state  appointment,  and  each  state  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  capital,  and  exercise  a  power  in  accord- 
ance with  her  vested  interest  therein,  said  committee  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McKiin  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  but  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of  tlie  mover,  who  then,  in  a  short  speech, 
explained  and  supported  the  resolution. 

Mr.  McKim  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

After  which  the  house  adjourned  without  having  reached  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Thursday,  Dec.  19.  A  great  variety  of  business,  in  receiving 
resolutions,  &c.  was  attended  to  this  day — the  most  interesting 
parts  of  which  will  appear  in  subsequent  notices  of  the  proceed- 
ings.    After  which 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  refer 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury's  report  on  the  deposites  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means;  and  the  question  being  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  McDuffie  to  add  to  the  motion  for  reference 
the  following  instruction  to  the  said  committee: 

"With  instructions  to  report  a  joint  resolution,  providing  that 
the  public  revenue  hereafter  collected  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  public  faith, 
plodcf-d  by  the  charter  of  tlie  said  bank." 

And  then  Mr.  McDuffie  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  The  sketch  of  his  speech  given  fills  four 
columns  of  the  "National  Intelligencer,"  though  the  whole  is 
not  inserted — and  before  Mr.  McDuffie  had  concluded,  the  house 
adjourned. 

CHRONICLES  OF  THE  TIMES. 
OR,  roLiTics  or  the  day. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  "Maysville  letter,"  we  had  some  donht 
concerning  the  propriety  of  copying  the  following  familiar 
epistle  of  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  a  friend  in  New 
Orleans.  But  as  it  is  before  the  public,  it  will  enter  into  the  histo- 
ry of  these  exciting  times,  and  relates  to  things  of  important  in- 
terest, past  and  to  come,  we  think  it  best  to  tiive  it  a  place — for 
it  is  now  rendered  almost  certain  that  Mr.  DuanewlW  be  called 
to  give  testimony  before  some  committee  of  the  senate  or  house 
of  representatives,  at  Washington,  in  the  course  of  the  investi- 
gations about  to  be  made  in  congress. 

J'roin  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

MR.    DCANE. 

Mr.  Editor — Having  had  the  pleasure  of  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  that  gentleman,  as  well  as  with  his  amiable 
family,  I  naturally  felt  a  lively  regard  for  his  character,  so  gross- 
ly attacked  of  late:  and,  in  order  to  show  the  public  a  sample 
of  this  honest  patriot,  request  that  you  will,  in  your  impartiality, 
give  publicity  to  the  extracts  I  send  you  enclosed,  from  one  of 
his  letters  to  me,  received  some  weeks  ago.  It  was  probably 
not  intended  for  publication:  but  the  demon  of  proscription 
having  opened  the  sluices  of  slander  against  him,  I  think  I  am 
not  bound  to  suppress  any  longer  such  important  information. 
You  will  discover  the  remarkable  fact,  that  he  forfeited  his  of- 
fice by  a  conscientious  effort  to  rid  the  president  of  a  cabal, 
whom  he  believed  to  be  daneerous  and  corrupt.  You  may  also 
discover,  that  he  understood  the  nature  of  commerce  and  cur- 
rency so  well,  as  to  induce  him  to  make  an  attempt  to  preserve 
both  from  interruption  and  disorder. 


itl^ 


NILES'   REGIS'!  EK— DEC.  21,  iSSS—TREAbURY  DEPARTMENT. 


t  ought  to  add,  that  he  and  I  were  heretofore  the  warm  ad- 
vocates of  general  Jackson  at  every  election. 

A  SUBSCRIBER. 
if^ew  Orleansf  Dec.  3, 1833. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  23,  1833. 
My  dear  sir — I  duly  received  yonr  h  tier.  I  was  giad  to  hear 
from  you,  not  only  because  assured  of  your  safety  amidst  pesti- 
lence, but  because  I  knew  I  could  rely  on  ilie  sincerity  of  all 
that  you  said — a  conclusion  rarely  arrived  at. 

It  is  but  too  obvious,  either  that  we  n»isunderstnod  the  quali- 
ties of  gen.  Jackson's  head,  or  else  he  has  been  wonderfully  al- 
tered: on  all  the  cardinal  questions  agitated,  he  has  failed  to  be 
consistent:  he  promised  purity  in  selections  for  office,  yet  few 
have  been  purely  made;  he  professed  to  be  a  friend  to  domestic 
industry,  yet  he  has  done  more  than  any  body  else  to  prostrate 
it:  he  advocated  a  national  governmenial  bank,  and  yet  atfects 
to  dread  a  moneyed  aristocracy:  he  complained  of  the  corrup- 
4,ion  of  one  bank,  and  yet  takes  forty  or  fifty  irresponsible  paper 
-circulating  banks  under  the  national  wing:  he  has  been  for,  and 
against  internal  improvement:  he  denounced  nullification,  yet 
lias  of  late  been  unsaying  all  that  he  said  in  his  proclamation. 
^In  short,  I  do  not  believe  he  ever  had  fixed  piinciples,  or  ever 
-arrived  at  any  result  by  the  exercise  of  llie  mind:  impulses  and 
ipassions  have  ruled. 

What  I  thus  say,  and  very  loosely  say,  does  not  originate  in 
anyTesehtmeiit,  but  is  dispassionately  uttered.  I  have  become, 
as  you  may  have  remarked,  a  sort  of  object  to  which  the  public 
eye  has  been  for  some  time  past  directed.  My  position  is  such, 
that  I  am  not  sustained  by  any  faction,  but  obnoxious  to  all. 
d  chave  resisted  the  president,  and  his  friends  denounce  me — I 
am  opposed  to  the  United  States  bank,  and  have  no  quarter  to 
.^expect  there:  I  am  opposed  to  the  slate  banks,  and  am  no  favo- 
rite with  them  either.  These  three  influences  are  now  the 
finost  powerful,  the  real  good  of  the  country  seems  to  be  a  se- 
condary matter,  so  that  I  was  ptit  out  of  office,  for  the  same 
reason  that  Galileo  was  put  in  a  dungeon,  because  he  could  not 
believe  at  will. 

To  give  you  a  history  of  my  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion, would  require  a  small  volume:  I  was  asked  to  become  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  so  long  ago  as  Dec.  4,  1832 — was  sur- 
prised at  the  offer — desired  to  evade  it — was  pressed  by  father 
«nd  friends  to  accept— at  last,  agreed  on  30th  January,  1833 — 
gave  up  my  business  gradually — and  entered  office  on  the  first 
of  June — without  any  sort  of  intimation  or  stipulation.  I  had 
not  been  twenty-four  hours  in  office,  when  I  felt,  as  I  wrote  my 
father,  my  vessel  on  the  breakers.  I  found  that  the  president 
was  in  the  hands  of  men,  whom  I  would  not  trust,  personally 
or  politically:  a  contest  at  once  began,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  drive  m«  out  of  office,  as  the  Globe  called  me  "a  refractory 
subordinate."  In  short,  I  undertook  to  tell  the  president  the 
truth,  in  the  language  of  a  freeman,  rather  than  a  courlier:  the 
■end  of  all  was  my  removal  from  office,  under  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances. No  doubt  the  whole  will  be  developed  by  con- 
gress, and  you  will  then  see  a  picture  by  no  means  calculated 
to  elevate  our  institutions  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  It  was  de- 
sired by  many,  particularly  the  partizans  of  the  United  States 
bank,  that  I  should  at  once  "write  a  book;"  but  I  have  prefer- 
red silence,  until  conzress  shall  act.  If  congress  shall  make  an 
inquiry,  I  may  then  deem  it  a  duty  to  lift  the  curtain. 

The  state  of  things  at  present  is  this:  the  good  of  the  country 
is  no  more  thought  of  than  if  every  thing  ought  to  be  left  to 
•chance.  The  factious  schemes  and  pretensions  of  individuals, 
seeking  office,  and  of  moneyed  corporationsstruggling  for  the  use 
of  thr?  public  funds,  are  alone  thought  of  or  talked  about:  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  the  people,  or  to  promote  the  love  of 
liberty  elsewhere,  by  exhibiting  its  existence  here,  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  what  we  call  leading  men:  their  design  is  to  rule  and  to 
gratify  avarice  and  ambition,  by  such  combinations  and  distri- 
bution of  duty  or  agency,  as  effect  so  great  results  in  manufac- 
turesand  mechanics.  Speculation  or  scheming  enters  into  all 
things.  If  we  had  a  single  really  free  and  able  press,  we  might 
do  some  good;  but  we  have  not  one! 

I  belong  to  no  man  or  faction,  and  thenewspapers  arc  all  con- 
trolled by  one  or  the  other.  At  Wasinngton,  my  unwillingness 
to  pull,  as  a  well  trained  nmle  would,  was  a  matter  of  surprise: 
moral  courage  at  Washington  is  as  scarce  as  liberality  at  War- 
maw. 

I  am  now  at  home,  where  I  find  no  duplicity,  no  hearlless- 
ness,  no  sycophancy,  or  adulation;  and  humble  as  that  home 
comparatively  may  be,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  precious  in  my 
eyes,  after  what  in  four  months  F  have  witnessed.  A  few 
friends  fully  appreciate  my  course;  but  the  mass  are  not  allow- 
ed to  know  it.  Ttie  presidenfs  presses  are  silent,  if  they  do  not 
falsify — and  the  opposition  papers  expect  me  to  go  over  ere  they 
do  me  full  justice!    They  little  know  me,  it  seet'na." 

THE  NEW  DEPOSITS  BANKS. 
Among  the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  Jhe  following: 
Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made   and   entered   info   this 
twenty  eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  f,ord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and   thirty-three,  betw^ien   "the  Gi- 
rard  hank,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  and  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Ist.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  receive,  and  enter  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurpr  of  the  United  States,  all  sums  of  money  offered 
CO  be  deposited  oa  account  of  the  United  States,  whether  offer- 


ed in  gold  or  silver  coin,  fn  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  or  branches,  in  notes  of  asiy  bank  which  are  convertible 
into  coin,  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  or  in  the  notes  of  any  bank, 
which  it  is  for  the  time  being  in  the  habit  of  receiving. 

2d.  If  the  deposiie  in  said  bank  shall  exceed  one-half  of  its 
capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  it  is  agreed  that  collateral  securi- 
ty, satisfactory  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall  he  given 
for  its  safe  keeping  and  faithful  dit^bursemeni:  Provided,  That 
if  the  said  secretary  shall  at  any  time  deem  it  necessary,  the 
said  bank  agrees  to  give  collateral  security  when  the  deposit© 
shall  not  equal  one-half  the  capital. 

3d.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  make  weekly  returns  of  its  en- 
tire condition  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  of  the  state  of  his  accounts,  and 
submit  its  book  and  transactions  to  a  critical  examination  by 
the  secretary,  or  any  agent  duly  authorised  by  him,  whenever 
he  shall  require  it. 

This  examination  may  extend  to  all  the  books  and  accounts, 
to  the  cash  on  hand,  and  to  all  the  acts  and  concerns  of  the 
bank,  except  the  current  accounts  of  individuals;  or,  as  far  aa 
is  admissible,  without  a  violation  of  the  bank  charter. 

4th.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  pay,  out  of  the  deposites  on  hand, 
all  warrants  or  draughts  which  may  be  drawn  upon  it  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  to  transfer  any  portion  of 
that  deposite  to  any  other  bank  or  banks  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment within  the  United  Stales,  whenever  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  may  require  it,  without  charge  to  the  government 
for  transportation  or  difference  of  exchange,  conin>ission,  or  any 
thing  else,  whatsoever;  but  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
give  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  when  such  transfer  will  be 
required. 

5tli.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  render  to  the  government, 
whenever  required  by  proper  authority,  all  or  any  portion  of 
the  services  now  performed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  Stalest, 
or  which  might  be  lawfully  required  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  said 
contracting  bank. 

filh.  If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  think  proper  to  em- 
ploy an  agent,  or  agents,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  ac- 
counts and  condition  of  ihe  banks  in  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  any  of  them,  the  said  bank  agrees  to  pay  an  equitable 
proportion  of  his  or  their  expenses  and  compensation,  accord- 
ing to  such  apportionments  as  may  be  made  by  the  said  secretary. 
7th.  Whenever  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
said  bank  agrees  to  furnish  with  all  convenient  despatch  bills 
of  exchange  on  London,  payable  at  such  sight  as  may  be  re- 
quired, at  the  u>ual  market  price  for  the  time  being,  without 
commission,  or  advance  for  the  piofit  of  said  bank,  or  any  charge 
whatsoever  beyond  tlie  actual  cost,  the  payment  of  said  bills  to 
be  guaranteed  by  said  bank. 

8th.  It  is  agreed  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  dis- 
charge the  said  bank  from  the  set  vice  of  the  government,  when- 
ever, in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest  may  require  it. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Girard  bank,  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, has  caused  to  be  affixed  its  corporate  seal  attested  by 
the  signatures  of  its  presideht  and  cashier  on  the  day  and  year 
first  above  written. 

JAS.  SCUOTT,  president. 
WM.  D.  LEWIS,  casliier. 


[L.  S.] 


A  similar  agreement  seems  to  have  been  made  with  all  the 
new  deposite  banks.  The  governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  opening 
message  to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  at  its  present  session, 
referred  to  a  similar  engagement  entered  into  by  the  bank  of 
Virginia  (in  which  the  state  is  deeply  interested),  and  severely 
reproved  it — And  the  treasurer  of  that  commonwealth  subse- 
quently made  a  formal  communication  of  the  agreement  as 
follows: 

Treasury  office,  Dec.  2,  1833. 
To  the  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Sir — In  the  month  of  October  last,  an  arrangement  between 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  and  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Virginia  was  entered  into,  by 
which  the  latter  agrees  to  receive  and  disburse  the  United  States 
deposites  upon  certain  specified  terms. 

Considering  the  large  amount  of  stock  held  by  the  common- 
wealth in  the  bank  of  Virginia,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty,  aa 
the  representative  of  that  stock,  to  transmit  to  the  legislature,  for 
their  information,  Ihe  enclosed  copy  of  that  arrangement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  BURFOOT,  treasurer  comHh. 

The  report  is  that  the  celebrated  Eetihen  M.  Whitnn/,  has 
been  appointed  agent  under  the  6th  article  of  this  agreement. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "act  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,"  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 

1.   Of  the  public  revenue  and  eocpendilurcs. 
The  receipts  into  the  tr<'asurv,  from  all  sources, 
during  the  year  1831,  were  -  -  $98,.V26,820  82 

The  PTprnditiires  for  tlie  s.ime  y<>ar.  includ- 
ing payments  on  account  of  tlie  {)j:blic  debt, 
were  -  -  -  -  -  $30,038,446  12 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  1st  of  January, 
1832,  was        -  -  -  -  -        $4,502,914  45 
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28,465,237  21 

2,623,381  03 

490,000  00 


4,577,141  45 


$24,355,317  95 


The  receipts,  from  all  sources,  during  the  year 
1832,  were  ~  -  .  - 

Viz: 

Cusloms,  .  .  _ 

Lands,  (stalemejit  D.) 
Divirieiiilri  on  bunk  stock,  (E) 
Sales  nf  stock  in  tlie  bank  of  the 

United  States,  [E.)        -  -      169,000  00 

Incidental  receipts,  (E.)        -  117,942  69 

Makina;,  with  the  balance,  an  aggregate  of 
The  expenditures  of  the  same  year  were  (F.) 
Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
miscellaneous 

Military  service,  including  fortifi- 
cations, ordnance,  ln<lian  af- 
fairs, pensions,  anriing  the  mili- 
tia, and  internal  improvements   7,982,877  03 

Naval  service,  including  the  gra- 
dual improvement  of  the  navy     3,956,370  29 

Public  debt        -  -  -      17,840,309  29 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1833,  of        - 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
during  the  first   three  quar- 
ters of  the  present  year,  are 
estimated  at        - 
Viz: 

Customs        -        21,256.089  77 

Lands,  (G.)  2,219,957  35 

Dividends  on  bank 
stock,  (H.)  474,985  00 

Sales  of  stock  in 
the  bank  of  the 
U.  Stales,  (H.)        91,000  00 

Third  instalment 
under  conven- 
tion with  Den- 
mark, (H.)  221,315  17 

Incidental  re- 
ceipts, (H.)  91,970  66 

The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, are  estimated  at 

Making  the  total  estimated  re- 
ceipts of  the  year, 

And  with  the  balance  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1833,  forming  an 
aggregate  of       - 

The  expcndilures  for   the   first 
three  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  are  estimated  at  (1.)        $18,248,388  15 
Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse, 
and  miscellaneous,  including 
667,160,87. 

Duties  refunded  under  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1833,  and  $661,160  95 
awards  under  the  convention 
with  Denmark, 

Military  service,  including  forti- 
fications, ordnance,  Indian  af- 
fairs, pensions,  arming  the  mi- 
litia, and  internal  improve- 
ment _  _  _ 

Naval  service,including  the  gra- 
dual improvementof  the  navy 

Public  debt        .  -  - 

The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  in- 
cluding $2,301,716  36  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  are  estimated,  on  data  furnished  by 
the  respective  departments,  at 

Making  the  total  estimated  expenditures  of  the 
year, 


$31,865,561  16 


$7,675,000  00 


$36,368,475  61 
$34,356,698  06 


2,011,777  55 


$32,030,317  95 
$34,042,095  50 


4,951,469  84 


9,950,349  29 

3,076,051  39 
270,524  63 


$6,409,916  45 
$24,658,304  60 


the  United  States,  at  any  time  rtftel-  the  Jilst  of  t)etember, 
1833,  upon  six  months  public  notice  of  such  intended  felui- 
hnrscment.  The  time  at  which  the  notice  was  given,  does  not 
enable  the  United  States  loinsj.^ton  reimbursing  it,»oas  to  stop 
the  intcr<;st,  before  tin;  l;<t  of  May,  1834.  A  small  portion  of  it 
was  however  purchased  (or  the  United  Stales,  in  the  months  of 
September  and  Oirlober,  by  an  agent  employed  (or  that  jinrpose, 
and  on  the  saun' day  that  notice  was  given  o(  ilu;  iriU'iided  re- 
imbnrs«'ment,  on  the  Isi  of  May  next,  an  oder  was  made  to  the 
holders,  l)y  public  advertisemeni,  lo  pay  tht;in  the  whole  iunonnt 
of  the  principal,  with  interest  to  the  day  o(  payment,  npcm  their 
making  the  [Koper  transtcts  of  the  cerlifu  aK^s.  Many  of  the 
holders  have  already  acci^pled  this  offer,  and  portions  of  it  crm- 
tinne  almost  daily  to  be  presented  (or  payment.  It  is  believed 
that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  this  stock,  will  be  re- 
dieini'd  by  the  end  of  the  prest;nt  year.  Utnler  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  proper  to  charge  the  whole  amount  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  year,  rather  than  to  the  next;  the  ac- 
count is  accordiniily  stated  on  this  principle,  and  the  interest 
calculated  to  the  first  o(  January;  ami  if  a  pari  fit  it  should  not 
come  in  by  tiiat  time,  il  will  maki^  no  material  difference  iti  the 
result,  because  the  interest  saved  upon  the  stock,  paid  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  will,  it  is  exp(!Cted,  he  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  amount  of  interest  which  may  atterwards  accrue  on  the 
portion  remaining  unpaid.  And  if  tiie  whole  of  il  should  be  re- 
imbursed, within  the  present  year,  the  interest  saved  will  in- 
crease the  estimated  balance  in  the  treasury,  in  but  a  very  small 
degree.  In  the  following  account  therefore,  the  whole  of  this 
stock  is  charged  to  the  expenditure  of  1833,  and  the  interest  on 
it  calculated,  as  if  it  would  be  reimbursed  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1834. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  piiplic  debt, 
during  the  year  1833,  will  amount,  as  has  already 
been  shown,  to  $3,572,240  99 

Of  which  there  will  have  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  $2,240,950  80 
And  10  interest  $331,290  19 

The  stocks  which  will  have  been  redeemed,  by  the 
application  of  this  sum,  during  the  year,  are  as 
follows: 

The  residue  of  the  exchanged  4i-  percent,  stock,  is- 
sued under  the  act  of  tlie  26th  May,  1824,  $2,227,363  98 

A  part  of  the  five  per  cent,  stock  issued  under  the 
actof  3d  March,  1821, 

Also,  certain  portions  of  the  old  registered  debt, 
which  have  been  presented  for  payment;  being 
part  of  the  unfunded  debt  of  the  revolution, 

And  treasury  notes, 


And  leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1834,  an  estimated  balance  of  $9,383,790  90 

This  balance,  however,  includes  the  funds  estimated  at  1,400,000 
dollars,  heretofore  reported  by  this  department  as  not  effec- 
tive. 

The  appropriations  remaining  unsatisfied  at  the  close  of  the 
year  are  estimated  at  $5,964,571  23,  but  of  this  amount,  it  is 
estimated  by  the  proper  departments — 

1.  That  the  sum  of  $5,190,287  62  only  will  be  required  for  the 
objects,  for  which  they  were  appropriated. 

2.  That  the  sum  of  $449,424  04  will  not  he  required,  and  may 
therefore,  be  considered  as  an  excess  of  appropriation,  and  is 
proposed  to  be  applied  without  being  reappropriated,  in  aid 
of  the  service  of  the  year  1834,  as  will  more  fully  appear, 
when  the  estimates  of  the  appropriations  for  that  year  are 
presented. 

3.  That  the  sum  of  $324,8.59  57  will  be  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund,  either  because  these  moneys  will  not  be  required  for,  or 
can  no  longer  be  applied  to  them. 

2.   Of  the  ■public  dchf. 
Notice  has  heen  civen  of  the  intended  rcimhnrsoment  of  the 
residue  of  the  exchanged  4|  per  cent,  stock,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1834.    This  stock  was  subject  to  redemption,  at  the  pleasure  of 


13,036  01 


50  81 
500  00 


$27,476  70 


On  the  1st  of  Januarvnext,  it  is  estimated,  tlie  pub- 
lic debt  will  be  red'uced  to  (K.)  $4,760,082  08 
Viz: 

1.  The  funded  debt,  consisting  of  the  residue  of  the 
five  per  cent,  stock,  under  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1821,  and  redeemable  after  the  Isl  Jan. 
1835,  $4,722,260  29 

2.  The  unfunded  debt  amounted  to  37,821  79 
Consisting  of  the  registered  debt,  being 

claims  registered  prior  to  the  year 
1798,  for  services  and  supplies  dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  war. 

Treasury  notes  issued 

during  the   late   war  6,025  00 

And  Mississippi  stock  4,320  09 

These  three  last  sums,  composing   the  unfunded   debt,  are 

payable  on  the  presentation  of  the  certificates. 

3    Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  1834. 

According  to  the  best  judgment  the  department  is 
able  to  form  on  the  subject,  the  receipts  into  the 
treasury  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  1834, 
may  be  estimated  at  $18,500  000  CO 

Viz: 

Customs,  15,000,000 

Public  lands,  3,000,000 

Bank  dividends,  and  miscellaneous  re- 
ceipts of  all  kinds,  500,000 

To  which  add  the  balance  estimated  to  be  in  the 
treasurv  on  the  1st  January,  1834,  after  deducting 
the  unavailable  funds,  7,983,790  90 


Making,  together,  the  sum  of  $26,483,790  90 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  1834,  including  the 
reimbursement  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt, 
are  estimated  at  $93,501,994  85 

Viz: 

Civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 
laneous,' 2,800,897  35 

Military  service,  including  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance,  Indian  afl^airs, 
pensions,  arming  the  militia,  and 
internal  improvements,  8,654,942  25 

Revolutionary  pensions,  under  the 
act  of  the  7th  Junp,  1832,  includ- 
ing arrearages  from  March,  4,  1831, 
in  cases  in  which  payment  has 
not  been  made,  3,060,000  00 
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Naval  service,  including  the  gradual 

improvement  of  the  navy,  4,051,073  19 

Public  debt: 

Principal  ^4,760,082  08 

Interest  235,000  00 

4,995,082  08 

Which  will  leave  in  the  treasury,  on  the  Slit  De- 
cember, 1834,  a  balance  estimated  at  ^2,981,796  05 
The  value  of  the  exports  of  the  year  ending  on  ihe  30tli  of 
Sept.  last,  is  estimated  at  ^90,663,403,  of  which  ^70,642,030, 
were  of  domestic  and  ,"$20,021,373  of  forei<;n  articles,  showing 
an  increase  in  the  exports  of  domestic  produce  of  $7,504,560 
over  the  exports  of  tlie  same  character  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  September,  1832,  and  a  diminution  in  foreign  articles  of 
$•4,018,100.  The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  September  last,  is  estimated  at  $109,000,000,  being 
greater  by  the  sum  of  $8,000,000,  than  the  imports  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1832.  Of  the  imports  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  September  last,  it  is  estimated  that  $34,000,000, 
were  in  articles  free  from  duty. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  receipts 
of  the  present  year,  that  they  very  much  exceed  the  amount 
at  which  they  were  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report. 

The  excess  has  been  derived,  chiefly  from  customs  which  are 
estimated  to  produce  more  than  $28,000,000. 

The  large  receipts  of  this  year,  have  been  principally  occa- 
sioned by  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  which  abolished  the  system  of 
long  credits  on  revenue  bonds,  and  required  the  duties  on 
woollen  goods  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  on  other  articles,  in  three 
and  six  months.  The  new  regulation  took  effect  on  the  4lh 
March  last,  and  the  cash  duties  and  shortened  credits  have 
brought  into  the  treasury,  during  the  present  year,  a  large 
amount  of  revenue,  which,  under  the  former  system  of  credits, 
would  not  have  been  payable,  until  1834,  and  would  have  form- 
ed a  part  of  the  receipts  of  that  year.  The  income  of  1833,  has 
therefore  had  the  advantage  of  the  new  system,  as  well  as  of 
the  former  one;  and  the  receipts  are  much  greater  than  they 
would  have  been,  under  either  of  them,  according  to  the  es- 
tablished rate  of  duties. 

The  expenditures  for  the  present  year  have  also  been  unu- 
sually large,  and  are  estimated  at  $22,085,063  61,  exclusive  of 
the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  public  debt. 

The  appropriations  for  the  year  were  heavy,  and  exceeded  by 
three  millions  the  appropriations  for  1832,  and  the  balances  of 
unexpended  appropriations  at  the  close  of  that  year,  have  been 
for  the  most  part  applied  during  the  present  one,  to  the  various 
objects  authorised  by  law,  and  therefore  enter  into  the  account 
of  its  expenditures.  Several  items  of  appropriation,  however, 
for  the  present  year,  cannot  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of 
the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  government.  Without  enu- 
merating all  objects  of  this  description,  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
mention  some,  which  have  contributed  materially  to  enhance 
the  amount  actually  expended.  The  duties  refunded  at  the 
treasury  under  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and  the  awards  un- 
der the  convention  with  Denmark,  are  included  in  this  account; 
and  the  expenses  occasioned  by  the  Indian  aggressions  in  1832, 
have  been  for  the  most  part,  paid  in  this  year.  These  three 
items  amount  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars.  But  when  this 
sum  is  deducted  from  the  whole  annual  expenditure,  it  shows 
that  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended 
during  the  present  year,  for  the  various  other  objects  authorised 
by  law,  exclusive  of  the  amount  set  apart  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  4^  per  cent,  stock.  The  pensions  for  life,  granted  under 
the  acts  of  1818,  and  1832,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
^'olution,  have  increased  considerably  the  annual  expenditure. 
More  than  four  millions  of  dollars  have  been  already  paid,  on 
that  account,  during  the  present  year.  There  is  indeed  no  item 
in  the  list  of  appropriations,  which  our  citizens  generally,  more 
cheerfully  contribute  to  pay,  than  tiie  one  last  mentioned;  but 
in  the  order  of  nature,  it  must  be  annually  decreasing,  and  in  the 
estimates  ofthe  coming  year,  those  payable  under  the  act  of  June, 
1832,  are  set  down  at  three  millions  of  dollars.  The  different 
Bums  above  mentioned,  therefore,  show  six  millions  of  dollars, 
paid  for  purposes  which  cannot  be  considered  as  entering  into 
the  ordinary  and  regular  expenses  of  the  government,  and  form 
no  rule  by  which  its  future  annual  expenditure  ought  to  be  es- 
timated. 

The  receipts  of  1834,  must  be  very  much  below  those  of  the 
present  year.  A  large  portion  of  the  receipts  from  customs,  as 
already  stated,has  been  derived  from  the  importations  of  previous 
years.  But  from  the  change  in  the  system  of  credits,  only  a 
small  part  ofthe  duties  accruing  in  this  year,  will  go  into  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  next.  And  tiie  diminished  rate  of  duties,  which 
takes  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  on  some  of  the  most  pro- 
(ductive  articles,  and  the  entire  exemption  of  others,  will  con- 
tribute still  more  to  reduce  the  receipts  of  the  coming  year,  as 
compared  with  the  present. 

In  estimating  the  receipts  from  customs,  for  the  year  1834,  at 
fifteen  million  of  dollars,  I  have  assumed  that  the  imports  of 
that  year  will  nearly  equal  those  of  1832.  This  estimate  is 
higher  than  the  average  ofthe  last  five  or  six  years;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  a  safe  one.  For  although  the  importations  of  each 
of  the  two  last  years,  were  unusually  large,  yet  the  imports  of 
the  present  one  have  gone  still  higher.  And  the  general  state 
of  our,  commerce,  and  the  situation  of  the  country,  justify  the 
belief  that  there  will  be  no  serious  diminution  in  the  coming 
year.  The  condition  ofthe  mercantile  classes  does  not  indicate 
any  excess  of  importation.    Indeed,  the  short  credits,  and  cash 


duties,  will  be  found  to  contribute  greatly  to  prevent  overtrading 
ijj  that  respect.  Moreover,  many  articles,  in  common  use,  are 
admitted  free  from  duty.  This  will  produce  an  increased  ability 
in  tiie  community  to  buy  those  which  pay  duty,  and  consequent- 
ly a  greater  consumption.  There  appears,  therefore,  to  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  serious  diminution  in  the  importations 
of  1834,  and  it  will  be  safe  to  estimate  its  receipts  by  the  stan- 
dard above  mentioned.  Yet  any  material  excess  beyond  that  es- 
timate, cannot,  1  think,  be  counted  on.  The  produce  of  the 
public  lands  can  hardly  fall  short  of  the  sum,  at  which  it  has 
been  stated,  and  will  perhaps  exceed  it. 

In  this  view  ef  the  receipts  of  1834,  the  income  of  the  year 
will  about  equal  the  estimated  expenditure.  And  with  the  aid 
of  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next,  it  will 
be  sufficient  for  ail  the  wants  of  the  government,  including  the 
amount  necessary  to  pay  off  the  residue  of  the  national  debt.  It 
must  however  be  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tions now  asked  for,  there  will  be  an  unexpended  balance  of 
former  appropriations,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $5,190,287  62, 
which  will  probably  be  required  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  for  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  appropriated.  And 
if  the  entire  amount  of  appropriations  proposed  in  the  estimates 
for  1834,  were  also  to  be  required  within  the  year,  there  would 
not  be  money  enough  in  the  treasury  to  meet  them  after  satisfy- 
ing the  balances  above  stated,  and  paying  off  the  public  debt. 
But  the  experience  of  former  years  shows  that  a  portion  of  the 
appropriations,  may  always  be  expected  to  remain  unexpended 
at  the  end  ofthe  year.  And  the  average  of  these  unexpended 
balances  for  the  last  four  years  is  about  $5,300,000.  In  estimat- 
ing the  balance  in  the  treasury,  at  the  close  of  1834,  I  have 
therefore  assumed  that  a  portion  of  the  estimates  of  expendi- 
tures, herewith  submitted,  will  not  be  used  during  the  year;  and 
that  balances  of  appropriations  equal  to  the  amount  at  the  close 
ofthe  present  year,  will  in  like  manner  remain  in  the  treasury 
at  the  end  ofthe  year  1834,  and  go  into  the  expenses  ofthe  suc- 
ceeding year.  And  it  is  not  necessary  to  raise  money  for  the 
public  use,  sooner  than  it  will  probably  be  needed. 

But  the  balance  stated  at  the  end  of  1834,  is  not  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  clear  surplus.  It  will  still  be  chargeable  with  the 
amount  of  appropriations  estimated  to  remain  unexpended  at 
that  time. 

From  this  state  of  the  finances,  and  of  the  proposed  appro- 
priations, it  is  evident  that  a  reduction  ofthe  revenue  cannot  at 
this  time  be  made,  without  injury  to  the  public  service.  Under 
the  act  ofthe  last  session,  the  receipts  of  183.5,  will  be  less  than 
those  of  1834,  as  a  further  reduction  in  the  rate  of  duties  will 
take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835.  And  if  the  appropria- 
tions should  be  kept  up,  to  the  amount  authorised  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  charge  upon  the  treasury  in  1835,  would  be  more 
than  it  could  probably  meet.  But  the  debt  will  then  have  been 
entirely  paid,  and  if  a  guarded  rule  of  appropriation  is  at  once 
commenced,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  down  the  ex- 
penditure, without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

If  the  revenue  is  not  to  be  reduced  more  than  the  existing 
laws  provide  for,  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient  reason  to  open 
at  this  time,  the  vexed  question  of  the  tariff'.  The  manner  in 
which  duties  are  now  apportioned  on  different  articles,  would 
be  liable  to  insuperable  objections,  if  it  were  to  be  considered 
as  a  settled  and  permanent  system.  But  the  law  is  temporary 
on  the  face  of  it,  and  was  intended  as  a  compromise  between 
conflicting  interests.  And  unless  the  revenue  to  arise  under  it 
should  hereafter  be  more  productive  that  is  anticipated,  it  will 
be  necessary  in  two  years  from  this  time,  to  impose  duties  on 
articles  that  are  now  free,  in  order  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
ofthe  government.  There  would  seem  therefore,  to  be  no  ad- 
vantage in  agitating  the  question  at  the  present  moment.  Yet 
some  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  will  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  ofthe  legislature,  and  to 
guard  against  attempts  to  evade  its  provisions,  without  in  any 
degree  affecting  its  principles. 

It  is  however  respectfully  recommended,  that  the  appropria- 
tions for  1834,  should  be  regulated  by  a  proper  regard  to  econo- 
my. Heretofore  the  receipts  to  be  expected,  could  be  ascer- 
tained with  some  degree  of^ certainty,  because  they  were  prin- 
cipally derived  from  the  imports  of  previous  years;  and  the 
bonds  taken  for  the  duties  on  such  imports  showed  the  amount 
of  receipts  which  might  safely  be  counted  on.  But  under  the 
new  system  of  cash  duties,  and  short  credits,  each  year  must 
mainly  depend  for  its  income  on  its  own  imports.  And  as  com- 
merce is  always,  more  or  less,  liable  to  fluctuations,  the  public 
interest  requires  that  there  should  be  at  all  times  in  the  treasury, 
a  sufficient  sum  to  provide  for  unforseen  contingencies,  and  to 
guard  against  disappointment  in  the  estimated  receipts.  The 
calculations  on  the  income  of  a  succeeding  year,  is  necessarily 
more  uncertain  under  the  present  system  than  under  the  for- 
mer one  of  Ions  credits.  And  if  the  anticipations  ofthe  receipts 
of  1834  and  1835,  should  be  fully  realized,  there  will  not  be 
more  than  ought  to  be  provided  on  the  estimated  scale  of  ex- 
penditures. At  the  last  session  of  congress,  the  appropriations 
exceeded  twenty-one  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
being  nearly  three  millions  five  hundred  thousand  above  the 
estimates  presented  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  A  similar 
atnount  of  expenditure  authorised  at  the  present  session,  uiight 
render  it  necessary  to  provide  additional  revenue  earlier  than  is 
now  contemplated. 

It  is  understood  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  a  tariff,  for 
protection  merely,  is  to  be  finally  abandoned,  and  that  the  re- 
venue is  to  be  reduced,  to  the  necessary  wants  of  the  govern- 
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merit.  Varioud  causes  have  coiitributod  to  enlarge  the  propos- 
ed expenditures  for  1831,  at-  will  be  seen  i)y  the  particular  etti 
mates  from  the  different  d<;partineiits.  But  it  is  believed  that 
all  the  olyeets  for  which  tins  fi;overnnient  was  established,  can 
be  effecUuilly  attained  at  much  less  annual  expense  hereafter; 
and  the  liarniony  and  mutual  good  feelin^j;  of  this  extensive 
country  will  be  best  secured  and  perpetualiul,  by  rigidly  coiitin- 
iiig  the  operations  of  the  general  government  to  its  appropriate 
sphere.  If  this  is  doni^,  and  its  expenditures  are  regui.Ued  by  a 
strict  economy,  the  burthens  it  imiioses  will  scarcely  be  fell  by 
our  citizens,  vvlide  its  blessings  are  inestimable. 

As  the  public  debt  will  soon  be  extinguished,  it  is  proper  that 
the  books  and  papers  which  belong  to  the  various  loan  oHiccs, 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  placed 
among  the  archives  of  liie  nation.  It  is  believed  that  the  out- 
standing debt  can  be  purchased  on  favorable  terms  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  it  can  be  most  conveniently  pur- 
chased at  the  treasury.  It  appears  therefore  desirable  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  by  law,  for  immediately  transmitting  to 
this  department,  all  the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  nation- 
al debt.  The  money  can  be  readily  transmitted  to  the  public 
creditor  without  charge  to  him  or  to  the  government,  and  he 
can  be  paid  at  any  place  where  he  may  wisli  to  receive  it. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1807,  abolished  the  office  of  commission- 
er of  loans,  and  transferred  the  duties  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  money  necessary  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  has 
from  time  to  time,  been  advanced  to  the  bank  by  the  treasury; 
and  it  appears  that  large  sums  have  remained  for  a  considerable 
time  in  the  bank  without  being  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  The  amount  has  been  reduced  within  a 
few  njonths  past.  But  the  statement  from  the  register's  office 
herewith  presented,  marked  L,  will  show  that  $773,111  98,  still 
remained  in  their  hands  on  the  first  of  October  last.  A  portion 
of  this  sum,  as  appears  by  the  paper  referred  to,  was  advanced 
some  years  ago.  And  there  is  no  reason  why  this  money  should 
continue  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  where  it  is  useless  to  the 
government,  as  well  as  to  the  creditor.  The  delay  in  the  pay- 
ment, has  probably  in  some  instances,  been  caused  by  the  death 
of  the  party  entitled,  and  the  ignorance  of  his  representatives, 
as  to  his  claim  on  the  United  States.  The  situation  of  these 
OL'tstanding  claims,  renders  it  still  more  necessary,  that  the 
books,  and  papers  relating  to  the  public  debt,  should  be  forth- 
with transmitted  to  this  department,  where  the  proper  inquiries 
could  be  made,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  measures 
taken  to  ascertain  who  is  to  receive  the  money.  As  the  amount 
is  justly  due  from  the  United  States  to  some  one,  and  may  be- 
long to  persons  who  are  ignorant  of  their  rights,  justice  seems 
to  require,  that  the  governmentshould  take  measures  to  apprise 
them  of  their  claims,  and  of  the  readiness  of  the  United  States 
to  discharge  them. 

The  destruction  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  treasury  de- 
partment, has  occasioned  the  loss  of  some  valuable  papers.  But 
it  is  believed  that  none  have  been  destroyed  that  can  materially 
affect  the  public  interest.  It  will  become  necessary  to  provide 
another  building,  and  the  loss  already  sustained  in  the  docu- 
ments and  records  of  this  office,  shows  the  propriety  of  erecting 
it  upon  a  different  plan  from  the  former  one,  and  of  placing  the 
archives  of  the  government  in  a  situation  less  exposed  to  dan- 
ger. The  inconveniences  which  arefeltfrom  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  offices  connected  with  this  department,  as  well  as 
the  more  exposed  condition  of  the  papers,  induced  me  to  Invite 
the  early  attention  of  congress  to  this  subject. 

The  report  from  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office 
is  herewith  presented,  showing  the  condition  of  that  branch  of 
the  public  service,  and  containing  suggestions  for  its  improve- 
ment.   All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Treasury  department,  December  YIth,  1833. 
— »»e  ®  »<«— ^ 
REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Department  of  war,  November  29,  1833. 
To  the  president  of  the   United  States: 

Sir — In  submitting  to  you,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  a 
report  of  the  operations  and  administration  of  this  department 
for  the  past  year,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  my  testimony  to 
the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  respective  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
various  bureaus,  and  of  those  employed  to  aid  them  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  important  functions  committed  to  tliis  branch 
of  the  executive  government. 

A  reference  to  the  accompanying  reports  and  documents  will 
show  the  state  of  the  army,  as  well  with  relation  to  its  numbers, 
and  their  position  and  condition,  as  to  the  progress  of  the  va- 
rious works  entrusted  to  them,  and  the  collection  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  necessary  materiel  for  offensive  and  defensive  ope- 
rations, which  is  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  country. 
The  principle,  which  governed  the  reduction  of  the  army  from 
a  war  to  a  peace  establishment,  has  been  found,  by  subsequent 
experience,  to  be  salutary;  and  its  practical  operation  has  been 
to  form  a  body  of  officers,  equal  in  all  the  requisites  of  military 
knowledge  and  efficiency  to  those  of  any  other  service,  which 
is  known  to  us.  The  army  is  so  oiganized,  that,  should  an  in- 
crease become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  those  conflicts  of 
interest  and  opinion,  to  which  all  nations,  in  their  intercourse 
with  one  another,  have  been  exposed,  and  from  which  we  have 
no  right  to  expect  perpetu:il  exemption,  any  reasonable  addition 
may  be  made  to  it  without  disturbing  its  arrangement;  and  the 
professional  knowledge  and  experience  embodied  in  it,  will  be 
linnaediately  felt  in  the  new  corps,  and  will  identify  them  with 


those  previously  in  service.  The  military  experience  of  other 
countries,  as  well  as  of  our  own,  has  shown  that  the  system  oT 
«;xt('nsion,  by  which  new  and  old  troops  are  incorporated  to- 
gether, is  much  calculated  to  produce  discipline  and  subordina- 
tion, and  thus  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  a  service,  which  does 
not  allow  large  bodies  of  troops  to  be  kept  np  in  time  of  peace, 
than  the  organization  of  sepaiate  corps,  composed  of  inexpe- 
rienced officers  and  men,  with  all  their  military  knowledge  to 
acquire,  and  all  their  military  .labits  to  form.  And  this  is  more 
particularly  true  of  the  statf  departments  of  an  army,  upon 
which  its  movement,  its  subsistence  and  the  economy  of  its 
administration,  must  principally  depend.  The  Hy>tein  estab- 
lished in  our  service  is  etiually  crediiablo  to  the  army  and  satis- 
factory to  the  governnieiit,  and  may  be  applied,  to  any  neces- 
sary extent,  without  any  diminution  of  that  economy  and  ef- 
ficiency which  have  heictofore  marked  its  opcratifin. 

Much  advantage  is  anticipated  from  the  operation  of  the  acti 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress  for  improving  the  condi- 
tion of  the  army.  Already  its  effects  have  been  felt,  as  the  sub- 
joined documents  will  show,  in  the  decrease  of  desertion,  and 
in  the  increase  of  the  business  of  recruiting.  The  addition  to 
the  pay  of  the  rank  and  file,  the  reduction  of  the  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  the  improved  condition  of  the  now-commissioned  of- 
ficers, promise  important  meliorations  in  the  character  of  the 
army.  This  prospect  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  the  govern- 
ment and  the  country.  Although  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
army  is  comparatively  small,  it  is  yet  sufficient  to  excite  public 
solicitude;  and  this  must  be  increased  by  the  consideration,  that 
the  character  of  our  military  establishment  may  hereafter  es- 
sentially depend  upon  the  measures  now  taken  for  its  moral 
and  intellectual  advancement.  All*»ough  it  were  idle  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  to  apprehend  any  danger  from  the 
force  which  is  employed,  still  the  lessons  of  experience  taught 
by  the  progress  of  events  in  other  nations  ought  not  to  be  ne- 
glected, nor  the  possibility  overlooked,  that  other  circumstances 
may  lead  to  the  increase  of  our  military  strength,  and  to  the  di- 
minution of  that  wise  jealousy,  which  is  now  one  of  our  na- 
tional characteristics.  Moral  habits  in  the  soldiery  constitute 
one  of  the  best  safeguards  against  the  abuse  of  military  power, 
and  their  inculcation  has  engaged  the  attention  of  this  depart- 
ment, during  successive  periods  of  its  administration.  Amongst 
other  measures,  which  have  been  adopted  with  this  view,  you 
have  recently  directed  the  discontinuance  of  all  parades  on 
Sunday,  in  order  that  that  day  may  be  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  instruction  and  improvement.  Certainly,  in 
time  of  peace,  no  just  reason  can  exist  for  converting  a  day  of 
rest  and  devotion  into  a  day  of  military  parade. 

The  act  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers,  by  raising  a 
regiment  of  dragoons,  is  in  the  process  of  execution.  About 
six  hunderd  men  have  been  enlisted,  and  most  of  the  officers 
appointed,  and  five  of  the  companies  have  been  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Gibson,  upon  the  Arkansas,  where  they  will  be 
stationed  during  the  winter.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment 
will  be  concentrated  at  Jefferson  barracks  this  season,  and  it 
is  intended  in  the  spring  to  order  the  whole  to  proceed  through 
the  extensive  Indian  regions  between  the  western  boujidaries  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  the  Rocky  mountains.  It  is  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  frontier,  that  a 
respectable  force  should  be  displayed  in  that  quarter,  and  that 
the  wandering  and  restless  tribes,  who  roam  through  it,  should 
be  impressed  with  the  power  of  the  United  States,  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  a  corps  so  well  qualified  to  excite  their  respect. — 
These  Indians  are  beyond  the  reach  of  a  mere  infantry  force. 
Without  stationary  residences,  and  possessing  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  horses,  and  with  habits  admirably  adapted  to  their  use, 
they  can  be  held  in  check  only  by  a  similar  force,  and  by  its  oc- 
casional display  among  them.  Almost  every  year  has  witness- 
ed some  outrage  committed  by  them  upon  our  citizens;  and  as 
many  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the  country  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  have  removed,  and  are  removing,  to  that  region,  we 
may  anticipate  their  exposure  to  these  predatory  incursions, 
unless  vigorous  measures  are  adopted  to  repel  them.  We  owe 
protection  to  the  emigrants,  and  it  has  been  solemnly  promised 
to  them;  and  this  duty  can  only  be  fulfilled  by  repressing  and 
punishing  every  attempt  to  disturb  the  general  tranquillity.  Po- 
licy and  humanity  equally  dictate  this  course,  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  hope  that  the  display  of  this  force  will  itself  render  un- 
necessary its  hostile  employment.  The  more  barbarous  tribes 
will  perceive  that  their  own  safety  is  closely  connected  with 
the  permanent  establishment  of  pacific  relations  both  with  the 
United  States  and  with  the  other  Indians. 

It  is  due  to  the  reciment  of  dragoons  to  remark,  that  its  com- 
position is  believed  to  be  good,  and,  I  anticipate,  it  will  do  honor 
to  the  army,  and  render  effectual  service  to  the  country. 

I  feel  it  a  duty  once  more  to  ask  your  favorable  interposition 
in  behalf  of  the  medical  corps.  There  is  no  portion  of  the  army, 
whose  compensation  is  so  utterly  inadequate  to  their  services. 
The  pay  of  the  highest  grade  but  little  exceeds  that  of  a  captain, 
and  the  pay  of  the  lowest  that  of  a  first  lieutenant;  and  these 
two  grades  constitute  the  whole  range  of  service  within  the 
reach  of  medical  officers.  In  the  line  of  the  army,  and  most  of 
the  staff  departments,  there  are  successive  gradations  of  rank, 
each  with  increased  emolument,  to  stimulate  the  exertions,  and 
to  reward  the  services,  of  the  officers.  The  importance  of  pro- 
fessional skill  and  talent  in  the  medical  corps  will  not  be  doubt- 
ed; and  the  dispersed  condition  of  our  army  in  time  of  peace, 
and  its  exposure  to  the  effects  of  various  climates,  render  the 
conservation  of  its  health  an  object  of  much  soliciiude.    And  in 
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the  time  of  wai',  this  solicitude  will  be  increased  by  the  perils  of 
active  service. 

In  Ofder  to  place  in  a  proper  condition  this  branch  of  our  mi- 
litary establishment,  a  system  ofexamijiation  has  been  recently 
instituted,  by  whicii  the  pretent^ions  of  medical  gentlemen  seek- 
ing appointments  in  the  army,  will  be  subjected  to  rigid  scrutiny. 
A  board,  composed  of  able  and  experienced  surgeons,  has  been 
organized,  and  the  various  members  of  the  department  have 
been  examined  by  them.  The  result  has  already  been  highly 
useful,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  so  for  the  future.  But  while  tiie 
standard  of  professional  acquirement  is  thus  increased,  justice 
demands  that  the  rate  of  compensation  should  be  examined, 
and  that  it  should  be  rendered  commensurate  with  the  duties 
and  responsibility  of  this  most  useful  class  of  officers.  It  is  not 
to  be  expected,  that  the  medical  corps  can  retain  the  able  men, 
who  now  compose  it,  or  see  others  join  it,  unless  their  services 
are  adequately  rewarded. 

The  act  organizing  the  subsistence  department  expires,  by  its 
own  limitation,  on  the  2d  day  of  March  next.  It  was  originally 
passed  in  1818,  and  has  been  continued  by  successive  tetnporary 
acts  till  the  present  time.  The  reason  of  this  course  of  legisla- 
tion is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  introduction 
of  the  system  was  an  experiment,  and  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
test  its  operation,  before  a  permanent  character  was  given  to  it. 
This  has  been  fully  done,  and  the  result  is,  in  every  point  ol 
view,  satisfactory.  All  who,  were  acquainted  with  the  mode 
of  supplying  the  army  previously  to,  and  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  a  few  years  after  its  termination,  nmst  be  sensible  of  the 
superiority  of  the  present  plan.  In  the  quality  of  the  provisions, 
in  the  certainty  of  the  supply,  and  in  the  enonomy  of  adminis- 
tration, its  operation  is  decidedly  superior  to  the  old  system, 
where  contractors  furnished  and  issued  all  the  subsistence  re- 
quired. The  continued  failures  that  took  place,  and  frequently 
in  the  most  critical  state  of  aifairs;  the  controversies  arising  out 
of  perpetual  attempts  to  issue  unsound  provisions;  and  the  se- 
rious obstacles  which  these  and  the  other  operations  of  the  sys- 
tem interposed  to  the  public  service;  must  be  fresh  in  the  re- 
■co'Meclion  of  every  military  man  who  participated  in  the  events 
«f  Ihose  periods.  The  army  is  now  well  and  promptly  supplied, 
and  the  faithful  officer  at  the  head  of  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment has  established  a  system  of  purchasing,  of  issuing,  and  of 
responsibility,  which,  while  it  insures  this  result,  guards  the 
public  interest  against  loss  and  imposition  as  far  as  a  business 
necessarily  so  extended  permits.  During  the  fifteen  years  in 
■which  this  department  has  been  in  operation,  more  than  five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  have  been  expended  under  its  di- 
rection, and  the  wliole  loss  which  has  been  incurred  by  the  de- 
falcations of  its  officers  does  not  amount  to  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

I  consider  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  present  arrange- 
ment should  be  rendered  permanent,  and  I  therefore  present 
Ihe  subject  with  that  view  to  your  notice;  and  I  also  beg  leave 
4o  suggest  that  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  office 
«hould  be  increased.  It  is  now  lower  than  the  average  amount 
allowed  in  the  other  public  offices,  and  less  than  is  due  to  their 
labor  and  responsibility. 

The  report  of  the  visiters  appointed  to  examine  the  military 
academy,  shows  that  the  institution  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  is  fulfilling  the  duties  committed  to  it,  in  the  education 
•of  the  young  men  destined  for  the  military  service  of  the  coun- 
try. The  suggestions,  made  by  the  visiters,  for  the  improvement 
■«f  this  national  school,  are  the  result  of  a  careful  examination: 
and  coming,  as  they  do,  from  a  body  of  able  and  impartial  citi 
zens,  are  entitled  to  much  consideration.  They  appear  to  me 
just  in  themselves,  and  promising,  in  the  event  of  their  adop- 
tion, salutary  consequences  to  the  institution. 

There  is  one  subject  which  I  feel  particularly  desirous  of  plac- 
ing before  you.  The  situation  of  teacher  of  drawing  corresponds 
neither  with  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  duties  required 
•of  that  officer,  nor  with  the  professional  merit  of  the  distinguish- 
ed artist  who  has  relinquished  the  fair  prospects  held  out  to  him 
in  a  foreign  country,  to  accept  it.  The  art  itself  is  highly  im- 
portant to  military  men,  and  its  acquisition  is  essential  to  a  re- 
*pectable  standing  at  the  academy.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the 
instructor  should  unite  in  his  person  those  high  qualifications, 
natural  and  acquired,  which  have  in  all  ages  been  the  lot  of 
those  who  have  attained  eminence  iti  the  art,  and  which  have 
placed  it  among  those  pursuits  that  are  at  once  the  cause  and 
the  effect  of  advanced  improvement  in  society.  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  thi»  officer  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
the  professors  at  the  academy,  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that 
snch  a  mea?urfe  would  not  only  he  just  in  itself,  but  would  be  a 
proper  tribute  of  respect  to  the  liberal  arts,  and  a  proper  notice 
of  one  whose  professional  talents  and  success  have  been  honor- 
able to  his  country. 

I  have  had  the  honor  heretofore  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion my  views  in  relation  to  brevet  commissions  in  the  army, 
and  I  am  induced,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  entitled  to  them, 
a^ain  to  present  the  subject.  If  no  new  legislation  is  contem- 
plated, nor  any  action  of  the  senate  which  shall  change  the 
principle  or  practice  heretofore  prevalent,  no  objections  occur 
to  me  to  delay  any  longer  these  promotions.  The  officers  have 
earned  them  by  lengtli  of  service  agreeably  to  the  established 
Hsage:  and  to  make  a  discrimination,  without  any  previous  de- 
claration, so  as  to  exclude  from  this  advantage  those  who  are 
at  tiiis  time  entitled  to  il,  does  not  seem  called  for  by  the  exi 
gency  of  any  circumstance  connected  with  Ihi.-f  subject:  and, 
in  fact,  there  aro  no  very  obvious  reasons,  occurring  to  me, 


why  these  professional  honors  which,  in  common  cases,  make 
no  demand  upon  the  treasury,  but  serve  to  foster  those  profes- 
sional feelings  which  give  elevation  to  the  military  character, 
should  not  be  granted  as  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under  or- 
dinary circumstances,  they  would  produce  no  practical  opera- 
tion, either  with  relation  to  emolument  or  command.  When  they 
should  do  either,  it  would  be  precisely  when  their  value  would 
be  enhanced  by  the  very  state  of  tilings  producing  this  change 
in  their  operation.  Wiien  the  greater  experience  of  the  brevet 
officer  would  entitle  him  to  an  enlarged  command,  and  to  a  cor- 
responding rank  over  those,  whether  in  the  regular  arniy  or  the 
militia,  whose  qualifications,  so  far  as  these  depend  upou  ser- 
vice, are  less  than  his. 

The  attention  of  the  army  has  been  frequently  drawn  to  a 
project  for  the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the  support  of  inva- 
lid officers,  and  of  the  widows  and  children  of  sucii  as  may  die 
in  the  service.  The  object  is  a  commendable  one,  and  as  the 
only  aid  expected  of  the  government  is  such  legislative  provi- 
sion as  may  be  necessary  to  give  eflect  to  the  measure,  in  con- 
formity with  the  general  views  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  it  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  favorable  regard  of  the  government.  A 
moderate  and  stated  deduction  from  the  pay  of  each  officer 
would  create  a  fund  which  would  afford  essential  relief  to  many 
who  otherwise  would  be  exposed  to  want  and  penury,  and 
might  soothe  the  declining  years  of  meritorious  officers  who 
may  have  necessarily  expended,  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
families,  the  whole  allowance  made  to  them  by  law,  and  who, 
without  such  an  arrangement,  would  look  forward  with  anxie- 
ty to  the  future.  Whatever  plan  may  be  uili:nately  adopted,  a 
legal  organization  is  essential  to  its  operation  and  success;  and 
as  the  funds  will  be  provided  by  the  officers  themselves,  and  for 
their  own  advantage,  the  administration  will  no  doubt  be  com- 
mitted to  them,  to  be  exercised  by  such  persons,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  they  may  direct.  The  considerations  connected 
with  this  measure  are  so  obviously  just,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  dictates  of  prudence  and  humanity,  that  I  trust  they 
will  be  favorably  considered. 

And  I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  before  you  a  kindred  sub- 
ject connected  with  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  and  having 
for  its  object  a  provision  for  the  support  of  superannuated  sol- 
diers. In  our  service,  as  at  present  organized,  a  soldier  can 
only  be  retained  as  long  as  his  physical  powers  are  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  him.  When  his 
constitution  fails,  unless  it  is  the  result  "of  disability  incurred 
in  the  line  of  his  duly,"  he  is  discharged  without  any  provision 
for  his  support,  and  generally,  from  the  habits  of  his  life,  with- 
out the  disposition,  and  too  often  the  power  to  labor,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  support.  He  is  then  thrown  upon  the  chari- 
ty of  the  community,  after  devoting  the  best  of  his  life  to  the 
service  of  his  country. 

This  result  may  be  easily  obviated  without  expense  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  an  ample  provision  made  for  those  discharged 
soldiers  who  are  unable  to  procure  the  means  of  support.  The 
principle  which  has  been  long  and  wisely  applied  to  the  navy, 
may  be  safely  applied  to  the  army.  An  inconsiderable  deduc- 
tion from  the  pay  of  each  soldier  would  go  far  towards  the  cre- 
ation of  a  fund  for  this  purpose;  and  if  this  deduction  were  to 
commence  with  those  who  might  enlist  after  the  passage  of  the 
law,  there  could  be  no  objections  on  account  of  the  previous 
engagement  formed  with  the  soldiers.  And  there  are  three 
auxiliary  sources  of  revenue  which  may  be  applied  towards  the 
former  object. 

These  are,  fines  assessed  by  courts  martial. 

The  pay  due  to  soldiers  who  may  die  without  leaving  any 
heirs  to  claim  it. 

A  proportion  of  the  post  fund,  which  is  principally  derived 
from  a  tax  upon  sutlers. 

It  is  believed  that  the  means  which  may  be  realized  agreea- 
bly to  this  suggestion,  would  be  found  sufficient  to  provide  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  class  of  persons,  whose  condition  is 
now  so  hopeless,  and  so  unsuited  to  the  character  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  feelings  of  the  community. 

The  experience  of  every  year  adds  to  the  conviction,  that  the 
sooner  tlie  Indians  remaining  east  of  the  Mississippi,  migrate 
to  the  region  west  of  that  river,  the  sooner  will  they  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  embarrassments  of  their  present  position,  and  plac- 
ed in  a  situation  where  they  may  physically  and  morally  im- 
prove, and  look  forward  to  a  prosperous  and  permanent  destiny. 
All  the  reports  which  reach  the  department  upon  this  subject, 
concur  in  the  representation,  that  the  emigrants  already  there 
are  comfortable  and  contented;  that  the  region  assigned  to  them 
is  fertile,  salubrious,  and  as  extensive  as  they,  and  their  de- 
scendants for  many  generations,  can  require.  They  are  making 
improvements,  and  erec'.ing  dwellings,  and  are  evidently  layirig 
the  foundation  of  a  social  system  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
afford  them  security  and  prosperity.  As  a  striking  proof  of 
their  improvement,  and  of  the  quantity  of  provisions  raised 
among  them,  it  may  be  stated  that  one  of  the  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing provisions  has  been  taken  by  a  Choctaw,  who  is  said 
to  have  a  supply  of  his  own  amply  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
meet  his  engagement.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  Indians  them- 
selves, and  for  the  great  cause  of  humanity,  that  the  effi)rts  of 
the  governiTient  to  persuade  them  peaeoably  and  voluntarily  to 
remove  are  every  year  crowned  with  more  and  more  success. 
Since  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department,  the  condi- 
tional arransement  made  by  the  Seminoles  for  their  emigration 
has  been  rendered  abseolute  by  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
country  proposed  for  their  residence.    They  have  examined, 
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and  are  satisfied  wilh  it,  and,  if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by 
the  senate,  they  will  soon  leave  the  territory  of  Florida.  An 
arrangement  has  also  been  made  wilh  the  separate  bands  in 
that  territory,  by  whieh  they  have  agteed  to  emigrate,  and  Ihus 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  removal  of  the  whole  Indian 
popniation  frcmi  Florida. 

The  treaty  with  the  Cliickasaws  has  terminated  all  difficulties 
with  that  tribe.  It  is  understood  that  the  exploriiii;  (larly  pro- 
vided for  in  that  instrutncnt  are  about  to  contmente  tlieir  jour- 
ney with  a  view  to  select  a  residence  west  of  the  Misj^issippi. 
If  "they  succeeil,  they  will  remove  within  the  period  limited.  If 
they  do  not,  ami  choose  to  remain,  they  will  become,  wilh  llieir 
own  consent,  citizens  of  Mississippi,  and  vvdl  occupy,  as  abso 
lute  owners,  the  several  tracts  of  land  assiuued  to  them. 

The  obligations  assumed  by  the  United  Stales  in  the  treaty 
with  theChoctaws,  for  the  removal  of  those  Indians,  have  been 
fulfilled.  From  the  reports  which  have  been  made  to  the  de 
partmenl,  it  appears  that  about  filteen  ihonsand  individuals  of 
this  tribe  have  been  removed.  A  parly  estimated  to  contain 
from  filteen  Inmdred  to  three  thousand  persons,  have  chaiiged 
Uieir  usual  place  of  residence  in  Alabama,  and  have  declined 
accompanying  the  other  Indians  in  their  emigration.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  party  is  composed  principally  of  the  worst  por- 
tion of  the  tribe,  and  that  tiiey  intend  lo  hang  upon  the  white  set- 
tlements, in  order  to  indulge  the  vicious  habits  they  have  ac 
quired.  As  the  government  has  scrupulously  fulfilled  its  en- 
gagements with  these  people,  which  terminate  wilh  this  year, 
and  as  every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  proper  agents  to  in- 
duce Uuni  to  remove,  nothing  remains  but  to  leave  them  to  the 
results  of  their  own  experience.  It  cannot  be  long  before  they 
will  feel  the  necessity  of  rejoining  the  great  body  of  the  tribe. 

Satisfied,  as  you  have  been,  that  the  very  existence  of  the 
Creeks  in  Alabama  required  their  establishment  in  the  country 
ivest  of  the  Mississippi,  where  so  many  of  their  tribe  already 
reside,  you  have  not  hesitated  to  embrace  every  opportunity 
which  oflfered  of  accomplishing  this  object.  Instructions  have 
been  three  times  given  to  ascertain  their  views,  and  to  endea- 
vor to  perstiade  them  to  acquiesce  in  this  course.  The  two 
first  attempts  proved  unsuccessful,  the  result  of  the  last  is  un- 
known. Independent  of  the  general  reasons  arising  out  of  our 
Indian  relations,  which  operated  to  induce  these  efl^orts,  the 
peculiar  state  of  thinss  among  these  Indians,  and  a  strong  de- 
sire to  remove  the  difficulties  connected  with  them,  had  much 
influence  in  directing  the  negotiations. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  have  quietly  removed  to  the  region  as- 
signed to  them,  and  the  Winnebagoes  have  left  the  country 
upon  Rock  river,  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  them,  and  retired  across  the  Mississippi,  to  their  lands 
north  of  the  Onisconsin. 

Treaties  have  been  formed  with  the  Fottawalamies,  Chippe- 
was  and  Ottowas,  claiming  the  district  on  the  west  side  of 
Lake  Michigan,  soutli  of  Green  bay  and  north  of  Chicago,  for 
its  cession  to  the  United  States,  and  with  the  Pottawatamies  of 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  for  the  relinquishment  of  their  re- 
Bervation  south  of  Grand  river. 

With  the  exception,  therefore,  of  the  Minmies  in  the  state  of 
Indiana,  of  a  band  of  the  Wyandots  at  Upper  Sandusky,  in 
Ohio,  and  of  scattered  portions  of  the  Ottawas  and  Cliippewas 
in  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  north  of  Grand  river,  and  of  Sa- 
ganaw  bay,  probably  not  exceeding  altogether  five  thousand  in- 
dividuals, the  whole  country  north  of  the  Ohio,  and  east  of  the 
Mississi(»pi,  including  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
and  the  territory  of  Michigan  as  far  as  the  Fox  and  Onisconsin 
rivers,  has  been  cleared  of  the  embarrassments  of  Indian  rela- 
tions} and  the  Indians  themselves  have  either  already  emigrat- 
ed, or  have  stipulated  to  do  so  within  limited  periods,  and  upon 
fruch  terms  as  will  ensure  them  adequate  subsistence,  and  the 
means  of  establishing  themselves  comfortably  in  their  new  re- 
sidence, unless,  indeed,  the  aid  and  efl^orts  of  the  governinent 
are  rendered  useless  by  their  habitual  indolence  and  improvi 
dence.  The  Cherokees  occupying  portions  of  land  in  Georgia, 
Alabama,  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  [trobably  not  ex- 
ceeding eleven  thousand  persons,  are  the  only  Indians  south  of 
the  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with  wliom  an  arrange- 
ment has  not  been  made  either  for  emigration,  or  for  a  change 
of  political  relations.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  same  causes 
which  have  heretofore  prevented  an  adjustment  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  that  tribe,  and  their  removal  west,  yet  continue  to  defeat 
the  efforts  of  the  government.  These  causes  are  no  doubt 
principally  to  be  traced  to  the  ascendancy  of  particular  indivi- 
duals, and  to  their  desire  to  retain  political  influence  and  pow- 
er. It  is  expected  that  about  five  hundred  of  these  Indians 
will  remove  west  this  season,  and  the  residue  of  the  Chero- 
kees, then  remaining  east  of  tlie  Mississippi,  will  be,  agreeably 
to  previous  computations,  about  ten  thousand  five  hundred. 

The  commissioners  west  of  the  Mississippi  are  engaaed  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  coimected  with  our  Indian  relations 
in  that  quarter.  They  have  succeeded  in  arranging  satisfactmily 
the  disputed  question  of  boundaries  between  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees,  which  has,  for  some  time,  occasioned  much  embar- 
rassment. They  have  also  forined  treaties  with  the  Creeks,  the 
Cherokees,  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  the  Quapaws  and  the 
Seminoles,of  Florida,  by  which  all  matters  connected  with  these 
tribes  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted.  Their  labors  will  be 
now  directed  to  the  other  subjects  indicated  in  their  instruc- 
tions, and  which  are  important  to  a  permanent  arrangement  of 
the  various  questions  ariising  out  of  a  new  state  of  things  which 
wilt  be  created  in  that  region.    Among  these,  one  of  the  mo«t 


interesting  is  a  practical  plan  for  regulating  the  intercourse  of 
the  various  tribes,  indigettous  and  emigrant,  with  one  another, 
and  with  the  United  States,  and  for  the  establishment  of  some 
general  principles  by  which  their  own  internal  government  can 
be  salely  adutinistcred  by  themselves,  ami  a  general  superin- 
tending authority  exercised  by  the  United  States,  so  lar  as  may 
be  necessary  t<»  restrain  hostilities  aminig  tlnm,  and  incursions 
into  our  borders.  Until  such  a  system  is  adopted,  it  is  evident 
that  the  C(>n<lilion  of  tho>e  Indians  cannot  be  secure,  nor  will 
the  <d)iiyalion  impo-vd  upon  the  government  be  fulfilled.  The 
ta>k  requires  an  intimate  knowledge  ol  the  lo(!al  circumstances 
of  the  tribes  of  that  rtgion  and  of  the  country  they  inhabit,  and 
a  practical  acquaintance  with  hnlian  habits,  feelings  and  modes 
ol  life.  I  trn>t  the  commissioners  will  be  able  to  reprirt  a  plan 
which  will  fulfil  the  expectation  of  those  who  have  observed 
wilh  solicitude  the  course  f)f  this  matter,  and  which  will  even- 
inally  secure  the  prosperity  of  the  Indians.  As  it  is  probable, 
however,  that  this  cannot  be  efiTected  within  the  time  limited 
f()r  the  duties  of  the  commissioners.  I  would  respectlully  sug- 
gest the  pr(»priety  of  their  term  of  service  being  prolonged  until 
the  close  of  the  next  year. 

There  have  been  presented  for  allowance  under  the  pension 
act  of  June  7th,  183-2,  thirty  thousand  six  hundred  claims.  The 
whole  of  these  have  been  examined,  and  either  admitted,  re- 
jected, or  returned  to  the  parlies  for  supplementary  action. 
Twenty  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  eight  certifi- 
cates have  been  issued,  eleven  hundred  and  eleven  claims  have 
been  rejected,  three  hundred  returned  cases  are  in  the  office 
awaiting  or  iimlergoing  re-examination,  thirteen  hundred  and 
fifty-one  which  are  incomplete  in  their  proofs,  are  suspended 
till  these  are  furnished,  and  four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty  five  are  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  for  additional  evi- 
dence or  authentication,  or  in  transitu  between  them  and  the 
office. 

It  is  creditable  to  the  industry  and  efficiency  of  the  pension 
office  that  such  a  mass  of  business  should  have  been  performed 
within  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the 
above  law.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  LEWIS  CASS. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

Memorial  to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  ths  Unit~ 

ed  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sullivan  and  Pe- 
ter Wager,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Maryland, 
(iireetors  of  Ihe  bank  of  the  United  States,  appointed  by  the 
preside:}',  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
respectfully  shows^- 

Selected  by  the  presideht  ahd  sett&te,  as  ditectnrs  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  we  have  endeavored,  during  the  present 
year,  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  responsible  Uast, 
Appointed  without  solicitation,  deriving'  from  the  office  tia 
emolument,  we  have  been  guided  in  our  conduct  by  no  views 
but  a  determination  to  uphold,  so  far  as  was  in  our  powef^ 
those  principles  which  we  believe  actuated  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  establishing  a  national  bank,  and  in  providing 
by  its  charter  that  they  should  be  represented  at  the  board  of 
directors.  We  have  regarded  that  institution,  not  as  a  source 
of  profit  to  individuals,  but  as  an  organ  of  the  government,  es- 
tablished by  the  nation  for  its  own  benefit.  We  have  regarded 
ourselves,  not  asniere  agents  of  those  whose  funds  have  been 
subscribed  towards  the  capital  of  the  bank,  bul  as  officers  ap- 
pointed on  behalf  of  the  American  people.  We  have  endeavor- 
ed lo  govern  all  our  conduct  as  faithful  representatives  of  them. 
We  have  been  deterred  from  this  by  no  preconcerted  system  to 
deprive  us  of  our  rights,  by  no  impeachment  of  our  motives,  by 
no  false  views  of  policy,  by  no  course  of  management  which 
might  be  supposed  to  promote  the  interests  of  those  concerned 
in  the  institution,  at  the  danger  or  sacrifice  of  the  general  good. 
Wc  have  left  the  other  directors  to  govern  themselves  as  they 
may  think  best  for  the  interests  of  those  by  whom  they  were 
chosen.  For  ourselves,  we  have  bei'ii  determined,  that  where 
any  diflferences  have  arisen,  involving  on  the  one  hand,  that 
open  and  correct  course  which  is  beneficial  lo  the  whole  com- 
n)unity,  and  on  the  other,  what  are  supposed  to  be  the  interests 
of  the  bank — our  eflTorts  should  be  steadily  directed  to  uphold 
the  former,  our  remonstrances  against  the  latter  should  be 
resolute  and  constant,  and,  when  lliey  proved  unavailing,  our 
appeal  should  be  made  to  those  who  were  more  immediately  in- 
trusted with  the  protection  of  the  ptiblic  welfare. 

In  pursuing  this  course,  we  have  been  met  by  an  organized 
system  of  opposition,  on  the  part  of  the  ntajority.  Our  efioits 
have  been  thwarted,  our  motives  and  actions  have  been  misre- 
presented, our  rights  have  been  denied,  and  the  limits  of  our 
duties  have  been  gratuitously  pointed  out  to  us,  by  those  who 
have  sought  to  curtail  them  to  meet  their  own  policy,  not  that 
which  we  believe  led  to  the  creation  of  the  offices  we  hold.  As- 
serting that  injury  has  been  done  lo  them  by  the  late  measure 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  removine  the  ptii)iic  depo- 
sites,  an  elaborate  statement  has  been  prepared  and  widely  cir- 
culated, and  taking  that  as  llnir  basis,  it  has  been  resolved  by 
the  majority  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives.  We  have  not  and  do  not  interfere  in  the  con- 
troversy, which  exists  b(  uveen  the  majority  of  the  board  and 
the  executive  department  of  the  government — but  unjustly  as- 
sailed as  we  have  been,  in  this  statement,  the  laneunge  and 
manner  of  which  were  alike  uticalled  for,  we  respectfully  claim 
the  same rightofBubujittiiij;  our  conduct  to  the  same tfibunai,  and 
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asking  of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  American  peo- 
pie,  that  impartial  liearing,  and  that  fair  protection  which  all 
Iheir  officers,  and  all  citizens  have  a  right  to  demand.  We  shall 
endeavor  to  present  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  relarion  in 
which  we  are  placed,  as  well  towards  the  institution  in  ques- 
tion, as  towards  tlie  government  and  people  of  the  Unitu'd 
Stales — to  prove  tl);it  from  the  moment  we  took  our  seats  among 
the  directors  of  the  bank,  we  have  been  the  objects  of  a  syste- 
matic opposition — our  rij/hts  trampled  u[(on,  our  just  iiiterl'er- 
ence  prevented,  and  our  offices  rend(;red  utterly  useless,  for 
all  the  purposes  required  by  the  charter — and  to  show  that  the 
statements  by  the  majority  of  the  board,  in  the  document  to 
which  we  refer,  convey  an  account  of  their  proceedings  and 
conduct  altogether  illusory  and  incorrect. 

It  has  pleased  the  majority  of  the  board  of  directors,  in  the 
document  to  which  we  refer,  in  order,  we  suppose,  in  some  de- 
gree to  extenuate  their  conduct  in  systematically  nullifying  the 
representatives  of  the  government  and  people,  to  deny  thai  the 
public  directors  are  seated  at  the  board  in  any  other  relation 
than  themselves — to  deny  the  existence  of  any  difference  in  the 
official  character  and  duty  of  themselves  and  us.  This  extraor- 
dinary denial,  in  the  face  of  all  experience,  of  the  familiar  his- 
tory of  the  country,  and  of  palpable  reasoning,  must  rather  be 
ascribed  to  the  presumption  which  moneyed  power  is  apt  to 
inspire,  than  to  the  ignorance  or  wilful  misrepresentation  of 
those  who  make  it.  Nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  the  pub- 
lic directors  were  devised  as  instruments  for  the  attainment  of 
public  objects;  that  their  being  insi.<ted  upon  in  the  charter  itself, 
was  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  those  who  elected  the  legisla- 
tive body  by  which  it  was  passed;  and  that  their  appointment 
was  given  to  the  president,  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  (not  to  the  mere  fiscal  representa- 
tive), in  order  to  clothe  them  with  all  the  character  of  official 
representation,  and  to  exact  from  them  a  discharge  of  all  the 
duties,  public,  political  and  patriotic,  incident  to  a  trust  so  con- 
ferred. If  we  are  mistaken  in  this,  we  acknowledge  that  our 
solicitude  about  the  rights  and  morals — the  practical  purity  and 
freedom  of  our  countrymen — has  misled  us.  But  we  know 
that  we  are  not. 

In  the  celebrated  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  1790,  that 
eminent  statesman  and  financier,  although  then  impressed  with 
a  persuasion,  that  the  government  of  the  country  might  well 
leave  the  management  of  a  national  bank,  to  "the  keen,  stea- 
dy, and,  as  it  were,  magnetic  sense  of  their  own  interest,"  ex- 
isting among  the  private  stockholders,  yet  holds  the  following 
remarkable  and  pregnant  language.  "If  the  paper  of  a  bank  is 
permitted  to  insinuate  itself  into  all  the  revenues  and  receipts 
of  a  country;  if  it  is  even  to  be  tolerated  as  the  substitute  for 
gold  and  silver,  in  all  the  transactions  of  business,  it  becomes 
in  either  view,  a  national  concern  of  the  first  magnitude.  As 
puch,  theordinary  rules  of  prudence  repuire  that  the  govern- 
ment should  possess  the  means  of  ascertaining,  whenever  it 
thinks  fit,  that  so  delicate  a  trust  is  executed  with  fidelity  and 
care,  A  right  of  this  nature  is  not  only  desirable  as  it  respects 
the  government,  but  it  ought  to  be  equally  so  to  all  those  con- 
cerned in  the  institution,  as  an  additional  title  to  public  and  pri- 
vate confidence,  and  as  a  thing  which  can  only  be  formidable  to 
practices  that  imply  mismanagement." 

In  the  letter  addressed  Alexai\(ler  James  Dallas,  the  author  of 
the  existing  bank,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  a 
national  currency,  in  1815,  the  sentiments  of  that  truly  di.*tin- 
guished  and  patriotic  statesman  are  explicitly  conveyed  upon 
this  very  point.  "Nor  can  it  be  doubted,"  he  remarks,  "that  the 
department  of  the  government  which  is  invested  with  the  pow 
er  of  appointment  l^o  all  the  important  offices  of  the  state,  is  a 
proper  department  to  exercise  the  power  of  appointment  in  re- 
lation to  a  national  trust  of  incalculable  magnitude.  The  na- 
tional bank  ought  not  to  be  regarded  simply  as  a  commercial 
bank.  It  will  not  operate  on  the  funds  of  the  stockholders  alone, 
but  much  more  on  the  funds  of  the  nation.  Its  conduct,  good 
or  bad,  will  not  affect  the  corporate  credit  and  resources  alone, 
but  much  more  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  government.  In 
fine,  it  is  not  an  institution  created  for  the  purposes  of  commerce 
and  profits  alone,  but  much  more  for  the  purposes  of  national 
policy,  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest 
powers  of  the  government.  Under  stich  circumstances,  the 
public  interests  cannot  be  too  cautiously  guarded,  and  the 
guards  proposed  can  never  be  injurious  to  the  commercial  inte- 
rests of  the  institution.  The  right  to  inspect  the  general  ac- 
counts of  the  bank,  may  be  employed  to  detect  the  evils  of  a 
mal  administration,  but  an  interior  agency  in  the  direction  of 
its  affairs  will  will  best  serve  to  prevent  them."  This  last  sen 
tence,  extracted  from  the  able  document  of  secretary  Dallas, 
develops  at  a  glance  what  had  been  the  experience  of  the  A;ne- 
ricnn  government  and  people,  in  the  period  vvliich  elapsed  be- 
tween the  time  of  Alexander  Hamilton  and  that  immediately 
preceding  the  formation  of  the  present  bank.  Hamilton  con- 
ceived that  a  "right  to  inspect  the  general  accounts  of  the 
bank,"  would  enable  government  "to  detect  the  evils  of  a  mal- 
administration," and  their  detection  he  thought  siiffieient.  He 
was  mistaken.  At  least  so  thought  conirress  and  their  consti- 
tuents in  181.5.  Hence  the  inflexible  spirit  which  pruvailed  at 
the  organization  of  a  new  hank,  in  establishing  "an  interior 
agency  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs,"  by  the  appointment  of 
public  officers,  throujih  whom  the  evils  of  a  mal  adniinistration 
might  he  carefully  watched  and  prevented. 

In  the  progress  of  legi:=lation  on  the  hank  thus  projected  by 
secretary  Dallas,  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  public  ditec 


tion  were  still  more  fully  developed,  and  uniformly  insisted  on. 
When  a  leading  opponent  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison, 
moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  charter,  then  under  conside- 
ration, as  gave  to  the  president  and  senate  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing five  directors,  he  was  resolutely  and  successfully  met 
with  the  declaiatioii  and  argument,  "that  it  was  necessary,  as 
well  to  guard  the  (*iil)lic  interest,  as  to  secure  a  just  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  as  regarded  the  public,  that  a  pro- 
portion of  the  direction  should  be  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment." "That  the  true  policy  in  the  creation  of  a  bank,  is  to 
give  it  a  double  character;  to  combine  in  it  the  elements  of  pub- 
lic and  private  interest,  but  to  secure  to  the  former  a  control 
over  the  latter;  for  the  government  which  creates  this  institu- 
tion is  responsible  for  its  fulfilment  of  the  great  objects  of  its 
creation  and  it  is  wiser  to  use  means  of  precaution,  than  to  rest 
upon  ultimate  measiires  of  severe  correction."  "The  interest 
of  this  bank  should  be  made  subservient  to  the  interest  of  the 
public — of  the  people;  and  hence  he  wished  some  control  in  ita 
direction."  They  did  not  "want  merely  a  great  money  ma- 
chine, but  an  institution  of  a  national  character,  and  therefore 
could  not  consent  to  part  with  those  features  in  the  bill,  which 
gave  the  government  a  proper  and  necessary  control  over  the 
bank." 

It  is  useless  to  extend  t||e?e  views.  They  were  almost  unani- 
mously avowed  at  the  adoption  of  the  charter,  to  be  those  on 
which  public  directors — selected  and  confirmed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  senate,  to  represent  the  government  and  the  people 
at  the  board — were  deemed  by  the  legislators  whose  votes 
created  the  institution,  an  absolute  condition  of  their  consent. 
The  bank  would  never  have  had  being,  unless  accompanied  by 
public  sentinels,  to  detect,  expose,  or  prevent  "the  evils  of 
mal-administration;"  to  act  as  checks  upon  the  cupidity  and 
corrupt  ambition  springing  from  "a  keen  and  magnetic  sense 
of  self  interest;"  to  stand  between  the  rights  and  liberties, 
and  morals  of  the  community,  and  the  encroachments  of 
"a  great  money  machine" — a  power  alike  base  in  its  modes  of 
persuasion,  and  formidable  in  the  mystery  and  extent  of  its  ope- 
rations. 

And  yet  we  are  now  told,  with  a  hardihood  which  nothing  but 
the  pride  of  the  purse  can  explain,  that  the  public  directors, 
thus  devised  for  national  purposes,  thus  designated  by  the  high- 
est national  authority,  thus  invested  as  national  officers  with 
national  trusts  and  responsibilities,  have  no  other  attributes  or 
duties  than  the  other  directors — and  their  remonstrances  are 
treated  with  scorn,  proportionate  to  the  nvmerical  ascendancy  of 
the  private  representatives  of  the  stockholders.  In  other  words, 
public  and  national  agents,  to  whom  has  been  confided  "a  na- 
tional trust  of  incalculable  magnitude,"  who  have  been  select- 
by  the  highest  appointing  power  known  to  the  American  repub- 
lic, must  bring  down  the  great  principles  on  which  they  should 
act,  and  trim  the  enlarged  and  patriotic  motives  which  ought  to 
actuate  representatives  of  the  people,  so  as  to  square  with  the 
selfish  purposes  of  mercenary  pursuit,  or  the  secret  aspirations 
of  an  ambitious  moneyed  conclave.  Yes!  The  bank  has  the 
boldness  to  claim  co-equality  with  the  nation;  to  assert  and  to 
exercise,  as  far  as  it  can.  the  right  of  silencing  and  despisiHg  the 
legally  constituted  functionaries  of  the  nation;  to  disregard  the 
organs  and  representatives  of  the  people;  and  thtis,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  money  pride  and  pretension,  utterly  to  set  at  nought  the 
people  themselves. 

A  case  parallel  to  otir's  has  never  yet  been  exhibited  in  this 
country.  It  is  the  case  of  a  subordinate  corporation,  spurning 
at  and  virtually  discarding  the  agents  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
created:  paying  no  sort  of  respect  to  the  exalted  public  sources 
whence  tlieir  n|)pointment  immediately  emanates;  denyinz  the 
true  nature  of  their  trust;  and  nullifyiri!:  by  preconcert  and  pre- 
tfuice,  the  law  of  the  land  and  its  ministerial  officers.  Indivi- 
dually ami  personally  this  arrogant  and  unequalled  proceeding, 
conducted  under  the  semblances  of  official  forms,  cannot  aftect 
us;  we  are  in  fact  relieved  by  it  from  many  labors  irksome,  pain- 
ful and  unprofitable;  made  silent  and  useless  by  the  force  of  a 
majority,  we  are  freed  from  much  responsibility  and  care.  But 
to  our  constituents;  to  the  American  nation  and  people,  the  ex- 
ample is  of  vast,  and  we  believe,  vital  interest;  and  to  them  and 
for  them,  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  make  the  statement  which  we  now 
submit  to  their  assembled  representatives.  W^ith  them  alone  it 
remains  to  decide  whether  they  will  assert  the  supremacy  of 
the  law,  support  their  public  acents  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties; and  confine  within  its  proper  sphere  of  subordination  and 
real  usefulness,  an  institution,  created,  not  for  its  own,  but 
their  benefit. 

We  now  proceed  to  lay  before  congress,  the  history  of  those 
transactions  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  which  are  the  foundation  of  the  pre- 
ceding remarks,  and  have  c?illed  forth  this  statement. 

On  the  8th  .January.  1833,  having  been  appointed  directors, 
by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  three  of  us  attended  the 
first  meetiiii;  of  the  board,  two  heiuK  residents  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  On  the  appointment  of  the  siandins  committees, 
to  whom  the  preparation  and  consideration  of  a  jireat  deal  of 
the  most  important  business  is  assigned,  ai\d  who  consist  alto- 
gether of  thirteen  persons,  neither  of  us  was  appointed  on  any 
one  committee — thus  evincing  by  the  very  earliest  acts  of  the 
president  and  the  board,  as  we  could  not  fail  to  perceive,  a  de- 
termination to  deprive  us  of  the  best  means  of  information  in 
regard  to  the  nature  of  its  proceedings. 

This  mensuro  was  followed,  very  shortly  nffer,  hy  another,  to 
be  ascribed  only  to  the  same  oaufe.— Being  specially  summon- 
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ed,  on  the  evening  of  the  29lh  January,  a  long  and  elaborate  re- 
port was  submitted,  by  the  coinniitlee  on  exchange,  in  answer 
to  certain  jnquirius  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives.  Nearly  three  weeks 
had  been  employed  in  its  preparation — its  readin;?  occnpicMl  up 
wards  of  an  liour — it  embraced  various  important  stalcuKiits  of 
facts — it  exhibited  views,  some  of  wiiich  we  considered  partial 
if  not  erroneous,  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  institution  and 
the  olficers  of  the  treasury — and  much  of  it  was  entirely  new 
to  us,  as  it  must  have  been  to  several  olliers  of  the  directors, 
who  liad  been  but  a  short  time  membursof  the  board.  After  a  sin- 
gle reading,  a  motion  was  made  for  its  immi'diate  transmission 
to  Washington.  VVe  a>ked  for  time  to  examine  it  before  it  was 
thus  adopted.  VVe  requested  the  delay  even  of  a  week,  or  a 
faw  days,  for  this  purpose.  We  knew  that  no  public  object  re- 
quired such  unusual  precipitation.  Our  motion  was  promptly 
rejected.  Tlie  report  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  copies  printed  for  immediate  circulation. 

VVe  very  soon  found,  however,  tliat  this  system  of  conduct- 
ing the  most  important  afi'airs  by  committees,  from  wiiicii  we 
were  excluded,  was  not  merely  occasional.  It  was,  as  we  dis- 
covered, regularly  practised,  in  violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  the 
letter  of  the  cliarter,  which  declares  not  less  than  seven  direc- 
tors shall  be  necessary  to  the  transaction  of  business;  and 
which  intrusts  it  to  a  board  properly  chosen  and  appointed.  We 
found  also,  that  this  plan,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  transfer 
from  the  board  to  a  few  members  so  much  power  and  authority 
was  extended  even  to  the  disposal  of  the  funds  of  the  .stockhol- 
ders— a  branch  of  business  which  certainly  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cised, except  by  the  full  representation  of  their  interest,  re- 
quired by  the  charter;  and  which  otherwise  conducted,  has  in- 
volved and  must  involve  the  institution  in  transactions  from 
which  it  is  difficult  to  withdraw  without  loss. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  had  a  practical  instance  of  the  ope- 
ration of  this  unwise,  if  not  illegal  deviation  from  the  mode 
authorised  and  contemplated  by  the  charter  and  by-laws.  On 
the  22d  of  March,  we  observed  from  the  books  laid  before  the 
board,  that  a  note  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  remained  due 
and  unpaid,  and  that  it  hud  not  been  protested.  The  by-law  of 
the  bank  declares  in  express  terms,  that  "if  a  bill  or  note  be  not 
paid  on  the  last  day  of  grace,  it  shall  be  forthwith  protested." 
The  omission  to  comply  with  this  law  appeared  to  us  particu- 
larly extraordinary,  when  we  ascertained  that  the  debt,  of 
which  this  was  part,  had  been  allowed  to  increase  within  a  few 
years  from  $11,000  to  upwards  of  $80,000;  that  this  large  sum 
was  principally  on  security  of  an  unusual,  and  we  believe 
doubtful,  character — much  of  it  on  acceptances  of  draughts 
drawn  by  the  same  parties,  on  certain  trustees,  holding  funds 
received  from  congress,  for  an  edition  of  state  papers — that 
even  these  funds  were  also  partially  appropriated  as  security  for 
other  objects,  and  that  the  acceptances,  being  in  themselves 
conditional,  the  neglect  of  protest  was  rendered  still  more  sin- 
gular, both  in  relation  to  the  security  of  the  bank,  and  to  tlie 
right  of  notice  which  was  due  to  the  persons  who  might  be  call- 
ed on  for  the  payment.  It  appeared  too,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  account  in  question,  then  was,  and  since  the  month  of  No- 
vember preceding  had  been,  repeatedly  overdrawn  to  a  consi- 
derable amount.  We  thought  it  due  to  the  whole  board,  that 
the  reason  on  which  such  a  deviation  from  the  rules  of  the 
bank  had  been  made,  should  be  ascertained  and  recorded.  On 
calling  their  attention  to  the  facts,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  another  director,  and  without  a  dissenting  voice,  that  the 
account  in  question  should  be  referred  to  "a  special  committee 
of  seven,  including  the  three  resident  government  directors" — 
thus  admitting  us,  for  the  first  time,  into  a  participation  of  the 
business  of  the  committees.  After  the  unanimous  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  so  just  and  proper  in  itself,  it  was  with  no  small 
surprise  that  we  heard  at  the  very  next  ineeting  of  the  board, 
three  days  after,  and  before  the  account  in  question  had  been 
looked  at  by  the  committee,  a  motion  introduced  and  voted  for 
by  all  present,  except  ourselves  and  the  mover  of  the  original 
resolution,  by  which  it  was  altogether  rescinded.  Nor  was  this 
all.  It  appeared,  by  the  books  of  the  bank,  that,  while  the  spe- 
cial committee  for  investigating  this  account  was  actually  in  ex- 
i.<!tence,  the  committee  on  exchange  had  themselves  underta- 
ken to  renew  the  very  note,  the  neglect  to  protest  which  had 
led  to  its  appointment,  and  the  only  reason  assigned  was,  an 
understanding  previously  made  to  that  effect.  Nor  did  the  com- 
mittee on  exchange  stop  here.  At  the  same  time,  although 
another  bj'-law  of  the  bank  declares,  in  express  terms,  that  "no 
person  while  he  remains  an  overdrawer  shall  have  a  note  or 
bill  discounted" — they  did  discount  for  the  same  persons  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  $2,500,  and  this  on  security  of  the  most  unusal 
kind.  It  consisted  of  their  order,  on  the  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  "for  the  amount  which  would  be  due  to  them, 
for  the  second  part  of  volume  sixth  of  the  register  of  debates, 
say  for  five  hundred  copies,  twenty  five  hundred  dollars,  rrhen 
authorised  hy  the  house  as  heretofore.'^  On  this  order,  the  clerk 
declined  putting  any  acceptance,  as  the  work  had  not  been  sub- 
scribed for,  thoug\n,  as  he  said,  "he  did  not  doubt  of  its  being 
ordered,"  but  he  stated  "that  if  the  order  was  lodged  with  his 
paying  clerk,  he  would  pay  the  money,  when  due,  to  the  proper 
person."  We  remonstrated  against  loans  made  in  so  unusual  a 
manner,  but  in  vain.  We  tried  to  ascertain  something  of  the 
actual  value  of  the  state  paper  fund,  pledged  as  it  already  was, 
for  other  purposes,  but  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  docu- 
ments from  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  reprepentatives,  or  from 
the  trustees,  which  gave  any  thing  like  a  definite  etatement  of 


the  amount  which  the  bank  could  circulate  upon  receiving. 
We  endeavored  to  induce  the  board  to  commence  the  reduction 
of  so  large  a  debt,  and  to  obtain,  at  any  rate,  a  partial  payment 
from  the  (niids  received  from  congress.  AH  these  efforts  were, 
however,  quite  unavailing.  When  the  notes  were  oflered  for 
renewal,  we  were  repeatedly  assured  that  the  debt  would  be 
reduced,  yet  month  after  month  paeised  away,  and  it  still  re- 
mained lilll)!  if  at  all  diminished. 

On  the  20lh  of  SeptcMuber,  six  months  after  the  adjournment 
of  congress,  when,  it  was  understood,  they  were  to  receive 
large  sums  •)(  mouthy  for  the  works  which  liny  wi-re  printing, 
we  observed  that  the  books  laid  before  the  board  showed  that 
the  account  was  actually  increased  since  that  time,  and  we 
offered  the  following  resolution  to  efi'ect  at  least  a  small  and 
gradual  leduction: — 

^^ Resolved,  That  a  reduction  of  five  per  cent,  be  made  on  all 
their  paper  offered  hereafter  for  renewal;  and  that  the  cashier 
so  inlorrn  them;  and  that  none  be  made  without  such  reduc- 
tion." 

This  resolution,  notwithstanding  the  moderate  and  gradual 
reduction  contemplated  hy  it;  notwithstanding  the  curtailment 
then  making  in  the  loans  to  the  community  in  general;  not- 
withstanding the  expectations  of  a  diminution  in  this  account, 
repeatedly  held  out;  and  notwithstanding  the  unusual  charac- 
ter and  uncertain  value  of  the  security  for  it — was  rejected,  even 
without  con>;iderafi()n.  We  then  requested,  that  at  least  such 
renewals  as  should  be  made  by  the  committee  on  exchange, 
might  be  reduced  to  this  small  extent — this  also  was  rejected- 
But  the  matter  was  not  allowed  to  rest  here.  Instead  of  the 
notes  being  afterwards  presented  to  the  board  for  renewal,  in 
the  usual  course  of  business,  they  have  been,  in  repeated  in- 
stances, submitted  to  the  committee  on  excliange,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  books  laid  before  the  board,  they  have  been  done  by 
that  committee,  on  days  when  the  board  was  actually  in  ses- 
sion. Nay  more — it  appeared,  by  the  credit  book,  that  a  note 
of  $7,500  was  due  on  the  25th  of  September,  on  the  day  preced- 
ing, being  a  regular  discount  day  of  the  board,  we  requested 
that,  if  offered  for  renewal,  the  note  might  be  then  submitted  to 
the  board.  This  was  rejected;  yet  it  appears  by  the  same  book, 
that  on  the  same  day,  namely,  the  24th  of  September,  the  note 
was  renewed,  we  presume  by  the  committee  on  exchange. 

Shortly  after  the  resolution  referred  to,  placing  us  expressly 
on  a  committee,  one  of  us  was  appointed  on  the  committee  on 
the  offices,  and  another  of  us  on  that  on  the  state  of  the  bank — 
from  that  on  exchange,  by  which  the  powers  of  the  board  have 
been  as  we  have  seen  virtually  assumed,  we  continued  to  be  ex- 
cluded. When  the  committees  were  last  appointed,  we  were 
again  removed  from  them  all. 

The  committee  on  exchange,  we  observed,  was  appointed  by 
the  president  alone,  and  it  was  evident  that,  organized  as  it 
was,  and  assuming  the  power  it  did,  the  directors  became  in  a 
great  degree  useless,  and  the  interests  of  the  institution  and  the 
money  of  the  stockholders,  were  so  far  placed  beyond  their 
control.  Its  formatirn,  too,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  by- 
laws, which  provided  that  the  coipmittee  having  the  business 
of  exchange  under  its  care,  as  well  as  that  attending  daily  at 
the  bank,  "should  be  selected  from  the  board  in  rotation" — a 
just  arrangement,  acted  on  until  within  a  few  years,  and  ena- 
bling all  the  directors  from  time  to  time  to  participate  in  the  ac- 
tion on  matters  which  they  had  all  been  selected  to  superintend. 
Being  satisfied  that  this  arrangement  was  altogether  the  proper 
one,  both  in  regard  to  the  safe  disposal  of  the  funds  of  the  stock- 
holders, and  to  the  legitimate  performances  of  their  duties  by 
the  directors,  we  were  desirous  of  restoring  it  in  practice.  We 
therefore  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Whereas,  it  is  proper  that  the  ordinary  business  of  the  board 
should  not  be  transacted  by  a  smaller  number  of  directors  than 
that  required  by  the  charter,  and  the  business  of  discounts  can 
be  conveniently  transacted,  as  heretofore  it  has  been,  at  the 
meetings  of  the  board: 

"Therefore,  resolved.  That  the  duties  ofthe  committee  on  ex- 
change shall  not  extend  to  the  business  of  discounts — that  the 
committee  on  exchange  shall,  after  the  expiration  ofthe  present 
month,  consist  of  three  directors  residing  in  Philadelphia,  to  be 
selected,  as  prescribed  by  the  existing  by-laws,  monthly,  from 
the  board,  in  rotation,  and  that  the  president  and  cashier  shall 
be  united  with  them." 

These  resolutions  were  at  once  laid  upon  the  (able  by  a  vote 
ofthe  majority,  and  we  could  not  obtain  their  adoption. 

But  this  mode  of  appointment  by  the  president  alone,  and  this 
assumption  of  power  by  the  committee  on  exchange,  were  not 
merely  contrary  to  the  spirit  ofthe  charter  and  the  letter  ofthe 
by-laws.  In  assuming  to  discount  notes  on  days  intervening 
between  the  meetings  of  the  board,  and  not  unfrequently  on 
days  when  it  did  meet,  the  committee  on  exchange  acted  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  two  recorded  decisions  of  the  board,  hy  the 
last  of  which,  no  longer  since  than  in  1830.  on  an  application 
from  the  office  at  Charleston  to  give  these  same  powers  to  a 
committee,  the  inexpediency  of  doing  so  was  declared  in  the 
most  explicit  terms.  When  the  application  was  made,  it  was 
referred  to  the  standing  committee  on  the  offices.  They  report- 
ed against  it  without  hesitation,  and  on  general  principles,  ap- 
plicable to  the  whole  institution.  "The  subject,"  they  say,  "of 
discounts  by  committees  has  frequently  engaged  the  attention 
ofthe  board,  who  have  always  felt  and  expressed  great  repug- 
nance to  such  a  practice,  to  which  in  fact  much  ofthe  losses  of 
the  board  may  be  ascribed.    The  committee  on  the  offices  still 
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entertain  that  opinion,  and  they  tliink  that  the  better  course  to 
be  pursued,  in  regard  to  the  present  suggestion,  is  that  adopted 
on  the  3L<t  of  October,  1823,  on  a  siuiilar  application  from  the 
office  at  Boston.  They  accordingly  recomnnended  the  adoi»tion 
of  the  following  resolution — that  tlie  president  be  n'quested  to 
communicate  to  the  president  of  the  office  at  Charleston,  tiie 
Unwillingness f)f  this  board  loadoptthe  pl;in  of  niakiimdiscouuts 
of  notes  by  a  coiniiiillee,  that  bt'iii:^  the  proper  business  of  ilie 
board  oraatiizet!  as  .-ucii;  but  in  order  to  give  every  proper  fa 
cility  to  business,  the  board  perceives  no  objection  to  more  fre- 
quent and  even  daily  meetings  of  the  board,  whieli  could  lake 
place  for  a  short  time  at  a  particular  hour  of  every  day."  To 
this  correct  decision,  the  reasoning  of  which  appears  to  us  un- 
answerable, made  nearly  ten  years  ago,  and  deliberately  recon- 
sidered and  renewed  six  years  afterwards,  we  referred.  We 
pointed  it  out  still  standing  on  the  minutes,  and  we  asked  that  its 
principles  might  be  adhered  to.  All,  however,  was  without  ef- 
fect. Finally,  that  the  subject  might  be  brought  more  fully  to 
the  consideration  of  the  directors,  we  offered  the  following  re- 
solution: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  casliier  be  instructed  to  lay  before  the 
board,  any  resolution  rescinding  that  passed  on  the  2d  of  Fe 
bruary,  1830,  which  declares  the  inexpediency  of  discounts  being 
done  by  committees;  and  any  resolution  altering  the  rule  of  the 
by-laws  which  directs  the  appointuient  of  the  committee  attend- 
ing at  the  bank,  monthly  in  rotation,  and  which  it  appears  by 
the  minutes,  was  complied  with  up  to  18-28." 

This  resolution  also,  was  at  once  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  vote 
of  the  majority,  and  we  could  not  obtain  its  adoption. 

Our  remonstrances,  however,  were  not  without  effect.  They 
led  to  a  deteiminaiion  on  the  part  of  the  majority  to  give  some 
sanction  to  their  course,  by  adopting  new  rules,  and  abolishing 
those  Ions;  in  existence.  A  new  set  of  by  laws  was  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  actual  practice.  They  were  submitted  to 
the  board  in  the  month  of  April  last.  When  they  were  under 
consideration,  we  requested  "that  the  standinsi  committees 
might  be  appointed  from  the  board  in  rotation" — this  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  president  was  authorised  liimself  to  select  the  two  of 
most  importance,  that  on  the  offices  and  that  on  exchange.  We 
then  requested  that  these  powers  of  the  committee  on  exchange 
♦'might  not  be  extended  to  the  business  of  discounts" — this  too 
was  rejected.  Desirous  that  if  these  powers  were  thus  to  he 
exercised  by  a  committee,  selected  by  the  president,  the  other 
directors  niisfht  at  least  be  regularly  inforuied  of  its  proceedings, 
we  then  requested  that  they  "should  lay  before  the  board,  at 
every  stated  meeting,  a  statement  of  their  proceedings,  which 
should  be  read  before  the  discounts  of  the  day  were  settled" — 
this  too  was  rejected.  Al!  these  being  refused,  we  requested, 
that  among  the  business  of  the  day,  the  board  might  have  sub- 
mitted and  read  to  it,  a  "report  of  the  final  proceedings  of  the 
committee,"  since  the  previous  slated  meeting — this  too  was 
rejected.  In  a  word,  the  system  of  late  years  acted  upon,  was 
formally  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  thfe  board,  it  is  now  a 
portion  of  its  by-laws,  as  before  it  was  of  its  practice. 

In  the  month  of  April,  we  received  a  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  United  Stales,*  calling  our  attention  to  runmrs  which  had 
come  to  him,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and  re- 
quiring us  to  give  him  such  information  in  regard  to  ihern,  as 
was  within  our  knowledge  as  directors.  We  were  all  of  opi- 
nion that  the  course  deliberately  pursued  by  the  majority,  had 
already  rendered  our  services  as  public  agents  nearly  inefficient. 
In  reply  to  his  letter,  therefore,  we  stated  to  him  such  circum- 
stances as  had  been  the  subject  of  discussion  and  action  by  the 
board,  and  we  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  an  official  in- 
vestigation into  its  proceedings.  We  were  convinced  that  such 
interposition  liad  become  necessary,  if  it  was  desirable  that  the 
officers  of  the  government  should  any  longer  participate  in,  or 
be  acquainted  with  the  most  important  acts  of  the  institution. f 

Strengthened  by  the  changes  in  the  by  laws,  to  which  we 
have  referred,  the  committee  on  exchange  has  continued  to  as- 
sume the  most  important  powers  of  the  board,  and  no  control 
whatever  can  be  exercised  either  to  prevetit  or  to  remedy  what 
they  may  choose  to  do.  On  the  16th  of  August,  we  perceived  a 
striking  instance  of  the  extent  of  authority  they  assumed.  We 
observed  that,  a  week  before,  a  single  loan  of  no  less  than 
^100,000  was  made  by  the  committee,  to  one  person,  without 
any  authority  from  the  board — although  it  had  been  in  session 
that  very  day — although  the  proposition  for  the  loan  must  have 
been  made  before  the  meeting  of  the  board,  for  it  was  submitted 
to  the  committee  by  its  chairman  immediately  on  the  adjourn- 
ment—and although  the  board  had,  on  the  same  day,  refused 
good  mercantile  paper.  When  we  nrade  inquiry,  we  ascertain- 
ed that  the  loan  was  not  in  fact  done  for  the  person  whose  name 
was  entered  on  the  books,  but  for  a  bank  of  which  he  was  a  di- 
rector, and  on  account  of  a  large  debt  then  due  from  it  to  the 
bank  of  the  U.  States  the  resiilar  pnymentof  which  was  ihu.= 
postponed.  We  cannot  doubt  that  the  board  would  have  refused 
this  proposal,  had  it  been  submitted  to  them— but  however  that 
might  have  been — the  assumption  of  such  a  power,  exercised  in 
Buch  a  manner,  by  the  committee,  is  not  to  be  sanctioned  unless 
the  other  members  of  the  board  have  become  utterly  useless. 

Another  instance  was  lately  exhibited  of  the  injustice  arising 
from  this  unlimit<;d  and  irrespouKible  power  of  the  committee 
on  exchange.  The  policy  adopted  by  the  board  has  caused  cur- 
tailments in  the  loans  to  the  community  to  a  great  extent. — 
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These  ought  at  least  to  be  general  in  their  operation.  Yet  on  a 
loan  for  a  very  large  sum,  secured  on  stock,  being  ofTered  for 
renewal  on  the  8th  of  November,  all  reduction  was  refused  on 
the  ground  that  it  had  been  originally  made  by  the  committee 
on  exchange,  some  years  before,  for  an  indefinite  period,  and 
that  the  faith  of  the  bank  was  therefore  pledged  for  its  continu- 
ance. These  resolutions — passed  three  years  since,  at  a  lime 
when  there  was  great  abundance  of  money,  "authorised  the 
coMimittee  on  exchange  to  loatt  large  sums  on  approved  collate- 
ral securities."  Assuminj;,  by  virtue  of  these,  a  power  which 
we  believe  the  board  never  intended  to  confer,  they  have  thus 
entered,  it  seems,  into  contracts  which  will  extend  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  ciiarter,  if  not  beyond  it.  These  contracts,  too, 
so  far  as  we  can  learn,  were  not  reduced  to  writing — in  fact  the 
notes  themselves  were  drawn  at  the  usual  short  periods.  It  is 
now  at  least  apparent  that  these  proceedings  were  at  variance 
with  the  true  policy  of  the  institution,  and  that  they  operate 
unequally  on  the  community,  whose  interests  ought  to  be  impar- 
tially consulted. 

Yet,  however  objectionable  may  be  this  disposal  of  funds  and 
exerciseofpower,  without  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the  board, 
it  has  not  been  limited  to  the  committee  on  exchange.  When,  at 
the  end  of  the  month  of  July  last,  the  dividend  committee  met, 
one  of  us,  being  a  member  of  it,  observed  accidentally  amidst 
the  other  accounts,  that  for  the  expense  of  the  institution. — 
Among  the  charges  were  several,  to  a  large  amount,  so  slated 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  understand  the  character  of 
the  expenditure,  but  he  thought  it  such  as  to  render  it  our  duty 
to  institute  an  inquiry,  and  if  necessary,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  board  to  the  subject.  In  this  opinion  we  were  strengthened 
by  a  request,  received  from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  we  should  "state  to  him  all  the  information  and  knowledge 
iir  regard  to  these  accounts  which  we  might  have  acquired  in 
the  discharge  of  our  duty  as  directors."*  We  stated  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  our  wish,  as  directors,  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts in  question,  and  at  his  suL'gestion,  did  so  in  the  room  of 
the  cashier.  We  found  the  accounts  kept  in  such  a  manner, 
that  it  was  altogether  impossible  to  ascertain  from  them  the  par- 
ticulars of  many  large  expenditures.  The  book,  in  which  they 
were  entered,  was  never,  within  our  knowledge,  exhibited  to 
the  board,  and  their  nature  was  probably  unknown  to  most  if 
not  all  the  directors.  They  embraced  especially  under  the  head 
of  stationary  and  printing,  payments,  the  character  of  which 
did  not  appear  in  the  account,  but  which,  when  examined,  were 
found  to  be  for  very  large  disbursements  to  printers  and  pub- 
lishers of  newspapers.  Nor  was  this  all — there  were  charges 
to  a  large  amount,  stated  to  be  for  payments  on  orders  of  the 
president,  and  for  those  there  were  no  vouchers  but  the  orders 
themselves.  The  authority  on  which  those  extraordinary  ex- 
penditures were  alleged  to  be  mode,  was  a  resolution  of  the 
board,  on  the  30ih  of  November,  1830,  authorising  the  presi- 
dent "to  take  such  nreasures  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the 
contents  of  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  published  in  the 
American  Quarterly  Review,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  he 
might  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  bank;"  and  another  on 
the  11th  of  March,  1831,  authorising  him  "to  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared and  circulated  such  documents  and  papers  as  may  com- 
municate to  the  people  infoimation  in  regard  to  the  nature  and 
0[ierations  of  the  bank." 

The  existence  of  these  resolutions  had  been  unknown  to  us, 
and  probably  to  many  other  members  of  the  board;  yet  a  large 
sum  had  been  expended  under  them,  during  the  very  six  months 
justr  clasped — while  ve  were  members  of  the  board,  without  our 
concurrence  or  even  the  slightest  knowledge  on  our  part,  that  such 
expenditures  ii-erc  madp. 

Having  ascertained,  as  r'ar  as  the  manner  of  keeping  this  ac- 
count enabled  us  to  do,  the  extent  to  which  these  expenditures 
had  been  carried,  we  called  the  serious  attention  of  the  board 
to  the  subject  at  the  very  next  meeting.  We  stated  to  them  the 
examination  we  had  made,  and  the  unexpected  result  that  had 
arisen  from  it,  limited  as  it  was.  However  general  the  expres- 
sions of  the  resolutions  might  be,  it  never  could  have  been  con- 
templated by  the  directors,  that  such  enormous  and  unusual  ex- 
penditures should  be  made  for  an  indefinile  period — and,  above 
all,  that  they  should  be  made  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  preclude 
any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  board  of  their  real  nature  and 
extent,  until  hnig  after  they  were  incurred.  Besides  this,  there 
was  nothing,  as  we  conceived,  in  the  words  of  the  resolutions, 
that  justified  the  disbursements  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  to 
the  amount  of  about  twenty  thousand  dollars,  without  exhibit- 
ing receipts  and  accounts  titereot".  Such  a  system  was  entirely 
unauthorised  by  the  stockholders,  and  ought,  we  believed,  to 
be  immediately  discontinued,  by  an  express  direction  of  the 
board,  if  it  was  conceived  that  it  was  allowed  by  the  resolutions 
in  question.  However  much  it  might  destroy  the  rights  of  the 
directors,  to  confer  upon  a  committee  of  exchange,  selected  by 
the  president  the  most  important  powers  of  the  board,  as  we 
saw  lately  done  by  the  alterations  of  the  by- laws — it  seemed  to 
us  infinitely  more  daniierous  to  the  interests  of  the  institution, 
thus  to  allow  the  president  to  expend  their  money  for  an  inde- 
finite time  and  unlimited  amount — and  in  a  manner  which  vir- 
tually excluded  the  board  from  any  knowledge  of  the  object,  and 
the  extant  of  the  disbursements,  if  noi  altogether,  certainly  un- 
til long  after  they  had  been  made.  We  believed,  and  still  be- 
lieve, that  to  permit  such  a  system  to  pass  unnoticed,  would 
have  been  a  gross  dereliction  from  our  duty  as  representative 
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agents— if  sustained,  it  oui;lit  at  least  to  be  sanctioned  by  tiie 
stockliolders  and  tiie  public — not  to  depend  on  the  votes  of  a 
board  of  directors. 

But  it  was  not  only  the  character  of  this  expenditure  to  which 
we  called  the  attention  of  the  board.  Its  amount,  when  the 
avowed  object  yvas  taken  into  consideration,  was,  as  we  be- 
li(;ved,  altogether  excessive.  The  ex|)endilure  during  thc^  last 
six  months  of  the  year  18-29,  under  the  head  of  printing  and  sta- 
tionary, had  been  only  cf.'J,765  .94;  in  the  first  six  months  of  18:J(), 
it  had  been  $'7,131  ii7  and  in  the  last  six  months  of  tlie  same 
year  .fS, 950  2U;  making  a  total  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
of  $17,847  41,  and  an  average  expenditure,  for  each  half  year, 
of  $5,949  13.  'J'he  expenditure  of  the  next  two  years,  under 
the  same  head,  apjjcared  to  be  during 

The  first  half  year  of  1831,  $29,979  92 

Tlie  last  half  year  of  1831,  ■  13,224  87 

'J'he  first  half  year  of  18.(2,  12,134  16 

Tlie  last  half  year  of  1832,  •  26,.543 .72 

making  a  total,  during  the  wiiole  of  that  period,  of  $81,882  67; 
and  an  average  expenditure  for  each  half  year  of  $20,470  66.  It 
was  iin[)ossil)lo  for  us  to  imagine  that  such  an  enormous  difier- 
ence  in  expenditures,  under  a  single  head  of  the  expenses  of  the 
institution,  prolonged  too  throughout  the  years  1831  and  1832, 
could  have  been  eonteinplaled;'i)r  was  to  be  justihed  by  the  re- 
solutions passed,  in  such  vague  t(;rms,  so  long  before.  If  tliey 
were,  it  was  certainly  time  that  disbursements  so  large,  and  for 
purposes  so  unusual,  should  be  brought  more  innuediately  be- 
fore the  board. 

The  next  point  to  which  we  called  the  attention  of  our  col- 
leagues, was  the  entire  impossibifity  that  existed,  of  ascertain- 
ing with  any  certainty,  and  without  great  trouble,  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  expenditures  in  question — either  in  regard  to  the 
persons  to  whom  the  money  was  ultimately  paid,  or  the  amount 
and  nature  of  the  work  actually  done.  So  far  as  regarded  the 
money  expended  by  the  president,  this  was  evidently  the  case, 
for  we  could  discover  no  entik-s  or  vouchers  in  regard  to  it, 
except  general  statements,  that  it  was  expended  on  his  order, 
under  the  resolutions  referred  to.  But  even  where  entries  of 
particular  payments  did  appear,  in  the  book,  they  were  so  short 
and  general  as  to  aflord  no  knowledge  of  those  particurars. — 
The  vouchers,  consisting  of  numerous  bills  and  receipts,  could 
not  be  examined  without  difficulty.  Some  of  the  payments 
were  evidently  made  to  persons  not  engaged  in  printing  or  pub- 
lishing. Among  the  publications,  were  "extras  and  editorial 
articles  of  newspapers,"  "speeches  of  members  of  congress," 
"addresses  to  members  of  the  state  legislaturess,"  "remarks  on 
the  veto" — and  others  which  were  notoriously  of  a  political  cha- 
racter, and  such  as,  we  believe,  neither  the  stockholders  nor 
the  directors,  had  they  previously  known  it,  would  have  desir- 
ed or  directed  to  be  circulated  at  their  expense.  We,  there- 
fore, conceived  it  to  be  a  matter  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  board, 
both  with  regard  to  their  own  conduct  atid  to  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents,  that  the  particulars  of  these  expenditures 
should  be  so  clearly  exhibited,  in  the  accounts  of  tlie  bank,  as 
to  be  susceptible  of  ready  and  full  examination. 

From  the  extensive  authority  we  knew  to  be  assumed,  under 
these  resolutions,  we  were  disposed  to  believe  that  similar  ex- 
penditures might  have  been  made  at  the  offices,  and  that  these 
disbursements,  under  the  head  of  stationary  and  printing,  large 
as  they  were,  might  not  be  all  that  had  been  made;  at  any  rate 
we  believed  the  fact  to  be  one  that  the  board  would  at  least  be 
willing  and  even  desirous  to  ascertain. 

In  conclusion,  we  urged  on  the  board  the  propriety  of  rescind- 
ing resolutions,  under  which  a  power  so  indefinite  and  so  sus- 
ceptible of  being  carried  beyond  the  intentions  of  those  who 
granted  it,  was  claimed  and  exercised.  If  even  right  or  justifi- 
able, the  publications  had  been  now  all  made,  and  if  the  sys- 
tem was  to  be  prolonged,  it  ought  to  be  done  by  the  open  autho- 
rity of  the  stockholders. 

That  our  sentiments  on  these  points  might  be  fully  known — 
that  it  might  be  seen  we  had  explicitly  called  the  attention  of  the 
board  to  them  all— that  it  might  appear  to  the  stockholders  and 
the  public,  that  as  soon  as  this  system  was  discovered,  we  de- 
sired to  have  it  exhibited  to  them  in  its  full  extent  and  in  the 
most  accurate  shape — and  that  we  might  record  our  efforts  to 
suppress  it,  we  offered,  on  the  same  day,  the  16th  of  August, 
the  following  statement  and  resolutions,  so  framing  them,  as  to 
obviate,  we  thought,  every  objection,  and  submit  the  matter,  as 
it  now  stood,  in  the  clearest  light,  for  more  careful  investigation 
and  more  deliberate  action. 

"Whereas  it  appears,  by  the  expense  account  of  tlie  bank  for 
the  years  1831  and  1832,  that  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  dol 
lars  were  expended  and  charged  under  the  head  of  stationary 
and  printing,  during  that  period;  that  a  large  proportion  of  this 
was  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  newspapers  and  periodical  jour- 
nals, and  for  the  printing,  distribution,  and  postage  of  immense 
numbers  of  newspapers  and  pamphlets;  and  that  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  were  expended,  under  the  resolutions  of  30th 
November,  1830,  and  11th  March,  1831,  without  any  account  of 
the  manner  in  which,  or  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  were 
disbursed. 

"And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  that  the  particulars 
of  an  expenditure  so  large  and  unusual,  wliich  can  now  be  as- 
certained only  by  the  examination  of  numerous  bills  and  re- 
ceipts, should  be  so  stated  as  to  be  readily  subijiitted  to  and  exa- 
mined by  the  board  of  directors  and  the  stockholders. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  cashier  furnish  to  the  hoard,  at  as  early 
a  day  as  possible,  a  full  and  particular  statement  of  all  these  ex- 
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penditures,  designating  the  sums  of  money  paid  to  each  person^ 
the  quantity  and  names  of  the  documents  priiilcd  by  hi::;,  and 
his  charges  lor  the  distribution  and  postage  of  the  same;  toge- 
ther with  as  full  a  statement  as  may  be,  ol  the  expendiiurces  om 
orders,  under  the  resolutions  of  3Uih  November,  1830,  and  lith 
March,  1831. 

"That  he  ascertain  whether  expenditure8  of  llie  same  cha- 
racter have  been  made  at  any  ol'  the  offices,  and  if  so,  procure 
similar  statements  thereof,  with  the  authority  on  which  they 
were  made. 

"That  the  said  resolutions  be  rescinded,  and  no  further  ex- 
I)en(litures  he  made  under  the  sauKi." 

Whatever  sentiinciils  might  tiave  been  entertained,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  resolutions  ol  the  30lh  of  November,  1830,  and 
11th  of  March,  1831 — or  of  the  expenditures  made  by  virtue  of 
them — or  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  made — or  ol'  the 
mode  to  which  the  accounts  and  entries  of  them  had  been  pre- 
viously ke[)t,  it  ajipeared  to  us,  and  still  appears,  that  the  reso- 
lutions diieeting  a  full  statement  of  them  to  be  prepared  by  the 
(iroper  olHcer  of  the  bank,  and  an. inquiry  as  to  their  extent, 
ought  to  have  met  with  no  opposition.  We  expected  none,  but 
we  were  disappoiriled.  'I'lie  samo  systematic  determination 
already  so  often  displayed,  was  still  evinced.  Several  of  the 
directors  admitled  their  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  the  reso- 
lutions in  question,  as  well  as  of  tlie  expenditures  under  ihein. 
More  than  half  of  the  pres(;nt  directors  were  not  so  at  the  limes 
they  were  passed.  'I'lic  propriety  of  the  resolutions — or  the 
power  assumed  under  them — or  the  great  excess  of  expenditure 
tiiey  had  led  to — or  their  expediency  or  the  necessity  of  their 
continuance,  might  have  afforded  some  reason  at  least  for  deli- 
beration. Even  the  re(]uest  by  us,  as  tnembers  of  the  board,  for 
the  statements  mentioned  in  our  resolutions,  might  have  been 
sufficient  ground  that  they  should  be  furnished;  or  that  the  ac- 
counts should  be  examined;  or  that  the  subject  itself  should  be 
taken  into  careful  consideration.  It  was  not  so.  Our  resolu- 
tions were  scarcely  read,  when  the  following  substitute  for  them 
was  proposed. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  bo^rd  have  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
integrity  of  the  president,  and  in  the  proprietv  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,and  11th  of  March,  1831,  and  en- 
tertain a  full  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  renewed  attention 
to  the  object  of  those  resolutions — and  that  the  president  be  au- 
thorised and  requested  to  continue  his  exertions,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  that  object." 

We  were  scarcely  prepared  for  a  course  like  this.  Not  only 
was  all  investigation  refused — not  only  was  our  request  for  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  denied — but  on  the  instant,  with- 
out even  calling  for  or  looking  at  the  account  to  which  we  re- 
ferred—without examination  and  without  delay,  a  settled  pur- 
pose was  thus  exhibited  to  continue  and  increase  the  expendi- 
tures— to  conduct  them  in  the  secret  and  irresponsible  way 
heretofore' adopted — and  to  preserve  in  the  accounts' the  same 
obscurity  which  already  existed.  But  the  majority  did  not  rest 
here.  Our  remonstrances  against  a  system  of  i)roceeding, 
adopted  under  resolutions  of  the  board,  believed  by  us  to  be  un- 
wise and  illegal,  was  encountered  by  a  reference  to  the  person- 
al character  and  motives  of  the  president  of  the  Institution, 
which  had  nevef  been  drawn  into  discussion.  Our  resolutions 
had  not  called  them  in  question.  We  had  demanded  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  official  transactions  of  a  public  institution,  of 
which  we  were  officers;  we  had  remonstrated  against  them  as 
unauthoiised  by  the  charter  and  wrong  in  themselves;  and  we 
had  endeavored  to  prevent  their  continuance.  Was  it  an  an- 
swer, to  speak  of  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  its  chief  officer, 
to  which  we  had  not  alluded? 

Thus  denied  the  statements  we  had  asked  for,  in  regard  to 
the  general  expenditures  referred  to,  we  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  limiting  our  request  to  those  for  which  we  could 
discover  no  vouchers  whatever,  and  to  any  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings under  the  original  resolutions  of  the  board. 

'^Resolved,  That  while  this  board  repose  entire  confidence  in 
the  integrity  of  the  president,  they  respectfully  request  him  to 
cause  the  particulars  of  the  expenditures,  made  under  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  and  11th  of  March,  1831, 
to  be  so  stated,  that  the  same  may  be  readily  submitted  to  and 
examined  by  the  board  of  directors  and  the  stockholders. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  rescinded,  aiid  no 
further  expenditures  made  under  the  same." 

These,  like  our  previous  resolutions,  were  promptly  rejected; 
tlie  substitute  was  passed  by  the  votes  of  all  present,  except 
ourselves  and  one  other  member  of  the  board;  the  system  wa.s 
resolutely  adhered  to,  in  defiance  of  our  remonstrances;  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  prepared  by  the  proper  officer,  and 
asked  for  by  us,  was  deliberately  refused;  and  we  were  left  to 
gather  what  knovvledge  of  them  we  could,  from  the  pa/tial  and 
imperfect  examination  which,  as  directors,  we  were  able  to 
inake.^ 

After  tliis  course  by  the  majority  of  the  board,  we  had  no  he- 
sitation as  to  our  duty.  We  had  brought  the  subject  fully  be- 
fore them— it  lias  been  seen  in  what  manner  they  treated  it. 
We  had  required  that  full  and  exact  statements  relative  to  it,  ' 
should  be  prepared  by  their  own  officers,  under  their  own  ex- 
press authority — it  has  been  seen  this  was  promptly  denied. 
We  determined  at  once  to  report  to  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  result  of  what  we  had  discovered,  imperfect  as  the 
course  of  the  board  rendered  our  knowledire,  and  to  advise  him 
of  the  necesfcity  there  was  of  an  investigation,  by  an  agent  duly 
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authorised,  into  proceedings  which,  as  public  representatives, 
we  held  to  be  flagrantly  wrong,  and  wliich  we  should  have 
been  faithless  to  our  trust,  if  we  had  consented  to  assist  in  con- 
cealing.* 

But  it  was  not  only  in  the  improper  disposal  of  the  funds — or 
eren  in  the  unlimited  authority  given  to  the  committee  on  ex- 
change, that  the  systematic  determination  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  institution,  without  admitting  even  a  reasonable  partici- 
pation in  them  by  the  public  directors,  was  evinced.  It  has 
been  exhibited  on  various,  indeed  on  all  possible  occasions.  It 
was  strikingly  displayed  when  the  important  subject  of  com- 
mencing a  gradual  reduction  in  the  business  of  the  bank,  came 
before  the  board.  In  May,  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  in- 
structing a  committee  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing a  gradual  reduction  in  the  accommodation  paper  of  the 
bank,  and  to  report  to  the  board  a  scale  on  which  such  reduc 
lion  should  be  made."  We  had  been  constantly  looking  for  a 
report,  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  with  such  views  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  curtailing  the  business  of  the  institution,  as 
the  necessary  inquiries  of  the  committee  would  enable  them  to 
make;  but  on  the  13th  of  August,  the  following  resolutions 
were  presented  by  one  of  the  directors,  with  a  request  that  they 
might  bto  immediately  acte'd  on. 

'■'■Resolved,  That  for  the  present,  and  until  the  further  order 
of  the  board,  the  amount  of  bills  discounted  shall  not  be  in- 
creased at  the  bank  and  the  several  offices.  That  the  bills  of 
exchange  purchased  at  the  bank,  and  all  the  offices,  except  the 
five  western  offices,  shall  not  have  more  than  ninety  days  to 
run.  That  the  five  western  offices  be  instructed  to  purchase 
no  bills  of  exchange,  except  those  payable  in  the  Atlantic  cities, 
not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run — or  those  which  may 
be  received  in  payment  of  existing  debts  to  the  bank  and  the 
offices,  and  then  not  having  more  than  four  months  to  run." 

We  perceived  at  once,  in  this  meannre,  the  coitimeneement 
of  a  system  of  reduction,  in  conducting  which  wisely  and  im 
partially,  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community  was  involved. 
No  notice  of  these  resolutions  had  been  given,  and  therefore, 
while  we  concurred,  as  we  stat«d,  in  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  business  of  the  institution,  we  required 
that  the  plan  should  be  carefully  weighed,  so  as  to  bear  equally 
on  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  on  all  debtors  to  the  bank.  We 
desired  also  to  have  the  result  of  the  views  and  enquiries  of  the 
committee  already  appointed.  With  these  objects,  we  asked 
that  the  resolutions  might  be  postponed  for  one  week,  or  even 
until  the  next  meeting,  it  being  understood  that  the  subject 
should  be  then  definitely  acted  upon.  Our  request  was  refus- 
ed. The  resolutions  were  passed  at  once,  and,  as  usual,  by 
the  vote  of  all  present  except  one  other  director  and  ourselves. 
Believing  that  this  measure  was  not  only  precipitate,  but  par- 
tial, and  that  it  would  lead  to  curtailments  unequal  and  oppres- 
sive; and  entertaining  the  opihion  that  a  system  might  easily  be 
formed,  on  a  just  basis,  we  offered  the  following  resolutions: 
"Whereas  a  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  7th  of  May  last,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank  to  report  to 
the  board  a  scale  of  reduction  in  the  business  of  the  institution, 
and  no  report  ha»  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof — and  where- 
as, a  resolution,  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  which  places  cer- 
tain restrictions  on  the  busiI^ess  of  the  i£islituJ,ion,  confines  the 
same  to  five  of  the  western  offices, 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee,  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  board,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  a 
system  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  institu- 
tion, throughout  all  sections  of  the  country,  having  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders,  the  debtors  of  the  bank,  and 
the  community  in  general." 

This  plan,  which  would  have  prevented  on  oppressive  and 
partial  system  of  curtailment^  confined  to  particular  portions  of 
the  country,  and  exerted  at  particular  times — which   would 
liave  given   to  the   subject  full   and    fair    consideration — and 
which,  above  all,  would   have  enabled  every  member  of  the 
board  to  exercise  his  deliberate  judgment,  was,  as  usual,  re- 
jected.    Nor  was  this  all;  when  we  offered  the  resolution,  tem- 
perately expressed  as  it  is,  the  president  himself  asked  the 
question  of  consideration  upon  it,  though  no  motion  to  tbat 
effect  had  been  made — a  course  never  before  adopted  in  the 
board,  nor  sanctioned  by  the  by-laws,  and  evidently  introduced 
to  cgrtail  more  effectually,  if  possible,  the  very  limited  interfe- 
rence in  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  which   was  still  allow(!d 
to  the  public  directors.     On  this  suggestion  of  the  presidttnt,  the 
majority  refused  even  to  consider  our  resolution,  by  the  vote  of 
all  present  except  one  director  and  ourselves. f     This  plan  was 
persisted  in,  and  subseqnently  carried  still  further.     A  series  of 
resolutions  were  adopted,  for  reducing  the  business  of  the  in- 
stitution,  and  authority  was   given    to  the   committee  on  the 
offices,  which  is  appointed  by  the  -president  alone,  to  modify  thctn 
in  such  manner  as  they  should  deem  expedient;  and  eventually 
that  committee  was  authorised  to  direct  such  measures,  for  the 
general  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  as  they  should 
think  best.    We  ofiered  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
giving  to  a  committee  this  extraordinary  power,  a  request  tiiat 
"they  should  report  to  the  board,  such  measures  as  they  dirtot- 
■     ed."     Thisrcquestxvasrcjectcdby  the  usnal  vote.     It  is,  of  course, 
impossible  for  us  to  know  by  what  principles  of  policy  the  con>- 
mittce  have  been  governed.     Its  proceedings  are  secret,  and  we 
can  only  ascertain,  at  intervale,  some  ol  the  results  to  which 
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they  lead.  W^e  attribute  to  them  the  excessive  curtailment  in 
the  business  of  the  inftilulion,  which  has  lately  bet;n  so  sud- 
den and  oppressive;  and  which  was  not  necessary  either  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried,  or  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  made  to  bear  on  the  community.  With  these  senti- 
ments, and  in  the  hope  tliat  the  board  itself  iliight  be  induced, 
at  a  time  like  this,  to  interpose  iuid  to  exercise  for  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  some  portion  at  least  of  that  unlimited  pow- 
er it  had  intrusted  to  the  committee,  we  lately  offered  the  fol- 
I  lowing  resolutions. 

"Whereas  the  pressure  on  the  commercial  community  at 
this  lime,  may  be  removed  by  a  liberal  spirit  of  accommodation 
on  the  part  of  the  banks  generally — and  whereas  the  state 
banks  complain  that  in  consequence  of  the  balances  being 
largely  in  favor  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  they  are  una- 
ble to  afford  the  necessary  facilities  to  their  customers  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  iticreased  demands  from  this  bank — 
and  whereas  it  is  believed,  that  were  the  banks  in  this  district, 
to  extend  their  loans  twenty  per  cent,  beyond  the  income,  for  a 
period  of  thirty  days,  it  v.'ould  relieve  the  money  market,  re- 
store confidence,  and  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  citizens — therefore, 

^'■Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  con- 
fer with  similar  committees  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 
banks,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  some  arrangement  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  foregoing  preamble;  and  that  the 
cashier  be  requested  to  send  copies  of  the  above  to  the  presi- 
dents and  directors  of  the  other  banks,  with  a  request  that  their 
determination  on  the  subject  may  be  communicated  as  early  as 
practicable." 

These  resolutions,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to 
produce  a  concert  of  action  among  the  banks,  for  the  relief  of 
the  mercantile  community,  at  a  period  of  difficulty,  and  to  dis- 
play on  the  part  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  n  determina- 
tion to  afford  it,  which  could  not  have  been  unsuccessful — the 
board  refused  even  to  consider— they  were  rejected  in  the  usual 
summary  manner,  and  the  whole  suliject  remains  as  before,  in 
the  power  of  the  committee  on  the  offices. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  while  the  unlimited  authority  ofthe 
president  to  expend  the  funds  of  the  bank  had  been  deliberately 
confirmed — and  while  the  commiliee  on  exchange,  selected 
and  appointed  by  him,  had  been  officially  pemutled  to  discount 
notes  and  carry  on  the  proper  business  of  the  board — now,  in 
addition  to  all  this,  the  measures  of  the  institution  in  the  regu- 
lation of  its  vast  business,  at  this  most  important  crisis,  were 
intrusted  to  the  conimitlee  on  the  offices,  also  selected  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  accompanied  by  an  explicit  refusal  to 
require  them  to  report  any  of  their  acts  to  the  board. 

It  might  be  supposed,  that  the  systematic  operations  of  the 
majority,  pursued  as  we  have  seen,  for  nine  months  were  now 
complete.  Not  so.  Certain  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the 
1st  October,  indicating  the  course  of  policy  to  be  pursued,  whi(  h 
appearto  us  in  many  respects  of  a  character,  that  rendered  it  pro- 
per they  should  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
We  accordingly  requested  from  tlie  president  ofthe  bank,  a 
copy  of  them  for  that,  purpose.  This  was  not  given  to  us,  but 
we  were  informed  that  our  request  would  be  laid  before  the 
board,  which  was  afterwards  done.  It  was  there  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  they  reported  a  resolu- 
tion refusing  the  request.  Accompanying  it  were  the  reasons 
on  which  the  refusal  was  founded,  indicating  a  stron2  spirit  of 
hostility  to  the  treasury  department,  and  a  determination  to  re- 
fuse all  informal  ion  that  could  be  avoided.  This  resolution  was 
passed.  Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  board,  and 
when  most,  if  not  all  the  directors  who  had  been  at  the  meeting, 
were  still  present,  one  of  us  requested  to  look  at  the  report  just 
read,  havinc,  from  the  single  reading,  an  imperfect  notion  of  its 
contents.  This  request  was  refused,  unless  previously  sanc- 
tioned by  a  regular  order  of  the  board,  and  an  effort  was  thus 
made  to  deprive  us  of  any  certain  knowledue,  even  ot'what 
took  place  at  the  meetings  of  the  board,  limited  as  this  had  now 
become.* 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  trace,  as  well  as  wo  can,  the 
course  of  policy  adopted  by  the  bank,  towards  the  public  direc- 
tors. Excluded,  as  it  i.s  seen,  we  have  been  and  still  are,  not 
merely  from  any  participation  in  the  measures  of  the  board,  but 
even  from  the  examination  of  its  documents,  we  have  been  able 
only  to  state  some  of  the  prominent  instances  of  unjustifialda 
infring(^mcnt  on  oin-  lislits.  A  full  and  proper  investigation 
would  at  once  auiiineni  their  number  and  display  their  impro- 
priety in  a  light  still  more  glaring.  Yet,  as  it  is,  we  confidently 
appeal  to  the  exposition  we  have  made,  to  sustain  us  in  our  as- 
sertion, that  from  the  moment  we  took  our  seals  at  the  board,  a 
systematic  policy  has  been  pursued,  of  so  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  institution,  as  to  exclude  the  directors  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  from  a  participation  in,  or  knowledge 
of  its  most  important  transactions. 

Nor  was  it  in  regard  to  the  public  directors  alone,  that  the 
management  of  this  institution  presented  serious  causes  of  ob- 
jection. The  whole  system  is  one  which  is  calculated  to  ex- 
clude the  board  of  directors  from  a  proper  knowledge  of  its 
situation,  of  the  conduct  of  its  officers,  and  of  its  policy  as  a 
great  financial  and  commercial  institution.  The  plan  of  trans- 
acting much  of  the  business  in  secret  conmiiiiees,  has  already 
been  reO-rred  to,  in  many  remarkable  instances,  but,  so  far  as 
our  limited  e.\p<!rience  on  some  of  the  committees  has  enabled 
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us  to  judge,  vory  many  objects  which  ong'nt  to  be  siilmiitted  to 
the  iii5p('(!tion  and  (ippiobnlion  of  the  directors,  never  come 
even  belbje  the  stiindinj^coniuiitKMis,  much  hiss  before  tlie  board. 

It  is  well  known,  as  indeed  must  be  tiie  case,  iliat  the  ex- 
penses of  the  bank  are  very  jjreat — they  are  extended  to  various 
ol)jects — they  embrace  large  disbursements  to  individuals — yet 
during  a  year  in  which  we  have  been  sealed  at  the  board,  we 
scarcely  recollect  a  single  instance  where  an  ac^count  has  been 
submitted  for  our  inspection.  The  particulars  oC  the  aggregate 
expenditure  are  never  at  any  time  laid  bi^lore  tlu;  board.  'J'liey 
are  at  most  made  np  in  an  account,  which  at  the  end  of  cix 
months,  is  snl)mitted  to  tiie  iieces^arily  limited  examination  of 
the  <lividend  committee,  instead  of  being  passid  upon  liy  the  di- 
rectors, as  they  occur.  However  great  may  be  the  confidence 
wliich  is  to  be  plac<;d  in  the  officers  of  the  institution,  under 
whose  care  these  expenditures  are  made — it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, that  the  practice  is  injudicious,  vvltich  does  not  require  the 
judgment  of  the  board  to  be  taken  upon  them  before  they  arc 
made,  involving  as  they  do  very  large  sums,  and  applied  as  they 
may  be,  to  objects  in  regard  to  which  the  opinions  of  the  direc- 
tors may  greatly  vary.  We  are  aware  of  no  duty  more  impe- 
lativethan  this;  and  we  do  not  think  that  eitlier  the  variety  and 
number  of  the  disbursements,  or  the  fidelity  of  the  officers  mak- 
ina  them,  ought  to  authorise  a  deviation  from  it. 

The  correspendence  that  must  pass  between  the  bank  and  its 
offices,  cannot  but  be  extensive  and  important.  Letters  are 
occasionally  read  from  the  presidents  and  casliiers  of  the 
branches,  but  they  appear  to  be  nierely  the  reports  which  are 
made  at  stated  periods.  Those  which  are  written  from  the 
bank,  and  which  of  course  contain  directions  affecting  its  whole 
operations,  are  never  submitted  to  the  board  either  before  or 
after  they  are  sent.  Indeed,  it  is  notorious,  that  the  directors 
of  the  bank  frequently  hear  of  the  operations  of  the  distant  of- 
fices, done,  as  is  believed,  under  instructions  emanating  from 
it,  through  public  rumors  or  information  from  those  places,  be- 
fore any  is  communicated  to  them  at  the  board.  It  is  not  in  the 
recollection  of  either  of  us,  t)iat  the  instructions' at  any  time 
given  by  the  president  to  the  offices,  during  the  last  year,  have 
ever  been  submitted  to  the  board. 

The  same  remark  maybe  made  in  regard  to  the  foreign  cor- 
respondence of  the  bank,  which,  judging  from  the  large  amount 
of  funds  the  bank  has  occasionally  abroad,  and  its  numerous 
transactions  there  we  presume  to  beat  least  frequent  and  im- 
portant. Its  very  existence  is  scarcely  known  to  us.  On  a 
specific  call  in  March  last,  a  few  letters  then  lately  received  from 
Messrs.  Barings  were  laid  before  the  board;  and  subsequently, 
one  or  two  from  Messrs.  Hottinguers,  relative  to  the  draught  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  French  government,  were 
read  to  us.  But  the  great  body  of  correspondence  is  never  seen, 
on  the  table,  or  in  the  room,  where  the  board  meets.  Especially 
the  letter  books  containing  the  various,  instructions  and  orders 
from  the  institution,  as  given  by  the  president,  are  never  sub- 
mitted for  their  inspection.  If  these  documents  even  could  be 
inspected  by  the  public  directors  without  an  express  order  of 
the  board,  or  without  liability  to  refusal  from  the  officer  having 
them  in  charge,  it  must  yet  be  evident  that  such  an  inspection 
is  altogether  limited  in  its  nature,  and  insufficient  to  keep  the 
directors  properly  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  institution. 
That  can  only  be  done  by  the  acts  of  the  president  and  commit- 
tees, which  are  transacted  in  their  name  or  on  their  behalf,  be- 
ing regularly  submitted  to  thern — being  presented  for  their  in- 
spection at  their  stated  meetings — and  not  by  keeping  them  sup- 
pressed, to  be  produced  only  on  repeated  and  specific  demands. 

In  a  word,  from  the  moment  we  took  our  seats  at  the  board, 
we  have  seen  that  the  real  business  of  the  institution  is  not 
there  transacted,  nor  its  real  authority  there  exercised — that 
there  exists  beyond  its  control,  a  power  that  can  be  and  is  ex- 
erted, promptly,  secretly  and  efficiently,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other — that  the  just  instrumentality  of  the  direc- 
tors has  been  curtailed,  either  by  the  mode  of  operation  gradual- 
ly introduced,  or  by  positive  regulations  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribed— and  that  their  duties  must  be  inadequately  performed, 
if  they  are  willing  to  remain  passive  instruments  under  such  a 
eystem,  instead  of  asserting  their  rights  as  representative  agents 
charged  with  an  important  and  highly  responsible  trust.  We 
have  not  now  to  learn  in  what  light  such  an  assertion  of  inde- 
pendence is  regarded — the  facts  we  have  stated  evince  it  clearly 
enough.  We  have  not  now  to  learn  the  manner  in  which  it 
will  be  met — the  statement  of  the  majority  that  calls  forth 
this  memorial,  shows  the  means  that  will  be  resorted  to.  These 
may  deter  others  from  the  exercise  of  an  independent  judgment 
and  honest  opposition — they  do  not  and  they  shall  not  deter  us 
from  the  conscientious  perfbrmance  of  that  duty  which,  by  the 
charter,  we  were  appointed  to  perform. 

But  what  is  this  elaborate  statement  of  the  majority.-'    We 
•  confidently  declare  that  it  removes  no  real  objection,  contro- 
verts no  important  charge. 

Is  it  denied  that  we  have  been  excluded  from  the  standing 
committees.'  Is  it  denied  that  two  of  those  committees  are  se- 
lected by  the  president  alone.'  Is  it  denied  that  they  have  as- 
sumed the  functions  of  the  directors?  Is  it  denied  thnt  they 
have  done  this  contrary  to  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  board.' 
Is  it  denied  that  they  have  loaned  money  contrary  to  tlje  by- 
laws, and  on  doubtful  and  unusual  security.'  Is  it  denir-d  that  they 
have  done  it  on  days  and  under  circumstances  when  the  board 
miiht  have  acted,  had  it  been  brought  before  them.'  Is  ft,  de 
nied  that  they  are  not  required  to  report  in  writing  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  board.'    Is  it  denied  that  the  bylaws  have  been 


altered.'  Is  it  denied  that  the  president  is  allowed  unlimited 
control  over  the  funds  of  the  bank,  by  virtue  of  the  resolntiono 
of  November,  16u0,and  March,  l«;jl.''  Is  it  denied  that  tl)e?e 
resolutions  exist.'  is  it  denied  that  large  sums  of  money  wero 
expended  umler  them.'  Is  it  denied  that  the  resolution  of  the  16ih 
ol' August,  1&'3'J,  passed  against  our  solemn  remonstrances,  con- 
tinued and  extended  this  power.'  Is  it  denied  that  there  is  no 
proper  vouchers  for  a  large  portion  of  this  expenditure.'  la  it 
denied  that  much  of  the  chief  business  is  done  through  com- 
mittees selected  by  the  ptesident.'  Is  it  denied  that  unusual 
modes  have  be(;n  adopted,  to  suppress  our  interference,  and  de- 
prive us  of  a  just  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution? 
We  have  read  this  statement  of  the  majority,  and  we  look  in 
vain  lor  a  denial  of  any  one  of  these  things.  They  cannot  be 
denied.  They  are  proved  by  the  records  of  tin;  insiitnlion,  to 
which  ^e  confidently  appeal  to  sustain  us  in  the  assertions  wa 
have  made. 

How  have  we  been  met.'  By  impairing  our  rights — misrepre* 
senting  our  statements — giving  partial  views  of  facts. 

The  first  step  is  to  deny  the  right  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  to  require,  and  consequently  of  the  public  directors  to 
make  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board.  If  we  regard 
truly  the  nature  of  our  office— if  we  have  properly  understood 
the  intentions  of  the  American  people  in  creating  it — then  should 
we  have  been  wanting  in  every  principle  of  duty  had  we  ne- 
glected to  report  to  the  chief  executive  magistrate,  the  proceed- 
ings we  have  detailed.  Silenced  l>y  an  organisrd  mnjority;  our 
rights  invaded;  as  we  believe,  the  public  welfare  endangered; 
our  eflforts  to  prevent  it,  and  our  remonstrances  against  it  equally 
disregarded — it  would  doubtless  have  been  more  consistent  wiih 
the  views  of  the  majority  that  we  should  have  continued  to  sit 
tamely  by,  and  give  them,  by  opr  silence,  indirectly,  that  aid  they 
could  not  obtain  openly  by  our  votes.  But  this  would  have 
been  on  our  part  a  desertion  of  our  trust,  and  unpardonable  ne- 
glect to  perform  the  very  duty  expected  of  the  public  directors, 
in  such  an  emergency,  by  those  by  whom  the  charter  of  the 
bank  was  made.  We  are  content  to  submit  our  conduct  in 
this  to  the  judgment  of  the  American  people. 

We  are  next  accused  of  want  of  candor,  in  not  informing 
the  majority  that  we  had  received  a  letter  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  we  should  report  their  proceedings 
to  him — we  are  accused  of  secretly  obtaining  the  information 
thus  communicated.  Shall  we  ask  with  wiiat  propriety  such  a 
charge  is  made  by  those  whose  whole  course,  as  we  have  exhi- 
bited it,  has  been  marked  by  want  of  candor  and  of  openness  of 
conduct.'  Whose  by-laws  have  been  altered  to  shroud  their  pro- 
ceedings in  greater  secrecy,  and  conceal  them  efTectually  from 
us.'  Wlio  permit  large  sums  of  the  public  money  and  the  money 
of  the  stockholders  to  be  expended  without  the  production  of 
vouchers.'  Whose  whole  system  is  one  authorising  the  exercise 
of  irresponsible  power.'  Who  have  refused,  when  called  on,  to 
render  any  particular  statements  of  accounts  notoriously  vague 
— to  furnish  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  copies  ofdocuments 
affecting  the  interest  of  the  whole  community — to  admit  the 
public  directors  into  their  secret  councils — or  to  allow  them  an 
opportunity  to  examine,  before  publication,  their  own  elaborated 
statements?  From  such  a  majority,  such  a  charge  comes  indeed 
with  little  propriety.  But  we  are  aware  of  no  right  or  claim 
they  had  to  the  letters  addressed  to  the  public  directors  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  reports  made  to  him; 
nor  did  we  feel  ourselves  at  liberty  to  communicate  the  one,  or 
called  upon  tosubmit  the  other.  It  would, indeed,  be  justgiound 
of  censure  against  us,  if  under  the  authority  of  the  one  or  in  exe- 
cuting the  other,  we  had  obtained  information  without  am- 
ple notice  to  the  majority,  or  communicated  it  without  abundant 
opportunity  allowed  them  to  know,  investigate,  and  repel  it  for 
themselves.  If  they  do  not  venture  directly  to  assert  thai  wa 
did  so,  they  attempt  to  insinuate  it.  On  our  parts,  we  explicit- 
ly deny  it.  We  deny  the  truth  of  any  allegation,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, which  implies  want  of  candor — or  any  neglect  of  full  infor- 
mation given  to  them  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  objections — 
or  any  want  of  the  most  ample  opportunity  previously  offered 
to  examine,  and,  had  it  been  possible,  refute  the  charges  we 
made.  This  we  deny  and  appeal  to  the  records  of  the  bank  to 
sustain  us  in  the  denial.  Our  examination  of  the  expense  ac- 
count was  made,  alter  a  formal  demand  by  us  all,  in  person,  to 
the  president.  W^e  demanded  it  as  our  right  as  directors  of  the 
bank.  W^e  proposed  to  make  it  in  the  public  room  of  the  direc- 
tors. We  did  if  in  that  of  the  cashier,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
president.  After  we  had  done  so,  we  brought  the  whole  sub- 
ject formally  before  the  board.  Our  resolutions  on  the  minutes, 
show  how  fully  we  introduced  it  to  their  notice.  We  asked  of 
them,  by  those  resolutions,  an  explanation  by  their  own  officer, 
and  under  their  own  direction.  We  did  this  on  the  \6th  Au- 
gust. The  majority  felt  itself  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
whole  matter,  to  express  a  deliberate  opinion  upon  it  by  their 
resolution  confirming  all  they  had  done.  They  refused  to  have 
a  statement  prepared  under  their  own  direction,  although  we 
informed  them  of  the  vagueness  of  the  account.  In  a  word,  it 
was  evident,  they  would  neither  aid  in  changing  the  system 
against  which  we  remonstrated,  nor  in  affordins  a  true  account 
of  what  had  been  done  under  it.  It  was  on  the  \9th  day  of  Jlu- 
oust — after  we  had  thus  given  them  ample  notice — after  they  had 
refused  to  aid  us,  give  us  their  own  statement,"or  enter  into  any 
investigation  themselves,  that  we'^reported  to  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  tlie  United  States,  all  that  they  would  allow  us  to  as- 
certain. Yet  with  all  these  circumstances  well  known  to  them, 
they  carefully  suppress  in  their  statement  every  allusion  to 
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their  existence,  and  endeavor  to  convey  the  idea  that  they  ne- 
ver knew  of  our  cliarges,  or  had  an  opportunity  to  repel  them, 
until  they  read  them  in  the  newspapers.  Nay,  more.  With 
these  facts  palpably  brouglit  to  tiieir  notice — with  these  dates 
apparent  on  their  own  records  and  on  our  report,  they  have  the 
holdness  to  assert  or  insinuate  that  our  investigalioiis  were  se- 
crcilv  madf;,  and  to  pretend  that  in  these  discldsnres  tlioy  were 
taken  by  surprise.  In  what  language  shall  we  characterize 
misrepresentation  sogro.-s  as  this?  Have  we  stated  any  thing  of 
wliicli  tliey  had  nut  ainiile  notice?  VVc  defy  the  production  of 
it.  Have  they  been  put  upon  trial,  as  they  say,  without  any 
chances  of  knowing  or  answering  the  charges  made  against 
them?  Their  own  minutes  prove  exactly  the  reverse.  But  no! 
We  are  not,  none  caa  be  at  a  loss  to  divine  the  reasons  for  such 
an  accusation  against  us  in  the  face  of  evidence  so  glaring.  It 
is  to  remove  the  real  ground  of  charge.  It  is  to  evade  by  an  un 
founded  nttack  upon  tiie  public  directors,  an  explanation  of 
their  own  unwarranted  proceedings.  It  is  to  insinuate,  that  as 
members  of  the  board  we  iinproperly  discharged  our  duty — when 
the  true  cause  of  dissatisfaction  is,  that  we  have  examined, 
.censure,  and  exposed  abuses  they  had  hoped  to  conceal.  But 
is  this  all?  What  is  their  own  course  in  this  very  matter,  select- 
ed as  the  object  of  attack  on  us?  They  deny  to  directors  of  the 
board,  the  right  to  examine  its  documents  and  report  its  pro- 
ceedings to  the  president  of  the  United  Stales — and  yet  it  is  no- 
torious, that  the  editors  of  newspapers  under  their  patronage, 
ot)tain  a«>u  puolii^li,  with  no  permission  of  the  board  known  to 
us,  facts  in  regard  to  its  proceedings,  accounts,  and  expendi- 
tures, which  they  admit  have  been  obtained  by  "information 
in  and  out  of  the  bank,"  and  by  an  inspection  of  the  documents 
it  possesses.  The  irresponsible  publication,  by  an  editor  of  a 
newspaper,  of  facts  favorable  to  the  views  of  the  majority,  con- 
tnining  statements  obtained  froni  the  bank  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  public  directors,  involves  no  impropriety — the  re- 
responsible  report  of  tho^e  directors  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  of  proceedings  and  expenditures  which  have 
been  brought  distinctly  to  Uie  notice  of  the  board,  is  an  act  high- 
ly culpable,  uncandid,  and  unjust! 

But  the  majority  have  feU  this  was  not  sufficient  to  excuse 
themselves  before  the  American  people.  They  knew  that  if  the 
facts  we  stated  were  true,  public  opinion  was  not  thus  to  be 
ied  away  froia  them^  They  have  therefore  attempted  to  point 
out  errors  in  the  report  we  have  made.  If  the  errors  they  thus 
■pretend  to  discover  did  in  reality  exist — they  are  in  themselves 
either  the  result  of  their  own  course,  or  they  are  too  trifling  to 
jTiislead  those,  whom  it  is  desirable  to  turn  aside  from  the  real 
facts  we  have  ventured  to  expose. 

What  are  the  errors  it  is  asserted  we  have  made,  in  our  re- 
port to  the  president  of  the  United  States?  The  first  is  that  we 
)iave  stated  that  the  expenditures,  under  the  head  of  printing 
an-d  stsitionary,  were  discovered  by  us,  when,  in  fact,  as  the  ma- 
jority would  have  it  believed  they  had  never  been  concealed — 
when  they  were  regularly  entered  in  the  books  of  the  bank. 
We  repeat  that  they  were  discovered  by  us — that  they  were 
unknown  to  us — that  they  were  incurred  to  the  extent  of  seve- 
ral thousand  dollars,  while  we  were  actually  members  of  the 
;board,  and  never  stated  to  it  when  they  were  incurred — that 
several  directors  besides  ourselves  expressed  their  ignorance  of 
ihem,  though  they  had  held  their  seats  seven  months,  until  we 
made  them  known — that  the  book  in  which  they  were  entered 
was  never  laid  before  the  board — that  the  accounts  themselves 
were  never  exhibited  at  the  board,  either  before,  when,  or  after 
they  were  paid.  Is  it  an  answer  to  ail  this  to  gay,  that  they 
were  recorded  in  a  book  of  whose  existence  we  were  ignorant 
. — that  these  proceedings  and  expenditures  were  neither  secret 
nor  concealed,  because,  on  inquiry,  we  could  find  an  account 
^n  which  they  were  entered?  If  we  could  demand  from  the  ma 
Jority  a  candid  avowal,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  ask  several  of 
them,  whether  these  ^expenditures  were  not,  in  truth,  utterly 
unknown  to  them,  until  brought  to  their  notice  by  us? 

We  are  next  accused  of  error  in  stating  that  these  accounts 
were  vaguely  kept,  and  that  the  particulars  are  not  sufficiently 
staled — ^^and  it  is  alleged  that  the  entries  contain  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  whom  payments  were  made,  the  amounts  and 
|-eferences  to  the  vouchers.  Is  this  the  manner  in  which  such 
accounts  should  be  kept?  We  stated  to  the  board,  and  we  re- 
peat now,  that  it  is  not.  We  stated  to  the  board  then,  that  they 
oaght  to  exhibit  the  sums  of  money  paid  to  each  person,  the 
jquantity  and  names  of  the  documents  printed  by  him,  the 
charges  for  the  distribution  and  postage  for  the  same.  We  re- 
peat it  now,  and  we  assert,  that  without  this,  the  accounts  are 
not  kept  as  they  should  be.  But  we  go  further — we  deny  that 
the  account  does  exhibit  the  names  of  all  the  persons  to  whom 
the  payments  were  really  made.  It  is  notorious,  that,  in  some 
instances,  the  persons  receiving  the  money,  and  whose  names 
are  entered  in  the  book,  are  not  persons  engaged  in  printing  or 
publishing.  Can  they  then  properly  be  called  the  persons  to 
?vhom  these  payments  were  mnde?  It  is  admitted  too,  that  a 
^arge  sum  was  expended  under  the  orders  of  the  president — 
where  are  the  entries  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  piiyments  un- 
ider  them  were  made?  Have  we  then  been  guilty  of  error,  in 
stating  that  these  accounts  were  not  kept  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  be  ■''readily  submitted  to,  and  examined  by  the  board  of  di 
rectors,  and  the  stockholder.'?"  Which  is  the  real  object  of  just 
censure.'' — the  "spiritin  which  our  inquiry  was  mnde."  or  the 
deceptive  and  di^riiigcnuous  manner  in  which  it  is  replied  to? 

We  are  accused  of  error  in  convevinir  the  impression,  that 
fthese  expenditures  were  confined   exclusively  to  the  bank  at 


Philadelphia,  because  we  have  said,  that  "all  the  expenditures 
of  this  kinil,  introduced  into  the  expense  account,  and  discover- 
ed by  us,  we  found  to  he,  so  far  as  regards  the  institution  in  this 
city,  embraced  under  the  head  of  stationary  and  printing."  It  is 
asserted  that  these  expenditures  embraced  payments  made  to 
persons  residing  elsewhere.  Does  our  language  convey  a  con- 
trary impression?  We  are  sure  it  does  not.  We  have  ncvtr 
doubted  the  fact,  that  payments  have  been  made  by  the  institu- 
tion here,  for  these  purposes,  to  persons  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States.  We  declare  that  the  only  account  we  saw,  was 
for  such  expenditures  as  are  charged  in  the  expense  account  of 
the  institution  here — and  that  if  others  are  charged  at  the  offi- 
ces, we  have  been  able  to  discover  no  account  of  them.  Whe- 
ther there  are  such,  we  cannot  assert,  since  we  have  no  means 
here  of  ascertaining,  and  since  our  resolution  to  inquire  was 
promptly  rejected. 

We  are  accused,  not  merely  of  error,  but  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, in  not  stating  more  minutely,  that  the  head  of  stationary 
and  printing,  embraced  other  payments  than  those  for  printing 
the  documents  to  which  we  have  referred — for  not  giving  copies 
of  all  the  bills  and  receipts  which  we  saw — lor  making  the  re- 
marks generally,  that  a  -'large  proportion"  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars  was  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  newspapers  and  periodical 
journals,  and  for  the  printing,  distribution  and  postage  ofimmense 
numbers  of  pamphlets  ana  newspapers.  We  scarcely  know  in 
what  terms  to  repel  the  disingenuousness  of  this  charge.  To 
whom  was  the  statement,  now  complained  of  as  being  loo  ge- 
neral, first  made  by  us?  To  the  board  itself.  Why  was  it  made 
to  them?  For  the  very  purpose  of  having  it  explained — of  hav- 
ing the  details  stated  more  fully,  by  its  own  officer.  The  state- 
ment was  accompanied  with  that  very  request.  It  was  made 
on  the  very  ground  that  the  books  did  not  enable  us  to  be  more 
minute.  There  is  no  single  remark  of  ours,  which  conveys  the 
impression  that  the  whole  of  the  expenditures  under  this  Jiead 
were,  or  were  by  us  supposed  to  be,  for  the  purposes  we  com- 
plained of— but  the  reverse.  The  expense  account,  we  assert, 
does  not  now,  as  it  exists,  enable  any  person  to  ascertain  how 
much  was  expended  for  these  objects,  and  what  for  the  more 
legitimate  objects  referred  to  by  the  majority.  That  it  might  be 
so  amended  as  to  exhibit  this,  was  the  very  cause  of  our  de- 
mand. It  is  refused,  and  by  thus  refusing  we  are  unable  to  as- 
certain and  to  state  the  very  particulars  which  we  are  now  cen- 
sured for  not  exhibiting — nay,  which  we  are  charged  with  mis- 
representing. Can  it  be  doubted  after  this,  that  the  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  obscurity  of  this  account,  had  in  view  the 
very  intention  of  charging  us  with  incorrectness  in  not  stating 
it  more  fully?  We  deny  that  we  were  called  on,  as  directors, 
to  make  copies  of  all  these  vouchers — we  stated  to  the  board 
that  they  were  numerous,  and  we  asked  that  their  officer  should 
make  a  full  statement  of  them.  But  has  the  correctness  of  one 
of  them  that  we  have  referred  to  been  contradicted?  Not  one. 
Have  the  majority  fairly  and  fully  exhibited  them  when  they  are 
called  on,  and  have  it  in  their  power?  They  do  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  do  so.  What  is  their  course  when  we  complain  that 
these  improper  expenditures  are  not  properly  stated  on  their 
books?  When  we  refer  to  them  as  made  during  six  successive 
half  years.'' — They  take  a  single  half  year,  in  which  there  hap- 
pens to  be  a  considerable  disbursement  for  new  bank  notes,  ex- 
liibit  the  items  of  expenditure  for  this  half  year — but  say  no- 
thing of  the  particulars  of  the  rest.  There  is  no  assertion  on 
our  part  that  the  whole  of  these  disbursements,  during  the  half 
year  they  select,  were  for  printing  pamphlets  and  similar  pro- 
ductions— but  the  reverse.  There  is  no  denial,  directly  or  in- 
directly, that  a  "proportion"  of  it  was  for  other  objects — this  is 
admitted.  But  we  declared  the  account  did  not  ftilly  exhibit 
the  particulars  of  each — and  this  declaration  they  did  not  ven- 
ture to  deny.  We  have  given  the  average  semi  annual  expen- 
diture, under  this  head,  for  all  payments — proper  and  improper 
as  we  consider  them — from  the  Ist  of  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1831 — it  is  $5,949  13.  We  have  given  the  averace 
semi  annual  expenditure  from  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1833— it  is  $20,470  66.  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
the  real  cause — the  "large  proportion"  of  this  difTerence — is 
other  than  the  disbursements  to  which  we  object?  If  so,  let  it 
be  shown,  not  by  selecting  one  half  year,  but  by  a  statement  of 
the  whole  account — not  as  it  is  now  explained  and  made  out, 
but  as  it  appears  in  the  expense  account — as  it  was,  when  ex- 
amined by  us.  Let  the  particulars  of  the  disbursements  made 
by  the  president  for  which  there  were  no  vouchetSj.be  stated. 

We  have  looked  throuuh  the  whole  of  this  exposition  by  the 
majority — ire  do  not  find  that  they  deny  this  remarkable  fact;  we 
do  not  find  that  they  attempt  to  explain  or  justify  it;  we  do  not 
find  that  they  givo  any  accotint  of  the  manner  in  which  or  the 
persons  to  whom  the  sums  of  money  were  paid — all  is  left  as  it 
was,  uncontradicted,  unexplained,  uncertain  and  vague;  and 
yet  we  are  censured  for  referring  to  those  payments  in  getieral 
terms.  We  gave  the  particulars  of  this  account  as  fully  as  we 
were  able — tlie  majority  refused  to  have  them  stated  with  |)ro- 
pcr  fulness — they  still  neglect  to  do  so,  though  it  is  in  their 
power.  Is  it  to  be  tolerated  that  we  are  to  be  charg(>d  with  want 
of  minuteness  in  our  statements,  after  conduct  such  as  this?  \\e 
nssejt  airain,  and  we  challenge  the  production  of  the  account 
to  disprove  our  assertion;  that  during  the  years  1831  and  18.'^, 
upwards  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  expended  under  the 
head  of  stationary  and  printing — that  "a  larse  proportion"  of 
this  was  paid  to  tlte  proprietors  of  newsjtapers,  periodical  jour- 
nals, and    prinlrirs;  that   about   twe^ity  thousand    dollars  of  it 
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were  expended  in  orders  of  the  president,  without  tiny  entry  of 
the  iniifiner  in  whicli,  or  tlie  persons  to  whom,  the  same  were 
disbursed;  and  we  assert,  that  the  acc(»unt,  as  kept  when  exhi- 
bited to  us,  did  not  show  tlie  particulars  of  tliese  di^biirso 
inents,  so  us  to  enable  us  to  slate  from  it  those  to  whicli  we  re- 
fer, more  fully  tlian  we  liave  done. 

The  next  charge  against  us — at  variance  with  the  last,  since 
it  censures  us  (or  too  much  minuteness — is  that  we  have  given 
the  name  of  a  director,  by  whom  some  of  liie  i)ublic;Uions  vv(.'re 
ordered,  "with  a  design  to  connect  his  agency  with  some  politi- 
cal purpose."  We  were  not  aware  that  the  propriety  of  the 
disbursement  was  increased,  or  ils  character  changed,  if  stated 
to  be  done  under  the  order  of  a  single  director,  instead  of  un- 
der that  of  the  president.  Neither  do  we  see  any  inference  that 
our  statement  was  made  for  "political  effect,"  unless  this  arises 
from  the  fact  of  the  order  being  given,  for  sucii  purpose,  by 
the  director  in  question,  if  he  is  one  of  those  whom  the  majori- 
ty emphatically  characterize  as  "called  politicians."  Had  we 
omitted  it,  doubtless  we  should  have  been  censured  for  an  in- 
correct statement.  We  gave  it  as  it  appears  in  the  voucher, 
because  it  did  so  appear  there,  and  because  it  led  to  the  belief, 
that  such  payments  were  made,  not  merely  on  the  authority  of 
the  president,  but  also  of  an  individual  director,  unauthorised 
by  the  board.  If  that  belief  was  erroneous,  it  would  have 
been  corrected  at  the  time  had  not  the  majority,  on  the  16th  of 
August,  refused  to  have  the  account  examined,  and  the  particu- 
lars stated,  as  we  then  explicitly  demanded. 

These  are  the  charges  against  us — these  the  errors  said  to  ex- 
ist in  the  report  of  the  public  directors  on  the  19th  of  August, 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States.  We  submit  that  report, 
so  attacked,  and  so  disproved,  to  the  judgment  of  any  tribunal. 
We  confidently  assert  that  there  is  in  it  no  statement  or  charge 
that  can  be  invalidated:  that  every  one  is  substantiated  by  the 
books  and  records  of  the  bank;  that  no  real  error  has  been 
pointed  out  in  this  elaborate  attack  upon  us  by  the  majority. — 
It  is  by  suppressing  facts  well  known  to  them,  by  misrepresent- 
ing what  we  say,  by  drawing  unjust  and  unfair  inferences  from 
particular  sentences,  by  selecting  insulated  phrases,  and  by  ex- 
hibiting partial  statements;  by  making  unfounded  insinuations, 
and  by  unworthily  impeaching  our  motives,  that  they  endeavor 
to  controvert  that  which  they  are  unable  to  refute.  When  the 
expense  account  shall  be  truly  and  fully  exhibited  to  any  tribu- 
nal, if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  charges  we  have  stated,  do  not 
exist — when  the  minutes  of  the  board  shall  be  laid  open,  if  it 
shall  be  found  the  resolutions  we  have  quoted,  are  not  record- 
ed— we  shall  acknowledge  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  injus- 
tice and  of  error,  but  not  till  then. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  present  to  the  assembled  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people,  a  view  of  the  course,  which, 
for  nearly  a  year,  the  majority  in  a  large  moneyed  institution, es- 
tablished by  them  for  their  benefit-,  have  thought  proper  to  pur- 
sue towards  those  who  have  been  placed  there,  to  guard  their 
interests  and  to  watch  and  control  its  conduct.  We  have  briefly 
stated  the  systematic  series  of  actions  by  which  they  have  en- 
deavored to  deprive  them  of  every  right  that  was  conferred  on 
them  by  the  charter,  and  to  assume  to  themselves  a  ^cret, 
irresponsible,  and  unlimited  power.  W6  h^ve  shewn  that  in 
endeavoring  to  vindicate  or  to  serve  themselves;  they  have  re- 
sorted to  accusations  against  us  which  they  are  unable  to  sus- 
tain, and  left  unanswered  charges  which,  were  they  not  true,  it 
would  be  easy  to  repel.  We  have  been  urged  to  this  from  no 
desire  to  enter  into  the  lists,  with  an  adversary  sustained  by  all 
the  resources  which  boundless  wealth  affords.  We  have  been 
driven  to  it  by  the  nature  and  manner  of  the  attack,  made  upon 
us,  in  the  document  on  which  the  intended  memorial  to  con- 
gress is  founded. 

We  doubt  not  that  agents  more  efficient  than  ourselves  might 
have  been  found,  but,  placed  in  the  responsible  position  in 
which  we  have  been,  it  has  been  our  inflexible  determination 
faithfully  to  perform  its  duties,  at  every  hazard,  and  to  appeal 
from  the  judgments  of  those  who -are  interested  in  opposing 
and  censuring  us,  to  those  whose  rights  have  been  committed 
to  our  guardianship  and  care.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  endeavored  to  form  a  political  structure  of  government, 
which  should  be  as  little  liable  as  possible  to  the  corruptions 
exhibited  throughout  the  histories  of  other  nations.  Freedom 
and  law  are  alike  endangered  by  every  approach  to  venality, 
every  exercise  of  secret,  mysterious  and  irresponsible  power. 
It  is  the  paramount  duty  of  every  citizen,  and  the  sacred  obli- 
gation of  every  American  functionary,  to  shield  all  the  institu- 
tions connected  with  the  government,  from  the  treacherous  and 
insidious  advances  of  moneyed  influence.  .The  sphere  in  which 
he  is  called  to  act  may  be  humble;  the  power  he  can  thus  exer- 
cise may  be  limited,  but  the  solemn  obligation  is  not  the  less 
binding,  nor  will  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty  be  less  an 
object  of  honorable  pride. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

H.D.  GILPIN, 
JOHN  T.SULLIVAN, 
,  PETER  WAGER, 

HUGH  McELDERRY. 

Philadelphia,  December  9th,  IR.3,3. 
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VETO  OF  THE  LAND  RILL. 

IN' SENATE     DECEMBER    4. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  (through  Mr.  Donnlson,  hi?  private  secre- 
tary), returning,  with  his  objections,  the  bill  which  originated 


in  the  senate  at  its  last  session,  "appropriating  for  a  limited 

time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  other 

purposes:" 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

At  the  clo.se  of  the  last  session  of  congress  I  received  from 
that  body  a  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  approjtriate  for  a  limited 
time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  laruls  of  the  United 
Stales  and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  slates."  The  brief  pe- 
riod then  remaining  before  the  rit^ing  of  congress,  and  the  ex- 
treme pressure  of  olilcial  duties,  unavoidable  on  such  occa- 
sions, did  not  leave  me  suflicient  lime  for  that  full  consideration 
of  the  subject  which  was  due  to  its  great  importance.  Subse- 
quent consideration  and  reflection  have,  however,  confirmed 
the  objections  to  the  bill  which  prest-nU'd  themselves  to  my  mind 
upon  its  first  perusal,  and  have  satisfied  me  that  it  ought  not  to 
become  a  law.  I  felt  myself,  therefore,  constrained  to  withhold 
from  it  my  approval,  and  now  return  it  to  ihe  senate,  in  which 
it  originated,  with  the  reasons  on  which  my  dissent  is  founded. 

I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance,  as  it  respects  both  the 
harmony  and  union  of  the  states,  of  making  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  allow  of  it,  a  proper  and  final  disposition  of  the 
whole  subject  of  the  public  lands:  and  any  measure  for  that  ob- 
ject, providing  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  United  Stales  of 
those  expenses  with  which  they  are  justly  chargeable,  that  may 
be  consistent  with  my  views  of  the  constitution,  sound  policy, 
and  the  rights  of  the  respective  states,  will  readily  receive  my 
co-operation.  This  bill,  however,  is  not  of  that  character.  The 
arrdngement  it  contemplates  is  not  permanent,  but  limited  to  five 
years  only;  and  in  its  terms  appears  to  anticipate  alterations 
within  that  time,  at  the  discretion  of  congress;  and  it  furnishes 
no  adequate  security  against  those  continued  agitations  of  the 
subject  which  it  should  be  the  principal  object  of  any  measure  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  to  avert. 

Neither  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  consideration  nor  the  va- 
lidity of  the  objections  which  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
make  to  its  passage,  can  be  correctly  appreciated  without  a  full 
understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  lands  upon 
which  it  is  intended  to  operate,  were  acquired,  and  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  they  are  now  held  by  the  United  States.  I 
will,  therefore,  precede  the  statement  of  those  objections  by  a- 
brief  and  distinct  exposition  of  these  points. 

The  waste  lands  within  the  United  Stales  constituted  one  of 
the  early  obstacles  to  the  o/ganizalion  of  any  government  for  the 
protection  of  their  common  interests.     In  October,  1777,  while 
congress  were  framing  the  articles  of  confederation,  a  proposi- 
tion was  made  to  amend  them  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

"That  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  shall  have 
the^sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  to  ascertain  and  fix  the 
western  boundary  of  such  states  as  claim  to  the  Mississippi  or 
South  sea,  and  lay  out  the  land  beyond  the  boundary  so  ascer- 
tained into  separate  and  independent  stales,  from  time  to  lime, 
as  the  numbers  and  circumstances  of  the  people  thereof  .may 
require." 

It  was,  however,  rejected,  Maryland  only  voting  for  it;  and  so 
difficult  did  the  subject  appear,  that  the  patriots  of  that  body 
agreed  to  waive  it  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  leave  it 
fgr  future  settlement. 

On  the  submission  of  the  articles  to  the  several  state  legisla- 
tures for  ratification,  the  most  formid'able  objection  was  found 
to  be  in  this  subject  of  the  waste  lands.  Maryland,  Rhode 
Island  and  Nqw  Jersey,  instructed  their  delegates  in  congress  to 
move  amendments  to  them,  providing  that  the  waste  or  crown 
lands  should  be  considered  the  coxnmon  property  of  the  United 
Stales;  but  they  were  rejected.  All  the  states  except  Maryland, 
acceded  to  the  articles  notwithstanding  some  of  them  did  so 
with  the  reservation,  that  their  claim  to  those  lands,  as  common 
property,  was  not  thereby  abandoned. 

On  the  sole  ground  that  no  declaration  to  that  effect  was  con- 
tained in  the  articles,  Maryland  withheld  her  assent,  and  in 
May,  1779,  embodied  her  objections  in  the  form  of  instrnctiona 
to  her  delegates,  which  were  entered  upon  the  journals  of  con- 
gress.    The  following  extracts  are  from  that  document,  viz: 

"Is  it  possible  that  those  states  who  are  ambitiously  grasping 
at  territories,  to  which  in  our  judgment  they  have  not  the  least 
shadow  of  exclusive  right,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the 
increase  of  wealth  and  power,  derived  from  those  territories, 
when  acquired,  than  what  they  have  displayed  in  their  endea- 
vors to  acquire  them.'"  &c.  fee. 

"W'e  are  convinced,  policy  and  justice  require,  that  a  coun- 
try unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  claimed  by  the 
British  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  at  Paris,  if  wrested 
from  the  common  enemy  by  the  l)lood  and  treasure  of  the  thir- 
teen states,  should  be  considered  as  a  common  property,  sub- 
ject to  be  parcelled  out  by  congress  into  free,  convenient  and 
independent  governments,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times 
as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter  direct,"  &e.  &c. 

Virginia  proceeded  to  open  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  her 
western  lands,  which  produced  such  excitement  as  to  induce 
congress  in  October  1779,  to  interpose  and  earnestly  recommend 
to  "the  said  slate  and  all  slates  similarly  circumstanced,  to 
forbear  settling  or  issuing  warrants  for  such  unappropriated 
lands,  or  grantiHg  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent war." 

In  March,  1780,  the  legislature  of  New  York  passed  an  act 
tendering  a  cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  claims  of  that 
state  to  the  western  territory,  preceded  by  a  preamble  to  the 
following  effect,  viz: 
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"Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence  can  more  effec 
tually  contribute  to  ttie  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  Uiiittui 
Slates  of  Ainetica  than  a  federal  alliance  on  such  liberal  prin 
ciples  as  will  give  s;ilisfaction  to  its  respective  mcnibyrs;  and 
whereas,  the  articles  uf  confederation  and  perpetual  union  re- 
commended by  the  honorable  conj^ress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  have  not  proved  acceptable  to  ail  the  states,  it  having 
been  conceived  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncullivaled 
territory  within  the  limits  or  claims  of  certain  states,  ought  to 
be  appropriated  as  a  common  fund  tor  the  expenses  of  the  war; 
and  ti'.e  people  of  the  slate  of  New  York  being  on  all  occasions 
disposed  to  manifest  their  r<gard  for  their  sister  slates  and  their 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  security,  and 
more  especially  to  accellerale  tin;  federal  alliance,  by  removing, 
as  far  as  it  depends  upon  them,  the  beforeirientioued  impedi- 
ment to  its  final  accomplishment,"  &c. 

This  act  of  New  York,  the  instructions  of  Maryland,  and  a 
remonstrance  of  Virginia,  were  referred  to  a  commiltce  of  con- 
gress, who  reported  a  preamble  and  resolutions  thereon,  which 
were  adopted  on  the  6th  of  September,  1780;  so  much  of  which 
as  is  necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject  is  to  the  following  ef- 
fect, viz: 

"That  it  appears  advisable  to  press  upon  those  stales  which 
can  remove  the  embarrassments  respecting  the  western  coun- 
try, a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  claims, 
since  they  cannot  be  preserved  entire  without  endangering  the 
stability  of  the  general  confederacy;  to  remind  them  how  in- 
dispensahly  necessary  it  is  to  establish  the  federal  union  on  a 
fixed  and  permanent  basis  and  on  principles  acceptable  to  all 
its  respective  members;  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  con- 
fidence, to  the  support  of  our  army,  to  the  vigor  of  our  councils 
and  success  of  our  measures,  to  our  tranquillity  at  home,  our 
reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign 
and  independent  people;  that  they  are  fully  pursuadcd  the  wis- 
dom of  the  several  legislatures  will  lead  them  to  a  full  and  im- 
partial consideration  of  a  subject  so  ititeresting  to  the  United 
States  and  so  necessary  to  the  happy  establishment  of  the  fe- 
deral union,  that  they  are  confirmed  in  these  expectations  by  a 
review  of  the  before  mentioned  act  of  the  legislatmre  of  New 
York,  submitted  to  their  consideration,"  &c. 

^^Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  several  papers,  referred  to  the 
committee,  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  report,  to  the  le- 
gislatures of  the  several  states,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  those  states  who  have  claims  to  the  western  coun- 
try, to  pass  such  laws  and  give  their  delegates  in  congress  such 
powers  as  may  efFectualiy  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final 
ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation;  and  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requested  to  authorise  their  dele- 
gates in  congress  to  subscribe  the  said  articles." 

Following  up  this  policy,  congress  proceeded,  on  the  10th 
October,  1780,  to  pass  a  resolution  pledging  the  United  States  to 
the  several  state*  as  to  the  manner  in  which  any  lands  that 
might  be  ceded  by  them  should  be  disposed  of,  the  material 
parts  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  which  may  be  ced- 
ed or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular  state 
pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  congress  of  the  6th  day  of 
September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  pf 
the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  repub- 
lican states,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  union, 
and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence as  the  other  states,"  &c.  "That  the  saidjands  shall  be 
granted  or  settled  at  such  limes  and  under  such 'regulations  as 
shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  congress  as- 
sembled, or  nine  or  more  of  them." 

In  February,  1781,  the  legislature  of  Maryland  passed  an  act 
authorising  their  delegates  in  congress  to  sign  the  articles  of 
confederation.  The  following  are  extracts  from  the  preamble 
a»d  body  of  the  act,  viz: 

"Whereas  it  hath  been  said  that  the  common  enemy  is  en- 
c&araged  by  this  state  not  acceding  to  the  confederation  to  hope 
that  the  union  of  the  sister  states  may  be  dissolved,  and  there- 
fore prosecutes  the  war  in  expectation  of  an  event  so  disgrace- 
ful to  America;  and  our  friend  and  il'ustriou?!  ally  are  impress- 
ed with  an  idea  that  the  common  cause  would  be  promoted  by 
our  formally  acceding  to  the  confederation,"  &c. 

The  act  of  which  this  is  the  preamble,  authorises  the  delegates 
of  that  state  to  sign  the  articles  and  proceeds  to  declare,  "that, 
by  acceding  to  the  said  confederation,  this  state  doth  not  re- 
linquish, nor  intend  to  relinquish,  any  right  or  interest  she  hath, 
with  the  other  united  or  confederated  states  to  the  back  coun- 
try," &c.  Slc. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1781.  the  delecates  of  Maryland  signed 
the  articles  of  conf<^;deration,  and  the  federal  union  under  that 
compact  was  complete.  The  conflicting  claims  to  the  western 
lands,  however,  were  not  disposed  of,  and  continued  to  give 
great  trouble  to  congress.  Repeated  and  urgent  calls  were  made 
by  congress  upon  the  states  claiming  them,  to  make  liberal  ces- 
sions to  the  United  Stales,  and  it  was  not  until  long  afK^r  the 
present  consitution  was  formed,  that  the  grants  were  completed. 

The  deed  of  cession  from  New  York  was  executed  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1781,  the  day  the  articles  of  confederation  were 
ratified,  and  it  was  accepted  by  congress  on  the  29th  October, 
1782.  One  of  the  conditions  of  this  cession  thus  tendered  and 
accepted,  was,  that  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  Statefe  "shall 
be  and  enure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States. 
as  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance  of  the  said  stales, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  jmrpose  whatsoever,'* 


The  Virginia  deed  of  cession  was  executed  and  accepted  on 
the  1st  day  of  March,  1784.  One  of  the  conditions  of  this  ces- 
sion is  as  folio wsj  via: 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  nf)t  reserved  for  or  ap|)ropiiiited  to  any  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  purposes,  or  disput^ed  of  in  bounties  to  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  tlie  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as 
a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become  or  shall  become  ?nemhers  of  the  confederation  or 
federal  alliance  of  the  said  states,  fHri^inia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  iiroporlions  in  the  general  charge  and.  ex- 
penditure, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Within  the  years  1785,1786  and  1787,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut and  Soutii  Carolina,  ceded  their  claims  upon  similar 
conditions.  The  federal  government  went  into  operation  under 
the  existing  constitution  on  the  4ih  of  March,  1789.  The  lol- 
lowing  is  the  only  provision  of  that  constitution  which  has  a  di- 
rect bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  viz: 

"The  congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  nothing  in  this  con- 
slitiition  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  of  any  particular  stale." 

Thus  the  consiiiuiion  left  all  the  coni()acts  before  mad«  in  full 
force,  and  the  rights  of  all  parlies  remained  the  same  under  the 
new  government  as  they  were  under  the  confederation. 

The  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  was  executed  in  De- 
cember, 1789,  and  accepted  by  an  act  of  congress  approved 
April  2,  1790.  The  third  condition  of  this  cession  was  in  the 
following  words,  viz: 

"That  all  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this  act 
to  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  not  appropriated  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  North  Caro- 
lina inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  and  usual  propor- 
tions of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatever." 

The  cession  of  Georgia  was  completed  on  the  16ih  June,  1802, 
and  in  its  leading  condition,  is  precisely  like  that  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  This  grant  completed  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  all  those  lands,  generally  called  public  lands 
lying  within  the  original  limits  of  the  confederacy.  Those  which 
have  been  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
having  been  paid  for  out  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  United 
States,  are  as  much  the  property  of  the  general  government,  to 
be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit,  as  those  ceded  by  the 
several  slates. 

By  the  facts  here  collected  from  the  early  history  of  our  re- 
public, it  appears  that  the  su-bjcct  of  the  public  lands  entered 
into  the  elements  of  its  institutions.  It  was  only  upon  the  con- 
dition that  those  lands  should  be  considered  as  common  proper- 
ty, to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Stales,  that 
some  of  the  states  agreed  to  come  into  a  "perpetual  union." 
The  stales  claiming  those  lands,  acceded  to  those  views,  and 
transferred  their  claiins  to  the  United  States  upon  certain  spe- 
cific conditions,  and  on  those  conditions  the  grants  were  ac- 
cepted. These  solemn  compacts,  invited  by  congress  in  a  re- 
solution declaring  the  purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  of  these 
lands  should  be  applied,  originating  before  the  constitution,  and 
forming  the  basis  on  which  it  was  made,  bound  the  United 
States  to  a  particular  course  of  policy  in  relation  to  them,  by 
ties  as  strong  as  can  be  invented  to  secure  the  faith  of  nations. 
As  early  as  May,  1785,  congress,  in  execution  of  theise  com- 
pacts, passed  an  ordinance,  providing  for  the  sales  of  lands  in 
the  western  territory,  and  directing  the  proceeds  to  he  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  With  the  same  object  other 
ordinances  v^'ere  adopted  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  pre- 
sent government. 

In  further  execution  of  these  compacts,  the  congress  of  the 
United  Slates  under  the  present  constitution  as  early  as  the  4lh 
of  August,  1790,  in  "an  act  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,"  enacted  as  follows,  viz. 

"That  the  proceeds  of  sales  which  shall  be  made  of  land  sin 
the  western  territory,  now  belong'ing  or  that  may  hereafter  be- 
long to  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appropriated 
towards  sinking  or  discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment 
whereof  the  United  States  now  are,  or  by  virtue  of  this  act  may 
be  holden.  and  shall  be  applied  solely  to  that  use  until  the  said 
debt  shall  be  fully  satisfied." 

To  secure  the  government  of  the  United  States  forever,  the 
power  to  execute  those  compacts  ili  good  faith,  the  congress  of 
the  confederation  as  early  as  July  13lh,  1787,  in  an  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  prescribed  to  the  people  inhabiting  the 
western  territory  certain  conditions  which  were  declared  to  he 
"articles  of  compact  between  the  original  states  and  the  people 
and  states  in  the  said  territory"  which  should  "ff>rever- remain 
unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent."  In^ne  of  these  ar- 
ticles it  is  declared  tiiat — 

"The  legislatures  of  those  districts  or  new  states  shall  never 
interfere  with  the  prinuiry  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  repulnlion  congrers 
may  find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona 
fide  purchnfers." 

This  condition  has  been  exacted  from  thn  people  of  nil  the 
new  territories;  and  to  put  its  obligation  beyond   dispute,  each 


NILES^   REGISTER— DEC.  21,  1833— VETO  OF  THE  LAND  BILL.  287  * 


new  state",  carved  out  of  tlie  public  dom;iiii,  lias  been  required 
explicitly  to  recognize  it  as  one  ot  tin;  conditions  of  admission 
into  tlie  union.  Some  of  tliem  have  declared  tlirou<;h  their 
conventions  in  separate  acts  ihat  their  people  "forever  disclaim 
all  right  and  title  to  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  lying 
within  this  slate,  and  that  tiie  same  shall  be  and  remain  at  the 
sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States." 

With  such  care  have  the  United  States  reserved  to  them- 
selves, in  ail  their  acts  down  to  this  day — in  legislating  for  the 
territoiies  and  admitting  states  into  the  union — the  unsliaekk'd 
power  to  execute  in  good  faith  the  compacts  of  cession  made 
with  the  original  states.  From  these  facts  and  proceedings  it 
plainly  and  certainly  results: 

1.  That  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  con 
federation  ol'  the  United  States  was  otigiiially  based,  was  tliat 
the  waste  land  of  the  west  within  their  limits,  should  be  the 
common  property  of  the  United  States. 

'2.  'J'hat  those  lands  were  ce<led  to  the  United  Slates  by  the 
states  which  claimtd  them,  and  the  cessions  were  accepted, on 
the  express  condition  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  states  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever. 

3.  That  in  execution  of  these  solemn  compacts,  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  did,  under  tlie  confederation,  proceed  to 
sell  these  lands  and  put  tlie  avails  into  the  common  treasury; 
and,  under  the  new  constitution,  did  repeatedly  pledge  them  lor 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  by  which 
each  stale  was  exploded  to  profit  in  proportion  to  the  general 
charge  to  be  made  upon  it  for  that  object. 

These  are  the  first  principles  of  this  whole  subject,  which  I 
think,  canpot  be  contested  by  any  one  who  examines  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  revolutionary  congress,  the  cessions  of  the  se- 
veral states  and  the  acts  of  congress  under  the  new  constitu- 
tioa.  Keeping  them  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  examine  how  far  the  objects  of  the  cessions  have  been 
completed,  and  see  whether  those  compacts  are  not  still  obliga- 
tory upon  the  United  States. 

The  debt  for  which  these  lands  were  pledged  by  congress,  may 
be  considered  as  paid,  and  they  are  consequently  released  from 
that  lien.  But  that  pledge  formed  no  part  of  the  compacts  with 
the  states,  or  of  the  conditions  upon  wiiich  the  cessions  were 
made.  It  was  a  contract  between  new  parties — between  the 
United  States  and  their  creditors.  Upon  payment  of  the  debts 
the  compacts  remain  in  full  force,  and  the  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  to  dispose  of  the  lands  for  the  common  benefit  is 
neither  destroyed  or  impaired.  As  they  cannot  now  be  execu- 
ted in  that  mode,  the  only  legitimate  question  which  can  arise 
is,  in  what  other  way  are  tliese  lands  to  be  hereafter  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit  of  tlie  several  states,  ^'according  to 
their  respective  and  usual  proportion  in  the  aeneral  charge  and 
expenditure.^^  The  cessions  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  in  express  terms,  and  all  the  rest  imiiliedly,  not  only 
provide  thus  specifically  the  proportion  according  to  which  each 
state  shall  profit  by  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales,  but  they  pro- 
ceed to  declare,  that  they  shall  be  '■'■faithfully  and  bona  fide  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever.'^  This  is  the  t^indamental  law  of  the  land  at  this  mo- 
ntent,  growing  out  of  compacts  which  are  older  tlian  the  consti 
tution,  and  formed  the  corner  stone  on  which  the  union  itself 
was  erected. 

In  the  practice  of  the  government,  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  have  not  been  set  apart  as  a  separate  fund  fox  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  but  have  been  and  are  now  paid  into 
the  treasury,  where  they  constitute  a  part  of  the  aggregate  of 
the  revunue  upon  which  the  government  draws  as  well  for. its 
current  expenditures  as  for  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In  this 
manner  they  have  heretofore  and  do  now  lessen  the  geneial 
charge  upon  the  people  of  the  several  states  in  the  exact  pro- 
portions stipulated  in  "the  compacts. 

These  general  charges  have  been  composed  not  only  of  the 
public  debt  and  the  unusual  expenditures  atteiuling  the  civil  and 
military  administrations  of  the  government,  but  of  the  amounts 
paid  to  the  stales  with  which  these  compacts  were  forincd,  the 
amounts  paid  the  Indians  for  their  riglu  of  possession,  the 
amounts  paid  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and 
the  amounts  paid  surveyors,  registers,  receivers,  clerks,  &c. 
employed  in  preparing  for  market  and  selling  the  western  do- 
main. 

From  the  origin  of  the  land  system  down  to  September  30, 
1832,  the  amount  expended  for  all  these  purposes  lias  been 
about  $49,701,280 — and  the  amount  received  from  the  sales,  de- 
ducting payments  on  account  of  roads,  &c.  $38,386,624.  The 
revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands,  therefore,  has  not  biicn 
sufficient  to  meet  the  general  charges  on  the  treasury  which 
have  grown  out  of  them,  by  about  $11,314,6.56.  Yet,  in  having 
been  applied  to  lessen  those  charges,  the  conditions  of  the  com- 
pacts have  been  thus  far  I'ulfilled,  and  each  state  has  profitted 
according  to  its  usual  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  ex 
penditure.  The  annual  proceeds  of  land  sales  have  increased 
and  the  charges  have  diminished  so  that  at  a  reduced  price 
those  lands  would  now  defray  all  current  charges  growing  out 
of  them,  and  save  the  treasury  from  further  advances  on  their 
account.  Their  original  intent  and  object,  therefore,  would  be 
accomplished  as  fully  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  by  reducing  the 
price,  and  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  bringing  the  proceeds  into 
the  treasury.  Indeed,  as  this  i?  the  only  mode  in  which  the  ob 
jects  of  the  original  eompacts  can  be  attained,  it  may  be  consi- 


dered for  all  practical  purposes,  that  it  is  one  of  their  require- 
ments. 

The  bill  before  me  begins  with  an  entire  subversion  of  every 
one  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  United  States  became  pos- 
sessed of  their  western  domain,  and  treats  the  subject  as  if 
they  never  had  existence,  and  as  if  the  United  States  were  the 
original  and  unconditional  ownersof  all  the  public  lands.  The 
first  section  directs — 

"That  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  1832,  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  of  the  stales  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Louisana, 
over  and  above  what  each  of  th^  said  states  is  entitled  to  by  the 
terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  between  them  respective- 
ly upon  their  admission  into  the  union  and  the  United  Slates, 
tlie  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  upon  the  net  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  which  subsequent  to  the  day 
aforesaid  shall  be  made  within  the  several  limits  of  the  said 
states;  which  said  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  shall 
be  applied  to  some  object  or  objects  of  internal  improvenients 
or  education  within  the  said  states  under  the  direction  of  the 
several  legislatures." 

This  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  before  any  apportionments  is 
made;  and  the  same  seven  stales  which  are  first  to  reci^ive  this 
proportion,  .ire  also  to  receive  their  due  proportion  of  the  resi- 
due, according  to  the  ratio  of  general  distribution. 

Now,  waiving  all  considerations  of  equity  or  policy  in  regard 
to  this  provision,  what  more  need  be  said  to  demonstrate  its  ob- 
jectionable character  than  that  it  is  in  difect  and  undisguised 
violation  of  the  pledge  given  by  congress  to  the  states  before  a 
single  cession  was  made;  that  it  abrogates  the  condition  upon 
which  some  of  the  states  come  into  the  union;  and  that  it  sets 
at  nought  ihe  terms  of  cession  spread  upon  the  face  of  every 
grant  under  which  the  title  to  that  portion  of  the  public  lands 
is  held  by  the  federal  government. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  remaining  seven-eighths  of  the 
proceeds,  this  bill,  in  a  manner  equally  undisguised,  violates 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  United  States  acquired  title  to 
the  ceded  lands.  Abandoning  altogether  the  ratio  of  distribu- 
tion according  to  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  provided 
by  the  comiiacts  it  adopts  tli.it  of  the  federal  representative  po- 
pulation. Virginia,  and  other  states,  which  ceded  their  lands 
upon  the  express  condition,  that  they  should  receive  a  benefit 
from  their  sales,  in  proportion  to  their  parfnf  the  general  charge 
are  by  the  bill  allowed  only  a  portion,  of  seven-eighths  of  their 
proceeds,  and  that  not  in  the  proportion  of  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  but  ia  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population. 

The  constitution  of  the  UnitetS  States  did  not  delegate  to 
congress  the  power  to  abrogate  these  compacts.  On  the  con- 
trary, by  declaring  that  nothing  in  it  ^^shall  he  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particular 
state,^'  it  virtually  provides  that  these  compacts  and  the  rights, 
they  secure,  shall  remain  untouched  by  the  legislative  power, 
which  shall  only  make  all  '^needful  rules  and  regulations,''  for 
carrying  them  into  effect.  All  beyond  this  would  seem  to  be  an 
assumption  of  the  undelegated  power. 

These  ancient  compacts  are  invaluable  monuments  of  an  age 
of  virtue,  patriotism  and  disinterestedness.  They  exhibit  the 
price  that  great  stales,  which  had  won  liberty,  were  willing  to 
pay  for  that  union,  without  which  they  plainly  saw  it  could  not 
he  preserved.  It  was  not  for  territory  or  state  power,  that  our 
revolutionary  fathers  took  up  arms;  it  was  for  individual  liber- 
ty, and  the  rigb.t  of  self  government.  The  expulsion  from  the 
continent  of  British  armies  and  British  power,  was  to  them  a 
barren  conquest,  if,  through  the  collisions  of  the  redeemed 
states,  the  individual  rights  for  which  they  fought,  should  he- 
come  the  prey  of  petty  military  tyrannies,  established  at  home. 
To  avert  such  consequences,  and  throw  around  liberty  the  shield 
of  union,  slates,  whose  relative  strength  at  the  time,  gave 
them  a  prepondi;raling  power,  magnanimously  sacrificed  do- 
mains, which  would  have  made  them  the  rivals  ofempires,  only 
stipulating  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  be- 
nefit of  tiieinselves  and  the  other  confederate  states.  This  en- 
lightened policy  produced  uniori,  and  has  secured  liberty.  It 
has  made  our  waste  lands  to  swarm  with  a  busy  people,  and 
added  many  powerful  states  to  olir  confederation.  As  well  for 
the  fruits  which  the.=e  noble  works  of  our  aircestors  have  pro- 
duced, as  for  the  devotedness  in  which  they  originated,  we 
should  hesitate  before  we  demolish  them. 

But  there  are  other  ininciples  asserted  in  the  bill  which  would 
have  impelled  me  to  withhold  my  signature,  had  I  not  seen  in 
it  a  violation  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  United  States  ac- 
quired title  to  a  large  portion  of  public  lands.  It  reasserts  the 
principle  contained  in  the  bill  aiithorisinj;  a  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Maysville,  Washinston,  Paris  and  Lexington  Turn- 
pike Road  Company,  from  which  I  was  compelled  to  withhold 
my  consent  for  reason.s  contained  in  my  message  on  the  27tli 
May,  1830,  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  leading  principle  then  asserted  was,  that  congress  pos- 
sesses no  constitutional  power  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States  for  objects  of  a  local  character, 
within  the  states.  That  principle,  I  cann&t  be  mistaken  in  sop- 
posing,  has  received  the  unequivocal  sanction  of  the  American 
people,  and  all  subsequent  reflection  has  but  satisfied  me  more 
thoroughly,  that  the  interests  of  our  people,  and  the  purity  of 
our  government,  if  not  its. existence,  depend  on  its  observance. 
The  public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  United  States, 
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and  the  moneys  arising  from  their  sales,  are  a  part  of  tlie  pub- 
lic revenue.  This  bill  proposes  to  raise  from  and  appropriate  a 
portion  ol  this  public  revenue  to  certain  states,  providing  ex- 
pressly, that  it  shall  "fte  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment or  education  within  those  states,'^  and  then  proceeds  to  ap- 
propriate the  balance  to  all  the  states,  with  the  declaration,  that 
it  shall  be  applied  ''to  such  purpose  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said 
respective  states  shall  deem  proper.''  'I'he  tbnner  appropriation 
is  expressly  for  internal  improvement  or  education,  without 
quahrication  as  to  the  kind  of  improvements,  and  therefore  in 
express  violation  of  the  principle  maintained  in  my  objections 
to  the  turnpike  road  bill,  above  referred  to.  The  latter  appro- 
priation IS  more  broad,  and  gives  the  money  to  be  applied  to 
any  local  purpose  whatsoever.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  a  portion  of  the  money  might  have 
been  applied  to  making  the  very  road  to  which  the  bill  of  1830 
had  reference,  and  must  of  course  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
same  principle.  Ifthe  money  of  the  United  States  cannot  be 
applied  to  local  purposes  "through  its  own  agents"  as  little  can 
it  be  permitted  to  be  thus  expended  "through  the  agency  of  the 
state  governmenta." 

It  has  been  supposed  that  with  all  the  reductions  in  our  re- 
venue which  couid  be  speedily  effected  by  congress,  without 
injury  to  the  substantial  interests  of  the  country,  there  might 
be  for  some  years  to  come  a  surplus  of  moneys  in  the  treasury, 
and  that  there  was,  in  principle,  no  objection  to  returning  them 
to  the  people  by  whom  they  were  paid.  As  the  literal  accom- 
plishment of  such  an  object  is  obviously  impracticable,  it  was 
thought  admissabl»,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  it,  to  hand 
them  over  to  the  state  governments,  the  more  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  to  be  by  them  apjilied  to  the  benefit  of 
those  to  whom  they  properly  belonged.  The  principle  and  the 
object  was,  to  return  to  the  people  an  unavoidable  sur[)lus  ofre- 
venue,  which  might  have  been  paid  by  them  under  a  system 
which  could  not  at  once  be  abatidoned;  but  even  this  resource, 
which  atone  time  seemed  to  be  almost  the  only  alternative  to 
save  the  general  government  from  grasping  unlimited  power 
over  internal  improvements,  was  suggested  with  doubts  of  its 
constitutionality. 

But  this  bill  assumes  a  new  principle.  Its  object  is  not  to  re- 
turn to  the  people  an  unavoidable  surplus  of  ieve.iiue  paid  in  bv 
them,  but  to  create  a  surplus  for  distribution  among  the  states. 
It  seizes  the  entire  proceeds  of  one  soutce  of  revenue  and  sets 
them  apart  as  a  surplus,  making  it  necessary  to  raise  the  mo- 
neys for  supporting  the  government  and  meeting  the  general 
charges  from  other  sources.  It  even  throws  the  entire  land 
system  upon  the  customs  for  its  support,  and  makes  the  public 
lands  a  perpetual  charge  upon  the  treasury.  It  does  not  return 
to  the  people,  moneys  accidentally  or  unavoidably  paid  by  them 
to  the  government,  by  which  they  are  not  wanted;  but  compels 
the  people  to  pay  moneys  into  the  treasury  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  creating  a  surplus  for  distribution  to  their  state  govern- 
ments. 

If  this  principle  be  once  admitted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  per- 
ceive to  what  consequences  it  may  lead.  Already  this  bill,  by 
throwing  the  land  system  on  tlie  revenues  from  imports  for  sup- 
port, virtually  distributes  among  the  states  a  part  of  those  reve- 
nues. The  proportion  may  be  increased  from  time  to  time, 
without  any  departure  from  the  principle  now  asserted,  until 
the  state  governments  shall  derive  all  the  funds  liecessary  for 
their  support  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  or,  if  asuf 
ticient  supply  should  be  obtained  by  some  states  and  not  by 
others,  the  deficient  states  might  complain,  and  to  'put  an  end 
to  all  further  difficulty,  congress  without  assuming  any  new 
principle,  need  go  but  one  step  further  and  put  the  salaries  of 
all  the  state  governors,  judges,  and  other  officers,  with  a  suffi- 
cient sum  for  other  expenses,  in  their  general  appropriation  bill. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  more  direct  road  to  consolidation  can 
not  be  devised.  Money  is  power,  and  in  that  government  which 
pays  all  the  public  officers  of  the  states,  will  all  political  power 
be  substantially  concentrated.  The  state  guvernments,  if  go- 
vernments-they  might  be  called,  would  lose  all  their  indejjen- 
dence  and  dignity — the  economy  vvhich  now  distinguishes  them 
would  be  converted  into  a  profusion,  limited  only  by  the  extent 
of  the  supply.  Being  the  dependants  of  the  general  government, 
and  looking  to  its  treasury  as  the  source  of  all  their  emoluments, 
the  state  officers,  under  whatever  names  they  might  pass,  and 
by  whatever  forms  their  duties  might  be  prescribed,  would  in 
effect  be  the  mere  stipendiaries  and  instruments  of  the  central 
power. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  the  intelligent  people  of  our  several 
states,  will  be  satisfied  on  a  little  reflection,  that  it  is  neither 
wise  nor  safe  to  release  the  members  of  their  local  legislatures 
from  the  responsibility  of  levying  the  taxes  necessary  to  sup- 
port their  state  governments  and  vest  it  in  congress,  over  most 
df  whose  members  they  have  no  control. 

They  will  not  think  it  expedient  that  congress  shall  be  the 
tax  gatherer  artd  paymaster  of  all.  their  state  governments,  thus 
amalgamating  all  their  officers  into  one  mass  of  common  inte- 
rest and  common  feeling.  It  is  too  obvious  that  such  a  course 
would  subvert  our  well  balanced  system  of  govornment,  and 
ultimately  deprive  us  of  all  the  blessings  now  derived  from  our 
happy  union. 

However  willing  T  might  be  that  any  unavoidable  surplus  in 
the  treasury  should  be  returned  to  the  people  through  their 
state  governments,  t  cannot  assent  to  the  principle  that  a  sur- 
plus may  be  created  for  lli(?  purpose  of  distriliiiiion.  Viewing 
this  bill  as  in  effect  assuming  the  right,  not  only  to  create  a  sur- 


plus for  Ihat  purpose,  but  to  divide  the  contents  of  the  treasury 
among  the  states  without  limitation,  from  whatever  source  they 
may  be  derived,  and  asserting  the  power  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  support  of  every  state  government  and  in- 
stitution, as  well  as  for  making  every  local  iaiproveiuent,  how- 
ever trivial.  I  cannot  give  it  my  assent. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  what  advantages  would  accrue  to  the 
old  states  or  the  new,  from  the  system  of  distribution  which 
this  bill  proposes,  if  it  were  otherwise  objectionable.  It  requires 
no' argument  to  prove  that  if  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  or 
any  other  sum,  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  treasury  by  this  bill  for 
distribution,  it  must  be  replaced  by  the  same  sum  collected 
from  the  people  through  some  other  means.  The  old  states  will 
receive  annually  a  sum  of  money  from  the  treasury,  but  they 
will  pay  in  alarger  sum,  together  with  the  expense  o(  collection 
and  distribution.  It  is  only  their  proportion  of  seven  eighths  ©f 
the  proceeds  of  land  sales  which  they  are  to  receive,  but  they 
must  pay  their  due  proportion  of  the  whole.  Disguise  it  as  we 
may,  the  bill  proposes  to  them  a  dead  loss,  in  the  ratio  of  eight 
to  seven,  in  addition  to  expenses  and  other  incidental  losses. 
This  assertion  is  not  the  less  true  because  it  may  not  at  first  be 
palpable. 

Their  receipts  will  be  in  large  sums,  but  their  payments  in 
small  ones.  I'he  governments  of  the  states  will  receive  seven 
dollars  for  which  the  people  of  the  states  will  pay  eight.  The 
large  sums  received  wilj  be  palpable  to  the  senses;  the  small 
sums  paid,  it  requires  thought  to  identify.  But  a  little  conside- 
ration will  satisfy  the  people  that  the  effect  is  the  same  as  if 
seven  hundred  dollars  were  given  them  from  the  public  treasury, 
for  vvhich  they  were  at  the  same  time  required  to  pay  in  taxes, 
direct  or  indirect,  eight  hundred. 

.1  deceive  myself  greatly  ifthe  new  stales  would  find  the^r  in- 
terests promoted  by  such  a  si'sleni  as  tjiis  bill  proposes.  Their 
true  policy  consists  in  the  rapid  settling  and  improvement  of 
the  waste  lands  within  their  limits.  As  a  means  of  hastening 
those  events,  they  have  long  been  looking  to  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  public  lands  upon  the  final  payment  of  the  national 
debt.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  system  would  be  to  prevent 
that  reduction.  It  is  true,  the  bill  reserves  to  congress  the  power 
to  reduce  the  price,  but  the  effect  of  its  details,  as  now  arrang- 
ed, would  probably  be  forever  to  prevent  its  exercise. 

With  the  just  men  who  inhabit  the  new  states,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  to  reject  this  system,  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  republic  and  its  constitution.  But  if 
it  were  a  mere  question  of  interest  or  expediency,  they  would 
still  reject  it.  They  would  not  sell  their  bright  prospects  of  in- 
creasing wealth  and  growing  power  at  such  a  price.  They 
would  not  place  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  into  their  treasu- 
ries, in  competition  with  the  settlement  of  their  waste  lands, 
and  the  increase  of  their  population.  They  would  not  consider 
a  small  or  a  large  annual  sum  to  be  paid  to  their  governments 
and  immediately  expended,  as  an  equivalent  for  that  enduring 
wealth  which  is  composed  of  flocks  and  herds,  and  cultivated 
farms.  No  temptation  will  allure  them  from  that  object  of  abid- 
ing interest,  the  settlement  of  their  waste  lands,  and  the  in- 
crease of  a  hardy  race  of  free  citizens,  their  glory  in  peace  and 
their  defence  in  war. 

On  the  whole,  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my 
annual  message  of  1832,  that  it  is  our  true  policy  that  the  public 
lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practicable  to  be  a  source  of  re- 
venue except  for  the  payment  of  those  general  charges  whirli 
grow  out  of  the  acquisition  of  the  lands,  their  survey  and 
sale.  Although  these  expenses  have  not  been  met  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tJales  heretofore;  it  is  quite  certain  they  will  be  here- 
after, even  after  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  price.  By  meet- 
ing in  the  treasury  so  much  of  the  general  charge  as  arises  from 
that  source,  they  will  herea-^ter,  as  they  have  been  heretofore, 
be  dis[)osed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
corelmg  to  the  compacts  of  cession.  1  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the 
real  interest  of  each  and  all  the  states  inthe  union,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  n(nv  states,  that  the  price  of  these  lands  shall  be  re- 
duced and  graduated,  and  that  after  they  have  been  offered  for 
a  certain  number  of  years,  the  reiuse  remaining  unsold  shall  be 
abandoned  to  the  states,  and  the  machinery  of  our  land  system 
entirely  withdrawn.  It  cannot  be  supposed  the  compacts  in- 
tended that  the  United  States  shoiijd  retain  forever  a  title  to 
lands  within  the  states  which  are  of  no  value,  and  no  doubt  is 
entertained  that  the  general  interest  would  be  best  promoted  by 
surrendering  such  lands  to  the  states. 

This  plan  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands  impairs  no  princi- 
ple, violates  no  compact,  and  deranges  no  system.  Already  has 
the  price  of  those  lands  been  reduced  from  two  dollars  per  acre 
to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter,  and  upon  the  will  of  congress,  it  de- 
pends whether  there  shall  be  a  further  reduction.  While  the 
burdens  of  the  east  are  diminishing  by  the  reduction  of  (he  du- 
ties upon  imports,  it  seems  but  equal  justice  that  the  chief  bur- 
den of  the  west  should  be  lightened  In  an  equal  degree  at  least. 
It  would  be  just  to  the  old  states  and  the  new,  conciliate  every 
interest,  disarm  the  subject  of  all  its  dangers,  and  add  another 
guarrantee  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  happy  union. 

Sensible,  however,  of  the  difficulties  vvhich  surround  this  im- 
portant subject,  I  can  only  add  to  my  regrets,  at  finding  myself 
again  compelled  to  disagree  with  the  legislative  power,  the  sin- 
cere declaration  that  any  plan  which  shall  promise  a  final  and 
satisfactory  disposition  of  the  question,  and  be  compatible  with 
the  constitution  and  public  faith,  shall  have  mv  hearty  concur- 
rence. ANDREW  JACKSON. 
December  4,  1833. 


A 


# 

f 


NILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER, 


Fourth  seuies.  No.  18— Vol.IX.]      BALTIMORE,  DEC.  28,  1833.       [Vol.  XLV.  Whole  No.  1,IG2. 


THE   PAST THE   PRESENT FOR  THE   FUTURE. 


EDITED,    PnilVTEn    AND    PUBLlSHiU)    BY    H.   NILES,  AT    $5    PER    ANNUM,    PAYABLE    IN    A7)VAN«E. 


Ha(]  not  i\\(i  present  been  "Christmas  week,"  we  should 
have  presented  a  supplementary  slieet  to  tl»is  nujnher  to 
dispose  of  some  more  of  the  documents,  loatli  as  we  are 
to  incur  extra  expenditures  in  these  pinching  times. 

We  have  taken,  or  made,  an  opportunity  this  week, 
to  relieve  tlie  solemn  and  long  documentary  face  of  oui 
sheet,  and  insert  a  few  miscellaneous  articles — among 
them  some  items  and  remai-ks  concerning  the  present 
state,  and  future  prospects  of,  the  "currency"' — which, 
by  the  bye,  are  "solemn"  enough — dark  and  gloomy, 
and  covered  with  an  ini[)enetr;»ble  veil  that  7mist  soon 
be  lifted,  no  matter  what  may  be  concealed — for  the  pre- 
sent state  of  tilings  caimot  last  long.  We  have  arrived 
at  a  "momentous  crisis" — we  wish  that  it  was  only  one 
of  the  assortment  of  ten  thousand  which  Mr.  Ritchie 
used  to  manufacture  on  demand,  or  as  convenience 
served;  but  we  fear  that  it  is  a  real  one — when  men 
must  "screw  up"  their  courage  to  bear,  or  forbear,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

Many  rumors  are  afloat.  One  says,  that  certain  draughts 
of  the   United   States   [not  of  the  bank   of  the    United 
States),  have  been  dishonored  at  London,  and  returned— 
another,  that  about  two  millions  of  the  stocks  of  a  cer- 
tain state,  which  were  (lately)  at  a  high  advance  in  Eng- 
land,   have   been   sent  back,   because  of  the   wreck   of 
confidence  in  American  funds,  and   that  the  bills  drawn 
on  the  anticipated  sale  of  these  stocks  have  came  back 
protested — and  a  third,   that  the    new    deposite   banks 
are   about  to  be  hardly  pressed   to   meet  the  demands 
of  "the  government" — with  many  fears  of  disasters  in 
money  affairs,   whether  respecting  corporate  bodies   or 
private  individuals.     We  are  not  swift  to  give  common 
reports — but  this  is  a  time  of  high  feeling  a*id  extra- 
ordinary excitement;  and,  while  we  would  not  increase 
that  excitement  by  any  use  of  artificial  means,  we  feel 
it  a  matter  of  duty  to  put  our  friends  on  their  guard, 
at  this  season  of  alarm  to  men   in  business,  though  all 
reasonably   prudent   persons   ought   to   have   stood    "at 
ease,"  and  employment,  with  high  wages,  abounded  for 
working  men.*     If  the  keeping  of  the  wholesomeness  of 
the  currency  has  been  violently  transferred  to  stock-gam- 
blers and  money-shavers,   through  ignorance  of  its  na- 
ture, or  from  any  other  cause,  the  fault  does  not  rest 
with  us — nor  shall  we  remain  neutral,  and  quietly  suffer 
our  part  in  the  common  distress  or  ruin  that  seems  to  im- 
pend.    But  we  would  exhort  the  people  to  coolness — 
that  they  may  do  nothing  precipitately,  and  render  al- 
most certain  the  evils  which  so    many  apprehend  are 
about  to  come  upon  us,  from  the  derangement  of  the 
currency  which  has  happened.     And  there  is  no  possibi- 
lity of  a  mistake  in  saying,  that  the  present  is  a  most 
critical   time   with   respect   to   the  value  of   lands   and 
houses,  and  all  sorts  of  commodities  and  effects,  profits 
and  credits,  earned  or  to  become  due — and  that,  by  hur- 
r)*and  haste,  misfortunes  may  be  assured  whicli  are  yet 
only  in  prospect,  and  possibly  to  he  avoided  by  altered 
proceedings,  though   the  credit  lost  will  be  hard  to  re- 
gain, especially  in  Europe,  where  it  has  been  so  import- 
ant to  us,  in  the  many  and  great  facilities  afforded  in  the 
construction  of  our  public  works,  &c.     As  an  instance  of 
the  precipiiavcy  which  we  would  avoid,  the  '-Baltimore 
Gazette"  of  Thursday  last  has  a  letter  from  Sykesville, 
(on  the  Baltimore  and  Oliio  rail  road)  dated  the  25th 
instant,  which   says  that  the   "prospect  of  a  decline  in 
price"  had  caused   a  great  effort,  and  that  one  hundred 
and  forty  cars,  loaded  with  floiu',  would  pass  that  village 
for  Baltimore,  in  the  night  of  the  day  above  given."  Wliy 
should  flour  decline  in  price?     Only  a  small   portion  of 
the  last  crop  is  yet  in  the  market!     The  meaning  is. 
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^Hundreds  appear  to  be  discharged  every  Saturday  evening, 
and  especially  at  Philadelphia — the  employers  not  being  able  to 
make  sales  or  obtain  money  to  nay  thefn. 
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tiiat  money  is  expecfed  to  become  more  scarce,  and  hence 
more  valuable.  But  for  the  effect — will  not  such  sudden 
rushes  to  the  market  tend  to  produce  the  result  wiiich  is 
feared!  Who,  on  a  fdting  price,  will  purchase  an  ex- 
cess quantity  of  any  commodity — unless,  in  his  opinion, 
the  lowest  i>robable  price  has  arrived,  and  in  limes  like 
these  when  the  use  of  money  is  hired  at  24  or  36 
cent.  ])er  annum ! 

Confidence  in  American  stocks  has  been  mightily  sha- 
ken in  Europe,  and  the  "hurrah"  of  the  multitude  will 
not  relieve  us  for  the  want  of  credit  there.  As  a  single 
instance  out  of  many  before  us,  we  may  observe,  that 
one  of  our  subscribers,  in  tiiis  city,  has  received  by  the 
last  packet  ship  from  Liverpool,  a  letter  from  his  cor- 
respondent, an  intelligent  Scottish  farmer,  in  which  he 
directs  that  all  liis  funds  in  the  United  States  be  collect- 
ed from  tiie  south  and  -west,  cohere  they  are  noiv  employed^ 
and  invested  as  safely  as  possible  in  Baltimore,  under  the 
immediate  care  of  his  friend — giving  as  a  reason  for  the 
change  ordered,  the  clamor  raised  by  "the  government" 
against  the  United  States  bank,  Avhich  would  force  it  to 
curtail  its  accommodations  to  the  country,  and  create 
great  distress  in  the  community,  by  unsettling  the  cur- 
rency. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  above  alluded  to  resided  a 
good  many  years  in  the  United  States,  and  transacted  a 
larg6  business — on  ret*u'ning  home  he  left  behind  him 
no  small  amount  of  funds  which  he  thought  happily  in- 
vested, and  without  a  desire  to  disturb  them:  but  at  4,000 
miles  distance,  he  has  seen  approaching  events  as  we  saw 
them,  and  peremptorily  ordered  that  all  his  funds  shall 
be  concentrated  in  the  charge  of  his  friend,  and  so  depo- 
sited that  they  may  be  at  his  own  &ure  disposal,  when 
called  for.  He  feels  that  our  hitherto  unrivalled  curren- 
cy cannot  be  longer  relied  on,  and  will  probably  with- 
draw his  funds.  He  had,  perhaps,  just  seen  the  paper 
"read  to  the  cabinet"  in  the  Register,  (which  is  receiv- 
ed by  him)  and  hence  the  decision  that  he  has  made. 

[In  the  article  headed  "Bank  items"  will  be  found  se- 
veral facts  which  seem  rather  out  of  date— hut  they  are 
regarded  as  necessary  memorandums  of  things  which 
have  appeared.] 

Under  the  head  of  "Pennsylvania  Politics,"  we  have 
inserted  some  queer  things,  at  which  many  sober  men 
will  laugh.  "Nous  verrons. "  [By  the  way— we  do  not 
recollect  to  have  seen  '■'■nous  verrons''"'  used  by  our  old 
friend  obsta  pkincipiis,  for  a  month  or  two  past,  even 
at  this  '■'■momentous  crisis."  "Has  a  great  man  fallen  in 
Israel?"— or  has  he  been  only  "reformed?"] 

Mr.  J[IcDiLffi.e^s  speech  on  Thursday  the  19th,  and 
concluded  on  Monday  the  23rd,  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  is  before  us.  It  is  surely,  one  of  the  greatest, 
if  not  the  greatest  efix»rt  ever  made  by  hrm,  and  not  only 
uncommonly  argumentative,  but  unusually  vehement.  It 
is  one  of  those  things  which  we  must  insert,  and  we  shall 
also  give  the  reply  to  it,  which,  we  suppose,  may  be  ex- 
pected from  Mr.  Polk — 'the  discussion  being  on  his  mo- 
tion. We  might,  perhaps,  have  forced  this  speech  into 
the  present  sheet,  but  there  was  a  large  nuniber  of  arti- 
cles on  hand,  which  we  did  not  know  how  to  further  post- 
pone the  publication  of,  because  of  their  close  connection 
with  passing  events,  and  a  rightful  understanding  of  im- 
portant things — with  which  this  number  is  neai'ly  filled. 

Mr.  Black,  (who  sat  in  the  senate  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  by  temporaiy  appointment  from  the  governor), 
has  been  appointed  a  senator  of  the  United  States  from 
the  st'ite  of  Mississippi,  for  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March  last. 

We  understand  that  judge  Porter,  of  Louisiana,  has 
been  elected  a  senator  in  congress  from  that  state,  in  the 
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place  of  the  lamented  Josiah  S.  Johriston,  deceased. — 
Judge  P.  is  a  gentleman  of  distingushed  talents — and,  in 
politics,  "anti-Jackson."     The  vote  was  32  to  30. 

-  Certain  resolutions  against  the  military  academy  at 
West  Point,  have  passed  the  legislature  of  Tennessee. 
Theaccusaiion  is  founded,  we  helieve,  on  the  aristocracy 
of  the  institution — but  good  republicans,  even  tlie  demo- 
crats, we  think,  miglit  hear  that,  for  reasons  which  could 
he  assigned,  if  it  weie  wordi  the  while — mdess,  indeed, 
politics  and  favoritism  have  entered  into  the  establish- 
ment. 

Wilhoit  disparagement  to  any  other  of  the  few  tuorlc- 
ing  members  of  congress,  we  may  be  allowed  to  p!:<ce 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Oiiio,  at  the  head  of  tiiis  class.  Vv'e 
seldom  see  his  name  in  the  journal  of  proceedings,  ex- 
cept when  pushing  on  business;  and  yet  he  can  sj)eak 
much  better  than  hundreds  who  make  the  press  groan 
with  long  yarns,  addressed  rather  to  the  prejudices  or 
feelings  of  their  particular  county  constituents  tiian  to  the 
reason  of  the  body  before  which  they  are  delivered.  We 
make  these  remarks  in  consequence  of  observing  that 
Mr.  Whittlesey  had  passed  through  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  Friday  last  week,  between  20  and  30  private 
bills,  the  merits  of  all  which  he  briefly  but  conclusively 
explained. 

The  contested  election  in  Kentucky,  it  is  said,  will 
come  up  befoi*e  the  house  of  representatives  pretty  soon. 
It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  though  Mr.  JHoore  has  a 
certificate  of  his  election,  and  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
house  would  admit  his  claims — if  possible,  yet  he  was 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  Mr.  Letcher,  and  not  al- 
lowed to  take  a  seat  iu  the  house.  Thi-s  was  a  pretty 
*'broad  hint." 

Mr.  Normand  Smith,  jun.  a  mechanic  and  the  builder 
of  his  own  fortune,  who  lately  died  at  Hartford,  Con.  at 
the  early  age  of  35  years — after  fully  providing  for  his 
family,  and  having  just  contributed  3,400  dollars  to  the 
building  of  a  church,  bequeathed  from  10,000  to  12,000 
dollars  to  works  of  piety  and  benevolence. 

Among  the  reports  of  the  day,  it  is  given  out — that 
Mr.  Sutherland  was  induced  to  give  up  his  judgeship  at 
Philadelpliia,  under  the  expectation  of  being  made  speak- 
er of  the  house  qf  representatives,  on  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Ste7)eHSon,  to  be  appointed  minister  to  England;  but 
that  doubts  now  existing  whether  the  house  will  elect  Mr. 
Sutherland,  it  is  added  that  he  is  to  be  sent  to  Russia! 
Are  appointments  of  members  of  congress  to  office  to  have 
no  limits?  President  Jackson,  long  ago  told  us,  that 
"corruption  must  be  the  order  of  the  day"  under  such 
practices — and  our  old  friend  Mr.  Ritchie  threw  a  gallon 
of  ink  at  the  head  of  Mr.  JW)nroe  for  the  compaiative- 
ly  small  number  of  such  appointments  made  by  him. 


We  have  received  a  letter  from  Russelville,  Alabama, 
which  says — "We  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  cars 
on  the  rail  road  coming  into  Tuscumbia  almost  every 
da}',  loaded  with  cotton,  and  one  horse  drawing  40  bales, 
«ach  weighing  450  or  500  lbs.  So  much  for  internal  im- 
provement." 

Aye-— "so  much  for  internal  improvement!"  Had  not 
a  feverish  and  childish  folly  to  pay  off  "the  national 
debt,"  prevailed,  mixed  up  as  it  was  by  "scurvy  politi- 
cians" in  their  managements  of  the  people — and  three  or 
four  millions  a  year  been  a])propiiated  on  just  and  gene- 
ral i>r\r\c\p\es  to  ASSIST  in  the  work  of  internal  improve- 
ment, for  only  10  or  12  years  past,  (iu  which  so  much 
money  might  well  have  been  spareii),  the  fee  of  tiie 
United  States  would  be  worth  several  hundreds  of  rail- 
lions  more  than  it  is;  and  the  ability  of  the  people  to 
support  the  government,  in  times  of  need,  increased  an 
hundred  fold.  It  is  on  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of  the 
people,  that  every  just  government  should  rely;  and  to 
retard  their  progress,  is  about  as  baby-like  as  was  the  act 
of  those  who  killed  the  "goose"  that  laid  a  golden  egg 
every  day.  We  are  much  pleased  however,  to  observe 
that,  in  this  instance,  as  in  hundreds  of  others,  the  people 
haT«  ^cted  for  themselves.    A  little  while  ago  Tuscumbia 


was  not,  all  Alabama  being  in  possession  of  the  Indian 
tribes — 'and  now  a  rail  rouci  is  in  successful  operation. 

While  on  this  subject  we  may  observe  tliat,  in  our 
opinion,  nothing  can  he  tlionght  of  in  legislation  that  is 
more  ridiculous  tlian  to  see  an  "entire"  snpportir  of  the 
present  administration  from  Pennsyh^ani^i,  rise  in  his 
place  in  congress,  and  gj-avely  ])restnt  a  memorial  or 
resolution  asking  for  an  ap\)ror)riation  to  favor  internal 
improvement.  If  such  are  sensible  of  the  inconsistency 
of  their  own  conduct,  it  would  seem  that  they  must  sup- 
pose thuir  constituents  may  be  easily  "humbugged." 

The  "Commercial  Advertiser"  cnngTatulales  the  pub- 
lic on  tlie  fact,  that  it  has  become  constitutional  foi-  the 
United  States  to  impro\e  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
at  the  Overslaugh,  and  that  a  meetiiig  has  l)ecn  talh  d  at 
Albany  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  asking 
an  appropriation.  Tlie  call  was  signed  by  several  dis- 
tinguished members  of  what  is  called  the  "regency" 
party. 

Among  our  "miseries'"  was  the  casting  into  the  fire  a 
few  days  ago,  a  long  and  laborious  collection  of  items 
and  facts  relative  to  the  progress  and  prosjiects  of  inter- 
nal improvements  in  several  of  the  states.  It  is  a  misery 
to  spend  hours  and  days  in  the  prejtaraiion  of  articles 
which  become  stale,  for  the  want  of  opportunity  to  in- 
sert them.  Vve  sliall  pay  less  attention  to  such  things 
until  after  the  rising  of  congress  in  June  or  July  next! 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  proceedings  of  congress  that 
another  attempt,  in  the  face  of  the  veto,  is  making  to  ob- 
tain an  appropriation  for  the  Rockville  road. 

A  project  is  on  foot  to  make  a  rail  road  from  Brook- 
lyn to  Sag  Harbor,  thence  cross  the  Sound  (15  miles)  in 
•A  steamboat,  and  join  the  Stonington,  Providence  and 
Boston  rail  road,  by  which  the  travel  from  New  York  to 
Boston  will  be  reduced  to  12  hours — 'which,  with  6  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  York,  will  he  one-fourth  less'time 
than  was  prescribed  by  Oliver  Evans^  pro\)hecy,  for 
which  they  called  him  a  madman — and,  indeed,  he  so  ap- 
peared in  the  night  which  preceded  the  present  march 
of  improvement  and  day-light  of  science. 

A  most  extraordinary  freak  of  nature  occurred,  says 
the  Kingston,  U.  C.  Heiald,  during  the  late  storm  on 
Lake  Erie.  A  channel  was  made  through  Long  Point, 
300  yards  wide,  and  from  11  to  15  deep.  It  was  in  con- 
templation to  cut  a  canal  at  this  very  place,  the  expen- 
ses of  which  were  estimated  at  £12,000. 

The  total  amount  of  coal  sent  to  market,  in  the  late 
season,  from  the  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
490,000  tons — say  half  a  million,  as  the  navigation  had 
not  yet  closed,  or  if  at  only  $4  00  the  ton,  worth  two 
millions  of  dollars. 


The  Lycoming  (Penn.)  Gazette  has  the  following  pa- 
ragraph : 

"We  state,  0pon  the  most  dnqdestionable  authority, 
that,  the  president  (1isapprove«,  in  the  stronat-sl  terms,  of  all 
interference  in  state  elections  by  the  officers  of  the  general  {govern- 
ment, and  will,  in  due  lime,  take  care  that  all  who  hold  office 
und^r  him,  shall  attend  alone  to  their  official  ilulies,  and  leave 
politics  and  elections  to  the  people  and  the  states. '' 

This  is  well.  W^e  hope  that  tlie  twenty,  and  more, 
officers  of  the  United  Stales  who  have  been  "on  duty" 
for  several  years  past,  at  a  certain  garden  in  Baltimore, 
even  every  Sunday  afternoon  preceding  our  elections, 
will  take  a  solemn  warning!  We  have  somewhere 
among  our  loose  pa])ers,  a  list  of  twenty-seven  persons, 
(we  tliink),  in  the  hire  of  the  general  government,  who 
attended  one  of  tiiose  Simday  meetings,  for  election- 
eering purposes;  and  if  this  paper  is  recovered  we 
siiull  publish  it  as  a  cautioti,  out  of  the  great  love  that 
we  have  for  them,  lli.it  lliey  may  not  be  "reformed."  It 
was  on  a  matter  concerning  a  state  election,  and  the  list 
was  made  on  the  s()ot  bv  persons  whose  names  will  pass 
for  as  much  as  those  of  the  "honorable"  gentlenjen  en- 
gaged in  the  modest  and  praiseworthy  work  of  Srmday 
afternooii — 'Undcr  "comrnand. " 
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Some  stupid  country  editor  lias  just  been  talkina^  large-  i 
about  tlie  recox'ered  West  India  irade.  Tliat  altaiibad  i 
befii  buried  in  tbw  "tomb  of  all  tbe  Capulets"  a  long 
uhile  ago.  It  had  an  epbernertd  effect,  and  lias  died — 
leaving  behind,  however,  an  aclnal  loss  of //;tf  West  In- 
dia trade,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  American  navigation,  and 
a  gain  in  favor  of  iJrilisii  navigalion.  'Ihe  man  must 
have  taken  one  of  old  "Hip  Van  Winkle's"  naps,  and,  if 
any  regard  is  paid  to  his  scrv.'ccs  in  this  malter,  some 
Avill  regret  that  he  did  not  sleep  on. 


Recent  "signs  of  tlie  times"  certaiidy  show  iis  that, 
tliough  "men  of  ^irinciple  accoi-ding  to  their  interest" 
have  considerably  increased,  and  that  the  democracy  of 
individnals  is  ap[)lauded  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
"i)lack  cockade"  which  once  adornid  their  hats — (the 
"greater  the  sinnei",  the  greater  the  saint"  is  the  jioliti- 
cal  ortliodow  of  this  day),  tlierc  is  a  revival  of  thinking 
among  tlie  people,  and  a  growing  disposition  manifested, 
by  tliem,  to  attend  to  tiieir  own  affairs  If  this  increases 
as  it  ought — liie  trade  of  politics  will  rapidly  decline. 

A  Gordian  knot  has  been  cut!  The  soldier  who  kill- 
ed Owens  in  Alabama,  has  deserted,  and  the  officer  who 
commanded,  has  given  bond  for  his  appearance  at  court. 

We  have  received  from  a  friend  at  Washington  a  copy 
of  a  work  of  122  pages  8vo.  to  which  are  added  several 
plates,  entitled,  a  "Manual  on  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar 
cane  and  the  fabrication  and  refinement  of  sugar.  Pre- 
])ared  under  the  dii-ection  of  the  hon.  secretai-y  of  the 
treasury  in  com[)liance  with  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  January  25,  1830."  This  com])ilation 
was  made  by  Mr.  B.  Siiliman,  on  personal  examination 
into  the  facts  by  liimself  and  Messrs.  C.  U.  Shepard,  O. 
P.  Hubbard  and  B.  S.  Siiliman,  and,  we  doubt  not,  is  a 
valuable  treatise. 

An  anti -slavery  convention  was  recently  held  sit  Philadel- 
phia, of  which  Mr.  Garrison  seems  to  have  been  the  leader. 
It  may  appear  large  upon  paper,  but  was  a  small  affair  in 
reality — something  like  Mr.  George  Kremer  represent- 
ing tbe  whole  state  of  Pennsylvania  in   the  convention 
held  at  Baltimore,  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency,  in  which  state  he  did  not  receive  a 
single  vole.     Things  which  may  be,  in  the  abstract,  ])er- 
fectly  right  in  themselves,  are  often  rendered  into  wrong, 
by  the  manner  or  turn   of  them.     It  is   said  that  even 
"truth  should  not  be  told  at  all   times."     When  a  man 
does  speak,   he   should,   certainly,  say   nothing  but  the 
truth  an<l  the  whole  truth;  but   it   is  not  required  of  an}'' 
one  that  he  should  be  always  proclaiming  what  he  knows 
— for  such  proclamations  may  do  much  more  harm  than 
the  knowledge  thereby    made    known    can   possibly    do 
good.     We  are  most  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
always  have  been  so— -but  would  not  increase  the  evil  by 
incautiously  meddling  with  it;  or  render  the  condition  of 
the  slaves  more  miserable  than  it  generally  is,  by  exciting 
their  owners  to  new  acts  of  oppression,  under  the  plea  of 
self-preservation.     There   is  no  constitutional   right  in 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  interfere  \n  pro- 
perty in  slaves.     The  states  are  not  colonies;  and,  in  this 
matter,  must  be  allowed  to  act  for  themselves— -and  be 
the  sole  judges  of  their  own  concerns. 

We  forgot  to  mention  in  our  last,  that  Nelson  Wallis 
and  Aurelia  Chase,  both  colored  persons,  were  executed 
at  Baltimore  on  Friday  tbe  20tli  inst.  the  first  for  a  rape 
of  a  very  atrocious  character,  and  the  second  for  delibe- 
rately poisoning  her  mistress  We  learn  that  the  crowd 
was  great — and  tliat  a  good  many  delicate  and  tender- 
hearted ladles,  with  otliers  of  a  less  equivocal  chai'acter, 
were  present;  but  also  tiiat  the  assembly  of  females  was 
less  numerous  than  usual  on  such  occasions,  and  we  are 
gli'td  to  hear  it. 

A  re-reform  has  taken  place  in  one  of  the  western  land 
offices — -suggested    as   being  caused   by   "scrip    specula- 
tions."    There  would  be  a  great  re-reform  at  Washixg- 
Tox,  if  speculators  were  cast  out  of  office.     But— 
"One  murder  makes  a  villain,  millions  a  hero." 


And  so  also  is  the  account  kept  between  little  specula- 
tors and  big  ones — the  first  are  knaves,  the  second^naTi- 
clers. 

Dr.  Coo])cr  has  resigned  tlie  presidency  of  the  college 
of  South  Carolina,  but  is  retiuned  as  the  lecturer  on  che- 
mistiy. 

TiiK  NAVY.  The  proposition  to  establish  the  rank  of 
admiral  is  revived.  We  cannot  see  any  rightful  objec- 
tion to  it,  but  find  many  ]-easuns,  as  herelolore  stated,  in 
favor  of  the  suggestion;  and  especially  on  this  account, 
that  our  naval  officers  ought  to  hold  rank  as  well  with 
their  iiielhren  of  the  army  at  home,  as  with  foreign  mi- 
litai'v  and  navid  oflicers  \\  hen  on  Ibreigii  stations.  The 
additional  expense,  of  itself,  would  be  inconsiderable. 
There  is  only  the  rank  of  napiidn.  in  our  service,  but  most 
of  the  captains  ai'e  dubbed  "commodoi-es,"  a  title  un- 
known to  our  lavvs,  and  without  any  relation  to  rank  in 
the  service,  except  that  persons,  at  one  lime  or  another, 
had  had  a  temi)oraiy  command  of  more  than  one  vessel, 
whether  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates  of  the  first  class,  or 
"gun-boats,"  and  manned  by  3  or  4,000,  or  30  or  40  men 
— "its  all  the  same."  Master  commandants  Perry  2^\\d. 
JMacdonoTigh,  as  cases  in  point,  were  "commodores"  be- 
fore they  arrived  at  the  rank  of  captain.  "Once  a  com- 
modore always  a  commodore."  We  think  that  this  title, 
as  a  grade,  might  be  jiroperly  established  by  law — if  so, 
the  misuse  of  it  would  soon  decline.  It  now  means 
"any  thing  or  nothing." 


"Free  trade!"  The  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
cotton  and  silk  piece  goods,  the  fabric  of  Bengal,  have 
signed  a  petition  to  the  king  in  council,  complaining  of 
the  import  of  the  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  into  Bengal 
without  any  protecting  duties,  while  raanufaetured  cot- 
tons are  charged  ten,  and  silks  twenty  per  cent,  on  im- 
portation into  Great  Britain;  and  praying  an  equality, 
eitVier  on  terms  of  free  trade  or  a  like  amount  of  duty. 

More  "free  trade."  One  hundred  and  fifty  casks  of 
bronzed  statues,  arrived  at  New  York  from  Liverpool, 
faithful  likenesses  of  Bonaparte,  Jackson,  Wellington, 
Van  Buren,  Swartwout,  Hamilton,  Biddle  and  other  dis- 
tinguished personages,  which  turned  out,  on  inspection, 
to  be  lead,  some  weighing  501bs.  The  bronzed  figures 
are  free  of  duty—- lead  pays  3  cents  per  lb.  The  whole 
will  be  seized,  confiscated  and  melted  down.  What  an 
amalgamation — let's  have  no  fighting  in  the  crucible. 

[Star. 

A  YATficET.  TRICK.  A  few  days  ago,  a  Yankee  spe- 
culator passing  through  this  towm,  purchased  a  negro 
woman  and  her  two  children  for  $700,  and  paid  for  them 
in  ten  cent  pieces,  at  eight  to  the  dollar;  thus  gaining  20 
cents  on  every  dollar,  making  a  clear  gain  in  the  whole 
trade  of  $140.  Is  this  not  a  sufficient  rtason  to  induce 
some  legislative  enactment  to  prevent  frauds  of  this 
kind''  [Columbia,  S.  C.  Times. 

[He  must  have  been  a  "Yankee"  of  course,  who  could 
discover  so  big  a  fool  at  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  as 
the  one  that  received  10  cents  for  12^,  in  the  price  of  a 
negro.  ] 

Public  works  or  Pennstlvaxta.  The  following  is 
the  amount  estimated  this  year  to  finish  the  public  works 
now  contracted  for: 

Piiiladelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road,. ..  .$804,895  58 

Portage  rail  road, 365,846  S5 

Beaver  division, 57,041   36 

Franklin  line, 94,398  05 

Wvoming  line, 17,321   58 

Lvcoming  line, 301,149  08 

Offices,  &c.  for  lock  keepers, 100,000  00 

Repairs, 475,000  00 

Damages, 49,328  00 

$2,265,000  00 
131,397  00 


Steam  engines,  horses,  Sec. 


Total  estimate, .$2,396,396  00 

[We  believe  the  year  referred  to  commences  on  the  1st 
of  November.] 
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rail  road,  begun 
in  1826. 

1830^27,012  90 
1831  38,241  20 
1839    55,250  22 


Cajtaxs.  The  following  table  will  exhibit  the  increase 
of  tolls  on  the  Schuylkill  and  New  York  canals,  from  year 
to  year,  showing  a  gradual  increase  until  the  stock  ot  the 
Schuylkill  navigation  company  has  advanced  to  one  hun- 
dred and  two  dollars  in  the  market,  for  fifty  dollars  a 
share  that  was  originally  paid;  and  the  tolls  received  by 
New  York  will  soon  extinguish  the  debt  she  incurred  in 
the  construction  of  her  canals. 

No  tolls  were  received  on  any  of  the  canals  for  the  first 
thi-ee  years  after  the  corameucement  of  their  construc- 
tion. .  „  ,  ,  J 
No.  years  Schuyl.  navi-  New  York  canals,  Pennsyl.  canal  and 
frmcom-  galion,  llO  m.  501  mila,  begun 
mence^nt    begun  in  1816.      in  1817. 

4th  year.  1819  Sl,202  16 

6tli  do.      1820  803  07     1820    $  5,437  34 

6lli  do.      1821       1,792  60     1821       24,386  85 

7tli  do.      1822       1,054  97     1822      64,071  83 

8lh  do.     1823      1,964  38    1823    153,099  46 

9lh  do.      1824  635  00     1824    340,642  22 

10th  do.  1825  15,775  74  1825  521,343  00 
nth  do.  1826  43,108  87  1826  750.759  00 
12th  do.  1827  58,149  74  1827  848,759  00 
13th  do.     1828    87,171  00     1828    897,265  00 

14th  do.  1829  120,039  00  1829  771,685  00 
loth  do.      1830  148,165  95     1830  1,059,922  00 

16lh  do.      1831  134,005  92    1831  1,223,802  00 

17th  up  to 

24th  Nov.  240,455  78  . 

In  1832,  there  was  500  miles  of  canal  and  rail  road,  in 

operation  in  Pennsylvania. 

BosTOX.  At  the  late  election  for  mayor,  gen.  Lyman 
received  3,650  votes,  Mr.  Sullivan  1,990  and  Mr.  Odiorne 
436.  The  former,  though  called  a  "Jackson  man,"  was 
elected — but  the  national  republican  candidates  for  alder- 
men are  all  chosen. 

Phixadelphia.  a  new  police  system  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  citv  council  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  to  consist  of 
A  corps  of  200  policemen,  organised  under  the  direction 
of  the  mayor  in  the  following  manner: 

Tiie  city  is  to  be  divided  into  four  districts  or  16  sec- 
tions, each  section  to  have  in  it  11  policemen  and  1  in- 
spector, and  a  permanent  station  house.  Over  each  dis- 
trict there  is  to  be  a  lieutenant,  and  cajitain  over  all.  The 
whole  force  thus  consists  of  1  captain,  4  lieutenants,  16 
inspectors  and  176  policemen;  besides  a  standard  addition 
of  4  policemen  and  1  clerk  for  the  mayor's  ofiice. 

The  monthly  pay  of  the  whole  body  is  $5,170, — mak- 
ing the  annual  cost  of  the  establishment  $62,040 — of 
which  the  Girard  estate  is  to  pay  $36,000.  To  these 
expenditures  are  to  be  added  those  of  keeping  up  the 
Btation  houses,  &c. 

A  NOVELTT.  Two  dead  -ivhales  lately  came  ashore  on 
Assateague  beach  in  this  county.  One  117  feet  in  length, 
and  the  other  87.  The  cause  of  their  death  is  not  ascer- 
tained. They  were  perfectly  whole  and  it  is  expected 
that  300  barrels  of  oil  will  be  obtained  from  the  large 
one.  [Snowhill  fJMd.J  JVlessenger. 

The  **jEFrEiisoNiAN"  newspaper,  at  Richmond,  has 
been  mei'ged  into  the  '■^Richmond  Whig.^'' 

Case  or  Robert  B.  Randolph.  We  are  among  those  wlio 
cannot  find  any  excuse  for  the  perponal  assault  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  though  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  been  rudely  dismissed  from  his  lieute- 
nancy in  the  navy,  and  harsiily  treated  with  respect  to  certain 
accounts,  as  the  temporary  successor  of  purser  Timberlake — 
yet  could  not  believe  that  the  pursuit  of  him,  that  possession 
might  be  obtained  of  his  person,  and  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings had  on  the  part  of  the  treasury  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  urging  the  claims  of  the  government  upon  him,  were  con- 
ducted in  a  right  spirit.  It  is  impossible  to  justify  such  assaults 
Upon  jtuhlic  officers — their  persons  must  be  respected  though 
their  acts  may  be  wrong,  else  there  is  an  end  to  the  dominion 
of  the  law,  and  civilized  society  is  dissolved;  hut  the  piincipl(! 
of  this  must  "work"  both  ways,"  and  the  public  power  should 
not  be  exerted  to  redress  personal  wrongs  sutTered,  as  some,  in 
this  case,  think  that  it  was— perhaps,  however  unjustly. 

The  case  against  Mr.  Randolph  was  brouglit  before  chief  jus- 
tice Marshall  and  judge  P.  P.  Barbour,  U.  S.  judge  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia,  a  few  days  since,  by  habeas  corpis, 
and  very  ably  argued  by  Mr.  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  in  reply  to  Mr.  John  Robertson.  He  was  fol- 
Jowefl  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Loigh,  on  the  part  of  the  applicant. 


The  counsel  for  the  applicant,  in  the  case  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus, supported  it  on  two  grounds— first,  that  the  act  of  congress 
under  which  the  prosecution  was  instituted  against  Robert  B. 
Randolph,  was  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States — 
and  secondly,  that  the  law  did  not  apply  to  him, as  he  was  not 
the  purser  or  an  oflicer  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

On  Saturday  last  the  chief  juotice  and  judge  Barbour  deliver- 
ed their  opinions,  directing  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Randoljih  from 
arrest— both  concurring.  These  opinions  will  be  speedily  pub- 
lislied,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  a  record  of  thein,  for 
they  go  to  the  establishment  of  some  great  principles. 

We  have  the  following  further  account  from  a  correspondent 
of  the  "Norfolk  Beacon:" 

"Lt.  Robert  B.  Randolph  was  discharged  to-day — the  opinion 
of  the  court  was  delivered  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  was  hailed 
with  acclamation  by  the  spectators.  A  gentleman  who  was 
present  inforined  me,  that  llie  chief  justice,  in  delivering  his 
opinion,  said,  that  as  the  constitntionaliiy  of  the  law  of  1820 
under  which  the  dl-tress  warrant  against  Randolph  was  issued, 
had  been  made  a  point  in  the  case,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  say 
that  he  believed  the  law  uncnnslitutional,  but  waiving  that 
question,  the  case  would  go  off  on  other  grounds.  1st  point 
was,  that  Randolph  was  not  an  o/icer,  within  the  meaning  and 
intent  olthe  law  of  1620,  being  only  an  acting  purser.  2d.  That 
his  accounts  having  been  settled  by  Mr.  4lh  auditor  Watkins,  it 
was  not  competent  for  Mr.  4lh  auditor  Kendall,  to  re-open  his 
accounts;  and  3d,  that  a  distress  warrant  could  not  he  issued 
upon  a  disputed  case  in  the  settlement  of  accounts;  but  could 
only  be  issued  legally,  for  an  unpaid  balance  due  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  Richmond  Compiler  also  says  that  the  opinions  of  chief 
justice  Marshall  and  judge  Barbour  were  listened  to  with  the 
deepest  attention,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  received  "with 
the  most  evident  delight"  and  "an  outward  and  noisy  demon- 
stration of  the  gratification  of  the  audience." 

South  Carolina.  A  bill  has  passed  the  senate,  to 
prohibit  the  teaching  of  slaves  or  free  persons  of  color  to 
read  or  to  write.  Its  provisions  are  very  strong.  "A  white 
person  teaching  a  slave  or  free  person  of  color  to  read  or 
write  is  subject  to  a  fine  of  $100,  and  six  months  impri- 
sonment, and  a  free  person  teaching,  is  subjected  to  fifty 
lashes  and  a  fine  of  $50,  and  a  slave  leaching  will  receive 
fifty  lashes.  No  slave  or  free  person  ot  color  is  hereaf- 
ter to  be  allowed  to  preach  or  lecture.  No  while  person 
is  to  preach  or  lecture  to  slaves  or  free  colored,  except  in 
the  presence  of  not  less  than  three  white  slave  holders." 


The  hoosieh.  A  new  paper  with  this  tiile  has  lately 
been  commenced  in  Greencastle,  Indiana,  by  J.  B.  Ray, 
late  governor  of  that  state.  The  following  account  of 
the  origin  of  the  term  which  forms  the  somewhat  ec- 
centric title  of  the  new  paper,  and  which  is  now  iii 
frequent  use  to  designate  the  citizens  of  the  slate,  we 
find  in  the  Pittsburgh  Statesman: 

HooHier — the  Hoosier  state.  The  good  citizens  of  our 
sister  slate  (Indiana),  h;tve  been  called  Hoosiers  for  some 
time  past  at  home  and  abroad;  sometimes  honorably  and 
sometimes  the  reverse.  As  the  ternn  has  become  general, 
it  is  high  time  that  its  origin  and  definition  should  be  as 
generally  known.  Before  that  section  of  the  publiclands 
was  regularly  surveyed,  many  families  located  and  were 
called  squatters.  The  surveyors  on  finding  one  of  these 
would  ask,  who's  here  ^  and  jdrnce  the  name  on  their  map. 
The  question  became  so  familiar  that  on  the  first  view  of 
the  smoke  of  a  cahin,  the  exclamation  of  another  "who's 
Ijgpg?"  became  equally  so,  until  it  eventuated  in  the 
general  term  of  Hoosier. 

TWENTY- THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  ^3.  Mr.  John  Black,  elected  a  senator  from  Missis- 
itippi  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last,  appeared  and  look 
his  seat. 

Amonff  the  petitions  presented  we  notice  the  following: 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  petition  from  hardware  uh  rclianis  of 
New  York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  certain  articles 
s|)ecified,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures. 

Also,  the  petition  of  certain  importers  of  hardware  of  New 
York,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff  act  of  1833,  which  waa 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Kim^  presented  a  memoiial  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  con- 
cerning the  settlers  on  the  public  lands;  whit  h  was  leferred  to 
the  connnittee  on  the  public  lands,  ;nid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  also,  a  memorial  of  the  legislature  of 
Mirisouri,  prayina  that  the  public  lands  may  be  brought  into 
market;  which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  the  inhabit()nts  of  Pitts- 
burgh, praying  that  congiess  would  putcbae«  the  slock  of  th« 
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Louisville  and  Portland  canal;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  eaiial;^. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  fVcbster  on  Thurs- 
day, was  taken  up  lor  eonsideration; 

Resolved,  That  llie  coinrnittee  on  naval  affairs  he  instrncted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passiiij;  a  law  lor  preventing, 
as  far  as  may  be,  accidents  to  vessels  employed  on  the  lortijjn 
or  coastwise  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from  explosion  by 
steam. 

[Mr.    yVebster,   at  considerable   length,   suggested   what  he 
thought  might  be  legally  done   with   respect  to  this  important 
subject,  but  as  we  may  soon  expect  a  lull  report  from  the  com 
mittee  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred,   his  remarks  are, 
for  the  present  omitted.     Alter  many   provisions  lor  the  safety 
ofsuch  navigation,  he  suggested  severe  punishments  and  a  for 
feiture  of  property  in  the  boat  on  board  of  which  lives  should  be 
lost,  unless  on  proof  furnished  by  the  party  that  all  the  requisi 
lions  of  the  law  had  been  complied  with,  and  that  the  accident 
was  one  that  could  not  have  been  foreseen  and  provided  against. 
He  would   not,  in  any   way,  tolerate  steam  boat  racing;  and 
would  absolutely  prohibit  the  transportation  of  gun-powder  on 
board  of  passage  vessels.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Benton. 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to  and  referred.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  the  special  order  concerning  what 
is  commonly  called  the  "Force  Bill,*'  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day the  6th  of  January  next. 

Tho  chair  having  called  the  second  special  order,  being  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  expressed  his  regret  that  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  asking  a  postponement  of  a  subject  on  which  the 
unexampled  pressure  upon  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, rendered  prompt  action  and  early  decision,  so  important. 
He  had  made  a  call  last  week  for  some  papers,  which  he  consi- 
dered to  be  indispensable;  and  he  had  hoped  that  tlie  informa- 
tion ask(!d  for  them,  and  under  a  previous  call,  would  have  been 
furnished  before  to  day.  especially  as  the  documents  had  been 
commented  on  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  must  there- 
fore, be  in  his  possession.  The  information  however,  had  not 
J'et  reached  the  senate,  although  the  road  from  the  department 
to  the  capitol  had  been  so  much  improved.  Regarding  the  cor 
respondence  of  Mr.  Crawford  as  necessary  to  a  full  elucidation 
of  the  subject,  he  was  comp-illed  to  make  a  further  poslpona- 
ment. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  stating  that  he  thought 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  would  find  all  he  required  in  the 
printed  documents,  and  adverting  to  the  great  space  cover«d  by 
the  call,  as  an  excuse  for  the  delay  in  furnishing  the  information. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  that  he  had  looked  through  a  great  deal 
of  the  correspondence  which  was  printed,  without  finding  any 
passages  to  bear  out  the  constructions  of  the  secretary.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  found  much  bearing  a  totally  opposite  con- 
struction; and  he  thought  it  but  fair  that  the  secretary  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  the  letters  to  which  he 
had  referred.  He  wished  to  proceed  tomorrow,  or  Christmas 
day,  if  the  information  should  be  furnished;  but  as  the  senate 
would  not  sit  on  Christmas  day,  he  would  fix  on  the  day  after 
Christmas. 

The  order  to  postpone  until  Thursday  was  then  agreed  to. 

Some  minor  business  being  attended  to,  the  senate  wont  into 
the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

December  ^A.  Mr.  Poind exlcr,(rQm  the  committee  on  public 
lands,  made  a  re|)orl  on  the  memorial  of  the  slate  of  Missouri, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  that  state;  which  report  was  ad- 
ver.«!e  to  the  prayer  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri, 
on  the  subject  of  registering  the  patents  to  public  lands;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Kent  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  which  was  read  a  first  lime,  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  and  directed  to  be  printed: 

Resologd,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rejnesentatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  two-thirds  of 
both  houses  concurring,  That  the  following  article  be  proposed 
to  the  legislatures  oflhe  several  states,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of 
the  constitution. 

When  a  bill,  whicii,  having  passed  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  shall  be  returned  by  the  pre.'-idenlof  the  United 
States,  with  his  objections,  upon  the  reconsideration  thereof,  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  shall  again 
pass  such  bill,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  president, 
it  shall  become  a  law,  and  the  reqiiisiiion  of  two  thirds  in  such 
case,  according  to  the  existing  coiisiitutioii,  is  revoked. 

A  joint  resolution  was  received  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, to  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  JiTaije  moved  to  concur  in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  motion,  urging  as  a  reason,  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  country,  and  the  necessity  of  prompt 
legislation,  in  order  to  relieve  the  public  distresses. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  concur,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  18. 

The  other  proceedings  of  the  day  will  sufficiently  appear 
hereafter.  The  senate  spent  some  time  in  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

December  ^Q.  The  senate  met  according  to  adjournment — 
and,  after  one  or  two  small  matters  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr. 


Clay  rose  and  commenced  n  strong  and  powerful  speech,  oa 
certain  resolutions  recently  offered  by  him  oti  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites — the  first  of  which  pronounces  that 
the  president,  in  this  matter,  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
not  granted  to  him  by  the  constiiuiioii  and  laws — and  the  se- 
cond, that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  for  the  remo- 
val oflhe  deposites  are  unsatisfactory  and  iiikufhcient. 

The  report  of  his  speech,  on  the  first  rcsoluticm,  fills  six  co- 
lumns and  a  half  of  the  "National  Intelligencer,"  and  it  being 
understood  that  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded  the  first  part  of  his 
speech,  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HODSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  19.  [Further  notice  of  proceedings.]  Mr. 
Campbell  P.  White,  Mr.  Gorhum,  Mr.  White,  of  Louisiana,  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Pinckney,  Mr.  Baridtz,  Mr.  Turner,  were  appointed 
a  committee  lo  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  directors 
of  the  mint,  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  coins  and  the 
relative  value  thereof,  and  the  valuation  of  the  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins  in  circulation  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Connor,  Mr.  Blair,  (S.  C.)  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Mann,  (Pa.) 
Mr.  Kavunagh,  Mr.  Schley,  Mr.  Lee,  (N.  J.)  were  appointed  a 
committee,  to  which  were  referred  the  papers  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  assay  oflicers,  in  the  gold  regions  of  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  called  up  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
laid  by  him  on  the  table  yesterday,  going  to  rescind  so  much  of 
the  rules  of  the  house  as  permits  the  admission  of  every  person 
to  the  floor  oflhe  house,  who  shall  be  introduced  by  the  speak- 
er or  by  a  member.  The  resolution  was  accordingly  taken  up 
for  consideration,  and  a  somewhat  lively  debate  occurred. 

Mr.  ^dams  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  as  similar  facilities  were  granted  by  European  go- 
vernments to  our  citizens  when  abroadj  it  would  be  gratifying 
that  we  should  be  able  to  reciprocate  such  attentions  to  stran- 
gers of  respectability  when  visiting  our  seat  of  government. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  constrained  to  advocate  the  amendment  in 
self  defence.  He  had  scarcely  heard  one  word  of  what  fell 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  was  actually 
obliged  to  consult  the  papers  next  morning  to  discover  what 
had  been  done  in  the  house. 

[We  hope  our  readers  will  mark  this  fact,  as  it  claims  their 
indulgence  for  occasional  failures  on  the  part  of  reporters  cor 
reclly  to  L'ive  what  is  said  by  the  members  in  debate. — Nat.  Jnt.J 

Mr.  IFAiA/iesei/ explained  his  motives  in  offering  the  amend- 
ment, which  had  respect  solely  to  the  greater  facility  of  doing 
the  public  business,  which  was  now  much  interrupted  by  the 
crowd  of  strangers  admitted  into  the  lobbies  of  this  house. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  PFAi/fieseiy's  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilde  then  moved  further  to  amend  the  rule  respecting 
admission,  so  as  to  strike  out  the  words  "treasurer,  comptroller, 
register,  auditor." 

Mr.  Ward  called  on  him  for  a  reason  why  these  officers 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  PFiWe  said  he  should  go  into  no  discussion,  on  the  old 
maxim,  "de  minimis  non  curat  lex:"  and  as  to  a  refison  why 
they  should  he  taken  out  of  the  rule,  it  was  sufficient  to  say, 
that  he  never  had  been  able  to  discover  why  they  were  ever 
put  in. 

Mr.  Wilde^s  proposed  amendment  did  not  prevail. 

A  large  number  of  reports  from  different  committees,  on  pri- 
vate bills  or  local  matters  were  received. 

Friday,  Dec.  20.  After  the  usual  morning  business  had  been 
attended  to — 

The  sjjeafcer  presented  the  following  report  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  public  buildings,  viz: 

Office  of  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings, 
Washington.  Dec.  I6th.  1833. 
To  the  hon.  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  act  of  March  the  3d,  1829,  "making 
appropriations  for  the  public  buildings  and  other  purposes,"! 
have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  expenditures  of  the  current 
year,  under  my  direction,  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

Alterations  and  repairs  in  the  capitol,       -  ^12,260  'lO 

do.  president's  house,  -  -  500  00 

Improving  capitol  square,  ...     2,20257 

do.  president's  square,  -  -         14.660  00 

Pennsylvania  avenue,        -  -  -  102,579  35 

Conveying  water  to  the  capitol,  -  -        13,879  91 

do.  to  public  offices,        .  -  .     9,584  73 

Paving  terrace  and  foot  way,  -  -        11,7.59  00 

Enclosing  and  improving  public  grounds,  -    6,499  72 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ELGAR. 

The  speaker  \hen  said  that  there  wanted  but  a  few  minutes  of 
the  expiration  of  the  hour,  when  the  house,  according  to  a 
standing  rule  for  the  day  [Friday]  would  pass  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills.  He  should  proceed  to  call  for  resolutions, 
unless  tiie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDufHe] 
chose  to  move  for  the  unfinished  business,  and  resume  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Mc.  Dm/^c  declining— resolutions  were  called. 

Among  the  resolutions  offered  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Stewarty  of  Pennsylvania,  which  lies  on  the  table  one 
day. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  thia  house  the  reports  of  cols.  Albert  and  Kearney, 
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and  also  the  recent  report  of  capl.  Wm.  Gibbs  McNeill,  of  the  ■ 
corps  of  topograpliical  engineers,  on   ilie   plan,  conblruciioDj 
<;ost3  and  actual  conciilion  ol'  the  Chesapeake  and  Oliio  canal. 
Mr.  Selden  subinilted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  he  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill,  requiring  the  couiniissioncra  of  liie  sinkuig 
fund  forthwith  to  purchase,  or  otherwise  redeem  the  live  per 
cent,  stocks  of  tlie  United  States,  and  directing  the  secretary  of 
g,ke  treasury  fron»  time  to  time  to  place  under  the  control  of  said 
xiomniAssioners  such  funds  not  oilierwise  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  government  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  object, 
and  in  case  of  deficiency  to  sell  so  much  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the  government  as  will 
.enable  them  to  complete  the  purchase. 

After  many  other  resolutions,  of  various  character — 
The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  clear- 
.ed  the  calendar  of  the  private  bills  ready  to  be  acted  upon,  pas- 
sing them  through  the  committee  of  the  whole,  &c. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims,  ex- 
plained on  several  of  the  bills  where  explanation  was  desired, 
exhibiting  his  usual  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and 
grounds  of  the  claims  submitted  to  the  committee  over  which 
iie  presides. 

After  getting  through  these  bills,  the  house  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

Monday  Dec.  23.  A  variety  of  petitions  and  memorials  were 
presented  and  referred  this  day,  among  which 

Mr.  fVm.  Cost  Johnson  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Rockville,  in  Montgomeiy  county,  Rlary- 
Jand^jiu  which  they  pray  the  aid  of  the  general  goveninipnt  to 
construct  a  McAdamized  turnpike  road  from  Rockville  to  the 
Monocacy  river,  a  distance  of  twenty- four  miles,  which  is  the 
.only  unpaved  part  of  the  great  mail  route  from  the  capitol 
43f  ihe  nation  to  the  western  states;  which  was  referred. 

A  number  of  private  bills  weru  reported  and  referred  to  differ- 
jent  committees. 

Many  resolutions  were  offered  and  agreed  to  or  referred — 
generally  of  a  private  or  local  nature. 

After  which  Mr.  McDufflc  resumed  his  speech,  but,  at  about 
half  past  3  o'cloels  concluded  his  remarks  that  the  house  might 
adjourn. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  24.  Mr.  E.  Everett  called  up  his  joint  resolu- 
•tioH  that  both  houses  should  adjourn  until  Monday  next.  It 
was  agreed  to,  and  sent  to  the  senate,  [which  refused  to  con- 
cur]. The  house  then,  agreed  to  adjouia  to  Friday,  when  it 
should  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which,  un- 
.der  a  rule  of  the  house,  lies  one  day  on  the  table  before  being 
acted  upon: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incompatible,  in  his 
opinion,  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
given  to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  relative  to  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and 
such  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession,  touching  the 
prospect  of  an  aboliiion,  by  the  Spanish  government,  of  the 
discriminating  duties  referred  to  in  his  message. 

Resolved,  TJiat  the  president  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  house  a  statement  of  the  discriminating  duties  levied 
upon  American  vessels  in  the  inlands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico; 
and,  also,  of  the  duties  now  imposed  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  upon  articles  imported  from  those  islands. 

Mr.  Duncan  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which,  under 
a  rule  of  the  house,  lies  one  day  on  tlie  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requested  to 
■communicate  to  this  house,  whether  any  attempts  have  been 
made  to  evade  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  by  the  in- 
Iroduclion  of  lead  in  58  lb.  weights,  in  statues,  or  in  any  other 
form,  and  whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  revenue,  and  the  manufacturers  of  lead. 

Many  other  resolutions  were  offered,  and  variously  disposed 
of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, ^t  was 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  bo  appointed  to  be  called 
the  committee  on  patents  granted  for  useful  inventions. 

Twenty four  private  bills  were  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate.     And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
—•>►♦»  ®  ©<♦«—» 

PENNSYLVANIA  POLITICS. 
On  the  7th  histaiit,  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  met  in 
convention— to  elect  a  senatorof  the  United  States,  when  three 
Jjallotslook  place  as  follows: 


1st 

2<r 

3d 

Samuel  MeKean, 

65 

65 

74 

Henry  A.  Muhlenberg, 

13 

0 

0 

James  Buchanan, 

7 

9 

5 

Thomas  [{.  Crawford, 

12 

21 

19 

Willliarn  Clark, 

91 

25 

28 

Adam  King, 

8 

1 

1 

■Garrick  Mallarv, 

7 

7 

3 

William  Orbison, 

3 

2 

0 

Richard  Rush, 

3 

3 

0 

William  J.  Duiine, 

1 

0 

0 

So  Samuel  McKean  was  elected  a  senator  for  six  years  from 
the  3d  of  March  last,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dallas,  whose  period 
of  service  had  expired. 


We  add  a  few  selections  from  the  "democratic"  papers,  pub- 
lished a  few  weeks  ago — as  curiosities: 

From  the  Lancaster  Journal.  '•We  cannot  think  it  po?=}l)Ie 
that  a  man  so  decidedly  hostile  to  both  the  |)rt■sid^•nt  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  as  generni  McKean  has,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  shown  himself  to  be,  will,  or  indeed 
can,  be  elected  to  the  seniiie  of  the  United  States,  by  a  [tarty 
professedly  f)ien(^ly  to  the  administration  of  the  general  govi^rn- 
rneiit.  It  is  enungii  that  a  man  so  obnoxious  to  a  large  pfrrtimi 
of  the  party,  is  t(jler;itfd  in  the  state  covernrnent,  where  he  now 
is;  and  the  oj^rce  holders  under  the  state  government,  who  are 
urging  his  election  to  the  senate,  had  belter  be  conti.'nt — or, 
they  may  sow  in  llie  wind,  and  reap  in  the  whirlwind." 

From  the  comph^xion  of  the  returns  of  the  members  elected 
to  our  state  legislature,  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  a<.'n.  McKean 
will  be  penniiled  t<>  renuiin  where  he  is,  and  a  real  friend  of  the 
iidminislration  at  Washington  will  be  sent  to  represent  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  Pittsliurs.h  Mercury.  The  Pennsylvanian  is  of  opi- 
nion that  our  next  United  States  senator  will  he  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing [tersons — Duane,  Dallas,  Henty  Horn,  Buchanan  or 
Muhlenlnirg.  The  Blairsville  Record  says — "Either  of  them 
will  do — none  better."    Good! 

From  the  Pennsylvanian.  We  invite  attention  to  the  pro- 
ceedinsis  of  the  meeting  at  Willkinisport.  They  indicate  any 
thing  but  the  success  of  general  McKean. 

We  might  add  many  others,  out  of  some  scraps  that  we  had 
laid  aside — but  these  are  enough. 

The  "by  authority"  press  in  several  other  states  was  hnsy. 
The  Chamhershnrgh  Telegraph  having  warmly  recommended 
Mr.  Crawford,  one  of  those  above  voted  for,  the  Globe  said — 

Witliout  subjecting  ourselve.=5  to  the  imputation  of  interfer- 
ence in  the  local  elections  of  Pennsylvania,  we  trust  we  may 
be  permitted  to  add  onr  testimony  to  that  of  the  Franklin  Tele- 
graph and  Harrisbnrs  Reporter,  in  favor  of  the  fiersonal  and  po- 
litical worth  of  Mr.  Crawford.  Pennsylvania,  we  sincerely  be- 
lieve, never  had  a  more  amiable,  excellent  or  popular  represen- 
tative at  Washington,  than  Mr.  Crawford.  He  showed  himself 
true  to  his  friends — to  his  constituents  and  the  administration; 
and  secured  the  respect  of  the  honest  men  of  all  parties. 

From  the  Somerset  (N.  J.)  Messenoer.  Gen.  RIcKean,  a  pro- 
minent man  in  Pennsylvania,  who  has  had  his  eyes  fixed  wist- 
fully upon  the  senator's  seat  for  some  years,  and  who  came 
within  a  fraction  of  being  elected,  last  winter,  appears  to  be 
losing  ground  with  the  people.  They  suspect  his  political  in- 
tegrity, and  accuse  him  of  being  the  insiigatorof  those  measures 
which  placed  that  state  in  such  a  ridiculous  attitude  pending 
the  late  presidential  election.     He  will  not  be  elected. 

Since  the  election  of  gen.  McKean. 
From  the  Pennsylranian  of  Dec.  11.  We  invite  attention  to 
the  letter  of  our  Harrisburg  correspondent.  His  assertions  in 
respect  to  general  McKean,  we  know  to  be  correct.  He  is  op- 
posed to  the  United  Stales  bank,  and  uncommitted  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  national  convention.  That  he  will  go  with  the  general 
administration,  we  have  no  doubt,  and  prove  an  unflinching 
friend  through  any  storm  that  may  arise.  The  nationals  have 
rejoiced  prematurely;  the  new  senator  will  hold  no  alliance 
with  them.  Gen.  McKean  knows  the  sentiments  of  democratic 
Pennsylvania,  and  will  endeavor  to  fulfil  their  wishes. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Herald.  "This  result  (the  election  of 
lien.  McK.)  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It  is  a  verdict  passed  by 
the  democracy  on  the  qnestion  agitated  in  connection  with  the 
senatorial  election.  Samnel  McKean  has  been  elected  as  an  O])- 
■ponenl  of  Martin  Van  Bvren,  as  an  enemy  of  the  national  con- 
vention, as  a  foe  to  the  kitchen  cabinet.  Every  means  within  the 
reach  of  the  office  holders  was  arrayed  to  prostrate  him:  and 
when  that  was  found  inelfectual,  threats  and  persuasions  were 
used  to  procure  from  him  an  avowal  of  friendship,  an  expression 
of  regret  for  his  past  opposition;  any  thine  in  short,  that  would 
justify  their  support  of  him.  HE  REFUSED.  He  stood  firm 
by  his  principles,  and  the  deniociaey  of  the  lecislature  stood 
firmly  by  him.  The  opposition,  maddened  by  his  intrepid  defi- 
ance of  their  menaces,  and  his  determined  stand  on  the  subject 
of  a  national  convention,  ledouhled  their  exertions.  Von  al- 
ready have  the  result;  and  can  measure  the  strenath  of  the  Al- 
bany regency  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  down — doicn  forever. 
Pennsylvania  stands,  as  she  has  ever  stood,  erect  and  indepen- 
dent,. She  will  nev(!r  be  harnessed  to  the  car  of  the  Albany  re- 
gency: and  those  who  hnv(»  essayed  to  deirrade  and  humiliate 
her,  may  turn  their  attention  elsewhere.  Here  they  are  forever 
defeated." 

From  the  Pennsylvnnian  of  Dec.  14.  No  politician  could  de- 
sire a  better  opportunity  for  redeenins  himself  from  the  slurs  of 
opponents,  and  for  placin-;  himself  hich  in  the  affections  of  hi3 
constituents,  than  that  which  is  afforded  by  the  position  in  which 
g(>neral  McKean  now  stands.  He  will  at  once  redeem  hintself 
from  every  sii^spicion,  4)y  showing  that  he  is  deterniined  tore- 
present  tin;  will  of  Pennsylvania,  known  directly  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  distilled  through  any  alembic.  They  will  appreci- 
att;  and  honor  a  straight  forward  course.  Firm  and  consistent 
themselves,  they  desire  those  qiialilics  in  their  representatives, 
though  it  is  iu)t  always  their  good  fortune  to  have  such  reason- 
able desires  gratified.    The  mongrel  opposition  claim  general 
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MuKfitii — each  petty  interest  claims  him.  It  now  r( mains  with 
him  t(»  siiow  the;  validity  of  their  chiiuis.  }1<;  hcloii";?*  to  liie 
|)e()|ile — tlioy  wlio  by  a  tnunipliaiit  majority  oltwenly  live  thou- 
t^aud,  tauglil  the  bank  faction  tin;  dilfcrence  between  virtue  und 
money. 

The  PiUshurgh  Advocate  publishes  a  letter  from  Harrisburji^h, 
whitli  spiiaJiiiig  of  liie  (Section  of  gen.  McKeuii  saysi — Conii- 
denliy  as  I  antici|)ated  lliis  result,  1  was  not  prepared  for  so 
decisive  a  triumph;  as  it  is,  Mr.  McKean  owes  mucli  of  hij 
success  to  the  foi  luilous  circumstance  of  iht^  n.imesof  liis  friendi 
bi'inu  the  first  called,  as  the  election  was  to  the  very  last  doubt- 
ful, and  few,  very  few,  vvi-re  commiited  in  favor  of  «utlier  can 
didate  unlii  the  time  came  v\  hen  they  were  called  upon  for  their 
vole.*,  which  were  i^iven  in  many  instances  with  fear  and 
trembling.  'J'iie  result  has  made  many  dough  faces  here,  as  it 
will  doubtless  with  you.  The  embassy  from  the  empire  state 
aie  busily  engaiied  swearing  and  packing  up;  no  doubt  can  now 
be  entertained  of  ;i  general  blow  up  Itetween  tlie  friends  and 
enemies  of  the  "little  niayieian."  'I'he  naii(mal  republican 
Ktrenglb  went  with  the  friends  of  IMr.  iMcKean.  Mr.  Rush  re- 
ceived three  voles  on  the  first  ballot,  two  on  the  second,  and 
none  on  tin;  third — a  good  earnest  ot  the  estimation  in  which  he 
is  now  held  even  by  that  party  in  whose  arms  lie  has  tiirovvn 
liimself. 

From  the  (Pittsburgh)  Alleghany  Democrat.  "We  cannot 
repress  our  exultation  at  the  election  of  general  McKean  to  the 
United  States  senate.  He  was  bitterly  ojyposed  by  a  set  of  would 
be  dictators,  in  this  city — and  we  feel  oralified  at  their  discomfi- 
ture. Senator  McKcan,  we  feel  conitident,  will  ably  and  faith 
fully  represent  the  interest  of  his  constituents.  Let  the  disap 
pointed  junto  carp  at  his  election — they  will  procure  no  sym()a- 
Ihy  from  ihe  public.  This  is  the  first,  and,  unless  they  mend  their 
ways,  not  the  last  defeat  they  luill  lament.'' 

The  Pennsylcanian  of  the  \2th  December,  after  many  "wise 
saws,'-  and  a  quotation  from  the  "Harrisbnrgh  Repoiter"  which 
is  said  to  be  a'-deinocratic  paper  ofgreat  influence,"  observes — 

'The  Reporter  dots  not  speak  unadvisedly.  From  its  advan- 
tageous position,  it  speaks  at  least  semi  officially.  And  now 
liaving  sustained  our  former  assertions,  we  are  content  to  leave 
the  full  proof  to  gen.  McKean's  senatorial  course.  The  lines 
in  that  body  are  fully  and  fairly  drawn.  Every  man  must  show 
at  once  where  he  stands,  and  with  whom  lie  will  strive  in  the 
contest.  Gen.  MeKe.au  knows  well  wliat  tiie  people  <»f  Penn- 
sylvania expect  from  him." 

"The  declarations  made  by  the  letter  writer  from  Harrisburgh 
in  many  of  our  city  papers,  are  laughi  d  at  by  the  members  of 
both  houses.  We  know  that  Mr.  McKean  is,  and  ever  has 
been  opposed  to  the  United  States  bank — he  approves  of  the 
removal  of  tin;  deposites,  and  will,  in  short,  go  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  every  thing,  national  convention  and  all.  What 
say  the  lo  Iriumphc  gentry  to  that.?" 

[We  might  add  several  pages  of  similar  mntter.  If  the  world 
had  been  coming  to  an  end,  the  subject  would  have  hardly  been 
of  more  exciting  interest  than  was  the  election  of  Mr.  McKcan 
among  the  "men  of  principle  according  to  their  interest" /)0- 
liticians  of  Pennsylvania;  but  upon  the  top  of  the  whole  we 
have  the  following.] 

To  the  editors  of  the  American  Sentinel. 

Gentlemen — Truly  sensible  of  the  limited  importance  due  to 
my  opinions  on  the  prominent  topics  which  are  beginning  to 
agitate  the  public  mind  in  reference  to  ulterior  results,  I  un- 
feignedly  regret  the  necessity  of  thus,  under  my  own  signature, 
contradicting  an  assertion  calculated  to  exhibit  me  to  public 
view  as  vacillating  upon  a  point  on  which  I  supposed  there 
could  b!i  no  doubt — I  allude  to  that  portion  of  a  letter  purport- 
ing to  have  emauattd  from  a  responsible  source  at  Harrisburgh, 
and  published  in  a  Philadelphia  paper  of  yesterday,  stating  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  national  convention  for  the  purjiose  of  nomi- 
nating a  candidate  for  the  tiext  presidency.  The  assertion  is 
wholly  gratuitous  and  without  foundation.  In  reference  to 
that  subject,  I  have  held  but  one  lan^iuage  at  all  times,  and  on 
all  occasions,  and  to  all  p  arsons,  whether  friends  or  opponents: 
I  am,  and  always  have  been,  decidedly  and  unequivocally  op- 
posed to  this  singular  innovation  upon  the  establislied  usages  of 
the  democratic  party,  and  adverse  to  the  consummation  of  the 
single  atid  especial  object  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  it.  In 
ha.ste.  f  am  your  obedient  servant,  SAMUEL  McKEAN. 

Washington  city,  December  15,  1833. 

From,  the  Pennsylvanian,  December  19. 

PENNSYLVANIA.  ERECT — NATIONAL  CONVENTION!! 

Convention  of  the  democratic  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  le- 
gislature. 
At  a  convention  of  the  democratic  members  of  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
setnbled  at  the  state  capitol  at  Harrisburg  on  Monday  the  16lh 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1833 — in  pursuance  of  notice.  The 
convention  was  organized  by  electing  Thos.  Ringland,  esq.  of 
Washington  county,  speaker  of  the  senate,  president,  and  Da- 
vid S.  Has:;iimton,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Thomas  J.  lies- 
ton  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  William  Robinson,  jr.  of  the 
county  of  Alleghany,  and  Thomas  S.  Cunninaham,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Mercer,  vice  presidents;  and  Wilber  Wortliington,  of  the 
county  of  Chester,  and  Charles  Penrose,  of  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, secretaries.  Whereupon,  the  following  resolutions 
were  offered  by  Thos.  H.  Crawford,  of  the  county  of  Franklin, 
considered,  and  adopted. 


Ret^olved,  That  this  meeting  npproves  of  the  nominnlion  of 
candidates  lor  the  olikes  of  proideui  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  national  convention,  to  be  compostdol  dele- 
gal(;s  from  the  several  slates  of  the  union. 

Rejoiced,  That  a  cominiltee  of  thiilecn  person.s  be  appointed 
by  liie  president  and  vice  presidents  to  draft  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  and  an  address  to  the  demu> 
cratic  republicans  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  tollowing  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  second  resolu- 
tion, Vv'as  th(!!i  appointed,  viz. 

Thos.  II.  Crawford  of  Franklin,  John  Klingen?mith,  jr.  of 
WcLnmoreland,  Francis  J.  Harper  of  Philadeli»liia  county,  John 
Dickey  of  Ijeavt^,  Henry  Pettiken  of  Centre,  John  Matheys 
of  Montgomery,  Jos.  Eiiix  of  Fayette,  Jacob  Stoe.ver  of  Lfdia- 
non,  Jacob  U.  Snyder  of  Berks,  John  R.  Donnell  of  York,  Jaf. 
Thom|)son  of  Venango,  Saml.  McKeehau  of  Cumberlandj  and 
Wm.  Piatt  of  Lycoming. 

On  motion  of  William  McCreery  of  Washincton,  it  was  then 
resolved,  that  when  this  meeting  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Thursday  evening,  next,  at  half  past  7  o'clock,  P.  M.;  and  that 
the  proceediiiL's,  sign(Mi  by  the  president,  vice  presidents  and  se. 
crelaries,  be  published  in  the  democratic  papers  in  Hariisburg, 
and  throughout  the  commonwealth. 
Adjouincd. 

THOMAS  RINGLAND,  Prea't. 
David  S.  Hassinger,     ^ 
Thos^J.  Heston  f    Viceprcs'ts. 

Wm.  Robinson,  Jr.         C  ^ 

Thos.  S.  Cunningham,  ) 
Wilmer  Wortliington,  >    ^     ,  - 
Charles  B.  Penrose,      I    ^^^  '■"^^• 

On  which  the  Pennsylvanian  remarks — 

The  key-stone  stale  now  stands  where  she  should.  The  ef- 
forts of  selfish  politicians,  artful  disorganisers,  and  disguised 
enemies,  are  turned  upon  tin  iiiselres! — The  democracy  of 
Pennsylvania  is  at  last  faithfully,  firmly  represented,  and  after 
tliis  decisive  movement,  she  will  assume  that  glorious  station 
in  tiie  galaxy  of  the  union  lo  which  her  merits  so  fully  entitle 
her. 

We  now  begin  a  new  era  in  Pennsylvania  politics.  The  un- 
ceasing labors  of  ihe  liiieral  party  are  at  last  successful. — 'J'he 
prouress  of  opinion  among  the  people  has  been  silent,  but  ra- 
pid, and  this  expression  is  no  more  than  a  fair  representation  of 
tlHMr  feelings  on  the  subject.  Their  motto  is  "state  nomina- 
tions   FOR   static  purposes — NATIONAL   NOMlNATIONg   FOR  ^■A 

tional  purposes!!" 
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from  various  sources— for  reference. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  now 

in  North  Carolina. 

"We  were  paid  oft'  the  other  day  in  Norfolk  (Va.)  bills,  to 

which  I  did  not  at  the  time  objiict,  because  I  d-id  not  know  how 

they  would  pass.     But  I  find  they  will  not  pass  at  all,  and  a  great 

pro|iortion  of  those  received  by  officers   here  have  been  sent 

back  for  exchange.     The;  mercliants  will  not  take  them,  and  of 

course  I  shall  remonstrate  atrainst  receiving  them  in  future,  in 

which  case  the  paymaster  will  have  to  transport  specie." 

This  is  one  of  the  great  national  results  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites.  [N.  Y.  papers. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  from  distant 
places,  bring  in  gold  and  silver,  and  United  States  bank  notes, 
and  sell  them  to  the  brokers,  and  take  currency  which  is  at 
one,  to  one  and  a  half,  and  two  per  cent,  discount,  and  maku 
their  payments  in  it.  This  is  one  of  a  thousand  benefits  that  re- 
suit  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  [Cincin.  D.  Adv. 

The  United  States  Gazette  says  that  a  person  at  Brownsville, 
Pa.  wishing  to  take  out  a  patent,  obtained  and  transmitted  a 
draught  on  the  office  of  the  bank  of  tl»e  U.  States  at  Washington, 
which  was  returned  from  the  patent  oflSce,  with  a  notice  that 
other  money  should  be  forwarded! 

It  is  stated  that  a  sudden  demand,  through  the  agency  of  a 
broker,  was  lately  made  on  the  office  of  the  bank  at  Savannah 
for  the  surn  of  350,000  dollars  in  specie — which  was  promptly 
satisfied.  It  will  be  found  that  two  parties  can  play  at  this 
game.  There  is  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  persons  in  the 
employment  ef  the  government  are  in  close  connexion  with  the 
gamblers  in  stocks,  shavers  of  bank  notes,  and  dealers  in  tha 
currency. 

The  Albany  Argus  contains  a  list  of  61°:^^?/  applications  for 
new  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  46,000,000  dollars,  and 
a  list  of  thirteen  banks  desiring  to  increase  their  capitals  in  the 
sum  of  4,000,000 — together  making  the  snug  amount  of  fifty 
millions  of  new  bank  stock!  What  a  glorious  field  for  gambling 
will  be  opened  in  New  York,  should  those  petitions  be  granted! 
The  brokers  will  liva  "in  clover." 

One  large  bank  and  several  with  smaller  capitals,  are  talked 
of  in  Kentucky.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  former  desolations 
though  such  establishments  in  this  state,  are  not  wholly  forgot- 
ten. Some  new  banks  may  be  useful,  but  batches  of  thetn  tniist 
be  injurious  to  any  agricultural  community. 

Great  dissatisfaction  is  said  to  exist  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state  of  lUinoia,  in  consequence  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment bavini;  sent  to  that  region,  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
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creditors  there,  notcstjf  a  private  biink  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. The  merchants  r  efuse  to  receive  them,  and  tliose  who 
have  been  paid  in  f^uch  notes,  are  obliged  to  make  a  discount  of 
five  per  cent,  to  convert  lijem  into  current  money. 

Application  is  intended  to  be  made  to  the  next  general  assem- 
bly of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the 
Merchants^  bank  of  Ballimore,  with  a  capital  of  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

It  is  said  that  the  Manhattan  hank  has  loaned  the  post  office 
department  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars!  It  is  hard  to  belteve 
this  I 

The  N.  Y.  Commercial  Jldvertiaer  informs— that  the  money 
for  the  payment  of  the  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Warren,  dis- 
charged a  few  days  since  in  Philadelphia,  was  drawn  from  the 
United  States  bank  by  a  regular  warrant  in  notes  of  that  insti- 
tution, which  were  exchanged  for  the  notes  of  the  Girard  bank 
amounting  to  $29,000,  with  which  the  sailors  were  paid — but 
that  the  whole  was  immediately  exchanged  for  specie  and  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  returned  the  next  morn 
ing  to  the  Girard  hank.  It  must,  from  this  transaction,  appear 
evident  to  eyery  reflecting,  intelligent  individual,  that  every  ef- 
fort is  making  to  cramp  the  circulation  of  the  United  Slates 
bank,  and  necessarily  to  compel  a  contractijon  of  their  business. 

Mr.  Am.os  Kendall,  in  his  circular  to  tiie  banks,  said — "it  is 
deemed  probable  by  the  government,  xhctilUv:  hank  of  the  United 
States  will  not  be  re  chartered,  and  that  no  other  in.-ititulion 
will  be  established  by  congress  to  supply  its  place  as  agent  of 
the  treasury. 

"As  it  is  now  less  than  three  years  to  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  the  president  thinks  it  his  duty  to  look  to  the  means  by 
which  the  service  it  now  renders  to  the  government  is  thereafter 
to  be  performed,  and  if  sufficient  reasons  siiail  exist,  the  govern- 
ment may  desire  to  employ  another  agent,  ifr  other  agents,  at 
an  earlier  period." 

A  full  list  of  the  state  banks  in  which  the  puhlic  moary  is 
deposited,  is  desirable.  Some  of  them  are  very  slender  con- 
cerns. 

A  writer  in  the  Charleston  Mercury  observes,  in  relation  to 
Ihe  conduct  of  president  Jackson — 

He  has  usurped  to  himself  the  right  of  disposing  and  remov- 
ing, as  he  pleases,  the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  thus  virtual- 
ly of  establishing  banks,  without  even  the  consent  of  congress,  or 
any  other  branch  of  the  federal  government,  to  the  tvhole  of 
whose  branches  combined  this  competency  has  been  so  frequent- 
ly denied,  not  only  by  himself,  but  by  many  of  our  most  able 
and  illustrious  statesmen  from  the  lime  of  the  immortal  Jef- 
ferson. 

Dr.  Cooper,  of  South  Carolina,  closes  his  essays  upon  the 
United  States  bank,  with  the  following  language: 

*'Mr.  Biddle  has  been  blamed  for  incurring  expense  in  laying 
before  the  public  the  defences  of  the  institution  over  vvhicii  he 
presides,  in  reply  to  the  incessant  attacks  made  upon  it.  He 
would  have  been,  not  so  much  an  imbecile  president  of  that  in- 
stitution, as  a  traitor  to  his  trust,  if  he  had  omitted  this  part  of 
Jiis  duty,  and  left  the  cause  of  the  bank  to  the  mercy  of  its  ene- 
jnies,  with  objections  unanswered,  and  calumnies  unrepeIU.d. 
If  he  did  not  pay  the  presses  that  gave  circulation  to  his  defen- 
C€3,  he  ought  to  hiive  paid  them;  for  they  subsist  on  such  remu- 
neration, and  are  honestly  entitled  to  it.-" 

Some  of  the  papers  insist  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  has  been 
appointed  inspector,  or  something  else,  of  the  selected  state 
banks,  with  the  proitiise  of  a  round  salary. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  speaking  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  said — 

"It  seems  to  us  that  the  president  disclaims  all  desire  to  dic- 
tate to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury — but  only  to  press  upon  him 
Ills  own 'view  of  the  considerations  which  impel  to  immediate 
action.'  if  these  views  were  not  conclusive  upon  the  mind  of 
the  secretary,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  fresident  ought  to  have 
ieen  content  luvth  doing  his  duty,  and  leaving  the  responsibility 
where  the  law  had  left  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary.  The  pre- 
sident might  have,  in  the  mean  time,  obinined  information  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  depositing  the  puldic  money  in  tiie  state  banks. 
Jf'or  this  cause  alone  ke  should  not  have  removed  the  secretary, 
■and  appointed  a  substitute.  A  people,  jealous  of  its  liberties, 
should  watch  the  exercise  of  the  executive  powers,  and  par- 
ticularly where  the  public  purse  is  concerned.  The  most  vir- 
tuous chief  magistrate  may  be  led  into  error.  His  very  virtues 
may  betray  him.  His  indignation  against  the  .i-buses  of  others 
may  prompt  hisn  to  the  adoption  of  a  remedy  which  he  errone- 
ously considers  within  the  strict  line  of  bis  duty." 

And  again— "We  confess,  tliat  we  should  have  desired  this 
ineasur«  of  withdrawing  tiie  deposites,  to  have  been  for  some, 
time  suspended.  We  should  have  preferred  them  to  remain  in 
the  bank,  and  tilings  to  remain  in  statu  quo.  We  doubted  the 
policy  of  the  measure  in  n^lation  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  to  the 
public.  We  also  entertain  douhls  about  the  power  of  the  pred- 
dent  to  control  the  administration  of  the  treasury  dcpartm^ent  in 
•this  behalf .  We  have  not  examined  the  question  in  all  its  as- 
4)ects,  and  will  not.  therefore,  undertake  at  this  time  to  pro 
jounce  a  positive  opinion." 

[Fal,  lal,  ral!— da,  de,  di,do,  du!] 

The  Richmond  Whig  says  that  the  public  deposite  hank  in  that 
state,  the  bank  of  Virginia,  was  short  of  its  capital  five  per  cent. 
At  its  last  exhibit  to  the  legislature. 


A  New  York  paper  gives  a  list  of  20  banks  ut  that  slate  which, 
at  a  late  period,  had  ,*!4,9B2,651  in  circulation,  190,845  doUars  in 
specie,  in  their  vaults. 

From  the  Boston  Post,  "One  of  the  best  things  done  by  our 
Saviour,  while  on  earth,  was  to  overturn  the  money  changers' 
table,  in  the  temple;  and  of  all  the  deeds  of  his  servant,  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  none  is  more  refreshing  to 
the  friends  of  the  people's  rights,  than  his  close  imitation  of  his 
master's  most  holy  example." 

From  the  New  York  Standard  of  November  18 — "Let  the 
impression  once  become  general  that  he  [Mr.  Biddle]  is  pursuing 
an  uncalled  for  and  tyrannical  severity  towards  his  debtors, 
and  it  will  no  longer  be  considered  a  point  of  honor  to  meet  en- 
gagements promptly  at  the  United  States  bank;  even  law  is  not 
efficient  without  the  force  of  public  opinion  to  make  it  so." 

From  the  Globe.  "We  have  hitherto  had  nothing  to  do  with 
runs  upon  Mr.  Biddle's  bank  in  the  east  or  west.  But  we  tetl 
him  plainly,  if  he  persists  in  his  determination  to  bring  embar- 
rassment on  the  country,  and  ruin  on  his  debtors,  by  exorbitarvt 
curtailments  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  pay  up  tiie  public  de- 
posites, WE  WILL,  by  every  means  we  can  lawfully  use  or  sug- 
gest, make  his  bank  feel  the  effects  of  his  reckless  course.  In 
more  ways  than  one  can  the  people  of  this  country  make  their 
power  manifest;  and  the  trepidation  displayed  in  the  bank  hive 
when  the  people,  in  a  portion  of  Kentucky,  by  a  spontaneous 
movement,  began  last  year  to  cash  its  paper,  has  taught  us  how 
to  make  war  with  effect,  whenever  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
shall  make  it  necessary  or  expedient." 

A  letter  from  Washington,  published  in  a  New  York  paper, 
speaking  of  the  $"500,000  thecks,  said — 

"To  guard  against  the  consequences  upon  the  mercantile 
community  of  a  sudden  call  for  the  balances  due  from  the  state 
banks  in  specie,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I  understand, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  state  hanks,  selected  by  him  in  your 
city,  draughts  on  the  branch  for  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars^ 
with  instructions  to  use  tiiem  only  in  tiie  event  of  a  sudden  call 
for  the  existing  balances,  or  a  refusal  to  receive  in  deposite  the 
distant  branch  notes  paid  in  on  account  of  Ihe  public  revenue." 

[That  is — the  checks  were  issued  to  enable  the  favored  banks 
to  pay  their  own  debts  with  the  public  money.  Th^re  is  no 
mistake  about  this — and  such  was  the  operation  of  most  of 
the  many  checks  which  have  been  issued.] 

Among  tlie  charges  that  have  been  put  forth  in  lengthened 
detail  against  the  bank,  is  a  statement  that  141,(534  dollars  have 
been  paid  to  "lawyers,"  from  1818  to  1831,  or  in  the  space  of  14 
years.  Considering  the  large  number  of  prosecutions  which  the 
bank  has  been  compelled  to  make,  as  well  for  tiie  recovery  of 
its  debts,-as  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiters,  and  especially 
soon  after  the  period  when  Mr.  Cheves  was  called  to  the  presi- 
dency, it  would  seem  that  an  average  of  10,000  dollars  a  year 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  extravagant  sum.  It  is  a  much  less 
one,  indeed,  than  we  had  expected  that  it  was. 

It  is  asked — Is  not  the  selection  of  certain  state  banks  to  hold 
the  government  deposites,  equivalent  to  chartering  certain  Unit- 
ed States  banks.''  If  so,  does  not  the  power  of  chartering  banks 
devolve  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.-" 

The  following  profligate  proposal  is  found  in  the  Troy  Budget: 
"There  is  one  method  by  which  emperor  Biddle  may  be  shorn 
of  his  power.  Let  congress  take  the  bank  out  of  his  hands,  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  trustees  invested  with  full  powers  to 
close  its  concerns.  The  people  would,  in  that  case,  be  relieved 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  monarch,  and  the  debts  of  the  bank 
would  be  collected  in  a  reasonable  time,  VA'ithout  an  unneces- 
sary pressure  upon  the  business  of  the  country.  If  it  should  be 
said,  the  hank  is  protected  by  its  charter  against  such  a  mea- 
sure, we  answer,  the  transactions  of  the  bank  have  been  suffi- 
ciently unjustifiable  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  that  charter." 

[What,  seize  upon  twenty  eigiit  millions  of  dollars  belonging 
to  private  individuals,  and  place  the  property  in  the  keeping  of 
.'  The  bank  has  not  refused  to  pay  its  debts.  The  pre- 
sent great  complaint  is  that  it  is  too  able  to  pay  them.  The  ex- 
actions of  Davojist  at  Hamburg,  or  the  sacking  of  St.  Sebastians, 
were  not  more  flagitious  than  this  project.  And  besides,  con- 
gress lias  no  power  over  this  matter.  A  scire  facias  may  be  or- 
dered, but  it  is  the  judiciary  that  must  decide  upon  the  case]. 

Mr.  Duane^s  14lh  reason  for  not  removing  the  deposites  runs 
thus: 

"Because  I  believe  that  the  efforts,  made  in  various  quarters 
to  hasten  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  did  not  originate  with 
patriots  or  statesmen,  but  in  schemes  to  promote  selfish  and 
factious  purposes." 

There  has  been  much  excitement  in  several  parts  of  the  west, 
on  account  of  forced  circulations  of  hank  notes  with  wliich  the 
people  are  not  acquainted,  and  wiiich  lliey  are  compelled  to  sell 
to  lh<>  shavers — as  much  as  5  per  ct.  being  cut  offm  many  cases. 
It  would  not  surjirise  us  to  hear  that  persons  disbursing  public 
moneys  in  the  notes  of  certain  state  banks,  were  discovered  to 
be  Ihe  puroiiasors  of  such  notes  from  those  on  whom  they  im- 
posed them.  But  .^o  far  as  puhlic  othcer.s  shall  be  coticern<  d  in 
this,  it  may  only  bo  shavings  for  shave. 

It  would  gratify  a  just  curiosity  to  know  what  proportion  of 
llie  stock  of  the  Alanhattau  bank  at  New  York,  one  of  the  new 
depoeite  banks,  is  owned  by  the  jnanjui'tof  Carmaerthcv,  which, 
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it  is  said,  has  lately  loaned  800,000  dollars  to  the  Wall  street 
brokers. 

Tlie  ''Norfolk  Herald"  of  ihe  4lli  iiiJ^t.  says: 

The  following  commuiiicaiioii  we  tniat  will  find  its  way  to 
the  eye  of  the  ()rejideiit.  The  fact  it  discloses  is  an  index,  as 
plain  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,  of  the  evils  in  reserve  for  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  people,  when  the  present  equal  and 
wholesale  stale  of  the  currency  shall  be  hroken  down  with  the 
extinction  of  the  United  iStales  hank  charier.  If  such  tilings 
are  found  in  lh<!  gieen  tree,  what  shall  Ihey  he  in  the  dry? 

^'■Communication.  The  IJnitiid  Stales'  troops  which  left  Old 
Point  a  few  days  since,  were  paid  in  the  bank  of  Virjjinia  notes; 
and  these  f»oor  fellows  had  to  pay  tu-elve  and  a  half  cents  in  tkc 
doZ/ar,  at  ttie  moment  of  enibai king  to  serve  llu-ir  country,  to 
procure  Unitcjd  States  bank  notes  that  would  he  of  use  to  them 
when  they  should  arrive  south — tliis,  too,  tr<jni  a  pittance  of 
six  dollars  per  month.  Jin  Eye  Witness.''^ 

Admit  that  they  might  have  got  rid  of  their  Virginia  money, 
even  at  Savannah,  at  a  less  sacrifice,  yet  how  was  the  poor 
soldier  who  never  speculated  in  the  tnoney  ma'rket  or  exchang- 
es, to  know  thai;  he  only  knew  that  state  bank  notes  in  one 
section  of  the  union  were  not  current  in  a  distant  one,  and 
concluding  that  his  money  would  not  pass  where  he  was  going, 
lie  thought  it  best  to  get  what  he  could  for  it  in  current  coin  — 
that  he  might  not  find  himself  in  tlie  situation  of  one  destitute 
with  money  in  his  pocket.  If  these  poor  fellows  who  were  so 
mercilessly  shaved,  had  had  more  experience  in  money  mat- 
ters, they  might  have  fared  better;  but  then  the  chance  is,  that 
they  would  never  have  sought  the  army  as  a  refuge  from  pover- 
ty. It  will  readily  be  perceived,  then,  that  the  great  mass  of 
evils  resulting  from  a  deranged  and  unequal  currency  will  fall 
on  the  poor  and  inexperienced  part  of  the  people.  We  call 
upon  the  president,  thereof,  standing  as  he  does  in  the  attitude 
of  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  people  against  the  operation  of 
mischievous  legislation,  to  dash  this  cup  of  oppression  from 
their  lips.  Is  he  the  poor  man's  friend  and  will  yet  tolerate  his 
ruin.''     It  cannot  be!* 

The  Ohio  Republican  says — The  brokers,  at  St.  Louis,  are 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  7'he  creditors  of  the  United  States  in  that  region 
used  heretofore  to  be  paid  off  in  draughts  upon  the  branch  of 
the  United  States  bank  at  St.  Louis,  tiiat  answered  the  mer- 
chants trading  east  as  well  as  the  mother  hank  noto!s.  Now, 
paper  of  the  pet  bank  at  Washington,  is  transmitted  to  dis- 
charge ihose  debts,  that  is  at  4  and  5  per  cent,  discount  at  St. 
Louis.  There  is  considerable  excitement  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  northern  part  of  IllinoiSj  in  consequence  of  this 
state  of  things. 

A  new  bank  charier  has  passed  the  legislature  of  Tennessee. 
The  name  is  the  "Planters  bank  of  Tennessee,"  and  the  capital 
is  two  millions.  The  charter  provisions  are  similar  to  tliose  of 
the  Union  bank,  of  which  we  published  an  account  last  year, 
except  that  the  state  holds  no  stock  in  the  Planters'  bank. 

PRIDE    AND    ITS    PUNISHMENT. 

The  New  York  "Evening  Star"  says— 

Our  readers  may  possibly  remember  a  long  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Kendall  to  the  editor  of  the  Standard,  dated  the  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, containing  calculations  respecting  the  bank:  we  extract 
the  following  passages  to  show  its  tone  and  its  prophetic  man- 
ner: 

"When  you  consider  that  the  public  moneys  in  the  bank 
were  about  $9,868,000;  that  their  sudden  withdrawal  would 
carry  with  it  probably  ^3,000,000  out  of  the  private  deposites 
now  amounting  to  about  $8,000,000;  that  the  bank  has  now  to 
pay  two  or  three  millions  of  the  three  per  cents,  deferred  in 
Europe;  and  thnt  upon  so  extensive  a  curtailment  of  business, 
many  millions  of  its  nineteen  millions  in  circulation  must  soon 
return  upon  it;  you  will  perceive  that  sudden  withdrawal  of  the 
public  monies  would  at  once  destroy  it.  Yes,  sir,  this  boasting 
giant  is  now  hut  a  reptile  beneath  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which  he  can  crush  at  uill.  It  exists  by  his  forbear- 
ance, and  will,  for  the  next  forty  days;  and  great  forbearance 
will  it  require  to  save  it  from  destruction." 

"But  do  not  suppose  the  bank  will  be  permitted  to  pursue  a 
hostile  course  towards  the  stale  institutions,  and  thereby  pro- 
duce that  pressure  which  it  is  the  policy  of  the  adminisiralion 
to  prevent.  Manifestations  of  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  will  undoubtedly  be  met  by  a  commensurate  transfer  of 
the  public  money,  which  shall  make  the  bank  the  first  to  feel 
tlie  consequences  of  its  own  policy." 

"Thus  has  this  haughty  institution  been  brought  to  its  knees 
at  the  first  step  of  the  state  banks.  But  the  result  of  a  necessity 
forced  upon  it  by  the  foresight  and  energy  of  the  new  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  is  now,  with  characteristic  impudence,  set 
down    to  the  account  of  its  own  liberality  and  forbearance.^'' 

*Paymaster  Smith  replies  to  the  preceding  statement,  and 
says — that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  payments  in  the  notes  of 
the  bank  in  which  he  is  required  to  make  his  deposites — that 
the  recent  payment  to  the  troops  was  in  notes  of  specie  value, 
and  says  that  the  evil  complained  of  could  not  have  existed  to 
any  extent. 

We  do  not  know  how  it  should — but  the  article  lias  been  in- 
serted to  show  how  ignorant  persons  are  treated  by  the  shavers 
and  dealers  in  money.  These  fellows'  consciences  are  made 
©ffiiira  cjasiic. 


The  "Star"  adds— 

Contrast  the  result  of  taking  the  deposites  from  the  bank 
with  the  vain  boasting  and  audacious  anticipations  of  ihid 
|)rincipal  c<jns|)irator.  So  far  from  brinying  the  bank  to  their 
i'ei't,  tliey  are  striving  to  rciscnc;  tin;  slate-  banks  (Vfim  daiigi.rs 
which  tiireaten  tlH'm.  Instead  of  the  United  Slates  bank  de- 
pimdir.g  on  the  "liberality  and  loibearaiice  of  the  stale  banks," 
the  rev(!rse  is  the  fact.  The  deposiKts  are  withdrawn  —  they 
have  done;  no  good  wiii;re  thi'y  were  placed.  MmK  y  is  scarce 
— credit  donbtlul — a  panic  isgiadnall)  spreading  over  the  uesi 
— exclianiies  are  deranged — stale  bank  notirs  cannot  be  made 
Ihe  circnlaling  medium.  The  bank  is  in  a  scnind  siaie — has 
nearly  all  the  specit-  in  the  country,  and  Ihese  wnlchcd  specu- 
lators arc;  cut  down,  inorlifii'd  and  di'lcatiMl.  Yet  still  .ue  they 
so  desperate,  th.al  they  \^■ill  die  in  the  last  ditch  before  Ilicy 
will  allow  tlieir  household  trooijs  to  vote  for  a  renewal  of  the 
charter. 

JVote  by  the  editor  of  the  Regi.ster. 

Well' — 'Several  lialf  million  cliecks  wei-e  sent  to  the 
stale  batiks  lo  ci-iish  the  "reptile"  and  many  of  less 
amount,  under  vaiiotis  |)reteiices,  were  diawn  and  passed 
through  the  Tavored  banks,  and  yet  sucli  was  the  state  of 
tilings  that  the  president,  in  his  late  message  to  congress, 
prefers  it  as  an  ofi'eiice  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
that  '•'■it  retains  specie  to  an  almost  iniprecedented  amoinit 
ill  its  vaidls.'"  And  the  fact  is  perfectly  wt-ll  known,  that 
many  of  the  state  banks  exist  only  in  the  forbeaiance  of 
the  "reptile"  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
under  his  feel! — and  that  the  stock  of  the  bank  remains 
at  a  more  steady  and  sure  price  than  that  of  other  like 
institutions — the  favored  bank  at  Philadelphi.q  (the  "Gi- 
rard")  having  just  fallen  from  70  to  58  dollars  a  share,  or 
about  seventeen  per  cent-  It  is  also  freely  stated,  and 
has  not  heen  denied,  that  the  branch  at  New  York,  only, 
has  more  specie  on  hand,  and  debts  due  froin  state  banks, 
than  will  pay  all  the  claiins  which  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  can  make  upon  the  hank  of  the  United  States, 
and  leave  a  very  large  surplus.  And  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  "reptile"  must  become  the  shield  and  the  defence  of 
the  state  banks — as  happened  last  week  at  Pliiladel[)liia, 
when  dray  loads  of  dollars  were  offered  to  assist  a  stale 
bank  upon  which  a  "run"  was  making.* 

The  bank,  ])laced  on  its  defer.ce  by  a  reckless  or  Igno- 
rant policy  on  the  part  of  "the  government,"  was  com- 
pelled to  gather-in  its  strcngtli,  and  materially  reduce  its 
circulation,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  weaker  of- 
fices; the  actual  stoppage  of  some  of  which  evidently  ap- 
pears to  have  been  within  the  range  of  the  foul  Ojiera- 
tions  plotted  against  it,  by  sets  of  persons,  who,  to  gratify 
the  perfected  malignity  of  their  own  hearts,  would  hazard 
a  swift  reduction  of  us  to  a  paper  currency  and  '•'■Jippen- 
ny-bit  bank  notes''^  again.  VVe  have  had  the  best  cur- 
I'ency  in  the  world — but  if  the  rlesigns  of  these  had  been 
accomplished,  we  should  have  had  one  of  the  worst;  and 
the  truth  is,  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  good  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  preventing  a 
general  explosioii  of  local  banks.  It  has  specie  or  "specie 
funds"  on  hand,  nearly  or  quite  eqtial  to  the  wliole  pre- 
sent amount  of  its  circulation,  if  added  to  the  money 
which  it  yet  holds  of  the  U.  States;  but  the  local  banks, 
on  an  aver.'^ge,  have  only  a  small  comjiaralive  proportion 
of  specie  or  specie  funds  to  accomplish  the  redemption 
of  their  notes,  kc.  It  is  then  as  clear  as  that  the  sun 
sliines  at  noon-day,  that  to  the  prudent  management  of 
this  bank  we  are,  and  shall  be,  indebted  for  a  sound  and 
wholesome  currency — if  in  any  event  it  can  be  preserved; 
wliich  many  think  that  it  will  not,  unless  the  government 
retraces  its  steps,  and  places  things  as  they  were.f 

In  a  short  time,  it  is  probable  that  all  the  public  mo- 
ney will  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and,  by  that  time,  the  bank  will  have  rendered  its  small 
offices  "snug,"  by  refusing  re-issues  oi' their  notes.  Then 
will  it  be  put  upon  the  new  deposite  banks  to  make  their 
oiun  exchanges,  and  to  send  to  Portland,  or  New  Orleans 
or  St.  Louis,  for  the  redemption  of  such  bills  of  those  of- 
fices as  they  may  be  compelled    to  take  in  payment  of 


*Another  and  perhaps  more  correct  account,  speaking  of  the 
"run"  upon  the  Manufacturers  and  Mechanics  bank  of  the 
Northern  Liberties  the  one  alluded  to,  says  the  report  of  the 
tender  of  specie  is  "gratuitou.3"  but  adds  that  if  an  unexpected 
pres.-^ure  should  be  made,  the  U.  S.  bank  has  siiiTlcient  confi- 
dence in  the  bank  above  named  to  loan  it  this  [50,000  dollars], 
or  a  greater  amount. 

fSec  the  memorial  from  the  Philadelphia  banks,  received 
since  the  preceding  was  written  and  inserted  below. 


s^$ 
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debts  due  the  United  States — for,  after  what  has  happen- 
ed, no  accommodation  to  these  banks  can  be  expected  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  the  directors  are 
disposed  to  be  troublesome,  most  of  tlie  deposite  banks 
will  be  harrassed  every  day,  or  every  day  be  put  into 
fear  for  to-morrow.  But  it  is  tieeply  the  ^ii^ere'S^  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  a  sound  currency, 
and  tlie  bank  will  preserve  it,  if  [lossihle,  notwithstand- 
ing the  hosts  of  poiver  and  prejudice  which  have  been 
brought  to  bear  against  it.  It  yet  stands  like  a  rock  in 
tlie  midst  of  storms — easy  and  confident  in  its  own  soli- 
dity; and  might  awfully  retaliate,  if  it  would.  And  it 
appears  that  tlie  united  power  of  "t!ie  government,'' 
though  using  all  the  public  money  at  ivdl,  with  the  sup- 
port of  a  strong  apparent  majority  of  the  people,  more 
zealously  devoted  to  their  "party"  tlian  ever  before  liap- 
pened  in  this  country,  through  the  '■'■organization''^  of  the 
press,  and  the  personal  influence  of  many  thousand  of- 
ficers in  the  civil  department,  who  "feed  at  the  public 
crib,"  and  are  always  "on  duty"  to  expound  and  explain 

things  to  the  "dear  people," is  not  able  to  crush 

the  "reptile"  under  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, all  these  beingrequired  to  say  that  that  "reptile"  is 
a  "/Monort'/i" — for  so  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  latterly  called — "by  authority,"  and  in  less  than 
three  little  months,  ere  the  shoes  have  grown  old  of  those 
•who  lent  every  disposable  force  that  they  had  to  crush  it. 
These  things,  however,  shew  that  a  mighty  ability  ex- 
ists in  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  To  preserve 
itself  in  such  a  contest,  is  a  wonderful  display  of  power 
—but  to  stand  aloof,  and  wi-ap  itself  up  in  the  folds  of  its 
own  investitures,  and  deride  the  storm,  was  hai-dly  to 
have  been  expected.  And  it  has  also  the  means  of 
Ihi'owing  back  upon  its  aggressors  tlieir  own  aggressions. 
Tliere  is  wisdom  in  tlie  facts  presented.  This  power  of 
that  corporation  to  uphold  itself,  affords  two  useful  les- 
sons: the  first,  that  pei'sons  in  authority  should  be  care- 
ful how  they  meddle  witli  the  currency,  if  a  wiiolesome 
one — and  second,  that  if  the  bank  exerted  its  energies, 
and  was  as  reckless  of  consequences  as  are  its  enemies, 
the  eflect  would  be  tridy  calamitous — and  |)rove  the  con- 
clusion that  as  we  have  oftentimes  said  was  the  fact, 
that  the  bank  has  too  much  i)Ower  under  its  present  char- 
ter. That  it  has  not  latterly  abused  this  {)Ower,  is  no 
argument  in  favor  of  granting  it — we  would  not  endow 
any  corporation  with  it.  But  ti»is  does  not  opei-ate 
against  the  solid  usefulness  or  real  necessity  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States;  and  we  think  that  the  bill  which  pass- 
ed both  houses,  and  was  forbidden  by  the  president, 
would,  as  nearly  as  possible,  have  steered  between  the 
extremes  of  the  present  power  of  the  bank,  and  a  fag- 
money  system — and  one  or  the  other  it  seems  that  we 
must  have,  in  the  present  state  of  society :  for  we  think  that 
a  return  to  the  ])ayment  of  specie  in  all  the  transactions 
between  man  and  man,  is  practically  impossible,  in  the 
present  organization  of  the  business  of  civilized  nations, 
or  civilized  individuals.  They  need  and  must  have, 
some  more  convenient  and  cheap  mode  for  the  transfer 
of  values.  Local  banks  cannot  furnish  this' — for  every 
one  of  these  has  a  "dominion,"  or  interest,  of  its  own, 
selfish  and  peculiar — and  rightfully  so;  but  not  so  with  a 
general  banking  establishment,  which  regards  the  inter- 
est of  the  -whole  business  of  exchanges,  and  has  a  "sel- 
fishness" chiefly,  or  entirely,  in  the  general  facilities 
aft^brded,  for  its  own  general  profit;  which  is  the  best 
possible  guaranty  (hat  its  affairs  will  be  prudently  and 
properly  conducted,  under  wholesome  restraints  of  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  country — which  ought  not  to  be 
yielded.  Since  the  present  out-cry  against  the  bank,  its 
course  has  been  purely  defensive.  It  was  so  even  in  re- 
spect to  the  alleged  mal-appropriation  of  a  small  part  of 
its  funds.  But  if  following  the  lead  of  its  adversaries,  it 
should  assume  an  offensive  attitude— if,  unlike  the  old 
Spartans,  it  shall  not  be  content  with  driving  the  ene- 
my beyond  its  own  precincts,  what  must  be  the  conse- 
quences' There  was  no  necessity  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites,  and  so  produce  the  present  pressure  and  derange- 
ment of  the  currency.  It  is  not  now  even  pretended 
that  there  was  a  fear  for  the  solvency  of  the  bank — but 
the  public  money  has  been  cast,  as  it  were,  into  unknown 
banks,  and  in  a  manner  that  allows  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  no  other  discretion  than  such  as  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  self-preservation,  though  altogether  defensive. 


The  money  market  at  Baltimore  is  bad,  very  bad,  and 
seems  to  be  getting  m  orse  and  worse  every  hour,  wiihout 
any  pi-esent  calculation  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  pres- 
sure will  pi'oceed,  or  pi-esent  hope  of  relieving  it.  On 
these  points  we  believe  that  all  the  k/ioxuing  ones  are 
agreeil,  as  well  as  in  this — tlmt  it  becomes  every  bank, 
and  every  person  in  business,  lo  keep  itself,  or  himself, 
"snug;"  and  hence  the  circulation  ot  the  much  reduced 
amount  of  money  in  the  market  is  a  slov/  one — which 
slowness  materially  adds  to  the  difliculties  encountered. 
If  there  had  been  any  reasonable  cause  for  these  things, 
they  would  have  been  patiently  submitted  to-=-if  there  was 
an  apparent  limit  to  their  duration,  we  should  be  cheered 
by  ho[)e.  But  tliere  is  notliing  to  recommend  patience  in 
tlie  first  case  or  the  second:  and  we  must  sustain  the  pres- 
sure as  well  as  we  ma}-^ — and  that  is  all  that  can  be  said 
about  it.  But  this  pressure  is  light  upon  Baltimore  com- 
|)ared  witli  that  which  is  suffered  in  other  places,  espe- 
cially New  York  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  last,  we  hope 
that  many  statements  published  concerning  the  pecuniary 
wants  of  the  peo{)le  are  too  highly  colored;  but  are  well 
informed  that  exchange  on  England  has  fallen  to  3^  or  4 
per  cent,  -which  is  about  ^ve  percent,  below  the  real  par; 
— that  such  notes  as  the  banks  would  have  gladly  dis- 
counted, a  little  while  ago,  at  6  per  cent,  per  aniumi,  are 
extensively  sold  at  rates  of  interest  trom  18  to  3G  per 
cent,  per  annum;  that  there  has  been  a  severe  decline  in 
the  price  of  stocks,  though  shares  in  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  maintain  107^  a  108;  and  that  of  real  property 
there  are  few  sales,  &cc.  The  local  banks  have  no  confi- 
dence in  their  own  abilit}"  to  relieve  the  pressure,  for  they 
know  not  at  what  moment  it  may  come  down  upon  them- 
selves— and  the  best  dispositions  ai"e  baulked  by  a  con- 
stant regard  for  self-preservation!  The  bank  of  the  U. 
btates  cannot  extend  its  discounts  under  the  circumstan- 
ces in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  "the  government," 
not  simply  on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
but  because  of  a  resolution  manifested  to  destroy  it,  if 
possible;  but  it  is  doing  much  to  sustain  the  present  cre- 
dit of  the  state  banks,  by  suffering  large  balances  to  re- 
main quiet  against  them;  for  example,  as  stated  in  ano- 
ther part  of  this  sheet,  the  branch  at  New  York  can  pay 
all  the  debt  which  it  owes  to  "the  government,"  and 
more,  by  simply  calling  upon  the  state  banks  to  pay  up — 
if  those  banks  are  able  to  pa}'.  And  so  it  is  in  other 
places.  In  this  state  of  affairs  the  followir.g  memorial 
has  been  prepared  at  Philadelphia,  to  be  signed  by  the 
officers  of  the  banks  of  that  city,  by  authority  of  their  se- 
veral boards, of  ilirectors,  which,  iri  most  cases,  is  said  to 
have  been  given  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  last. 

THE   PHILADELPHIA  BANKS. 

It  is  said  that  ihe  annexed  rnenioiial  was  adopted  by  tlifi  pre- 
sidents of  the  bunks  in  Philadelphia,  at  their  meeting  on  Tiiurs- 
day  last  week. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  rcpresentativeg  of  the  United  States 
in  consjjress  assembled. 

THE    MEMORIAL 

Of  the  undersigned,  the  presidents  of  the  state  banks,  located  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  hoards  of  directors  of  the  several  banks, 
Res-pectfiiliy  represent: — 

That  they  address  themselves  to  your  honorable  bodies,  as 
the  guardians  of  the  jreneral  interest;!  of  tlie  country  and  as 
possesising  alone  the  power  of  remedyinsr  the  existing  distress, 
and  of  averting  tlie  greater  calamities  wliich  are  obviously  im- 
pending. 

That  one  of  the  first  blessings  a  nation  can  possess,  is  a  sound 
and  well  regulated  currency — Hie  solid  and  sure  reward  of  in- 
dustry, and  the  uniform  measure  of  properly:  and  it  was  not  the 
least  among  the  many  advantages  anticipated  from  the  consti- 
tution, that  the  whole  union  would,  by  the  lei;islative  power,  be 
relieved  and  preserved  from  the  dangers  and  disgrace  of  a  de- 
praved and  irresponsible  circulating  medium.  Such  a  sound 
currency  this  nation  has  enjoyed,  by  means  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  established  by  the  wisdom  of  congress:  and  the 
peculiar  occupation  of  the  undersigned  justifies  them  in  stating 
their  conviction,  that  it  is  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the  judi- 
cious operations  of  that  institution,  that  for  ten  years  past  our 
moneyed  system  has  been  so  p(!rfect — and  that  whether  its  ?o- 
lidity,  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, its  facilities  for  internni  commerce,  and  its  protection 
against  the  vibrations  of  foreign  trade,  be  regarded,  it  has  no 
superior  in  any  country.  It  is,  therefore,  with  deep  regret,  that 
the  undersigned  are  now  constrained  to  inform  congress  that, 
in  their  behalf,  this  system,  with  the  signal  prosperity,  it  has 
produced  has  undergone  a  sudden  and  painful  change.  The 
'  moneyed  operationt  of  our  commercial  cities  are  almoit  at  a 
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stand:  the  commerce  between  the  states  is  a{»ain  lahoring  un- 
der 11  tax,  which  must  eoiitinue  idcieasinj.',  of  a  loos  on  all  its 
exchanges;  tlie  ciriulaliny  nxMlium  alnady  heiiins  in  arran<;e  it- 
self on  the  scale  of  deprteialion:  while  in  the  train  of  these 
evils  and  not  far  heliind  Ihem,  may  be  api)rehended  a  general 
abatKioiimcMt  <»l  sitecic  paynti-iils. 

In  looKinu  for  the  eaii-e  of  this  state  of  lliings,  the  iinderslun- 
ed  feel  no  dilficnlty  in  naming  that  wliieh  is  at  once  obvions  and 
adequate.  On  the  l^t  ol October  last,  the  whole  moneyed  sys- 
tem of  thiscountry  commenced  a  total  clianne.  To  the  i^yeofa 
common  observer,  it  seemed  to  i)e  the  ineie  transfer  ol  the  pub- 
lic revenue  from  one  bank  to  many  banks.  But  it  was,  in  fact, 
the  disorganization  of  the  whole  nnjiieyed  system,  ami  the 
whole  revenue  system  oftiie  country.  Until  the  1st  of  October 
the  revenue  paid  by  the  whole  country  wasdiiluscd  by  the  bank 
and  its  branches  iluoughout  the  whole  community,  to  be  used 
for  the  supjiort  of  the  industry  of  the  whole,  and  gently  recalled 
when  needful  for  the  service  of  the  whole;  while  the  bank,  as 
the  common  friend  of  all  sound  state  banks  uniting  with  ami 
sustaining  them,  was  enabled  to  sup|ily  an  adegtnite  circulating 
medium  from  its  own  resources,  and  to  preserve  in  a  uniform 
and  sound  condition  the  issues  of  the  state  institutions.  Now, 
the  public  revi-nue  is  no  longer  dilfused  throughout  the  whole 
union,  it  cannot  even  be  advantageously  used,  where  it  is  col 
lected;  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  extensive 
power  and  credit  have  been  so  frequently  employed  to  t(;lieve 
the  couununity,  uiust  look  necessarily  and  primarily  to  its  own 
security. 

Happily  for  the  country,  the  remedy  for  this  distressing  state 
of  thijigs  is  as  evident  as  the  cause  of  it.  The  undersiiiued  do 
not  hesitate  to  express  their  belief,  that  as  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  of  the  United  Slates  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  is  the  real  cause  of  this  distress  to  the  restoration  of 
them  to  that  institution  is  the  real,  and  will  be  the  effectual, 
riinedy  for  them.  With  a  view  to  remove  from  that  measure 
all  reasonable  apprehension,  the  undersigned  venture  to  request, 
that  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue  now  in  the  state  hanks 
ahoiild  remain  with  those  institutions,  until  withdrawn  in  the 
course  of  the  jiutdic  service,  or  as  the  wisdom  of  co/)gress  may 
please  to  direct;  but  that  hereafter  the  accruing  revenue  of  the 
United  States  should  be  collected  and  deposited  in  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.    And  your  meniorialists  will  evey  pray. 

EXTRAORDINARY    LETTERS. 

The  following  truly  extraordinary  letters  have  been  publish- 
ed in  the  "New  York  Standard."  (the  leading  administration 
paper  in  tliat  city),  in  order  to  shew,  as  it  is  said,  that  the  wri- 
ter and  others,  were  not  in  collusion  with  the  Wall  street  bro 
kers,  for  their  mutual  benefit.  They  are  supposed  to  have  been 
addressed  to  Messrs  Beers  &  Co.  who  are  extensive  dealers  and 
jobbers  in  money  and  stocks,  and  many  will  think  that  they  ra- 
therconfirm  than  do  away  the  suspicion  that  is  entertained  as 
to  the  matter  jtist  stated.  It  was  Be<M's  &  Co.  by  whom,  or 
through  whom,  a  sudden  demand  for  3.50  or  380,000  dollars  in 
specie  was  made  on  tiie  Savannah  branch — a  transaction  which 
appears  to  be  involved  in  a  great  deal  of  mystery,  because  of 
the  manner  of  it;  for  it  has  been  said  that  certain  banks  and 
public  officers  laid  aside  all  the  notes  of  this  branch  which  they 
received  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  draught— though  the 
Savannah  notes  were  at  the  time  received  by  the  bank  at  Phila- 
delphia, or  the  offices  at  New  York  and  Baltimore,  &c.  as  freely 
as  their  own  issues. 

We  have  called  them  "extraordinary  letters,"  becanse,  of 
the  shewing  of  Mr.  Kendall,  that,  in  his  own  opinion,  the  whole 
moneys  of  the  U.  States  had  been  as  if  committed  to  his  own 
charge  or  keeping;  and  that  the  brokers  thought  so  is  evident  in 
the  fact,  that,  instead  of  addressing  H\e  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, they  relied  on  the  power  of  Mr.  Kendall  to  do  the  thing 
which  they  desired! 

Washington,  ^-th  Sept.  1833. 
Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  inst.  is  at  hand. — Since  my 
return  I  have  received  several  letters  from  you,  all  of  which 
have  remained  unanswered,  as  have  all  other  letters  from  New 
York,  merely  because  I  resolved  to  have  no  correspondence 
with  any  one  there  until  the  great  question  should  be  decided. 
On  account  of  your  devotion  to  the  cause  I  had  so  much  at 

heart,  I  was  anxious  that  the bank  should  be  employed  by 

the  treasury  department;  but  on  considering  the  subject  in  ail 
its  bearings,  it  was  thought  proper  at  present  to  confine  the  se- 
lection to  the  three  banks  of  large  capitals  already  named  to  the 

public.    The  question  is  yet  open  as  to  the bank.     With 

high  respect,  your  obedient  servant,         AMOS  KENDALL. 

Washington  llth  Oct.  1833. 
Dear  srR:  The  navy  department  is  engaged  in  making  inqui- 
ries as  to  the  rate  at  which  it  can  get  specie  funds  placed  in  the 
Mediterranean  ports  for  the  use  of  our  squadron  there,  and  it 
has  occurred  to  me  to  ask  you  the  following  question. 

At  what  premium  paid  in  the  United  States,  will  you  under- 
take to  deliver  on  ship-board  in  the  port  of  Marseilles,  ^50,000 
every  three  months  in  Spanish  pillared  dollars,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  sending  out  in  the  public  vessels  from  the  United  States 
without  charge  wherever  such  vessels  go,  the  department  to 
furnish  the  money  to  you  on  good  security  three  months  in  ad- 
vance?   With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Washington,  I8th  Oct.  1833. 
Dear  sir:  I  have  yotir  favors  of  the  16ih  and  14th,  and  am 
under  obligations  to  you  for  your  suggestions. 


I  cannot,  however,  concur  with  you  in  the  expediency  of 
translt-rring  any  o(  the  funds  in  the  United  States  bank  to  the 
slate  banks,  otherwise  than  (oi  immediate  distmrsemcnt.  iJirec- 
lions  have  been  given  to  all  publie  oltieers  to  iransler  theirdepo- 
sites,  amounting  to  ptohaps  a  million  of  dollars,  and  all  their 
disburscmctits  will  herealter  bf  madi;  tliroMiili  the  state  lianks. 
It  is  the  true  policy  (i(  the  governiucnl  to  carry  into  efleet  this 
greiil  change  with  as  litth^  a^iitation  in  the  monolary  sy>tem  as 
possible.  A  sudden  Iransfir  of  a  large  spcteie  tiind  would  cei- 
laiiily  enable  the  state  banks  to  extend  their  aeeommodalions, 
and  make  the  money  market  easy;  but  it  would  be  followed  by 
a  disastrous  reaction.  The  United  Slates  bank  bi'iiig  thus  sud- 
denly weakened,  would  have  not  only  an  excuse,  but  a  justifi- 
cation in  calling  n|)on  her  debtors  wilii  iln;  greatest  urjjency. 
Her  curtailment  would  force  all  the  state  banks,  except  those 
employed  by  the  government  to  curtail  also,  and  the  latter 
would  afl'ord  no  relief  commensuraie  with  the  demand. — The 
pressure  would  return  with  more  rigor  than  ever,  and  the  blame 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  government. 

We  must  not  expo.'^e  tmrselves  lo  such  an  attack.  If  the 
bank  shall  produce  a  pressure,  (as  she  certainly  can  by  unrea- 
sonable calls  upon  her  debtors)  the  blame  would  now  altach  to 
herself,  and  she  will  not  have  even  a  pretence  for  casting  it  upon 
tilt!  government. 

Besides,  in  your  city,  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  receiva- 
ble for  three  months  to  conn;,  will  be  available  to  the  state 
banks,  receiving  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  p(!ople,  inas- 
much as  no  treasury  warrant  will  be  drawn  upon  them  so  long 
as  ihe  treasury  has  any  money  in  the  United  States  bank.  I 
undtMstand  the  three  banks  have  extended  their  discounts  two 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  other  banks  in  your  city,  probably, 
two  more.  This  is  enough,  in  all  conscience,  and  I  think  a 
little  two  much  for  the  time.  It  is  not  desirable  they  should  go 
further;  lor  a  greater  line  of  discf)unt  cannot  at  present  be  sus- 
tained. It  is  this  which  still  makes  ihe  branch  a  creditor  bank, 
and  the  more  their  discounts  are  extended,  the  greater  will  this 
evil  be.  But  if  the  state  banks  go  no  further,  there  will  soon  be 
a  change  in  the  relative  position  of  the  bank.  The  receipts  of 
the  distant  brniicli  [laper  by  the  bank,  as  well  as  her  own,  must, 
if  your  hanks  are  prudently  maiiai;ed, throw  the  balances  on  the 
other  side,  'i'liese  balances  will  be  collected  in  coin,  and  in 
that  way  it  will  be  rranslVrred.  Ytm  mention  that  the  Mer- 
chants'bank  drt-w  ^60,000  from  the  branch;  this  will  he  followed 
by  other  drauuhts,  until  the  U  States  bank  will  find  it  diffieiilt  to 
sustain  the  branch  in  your  city.  As  Tliiims  now  are,  that  insti- 
tution must  keep  means  there  to  meet  almost  all  its  entire  cir- 
culation, and  it  will  have  to  become  a  great  collector  of  specie 
from  every  quarter  of  the  nniwn,  for  Ihe  ultimate  use  of  your 
bank,  and  others  who  may  want  it  at  New  York. 

Is  it  not  belter  then  to  let  its  specie  funds  pass  out  of  the 
branch  gradually — to  h>t  her  reduce  her  discounts  gradually — to 
enable  the  state  banks  to  extend  theirs  gradually — to  permit  the 
monster  to  pass  silently  out  of  existence;  than,  by  an  unnece.s- 
sary  blow,  force  it,  in  its  agonies,  to  convulse  the  community. 
No,  sir — the  policy  of  the  government  must  be  steady  and  in- 
flexible. It  miift  be  to  prevent  Jluctuations,  and  not  to  make 
them.  The  United  St.ites  bank  requires  the  period  it  will  take 
to  expend  all  the  pnblic  moneys  in  her  hands,  to  reduce  her 
business  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  them.  If  hastened  by  transfers, 
she  would  only  press  the  harder  upon  debtors,  and  if  too  sud- 
denly and  severely  pressed  herself,  she  must  explode.  Then  let 
us  give  her  all  the  time  we  can — not  for  her  own  sake,  but  the 
public's.  She  will  have  her  hands  full  to  save  herself,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  country  will  remain  unimpaired. 

I  have  sketched  these  views  hastily,  but  I  have  great  confi- 
dence in  their  correctness — indeed,  so  much,  that  I  think  on 
looking  at  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  you  will  accord  with 
me  in  opinion. 
I  The  terms  on  which  your  house  proposes  to  furnish  dollars  at 
Marseilles,  are  less  favorable  than  the  department  has  received 
from  other  quarters,  but  they  are  all  so  little  satisfactory,  that 
the  project  tlie  secretary  had  in  view  will  (uobably  be  abandon- 
ed.    With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
O(^0n  which  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  remarks: 
The  object  of  publishing  this  correspondence,  as  explained  by 
the  Standard,  was  to  show,  that  the  charges  against  the  lower 
cabinet,  of  collusion  with  certain  brokers  in  Wall  street,  and 
operating  upon  the  chief  of  the  upper  cabinet,  for  their  mutual 
benefit,  were  untrue!  This  is  amusing  enough — the  secret  cor- 
respondence confessed  in  the  act  of  attempting  to  prove  its  non- 
existence! 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  last  letter  of  Mr.  Kendall,  shows 
clearly  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  intended  to  crush 
the  bank;  and  the  same  document  affords  another  amusing  in- 
stance of  the  ignorance  of  the  general  concern  at  Washington, 
on  the  subject  of  finance.  The  chief  of  the  lower  cabinet  aflects 
to  speak  of  the  situation  of  the  bank  with  great  tenderness.  He 
could  not  do  this,  and  he  would  not  do  that,  because  it  would 
cripple  the  bank,  or  actually  blow  up  the  branch  in  this  city! 
Now,  what  are  the  fact?.'  We  all  know  that  since  Mr.  Kendall 
wrote  tlii-  letter,  the  administration  has  been  compelled  to  tack 
about,  and  from  charsing  the  bank  with  being  bankrupt,  it  has 
all  at  once  become  too  sound.  It  has  too  much  specie!  general 
Jackson  says.  As  to  the  branch  in  this  city,  so  far  from  troubling 
its  credit,  the  government  has  drawn  all  ils  funds  out  but  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  without  being  able 
I  to  touch  its  specie;  and  the  balances  are  this  morning  in  ils  fa- 
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vor  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
So  that  were  the  government  to  draw  (or  the  whole  balance  to- 
day, the  bank  would  hand  their  drafts  over  to  the  deposite  banks, 
with  the  power  of  calling  into  its  own  vaults  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars  of  specie  besides!* 

One  thing  more:  Look  at  Mr.  Kendall's  letters,  and  see  in 
what  a  pretty  prt'dicament  the  government  had  already  found 
itself  placed,  on  the  18th  of  October,  in  regard  to  funds  for  the 
public  service  in  the  Mediicrjanean.  Heretofore,  the  United 
States  bank,  through  its  own  bankers  in  Europe,  has  managed 
all  these  matters,  with  the  utmost  ease  and  facility — but  now, 
the  government  is  obliged  to  throw  itself  into  the  hands  of  the 
brokers  to  buy  the  specie,  and  renjit  it  at  its  own  expense! 

KEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Navy  department)  Novembei  '30th,  1833. 
To  the  president  of  the   United  States: 

Sir — in  submitting  to  your  consideration  a  review  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  naval  branch  of  the  public  service  during  the 
past  year,  1  would  first  invite  attention  to  its  administration  in 
thi:i  place. 

The  separate  organization  of  the  navy  department,  in  the 
manner  originally  established  by  congress,  and  the  change  since 
made  by  the  addition  of  a  navy  board,  liavc,  with  the  several 
clerks  now  allowed,  furnished  a  sufficient  number  of  persons 
for  the  suitable  discharge  of  all  ordinary  duties  immediately 
connected  with  this  office.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends," 
those  duties  have  generally  been  performed  with  promptitude 
and  accuracy.  But  some  changes  in  the  present  laws  respect- 
ing them,  would  probably  prove  beneficial.  Though  the  num- 
ber of  clerks,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  salary  paid  to  them, 
are  deemed  sufficient,  yet  more  substantial  justice  could  be  en- 
forced, if  that  amount  was  so  appropriated  as  to  permit  the  de- 
partment to  divide  it  in  conformity  to  the  usefulness  of  their 
respective  services.  It  has  happened  that  some  of  them,  re- 
ceiving large  salaries,  perform  no  greater  or  more  difficult  duties 
than  those  receiving  less  pay;  and  no  power  exists  here  to  equa- 
lize their  compensation,  except  by  an  occasional  transfer  of  du- 
ties, not  always  convenient,  appropriate  or  useful. 
"  A  djfterent  arrangement  of  the  navy  board  has,  for  a  few 
years,  been  a  subject  of  consideration  by  congress.  The  board 
itself,  and  the  head  of  this  department,  once  united  in  recom- 
mending such  a  change  as  to  apportion  its  ordinary  business 
among  the  several  members  with  a  view  to  greater  convenience, 
despatch  and  responsibility.  This  could  be  accomplished  with- 
out any  material  increase  ofexpense;  and  it  seems  on  many  ac- 
counts very  desirable.  The  reasons  for  the  change  have  been 
so  fully  detailed  in  former  reports,  as  not  to  need,  at  this  time, 
further  explanation. 

There  might  be  some  useful  alterations  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  naval  branch  of  the  service  in  the  office 
of  the  fourth  auditor,  wliose  duties,  though  nominally  belonging 
lo  the  treasury  department,  are  intimately  allied  with,  and  very 
essential  in  most  of,  the  operations  of  the  navy.  The  great 
amount  of  property  which  is  in  charge  of  this  department,  and 
which  is  yearly  increasing,  seems  to  require  that  a  regular  ac- 
count of  it  should  be  opened  in  that  office,  and  kept  in  such 
manner  as  to  insure  safety  and  responsibility.  In  another  par- 
ticular, improvement  could  be  made.  The  old  balances  on  his 
books,  due  from  defaulters  who  were  once  in  the  naval  service, 
are  large;  and  although  few  such  balances  have  occured  lately, 
yet  the  collection  of  all  of  them  would  doubtless  be  promoted, 
if  it  were  devolved  upon  him,  as  the  person  who,  from  his  of- 
ficial station,  is  best  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  claims, 
and  the  means  of  payment  possessed  by  the  debtors,  and  who 
could  act  with  most  promptitude  in  securing  the  public. 

Auxiliary  to  the  central  administration  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice, the  inspection  of  our  ordnance  was,  a  few  yeai-s  since, 
assigned  to  an  officer  of  rank  residing  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
authorised  to  receive  the  usual  extra  allowances  while  engaged 
in  actual  duty.  His  employment  during  the  past  season  has 
been  much  extended,  having  embraced  the  inspection  of  all 
our  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  depot  of  all  the  naval 
Stations.  The  result,  it  is  hoped,  may  prove  highly  beneficial 
in  our  future  operations.  Under  a  similar  arrangement,  the 
custody  and  correction,  as  well  as  occasionally  the  purchase 
of  charts,  chronometers,  compasses  and  nautical  instruments 
generally,  were  devolved  on  two  intelligent  officers  stationed  at 
this  place.  The  system  has  worked  favorably,  and  the  small 
increase  of  expense  attending  it  has  been  amply  repaid  in  the 
better  preservation  and  quality  of  those  articles,  and  in  the  pro- 
bable increase  of  safety  to  our  vessels  afloat,  and  to  their  gal- 
lant officers  and  crews.  A  specific  estimate  for  the  purchase 
and  maintenance  of  a  lithographic  press  is  submitted  as  a 
means  of  saving,  under  charge  of  these   officers,  still  more  to 

*Tlie  following  brief  statement  of  facts  in  the  same  paper 
shews  the  troubles  of  the  banks  in  a  very  strong  light: 

On  Saturday  the  21st — A  stranger  presented  the  notes  of  the 
bank  to  the  amount  of  20,000  dollars,  and  required  the  .specie. 
The  branch  drew  on  the  JPhenix.  The  latter  said  it  would  pay 
the  draught  at  3  o'clock,  but  as  the  holder  was  in  too  much  haste 
to  wait,  the  branch  advanced  the  specie  to  accommodate  him. 
Meantime  the  Phenix  drew  for  the  specie  on  the  Mcchnnicx,  iinA 
the  Mechanics  in  turn  drew  upon  the  Manhattan.  But  as  the 
draught  upon  the  latter  was  not  present«d  until  the  hour  of  3 
o'clock,  it  deferred  payment  until  this  morning  as  it  had  a  right 
to  do. 


the  public  in  the  procurement  of  charts,  circulars  and  blank 
forms,  of  such  kinds  as  are  employed,  not  only  in  this  office, 
but  at  the  several  yards,  and  on  board  vessels  in  commission. 
(A.)  Its  various  conveniences  and  usefulness  in  other  re- 
spects, and  especially  in  the  drawings  and  plans  connected  with 
the  survey  of  our  coast  now  in  progress,  are  more  particularly 
detailed  in  the  reports  annexed.  (B,  1  and  -2.)  To  prevent 
any  nominal  or  real  increase  of  appropriations  in  consequence 
of  the  purchase  of  this  press,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  general 
estimates  that  a  corresponding,  or,  indeed,  a  larger  reduction 
has  been  made  in  what  is  asked  for  the  general  contingent  ap- 
propriations fortius  office  and  for  the  service,  and  out  of  which 
appropriations  most  of  the  above  articles  are  now  provided. 

It  was  formerly  recommended  to  organize  at  this  |ilace  a 
naval  medical  bureau,  and  a  bill  is  now  on  the  files  of  con- 
gress reported  for  that  purpose.  As  that  bill  was  not  finally  dis- 
posed of,  I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  adopt  any  different  system 
for  attaining,  in  a  different  matmer.  most  of  the  benefits  ex-  ^ 
pected  to  be  accomplished  by  that  measure.  But  if  nothing  be  J^ 
done  during  the  ensuing  session  of  congress,  regulating  this 
subject,  it  is  intended,  under  our  present  laws,  that  one  of  the 
older  surgeons,  in  connexion  with  other  services  either  at  the 
barracks  or  navy  yard  in  this  city,  shall  be  detailed  and  em- 
ployed in  performing  many  of  the  duties  contemplated  for  a 
surgeon  general. 

The  whole  expenses,  the  past  year,  for  all  persons  situated 
here,  and  belonging  to  the  administration  of  this  department, 
as  well  as  the  expenses  for  the  care  and  repair  of  our  furniture, 
buildings,  and  the  ground  appurtenant,  were  about  ^48,000. 
This  amount,  I  trust,  will  be  thought  to  bear  a  favorable  com- 
parison with  the  same  class  of  expenses  at  former  periods,  or  in 
other  similar  establishments,  when  the  large  increase  and  ex- 
tent of  duties  at  this  place  are  duly  considered. 

Passing  from  the  central  administration  of  this  department  to 
that  of  the  persons  connected  with  its  operations  elsewhere,  I 
would  next  submit  to  your  consideration  a  few  remarks  on  the 
situation  of  such  of  those  persons  as  fill  official  stations,  but 
are  technically  denominated  naval  officers.  They  are  a  large 
and  useful  class,  belonging  to  what  may  be  considered  our  civil 
list;  and  consists  of  agents,  storekeepers,  constructors,  builders, 
school  masters,  secretaries  to  commanders,  clerks  of  yards,  en- 
gineers, live  oak  superintendents;  and  some  others  attached  to 
stations  and  hor-pitals. 

In  an  establishment  growing,  like  the  navy,  in  a  few  years 
from  so  sinall  a  beginning  to  its  comparatively  great  size  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  and  at  the  present  moment,  it  was  per- 
haps unavoidable  that  many  measures  and  appointments,  con- 
sidered as  incidental  to  other  important  objects  expressly  au- 
thorised, should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  department.  In 
this  way  most  of  the  above  persons  have  been  employed  and 
paid,  usually  by  virtue  of  estimalea  and  general  appropriations, 
without  any  specific  provision  in  any  act  of  congress  regulating 
the  naanner  of  their  appointment,  or  the  amount  of  their  com-  _ 
pensation.  Indeed,  a  system  similar  in  some  respects  has  been  4k 
extended  to  others;  as  the  only  limit  which  now  exists  to  the  "  " 
number  of  every  class  of  naval  officers  is  the  same  discretion, 
restrained  solely  by  estimates  and  appropriations,  and  by  the 
confirmation  required  from  the  senate  in  the  case  of  commis- 
sioned officers.  These  practices  have  not,  in  my  opinion,  been 
the  safest;  though  the  custom  of  this  department  to  submit  to 
congress,  through  the  executive  and  otherwise,  full  communi- 
cations of  its  doings  in  relation  to  most  of  these  subjects,  enables 
the  government  to  exercise  any  control  deemed  necessary  over 
any  supposed  abuse.  My  own  desire  has  been,  whenever  con- 
venient and  practicable,  to  impose  still  further  limits  on  that 
discretion.  With  this  view,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  esti- 
mates for  the  contingent  appropriations  were  made  by  me  more 
specific,  and  settled  rules  of  allowances  and  compensation,  in 
most  cases,  were  established  or  collected,  and  then  digested  and 
published.  The  revision  of  our  whole  naval  regulations  by  the 
board  heretofore  appointed  for  that  purpose,  will,  when  finished 
and  adopted,  probably  introduce  greater  system  and  certainty  in 
relation  to  some  of  these  matters.  But  it  still  deserves  conside- 
ration, whether  additional  legal  provision  might  not  judiciously 
be  made  concerning  the  appointment  and  wages  of  some  of  the 
classes  before  named.  All  the  persons  on  the  civil  list  now  un- 
der consideration,  are  believed  to  have  conducted,  during  the 
past  year,  with  fidelity  to  their  duties.  The  only  essential 
changes  in  relation  to  them  have  been  the  following.  There 
has  been  a  discontinuance  of  two  naval  constructors,  whose 
services  were  no  longer  needed;  and  new  and  more  economical 
arrangements  have  been  made  as  to  the  duties  of  some  of  our 
agents  and  storekeepers  abroad.  The  few  live  oak  agents,  ap- 
pointed for  certain  districts,  who  remained  in  office  last  Decem- 
lier,  have  been  dispensed  with;  and  no  salary  is  now  [)aying  on 
that  account,  except  to  one  person,  in  temporary  employ  for  a 
few  months,  in  the  examination  of  an  unfinished  district.  In 
some  cases  in  which  we  have  had  warranted  officers  competent 
to  perform  tiie  labors  assigned  to  persons  belonging  to  civil  lite, 
and  hired  at  some  of  the  yards,  it  has  been  deemed  sound  eco- 
nomy to  order  the  former  upon  such  duty,  and  to  discontinue 
the  services  of  the  latter. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  select  a  permanentcnpineer; 
as  the  superintendents  of  the  dry  docks,  and  of  the  erecfinn 
of  the  hospitals,  have  been  able  for  the  present  to  perform  such 
duties  as  would  have  been  required  of  him.  But  the  additional 
schoolmasters  authorised  nt  the  last  pession  have  been  employ- 
ed; and,  it  is  hoped,  with  increased  benefit  to  the  class  of 
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younger  officers.  A  general  order  lias  recently  been  issued  with 
a  view  lo  iinprova  the  education  of  these  officers,  by  requiring 
all  niidsliipinen,  whether  passed  or  not,  after  suitable  relaxation 
under  leaves  of  absence,  to  attend  on  one  of  the  naval  tidiools 
for  furtlier  instruction  in  the  studies,  and  proficiency  in  the  du- 
ties, belonging'  lo  their  profession.  It  is  intended  lo  employ 
them  not  only  in  appropriate  reading,  nautical  obst^rvaiidus  and 
recitations,  but  in  lorniing  a  more  practical  ac(|naiiilance  witli 
the  several  materials  used  in  the  cunstruclion  and  cquipnH'ril  of 
vessels,  and  with  tiie  manner  of  preserving  iliem,  and  wf  apply- 
ing them  in  building  and  repairs.  A  due  portion  ol  tlicir  l(■l^ure 
will  also  be  devoted  to  the  performance  of  such  servici-s  con- 
nected with  our  most  inipuiiant  naval  stations  where  the 
schools  are  established,  as  will  be  useful  to  the  public,  and  at 
the  same  time  advance  them  in  a  more  tliorou<;h  knowledge  of 
the  active  duties  which  may  soon  devolve  on  them  in  higher 
and  more  responsible  situations. 

Excepting  these  vaiiaiions.  the  civil  establishments  at  the 
yards,  and  abroad,  have  not  been  materially  altered  during  the 
year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  persons 
connected  with  tlnnn  have  been  considerably  reduced,  and  are 
now  annually  about  i$130,000.  This  does  not  include  the  wages 
of  ordinary  laborers;  as  they  are  more  properly  charged,  ac- 
cording to  their  employment,  under  ollitr  heads,  which  will 
hereafter  be  considered — such,  for  example,  as  repairs  of  ves- 
sels, improvements  at  yards,  or  building  of  hospitals. 

The  only  material  change  proposed  in  the  civil  list  for  the 
ensuing  year,  is  a  small  addition  to  the  very  low  compensation 
of  some  the  clerks  at  a  few  of  tiie  yards. 

The  remaining  persons  belonging  to  the  naval  establishment 
are  the  various  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy.  The  general  con- 
duct of  these  the  past  year  has  been  highly  commendable.  The 
very  small  number  of  courts  martial,  it  is  believed,  has  arisen 
from  an  improving  spirit  of  harmony  in  the  service,  and  from  a 
mild,  but  firm  and  uniform  system  of  discipline.  Seldom  has 
the  health  enjoyed  on  every  station  been  better;  and  the  supe- 
rior condition  of  the  medical  corps,  as  well  as  of  the  hospitals, 
exercises  on  this  subject  a  very  salutary  influence. 

The  number  of  officers  in  the  different  classes  has  generally 
been  kept  within  the  estimates,  ft  is  proposed  to  continue  the 
number  much  as  it  now  exists.  There  are  now  quite  as  many 
captains  and  surgeons  as  can  be  usefully  employed;  the  former 
having  been  increased  about  one-third,  and  the  latter  one- 
fourth,  during  the  last  ten  years.  There  are  somewhat  more 
lieutenants  and  midshipmen  than  might  be  deemed  indi^-pensa- 
ble;  the  former  within  that  time  having  been  increased  about 
one-half,  and  the  latter  one-fourth:  though,  in  making  this  com- 
parison, it  is  proper  to  state  tiiat,  jirevious  to  1824,  all  these 
classes  had  occasionally  been  more  numerous  than  they  were 
at  that  period.  But,  in  relation  to  the  two  last  classes,  no  re- 
duction from  the  estimates  of  last  year  is  contemplated.  It  is 
considered  that,  on  a  peace  establishment,  the}'  ought  to  pos- 
sess ample  and  valuable  materials  for  any  sudden  or  large  in- 
crease of  the  higher  classes,  which  any  national  emergency  may 
at  any  time  require;  whilst  nothing  is  found  to  prove  more  in- 
jurious to  older  officers  than  to  be  placed  in  a  condition  where 
no  further  improvement,  by  anticipated  promotion,  exist,  and 
where  the  classes  they  already  fill  contain  so  large  a  number  as 
to  permit  many  years  to  elapse  without  the  possibility  of  putting 
them  all  on  active  duty,  unless  at  the  expense,  inconvenience, 
and  injury,  of  more  frequent  chamies  of  the  superior  officers  in 
Btalions  and  squadrons,  than  the  public  interests  appear  to  jus- 
tify. 

The  whole  number  of  naval  officers  at  this  time,  includ- 
ing those  under  warrants  as  well  as  commissions,  is  about 
one  thousand;  and  our  wliole  annual  expenses,  of  every  kind, 
for  their  maintenance  is  about  $850,000,  or  on  an  average  about" 
^850  dollars  for  each  officer.  These  expenses  have  not  been  in- 
creased during  the  last  ten  years,  except  what  has  been  caused 
by  the  addition  before  mentioned  to  the  numbers  of  some  classes 
of  officers,  and  the  augmentation  in  pay  in  1827  to  passed  mid- 
shipmen, in  1828  to  surgeons  and  their  assistants,  and  in  1830  to 
lieutenants.  In  the  mean  time,  of  late  years,  more  useless  offi 
cers  have  been  placed  on  iialf  pay,  and  and  some  large  allow- 
ances reduced.  But  no  furtlier  essential  reductions  in  these 
particulars  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  effected  without  injury  either 
to  individual  officers,  or  to  the  naval  service.  Whatever  has 
been  accomplished  by  myself  on  this  subject  and  on  the  re- 
quirement of  a  more  equal  portion  of  laiiorious  duty  from  all 
officers  of  similar  rank  and  date  who  were  not  invalids,  has 
often  caused  to  me  much  pain;  but  it  has  been  prompted  by  a 
strong  sense  of  the  equal  justice  due  to  the  officers  themselves, 
and  of  the  manifest  propriety  in  this  department  of  seeing  that 
all  those  under  its  administration  perform  services  for  the  pub- 
lic, when  practicable,  in  some  degree  proportionate  to  the  com- 
pensation they  receive. 

It  is  hoped  that  I  may  not  be  deemed  importunate,  if,  once 
more  urging  on  your  attention  a  topic  far  more  grateful  to  my 
feelings,  I  have  long  entertained  a  decided  opinion  that  the 
compensation  to  some  classes  of  officers  ougiit  to  be  increased. 
It  is  certain  that  more  equal  justice  would  be  awarded  to  all, 
that  services  at  sea  could  more  easily  be  obtained,  that  greater 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity  in  the  performance  of  duty  would  he 
evinced,  and  a  higher  grade  of  qualifications  in  some  subordi- 
nate stations  could  be  commanded,  if  the  whole  subject  of  pay 
was  revised,  and  the  compensation  graduated  in  a  fairer  pro- 
portion among  different  ranks  in  the  navy,  and  to  similar  ranks 
in  the  army;  and  if  there  was  provision  made  for  a  larger  and 


marked  discrimination  between  duty  afloat  and  leave  of  ab- 
sence, or  waiting  orders,  on  shoru.  Such  a  discrimination 
formed  a  prominent  feature  in  the  act  of  congress,  passed  April 
21st,  18U5,  and  which  regulates  pay  as  now  established.  But 
that  discrimination,  amounting  lo  one-half  of  the  whole  pay, 
was  virtually  abolished  by  a  rule  of  this  department  in  1819. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  small  coiiipensaiion  to  some 
<  las^t•  s  ol  oiruers,  and  after  so  long  a  praciice  under  that  rule,, 
with  the  yeaily  saiiciion  ol  congres^s  by  nii  ans  of  the  estimates 
and  corresponding  a|)propriali(iiis  in  conloiniit}  lo  the  rule,  I 
have  iiol  (ell  at  lilierty  to  alter  it.  Further  dilailt.  on  this  sub- 
ject al  this  time  aie  not  (Icenu'd  neces?ary,  as  tiny  have  lully 
and  recently  been  laid  belore  you  in  a  special  report  from  this 
department  on  a  resolution  of  the  senate  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

I'he  wlnde  nuniDer  of  seamen  in  the  navy,  including  all  the 
diflerent  grades,  does  not  vary  much  from  five  thousand;  and  the 
annual  expenses  of  their  pay,  rations,  and  enlistment,  are  not 
far  from  $1,130,000,  or,  on  an  average,  about  $226  lor  each  sea- 
man. Tliese  expenses  are  small,  and  indicate  gieal  popularity 
in  the  service  when  we  advert  not  only  to  our  facility  in  obtain- 
ing good  seamen,  but  to  the  high  rate  of  wages  the  past  year  in 
merchant  vessels,  and  to  the  great  cost  of  this  class  of  persona 
in  the  navies  of  some  countries,  where  labor  is  generally  much 
lower  than  in  the  United  States.  These  ex|)enses  have  not 
been  increased  the  last  ten  years,  except  by  an  augmentation  of. 
about  one- third  in  the  whole  number  of  seamen,  arising  chiefly 
from  an  increase  of  our  force  in  commission.  The  complement 
of  men  to  each  vessel  might  advantageously,  in  some  respects, 
be  lessened,  and  the  wliole  expenses  on  account  of  ihem  be 
thus  reduced,  were  it  not  considered  of  vital  importance  in  so 
small  a  navy  lo  have  all  our  shijis  afloat  as  perfect  as  possible 
in  every  particular  conducive  to  their  efficiency,  and  to  the  re- 
putation of  tiie  government.  It  is  expected  that  a  laudable 
pride  will  then  be  felt  and  encouraged  by  all  connected  with  the 
service,  on  a  comparison  of  the  condition  of  our  own  ships  with 
those  of  other  nations,  and  that  the  moral  force  of  our  navy — 
as  a  model  for  a  larger  one  when  wanted — as  likely  to  vindicate 
its  country's  rights  and  honor,  in  war,  and  iirotect  its  commerce 
in  peace — will  always  be  much  greater  with  a  small  number  of 
vessels  afloat,  built  of  the  best  materials  and  in  the  best  man- 
ner, supplied  with  the  most  approved  equipments,  commanded 
by  w<;ll  educated  and  well  disciplined  officers,  and  navigated  by 
full  crews  of  hardy  and  contented  seamen,  with  the  whole  rea- 
dy on  an  emergency  for  immediate  and  efficient  action — than 
with  double  the  number  of  vessels  half  manned,  and  in  other 
respects  defectively  provided.  Every  improvement  in  our  mar 
terials,  whether  timber,  cordage,  or  cannon— in  our  yards,^ 
docks,  or  harbors,  in  our  hospitals  or  asylums — will  add  strenjjth 
to  this  moral  force,  and  better  prepare  us  for  any  future  conflict 
in  which  the  violence  or  injustice  of  other  nations  may  involve 
us. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  service,  it  is  deemed  pro- 
per to  present  some  remarks  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
marine  corps.  The  subject  of  its  allowances,  in  addition  to 
pay  was  not  specially  noticed  by  congress  the  last  year,  thongh, 
in  that  way,  it  has  of  late  been  customary  to  regulate  them. 
But,  under  a  belief  that  tiie  omission  probably  arose  from  acci- 
dent, I  have  not  interfered  to  revise  the  difficulties  ivhich  have 
so  long  existed  under  that  head.  It  will,  Jiowever,  he  consider- 
ed my  duty,  the  ensuing  year,  to  investigate,  and  attempt  toad- 
just  them,  if  not  otherwise  provided  for.  The  commutation  of 
the  whiskey  partoftlie  ration,  wiiile  the  marines  are  at  sea,  has 
been  extended  to  this  corps;  and  ihe  army  regulation,  entirely 
abolishing  that  part,  has  been  applied  to  their  rations  while  on 
shore. 

The  whole  expenses  of  the  corp.',  independent  of  the  rrcction 
of  barracks  and  officers'  quarters,  are  yearly  about  $190,000. 
Tha  expenditures  for  such  erections,  on  an  average  tor  the  last 
ten  years,  have  been  about  $5,000  anmially.  The  quarters  au- 
tht)rised  at  Philadelphia  have  been  completed;  but  the  comfort 
and  proper  accommodation  of  the  men  require  new  barracks  at 
New  York.  The  estimates  for  this  purpose,  and  for  the  support 
of  this  corps,  are  herewith  submitted.     (C,  1  and  2.) 

The  examination  of  the  state  of  the  pensioners  upon  the  navy 
pension  fund,  as  those  enjoying  its  privileges,  have  been,  or  are 
now,  in  the  service,  or  were  connected  with  those  once  in  it, 
may  also  be  deemed  to  come  properly  under  the  head  of  persons 
attached  to  the  navy.  Though  the  annual  expenditures  from 
that  fund  are  about  $33,000,  yet  the  fund  itself  did  not  spring 
from  the  public  treasury,  except  as  derived  from  prizes  captur- 
ed by  our  public  vessels.  It  was  not  till  lately  that  its  disburse- 
ments were  classed  with  the  navy  expenditures;  and  now  the - 
only  yearly  expense  this  fund  and  its  admiiiistratinn  here  impose 
on  the  treasury,  is  the  portion  of  time  they  occupy  of  the  head 
of  this  department,  and  of  one  clerk.  Its  annual  income  now 
exceeds  the  annual  expenses  about  $20,000,  and,  dnrins  the  past 
year,  rules  have  been  prepared,  and  the  benefits  of  tills  snrjilus 
extended,  as  originally  contemplated  by  the  act  of  congress 
creating  the  fund,  as  to  embrace  those  officers  and  seamen,  who 
without  beinn  wminded,  have,  durina  long  and  faithful  servi- 
ces, been  visited  by  infirmities  entitling  them  to  relief  Five 
persons,  comins  under  this  description,  have  been  added  to  the 
pension  li.-t,  and  ;ire  allowed  suitable  clothing,  food,  and  medi- 
cal attendance.  The  number  of  peni-ioners  under  this  and  the 
other  provisions,  is  297. 

The  condition  of  the  privateer  pensioners,  placed  under  the 
exclusive  administration  of  this  department,  has  not  essential- 
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Ijr  changed  during  the  year.  The  fund  for  their  relief,  like  that 
for  navy  pensioners,  does  not  come  from  the  public  treasury, 
and  its  management  is  no  cliarge  upon  that  troa-ury,  except  in 
the  pariicniais  before  mentioned.  As  the  whole  of  tliis  fund 
was  derived  from  captures  by  privateers,  it  has  been  deemed 
expedient  to  exhaust  it  in  the  support  of  ihose  disabled,  and  of 
proper  (lersons  connected  vvitli  those,  whose  bravt'ry  and  enter- 
prise made  the  captures.  It  has  tiierefore  become  t;radually  re- 
duced to  ^44,687.  The  annual  charge  on  it  at  this  time  is  about 
$3,000,  e.xceeding  considerably  the  annual  income,  and  tiius,  in 
due  time,  carrying  into  effect  the  original  policy  of  the  system. 
For  further  particulars  about  tliese  two  funds  reference  can  be 
had  to  the  annexed  statement.     (D,  1  to  5.) 

On  a  review  of  the  entire  personal  branch  of  our  naval  estab- 
lislMueut,  it  will  be  seen  that  its  nntiual  cost,  not  includins;  the 
marine  corps,  is  about  ,<5^2,00O,OO0;  and,  of  tliat  sum,  about 
^'1.934,01)0  is  an  anriual  chaige  on  the  public  treasury.  Consider- 
ing tlie  size  and  usefulness  of  tlie  whole  naval  establishment,  it 
is  believed  that  tliis  part  of  it,  at  the  preseut  time,  bears  a  judi- 
cious and  economical  proportion  to  the  whole,  except  in  the 
particulars  heretofore  enumerated.  Should  im[)rov<'ments  bH 
made  in  tiiose  particulars,  I  am  satisfied  that  tite  number  and 
compensation  of  the  persons  employi-d,  both  on  the  civil  list 
and  in  the  navy,  will  be  fou.'id  to  be  such  as  to  ensure  the  due 
care  and  presfrvation  of  the  public  property,  to  fnrni>h  officers 
and  miMi  sufficient  for  the  prnsent  protection  of  our  comnnMce 
and  rights  abroad,  and  to  maintain  among  all  classes  a  state  of 
discipline  and  activity  iiidispensalde  to  efficiency  in  the  dis- 
ciiarge  of  ordinary  duties,  and  to  a  supply  of  suitable  candidates 
for  promotion  in  the  extraordinary  exigencies  of  the  future. 

The  deaths,  dismissions  and  resignations,  in  the  service  since 
my  last  report,  may  be  seen  in  the  tables  annexed.  ^E.  F.  G.) 
When  we  advert  to  the  other  sulijects  connected  with  the 
navy,  and  more  especially  to  what  may  be  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  its  materials,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  notice  first  the  em- 
ployment and  condition  of  our  public  vessels.  Those  in  com- 
mission have  consisted  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  four  frigates, 
eleven  sloops,  and  seven  schooners.  They  have  been  distribut- 
ed, as  usual,  on  four  foreign  stations,  keeping  up  a  greatiir  in- 
tercourse lliaii  formerly  with  the  western  coasts  of  Portugal 
and  Africa,  and  with  the  adjacent  islands,  extending  our  crui-es 
into  various  parts  of  tlie  Indian  ocean,  and  makini;  the  West 
India  squadron  act  somewhat  more  as  a  home  squadmn,  by  re- 
quiring a  portion  of  it  to  visit  twice  annually  some  of  our  At- 
lantic pints.  By  properly  regulating  these  visits,  much  expo- 
sure in  the  two  most  danu'erons  month.s  in  a  tropical  climate  is 
avoided,  and  great  facilitii^s  are  obtained  to  furnish  noci'ssary 
supplies,  to  relieve  parts  of  tlieir  cn-ws  and  exchange  officers, 
as  well  as  to  have  nearer  at  hand,  during  those  visits,  vessels 
in  commission,  which,  if  any  emergency  shfuild  occur,  may  be 
despaiciied  at  f>iice  on  any  distant  or  important  service.  EtTorts 
have  been  made  to  relieve  seasonably  all  our  vessels  which 
have  been  mitre  tlian  two  years  abroad.  The  Fairfield  and  Viii- 
cennes  have  been  sent  to  the  Pacific  to  succeed  the  Potomac 
and  Falmouth;  the  Natchez  and  Ontario,  to  the  Brazilian  sta- 
tion in  place  of  the  Lexington  and  Warren;  the  Experiment  to 
the  West  Indies  in  place  of  the  Shark,  and  theSliark  and  Dela- 
ware to  the  Mediterranean  in  place  of  the  Concord,  Boston, 
John  Adams,  and  Brandywine.  fn  tnaking  these  changes  so 
early  as  to  prevent  the  expiration  abroad  of  the  service  of  our 
seamen,  much  discontent  has  been  avoided,  though  this  system 
lias  necessarily  subjected  the  department  to  some  additional  ex- 
pense, by  having  occasionally,  for  short  periods,  double  sets  of 
vessels  afloat  attached  to  the  same  station.  But  it  has  enabled 
us  to  perform  our  engagements  faithfully  with  their  crews,  and 
to  keep  up  a  more  regular  and  constant  force  on  each  station 
for  protection.  At  the  same  time,  caution  has  been  taken  lo 
guard  against  an  increase  of  our  whole  expenditures  for  the 
current  year  beyond  the  appropriations  connected  with  this 
subject. 

All   those  squadrons  have  been   actively  and  efficiently  em 
ployed:  and  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  state,  that  our  com 
merce  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe  was  probably  never  known  lo 
be  more  free  from  menaces,  danger,  or  actual  violence. 

The  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  are  for  the  same  amount 
of  force  as  was  authorised  the  past  3'ear,  consisting  of  about 
530  guns,  and  distributed  in  such  a  proporlion  among  vessels  of 
every  class  belonging  to  our  service,  as  to  combine  the,  greatest 
eflieiency  for  naval  purposes  during  peace,  with  the  soundest 
economy.  Few  will  deem  that  force  either  too  lar^e  or  extra- 
vagant, when  it  is  considered  that  our  foreisn  couunerce,  ex- 
posed on  the  oci.'an,  exceeds  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in 
imports,  and  almost  an  equal  amount  of  exports,  with  vessels 
exposed  in  their  traiKjiortation  of  over  half  a  million  in  ton- 
nage, and  probably  twenty  millions  in  value;  and  when  it  is  re- 
membered how  much  the  security,  not  only  of  those  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  but  of  their  numerous  crews,  and  of  other 
classes  of  our  citizens  resident  in  some  countries  abroad, 
depends  upon  our  navy  bein-j;  actively  and  widely  distribut- 
ed. On  this  point  it  may  be  well  to  reflect  further,  how 
safely  that  navy  enables  us  not  only  to  send  to  new  and  the 
nio~;t  distant  markets,  and  thus  to  yive  increased  value  to  the 
surplus  proceeds  of  our  auricnltiire,  mannfaetories,  and  fishe- 
ries, and  to  obtain  in  return  whatever  may  conduce  to  comfort, 
improveiiHuit,  or  wealth,  but  what  protection  and  enhancitd 
worth  it  confers  on  most  of  our  immense  coasting  trade;  how 
much  our  national  reputation  abroad  is  every  where  known  and 


appreciated  by  it;  the  respect  it  inspires,  the  security  it  yields, 
and  the  weight  it  affords  in  all  our  claims  of  justice,  and  nego- 
tiations witli  swmi-barliarons  nations;  and  how  jn>tly  it  may  tie 
apprehended  that  new  penis  will,  ere  long,  await  a  portion  of 
our  trade,  and  the  tranquillity  of  a  part  ot Our  maritime  fron- 
tier, from  liie  operationsxif  a  new  course  of  legishuion  by  some 
linei^n  powers  coMcerniiig  an  iinforiiinate  porlion  ol  Iheir  po- 
pulation; and  against  v\hich  perils,  as  well  as  airainst  the  ordi- 
nary aggressio/is  and  piracies  in  pi'ace,  and  much  of  the  depre- 
dations which  may  threaten  us  iti  war,  the  navy,  from  the  in- 
sular situation  of  our  country  as  to  the  most  ol  the  world,  must 
always  be  regarded  as  our  great  safeL'iiard. 

The  facilities  for  the  examination  and  repair  our  vessels  have 
been  much  increased  the  past  year  by  the  completion,  in  most 
respects,  of  tin;  two  diy  docks;  and  the  expenses  in  refitting  the 
classes  of  larger  vessels  will  thereby  become  sensibly  redmed. 
The  present  policy  of  this  department  is  ti>  l.niiich  no  more 
vessels  ol  the  baitie  size  with  those  in  oidinary,  until  ilie  latter 
are  worn  (ml.  But  it  is  proposed  to  build  Irom  lime  to  time, 
and  protect  on  the  ^tocks  till  wanted,  such  new  vessels  as  c<m- 
gress  may  auihorise  to  be  constructed;  becau>e,  in  that  condi- 
tion, their  timber  will  imjirovrt  ralinr  than  decay,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  lakim;  care  of  them  will  be  trifiiiiy  I'linipnred  with  that 
of  vessels  in  ordinaiy.  'I'liis  cour.-e  has  been  ailofited  tin;  past 
year  with  the  Macedonian,  now  Imildiiiir.  It  is  recoinmeiideil, 
as  sound  policy,  that  authority  should  be  «;iven  lo  procure  the 
fr.ime  lor  another  sloop,  to  be  called  the  Levant,  alter  the  con- 
sort so  gallantly  captured  with  the  Cyane;  and  the  I'raine  tor 
another  frigate,  to  be  called  the  Pan!  Jones,  in  grateful  memory 
o!  one  of  the  earliest,  bravest,  and  most  distinuui-hed  comman- 
ders in  our  naval  service  duriiis;  the  revolution.  The  estimates 
for  the  purchase  of  these  are  submitted.  (H.)  Frames  could  not 
be  bought  for  vessels  of  these  names  under  aiij'  existing  laws; 
and  the  timber,  if  procured  and  seasoiK-d,  wlieiher  soon  set  up 
or  not,  would  become  more  valuable,  being  sheltered  under 
either  our  present  excellent  sheds  or  siiifi  houses,  and  live  oak 
probably  becoming  scarcer  and  dearer  as  our  southern  frontier 
cleared  for  cultivation. 

The  vessels  in  ordinary  and  on  the  stocks,  as  well  as  the 
frames  for  others  in  depot,  have  all  been  examined,  and  found 
to  l)e  in  a  i;ood  state  of  preservation,  except  a  few  of  those  in 
ordinary.  Some  of  tiiem  are  defective  by  tlieir  long  continuance 
afloat  before  being  covered,  some  by  their  great  age,  and  scm»e 
by  the  original  imperfection  of  their  timber.  Tiiose  unworthy 
of  being  rt^fitted  are  used  at  times  for  receiving  ships;  and  the 
rest,  as  wanted,  are  placed  in  a  proper  state  to  go  into  commis- 
sion for  the  relief  of  other  vessels  returi-iin!i  from  long  cruises, 
and  needing  extensive  repairs.  As  vessels  afloat  grow  older, 
their  repairs  must  of  necessity  become  more  expensive.  The 
cost  of  all  repairs  of  all  our  v(!ssels  the  past  year,  has  been  about 
,<i5580,000.  Doting  the  \nft  leu  years  the  repairs  have  been,  on 
an  average,  about  ^,500,000  annnall)'. 

A  table  showing  the  vessels  in  commission,  with  their  com- 
manders and  stations,  is  submitted.  (1).  The  names  and  condi- 
tion of  those  in  ordinary  and  on  the  stocks,  may  be  seen  in  the 
documents  annexed,  (K,  1  and  2).  Proceedinc  from  the  vessels 
to  the  materials  used  in  their  construction  and  equipment,  not 
much  has  occurred  the  pastyeardesi'rviniinotice.  Some  additions 
of  valuable  and  durable  articles  have  been  made  lo  our  various 
stores  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my  last  antiu  il  report.  All  these 
stores, and  especially  ihetimberin  the  docks  and  under  sheds, 
are  in  good  condition;  and  means  have  been  taken  to  ascertain 
and  supply  any  deficiency,  in  any  aiticle  not  perishable,  which 
may  l)e  wanted  for  the  building  and  perfect  equipment  of  every 
vessel  on  the  stocks,  and  every  frame  in  d(.'|)f)l.  As  more  lim- 
ber may  be  needed,  or  thou2iit  [iroper  to  be  purchased  in  ad- 
vance, our  means  for  the  supply  of  live  oak,  it  beini;  the  most 
important  species,  have  been  fully  investigated  and  di.-cussed 
in  a  special  report  to  congress  from  this  department  during  the 
la-;t  session.  Referring  to  that  for  detailed  information  on  this 
point,  I  would  only  add,  that  subsequent  examinations  in  some 
of  the  then  unfinished  districts  have  fully  confirmed  the  impres- 
sions entertained  concerning  the  great  quantity  of  live  oak  tim- 
ber on  portions  of  the  public  lands  in  those  districts.  In  respect 
lo  the  other  kinds  of  timberneeded  in  ship  building,  the  govern- 
ment has  made  little  public  provision;  and  doubts  exist  whether 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  any  further  public  provision  for  it3 
growth  or  preservation  while  the  prices  continue  so  moderate, 
and  the  resources  of  the  country  in  such  timber  are  likely,  for 
many  years,  to  remain  so  very  abundant. 

The  erection  of  two  new  maaazines,  where  none  before  ex- 
isted, is  proposed  the  next  season;  and  an  estimate  for  'hat  pur- 
pose is  subniiltcd.  (L.)  Connected  with  this,  a  thorough  in- 
spijction  1ms  been  made  not  only  of  our  prestml  ordnance  stores, 
but,  as  previously  mentioned,  of  all  our  arms  on  hand,  with  a 
view  to  the  sale  of  such  as  is  defective  or  unsuitable,  and  to 
the  procurement  of  what  may  be  found  necessary  to  produce 
nnilormily,  and  the  createst  power,  in  our  future  armaments. 
The  usual  sum  of  about  $10,000  has  been  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase of  such  ordnance  and  ordnance  stme--  as  the  current 
wants  of  tin?  service  required.  The  biiyin-j  and  maniificlure  of 
iron  tanks  for  all  <mr  vessels  in  commission  are  in  rapid  progress 
under  the  late  appropriation  for  that  (uirpose;  and,  should  con- 
Sjress  sanction  tlif  maUiiig  of  our  own  cordaixe  as  heretofoie 
asked,  and  as  now  asinin  proposed  in  the  "cneral  estimates,  the 
equipment  of  our  vessels  would  «:oou  become,  tbroiiahout,  all 
which  the  friends  of  the  service  could  desire,  for  health,  safety, 
elliciency,  and  national  reputation. 
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After  mufh  deliberation,  the  der-irtiTient  has  h(>come  con- 
vinci^d  that  the  hiiihJiiig  or  purclii^e  <>•'  two  store  sliips  for  the 
Pacific  station,  to  be  used  in  t'le  iraiiriportalion  and  the  pr(!*«r- 
vaiioii  lliiTf^  of  sti|i|ili(js  ol'aH  kinds,  would  proinon-  j^onnd  roo- 
ijoniy,  and  inrrea.T  the  ronitorts  of  onr  seamen.  An  csiiniate 
lor  tile  piocmeinent  oCone  the  en>uin!i  year  is  siibniifled.  (M) 
W<^  are  ohji^iid  in  (My  frciiilit  for  Ihese  supplies,  heavy  dniies 
either  on  ilicir  Ixdiu  landed  or  re  shipp<'d,  and  larjfe  rent  (or 
t-lOH;  lioiises.  TliH  dniies  are  a  hniilen  from  iviiich  we  are  a! 
ino.-^t  entueiy  exonerated  under  similar  eirenmstances  in  other 
quaiters  of  the  world.  The  proposeil  measure  wonid  relieve  ns 
trom  them  as  well  as  the  other  charges;  attd  the  store  ships,  hy 
g(Mng  out  and  returning  separaH-ly  and  aliertiately,  would  aflnrd 
great  facilities  to  exchange  or  hiiiig  home  invalid  fifficer?  and 
seamen,  without  inonrrimr  the  expense  ot  llieir  passages  in  iner- 
cliaiit  vessels  trom  so  disiaiil  a  slati<ui. 

The  coii:-irn<Mion  of  two  oi  tliree  small  steam  hatteries,  for 
reasons  heretoloie  recommended,  is  still  deemed  highly  in>por- 
tanl  to  our  fuiiire  interests;  anil  too  huig  d(day  iii  making  fur- 
ther experiments,  and  in  acquiring  fiiilher  >cicnce  on  this  suh 
ject  in  our  naval  service,  may,  <m  the  siulfh^i  oeeurreiiee  of 
lio.^iiliiies,  place  us  in  a  po>ition  not  a  little  mortif)  ing  tt>  our 
priile,  and  hazardous  to  our  wcllare. 

'IMie  diftVrcnt  navy  yards  are  essential  portions  of  our  naval 
estahlisliment,  connected  with  its  materials.  The  condition  of 
nii>r.t  ol  llieni  li  is  t)ecn  improved  the  pa.-t  year,  either  hy  new 
huildings  tor  (dlicers'  quarters,  or  in-w  store  houses  and  timher 
sJieds,  or  new, vvliarves  and  other  conveniences. 

The  two  dry  docks  at  the  yards  near  Norfolk  and  Boston, 
liuving  l)e(.n  successt'nlly  coiiipleted  in  all  essential  particulars, 
the  details  on  that  suhject  will  he  found  in  the  re()ort  nnnexed, 
(No.  1,2,  ami  ;J.)  This  report  shows  the  whole  expenditures 
the  last  year  not  only  on  that  suhject,  hut  on  all  others,  under 
llie  head  of  gradual  iinprov<'nient.  From  the  gre.nt  advantag(?s 
ahf.ady  realized  in  the  ease  and  rapidity  of  repairs  in  vessels  at 
the  yards  where  these  dry  dorks  are  situated,  (  am  satisfied  that 
others  would  be  found  very  beneticial.  Surveys  were  formerly 
liad  lor  two  more — one  at  New  York,  and  one  at  Portsmouth — 
and  a  report  in  favor  of  those  two,  was  once  niaile  and  approved 
in  the  house  of  representatives.  Much  can  b(!  urged  in  favor  of 
the  former  place  on  account  ot  its  central  position,  and  great  re- 
sources for  repairs,  stores,  seamen  and  workmen;  and  of  the 
latter  place,  on  account  of  the  low  price  of  labor,  small  cost  of 
constructing  a  dock,  and  the  easy  access  to  it  by  vessels  of  all 
classes  at  all  seasons  of  tlie  year.  But  whether  one  or  both,  or 
neither,  shall  be  selected  at  this  time,  is  submitted  to  the  pro- 
per authorities  on  a  review  of  the  whole  subject.  It  must  be 
obvious  that  the  relative  importance  of  different  stations  must 
undergo  changes,  as  the  capacities  of  different  quarters  of  the 
country  become  more  fully  devtjloped;  and  that  some  places, 
now  employed  as  naval  depots,  can  be  of  very  little  use  on  the 
occurrence  of  war,  while  the  positionsOf  others,  when  that 
event  may  happen,  will  greatly  increase  their  usefulness. 

Among  the  new  places  whicii,  on  such  an  occasion,  if  not 
earlier,  the  interests  of  the  country  may  rf  (juire  the  government 
to  occupy  for  naval  purposes,  will  undoubtedly  be  New-port 
harbor  on  the  north,  and  one  or  more  positions  on  the  long 
range  of  coast  to  the  south  biitween  Norfolk  and  Pensacola. 
Whether  the  last  selection  should  be  made  near  Charleston  or 
Savannah,  at  Key  West  or  the  Dry  Tortugas — each  of  which 
possesses  advantages  for  such  purposes — can  lie  better  decided 
when  the  time  and  circumstances  occur  rendering  imniediatu 
action  necessary. 

The  continuance  of  Pensacola  as  a  naval  station  seems  to  me 
judicious.  This  opinion  arises  not  only  from  its  convenient  po- 
sition as  to  the  whole  gulf  of  Mexico,  but  its  proximity  to  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  rivers,  whose  great  and 
growing  commerce  is  so  amply  entitled  to  the~best  protection. 
In  the  depth  and  size  of  its  bay,  in  the  excellent  defences  of  its 
mouth,  in  its  healthy  situation,  in  its  easy  access  to  all  our  ves- 
sels, except  of  the  two  highest  classes,  Pensacola  has  no  promi- 
nent rival  in  that  neighborhood.  The  correspondence  and  docu- 
ments annexed  (0, 1  and  2)  are  submit  ted  to  aid  yourself  and  con- 
gress to  judge  of  the  practicability  and  propriety  of  deepening  the 
entrance  to  the  bay,  so  as  to  admit  vessels  of  the  largest  class. 
This,  it  is  supposed,  can  be  effected  at  a  small  expense,  com- 
pared with  the  importance  of  such  a  measure  to  the  full  opera- 
tions of  our  navy  on  that  coast,  and  to  the  greater  security  and 
strength  of  our  southern  maritime  defences. 

The  exchange  of  lands  at  the  yard  near  New  York,  authorised 
at  the  last  session  of  congress,  has  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
controverted  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Harris  to  a  part  of  the 
navy  yard  near  Boston,  has  once  been  laid  before  congress;  and 
a  new  action  haviuii  been  instituted  by  them  aijainst  the  com- 
mander of  that  station,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  annexed, 
such  course  will  be  pursued  in  its  defence  as  congress  may  be 
pleased  to  direct.  (P.) 

Some  new  pretensions  have  been  set  up  to  different  parcels 
of  land  included  in  our  possession  and  purchases  at  Norfolk; 
but  their  justice  cannot  be  reco<rnized  on  the  facts  known  to  the 
department,  and  those  making  them  have  been  informed  that 
no  steps  can  be  taken  for  their  adjustment,  unless  the  parties 
previously  obtain  the  sanction  of  congress,  or  a  judgment  in 
their  favor  by  the  courts  o(  law. 

The  expenditures  on  all  the  yards  the  last  year,  exclusive  of 
the  dry  docks,  but  including  houses,  sheds,  stores,  wharves,  en- 
closures, workshops,  marine  barracks,  and  incidental  labor, 
have  been  about  $360,000.    The  expenditures  on  the  dry  docks 


are  chargeable  to  a  distinct  appropriation  for  gradual  improve- 
ment, and  were  aliout  »*180,<t0().  'J'he  other  expenditures  under 
the  last  head  wt;re  about  ^130,000.  (N,  1.)  'J'he  eslimaten  for 
llie  usual  objects  at  the  yards  the  ensuing  year,  are  about  llie 
av(!rage  amount  for  the  last  two  years.  Beside  those  objects', 
they  inclinle  an  extra  sum  towards  the  erection  of  rope  walks, 
III  conioiinily  Willi  tin;  plan  adopted  by  congres.s  in  1827;  and 
yet  the  \\  hole  aiiiDnnt  re(|uc.-ied  lowaids  the.-c  and  all  other  iiij- 
provenienls,  at  all  itn   yards,  is  only  $;j,!»4.U00. 

Ininicdiaiely  connected  with  the  subject  of  our  yards,  is  that 
of  our  naval  hospitals,  and  the  naval  asylum.  Under  the  ap- 
propnaiions  lalel\  made  by  congress,  new  hospitals  have  been 
cuinnienced  near  I'cii-acola,  New  York  and  Ltosi(ni,  (ui  retired 
and  healthy  sitc-s,  conilniiiiig  grtrat  convenience  and  beauty. 
The  plans  ol  these  have  been  foniied  on  a  scale  suiiat)h;  only 
to  the  present  wants  of  the  servit.e,  but  cajiable  of  easy  and 
apptopiiate  enlargement  herealier,  wheiievei  fiur  necessities 
may  re  (juire  it.  An  additional  sum  will  be  needed  to  finish  them 
in  the  manner  prop()?.cd,  and  to  make  fuither  |)rogrets  in  the 
hospital  beiore  built  at  Noilidk.  (Ci.). 

siucli  expenditures  have  lucii  in.ide  the  past  year  on  the  lat- 
ter, Irom  the  general  Inopital  lniMl,as  conki  well  be  spared,  and 
as  the  coinioris  ol  its  inmaies  seemed  nio.-t  urgently  to  demand. 
'J'liis  is  much  larger  iliaii  our  present  necessities  r<quire;  and, 
therefoie,  it  IS  not  proposed  to  linish  the  whole  interior  of  it. 
But  the  exterior  ot  lliw  li(»spital  is  now  chiefly  completed,  and 
it  has  bccoitie  one  of  the  most  beautiiul  and  useful  public 
buildings  belonging  to  the  goveriinient.  The  naval  asylum  at 
Philadelphia,  has  been  fini>lu;d  and  partly  furnished;  but  it  is 
much  regretted  that  tlie  deparfmeni  has  nut  been  able  to  obtain 
a  cessi(Mi  o(  jurisdiction  over  it,  without  reservations  that  ren- 
der the  cessiiui  wholly  nugatory.  Besides  retaining  the  usual 
power  in  the  stale  to  execute  criminal  and  civjl  process,  the  re- 
servations subject  it  to,  and  it  is  actually  burdened  by,  the  as- 
sessment of  large  taxes  which  are  paid  from  the  hard  earnin-js 
of  onr  seamen,  and  an  unlimited  right  is  retained  to  cut  up  tlie 
property  by  new  streets.  Further  efforts  are  nttw  making  by 
the  departmunt  to  obtain  relief  from  these  onerous  taxes  and 
liatiiliiies,  so  disadvantageous,  it  not  fatal,  to  the  success  of  this 
public  and  charitable  iii^lituiion.  Should  these  efforts  fail,  all 
tlie  coriespomience  and  documents  in  the  case  will  be  submit- 
ed,  in  order  that  such  legislation  may  be  had  as  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  subject  shall  be  thought  to  re- 
quire. The  general  condiiion  of  the  hospital  fund  may  be  seen 
ill  the  stateini-ni  before  referred  to.  (D,  6.) 

The  ordinary  purchases  of  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments for  use  in  linspitals  and  yards,  and  in  vessels  afloat,  are 
included  under  a  specific  appropriation,  and  are  about  ,f.35,000 
yearly.  The  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  surgeons  and  as.-istant 
surge(Mis  attached  to  the  hospitals  are  provifled  lor  under  the 
general  apj)ro|)riatif)n  lor  navy  ofhcers.  The  other  annual  ex- 
penses of  our  hospital  establi-hnient,  independent  of  buildings, 
furniture  and  rejtairs,  are  about  $1,000.  These  are  defrayed 
wholly  from  assessments  on  the  seamen  and  officers.  From 
the  same  quarter  come  all  other  resources  for  the  establishment, 
with  the  exception  of  such  appropriations  as  congn  ssliave  made 
from  time  to  time  to  aid  in  erecting  and  furnishing  buildings. 
These  last  appropriations  have  been  made  but  seldom,  and 
have,  within  ten  years,  amounted  to  a  sum  whicli  would  be,  on 
an  average,  about  $-22,150  annually;  and  for  the  same  purposes, 
during  that  period,  the  fund  has  furnished,  from  its  annual  in- 
crease and  former  accumulations,  about  !$45,000  annually. 
Should  congress  grant  what  is  now  asked,  more  will  probably 
not  be  wanted  for  many  years.  In  imineiliate  connexion  with 
the  yards,  hospitals,  and  other  real  estate  belonging  to  our  na- 
val establishment,  is  the  live  oak  plantation.  Being  situated 
only  seven  miles  from  our  most  southern  yard,  it  has  the  past 
year  been  placed  under  the  same  general  superintendence.  The 
purchase  of  the  land,  and  the  cuttina  and  removal  of  the  under- 
wood and  common  timber  from  about  200  acres  of  the  planta- 
tion, had  been  accomplished  before  the  charge  of  this  department 
was  placed  in  my  hands.  It  seemed  to  me  judicious  in  that  state 
of  tilings  to  attempt  to  preserve  any  benefits  already  attained, 
or  fairly  anticipated,  by  continuing  to  destroy  a  few  years  lon- 
ger the  annual  grovvth  of  other  wood  injurious  to  the  young 
live  oak  trees,  to  trim  and  train  the  thriftiest  new  ones  appear- 
'n\i>,  and  to  employ  merely  the  leisure  of  the  hands  so  engaged 
in  extendiiia  this  process  to  hi  ore  of  the  land.  From  200  acres 
of  land,  and  22,000  live  oak  trees  to  which,  in  1829,  the  above 
system  had  been  applied,  it  has,  since  1831,  been  so  continued 
and  extended,  thatthe  nursery  lias  become  enlarged  to225acre?, 
and  includes  over  60,000  trees.  The  expense  attending  this  has 
been  about  $1,200  a  year:  but  should  any  considerable  pfirtiou 
of  the  trees  ever  reach  maturity,  and  attain  a  size  suitable  for 
ship  building,  the  government  will  be  amply  repaid.  As  the 
trees  jsrow  larger,  the  annual  expense  concerning  the  same 
number  will  rapidly  diminish.  Doubts  exist  whether  some  of 
them,  from  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  and  their  apparently  dwarf- 
ish characfiT,  will  ever  attain  a  valuable  size.  But  it  is  now 
too  early  for  forming  a  decisive  opinion  on  the  extent  to  which 
the  operation  of  these  causes  may  affect  the  whole  plantation, 
and  under  existing  circumstance.*,  sound  policy  appears  to  re- 
quire that  the  experiment,  liavina  gone  so  fir.slioiild  be  allowed 
a  further  and  (nil  trial.  The  nearness  of  the  plantation  to  the 
Prnsacola  yard  and  water  transportation,  enhances  much  the 
value  of  any  timber  it  may  produce.  Lately,  I  have  not  only 
placed  this  land  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  com- 
mander of  that  yard,  but  required  his  particular  and  constant 
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vigilance  over  the  live  oak  reservations  in  all  that  region  of 
country.  The  whole  agencies  heretofore  connected  with  our 
live  oak  have,  as  before  suggested,  been  discontinued;  all  the 
districts,  except  small  portio.'is  of  two,  having  been  explored  as 
fully  as  is  deemed  useful  till  the  surveys  of  the  land  into  town- 
ships and  sections  shall  be  con)pleted.  Fast  as  they  may  be 
completed,  arnuigenuMits  have  been  made  for  additional  reser- 
vations of  public  land  on  wliich  live  oak  has  been  ascertained 
to  abound,  and  tiie  prospect  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  that  kind 
of  timber  in  future  is  flattering,  it  that  on  private  lands,  as  tlie>e 
are  wanted  to  be  cleared  fi(r"culiivation,  be  from  time  to  time 
purchased  at  moderate  prices,  and  placed  in  the  depot  for  tlie 
frames  of  vessels  specially  authorised  or  collected  under  the 
head  of  gradual  improvement.  On  the  whole  subject  I  liave  so 
recently,  and  at  such  length,  submitted  to  congress  the  views  of 
this  department,  that  further  observations  here  are  not  deem<;d 
necessary.  (See  re[»ort  on  live  oak  to  house  of  representatives, 
December  14,  1832.) 

Some  miscellaneous  matters  connectud  with  the  navy  deserve 
a  brief  notice.  The  usual  attention  has  been  bestowed  on  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  The  colony  of  Liberia  has  been 
visited  by  the  schooner  Porpoise  while  in  pursuit  of  a  piratical 
vessel,  and  which  vessel,  it  is  gratifying  to  add,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  since  captured  by  a  Uriiish  biig,  and  her  criminal 
career  terminated  near  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.  One-half  of  the  usual  appropriation  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade  will  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  ensuing 
year,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  state  of  the  account  herewith  sub- 
milted.     (R.) 

The  renewal  of  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Claxton,  made  in  May,  1830,  has  become  necessary,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  having  been  transferred  to  the  surplus  fund  before 
all  the  persons  entitled  to  it  were  able  to  piocure  the  necessary 
vouchers. 

The  proceedings  of  the  board  appointed,  under  a  resolution 
of  congress,  to  revise  the  naval  regulations,  will  be  soon  sub- 
milted  in  a  separate  report. 

The  survey  of  our  sea  coast  having  been  placed  in  charge  of 
the  treasury  department,  it  is  not  in  my  power,  officially,  to  state 
its  progress;  but  oliicers  have  been  detailed,  and  all  available 
facilities  provided,  whenever  the  wishes  of  those  superintending 
the  subject  have  been  communicated. 

Some  expenses,  under  the  contingent  appropriation  for  enu- 
merated objects,  have  not  been  included  under  any  of  the 
amounts  already  mentioned,  but  they  belong  to  courts  martial, 
to  pilotage  of  vessels,  to  transportation  of  materials,  to  the  pur- 
chase of  charts  and  books,  and  various  other  small  ilem;^,  form- 
ing an  aggregate  of  about  .:|80,000. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  affairs  of  this  department,  it  appears 
that  its  expenditures  on  all  naval  subjects,  the  past  year,  have 
been  somewhat  less  than  four  millions  of  dollars.  It  will  be 
seen  how  this  result  compares  with  former  periods,  by  advert- 
ing to  the  fact  that,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  these  expen- 
ditures, except  during  five  years  of  thai  lime,  have  never  fallen 
so  low  as  three  millions;  and,  except  during  six  years  of  that 
lime,  iiave  never  exceeded  four  millions. 

The  whole  estimates  made  the  past  year,  for  the  general  wants 
of  what  is  technically  considered  the  navy,  were  only  $3,176,765. 
Those  for  the  year  previous  were  $3,227,383.  Those  for  the 
present  year  are  $3,292,224,  (S,  1  to  8).  But  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered tiial,  under  the  head  of  naval  expenditures,  besides,  what 
is  paid  from  the  amount  voted  on  the  annual  naval  estimales,  it 
is  customary  to  class  what  is  paid  from  half  a  million  appropri- 
ated for  a  term  of  years  to  gradual  improvement;  almost  $200,000 
for  the  marine  corps;  the  payments  from  the  navy  pension,  hos- 
pital and  privateer  pension  funds,  and  several  miscellaneous 
sums  voted  by  congress  on  motions,  resolutions  and  petitions; 
and  part  of  which  sums,  though  charged  under  this  head,  have 
little  or  no  concern  with  our  naval  establishment.  On  the  con- 
trary, some  of  the  expenses  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  department,  at  this  place,  are  included  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bills  for  the  support  of  government,  and  are  not 
usually  classed  under  the  head  of  naval  expenditures. 

It  is  a  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  state  that,  since  1827, 
nearly  half  a  million  a  year  has  been  disbursed  for  gradual  im- 
provement; that  within  ten  years  a  larger  number  than  formerly 
of  seamen  and  officers,  with  increased  pay  to  four  classes  of  the 
latter,  have  been  maintained;  very  great  and  valuable  improve- 
ments, besides  the  dry  docks,  have  been  begun  and  accomplish- 
ed at  many  of  the  yards,  and  our  force  in  commission  considera- 
bly augmented;  and  yet  that  all  our  ordinary  naval  expenditures 
are,  and  probably  can  be  kept,  within  four  millions  of  dollars 
annually. 

The  smaller  appropriations  originally  made  for  the  navy  serv- 
ed to  maintain  the  few  officers  and  seamen  then  employed,  and 
supplied  us  with  several  fine  vessels,  four  of  which  are  still  in 
existence.  The  subsequent  appropriations  on  a  more  extended 
scale,  besides  supporting  thecurrent  expenses  of  our  force  in  its 
infancy,  furnished  the  purchase  money  for  most  of  our  present 
yards,  and  defrayed  the  expenses  of  our  brilliant  hostilities  with 
France,  and  afterwards  with  Tripoli;  till  a  few  years  of  compa- 
rative inactivity  having  ensued,  ihe  oommencement  and  pro- 
gress of  the  last  war  with  England  led  to  a  great  addition  to  the 
navi»l  establishment,  and  to  expenditures  much  larger  than  at 
present.  The  liberal  appropriations  that  were  ronlinued  for 
some  years  after  that  war,  aided  in  laying  a  good  fournlation  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and  helped  to  build  not  only 
many  of  the  vessels  now  in  commission  and  ordinary,  but  most 


of  those  upon  the  stocks.  The  appropriations  for  some  years 
past  have  been  similar  in  amo<4nt,  and  have  enabled  the  depart- 
ment to  enlarge  its  policy,  and  widen  the  sphere  of  its  opera- 
tions. Besides  building  some  addiuonal  vessels,  and  defraying 
all  the  current  expenses  of  an  increased  force  both  personal  and 
materiel,  it  has  been  able  to  erect  huspitals,  to  construct  dry 
docks,  to  improve,  greatly,  the  old  yards,  to  add  and  maintaia 
a  new  one  on  our  southern  frontier,  and  to  collect  in  depot  a 
large  amount  of  valuable  stores  as  a  part  of  the  due  prepaiaiion 
in  peace  for  tiie  various  conlingencies  of  war.  Willi  a  careful 
regard  to  system  and  economy,  and  with  strict  accountability  m 
agents  and  officers,  this  policy  can  long  be  pursued  and  extend- 
ed without  making  the  ordinary  annual  demands  fortius  branch 
of  the  service  often  exceed  four  millions;  and  if,  without  essen- 
tial changes  by  congress,  increasing  our  present  expenses,  and 
without  any  unforeseen  and  extraordinary  wants,  our  fiscal 
operations  can  usually  be  confined  within  that  amount  yearly, 
it  is  confidently  hoped  the  naval  establishnnrnt  will  not  be  con- 
sidered wasteful  or  burdensome  beyond  its  benefits  to  the  coun- 
try. 

In  disbursing  between  three  and  four  millions  the  past  year, 
it  is  not  known  that  a  single  instance  of  any  loss  has  occurred. 

The  balances  on  hand,  unexpended,  are  about  $1,400,000;  but 
most  of  them  will  probably  be  wanted  to  close  the  different  ac- 
counts, on  all  the  different  subjects,  when  finally  adjusted. 

Connected  with  our  financial  concerns,  is  one  other  circum- 
stance of  urgent  importance.  The  period  of  time  at  which  the 
annual  appropriations  for  this  branch  of  the  service  are  usually 
made,  is  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  and  injury. 

The  estimates  and  appropriations  are  known  generally  not  to 
extend  beyond  the  current  year.  Consequently,  it  happens  that, 
after  the  1st  of  January,  there  is  nothing  on  hand  under  some 
heads  to  meet  the  daily  demands  of  the  service,  amounting,  on 
an  average,  to  $10,000  per  day,  unless  a  new  appropriation  has 
been  made,  or  there  happen  to  be  some  balances  of  the  former 
year  not  called  for.  Under  some  heads,  such  balances  always 
exist,  because  some  disbursements,  by  means  of  absence,  dis- 
tance and  other  causes,  are  not  completed  within  the  year.  But 
they  seldom  exist  under  other  important  head,-;  and  ought  not 
to,  if  the  accounts  are  seasonably  settled,  and  the  estimates 
were  accurate,  and  the  appropriations,  as  is  usual,  conformed 
to  the  estimates.  The  power  now  vejited  in  the  president  to 
transfer  a  balance  from  one  appropriation  to  another,  is  confined 
to  certain  classes  of  claims  small  in  amount;  and  hence,  as  to 
all  others,  no  transfer  can  legally  be  made,  and  if  no  balance  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  new  naval  appropriation 
bills  have  not  passed,  payment  is  entirely  stopped,  or  the  whole 
operations  of  this  department  dependant  on  them  are  suspend- 
ed. Considering  how  large  a  part  of  these  operations,  and  of 
our  expenditures,  necessarily  takes  place  in  distant  quarters  of 
the  world,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  embarrassment  in  this  branch 
of  the  service  must  often  be  peculiar  and  aggravated.  In  the 
case  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  abroad,  chargeable  to  appropri- 
ations already  exhausted,  the  public  faith,  under  the  above  cir- 
cumstances, is  sometimes  in  danger  of  being  violated;  our  cre- 
dit in  foreign  countries  becomes  injured;  and  the  treasury,  as 
actually  happened  during  the  last  winter,  is  exposed  to  large 
losses  if  the  holders  choose  to  resort  to  protests  and  claims  for 
the  mercantile  rate  of  damages. 

Under  the  present  system  of  passing  so  late  the  naval  appro- 
priation bills,  it  happens  that,  unless  money  voted  under  one 
liead  is,  without  authority,  as  was  once  the  practice,  applied 
under  otlier  heads,  this  unfortunate  condition  continues  every 
short  session  of  congress  about  two  months,  and  every  long  ses- 
sion about  four  months.  It  can  easily  be  remedied  in  two  ine- 
thnds:  One  of  them  is,  to  make,  previous  to  the  1st  of  January, 
new  appropriations  for  a  quarter  or  half  of  the  year  towards  all 
permanent  objects.  By  limiting  them  to  such  a  time,  and  to 
such  objects,  and  by  taking  the  estimates  of  the  former  year  as 
a  guide,  no  inconvenience  will  interpose,  and  no  error  can  oc- 
cur which  may  not  be  readily  corrected  when  the  residue  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  whole  year  is  voted  at  a  later  period  in 
the  session.  Another  mode  is,  to  authorise  the  president  to 
make  necessary  transfers  from  one  head  to  another  in  all  cases 
where  the  new  naval  appropriation  bills  do  not  pass  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  and  to  require  from  him  a  report  lo  con- 
gress of  the  amount  and  causes  of  such  transfers.  If  the  autho- 
rity be  thus  restricted,  it  is  difficult  to  discover  any  danger  like- 
ly to  result  from  its  exercise;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  surplus 
of  balances  on  hand  under  some  of  the  appropriations  would 
usually  prove  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  under  others.  The 
detail  and  earnestness  with  which  legislation  on  this  subject  is 
now  urged,  must  find  their  excuse  in  my  strong  convictions  that 
no  measure  whatever,  requiring  like  this  no  increased  expendi- 
tures, could  be  more  conducive  to  the  reputation  and  efficient 
operations  of  our  naval  establishment. 

Thus,  sir,  under  an  examination  of  its  central  administration, 
of  its  personal  or  civil  and  navy  list,  of  its  materials,  with  the 
appurtenants  thereto,  and  of  its  miscellaneous  concerns,  I  have 
submitted  a  review  of  all  its  transactions  and  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  past  year  that  possess  any  great  degree  of  importance. 
This  has  been  accompanied  by  suggestions  for  such  improve- 
ments as  observation  and  reflection  have  convinced  me  might 
be  useful;  and  should  they  meet  with  the  approbation  of  your- 
sclfand  congress,  I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  prosperity  in  the  affairs  connected  with  this  depart- 
ment.    With  great  respect,  v'xjurs,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
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The  present  number  conUiins  tiveiitij-fovr  fxiges,  or  a 
sheet  and  half,  and  as  much  matter  as  is  usually  found  in 
more  than  eighty  octavo  pages,  which  is  not  half  the 
quantity  that  would  have  been  given  tiiis  week,  had  the 
means  been  afforded;  but  with  all  ovf  r-exertion,  it  is 
not  possible  for  us  to  keep  pace  with  the  presentation 
of  important  things  for  insertion.  The  present  is  a  sea- 
son of  extraordinary  interest  to  persons  of  ev(iry  class — 
from  honest  farmers  down  to  the  scullions  of  "scurvy 
politicians,"  who  "seem  to  see  the  things  they  see  not;" 
and  we  must  do  all  that  we  can  to  preserve  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  our  day.  Our  situation,  in  some  re- 
spects, is  an  unpleasant  one.  It  is  the  reverse  of  the 
maxim  which  advises  to  "make  hay  wiiile  the  sun 
shines."  We  are  rather  compelled  to  follow  than  pro- 
ceed with  events;  there  is  a  i-educed  desire,  perhaps,  to 
support  us  on  that  account — the  just  past,  or  passing, 
being  more  generally  regarded  than  the  future;  and  such 
is  the  mass  of  documentary  matter  and  speeches,  that  it 
is  hard  to  get  room  for  some  things  of  our  own  make, 
which  might  cause  our  paper  sometimes  to  be  sought 
after— perhaps. 

We  have  had  a  difficult  path  to  pursue  this  week.  Our 
first  purpose  was  to  have  inserted  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
~JVTcDiiffie  and  Clay,  in  the  house  and  in  the  senate,  at 
full  length;  and  the  former  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
workmen;  after  which  it  appeared  probable  that  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Clay's  would  not  be  reported  in  time  for  us,  (and 
being  always  loath  to  divide  such  things),  we  preferred  a 
present  insertion  to  (hat  of  Mr.  Polk,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
JMcDnjffie,  the  rule  being  absolute  to  give  both  sides,  in 
as  nearly  equal  proportions  as  possible.  But  Mr.  Polk's 
speech,  commenced  on  Monday,  (being  interi-upcd),  was 
not  concluded  till  Thursday,  and  a  full  re])ort  of  it  has 
not  yet  reached  us— and  so  it  must  be  divided.  And  this 
unpleasant  arrangement  of  our  pages  occurs — that,  in  the 
order  of  them,  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Polk's  speech,  in  re- 
ply to  that  of  Mr.  jyicDnffie,  precedes — such  being  the 
necessity  in  the  mechanical  department  of  our  business. 
The  long  articles  contained  in  this  number  are— • 
The  speech  of  JV^r.  J\IcDujffie,  and  part  of  the  reply  of 
Mr  Polk; 

The  correspondence  of  Mr.  Jaudon,  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  Mr.  Campbell,  treasurer 
of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  passed  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  people 
of  Richmond. 

An  editorial  article  on  the  organization  of  the  public 
press,  and  concerning  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton,  printers  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  proceedings  of  congress,  which  are  rather  more 
exciting  than  is  common,  because  of  certain  remarks  in 
the  senate,  on  the  presentation  of  a  report  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  in  the  house,  on  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  has  been  "reformed"  out 
of  the  office  of  the  clerk.* 

With  the  other  less  extensive,  but  equally  interest- 
ing articles. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  editorial  matter  or  compila- 
tions with  respect  to  the  present  state  of  the  money-mar- 
ket are  prepared;  but  they  must  be  at  least  postponed. 
The  chief  things  noticed  are' — 


*  It  is  stated  that  twp  other  gpiitlfmen  have  been  also  re- 
moved, Messrs.  Patterson  and  Randolyh,  for  both  whotii  a  great 
deal  of  public  feeling  is  expre^tied— their  places  being  pupplied 
by  Mr.  Early,  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  clerksliip  of  the 
house,  opposed  to  Mr.  Franklin,  and  received  8  votes  on  the 
first  ballot,  after  which  he  was  uithdrnwn;  the  other  two  are 
paid  to  be  editors  of  newspapers!— one  Mr.  French,  frotn  New 
Hampshire,  the  other,  Mr.  fValsk,  editor  of  the  'Reporter,'  at 
Harrisbtirg,  Pa.  and  now  holding  the  place  of  printer  to  the 
legislaturo  of  that  state!  We  editors  are,  indeed,  in  request 
—the  very  pets  of  the  timers. 
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A  decline  in  tlie  price  of  agricultural  and  other  pro- 
ductions— a  decline  in  tlie  demand  for  labor,  and  the  re- 
duced prices  at  which  many  things  are  disposed  of — to 
raise  money:  with  many  miscellaneous  items  and  remarks 
on  different  sul)jects  connected  with,  or  growing  out  of, 
the  removal  of  the  deposites;  some  of  which  go  to  shew 
that  it  is  im|)ossible,  or,  at  least,  at  present  impracticable 
for  the  state  deposite  banks  to  equalize  the  currency. 
They  refuse  the  notes  of  each  other  if  tendered  in  ])ay- 
ment  for  duties — and  so  it  is  that  the  very  bank  bills  re- 
ceived in  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  U.  States  at  Nor- 
folk, for  an  example,  were  not  accepted  in  the  payment 
of  debts  due  to  the  U.  States  in  Baltimore,  Philade'lphia, 
&c.  We  blame  not  the  banks  for  this — but  must  ask,  are 
such  proceedings  honest  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
w^ith  respect  to  its  creditors  and  debtors? 

The  correspondence  between  Messrs.  Jaudon  &  Camp- 
bell claims  and  will  receive  a  close  reading.  Some  re- 
marks written  upon  it  must  be  deferred. 

The  New  York  board  of  trade  have  petitioned  congress 
that  the  deposites  may  be  restored  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States;  and  there  was  a  mighty  meeting  of  the  people  of 
Philadelphia,  of  all  parties,  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which 
resolutions  concerning  the  pressure  for  money  were  pass- 
ed; but  these  two  articles  are  also  shutout  from  a  pre- 
sent insertion. 

We  have  a  copy  of  Mr.  Taney's  report,  referred  to  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  of  Monday  last — but  arti- 
cles concerning  tlie  bank  multiply  upon  us  with  so  much 
rapidity  that  we  know  not  how  to  dispose  of  lliem. 

We  insert  the  official  account  of  a  great  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Richmond,  and  others,  supposed  in  alTto  have 
amounted  to  more  than  1,000  persons,  which  was  held  in 
the  capitol  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  ult.  The  resolu- 
tisns  are  drawn  up  with  exceeding  power,  and  are  uncom- 
monly argumentative.  The  one  that  speaks  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  at  so  short  a  period  before  the 
meeting  of  congress,  is  very  impressive.  It  is  given  to 
be  understood  that  the  president's  motive  in  this  action 
was  to  take  the  whole  subject  out  of  the  power  of  con- 
gress, unless  two-thirds  should  agree  to  order  a  restora- 
tion of  the  public  money  to  its  former  place  of  safety; 
but  we  are  not  prepared  to  believe,  that,  if  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the  senate,  shall 
require  a  return  of  the  deposites,  that  the  president  wiU 
veto  the  act ! 

Mr.  Clay  continued  his  great  speech  on  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  &c.  on  Monday  and  concluded  it  or? 
Tuesday,  on  which  days  an  audience  in  the  house  was 
kept  up  only  for  the  want  of  room  in  the  senate  to  hold 
the  people,  and  possibly,  sometimes,  a  quorum  of  the 
members  was  hardly  present.  He  was  exceedingly  ani- 
mated; and  it  was  with  no  small  difficulty  that  "order" 
was  preserved  even  in  the  galleries  of  the  senate,  in  which 
so  much  respect  is  generally  paid  to  the  proceedings  had 
in  that  body,  and  persons  applauded  him  unconscious  ot* 
what  they  were  doing, 

George  McDuffie  has  been  elected  a  major-general  in 
South  Carolina. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  between  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, treasurer  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  well  to 
note  that  the  amount  of  the  "contingent"  draughts  on  the 
bank  were  as  follows: 

In  favor  of  (N.  Y.)  Manhattan  hank  $500,000 

In  favor  of  (N.  Y.)  bank  of  America  500,000 

In  favor  of  (N.  Y.)  Mechanics  bank  SOo'oOO 

In  favor  of  (Pa.)  Girard  bank  500,000 

Union  bank  of  Maryland  800,006 

About  the  deposites,  the  "Globe"  says— 
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''That  every  thing  which  has  occurred  since  Ihe  removal  of  the  i 
deposites  in  relation  to  the  subject,  has  served  to  snrengthen  and 
confirm  the  opinion  of  the  executive,  in  the  propriety  of  the 
measure." 

And  again — ■ 

"The  deposites  will  never  be  restored  to  Mr.  Biddle's  ma- 
nagement, unless  Mr.  Clay  can  contrive  to  get  some  assassin  to 
play  the  p^rt  of  Brutus,  as  su2<;ested  by  his  print  in  Lexington." 

The  "Globe"  is  the  official! 

Mr.  Bennett,  who  was  violently  cast  out  ot  the  editor- 
ship of  the  "Pennsylvanian,"  at  Philadelphia,  (which  is 
regarded  as  the  "le'al  Simon  Pure"  of  the  United  States' 
office-holders  in  that  city),  some  time  ago  came  out  with 
severe  denunciations  of  the  conduct  of  wlmt  is  called  the 
*'kitchen  cabinet"  at  Washington,  and  of  others  who  act 
with  them,  promising  that  he  would  give  copies  of  cer- 
tain correspondences  that  would  make  folks  stare.  His 
long  silence,  however,  encouraged  a  suspicion  that  his 
threatened  exposures  had  been  bought  in;  but  his  pro- 
raised  publications  are  now  appearing  in  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer,  and  we  may  expect  to  see  strange  things. 

There  are  reports  that  late  letters  from  Mr.  Living- 
ston, our  minister  at  Paris,  affi:)rd  no  prospect  of  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  late 
convention,  coneei*ning  indemnities  for  spoliations,  &c. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  met  on  Monday  last.  Mr. 
Thomas  Wright,  of  Queen  Ann's  county,  was  elected 
speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,  every  member  in  his 
place:  for  Mr.  Wright,  the  regular  Jackson  eandidate, 
40,  for  Mr.  Ely,  of  Baltimore  county,  38 — neither  of  the 
candidates  voting.  The  old  clerk,  Mr.  Brewer,  (anti- 
Jackson)  was  beaten  by  Mr.  Gassaway,  the  latter  obtain- 
ing 41  votes.  Mr.  Forrest  was  re-elected  president  of 
the  senate,  Sic. 

The  orgawizet)  prkss,  and  case  of  Gai,es  &;  Sea- 
ton.  As  one  of  the  oldest  printers  in  the  United  States 
yet  personally  attending  to  a  pai^t  of  the  practical  opera- 
tions of  my  business,  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  some 
remarks  on  the  present  state  of  the  public  press.  I  have 
no  particular  right,  or  claim,  to  prefer  charges  against  its 
too  frequent  degradation,  and  prostitution  to  dishonest 
personal  or  party  purposes,  and  would  be  about  the  last 
man  to  restrain  its  liberty,  or  "regulate"  its  licentious- 
ness, except  through  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  a 
due  regard  for  public  decency.  I  would  put  no  other 
*'collar"  upon  it  than,  as  J  think,  the  simple  profession 
of  a  printer  imposes — by  which  individuals  are,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  constituted  guardians  of  the  public  mind  and 
public  morals.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  to  be  expected, 
that  editors  and  printers  should  harmonize  better  in  mat- 
ters of  opinion  than  other  individuals;  but  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  m</e/>enrfe?ii?,  there  are  good  reasons  why  they'may 
more  decidedly  differ — and  it  is  right  that  they  should; 
for,  in  liberal  discussions  of  diiferences  of  opinon,  im- 
portant principles  and  useful  facts  are  oftentimes  render- 
ed familiar  to  the  people,  and  truth  prevails;  and  such 
discussions,  though  not  always  restrained  within  proper 
bounds,  are  not  of  the  things  to  be  reprobated.  It  is  the 
subjection  of  the  press  to  the  discipline  of  party — which 
involves,  in  itself,  a  disregartl  of  truth  and  foul  assaults 
upon  private  character,  as  commanded;  and  then  the 
press,  instead  of  being  a  blessing,  is  rendered  a  "nui- 
sance and  a  curse,"  to  use  the  favorite  terms  of  the  editor 
of  the  "Richmond  Enquirer,"  on  another  occasion.  The 
organized party-pi'ess  is  as  reckless  of  justice  as  are  the 
bands  of  robbers  and  murderers  who  infest  the  Appe- 
nines.     It  has  no  discretion;  and    instead  of  being  the 

*'TTItANTS   foe,    THE    PEOPLE'S   FHIENlt,"    (which    is    the 

motto  on  the  grand  banner  of  the  profession),  it  becomes 
the  ttrant's  slave,  the  people's  foe.  I  am  dis])os- 
ed  to  make  every  allowance  for  the  imperfections  of  hu- 
man nature.  Individual  printers  and  editors,  as  other 
persons,  -will  do  wi-ong;  but  when  bodies  of  tlietn  .-are 
marshalled  and  '■'■ear-marked''''  and  "coLLATiKn"  to  cry 
out  ^'■God  is  God  and  JHahomet  is  his  prophet^ "  aiid  kiss 
the  ^'black  stone,'"  in  gangs — they  are  no  better  than  lit- 
ters of  hunting  dogs,  whose  power  to  make  depredations 
eonsists  in  correspondent  ye]pings  and  cojnimer/ snarl ings 
and  snappingj  and  bitings  of  a  common  prey — of  which 


each,  for  himself,  secures  as  large  a  piece  as  he  can,  for 
his  share  of  "the  spoils  of  the  victory"  gained — and  he 
mouths  it,  and  mouths  it,  in  blood,  though  the  nerves  of 
the  victim  yet  quiver  between  his  teeth.  These  are 
dirty  and  cowardly  dogs — and  all  say  bow,  wow,  wow,  as 
the  dog  at  the  head  of  "the  pack- "gives  tongue!" 

During  the  violent  political  contests  between  the  "de- 
mocrats" and  the  "federalists,"  which  were  at  the  ful- 
ness of  their  strength  in  1798,  and  continued,  with  great- 
er or  less  force,  until  1816-17,  many  editors  and  printers, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  fell  into  excesses  which 
ought  always  to  be  disapproved.  But  these  were  rather 
to  be  regarded  as  individual  cases  than  the  effect  of  an 
organization,  though  instances  occurred  in  which  certain 
measures  were  supported,  or  opposed,  according  to  the 
manageraents  of  aclverse  parties,  both  which,  however, 
rested  their  claims  to  support  on  openly  declared  prin- 
ciples— the  first  named,  perhaps,  demanding  too  great  an 
extent  for  the  "reserved  rights"  of  the  states,  and  the 
other  too  much  power  for  the  "federal  government" 
though  in  the  imposition  of  an  unlimitted  embargo  and 
the  proceedings  which  followed  it,  each  party  changed 
its  ground!  I  will  not,  however,  discuss  this  subject.  It 
is  mentioned  only  to  shew  the  mutability  of  human  af-  - 
fairs — and  the  alternations  to  which  politicians  are  lia- 
ble! 

The  first  time,  (and  it  happened  several  years  ago*), 
that  I  clearly  discovered  an  organization  of  the  press,  was 
in  that  of  JV.  York.  I  do  not  recollect  what  was  the  mat- 
ter to  be  effected,  but  well  remember  that,  in  a  period  of 
eight  or  ten  days,  I  cut  out  and  laid  aside  nearly  forty 
"EDiToniAL"  articles,  from  as  many  different  newspa- 
pers, which  all  had  the  same  ^'^ear-juark,"  and  were  evi- 
dently prepared  by  one  hand;  and  these  articles  were  af- 
terwards collected  in  the  "Albany  Argus"  and  sent 
through  the  state  as  "public  sentiment,"  and  so  "j&«6- 
lic  indignation''^  has  been  more  than  once  MANUFAC- 
TURED! I  cannot  suppose  an  intelligent  man  to  be 
placed  in  a  more  grovelling  condition,  than  belongs  to  an 
editor  tlius  subjected  to  the  domiiiion  of  some  other  man, 
in  whom  is  concentrated  the  essence  of  the  party.  But  the 
prevalence  of  this  abominable  practice  was  even  then  se- 
cured by  the  hope  of  "rewar<l,"  or  fear  of  "punishment;'* 
and  miserable  type-stickers  basked  in  the  smiles,  or  were 
terrified  by  the  frowns  of  sub-managers  located  over  the 
state — "little-great"  men,  holding  or  seeking  offices  of 
profit,  and  ready  for  a  speculation  on  every  occasion,  and 
every  political  change  which  might  be  prescribed  at 
"head- quarters. "  And  so  frequent  were  these  changes, 
that  all  such  persons  had  to  keep  a  "bright  look-out,'* 
lest  they  might  not  turn-roimd  in  due  season — and  see 
the  righteousness  of  something  to-day,  which  was  politi- 
cal blasphemy  yesterday.  I  could  relate  many  curious 
anecdotes  concerning  these  things,  if  time  were  allowed 
and  the  opportunity  was  a  suitable  one.  This  manner 
of  doing  things  in  New  York  partially  prevailed  in  Pemi'- 
sylvania,  (for  there  were,  as  there  still  is,  many  "men  of 
principle  according  to  their  interest,''''  in  that  great  slate), 
at  the  time  when  certain  "combinations"  were  formed 
in  congress,  (as  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Floyd,  now  governor 
of  Virginia),  and  the  party  which  had  been  the  most  bit- 
terly opposed,  with  some  few  exceptions,  to  the  election 
of  general  .Jackson  to  the  presidency,  became  his  most 
decided  and  thorough-going  supporters — and  then  began 
the  op.ganizatiox  of  the  press  on  a  general  and  broad 
scale:  and,  so  strict  was  the  party  discipline,  that  even  the 
"veteran"  Mr.  7/<#»»  is  Ritchie  seemed  whipjied  into  the 
rear  of  Mr.  Duff  Green,  as  he  has  since  been  driven  into 
the  train  of  a  new  leader,  Mr.  Francis  P-  Blair! — for 
Mr.  R.  belongs  to  the  strong  side,  unless  mistaking  the 
"signs  of  the  times!"  Obsta  Privcipiis,  being  freely 
translated,  means  "five  loaves  and  two  fishes." 

It  was  under  the  administration  of  Mi*.  Green— and  he 
had  a  mighty  influence  over  the  "destinies"  oi  this  na- 
tion ! — that  the  discipline  of  the  press  was  rendered  nearly 
perfect,  throtigh  the  able  counsel  and  joint-stock  co-ope- 
rations of  individuals  who  need  not  now  to  be  named. 
In  the  first  place,  no  editor  who  did  not  send  in  his  "adhe- 
sion" was  i)crmittcMl  to  publish  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  "by   authority" — and,  this   source   of  reward  or 

*And  not  at  all  leadinji;  to,  or  connected  .with,  the  present  di- 
visions of  parties,  I  believe. 
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^nishment  soon  failing,  because  of  the  amount  of  liun- 
gry  expectants  and  necessary  scullions— about  one  hiuulred 
persons,  connected  with  the  public  press,  were  prompt- 
ly   put  into    public    offices   by    rude  removals  of  other 
persons,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  salaries  paid  to  these 
editors  and  printers,  I  think,  considerably  e:^ceeded  ova 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  without  including,  or 
having  any  reference  to,  the  business  cast  into  the  hands 
of   Mr.    Green,    liimself,  and  others,  through    the   post 
office  and  other  departments  of  the  government-— which, 
probably   exceeded   one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
— oi'  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  '■'■re- 
ivard^'  of  printers  and  editors,  only!    And  all"  this  mighty 
organized  power  of  the  pix'ss,  supported  by   so  great  an 
amount  of  money,  and  considerable  talent,  was  directed  to 
one  point.      Mr.  Green  held  the  "pitch  pipe"  and  sounded 
the  note?  and  then  they  all  commenced  on  the  same  aye 
and  no  key!     The  people  were  told  to  believe  oidy  what 
they  saw  in  particular  newspapers;  and  there  was  a  bold- 
ness of  assertion  and  vulgarity  of  abuse  in  some  of  tlicse 
without  precedent;  and  the  frequent  repetition  even  of  a 
sniggested  f;\\se\\oo(\  was  soon  rendered  into  an  absolitte 
fact,  dim  it  appeared  at  the  first;  and,  to  doubt  it,  was  to 
be  condemned  as  an  "apostate."     The  famous  Cobbett 
perfectly  understood  the   machinery  just   alluded   to.— 
When  about   to  publish  his  infamous  '■'■Porcupine''s  Ga- 
zette,''^ v^X.  Philadelphia — (a  paper  which,  for  the  impu- 
dence of  its  falsehoods  and  contempt  for  public  decency, 
I  thought  coidd  not   be  surpassed — 'but  in   which  I  was 
mistaken!)  advanced  an  opinion  that  a  bold  lie,   strongly 
supported,  was   more  effectual  than  a  plain  truth   freely 
urged;  and  events  of  later  years  have  told  me  that  Cobbett 
was  right  in  his  estimate  o^ political  operations!  But  what 
is  the  effect  when  two  hundred,  more  or  less,  editors  or 
presses  repeat  the  same  tale — 'when,  what  the  first  only 
hinted,  the  fiftieth  ajjirms  to  be  true,  the  hundrelh  swears 
to,  the  two   hundredth  sees  as  clearly   as  if  it  had  been 
draivn  '■'■from  holy  •writ?''''     Such  is   the   organization — ■ 
such  the  rewai'd  of  the  orgatsts — and  such  the  EFFECTS. 
Mr.  Duff  Green   was  the  agent   in  tliis  matter — 'but  he 
"bolted"  and,  from  being  the  oracle,  became  the  Aciseon 
of  the  party — and    was,  and  is,  hunted  by  the  hounds  of 
his  own  breeding — -the  loudest  barkers  being  those  who  had 
most  earnesl}'  licked  the   spittle,  which,  in  the  days  of 
his  powei',  he   was  pleased  to  favor  thera  with.     In  the 
progress  of  events,  as  just  stated,  Mr.   Green  left   the 
tripod,  whether  in  a   sense  of  shame  on  account  of  the 
70ork  requii'ed  of  him,  or  for  the  reason  that  the  priests 
of  the  party  deposed  him,' — it  is  not  my  present  purpose 
to  inquire;  but  his   was  the  "glory"  of  having  surpassed 
all  who   had   preceded  him  in  the  management  of  the 
press;  he  had  "run  a  muck"  and  succeeded  in  a  wonder- 
ful manner!     But  this  "glory"  has  been  eclipsed  by  his 
successor,^  Mr.  Francis  F*   JUair,  and  his  associates,  in 
the  publication  of  the  "Globe."     He  has  ascended  the 
tripod,  surrounded  by  "sulphureous"  vapors  from  below, 
even  from  the  "kitchen"  of  foul  cookeries  and   stinking 
things,  where  "roasted  monkeys,  stuffed  with  lizards, "'are 
prepared  to  feed  the  morbid  ai>petites  of  servile  conduc- 
tors of  the  press,  and  afford  them  matter  for  digestion! 
Blair  is  a  long  way  behind  Green  in  versatile  talent  and 
manly   courage— -which   claim    some  degree    of  respect 
however  they  may  be  abused;  but  the  former  beats  the 
latter  "all  to   nothen,"  as  major  Downing  would  say,  in 
the  art  and  mystery  of  crawlijig  to,  or  of  craxvUng  from 
a  purpose,  as  "convenience"  serves:  and  yet  on  a  certain 
occasion    he  rebuked  Mr.    Hitchie — but    the   latter  was 
soon  enabled    to  get  "into  harness"  agnin,   wliich  is  not 
very  astonishing  when  it  is  recollected  how  long  he   has 
been    in   the  practice  of  "ground  and  lofty  tumbling." 
And  so  it  is  now   over  those  who  yet  remain  "faithful," 
the  '^'■rexoarded"  editors  and  printers,  and   other  persons 
•who  get  provender  at  the  public  crib,  that  the  "Globe"  has 
an  influence   unequalled   since  the  invention  of  our  art, 
though  almost  every   day  committing  some  outrage  on 
public  feeling,  by  its  assaults  upon  honest  and  honorable 
men,  and  distorted  presentations  of  facts.     And  the  great 
misery  is,  that  large  numbers  of  the  people   now   relish 
such  things.     When  the  French   opera  dancers  first  ex- 
hibited themselves  in  the  United   States,  at  New   York, 
the  public  delicacy  was  shocked;  but  the  shock  soon  passed 
away,  and  their  indescribables  were  yet  further  shorten- 
ed without  beins:  noticed.  Such  are  the  effects  of  fashion! 


I  cannot  extend  these  remiarks,  though  the  matted  \%  bo 
fruitful  that  I  know  not  how  to  check  the  current  of  my 
ihougbts,  and  have  only  to  add,  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  that  I  wish  to  speak  as  a  printer  and  not  as  a  /»o- 
litician — as  one  jealous  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the- 
press — Mho  I>elieves  that  "truth  is  a  victor  without  vio* 
lence,"  and  that  "error  of  opinion  may  be  safely  tolerat- 
ed when  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it:"  and  if  in  re* 
ferencc  to  the  facts,  as  they  have  presented  themselves  to 
my  mind,  an  undue  severity  of  language  has  been  used,  it 
should  be  attriimted  to  the  utter  detestation  in  which  I 
hold  the  proprietor  of  a  press  who  abuses  its  liberty  in 
the  maimer  stattMl,  and  sinks  into  a  mere  Swiss — ^the 
citizen  of  a  reptiblic,  but  hired  by  kings  to  do  cold  mur- 
der, on  the  M'ord  of  command.'  With  these  I  do  not 
wish  to  hold  any  sort  of  communication,  believing  that 
they  are  a  disgrace  to  the  human  kind — Swiss  soldiers, 
or  Swiss  printers— and  I  shall  not  obtrude  myself  On  them, 
«r  any  of  them.  It  is  ti-uc,  that  in  the  U.  States  the  pei*- 
sons  of  editors  and  printers  are  not  yet  subjected  to  the 
Russian  knout,  the  Austrian  dungeon  or  the  Turkish 
l)ow-string" — but  the  ruin  of  their  business  or  assassinatiou 
cf  their  private  character,  are  perfectly  within  the  range  ©f 
the  ovgaiuzed  body,  who  bump  their  heads  ntthe  g^ite  of 
the  political  Mecca  and  kiss  the  "black  stone"  nine  times, 
thereby  redeeming  themselves  of  all  past  sins,  and  as^ 
suringa  seat  in  the  "seventh  beaten,"  (whicli  is  the  kitch- 
en), for  the  "glorifiaation"  of  their  prophet- — and  th« 
gratification  of  their  own  lusts. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  sliall  advert  to  the 
particular  subject  which  caused  them.  It  was  chiefly  pre- 
pared three  weeks  since,  but  postponed  by  the  press  of 
documentary  matter. 

Sometime  ago  a  most  violent  and  strange  assault  wa« 
made  upon  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,hy  the  editor  of  the 
"Globe,"  Mr.  Blair,  in  a  full  length  publication  of  eep" 
tain  engagements  or  securities  of  the  gentlemen  named 
to  pay  money,  copied  from  the  records  of  the  county! 
We  were,  at  first,  entirely  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  mo- 
tive of  an  act  so  mean  and  disgraceful,  and  in  the  official 
journal  of  "the  government"  too!  But  ttie  motive  soon 
shewed  itself.  It  was  t*  calculation  about  money,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Blair,  and  preparatory  to  an  attempt  to  oust 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  from  their*  contract  as  printers 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  which  had  been  given  to 
them,  according  to  law,  at  the  previous  session;  and  some 
of  the  Swiss  presses,  well  informed  of  the  purposes  of 
their  leader  and  master,  simultaneously  joined  in  the  at- 
tack, without  the  least  regard  to  the  indecency  of  the  pro- 
ceeding and  its  uiiparalleled  outrage  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press;  for  never  before  were  pnvate  characters  and 
private  pursuits  so  exposed.  On  seeing  these  things,  I 
was  ready  to  exclaim  with  Shakspeare,  in  his  address  to 
a  baud — 

"The  evil  that  thou  causpst  to  be  done. 
That  is  thy  means  to  live:  do  thou  but  think. 
What  'lis  to  cram  a  maw,  or  clothe  a  back, 
From  such  a  filtiiy  -vizc:  say  to  thyself — 
From  thfMf  abominable  and  beastly  touelies 
I  drink,  I  eat,  array  myself,  and  live-. 
Canst  thou  believe  thy  living  is  a  life; 
So  stitikingly  depending?  Go,  mend,  go,  mend,^* 

Measure  for  Measure. 

The  bonds  or  other  engagements  of  Messrs.  Gales  &c 
Seaton  so  published,  filled  several  columns  of  the 
"Globe;"  and  though  some  of  them  were  null  and  void, 
by  other  security  or  siUisfaction  rendered,  it  made  no 
odds  to  Mr.  Blair!  They  foo^ef?  tremendous !  And  these 
things  were  followed  by  long  official  statements  and  pa- 
pers, which,  I  must  think,  were  prepared  for  the  express 
purpose  of  aiding  Blair  in  his  foul  designs  against  the 
editors  of  the  "National  Intelligencer"— fof  these  offi- 
cials seemed  to  be  chiefly  made  up  of  stale  stories  cmt- 
cerning  their  pecuniary  transactions  with  the  hank  of  the 
United  Sates,  to  which,  like  many  other  persons,  they 
were  indebted.  But  the  security  given  by  them,  in  Tc\f 
belief,  is  veiy  ample  for  the  amount  of  money  borrowed 
— 'for  Messrs.  Gales  Sc  Seaton's  establishment  is,  by  far, 
the  most  extensive  in  the  United  States,  and  the  general 
amount  of  business  doing  by  them,  has  an  aggregat-e  va- 
lue, of,  perliaps,  considerably  more  than  »ne  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  great  part  of  which  is  disMjtfe- 
ed  for  labor  performed.  A  business  like  this  require* 
many  and  large  facilities — and,  without  them,  could  not 
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be  carried  on.  But  it  was  the  amount  oi  debts  owed,  and 
not  of  business  transacted,  which  it  suited  the  grasp- 
ing avarice  of  Mr.  Blair  to  present  to  his  "collared" 
presses  "for  co}>y."  And  what  had  all  these  indecent 
exposures  to  do  with  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seal  on  as  PRINT- 
ERS? Tiiey  are  universally  acknowledged  to  be  among 
the  most  prompt,  faithful  and  correct  printers  in  the 
U.  S.  and  the  work  in  their  oflRce  proceeds  with  a  de- 
gree of  order  and  harmony  whicli  astonishes  s^ll  vvho 
pass  through  their  splendid  printing  establishment.  1 
speak  of  things  that  I  know.  And  it  was  with  Messrs, 
Gales  &  Seaton  as  printers,  AND  AS  PRINTERS 
ONLY,*  that  the  public  had  any  sort  of  inteiest  or 
concern.  Of  their  ability  and  fidelity  to  accomplish  the 
public  printing  contracted  for,  no  one  could  doubt — and 
it  was  these  qualities,  together  with  their  courteous  and 
gentlemanly  conduct  as  private  persons,  or  as  editors  of 
the  '■'■JVational  Intelligencer,^'  which,  even  in  these  days 
of  organized  proscription  and  persecution,  gave  them  tiie 
vote  of  the  house  as  public  printers,  though  it  was  boast- 
ed that  that  house  contained  a  political  majority  of  some 
fifty  members  against  them !  This  vote  rvas  a  proud  tes- 
timony in  behalf  of  their  character  as  printers  and  as 
men — and  a  sore  reproof  to  the  editor  of  the  "Globe;" 
who,  though  backed  as  he  was  by  "the  government,"  by 
all  who  dispensed  the  loaves  and  fishes,  or  fed  at  the 
public  official  crib,  and  sustained  by  the  combined  opera- 
tions of  the  Swiss  press  of  the  United  States,  failed  to 
secure  his  election — notwithstanding  that  election  was  so 
completely  in  the  power  of  what  was  called  the  "Jackson 
party"  in  the  house.  I  repeat  it — the  vote  was  a  proud 
one  for  Gales  &  Seaton,  and  a  heart-cutting  reproof  for 
Bjaij. — if  heart  he  has  to  feel  in  any  case.  The  next 
attempt  of  Blair  was  to  shew  tbat  he  had  obtairied  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  at  the  election  of  printer,  tlinugh  in 
the  face  of  the  recorded  ballot  of  the  house,  openly  count- 
ed by  five  telle»'s,  and  returned  by  them  !  To  do  this,  Mr. 
Blair  published  a  long  string  of  extracts  of  letters  from 
members  of  the  last  congress,  who  had  been  called  upon  to 
bear  testimony  of  their  fidelity  to  him,  and  condescended 
to  give  it;  and,  if  all  that  was  stated  in  their  extracts  could 
be  believed  in  opposition  to  the  record  made  at  the  time, 
Mr.  Blair  might  seem  to  have  a  miserable  majority  of 
one  vote.  All  things  being  thus  prepared,  it  was  intend- 
ed, on  the  meeting  of  the  present  session  of  congress,  to 
have  opened  the  election  in  the  last  congress,  and  pro- 
nounce the  record  a  dishonest  one! — but  on  polling  the 
members,  it  appears  that  enough  could  not  be  brought  to 
the  "sticking  point,"  by  persuasion  or  threats,  so  great 
was  the  sense  of  decency  in  the  house:  and  another  dif- 
ficulty has  been  stated,  that,  if  even  a  probable  majority 
had  been  "collared,"  where  was  to  be  found  a  gentleman 
of  talents  and  character  and  fitness  to  make  the  motion? 
to  take  the  front  rank  in  a  nefarious  project,  outrageous- 
ly presented  to  the  public,  and  to  be  /breed  on  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house — under  a  moral  certainty  too,  tliat, 
if  "the  screws"  of  party  were  strong  enough  to  carry  the 
project  through— ;/or  the  benefit  of  Blair — that  Gales  & 
Seaton  would  be  redressed  by  a  jury  of  their  country- 
men, for  the  violation  of  the  contract  between  them  and 
the  late  clerk  of  tlie  house,  made  by  order  of  the  house. 
The  thing  is  now  given  up,  we  believe^ — it  has  died  the 
death  of  the  wicked,  and  I  am  pleased  to  hear  it  repoi-ted 
that  the  members  from  Virq-inia  were  prompt  to  give  it 
the  quietus — for  it  is  said  that,  with  only  one  exception, 
they  stood  ready  to  protest  against  the  proceeding,  and 
to  -ivitfidraw  themselves  from  persons  capable  of  doing 
such  an  action.  What  a  mass  of  dirty  work  has  been 
performed  for  nothing! 

I  have  laid  aside  a  considerable  number  of  papers 
belonging  to  this  transaction;  and,  if  ever  tempted  to 
write  a  history  of  the  state  of  the  press  in  "these  our 
days,"  they  shall  be  used  to  shew  the  prostration  of  its 
dignity  and  abuse  of  its  usefulness;  and  the  almost  right- 
fulness of  a  remark  lately  made  by  the  editor  of  one 
of  the  "by  authority"  papers  in  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
time  may  come  when  a  hotel-keeper  will  cry — '■'■John 
take  care  of  the  spoojis,  here  comes  un  editor. " 

I  much  regret  that  my  old  friends  Gales  Sc  Seaton  are 
not  perfectly  at  ease,  in  money  matters.     They  ought  to 

*NQt  even  as  cditor»— witlx  them  ouly  as  niecUautoal  opera- 

tOM. 


be  so — and,  probably,  soon  will  be  so,  if  fairly  dealt 
with.  I  have  no  wish  to  meddle  with  their  private  con- 
cerns; but  must  bear  a  cheerful  and  feeling  testimony  in 
their  behalf,  in  a  former  state  of  my  own  affairs,  (caus- 
ed by  the  acts  of  others),  that  those  things  which  the 
"Globe,"  with  such  unblushing  impudence  and  foul 
malignity  published,  afford  the  best  possible  evidence  of 
the  resolute  and  persevering  honesty  of  the  gentlemen 
named  to  pay  all  their  debts,  and  as  soon  as  they  can. 
They  have  been  charged  with  indiscretion  in  their  dis- 
bursements, and  of  excessive  generosity;  but  if  they  had 
designed  to  accomplish  either,  at  the  expense  of  other 
persons,  why  have  they  so  long  carried  a  heavy  load  of 
debt,  which  they  might  have  easily  relieved  themselves 
of,  through  the  benefit  of  the  laws?  There  are  prece- 
dents enough  close  at  hand  to  bear  them  out  in  such  a 
proceeding! — for  not  a  few  of  their  bitterest  opponents, 
at  Washington,  though  gathering  wealth  rapidly,  as  some 
of  them  are,  and  taking  a  first  rank  in  the  political  ope- 
rations of  the  party  in  power,  in  congress  and  out  of  it, 
have  shaken  of^'  their  obligations  by  bankruptcies — some 
having  paid  less  than  five  cents  in  the  dollar,  and  even, 
perhaps,  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  which,  it  may 
be,  is  the  chief  reason  of  their  opposition  to  that  institu- 
tion— for  scurvy  and  dishonest  men  always  most  hate 
those  whom  they  have  most  wronged;  and  some  of  these 
fellows  will,  no  doubt,  realize  magnificent  fortunes,  by 
their  jobbings  in  politics  and  stocks,  in  foul  combinations 
to  make  money,  if  permitted  yet  awhile  to  carry  on  their 
speculations. 

The  violent  manner  in  which  the  private  affairs  of 
Messrs.  Gales  &c  Seaton  were  spread  before  the  public, 
seems  to  have  been  duly  considered  by  the  public! 
They  have  been  favored  with  more  than  seventeen  hundred 
new  and  regular  subscriptions  in  the  last  five  weeks, 
(independent  if  the  subscriptions  of  members  of  con- 
gress and  of  those  of  the  state  legislatures  now  in  ses- 
sion, being,  perhaps,  five  or  six  hundred  more),  which 
is  more  than  double  the  number  that  they  ever  obtain- 
ed in  the  same  period  of  time.  And  they  deserve  them 
all,  for  there  is  no  parallel  to  the  industry  and  fidelity, 
courtesy  and  fairness,  of  Gales  Sc  Seaton  in  the  newspa- 
per press  of  the  United  States.*  Is  proof  of  this  requir- 
ed? We  have  it  most  decidedly  in  their  late  election  to 
the  place  of  printer  to  the  house  of  representatives,  (as 
before  observed)  in  which  there  was  so  large  a  majority 
of  their />o/iV/ca/ opponents.  This  is  the  "seal  of  Solo- 
BiON,"  by  which  '•'■magicians''''  and  evil  spirits  are  said  to 
have  been  restrained,  in  by-gone  times — and  it  is  a  true 
seal  noiv. 

These  things  have  been  written,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  without  regard  to  political  preferences,  and  as  an 
old  printer,  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  profession,  and 
in  a  hope  that  he  has,  publicly  and  \>v'wA\.ii\y ,  endeavor ed 
to  sustain  it,  and  advance  the  interests  and  character  of 
his  fellow  craftsmen,  without  at  all  taking  their  private 
opinions  into  account — no  man  ever  having  been  employ- 
ed, or  discharged  by  me,  because  of  his  opinions,  or  re- 
fused the  little  accommodations  which  1  have  had  the 
means  and  opjiortunity  of  affording,  as  one  of  his  fel- 
lows, lam  anxious  then  that  things  should  p-o  iacA"  to 
their  old  estate,  and  that  an  organized  press  should  cease 
to  curse  the  land,  by  deceiving  its  inhabitants.  Indivi- 
dual aberations  are  easily  tolerated — I  ])lead  for  myself 
an  exemption  in  that  spirit  of  forbearance  which  I  would 
extend  unto  all  men;  but  do  hate,  7'e//^'707/s/i!/ liate,  (if 
the  expi^ession  may  be  permitted),  the  establishment  of 
a  Swiss  press  so  perfect,  that  if— • 

One  COLLARED  ^^sheep  cries  baa!  then  all  the  throng 
"Ewes,  lambs,  rams,  wethers  bellowing  roll  along." 

If  Mr.  Blair  believed  that  the  election  of  printer  had 
not  been  fairly  conducted,  we  shoidd  have  found  no  fault 

*New  subscriptions  to  the  National  iHtclligeiicer: 
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"exclus:ive"  an  above  slnted.  of  le^lative  snbscriptiona.  Of 
tliesr  about  600  are  for  the  daily  paper,  and  1,100  for  the  tri- 
weekly paper.  The  pi eseiil  resriiiar  subscription  to  this  paper, 
is  daily  1,920,  tri-weekly  5,520 — together  7,440,  or  equal  to 
1,460,160  sheets  a  year!  This  is  "a  pretty  considerable"  busi- 
ness! The  rei;t«^/r  publication  of  the  "Globe"  is  at  less  than 
the  rat«  •(  l,000,0QO^n^twitbEtai)ding  any  forced  supporta  of  If. 
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■with  him  for  seeking  his  rights  6e/»r«Cfl«^re»s;  but  it  is  im- 
possible that  we  can  assent  to  the  course  which  he  pursued 
la  relation  to  the  private  affairs  of  his  successful  oppo- 
nents, though  it  is  very  probable  that  his  over-action,  in 
this  respect,  has  had  no  small  degree  of  influence  against 
even  a  consideration  of  his  i>retensions!  Gales  &  Seaton 
are  among  the  oldest  and  best  printers  in  the  United 
States— and,  whatever  their  political  sins  may  be,  they 
are  an  honor  to  the  profession;  and,  in  the  days  of  their 
prosperity,  no  men  that  ever  lived  were  more  liberal  and 
kind  to  the  large  numbers  of  ivorkmg  printers  employed 
by  them— their  hands  were  never  shut,  nor  their  feet 
weary,  to  do  good  unto  them,  and  make  them  comforta- 
ble. There  is  no  affectation  or  cant  in  saying,  tiiat  I  love 
those  who  do  such  things;  and  have  only  to  add  that  the 
same  considerations  would  have  influenced  me  in  favor 
of  any  respectable  brother  of  the  "Black  Art  of  Faust," 
had  he  been  assailed  like  thein. 

One  word  more  and  I  shall  finish.  If  in  a  ferocious 
love  of  money,  and  a  recklessness  of  the  means  of  getting 
it,  in  this  season  of  his  hai^ests,  an  excuse  may  be  offer- 
ed iov  Francis  P.  Blair! — this  excuse  will  only  proceed 
to  the  further  reprobation  and  condemnation  of  the  wretch- 
ed tools  who  "followed  his  copy"  and  prostituted  their 
presses  to  please  him;  being  ^'■stinkiiigly  depending,"  as 
Shakspeare  says,  in  the  quotation  just  above  given,  on 
their  bawdish  capabilities. 

ITEMS— Olf   THE   CURUENCY,    BANKS,    STOCKS,    &C. 

We  learn  from  Richmond,  says  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer— that  the  committee  of  the  house  of  delegates  of 
Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the  relations  of  the  state 
banks  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  have  agreed, 
by  a  vote  of  11  to  2,  to  a  report  disapproving  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  money  of  the  general  government  from  de- 
posite  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  recommend- 
ed that  it  be  restored  to  that  depository.  The  sentiment 
of  the  legislature  is  supposed  also  to  tend  that  way;  of 
'which,  however,  we  shall  know  more,  certainly,  when 
the  report  of  this  committee  comes  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  great  banking  house  and  brokers'  office  of  Bew 
son  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  has  failed.  This  house  was 
supposed  to  be  very  wealthy.  The  failure  is  a  large  one, 
and  will  add  much  to  the  prevailing  distress — which, 
without  much  metaphor,  may  be  called  awful,  and  espe- 
cially in  that  city. 

In  the  proceedings  of  congress  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  (presented  in  our 
last  number,  page  298,)  was  signed  in  behalf  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  but  three — 
the  Girard  bank,  the  Philadelphia,  and  Western.  The 
first  is  tlje  deposite  bank,  the  memorial  has  been  since 
signed  on  behalf  of  the  second,  and  the  third  still  de- 
clines to  sign  it.  The  Farmers'  &  Mechanics'  had  also 
resolved  to  withdraw  their  proposal  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  the  public  deposites. 

The  Washington  bank,  at  Hackensack,  New  Jersey, 
has  stopped  payment.  Its  circulation  is  said  to  have 
been  a  small  one. 

The  pressure  for  money  at  New  York  may  be  esteem- 
ed from  the  fact,  that  on  the  3lst  ult.  bills  on  England 
were  sold  at  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  cash — which  is 
more  than  seven  per  cent,  below  par. 

An  extensive  house  of  what  is  called  "bill  brokers" 
in  New  York,  failed  last  Saturday,  for,  as  is  stated,  about 
800,000  dollars.  The  fall  of  stocks  is  given  as  the  cause 
of  this  failure. 

A  paper  in  New  York,  rashly  asserted  that  there  was 
no  unusual  pressure  on  the  money  market.  The  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  thus  replies: 

"Let  us  state  a  few  facts  to  demonstrate  the  utter  reck- 
lessness of  this  assertion. 

In  August  last,  stock  of  the 
Life  and  Trust  co.    was  quoted  at  160,  it  is  now  at  139^ 
Mohawk  and  Hudson  rail  road         136  do  101  i 

Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  Vio  do  99 

Boston  and  Providence  rail  road     111^        do  92 

Saratoga  do  128  do  108^ 

Morris  canal  and  banking  co.  &8  do  4l 

HarUem  rail  road  company  95  do  70 


N.  O.  canal  bank  113  do  107^ 

N.  O.  city  bank  112^        do  lOsJ 

We  might  continue  these  evidences  of  a  pressure  upon 
the  market,  but  the  foregoing  quotations  are  abundantly 
sufficient  to  prove  the  too  mcJanciioly  fact,  that  to  ena- 
ble a  few  stock  jobbing  ])oliticians  to  speculate  to  advan- 
tage in  bank  stock,  and  gratify  the  hostility  of  the  execu- 
tive towards  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  wholo 
currency  of  the  country  has  been  deranged — and  that 
too,  by  an  act  of  executive  usurpation  as  palpable  and 
tyrannical  in  its  nature,  as  it  has  proved  destructive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country." 

[The  preceding  was  first  published  about  a  week  ago, 
and  since  then  the  stocks  have  continued  to  fall — Delaware 
&  Hudson  to  91,  or  34  dollars  a  share,  (33^  per  cent.) 
since  August  last;  Boston  &c  Providence  to  90,  from  111^ 
in  August;  Mohawk  to  80,  from  136  in  August;  Sarato- 
ga to  105,  from  128  in  August,  &c.  If  any  person  had 
predicted  such  a  state  of  things  four  months  ago,  ho 
would  have  been  considered  "stark  mad."] 

The  Philadelphia  American  Daily  Advertiser  of  Tues- 
last,  says — "Tl)e  effects  of  the  attack  by  the  government 
on  the  United  States  bank,  by  removing  the  deposites, 
is  beginning  to  be  felt  in  the  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  The  notes  of  many  of  the  local 
banks  are  now  selling  in  this  city  at  from  1  to  8  and 
even  12  per  cent,  below  par,  and  the  evil  is  rapidly  in» 
creasing." 

Texas.  We  have  a  letter  from  Augustine  dated  No» 
vember  23,  which  informs  that  col.  S.  T.  Austin,  (wlio 
had  been  delegated  to  represent  the  affairs  of  Texas  at  the 
city  of  Mexico),  writes  that  the  duties  on  all  merchandize 
imported  into  that  country  had  been  taken  off — that  the 
law  of  April  6,  1830,  which  prohibited  the  people  of  the 
United  States  fi-om  entering  Texas,  (to  become  citizens), 
was  about  to  be  repealed' — and  that  it  was  expected  Texas 
would  soon  be  admitted  into  the  union  as  one  of  the  Mexi- 
can states. 

The  letter  adds  that  there  had  recently  been  a  great 
emigration  to  Texas  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  other 
of  our  western  states — and  that  the  prospect  of  things 
was  very  cheeiing,  &c.  Texas  certainly  is  a  very  fine  and 
fei'tile  country,  and  parliculaily  fitted  for  the  cultivation 
of  cotton,  being  also  excellent  for  grain  and  cattle. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

December  30.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a  communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  the  reso- 
lution of  tlie  19ili,  calling  for  copies  of  certain  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Crawford  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  the  bank, 
&c, 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  subject  of  the  amount  of  public  money  deposited  in  the  va- 
rious hanks,  and  other  matters,  embraced  in  the  other  call 
made  by  the  senate  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay. 

The  reading  of  these  communications  occupied  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  and  said,  that,  as  to  the  report  which  had 
been  just  read,  and  which  he  now  held  in  his  hand,  it  was  a 
most  extraordinary  and  an  unprecedented  document.  The  se- 
nate had  called  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  documents, 
and  he  had  given  them  an  argument.  With  respect  to  that  ar- 
gument, the  secretary  was  welcome  to  the  full  benefit  of  it. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  would  undertake  to  prove,  at  a  proper  opportunity, 
that  the  secretary  had  misquoted  the  letters  of  Mr.  Crawford. 
Mr.  Crawford  liad  acted  under  the  resolution  of  1816,  and  ail 
extracts  which  referred  to  that  authority  had  been  suppressed 
in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  senate  had 
called  for  things  which  they  had  not  got,  and  had  got  things 
which  they  had  noi  called  for.  They  had  asked  of  the  secreta- 
ry bread,  and  he  had  given  them  a  stone.  The  senate  had  call- 
ed for  \.\\u  name  of  the  agent  who  had  been  omplnyed  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  banks.  The  secretary  ouL'ht  to  have 
kn(ivvii  thai  this  uas  one  of  the  objects  of  the  call,  because  he 
cited  in  the  begimiing  of  his  report,  the  whole  of  the  resolution. 
Hut  the  name  of  the  agent  was  not  communicated.  The  senate 
had  asked  for  the  compensation  to  the  agent,  but  the  secretary 
had  not  given  it.  The  secretary  was  asked  by  virtue  of  what 
law  this  agent  was  appointed.  It  was  replied  by  tlie  secretary, 
that  he  knew  of  no  law,  but  the  practice  of  his  predecessors. 
It  was  not  now  the  proper  occasion  to  gf»  into  this  question. 
He  had  himself  looked  into  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, at  the  time,  and  had  seen  it  all,  but  the  circular  to  the 
banks,  which  he  had  obtained  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this 
morning,  from  another  quarter.  And  he  was  ready  to  assett 
that  it  asserted  no  such  power  as  thai  which  waf  how  claimed 
by  the  k-ecrelary  of  the  treasury. 
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He  eoneluded  with  movlag  thut  th«  comjiiuiiication  be  laid 
cu  tho  tablft,  ntiii  priuted;  but  vyitUdraw  Uie  aiotion,  at  Uio  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Forsyth. 

|Hr.  Forsyth  tlien  said,  that  he  thought  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  was  most  unkind  to  llie  secretary  of  the  trea^-ury,  and 
had  dona  him  mucli  injustice.  He  had  accused  the  secretary  of 
BuppressioH  of  information,  hecausa  lie  had  not  returned  all 
which  had  been  asked  for.  Wliat  was  asked  for?  Tlie  secre- 
tary had  been  asked  to  send  certain  dwcnments  to  shew  that  the 
extrat:l.s  made  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Crawford  sustained  the 
course  nf  the  secretary.  Pie  had  done  so.  The  t;enlieman  from 
Kentucky  had  charged  that  some  of  these  extracts  wcru  mis- 
quoted, and  that  others  had  been  conceahed.  The  secretary  had 
it  must  be  well  knowa,  referred  to  no  documents  whicii  were 
exclusively  in  his  possession.  They  were  out  of  liis  possession, 
and  there  could  be  no  concealment.  The  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, when  he  introduced  this  call,  had  distinctly  declared 
that  he  denied  the  secretary's  Statement  of  his  own  case.  Tliere 
it  was.  The  gentleman  had  charged  the  secretary  with  making 
iuisquotationg  from  Mf.  Crawford's  letters.  Here  the  letters 
were— chapter  and  versa.  He  thought  the  senator  would  be 
grossly  mistaken,  if  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  shew  any 
jnisstateBsent  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  F.  tiien  referred  to  the 
charges  made  against  Mr.  Crawford  before  ttie  house  of  repre- 
Bentalives,  po  shew,  that  he  was  not  charged  with  impropriety 
for  having  made  transfers  of  the  public  money,  but  for  having 
failed  to  commhnicate  th©  fact  to  congress.  As  to  the  other  part 
of  the  charge  against  the  secretary,  that  he  had  not  given  the 
patne  of  the  agent,  it  would  be  found  that  the  name  was  in  the 
eorpmission  of  the  agent,  and  among  the  papers  would  also  be 
fonnd  the  compensation  given  to  the  agent.  The  iilformation 
required  was  here  given  in  th6  most  authentic  form,  and  the 
gentleman  could  make  what  use  of  it  he  pleased. 

JrJr.  Clay  replied,  that  no  one  could  be  m«re  free  from  the 
charge  of  unkind  feeling  towards  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
ihan  he  was.  He  scarcely  knew  him  as  an  individual,  and 
could  have  no  unkindness  towards  him.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  Clay),  had  rmiutred  from  the  se- 
cretary his  own  statement  of  his  case.  Had  not  the  secretary 
liaade  out  his  statement  before  the  senate  made  this  call?  There 
was,  indeed,  a  part  of  it  which  was  not  made  out,  and  that  was 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Cr.awford.  The  senate,  at  his  in- 
stance, had  called  for  this  correspondence;  but  no  argument  was 
called  for.  They  had  asked  for  documents,  letters,  evidence, 
and  the  secrstary  had  given — what?  an  argument.  As  to  the 
name  and  compensation  of  the  agent,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
tind  it  in  the  report.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  might  have 
liad  access  to  the  documents,  and  seen  what  he  (Mr.  Clay),  had 
pot  been  able  to  find  in  the  report,  in  which  it  seemed  to  be  to- 
tally omitted.  He  should  feel  happy,  however,  if  the  informa- 
tion was  given  in  any  part  of  the  cotrnnunication.  As  to  the 
course  and  authority  of  Mr.  Crawford  sustaining  the  secretary, 
|)e  could  only  say,  that  he  had  read  the  whole  of  the  corres- 
pondence of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  would  pledge  himself  to  show, 
at  some  other  tiirte,  that  he  had  misquoted,  in  every  instance, 
where  there  vyas  a  semblance  of  similarity  between  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Crawford  and  that  of  the  secretary.  The  powers 
assumed  by  the  present  secretary  were  never  asserted  by  Mr. 
Prawford,  and  if  they  had  been,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than 
the  opinion  of  one  secretary  sustaining  another. 

The  report  and  documents  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

;S.fter  the  presentation  of  some  petitions,  &c. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  the  report  of  the  ffeeretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  removal 
of  the  deposites, 

Mr.  Ciay  resumed  his  speech  in  support  of  his  resolutions, 
and  continued  it  with  his  usual  ability  and  animation  until  tlie 
usual  hour  of  adjournment:  when,  not  having  got  through  with 
what  he  had  to  say,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

[Unwilling  (says  the  National  Intelligencer)  to  divide  further 
the  report  of  Mr.  CZay's  speech,  we  rsserve  our  report  of  to- 
day's portion  of  it,  and  shall  give  it  in  connexion  with  the  re- 
jnaindef  as  soon  as  it  can  all  be  prepared.] 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

Vecember  31.  J.  P.  King,  a  senator  from  Georgia,  (in  tho 
place  of  Mr.  Troup),  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr,  ^tyjng  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  by  unani- 
i^ious  consent,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  lay  before  the  senate  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money,  if  any,  which  has  been  bor- 
rowed within  the  current  year  for  the  use  of  the  department, 
and  that  he  designate  the  persons,  or  corporations  of  whom 
8uch  loans,  (if  any),  may  have  been  made,  and  the  date,  amount 
find  terms  of  each  loan. 

Mf.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  of  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia; whUjU  \9sis  referred  to  tlje  committee  On  French  spolia- 
tions* 

AUo,  a  memorial  of  several  banks  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for 
a  return  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  United  States  bank;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wilkins, 
^as  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Xe^otiied,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  procure,  for  the 
dro  df  the  mcnibers  of  the  senate  n((t  heretofore  supplied,  one 
(sajjly  each  of  the  debates  ou  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consli- 
taiion. 


Mr.  E'Hno  offered  the  following  resolution;  which  lietont  day 
on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  lay  before  the  senate  a 
copy  of  the  commission  under  whieh  William  J.  Duane  lately 
acted  as  secretary  of  the  trea.<ury,and  a  copy  of  the  commission 
under  whicli  Roger  B.  Taney  now  acts  as  secretary. 

After  a  variety  of  other  proceedings,  which  will  be  safiiciently 
nuiiced  hereafter — 

The  chair  having  announced  the  hour  for  the  consideration  of 
the  special  ord(  r,  being  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry on  the  removal  of  liie  deposites — 
Mr.  Clay  rose,  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks. 
Mr.  Benton  then  rose  to  reply,  but,  in  consequence  of  some 
doineslic  occur.'-cnce,  expressed  a  wish  not  to  enter  on  the  di*- 
cussion  to  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr-  Benton,  the  senate  then  proceeded,  by  una- 
nimous consent,  to  the  consideration  of  eieculive  businesss. 
After  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 

The  senate  adjourned  to  tiie  2d  "Jan.  (Thursday),  it  not  being 
customary  to  sit  on  a  new  year's  day. 

January  2.  Sundry  bills  were  reported  and  petitions  pre- 
sented, and  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  the  reference  to  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  of  the  report  of  the  joint  conunillee,  who 
were  at  the  last  session  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  a 
system  of  civil  and  criminal  laws,  and  stated  the  importance  of 
action  upon  it. 

Mr.  Sprague  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  so  far  as  the  documents  and  re- 
turns received  will  permit,  the  amount  of  trade  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  British  North  American  colonies,  the 
British  West  Indies,  the  Danish  West  Indies,  and  the  Swedish 
West  Indies,  since  the  30ih  day  of  September,  1832,  distinguisii- 
ing  the  amount  of  American,  British,  and  other  foreign  tonnage, 
which  has  entered  and  departed  to  and  from  those  places  re- 
spectively, or  the  United  States  generally.  Also,  the  amount 
of  imports  and  exports  of  American  and  foreign  produce,  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  same. 
After  other  minor  buisness — 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of 
the  deposites. 

The  vice  president  then  took  the  occasion  to  remark,  that  all 
expressions  of  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  spectators,  concern- 
ing the  matters  in  debate,  were  improper;  and  would, on  no  ac- 
count, be  tolerated.  He  adverted  to  what  had  taken  place  in 
the  galleries  during  the  last  two  or  three  days,  by  which  the  de- 
coium  due  to  the  senate  had  been  violated,  staled  that  the  ofli- 
cers  were  instructed  to  do  their  duty,  and  that,  in  case  of  any 
repetition  of  the  impropriety,  effecHial  means  would  be  resort- 
ed to,  for  the  purpose  ofsuppressing  it,  by  instantly  clearing  the 
galleries. 

Mr.  Bentonlhen  rose  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  by  the   president  in  removing  the  deposites, 
but  before  he  had  concluded  his  remarks,  he  gave  way  to  a  me- 
tion  to  adjourn. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kane,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOnSE    OF    HEPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  27.  After  other  business  Mr.  Chilton  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  7th  June,  1832,  grant- 
ing pensions  to  certain  classes  of  troops  therein  named,  so  as  to 
embrace  in  its  provisions  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  wars 
against  the  Indians  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  C.  made  a  short  explanatory  speech  in  support  of  the  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Ken.  advocated  the  resolution,  and  dwelt  on 
the  hardships,  dangers,  suff'crings  and  merits  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  the  resolution  was  ofi'ered;  arguing  to  show  that  they 
were  as  well  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  government  as  those  wl»o 
are  now  borne  on  the  pension  rolls. 

Considerable  debate  followed,  and  Mr.  C/ii//07i  submitted  to 
several  amendments  or  modifications  of  his  resolution.  At  last, 
the  further  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  reported  a  bill 
to  rt';duoe  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Ashley  asked  leave  to  move  for  the  printing  of  5,000  copies 
of  the  report  accompanying  the  bill;  but  it  was  objected  to.  He 
then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  but  the  house  refused. 

Some  other  matters  being  attended  to— the  house  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

Monday,  Dec.  30.  Some  12  or  \5  petitions,  relative  to  private 
or  local  matters,  were  presented  by  INIr.  Plummer. 

Mr.  Binuey  presented  a  memorial  from  certain  state  banks, 
(at  Philadelplti.i),  praying  ihat  the  public  deposites  may  be  re- 
stored 1o  the  bank  ol  the  United  Slates. 

[We  have  alrejidy  in  the  last  Ueoister,  page  29S  inserted  a 
copy  of  a  mumorial  which  we  believe  is  precisely  the  same  as 
that  presented  by  Mr.  Binney,  a  few  verbal  alterations  excvpt- 
od,  which  are  not  of  ureat,  if  any  importance.  W«  therefore 
do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  m^lve  a  re-insertion. 
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Tli«  memorial  is  eifiined  by 

J»seph  P.  Norrit,  preeideiit  bank  of  Pemisylvania. 

H.  Nixon,  North  Aimirica. 

James  DundaSy  Comiiierciul,  olPenn. 

i.  Lamby  Mecliatiios. 

Ji^ijah  Dallet,  Peiiii  Township. 

Thomas  Cruig,  Manufaclurers  St  Mech. 

J.  Solmes,  Aloyaiiieii^iing. 

If^m.  Meredith,  Scliuylkill. 

Hamuel  Harvey,  GcTiiKiiiiown. 

J.  Tagtrt,  FariiMirs  fit  Mecchauics. 

By  oitltr  of  the  several  boards  of  direciors.] 

The  memorial  vvaa  referred  lo  tlio  commiltee  of  ways  and 
lueuns. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Polk,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  McDuJjic,  for  whicli  see  subsequent  pages. 

Monday,  Dec.  31.     Petitions  and  ntemorials  being  called, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  that  lie  held  in 
liis  hand  the  petition  of  Noah  Fletciier,  a  native  citizen  of 
Massachusetts,  but  at  presunt  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
lately  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  this  liou:se,  which  stated  tliat  he 
had  long  been  in  the  service  of  the  government,  not,  however, 
in  any  otiice  of  distinction  and  emolument,  but  a^  a  laborer. 
That  he  had  removed  from  his  native  slate  to  this  district, 
where  he  had  contracted  the  relations  of  a  husband  and  a  fa- 
ther, and  had  a  family  of  numerous  children,  dependent  upon 
his  exertions.  That  all  he  had  been  able  to  save  out  of  the 
tiarnings  of  many  years  of  toil  was  invested  in  this  city.  Mr. 
D.  said  further,  that  he  understood  the  memorialist  was  in  es- 
teem here  for  his  good  conduct,  being  universally  held  as  a  man 
of  upright  and  honoiable  character.  He  came  to  tiiis  house  to 
demand  redress  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  an  injury  inMicted 
upon  him.  He  had  been  removed  from  office  without  previous 
admonition,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  without  fault.  The  peti- 
tioner, Mr.  D.  said,  considered  this  house  as  the  sanctuary  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  the  sanctuary,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
of  their  liberties  and  privileges. 

It  was  here  that  a  free  citizen  of  this  republic  might  flee,  and 
lay  hold  upon  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Here,  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  whole  nation,  he  might  pour  out  his  grievances, 
oud  tell  his  wrongs;  and  it  was  here  that  he  had  a  rif,'ht  to  de- 
mand redress.  He  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  nation  were  always  directed  to  this  body  with  pecuimr  in- 
terest, inasmuch  as  they  looked  to  it  a>  the  last  refuge  of  liber- 
ty. No  wrong,  no  violence,  no  arbitrary  despotic  use  of 
power,  should  here  be  tolerated.  And  if,  said  Mr.  D.  there  be 
in  the  community,  a  Verres,  whose  arm  shall  dare  to  lift  the 
scourge  over  the  helpless,  it  ought  to  be  safeguard  enough  for 
any  man,  to  say,  "1  am  a  Roman  citizen."  Here,  Mr.  D.  said. 
was  an  humble  individual,  who  came  to  this  house,  not  us  a 
Roman,  but  as  an  American  citizen,  who  asked,  respectfully 
but  firmly,  of  this  body,  the  redress  of  an  injury  which  he  con- 
sidered himself  as  having  sustained.  It  was  one  of  the  great 
privileges  of  an  American  citizen  to  think  and  act,  so  long  as 
he  acted  within  the  law,  according  to  his  own  judgment  and 
understanding.  This,  said  he,  is  the  great  prerogative  we  all 
claim — it  is  the  great  attribute  of  a  freeman,  and  the  characte- 
ristic of  liberty  itself. 

It  belongs  to  our  freedom  that  each  man  shall  be  permitted  to 
utter  his  sentiments  without  restraint,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience  and  understanding;  and  whenever  this  is  im- 
pugned, it  is  the  duty  of  this  house  to  interpose,  and  exert  its 
guardian  power.  It  is  for  this  body  to  preserve  the  citizens  of 
this  country  from  being  brought  under  subjection  to  any  power 
or  authority  that  may  rise  up  and  seek  to  domineer.  Under  a 
conviction  of  this  truth,  the  petitioner  comes  here  and  asks  of 
us  redress.  And,  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  no  oppression,  no 
abuse  of  power,  should  ever  be  tolerated  within  these  walls. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  here  called  Mr.  Davis  to  arder,  insist- 
ing that  he  was  violating  the  45th  rule  of  the  bouse,  which  di- 
rects that  when  a  member  presented  a  petition,  he  should  only 
briefly  state  what  it  contained.  The  gentleman,  on  the  contra- 
ry, was  going  on  to  deliver  his  views  as  to  what  were  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  into  an  argument  on  the  nrerits  of  the 
petitioner. 

The  chair  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  cer- 
tainly out  of  order,  and  mu*t  confine  his  remarks  to  a  state- 
ment of  what  the  memorial  contained. 

Mr.  Davis  replied,  that  it  was  far  from  being  his  intention  to 
excite  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  far  less  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  by  any  remarks  he  had  made.  He  thought 
that  the  ordinary  indulgence  of  the  house  would  permit  him  lo 
explain  the  object  of  the  memorial,  and  the  reasons  why  it 
ought  to  be  received.  So  far  as  this  information  extended,  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  toward  this  individual  was 
without  a  precedent.  It  was  so  stated,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
proper  that  the  house  should  inquire  into  the  case;  that  the 
memorial  should  be  entertained,  and  that  the  house  should  in- 
quire who  it  was  that  had  been  guilty  of  thi«  offensive  exercise 
of  power.  The  memorial  stated  that  it  had  been  done  by  an 
officer  of  the  house:  by  an  individual,  who  but  a  few  days  since 
had  been  elevated  by  the  voice  of  that  body  to  the  place  he 
held.  Mr.  D.  held,  that  as  such  he  was  accountable  to  the  au- 
thority that  had  appointed  him. 

The  speaker  here  interposed,  and  again  reminded  Mr.  D.  that 
he  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  that  he  should  not  proceed  farther,  if  that 
was  the  opinion  of  the  chair.     He  had  only  been  giving  a  rea- 


son why  this  memorial  should  be  entertained  by  the  house  and 
why  the  house  should  act  ujjon  the  subject  to  which  it  referred 
and  inquire  for  wliat  r<.'a.-.oii,  power  had  so  been  exercised! 
The  mtniorialist,  lie  said,  wont  on  to  state  that  he  had  been  re- 
moved vvitiioul  cause,  it  had  not  been  said  that  he  was  un- 
faithful, or  uiKOurteous  towards  tlie  house  in  the  discharge  of 
ills  official  duty;  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  admitted  that  he  had 
bt;en  always  respectful  and  m(»(lest  in  his  behaviour.  He  had 
rarely  been  seen  within  that  hall.  He  had  hcen  removed  it 
seemed  manilesl,  by  tiie  exercise  of  |)ower  alone,  and  there- 
fore it  became  proper  to  a^k  why  this  hud  been  done.'  to  ask 
whether  ihc  spirit  of  favoritism  had  bet.n  exercised  within 
those  vvalK-?  whetiier  the  spirit  of  proscri|)tion  had  entered 
there.'  whether  the  despot  had  come  into  that  house,  which 
either  crushed  its  victim,  or  moulded  him  to  its  own  will!  The 
memorialist  was  a  man  of  honor  and  respectability,  and  he  had 
a  right  to  be  heard.  Mr.  D.  rcgielted  that  he  had  been  em- 
barrassed by  a  rigid  application  of  a  technical  rule  in  a  case  of 
this  kind;  he  had  hopinl  the  house  would  have  indulged  him  in 
going  into  a  somewhat  more  enlarged  view  of  a  subject  which, 
in  itdclf,  was  of  fearful  moment,  and  intimately  connected  with 
the  freedom  and  safety  of  the  people;  but,  as  a  different  course 
had  been  pursued,  he  should  resume  his  seat,  after  he  had  sent 
to  the  chair  a  resolution  which  he  wished  to  offer.  In  the 
meanwhile,  he  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  memorial.  It  waa 
read  accordingly  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  Slates. 

The  memorial  and  representation  of  Noah  Fletcher,  late  an 
assistant  clerk  in  the  clerk's  office  of  said  house,  respecllully 
shewetli: 

Tliat  in  the  year  1819,  your  memorialist  was  appointed  by 
Thomas  D;>ngherty,  then  clerk  of  the  house,  as  an  assistant 
pro  tempore,  and  that  afterwards  he  was  recognized  by  a  reso- 
lution of  said  house,  and  directed  to  be  continued  in  service; 
since  which  time,  until  Friday  last,  your  moniorialist  has  con- 
linuud  to  discharge  his  duty  with  assiduity,  and  according  to 
the  best  of  hif  abilities,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  late  clerk, 
and,  so  far  as  known,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  miiinbers  of  the 
liouse. 

That,  on  Friday  Inst,  your  memorialist  was  dismissed  from 
the  services  of  the  liouse  by  the  present  clerk,  without  any  rea- 
sons assigned,  and,  as  he  alleges,  without  any  good  cause,  and 
another  person  appoirted  in  his  place. 

That  yonr  memorialist  considers  this  proceeding  as  oppres- 
sive, contrary  to  the  good  feelings  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  against  the  true  spirit  of  the  government  under 
which  W(!  live. 

Your  muirioriftlist,  therefore,  feels  it  his  duty  to  make  this 
communication  to  the  house,  and  claims  its  inierponiiion. 

NOAH  FLETCHEK. 

Mr.  Davis  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Noah  Fletcher  was  removed  from  his  office  of 
assistant  clerk  in  this  house  without  any  sufficient  cause,  and. 
ought  to  be  immediately  reinstated. 

The  chair  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  move 
a  resolution  at  this  time,  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  D.  inquired  whether  he  could  not  Offer  it  as  a  motion,  in 
cotiiiexjon  with  the  memorial? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Clay  insisted  that  any  motion,  accompanying  the  peti- 
tion, nuist  be  of  the  ordinary  character,  for  the  reference  of  the 
paper  to  a  committee,  or  to  give  it  some  other  disposition. 

The  speaker  consulted  the  rule,  and  decided  that  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Clay  then  inquired;  whether  it  must  not  be  laid  on  the 
table  for  a  day.' 

I'he  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative,  provided  any  gentleman 
desired  it. 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  refer  the  memorial  to  a  select  committee.' 

The  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative;  but  no  motion  to  that 
eflTect  being  made,  the  motion,  or  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  D. 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bai/^ies,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  memorial,  praying 
for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in  Great  Taunton  river,  i« 
that  state,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  Mercer,  {chairman  of  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals), opposed  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  committee 
on  commerce — saying  that  by  such  means,  all  improvements 
situated  on  the  sea  board  thus  gained  an  easy  and  certain  paa- 
s'.ge  through  the  house;  while  all  those  connected  with  tha 
great  interior  were  resisted,  and  denonnced  as  unconstitu- 
tional. 

A  long  desultory  debate  followed.  The  memorial  was  finally 
sent  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  by  a  vote  of  76 
to  65. 

Mr.  JVardwell,  presented  a  memorial  praying  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor,  and  the  erection  of  light  houses  at  the  mouth 
of  Sandy  creek  and  Salmon  river,  on  lake  Ontario. 

On  this  memorial  the  debate  was  revived,  and  nearly  on  the 
same  grounds  a?  the  preceding;  but  it  was  finally  referred  to  tha 
committee  on  commerce,  by  yeas  and  nays,  105  to  97. 

Other  ordinary  business  being  attended  to,  the  house  ad- 
journed over  until  Thursday, — it  not  being  usual  to  sit  on  new 
year's  day. 
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Thursday,  Jan.  2.  The  journal  of  the  last  day's  siltiHg  having 
been  read— 

A  question  of  order  was  made  by  Mr.  Everett,  of  Mass.  with 
regard  to  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Noah  Fletcher. 
The  cAatr  having  pronounced  the  consideralion  of  Mr.  Polkas 
motion,  in  respect  lo  the  reference  of  Mr.  Taney's  letter,  willi 
Mr.  McDuffie's  instructions,  lo  be  in  order,  a?  the  unfinished 
business  before  the  house,  and  to  take  precedence  of  the  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial,  which  would  come  up  as  the  nnfini^hcd 
business  on  Monday  next,  Mr.  Everett  contended  that  it  would 
be  in  order  to  consider  tl)e  memorial  at  this  time,  'i'he  speaker 
stated  liis  apprehension,  as  lo  the  interpretation  and  application 
of  the  rule  in  reference  to  the  presentation  of  peliiions.  Mr. 
WiUiams,  of  N.  C.  took  an  appeal  from  his  decision;  which, 
however,  after  a  brief  discussion,  he  consented,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  friends,  to  withdraw.  So  the  consideration  of  the 
memorial  lies  over  until  Monday  morning,  (llie  next  petition 
day.) 

Mr.  Polk  then  took  the  floor  and  concluded  his  speech,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  McDuffle.  After  which  the  house  adjourned  on  the 
taotion  of  Mr.  Binney, 

MEETING  AT  RICHMOND, 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  a  very  large  meelitig  of  the  citizens 
of  Richmond,  and  others,  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
delegates,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  iilt.  Cliapman  Johnson 
was  called  lo  the  chair,  and  Molden  Rhodes  appointed  secretary. 
Mr.  Johnson,  on  taking  his  seat,  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  saying  Ihal ''the  issue  v)as  now  to  be  made  up  between 
LIBERTY  and  DESPOTISM."  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh  then  ro.^e 
and  submitted  the  resolutions  Vv-hich  follow,  and,  in  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours,  held  the  undivided  attention  of  the  crowded 
audience.  It  is  spoken  of  as  an  extraordinary  display  of  talent 
and  of  power.  After  which  the  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted.  We  give  them  at  length  because  of  the  arguments 
contained  in  them. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  held  at  the  capitol, 
on  Thursday,  tlie  96lh  of  Decemh(^r,  1833,  Chapman  Johnson, 
esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Holden  Rhodes  appointed  se- 
cretary. Tlie  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  B.  W.  Leigh, 
esq.  and  adopted  without  a  dissenting  vole. 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  now  here 
assembled,  that  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  large 
honus  which  it  paid  for  its  charier,  and  in  the  services  it  stipu- 
lated to  perform  and  in  fact  performed  for  the  government,  had 
paid  a  full  and  valuable  consideration  for  all  the  privileges,  ad- 
vantages and  benefits, cortferred  on  itbytheactof  incorporation, 
among  which  were  the  deposites,  in  the  bank  or  its  branches, 
of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  as  the  same  should  be  col- 
lected, from  time  to  time,  during  the  whole  term  for  which  it 
was  incorporated,  and  as  it  was  not  pretended,  that  the  bank 
Wd.1,  or  was  likely  to  become,  an  unsafe  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  or  that  it  had  failed  to  perform  any  of  the  services 
which  it  had  stipulated  to  perform  for  the  government;  there- 
fore, the  recent  act  of  the  president,  withholding  and  withdraw- 
ing the  deposites  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  Slates  fronr  the 
bank,  was  a  palpable  breach  of  the  public  faith  solemnly  plight- 
ed to  the  institution  by  its  charter. 

Resolved,  in  regard  to  the  reasorts  by  which  it  has  been  at- 
tempted to  justify  this  extraordinary  measure,  lo  the  congress 
and  people  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  consist  in 
allegations  of  misconduct  of  the  bank — that  it  appears  to  this 
meeting,  that  those  allegations  of  misconduct  far  from  being 
substantiated  by  proof,  have  been  disproved,  and  that  if  they 
were  all  proved  by  incontrovertible  evidence,  still  no  miscon- 
duct committed  by  the  bank  could  furnish  an  excuse  for  an  act 
of  injustice  committed  by  the  government  towards  it — etjpecial- 
ly,  if  such  act  of  injustice  iitvolved  a  breach  of  the  public  faith, 
and  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States — and  so  far  as  the  withholding  and  withdrawal  of  the  de- 
posites from  the  bank,  has  been  vindicated  on  the  groitnd  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  which  the  charter  has  yet  to  endure,  and 
the  expediency  of  compelling  it  to  begin  thus  early  lo  wind  itp 
its  affairs — considering  that  the  institution  was  incorporated  for 
the  fiill  term  of  twenty  years,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges, 
advantages  and  benefits,  conferred  by  its  charter,  for  the  whole 
term,  and  that  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter 
were  allowed  it  to  wind  up  its  aff'airs — this  meeting  cannot  but 
view  this  reason  for  the  measure  in  question,  as  antountirtg,  in 
principle  and  in  efl^ect,  to  the  assertion  of  a  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  president,  to  shorten  the  term  of  the  corporate  existence  of 
the  bank,  by  an  exercise  of  the  executive  power,  in  defiance  of 
the  legislative  will,  and  of  the  contract  mado  with  the  institu- 
tion, plainly  expressed  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting,  looking  to  the  history  of  this  ar- 
bitrary and  dangeroirs  measure,  as  it  has  been  disclosed  to  the 
public  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  hinrself,  is  compel- 
led to  regard  him  as  the  real  author  of  it,  and  his  secretary  of 
the  treasury  as  only  the  instrument  by  which  he  has  exercised 
his  will  and  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  provision  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  '^ihr.l 
the  depositee  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  where 
the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  should  be  established,  shoirld 
be  made  in  the  said  bank  and  branches  then-of,  unless  the  se 
cretary  of  the  treasury  should  at  any  tinre  otherwise  oidrr  and 
direct,  in  which  case  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  sliould  imme- 


diately lay  before  congress,  if  in  session,  if  not,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  the  reasons  of  such 
order  or  direction,"  was  plainly  intended  to  give  the  secretary 
power  to  take  away  the  deposites  front  the  bank  not  at  his  own 
nrere  pleasure  or  caprice,  nor  in  compliance  with  the  opinion 
or  in  obedience  to  tlie  order  of  the  president,  but  only  for  good 
cause;  and  for  good  cause  to  be  reported  lo,  aird  judged  of  by, 
tlie  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  having  in  the  establishment  of 
the  treasury  department  taken  especial  care  that  it  should  not 
be  an  executive  department,  with  obvious  design  to  retain  to 
itself  the  absolute  C(Miirol  over  the  public  purse,  as  by  the  con- 
stitution it  was  bound  to  do;  the  secretary  of  the  tieai-ury,  in 
the  exercise  of  any  discretionary  power  confided  to  him  by  law, 
is  tro  wise  bound  to  respect  the  wishes  or  the  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident contrary  lo  his  own  jndgment  of  what  is  right  or  proper, 
hut  is  bound  to  respect  the  will  of  the  legislature  declared  by 
law;  and  that  the  president  ih  dismissing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  his  office  for  refu-ing  to  exercise  the  discretionary 
power  vested  in  hinr  by  law  lo  take  away  the  depnsiies  from  the 
bank  in  compliance  with  the  will  of  the  president,  contrary  to 
his  own  judgment,  and  in  appointing  a  successor  known  locon- 
cur  in  the  views  of  the  president,  manifestly  for  the  purpose  of 
conforming  the  act  of  the  department  with  his  will,  hv.s  pervert- 
ed and  abused  his  constitutional  power  of  ap|)oiniment  and  dis- 
mis.sion  of  ofRceis,  and  has  assumed  to  hitn>elf  an  illegal,  un- 
eonsUlutional  and  most  dangerous  prerogative. 

Resolved,  Thai  considering  that  ihe  president  had  submitted 
the  qirestiou  as  to  the  propriety  of  takirrg  away  the  deposites 
from  the  bank,  to  congress,  at  its  last  session,  and  that  the  house 
of  representatives  (the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  public  treasure) 
had,  in  response  to  that  question, expressed  its  opinion,  in  terms 
not  lo  be  misunderstood,  that  there  was  no  good  reason  for  tak- 
ing away  the  deposites  from  the  bank:  and  considering  too,  that 
the  bank  was  acknowledgedly  a  safe  depository  of  the  public 
moneys — this  meeting  cannot  but  apprehend,  that  the  act  of  the 
executive,  taking  away  the  deposites  from  the  bank,  in  the  re- 
cess of  congress,  and  so  shortly  before  the  annual  meeting  of 
that  body,  was  dictated  by  a  design  to  prevent  the  sense  of  a 
innjority  of  the  two  houses  on  the  subject  from  prevailing,  attd 
to  secirre  to  the  president,  by  the  exercise  of  his  veto,  the  power 
he  had  assumed  over  the  deposites,  unless  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  should  concur  in  measures  to  redress  or 
correct  the  evil;  and  if  this  was  the  design,  as  it  certaiitly  may 
he  the  efJect,  of  adopting  this  measure  in  ihe  recess  of  congress, 
this  meeting  regards  this  act  of  the  executive,  in  this  view  of  it 
also,  as  a  gross,  palpable  and  dangerous  abuse  and  perversion  of 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  president. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
jealously  provided,  that  no  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  but  in  conseqirence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,  and 
as  the  act  o(  incorporation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
effect,  constituted  that  bank  and  its  branches  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  by  making  them  the  place  where  all  public  mo- 
neys should  be  deposited  and  safely  kept,  for  the  use  of  the  go- 
vernment, according  to  appropriatiims  made  by  law;  therefore, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  nteeting,  the  late  acts  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  transferring  large  sums  of  money  to  certain  state 
banks  selected  as  future  depositories  of  the  public  treasure,  mot 
for  the  use  of  the  government,  nor  in  consequence  of  any  ap- 
propriation made  by  law,  but  with  the  obvious,  and  indeed 
avowed  purpose,  partly  to  enable  those  state  banks  to  discharge 
the  balances  they  owed  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  out  of 
the  public  uroneys  so  transferred  to  them,  and  partly  to  sustain 
their  credit,  and  to  enable  them  to  enlarge  their  opt-raiions,  by 
an  advance  or  loan  of  the  public  moneys — were,  in  principle 
and  in  effect,  a  withdrawal  of  moneys  from  the  treasury  with- 
out any  appropriation  made  by  law,  and  a  violation  of  the  con- 
slilution. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  (conform- 
ing, in  this  particular,  with  the  constitutions  of  all  free  govern- 
ments) imperatively  requires  and  provides,  that  the  sole  and  ab- 
solute corrtrol  of  the  public  ptrrse  should  be  vested  and  jealously 
retained  in  the  legislature,  and  especially,  that  no  control  over 
it  should  be  permitted  lo  the  executive;  and  that  the  assump- 
tion by  the  president,  in  this  instance,  of  a  power  to  take  away 
the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  they  were  destined  by  the  legislature,  and  to 
place  them  in  any  state  banks  he  may  think  proper  to  select, 
upon  such  terms  as  he  nray  deem  it  prudent  to  stipulate,  and  to^ 
take  away  such  deposites  from  those  state  hanks  again,  and  to' 
confide  thenr  to  new  dejtosilories  of  his  own  selection,  at  his 
will  and  pleasure,  without  authority  or  regulation  of  law, 
amounts  to  an  assumption  by  the  president,  of  full  and  absolute 
power  over  the  public  purse,  and  has  a  direct  tendency  to  con- 
centrate all  the  powers  of  government  in  his  hands,  and  to  con- 
vert our  free,  happy,  republican  institutions  into  a  simple  mo- 
narchy. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  serious  apprehension,  or  rather  the 
firm  conviction  of  this  meeting,  that  the  admission  of  a  power 
ill  the  president  of  the  United  Stands,  to  place  the  immense 
treasure  of  Ihe  governmeni  in  such  banks  as  he  may  select  as 
depositorirjs  thereof,  and  then  again  to  take  them  from  those 
d(!positories  of  his  own  choice,  whensoever  he  pleases  t"  do  so, 
must,  by  inevitable  consequence,  give  him  absolute  power  over 
the  hanks  s"lected  as  depositories,  inasmuch  as  his  power  of 
wiihdrawiiiff  such  large  funds  at  pleasure,  may  put  such  hanks 
under  the  alternative  of  instant  bankruptcy  or  of  passive  sub- 
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mission  to  his  will;  and  thus  the  treasure  of  the  United  Stales 
may  be  made  the  means  of  extending  the  influence  of  the  presi- 
dent, already  by  his  patronage  loo  gieal,  and  of  seeuring  and 
perpeluatiuK  il  to  liim,  over  the  whole  nation,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  soriety. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  pressure  and  distress,  whicii  even  thus 
early  embarrass  and  endanger  all  the  coniniercial  interests  and 
business  of  this  great  country,  already  so  sensibly  and  generally 
fell,  must  soon,  in  the  apprehension  of  this  meeting,  be  aggra- 
vated to  an  incalculable  degree  of  mischief,  and  pervade  every 
interest  in  the  cotnniunity;  and  that  tiiis  mischief  cannot  be  im- 
puted to  any  thing  done  or  omitted  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States;  f<»r,  according  to  all  the  in(br(nation  accessible  lo  this 
meeting,  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  call  in  its  funds,  (in  order  to 
enable  it  to  meet  the  une.\am[)led  itxigency  in  its  affairs,  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  government — to  sustain  a  run  upon 
it,  conducted  by  the  government  itself,  with  its  overwhelming 
means — to  do,  in  short,  what  the  executive  avowedly  intended 
to  compel  it  to  do,  that  is,  to  begin  immediately  to  wind  up  its 
affairs)  have  been  cautious,  moderate  and  forbearing;  but  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  present  distressed  state  of  things  is 
mainly  to  be  imputed  to  the  conduct  of  the  executive — to  the 
shock  which  this  ill  judged  measure  has  given  to  the  public  con- 
fidence and  credit — to  tlie  necessity  it  has  imposed  on  every  man 
to  withhold  credit  from  others  and  looking  only  to  his  own  se- 
curity— and  to  tlie  general  sense  of  the  jeopardy  lo  the  whole 
property  of  the  country,  which  such  sudden  and  violent  changes 
never  has  failed,  and  never  will  or  can  fail,  to  produce. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  That  no  efficient 
corrective  of  the  evil  can  be  devised,  save  only  the  removal  of 
the  cause  that  has  produced  it;  the  adoption  of  measures  to  re- 
verse, lo  the  utmost  extent  practicable,  the  pernicious  action  of 
the  executive;  to  restore  public  confidence,  by  restoring  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  the  rights  which  have  unwisely,  un- 
justly, illegally  and  unconstitutionally  been  taken  away  from 
it;  or,  at  the  least,  by  securing  to  tlie  bank  the  deposites  hereto- 
fore made  which  have  not  already  been  drawn  from  it,  and  the 
deposites  of  all  public  treasure  wiiich  may  accrue  in  future 
during  the  continuation  of  its  charter;  and  above  all,  to  reassure 
the  people,  that  the  disposition  of  its  treasure  belongs  to  its  re- 
presentatives in  congress,  and  not  to  the  executive,  and  thus  to 
reassure  them  of  their  property  and  of  their  liberty. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  That  no  corrective 
which  congress  can  devise,  can  be  effectual,  unless  it  be  speedi- 
ly applied. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  representatives  of  this  state 
in  the  house  of  representatives  and  senate  of  the  United  States, 
as  expressive  of  tlie  deliberate  opinion  of  that  portion  of  their 
constituents  now  liere  asseujbled,  on  tliis  present  fearful  con- 
juncture of  affairs — in  the  liope,that  congress  will  promptly  de- 
vise means  to  correct  the  evils  already  experienced  from  the 
unhappy,  illegal  and  arbitrary  measures  of  the  executive,  and  to 
prevent  the  yet  greater  evils  that  are  but  too  certainly  to  be  ap- 
prehended, and  that  the  representatives  of  this  state,  particular- 
ly, will  earnestly  unite  and  assist  in  the  work;  and  that  it  will 
adopt  measures  to  heal  the  wound  that  has  been  inflicted  on 
the  public  faith,  by  doing  right  and  justice  to  the  bank,  for  in 
justice  only,  and  that  promptly  rendered,  can  any  healing  in- 
fluence be  found;  and  that  it  will  not  fail  to  assert  and  maintain 
its  own  absolute  and  exclusive  control  over  the  treasure  of  the 
nation,  without  which  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
must  soon  become  an  empty  form. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  James  Lyons,  esq. 
and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  representative  in  congress  from  this  district, 
and  the  delegate  of  this  city,  in  the  legislature  of  this  state,  who 
are  hereby  instructed,  as  far  as  this  meeting  can  instruct  them, 
to  act  and  vote,  if  the  occasion  shall  present  itself,  in  conformi- 
ty with  them. 

'  The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Joseph  S.  James, 
esq.  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resoved,  That  our  fellow  citizens  generally  be  requested  to 
meet  in  their  respective  towns  and  counties;  and  to  express 
their  opinions   upon   the  important   subject  of  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Robert  Stanard,  esq.  it  was  ordered,  That  tel- 
lers be  appointed  to  count  and  report  to  the  chairman,  the  num- 
ber c)(citizens  of  Richmond  present. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  That  the  editors  of  newspapers  in 
this  city,  be  requested  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

And  then  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  tellers  reported  ."^66  citizens  of  Richmond  to  be  present,* 
when  the  count  was  taken.  C.  JOflNSON,  chairman, 

H.  Rhodes,  secretary. 

— ».>9  @  0<«ii» 
MR.  FOLK'S  SPEECH. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  DEC.  30, 

lln  reply  to  Mr.  McDdffie — whose  speech,  from  necessity  in  the 
mechanical  department  of  the  Register,  follows,  instead  of 
precedes,  as  it    ought  in    the  order   of    time,  that    of  Mr. 
Polk.] 
The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to 

refer  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  the  reasons  assigned 

*The  "Whig"  says  that  many  left  th^  house  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolutions,  considering  nil  the  business  of  the  meeting 
fitii«hed.  Reo. 


by  the  secretary  of  ihc  treasury  for  Ihe  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  with  Mr.  McDuJfic^s  motion  for  instructing  ihe  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  fur  restoring  them  to  ihe  bank  of  the 
United  States — 

Mr.  Folk  of  Tenn.  said,  in  entering  upon  the  discussion  of 
this  great  subject,  he  begged  lo  be  permitlcd  to  remind  the 
house  of  the  present  state  of  the  question,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  its  consideration  had,  in  his  judgnicnl,  been  thus  pre- 
maturely forced  upon  this  hout^e.  The  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, said  Mr.  P.  has  removed  the  public  deposites.  In  the  letter 
now  belore  us,  he  has  communicated  his  reasons  for  ihe  a''i. 
'I'he  bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  sent  to  this  house  its  I'.emn- 
rial,  complaining  of  the  act  of  the  secjotary,  and  asking  a  res- 
toration of  the  deposites.  That  memorial,  by  the  vote  of  a 
m.ijority  of  this  house,  has,  upon  full  consideration,  been  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  this  house  for  inve^;iinaiion  and  re- 
port. The  government  directors  of  thtj  bank  of  the  United 
States — officers  placed  in  the  bank  as  the  public  sentinels  of  the 
public  interests — have  also  sent  here  their  memorial,  making 
grave  charges  againat  the  bank;  charges  of  malpractices  in  the 
administration  of  the  bank;  charges  of  the  corrupt  use  of  the 
public  moneys  entrusted  to  its  keeping;  and  charges,  if  true, 
amounting  to  a  clear  forfeiture,  not  only  of  the  public  confi- 
dence, but  of  the  charter  itself.  This  memorial,  too,  has,  upon 
full  consideration,  been  committed,  by  a  large  majority  of  this 
house,  to  the  same  committee  for  investigati<»n.  The  letter  of 
the  secretary  of  the  trear^ury,  now  before  us,  was  by  misappre- 
hension of  the  object  of  the  mover,  permitted,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, lo  go  to  the  committee  of  ihe  whole  house  on  the  state 
of  the  union;  but  so  soon  as  it  was  understood  lo  be  ihe  inten- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  bank  to  discuss  the  subject  at  once  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  effect  of  which  must  necessarily 
have  been  to  stifle  all  inquiry  by  an  investigating  committee  of 
this  house,  both  into  the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  and  also  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  made 
against  the  bank  by  the  government  directors,  a  majority  of 
this  house  upon  full  discussion  and  consideration,  by  their  votes, 
detcrmiiied  to  take  the  subject  out  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  tinion,  and  bring  it  into  the  house,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  committing  it  also  to  the  same  investi- 
gating committee  of  the  house,  to  which  the  two  memorials  of 
the  bank  and  the  government  directors  had  been  committed.  A 
motion  to  that  effect  is  made,  and  though  the  sense  of  the  house 
had  been  thrice  expressed,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
submits,  [as  he  is  permitted  to  do  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  and 
parliamentary  usage],  his  proposfition  of  instructions  to  the 
committee,  to  report  a  bill  to  restore  the  deposites;  which,  if 
cariied,  precludes  all  investigation,  by  a  committee,  and  thus 
against  the  expressed  icill  of  a  majority  of  the  house — solemnly 
pronounced — opens  the  whole  discussion. 

The  gentleman  proposes,  by  a  peremptory  order,  in  the  face 
of  the  charges  brought  against  the  bank,  lo  instruct  a  commit- 
tee of  this  house  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  restore  the  deposites,  and 
thus  to  prejudge  the  questions,  and  prevent  all  examination 
into  their  truth  or  falsehood.  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  sir, 
(lo  use  the  language  of  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  the  other 
end  of  the  capitol),  that  I  consider  this  as  a  flight  on  the  part  of 
the  bank  and  its  friends,  from  the  light  of  truth.  The  difference 
between  us  is  this:  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  those 
who  sustain  him  here,  shrink  from  no  scrutiny,  however  se- 
vere, but,  on  the  contrary,  invite  it;  they  invite  it  with  a  perfect 
confidence  that  every  fact  stated  by  him  will  be  sustained  by 
proofs  incontestihle.  What  we  want  is  a  thorough  sifting  in« 
vestigation  of  a  committee  of  this  house. 

The  friends  of  the  bank  say  no;  oh!  no!  We  cannot  have  a 
committee  lo  investigate  and  report  the  facts;  we  choose  to 
force  this  discussion  on  now,  when  each  gentleman  may,  by 
bold  assertion,  assume  such  facts  as  may  suit  his  taste,  or  an- 
swer his  purpose  best.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  attribute  a  mo- 
tive for  this  extraordinary  proceeding.  I  do  not  do  so;  but,  it 
is  easy  to  conceive  that  it  may  be  deemed  important  to  send 
out  speeches  to  the  country,  charging  the  secretary  with  mis- 
representation and  falsehood,  in  order  to  break  the  force  of  the 
secretary's  letter,  upon  the  public  .mind.  Jt  may  be  deemed 
important  to  influence,  by  discussion  here,  tlie  public  mind, 
and  add  to  that  panic  which  has  been  described  to  us  as  ex- 
tensively prevailing  in  the  coinmercial  cities,  and  thus  to  aid 
the  tremendous  power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in 
making  the  state  banks  in  its  vicinity,  the  commeici.-il  commu- 
nity, and  all  under  its  control,  petition  congress  for  a  restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  with  the  hope  to  alarm  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and,  if  possible,  induce  them,  in  the  panic 
of  the  moment,  lo  do  that  which  their  sober  judgments  would 
not  approve.  Are  we  children,  sir.''  Do  we  not  all  understand 
what  is  going  on  out  of  this  lionse  to  produce  alarm  within  it.' 
But  it  is  said  we  must  have  spe<jdy  action,  and,  therefore,  we 
must  have  immediate^liscussion.  And  is  this  the  mode  of  ar- 
riving either  at  a  fafisfactoiy  or  speedy  decision  of  the  quee- 
tiou.'  It  is  contrary  to  our  whole  experience  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  body.  To  come  to  a  satisfactory  and  speedy  result,  a 
committee  should  present  all  the  facts,  and  present  some  tangi- 
ble and  definite  proposition.  But,  no,  nothing  but  discussion, 
and  discussion  now,  will  do. 

One  other  preliminary  remark,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  make 
before  proceeding  to  the  main  question.  When  the  previous 
question  was  demanded,  the  other  day,  gentlemen  a.sked,  do 
you   wish  to  gag  us.' — Do  you  wish  10  prevent  discussion? 
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These  questions  were  asfced  by  gentlemen  whose  names  are  re- 
corded on  your  journals,  at  the  Session  before  the  last,  in  favor 
of  forcing  twice  in  the  same  day,  by  the  application  of  tlie  pre- 
vious quesilion,  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  re  chartering  the 
bank  of  the  Ui»ited  States.  Tliat,  too,  was  the  final  action  of 
Ihe  house  upon  the  subject,  and  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  were  not  permitted  to  open  their  mouths 
against  it.  On  other  questions,  also,  Mr.  P.  said,  when  the 
bank  had  a  majority  in  the  house,  the  friends  of  tlje  bank  had 
no  scruples  in  resorting  freely  to  the  previous  question,  or 
questions  of  like  import,  such  as  precluded  discussion,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  bill  reported  for  the  sale  of  the  government 
stock  in  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States,  rejected  on  its  first 
reading.  And  when  the  celebrated  resolution,  declaring  that 
the  public  depositee  were  safe  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  before  this  house,  the  previous  question  was  moved.  The 
gentleman  who  moved  it  was  asked  to  withdraw  it.  and  he  re- 
fused to  do  so.  A  gentleman  entertaining  similar  views  with 
himself  concerning  the  bank,  then  asked  him  to  withdraw  it; 
and,  on  an  assurance  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  before 
he  sat  down,  that  indulgence  was  reluctantly  granted  to  him. 
Yet,  sir,  we  are  charged  now  with  a  desire  to  avoid  discussion! 
The  charge  cannot  be  sustained.  It  is  not  true,  sir.  We  de- 
sire a  sifting  development  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  terminate 
as  it  may.  We  desire  a  full  examination  of  all  the  charges 
made  against  it.  We  are  ready  for  a  full  discussion,  whenever 
we  shall  have  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  subject.  But 
I  maintain  that  the  instruction  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
give  to  the  committee  in  advance,  is  one  that  ought  only  to  be 
given,  if  at  all,  after  full  examination. 

Forced  as  he,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  were,  prema- 
turely, into  this  discussion,  Mr.  Polk  said,  he  trusted  he  should 
be  pardoned  for  occupying  the  time  of  the  house  in  answering 
a  few  of  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
this  discussion.  If  delay  be  the  consequence, — if  ruin  be  the 
consequence,  said  Mr.  P.  the  responsibility  rests  not  upon  us: 
and  if  it  would  be  allowed  us  now  to  take  a  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, I  would  resume  my  seat,  and  let  the  question  be  taken.  I 
know  not,  sir,  how  this  discussion  may  result.  Its  prototype, 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  the  mover  was  allowed 
to  hang  a  speech  upon,  and  then  it  was  withdrawn.  Whether 
this  proposition  is  to  take  the  same  course,  sir,  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing.    The  event  will  show. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (said  Mr.  P.)  opened 
his  argument  by  assuming  that  the  public  deposites  had  been 
unlawfully  removed  fiom  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  that 
the  president  is,  by  reason  thereof,  an  usurper,  a  tyrant;  and  he 
informed  us,  that  this  was  the  great  constitutional  question  we 
were  about  to  examine.  Yet,  sir,  the  gentleman  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  furnish  us  with  any  of  the  arguments  by  which  he 
maintains  these  propositions,  but  seemed  to  regard  them  as 
self-evident.  It  is  true,  the  gentleman  was  unmeasured  in  the 
violence  of  his  charges  against  the  president.  He  told  us  that 
he  had  trampled  the  constitution  in  the  dust;  and  he  seemed  to 
be  as  much  enraged  on  the  occasion  as  tiie  Dutch  bully  he 
spoke  of  was  with  the  lottery  wheel,  and  ready  to  strike  the  ad- 
ministration into  smashes;  and  with  about  as  much  reason. 
The  political  wheel  had  turned  out  badly  for  the  gentleman. 
But  if.  perchance,  it  took  another  turn;  if  a  star  should  be  in 
the  ascendant  from  a  new  quarter;  if  he  should  draw  the  prize, 
in  a  word,  why,  then  sir,  it  would  be,  "as  fair  a  thing  as  ever 
was." 

It  is  easy,  sir,  to  say  hard  things.  It  is  fortunate,  however, 
for  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  country,  that  his  character  is 
placed  at  such  an  elevation  that  it  requires  no  aid  from  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  on  this  floor  to  sustain  it  when  as- 
sailed. He  is  above  the  reach  and  power  of  any  remarks  made 
here. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  president  is  an  usurper,  a  tyrant, 
Jtc.  for  having  removed  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
This  argument  supposes  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
responsible  to  congress,  and  not  to  the  president  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  his  office.  Now,  sir,  I 
undertake  to  affirm  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  not  only 
not  independent  of  the  president  of  the  United  States — but,  if 
congress  were  to  pass  a  law  to  make  him  so,  they  would  ex- 
ceed their  power,  and  the  law  would  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 
The  secretary  is  not  only  not  independent  of  the  executive, 
but  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  congress  to  make  him  so.  By 
whom  is  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  appointed?  Not  by  con- 
gress. The  law  creates  the  office,  but  the  appointment  lo  it  is 
made  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of 
the  senate.  I  beR  pardon,  sir,  for  entering  upon  a  question  here 
which  has  for  forty  or  fifty  years  been  considered  a  settled  ques- 
tion. Does  the  gentleman  mean — do  those  who  think  with  him 
mean,  that  the  president  has  not  the  power  of  removing  from 
office  the  secretary  of  the  treasury?  By  whom  is  he  appointed. 
By  the  president  of  «he  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate.  The  president,  says  the  constitution, 
"shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers, 
and  consuls;  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  United  States  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.  But 
the  congress  may,  by  law,  ve*t  the  appointment  of  such  infe- 
rior officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  president  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments."  The  heads  of 
departments,  therefore,  are  not  "inferior  officers,"  and  the 


power  of  appointment  fs  not,  and  cannot  be,  in  the  president 
alotie,  or  in  the  courts  of  law,  much  less  in  congress.  Further, 
congress  cannot  by  law  acquire  the  power  of  controlling  the 
appointment  of  heads  of  departments.  Under  another  clause 
of  the  constitution,  congress  may  indeed  appoint  their  own 
officers^  but  tiiey  have  no  power  over  even  the  tnanner  of  ap- 
pointment of  any  other  than  inferior  officers  in  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  government. 

By  what  tenure  does  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  when  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  hold  his  office?  Although  there  is  no 
express  clause  in  the  constitution  authorising  his  removal  from 
office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  president,  yet  the  power  to  remove 
him  fioWs  from  the  nature  of  the  constitution.  He  holds  his 
power  durante  bene  jilacito — during  the  pleasure  of  the  presi- 
dent. The  judges  of  the  courts  ol  the  United  States  hold  their 
offices,  indeed,  during  good  behavior,  or  for  life;  but  I  deny 
that  any  other  officer  of  the  government  holds  his  office  by  a  si- 
milar tenure.  The  president  and  the  vice  president  of  the  United 
Stales  hold  their  offices  each  for  a  term  of  years.  The  period 
of  service  of  other  officers  is  not  limited  by  the  constitution; 
but  according  to  the  practice  of  the  government  in  the  time  of 
the  contemporaries  of  the  constitution  and  ever  since,  they 
have  been  considered  to  hold  their  offices  at  pleasure.  If  it 
were  not  so,  indeed,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  If  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  could  be  made  independent  of  the  pre- 
sident, still  there  must  be  a  power  somewhere  to  remove  him. 
If  not,  he  must  hold  his  office  during  life,  which  I  have  already 
shown,  is  inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

The  appointing  power,  the  executive,  must,  of  necessity,  be 
the  removing  power.  Otherwise,  there  must  be  endless  con- 
flict and  confusion  in  the  executive  departn^ent  of  the  govern- 
ment. For,  says  the  constitution,  "the  executive  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  president  of  the  United  States  of  America." 
The  whole  executive  power  is  here  vested  in  the  president; 
and,  by  another  clause  of  the  constitution,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  president  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed. 
Faithfully  executed!  how?  according  to  the  understanding  that 
each  inferior  officer  may  have  of  them?  If  that  were  the  case, 
there  would  be  no  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  lawf . 
One  secretary,  for  example,  would  execute  an  embargo  law; 
and  another  would  refuse  to  do  so  because  he  believed  it  un- 
constitutional. Was  that  the  intention,  do  you  think,  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  when  they  invested  the  power  of 
supervision  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  him  responsible  therefor?  Was  it 
contemplated  that  the  inferior  officers,  who  are  appointed  by 
the  executive,  and  are  but  his  instruments,  and  assistants  in 
the  discharge  of  executive  duty,  were  to  construe  the  law  each 
for  himself?  And  when  this  clause,  which  required  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted, was  put  into  the  constitution,  was  it  simply  intended 
to  mean,  as  has  been  suggested,  that  he  was  only  to  execute 
them  by  a  resistance  of  force,  when  force  was  interposed  lo 
prevent  their  execution? 

This  unquestionably  would  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  exe- 
cutive, should  such  a  case  arise;  but  the  president,  I  affirm,  is 
bound  to  see  that  all  laws  are  executed;  and  he  cannot  execute 
them  but  as  he  understands  them.  If  the  assistants  which  he 
has  chosen,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
are  not,  in  his  opinion,  the  fit  persons  for  their  stations,  he 
must  necessarily  possess  the  power  to  remove  them,  and  to  put 
in  others  whose  opinions  do  accord  with  his  own.  If  this  pow- 
er does  not  exist  in  the  president  of  the  United  States,  how, 
when  that  great  civil  revolution  took  place,  which  in  1801  ele- 
vated to  the  presidency  of  the  United  Statas  a  citizen  of  diflTer- 
ent  political  opinions  from  his  immediate  predecessor,  how 
could  the  new  president  have  brought  into  his  cabinet  those 
citizens  whose  opinions  were  in  unison  with  his  own?  How 
could  he  have  seen  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were 
faithfully  executed,  as  he  understood  them,  without  the  power 
of  changing  the  individuals  charged  with  that  duty?  This  ques- 
tion, however,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  been  so  long  settled,  that  he 
would  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  house  by  dwelling 
longer  on  this  particular  point. 

The  constitution  looks  to  the  heads  of  departments  as  the 
president's  advisers,  and  requires  of  them,  when  asked  by  the 
president,  to  submit  to  him  their  opinions,  in  writing,  on  any 
question  presented  to  them.  Why  does  it  exact  this,  if  he  had 
no  power  over  those  officers?  They  must  furnish  him  with 
their  opinions,  because  he  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
government,  and  as  such,  has  the  whole  of  the  executive  power 
committed  to  his  hands;  and  he  is  held  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.  How  can  he 
do  this,  unless  he  has  aids  and  assistants  in  discharging  the 
duty?  The  power  to  require  the  opinions  of  his  cabinet  infers, 
of  course,  that  it  is  not  to  be  given  without  meaning;  but  it  also 
infers  that,  if  their  opinion  shall  differ  from  his,  he  has  complete 
power  to  control  them. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  treasury  department  has  been  dif- 
ferently oraanized  from  the  other  executive  departments.  And 
how  is  is  it  differently  organized?  Congress,  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended, has  any  power  to  appoint  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
nor  any  power  to  remove  him  from  office,  if  his  conduct  shall 
not  please  them;  nor  would  they  possess  any  such  power,  even 
if  they  could  pass  a  law  conferring  it  upon  themselves.  No, 
sir;  though  they  should  see  the  public  trCfisure  wasting,  and  the 
officer  derelict  in  his  duty,  they  could  not  e<u  at  him  otherwise 
than  by  the  tedious  process  of  impeachment. 
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But,  sir,  was  it  ever  conlempiated  by  tliose  who  framed  our 
consuiution  that  there  should  be  no  power,  any  where,  to  re-* 
iHOVti  &a  officer  whose  base  designs  were  distinctly  *;f;en,  except 
tiy  the  circuitous  method  o!"  impeachtnent?  Surely  not,  sir. 
The  secretary  has  no  h'gtalative  power:  neitiier  has  he  any  pow- 
er of  a  judicial  cliaractor:  his  whole  duties  show  him  to  he  an 
executive  officer;  as  such,  he  is  responsible  to  the  chiefexecu 
live,  as  tliat  high  ofHcer  is  in  like  jnaiiner  to  the  people.  Let 
us  for  a  moment  reverse  lliis  question.  Let  us  suppose  that  a 
swwetary  of  the  treasury  should  avow  his  intention,  at  a  cer- 
tain period,  to  fejuove  the  public  deposites  from  the  place 
where  they  have  been  placed — from  the  United  States  bank, 
for  example;  and  4et  us  further  suppose  U\nl  the  president,  then 
filling  the  executive  chair,  should  hold  a  different  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  such  a  removal.  The  president  calls  his  cabi- 
net loijether,  and  he  says  to  the  secretary,  sir,  it  is  my  judg- 
ment that  the  deposites  ouf»ht  not  to  be  removed,  as  you  con 
template.  The  members  of  the  cabinet  say  to  him  the  same 
thing.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  turns  round,  and  says  in 
reply,  Mr.  President,  I  am  independent  of  you;  and,  gentlemen, 
I  am  equally  independent  of  you  also;  the  bank  charter  has 
given  me  the  exclusive  power  of  judging  in  this  case,  and  I 
choose  to  carry  my  own  views  into  execution.  Well,  sir,  the 
president  folds  his  arms  and  answers — well,  Mr.  Secretary,  I 
have  no  power  to  interfere — you  must  do  as  you  please. 

Sir,  what  would  be  the  indignation  of  this  whole  people  at 
such  a  spectacle  (that  is  supposing  the  removal  itself  to  have 
been  improper  and  inexpedient).  What  should  we  have  heard 
from  the  bank,  and  from  its  friends  here.-'  But,  sir,  it  is  a  bad 
rule  that  will  not  work  both  ways.  If  the  secretary  ought  lo 
have  complied  in  that  case,  why  not  in  this?  If  he  has  power 
to  resist  now,  he  would  have  had  then. 

But,  sir,  independently  of  these  views,  the  act  itself,  creating 
the  treasury  department,  expressly  recognizes  in  the  president 
the  constitutional  power  to  remove  tlie  secretary  from  office. 
He  may  remove  without  any  assigned  reason  whatever,  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so.  The  power  to  remove  is  absolute  and  un- 
qualified. And  if  he  may  remove  fronr  office  without  assigning 
any  reason  whatever,  surely  he  may  with  reasons  given.  Gen- 
tlemen may  indeed  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
reasons  assigned:  but  that  the  president  has  the  power  to  re- 
move is  unquestionable.  Nor  does  he  derive  it  from  the  act  of 
congress  creating  this  department,  but  holds  it  from  and  under 
the  constitution  itself.  The  act  recognizes  it  as  a  power  in  him 
already;  it  does  not  confer  on  him  the  power  to  remove,  lest  it 
might  seern  that  he  held  it  by  grant  of  the  legislature.  The 
terms  employed  are  such  as  clearly  recognize  the  power  to  be 
from  the  constitution.  The  act  says,  that,  when  the  secretary 
shall  have  been  removed  by  the  president,  or  shall  be  absent  or 
Indisposed,  another  officer  may,  for  the  time  being,  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

Yet  still  it  is  maintained  that  the  legislature,  jealous  of  unit- 
ing the  money  power  with  other  executive  powers,  wisely  and 
purposely  withheld  it  from  the  president.  The  great  constitu- 
tional question  is  as  to  the  power  of  the  president  to  remove 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  office.  I  can  conceive  of 
none  other.  The  president,  we  have  been  told,  is  a  usurper 
and  a  tyrant;  yet  he  has  done  only  what  his  predecessors  have 
done  before  him,  and  for  which  he  is  responsible  to  the  coun- 
try. Sir,  I  have  made  some  research  as  to  the  opinions  and 
conduct  of  those  who  framed  our  constitution,  and  who  cer- 
tainly understood  well  the  powers  therein  given  to  the  presi- 
dent. During  the  debates  on  the  organization  of  the  executive 
departments  of  the  government,  this  very  question  of  the  power 
to  remove  from  office  came  under  discussion.  The  question 
was,  whether  such  a  power  should  be  exercised  at  all;  if  so, 
whether  by  the  executive  alone,  or  by  the  executive  in  con- 
junction with  the  senate?  One  portion  of  the  members  of  the 
convention  contended,  that  it  ought  to  require  the  same  advice 
and  consent  to  remove  an  officer  that  it  did  to  appoint  one. 
Well  sir,  look  now  at  the  views  given  on  this  subject  at  that 
early  day.  I  refer  the  house  to  Lloyd's  Debates  of  the  conven- 
tion, on  the  form  of  the  executive  department,  and  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Madison: 

"It  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  constitution, 
a  principle  that  pervades  the  whole  system,  that  there  should 
be  ihe  highest  possible  degree  of  responsibility  in  all  the  execu- 
tive officers  thereof;  any  thing,  therefore,  which  tends  to  lesson 
this  responsibility,  is  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  intention;  and 
unless  it  is  saddled  upon  us  expressly  by  the  letter  of  that  work, 
I  shall  oppose  the  admission  of  it  into  any  act  of  tiie  legisla- 
ture. Now,  if  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments  are  sub- 
jected to  removal  by  the  president  alone,  we  have  in  him  secu- 
rity for  the  good  behavior  of  the  officer.  If  he  does  not  con- 
form to  the  judgment  of  the  president  in  doing  the  executive 
duties  of  his  office,  he  can  be  displaced:  this  makes  him  respon- 
sible to  the  great  executive  power,  and  makes  the  president  re- 
Bponsible  to  the  public  for  the  conduct  of  the  person  he  has  no- 
minated and  appointed  to  aid  him  in  the  administration  of  his 
department." 

In  the  same  debate,  I  will  refer  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, who  sa\(\ — "Suppose,  sir,  a  man  becomes  insane  by  the 
visitation  of  God,  and  is  likely  to  ruin  ourafiairs,  are  the  hands 
of  government  to  be  confined  from  warding  off  the  evil?  Sup- 
pose a  person  in  office,  not  possessing  the  talents  he  was  judg- 
ed to  have  at  the  time  of  the  appointment,  is  the  error  not  to  be 
corrected?    Suppose  he  acquires  vicious  habits,  an  incurable 


bode  mischief  to  the  public  welfare,  is  there  no  way  to  arrest 
the  threatened  dang<^r?  Suppose  he  becomes  odious  and  unpo- 
pular by  reason  of  the  measures  which  he  pursues,  and  this  ho 
may  do  without  committing  any  positive  offence  against  the 
law,  must  he  preserve  his  office  in  despite  of  the  public  will? 
Suppose  him  gra;.|)ing  at  his  own  aggrandizement,  and  the  ele- 
vation of  his  connexions,  by  erery  means  short  of  the  treason 
defined  by  the  cosistitutioii,  hurrying  your  affairs  lo  the  preci- 
pice r)f  destruction,  endangering  your  domestic  tranquillity, 
pluiKhirin^  ycm  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  alienating  the  af- 
fections of  your  allies,  and  promoting  the  spirit  nf  discord,  is 
there  no  way  suddenly  to  seize  the  worthless  wretch,  and  hurl 
him  from  the  pinnacle  of  power?  Must  the  tardy,  tedious,  de- 
sultory road,  by  way  of  impeachment,  be  travelled,  to  overtake 
the  man  who,  barely  confining  hinuelf  within  the  letter  of  the 
law,  is  employed  in  drawing  ofi'  the  vital  principle  of  the  go- 
vernment." 

Mr.  Madison  says,  again,  "it  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
constitution  that  the  first  magistrate  should  be  responsible  for 
the  executive  department;  so  far,  therefore,  as  we  do  not  make 
the  officers  who  are  to  aid  him  in  the  duties  of  that  department 
responsible  lo  him,  he  is  not  responsible  to  his  country." 

And  again,  "the  question  now  resolves  itself  into  thia,  is  the 
power  of  displacing,  and  executive  power?  I  conceive  that  if 
any  power  whatsoever  is  in  its  nature  executive,  it  is  the  pow- 
er of  appointing,  overseeing  and  controlling  those  who  execute 
the  laws." 

Thus  you  see,  sir,  that  all  the  inferior  officers  are  so  many 
instruments  in  the  hand  of  the  executive.  If  there  is  any  ques- 
tion as  to  the  power  of  the  executive,  in  overseeing  and  con- 
trolling those  who  execute  the  laws,  here  you  have  Mr.  Madi- 
son^s  views  on  that  subject.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
some  other  passages  from  the  same  debate,  in  relation  to  the 
selfsame  objections  which  have  been  urged  here  and  elsewhere 
to  the  exertion  of  this  power. 
Mr.   Vining  says, 

"I  take  it  that  the  best  principle  is  that  he  who  is  respongibia 
for  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  ought  to  have  the  power  of  re- 
moving him;  by  adhering  to  this  principle  we  shall  be  led  to 
make  a  right  decision  on  the  point  in  debate.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  equally  right  that  the  responsible  person  should  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  those  who  are  to  aid  him.  But  this  case  is  qualifi- 
ed by  an  express  stipulation  in  the  constitution,  and  therefore 
must  be  submitted  to.  Yet  nevertheless,  the  responsibility  is 
kept  up;  the  president  takes  the  lead  in  the  businesis;  he  nomi- 
nates; therefore  he  becomes  answerable  for  the  officer.  But 
whose  officer  is  he?  Not  the  senate's;  for  they  have  no  execu- 
tive business  to  perform.  The  executive  duties  are  all  vested 
in  the  president."  So  I  say,  he  is  not  the  officer  of  congress — 
and  more,  that  congress  could  not  make  him  so,  because  they 
have  no  executive  duties  to  perform.  I  read  from  Fisher  Jlmes: 
"The  superintending  power  possessed  by  the  president  will 
perhaps  enable  him  to  discover  a  base  intention  before  it  is  ripe 
for  execution.  It  may  happen  that  the  treasurer  may  be  dispos- 
ed to  betray  the  public  chest  to  the  enemy,  and  so  injure  the  go- 
vernment beyond  the  possibility  of  reparation;  should  the  presi- 
dent be  restrained  from  removing  so  dangerous  an  officer,  until 
the  slow  formality  of  an  impeachment  was  complied  with, 
when  the  nature  of  the  case  rendered  the  application  of  a  sud- 
den and  decisive  remedy  indispensable?" 

Mr.  Lawrence,  in  his  speech,  says,  "In  the  constitution  the 
heads  of  departments  are  considered  as  the  mere  assistants  of 
the  president,  in  the  performance  of  his  executive  duties.  He 
has  the  superintendence,  the  control  and  the  inspection  of  their 
conduct;  he  has  an  intimate  connection  with  them;  they  must 
receive  from  him  his  orders  and  directions;  they  must  answer 
his  inquiries  in  writing,  when  he  requires  it.  Shall  the  person 
having  these  superior  powers  to  govern,  with  such  advantages 
of  discovering  and  defeating  the  base  intentions  of  his  officers, 
their  delinquencies,  their  defective  abilities,  or  their  negligence, 
be  reistrained  from  applying  these  advantages  to  the  most  useful, 
nay  in  some  some  cases  the  only  useful  purpose  which  can  be 
answered  by  them? 

"It  appears  to  me  that  the  power  can  be  safely  lodged  here. 
But  it  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen,  that  if  it  is  lodged  here 
it  will  be  subject  to  abuse;  that  there  may  be  a  change  of  of- 
ficers, and  a  complete  revolution  throughout  the  whole  execu- 
tive department,  upon  the  election  of  every  new  president.  I 
admit  this  may  be  the  case,  and  contend  that  it  should  be  the 
case  if  the  president  thinks  it  necessary.  I  contend  that  every 
president  ought  to  have  those  men  about  him  in  whom  he  can 
place  the  most  confidence,  provided  the  senate  approve  his 
choice.  But  we  are  not  from  hence  to  infer  that  changes  will 
be  made  in  a  wanton  manner,  and  from  capricious  motives." 

Now,  sir.  on  Ihe  other  side  oQxhe  question — what  was  said  by 
Mr.  Jacksonl  "But  let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  it  is  possible  to 
place  their  officers  in  such  a  situation  as  to  deprive  them  of 
their  independency  and  firmness;  for  I  apprehend  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  stop  with  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs.  Let  it  bo 
remembered  that  the  constitution  gives  the  president  the  com- 
mand of  the  military.  If  you  give  him  complete  power  over  the 
man  with  the  strong  box,  he  will  have  the  liberties  of  America 
under  his  thumb.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  evil  which  may  re- 
sult. If  he  wants  to  establish  an  arbitrary  authority,  and  finds 
the  secretary  of  finance  not  inclined  to  second  his  endeavors, 
he  has  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  remove  him,  and  get  one 
appointed  of  principles  more  congenial  with  hia  own,    Thenj 


ii»doIence,  or  total  neglect  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  for- 1  says  he,  I  have  got  the  army,  lot  me  have  but  the  money,  and  I 
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will  establish  my  throne  upon  the  ruins  of  your  visionary  re- 
public." 

I  call  the  house  to  some  further  views  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  still  stronger  than  these,  and  strictly  analogous  to  the 
course  of  argument  of  tijose  gentlemen  who  deny  any  power  in 
the  president  to  remove  ihe  secretary. 

Mr.  Madison  says— "Vest  this  power  in  the  senate  jointly 
with  the  president,  and  you  abolisli  at  once  that  gr!;at  principle 
of  unity  and  responsibility  in  the  exocuti\e  d<^parimeiit.  which 
was  intended  lor  llie  seenriiy  of  liberty  and  the  public  good.  Ii 
the  president  should  possess  alone  the  power  of  removal  form 
office,  those  who  are  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  law  will 
be  in  their  proper  situation,  and  the  chain  of  dependence  be 
preserved;  the  lowest  officers,  the  middle  grade,  and  the  highest, 
will  depend,  as  they  ought,  on  tiie  president,  and  Ihe  president 
on  the  community.  The  cliain  of  dependence,  therefoie,  ter- 
minates in  the  supreme  body,  namely,  in  the  people;  who  will 
possess  besides,  in  aid  of  their  original  power,  the  decisive  en- 
gine of  impeachment." 

Mr.   Gerry  opposed  these  views: 

"But  what  consequence  may  result  from  giving  the  president 
the  absolute  control  over  all  officers.?  Among  tlie  rest,  I  pre- 
Eume,  he  is  to  have  an  unlimited  control  over  the  officers  of  the 
treasury.  I  think  if  this  is  the  case,  you  may  as  well  give  him 
at  once  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue;  for  of  what  use  is  it  to 
make  laws  on  this  head,  when  the  presi<Ient,  by  looking  at  the 
officer,  can  make  it  his  interest  to  break  them?  We  may  expect 
to  see  institutions  arising  under  the  control  of  the  revenue,  and 
not  of  the  law." 

Can  any  thing  be  more  analogous  to  the  arguments  we  now 
hear.'  But,  sir,  let  me  trespass  so  far  as  to  read  one  more  ex- 
tract, in  which  the  forebodings  of  danger  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed during  the  debate  are  summed  up  by  Mr.  Scott: 

"I  have  listened  to  (he  arguments  in  support  of  this  motion 
these  three  days  with  great  attention,  and  think,  when  taken 
together,  they  consist  in  this,  the  raising  of  a  great  number  of 
frightful  pictures,  which,  at  first  sight,  appear  very  terrible,  but, 
when  they  are  attentively  contemplated,  they  appear  to  be  the 
vagaries  of  a  disordered  imagination.  Let  us  examine  one  or 
two  of  these  frightful  pictures,  merely  as  a  sample  of  the  whole 
set,  and  see  what  they  amount  to.  The  most  frightful  of  all 
that  have  been  brought  into  view  is.  that  the  treasurer  must  be 
the  mere  creature  of  the  president,  and  conform  to  all  his  direc- 
tions, or  he  arbitrarily  removes  him  from  office,  and  lays  his 
hands  violently  upon  the  money  chest;  then,  liaving  the  sword 
and  the  purse,  you  see  the  president  boldly  advancing,  support- 
ed by  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  money  chest  in  the  back 
ground,  engaging  the  liberties  of  the  people;  armed  with  all  this 
omnipotence  of  power,  the  protector  rushes  onward  with  ir- 
resistible impetuosity;  so  sudden  and  fatal  is  the  stroke  that 
the  expiring  genius  of  America  has  hardly  time  faintly  to  say — 
farewell  liberty.  Thus  despotism  rides  triumphant,  and  free 
■dom  and  happiness  are  trampled  in  the  dust.  Strange,  that  all 
this  should  arise  from  the  executive  magistrate's  liaving  the 
power  of  removal.  But  gentlemen  tell  us,  that  if  we  keep  the 
treasurer  out  of  the  power  of  the  president,  be  cannot  injure 
us;  that,  being  thus  independent,  your  strong  box  will  be  well 
guarded,  and  the  president  cannot  get  your  money,  unless  he 
steal  it;  and,  if  he  steals  it,  and  the  treasurer  sees  him,  he  will 
tell;  this  will  lead  to  an  impeachment,  and  we  shall  get  rid  of 
the  cause  of  our  apprehensions.  But  the  constitution  says,  that 
no  money  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  treasury  but  by  appropria- 
tions: this  alone  I  think  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  that  has  been 
said,  and  will  serve  to  soften  down  the  harsh  features  which 
the  terrible  picture  I  have  just  now  mentioned  displayed.  I 
say,  sir,  our  money  may  be  in  the  treasury  by  millions,  and, 
without  special  appropriation  by  the  legislature,  the  president 
«nd  treasurer,  either  or  both  together,  cannot  touch  a  farthing  of 
it,  unless  they  steal  it.  This  being  the  case,  I  see  as  little  se- 
curity to  the  treasufy  in  the  independence  of  this  officer,  as 
danger  arising  from  his  dependence,  without  a  single  exception; 
for  if  the  president,  with  a  strong  army  at  his  back,  comes 
violently  to  lay  liold  of  the  money  chest,  this  officer  stands  but 
a  very  poor  security  against  such  a  power.  I  think  the  presi- 
^ei\i,  supported  with  the  army  and  navy,  making  a  descent 
tipon  your  treasury,  would  be  very  apt  to  carry  away  the  mo- 
ney, and  the  treasurer  too,  if  he  stood  in  his  way." 

Here,  sir, is  summed  up  the  whole  argument  advanced  at  that 
day  against  the  power  which  has  been  exercised  by  the  presi- 
dent on  the  present  occasion. 

"fn  the  constitution,  (said  Mr.  ^mes),  the  president  is  re- 
quired to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed.  He  cannot  do  this 
without  he  has  a  control  over  officers  appointed  to  aid  him 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  Take  this  power  out  of  his 
hands,  and  you  virtually  strip  him  of  his  authority;  you  virtually 
destroy  his  responsibility,  the  gruat  security  which  this  constitu- 
tion holds  out  to  the  people  of  America." 

I  take  it,  sir,  the  only  power  the  president  has  exercised  is 
one  not  only  clearly  conferred  on  him  by  the  constitution  and 
by  the  act  creating  the  treasury  department,  but  one  which  has 
been  exercised  without  objection  from  the  very  foundation  of 
the  government  to  the  present  hour.  The  power  is  exercised 
tinder  his  responsibility  to  the  country,  ft  is  not  to  be  exercis- 
ed capriciously,  though  it  may  be  without  the  assignment  of 
any  reason.  If  it  is  abused,  the  corrective  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  executive  power  returns  every  four  years  to  the  hands, 
of  the  people;  and,  if  that  he  too  long  to  wait,  the  president  can 
be  reached  by  impeachment. 


But  it  is  said  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  bound  to 
make  his  annual  report  to  congress;  and  that,  if  he  shall  re- 
move the  deposites,  he  is  to  assign  liis  reasons^  not  to  the  pre- 
sident, but  to  congress.  And  why  is  this,  it  is  asked,  unless  he 
be  independent  of  the  president.'  Sir,  I  will  not  repeat  what  I 
have  already  said,  but  I  will  say,  that  if  the  act  intended  by 
tliis  provision  to  control  the  president's  power  of  removal,  it  is 
iincoii>tituiionr4l  and  void.  But  why,  then,  must  he  submit  his 
Hiiimal  report  to  congret;s?  I  answer,  1st,  because  congress  is 
the  guardian  of  the  public  purse;  it  passes  the  laws  by  which 
the  levenue  is  collected,  and  by  which  alone  it  is  disbursed: 
and  it  is  peculiarly  proper  that  the  head  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment should  report  to  that  power  which  controls  the  money  of 
the  country.  It  is  a  matter  of  convenience,  and  facilitates  the 
public  business.  But  is  this  inconsistent  with  his  responsibility 
to  the  president.'*  Not  at  all.  Not  in  the  least  degree.  But  he 
is  refjuired  to  give  to  congress  his  reasons  for  removing  the  de- 
posites. Yes,  sir,  and  why.''  The  first  reason  I  have  already 
given;  and  a  second  is,  that  without  this  enactment,  and  prior  to 
it,  congress  had  a  right  to  call  on  him  for  those  reasons.  During 
the  existence  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States,  when  the 
secietary  was  required  by  law  to  place  the  public  moneys  in 
that  bank,  but  placed  them  where  he  thought  most  conducive 
to  the  pulilic  convenience,  congress  had  a  right  to  inquire  his 
reasons  the  moment  he  changed  the  place  of  deposite.  This 
enactment  is  only  a  standing  call  on  him,  instead  of  a  special 
inquiry.  But  why  is  he  to  give  this  account  to  congress.-'  That 
we  may  know  whether  he  has  acted  corruptly  or  no.  That  we 
may  know  what  he  has  done  with  the  public  money,  and 
where  he  has  put  it.  Because,  the  moment  he  has  removed  the 
deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  we  have  the  en- 
tire control  over  the  location  of  them.  He  reports  to  us,  for 
these  reasons.  But  does  this  makes  him  independent  of  the 
executive.'' 

But,  sir,  the  power  exercised  by  the  secretary  seems  to  me  to 
have  been  greatly  misapprehended  in  all  the  discussions  1  have 
yet  heard  on  this  subject.  An  impression  seems  to  prevail  that 
this  is  a  novel  procedure,  without  any  precedent  in  the  history 
of  our  government.  Sir,  I  have  attempted  to  trace  the  history 
of  this  power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  also  of  the 
president's  control  over  the  secretary  in  directing  the  place 
where  the  public  money  shall  be  deposited;  and  what  I  shall 
say  on  it  shall  not  rest  on  mere  assertion.  It  is  an  interesting 
part  of  the  documentary  history  of  our  country,  which  seems  to 
have  lain  in  a  great  degree  hidden  from  the  view  of  most  of  those 
who  have  entered  on  this  subject.  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you 
that  from  the  days  of  Hamilton,  till  now,  as  well  before  as  since 
the  enactment  of  the  bank  charter,  the  power  of  fixing  the  place 
of  the  public  deposites  has  been  claimed  by  all  the  secretaries  of 
the  treasury,  and  never  has  been  considered  either  by  congress, 
by  the  bank  or  by  the  people,  as  any  violation  of  right,  or  trans- 
gression of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  ever  been 
held  necessary  for  that  officer  to  possess  such  a  power,  in  order 
that  he  may  preserve  a  just  equilibrium  in  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  what 
is  the  power  of  the  president  in  this  matter,  and  as  to  what  was 
the  understanding  of  those  who  chartered  the  bank,  as  to  the 
power  of  the  secretary  in  relation  to  it,  and  the  power  of  the 
president  over  him.  I  have  the  books  at  hand,  but,  for  my 
greater  convenience,  I  have  drawn  off  copies  of  those  passages 
to  which  [  wish  to  refer,  and  which  I  will  now  read  to  the  house. 

The  first  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  house,  is  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  January  16,  1817.  The  secretary,  speaking 
in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  the  deposites  from  the  state  to  the 
United  States  bank,  says:  "There  can  be  no  objection  to  the 
board  of  directors  making  propositions  to  the  state  banks,  which 
shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  president."  Again,  "which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  president  for  his  ultimate  decision.'* 
Thus  clearly  admitting  the  supervisory  power  of  the  president 
over  the  subject,  as  understood  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

In  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  of  28th  January,  1817,  to  the  stale 
banks  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.  he  asserts  "the  power  of  the  trea- 
sury department  to  control  its  [the  United  States  bank]  pro- 
ceedings at  any  moment,  by  changing  the  deposites  to  the  state 
banks." 

In  his  letter  of  February  13,  1817,  to  the  Mechanics'  bank  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Crawford  says:  "The  right  to  withdraw  the  de- 
posites, with  a  vietu  to  equalize  the  bevcjits  resulling  from  them 
among  the  bankins;  community,  as  the  situatio7i  of  the  several  banks 
mioht  require,  xvas  expressly  reserved. ''  Again,  (page  18),  "in- 
structed by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  I  have  instructed 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  draw  upon  the  banks  of 
New  York  with  which  the  public  money  is  deposited,  and  ge- 
nerally through  the  United  States,  hi  favor  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  amount  of  the  public  money  deposited  in 
those  banks."  And  in  the  postscript  to  that  letter  he  says: 
"The  secretary  of  Ihe  treasury  will  always  he  disposed  to  sup- 
port the  credit  of  the  state  banks,  and  will  invariably  direct 
transfers  from  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  in  aid  of  their 
legitimate  exertions  to  maintain  their  credit.  But  as  the  propo- 
sition of  Ihe  bank  of  the  United  States  exQJudes  the  idea  of  pres- 
sure on  its  part,  no  measure  of  that  nature  appears  to  be  neces- 
sary at  this  time." 

In  his  letter  of  17th  March,  1817,  he  statei!,that,"by  the  char- 
ter the  public  money  deposited  in  places  where  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  or  it«  branches  are  established,  muft  be  deposited 
in  them,  except  when  there  are  urgent  reasons  to  tlie  coutrary. 
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!n  places  where  there  Is  no  bank  of  the  United  States,  there  is 
no  ubtigalion  to  deposile  the  public  money  in  them,  or  to  trans- 
fer it  to  them  when  deposited."  LelHTs  of  tlie  same  import, 
written  between  the  years  1817  and  1824,  mi;,'ht  be  quoted,  but 
it  is  unnecessary.  1  will  just  call  the  aitetitnui  oi  tliu  house  to 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Crawlbid,  of  December  10,  1817,  "communi- 
cating to  congress  his  reasons  for  not  transferring  the  public  mo- 
neys deposited  in  ccituin  state  and  other  locnl  banlcs,  to  the  hank 
of  the  United  States."  (See  Ex.  Doc.  lstsef;sion,  1.5ili  consress, 
Doc.  No.  9,  in  vol.  1).  Mr.  C.  states  that  previoas  to  Isi  Janu 
ary,  1817,  "a  proposition  had  been  submitted  by  this  department 
to  the  state  and  other  local  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
them  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  20lh  of  February  fol- 
lowing. As  the  public  money  deposited  in  them  was  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  proposition,  it  xvas  deemed,  inexpedient  to 
transfer  those  balances  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  uiitil  the 
result  of  the  proposition  was  known. '^ 

Again:  "In  order  to  induce  the  banks  in  this  district  to  resume 
epecie  payments  simultaneously  witii  the  banks  already  enume- 
rated, (those  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Richmond),  it  he- 
came  necessary  for  the  treasury  department  to  s,ive  them  assur- 
ances of  support  during  the  first  months  succeeding  such  resump- 
tion." 

"In  consequence  of  this  assurance,  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  deposites  in  the  banks  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  were 
permitted  to  remain  until  the  1st  day  of  July  last.  On  the  \bth 
day  of  March,  of  the  same  year,  a  deposite  of  $15,000  was  made 
in  the  Farmers^  Sf  Mechanics'  hank  of  Georgetown,  which  had 

NOT  PREVIOUSLY  BEEN  ONE  OF  THE  DEPOSITORIES  OF  THE  PUB- 
LIC MONEY,  which  sum  was  transferred  to  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  the  tune  that  the  deposites,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously made  in  the  banks  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 
were  transferred." 

Again:  "Upon  the  representations  of  the  State  bank,  (at 
Boston),  a  considerable  sum  of  the  public  deposite  was  assign 
ed  for  the  discharge  of  the  treasury  notes  which  had  been  made 
payable  at  that  place." 

Again:  "A  considerable  sum  was  left  with  the  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, upon  the  ground  that  a  removal  of  it  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  be  inconvenient  to  the  holders.  It 
was,  therefore,  determined  to  continue  to  employ  that  bank  as  the 
agent  of  the  treasury,  for  discharging  the  outstanding  treasury 
notes  demandable  at  Philadelphia." 

By  a  regulation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  bills  of 
state  banks  were  refused,  except  those  of  banks  "established  in 
places  where  they  were  respectively  tendered  in  payment." 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  collectors  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  made  tluir  deposites  in  the  Me- 
tropolis bank  of  this  city:  and  "the  sums  so  paid  remain  still 
principally  with  the  bank."  The  same  thing  occurred  with  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

Again:  "In  declining  to  transfer  the  balances  which  remained 
in  the  banks  of  this  district,  at  the  time  the  office  in  this  city 
commenced  business,  and  in  the  cases  stated  to  have  occurred 
in  Philadelphia  and  Boston,  I  was  influenced  by  a  consideration 
of  the  pressure  felt  by  the  state  and  local  banks,  during  several 
months  subsequent  to  the  redemption  of  specie  payments,  and  of 
the  services  rendered  to  the  government  by  those  banks  during  the 
period  that  they  were  used  as  places  of  public  deposite  by  the  trea- 
sury. An  immediate  transfer  of  the  public  money  deposited  in 
Ihem  would  probably  have  produced  a  pressure  upon  the  debt- 
ors of  those  banks,  which  nuglit  have  inflicted  upon  them  evils 
greatly  beyond  the  benefit  wliich  would  have  resulted  from  the 
measure  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States." 

These  reasons  were  communicated  to  congress,  and  the 
whole  congress  acquiesced  in  their  propriety.  The  bank  did 
not  then  allege  that  its  rights  were  interfered  with.  The  bajik 
had  not  then  set  itself  up  in  an  antagonist  attitude  against  the 
government.  When  these  reasons  were  assigned,  there  was  no 
one,  in  all  the  country,  who  doubted  that  they  were  satisfactory 
and  sufficient.     What  did  these  reas^ons  establish.^ 

1st.  That  it  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  retaining  the  public  mo- 
ney from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  making  the  deposite 
in  state  banks,  that  it  is  done  to  enable  the  latter  to  resume 
specie  payments. 

2d.  That  the  treasury  may  give  support,  (by  a  deposite  of 
public  money),  to  the  state  hanks,  to  enable  them  to  pay  specie. 

3d.  Thatdeposites  of  public  money  maybe  made  in  the  banks 
which  have  not  been  betbre  public  depositories,  to  enable  them 
to  sustain  their  credit,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deposite  in  the  bank 
of  Georgetown. 

4th.  The  state  banks  (as  in  the  cases  at  Boston  and  Phila- 
delphia) may  he  employed  as  agents  of  the  treasury,  when  the 
public  convenience  requires  it. 

5th.  That  the  deposites  may  be  made  in  state  banks  to  relieve 
any  pressure  upon  these  banks,  or  in  consideration  of  services 
previously  rendered  by  them:  and 

6th.  To  prevent  a  pressure  by  the  state  banks  upon  their 
debtors. 

Further  than  this;  seven  years  after  the  bank  was  chartered, 
and  had  been  in  full  operation,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was 
called  on  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States  to  say  if  he  had 
made  any  loans  to  any  of  the  state  banks,  or  if  he  had  made  any 
of  the  public  deposites  in  those  institutions.  In  the  year  1823, 
Mr.  Crawford  answered  this  call,  and  gave  the  information 
which  was  required  of  him.  It  would  not  do  for  gentlemen  to 
say  that  this  was  when  the  bank  went  first  into  operation,  and 
tt»at  thes«  ought  to  be  regard«d  rather  as  reasons  for  withhold- 


ing, than  for  withdrawing  the  deposites.  This  call  was  made 
seven  years  after  the  bank  went  into  operation.  He  would  read 
an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Cratt^ord,  communicated  in  re- 
ply to  that  call: 

"It  is  the  peculiar  province,  and  it  has  been  the  practice,  of 
the  department  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  direct 
the  moneyed  operations  of  the  public,  to  the  preservation  of 
credit,  by  maintaining  the  equilibrium  between  the  moneyed 
institutions  of  the  country."     Again — 

"From  my  personal  intercourse  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  I  know  he 
entertained  the  same  sentiments  contained  in  this  letter,  and,  I 
presume,  they  have  been  entertained  by  all  of  his  predecessors 
and  successors  in  office,  and  acted  upon  whenever  cases  occur- 
red which  rendered  it  necessary."    Again — page  8, 

"In  thai  report,"  (Dec.  10,  1817),  "it  is  slated  that  a  deposite 
of  v'j^7.5,U00  had  been  made  in  the  Farmers' and  Mechanics'  bank 
ot  Georgetown,  to  sustain  it  in  its  operations,  immediately  after 
assuming  specie  payments.  The  principle  and  practice  of  the 
treasury  in  sustuining  the  credit  of  hanks,  disposed  to  act  coirectly 
was,  in  this  communiaii ion,  frankly  disclosed  to  congress,  v:hen 

NOT  THE  SLIGHTEST  SYMPTOM  OF  DISSATISFACTION  WAS  MA- 
NIFESTED, OR  THE  RIGHT  OR  PROPRIETY  OF  THE  PRACTICE 
CALLED    DIRECTLY    OR    INDIRECTLY    IN    QUESTION   " 

So  that  Mr.  Cravvlord  inl'ornied  congress  that  he  had  in  1817 
made  his  deposites  in  the  local  banks,  and  that  the  act  bad  not 
then  been  called  in  question. 

Many  other  instances  could  be  enumerated  when  the  public 
deposites  were  transferred.  They  had  been  placed  in  the  bank 
of  Columbia,  in  Georgetown,  in  1824,  and  in  the  bank  of  the 
Metropolis^;  and  also,  in  the  Mechanics'  bank,  in  Alexandria. 
It  was  stated  in  this  report,  that  they  were  placed  in  the  Me- 
chanics' bunk,  in  Alexandria.  When  a  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors of  that  bank  called  on  Mr.  Crawford,  and  informed  him 
that  the  institution  was  in  danger  of  failing,  unless  it  could  re- 
ceive some  aid  from  the  government,  they  were  requested  to 
call  on  the  next  day,  as  it  was  necessary  that  the  secretary 
should  consult  the  president,  and  receive  his  order  on  the  sub- 
ject. On  opening  the  subject  to  the  president,  the  chief  magis- 
trate concurred  in  the  propriety  of  granting  such  assistance  to 
the  bank  as  would  relieve  the  institution  from  the  pressure 
which  placed  it  in  a  siiualion  of  peril. 

But  this  assertion  of  power,  and  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
by  Mr.  Crawford,  was  not  suffered  to  pass  unobserved.  It  was 
not  passed  silently  over  by  congress.  The  house  must  remem- 
ber the  celebrated  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  making  a  num 
her  of  ch.irges  against  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and,  amongst 
others,  that  he  had  permitted  money  to  be  depositeJ  in  the  local 
banks,  and  to  remain  there,  in  states,  where  the  United  States 
bank  had  their  offices  of  discount  and  deposite.  The  gentleman 
who  superintended  the  treasury  was  then  before  the  country,  a 
candidate  for  the  highest  office  in  its  gift.  When  the  letter  con- 
taining these  charges  was  submitted  to  the  house,  it  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  of  which  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  chairman.  Evidence  was  in  that  committee  ta- 
ken, and  the  cashiers  from  distant  banks,  as  well  as  from  those 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  examined.  All  this  testimo- 
ny established  the  fact,  that,  in  making  these  deposites,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  had  acted  openly  and  undisguisedly. — 
All  this  evidence  was  collected  and  embodied  into  a  report;  and 
the  committee  reported  by  the  hands  of  their  chairman,  Mr. 
Floyd,  now  governor  of  Virginia.  And  what  did  he  say,  and 
what  did  that  committee  sayi* 

"l^he  committee  does  not  perceive  any  thing  in  the  principle 
of  these  arrangements  with  the  banks,  either  in  violation  oflaWf 
or  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  government,  since  the  treasury 
has,  for  many  years,  had  agreements  with  more  or  less  of  the 
banks,  by  which  the  [tublic  moneys  were  depo^ited  in  such 
banks,  and  drawn  from  them  when  wanted;  certain  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  the  mode  of  drawing  being  stipulated,  such  as 
were  thought  beneficial  both  to  the  treasury  and  the  banks.  In- 
deed, it  may  be  proper  to  observe  here,  that  it  seems  to  have 
been  assumed,  by  different  officers  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  its  operations,  to  the 
support  of  different  moneyed  institutions,  whenever  their  af- 
fairs required  support,  so  as  to  defeat  combinations  against 
them,  and  preserve  an  equilibrium  of  credit  among  them.'* 
Again — 

"Among  the  banks  with  which  these  negotiations  were  made, 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  called  particularly  to  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinnati,  the  bank  of  Chi- 
licothe,and  the  branch  of  the  slate  bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Lou- 
isville, as  forming  the  subject  of  a  charge  that  does  not  apply  to 
the  others.  In  the  several  places  where  these  banks  were  situ- 
ated, the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  offices  of  discount  and 
deposite,  and  the  law  incorporating  that  institution,  as  has  been 
before  observed,  creates  an  obligation  on  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  use  them  as  places  of  d<posjte  in  preference 
to  any  other  banks,  unless  the  secretary  shall,  for  special  rea- 
sons, otherwise  direct,  and  in  that  case  such  reasons  shall  be 
laid  before  congress,  at  its  then  or  next  session.  The  charge 
is,  that  no  coinmnnication  was  made  to  congress.  This  omis- 
sion is  acknowledged  by  the  secretary,  who  says  it  tvas  owing 
to  inadvertence,  and  that  the  inattention  to  the  provision  of  the 
law  was  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provision  was  intended 
obviously  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  and  the  bank  had  full  no- 
tice. The  notoriety  of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  to  show  that 
no  improper  conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it,  produced  the  omie- 
sioB. 
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"The  committee  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  the  statement,  or  to 
attribute  any  improper  motive  to  the  secretary  in  this  inatten- 
tion to  the  directions  of  the  act." 

There  is  much  utility  in  recurring  back  to  these  reminiscen- 
ces, and  seeing  wiiat  others  thought,  said  Mr.  P.  It  was  then 
thought  by  governor  Floyd  and  the  committee  of  the  house,  that 
the  deposiie  of  the  public  money  in  the  local  banks  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  was  an  act  which  was  done  without  disguise  or  con- 
cealment, and  for  which  no  censure  was  applieahlo  to  him.  Yet 
now,  when  a  similar  act  was  performed,  the  president  had  been 
denounced  as  a  tyrant  and  an  usurper,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  stigmatized  as  his  pliant  instrument  in  an  act  of  tyran- 
ny and  despotism.  Yet  the  same  power  had  been  asserted  and 
exercised  by  Mr.  Crawford,  and  had  then  received  the  sanction 
of  the  house  and  of  the  nation,  congress  and  all.  No  man  was 
to  be  found  who  endeavored  to  gainsay  what  the  secretary  had 
reported.  The  friends  of  the  other  gentleman,  who  was  at  that 
time  a  candidate  also  for  the  chief  magistracy,  would  not  de- 
scend to  take  the  course  which  was  now  pursued  in  reference 
to  the  same  question. 

This  power,  then,  had  been  maintained  and  exercised  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  no  man  was  then  to  be  found  to  raise  his  voice 
against  it.  But  since  that  period,  the  power  had  also  been 
claimed  by  a  subsequfint  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Ingham, 
in  his  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  bank,  in  1829, 
claimed  a  similar  power,  and  the  claim  was  received  by  the 
bank  in  silence,  and  remained  uncontroverted.  This  opinion 
of  Mr.  Ingham  ratified  and  confirmed  that  which  had  been  pre- 
viously asserted  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

In  Mr.  Ingham's  letter  of  October  5,  1829,  it  is  said: 

"I  take  the  occasion  to  say,  if  it  should  ev<;r  appear  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  tlie  bank  used  its 
jjecuniary  power  for  purposes  of  injustice  and  oppression,  lie 
would  be  faithless  to  his  trust,  if  he  hesitated  to  lessen  its  capa- 
city for  such  injury,  by  withdrawing  from  its  vaulls  the  public 
deposites.  That  such  a  power  exists  is  not  more  certain,  than 
that  it  may  be  exerted  for  such  a  purpose;  and  the  only  qualifi- 
cation of  it,  viz:  the  reasons  for  its  exercise  shall  be  reported  to 
congress,  necessarily  implies  the  right  and  the  duty  to  admonish 
against,  or  inquire  into  ti-ie  acts  that  might  lead  to  such  a  con- 
sequence." 

Again — "before  he  can  be  tempted  to  exercise  the  authority 
with  which  congress  have  invested  him,  to  withdraw  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  he  will  do  as  he  has  done,  submit  directly  to  your 
board,  whatever  imputation  may  be  made,  and  resppclfully,  re- 
solutely and  confidently  ask,  nay,  demand  the  fullest  examina- 
tion; and  he  trusts  that  he  may  not  be  misconceived,  when  he 
adds,  that  nothing  could,  in  his  opinion,  more  imperatively 
exact  this  energetic  movement,  than  a  well  founded  conviction 
of  the  bank's  being,  as  was  said  of  its  predecessor,  an  engine  of 
a  f>oliiical  party." 

In  this  Iflitter,  too,  Mr.  Secretary  Ingham  recognizes  the  su- 
perintending control  and  authority  ofthe  chief  executive  n»agis- 
trate.  He  says,  "the  executive  is  constitutionally  bound  to  see 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect;  [  need  not  add,  in 
their  spirit  or  according  to  their  letter;  upon  general  principles 
he  cannot  silently  permit  them  to  be  made  a  screen  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  bad  passions,  nor  an  instrument  of  any  sort  of  op- 
pression, without  risking  the  reproach  of  a  want  either  of  vigor 
or  virtue." 

Yes  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.)  an  engine  of  a  political  party!  And  be- 
fore I  have  done  I  shall  say  something  ofthe  political  character 
of  this  purest  of  all  institutions, 

It  must  be  apparent,  then,  if  he  had  made  himself  understood, 
that  in  removing  the  .secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  president  had 
exercised  only  an  ordinary  and  usual  power  of  the  government. 
He  had  removed  a  secretary.  But,  according  to  the  argument 
ofthe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Duaiie  was,  in  fact, 
still  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  If  he  had  been  uncon-ititu- 
tionally  removed,  the  removal  could  be  of  no  effect,  and  Mr. 
Duane  was  still  the  secretary,  and  Mr.  Taney  was  nothing. 

But  the  president  had  exercised  only  one  of  his  ordinary  and 
clearest  powers.  He  had  reujoved  a  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
because  he  would  not  execute  his  official  functions  as  he  was 
bound  to  do,  and  the  president  had  a  rixht,  and  was  ui>der  an 
obligation,  to  remove  him.  But  what  said  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.'  That  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury  removed  the 
deposites.'  No,  that  this  tyrant  did  it.  What.'  Roger  B.  Taney 
remove  the  depositos.'  No,  no,  it  was  the  president  that  re- 
moved them;  and  R.  B.  Taney  had  no  more  to  do  with  it,  no 
more  hand  in  the  removal,  tlian  the  pen  with  which  he  signed 
the  order. 

Fortunately  for  himself,  and  for  the  country,  the  character  of 
the  secretary  was  such  as  to  require  no  eulogy  there  to  estab- 
lish his  moral  standing,  and  to  shew  that  he  was  not  a  man  to 
lend  himself  to  be  a  mi-rc  tool  and  an  instrument  to  any  pr)wer. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  assert,  and  he  made  the  assertion  on  autho- 
rity, that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Taney  had  been  given,  in  writing, 
while  he  was  attorney  general,  so  long  ago  as  March,  advising 
that  the  public  deposites  should  then  be  removed.  When  he 
came  into  the  treasury  department,  he  continued  to  be  ofthe 
same  opinion,  which  he  had  before  hone^iUy  given.  When  Mr. 
Duane,  therefore,  was  dismissed,  and  Mr.  Taney  was  appointed 
to  be  his  successor,  this  was  a  qupstir)n  in  whi^^h  his  nrind  had 
been  previously  made  up.  He  could  not  then  be  justly  desig- 
nated, nn  he  had  iHen  designated,  the  miweriihle  instrument  of 
tyranny,  and  crawling  in  hia  own  slime  at  the  ftwtslool  of  pow- 


er. [Mr.  McDuffie  here  disavowed  the  application  of  such  epi- 
thets to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.]  He  was  happy  to  hear 
that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  did  not  apply  this  lan- 
guage to  the  secretary.  Some  one  h;fd  used  these  epithets. 
The  secretary  bad  deliberately  consi^l^ered  the  subject,  and  was 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  iiistruXient  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
poses ofthe  executive,  but  as  consummating  a  measure  which 
he  had  himself  weisjiied  and  advised. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  contract  entered  into  by  the  govern- 
ment with  the  United  States  bank,  was  violated  by  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  The  general  tenor  of  the  argument  on  the 
other  side  was,  that  the  contract  had  been  violated  because  the 
president  had  committed  the  act,  and  not  the  secretary.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  secretary  had  removed  tlie  deposites,  acting 
in  perfect  unison  with  the  sentiments  of  the  president.  How 
had  the  contract  been  violated.'  It  was  a  part  of  the  contract 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  might  remove  the  deposites 
whenever  he  pleased.  That  was  a  part  of  the  contract,  ft  was 
expressly  stated  in  the  contract  that  the  secretary  should  have 
the  right  to  remove  the  deposites. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  cotitract,  to  which  the  house 
might  refer.  By  the  14th  section  of  tlie  act  of  charter,  it  was 
agreed  on  the  part  ofthe  government  that  the  notes  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States  bank,  should  be  received  in  payment  ofthe  revenue. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  stipulated  to 
transfer  public  moneys  from  point  to  point.  The  government 
thus  agreed  to  receive  the  notes  ofthe  bank  in  payment  of  the 
public  revenue.  Suppose  that  congress  pass  a  law,  prohibiting 
the  receipt  of  these  notes.  Did  any  one  doubt  that  congress  had 
a  right  to  do  this  without  consulting  the  bank,  if,  in  their  opi- 
nion, the  public  interests  required  the  prohibition.  Yet  this 
was  as  much  a  contract,  as  any  other  provision  in  the  charter. 
He  would  request  the  attention  ofthe  house,  before  he  came  to 
on  examination  ofthe  reasons  of  the  secretary,  while  he  put  out 
ofthe  way  a  charge  which  had  been  made  against  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  a  celebrated  paper  which  had  been  put  in 
circulation  by  the  United  States  bank,  and  which  he  wotild  not 
have  noticed,  had  not  something  like  it  bt^en  staled  by  tlie  gen- 
tlenian  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Polk  here  read  an  extract  from  the  bank  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

"It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  career  of  inotfensive  usefulness, 
when,  soon  after  the  accession  of  power  of  the  present  execu- 
tive, the  purpose  was  distinctly  revealed  that  other  duties  than 
those  to  the  country  were  required,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  bank,  in  administeriiig  its  afl^airs,  to  consult  the  political 
views  of  those  who  had  now;  obtained  the  ascendancy  in  the 
executive." 

Now,  said  Mr.  P.  I  pronounce  all  this  to  be  false,  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  proof.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  produced.  Shortly  after  the 
present  executive  came  into  power,  commenced  this  war  of  per- 
secution, which  is  s.aid  to  have  recoiled  so  strongly  on  the  go- 
vernment. In  his  first  message  to  congress,  the  president  had 
committed  the  heinous  sin  of  informing  that  body  that  the  con- 
stitutionality ofthe  bank  was  questioned  by  himself,  as  well  as 
by  a  large  portion  of  the  people.  Was  this  a  new  view,  one 
which  the  president  had  hastily  and  suddenly  formed,  as  was 
insinuated  by  the  bank  manifesto.'  It  was  very  well  known  that 
the  opinion  ofthe  president,  adverse  to  the  United  States  bank 
was  not  of  recent  origin.  When  the  judgment  of  the  supreme 
court,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  McCulloch  vs.  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland was  pronounced,  he  entertained  the  same  opinion.  At 
the  hermitage,  before  he  prepared  his  inaugural  address,  he  had 
communicated  his  opinion — a  fact  which  was  susceptible  of 
proof.  But  it  was  thought  best  not  to  make  a  pttblic  communi- 
cation of  this  opinion,  until  he  should  send  his  first  message  to 
congress.  On  this  account  it  was  not  introduced  into  his  inau- 
gural address.  The  president,  therefore,  had  acted  throughout 
with  perfect  consistency;  yet  it  had  been  charged  against  him 
that  he  had  endeavored  to  negotiate  with  the  bank, and  becanse 
he  could  not  buy,  determined  to  break  it. 

This  was  the  charge  which  had  been  distinctly  made  against 
him  in  the  public  gazettes.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  had  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  president  and 
directors  ofthe  branch  ofthe  United  States  bank  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  object  of  which  was  to  make  terms  with  the  bank.  It 
was  not  ordinarily  required  to  give  proof  of  a  iiegative,  but  from 
the  correspondence  itself  between  the  president  of  this  branch 
and  the  government,  the  contrary  could  be  established.  The 
secretary  of  the  treasury  had  enclosed  to  the  president  of  the 
bank  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodbury,  parts  of  which  had  been  torn 
from  their  context,  and  made  the  ground  of  accusation.  He 
read  to  the  house  the  following  extract  frotn  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  to  which  he  had  referred: 

"The  objections  to  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Mason  m  offjee, 
are  two  fold — first,  the  want  of  conciliatory  manners,  and  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  our  bitsiness  men,  and,  secondly,  the 
fluctuating  policy  pursued,  in  relation  to  both  loans  and  collec- 
tions at  the  bank,  together  with  the  partiality  and  harshness  tha:t 
accompany  them." 

In  his  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  bank,  the 
secretaiy  of  the  treasury  had  deem»d  it  prudent  to  use  ll>e  fol- 
lowing language: 

"Allow  me  therefore,  to  assure  you,  that  those  charged  with 
the  administration  ofthe  governnient,  relying  for  support  only 
on  the  intelligence  which  shall  discern  and  justly  appreciate 
tb«  character  of  their  acts,  disclaim  all  df^hr:  to  derive  politiical 
aid  through  (he  operations  ofthe  bank.  And  though  under  other 
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circumstances  than  those  which  exist  at  present,  such  an  avow- 
al would  be  unnecessary,  I  find  myself  called  upon  explicitly 
to  state  that  they  would  learn  with  not  less  regret,  than  that 
which  h.i3  prompted  this  coniinunication;  that  any  supposed  po 
lilical  relaiioneliip,  either  favorable  or  adverse  towards  them, 
had  operated  with  the  bank  or  any  of  its  branches,  either  in 
granting  or  withholding  pecuniary  facilities,  which,  apart  from 
that  consideration,  would  have  been  ditiVrenlly  dispensed." 

Mr.  Riddle,  in  his  reply  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated 
July  18th,  1829,  says— 
"if  our  own  good  judgment  has  indicated  the  true  theory  of  ad* 
ministering  the  bank,  which  is,  as  you  justly  state,  'that  the  ba- 
sis of  credit  are  to  be  found  in  integrity,  industry,  econo:ny, 
skill  and  capital,  and  that  unity  of  action,  vvliich  may  be  neces- 
sary to  give  efficiency  to,  and  harmony  in,  the  operations  of  a 
bank,  is  essentially  secured  by  regarding  these  considerations 
alone  as  constituting  the  proper  claim  to  the  benefits  of  its  cre- 
dit;' and  that  moneyed  institutions  should  not  disturb  the  rela- 
tions of  property, 'by  exerting  their  power  in  subservience  to 
the  passions  or  prejudices  of  local  or  party  strife;'  and  you  add 
the  very  satisfactory  assurance,  that  those  who  are  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  governmrnt,  'disclaim  all  desire 
to  derive  political  aid  through  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and 
would  learn  with  regret,  that  any  supposed  political  relation- 
ship either  favorable  or  adverse  to  them,  had  operated  with  the 
bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  either  in  granting  or  withholding 
any  pecuniary  facilities,  which,  apart  from  that  consideration, 
would  have  been  differently  dispensed.' 

"These  clear  and  sound  principles  contain  the  whole  ele- 
ments of  the  system  of  the  bank,  and  its  true  relation  to  the  go- 
vernment." 

In  the  subsequent  correspondence,  Mr.  Ingham  indignantly 


gited,  and  look  back  the  offensive  expressions 

The  language  of  the  secretary  was  as  follows: 

"Further  reflection  will  enable  you  to  perceive  that  you  have 
gratuitously  attributed  to  me,  and,  through  me,  to  the  adminis- 
tration, certain  acts,  without  knowing  whether  we  sanctioned 
them  or  not;  and  that  you  have  unintentionally  distorted,  by 
partial  quotation,  the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  expres- 
giotis  in  my  former  letter." 

And  the  reply  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  dated  October  9, 
1829,  was  as  follows: 

"I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving,  and  have  this  day 
subroitted  to  the  board  of  directors,  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst. 
They  have  instructed  me  to  say  in  reply,  that,  observing,  as 
they  do  with  great  pleasure,  that  the  views  which  they  thought 
disclosed  in  your  previous  correspondence,  are  disclaimed,  the 
whole  object  of  the  board,  in  renewing  it,  is  accomplished;  and 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  consider  the  remarks  bearing  on 
the  presumed  assertion  of  those  views  as  no  longer  applicable." 

Yes,  (said  Mr.  P.)  "as  no  longer  applicable."  Yet  this  stale 
charge  was  now  trumped  up  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  their  manifesto,  and  thrust  before  congress.  He  should  have 
frequent  occasion,  before  he  concluded,  to  refer  to  this  charge. 

He  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  got  through  what  he 
had  to  say  at  this  time;  but  before  he  yielded  the  floor,  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  the  nation  to  sustain,  from  tjie  records  of  the 
bank  and  the  treasury,  the  truth  of  every  word  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He  would  show  that 
the  secretary  had  been  guilty  of  no  falsehood,  of  no  suppres- 
sion. This  he  would  undertake  to  show,  in  the  progress  of  his 
argument.  He  would  prove  it  from  the  documents  furnished  by 
the  bank  itself,  and  if  these  were  false,  then  the  bank  had  de- 
ceived the  treasury.  All  who  were  acquainted  with  the  secre- 
tary, well  know  that  he  was  incapable  of  deception;  and  it  was 
with  great  pain  Jhat  he  had  heard  a  charge  made  against  him,  of 
intentional  misrepresentation.  He  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
who  had  made  the  accusation  would  be  ready  to  withdraw  it. 

Here  Mr.  Polk  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  house  then  adjourned. 

MR.  McDUFFIE'S   SPEECH. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES   DEC.  19. 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
to  refer  the  secretary  of  the  treasury's  report  on  the  depositee 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  and  the  question  being 
upon  the  njotion  of  Mr.  McDuffie  to  add  to  the  motion  for  refe- 
rence the  following  instruction  to  the  said  committee: 

"With  instructions  to  report  a  joint  resolution,  providing 
that  the  public  revenue  hereafter  collected  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  public 
faith,  pledged  by  the  charter  of  the  said  bank." 

Mr.  McDuffie  rose  to  address  the  house  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion. He  began  by  saying  that,  although  he  believed  that  tne 
bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  entitled  to  indemnification 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  heretofore,  and  that  that  ques- 
tion was  therefore  of  less  consequence  so  far  as  the  bank  or  its 
stockholders  were  concerned,  he  was  yet  unwilling  to  subject 
the  community  to  the  distressing  embarrassments  which  would 
certainly  result  from  the  continual  diversion  of  the  public  mo- 
neys from  their  lawful  custody;  and  therefore  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  bring  forward  this  proposition.  I  believe  (said  Mr.  McD.) 
that  we  are  under  the  most  solemn  obliffalions,  to  order  that 
the  public  revenue  shall  be  hereafter  deposited,  according  to 
the  stipulatiOH  of  the  bank  charter,  in  tile  bank  of  the  United 


States;  I  believe  that  we  are  urged  to  this  course  by  every  con- 
sideration oQustice;  by  a  regard  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  na- 
tion; and  by  every  argument  of  public  expediency. 

Mr.  McD.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  urged  this  measure  upon  the  house.  The  deposites  of  the 
public  money  (said  he)  placed  by  direction  of  the  law  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  have  been  removed  from  that  place 
of  depositp,  as  I  maintain,  unlawfully.  We  were  told  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  with  very  great  solemnity,  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  had  deemed  it  expedient  to  remove  the  depr)>ites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  (the  president)  had 
acquiesced  in  the  measure.  Now  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  charge 
the  president  of  the  United  States  with  representing  what  is 
not  the  fact  according  to  his  view  of  if;  but  I  undertake  to  say, 
speaking  in  technical  lrtngn;me,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry did  not  remove  the  deposites,  but  that  the  removal  of  them 
was  made  by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  is 
the  great  legal  and  con'lilutional  question  which  we  have  to 
determine:  IVho  is  it  that  lias  removed  these  deposites  from 
where  the  law  placed  them.''  1  affirm,  that,  to  all  practical  intents 
and  purposes,  they  have  been  removed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  shall  now  attempt  to  satisfy  the  house, 
that  such  is  the  fact. 

I  presume  (said  Mr.  McD.)  that,  on  this  subject  at  least,  gren- 
tlemen  of  all  parties  of  the  house  will  be  disjmsed  to  take  the 
word  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  fact  of  his 
having  given  the  order  for  the  removal  of  these  deposites.  For- 
tunately, the  reasons  upon  which  that  measure  was  adopted 
are  not  left  to  conjecture,  but  have  been  sent  forth  to  the  pub- 
lic in  the  form  of  a  printed  manifesto;  nnA,  from  occurrences 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature, 
we  are  now  authorised  to  consider  that  manifesto  as  a  public 
document  containing  the  official  reasons  on  which  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ordered  the  deposites  to  be  removed. 
From  that  document,  then,  Mr.  McD.  said  he  should  proceed 
to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  a  faw  sentences 
which,  he  thoujrht,  taken  together,  would  be  perfectly  conclu- 
sive on  this  point. 

After  giving  the  various  reasons  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
president,  rendered  it  expedient  thai  the  deposites  should  he  re- 
moved from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  (said  Mr.  Mcl^.)  proceeds  in  this  do- 
cument, thus:  "From  all  these  considerations,  the  president 
thinks  that  the  state  banks  ought  immediately  to  be  employ 
ed  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  funds  now  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  drawn 
out  with  all  convenient  despatch."  Then  again,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  document,  we  find  that  "the  president  again 
repeats,  that  he  begs  his  cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed 
measure  as  his  own,  in  the  support  of  which  he  shall  require 
no  one  of  them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  principle.  Its 
responsibility  ha's  been  assumed,  after  the  most  mature  delibe- 
ration and  reflection,  as  necessary  to  preserve  the  morals  of  the 
people,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise,"  &c.  Further — "under  these  convictions,  he  feels 
that  a  measure  so  important  to  the  American  people  cannot  be 
commenced  too  soon;  and  he  therefore  names  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  as  a  period  proper  for  the  change  of  the  deposites, 
or  sooner,  provided  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  state 
banks  can  be  made."  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  McD.  I  leave  it  to  any 
man  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  force  of  language,  whe- 
ther any  thing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  the  president  has  aa- 
suined  the  responsibility  of  directing  and  ordering  the  public 
deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
and  that,  while  he  recognizes  the  right  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  over  the  subject,  he  has  usurped  the  right,  and  exer- 
cised it  himself.  The  president  begs  his  cabinet  to  consider  the 
measure  as  his  own:  he  takes  the  responsibility  upon  himself: 
he  decides  the  question:  and  yet,  I  beg  the  house  to  attend  for 
a  single  moment  to  the  extraordinary  declarations  and  admis- 
sions of  this  same  document  with  regard  to  the  exclusive  right 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  act  in  the  premises.  Why, 
sir,  from  one  part  of  this  document,  you  would  suppose  that 
the  president  would  as  soon  have  struck  off  his  right  hand  as 
interfered  with  the  free  exercise,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, of  the  very  power  which  he  undertook  to  exercise  himself. 
In  support  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  president  goes  on  to 
say,  in  this  manifesto,  "far  be  it  from  him  to  expect  or  require 
that  any  member  of  the  cabinet  should,  at  his  request,  order,  or 
dictation,  do  any  act  which  he  believes  unlawful,  or  in  his  con- 
science condemns."  "Jn  the  remarks  he  has  made  on  this  all- 
important  question,  he  trusts  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
see  only  the  frank  and  respectful  declarations  of  the  opinions 
which  the  president  has  formed  on  a  measure  of  great  national 
interest,  deeply  affecting  the  character  and  usefulness  of  hi?  ad- 
ministration; and  not  a  spirit  of  d"'?talion,  which  the  president 
would  be  as  careful  to  avoid,  as  ready  to  resist."  Again, says 
the  president,  in  a  preceding  part  of  the  same  document,  "ths 
existing  law?  declare,  that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches 
thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank,  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct,  in  which  case  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congress,  if  in 
session,  and  if  not,  immodiaiely  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  the  reason  of  such  order  and  direction."  "The 
power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  over  the  depositee,  is  un- 
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qualified.  The  provision  that  he  shall  report  his  reasons  to  con- 
gress, is  no  limitation.  Had  it  not  been  inserted,  he  would  have 
been  responsible  to  congress,  had  he  made  a  removal  for  any 
outer  than  good  reasons."  Here  then,  sir,  said  Mr.  McD.  the 
president  distinctly  admits  this  power  to  exist  in  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury.  He  also  admits  that  tliis  power  is  delegated  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  under  a  direct  responsibility  to 
congress.  Yet,  sir,  in  the  very  moment  of  making  this  admis- 
sion, in  the  very  moment  of  disclaiming  all  design  of  exercising 
the  least  control  over  the  free  exercise  of  the  judgment  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  upon  this  matter,  what  does  he  do.? 
Why,  he  names  the  first  of  October,  as  the  day  on  which  the 
deposites  are  to  be  reinove<l!  Not  only  so,  but  it  was  formally 
announced  in  the  official  gazette,  three  days  before  the  removal 
of  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the  public  deposites 
had  been  determined  to  be  removed  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Now,  said  Mr.  McD.  let  us  examine  this  matter  a  little  more 
minutely.  It  is  argued,  that  it  is  true,  indeed,  iliat  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  the  officer  selected  by  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  to  exercise  this  high  and  important  power,  but 
that,  forsooth,  although  the  treasury  department  was  created  as 
a  distinct  department,  and  not  as  one  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, as  all  the  others  are,  and  although  tills  very  power  of 
transferring  the  deposites  was  given  in  the  bank  charter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  moment  that  another  power  was 
given  by  the  charter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  yet, 
because  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  one  of  the  heads  of 
departments,  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  has  a  right  to 
make  that  officer  a  mere  instrument,  to  consider  him  a  mere 
ministerial  officer,  bound  to  execute  his  will.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
McD.  there  was  some  meaning  in  the  language  of  the  con 
gress  of  the  United  Slates,  directing  this  power  of  transfer- 
ing  the  deposites  to  be  exercised  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Why  was  not  the  power  given  at  once  to  the  president? 
Why  upon  the  most  obvious  principle,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  dangerous  in  any  government  tlian  to  trust  the  purse 
and  the  sword  of  the  nation,  in  the  same  hands.  In  what  go- 
vernment, possessing  the  semblance  of  freedom,  have  tliese  two 
powers  ever  been  united  in  one  hand?  In  what  solitary  instance 
has  the  king  of  England  ever  assumed  over  tlie  finances  this 
power?  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  king,  either  of  England 
or  France,  could,  at  this  day,  do  such  an  act  as  to  seize  on  the 
public  treasure,  without  such  a  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  land,  as  would  subject  him  to  a  peril  which  no  man  can,  in 
these  United  States,  at  this  day,  be  subjected  to — the  peril  of 
losing  his  head.  One  king  of  France  had  escaped  this  peril,  not 
very  long  ago,  for  a  less  gross  abuse  of  power  than  tliis. 

And  what  was  the  emergency,  (asked  Mr.  McD.)  which,  six- 
ty days  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  called  upon  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  interpose  and  exercise  this  uncon- 
stitutional power?  Why,  sir,  said  he,  from  tlie  document  to 
which  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer,  itwOuld  really  appear 
that  nothing  could  well  be  more  distressing  to  the  president  than 
the  necessity  of  excercising  this  power:  and  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark here,  to  what  an  extraordinary  degree  public  men  can  de- 
ceive themselves  as  to  the  motives  of  their  acts,  especially  when 
they  have  reached  the  highest  point  of  power.  Instances  of  this 
kind,  sir,  are  not  rare  in  history.  It  is  curious  to  read,  as  a  com- 
mentary on  Ais  proceedings,  what  the  president  says  on  this  sub- 
ject. "The  president,"  says  the  manifesto,  "would  have  felt 
himself  relieved  from  a  heavy  and  painful  responsibility,  if,  in 
llie  charter  to  the  bank,  congress  had  reserved  to  itself  the  pow- 
er of  directing,  at  its  pleasure,  the  public  money  to  be  elsewhere 
deposited,  and  had  not  devolved  that  power  exclusively" — not 
on  the  president — no,  sir,  but  "on  one  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments." What  an  astonishing  jumble  of  ideas!  And,  again, 
(very  sound  doctrine,  too,)  "althougli,  according  to  the  frame 
and  principle  of  our  governmejit,  tliis  decision  would  seem  more 
properly  to  belong  to  the  legislative  power,  yet  as  the  law  has 
imposed  it  upon  the  executive  department,  the  duty  ought  to  be 
faithfully  and  firmly  met,  and  the  decision  made  and  executed 
upon  the  best  lights  that  can  be  obtained,  and  the  best  judgment 
that  can  be  formed.  It  would  ill  become" — not  the  president, 
sir,  "but  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  to  shrink  from 
any  duty  which  the  law  imposes  on  it,  to  fix  upon  others  the  re- 
sponsibility which  justly  belongs  to  itself."  Now,  a«;ain,  the  ar- 
gument comes  to  us  in  a  new  aspect,  emerging  from  the  obscu- 
rity of  executive  departments  and  branches:  "While  the  presi 
ttcnt  anxiously  wishes  to  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful 
povVers,  and  to  avoid  all  interference  with  the  rights  and  duties 
of  others,  he  must  yet,  with  uuohaken  constancy,  discharge  his 
owrt  obligations."  So  it  seems,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  that  the  presi- 
dent has  exercised  this  power  from  the  sheer  necessity  of  the 
case — a  case  of  great  public  emergency,  which  admitted  of  no 
delay,  and  that  he  has  assumed  this  high  responsibility  with  the 
utmost  pain  and  reluctance.  Why,  sir,  every  body  knows  that 
executive  power — particularly  that  hiiiiiest  order  of  executive 
power  which  is  above  the  law,  is  always  assumed  with  great 
reluctance.  It  would  have  been  extremely  distressing  to  Caesar 
to  have  been  obliged  to  assume  the  kingly  office:  but  Cnesarput 
by  the  crown.  It  was,  according  to  history,  very  distressing  to 
Richard  II  [.  to  accept  the  kingly  power,  when  urged  upon  him 
with  sufh  clamor  by  his  own  procurement.  Buthe  yielded,  say- 
ing, as  Shak.<peare  writes  for  him: 

"I  nm  not  made  of  stone, 
"But  penetrable  to  your  kind  entreaticB, 
"Afb«it  against  my  conscience  and  my  soul." 


Of  all  the  difficulties  he  had  ever  encountered,  Mr.  McD.  said 
in  any  document,  the  greatest  was  that  of  decyphering  from 
this  manifesto  the  ground  upon  which  this  measure  iiad  been 
taken  by  the  president.  What  did  that  document  contain?  Does 
it  claim  a  light  tor  the  president  to  remove  the  deposites.  Does 
it  recognize  the  exclusive  right  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
over  them?  Or  what  does  it  purport?  With  all  the  exertion  of  his 
humble  power  of  comprehension,  Mr.  McD.  said,  he  could  not 
draw  any.satisfactory  conclusion  on  the  subject.  He  was  so  struck 
by  the  resemblance  between  the  sort  of  title  set  up  for  the  pre- 
sident to  dispose  of  the  public  treasure,  and  the  title  set  up  by 
one  of  the  kings  of  England  to  the  crown,  that  he  could  not 
avoid  looking  up  the  latter,  and  he  had  a  copy  of  it  before 
him.  Henry  the  Fourth,  it  seems,  came  to  the  throne  by  a 
doubtful  title,  a.<  far  as  legitimacy  was  concerned.  When  he 
claimed  the  crown  it  was  in  a  document  which  the  historian 
has  recorded,  because  of  its  singularity,  in  the  following  terms: 
"In  the  name  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  I  Henry  of  Lan- 
caster, challenge  this  rewme  of  Ynglande,  and  the  crown, 
with  all  the  membres,  and  the  a|)purtenances:  als  I  that  am  de- 
scenditby  right  line  of  the  blode,  coming  fro  the  gude  king 
Henry  the  therde,  and  throge  that  right  that  God  of  his  grace 
hath  sent  me,  with  help  of  kyn,  and  of  my  frendes  to  recover 
it:  the  which  rewme  was  in  poynt  to  be  ondone  by  defaut  of 
governance,  and  ondoying  of  the  gude  lawes." 

There,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  is  the  right  and  title  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  to  the  throne,  and  here  in  this  document  is  the  right 
and  title  of  the  president  to  remove  the  deposites.  I  leave 
those  who  are  skilled  in  such  subjects  to  decide  between  them. 

I  am  always  disposed,  sir,  to  look  with  respect  upon  any  mat- 
ter which  is  cleariy  and  distinctly  set  forth.  But  I  confess  I 
look  with  alarm  at  such  tremendous  stretches  of  power  as  this, 
when  I  found  them  under  such  circumstances  and  under  such 
coloring  as  tliose  contained  in  this  justificatory  document.  On 
reading  that  document,  one  would  suppose  that  no  man  in  the 
world  would  have  more  respect  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, or  could  be  more  unwilling  to  exercise  the  slightest  control 
over  him  than  the  president  himself.  He  says  to  him,  in  sub- 
stance, this  is  your  business,  not  mine:  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
exercise  doubtful  powers:  the  law  has  vested  this  power  in 
you:  it  is  far  from  me  to  desire  to  dictate  to  you:  such  is  not  my 
design.  Then,  at  the  very  moment  of  declaring  the  right  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  exercise  a  free  and  unrestricted 
judgment  on  the  subject,  what  does  the  president  do?  Why,  he 
dismisses  him  from  office  because  he  uill  not  sign  a  paper  on 
the  subject,  and  puts  into  his  place  another  man  who  uill!  Mr. 
McD.  said,  he  never  had  seen  in  his  life  any  thing  to  compare 
with  the  extr.iordinary  tissue  of  contradictions  to  be  found  in 
this  document,  except  it  was  in  an  account  which  he  had  from 
a  travelling  friend,  of  the  decision  of  a  Dutch  judge,  in  some 
one  of  the  villages  along  the  Hudson — Kinderhook,  perhaps — in 
a  case  before  him,  in  which  the  right  of  opinion  was  brought  in 
question.  It  was  argued,  for  the  party  whose  right  was  ques- 
tioned, that  in  this  country  every  man  had  a  right  to  express 
freely  h'^  opinions.  To  this  the  judge,  who  it  seemed  was  de- 
termined to  give  it  against  the  man,  leplied  with  great  compla- 
cency, O  yah!  every  man  haf  a  right,  by  the  law,  in  dis  free  re- 
[tublic,  to  dink  for  himself:  provided  he  dinks  icilh  the  cort.  So, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  think  and  act  as  he  chose  in  this  matter, 
if  he  would  only  think  as  the  president  did.  Not  being  pos- 
sessed of  such  ductility  of  mind,  he  was  turned  out  of  his 
office. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  president  alone  is  responsible.  He  i' 
the  man  who  was  the  author  of  the  act.  It  is  a  perversion  of 
language,  to  say.  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  removed 
the  deposites.  it  is  not  true,  (I  speak  in  a  legal  sense).  He  is 
no  more  chargeable  with  the  act  than  the  iron  pen  is  chargea- 
ble which  wrote  the  order.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
moved the  deposites?  He  refused  to  remove  them!  very  wisely 
and  properly:  and  he  was  removed  for  his  refusal. 

Is  this  to  be  gotten  over,  by  saying  "why  here  we  have  got 
the  actual  order  signed  by  the  secretary's  own  hand?"  Sir,  are 
we  not  to  look  back  beyond  that  ordeii*  Are  we  to  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  circumstances  iii  which  it  was  given?  The  secretary,  now 
in  office,  came  into  office  by  a  breach  of  the  constitution,  and  a 
breach  of  the  public  faith.  He  came  there  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  violating  them.  He  received  his  appointment  as  the 
tool  and  instrument  of  tyranny.  He,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury! He  remove  the  deposites!  It  is  an  insult  to  the  nation  to 
say  so.  It  is  false,  (I  speak  legally)  it  is  false.  He  was  made 
to  do  it  by  the  president,  who  has  no  more  risht  to  remove  the 
public  money  than  I  have.  Why,  sir,  is  the  president,  from  the 
fact  that  he  appoints  men  to  office  to  usurp  to  himself  all  law, 
and  all  povvei?  He  appoints  the  chief  justice  of  ilie  United  States. 
Well,  sir,  suppose  he  should  say  to  chief  justice  Marshall,  when 
a  criminal  was  on  trial,  "condemn  that  man!" — or,  as  the  tyrant 
Riciiard  said,  "[  wish  the  bastards  dead."  And  suppose  the 
chief  justice  should  claim  some  little  right  to  think  for  himself 
about  the  matter: — Is  the  president  instantly  to  say  (supposing 
his  power  was  equal  to  his  will)  "I  dismiss  you  from  office?" 
Is  he  to  tear  off  the  judicial  robe  from  his  shoulders,  and  put 
there  an  instrument  who  will  do  the  deed  of  blood.'  Why  not, 
sir?  It  would  be  all  fair,  according  to  the  logic  by  which  it  is 
now  attempted  to  accumulate  all  the  powers  of  government  in 
the  president  of  the  United  States. 
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But,  sir,  admitting  the  secretary  to  have  possessed  tlie  power  [  oppose  the  election  of  a  particular  president!     Why,  sir,  in 
pass  sucii  an  order,  and  to  remove  the  deposites  as  he  has    days  of  Tiberius  hinit^elf,  tliis  would  scarcely  have  been  vie' 

as  violated  majesty. 


to  p 

done.  I  will  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine  the  reason.-?  he 
has  submitted  to  this  house  in  justification  of  the  act.  Now, 
without  stopping  to  ascertain  wiiat  weigiit  the  reasons  assigned 
may  possess,  1  say  that,  weigh  they  more  or  less,  they  are  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  applicable  to  ihe  subject.  A<lniitiing 
them  to  have  wiiat  weight  you  please,  they  no  more  touch  the 
question  al  issue  than  ii  tliey  had  respect  to  the  relii-ious  opi 
jiionsofthe  directors  of  the  bank,  i  speak,  of  course,  of  liis 
governing  reasons;  nolP'  Ihosc  which  seem  to  have  been  thrown 
in  as  an  after  thought. 

The  bare  fact  that  the  power  of  removing  tlie  pobllc  money? 
from  the  bank  was  comnuUed  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasiifV, 
sliows  it  to  have  been  the  intention  of  congress  that  liie  nation- 
al duposiies  should  be  removed,  if  at  all,  only  for  reasons  imme- 
diately connected  with  their  safety,  and  wiih  the  convenicuice 
of  the  treasury.  They  are  entrusted  to  Ihe  control  of  the  secre- 
tary as  the  great  financial  oliicer  of  tlie  government.  Such  being 
llie  case,  what  kind  of  rea?ons  must  they  be  which  will  justify 
liim  in  removing  the  deposiies  from  the  bank,  where  by  law 
Ihey  had  been  placed.'  If  it  were  shown  that  tiie  bank  was  not 
a  safe  place  to  keep  them  in,  that,  I  admit,  would  be  a  conclu- 
sive reason  for  removing  tlieui.  Or,  if  the  batik  had  not  com 
plied  Willi  the  sli|inlations  of  the  charter  in  facilitating  the  tran- 
mission  of  the  public  moneys,  and  otherwise  accommodating 
the  government,  as  required  by  law  to  do,  that  would  be  a  satis- 
factory reason.  Or  if  it  were  shown  that  the  treasury  could 
make  an  arrangement  on  terms  uiore  favorable  to  the  goveni- 
uienl  with  the  state  banks,  that  might,  perhaps,  be  received  as 
a  good  reason,  tn  fact,  almost  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  to  comply  with  its  engagements  to  government  would  be 
a  reason,  greater  or  smaller,  according  to  circumstances. 

But  sir,  cried  Mr.  McD.  what  are  we  told.?      That  the  de 
posites  were  not  safe  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States.     Why 
sir,  we  have  it  now  admitted,  from  all  quarters,  even  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  himself,  fMr.    Camhreleng),  who 
prophesied  so  very  dismally  on  the  subject  at  the  last  session — 
aye,  sir,  by  the  secretary  himself,  under  his  hand — that  the  de- 
posiies were  safe,  perfectly  safe,  in  that  bank.     And  not  only 
so;  it  seems  that  from  having  been, — as  was  then  so  strenuous- 
ly endeavored  to  be  proved — an  insolvent  concern,  and  no  safe 
place  in  which  to  trust  the  public  money, the  bank  has  too  much 
syjecic  in  its  vaults.     Yes,  sir;  the  fault  is  now  the  other  way. 
The  bank  is  so  horribly  unreasonable,  that  though  it  hasten 
millions  in  specie  lying  in  its  vaults,  it  wants  still  more.     All, 
then,  concur  that  the  bank  is  a  safe  place  of  deposite.     Well, 
sir,  has  the  bank  failed  in  complying  with  any  of  its  stipulations.'' 
Has  it  refused  to  transmit  the  public  treasure  to  any  part  of  the 
union,  when  needed  by  the  operations  of  government.     Sir,  I 
speak  knowingly  and  deliberately  when  I  say,  that  there  is  not 
a  government  on   the   face  of   the  earth,  whether  the  space 
covered  by  its  authority  be  small  or  large,  which  has  been  so 
well  served  in  its  financial  operations,  as  the  United  States. 
Look,  sir,  at  the  astonishing  fact,  that  in  all  its  immense  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements,  not  a  dollar — no,  sir,  not  a  single  dol- 
lar— has  ever  been  lost  by  means  of  the  agency  (or  the  collec- 
tion and  transmission  and  disbursement  of  its  vast  revenues. 
Nor  is  this  all.     Not  a  creditor  of  this  government  has  had  to 
wait  one  moinent  for  the  reception  of  his  dues,  so  far  as  this 
agency  has   been  concerned.     And  more  than  that;  when  he 
got  his  money,  it  n'as  MOiNfiY.     God  grant  that  [  may  be  able  to 
say  the  same  two  years  from  this  time.     Thus  it  appears  we 
have  been,  in  relation  to  our  national  bank,  in  the  full  tide  of 
successful  experiment.      Our  currency,  from  rottenness   and 
ruin,  has  attained  to  such  a  degree  of  soundness  and  purity  as 
is  unequalled  by  any  of  the  same  extent  in  the  known  world. 
We  have  had  to  pay  a  mere  nominal  per  centage  for  exchange 
however  distant.     And  all  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment have  been,  in  fact,  carried  on  without  expense.     And  with 
a  good  hank,  a  solvent  bank,  the  most  solvent  bank  on  earth, 
and  with  a  perfectly  safe  and  sound  currency — thus  enjoying 
all  that  heart  can  wish  in  this  department  of  our  national  in- 
terests— what  do   vi'e  hear.''     After  two  years  of  unremittinu 
and  unexampled  persecution,  alter  all  manner  of  slanders  and 
libels,  which  have  recoiled  Ofi  the  heads  of  the  libellers;  after 
the  most  desperate  attempts  to  prove  it  insolvent  have  been 
abaridoned  in  despair,  though  the  bank  has  strictly  and  fiilly 
complied  with  every  stipulation   contained  in  its  charter,   yet 
have  the  public  funds  of  this  nation,  which  had  been  placed  in 
this  bank  by  force  of  law,  been  removed  from  it  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  without  even  the  shadow  of  n  right; 
and  for  what.'    For  oprNioN's  sake.    Yes,  sir,  for  opinion's  sake. 
In  this  land  of  liberty,  where  all  men  were  thought  to  enjoy  the 
right  of  opinion  in  its  perfection,  and  the  right,  too,  of  all  the  in- 
fluence they  could  acquire  and  exert  in  a  free  community,  a  great 
institution  has   been  assailed,  and  the  rights  and  property  of 
widows  and  orplians  trampled  in   the  dust  by  the  foot  of  r  ty- 
rant— and  this  for  the  exercise  of  the  riglit  of  opinion.     Pray, 
sir,  what  riuht  has  the  president  to  say  that  the  stockholders  of 
a  bank,  or  its  officers,  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  his  election.' 
I  believe  they   have  not  interfered  in  it;  F  am  confident  there 
are  none  of  onr  citizens  who  have  in  a  greater  decree  abstain- 
ed  from   meddling  in  the   political   contests  of  ilie  day.     Rut, 
supposing  they  had  taken  ever  so  active  a  part  in  them,  what 
right  has  the  president  to  forbid  it.'     Because  a  man  has  placed 
his  capital  in  a  bank,  is  he  therefore  to  be  disfranchised.'     Is  he 
therefore  not  to  dare  open  his  mouth.'    It  is  violated  majesty  to 
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Sir,  one  of  the  rea.'<ons  put  forth  by  the  secretary,  if  true  in 
point  of  fact,  so  far  from  bijing  a  reason  to  be  listened  to  and 
received  by  this  house,  is  of  such  a  kind  thai  the  very  presenta- 
tion of  it  ought  to  excitf!  the  liveliest  indignation.  Wliat  is  llio 
I'higlish  of  all  this.'  VVhwt  does  the  president  mean,  when  he 
says,  that  the  bank  must  not  thrust  its  band  into  th(!  |)ublie 
aflairs  of  this  country.'  What  does  he  mean,  when  he  declarea 
it  a  crime  for  the  bank  to  pos.-ess  or  to  exercise  any  political  in- 
fluence or  povvtr.'  Sir,  I  will  tell  you  what  he  means.  Does 
any  man  suppose,  if  the  bank  had  consent(  d  to  do  whatever 
the  executive  mandate  had  required  it  to  do — if  it  had  put  out 
Joii.lthan  and  put  in  John— that  we  should  have  ever  heard  a 
word  of  o!;.;^'ction  to  its  juilitical  power.'  Sir,  the  president's 
meaning  is  perfectly  plain.  When  the  president  says, that  officers 
of  a  liaiTk  ought  not  to  interfere  with  political  elections, he  means 
neither  more  nor  less  than  this — Yon  must  become  the  tools, 
the  creatures  of  this  admijistration,  or  you  must  be  displaced. 
That,  sir,  was  the  attempt  made,  I  do  not  say  by  the  president, 
but  by  some  u  ho  were  near  the  executive  door,  thoiwli  not  a 
part  of  his  cabinet;  it  was  altem()ted  to  influence  the  bank  to 
put  out  the  president  of  one  of  its  hranelM's,  who  was  confess- 
edly competent  to  the  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  station, 
purely  on  the  ground  of  his  political  opinions.  The  bank  re- 
sisted the  attempt,  as  it  always  has  done.  So  far  as  the  parent 
board  is  concerned,  (I  cannot,  of  course,  speak  with  certainty 
for  all  the  directors  and  officers  of  ail  the  branches,  though  [ 
believe  it  to  he  true  of  nearly  all  of  them),  all  its  members  have 
studiously  abstained  from  all  interference  with  political  con- 
cerns—  because  it  was  their  intiirest  to  do  so.  They  even  went 
further  than  this;  they  made  a  desparate  efi'ort  to  conciliate  the 
administration.  But  it  was  too  late.  The  plans  and  purposes 
of  certain  individuals  had  been  thwarted,  and  the  feelings  of 
the  president  had  been  and  arc  still,  so  wrought  upon,  that  now 
he  thinks  there  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  so  needs 
extermination  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  if  I  could  decide  beforehand  what  should  be  the  course 
of  future  events,  I  hold  it  desirable  that  every  national  bank 
should,  hereafter,  be  arrayed  against  the  executive  power.  It 
would  be  an  admirable  balance  in  the  opposite  scale.  That  is 
not  the  evil  to  be  dreaded.  The  real  evil  is  in  the  opposite  di- 
rection. It  is  that  the  executive  should  turn  the  bank  into  a 
mere  instrument  of  his  will,  and  should  wield  its  power,  which 
gentlemen  have  represented  as  so  tremendous,  in  addition  to 
that  still  more  tremendous  power  which  he  derives  from  th« 
vast  patronage  of  such  a  governmpnt,  and  that  overwhelming 
and  irresistible  tide  of  popularity  which  will  ever  follow  the 
man  who  distributes  that  patronage. 

But,  sir,  the  president  seems  to  he  very  fully  aware  of  the 
danger  arising  from  the  meretricious  combination  between  the 
banking  power  and  the  power  of  the  executive:  and  he  very 
wisely  says,  "it  is  the  desire  of  the  president  that  the  control 
of  the  bank  and  the  currency  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  entire- 
ly separated  from  the  political  power  of  the  country."  Never 
was  there  uttered  a  wiser  or  more  patriotic  sentiment!  Let  mo 
repeat  it.  "It  is  the  desire  of  the  president,  that  the  control  of 
the  bank  and  the  currency  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  entirely 
separated  from  the  political  power  of  the  country."  Yes.  sir, 
the  man  who  will  act  up  to  that  would  be  richly  entitled  to  be  a 
president  of  the  United  States.  Well,  sir,  there  is  the  precept. 
Now  for  the  practice.  The  president  it  seems,  is  anxiously  de- 
sirous that  the  control  of  the  hanks  should  be  separated  as  far 
as  possible,  from  the  political  power  of  the  country.  And  what 
has  he  done?  He  has.  in  effect,  said,  that  because  the  oflicial 
agents  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  have  dared  to  oppose 
his  election,  the  faith  of  the  nation  shall  not  for  a  moment 
stand  in  the  way  of  their  condign  punishmenf.  Yet  he  is  very 
anxious  to  separate  all  control  of  the  banks  from  the  executive 
power.  Well,  sir,  what  more  has  he  done.'  He  has  not  only 
punished  the  hank  of  the  United  States  by  removing  the  de- 
posites,  but  he  has  held  itp  these  deposifes  to  the  highest  bidder! 

Yes,  sir.  The  president  has  done  that  which,  if  it  be  not  ar- 
rested, will  most  certainly  destroy  the  liberties  of  this  country. 
What,  sir.'  By  way  of  separating  all  control  of  the  bank  and 
the  currency  from  the  political  power  of  the  country — by  way 
of  sieerinir  clear  of  all  meretricious  connexion  between  the 
banking  power  and  the  power  of  Ihe  executive,  we  are  to  give 
to  the  president,  or  to  his  pliant  instrument,  (and,  after  what  has 
passed,  he  will  never  want  a  pliant  instrument),  twenty-four 
millions  of  public  money  to  be  distributed  among  various  local 
banks  throughout  the  country,  according  to  the  complexion  of 
their  political  sentiments.  Sir,  this  requires  no  exagseration. 
And  I  speak  not  the  Innzuage  of  exasgeration  when  I  say,  as 
God  is  mv  Judje,  I  had  rather  trust  even  Andrew  Jack«on 
with  .50.000  mercenary  soldiers,  with  the  hill  passed  at  the  last 
session  for  his  authority  to  use  them,  than  peimancntiv  to  clothe 
him  with  such  a  power  as  tlii".  It  would  be  impossible  to  re- 
sist it.  Resistance  will  he  out  of  flic;  question.  With  tlip  twenty 
millions  of  our  revenrie.  tlte  president  can  set  the  ah.-ohue  con- 
trol over  40  or  .50  hni\k^  iiij^iriov'thi  selected,  i.  e.  with  no  regard 
to  any  connexion  with  the  political  power  of  the  country.  God 
forbid:  oh  no!  But,  sir,  every  man  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  human  nature,  know3,  must  know,  that  the 
banks  selected  would  hecomft  just  so  many  political  parti.'^ntin 
of  those  in  power.    Sir,  we  have  some  little  light  oo  this  al- 
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ready.  Il  is  not  quite  two  months  since  certain  banks  were  se- 
li^cted  to  receive  tlie  deposites  nnlawfully  removed  Trom  the 
United  States  bank:  and  already  we  have  seen  two  of  their 
officera  in  ihe  arena.  A  president  of  one  of  tliese  banks,  in  Bal- 
timore, is  out  in  the  public  papers  vindicating  the  course  of  the 
secretary.  And  there  is  anotlier,  I  understand,  somewhere  in 
Virginia. 

The  president  says  that  the  moment  an  officer  of  a  bank 
mffldles  with  politics,  that  moment  he  must  be  turned  out  of 
office.  Sir,  I  have  not  heard  of  iht;  turning  out  of  any  of  these 
olficers  as  yet.  But  I  have  no  doubt,  had  they  dared  to  say  one 
word  against  the  president,  they  would  before  this  time  have 
r«'ceived  much  such  a  hint  as  was  given  to  a  late  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

Sir,  I  should  be  more  disposed  to  rely  on  the  declaration  of 
the  president  concerning  his  anxious  desire  to  separate  the 
banking  and  executive  power,  were  it  not  for  the  experience  we 
have  already  had  of  the  woeful  discrepancy  between  professions 
and  practice.  I  agree  with  a  late  distinguished  member  of  the 
cabinet,  (Mr.  Duaue),  in  at  least  one  thing.  I  do  not  attribute 
this  striking  discrepancy  to  any  thing  in  the  president  like  wilful 
duplicity.  1  believe  that  when  he  makes  the  profession  he 
feels  as  lie  speaks,  but  I  believe  with  that  gentleman  that  the 
president  "has  no  fixed  principles — that  he  does  not  arrive  at 
conclusions  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  but  that  impulses  and 
passions  have  ruled."  But  what,  in  point  of  fact,  has  been  the 
difference  between  the  president's  professions  and  his  practice? 
1  had  been  told  a  liltle  about  the  principles,  (I  beg  pardon  for 
using  the  word,  I  believe  it  is  nearly  out  of  fashion),  on  which 
the  president  came  into  power:  for  I  stood,  then,  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  brunt  in  the  contest  waging  with  principalities  and 
powers;  aye  sir,  when  the  miserable  sycophants,  yes,  when  the 
iniserable  sycopliants  who  have  since  then  literally  crawled,  in 
their  own  slime,  to  the  footstool  of  executive  favor  stood  upon 
the  side  of  those  who  still  hold  patronage  and  power.  When, 
therefore,  1  speak  of  the  principles  on  which  the  present  chief 
magistrate  was  brought  into  office,  I  claim  to  know  something 
about  them.  Well,  sir,  and  what  were  they?  Why  we  all  had  an 
idea  tl»at  the  officers  of  the  federal  government  were  somewhat 
too  pragmatical  and  interfering  in  the  political  contests  of  the 
country;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
strained; and  the  president,  when  he  came  into  power,  told  the 
nation  that  one  of  the  crying  evils  of  those  who  had  been  his 
predecessors  was  themeddiingofoffice  holders  in  the  politics  of 
the  country. 

Now,  I  put  it  to  all  men  who  have  eyes  and  ears,  whether 
ever  there  was  a  time,  since  the  foundation  of  this  government, 
when  all  the  officers  of  the  executive  government,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  approached  so  nearly  to  an  army  of  mer- 
cenaries in  the  hand  of  the  president.  Why,  sir,  no  man  now 
can  breathe  the  air  that  surrounds  the  palace  of  the  president, 
who  does  not  think  precisely  as  the  president  thinks;  and  who 
is  not  prepared  to  stretch  himself  at  command  on  the  bed  of 
Procrustes,  to  have  his  political  sentiments  docked  or  streched 
to  the  true  executive  dimensions.  What  is  the  meaning  of  all 
this  change  that  appears?  Oh,  tiiat  is  reform.  The  government 
has  been  reformed.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  reform  has  proceeded  until 
the  word  has  become  synonymous  with  turning  a  man  out  of 
office. 

A  reform  is  made  when  one  man  is  turned  out,  and  another 
man  is  put  in.  And  the  rule  on  which  the  operation  proceeds 
seems  to  be  this — to  turn  out  the  man  who  has  only  liis  merit 
to  recommend  him,  and  put  in  the  man  who  will  with  the  rea- 
diest obsequiousness  adopt  the  executive  opinions,  and  bow  to 
the  executive  pleasure.  Every  body  knows  that  the  meddling 
of  office  holders  in  politics  has  been  reformed  by  putting  out 
every  man  who  did  not  vote  for  the  president,  and  putting  in 
the  mostnotorious  open-mouthed  partisans  in  their  places.  This 
is  truth  known  to  the  whole  world.  When,  therefore,  the  pre 
sident  tells  me  he  is  anxious  to  separate  as  far  as  possible  the 
control  of  the  banks  and  the  currency  from  the  political  power 
of  the  country,  I  understand  him  to  mean  that  he  is  exceedingly 
anxious  none  shall  have  the  control  of  any  bank  who  dares  to 
oppose  the  present  administration. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  inquire  what  will  be  the  course  of  things 
if  we  decide  that  the  public  deposites  shall  remain  in  the  state 
banks,  and  it  shall  hereafter  become  a  matter  of  bargain  with 
the  executive  who  shall  have  them.  Sir,  we  all  know  the  game 
that  is  going  on.  I  deplore  it  as  much  as  any  man  can  do,  but 
there  never  will  be  a  time  when  the  election  of  president  will 
not  be  an  all-engrossing  topic  with  the  greater  part  of  all  politi- 
cians. And  what,  I  again  ask,  is  now  going  on?  Why,  sir,  the 
feeling  has  insinuated  itself  into  the  palace  itself.  The  great 
question  is  this,  who  ahall  be  the  successor  to  the  presidential 
chair?  The  coiitest  now  is  for  the  succession,  and  all  the  powers 
of  this  government  are  organized  and  in  action  to  secure  the 
election  of  an  heir  apparent.  Every  body  knows,  out  of  the 
house,  what  it  is  almost  treason  to  speak  within  it,  that  such  is 
the  fact.  And  what  more  do  you  want  than  the  control  of  the 
glate  banks,  at  once.to  settle  this  question. 

And  this  brings  me  to  another  point  in  this  inquiry.  Tt  is 
here  said  by  the  president,  and  by  liis  secretary,  that  the  gr(!at 
reason  for  removing  the  depositee  at  this  time  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  was  the  expiration  of  the  bank  charter  in 
1836.  Now,  of  all  the  reasons  that  could  have  possibly  been 
given,  this  is  emphatically  the  reason  why  he  should  have  ab- 
stained from  temoving  them.  Tlie  bank,  in  the  natural  course 
of  things,  and  by  the  mir*  forew  of  law,  wn«  about  to  ceuec 


from  having  any  farther  influence.  The  deposites,  we  are  told' 
were  removed  from  the  bank  because  the  institution  was  of 
dangerous  tendency,  and  the  public  liberty  w.is  not  safe  so  long 
ns  its  powers  continued.  There  might  have  been  some  weight 
in  these  reasons,  if  the  period  had  not  been  so  near  at  hand 
when  its  powers  of  every  kind  were  to  have  come  to  an  end. 
Indeed,  almost  every  reason  put  forth  by  the  president  and  the 
secretary  are  answered  by  the  single  fact  that  the  bank  charier 
is  to  expire  in  1836.  The  bank,  we  are  told,  was  to  destroy 
liberty,  and  overturn  the  government;  but  can  it  do  all  this  in 
two  years?  At  that  tin»e  it  will  cease  to  be,  for  the  secretary 
infurms  us,  that  the  people  have  decided  that  the  bank  shall 
never  be  re  charted.  How  then,  I  ask,  was  its  influence  to  be 
so  very  deadly  within  the  short  space  of  two  years?  Why,  sir, 
it  is  plain  that  there  must  be  something  about  it  which  will 
operate  on  the  election  of  the  next  president.  The  thing  to 
which  the  bank  will  be  so  very  fatal,  the  thing  which  it  is  so 
certainly  to  destroy,  turns  out  to  be — tke  election  of  the  heir 
apparent.  Sir,  the  expiration  of  the  charter  so  early  as  18.36, 
is  in  itself  conclusive  proof  that  the  reasons  given  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  are  not  the  true  reasons.  I  now  venture 
to  say,  that,  in  two  years  from  this  time,  if  this  system  shall  be 
suffered  to  be  carried  into  effect,  the  whole  moneyed  power  of 
this  country  will  be  concentrated  wherever  the  political  power 
of  the  country  resides.  All  will  go  together — there  will  be  a 
complete  combination  of  the  state  banks  from  Maine  to  Loui- 
siana--a  perfect  understanding  will  prevail  throughout  the  whole. 
They  will  all  be  actuated  by  cine  spirit,  and  they  will  all  be  in 
the  hand  of  one  man.  They  will  all,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  term,  be  government  banks.  You  will  then  have  not  only 
the  twenty  millions  ofgovernment  deposites,  but,  in  addition  to 
this,  you  will  have  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  bank  capital, 
all  wielded  against  the  public  liberty.  Sir,  if  there  be  a  spec- 
tacle which,  more  than  another,  is  to  be  contemplated  by  a 
patriot  with  fear  and  horror,  it  is  the  concentration  of  such  a 
power  as  this. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  will  remark,  that  there 
could  not  have  been  selected  a  period  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power  more  unfortunate  for  the  country.  The  grounds  alleged 
for  the  selection  are,  the  necessity  of  a  gradual  preparation  for 
the  change  which  must  accompany  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter, and  distresses  brought  upon  the  commercial  community  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  period  from  August 
to  October.  Now,  sir,  all  who  are  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
the  practical  operation  of  that  bank,  must  know  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  at  this  time,  will  neither  increase  nor 
diminish  the  pressure  experienced  at  the  winding  up  of  its  con- 
cerns. It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  bank  is  managed 
by  intelligent  men,  well  acquainted  with  banking  concerns, 
and  perfectly  awake  to  their  own  interests.  Suppose  the  bank 
should  proceed  with  the  public  deposites  in  its  vaults,  will  its 
directors  not  view  these  deposites  as  a  part  of  its  debt  to  the 
public?  And  will  they  net,  of  course,  make  the  same  provision 
for  the  payment  of  this  portion  of  the  public  debt  as  they  do 
with  the  other  portions  of  it?  So  that,  whether  the  deposites 
are  removed  now  or  at  a  future  time,  can  have  no  effect  upon 
the  settlement  of  its  affairs.  Why,  then,  remove  them  now? 
unless  it  be  gratuitously  to  add  at  this  time,  a  scene  of  unexam- 
pled distress  to  all  that  which  must  unavoidably  take  place  at 
the  expiration  of  the  bank  charter? 

But  the  secretary  has  told  us  that  this  was  necessary  in  order 
to  enable  the  treasury  department  to  prepare  for  the  country  a 
new  currency.  Now,  sir,  does  any  man  here  suppose  that  a 
currency  can  be  supplied  to  the  exigencies  of  this  community 
by  the  secretary  and  his  state  banks,  equal  to  that  which  ex- 
ists at  this  time?  So  long  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ex- 
ists, the  bills  of  the  state  banks  will  be  in  good  credit.  We 
wish  no  better.  Can  the  secretary  add  any  thing  to  their  credit? 
It  is  obvious  he  cannot:  «nd  what  then  does  he  mean,  when  he 
talks  to  us  about  his  providing  for  the  country  a  substitute  for 
that  currency  which  he  seeks  to  destroy?  Not  that  he  will  pro- 
vide the  country  with  local  bills  in  good  credit,  but  a  currency 
for  the  whole  union.  This,  and  this  alone,  can  be  a  substitute. 
But  have  we  any  such  promise?  No,  sir,  nothing  like  it.  What 
is  it  which  the  state  banks  stipulate?  It  is  this,  that  they  will 
receive  in  payment  of  the  debts  to  government,  the  very  same 
local  bills  which  are  now  in  good  credit.  Do  they  go  any  fur- 
ther? Do  the  deposite  banks  of  Maine  stipulate  to  receive  the 
bills  of  the  deposite  banks  of  Louisiana?  Not  a  word  of  it,  sir. 
Do  you  believe  that,  if  I  shall  go  to  the  deposite  bank  in  Rich- 
mond, for  example,  with  one  of  the  bills  of  the  selected  bank  in 
this  district,  that  the  Richmond  bank  will  take  it  and  give  me 
the  money  for  it?  No,  sir;  they  will  take  these  bills  from  the 
government,  because  that  they  have  stipulated  to  do;  but  they 
will  not  take  them  from  any  body  else.  And  what  then  be- 
comes of  the  currency?  Where  is  the  substitutp?  ft  is  vain  to 
talk  of  giving  the  state  banks  any  greater  credit  than  they 
now  have.  On  t!ie  contrary,  the  moment  you  destroy  the  bank 
of  the  United  States — and  I  tremble  when  I  look  forward  to 
the  prospect — you  will  again  return  to  the  scenes  of  1817.  You 
will  again  have  a  scah;  of  depreciation.  The  market  will  be 
full  of  the  bills  of  broken  banks,  until  you  m.iy  again  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  discount  of  ten  percent,  for  a  bill  of  exchange 
on  a  distant  part  of  the  union.  To  withdraw  the  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  place  them  in  the  state 
banks,  leaves  those  banks  not  where  they  were,  but  in  a  silu.i- 
tion  the  mopt  critical  that  can  be  conceived.  Indeed,  sir,  there 
has  been  a  rumor,  how  wnW  founded,  I  do  not  pretend  to  tuy, 
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lliat  rfoiiio  of  these  flelectod  banks  have  alroatly   applied  to  the 
8«:cretiiry   of  the   treai?iiry   to   have  the  governmoiit  depositcis 
taken   from   their  possession,  and  restored  to  llie  bank  of  the 
United  Stales;   and  it  is  my  most  sincere   belief  that  such  a 
step   would  be  the  best  thing  wliicli,  for  the   credit  of  those 
banks,  could  possibly  happen.     I  do  know   from  the  very  best 
authority  that  thertj  lias  not,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been  sof,'rPat 
a  pressure  on  the  state  banks  or  so  little  capital  to  meet  it. 
And  if  the  bank  of  the  United  States  should  do  what  it  has  tlie 
perfect  right  to  do,  and  what  in  all  justice  it  mif,'ht  do,  call   in 
its  paper  in  proportion  to  tlie  existin;,'  alarm  in  the  community, 
the  distress,  ijreat  as  it  is,  would  become  unspeakably  greater. 
On  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I   have  but  one  more  remark  to 
make.     The  secretary,  in  the  boundless  immensity  of  his  finan- 
cial knowledge,  has  informed  us  that  one  object  he  had  in  vi(!vv, 
in  the  removal  of  the  diposites,  wa.?,  to  save  the  country  from 
the  emharrassmeiit  and  distress  which   must  inevitably  be  pro- 
duced by  the  depreciaUoii  of  Ike  hilla  of  the  UniLcd  Stales  bank,  as 
the  period  of  the  expiry  of  its  duirlcr  shall  approach.     Now,  sir, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  financial  opinions  of  the 
present  day.     A  bank,  with  ten  millions  of  silver  in   its  vaults, 
and  which  is  able  to  pay  all  its  debts  within  sixty  days;  a  bank 
wliich,  according  to  the  secretary,  is  too  strong  and   too  sol 
vent  for  the   safety  of  the  country,   is  to   have  its   bills   de 
preciate  in  the  market  just  in  proportion  as  the  time  approaches 
every  one  of  those  bills  will  be  paid  in  hard  cash!  Indeed!  Why, 
sir,  would  not  a  farmer  be  astonished,  who  held  a  note  of  his 
rich  neighbor  that  had  yet  two  years  to  run,  if  a  gentleman, 
with  or  without  the  title  of  secretary,  should,  with  great  gravity 
and  concern,  inform  him  that,  though  his  neighbor  was  immense- 
ly rich,  and  owned  hundreds  of  thousands,  after  all  his  debts 
were  paid,  his  note  would  depreciate  in  value  just  in  proportion 
as  the  day  approached  when  it  was  ripe  for  payment,  and  would 
certainly  be  paid?     Why,  sir,  is  there  a  child  that  cannot  per- 
ceive that,  if  the  value  of  a  note  is  ever  to  change,  it  will  then 
be  most  valuable  when  it  is  neariist  to  being  paid?    And   here 
is  a  bank  with  millions  in  its  vaults,  so  many  millions  that  the 
governtHent  is  afraid  of  it,  yet  its  notes  are  to  depreciate  as  the 
time  approaches  for  the  winding  up  of  its  affairs,  and  the  public 
deposites  must,  of  necessity,  be  removed  from  its  custody,  to 
save  the  country  from  the  distress  occasioned  by  that  deprecia- 
tion. 

[At  this  point,  the  speech  of  Mr.  McDufpe  was  interrupted 
by  a  motion  to  adjourn.  Friday  being  a  day  for  private  bills,  and 
the  house  having  adjourned  over  Saturday,  Mr.  McD.  will  not 
have  an  opportunity  his  resume  his  remarks] 

Monday,  Dec,  93.  Mr.  McDufpe  resumed  the  speech  which  he 
began  on  Thursday  last,  in  support  of  his  motion.  When  up 
before  on  this  stibject,  he  said,  he  had  attempted  to  show,  that 
the  idea  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  the  removal  of  tlie 
deposites  was  a  necessary  step  for  the  establishment  of  a  con- 
venient currency,  as  a  substitute  for  that  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  was  altogether  unsound  and  unsubstantial.  He  would 
now  proceed  to  consider  what  he  regarded,  if  true,  as  the  only 
substantial  ground  alleged  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
the  removal  of  the  public  funds;  a  ground  which,  if  founded  in 
fact,  would  be  entitled  to  serious  consideration  by  this  hoii.^e. 

It  h.ad  been  alleged  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  the 
unusual  curtailments  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  frotn 
August  to  October,  bad  produced  such  extensive  embarrass- 
ment in  the  commercial  community,  as  rendered  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  trt  act  promptly  in  the 
business  of  removing  the  deposites,  and  not  even  wait  until 
congress  should  be  in  session.  Jf  this  were  true,  (said  Mr. 
McD.) — if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
liad  pursued  an  unusual  and  unjustifiable  course  in  the  cur 
tailment  of  its  discounts,  it  would  certainly  be  a  reason  of  very 
considerable  weight  toward  justifying  even  the  extreme  mea- 
sure resorted  to  by  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

But,  said  he,  what  are  the  facts?  We  are  told  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  that,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  Jst  ot' 
October,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  reduced  its  loans  to  the 
enormous  extent  of  between  six  and  sevtjn  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  the  fact  is,  that  the  bank,  from  the  Isi  of  August  to 
the  1st  of  October,  reduced  its  discounts  only  to  the  extent  of 
one  million  and  ten  thousand  dollars.  I  repeat,  that  the  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  (I  speak  technically),  were,  between  the 
dates  referred  to,  reduced  only  $1,010,000  dollars;  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  reduction  of  the  bank  loans,  if  you  choose  to  apply 
that  term  also  to  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  was  but  very  little 
more  than  four  million?  of  dollars.  Yet,  sir,  in  the  face  of  this 
fact,  we  are  officially  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
that  the  rerluction  of  discounts  by  the  bank  (or,  to  use  his  own 
peculiar  language),  the  colleotions  of  the  bank  from  the  coinmu- 
nity,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  1st  of  October,  amount  to 
upwards  of  six  millions  of  dollars!  And  how,  sir,  is  this  made 
out?  It  is  worth  while,  in  order  to  know  how  to  estimate  the 
weight  of  these  official  statements,  to  look  a  little  into  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  the  treasury  department  comes  to  its  finan- 
cial results.  We  find,  then,  sir,  that  these  ,f 6,334,000,  set  down 
as  the  amount  of  the  curtailments  of  the  hank,  are  made  up  of 
the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  notes  discounted,  and  bills  of 
exchange  paid;  to  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  adds  the 
increase  of  the  amount  of  public  deposites  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  from  August  to  October;  and  the  aggregate  of 
these  items  is  set  down  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  the 
fuin  which  the  bank  has  "collected  from  the  community"  in 
the  form  of  a  reduction  of  its  discounts.    This  statement  of  the 


matter,  whether  considered  technically  or  by  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense,  can  be  regarded  as  notiiing  les^  than  a  gross  attmipt 
to  impose  upon  the  comniiiiiily.  What  are  we  to  believe  ol  ilie 
truth  of  public  documents,  when  itiich  Btatements  as  this  are 
solemnly    put  forth  Iroin  the  treasury  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  McD.  then  went  on  to  explain  the  true  slate  of  liicts  in 
this  case.  He  would  admit,  he  said,  for  the  sake  of  aigument, 
(though  he  did  not  know  how  the  fact  was)  that  the  public  de- 
posites ill  the  bank  ot  the  United  States  had  increaseil,  within 
the  dates  referreil  to,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 
What  was,  in  etlect,  the  argument  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury on  this  fact?  Why,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  bound  in  good  failh  to  extend  its  diseonnts  in  pro|)ortion  to 
the  increase  of  the  dejiosites.  Yes,  the  bank,  which  had  been 
denounced  for  having  extended  its  discounts  too  far,  and  hav- 
ing thus  interfiered  with  the  jioliiics  of  the  country,  was  now  di  - 
nounced  by  the  same  authority  for  not  having  extended  its  dis- 
counts as  far  as  it  ought  to  have  done  upon  the  credit  ot  the 
deposites!  Could  any  thing  be  more  unjust,  more  caprieioiis, 
more  characteristic  of  the  iron  reign  of  despotism,  than  these 
contradictory  accusations,  all  groundless,  and  directly  lelutiiig 
one  another?  'I'he  direclor;-!  of  liie  bank  would  have  deservrd 
to  be  cashiered,  if  they  bad  done  as  the  secretary  has  argued 
that  they  should  have  done;  yet  here  it  was  gravely  set  down, 
as  a  proof  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  liad  produced  the 
pressure  on  the  commercial  community,  that  they  have  curtail 
ed  their  accommodations  to  the  exteiil  of  the  amount  of  the  jiub- 
lic  money  received  on  deposite! 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  goes  on  (said  Mr.  McD.)  and 
draws  a  very  strong  picture  of  the  (lublic  distress,  as  a  reasrui 
why  he  removed  the  deposites  on  the  first  day  of  October.     He 
tells  you  that  this  unprecedented  course,  on  the  part  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  made  it  necessary  for  the  state  banks  al.-o 
to  reduce  their  discounts,  and,  by  this  mode  of  compniatiun, 
makes  the  whole  reduction  of  discounts,  from  Aumi-t  to  Octo- 
ber, to  be  nine  millions  of  dollars;  and  then   estimates  thai  in 
two  months  more  the  reduction  would  have  amounted  to  nine- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  and  thus  have  put  ai+  end  to  trade,  and 
produced  exlreme  |»ressure.     Mr.  Mel),  vvent  on  to  demonstrate 
the  whole  of  this  reasoning  to  be  liillacious,  and  that  the  aelu.il 
reduction  of  discounts  has  not  been  more  than  one  eighth  of  ilie 
amount  of  the  public  deposites  removed   from  the  bank;  and, 
including  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  (which  he  showed  not  to 
be  properly  reckoned  with  Ihediscounful  notes),  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  half  of  the  amount  talvcn  from  the  means  of  tlie 
bank  by  the  removal  of  the  depo.-ites.     Mr.  McD.  referred  to  a 
statement  in  one  of  this  morning's  papers,  which  he  supposed 
must,  after  what  had  transpiied,  be  considered  semi-olficial, 
which  was  about  as  authentic  as  that  in  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury;  which  statement  was,  that  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  had   made  a  reduction  of  its  discounts,  since  the 
1st  of  August,  to  the  e/iormows  amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars.    In  point  of  fact,  Mr.  McD.  said,  the  curtailments  of  dis- 
counts from  1st  August  lo  this  time  amounted  to  but  tour  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars;  and  if  to  this  was  added  the  amount  of 
reduction  of  domestic  bills,  the  whole  amount  of  reduction  was 
but  ten  millions  of  dollars.     Let  it  be  remembered  also,  said  he, 
that  not  only  has  the  bank  been  deprived  of  the  amount  of  the 
government  deposites,  but  it  has  also  been  subjected,  in  the  in- 
ierveniiig  time,  to  all   the  inconvenience  resulting  from  i\\e  ge- 
neral panic  which  tlii.s  measure  of  removing  the  deposites  irad 
produced  in  the  community.     Against  the  eonseiiiunees  ofthi.s 
panic,  common   prudimee  required  the    bank  to   protect  itself; 
and  its  officers  would  have  been  faithless  to  their  duty,  if  it  had' 
not  done  so. 

Mr.  McD.  went  on  to  animadvert  upon  and  refute  other  of 
the  arguments  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  against  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank.  He  particularly 
referred  to,  and  ridiculed,  the  charge,  that  the  bank  had  increas- 
ed its  specie  within  two  months,  to  the  amount  of  639,760  dol- 
lars, which  sum,  the  secretary  believes,  was  "chiefly  drawn 
from  the  state  banks;"  wherwas  the  fact  appears,  in  the  verv 
.<ame  paragraph  of  the  report,  that,  instead  of  drawing  specie 
from  the  state  banks,  as  the  secretary  says  be  believes  it  lo  bave 
done,  the  balances  due  from  those  very  banks  had  been  permit- 
ted to  increase  within  the  same  two  months,  from  ,"^.368,969  to 
2,288,000  dollars.  These  were  the  facts,  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
the  secretary's  inferences.  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  even  if  the 
facts  were  true  which  the  secretary  alleges;  even  if  the  curtail- 
ments of  its  discounts  by  the  bank  had  been  much  greater  than 
it  is;  and  even  if  all  the  sufl'ering  of  the  country  bad  resulted 
from  these  curtailments  by  the  bank,  the  executive  government 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
responsible  therefor  to  the  people  of  this  country.  And  Mr. 
McD.  confessed,  that  he  had  never  in  his  life  met  with  a  mOre 
unfair,  uncandid,  ami  Jesuitical  argument  than  that  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  intended  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  pub- 
lie  sufl^ering  on  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McDuffie  referred  especially  to  a  passage  in  the  seeret.i- 
ry's  report,  which  he  read,  as  follows:  "The  capacity  of  tbe 
bank,  therefore,  at  this  time,  to  affitrd  facilities  to  coinmerce^ 
was  not  only  equal,  but  greatly  superior  to  what  it  had  been  for 
some  time  before;  and  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  made  of  the 
state  banks, confined  as  it  was  to  the  four  principal  commercial 
cities,  showed  that  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  entire  de- 
posites from  the  bank,  so  as  to  distress  it,  was  not  contemplat- 
ed. And  if  any  apprehensions  to  the  contrary  were  felt  by  the 
bank,  an  inquiry  at  this  department  would  no  doubt  have  been 
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promptly  and  satitifaclorily  ansswered.  [I  wonder,  said  Mr. 
McD.  ivho  would  have  aii&vvered  it.]  And  certainly  it  was  tl)e 
duty  of  the  bank,  [here,  sir,  is  the  nice  question  for  casuists] 
before  it  adopted  a  course  oppressive  to  the  country,  to  be  sure 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  aeifd.  it  can  never  be  justified  for 
infiicting  a  public  injury,  by  allejjing  mistaken  opinions  of  its 
own,  when  ilie  means  (if  obtaining;  information,  absolutely  cer- 
tain, were  so  obviously  within  its  reach." 

Now,  sir,  did  the  secretary  suppose  tliat  we  have  forn;ot,ten 
the  executive  manifesto  of  September  last.''  Did  he  su|)pose 
that  we  have  so  soon  forgotten  that  the  president,  one  higher  in 
authority  than  him,  had  declared,  that,  on  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, at  farthest,  or  sooner,  if  the  arrangements  could  be  made, 
the  deposiies  should  be  removed.'  Was  not  the  bank  bound  to 
give  credit  to  that  statemt;nt.''  and  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  the  bank 
might  have  come  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject?  Why,  sir,  v:ho  was  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury at  the  lime.''  Mr.  Duane  was  still  secretary  of  the  treasuiy; 
^and  what  sort  of  information  could  he  have  given  on  the  sub 
Ject.''  VVh^tdid  lie  know  of  the  movements  of  the  governmenl, 
jnore  than  was  known  to  tiie  pnl)licr  The  whole  movement  of 
the  government,  on  this  occasion,  was  siicli  as  to  make  it  tlie 
duty  of  the  bank  to  consider  the  proposed  measure  of  removing 
the  deposites  as  already  ydopted.  Yet,  sir,  when  the  executive 
has  brought  this  great  calamity  upon  the  community,  ami  finds 
the  cry  of  public  distress  coming  back  upon  him  in  tones  of 
thunder,  his  secretary  turns  round  and  says,  it  was  not  I  that 
did  it:  'lis  the  bank — that  monster — that  heartless  tyrant,  the 
bank,  that  has  done  all  this,  without  necess^ity  and  in  gratifica- 
tion of  purely  vindictive  feelings.  It  is  in  vain,  sir,  for  the  go- 
vernment to  produce  a  state  of  public  sufl'ering,  as  it  has  done, 
and  then  turn  round  ami  attempt  to  make  the  bank  responsible 
for  injustice  and  tyranny  all  its  own. 

Mr.  McD.  then  proceeded  to  answer  another  of  the  charges 
against  the  bank,  viz:  that  of  having  made  discounts   by   the 
agency  of  an  exchange  committee,  consisting  of  less  than  seven 
members.     He  sliewed  that  this  arrangement  was  as  old  as  the 
aflminislration  of  Mr.  Chcves,  and  tlial  it  did  not  at  all  conflict 
with  the  provision  of  tlie  charter  which  requires  seven  members 
to  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  board  of  directors.     This  board 
Mr.  McD.  likened  to  the  legislative  authority  in  a  government, 
and  the  committees  which  it  appoints  to  the  executive  depart 
ments  for  carrying  into  efiVct  the  acts  of  the  legislature.     If  the 
appointment  and  action  of  this  exchange  committee  had  been 
authorised  by  the  board  of  directors,  that  was  a  sufficient  com- 
pliance with  the  law.     The  board  of  ^lirectors  lay  down  the  law; 
they  create  the  rul<;,  and  execute  it  either  by  the  president  or 
cashier,  or  both,  or  by  conmiiltees  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
This,  he  argued,  was  the  universal  practice  in  bairks,  and  it 
must  necessarily  be  so.     The  whole  board  of  directors  cannot 
act  in  every  case.     The  (iresident  of  the  United  States  himself 
(said  Mr.  McD.)  would  find  himself  a  little  incumbered  if  we 
were  to  tell  him  that  he  should  not  perform  his  duties  without 
xjur  co-operation  in  a  body.     The  constitution  of  the  U.  States 
prescribes  what  sirall  constitute  a  quorum  of  each  house  of  con- 
gress, and  what  shall  give  the  effect  of  law  to  any  bill  they  shall 
pass.     But  I  imagine  the  executive  of  the  United  States  would 
find  himself  a  little  incommoded,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  if  the 
presence  of  all  the  posse  eommitatus  of  congress  was  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  execute  a  law  after  it  was  passed.     This  idle 
and  refuted  charge,  however  was  one  upon  which  the  president 
]o,f  the  United  States  had  deemed  it  necessary  and  proper  to  in- 
terpose and  remove  the  deposites,  when,  if  there  had  been  in 
reality  any  Biibstance  in  the  charge,  the  charter  of  the  bank  it 
self  indicated  the  only  way  in  which  the  president  was  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  a  case.     If  the  bank  had  in  fact  violated  its  char- 
ter, in  the  opiition  of  the  president,  he  might,  by  looking  into 
ithe  charier  of  the  bank,  have  eeen  what  cnui-se  he  should  have 
pursued:  he  would  have  learnt,  not  that  he  himself  should  de- 
-termijae  that  the  bank  had  violated  its  charter,  for  the  law  gave 
iiim  no  such  p<»wer — No,  but  that  he  might  take  out  a  scire fa- 
/cias  to  try  the  question  whether  the  bank  had  violated  its  char- 
ter or  not.    This  proceeding^  however,  was  not  so  corrgenial  to 
his  purpose  as  the  summary  one  he  chose  in  preference.     Why 
did  not  the  executive  resort  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales 
for  redress,  if  wrong  was  supposed.'    Recause,  Mr.  McD.  said, 
he  did  not  believe  that  a  respectable  lawyer  conid  have  been 
found  who  would  stand  up  in  the  supreme  court  against  the 
bank  on  such  a  question  as  this. 

{Mr.  McD.  here  entered  into  a  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
the  bxnk,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  three  per  cerrt. 
debt,  and  the  claim  of  damages  upon  the  return  of  the  protest- 
ed bill  upon  the  French  government,  upon  eacl)  of  which  points 
he  made  an  argument.] 

But  now,  sir,  I  come  to  that  charge  which,  I  presume,  has 
b«en  the  gove/ning  consideration  with  the  president  in  taking 
this  important  step.  The  bank,  we  are  told,  attempted  to  ac- 
quire political  influence  and  power.  That  is  the  charge.  Now 
for  the  proof. 

The  first  proof  adduced  is,  that  the  directors  of  the  bank 
passed  a  resolution  empowering  the  president  of  the  institution 
to  expend  th«  money  of  the.  hank  in  the  publication  of  docu- 
ments of  a  public  nature  relating  to  its  affairs.  And  as  this  is  a 
very  grave  charge,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  broirght 
it  forvvard,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  resolutioit 
itself.     I  will  read  it. 

'•Resolved,  That  the  president  is  hereby  autliorised  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  an<<  eirculated,  such  documents  and  papers  as 


may  communicate  to  the  people  information,  in  regard  lo  the 
nature  and  operations  of  the  bank." 

Tliis  sir,  on  the  reading  of  it,  would  seem  to  he  a  very  Irafnt- 
less  resolittion;  but  the  president  seems  to  regard  it  as  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  and  formidable  resolutions  that  ever  was 
[)assed:  in  his  opinion  it  is  a  re.-olution  which  gives  the  presi- 
dent of  the  barrk  a  power  to  shake  the  fotimiations  of  our  public 
happiness,  and  so  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  country.  What 
an  irrdifterejit  spectator  would  take  to  be  a  very  simple  reso}u- 
tion,  authorisiirg  an  officer  of  the  bank  to  publish  certain  pa- 
pers calculated  to  throw  light  on  its  afl^airs,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
president,  clothes  him  with  little  less  than  the  whole  "fiscal  anil 
military  power  of  this  nation.  We  are  told  by  the  president 
that,  under  this  resolution,  "the  expenditures  purporting  to 
have  been  made  under  authority  of  this  resolution,  during  the 
years  1831  and  1832,  were  about  $80,000.  For  a  portion  of 
these  expenditures  vouchers  were  rendered,  fsorn  which  it  ap- 
pears that  they  were  iircurred  in  the  purchase  of  .-.orne  hun- 
dred thousand  copies  of  newspapers,  reports  and  speeches, 
made  in  congress;  reviews  of  the  veto  message,  and  reviews  of 
speeches  against  the  bank.  &c.  &c.  For  another  large  portion 
no  vouchers  whatever  were  rendered,  but  the  various  sums 
were  paid  on  orders  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  making  refer- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  lllh  March,  1831."  Why,  sir, 
the  president  seenrs  to  have  ar;  intuitive  abhorrence  of  trusting 
any  executive  authority  of  any  kind  to  any  body  but  hiinself. 
The  bank,  he  thinks,  cannot  delegate  such  a  power;  nor  can 
tlie  president,  as  an  executive  officer,  exercise  it,  although  he 
has  his  eonstilupnts  close  at  his  bank,  and  they  may  inspect 
his  doings  every  week.  The  resolution  is  most  dangerous.  It 
will  work  infinite  mischief.  There  is  no  telling  the  extent  of 
the  evil  it  may  produce. 

Sir,  when  f  look  back  to  what  we  have  done  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; when  [  look  at  the   powers  now,  at  this  moment,  in  the 
president  of  the  Urrited  States,  I  cannot  hut  be  astonished  that 
/ic  should   be  the  man  thus  to   nrake  momitains  of  a  molehill. 
What  is  the  power  he  holds  now,  at  this  time?    How  much  of 
the  public  treasure  have  you  put  into  his  hands,  and  that  in  di- 
rect connexion  with  the  military  power?     Is  it  twenty  millions? 
Is  it  strclr  a  sum  as  the  whole  capital  of  this  bank?     No.     It  is 
two  thousand  millions,  if  he  shall  choose  to   take  so  much. 
The  whole  treasure  of  the  country  you  have  placed  uncondi- 
tioirally  in  his  hands,  and  this  at  his  oivn  special  instance.     But 
all  that  was  perfectly    fair:    no   danger  in   that.     Sir,  this   so 
strongly  remirrds  me  of  another  Dutch  anecdote,  that  1  cannot 
resist  my  inclination  to  tell  it;  especially  now  that  I  have  got  in 
the  way  of  telling  Dutch  anecdotes.     I  like  them — they  are  so 
very  apposite  at  times,  and  the  wisdom  of  that  nation  is  so 
strongly  apparent  in  their  very  eccentricities.     I  shall  not,  sir, 
give  this  one  any  location.     I  will  not  say  that  this  happened  at 
Kinderhook,  lest  possibly  some  question  might  arise.     In  a  cer- 
tain Dutch  vicinity,  a  lottery  had  been  authorised,  and  all  the 
neighborhood  assembled  on  the  day  appointed  to  witness  the 
turning  of  the  wheel.     Presently  one  of  them  drew  a  blank; 
very  strong  dissatisfaction  was  manifested:  soon  after  another 
blaitk  was  drawtt,  and  the  discotrtenl  increased.     At  the  draw- 
ing of  a  third  blank,  a  large  bully  who  lived  hard  by,  threatened 
vvith  his  hickory  an  attack  upon  the  wheel, which  would  inevi- 
tably have  smashed  the  whole  coircern  into  atoms,  declaring, 
as  he  flourished  his  cudgel,  that  the  whole  affair  was  "a  piece 
of  villainous  cheatery."    During  the  trepidation  occasioned  by 
so  formidable  an  assailant,  and  the  fears  of  the  company  for 
the  safely  of  the  money  invested,  up  steps  a  friend  of  the  bully 
with  great  delight  in  his  coimtenance,  and  said  to  him,  "have 
you  heard  the.good  news?    You  have  drawn  the  highest  prize." 
"What!  ha!  the  highest  prize?    It  is  as  fair  a  thing  as  ever 
was."    [Here  the  speaker  ordered  the  sergeant-at  arms  to  pre- 
serve order  in  the  galleries].     Thus,  sir,  when  the  directors  o 
the  bank  entrust  their  president  with  the  eironnous  power  of 
printing  a  few  documents  and  pamphlets,  it  is  alarming  in  the 
extreme.     But  when  the  nation  clothes  him  with  a  power  a 
thousand  times  more  dangerous,  "it  is  as  fair  a  thing  as  ever 
was."    [Here  the  chair  again  interposed  to  preserve  order]. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  extent  of  this  formidable  operation? 
We  are  told  by  the  president,  that,  tinder  this  resolution  of  the 
directors,  the  president  of  the  barrk  expended  upwards  of 
80,000  dollars.  But  when  you  come  to  investigate  and  look  at 
the  items,  you  find  that  the  book  will  show  that  more  than 
half  this  sum  was  laid  out  for  other  objects,  belonging  to  the 
ordinary  incidental  expettses  of  the  institution,  and  the  sum  in 
fact  expettded  for  the  publishing  of  these  various  documents 
was  no  more  than  46.000  dollars.  I  state  this,  not  because  the 
amount  is  at  all  nraterial,  but  merely  in  order  to  show  what  is 
the  correi'tttess  of  these  public  pap<'rs  submitted  to  congress  by 
the  president  and  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasttry.  Now  when 
the  president  asks  gravely  of  this  house,  and  the  secretary  fol- 
lows suit,  whether  the  money  of  the  United  States  ought  to  re- 
main in  a  bank  that  thus  conducts  itself,  I  call  upon  tlie  house 
to  say  what  has  been  the  cotidnct  of  the  president  himself  a.«i 
put  in  comparison  with  that  of  this  bank?  I  wish  to  God  the 
executive  officer  had  fulfilled  his  trusts  as  faithfully  as  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  have  done.  It  is  worth  while,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  compare  their  conduct  as  agents  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank  with  that  of  the  president  as  agent  for  the  jreople  of 
the  U.  Stat(!s,  who  are  also  stockholders  in  the  same  institution. 
Sir,  what  is  the  connexion  of  the  presidetrt  with  this  bank  at  all? 
His  only  corrnexion  with  it  is  as  an  agent  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  stockholders.     He  is  as  much  the  agent  of  the  stockholders 
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who  own  the  United  States'  stock  in  the  bank  as  Mr.  Biddle  is 
the  agt^nt  of  the  other  stockhohlers.  What  is  llie  duty  of  such 
an  agtMil.'  Maiiifi'slly,  to  niaiiUiiin  the  credit  of  the  hank;  to 
incriTa^e  the  circulalh)h  ot  its  paper;  to  iii<.'inctit  its  <;(;iHral 
Hscfiihiesi!!  to  ttie  cniiiilry;  and,  at  ihi;  same  limi;,  to  ohlarj,'i;  Ihc 
profits  of  Mie  stockhohletri.  Tliis  is  the  ohvious  and  tlie  sacrid 
duty  of  every  one  \vi)0  sustains  the  ciiaracter  of  an  a<^f;nt,  not 
exct-piingtlio  president  ot  the  United  Slati's.  Well,  sir,  tlicn 
compare  the  conduct  of  one  of  «lie««  agents  wiili  tliat  ot  the 
otiter.  For  the  last  two  years  wliat  iU''*'-  Uiey  been  doin^?  Tiie 
president  of  tlie  bank  lias  been  exerting' *'i'«f't«  of  tlie  higliest 
order,  day  and  night,  witii  untiring  industry  aW'l  perseverance, 
for  the  good  of  the  bank.  But  what  has  the  pr.>"''cnt  of  the 
United  States  been  doin^?  Has  lie  lieen  endeavorini;  to  .support 
its  character  and  credit?  to  render  its  stock  profitubk^''  to  e^tcT'd 


counts,  in  six  months,  from  forty-two  millions  to  seventy  mil- 
lions, for  political  purposes. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Every  man  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
hanking,  knows  pcrleclly  well,  lliiit,  for  every  dollar  in  the 
vaults  of  a  bank,  its  directors  irniy  sah  ly  issue  notei^  for  more 
llian  a  dollar.  Tlie  ordinary  rule  is  to  issue  two  for  one;  though 
some  banks,  in  New  Vork,  I  believe,  exceed  even  this  propor- 
tion. When  the  bank,  therefore,  collected  eleven  millions  of 
dollars  it  had  loaned,  it  might,  on  that  amount,  have  issued 
tw(;nty-two  millions  of  its  notes.  So  that  the  extraordinary 
increase  of  aceoininodalions,  of  which  so  much  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  made,  turns  out  to  be  no  more  than  what  was 
the  natural  and  legitimate  effect  of  the  augmented  cash  capital 
in  the  vaults  of  the  bank. 

But  there  is  one  view  of  tlii.3  case  I  cannot  omit  presenting 


,s,  an  unpreCedentedly  large  commercial  debt:  and  an  iinpre- 
ieiited  record  o;'.''=i'>'<  accommodations.     And  this  period,  se- 


lls circulation  and  increase  its  general  utility  to  the  country.'  I  ''^  tl'«  ''"use.     We  all  know  that  the  year  1831  was  a  year  of 
Sir,  he  has  been  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  destroy  the  bank,    m.nreredtntedly  large  importations;  so  much  so,  that  the  like 
and  all  connected  with  it.     This  has  been   his  daily  and  his    had  noi  be^ii  known  in  fifteen  years  before.     The  consequence 
nightly  effort;  and  this  he  has  sworn  to  accomplish,  be  the  con- 
sequences what  they  may.     At  a  time  when  the  credit  of  the 
bank  was  as  good  as  it  is  at  this  moment,  that  is,  as  good  as 
that  of  .tny  bank  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  president  comes 
liere  and  tells  this  house  that  the  public  deposites  are  not  safe 
in  its  vaults!     And  this,  sir,  is  the  conduct  of  a  man  who  is  the 
agent  of  stockholders  in  this  very  bank.     Sir,  could  there  be  a 
kighe/ honor  to  the  bank  tlian  the  fact,  that  notwithstanding 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  the  whole  executive  department 
of  this  government  to  destroy  it,  its  credit  has  remained  unsha- 
ken!    Nothing  could  demonstrate  more  the  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight with  which  its  affairs  have  been  conducted.     It  has  with- 
stood the  president  of  the  United   States,  together  with   the 
whole  army  of  brokers  and  stock  jobbers  at  his   heels.     Sir, 
there  is  not  a  bank  in  the  world  that  would  have  stood  such  an 
attack.    The  bank  of  England  would  have  fallen  under  it.    The 
credit  of  the  bank  at  this  moment  teaches  a  lesson  to  all  those 
who  attempt  to  handle  instruments  with  sharp  edges.     It  teach- 
es a  salutary  lesson  to  officers  of  government  who  step  out  of 
their  own  sphere  to  meddle  with  that  which  they  do  not  under 
stand.     Here  is  a  bank  which  the  whole  governmental  power 
of  this  country  endeavored  to  shake,  and  at  tiiis  hour  it  is  the 
only  moneyed  institution  in  the  land  which  stands  unshaken. 
They  attempted  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  while  they  have  shaken  or  destroyed  the  credit  of 
every  other  bank  in  the  community,  the  credit  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  stands  on  a  rock  of  adamant. 

Sir,  I  have  been  told,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth 
of  the  information,  that,  so  far  from  pursuing  the  vindictive  po- 
licy with  which  it  has  been  charged,  instead  of  endeavoiing  to 
crush  every  state  bank  in  the  country,  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  has  within  a  few  days  tendered  the  loan  of  $50,000  to 
one  of  the  state  banks  which  was  subject  to  a  heavy  run  and  in 
danger  of  embarrassment  in  consequence.  If  this  is  so,  it  is  a 
proof  that  this  bank  is  capable  of  acting  with  a  magnanimity 
which  we  certainly  need  not  have  looked  to  find  in  another 
quarter  which  I  might  name  under  similar  circumstances. 

Allow  me  here  to  remark  that  the  remaval  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank,  even  if  it  had  occasioned  no  extraordinary  pres- 
sure on  the  community,  and  no  failures  among  our  merchants, 
would  produce  a  diminution  of  the  annual  income  of  the  trea- 
sury of$l40,000.  Assuming  the  amount  of  bank  deposites  at 
ten'millions,  the  profits  at  7  per  cent,  would  be  ,f  700,000.  Of 
this,  one  fifth  would  be  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  $140,000:  this  amount  is  curtailed  from  the  public  re- 
ceipts by  this  measure. 

But  another  proof  very  gravely  put  forth  in  support  of  the 
charge  that  the  bank  has  sought  political  power,  is  the  fact, 
that,  during  the  period  from  January  '31  to  May  '32  the  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  were  enormously  extended.  The  charge  is, 
that  its  loans  during  that  time  were  increased  from  forty  two 
millions  to  seventy  millions:  being  an  increase  of  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars  in  six  months.  Now,  sir,  I  beg  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  statistical  facts  of  this  case,  because  they  go 
to  show  what  is  the  character  of  this  charge:  and  I  here  say, 
that,  under  the  semblance  of  an  official  statement,  there  never 
was  a  grosser  attempt,  by  misrepresentation,  to  deceive  this 
body. 

The  loans  of  the  bank  increased,  it  is  said,  from  forty  two 
millions  to  seventy  millions.     Now,  sir,  what  is  the  fact?    The 
discounts  of  the  bank,  on  the  1st  January,  1831,  were  thirty- 
three  millions;  and  on  the  1st  May,  1839,  they  were  no  more 
than  forty-seven  millions,  showing  a  difference  of  fourteen  mil- 
lions only,  instead  of  twenty-eight  millions,  as  asserted.     Just 
one  half.    The  secretary  has    only   doubled   the   amount.     I 
speak  of  actual  loans  by  discount.     But  this  is  not  all.     The 
secretary  suppresses  the  fact,  that  the  bank  had,  within  that 
time,  been  repaid  more  tlian  eight  millions,  which  it  had  loaned 
to  government.     And  he  suppresses  the  further  fact,  that  it  had 
also  been  repaid  $2,387,000,  loaned  in  England.     Here,  then, 
was  an  increase  of  cash  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  within  those 
six  months,  of  about  eleven  millions  of  dollars.     This  fact,  I 
say,  the  secretary  has  suppressed;  and,  I  must  believe,  sup- 
pressed it  intentionally,  with  an  intention  to  impose  upon  con- 
gress; because  the  fact  is  of  a  nature  not  to  be  overlooked.     It 
accounts  for  the  increase  of  discounts  by  a  large  increase  of 
funds;  and  it  shows  that,  in  fact,  the  extension  of  discounts  was 
little  else  than  a  mere  change  of  credits.    The  bank  received 
in  its  money  from  one  debtor,  and  lent  it  to  another.    Yet  the 
idea  here  held  out  to  us  is,  that  the  bank  increased  its  dis- 
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lected  as  that  of  attack,  -''  pi-ecisely  the  period  in  which  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  will  be  tuu.'.>d  worthy  of  all  commendaiioii. 
The  bank  looked  at  the  condition  of  t.'ie  country;  it  husbanded 
all  its  resources,  and,  with  a  wise  and  patrioli"^-  policy,  it  ex- 
tended its  accommodations.  And  but,  sir,  for  this  course  on 
the  part  of  that  institution,  the  consequence  must  inevitably 
have  been  universal  bankruptcy.  Sir,  I  well  recollect  the 
gloomy  and  lugubrious  anticipations  of  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  at  that  time,  (Mr.  Camhreleng).  He  told  us  that  the 
bank,  by  its  profuse  accommodations,  had  induced,  had  se- 
duced, rather,  the  merchants  of  our  countjy  into  making  exces- 
sive importations.  That  ruin  was  inevitable;  nothing  could 
save  the  country.  Well,  sir,  and  what  took  place?  Was  the 
country  ruined?  No,  sir;  the  bank  saved  it  from  ruin.  Though 
the  importations  were  so  large,  and  the  consequent  debt  so 
enormous,  yet  the  country  passed  through  the  threatening  pe- 
riod, without  even  a  struggle.  By  the  wise  management  of  the 
bank,  it  was  eased  down,  and  all  went  smootiily.  Sir,  the 
merchants  v»'ould  not  fail,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman  had 
prophecied  it.  And  the  failure  of  his  prophecies  should  teach 
us  to  give  credit  to  the  bank  for  having  accomplished  what  our 
wisest  political  economists  had  deemed  to  be  impossible. 

Well,  sir,  here  is  one  of  the  proofs  to  show  that  the  bank  in- 
terfered with  president  Jackson's  election.  Tke  secretary  asks 
"can  any  reason  be  assigned  for  this  departure  from  the  course 
which  the  interests  of  a  moneyed  corporation,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  country,  obviously  require?  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
sufficient  justification  has  been  offered.  And  this  extraordina- 
ry increase  of  its  loans,  made  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  at 
such  a  period  of  its  charter,  and  upon  the  eve  of  a  severely 
contested  election  of  president,  in  which  the  bank  took  an  open 
and  direct  interest,  demonstrates  that  it  was  using  its  money 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  hold  upon  the  people  of  this 
country,  in  order  to  operate  upon  their  fears,  and  to  induce 
them,  by  the  apprehension  of  ruin,  to  vote  against  the  candi- 
date whom  it  desired  to  defeat." 

Here,  sir,  is  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  setting  himself  up 
to  judge  what  the  interests  of  a  great  moneyed  institution  re- 
quire of  it,  when  it  is  notorious  that  the  bank,  after  doing  all 
this,  and  making  all  this  unheard  of  departure  from  the  princi- 
ples of  banking,  is  at  this  moment  the  most  sound  and  solvent 
institution  of  the  kind  in  the  whole  world.  It  has  not  failed,  as 
it  should  have  done;  and  now  it  is  brought  up  in  judgment,  and 
denounced  for  its  imprudence,  when  the  facts  have  proved  that 
it  passed  through  the  supposed  crisis  with  all  ease  and  safety, 
and  at  the  same  time  saved  the  country  from  embairassment 
and  ruin. 

This,  sir,  is  the  main  proof  adduced  by  the  president  and  his 
secretary  in  support  of  their  charge  against  the  bank.  They 
cannot  conceive  any  other  motive  for  such  a  course  on  the 
part  of  the  bank,  unless  it  must  have  been  to  interfere  with  the 
election  of  general  Jackson  to  the  presidency!  Unfortunately, 
however,  a  great  part  of  this  conduct  of  the  bank,  took  place 
long  before.  General  Jackson  was  elected  in  the  winter  of  1832; 
but  this  course  commenced  in  June,  1831,  and  reached  its  cul- 
minating point  in  May,  1832.  This  was  before  it  was  known 
what  course  he  would  take  in  relation  to  the  bank,  before  his 
veto  had  made  its  appearance.  Sir,  all  I  shall  say  farther  on 
this  point,  is,  that  the  intellect  must  be  horribly  perverted,  which 
can  see  in  tliis  noble  policy  nothing  but  an  interference  in  tlie 
president's  election. 

I  have  now  gone  through  all  those  charges  against  the  bank, 
which  are  worthy  of  consideration:  and  now  call  the  house  to 
the  urgent  considerations  which  impel  us  to  act  on  a  subject 
so  important.  I  need  not  tell  this  house  of  the  alarm,  the  em- 
barrassment, the  utter  juin,  which  is  impending  over  the  com- 
munity. I  need  not  refer  to  the  accounts  which  are  coming  in 
upon  us  by  every  mail.  You  can  look  neither  on  the  right  hand 
nor  the  left,  but  you  see  the  public  distress  and  dismay.  Sir, 
shall  we  do  nothing  to  arrest  this  desolating  torrent?  Shall  we 
not  interpose  our  constitntional  power,  and  save  the  country 
from  the  effects  of  executive  usurpation?  Surely  we  are  called 
upon  by  the  most  solemn  considerations  connected  with  liberty 
and  the  constitution.  The  executive  power  has  seized  upon 
the  public  treasure;  where  is  it? — where  has  it  fled? — No  man 
here  can  tell.  By  what  authority  has  it  been  taken  out  of  the 
bank?  Let  any  man  answer  me  that.  Sir,  let  us  vindicate 
the  power  of  this  house,  now  set  at  nought.    Let  us  show 
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this  president  that  if  he  attempts  to  compel  the  free  judg- 
ment of  this  body  by  foresicilliiig  us,  he  shall  not  accomplisii 
his  purpose.  Sir,  why  did  he  not  wait  till  congress  met?  I 
will  tell  you  why.  He  feared  that,  if  he  did,  he  could  not 
get  a  majority  of  tliis  house  to  do  what,  wiien  once  done,  he 
hoped  to  get  a  majority  to  sanction.  Sir,  the  president  is  a 
military  man,  lie  knows  what  has  often  been  the  eifect  of  a 
leader  throwing  himself  at  once  into  the  breach  iiiid  calling  lipon 
his  troops  to  follow  him.  This  was  the  reason,  sir.  He  has 
done  the  deed.  And  now  his  secretary  comes  here  with,  I  had 
almost  said,  the  impudent  pretext,  that  the  calamity  of  the  coun- 
try produced  by  the  bank  was  so  pressing  that  he  dared  not 
wait.  Dared  not  wait,  sir!  He  had  only  to  say,  the  president 
will  not  act  till  congress  shall  meet,  and  all  embarrassment 
■would  have  been  at  an  end.  But  no,  sir.  The  executive  thrust 
himself  forward,  and  placed  things  in  such  a  posture  that  he 
hoped  congress  would  be  cut  off  from  exercising  its  own  free 
agency.  Why,  sir,  what  have  we  already  heard?  A  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Beardsley),  says,  he  is  alarmed  that  the 
idea  should  even  be  mentioned  of  having  thedeposites  restored; 
he  says  it  is  impossible;  the  country  is  so  embarrassed  it  can 
never  stand  it.  The  deposites  are  gone,  they  can  never  go 
back.  Well,  sir,  it  is  true  that  their  restoration  might  produce 
some  difficulty,  and  for  this  reason  I  made  my  resolution  per- 
spective in  its  form.  For  though  it  would  be  no  more  than 
strict  justice  to  compel  the  restoration  of  what  has  been  unlaw- 
fully and  oppressively  taken  away,  I  had  rather  indemnify  the 
bank  than  distress  the  country. 

I  know  I  shall  be  told  that  the  picture  of  the  public  distress  is 
exaggerated.  Indeed,  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van- 
derpoel),  has  courteously  said  to  the  house  that  it  is  "all  hum- 
bug." Sir,  it  is  a  melancholy  humbug.  I  ask,  is  there  any 
man  now,  (whatever  might  have  been  the  case  the  other  day), 
is  there  one  here  who  will  now  say  that  the  alarm  is  unfounded? 
Or  will  any  man  in  his  senses  say  to  me,  and- to  this  people,  that 
it  is  not  the  removal  of  the  deposites  which  has  caused  that 
distress?  I  presume  there  is  not  one  here  who  will  have  the 
audacity.  Sir,  I  had  no  conception  of  what  the  miserable  tam- 
pering of  the  government  had  produced.  I  have  been  astonish- 
ed, on  reading  my  letters,  to  discover  the  extent  of  the  alarm, 
and  the  misery  it  is  producing.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  mer- 
chants. It  cannot  be  confined  to  them.  What  touches  them 
must  ultimately  touch  all.  It  is  a  wave,  that,  once  raised,  will 
not  subside  till  it  has  flowed  over  the  entire  face  of  the  com- 
munity. 

.  [Mr.  McD.  here  alluded  to  facts  in  the  reduction  of  the  price 
of  cotton,  and  argued  to  show  that  it  had  been  produced  by  the 
scarcity  of  money  consequent  upon  tlie  derangement  of  the 
currency.] 

So  much,  sir,  for  an  interest  which  I  personally  understand. 
And  I  can  readily  conceive,  if  such  is  the  effect  on  the  plante^rs, 
what  it  must  be  on  those  whose  property  lies  in  stocks.  [He 
here  alluded  to  the  fall  in  the  Girard  bank  stock,  from  70  to  54 
per  cent.] 

Sir,  cried  Mr.  McD.  in  what  is  this  to  end?  What  is  to  be  the 
consummation?  I  do  not  profess  to  know  exactly  what  is  the 
object;  but  I  can  tell  you  what  the  end  must  certainly  be— the 
sacrifice  of  the  honest  and  the  industrious,  to  make  princes  of 
brokers,  speculators  and  stock  jobbers.  Tiiat  will  be  the  end. 
And  are  we  not  called  on  by  every  solemn,  by  every  weighty 
consideration  of  duty  to  the  country,  to  interpose  and  prevent  it? 
In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that,  if  you  sanction 
this  deed  of  the  executive,  you  will  add  to  all  the  private  and 
personal  distress  it  has  already  produced,  the  great  public  evil 
of  having  created  a  system  that  must  and  will  be  destructive  of 
the  public  liberty.  Before  we  meet  again,  this  system  of  bank- 
ing, if  permitted  to  succeed,  will  have  extended  itself  over  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  the  state  banks  will 
have  become  so  perfectly,  so  firmly  linked  together,  and  so  as 
sociated  with  the  political  purposes  of  the  government,  that  no 
human  power  can  rescue  us  from  the  hand  that  wields  the 
whole.  The  man  who  controls  a  bank,  controls  all  who  are 
indebted  to  that  bank;  and  thus,  by  sanctioning  the  meretricious 
union  of  money  with  power,  you  deliver  up  your  country  into 
chains  which  nothing  but  a  Divine  intei position  can  ever  break 
or  dissolve. 

Mr.  McDuffic,  about  half  past  3  o'clock,  having  suspended  his 
remarks,  the  house  adjourned. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Bank  United  States,  Nov.  5,  1833. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  ask  your  particular  attention  to  a  draft 
for  ^500,000,  in  favor  of  the  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank,  which 
has  been  brought  into  your  account  transmitted  by  this  day's 
mail. 

The  uniform  practice  has  been  for  the  treasury  to  transmit  to 
the  bank  a  weekly  statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  him  on  the 
bank  and  its  offices.  This  statement  in  its  terms  purports  to  be, 
and  has  always  been  deemed  to  be,  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
drafts  on  the  bank — so  well  understood  was  this,  that  when  an 
omission  was  brought  to  your  notice  by  my  predecessor,  you 
answered  on  the  15th  August,  18^9,  explaining  that  the  omis- 
sion was  accidental,  and  adiling,  "i  now  beg  leave  to  enclose  a 
filatement  of  1  he  transfer  referred  to,  and  will  cause  you  to  be 
properly  notified  of  such  as  may  be  directed  hereafter."  Never- 
theless, a  draft  for  $'100,000  on  the  office  of  this  hank  in  Balti- 
more in  favor  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  and  a  draft  on 
this  bank,  also  in  favor  of  the  Union  Hank  of  Maryland,  for  a 


like  sum  of  $100,000,  of  which  drafts  no  mention  was  made  in 
the  lists  transmitted  to  the  bank,  have  been  pj-e*ented  and  paid. 

On  Saturday  the  2d  inst.  this  draft  for  $500,000  in  favor  of 
the  carhier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  was  presented,  although  since 
the  date  of  this  draft  nearly  a  month  had  elapsed,  and  we  have 
received  from  you  five  lists  of  drafts  in  which  this  was  not  men- 
tioned, yet  it  has  been  paid  from  a  desire  to  do  honor  to  any 
thing  which  bears  your  signature.  But  the  appearance  in  suc- 
cession of  these  large  drafts  without  being  notified  in  your  lists 
which  embrace  the  minutest  sums,  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  bank,  to  receive  your  instruction  in  regard  to 
them.  Will  you  therefore  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
whether  it  is  your  desire  that  these  lists  shall  serve  as  a  guide 
to  the  bank,  to  be  treated  as  letters  of  advice  of  the  drafts,  and 
forming  a  security  agRinst  the  payment  of  those  not  recognized 
by  you,  or  whether  you  authorise  the  payoient  of  drafts  bearing 
your  signature,  although  you  do  not  advise  the  bank  of  their 
having  been  issued? 

I  am,  &c.  S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

John  Campbell,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  Washington. 

Treasury  of  the  U.  S.  Nov.  8,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  of  certain  treasury  drafts  having  been  paid  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  ofTice  at  Baltimore,  the  is- 
suing of  which  had  not  been  notified  to  the  bank  in  the  weekly 
statement. 

The  general  practice  in  the  office  of  furnishing  to  the  bank  at 
the  close  of  each  week,  a  statement  of  the  drafts  and  warrants 
on  it  and  its  oflices,  issued  during  the  week  is  readily  acknow- 
ledged, a  practice  which  I  found  in  operation  when  I  entered 
the  treasury,  and  adopted  by  the  department,  I  presume,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  convenience  to  the  bank  in  settling  its  accounts 
with  its  branches,  and  with  this  office,  and  wui  of  security  to  the 
bank  as  you  have  supposed.  Desirous  to  afford  every  facility 
to  the  bank  in  its  transactions  with  this  office,  which  it  had  re- 
ceived from  my  predecessor,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  upon 
being  informed  that  the  transfer  drafts  had  been  omitted  in  the 
weekly  statements,  that  the  former  practice  should  be  con- 
tinued. 

The  drafts  in  question,  however,  were  not  of  the  usual  kind, 
and  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  usual  weekly  statement. 
They  were  issued  by  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
to  be  used  in  the  event  of  certain  contingencies,  upon  failure  of 
which  they  were  to  be  returned  to  the  treasury  and  cancelled. 
Hud  they  been  inserted  in  the  weekly  statement,  they  would 
have  led  at  once  to  a  deduction  from  the  treasurer's  account, 
when  it  was  hoped  and  expected  that  the  occasion  might  not 
arise  for  presenting  them  for  payment.  Upon  presenting  them 
for  this  purpose,  the  banks  in  whose  favor  they  were  drawn, 
were  instructed  to  give  immediate  notice  to  this  office,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  inserted  in  the  weekly  statements.  This  you 
will  find  was  accordingly  done,  by  referrins  to  the  statements 
of  the  12th  ult.  At  what  time  the  practice  of  furnishing  the  week- 
ly statements  originated  1  am  not  able  to  say,  but  the  only  use 
which  appeared  to  be  made  of  them  was  to  enable  the  hank  to 
keep  up  its  aggregate  account  with  the  treasury  and  the  bran- 
ches, as  before  stated. 

That  they  could  not  have  been  intended  "to  serve  as  letters 
of  advice  of  the  drafts,  or  as  ionn'mg?i  security  to  the  bank  against 
those  not  recognized  by  the  treasurer,"  is  evident  from  the  fact 
(among others),  that  the  draughts  reported  in  it,  being  issued  on 
any  day  in  the  week,  and  the  statement  not  sent  until  the  close 
of  the  business  on  Saturday,  must  in  most  cases  have  been  pre- 
sented and  paid  before  the  statement  came  to  hand.  It  was  ne- 
vertheless, not  intended  to  take  the  bank  by  surprise.  The 
holders,  as  I  understand,  were  requested  to  apprise  the  bank  of 
their  having  contingent  draughts  upon  it,  and  have  in  fact  been 
in  communication  with  the  bank  on  the  subject.  From  this 
statement  you  will  readily  perceive,  that  there  was  no  disposi- 
tion to  withhold  from  the  bank  any  information  that  had  been 
usual,  or  was  considered  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the 
bank.  The  information  was  not  considered  necessary,  as  no- 
tice to  the  bank  at  the  time  the  draughts  were  issued,  and  the 
office  had  provided  the  means,  and  was  in  the  course  of  furnish- 
ing the  information  in  time  to  answer  the  only  purpose  (or  which 
it  was  believed  to  have  been  used. 

The  only  draughts  now  out,  of  the  contingent  character  above 
stated,  and  which  have  not  been  introduced  into  the  weekly 
statements,  are  three  draughts  for  ,f  .")00,000  each,  on  the  branch  in 
Now  York  in  favor  of  the  hank  of  America,  Mechanics'  bank 
and  the  Manhattan  Co.  all  of  New  York.  In  the  course  of  next 
week,  I  shall  be  able  to  inform  you  whether  they  are  intended 
to  he  used,  or  to  be  returned  to  this  oflice.  If  they  are  present- 
ed by  the  proper  oflicer  of  the  respective  banks  above  stated, 
they  will,  I  hope  be  honored,  and  if  they  are  returned  I  shall 
immediately  advise  yon  of  it.  The  occasion  which  was  sup- 
posed to  make  draughts  of  this  description  proper  having  now 
passed,  I  am  instructed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  in- 
form you,  that  no  draughts  will  be  issued  but  such  as  are  in- 
tended to  be  presented  and  paid.  These  will  be  included  in 
the  weekly  statements  as  usual.  Whether  the  draughts  which 
may  be  presented  are  genuine  or  not,  or  payment  demanded  by 
the  person  lawfully  authorised  to  receive  it,  you  must  on  all  oc- 
casions as  heretofore  decide  for  yourself,  on  your  own  respon- 
sibility. I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 
.TOHN  CAMPBELL,  treasurer  U.  S. 
S.  Jaudon,  esq.  rnshicr  hank  of  U.  5. 
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Sank  of  the  U.  S.  Nov.  15,  1833. 
Sir:  I  !i;ive  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letters  of  the 
8th  instant  in  which  you  inform  ine  that  the  draughts  were 
issued  l»y  you  without  the  accustomed  notice  to  the  hank,  be- 
cause Ihey  "were  not  of  the  usual  kind,"  and  were  "issued  by 
tlie  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  be  used  in  the 
event  of  certain  contingencies." 

Without  feeling  myself  disposed  or  authorised  to  say  any 
thing  as  to  the  general  character  of  these  draughts,  I  arii  con- 
strained to  recur  to  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing  you 
that  such  draughts  are  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  present 
instructions  of  the  treasury,  that  it  has  become  necessary,  as 
well  for  the  treasury  as  for  the  bank,  either  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  drawing  without  notice,  or  else  to  make  the  instruc- 
tions conform  to  it. 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant  I  brought  to  yournotice  the  fact 
of  the  omission  of  the  draughts  on  the  weekly  statements,  be- 
cause the  draughts  being  drawn  on  distant  parts  of  the  estab- 
lishment, could  only  ho  known  to  the  bank  at  Philadel[)liia  by 
your  weekly  statements,  and  because  the  suppression  from  these 
weekly  lists  of  draughts  outstanding  for  many  weeks  seem  to 
require  some  explanation  should  be  requested.  Your  reply  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  notice  them  as  a  matter  of  security  to 
the  bank,  because  the  draughts  drawn  in  tl)e  course  of  the  week 
might  be  presented  before  the  list  sent  at  the  end  of  the  week 
eould  reach  the  bank,  is  undoubtedly  true.  The  weekly  lists 
are  for  the  general  information  of  the  bank,  but  you  are  perfect- 
ly aware,  that  in  order  to  supply  this  very  defect  in  the  weekly 
statements,  and  for  the  very  express  ptirpose  of  giving  a  notice 
contemporaneous  with  the  draft  itself,  you  furnish  a  daily  list  to 
the  bank,  and  to  every  branch  drawn  upon,  of  the  draughts 
drawn  upon  them  respectively  on  that  day,  and  this  with  the 
avowed  specified  object  of  guarding  the  bank  against  frauds. 
Your  circular  and  "confidential"  letter  to  the  cashier  of  the 
bunk,  aud  to  the  cashiers  of  all  the  branches,  is  in  these  words: 
"Treasury  of  the  United  States,  June  23d,  1829. 
"Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  under  date  of  the  2-2(1  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  a  daily  list,  to  commence  with  the  26th  instant, 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  office  of  the  warrants  that 
may  be  directed  during  the  day  to  your  institution  for  payment. 
It  is  believed  that  this  measure  is  calculated  to  prevent  frauds  up- 
on the  banks;  and  as  a  precaution  against  its  falling  into  impro- 
per hands,  the  list  will  not  be  accompanied  by  any  letter  or  ex- 
planatory remark,  but  will  merely  contain  the  number  of  the 
warrant,  whether  on  account  of  the  treasury,  war,  or  navy  de- 
partment, the  name  of  the  party  in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn, 
and  the  amount.  I  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  JOHIV  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States.'' 
You  will  readily  perceive  that  according  to  this  letter  the 
treasury,  in  order  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  bank,  gives  a  daily 
list  of  draughts  daily  drawn,  and  for  fear  this  very  daily  list  might 
be  perverted,  it  was  framed  in  a  particular  manner,  so  as  not  to 
be  intelligible  if  it  fell  into  improper  hands. 

The  officers  to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed  naturally  pre- 
sumed that  this,  daily  and  confidentially  communicated,  was  to 
serve  as  a  guide  and  check  on  the  draughts  themselves,  and  the 
treasury  was  apprized  that  no  draughts  should  be  paid  unless  they 
were  on  these  lists.  Of  this  fact  the  files  of  the  treasury  fur- 
nish this  illustration.  The  cashier  of  the  branch  at  New  York 
wrote  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  12th  of  April,  1830. 
I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  advice  of  draughts  llom 
the  treasury  on  this  branch.  The  following  were  presented 
some  days  since,  and  payment  refused  for  want  of  advice,  viz: 
War:  586,  John  Biddle  $'170 

585,  do.  7,577  56 

587,  do.  752  12 

588,  do.  1,016 

^'  "All  those  advised  on  the  7th  and  8th  instants  are  without  the 
names  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  given, and  no  discrimi- 
nation as  to  army  or  navy,  I  shall  in  future  refuse  to  pay  in  all 
cases  where  advice  is  not  given. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROBINSON,  cashier. 
Hon.  S.  D.  Ingham,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington." 
This  letter  was  referred  to  you  by  the  secretary,  and  in  your 
answer,  dated  the  17th  of  April,  1830,  you  say— ^" Your  refusal 
to  pay  the  warrants  is  considered  quite  proper.  The  inconve- 
nience which  the  parties  may  have  incurred  from  it  is  indeed 
much  to  be  regretted,  but  a  payment  without  advice  would  be 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  bank."  You  cannot  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  embarrassment  to  which  the  relations  between  the 
treasury  and  the  bank  are  now  subjected — and  the  example  of 
the  branch  at  New  York  is  worthy  of  special  attention.  You 
have  been  sending  to  that  branch  a  daily  list  professing  to  give 
a  description  of  every  draught  drawn  upon  the  branch  on  that 
day.  The  cashier  receives  this  and  confides  in  it.  He  has  al- 
ready refused  to  pay  draughts  not  on  that  list,  and  the  treasury 
has  directed  him  to  refuse  in  future.  Yet  it  now  appears  that 
while  his  daily  list  contains  the  most  trifling  sums,  there  are 
drawn  upon  him  three  checks  of  $500,000,  each  without  any, 
the  least  notice  of  them  on  either  the  daily  list  or  the  weekly 
list.  The  consequence  is,  that  had  ihey  been  presented  a  week 
ago,  the  payment  of  them  would  nf'cessarily  have  been  refused, 
and  the  treasury  draught  have  been  dishonored  in  consequence 
of  the  treasury  instructions.  They  would  be  dishonored  now, 
but  that  in  order  to  give  every  facility  to  the  business  of  the 


treasury,  the  cashier  was  by  me  apprized  of  them,  and  autho- 
rised to  pay  them  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  You  further 
state  that,  "the  holders  of  the  draughts,  were  requested  to  ap- 
prize the  bank  of  their  having  contingent  draughts  upon  it— and 
have  it)  fact  been  in  communication  with  the  bank  upon  the 
subject:"  and  you  add,  that  "from  this  statement  you  will  rea- 
<lily  perceive  that  there  was  no  disposition  to  withhold  from 
the  bank  any  information  that  had  been  usual,  or  was  consider- 
ed necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  bank." 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  would  never  consent  to  any 
thing  calculated  to  mislead  or  to  deceive  the  bank,  :;nd  yet  you 
cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  perceive  to  h"-.-  jnany  difficulties  this 
statement  is  exposed.  You  observe  that,  "there  was  no  dispo- 
sition to  withhold  from  the  hank  any  information  that  had  been 
usual."  Yet  the  weekly  lists  were  usual — the  daily  lists  were 
not  only  usual— but  were  declared  by  the  treasury  itself  indis- 
pensable. Yet  these  were  withheld.  You  further  remark  that 
the  holders  of  the  draughts  were  requested  to  ap[»rize  the  bank 
of  their  existence.  If  so,  the  treasury  must  have  thought  it 
necessary  that  the  hank  should  be  informed  of  it,  and  the  (jues- 
tion  naturally  occurs,  why  should  not  that  information  have 
been  given  in  the  usual  and  regular  way,  rather  than  leave  it 
to  the  uncertain  compliance  with  a  roijiiest  by  the  holder  of 
the  draughts,  fur  it  appears  by  t!ie  report  of  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  in  New  York  that  he  has  received  no  notice  of  the  ex- 
istence of  these  outstanding  diaughts  except  through  me. 

I  am  the  less  surprised  at  the  omission,  since  even  with  the 
disposition  which  you  have  yourself  manifested  to  communi- 
cate accurate  information  to  the  bank,  one  of  these  very 
draughts  seems  to  have  escaped  your  own  notice.  Thus  in 
your  letter  of  the  8tli  iiist.  you  state  that  "the  only  draughts 
now  out  of  the  contingent  character  above  staled,  and  which 
have  not  been  introduced  into  the  weekly  statements,  are 
three  draughts  for  $500,000  each,  on  the  branch  in  New  York." 
Now  on  the  4th  instant  a  draught  for  $100,000  on  the  branch  at 
Baltimore  was  paid,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  October.  Of  this 
draught  no  advice  has  ever  yet  been  received  from  you  in  th(» 
weekly  list.  Allow  me  then  to  repeat  my  request  that  if  ti"j:;e 
daily  and  weekly  statements  are  to  be  contiinitci-  '".Zy  may  be 
rendered,  what  they  profess  to  he— accurate'  accounts  on 
which  the  bank  may  rely  in  the  arrangements  of  its  business. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

John  Campbell,  esq.,  treasurer  United  States,   Washington. 

Treasury  of  the  United  States,  Nov.  25,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
8th,  in  relation  to  certain  transfer  draughts,  which  were  issued, 
as  1  had  informed  you,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I  received  in  due  time. 

A  desire  that  the  transactions  of  this  office  with  the  bank 
may  be  correctly  understood,  and  that  certain  communications 
of  mine  to  which  your  letter  has  had  reference,  may  be  more 
fully  explained,  which  1  perceive  have  been  entirely  misappre- 
hended, induce  me  to  trouble  you  with  this  reply.  You  inform 
me  that  "such  draughts  are  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  j»re- 
sent  instructions  of  the  treasury,  that  it  has  become  necessary, 
as  well  for  the  treasury  as  for  the  bank,  either  to  discontinue 
tbe  practice  of  drawing  without  notice,  or  else  to  make  the  in- 
structions conform  to  it;"  and  you  refer  me  to  a  letter  of  mine 
of  the  22d  of  June,  1829,  communicating  certain  instructions  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  requiring  daily  lists  of  the  war- 
rants directed  to  the  bank  for  payment  during  the  day,  as  the 
instructions  of  the  treasury  which  have  not  been  complied  with 
by  not  furnishing  a  list  of  certain  transfer  draughts.  A 
reference  to  those  instructions  cannot  fail  to  disclose  to  you 
that  you  have  entirely  misunderstood  them.  What  are  they? 
They  are  that  "a  daily  list  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this 
office,  of  the  warrants  that  may  be  directed  during  the  day  to 
your  institution  for  payment."  Nothing  is  said  in  these  in- 
structions of  furnishing  a  daily  list  of  transfer  draughts. 

It  surely  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  you  the  ma- 
nifest difTerence  between  a  warrant  with  the  treasurer's  order 
annexed  to  it,  directed  to  the  bank  for  payment  of  money  out 
of  the  treasury,  and  a  transfer  draught  issued  by  the  order  of 
the  secretary  to  transfer  public  funds  from  one  bank  to  another. 
There  never  have  been  any  instructions  from  the  treasury  re- 
quiring me  to  furnish  daily  lists  of  transfer  drafts;  they  never 
have  been  included  in  a  single  instance,  in  the  daily  lists  of 
tvarrants,  that  have  been  directed  during  the  day  for  payment. 

The  transfer  draughts  are  included  in  the  weekly  statements, 
not  to  guard  the  bank  against  frauds,  as  you  have  supposed,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  general  information  in  regulating  the  treasu- 
rer's aggregate  account  with  the  bank  and  its  branches.  You 
proceed  to  state,  however,  that  I  must  be  "perfectly  aware 
that  to  supply  this  defect  in  the  weekly  statement,  and  for  the 
express  purpose  of  giving  a  notice  contemporaneous  with  the 
draught  itself,  a  daily  list  is  furnished  to  the  bank  and  every 
branch  drawn  on,  of  the  draughts  drawn  upon  them  respective- 
ly on  that  day,  and  that  with  the  avowed  specified  purpose  of 
guarding  the  bank  a2;>inst  fraud.^."  How  can  the  daily  list  of 
uarrants  be  ititended  tor  such  a  purpose  in  relation  to  transfer 
draughts,  when  the  transfer  draughts  are  never  included  in  it, 
and  wlien  no  daily  lists  of  transfer  draughts  have  ever  been  fur- 
nished? 

The  draughts  alluded  to  were  not  included  in  the  usual  week- 
ly statements,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  last  letter.  It  was 
not  knowu  certainly  whether  they  would  be  presented  and  paid, 


a28 


NILESV  REGISTER— JAN.  4,  1834— UNITED  STATES  BANK. 


or  returned  to  the  department  and  cancelled.  It  was  therefore 
thought  the  most  correct  course  not  to  include  them  in  the 
amount  drawn  for  during  tiie  week  by  this  office,  until  it  was 
known  they  were  to  l)e  paid;  and  the  holders  were  directed  to 
give  the  proper  information  to  the  treasury,  if  the  draughts 
were  intended  to  be  usicd.  If  they  had  been  included  in  tlie 
amount  drawn  for  during  the  week,  and  not  paid,  an  erroneous 
exhibition  of  tli^  M'S-isurer's  account  would  have  been  the  cop.-r 
sequence. 

it -.yas  satisfactorily  shown  in  my  letter  of  the  8th,  that  the 
practice  of  funiiM'ii;;:;  vjeekly  reports  to  the  bank,  of  the  draughts 
drawn  on  it  and  its  branches  during  the  week,  t)eing  anterior  to 
my  entrance  into  the  treasury,  was  continued  as  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  the  bank,  for  general  information,  and  not  as 
required   by  any  treasury  instructions,  and   that  the   mode  in 
wliich  the  contingent  draughts  were  intended  to  be  reported  in 
these  statements,  was  suitable  to  the  character  and  object  of 
these    statements.     The    question    therefore   now    remaining, 
seems  only  to  be,  whether  it  was  usual,  or  was  required  by  the 
treasury  instructions,  for  the  treasurer  to  give  daily  or  contem- 
poraneous notice  of  the  transfer  draughts  to  the  bank  or  branch- 
es on  which  tiiey  were  drawn. 
To  this  question  the  negative  can  be  confidently  affirmed — 
In  the  circular  letter  from  this  office  of  2:Jd  June,  1829,  writ- 
ten by  direction  of  the  secretary  of  ttie  treasury,  and  quoted  by 
you  at  length,  the  banks  are  informed,  that  a  daily  list  will  be 
"transmitted  to  them  of  tfie  wurranls  that  may  be  directed  to 
them  daring  the  day  for  payment,^'  wliich   list  to  prevent  its 
being  used  in  case  it  sht)uld   fall  into  improper  hands,  "will 
merely  contain  the  number  of  the  warrant,  whether  on  account 
of  the  treasury,  war  or  navy  department,  the  name  of  the  party 
in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn,  and  tiie  amount."     It  was  on  war- 
rants designated  as  war  warrants  that  the  branch  at  New  York 
refused   to  make  payments  without  advice,  and  not  transfer 
draughts,  and  the  refusal  to  pay  the  warrant,  I  of  course  ap- 
proved, as  the  notice  in  such  case  was  required  by  the  regula- 
tions of  the  treasury.    If  any  doubt  remained  upon  this  subject, 
the  i;;story  of  these  warrants  will  sufficiently  show  the  practice 
of  the  office  in  this  respect,  and  the  perfect  understanditsg  of  it 
on  the  part  of  the  branch  banls  of  New  York,  for  on  the  day  that 
the  cashier  refused  to  pay  the  warrant  for  want  of  notice,  he 
paid  transfer  draught  No.  94  for  $200,000,  without  notice,  and 
three  days  after  transfer  draught  No   96  for  $100,000,  without 
notice. 

I  need  scarce  add  that  the  failure  to  report  draught  No.  547, 
for  $100,000  on  the  Baltimore  office,  in  the  statement  of  the  9ih 
insl.  was  an  omission  of  the  clerk.  It  was,  nevertheless,  not 
"outstanding"  at  the  time  my  letter  was  written,  having  been 
paid  on  the  4th,  and  doubtless  immediately  reported  to  you. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  given  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  sole  power  of  ordering  transfers  of 
the  public  funds  from  place  lo  place,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  service,  and  he  of  cour.^e  must  judge  of  their  necessity 
and  legality.  It  therefore, would  be  out  of  place  in  me  to  offer 
any  observations  as  to  the  character  of  the  draughts  to  which 
some  allusion  has  been  made.  He  is  responsible  to  the  nation 
for  the  proper  exercise  of  this  power,  and  of  course  cannot  be 
controlled  in  it  by  any  officer  of  tiie  treasury  or  of  the  bank,  as 
I  conceive.  The  charter  of  tlie  bank  provides,  "that  whenever 
required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  said  corporation 
shall  give  the  nececsary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public 
funds  from  place  to  jAace,  within  the  United  States  or  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
public  creditors."  The  form  in  which  this  power,  thus  confid- 
ed to  the  secretary,  is  to  be  carried  into  effect,  he  has  prescrib- 
ed in  his  instructions  to  the  bank,  of  May  28th,  1829,  and  were 
accordingly  comtnunicated  to  all  the  banks  in  which  there  were 
public  funds.     These  instructions  are  as  follows: 

"When  transfers  are  to  be  made  of  public  funds  from  one 
bank  to  another,  the  treasurer  will  issue  a  transfer  draught  upon 
the  bank  in  which  the  funds  may  be  at  his  credit  in  favor  of  the 
bank  to  which  they  are  to  be  transferred,  to  the  amount  requir- 
ed, stating  that  it  is  to  be  placed  to  his  credit  in  such  bank. 
This  draught  will  be  recorded  by  the  register,  who  will  authen- 
ticate the  record  by  his  sianature  upon  the  draught,  and  will 
finally  receive  the  ivritten  sanctiori  ofth&  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry ■'" 

The  transfer  draught  signed  by  the  freastirer,  register  and  se- 
cretary in  puri^uance  of  these  instructions,  is  the  form  prescrib- 
ed by  the  secretary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  power  confided 
to  his  discretion  of  ordering  transfers  of  tiie  public  funds  from 
])lace  to  place.  It  was  adopted  to  give  antlntriticity  to  tlie  or- 
der, and  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  render  an  accurate  account 
of  tile  state  of  tlie  public  fimds  in  tiie  bank  and  its  branches, 
and  not  in  conseqi'ience  of /ti^  havin«  any  di'tcretion.  or  co^itrol 
over  the  subject.  He  has  therefore  rigidly  and  strictly  conform- 
ed to  all  the  instructions  given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
on  this  suhjv^ct,  and  wiicnever  he  shall  direct  that  d;iily  notices' 
on.ran^fcr  drau2;hfs  as  well  as  of  warrants,  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the,  banks  by  tiii-i  office,  those  instructions  shall  with  great 
pleasure  be  complied  with  on  my  part,  but  until  such  instruc- 
tions are  given,  the  practice  of  this  office  wlH  be  continued  as 
heretofore. 

VVIien  disbursements  of  money  are  to  he  made  out  of  the 
treasury,  tbr;  law  has  pointed  out  tlic  duties  of  the  treasurer. 
Such  disbursements  are  to  be  made  alone  upon  the  warrant  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  countersigned  by  thrj  comptroller, 
and  recorded  and  auihtnticaied  by  the  signature  of  the  register; 


and  by  the  regulations  of  the  treasury  of  the  28th  of  May,  1829, 
which  were  also  communicated  to  all  the  banks  in  which  there 
were  public  deposites,  the  treasurer  is  required  to  write  his  or- 
der for  the  payment  of  the  money  upon  the  warrant.  And  by 
another  regulation  the  treasurer  is  required  to  transmit  to  the 
bank  a  daily  list  of  the  warrants  thus  directed  during  the  day  to 
the  bank  Tor  payment.  Tllese  rejlu'".!!r,ns  uave  '"^"M,  and  will 
continue  to  be  uniformly  complied  with-  I  am  verv  respectful- 
ly, sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
S.  Jaudon,  esq.  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Dec.  9th,  1833. 
^Sir:  My  absence  from  I'hiladelphia  when  your  favor  of  the 
25th  ult.  reached  there,  and  much  occupation  since  my  return, 
have  prevented  an  early  reply  to  it.  This  I  shall  now  make  as 
briefly ^s  possible.  You  account  for  the  omission  to  give  daily 
notice  of  what  you  have  called  the  "contingent  draughts,"  for 
$2,300,000,  by  saying  that  you  had  agreed  to  give  i^iotice  only  of 
warrants,  and  not  of  transfer  draughts.  Now  it  cannot  fail,  I 
think,  to  occur  to  you,  that  these  "contingent  draughts"  are 
not  in  their  nature  at  all  transfer  drauglits  in  the  sense  hitherto 
understood,  but  are  in  fact  mere  warrants. 

The  transfer  drangiits,  as  you  justly  state,  arise  under  that 
provision  of  the  charter  which  obliges  the  bank,  whenever  re- 
(juired  iiy  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  give  the  necessary  fa- 
cilities for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place, 
witliin  the  United  States  or  territories  thereof,  and  for  distribut- 
ing the  same  in  payment  of  tiie  public  creditors,  without  charg- 
ing commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  account  of  difference  of 
exchange.  Accordingly  the  transfer  draught  was  designed  to 
direct  the  bank  to  make  transfers.  Its  very  name  imports  it — 
its  very  words  order  it.     It  runs: 

"Pay  to or  order  $ -,  to  he  placed  to  my  credit  in  that 

[office  or  bank,"  as  the  case  may  be],  that  is,  it  directs 

the  bank  to  place  a  credit  in  favor  of  the  treasurer  in  sach 
another  place— whether  it  be  a  branoh  of  this  bank  or  a  state 
bank. 

The  contingent  dranglit,  although  it  is  in  the  same  form  as 
the  transfer  draught,  has  not  one  of  its  qualities.  It  is  called  a 
transfer  draught — yet  it  directs  nothing  to  be  transferred — it  is 
issued  under  a  provision  tiiat  the  bank  shall  transfer  the  public 
money  from  place  to  place,  without  charging  for  the  rate  of  ex- 
change, yet  it  is  issued  in  favor  of  a  bank  in  the  same  place,  not 
distant  one  hundred  yards,  and  where  no  difference  of  exchange 
was  possible.  The  arrangement  of  1819,  stipulates  that  a  cer- 
tain lime  shall  he  allowed  for  making  transfers  from  place  to 
place.  But  this  contingent  draught  is  immediate  and  peremptory 
and  admits  of  no  delay.  How  nearly  it  resembles  the  ordinary 
warrant  may  be  seen  from  their  respective  forms.  The  warrant 
runs  thus: 

"Pay  to  A.  B.  or  order,  out  of  the  appropriation  named  in  the 
margin  $- 


This  transfer  draught  runs: 
"Pay  to  A.  B.  cashier  of - 


or  order  $- 


to  be  placed 
to  my  credit  in  that  bank." 

This  transfer  draught  like  the  warrant  is  endorsed  in  blank 
just  as  an  ordinary  check — it  is  in  point  of  fact  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  warrant  at  sight.  The  very  name  of  a  contin- 
gent draught  is  a  financial  novelty — and  so  far  as  is  intelligible 
in  this  case,  it  describes  an  order  for  $2,300,000  on  the  bank, 
not  merely  without  notice  of  its  existence — but  vi'ith  the  strong- 
est presumption  against  its  existence  and  dependent  for  its  im- 
mediate presentation  on  contingencies  which  the  bank  did  not 
know,  and  the  treasury  could  not  control.  Thus  you  state  that 
the  holders  of  these,  draughts  "were  directed  to  give  the  proper 
information  to  the  treasury  if  the  drangiits  were  intended  to  be 
used,"  yet  in  fact  the  holders  could  not  themselves  know  whe- 
ther they  meant  to  present  them  an  hour  before  the  actual  pre- 
sentation. What  I  ventured  to  state  was,  that  while  you  pro- 
fessed to  give  notice  of  all  the  smallest  demands  on  the  bank, 
you  avoid  giving  notice  of  the  demands  for  between  3  and 
$3,000,000,  of  precisely  the  same  character,  and  the  existence 
of  which  it  was  far  more  necessary  for  the  bank  to  know.  But 
supposing  all  this  to  be  exactly  as  you  view  it — supposing  this 
transfer  draught  not  to  be  in  fact  a  warrant,  and  therefore  not 
necesarrly  to  be  imluded  in  the  daily  list,  one  thing  becomes 
inevitable.  If  this  ti'ansfer  draught  is  not  a  warrant,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  it  is  a  transfer  drairght.  Then,  if  it  be  not  a  warrant 
which  must  be  put  on  the  daily  list,  it  must  be  a  draught  to  be 
put  on  the  weekly  list.  Now  it  was  not  put  rrpon  either.  Neither 
the  daily  list  which  yon  s»-nt  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
b.ink  against  frauds,  nor  the  weekly  list,  which  yoir  considered 
as  a  matter  of  convei;ience  to  tlie  bank  for  general  information, 
and  rn  which  you  have  always  placed  the  transfer  draughts, 
contained  any  notice  whatever  of  these  draughts.  If  it  be  true 
that  you  never  put  a  transfer  draught  on  the  daily  list,  it  is 
equally  true,  that  until  now  yon  have  never  designedly  omitted 
one  from  the  weekly  list.  So  that  by  whatever  names  the 
draniihts  on  the  list  be  called,  the  result  is  the  same— that  or- 
(i('r=  from  the  treasury  for  the  immediate  payment  by  the  bank,  of 
$2,300,000,  have  beeii  issued  without  the  habitual  notice  which 
has  heretofore  been  always  given  of  similar  demands  upon  the 
bank.  Having  thus  for  tlte  cpl'.e  of  a  clear  understanding  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  trf  asury,  re-stated  my  views  of  the 
subject,  I  will  onlv  add,  that  1  f.ta,  very  respfctfiilly,  your  obe- 
dieiit,  humble  servant,  S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

J.  Cambell,  esq.  treasury  of  the  U.  States,   iVashington,  D.  C. 


■  I    r      I     ■]       IM    I. I1...HMH 


JVILES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


FouBTH  SERIES.  No.  20— VoL.  IX.]      BALTIMORE,  JAN.  11,  1834,      [Vol.  XLV.  Whole  No.  1,164. 


THE  PAST-— THE  PnESENTV-rOH  THE  FUTUHE. 


EDITED,    rillNTED   AND   PUBLISHED    BY   H.  NILES,  AT   $5    PER   ANNUM,    PAYABLE    IN   ADVANCE. 


The  proceedings  of  congress  are  intensely  interesting, 
and  must  be  given  at  considerable  length.  Independent 
of  the  bank  questions,  there  are  several  other  highly  ex- 
citing subjects — such  as  the  West  India  trade,  (see  Mr. 
Sprague''s  resolution  and  remarks),  the  "reforms"  of 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  or  Mr.  Uavin' 
resolution  concerning  Mr.  Fletchei- — the  dispute  with 
Alabama,  opened  by  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Lewis* — and 
the  affairs  of  tlie  post  office  department — on  all  which 
long  and  severe  discussions  must  be  expected;  and  there 
are  also  many  other  great  points  of  controversy  already 
before  both  houses.  The  present  will,  probably,  form, 
"take  it  all  in  all,"  the  most  interesting,  arduous  and  im- 
portant session  that  ever  was  held,  any  of  those  which 
preceded  the  war  not  excepted. 

We  are  now  enabled  to  give  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
Polk's  speech. t  Mr.  Binney  followed  in  reply  on  Tues- 
day last  and  concluded  on  Thursday,  and  his  speech  must 
have  a  place;  but  we  much  doubt  our  ability  to  go  fur- 
ther with  the  debate  in  the  house  than  to  insert  one  other 
speech  in  reply  to  that  of  Mr.  Binney,  and  thus  present 
two  on  each  side. 

A  full  report  of  Mr.  Clay's  speech  in  the  senate  has 
reached  us — which,  in  point  of  time,  has  a  precedence, 
and  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  it  entire,  next  week — to  be 
followed,  as  speedily  as  practicable,  by  Mr.  Senton's  in 
reply.  After  which  we  shall  return  to  the  debate  in  the 
house,  as  just  above  suggested— and,  most  pi'obably,  be 
compelled  to  insert  only  parts  of  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Southard  and  others,  in  the  senate:  for  the  plain  truth  is, 
that  we  are  so  much  pressed  by  long  articles  tliat  we 
know  not  how  to  present  and  record  them.  There  are 
yet,  also,  several  important  documents  on  hand;  and  the 
state  of  the  "money  market"  is  such  Avith  us,  that  we  do 
not  feel  justified  in  publishing  many  more  extra  sheets — 
for  each  of  these  sheets  costs  upwards  of  125  dollars,  for 
materials  and  labor;  which  is  a  large  sum — in  present 
circumstances. 

All  doubts  are  now  removed  concerning  the  operation 
of  the  tariff  law  of  1833,  as  to  the  duty  on  cotton  goods, 
so  far  as  the  operation  depends  on  treasury  instructions! 
There  was  an  erroneous  reading  of  Mr.  Secretary  J[lc 
Lane's  instructions  of  the  20th  April,  1833,  [see  Regis- 
ter, vol.  44,  p.  159] — and  it  seems  to  have  been  a  strange 
mistake!  for  persons  most  interested  believed  that  the 
minimum  principle,  as  to  such  goods,  would  not  cease 
to  have  effect  on  the  amount  of  the  duty  payable  until 
after  the  30th  June,  1842,  and  such  ive  do  k?ww  ivas  the 
INTENTION  of  the  lato:  but  we  understand  that  orders 
were  received  at  the  custom  house  in  Baltimore,  on 
Wednesday  last,  from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
•which  do  aivay  the  minimums,  and  place  the  amount  of 
duties  to  be  collected  on  cottons  at  a  simple  ad  valorem 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  cost — which,  subjected  to  the 
first  reduction,*renders  the  present  duty  24^  per  cent,  on 
the  foreign  price,*' or  actual  cost,  of  such  goods.  By  the 
act  of  1832,  plain  cottons  were  valued  at  30  cents,  and 

*Since  the  preceeding  was  written  we  have  seen  a  commu- 
nication from  the  governor  to  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  chief  matters  in  dispute  have  been 
quieted,  by  his  negotiations  with  Mr.  Key,  [minister  of  the 
United  States  to  the  state  of  Alabama!]  The  soldier  who  shot 
Owen  having  deserted,  an  end  will  be  easily  put  to  that  case — 
and  the  settlers  in  the  new  counties  are  to  remain  undisturbed, 
and  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  be  confined  exclusively 
to  the  locations  reserved  for  the  Indians,  &c.  The  United 
States  Telegraph  claims  this  as  a  victory  of  nullification,  and  so 
it  seems  that  it  is. 

fMr.  Polk,  in  his  speech,  has  a  remark  about  the  private  (!) 
affairs  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Scaton,to  which  they  have  respond- 
ed, out  of  respect  to  the  house  and  to  him — shewing  that  the 
statement  is  incorrect,  in  its  only  essential  part.  This  state- 
ment is  in  type — yet,  in  th«  "making  up"  of  this  sheet  has  been 
necessarily'excluded;  but  as  an  act  of  justice  to  these  much  per- 
secuted printers,  it  shall  have  a  place  and  a  record. 
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printed,  &c.  at  35  cents  tlie  square  yard,  for  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  on  such  legal,  or  assumed  value.  The  duty 
then,  on  a  square  yard  of  plain  cloth,  (and  the  same  rule 
applies  to  the  printed,  &c. )  such  as  is  worth,  or  now  sells 
for  eight  cents  in  our  market,  was  7^  cents,  the  square 
yard,  and  it  was  expected  that  one-tenth  only  of  the  exces.s 
of  reaZ  duty  over  one  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  real  cost,  would 
be  deducted,  at  stated  periods,  until  1842,  when  the  duty 
would  be  a  simple  ad  valorem  one  of  20  per  cent. — buf 
under  this  instruction,  the  duty  on  a  square  yard  of  cloth, 
costing  8  cents  in  a  foreign  country,  will  be  only  1  cent 
S  mills,  or  24^  per  cent,  on  the  8  cents  cost,  no  matter 
ivhat  may  be  the  charges  or  additional  cost  of  importing 
it!  This  is  worse  than  it  was  designed  to  be  after  June 
1842 — a.  home  valuation  is  provided  for  in  the  act,  and 
the  duties  thereafter  will  be  payable  in  "ready  money," 
instead  of  receiving  the  credit  now  allowed,  which  is  3 
and  6  months.     Thus— 

100  dollars  cost  in  a  foreign  country,  is  $100 

Say,  exchange,  freight  and  other  charges,  20  pr  ct.       20 


Actual  cost  in  the  United  States  120 

And  the  duty,  at  20  per  cent,  after  1842,  is  25  dollars. 

But  7I0W  the  same  lot  of  goods  which  pay  $24  50  duty, 
obtain  an  average  credit  of  4^  months  on  such  duty,  and 
so,  as  compared  with  a  "ready  money"  transaction,  only 
pay  $23  95 — 55  cents  being  the  interest  that  is  to  be 
saved  on  the  amount'of  the  duty,  as  payable  under  this 
construction  of  the  law !  Surely,  no  one  who  support- 
ed the  bill  of  1833  sup])0sed  that  the  duty  on  cottons  would 
XiQ  practically  higher  in  1842  than  in  1834! 

We  have  not  time,  or  room,  to  take  up  this  subject, 
just  now;  and  it  may  also  be  useless  to  do  more  than 
state  the  faclS' — for  congress,  and  of  all  parties^  will, 
surely,  instrzict  the  secretary  or  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury, under  such  an  awful  and  unexpected  state  of 
things.  But  if  they  do  not,  or  cannot,  render  a  just  in- 
terpretation of  their  own  law,  our  cotton  manufactures 
are  prostrated,  and  forever.  We  say  forevei-— for  after 
they  shall  have  txvice  ruined  all  who  depended  upon 
them,  wiio  will  undertake  a  re-establishment  of  them? 
Embarrassed  as  they  are  at  present,  by  the  low  price  of 
their  goods  and  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  most  of 
the  manufacturers  are  hard  pushed  to  meet  their  indis- 
pensable expenses,  and  many  have  been  compelled  to  dis- 
charge portions  of  their  working  people;  but,  with  such 
a  prospect  ahead,  all  who  are  dependent  on  the  proceeds 
of  their  business,  must  shut  down  the  gates  of  their  mills 
as  speedily  as  possible;  for  a  flood  oi  foreign  goods  will 
swiftly  arrive  and  be  sacrijiced,  if  necessary,  to  secure 
the  future  command  of  our  market,  at  such  prices  as  fo- 
reigt)ers  may  be  pleased  to  demand. 

The  capital  now  employed  in  the  cotton  mamifacture, 
(direct),  is  considerably  more  than  50  millions,  and  the 
persons  directly  employed  about  150,000— besides  the 
hand  loom-weaving,  which,  we  think,  employs  12  or 
1,500  men  in  or  near  Baltimore,  only  !  The  whole  num- 
ber of  persons  subsistedhy  the  manufactures  of  cotton 
in  the  United  Slates  are  more  than  three  hundred  thou- 
sand!  What  are  these  people,  thus  suddenly  deprived 
of  labor,  to  do?  It  is  a  fearful  auESTiON !  The  markets 
which  they  furnished  to  the  farmers,  and  business  afford- 
ed to  mechanics,  are  also  deranged — and  tlirongh  how 
many  other  pursuits  will  be  an  annual  loss  of,  at  least, 
fifteen  millions,  in  mere  -wages,  directly  paid,  extend? 
What  the  effect  of  the  bankruptcies  that  must  follow? 

The  act  of  1833  was  not  intended  to  produce  the  cala- 
mity that  is  upon  us!  No — no;  no  one  designed  it!  But 
what  is  the  remedy?  We  have  heard  that  one  high  in 
authority,  and  in  influence  over  this  question,  has  saidx— 
that  the  minimum  principle  should  be  destroyed  on  the 
1st  January,  1834 — ^instead  of  the  30th  June  1842,  as 
provided  for  in  the  law!  It  seemed  bad  enonghfl/?«- 1843 
to  give  up  that  principle— but  some  hoped  that,  bjN  iea^ 
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proved  machinery,  reduced  ivages,  or  some  other  means, 
in  altered  circumstances,  they  might  gradually  economize 
Iheir  business  so  that  a  20  per  cent,  duty,  on  a  home  va- 
luation^  and  payable  in  cash,  would,  perhaps,  enable 
them  to  get  along — to  live  themselves,  and  let  theik 
PEOPLE  LIVE.  But  this  change  has  come  upon  all  like  a 
blast  of  lightning — and  all  interested  are  dismayed.  The 

GENERAL   EFFECT    WILL   FOLLOW ! 

And  how  will  it  be  with  the  cotton  grower?  Who  are 
always  first  in  the  market  to  purchase?  Who  give  the 
leadmg  prices'  The  home  manufacturers,  and  their  con- 
sunjption  is  about  250,000  bales!  With  the  command  of 
the  market  for  their  products,  will  not  the  British  manu- 
facturers also  command  the  price  of  the  material  used  by 
them?  Just  as  certainly  as  that  the  Mississippi  rolls  his 
•waters  to  the  sea! 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  pro  forma  statement 
which  the  collectors  of  the  customs  have  received  from 
the  comptroller: 

The  sul)joined  statement  shows  the  amount  of  the  reduction: 
Invoice  value  12,722  rupees, 

equal  to  $'6,36l— 25  per  cent  ^1,590  25 

Same  amount         6,351—20        "  1,272  20 


Excess 

1-lOth 

Amount  of  duty  on  above 

Amount  of  duly  prior  to  Itl  Jr^n.  1834,.  on  the  above 

62,160  square  yards  at  35  cents  or  $21,756  at  25 

ptr  cent. 


318  05 
31  80 

$■1,558  45 

5,439  00 
$•3,880  55 


Amount  of  reduction  of  duty  by  present  tariff 

The  manner  of  presenting  this  statement  is,  in  our  opi- 
nion, highly  objectionable,  being  ad  captandum;  true  in 
its  Jignres,  perhaps,  but  erroneous  as  to  the  impression 
which  it  seems  intended  to  make  upon  ignorant  or  un- 
thinking minds. 

It  is  impossible  to  suppose  thai  congress  -will  not  set  this 
matter  to  rights.  It  is  a  palpable  error  committed  at  the 
treasury. 

We  live  in  strange  times.  A  little  while  ago,  some  of 
our  ^WGwA  Jinanciers  were  ptrfectly  horrified  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  huge  surplus  that  would  remain  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  year!  What  in  the  world  caw  we  do  with  it? 
asked  they  one  of  another.  The  tariff  must  be  further 
reduced,  said  Mi*.  Ritchie — and  the  dangers  of  holding 
such  surpluses  was  explained  and  expounded  with  all 
the  melancholic  gravity  of  "Jeremy  the  prophet"  in 
his  book  of  Lamentations!  The  cause  of  a  considerable 
surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  1833  was  just  "as  plain  as  a 
man's  nose  on  his  face,"  and  it  was  equally  evident  tliat  that 
cause  would  naturally  cease  to  act  in  a  short  period  of 
time— but  the  organized  \iv(i%?,  would  not  permit  the  peo- 
ple to  see  it,  for  reasons  best  known  to  "rewarded"  edi- 
tors and  well-fed  printers.  And  w  hat  is  the  fact?  A  huge 
surplus  would  be  very  convenient  either  for  the  purpose 
of  pressing  down  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  up- 
holding the  new  deposite  banks,  but  it  is  not  present,  with 
power,  to  do  the  first  or  the  last! — and  it  may  be  easily 
believed,  if  the  amount  of  the  miscellaneous  expenditures 
of  the  government  is  not  considerably  reduced  in  the 
current  year,  that  ■we  shall  be  compelled  to  borroiv  mo- 
ney in  the  next — if  the  suggestions  in  the  message  of  the 
E resident,  and  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
ave  any  weight  in  them! 

A  reduced  tariff  was  to  have  increased  the  price  of  cot- 
ton. The  market  opened  at  16  cents,  and  the  price  is 
now  about  10;  and  as,  in  the  arithmetic  of  the  south,  a 
reduced  price  of  one  cent  per  lb.  amounts  to  a  loss  of 
four  millions  of  dollars  to  tlie  planters,  they  have  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  twenty-four  millions  of  dollars — a  pretty 
considerable  sum,  in  the  way  of  experiment! 

But  the  selling  value  of  houses  and  lands,  and  of  all  tlie 
products  of  American  labor,  (sugar,  perhaps,  excepted, 
, because  of  a  failure  of  tlie  crop)  has  been  niaterially  re- 
duced; and  we  think  it  will  yet  be  discovered  tliat  the 
late  ignorant  or  malignant  meddlings  witli  the  state  of 
the  currency  will  have  a  more  powerful  influence  over 
the  price  of  fixed  or  moveable  property  in  six  months, 
than  all  the  tariffs  had  since  1816 — in  reducing  value 
in  the  market,  embarrassing  business  in  general,  and 


"oppressing"  the  people,  by  diminished  demands  for  la- 
bor and  its  products,  whether  agricultural  or  manufactur- 
ing, or  as  emplojed  in  the  mechanic  arts — admitting  all 
that  the  anti-tariff  people  have  claimed,  excepting  Mr. 
MclDuffie's  "forty  bale  theorv." 

The  last  year  was  one  of  great  and  general  prosperity, 
until  the  paper  "read  to  the  cabinet"  was  published  in 
the  newspapers — and  then  a  paralysis  was  given  to  new 
enterprizes.  In  the  year  1833  there  were  built  in  Balti- 
more, 22  one  story,  479  two  story,  67  three  story,  16  four 
story,  and  3  five  story  houses — in  all  587,  generally  good 
buildings,  and  some  of  them  very  large,  including  seve- 
ral churches — and  the  repair  of  houses  on  Market  street, 
and  elsewhere,  was  on  a  magnificent  scale,  equal  to  the 
building  of  200  houses  moi*e.  What  an  amount  of  labor 
was  variously  bestowed  on  these  buildings — how  large 
the  amount  of  money  put  into  circulation  because  of  these 
improvements!  We  shall  see  what  the  present  year  will 
produce;  but  if  permitted  to  judge  by  tl»e  new  contracts 
that  have  been  just  made,  or  are  making,  we  shall  have 
but  a  slender  business  in  the  way  of  building  houses.  If. 
so — there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  di- 
minished demand  for  labor  that  must  ensue,  and  the  ge- 
neral scarcity  of  money  that  will  inevitably  follow  the  un- 
called for  derangement  of  the  currency;  and  then  a  just 
estimate  will  be  formed  of  the  proceedings  to  which  we 
have  referred. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate,  that  the  post  office  department  has  borroived,  and 
still  owes,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  of  certain  banks,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
and  has  also  overdrawn  on  several  banks  to  the  amount 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  more — while  millions  of  money 
were  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  Some  animated  proceedings  will,  probably, 
grow  out  of  these  transactions  of  the  postmaster  general. 

It  will  also  be  observed,  that  some  of  these  moneys  were 
borrowed  in  1832.  We  have  before  us  Mr.  Barry's  an- 
nual report  of  Nov.  30,  1832,  which  shewed  a  large  in- 
crease of  the  amount  of  postages  received,  as  compared 
with  former  years,  with  an  estimate  that  these  receipts 
would  exceed  the  cost  of  transportations  of  the  mails  in 
the  sum  of  $100,000  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1833, 
taking  in  all  the  new  mail  lines  ordered,  and  without  es- 
timating any  thing  for  postages  received  on  these  new 
routes! — ^and  he  also  said  that  tlie  surplus  available  fund, 
on  the  1st  July,  1832,  was  $202,811  40:  this  sum  being 
added  to  the  100,000  dollars  excess  just  staled,  makes 
$302,811;  but  the  department  is  indebted  400,000  dollars, 
without  any  surplus  available  fund,  or  a  diffekekce  of 
seven  hrmdred  thousand  dollars  against  the  department  in 
one  year!*  We  have  not  room  to  go  into  particulars  now; 
but  intend  to  pursue  and  present  the  /?§^«'e«  as  soon  as 
we  can  give  place  to  the  annual  report,  &,c. 


Mr.  Benton^s  proposed  amendment  (to  Mr.  Clay^s  re- 
solutions) offered  on  the  7th  inst.  received  a  singular 
quietus  on  the  eighth.  See  the  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate. There  were  12  votes  for  it,  and  thirty-four  against 
it — among  them  Mr.  Forsyth! 

Massachupettr.  The  legislature  of  tins  state  is  now 
in  session.  The  twenty  vacancies  in  the  senate  have 
been  filled  with  national  republicans,  and  now  contains 
33  members  of  that  party,  6  anti-masons  and  1  Jackso- 
nian.  The  house  of  representatives  is  composed  as  fol- 
lows—297  nat.  rep.  135  anti-masonic  and  126  Jackson— 
so  the  first  has  a  majority  of  36  over  the  other  two,  if 
they  should  "coalesce,"  as  some  seem  to  believe  that 
they  will,  on  certain  occasions. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Davis  will  be  elected  go- 
vernor of  the  state,  having  received  a  large  plurality  of 
the  votes  at  tlie  last  election.  Mr.  J.  Q.  .Adams  (who 
was  the  anti-masonic  candidate),  has  written  to  the  legis- 
lature requesting  that  he  may  not  be  considered  a  candi- 
date. 

*The  whole  amount  of  some  errors  claimed,  as  to  the  former 
way  of  keeping  certain  accounts,  is  only  ^1,658.  Give  thri 
up,  at  once,  and  siill  there  is  609,000  dollars  against  the  depart- 
ment, as  a  difference! 
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The  grand  lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  addressed  a  nieninrial 
to  the  legislature  of  that  state  surrendering  its  charter.  The 
memorial  concludes  tlms: 

"Finally,  that  there  may  be  no  miFundcrstnnding  ofthis  mat- 
ter, either  in  tlie  legislature  or  among  our  tellow  oitizeniri,  wc 
beg  leave  to  represent  precis^ely  the  nature  and  extent  of"  the 
fiurrender  contained  in  this  memorial.  By  divesting  itself  ot 
its  corporate  powers,  the  gtaiid  lodge  has  relinquished  none  of 
its  masonic  altribnles  or  prerogatives.  'I'hese  it  claims  to  hold 
and  exercise  independently  alike  of  popular  will  and  legal  en- 
nctment — not  of  toleratimi,  hut  of  right.  Its  meniber£  are  in- 
telligent freemen,  and  alihoiigli  willing  to  restore  any  gift  or 
advantage  derive*!  from  the  government,  whenever  it  becomes 
an  object  of  public  jealousy,  however  unfounded;  nothing  is 
further  from  their  intentions  or  IVom  their  convictions  of  duty, 
tluii  to  .sacrifice  a  private  instituiiou  for  social  and  benevolent 
purposes,  the  interests  of  which  have  been  entrusted  to  them, 
in  order  to  appease  a  |)i)pul;ir  exeiieiiient,  of  which  that  insti- 
tution may  liave  been  the  innocent  occasion." 

MAKTr.A.Ni).  Tlie  election  for  governor  took  jilacc  on 
Monday  last,  and  resulted  as  tollows:  for  James  I'hoinas 
(national  repuhlican)  48;  Kdwavd  Lloyd  (Jackson)  46; 
/fwj.  //.  JVlarriott  1.  I'he  latter  was  voted  for  by  one 
of  the  "working-  men's"  members  from  Baltimore;  the 
other  voted  for  Air.  Lloyd. 

On  Tuesday  the  election  of  council  took  place  as  fol- 
lows: 

JSTat.  rep.  ticket.  Jackson. 

Samuel  Mass,  of  Baltimore  53  N.  Stonestreet,  of  Charles  46 
G.  C.  Wasliington,  Monl'y  50  VV.  F.  Johnson,  Balliiuore  415 
I.  S.  Martin,  Worcester  49  J.  A.  Stewart,  Dorchester  46 
T.  W.  Veazy,  Cecil  49     John  Dennis,  Somersett        46 

it.  W.  Bowie,  P.  George       43     R.  Dorsey,  Frederick  42 

Every  vole  was  given — in  all  95. 

Vihgikia.  On  Tuesday  last,  in  joint  meeting  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  Littleton  IV. 
Tazewell  was  elected  governor  of  the  state  for  the  year 
ensuing.     The  vote  was  as  follows: 

F'irst  ballot.     Second  ballot. 
For  Mr.  T.^zewell,         6r  85 

Col.  Ed.  Watts,       46  53 

I'eter  V.  Daniel,     40  2 

McDowell,  7  22 

The  preceding  pretty  clearly  shews  that  the  political 
feeling  of  the  legislature  is  against  the  administration. 

ITEMS    ABOUT    BANKS,    &;C. 

Most  of  the  city  hanks  of  Philadelphia  have  memo- 
rialized the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  thought  most  effectual  to  procure  a 
restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Poulson's  (Philad.)  Advertiser  states  the  fact  tltat  a 
mechanic  of  that  city  discharged,  on  the  1st  instant,  100 
persons  from  his  employment,  whose  ordinary  earnings 
are  quite  as  great  at  this  season  of  the  year  as  any  other, 
and  whose  support  is  dependent  upon  constant  wages. 

The  hank  of  the  United  States  has  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  last  6  months, 
payable  on  and  after  the  16lh  inst. 

Some  interesting  proceedings  concerning  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  relation  to  the  state  banks,  are 
before  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  were  mistaken  as  to  the  number  of  banks  in  the 
eity  and  county  of  Philadelphia  which  had  reftised  to 
sign  the  memorial  to  congress  concerning  the  deposites 
—5  out  of  the  15  declined,  viz.  the  Girard,  Western, 
Southwark,  Kensington  and  Northern  Liberties.  So  it 
is  said  in  the  "Pennsylvanian." 

The  discount  on  hank  notes  is  becoming  oppressive- 
many  of  the  banks  rejecting  the  notes  of  others  which 
they  lately  received  with  perfect  freedom.  The  discount 
will  increase  until  the  pressure  on  the  money  market  is 
relieved. 

The  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  Virginia,  almost  una- 
nimously, have  veto-ed  the  late  agreement  entered  into 
by  the  prefiident  and  directors  with  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  its  most  important  ar- 
ticles. We  cannot  now  get  in  the  resolutions  passed, 
though  they  are  not  long.  From  the  report  of  tlie  com- 
niittee,  given  in  a  sulisequent  page,  there  is  no  room  to 
doubt  a  decided   action   of  the   legislature   against   the 


contract  between  the  bank  and  the  United  States  trea- 
suiy — the  woi-k  of  Mr.  Ritchie  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing! A  great  meeting  has  been  held  at  Peiernhnr^y 
at  whidi  it  was  rcKolvcd  that  tlie  deposites  ought  to  be 
restored — of  which  we  have  a  weeping  and  wailing  ac- 
count in  the  "Eiu[uiier,"  mixed  up  with  much  kissing 
of  the  "black  stutie." 

The  money  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  in  New  York, 
has  been  transferred  from  the  ofiice  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  Mechaiiies'  bank — a  small  matter 
in  tlie  way  of  relief! 

The  following  gentlemen  liave  been  elected  directors 
of  ihe   United  States  bank,   foi-  the  ensuing  year: 

Nicholas  Diddle,  Manml  Eyre,  Ambrose  While,  John 
.Sargeant,  James  C.  Fislscr,  Johti  S.  Henry,  Charles 
Chauncey,  Mattiiew  New  kirk,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John 
Holmes,  Daniel  W.  Cox,  Jolni  lioUlen,  .Jno.  li.  J\^ejff\ 
William  J^latt,  Jno.  Goddard,  Kolieit  l.enox,  of  N.  V. 
John  Kathbone,  jr.  N.  Y.  Geo.  Bi{ffhuni,  of  Md.  lioawel! 
L.  Colt,  Md.  Jno.  Potter,  of  S.  C. 

Tiiose  in  italics  arc  new  directors. 


PoBK  MABKET.  Up  to  the  2d  December  ultimo,  more 
than  50,000  Iiogs  had  been  slaughtered  at  Cincinnati,  and 
tlie  "Daily  Advertiser"  says  tl-.at  city  "is  decidedly  the 
first  pork  market  in  the  worhJ." 

Itkims.  At  the  late  meeting  of  *'the  state  rights  party 
of  Geoi'gia,"  George  J\I.  Troup  was  recommended  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  the  following  terms: 

^'■TJnanimovsly  resolved.  That  we  recommend  to  the 
peo})le  of  the  Unite<l  States  col.  George  JVL  Troup,  as  a 
suitable  candidate  for  tiie  next  presidency.  His  zealous 
advocacy  of,  and  firm  attachment  to,  the  principles  of 
states  rights,  designate  him  as  the  individual  best  calcu- 
lated to  jiromote  the  republican  doctrines  we  at'vocate." 

The  salt  manufactures  on  the  Alleghany,  Kiskimi- 
nitas  and  Conemaugh  rivers  have  notified  the  public  that 
they  will  demand  two  dollars,  for  every  barrel  of  salt, 
weighing  280  lbs-  which  a])pears  to  be  a  very  moderate 
price,  that  will  barely  afford  "a  reasonable  compensation 
to  the  manufacturer  for  his  labor." 

TWENTY-THIKD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  3.  The  vice  president  laid  before  the  senate  a  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a  call 
from  the  senate  on  the  subject  of  notes  dishonored  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  bank;  which,  with  the  documen..s,  was  ordered  to  b« 
printed. 

After  a  good  deal  of  minor  or  preparatory  business  had  been 
attended  to — 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Sprague^ 
was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  so  far  as  the  documents  and  returns 
received  will  permit,  the  amount  of  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  North  American  colonies,  the  British 
West  Indie?,  the  Danish  West  Indies,  and  tlie  Swedish  West 
Indies,  since  the  30ili  day  of  September,  1832,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  American,  British,  and  other  foreign  tonnage, 
which  has  entered  and  departed  to  and  from  those  places  re- 
spectively, or  the  United  States  generally.  Also,  the  amount  of 
imports  and  exports  of  American  and  foreign  produce,  distin- 
guishing between  the  same. 

Mr.  Sprague  said  that  his  object,  in  offering  this  resolution, 
was  to  obtain  an  official  statement  of  the  pre.-^enl  condition  of 
the  trade  with  tho  British  colonies,  insular  or  continental,  lying 
in  this  hemisphere.  This  was  considered  a  subject  of  deep  in- 
terest some  years  ago,  and  he  was  persuaded  it  tiad  lost  none  of 
its  intrinsic  importance.  It  was  known  that  this  subject  had 
been  a  matter  of  controversy  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain,  from  the  existence  of  the  government  up  to  the 
year  1830,  when  the  celebrated  "arraisgement,"  as  it  had  been 
denominated,  was  made  of  the  colonial  trade.  It  was  strictly 
a  question  of  navigation,  affecting  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
United  States.  The  whole  matter  of  controversy  was,  whether 
the  United  States  should  have  an  equal  and  fair  participation  io 
the  carrying  its  own  produce  from  this  country  to  the  ports  for 
which  it  was  ultimately  destined,  or  whether  an  undue  advan- 
tage should  be  given  to  Great  Britain.  Up  to  the  year  1830, from 
the  superiority  of  the  American  navigators,  and  the  natural  ad- 
vantages which  their  country  possessed  from  position  in  relation 
to  that  trade,  the  United  States  had  had  nine- tenths  of  the  car- 
rying trade  existing  between  it  and  the  British  colonial  posses., 
sions.  The  amount  of  British  tonnage  did  not  equal  one-tenth 
of  the  American,  np  to  the  period  he  had  mentioned.  How  far 
it  had  been  increa^,ed  cince  the  airaunpinent  of  the  carrying 
trade  in  1830,  would  be  seen  by  the  public  documents.     Diiring 


33d 


NILES'  REGISTER— JAN.   11,  1 83 4— CONGRESS. 


the  fiist  y«ar  after  this  arrangement,  the  British  tonnage  in  the 
direct  trade  to  the  West  Indies  rose  to  96  per  cent,  and  to  the 
North  American  colonies  exceeded  the  American,  for  every  100 
tons  of  American,  there  were  110  tons  of  British;  and  in  the 
succeeding  year,  ending  September  30ih,  1832,  the  trade  seems 
to  have  been  still  more  diverted  in  the  circnitous  route  through 
the  northern  colonies  in  British  bottoms.  The  tonnage  which 
departed  from  the  United  States  was,  in  the  direct  trade,  66,769 
American,  and  19,357  foreign;  while  to  the  North  American  co- 
lonies on  our  borders,  there  were  66,056  American,  and  148,292 
foreign — the  foreign  more  than  doubling  the  American. 

The  whole  amount  of  tonnage  which  cleared  from  the  United 
States  for  the  British  West  Indies  and  British  American  colo- 
nies both,  during  the  year  ending  September,  1832,  was  132,825 
American,  and  165,649  foreign.  Thus  the  foreign  tonnage,  whicli 
prior  to  the  arrangement,  was  less  than  one-tenth,  has,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  that  diplomatic  arrangement,  actually  exceeded  the 
American!  Such  were  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  documents 
heretofore  communicated,  a  tabular  statement  from  which  he 
then  held  in  his  hand,  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  senate; 
and  he  wished,  by  means  of  the  resolution  which  he  had  oflir 
ed,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  trade  to  the  most  recent  date. 
Statement  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  with  the  Briiish 

West  Indies  and    British   North  American  colonies,  belore 

and  since  the  West  India  arrangement. 

Before  the  arrangement. 

Average  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  for  10  years,  from 
1821  to  1830,  inclusive;  with  the  proportion  which  the  foreign 
bears  to  the  American. 

Proportion  Jot  cign 
^1m,        Foreign.  bears  to  ^m. 

British  West  Indies  50,078  4,043  8  pM  cent 

British  Am.  colonies        77,492  7,467  95-10   " 

Since  the  arrangement, 
1831. 


British  West  Indies       36,440        16,937  45  7-10  «' 

British  Am.  colonies      77,737        85,916  110  5  10" 

1832.     Tonnage  departed  from  the  United  States. 
British  West  Indies        65,769  18,3.57  2S  9-10  '« 

British  Am.  colonies      66,056        148,292  221  4-10  •• 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Certain  private  bills  being  disposed  of^ 

The  vice  president  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Benton  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and  continued  until  .'i 
o'clock,  when,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  he  gave  the 
floor  to  Mr.  Grundy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  6.  Alexander  Porter,  senator.elecl  from  Louisiana, 
appeared  to-day  and  took  his  seat. 

The  oath  was  then  administered  to  Mr.  Porter. 

A  message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
ceived, enclosing  a  communication  from  the  American  consul 
at  Tangier,  stating  that  he  had  accepted  from  the  emperor  of 
Morocco  a  present  of  a  liors,  &c.  whicli  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations.  [See  proceedings  of  the 
house.] 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  reported  the 
bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  in  part,  for  the  sup 
port  of  government  for  the  year  1834,  with  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments.  The  amendments  were  then  agreed  jo,  a.<  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  were  reported,  and  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  vice  president  laid  before  the  sc^nate  a  communication 
from  the  secretary  of  state,  inclosing  the  commission  of  Mr. 
Duane  and  Mr.  Taney,  required  by  a  call  of  the  senate;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed, 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  from  Philadelphia  praying 
that  the  public  deposites  may  hereafter  be  made  in  the  United 
States  bank,  also  another  memorial  from  a  bank,  to  the  same 
effect,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  vice  president  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the 
deposites,  which  was  refi^rred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  bill  making  appropriation,  in  part,  for  the  support  of  go 
vernment,  for  the  year  18.34,  as  amended,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  prxssed. 

A  good  deal  of  minor  business  being  disposed  of— 

The  vicepresidint,  having  announced  the  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites — 

Mr.  Benton  resumed  his  speech  in  support  of  the  measure; 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  continued  his  remarks  until  3 
o'clock,  when,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Wilkins  then  moved  that  the  senate  now  adjourn— 
ayes  28. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

Januarii  7.     AfU:r  some  minor  business — 

Mr.  Wri°ht  presented  the  memorial  of  the  board  of  trade  ol 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary  di.-tress 
of  the  country,  and  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  vvhich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance. 
On  this  reference  being  made — 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said,  that  several  papers  of  a  similar 
character  had  been  referred  already  to  the  coraniittee  on  finance. 


Among  others,  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (not 
now  in  his  place)  had  presented  to  the  senate,  memorials 
from  several  banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  ascribing  the  present  distress,  for  no  milder 
name  could  be  given  to  it,  in  the  commercial  community,  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites.  Undoubtedly  this  sub- 
ject could  not  have  entirely  escaped  the  committee  of  finance. 
In  addition  to  these  papers,  thus  referred  to  the  committee  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  it  was  notorious,  and  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, meeting  so  much  attention  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
the  senate  could  not  suppose  that  the  committee  had  overlook- 
ed it;  but  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  lake  occasion  to  say,  that  the 
committee  could  not,  vv  iih  any  great  propriety,  submit  their  sen- 
timents to  the  senate  and  the  country,  until  they  should  be  offi- 
cially in  possession  of  the  letter  of  the  secretary,  giving  his  rea- 
sons for  the  course  he  had  thought  proper  to  pursue  relative  to 
the  deposites. 

At  an  earlier  day  he  should  have  made  a  motion  to  refer  that 
paper  to  the  committee  on  finance,  but  from  the  great  unwil- 
lingness he  felt  to  deprive  gentlemen,  on  all  sides  of  the  house, 
of  an  opportunity  of  addressing  to  the  senate  such  views  a*  they 
micht  wish  to  submit. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  rose  merely  to  say  that,  as  early  as  he  could, 
with  the  decorum  and  respect  which  he  felt  for  gentlemen  on 
all  sides  of  the  senate — with  that  perfect  disposition  which  he 
entertained  to  accord  to  every  ger.ih.'man  a  fair  and  full  oppor- 
tunity of  delivering  his  sentiments  on  such  an  interesting  occa- 
sion— he  would  move  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  finance.  If  that  course  should  be 
taken,  the  subject  would  be  proj  eriy  brought  before  that  com- 
mittee; could  be  brought  before  the  senate,  and  the  results  of 
its  deliberations  presented  to  the  senate,  with  no  unnecessary 
delay. 

Among  the  papers  presented  this  day  was  the  following  from 
the  postmaster  general  in  reply  to  the  call  for  the  amount  of 
money  borrowed  by  the  post  office  department,  which  was  re- 
ferred. 

General  post  ofjice  department,  Jan.  6,  1834. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  president  of  the  senate. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  31st 
ult.  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  this  department  has  borrow- 
ed between  the  28th  of  December,  18.32,  and  the  present  date, 
and  which  still  remains  unliquidated,  to  the  amount  of$350,000, 
viz: 

Loaned  of  the  Manhattan  bank,  at  New  York,  at  dif- 
ferent times  between  the  28th  December,  1832,  and 
the  1st  of  April,  1833,    -        -        -        -        $100,000 
Between  the  2,5lh  October  and  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1833,         -----  100,000 

$200,000 

Of  the  Western  bank  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  28th 

April,  1833,        --------       50,000 

Of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  on  the  5th  June,  1833,    -  50,000      ,; 

Of  the  Commonwealth  bank  of  Boston,  on  the  Isl  No- 
vember, 1833,  -,_-.--      50,000 

Making  together,  as  above,  the  sum  of  -        -        $350,000 

A  loan  was  also  made  of  the  Patriotic  bank  of  this  city,  on 
1st  of  May,  1833,  of  $50,000  for  six  months,  which  was  repaid 
wlien  it  became  due. 

In  all  these  cases,  an  interest  is  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

The  above  comprises  all  the  moneys  harrowed  by  the  depart- 
ment on  interest.  Some  of  the  banks,  in  which  post  masters 
deposite  their  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  have 
been  overdrawn  by  the  department;  but  to  what  amount  can- 
not be  precisely  ascertained,  because  the  state  of  their  accounts 
is  chancing  every  day  by  deposites  being  made  in  such  banks; 
but  the  total  amountof  such  over  drafts  is  estimated  at$50,0000 
from  which  sum  it  will  not  essentially  vary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, W.  T.  BARRY. 

Several  private  bills  were  passed,  &c. 

The  vice  president  having  announced  the  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites, 

Mr.  Benton  resumed  his  observations,  and  concluded  at  about 
3  o'clock,  with  moving  to  strike  out  the  second  resolution  and 
insert  "that  Nicholas  Biddle,  president  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  — —  be  summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  se- 
nate on  the day  of ,  then  and  there  to  be  examined  on 

oath,  touching  the  causes  of  the  late  large  curtailment  of  debts 
due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting the  said  curtailment;  also,  to  be  then  and  there  examin- 
ed touching  the  application  of  the  moneys  of  the  bank  to  elec- 
tioneering and  political  objects." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  8.  Several  reports  from  committees  were  present- 
ed, &c. 

Mr.  Wcb<.ter,  from  the  select  committee  on  French  spolia- 
tions, reported  the  bill  referred  to  that  committee,  with  sundry 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Webster  then  said,  that  as  it  was  important  that  this  sub- 
ject should  be  discussed  at  as  early  a  period  of  the  session  as 
possible,  he  should  now,  iti  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  liH 
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Wednesday,  tlie  5lh  of  Pebruiiry,  and  to  make  it  the  special  or- 
der for  that  day. 

The  motion  wa3  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mangunt  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  14th  of  M;iy, 
18.10,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  senate  to  contract  with  the 
printer  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  copies  of  the  docu- 
ments printed  by  the  order  of  the  house  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Mr.  fVaggajnan  presented  a  resolution  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  lionisiana,  concerning  the  di.-»pules 
as  to  Spanish  titles  to  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Kent  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  modify- 
ing the  law  regulating  the  post  office  department,  as  to  author- 
ize the  transmission  by  mail  of  such  books  and  public  records, 
whether  bound  or  in  boards,  as  the  executive  of  the  respective 
states  are  in  the  habit  of  interchanging  with  each  other,  upon 
such  terms  as  will  best  comport  with  the  importance  of  the 
object. 

Mr.  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  senate  the  number  of  failures  which  have  occur- 
ed,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  in  conveying  the  mail  be- 
tween the  city  of  Washington  and  New  Orleans,  by  the  south- 
ern route;  and  the  number  and  amount  of  forfeitures  enforced 
by  him  in  consequence  of  these  failures,  during  the  same  period. 

Several  other  resolutions  were  offered,  and  many  private  bills 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  vice  president  having  announced  the  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Benton — 

Mr.  Southard  then  rose  and  said  that  he  had  come  prepared 
to  express  the  views  which  had  aided  him  in  making  up  his  de- 
cision as  to  his  own  vote,  but  an  amendment  had  been  intro- 
duced to  which  he  did  not  design  to  apply  any  of  his  observa- 
tions. According  to  all  parliamentary  usage,  while  this  amend- 
ment was  pending,  he  was  bound  to  address  himself  to  it.  It 
was,  therefore  his  wish  that  the  question  should  be  at  once  ta- 
ken on  the  amendment,  and  that,  until  that  was  done,  he  might 
reserve  what  he  had  to  say.  He  hoped  the  question  would  at 
once  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  he  desired  that  it  be  ta- 
ken by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  ForsythsaXA  that  the  question  had  come  on  him  unexpect- 
edly. The  mover  of  tlie  amendment  was  not  present,  and  he 
would  therefore  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tions in  the  form  in  which  they  were  offeriid,  but  he  wished  the 
senator  from  Missouri  to  be  present.  He  tliouglit  the  sugs»es- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
preliminary  matter  a  proper  one,  and  wished  that  a  delay  of  a 
few  minutes  might  take  place,  until  the  senator  from  Missouri 
could  be  sent  for.  He  had  no  desire  to  say  a  single  word  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  King  considered  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  as  incorrect,  and  that  the  whole  subject  was  now 
as  completely  open  for  discussion  as  if  the  amendment  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Poindexter  wished  to  tnake  one  remark.  The  subject 
which  had  been  discussed,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  senator 
from  Kentucky,  grew  out  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  related  to  the  removal  of  the  deposiies.  The 
amendment  which  had  been  presented  by  the  senator  from 
Missouri,  had  no  relevance  whatever  to  that  question.  It  was 
entirely  a  distinct  proposition,  which  the  senator  from  Missouri 
might  present  in  a  different  form;  when,  if  he  desired  the  testi- 
mony of  tlie  president  of  the  United  States  bank,  or  any  other 
ti;stimony,  he  could  submit  a  proposal  for  a  committee  of  tlie 
senate,  before  which  it  might  be  obtained  upon  oath.  But 
now,  while  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  were  under  discussion, 
the  senator  from  Missouri  had  closed  a  four  days' sp(!ech,  by 
making  a  proposition  which  was  absurd,  and  had  no  possible 
connection  with  the  subject.  Therefore,  he  lliought,  that  the 
senator  from  New  Jersey  was  correct  in  drawing  a  line  be- 
tween the  amendment  and  the  resolutions  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky.  He  hoped  tliat  the  question  would  be  at  once  taken 
on  tlie  amendment,  to  which,  in  another  view,  he  ol)jectPd,  as 
placing  the  senate  in  the  position  of  a  grand  jury  putting  an  in- 
dividual on  his  trial. 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  again,  and  said,  in  substance,  tliat  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  on  the  amendment — tliat  he  thouclit  the 
senator  from  New  Jersey  might  go  on.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  question,  but  wished  every  member  in  his  seat.  He  was 
not  quite  satisfied  that  the  course  of  the  senator  from  Missouri 
was  the  correct  one,  but  assuredly  the  amendment  had  refer- 
ence to  the  subject,  and  did  not  deserve  the  epithets  used  by 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  He  was  not  disposed  to  lake 
the  reasons  of  the  secretary  on  one  hand,  or  the  argument  of 
Uie  bank  on  the  other,  without  further  investigation;  but  he 
wished  that  e^taraination  to  be  by  a  committee  of  the  senate. 


Here  Mr.  Benton  came  in. 

Mr.  Kane  moved  a  division  of  the  question,  so  that  it  be  first 
taken  on  striking  out. 

The  chair  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Henton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  Linn, 
Morris,  Slie|)ley,  Tullmadge,  Tiploii,  White,  Wright— 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Ewiiig,  Forsyth,  Frelinghnyseii,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala. 
King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  McKean,  Maiigum,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Kobltins,  Robin- 
son, Silsbee,  Siriith,  Soniliard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Waggamaii,  Webster,  Wilkins — 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Southard  then  rose,  and  addressed  tlie  senate  until  three 
o'clock;  when,  without  coining  to  a  close,  he  gave  way  to  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuyien,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

HODSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  3.  Mr.  Selden''s  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  5 
per  cent,  stock,  offered  on  the  20ili  ult.  (see  page  294)  coming 
up  for  consideration,  Mr.  S.  supported  it  at  considerable  length, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Cambreleng.  [We  have  laid  the  re- 
port of  these  speeches  aside,  and  hope  to  give  them,  believing 
they  may  be  useful,  in  estimating  future  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment.] The  hour  expired  without  coming  to  a  decision, 
an  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Polk,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  S«i- 
den,  being  before  the  house. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private 
bills,  thirty  four  bills  were  passed  through  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur,  and  others,  was  con- 
sidered in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  committee  had 
leave  to  sit  again  on  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered  that  a  select  commit- 
tee on  enrolled  bills  should  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  five 
members.     And  then  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Jan.  6.  After  reading  the  journal,  the  speaker  slaled 
to  the  house  that  the  memorial  of  Noah  Fletcher,  ()resented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis],  was  the  un- 
finished business,  and  should  now  be  taken  up,  unless  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  waive  for  the  present  its 
consideration  until  the  slates  are  called  for  petitions. 

Mr.  Davis  replied,  that  as  gentlemen  were  probably  impatient 
to  present  the  memorials  they  had  received  from  their  consti 
tuents,  he  would  so  far  give  way  as  not  to  call  up  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  until  the  states  (:|ionld  have  been  called. 

The  chair  proceedi;d  to  call  the  slates  in  order,  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions,  &c. 

Many  petitions  were  then  presented — among  them, 

Mr.  Hiester  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  congress  two 
projects,  entitled  in  Iheir  estimation  to  be  considered  national 
improvements,  viz:  the  construction  of  a  stvainboat  navigation 
between  the  seaboard  and  the  lakes,  from  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
up  the  Susqueliannah  river,  and  through  the  Seneca  lake  and 
Oswego  river,  to  lake  Ontario,  and  a  connexion  between  Michi- 
gan lake  and  the  Illinois  river.  For  the  execution  of  which  works 
the  memorialists  pray  congress  to  make  an  appropriation,  or  to 
have  such  surveys  and  estimates  made  of  the  same  as  will  en- 
able a  definite  action  to  be  made  thereon  at  tlifir  next  session. 
Its  reference  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  was  moved, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hiester  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  liancaster,  praying  the  resto- 
ration of  the  public  deposit(!s  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  this  institution  may  be  recliartered.  Its  reference  tQ 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  was  moved,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Several  other  memorials  were  also  presented  to  the  same  ef- 
fect; amongst  them — 

Mr.  Selden  presented  the  memorial  of  tlie  board  of  trade  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  setting  forth  the  deranged  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  calling  upon  congress  to  apply  the  necessary  reme- 
dy. [In  presenting  the  petition,  Mr.  Selden  took  occasion  to 
say  that  the  memorial  had  met  the  public  eye  thronch  the  news- 
papers, as  he  believed,  without  the  riireciion  of  the  board,  and 
certainly  without  any  disrespect  to  this  house.  This  board  con- 
sists of  merchants  engaged  in  the  sale  and  di-tribiition  of  mer- 
chandise in  every  section  of  this  conntiy,  and  are  deeply  inter- 
ested in,  and  intimately  acquainted  with,  all  our  internal  ex- 
changes.] 

Mr.  Binney  presented  the  following: 
To  the  honorable  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  Jlmcricn  in  coiie^ress  css.emhlcd~  the  memorial  of 

the  directors  of  the  Philadelphia  hoard  of  trade, 
Respectfully  sheweth: 

That,  at  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  board  of  trade,  convened, 
by  public  notice,  at  llie  nieiehaiils  coffee  house  on  tlie  first  tlay 
of  the  present  month,  a  resolnlioii  was  adopted,  with  (miy  two 
dissenting  voices,  (a  copy  of  wliif'h  is  herewith  eoinmnnioated), 
in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  which,  the  directors  approach 
the  representatives  ol  the  people  in  both  houses  of  congress  as- 
sembled, respectfully  to  lay  before  them  the  earnest  representa- 
lioiis  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  ask  that  relief  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  congress  to  afford. 
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Your  meiiiorialibU  do  not  make  this  appeal  to  congress,  with- 
out feeling  eatirely  assured  that  the  represeiUatives;  of  the  peo- 
ple will  recognize  in  it  the  exercisie  of  u  nianit'esi  right,  the  very 
.clement  of  our  repuhlican  constitution,  and  the  just  practical 
japplication  of  tiie  great  principle  asserted  in  the  Ueclaralion  of 
Independence,  ••tli;it  men  are  cudowud  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  »ecure  these  rights,  go- 
yernments  are  instituted  among  men."  In  the  exerciee  of  tiiis 
fight,  your  memorialists  proceed  to  remark,  that  within  a  few 
weeks  past,  the  community  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
Jiappiness  a  healthful  state  of  business,  and  a  sound  currency 
can  bestow.  Industry  of  every  kind  was  in  full  activity,  and 
fairly  rewarded,  and  the  whole  country  exhibited  a  condition  of 
more  than  ordinary  prosperity,  continually  advancing  and  pro- 
mising to  perpetuate  itself  by  tlie  inducement  it  offered  to  whole- 
jBome  enlerprize.  Such,  your  uiemorialists  aie  obliged  to  say, 
ii  no  longer  ihe  case.  The  reverse  of  what  has  been  stated,  is 
unhappily  the  truth.  Where,  three  short  months  ago,  there 
,wa8  prosperity,  there  is  now  distress;  where  there  was  activity, 
there  is  stagnation;  where  there  was  cheerful  confidence,  there 
js  suffering  and  alarm;  and  the  whole  aspect  of  business  is  so 
coijipletely  changed,  that  gloom  has  settled  upon  places  which 
were  rejoicing  in  the  success  of  regular  and  honest  exertions. 

The  cause  of  this  distress  is  as  palpable  as  the  fact  is  certain. 
It  has  not  been  brought  upon  us  by  any  visitation  of  Providence, 
to  which  it  would  be  our  duty  to  subnut  vviihxjut  murmuring; 
aor  is  it  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  our  representatives, 
whose  policy,  when  directed  to  the  interests  and  honor  of  our 
country,  it  would  be  our  pleasure  (as  it  has  been  at  whatever 
cost)  our  duty  to  maintain.  The  seasons  have  come  in  regular 
fiijccession,  loaded  by  the  bounty  of  heaven  with  the  fruits  of 
the  earth.  Pestilence  has  not  invaded  our  land,  nor  has  it  been 
visited  by  natural  evils  of  any  description;  neillier  has  there 
been  a  transition  from  war  to  peace  or  from  peace  to  war.  In 
^11  respests,  excepting  one,  the  way  of  prosperity  and  hap[)ines5i 
js^pen  as  it  was  before.  How  comes  it,  tlien,  that  we  are  no 
longer  walking  in  it?  Why  has  it  been  thus  suddenly  broken 
up  and  obstructed.''  To  what  is  it  owing,  that  on  every  side  we 
hear  the  accents  of  lamentatioii  and  distress,  while  even  the 
strongest  are  so  shorn  of  their  strength,  that  they  can  afford  no 
lielp  to  their  weaker  neighbors;  that  banks  cannot  give  accom- 
jflodation;  that  corporations  cannot  borrow  even  for  the  prose- 
rfiulion  of  liie  most  valuable  improvements;  that  establishments 
are  reduced  and  workmen  dismissed,  pennyless  and  unprovid- 
ed, at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year;  whence  is  it,  that  we 
jpee  so  sudden  and  great  depression  of  every  description  of  stocks; 
Jhat  we  hear  of  so  many  and  heavy  failures;  that  even  the  stocks 
of  our  great  commo'nwealih  have  suffered  such  a  serious  de- 
cline.'' 

Your  memorialists  have  no  hesitation  in  adding  their  testi- 
mony to  the  mass,  already  moie  than  sufficient,  which  has  been 
X)ffered  to  congress.  The  evils  we  now  experience,  and  the 
greater  ones  we  have  to  dread,  are  owing  to  a  single  cause--the 
derangement  of  the  currency;  itself  brought  on  by  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  from 
jhe  bank  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  your  memorialists,  and  it  is  very 
far  from  their  inclination,  to  inquire  how,  and  by  whom,  or  for 
what  reasons,  this  removal  was  made;  they  enter  not  into  the 
political  view  of.  the  question.  What  they  affirm  is,  that  the 
Removal  of  the  deposites  is  the  cause  of  their  present  sufferings; 
;ftnd,  in  proof  of  this,  they  aver,  that,  coeval  with  the  annuncia- 
tion to  withdraw  them,  was  the  first  impression  upon  credit. 
Cotemporaneous  with  its  progress  in  execution,  and  in  propor- 
iion  to  its  advances,  has  been  its  destroying  influence;  the 
shocks  becoming  heavier  atid  heavier,  until  now  we  are  in  the 
extremity  of  distress,  Vvfith  no  prospectof  relief  but  fron)  the  im- 
mediate interposition  of  thtt  power  of  the  people,  by  their  repre- 
sentatives in  congress. 

To  the  cause  thus  !«tatcd,  and  to  that  alone,  your  memorialists 
-are  firmly  convinced,  is  to  be  traced  all  that  they  suffer,  and  all 
that  they  have  to  dread.  And  surely  no  one  can  doubt  that  this 
.cause  is  fully  adequate.  It  has,  unhappily,  been  made  mani- 
fest, by  the  lessons  of  painful  experience,  that  the  beneficial 
strength  which  has  been  taken  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  has  not  been  imparted  to  the  state  banks;  on  the  con- 
•trary,  they  have  been  weakened  and  endangered  by  the  process, 
find  compelled,  by  a  regard  for  their  own  security,  to  abstain 
from  attempting  to  give  aid  to  anything  like  the  extent  required. 
Your  memoriaWsts  are  not  unaware  that  some  have  sujigested 
that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing this  distress;  and  even  asserted  that  it  has  done  so  for 
lAte  purpose  of  compelling  a  restoration  of  the  deposites.  As 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  tlie  neighbors  of  the  respectable  men 
selected  by  the  stockholders  to  manage  their  concerns— as  citi- 
7,en3  of  Pentisylvania,  whore  the  parent  bank  is  located — as 
^merchants  ami  traders,  whose  daily  concerns  make  them  ac- 
:quainfed  with  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  your  memorialists  would 
feel  tluunselves  called  oti,  in  common  justice,  to  say,  that  th<>y 
believe  such  suggestions  and  insinuations  are  without  any  foun- 
dation whatever.  Your  tTicmoriAli*ts  are  the  more  emboldened 
.t.o  make  tlvis  statement,  because;  they  are  supported  in  it  by  the 
^ficisive  evidence  of  the  tnenioriale  froirl  the  titate  banks,  alrea- 
dy g«ne  forward  to  congress. 

Your  memorialists  arc  pnrsuadrtd  that,  as  the  cause  of  the  ex- 
isting evils  is  thus  plainly  discernible,  so  is  the  remedy  for  them 
,easy  10  bij  applied.   The  j)a*t is  beyond  relief.   TUo^c  vyUo  have 


already  perished  in  the  disastrous  storui  are  out  of  the  reach  of 
help;  but,  for  the  future,  the  wisdom  of  the  people,  embodied  in 
congress,  may  be  applied  with  effect.  The  removal  of  the  de- 
posites has  been  tlie  cause— their  restoratif)n  will  be  the  reme- 
dy. Your  ntemoiialists,  therefore,  respectfully,  but  earnestly, 
ask  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  congress  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  immediately  cause  the  restoratiojj  of  the 
deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales. 
Fhiladeljihia,  January  3. 18.'M. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  president. 
George  W.  Toland,  secretary. 

In  presenting  this  memoiiul,  Mr.  £tn7iej/ remarked  tliat  the 
hoard  of  trade  of  Philadelphia,  was  an  association  which  had 
been  instituted  within  the  past  year;  it  consisted  of  gentlemen 
engaged  both  in  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  and  it  proba- 
bly embodied  a  greater  mass  of  trading  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence than  was  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  state.  The  board 
had  in  this  memorial  gone  at  length  into  an  examination  of  the 
causes  of  the  existing  distress  in  the  commercial  conununity, 
and  had  suggested  what  they  conceived  to  be  the  only  adequate 
remedy. 

Several  other  matters  being  disposed  of— 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  offer  a 
resolution.     To  this  leave  unanimous  consent  being  necessary, 
and  it  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  which  requires  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  house;  stating  that  the  object  of  the 
resolution  was  to  prevent  collision  and  conflict  between  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  and  the  state  of  Alabama  on  the 
subject  of  certain  Indian  treaties. 
The  rule  was  thereupon  suspended — yeas  115,  nays  16. 
Mr.  Lewis  then  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  afiliiirs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  March,  1832, 
with  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  be  in- 
consistent with  the  sovereign  right  of  jurisdiction  of  said  slate 
within  its  limits;  and  whether  the  execution  of  said  treaty  Jias 
so  far  conflicted,  or  is  likely  to  conflict,  v^'ith  the  operations  of 
the  laws  of  said  state  over  the  country  ceded  by  such  treaty; 
and  if  so,  to  inquire  whether  some  acts  of  legislation,  consistent 
with  the  right  of  said  Indians,  may  not  be  necessary  to  prevent 
such  conflict,  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Having  presented  his  resolution,  Mr,  Lewis  went  at  large  into 
an  exposition  of  the  reasons  by  which  he  conceived  it  to  be  sup- 
ported. 

After  stating  the  natui-e  of  the  dispute  between  the  state  and 
the  government,  he  said  that  when  he  left  home  all  was  quiet, 
and  universal  congratulation  were  exchanged  on  the  prospect 
that  the  orders  of  the  presideirt,  to  proceed  to  a  forcible  removal 
of  the  settlers  on  Indian  lands,  would  be  deferred;  but  since  his 
arrival  he  had  received  letters  stating  that  a  large  military  force 
had  been  concentrated  at  Fort  Mitchell,  and  orders  were  out  for 
them  to  act  on  the  15th  of  January  inst.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  had  written  to  the  secretary  of  war,  inquiring  into 
the  truth, and  had  been  told,  in  answer,  that  the  tiirie  could  not 
be  extended,  and  the  order  had  not  been  revoked.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  could  no  longer  abstain  from  invoking  the 
interposition  of  congress  to  devise  some  measure  which  should 
prevent  the  necessity  ofa  resort  to  force,  and  obviate  the  other- 
wise impending  collision  of  the  two  governments. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  L.  was  very  severe  on  the 
executive,  whom  he  charged  with  inconsistency  in  his  conduct 
towards  Georgia  and  Alabama,  in  cases  precisely  similar  to 
each  other;  aiul  of  remissness  in  his  duty,  in  not  having  appris- 
ed congress  in  his  message  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Steirart,  not  conceiving  that  there  was  any  present  ne- 
cessity of  going  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  Hje  table,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the. 
request  of 

Mr,  Lewis,  then  urged  the  necessity  of  speedy  action  by  the 
house, 

Mr,  Jones  of  Georgia,  then  took  the  floor  in  support  of  the  re- 
solution; in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  J.  stated  as  a  fact, 
within  almost  his  personal  knowledge,  that  when  Owens  was 
killed  as  an  intruder  on  Indian  lands,  the  land  he  occupied  was 
not  desired  by  the  Indians,  but  by  another  white  settler,  who 
obtained  possession  of  it  within  forty  eight  hours  after  Owen's 
death, 

Mr.  MeKinley  obtained  the  floor,  and,  after  expressing  his 
surprise  that,  congress  should  on  the  6th  of  January  be  called  to 
provide  for  an  emergency  which  was  to  happen  in  Alabama  on 
the  15tb,  moved  an  adjournment. 
But  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MeKinley  Uieu  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
until  to  morrow. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr,  Orennell  called  for  a  second  reading  of  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Mr,  MeKinley  now  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed 
until  to  morrow, 

Mr,  Foster  inquired  wholher,  if  this  motion  prevailed,  this 
resolution  would  have  precedence  of  the  bank  question. 

The  chfdr  replied  in  the  negative,  unless  the  iiouse  should 
order  otUerwise.  Thb  bank  question  was  the  unfinished  busi- 
nc;s^,  in  Us  .clubS. 
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Mr.  Mardis  demanded  the  yeas  atid  nay?  on  postponement. 
They  were  ordi;red  by  tlie  hou^c,  and  being  taken,  stood  as  fol- 
lows— yeas  110,  nays  107. 

So  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  tomorrow. 
Tlie  ckuir  presented  to  tlie  house  the  following  message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  received  by  the  hands  of  ma- 
jor Donelson: 

Washington,  Jan.  6,  1834. 
To  the  house  of  representatives: 

I  commuiiicaie  to  coiigress  an  extract  of  a  letter  recently  re- 
ceived from  James  11.  L<-it),  consul  ol  the  [Jniied  States  at  Tan- 
yier,  by  whicii  it  appears  that  that  officer  has  been  induced  to 
receive  from  the  emperor  of  Morocco  a  present  of  a  lion  and 
two  horses,  whicli  he  holds  as  belonging  to  the  United  Slates. 
There  being  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive,  applicable 
to  the  objects  stated  by  Mr.  Leib,  1  submit  the  whole  subject  to 
tlie  consideration  ofcongress,  for  such  direction  as  in  ttieir  wis- 
dom may  seem  proper.  X  have  directed  instructions  to  be  given 
to  all  our  ministers  and  agents  abroad,  requiring  that,  in  future, 
unless  previously  authorised  by  congress,  they  will  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  accept  presents  of  any  description  from  any 
foreign  state. 

I  deem  it  proper,  on  this  occasion,  to  invite  tlie  attention  of 
congress  to  the  presents  which  have  heretofore  been  made  to 
our  public  officers,  and  which  have  been  deposited,  under  the 
orders  of  the  government,  in  the  department  of  state.  These 
articles  are  altogether  useless  to  the  government,  and  the  care 
and  the  preservation  of  them  in  the  department  of  state  are  at- 
tended with  considerable  inconvenience. 

That  provision  of  the  constitution,  which  forbids  any  officer, 
without  the  consent  of  congress,  to  accept  any  present  from 
any  foreign  power,  may  be  considered  as  having  been  satisfied 
by  the  surrender  of  the  articles  to  the  government,  and  they 
might  now  be  disposed  of  by  congress  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  originally  intended,  or  to  their  heirs,  with  obvious  pro- 
priety in  both  cases;  and  in  the  latter  would  be  received  as 
grateful  memorials  of  the  character  of  the  parent. 

As,  under  the  positive  order  now  given,  similar  presents  can- 
not hereafter  be  received,  even  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  I  recommend  to  congress  to 
authorise  by  law  that  the  articles  already  in  the  department  of 
state  shall  be  delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  origi- 
nally presented,  if  living,  and  to  the  heirs  of  such  as  may  have 
died.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions; and  the  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  7.  Many  private  bills  were  reported  this  day. 
A  message  from  the  president  was  received  enclosing  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  concerning  the  bridge  over 
the  Potomac.  [This  article  is  rather  long  for  insertion,  at  this 
time.  Tlie  simple  facts  stated  are.  that  Riah  Gilson  and  Phi- 
lander Stepliens,  in  May  last,  entered  into  contract  to  build  the 
bridge  for  the  sum  of  i^l, 186,625;  but  some  misunderstanding 
having  tnken  place  as  to  the  terms,  &c.  they  declined  the  con- 
tract in  November — after  which  O.  H.  Dibble  proposed  to  build 
the  bridge,  in  two  years,  from  the  1st  of  March  next,  for  the  sum 
of  $1,350,000,  and  his  offer  was  accepted,  &c.] 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  with  Mr.  McDuffi,e''s  motion  for  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  for  restoring  them  to  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Mr.  Binney  arose  and  addressed  the  chair  at  length — but  gave 
way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  before  he  concluded  his  speech. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  8.  The  following  letter  was  received  by  the 
tpeaker  of  the  house,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

House  of  representatives,  Jan.  8,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  seat  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  over  which  you  preside, 
lias  become  vacant  by  resignation,  addressed  to  the  executive 
of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant,  H.  A.  BULLARD.* 
To  the  ho7i.  Andrew  Stevenson,  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep. 

Mr.  Selden,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  merchants  and  owners  of 
vessels  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  the  following  bill: 

An  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  ri- 
ver, in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  &.c.  That  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  removal  of 
obstructions  therein,  according  to  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
bouse  of  representatives  by  the  department  of  war,  under  date 
of  March  30,  183-2;  which  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasuiy  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  shall  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
■  The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house. 


*Mr.  Bullard  has  b?Rn  appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Porter,  lately  appointed  a  se- 
nator in  congress  from  that  state.  Ed.  Reg. 


Mr.  Harper,  fioin  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill  to  ei- 
lablish  a  marine  hospital  at  Portland,  in  Maine;  which  was  also 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  subject  of  the  public  dt-positcs  having  been  resumed,  Mr. 
Binney  of  Pennsylvania,  continued,  lor  the  space  of  nearly 
three  liours,  the  speech  which  he  commenced  the  day  before. 
He  had  not  concluded  what  he  had  to  say,  when,  being  request- 
ed to  do  so,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn;  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

THDRSDX-X'S    PROCEEDINGS. 

In  the  senate,  the  morning  business,  which  was  not  impor- 
tant, being  disposed  of,  Mr.  Southard  continued  his  speech  un- 
til the  usual  hour,  without  concluding. 

In  the /totwe,  Mr.  ^1717161/ concluded  his  speech,  as  it  is  said 
with  "unsurpassed  ability,"  when  Mr.  Camhreleng,  after  a  few 
prefatory  remarks,  mov  d  the  previous  question,  which  the 
house  refused  (1-08  to  89)  to  order.  The  subject,  therefore,  con- 
tinues to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Cambreleng  had  the 
floor,  but  waived  his  right  to  proceed,  in  order  to  let  the  partial 
general  appropriation  bill,  and  the  naval  and  Indian  appropria- 
tion bills,  be  considered.  Nothing  definitive,  however,  was 
done  in  either  of  them  before  the  adjournment. 

NEW  YORK  CHAMBER  OF  TRADE. 
To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  congress  assembled — the  memorial  of  the 
board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Respectfdlly  sheweth, 

That  the  members  of  this  association  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
all  that  concerns  our  common  country,  and  in  whatever  is  cal- 
culated to  promote  its  welfare  and  prosperity,  they  will  at  all 
times  join  with  its  most  patriotic  citizens,  witiiout  permitting 
themselves  to  be  influenced  by  the  views  and  sentiments  of  our 
prominent  political  parties.  The  board  of  trade  in  memorializ- 
ing your  honorable  bodies,  beg  to  say,  that  they  approach  you 
as  inerchants  and  as  merchants  only. 

In  this  character,  then,  they  respectfully  solicit  the  attention 
of  your  honorable  bodies  to  the  present  state  of  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  country.  Having  a  large  and  widely  extended  fo- 
reign and  domestic  trade,  the  country  gave,  until  very  recently, 
daily  evidences  of  increased  wealth  and  growing  prosperity. 
With  superabundant  crops,  and,  as  they  thought,  ample  means 
througliout  the  country  to  meet  their  engagements,  the  mer- 
chants are  constrained  to  state  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that 
the  prospect  so  encouraging  to  them  is  changed;  and  the  means 
which  they  once  considered  so  ample  for  all  their  business  en- 
gagements, are  now  comparatively  useless.  With  the  balance 
of  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  commercial  world  in  our  favor;  an 
unusual  quantity  of  specie  on  hand,  and  the  daily  arrivals  of 
more  in  our  ports^  and  produce  and  manufactures  to  an  unpre- 
cedented extent  in  the  country,  we  exhibit  the  extraordinary 
anomaly  at  once,  of  being  the  lichest  and  the  poorest  commer- 
cial nation  on  the  globe. 

Situated  as  your  memorialists  are  in  this  community,  it  seema 
to  be  expected  o(  them,  that  they  should  express  their  opinion, 
as  to  the  cause  of  this  extraordinary  state  of  things.  It  has  been 
the  experience  of  many  members  of  this  association,  to  feel  the 
effects  of  an  unsound  currency  upon  tlio  commercial  transac- 
tions of  this  country,  and  of  course  to  know,  previous  to  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  many  diffi- 
culties of  conducting  trade  with  any  certainty,  or  prospect  of 
gain.  They  saw  with  much  gratification,  that  as  soon  as  this 
institution  went  into  operation,  there  was  a  great  and  salutary 
change  in  money  operations,  which  continued  to  improve  until 
the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  country  was  brought  to  a 
specie  standard,  and  with  this  change,  commerce  began  to  thrive 
and  continued  to  improve  to  an  almost  unparalleled  degree, 
until  the  renewal  of  its  charter  and  the  question  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  government  deposites  were  agitated,  since  which 
time,  there  has  been  much  embarrassment  and  uncertainty  in 
our  finances.  And  your  memorialists  are  constrained  to  say, 
they  cannot  doubt,  that  these  are  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole 
causes  of  our  present  embarrassed  situation. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  conceive  it  possible,  for  the  state 
banks  to  act  with  the  unanimity  and  concert  necessary  to  ma- 
nage the  public  funds,  or  to  regulate  the  currency  with  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage  to  the  government,  or  mercantile  interests  of 
the  country. 

In  presenting  their  views  with  reference  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  times,  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  solicit  the 
prompt  intervention  of  your  honorable  bodies,  by  a  wise  and 
patriotic  legislation,  to  remedy  as  far  as  possible,  the  evils  grow- 
ing out  of  the  deranged  state  of  our  currency  from  whatever 
causes  they  may  have  arisen,  which  press  so  heavily  upon  the 
agricultural,  mechanical  and  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 
And  as  in  duty  bound  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

MR.  POLK'S  SPEECH. 
Continued  and  concluded  on  Thursday,  Jan.  2. 
When  I  had  the  honor  to  address  this  house  two  days  ago,  I 
endeavored  to  establish,  by  amument  and  from  authority,  the 
position,  that  in  removins  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  had  exercised  only  the  ordinary 
power  conferred  on  hint  by  the  constitution,  and  fully  sanctioii- 
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ed  by  precedent;  and  I  also  endeavored  to  establish,  from  rea- 
son and  usage,  that  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  or- 
dering the  removal  of  the  puWlic  deposiles  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  had  done  nothing  that  was  novel  or  unprecedent- 
ed, but  had  exerted  a  power  over  the  funds  of  the  government 
conferred  upon  him  by  law,  and  which  his  predecessors  liad 
used  in  like  manner,  and  thai  he  had  assigned  to  this  house 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  so  doing. 

I  shall  now,  with  what  brevity  I  may,  proceed  to  examine 
the  reasons  adduced  by  him,  together  with  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  against  such  an  exercise  of  power. 

The  first  objection  we  have  hesrd  is  of  a  popular  character, 
and  is  one  which,  at  first  view,  might  seem  to  have  something 
in  it;  it  is,  that  the  removal  was  ordered  within  only  sixty  days 
from  the  meeting  of  congress.  Why,  it  is  asked,  did  not  the 
secretary  wait?  Why  did  he  not  submit  a  question  of  this  mo- 
ment to  the  representatives  of  tlie  people?  This  seems  specious. 
But,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  congress,  by  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  had  divested  itself  of  all  charge  of  the  deposites,  or  con- 
trol over  them,  and  had  vested  it  exclusively  in  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury;  and,  therefore,  had  this  body  been  in  session  at  the 
time,  it  would  have  had  no  power  to  interfere  as  to  the  place 
where  the  public  moneys  should  be  deposited.  Why.  then, 
ought  the  secretary  to  have  waited?  And  for  what?  To  send  a 
letter  to  this  house,  and  ask  our  advice?  Sir,  would  lie  not  have 
been  laughed  to  scorn,  bad  he  taken  such  a  course?  Would  it 
not  have  been  said — why,  liere  is  a  high  financial  officer  of  the 
government  who  fears  to  take  the  responsibility  which  the  law 
devolves  upon  him,  and  who  applieis  to  others  to  stand  before 
him  as  his  shield  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty?  Sir, 
it  would  justly  have  been  said.  But,  had  he  done  so,  the 
deposites  could  not  have  been  removed  until  he  decided  to  give 
the  order.  His  reasons  for  removing  them  are  required  by  the 
charter  to  be  given  to  this  house,  not  before,  but  subsequent  to 
their  removal.  Well,  sir,  and  what  would  have  been  said,  had 
he  removed  the  deposites  three  days  after  congress  had  adjourn- 
ed at  the  last  session?  Why,  then  we  should  have  been  told 
that  he  only  waited  till  the  representatives  of  the  people  had 
turned  their  backs;  and  this  would  have  been  said  with  still 
more  reason  than  the  other. 

Suppose  again  that  he  had  waited  until  three  days  after  con- 
gress had  assembled.  The  popular  argument  then  would  have 
been  (though  there  would  have  been  nothing  in  it)  that  here  we 
had  a  mere  secretary,  in  the  very  face  of  the  people's  represen- 
tatives, venturing,  without  their  concurrence  or  advice,  upon 
this  high  handed  measure,  for  such  it  would  have  been  called. 
So  that  it  seems  to  me,  objections  as  to  the  time  of  the  removal 
might  have  been  urged  with  equal,  if  not  with  greater  force, 
had  any  other  period  been  selected  than  that  which  was  actual- 
ly chosen  for  the  removal.  I  think  that  the  time  selected  was 
a  fortunate  one:  it  enabled  the  people's  representatives  to  con- 
eider  the  subject,  and  to  give  at  least  some  expression  of  their 
will  to  those  whom  they  should  send  here.  Here  are  represen- 
tatives from  all  portions  of  the  union,  who  have  now  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  with  them  some  expression  of  the  public  sen- 
timent on  the  measure.  So  much  for  this  objection,  which,  to 
a  merely  casual  observer,  might  appear  to  have  more  in  it  than 
it  really  contains. 

I  come  BOW  to  what  the  secretary  gives  as  his  prominent 
reason  for  the  measure  he  adopted,  viz:  the  probable  expiration 
of  the  bank  charter  about  two  years  hence.  It  was  no  part  of 
the  government's  contract  with  the  bank  that  the  deposites 
should  remain  in  its  custody  during  the  whole  period  of  its  ex- 
istence: on  the  contrary,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  that  they 
might  be  withdrawn  by  the  secretary  at  will.  Nor  was  anyrea- 
sna  stated  as  the  ground  of  removal.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
render  the  removal  lawful,  that  the  deposites  should  be  unsafe 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank;  other  reasons  might  operate  to  pro- 
duce the  secretary's  determination.  This  was  conceded  in  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina — he  granted 
that  there  might  be  other  sufficient  reasons  for  .«neh  a  measure. 
The  secretary  has  assigned  the  probable  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter in  1836,  and  the  necessity  in  anticipation  of  the  state  of 
things  which  must  necessarily  take  place  at  that  time,  of  pro- 
viding a  currency  for  the  public  use,  and  a  place  of  safb  keep- 
ing for  the  public  moneys  without  disturbing  the  channels  of 
trade,  and  occasioning  the  great  shock  to  the  country  which 
■would  otherwise  be  inevitable.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  not  attempted  to  meet  the  argument  of  the  secre- 
tary. His  whole  argument  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
bank  charter  is  to  be  renewed. 

The  gentleman  spoke  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  country, 
the  condition  of  things  in  1817  and  18,  and  what  would  be  the 
state  of  the  currency  if  there  were  no  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  secretary  proceeds  on  a  different  assumption— he  goes  on 
the  principle  that  the  bank  is  not  to  be  rechartered.  He  con- 
siders himself  bound  to  take  the  laws  as  they  are;  in  addftion 
to  which,  he  has  the  further  ground  of  the  public  sentiment  to  a 
pretty  great  extent.  On  that  point,  I  may  boldly  appeal  to  g'^n- 
tlemen  here.  Sir,  how  many  of  these  representatives  of  tlin 
people's  will  do  believe  that  the  bank  will  be  rechartered?  flr.w 
many,  with  the  knowledge  they  possess  of  ihe  public  opinion, 
will  express  such  a  belief?  I  guess  you  will  find  but  few  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  willing  to  stake  their  reputation  on  surli 
an  opinion.  The  diflTerence  between  the  secretary  and  the  j;ou- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  lies  in  this:  that  the  ou(!  assumes 
that  the  bank  is  to  be  rechartered,  and  the  ntlicr  mssiihios  llio 
contrary— which  hae  the  right  of  the  question?    Tinu;  must  de- 


termine. The  state  of  public  opini«n  we  all  knovir.  If  this  is 
not  the  inference  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
ask  when  then  could  the  deposites  have  been  removed  at  a  bet- 
ter time  than  now?  Sir,  the  argumentof  the  gentleman  amounts 
to  an  assumption  that  the  bank  charter  is  to  be  perpetual. 

But,  it  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  deposiles  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  great  distress,  and  an  unusual  pecuniary  pressure. 
I  shall  controvert  that  position,  but,  admitting  it  for  argument's 
sake  to  be  true,  I  ask,  at  what  time  would  their  removal  have 
been  productive  of  less?  If  this  bank  is  to  expire,  if  it  is  not  to 
be  rechartered,  and  if  the  deposites  must  have  been  withdrawn 
at  soiue  time,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  point  their  finger  to  the  time 
when  the  pressure  (which  they  assume  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
withdrawal  alone)  would  have  been  any  less  than  it  is  now? 
Nay,  sir,  when  would  it  not  have  been  greater  than  it  is?  Will 
gentlemen  answer,  at  the  moment  when  the  bank  charter  shall 
expire?  What,  sir?  When  the  eighteen  or  nineteen  millions  of 
its  circulation  shall  all  be  returning  upon  the  bank,  and  the  in- 
stitution shall  be  in  the  act  of  winding  up  its  affairs?  Would  less 
pressure  be  caused  then? 

But,  sir,  on  this  subject  of  pecuniary  pressure,  let  me  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  actual  state  of  facts.  It  appears 
from  the  statement  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  his 
statement  is  verified  by  the  bank  returns  themselves,  that  al- 
though the  charter  of  the  bank  was  about  to  expire  in  1836,  yet 
the  bank,  nevertheless  continued  to  extend  its  discounts,  until 
for  reasons  best  known  to  the  bank,  about  the  1st  of  August 
last,  the  policy  of  the  institution  was  totally  changed,  and  a  cur- 
tailment of  its  accommodations  took  place,  more  rapid  than  had 
ever  been  known  since  it  first  went  into  operation,  and  a  propor- 
tionate pressure  was  felt  tiiroughout  the  country.  But  to  be  more 
accurate,  and  I  feel  this  necessary,  because  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  said,  in  no  very  measured  terms,  that  the  secre- 
tary, in  his  report  to  this  house,  has  been  guilty  of  a  misrepre- 
sentation, and  of  a  gross  attempt  to  impose  upon  congress. 
Now,  sir,  I  stand  here  before  this  house  and  this  nation,  pledg- 
ed to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  human  being  that  the 
statement  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  true  to  the  letter. 

The  statement  of  the  secretary  is,  that  the  curtailments  of  the 
discounts  of  the  bank  from  August  1,  to  October  1,1833,  amount- 
ed to  tf4,065,146.  I  have  here  before  me  the  returns  of  the 
bank,  and  they  shew  the  statement  to  be  accurate  to  a  farthing, 
according  to  the  bank's  own  statement.  Mr.  P.  made  some 
other  comparative  statements,  which  the  reporter  could  not 
catch,  concluding  by  saying,  that  the  statements  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  were  perfectly  and  literally  accurate  and 
true.  The  secretary  attempts  no  misstatement.  lie  expressly 
says,  that  the  amount  consisted  of  loans  and  domestic  bills. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  insists  that  domestic 
bills  are  not  to  be  considered  as  discounts.  A  strange  doctrine 
indeed,  and  totally  new,  at  least  to  me.  I  can  shew,  by  the 
statement  of  the  bank  itself,  that  the  amount  of  domestic  bills 
discounted  in  a  single  year  was  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars; 
but  the  gentleman  will  have  it  that  these  are  not  discounts.  Not 
discounts,  sir?  1  thought  that  the  established  rule  was  to  set 
down  all  that  goes  out  as  debit,  and  all  that  come  in  as  credit. 
I  present  a  note:  the  bank  discounts  it:  a  merchant  draws  at 
Boston,  payable  at  New  York:  bills  thus  drawn  are  taken  up  J 
by  cash,  or  by  the  proceeds  of  notes  discounted.  This  doctrine  ■m 
as  to  these  bills  is  so  clear  and  settled,  that  I  had  not  supposed  " 
it  possible  it  could  ever  be  doubted. 

Mr.  P.  here  went  into  a  view  of  the  operation  of  discounts  of 
domestic  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  and  consequent  drafts  and  re- 
drafts, which  made  this  sort  of  discounting  the  profitable  and 
favorite  business  of  the  bank.     Yet  it  is  said  that  these  bills  of       j 
exchange,  thus  paying  interest  and  premium,  are  not  discount-       fl 
ed  bills!  The  secretary,  in  his  staleMent  of  the  curtailments  by        a 
tlie  bank,  expressly  stated  these  bills  to  be  included  in  the  sum 
total  of  them.     Wliere,  then,  was  the  intention  to  deceive? 

But  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  been  guilty  of  a  gross  attempt  to 
impose  upon  this  house,  by  misrepresenting  the  amount  of  cur- 
tailments by  the  bank,  during  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember. What  the  secretary  slates  on  this  point  is,  that  the 
receipts  into  the  treasury  during  those  months  had  been  unu- 
sually large,  and  that  in  consequence,  the  amount  of  the  public 
deposites  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  increased 
$3,268,000,  in  addition  to  its  increase  of  nutans  by  its  curtail- 
ments of  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars,  making  the  aggre- 
gate amount,  thus  collected  from  Ihe  communitv.  ^,334,000. 
Well,  sir,  is  this  not  true?  Is  it  not  literally  true?  The  bank  had 
increased  it.^  means,  and  could  have  accommodated  the  com- 
munity, by  discounting  to,  at  the  least,  the  extent  of  that  in- 
cieasc.  Instead  of  which,  it  had  curtailed  its  discounts  within 
the  same  period  ,1^4,066,000.  And,  sir,  is  there  here  any  mis- 
statement? Has  not  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  stated  the  fact 
as  it  is?  The  terms  wliicii  the  gentleman  has  applied  to  an  offi- 
cer of  the  government,  who  in  the  discharge  of  his  high  duty 
tlius  makes  official  statements  to  the  imnse,  were  unmeasured, 
and  not  cYiK^oted.  If  they  had  not  been  made,  sir.  I  sliould  not 
have  troiiliic'd  tlu.'  hnuse  wilh  these  and  the  following  views. 

The  gentleman  fiom  .Soiuli  Carolina  went  on  to  say.  sir,  that 
he  never  in  his  life  had  seen  so  uneandid  and  jesuitieal  a  st.ite- 
meiit,  for  ilie  purpose  of  throwinu'lhe  blame  of  ilie  existins;  pres- 
sure n|ion  the  hank  of  the  United  Stales,  than  tiial  of  thr  secre- 
t.iry  of  Ihe  trpa-:ury.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.  fke  siorerinncnt  did  not 
make  the  curtaiiinent  of  discounts.  If  tiiere  be  any  pressure  in 
consequence  of  it,  theu  the  rosponsilulity  for  it  nuist  rest  with 
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Ihe  bank,  which  did  make  it.  The  secretary  states  that  there 
was  no  occasion  for  the  hank  to  have  produced  this  pressure, 
or  pursued  this  grinding  policy;  hut  that,  with  accumulated  de- 
posites,  and  an  unusual  amount  of  specie,  it  was  in  its  power 
to  have  accommodated  the  community,  and  sustained  it  against 
the  pressure.  Now,  sir,  as  to  tlie  amount  of  specie,  how  was 
the  faci?  On  the  1st  of  Octol)er,  the  hank  had  on  hand  of  spe- 
cie, )t^  10,663,000,  having  increased  its  specie,  $640,000  within 
the  two  months  preceding.  Mr.  Biddle,  in  his  letter  of  April, 
1^32,  speaks  of  the  hank  having  on  some  occasion  therein  re- 
ferred to,  parted  wiili  its  surplus  specie.  According  to  the  view 
wliicii  he  there  takes  of  it,  all  over  $6,700,000  of  specie,  on  hand 
on  the  1st  October,  was  surplus:  and  yet  the  bank  continued 
to  collect  specie  from  the  state  banks,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
made  its  own  excessive  curtailments,  until  it  had  on  hand 
$10,600,000  of  specie,  being  a  surplus  of  millions  beyond  its 
wants.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  expresses  the  opinion, 
that,  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  the  curtailments 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  state  banks  did  not  fall 
much  short  of  nine  millions  of  dollars;  and  he  makes  a  predic- 
tion, further,  that  in  two  months  more  the  additional  curtail- 
ment by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would  have  been  five 
millions,  and  by  the  state  banks  an  equal  amount,  and  that  this 
curtailment  from  the  first  of  August  to  the  first  of  December,  to 
the  aggregate  of  nineteen  millions  of  dollars,  would  have  almost 
put  an  end  to  the  course  of  trade.  And,  sir,  the  secretary  has 
predicted  admirably  what  would  have  been  the  consequence,  if 
the  deposites  had  not  been  removed  when  they  were.  We  find 
that  the  curtailment,  by  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  months  ofOctober  and  November,  amounted  to  $.5,461,000, 
of  which  the  notes  discounted  amounted  to  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars.  The  amount  of  curtailment,  added  to  the 
curtailments  in  August  and  September,  made  an  aggregate  cur- 
tailment in  the  four  months  of  $9,700,000. 

If  the  state  banks  had,  as  they  probably  would  have  done, 
but  for  the  transfer  of  the  deposites,  curtailed  their  discounts  in 
the  same  proportion,  the  whole  curtailment  in  the  four  months 
would  not  have  fallen  much  short  of  the  amount  predicted  by 
the  secretary.  The  government  deposites  in  the  state  banks, 
however,  have  enabled  them,  pro  tanto,  to  mitigate  the  pres- 
sure: but,  so  far  as  concerns  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  not 
a  dollar  has  been  permitted  to  come  out  of  its  vaults  to  relieve 
tiie  community. 

As  to  the  existing  pressure,  Mr.  P.  said,  it  had  been  produced 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  itself,  by  its  sudden  curtail- 
ments; by  which  it  had  sought  to  produce  a  panic,  and  to  make 
the  people  believe  that  the  pressure  which  they  feel  is  the  con- 
sequence of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  that  bank.  To 
make  this  pressure  felt  the  more,  Mr.  P.  said,  the  curtailments 
had  been  in  a  great  degree  local,  confined  to  the  commercial 
cities.  We  find,  said  he,  that,  about  90  days  before  congress 
met,  as  stated  by  the  government  directors,  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  rather  a  secret  committee  of  that  bank,  in- 
Ftructed  the  western  branches  to  buy  in  no  bills  of  exchange 
but  those  on  the  Atlantic  cities,  having  ninety  days  to  run,  so 
as  to  produce  a  local  pressure,  first  at  New  York,  then  at  Phi- 
ladelphia probably;  and  next  in  order  of  time,  I  doubt  not,  Bal- 
timore is  to  be  visited  by  it. 

What,  sir,  is  the  operation  of  this  business  of  discounting 
bills  of  exchange,  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
cannot  conceive  to  be  a  part  of  the  loans  of  the  bank?  Let 
me  again  refer,  upon  this  point  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  in 
April,  183-2,  where  he  says:  "It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
illustrate  this  movement  of  the  internal  exchanges,  by  showing 
the  points  from  which  this  $20,776,916  of  bills  come,  and  where 
they  are  tending.  This  will  be  seen  in  the  annexed  table  mark- 
ed A:  among  the  objects  of  interest  presented  in  it,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  amount  of  bills  from  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
amount  to  $10,212,905,  and  that  the  amount  payable  within  an 
average,  probably,  of  sixty  days,  at  N.  York,  is  $4,096,410;  and 
at  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Providence  and  Boston  $4,387,059, 
making  an  aggregate  of  $8,483,469.  The  extent  of  these  opera- 
tions, during  the  last  year,  amounted  to  $48,562,185  32;"  one 
hnlf  nearly  of  this  vast  amount  being  payable  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  nearly  all  the  residue  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
Providence  and  Boston. 

Sir,  the  bank  statements  do  not  shew  where  the  bills  purchas 
ed  by  it  are  payable,  but  only  the  aggregate  amounts,  purchased 
at  particular  places  and  dates.  But  we  have  conclusive  evi- 
dence before  us  that  the  bank  timed  exactly  its  reduction,  so  as 
to  produce  a  pressure  about  the  meeting  of  congress,  to  in- 
duce the  state  banks  to  come  forward  and  appeal  to  con- 
gress, as  has  been  done  by  the  very  same  banks,  and  using  tlie 
same  arguments  as  two  years  ago  memorialized  us  in  favor  of  a 
re-charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Yes,  sir,  they  and 
the  whole  mercantile  community  are  to  be  pressed  upon  to 
come  forward  and  solicit  for  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  an 
extension  of  its  monopoly.  If  jou  will  turn  to  the  memorial 
from  these  banks  two  years  ago,  you  will  perceive  the  exact 
similitude  of  the  language  employed  then  and  now,  the  same 
common  places  about  a  sound  currency,  and  all  that;  and  that 
the  country  cannot  exist  without  a  bank,  &c.  With  respect  to 
this  pressure,  sir,  it  is  impossible  that  the  mere  removal  of  the 
deposites  can  have  produced  it.  If  the  amount  of  those  de- 
posites had  been  annihilated,  it  conld  noi  have  produced  it. 
The  curtailments  by  the  bank  of  the  U.  ifod  Ptates,  since  the  1st 
of  Auiust.  have  in  fact  lieen  uro:\ipr  thmi  t!i'^  whole  amount  of 
tiic  ijubjic  depositee;  it  has  withdrawn  from  Ihe  business  of  the 


country,  in  this  way,  more,  by  one  and  a  half  million  of  do 
than  the  whole  amount  of  the  government  deposites. 

It  cannot  be  objected  to  the  local  banks  that  they  have  creat- 
ed the  pressure,  because  they  are  but  protecting  themselves 
from  the  effect  of  the  excessive  curtailments  by  tiic  bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  mere  transfer  of  the  public  moneys  could 
not  have  produced  the  pressure.  Has  the  money  been  export- 
ed.' Is  it  not  still  in  the  country.'  If  the  hank  of  the  Uiiiteil 
States  had  not  intended  by  the  course  which  it  has  pursued,  to 
make  the  pressure  felt,  to  produce  an  alarm,  and  induce  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  do  what  their  deliheraie  judg.- 
nuuit  does  not  approve,  the  simple  transfer  of  the  public  monej* 
from  tiiat  bank  to  other  banks,  would  have  pro^iiiced  no  shock 
at  all.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  transfer  of  the  deposites?  Why, 
you  do  diminish,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  ability  of  the  deposit© 
bank,  but,  at  the  same  time  that  you  do  it,  you  enhance  the- 
ability  of  a  bank  across  the  street  to  ease  the  pressure,  &c.  It 
seemed,  (Mr.  P.  said),  to  him  idle  to  argue,  that,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  the  removal  of  the  deposites  would  necessarily 
have  produced  any  pressure. 

But,  sir,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  this  business  of  the  do- 
mestic bills  of  exchange,  and  their  curtailment.  According  to 
the  statement  of  that  portion  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
hank  of  the  United  States,  who  are  placed  there  as  public  sen- 
tinels, on  the  13th  of  August,  (mark  the  time  when  these  opera- 
tions commencedl)  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"ilesoired.  That,  for  the  present,  and  until  the  further  order 
of  the  board,  the  amount  of  bills  discounted  shall  not  be  in- 
creased at  the  bank  and  the  several  offices.  Ttiat  the  bills  of 
exchange  purchased  at  the  bank  and  all  the  offices,  except  the 
five  western  offices,  shall  not  have  more  than  ninety  days  to 
run.  That  the  five  western  offices  be  instructed  to  purchase  no 
bills  of  exchange,  except  those  payable  in  the  Atlantic  cities, 
not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run,  or  those  which  may 
be  received  in  payment  of  existing  debts  to  the  bank  and  the 
offices,  and  then  not  having  more  than  four  months  to  run." 

[These  bills  of  exchange,  sir,  it  seems,  though  not  discoilnts, 
may  be  received  in  payment  of  bills  discounted.] 

"We  perceived  at  once,  in  this  measure,  (say  the  government 
directors),  the  commencement  of  a  system  of  reduction,  in  con- 
ducting which,  wisely  and  impartially,  the  whole  welfare  ofthe 
community  was  involved."  "Believing  that  this  measure  was 
not  only  precipitate,  but  partial,  and  that  it  would  lead  to  cur- 
tailments unequal  and  oppressive,  and  entertaining  the  opinion 
that  a  system  might  easily  be  formed  on  a  Just  basis,  we  offered 
the  following  resolutions: 

"  '  Whereas  a  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  7th  May  last,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  the  state  ofthe  bank  to  report  to  the 
board  a  scale  of  reduction  in  the  business  ofthe  institution,  and 
no  report  has  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof:  ^nd  whereas  a 
resolution,  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  which  places  certain  re- 
strictions on  the  business  of  the  institution,  confines  the  same 
to  five  of  the  western  offices: 

"  ^Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  board,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible, 
a  system  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  insti- 
tution throughout  all  sections  of  the  country,  having  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders,  the  debtors  of  the  bank,  and 
the  community  in  general.' 

"This  plan,  which  would  have  prevented  an  oppressive  and 
partial  system  of  curtailment,  confined  to  particular  portions  of 
this  country,  and  exerted  at  particular  times — which  would  have 
given  to  the  subject  full  and  fair  consideration;  and  which, 
above  all,  would  have  enabled  every  member  of  the  board  to 
exercise  his  deliberate  judgment,  was,  as  usual,  rejected." 

Well,  sir,  another  attempt  was  made  towards  averting  or  re- 
lieving the  impending  pressure,  by  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
following: 

"Whereas  the  pressure  on  the  coinmcrcial  community  at  this 
time  may  be  removed  by  a  liberal  spirit  of  accommodation  on 
the  part  of  the  banks  generally:  And  whereas  the  state  banks 
complain  that,  in  consequence  ofthe  balances  being  largely  in 
favor  of  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  they  are  unable  to  afford 
the  necessary  facilities  to  their  customers,  without  subjecting 
themselves  to  increased  demands  from  this  bank:  And  whereas 
it  is  believed  that,  were  the  banks  in  this  district  to  extend  their 
loans  twenty  per  cent,  beyond  the  income,  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  it  would  relieve  the  money  market,  restore  confidence, 
and  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens: 

'^Therefore,  resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed, 
to  confer  with  similar  committees  that  may  be  appointed  by  the 
other  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  some  arrangement  to 
carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  foregoing  preamble;  and  that 
the  cashier  be  requested  to  send  copies  ofthe  above  to  the  pre- 
sidents and  directors  of  the  other  banks,  with  a  request  that 
their  detf^rniinntinu  on  the  subject  may  be  communicated  as 
early  ns  practicable." 

This,  loo,  sir,  was  voted  down,  like  the  other.  What  next 
follows? 

"A  series  of  resolutions  (say  these  directors)  were  adopted 
for  reducing  the  business  of  the  institution,  and  authority  was 
given  to  the  committee  on  the  offices,  nhich  is  appointed  by  the 
president  alone,  to  modify  them  in  such  manner  as  they  should 
deem  it  expedient;  and,  eventually,  that  committee  was  autho- 
rised to  direct  such  measures,  for  the  general  reduction  of  the 
business  ofthe  bank,  as  they  should  think  best.  We  offered  aa 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  giving  to  a  commillcc  thii  ex- 


k 


ssti 


NILES^  REGIijTER~ilAN.  11,  1834— MR.  POLK'S  SPEECH. 


traordiaary  power,  a  request,  'that  they  should  report  to  the 
board  such  measures  as  they  directed.'  This  request  was  reject- 
ed hy  the  usual  vote.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  Ut*  to  know 
by  what  principles  of  policy  the  comuiiitee  have  bt;en  governed. 
Its  proceedings  are  secret,  and  we  can  only  ascerluin,  at  inter- 
vals, some  of  the  results  to  which  they  lead." 

So,  sir,  here  is  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States  produciiig  au 
excessive  pressure  upon  the  couiuiunity,  delegating  power  foi 
that  purpose  to  a  secret  committee;  wliich  committee  is  prohi- 
bited, or  rather  is  not  directed,  to  report  to  the  directors  at  all. 
Your  directors  had  as  well  not  he  at  the  board  of  the  bank,  de- 
nied any  means  of  knowing  what  is  going  on  in  the  bank  but 
through  information  received  out  of  doors. 

♦'It  will  thus  be  seen,  (further  say  the  government  directors), 
that  while  the  unlimited  authority  of  the  president  to  expend 
the  funds  of  the  bank  had  been  deliberately  confirmed;  and 
while  the  committee  on  exchange,  selected  and  appointed  by 
him,  had  been  oflieially  permitted  to  discount  notes  and  carry 
on  the  proper  business  of  the  board;  now,  in  addition  to  all  this, 
the  measures  of  the  institution,  in  the  regulation  of  its  vast  bu- 
siness at  this  most  important  crisis,  were  entrusted  to  the  com- 
mute on  the  offices,  also  selected  and  appointed  by  the  president, 
accompanied  by  an  explicit  refusal  to  require  them  to  report  any 
of  their  acts  to  the  board." 

Is  it  wonderful,  (said  Mr.  Polk),  after  reading  this  testimony 
as  to  the  course  of  the  bank,  that  there  is  a  local  pressure? 
Wliat  are  this  secret  committee  doing.''  What  plan  of  opera- 
tions have  they  adopted.-*  What  and  where  are  curtailments  to 
be  made.''  And  where  not'  And  where  are  domestic  bills  of 
exchange  purchased  to  be  made  payable?  A  year  ago,  eight 
millions  of  these  bills  were  payable  within  sixty  days  in  ilie  At- 
lantic cities,  and  four  millions  of  them  at  one  point.  What  is 
the  amount  payable  within  the  next  sixty  days,  and  where  is  it 
payable?  Although  the  government  is  so  large  a  stockholder, 
and  has  its  directors  at  the  board  charged  with  the  care  of  its 
interests,  they  know  nothing  of  all  these  operations,  and  they 
have  no  power  by  which  they  can  obtain  the  knowledge.  The 
reason  of  the  distress  of  which  we  hear,  is  palpably  not  the  re- 
moval of  the  government  deposites,  but  the  oppression  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  itself.  It  operates,  by  its  power,  to 
alarm  and  oppress  the  people,  to  answer  its  own  purposes;  and 
that  is  the  operation  now  going  on. 

Mr.  Polk  said  he  would  next  proceed  to  consider  the  state- 
ment as  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  letter  in 
relation  to  the  unprecedented  extension  of  tiie  business  of  the 
bank,  from  the  31st  December,  1830,  to  the  1st  May,  1832;  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  had 
thought  proper  to  attribute  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  the 
charge  of  "intentional  misrepresentation,"  whilst  he  was  pre- 
pared, by  the  bank's  monthly  statements,  to  shew  that  the  se- 
cretary had  in  fact  stated  nothing  but  what  the  records  of  the 
bank  itself  fully  prove.     What  has  the  secretary  stated?     He 
has  stated,  that  it  appeared  in  the  documents  heretofore  laid 
before  congress,  that  between  the  31st  Dec.  1830,  and  1st  May, 
1832,  a  period  of  sixteen  months,  the  discounts  of  the  bank  had 
increased  from  $42,402,304  24,  to  the  sum  of  ,-^70,428,070  72, 
being  an  increase  of  the  discounts  of  the  bank,  within  that  pe- 
riod, of  ^28,025,766  48.     The  manifesto  issued  by  the  bank, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  denies  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment; and  the  gentleman  from  Soutli  Carolina,  taking  it,  I 
presume,  for  granted,  that  the  statement  contained  in  that  ma- 
nifesto was  true,  has  also  denied  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment.   The  gentleman  has  been  pleased,  in  very  harsh  terms, 
to  charge  the  secretary  with  suppression  of  the  truth,  and  in- 
tentional misrepresentation.     Now,  sir,  the  best  vindication  I 
have  to  offer  for  the  secretary,  is  to  produce  the  record  itself, 
from  which  the  secretary  had  made  the  statement.     Here  it  is; 
it  is  the  statement  of  the  bank  itself,  made  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  in  1832.    At  page  329,  of  the  volume  containing 
the  report  of  that  committee  and  the  documents  accompanying 
it,  will  be  found  the  report  from  the  bank,  to  which  I  refer.     It 
there  appears,  and  any  gentleman  can  examine  it  for  himself 
that  chooses  to  do  so,  that  the  total  discounts  and  bills  of  the 
bank,  loaned  to  the  community,  on  the  31st  December,  1830, 
was  .'§42,402,304  25,  and  on  the  1st  May,  1832,  was  70,428,070  72, 
being  the  precise  amount,  at  these  respective  periods,  as  stated 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.    These  statements  were  made 
by  the  bank  itself,  and,  if  they  contained  any  misrepresenta- 
tion or  falsehood,  the  bank  itself  had  furnished  them.    The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says,  that  here  is  a  gross  mis- 
representation; and  how  does  he  attempt  to  prove  it?     Why,  he 
says  that  the  notes  discounted  at  the  bank  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1830,  were  $33,000,000,  and  on  the  1st  May,  1832,  were 
^>47 ,000,000.     This  excludes  the  domestic  bill  business,  and  the 
gentleman  himself  could  not  well  avoid  conceding,  that,  if  the 
discounts  by  domestic  bills,  as  well  as  the  loans  on  notes,  were 
to  be  included,  the  statement  of  the  secretary  was  true.     But 
he  charges  the  secretary  with  suppressing  the  fact,  that  the 
bank,  on  the  1st  January,  1831,  owned  eight  millions  of  the 
debt  of  the  government,  and  that  in  May,  1832,  it  had  been  paid 
off,  and  that  the  hank  had,  within  the  same  period,  collected 
two  millions  from  Europe.     Now,  sir,  I  affirm,  that  the  secreta- 
ry has  been  guilty  of  no  suppression  of  fact.     The  secretary 
was  stating  the  enormous   extension  of  the  busincsn  of  the 
bank;  and  the  bank  statements,  to  which  I  have  referred,  shew 
that  he  stated  them  correctly.    The  secretary  wa.s  not  consi- 
dering,/)r  professing  to  state,  what  dnbta  the  bank  may  have 
collected,    tf  in  fact  the  bank,  in  the  mean  time,  had  collected 


in  any  of  its  debts,  it  would  only  prove  that  the  means  of  iho 
bank  had,  pro  tanto,  increased.  The  secretary  was  stating  the 
rapid  extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  was  not  consi- 
dering the  means  which  it  had  to  meet  them.  The  gentleman 
niinlit  as  well  charge  tiie  secretary  with  suppression  offsets, 
b(cau.se  he  did  not  in  his  h.-tter  state  the  value  of  the  banking 
houses  owned  by  or  under  mortgage  to  the  bank;  he  might  as 
well  cliarge  him  with  suppression,  because  he  did  not,  in  that 
letter,  state  the  amount  of  individual  deposites,  and  of  public 
deposites,  which  the  bank  held  at  these  respective  periods,  and 
upon  which,  liaving  means  in  its  hands,  it  might  trade  or  ex- 
tend its  business;  none  of  these  came  legitimately  within  the 
scope  or  object  of  the  statement  which  he  was  making  to  con- 
gress. The  truth  is,  before  the  five  per  cents,  owned  by  the 
bank  were  paid  off  by  the  government,  the  bank  had  the  use  of 
the  public  funds  to  a  greater  amount  than  she  held  of  the  pub- 
lic stocks.  When  the  payment  was  made,  it  was  simply  trans- 
ferred from  the  credit  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the 
bank;  but  the  funds  were  before,  as  well  as  subsequent  to  the 
payment,  in  possession  of  the  bank,  and  subject  to  its  use. 
The  public  deposites  in  January.  1831,  exceeded  nine  millions; 
in  May,  1832,  was  upwards  of  ten  millions,  and  at  no  period 
within  these  dates  were  they  less  than  seven  millions.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact,  clearly  proved  by  the  record  evidence  of 
the  bank  itself — and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  controvert  or 
deny  it — the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  charges  the  secre- 
tary with  intentional  Jesuitical  misrepresentation,  and  suppres- 
sion of  the  truth.  These  were  certainly  round  charges  and 
boldly  made,  and  the  best  answer,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is 
the  proof  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand — the  public  documents 
from  the  bank  itself— in  which  every  statement  made  by  the 
secretary  was  sustained,  and  no  man  can  controvert  their  truth. 
But  the  gentleman,  not  being  enabled  to  disprove  the  statement 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  the  excessive  increase  of  the 
business  of  the  bank,  during  that  period,  has  an  apology  to  offer 
for  the  bank  for  this  vast  extension  of  its  business;  and  what  is 
that  apology?  Why,  that  1831  was  a  year  of  unusually  large 
importations,  that  the  country  had  contracted  a  large  debt  in 
Europe,  an>^.  that  there  was  great  commercial  distress  in  the 
country.  The  bank,  he  says,  stepped  in  and  extended  its  busi- 
ness to  save  the  country,  and  to  do  that  which  the  government 
ought  to  have  done.  I  know  not  what  this  means,  unless  that 
the  government  had,  against  the  judgment  of  the  bank,  direct- 
ed its  public  debt  to  be  paid.  The  government  had  certainly 
neither  made  the  importations  nor  made  the  commercial  dis- 
tress. 

But  it  was  said  by  the  member  from  S.  C.  that,  in  that  year, 
there  was  an  immense  and  increasing  importation  of  goods 
from  abroad,  which  made  it  necessary  for  the  bank  to  extend 
its  business,  to  enable  the  merchants  to  sustain  themselves  and 
the  credit  of  the  country.  Well,  if  this  was  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient reason  for  increasing  the  acommodalion  afforded  by  the 
bank,  to  the  amount  of  28  millions  in  sixteen  months — would 
it  not  seem,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  a  still  further  in- 
ereasi;d  importation  would  make  it  incumbent  on  the  bank  to 
extend  similar  accommodations  to  the  importing  merchants. 
Was  that,  however,  the  case?  No;  it  would  be  seen  by  the  an- 
nual report  to  the  secretary  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  that 
the  importations  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1833,  ex- 
ceed that  of  1831,  hy  more  than  8  millions,  and  that  hy  the  cash 
duties,  as  well  as  bonds  payable  at  the  same  time,  the  country 
stood  more  in  need  of  accommodation.  Notwithstanding  this, 
it  was  at  this  very  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  that 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  commenced  its  career  of  per- 
secution, had  began  to  turn  its  relentless  screws  upon  the  com- 
munity. In  1831,  it  was  a  good  reason  to  extend— in  1833,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman,  it  was  a  good  reason  to  curtail. 
What  the  object  of  the  bank  was  in  adopting  such  a  course 
was  clearly  apparent.  He  maintained  it  was  altogether  of  a 
political  character;  for,  by  thus  extending  their  accommoda- 
tions, they,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  were  petitioning 
congress  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  were  enlarging  their 
business,  in  order  to  bring  the  entire  country  into  their  debt, 
and  thus  create  an  influence,  which  they  sought,  as  necessary 
to  their  future  existence. 

That  the  object  was  political,  and  not  to  relieve  the  country, 
as  is  supposed  by  the  gentleman,  it  appears  that  the  extension 
of  the  business  of  the  bank,  during  1831,  and  np  to  May,  1832, 
was  chiefly  in  the  western  states,  and  could  not  therefore  have 
been  to  relieve  the  importing  merchants  of  the  Atlantic  citicp, 
who  had  created  debt  abroad.  These  large  issues  immediately 
preceded  the  contested  presidential  election,  and  whilst  they 
were  making,  the  bank  presented  its  petition  to  be  rechartered, 
in  December,  1831,  and  it  is  manifest  that  the  object  was  politi- 
cal, and  to  procure  a  recharter.  It  was  not  to  the  individual 
Dolitical  opinions  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  that  any  objection 
was  made,  hut  to  the  corrupt  use  of  its  corporate  wealth  as  a 
political  engine.  The  gentleman  chose  to  suppose  that  the  ob- 
jection, as  to  the  interference  of  the  bank,  was  as  to  the  per- 
sonal election  of  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  he  asked  if 
the  officers  of  the  bank  were  to  be  disfranchised,  and  if  they 
must  stand  mute  in  the  presence  of  majesty?  No  one,  neither 
the  president,  nor  any  one  else,  has  ever  maintained  that  the 
officers  of  the  bank  had  not  equal  rights  to  the  free  exercise  of 
their  political  opinions  as  other  citizens}  but  the  objection  was, 
that  the  bank,  as  a  great,  irresponsible,  moneyed  aristocracy, 
should  throw  itself  into  the  political  arena,  and  endeavor  to  use 
its  money  to  control  and  influence  party  politics. 


NILES'  REGISTER— JAN.   11,  18S4— MR.  POLK'S  SPEECH. 


SS9 


They  followed  the  example  of  the  former  bank  of  the  United 
States.  What  was  the  charge  against  that  hank?  that  it  was 
deemed  a  prostituted  engine  ofpolilical  parly,  that  it  had  array- 
ed itself  against  tlie  policy  of  Madison;  was  iiieiililied  and  took 
part  with  the  party  oppos«;d  to  all  tiiose  measures  of  resiriotion, 
wiiieh  JmmudiatLiy  preceded  the  war.  In  the  debates  of  the 
session  of  1810  and  1811,  upon  the  question  of  renewini^  the 
charter  of  the  old  hunk,  it  fully  apitcarod  that  these  charges 
were  made;  that  it  iiad  palpably  idcnlilied  itself  with  a  political 
faction  which  was  dangerous  to  the  counlry: 

"It  was  depicted  both  in  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives as  a  prostituted  machine  of  political  party,  7)ar<iai  in  al- 
lowing discounts  to  those  who  professed  the  favorite  tenets,  in- 
fluencing ehictions  and  jeopardizing  the  liberties  of  the  land;  it 
was  said  the  influence  of  this  bank  was  palpable  and  notorious, 
and  although  these  charges  were  encountered  at  tlie  time,  by 
prodigal  assertions  of  purity  and  exemption  from  politics,  all  the 
vividly  described  dangers  of  demolirion  were  boldly  hazarded 
rather  than  prolong,  for  mere  financial  facilities,  the  existence 
of  a  corporation  whose  alleged  operations  were  in  steady  hos- 
tility to  the  measures  of  tiie  government,  and  subversive  of 
pr.ictical  freedom." 

From  the  debates,  it  thus  appeared  that  that  bank  had  identi- 
fied itself  with  the  aristocracy  of  that  day,  and  was  supporting 
those  wlio  were  in  array  against  the  republican  government  of 
the  times,  and  this  was  the  principal  objection  formerly  raised 
to  the  rechartering  of  that  institution.  The  present  bank,  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  was  following  the  steps  of  its  great  proto- 
type, and  had  been  also  identifying  itself  with  a  political  party. 
But  this  institution  never  would  have  been  chartered,  if  the 
country,  with  their  past  experience  of  the  evils  of  the  old  bank, 
had  not  guarded  sufficiently  against  a  recurrence  of  similar  acts. 
No,  they  deemed  themselves  safe.  When  they  reserved  the 
right  of  appointing  government  directors,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
communicate  to  government,  any  and  all  instances  of  malprac- 
tices, by  which  it  could  be  ascertained  that  the  bank  was  lend- 
ing itself  or  becoming  a  political  engine. 

Have  we  not  now  stated  to  us,  by  these  government  directors, 
that  the  bank  has  been  guilty  of  these  very  crimes,  and  that, 
though  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  to  the  interest  of  the 
public,  as  identified  with  the  bank,  they  have  been  excluded 
from  all  knowledge  of  their  principal  transactions?  The  present 
bank  had  even  outstripped  the  former;  for  what  did  they  see? 
Why,  that  it  openly  avowed  practices  of  which  the  old  bank 
was  only  suspected;  that  it  used  its  corporate  funds  for  corrupt 
purposes.  But  for  this  corrupt  use  of  their  corporate  funds, 
which  was  the  heavy  charge,  they  claimed  it  as  their  right,  as 
a  means  of  defence!  For  defence  against  whom?  Forsooth,  a 
defence  against  a  public  functionary — a  person  who  happened 
to  think  that  their  whole  concern  was  rotten  to  the  core — that 
it  was  unconstitutional,  and  should  not  be  allowed  longer  to 
exist. 

Mr.  P.  would  undertake  to  say,  that  the  bank  had  not  only 
thus  used  its  funds  for  corrupt  purposes,  hut  they  had  knowing- 
ly endeavored  to  conceal  the  uses  to  which  they  had  applied 
them,  even  so  far  as  to  make  a  misstatement  of  facts  to  congress 
on  this  very  point.  The  paper  in  his  hand,  would  show  he  made 
not  this  direct  charge  upon  light  authority;  that  the  true  account 
of  its  secret  expenditure  had  been  withheld,  and  that  large  sums 
had  been  used  to  control  elections.  The  paper  would  show, 
that  in  answer  to  a  call  by  the  senate  in  1832,  for  information, 
as  to  the  amount  expended  in  printing,  the  president  of  the 
bank  states,  in  a  letter  to  the  senate,  29th  February,  1832,  the 
whole  sum  expended  in  1831  for  printing,  to  be  ^9,755  94.  [See 
2d  vol.  of  senate  documents,  No.  98,  page  40].  The  government 
directors  recently  discovered,  by  the  merest  accident,  that  the 
charge  made  for  printing  and  circulating  political  essays  for  that 
year,  was  a  much  greater  sum.  This  they  reported  to  the  pre- 
sident. The  bank  issues  its  manifesto,  and,  if  it  be  not  authen- 
tic, I  call  on  the  member  from  Philadelphia  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  say  so.  In  that  manifesto,  issued  to  vindicate  itself,  the 
amount  of  printing  for  1832,  and  for  circulating  political  pam- 
phlets and  essays,  was  stated  by  the  bank  to  be  $43,204  79, 
making  a  difference  under  the  head  of  printing,  between  the 
statement  of  this  manifesto  and  the  report  to  the  senate  in  1832, 
of  $33,448  85,  and  deducting  the  amount  paid  for  books  and  sta- 
tionery, thus  presenting  it  in  the  most  favorable  point  of  view 
to  the  bank,  showing  a  difference,  in  the  statement  for  printing 
alone,  for  1831,  of  ,<^11,952  59. 

Why  had  they  thus  concealed  and  misstated  that  expenditure 
to  the  senate  in  1832?  Why  did  they  not  give  the  whole  truth? 
Either  the  bank  manifesto,  or  the  letter  to  the  senate,  must  be 
false.  Both  cannot  be  true.  Here  were  the  two  books,  show- 
ing that  such  misstatements  were  made,  and  it  ia  for  the  bank 
or  its  friends  to  reconcile,  if  they  can  do  so,  their  contradictory 
statements. 

Mr.  P.  averred  further,  on  the  authority  of  the  government 
directors,  that  this  corrupt  expenditure  and  misstatement,  had 
only  come  to  light  by  the  merest  accident.  But  then,  all  this 
expenditure  was  said  to  be  "for  defence."  That  they  might 
understand  what  sort  of  defence  this  expenditure  was,  they 
Should  examine  into  the  items  of  the  account.  Well,  what  was 
^he  first?  Amongst  others  admitted  by  the  hank  to  have  been 
circulated,  as  is  stated  "for  defence,"  is  a  pamphlet  review  of 
the  veto,  issued  and  circulated  prior  to  the  presidential  election 
in  1832,    From  it  I  will  read  an  extract: 

"He  has  wrought  an  entire  rovolution  in  the  government.  He 
has  concentrated  in  himself  all  the  power  which  the  constitu- 


tion designed  to  divide  among  the  co-ordinate  branches.  He 
practically  nullifies  the  power  of  congress,  the  authority  of  the 
ci)urt,  the  will  of  the  pcctple,  and  the  rights  of  n)fijoritiu8.  He 
destroys  the  principle  of  represiiitaiion,  and  defeats  the  objecttf 
of  public  discussion— the  aiivantages  of  local  information,  and 
all  the  benefits  of  a  comparison  and  compromise  of  opinions  and 
interests." 

Speaking  of  the  veto,  it  says: 

"It  is  presumptuously  put  forth,  against  the  public  sentiment 
and  the  [tuhlic  interest— in  the  lace  of  the  highest  authority  and 
most  ap|)rove(l  precedent;  it  is  founded  in  fallacies  the  most  per- 
nicious, in  doctrines  the  most  detestable,  in  principles  the  most 
dangerous,  and  mu^t  lead  to  consequences,  both  by  its  examplu 
and  its  influence,  the  most  disastrous. 

"It  tends  to  a  total  revolution,  if  not  dissolution  of  government: 
an  assumption  of  all  power  in  the  executive;  a  total  disreg.ird 
of  the  rights  of  majorities,  or  the  will  of  the  people;  a  denial  of 
all  power  in  congress,  and  of  all  authoiity  in  the  courts;  all  the 
balances  of  the  coujlilution  are  destroyed,  and  all  the  connex- 
ion, dependence  and  subordination  of  the  parts  are  lost. 

"While  the  states  deny  the  most  essential  powers  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  president  interdicts  the  most  wholeson)e 
laws,  the  constitution  becomes  a  dead  letter,  the  executive  the 
only  power,  the  election  of  the  cheif  magistrate  the  principle  end, 
and  the 'spoils  of  victory'  the  only  object  of  government. 

"It is  time  to  pause,  examine  our  position,  review  our  princi- 
ples, and  question  our  rulers. 

"Let  us  see  if  this  is  the  true  construction  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  just  interpretation  of  the  power  of  the  executive.  Let 
us  inquire  if  he  has  consulted  the  real  interest  of  the  country,  or 
sacrificed  it  to  ambition. 

"Let  us  see  whether  this  institution,  connected  with  all  the 
affairs  of  government,  and  with  all  the  pursuits  of  society — a 
bond  that  united  in  one  comprehensive  system  all  the  various 
interests  of  industry,  and  all  the  dependencies  of  commerce,  has 
not  been  wantonly  sacrificed,  in  contempt  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  to  propitiate  a  party,  to  perpetuate  the  ofllice  he  seeks, 
and  the  power  he  has  abused.  Let  us  see  if  the  man  who  has 
so  violated  his  trust,  and  disappointed  ©ur  hopes,  is  longer  fit 
to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people." 

But  this  was  not  all:  although,  from  personal  knowledge,  he 
could  not  avow  that  what  he  was  about  to  read  from  came 
from  the  institution,  yet  he  had  it  from  such  a  source  that  he 
could  not  doubt  that  it  was  issued  from  the  very  banking  house 
itself;  and  if  a  committee  of  investigation  shall  be  appointed, 
he  had  it  from  a  respectable  source,  which  induced  him  to  be- 
lieve that  it  could  be  proved  that  a  large  number  of  the  pamphlet 
from  which  he  would  then  read,  was  issued  from  the  banking 
house  itself.  This  pamphlet  is  headed  "Important  facts  for  the 
people,"  and  is  dated  Philadelphia,  September,  1832.  He  would 
read  a  few  extracts  to  show  on  what  dort  of  "defence"  the  bank 
had  expended  the  public  funds: 

"The  individuals  who  have  most  power  in  Washington,  and 
who  make  this  miserable  old  man  do  just  as  they  please,  are  a 
set  of  mere  political  gamhlers  and  banhupts." 

"You  see,  then,  that  these  objections  are  wholly  false.  What 
does  he  know,  or  what  does  he  care,  about  the  constitution? 
He  whose  life  has  been  a  constant  violation  of  it?  No,  he  has 
done  this  out  mere  spite — out  of  hatred  to  the  bank,  which  he 
hopes  he  can  break,  as  he  found  he  could  not  bend  it." 

"The  truth  is,  general  Jackson  wants  all  power;  he  wants  a 
bank  subservient  to  his  wishes;  a  court  that  he  can  control;  a 
senate  that  he  can  govern;  and  a  constitution  that  he  can  adapt 
to  his  own  purposes.  In  pursuing  his  scheme  of  ambition,  he 
is  willing  to  prostrate  every  thing  valuable  to  the  nation,  that 
stands  in  the  way  of  his  aggrandizement. 

"This  is  the  man  who  calls  himself  a  republican,  and  who 
appeals  to  the  people  for  support.  The  inconsistencies  of  his 
life,  the  perverseness  of  his  temper,  his  ignorance  and  obstinacy, 
all  disqualify  him  for  the  office  he  holds;  and  we  cannot  but 
hope  that  the  people,  at  the  next  election,  will  suffer  him  to 
retire  to  the  hermitage,  there  to  enjoy  the  repose  of  private  life. 

"The  solemn  truth  is  as  clear  to  the  eye  of  every  intelligent  man 
as  the  sun  at  noon-day,  that  the  existence  of  this  union  depends 
on  the  defeat  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  on  the  election  of  Henry 
Clay  as  president.  No  future  event  can  be  more  certain,  than 
the  breaking  to  pieces  of  this  union,  if  the  pernicious  doctrines 
of  general  Jackson,  and  the  evil  counsellors  by  whom  he  is  sur- 
rounded, are  to  prevail  for  another  presidential  term." 

This  for  defence!  Again  I  would  read,  speaking  of  the  presi- 
dent— 

"Because  he  has  encouraged  a  set  of  bullies  to  infest  the  halls 
of  congress,  and  overawe  members  in  the  discharge  of  their  le- 
gislative duties.  Houston  and  Heard,  and  others,  who  have 
committed  such  disgraceful  assaults  with  clubs  and  pistols,  on 
members  of  congress,  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  were  the  in- 
timate personal  friends  and  bosom  companions  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son; they  were  all  from  the  same  state,  and  never  would  have 
dared  to  abuse  and  bully  the  people's  representatives;  had  not 
their  friend  been  in  the  presidential  chair:  they  would  other- 
wise, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  never  have  come  to  Washing- 
ton at  all. 

"TAc  veto — and  the  president. 
"The  first  peculiarity  in  this  state  paper,  which  will  strike 
the  sagacious  reader,  is  the  manifest  and  constant  eflfort  display- 
ed in  every  sentence,  to  minister  to  the  most  unworthy  popular 
prejudices.  The  artifice  of  the  demagogue  is  exhibited  in  every 
line,  but  in  a  disguise  so  thin  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  com- 
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tnunity  must  revolt  with  indignation  and  disgust  at  the  attempt 
which  has  been  made  to  entrap  them.  The  spirit  of  Jack  Ca- 
deism  is  visible  througliout." 

"The  gratuity  'must  come  directly  or  indirectly,  out  of  the 
earnings  of  the  American  people.'  Wretched  demagogue!  In- 
tent, not  upon  truth,  justice  and  the  public  good--but  upon  en- 
listing the  lowest  and  worst  passions  of  the  ignorant,  in  behalf  of 
his  own  personal  objects!  It  is  scandalous  that  a  president  of 
the  United  Slates  should  employ  such  balderdash  as  this!" 

Again,  I  read — 

'*  Specimen  facts. 

•When  the  Jackson  party  was  first  formed  in  Washington,  a 
fund  of  $50,000  was  raised  for  electioneering. 

♦2.  A  central  committee  was  appointed  at  Washington  to  pro- 
mote Jackson's  election;  and  all  but  one  of  them  have  been 
appointed  to  office  by  him. 

•3.  The  Whitewashing  committee,  raised  at  Jackson's  sug~ 
gestion,  drew  from  the  Nashville  bank  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  purchase  support  for  him  in  the  last  election.  A  de- 
falcation to  that  amount  was  finally  declared,  and  the  money 
replaced  from  Washington. 

'4.  Many  votes  were  known  to  be  bought  for  $5  to  $7  a  piece 
in  New  York  and  the  western  states." 

This  will  be  information  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  when 
they  hear  it.  The  concluding  appeal  of  this  precious  pamphlet, 
is — 

"Freemen!  your  rights  are  at  stake;  distress  and  calamity  and 
impending  ruin  are  before  you.  Will  you  longer,  from  a  blind 
infatuation,  follow  Jackson,  or  rally  round  that  star-spangled 
banner,  which,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  our  national  adversity,  in 
the  hands  of  our  ever  venerated  political  father,  conducted  us 
to  glory  and  independence,  and  yet  save  our  country." 

So  that  nothing  was  to  be  left  undone  to  promote  their  politi- 
cal objects,  all  subjects,  all  passions  and  feelings  were  address- 
ed. The  tariff,  too,  could  not  be  passed  by,  as  it  was  doubtless 
a  subject  well  calculated  to  be  used  in  the  region  to  which  it 
was  addressed, and  hence  we  find  in  this  pamphlet: 

"We  throw  out  these  facts,  for  the  consideration  of  those  in- 
terested in  American  industry,  and  caution  them  to  look  well 
to  the  characters  to  whom  they  give  their  votes.  The  tories  in 
the  American  revolution  were  not  more  hostile  to  every  Ame- 
rican interest,  than  are  the  leaders  of  the  Jackson  party." 

The  bank  manifesto,  itself,  admits  the  expenditure  of  $58,265 
04  for  printing  and  circulating  essays,  as  it  says,  in  defence. 
Notwithstanding  the  boldness  with  which  the  avowal  was  made, 
that  all  this  printing  that  $58,000  was  then  expended,  he  asked 
how  it  happened  that,  when  it  was  distinctly  charged  by  the  go- 
vernment directors  that  of  this  amount,  $23,000  had  been  ex- 
pended on  the  order  of  the  president  of  the  bank  without  vouch- 
er, upon  this,  and  which  was  a  principal  charge  against  the 
bank,  its  advocates  were  silent,  that  they  preserved  a  death- 
like silence  upon  it.''  How  did  it  happen  not  a  voice  was  raised 
to  explain  it,  either  from  the  bank,  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  or  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  knew,  must  be  ignorant 
of  it.  Not  so  the  offiers  of  the  bank,  whose  manifesto  we  have 
before  us.  Why  are  they  silent.''  On  examining  this  account, 
what  did  we  find  in  it  to  establish  its  character.''  Why,  that 
even  that  large  amount,  $23,000,  had  been  paid  out  upon  the 
single  order  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  who  had  not  designed 
to  render  any  voucher  for  it,  although  called  upon  by  the  go- 
vernment directors.  What,  no  voucher  for  the  expenditure  in 
which  the  people  had  to  bear  their  share  of  one-fifth.''  Need  he 
ask  for  what  purpose  this  money  was  given.""  Was  it  to  corrupt 
the  press,  or  was  it  similar  to  that  developed  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Clayton),  in  his  report  to  congress, 
in  1832,  in  the  case  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  New  York, 
"as  a  fair  business  transaction,"  he  was  bound  to  consider  that 
bad  as  the  former  was,  this  was  worse,  for  the  bank  knew  this 
charge  was  made,  and  being  silent  upon  it,  it  was  only  fair  to 
suppose  that  it  was  expended  for  purposes  too  gross  to  bear  the 
light. 

It  was,  continued  Mr.  P.  perfectly  idle  to  say,  all  this  was  to 
be  justified  on  the  ground  of  "defence,"  or  to  deny  that  the 
bank  had  not  engaged  in  the  expenditure  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling the  presidential  and  other  elections.  What  representa- 
tive was  there  opposed  to  the  recharter,  that  did  not  feel  its  in- 
■fluence  in  his  immediate  district.''  An  influence  not  the  less 
felt,  because  it  worked  unseen.  This,  then,  being  the  mal- 
practice and  conduct  of  the  bank,  what  was  the  duty  of  those 
at  the  head  of  affairs?  Were  they  to  cooly  stand  by,  and 
by  their  silence  sanction  it.'  This  knowledge,  too,  brought 
home  officially;  and,  worse  than  all,  that  it  was  done  through 
the  agency  of  a  secret  committee,  if  not  altogether  in  pursuance 
•of  power  given  to  one  man  to  expend  at  his  pleasure. 

I  proceed,  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  the  consideration  of  the  charge 
against  the  bank,  that  much  of  the  business  properly  belonging 
to  the  board  of  directors,  is  in  fact  done  by  the  exchange  com- 
mittee; a  charge  which  the  member  from  S.Carolina  thought 
had  nothing  in  it,  because,  as  he  alleged,  their  acts  were  the 
acts  of  the  board,  being  reported  regularly  to,  and  sanctioned  by 
it.  The  following  was  the  language  of  that  gentleman,  as  re- 
ported in  one  of  the  newspapers: 

"Now,  what  were  the  real  facts?  Why,  the  proceedings  of 
that  exchange  committee  were  submitted  to  the  board  of  riirec- 
tora,  every  day  of  Us  meeting,  and  that  board  meets  every  two  or 
three  days,  who  exiimincd  and  revised  the  proccnlings  of  the 
committee.     In  fact,  he,  (Mr.  McDufic),  might  Hhnost  go  so  far 


as  to  say,  (from  the  short  period  which  elapsed  between  the 
times  of  meeting),  that  the  proceedings  of  the  e.xchange  com- 
mittee were  virtually  carried  on  by  the  board  of  directors  them- 
selves." 

Now  I  affirm  that  a  great  part  of  the  business  transacted  by 
that  comniitteee  is  not  only  done  in  secret,  but  that  they  are 
not  even  required  to  make  any  report  of  to  the  board;  and  this  I 
will  prove  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Biddle  himself.  One  of  the 
questions  propounded  to  the  president  of  the  bank  by  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  in  1832,  was,  "are  the  discounts  authoris- 
ed by  that  committee,  laid  before  the  directors  for  their  approval 
or  rejection?" 

And  the  answer  to  this,  from  Mr.  Biddle,  on  his  oath,  was 
"not  necessarily,  nor  generally,  except  for  information;  they  are 
acted  upon  definitely  by  the  committee." 

Thus,  the  charter  of  the  bank,  which  requires  seven  directors 
to  be  present,  for  the  transaction  of  business,  has  been  palpably 
violated;  and  the  most  important  business,  the  discounting  of 
large  notes  and  bills  of  exchange  is  transacted  by  this  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  less  than  seven;  and  no  report  is  required  to 
be  made  to  the  board,  except  for  information!  By  the  4th  fun- 
damental article  of  the  bank  charter,  it  is  provided,  "that  not 
less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,"  yet  we  see  that  the  most  important  busi- 
ness of  the  bank  is  entrusted  to  a  secret  committee  of  less  than 
seven,  appointed  by  the  president,  and  as  we  are  informed  by 
the  president  himself,  in  his  examination  before  the  committee 
appointed  by  congress  in  1832,  this  committee  are  "authorised 
to  discount  any  paper,  the  security  of  which  they  might  ap- 
prove;" their  powers  are  not  confined  to  the  discount  of  bills  of 
exchange,  but  to  notes  also.  The  government  directors, by  their 
exclusion  from  these  committees,  are  deprived  of  all  knowledge 
of,  or  any  participation  in  the  transaction  of  the  most  important 
business  of  the  bank.  Could  the  public  deposites  be  considered 
safe  and  secure  in  such  hands? 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  considered  this  delegation  of  power  fo 
these  secret  committees  as  a  clear  violation  of  the  charier;  but, 
said  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  this  were  so,  why 
did  not  the  president  order  a  scire  facias,  to  revoke  the  charter? 
The  answer  was,  that  the  bank  charter  would  probably  expire 
before  a  legal  decision  could  be  had,  but  even  if  a  scire  facias 
had  been  ordered,  would  it  not  have  been  the  duly  of  the  head 
of  the  treasury  to  have  removed  the  deposites  under  the  circum- 
stances which  had  come  to  light?  But  the  manner  in  which 
the  transactions  of  this  secret  committee  were  mystified  and 
concealed  from  the  government  directors  of  the  board,  was  well 
illustrated  by  the  celebrated  "fair  business  transactions"  which 
the  editors  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  had  with 
the  bank.  He  would  not  advert  further  to  it,  but  to  show  that 
even  their  transactions  were  not  regularly  entered  on  their 
books;  for  of  the  large  sum  given  to  the  editor  of  that  paper  on 
the  26ih  of  March,  1831,  there  was  no  entry  made  on  the  books 
of  the  bank  until  the  2d  January  following.  Need  he  refer  to 
the  case  in  which  the  president  had  himself,  without  even  the 
authority  of  his  exchange  committee,  discounted  largely  for 
a  gentleman  who  held  at  the  lime  a  public  station,  and  who,  as 
the  president  slates,  had  gone  to  the  bank  in  haste.  What 
were  we  to  think  of  an  institution  so  conducted?  And  with  the 
knowledge  of  all  this,  could  it  be  said,  that  the  public  funds 
were  safe?  Safe,  in  an  institution,  where  all  its  funds  were  at 
the  will  of  one  man!  to  be  expended  as  corruptly  as  he  pleased, 
without  giving  any  reason  for  the  expenditure  or  voucher  for 
it?  who  might  suborn,  muzzle,  or  corrupt  the  press,  by  the  cor- 
rupt use  of  the  public  money?  Again,  look  to  the  transactions 
of  this  exchange  committee  with  Gales  &  Seaton,  in  which  the 
by  laws  of  the  bank  were  violated,  and  large  accommodations 
granted  on  unusual  and  uncertain  security.  Was  not  the  bank,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  the  iona^deownerof  the  National  In- 
telligencer, and,  in  point  of  fact,  was  it  not  the  real,  if  not  osten- 
sible and  nominal  printer  to  that  house?  We  had  seen  that  the 
government  directors  of  the  bank,  appointed  to  watch  over  the 
public  interests,  had  been  excluded  from  all  its  committees; 
nay,  they  had  said  more;  they  had  said  they  were  not  permitted 
even  to  know  what  was  the  correspondence  carried  on  by  the 
president  of  the  bank.  If  this  was  all  denied,  he  desired  a 
committee  of  investigation,  and  for  a  further  object;  that  they 
might  ascertain  its  truth,  and  also  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  other 
matters,  which  they  could  not  otherwise  know,  except  by  ru- 
mor; that  they  might  ascertain  whether  large  sums  had  not  been 
paid  to  persons  who  were  not  printers,  but  treasurers  of  political 
committees,  for  the  circulation  of  political  essays. 

The  bank  had  not  only  done  all  this,  but  more.  It  had  set 
itself  up  to  thwart  the  financial  measures  of  the  government; 
it  had  interfered  with  the  government  in  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt.  But  the  gentletnan  from  South  Carolina  a^ks  "why 
bring  up  the  old  affair  of  the  3  per  cents?"  And  he  repents  in 
substance  the  statements  contained  in  the  bank  manifesto.  He 
takes  it  for  granted  that  all  which  was  there  staled  must  be 
true.  Mr.  P.  observed  that  he  had  last  year  an  opportunity  of 
examining  into  this  question  as  a  men)ber  of  the  comn)ittee  of 
thisliouse;  he  did  not  now  intend  to  repeat  to  this  house  all  the 
developments  in  relation  to  it,  which  that  examination  had 
brought  to  light;  but  would  very  briefly  stale  the  prominent 
points  of  the  evidence.  In  March,  1832,  the  government,  hav- 
ing the  funds  on  dejiosite  in  the  bank,  determined,  and  gave 
notice  accordingly,  that  on  the  1st  of  July  and  October  follow- 
ing, they  would  pay  oft"  a  large  portion  of  the  three  percent, 
etocks;  the  bunk,  applied  to  the  government  to  postpone  the  pay- 
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Wfeht  from  July  to  October.  The  fact  of  this  application  to  the  go- 
vernment for  postponement)  was  afterwards  denied  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  banliin  his  examination  before  the  investigating  com- 
mittee of  this  house.  In  Uiat  examination,  the  president  slates 
— "I  have  made  no  application  to  the  government,  nor  have  I 
requested  any  suspension  of  any  payment  of  any  portion  of  the 
public  debt;"  and  he  states  further,  liiat  "on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  /  sought  nothing,  I  requested  nothins;."  Tlie  bank  mani- 
festo, page  -21,  takes  the  same  ground,  and  by  tearing  from  its 
context  an  insolated  part  of  the  report  of  the  same  committee, 
this  manifesto  makes  the  committee  say,  "they  are  fully  of 
opinion  that  the  bank  neither  sought  for  nor  requested  a  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  by  the  government,"  omitting  alto- 
gether the  closing  part  of  the  sentence,  '^as  slated  in  the  decla- 
ration of  the  president)'^  omitting  also  the  declaration  of  the 
committee  that  "but  for  the  postponement,  the  bank  would  not 
have  possessed  the  ability  to  meet  the  demand  for  the  money  on 
deposite  for  the  payment  of  the  stock." 

He  ouglit  perhaps  here  to  call  on  the  honorable  member  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Clayton)  to  step  forward  in  vindication  of  his  own 
report  against  this  attempt  of  the  bank  to  misrepresent  it.  No 
man  knew  better  than  he  did  the  injustice  of  such  an  attempt. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  transaction,  and  had 
ability  to  expose  this  base  attempt  of  the  bank  to  palm  upon  the 
country  a  falsehood,  and  throw  a  responsibility  created  by  them- 
selves upon  the  government.  The  bank  charged  that  the  go- 
vernment, after  having  advertised  a  payment  of  the  3  per  cent, 
stocks  in  July,  1832,  had,  notwithstanding  their  strong  desire  to 
pay  it,  sought  to  postpone  it  until  the  October  following,  while 
in  fact,  this  very  postponement  was  sought  by  the  bank  itself. 
Thit  veritable  bank  rnanifesto ,  in  speaking  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  reference  to  this  postponement,  further  states, 
"The  impression  here  intended  to  be  conveyed  is,  that  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  in  order  to  relieve  the  institution  from  a  de- 
mand, which  it  could  not  sustain,  asked  an  indulgence  which 
was  conceded  by  the  government:  now  the  truth  is,  that  the  go- 
vernment wished  to  make  this  postponement,  but  could  not  do  it, 
without  the  aid  of  the  bank.'' 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.)  I  affirm  and  will  prove,  notwithstand- 
ing the  statement  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  that  the  bank 
^^neither  sought  for  nor  requested''  a  postponement,  that  the 
bank  did  in  fact,  through  its  president,  seek  that  very  postpone- 
ment; and  I  will  prove  this,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bevan  and 
Mr.  Eyre,  directors  of  the  bank,  and  members  of  the  exchange 
committee,  and  by  the  evidence  of  A.  Dickens,  esq.  chief  clerk 
in  the  treasury  department,  taken  before  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  On  that  examina- 
tion, the  following  interrogatory  was  propounded  to  Mr.  Bevan, 
to  wit:  "On  the  24th  March,  1832,  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  notified  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  intended  pay- 
ment by  the  government,  on  the  1st  July  following,  of  one  half 
of  the  3  per  cents.  Did  not  Mr.  Biddle,  immediately  upon  re- 
ceiving this  information,  come  to  Washington,  and  solicit  the 
government  to  postpone  this  intended  payment  from  1st  July  to 
1st  October?"  Mr.  Bevan  answers,  "Mr.  Biddle  came  to  Wash- 
ington some  time  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  government  to  postpone  the  payment 
to  the  1st  October,  the  bank  agreeing  to  allow  the  government 
the  interest.  I  have  no  doubt,  this  arrangement  ivas  made  by 
the  government,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  bank."  Mr.  Eyre,  on 
his  examination,  was  asked,  "when  Mr.  Biddle  left  Philadel- 
phia for  Washington,  did  you  not  know  that  the  object  of  this 
visit,  was  to  ask  of  the  government  the  postponement  of  the  in- 
tended payment  from  July  to  October?"  He  answers,  "I  knew 
that  was  the  object  of  his  visit."  Mr.  Dickens,  in  his  examina- 
tion, in  answer  to  an  interrogatory  of  similar  import,  states,  "I 
wrote  the  letter  mentioned  in  the  interrogatory  to  Mr.  Biddle 
as  therein  described;  he  represented  verbally,  and  upon  grounds 
similar  to  those  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  March,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  3  per  cents, 
for  another  quarter,  and  I  think  it  was  upon  my  suggestion 
that  he  put  his  suggestion  in  form  of  a  letter.  His  letter  of 
the  29ih  March  was  accordingly  written,  which  though  dated 
at  the  bank,  was  written  by  Mr.  Biddle  at  the  treasury. 
During  the  interview  with  Mr.  B.  Mr.  McLane,  the  secretary, 
came  to  the  department;  he  had  been  confined  to  his  house 
by  indisposition;  and  as  well  as  I  recollect,  he  came  out  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  Mr.  Biddle.  The  postponement  was 
again  urged  by  Mr.  B.  and  upon  grounds  similar  to  those  pre- 
sented in  his  letter.  Mr.  McLane,  however,  did  not  at  that 
time  give  any  positive  answer.  1  believe  it  was  one  or  two 
days,  before  the  matter  was  finally  settled;  and  the  consent 
of  Mr.  McLane  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Biddle,  verbally, 
on  condition  that  the  bank  should  pay  the  quarter's  interest 
which  would  accrue  by  the  postponement.  The  application  for 
postponement  was  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  was  granted  by 
the  government,  not  because  of  any  apprehension  of  want  of 
funds  to  meet  the  intended  payment  on  the  1st  July  then  next 
following." 

It  was  thus  clear,  that  the  bank  and  not  the  government  had 
sought  the  postponement,  and  yet  this  bank  manifesto  unblush- 
ingly  affirms  what  is  so  clearly  disproved  by  the  testimony  I 
have  justly  referred  to,  and  asserts  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee in  1832,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Clayton),  "was  in  decided  contradiction  to  the 
assertions  of  the  president"  of  the  United  States  in  the  state- 
ment made  by  him  to  his  cabinet  on  the  18th  September.  If  Mr. 
JP.  had  not  sufficiently  exposed  the  misrepresentation  and  false 


statements  imputed  by  the  manifesto  to  the  committee  of  1832, 
whereby  they  are  made  to  say  directly  the  reverse  of  what  they 
do  say,  he  trusted  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  made  that 
report,  would  vindicate  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  and  supply 
the  defect.  And  after  all  this,  will  it  be  pretended  that  the  post- 
ponement was  sought  by  the  government,  because  the  govern- 
ment had  not  funds.  But  even  so,  the  bank  would  make  the 
government  appear  to  be  guilty  of  the  miserable  folly  of  first  ad- 
vertising that  they  were  ready  to  pay  ofithis  portion  of  the  debt, 
and  yet  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  its  payment. 

It  was  useful  (Mr.  P.  said)  to  scrutinize  closely  these  false 
statements,  for  they  conclusively  showed  what  general  credit 
should  be  paid  to  all  the  other  statements  of  this  bank  manifes- 
to, which  seemed  to  be  regarded  as  true,  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  The  truth  was,  that  such  had  been  the  exces- 
sive extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  28  millions,  (within  a  period  of  sixteen  months)  that 
it  found  it  inconvenient,  if  not  impossible  to  contract  its  busi- 
ness in  time  to  meet  the  payment  demanded  by  the  government 
and  therefore  it  sought  the  postponement.  Having  sought  and 
obtained  the  postponenient  upon  false  pretences,  it  now  un- 
blusliingly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  of  its  own  directors, 
denies  the  fact  and  charges  the  president  with  having  comnmni- 
cated  to  his  cabinet  and  the  nation,  a  statement  which  was  not 
true.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  an  institution  capable  of  thus 
acting.     Can  it  be  a  proper  depository  of  the  public  funds? 

In  regard  to  the  second  postponement  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  of  the  3  per  cents,  negotiated  by  a  secret  agent  abroad, 
the  bank  had  also  attempted  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the 
measure  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  but  so  conclusive 
and  irresistible  was  the  testimony  on  this  point,  before  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  the  last  session,  that  it  could  not 
be  resisted  even  by  the  bank  majority  of  that  committee.  The 
majority  of  that  committee,  in  their  report,  expressly  state,  "it 
is  due  however  to  the  government  to  express  the  opinion,  that 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  agent  in  England,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  3  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  detention  of  the  certifi- 
cates (which  measures  were  subsequently  disclaimed  by  the 
bank),  the  institution  exceeded  its  legitimate  authority,  and  had 
no  xvarrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury." And  yet  this  bank  manifesto,  unblushingly  and  untruly 
affirms,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
is  "in  decided  contradiction  to  the  assertions  of  the  president" 
in  relation  to  this  very  matter. 

He  could  not  go  into  detail,  but  would  state  the  prominent 
facts  in  this  latter  transaction.  The  government  had  given  no- 
tice to  the  holders  that  the  3  per  cents,  would  be  paid  off  at  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  on  1st  October,  1832,  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1833.  The  bank,  with  the  public  moneys  on  deposite, 
which  it  held  without  the  payment  of  interest,  and  which  it 
was  bound  to  pay  out,  on  the  demand  of  the  government,  by 
order  of  the  secret  exchange  committee,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  secretary,  or  any  member  of  the  government, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  government  directors,  of  the 
board,  or  even  many  of  the  stockholder  directors  of  the  board, 
despatched  general  Cadwallader,  in  July,  1832,  on  a  secret 
mission  to  England,  with  power  to  do  what?  With  power  to 
negotiate  a  postponement  with  the  foreign  holders  of  the  3  per 
cent,  stocks  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  for  a  whole  year  be- 
yond the  period  at  which  the  government  had  given  notice  the 
reimbursement  would  take  place.  That  this  mission  and  the 
objects  of  it  were  secret  and  intended  to  be  kept  so,  is  proved 
by  the  testimony  on  oath  of  the  government  directors  of  tho 
bank,  of  a  portion  of  the  stockholder  directors,  and  by  the  tes- 
timony of  general  Cadwallader,  the  agent  himself,  taken  before 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress. This  secret  agent  proceeded  to  England  and  made  a 
contract  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  through  Messrs.  Baring,  Bro- 
thers &  Co.  whereby  they  were  authorised  to  make  an  airange- 
ment  with  the  holders  to  postpone  the  presentation  of  their 
certificates  for  payment  for  a  whole  year,  and  to  leave  in  their 
hands  the  government  certificates,  as  collateral  security.  The 
Baring's  were  also  authorised,  if  it  could  not  be  postponed,  to 
purchase  in  the  debt  for  the  bank,  in  direct  violation  of  thai 
provision  of  the  charter  which  prohibits  the  bank  from  purchas- 
ing or  dealing  in  the  government  securities.  Of  all  this,  the 
government  remained  uninformed,  and  it  was  by  the  merest 
accident  that  it  became  possessed  of  the  information.  It  be- 
came at  last  possessed  of  it,  through  the  public  newspapers,  in 
the  manner  he  would  state.  The  Barings,  who  were  the 
agents  of  the  bank  in  this  matter,  issued  a  circular,  addressed 
to  the  foreign  holders,  in  which  they  state,  that  they  have  the 
authority  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  n)ake  the  arrange- 
ment. A  copy  of  this  circular,  by  accident,  made  its  way  to 
this  country,  and  was  published  in  the  New  York  papers  on  the 
12th  October,  and  through  this  channel  the  government  was 
first  informed  of  this  secret  mission  of  the  bank's  agent,  and  of. 
the  arrangement  made  by  him,  with  foreigners,  to  defeat  the 
cherished  policy  of  our  own  government,  in  the  payment  of  ita 
debt.  It  appears  further,  from  the  testimony  of  general  Cad- 
wallader himself,  tliat  the  bank  was  informed  of  the  arrange- 
ment on  the  1st  October,  1832,  and  of  course  must  have  known 
that  that  portion  of  tlie  contract  which  authorised  the  purchase 
of  the  stocks  for  the  bank  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  bank 
charter.  Yet,  tlii*  part  of  the  contract  was  not  disavowed  by 
the  bank  until  after  the  appearance  of  the  circular  of  the  Bar- 
ings in  the  New  York  papers,  and  when  it  became  evident  it 
could  be  no  longer  concealed  from  the  government.    Then,  in- 
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deed,  on  Ihe  15lh  October,  that  part  of  the  contract  is  disavow- 
ed.    Here,  then,  was  a  palpable  interference   of  this  secret 
committee  of  tl)e  bank,  without  the  knowledge  or  concurrence 
of  the  board  of  directors,  to  prevent  the  government  from  tiie 
payment  of  its  debt.     When  the  whole  matter  was  discovered, 
the  first  apology  of  the  bank  was,  the  pretended  apprehension 
that  the  government  might  not   have  suthcient  funds,  on   the 
day,  to  make  the  p.iyment;  and  an  att(unpt  is  made  to  throw 
the  responsibility  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  although,  as 
it  appears,  he  was  never  consulted  about  the  measure,  and 
knfiw  nothing*  in  relation  to  it.     The  fact  was,  there  was  money 
sufficient  in  bank  on  the  day.     That,  then,  would  not  do.     The 
next  pretence  was,  that  the  bank  wished  to  retain  the  funds  to 
extend  facilities  to  the  importing  merchants  to  pay  their  duty 
bonds;  but  it  appeared  from  the  bank  statements,  that  there 
was  ill  fact  a  curiailment,  and   not  an  extension  of  accommo- 
dation, in  tlie  commercial  cities,  where  the  duties  were  chiefly 
payable.    That,  then,  could   not  have  been  the  true  reason. 
The  next  pretence  was,  the  appearance  of  the  cholera,  and  the 
fear  that  the  trade  of  the  country  would  be  deranged  by  it:  but 
when  the  first  postponement  was  asked  in  March,  the  cholera 
had  not  made  its  appearance  upon  the  Ameiican  continent, 
much  less  in  the  United  States;  and  when  it  was  determined  to 
despatch  general  Cadwallader  to  Europe,  it  had  not  made  its 
appearance  in  Philadelphia.     Can  an  institution,  which  would 
thus  act,  be  a  faithful  fiscal   agent  of  the  government?    And  he 
here  reaffirmed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  this  transac- 
tion alone,  furnished  sufficient  reason   why  the  public  moneyg 
should  be  withdrawn   from  its  keeping.     Yet  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  complains  that  this  old  matter,  as  he  terms 
it,  is  again  brought  up.     There  is  one  other  precious  item  of  in- 
formation, connected   with  this  subject,  which  he  begged  to 
state  to  the  house.     The  secret  agent,  as  appeared  in  the  testi- 
mony beforoi  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  an  agent  of  Ihe 
bank,  and  not  of  the  government,  was  paid  for  his  services,  not 
by  the  board  of  directors,  but  by  order  of  the  secret  exchange 
committee,  the  sum  of  5,000  doHars,  and  the  expenses  of  him- 
self and  part  of  his  family,  amounting  to  an  equal  or  greater 
sunj,  were  paid;  as  one  fifth  of  the  bank  was  owned  by  the  go- 
vernment, one  fifth  of  that  amount  was  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment.    For  what  were  these  expenses  incurred?     We  will  see 
for  what  they  were  in   part  incurred.     In  a  letter  from  general 
Cadwallader  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  dated  London,  14th 
September,  1832,  he  says:  "The  purposes  of  my  mission  being 
now  closed,  as  you  will  receive  the  results  of  tlie  doings  in 
F^olland,  through   Messrs.  Barings,  it  is  my  intention  to  cross 
from  Brighton  to  Dieppe  on  the   18th   inst.  and  after  frolicking 
in  Paris  for  a  brief  space,  we  shall  return  in  the  Havre  packet, 
which  sails  on  the  lOih  October." 

Here  was  an  instance  of  a  heavy  expense  for  a  mission,  paid 
to  thwart  the  plans  of  government,  one-fifth  of  which  went  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

But  under  what  article  of  expenditure,  under  what  account 
was  this  sum,  for  frolicking  in  Paris,  to  be  found  classed  on 
the  books  of  the  hank?  It  was  not  found  along  with  the  other 
'■items  of  defence.''  It  might  be,  that  after  hunting  through  all 
the  bank  accounts,  some  foolish,  prying  government  director, 
fiund  it  classed— where?  Why,  sir,  under  the  head  of  foreign 
exchanges.  Yes,  sir,  the  expenses  of  a  secret  mission,  intend- 
ei  to  defeat  the  government  in  the  speedy  payment  of  its  pub- 
lic debt — smothered  up  in  the  bank,  and  charged  to  account  of 
f>reign  exchange!  Can  it  be  posfible  that  such  an  institution 
is  any  longer  fit  to  be  trusted  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

This  brought  him  to  refer  to  that  part  of  the  bank  manifesto, 
which  related  to  the  draught  drawn  on  the  French  government. 
The  treasury,  according  to  this  bank  manifesto,  was  under  a 
deep  obligation  to  the  bank;  the  bank  had  in  fact  paid  the 
amount  of  the  draught  twice  over,  and  made  it  in  some  way 
appear  that  the  government  had  not  in  fact  the  money  in  the 
bank  to  meet  it  when  it  was  relurned.  It  nias  for  the  house  to 
mark  the  accuracy  of  this  statement.  The  bill  was  returned  to 
this  country  on  the  ^Gih  March;  notice  of  the  protest  was  given 
on  that  day.  The  bank  manifesto  asserts  that  on  the  22d 
March  there  were  not  funds  enough  in  the  bank  to  take  up  this 
draught;  that  the  public  deposiie  was  only  ,"^1,827,048;  whilst 
the  monthly  statement  of  this  very  bank  shows  that  on  the  2d 
April  the  public  deposites  amounted  to  ,*|:8, '166,8.30  1.5 — and  of 
this  amount,  there  was  then  in  the  Philaflelphia  office, 
$2,4.33,207  43.  On  the  1st  May  there  wai  $8,:324,432  ^1,  and 
on  the  3.^  June  ,f6,4l8,345  84;  on  the  9th  Fehtuary,  1833,  when 
the  draught  was  drawn,  there  was  ,'^'2,869.146  70  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasury;  and  mi  the  20th  April,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
of  the  drausht  on  France,  there  was  ^2,479,577  07,  the  lowest 
amount  of  deposite  at  any  one  time  from  the  date  the  draught 
was  negotiated,  beinc  nearly  3  millions.  In  the  June  state 
ment,  and  every  statement  since,  is  the  following  item:  "One 
by  the  United  States  for  damages  on  protested  bill  of  exchange 
on  France,  ,$l,i8,842  77."  Thus  there  were  ftmds  all  this  time 
belonging  to  the  government,  and  standing  credited  in  the 
books  of  the  bank  itself,  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  this 
amount. 

But  he  maintained  that  this  bill  negotiation  ought  not  to  be 
deemed  an  ordinary  money  tran-^aetinn.  as  between  man  and 
man.  No  money  ai  all  had  h«en  pnid  over  for  it  by  the  bank  to 
the  government;  for,  when  the  bank  received  the  drauiiht  from 
the  ttovernment,  instead  of  advancing  the'  money,  as  they  would 
have  been  obliged  to  do,  if  they  had  purchased  from  private  in- 


dividuals, the  money  remained  in  bank,  being  simply  transferred- 
from  the  credit  of  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
and  went  to  increase  the  public  deposite.  The  government,  by 
treaty,  were  entitled  to  receive  this  money  from  France,  and 
gave  their  bill  for  it  to  the  bank.  The  bill  was  protested  in 
Paris,  and  the  bank  makes  a  large  demand  against  the  govern- 
ment for  damages.  When  the  bill  returned  here,  there  was,  in 
fact,  but  a  very  trifling  expense  incurred.  The  bank,  however, 
makes  a  claim  for  damages. 

The  government  says  to  the  bank,  we  are  ready  and  willina; 
to  pay  you  all  the  expenses  you  have  been  put  to — you  have  had 
our  money  to  trade  with  for  years  without  interest,  and  you 
have  no  right  to  set  up  this  unconscientious  claim.     Were  the 
government  right  to  say  this?    The  whole  country  will  say,  yes; 
but  what  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  this?  Why, 
that  the  character  of  the  government  for  refusing  to  pay  these 
damages,  has  been  stamped  with  dishonor.     The  bank  state- 
ment shows  they  did  not  wait  for  the  sanction  of  governrneiit  in 
the  matter;  for  be  their  claim  right  or  be  it  wrons,  they  forth- 
with paid  themselves  by  charging  it,  and  deducting  it  from  the 
amount  of  deposites  to  the  credit  of  the  government,  and  if  the 
government  ever  get  it  back,  their  only  remedy  is  to  sue  for  it. 
In  his  opinion,  the  bank  could  not  sustain  this  claim  even  at 
law;    in  conscience  they  certainly  bad  no  claim.     He  appre- 
hended that  by  the  lex  mercntoria,  interest,  cost  of  protest  and 
re-exchanges,  on  foreiga  protested  bills,  were  all  that  were  al- 
lowed.   Damages  as  such  were  not  allowed  by  the  lex  mcrcuto- 
ria,  they  were  allowed  by  Uie  lex  loci,  or  by  virttie  of  a  positive 
enactment  of  the  place  where  the  bill  was  drawn.     Damages 
were  greater  in  some  places  than  in  others.     In  Pennsylvania 
they  wore  twenty  per  cent. — other  places,  other  rales.     In  Ma- 
ryland the  charge  was  fifteen  per  cent.     The  claim  for  damages 
on  the  protest  of  the  present  bill,  drawn  at  the  snat  of  govern- 
ment and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  based  on  the  law  of 
Maryland.     The  only  act  of  that  state,  giving  rtairiages  in  cases 
of  protested  bills,  was  one  passed  in  1785,  and  it  was  under  thia 
law,  as  the  district  formerly  was  part  of  that  state,  that  the  bank 
made  their  claim.     By  the  terms  of  that  law,  however,  and  by 
no  law  that  he  was  aware  of,  was  the  sovereignty  of  Rlaryland 
made  subject  to  its  provisions;  and  if  so,  the  sovereignty  in  this 
district  to  which  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Maryland  had  been 
ceded,  would  not  be  subject  to  its  provisions.     He  would  not 
then  argue  the  legal  question,  but  simply  suggest  the  doubt  of 
the  legality  of  the  claim.     It  was  his  conscientious  conviction 
that  it  was  an  unjust  demand,  and  one  that  could  not  be  main- 
tained at  law  or  equity.     Could  the  house  forget  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  bank  made  this  large  demand?    Plere 
was  a  bank  fattening  for  years  upon  the  profits  derived  from  the 
public  money,  which  it  has  held  without  interest,  claiming  a 
large  amount  of  damages  where  it  has  sustained  none.     It  ap- 
pears from  the  books  of  the  treasury,  that  the  average  public  de- 
posites lodged  in  the  bank,  for  each  month,  during  the  whole 
period   from   1818  to  1833,  both   inclusive,  was  .$6,717,253  67. 
Yet  the  bank  of  the  United   Slates,  with  this  large  amount  of 
public  deposite,  not  only  claims  damages  upon   this   protested 
bill,  but  has  actually  paid  itself  the  amount  out  of  the  public 
money,  and  charged  it  to  the  United  States — thus  throwing  upon 
the  government  the  necessity  of  bringing  suit,  if  it  should  ever 
be  recovered.     Can  a  bank,  which  vi'ould  thus  act,  be  a  suitable 
depository  for  the  public  funds?    He  would  only  further  add, 
that  this  French  bill  was  not  an  ordinary  commercial  transac- 
tion; it  was  a  transaction  between  sovereigns.    By  the  French 
treaty,  the  amount  of  the  instalments  were  to  be  paid  in  Paris 
as  they  fell  due,  to  such   person  as  was  authorised  to  receive 
them  by  the  government  of  the  United  Slates.     This  was  not  a 
mere  bill  drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  minister 
of  finance  in  France,  for  that  of  itself  would  not  have  authorised 
its  payment.     It  was  accompanied  by  liigher  evidences,  by  an 
authority  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  countersign- 
ed with  the  signature  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and   under  the 
great  seal  of  the  United  States,  authorising  its  payment  on  pre- 
sentation;   and  without  this  authority,  its  presentation  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  to  authorise  the  payment. 

But  it  was  objected,  in  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  to  withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  place  them  in  the  state  banks, 
was  nn  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword — this  was  the  old  ar- 
gument to  which  he  adverted  the  other  day,  brought  up  in  the 
debate,  which  occurred  in  the  congress  of  1789,  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  executive  departments — an  argument  which 
had  then  been  successfully  met  by  Mr.  Madison  and  other  distin- 
guished patriots,  who  were  members  of  the  congress  at  that  pe- 
riod. But  it  was  said  by  the  gentleman,  that  the  president  had 
seized  upon  the  public  moneys — and  we  were  asked  where  was 
the  public  treasure?  Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  president 
has  no  more  control  over  the  public  money  in  deposite  in  state 
banks  than  he  liad  while  they  were  in  deposite  in  the  United 
States  bank.  By  the  constitution  no  money  can  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 
The  president  could  not,  therefore,  if  he  would,  any  more  use 
a  dollar  now,  than  he  could  before  the  deposites  were  removed. 
This  is  the  mere  phantom  of  an  excited  mind  or  of  a  disordered 
imagination.  The  gentleman  imagines  great  danger  from  the 
executive  influence  over  the  state  banks,  in  which  the  public 
moneys  may  be  deposited— and  yet,  did  not  the  same  power 
exist  in  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  government,  up  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  admi- 
nistration; and  were  any  such  dangerous  consequences  ever 
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felt  as  the  genUeman  seems  now  to  imagine?  During  the  exist- 
ence of  tlie  old  bank  charter,  the  executive  department  of  the 
government  directed  at  will,  the  place  of  jmbiic  deposite  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  the  places  of  deposits  were  changed  at  plea- 
sure tlurin);  llie  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  lliut  of  all 
his  predecessors,  tsince  the  prost^tit  bank  was  ( hiirtered,  the 
same  power  was  claimed  and  repeatedly  exercised  by  iVIr.  Craw- 
ford, as  abundantly  shown  the  other  day  from  the  documentiiry 
history  of  ii)e  limes.  Yet,  the  danjierons  consequences  now 
appreticnded,  were  never  found  to  flow  from  the  exercise  of 
that  power.  liut  the  gentleman  has  informed  us  that  every  one 
knows  that  the  president  of  a  slate  bank,  which  is  made  a  ptib 
lie  dejtository,  will  heconlrolled  by  the  federal  executive;  thai 
every  one  knows  that  llie  president  of  a  bank  controls  and  go 
verns  the  debtors  to  that  bank;  tliat  the  city  debtors  to  tlie  bank 
control  the  country  dealers  wiio  are  indebted  to  ihem,  and  the 
country  dealers  control  their  coiitiiry  debtors.  'I'he  chain  he 
says  is  a  vt;ry  short  one  by  which  the  whole  country  indebted 
directly  or  indirectly  to  a  state  bank,  which  is  a  phice  of  public 
deposite,  will  be  controlled  by  tlie  executive  authority  here. 
This  is,  indeed,  a  fanciful  picture;  but  did  not  the  gentleman 
reflect,  that  according  to  his  own  argument,  the  same  power 
which  he  deprecates  in  the  state  banks,  in  fact  exists  to  a  much 
greater  extent  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States.'  The  bank  of 
the  United  States  possesses  a  j^reat  central  power,  controlling, 
by  the  will  of  a  single  man,  all  its  ramifications  ami  branches  in 
every  portion  of  the  union;  it  is,  too,  an  irresponsible  power, 
whi(;h  can  act  by  its  different  branches  in  perfect  concert,  in 
different  portions  of  the  union  at  the  same  moment.  Whereas 
the  slate  banks  have  no  such  central  power  to  control  or  direct 
their  concerted  movements.  In  fact  the  state  banks,  from  the 
necessary  and  inevitable  collision  of  their  interests,  must  coun- 
teract and  control  the  movements  of  each  other,  even  if  they 
were  disposed  to  become  the  prostituted  instruments  of  political 
party.  The  president  of  the  United  States  is  responsible  to  the 
people;  the  bank  of  the  United  States  acknowledges  no  respon- 
sibility either  to  the  government  or  to  the  people,  but  he  utterly 
denied  that  the  state  banks  either  had  been,  or  could  be.  the 
instruments  of  party.  The  real  danger  to  be  apprehended,  was 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  which,  if  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  be  true,  was  enabled  to 
control  all  who  were  either  directly  or  indirectly  indebted  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Sontli  Carolina  gave  us  another  reason 
why  the  public  deposites  should  not  be  removed  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  had  stated  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  being  the  owner  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  bank,  would  lose  140,000  dollars  yearly  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  deposites.  He  supposed  he  meant  by  the 
diminution  of  the  government  dividends  derived  from  the  use  of 
the  deposites  by  the  bank.  He  should  not  stop  to  inquire  upon 
what  rfatrt  the  genllehian  had  this  information,  but  for  the  sake 
o<  the  argument  would  take  it  to  be  true,  as  he  had  stated  it.  It 
then,  would,  in  fact  lose  $140,000  per  annum  by  tliis  diminu- 
tion, of  its  dividend,  derivable  frotn  the  use  of  the  public  de- 
posites, by  the  bank,  then  we  have  a  data,  by  which  to  estimate 
the  value  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  for  20  years.  If  the 
government  would  lose  ^140,000  for  a  single  year,  its  loss  for  a 
period  of  20  years  would  be  {1^2,800,000.  The  government  owning 
but  one  fifth  of  the  stock,  ttie  whole  loss  to  tiie  bank  would  be 
live  times  that  amount,  or  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  Fourteen 
millions  then,  according  to  the  argument,  is  the  value  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  bank  charter  for  twenty  years  arising  from  the 
public  deposites  alone,  and  independent  of  the  value  of  the  ex- 
clusive privileges  of  banking  conferred  by  the  charter,  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  two  years  ago  sustained  by 
his  vote  the  previous  question,  twice  in  the  same  day,  to  con- 
fer upon  the  present  stockholders  the  renewal  of  the  present 
charter,  for  a  period  of  20  years  tor  a  bonus  of  three  millions; 
he  did  this  too,  when  other  capitalists,  by  their  memorials  be- 
fore congress  offered  a  much  larger  bonus  for  similar  privileges. 
The  effects  of  making  deposites  in  the  state  banks  will  be.  (said 
Mr.  P.)  that  the  profits  will  not  go,  as  they  now  do,  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners,  but  will  remain  in  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  our  own  citizens.  It  was  well  known  that  a  large 
amount  of  bank  stock  is  owned  abroad,  and  a  large  amount  in 
epecie  is  annually  transported  from  the  country. 

He  would  now  come  to  the  cotton  illustration.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  has  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  which  he  attributed  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  state  banks,  that  the  southern  planters  had  from 
the  1st  of  August,  (althouaii  the  deposites  were  not  removed 
until  two  months  afterwards),  lost  five  cents  per  potind  on  cot- 
ton, compared  with  the  Liverpool  prices  of  the  same  article, 
which  regulates  the  market  of  the  world.  Mr.  P.  said,  when 
he  heard  this  positive  averment  made,  he  was  astounded,  and 
supposing  it  possible,  (for  he  had  not  examined  the  facts),  he 
had  set  about  to  inquire  the  true  reason.  The  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney he  knew,  could  not  be  the  true  reason,  for  he  could  not 
conceive  how  the  simple  removal  of  a  given  amount  of  money 
from  one  bank  to  another  could  make  money  either  scarce  or 
more  abundant.  The  money  had  not  been,  he  knew,  transport- 
ed, and  he  knew,  that  it  had  not  been  annihilated;  he  reflected, 
that  there  had  been  two  successive  short  crops  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  he  had  understood,  that  the  stock  of  cotton  on  hand, 
in  the  English  market,  in  the  month  of  July,  was  short,  and 
that  speculation  had  had  much  to  do  with  the  enhanced  price 
in  the  Liverpool  market;  and  he  supposed,  if  the  facts  so  con- 


fidently stated  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina,  to  wit,  that 
the  price  of  the  article  was  five  cents  lower  in  the  U.  States 
than  at  Liverpool  at  the  same  dales,  it  must  have  arisen  from  a 
want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  American  dealer  in  the 
stability  of  the  Liverpool  prices,  in  consequence  of  which,  he 
might  be  niiwilling  to  hazard  large  inveslments  in  the  purchase 
ol  the  article.  Since  the  gentleman  had  so  expres^-ed  himself 
however,  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  been  fiiriiislierl  by  one  of  his  com- 
mercial friends,  frou!  Maryland,  and  one  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr. 
McKim),  on  the  coinmiltee  of  ways  and  means,  with  a  state- 
in<'nt  ol  the  relative  rnaxiinum  prices  of  upland  cotton  in  tiie 
markets  of  New  York  and  Liverpool  of  the  same  dates,  during 
the  inoiilhs  of  August,  September,  October  and  November, 
which  statement  he  understood  was  received  from  a  respectable 
houf^e  in  Piiiladelphia,  who  were  large  dealers  in  the  article, 
from  which  it  would  appear  thai  at  corresponding  dates,  there 
had  been  no  |)eriod  since  the  15lh  August,  at  which  the  differ- 
ence in  the  American  and  foreign  market  had  been  equal  to 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  generally  much  less. 

(Mr.  P.  here  presented  the  statement  to  which  he  referred,  to 
the  house  as  follows:) 

Prices  at  vhich  upland  cotton  have  been  sold  at  the  annexed  prices 
in  Liverpool,  showing  u-hal  it  netts  in  the  United  States  at  the 
different  exchanges. 

August  3,  14    a  1.5  cents  per  pound. 

"  10,  14    a  17        "  '• 

«  14,  14    a  16        "  " 

«  17,  14    a  16        "  « 

"  24,  1.5    a  17        "  « 

September    4,  14    a  17        "  •« 

"  7,  14    a  17        "  " 

"       .     14,  14    a  17        "  " 

"  25,  15    a  17        "  " 

October         9,  15    a  17        "  " 

"  12,  17    a  18        "  " 

"  16,  17|a  18        "  " 

"  26,  16    a  17        "  " 

"     30,  16  a  m      "     " 
November  2,  15  a  16i   "     " 

"      9,  15  a  16    "     *' 

"     16,  14$  a  16   "     " 

«     23.  13  a  15f   "     " 

"  30,  13    a  15        "  " 

Nett  produce  of  1  pound  Upland  cotton  at  the  annexed  prices  in 
Liverpool,  showing  what  it  netts  in  the  United  States  at  the  dif- 
ferent exchanges. 
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He  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
point  of  fact. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  feared  lie  should  fatigue  the  house,  as  he  knew 
he  had  himself,  and  must  therefore  close  his  remarks.  We  are 
called  on,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  decide  a  question  of  no  ordinary  im- 
port. The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  set  itself  upas  a  great 
irresponsible  rival  power  of  the  government.  It  assumes  to  re- 
gulate the  finances  of  the  country,  and  to  control  the  whole  po- 
licy of  government  in  the  regulation  of  the  financial  concerns  of 
the  country:  it  assumes  to  dictate  to  the  country,  in  effect,  how 
its  government  shall  be  administered:  and  although  it  has  used 
the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  its  hands,  for  safe  keeping,  for 
purposes  of  political  corruption,  it  comes  here  to  demand,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  that  the  public  treasure  shall  be  restored  toil — 
it  has  wasted  the  public  money:  it  has  thrown  itself  into  the 
arena  of  politics,  and  employed  its  corporate  wealth,  corruptly 
to  control  elections:  it  has  been  a  faithless  fiscal  agent,  in  pay- 
ing out  the  public  moneys,  when  demanded  for  the  public  ser- 
vice: it  has  violated  its  charter,  by  delegating  to  secret  commit- 
tees, powers,  which  of  riL'ht  can  only  he  exercised  by  the  board 
of  directors;  it  refused  to  submit  its  affairs  to  the  scrutiny  of  im- 
partial investigation  and  truth,  under  the  heaviest  charses  of 
corruption  and  mal-practices  made  acainst  it,  and  boldly  de- 
mands at  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  that  it 
be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  we  of  the  public  founds.  It  is  a 
ereat  aristocracy  of  money,  wliich  in  all  ases  of  the  world  hag 
allied  itself  with  the  enemies  of  liberty.  Gentlemen  must  not 
deceive  themselves;  the  present  is  in  substance  and  in  fact,  the 
question  of  recharter  or  no  recharler.  The  question  is  in  fact, 
whether  we  shall  have  the  republic,  without  the  hank,  or  the 
bank  without  the  republic.  It  has  done  more,  sir,  in  its  mani- 
festo officially  issued  by  its  board;  it  has  undertaken  to  lecture 
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the  representatives  of  the  people,  on  political  economy,  and  to 
doctrinate  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  term),  congress,  in 
regard  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  different  departments 
of  government.  It  assumes,  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  president  is  a  tyrant,  and  usurper — that  the 
treasury  is  independent  of  the  executive,  and  that  he  has  wan- 
tonly removed  one  secretary  from  office  and  appointed  another. 

The  very  fact  that  it  requires  any  effort  to  expose  its  enormi- 
ties to  the  universal  indignation  of  a  virtuous  people,  proves  it 
not  only  to  be  a  vast  power,  but  a  dangerous  power,  in  a  coun- 
try which  boasts  of  the  purity  of  its  institutions.  It  is  my  de- 
liberate conviction,  that  if  the  power  and  monopoly  of  the  pre- 
sent bank  be  continued  for  another  twenty  years,  it  will  be  the 
veriest  despot  that  ever  ruled  over  any  land,  a  despotism  of 
money,  without  responsibility.  No  man,  hereafter,  can  expect 
to  arrive  at  the  first  station  in  this  great  republic,  without  first 
making  terms  with  the  despot.  It  will  control  your  election  of 
president,  of  your  senators,  and  of  your  representatives.  If  such 
was  its  power  when  it  stood  in  the  position  of  an  antagonist  to 
the  government,  what  would  it  be  in  the  hands  of  corrupt  men, 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  whom  it  would  prostitute  itself  to  serve, 
and  whom  it  could  bend  to  its  own  purposes. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  P.  said  he  trusted  in  God, 
that  the  country  might  be  saved  from  a  despotism  such  as  this; 
from  the  blighting  influence  of  this  most  corrupt  and  corrupting 
institution  that  ever  existed  under  the  sun:  an  institution  whose 
practices  and  principles  were  alike  inimical  to  the  existence  of 
free  government. 

Mr.  Binney  obtained  the  floor.  But,  on  motion,  the  house 
adjourned. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Houfie  of  delegates,  Tuesday,  December  31,  1833. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  deposites,  re- 
ported sundry  resolutions.  Mr.  B.  said  that  a  report  would 
have  accompanied  these  resolutions,  but  for  his  indisposition. 
He  asked  that  these  resolutions  be  read,  which  being  done, 

Mr.  Roane  said  he  had  had  the  fortune  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  misfortune  to  be  in  a  minority  upon  it.  He  had 
differed  in  all  tilings  from  the  majority,  but  had  thrown  no  im- 
pediment in  their  way.  As  one  of  the  minority,  he  desired 
promptly  to  submit  his  views  on  this  grave,  novel  and  important 
subject,  and  he  had  put  them  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  printed  and  issued  to  the  world  in  company 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  Mr.  R.  wished  his  reso- 
lutions to  be  considered  as  a  substitute. 

Resolutions  of  the  select  committee  oh  the  deposites. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
governor's  message  as  relates  to  an  agreement  entered  into  on 
the  22d  of  October  last,  between  the  bank  of  Virginia  and  its 
office  of  discount  at  Norfolk,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  have,  according  to  order  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  now  report  in  part  thereon,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  the  said 
agreement  is  injurious  to  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
ought  to  be  rescinded;  that  its  terms  and  conditions  may  be 
greatly  prejudicial  to  the  bank  of  Virginia,  by  subjecting  its 
dealings  to  an  inspection  more  full  and  rigid  than  that  which  is 
reserved  to  this  state  by  the  charter  of  incorporation;  that  allure- 
ments to  over-trade,  and  make  excessive  issues  of  its  paper 
upon  expectations  which  may  be  fatally  illusory,  may  bring 
upon  the  country  heavy  calamities,  and  upon  the  solvency  of 
the  institution  perils  and  jeopardy  that  may  only  be  averted  by 
submitting  to  any  impositions,  however  severe,  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  will  dictate. 

2.  That  the  critical  examination  to  which  the  bank  has  agreed 
to  submit  its  books  and  transactions,  not  to  the  secretary  alone, 
but  to  any  agent  or  agents  that  he  may  appoint,  (tending  ne- 
cessarily to  a  disclosure  of  the  affairs  of  the  people  and  fiscal 
means  of  the  commonwealth),  is  degrading  to  the  state,  and 
hurtful  to  its  citizens  and  its  several  banks;  that  the  stipulation 
to  give  collateral  security  for  its  fidelity  and  ability  to  perform 
this  new  duty,  at  the  will  of  the  secretary,  gives  a  more  abso- 
lute dominion  to  that  federal  officer,  over  tlie  acts  of  the  bank, 
and,  by  the  power  which  he  retains  to  discharge  it  at  pleasure 
from  the  service  of  the  government,  the  stability  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  rights  of  the  stockholders,  and  the  interests  of  the 
states,  are  subjected  to  the  caprice  of  an  individual  holding  office 
under  another  government,  and  who  is  in  no  wise  responsible 
to  the  power  of  this  commonwealth. 

3.  That  while  thiscotnmitee  disclaims  the  expression  or  inti- 
mation of  any  opinion  in  reference  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  existing  bank  of  the  United  States,  it  nevertheless  con- 
ceives tiiat  the  power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  estab- 
lish and  supply  a  national  currency  througli  the  agency  of  the 
state  banks,  or  otherwise,  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  federal  con- 
stitution; and,  ifsuch  attempt  be  persevered  in,  much  of  harm 
may  follow  to  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth,  as  well 
as  to  its  other  banking  establishments  already  in  existence,  by 
giving  to  the  favored  bank  an  undue  ascendency  over  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country,  visiting  it  with  the  evils  of  a 
vicious  and  spurious  ciKrency,  in  which  the  speculator,  the 
broker,  and  the  politician,  may  prosper,  at  the  expense  and 
hazard  of  the  fajiner,  the  labor«r,  the  mechanic  and  the  mer- 
chant. 

4.  That  the  recent  removal  of  the  federal  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branche*,  at  the  instance  and 


upon  the  responsibility  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be,  and  is  regarded,  as  an  alarming  usurpation  of 
power,  and  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  most  seriously  felt  in 
the  distress  which  its  sudden  and  unexpected  operation  inflicts 
upon  the  community,  and  whiclj,  if  submitted  to,  converts  our 
free  system  founded  and  secured  to  us  by  a  government  of  law, 
into  one  guided,  controlled  and  acting  by  will, 

5.  And  regarding  the  assent  of  Virginia  to  the  said  agreement 
as  giving  countenance  to  this  act  of  unwarrantable  power  in 
the  federal  executive,  the  commonwealth  owes  it  to  itself,  and 
to  the  constitution,  to  employ  promptly,  all  proper  means  to  re- 
voke and  annul  the  same,  to  the  end  that  this  portion  of  the 
public  treasure  may,  hereafter,  be  lodged  in  the  places  where 
by  law  it  ought  to  be  deposited,  and  that  it  may  again  be  sub- 
jected to  the  constitutional  control  of  congress. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  be  in- 
structed to  use  all  the  influence  of  his  situation,  to  procure  a  re- 
cision  of  the  contract  betwen  the  bank  of  Virginia  and  its  office 
at  Norfolk,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  Roane's  substitute. 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  That  the  re- 
cent removal  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  the  federal 
deposites  fromthe  bank  of  the  U.  Stales  to  the  state  banks,  was 
premature,  injudicious,  impolitic  and  not  called  for  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country;  and  is  furthermore  deeply  to  be  deplor- 
ed, because,  inasmuch  as  they  were  admitted  to  be  safe  in  said 
bank,  their  removal  at  that  time,  under  all  the  attendant  cir- 
cumstances, if  it  does  not  compel  the  institution  to  cause  prema- 
ture distress  throughout  the  country,  at  lea^t  affords  it  a  plausible 
pretext  for  hastening  and  increasing  that  derangement  of  the 
circulating  medium,  which  must  inevitably,  to  a  certain  extent, 
precede  and  attend  a  dissolution  of  its  charter,  and  therefore 
increases  its  claims  of  perpetuating  its  existence. 

2.  Resovled,  That  the  congress  of  the  United  States  is  not 
vested  by  the  constitution  thereof  with  the  power  to  incorporate 
a  national  bank,  and  that  our  senators  are  hereby  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  earnestly  requested,  to  oppose  all  at- 
tempts which  may  be  made  to  recharter  the  present  bank,  and 
to  aid  in  passing  all  needful  and  proper  laws  to  compel  or  en- 
able the  directors  thereof  to  bring  its  concerns  to  a  final  close, 
in  the  manner  least  injurious  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  people. 

3.  Resolved,  That  as  the  federal  deposites  were  thus  removed, 
it  became  a  matter  of  deep  solicitude  throughout  the  union,  that 
they  should  be  transferred  to  places  of  entire  safety;  and  this 
assembly  feel  gratified  to  learn  that  such  portion  of  them  as 
are  destined  to  be  disbursed  in  Virginia,  for  the  immediate  be- 
nefit of  her  own  citizens,  should  have  been  confided  to  a  bank, 
which,  having  for  many  years  been  the  faithful  depository  and 
disburser  of  the  funds  of  this  commonwealth,  and  thereby  se- 
cured and  enjoyed  the  full  and  uninterrupted  confidence  of  it3 
citizens,  and  of  this  assembly,  has  given  the  best  possible  evi- 
dence that  the  funds  thus  confided  to  its  care,  will  be  used  to  the 
advantage  of  its  own  stockholders,  and  at  all  times  faithfully  paid 
over  to  those  entilled  to  receive  them.  And  that  this  general  as- 
sembly, judging  from  the  past  prudence  and  fidelity  of  the  said 
bank,  can  see  no  reason  whatever  that  it  would,  for  a  moment, 
continue  the  depository  of  the  said  funds,  if  it  was  required  to 
do  so,  to  submit  to  any  thing  repugnant  to  the  interests  of  its 
stockholders,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  state,  or  in  viola- 
tion of  the  charter  of  its  own  existence. 

Mr.  Barbour  said  he  had  desired,  and  the  committee  had  ear- 
nestly desired,  to  avoid  blending  the  consideration  of  the  two 
questions,  of  the  deposites,  and  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  In  that  wish  he  had  thought — but  in 
this  perhaps  he  was  mistaken — the  gentleman  from  Hanover, 
(Mr.  Roane),  had  concurred.  He  believed  it  the  anxious  wish 
of  a  majority  of  the  committee  to  forbear  the  discussion  of 
a  subject  which  was  not  embraced  in  the  governor's  message, 
the  basis  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  circle  of  their  duties,  and  which,  therefore,  had  no 
proper  place  in  the  discussion.  Mr.  B.  observed  that  the  reso- 
lutions embraced  questions  near  and  dear  to  all,  in  their  conse- 
quences, and  upon  which  it  became  tlie  freemen  of  Virginia  to 
speak  in  a  voice  which  would  cotnpel  itself  to  be  heard,  or  con- 
sent to  see  every  thing  they  held  sacred — their  liberty  and  rights, 
put  in  jeopardy  by  lawless  usurpation.  He  had  no  desire  to 
conceal  his  opinions  on  any  subject  allied  to  that  embraced  in 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  and,  when  a  fit  occasion  of- 
fered, he  promised  the  gentleman  from  Hanover,  to  conn;  out; 
nay  more,  he  thanked  that  gentleman  for  an  opporiunity  of 
making  known  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  existence  of 
the  United  States  bank — or,  he  should  have  been  willing  to 
to  thank  him,  but  for  the  necessity  of  speedily  acting  upon  the 
matter.  If  that  valuable  institution  was  to  be  struck  down,  he 
would  conjure  the  house,  in  the  language  of  the  celebrated  Gre- 
cian, "strike,  but  hear." 

Mr.  Colston  wished  to  know  in  what  character  the  gentleman 
from  Hanover  presented  his  resolutions — as  a  member  of  the 
house  only,  or  as  a  member  of  the  select  committee? 

Mr.  ivoajie  replied,  as  amember  of  the  house — as  asubsiiture. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs.  Barbour,  Colston 
and  iioajie,  as  to  the  day  for  the  discussion  of  the  repoii,  in 
which  lengthened  discussion  was  deprecated  on  all  hands,  and 
the  necessity  of  speedy  action  assented  to. 

Friday  was  then  designated,  at  Mr.  Barbour's  instance  as  tlife 
day  for  considering  the  report  and  substitute. 
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We  have  tlie  pleasure  to  present  the  whole  speech  of 
Mr.  Clazfy  in  the  senate,  on  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites — but  the  mortification  to  omit  an  unusually  large 
portion  of  matter  relatinsjj  to  just  past,  or  passing,  events 
of  immediate  interest.  We  have  never  lived  in  times  of 
greater  excitement  than  the  present,  and  on  so  nmny 
subjects.  Before  one  is  disposed  of,  half  a  dozen  others 
are  ofiered — either  of  which,  in  itself,  in  ordinary  sea- 
sons, would  furnish  matter  enough  for  conversation  and 
reflection  for  a  week!  The  extent  of  Mr.  Cla^fs  speech 
was  calculated  on  giving  it  out  for  insertion— but  it  was 
then  intended  to  publish  eight  extra  pages,  which  cir- 
cumstances have  forbidden,  this  week.  Hereafter,  such 
speeches,  (which  are  rather  matters  of  record  than  of 
reading  to  a  large  number  of  our  subscribers),  cannot 
be  inserted,  unless  when  room  shall  he  gained  for 
the  due  notice  of  current  transactions,  in  the  manner 
suggested— except  under  more  easy  and  more  tranquil 
circumstances  than  now  beset  all  classes  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  north  or  south,  east  or  west.  The 
business  of  this  paper  is  much  injured,  and  its  useful- 
ness, perhaps,  much  lessened,  by  forced  postponements 
of  current  things,  with  the  necessary  remarks  or  com- 
ments upon  them.  We  shall  make  an  attempt  to  bring 
up  our  "lee-way,"  and  avoid  "falling-off "  again,  either  in 
adefermentof  long  speeches,  or  in  being  relieved  by  addi- 
tional pages.  One  or  the  other  must  be  done.  The  lat- 
ter is  preferred,  and  shall  be  resorted  to  as  the  means 
may  be  fitted  to  the  purpose.  We  have  reluctantly  ar- 
rived at  this  conclusion — but  a  due  regard  for  our  private 
interest,  and,  as  we  also  think,  public  duty,  commands  it. 

Among  the  mass  of  ai'ticles  postponed  are  many  that 
have  an  immediate  bearing  on  the  condition  or  prospects 
of  affairs  with  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
some  of  them  of  an  official  character,  and  others  import- 
ant to  shew  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  various  quar- 
ters, or  the  effect  of  the  money-pressure  so  nmch  spoken 
of,  in  various  ways — together  with  two  or  three  manu- 
script pieces  of  considerable  length,  and  some  fitness,  as 
we  think,  at  the  present  season.  Some  of  these,  if  they 
do  not  perish  by  the  delay,  shall  be  given  next  week;  and 
certain  of  them  must  be  registered.  We  may  briefly 
mention,  however,  that  the  legislatures  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  have  passed  resolutions  approving 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  that  many  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Virginia  reprobathig  the  proceeding. 
Mr.  Tazewell,  governor  elect  of  the  state,  presided  over 
that  held  at  Norfolk,  which  he  opened  with  a  strong 
speech  of  more  than  an  hour's  duration.  The  subject 
too,  is  before  the  legislature  of  the  state,  and  it  appears 
pretty  certain  that  tlie  resolutions  reported  by  Mr.  Har- 
bour, and  heretofore  inserted,  disapproving  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  will  be  substantially  adopted,  by 
a  large  majority  in  the  house  of  delegates. 

We  Viave  also  an  important  statement  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  on  the  1st  October  (when  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved), and  on  the  1st  January  last,  which  shall  be  given 
at  length.     The  chief  points  are — • 

1.  That  the  bank  has  a  clear  surplus  of  $3,907,605 — 
say  of  four  millions,  after  deducting  all  the  losses  sus- 
tained, or  <lepreeiations  in  the  value  of  the  fixed  proper- 
ty of  the  bank. — or  more  thau  11  per  cent,  on  its  whole 
capital. 

2.  That  the  amount  of  public  and  private  deposites 
was  $6,911,922 — say  seven  millions,  less  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary than  on  the  1st  October,  and  the  actual  reduction 
of  loans  of  all  sorts  was  only  $5,182,741,  in  the  same 
time,  or  1,729,181  dollars  less  than  the  reduced  amount 
of  the  deposites. 

3.  That  the  notes  in  circulation  on  the  1st  January 
amounted  to  $19,208,379,  or  80,190  dpllars  more  than  on 
tlie  1  St  October ! 
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4.  And  that  tlie  bank  had  $10,031,237  in  specie  on  the 
1st  of  January,  or  632,203  dollars  less  than  on  the  1st 
October. 

These  things  not  only  shew  the  good  management  and 
great  resources  of  the  bank,  but,  as  with  a  pencil  of  light, 
do  away  the  ciiarges  preferred  against  it  for  an  abuse  of 
its  power,  in  causing  a  pressure  for  money.  With  dimi- 
nished means  of  accommodation,  amounting  (in  deposites 
and  specie),  to  nearly  eight  millions,  its  discounts  and 
loans,  less  the  increased  circulation  of  its  notes,  have  only 
been  reduced  in  the  sum  of  $5,102,000.  We  did  not  look 
for  such  a  state  of  things.  A  reduction  of  the  circulation 
was  almost  universally  expected,  as  a  matter  of  course; 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  manner  of  it  has  only  been 
changed — that  is,  that  tlie  issues  of  the  parent  bank  and 
its  strong  branches  have  been  increased,  and  those  of  the 
weaker  ones,  necessarily,  withdrawn. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  that 
the  new  tariff  question,  as  to  the  minimum  on  cotton 
goods,  is  quietwl.  Content  -with  the  present  residt,*  we 
are  the  more  willing  to  throw  away  certain  facts  and  re- 
marks which  were  collected  and  prepared  concerning  the 
subject,  as  well  as  several  papers  that  belong  to  it.  Some 
of  the  latter  will  be,  however,  recorded.  It  is  pleasant 
to  bear  a  testimony  that  the  southern  members  of  con- 
gress seemed  as  much  indisposed  to  sanction  the  con- 
struction of  the  comptroller  as  any  others.  To  be  faith- 
ful in  faithless  times,  is  creditable  to  them. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  the  senate, 
on  Tuesday  last,  have  created  a  "fluttering."  That  he 
will  carry  them  through,  cannot  be  doubted.  They  are 
of  momentous  character  and  important  consequence.  The 
right  and  power  to  draw  checks  for  money,  unless  to  sa- 
tisfy appropriations  by  law,  will  be  severely  investigated, 
and  with  power. 

Mr.  Clay''s  resolution  in  relation  to  a  temporary  ex- 
tension of  credits  on  the  bonds  to  become  due  at  the  cus- 
tom houses,  to  relieve  the  public  distress,  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  for  the  present,  on  Wednesday  last,  after  a 
brief  but  very  lively  and  interesting  debate,  which  we  re- 
gret that  we  cannot  get  room  for.  But  we  much  sus- 
pect, that  tlie  present  state  of  our  finances,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  condition  of  the  new  deposite  banks,  will 
hardly  permit  the  proceeding,  even  if  on  other  accounts 
deemed  a  proper  one.  It  would  be  very  "convenient" 
if  the  fearful  surplus,  which  was  to  be  in  the  treasury, 
was  really  therein.  A  half  million  or  more  might  be 
loaned  to  the  post  ofiice  department,  and  save  us  some 
24,000  dollars,  a  year  for  intei-est. 

The  thickness  of  the  shavings  of  bank  notes  has  much 
increased,  and  is  still  iticreasing,  in  our  principal  places 
of  business.  Many  "foreign"' notes,  though  issued  by 
banks  standing  as  fair  as  any  other  such  institutions  in 
the  country,  and  located  within  40  or  50  miles  of  the 
brokers'  offices,  are  sold  at  from  I  to  1^  per  cent,  dis- 
count— and  such  we  hear  is  the  rate  even  of  the  notes  of 
the  deposite  bank  in  Virginia,  at  Baltimore.  We  paid  7^ 
per  cent,  the  other  day  on  a  New  Orleans  note,  though 
as  good  at  home  as  any  bank  note  in  the  world.  Geor- 
gia notes,  equally  good,  are  at  from  8  to  10  percent,  dis- 
count, and  so  on.  It  is  supposed  that  the  monej'-pressure 
is  not  so  severe  in  Baltimore  as  at  some  other  places,  and 
we  think  that  it  is  not;  but  surely,  money  is  exceedingly 
scarce,  and  many  of  our  soundest  and  best  ^mechanics 

*See  tlie  pro^ieedings  of  the  senate  and  of  the  bouse  of  re- 
presentatives. The  present  decision  establishes  the  minimums 
until  the  final  reduction  after  1842 — so  far  as  a  "treasury  in- 
struction" can  go.  There  are  many  things  worthy  of  remark  in 
the  various  proceedings  had  on  thie  subject — but  \ve  cannot  ai- 
teod  to  them  now. 
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have  much  difficulty  m  paying  their  woikmen;  others 
have  been  compelled  to  reduce  tlieir  number — and  the  ap- 
plications made  to  us  personally  for  private  relief,  or 
small  and  brief  accommodations,  are  beyond  precedent. 
Until  within  the  last  tiiree  months  the  business  of  shav- 
ing the  notes  of  individuals  was  hardly  known  amongst 
us* — but  now  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  are  every  day 
••negotiated"  Avhich  cost  three  per  cent,  a  month  to  those 
wlio  hire  the  money!  No  very  important  failures  have 
yet  happened,  for  the  means  of  Baltimore  were  ample, 
but  the  present  state  of  tilings  cannot  long  endure  with- 
out causing  many.  We  suppose  tlie  banks,  generally,  do 
all  that  tiiey  can-— but  in  lost  self-confidence  there  is  a 
loss  of  power  to  do  much  for  an  oppressed  community;  and 
large  failure  are  mentioned  in  many  places. 

The  New  York  Courier  lias  the  following  paragraph: 
The  editor  of  the  Washington  Globe  transrniltBil  to  this  city, 
last  week,  a  post  note  of  ihe  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  (ajtet 
bank)  for  $1,000,  as  a  payment  on  account  witli  a  type  founder. 
it  was  sold  to  one  of  our  brokers  at  a  discount  of  one  per  cent. 
and  the  jirocecds  carried  to  his  credit.  So  much  for  the  improv- 
ed currency! 

It  is  said  that  the  Manhattan  hank  has  formally  refus- 
ed to  ratify  the  conditions  agreed  upon  with  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  touching  securities  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  public  deposites. 

A  very  large  meeting  had  been  held  at  Boston  with  re- 
lation to  i\\e  pressure  on  the  money  market,  at  which  re- 
solutions were  ado])ted  in  favor  of  a  prompt  restoration 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  keeping  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Philadelphia  bank  between  the  closing  of  the 
doors  on  Saturday  evening  and  the  opening  of  them  on 
Monday  last,  was  robbed,  by  means  of  false  keys,  of 
$64,000,  in  bank  notes,  of  various  denominations.  The 
robber  must  have  had  five  or  six  keys  to  complete  his 
different  operations. 

The  editor  of  the  "Richmond  Enquirer"  has  let  fly  a 
Utile  shaft  at  us.  ^^JVons  verrons" — and  perhaps,  next 
week,  if  room  can  be  obtained,  we  shall  return  the  com- 
pliment. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  commenced 
its  annual  session,  in  the  capitol,  on  Monday  last — 
present  chief  justice  Marshall,  and  associates  Story, 
Thompson,  McLean  and  Baldwin. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  9.  Among  the  petitions  presented  this  day  was  one 
by  Mr.  Shepley,  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Belfast,  (Maine) 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

A  short  time  after,  Mr.  Preston  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  reference,  and  wished  that  the  petition  might  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  Mr.  Sprague  said  the  petition 
had  taken  the  usual  course  of  such  things.  Mr.  Chambers, 
(chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  district)  observed  that  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  appeared  to  have  taken  a  wrong 
impression  as  to  the  reference.  The  committee  had  frequently 
had  this  subject  before  it;  and  while  he  intimated  that  the  com- 
miliee  was  averse  to  any  action  upon  it,  he  (in  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  Mr.  Shepley)  said  that  it  would  receive  a  due  exami- 
nation; adding,  he  knew  that  much  ignorance  prevailed  among 
those  individuals  who  had  presented  memorials  on  this  subject, 
as  to  the  actual  condition  in  this  district,  of  that  class  of  per- 
sons, whose  condition  they  were  desirous  to  ameliorate.  The 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  had  good  means  of  as- 
certaining their  condition,  and  therefore  would  arrive  at  a  cor- 
rect Judgment  as  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Preston  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Mangum  was,  on  his 
own  motion,  laid  on  the  table — and  that  oflered  by  Mr.  Porter 
agreed  to,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  after  referring  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
president,  in  his  message  of  January  6.  concerning  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  presents  made  to  our  foreign  agents,  and  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  department  of  state,  said  he  had  risen  to  offer 
the  following  resolution,  of  which  he  asked  the  immediate  con- 
sideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  layed  before  the  senate,  a  schedule  of  the  several  ar 

*Except  in  by  gone  times. 


tides  received  by  the  ministers,  consuls,  or  other  agents  of  tho 
government  of  the  United  Slates,  at  foreign  courts,  as  presents 
from  the  governments  at  which  they  were  respectively  accre- 
dited, and  by  them  deposited  in  the  department  of  state;  speci- 
fying each  article;  and  its  estimated  value,  and  the  name  of  the 
minister,  consul  or  agent,  to  whom  the  present  was  made. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  fVilki7is  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies 
of  the  second  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Since 
that  paper  had  been  supplied  from  the  same  quarter,  and  con- 
tained a  continuation  of  the  reasons  comprised  in  the  first  re- 
port for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  original  report,  he  thought  the  same  number 
should  be  printed  for  circulation. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  objected  to  the  motion,  and  hoped  it  would 
not  be  entertained.  If  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
confined  his  motion  to  the  printing  of  the  documents,  he  (Mr. 
C.)  would  have  made  no  objection.  But  he  would  now  repeat 
what  he  had  before  said,  that  the  senate  had  called  for  docu- 
ments, in  illustration  of  the  reasons  which  the  secretary  had 
previously  submitted;  and.  in  lieu  of  documents,  he  had  given 
a  new  argument.  It  was  an  uncalled  for  argument,  and  unau- 
thorised, an  argument  which  he  had  no  authority  to  address 
to  the  senate  in  answer  to  the  call  which  had  been  made 
upon  him.  He  (Mr.  C.)  objected  to  the  printing  of  the  report, 
because  it  would  be  an  implied  sanction  of  the  assumption  of 
an  executive  officer,  that,  when  a  call  was  made  by  either 
branch  of  the  legislature  for  documents,  he  had  a  right  to  offer 
an  argument.  The  senate  had  not  called  in  this  case  for  an  ar- 
gument, and  it  was  not  properly  before  tiiem.  But  as  the  hour 
for  the  special  order  had  now  arrived,  he  would  move  to  lay 
the  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ^rz/./czns  acquiesced,  stating  that  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  hour  for  the  special  order  had  arrived;  and  that  be  had  no 
disposition  to  interrupt  the  pending  discussion. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  vice  president  tiien  announced  the  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Southard  then  resumed  his  observations,  and  continued 
to  address  the  senate,  until  three  o'clock,  when,  without  com- 
ing to  a  conclusion,  he  yielde«J  the  floor. 

Oi;  motion  of  Mr.  Sprague,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 
January  10.    Mr.  Frelinghuysen  offered  the  following  resola- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  senate  of  the  construction  which  has  been  given,  by 
that  department,  to  the  act  passed  at  Ihe  last  session  of  con- 
gress, entitled  "an  act,  to  modify  the  act  of  the  Hth  July,  1832, 
and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports;"  and  also  to  fur- 
nish copies  of  such  instrnctions  as  may  have  been  given  to  col- 
lectors, regulating  their  duty  under  the  said  act. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  asked  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  this  time,  it  being  important  to  obtain  early  information 
as  to  the  construction  put  by  the  treasury  department  on  the 
tariff  act  of  1832.  Different  constructions  had  been  put  on  the 
act,  and  it  was  important  to  determine  which  is  the  correct  one. 
Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  gratification  with  the  presentation  of 
the  resolution  under  consideration,  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey.  He  had  himself  received  information  from  two  of  our 
most  important  northern  ports,  according  to  which,  a  most  un- 
expected and  unjustifiable  construction  has  been  given,  by  the 
treasury  department,  to  the  compromise  act  of  the  last  session. 
It  will  be  recollected  by  the  senate,  that  by  the  act  of  1833,  cot- 
ton fabrics  are  subject  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
to  a  further  duty,  in  the  form  of  minimums  of  30  cents  and  35 
cents.  The  compromise  act  of  the  last  session,  provides  for  a 
biennial  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  all  duties  imposed  by 
previous  acts. 

It  dispenses  with  no  existing  duties  on  protected  articles,  but, 
from  the  first  of  January,  1834,  subjects  them  all,  without  spe- 
cifying their  denomination,  to  the  reduction  for  which  it  pro- 
vides. During  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  opinion  was  express- 
ed, both  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  near  me  (Mr. 
Wehslcr)  and  by  myself,  one  supporting  and  the  other  opposing 
the  bill,  that  the  contemplated  reduction  would  operate  only  on 
the  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  not  on  the  mininmnts  in  the 
case  of  the  article  of  cotton,  which  would  remain  unaffected. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  had  heard  with  some  surprise,  before  the  meeting 
of  congress,  that,  notwithstanding  this  cotemporaneous  inter- 
pretation of  the  act,  secretary  McLane,  had  decided,  that  the 
reduction  applied  both  to  the  minimums  and  to  the  25  per  cent. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  find  language  to  express  the  astonishment 
excited  in  my  mind,  by  the  reception  of  intelligence  yesterday, 
confirmed  by  concurring  information  received  this  day,  that  the 
treasury  department  has  undertaken,  by  interpretation,  to  dis- 
pense altogether  with  the  minimums,  and,  by  one  fatal  spring, 
to  bring  the  cotton  duty  down  from  about  80  per  cent,  to  24^ 
per  cent,  ad  valorem!  If  this  information  be  true,  (and  he  still 
hoped  there  might  be  a  mistake  about  it),  certain  ruin  and  ine- 
vitable destruction  are,  at  this  moment,  impending  over  the 
greater  part  of  our  cotton  manufactures,  and  especially  the  im- 
portant branch  of  the  printing  business.  And  if  such  an  inter- 
pretation, as  is  supposed,  has  been  given,  we  cannot  too  soon 
know  it,  nor  too  promptly  apply  the  proper  ren)edy.  Should  a 
remedy  be  necessary,  I  siiall  call,  with  entire  confidence,  upon 
the  good  faith,  the  honor  and  the  probity  of  congress,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  the  southern  portion  of  it,  to  preserve  our  work 
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of  peace  unviolated,  and  to  avert  the  llireatened  destruction  of 
great  and  pervading  interests.  For  himself,  (said  Mr.  C)  he 
was  desirous  to  see  llie  act  of  tlie  last  session  executed  honestly 
and  faithfully,  and  to  see  a  fair  experiment  made  of  the  system 
lor  which  it  provides. 

Mr.  J^'efcs<cr  said,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  iiad 
never  come  to  his  knowledge  until  this  morning.  He  had  learn- 
ed this  morning  that  a  construction,  such  as  had  been  staled  hy 
tiie  senator  from  Kentucky,  had  been  put  on  the  law  of  tlie  last 
session;  and  he  agreed  tiiat  such  a  construction,  on  the  part  of 
the  treasury,  would  produce  tlie  prostration  of  the  entire  cotton 
manufactory,  except,  probably,  that  of  those  of  the  coarsest 
quality.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  information  which  he 
had  received  this  morning  from  those  who  had  seen  this  con- 
struction, and  seen  it  with  wonder  and  dismay,  ft  was  true,  as 
stated  by  tlie  senator  from  Kentucky,  that,  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  senate  at  the  last  session,  he,  Mr.  W.  had  expressed 
the  opinion  which  the  gentleman  had  attributed  to  him.  It  was 
equally  true,  that  he  had,  at  the  time,  considered  it  as  a  ques- 
tion on  which  the  minds  of  gentlemen  might  reasonably  have 
doubts.  He  spoke,  at  the  time,  to  the  senator  from  Delaware, 
near  him,  (Mr.  Naudain)  and  also  to  the  senator  from  Connec- 
ticut, (iV/r.  Tomlinson)  asking  them  to  express,  in  writing,  their 
construction  of  the  act.  They  complied,  and  their  construction 
agreed  with  that  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself. 
But  he  then  explained  to  them  that  there  was  another  construc- 
tion, a  very  improper  one  he  agreed,  but  which  might  be  put  on 
this  act;  and  it  vvas  this  view,  among  many  others,  which  led 
him  to  oppose  that  act  of  compromise.  He  was  very  sure  that 
there  was  no  such  construction  in  the  mind  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  that  nothing  couFd  be  further  from  the  intention 
of  the  gentlemen  around  him,  who  had  voted  for  the  bill,  than 
to  sanction  such  a  construction  as  that  to  which  he  referred. 
Still,  it  was  not  improper  for  him  to  say,  that  he  pointed  it  out 
as  possible.  He  agreed  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  calling 
for  the  imputed  construction,  and  if  it  should  be  found  to  be 
true,  then,  unless  congress  gives  immediate  relief^  cotton  inter- 
ests are  struck  down  by  this  one  deadly  blow  of  treasury  con- 
struction, and  millions  on  millions  would  be  insufficient  to  re- 
pair the  mischief  which  would  thus  be  done.  It  was  a  construc- 
tion which  had  come  upon  those  interested,  like  a  shock,  as  if 
all  these  great  interests  had,  by  one  attack,  been  undermined 
and  sunk  into  the  earth. 

Opposed  as  he  had  been,  and,  in  candor  he  would  say,  oppos- 
ed as  he  still  was,  to  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  even  when 
rightly  construed,  he  could  not  justly  charge  upon  the  act  such 
a  construction  as  that  now  imputed  to  have  been  put  on  it  by 
the  secretary.  He  knew  no  such  construction  vvas  intended; 
although  he  had  seen  that,  by  possibility,  such  a  construction 
might  be  put  upon  it.  He  hoped  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted,  and  that  the  senate  would  have  the  official  construc- 
tion of  the  secretary.  He  also  hoped  that  it  would  turn  out  that 
a  false  impression  had  been  made  on  the  minds  of  those  who 
were  most  immediately  interested,  and  that  their  apprehensions 
would  prove  to  have  been  without  foundation  or  truth. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  it  would  have  been  kinder  to  censure  what 
was  done,  after  it  had  been  ascertained  what  had  been  done. 
He  suggested  a  limitation  of  the  inquiry  to  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  in  order  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  delay. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  replied,  that  the  resolution  had  reference 
only  to  that  act,  and  that  the  comprehensiveness  of  the  title  of 
that  act  had  led  the  senator  from  Georgia  into  an  error. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Some  minor  business  being  attended  to — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  ordered,  that  when  the  senaite 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  ^Fe6s<er  expressed  a  wish  that  the  senate  should  rather 
proceed  with  the  important  business  before  them,  unless  it  was 
the  wisli  of  senators,  in  which  case  he  u^ould  not  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Poindexter  stated  that  the  business  before  the  committees 
rendered  it  necessary  to  have  to-morrow  for  their  deliberation. 
He  wished,  as  much  as  any  one,  that  the  business  before  the 
senate  should  be  decided  on;  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
make  a  similar  motion  afier  to  day^ 

Mr.  Forsyth  put  a  question  to  the  senator  from  Massachusetts, 
with  a  view  to  know  when  he  proposed  to  make  his  motion  to 
commit  the  report.^ 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  a  desire  that  the  discussion  now  pend 
ing,  should  go  on,  as,  after  the  full  examination  which  the  sub 
ject  was  now  undergoing,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any 
long  delibfiration  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  Forsyth  indicated  a  wish  that  tlie  subject  should  be  sent 
to  the  committee  on  finance.  He  wished  merely  to  know  in 
what  form  the  question  was  to  be  put  for  the  final  decision  of 
the  senate. 

Mr.  fVcbster  reminded  the  gentleman  that  this  subject  had 
been  taken  up,  and  made  an  especial  order,  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committees.  He  still  believed  that  it  would  be  the 
preferable  course  to  refer  this  matter  to  a  committee.  But  when 
was  he  to  interpose  his  motion  to  thatefTect?  What  gentleman 
was  he  to  cut  off'in  the  midst  of  a  speech.''  Who  was  he  to  pre- 
vent from  making  a  reply  to  any  speech  which  he  desired  to 
reply  to?  He  stated  that  he  had  a  wish  that  the  subject  should 
be  referred  to  the  comnnittee  on  finance;  but,  after  the  topic  had 
been  so  fully  examined  and  exhausted,  as  it  would  be  in  this 
discussion,  there  would  be  no  reason  for  its  detention  biifore 
the  committee.    The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


The  vice  president  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  de-* 
posites. 

Mr.  Southard  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and  continued  lintil 
3  o'clock,  when  he  concluded. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  to  be  heard 
on  this  subject,  but  as  the  hour  vvas  too  late  to-day,  he  would 
iriove  that  the  senate  now  adjourn.  He  withdrew  his  motion, 
and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business.  Altcrepcndiiig  some  tim« 
therein,  the  senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 

January  13.  The  chair  communicated  tlio  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  tieasuiy: 

Treasury  department,  Jan.  13,  1834. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  IQth 
instant,  directing  "the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  inform  the 
senale  of  the  construction  which  has  been  given  by  that  de- 
partment to  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  en- 
titled, an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th  July,  1832,  and  all 
other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports;  and  also  to  furnish  co- 
pies of  such  instructions  as  may  have  been  given  to  collectors, 
regulating  their  duty  under  said  act,"  1  liave  the  honor  herewith 
to  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions  from  this 
department  to  the  officers  of  the  customs,  dated  April  20th,  1833, 
stating  the  principles  on  which  the  duties  were  to  be  calculated 
under  the  aclof  the  14th  July,  1832,  and  that  of  the  2dof  March, 
1833,  modifying  said  act,  and  aho  a  printed  copy  of  the  instf  ac- 
tions given  by  the  comptroller  on  tlie  26lh  ultimo. 

No  other  instructions  have  issued  from  this  department  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Under  the  construction  of  the  law,  as  given  by  the  department 
in  the  circular  letter  of  April  last,  the  duties  on  manufacturea 
of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  part,  are  to 
be  calculated  according  to  the  act  of  July  14th,  1832,  and  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  reducing  the  duty,  will  operate  upon 
the  rate  of  duty  calculated  on  the  minimum  principle;  and  in- 
structions will  further  be  given  to  the  collectors  accordingly. 

No  decision  has  been  made  by  the  department  since  that  of 
April,  20lh,  1823,  before  referred  to. 

I  understand  from  the  comptroller  that  his  insti'uctions  were 
intended  by  him  to  carry  into  effect  that  decision,  according  to 
what  he  supposed  to  be  its  intention.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
very  respectfully,  &c.  R.  B.  TANEF. 

To  (Ac  hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  of  the  U. 
States  and  president  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  CZay  said  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  error  which  had 
been  committed,  in  the  interpretation  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, was  now  to  be  corrected  by  the  new  instructions  which 
were  forthwith  to  be  issued.  It  appeared  that  the  comptroller 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had,  by  a  wrong  interpretation 
of  the  act,  undertaken  to  dispense  with  three-fourths  of  the 
duty  on  cottons,  instead  of  one  tenth  of  the  excess  beyond  20 
percent.  That  such  was  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  law, 
and  which  was  about  to  be  carried  into  practical  operation^ 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  for  he  had  received  a  large  number  of 
letters  on  the  subject;  and  among  the  rest,  one  from  an  officer 
concerned  in  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  stat- 
ing his  surprise  at  the  construction  which  had  been  put  upon  it, 
and  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  instructions  he  had  received.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  would  again  repeat  that  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
error  which  had  been  committed  was  acknowledged,  and  about 
to  be  rectified.  He  trusted  that  instructions  would  speedily  be 
sent  forth  to  avert  the  impending  mischief,  which  threatened 
and  was  about  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  manufacture  in  the  country. 

[After  a  short  debate,  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  (reasnry. 
was  laid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  wished 
it  there  to  remain,  until  the  new  instructions,  referred  to,  should 
have  been  communicated  to  the  senate.] 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following  resolution — • 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  affording  temporary  relief  to  the  commu- 
nity from  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassment,  by  prolonging 
the  payment  of  revenue  bonds,  ais  they  fall  due,  the  obligors 
paying  interest  and  giving  satifactory  security. 

The  usual  statements  concerning  the  condition  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  were  presented,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  &c. 

The  deposite  question  then  came  up,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  rose 
and  addressed  the  senate  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  op- 
position to  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Shepley  then  stated  that  he  desired  to  present  some  vicAVg 
on  the  subject,  and  moved  that  the  senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  senate  then  adjorned. 

January  14.  Among  other  proceedings,  Mr. -Wbrrw  present- 
ed a  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  that  institution,  and 
their  future  disposal;  which  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay,  came  up  for 
consideration  and  was  earnestly  supported  by  him  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Mangum.  Mr.  Forsyth  moved  an  amendment,  which 
Mr.  Clny  agreed  to  accept, as  an  addition,  but  not  in  the  way  of 
a  snbftitute.  The  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table,  for  the 
present. 
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[The  debate  on  thia  subject  was  very  interesting— but  we 
cannot  give  it.] 

Tiie  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Mr.  Shepley  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  support  of 
tlie  removal  until  3  o'clock,  when,  without  concluding,  he  yield- 
ed the  floor. 
Mr.  Benton  then  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 
Before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Webster  laid  the  following 
resolutions  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lay  before  the 
senate  a  copy  of  the  official  order  or  direction  for  changing  the 
place  of  the  deposite  of  the  public  money. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  senate  a  copy  of  the  official  bond  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  senate  copies  of  all  draughts,  checks  and  orders, 
issued  by  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States,  in  order  to  transfer  the 
public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  U.  Slates  and  its  branches, 
to  the  several  state  banks  selected  as  banks  of  deposite. 
Other  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  but  must  be  omitted. 
January  15.  Mr.  Chambers,  from  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  lateral  rail 
road  between  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

On  reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  Chambers  made  some  pointed  re- 
marks on  a  communication  which  had  appeared  in  the  "Na- 
tional Intelligencer"  in  relation  to  another  bill  concerning  this 
road. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Webster,  and  others, 
were  severally  adopted. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Sprague^s  call  concerning  the  West  India  trade,  was  received 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  A  reconsideration  of  the  order  to 
print  was  urged  by  Messrs.  Shepley  and  Forsyth,  but  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Sprague,  and  lost.  So  we  shall  soon 
have  a  curious  and  important  document. 

A  good  deal  of  minor  business  being  attended  to — 
Mr.  Foindexter,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Clay,  moved  that  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  latter,  having  for  its  object  the  relief  of 
the  merchants,  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow,  that  the  general 
discussion  might  go  on.    When 

Mr.  Shepley  resumed  his  speech — but  gave  way  to  an  adjourn- 
ment before  he  had  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  subject. 

January  16.  Many  memorials  were  presented,  and  a  good 
deal  of  preparatory  business  transacted. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay,  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States;  when 

Mr.  SAejjZey  resumed  his  remarks,  and  continued  until  a  quar- 
ter before  three  o'clock,  when  he  concluded  with  moving  that 
when  the  question  be  taken  on  the  resolutions,  it  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays;  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 
After  remaining  for  a  short  time  with  closed  doors, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan,  9.  Many  reports  from  committees  were  pre- 
sented— they  are  not  of  immediate  interest,  and  will  sufficiently 
appear  in  future  accounts  of  the  proceedings. 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  army,  and  one  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  con- 
cerning contracts  and  purchases,  were  presented  by  the  speaker. 
On  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  or- 
dered the  purchase  of  600  copies  of  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke's  com- 
pilation of  all  the  cases  of  contested  elections  before  congress 
since  1789 — the  plan  of  the  work  being  approved,  and  its  utility 
manifest. 
The  bank  question  coming  up — 

Mr.  Binney  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  support  of 
Mr.  McDuffi.e''s  motion  for  instructions  (which  direct  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  ordering  the  deposites  hereafter  to  be 
placed  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales).  [It  was  about  two 
o'clock  when  Mr.  Binney  concluded.] 

Mr.  Cambrcleng  then  rose,  and,  after  expressing  the  embar- 
rassment he  felt  in  following  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  staling  in  apology  for  placing  himself  before 
the  house,  his  relation  to  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
portions  of  the  commercial  community,  said  that,  with  all  his 
respect,  however,  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Binney,)  and  the  directors  of  the  United  States  bank,  he  must 
Btill  believe  them  to  be  but  men,  actuated  by  the  feelings  and 
passions  of  men,  and  that,  to  secure  the  rechartcr  of  thai  bank, 
they  would  ruin  their  country.  He  afterwards  softened  this 
expression,  by  admitting  that  such  was  not  their  intention,  but 
that  they  honestly  believed  such  recharter  would  be  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general  wish  that 
the  present  discussion  should  be  speedily  closed:  let  it  be  con- 
tinued as  long  as  it  would,  the  house  would  have  a  continued 
change  of  battery,  now  in  the  north,  then  in  the  south:  by  the 
Immense  funds  of  the  United  States  bank  every  other  bank  in 
the  community  would  be  pressed,  &c.  He  was  about  to  make 
S  motion  whioh  was,  in  the  ey«e  of  tome  gentlemen,  very  ob 


noxious:  but  duty  to  his  constituents  required  him  to  do  bo. 
They  were  now  in  distress,  which  roust  continue,  so  long  as 
the  bank  should  continue  to  struggle.  Mr.  C.  continued  some 
further  remarks,  when  he  was  admonished  by  the  chair  that  he 
must  either  make  his  motion,  or  debate  the  subject  before  the 
house. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  then  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  adjournment:  which  was 
negatived. 

The  chair  then  inquired  whether  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  was  seconded? 

In  answer  to  this,  the  members  passed  between  tellers,  and 
being  counted,  the  ayes  were  89,  the  noes  108.  So  the  house 
refused  to  second  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Cambrelen;^  then  expressed  his  desire  that  this  subject 
should  be  considered  as  the  order  of  the  day  for  1  o'clock  to- 
morrow (instead  of  private  bills,  under  the  rule). 

After  some  conven^ation,  Mr.  Cambreleng  consented  to  waive 
his  right  to  proceed  at  this  lime,  and  gave  notice  that,  at  one 
o'clock  to  morrow,  he  should  move  to  suspend  the  rule  which 
appropriates  Friday  and  Saturday  to  private  bills. 

A  number  of  private  bils  from  the  senate  were  twice  read  and 
referred. 

The  houFe  went  into  committee  of  the  whol",  on  the  naval 
and  Indian  appropriation  bills,  and  on  the  senate's  amendment 
to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  in  part;  after  debate  the  com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  the  bills  were  reported  with  amendments; 
and  the  naval  aiid  Indian  appropriation  bills  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Before  any  final  question  was  taken  on  the  amendments  to 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  10.  It  being  understood  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  press  the  consideration 
of  the  appropration  bill,  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  claims  wished  the  private  bills  disposed  of— Mr.  Cam- 
breleng "presumed  that  the  house  would  not  desire  to  proceed 
to  discuss"  the  bank  question — and  it  was  postponed  by  ge- 
neral consent. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Selden,  of  N.  Y.  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  (see  page  294),  to  instruct  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  to  require  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
pay  off  the  5  per  cent,  stocks,  &c.  was  taken  up — Mr.  Stewart 
opposed  its  passage  as  unnecessary  and  impolitic;  saying  that 
the  commissioners  would  buy  up  the  stock  if  they  had  the 
means,  as  in  duty  bound  to  do,  and  that  to  sell  the  bank  stock 
which  yields  7  per  cent,  interest,  to  pay  off  a  stock  which  pays 
only  5  per  cent,  was  unwise.  Mr.  Selden,  however,  thought 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  should  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in 
the  banks,  without  the  payment  of  interest,  and  said — was  it  to 
he  told  that  the  people  of  this  nation,  having  means  to  pay  their 
debts,  left  the  money  in  their  chest,  and  left  their  debt  unpaid? 
Yet  that  was  the  position  which,  in  substance  had  been  advo- 
cated by  his  associate  from  New  York.  Was  that  the  policy 
to  be  pursued  by  the  American  government  in  the  management 
of  her  finances.''  To  place  its  money  in  banks  where  it  drew 
no  interest,  and  leave  debts  unpaid  which  were  drawing  in- 
terest? But  it  had  been  said,  that,  by  leaving  the  money  in  the 
banks,  it  was  of  advantage  to  the  trading  community.  Indeed! 
and  was  it  the  doctrine  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  money 
was  to  be  raised  by  taxation  from  the  whole  country,  that  it 
might  be  lent  out  lo  banks  who  charged  interest  for  the  use  of 
it?    To  such  doctrine  he  could  not  subscribe. 

The  discussion  was  further  pursued;  but  finally  the  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  126  to  81. 

Seventeen  private  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed— 
and  several  other  bills  considered,  &c.     Adjourned  to  Monday. 
Monday,  Jan.  13.     The  consideration  of  tlie  memorial  of  Noah 
Fletcher,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business  from  last  Mon- 
day, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the  house  at  consid- 
erable length  in  support  of  the  resolution  which  he  had  offered 
on  the  subject  of  this  memorial,  (viz:  that  the  petitioner  had 
been  improperly  removed,  and  ought  to  be  restored.) 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  replied. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  that  the  subject  should  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  and  supported  his  motion  by  a  speech.  Mr. 
Speight  moved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table.  Mr.  Pinck- 
ncy  wished  to  offer  a  few  remarks,  but  the;  rule  fi)rbade  it.  Mr. 
Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  AskeA  Mr.  S.  to  withdraw  his  motion,  be- 
ing in  possession  of  important  information  which  he  wished  to 
lay  before  the  house.  Mr.  Speight  declined.  A  call  of  the 
house  was  ordered,  204  responded  and  6  others  soon  after  ap- 
peared; and  after  other  proceedings,  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried 
— ayes  120,  noes  83. 

A  resolution  was  passed,  after  a  considerable  debate,  to  sup- 
ply the  new  members  with  copies  of  Elliot's  debates  on  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Other  business  of  a  minor  character  being  attended  to — the 
house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  14.  Mr.  Jldains  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  lo  this  house  copies  of  such  instructions  as  have 
been  given  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  since  the  26th  Dec. 
last,  rnauiating  their  duty  under  the  act  passed  .it  the  last  ««■- 
^ion  of  rniigrewH,  entitled  "an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  I4tb 
July,  1832,  and  all  other  acts  Imposing  duller  on  importe." 
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Mr.  A.  ill  a  few  vvurdd,  sUtod  ttia  dubdtaiice  vftias  resolution, 
atid  ttie  object  desired. 

T't<«  redotutioii  wad  agreed  to. 

Oitter  budiuedd  being  attended  to  whicit  we  have  not  room  to 

IlOttCti — 

At  1  o'clock,  Mr.  Cambreleng  took  tde  floor,  and  addressed 
tUe  house  on  the  bank  question,  and  occupied  it  till  a  quarter 
before  3;  when 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  McDuffie: — "with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  depositing  the  revenue  hereafler 
collected  in  all  the  state  banks,  in  the  dilTercut  states  where  the 
same  is  collected^  in  proportion  to  their  respective  capital  paid 
in,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which  the  same  shall  be  de- 
posited; and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  adjournment;  but,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Polk,  withdrew  the  motion,  to  allow  the  naval 
appropriation  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  accordingly,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence.    And  soon  after,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  15.  The  speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Davis,  stating  he  had  informed  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  he  bad  resigned  his  seat  in  congress.  [Being 
elected  governor  of  the  etate.] 

He  also  presented  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  treasury 
department,  in  pursuance  of  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  July, 

1832,  on  the  tariff.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  sent 
to  the  collectors  from  the  comptroller's  office: 

Treasury  departvfient,  comptroller's  ojjice,  Jan.  15, 1834. 

Sir:  In  giving  the  instructions  in  the  circular  of  the  28th  ult. 

in  relation  to  the  item  of  forty  bales  of  blue  cotton  cloths,  I  was 

under  the  impression  that,  according  to  the  views  expressed  by 

tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  circular  of  the  20th  April. 

1833,  the  reduction  of  duties  provided  for  by  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1833,  was  to  be  ascertained  by  calculating  the  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  imposed  by  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  on  the  actual  or 
real  value  of  this  description  of  goods,  instead  of  the  minimum, 
or  assumed;  or  artificial  value  of  35  cents  per  square  yard,  when 
costing  less  than  that  sum. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has,  however,  decided  that  such 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  circular  of  the  20th  April,  1833,  and 
has  directed  that  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  imposed  by  the  act  of 
14th  July,  1832,  is  to  be  calculated  on  the  minimum  principle, 
or  assumed  value  of  such  goods;  and  that  the  duty  of  20  per 
cent,  under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  is  to  be  estitHated  on  the 
real  or  actual  foreign  cost  or  value  of  such  goods — the  difference 
between  the  two  amounts  thus  produced,  constituting  the  ex- 
cess upon  which  the  one-tenth  is  to  be  deducted. 

You  will,  accordingly,  be  pleased  to  make  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions in  relation  to  the  item  of  forty  bales  blue  cotton  cloths, 
in  the  form  of  the  importers  entry  subjoined  to  the  circular  from 
this  of&ce  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in  the  manner  specified  in  accom- 
panying statement.  Respectfully, 

JOS.  ANDERSON,  comptroller. 

The  deposite  question  was  resumed^  and  Mr.  S.  McDowell 
Moore,  delivered  his  sentiments  upon  it  at  large;  after  which 
(Mr.  Beardsley  having  the  fiooor)  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  16.  A  letter  similar  to  that  inserted  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  senate,  concerning  the  duties  payable  on 
cotton  goodsj  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  usual  report  of  the  directors  of  the  mint  was  presented. 

The  morning  business  being  disposed  of — 

The  subject  of  the  deposites  came  up  as  the  order  of  the  day; 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  took  the  floor,  and  continued  to 
occupy  it  until  near  4  o'clock:  when 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  adjournment,  and  has  the 
iioor  for  to-morrow. 

MR.   CLAY'S  SPEECH  , 

IM  THE  SENATE,  DECEMBER,  26,  1833. 

The  chair  having  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  subject 
of  ttie  removal  of  the  deposites — 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his  sense  of  his  own 
duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  deposiie  witii 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity 
'With  the  president's  opinion;  and  by  appoinlin(j  his  successor 
to  effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  president  has 
asAuraed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the  treasury  of  thw  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  cititslimtiou  and  laws,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  reasons  as:fijj!nod  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  nioiujy  of  the  United  States, 
deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Siaiti!>i  and  its  branches, 
communicated  to  congress  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  1833,  are 
unsatisfactory  and  itisutlicient. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  to  the  following  effect: 
We  are,  said  he,  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  hitherto  blood 
less,  hut  rapidly  tending  towards  a  total  change  of  the  pure  re- 
pu  blicau  character  of  the  government,  and  to  the  concentration 
of  all  power  in  the  hands  ofone  man.  Tlie  powers  of  congress 
are  paralyzed,  excwpt when  exerted  in  conformity  with  hin 
w  ill,  by  frequent  and  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  executive 


veto,  not  anticipated  by  the  fuuiulers  of  the  constitution,  and 
not  practised  by  any  of  the  predecessors  of  the  present  chief 
magistrate.  And,  to  cramp  tlieni  still  more,  a  new  expedient  in 
sjiringing  into  use,  of  withhuldiiig  altogelhei  hills  which  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  both  houses  of  congress,  thereby  cutting 
off  all  opportunity  of  passing  them,  even  if,  after  their  return, 
the  members  should  be  unanimous  in  their  favor.  The  con- 
stitutional participation  of  the  senate  in  the  appointing  power 
is  virtually  abolished  by  the  constant  use  of  the  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  without  any  known  cause,  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  same  individual  to  the  same  office,  after  his  rejection 
by  the  senate.  How  often  have  we,  senators,  felt  that  the  check 
of  the  senate,  instead  of  being,  as  the  constitution  intended, 
a  salutary  control,  was  an  idle  ceremony?  How  often,  when 
acting  on  the  case  of  the  nominated  successessor,  have  we  felt 
the  injustice  of  the  removal?  How  often  have  we  said  to  each 
other,  well,  what  can  we  do?  the  office  cannot  remain  vacant, 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  and,  if  we  reject  the 
proposed  substitute,  we  cannot  restore  the  displaced,  and,  per- 
haps, some  more  unworthy  man  may  be  nominated? 

The  judiciary  has  not  been  exempted  from  the  prevailing 
rage  for  innovation.  Decisions  of  tlic  tribunals,  deliberately 
pronounced,  have  been  contemptuously  disregarded.  And  the 
sanctity  of  numerous  treaties  openly  violated.  Our  Indian 
relations,  coeval  with  the  existence  of  the  government,  and 
recognized  and  establishsed  by  numerous  laws  and  treaties, 
have  been  subverted,  the  rights  of  the  helpless  and  unfortunate 
aborigines  trampled  in  the  duet,  and  they  brought  under  subjec- 
tion to  unknown  laws,  in  which  they  have  no  voice,  promul- 
gated in  an  unknown  language.  The  most  extensive  and  most 
valuable  public  domain,  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  nation, 
is  threatened  with  a  total  sacrifice.  The  general  currency  of 
the  country — the  life  blood  of  all  its  business — is  in  the  nio.-t 
imminent  danger  of  universal  disorder  and  confusion.  The 
power  of  internal  improvement  lies  crushed  beneath  the  veto. 
The  system  of  protection  of  American  industry  was  snatehtd 
from  impending  destruction,  at  the  last  session;  but  we  are  now 
coolly  told  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  without  a  blush, 
"that  it  is  understood  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  tariff" 
for  protection  merely  is  to  he  finally  abandoned."  By  the  3d  of 
March,  1837,  if  the  progiess  of  innovation  continue,  there  will 
be  scarcely  a  vestige  remaining  of  the  20vernnieiit  and  its  po- 
licy, as  they  existed  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  1829.  In  a  term  of 
eight  years,  a  little  more  than  equal  to  that  which  was  req\iired 
to  establish  our  liberties,  the  government  will  have  been  trans- 
formed into  an  elective  monarchy — the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government. 

Such  is  a  melancholy  but  faithful  picture  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  public  affairs.  It  is  not  sketched  or  exhibited  to 
excite,  here  or  elsewhere,  irritated  feeling.  I  have  no  such 
purpose.  I  would,  on  the  contrary,  implore  the  senate  and  the 
people  to  discard  all  passion  and  prejudice,  and  to  look  calmly, 
but  resolutely,  upon  the  actual  state  of  the  constitution  and  the 
country.  Although  I  bring  into  the  senate  the  same  unabated 
spirit,  and  the  same  firm  determination,  which  have  ever  guided 
me  in  the  support  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  defence  of  our  con- 
stitution, 1  contemplate  the  prospect  before  us  with  feelings  of 
deep  humiliation  and  profound  mortification. 

It  is  not  among  the  least  unfortunate  symptoms  of  the  times, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  good  and  enlightened  men  of  the 
union,  of  all  parties,  are  yielding  to  sentiments  of  desiiondency. 
There  is,  unhappily,  a  feeling  of  distrust  and  insecurity  per- 
vading the  community.  Many  of  our  best  citizens  entertain 
serious  apprehensions  that  our  union  and  our  institutions  are 
destined  to  a  speedy  overthrow.  Sir,  I  trust  that  the  hopes  and 
confidence  of  the  country  will  revive.  There  is  much  occasion 
for  manly  independence  and  patriotic  vigor,  but  none  for  des- 
pair. Thank  God,  we  are  yet  free;  and,  if  we  put  on  the  chains 
which  are  forging  for  us,  it  will  be  because  we  deserve  to  wear 
them.  We  should  never  despair  of  the  republic.  If  our  ances- 
tors had  been  capable  of  surrendering  thfmselves  to  such  igno- 
ble sentiments,  our  independence  and  our  liberties  would  never 
have  been  achieved.  The  winter  of  1776-7  was  one  of  the 
gloomiest  periods  of  the  revolution;  but  on  this  day,  fifty  seven 
years  ago,  the  father  of  his  country  achieved  a  glorious  victory, 
which  diffused  joy  and  gladness  and  animation  throughout  the 
states.  Let  us  cherish  the  hope  that,  since  he  has  gone  from 
among  us,  Providence,  in  the  dispensation  of  his  mercies,  has 
near  at  hand  in  reserve  for  us,  though  yet  unseen  by  us,  some 
sure  and  happy  deliverance  from  all  impending  dangers. 

When  we  assembled  here  last  year,  we  were  full  of  dread- 
ful forebodinsrs.  On  the  one  hand  we  were  menaced  with  a 
civil  war,  which,  lightiiiir  up  in  a  single  state,  might  spread  its 
flames  throuifliont  one  of  the  largest  sections  of  the  union.  On 
the  otiier,  a  cherished  system  of  policy,  essential  to  tVie  success- 
ful prosecution  of  the  industry  of  our  coutitrymen,  was  exposed 
to  imminent  danser  of  immediate  destruction.  Means  were 
hap|)ily  applied  by  congress  to  avert  both  calamities.  The 
country  recoticiled,  and  our  union  once  more  become  a  band  of 
friends  and  brothers.  And  I  shall  he  greatly  disappointed,  if  we 
do  not  find  those  who  were  denounced  as  being  unfriendly  to 
the  continunnce  of  our  confederacy,  among  the  foremost  to  f\j 
to  its  preservation,  and  to  resist  all  executive  encroachment. 

Mr.  President:  when  concress  adjourned,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  last  session,  there  was  one  remnant  of  its  powers, 
that  over  the  purse,  left  imtouched.  The  two  most  important 
power.q  of  civil  government  are,  those  of  the  sword  and  the 
purse.    The  first,  with  some  restriction,  is  confided  by  the  con- 
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etitutlon  to  the  executive,  and  the  last  to  iho  legislative  depart- 
xnent.  If  they  aie  separate,  and  exercised  by  different  respon- 
sible departments,  civil  liberty  is  safe;  but  if  they  are  united 
in  the  hands  of  the  same  individual,  it  is  gone.  That  clear- 
sighted and  sagacious  revolutionary  orator  and  patriot,  (Patrick 
Henry),  justly  said,  in  die  Virginia  convention,  in  reply  to  one 
of  his  opponents:  "Let  liiin  candidly  tell  me  where  and  when 
did  freedom  exist,  when  tlie  sword  and  purse  were  given  up 
f^om  the  people?  Unless  a  miracle  in  human  affairs  interposed, 
^o  nation  ever  retained  its  liberty  after  tlie  loss  of  the  sword 
and  the  purse.  Can  you  prove  by  any  argumentative  deduction, 
that  it  is  possible  to  be  safe  without  one  of  them.  If  you  give 
Ihem  up  you  are  gone." 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  termination  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress the  exclusive  constitutional  power  of  congress  over  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates  had  never  been  contested.  Among 
its  earliest  acts  was  one  to  establish  the  treasury  department, 
vWhjch  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  treasurer,  who  was 
required  to  give  bond  and  security  in  a  very  large  amount  "to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  to  dis- 
burse the  same  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the 
:lreas.ury,  countersigned  by  the  comptroller,  recorded  by  the  re- 
^ister,  and  not  otherwise.'"  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
present  bank  of  the  United  States,  no  treasury  or  place  had 
been  provided  and  designated  bylaw  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  but  the  treasurer  was  left  to  his  own  discretion 
nnd  responsibility.  When  the  existing  bank  was  established,  it 
was  provided  that  the  public  moneys  should  be  deposited  with 
it,  and  consequently  that  bank  became  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
'Siiiles.  For  whatever  place  is  designated  by  law  for  the  keep- 
ing the  public  money  of  the  United  States,  under  the  caie  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  is  for  the  time  being  the 
ireastiry.  Its  safety  was  drawn  in  question  by  the  chief  ma 
gistrate^  and  an  agent  was  appointed  a  little  more  than  a  year 
ago,  to  investigate  its  ability.  He  reported  to  the  executive 
that  it  was  perfectly  safe.  His  apprehensions  of  its  solidity 
were  communicated  by  the  president  to  congress,  and  a  com- 
inittee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  subject.  They,  also,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  its  security.  And,  finally,  among  the  last  acts 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  prior  to  the  close  of  the  last 
sesaionj  was  the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  manifesting  its  entire 
.confidence  in  the  ability  and  solidity  of  the  bank. 

^fler  all  these  testimonies  to  the  perfect  safety  of  the  public 
moneys,  in  the  place  appointed  by  corjgress,  who  could  have 
supposed  that  the  place  would  have  been  changed.'  Who  could 
Jiave  imagined  that,  within  60  days  of  the  meeting  of  congress, 
and,  as  it  were,  in  utter  contempt  of  its  authority,  the  change 
sb{Ould  have  been  ordered?  Who  would  have  dreampt  that  the 
treasurer  should  have  thrown  away  the  single  key  to  the  trea- 
sury, over  which  congress  held  ample  control,  and  accepted  in 
lieu  of  it  some  dozens  of  keys,  over  which  neither  congress  nor 
he  has  any  adequate  control?  Yet,  sir,  all  this  has  been  done, 
^nd  it  is  now  our  solemn  duly  to  inquire — 1st,  By  whose  au- 
thority it  has  been  ordered?  and  2d,  Whether  the  order  has  been 
given  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States? 

I  agree,  sir,  and  T  am  happy  whenever  I  can  agree  with  the 
president,  as  to  the  immense  importance  of  these  questions. 
He  says,  in  a  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that  he  looks 
,upon  the  pending  question  as  involving  higher  considerations 
Chan  the  "mere  transfer  of  a  sura  of  money  from  one  bank  to 
another.  Its  decision  may  affect  the  character  of  our  govei-n- 
ment  for  ages  to  come."  And,  with  him,  I  view  it  as  of  tran- 
scendent importance  both  in  its  consequences  and  the  great 
principles  which  the  question  involves.  In  the  view  which  I 
have  taken  of  this  subject,  I  hold  the  bank  as  nothing,  as  per- 
fercetly  insignificant,  faithful  as  it  has  been  in  the  performance 
of  all  its  duties,  efficient  as  it  has  proved  in  regulating  the  cur- 
rency, than  which  there  is  none  in  all  Christendom  so  sound, 
and  deep  as  is  the  interest  of  the  country  in  the  establishment 
and  conlinnance  of  a  sound  currency,  and  the  avoidance  of  all 
Ihose  evils  which  result  from  a  defective  or  unsettled  currency. 
All  these  I  regard  as  questions  of  no  importance,  in  compari- 
son with  ilie  principles  involved  in  this  executive  innovation. 
It  involves  the  distribution  of  power  by  the  executive,  and  the 
taking  away  a  power  from  congress  which  it  was  never  before 
doubted  to  possess— the  power  over  the  public  purse.  Enter- 
taining thevse  views,  I  shall  not,  to  day,  at  least,  examine  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  president,  or  by  the  secretary  of  the 
•treasury;  for  if  the  president  had  no  power  to  perform  the  act, 
no  reasons,  however  cogent  or  strong,  which  he  can  assign  as 
urging  him  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose,  no  reasons 
can  sanctify  an  unconstitutional  and  illegal  act. 

The  first  .lueslion.  sir,  which  I  intimated  it  to  be  my  purpose 
fo  examine,  was,  by  whose  direction  was  this  change  of  the  dc- 
posites  made? 

Now,  sir,  is  there  any  man  who  hears  me,  who  requires  proof 
on  this  point?  Is  there  an  intelligent  man  in  the  whole  country 
who  does  not  know  who  it  was  that  decided  on  the  removal  of 
the  deposites?  Is  it  not  of  universal  notoriety?  Does  any  man 
doubt  that  it  was  the  act  of  the  president?  That  it  was  done  by 
his  authority  and  at  his  command?  The  president,  on  this  sub- 
ject, has  himself  furnished  evidence  which  is  perfectly  conclu- 
sive, in  the  paper  which  he  has  read  to  his  cabinet:  for,  although 
he  has  denied  to  the  senate  an  official  copy  of  that  paper,  it  is 
universally  admitted  that  he  has  given  it  to  the  world  as  con- 
taining the  reasons  which  intlueuocd  him  to  the  act.  As  a  part 
of  the  people,  if  not  in  our  senatorial  character,  we  have  a  right 


to  avail  ourselves  of  that  paper,  and  of  all  which  it  contains.  l» 
it  not  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  the  authority- by  which  the  de- 
posites have  been  removed?  I  admit  that  it  is  an  unprecedented 
and  most  extraordinary  paper.  The  consiitutioH  of  the  United 
States  admits  of  a  call,  from  the  chief  magistrate,  on  the  heads 
of  departments,  for  their  opinions  in  writing. 

It  appears,  indeed,  that  this  power  which  the  constitution 
confers  on  the  president,  had  been  exercised,  and  that  the  cabf- 
net  were  divided,  two  and  two,  and  one,  who  was  ready  to  »o 
on  either  side,  being  a  little  indifferent  how  this  great  constitu- 
tional power  was  settled  by  the  president.  The  president  was 
not  satisfied  with  calling  on  his  cabinet  for  their  opinions,  in 
the  customary  and  constitutional  form;  but  be  prepares  a  paper 
of  his  own,  and,  instead  of  receiving  reasons  from  them,  reads 
to  them,  and  thus  indoctrinates  them  according  to  his  own 
views.  This,  sir,  is  ihe  first  lime  in  the  history  of  our  country, 
when  a  paper  has  been  thus  read,  and  thus  published.  The 
proceeding  is  entirely  without  precedent.  Those  who  now  ex- 
ercise power  consider  all  precedents  wrong.  They  hold  prece- 
dents ill  contempt;  and,  casting  them  aside,  have  commenced 
a  new  era  in  administration.  But  while  they  thus  hold  all  pre- 
cedents in  contempt,  disregarding  all,  no  matter  how  long  es- 
tablished, no  matter  to  what  departments  of  the  government 
they  may  have  given  sanction,  they  are  always  disposed  to 
shield  themselves  behind  a  precedent,  whenever  they  eaii  find 
one  to  subserve  their  purpose. 

But  the  question  is — who  gave  the  order  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites?  By  whose  act  were  they  removed  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  where  they  were  required  by  the  law  to 
be  placed,  and  placed  in  banks  which  the  law  never  designated? 
I  tell  the  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  me,  that  I  am  not  to 
be  answered  by  the  exhibition  of  an  order  signed  by  R.  Taney, 
or  any  one  else.  I  want  to  know,  not  the  clerk  who  makes  the 
vi'riting,  but  the  individual  who  dictates— not  the  hangman  who 
executes  the  culprit,  but  the  tribunal  which  orders  the  execu- 
tion. I  want  the  original  authority,  that  I  may  know  by  whose 
order,  on  whose  authority  the  public  deposites  were  removed, 
and  I  again  ask — is  there  a  member  of  this  senate,  is  there  an 
intelligent  man  in  the  whole  country,  who  doubts  on  this  point? 
Hear  what  the  president  himself  says,  in  his  manifesto,  read  to 
his  cabinet:  "Tlie  president  deems  it  HIS  duty,  to  communicate 
in  this  manner  to  his  cabinet  the  final  conclusions  of  his  own 
MIND,  and  the  reasons  on  which  they  are  founded,"  &c. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  paper  what  does  he  say?  "The  pre- 
sident again  repeats  that  he  begs  his  cabinet  to  consider  the  pro- 
posed measure  as  his  own,  in  the  support  of  which  he  shall  re- 
quire no  one  of  them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  principle. 
Jts  responsibility  has  been  assumed,  after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  and  reflection,  as  necessary  to  preserve  the  morals 
of  the  people,  the  fret^dom  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise,  without  which  all  will  unite  in  saying  that 
the  blood  and  treasure  expended  by  our  forefathers  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  happy  system  of  government  will  have  been 
vain  and  fruitless.  Under  these  convictions,  he  feels  that  a 
measure  so  important  to  the  American  people  cannot  be  com- 
menced too  soon;  and  HE  therefore  names  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber next  as  a  period  proper  for  the  change  of  the  deposites,  or 
sooner,  provided  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  state 
banks  can  be  made."  Sir,  is  there  a  senator  here  who  will  tell 
me  that  this  removal  was  not  made  by  order  of  the  president? 
I  know,  indeed,  that  there  are  in  this  document  many  of  those 
most  mild,  most  gracious,  most  condescending  expressions, 
which  power  too  well  knows  how  to  clothe  its  mandates.  The 
president  coaxes,  he  soothes  the  secretary  in  the  most  bland  and 
conciliating  language:  "In  the  remarks  he  has  made  on  this  all- 
important  question,  he  trusts  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will 
see  only  the  frank  and  respectful  declarations  of  the  opinions 
which  the  president  has  formed  on  a  measure  of  great  national 
interest,  deeply  affecting  the  character  and  usefulness  of  his  ad- 
ministration; diWA  not  a  sipirit  of  dictation,  w\\\c\\  the  president 
would  be  as  careful  to  avoid,  as  ready  to  resist.  Happy  will  he 
be,  if  the  facts  now  disclosed  produce  uniformity  of  opinion  and 
unity  of  action  among  the  members  of  the  administration,"  Sir, 
how  kind!  how  gentle!  How  very  gracious  must  this  have 
sounded  in  the  gratified  ear  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury! 
Sir,  it  reminds  me  of  an  historical  anecdote  related  of  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  characters  which  our  species  has  ever  pro- 
duced. While  Oliver  Cromwell  was  contending  for  the  maste- 
ry of  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  (I  do  not  now  remember  which), 
he  besieged  a  certain  Catholic  town.  The  place  made  a  stout 
resistance;  but  at  length  the  town  being  likely  to  be  taken,  the 
poor  Catholics  proposed  terms  of  capitulation,  stipulating  there- 
in for  the  toleration  of  their  religion.  The  paper  containing  the 
terms  was  brought  to  Oliver,  who,  putting  on  his  spectacles  to 
read  it,  cried  out,  "Oh,  granted,  granted;  certainly:" — he,  how- 
ever, added — "but  if  one  of  them  shall  dare  to  be  found  attend- 
ing mass,  he  shall  be  hanged" — ("inder  what  section  is  not  men- 
tioned; whether  under  a  second,  or  any  other  section,  of  any 
particular  law,  we  are  not  told). 

Thus,  sir.  the  se.cre,tary  was  told  by  the  president  that  he  had 
not  the  slightest  wish  to  dictate — oh,  no:  nothing  is  farther  from 
the  president's  intention:  but,  sir,  what  was  he  told  in  the  se- 
quel? "If  you  do  not  comply  with  my  wishes — if  you  do  not 
effect  the  removal  of  these  deposites  within  the  period  I  assign 
you,  you  must  quit  your  office."  And  what,  sir.  was  the  effect? 
This  document  bears  date  on  the  18th  September.  In  the  offi- 
cial paper,  published  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  through 
which  it  is  untje.rstpo.d  ih?ii  the  goyernmeijt  makes  known  its 
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wishes  and  purposes  to  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  we  were 
told,  under  date  of  the  20lh  September,  18J3,  two  days  only  after 
this  cabinet  paper  was  read,  as  follows:  "We  are  authorised  to 
state" — authorised;  this  is  the  word  which  gave  credit  to  tliis 
annunciation — "VVe  are  authorised  to  slate  that  tlie  deposites 
of  the  public  money  will  be  changed  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  the  state  banks,  as  soon  as  necessary  arrans^enicnts 
can  be  made  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  is  believed  they  can 
be  completed  in  Baltimore,  Phihidelphia,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton, in  lime  to  make  the  change  by  the  first  of  October,  and  per- 
haps sooner,  if  circumstances  should  render  an  earlier  action 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  government."  Yes,  sir,  on  the  18th 
of  September  this  measure  was  decided  on;  and  on  the  20th,  it 
is  announced  to  the  people,  that  the  deposites  would  bo  remov- 
ed by  tlie  1st  of  October,  or  sooner,  if  practicablu!  Mr.  Duane 
was  continued  in  olfice  till  the  23d,  on  which  day  he  was  dis- 
missed: and  between  the  23d  and  the  26th,  on  which  latter  day 
the  mere  clerical  act  of  signing  the  order  for  removal  was  per- 
formed, Mr.  Tanev,  by  whom  it  was  done,  was  appointed  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  having  conformed  to  the  will  of  the  pre- 
sident, against  his  own  duty,  which  Mr.  Dnane  would  not  do. 
Yes,  sir,  on  the  20th  went  forth  this  proclamation,  by  authority, 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  although  Mr.  Duane  remained 
in  office  til!  the  23d.  On  this  point  we  have  conclusive  proof  in 
a  letter  of  the  president  to  that  gentleman,  dated  on  tlie  23d, 
which  letter,  after  all  the  gracious,  friendly  and  conciliating  lan- 
guage of  the  cabinet  paper,  concludes  in  these  terms:  "I  feel 
constrained  to  notify  you,  that  your  further  services  as  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  arc  no  longer  required." 

Such,  Mr.  President,  is  the  testimony  on  one  side  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  proposition,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  measure  determined 
oa  by  the  president  himself— determined  on  while  the  late  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  was  still  in  office,  and  against  the  will  of 
the  secretary:  although  Mr.  Taney  may  have  put  his  signaluie 
to  the  order  on  the  26th— a  mere  ministerial  act,  done  in  con- 
formity with  the  previous  decision  of  the  president,  that  the  re- 
moval should  take  place  on  or  before  the  1st  of  October. 

I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  testimony  of  the  other 
party;  I  mean  Mr.  Duane.  After  giving  a  history  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  accompanied  his  appointment  to  office,  and 
what  passed  antecedent  to  his  removal,  he  proceeds  to  say — 

<*Thus  I  was  thrust  into  office — thus  was  I  thrust  from  office 
— not  because  I  had  neglected  any  duty — not  because  I  liad  dif- 
fered with  the  president  on  any  other  point  of  public  policy — 
not  because  I  had  differed  with  him  about  tiie  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — but,  because  I  refused,  without  further  inquiry  or 
action  by  congress,  to  remove  the  deposites." 

Can  testimony  be  more  complete  to  establish  the  proposition 
I  have  advanced?  And  is  it  possible,  after  l!ie  testimony  of  the 
president  on  one  side  and  of  his  secretary  on  the  other,  that  the 
former  had  decided  that  the  deposites  should  be  removed,  and 
had  removed  the  secretary  because  he  would  not  do  it,  that  any 
man  can  doubt  that  the  removal  was  the  president's  own  act.' 
that  it  was  done  in  accordance  with  his  command.'' 

And  now,  sir,  having  seen  that  the  removal  was  made  by  the 
command  and  authority  of  the  president,  I  shall  proceed  to  iu- 
quire  whether  it  was  done  in  conformity  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  the  reasons  alleged 
by  the  president  or  his  secretary,  except  so  far  as  those  reasons 
contain  an  attempt  to  shew  that  he  possessed  the  requisite  au- 
thority. Because,  if  the  president  of  the  United  States  had  no 
power  to  do  this  thing,  if  the  constitution  and  laws,  instead  of 
authorising  it,  required  him  to  keep  his  hands  off  the  treasury, 
It  is  useless  to  inquire  into  any  reasons  he  may  give  tor  exercis- 
ing a  power  which  he  did  not  possess.  Sir,  wiiat  power  has  the 
president  of  the  United  States  over  the  treasury.''  Is  it  in  the 
charter  establishing  the  bank?  The  clause  of  the  charter  relat- 
ing to  the  public  deposites  declares  "that  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank 
and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said 
bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which  case  the 
eecretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congress, 
if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 
This  is  in  strict  consonance  with  the  act  creating  the  treasury 
department  in  1789.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  by  that 
act  constituted  the  agent  of  congress:  he  is  required  to  report  to 
congress  annually  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  his  plans  re- 
specting them;  and  if  congress  in  either  of  its  branches  shall  re- 
quire it,  he  is  to  report  at  any  time  on  any  particular  branch  of 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  He  is  the  agent  of  congress 
to  watch  over  the  safety  of  the  national  deposites;  and  if,  from 
any  peculiar  circumstances,  the  removal  of  them  shall  be  re- 
quired, he  is  to  report  the  fact — to  whom?  to  the  president?  No, 
Bir — he  must  report  it  to  congress,  together  with  his  reasons 
therefor.  By  the  charter  of  the  bank,  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  clothed  with  two  powers  respecting  it,  and  two 
only.  By  one  of  its  clauses  he  is  authorised  to  nominate,  and 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  to  appoint  the  govern- 
ment directors,  and  to  remove  them:  by  the  other  clause,  he  is 
empowered  to  issue  a  scire  facias  when  he  shall  apprehend  that 
the  charter  of  the  institution  has  been  violated.  These,  I  say, 
are  the  only  powers  given  him  by  the  charter,  all  others  are  de- 
nied to  him,  and  are  given  to  others.  The  bank  is  not  bound  to 
report  the  state  of  ita  affairs  to  him,  but  to  the  secretary  of  the 


treasury;  and  it  is  thus  to  report  whenever  he  shall  call  upon  It 
for  information;  but  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  go  farther,  n 
committee  of  congress  is  authorised  to  exan)ine  the  books  of  iho 
bank,  and  look  into  the  whole  state  of  its  aflairs,  and  to  report 
not  to  the  president,  but  to  congress,  who  appointed  them.  'I'he 
president,  as  1  have  said,  is  restricted  to  the  two  i)0wers  of  ap- 
pointing directors,  and  issuing  a  scire  facias. 

And  lias  the  president  any  power  over  the  treasury  by  the  con- 
stitution? None,  sir,  none.  The  constilutioii  re(|nires  that  no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tion, thus  placing  it  entirely  under  the  control  of  congress. 
But  the  president  himself,  says,  "upon  him  has  been  devolved, 
by  the  constitution  and  the  suffrages  of  the  American  fteoph.-, 
the  duty  of  superintending  the  operation  of  the  executive  de- 
partments of  the  governmtnit,  and  seeing  that  the  laws  are 
faithfully  executed."  Sir,  the  president  in  another  part  of  tliia 
same  paper,  refers  to  the  same  suffrages  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, as  the  source  of  some  other  and  new  powers  over  and 
above  those  in  the  constitution,  or  at  least,  as  expressive  of 
their  approbation  of  the  exercise  of  them.  Sir,  I  differ  from 
the  president  on  this  point;  and  though  it  does  not  belong  ex- 
actly in  this  place  in  the  argument,  I  will  add  a  remark  or  two 
on  this  idea.  His  re-election  resulted  from  his  presumed  uic- 
rits  generally,  and  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  from  the  unworlhiticss  of  his  competitor;  nor  was  it 
intended  thereby  to  express  their  approbation  of  all  the  opinions 
he  was  known  to  hold.  Sir,  it  caruiot  be  believed  that  the 
great  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  instatice,  which  fias  so  justly 
been  denominated  the  key  stone  of  our  federal  arch,  in  votiii" 
again  and  ag.iin  for  the  present  chief  magistrate,  meant  by  tliaj 
act  to  reverse  her  own  opinions  on  the  subject  of  domestic  i«- 
dtistry.  Sir,  the  truth  is,  that  the  re-election  of  the  pre.-ident 
proves  as  little  an  apfirohation  by  the  people  of  all  the  opinions 
he  may  hold,  even  if  lie  had  ever  unequivocally  expressed  what 
those  opinions  were,  (a  thing  which  he  never,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  has  yet  done)  as  it  would  prove  that  if  the 
president  had  a  carbuncle  or  the  king's  evil,  they  meant  by  re- 
electing him  to  approve  of  liis  carbuncle. 

But  the  president  says,  that  the  duty  "lias  been  devolved 
upon  him"  to  remove  the  deposites,  "by  the  constitution  and 
the  suffrages  of  the  American  people."  Sir,  does  he  mean  to 
say  that  these  suffrages  created  of  themselves  a  new  source  of 
power?  That  he  d(;rived  an  authority  from  them  which  he  did 
not  hold  as  from  any  other  source?  If  he  means  that  their  suf- 
frages made  him  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
as  president,  he  may  .exercise  every  power  pertaining  to  that 
office  under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  there  is  none  who 
controvert  it;  but  then  there  could  be  no  need  to  add  the  suf- 
frages to  the  constitution.  But  his  language  is  "the  suffrages 
of  the  American  people  and  the  constitution."  Sir,  I  deny^it. 
There  is  not  a  syllable  in  the  constitution  which  imposes  any 
such  duty  upon  him.  There  is  nothing  of  any  such  thing;  no 
color  to  the  idea.  It  is  true,  that  by  law,  all  the  departments, 
with  the  exception  of  the  tieasury,  are  placed  under  the  gene- 
ral care  of  the  president.  He  says  this  is  done  by  the  constitu- 
tion. The  laws,  however,  have  appointed  but  three  executive 
departments;  and,  it  is  true,  that  the  secretaries  are  often  re- 
quired by  law  to  act,  in  certain  eases,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  president.  So  far,  it  is  admitted  that  they  havs 
been,  by  the  law,  (not  by  the  constitution),  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  president.  Yet,  even  as  to  the  state  dejjart- 
ment,  there  are  duties  devolving  upon  the  secretary  over  which 
the  president  has  no  control;  and  for  the  nou- performance  of 
which  that  officer  is  responsible,  not  to  the  president,  but  to  the 
legislative  tribunals,  or  to  the  courts  of  justice.  This  is  no  new 
opinion.  The  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Marbury  and  Ma- 
dison, expressed  it  in  the  following  terms: 

"By  tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  president  is  in- 
vested with  certain  important  political  powers,  in  the  exercise 
of  which,  he  is  to  use  his  own  discretion,  and  is  accountable 
only  to  his  country  in  his  political  character,  and  to  his  own 
conscience.  To  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  these  duties 
he  is  authorised  to  appoint  certain  officers,  who  act  by  his  au- 
thority, and  in  conformity  with  his  orders. 

"In  such  cases,  their  acts  are  his  acts;  and  whatever  opinion 
may  be  entertained  of  the  manner  in  which  executive  discre- 
tion may  be  used,  still  there  exists,  and  can  exist,  no  power  to 
control  that  discretion.  The  subjects  are  political.  They  re- 
spect the  nation,  not  individual  rights,  and  being  intrusted  to 
the  executive,  the  decision  of  the  exeautive  is  conclusive. 
The  application  of  this  remark  will  be  perceived  by  adverting 
to  the  act  of  congress  for  establishing  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs.  This  officer,  as  his  duties  were  prescribed  by  that  art, 
is  to  conform  precisely  to  the  will  of  the  president.  He  is  the 
mere  organ  by  whom  that  will  is  communicated.  The  acts  of 
such  an  officer,  as  an  officer,  can  never  be  examinable  by  the 
courts. 

"But  when  the  legislature  proceeds  to  impose  on  that  officer 
other  duties;  when  he  is  directed  peremptorily  to  perform  cer- 
tain acts;  [that  is,  when  he  is  not  placed  under  the  direction  of 
the  president],  when  the  rights  of  individuals  are  dependent  on 
the  performance  of  those  acts,  he  is  so  far  the  officer  of  the  law; 
is  amenable  to  the  laws  for  his  conduct;  and  cannot  at  his  dis- 
cretion sport  away  the  vested  rights  of  others. 

"The  conclusion  from  this  reasoning  is,  that  where  ths  heads 
of  departments  are  the  political  or  confidential  agents  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, merely  to  execute  the  will  of  the  president,  or  rather 
to  act  in  cases  in  which  the  executive  possesses  a  constitution- 
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al  or  legal  discretion,  notliing  can  be  more  perfectly  clear  than 
that  their  acts  are  only  politically  examinable.  But  where  a 
npecific  duty  is  assigned  by  law,  and  individual  rights  depend 
upon  the  performance  of  tliat  duty,  it  seems  equally  clear  that 
the  individual  who  considers  himself  injured,  has  a  right  to  re- 
sort to  the  laws  of  his  country  for  a  remedy." 

Though  the  president  is  mistaken  in  tiis  assertion,  that  the 
constitution  devolves  upon  the  president  the  superintendence 
of  the  departments,  there  is  one  clause  of  that  instrument  which 
lie  has  very  correctly  quoted,  and  which  makes  it  his  duty  to 
"see  that  the  laws  are  faithlully  executed,"  as  it  is  mine  now 
to  examine  what  authority  he  obtains  by  this  clause  in  the  case 
before  us.  Under  it,  il)e  mo»t  enormous  pretensions  have  been 
set  up  for  tlie  president. 

It  has  l)een  contended,  that  if  a  law  shall  pass,  which  the 
president  does  not  conceive  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  coh- 
stitution,  he  is  not  bound  to  execute  it;  and  if  a  treaty  shall 
have  been  made,  which,  in  his  ofunion,  lias  been  unconstitu- 
tional in  its  stipulations,  he  is  not  bound  to  enforce  them.  And 
it  necessarily  follows  tiiat.  if  the  courts  of  justice  shall  j^ive  a 
decision,  which  he  shall  in  like  nirmner  deem  repugnant  to  the 
constitution,  l)e  is  not  expected  or  tiound  to  execute  that  law. 
Sir,  let  us  look  a  little  into  this  principle,  and  trace  it  out  into 
some  of  its  consequences. 

One  of  the  most  important  acts  performed  at  the  departments 
is,  to  settle  those  very  large  accounts  which  individuals  liave 
with  the  government;  accounts  amounting  to  millions  of  dol- 
lars; to  settle  then),  an  auditor  and  a  comptroller  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  law,  whose  official  acts  may  affect,  to  the  extent  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  the  property  of  individual 
contractors.  If  the  pretensions  of  the  president  are  well  found- 
ed, his  power  goes  further  than  he  has  exerted  it.  He  may  go 
into  the  office  of  the  auditor,  or  the  office  of  the  comptroller, 
and  may  say  to  him,  sir,  Mr.  A.  B.  has  an  account  under  set- 
tlement in  this  office,  one  item  of  which,  objected  to  by  you,  I 
consider  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  constitution:  pass  that 
account  and  send  it  to  the  auditor;  and  he  may  then  go  to  the 
auditor  and  hold  similar  language.  If  tlie  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution is  to  be  expounded,  as  is  contended  for,  it  amounts  to 
a  complete  absorption  of  all  the  powers  of  government  in  the 
person  of  the  executive.  Sir,  when  a  doctrine  like  this  sliall 
be  admitted  as  orthodox,  when  it  shall  be  acquiesced  in  by  (lie 
people  of  this  country,  our  government  will  have  become  a 
SIMPLE  machine  enough.  The  will  of  the  president  will  be  the 
whole  of  it.  There  will  be  but  one  bed,  and  that  will  be  the 
bed  of  Procrustes:  but  one  will,  the  will  of  the  president.  All 
the  departments,  and  all  subordinate  functionaries  of  govern- 
ment, great  or  small,  must  submit  to  that  will;  and,  if  they  do 
not,  then  the  president  will  have  failed  to  "see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed." 

Sir,  such  an  extravagant  and  enormous  pretension  as  this 
must  be  set  alongside  of  its  exploded  compeer,  the  pretension 
that  congress  has  the  power  of  passing  any  and  all  laws  which 
it  may  suppose  conducive  to  "the  general  welfare." 

Let  nie,  in  a  few  words,  present  to  the  senate  what  arc  my 
own  views  as  to  the  structure  of  this  government.  1  hold  that 
no  powers  can  legitimately  be  exercised  under  it  but  such  as 
are  expressly  delegated,  and  those  which  are  necessary  to  carry 
these  into  effect.  Sir,  the  executive  power,  as  existing  in  this 
government,  is  not  to  be  traced  to  the  notions  of  Montesquieu 
or  of  any  other  writer  of  that  class,  in  the  abstract  nature  of 
the  executive  power.  Neither  is  the  legislative  nor  the  judicial 
power  to  be  decided  by  any  such  reference.  Tliwse  several 
powers  with  us,  whatever  they  may  be  elsewhere,  are  just 
what  the  constitution  has  made  them,  and  nothing  more.  And 
as  to  the  general  clauses  in  which  reference  is  made  to  cither, 
they  are  to  be  controlled  and  interpreted  by  those  where  these 
several  powers  ate  specially  delegated,  otherwise  the  executive 
will  become  a  great  vortex  that  must  end  in  swallowing  up  all 
the  rest.  Nor  will  the  judicial  power  be  any  longer  restrained 
by  the  restrainine  clauses  in  the  constitution,  which  relate  to 
its  exercise.  What  then,  it  will  be  asked,  does  this  clause, 
that  the  president  shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  execnt- 
«d,  mean?  Sir,  it  means  nothing  more  nor  le.-£  than  this,  that 
if  resistance  is  made  to  the  laws,  he  shall  take  care  that  resist- 
ance shall  cease.  Congress,  by  the  1st  article  of  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution,  is  required  to  provide  for  calling  out 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  in  case  of  resistance.  Sir,  it 
might  as  well  be  contended,  under  that  clause,  that  congress 
have  the  power  of  determining  what  are,  and  what  are  not,  the 
laws  of  the  land.  Congress  lias  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
militia;  well  sir,  what  is  the  president,  by  the  constitution?  lit; 
is  commander  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  militia  when  called  out  into  actual  service.  When, 
then,  we  are  here  told  that  he  is  clothed  with  the  wiiolo  physi- 
cal povvcf  of  the  nation,  and  when  we  are  afterwards  told,  that 
he  mu.-t  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  is  it 
possible  that  any  man  can  be  so  lost  to  the  love  of  liberty,  as 
not  to  admit  that  this  goes  no  further  than  to  remove  airy  re 
distance  which  may  be  nnide  to  the  execution  of  the  laws?  Wc 
have  established  a  system  in  which  povvrr  has  been  caru'fnily 
divided  among  different  dcpartnicnl'S  of  tiie  government.  And 
we  have  been  told  a  thousand  times,  that  this  divi.-ion  is  indis- 
pensabje  as  a  safeguard  to  civil  liberty.  We  have  dcsiis'iiaterl 
t1»e  departments,  and  have  established  in  each,  officers  to  exer- 
cise the  power  belonging  to  each.  The  pre.-ident,  it  is  true, 
presides  over  the  whole;  his  eye  surveys  the  whole  extent  nf 
tije  uystem  in  all  its  movements.     But  has  he  power  to  enter 


into  the  courts,  for  example,  and  tell  them  what  is  to  be  done? 
Or  may  he  come  here  and  tell  us  the  same?  Or  wi.ien  we  have 
made  a  law,  can  he  withhold  the  power  necessary  to  its  practi- 
cal effect?  He  moves,  it  is  true,  in  a  high,  a  glorious  sphere. 
It  is  his  to  watch  over  the  whole  wnh  a  paternal  eye;  and, 
when  any  one  wheel  of  the  vast  niachine  is  for  a  time  inter- 
rupted by  the  occurrence  of  invasion  or  rebellion,  it  is  his  care 
to  propel  its  movements,  and  to  furnish  it  with  the  requisite 
means  of  performing  its  appropiiale  duty  in  its  own  place. 

That  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  constitutional  clause 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  is  inferred  from  the  total  silence  of  all 
contemporaneoHs  expositions  of  that  instrument  on  the  subject. 
I  have  myself,  (and  when  it  was  not  in  my  power  personally, 
have  caused  others  to  aid  me),  made  researches  into  the  num- 
bers of  the  Federalist;  the  debates  in  the  "Virginia  convention, 
and  in  the  conventions  in  other  slates,  as  well  as  all  other 
sources  of  information  to  which  I  could  obtain  access,  and  I 
have  not,  in  a  solitary  instance,  found  the  slightest  color  for  the 
claims  set  up  in  these  niiOet  extraordinary  times  for  the  presi- 
dent, that  he  has  authority  to  afford  or  withhold  at  pleasure  the 
means  of  enforcing  the  laws,  and  to  superintend  and  control  aii 
officer  charged  with  a  specific  duty,  made  by  the  law  exclusive- 
ly his.  But,  sir,  1  have  found  some  authorities  which  strongly 
militate  against  any  such  claim,  if  the  doctrine  be  indeed  true, 
then  it  is  most  evident  that  there  is  no  longer  any  control  over 
our  affairs  than  that  exerted  by  the  president.  If  it  be  true  that 
when  a  duty  is  by  law  specifically  assigned  to  a  particular  officer, 
the  president  may  go  into  his  office  and  control  him  in  the  man- 
ner of  performing  it,  then  is  it  most  manifest  that  all  barriers 
for  the  safety  of  the  treasury  are  gone.  Sir,  it  is  that  union  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword,  in  the  hand  of  one  man  which  consti- 
tutes the  bt;st  definition  of  tyranny  which  our  language  can  give. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  requires  that  the 
public  deposiies  be  made  in  its, vaults.  It  also  gives  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  power  to  remove  them;— and  why?  The 
secretary  is  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  the  government. — • 
Weekly  reports  are  made  by  the  bank  to  him.  He  is  to  repoii 
to  congress  annually:  and  to  either  house  whenever  he  shall  be 
called  upon.  He  is  the  sentinel  of  congress — the  agent  of  con- 
gress— the  representative  of  congress.  He  has  been  created  by 
congress.  Congress  has  prescribed  and  has  defined  his  duties. 
He  is  required  to  report  to  them,  not  to  the  president.  He  is 
put  there  by  us  as  our  representative:  he  is  required  to  leniove 
the  deposites  when  they  shall  be  in  danger,  and  we  not  in  ses- 
sion: but  when  he  does  this,  he  is  required  to  report  to  congress 
the  fact,  with  iiis  reason  for  it.  Now  sir,  if,  when  an  officer  of 
government  is  thus  specifically  assigned  his  duly,  if  he  is  to  re- 
port his  official  acts  on  his  responsibility  to  congresf ,  if  in  a 
case  where  no  power  whatever  is  given  to  the  president,  the 
president  may  go  and  say  to  that  officer,  "go  and  do  as  1  bid  you, 
or  you  shall  be  removed  from  office" — let  me  a.-k  wliethcr  the 
danger  apprehended  by  that  eloquent  man  has  not  already  been 
realized? 

But,  sir,  let  me  suppose  that  I  am  mistaken  in  my  constnic- 
tion  of  the  constitution;  and  let  nie  suppose  that  the  president 
has,  as  is  contended,  power  to  see  every  particular  law  carried 
into  effect;  what,  then,  was  it  his  duty  to  do  in  the  present  case 
under  the  clause  thus  interpreted?  The  law  authorised  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  remove  the  dejiosites  on  his  responsi- 
bility to  congress.  Now,  if  the  president  lias  power  to  see  this, 
like  other  laws,  faithfully  executed,  then  surely  the  law  exact- 
ed of  him  that  he  should  see  that  the  secretary  was  allowed  to 
exercise  his  free,  unbiassed,  uncontrolled  judgment  in  removing 
or  not  removing  them.  That  was  the  execution  of  the  law. — 
Congress  had  not  said  that  the  secretary  of  war,  or  the  societa- 
ry  of  state,  might  remove  the  public  deposites  from  the  trea- 
sury. 

The  president  had  no  right  to  go  to  the  secretary  of  war  and 
ask  him  what  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ought  to  do.  He 
inight  as  well  have  consulted  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  about 
a  contemplated  movement  of  the  army,  as  to  ask  the  secretary 
of  war  about  the  disposition  of  the  public  moneys.  It  was  not 
to  the  president,  and  all  his  secretaries  combined,  that  the  pow- 
er was  given  to  alter  the  disposition  of  the  deposites  in  the  bank. 
It  was  to  the  secretary  alone,  exclusive  of  the  president  and  all 
the  other  officers  of  government.  And  according  to  gentlemen's 
own  showing,  by  tli(;ir  construction  of  the  clause,  the  secretary 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  his  own  unbiassed  determination,  un- 
controlled by  the  president  or  any  body  else. 

[I  would  thank  the  secretary  of  the  senate  to  get  mo  the  sedi- 
tion law.  It  is  not  very  certain  how  soon  we  may  be  called  to 
act  upon  it.] 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  let  us  trace  some  of  the  other  sources  of 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  or  motives  for  it,  or  by  whatever  other 
name  they  are  to  be  called.  He  says  to  Mr.  Dnane,  "the  presi- 
dent repeats  that  he  begs  the  cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed 
measure  as  lii.s  own,  in  the  support  of  which  he  shall  require  no 
one  of  thrill  to  make  a  sacrifiee  of  opinion  or  principle.  Its  re- 
t^lionsiliilily  lias  been  assumed,  after  the  most  mature  delibera- 
li  111  :uid  reflection,  as  necessary  to  pieserve  the  morals  of  the 
|n}(i[il^,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  the  elective 
Iriitichise."  'J'he  monils  of  the  penplt'!  What  [)art  of  the  cnn- 
siitiitioii  ha;.:  eiveii  to  the  piesident  any  power  ovir  "(lie  ninrals 
oftlie  peiiple?"  None.  It  does  not  uivesiieli  power  even  over 
religion,  tli<!  presiding  and  ^lenial  influence  over  every  true  sys- 
tem of  inoials.     No,  sir,  it  ^'ives  him  no  sueh  power. 

And  what  is  the  next  step?  'J'o-day  he  claims  a  power  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  inor.iis  of  the  people;  to  morrow  he  will  claim 


NiLEb*  REGISTER— JAN.   18,  1834— MR.  CLAY'S  SPEECH. 


553 


another,  as  still  more  indispensable  to  bur  r(;li;|ion.  And  the 
president  miglit  in  this  cuse  ns  well  have  said  that  he  went  into 
ttie  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasnry,  and  controlled  his 
free  exercise  of  his  authority  as  secretary,  because  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  "the  religion  of  the  people!"  I  ask  for  the 
authority.  Will  any  one  of  those  gentlemen  here,  who  consi- 
der themselves  as  the  vindicators  of  tlie  executive,  point  me  to 
any  clause  of  llie  constitution  which  gives  to  the  present  presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  States  any  power  to  preserve  "the  morals  of 
the  |Kople?" 

But  "the  freedom  of  the  press,"  it  seems,  was  another  mo- 
tive. Sir,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  present  secretary  of  the 
treasury  should  feel  a  desire  to  revive  this  power  over  the  press. 
He,  1  think,  was  a  member  of  that  party  which  passed  the  sedi- 
tion law,  under  precisely  the  same  pretext.  I  recollect  it  was 
said,  that  this  bank,  this  monster  of  tyranny,  was  taking  into  its 
pay  a  countless  number  of  papers,  and  by  this  means  was  de- 
filroying  the  fair  fame  of  the  president  and  his  secretary,  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing.  Sir,  it  is  sometimes  useful  to  refer  hack  to 
tliese  old  things — to  the  notions  and  the  motives  which  induced 
men  in  former  times  to  do  certain  acts  which  may  not  be  alto- 
gether unlike  some  others  in  our  own  time. 

The  famous  sedition  act  was  passed,  sir,  in  1798;  and  it  con- 
tained, among  others,  the  following  provision: 

"Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print,  utter  or  pub- 
lish; Of  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered  or 
published,  or  shall,  knowingly  and  willingly,  assist  or  aid  in 
writing,  printing,  uttering  or  publishing,  any  false,  scandalous 
and  malicious,  writing  or  writings,  against  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  or  either  house  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  de- 
fame the  said  government,  or  either  house  of  the  said  congress, 
or  the  said  president,  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them,  into 
contempt  or  disrepute;  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or 
any  of  tliem,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the  United  States;  or  to  excite  any 
unlawful  combinations  therein,  for  opposing  or  resisting  any 
law  of  ihs  United  States,  or  any  act  of  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  done  in  pursuance  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in 
him  vested  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  or  to  re- 
sist, oppose  or  defeat,  any  such  law  or  act;  or  to  aid,  encou- 
rage or  abet,  any  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  nation  against 
the  United  Stales,  their  people,  or  government,  then  such  per- 
son, being  tliereof  convicted  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  two  years." 

We  have  now,  sir,  in  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  go- 
vernment deposites,  the  same  motives  avowed  and  acted  upon. 
The  abuse  of  the  government,  bringing  it  into  disrepute,  using 
contemptuous  language  to  persons  high  in  authority,  constitut- 
ed the  motives  for  passing  the  sedition  law:  and  what  have  we 
now  but  a  repetition  of  the  same  complaints  of  abuses,  disre- 
.spect,  &c.  As  it  is  now,  so  it  was  then:  for,  says  the  next  sec- 
tion of  the  same  sedition  act,  "That  if  any  person  shall  be  pro- 
secuted under  this  act  for  the  writing  or  publishing  any  libel 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of 
the  cause,  to  give  in  evidence  in  his  defence,  the  truth  of  the 
matter  contained  in  the  publication  charged  as  a  libel.  And  the 
jury  who  shall  try  the  cause,  shall  have  a  right  to  determine 
the  law  and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in 
other  cases." 

It  is  only  for  the  sake  of  the  truth,  said  they  who  favored  the 
passage  of  that  law — for  the  sake  of  justice;  as  it  is  now  said 
that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  deposites  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  purity  of  the  press.  That's  all,  sir.  But  there  is  one 
part  of  this  assumption  of  power  by  the  president  much  more 
tyrannical  than  that  act.  Under  that  law,  the  offending  party 
was  to  have  a  trial  by  jury;  the  benefit  of  witnesses  and  of 
counsel;  and  the  right  to  have  the  truth  of  his  alleged  libels  ex- 
amined. But  what  is  the  case  now  under  consideration.-"  Why, 
sir  the  president  takes  the  whole  matter  into  his  own  hands;  he  is 
at  once  the  judge,  the  jury,  and  the  executioner  of  the  sentence, 
and  utterly  deprives  the  accused  party  of  the  opportunity  of 
shewing  that  the  imputed  libel  is  no  libel  at  all,  but  founded  in 
the  clearest  truth. 

But  "the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise,"  also  the  president 
has  very  much  at  heart:  And  here  again,  I  ask  what  part  of 
the  constitution  gives  him  any  power  over  that  "franchise.''" 
Look,  sir,  at  the  nature  of  the  exercise  of  this  power!  If  it  was 
leally  necessary  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  preserve  the  puri 
ly  of  the  press  or  the  freedom  of  elections,  what  ought  the  pre- 
sident to  have  done?  Taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands? 
No,  sir;  it  was  his  duty  to  recommend  to  congress  the  passage 
of  laws  for  the  purpose,  under  suitable  sanctions:  laws  which 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  could  execute.  We  could  not 
have  been  worse  oflf  under  such  laws,  (however  exceptionable 
they  might  be),  than  we  are  now.  We  could  then,  sir,  have 
reviewed  the  laws,  and  seen  whether  congress  or  the  president 
had  properly  any  power  over  this  matter;  or  whether  the  article 
of  the  constitution  which  forbids  that  the  press  shall  be  touch- 
ed, and  declares  that  religion  shall  be  sacred  from  all  the  pow- 
ers of  legislation,  applied  in  the  case  or  not.  This  the  president 
has  undertaken  to  do  of  himself,  without  the  shadow  of  autho- 
rity, either  in  the  constitution  or  the  law:^ 

Suppose,  sir,  that  thi-:  coiiluimcious  institution,  vvhiiph  com- 
iuituid  liic  gi(;al  tin,  in  13:'29,  of  not  appointing  a  new  president 


to  a  certain  one  of  its  branches— suppose  that  the  bank  should 
go  on  and  vindicate  itself  against  tiie  calumnies  poured  out  upon 
it — that  it  should  continue  to  stand  U[)on  its  defence,  how  in- 
efficient will  have  been  the  exercise  of  power  by  the  president! 
How  inadequate  to  the  end  he  had  in  view,ot  jireserving  the 
press  from  being  made  use  of  to  defend  the  bank!  Why,  sir,  if 
we  had  had  the  power,  and  the  president  liad  come  to  us,  we 
could  have  laid  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  by  the  heels,  if  he  should 
have  \indertakeii  to  publish  another  report  of  genc^ral  Sinilk  or 
Mr.  RJcDuffic,  or  another  speech  of  the  eloquent  gentleman  near 
me,  (Mr.  lycbater),  or  any  other  such  libels,  tuiidiiif;  to  bring  the 
president  or  his  adminisiration  into  disri.jjule.  IJiil  tlie  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  who  thought  he  had  the  bank  in  his 
power;  who  thought  h<i  could  slop  it;  who  was  induced  to  l)«- 
lieve,  by  that  "inllueiice  betiiiul  the  throne,  greater  llian  itself," 
that  be  could  break  down  the  bank  at  a  word,  has  only  shown 
his  want  of  power  over  the  press  by  his  allenipt  to  exercise  it 
in  the  manner  he  has  done.  The  bank  has  avowed  and  openly 
declared  its  purpose  to  defend  itself  on  all  suitable  occasions. 
And,  what  is  still  more  provoking,  instead  of  being  a  bankrupt, 
as  was  expected,  with  its  doors  closed,  and  its  vaults  inaccessi- 
ble, it  has  now,  ii  seems,  got  more  money  than  it  knows  what 
to  do  with;  and  this  greatest  of  misers  and  hoarders  cruelly  re- 
fuses to  let  out  a  dollar  of  its  ten  millions  of  s|>ecie  lo  relieve 
the  suflerings  of  the  banks  to  which  the  government  deposites 
have  been  transferred. 

Sir,  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  had  nothinir  to  do 
with  the  morals  of  the  community.  No,  sir;  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  morals  we  are  responsible  to  God,  and  I  trust  that 
that  responsibility  will  ever  remain  lo  him  and  his  mercy  alone. 
Neither  had  the  president  any  thing  to  do  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press.  The  power  over  it  is  denied,  even  to  congress,  by 
the  people.  It  was  said,  by  one  of  those  lew  able  men  and 
bright  luminaries  whom  Providence  has  yet  spared  to  us,  in 
answer  to  complaints  by  a  foreign  minister,  against  the  freedom 
with  which  the  American  press  treated  certain  French  func- 
tionaries, that  the  press  was  one  of  those  concerns  which  ad- 
mitted of  no  regulation  by  the  government;  that  its  abuses  must 
be  tolerated,  lest  its  freedom  should  be  abridged.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  freedomrn  of  the  press,  as  recognized  by  our  constitution, 
and  so  it  has  been  respected  ever  since  the  repeal  of  the  ob- 
noxious act  which  1  have  already  quoted,  until  the  detestable 
principles  of  that  law  have  been  reasserted  by  tlie  president  in 
liis  assumption  of  a  power,  in  nowise  belonging  to  his  otfice,  of 
preserving  the  purity  of  the  press. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  powers  on  which  the  president  relies  to 
justify  his  seizure  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales.  I  have 
examined  them  one  by  one;  and  they  all  fail,  utterly  fail,  to  bear 
out  the  act.  We  are  irresistibly  brouglit  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  has  been  affected  by  the  displacement  fiom  the  head 
of  the  treasury  department  of  one  v\^ho  would  not  remove  them, 
and  putting  in  his  stead  another  person  who  would;  and,  se- 
condly, that  the  president  has  no  color  of  autiiority  in  the  con- 
stitution or  the  laws  for  the  act  which  he  has  undertaken  to 
perform. 

Let  us  now,  said  Mr.  C.  for  a  few  moments  examine  the 
consequences  which  may  ensue  from  the  exercise  of  this  enor- 
mous power.  If  the  president  has  authority,  in  a  case  in  which 
the  law  has  assigned  a  specific  duty  exclusively  to  a  designated 
officer,  to  control  the  exercise  of  liis  discretion  by  that  officer, 
he  has  a  right  lo  interfere  in  every  other  case,  and  remove  every 
one  from  office  who  hesitates  to  do  his  bidding,  against  his  judg- 
ment of  his  own  duty.  This,  surely,  is  a  logical  deduction  not 
to  be  resisted.  Well,  then,  how  stands  the  matter?  Recapitu- 
lating the  provisions  of  the  law  prescribing  how  money  should 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  the  deduction  above  stated, 
what,  asked,  Mr.  Clay,  is  to  prevent  the  president  from  going  to 
the  comptroller,  and  if  lie  will  not  countersign  a  warrant  which 
he  has  found  an  accommodaling  secretary  to  sign,  turning  him 
out  for  another;  then  going  to  the  register,  and  doing  the  same; 
and  then  to  the  treasurer,  and  commanding  him  to  pay  over 
the  money  expressed  in  the  warrant,  or  subject  himself  to  cx- 
puI:-ioii? 

Where  is  the  security  against  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  president?  Where  the  boundary  to  this  tremendous  autho- 
rity whicli  he  has  undertaken  to  exercise?  Sir,  every  barrier 
around  the  treasury  is  broken  down.  From  the  moment  that 
the  president  said,  "I  make  this  measure  my  own.  I  take 
upon  myself  the  responsibility," — from  that  moment  the  public 
treasury  miglil  as  y.'ell  have  been  at  the  Hermitage  as  at  this 
place.  Sir,  the  measure  adopted  by  the  president,  is  without 
precedent — in  our  day  at  least.  TIkmc  is,  indeed,  a  precedent 
on  record,  but  you  must  go  down  to  the  Christian  era  for  it.  It 
will  be  recollected,  by  those  who  arc  conversant  with  ancient 
history,  that  after  Poinpey  was  compelled  to  retire  to  Brundu- 
sium,  Cffifar,  who  had  been  anxious  lo  give  him  battle,  returned 
to  Rome,  "having  reduced  Italy  (says  the  historian)  in  sixty 
days — [the  exact  period,  sir,  between  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites and  the  ni(M:ting  of  congress,  without  Hk;  usual  allowance 
of  three  day's  grace]— in  sixty  days,  without  bloodshed."  The 
historian  goes  on:  Finding  the  city  in  a  mo  e  settled  conditiou 
than  lie  expecUwi,  and  many  sojialors  tiiere,  he  addressed  tlu-ni 
in  a  mild  and  gracioiis  tnamier.  [as  tlie  president  addressed  his 
late  secretary  of  the  Ireasnry,]  and  desired  them  to  send  depu- 
ties to  Pompey  with  an  oflVi  of  honorable  terms  of  peace,  &c. 
As  Melellus  the  tribune  opposed  his  taking  money  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  and  cited  some  laws  against  it— [such,  sir,  I 
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suppose,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  cite  on  tliis  occasion] — Cffisar 
eaid — "Arms  and  laws  do  not  flourisli  together.  If  you  are  not 
pleased  with  wliat  I  am  about,  you  have  only  to  withdraw. 
[Leave  the  office,  Mr»  Duane!]  War,  indeed,  will  not  tolerate 
much  liberty  of  speech.  When  I  say  this,  I  am  renouncing 
luy  own  right;  for  you  and  all  those,  whom  £  have  found  excit- 
ing a  spirit  of  faction  against  me,  are  at  my  disposal,"  having 
said  this,  he  approached  the  doors  of  the  treasury,  and  as  the 
keys  were  not  produced,  he  sent  for  workmen  to  break  tliein 
open.  Metellus  again  oppostd  him  and  gained  credit  with 
some  for  lus  firmness;  but  Caesar  with  an  elevated  voice  threat- 
ened to  put  him  to  death,  if  he  gave  him  any  farther  trouble. 
"And  you  know  very  well,  young  man,"  said  he,  "that  this  is 
harder  for  me  to  say,  than  to  do."  Metellus,  terrified  by  the 
mef!ace,  retired;  and  Ctesar  was,  afterward,  easily  and  readily 
supplied  with  every  thing  necessary  for  the  war. 

And  where  now,  sir,  is  the  public  treasury?  Who  can  tell.'' 
It  is  certainly  without  a  local  habitation,  if  it  be  not  without  a 
name.  And  where  is  the  money  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  Floating  about  in  treasury  draughts  or  checks  to  the 
amount  of  millions,  placed  in  the  hands  of  tottering  banks,  to 
enable  them  to  pay  their  own  debts,  instead  of  being  appropri- 
ated to  the  service  of  the  people.  These  checks  are  scattered 
to  the  winds  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  who  is  re- 
quired by  law  to  let  out  money  from  the  treasury,  on  warrants 
signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  countersigned,  register- 
ed, &c.  and  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  C.  here  referred  to  a  correspondence,  which  he  quoted, 
between  the  treasurer  and  the  officers  of  the  bank,  complaining 
of  these  checks  drawn  without  proper  notice,  &.c.  in  which  the 
treasurer  says  they  were  only  issued  to  be  used  in  certain  con- 
tingencies, &c.  Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  people's  money  is 
put  into  a  bank  here,  and  the  bank  there,  in  regard  to  the  sol- 
vency of  which  we  know  nothing,  and  it  is  placed  there  to  be 
used  in  the  event  of  certain  contingencies — contingencies  of 
which  neither  the  treasurer  nor  the  secretary  have  yet  deigned 
to  furnish  us  any  account. 

Where  was  the  oath  of  office  of  the  treasurer,  when  he  ven- 
tured thus  to  sport  with  the  people's  money?  Where  was  the 
constitution,  which  forbids  money  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasu- 
ry without  appropriation  by  law?  Where  was  the  treasurer's 
bond  when  he  thus  cast  about  the  people's  money?  Sir,  said 
Mr.  C.  his  bond  is  forfeited.  [  do  not  pretend  to  any  great 
knowledge  of  the  law,  but,  give  me  an  intelligent  and  unpacked 
jury,  and  I  undertake  to  prove  to  them  that  he  has  forfeited  the 
penalty  of  his  bond. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  C.)  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  indebted  to  the  president  for  the  boldness  of  this  movement; 
and  as  one,  among  the  humblest  of  them,  I  profess  my  obliga- 
tions to  him.  He  has  told  the  senate,  in  his  message  refusing 
an  official  copy  of  his  cabinet  paper,  that  it  has  been  published 
for  the  information  of  the  people.  As  a  part  of  the  people,  the 
senate,  if  not  in  their  official  character,  have  a  right  to  its  use. 
In  that  extraordinary  paper  he  has  proclaimed  that  the  measure 
is /lis  own;  and  that  Ac  has  fa/ccn  u|)on  himself  the  responsibility 
of  it.  In  plain  English,  he  has  proclaimed  an  open,  palpable 
and  daring  usurpation! 

For  more  than  fifteen  years,  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  strug- 
gling to  avoid  the  present  state  of  things.  I  thought  I  perceiv- 
ed, in  some  proceedings,  during  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole 
war,  a  spirit  of  defiance  to  the  constitution  and  to  all  law. 
With  what  sincerity  and  truth — with  what  earnestness  and  de- 
votion to  civil  liberty,  I  have  struggled,  the  Searcher  of  all  hu- 
man hearts  best  knows.  With  what  fortune,  the  bleeding  con- 
stitution of  my  country  now  fatally  attests. 

I  have,  nevertheless,  persevered;  and,  under  every  discou- 
ragement, during  the  short  lime  that  I  expect  to  remain  in  the 
public  councils,  I  will  persevere.  And  if  a  bountiful  Providence 
would  allow  an  unworthy  sinner  to  approach  the  throne  of 
grace,  I  would  beseech  him,  as  the  greatest  favor  he  could  grant 
to  me  here  below,  to  spare  me  until  I  live  to  behold  the  people, 
rising  in  their  majesty,  with  a  peaceful  and  constitutional  exer- 
cise of  their  power,  to  expel  the  Goths  from  Rome;  to  rescue 
the  public  treasury  from  pillage,  to  preserve  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States;  to  uphold  the  union  against  the  danger  of  the 
concentration  and  consolidation  of  aW  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive;  and  to  sustain  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try against  the  imminent  perils  to  which  they  now  stand  expos- 
ed. 

[Here  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  understood  to  have  gone  through 
the  first  part  of  his  speech  only,  gave  way,  and 

Mr.  Erjiing,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  until  Monday  next;  which  was  order- 
ed accordingly. 

And  then  the  senate  (having  determined,  when  they  adjourn- 
ed, to  adjourn  until  Monday),  adjourned  to  that  day.] 

December  ^Q-  Mr.  C/ai/ resumed  his  speech.  Before  I  pro- 
ceed to  a  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
the  treasury,  and  the  second  resolution,  I  wish  to  anticipate 
and  answer  an  objection,  which  may  be  made  to  the  adoption 
of  the  first.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  senate,  being,  in  a  cer- 
tain contingency,  a  court  of  impeachment,  ought  not  to  pre- 
judge a  question  which  it  may  be  called  upon  to  decide  judicial- 
ly. But,  by  the  constitution,  the  senate  has  three  characters, 
legislative,  executive  and  judicial.  Its  ordinary,  and  by  far  its 
most  important  character,  is  that  of  its  being  a  component  part 
of  the  legislative  department.  Only  three  or  four  cases,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  government,  (that  is,  during  a  period 


of  near  half  a  century),  have  occurred,  in  which  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  senate  should  act  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  the  least 
important  of  all  its  characters.  Now  it  would  be  most  strange, 
if,  when  its  constitutional  powers  were  assailed,  it  could  not 
assert  and  vindicate  them,  because,  by  possibility,  it  might  be 
required  to  act  as  a  court  of  justice.  The  first  resolution  as- 
serts, only,  that  the  president  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a 
power  over  the  public  treasury  not  granted  by  the  constitution 
and  laws.  It  is  silent  as  to  motive;  and,  without  the  quo  animo — 
the  deliberate  purpose  of  usurpation — the  president  would  not 
be  liable  to  impeachment.  But  if  a  concurrence  of  all  the  ele- 
ments be  liecessary  to  make  out  a  charge  of  wilful  violation  of 
the  constitution,  does  any  one  believe  that  the  president  will 
now  he  impeached?  And  shall  Vv'e  silently  sit  by,  and  see  our- 
selves stript  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  our  legislative 
powers,  and  the  exercise  of  it  assumed  by  the  president,  to 
which  it  is  not  delegated,  without  eftort  to  maintain  it,  because, 
against  all  human  probability,  he  may  be  hereafter  impeached.^ 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  first  para- 
graph, commences  with  a  misstatement  of  the  fact.  He  says — 
'^I  have  directed''''  that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
If  this^  assertion  is  regarded  in  any  other  than  a  mere  formal 
sense,  it  is  not  true.  The  secretary  may  have  been  the  instru- 
ment, the  clerk,  the  automaton,  in  whose  name  the  order  was 
issued;  but  the  measure  was  that  of  the  president,  by  whose 
authority  or  command  the  order  was  given;  and  of  this  we  have 
the  highest  and  most  authentic  evidence.  The  president  has 
told  the  world  that  the  measure  was  his  own;  and  that  he  took 
it  upon  his  own  responsibility.  And  he  has  exonerated  his 
cabinet  from  all  responsibility  about  it.  The  secretary  ought  to 
have  frankly  disclosed  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
told  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  If 
he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  informed  congress  that  the  re- 
moval had  been  decided  by  the  president  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember last;  that  it  had  been  announced  to  the  public  on  the 
20ih;  and  that  Mr.  Duane  remained  in  office  until  the  23d.  He 
would  have  informed  congress  that  this  important  measure  was 
decided  before  he  entered  into  his  new  office,  and  was  the  cause 
of  his  appointment.  Yes,  sir;  the  present  secretary  stood  by,  a 
witness  to  the  struggle  in  the  mind  of  his  predecessor,  between 
his  attachment  to  the  president,  and  his  duty  to  the  country; 
saw  him  dismissed  from  office  because  he  would  not  violate  his 
conscientious  obligations,  and  came  into  Mr.  Duane's  place,  to 
do  what  he  could  not  honorably,  and  would  not  perform.  A  son 
of  one  of  the  fathers  of  democracy,  by  an  administration  pro- 
fessing to  be  democratic,  was  expelled  from  office,  and  his 
place  supplied  by  a  gentleman  who,  throughout  his  whole 
career,  has  been  uniformly  opposed  to  democracy!  A  gentleman 
who,  at  another  epoch  of  the  republic,  when  it  was  threatened 
with  civil  war,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  union  voted,  (although 
a  resident  of  a  slave  state),  in  the  legislature  of  Maryland, 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  union,  without  a  re- 
striction incompatible  with  her  rights  as  a  member  of  the  confe- 
federacy.*  Mr.  Duane  was  dismissed  because  the  solemn  con- 
victions of  his  duty  would  not  allow  him  to  conform  to  the  pre- 
sident's will;  because  his  logic  did  not  bring  his  mind  to  the 
same  conclusions  with  those  of  the  logic  of  a  venerable  old 
gentleman,  inhabiting  a  white  house  not  distant  from  the  capi- 
tol;  because  his  watch  [here  Mr.  C.  held  up  his  own],  did  not 
keep  time  with  that  of  the  president.  He  was  dismissed  under 
that  detestable  system  of  proscription,  for  opinion's  sake,  which 
has  finally  dared  to  intrude  itself  into  the  halls  of  congress — a 
system  under  which  three  unoffending  clerks,  the  fathers  of 
families,  the  husbands  of  wives,  dependent  on  them  for  sup- 
port, without  the  slightest  imputation  of  delinquency,  have  been 
recently  unceremoniously  discharged,  and  driven  out  to  beg- 
gary, by  a  man,  himself  the  substitute  of  a  meritorious  officer, 
who  has  not  been  in  this  city  a  period  equal  to  one  monthly  re- 
volution of  the  moon!  I  tell  our  secretary,  (said  Mr.  C.  raising 
his  voice),  that,  if  he  touch  a  single  hair  of  the  head  of  any  one 
of  the  clerks  of  the  senate,  (I  am  sure  he  is  not  disposed  to  do 
it),  on  account  of  his  opinions,  political  or  religious,  if  no  other 
member  of  the  senate  does  it,  I  will  instantly  submit  a  resolu- 
tion for  his  own  dismission.     \^Loud  applauscin  the  gallery.] 

The  secretary  ought  to  have  communicated  all  these  things; 
he  ought  to  have  stated  that  the  cabinet  was  divided  two  and 
two,  and  one  of  the  members,  equally  divided  with  himself  on 
the  question,  willing  to  be  put  into  either  scale.  He  ought  to 
have  given  a  full  account  of  this,  the  most  important  act  of  exe- 
cutive authority  since  the  origin  of  the  government;  he  should 
have  stated  with  what  unsullied  honor  his  predecessor  retired 
from  office,  and  on  what  degrading  conditions  he  accepted  his 
vacant  place.  When  a  momentous  proceeding  like  this,  vary- 
ing the  constitutional  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  legislative 
and  executive  departments,  was  resolved  on,  the  ministers, 
against  whose  advice  it  was  determined,  should  have  resigned 

*The  following  is  the  proceeding  to  which  Mr.  Clay  referred: 
'^Resolved,  by  the  s,cneral  assembly  of  Maryland,  That  the  se- 
nators and  representatives  from  this  state  in  congress,  be  re- 
quested to  use  their  utmost  endeavors,  in  the  admission  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  into  the  union,  to  prevent  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  from  being  required  of  that  state  as  a  condition  of  its 
admission." 

It  passed,  January,  1820,  in  the  affirmative.  Among  the  names 
of  those  in  the  negative  is  that  of  Mr.  Taney.  See  Niles^  Re- 
gisler,  vol.  XVII.  p.  394,  395. 
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jtheir  eUtions.  No  ministers  of  any  monarcli  in  Eiirorpe,  under 
•imilar  circumstances,  would  have  retnined  tlie  seals  of  oflice. 
And  if,  as  nobody  doubts,  lliere  is  a  cabal  behind  the  curtain, 
without  character  and  without  responsibility,  feeding  the  pa.^- 
«ions,  stiujutaiing  the  prejudices,  and  moulding  the  actions  of 
the  incumbent  of  the  presidential  office,  it  was  an  additional 
reason  for  their  resignations.  Tlicre  is  not  a  Maitre  d'hotel  in 
iChristendoni  who,  if  the  scullions  were  put  into  command  in 
the  parlor  and  dining  room,  would  not  scorn  to  hold  liis  place, 
and  fling  it  up,  iti  disgust,  with  indignant  pride! 

I  thall  examine  the  report  before  us,  Isi.  As  to  the  power  of 
Ihe  secretary  over  the  deposites,  2dly.  His  reasons  for  the  ex- 
jcrcise  of  it,  and,  3dJy.  The  manner  of  its  exercise. 

].  The  secretary  asserts  that  the  power  of  removal  is  ex- 
clusively reserved  to  him;  that  it  is  absolute  and  unconditional, 
so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  bank  are  concerned;  that  it  is  not 
restricted  to  any  particular  contingencies;  that  the  reservation 
of  the  power  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  exclusively  is  a 
jiart  of  the  compact;  that  he  may  exercise  it,  if  the  public  con- 
venience or  interest  would,  in  any  degree,  be  promoted;  that 
this  exclusive  power,  thus  reserved,  is  so  absolute,  that  the  se- 
cretary is"  not  restrained  by  the  considerations  that  the  public 
deposites  in  the  bank  are  perfectly  safe;  that  the  bank  promptly 
meets  all  demands  upon  it;  and  that  it  faithfully  performs  all 
its  duties;  and  that  the  power  of  congress,  on  the  contrary,  is  so 
totally  excluded  that  it  could  not,  without  a  breach  of  the  com- 
pact, order  the  deposites  to  be  changed,  even  if  congress  were 
satisfied  that  they  were  not  safe,  or  should  be  convinced  that 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  imperiously  de- 
manded tiie  removal. 

Such  is  the  statement  which  this  unassuming  secretary  makes 
of  his  own  authority!  He  expands  his  own  power  to  the  most 
extravagant  dimensions;  and  he  undertakes  to  circumscribe  that 
«f  congress  in  the  narrowest  and  most  restricted  limits!  Who 
would  have  expected  that,  after  having  so  confidently  main- 
tained for  himself  such  absolute,  exclusive,  unqualified  and  un- 
controllable power,  he  would  have  let  in  any  body  else  to  share 
with  him  its  exercise.'  Yet  he  says,  "as  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  presides  over  one  of  the  executive  departments  of  the 
government,  and  his  power  over  this  subject  forms  a  part  of  the 
executive  duties  of  his  office,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exercised 
must  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  officer"  [meaning  the 
president,  whose  official  name  his  modesty  would  not  allow 
him  to  pronounce]  "to  whom  the  constitution  has  confided  the 
whole  executive  power,  and  has  required  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed."  If  the  clause  in  the  compact  ex- 
clusively vests  the  power  of  removal  in  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  what  has  the  president  to  do  with  it?  What  part  of 
the  charter  conveys  to  him  any  power.''  If,  as  the  secretary 
contends,  the  clause  of  removal,  being  part  of  the  compact,  re- 
stricts its  exercise  to  the  secretary,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of 
congress,  how  does  it  embrace  the  president? — especially  since 
both  the  president  an  1  secretary  conceive  that  "the  power  over 
the  place  of  deposits  for  the  public  money  would  seem  properly 
to  belong  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  government?"  If 
the  secretary  be  correct  in  asserting  that  the  power  of  removal 
is  confined  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  then,  Mr.  Duane, 
while  in  office  possessed  it;  and  his  dismission,  because  he 
would  not  exercise  a  power  which  belonged  to  him  exclusively, 
was  itself  a  violation  of  the  charter. 

But  by  what  authority  does  the  secretary  assert  that  the  trea- 
sury department  is  one  of  the  executive  departments  of  the  go- 
vernment? He  has  none  in  the  act  which  creates  the  depart- 
ment; he  has  none  in  the  constitution.  The  treasury  depart- 
ment is  placed  by  law  on  a  different  footing  from  all  the  other 
departments,  which  are,  in  the  acts  creating  them,  denominated 
executive,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  president.  The 
treasury  department,  on  the  contrary,  is  organized  on  totally 
different  principles.  Except  the  appointment  of  the  officers, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  senate,  and  the  power  which  is  ex- 
ercised of  removing  them,  the  president  has  neither,  by  the  con- 
stitution nor  the  law  creating  the  department,  any  thing  to  do 
with  it.  The  secretary's  reports  and  responsibility  are  directly 
to  congress.  The  whole  scheme  of  the  department  is  one  of 
checks,  each  officer  acting  as  a  control  upon  his  associates.  The 
secretary  is  required  by  the  law  to  report,  not  to  the  president, 
but  directly  to  congress.  Either  house  may  require  any  report 
from  him,  or  command  his  personal  attendance  before  it.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  true  that  the  treasury  is  one  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  president.  And 
the  inference  drawn  from  that  erroneous  assumption  entirely 
fails.  The  secretary  appears  to  have  no  precise  ideas  either  of 
the  constitution  or  duties  of  the  department  over  which  he  pre- 
sides. He  says,  "the  treasury  department  being  intrusted  with 
the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  it  was  always 
the  duty  of  the  secretary,  in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  pro- 
vision on  the  subject,  to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was 
deposited  in  safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agents,"  &c. 
The  premises  of  the  secretary  are  only  partially  correct,  and 
his  conclusion  is  directly  repugnant  to  law.  It  never  was  the 
duty  of  the  secretary  to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was  de- 

?osited  in  safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agents,  &c. 
'hat  duty  is  expressly,  by  the  act  organizing  the  department, 
assigned  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  who  is  placed 
under  oath,  and  under  bond,  with  a  large  penalty,  not  to  is- 
sue a  dollar  out  of  the  public  treasury,  hut  in  virtue  of  war- 
rants granted  in  pursuance  of  acts  of  appropriation,  "and  not 
otherwise."    When  the  secretary  treats  of  the  power  of  the 


president,  he  puts  on  corsettee,  and  contracts  and  prostrates 
himself  before  the  ex(;cutive,  in  tiie  most  graceful,  courteous 
and  ladylike  form;  but  when  ho  treats  of  that  of  congress,  and 
of  the  treasurer,  he  swells  and  expands  hiuiBclf,  and  flirts  about, 
with  all  the  airs  of  high  authority. 

But  I  cannot  assent  to  the  secretary's  interpretation  of  his 
power  of  removal,  contained  in  the  charter.  Congress  has  not 
given  up  its  control  over  the  treasury,  or  the  public  dtposiieB, 
to  either  the  secretary  or  the  executive.  Congress  could  not 
have  done  so  without  a  treacherous  renunciation  of  its  con- 
stitutional powers,  and  a  faithless  abandonment  of  its  duties. 
And  now  let  us  see  what  is  the  true  state  of  the  matter.  Con- 
gress has  reserved  to  itself,  exclusively,  the  right  to  judge  of  the 
reasons  for  removal  of  the  deposites,  by  requiring  the  report 
of  them  to  be  made  to  it;  and,  consequently,  the  power  to  ra- 
tify or  invalidate  the  act.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  the 
fiscal  sentinel  of  congress,  to  whom  the  bank  makes  weekly 
reports,  and  who  is  presumed  constantly  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  its  actual  condition.  He  may,  consequently,  discover  the 
urgent  necessity  of  prompt  aclign,  to  save  the  public  treasure, 
before  it  is  known  to  congress,  and  when  it  is  not  in  session. 
But  he  is  immediately  to  report — to  whom?  To  the  executive? 
No,  to  congress.  For  what  purpose?  That  congress  may  sanc- 
tion or  disapprove  the  act. 

The  power  of  removal  is  a  reservation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  not  of  the  bank.  It  may  be  waived.  Congress,  being 
a  legislative  party  to  the  compact,  did  not  thereby  deprive  itself 
of  ordinary  powers  of  legislation.  It  cannot,  without  a  breach 
of  the  national  faith,  repeal  privileges  or  stipulations  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  bank.  But  it  may  repeal,  modify  or  waive 
the  exercise  altogether,  of  those  parts  of  the  charter  which  were 
intended  exclusively  for  the  public.  Could  not  congress  repeal 
altogether  the  clause  of  removal?  Such  a  repeal  would  not  in- 
jure, but  add  to  the  security  of  the  bank.  Could  not  congress 
modify  the  clause,  by  revoking  the  agency  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  substituting  that  of  the  treasurer,  or  any  other 
officer  of  government?  Could  not  congress,  at  any  time  during 
the  twenty  years  duration  of  the  charier,  abolish  the  office  al- 
together of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  assign  all  his  present 
duties  to  some  newly  constituted  department?  The  right  and 
the  security  of  the  bank  do  not  consist  in  the  form  of  the  agency, 
nor  in  the  name  of  the  agent,  but  in  this;  that,  whatever  may  be 
its  form  or  his  denomination,  the  removal  shall  only  be  made 
upon  urgent  and  satisfactory  reasons.  The  power  of  supple- 
mental legislation  was  exercised  by  congress  both  under  the 
new  and  old  bank.  Three  years  after  the  establishment  of  the 
existing  bank,  an  act  passed,  belter  to  regulate  the  election  of 
directors,  and  to  punish  any  one  who  should  attempt,  by  bribes, 
or  presents  in  any  form,  to  influence  the  operation  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  denial  of  the  secretary,  to  congress,  of  the  power  to  re- 
move the  deposites,  under  any  circumstances,  is  most  extraor- 
dinary. Why,  sir,  suppose  a  corrupt  collusion  between  the  se- 
cretary and  the  bank  to  divide  the  spoils  of  the  treasury?  Sup- 
pose a  total  nonfulfilnient  of  all  the  stipulations  on  the  part  of 
the  bank?  Is  congress  to  remain  bound  and  tied,  whilst  the 
bank  should  be  free,  from  all  the  obligations  of  the  cliarter?  The 
obligation  of  one  party,  to  observe  faithfully  his  stipulations,  in 
a  contract,  rests  upon  the  corresponding  obligation  of  the  other 
party  to  observe  his  stipulations.  If  one  party  is  released,  both 
are  free.  If  one  party  fail  to  comply  with  his  contract,  that 
releases  the  other.  This  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  all  con- 
tracts, applicable  to  treaties,  charters  and  private  agreements. 
If  it  were  a  mere  private  agreement,  and  one  party  who  had 
bound  himself  to  deposite,  from  time  to  time,  his  money  with 
the  other,  to  be  redrawn  at  his  pleasure,  saw  that  it  was  wast- 
ing and  squandered  away,  he  would  have  a  clear  right  to  dis- 
continue the  deposites.  It  is  true  that  a  party  has  no  right  to 
excuse  himself  from  the  fulfilment  of  his  contract,  by  imputing 
a  breach  to  the  other  which  has  never  been  made.  And  it  is 
fortunate  for  the  peace  and  justice  of  society,  that  neither  party 
to  any  contract,  whether  public  or  private,  can  decide  conclu- 
sively the  question  of  fulfilment  by  the  other,  but  must  always 
act  under  subjection  to  the  ultimate  decision,  in  case  of  con- 
troversy, of  an  impartial  arbiter,  provided  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  eivilized  communities. 

As  to  the  absolute  unconditional  and  exclusive  power  which 
the  secretary  ckiims  to  be  vested  in  himself,  it  is  in  direct  hos- 
tility with  the  principles  of  our  government,  and  adverse  to  the 
genius  of  all  free  institutions.  The  secretary  was  made,  by  the 
charter,  the  mere  representative  or  agent  of  congress.  Its  tem- 
porary substitute,  acting  in  subordination  to  it,  and  bound, 
whenever  he  did  act,  to  report  to  his  principal  his  reasons,  that 
they  might  be  judged  of  and  sanctioned,  or  overruled.  Is  it  not 
absurd  to  say  that  the  agent  can  possess  more  power  than  the 
principal?  The  power  of  revocation  is  incident  to  all  agency, 
unless,  in  express  terms,  by  the  instrumemt  creating  it,  a  dif- 
ferent provision  is  made.  The  powers,  whether  of  the  principal 
or  the  agent,  in  relation  to  any  contract,  must  be  expounded  by 
the  principles  which  govern  all  contracts.  It  is  true  that  the 
language  of  the  clause  of  removal,  in  the  charter,  is  general, 
but  it  is  not  therefore  to  be  torn  from  the  context.  It  is  a  part 
only  of  an  entire  compact,  and  is  to  be  interpreted  in  connexion 
with  every  part  and  with  the  whole.  Upon  surveying  the  entire 
compact,  we  perceive  that  the  bank  has  come  under  various 
dutieato  the  public;  has  undertaken  to  perform  important  finan- 
cial operations  for  the  government;  and  has  paid  a  bonus  into 
the  public  treasury  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,    We  per- 
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ceive  that,  in  consideration  of  the  assumption  of  these  heavy 
engagements,  and  the  payment  of  that  large  sum  of  money,  on 
the  pari  of  the  bank,  the  public  has  stipulated  that  the  public 
deposiles  shall  remain  with  the  bank,  during  the  continuation 
of  the  charter,  and  that  its  notes  shall  be  received  by  the  go- 
vernment, in  payment  of  all  debts,  due?  and  taxes.  Except  the 
corporate  character  conferred,  there  is  none  but  those  two  sti- 
pulations of  any  great  importance  to  the  bank.  Each  of  the  two 
parlies  to  the  compact  must  stand  bound  to  the  performance  of 
his  engagements,  whilst  the  other  is  honestly  and  faithfully  ful- 
filling his.  It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  in  the  formation  of  the 
compact,  that  either  party  could  have  anticipated  that,  whilst 
lie  was  fairly  and  honestly  executing  every  obligation  which  he 
had  contracted,  the  other  party  might  arbitrarily  or  capriciously 
exonerate  himself  from  the  discharge  of  his  obligations.  Sup- 
pose, when  citizens  of  the  United  States  weie  invited  by  the 
government  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  this  bank,  that  they  had 
been  told  that,  although  the  bank  performs  all  its  covenants 
with  perfect  fidelity,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may,  arbitra- 
rily or  capriciously,  upon  his  speculative  notions  of  any  degree 
of  public  interest  or  convenience  to  be  advanced,  withdraw  the 
public  deposites,  would  they  have  ever  subscribed?  Would  they 
have  been  guilty  of  the  folly  of  binding  themselves  to  the  per- 
formance of  burthensome  duties,  whilst  the  government  was 
left  at  liberty  to  violate  at  pleasure  that  stipulation  of  the  com- 
pact which  by  far  was  the  most  essential  to  them? 

On  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  conclude,  that  congress  has  not 
parted  from,  but  retains,  its  legitimate  power  over  the  deposites; 
that  it  might  modify  or  repeal  altogether  the  clause  of  removal 
in  the  charter;  that  a  breach  of  material  stipulations  on  the  part 
of  the  bank  would  authorize  congress  to  change  the  place  of  the 
deposites;  that  a  corrupt  collusion,  to  defraud  the  public,  be- 
tween the  bank  and  a  secretary  of  the  treasury,  would  be  a 
clear  justification  to  congress  to  direct  a  transfer  of  the  public 
deposites;  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  the  mere  agent 
of  congress,  in  respect  to  the  deposites,  acting  in  subordination 
to  his  principal;  that  it  results  from  the  nature  of  all  agency 
that  it  may  be  revoked,  unless  otherwise  expressly  provided; 
and,  finally,  that  the  principal,  and  much  less  the  agent,  of 
one  party  cannot  justly  or  lawfully  violate  the  compact,  or  any 
of  its  essential  provisions,  whilst  the  other  party  is  in  the  pro- 
gressive and  faithful  performance  of  all  his  engagements. 

If  I  am  right,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
argument.  There  was  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity  between 
the  two  parties  to  the  compact.  Neither  could  exonerate  him- 
self from  the  performance  of  his  obligations,  whilst  the  other 
was  honestly  proceeding  fairly  to  fulfil  all  his  engagements. 
But  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  concedes  that  the  public  depo- 
sites were  perfectly  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  bank;  that  the  bank 
promptly  met  every  demand  upon  it;  and  that  it  faithfully  per- 
formed all  its  duties.  By  these  concessions,  he  surrenders  the 
whole  argument,  admits  the  complete  obligation  of  the  public 
to  perform  its  part  of  the  compact,  and  demonstrates  that  no 
reasons,  however  plausible  or  strong,  can  justify  an  open  breach 
of  a  solemn  national  compact. 

2.  But  he  has  brought  forward  various  reasons  to  palliate  or 
Justify  his  violation  of  the  national  faith;  and  it  is  now  my  pur- 
pose to  proceed,  in  the  second  place,  to  examine  and  consider 
them.  Before  I  proceed  to  do  this,  I  hope  to  be  allowed  again 
£0  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  nature  of  the  office  of 
eecTotary  of  the  treasury.  It  is  altogether  financial  and  admi- 
nistra'tive.  His  duties  relate  to  the  finances,  their  condition 
and  improveraicRt,  and  to  them  exclusively.  The  act  creating 
the  treasury  department,  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  secreta- 
ry, demonstrates  this.  He  has  no  legislative  powers;  and  con- 
gress neitVier  has  nor  couU!  delegate  any  to  him.  His  powers; 
wherever  given,  and  in  whatever  language  expressed,  must  be 
interpreted  by  Iks  defined  duties.  Neither  is  the  treasury  de- 
{iartment  an  exccnlive  department.  It  was  expressly  created  not 
to  be  an  executive  department.  It  is  administrative  but  not 
executive.  His  relations  are  positive  and  direct  to  congress,  by 
the  act  of  his  creation,  and  not  to  the  president.  Whenever  he 
is  put  under  the  direction  of  the  president  (as  he  is  by  various 
«al)sequenl  acts,  especially  those  relating  to  public  loans)  it  is 
done  by  express  provision  of  law,  and  for  specified  purposes. 

With  this  key  to  the  nature  of  the  oflice  and  the  duties  of  the 
officer,  I  will  now  briefly  examine  the  various  reasons  which 
lie  assigns  for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites.  The  first  is 
the  near  approach  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter.  But  the 
charter  had  yet  to  run  about  two  and  a  half  of  the  twenty  years 
to  which  it  was  limited.  During  the  whole  term,  the  public  de- 
posites were  to  continue  to  be  made  with  the  bank.  It  was 
clearly  foreseen,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  as  now, 
that  it  would  expire,  and  yet  congress  did  not  then,  and  lias 
never  since,  thought  proper  to  provide  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
deposittts  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter.  Whence  dons 
the  secretary  derive  an  authority  to  do  what  congress  had  never 
done?  Whence  his  power  to  abridge  in  effect  the  period  of  the 
charter,  and  to  limit  it  to  17i  years,  instead  of  twenty?  Was  the 
urgency  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  so  great  that  he  could 
not  wait  sixty  days,  until  the  assembling  of  congress?  He  ad- 
iniiif  tliat  they  were  perfectly  safe  in  the  hank;  that  it  promptlv 
met  every  demand  u|»on  it;  and  that  it  faithfully  performed  all 
its  duties.  Why  not,  then  await  the  arrival  of  congress?  The 
last  lime  the  house  of  representatives  had  spoken,  among  the 
very  last  acts  of  the  last  session,  that  house  had  declared  its  full 
confiencti  in  llit;  safely  of  the  deposites.  Why  not  wait  unlil  it 
could  review  the  subject,  witli  all  the  new  light  which  the  se- 


cretary could  throw  upon  it,  and  again  proclaim  its  opinion? 
He  comes  into  office  on  the  23d  September,  1833,  and,  in  three 
days,  with  intuitive  celerity,  he  comprehends  the  whole  of  the 
operations  of  the  complex  department  of  the  treasury,  perceives 
that  the  government,  from  its  origin,  had  been  in  uniform  error, 
and  denounces  the  opinions  of  all  his  predecessors!  And,  has- 
tening to  rectify  universal  wrong,  in  defiance  and  in  contempt 
of  the  resolution  of  the  house,  he  signs  an  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites!  It  was  of  no  consequence  to  him,  whether 
places  of  safety,  in  substitution  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
could  be  obtained  or  not;  without  making  essential  precaution- 
ary arrangements,  he  commands  the  removal  almost  instantly 
to  be  made. 

Why,  sir,  if  the  secretary  were  right  in  contending  that  he 
alone  could  order  the  removal,  even  he  admits  that  congress  has 
power  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  public  money,  in  the 
new  places  to  which  it  might  be  transferred.  If  he  did  not 
deign  to  consult  the  representatives  of  the  people  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  first  step,  did  not  a  decent  respect  to  their  authority 
and  judgment  exact  from  him  a  delay,  for  the  brief  term  of  six- 
ty days,  that  they  might  consider  what  was  fitting  to  be  done? 
The  truth  is,  that  the  secretary,  by  law,  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  care  and  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money.  As  has  been 
already  shewn,  that  duty  is  specifically  assigned  by  law  lo  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States.  And,  in  assuming  upon  himself 
the  authority  to  provide  other  depositories  than  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  he  alike  trampled  upon  the  duties  of  the  trea- 
surer, and  what  was  due  to  congress.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
motive  of  this  precipitancy?  Does  any  body  doubt  that  it  was 
to  preclude  the  action  of  congress,  or  to  bring  it  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  executive  veto?  Let  the  two  houses,  or  either  of 
them,  perform  their  duty  to  the  country,  and  we  shall  hereafter 
see  whether,  in  that  respect,  at  least  Mr.  Secretary  will  not  fail 
to  consummate  his  purpose. 

3.  The  next  reason  assigned  for  this  offensive  proceeding,  is 
the  re-election  of  the  present  chief  magistrate.  "I  have  al- 
ways (says  the  secretary),  regarded  the  result  of  the  last  elec- 
tion of  president  of  the  United  States  as  the  declaration  of  a 
majority  of  the  people,  that  the  charter  ought  not  to  be  renew- 
ed." "Its  voluntary  application  to  congress  for  the  renewal  of 
its  charter  four  years  before  it  expired,  and  upon  the  eve  of  the 
election  of  president,  was  understood  on  all  sides  as  bringing 
forward  that  question  for  incidental  decision  at  the  then  ap- 
proaching election.  It  was  accordingly  argued  on  both  sides 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  people,  and  their  verdict  pronounced 
against  the  bank,"  &c.  What  has  the  secretary  to  do  with 
elections?  Do  they  belong  to  the  financial  concerns  of  his  de- 
partment? Why  this  constant  reference  to  the  result  of  the  last 
presidential  election?  Ought  not  the  president  to  be  content 
with  the  triumphant  issue  of  it?  Did  he  want  still  more  votes? 
The  winners  ought  to  forbear  making  any  complaints,  and  be 
satisfied,  whatever  the  losers  may  be.  After  an  election  is 
fairly  terminated,  I  have  always  thought  that  the  best  way  was 
to  forget  all  the  incidents  of  the  preceding  canvass,  and  espe- 
cially the  manner  in  which  votes  had  been  cast.  If  one  has 
been  successful,  that  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  him;  if  defeated, 
regrets  are  unavailing.  Our  fellow  citizens  have  a  right  freely 
to  exercise  their  elective  franchise  as  they  please,  and  no  one, 
certainly  no  candidate,  has  any  right  to  complain  about  it. 

But  the  argument  of  the  secretary  is,  that  the  question  of  the 
bank  was  fairly  submitted  to  the  people,  by  the  consent  of  all 
parties,  fully  discussed  before  them,  and  their  verdict  pronounc- 
ed against  the  institution,  in  the  re-election  of  the  president. 
His  statement  of  the  case  requires  that  we  should  examine  care- 
fully the  various  messages  of  the  president  to  ascertain  whether 
the  bank  question  was  fairly  and  frankly  (to  use  a  favorite  ex- 
pression of  the  president)  submitted  by  him  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

In  his  message  of  1829,  the  president  says:  "The  charter  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  expires  in  1836,  and  its  stock- 
holders will  most  probably  apply  for  a  renewal  of  their  privile- 
ges. In  order  lo  avoid  the  evils  resulting  from  precipitancy  in  a 
measure  involving  such  important  principles,  and  such  deep  pe- 
cuniary interests,  I  feel  that  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  parties 
interested,  too  soon  present  it,  to  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  the  legislature  and  the  people."  The  charter  had  then  up- 
wards of  six  years  to  run.  Upon  this  solemn  invitation  of  the 
chief  magistrate,  two  years  afterwards,  the  bank  came  forward 
with  an  application  for  renewal.  Then  it  was  discovered  that 
the  application  was  premature.  And  the  bank  was  denounced 
for  acce|)ting  the  very  invitation  which  had  been  formally  giv- 
en: The  president  proceeds:  "Both  the  constitutionality  and 
the  expediency  of  the  bank  are  well  questioned,  hy  a  Inrs^c  por- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens.''  This  message  was  a  non-com- 
mittal. The  president  does  not  announce  clearly  his  own  opi- 
nion, but  states  that  of  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens. 
Now  we  all  know  that  a  lar^e  and  highly  respectable  number  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  always  entertained  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  bank  on  both  grounds.  The  president 
continues:  "J/"  such  an  instilulion  i.«  deemed  essential  to  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  I  suhniit  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  whether  a  national  one,  fciui\(^i'(l  upon  the  credit 
of  the  government,  and  its  resources,  might  not  be  devised." 
Here  again  the  president,  so  far  from  oxprcs-^ing  an  explicit 
opinion  against  all  national  banks,  makes  a  hypothetical  ad- 
mission of  the  utility  of  a  bank,  and  di?linctly  inlimales  the- 
practicability  of  devising  one  on  the  ba;^is  of  the  credit  and  re-"' 
sources  of  the  government. 
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In  his  message  of  1830,  speaking  of  the  bank,  the  president 
says,  "nothing  has  occurred  to  lessen,  in  any  degree,  the  dan- 
gers which  many  of  our  citizens  apprehend  from  that  institu- 
tion, as  at  present  organized.  In  the  spirit  of  improvement  and 
compromise,  which  distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions, 
it  becomes  us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  possible  to  secure  the 
advantages  afforded  by  the  present  bank  through  the  agency  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  States,  so  modified  in  its  principles  and 
structure,  as  to  obviate  constitutional  and  otiier  objections." 
Here,  again,  the  president  recites  the  apprehensions  of  "many 
of  our  citizens,^'  rather  than  avows  his  own  opinion.  Again  his 
message  is  non-committal.  He  admits  indeed  "the  advatages 
afforded  by  the  present  bank,"  but  suggests  an  inquiry  wiiether 
it  be  possible,  (of  course  doubting),  to  secure  them  by  a  bank 
differently  constructed.  And  towards  the  conclusion  of  that 
part  of  the  message,  his  language  fully  justifies  the  implication, 
that  it  was  not  to  the  bank  itself,  but  to  "its  present  form,"  that 
he  objected. 

The  message  of  1831,  when  treating  of  the  bank,  was  very 
brief:  "entertaining  the  opinions  (says  the  president)  heretofore 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  at  pre- 
sent organized'' — [non-committal  once  more:  and  what  tkat 
means,  Mr.  President,  nobody  better  know  than  you  and  I — 
cheering  in  the  galleries]—"!  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  former  mes- 
sages, frank  to  disclose  tliem."  [Fran/c  disclosures!]  Now,  sir, 
I  rccoilect  perfectly  well  the  impressions  made  on  my  mind,  and 
on  those  of  other  senators  with  whom  I  conversed,  immediate- 
ly after  that  message  was  read.  We  thought  and  said  to  each 
other,  the  president  has  left  a  door  open  to  pass  out.  It  is  not 
the  bank;  it  is  not  any  bank  of  the  United  States  to  which  he  is 
opposed,  but  it  is  to  the  particular  organization  of  the  existing 
bank.  And  we  all  concluded  that,  if  amendments  could  be 
made  to  the  charter  satisfactory  to  the  president,  he  would  ap- 
prove a  bill  for  its  renewal. 

We  come  now  to  the  famous  message  of  July,  1832,  negativ- 
ing the  bill  to  recharter  the  bank.  Here,  it  might  be  expected, 
we  shall  certainly  find  clear  opinions,  unequivocally  expressed. 
The  president  cannot  elude  the  question.  He  must  now  be 
perfectly/ranfc.  We  shall  presently  see.  He  says:  "a  bank  of 
the  United  States  is,  in  many  respects,  convenient  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  useful  to  the  people.  Entertaining  thi«  opinion, 
and  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  some  of  the  powers 
and  privileges  possessed  by  the  existing  bank,  are  unauthorised 
by  the  constitution,"  &.c.  "I  felt  it  my  duty,  at  an  early  period 
of  my  administration,  to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the 
practicability  of  organizing  an  institution,  combining  all  its  ad- 
vantages, and  obviating  these  objections.  I  sincerely  regret, 
that  in  the  act  before  me  I  can  perceive  none  of  those  modifica- 
tions,'' &c.  "That  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  competent  to 
all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  by  the  government,  might 
be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe  on  our  own  delegated  powers, 
or  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt. 
Had  the  executive  been  called  on  to  furnish  the  project  of  such 
an  institution,  the  duty  would  have  been  cheerfully  performed." 
The  message  is  principally  employed  in  discussing  the  objec- 
tions which  the  president  entertained  to  the  particular  provi- 
sions of  the  charter,  and  not  to  the  bank  itself;  such  as  the  right 
of  foreigners  to  hold  stock  in  it;  its  exemption  from  state  taxa- 
tion; its  capacity  to  hold  real  estate,  &c.  &c.  Does  the  presi- 
dent, even  in  this  message,  array  himself  in  opposition  to  any 
bank  of  the  United  States?  Does  he  even  oppose  himself  to  the 
existing  bank  under  every  organization  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble? On  the  contrary,  does  he  not  declare  that  he  does  not  en- 
tertain a  doubt  that  a  bank  may  be  constitutionally  organized? 
Does  he  not  even  rebuke  congress  for  not  calling  on  him  to  fur- 
nish a  project  of  a  b.ink,  which  he  would  have  cheerfully  sup- 
plied? Is  it  not  fairly  deducible,  from  the  message,  that  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  miglit  have  been  so  amended  as  to 
have  secured  the  president's  approbation  to  the  institution?  So 
far  was  the  message  from  being  decisive  against  all  banks  of  the 
United  States,  or  against  the  existing  bank,  under  any  modifica- 
tion, the  president  expressly  declares  that  the  question  was  ad- 
journed. He  says:  "a  general  discussion  will  now  take  place, 
eliciting  new  light,  and  settling  important  principles;  and  a  new 
congress,  elected  in  the  midst  of  such  discussion,  ai  d  furnish- 
ing an  equal  representation  of  the  people,  according  to  the  last 
census,  will  bear  to  the  capitol  the  verdict  of  public  opinion,  and 
I  doubt  not  bring  this  important  question  to  a  satisfactory  re- 
sult." 

This  review  of  the  various  messages  of  the  president,  conclu- 
sively evinces  that  they  were  far  from  expressing,  frankly  and 
decisively,  any  opinions  of  the  chief  magistrate,  except  that  he 
was  opposed  lo  the  amendments  of  the  charier  contained  in  the 
bill  submitted  to  him  for  its  renewal,  and  that  he  required  fur- 
ther amendments.  It  demonstrates  that  he  entertained  no  doubt 
that  it  was  practicable  and  desirable  to  establish  a  bank  of  the 
United  States;  it  justified  the  hope  that  he  might  be  ultimately 
reconciled  to  the  continuation  of  the  present  bank,  with  suitable 
modifications;  and  it  expressly  proclaimed  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  adjourned  to  the  new  congress,  to  be  assembled  under 
the  last  census.  If  the  parts  of  the  messages  which  1  have  cit- 
ed, or  other  expressions,  in  the  same  document,  be  doubtful,  or 
susceptible  of  a  different  interpretation,  the  review  is  sufricient 
for  my  purpose;  which  is,  to  refute  the  argument  so  confidently 
advanced,  that  the  president's  opinion,  in  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent or  any  other  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  frankly  and 
fairly  stated  to  the  people,  prior  to  the  late  election,  was  fully 
Hiicferetood  and  Anally  decided  by  them. 


Accordingly,  in  the  canvass  which  ensaed,  it  was  boMfy  a»* 
serted  by  the  partisans  of  the  president  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  a  hank  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the  existing  bank,  with 
proper  amendments.  They  maintained,  at  least  wherever  those 
friendly  to  a  national  bank,  were  in  the  majority,  that  his  re- 
election would  be  followed  by  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  with  pro- 
pen  amendments.  They  dwelt,  it  is  true,  with  great  earnest- 
ness, upon  his  objections  to  the  bank,  as  at  present  modified, 
and  especially  to  the  pernicious  influence  of  foreigners  in  hold- 
ing stock  in  it;  but  they  nevertheless  contended  »hat  these  ob- 
jections would  be  cured,  if  he  was  re-elected,  and  the  bank  sus- 
tained. I  appeal  to  the  whole  senate,  to  my  eolteague,  to  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  and  especially  to  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Louisville,  for  the  correctness  of  this  statement. 

After  all  this,  was  it  anticipated  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that,  in  the  re-election  of  the  president,  they  were  decid- 
ing against  an  institution  of  such  vital  importance?  CouW  they 
have  imagined  that,  after  an  express  adjournment  of  the  whote 
matter  to  a  new  congress,  by  the  president  himself,  he  wooW 
have  prejudged  the  action  of  this  new  congress,  and  prononnc- 
ed  that  a  question,  expressly  by  himself  referred  to  its  authority, 
was  previously  settled  by  the  people?  He  claimed  no  such  re- 
sult in  his  message,  immediately  after  the  re-election;  although 
in  it  he  denounced  the  bank  as  an  unsafe  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  invited  congress  to  investigate  its  condition. 
The  president,  then,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are  with- 
out all  color  of  justification  for  their  assertions,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  bank  or  no  bank  was  fully  and  fairly  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  a  decision  pronounced  against  it  by  them. 

Sir,  I  am  surprised  and  alarmed  at  the  new  source  of  execu- 
tive power,  which  is  found  in  the  result  of  a  presidential  elec- 
tion. I  had  supposed  that  the  constitution  and  the  laws  were 
the  sole  source  of  executive  authority;  that  the  constitution 
could  only  be  amended  in  the  mode  which  it  has  itself  prescrib- 
ed; that  the  issue  of  a  presidential  election,  was  merely  to  place 
the  chief  magistrate  in  the  post  assigned  to  him;  and  that  he 
had  neither  more  nor  less  power,  in  consequence  of  the  election, 
than  the  constitution  defines  and  delegates.  But  it  seems  that 
if,  prior  to  an  election,  certain  opinions,  no  matter  how  ambigu- 
ously put  forth  by  a  candidate,  are  known  to  the  people,  these 
loose  opinions,  in  virtue  of  the  election,  incorporate  themselves 
vvith  the  constitution,  and  afterwards  are  to  be  regarded  and 
expounded  as  parts  of  the  instrument! 

4.  The  public  money  ought  not,  the  secretary  thinks,  to  re- 
main in  the  bank  until  the  last  moment  of  the  existence  of  the 
charter.  But  tiiat  was  not  the  question  which  he  had  to  decide 
on  the  26th  September  last.  The  real  question  tlien  was,conld 
he  not  wait  sixty  days  for  the  meeting  of  congress?  There 
were  many  last  moments,  near  two  years  and  a  half,  betweert 
the  26th  of  September  and  the  day  of  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter. But  why  not  let  the  public  money  remain  in  the  bank  nn- 
til  the  last  day  of  the  charter?  It  is  a  part  of  the  charter  that  it 
shall  so  remain;  and  congress  having  so  ordered  it,  the  secre- 
tary ought  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  will  of  congress,  unless 
the  exigency  had  arisen  on  which  alone  it  was  supposed  his 
power  over  the  deposites  would  be  exercised.  The  secretary 
is  greatly  mistaken,  in  believing  that  the  bank  will  be  less  se- 
cure in  the  last  hours  of  its  existence  than  previously.  It  will 
then  be  collecting  its  resources,  with  a  view  to  the  immediate 
payment  of  its  notes,  and  the  ultimate  division  among  the  stock- 
holders of  their  capital;  and  at  no  period  of  its  existence  will  it 
be  so  strong  and  able  to  pay  all  demands  upon  it.  As  to  the  de- 
preciation in  the  value  of  its  notes  in  the  interior,  at  that  time, 
why,  sir,  is  the  secretary  possessed  of  the  least  knowledge  of 
the  course  of  the  trade  of  the  interior,  and  especially  of  the 
western  states?  If  he  had  any,  he  could  not  have  made  such  a 
suggestion.  When  the  bank  itself  is  not  drawing,  its  notes  form 
the  best  medium  of  remittance  from  the  interior  to  the  Atlantic 
capitals.  They  are  sought  after  by  merchants  and  traders  with 
avidity,  are  never  below  par,  and  in  the  absence  of  bank  drafts 
may  command  a  premium.  This  will  continue  to  be  the  case 
as  long  as  the  charter  endures,  and  especially  during  the  last 
moments  of  its  existence,  when  its  ability  will  be  unquestiona- 
ble, Philadelphia  being  the  place  of  the  redemption;  whilst  the 
notes  themselves  will  be  receivable  in  all  the  large  cities  in  pay- 
ment of  duties. 

5.  The  secretary  asserts  that  "it  is  n-ell  understood  that  the 
superior  credit  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  notes  of  the  biink  of 
the  United  States,  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confidence 
in  its  management  or  solidity.  It  was  occasioned  allogcthcr  by 
the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, 10  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States." — I 
have  rarely  seen  any  state  paper  cliaraoierised  by  so  little  gra- 
vity, dignity  and  circumspection,  as  the  report  displays.  The 
secretary  is  perfectly  reckless  in  his  assertions  of  nintters  of 
fact,  and  culpably  loose  in  his  reasoning.  Can  he  believe  the 
assertion  which  he  has  made?  Can  he  belit^ve,  for  example, 
that  if  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  were  made  ic- 
ceivable  in  all  payments  to  the  government,  thty  would  ever 
acquire,  at  home  and  abro:\d,  the  credit  and  confidence  which 
are  attached  to  tiiose  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States?  If  he 
had  stated  that  the  faculty  mentioned,  was  one  of  the  elements 
of  the  greatcredit  of  those  notes,  the  statement  would  have  been 
true;  but  who  can  a^irec  with  him,  that  it  is  the  sole  causer 
The  credit  of  tiie  bank  of  the  United  States  ret-nlls  from  the 
large  amount  of  its  capital;  (Void  the  great  nbilily  and  integrity 
with  which  it  has  been  adminiftered;  from  the  participation  of 
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the  government  in  its  affairs;  from  its  advantageous  location; 
from  its  being  tiie  place  of  deposite  of  the  public  moneys,  and 
its  notes  being  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  government; 
and  from  its  being  emphatically  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Tliis  latter  circumstance  arranges  it  with  tlie  banks  of  England. 
France,  Amsterdam,  Genoa,  &c. 

6.  The  expansion  and  contraction  of  the  accommodations  of 
the  bank  to  its  individual  customers,  are  held  up  by  the  secre- 
tary, in  bold  relief,  as  evidences  of  niisconduct,  vi'hich  justified 
his  withdrawal  of  the  deposites.  He  represents  the  bank  as 
endeavoring  to  operate  on  the  public,  by  alternate  bribery  and 
oppression,  with  the  same  object,  in  both  cases,  of  influencing 
the  election  or  the  administration  of  the  president.  Why  this 
perpetual  reference  of  all  the  operations  of  the  institution  to 
the  executive?  Why  does  the  executive  th'nk  of  nothing  but 
itself?  It  is  I!  It  is  I!  Itis  I,  that  is  meant,  appears  to  be 
the  constant  exclamation.  Christianity  and  charity  enjoin  us 
never  to  ascribe  a  bad  motive,  if  we  can  suppose  a  good  one. 
The  bank  is  a  moneyed  corporation,  whose  profits  result  from 
its  business.  If  that  be  extensive,  it  makes  better;  if  limited, 
less  profit.  Its  interest  is  to  make  the  greatest  amount  of  divi- 
dends which  it  can  safely.  And  all  its  actions  may  be  more 
certainly  ascribed  to  that  than  any  other  principle.  The  admi- 
nistration must  have  a  poor  opinion  of  the  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  if  it  supposes  that 
their  judgments  are  to  be  warped,  and  their  opinions  control- 
led, by  any  scale  of  graduated  bank  accommodations.  The 
bank  must  have  a  still   poorer  conception  of  its  duty  to  the 

"stockholder,  if  it  were  to  regulate  its  issues  by  the  uncertain 
and  speculative  standard  of  political  effect,  rather  than  a  posi- 
tive arithmetical  rule  for  the  computation  of  interest. 

As  to  the  alleged  extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank.it 
has  been  again  and  again  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  withdrawal  from  Europe 
of  considerable  sums,  which  threw  into  its  vaults  a  large 
amount  of  funds,  which,  to  be  productive,  must  be  employed; 
and,  as  the  commercial  wants,  proceeding  from  extraordinary 
activity  of  business,  created  great  demands,  about  the  same  pe- 
riod, for  bank  accommodations,  the  institution  naturally  en- 
larged its  transactions.  It  would  have  been  treacherous  to  the 
best  interests  of  its  constituents,  if  it  had  not  done  so.  The 
recent  contraction  of  its  business  is  the  result  of  an  obvious 
cause.  Notwithstanding  the  confidence  in  it,  manifested  by 
one  of  the  last  acts  of  the  last  house  of  representatives,  con- 
gress had  scarcely  left  the  district  before  measures  were  put  in 
operation  to  circumvent  its  authority.  Denunciations  and 
threats  were  put  forth  against  it.  Rumors,  stamped  with  but 
too  much  authority,  were  circulated,  of  the  intention  of  the  ex- 
ecutive to  disregard  the  admonition  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. An  agent  was  sent  out — and  then  such  an  as.ent — [Here 
Mr.  Clay  was  interrupted  with  bursts  of  applause  from  the  gal- 
leries, vvhich  occasioned  the  interference  of  the  vice  president] 
to  sound  the  local  institutions  as  to  the  terms  on  which  they 
would  receive  the  deposites.  Was  the  bank,  who  could  not  be 
ignorant  of  all  this,  to  sit  carelessly  by,  without  taking  any  pre- 
cautionary measures?  The  prudent  mariner,  when  he  sees  the 
coming  storm,  furls  his  sails,  and  prepares  for  all  its  rage.  The 
hank  knew  that  the  executive  was  in  open  hostility  to  it,  and 
that  it  had  nothing  to  expect  from  its  forbearance.  It  had 
numerous  points  to  defend,  the  strength  or  weakness  of  all 
of  which  was  well  known  from  its  weekly  returns  to  the  se- 
cretary, and  it  could  not  possibly  know  at  which  the  first  mor- 
tal stroke  would  be  aimed.  If,  on  the  20th  of  September  last, 
instead  of  the  manifesto  of  the  president  against  the  bank,  he 
had  officially  announced  that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  war 
upon  the  bank,  and  intended  to  allow  the  public  deposites  to 
remain  until  the  pleasure  of  congress  was  expressed,  public 
confidence  would  have  been  assured  and  unshaken,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  continued  in  quiet  and  prosperity,  and  the 
numerous  bankruptcies  in  our  commercial  cities  averted.  The 
wisdom  of  human  ai-lions  is  better  known  in  their  results  than 
at  their  inception.  That  of  the  bank  is  manifest  from  all  that 
has  happened,  and  especially  from  its  actual  condition  of  per- 
fect security. 

7.  The  secretary  complains  of  misconduct  of  the  bank  in  de- 
legating to  the  committee  of  exchange  the  transaction  of  im 
portant  business,  and  in  that  committee  being  appointed  by  the 
president  and  not  the  board,  by  which  the  government  direc- 
tors have  been  excluded.  The  directors  who  compose  the 
board  meet  only  periodically.  Deriving  no  compensation  from 
their  places,  which  the  charter  indeed  proliibits  them  from  re- 
ceiving, it  carjTiot  be  expected  that  they  should  be  constantly  in 
pession.  They  must,  necessarily,  therefore,  devolve  a  great 
part  of  the  business  of  the  bank  in  its  details,  upon  the  officers 
and  servants  of  the  corporation.  It  is  sufficient,  if  the  board 
controls,  governs  and  directs  the  whole  machine.  The  most 
important  operation  of  a  bank  is  that  of  paying  out  its  cash,  and 
that  the  cashier  or  teller,  and  not  the  board,  perforn)s.  As  to 
committees  of  exchange,  tlie  board,  not  being  always  in  sos- 
pion,  it  is  evident  that  the  cotivcnience  of  the  public  requires 
that  there  should  be  some  antliority  at  the  bank  daily,  to  pass 
daily  upon  bills,  eitlier  in  the  sale  or  purchase,  as  the  wants  of 
the  community  require.  Every  bank,  I  believe,  that  does  bu- 
siness to  any  extent,  has  a  committee  of  exchange  similar  to 
that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  In  regard  to  the  mode 
of  appointment,  by  the  pr(!sideiit  of  the  board,  it  is  in  confor- 
mity with  the  invariable  usage  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
witii  the  practice  of  the  eeuate.  for  several  years,  and  until  al-  I 


tcred  al  the  commencement  of  this  session,  with  the  usage  in  a 
great  variety,  if  not  all,  of  the  state  legislatures,  and  with  that 
which  prevails  in  our  popular  assemblies.  The  president, 
speaker,  chairman,  moderator,  almost  uniformly  appoints  com- 
mittees. That  none  of  the  government  directors  have  been  on 
the  committee  of  exchange,  has  proceeded,  it  is  to  be  presum- 
ed, from  their  not  being  entitled,  from  their  skill  and  experi- 
ence and  standing  in  society,  to  be  put  there.  Thegwvernment 
directors  stand  upon  the  same  equal  footing  with  those  appoint- 
ed by  the  stockholders.  When  appointed,  they  are  thrown 
into  the  mass,  and  must  take  their  fair  chance^with  their  col- 
leagues. If  the  president  of  the  United  States  will  nominate 
men  of  high  character  and  credit,  of  known  experience  and 
knowledge  in  business,  they  will  no  doubt  be  placed  in  corres- 
ponding stations.  If  he  appoints  different  men  he  cannot  ex- 
pect it.  Banks  are  exactly  the  places  where  currency  and  va- 
lue are  well  understood  and  duly  estimated.  A  piece  of  coin, 
having  even  the  stamp  of  the  government,  will  not  pass  unless 
the  metal  is  pure. 

8.  The  French  bill  forms  another  topic  of  great  complaint 
with  the  secretary.  The  state  of  the  case  is,  that  the  govern- 
ment sold  to  the  bank  a  bill  on  that  of  France  for  ^900,000, 
which  the  bank  sold  in  London,  whence  it  was  sent  by  the  pur- 
chaser to  Paris  to  receive  the  amount.  When  the  bank  pur- 
chased the  bill,  it  paid  the  amount  to  the  government,  or,  which 
is  the  same  thing,  passed  it  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  to  be 
used  on  demand.  The  bill  was  protested  in  Paris,  and  the 
agents  of  the  bank,  to  avoid  its  being  liable  to  damages,  took 
up  file  bill  on  account  of  the  bank.  The  bill  being  thus  disho- 
nored, the  bank  comes  back  on  the  drawer,  and  demands  the 
customary  damages  due,  according  to  the  course  of  all  such 
transactions.  The  complaint  of  the  secretary  is,  that  the  bank 
took  up  the  bill  to  save  its  own  credit,  and  that  it  did  not  do  it 
on  account  of  the  government;  in  other  words,  that  the  bank 
did  not  advance  at  Paris  ^900,000  to  the  government,  on  ac- 
count of  a  bill  for  which  it  had  already  paid  every  dollar  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. Why,  sir,  has  the  secretary  read  the  charter?  If  he 
has,  he  must  have  known  that  the  bank  could  not  have  ad~ 
vanced  the  ^f  900,000  for  the  government,  at  Paris,  without  sub- 
jecting itself  to  a  penalty  of  three  times  th«  amount  ($2,700,000). 
The  13th  section  of  the  charter  is  express  and  positive:  "That 
if  the  said  corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any  sum  of  money 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  government  of  the  United  Slates, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  .f500,000,"  all  persons  concerned  in 
making  such  unlawful  advance  or  loan,  shall  forfeit  treble  the 
amount,  one-fifth  to  the  informer,  &c. 

9.  The  last  reason  which  I  shall  notice  of  the  secretary,  is, 
that  this  ambitious  corporation  aspires  to  possess  political  pow- 
er. Those  in  the  actual  possession  of  power,  especially  when 
they  have  grossly  abused  it,  are  perpetually  dreading  its  loss. 
The  miser  does  not  cling  to  his  treasure  with  a  more  death-like 
grasp.  Their  suspicions  are  always  active  and  on  the  alert. 
In  every  form  they  behold  a  rival,  and  every  breeze  comes 
charged  with  alarm  and  dread.  A  thousand  spectres  glide  be- 
fore their  affrighted  imaginations,  and  they  see,  in  every  at- 
tempt to  enlighten  those  who  have  placed  them  in  office,  a  si- 
nister design  to  snatch  from  them  their  authority.  On  what 
other  principles  can  we  account  for  the  extravagant  charges 
brought  forward  by  the  secretary  against  the  bank?  More 
groundless  and  reckless  assertions  than  those  which  be  has  al- 
lowed himself  to  embody  in  his  report  never  were  presented  to 
a  deceived,  insulted  and  outraged  people.  Suffer  me,  sir,  to 
groupe  some  of  them:  He  asserts,  "that  there  is  suffidcjit  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  the  bank  has  used  its  means  to  obtain  politi- 
cal power;"  that,  in  the  presidential  election,  "the  bank  took 
an  open  and  direct  interest,  demonstrating  that  it  was  using  its 
money  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  hold  upon  the  people  of 
this  country;"  that  it  "entered  the  political  arena;"  that  it  cir- 
culated publications  containing  "attacks  on  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment;" that  "it  is  now  openly  in  the  field  as  a  political  par- 
tisan;" that  there  are  "post<it;e;)roo/s"  of  the  efforts  of  the  bank 
to  obtain  power.  And,  finally,  he  concludes,  as  a  demonstrat- 
ed proposition.  "Fourthly,  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
shew  that  the  bank  has  been  and  still  is  seeking  to  obtain  poli- 
tical power,  and  has  used  its  money  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing the  election  of  the  public  servants." 

After  all  this,  who  can  doubt  that  this  ambitions  corporation 
is  a  candidate  for  the  next  presidency?  Or,  if  it  can  moderate 
its  lofty  pretensions,  that  it  means  at  least  to  go  for  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  upon  the  next  removal?  But,  sir, 
where  are  the  proofs  of  these  political  designs?  Can  any  thing 
be  more  reckless  than  these  confident  assertions  of  the  secre- 
tary? Let  us  have  the  proofs;  I  call  for  the  proofs.  The  bank 
has  been  the  constant  object  for  years  of  vituperation  and  ca- 
lumny. It  has  been  assailed  in  every  form  of  bitterness  and 
malignity.  Its  operations  have  been  misrepresented;  its  credit 
and  the  public  confidence  in  its  integrity  and  solidity  attempted 
to  be  destroyed;  and  the  character  of  its  officers  assailed.  Un- 
der those  circumstances,  it  has  dared  to  defend  itself.  It  has 
circulated  public  documents,  speeches  of  members  of  congress, 
reports  made  by  chairmen  of  committees,  friends  of  the  admi- 
nistration, and  other  papers.  And,  as  it  was  necessary  to  make 
the  defence  commensurate  with  the  duration  and  the  extensive 
theatre  of  the  attack,  it  has  been  compelled  to  incur  a  heavy 
expense  to  save  itself  from  threatened  destruction.  It  has  open- 
ly avowed,  and  yet  avows,  its  right  and  purpose  To  defend  itself. 
All  this  was  known  to  the  last  congress.  Not  a  solitary  mate- 
rial fact  has  been  since  disclosed.    And  when  before,  in  a  coun- 
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try  where  the  press  is  free,  was  it  deemed  criminal  for  any  body 
to  defend  itself?  Who  invested  the  Hecretary  of  the  treasury 
with  power  to  interpose  iiimself  between  the  people  and  light 
and  intellii^^cnce?  Who  gave  him  the  right  to  dictate  what  in- 
formation shall  be  conimunicnted  to  the  pi^oplc  and  by  wiiorn? 
Whence  does  he  derive  liis  jurisdiction?  Who  made  him  cen- 
sor of  the  public  press?  From  what  new  sedition  law  does  he 
deduce  his  aulhoiiry?  Is  the  superintendence  of  the  American 
press  a  part  of  the  financial  duty  of  a  secretary  of  the  treasury? 
Why  did  he  not  lay  the  whole  case  before  c()ii!,'ress,  and  inviie 
the  revival  of  the  old  sedition  law?  Why  anticipate  the  arrival 
of  their  session?  Why  usurp  the  authority  of  the  only  depart- 
ment of  the  government  competent  to  a[)ply  a  remedy,  if  there 
be  any  power  to  abridge  the  treedom  of  the  press?  If  the  se- 
cretary wishes  to  purify  the  press,  he  has  a  most  Herculean 
duty  before  him.  And  when  he  sallies  out  on  his  Ciuixotic  ex- 
pedition, he  had  better  begin  with  the  Augean  stable,  the  press 
nearest  to  him,  his  organ,  as  most  needing  purification. 

I  have  done  with  the  secretary's  reasons.  They  have  been 
weighed  and  found  wanting.  There  was  not  only  no  finan- 
cial motive  for  his  acting— the  sole  motive  which  he  could 
officially  entertain — but  every  financial  consideration  forbade 
him  to  act.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  third  and  last  place,  to  exa- 
mine the  manner  in  which  he  has  exercised  his  power  over  the 
deposites. 

3.  The  whole  people  of  the  United  States  derive  an  interest 
from  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  stockholder,  in  that  institution.  The  bank  is  enabled, 
through  its  branches,  to  throw  capital  into  those  parts  of  the 
union  where  it  is  most  needed.  Thus  it  distributes  and  equal- 
izes the  advantages  accruing  from  the  collection  of  a  large  pub- 
lie  revenue,  and  the  consequent  public  deposites.  Thus  it 
neutralizes  ihe  injustice  which  would  otherwise  flow  from  the 
people  of  the  west  and  the  interior  paying  their  full  proportion 
of  the  public  burthens,  without  deriving  any  corresponding  be- 
nefit from  the  circulation  arid  deposites  of  the  public  revenue. 
The  use  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  has  been  signally  beneficial 
to  the  west.  We  there  want  capital,  domestic,  foreign — any 
capital  that  we  can  honestly  get.  We  want  it  to  stimulate  en- 
terprise, to  give  activity  to  business,  and  to  develop  the  vast  re- 
sources which  the  bounlj' of  nature  has  concentrated  in  that  re- 
gion. But,  by  the  secretary's  financial  arrangements,  the  twen- 
ty-five or  thirty  millions  of  the  public  revenue  collected  from 
all  the  people  of  the  United  States  (including  those  of  the  west) 
will  be  retained  in  a  few  Atlantic  ports.  Each  port  will  en- 
gross the  public  moneys  there  collected.  And,  as  that  of  New 
York  collects  about  one  half  of  the  public  revenue,  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  will  be  laid  under  contribution,  not  for 
the  sake  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New  York,  but  of  two  or 
three  banks  in  that  city,  in  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  collectively,  have  not  a  particle  of  interest;  banks,  the 
stock  in  which  is  or  may  be  held  by  foreigners. 

Three  months  have  elapsed,  and  the  secretary  has  not  yet 
found  places  of  deposite  for  the  public  moneys,  as  substitutes 
for  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  tells  us,  in  his  report  of 
yesterday,  that  the  bank  at  Charleston,  to  which  he  applied  to 
receive  them,  declined  the  custody,  and  that  he  has  yet  found 
no  other  bank  willing  to  assume  it.  But  he  states  that  the  pub- 
lic interest  does  not  in  consequence  suffer.  No!  What  is  done 
with  the  public  moneys  constantly  receiving  in  the  important 
port  of  Charleston,  the  largest  port  (New  Orleans  excepted), 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico?  What  with  the  reve- 
nue bonds?  It  appears  that  he  has  not  yet  received  the  char- 
ters from  all  the  banks  selected  as  places  of  deposite.  Can  any 
thing  be  more  improvident  than  that  the  secretary  should  un- 
dertake to  contract  with  banks,  without  knowing  their  power 
and  capacity  to  contract  by  their  ciiarters.  That  he  should 
venture  to  deposite  the  people's  money  in  banks,  without  a  full 
knowledge  of  every  thing  respecting  their  actual  condition? 
But  he  has  found  some  banks  willing  to  receive  the  public  de- 
posites, and  he  has  entered  into  contracts  with  them.  And  the 
very  first  step  he  has  taken  has  been  in  direct  violation  of  an 
express  and  positive  statute  of  the  United  States.  By  the  act  of 
the  1st  May,  1820,  sixth  section,  it  is  enacted,  '-'that  no  con- 
tract shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  secretary  of  state,  or  of  the 
treasury,  or  of  the  department  of  war,  or  of  the  navy,  except 
under  a  law  authorising  the  same,  or  under  an  appropriation 
adequate  to  its  fulfilment;  and  excepting,  also,  contracts  for  the 
subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  army  or  navy,  and  contracts  by 
the  quarter  master's  department,  which  may  be  made  by  the 
secretaries  of  those  departments."  Now,  sir,  what  law  autho- 
rised these  contracts  with  the  local  banks,  made  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasuryl  The  argument,  if  I  understand  the  argu- 
ment intended  to  be  employed  on  the  other  side,  vs  this:  that, 
by  the  bank  charter,  the  secretary  is  autliorised  to  remove  the 
public  deposites,  and  that  includes  the  power  in  question?  But 
the  act  establishing  the  treasury  department  confides,  express- 
ly, the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  the  secretary; 
and  the  treasurer,  not  the  secretary,  gives  a  bond  for  the  fideli- 
ty with  which  he  shall  keep  them.  The  moment,  therefore, 
that  they  are  withdrawn  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
they  are  placed,  by  law,  under  the  charge  and  responsibility  of 
the  treasurer  and  his  bond,  and  not  of  the  secretary,  who  has 
given  no  bond.  But  let  us  trace  this  argument  a  little  further. 
The  power  to  remove  the  deposites,  says  the  secretary,  from  a 
given  place,  implies  the  power  to  designate  the  place  to  which 
they  slial]  be  removed.     And  this  implied  power  to  designate 


the  place  to  which  they  shall  be  removed,  imjilies  the  power  to 
the  secrtjtary  of  the  treasury  to  contract  with  the  new  banks  of 
di.posite.  And,  on  this  third  link,  in  the  chain  of  implications, 
a  fourth  is  constructed,  to  dispen&e  with  the  express  duties  of 
Ihe  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  defined  in  a  positive  statute; 
and  yet  a  fifth,  to  repeal  a  positive  statute  of  congress,  passed 
four  years  after  the  passage  of  the  law  containing  the  parent 
source  of  this  most  extraordinary  chain  of  im[)lications.  The 
ex(;ep!ions  in  the  act  of  1820,  prove  the  inflexibility  of  the  rule 
wlii(?h  it  prescribes.  Annual  ap[)ropriations  are  made  for  the 
olorliing  and  subsistence  of  the  army  and  navy.  These  appro- 
priations might  have  b(!en  supposed  to  be  included  in  n  power 
to  contract  for  those  articles,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitory 
clause  in  that  act.  But  congress  thought  otherwise,  and  there- 
fore expressly  provided  for  the  exceptions.  It  must  be  admit- 
ted that  our  clerk  (as  the  late  governor  Robinson,  of  Louisiana, 
one  of  the  purest  republicans  I  have  ever  known,  used  to  call 
a  secretary  of  the  treasury),  tramples  with  very  little  ceremony 
upon  the  duties  of  the  treasurer,  and  of  the  acts  of  the  congress 
ol  the  United  States,  when  they  come  in  his  way. 

These  contracts,  therefore,  between  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  the  iocal  banks  are  mere  nullities,  and  absolutely 
void,  enforceable  in  no  court  of  justice  whatever,  for  two  caus- 
es— 1st.  Because  they  are  made  in  violation  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  May,  1820;  and  2tily,  because  the  treasurer,  and  not  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  alone  had,  if  any  federal  officer  pos- 
sessed, the  power  to  contract  with  the  local  banks.  And  here 
again  we  perceive  the  necessity  there  was  for  avoiding  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  executive  acted,  and  for  awaiting  the 
meeting  of  congress.  Congress  could  have  deliberately  review- 
ed the  previous  legislation,  decided  upon  the  expediency  of  a 
transfer  of  the  public  deposites,  and  if  deemed  proper,  could 
have  passed  the  new  laws  adapted  to  the  new  condition  of  the 
treasury.  It  could  have  decided  whether  the  local  banks 
should  pay  any  bonus,  or  pay  any  interest,  or  diffuse  the  public 
deposites  throughout  the  United  States,  so  as  to  secure  among 
all  their  parts  equality  of  benefits  as  well  as  of  burthens,  and 
provided  for  ample  guaranties  for  the  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
neys in  their  new  depositories. 

But  let  us  now  inquire  whether  the  secretary  of  the  treasuiy 
has  exercised  his  usurped  authority,  in  the  formation  of  these 
contracts,  with  prudence  and  discretion.  Having  substituted 
himself  to  congress  and  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
he  ought  at  least  to  show  that,  in  the  stipulations  of  the  con- 
tracts themselves,  he  has  guarded  the  public  moneys  and  pro- 
vided for  the  public  interests.  I  will  examine  the  contract 
with  the  Girard  bank  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  presented  as  a 
specimen  of  the  contracts  with  the  Atlantic  banks.  The  first 
stipulation  limits  the  duty  of  the  local  bank  to  receive  in  depo- 
site, on  account  of  the  United  States,  only  the  notes  of  banks 
convertible  into  coin,  "in  its  tmrncfZtaie  vicinity,"  or  which  it 
is,  "for  the  time  being,  in  the  habit  of  receiving."  Under  this 
stipulation,  the  Girard  bank,  for  example,  will  not  be  bound  to 
receive  the  notes  of  the  Louisville  bank,  although  that  also  be 
one  of  the  deposite  banks,  nor  the  notes  of  any  other  bank,  not 
in  its  immediate  vicinity,  even  if  it  be  a  deposite  bank.  As  to 
the  provision  that  it  will  receive  the  notes  of  banks  which,  for 
the  time  being,  it  is  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  it  is  absurd  to  put 
such  a  stipulation  in  a  contract,  because  by  the  power  retained 
to  change  the  habit,  for  the  time  being,  it  is  an  absolute  nullity. 
Now,  sir,  how  does  this  compare  with  the  charter  and  bank  of 
the  United  States?  That  bank  receives  every  where,  and  cre- 
dits the  government  with  the  notes,  whether  issued  by  the 
branches  or  the  principal  bank.  The  amount  of  all  these  notes 
is  every  where  available  to  the  government.  But  the  govern- 
ment may  be  overflowing  in  distant  bank  notes  when  they  are 
not  wanted,  and  a  bankrupt,  at  the  places  of  great  expenditure, 
under  this  singular  arrangement. 

With  respect  to  the  transfer  of  moneys  from  place  to  place, 
the  local  bank  requires  in  this  contract  that  it  shall  not  take 
place  but  upon  reasonable  notice.  And  what  reasonable  notice 
is,  has  been  left  totally  undefined,  and  of  course  open  to  I'uture 
contest.  When  hereafter  a  transfer  is  ordered,  and  the  bank 
is  unable  to  make  it,  there  is  nothing  to  do  but  to  allege  the  un- 
reasonableness of  the  notice.  The  local  bank  agrees  to  render 
to  the  government  all  the  services  now  performed  by  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  subject,  however,  to  the  restriction  that 
they  are  required  "in  the  vicinity"  of  the  local  bank.  But  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  is  under  no  such  restrictions;  its  ser- 
vices are  coextensive  with  the  United  States  and  their  territo- 
ries. 

The  local  banks  agree  to  submit  their  books  and  accounts  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  to  any  agent  to  be  appointed 
by  him,  but  to  be  paid  by  the  local  banks  pro  rata,  as  far  as 
such  examination  is  admissihle  rvifhont  a  violation  of  their  re- 
spective  charters;  and  how  far  that  may  be  the  secretary  cannot 
tell,  because  he  has  not  yet  seen  all  the  charters.  He  is,  hove- 
ever,  to  appoint  the  agents  of  examination,  and  to  fix  the  sala- 
ries which  the  local  hanks  are  to  pay.  And  where  does  the  se- 
cretary find  the  authority  to  create  offices  and  fix  their  salaries, 
without  the  authority  of  congress? 

But  the  most  improvident,  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
provision  ir.  the  contract  is  that  which  relates  to  the  security. 
When,  and  not  until,  the  deposites  in  the  local  bank  shall  ex- 
ceed one-half  of  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  collateral 
security,  satisfactory  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  to  be 
given  for  the  safety  of  the  deposites.  Why,  sir,  a  freshman,  a 
schoolboy,  would  not  have  thus  dealt  with  his  father's  or  guar- 
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dian's  money.  Instead  of  the  security  prccetimg,  it  is  to  follow 
the  deposite  of  the  people's  money!  That  is,  the  local  bank 
gets  an  amount  of  their  money,  equal  to  one  half  of  its  capital, 
and  then  it  condescends  to  give  security!  Does  not  the  secre- 
tary know,  that,  when  he  goes  for  the  security,  the  money  may 
begone,  and  that  he  may  be  entirely  unable  to  get  the  one  or 
the  other?  We  have  a  law,  if  I  mistake  not,  which  forbids  the 
advance  of  any  public  money,  even  to  a  disbursing  agent  of  the 
government,  without  previous  security.  Yet,  in  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  that  law,  or,  at  least,  of  all  common  sense  and  com- 
mon prudence,  the  secretary  disperses  upwards  of  twenty-five 
millions  of  public  revenue  among  a  countless  number  of  un- 
known banks,  and  stipulates  that,  when  the  amount  of  the  de- 
posite exceeds,  one-half  of  their  respective  capitals,  security  is 
to  be  given! 

The  best  stipulation  in  the  whole  contract  is  the  last,  which 
reserves  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  the  power  of  discharg- 
ing these  local  banks  from  the  service  of  the  United  States 
whenever  he  pleases;  and  the  sooner  he  exercises  it  and  re- 
stores the  public  deposites  to  the  place  of  acknowledged  safety, 
from  which  they  have  been  rashly  taken,  the  better  lor  all  par- 
ties concerned. 

Let  us  look  into  the  condition  of  one  of  these  local  banks,  the 
nearest  to  us,  and  that  with  respect  to  which  we  have  the  best 
information.  The  banks  of  this  district,  (and  among  them  that 
of  the  Metropolis)  are  required  to  make  annual  reports  of  their 
condition,  on  the  first  day  of  January.  The  latest  official  re- 
turn from  the  Metropolis  bank  is  of  the  first  of  January,  1832. 
Why  it  did  not  make  one  on  the  first  of  last -January,  along  with 
the  other  banks,  I  know  not.  In  point  of  fact,  I  am  informed, 
it  made  none.  Here  is  its  account  of  January,  1832,  and  I  think 
you  will  agree,  that  it  is  a  Flemish  one.  On  the  debit  side  stand, 
capital  paid  in,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Notes  in  circu- 
lation 62,855  dollars.  Due  to  banks,  $20,911  10;  individuals  on 
deposite,  $74,977  42;  dividend  and  expenses,  ^17,591  77;  and 
surplus,  $8,131  02,  making  an  aggregate  of  $684,496  31.  On 
the  credit  side  there  are,  bills  and  notes  discounted,  and  stock 
[what  sort?]  bearing  interest,  $626,011  90;  real  estate,  $18,404 
86;  notes  of  other  banks  on  hand,  and  checks  on  do.  $23,213  80; 
specie — now,  Mr.  president,  how  much  do  you  imagine?  Re- 
collect, that  this  is  the  bank  selected  at  the  seat  of  government, 
where  there  is  necessarily  concentrated  a  vast  amount  of  pub- 
lic money,  employed  in  the  expenditure  of  government  at  this 
place.  Recollect  that,  by  another  executive  edict,  all  public 
officers,  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money 
here,  are  required  to  make  their  deposites  with  this  Metropolis 
bank;  and  how  much  specie  do  you  suppose  it  had  at  the  date 
of  its  last  official  return?  $10,974  76.  Due  from  other  banks, 
$5,890  99;  making  in  the  aggregate  on  the  credit  side,  $684,496 
31.  Upon  looking  into  the  items,  and  casting  them  up,  you  will 
find  that  this  Metropolis  bank,  on  the  ist  day  of  January,  1832, 
was  liable  to  an  immediate  call  for  $176,335  29,  and  that  the 
amount  which  it  had  on  hand  ready  to  meet  that  call,  was 
$40,079  55.  And  </iis  is  one  of  the  banks,  selected  at  the  seat 
of  the  general  government,  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys 
of  the  United  States.  A  bank,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  upwards  often  millions  of  specie  on  hand, 
has  been  put  aside,  and  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  half  a  million, 
^nd  a  little  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  on  hand, 
lias  been  substituted  in  its  place!  How  that  half  million  has 
been  raised;  whether,  in  part,  or  in  the  vi^hole,  by  the  neutraliz- 
ing operation  of  giving  stock  noteg  JR  eiccji^i!|e  fgr  QWAUcnGs 
of  stock,  does  not  appear. 

The  design  of  the  whole  scheme  of  this  treasury  arrangement 
seems  to  have  been,  to  have  united,  in  one  common  league,  a 
number  of  local  banks,  dispersed  throughout  the  union,  and 
subject  to  one  central  will,  with  a  rightof  scrutiny  instituted  by 
the  agents  of  that  will.  It  is  a  bad  imitation  of  the  New  York 
project  of  a  safety  fund.  This  confederation  of  banks  will  pro- 
bably be  combined  in  sympathy  as  well  as  interest,  and  will  be 
always  ready  to  fly  to  the  succour  of  the  source  of  their  nonrish- 
ment.  As  to  their  supplying  a  common  currency,  in  place  of 
that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  plan  is  totally  desti- 
tute of  the  essential  requisite.  They  are  not  required  to  credit 
each  other's  paper,  unless  it  be  issued  in  the  'Hmmediate  vicini- 
ty-" 

We  have  seen  what  is  in  this  contract.  Now  let  us  see  what 
is  no*  there.  It  contains  no  stipulation  for  the  preservation  of 
the  ptiblic  morals;  none  for  the  freedom  of  elections;  none  for 
the  purity  of  the  press.  All  these  great  interests,  after  all  that 
has  been  said  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  left  to 
shift  and  take  care  of  themselves  as  they  can.  We  have  alrea- 
dy seen  the  president  of  a  bank  in  a  neighboring  city,  rushing 
impetuously  to  the  defence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
against  an  editorial  article  in  a  newspaper,  although  "the  venom 
of  the  shaft  was  not  quite  equal  to  the  vigor  of  the  bow."  Was 
he  rebuked  by  the  snoretary  of  the  treasury?  Was  the  bank 
f}isckars,ed  from  the  public  service?  Or,  are  morals,  the  press 
and  elections,  in  no  danger  of  contamination,  when  a  host  of 
banks  become  literary  champions  on  the  side  of  power  and  the 
officers  of  govcriunont?  Is  the  patriotism  of  the  secretary  only 
alarmed  when  the  infallibilily  of  high  authority  is  questioned? 
Will  tiic  states  silently  acquiesce,  and  see  the  federal  authority 
jnsiniiaiiim  itself  into  hanks  of  their  creation,  aird  subject  to 
tht'ir  exclusive  cuntrol? 

We  have,  Mr.  President,  a  most  wonderful  financier  at  the 
lirad  of  our  treasury  department.  He  sits  quietly  by  in  the  ca- 
binet, and  witnesses  the  contest  between  his  colieague  and  the 


president.  Sees  the  conflict  in  the  mind  of  that  colleague  be- 
tween his  personal  attachment  to  the  president,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  his  solenm  duty  to  the  public  on  the  other.  Beholds 
the  triumph  of  conscientious  obligation.  Contemplates  the  no- 
ble spectacle  of  an  honest  man,  preferring  to  surrender  an  ex- 
alted office,  with  all  its  honors  and  emoluments,  rather  than 
betray  the  interests  of  the  people.  Witnesses  the  insulting  and 
contemptuous  expulsion  of  that  colleague  from  office;  and  then 
coolly  enters  the  vacated  place,  without  the  slightest  sympathy 
or  the  smallest  emotion.  He  was  installed  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, and  by  the  26th,  the  brief  period  of  three  days,  he  dis- 
covers that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  been  wrong 
from  its  origin;  that  every  one  of  his  predecessors  from  Hamil- 
ton down  including  Gallatin  (who,  whatever  I  said  of  him  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  that  I  do  not  mean  to  retract,  possessed 
more  practical  knowledge  of  currency,  banks  and  finance,  than 
any  man  I  have  ever  met  in  the  public  councils),  Dallas  and 
Crawford,  had  been  mistaken,  about  both  the  expediency  and 
constitutionality  of  the  bank;  that  every  chief  magistrate,  prior 
to  him  whose  patronage  he  enjoyed,  had  been  wrong;  that  con- 
gress, the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  thirty-seven  years  that  they  had 
acquiesced  in  or  recognized  the  utility  of  a  bank,  were  all  wrong. 
And,  opposing  his  single  opinion  to  their  united  judgments,  he 
dismisses  the  bank,  scatters  the  public  money,  and  undertakes 
to  regulate  and  purify  the  public  morals,  the  public  press  and 
popular  elections! 

If  we  examine  the  operations  of  this  modern  Turgot,  in  their 
financial  bearing  merely,  we  shall  find  still  less  for  approbation. 

1.  He  withdraws  the  public  moneys,  where,  by  his  own  deli- 
berate admission,  they  were  perfectly  safe,  with  a  bank  of  thir- 
ty-five millions  of  capital,  and  ten  millions  of  specie,  and  he 
places  them,  at  great  hazard,  with  banks  of  comparatively  smalt 
capital  and  but  iittle  specie,  of  which  the  Metropolis  bank  is  an 
example. 

2.  He  withdraws  them  from  a  bank  created  by,  and  over  which 
the  federal  government  had  ample  control,  and  puts  them  in 
other  banks,  created  by  different  governments,  and  over  which 
it  has  no  control. 

3.  He  withdraws  them  from  a  bank  in  which  the  American 
people,  as  a  stockholder,  were  drawing  their  fair  proportion  of 
interest  accruing  on  loans,  of  which  those  deposites  formed  the 
basis,  and  puts  them  where  the  people  of  the  United  States  draw 
no  interest. 

4.  From  a  bank  which  has  paid  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  be  now  Hable 
to  refund,  and  puts  them  in  banks  which  have  paid  to  the  Ame- 
rican people  no  bonus. 

5.  Depreciates  the  value  of  the  stock  in  a  bank,  where  the 
general  government  holds  seven  millions,  and  advances  that  of 
banks  in  whose  stock  it  does  not  hold  a  dollar;  and  whose  ag- 
gregate capital  does  not  probably  much  exceed  that  very  seven 
millions.     And,  finally, 

6.  He  dismisses  a  bank  whose  paper  circulates,  in  the  greatest 
credit,  throughout  the  union  and  in  foreign  countries,  and  en- 
gages in  the  public  service  banks  whose  paper  has  but  a  limited 
and  local  circulation  in  their  "immediate  vicinities." 

These  are  immediate  and  inevitable  results.  How  much  that 
large  and  long  standing  item  of  unavailable  funds,  annually  re- 
ported to  congress,  will  be  swelled  and  extended,  remains  to  be 
developed  by  time. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  what,  under  aii  these  circhmptan- 
ces,  is  it  our  duty  to  do?  Is  there  a  senator  who  can  hesitate 
to  affirm,  in  the  language  of  the  resolution,  that  the  president 
has  assumed  a  dangerous  power  over  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws;  and 
that  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  act,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory? 

The  eyes  and  the  hopes  of  the  American  people  are  anxiously 
turned  to  congress.  They  feel  that  they  have  been  deceived 
and  insulted;  their  confidence  abused;  their  interests  betrayed; 
and  their  liberties  in  danger.  They  see  a  rapid  and  alarming 
concentration  of  all  power  in  one  man's  hands.  They  see  that, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  positive  authority  of  the  executive,  and 
his  negative  power  exerted  over  congress,  the  will  of  one  man 
alone  prevails,  and  governs  the  republic.  The  question  is  no 
longer  what  laws  will  congress  pass,  but  what  will  the  execu- 
tive not  veto?  The  president,  and  not  congress,  is  addressed 
for  legislative  action.  We  have  seen  a  corporation,  charged 
with  the  execution  of  a  great  national  work,  dismiss  an  e.xpe- 
rienced,  faithful  and  zealous  president,  afterwards  testify  to  his 
ability  by  a  voluntary  resolution,  and  reward  his  extraordinary 
services  by  a  large  gratuity,  and  appoint  in  bis  place  an  execu- 
tive favorite,  totally  inexperienced  and  incompetent,  to  propiti- 
ate the  president.  We  behold  the  usual  incidents  of  approach- 
ing tyranny.  The  land  is  filled  with  spies  and  informers;  and 
detraction  and  denunciation  are  the  orders  of  the  day.  People, 
especially  official  incumbents  in  this  place,  no  longer  dare  speak 
in  the  fearless  tones  of  manly  freemen,  but  in  the  cautious  whis- 
pers of  trembling  slaves.  The  premonitory  symptoms  of  des- 
potism are  upon  us;  and  if  congress  do  not  apply  an  instanta- 
neous and  effective  remedy,  the  fatal  collapse  will  soon  come 
on,  and  we  shall  die — ignobly  die!  base,  mean  and  abject  slaves 
— the  scorn  and  contempt  of  mankind — unpitied,  unwept,  uii- 
ninurned! 

[The  conclusion  of  the  speech  was  followed  by  repeated  and 
loud  applause  in  the  galleries,  as  it  had  been  often  interrupted 
before.] 
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We  have  latterly  given  up  a  great  deal  more  room  to 
the  bank,  and  things  about  banks,  the  currency  and  the 
effects  oflate  proceedings,  tlian  we  wished — and  now  in- 
sert a  long  list  ot"  articles  on  these  subjects;  but  such 
matters  seem  to  have  reached  the  Jire-side  of  almost  every 
roan,  and  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  imperiously 
presented  itself.  Some  moi-G  of  the  speeches  must  be  in- 
serted—the leading  one  is  that  of  Mr.  Benton,  who  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Clay,  and  it  is  probable  that  we  should  have 
incurred  an  extra  expense  to  give  it  next  week,  had  a 
copy  of  it,  entire,  been  in  present  possession;  but  it  has 
been  published  so  much  in  "shreds  and  patches,"  that  we 
cannot,  confidently,  make  out  a  perfect  cop}',  and  dare 
not  venture  on  an}'  other,  in  consequence  of  its  extraor- 
dinaiy  length.  We  wish  to  insert  several  other  speeches, 
but  these  must  be  recorded  at  leisure.  The  times  are  too 
busy,  and  our  means  too  small,  to  do  otherwise. 

The  article  on  the  **power  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States"  was  prepared  nearly  two  weeks  ago,  and  intend- 
ed for  the  last  Register,  but  excluded  for  want  of  i*oom. 
It  is  not  the  subject  on  which  Ave  expected,  tliis  week,  to 
pay  ouv  personal  respects  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  return  one 
of  his  beautiful  compliments.  The  article  is  written, 
but  must  be,  at  least,  deferred.  Tlie  "venerable  vete- 
ran" certainly  "discovered  a  mare's  nest,"  to  use  one  ot 
his  own  elegant  terms,  when  he  found  out  that  even 
Mr.  Niles  objected  to  the  present  power  of  the  bank, 
for  he  has  alxvays  opposed  a  renewal  of  that  power; 
but  never  admitted  that  it  has  been  abused  by  the  present 
administration  of  the  bank — and  humbly  begs  leave  to 
believe  that  there  is  some  small  difference  between  the 
a^Tdission  and  the  non-admission,  though  even  Mr.  R. 
as&tt-"able  editor,"  and  having  a  special  regard  to  the 
*^loaves  a7id ^shes,"  may  be  pleased  to  regard  them  as 
the  same! 


Mr.  TVebsier^s  speech,  on  Monday  Tast,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  the  great 
meeting  held  in  Boston,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
present  state  of  the  money  market,  Sec.  will  be  read  by 
every  body;  and,  we  hope,  have  no  small  degree  of  in- 
fluence over  the  public  judgment.  This  speech  will 
quiet  a  great  deal  of  silly  gossip — "about  matters  and 
things  in  general." 

The  "National  Intelligencer"of  Thursday  contains  the 
speech  of  Mr.  JPoindexter  on  Mr.  Clay''s  resolution,  di- 
recting an  inquiry  into  the  alleged  distresses  of  the  com- 
munity, &c.  We  would  gladly  insert  it,  on  account  of 
the  many  important  facts  which  it  contains — but  notice  it 
now  for  the  purpose  of  mentioning  an  incident  which 
happened  at  its  close:  Mr.  P.  spoke  of  the  depression 
of  the  cotton  market,  and  the  embarrassed  state  of  things 
at  New  Oileans,  in  consequence.  Mr.  JBenton  produced 
a  letter  just  received  from  that  city,  imputing  the  distress 
to  the  reduced  discounts  at  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  located  there.  Mr.  P.  asked  if  the  writer 
of  the  letter  was  not  connected  with  one  oi  \.he  pet  banks; 
and  on  Mr.  Benton''s  reference  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Poiu' 
dexier,  the  latter  said  that  the  writer  was  president  of  the 
Merchants'  bank  at  New  Orleans,  one  of  the  banks  se- 
lected to  receive  the  deposites.  A  prompt,  and  hearty, 
and  general  laugh  followed. 

The  substance  of  the  letter  was — that  the  office  had 
been  ordered  to  reduce  its  discounts  one  million  of  dol- 
lars; that  it  bought  bills  on  the  north  -without  limitation, 
but  I'efused  the  best  endorsed  paper  on  the  west. 

Admitting  all  that  is  stated,  these  directions  might  not 
have  diminished  the  general  amount  of  accommodations 
at  New  Orleans.  The  bank  has  increased  its  circulation 
—and  will,  certainly,  gather  strength  in  those  partictdar 
places  whereat  its  notes  are  made  payable,  those  of  the 
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weak  and  distant  offices  being  necessarily  retired,  to  pre- 
vent organized  and  malicious  "runs"  upon  them. 

The  question  concerning  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
had  not  yet  been  decided  in  the  house  of  delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia. Two  to  one  appear  disposed  to  reprobate  the  re- 
moval in  severe  terms;  but  as  if  to  lessen  the  weight  of 
such  a  vote,  the  minority  have  tacked  to  the  resolutions  a 
declaration  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank,  and 
long  and  ardent  discussions  have  followed.  We  cannot 
pursue  the  subject  thi-ough  its  numerous  phases.  It  was 
expected  that  we  should  have  had  the  resolutions  as  pass- 
ed for  this  day's  Register,  but  they  have  not  arrived. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  noticed  the  follow- 
ing in  the  "National  Intelligencer"  of  yesterday— 

JRicInnondf  Va^  Jan..  21. 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton: 

The  legislature  have  at  last  acted  on  the  deposite  ques- 
tion. Mr.  JVIarshaWs  resolutions,  rebuking  the  removal 
of  tlie  deposites,  have  passed  the  house,  by  a  vote  of  92 
to  32. 

Mr.  JllcCulloch  offered  a  resolution,  that  it  was  not 
the  wish  of  the  house  that  the  deposites  should  be  re- 
turned; it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  75  to  52.. 

With  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  now  in- 
serted, we  conclude  all  the  reports  from  the  great  de- 
partments of  the  government,  transmitted  to  congress 
with  the  message  of  the  president  on  opening  the  present 
session  of  congress;  to  some  of  them,  however,  are  at- 
tached numerous  reports  and  statements,  from  which 
liberal  extracts  will  be  made  when  room  can  be  obtained 
to  insert  them. 

By  some  oversight,  we  omitted  to  give  the  report  of 
the  postmaster  general  for  1832;  but,  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  situation  of  his  department,  now  insert  all  the 
financial  part  of  that  report. 

We  mentioned  in  a  former  number,  that  the  election  of 
Mr.  Tazewell,  to  be  governor  of  Virgijiia,  clearly  shew- 
ed the  political  character  of  the  legislature  of  that  state. 
The  first  ballot  is  the  one  by  which  a  just  judgment  must 
be  formed.  It  stood,  for  Mr.  Tazewell,  (state  rights 
man),  67;  for  Mr.  Watts,  (nat.  republican),  46;  for  Mr. 
Daniel,  (Jackson-Van-Buien),  40;  Mr.  McDowell,  (un- 
known), 7.  For  the  two  first,  being  anti-Jackson,  113— 
for  the  two  last  47.     The  "RichtDond  Whig"  says — 

"The  friends  of  Mr.  Watts  were  prepared  to  sustain  Mr. 
Tazewell,  against  Mr.  Daniel,  or  any  Van  Buren  man.  They 
rejoice,  (losing  tlieir  first  choice  of  Mr.  Walts),  at  the  election 
of  Mr.  Tazewell. 

"We  conjiratulate  the  gtate  upon  Mr.  Tazeivell's  election, 
both  in  consideralion  of  that  gentleman's  superior  and  brilliant 
claims,  and  the  si>n  that  is  thus  revealed  to  the  world.  We 
learn  that  the  kitchen  cabinet  was  staggered  by  the  vote  in  the 
election  of  public  printer,  and  confounded  by  the  Richmond 
movement  on  the  depos^ites — let  them  henceforward  and  for- 
ever, cive  up  all  calculations  upon  this  ancient  and  renowned 
commonwealth.  Ritchie  may  send  Jackson  the  reply  of  Caius 
Marins — "Go  and  tell  your  ma:?ter,  you  have  seen  Caius  Ma- 
rias, sitting  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage." 

The  drawing  or  dealing  in  lotteries,  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  are  now  severely  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
these  states,  which  persons  will  find  it  very  difficult  to 
evade. 

We  have,  after  a  long  interval,  a  few  scraps  of  news 
from  Europe,  and  we  give  a  brief  notice  of  them,  though 
nothing  important  is  stated. 

A  "Washingtoh  national  monument  society"  has  been 
established  at  Washington  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection 
of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  "Father  of  his  coun- 
try," which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  without  an  equal  in  th« 
world.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  to  its  desirable  magni* 
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ficence,  may  be  added  something  useful.     Such  as  an  ob-  i  These  tilings  ought  to  have  been  understood  and  reo-ard 
servatory,  with  rooms  below  for  public  purposes,  when    ed—but  theyivere  7wt.     Prejudice  and  passion  held  domi 


needed. 

The  legislature  of  Lower  Canada  has  jnst  commenced 
its  first  session  in  the  new  and  splendid  building  erected 
for  its  accommodation,  I'he  location  is  a  most  beauti- 
ful one.  The  population  of  Upper  Canada  is  296,544. 
There  is  much  political  dissention  in  both  provinces.  In 
the  lower,  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  parlia- 
ment seem  resolved  to  hold  710  intercourse  with  the  go- 
vernor, lord  Aylmer. 

Power  of  the  bank  of  the  Usjited  States.  The 
following  fix)ni  the  "liichmond  Enquirer",  shews  the 
manner  of  what  many  believe  is  a  very  strong  argument 
against  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  the  establishment  of  any  similar  institution: 
"A  member  of  the  legislature  justly  remarked  on  Thursday, 
thnt 'the  existing  patiic  was  willi  him  a  conclusive  argument 
against  renewing  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank.  It 
sliowed  how  strong  that  institution  was,  which  could  disturb 
the  comiuerciiil  interests  of  a  whole  people.  Let  this  great 
power  be  exerted,  as  the  interests  of  a  moneyed  corporation 
would  frequently  be  exerted,  for  political  purposes,  and  it 
would  prove  dangerous  to  our  liberties,  and  superior  to  the  con- 
stitution. In  fact,  the  moniier  had  origniated  in  a  rape  of  the 
constitution,  and  it  would  only  exist  in  a  con^taut  defiance  of 
its  principles.'  " 

That  a  "panic"  exists,  cannot  be  doubted;  and  the  co- 
operation of  all  the  '■'■organized"'  pi^esses,  and  "collared" 
editors,  cannot  relieve  it,  say  what  tliey  please,  or  in  do 
ingall  that  they  arc  ordered  to  do;  and  tfiis  "panic"  is  not 
an  idle  one — it  exists  because  of  an  unprecedented  pecu- 
niary pressure  on  business-men,  in  consequence  of  a  sud- 
den transition  from  a  money  market  which  oftei-ed  abun- 
dance at  less  ih^n  Jive  per  cent,  per  annnm^  to  one  which 
affords  only  a  stinted  supply  even  at  the  ruinous  rate  of 
eighteen  and  txventy-four  per  cent,  per  annum!*  and  this 
too  when  "money"  ought  to  be  plenty  and  the  curreney 
active  and  sound.  So  it  would  be' — •\i  conjidence  had  not 
been  destroyed  by  the  proceedings  had  concerning  the 
removal  of  tlie  deposites. 

Let  us  inquire  what  has  caused  the  "existing  panic." 
Was  it  the  ba.ik  of  the  United  States,  or  ^^the  govern- 
mei»t?"  It  is  notorious,  that  the  latter  seemed  res(jlved  to 
*'crush"  the  former,  as  a  "reptile,  beneath  the  feet  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasui'y,"  and  the  malignancy  of  the 
*'agent,"  and  of  those  who  acted  with  him,  or  for  him, 
was  not  to  be  appeased  with  any  thing  short  of  that 
crawling  condition.  Thus  the  bank  was  forced  on  its  own 
defence,  so  that,  in  defending  itself,  it  might  prevent  a 
general  stoppage  of  specie  payments,  and  the  wide  ruin 
thai  ■would  inevitably  follow  in  the  fina]n^ciai,  anakchy 
contingent  iipon  a  failure  of  this  bank  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments- It  now  furnishes  what  may  be  eniphatically  call- 
ed the  currency  of  our  country,  wiiich  is  uniform  and 
wholesome,  and  controls  imprudent  or  dishonest  issues 
of  the  local  or  state  banks;  and  this  important  opel-ation 
is  one  that  cannot  be  harmlessly  touched  by  ignorant  or 
passionate  persons.  It  is  a  very  serious  matter.  The 
currency  is  like  the  sensitive  plant.  It  contracts  on  the 
instant  when  it  is  rudely  approached;  and  such  contrac- 
tion is  always  injurious,  oftentimes  fatal,  to  thousands. 

*We  have  unquestionable  authority,  for  saying,  that  as  good 
and  acceptable  a  note,  as  would  have  been  drawn  by  Stephen 
Girard,  in  his  life  time,  payable  at  the  same  date,  and  for  five 
thousand  dollars  and  upwards,  [a  rca/ transaction,  of  course], 
was  recently  sold  in  Baltimore,  at  two  per  cent,  per  month,  dis- 
count, by  its  rightful  owner,  not  being  able  to  negotiate  it 
llirough  the  banks.  And  we  are  as  well  assured,  that  large 
lums  of  money,  many  thousands  of  dollars,  employed  in  the 
shaving  of  antedated  checks,  have  realized  a  sure  profit  of 
inore  than  forty  per  cent,  since  the  1st  October,  when  the  depo 
Bites  were  removed,  or  in  less  than /our  months.  And  yet,  it  is 
said  and  believed,  that  the  pressure  on  Baltimoye  has  been 
light,  compared  with  that  on  some  other  places!  Scores  of  ihnu- 
eands  of  dollars,  in  notes,  are  every  day  shaved,  which  cost  the 
ihavees  from  2^^  to  3  per  cent,  a  menth.  This  may  do — on  an 
emergency;  but  cannot  endure  long!  We  feel  much  disposed 
to  proclaim  some  of  these  things — and  dare  do  it,  when  resolved 
on  the  expediency  of  the  proceeding,  as  in  times  past.  Money, 
like  every  thing  else,  has  its  price;  and  possessors  of  it  may 
just  as  fairly  take  advantage  of  a  great  demand  for  it,  as  farmers 
*  push  their  wheat  to  market  when  obtaining  a  high  price.  But 
there  are  circumstances  sometimes  connected  with  the  busi 
ness  of  a  shaver,  which  reject  all  claims  to  honor  or  honesty. 
It  is  to  these  that  we  allude. 


nion  over  them — stimulated,  perhaps,' by   speculators  in 
the  back  ground,   reckless  of  the   issue,  provided  only 
their  own   foul   purposes  were  accomplished.     And,  as 
we  have  said  mat»y  times,  if  ti»e  rightiulness  of  the  re- 
moval  of  the   deposiles  was  admitted — the    manner   of 
their   removal  remained  altogether  objectionable.     See 
the  coiTespondence  between  the  casiiier  of  the  bank  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States.  The  humiliation  of  the  lat- 
ter is  perfect — his  vindication  of  the  "transfer  draughts  » 
is  a  poor  and   miserable  eftbrt  to  relieve  himself  of  an 
unlawful  act.     But  these  hostilities  on  tlie  part  of  the 
government  compelled   the  bank   to  arm  itself,  at  every 
point.     It  would  not  rely  upon  either  the  justice  or  for- 
bearance of  persons  in  po\vei\     It  knew    not  what  office 
might  be  assailed,  to  discredit  the  bank,  in  mere  wantor- 
nessof  mischief — and  therefore  gathered  up  its  resources, 
steadily,  but  not  severely,  as  its  own  means  of  accommo- 
dation were  lessened.     If  the  bank  had  been  permitted 
to  use  its  own  discretion,  and  with  a  view  to  the  winding 
up   of    its   affairs   on    the   expiration   of  its  charter,    a 
"panic"  might  not  have  ensued;  for  self-interest  would 
have  induced  an  easy  and  gradual  retirement  of  its  faci- 
lities afforded  to  the  business  of  the  country.     But  this 
could  not  be  allowed!     It  did  not  suit  the  personal  or 
political  purposes  of  individuals,   who  seemed  resolved 
to  use  the  public  money  for  their  own  private  profit,  or 
make  it  bear  upon  the  next  election  of  a  president  of  the 
United  States!     The  plain  appearances  of  things  justify 
these  conclusions,  and  we  know  not  how  to  use  tlie  lan- 
guage that  belongs  to  them.    It  was  a  bold  move — uncalled 
for,  and  without  the  shadow  of  rendering  a  jjublic  service- 
tor  the  great  o^tmZ  complaint  is,  that  tue  bank  is  too 
ABLE  TO  MEET  ITS  ENGAGEMENTS ! ! !     It  w  ould  not  break 
nor  even  bend,  to  "authority"' — and  has  the  lofty  merit 
of  not  having  misused  its  power — of  suffering  persecu- 
tion, w  ithout  returning  evil  for  evil,  though  so  capable 
of  inflicting  it.     Herein  is  the  real  cause  of  the  renewed 
bitterness  of  its  enemies.     It  has  wrapped  itself  up  in 
its  means,  and  xvonH  be  ^^crushed.'^^    This  obstinacy  is  un- 
pardonable!    Instead  of  existing  in  the   "forbearance" 
of  "the  government,"  as  Mr.  Kendall  said  that  it  did,  it 
is  so  that  most  of  the  new  deposite  banks  may  exist  only 
in  the  forbearance   of   the   "reptile" — the  thing  to   be 
"crzisAec/"  at  will.     If  the  subject  M'ere  not  too  serious, 
one  might  laugh  at  the  baffled  pomposity  of  the  authors 
of  the  "existing  panic,"  Messrs.  Kendall  &Co.  in  seem- 
ing alliance  with  brokers  and  speculators — who  fatten 
upon  the  sufferings  of  honest  men.     It   is  well,   indeed 
that  the  bank  had  '-power"  and  yet  holds  it,  to  withstand 
the  assaults  made  upon  it.     If  it  had  not,  the  "existing 
panic"  would  have  been  only  a  type  of  the  broad  de- 
struction  that   7mist  have  followed    in  a  complete  de- 
rangement of  the  currency,   and  a  total  loss  of  confi- 
dence  between    man  and  man.     The  measures  of  the 
bank  have  been  defensive  only;  and,  to  blame  it  for  the 
"panic,"  is  not  more  just,  than,  foi'  a  bellowing  drunk- 
ard,  who,  rolling  in  a  gutter,  abuses  the  liquor  which 
he  had  swallowed,  instead  of  condemning  his  otv7i  act  in 
the  tise  of  it.     It  is  the  potver-  of  the  government,  not  that 
of  the  bank,  which  has  produced  the  present  awful  state 
of  things.     See  the  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bank 
annexed.     Its  discounts  and  loans  are  as  large  as  usual, 
at  the  present  season  of  the  year.     The  highest  amount 
in  Novembert  in  11  years,  from  182,3   to  1833  inclusive, 
was  62,031,000— the  lowest  43,961,000,  and  the  average 
less  than  53  millions;  but  on  the  1st  of  the  present  month 
the   loans  Avere  54,911,000 — say  55  millions,  tI»ough  the 
public  deposites  may  be  considered  as  being  withdrawn, 

fWe  use  this  month  only  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  date  of 
a  statement  before  us,  for  the  years  given.  It  is  the  best  and 
fairest  way,  that  comparisons  should  be  made  of  the  same 
months — but  we  have  no  such  a  table  for  January.  We  meet 
with,  however,  the  following  items  of  the  same  month: 

January,  1834.         January  1833. 
Loans  and  discounts        54,911,461  61,695,913 

Circulation  19,208,379  17,459,571 

It  should  be  observed,  that  the  public  and  private  deposites  on 
the  Isi  January,  1834,  were6,911,922  dollars  less  than  on  thehst 
October,  1833.  If  this  sum  be  added  to  that  of  the  present  loans, 
the  aggregate  is  greater  than  was  the  sum  of  the  loans  let  Jan. 
1833;  and  the  circulation  is  nearly  two  millions  more.  And 
yet  there  was  no  "panic"  a  year  ago.    Money  was  plenty. 
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and  with  them  a  large  amount  of  private  deposites,  in 
consequence  of  the  "panic,"  and  the  extreme  scarcity  of 
money  that  prevails.  We  appeal  to  common  justice — 
to  the  common  sense  of  all  men,  to  resist  the  ignorant  or 
malicious  charge  against  the  hank,  of  liaving  exerted  its 
*'powtr"  to  produce  the  distress  vvhicli  the  country  feels. 
This  charge  is  like  the  cry  of  '■'■stop  thief^''  from  a  cul- 
prit, to  mislead  his  pursuers,  and  effect  his  own  escape! 
Such  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The  authors  of  lliis 
calamity,  having  two  hundred  presses  \xv\(\qv  command, 
after  the  manner  of  the  ink-Jish,  discolor  the  facts,  and 
so  hope  to  avoid  that  responsibility  which  rests  upon 
their  own  proceedings. 

Tiie  second  member  of  the  little  paragraph  which  we 
have  taken  for  our  text,  shall  now  be  noticed.  We 
agree  that  the  power  of  tlie  bank  is  too  great>— we  have 
ALWATS  SAID  SO,  It  is  uo  argument  in  favor  of  such 
power,  that  it  has  not  been  abused  since  tiic  reformation 
of  the  bank,  or  presidency  of  Mr.  JBiddle.  And  yet  that 
power  seems  now  necessary,  even  to  prevent  a  stoppage 
of  specie  payments,  seeing  that  a  nexv  porver  has  appear- 
ed by  whicVi  the  president  of  the  United  States  may 
transfer  the  public  moneys  into  his  own  cellar  at  the 
*'Hermitage,"  if  he  pleases,  or  place  them  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  whomsoever  he  will| — nor  does  that  power 
stop  here;  the  lieads  of  one  of  the  departments,  on  his 
own  authority,  has  borrowed  large  sums  of  money:  and 
this  executive  power  cuts  both  ways,  on  cash  and  credit^ 
like  a  two-edged  sword.  But  with  a  bank  paper  cur- 
rency settled  upon  us — without  a  hope  of  relieving  our- 
selves of  it,  even  if  "necessary  or  proper,"  except  in  a 
wild  revolution  of  the  stite  of  society,  in  all  its  branches 
or   pursuits,  high    or  low,  rich    or  poor,  and    a  general 

bankruptcy   and   general   ruin, it  seems  agreed  that 

there  should  be  some  establishment  which  has  power, 
and,  for  its  otvn  interest,  the  will,  to  keep  up  and  pre- 
serve a  sound  and  wholesome,  and  uniform  currency, 
s.iich  as  the  baiik  of  the  United  States  has  afforded  ever 
since  its  reformation.  The  state  banks  can^not  obtain 
such  /)07t/er-— they  cai^:?«^ot  possess  such  •will — ^ou  they 

HAVE   NO     COMMUNITY   OF     INTERESTS,    EACH     BEIN&   GO- 

TERNED  BY  VIEWS  OF  ITS  0  WN.  §  It  IS  impossible  that  it 
should  be  otherwise,  unless  in  some  singular  interposi- 
tion of  Divine  Providence  to  do  away  conflicting-  in- 
terests. A  bank  of  the  United  States  can  have  only  one 
interest;  and  that  is  to  establish  an  uniform  currency,  as 
nearly  as  practicable — such  a  currency  as  ive  ivere  bless^- 
ed  -with  a  few  months  ago.  The  question  then  occurs — 
shall  we  renew  the  present  charter  under  certain  modifi- 
cations, or  make  a  new  bank?  When  the  "throes  and 
convulsions"  which  attended  the  institution  of  this  bank 
are  recollected,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  loss  for  an 
answer!  It  is  a  "matter  of  moonshine"  to  the  people, 
at  large,  who  holds  the  stock,  uidess  held  by  foreigners, 
with  power  to  control  the  management  of  the  bank.  The 
JVew  York,  Pemisyl-vania  and  Ohio  canals,  lose  no  part 
of  their  usefulness  because  that  a  large  part  of  the  stocks 
issued  to  make  them,  are  held  in  Europe  !|1     So  with  a 

|To  this  extent  the  power  claimed  undoubtedly  goes.  The 
president  has  removed  the  deposites  on  liis  own  responsibility — 
he  holds  in  reserve  the  power  of  the  veto  to  check  the  aetion  of 
congress;  and,  unless,  by  a  new  law,  to  be  passed  by  two  tiiirds 
of  both  houses,  the  deposites  shall  be  declared  •permaner.t  \n 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  se- 
cond removal,  even  if  for  any  reason  they  should  now  be  re- 
stored—for he  has  the  appointment  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

It  is  not  meant  to  be  insinuated,  that  the  president  will  send, 
or  has  a  willingness  to  send,  the  public  moneys  to  his  own 
house  in  Tennessee — but  with  the  use  of  the  veto  power,  during 
the  session  of  a  congress,  of  that  of  appointing  a  secretary  of 
the  treasury  in  the  recess,  he  may  do  it,  if  he  pleases,  no 
one  will  d«ny,  after  what  has  happened.  We  challenge  Mr. 
Ritchie  to  the  de7iial.  Let  the  "veteran"  come  forth,  if  he 
dares!  '■^Ohsta  principiis,'^  for  ever!  We  should  like  also  to 
hear  that  gentleman  on  Mr.  Barry's  borrowings  of  money! 

§We  do  not  mean  to  prefer  any  complaint  against  the  deposite 
banks,  or  the  stale  banks,  generally,  in  this  remark.  Many  of 
them  are  faithfully  and  ably  condilcted,  with  liberal  views  and 
undoubted  patriotism.  The  natural  power  of  their  establish- 
ment is  only  referred  to,  and  deemed  totally  incompetent  to  the 
lofty  purposes  desired — and  which  are  as  infpurtant  to  them- 
selves as  to  individuals. 

llTbe  proportion  of  the  people  who  hold  stock  in  banks,  nu- 
merous aa  they  are,  great  or  small,  is  not  as  one  to  one  thou- 
sand: and,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  *-^ovver"  of  evefy 


bank.  It  would  be  best  that  its  whole  capital  should  bei 
American,  that  tlse  dividends  upon  it  might  be  kept  at 
honu:*, — and  so  it  would  necessarily  be,  if  money  was  less 
valuable  in  the  U.  Slates  than  in  Europe.  But  money 
seeks  its  best  market,  tlie  same  as  flour,  cotton  or  to- 
bacco, and  will  be  traiisferred  to  those  places  where  it 
obtains  the  highest  profit.  And  what  is  the  capital  of 
this  banki*' — 'What  its  relation  with  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  property  and  productions  of  the  people  of  the  U. 
States?  It  is  as  a  di'op  in  the  bucket.  Our  «?m7«z^ produc- 
tions are  equal  to  from  1,200  to  1,500  millions  of  dollar.^;! 
the  interest,  or  profit  on  ihe  whole  capital  of  the  bank,  is 
less  than  three  millions  a  yeai";  not  equal  to  die  atuiually 
created  \2L\\Mt  of  buttons,  combs,  mouse  traps  and  wooden 
clocks,  with  hob  nails,  made  in  New  England!  All  that 
the  people  want  is  a  wholesome  ciiri-ency.  To  amend, 
rather  than  to  buildup  anew,  is  the  purpose  that  should 
be  considered,  by  all  who  doubt  not  the  power  of  con- 
gress to  regulate  the  currency.  We  do  not  wish  to  in^ 
crease  the  bi'ced  of  hyena-like  speculators,  and  jobbers 
and  gamblers.  The  morals  of  society  are  outraged,  and 
the  best  interes-ts  of  the  nation  disregarded,  by  these, 
whether  located  in  Wall  street.  New  York,  or  within  the 
treasury  of  the  U.  States,  at  Washington,  or  its  precincts, 
for  all  these,  as  Madagascar  bats  are  said  to  do,  will  fan 
their  sleeping  victims  while  feeding  on  their  blood! 
They  are  the  real  vampyres,  whether  "bulls"  ot  "bears" 
or  "lame  ducks"' — to  over-reach  and,  by  any  means,  ob- 
tain advantages  over  others,  being  the  common  object  of 
all;  and  each  will  even  make  a  prey  of  his  fellow  knave, 
if  he  can. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  a  reform  in  the  charter  of  the 
present  bank  would  appear  to  be  the  most  prudeiit  and 
safe  expedient.  If  the  capital  is  too  large,  reduce  it — * 
if  too  small,  increase  it — if  its  power  is  too  gi^eat,  re- 
strain it;  but  let  the  means  exist  to  keep  up  an  uniform 
currency,  and  carry  on  the  domestic  exchanges.  These 
are  primary  purposes,  and  of  immense  and  rapidly  in-» 
creasing  importance.  The  bill  which  passed  both  houses, 
of  congress  and  was  veto-ed  by  president  Jackson,  we 
think,  steered  as  nearly  between  the  extremes,  the  Scylla 
and  Charybdis,  of  the  question,  as,  perhaps,  was  practica- 
ble, in  rendering  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  payable  any  where,  receivable  in  all  settlements 
with  local  banks,  and  thus  answering  every  purpose  of  d 
specie  circulation,  so  long  as  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
should  redeem  its  own  notes  with  specie — for  the  local 
banks  then  would  gladly  give  their  own  notes  in  exchange 
for  those  of  the  national  bank;  and  thus  a  tridy  unifornl 
currency  might  be  brought  about.  AVhat  more  is  desir- 
ed? And  if  only  this  had  been  the  case,  there  would  have 
been  a  much  softened  complaint  about  the  power  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States;  for  it  could  not,  in  any  possi- 
bility, be  felt  by  a  prudently  and  honestly  managed  lo- 
cal banks:  and  it  would  rather  have  become  the  medium 
of  exchanges  than  of  issues — and  its  profits  be  mainly 
deriva))le  from  the  discount  of  inland  bills,  to  and  from^ 
different  places,  at  reasonable  rates.  And  thus  its  power' 
to  do  harm,  if  so  disposed,  might  be  essentially  checked, 
without  a  diminution  of  its  means  to  do  good — to  pro- 
mote the  "general  welfare,"  and  yield  a  fair  intet^est  oti 
its  capital.  But  the  state  banks,  in  any  and  every  event, 
must  expect  to  pay  their  own  debts!  If  they  issue  from 
10  to  20  dollars  in  paper,  for  every  dollar  of  silver  or" 
other  specie  funds  that  they  hold,  they  ought  to  be  broken 
up  at  once,  if  not  redeeming  their  notes,  on  demand,  as 
promised.  These  banks^  if  decently  conducted,  mighi 
supply  local  currencies,  with  mutual  advantage  to  the 
public  and  themselves — but  exchanges  cannot  be  either 
uniform  or  wholesome,  if  committed  to  them.  At  this 
moment,  as  good  bank  notes  [at  home]  as  any  that  issue 

bank  is  gathered  into  the  hands  of  two  of  three  persons,  in  a 
short  period  of  years,  though  the  stock,  when  first  taken,  may 
have  been  broadly  distributed.  This  is  the  truth.  There  iS 
hardly  a  bank  in  the  [Jniled  States,  the  powef  of  which  is  not 
centered  in  a  few  persons,  and  generally  so  yielded  becaust? 
that  the  rest  of  the  stockholders  are  satisfied  with  their  pro- 
ceedings. Such  is  the  very  nature  ofall  moneyed  associations, 
and  unalterable  in  practice,  though  it  may  seem  otherwise  in 
theory;  and  so  it  should  be.  One  of  the  greatest  of  follies  is  to 
cry  out  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  "monopoly," 
&c.  Every  bank  is  a  monopoly  in  the  same  meaning  of  tiis 
word — and  in  ail  its  operations. 
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in  Baltimore,  are  at  from  7^  to  10  per  cent,  discount; 
and  others  in  our  vicinity  range  from  1  to  2 — 'or  eqnal  to 
the  legal  interest  of  two  or  four  months.     Each  bank,  if 
not  having  a  different  object,  pursues  a  different  policy; 
and  in  some  of  them,  perhaps,  f/or  such  things  have  been! ) 
plans  are  digested  and  pursued  for  the  purchase  of  their 
own  notes  at  rates  below  par,  by  tbe  deposite  of  accepta- 
ble funds  at  distant  places.     It  is  much  suspected  that 
some  of  the  democrats,  at  Washington,  are  carrying  on 
this  business,  at  the  present  time — and,  from  other  quar- 
ters, there  have  been  strangely /brcec/  circulations  of  cer- 
tain favored  bank  notes,  and  prompt  purchases  made  of 
them!    The  interest  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  would 
stand  opposed  to  such  filthy  proceedings — and  herein  is 
the  best  guaranty  that  can   be  offered.     It  is  the  interest 
of  all  banks  to  keep  out  their  notes;  and  so  it  is  now,  that 
bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  seem  much  scarcer 
than  usual,  though  their  "circulation"  is  almost  twenty 
millions!     There  is  a  very  simple  reason  for  this — every 
one  knows  that  they  have  a  fixed  value  from  Eastport  to 
Nachitoches — from    the    shores    of  the   Atlantic  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  perhaps,  to  the  Pacific — and  they  are 
laid  aside,  as  moneys  as  persons  hoard  gold  and  silver; 
and  when  money  is  paid  on  account  of  debts,  what  deal- 
er lias  not  observed  a  holding  back  of  the  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  until  it  was  necessary  to  bring  them 
out  of  the  retired  part  of  a  man's  pocket  book?     And  in 
very  many  instances,  during  the  northern  excursion  of 
the  editor  of  this  paper,  which  ended  at  Quebec,  it  was 
amusing  to  observe  with  what  earnestness  persons  held 
on  to  "Uncle  Sam's  paper,"  and  took  care  to  rid  them- 
selves of  the  local  currencies  as  soon  as  they  could.     A 
bank  should  and  mii«thave  power  to  create  such  prefer- 
ences— aiid  the  safety  is,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  a  nation- 
al bank  to  maintain  thera.     It  is  freely  admitted,  for  we 
do  not  wish  to  disguise  or  suppress  any  thing,  that  this 
preference  may  have  been  partly  owing  to  the  fact,  that 
the  notes  of  this  bank  are  every  where  receivable  for 
debts  due  the  United  States;  but  how  is  it  that  those  of 
the  late  deposite  bank  in  Virginia  were  not  receivable  at 
the  deposite  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and 
that  those  of  the  deposite  bank  at  New  Orleans,  (in  either 
city),  must  be  sold,  at  7  or  8  per  cent,  discount,  to  pay  a 
bond  due  to  the  U.  States,  if  actually  received,  at  New 
Orleans  on  account  of  a  debt  due  by  the  United  States? 
The  local  banks,  though  aided  by  the  whole  power  of 
"the  government, "cannot  establish  an  uniform  currency". 
Specie,  itself,  isnot  really  one,  because  of  the  cost  and  risk 
of  transportations.    In  1832,  the  exchanges  of  tbe  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  offices,  with  distant  or  different 
places,  amounted  to  241  millions,  which  cost  the  people 
less  than  one-eleventh  of  one  per  cent.     And,  let  what  be 
said  that  may — the  bank,  or  a  bank,  to  be  useful,  we  re- 
peat it,  tnust  have  power  to  preserve  itself  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  operations.    The  state  bank's  have  it  not, 
nor  can  they  be  invested  with  it.   They  may  transfer /)7i6- 
lic  moneys  as  required,  in  most  cases,  perhaps;  but  can- 
not touch  the  many  times  more  important  private  ex- 
changes ^  in  a  general  way,  while  specie  remains  the  basis 
of  the  ctirrency,  and  their  notes  are  payable  on  demand. 
tVe  think  that  this  must  be  admitted  by  every  thinking 
man.     A  freedom  of  circulation,  and  a  sound  currency, 
is  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  prosperity,  and  the 
present  mighty  interchanges  between  the  difi'erent  parts 
of  the  union,  cannot  be  carried  on  without  it. 

To  conclude— some  "distinguished"  individuals  who 
could  not,  or  would  not,  pay  their  debts,  and  felt  it  cmi- 
venient  to  settle  them  by  acts  of  insolvency  and  so  forth, 
are  of  those  who  most  severely  speak  of  the  dangerous 
power  of  the  bank— because,  perhaps,  it  compelled  them 
to  pay  some  5  or  10  cents  in  the  dollar  of  their  debts, 
which  they  would  rather  have  retained  for  personal  ac- 
commodation and  use — and  it  was  "aristocratic"  to  de- 
prive them  of  it!  But  who  of  the  productive  classes  has 
any  complaint  to  make  against  the  bank?  Its  notes  pass 
every  where,  and  on  all  occasions,  for  money,  at  par  with 
silver  dollars — yet  how  many  tens  of  thousands  of  work- 
ing people  have  been  virtually  defrauded  of  a  part  of  their 
just  earnings,  in  depreciated  paper  forced  upon  them,  in 
various  ways?  These,  in  general,  nave  no  other  interest 
ifl  banks  than  as  they  supply  a  sound  currency,  but  such 
if  th«  wxtent  of  party  diseipUi>e  and  the  ftrver  of  party  j 


zeal,  that  some,  who  are  nearly  suffering  for  bread,  on  ac- 
count of  the  lack  of  employment,  stand  ready  to  testify 
that  there  is  no  pressure  on  the  money  market!  And, 
though  it  seems  generally  believed,  that,  if  the  present 
severe  operations  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  had 
been  foreseen  and  appreciated,  they  xvould  not  have  been 
removed — ^yet  the  removal  is  supported  out  of  personal 
and  party  views,  and  many  regard  the  matter  as  a  mere 
contest  between  president  Jackson  and  president  JSiddle 
— ihe  public  -welfare  being  altogether  lost  sight  of. 

3c|=*The  preceding  was  prepared  for  last  week's  Regis- 
TKR.  Many  things  have  happened  since  that  might  have 
been  noticed  or  referred  to;  but  the  article  is  rather  long 
already.  We  have  a  very  interesting  statement,  from 
the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  on  the  depreciated  va- 
lue of  stocks,  and  the  appreciated  value  of  money,  and 
would  give  it,  if  room  could  be  well  made  for  it.  Even 
the  stocks  of  the  deposite  banks  have  suffered — 4  shares, 
1  in  each  of  these  in  New  York,  were  worth  496  dollars 
Sept.  28,  1833,  but  only  462  dollars  on  the  17th  instant, 
shewing  an  average  decline  of  seven  per  cent,  instead  of 
an  advance  as  was  expected  in  consequence  of  being  se- 
lected to  hold  the  public  money. 

A  petition,  of  the  merchants  and  dealers,  to  congress, 
placed  at  the  New  Yoi-k  Exchange,  praying  for  a  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites,  has  been  already  signed  by  thou- 
sands. 

We  have  appalling  accounts  from  the  east  and  west. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK. 
From  tke  National  Gazette,  Jan.  11. 
We  learn  that  the  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  was  highly 
satisfactory,  and  furnishes  new  grounds  of  confidence  in  ihe 
strength  and  resources  of  that  great  institution.     It  seems — 
That  the  nett  profits  of  the  last  six  months,  were  $^1,501,199  21 
From  which,  deducting  the  dividend  of  3i  per  cent.  1,225,000  00 


There  remains  a  surplus  of  profit,  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  half  year,  amounting  to  276,199  21 
We  learn,  moreover,  that  the  reserved  funds  of  the  bank  are 

as  follows: 

For  several  years  past  a  contingent  fund  to  repair 
all  the  losses  of  the  bank,  has  been  accumulat- 
ing, till  it  has  reached  the  sum  of  ^5,638,688  60 

The  total  of  these  losses  is  ascer- 
tained, by  rigorous  examination, 
to  amount  to  5,494,376  22 


Leaving  a  surplus  of 

The  banking  house  cost  originally    ^1,220,149  51 

There  has  been  appropriated  out  of 
the  earnings  of  the  bank — a  sink- 
ing fund,  to  extinguish  this  cost — 
whrch  now  amounts  to  976,199  59 


$144,312  38 


Leaving  the  present  cost  at  244,029  92 

Being  20  per  cent,  of  the  original  cost. 
The  estimated  value  of  these  build- 


ings, in  January,  1834,  is 
Their  present  reduced  cost 


$914,445  08 
244,029  92 


670,415  16 


Leaving  a  surplus  of 

To  this  is  to  be  added  the  amount  of  the  profits, 
undivided  and  disposable — forming  the  balance 
of  the  profit  and  loss  account— which  is  3,152,877  78 

Making  a  total  of  $3,967,605  39 

being  upwards  of  eleven  per  cent,  on  the  capital. 

We  understand,  besides,  that  the  following  is  the  result  of  the 
operations  of  the  bank,  for  the  last  three  months,  tince  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites: 

The  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and  the  pres- 
sure which  makes  individuals  use  their  depo- 
sites, have  occasioned  a  withdrawal  trom  the 
bank,  since  the  1st  of  October,  of  $6,911,922  67 

Thus  these  deposites  were — 

On  the  1st  of  October  $17,877,298  36 

On  the  1st  of  January  10,965,375  69 

In  the  same  space  the  loans  of  every 
description — local   loans  and  do- 
mestic bills — have  been  reduced 
as  follows: 
October  1st,  $60,094,202  93 

January  1st,  54,911,461  70 

5,182,741  23 


So  that  the  actual  reduction  of  tbe  business  of  the 
bank  has  been  less  by  $1,729,184  44 

than  the  luniB  uetuuUy  withdrawn  from  it. 
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Sdtiring  the  same  period  the  specie  was, 
On  the  1st  of  October 
Ott  the  1st  of  January 

A  diminution  of 
The  notes  in  circulation  were — 
On  the  1st  of  October 
On  the  1st  of  January 


10,663,441  51 
lU,03l,v>37  72 


632,203  79 

19,128,189  57 
19,208,379  90 


An  increase  of  $80,190  33 

Such  is  the  condition  of  that  institution,  which  the  agent  of 
the  president,  Mr.  Kendall,  so  recently  described  as  ''areptile 
beneath  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  he  {the 
secretary)  could  crush  at  will — ivhich  existed  only  by  his  forbear- 
ance, and  towards  which  great  forbearance  was  required  to  save  it 
from  destruction."  Tliere  lias  been  a  transfer  of  forbearance,  as 
well  as  of  the  deposites.  All  that  the  secretary  could  do  to  crush 
the  institution,  he  has  attempted;  and,  nevertheless,  see  what 
it  still  is — what  stamina  it  retains!  How  sagacious  and  prophe- 
tic the  agent — how  powerful  and  merciful  tlie  secretary — how 
fortunate  for  the  country  their  joint  "foresight  and  energy!" 
They  have  contributed  to  verify  their  wonderful  predictions; 
have  secured  the  public  revenue — fixed  and  equalized  the  cur- 
rency; made  money  exuberant;  filled  all  the  channels  of  circu- 
lation, und  created  a  brood  of  national  banks,  inexhaustible  in 
specie  and  credit! 

MiNiMUMS  OK  COTTON  GOODS.  We  give  the  two  fol- 
lowing articles  "by  way  of  memorandum." 

From  the  JV.  Y.  Evening  Post — Some  fault  has  been 
found  with  the  construction  put  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment on  the  act  of  last  winter  for  the  gradual  reduction 
of  duties.  The  department  takes  it  for  granted  that  con- 
gress, in  passing  titat  act,  intended  ultimately  to  reduce 
the  duties  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  actual  and  just  value  of 
imported  merchandise.  There  is  no  ambiguity  about 
these  provisions.  If  a  fictitious  value,  higher  than  the 
real  value,  is  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  computation  at  the 
custom  house,  it  is  evident  that  the  country  M'ill  never 
have  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  intended.  J\ir.  JMcLane^ 
therefore^  in  his  circjilar  of  the  20th  of  April  last,  directed 
the  duties  to  be  computed,  not  upon  the  minimum  values, 
ivhich  are  a  falsehood  in  themselves,  and  a  trick  to  make 
the  duties  higher  in  reality  than  they  are  nominally,  but 
upon  the  actual  value  of  the  merchandise  The  letter  from 
the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  which  we  give  to-day, 
takes  the  same  ground.  By  any  other  construction,  the 
act  would  never  be  carried  into  effect.  What  was  Mr. 
Clay's  meaning  when  he  drew  up  the  bill,  is  of  no  con- 
sequence. 

From  the  U.  S.  Telegraph  of  Jan.  17.  They  do  treat 
the  Post  shamefully!  To  let  it  thus  commit  itself,  and 
not  give  notice  of  the  intention  here  to  change  front,  was 
inexcusable  in  the  party  disciplinarians.  We  can  only 
account  for  it  by  supposing  that  they  thought  the  Post 
had  tact  enough  to  see,  that  the  defeat  in  Virginia  ren- 
dered it  indispensable  to  bnck  out  of  the  determination 
to  destroy  the  minimum  in  1834,  instead  of  waiting  until 
1844.  Our  readers,  we  presume,  are  aware  that,  while 
the  Post  was  defending  and  justifying  the  instructions  of 
the  comptroller,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  in  the  senate,  declar- 
ing, on  the  part  of  the  administration,  that  the  comptrol- 
ler had  made  a  mistake. 

The  Post  must  be  more  cautious  in  future.  It  had 
better  get  up  a  little  black  poney,  to  receive  the  earliest 
ftdvices  of  the  shiftings  and  changes. 

QCl^In  the  remarks  which  we  made  on  the  treasury  in- 
structions in  the  Registkh  of  the  11th  inst.  it  was  said 
*'We  have  heard  that  one  high  in  authority,  and  in  in- 
fluence over  this  question,  has  said,  that  the  minimum 
principle  should  be  destroyed  on  the  1st  January,  1834," 
and  we  believe  that  such  a  determination,  at  one  time, 
was  seriously  entertained.  Is  it  not  a  little  extraordina- 
ry, that  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  founded  his  first 
instructions,  doing  away  the  minimums,  and  also  his  se- 
cond, retaining  them,  on  Mr.  McLane's  circular  of  April 
1833?  The  JPost,  too,  saw  clearl}^  very  clearly,  that  the 
circular  directed  the  first  construction!  The  reason  as- 
signed by  the  "Telegrapli"  for  the  reversal  of  llie  first 
construction,  7nay  be  a  good  one— we  know  nothing  about 
it.  We  have  supposed  that,  if  the  information  above  al- 
luded to  was  correct,  the  new  instructions  may  have  issu- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  extreme  pressure  which  now 
exists  on  the  people,  and  the  effect  which  a  persever- 
ance in  the  determination  suggested  would  have  had,  at 
the  present  "momentous crisis!"    The  "Post"  gives  it 


to  be  understood  that  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  1833,  is 
of  "no  consequence!"  In  courts  of  justice,  and  especial- 
ly in  those  of  equity,  we  believe  that  the  meaning  of  a 
law  is  always  respected,  when  t!ie  words  used  in  it  ad- 
niit  of  matters  of  doubt;  and  so  it  nmst  be  in  every  Ao- 
?iest  proceeding  between  man  and  man. 

Cotton  goods  were  permitted  to  be  landed,  at  New 
York,  in  the  early  part  of  last  week  on  entry  under  the 
erroneous  construction  of  the  comptroller  of  tlie  act  of 
1833 — though  the  naval  officer  refused  to  sign  ti»e  i)er- 
mits;  but  tbis  state  of  things  lasted  only  a  few  days.  We 
suppose  that  measures  were  taken  by  which  the  rightful 
duty  on  such  goods  was  ultimately  secured, 

Massachusetts.  John  Davis  has  been  elected  go- 
vernor of  this  state.  No  choice  being  made  by  the  peo- 
ple; the  house  of  representatives  nominates  two  persons 
to  tlie  senate,  by  which  one  is  chosen.  The  first  vote  in 
the  house  stood  thus— - 

For  Mr.  Davis 327 

Mr.  Morion,  (Jackson) 19^9 

Others  not  candidates 21 

In  the  senate  Mr.  Davis  was  prefeiTed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. The  senate  consists  of  33  national  republicans,  6 
anti-masons  and  1  Jacksonian.  Sevei-al  members  were 
absent.  Mr.  Davis  received  SO  votes,  and  Mr.  Morton 
4 — blanks  3. 

Kentuckt.  The  legislature  of  this  state  met  at 
Frankfort  on  the  31st  ult.  The  senate  was  organized 
without  opposition.  In  the  house  of  representatives 
there  were  16  ballots  for  speaker: 

\st  ballot.       6th.         Uth.         16th. 

Leslie  Combs        34  32  40  38 

R.  B.  New  28  32  32  56 

S.  Williams  10     withdrawn. 

I.  L.  Helm  19  28  22    withdrawn. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Nuttall  also  received  several  votes  on  dif- 
ferent ballots,  being  nominated  previous  to  the  12th  and 
withdrawn  on  the  16th. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Jan.  2.  Mr.  Hunton,  of  Lin- 
coln, rose  and  remarked,  that  he  was  about  to  offer,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  a  resolution,  the  cause  and  object 
of  which  he  would  beg  leave  briefly  to  explain.  It  related  to  a 
matter  of  great  public  concernment — one  in  which  every  citi- 
zen of  this  republic  was  deeply  interested.  The  legislature,  he 
said,  was  thought  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  people's  rights,  and 
especially  of  that  dearest  and  most  sacred  of  all  political  rights 
— the  elective  franchise. 

It  was  known,  he  doubted  not,  to  every  member  of  the  house 
— it  had  gone  forth  to  the  whole  union — that  one  of  the  most 
flagrant  outrages  upon  popular  rights  that  had  ever  occurred 
since  the  organization  of  the  government,  had  been  perpetrated 
in  the  fifth  congressional  district  in  this  state,  in  connexion 
with  the  late  election. 

The  poll-books,  containing  the  voles  of  a  whole  county  in 
that  district,  had  been  withheld.  The  sherifl'of  said  county,  al- 
though present  at  the  counting  and  comparison  of  the  polls, 
having  positively  refused  to  exhibit  them,  or  permit  them  to  be 
counted!  Mr.  H.  would  not  now  stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives 
of  the  parlies  engaged  in  that  affair;  but  the  effect  was,  that  the 
district  was  now  without  a  representative  in  congress,  although 
the  people  had  elected  one. 

His  object  was,  to  mark  the  case  with  the  severest  reprehen- 
sion, in  orderto  prevent  in  future  a  recurrence  of  the  same  sort 
of  management  and  corruption.  He  desired  to  give  a  warjiing 
to  sheriff*  and  deputy  sheriffs,  in  all  time  to  come. 

In  offering  the  proposed  resolution,  he  discarded  all  personal 
or  party  considerations;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to 
hiing  this  subject  promptly  before  the  legislature,  because  he 
happened  to  come  from  the  district  where  the  foul  deed  was 
done;  and  because,  too,  he  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  ilie  re- 
presentatives here  of  the  county,  whose  citizens  were  disfran- 
chised, and  whose  votes  were  pocketed  by  a  deputy  sheriff. 

He  concluded  by  observing,  that  it  remained  to  be  seen,  by 
the  vote  upon  this  siibject,  who  were  for  the  people,  and  uhg 
for  the  deputy  sheriffs. 

He  then  presented  the  following  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  courts  of  justice  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill,  providing  that  any  sheriff,  op  deputy 
sheriff,  their  aiders  or  abettors,  who  shall  wilfully  withhold  the 
poll  books  of  his  county  of  the  election  of  any  officer,  whose 
election  is  by  law  required  to  be  made  by  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth,  or  refuse  te  permit  the  same  to  be  counted 
agreeably  to  law,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  felo- 
ny, and  subjecting  any  such  sheriff  or  deputy  sheriff  to  confine- 
ment in  the  jail  and  penitentiary  of  thi§  commonwealth,  for  a 
term  of  — — ^  years. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  report  a  bill  to  amend 
the  general  law  regulating  elections." 
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These  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  following  vote — Yeas 
§7,  nays  9. 

The  foilowin?  bill  in  relation  to  the  improper  conduct  of  she- 
riffs, in  vvithUording  their  poll  books,  &c.  liad  been  reported  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading  in  the  house  of  represeiitalives,  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice. 
f^  bill,  to  amend  the  penal  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  the 

better  to  secure  and  guard  the  right  oj  sujfruge  and  freedom  of 

electioiis  therein. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwenUh  of 
Kentucky,  That  if  any  sheriff,  deputy  f^beriff,  or  otber  officer, 
fvhose  .duty  it  shall  be,  by  law,  to  attend  at  any  time  and  [)!ace 
prescribed  by  law  for  the  faithful  comparison  of  the  polls  given 
at  any  election  held  within  this  coinnionvvealth,  under,  and  by 
authority  of  law,  for  the  election  by  the  people,  of  a  member  of 
congress,  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state,  mem- 
])ers  of  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  electors  of  president 
jund  vice  president,  or  for  amy  other  officer,  or  officers,  whose 
election  is  prescribed  or  authorised  by  law,  shall  vviifully  and 
fraudulently  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  by  law,  for 
the  meeting  of  the  sheriffs,  for  such  purpose,  with  intent  to 
defeat  such  election,  and  to  prevent  the  computation  of  the 
yotes  given  by  the  people  in  his  county,  town,  city,  precinct  or 
districi,or,  if  he  shall,  with  like  intentand  purpose,  fraudulently 
withhold  his  poll  books  and  refuse  to  permit  a  count  and  com- 
parison of  the  same,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony;  and  upon  conviction  thereof, 
Jiefore  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  tlie  offence,  shall  un- 
llergo  a  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  of  this 
g,tate,  Ibv  a  term   not  less  than  nor  exceeding 

yearsj  and,  moreover,  shall  be  forever  disqualified 
from  voting  at  any  election  within  this  commonwealth. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  sball  coun 
sel,  advise,  aid  or  assist  the  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  or  other  of- 
ficer, to  commit  either-  of  the  offences,  declared  and  prescribed 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act.  he  shall  in  like  manner  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any 
cou°rl  having  juriddiciion  of  the  same,  shall  suffer  and  undergo 
the  same  punishment  and  disability,  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
Ijrst  section  of  this  act. 

"BiiiTiSH  West  Inbies.  The  Jamaica  Royal  Gazette  of 
December  l4th  contains  an  account  of  the  prorogation  of 
the  legislatm^e  of  that  colony,  after  passing  an  act  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  its  inhabitants,  entitled  "an  act  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  island,  in  consideration  ot 
competisation,  and  for  promoting  the  industry  of  ihe  ma- 
numitted slaves,  and  to  declare  the  act  of  52d  George 
III,  cap.  155,  in  force  in  this  island." 

The  same  paper  mentions  that  admiral  Mackau,  with 
a  considerable  s(iuadron  of  naval  ships,  was  ahout  to  ob- 
tain ample  satisfaction  for  the  insult  given  to  the  French 
consul  at  Carthagena. 


MISCELLANEOUS   ITEMS. 

The  other  day,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  fall  of  snow, 
the  mail  car  arrived  from  Frederick,  60  miles,  on  the 
rail  road,  in  six  hours;  hut  on  llie  same  day,  passengers 
In  one  of  the  stages  from  Washington,  were  sixteen  hours 
on  the  road — distance  36  miles. 

A  British  brig,  laden  with  flour,  was  cut  through  by 
4he  ice  and  sunk,  about  a  week  sioce,  near  Urbanna,  Vir- 
ginia,, 

On  the  10th  inst.  in  the  senate  of  Ohio  certain  proceed-: 
ino-s  were  had  in  which  Dr.  Duncan  rose  under  an  ex- 
eitement  to  reply  to  Mr.  Anthony,  for  some  expressions 
Aised  by  the  latter,  hut  was  rudely  interrupted  by  Mr. 
Ellsbury,by  a  noise  made  on  his  table;  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, an  explanation  was  demanded  of  E.  and  not  given, 
.^vhea  Duncan  collared  him  and  whirled  him  on  the  floor. 
They  were  parted;  but  soon  after  Ellsbury  attacked  D. 

with  a  knife,  saying  he  would   "kill  the  d d  rascal," 

and  inflicted  three  severe  wounds  upon  him,  and  he  was 
%2ksii  away  to  have  them  dressed.  This  is  "war  to  the 
knife  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt,"  as  several  times  mention^ 
ed  by  a  member  oi  another  senate. 

The  iTiilitary  companies  at  Ilagerstown  have  been  call- 
.ed  upon  to  suppress  a  dreadful  riot  on  the  litie  of  the 
lOhcsapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  "The  contest  is  between 
iwo  parties  of  the  canallers,  and  'tis  said  that  the  aggres- 
sors were  well  armed,  ai\d  ahout  two  hundrexl  in  number. 
Serious  fears  were  entertained  tliat  they  wovdd  de- 
stroy tlie  works.  The  cause  of  the  outrage  is  supposed 
to  be  some  dissatisfaction  about  their  pay.  Several  per- 
sons (Irish),  had  been  killed  when  the  express  came  in." 

Col.  William  Polk  died,  on  the  14th  inst.  in  the  76th 
srear  of  his  age,  at  Raleigh,  N.   C.     He  was  iu  service 


during  nearly  the  whole  period  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  present  at  many  of  the  chief  battles;  and  the  sole 
surviving  field  ofiicer  of  the  Nortli  Carolina  line,  at  the 
time  of  his  d(^cease. 

The  British  government  schooner  Nimble  has  cap- 
tured, oftth.e  coast  of  Cuba,  two  vessels  loaded  with  se- 
ven hundred  slaves! 

We  have  many  accounts  of  revolutions  and  counter-re- 
volutions, and  of  insurrections  and  rebellions  in  the  states 
of  South  Anierica,  attended  with  heavy  losses  of  life  and 
destructioii  of  property.  These  people  seem  to  have 
gained  but  little,  in  being  relieved  of  the  dominion  of 
Sj)ain,  to  be  subjected  to  the  dominion  of  their  own  gene- 
rals. It  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  with  us  which 
of  tliese  plays  the  tyraist,  for  the  time  being,  while  the 
people  are  foois  enough  to  submit  themselves  to  military 
rule. 

The  legislature  of  Nortli  Carolina,  at  its  late  session, 
incorporated  several  rail  r.oad  and  other  improvement 
companies — but  took  no  part  in  any  of  the  stocks. 

One  or  two  steamboats  have  lately  exploded,  and  kill- 
ed many,  persotis,  on  the  western  waters.  The  engineers, 
we  are  glad  to  observe,  were  among  the  sufferers.  They 
should  always,  however,  be  the  last  killed-^that  they 
may  see  and  feel  tlie  misery  caused  by  their  fool  hardi- 
ness or  want  of  fidelity. 

The  income  derived  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia  from 
the  Girard  estate' is  $64,000,  and  by  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent year  is  expected  to  reach  $80,000. 

Some  "reforms"  alias  the  turning  out  of  ofiicers,  are 
said  to  b.ave  taken  place  at  Washington,  in  the  persons 
of  the  marshal,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  public  build- 
ings. The  first,  col.  ^shton  has  no  possible  right  to 
complain  of  "reform"' — 'but  the  second,  Mr.  Efgar,  (a 
gentleman  who  has  attended  only  to  his  own  business), 
might,  we  think,  have  been  spared,  until  the  services  of  a 
superintendent  were  dispensed  with.  We  have  heard  per- 
sons high  in  authority,  and  influence,  say,  that  he  was  "iAe 
best  ofllcer"  in  the  public  service. 

Eleven  assassinations  took  place  in  the  city  of  Havana 
and  its  suburbs,  in  one  night,  just  before  the  Christmas 
holydays.  One  of  the  number  was  an  officer  attached  to 
the  department  of  marine,  who  was  walking  in  company 
with  his  wife  at  the  moment  of  his  assassination.  The 
governor  ofi'ered  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  the 
assassins,  and  they  had  in  consequence  been  arrested. 
This  is  stated  to  have  been  the_;x?'s^  time  such  a  step  had 
been  taken  by  the  authorities  of  Cuba  in  a  similar  case! 

Ten  thousand  dollars  damages  have  been  awarded  in 
a  case  of  sechiction,  at  New  York;  but  if  the  following 
account  of  the  case,  from  the  JVew  York  American,  re- 
presents the  matter  fairly,  ten  cents  would  seem  to  have 
been  a  moi'e  just  one: 

"In  a  case  of  seduction  tried  during  the  past  week, 
between  Burivell  Beits,  father  of  Sarah  Belts,  plaintiff*, 
and  Oliver  Coles,  defendant,  in  the  superior  court  of  this 
city,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  ten  thousand  dollars  against 
the  defendant— a  verdict  than  which,  if  the  report  of  the 
case  published  in  this  morning's  Courier  be  at  all  accu- 
rate— one  more  unjust,  and  unsustained  by  evidence,  was 
never  pronounced.  The  party  injured  was,  it  appears, 
24  years  of  age,  had  been  duly  warned  of  her  danger,  yet 
continued  to  admit  the  addresses  of  the  alleged  seducer, 
and  was  content  to  live  with  him  in  a  state  of  concubinage 
for  six  years — and  it  was  only  when  this  disgraceful  con- 
nection was  broken  oft'  by  the  defendant,  that  the  father 
of  the  woman  brought  this  suit.  All  this  savors  much 
more  of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  than  of  the  spirit  of  in- 
jured innocence,  or  virtuous  indignation,  or  humble  con- 
trition." 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  London  and  Liverpool  papers  to  the  25th  and  26t^  Novem- 
ber, both  inclusive. 


GREAT  BRrrAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

The  assessed  taxes,  it  is  stated,  are  to  be  repealed,  and  a  tax 
upon  foreign  wines  and  gas  lights  to  be  substituted.  Extensive 
forgeries  had  been  committed  in  Dublin  by  John  Scott  Vanda- 
leur,  upon  the  bank  of  England,  Limerick  branches,  and  some 
Dublin  bankers.  The  cholera  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  Ireland.    Mr.  O'Connell  was  continuing  his  agitations. 
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PORTPGAL. 

Don  Pedro  liad  released  gen.  sir  James  Campbell  from  prison, 
on  condition  that  he  would  return  to  England.  Tlie  pope  has 
recognised  Donna  Maria  the  second,  as  queen  of  Portugal.  He 
lately,  and  with  great  severity,  denounced  certain  proceedings 
of  her  fallrer,  the  regent.  Miguel's  army  yet  remained  not  far 
from  Lisbon;  but  where  he  was,  is  not  stated. 

SPAIN. 

The  queen's  army  had  been  successful  in  several  affairs,  and 
she  had  intimated  to  Louis  Phillippe  that  she  would  be  able  to 
put  down  the  rebels  without  foreign  aid.  But  Spain  is  in  an 
awful  state  of  civil  war,  in  many  of  her   provinces. 

HOLLAND    AND    BELGIUM. 

The  negotiations  between  these  two  powers  relative  to  the 
garrison  of  Maes-tricht,  and  the  navigation  of  the  Meuse^  are  at 
length  terminated  by  the  formation  of  a  convention. 

PRANCE. 

A  rupture  is  said  to  have  taken  place  between  France  and 
Sweden,  the  consequence  of  which  has  been  the  withdrawal 
of  ministers  respectively.  The  cause  of  the  rupture  is  stated  to 
arise  from  tlie  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Louis  Phillippe,  to  suspend 
the  performance  of  Gustave,ou  le  Bal  Masque,  and  the  Camarde 
au  Lit,  which  were  being  represented  in  Paris! 

TURKEY    AND    EGYPT. 

Serious  disaffections  prevail  in  both  these  countries.  In  the 
capital  of  the  former  a  conspiracy  has  been  discovered,  having 
for  its  object  the  placing  Ibrahim  pacha  on  the  sultan's  throne. 
In  the  latter,  Ibrahim  has  had  to  apply  the  strong  arm  of  the 
niililary  to  suppress  the  spirit  of  rebellion.  A  Turkish  regiment 
which  was  in  the  service  of  the  pacha,  had  revolted,  seized  the 
pacha's  ships,  and  the  money  in  the  public  coffers,  and  proceed- 
ed down  the  Red  Sea,  and  occupied  some  towns  belonging  to 
Mocha, 

POLAND. 

The  fate  of  this  brave  people  is,  we  fear,  fixed  for  the  present, 
Russia,  Austria  and  Prussia  having  signed  an  offensive  and  de- 
fensive treaty  respecting  Poland,  each  party  being  bound  to  fur- . 
nish  35,000  men  to  put  down  any  revolt. 
—»•••♦©  @  g><«"' 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  17.  After  the  usual  morning  business,  as  to  private 
claims  and  local  matters — 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Cray's  resolu 
tion,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
time  of  payment  of  merchant's  bonds  for  duties,  &c.  when 

Mr,  Poindexter  offered  his  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Benton  also  made  some  observations;  when 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  was  certainly  opposed  to  troubling  the 
senate,  at  this  lime;  but,  as  he  wished  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  subject,  and  felt  a  reluctance  to  delay  the  discussion  on 
the  general  question,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  subject,  for  the 
present,  on  the  table.  Not  being  perfectly  prepared,  at  this 
time,  to  enter  into  the  debate,  he  hoped  his  motion  for  a  post 
ponement  would  prevail;  with  the  understanding,  however,  that 
the  subject  should  be  called  up  to  morrow,  or  on  Monday,  with 
a  view  to  a  final  disposal  of  it. 

Mr.  CZay  assented  to  the  proposition,  on  the  condition  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  not  delayed  longer 
than  Monday.  He  hop6d,  then,  that  a  final  question  would  be 
taken  on  it. 

Mr.  tVebster's  motion  was  then  carried,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewj^g,  it  was  ordered.  That  when  the  se- 
.  nate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to'mcet  on  Monday. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order;  when 

Mr.  Rives  addressed  the  senate,  in  defence  of  the  act  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  removing  the  deposites,  and  conti- 
nued to  speak  until  a  quarter  before  5,  when,  having  concluded 
his  remarks, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eiving,  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  20.     After  some  minor  business — 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  rose  to  give  notice  that  circumstances 
existed  which  would  prevent  his  moving  to  go  into  the  conside- 
ration of  executive  business  to  day.  He  would,  however,  make 
a  motion  to  that  effect  to-morrow.  While  up,  he  would  take 
that  opportunity  to  correct  an  unfounded  statement,  which  had 
appeared  in  a  morning  paper  of  this  city,  respecting  the  business 
said  to  be  pending  before  the  senate— a  statement,  he  said,  un- 
founded both  in  law  and  in  fact.  The  government  directors  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  he  said,  were  still  in  office,  and 
would  hold  over  their  appointments  until  new  ones  were  made. 

Mr.  W.  then  reported,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  the 
bill,  from  the  house  of  representatives,  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1834,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Webster  then  presented  to  the  senate  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, adopted  at  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
without  distinction  of  party,  held  at  Faneuil  Hall,  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  currency  and  finances  of  the  country.* 

The  resolutions  liaving  been  read — 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  wished  to  bear  unequivocal  and  decided 
testimony  to  the  respectability,  intelligence  and  disinterested 
ness,  ol  the  long  list  of  gentlemen,  at  whose  instance  this  meet- 
ing was  assembled.  The  meeting,  said  Mr.  W.  was  connected 
with  no  party  purpose  whatever.  It  had  an  object  more  sober, 
more  cogent,  more  interesting  to  the  whole  community,  than 


*The  leading  resolutions  adopted  at  this  meeting  will  be  found 
in  page  372, 


mere  party  questions.  The  senate  will  perceive,  in  the  tone  of 
these  resolutions,  no  intention  to  exaggerate  or  inflame;  no  dis- 
position to  get  up  excitement  or  lo  spread  alarm.  I  hope  the 
restrained  and  serious  manner,  the  moderation  of  temper  and 
the  exemplary  candor,  of  these  resolutions,  in  connexion  with 
the  plain  truths  which  they  contain,  will  give  them  just  weigUt 
with  the  '.senate.  I  assure  you,  sir,  the  members,  composing 
this  mee'uiig,  were  neither  capitalists,  nor  speculators,  nor 
alarmiii'^s.  They  are  merchants,  traders,  mechanics,  ariizanx 
and  others,  engaged  in  the  active  business  of  life.  They  are  of 
the  muscular  portion  of  society;  and  they  desire  to  lay  before 
congress  a\i  evil,  which  they  feel  lo  press  sorely  on  their  occu- 
pations, Iheir  earnings,  their  labor  and  their  property;  and  to 
expresi?  their"  eonccientious  conviction  of  the  causes  of  thai  evil. 
If  intelligence,  if  piire  intention,  if  deep  and  wide  spread  con- 
nexion with  businesKj  i"  its  various  branches,  if  thorough  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  experience— if  inseparable  union  betweea 
their  own  prosperity  and  tlie  prosperity  of  the  whole  country, 
authorise  men  to  speak,  af)d  give  then?  a  right  to  be  heard,  the 
sentirfients  of  this  meeting  O'jgb!  to  make  an  impression.  For 
one,  sir,  I  entirely  concur  in  aii  thiir  opinions.  I  adopt  their 
fourteen  first  resolutions,  without  .'ilteration  or  qualification,  as 
setting  forth  truly  the  present  state  of  things,  stating  truly  its 
causes  and  pointing  to  the  true  remedy. 

Mr.  President,  now  that  I  am  speaking,  I  will  use  the  oppor- 
tunity to  say  a  few  words,  which  I  intended  to  say,  in  the  course 
of  the  morning,  on  the  coming  up  of  the  resolution  which  now 
lies  on  the  table;  but  which  are  as  applicable  lo  this  occasion, 
as  to  that. 

An  opportunity  may,  perhaps,  be  hereafter  afforded  me,  of 
discussing  the  reasons  given  by  the  secretary,  for  the  very  iiri- 
poitant  measure,  adopted  by  him,  in  removing  the  depositet. 
But  as  I  know  not  how  near  that  lime  may  be,  I  desire,  in  the 
meanwhile,  to  make  my  opinions  known,  wiihout  reserve,  on 
the  present  state  of  the  country.  Without  intending  to  discuss 
any  thing  at  present,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  nevertheless,  to  let  my 
sentiments  and  my  convictions  be  understood.  In  the  first 
place,  then,  sir,  I  agree  with  those  who  think  that  there  is  a  se 
vcre  pressure  in  the  money  market,  and  very  serious  embarrass- 
ment felt  in  all  branches  of  the  national  industry^  I  think  this 
is  not  local,  but  general;  general,  at  least,  over  every  part  of  the 
country  where  the  cause  has  as  yet  began  to  operate,  and  sure 
to  become,  not  only  general,  but  universal,  as  the  operation  of 
the  cause  shall  spread.  If  proofs  were  wanted,  in  addition  to 
all  that  is  told  us  by  those  who  know,  the  high  rate  of  interest, 
now  at  12  per  cent,  or  higher,  where  it  was  hardly  6,  last  Sep- 
tember— the  depression  of  all  stocks,  some  ten,  some  twenty, 
some  thirty  per  cent. — and  the  low  prices  of  commodities,  are 
proofs  abundantly  sufficient,  to  shew  the  existence  of  the  pres- 
sure. But,  sir,  labor — that  most  extensive  of  all  interests — Ame 
rican  manual  labor — feels,  or  will  feel,  she  shock  more  sensiblj', 
far  more  sensibly,  than  capital  or  property  of  any  kind.  Public 
works  have  stopped,  or  must  stop;  great  private  undertakings, 
employing  many  hands,  have  ceased,  and  others  must  cease. 
A  great  lowering  of  the  rates  of  vvagfs,as  well  as  a  depreciation 
of  property,  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  causes  now  in  full 
operation.  Serious  embarrassments  in  all  branches  of  business 
do  certainly  exist. 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very 
severe  pressure  on  the  community,  which  congress  ought  to  re- 
lieve if  it  can;  and  that  this  pressure  is  not  an  instance  of  the 
ordinary  reaction,  or  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  commercial  af- 
fairs; but  is  an  extraordinary  case,  produced  by  an  extraordina- 
ry cause. 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  I  agree  entirely  with  the  11th  Boston 
resolution,  as  to  the  causes  of  this  embarrassment.  We  were 
in  a  state  of  high  pi-osperity,  commercial  and  agricultural.  Every 
branch  of  business,  and  especially  manufacturing,  was  pushed 
fat,  and  the  credit,  as  well  as  the  capital  of  the  country  employ- 
ed to  near  its  utmost  limits.  In  this  state  of  things,  some  degree 
of  overtrading  doubtless  look  place,  which,  however,  if  nothing 
else  had  occurred,  would  have  been  seasonably  corrected  by  the 
ordinary  and  necessary  operation  of  things.  But,  on  this  palmy 
state  of  things,  the  late  measure  of  the  secretary  fell,  and  has 
acted  on  it  with  powerful  and  lamentable  effect. 

And  I  think,  sir,  that  such  a  course  is  entirely  adequate  to 
produce  the  effect;  that  it  is  wholly  natural;  and  that  it  ought 
to  have  been  foreseen  that  it  would  produce  such  effect.  Those 
must  have  looked  at  the  surface  of  things  only,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  who  thought  otherwise;  and  who  expected  that  such  an 
operation  could  be  gone  through  with,  without  producing  a  very 
serious  shock. 

The  treasury,  in  a  very  short  time,  has  withdrawn  from  the 
bank,  8,000,000  dollars  within  a  fraction.  This  call,  of  course, 
the  bank  has  been  obliged  lo  provide  for,  and  could  not  provide 
for  wittiout  more  or  less  inconvenience  lo  the  public.  The 
mere  withdrawing  of  so  large  a  sum  from  hands  actually  hold- 
ing and  using  it,  and  the  transferring  of  it,  through  the  bank 
collecting,  and  tlirough  another  bank  loaning  it,  if  it  can  loan 
it,  into  other  hands,  is,  itself,  an  operation,  which,  if  conducted 
suddenly,  must  produce  considerable  inconvenience.  And  this 
is  all  that  the  secretary  seems  to  have  anticipated.  But  this'ia 
not  the  one  hundredth  part  of  the  whole  evil.  The  great  evil 
arises  from  the  new  attitude  in  which  the  government  places 
itself  towards  the  bank.  Every  thing  is  in  a  false  position. 
The  government,  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  the  slate 
banks,  are  all  out  of  place.  They  are  deranged  and  separated, 
1  and  jostling  against  each  other.    Instead  of  amity,  reliance 
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and  mutual  succour,  relations  of  jealousy,  of  distrust,  of  hosti- 
lity even,  are  springing  up  between  these  parties.  All  act  on 
the  defensive,  each  looks  out  for  itself— and  the  public  interest 
is  crushed  between  the  upper  and  the  nether  ujillstone.  All 
this  should  have  been  foreseen.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  these 
evils  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  bank,  if  it  had  exerted 
itself  to  prevent  them.  That  is  mere  matter  of  opinion;  it  may 
be  true,  or  it  may  not;  but  it  was  the  business  of  those  who 
proposed  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  ask  themselves  how 
it  was  probable  the  bank  would  act,  when  they  should  attack 
it,  assail  its  credit,  and  allege  the  violation  by  it  of  its  charter; 
and  thus  compel  it  to  take  an  attitude,  at  least,  of  stern  de- 
fence. The  community  have  certainly  a  right  to  hold  those  an- 
swerable, who  have  unnecessarily  got  into  tiiis  quarrel  with 
the  bank,  and  thereby  occasioned  the  evii,  let  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  in  the  course  of  the  controversy,  be  what  it  may. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  the  great  source-  of  the  evil  is  the  shock 
which  the  measure  has  given  to  confidence  in  the  commercial 
world.  The  credit  of  the  whole  system  of  the  currency  of  the 
country  seems  shaken.  The  stale  banks  have  lost  credit  and 
lost  confidence.  They  have  suffered  vastly  more  than  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  itself,  at  which  the  blow  was  aimed. 

The  derangement  of  iriternal  exchanges  is  one  of  the  most 
disastrous  consequences  of  the  measure.  By  the  origin  of  its 
charier,  by  its  unquestioned  solidity,  by  the  fact  that  it  was  at 
home  everywhere,  and  in  perfect  credit  every  where,  the  bjink 
of  the  United  States  accomplished  llie  internal  exchanges  of 
the  country  with  vast  facility,  and  at  an  unprecedented  cheap 
rate.  The  state  banks  can  never  accomplish  this;  for  the  rea- 
BOQ  given  in  tile  Boston  resolutions,  they  cannot  act  with  the 
Same  concert,  the  same  identity  of  puipose.  Look  at  the  pri- 
ces current,  and  see  the  change  in  the  value  of  the  notes  of  dis- 
tant banks  in  the  great  cities.  Look  at  the  depression  of  the 
stocks  of  the  state  banks,  deposite  banks  and  all.  Look  at 
what  must  happen  the  moment  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  its  process  of  winding  up,  or  to  meet  any  other  crisis,  shall 
cease  to  buy  domestic  bills,  especially  in  the  southern,  south- 
western and  western  markets.  Can  any  man  doubt  what 
would  be  the  state  of  exchange  when  that  takes  place.'  or  can 
any  one  doubt  its  necessary  effect  on  the  price  of  produce.'' 
The  bank  has  purcliased  bills  to  the  amount  of  sixty  millions  a 
year,  as  appears  by  documents,  heretofore  laid  before  the  se- 
nate. A  great  portion  of  these,  no  doubt,  was  purchased  in  the 
south  and  west,  against  shipments  of  the  great  staples  of  those 
quarters  of  the  country.  When  the  bank  shall  cease  to  buy,  as 
it  must  cease,  consequences  cannot  but  be  felt,  much  severer 
even  than  those  now  experienced.  This  is  inevitable.  But, 
sir,  I  go  no  farther  into  particular  statements.  My  opinion,  I 
repeat,  is,  that  the  present  distress  is  immediately  occasioned, 
beyond  all  doubt,  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  that  just 
such  consequences  might  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been 
foreseen  from  that  measure,  as  we  do  now  perceive  and  feel 
around  us. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe,  nevertheless,  that  these  consequences 
■were  foreseen.  With  such  foresight,  the  deposites,  I  think, 
would  not  have  been  touched.  The  measure  has  operated 
more  deeply  and  more  widely  than  was  expected.  We  all  may 
find  proof  of  this,  in  the  conversations  of  every  hour.  No  one, 
who  seeks  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  opinions  of  men,  in 
and  out  of  congress,  can  doubt  that,  if  the  act  were  now  to  be 
done,  it  would  receive  very  little  encouragement  or  support. 

Beingofopinion  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  has  produced 
the  pressure,  as  its  immediate  effect,  not  so  much  by  withdraw- 
ing a  large  sum  of  money,  as  by  alarming  the  confidence  of  the 
community,  by  breaking  in  on  the  well-adjusted  relations  of  the 
government  and  the  bank,  I  agree  again,  with  the  Boston  reso- 
lutions, that  the  natural  remedy  is  a  restoration  of  the  relation 
in  which  the  bank  has  heretofore  stood  to  government. 

I  agree,  sir,  that  this  question  ought  to  be  settled,  and  to  be 
settled  soon.  And  yet,  if  it  be  decided  that  the  present  state  of 
things  shall  exist — if  it  be  the  determination  of  congress  to  do 
Slothing  in  ord»r  to  put  an  end  to  the  unnatural,  distrustful, 
half  billigerent,  present  condition  of  the  government  and  the 
bank,  I  de  ttotiook  for  any  great  relief  to  the  community,  or 
any  «str^y  quieting  of  the  public  agitation.  On  the  contrary,  I 
expect  increased  diflficulty,  and  increased  disquiet. 

The  public  moneys  are  now  out  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  law  regulatingtheircustody,  or  fixing  their 
place.  They  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, to  be  kept  where  he  pleases,  as  he  pleases,  and  the  places  of 
their  custody  to  be  changed  as  often  as  he  pleases. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  state  of  things  in  which  the 
country  is  likely  to  acquiesce. 

Mr.  President,  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  is  a  question 
distinct  and  by  itself.  It  does  not  necessarily  involve  any  other 
question.  It  stands  clear  of  all  controversy  and  all  opinion 
about  rechartering  the  bank,  or  creating  any  new  bank. 

But  I  wisti,  nevertheless,  sir,  to  say  a  few  words  of  a  bearing 
fiomewhat  beyond  that  question.  Being  of  opinion  that  the 
co>ufltry  is  not  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
things^  I  have  looked  earnestly  for  the  suggestion  of  some  pifjs- 
pective  measure — some  system  to  be  adopted  as  the  future  po- 
licy of  the  country.  Where  are  the  public  moneys  hereafier  to 
■be  kept?  In  what  currency  is  the  revenue  hereafter  to  he  col 
;)ected?  What  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  bank  in  our  general 
currency  system.'  IIow  are  we  to  preserve  a  tuiifonn  currency, 
a  uniform  measure  of  the  value  of  property,  and  the  value  of 


iaJjcxf,  a  UDiform  medium  of  exchange  and  of  payments.''    How    such  a  new  bank  as  his  propositions  would  create,  and  are- 


are  we  to  exercise  that  salutary  control  over  the  national  cur- 
rency, which  it  was  the  unquestionable  purpose  of  the  consti- 
tution to  devolve  on  congress? 

These,  sir,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  momentuous  questions  be- 
fore IIS,  and  which  we  cannot  long  keep  out  of  view.  1»  this 
question,  every  man  in  the  community,  who  either  has  a  dollar, 
or  expects  to  earn  one,  has  a  direct  interest. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  heard  but  four  suggestions  or  opinions,  as  to 
what  may  hereafter  be  expected  or  attempted. 

The  first  is,  that  things  will  remain  as  they  are— the  bank  bs 
suffered  to  expire,  no  new  bank  created,  and  the  whole  subject 
left  under  the  control  of  the  executive  departmertt. 

I  have  already  said,  that  1  do  not  believe  the  country  will  ever 
acquiesce  in  this. 

The  second  suggestion  is  that  which  was  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives).  That  honorable  mem- 
ber pledges  himself  to  bring  forward  a  proposition  having  for  its 
object  to  do  away  with  the  paper  system  altogether,  and  to  re- 
turn to  an  entire  meiaiiic  currency. 

1  do  riol  expect,  sir,  tiiat  the  honorable  member  will  find  much 
support  in  such  an  undertaking.  A  mere  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rency, and  the  entire  abolition  of  paper,  is  noi  suited  to  the 
times.  The  idea  has  something  a  little  too  antique,  too  Spar- 
tan, in  it;  we  might  as  well  think  of  going  to  iron  at  once.  If 
such  a  result  as  the  gentleman  hopes  for,  were  even  desirable, 
I  regard  its  attainment  as  utterly  impracticable  and  hopeiess, 
I  lay  that  scheme,  therefore,  out  of  my  coiitemplarion. 

There  is,  then,  sir,  the  re-chartering  of  the  present  bankj  and, 
lastly,  there  is  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank.  The  first  of 
these  received  the  sanction  of  the  last  congress,  but  the  measare 
was  negatived  by  the  president.  The  other,  the  creation  of  a 
new  bank,  has  not  been  brought  forward  in  congress,  bat  it  has 
excited  attention  out  of  doors,  and  has  been  proposed  in  some 
of  the  state  legislatures.  I  observe,  sir,  that  a  proposition  has 
been  submitted  for  consideration,  liy  a  very  intelligent  gentle- 
man, in  tiie  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  recommending  the 
establishment  of  a  new  bank,  with  the  following  provisions: 
"1.  The  capital  stock  to  be  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 
"2.  The  stockholders  of  the  present  United  States  bank  to  be 
permitted  to  subscribe  an  amount  equal  to  the  stock  they  now 
hold. 

"3.  The  United  States  to  be  stockholders  to  the  same  extent 
they  now  are,  and  to  appoint  the  same  number  of  directors. 

"4.  The  subscription  to  the  remaining  fifteen  millions,  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  states  in  proportion  to  federal  num- 
bers, or  in  some  other  just  and  equal  ratio;  the  instalments  pay- 
able either  in  cash  or  in  funded  stock  of  the  state,  bearing  inter- 
est at  five  per  cent. 

"5.  No  branch  of  the  bank  to  be  established  in  any  state,  un- 
less by  permission  of  its  legislature. 

"6.  The  branches  of  the  bank  established  in  the  several  state?, 
to  be  liable  to  taxation  by  those  states  respectively,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  the  same  extent  only  with  their  own  banks. 

"7.  Such  states  as  may  become  subscribers  to  the  stock,  to 
have  the  right  of  appointing  a  certain  number,  not  exceeding 
one-third,  of  the  directors  in  the  branch  of  their  own  state. 

"8.  Stock  not  subscribed  for  under  the  foregoing  provisions, 
to  be  open  to  subscription  by  individual  citizens." 

A  project,  not  altogether  dissimilar,  has  been  started  in  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  These  proceedings  show,  at  least, 
a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  some  bank,  created  by  congress. 
Mr.  President,  on  this  subject  I  have  no  doubt  whatever.  I 
think  a  national  bank  proper  and  necessary.  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  only  practicable  remedy  for  the  evils  we  feel,  and  the  only 
effectual  security  against  the  greater  evils  which  we  fear.  Not, 
sir,  that  there  is  any  magic  in  the  name  of  a  bank;  nor  that  a 
national  bank  works  by  any  miracle,  or  mystery.  But  looking 
to  the  state  of  things  actually  existing  around  us — looking  to  the 
great  number  of  state  banks  already  existing,  not  less  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  or  four  hundred — looking  to  the  vast 
amount  of  paper  issued  by  those  banks;  and  considering  that, 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  tliis  paper  must  be  limited  and  lo- 
cal in  its  credit  and  in  its  circulation,  I  confess  I  see  nothing 
but  a  well  conducted  national  institution,  which  is  likely  to  af- 
ford any  guard  against  excessive  paper  issues,  or  which  can 
furnish  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  every  part  of  the  U. 
States.  This,  sir,  is  not  only  a  question  of  finance,  it  not  only 
respects  the  operations  of  the  treasury,  but  it  rises  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a  high  political  question.  Jt  respects  the  currency, 
the  actual  money,  the  measure  of  value  of  all  property,  and  all 
labor,  in  the  United  States.  If  we  needed  not  a  dollar  of  money 
in  the  treasury,  it  would  still  be  our  solemn  and  bounden  duty 
to  protect  this  great  interest.  It  respects  the  exercise  of  one  of 
the  greatest  powers,  beyond  all  doubt,  conferred  on  congress  by 
the  constitution.  And  I  hardly  know  any  thing  less  consistent 
with  our  public  duty  and  our  high  trust,  nor  any  thing  more 
likely  to  disturb  the  harmonious  relations  of  the  states,  in  all 
affairs  of  business  and  life,  than  for  congress  to  abandon  all 
caro  and  control  over  the  currency,  and  to  throw  the  whole 
money  system  of  the  country  into  Ihe  hands  of  four-and-twenty 
state  locislattires. 

I  am,  then,  sir,  for  a  bank;  and  am  fully  persuaded  that  to 
that  measure  the  country  must  come  at  last. 

The  question,  then,  is  between  the  creation  of  a  new  bank, 
and  the  rechartering  of  the  present  bank,  \rith  nodificntions.  I 
have  already  referred  to  the  scheme  for  a  new  bank,  propf)sed 
to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  by  Mr.  White.     Befwopn 
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chartering  of  the  present  bank,  with  modifications,  there  is  no 
very  wide,  certainly  no  irreconcilable  difference.  We  cannot, 
however,  create  another  bank  before  March,  1836.  This  is  one 
reason  for  preferring  a  continuance  of  the  piesent.  And,  treat- 
ing the  subject  as  a  practical  qunstion,  and  looking  to  the  state 
of  opinion,  and  to  the  probability  of  success,  in  either  attempt, 
I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  true  course  of  policy  is  to  pro- 
pose a  recharter  of  the  present  bank  vdth  modifications. 

As  to  what  these  modifications  should  be,  1  would  only  now 
observe,  that  while  it  may  be  inferred,  from  my  known  state- 
ments, tliat  I  should  not  myself  deem  any  alterations  in  the 
charter,  beyond  those  proposed  by  the  bill  of  1832,  highly  es- 
sential; yet  it  is  a  case,  in  which,  L  am  aware,  nothing  can  be 
effected  for  the  good  of  the  country,  witiiout  making  some  ap- 
proaches to  unity  of  opinion.  I  think,  therefore,  that  in  the 
hope  of  accomplishing  an  object  of  so  much  importance,  liberal 
concessions  should  be  made.  I  lay  out  of  the  case  all  conside- 
ration of  any  especial  claim,  or  any  legal  right  of  the  present 
stockholders,  to  a  renewal  of  their  charter.  No  such  right  can 
be  pretended,  doubtless  none  such  is  pretended.  The  stock- 
holders must  stand  like  other  individuals,  and  their  interest  re- 
garded so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  may  be  judged  for  the  public 
good.  Modifications  of  the  present  charter,  should,  I  think,  be 
prepared,  such  as  may  remove  all  reasonable  grounds  of  jealou- 
sy, in  all  quarters;  whether  in  states,  in  other  institutions,  or  in 
individuals.  Such,  too,  as  may  tend  to  reconcile  the  interests 
of  the  great  city  where  the  bank  is,  with  those  of  another  great 
city;  and,  in  short,  the  question  should  be  met  with  a  sincere 
disposition  to  accomplish,  by  united  and  friendly  counsels,  a 
measure  which  shall  allay  fears,  and  promote  confidence,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  secures  to  the  country  a  sound,  creditable, 
uniform  currency;  and  to  the  government"  a  safe  deposite  for 
the  public  treasure,  and  an  important  auxiliary  in  its  financial 
operations. 

I  repeat,  then,  sir,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  renewing  the  charter 
of  the  present  bank,  with  such  alterations  as  may  be  expected  to 
meet  the  general  sense  of  the  country. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  to  avoid  all  interferences,  I  wish  to 
say,  that  these  suggestions  are  to  be  regarded  as  wholly  my 
own.  They  are  made  without  the  knowledge  of  the  bank,  and 
with  no  understanding  or  concert  with  any  of  its  friends.  I 
have  not  understood,  indeed,  that  the  bank  itself  proposes  to 
apply,  at  present,  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  Whether  it  does 
so  or  not,  mv  suggestions  are  connected  with  no  such  or  any 
other  purpose  of  the  bank.  I  take  up  the  subject  on  public 
grounds  purely  and  exclusively. 

And,  sir,  in  order  to  repel  all  inferences  of  another  sort,  I 
wish  to  state,  with  equal  distinctness,  that  I  do  not  undertake 
to  speak  the  sentiments  of  any  individual,  heretofore  opposed 
to  the  bank,  or  belonging  to  that  class  of  public  men,  who  have 
generally  opposed  it.  1  state  my  own  opinions;  if  others  should 
concur  in  them,  it  will  be  only  because  they  approve  them,  and 
wiU  not  be  the  result  of  any  previous  concert  or  understanding 
whatever. 

Finally,  Mr.  President,  having  stated  my  own  opinions,  I  re- 
spectfully ask  those  who  propose  to  continue  the  discussion  now 
going  on,  relative  to  the  deposites,  to  let  the  country  see  their 
plan  for  ttie  final  settlement  of  the  present  difficullies.  If  they 
are  against  the  bank,  and  against  all  banks,  what  do  they  pro - 
posel  That  the  country  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  present 
state  of  things,  seems  to  me  certain.  What  state  of  things  is  to 
succeed  it!  To  these  questions,  I  desire  to  call,  earnestly,  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate  and  of  the  country.  The  occasion  is  criti- 
cal; the  interests  at  stake  momentous;  and,  in  my  judgment, 
congress  ought  not  to  adjourn  till  it  shall  have  passed  some  law, 
suitable  to  the  exigency,  and  satisfactory  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Silsbee  rose,  and  said,  that  he,  also,  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  on  that  floor,  had  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  and  had  intended  to  address  to 
the  senate  a  few  remarks  in  presenting  them;  but,  as  his  col- 
league had  so  amply  and  so  ably  expressed  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  these  resolutions  had  reference,  and  as  he  entirely 
concurred  in  those  views,  he  should  refrain  from  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks,  but,  on  receiving 

the  assurance  from  Mr.  Webster  that  he  would  move  to  take  up 

the  resolution  offered   by  Mr.  Clay,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 

table,  at  his,  (Mr.  W's)  request,  he  postponed  his  observations. 

The  memorial  was  then  committed. 

Several  resolutions  were  presented,  and  laid  on  the  table: 
Mr.  Webster  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Clayy  which  had  been,  on  his  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  called  for  the  special  order,  and  no  objection  be- 
ing interposed. 

The  vice  president  annouuced  the  special  order,  being  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate,  and, 
after  making  some  progress  in  his  remarks. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  senate  adjourned. 
January '21.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  memorial  of  the  bank 
of  Chambersburg,  referring  to  the  general  distress,  and  praying 
that  the  deposites  might  be  restored  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

A  great  deal  of  minor  or  preparatory  business  was  attended  to 
this  day.  The  senate,  after  discussion  between  Messrs.  Web- 
ster, Forsyth,  Kane  and  King,  rt-solvcd  (.?4  to  13)  to  adhere  to 
its  amendfuents  to  the  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  Ewing  continued  his  speech  against  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  removing  the  deposites — but 
gave  way,  at  2  o'clock,  that  the  senate  might  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Webster. 

January  22.  Mr.  Shepley  submitted  to  the  senate  certain 
stateniewts  in  relation  to  the  West  India  and  British  North 
American  colonial  trade.  [They  are  too  long  for  insertion  this 
week — but  we  shall  give  them  when  publis^liiug  the  treasury  re- 
port on  these  subjects,  as  we  soon  expect  to  do. J 

Several  reports  and  memorials  were  presented — among  them, 

Mr.  Wilkins  presented  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  complaining  of  the  improper  conduct  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  approving  the  late  act 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  tlie  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites, and  asking  congres^s  not  to  interfere  for  their  restora- 
tion to  the  bank.     Refrrred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  relative  to  the  presents  received  by 
our  ministers,  consuls  and  other  agents  abroad,  from  foreign 
powers,  in  lieu  of  the  report  which  was  sent  yesterday,  infor- 
mally, from  the  department  of  state;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindexter,  was  referred  to  Ihe  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  together  with  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Clay,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  when 

Mr.  Ewing  rose,  and  addiessed  the  senate  for  about  an  hour 
in  conclusion. 

Mr.  Preston  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment; but  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  present,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business;  after  which,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

January  23,  A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, asking  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  houses,  relative  to  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  to  the  hill  making  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the 
support  of  government  for  the  year  1834,  and  stating  that  the 
house  had  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  parliamentary 
usage  in  this  case,  but,  in  accordance  with  courtesy,  moved 
that  the  message  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
which  was  agreed  to.  [In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  W.  made 
a  report,  recommending  that  the  senate  should  agree  to  the  cort- 
ference  proposed  by  the  house,  &c.  The  report  is  interesting, 
though  brief,  as  going  to  the  establishment  of  certain  parliamen- 
tiiry  practices.] 

The  chair  communicated  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  a 
numerous  body  of  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  condemning  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  for  their  restoration;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Mangum  presented  the  memorial  of  a  numerons  and  re- 
spectable body  of  citizens  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  com- 
plaining of  the  evils  occasioned  by  the  deranged  state  of  the  pe- 
cuniary afiairs  of  the  country,  which  they  ascribe  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Statesy 
and  praying  for  the  interposition  of  congress  for  a  speedy  resto* 
ration  of  them  to  that  institution.  Referred  to  the  committeet 
on  finance. 

A  good  deal  of  other  busirvess  being  attended-  to,  the  senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  ibe 
treasury,  together  with  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay^ 
in  relation  to  the  removal  ef  the  poblie  deposites  fr©m  the  bank> 
of  the  United  States;  when 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  fn  opposition  to* 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  until  3  o'clock,  when,  without 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  be  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

[In  the  course  of  the  remarks  of  31r.  Preston,  the  spectators 
in  the  galleries  began  to  applaud,  when  the  vice  president  order- 
ed the  galleries  to  be  cleared.  While  the  officers  were  carrying 
the  order  into  execution,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Poindexl'ery 
to  suspend  the  order;  and,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Webster^. 
indicating  that  the  senate  would  support  the  ckair'in  the  course 
he  might  pursue,  the  vice  president  rescinded  the  order.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    or    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  17.  There  was  nothing  immediately  important 
in  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  which  is  given  up  to  private  bu- 
siness, except  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  several  relief  bills 
were  read  a  third  lime  and  passed,     After  which — 

Mr.  Polk  moved  the  consideration  of  the  senate's  amend- 
ments to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  (in  part),  which  had 
been  under  consideration  son)e  da^^s  ago.  The  house  assented, 
and  the  bill  was  accordimjly  taken  up;  and  the  question  being 
on  agreeing  to  the  senate's  amendment,  which  goes  to  strike 
out  a  proviso  in  the  bill  on  the  subject  of  printing  or  purchasing 
books,  by  order  of  either  house  of  congress,  an  animated  debate 
arose,  which  occupied  the  house  till  the  hour  of  adjournment, 
and  resulted  in  the  di-^agreemont  of  the  house  to  the  senaiii'g 
amendment,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  70,  naj's  112. 

The  use  of  the  hall,  on  Monday  evening  next,  was  granted  to 
th«  colonization  society.  And  then  the  house  adjourned  till 
Monday. 
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Monday,  Jan>  20.  After  the  presentation  and  reference  of 
Bundry  resolutions  of  not  inuclj,  if  any,  present  in)poitance-»» 

Tlie  subject  of  the  deposites  then  coming  up,  with  the  seve- 
ral motions  in  relation  thereto,  as  the  unfinished  buisiness— 

Mr-  Jones,  of  Georgia,  took  the  floor,  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
McDuffie^s  resolution,  and  continued  to  speak  till  past  three 
o'clock,  when,  without  having  concluded,  he  gave  way  to  a  mo- 
tion for  adjourntnenl;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  21.  Mr.  John  ^idncy  Jidams  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which,  under  a  rule  of  the  house,  lies  one 
day  before  being  acted  upon; 

Resolved,  That  tiie  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tiiis  house,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Richard  Rush, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  of  the  6th  November,  1817;  and,  also,  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  referred  to  in  his  message  of  the  6th  inst.  for- 
bidding all  ministers  and  agents  of  the  United  States  abroad,  to 
accept,  in  future,  unless  previously  authorised  by  congress,  pie- 
sents,  of  any  description,  I'rom  any  foreign  state,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Many  other  resolutions  were  submitted,  chiefly  of  a  local  or 
private  bearing,  and  then — 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  <^f  tlie 
proposed  extension  of  the  pension  system  to  the  pioneers  of  the 
west;  when, 

Mr.  Hardin  delivered  his  sentiments  at  large  upon  it. 

The  hour  assigned  for  it  having  ariived,  the  house  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  McDujfie,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto;  and 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday.     When  he  concluded — 

Mr.  Huntington,  of  Connecticut,  obtained  the  floor;  and  then 
the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  22.  Immediately  after  the  business  of  course: 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  partial  general 
appropriation  bill,  with  the  senate's  adherence  to  its  amend- 
ment thereto,  to  which  the  house  has  heretofore  disagreed. 

The  house  having  assented — 

Mr.  Polk  moved  that  the  house  do  insist  on  its  dissent  to  the 
senate's  amendment,  &nd  ask  a  conference  thereupon. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued  which  overran  the  hour,  and, 
superceeding  the  orders  of  the  day,  occupied  the  house  until  3 
o'clock. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Harden,  Jidams,  Foot, 
E.  Everett,  McKennan,  FI.  Everett.  Barringer  and  Bouldin; 
Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tenn.  and  Gamble  explained,  declaring  that 
they,  and  many  others,  had  voted  before  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  wording  of  the  clause;  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Polk,  Brown  and  Foster;  when 

Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its  dissent- 
On  this  motion,  which  had  preference,  in  order,  the  debate 
was  renewed. 

After  a  discussion  on  questions  of  order, 

Messrs.  Mann,  of  N.  Y.  Schley  and  Jones,  of  Geo.  opposed  the 
motion — and  Mr.  McDuffic  advocated  it. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — to  re- 
cede 87,  against  it  127. 

The  house  having  refused  to  recede,  and  Mr.  Polkas  motion  to 
insist  on  the  disagreement,  and  to  ask  a  conference,  coming  up, 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  of  New  York,  divided:  and  the 
question  being  put, 

1st.  On  insisting,  and  it  was  negatived. 

2d.  On  asking  a  conference,  and  it  was  carried. 
It  was  ordered  that  the  committee  of  conference  consist,  on 
the  part  of  this  house,  of  five  managers. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  certain  important  points  in  par- 
liamentary usage  were  decided  by  the  chair.* 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  of  Conn,  (who  had  the 
floor  on  the  deposite  question)  the  hour  of  adjournment  being 
near,  that  subject  was  postponed  for  to-day:  and  the  house  then 
took  up  the  bills  on  the  speaker's  table. 

Some  debate  arose  on  the  proper  disposition  to  be  given  to 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  further  to  continue  in  force  "an  act  to 
authorise  the  extension,  construction  and  use  of  a  lateral 
branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  into  and  within  tiie 
District  of  Columbia,"  now  on  the  table  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Chinn  stated  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  move  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.    It  was  a  bill  in  which  the  people  of  the  district  had  a 


♦The  cause  of  the  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  is 
thus  stated  in  the  brief  remarks  of  Mr.  McKennan,  of  the  house 
of  representatives — 

Mr.  McKennan  said,  the  contingent  fund  of  the  house  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  restrict 
the  house  in  its  application,  implied  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  integrity  of  a  majority  ofjlhe  house.  Suppose  that  the  house, 
by  unanimous  vote,  declares  that  the  purchase  of  some  book, 
map  or  chart,  is  necessary  for  the  instruction  of  the  house, 
must  we  then  apply  to  the  senate  for  leave  to  use  a  portion  of 
our  contingent  fund  for  the  purchase?  He  was  not  willing  to 
fie  the  hands  of  the  house  in  this  way,  for  it  implied  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  house.  The  contingent  fund  of 
the  senate  was  only  $34,000;  but  we  undertake  to  say,  that, 
having  no  confidence  in  the  itenate,  they  shall  not  use  a  dollar 
of  that  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books,  &.c?  without  our  leave. 
The  restriction  was  a  direct  and  palpable  insult  to  the  senate. 


direct  and  near  concern,  and  the  subject  certainly  pertained  of 
right  to  their  own  committee. 

Mr.  McKim  explained.  The  bill  merely  proposed  a  revival 
of  a  former  law,  whicls  had  expired  by  its  own  limitation.  Tlie 
company  had  obtained  a  new  law  from  tlie  legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  they  now  wished  concurrent  legislation  from  con- 
gress. That  legislature  had  granted  $500,000  toward  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  and  they  had  therefore  added  fifty  cents 
per  passenger  to  the  rales  before  proposed,  by  way  of  compen- 
sation for  this  aid.  He  had  no  objection  the  bill  should  go  to 
the  district  committee,  although  he  did  not  see  how  the  people 
of  the  district  could  expect  to  get  any  portion  of  the  toll  for  a 
road,  so  small  a  part  of  which  passed  through  the  district;  un- 
less, indeed,  they  would,  like  Maryland,  subscribe  a  part  of  the 
capital  to  make  the  road. 

Mr.  Chinn  only  insisted  that  the  people  of  the  district  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

After  some  other  remarks  by  Mr.  Vinton  and  Mr.  Stoddert, 
the  bill  was  sent  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 

The  pension  bill  came  up,  and  was  debated  with  much  ani- 
mation, and  then  laid  over  till  Friday.  And  then,  at  near  4 
o'clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  23.  Mr.  Chilton^s  resolution  respecting  the 
extension  of  the  pension  laws,  coming  up  again  as  the  unfinish- 
ed business  for  the  morning, 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  house  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  and  continued  to  occupy  the  fiOor  until  the  hour  ar- 
rived for  the  orders  of  the  day.  He  has  the  floor,  of  course,  for 
to-morrow  morning. 

The  deposite  question  being  the  stated  order  at  1  o'clock, 

Mr.  Huntington,  of  Conn,  commenced  a  speech  in  support  of 
Mr.  McDuffie^s  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
which  he  continued  till  3,  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 
adjourn.     And  the  house  adjourned. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  OTHER  BANKS 
—THE  CURRENCY,  &c. 

LEGISLATURE   OF   NEW   YORK. 

Mr.  McKeon  called  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
offered  by  him  on  the  8lh  instant. 

The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 

'^ Resolved,  fi(  the  senate  concur).  That  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  tiie  bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a  mea- 
sure of  the  administration  of  which  we  higiily  approve. 

^^Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur).  That  the  senators  from  thia 
state  be  directed,  and  the  representatives  from  this  state  be  re- 
quested, to  oppose  any  attempt  to  restore  the  deposites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  McKeoB  moved  the  following  in  addition  to  the  original 
resolutions: 

^'Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur),  That  we  approve  of  the 
communication  by  the  piesident  of  the  United  Slates  to  his 
cabinet,  on  the  18lh  of  September  last,  and  of  the  reasons  given 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

''^Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur).  That  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  renewed. 

'•Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur).  That  the  secretary  of  state 
be  requested  to  forward  to  each  senator  and  representative  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions." 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  as 
amended  by  the  mover,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered,  (nearly 
the  whole  house  rising  in  a  body,  in  favor  of  the  call),  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  118,  noes  9. 

LEGISLATDRE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Whereas,  the  present  crisis  in  our  public  affairs  calls  for  a  de- 
cided expression  of  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  state,  JJnd 
wheieas,  we  consider  it  the  undoubted  right  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states  to  instruct  those  who  represent 
their  interests  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  all  matters 
which  intimately  concern  the  public  weal,  and  may  affect  the 
happiness  and  well  being  of  the  people — Therefore, 

1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  council  and  general  assembh^  of  this 
state.  That  while  we  acknowledge  with  feelings  of  "devout 
gratitude  our  obligations  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  nations  for  his 
mercies  to  us  as  a  people,  that  we  have  been  preserved  alike 
from  foreign  war,  from  the  evils  of  internal  commotions,  and 
the  machinations  of  designing  and  ambitious  men  who  would 
prostrate  the  fair  fabric  of  our  union,  that  we  ought  neverthe- 
less to  humble  ourselves  in  his  presence,  and  implore  his  aid 
for  the  perpetuation  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  for  a 
continuance  of  that  unexampled  prosperity  which  our  country 
has  hitherto  enjoyed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
integrity,  and  firmness  of  tlie  venerable  patriot  who  now  holds 
the  distiHguished  post  of  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation,  and 
whose  purity  of  purpose  and  elevated  motives  have  so  often 
received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  view  vvith  agitation  and  alarm  the  ex- 
istence and  gigantic  power  of  a  great  moneyed  incorporation, 
which  threatens  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  gov(>rnment, 
and  by  means  of  its  unbounded  influence  upon  the  currency  of 
the  country,  to  scatter  distress  and  ruin  throughout  the  com- 
munity, and  we  therefore  solemnly  believe  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered. 
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4.  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  niernbers  of  the  house  of  represenuitives  be  requested  to 
sustain,  by  their  votes  and  influence,  tlie  course  adopted  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Taney,  in  relation  to  tlie  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  llie  depositesof  the  government  moneys, 
beheving,  as  we  do,  the  course  of  the  secretary  to  have  been 
constitutional,  and  that  the  public  good  required  its  adoption. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives from  this  slate,  in  the  compress  of  the  U.  States. 

In  council — January  11,  1834. 
These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  in  the 
council, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

Byoiderof  the  council,        MAHLON,  DICKER30N. 

vue  president  of  council. 
House  of  assembly,  January  11,  1834. 
These  joint  resolutions  having  been  three  times  read  and 
compared  in  the  house, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  house,  DANIEL  B.  RYALL, 

speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

LEGISLATURE   OF   OHIO. 

Whereas,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales  will  attempt  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its  charter  at 
the  present  session  of  congress;  ^nd  whereas,  it  is  abundantly 
evident  that  said  bank  has  exercised  powers  derogatory  to  the 
spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
these  United  States;  ^nd  whereas,  there  is  just  reason  to  doubt 
the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  grant  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion for  banking  purposes,  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  And 
whereas,  we  believe  the  proper  disposal  of  the  public  lands  to 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  these  U.  Slates, 
and  that  honor  and  good  faith  require  their  eqitable  distribution, 
Therefore, 

Resolved  by  th6  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  That  we 
consider  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  required  by  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  a  proper  sense  of  public  duty  imperiously  demand- 
ed that  that  institution  should  be  no  longer  used  as  a  depository 
of  the  public  funds. 

Resolved,  also.  That  we  view,  with  decided  disapprobation, 
the  renewed  attempt  in  congress  to  secure  the  passage  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain  upon  the 
principles  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay;  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that 
such  a  law  would  be  unequal  in  its  operations  and  unjust  in  its 
results. 

Resolved,  also,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  principles  set 
forth  in  the  late  veto  message,  upon  that  subject;  and 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent 
the  rechartering  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  to  sustain 
the  administration  in  its  removal  of  the  public  deposites;  and  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  a  land  bill  containing  the  principles  adopt- 
ed in  the  act  upon  that  subject,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  congress.        JOHN  H.  KEITH, 

speaker  of  the  house  of  revr esentatives. 
DAVID  T. 'DISNEY. 
speaker  of  the  senate. 

January  2, 1834. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  VIRGINIA. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  this  sheet  will  be  seen  some  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  at  many  places, 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  but  the  following  are 
of  an  official  character: 

Bank  of  J^irginia.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
held  at  their  bank  room,  on  the  6th  of  January,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  disapprove  of  so  much  of  the 
agreement,  between  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Virginia  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States  in  the 
bank  of  Virginia,  as  is  embraced  in  the  second,  fifth,  sixth,  se- 
venth and  eighth  articles  thereof— so  much  of  the  third  article 
as  stipulates,  that  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  shall  be 
made  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  submit  the  books 
and  transactions  of  the  bank  to  the  examination  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  or  his  agent — and  so  much  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle as  stipulates,  that  the  bank  shall  transfer  any  portion  of  its 
deposites,  to  any  other  bank  or  banks  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  stockholders  cannot  consent  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  the  officer  or 
agent  of  any  other  government,  whose  authority  is  not  recog- 
nized by  the  charter,  shall  have  any  agency  whatever  in  con- 
trolling the  administration  Of  the  aflairs  of  the  bank,  or  in  sug- 
gesting to  its  officers  or  agents  any  wish  or  expectation,  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  funds  of  the  bank  are  to  be  adminis- 
tered. They,  therefore,  deeply  regret,  that  the  communication 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  in 
which  he  declares,  that  "th§  department  anticipates  from  you 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  respecting  your  accommodations, 
as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  safe  to  the  govern- 


ment," had  not  been  promptly  answered  by  information,  that 
the  officers  of  this  bank  could  not  permit  the  interference  of  the 
officers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  any  manner 
whatever  in  the  administration  of  its  aflairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  this  bank  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  that  so  much  of  the  agreement  aforesaid,  as  is 
hereby  disapproved,  cannot  be  carried  into  ettect  by  this  bank. 

[The  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  of  Virgi- 
nia is  $-2,740,000.  The  shares  of  stock  held  by  the  common- 
wealth, the  board  of  public  works,  and  the  literary  fund,  are 
10,486,  or  more  liian  onc-ilalf  ille  whole  amount.  The  amount 
of  niuional  revenue  annually  collected  in  Virginia,  is'  about 
$200,000:  but  the  disbursements  at  Norfolk,  on  public  accounts, 
have  sometimes  exceeded  $100,000  a  month,  which  would  have 
enabled  the  bank  to  make  large  issues  of  its  own  notes.  The 
president  of  the  bank.  Dr.  B:ockenborough,  says  that  he  is  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  any  objection  to  tlie  arrangement  as  a  pecuniary 
matter.  The  stockholders,  therefore,  in  their  determination, 
have  probably  been  guided  by  other  consideration  than  those  of 
profit.] 

MEETINGS    OF    THE    PEOPLE    IN    VIRGINIA. 

In  page  312  we  gave  a  full  account  of  the  meeting  of  the 
people  at  Jlic/inio«d,  with  the  resolutions  that  were  passed,  in 
which  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  was  decidedly  and  severely  disapproved  of. 

Mr.  Tazewell,  now  governor  of  Virginia,  (but  his  election 
was  not  known  at  the  time),  presided  over  tlie  meeting  held  at 
Norfolk.  The  "Richmond  Whig"  says  that,  on  being  called  to 
the  chair,  he  addressed  the  multitude  present  in  that  peculiarly 
musical  and  tremulous  voice,  of  which  you  have  heard  so  often. 
He  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours,  though  of  the  actual  time  so 
employed,  our  watches  only  could  have  informed  us.  To  say 
that  his  speech  was  of  transcendant  ability,  would  be  simply  to 
tell  you,  that  il  was  made  by  Mr.  Tazewell.  He  alluded  to 
the  unexampled  prosperity  of  the  country,  up  to  the  1st  October 
last,  and  contrasted  Avith  it,  the  destruction  of  credit  and  of 
confidence,  and  the  abandonment  of  enterprise  occasioned  by 
the  tyrannical  measures  of  the  federal  executive,  in  regard  to 
the  removal  of  the  United  States  deposites.  He  alluded  to  the 
1  force  bill,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  passed, 
and  confessed  that  he  was  appalled  wlienon-  eading  its  provi- 
sions, he  saw  that  congress  had  put  at  thedisposal  of  the  presi- 
dent the  whole  army  and  navy  of  the  country  to  be  used  at  his 
discretion. 

But  he  said,  that  a  little  reflection  brought  him  consolation; 
for  he  recollected,  that  though  congress  had  given  up  the  sword, 
they  had  retained  the  purse — that  they  v.'ere  mutually  necessary, 
to  each  other,  and  that  those  whom  the  purse  could  not  buy, 
the  sword  must  subdue.  But,  he  added,  with  great  emphasis 
of  voice  and  propriety  of  gesture,  congress  gave  him  the  sword, 
and  HE  seizes  the  purse.  He  then  spoke  of  the  government  as 
at  present  administered,  as  a  military  despotism:  said  that  it 
made  no  difference  what  was  the  official  title  of  him  who  ex- 
ercised power — made  a  beautiful  allusion  to  the  condition  of 
the  English  people  under  Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  style  was  the 
LORD  PROTECROR  of  the  LIBERTIES  of  the  people  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  T.  demonstrated  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  every  one 
present,  the  utter  absurdity  of  the  notion  that  the  present  pres- 
sure was  attributable  to  over-trading  and  to  cash  duties. 

Resolutions  were  then  offered  and  carried,  similar  in  spirit 
and  reasoning  to  the  Richmond  resolutions;  and  then  John  N. 
Tazewell,  esq.  submitted  the  following,  wliich  was,  also,  pass- 
ed by  acclamation: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  communicate  to  the  hon.  W.  J. 
Duane  the  thanks  of  this  meeting,  for  his  honest  and  manly 
though  ineffectual  eflTort  to  preserve  the  public  treasure  from 
the  invasion  of  the  federal  executive,  and  assure  him  that  in 
the  retirement  to  which  his  independence  has  driven  him,  he 
possesses  our  best  wishes  for  his  welfare  and  happiness. 

A  great  meeting  was  held  at  Peterburgh,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing, among  other  resolutions,  were  passed  with  almost  perfect 
unanimity — there  being  only  4  noes: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  was  never  greater,  the  confidence  more  unlimit- 
ed between  all  classes  of  men,  than  at  the  time  the  order  was 
given  by  president  Jackson  to  remove  the  government  money 
from  the  United  States  bank;  that  since  his  order  the  most  un- 
exampled embarrassment  has  been  felt,  much  more  is  likely  to 
result,  and  this  confidence  is  almost  entirely  destroyed. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  our  representatives  in  congress  and 
the  senators  frorii  this  stale  be  respectfully  requested  to  endea- 
vor to  procure  a  restoration  of  the  government  funds  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  an  act  of  policy  and  justice,  re- 
quired by  the  general  interests,  and  demanded  by  the  national 
honor. 

At  Fredericksburg  a  very  large  meeting  was  held,  and  after  an 
able  preamble,  strong  resolutions  were  passed — the  following 
are  some  of  them: 

Resolved,  That  it  becomes  the  people  of  these  United  States 
to  speak,  with  one  voice,  their  indignation  at  the  usurpation  of 
authority  which  has  been  perpetrated  by  the  president,  in  the 
recent  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  it  becomes  congress,  to  afford  a  speedy  redress 
for  these  executive  wrongs,  by  ordering  the  depositea  of  the 
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public  money  to  be  restored  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  make,  by  law,  more  effectual  provision  against  the  in- 
terference of  the  executive  with  the  deposiles  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  renunciation  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank  of  Virginia,  of  any  participation  in  the  deposites,  il- 
legally withdrawn  from  the  United  States  bank,  upon  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  merits  tlie  applause 
of  the  nation,  and  should  be  held  up  as  an  example  worthy  of 
universal  imitation  to  other  banking  institutions,  throughout  the 
country. 

These,  and  the  rest,  were  passed  with  only  two  dissenting 
votes. 

And  so  at  Lynchburg,  Leesburg,  Staunton,  Wheeling,  Man- 
chester, Falmouth,  in  King  and  Qiieen  county,  and  at  many 
other  places,  like  meetings  were  held  or  about  to  be  convened. 

MEETING  AT   BOSTON. 

There  was  a  very  large  assembly  of  the  people,  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
held  on  the  11th  January,  "to  obtain  an  expression  of  public 
sentiment,  in  relation  to  the  existing  state  of  trade,  occasioned 
by  the  deranged  state  of  the  money  market" — Charles  Wells, 
esq.  in  the  chair.  The  following  are  some  of  the  resolutions 
that  were  passed — 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  the  business  com- 
munity of  this  city,  vicinity  and  commonwealth,  are  in  a  high 
state  of  prosperity,  independently  of  those  enjbarrassments  in 
the  money  market,  consequent  upon  the  deranged  state  of  the 
financial  and  banking  operations  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  the  usual  quantity  of  specie  in  the 
country,  and  that  foreign  exchanges  being  greatly  in  our  favor, 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  drain  of  the  precious  me- 
tals, but,  on  the  contrary,  we  may  naturally  look  for  an  influx 
of  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  local  banks  now  employed  by  government, 
however  well  disposed  to  accommodate  the  public,  cannot,  with 
their  small  capitals,  limited  credit  and  scattered  resources — and 
above  all,  their  entire  want  of  concert  and  unity  of  action,  afford 
that  aid  to  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  transmission  of  their 
products,  from  the  places  of  growth  to  the  places  of  export  and 
distribution,  which  they  have  heretofore  received  from  the  na- 
tional bank,  but  which  is  now,  in  part,  necessarily  withdrawn 
from  them  by  that  institution,  in  consequence  of  its  change  of 
position  in  regard  to  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  evils  arising  from  the  scarcity  and  high 
price  of  money,  fall  with  most  severity  on  the  industrious  and 
middling  classes  of  society,  who  are  compelled  to  make  sacrifi- 
ces of  property  to  provide  for  their  daily  payments,  while  the 
retired  capitalists  are  not  only  exempt  from  such  a  loss,  but  de- 
rive a  benefit  from  the  increased  value  of  money. 

Resolved,  That  a  continuance  of  the  existing  embarrassments 
in  business,  arising  from  the  deranged  state  of  our  money  con- 
cerns, will  not  only  check  the  future  operations  of  the  farmer, 
merchant,  manufacturer  and  mechanic,  and  consequently  les- 
sen the  employment  and  wages  of  the  laborer,  but  will  also 
prove  extremely  injurious  to  those  great  and  useful  internal  im- 
provements, which  must  soon  be  arrested  in  their  progress,  if 
the  pressure  on  the  money  market  is  not  relieved;  and  that  all 
property  now  in  existence  will  become  depreciated  to  a  degree, 
that  may  prove  utterly  ruinous  to  a  portion  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  useful  members  of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  embarrassments  and  panic  among 
all  classes  of  the  business  community,  and  which  threaten,  if 
not  soon  remedied,  the  most  serious  evils,  may  be  attributed — 
First,  to  a  spirit  of  speculation  and  over-trading,  the  usual 
effects  of  long  continued  prosperity;  and,  secondly,  to  the  trans- 
ferring the  collection  of  the  national  revenue  from  the  national 
bank  to  the  state  banks,  and  thereby  paralizing,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  action  of  that  institution,  by  whose  large  capital,  solid 
credit  and  extensive  resources,  the  business  operations  of  the 
whole  country  have  been  sustained  and  promoted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a  restoration 
of  the  national  bank  to  the  relation  in  which  it  stood  to  the  go- 
vernment, prior  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  allowing 
the  public  moneys  already  in  possession  of  the  local  banks  to 
remain  there,  till  required  by  the  government,  would  in  a  great 
measure,  relieve  the  country  from  the  embarrassments  arising 
from  a  scarcity  and  derangement  of  currency;  and  above  all, 
allay  that  distrust,  agitation  and  alarm,  which  is  more  difficult 
to  overcome,  and  more  dangerous  in  its  tendencies  if  not  over- 
come, than  the  actual  inconveniences  and  losses  usually  inci 
dent  to  an  insufficient  or  deranged  currency. 

AT    SDNBURY,    PA. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  the  7th  January,  in  the  court  house, 
at  which  the  following  resolutions  (among  others)  were  passed: 

Resolved,  That  a  sound  currency  is  indispensabh;  to  the  pros- 
perity of  every  business  pursuit  of  civilized  life. 

Resolved,  That  no  association  of  stale  banks  independent  of 
each  other,  and  having  mainly  in  view  their  own  separate  and 
distinct  interests,  can  preserve  a  sound  paper  currency  through- 
out the  United  States;  and  such  currency  can  only  be  preserved 
by  a  bank  whose  operations  are  co-extensive  with  the  union, 
and  which  possesses  the  power  of  concentrating  its  resources 
at  such  points  as  the  emergencies  of  the  country  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  have  enjoyed  for  many 
years,  and  UNtil  very  recently,  a  currency  unequalled  in  uni 


agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  therefore  of  na- 
tional wealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  rescued  the 
currency  of  the  country  from  the  lowest  state  of  degradation, 
and  made  it  what  it  is;  and  that  the  interests  of  the  people  re- 
quire, that  the  rights  of  that  institution  should  be  protected, 
and  its  usefulness  continued. 

Resolved,  7'hat  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  was  a 
violation  of  the  charter  of  that  institution;  and  the  consequen- 
ces most  disastrous  and  ruinous  to  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  obvious  remedy  for  the  evil  is  the  speedy 
restoration  of  the  public  funds  to  the  same  custody  from 
whence  they  have  been  illegally  removed:  And,  therefore,  that 
our  representatives  in  congress  and  in  the  state  legislature,  be 
respectfully  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure 
their  restoration,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Many  other  similar  meetings  have  been  held — a  very  large 
one  at  Cincinnati — the  call  was  signed  by  770  persons;  and 
another  at  Newark,  New  Jersey;  Louisville,  Ky.  Sunbury,  Pa. 
&c.  &c.  Some  have  also  been  held  against  the  bank,  one  at 
Fell's  Point,  Baltimore,  for  the  lower  wards;  and  others  at  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  and  in  Northumberland,  Pa.  and  Pottsville, 
Pa.  and  in  the  first  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Sutherland's]  at  which  there  wure  twenty  vice  presidents. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  of  Philadelphia  has  presented  a 
very  strong  and  eloquent  paper  to  congress  on  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  United  States,  and,  in  conclusion,  pray  for  the  res- 
toration of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank.  We  shall^  lay 
this  aside  for  record,  if,  unhappily,  the  present  state  of  things  is 
continued.  There  is  a  like  paper  from  a  general  meeting  of  the 
merchants  of  New  York. 

BANKS  AND  BANKING  MATTERS. 

From  the  report  of  the  auditor  general  to  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  banking  capital 


in  this  state  is 
Notes  in  circulation, 
Due  to  depositors. 
Due  to  other  banks, 
Specie  on  hand. 
Due  by  other  banks, 
Notes  of  other  banks, 
Notes  discounted, 
Unclaimed  dividends, 
Real  estate, 
Contingent  fund. 


$17,061,944  51 

10,336,251  61 

7,708,764  25 

2,696,409  46 

2,898,145  76 

2,560,160  72 

3,714,901  22 

29,968,408  15 

325,946  17 

1,216,212  74 

1,780,606  01 

Three  new  banks  have  been  chartered  in  North  Carolina — 
viz:  the  bank  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  capital  of  $1,500,000, 
the  principal  bank  to  be  located  in  Raleigh,  with  branches  in 
such  of  the  towns  as  may  be  deemed  advisable.  The  stale  is 
at  liberty  to  take  $600,000  of  the  stock,  and  to  appoint  four  di- 
rectors. The  remainder  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  for  by  in- 
dividuals, who  are  to  appoint  six  directors.  The  Merchants' 
bank  of  Newbern  and  the  Albemarle  bank  at  Edenton,are  small 
establishments,  calculated  for  the  business  of  the  towns,  and 
vicinities  where  thsy  are  fixed — the  capital  of  the  former  is 
$250,000;  of  f.ie  latter  $200,000. 

The  capital  of  the  bank  of  Cape  Fear,  whose  charter  has 
been  renewed,  is  $800,000.  Its  business  is  principally  confined 
to  the  business  of  Wilmington  and  Fayetteville. 

Another  bill  is  before  the  legislature,  which  having  passed  the 
house  of  commons  by  a  vote  of  77  to  41,  will  probably  become  a 
law,  establishing  the  Merchants'  and  Miners'  bank  in  the  town 
Lincolntown. 

The  abstract  of  the  returns  of  banks  in  Massachusetts,  shew- 
ing the  state  of  said  banks,  on  the  first  Saturday  of  October, 
1833,  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  was  distributed  a 
short  time  ago.  We  learn  from  this  document  that  on  the  day 
mentioned,  the  state  of  the  banks  was  as  follows: 
Capital  stock  paid  in  -  -  $28,236,250  00 

Bills  in  circulation,  -  -  -  7,889,110  67 

Nett  profits  on  hand,  -  -  1,293,279  54 

Balances  due  to  other  banks,  -  -  2,881,447  50 

Cash  deposited,  &c.  not  bearing  interest,  3,716,182  37 

Cash  deposited,  bearing  interest,      -  -  7,949,440  53 

Due  from  the  banks,  -  -  52,129,113  11 

Gold,  silver,  &c.  in  banks,  -  -  922,309  84 

Real  estate,  -  -  -  791,821  77 

Bills  of  banks  in  this  state,  -  -  1,546,309  53 

Bills  of  banks  elsewhere,  -  -  25,022  43 

Balances  due  from  other  banks,         -  -  5,363,716  29 

Due  to  the  banks,  excepting  balances,      -  45,261,003  09 

Total  resources  of  the  banks,  -  -        52,132,218  69 

Amount  of  last  dividend,  -  -  822,225  00 

«         "  reserved  profits,  -  -  709,438  83 

Debts  secured  by  pledge  of  stock,  -  817,549  54 

"  due  and  considered  doubtful     -  -  207,239  11 

Rate  of  dividend  on  amount  ofcapital  of  the  banks  as  existing 
when  dividend  was  made,  31-14  of  one  per  cent,  nearly. 

[Transcript. 

Very  nearly  one-half  of  the  specie  in  the  United  Slates  re- 
mained in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  on  the 
1st  of  January.  Some  large  amounts  are  expfcted  from  Mexico, 
and  certain  considerable  sums  have  lately  arrived. 

Within  the  last  three  or  four  years  about  nine  millions  have 


formity  of  value,  and  of  value  equal  to  the  metallic  standard;    been  added  to  the  bank  capital  of  New  York;  but  gov.  Marcy,  in 
which  has  been  a  principal  means  of  their  rapid  advance  in  I  his  late  message  to  the  legislature,  snyf— - 
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"We  are  apprized,  through  the  medium  of  the  public  journals, 
that  numerous  applications  will  be  made  to  you  for  the  in- 
crease of  banking  institutions.  Notices  for  one  hundred  and 
five  new  banks,  with  capitals  amounting  to  fifty-six  millions  of 
dollars,  have  already  been  published,  and  it  is  probable  that  ad- 
ditions will  be  made  to  this  number." 

It  is  now  said  that  the  Washington  (N.  Jersey)  bank,  which 
lately  failed,  had  a  large  amountof  bills  in  circulation,  on  which 
only  a  small  dividend  is  expected  to  be  paid.  Receivers  have 
been  appointed  to  close  its  concerns. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  is  asked  to  incorporate  five  new 
banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  2,950,000  dollars,  and  se- 
veral other  incorporations  with  large  capitals. 

The  state  bank  of  Alabama,  at  Tuscaloosa,  has  commenced 
251  suits  for  the  recovery  of  moneys  due  on  dishonored  bills, 
amounting  to  228,849  dollars.  The  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
S.  at  Mobile,  has  been  doing  a  great  business,  and  has  not  lost 
one  dollar  by  bad  debts  in  seven  years.  This  disparity,  per- 
haps, in  part  results  from  the  better  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States— but  the  diff'erence  between  a 
mercantile  and  agricultural  community,  in  banking  transac- 
tions, should  be  also  considered.  As  a  general  rule,  we  think 
it  fatal  to  the  agricultural  interest  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of  de 
;)en(fc?iceou  bank  accommodations;  but  the  mercantile  maybe 
so,  and  yet  prosper. 

We  have  a  statement  of  the  afl^airs  of  34  banks  in  New  York 
which  have  a  circulation  of  $6,118,417  and  on  hand  only 
329,490  dollars  in  specie,  or  nearly  20  to  1.  Now  all  these  may 
be,  and  prohably  will  be,  safe  ones  so  long  as  such  institutions 
retain  public  confidence,  but  that  being  withdrawn,  they  must 
break  "like  pipe-stems."  The  currency  of  a  country  is  a  most 
delicate  thing — and  may  not  be  meddled  with  for  party  or  per- 
sonal purposes,  by  political  partizans  or  money  shavers. 

An  Ohio  paper  says—Several  sailors,  employed  on  lake  Erie, 
were  discharged  at  Detroit,  and  paid  off"  in  the  bank  of  Michigan 
notes.  On  their  arrival  at  Beaver,  these  notes  would  neither 
pay  their  stage  fare  nor  tavern  bills.  Brokers  and  moneyed 
men  at  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati  can  now  get  from  18  to  20 
per  cent,  for  their  money.  Some  hereabout  charge  from  15  to 
25  per  cent. 

The  Boston  Courier,  speaking  of  the  distresses  in  the  money 
market,  closes  with  the  following  question: 

"Could  not  the  bank  relieve  all  this  distress  in  twenty-four 
hours,  if  it  were,  itself,  relieved  from  the  persecuting  resent- 
ment of  the  government." 

Certainly.  But  if  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments 
can  be  avoided — it  will  result  from  the  resolution  and  ability  of 
the  bank  to  take  care  of  itself. 

A  bill  is  before  the  legislature  of  Indiana  to  establish  a  state 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  $1,600,000,  to  be  divided  among  ten 
branches — and  half  owned  by  the  state,  half  by  individuals. 

Bills  have  been  reported  for  the  incorporation  of  several  new 
banks  in  Pennsylvania, 

SCRAPS    AND    REMARKS. 

The  National  Gazette  asks — "Why  should  congress  pass  any 
appropriation  bill.''  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  claims  and 
has  exercised  an  indefinite  control  over  the  public  revenue; 
and  the  departments  niay  borrow  or  overdraw  to  any  amount. 
The  agency  of  congress  is  superfluous,  and,  indeed,  imperti- 
nent, under  the  new  theory  and  practice  of  republican  finance. 
What  the  treasurer  of  the  United  states  has  done,  he  may  do 
again — transfer,  while  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lends.  Why 
laws  and  specifications.^ 

The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that  good  bills  on  Eng- 
gland  have  been  sold  at  1^  premium,  or  450  cents  to  the  pound 
sterling.  This,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  only  furnishes 
evidence  of  the  scarcity  of  money  in  tlie  United  States.  The 
legal  value  of  the  £  sterling  is  480  cents  in  the  U.  S.  and  its 
market  value  has  averaged  about  488,  for  many  years  past. 

The  same  paper  afliirms  that  "general  Jackson  is  not  opposed 
to  a  bank,  but  to  the  bank.  His  view  to  the  necessary  modifi- 
cations in  the  charter,  in  order  to  justify  its  renewal,  can  easi- 
ly be  ascertained.  And  being  ascertained,  a  bill  can  be  framed 
accordingly.  Such  a  bill  will  be  certain  to  pass,  unless  it  is  de- 
feated by  the  opposition." 

The  New  York  Evening  Star  says — "We  have  been  asked 
why  the  deposite  banks  in  this  city  refuses  to  take  the  notes  of 
the  deposite  banks  in  other  states,  at  their  counters;  because  it 
seems  strange,  if  the  treasury  deems  such  banks  to  be  safe  de- 
positories of  the  people's  money,  why  their  associates  should 
think  otherwise.  But  our  deposite  banks  say,  that  when  their 
colleagues  in  other  stales  will  place  money  in  this  city  to  meet 
their  notes,  then  they  will  take  them  at  their  counters,  and  not 
till  then.  Will  not  other  states  see  in  this,  the  determination  of 
the  regency  and  K.  C.  to  make  every  thing  tributary  to  the  city 
of  New  York.-"  In  proof  of  this,  the  notes  of  western  and  south- 
ern deposite  banks  are  selling  at  a  discount  o?  five  per  cent! 

We  hear  many  reports  of  extensive  bankruptcies.  If  a  man 
is  possessed  of  property  that  would  have  sold  for  100,000  dol- 
lars on  the  first  day  of  October,  1833,  but  is  now  called  upon  to 
pay  20,000,  he  is  ruined,  unless  saved  through  the  agency  of  the 
shavers,  at  the  rate  of  two  and  three  per  cent,  per  moRth!  or 
ills  aid  of  etrong  persoRal  friends. 


One  of  the  organized  presses  in  the  city  of  New  York  says— 
"Are  they  not  aware  that  a  majority  both  of  the  people  and 
the  people's  representatives  are  against  them,  and  therefore 
their  strife  is  vain.''  That  congress  cannot  restore  the  public 
money  to  the  United  States  bank,  without  the  concurrence  of 
^Andrew  Jackson,  or  a  two-thirds  jnajorify?  and  that  neither  of 
these  can  ever  be  obtained?" 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  says — "Slaves  have  fallen  in  our 
market.  This  is  partly,  perhaps  principally,  owing,  to  some 
derangement  in  the  mode  of  transacting  the  business.  The 
banks  at  New  Orleans  do  not  find  it  convenient  to  draw  bills 
on  Richmond,  but  at  4  uionths — and  the  banks  here  do  not  buy 
bills  but  at  60  days.  It  is  hoped,  that  this  reduction  is  only 
temporary. 

"There  is  a  pressure  in  our  city — but  as  yet  no  failure. 
There  is  much  flour  on  hand— and  near  a  million  of  dollars 
locked  up  in  tobaccos.  As  soon  as  they  find  a  vent,  the  pres- 
sure will  be  very  much  alleviated." 

The  Philadelphia  Sentinel — a  "by  authority"  paper,  says — 
"One  bank,  properly  regulated  or  controlled  is,  unfortunately, 
indispensable  to  preserve  a  safe  and  sound  currency,  and  to 
maintain  credit  and  confidence.  This  has  of  late  been  too  pal- 
pably evidenced  even  in  this  city.  Our  local  banks  have  con- 
fessed their  own  impotence.  They  assert  their  doubt  of  each 
other,  and  their  want  of  confidence  in  themselves.  The  only 
alternative  to  the  public  is  the  establishment  of  one  bank  with 
branches,  restricted  by,  but  not  subservient  to,  the  general  go- 
vernment." 

The  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  seems  to 
have  been  in  general  transferred  to  the  new  deposite  banks — 
and  so  it  is  that,  in  Virginia,  because  of  the  stockholders'  nul- 
lification of  the  agreement  of  the  bank  of  Virginia  with  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  that  the  pension- 
ers, in  that  state,  were  not  paid  at  all!  We  have  yet  to  learn 
what  new  arrangement  has  been  made. 

A  letter  from  Cleveland,  O.  to  a  gentleman  in  New  York, 
dated  Jan.  10,  says — "Until  recently  we  have  had  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  draughts  on  New  York  at  one  percent.  Now  it  ia 
difficult  to  get  city  funds  at  any  rate,  from  the  embarrassed  state 
of  money  matters  at  the  east,  grov.'ing  out  of  the  efforts  of  the 
government  to  destroy  all  confidence  at  home  and  abroad  in  our 
institutions.  If  matters  continue  long  as  they  now  are,  the  ex- 
change will  be  three  or  four  per  cent,  on  New  York,'' 

We  have  the  prices  current  of  bank  notes,  at  Pittsburg. 
Those  of  the  neighborhood,  and  of  Maryland,  &c.  are  i  per 
cent,  discount;  of  New  York  city  1  per  cent.  New  York  (coun- 
try) and  New  England  1^;  some  in  Ohio  2  per  cent.  Michigan 
3,  Indiana  5. 

Now  the  "cream"  of  this  matter  is — that  Pittsburg  notes  are 
at 2  percent,  discount  in  Baltimore;  though  the  same  kinds  of 
bank  bills  that  we  receive  from  them  here,  are  at  a  per  cent,  dis- 
count in  Pittsburg.  But  this  is  a  natural  operation  of  the  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency.  United  States  bank  bills  are  at 
par — every  where. 

Several  of  the  large  manufacturing  establishments  in  Connec- 
ticut, have  dismissed  many  of  their  working  people,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  state,  and  future  prospects  of  the  money 
market.  Every  man  now,  in  regular  and  honest  business, 
wishes  to  reduce  his  responsibilities  to  pay  money.  Thomas 
Elms  &  Co.  hatters,  of  Philadelphia,  have  discharged  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  persons,  though,  in  an  ordinary  state  of  things, 
(as  they  themselves  say  in  the  newspapers),  they  would  have 
f'elt  justified  in  increasing  them  50  per  cent.  But,  the  facilities 
heretofore  nfi'orded  in  the  collection  of  debts,  or  cashing  of  ac- 
ceptances and  draughts,  are  forbidden. 

The  Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette  says — 
"We  learn  witii  deep  regret,  Ihat  the  pressure  has  reached 
Patterson,  New  Jersey;  and,  with  immense  amount  of  property 
in  their  hands,  one  or  two  large  inanufaclurers  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  exigencies;  and  in  this  city,  still  further 
difficulties  are  encountered." 

The  N.  Y.  Standard  a  short  time  since  suggested,  that  con- 
gress had  best  break  up,  and  go  home;  on  which  the  Philadel- 
phia Herald  says — Well,  after  all,  it  may  be  made  a  question, 
"whether  congress  had  not  as  well  break  up,  and  go  home." 
If  the  post  office  department  may,  with  impunity,  borrow  a 
quarter  or  half  a  million  of  dollars,  without  authority,  as  it  has 
done,  why  may  not  the  war  department,  or  the  navy  depart- 
ment, or  any  other  department.'' 

The  Carlisle,  Pa.  Volunteer,  a  decided  administration  paper, 
observes — "We  are  not  now,  nor  never  have  been,  the  advo- 
cates of  the  United  States  bank;  but  we  think  it  somewhat  un- 
just to  censure  the  bank  for  not  discounting  to  the  same  amount 
as  formerly,  when,  by  withdrawing  the  deposites  from  its  vaults, 
it  is  deprived  of  the  means.  As  things  have  turned  out,  we 
wish  the  president  had  taken  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Duane,  Cass 
and  McLane,  and  let  the  deposites  remain  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  in  1836." 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Jan.  9.  The  clamor  which 
has  been  recently  raised  in  aid  of  the  bank  will  soon  be  arrest- 
ed. The  day  of  reaction  appears  to  be  coming.  The  agitators 
will  be  thrown  out,  and  the  bank  will  be  immolated  on  the  altar 
of  the  constitution. 


S74 


ivrj]bEJ5'  REGISTER— JAN.  25,  1834— POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  most  violent  efforts  have  been  made  to  carry  off  the  peo- 
ple of  Virginia — but  in  vain.  They  bore  the  brunt  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war  without  flinching— ^in  the  defence  of  their  liber- 
ties. They  stood  up  under  a  three  years' war  for  "free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights."  They  contributed  manfully  to  put  down  a 
national  banU  nf  ten  millions — will  they  flinch  at  this  time.''  Will 
they  cower  under  the  present  pressure — and  submit  to  the  des- 
potism of  a  moneyed  aristocracy  of  thirty  five  millions! 

We  are  told  ihat  exchange  on  England  has  been  sold  at  New 
Yorkj  at  vvliat  is  called  par — that  is  at  444  cents  the  pound  ster- 
ling. The  real  par,  that  is,  the  value  of  silver  compared  with 
that  of  gold,  in  England,  is  about  488  cents — the  legal  par  480. 
This  fall  of  exchange  is  about  equal  to  9  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  cotton  for  export,  almost  one  cent,  per  pound. 

There  has  been  a  great  decline  in  the  prices  of  our  stocks  at 
London,  and  but  little  was  doing  in  them.  At  liome,  the  stock 
jobbing  business  is  "very  uncertaini"  Sales,  as  they  are  called, 
are  made  chiefly  ^'on  time'' — which  is  about  the  same  thing  as 
betting  that  a  stock  will  rise  or  fall,  in  a  given  period. 

Superfine  flour,  at  Alexandria,  ^4  50.  Wheat  90  cents. 
There  has  been  a  like  decline  in  the  price  of  all  sorts  of  commo- 
dities, except  gold  and  silver,  and  bank  notes  which  have  a  par 
value,  in  money! 

The  Philadelphia  Evening  Post  says — "Three  months  ago. 
nearly  all  the  notes  of  hundreds  of  local  banks  could  be  sold 
here  for  1,  2  or  3  per  cent. — 7iow,  the  discount  on  small  notes  of 
Ohio  is  5  per  cent. — Kentucky  and  Tennessee  10 — Virginia  3  to 
5 — Carolina  5 — Georgia  8 — Louisiana  10  and  12." 

We  have  another  account  of  the  rates  of  discount  at  Phila- 
delphia, as  follows:  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Balti- 
more, ^  a  1  percent.  Maryland,  (country  notes).  District  of 
Columbia,  Virginia  and  Pittsburg  1  a  l^;  others  as  above  stated. 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands,  says  the  Miners' 
Journal,  were  discharged  last  week,  on  the  Danville  and  Potts- 
ville  rail  road — and  the  work  suspended  for  the  present,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  money. 

The  Washington  City  Examiner  of  Saturday  last  says — It  is 
doubtful  whellier,  in  time  of  peace,  the  state  of  the  country  ever 
furnished  greater  cause  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  than  at  this  jjeriod. 
We  know  that  there  are  letters  now  in  the  city,  just  received 
from  prominent  supporters  of  the  administration,  calculated  to 
strike  terror  into  the  boldest  heart,  and  describing  the  degree  of 
danger,  which  exists,  in  language  not  to  be  read  without  dis- 
may. 

The  Baltimore  Patriot  says  that  during  the  week  ending  11th 
Jan.  1833, 14,204  bbls.  flour  were  received  in  Baltimore,  and  the 
price  was  ^5  68f — and  that  on  the  week  ending  lOfh  Jan.  1834, 
9,914  bbls.  were  received,  the  price  falling  to  $4.  75! 

MESSRS.  GALES  AND  SEATON. 

TO    THE    HON.    JAMES    K.    POLK,    REPRESENTATIVE    IN    CONGRESS. 

Ojficc  of  the  National  hitelligencer,  January  6th,  1834. 

Sir:  We  have  read,  in  a  report  of  the  conclusion  of  your  late 
speech  in  the  house  of  representatives,  purporting  to  have  been 
corrected  by  yourself,  as  published  in  the  Globe  of  yesterday, 
and  transferred  to-day  to  the  columns  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, the  following  passage: 

"Was  not  the  hank,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  bona  fide 
owner  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  was 
it  not  the  real,  if  not  the  ostensible  and  nominal  printer  to  that 
house?" 

So  long  as  the  allegation  implied  in  the  question  thus  put  by 
you,  in  addressing  the  chair  of  the  house  of  representatives,  was 
confined  to  the  columns  of  the  party  press,  which  every  one 
knows  is  not  very  nice  in  its  discrimination  between  truth  and 
error,  we  did  not  conceive  that  we  were  called  upon  to  make 
any  specific  reply  (o  it.  As,  however,  these  alhgalions  have 
made  such  an  impression  on  your  mind  as  to  induce  you  to  urge 
Ihem  in  argument  before  the  elevated  and  honorable  body  of 
which  you  are  a  member,  we  owe  it  to  you  to  undeceive  you, 
and,  through  you,  the  public,  in  the  matter  in  question.  The 
charge  having  been  publicly  made,  from  a  source  so  respecta- 
ble, shall  be  publicly  met  and  ansvrered. 

We  therefore  do  here  explicitly  state,  in  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion you  have  publicly  put,  that  the  bank  is  not.  either  6o««^(ie 
OT  mala  fide,  to  any  intent  or  purpose  vvh.iisoever,  "owner  of 
the  National  IntelliL'encer."  We  do  therefore  also  further  stale, 
that  the  bank  is  neither  real,  ostensible  or  nominal,  printer  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  that  no  one  is  legally  entille<l 
to  that  honor  but  the  undersigned.  We  do,  moreover,  further 
state,  that  for  the  lai'ter  suggestion,  whatever  you  have  been 
told  (as  we  have  no  doubt  you  have)  to  the  contrary,  there  is 
not  the  slightest  foundation,  nor  even  the  shadow  of  a  pretence. 

For  your  further  information  on  this  subject  we  do  ourselves 
the  honor  to  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  material  part  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed, during  the  past  summer,  to  the  editor  of  a  journal  at  a 
distance  from  this  place,  who  had  been  led  into  the  same  error 
as  vourself. 

With  high  respect  and  consideration,  we  are,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servants,  GALES  &  SEATON. 

Washington,  Aug.  1,  1833. 
Sir — We  have   read  your  comment  on  our  statement  con- 
cerning the  ridiculous  story  of  the  establishment  of  the  National 


Intelligencer  being  the  property  of  the  bank.  We  cannot  con- 
sistently with  our  notion  of  what  we  owe  to  the  character  of 
the  National  Intelligencer,  and  to  ourselves,  again  allude  to 
this  subject  in  our  columns.  We  therefore  give  you,  privately, 
the  information  which  you  appear  sincerely  to  desire. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  our  relations  with  the  bank,  nor  any 
objection  to  their  full  exposure,  except  to  the  indelicacy  of  bring- 
ing our  private  concerns,  as  if  they  were  of  national  importance, 
into  public  view. 

The  bank,  you  say,  has  an  absolute  title  to  the  property  of 
the  Intelligencer.  The  error  into  which  the  Globe  has  purposely 
led  you  consists  in  confounding  the  huilding  occupied  by  our 
printing  office  with  the  establishment  of  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer. That  building  was  sold  at  public  auction,  in  May  or  June, 
1829,  and  bought  by  the  bank.  We  have  ever  since  rented  it 
from  the  bank,  as  you  probably  rent  an  oflice  from  some  one  or 
other,  and  pay  them  for  it  a  rent  of  $600  a  year,  being  a  higher 
rent  than  they  could  probably  get  from  any  body  else.  In  this 
particular  transaction,  the  bank  is  certainly  more  indebted  to 
us,  than  we  to  the  bank.  If  you  desire  official  evidence  of  the 
fjilsity  of  the  intimation  of  the  Globe,  you  will  find  it  in  the  en- 
closed paper. 

[the  paper  enclosed  in  the  above.] 
Offi.ce   United  States  bank,   Washington,  Aug.  7,1833. 
Sir— In  reply  to  your  favor  of  this  day,  [  have  the  pleasure  of 
stating  that  the  establishment  of  the  National  Intelligencer  is  not, 
according  to   my  knou-ledge   or  belief  owned  by   the   hank  of  the 
United  States.     It  was   many  years  since  pledged  by  deed  of 
trust,  to  secure  debts  due  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  but  has 
never  been  sold  under  that  deed.    The  building  occupied  as  a 
printing  office  was  sold  and  purchased  by  the  bank,  and   has 
since  the  sale  been  under  rent  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  H.  SMITH,  president. 

THE  POST  MASTER  GENERAL'S  REPORTS— 1832  &  183.3. 

REPORT  OF  1832 — ABSTRACTS  AND  EXTRACTS. 

The  report  begins  with  an  earnest  commendation  of  improve- 
ments in  the  frequency  of  the  mails,  and  of  the  extension  of 
them. 

Then  follow  the  usual  tables  shewing  the  increased  annual 
transportation  of  the  nsails,  the  length  of  the  roads  in  each 
state,  and  the  sum  of  the  annual  transportation  in  each  state, 
&c. 

The  increased  annual  transportation  from  July  1,  1831,  to 
same  1832,  was  given  as  8,156,329  miles;  the  length  of  the  roads 
in  the  several  states  made  an  aggregate  of  104,476  miles,  and 
the  annual  transportations  for  the  vear  1832,  were — In  stages 
16,222,742  miles;  steam  boats  490,301,  on  horseback  and  lu 
sulkies  6,902,977— total  23,625,021  miles. 

Next  follows  a  long  account  of  the  improvements  made  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  during  the  year  just  ended,  as  to 
arrangement,  location  and  extent  of  them. 

The  following  is  the  concluding  part  of  the  report,  and  takes 
in  all  that  is  said  of  the  finances  of  the  department,  or  which 
has  a  direct  relation  thereto — 

"These  improvements,  which  have  considerably  enhanced  the 
expenses  of  the  department,  have  already  produced  an  increase 
of  revenue  that  begins  to  be  sensibly  felt;  and  pro.mise,  within 
a  short  time,  more  than  a  remuneration  for  all  their  cost. 
Though  improvements  always  incur  an  expense  before  the  re- 
venues which  they  yield  can  be  realized,  yet  with  all  the  in- 
crease of  mail  facilities  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1832,  the  revenues  of  the  department  have,  within  a  very  in- 
considerable sum,  equalled  its  expenses. 

The  revenue  of  the  department,  comprising  the  whole  amount 
of  postages  accruing  within  the  year  commencing  July  1,  1831, 
and  ending  June  30,  1832,  amounts  to  ^2,258,570  17 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  within  the 
same  period,  were. 

For  compensation  to  posttnasters,   $    715,481  68 

For  transportation  of  the  mail,  1,482,507  22 

For  incidental  expenses,  68,111  45 

. 2,266,100  35 

Making  an  excess  of  expenditure  be- 
yond the  revenue  for  the  year,  of         7,530  IS 

Within  the  same  period  there  was 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
Stales,  by  irregular  deposltes,  the 
sum  of  71  31 

Making,  together,  a  reduction  of  the 
funds  of  the  department  of  7,601  49 

The  surplus  fund  available  to  the  department  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1831,  assuming  thai  the  whole 
amount  of  postage  accruing  from  July  1,  1828, 
had  bcu  collected,  was  estimated  to  be  210,412  89 

From  which  deduct  the  above  sum  of  7,601  49 


And  the   surplus  available  fund  was,  on  the  1st 

July,  1832,  202,811  40 

The  revenue  of  the  department  was. 
For  the  year  endins  June  .30,  1829,      ^1.707,418  42 
'  June  30,  1830,         1,850,583  10 
June  30,  1831,         1.997,811  54 
June  30,  1832,         2,258,570  17 
The  increase  of  postage  over  that  of  the  preced- 
inj;  year  was, 
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For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1829,         ^108,540  47 

June  30,  1830,  143,164  68 

June  30,  1831,  147,228  44 

June  30,  1832,  260,758  63 

Being  a  greater  increasie  lor  tlie  year  (Miding  June  30,  1832, 

by  $113,530  19,  ilian  accrued  during  any  proM-edinj;  year. 

Tliis  may  he  attributed,  [jrineipally,  to  the  iinirrovenients  in 
mail  lacilities^;  and  tlie  increasie  for  tlie  current  year  may  be 
safely  estimated  at  a  still  (greater  amount.  The  contracts  for 
tlie  eastern  section  of  tlie  United  States,  cojnpri:-ing  New  York 
and  the  New  England  states,  all  expi:-e  on  tlieSl'^t  of  DncRn.bc 
next,  and  have  just  been  renf"'^'^?  toneilier  wiin  nc^vv-<niiiaets 
for  transporting  the  mai'^  on  the  routes  established  by  law  of 
the  last  session  of  congress. 
The  annual  amount  paid  for  transporting  the  mail 

in  that  section,  under  the  old  contracts,  is  ^328,945  92 

The  annual  amount  which  will  he  required  un- 
der the  new  contracts  in  that  section,  includ- 
ing all  the  old  routes,  with  many  important  im- 
provements; also,  for  142  new  mail  routes  estab- 
lished in  that  section  by  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion, is  421,156  19 


Making  an  increase  of  expenditure  in  that  sec- 
tion of  92,210  27 

The  contracts  have  also  been  made  for  the  new 
routes  established  by  the  law  of  last  session  in 
the  other  sections,  amounting  to  13,111  miles 
of  new  post  roads,  on  298  new  routes,  for  the 
annual  sum  of  71,945  75 


Requiring  together  an  annual  increase  of  expen- 


diture ot 


164,156  02 


These  contracts  will  go  into  operation  on  the  1st 
of  January  next;  and  within  the  year  which 
wilt  tetniinate  on  the  30th  June,  1833,  one-half 
of  the  above  increase  will  be  incurred,  amount- 
ing to  $82,078  01 

At  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the  progressive  increase  of  re- 
venue from  postage,  there  will  be  more  than  a  sufficiency  to 
meet  this  sum. 

The  increase  of  postages  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June, 
1832,  was,  as  above  stated,  $280,758  63  above  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year;  but,  in  an  increase  of  postages,  there  is  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  commissions  for  compensation  to  postmasters. 

After  deducting  these  commissions,  the  remainder,  constitut- 
ing the  nett  proceeds  of  postages,  is  applicable  to  the  payments 
tor  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  the  incidental  expenses 
of  the  department.  The  nett  proceeds  of  postages  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1832,  exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  year 
^180,305  43.  If  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  nett  proceeds  of 
postages  for  the  year  which  will  end  on  the  30ih  June,  1833, 
shall  only  equal  that  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  J832,  it  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $196,823  06  above  that  of  the  last 
year,  which  will  exceed  the  additional  amount  required  for 
transportation  by  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  pro- 
vided no  farther  improvements  shall  be  made,  without  estimat- 
ing any  thing  for  postages  that  may  arise  on  the  new  routes. 
But  a  greater  ratio  of  increase  of  ihe  nett  amount  of  revenue 
may  be  fairly  calculated  upon  from  the  very  extensive  improve- 
ments which  have  been  made;  and  the  accounts  of  postmasters 
for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  l§t  of  October  last,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  examined,  exhibit  an  increase  of  nett  proceeds  of 
postages  at  the  rate  of  $260,000,  a  year  above  those  of  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  June,  1832. 

There  were  in  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  July,  1831, 
8,686  post  offices.  The  number  on  the  30th  June,  1832,  was 
increased  to  9,203.  The  constant  supervision  of  that  number 
of  postmasters,  correcting  abuses,  enforcing  the  strict  obser- 
vance of  the  laws  and  institutions,  and,  above  all,  requiring  of 
each  to  account  faithfully  and  promptly  for  all  the  postag(!s  re- 
ceived, are  essentially  necessary  to  all  the  other  operations  of 
the  department;  and  while  the  present  system  is  strictly  adher- 
ed to  in  the  order  of  the  transactions  of  the  department,  it  is 
Qjonfidently  believed  that  its  operations  will  be  attended  with 
harmony  and  success.  I  have  the  honor  tp  be,  with  high  re 
gard,  your  obedient  servant,        WILLIAM  T.  BARRY, 

postmaster  general. 

November  30,  1832. 

General  post  office  department,  November  30, 1833. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  When,  in  1829,  the  functions  of  this  department  devolv 
ed  upon  me,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  amounted  to 
13,700,000  miles.  The  contracts  then  in  existence,  with  the 
other  expenses  of  the  department,  had,  within  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1829, diminished  its  surplus  revenue  $101,256  03; 
and  those  contracts  v\ere  still  in  force  from  one  to  four  years  in 
prospect. 

The  surplus  available  revenue  had  been  reduced  to  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  $230,849  07 

But  it  has  subsequently  been  ascertained,  that  there 
had  been  expenses  incurred  for  transportation  per- 
formed prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  which  vvere  not 
embraced  in  that  account,  to  the  amount  of  64,248  76 


l^he  annual  transportation  Of  the  mail  was,  on  the  lat  July, 

1833,  26,854,485  miles. 

The  annual  amount  of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  stages 
and  steamboats,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  was  6,507,818  miles. 

The  annual  amount  of  the  transportation  of  the  m;iil  in  str»«P8 
and  steamboats,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  was  18,322,576  miles. 

The  expense  of  tran-^poiling  the  mail  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1829,  was  $1,1.53,646  21. 

The  r-vn^r.^..  -rcinsportins  the  mail  for  the  year  endi*^*  soih 
j-unc,  1833,  was  $1,894,688  08. 

The  gross  amount  of  no>ta''p-  -..=.uTuting  the  rerenueg 
of  the  department,  wn-,  ^l'  mB  year  ending  30tli  June,  1829, 
$1,707,418  42. 

The  gross  amount  of  postages  for  the  year  ending  30th  June 
1833,  was  $2,616,538  27. 

The  inciden'tal  expenses  of  the  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30tli  June,  1829,  amounted  to  $69,249  08. 

The  incidental  expen.-es  of  the  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30ih  June,  1833,  amounting  to  $87,701  61. 

The  number  ot  post  offices  in  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1829,  was  8,004. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  the  number  of  post  offices  in  the  U. 
States  was  10,127. 

The  increase  of  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  within 
the  four  years  ending  tiie  30th  June,  1833,  is  13,1.54,485  miles, 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  transportation  in  1829. 

The  increase  of  the  annual  amount  of  postages  within  the 
same  period,  is  $909,119  85,  and  the  whole  amount  is  more 
than  the  double  of  what  it  was  in  1825. 

The  average  expense  of  transporting  the  mail  in  1829,  was 
eight  cents  and  four-tetiths  ofa  cent  per  mile. 

The  average  expense  of  transporting  the  mail  in  18.33,  is  seven 
cents  and  fifty  seven  hundredths  of  a  cent  per  mile;  making  a 
difTerence  in  the  rate  per  mile,  of  eighty  three  hundredths  ofa 
cent,  equal,  for  the  whole  service,  to  $222,892  22  per  year  less, 
in  proportion  to  the  service  performed,  than  the  expense  of 
transportation  in  1829,  besides  a  great  increase  in  expedition  be- 
tween the  principal  commercials,  and  a  much  greater  proportion 
of  the  whole  performed  in  stages. 

After  carrying  into  effect  the  law  of  the  last  congress  estab- 
lishing new  mail  routes,  the  present  length  of  mail  roads  in  the 
United  States,  amounts  to  119,916  miles,  viz: 
Miles. 


In  Maine, 

3,824 

New  Hampshire, 

2,480 

Vermont 

2,531 

Massachusetts, 

4,845 

Rhode  Island, 

491 

Connecticut, 

2,701 

New  York, 

13,2.56 

New  Jersey, 

1,981 

Pennsylvania, 

11,010 

Delaware, 

494 

Maryland, 

2,102 

Virginia, 

10, ,588 

North  Carolina, 

6,850 

South  Carolina, 

4.516 

Georgia, 

5,274 

In  Florida 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Arkansas, 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 
Michigan, 
Indiana, 
Illinois, 
Missouri, 

Making  tagether 


Miles. 
1,131 
4,433 
2,462 
1,462 
2,309 
6,761 
5,993 
8,977 
1,495 
5,361 
4.459 
2,170 

119,916 


Over  these  roads,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  on 
the  first  of  July  last,  was, 


Which  reduced  the  real  surplus  to 


$168,600  31 


r     .             In  steam- 
In  stages.         ^„„f. 

On  horse 
back ^ in 

Total. 

ty  V          !-*» 

sulkies. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

In  Maine 

708,184 

3,328 

267.010 

978,.522 

New  Hampshire, 

622,238 

- 

111.854 

734,092 

Vermont, 

634,686 

- 

106,260 

740,926 

Massachusetts, 

1,563,640 

23,712 

150,037 

1,737,389 

Rhode  Island, 

117,988 

- 

16,692 

134,680 

Connecticut, 

598,987 

17,376 

175,608 

791,971 

New  York, 

3,053,558 

155,339 

854.937 

4,063,834 

New  Jersey, 

548.330 

- 

100,840 

649.170 

Pennsylvania, 

2,414,801 

- 

762,873 

3,177.674 

Delaware, 

92,674 

- 

17,264 

109,938 

Maryland, 

585,792 

58,380 

161,588 

805,760 

Virgina, 

1,277,846 

88,500 

778,906 

2,145,2.52 

North  Carolina, 

829,415 

15,238 

427,076 

1.271,779 

South  Carolina, 

658,524 

- 

275.548 

934,072 

Georgia, 

368,012 

- 

498,628 

866.638 

Florida, 

47,112 

41,600 

85,612 

175  ,,324 

Alabama, 

429,97a 

96,360 

3.i3,652 

879,990 

Mississippi, 

78,002 

- 

282,756 

360,758 

liouisiana. 

48,516 

15,704 

156,676 

220,896 

Arkansas, 

- 

- 

231, .5.56 

231,555 

Tennessee, 

513,453 

- 

502,.320 

1,015,773 

Kentucky, 

628.072 

45.000 

540,240 

1,213,312 

Ohio, 

1,216,801 

47,150 

618,190 

1,882,141 

Michigan, 

144,952 

- 

89,512 

234,464 

Indiana, 

198,268 

21,000 

487,814 

705,082 

Illinois, 

236,522 

. 

293,278 

529,800 

Missouri, 

79,508 

- 

184,184 

263,692 

Total 


17,693,839    628,737    8,531,909    26,854,485 
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The  increase  of  transportation  from  the  1st  Julfj- 1832,  to  the 
Ist  July,  1833,  has  been, 

In  stages, 1,471,096  miles. 

In  steamboats,     .        .        .        .        .        129,436       " 
On  horse  back  and  in  sulkies,        .        1,628,932      " 


Making  together, 


9,4643,22 


nnriV.^  -method  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  trans- 
pui tills -i>^  always  been  kepi  in  Uii°  doj.:irtrnent,  has 

led  to  a'nisa^^inave.a^^'ay^^^^^  extending  ^mp^v.- 

ments  in  mail  facilities!  "i  "'^^  ^^^^  the  earliest  records 

of  the  department,  to  have  been  a  lu.'v,  ..^.t  to  enter  to  the  credit 
of  a  contractor,  nor  to  charge  to  the  account  of  transportation, 
the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail  on  iiis  route,  till  after  he  had 
signed  his  contract  and  bond,  and  returned  them  to  the  depart- 
ment with  proper  security,  though  the  service  may  have  been 
regularly  performed,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  moneys  actual- 
ly paid.  It  has  sometimes  happened  that  contracts  of  the  great- 
est magnitude  have,  trom  various  causes,  remained  for  more 
than  a  year  unreturned.  In  such  cases,  tliough  the  expenses 
have  been  incurred,  they  do  not  appear  in  tiie  transportation 
account,  and  though  tlie  moneys  may  have  been  paid  to  the 
contractors,  they  stand  on  the  books  as  balances  to  that  amount 
due  from  them  to  the  department,  constituting  a  part  of  its  sur- 
plus fund;  when,  in  fact,  they  constitute  a  part  of  the  actual 
expense  incurred  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  The  con- 
sequence has  been,  that  the  expenses  for  transporting  the  mail 
within  any  given  period  of  time,  as  shown  in  the  accounts,  and 
reported  annually  through  the  executive,  have  been  always  cal- 
culated to  exhibit  an  amount  considerably  less  than  what  has 
actually  been  incurred.  This  is  an  imperfection  not  of  recent 
origin,  but  one  which  appears  to  have  been  co-existent  with  the 
department.  When  the  number  of  contracts  was  fe?v,  and  the 
surplus  revenue  bore  a  large  latio  to  its  whole  annual  amount, 
the  effect  was  unimportant;  but  in  the  increased  number  of  mail 
routes,  and  the  diminution  of  its  surplus  revenue,  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  serious  inconvenience.  From  the  statements 
growing  out  of  this  system,  thus  illusory  in  their  results,  toge- 
ther with  the  great  expense  of  carrying  into  effect  the  law  of 
the  last  congress  establishing  new  mail  routes,  and  a  disposition 
to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  public  in  the  improvement  of  mail 
facilities,  I  was  led  to  carry  those  improvements  to  an  extent 
which  it  was  found  the  resources  of  the  department  would  not 
well  sustain.  When  the  inconvenience  was  felt,  the  cause  was 
carefully  investigated,  and  the  following  result  was  disclosed. 
Prompt  directions  were  given  for  the  correction  of  the  error  in 
future.  It  is  not  possible  to  determine,  to  an  exact  certainty, 
tlie  whole  expense  incurred  for  transportation  within  any  recent 
period;  because  it  will  often  happen  that  improvements  will  be- 
come necessary,  even  for  the  fulfilment  of  existing  laws,  the 
expenses  of  which,  for  want  of  proper  evidence,  must  be  re- 
served for  subsequent  adjustment,  and  so  come  into  the  account 
for  a  later  period  than  that  in  which  tlie  services  were  perform- 
ed. But  these  variations  are  of  an  inconsiderable  amount  com- 
pared with  the  differences  resulting  from  the  system  heretofore 
observed. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1829,  which  was  the  close  of  the  first 
quarter  in  which  I  had  assumed  the  functions  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  expenses  which  had  been  incurred  for  transporting 
the  mail  were  $64,248  76  more  than  the  amount  stated  in  my 
report  to  that  day. 

On  the  1st  day  of  July,  1832,  the  day  to  which  my  last  report 
reaches,  there  was  stated  to  be  a  surplus  of  available  funds, 
after  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  the  department  up  to  that 
day,  of  $202,811  40 

It  is,  however,  now  ascertained,  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  for  transportation  which  had  ac- 
tually been  performed  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1832,  beyond  the  amount  stated  in  that  report, 
were  205,656  07 

So  that,  instead  of  a  surplus  on  that  day,  tiie 
department  was  actually  indebted,  on  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1832,  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  its 
available  funds,  admitting  that  no  losses  of  post- 
ages should  be  sustained  2,844  67 

The  gross  amount  of  postages  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  June,  1832,  was  2,258,570  17 

The  gross  amount  of  postages  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  June,  1833,  was  2,616,538  27 

Making  an  increase  for  the  year  over  the  for- 
mer year,  of  $357,968  10 

The  nett  proceeds  of  postages,  after  deducting  commissions  to 
postmasters  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  their  offices,  for  the 
year  ending  the  30lh  June,  1832,  was  $1,543,098  49 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1833,  it  was  1,790,254  65 


Making  an  increase  of  nett  proceeds  for  the 
year,  of  $247,156  16 

The  expences  of  the  department,  incurred  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1833,  were  as  follows,  viz. 

Compensation  to  postmasters,  including  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  their  offices-— 


$202,431  26 
200,151  51 
214,935  50 
208,765  35 


435,892  95 
441,183  01 
499,185  96 
518,426  16 


$826,283  62 


1,894,688  08 
87,601  61 


3d  quarter,  1832 
4t]i  quarter,  " 
1st  quarter,  1833 
2d  quarter,    " 

Transportation  of  the  mail — 
3d  quarter,  1832 
4th  quarter,  " 
1st  quarter,  18.']3 
2d  quarter,    " 

Incicloiii:il  expenses  for  tho  y*>ar 

Making  together  $2,808,673  31 

The  gross  amount  of  postages  for  the  same  period  was — 
3d  quarter,  1832  642,689  22 

4th  quarter,  "  630,464  47 

1st  quarter,  1833  673.9.57  67 

2d  quarter,    "  669,426  91 

2,616,538  27 

Leaving  a  deficit  of  192,135  04 

Add  this  sum  paid  into  the  treasury  by  irregu- 
lar deposites,  having  been  placed  by  the  receiv- 
ing officer  to  the  credit  of  that  department  instead 
of  this  228  69 

The  balance  due  by  the  department  on  the  1st 
July,  1832,  as  above  stated  2,844  67 

And  the  department  was  indebted,  on  the  1st 
July,  1833,  beyond  the  amount  of  available  ba- 
lances due  to  it,  in  the  sum  of  $195,208  40 

The  annual  expense  of  transporting  the  mail 
under  existing  contracts,  with  all  their  improve- 
ments, is  $2,033,289  42 

The  incidental  expenses  of  the  department, 
estimated  at  90,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  expense  for  a  year  $2,123,289  42 

The  nett  proceeds  of  postages  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1833,  amounted  to    $1,790,254  65 

The  nett  increase  for  that  year 
over  the  preceding  year,  and 
which  may  be  safely  estimated 
as  continuing,  was  247,156  16 

Making  the  nett  revenue  for  the  current  year      $2,037,410  81 


Leaving  a  deficit  $85,878  61 

The  former  method  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  expenses 

of  transportation  would  have  left  out  of  this  report  expenses  for 

transportation,  as  if  they  had  not  been  incurred,  because  not 

entered  under  their  proper  dates,  the  sum  of  $91,658  82,  viz: 

For  services  performed  prior  to  July  1,  1832  $22,294  44 

For  services  performed  during  3d  quarter,  1832  9,420  50 

"  «  4th  quarter,  1832  9,932  21 

"  «  1st  quarter,  1833         22,872  70 

"  «  2d  quarter,  1833  27,138  97 

Making  together  $91,658  82 

This,  had  the  imperfection  of  that  system  remained  unobserv- 
ed, would  have  made  the  department  appear  to  be  less  indebt- 
ed, by  that  amount,  than  what  it  is  in  reality. 

The  discovery  of  the  excess  of  expenditures  beyond  its  reve- 
nues, at  once  showed  the  necessity  of  retrenchment.  The  only 
practicable  means  of  doing  this,  was  Ihe  withdrawal  of  some  of 
the  improvements  which  had  been  made,  and  on  such  routes 
as  would  be  least  injurious  to  the  public,  and  least  prejudicial 
to  the  revenues  of  the  department. 

This  has  been  done  with  great  care  and  attention  to  these 
two  points.  The  reductions  have  been  directed  on  the  trans- 
portation to  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  January  next,  to  the  an- 
nual amount  of  $202,370 

The  contracts  have  been  renewed  for  the  south- 
western section,  comprising  the  states  of  Louisia- 
na, Mississippi,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Il- 
linois and  Indiana,  and  the  territory  of  Arkansaf, 
with  a  greater  amount  of  improvements  than  cur- 
tailments, at  an  annual  saving  of  71,893 

Making  together  an  annual  retrenchment  in  the 
expenses  of  the  department  of  $274,263 

In  making  these  retrenchments,  many  of  the  principal  con- 
tractors who  were  to  be  affected  by  them,  seeing  the  necessity 
which  induced  the  measure,  have  readily  declared  their  cordial 
acquiescence  in  it;  and,  with  a  patriotic  spirit  becoming  their 
character,  have  shown  a  determination  to  sustain  the  depart- 
ment, as  a  paramount  object,  at  any  sacrifices  which  it  may  re- 
quire on  their  part. 

After  the  reductions  shall  take  eflTect,  the  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  will  still  be  25,527,957  miles. 

[Here  a  table  like  the  preceding,  (less  the  reductions),  is  in- 
serted.] 

Thus,  it  will  appear,  that  but  a  part  of  the  improvements  will 
be  withdrawn  to  enable  the  department  still  to  rely  exclusively 
on  its  own  resources,  as  the  annual  transportation  will  still  be, 
after  the  1st  January  next,  1,902,936  miles  more  than  it  was  on 
the  1st  July,  1832.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly, 
your  obedient  servant,  W.  T.  BARRY. 


LY  RECilSTER. 
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One  subject,  just  now,  seems  to  absorb  all  others — the 
pressure  tor  money,  and  the  various  questions  which  be- 
long to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  curi-ency,  &c. 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  public  press  overflows  with 
matter  in  relation  to  things  which  appear  to  be  upper- 
most in  almost  every  man's  thoughts.  We  believed  it 
our  duty  to  make  a  record,  as  it  were,  of  tlie  feelings  of 
the  time;  and,  perhaps,  space  enough  has  been  given  for 
that  purpose.  Future  notices  of  current  events  shall  be 
more  briefly  made,  and  in  a  general  way,  except  with  re- 
gard to  otficial  articles,  and  others  that  have  a  more  than 
usually  imposing  character.  We  want  the  room  for 
other  subjects. 

A  day  or  two  since,  it  was  thought,  that,  in  the  neces- 
sity of  having  some  establishment  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency and  keep  it  uniform,  a  compromise  would  be 
made,  and  the  present  public  distress  be  relieved;  but 
Mr.  WrighVs  remarks  in  the  senate,  (see  the  proceed- 
ings) have  damped  the  hopes  that  were  entertained.  The 
cord  of  credit,  if  the  term  maybe  used,  is  now  so  severe- 
ly stretched,  that  we  fear  it  must  quickly  break,  if  not 
"eased  off"."  February  and  March  are  always  the  worst 
months  in  the  business  part  of  the  year.  Money,  as  the 
phrase  is,  is  becoming  scarcer  and  scarcer  every  day, 
tor  every  day  adds  to  the  general  wants  of  dealing  men. 

If  any  one  is  disposed  to  have  a  hearty  laugh,  vi^e  refer 
him  to  certain  matters,  in  a  subsequent  page,  in  relation 
to  the  performance  of  a  "niitional  drama"  at  Annapolis, 
a  few  days  ago.  But  who  should  wear^ the  ^'■cap  and 
bells"  we  say  not.  Several  nhay  rightfully  contend  for 
them ! 

By  a  resolution  attached  to  the  proceedings  at  Norfolk, 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Taze- 
tpell,  now  governor  of  Virginia,  was  requested  to  present 
the  thanks  of  that  meeting  to  Mr.  Duane,  late  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  for  the  course  that  he  pursued,  &c.  We 
have  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  ensued  in  con- 
sequence, and  shall  insert  it  next  week. 

It  appears  that  the  disputes  with  Alabama  are  quieted, 
at  least  for  the  present.  We  wish  to  insert  the  papers 
on  this  subject. 

A  fine  edition,  with  many  illustrative  engravings,  of 
the  famous  letters  of  major  Jack  Downing,  addressed  to 
the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Advertiser,  is  about  to  ap- 
pear, from  the  press  of  Harper  he  Brothers,  New  York. 

We  notice  some  other  new  and  rea/ "reforms"  in  the 
post  office.  Two  postmasters  in  Michigan  have  been  ar- 
rested for  robbing  the  mail.  One  of  them  plead  guilty— 
the  other,  with^ue  indictments  against  him,  not  guilty. 
His  fate  is  not  yet  l^nown  to  us.  Several  other  like  cases 
have  lately  liappened.  And  a  postmaster  in  New  York 
has  been  dismissed,  because  he  published  his  list  of  un- 
called-for letters  in  an  anti-administration  paper. 

It  is  expected  that  the  senate  of  the  United  States  will 
take  up  the  affiiirs  of  the  post  office  department  as  soon 
as  the  deposite  question,  is  disposed  of.  It  is  intimated 
that  the  whole  deficiency  may  amount  to  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. 

Tire  great  case  of  Josiah  Rand.^11,  jr.  vs.  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal  compaiw,  was  decided  at  New  Castle, 
on  the  25th  Januax'y,  ult.  The  jury  was  empannelled  on 
the  9th  December — so  the  trial  lasted  seven  weeks,  witli 
the  exception  of  a  recess  at  Christmas.  The  ai-guments 
of  the  counsel  occupied  two  weeks.  The  charge  v.as 
civen  on  Tuesday  evening  the  21  st  Jatuiary,  by  the  junior 
ssociate  judge,  ffarrins'ion.  The  jury  were  in  their  re- 
tirement four  days,  (bfmg  allowed  refreslmient  and  re- 
pose) in  mak'uig  up  their  inquisition  and  verdict:  which 
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they  gave,  awarding  to  the  plaintiff"  the  sum  of  txvo  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty^ 
five  dollars  damages  for  the  breaches  of  covenant  com- 
plained of. 

Mr.  Clayton,  one  of  the  senators  from  Delaware,  was 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff". 

Some  short  time  ago,  Mr.  Thomas  P.  M^ore,  ex- 
minister  to  Colombia,  being  at  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
was  assailed  by  Mr.  S.  M.  Broivn,  of  Louisville,  on  ac- 
count of  an  old  quarrel,  and  a  very  rough  aftiiir  ensued — 
the  particujars  of  which  we  shall  not  record.  The  af- 
fair is  mentioned  only  to  remark,  that  the  publications 
since  made  by  the  parlies,  are  not  at  all  creditable  to 
either;  and  we  are  surprised  at  the  currency  which  has 
been  given  to  them. 

In  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  a  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  with  a  preamble  declar- 
ing the  total  failure  of  the  penitentiary  system,  as  a 
means  of  preventing  crime,  and  declaring  the  expediency 
of  petitioning  congress  to  negotiate  for  lands  in  the  South 
sea,  or  elsewhere,  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  convicts. 

A  check  for  96  dollars,  drawn  by  the  bank  of  Virginia 
on  the  office  at  Fredericksburg,  was  altered  to   one  of 
$9,600,  and   so  well   done  that  it  was  paid  on  demand. 
A  reward  of  $1,000  is  offered  for  (he  rogue  and  the  mo- 
ney, if  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  latt^gr  is  recovered. 

Many  cases  of  the  small  pox  have  appeared  at  Mana- 
yunk,  a  large  manufacturing  town  near  Philadelphia. 
The  whole  number  was  about  400 — of  which  20  termi- 
nated fatally.  Vigorous  measures  have  been  adopted  to 
prevent  a  further  spreading  of  this  loathsome  disease. 

The  deaths  at  New  Orleans  in  the  year  which  ended  in 
October  last,  were  more  than  12,000-— the  average  popu- 
lation does  not  exceed  60,000,  and  20  per  c^at.  died  in 
one  year!  ^ 

—.  '  "*tf 

The  house  occupied  as  the  office  of  the  "Richmond 
Whig"  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  at  about  1  A.  M. 
of  Jan.  24,  communicated  from  an  adjoining  buildrn^. 
Loss  of  the  editors,  from  1,500  to  2,000  dollars. 

That  very  extensive  establishment,  the  Warren  cotton 
mill,  about  15  miles  from  Baltimore,  was  totally  destroy- 
ed by  fire  in  the  night  of  the  23d  ult.  The  property  lost 
cannot  be  replaced  for  $100,000 — there  is  insurance  in 
several  offices  in  the  eastern  states  to  the  amount  of 
$63,000.  By  this  calamity  about  700  persons  ai'e  thrown 
out  of  their  usual  means  of  subsistence,  and  they  are, 
generally,  vciy  poor.  The  cause  of  this  fire  is  altoge- 
ther mysterious.  It  broke  out  near  the  belfry,  a  few 
minutes  after  the  watchman  had  taken  his  round,  at 
shewn  by  the  watch-clock. 

We  have  often  spoken  of  the  hertls  of  foreign  paupers 
which  are  cast  upon  us,  to  be  subsisted  at  our  expense, 
or  to  perish.  By  a  statement  just  laid  before  the  city 
council  of  Baltimore,  by  the  trustees  of  the  poor,  it  ap- 
pears that,  during  the  last  year,  there  were  879  admis- 
sions— of  these  236  were  natives  of  Baltimore  city  and 
county,  and  250  natives  of  Ireland  and  Germany:  those 
from  the  two  last  named  countries  exceeding  the  •whol& 
amount  of  our  own  poor!  Of  the  aggregate,  583  were 
intemperate  adults,  and  150  temperate  adults. 

A  person  riding  on  the  Germantown  rail  road,  was, 

some  time  since,  killed  by  coming  into  contact  with  a 

locomotive,  his  horse  refusing  to  obey  the  rein;  and  ano- 

'  Iher,  more  recently,  narrowly  escaped  death  from  th« 
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same  cause  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.  If  the 
latter  should  bring  an  action  against  the  company,  on  ac- 
count of  his  fright,  or  for  damage  done  to  his  horse,  and 
we  were  on  the  jury,  our  verdict  would  be — "^sarv''cl/um 
right."     "He  had  no  business  there." 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier,  "The 
Spy  at  Washington,"  gives  the  following  pleasant  anec- 
dote— 

You  recollect  that  in  the  great  conflict  between  Messrs.  Hayne 
and  Webster  in  tlie  senate,  in  1831,  Mr.  Hayne  complained  of 
Mr.  Webster's  assault  on  him,  instead  of  attaclving  Mr.  Benton, 
who  had  preceded  Mr.  Hayme  in  the  debate,  and  who  was  the 
originator  of  the  controversy.  Mr.  Webster  (vvlio  had  never,  in 
any  manner,  and  has  not  to  this  day,  1  believe,  noticed  Mr. 
Benton  in  debate)  replied  to  Mr.  Hayne,  that  it  was  a  matter  to 
him  of  no  consequence  who  vvris  the  drawer,  "he  had  found  a 
responsible  endorser,  and  he  chose  to  look  to  him." 

At  a  dinner  table,  a  few  evenings  ago,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Preston  of  South  Carolina  (the  successor  of  Mr.  Hayne,  and  a 
gentleman  distinguished  for  talents  and  accomplishments!)  hap- 
pened to  be  placed  opposite  each  other,  and  were  indulging,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  com[)any,  in  that  sort  of  chat,  al- 
ternately gay  and  grave,  when  (in  reference  to  something  which 
Mr.  Webster  sportively  addressed  to  a  lady  beside  him,  .whom 
he  had  handed  to  dinner),  Mr.  Preston  observed  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster, "I  will  maintain  any  thing  the  lady  asserts."  Mr.  Web- 
ster replied  that  he  should  require  no  endorser  for  the  lady. 
'•And  yet,"  rejoined  Mr.  Preston,  "I  have  known  you  to  resort 
to  an  endorser  in  preference  to  the  drawer." 

The  allusion  was  manifest,  and  caused  a  good  laugh.  I  look 
not  so  much  at  the  joke  as  at  the  moral;  and  admiie  less  the 
wit  of  this  sort  of  repartee,  thtn  I  do  the  elevated  tone  of  feel- 
ing, which  can  render  subservient  to  the  purpose  of  social  plea- 
sure, even  the  sharpest  weapons  of  political  warfare.  It  is  only 
the  honorable  and  generous  minded  who  are  capable  of  this  sort 
of  forgetfulness  of  party  hostility. 

Figures!  Printers  and  editors  can  liardly  be  too 
careful  in  the  use  of  figures.  We  claim  not  an  excep- 
tion from  errors,  but  it  is  a  standing  order  in  this  office 
that  they  shall  be  always  twice  examined  by  the  copy, 
and  hundreds  of  articles,  after  being  prepared  for  the 
press,  have  been  altogether  cast  aside,  because  they 
would  not  add  up,  or  for  some  manifest  and  incorrigible 
error^— not  a  few  of  which  were  in  official  statements  of 
our  own  government. 

We  offer  the  following  as  a  case  in  point,  for  it  has 
thus  had  a  great  "run"  through  the  newspapers. 

"The  London  Morning  Herald  says — the  city  of  London  has 
194,000  houses  and  1,474,000  inhabitants.  Paris  has  45,000 
houses  and  773,000  inhabitants.  Petersburg  has  95,000  houses 
and  449,000  inhabitants.  Naples  40,000  houses  and  360,000  in- 
Iiabitants.  Vienna  7,500  houses  and  390,000  inhabitants.  Paris 
has,  according  to  the  Herald's  statement,  nearly  fifty  people  to 
eacli  house." 

We  do  not  suppose  that  the  preceding  is  a  faithful  co- 
py from  the  "London  Herald" — for  the  inhabitants  of 
each  house,  according  to  the  figures  used,  in  Paris,  is 
only  a  little  over  17,  while  those  to  eacli  house  in  Vien- 
na is  about  53 — a  number  that  camiot  be  admitted.— 
Other  absurdities  are  manifest — instance,  about  5  per- 
sons to  a  house  are  allowed  for  Petersburg,  and  which 
city  is  said  to  have  more  than  twice  as  many  houses  as 
Paris!     The  whole  is  a  "budget  of  blunders."  , 

Wah — 'at  the  quiWs  point,  and  up  to  the  feather  in  ink! 
The  New  York  Evening  Post,  speaks  of  the  editor  of  the 
''Evening  Star, "  as  followeth: 

"The  wretch  and  liar  who  manages  the  Evening  Star,  and 
who  is  himself  but  the  vile  purchased  tool  of  a  more  dangerous 
wretch,  scarcely  ever  dips  his  pen  in  ink,  that  it  is  not  with  the 
purpose  of  giving  circulation  to  some  sheer  and  black  false- 
hood, either  express  or  implied.  What  cares  he  for  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.?  What  cares  he  for  any  thing,  except  his 
own  dirty  wages— the  wages  for  which  he  is  ready  to  write  up, 
or  write  down— to  do  any  thing,  no  matter  how  dishonest,  or 
how  base,  or  how  pernicious.  That  such  a  caitiff  dares  to  hold 
his  head  up  in  a  virtuous  community— dares  daily  to  dissemi- 
nate his  falsehoods— dares  daily  to  hint  calumnies  worse  even 
than  those  he  utters— is  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  times.  We 
should  scarcely  wonder  if  the  indignation  of  an  outraged  com- 
munity should  ere  long  show  itself  in  a  way  to  make  him  trem- 
ble." 

Philadelphia.  The  southern  i)art  of  this  city,  and 
its  northern,  north  western  and  south  western  suburbs, 
have  mightily  increased  in  the  last  two  or  tiiree  years. 
We  have  not  seen  a  statement  of  the  new  houses  built  in 
either  year,  but  the  "Independent  Democrat"  informs 


us  that  286  brick  houses  and  89  frame  houses  were  built 
in  Kensington  in  the  year  1833,  besides  a  new  hall,  and 
a  splendid  Roman  Catholic  chapel. 

The  Gikard  estate.  The  treasurer  of  the  Girard 
tirust,  by  order  of  the  city  couiicil  of  Philadelphia,  has 
published  a  list  of  the  various  stocks  that  belong  to  it-^- 
of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  abstract: 

In  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  loans  to  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.  par  value  $2,434,780  19,  va- 
lued by  the  executors  at  $2,798,104  13. 

These  stocks  have  been  set  aside — 

For  the  college  $2,000,000,  to  improve  the  east  front 
of  the  city  $500,000,  with  a  residuary  fund  of  $288,104; 
and  $10,000  to  purchase  wood  for  poor  Individuals. 

The  nett  receipts  from  divjdends  on  stocks,  rents  of 
real  estate,  &c.  for  the  year  1834,  is  estimated  at  $172,750 
12,  viz:  from  dividends  and  interest  $138,365  12;  from 
rents  $65,685 — together  as  before  $172,750,  (be  sum  of 
$32,000  being  deducted  for  annuities,  taxes,  repairs,  sa- 
laries, and  all  other  charges  against  the  trust. 

The  progress  made  in  building  the  college  is  also  stat- 
ed, with  the  stock  of  the  materials  on  hand,  &c. 

Every  piece  of  real  property  is  rented.  The  amount 
of  the  rents  will  be  greatly  increased,  by  the  new  build- 
ings erecting--unless  the  rate  of  rents,  in  geneial,  shall 
exceedingly  decline.  [At  the  former  report  it  was  stated 
that  only  one  tenant  was  in  arrears — there  are  now  thirty- 
three  who  are  behind !] 


TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January  24.  Messrs.  Webster,  Poindexter  and  Porter,  were 
elected  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  in  the  conference 
asked  by  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  appropriation  bill. 
Mr.  Webster  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting 
held  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  W.  said,  that  New  Bedford  had  been  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  fast  growing  towns  in  Massachusetts.  Its  citi- 
zens were  engaged  in  a  most  useful,  hardy  and  adventurous 
commerce,  in  which  they  had  met  with  much  success;  and, 
three  months  ago,  their  condition  was  flourishing  and  happy; 
but  a  sudden  and  most  extensive  reverse  has  happened  to  it. 
Thirty  or  forty  failures  are  said  to  have  happened,  and  great 
pressure  and  distress  prevail.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  said  Mr.  W.  to 
present  these  things  to  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

If  there  can  be  either  any  faith  in  men's  statements,  or  if 
facts  be  any  proof,  the  pressure,  so  far  from  diminishing,  is  in- 
creasing. I  am  informed  by  undoubted  authority,  that  in  ono 
of  our  cities,  supposed  to  possess  its  full  proportion  of  capital, 
money,  for  the  best  security,  is  not  to  be  had  for  less  than  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  per  cent,  per  annum,  nor  in  large  sums 
even  for  that  interest;  and  this  very  week,  in  another  city,  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  in  the  union,  undoubted  se- 
curity could  be  had  for  money  at  three  per  cent,  per  month. 

While  we  are  talking  about  the  danger  of  the  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy of  the  bank,  a  state  of  things  is  suffered  to  exist  which 
is  a  perfect  carnival  to  the  real  moneyed  aristocracy,  if  there  be 
any  such  thing  in  the  country.  Capitalists,  holding  up  their 
money  for  such  enormous  rales  of  interest,  and  being  able  to 
command  such  rates,  shows  what  sacrifices  are  made  b}'  in- 
dustrious men,  of  small  capital,  to  protect  themselves  from  ab- 
solute ruin.  In  many  places,  numerous  workmen  have  beerj 
thrown  out  of  employ,  not  only  in  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, but  in  the  mines  of  some  of  the  middle  states.  Indeed, 
if  the  information  of  the  morning  is  corcect,  one  of  these  stales 
had  suffered  a  great  disappointment  in  failing  to  receive  the  in- 
stalments on  its  loans,  according  to  contract,  and  was  obliged  to 
take  other  measures  for  supplying  the  means  of  carrying  on  its 
public  works. 

I  take  this  occasion,  Mr.  President,  to  call  again  on  gentle- 
men, who  may  be  supposed  to  know  something  of  the  purposes 
of  the  administration,  to  know  what  their  jilan  isl  Have  they 
any  measures  in  readiness?  Do  they  propose  any  relief?  Or  do 
they  mean  to  leave  it  to  the  secretary,  and  to  the  state  banks, 
to  meet  the  crisis  as  they  may.' 

I  implore  the  sober  consideration  of  gentlemen  to  this  matter; 
and  1  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  repeat  Uie  inquiry  for  such  rea- 
sonable time,  as  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  answer,  it  may  be 
fairly  inferred  that  the  administration  has  no  measures  to  pro- 
pose. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  having  stated  the  delay  that  had  taken  place 
in  answering  a  call  of  the  senate,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
conmiunicate  to  the  senate  the  causes,  if  any,  which  have  pre- 
vented an  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  19th  day 
of  December  last,  calling  for  certain  information  in  relation  to 
the  public  lands. 

The  immediate  consideration  of  the  resolution  requiring  una- 
nimous consent,  and  I\Ir.  Forsyth  oltjecting,  it  lies  on  the  tnble 
until  Monday. 
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The  chair  then  annoiiaced  the  ppocial  order,  hoAng  tlie  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  tlic  removal  of  tlie-  rlcposites. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  addressed  the  senate,  in  coueliision  of 
the  remarks  vvtiich  he  commenced  yesterday.  IJe  concluded 
ahout  half  past  two  o'clock;  when 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
thtf  sul»ject  until  Monday;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IVcbster,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  t!ie 
consideration  of  executive  business;  alter  wiiich,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Poirtdexter,  the  saniiUi  adjourned  till  Monday. 

January '27.  Mr.  Frelins^kwjsen  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the 
deposites  of  the  public  moneys  may  be  restored  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States. 

On  preseniin<;  this  memorial,  Mr.  Frelinghnysen  said:  I  have 
hefore  me,  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate,  a  memo- 
rial of  the  citizei»s  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  on  the  suiiject  of  t lie 
present  agiuuion  of  the  country.  This  document  i^tijoned  by 
thirteen  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  citizens  of  that  town,  and 
combines  the  (j;reat  m  iss,  at  least  four  fifths,  of  its  business  po- 
pulation. They  deplore  the  reraoral  of  the  public  depo.-ites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  conseqirent  breacli 
upon  the  credit  and  derangement  of  the  currency  of  tbecoiiiitry. 

This  memorial  knows  no  distinction  of  party:  I  find  ainonj; 
its  numbers,  many  of  the  hardy  sons  of  honest  labor,  who  ferl 
this  blow  m(jst  deeply,  in  the  reduced  demand  and  wages  of 
their  industry.  For,  however  visionary  specniatists  may  nsa- 
8on,  a  plain  man  knows  that  tiie  value  of  bis  industry  is  depre- 
ciated by  every  act  tiial  alarms  tiie  credit  and  coiilidence  in  the 
money  market.  There  is  not  a  political  economist  on  earth,  in 
tiie  use  of  his  intellectual  perceptions,  but  must  admit  that  such 
a  sudden  and  violent  measure,  as  tiie  order  of  the  secretary;  and 
proceeding  from  the  hand  of  tlie  government,  mu-^t  inflict  injury 
— it  is  inevitable.  Wiiy,  sir,  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  time; 
when  a  prosperity  prevailed  in  all  the  branches  of  commerce 
and  trade,  without  a  parallel  in  this  or  any  other  country — when 
all  the  channels  of  confidence  were  full — when  enterprize  and 
trade  were  strained  to  their  highest  pressure — then,  to  strike  a 
sudden  blow  at  the  great  moneyed  representative  of  capital, 
could  not  but  [iroduce  a  crash.  The  confidence  of  the  country 
is  smitten.  Men  do  not  know  where  they  stand,  or  what  may 
be  the  coming  crisis. 

It  is  most  marvellous,  Mr.  President,  that  it  should  never  have 
occurred  to  the  executive,  that  his  remedy  does  not  and  cannot 
reach  the  evil.  Let  it  be  granted  that  the  bank  is  a  dangerous 
agent,  and  that  the  president  and  directors  deserve  all  the  sus- 
picions and  denunciations  that  have  so  liberally  assailed  them — 
that  they  are  now  engaged  in  meditating  all  manner  of  terrible 
designs — "gorgons;  hydras  and  chimeras  dire.'"'  Why,  sir,  do 
you  not  see  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  does  not  touch  the 
transgressors?  There  sits  the  president  oF  the  hank,  with  his 
board  of  directors,  around  the  exchequer  table,  as  calm,  I  doubt 
not,  as  a  summer's  morning — his  salary  goes  on — !iis  oflicial 
functions  are  uninterrupted — and  the  bank  itself,  the  only  ob- 
ject which  the  general  panic  has  left,  without  a  concussion  or 
even  excitement. 

The  executive  dreads  and  condemns  the  bank;  and  punishes 
by  distracting  the  country  and  distressing  his  friends.  Yes,  sir. 
I  have  said  that  this  memorial  had  no  party  characteristics 
about  it.  I  wish  sincerely  that  I  could  so  persuade  the  admi- 
nistration and  its  friends.  It  ranges  above  party— far  above  it. 
It  assails  the  business  and  the  firesides  of  those,  many  of  whose 
names  are  here,  who  iiave  stood  by  the  president  in  good  and 
evil  rpport.  What  motive  can  they  have,  or  what  inducement 
is  there  for  any  man,  to  decry  his  administration,  or  embarrass, 
without  good  and  strong  cause,  his  policy.^'  Sir,  they  would  far 
rather  persuade  him  to  add  another  laurel  to  his  well  earned 
wreath — not  by  military  victories,  hut  by  a  nobler  triumph,  the 
self  conquest  that  would  prevail,  with  him  to  retrace  a  step  that 
is  so  calamitous  to  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  1  know  that  I  sliall  have  the  sympathies  of  the 
senate,  when  I  recal  to  them  tiie  instructions  lately  transmitted 
by  the  legislature  of  the  state  which  I,  in  part,  have  the  honor 
to  represent.  This  is  a  great  national  question,  of  common 
concern  to  us  all:  for  these  instructions  are  muiti|)lying,  and 
call,  certainly  from  me,  sir,  for  disiinct  and  respectful  notice. 
The  import  of  tliese  instructions,  [  admit,  sir,  cannot  be  mista- 
ken. The  terms  are  unequivocal,  and  plain  to  any  apprehen- 
sion. They  instruct  us  to  sustain,  by  our  votes  and  influence, 
the  course  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  removal  of  the 
deposites.  What  are  tlie  nature  and  claims  of  legislative  in- 
ptrnctions?  Tliat  a  legislature  has  the  inherent  riglit,  legisla- 
tively and  detached  from  ttieir  constituents,  to  direct  the  politi- 
cal conduct  of  a  senator  in  congress,  I  can  never  subscribe  to. 
Sir,  where  has  such  a  right  been  deleeated  by  the  people?  A 
legislature  of  the  state  instruct  or  direct  the  senate  of  thu  Unit- 
ed Slates!  Wliy,  Mr.  President,  we  had  better  change  place  at 
once.  But  where  the  resolutions  of  tlie.  legislature  can  be  sa- 
tisfactorily regarded  as  the  clear  indication  of  public  sentiment, 
deliberate  and  abiding,  [  am  bound  to  hold  them,  as  I  do  hold 
them,  in  most  respectful  consideration.  And  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, where  that  opinion  interlered  with  my  own  judgment  and 
conscience,  I  should  promptly  surreiuh^r  a  trust  that  could  no 
longer  be  held  in  liarmony  with  my  constituents.  But  here,  sir, 
my  emharra.*?ment  commences.  I  am  not  satisfied  that  these 
resolutions  are  the  sure  index  of  decided  public  sentiment.  Sir, 
you  know,  that,  for  the  last  five  years,  our  political  atmosphere 
lus  been  very  luucli  given  to  change,    The  wheel  i«  turning 


now,  and,  unless  I  mi-read  the  language  of  events  that  are  pass- 
ing, impulses  are  given  to  itv  mr.tjon.s,  that  will  bring  them  to  a 
whirl.  Now,  .sir,  will  it  be  light  to  surrender  private  convte- 
tioiis  of  duty  to  an  influence  trom  this  giddy  seat  of  power?  t 
tiiiiik  not.  i  am  quite  conscious  of  tin;  delicacy  of  my  position, 
but  I  trust  that  I  meet  it  without  fear.  I  will  further  say,  sir, 
that  even  where  tlie  opinions  of  a  slate  may  be  well  known, 
occasion;!  may  arise  to  a  representative  of  the  people,  rare  I 
grant — when  the  emergency  is  of  tlial  deeply  eventful  nature — 
when  he  must  go  alone,  so  to  spi'ak,  in  the  purity  of  his  own 
purposes,  and  ca,-t  himself,  with  ail  his  fame  and  all  the  confi- 
dence of  his  couiitry,  into  the  cri.<is,  and  sink  or  rise,  as  success 
shall  crown  his  intrepid  conduct.  I  do  not  pretend  that  thia 
question  ofll^rs  any  parallel,  or  even  analogy — nor  would  I  pre- 
sume to  be  equal  to  its  claims.  Sir,  we  have  recently  been 
witiKJsses,  on  this  floor,  to  a  most  illustrious  example  of  such  a 
noble  d.Tiiiiir,  of  which  I  may  not  say  more,  but  hand  it  over  to 
fill  one  of  the  brigiitest  page's  in  the  future  history  of  these  event- 
ful times. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  difficulties  of  my  situation  are  not  di- 
minished by  the  arrival  of  thisniemorial.  Here,  sir,  I  hold  in 
one  hand  the  voice  of  the  state  refiresfiitaliviis,  and  in  the  other, 
in  louder,  deeper  tones,  the  voice  of  the  people — and,  they  are 
antagonists  to  each  other — lliey  jif^gin  to  diverge  from  the  very 
starting  point — what  sliall  we  do?  Sir,  f  believe  I  may  sp^'ak 
for  my  friend  and  colleague,  when  I  answer,  we  will  go  for  t!i« 
people.  T/iere.  after  all,  springs  our  power  and  our  responsi- 
bilities. We  will  meet  tliem  tliere.  I  have  no  other  course;. I 
must  follow  the  lead  of  my  own  conscience,  witii  the  consola- 
tion that  my  conduct  will  be  suiyected  to  the  sober  judgment 
and  impartial  scrutiny  of  a  g'tierou^  [leoph;.  Sir,  I  cannot  af- 
ford to  lose  tiie  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens.  It  is  a  plant 
of  slow  growtli,  and  when  smitten,  seldom  thrives  again.  I 
have  not  the  desperate  residiiteness  to  forfeit  what  I  hold  so  va- 
luable. Vote  to  justify  the  rash  and  ill  considered  order  of  the 
secretary!  Sir,  i  should  fear  to  meet  the  disappointed  counte- 
nance of  a  grieved  and  injured  community — and  worse  than  allj 
I  should  lose  that  which  no  earthly  distinction,  no  voice  of  hu- 
man praise  can  repair  or  su[)ply — the  respect  of  my  own  mind. 
I  will  ciierish  that,  and,  should  I  fall,  itvvill  be  with  consolations 
of  which  power  cannot  deprive  me. 

At  some  proper  time,  Mr.  President,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  siMiate,  to  state  briefly  tiie  reasons  of  my  dissent  from  the 
opinions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  At  present,  I  will 
not  interrupt  the  regular  debate,  but  only  ask,  sir,  that  the  me- 
morial may  be  read  and  referred   to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  of  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the  house 
of  representatives  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  houses  on  the  second  amendment  to  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  made  a  report;  which,  without  reading,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

[The  arrangement  goes  to  prohibit  either  house  to  purcha.?Q 
books,  unless  by  a  regular  appropriation — that  5,000  dollars  a 
year  shall  be  additionally  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  library  of  eoncrress;  and  that  the  books  already  purchas- 
ed or  ordered  by  either  house  shall  be  paid  for.] 

After  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Foisyfh  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  On  the  deposite 
question,  without  concluding  his  remarks.     Adjourned. 

January  28.  The  c/iuir  communicated  a  report  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  senate,  transmitting  copies  of  the  oflicial  orders  of  tha 
department  for  tlie  transfer  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates;  a  copy  of  the  oflicial  bortd  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  copies  of  some  of  tha 
checks  or  drafts,  tor  making  the  transfers,  and  statin,g  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  furnish  copies  of  all 
the  drafts,  or  all  the  papers,  called  for  by  the  resolution, 

Mr.  J^'ctsic?- sail!,  that  it  was  at  his  suggestion  tliat  the  call 
had  been  made  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  was  an- 
swered by  tiie  report  just  read.  The  secretary,  however,  seem- 
ed to  hav(!  misunderstood  the  call,  and  had  given  a  report  more 
extensive  than  was  necessary  for  any  purpose  he  had  contem- 
plated.  As  Mr.  W.  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  print  the 
whole  of  tliis  voluminous  document,  he  moved  to  lay  it,  for  the 
present,  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating  against  the  restoration  of  tlie  public  depo- 
sites to  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  tlie  committee  on  manufactures,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  certain  importers  of 
hardware  of  the  city  of  New  York,  reported  a  bill  to  modify  the 
duties  on  imported  hardware;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  c/irttr  communicated  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  tha 
treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  tiie  22(1  inst.  presenting  in  detail  a  statement  of  the  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  ton  nag*'  employed  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  and  foreign  West  India  ports, 
and  the  British  North  American  colonies,  to  the  year  ending  in 
September,  1833;  together  with  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
the  United  States  to  those  ports. 

[The  presentation  of  this  paper  brought  out  some  interes(?ni? 
remarks  by  Messrs.  Sprnone,  Knight  and  Silshee,  to  some  of 
which  Mr.  Shei.ley  replied.    We  cannot  give  these  pj'oceedings 
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Just  now.    It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  Mr.  Shepley 
mainly  contended  that  we  had  lost  noUiing  by  the  gain  of  the 
West  India  trade!] 
Other  business  being  attended  to — 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
when 

Mr.  Forsyth  resumed  his  observations  in  defence  of  the  re- 
port and  the  act,  and  spoke  until  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock, 
when  he  concluded. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sprague,  the  senate  adjourned. 
January  29.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  presented  a  further  memori- 
al from  citizens  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  pubhc  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  for  their  rei>toration;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  tiiiance. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  he  had  received  that  morning,  by  rnnil,  two 
petitions  frona  citizens  of  his  slate,  willi  a  rnqnesi  to  present 
them  to  the  senate.  He  would  oliserve  that  llie  first  petition, 
in  his  opinion,  related  to  a  matter  of  such  delicacy,  that  he 
would  have  avoided  its  presentation,  could  he  possibly  iiave 
done  so.  His  opinions,  he  stiid.on  the  snhj^'Ct  of  slavery,  were 
well  known,  nevertheless,  he  was  at  all  times  unwilling  to  ob- 
trude his  opinions,  in  a  matter  of  so  such  delicacy,  without 
some  strong  and  valid  reasons  for  so  doing.  The  petitions,  he 
continued,  were  couched  in  the  most  respectful  language,  and, 
though  they  admit  that  congress  had  no  riglil  to  interfere  with 
ll\.e  subject  of  slavery  in  the  states,  they  prayed  for  its  abolition 
in  the  District  of  Columi)ia,  where  they  beli«;vcd  congress  pos- 
sessed the  power  to  legislate.  On  a  subject  so  delicate,  Mr. 
W.  said,  he  could  only  pursue  the  course  wliieh  had  been  taken 
in  similar  cases,  and  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the 
committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  he  also  held  in  hi-:  hand  a  petition  which 
touched  on  the  great  subject  now  agitating  congress  and  the 
whole  nation.  This  petition  was  signed  by  his  own  neighbors 
and  immediate  con>ilituerits,  and  he  believed  had  b<^en  produc- 
ed by  an  observation  which  fell  from  him  on  the  other  day,  re- 
lative to  the  causes  of  the  present  distress  of  the  country.  In 
the  meeting  which  had  betn  held  at  Pittsburgh — and  he  was 
willing  to  confess,  numerously  attended,  and  liy  a  large  portion 
of  liis  constituents — there  was  a  resolution  passed  whicli,  in 
some  measure,  bore  upon  him,  in  consequence  of  having  used 
the  expression  to  which  he  now  referred.  Out  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  meeting  grew  the  petition  he  now  held  in  his  hand, 
and  which  he  would  presently  present.  The  proceedings  re 
presented  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  declaration  which  he 
had  made,  and  that  it  was  received  in  his  (Mr.  Wa)  own  town 
with  much  regret  and  very  great  astonishment.  They  ascribed 
the  distress  prevailing  in  the  western  country,  to  a  considera- 
ble extent,  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  He  did  not  know 
that  the  petition  spoke  actually  that  distress  now  prevailed  in 
the  western  country,  but  it  rather  referred  to  the  alarm  and 
consternation  that  had  arisen,  and  pointed  to  the  distress  which 
would  inevitably  hereafter  take  place,  owing  to  the  removal  of 
the  deposites.  It  referred  particularly  to  tlie  breaking  up  en- 
tirely of  the  internal  western  exchanj^es,  and  attributed  the 
cause  particularly  to  the  interrnption-of  the  commercial  busi 
ness  of  that  country,  and  of'the  entire  western  watersj  to  iht; 
removal  of  the  deposites. 

Notwithstanding  the  dnclarations  of  that  meeting,  and  not- 
withstanding the  facts  alleged  in  the  petition,  he  did  not  acqni 
csce  in  the  opiniorf,  tliat  distress  did  exist  in  the  western  part 
of  the  coijntry  to  which  he  now  particularly  referred.     Head 
milled  that  the  transactions  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  that  which  prevailed  to  a  vast  extent  on  the  west 
cm  waters,  had  been  interrupted,  and  our  u)erchants  exposed 
to  very  considerable  inconvenience  by  a  measure  adopted  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.     But  his  constitnrnis  were  entirely  mistaken 
when  they  ascribed  the  interruptions  and  inconvenience  now 
attending  the  internal  exchanges  of  their  country,  to  the  remo 
val  of  the  deposites. 

His  friends — for  such  he  might  well  call  them— althotigh  they 
were  his  political  opponents,  were  entirely  ur^der  a  wrong  im 
pression;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  make  a  single  observation, 
which  he  wished  to  be  made  known  to  his  constituents,  to 
ehow  them  that  they  arc  laboring  under  a  material  mi-^take.  It 
was  not  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  There  was  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  United  States  bank  almost  two  montlis 
before  this  event,  and  it  was  that  which  had  caused  the  break 
ing  up  of  the  exchanges  of  the  western  country.  It  was  in  con- 
sequence of  a  rumor  that  the  public  deposites  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  bank,  that  this  resolution  of  the  13th  of  August 
was  passed,  almost  two  months  piecedingthe  removal  of  the 
deposites.  It  was  a  voluntary  and  unnecessary  act,  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  long  preceding  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which 
broke  up  almost  entirely  the  internal  western  exchange. 

Let  his  constituents  recollect  that.  The  bank,  in  conse- 
quence of  vested  capital,  and  it  being  spread  all  over  the  coun- 
try by  means  of  its  branches,  had  the  internal  exchanges  of  the 
country  in  its  own  hands;  and  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  pen, 
within  its  banking  house,  the  act  was  accomplished. 

The  internal  western  exchange  was  #li«solved  on  the  1.3th  of 
AugU'=t,  which  was  three  or  four  months  before  the  public  <ie- 
poeitep  were  removed  at  New  Orleans.  These  mistakes  were 
pyrfectly  natural,  and  would  happen  when  n  few  gentlemen 


undertake,  in  the  long  room  at  a  public  tavern,  to  settle  great 
constitutional  questions.  This  meeting  had  given  its  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  concerning 
which  much  had  already  been  said  on  this  floor,  and  a  great 
deal  yet  remained  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  The  resolutions 
introduced  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky  were  complicated  in 
their  character,  and  required  great  deliberation  upon  their  na- 
ture and  tendency.  Yet  here  was  a  committee  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, appointed  by  a  public  meeting,  retiring  into  a  bar  room, 
and,  after  remaining  absent  about  five  minutes,  bringing  in  a 
decided  report  on  the  subject.  The  consequence  was,  that  two 
blunders  had  been  committed.  One  of  these  he  had  already 
exposed;  the  other  was  that  which  appeared  in  the  second  re- 
solution of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  and  which  aeserts  that 
there  was  no  authority  in  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  re- 
move the  deposites,  and  that  he  had  assumed  a  power  which 
did  not  belong  to  him.  Iftiiis  language  had  been  applied  to  the 
jnesident,  it  niigtit  have  been  used  with  some  plausibility.  But 
wlien  it  i«  asserted  that  the  secretary  had  no  authority,  it  was 
as  great  a  n»istake  as  the  reference  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
western  internal  trade  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

He  must  say  that  there  was  no  distress  in  the  western  part  of 
the  country.  All  the  banks  were  firm,  and  their  notes  were 
all  at  par.  He  wished  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  prices  of  flour, 
grain  and  all  other  agricultural  products;  to  look  at  the  pric«fd 
f»f  ttjanufiiciured  articles,  and,  above  all,  at  the  prices  of  real 
estate  in  Pittsburgh,  since  the  removal  of  the  depositee.  Real 
estate  had  reached,  since  the  l.-^t  of  August,  the  highest  pricea 
which  it  had  ever  obtained  since  Ihe  French  and  the  Indiana 
desolated  that  part  of  the  country.  He  felt  the  deepest  morti- 
fieatir>n  when  he  found  such  a  people  as  those  of  the  west,  at- 
tributing their  prosperity  or  adversity  to  such  a  cause  as  the 
transfer  of  the  deposites  from  one  bank  to  another.  Their  pros- 
perity stood  on  a  far  differfenl  foundation.  It  depended  on  their 
industry,  their  skill  and  their  enterprise.  Their  capital  was  to 
be  found  in  their  factories,  their  steam  power,  their  fuel  and 
their  raw  material,  which  was  to  be  touted  at  the  door  of  every 
factory  in  the  country.  This  was  a  capital  of  which  no  bank 
could  deprive  these  people.  He  would  ask  of  them  to  rely  on 
their  own  industry,  skill,  and  enterprise,  and  their  own  good 
character,  which  would  place  them  above  the  control  of  any 
money(:-d  institution. 

There  was  another  fact  to  which  he  desired  to  make  a  re- 
ference, before  he  introduced  the  motion  he  inten<led  to  make, 
and  it  was  one  in  which,  as  Pennsylvaninns,  the  signers  of  this 
memorial,  were  deeply  interested.  He  had  observed  the  other 
day,  in  the  quotations  of  the  prices  of  the  public  stocks,  the 
Ohio  slate  was  given  al  112  while  the  Pennsylvania  state  was 
quoted  at  101.  Why  was  there  this  difference  between  the 
prices  of  these  slocks?  It  was  a  quotation  from  a  paper  in 
Philadelphia,  where  the  United  States  bank  stands,  where  there 
resided  a  number  of  brokers,  who  had  an  interest  in  depreciat- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  stock.  And  why  was  Pennsylvania,  by 
her  own  citizens,  to  be  thrown  into  such  a  position?  Ohio  stock 
112,  while  Pennsylvania  stock  was  only  101.  These  stocks 
stood  on  precisely  the  same  footing,  bore  the  like  interest,  and 
were  in  every  respect  the  same  in  character.  Yet  there  was 
this  diffetence  in  the  quotations.  How  was  this  difl'erence  to  be 
accounted  for?  Might  it  not  be  reasonably  ascribed  to  a  combi- 
nation between  the  bank  and  the  Philadelphia  brokers,  for  the 
purpose  of  depreciating  this  slock,  because  Pennsylvania  was 
at  this  moment  debaleable  ground,  and  it  was  considerfd  of 
great  importance  to  operate  on  the  Pennsylvania  legislature? 
He  did  not  say  that  it  was  so,  but  he  asked  if  it  was  not  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  it  might  be  so. 

He  thanked  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster), 
for  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania; 
that  senator  had  made  some  allusions  to  her  situation.  Now 
he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  Penn- 
sylvania will  still  go  on  in  the  advancement  of  the  great  system 
of  internal  improvement.  She  would  not  stop  short  in  her  great 
works.  No  combination  would  have  the  power  to  arrest  her 
pro»re.sp,  until  she  should  have  accomplished  her  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  depriving  the  empire  state  of  New  York  of  all  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  west.  To  this  great  point,  Pennsylvania  was 
rapidly  advancing,  and,  under  the  wise  adniinisiration  of  her 
stale  government,  she  would  not  stop  whorl  of  its  accomplish- 
ment. She  was  engaged  in  an  honorable  rivalry  with  the  em- 
pire state  of  New  York,  for  the  rich  dowry  of  the  western  trade, 
and  she  would  not  stop  until  she  should  have  obtained  the  rich 
treasure. 

He  concluded  with  moving  that  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 
The  memorial  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  he  wa.s  not  in  his  place  when  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  began  his  remarks  on  presenting  this  memo- 
rial. He  came  to  his  seat  only  in  season  to  hear  the  gentleman 
say,  that  there  was  no  distress;  and  to  hear  of  course,  his  sub- 
sequent remarks,  these  remarks  Mr.  VV.  thought,  dfserved  some 
notice.  Here  is  a  memorial  averring  the  existence,  at  Pittsburgh, 
of  a  very  severe  degree  of  pecuniary  distress;  it  is  admitted  to  be 
signed  by  very  respectable  persons,  and  its  list  of  signers  is  cer- 
tainly a  long  one. 

Ali  these  persons  declare,  under  their  names,  and  on  their 
veracity,  that  much  di.^tress  does  exist.  The  honorable  senator 
dfclnres  that  no  distress  exists. 

Now,  sir,  when  the  patient  declares  that  he  feels  noi  «nly 
pain  but  agonyj^aild  the  doctor  says  he  is  perfectly  well,  and 
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that  il  U  not  posaible  he  ciliould  feel  nny  pain  nt  all— one  of  two 
ttiings  inun  be  true,  eitltei  tiic  putieni  is  iniitant;,  or  llie  (tiucii 
Uoner  not  skilful. 

This  point  ouglil  to  be  Hxamiiu-d.  Are  iti«  ulaietnents  oflliese 
gentlemen  unworthy  of  credit,  or  are  lli»y  true?  f  propose  to 
say  a  few  words,  sir,  on  this  subject;  but  as  1  propose  to  oc- 
cupy a  few  inoaient^j,  this  nioruiiig,  wiih  another  t^uhjcct,  and 
as  it  is  not  material  whether  tliia  nieniorial  be  referred  this 
niorninf;,  I  will  propose  that  it  lie  on  the  table  and  he  printed, 
and  will  call  it  up  whenever  there  shall  sectn  to  be  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  and  print  the  meinortal  was 
then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 

the  bill  to  authorise Lamar,  to   import  materials   for  an 

iron  steamboat  free  of  duty.   The  bill  was  considered  as  in  com 
niittee  of  the  whole,  reported  without  amendment,  and  orddired 
to  a  third  reading. 

After  some  other  matters  had  been  attended  to — 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Sjirague  then  addressed  the  senate  in  ojiposition  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  continued  till  past  3  o'clock,  when 
he  concluded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  30.  On  presenting  certain  proceediiii^s  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
(which  is  highly  approved  of),  Mr.  Wright  expressed  himself 
at  considerable  length,  on  tlie  general  merits  of  tlie  bank  of  the 
U.  States — being  adverse  to  that  establisineut,  or  any  other  sitni- 
lar  institution,  on  the  broad  ground  that  congress  had  not  con- 
stitutional power  to  incorporate  one,  &c.  VVe  regret  that  the 
{speech  did  not  reach  us  in  time  to  make  room  for  it  in  the  pre- 
sent sheet;  but  the  important  n)atter  just  stated  is  the  leading 
one,  and  indeed  the  substance  of  the  whole;  and,  coming  from 
Mr.  Wright  is  considered  as  indicating  the  determination  of  the 
executive,  and  a«  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  vice  president, 
in  regard  to  this  question.  Mr.  W.  did  not  so  express  himself, 
but  this  conclusion  is  drawn  from  his  relations  to  the  parties 
Just  alluded  to.  Mr.  Wright  was  followed  by  Mr.  yVcbster,  Mr. 
Chambers,  Mr.  Tallmadge  and  Mr.  Grundy.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  was  laid 
oil  the  table;  when  Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that  he  should  call 
it  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ffrwndy  then  continued  the  general  discussion  on  the  re 
moval  of  the  deposites,  but  had  not  made  much  progress  before 
h«  yielded  the  floor  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  ^i.  Many  petitions  and  reports  concerning  pri 
vale  or  local  matters  were  received,  and  a  large  number  of  pri 
vate  bills  attended  to.  Among  the  proceedings  were  tlie  fol 
lowing: 

Mr.  Chinn,  from  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  senate  entitled  "an 
act  further  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  authorise  the  extpn 
eion,  construction  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
«nd  Ohio  rail  road  into  and  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
report  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the  said  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  tiiird  time  to  morrow. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  hotise  a  letter  from  the  postmaster 
general,  transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  March  1,1832,  a  statement  of  the  nett  amount 
of  postage  accruing  at  each  post  office,  in  each  state  and  terri- 
tory in  the  United  States,  for  one  year,  ending  March  3lst,  18,33, 
and  shewing  the  nett  amoiml  acorniiig  in  eacli  state  and  terri- 
tory, which  letter  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Monday,  Jan.  27.  Many  reports  were  received,  and  resolu- 
tions offered  this  day — which  will  be  sufficiently  noticed  in 
their  progress. 

Mr.  Reerf,  on  pr^^senting  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the 
people  ol  New  Bedford  observed,  that  he  had  been  requested  to 
present  the  report  and  resolutions  of  a  numprou^^  and  hi^lily 
respectable  meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts.  He  trusted  that  it  was  propi-r  for  him  to 
gtate  that  New  Bedford  had  been  highly  distinguished  for  its 
enterprize;  and  its  prosperity  and  success  had  been  nlnmst  un- 
exampled, even  in  this  prosperous  country.  It  was- believed, 
but  three  cities  in  the  union  had  more  navigation  than  New 
Bedford,  and  none  had  been  more  successfully  or  usefully  rm 
ployed,  whether  we  look  to  the  prosperity  of  the  filnce,  tht- 
general  benefits  resulting  from  their  employmiMit.  or  t!ie  great 
interests  of  the  whole  country  in  regard  to  its  naval  dcfenfc. 

They  now  represent,  ?in(\  truly  represent,  tUnt,  wliile  in  the  full 
tide  of  success,  sudd(>nly  and  unexpectedly,  they  liavo  been 
plunged  into  and  almo^^t  overwhelmed  with  distress;  that  trade 
and  confidence  are  in  a  gr^at  measure  d»'?troyed,  and  business 
stopped;  that  they  cannot  fulfil  their  engasements,  because  they 
cannot  sell  their  property  for  cash,  or  obtain  any  loan  ol  mo- 
ney. Many  worthy  and  hitherto  pro,<pc>rou^  men  have  been 
ruined;  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  The  future  ptesents  prospects 
awfully  alarming  and  distressing.  Titey  believe  the  present 
calamity  and  distress  is  mainly  owing  tf)  removing  the  depo- 
sites, and  the  measures  resulting  from  the  removal.  They  be- 
lieve so,  because  among  other  reasons  they  can  find  no  other 
ade<)unte  cause  for  the  evil. 

Dismissing  and  disclaiming  all  party  or  political  considern- 
ioos,  they  earnestljr  desire  and  entreat  congrtiss  to  restore  the 


deposites,  because  they  see  no  other  mode  of  obtaining  relief 
hut,  at  all  events,  to  unite  in  aflording  speedy  and  effectual  re- 
lief, in  such  manner  as  thiir  wi»:dom  may  direct,  to  them  and 
their  country. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  presented  several  ni<  niorials  praying  for  tho 
ab(ditiou  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  aud  made  a  few 
remarks  theieon. 
After  much  other  business- 
Mr.  Polk,  from  the  conmiiltec  of  conference  on  the  differing 
vote  ol  the  two  houses,  in  relation  to  the  partial  appropriation 
bill  for  the  support  of  government,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Thiy  caused  nonie  debate,  and  gave  rise  to  certain  questions 
of  order,,  in  which  Messrs.  Polk,  Adams,  Wilde,  E.  Everett, 
and  others  took  part — Finally  the  committee  of  the  whole  rose 
and  reported,  (88  to  79),  a  concurrence  with  the  report  of  th« 
conferees.     The  subject  remains   before  the  house. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  28.  A  great  deal  of  minor  business  was  at- 
tended to  this  day. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  way.**  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  taking,  immediately,  such 
measures  as  may  restore  a  m«tallic  currency  of  gold  and  silver 
coins  to  the  Country;  and,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  re- 
port on  the  subject  by  bill. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, submitted  the  following  re^oluiiDn,  w  hieh,  under  a  rule  of 
the  house,  lies  one  day  bolore  being  acted  upon: 

Resolved,  That  th*;  s<;cretary  of  war  be  diiected  to  lay  before 
this  house  a  statement  of  the  present  and  future  liabilities  of 
ttie  United  States  to  Indians  and  Indian  tribes,  under  existing 
Indian  treaties;  the  names  of  the  tribes,  parties  thereto;  the  se- 
veral sums  and  annuities,  desiynaling  whether  in  money  or 
goods,  stipulated  to  be  paid  or  delivered,  the  term  of  payment 
or  delivery,  and  the  specific  services  and  specific  articles  stipu- 
lated to  be  performed  for,  and  deliv«'red  to  them;  the  terms 
thereof;  the  place  where  to  he  performed  or  delivered,  with  au 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  performance  of  such  stipulations, 
and  the  stipulations  for  removing  Indian!*  from  the  states,  with 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  Indians  to  be  removed,  and  th« 
exfiense  of  their  removal. 

Mr.  Chilton^s  resolution  concerning  pensions  was  further  dis* 
cussed,  by  Mr.  Denny,  in  support  of  it. 
The  deposite  question  being  resumed  — 

Mr.  Huntin^toii  continued  and  concliuh'd  his  speech  in  favor 
of  the  restoration  ol  the  depoi^itcs,  as  proposed  by  the  motion  uf 
Mr.  McDuffie. 

Four  gentlemen  at  once  endeavored*  to  obtain  the  floor,  (Mr. 
Gorhani,  Mr.  randerpocl,  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Jircher),  when  It 
was  given  by  the  chair  to  Mr.  %^rchci\ 
The  house  then  adj(»urned. 

Wednesday,. Tan.  29.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorham,  It  was 
Resohcd,  That  (he  committee  on  the   post  office  and   post 
roads  be  in>trncted  to  inquire  into  the  number  of  tailures  ol  ilie 
mail  between  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  city  of  Boston,  In 
Massachusetts,  which  may  have  occurred   within  the  last  eight 
weeks;  and  whether  any  fines  have  been  exacted  for  such  fai- 
lures from  the  mail  contractors,  and  to  report  to  this  houae. 
Mr.  Hawes  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  niiliiaiy  affairs  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  liie  expediency  of  erecting  a  public  armory  OD 
the  waters  of  Green  river,  in  the  slate  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  military  affairs  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o(  aliolishiiig  the  milit<iry  iiiotitu- 
lion  at  W^est  Point,  in  tiic  .^^tate  of  New  York. 

A  division  of  the  question  (oi  the  re«()liiiions  being  required 
by  Mr.  Ward,  of  N.  York,  the  questinn  was  taken  on  the  first, 
and  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Tlie  question  then  recurring  on  the  latter,  viz: 
Resolved,  'i'hat  tlie  committee  on  military  affairs  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of.ah.ilishing  the  military  institu- 
tion at  West  Point,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Brotvii,  of  New  York,  niovfd  to  lay  it  upon  the  tabic. 
On  this  motion,  Mr.  Bouldin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.— 
They  were  taken  accordingly  and  re^uUed  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Arch- 
er, Ashley,  Banks,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Bean, 
liinney,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bull,  Burns,  Cage,  Cam- 
breleng,  t'hambers,  Sanil.  Clark,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Cr.sne,  De- 
herry,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Evi-reit,  Fie-i,  Fowler,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Oilleit,  Gorham, 
Graham,  Grennell.  H.'ilsey,  HaMne^an,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper, 
Hathaway,  Hazejiine,  Howell,  Abel  Huntington,  Jarvis,  King, 
Lnnsins,  l-ay,  Love,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  Martindale,  Mclntirs, 
MeKeiinan,  MeKim,  McKinley.  McVean,  Muhli>nburg,  Page,D. 
J.  Pearce,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Schley,  Selden,  William  Slade,  Fran- 
el's  Thomas,  Tiirrill.  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
Vinton,  Wai/ener,  Ward,  VVardvvell,  Watili<>m;h,  Wayne,  C. 
P.  While,  E.  D.  White,  EHsha  Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yoting— 67, 
NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  John  J.  Allen.  C.  Allan,  Wil- 
liam Allen,  Barber,  Beale,  Boatty,  Beaninont.  John  Bell,  James 
M.  B'lt,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Bnrd,  Bur- 
ies, Byiiimi,  Carr,  Casey,  CliMney,  Chilton,  Chinn,  Claiborne, 
William  Clarke,  Clay,  Clayt/>n,  CInwney,  Connor,  Coulter, 
Crockett,  Darlinston,  Amos  Davi.«,  Davenport,  Philemon  Dick- 
erson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Fillmore, 
Forester,  Foster,  Gamble,  Ghckon,  Gilmer,  Goidoii,  Graysou, 
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Griffin.  Joa.  Hall,  IJihttid  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Haiiier,  Hawes,  Hiib- 
liani,  luge,  W.  C.  Joimsoii,  Cave  Joliiison,  IJeiijamiii  Jones, 
Kavan'agl),  KiiinarrJ,  Lane,  Laporle,  Luke  Lea,  Tlioiiias  Lee, 
.Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lytle,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mar.-tiall,  Maidi.^,  John  Y. 
Ma».o.ii,  Mo^es  Mason,  jr.  McDuffie,  McKay,  Miller,  Milligan. 
ilo-beit  Mitcliell,  Osgood,  Farkti,  I'arker,  Fallon,  Tattert-on, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Pirickney,  Polk,  Pope,  Pottri,  Seiienck,  Win. 
13.  Sliepard,  Sliinn,  Sniitli,  Speight,  SlaiideCer,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, Wni.  P.  I'aylor,  Pliilenion  Tlioinas,  J.  Tlioni^on,  Turner, 
Webster,  Williams,  Wilson— 1U2. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  tiie  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lytic  offered  as  an  amendment  a  resolutif)n  proposing,  in 
substance,  that  no  eandidale  be  lierealltr  ad  milted  into  the 
-Eciio^l  unless  he  provhd  under  oath  that  liis  parents  were  too 
^oor.to  afford  to  educate  liim. 

Tiiis  amendment,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  was  de- 
clared by  the  chair  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  amei>d  the  resblution  by  substituting 
for  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  a  select  committee,  to 
.consist  of  one  member  fiom  each  state  of  the  union. 

5ir.  Speight  supported  the  resolution,  not  so  much  from  op- 
position to  the  military  academy,  as  hoping  that  it  might  lead 
to  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  allegation  of  abuses  which 
jvere  said  to  exist  in  the  institution. 

Mr.  Hubbard  k;tated  that  he  had  voted  against  laying  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  in  a  settled  conviction  that  the  lime  had  ar- 
rived when  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made.  Tliere  was  an  in- 
^creasing  opposition  to  the  academy — the  reasons  vvliy  lie  could 
iiot  distinctly  tell,  Stc. 

Mr.  Hawes  accepted  Mr.  Hubbard's  amendment. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor,  when,  tlie  hour 
having  expired,  the  subject  w-as  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Folk  now  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  take  up  the 
appropriation  bill — but  the  house  refused.  Ayes  102,  noes  66 — 
(not  two-thirds,  which  are  requisite  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness). 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  mo- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  deposi'es,  when 

Mr.  .^rcAer  addressed  the  house  for  a  short  time,  but,  being 
Indisposed,  yielded  to  a  motion  of  Mr.  GrenneU  for  an  adjourn- 
mentj  and  the  house,  thereupon,  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  iiO.  The  rule  was  suspended,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  to  consider  the  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  H.  Everett,  from 
the  counnittee  on  Indian  affairs,  caifiugupon  the  secretary  ol 
war  for  a  statement  of  the  present  and  future  liabilities  of  the 
United  States  to  Indians  and  Indian  tribes,  under  existing  trea- 
ties, &,c.     The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

After  Mr.  Hannegan  had  spoken  on  Mr.  C/iiifon's  resolution— 

The  order  of  tlie  day  being  tiie  deposite  question, 

Mr.  Wayne  stated  that  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Jircher, 
(whohad'tiie  floor  from  yesterday)  a  communication,  staling, 
that  he  was  too  unwell  to  proceed  in  his  speech  to-day. 

Mr.  Polk  now  asked  the  consent  of  tiie  house  to  take  up  the 
nppropriatipn  bill.  Objections  were  made,  but  the  rule  having 
been  suspended,  the  hou>e  determined  to  take  up  the  bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses, 

A  very  free  expressiim  of  differing  opinions  followed,  arid 
many  questions  of  order,  &.c.  were  raised,  of  much  interest  in 
the  house.  Finally,  sometime  after  4  o'clock,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  and  it  was  decided,  108  to  88,  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  should  not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wilde  now  mov-cd  that  the  house  recerfe  Irom  its  disagree- 
ment. 

The  chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order,  as  the  house 
had  expressly  refused  to  recede. 

The  house,  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beardsley  adjourned. 
— "..t®  @  ©♦«•— 
MATHEW  CAREY. 
From  the  Boston  JomnaL 

This  gentleman  is  another  instance  of  what  America  owes  to 
the  sons  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  From  a  letter  of  his  own  in  the 
New  England  Magazine  for  November,  it  seems  that  he  was 
born  in  Diiblin,  Jan.  28,  1760,  and  was  the  son  of  an  industrious 
and  well  to-do  baker.  He  says  he  only  recollects  of  his  child- 
hood that  he  was  an  extremely  dull  boy,  and  that  he  was  at 
twelve  years  in  the  rear  of  many  children  at  six  or  eight.  He 
ijad,  however,  a  remarkable  aptitude  for  learning  languages — no 
^unibt  the  "bump"  for  this  very  thing;  and  he  thinks  that  dull 
as  he  was,  had  he  gone  on  as  he  commenced  vvitii  studying 
French— which,  unassisted,  he  mastered  in  about  seven  weeks 
he  should  have  attained  complete  knowledge  o:  all  the  mo- 
dern languages  of  Europe  before  he  was  twenty-one.  It  goes 
against  plirenology,  on  the  other  hand,  that  altliough  he  had  a 
genius  for  common  arithmetic,  he  never  could  advance  a  whit 
into  the  higher  mathematics. 

At  fitteen  he  bound  himself  out  to  a  bookseller^  one  McDon- 
nel,  an  austere  and  cruel  master.  Here  he  read,  like  Franklin, 
jjn  the  night  time,  and  acquired  a  pretty  extensive  acquaintance 
with  the  novels  of  the  day.  His  first  essay  in  print  was  on  du- 
elling, occasioned  by  an  aftair  between  two  of  his  young 
friends,  and  for  tills  publication  his  niiister  dismissed  him.  In 
1779  he  wrote  a  painplilet  on  the  oppressed  condition  of  the 
Irish  Calholios.  The  atlverliseinent  of  it  came  before  parlia- 
^nent,  and  excnted  ereat  alarm.  'Phe  Catholic  association  of 
Dublin  were  frightened,  and  offered  a  reward  of  £^10  for  the 
discovery  of  the  author.  The  result  was  that  Matlnnv  was  pri- 
vat<'ly  put  on  board  a  Holyhead  packet  with  IctterisJLo  a  (^atho-  i 


lie  priest  at  Paris,  who  introduced  him  to  Dr.  Franklin.  He 
continued  in  Franklin's  employ  some  months,  superintending 
the  printing  of  his  despatches,  &c.  and  at  the  end  of  about  a 
year,  the  storm  having  blown  over,  returned  to  Ireland,  An 
invasion  of  that  country  by  the  French  had  been  contemplated 
during  his  stay,  and  on  this  occasion  Lafayette  had  called  on 
him  to  make  inquiries. 

On-liis  return  he  engaged  in  conducting  a  paper,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  fcnir  finally  !^et  up  one  of  his  own — the  Volun- 
teer's Journal.  It  was  violently  political,  and  had  an  extraor- 
dinary run,  till  it  aroused  the  government,  and  he  was  arrested, 
brought  before  parliament  (April  19,  1784),  and  committed  to 
Ngvvgate  during  the  session.  Here  he  lived  to  his  liking;  com- 
panies of  his  fiiends  constantly  dined  with  him  on  the  choicest 
luxuries  of  the  maiket.  On  his  liberation,  a  prosecution  for  a 
libel  on  the  premier  being  still  pending,  it  was  thought  best  for 
him  to  abandon  iiis  country  once  more;  and,  on  the  7ih  Sep- 
tember, 1784,  he  embarked  on  board  the  Ameiica  for  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  landed  Nov.  1st.  He  had  got  on  board  in  a  fe- 
male dress,  and  he  thinks,  "must  have  cut  a  very  gawky 
figure."  He  had  sold  his  paper  to  his  brother  for  £500  credit, 
ai^id  had  25  guineas  in  liis  pocket,  one  half  of  which  was  got 
away  from  him  by  some  sharpers,  during  the  passage.  His  sub- 
sequent career  will,  we  presume,  be  the  subject  of  a  future 
letter. 

—»>»»©  ®  ®««'-  ■ 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 
A  battle! 

Williamsport,  (Md.)  January  18. 

Since  the  foregoing  event,*  great  commotion  has  existed 
among  the  hands.  WnYy  litle  work  has  been  done,  and  a  state 
of  alarm  and  warlike  preparation  has  taken  its  place.  On 
Thursday  last,  we  are  informed,  a  party  of  Corkonians  com- 
mitted excesses  along  the  line  above  Ibis  place.  Yesterday 
morning  a  small  party  were  seen  approaching  this  place  from 
above,  and  were  met  on  the  aqueduct  and  driven  back  by  an 
opposing  party  of  their  countrymen  in  the  town.  In  this  affray 
one  man  w;xs  very  seriously  beaten  and  wounded.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  with  considerable  alacrity,  soon  put  them- 
selves in  military  order,  under  arms  for  the  protection  of  the 
peace,  and  remained  under  arms  for  the  balance  of  the  day, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  night. 

This  scene  was  soon  followed  by  another  which  resulted  in  a 
disastrous  battle  and  several  deaths.  A  party  of  i^ar<^ouns  or 
i>o?7^'/orc/s,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  men,  headed  by 
intrepid  leaders,  were  announced  as  approaching  from  below. 
Their  design,  they  stated  to  be,  to  pass  up  the  line  of  the  canal 
to  the  upper  dam,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  iheir  strength, 
and  not  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  peace  unless  attacked.  They 
were  armed  in  part  with  guns,  but  principally  with  h&lves, 
clubs,  &c.  They  passed  up  quietly  over  the  aqueduct,  and  on 
their  way,  as  we  learn,  three  or  four  hundred  more  of  the  san)e 
party  fell  into  their  ranks.  At  the  upper  dam,  in  a  field  on  the 
otiier  side  ofMiddlekauff's,  they  met  the  enemy  in  battle  array, 
drawn  up  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  about  three  hundred  in  number, 
and  armed,  in  part,  with  military  weapons. 

The  information  we  have  is,  that  the  attack  or  at  least  a 
challenge  to  the  combat,  was  made  by  the  latter  party.  Volleys 
of  shot  were  exchanged;  some  men  were  seen  to  fall,  and  the 
party  above  began  to  fall  back  and  disperse  before  the  superior 
forces  of  their  enemy.  A  pursuit  ensued  through  the  woods, 
where  frequent  firing  was  heard,  and  no  doubt  many  lives  were 
taken.  Persons  who  traversed  the  field  after  the  battle  was  over, 
observed  five'  men  in  the  agonies  of  death,  who  had  been  shot 
through  the  head;  several  dead  bodies  were  seen  in  the  woods,  and 
a  number  wounded,  in  every  direction.  Those  who  observed  the 
battle  describe  it  as  one  of  great  rage  and  most  deadly  violence. 
All  the  deaths  and  wounded  are  reported  to  have  been  of  the 
Corkonians. 

About  ten  o'clock  last  night  the  victorious  party  returned, 
and  passed  quietly  through  this  place,  after  halting  a  few  mo- 
ments in  one  of  the  public  streets,  to  their  respective  sections 
and  shantees  below  the  town.  Cluiet  was  restored  for  the  ba- 
lance of  the  night. 

We  have  tiius  attempted  merely  a  sketch  of  the  horrid  bar- 
barities committed  in  this  neighborhood  through  the  past  week. 
The  public  peace  has  been  outraged,  and  the  civil  authoriliea 
contemned.  It  remains  for  the  officers  of  justice  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  repair  these  gross  violations  of  the  law. 

Postscript.  Since  writing  the  above,  a  principal  leader  of  one 
of  the  parties  has  been  arrested  for  examination.  The  volunteer 
companies  have  arrived  from  Hagerstown,  commanded  by  col. 
Wm.  H.  Fitzhu<3h,  wiio  is  also  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  are 
now  ill  readiness  to  aid  the  civil  authority.  An  express  hass 
been  despatched  to  tiie  seat  of  covernment  for  a  sufficient  re- 
gular force,  to  be  sent  on  and  stationed  here,  or  at  other  suitable 
prtints  along  the  line-of  the  canal  to  preserve  order  among  the 
laborers,  and  for  purposes  of  general  protection,  [Banner. 

In  cnnsequenre  of  tlie  acts  of  violence  just  stated.  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, of  the  houpc  of  delegates  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  on  the 
28th  inst.  offered  a  res(dution  requesiins  the  president  of  the  U. 
States,  in  the  name  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  order  out  a  yiif- 

*That  is,  ilic  first  disturbances  as  mentioned  in  the  last  Re- 
gister, and  the  return  of  the  volunteers  to  Hagerstown,  (from 
whence  they  had  marclied  to  command  the  peace),  on  the  be- 
lief that  peace  had  been  restored  betvvcc.ii  the  parties. 
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ficient  number  of  troops  to^quell  an  armed  riot  amongst  the  labor- 
erd  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  near  Willianisport.  Mr. 
Wharton  stated  tliat  he  had  received  information  from  tlie  most 
respectable  and  undoubted  sources,  that  the  laborers  on  the  ca- 
nal near  VVillianjsport,  were  engaged  in  a  dispute  amongst  them- 
selves; llial  ihey  tiad  already  had  two  bailies;  liial  several  lives 
liad  been  lost,  and  a  number  of  persons  had  been  wounded.  He 
also  read  a  letter  from  the  cilizens  of  VVilliamsport,  complain- 
ing that  tlieir  lives  and  property  were  in  danger,  and  that  the 
civil  authorities  of  the  coutity  had  in  vain  endeavored  to"  af- 
ford then)  protection.  The  letter  from  VVilliamsport  further  re- 
presented that  the  parlies  militant  numbered  from  seven  to  eight 
hundred  men,  each,  and  that  a  great  many  of  tliem  were  armed 
with  warliiie  weapons.  Mr.  Wharton's  resolution  passed  the 
house  of  delegates  vvitiiout  objection,  but  were  returned  from 
the  senate  in  a  difterent  form;  tiie  resolutions  of  liie  senate 
authorises  tlie  governor  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  state  to 
subdue  the  disturbance,  and  were  assented  to  by  thit  liouse  of 
delegates.  — 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  30th  ult.  however,  says — 
We  learn  that,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  legtsJature 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  calling  upon  the  general  government 
for  military  aid  to  quell  the  riots  among  the  workmen  on  the 
canal,  near  Willianisport,  th.e  president  of  the  United  States 
lias  promptly  issued  orders  to  two  companies  of  the  military  to 
proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  spot,  and  to  report  to, 
and  aid  the  civil  authorities,  in  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  to 
that  neighborhood. 

[Troops  from  Fort  McHenry  left  Baltimore  on  Thursday 
morning,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road.] 

PENNSYLVANIA  TREASURY,  &c. 
The  following  extracts  were  prepared  for  the  Harrisburgh 
Chronicle,  from  the  report  of  the  auditor  general,  for  1833.  The 
first  statement  shows  the  receipts — the  second  the  expi^ndi- 
tures,  the  statenieuts  being  from  the  first  of  November,  1832, 
to  the  3ist  of  October,  1833. 

RECEIPTS— NO.  I. 

Lands  and  land  office  fees $48,379  64 

Auction  commissions 15,700  00 

Auction  duties        ........  79,038  08 

Dividends  on  bank  stock 143,230  00 

Dividends  on  bridge,  navigation  and  turnpike  stock  28..535  20 

Tax  on  bank  dividends 45,404  91 

Tax  on  offices         . 14,399  51 

Tax  on  writs,  &c .  24,771  00 

Fees,  secretary  of  state's  office      ....  728  33 

Taverh  licenses 52,267  16" 

Duties  on  dealers  in  foreign  merchandise     .        .  61,480  86 

State  maps .  131  30 

Collateral  inheritances 160,6^8  26 

Pamphlet  laws 96  28 

Militia  and  exempt  fines 1,693  00 

Tin  and  clock  pedlers'  licenses         ....  2,461  93 

Hawkers'  and  pedlers'  licenses     ....  3.025  45 

Increase  of  county  rates  and  levies          .        .        .  185,177  32 

Tax  on  personal  property 43,685  47 

Escheats 1,742  99 

*Cana!  tolls 151,419  69 

Loans 2,539,987  00 

Premiums  on  loans         ......  335651  72 

Premiums  on  bank  charters        ....  102.29790 

Old  debts  and  miscellanies            .        .    '    .        .  5,119  74 


Balance  in  treasury,  Nov.  1,  1832 


EXPENDITURES — NO.  2. 

Internal  improvements    .... 
Expenses  of  government      .        .        .        . 
Militia  expenses  .... 

Pensions  and  gratuities        .        .        .        . 

Education         • 

House  of  refuge 

Interest  on  loans 

Pennsylvania  claimants       .        .    ,    . 

State  maps 

Internal  Improvement  fund 
Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia 
Penitentiary  near  Pittsburgh 
Conveying  convicts 
Conveying  fugitives      .         .        ; 
Defence  of  the  state         .... 
Miscellaneous       ...... 


1,047,050  62 
117.167  16 


$4,164,217  78 

$2,588,879  13 

212,940  95 

20,776  99 

29,303  21 

7,954  48 

5,000  00 

94,317  47 

351  00 

187  30 

755,444  01 

44,312  50 

23,047  75 

1.3.50  22 

586  50 

160  00 

12,187  97 


Balance  in  treasury,  November  1,  1833 


$,3,796,794  48 
367,423  30 


$4,164,217  88 

MR.  CLAY  AND  THE  BANK. 
Mr.    Clny  has  been  oftentimes  called,   in   the  "organized" 
press,  a  "bank  lawyer,"  and  indeed   some  of  ihem  have  had 
the  delicacy  to  intimate  that  he  is  now  in  the  pay  of  the  bank  of 

*Tiiese  tolls  shew  an  increase  of  about  100,000  dollars,  com- 
pared with  the  receipts  of  last  year. 


the  United  States!    These  "measure  other  people's  corn  bj 
their  own  bushel." 

Some  time  ago,  on  submitting  certain  resolutions  in  the  se- 
nate— 

Mr.  Clay  begged  permission  to  trespass  a  few  moments  long- 
er on  the  senate  to  make  a  statcmeiil  cuncerninghiui.'^elf  person- 
ally. He  had  heard  that  one  higli  in  odice,  (said  Mr.  C.)  had  al- 
lowed himsi.lf  to  assert  that  a  dishonorable  connexion  had  sub- 
sisted between  him  (Mr.  C.)  and  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
Wiien  the  present  cliarter  was  granted,  he  voted  for  il;  and 
having  done  so,  he  did  not  feel  himsolf  at  liberty  to  subsciibe, 
and  he  did  not  subscribe  for  a  single  share  in  the  stock  of  the 
bank,  although  he  confidently  anticipated  a  great  rise  in  the  va- 
lue of  the  stock.  A  few  years  afterwards,  during  the  presiden- 
cy of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  thought  by  some  of  his  (fiends  at  Phila- 
delphia expedient  to  make  him  (Mr.  C.)  a  director  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States;  and  he  was  made  a  director  without  any 
consultation  with  him.  For  that  purpose,  five  shares  were 
purchased  for  him,  by  a  friend,  for  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  after- 
wards paid.  When  he  ceased  to  be  a  director,  a  short  time 
subsequently  he  disposed  of  those  sharf!s.  He  does  not  now 
own,  and  has  not  for  many  years  been  the  proprietor,  of  a  sin- 
gle share. 

When  Mr.  Cheves  was  appointed  president  of  the  bank,  its 
aff'airs  in  the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  were  in  great  disor- 
der; and  his  (Mr.  Clay's)  professional  services  were  engaged 
during  several  years  for  the  bank  in  those  states.  He  broucht 
a  vast  number  of  suits,  and  transacted  a  great  amount  of  pro- 
fessional business  for  the  bank.  Among  other  suits,  was  that 
for  the  recovery  of  the  100,000  dollars,  seized  under  the  autho- 
rity of  a  law  of  Ohio,  which  he  carried  through  the  inferior  and 
supreme  court.  He  was  paid  by  the  bank  the  usual  compensa- 
tion for  these  services,  and  no  more.  And  he  ventured  to  as- 
sert, that  no  professional  fees  were  ever  more  honestly  and 
faiily  earned.  He  had  not,  however,  been  the  counsel  for  the 
bank  for  upwards  of  eight  years  past.  He  does  not  owe  the 
banjv,  or  any  one  of  its  branches,  a  solitary  cent.  About  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  owing  to  the  failure  of  a  hijjhly  estimable, 
now  deceased  friend,  a  large  amount  of  debt  had  been,  as  his 
endorser,  thrown  upon  him,  (Mr.  C.)  and  it  was  principally 
due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  (Mr.  C.)  established 
for  himself  a  rigid  economy,  a  sinkitig  fund,  and  worked  hard, 
and  paid  off"  the  debt  long  since,  without  receiving  from  the 
bank  the  slightest  favor.  Whilst  others  around  him  were  dis- 
charging their  debts  in  property,  at  high  valuations,  he  periodi- 
cally renewed  his  note,  payins;  the  discount,  until  it  was  wholly 
extinguished.  It  has  been  said  of  professional  men  of  the  great- 
est eminence,  that  their  fate  is  to  work  hard,  live  well,  and  die 
poor. 

Such  was  a  true  account  of  his  connection  with  that  institu- 
tion; and  he  defied  its  disproof  in  any  particular. 

TREASURY  INSTRUCTIONS. 

CIRCULAR    TO    COLLECTORS,  NAVAL    OFPICERS,  AND    SHRVEYORS. 

Treasury  department,  comptroller's  office,  Jan.  20,  1834. 

Sir:  The  secretary  of  ihe  treasury,  in  order  to  produce  uni- 
formity of  practice  in  the  colTection  of  duties  on  lead,  deeming 
it  proper  that  a  circular  should  be  addressed  to  the  collectors, 
stating  the  construction  given  to  the  law  at  the  department,  I 
subjoin,  hereto,  for  your  information  and  government,  a  copy 
of  a  communication  received  from  him  on  the  subject,  under 
date  of  the  18lh  instant.  Pv,esppctfullv, 

(Signed)    .  JOS.  ANDERSON,  comptroller. 

James  N.  Barker,  esq.  collector,  Philadelphia. 

Treasury  department,  Icith  January,  1834. 

Sir:  In  order  to  produce  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  lead,  it  is  proper  that  a  circular  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  collectors,  stating  the  construction  given  to  the 
law  at  this  department. 

The  object  of  the  law  is  to  impose  a  specific  duty  of  three 
cents  a  pound  on  all  lead,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  imported, 
which  is  not  designed  to  remain  for  use  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  is  introduced— but  intended  to  be  melted  down,  and  convert- 
ed into  some  other  purpose.  The  term  pig  lead,  is  not  used  in 
the  act  of  congress,  to  describe  merely  the  form  in  which  the 
lead  is  imported.  It  is  equally  pig  lead,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law,  whether  the  mass  be  one  shape  or  another,  provided 
it  is  cast  in  that  form,  in  the  ordinary  state,  and  for  the  uses  of 
pig  lead — that  is,  as  a  preparation  of  the  metal,  in  a  suitable 
form  and  size  for  the  purpose  of  being  manufactured  into  some- 
thing else.  The  basins,  and  busts,  and  weights,  and  sea-leads, 
are  mere  attempts  to  evade  the  revenue  laws,  and  cannot  be 
countenanced  by  this  department.  You  will,  therefore,  is.'>ue 
directions  to  collectors,  to  charge  a  specific  duly  of  three  cents 
a  pound  on  all  lead,  in  whatever  form  the  mass  may  be,  which 
appears  to  be  intended  for  the  purposes  to  which  pig  lead  is 
usually  applied,  and  which  is  not  designed  for  actual  use  as  a 
manufacture  of  lead  in  the  shape  in  which  it  is  imported. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANFiY,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Jos,  JJnderson,  esq.  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mint  of  the  U.   S.  Philadelpiha,  \st  Jan.  1834. 
Sir — T  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  on  the  general  trana- 
aciions  of  the  mint  during  the  last  year. 
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The  coinage  effected  within  that  period,  amounts  to  3,765,710 
dollars,  comprising  $978,550  in  gold  coins,  $-l,759,000  in  silver, 
^28,160  in  copper,  and  consisting  of  10,307,790  piects  of  coin: 
viz: 

193,630  pieces,  making 
4,160 


Half  eagles, 
Quarter  eagles, 
Half  dollars, 
Quarter  do. 
Dismes, 
Half  dismes, 
Cents, 
Half  cQUts, 


5,206,000 

156,000 

485,000 

1,370,000 

2,739,000 

154,000 

10,370,790 


$958,150 
10,400 

2,503,000 
39,000 
48,500 
68,500 
27,390 
770 

$•3,765,710 


Of  the  amount  of  gold  coined  within  the  past  year,  about 

f 85,000  were  derived  from  Mexico,  South  America  and  the 
Viisl  Indies;  ."^12,000  from  Afiica;  $868,000  from  tiie  sold  region 
of  the  United  States,  and  about  ^13,000  from  sources  not  ascer- 
tained. 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  of  the  United  States,  above  mentioned, 
about  $104,000  may  be  stated  to  have  been  received  from  Virgi 
■nia;  $475,000  froni  North  Carolina;  $660,000  from  S.Carolina; 
^216,000;  from  Georgia;  and  about  $700  iioni  Tennessee. 

The  annexed  statement  exhibits  iheqiianniy  of  gold  received 
from  the  several  districts  of  the  United  Stales  wlii'jh  have  thus 
far  produced  it  in  sufficient  quantitifis  to  become  an  object  of 
regard,  commencing  with  the  year  1824.  Previously  to  that 
period  gold  had  been  received  at  the  mint  only  from  Norlli  Ca- 
lolina,  from  which  quarter  it  was  first  transmitted  for  coinage 
in  1804.  During  the  interval,  however,  fiom  that  date  to  1833, 
inclusive,  the  average  amount  had  not  exceeded  $2,500. 

In  the  report  of  1st  January,  1  833,  it  was  remarked  that  the 
"quantity  of  gold  of  the  United  States  brought  to  the  mint  in  1832, 
*vas  regarded,  according  to  estimates  entitled  to  gteat  respect, 
as  not  much  exceeding  one  half  the  quantity  produced  from  the 
mines  within  that  year;  nearly  an  equal  amount  being  supposed 
to  have  been  exported  uncoined,  or  consumed  in  the  aitt*.  No 
thing  has  since  occurred  to  create  a  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
that  conjecture.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  remark  is 
equally  true  in  regard  to  the  last  year,  and  that  the  amount  of 
gold  derived  from  the  United  States,  within  that  period,  has 
exceeded  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum,  it  is  be- 
lieved, is  not  less  than  about  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  gold 
produced  within  the  same  period,  from  all  other  sources,  in 
Europe  and  America,  estimated  according  to  the  best  authori- 
ties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, SAMUEL  MOORE, 

director  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  States, 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  produced  annually  from  the 
gold  region  of  the  United  Slates,  from  the  year  18-i4  to  1833, 
inclusive. 


$5,000 

17,000 

20,000 

21,000 

46,000 

140,000 

465,000 

520,000 

678,000 

868,000 

$190,500  1,674,000  162,500  744,000  9,000  1.000  2,781,000 

«'MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING." 

It  is  not  often  that  we  meet  with  any  thing  rmite  so 
queer^  in  all  its  parts,  as  the  following. 

FROM   THE   MATITLANJI    KEPUBLICAJT. 

Electioneering  for  the  next  presidency  and  vice  presidency. 

It  is  now  understood  at  Washington,  that  the  hero  of  the 
Thames,  the  reputed  slayer  of  Tecumseh,  has  been  bought  off 
from  his  design  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  by  a  pro 
mise  that  he  (the  hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson),  shall  be  made  vice 
president,  under  the  iiitendt'd  administration  successor,  Martin 
van  Bareu!! 

We  invite  the  people  of  Maryland  to  look  at  the  first  act  in 
this  political  drama,  and  note  the  fingiir  of  some  of  the  highest 
officers  of  the  government  at  Washiiigton,  attempting  to  rule 
the  people  of  Maryland  by  the  '■'■■pntronj.gc  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates'.^^ 

Col.  Johnson,  it  seems,  has  sent  to  be  exhibited  to  the  p^oplR 
of  Annapolis,  the  "very  pistol  he  shot  Tecnmseh  with,"  and 
"the  very  suit  of  clothes  Tecumseh  wore  in  the  battle. "  And 
the  hon.  secretary  of  war,  gov.  Cass,  has  sent  for  the  piunc  pur- 
pose,out  of  theHrchives  of  his  office, "the  identical  oiilnrs  \vljii;t! 
floated  over  the  band  of  heroes." 

A  print  of  the  battle,  placing  col.  Johnson  in  Iii;,'')  ri^lji-f,  is 
igoing.the  roundn  of  ail  the  print  shops  in  towji,  for  Jilie  ffftxt, 
>'j»y  authority"  at  Washington. 


■s, 
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c3 
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^^ 
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»5 
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^ 

'^ 

1894 

^;5,000 
7,000 

1825 

1826 

20,000 

1827 

21,000 

1828 

46,000 

1829 

$2,500 

1 34,000 

$3,500 

1830 

24,000 

204,000 

26,000  212,000 

1831 

26,000 

294,000 

22,000  176,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1832 

34,000 

458,000 

45,000 

140,000 

1,000 

1833 

104,000 

475,000 

66,000  216,000  7,000 

Richard  M.Johnson  is  therefore  ^he  candidate  for  the  vice 
presidency  "by  authority,"  and  the  good  men  and  true  of  the 
old  democratic  parly  must  be  very  cautinsjs  how  they  reject  the 
fact,  either  that  he  killed  Tecumseh  or  wrote  himself,  his  Sun- 
day mail  repsrl.     Here  fcdlows  the  advertisement. 

THEATRE.  First  night  of  the  National  Patriotic  Drama, 
written  by  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Washington  city,  entitled  TECUM- 
SEH; Or^the  battle  of  the  Thames.  The  manager  has  the  plea- 
sure of  announcing  to  the  public  of  Annapolis,  that  the  above 
drama,  which  has  been  successfully  performed  to  crowded 
houses  in  Washington  and  Baltimore,  has  just  been  received, 
and  will  be  presented  for  the  first  time  on  Monday  evening, 
Jan.  20,  1834.  Tecumseh,  (who  will  wear  the  identical  dress 
worn  by  him  the  day  he  was  slain),  Mr.  F.  Brown.  Col.  R.  M. 
Johnson,  (who  will  use  the  same  pistols  with  which  the  hero 
slew  his  savage  foe),  Mr.  Anderson.  Edward,  Mrs.  F.  Brown. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  will  be  produced,  the  British  stand- 
ard, captured  by  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  on  the  field;  which,  by  the 
courtesy  of  gov.  Cass,  the  secretary  of  war,  has  been  politely 
loaned  to  give  effect  on  this  interesting  occasion.  For  other 
characters  and  entertainments,  see  the  bills  of  the  day.  Per- 
formance to  commence  at  half  past  7.  Boxes  and  pit  50  cents — 
gallery  25.  Children  under  12  years  of  age,  half  price. 
January  14, 1834. 

Cc(^The  handbills  which  were  distributed  for  the  occasion, 
and  which  were  directed  and  placed  one  on  the  desk  of  each 
member  of  the  house  of  delegates  themorning  of  the  play;  were 
headed  in  the  following  words:  ^'-Under  the  patronage  of  the 
house  of  delegates." 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Hughes.,  the 
editor  of  the  "Mai-yland  Republican,"  is  printer  to  the 
state,  from  which  place  a  strong  desire  has  been  shown 
to  oust  or  "reform"  him,  by  certain  members  of  the 
house  of  delegates — in  wliich  the  friends  of  the  national 
administration  hold  a  majority.  On  the  21st  January,  the 
subject  was  formally  presented  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Sellr- 
man,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  and  on  the  22d — 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Carter,  of  Montgomery,  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  take  up  for  consideration  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Sellman  on  yesterday,  relating  to  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
theairical  bill,  which  was  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members. 
Which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Montgomery,  moved  to  refer  the  said  resolu- 
tions to  a  select  committee  of  five,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  to 
this  house,  by  what  authority  the  papers  relating  to  a  theatrical 
exhibition,  vvere  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
and  by  wlial  authority  the  said  papers  were  headed,  "under  the 
patronage  of  the  house  of  delegates." 
RjCsolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

In  pursuance  whereof:  the  speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Carter, 
of  Montgomery,  Sellman,  SitTord,  Handy  and  Fassitt  to  consti- 
tute  the  said  committee. 

And  on  the  23d  the  aforesaid  committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house, 
by  what  authoriiy  the  papers  relating  to  a  theatrical  exhibilion 
were  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members  of  tliis  house,  and  hy 
what  authority  the  said  papers  were  headed  "under  the  patron- 
age of  the  house  of  delegates,"  respectfully  report: 

That  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them,  they 
summoned  before  them  the  managers  of  the  theatre;  from  whose 
testimony  it  appears,  that  at  their  instance,  and  by  their  autho- 
rity alone,  a  play  bill  was  on  Monday  last,  directed  to  each 
member  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  of  the  senate,  and  laid 
upon  the  desks  of  tlie  several  members  of  both  houses. 

It  further  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the  said  managers, 
that  some  time  duiing  the  last  week  a  man  by  the  name  of  Em- 
mons arrived  in  this  place  from  the  city  of  Washington,  via. 
Brtliimore,  brinjiiig  with  him  the  manuscript  copy  of  a  play, 
entitled,  "The  death  of  Trrumsch,or  the  battle  of  the  Thames," 
which  he  represented  as  having  been  recently  performed  in  the 
cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  with  great  effect,  and  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  them  for  the  performance  of  said  play. 
At  the  same  time  producing  a  flag  which  he  represented  as  the 
identical  flag  taken  by  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  from  the  Bri- 
tish army  at  the  liattle  of  the  Thames,  and  which  he  stated  to 
them  he  had  procured  from  the  war  department  at  Washington; 
also  a  pistol  which  he  represented  as  the  same  pistol  with  which 
Tecumseh  was  killed  by  col.  Johnson.  From  all  the  testimony 
before  them  the  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  theatre  undertook  the  performance  of  the  play 
solely  from  a  desire  of  gain,  and  not  with  a  view  to  any  politi- 
cal effect;  and  that  the  words  "under  the  patronage  of  the  liouse 
of  delegates,"  in  the  caption  of  the  bills  laid  on  the  desks  of  the 
members  of  Uiii  house,  were  inserted  for  no  other  purpose  but 
to  arqnire  the  individual  patronage  of  the  mctnbors  of  the  legis- 
l.itine,  and  to  induce  the  citizens  of  Annnpolis  more  generally 
to  nttctui  rhe  perronnance.  That  it  was  desisined  as  a  compli- 
ment bv  flu;m  to  (lie  mcrnhnrs  of  tliis  tiniise,  and  without  the 
sli'^'hfrsr,  iiiteinion  upnn  their  p'^rt  fo  iiuimate  Ihat  they  had  the 
ofiicial  riiitlioriiy  of  ihe  house  of  [)el(giites  for  so  doinir. 

For  the  fiitUicr  investiir^ii'^n  of  the  inntters  referred  to  them, 
the  conimittee  summoned  before  them  Mr.  Emru'inv.  the  person 
riniiH'd  by  the  mananers  in  their  testimony,  who  bcins  examined 
on  oath,  testified  to  the  fact  that  the  flaj  exhibitCA  at  the  per- 
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formance  of  the  play  on  Monday  niKlil  was  the  identical  flag 
wliicli  had  been  lakew  from  the  Britisl)  army  by  col.  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  at  the  battle  of  the  Thanietf,  and  that  he  had  procured 
tlie  loan  of  it,  for  the  purpose  o(  giving;  additional  efi'ect  to  the 
play,  from  col.  Roger  Jones,  of  the  war  department  at  Wabh- 
ington,  and  without  ilie  knowledge  of  the  liead  of  that  depart- 
ment. That  the  pistol  used  upon  that  occasion  was  the  same 
pistol  with  which  Tecumseh  was  shot  by  col  Johnson,  but  de- 
tired  the  committee  to  note  in  his  own  words  that  he  refused  to 
pay  how  it  came  into  his  possesfion.  Upon  beiiiy;  asked  by  the 
committee  whether  the  perlbrmance  of  the  play  was  or  was  not 
intended  to  advance  the  political  views  of  col.  Johnson,  he  re- 
plied, "col.  Johnson  already  stands  too  high  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  to  render  it  necessary  to  raise  him  higher." 

The  committee  being  of  opii;ion  that  their  duty  required  them 
to  examine  Jeremiah  Hughes,  esq.  the  editor  of  a  newspaper, 
in  which  lately  appeared  a  paragraph  upon  this  subject,  believ- 
ed by  some  to  cast  improper  imputations  upon  this  house,  and 
understanding  that  from  indisposition  he  would  be  unable  to 
appear  before  them,  transmitted  to  him  in  writing  an  interroga- 
tory, which,  together  with  his  aciswer  thereto,  is  contained  in 
the  paper  accompanying  this  report. 

Your  committee  believing  that  tiieir  duty  is  best  performed  by 
a  plain  statement  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
several  witnesses  examined  before  them,  respectfully  submit 
them  without  comment. 

In  addition,  the  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report,  that 
there  was  no  evidence  before  the  committee  to  justify  the  charge 
contained  in  Mr. -Hughes' paper,  and  reiterated  in  his  letter  to 
the  committee  this  morning,  of  an  attempt  by  high  officers  at 
Washington  to  rule  the  people  of  Maryland,  by  the  patronage 
of  the  house  of  delegates. 

To  the  introduction  of  which  additional  paragraph  Mr.  Handy 
and  Mr.  Carter  dissented. 

JOHN  A.  CARTER,  chairman. 
Wednesday  evening,  22(i  January,  1834. 
Geitllemen  of  the  csmmiitee  of  the  house  of  delegates: 

To  the  question  to  which  you  require  my  reply — "Upon  what 
authority  I  undertook  to  implicate  the  house  of  delegates,  with 
lending  the  patronage  of  the  house  of  delegates  at  the  instance 
of  sotne  of  tlie  highest  officers  of  the  government,  at  Washing- 
ton," "attempting  to  rule  tiie  people  of  Maryland, "jn  my  paper 
of  the  21st  instant,  headed  "Electioneering." 
My  reply  is,  that 

I  disavow  expressly,  having  in  thought  or  word  implicated 
the  house  of  delegates.  The  language  of  the  publication  was 
plain  and  pointedly  aimed  at  those  high  officers  in  Washington, 
who  seemed  by  the  process  pointed  out  and  quoted  from  the 
caption  of  the  play  bill,  to  be  attempting  to  play  off  a  political 
drama  here,  for  their  own  benefit.  That  the  house  of  delegates 
had  or  would  "lend"  themselves  to  such  a  measure,  I  had  too 
iTiucli  Maryland  pride  for  one  moment  to  imagine,  and  owed  too 
nluch  to  the  relation  in  which  I  stood  to  the  house,  to  have 
dared  to  utter  without  foundation.  The  bold  assumption  of  the 
play  bill — the  striking  character  of  its  promises  and  parade — as- 
sociating so  singularly  with  the  reports  of  the  day,  (introduced 
ill  my  remarks),  formed  associations  which  were  deemed  suffi- 
ciently striking  to  be  known  to  the  public — they  were  therefore, 
uttered  for  the  public  inspection,  without  the  retiiotest  idea  that 
expressions  were  employed  that  anv  one  could  construe  into 
disrespect  to  the  house.  JEREMIAH  HUGHES. 

Which  having  been  read: 
Mr.  Fassitt  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
Which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  editorial  remarks  contained  in  the  Repub- 
lican of  Tuesday  last,  emanating  from  the  printer  of  the  state, 
and  insinuating  tliat  a  gang  of  strolling  players  is  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  house  of  delegates,  call  for  the  unqualified  cen- 
sure of  this  house. 
Mr.  Sifford  submitted  the  following  resolutiofis, 
Which  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  investigation  of  this  matter,  the  charges 
are  proved  to  be  slanderous  and  defamatory  to  all  parties  impli- 
cated, without  a  little  of  proof  to  support  the  charges  therein 
contained. 

Resolved,  That  Jeremiah  Hughes,  editor  of  said  paper,  de- 
serves the  censure  of  this  house  of  delegates. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Montgomery,  moved  that  the  said  report,  with 
the  proposed  resolutions,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday the  29th  inst. 
Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


The.parade  of  the  identical  jiistol  with  which  the  "hero 
slew  ]iis  savage  foe,"  the  identical  (hess  worn  by  Tecum- 
seh at  the  time  of  his. death,  and  the  identical  flag,  cap- 
tured  by  the  colonel   from   the  \lv\\.\iA\,  loaned  from  the 
■war  department,  '■'■for  the  interesting  occasion,"  make  op 
the  ne  phis  idtra  of  the  ridiculous;  and,  as  we  mustthitik, 
of  the  disrespectful   too,  to  the  individual  intended  to  be 
honored   by  the  display.     And   as  to  the   main   fa«t  on 
which  the  "glory"  of  the  whole  jiiece  depends,  ii  is  not 
ascertained  that  col.  Johnson   killed   Tecumseh,  though 
the  Indian  warrior  fell    near  the  spot  where  the  colonel 
was  gallantly  fighting.     The  writer  of  this,  years  ago, 
when  a  recollection  of  the  facts  was  fresh  on  the  mind 
of  the   colonel,  has  oftentimes  heard   him  disavow  anyr 
certainty  in  the  report  that  he  had  killed  Tecumseh — he 
might  or  might  not  have  killed  him — he  encountered  se- 
veral Indians,  aiul  wtis  himself  severely  wounded   in  the 
busy  and  rough  affray. 

These  remarks  are  not  made  to  detract  from  the  me- 
rits of  col.  Johnson,  and  his  gallant  associates,  in  the  bat- 
tle alluded  to.  It  is  admitted  by  all  persons,  that  the 
colonel  behaved  with  the  greatest  resolution,  energy  and 
effect;  and  that  the  mounted  regiment,  which  had  been 
chiefly  raised  and  disciplined  by  his  brave  brother,  James 
Johnson,  met  the  fierce  contest  \\  ith  unflinching  courage 
and  steadiness  of  purpose.  It  neither  adds  to  nor  de- 
tracts from  the  reputation  of  col.  Johnson,  whether  Te- 
curnseh  was  killed  by  himself,  or  any  other  under  his 
command;  if  the  former,  the  personal  rencontre  was  ac- 
cidental; and  if  the  latter,  the  colonel  was,  with  equal 
gallantry,  engaged  with  others  of  the  foe.  But  we  must 
enter  a  decided  protest  against  such  public  ])arades  of  the 
colonel's  pistols,  with  the  utterance  of  speeches,  no  doubt, 
as  if  delivered  by  him  on  the  occasion  (!!!)  and  &  present 
personification  of  him,  on  the  stage.  The  time  may  come 
when  a  national  drama  ought  to  be  written  and  liberally 
patronized,  to  present  and  preserve  a  lively  history  of  the 
aborigines  of  our  country,  and  of  the  contests  had  with 
them;  but  that  time  has  not  arrived — and  such  personifi- 
cation of  living  characters  appears  altogether  improper, 
if  not  absolutely  indecent. 

With  the  /JoZiV/caZ  part  of  the  article  published  in  the 
"Maryland  Republican,"  we  have  nothing  to  do;  but  if 
it  is  the  intention  of  col.  Johnson's  friends  to  name  him 
for  the  vice  presidency,  they  ought  promptly  to  forbid  or 
suppress  these  bombastic  proceedings,  if  they  can.  What 
the  house  of  delegates  could  justly  find  fault  in  Mr. 
Hughes,  we  cannot  tell.  The  play  bill  said  that  the  flag 
had  been  loaned  by  the  seoe^art/ q/" war  "for  the  inter- 
esting occasion,"  and  that  the  play  was  to  be  performed 
^'tmder  the  patro7iage  of  the  hovse  of  delegates."  If  these 
things  were  true,  there  was  strong  evidence,  we  think, 
that  the  proceeding  was  intended  for  political  efi'ect,  no 
matter  by  whom;  but  we  cannot  see  a  rightful  reference 
to  the  house  of  delegates:  on  the  contrary,  the  burthen  of 
the  allegation  rested  elsewhere.  Mr.  Hughes,  though 
indisposed,  must  have  known  that  the  house  had  not  pass- 
ed upon  the  subject — but  it  may  well  be  asked,  if  so  Sen- 
sitive to  his  remarks,  why  did  not  the  house  act  upon  the 
subject  on  the  moment  when  the  bills  so  pompously  sent 
forth  were  found  upon  the  table  of  every  member?  It 
would  seem' that  the  offence  was  not  in  the  original  pro- 
clamation of  this  strange  matter — but  in  the  notice  of  it 
by  tlie  printer  to  the  state,  tiiough  with  reference  only  to" 
XAxe  ^Q,\.?,  Q?  strangers!  Mr.  Hughes  did  not  say  or  inti- 
mate, that  the  house  had,  in  any  way,  sanctioned  the  pro- 
ceeding, unless  in  a  statement  of  the  fact  that  the  play 
bill  had  been  distributed   in  the  manner  just  mentioned. 


Dr.  Emmons — or  "poet  Emmons"  as  he  is  oftentimes 
called,  is  pretty  well  known  to  those  who  visit  Washing- 
ton, as  the  vender  of  several  volumes  of  words,  the  title 
of  which  is  forgotten,  though  we  once  read  seven  lines 
and  a  half  of  the  work;  and  no  doubt,  his  "national  pa- 
triotic drama"  is  equally  calculated  to  excite  our  atten- 
tion, if  permitted  to  look  at  the  precious  manuscript. 
But  if  it  suri>assed  the  best  productions  of  Sliakspeare, 
there  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  want  of  good  taste,  if  not  a 
want  of  something  else  far  more  reprehensible,  in  such 
an  exhibition,  at  this  time,  and  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, and  in  the  very  presence,  as  it  wciv,  of  col.  Johnson, 
hinihelf. 


A  correspondent  of  the  "Baltimore  Patriot,"  under 
date  of  Annapolis,  (VV^ednesday)  January  29,  says— 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  flmi  hill,  and 
the  rp.^nluiinns  nf  Messrs.  PiflVird  and  Fassit  going  to  censure 
the  editor  oTriie  Maryland  Rcpulilican  for  his  remarks  thereon, 
then  came  up;  both  the  above  cenllonipn  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw their  resprctive  ro.=ol!itions,  when  some  warm  discussion 
ensued  At  length  the  house  allowed  them  to  withdraw  their 
resolnlinns.  Several  prnpnsilinns  were  then  made,  goins  to 
disclaim  any  agpncy  on  tlie  iiart  of  tiie  hnnse,  in  the  getting  up 
of  said  jilcni  Lilt,  the  piiraseoloiiy  nf  all  of  which  btins;  nlijection- 
able  to  some,  gnve  rise  to  a  very  long  and  animated  discustion- 
finally,  after  a  debate  nf  fthniit  two  hours  diiiatinn.  the  house 
passed  a  resniution  ofiered  by  Mr.  Harris,  setting  forth  that  "the 
statement  contained  in  a  play  liill,  which  on  — —  in?i.  was  laid 
,  nil  ihedesks  of  the  inemtiers  of  the  house,  and  commented  upon 
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by  several  papers,  is  utterly  false."    Mr.  Hughes  (edilo/  of  the 
Maryland  Republican)  has  been  entirely  exculpated. 
[And  so  endeth  this  "much-ado-about-nblhin^. " 


LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

We  have  the  inaugural  addreiss,  of  Mr.  Davis,  recently  elect- 
ed governor  of  Massachusetts.  It  has  all  that  soundness  of 
matter  and  nlildness  of  manner,  for  which  the  speeches  of  this 
distinguished  gentleman  m  congress  have  always  been  remark- 
able; which  gave  him  an  unparalleled  personal  influence  over 
the  proceedings  of  that  body,  when  these  were  not  diverted 
by  political  considerations,  or  governed  by  party  purposes. 

Room  canndt  be  made  for  the  address,  but  there  is  one  part 
of  which  bears  so  strongi}'  on  the  leading  topic  of  the  present 
time,  that  we  shall  insert  it,  at  once — well  assured  that  it  will 
be  very  generally  read,  with  pleasure  and  profit  to  all. 

"1  cannot  on  this  occasion  omit  to  remark,  that  we  are  ap- 
proaching a  crisis  in  the  currency  of  the  country  which  must  be 
regarded  by  us  with  interest,  as  it  excites  a  strong  sensation  in 
the  public  mind.  It  seems  now  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
executive  of  the  United  States,  that  after  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
sent national  bank  expires,  no  institution  of  that  description  is  to 
exist  by  his  consent.  The  operations  of  that  bank,  and  its  in- 
fluence upon  the  trade  and  business  of  the  country,  are  very  ex- 
tensive. Its  existence  has  imposed  a  restraint  upon  the  immo- 
derate issues  of  paper  by  other  banks,  and  tended  strongly  to 
keep  that  paper  up  to  the  metallic  standard  of  value.  There  is 
never  specie  sufficient  in  the  United  Slates  to  redeem  the  bills 
which  are  in  circulation.  Our  currency  is  therefore  founded  on 
credit,  and  may  not  inaptly  be  called  paper.  Whatever  mea- 
sures, therefore,  tend  to  excite  distrust  of  the  credit  of  the  banks, 
or  to  diminish  the  circulation  of  their  paper,  causes  a  scarcity 
of  money,  and  brings  distress  upon  the  community.  It  is  not, 
however,  my  purpose  to  investigate  the  policy  which  has  been 
pursued  towards  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  to  invite 
your  attention  to  considerations  more  immediately  connected 
with  this  government. 

"The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  for  some  years  furnished 
to  the  country,  principally  to  the  south  and  west,  a  circulation 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  after  its  dis- 
discontinuance,  must  be  supplied  from  other  sources. 

"It  will  be  vain  to  look  for  prosperity  without  a  circulating 
medium,  which  commands  the  public  confidence.  If  the  cur- 
rency is  fluctuating,  business  will  participate  in  its  character, 
and  the  fluctuations  bring  disaster  upon  the  seller  or  the  buyer 
— commerce  must  necessarily  languish,  property  sink  in  value, 
and  the  general  prosperity  be  greatly  abated.  It  is  therefore  the 
dictate  of  sound  policy  to  maintain  a  currency  which  shall  re- 
main firm  and  inspire  public  confidence. 

"The  people  desire,  and  the  interests  of  the  country  require, 
two  things:  first,  a  healthy,  safe  currency,  consisting  of  gold 
and  silver,  or  paper  redeemable  at  sight  in  those  metals,  and  of 
equal  value;  second,  capital  at  the  lowest  possible  rate  of  inter- 
est; and  any  arrangement  which  shall  produce  these  results 
will  doubtless  be  satisfactory  to  the  peo|)lc. 

"The  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin,  as  well  as  to  make 
it,  id  confided  to  the  United  States,  because  it  was  deemed  es- 
sential that  its  value  should  be  uniform.  The  states,  however, 
through  the  means  of  local  banks,  exercise  a  great  and  import- 
ant influence  upon  the  currency,  and  the  period  seems  to  be  ap- 
proaching when  that  influence  is  to  be  extended.  Hence  it  be- 
comes iarportanl  that  these  institutions  should  be  placed  on  the 
most  solid  foundation,  and  that  their  issues  of  paper  should  be 
so  regulated  as  to  sustain  the  great  interests  of  the  public,  and 
save  that  public  as  far  as  possible  from  the  embarrassment  which 
occurs  whenever  a  curtailment  of  bank  paper  in  circulation 
takes  place.  This  calamity  has  so  frequently  visited  us  within 
a  few  years  past,  under  the  name  of  pressure  for  money,  and 
with  such  disaster  to  debtors,  that  the  subject  demands  investi- 
gation with  a  view  to  avert  its  future  recurrence. 

"There  is  doubtless  a  dilTerence  of  opinion  as  to  the  causes 
which  produce  the  great  vaccinations  in  the  money  market. — 
At  one  time  the  premium  on  capital  falls  below  the  legal  rate  of 
interest — at  another,  money  can  scarcely  be  had  on  any  terms, 
or  upon  any  security.  There  can  however,  be  little  doubt  that 
the  small  quantity  of  specie  in  circulation,  is  one  of  the  causes 
tending  to  produce  these  disastrous  fluctuations.  The  specie 
in  this  state,  (and  so  in  most  of  the  states),  is  almost  exclusive- 
ly in  the  banks,  for  no  gold  circulates,  and  only  sufficient  silver 
to  make  sums  under  one  dollar.  The  last  returns,  shew  that 
all  our  banks,  having  a  capital  of  ^'^28,2.36. 250;  paid  in,  had,  on 
the  first  Saturday  of  October  last,  $92-2,309  84  of  specie  in  their 
vaults,  to  redeem"  ,f7,889, 1 10  67  of  bills  in  circulation— .^^.3, 716, 182 
37  of  deposites,  not  on  interest,  and  ^'7,949,910  53  on  interest; 
making  $19,889,110  67  demandable  of  them  at  sight,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  a  portion,  or  all  the  deposit(!S  which  bear 
interest.  The  state  of  the  banks  in  New  York,  so  far  as  I  have 
eeen  the  returns  of  1832,  which,  though  imperfect,  embraces 
nearly  all  of  tliem,  is  still  more  unfavorable. 

"Such  is  the  condition  of  two  of  the  most  commercial  and 
banking  states  in  the  union,  and  I  have  adverted  to  it  not  be- 
cause it  t'urnishea  any  new  cause  of  alarm,  or  varies  materially 
from  what  it  has  been  for  a  succession  of  years,  but  to  shew  the 
paucity  of  specie,  and  how  inadequate  it  is,  not  to  redeem  the 
bills  afloat,  but  to  refund  the  deposites  alone.  It  is  obvious 
that  if  a  panic  should  seize  the  public,  if  distrust  should  over- 
ehadow  our  banks  for  but  a  day,  all  payments  in  specie  would 


cease,  for  the  funds  on  hand  do  not  amount  to  one-twelfth  of 
the  bills  in  circulation,  and  those  deposites  which  they  are 
bound  to  pay  on  demand.  But  while  these  truths  are  so  appa- 
rejil,  my  belief  is,  that  no  banks  in  the  United  States  are  in  a 
more  sound  condition,  or  have  more  ample  resources  than  the 
banks  of  this  state,  and  none,  as  far  as  n)y  knowledge  extends, 
are  conducted  more  prudently  and  honorably. 

"But  specie  constitutes  the  basis  of  banking,  as  it  is  demand- 
able  for  bills,  and  gives  to  them  their  currency.  Each  bank 
will  ordinarily,  to  advance  its  intei-est,  throw  into  circulation 
as  many  bills  as  its  means  of  redemption  will  allow  with  safety. 
The  average  in  this  state  in  1832,  was  about  eight  dollars  tor 
one,  and  in  1833,  about  eight  and  a  half  for  one,  inking  all  the 
banks  together.  This  disproportion  between  specie  and  paper 
cannot  be  materially  increased.  Consequently,  if  the  quantity 
of  specie  is  diminished,  the  paper  circulation  must  be  curtailed; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  increased,  the  paper  may  also  be  in- 
creased. The  paper,  therefore,  fluctuates  as  its  basis  changes. 
"Suppose  then,  that  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  banks,  is  ,>$20,000,000,  and  the  bills  in  circulation 
to  be  ^80,000,000.  Then  suppose  5,000,000  of  this  specie  ia 
drawn  out  of  the  vaults  and  exported  to  pay  balances  of  foreign 
countries,  (an  occurrence  not  unusual),  one-fourth  of  the  basis 
of  this  vast  circulation  is  thereby  taken  away,  and  to  restore 
the  exact  ratio  between  the  specie  and  the  paper,  20,000,000,  or 
one-fourth  of  this  must  be  recalled  or  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion. It  may  not,  and  probably  is  not,  necessary  to  restore  the 
exact  ratio,  but  any  considerable  disproportion  is  at  once  felt, 
and  the  banks  begin  immediately  to  adjust  their  concerns  by 
curtailing  their  discounts,  the  efl'ecl  of  which  is  to  diminish  the 
quantity  of  bills  throvi'n  into  circulation,  while  the  quantity 
flowing  back  upon  the  banks  daily,  (to  be  retained  there)  ia  un- 
diminished. In  this  way  the  circulation  becomes  too  small  for 
the  demands  of  business,  and  the  pressure  for  money  which 
follows  will  be  longer  or  shorter,  and  more  or  less  severe,  ac- 
cording as  the  banks  may  speedily  or  gradually  restore  the  spe- 
cie. The  pressure  occasioned  by  curtailing  discounts,  and  the 
consequent  denial  of  credit  often  bears  with  such  tremendous 
severity  upon  debtors,  as  to  cripple  down  and  reduce  to  bank- 
ruptcy, honest,  active,  enterprising  citizens,  who,  if  it  were 
not  for  this  forced  denial  of  credit,  woiild  go  on  prosperously 
with  their  business,  and  they  and  their  creditors  continue  to  be 
a  blessing  to  the  public,  instead  of  all  being  hurried  into  poverty 
and  nakedness  together. 

"These  views  tend  to  show  that  the  disastrous  fluctuations 
which  we  experience,  are  to  some  extent  to  be  imputed  to  the 
fluctuations  in  specie,  and  that  the  smaller  the  amount  of  spe- 
cie in  the  country,  tiie  more  likely  they  are  to  occur,  and  the 
more  injurious  is  the  diminution  of  it  by  any  means  whatever. 
The  most  obvious  remedy,  therefore,  against  the  recurrence  of 
this  calamity,  and  the  most  certain  method  of  saving  the  active 
industry  of  the  country,  from  the  devouring  vortex  of  this  al- 
most periodical  disaster  which  comes  of  curtailing  discounts, 
is  to  increase  by  some  judicious  regulations,  the  quantity  of 
specie  in  circulation  to  such  an  extent,  that  these  occasional 
drains  shall  not  curtail  the  circulating  medium  as  to  produce 
such  consequences.  But  how  to  accomplish  this,  or  whether 
any  power  exists  in  this  government  to  adopt  measures  which 
will  afford  eff"ectual  relief,  must  be  left  to  your  wisdom  to  de- 
cide. If  the  circulation  of  small  bills  had  never  been  permit- 
ted, but  their  place  had  been  supplied  with  specie,  the  quantity 
now  in  circulation  would  be  large,  and  would  greatly  strength- 
en the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  ability  of  the  banks,  as 
it  would  flow  in  to  supply  the  place  of  that  drained  off",  and 
thus  supersede  to  a  great  extent,  the  occasion  for  those  forced 
curtailments  of  discounts  which  always  prove  injurious  to  the 
public.  But  as  the  legislature  has  recognized  the  right  to  issue 
such  paper,  it  is  questionable  whether  the  arrangement  can 
now  be  disturbed  consistently  with  the  observance  of  good 
faith,  without  the  consent  of  the  banks.  The  states  which 
have  adopted  this  course  are  best  supplied  with  specie,  and  if 
the  whole  country  could  be  prevailed  on  to  suppress  small 
bills,  it  is  believed  great  relief  would  be  realized  from  it.  All 
action  upon  this  delicate  and  important  subject  should  be  calm 
and  considerate,  and  all  change,  if  any  is  made,  should  be  so 
gradual  as  to  effect  no  interests  injuriously.  Experience  has 
long  since  proved  that  a  metallic  currency  is  least  liable  to  fluc- 
tuations, and  thereby  best  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  designed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  earliest  opportunity  will 
be  seized,  to  return  so  far  to  it  at  least,  as  to  rectify  the  present 
credit  system  of  paper  currency,  and  prevent  its  pernicious 
fluctuations. 

"We  have  additional  proof  daily,  of  a  disposition  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  to  multiply  banks  beyond  all  former  pre- 
cedent. The  same  excited  state  of  the  public  mind  followed 
the  refusal  to  recharter  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and,  if  now,  as  then,  the  applicants  for  charters  succeed  in 
their  wish,  it  is  not  very  probable  that  the  same  result  will  fol- 
low, and  the  holders  of  bills  will  be  left  to  mourn  over  the  ina- 
bility of  the  jiromisers  to  pay.  This  will  tend  further  to  weak- 
en public  confidence  by  exciting  distrust  against  all  banks',  and 
it  becomes  a  wise  people  to  be  prepared  for  such  an  emergency, 
if  unfortunately  for  the  country  it  should  occur. 

"In  closing  these  remarks  I  will  express  a  desire  that  con- 
gress may  no  longer  delay  the  adoption  of  measures  to  regulate 
the  value  of  gold  coin  in  a  more  judicious  manner.  By  tho 
laws  as  lliey  now  exist,  the  legal  value  of  our  gold,  which  is 
one  to  fifteen  of  silver,  has  for  several  years  past  on  an  average, 
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been  between  four  and  five  per  cont.  under  the  market  value, 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  it  has  been  all  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation. 

"The  public  interest  seems  to  demand  that  this  coin  should 
constitiile  tlie  basis  of  ciiculalion,  and  tluit  measures  should 
bt;  adopted  either  to  reduce  its  weiglit,  so  as  to  equalize  its  va- 
lue with  that  of  silver,  or  in  some  other  way  to  place  it  on  a 
footing,  vvlierc  it  will  be  treated  as  coin  instead  of  being  ex- 
ported as  mercliandise." 

Then  follows  an  able  argument  against  imprisonment  for 
debt.  "It  is  no  crime  to  be  poor,"  says  governor  Davis.  But 
we  shall  take  sonie  other  opportunity  to  give  his  reasons  at 
leuglii. 

— ••»►*©  @  fl4<"*    ■ 

BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCY,  &c. 
On  presenting  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  at  New 
Bedford,  Mr.  Webster  took  an  opportunity  to  speak  of  the  late 
prosj>erity  and  present  adversity  of  that  place.  See  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate.  There  are  other  places  quite  as  bad  off 
as  New  Bedford.  The  distress  goes  on  to  accumulate,  and  if 
not  speedily  arrested,  will,  like  an  avalanch,  sweep  away  and 
destroy  all  who  stand  within  the  power  of  a  contracted  currency . 
Those  Who  have  no  debts  to  pay,  and  such  as  live  on  fixed  in- 
comes or  salaries,  are  not  aft'ected,  unless  beneficially,  in  the 
appreciated  value  of  money  and  decreased  price  of  commodities; 
but  all  other  persons  must  meet  and  bear  some  part  of  the  pub- 
lic distress.  Those  who  will  sulTer  the  most  by  it  must  feel  it 
the  last — but  they  will  not  the  less  certainly  feel  it.  We  mean 
those  whose  subsistence  depends  on  their  daily  employment  of 
their  hands — the  working  classes.  We  cannot  detail  all  the 
accounts  received  which  relate  to  this  subject — but  at  Paterson, 
N.  J.  for  an  example,  where  several  of  the  great  manufacturers 
liave  been  compelled  to  shut  down  the  gates  of  their  mills,  from 
a  total  inability  to  pay  their  working  people  without  running 
into  debt,  and  of  making  engagements  which  they  fear  cannot  be 
complied  with — a  great  degree  of  personal  suffering,  through  per- 
sonal privation,  already  prevails.  Wliat  will  be  the  amount  of 
further  distress  in  that  place  before  the  winter  season  has  pass- 
ed.'' Many,  perhaps,  will  depend  on  public  charity  for  food  and 
fuel;  and  the  value  which  would  have  been  created  by  their 
labor,  u'nderother  circumstances,  will  be  lost  forever.  At  many 
great  establishments,  all  the  people  have  been  discharged — at 
others  they  are  put  upon  lialf  work;  and  at  some  their  numbers 
have  been  reduced;  and  at  not  a  few  the  rate  of  wages  has  been 
diminished.  The  latter  would  seem  the  most  eligible  mode,  for 
the  present* — for  as  the  price  of  the  products  of  the/ar>ners  have 
suffered  a  general  fall  of  20  or  25  per  cent,  and  from  the  same 
cause,  (the  scarcity  of  money),  the  working  people  can  better 
bear  a  reduced  rate  of  wages.  But  the  misery  is,  that  many  of 
the  employers  cannot  obtain  the  means  wherewith  to  pay  the 
people.  In  this  case  nothing  remains  to  do  but  to  close  the 
window  slmttersand  lock  the  doors. 

The  following  message  from  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania 
was  sent  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature  on  the  day  of  its  date. 
It  affords  a  strong  evidence  of  the  pressure  that  is  so  much 
gpoken  of;  and  some  of  the  local  banks  of  Pennsylvania  will 
feel  \\\e  forced  loans  that  may  be  demanded  of  them,  in  conse- 
quence; for  certain  of  these,  by  the  condition  of  their  charters, 
are  compelled  to  lend  money  to  the  state,  at  a  low  rate  of  in- 
terest, when  called  upon.  At  this  time  last  year,  they  would 
have  loaned  three  millions  at  5  percent,  and  liave  paid  a  pre- 
mium of  10  or  12  per  cent,  for  the  favor;  but  now  they  will  be 
loath'  to  lend  300,000,  at  par. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
CO mmonwcalth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Gentlemen:  The  Messrs.  S.  &  M.  Allen,  the  holders  of  the 
loan  authorised  by  the  act  of  16th  Feb.  last,  having  failed  to  de- 
posite  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  according  to  a  requi- 
sition made  upon  them,  the  last  monthly  instalment  of  said 
loan,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  general 
assembly,  and  to  request  that  a  temporary  loan,  of  a  sum  not 
less  than  $300,000,  may  be  authorised  to  be  made  forthwith,  to 
satisfy  the  creditors  of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  enable  the 
state  to  meet  its  engagements  with  contractors,  and  oliiers  em- 
ployed in  the  prosecution  of  tlie  public  works;  the  said  sum  to 
be  repaid  out  of  the  residue  of  the  original  loan  above  niention- 
ed,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  realized  under  a  new  contract, 
for  which  proposals  will  be  forthwith  issued. 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

Harrislurs,  January  21,  1834. 

With  rel'erence  to  "the  proceeding  message,  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  25lh  ult.  says — 

The  simple  facts  are  these..  The  Messrs.  Aliens  contracted 
for  a  loan  to  the  state-of  Pennsylvania,  last  year,  for  .'fS, 000, 000 

to  be  paid  in  monthly  instalments.   They  have  p;iid  $2,300,000. 

They  were  to  have  paid  $150,000  on  the  15th  of  January  instant. 
In  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  limes,  they  have  asked 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  delay  of  this  paymentof 
sixty  days — trusting  that  the  crisis  will  th«n  have  passed.  The 
governor,  believing  that  he  had  not  power  to  act  in  the  premises, 
he  made  a  communication  upon  the  subject  to  the  legislature. 
Such,  and  such  only,  are  the  facts.  The  credit  of  the  house  is 
unshaken. 


*J/ sales  can  be  njade  to  obtain  money,  to  pay  even  the  re- 
duced wages! 


In  consequence  of  the  preceding  message,  an  act  to  authorise 
a  loan  was  speedily  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  secretary 
of  tiie  commonwealrh  promptly  "issued  proposals  for  a  new 
loan  to  the  commonwealth,  of  $729,354  44,  the  principal  to  be 
reimbursable  by  the  state,  after  the  first  of  July,  18.38.  Propo- 
sals to  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, until  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  Saturday,  22d  of  February 
next.  Bids  for  this  loan  mii.-t  be  direct  and  explicit;  no  condi- 
tional or  hy()oih('tical  proposal  will  be  considered  or  received. 
Upon  the  acceptance  of  proposals,  the  money  is  to  be  paid  into 
the  slate  treasury,  or  into  some  convenient  chartered  bank  of 
the  state,  to  be  designated  by  the  governor,  in  such  proportions 
and  at  such  limes  as  he  shall  direct,  and  upon  the  delivery  of 
receipts  therefor  from  the  treasurer  or  cashier,  as  the  case  may 
be,  certificates  of  stock  will  be  issued  in  such  amounts  as  may 
be  requested  by  the  lenders." 

It  seems  this  despatch  was  necessary,  for  the  Philadelphia 
United  States  Gazette  says — "We  learn  that  a  note  was  receiv- 
ed by  his  excellency  in  express  from  general  Mitchell,  the  con- 
tractor, that  the  operators  along  the  lines  were  in  open  rebellion. 
The  governor  requested  the  legislature  to  pass  a  law  at  once, 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  contractors,  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.fi  The  bill  was  hurried 
through  both  houses.  This  is  but  the  beginning  of  troubles,' as  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  income  of  the  state  is  solemnly 
pledged  to  the  payment  of  interests  on  loans." 

The  "Lancaster  Democrat"  of  the  25th  ult.  said — "We  un- ■ 
derstand,  that  a  serious  disturbance  has  been  created  by  some 
of  the  workmen  employed  on  the  Gap  section  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania rail  road,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  their  wages,  and  pre- 
venting others  from  work.  A  troop  of  horse  from  this  city, 
have  received  notice  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  repair 
to  the  spot  and  quell  the  riot,  should  the  more  peaceable  means 
resorted  to  fail. 

Whether  these  two  articles  refer  to  the  same  subject,  we  do 
not  know.  The  first  puts  the  cause  of  the  riots  on  the  want  of 
money  to  pay  the  people;  the  second  on  a  resolution,  on  their 
part,  to  obtain  higher  wages.  It  is  certain,  however,  from  the 
message  of  the  governor  and  the  proceedings  had  upon  it,  that 
money  was  swiftly  needed. 

MEETING    AT    PATERSON,    N.    J. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  sincere  and  deep  ap- 
prehension the  existing  state  of  the  country,  which,  in  the 
midst  of  every  natural  facility  for  the  enjoyment  of  universal 
and  uninterrupted  prosperity,  has  been  suddenly  thrown  into 
an  unexpected  and  unexampled  condition  of  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment in  all  its  business  arrangements;  whereby  confi- 
dence is  destroyed — commercial  and  manufacturing  operations 
are  interrupted — sources  of  employment  checked — and  a  gene- 
ral derangement  of  the  currency,  and  depreciation  of  the  re- 
ward of  labor  threatened. 

Resolved,  That  these  difficulties  can  be  assigned  to  no  ot'her 
cause,  than  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  United 
States  bank. 

AT   NEWARK,    N.   J. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  go- 
vernment from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  a  violation 
of  the  faith  of  the  government  pledged  to  the  bank,  and  was 
uncalled  for  by  any  considerations  of  public  interest  or  conve- 
nience. 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  late  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury by  the  president,  because  he  honestly  differed  in  opinion 
with  that  officer  in  relation  lo  the  discharge  of  his  own  pecu- 
liar and  official  duties,  confided  solely  to  him  by  congress,  was 
an  abuse  of  power,  a  violation  of  the  private  rights  of  the  secre- 
tary, and  merits  the  unqualified  rebuke  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  power  assumed  by  the  president  through 
his  "subordinates"  to  control  and  manage  the  whole  treasury 
of  the  country,  as  he  shall  see  fit,  is  unauthorised  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  country,  is  a  usurpation  of  the  power 
delegated  to  congress  by  the  constitution;  tending  directly  to 
the  establishment  of  one  great  central  despotism,  and  is  destruc- 
tive to  the  liberties  and  free  institutions  of  the  country. 

At  these  meetings,  and  others  held  in  New  Jersey,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  legislature,  in  respect  to  the  bank,  were  warm- 
ly disapproved. 

MEETING   AT   PITTSBURGH,    PA. 

At  a  large  meeting  held  on  the  2Qih  January,  Thoin as  Fair- 
man,  in  the  chair,  the  following,  among  other  resolutions,  were 
adopted — 

Resolved,  That  a  very  great  pressure  exists  at  this  time  in 
the  money  market  of  our  country,  and  that  its  inevitable  ten- 
dency is  to  cripple  and  destroy  our  mercantile  and  raauufactur- 
ins  business,  unless  the  evil  is  speedily  remedied. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  an  unwarrantable  stretch  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  direct  violation  of  the  contract  made 
Willi  tiift  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  when  she  was  chartered— 
that  it  is  sanctioned  by  no  law,  and  justified,  by  his  own  show- 
ing, bv  no  public  necessity. 

Resolved,  That  the  effects  of  that  removal  has  been  to  create 
the  severe  pressure  already  adverted  to,  which  now  operates 
on  all  classes  of  the  comniunity,  and  threatens  to  paralyze  all 
the  active  industry  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  deprecate  the  measure  as  fraught  with  in- 
jury to  the  currency  of  the  country,  as  the  mother  of  a  horde  of 
state  banks,  subject  to  no  control,  and  that  we  can  but  antici- 
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pate  a  renewal  of  the  dismal  sceiu  s  of  181?  to  1820,  when  all 
credit  was  destroyed,  business  stopped,  our  men  of  industry 
and  enterprize  ruined,  and  half  the  real  estate  in  the  commu 
nity  sold  at  sheriff's  sales. 

Resolved,  That  we  attribute  the  pressure  solely  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  as  we  know  no  other  cause  that  has  im- 
paired public  confidence  in  the  ability  of  our  moneyed  institu- 
tions, and  has  produced  this  great  change  in  four  short  months, 
from  a  state  of  great  prosperity  to  one  of  great  distress;  and  that 
our  representatives  and  senators  ia  congress  be  requested,  as 
the  best  means  pf  averting  the  continuance  of  the  evil,  that  we 
now  suffer,  to  vote  to  have  all  future  deposites  made  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

VIRGINIA   RESOLtJTIONS. 

The  resolutions,  on  the  deposites,  as  they  passed  the  house  of 
delegates: 

Whereas,  It  is  deemed  essential  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  that  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  to  appropriate  money, 
and  to  control  the  public  revenue,  should  be  made  to  abide,  in 
practice,  where  alone  it  has  been  confided  by  our  constitution, 
in  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people;  and  whereas  all 
experience  of  the  actual  operations  of  governments,  demon- 
strates, that  the  assumption  and  exercise  by  them  of  unauthor- 
ised powers,  become  precedents,  if  silently  acquiesced  in,  for 
progressive  and  still  greater  encroachments: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  recent  act  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  exerting  a  control  over  the  federal  revenue, 
by  causing  the  same  to  be  removed,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
from  the  United  States  bank,  where  it  had  been  deposited  un- 
der authority  of  an  act  of  congress,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  ge- 
neral assembly,  an  unauthorised  assumption,  and  dangerous 
exercise  of  executive  power. 

Resolved,  That  while  this  general  assembly  will  ever  sustain 
the  president  of  the  United  States  in  the  exercise  of  such  pow- 
ers as  the  constitution  has  clearly  conlided  to  him,  it  neverthe- 
less contemplates  with  anxiety  and  dismay  the  disposition 
evinced  of  late  to  extend  those  powers  beyond  the  proper  limi- 
tations of  that  instrument;  a  disposition  clearly  evinced  in  the 
recent  subjugation  of  the  treasury  department  of  the  federal 
government  to  executive  control,  in  the  exercise  of  an  import- 
ant discretion,  for  which  it  was  made  solely  responsible  to 
congress. 

Deploring,  as  this  general  assembly  does,  that  interference  as 
illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  firmly  persuaded  that  no  na- 
tion can  long  maintain  its  freedom,  which  surrenders  to,  or 
permits  to  be  grasped  by,  the  same  hand,  a  power  over  the 
purse  and  the  sword. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  represen- 
tatives be  requested,  to  adopt  prompt  and  efficient  measures  to 
vindicate  the  constitution,  and  to  redress  the  evils  occasioned 
by  the  late  unauthorised  assumption  of  power  by  the  president, 
over  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  cannot  sanc- 
tion the  power  which  has  been  claimed  by  congress  to  establish 
a  United  States  bank,  the  power  not  being  given  to  congress  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  as  has  been  frequently 
and  solemnly  decided  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  does  not  intend,  by  the 
declaration  of  its  opinion  in  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of 
Uie  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  qualify,  or  in  any  manner  to 
impair  the  force  of  its  disapprobation  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the 
senaiofa  and  representatives  of  Virginia,  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  Slates. 

These  resolutions  being  taken  separately  werQ  passed  by  dif- 
ferent majorities:  the  first,  for  instance,  93  to  32.  The  vote  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  was  a  close  one.  That  on 
the  adoption  of  the  series  of  resolutions  we  have  not  seen.  It 
was  a  large  one,  though  restrained  by  the  passage  of  that  reso- 
lution which  refers  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank. 

MEETING    AT    CHARLESTON.    S.    C. 

A  large  meeting  of  the  people  was  held  at  Charleston,  "with- 
out reference  to  politics  or  party" — tiie  intendant,  col.  iVor/4, 
in  the  chair,  at  which  the  following  resolutions  among  others, 
were  passed — 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  composing  this  meeting,  having 
aBsembled  without  reference  to  politics  or  party,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  what  thoy  cotisi- 
4er  to  be  an  arbitrary  and  unlawful  act  of  the  executive  of  the 
union  towards  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  institution 
haa  a  perfect  right  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  its  chartered  pri- 
vileges and  immunities,  deem  it  proper  in  the  outset  to  protest 
against  the  introduction  at  this  meeting  of  any  motion  or  reso- 
lution having  reference  to  the  question  of  the  future  rcMiewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  State!=,  or  of  the  con- 
fititutionality  or  unoonstilntionality  of  that  ins-litiilion,  reserving 
to  themselves,  as  they  expressly  do,  now  and  hereafter,  their 
full  right  to  maintain  wliatever  opinions  on  that  suiiject  they 
may  at  the  present  or  any  future  day  choose  to  profess. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  and  opinion  of  tiie  cilizpns  of  Charles- 
ton, now  assembled,  that  the  removal  of  the  rtrpnritrf!  of  the 
public  money,  from  the  custody  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  without  strong  and  snfRcient  reasons,  is  a  gross  violation 
of  Ihot'c  rights  and  piiviU-gos,  which  werf;  pledged  to  the  insti- 
tution, by  (ho  act  of  incor()orntion,  and  n  depiirture  fiouj  the 
flighted  fo  ilk  of  the  ivkole  people  of  the  UnUed  States. 


Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  has  thus  far  performed  all  its  incumbent  duties 
to  the  government  and  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  and  Ihat, 
at  this  day,  there  is  no  banking  institution  in  the  woild,  entitled 
to  a  greater  share  of  public  faith  and  confidence  as  a  banking 
institution,  a  fact  as  well  ascertained  and  established,  by  all 
the  commercial  nations,  with  whom  we  have  any  intercourse, 
as  by  ourselves. 

Resolved,  That  the  usurpation  of  the  control  of  the  whole 
money  power  of  the  confederacy  is  an  assumption,  on  the  part 
of  the  president,  of  a  responsibility  never  entrusted  to  the  exe- 
cutive by  the  constilulion,  and  which  a  president  cannot  re- 
tain consistently  with  the  safety  of  our  liberties. 

Resolved,  That  the  arbitrary  and  unjustifiable  removal  of  th« 
deposites  has  produced  and  is  producing  distress  and  embar- 
rassment in  every  department  of  industry  throughout  the  union; 
and  that,  if  owing  to  the  refusal  of  our  local  banks,  to  receive 
the  transfers  of  the  deposites  from  their  rightful  place  in  this 
city,  the  immediate  pressure  is  here  averted,  yet  the  price  of 
staple  productions,  and  the  prosperity  of  every  branch  of  busi- 
ness must  necessarily  be  injuriously  affected  by  liie  derange- 
ment of  the  currency,  and  a  blow  inflicted  upon  the  commer- 
cial confidence  and  credit  of  the  country. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  congress  forthwith 
to  interpose,  and  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil,  by  rescuing  from 
usurpation  their  own  legitimate  autiiority,  and  redeeming  the 
violated  public  faith,  by  compelling  <Acir  agent  in  the  treasury 
department,  to  obey  the  laws  and  abide  by  the  contract  of  the 
people,  in  causing  the  public  moneys,  hereafter  collected,  to  be 
placed  as  heretofore  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

IN  HILLSBOROUGH    DISTRICT,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Resolved,  That  the  bold,  independent  and  patriotic  course 
pursued  by  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  re- 
moving the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  merits 
the  unqualified  approbation  and  gratitude  of  every  friend  to  li- 
berty and  free  institutions,  and  while  his  name  will  emblazon 
the  page  of  his  country's  history  with  the  brilliancy  of  "7'opaar,'* 
that  of  his  predecessor  will  leave  a  Mot  upon  the  sheet  as  black 
as  ''Ebony." 

Resolved,  That  our  delegation  in  congress  be  requested  to  use 
their  united  infiuence  in  sustaining  the  cause  of  the  people 
against  the  corrupt  monopoly  which  has  waged  an  exterminat- 
ing war  against  their  dearest  rights  and  privileges. 

IN    FARQDIER    COUNTY,   VIRGINIA. 

A  general  meeting,  major  Thomas  Turner  in  the  chair,  the 
following,  among  olher  resolutions  were  passed — 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinions,  the  late  act  of  the  president, 
in  removing  the  public  revenue  from  the  bank  of  the  Unitea 
Stales,  was  illegal  and  unwise,  and  its  tendencies  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  the  community.  It  is  illegal,  because 
assumed  by  an  officer  to  whom  the  laws  gave  no  such  power, 
and,  by  the  strongest  implication,  forbid  its  exercise.  It  is  un- 
wise, as  committing  the  public  money  to  state  banks,  who  owe 
no  responsibility  to  congress,  and  of  whose  solvency  they  have 
no  assurance,  and  because  we  have  ample  experience  that  they 
can  furnish  no  safe  and  sufficient  currency  for  the  country;  and 
the  tendency  of  the  tueasure  has  been  to  produce  alarm  and 
agitation  in  the  commercial  community,  which,  if  not  speedily 
allayed,  must  at  least  depreciate,  if  not  render  of  litile  value, 
all  the  productions  of  our  industry,  and  every  species  of  pro- 
perty which  we  possess. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  notwithstanding  official 
forms,  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  the  act  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates;  that  we  believe  so  for  the  best  and 
simplest  reason,  because  he  avowed  it,  declared  it  to  be  his  own 
act,  and  assumed  on  his  oivn  responsibility,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  not  in  office;  that,  if 
it  were  necessary  to  seek  for  any  further  reasons  for  the  belief, 
one  satisfactory  to  us  would  be  found,  in  our  conviction,  that 
no  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  his  own  responsibility,  would 
have  ventured  on  this  measure,  in  the  face  of  the  very  decided 
vole  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  on  the  subject,  at  th« 
last  session  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That,  viewing  the  said  measure  to  be  the  act  of  the 
president,  we  see  in  it  the  clear  usurpation  of  power  not  ve.'^led 
in  him  by  the  laws  or  the  constilulion,  the  more  dangerous 
from  the  subject  matter  of  the  measure,  and  from  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  officer  who  cotnmits  it,  .".nd  that  our  du- 
ties and  our  hopes,  as  freemen,  impel  us  to  express  our  decided 
disapprobation  of  the  act. 

[We  have  .accounts  of  many  other  meetings  in  Virginia  and 
elsewhere,  in  favor  of  a  return  of  the  deposites,  and  some  in 
Pennsylvania  ajtainst  a  return,  and  against  the  bank.  But  a 
sufficiency  has  l)ftf^n  given  to  show  the  spirit  of  such  transac- 
tions, and  hereafter,  in  general,  we  shall  do  no  more  than  men- 
tion th«  names  of  places,  Stc] 

THE    STATE    OF   THE    CASE. 

[From  the  N.   Y.  Daily  Advertiser.] 
The  existence  of  the  moneyed  pressure  can  be  made  apparent 
hy  many  facts. 

1.  The  offerings  at  the  New  York  banks  are  three  times,  and 
ft-n(|uenlly  four  times,  more  than  they  can  diironnt. 

2.  Commission  merchants  and  auctioneers  who  have  alwaya 
been  ready  to  receive  goods  for  sale,  and  issue  their  notes  for  a 
part,  in  anticipatinn  of  the  proceed*,  are  now  reluctant,  or  thfy 
refuse  to  continue  a  bu>iines«  which  they  have  heretofore  sought, 
and  il  ii?  di.*ficn!t  to  obtain  advances  on  consignments. 
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3.  Notes  of  merchants  whose  credit  is  not  doubted,  cannot 
now  be  cashed  without  paying  double  or  treble  interest  for  the 
money. 

4.  Exchange  on  England  and  France  is  sold  for  cash,  two  to 
three  per  cent,  lower  than  it  will  bring  in  good  notes  having  60 
days  to  run. 

5.  The  difference  between  the  time  price,  and  cash  price  of 
stocks  and  merchandise,  is  in  the  same  proportion. 

6.  The  prices  of  stocks  of  every  description  have  beem  ma- 
terially reduced;  the  most  approved  and  solid  stocks  have  fallen 
from  6  to  8  per  cent,  and  stock  of  valuable  rail  roads,  and  of 
firm  though  distant  banks,  which  possess  the  public  confidence, 
have  depreciated  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  in  three  months,  and 
in  some  cases  even  more.  The  latter  stocks  are  generally  in 
more  speculating  hands,  and  being  more  sensitive  to  the  rise 
and  fall  of  money,  show  its  variations  with  more  readiness  and 
accuracy,  than  those  stocks  which  have  found  permanent  in- 
vestments in  the  hands  of  trustees,  executors,  &c.  and  which 
are  less  frequently  offered  for  sale. 

The  correctness  of  these  facts  will  be  proved  by  a  table  made 
out  from  the  sales  of  stocks  and  foreign  exchange,  and  from 
other  information  which  may  be  relied  on;  the  periods  selected 
for  the  comparison  are  the  28tli  September  last,  which  was  a 
few  days  before  the  deposites  were  removed,  and  the  17th  of 
the  present  month. 

Sept.  28,  1833 
Exchange  on  England,  prem.  7^ 

Merchants  notes  from  3  to  6  months, 

to  run — interest  per  annum. 
Do.  short  notes— one  month  or  less, 

Banks. 
New  Orleans  canal, 
Do.  city, 

TDo.  Commercial,  price  16th  Dec. 
J  Do.  Mecli's  &  Traders,     do. 
jThesedonot  appear  on  the  stock 
'     books  at  the  earlier  period. 
Delaware  &  Hudson  canal  &  bank, 

Rail  roads. 
Mohawk, 
Saratoga, 
Boston  and  Providence, 

Deposite  banks. 
Manhattan, 
Mechanics, 
Bank  of  America, 
New  York,* 

The  comparative  prices  of  stock  show  the  difference  in  the 
value  of  money  between  the  two  poriods,  as  the  stocks  quoted 
are,  with  but  little  exception,  as  much  confided  in,  now  as  they 
were  on  the  28ih  September.  The  increased  interest  on  mer- 
chants notes  shows  the  difference  more  strikingly;  an  undoubt- 
ed note  was  no  better  at  the  first  than  at  the  last  period;  it  is  not 
therefore  owing  to  a  depreciation  in  the  properly.  Can  Mr. 
Wilkins,  Mr.  Shepley,  Mr.  Polk  or  Mr.  Cambreleng,  persevere 
in  maintaining  that  the  scarcity  of  money  is  artificial,  that  it  is 
a  cry  got  up  by  the  bank  for  political  purposes,  that  there  is 
money  enough,  that  people  are  dreaming  when  they  talk  about 
a  moneyed  pressure.  Verily — if  the  scarcity  is  artihcial,  its  ef- 
fects are  real,  deplorably  real. 

MISCELLANEOOS. 

A  great  subscription  has  been  made  at  Nashville  to  the 
Planters  Bank  of  Tennessee — a  new  establishment. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
says — It  is  a  melancholy  day  in  Wall  street,  and  indeed  through- 
out the  commercial  part  of  the  city.  We  have  never  seen  so 
deep  a  cloud  of  gloom  hanging  over  the  exchange.  Stocks  have 
fluctuated  during  the  week,  but  have  on  the  whole  declined, 
until  to-day,  when  the  fall  has  been  heavy  and  general.  The 
United  States  bank  stands  with  the  most  steadiness.  The  best 
paper  in  this  city,  is  selling  at  from  1^  to  3  per  cent,  a  month 
diaconnt.  The  diflicijlty  of  negotiating  bills  on  the  south  and 
west — the  withdrawal  of  orders  for  goods — with  the  continued 
and  increasing  want  of  confidence — all  contribute  to  increase 
the  difiiculty  under  which  our  merchants  are  laboring. 

Cyrus  Ellis  gives  notice  in  the  New  Bedford  Gazette  that  he 
has  euispended  payment,  but  informs  his  creditors  that  their 
bills  shall  be  duly  honored  as  soon  as  the  public  deposites  are 
restored  to  the  United  States  bank. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  has  lately 
extended  its  discounts  far  beyond  the  amount  of  its  receipts,  to 
relieve  the  public  distress. 

The  Chemical  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  which  an 
extraordinary  proportion  of  small  accounts  are  kept,  was  lately 
"run"  upon,  from  some  unfounded  cause;  but  the  office  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  came  forward  and  stopped  the  "run," 
by  a  loan  of  100,000  dollars. 

There  are  large  sendings  out  of  notes  of  the  hanks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  the  west  and  the  south — where  they  are 
promptly  sold,  as  other  merchandise. 

In  the  Alabama  house  of  representativep,  December  20th,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  34  to  30: 

*Thc  earnings  of  these  permanent  hanks  from  the  2Slh  Sep- 
tember to  the  I7ih  January,  may  have  been  about  2  per  cent, 
which  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  statement. 


Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  drafting  a  memorial  to  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  praying  the  recliarter  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  under  such  modifications  and  restrictions  as  may  com- 
port with  the  interest  and  necessities  of  the  country. 

Banks  in  Maine.  An  abstract  of  the  returns  made  to  the 
ofiice  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  June  last,  by  twenty-three 
of  the  incorporated  banks  in  this  state,  has  been  published. 
The  other  seven,  being  new  banks,  made  no  returns.  We  an- 
nex the  totals. 

Capital  stock. 

Bills  in  circulation, 

Nett  profits  on  hand,  ,  -  « 

Balances  due  other  banks. 

Cash  deposited — on  interest  and  not  on  interst. 

Total  amowit  due  from  the  hankSf 

Specie  in  banking  houses, 

Real  estate. 

Bills  of  other  banks  in  the  state, 

"  "  out  of  the  state 

Balances  due  from  other  banks. 


^2,440,000  00 
1,158,350  OO 
60,869  20 
117,588  47 
550,895  39 

$4,327,703  06 

$137,036  19 

74,382  86 

71,058  96 

34,699  00 

278,361  99 


All  debts  due  except  balances  from  other  banks,  3,732,583  68 


Total  amount  of  resources  of  the  banks,  $4,328,120  68 

Amount  of  last  dividends  of  the  several  banks,  77,025  00 

"  reserved   profits  at  declaring  last  di- 

vidend, 25,651  37 

"  debts  considered  doubtful,  19,975  93 

From  the  Globe  of  January  23.  "The  fine  prices  which  the 
opening  of  tlie  season  promised,  in  the  fall,  have  suddenly  sunk, 
in  Illinois,  for  example,  the  wheat  is  at  twenty-five  cents  a 
bushel,  and  so  of  other  produce  throughout  the  west." 

"It  must  be  recollected  that  western  and  south  western  pro- 
duce, begins  to  arrive  at  New  Orleans,  in  quantity,  in  the 
month  of  December,  and  continues  to  increase  and  accumulate 
during  January,  February  and  March,  after  which  it  declines 
till  June.  The  (our  first  named  months,  then,  are  precisely  the 
times  that  money  is  wanted  in  New  Orleans." 

"The  money  market  at  New  Orleans  is  agonized  and  de- 
pressed, all  produce  going  there  for  sale,  feels  the  effect  of  the 
depression,  and  sinks  in  price.  Cotton  was  down  to  12  er  14 
cents;  every  thing  else  in  proportion." 

"No  bills  to  be  bought,  or  sold,  between  New  Orleans  and  the 
cities  of  the  states  with  which  she  trades;  no  facilities  for  get- 
ting money  between  the  west  and  its  emporium." 

It  is  said  that  the  two  banks  at  Boston,  in  which  the  govern- 
ment deposites  have  been  placed,  have  called  in  the  loans  which 
they  extended  to  other  banks  in  the  city,  in  consequence  of  the 
investigation  proposed  in  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  in 
regard  to  the  former.  The  amount  of  the  loan  is  not  ascertain- 
ed, but  the  Boston  Ceutinel  adds: — "It  is  certainly  very  unfor- 
tunate that  these  deposites  were  ever  removed  from  the  United 
Stales  bank,  in  whose  custody  alone  they  could  be  available." 

The  Union  bank  of  Maryland  has  asked  leave  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  extend  its  capital  to  the  original  amount  of  three  mil- 
lions. 

The  memorial  states  that  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
bank  was  compelled,  in  the  year  1821,  to  seek  a  reduction  of 
the  amount  of  the  shares  of  its  capital  stock,  have  since  ceas- 
ed to  exist.  The  memorialists  now  solicit  the  passage  of  a  law 
by  which  the  full  and  half  shares  may  be  raised  to  the  amount 
at  which  they  stood  before  their  reduction — power  to  be  given 
to  the  board  of  directors,  at  their  option,  after  twelve  months 
from  the  passage  of  the  law,  (during  which  term  the  stock- 
holders shall  be  permitted  to  pay  up  llieir  reppective  shares  if 
they  desire  to  do  so),  to  create  and  dispose  of  stock  to  an 
amount  which,  together  with  the  stock  reserved  for  the  state, 
shall  restore  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance." 

In  his  speech  delivered  in  congress  on  the  23d  ult.  Mr.  Hun' 
tingdon,  of  Connecticut,  observed — 

"He  doubted  whether  even  the  sound  banks  in  the  city  of  N. 
York  would  afford  any  facilities  to  exchange.  Suppose  tlios-e 
banks  authorise  draughts  upon  them  from  the  western  towns, 
who  is  to  buy  them.'  Not  the  local  western  banks.  But  the 
branches  of  the  United  Slates  bank  pnrcha!=ed  draughts  to  im- 
mense amount  in  those  places,  upon  New  York.  Fifty  millionsi 
in  specie  would  not  give  to  the  western  states  the  facilities  of 
exchange  with  the  north  which  are  afforded  to  them  by  the  U. 
States  bank." 

The  "Globe"  with  reference  to  "a  compromise"  about  the 
bank  which  has  been  spoken  of,  says — 

"If  the  nullifyers  are  to  be  trusted,  they  cannot  be  counted  in 
favor  of  any  national  bank  scheme  that  Air.  Webster  n)ay  pro- 
pose. And  with  some  twenty  or  tiiirty,  from  this  quarter  of  the 
house,  and  the  Jackson  inajnrity  ph-djied  against  the  whole  .sys- 
tem, there  would  be  tro-lldrds  against  the  new  broached  pro- 
position, whatever  form  it  may  lake;  and  the  American  people 
are  now  perfectly  aware,  ihai  it  would  require  a  majority  of 
two  thirds  the  oilier  way  to  carry  it. 

No  national  bank  can  be  drvi«cd,  which  will  .euit  the  ncnprd- 
duHns  tlasees,  o(  the  land,  who  vvisli  to  contrive  a  machine  to 
work  lip  the  great  mas?  of  the  people  for  th«ir  use;  and  which 
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will,  at  the  same  time,  so  operate,  as  to  be  acceptable  to  those 
who  are  to  be  converted  into  a  sort  of  material.  Nor  will  any 
national  bank  suit  those  political  aspirants,  who  wisli  to  con- 
solidate the  powers  of  the  state  governmenis  under  a  central 
power,  put  in  motion  by  themselves;  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
port Willi  the  views  of  those  patriotic  statesmen,  who  would 
preserve  our  institutions,  from  any  extraneous  and  dangerous 
influence  unknown  to  the  constitution." 

A  gentleman  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  a  letter 
to  a  member  of  congress,  says — 

"It  would  require  you  to  be  amongst  your  constituents,  to  re- 
alize the  distress,  alarm  and  ferment,  which  is  every  where 
growing  up  from  the  removal  of  the  deposited.  The  markets, 
wliicli  lay  hold  of  the  farmers'  pockets,  are  tumbling  rapidly 
down.  Qats,  last  week,  fell  from  33  cents  down  to  2b;  to-day, 
more  than  25  cents  could  not  be  gotten,  and  was  very  languid 
at  that.  Corn,  rye  and  wheat,  are  rapidly  following.  Every 
farmer  will  lose  not  less  than  30  cents  a  bushel  on  his  wheat, 
and  probably  more,  by  this  most  unfortunate  policy-  The  dis- 
tillers are  forced  to  continue,  to  preserve  their  stock,  otherwise 
there  would  be  a  general  stoppage.  The  consequence  is,  they 
buy  as  little  as  possible.  No  demiind;  every  body  wanting  to 
Bell  and  all  afraid  to  purchase.  The  high  state  of  prosperity 
which  it  has  destroyed  will  make  its  ruin  much  greater,  and 
much  more  deeply  and  more  widely  spread,  than  in  the  last 
period  of  distress  in  1816.  Tlie  farmer,  the  storekeeper,  the 
manufacturer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  laborer,  feel  the  same 
pressure.  All  eyes  are  fixed  on  congress.  The  two  houses, 
acting  successfully  by  a  majority,  would  }>lace  the  executive  in 
such  a  state,  that  he  would  not  persevere;  or  if  he  attempted  it, 
the  people  would,  in  a  very  little  time,  fotce  their  representa- 
tives to  overrule  him  by  two-thirds.  It  is  not  party,  but  the 
people,  who  are  awakening  to  a  feeling  sense  ot  their  wrong; 
and  all  experience  tells  us,  that  when  both  parties  are  ground 
to  the  dust,  they  will  unite  in  defence  of  their  country.  Ttiis 
must  take  place  speedily,  or  there  will  be  no  common  good  left 
for  them  to  protect. 

The  United  States  Gazette  says — Some  time  since,  we  stated, 
and  we  did  it  with  pleasure,  that  only  one  tenant  of  the  Girard 
estate  in  this  city  was  in  arrears;  the  last  weekly  report  of 
the  agent  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  made  last  Saturday, 
stated  that  THIRTY-THREE  tenants  were  in  arrears  for  the  last 
quarter,  and  several  for  the  previous  quarter;  and  such  is  the 
pressure  of  the  titnes,  that  many  of  these  tenants  profess  them- 
selves unable  to  state  any  time  in  which  they  hope  to  be  able  to 
meet  their  deficiencies. 

From  the  Portland  Daily  Advertiser.  We  learn  tliat  instruc- 
tions have  been  received  from  Washington  by  the  legislators  of 
Maine,  to  pass  resolutions  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. 

Froifl  the  Sosion  Courier  of  Jan.  20.  Saturday  was  the  most 
tempestuous  day  on  'change  that  v.'e  have  yet  had.  The  gloom 
was  absolutely  frightful.  'J'he  intelligence  of  a  large  failure  at 
Gloucester,  involving  the  connexions  of  the  firm  in  this  city  to 
a  large  amount,  was  received  on  Friday  evening,  and  followed 
up,  on  Saturday  morning,  by  the  failure  of  an  old  established 
house  in  Boston.  Where  is  tiiis  to  end,  but  in  general  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin?  If  merchants  vviih  their  notes  and  draughts 
to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thousands  cannot  sustain  them- 
selves in  the  absence  of  bank  accommodations,  and  against 
the  demands  of  the  rich  capitalists  operating  through  the  brok- 
ers, how  is  it  to  be  expected  that  men  of  less  extended  means 
can  carry  on  their  business.''  Truly  we  see  no  reason  to  anti- 
cipate any  thing  but  a  general  closing  up  of  all  business  at  once. 
The  laboring  classes  have  not  yet  fell  the  pressure  to  a  degree 
approaching  to  altsolule  distress;  but  they  must  not  expect  to 
escape.  By  the  laboring  classes  we  mean  all  those  who  are 
not  carrying  on  business  on  their  own  account — agents,  clerks, 
journeymen,  &c.  One  of  the  most  extensive  woollen  manu- 
facturers in  the  vicinity,  has  discharged,  within  a  few  weeks, 
seventy-five  of  the  persons  to  whom,  tor  several  years,  he  has 
given  constant  and  profitable  employment;  and  reduced  the 
quantity  of  wool  wrought  up  at  his  factory  from  six  hundred 
pounds  a  day  to  one  liundred  and  fifty.  We  know  also  that 
others  are  making  arrangements  to  stop  their  works  entirely. 

A  writer  in  the  Charleston  Mercury  says — "The  reason  why 
the  branch  here  of  the  United  States  bank  has  increased  its 
discounts,  in  tlielast  month,  upwards  of  ,"^'70.000,  is,  that  the 
president  could  not  transfer  the  depositvs  here — none  of  our 
state  banks  would  accept  thom — and  December  being  one  of 
the  montiis  of  the  greatest  business,  the  Unit("d  States  bank  has 
extended  its  discounts  to   meet  the  wants  of  our  merchants." 

James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delavvare,  is  the  only  director  of  ihc 
bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the  government,  which 
the  senate  has  yet  approved.  It  is  thought  Mr.  B.  will  decline 
the  appointment. 

A  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Pennsylvanian  has  the 
following  delicate  allusion  — 

"The  cashier  of  the  United  States  bank  has  been  here  for 
some  days  past.  There  are  rumors  afloat  of  lar^c  bills  of  that 
bank  hcingin  circulation  here.  Its  agents,  whether  duly  appointed 
and  paid  or  not,  arc  here  in  plenty,  and  exceedingly  busy;  and 
thoy  fiiccccd  each  oiiier  every  day  or  two  liku  Foldiers  at  a 
centry  box— all  telling  the  eamc  story,  when  they  speak,  and 
alike  active." 


The  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  after  observing  that  "Satur- 
day was  a  fearful  day  for  all  who  had  payments  to  make  or 
wages  to  receive,"  says  that  four  clothing  establishments  in  that 
city  has  discharged,  in  a  few  days,  nearly  one  thousand  per- 
sons. Saturday  is  a  "fearful  day"  to  the  poor  working  people, 
because  so  often  the  last  of  their  employment. 

[There  have  been  large  meetings  of  mechanics  and  artists  in 
'New  York,  praying  for  a  return  of  the  deposites,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  bank,  or  a   bank  of  the  United  States.    The 
clerks  of  the  city,  as  a  body,  have  also  memorialized  congress. 
The  builders  have  likewise  petitioned,  and  so   have  those  con- 
nected  with    the  arts  of  printing  and   publishing,   &c.      The 
piinting  business,  unless  as  connected  with  the  periodical  press,  • 
has  already  sufiered  a  severe  depression.] 
— ■->*©  @  ©«♦.— 
BALTIMORE  MEMORIAL. 

The  following  memorial  was  presented  for  signatures,  at  the 
exchange,  on  Monday  last. 

TO    THE     SENATE     AND     HOUSE     OF     REPRESENTATIVES     OF     THB 
UNITED    STATES,    IN    COKGRESS    ASSEMBLED: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants,  traders,  manufactu- 
rers, mechanics  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Respectfully  represents — 

That  although,  in  common  with  the  other  commercial  cities 
of  the  union,  Baltimore  in  all  the  branches  of  her  trade  and  in- 
dustry, has  very  sensibly  felt  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments which  have  arisen  from  the  sudden  and  unexpected  de- 
rangement of  the  currency  of  the  country,  your  memorialisis 
have  nevertheless  forborne  to  unite  in  any  public  expression  of 
their  sentiments,  in  the  trust  that  the  wisdom  of  congress,  dis- 
cerning the  existing  evil,  would  in  due  season  apply  an  ade- 
quate remedy.  But  the  daily  increasing  pressure,  upon  all 
classes  of  the  community,  has  at  lengtli  produced  so  great  a 
degree  of  actual  suffering  and  fearful  foreboding,  as  to  impel 
your  memorialists  to  delay  no  longer  that  appeal,  which  the  oc- 
casion demands,  and  the  free  institutions  of  their  country  enti- 
tle them  to  make. 

If  any  of  our  commercial  cities  could  have  escaped  the 
storm,  which  is  now  s[)reading  dismay  and  desolation  over  the 
whole  land,  Baltimore  might  well  have  hoped  for  such  an  ex- 
emption. At  no  period  in  the  history  of  this  city,  was  its  con- 
dition more  prosperous,  or  its  prospects  more  encouraging.  Its 
commercial  operations,  prudently  regulated,  were  confined 
within  the  limits  of  its  capital  and  credit;  but  these  were  abun- 
dantly sufiicient  for  the  purposes  of  an  active  and  extensive 
trade.  All  the  various  occupations  depending  upon  commerce 
—every  pursuit  of  industry— every  interest  of  its  busy  popula- 
tion, shared  in  a  general  welfare.  The"  state  of  Maryland 
could  not  fail  to  partake  of  this  prosperity  of  her  commercial 
metropohs.  Her  agricultural  products  found  at  Baltimore,  a 
ready  and  profitable  market— her  numerous  and  extensive  ma- 
nnfactures  flourished— and  the  great  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  which  she  has  been  so  proudly  distinguished, 
were  steadily  advancing  to  their  completion. 

But  this  scene  of  prosperous  enterprise  and  thriving  industry 
is  fast  passing  away.  Distrust  and  apprehension  have  suddenly 
seized  upon  the  moneyed  institutions,  as  well  as  the  private  ca- 
pitalists of  our  city;  a  great  shock  has  been  given  to  confidence 
between  man  and  man — loans  are  called  in — discounts  reduced 
— capital  is  hoarded — while  credit  is  forced  to  sustain  itself,  by 
yielding  to  usurious  exactions.  The  con.*equciices  of  this  ge- 
neral panic,  begin  to  be  already  felt.  Commercial  enterprise  is 
dispirited— industry  is  depressed — property  of  all  kinds,  is  ra- 
pidly depreciating — the  wages  of  labor  are  declining — our  pub- 
lic works  are  languishing  for  means — our  manufactories  are 
contracting  their  operations;  and,  the  great  staples  of  the  state 
are  daily  falling  in  value. 

Such  is  owr  condition,  and  such  our  prospects;  and  we  can 
therefore  well  believe  that  the  fearful  statements  of  distress  and 
embarrassments,  which  from  day  to  day,  pour  in  upon  us,  from 
almost  every  section  of  the  country,  are  neither  fictitious  nor 
exaggerated. 

It  is  impossible  for  your  memorialists  to  ascribe  this  disas- 
trous change  to  any  other  cause,  than  the  unhappy  controver.^y 
which  exists,  between  the  treasury,  and  the  bank  of  the  United. 
States.  Of  the  origin  and  character  of  that  controversy,  differ- 
ent opinions  prevail.  But  the  measure  to  which  it  has  led,  the 
removal  of  the  jiuhlic  deposites,  all  must  believe,  has  alone  pro- 
duced the  evils  which  are  now  pressinu  so  heavily  upon  the 
country.  By  that  one  step,  public  confidence  has  been  fatally 
alarmed;  suspicion  and  fear  are  every  where  excited;  and  the 
whole  system  of  currency  and  credit  is  shaken  and  disordered. 
If  such  be  the  cause,  there  can  be  but,  one  remedy;  and  that 
your  memorialists  most  respectfully  suggest  may  be  found  in  an 
immediate  return,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  the  rela- 
tions which  so  long,  and  so  happily  subsisted  between  it,  and 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  In  the  position  she  is  now  com- 
t)ellod  to  occupy,  and  which,  with  a  prudent  regard  to  her  duty 
and  interest  she  must  otherwise  continu<!  to  occupy,  it  is  vain 
to  expect  any  mitigation  of  the  public  distress;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  well  grounded  fear  in  the  minds  of  your  memorial- 
ists, that  the  evil  will  increase,  while  its  cause  continues,  until 
at  length,  all  remedy  will  be  utterly  hopeless. 

With  this  conviction,  and  under  a  painful  ."cnse  of  what,  in 
common  with  their  fellow  countrymen,  they  now  suffer,  and 
may,  without  the  interposition  of  congress,  be  yet  compelled  to 
sutler,  your  memorialists  most  respectfully  ask  for  immediate 
action  upon  this  important  Fubjcct,  and  that  it  niay1)e  so  order- 
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ed,  that  in  future,  during  the  continuance  of  the  cliarter,  the 
public  funds  shall  be  deposited  as  heretofore,  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

—••►♦9  ®  C«i" 
PH[LADELPHIA  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 

TO    THE      K0N0RAHLE    THE    SENATi2     AND      HOUSE     OF    REPRESEN- 
TATIVES   OF    THE    U.    STATES,  IN    CONGRESS    ASSEMBLED — 

The  memorial  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, 

KeSPECTFC'LLY    REPRESENTS  — 

That,  prompted  by  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  and  viewing  witli 
serious  alarm  the  present  crisis  in  the  money  concerns  of  the 
country,  the  undersigned  confidently  apply  to  congress  for  re- 
*fief;  under  whose  guardianship  and  control  the  currency  ot'lhe 
nation  has  been  specially  placed  by  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spi- 
rit of  the  constitution. 

Among  the  indications  of  wide-spread  and  rapidly  increasing 
distress,  the  recent  expression  of  public  opinion,  by  the  largest 
assemblage  of  people,  without  (li:ninction  of  p;irty,  ever  wit- 
nessed in  this  city,  is  not  the  least  iujpressive;  and  the  follow- 
ing facts,  in  addition,  will  satisfy  your  honorable  bodies  that 
there  is  neither  exaggeration  nor  coloring  in  the  assertion  here 
made— that  the  prevailing  panic  and  pressure  for  money,  and 
the  gloomy  forbodings  of  the  future,  are  without  a  precedent  in 
the  experience  of  this  country.  In  proof  of  this  allegation  the 
chamber  of  commerce  refer  with  pain — 

To  the  decline  in  price  of  the  public  and  incorporated  stocks 
generally,  which  varies  from  10  to  30  per  cent. — 

To  the  depression  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  exchanges,  and 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  negociating  bills — 

To  the  fall  in  value  of  all  the  principal  articles  of  domestic 
produce,  whether  (or  export  or  home  consumption — 

To  the  impracticability  of  borrowing,  as  heretofore,  on  mort- 
gage, even  at  the  highest  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  the  ruinous 
discount  now  current  on  good  mercantile  paper,  which  varies 
from  12  to  18  per  cent,  per  annum — 

To  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  cash  advances  on  produce  or 
merchandise  from  factors  or  commission  merchants,  who  refuse 
to  contract  engagements  with  which  they  may  not  be  able  to 
comply — 

To  the  inability  of  contractors  for  state  loans,  or  the  subscri- 
bers to  corporate  stocks  to  pay  up  their  instalments,  and  the 
great  danger  or  a  suspension  of  public  improvements,  from  the 
difficulty  of  borrowing,  and  the  consequent  disappointment  and 
ruin  of  the  contractors  for  the  public  works — 

To  the  discharge  from  employ  of  laborers  and  workmen,  and 
tiie  suspension  of  business  in  the  various  mechanical  and  ma- 
nufacturing pursuits — 

To  the  decline  in  value  of  real  estate,  both  in  town  and  coun- 
try— 

To  the  inability  of  some  of  the  corporate  companies  to  pay 
the  interest  due  on  their  borrowed  money,  or  of  the  state  banks 
to  discount  new  paper,  or  do  more  than  renew  their  previous 
loans;  and,  in  fine,  to  the  suspension  of  all  commercial  confi- 
dence— the  complete  stagnation  of  business  in  every  depart- 
ment of  industry — and  the  bankruptcies  and  embarrassment 
consequent  on  such  a  state  of  affairs — 

To  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
of  contracting  its  accommodations,  and  of  guarding  against  the 
attempts  to  cripple  its  resources  and  decry  its  credit,  not  only 
by  a  withdrawal  of  the  public  deposits,  but  by  a  combined  and 
systematic  proscription  and  perversion  of  all  its  operations, 
even  when  dictated  by  self  preservation. 

In  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  frightful  conjuncture  here  depict- 
ed, your  memorialists  feel  it  due  to  candor,  to  point  unreserved- 
ly to  the  removal  of  the  public  funds  as  the  immediate  and  only 
one  to  which  the  present  pecuniary  distress  can  be  rationally 
attributed. 

They  are  unable  to  conceive  how,  in  good  faith  or  sound  po- 
licy, a  national  bank,  created  among  other  objects,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  restoring  specie  payments — of  regulating  and 
maintaining  a  pure  and  unvitiated  currency — an  institution  at 
once  the  fiscal  agent  and  copartner  of  the  government,  to  the 
extent  of  one-fifth  of  its  capital,  can  be  crushed  and  destroyed, 
without  burying  beneath  its  ruins  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  with  which  its  existence  is  indissoluhly  connected. 
Would  the  downfall  of  the  bank  (it  is  respectfully  asked)  bene- 
fit the  condition  of  the  government  and  people?  Would  not 
such  an  event,  on  the  contrary,  draw  into  its  vortex  all  the  state 
banks,  and  lead  infallibly  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments? 

Fear  and  distrust  are  gradually  ripening  (as  your  memorialists 
believe)  into  desperation  and  despair;  and  must  paralyze  and  de- 
range the  diversified  concerns  of  the  whole  country — embrac- 
ing, at  this  moment,  not  less  than  one  thousand  millions  of 
DOLLARS  of  property,  which  is  in  a  constant  state  of  motion  and 
transit  throughout  the  vast  extent  of  this  union.  Among  4lie 
most  alarming  proofs  of  declining  credit  and  reputation  abroad, 
is  the  fact  that  considerable  parcels  of  American  stocks  have 
recently  been  returned  from  London  as  unsaleable;  and  it  can- 
not be  disguised  that  the  high  confidence  of  European  capital- 
ists, heretofore  reposed  in  the  security  of  our  state  loans  and 
bank  stocks,  has  been  so  shaken  by  the  attempts  to  discredit 
and  destroy  our  own  government  bank,  as  to  have  produced  the 
most  disastrous  reaction  in  the  market  here,  followed  by  a  re- 
duction in  value  unprecedented  both  in  the  rates  and  rapidity 
of  the  decline. 

Heretofore  our  merchants  have  been  able  to  effect  loans  upon 
a  d«posite,  or  eale  of  American  stocks  in  London,  as  best  suited 


their  convenience,  and  the  demand  for  our  public  improve- 
ments: but  those  facilities  and  resources  are  now  cut  ofl^,  by  the 
withdrawal  of  that  confidence  upon  which  alone  they  rested, 
and  that  at  a  moment  when  our  extensive  opeiations,  in  canals 
and  rail  roads,  have  rendered  the  exigency  peculiarly  miscltiev- 
ous  and  embarrassing. 

Although  the  undersigned  abstain  from  the  discussion  of 
mere  polilical  questions,  which  congress  alone  are  competent 
to  decide,  yet  in  matters  involving  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  community,  they  look  with  confidence  to  the  powers  re- 
posed by  the  constitution  in  your  honorable  bodies  as  the  true 
and  legitimate  source  of  relief. 

In  recurring  to  that  instrument,  they  find  that  the  exclusive 
authority  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  currency  is  reserved 
to  the  federal  government,  and  that  the  states  are  specially  pro- 
hibited from  exerci:^ing  that  vital  function  of  sovereignty— and 
can  neither  issue  bills  of  credit,  nor  make  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 

It  is  therefore,  apparent,  that,  in  applying  a  remedy  for  the 
existing  evils,  congress  would  be  only  exercising  the  same  con- 
stitutional power  under  which  it  has  tuice  created  a  national 
bank,  that  has  been  in  ojieralion  thirty  six  years  of  the  forty- 
four  of  our  political  existence.  It  was  under  that  provision  of 
the  constitution  which  authorises  congress  to  coin  money,  and 
fix  the  value  of  the  precious  metals,  (and  by  consequence  the 
value  of  their  paper  representative)  tliat  the  currency  of  the 
country  has  hitherto  been  regulated,  and  confidence  and  stabil- 
ity imparted  to  the  pecuniary  transactions  and  exchanges  of 
the  union — excepting  only  that  period  from  1811  to  1816,  be- 
tween the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  bank  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  when 
specie  payments  were  suspended  by  tiie  state  banks.  This  cir- 
cumstance conveys  a  salutary  admonition  in  regard  to  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  a  national  hank,  to  check  and  re- 
strain excessive  issues  of  notes  by  the  state  institutions,  and 
shows  their  utter  incompetence  to  furnish  a  safe  and  universal 
currency,  inasmuch  as  it  was  through  the  instruihentality  and 
agency  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States  alo7ie,  that  spe- 
cie payments  were  finally  resumed,  and  the  money  concerns  of 
the  country  restored  to  their  former  sound  condition.  There 
are  some  peculiarities  in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  as 
contrasted  with  that  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  which  de- 
serve the  most  serious  consideration  of  congress,  and  which 
subject  it  to  dangerous  fluctuations,  unknown  in  those  coun- 
tries with  whom  we  are  most  intimately  connected  in  trade 
and  exchanges.  These  fluctuations  particularly  incident  to  a 
circulation  extending  over  twenty-four  states,  and  resting  upon 
a  very  limited  metallic  basis,  obviously  requires  the  utmost  vi- 
gilance of  the  national  legislature  to  preserve  it  from  frequent 
convulsions,  and  the  danger  of  a  suspension  of  specie  pa}- 
ments.  The  liability  of  such  a  catastrophe  is  just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  various  laws,  provisions  and  regulations  of  the 
states  in  which  these  banks  are  established,  and  to  the  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults,  which  in  the  safety  fund  banks  of  New 
York,  appear  by  late  official  returns  to  be  only  5^  per  cent,  on 
their  capitals.  France  incurs  no  risk  from  these  causes — her 
currency  is  all  metallic,  except  about  one-tenth.  That  of  Great 
Britain  is  half  of  gold  and  silver,  and  half  of  bank  notes,  and 
her  great  national  bank  has  therefore  little  comparative  diffi- 
culty in  restraining  the  issues  of  the  country  banks,  which  are, 
moreover,  controlled  by  fourteen  branches,  which  will  proba- 
bly be  soon  increased  in  number.  The  currency  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  the  notes  of  four  hundred  banks,  including 
that  of  our  national  bank — the  aggregate  capitals  of  which  are 
about  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars — the  notes  in  circulation 
are  one  hundred  millions,  and  the  deposites  estimated  at  fifty 
millions  of  dollars,  making  altogether  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  dollars  of  currency  in  bank  notes  and  deposites, 
which  are  sustained  by  only  twenty  millions  in  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  all  the  banks.  Here  then  is  an  aggregate  mass  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  (e.xclu'^ive  of  negotiable 
mercantile  notes  to  an  immense  amount),  all  resting  upon  con- 
fidence, and  only  twenty  millions  of  specie  for  its  support. 
Now,  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  possesses  one-half  of  the 
specie  in  the  vaults  of  all  the  banks,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  has,  moreover,  large  balances  due  to  it  and  the  branch- 
es by  the  state  banks,  the  inference  is  not  less  clear  than  satis- 
factory, that  congress  holds,  by  means  of  thf  bank  of  the  UTii'- 
ed  States,  a  salutary  control  over  the  issues  of  the  state  banks, 
and  is  able  to  sustain  and  reSulate  their  operations,  so  as  to 
keep  them  within* the  limits  necessary. for  their  own  safety,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  country. 

This  control  will  be  seen  and  acknowledged  by  all  acquaint- 
ed with  the  pi  intiples  of  banking,  to  be  essential  to  the  security 
of  a  currency  comprised  almost  entirely  of  paper,  and  so  very 
inferior  in  its  metallic  basis,  to  that  of  England  and  France. 
From  these  data,  your  memorialists  respectfully  submit,  that  a 
national  bank,  whose  notes  circulate  and  command  specie  in 
every  quarter  of  the  union,  is  the  surest  friend  and  support  of 
the  state  banks,  and  that  its  own  safety  is  identified  with,  and 
absolutely  requires  that  it  should  aid  and  protect  all  the  sound 
state  institutions.  One  of  the  greatest  danaers  the  undersigned 
conceive,  to  which  the  currency  and  public  and  private  credit 
are  now  exposed,  is  the  loss  of  that  confidence  abroad  which 
rendered  our  public  stocks  and  loans  a  sure  and  safe  remit- 
tance to  England,  and  lA'hich,  consequently,  diminished  the 
drain  and  export  of  sppcie,  when  the  rate  of  exchange  was 
above  the  par  standard — to  the  same  extent  in  which  our  stoi  k« 
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ean  be  sold  and  retained  in  Europe.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious, 
that  unless  confidence  in  our  public  securities  can  be  restored 
by  preserving  the  national  faith,  that  the  moment  exchange 
rises  beyond  the  real  par  value,  the  specie  of  the  country  will 
be  drawn  from  the  banks  as  a  remittance  lo  Europe,  and  leave 
them  with  empty  vaults  to  deplore,  a  second  time,  when  too 
late  to  toe  corrected,  the  fatal  policy  of  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments. There  is,  indeed,  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that 
the  injury  and  shock  which  American  credit  has  sustained  in 
^Europe,  by  »he  late  impeachment  of  our  national  bank,  will  not 
tastly  be  repaired  and  overcome — but  if  even  that  stain  upon 
our  reputation  were  washed  away,  it  can  only  be  done  by  pre- 
serving good  faith  with  the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  (both  fo- 
reign and  domestic)  and  restoring  the  public  deposites  to  its 
safe  keeping,  in  conformity  to  the  conditions  of  its  charter:  and 
they  beg  leave,  to  add  their  solemn  conviction,  that  the  system 
of  internal  improvements,  by  roads  and  canals,  now  in  pro- 
gress in  Pennsylvania,  and  throughout  the  United  States,  will, 
if  aided  and  sustained  by  a  sound  currency,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  national  bank,  be  the  best  guarantee  for  the  pre- 
petuity  of  the  union,  and  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
American  people.  They  are,  moreover,  thoroughly  satisfied, 
that  the  interest  of  the  state  banks  is  not  only  compatible  with 
the  existence  of  a  national  bank,  but  that  each  in  its  proper 
sphere  is  necessary  and  useful  to  the  other. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  respectfully  pray  your  ho- 
norable bodies  to  cause  the  public  deposites  to  be  restored  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  due  in  good  faith  to  the  stock- 
holders in  that  institution,  and  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation. 

Philadelphia,  January  7,  1834. 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  president  of  the  chamber. 

Attest,  John  Vaughan,  secretary  of  the  chamber , 

NEW  YORK  MEMORIAL. 
At  a  meeting  of  merchants  and  dealers,  held  "to  take  into 
consideration  the  present  distress  in  our  community,  arising 
from  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  to  memorialize  con- 
gcess  to  adopt  such  immediate  measures  as  shall  have  a  ten- 
dency to  release  present  embarrassments  and  to  restore  general 
confidence;"  the  following  memorial  to  congress  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, considered  and  adopted,  with  almost  entire  unanimity. 

TO    THE    HONORABLE    THE    SENATE  AND  HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTA- 
TIVES   IN    CONGRESS    ASSEMBLED: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants  and  dealers  of  the 

city  of  New  York, 
Respectfully  sheweth — 

That  your  memorialists  approach  your  honorable  bodies  with 
feelings  of  deep  concern,  on  account  of  the  sudden,  unexpected 
and  great  change  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  money 
market,  the  inland  exchanges,  and  all  the  commercial  transac- 
tions of  the  country,  and  their  apprehension  of  such  further  de- 
rangement, as  to  cause,  unless  prevented  by  the  interference. of 
congress,  still  greater  embarrassment  and  distress. 

That  the  present  state  of  things  is  such  as  your  memorialists 
assert,  and  that  it  is  accompanied  by  a  general  want  of  confi- 
dence, and  fearful  apprehension  of  greater  impending  evils,  are 
undeniable  facts,  and  may,  if  necessary,  be  substantiated  by  the 
extravagant  premium  required  for  obtaining  money  on  the  best 
security;  by  the  (all  in  every  species  of  public  stocks,  without  ex- 
cepting the  most  solid  state  banks  and  the  state  loans;  and  by 
the  effect  already  produced  on  the  cash  sales  of  real  estate;  and 
above  all,  by  the  interruption  of  the  ordinary  remittances,  and 
the  almost  entire  cessation  of  every  branch  of  business  con- 
nected with  the  inland  exchanges,  and  the  purchase  and  ex- 
portation of  the  produce  of  the  country. 

That  inasmuch  as  this  fatal  alteration  in  our  situation  and 
prospects,  has  suddenly  succeeded  a  state  of  security  and  pros- 
perity, extending  to  all  the  interests  and  enterprizes  of  the 
people,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  cause  in  our  external  con- 
cerns for  the  existing  and  threatening  difficulties,  your  memo- 
rialists cannot  but  ascribe  those  difiiculiies,  principally,  if  not 
exclusively,  to  the  unfortunate  change  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  relations  between  the  government  and  the  bank  of  the 
U.  States,  and  to  the  probably  unforseen  consequences  which 
have  flowed  therefrom.  And  that  whilst  they  trust  in  the  wis- 
dom of  congress  for  ap[)lying  a  proper  and  immediate  remedy, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  perceive  how  currency,  exchanges 
and  commercial  transactions,  can,  during  tire  continuance  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  be  restored  to  a  sound  and  stable  state, 
fio  long  as  that  institntion  and  the  stale  banks  shall  continue  to 
be  kept  in  a  state  of  alarm  and  reciprocal  mistrust,  which  com- 
pels all  to  curtail  their  operations  and  facilities  in  the  trans- 
n.'ission  of  funds,  indispensable  to  llie  pro-^perity  of  the  agricul- 
tural and  conuiH^rcial  interests  of  the  country. 

That  your  ni(;morialists  are  of  opinion,  that  from  the  nature 
of  things,  tested  by  |)astand  present  experience,  a  sound,  secure 
and  stable  paper  currency,  cannot  be  sustained  without  the 
agency  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  they  therefore  also 
respectfully  pray,  with  a  view  to  that  all  important  object,  as 
well  as  for  the  other  purposes  already  mentioned,  that  either 
the  c'linrttT  oftliH  present  bank  be  renewed,  or  another  be  sub- 
Mititifd,  lo  nikft<  fl'ii-t  upon  tlie  expiration  of  the  pr(!^cnt  charter; 
but  ill  either  esse;  with  such  modifioalioiip,  and  under  such  re- 
strict ions,  a>  cxpi^ricnce  may  sngsesl. 
And  at.  in  duty  bound  your  memorialisls  do  ever  pray. 


After  the  preceding  memorial  had  been  signed  by  a  large 
number  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  and  dealers  a  pub- 
lic meeting  of  them  and  others,  was  called  on  the  22d  ult.  at 
No.  40  William  street — but  the  crowd  was  so  large,  that  an 
adjournment  to  the  great  hall  of  the  exchange  was  speedily 
made,  at  which  the  following  proceedings  was  had. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  James  G.  King,  esq. 
whereupon  Jonathan  Goodhue,  esq.  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
John  P.  Sfagg,  secretary.  Mr.  John  w2.  Stevens  from  the  exe- 
cutive committee,  appointed  by  the  prior  meeting,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  discharged  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  by 
presenting  the  memorial  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and  that  se- 
veral thousand  signatures  had  been  already  attached  thereto, 
and  that  the  memorial  was  still  in  circulation  for  additional  sig- 
natures. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  George  S.  Robbins,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  twelve  delegates  be  appointed  by  this  meeting 
to  proceed  to  Washington,  to  present  and  enforce  the  objects  of 
the  memorial. 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  unanimously  ap- 
pointed. 

James  G.  King,  D.  W.  C.  Olyphant, 

James  Boormon,  George  S.  Robinson, 

Pelatiah  Peril,  John  Crumby, 

S.  S.  Howland,  James  W.  Otis, 

Charles  H.  Russell,  Robert  C.  Cornell, 

John  A.  Stevens,  G.  P,  Disosway. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  power  to  add  lo  ibesr 
members. 
On  motion  of  James  G.  King,  esq.* 

Resolved,  That  the  mechanical,  manufacturers  and  traders  be 
invited  to  appoint  delegates  from  their  own  to  co  operate  witb 
the  delegates  now  appointed  by  this  meeting. 
On  motion  of  John  A.  Stevens,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  daily  papers  be  requested  to  publish  the 
names  and  occupations  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published 
in  the  daily  papers,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JONATHAN  GOODHUE,  chairman. 
John  F.  Stagg,  secretary. 

This  meeting  was  made  up,  in  part,  of  the  greatest  number  of 
merchants  that  ever  was  assembled  in  New  York,  as  we  learn 
by  tlie  public  prims  of  that  city.  About  six  thousand  names 
were  already  attached  to  the  memorial,  and  others  were  rapidly 
adding.  The  whole  number  is  now  from  6,000  to  7,000,  among 
which  are  the  names  of  a  large  majority  of  the  most  Important 
merchants  and  dealers,  manufacturers  and  mechanics  in  that 
city. 

*Mr.  James  G.  King,  of  the  firm  of  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  said 
he  seldom,  if  ever,  had  the  pleasure  to  witness  a  meeting  of 
merchants  and  traders  only.  He  felt  persuaded  that  no  men 
understood  their  interests  better  than  they  did;  that  in  this  great 
and  growing  city  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  revenue  was 
paid;  that  the  government  was  deriving  great  support  from 
them,  and  they  in  turn  had  a  reasonable  expectation  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  government.  As  one  of  the  delegates,  just  ap- 
pointed to  present  our  memorial  to  the  congress  now  in  session, 
I  think  it  right,  said  Mr.  K.  to  request  of  \his  meeting,  with  a 
view  to  the  most  effectual  promotion  of  the  cause  we  have  iu 
hand,  that  authority  be  given  to  the  body  of  delegates  to  add  to 
their  number,  if  it  be  found,  as  is  probable,  that  every  distinct 
class  among  those  who  have  approved  the  memorial,  is  not  al- 
ready sufficiently  represented  in  the  persons  now  selected.  It 
is  also  earnestly  to  be  desired,  that  every  one  interested  in  the 
commerce  of  New  York,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  signing 
this  memorial;  and  thus,  that  the  various  interests  of  this  great 
metropolis,  may  be  heard  as  wit'r  one  voice  at  Washington;  and, 
speaking  upon  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  the  business  and 
bosom  of  every  man  connected  with  commerce,  that  voice,  be 
assured,  my  fellow  citizens,  will  not  be  heard  in  vain.  Who 
shall  venture  to  address  our  national  rulers,  upon  points  of  cur- 
rency and  commerce,  if  not  they,  whose  business  and  interests 
require  that  they  should  thoroughly  understand  them?  Whose 
permission  must  we  seek,  before  wc  presume  to  lay  our  griev- 
ances before  the  legislature  of  our  country?  I  rejoice,  my  fel- 
low citizens,  that  your  assembling,  and  your  united  action  on 
this  occasion,  give  the  proper  answer  to  these  inquiries.  1  re- 
joice that  you  are  willing  no  longer  to  remain  suffering  and 
silent;  and  when  you  do  speak,  that  it  will  not  be  in  a  borrowed 
voice.  Your  wealth,  your  number,  your  intelligence,  your  ex- 
perience— all  entitle  you  to  be  heard;  and  a  more  fitting  occa- 
sion could  not  have  been  selected.  The  memorial  to  congress 
is  a  well  considered  memorial.  It  speaks  with  calmness,  the 
language  of  truth.  It  sets  forth  the  honest  conviction  of  en- 
lightened experience.  It  has  scarcely  been  presented  to  an 
individual  who  was  uncommitted,  without  engaging  instant  and 
hearty  attention: — what  better  proof  can  be  given  of  the  truth 
of  its  averments,  or  the  soundness  of  its  conclusions.  Permit 
me  to  add  one  further  suggestion— intimately  connected  with 
the  mercantile  interest — part  and  parcel  of  the  same  great  com- 
munity, mutually  dependant  upon  each  other  enterprise,  in- 
dustry and  success — every  manufacturer — every  mechanic — 
every  citizen,  in  our  great  emporium,  is  deeply  concerned  in 
the  issue  of  our  present  proceedings;  and  I  would  ask  permis- 
sion of  this  meeting  to  propose  that  all  such  should  be  request- 
ed lo  CO  opi" rale  with  us  on  this  great  occasion;  and  I  will  now 
close,  by  offering  a  resolution  to  that  effect.  • 
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It  will  be  seen  that  an  attempt  was  made  on  Thursday 
to  close  the  debate  on  the  instructions  proposed  by  Mr. 
McDuffie,  by  a  refusal  to  adjourn;  but  the  house  deter- 
mined, 113  to  103,  to  continue  the  discussion. 

We  waited  with  much  impatience  yesterday  for  the 
arrival  of  the  southern  mail,  (v.-hich  was  considerably 
after  its  time,  in  conse(iuence  of  the  state  of  the  roads) — 
for  we  expected  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance  of  the  senate,  made  on  Wednesday,  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster^ which  we  should  have  used  extraordinary  exertions 
to  have  published  this  day,  had  it  arrived.  But  it  came 
not — to  the  great  disappointment  of  ourselves,  and  of  a 
large  number  of  persons  who  had  collected  at  the  post 
office  to  receive  it.  This  report  is  looked  for  with  no 
small  degree  of  anxiety — for  it  relates  to  subjects  that  are 
first  in  the  morning  and  last  in  the  evening,  on  the  minds 
of  the  people. 


We  present  two  speeches  of  more  than  usual  interest 
—that  of  Mr.  Wright,  in  the  senate,  on  presenting  the 
New  York  resolutions,  and  Mr.  Webster^s,  in  reply. 
Mr.  Wright,  from  his  position,  and  seeming  preparation 
for  the  occasion,  was  supposed  to  express  the  opinion  of 
the  executive,  concerning  the  deposites  and  the  bank,  or 
a  bank,  of  the  United  States — though  he  himself  disa- 
vowed any  special  understanding  or  authority  on  these 
subjects.  Mr.  Webster,  however,  considered  his  re- 
marks as  highly  important,  and  so  treated  them.  The 
latter  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Chambers  9iX\([  Tallmadge, 
whose  speeches  we  have  a  strong  desire  to  insert,  and 
would  promise  to  make  room  for — if  not  intimidated  by 
the  length  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  in 
the  senate,  and  that  which  may  be  expected  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  house — and  they 
must  be  recorded.  On  the  31st  ult.  Mr.  Webster  conti- 
nued his  remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  in  fur- 
ther comment  on  the  speech  of  Mr.  Wright.  The  lat- 
ter part  of  these,  only,  are  inserted,  for  the  reason  that 
Mr.  Tallmaclge's..aTe  not — 'and  the  whole  occupy  about 
as  much  space  as  Mr.  Wright's. 

The  present  appearances  of  things  justify  a  belief  that 
we  have  nearly  arrived  at  a  truly  "momentous  crisis;" 
and  the  result  will  be,  either  a  restoration  of  the  general 
prosperity  and  pecuniary  ease,  certainty  and  safety,  that 
we  enjoyed  a  few  "months  ago — or  a  derangement  of  the 
currency  and  of  business,  of  every  description,  such  as 
hardly  ever  was  witnessed  in  any  country — with  a  wreck 
of  property,  and  prostration  of  industry,  unparalleled;  to 
end  in  a  rag-money  currency,  perhaps,  and  a  general 
dissolution  of  those  bonds  which  now  fasten  the  various 
branches  of  productive  labor  together,  in  all  their  de- 
partments. Such  would  be  the  good,  or  will  be  the  evil, 
that  shall  speedily  relieve  or  oppress  us.  The  present 
state  of  affairs  cannot  last  much  longer.  The  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  slow  circulation  of  what  passes 
for  money,  or  serves  the  purposes  of  individuals  as  such, 
with  the  loss  of  confidence  between  man  and  man,  and 
between  banks  and  banks,  have  brought  about  an  unpre- 
cedented pressure,  and  what  the  end  of  it  will  be^ — no 
human  being  can  tell.  Those  who  have  money  at  com- 
mand, will  l)ecome  exceedingly  rich — those  who  have 
none,  wretchedly  poor;  and  the  last,  in  the  issue,  will  be 
the  severest  sufferers,  though  not  the  earliest  ones.  Ma- 
ny tens  of  thousands  are  already  out  of  productive  em- 
ployment, and  for  the  simple  reason  that  employers  can- 
not obtain  money  to  pay  them  their  wages,  honestly 
earned. 

It  is  in  vain  to  contend  against  the  pressure  of  matter 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States— and  the  present  state 
of  business  and  of  the  money  market.  New  things  are 
forcing  themselves  upon  the  public  attention  every  hour, 
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and  important  incidents  are  of  constant  occurrence;  the 
simple  mention  of  all  which  would  seemingly  fill  the 
whole  of  our  capacious  pages!  The  reports  from  the 
east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south,  are  of  the 
most  melancholy  character.  Persons  able  to  pay  5  or  10 
dollars  for  every  one  wiiich  they  owed,  only  six  months 
ago,  are  failing — and  the  heretofore  most  extensive  and 
most  prompt  employers,  are,  every  where,  reducing  the 
number  of  their  working  people,  on  account  of  an  inability 
to  pay  them  their  wages — for  they  have  nothing  to  sell 
that  will  produce  money,  unless  at  runious  sacrifices. 
Millions  of  dollars,  perhaps,  are  now  used  at  from  '2  to  3 
per  cent,  a  month  cost  to  borrowers — to  sustain  them- 
selves for  "the  present,"  and  in  the  hope  of  "better 
times."  But  we  see  no  hope,  until  things  reach  '■Hhe 
•worsf — and  then  they  will  mend  !  The  worst,  however, 
has  not  arrived — nay,  not  near  the  worst!  And  so  great 
is  the  pressure,  that  some  freely  speak  of  a  general  ne- 
cessity to  r/e/ai/  the  obligation  of  contracts!  These  are 
subjects  that  are  uppermost  in  every  business-man's 
thoughts — they  appear  to  furnislf  the  only  topics  for  con- 
versation; and  we  must  yet  awhile  give  up  our  numbers 
to  a  notice  or  record  of  them,  though  preserving  only  a 
few  ^^types"  of  the  signs  and  doings  of  the  times. 


It  is  rumored  that  instructions  have  been  issued  by 
which  the  branch  bank  checks  will  be  refused  in  the 
payment  of  debts  due  the  United  States.  We  cannot 
see  any  reasonable  cause  for  this  proceeding,  just  now; 
and  suppose  that  it  can  only  have  effect  to  increase  the 
money  pressure,  if  it  shall  have  any  effect  at  all;  but  the 
people  much  prefer  these  checks  to  the  bills  of  the  best 
local  banks,  except  for  local  purposes  and  immediate 
use. 

The  opponents  of  the  bank  are  loudly  calling  upon 
those  who  take  part  with  them  to  collect  and  present  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Unite<l  States,  for  payment  in 
coin.  This  also,  we  think,  is  an  ill-advised  measure, 
and  will  recoil  on  the  heads  of  jts  authors,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  pufetlic.  It  irSay  embarrass  and  stint 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  compel  a  further  con- 
traction, not  only  of  the  currency,  but  also  of  the  line 

of  discounts  and  exchanges but  the  bank  is  too  strong 

to  be  seriously  effected,  as  to  itself,  in  consequence  of 
such  a  proceeding;  and  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
most  of  the  local  banks  are  not.  It  is  a  game  that  two 
parlies  can  play  at — but  we  hope  that  they  will  not. 

We  learn  that,  and  probably  in  consequence  of  the 
matters  just  stated,  orders  have  issused  for  heavy  reduc- 
tions of  the  discounts  at  New  York  and  other  places. 

We  frequently  see  published  in  the  newspapers  the 
names  of  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have  failed  to 
meet  their  pecuniary  engagements,  in  these  latter  days. 
We  doubt  the  propriety  of  such  proceedings,  and  yet 
there  may  be  cases  in  which  such  notoriety  is  useful.  We 
learn,  from  Albany,  that  Benjamin  Knotver,  esq.  has  re- 
signed the  presidency  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers* 
bank,  in  consequence  of  l-eing  compelled  to  stop  pay- 
ment. The  Argus  says:  "Mr.  K.  was  engaged  in  the 
most  extensive  transactions;  and  concerns  of  such  mag- 
nitude will  require  some  little  time  to  adjtist;  but  we  are 
authorised  to  say,  with  the  utmost  confidence  to  all  his 
friends  and  the  business  community  generally,  that  he 
will  be  aljle,  ultimately,  not  only  to  meet  every  demand 
against  him,  but  to  save  himself  a  very  large  estate." 

^  We  earnestly  wish  that  the  prediction  of  the  "Argus" 
may  be  realised — heartily  wishing  pros])erity  to  Mr.  K. 
His  operations  have  beeji  very  large,  and  the  "Commer- 
cial Advertiser"  intimates  that  the  failure  is  for  a  million. 
Charles  E.  Dudley  succeeds  Mr.  Knower  in  the  presi- 
dency of  the  bank. 

A  New  York  paper  says — A  check  from  the  general 
post  office  for  $7,000,  upon  the  Commonwealth  bank 
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[one  of  the  deposite  banks]  of  Boston,  was  presented  at 
tne  counter  of  the  bank  on  Saturday,  and  protested  for 
want  of  funds. 

The  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Monday 
last,  on  referring  the  message  of  the  president  concern- 
ing the  payment  of  pensions,  was  one  of  extraordinary 
interest  and  animation,  and  lasted  until  nearly  sun-set! 
The  vote,  too,  was  a  singular  one — 107  against  106;  the 
reference  being  made  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  (instead  of  the  judiciary  committee),  by -a  majo- 
rity of  one  vote  only,  out  of  213. 

The  celebrated  and  eccentric  itinerajit  preacher,  Lo- 
rejizo  Dow,  died  at  Wasliington  on  the  2d  inst.  He  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and,  in  his  thirty  years'  preach- 
ing, had  travelled  over  England  and  Ireland,  and  visited 
almost  every  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  had  preached  to  more  persons  than  any  other  in- 
dividual since  the  diiys  of  Whitfield. 

The  commissioner  of  tlie  land  office,  Mi*.  Hay  ward, 
has  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  38,750  dollars,  to  ena- 
ble hini  to  employ  thirty  additional  clerks,  to  bring  up 
the  arrears  in  his  office! 

Ml'.  Ham/n,  late  charge  d 'affairs  of  the  United  States 
at  Chili,  arrived  at  Norfolk,  a  few  days  ago,  and  has 
since  reached  Washington,  with  a  treaty  between  the  go- 
vernment of  that  country  and  the  United  States,  In  the 
same  vessel,  Don  M.  Carvello  envoy  from  Ciiili,  was  a 
passenger. 

The  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams  has  arrived  at  Norfolk 
from  the  Mediten-anean,  and  the  U.  S.  ship  Falmouth, 
at  New  York,  from  Valparaiso;  the  latter  with  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  specie — which  is  a  cash  article  just 
now. 

The  essay  recently  published  by  us  on  the  "organi- 
zation of  the  press,"  is  obtaining  a  large  circulation.  In 
that  article,  it  will  be  recollected,  we  stated  the  manner 
in  which  "public  opinion"  is  mamifacttired.  On  the 
subject  of  such  manufactures,  Mr.  JYuah,  editor  of  the 
New  York  "Evening  Star,"  whose  own  knowledge  in 
such  matters  is  entitled  to  the  highest  respect — says 

"We  have  frequently  been  asked,  'Does  the  president  know 
any  thing  of  public  opinion — does  lie  read  liie.  newspapers.?' 
His  engagements,  we  think,  are  so  pressing,  that  he  has  no 
time  to  read  hitnself,  hii#  we  are  Hold  that  one  of  his  family 
reads  the  papers  to  him,  but  only  such  papers  and  extracts  as 
his  particular  friends  are  desirous  he  should  read,  and  he  is 
struck  by  the  singular  coincidence  of  public  opinion  that  certain 
journals  in  New  Hampshire,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Cinciiuiali,  should  so  exactly  agree  in  opinion  as  to  his 
measures,  when  that  opinion  has  been  manufactured  by  the 
kitchen  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  sent  to  those  very  papers 
for  publication,  it  is  thus  we  are  now  governed — and  so  much 
for  this  manufacture  o( public  ojdnionP^ 

The  Canada  papers  state  that  lord  Aylmer,  the  gover- 
nor, has  refused  the  representatives  of  the  people  cer- 
tain information  requested  by  them  in  relation  to  sub- 
jects of  a  public  nature.  He  has  also  refused  them  the 
usual  warrants  for  money,  as  he  claims  to  have  exclusive 
power  over  the  treasury. 

An  insurrection  of  the  negroes  has  happened  in  Mar- 
tinico.  They  had  obtained  some  supplies  of  arms,  and 
a  battle  took  place  in  which  50  or  60  of  tliem  M'ere  kill- 
ed, and  180  taken  prisoners.  This  is  not  even  the  be- 
ginning of  evils  in  the  West  Indies.  The  prospect 
a-head  is  gloQmy— -nay,  black.  That  all  these  islands 
will  pass  into  the  possession  of  the  African  race,  we 
think,  must,  and  will,  soon  happen.  It  is  in  vain  to  shut 
our  eyes  against  the  facts  which  present  themselves  to 
us.  It  is  better  boldly  to  look  at  and  prepare  for  then», 
as  well  as  we  can.  As  Hayti  is — 'SO  will  the  other  is- 
lands be.  This  consideration  should  excite  a  love  of  the 
union  and  of  one  another. 


Ai'RiCAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.  At  the  Seventh  annual 
meeting  of  this  in^ititution,  held  on  the  90th  and  21st  ultimo, 
the  following,  among  other  pioceedingi<,  took  place: 


Gerrit  Smith,  esq.  of  New  York,  addressed  the  society,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  by  offering  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

ilesoii;erf,  That  this  society  do  forthwith  proceed  to  ask  for  a 
subscription  of  50,000  dollars  to  its  funds,  payable  in  five  equal 
annual  instalments,  and  that  this  subscription  shall  be  obliga- 
tory on  those  who  make  it,  provided  the  board  of  managers  shall, 
within  sixty  days,  announce  to  the  public  that  the  amount  is 
subscribed  by  responsible  persons. 

Subscriptions  were  taken  under  Mr.  Gerrit  Smithes  resolu- 
tion, and  the  following  persons  subscribed  the  amounts  affixed 
to  their  respective  names: 
Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York  .        .        .        .         $5,000 

Elliott  Cresson,  of  Pennsylvania    ....        1.000 
Matthias  Bruen,  of  New  York     ....  '500 

Richard  H.  Henderson,  of  Virginia         .        .        .  100 

Inman  Horner,  of  Virginia  ....  100 

Seth  Terry,  of  Connecticut 50 

John  T.  Norton,  of  New  York     ....  .500 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  .  250 

Mrs.  Lee,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  .        .   ^    .  10 

J.  B.  Bispham,  of  Pennsylvania      ....  100 

M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  of  Washington.  D.  C.     .        .  250 

Chief  justice  Marshall      ..'....  500 

E.  Jenkins,  of  New  York    .....  50 

R.  S.  Finley,  ofNevv  York 500 

Leonard  Bacon,  of  Connecticut  ...  50 

Z   C.  Lee,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ...  10 

Walter  Lowrie,  of  Washington,  D.  C.        .        .  500 

'  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Washington,  D.  C.      ...  100 

$9,570 

Party  discipline.  The  Kindcrhook  Herald  sives  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  extract  from  a  letter  frnm  a  nieniber  of  congress — 

"I  wish  my  dear  sir,  thai  organization,  according  to  the  Newr 
York  school,  was  a  little  more  the  order  of  the  day  here.  Then 
something  like  concert  of  action  could  be  secured  upon  par- 
ty questions,  and  we  should  not  meet  with  those  defeats  to 
which  the  want  of  organization  constantly  expose  us.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  1829,  the  adu)inistralJon  had  a 
majority  in  the  lower  house  of  about  sixty,  and  yet,  the  friends 
of  the  president  could  hardly  ever  carry  a  question.  You  would 
be  disgusted  at  the  arrogance  and  magnificent  air  with  which 
many  southern  politicians  claim  an  exemption  from  the  shack- 
les of  party.  They  swell  like  frogs  at  the  fountain  when  a  par- 
ty question  is  broached,  and  generally  demonstrate  their  inde- 
pendence by  voting  with  the  opposition.  How  short  would  be 
the  career  of  a  New  York  politician  who  would  thus  dare  mis- 
represent his  constituents?" 

This  would  seem  to  reverse  the  old  republican  rjile.«.  Many 
who  thought  it  not  only  right  in  itself,  but  absolutely  necessary, 
to  "caucus"  for  the  support  of  men,  never  entertained  an  idea 
that  the  consciences  of  individuals  should  be  fettered  with  re- 
spect to  measures!  If  so  a  minority,  just  exceeding  one-third 
of  the  members  of  a  legislative  body,  may  govern — the  oaths  of 
nearly  another  third  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  though 
the  mea;:ure  should  be  opposed  by  nearly  another  third.  Thus — 
the  number  of  members  is  100 — 34  in  caucus  govern  33,  and 
bind  them;  and  so  it  is  practically  possible  that  66  members 
may  be  really  on  one  side  of  a  question,  and  yet  34  obtain  the 
vote,  desired  by  them. 

— «•»«  @  0««ii' 

BRITISH  MAN UFACT URES. 

The  following  article  from  the  London  Spectator,  was 
"laid  on  our  table"  several  weeks  ago.  It  refers  to  high- 
ly important  things,  and  especially  so  at  this  particular 
crisis  in  the  affairs  of  our  country,  because  of  a  present 
contracted  currency,  and  the  fear  of  a  subsequent  over- 
flow of  depreciated  paper  money.  If  the  latter  shall  be 
avoided,  provided  money  enough  remains  in  circulation 
to  pay  the  working  people  their  wages,  perhaps  the  re- 
duced price  of  labor  in  the  United  States  may  delay  the 
accomplishment  of  tlie  great  events  predicted;  for  labor 
must  fall  as  the  value  of  money  aj)preciates;  and  the  dif- 
ficuliy  of  paying  for  English  goods  will  also  act  against 
their  consumption-— for  their  price  will  not  be  materially 
changed,  let  happen  what  may  to  that  of  our  chief  pro- 
ducts, witli  which  we  have  heretofore  ])aid  for  them:  so 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  use  reduced  quantities  of  Bri- 
tish goods,  and,  perhaps,  barter  with  one  another,  in  a 
much  increased  amount. 

From  the  London  Spectator, 

Our  principal  dangei  arises  from  foreign  competition.  We 
at  present,  by  means  of  our  enormous  capital,  and  the  superi- 
ority of  our  machinery,  contrive  to  keep  competitors  at  bay. 
Even  the  Americans,  with  all  their  energy  and  enterprise,  are 
made  to  feel  the  superiority  which  the  ability  to  lose  vast  sumt 
confers  upon  the  British  cotton  and  wool  manufacturers.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bates,  himself  an  American,  and  partner  in  the 
hou.^e  of  Baring  &.  Co.  in  relation  to  this  point  is  worth  attend- 
ing to.     He  says: 

"The  English  manufacturer  would  send  out  his  zoods  to  Ame- 
rican, and  sell  them  at  a  loss,  vdth  no  other  object  than  to  ruin  the 
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Jlmerican  manufacturer,  with  a  view  of  breaking  up  the  system  of 
manufacturing  in  .America. 

"Tlje  operation  would  be  in  part  a  combined  operation,  on 
the  part  of  English  manulaclurers,  and  in  part  the  etiecl  of  an 
ordinary  cause;  that  is,  to  get  rid  of  a  surplus  stock."  *  *  * 
"I  am  sure  that  frequently  goods  are  brought  to  us  upon  which 
money  is  required  to  be;  advanced,  going  to  Aitierica,  wliere  the 
parties  expect  to  sustain  a  loss." 

Sometimes  the  money  is  advanced  in  Enj^Iand,  by  houses  to 
whose  agents  in  America  the  goods  are  consigned  for  sale:  it 
not  unfrequently  happens,  however,  that  an  immense  shipmefit 
of  cotton  or  woollen  goods  is  made  to  the  Ainerican  corn^a- 
pondents  of  the  English  owners  of  the  goods.  If  money  is  re- 
quired to  be  remitted  without  delay,  the  consignee  applies  to 
some  extensive  auction  and  commission  merchant  in  N.  Yoik, 
who  will  at  once  advance  two-thirds  or  more  on  the  amount  of 
the  invoice,  supposing  it  to  be  fairly  made  out,  according  to  the 
market  value  of  the  article  in  it,  in  order  that  he  may  secure 
the  usual  commission  on  the  sale  of  thtin  by  auction.  The 
amount  of  his  commission  or  percentage  depends  upon  whether 
or  not  he  guarantees  the  payment  of  promissory  notes  at  six 
months'  dale  for  which  he  disposes  of  the  cargo;  it  varies  from 
li  to  7^  or  10  per  cent.  He  advances  very  large  sums  on  the 
coiisignment,  which  are  at  once  converted  into  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  remitted  to  Er>gland;  so  that  it  has  repeatedly  hap- 
pened, that  bills  for  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the  goods  ex- 
ported have  been  on  their  way  back  to  England,  before  the 
goods  themselves  iiave  been  landed,  or  the  necessary  papers 
passed  through  the  custom  house.  In  this  way  the  American 
market  is  often  suddenly  deluged  with  a  quantity  of  British  ma- 
nufactures, to  the  ruin  and  despair  of  tlie  pai/is-taking  maker 
of  dofiicstics.  Thus,  also,  we  seej  that  although  the  American 
tariff  was  the  cause  of  muoh  loss  to  the  Britisli  manufacturer, 
it  afforded  little  protuction  to  his  trans-Atlantic  opponent.  Tlie 
latter  is  very  much  in  the  same  situation  that  a  flax  spinner  of 
Leeds,  witli  a  capital  of  £10,000,  would  be  in,  were  he  to  en- 
ter into  competiti(u^  with  Marshall  &  Company;  sooner  or 
later,  the  mammoth  house  falls  upon  and  crushes  him. 

Mr.  Bates  says,  that  the  competition  in  the  United  States 
against  the  manufaeturerers  of  this  country,  "received  a  death- 
blow by  the  change  in  the  American  tariff,  except  as  far  as  the 
cottons  go;"  and  he  thinks  that  the  remainder  of  the  tariff 
"will  go  also."  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  cottons  which  the 
Americans  still  manufacture  to  advantage  are  only  the  coarse 
common  goods  for  domestic  consumption.  In  tlie  finer  de- 
scriptions, where  the  value  is  created  almost  entirely  by  the  , 
labor  bestowed  on  them,  they  are  utterly  beaten  out  of  the 
market  by  our  super  excellent  machinery,  low  rate  of  wages 
and  profits,  and  the  enormous  temporary  sacrifices  which  the 
large  capitalists  find  it  for  their  interest  to  make.  How  long 
this  .state  of  things  can  continue,  few  will  venture  to  predict. 

BANK  MATTERS,  THE  CURRENCY,  &c. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Baltimore  Gazette — 
Mr.  Binney  states,  in  his  late  speech,  that  there  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  loans  and  bills  in  tlie  four  great  comuiercial  cities, 
by  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  from  October,  1833,  to  Janua- 
ry, 1834,  of  $1,116,601.  His  statement  of  the  loans  and  bills  at 
each  period  of  time,  in  each  city,  is  as  follows: 

In  October.  1833.  Jn  Januarxj,  1834. 

Philadelphia,  7,156,487  Philadelphia,  7,979,S33 

New  York,      6,180,883  New  York,     5,970,055 

Boston,  3,985,283  Boston,  2,316,034 

Baltimore,       2,033,318  Baltimore        1,954,045 


19,335,971 
18,219,367 


18,219,367 


Making  1,116,604  reduction  in  the  four  cities  dming  the 
three  preceding  months. 

If  there  is  no  mistake  in  the  above  figures,  it  is  evident  that 
the  reduction  was  wholly  in  three  of  the  cities,  while  in  Phila- 
delphia there  was  a  great  increase,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing: 

OcioJer,  1833.  Jamtan/,  1834. 

New  York,  6,180,883  5,970,055        decrease         210,828 

Boston,        3,985,283  2,316,034  '«  1,649,249 

Baltimore,   2,033,318  1,954,045  «'  79,273 


Tola!  reduction  in  three  cities,  1,939,350 

Philad.         7,156,487  7,979,233        increase  822,748 


1,116,604 
(Jt^rt  seems  by  some  remarks  on  the  preceding  in  the  Bos- 
ton Chronicle,  that  arv  explanation  of  the  matter  was  made 
Fome  time  ago:  and  says— "It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount 
of  discounts  at  the  branch  in  this  city  in  October,  was  very 
large — much  greater  than  the  amount  of  capital  assisted  to  this 
branch.  A  large  portion  of  that  amount  consisted  of  the  discount 
of  draughts  on  the  south,  purchased  by  the  bank  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refunding  to  the  southern  branches,  the  balances  which 
had  accumulated  here,  from  the  payment  of  draughts  discount- 
ed at  those  branches.  The  business  of  the  south,  particularly 
at  New  Orleans,  is  periodical.  Larsre  purchases  are  made  there 
in  the  winter,  which  are  paid  for  by  acceptances  payable  in 
Boston.  These  acceptances  are  discounted  at  the  south,  and 
being  p^id  here,  the  bank  is  put  in  possession  of  a  large  fund  to 


be  remitted  to  the  south.  This  remittance  is  made  by  the  dis- 
count of  draughts,  payable  at  the  southern  branches.  In  thl» 
way  it  is  obvious  that  the  bank  afiorrls  a  great  facility  to  irade^ 
by  interposing  its  funds  to  aniicipate  the  payments  in  both  di- 
rections, and  reducing  to  a  small  portion  the  discount  on  ex- 
change. It  is  obvious  also  that  the  di.-counts  must  be  recipro- 
cal— that  the  purchai;c  of  draughts  at  one  extremity  of  the  coun- 
try, must  be  made  in  a  great  measure  from  tlie  proceed!?  of 
draughts  previously  purchased  at  the  other,  and  if  the  business 
is  periodical  at  one  extreme,  it  is  necessarily  so  at  the  other. 
This  we  presume  in  the  mode  of  accoiiriling  lor  the  greatly  di- 
minished discount  of  draughts  at  the  Boston  branch,  between 
Ociober  and  Junnary,  and  for  the  reduction  of  the  gross  amount 
of  discounts,  by  the  payment  in  the  interval,  of  those  previous- 
ly discounted.  In  the  mean  linie,  we  understand,  that  the  new 
discounts  at  this  branch,  have  been  equal  to  the  payments  at 
tlie  same  branch." 

This  statement  appears  to  he  a  reasonable  one.  In  October, 
the  discounts  at  Boston  wer(!  nearly  two  millions  more  than  at 
Ballininre,  and  in  January,  300,000.  The  exc(!ss  in  the  former, 
no  doubt,  was  the  result  of  tin;  iJraus,hls  on  the  south,  discount- 
ed in  the  manner  stated — Boston  having  many  timi-s  more  trade 
with  the  south  thati  Baltimore  enjoys;  but  the  usual  accommo- 
dations on  notes  drawn  and  payable  in  the  cities,  respectively, 
have  not,  perhaps,  been  materially  changed. 

During  the  debate  in  the  Virginia  legislature,  upon  the  bank 
question,  Mr.  Garland,  the  member  from  Amherst,  made  these 
remarks: 

"Twenty-four  years  ago,  in  1811,  he  was  in  a  minority  in  tlfig 
assembly,  when  resolutions  were  passed  against  the  recharter 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  had  then  a  seat  in  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  legislature,  and  he  had  the  firmness— al- 
though he  did  not  arrogate  to  himself  an  unconimon  portion  of 
that  commodity — to  vote  against  those  resolutions.  Not  more 
than  three  years  after  that  period,  there  was  not  a  more  popular 
subject  in  tliis  slate,  tiinu  the  rechartering  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  And  tliis:  sentiment  was  produced  by  the  gene- 
ral experience  of  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution.  So  it 
would  be  at  the  present  period.  The  bank  might  go  down  un- 
der the  clamor  now  raised  against  it,  bat  three  years  would  not 
roll  round,  before  the  United  States  of  America  would  call  for 
the  establishment  of  a  bank." 

A  large  meeting  was  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  New  York,  on 
the  evening  of  the  30th  ult.  Stephen  Allen  was  called  to  the 
chair,  supported  by  Eldon  Holmes  and  Preserved  Fish,  as  vice 
presidents;  Francis  Fickett  and  Morgan  L.  Smith  were  appoint- 
ed secretaries.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Jesse  Hoyt, 
William  M.  Price  and  John  R.  Livitigston,  jr.  esqrs.  The  con- 
templated row  did  not  take  place.  A  memorial  to  congress 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  present  crisis  as  one  of  deep 
and  vital  interest  to  tlie  citizens  of  these  United  States,  and 
that  the  important  question  is  now  to  be  settled,  whether  the 
government,  established  by  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  shall 
continue,  or  whether  this  nation  is  to  be  controlled  by  a  money- 
ed aristocracy. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  recently  adopted  by  the  legis- 
lature of  this  state,  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  representa- 
tives from  this  city  and  district,  in  their  support,  coincide  with 
our  views  on  the  momentous  question  which  now  agitates  the 
public  mind. 

Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be 
rechartered,  and  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  representatives  in  con- 
gress to  urge  a  speedy  rejection  of  the  proposition  to  restore  the 
deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by 
the  presiding  officers,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  forwarded  tn> 
each  of  the  senators  from  this  state,  and  to  our  representatives 
from  tills  city,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  both 
houses  of  congress. 

The  official  paper  at  Washington,  the  "Globe,"  says — "The 
United  iStates  b^'ink  has  entered  congress  with  its  retained  law- 
yers, and  with  the  most  refined  sophistries — the  most  unexam- 
pled and  outrageous  falsehoods,  and  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  all 
former  precedent,  and  all  respect  and  etiquette  towards  the  ex- 
ecutive and  popular  branch  «»f  our  jiovernment,  demands  a  res- 
toration of  the  deposites — a  renewal  of  its  charter." 

The  following  memorial  to  congress  has  been  circolated  in 
Baltimore: 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  congress  nsssmMed. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  merchants,  mechanics,  la- 
borers and  others,  citizerrs  of  Baltimore,  respectfully  sheweth, 

That  your  memorialists  consider  the  present  embarrassments 
in  the  money  market,  as  occasioned  mainly  by  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  United  States  bank— a  course  adopted,  they  be- 
lieve, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  new  charter,  and  thus  per- 
petuating an  institution  already  too  powerful  to  exist  in  a  re- 
publican gov*lfrnment. 

Your  meriiBriali^ts  have  perfect  confidence  in  the  wrsdoitrand 
integrity  of  the  executive.  They  believe  that  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites  to  the  United  States  bank  would  be  attended  with 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  trading  community,  and  work  a 
general  injury  to  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  have  no  doubt,  bnt  that  an  immediate  ac- 
tion upfjn  tlte  >-iT»estion  of  tlte  deposit*?,  now  before  you/  h©BOJ- 


89fl     NfLEy  REGISTER— FEB.  8,  1884— BANK  MATTERS,  THE  CURRENCY,  &c 


able  body,  would  at  once  relieve  the  fears  of  the  people,  and 
restore  the  currency  to  a  sound  and  healthful  state. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  your  honorable  body,  that 
the  deposites  may  not  be  restored  to  the  United  States  bank, 
nor  a  recharter  granted  to  said  bank,  but  that  by  an  early  deter- 
mination of  the  question,  you  will  give  the  relief  necessary  in 
the  present  situation  of  things. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  state  bank  in  Ohio,  to  be  based  on 
moneys  received  as  tolls  from  canals,of  taxes  collected  for  canal 
purposes,  &c.  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  the  senate  of  that 
state  on  the 20th  ult.  by  a  vote  of  19  to  15. 

The  deposUe  banks.  The  following  list  of  state  banks,  select- 
ed as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  is  given  iu  the  Washing- 
ton Globe: 


Commonwealth  bank,  Boston. 

Merchants'  bank.  Do. 

Bank  of  Amerif-a,  New  York. 

Mechanics'  bank,  Do. 

Manhattan  company,  Do. 

Girard  bank,  Philadelphia. 

Union  bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington  city. 

Maine  bank,  Portland,  Maine. 

Commercial  bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 

Do.  branch  of,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Planters'  bank  of  Savannah,  Savannah,  Geo. 
The  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Ala-  >  jyjobile. 

bama,  J 

Planters's  bank  of  Mississippi,  Natchez,  Miss. 

The  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  Nashville. 

The  Franklin  bank  of  Cincinnati,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Arcade  bank.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Union  bank  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 

Commercial  bank  of  New  Orleans,  Do. 

Bank  of  Louisville,  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  "Globe"  speaking  of  the  president's  views,  says — "He 
holds  that  congress  has  no  power  to  establish  a  bank  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  That  the  state  banks 
(the  only  depositories  of  the  public  treasure  looked  to  by  the 
founders  of  the  government  in  its  origin)  can  more  adequately 
perform  the  functions  of  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  treasury,  than  a 
national  bank  so  limited— that  the  stale  banks,  deriving  their 
charter  from  the  state  lesiislatiires,  and  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions which  the  stale  authorities  may  impose,  can  never  en- 
danger stale  rights — and  that  such  as  are  selected  for  deposite 
banks,  can  never  effect  any  important  political  change  in  the 
confederacy,  being  under  the  control  of  the  state  governments — 
having  separate  and  opposite  pecuniary  interests  to  sustain — 
having  no  common  head  to  direct  their  movements  in  secrecy 
and  concert — and  having  small  capitals,  checked  and  counter- 
acted by  rival  state  institutions  of  equal  means  and  influence." 

The  "Richmond  Enquirer"  says— Here  we  see  the  game 
which  the  bank  is  playing.  Restoring  the  deposites  and  re- 
chartering  the  bank,  are  considered  only  as  different  acts  of 
the  same  eventful  drama.  Even  if  congress  refuses  to  change 
the  first,  still  the  bank  is  not  to  despair  of  ultimate  success. 
But  the  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  even  the 
president  is  to  be  shaken  from  their  propriety,  by  the  clamors 
of  a  suffering  public— got  up  by  the  pressure  of  the  bank  on  the 
Bouth  and  the  west.  Are  the  people  to  be  intimidated  by  these 
menaces?  Will  they  not  scout  the  threat.'  Will  they  not  sub- 
mit to  the  sacrifices  'lemanded  of  them?  Have  they  lost  their 
virtue  and  indt;pendence?  Will  they  yield  up  their  liberties  to 
a  moneyed  aristocracy?  Can  the  friends  of  the  cnnstitulion 
submit  to  the  yoke  again?  For  one,  we  do  not  despair  of  the 
republic.  We  go  against  the  bank — both  old  and  new — and  we 
will  fight  with  it  in  the  last  ditch.  In  spite  of  clamour;  in 
spite  of  pressure — in  spite  of  panic  and  menace,  we  believe 
the  bank  will  be  put  down,  and  the  constitution  vmdicated. 
Virginia  will  do  her  duty— let  the  friends  of  the  mammoth  mis- 
represent—or misconstrue  her,  as  they  please. 

"the  I'UBLIC  distress" — SPECIMENS. 

The  value  of  lands  and  their  productions,  of  buildings,  and 
of  stocks  ofall  sorts,  and  commodities,  in  general,  has  fallen  an 
average  of  not  less  tiian  l.'i  per  cent,  since  the   1st  October  last 

perhaps  20  p<»r  cent.     But  ilie  discount  on  bank  bills  not  "de- 

positahle"  in  the  local  banks,  has  risen  100  per  cent,  or  more, 
and  negotiable  notes,  that  would  have  been  gladly  taken  by  the 
banks,  at  a  half  per  cent,  a  month,  or  6  per  cent,  per  annum, 
are  sold,  by  hundreds  of  thoirsands  of  dollars  every  day,  at 
3  per  cent,  a  montli,  or  36  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  money  ia 
"scarce"  even  at  this  abominable  rate  of  interest,  in  all  the 
princip.al  cities  and  towns.  But  such  payments  of  interest  can- 
BOl  he  long  sustnined. 

The  Pittsburg  Advocate  of  January  31,  says — We  are  inform- 
ed by  the  manager  and  partner  of  one  of  the  laroifpst  manulac- 
turitig  establishmpnts  in  or  about  our  city,  giving  employment  to 
at  least  two  hundred  hands,  that  the  company,  under  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  affairs,  are  in  a  perfect  dilemma,  not  knowing 
whether  it  may  be  better  to  try  and  provide  their  hands  with 
about  half  work,  or  to  lock  up  their  eHtablishnoent  entirely. 
Th«  latter  course  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  mo«t  prudent,  and 
H  U  ftartd  muat  be  adopted. 


It  is  stated  that  a  draught  from  New  Orleans  for  $3,500, 
drawn  by  the  new  deposite  bank  there,  upon  the  deposite  bank 
at  Philadelphia,  has  been  presented.  The  cashier  of  the  latter 
refused  to  pay  it,  because,  although  placed  in  funds,  they  were 
not  immediately  available,  and  it  has  gone  back  protested! 

An  establishment  near  Hartford,  Connecticut,  at  which  400 
females  were  employed,  has  been  compelled  to  discharge  300  of 
them.  At  others,  the  same  sort  of  melancholy  "reform"  was 
making,  or  had  been  made. 

On  the  1st  inst.  the  selling  price  of  the  notes  of  some  of  the 
most  respectable  and  best  managed  banks  in  the  interior  of  New 
York,  was  three  per  cent,  discount,  at  Baltimore. 

Flour,  at  Alexandria,  $4  25— few  sales.  Corn  dull  at  50 
cents. 

It  is  stated  that  seven  failures  happened  in  New  York  on 
the  29th  ult.  and  that  three  of  them  were  for  an  aggregate  of 
2,750,000  dollars'.  Many  others  are  reported  as  happening  since 
tlien.  They  must  happen  every  where.  A  man  availably  worth 
100,000  dollars  last  winter,if  now  called  upon  to  pay  10,000  sud- 
denly, or  unexpectedly,  cannot  do  it.  His  100,000  will  not  pro- 
cure the  money,  unless  through  the  hands  of  shavers. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  says — We  learn,  on  undoubted  au- 
thority, that,  on  Wednesday  last,  post  notes  from  the  Comine r- 
eial  bank  at  Cincinnati,  amounting  to  $15,000,  were  presented 
to  the  Schuylkill  bank  in  this  city,  and  protested — that  notes  or 
draughts,  amounting  to  $21,000,  were  presented  from  the  ciiy 
bank  of  New  Orleans,  oh  the  Girard  bank,  and  shared  the  same 
fate,  on  the  same  day. 

Damages,  by  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  are  10  per  cent,  and  of 
Ohio,  6  per  cent. 

The  "Richmond  Whig,"  speaking  of  the  prospects  and  pre- 
sent price  of  tobacco,  says — The  depreciation  on  the  last  year's 
prices  at  this  season,  is  in  the  difference  ot  8  dollars  and  5,  and 
in  the  teeth  of  the  whole  information  from  abroad,  which  is 
such,  (a«  we  said  before),  as  to  authorise  a  higher  price  than  in 
seven  years.  But  a  very  small  quantity  is  coining  to  market, 
which  keeps  up  the  price  somewhat.  When  the  bulk  of  the 
crop  conies  in,  the  price,  without  a  favorable  change  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  will  be  reduced,  no  one  can  tell  how  low. 

i'his  depression  arises  from  the  impossibility  of  raising  money 
wherewith  to  purchase  tobacco. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company  have  pnt  off  their 
contracts  for  one  month,  say  from  the  1st  of  February  to  the  1st 
of  March. 

At  New  Haven,  several  important  failures  have  happened — 
as  well  of  merchants  as  manufacturers.  One  of  the  latter  threw 
out  of  employment  a  large  number  of  working  people. 

It  was  estimated  at  New  York,  on  about  the  28lh  ult.  that  ten 
thousand  persons  had  been  cast  out  of  employment  in  that  city, 
in  the  two  preceding  weeks — 100  men  from  one  iron  foundry. 

Virginia  paper  is  at  one  per  cent,  discount  at  Alexandria,  and 
Alexandria  paper  at  nearly  one  per  cent,  discount  at  Baltimore; 
and  Baltimore  about  the  same  in  Philadelphia.  Nay,  bills  of 
the  Troy  banks  have  been  refused  at  ,^/6ani/— though  of  equal 
credit.     The  distance  between  these  cities  is  5  or  6  miles. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  men  have  bef:n  discharged  from  the 
Trenton  rail  road — for  waul  of  money  to  pay  them.  This  road 
was  a  favorite  a  little  while  ago. 

The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  "United  Stales  Gazette,"  says: 
Having  been  appointed  one  of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
city  councils,  to  distribute  the  widows'  wood  and  the  Girard 
wood,  we  came  necessarily  in  contact  with  a  vast  number  of 
families  absolutely  suffering  for  want  of  fuel.  The  whole  of 
the  wood  left  for  distribution  has  been  given  away;  but  the 
poor  are  not  all  warmed  nor  clothed.  Delicate  females,  whose 
circumstances  were  not  always  what  they  now  are,  whose  only 
hope  or  wish  is  to  labor  sixteen  hours  a  day  for  the  means  of 
warming  and  feeding  their  children,  find  themselves  cut  off 
from  all  chance  of  earning:  a  sense  of  decent  pride  prevents 
them  from  applying  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor;  they  come  to 
the  committee  in  the  confidence  of  a  Just  claim,  and  learn  with 
dismay  that  the  wood  has  all  been  distribnled.  We  have  felt 
with  pain  the  appeals  of  these  sufferers,  and  sighed  at  our  ina- 
bility to  meet  their  limited  requests.  We  have  taxed  our  visiters 
to  make  up  sums  for  the  purchase  of  small  quantities  of  wood, 
until  we  are  ashamed,  and  at  this  moment  we  have  before  us 
the  appeals  of  _/ii)e  mothers,  whn  have  each  from  two  to  four 
children  sick  with  the  scarlet  fever,  while  not  one  of  them  is 
the  owner  of  a  stick  of  wood. 

The  mayor  of  Baltimore  offered  for  a  loan  of  ,f  17.'i,000,  at  5 
per  cent,  such  as  had  been  speedily  taken  up,  at  a  larize  pre- 
mium, on  former  occasions.  The  lime  to  receive  proposals  ex- 
pired on  the  30th  ult.  There  was  only  one  offer,  and  that  for  an 
inconsiderable  amount. 

It  is  said  that  bills  on  England  have  been  sold  at  5  per  cent. 
discount,  at  New  York, /or  cash!  This  is  at  the  rate  of  492  cents 
lo  the  pound  sterling.  The  rcai  par  is  about  488.  The  legal 
par  480.  The  5  per  cent,  discount  has  reference  lo  the  old  law 
which  called  the  £slerling  444. 

The  Salem  Mercury,  of  a  late  date,  says — "It  was  reported 
last  evening  that  a  great  manufarturing  company,  ensagcd  in 
the  working  of  iron,  had  failed  for  the  enormous  amount  of 
$800,000. 

The  voice  of  Pennsylvania  in  May,  1832.  The  followinp  re- 
solution passed  thfi  leeislnfure  of  Penn.sylvania  unanimousty: 

'^Resolved,  hy  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  connected  as  the 
procpertty  of  avrtcvltvke  and  NAWtrr  actcrec  are  with  the  sue- 
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cessAil  financial  operations  and  tound  currency  of  the  country. 
we  view  il>e  speedy  reciiartering  of  tlie  bank  of  the  Unitea 
States  aa  of  vita.!,  imfortance  to  the  puldic  welfare." 

MEMORIALS,  &C. 

The  Baltimore  memorial,  very  nunieiouisly  signed  by  the  bu- 
siness population  of  the  city,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites,  tins  been  forwarded  to  Washington,  by  a  coinmillee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  conveying  it — pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  Exchange  on  Thursday  last. 

A  multitudeof  the  signers  of  the  Philadelphia  memorial,  pray- 
ing for  a  return  of  the  deposites,  &c.  assembled  at  the  Musical 
Fund  Hall  on  the  3(1  inst.  After  the  iHeeting  was  organized,  it 
appeared  that  10,259  signatures  had  already  been  obtained;  and 
Caleb  Cope,  esq.  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
previous  meeting  to  lake  charge  of  the  memorial,  stated  that,  so 
far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  meeting  extended,  no  minor  had 
been  permitted  to  sign,  and  that  all  were  freemen  speaking  in 
"the  fearless  tones  of  Ireemen." 

Mr.  Cope  then  proceeded  to  state  the  occupations  of  the  sign- 
ers, all  which  were  annexed  to  their  names.  We  shall  give 
this  list  as  a  curiosity. 

72-2  manufacturers;  504  weavers;  1,118  merchants;  256  tailors; 
858  boot  and  shoe  makers;  251  grocers;  185  draymen,  carters 
and  porters;  268  watchmakers,  silversmiths  and  jewellers;  149 
tanners,  curriers  and  leather  dealers;  432  clerks  and  account- 
ants; 146  blacksmiths  and  stovemakers;  441  carpenters;  2U5 
store  keepers;  241  printers;  119  lamp  and  instrumental  makers; 
228  laborers;  97  ironmongers;  150  druggists;  224  hatters;  84  at- 
torneys; 105  cabinet  and  chairmakers;  102  umbrellaiiiakers; 
188  brickmakers,  bricklayers  and  plasterers;  60  stone  cutters; 
82  physicians;  74  lumber  merchants;  281  fanners  and  millers; 
94  innkeepers  and  livery  stnblekeepers;  53  saddle  and  harness- 
makers;  57  painters  and  glaziers;  153  booksellers  and  station- 
ers; 33  coachmakers;  37  brushmakers;  51  coopers;  62  ship  car- 
penters, riggers,  ropemakers  and  sailmakers;  34  combmakers; 
4!i  coppersmiths  and  tin  workers;  48  brokers;  53  bakers;  34  to- 
bacconists; 20  brewers;  21  auctioneers;  47  coal  and  flour  deal- 
ers; 78  mariners  and  watermen;  57  engravers;  35  teachers;  16 
sugar  refiners;  18  distillers;  30  iron  masters;  439  mechanics  in 
various  other  branches;jl,718  citizens,  including  artists,  build- 
ers, engineers,  publishers,  shipwrights,  paper  liangers,  gilders, 
Iron  founders,  turners, upholsterers,  wheelwrights, tallow  chand- 
lers, butchers  and  others,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
signatures,  to  which  the  signers  have  annexed  their  respective 
professions  and  occupations.    Making  10,2.59. 

A  committee  of  24  was  appointed  to  take  the  memorial  to 
Washington. 

An  incident  occurred  (says  the  United  States  Gazette)  during 
the  address,  that  may  be  considered  worthy  of  notice.  Mr. 
Scott  was  remarking  upon  the  attempts  made  by  certain  pft- 
sons  to  drown  the  voice  of  public  complaint,  by  declaring  that 
there  was  no  suffering,  no  distress  in  the  community,  when 
someone  in  the  crow<l  exclaimed,  "judge  fTiiAins."  As  soon 
as  the  noise  had  subsided  which  was  consequent  upon  this 
"palpable  hit,"  Mr.  Scott  continued— "Yes,  Mr.  President,  was 
the  honorable  gentleman  just  mentioned  by  the  person  on  the 
floor,  now  present,  we  could  satisfy  him  that  there  is  very  great 
pecuniary  distress— we  would  give  him  satisfaction  in  the  voice 
of  the  people;  and,"  continued  the  speaker,  pointing  to  the  list 
of  names  festooned  along  the  four  sides  and  across  the  centre  of 
the  hall,  "we  could  afford  him  the  occular  proof  by  pointing  to 
the  hand  writing  on  the  wall.^' 

"And  a  Daniel,"  said  some  of  the  crowd,  "will  see  and  ex- 
pound it  to  him." 

A  delegation  from  the  mechanics  and  artisan!>  of  New  York 
have  arrived  at  Washington,  bearing  a  numerously  signed  me- 
morial in  favor  of  a  return  of  the  deposites.  It  is  said  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  employing  mechanics,  &c.  in  that  city,  have  affix- 
their  names  to  this  paper. 

A  second  meeting,  the  call  for  which  was  signed  by  about  600 
persons  of  the  highest  respectability  in  Pittsburg,  was  to  be  held 
on  the  6th  inst.  with  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites— 
probably  caused  by  some  remarks  made  in  the  senate  by  Mr. 
Wilkins.  There  seems  to  be  only  one  party  in  this  matter, 
which  is  the  business-doing  party.  The  former  memorial  from 
Pittsburg  was  signed  by  about  2,500  citizens. 

W^e  attempted  to  keep  a  list  of  the  meetings  of  the  people 
held  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  besides  those  which 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  more  particularly  mentioned,  but  have 
laid  it  aside  on  account  of  its  imperfections.  It  contains,  how- 
ever, 30  or  40  names  of  places  in  Virginia,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
&c.     We  also  notice  5  or  6  meetings  held  on  the  other  side. 

The  anti  bank  memorial  at  New  York,  is  said  to  have  ten 
thousand  names  upon  it. 

MARYLAND  FINANCES. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  the  Mary- 
land house  of  delegates  has  been  received.  It  recapituliites 
briefly  the  details  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  last  year, 
and  the  estimates  for  the  present— made  in  the  treasurer's  re- 
port—and suggests  expedients  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  A 
summary  of  these  particalars  may  be  useful  for  reference. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  1833,  including  the  cash 
balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  were 
$568,913  02,  and  the  actual  expenditures  $537,082  74.  Upon 
this  balance  of  $31,830,28  there  are  claims  for  unsatisfied  ap 
propriations  to  the  amount  of  $42,967— exhibiting  an  actual  de- 
ficit of  $11,136  82- 


For  the  year  1834,  the  receipts  are  estimated  at  $245,580  14, 
and  the  expenditures  at  $264,523  73,  exhibiting  a  further  deficit 
of  $18,943  59.     7N)tal  deficit  $30,080  41. 

To  meet  this  excess  of  charges  upon  the  current  year,  several 
expedients  are  proposed,  in  preference  to  any  resort  to  direct 
taxation:  A  sale  of  the  right  reserved  to  the  state,  of  >^ubscrip- 
tion  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland;  tho 
negotiatiun  of  a  temporary  loan,  to  be  u^^ed  only  in  case  of  the 
deficiency  of  actual  cash;  and  the  limitation  of  the  present  Ees- 
sion  ot  the  legislature  to  the  fourth  of  March  next,  at  the  latent. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  will,  according  to  estimate,  be  saved  by 
this  last  limitntion.  'i'he.«e  temporary  measures  are  recom- 
mended in  the  expectation  that  the  improved  revenue  from  the 
invested  property  of  the  state,  will  supersede  the  necesoity  of 
any  permanent  provision  to  increase  the  state  taxes. 

The  common  free  school  fund  of  the  state,  invested  in  pro- 
ductive capital,  is  $97,300;  the  free  school  fund  of  the  counties 
so  invested,  is  $50,168  66;  the  uninvested  balance  of  cash  is 
.$17,017  09— making  together  $164,485  75,  as  the  aggregate  of 
the  state  school  funds — of  which  the  receipts  for  the  year  were 
$16,172  23. 

1'he  aggregate  of  the  productive  capital  of  the  sinking  fund 
for  the  redemption  of  the  debt  for  the  tobacco  in.<;pection  ware- 
houses, the  penitentiary,  the  university  and  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  stock,  is  $51,156  13. 

The  productive  cajdtal  of  the  stale,  in  stocks  and  cash  on  in- 
terest ($335,104  74),  loans  and  bonds,  amounts  to  $993,859  80 
— which  is  worth  an  average  premium  of  ten  per  cent.  The 
revenue  from  that  capital  is  $51,516  58. 

The  unproductive  capital — con.-isting  of  stocks,  bonds,  &c. 
which  yet  pay  no  interest,  amounts  to  $1,217,442  76. 

The  aggregate  capital  in  the  treasury,  therefore,  at  par  value, 
is  $2,151,302  56. 

This  does  not  include  the  real  property  belonging  to  the  state 
in  public  buildings,  the  government  offices,  hospital,  university, 
penitentiary,  wharves,  warehouses,  &,c.  nor  the  appropriations 
made  for  public  objects,  the  cleaning  out  of  the  harbor  of  Balti- 
more, the  Washington  monument.  Sic.  ail  which  would  amount 
to  several  millions  more.  [American. 

THE  NEW  YORK  BANKS,  &c. 

The  annual  I'eport  of  the  bank  conimissioners  of  New 
York  has  just  heen  made  to  the  k-gislature  of  the  state. 
We  take  the  following  items  from  an  abstract  presented 
in  the  Commercial  Advertiser: 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  banks  of 
this  state,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834:— 


RESOCRCES. 

Specie  ....  $2,196,957 
Bank  notes  .  .  .  5,623,522 
Cash  items  .  .  .  844,tW7 
Stocks 121,249 


Discounted  debt 


8,785,765 
46,496,49J 


$55,282,257 


LIABILITIES. 

Circulation      .     .    $15,402,705 
Dividends,  unpaid  186,168 

State  of  New  York 

canal  fund  .  .  .  2,650,911 
Individual  deposites  8,402,739 
United  States    do.      2,409,533 

Loans 694,108 

Balance  due  banks    .  1,184,055 


$30,930,217 

The  commissioners  estimate  the  amount  of  bank  notes  In 
circulation  in  the  United  States,  at  $86,000,000.  Of  specie  in 
banks,  at  $20.000,000— and  of  do.  in  circulation,  at  $12,000,000. 
[Of  the  $20,000,000  specie  in  the  banks,  the  United  States  bank 
has  more  than  $10,000,000.  Of  course  more  than  all  the  four 
hundred  state  banks  in  the  Union.] 

The  aggregate  capital  of  the  state  banks  account  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  is  $9,920,260.     Circulation,  $10,396,171. 

The  commissioners  are  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  from  seven  to  six  per  cent. 

The  commissioners  prefer  increasing  the  capitals  of  existing 
institutions,  rather  than  the  creation  of  new  ones.  And  they 
recommend  that  no  new  banks  be  incorporated  with  a  less  capi- 
tal than  $200,000. 

The  average  circulation  of  $100,000  banks,  is  about  $160,000; 
of  $200,000  banks,  $240,000;— while  banks  of  $.300,000  and  up- 
wards, can  seldom  keep  more  than  the  amount  of  their  capitals 
in  circulation. 

The  aggregate  capital  of  all  the  state  hanks;  is  $27,846,460. 

The  safety  fund  amounts  now,  to  $290,000. 

MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

As  the  finale  of  the  article  published  in  'Jie  lant  Register 
under  this  head,  we  give  the  following  from  the  official  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Maryland  bouse  of  delegates  on  the 
29th  inst. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  taking  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  preamble  and  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Sellmnn, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the  papers  relating 
to  a  theatrical  exhibition  being  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  mem- 
bers; 

When  Mr.  Merrick  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned,  upon  which  the  question  was  put,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company. 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  that  the  said  report  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  the  6th  day  of  Fe- 
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bruary  next.  Upon  which  the  question  was  put,  and  resolved 
jn  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  tliat  the  house  adjourn.  Determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  constderafion  of  the  order  of  llic 
day,  bein'T  the  preamhie  and  res^ohjlions  sultmitted  by  Mr.  Sell- 
man,  vvilh  the  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the  papers 
relating  lo  a  theatrical  exhibition  beiny  laid  on  the  desks  of  the 
;jnembe«. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SifFord,  the  resolution  heretofore  offered 
by  liim  was  withdrawn. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fassitt,  the  resolution  heretofore  offered 
Ijy  him  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hairjs  then  moved  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  said 
j-eport: 

"ilesoZtico',  That  Ihe  statement  (printed  on  a  hand  bill,  and 
.commented  on  in  several  newspapers  in  ti)is  state)  that  the 
house  of  delegates  had  extended  their  patronage  to  a  theatrical 
exhibition,  is  entirely  false." 

Which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Burchenal  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

"  j^FAereas,  a  string  of  resolutions  iiave  been  submitted  tend- 
ing to  censure  the  printer  to  this  house,  for  some  remarks  made 
in  his  paper  relative  to  a  play  bill  vviiich  was  laid  on  the  t:.l)les 
of  the  members;  and  whereas,  the  gentlemen  vvho  submitted 
.the  said  resolutions  admit  that  the  same  had  been  submitted 
without  proper  reflection, 

^•Resolved,  T\i-dt  the  resolutions  and  all  action  had  on  the 
same  by  tiiis  house  be  e.^:pungud  from  the  journals." 

Which  having  been  r«ad; 

The  question  was  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  offer- 
.ed  by  Mr.  Burchenal,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  otlereri  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

"Resolved,  That  all  proceedings  relative  to  a  certain  play  bill 
laid  upon  the  desks  of  the  members  of  this  house  on  a  certain 
day  during  the  present  session,  he  expunged  from  the  journals 
of  this  house,  except  this  resolution." 

Which  having  been  read,  the  question  was  put,  "will  the 
house  adopt  the  said  sul)stilute;"  determined  in  tlie  negative. 

Mr.  Willson  then  moved  to  refer  the  whoJe  subject  to  the  first 
day  of  June  next. 

On  which  the  question  was  put,  and  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Bruff  then  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Resolved,  ns  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  editor  of  the 

Maryland  Republican  did  not,  in  his  paper  of  the inst.  in 

his  notice  of  a  caption  on  a  certain  play  bill,  cast  any  reflection 
by  implication  or  otiierwise,  on  the  dignity  of  this  house,  and 
that  this  house  denies  having  extended  its  patronage  to  any 
tiiealrical  exhibition. 

Which  having  been  read;  the  question  was  put,  '''will  the 
house  adopt  the  said  substitute."    Determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pratt, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  appeared  as  follows: 

Jlffirmcdive—Mei^srs.  Heard,  Sothoron,  flarris,  Hayne,  La- 
A-ielie,  M.  F.  Smith,  Merrick,  Hawkins,  Dulany,  Miller,  of  C. 
Hillen,  Bruff,  Dudley,  Handy,  Griffith,  Wright,  of  Dorchester, 
Nicols,  Gantt,  Pratt  Brewer,  Burgess,  Moores,  Charles,  Carter, 
of  Caroline,  Burchenal,  Jones,  of  Bait.  Willson,  White,  Bruce, 
Ridgely— 30. 

Negative— Messrs.  Wright,  speaker,  Millar,  of  Kent,  Gale, 
llurtt,  Sellman,  Linthicuui,  Wfuifield,  Snowden,  F.  Smith, 
Wailes,  Ely,  Carroll,  Horjiey,' Spencer,  Hyland,  Evans,  Knight, 
:Dav.  Scott,  Roberts,  Larlimor*--,  Smith,  of  Wor.  Dale,  Purnell, 
Schley,  Unkefer,  Palmer,  Sifford,  Johns,  Nelson,  Fountain, 
Pert"goy,  Mann,  Wharton,  Grove,  Humrickhouse,  Berry— 37. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Determined  in  the 
>negative. 

Mr.  Harris  then  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  offered  by 
him,  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  commented  on  in  several 
.newspapers  in  this  stale." 

Upon  wliich  the  question  was  put,  and  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Determined  in  tlie 
aiegative. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  put  on  the  adoption  of 
ithe  original  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  resolved  in  the 
.affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 
and  appeared  as  follows: 

^jJlrmaHve—Mf.fiprs.  Wright, speaker,  Harris, Millar.of  Kent, 
iliirit,  Sellman,  Linthicum,  Warfield,  Snowden,  F.  Stnith, 
Wailes,  Hillen,  Ely,  Carroll,  Horney,  Spencer,  Griffith,  Evana, 
Knight,  Day,  Scott,  Roberts,  Larrimore,  Smith,  of  Worcester, 
Dale,  Purnell,  Schley,  Unkelier.  Palmer,  Sifford,  Johns,  Nelson, 
Fountain.  Pere<roy,  Mann,  Wliarton,  Grove,  Humrickhouse, 
Willson,  Hruc«,"Ridgely,  Berry— 41.    - 

Negative — Messrs.  Heard,  Sothoron,  BIakistone,Gale,  Hayne, 
Laveille,  M.  F.  Smith,  Merrick,  Hawkins,  Dulany,  Millar,  of 
<;harles,  Bruff,  Dudley,  Handy,  Wri'^ht,  of  Dorchester,  Nicols, 
jGantt,  Pratt,  Brewer,  Burgess,  Moores,  Charles,  Carter,  of.Ca- 
roline,  Burchenal,  Jones,  of  Baltimore,  White— 25. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Determined  in  the 
^negative. 

Mr.  Moores  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  Determined  4n 
»the  negative. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  that  the  house  mljourn.  Determined  in 
,^Ue  Jieg'ilivc 


The  question  was  then  put,  "will  the  house  assent  to  the  re- 
solution."   Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  lOo'cIock. 

(^■=''Wv.  are  much  tempted  to  add  some  sketches  of  the  de- 
bates in  the  house  bearing  upon  tlie  proceedings  above  detaileiJ 
— as  rf  ported  in  (he  "Maryland  Republican."  But  they  are  not 
worth  the  while.  "Obsta  iirincipiis!"  One  ill-advised  st^-p  lefS 
the  house  into  a  train  of  difficulties  not  easily  disposed  of.  It 
should  be  observed,  however,  that  all  parties  see'med  to  agree, 
that  the  editor  of  the  "Republican,"  (who  is  also  printer  lo  the 
state),  is  an  honorable  man,  and  that  he  did  "not  intend  to 
commit  the  offence  imputed  to  him."  He  committed  no  offence. 
But  if  he  had  so  intended,  («nd  we  know  him  well),  he  would 
have  sustained  himself.  The  yeas  and  nays  do  not  shew  the 
true  state  of  the  question.  Some  of  those  in  the  negative,  on 
the  final  vote,  were  so  because  opposed  to  any  action  on  the 
subject. 

— '"v^S  @  9***"— 
THE   POPE  vs.  DON  PEDRO. 

The  Courier  la  Meuse,  a  Catholic  journal,  contains  the  text 
of  the  pope's  allocution  in  the  last  consi.?tory  of  the  cardinals, 
of  which  the  Augsburg  Gazette  has  already  spoken.  Allhongh 
rathei  long,  we  give  this  document  as  a  curious  act  in  the  times 
in  which  we  live: 

"Venerable  brethren— It  is  extremely  painful  and  afflicting  to 
us  to  have  to  communicate  to  you  things  full  of  sadness,  but  the 
grief  that  overwhelms  us  is  so  great  that  we  cannot  help  imparl- 
ing it  to  you,  who  are  called  upon  to  share  the  burthen  of  our 
administration,  and  by  opening  our  heart  to  you  to  seek  some 
relief.  The  subject  of  our  complaint  is  known,  the  public  jour- 
nals have  even  communicated  it  lo  the  world,  and  all  well  dis- 
posed persons  must  have  fell  a  sentiment  of  horror  and  indigna- 
tion. You  already  comprehend,  venerable  brethren,  that  we 
are  about  to  speak  of  the  acts  of  the  government  established  at 
Lisbon  towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  July,  in  this  year,  the 
object  of  which  was  the  overthrow  of  all  that  is  most  sacred  m 
the  church,  as  well  as  the  very  serious  evils  with  which  religion 
is  visited  in  that  kingdom,  cited,  until  now,  as  a  model  of  devo- 
tion and  fidelity  to  the  Catholic  faith,  lo  the  holy  see,  and  to  the 
Roman  pontiffs,  our  predecessors,  a  kingdom  which,  as  is  meet, 
has  alwayis  felt  it  an  honor  to  obey  its  sovereigns  distinguished 
by  \.\\K  i\i\G  o?  most  faithfalldngs.  We  confess  that  we  could 
not  at  first  believe  what  report  and  public  rumor  related  upon 
enterprises  so  audacious,  but  the  unexpected  return  to  Italy  of 
him  who  represented  us  in  the  said  kingdom  as  apostolical  nun- 
cio, and  the  most  poj,itive  testimony  of  many  persons,  soon 
convinced  us  that  what  had  been  previously  announced  to  us 
was  but  too  true. 

"It  is  then  as  certain  as  it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  that  the 
above  mentioned  government  has  unjustly  driven  away  him 
who  represented  our  person  and  the  holy  see,  commanding  him 
to  quit  the  kingdom  without  the  least  delay.  But  after  so  gross 
an  insult  offered  to  the  holy  see,  and  to  us,  the  audacity  of  these 
perverse  men  has  been  carried  still  further  against  the  Catholic 
church,  against  ecclesiastical  property,  against  the  inviolable 
right  of  the  holy  see.  Considering  that  all  these  measures  have 
been  exercised,  almost  at  the  accession  of  a  new  power,  and  in 
consequence  of  a  conspiracy  prepared  beforehand,  our  mind  is 
filled  with  horror,  and  we  cannot  refrain  from  tears.  All  the 
public  prisons  have  been  opened,  and,  after  having  let  those 
who  were  detained  there  go  forth,  they  have  thrown  into  them, 
in  their  place,  some  of  those  of  whom  it  is  wriimn,  touch  not  my 
annointed.  Laymen  have  rashly  arrogated  to  themselves  a  pow- 
er over  sacred  things;  they  have  proclaimed  a  general  reform  of 
the  secular  clergy,  and  of  religious  orders  of  both  sexes. 

"Thus  the  privilege  of  ecclesiastical  faith  has  been  destroyed 
by  law.  Here  nuns,  there  whole  communities  of  monks  have 
been  driven  from  their  monasteries,  the  novices  of  all  the  estab- 
lishments have  received  orders  to  quit  them,  and  it  is  enjoined 
that  no  fresh  ones  are  to  be  received.  All  ecclesiastical  patron- 
age is  to  be  abolished;  and  th«  government  has  reserved  to  it- 
self alone  the  right  of  presentation  to  benefices  and  to  ecclesi- 
astical offices.  A  law  also  forbids  any  one  to  be  admitted  into 
holy  orders.  The  diocesan  ordinaries,  and  monks,  or  nuns,  who 
do  not  obey  the  article  of  the  new  reform,  which  subjects  con- 
vents to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  ordinaries,  as  well  as  all  the 
ecclesiastics  of  the  secular  and  regnlar  clergy,  whom  their  at- 
tachment to  the  preceding  government  had  caused  to  be  remov- 
ed from  the  place  of  their  benefices,  monasteries  or  hospitals, 
are  to  be  publicly  declared  rebels  and  traitors,  and  subjected  to 
legal  punishments.  It  is  even  decreed  that  every  convent,  where 
they  may  be  received,  shall  be  suppressed,  and  that  judicial 
proceedings  shall  be  instituted  against  the  prelates  vvho  may 
have  received  them  into  their  churches,  as  being  accomplices 
in  the  same  crime. 

"I.s  it  necessary  to  say  more.^"  To  these  acts,  so  odiou.s,  and 
so  contrary  to  the  Catholic  profession,  others  are  added.  All  the 
bishoprics  conferred  by  us,  according  to  the  nomination  of  the 
govevnment  then  in  power,  have  been  declared  vacant,  and  it 
has  been  ordained,  that  all  those  who  have  obtained  any  bene- 
fice, or  any  ecclesiastical  office,  in  this  way,  are  absolutely  to 
renounce  making  nse  of  any  such  title;  they  are  declared  de- 
prived of  all  right  to  its  charges,  and  if  they  do  not  obe.y,  they 
will  be  declared  rebels  and  traitors,  and  treated  as  such.  Again, 
to  fill  up  the  measure  of  insult  against  the  church,  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  holv  see,  they  have  abolished  the  august  tribunal 
of  the  apostolical  nunchitiire,  and  subjected  to  a  lay  trilxui*al 
.Uiose  causes  on  which  it.lias  liithorto  prononnacd. 
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"All  these  measures,  by  which,  as  you  clearly  perceive,  the 
most  sacred  lawrf  of  tlie  church  have  been  coriteoined,  and  its 
divine  power  trodden  under  foot,  at  the  same  time  that  llie  rights 
which  belong  to  it  alone  have  been  u:*urped,  and  the  order  and 
constitution  upon  which  God  hini.self  hath  founded  it,  abolish 
ed,  have  done  an  injury  to  the  Catholic  religion  which  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  express.  Nevertheless,  that  which  princi- 
pally afflicts  us  is  that  those  acts  and  measures  have  evidently 
for  Iheir  aim  to  break  every  bond  of  union  willi  that  venerable 
chair  of  the  blessed  Peter,  which  Jesus  Christ  has  made  the 
centre  of  unity,  ami  thus  llie  society  of  communion  being  once 
broken,  to  wound  the  church  by  tlie  most  pernicious  schism. 
In  fact,  how  can  there  be  unity  in  the  body,  when  the  members 
are  not  united  to  the  head,  and  do  not  obey  it.''  And  how  can 
this  union  and  obedience  be  comprehended  in  a  country,  where, 
without  mentioning  other  things,  they  drive  from  their  sees  the 
bishops  legitimately  instituted  by  him  to  whom  it  appertains  to 
assign  pastors  to  all  the  vacant  churches,  because  the  divine 
right  grants  to  him  alone  the  primacy  of  jurisdiction,  and  the 
plenitude  of  power. 

"Ijut  we  ought  not  to  omit  to  say,  that  these  culpable  acts 
have  afflicted  us  so  much  the  more,  as  we  ought  little  to  have 
expected  that  such  conduct  would  have  been  pursued  towards' 
us,  after  the  course  we  took  in  the  political  troubles  of  Portugal; 
for  we  have  taken  the  utmost  care,  as  you  know,  to  avoid  what- 
ever might  excite  hatred  against  ourselves,  and  against  the  holy 
see,  or  give  rise  even  to  the  shadow  of  suspicion.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  duties  of  our  universal  apostolate,  and  the  keeping  of 
the  flock,  which  has  been  confided  to  us  by  the  Prince  of  Pas- 
tors, forced  ijs  to  exercise,  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  religion, 
and  according  to  ttie  principal  charge  of  our  pontificate,  the  sa- 
cred rights  with  whicii  we  are  invested;  and  as  this  right  and 
our  office  came  to  us  from  God,  nothing  could  make  an  en- 
croachment thereon,  neither  the  difference  of  times,  nor  the  vi- 
cissitudes of  politics.  Woe  be  to  us,  if,  misled  by  any  motive 
derived  from  the  prudence  of  llie  age,  we  had  abandoned  the 
cause  of  the  church,  of  religion  and  the  salvation  of  souls! 

•<But,  on  the  other  hapd,  in  the  situation  of  Portugal,  amidst 
those  vigorous  struggles  for  the  sovereign  power,  we  believed 
that  we  ought  to  do  nothing  that  might  injure  the  rights  of  any 
one.  Thus,  we  took  care  to  publish  a  constitution,  beginning 
with  these  words:  SolicUudo  ecclesiarum,  in  which,  grounding 
ourselves  upon  the  authority  and  conduct  of  our  predecessorc- — 
marching  in  the  traces  of  the  ancient  sovereign  pontiffs — follow- 
ing also  the  esaujple  of  him  who  recently  preceded  us,  we  de- 
clared, in  terms  express,  and  calculated  to  exclude  all  strange 
iHterpretation,  that  our  intention  was  neither  to  add  any  thing 
to,  nor  to  retrench  any  tiling  from,  the  rights  of  any  one  what- 
ever, but  only  to  do  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  we  ought  at  all 
times  to  do  it,  according  to  our  apostolical  charge. 

"To  this  end,  as  we  could  not  endure  without  the  deepest 
mortification  the  acts  we  have  mentioned,  and  as  we  justly  re- 
gard tlietn  as  unworthy  outrages  offered  to  us-,  and  the  apostoli- 
cal see,  we  have  hastened  to  inform  by  writing,  according  to 
custom,  the  ambassadors  and  ministers  of  foreign  powers,  re- 
siding near  us,  of  the  expulsion  of  our  nuncio  from  Lisbon,  in 
order  that  tliey  may  make  it  known  to  their  sovereigns,  and  that 
thus  the  truth  of  the  fact.-i  distorted  by  the  public  papers  may  b<» 
fully  established.  But  we  have  deferred  until  this  day  to  speak 
to  you  of  all  these  things,  in  order  to  do  it  solemwly  in  this  as 
sembly  For  this  reason,  venerable  brethren,  we  expressly  pro- 
claim that  we  absolutely  reprobate  all  the  decrees  issued  by  the 
aforesaid  government  of  Lisbon  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
church,  of  i,ts  holy  ministers,  of  the  ecclesiastical  law,  and  holy 
see  prerogatives;  we,  therefore,  declare  them  to  be  null  and  of 
no  effect,  and  expressing  our  most  serious  complaints  against 
the  audacious  measures  we  have  referred  to,  we  declare  that  in 
exercising  the  duties  of  our  office  and  with  God's  help  we  will 
oppose  ourselves  as  a  wall  for  the  house  of  Israel,  and  show  our 
selves  in  the  combat  at  the  day  of  the  Lord,  as  the  interests  of 
religion  and  the  gravity  of  circumstances  may  require. 

"For  the  rest  we  place  this  cause,  which  is  the  cause  of  God 
himself,  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord.  Supported  by  the  powerful 
aid  of  Him  who  best  loves  to  manifest  his  wisdom  and  his  pow- 
er by  drawing  good  out  of  evil,  rather  than  by  not  permiltinii 
any  evil  at  all,  we  firmly  trust  that  he  will  bring  back  to  a  bet- 
ter way  of  thinking  those  whose  actions  cause  the  church  to 
groan  under  the  weight  of  such  heavy  evils,  and  that  we  shall 
thus  avoid  the  necessity  so  painful  to  our  paternal  heart,  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  those  spiritual  arms  with  which  God  has  invest- 
ed our  apostolic  ministry.  Deign,  O  God!  Father  of  light  and 
mercy,  to  realize  our  hopes.  And  you,  my  venerable  brethren, 
come  with  us  in  full  confidence  to  the  throiu!  of  grace,  in  order 
to  obtain  that  mercy  and  find  that  grace  in  the  favorable  succor 
of  the  Lord,  which  we  have  prayed  and  continued  to  pray  for 
without  ceasing." 

[It  is,  however,  stated  in  the  papers  that  the  pope  has  since 
recognized  Donna  Maria  as  queen  of  Portugal.] 

THE  RIOTS  T7P0IV  THE  CANAL. 
We  are  glad  to  learn,  from  the  Hagerstown  Torchlight,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  ha.»  been  concluded  between  deputies  from  the 
hostile  parties  among  the  canallers;  which  was  brought  about 
by  the  active  intervention  of  the  leading  gentlpmen  of  the 
rieighborhood.  This  treaty  was  concluded  at  Willif?msport  on 
the  27lh  January,  and  duly  signed  by  the  respective  ambassa- 
dors. As  we  consider  it  somewhat  of  a  novelty  in  diplomatic 
history,  and  at  the  same  time  constituting  a  precedent  which 


may  be  advantageously  resorted  to  in  civil  wars  in  all  time  to 
come,  we  do  ourselves  the  pleasure  lo  spread  it  at  large  before 
our  readers,  as  follows: 

The  following  is  a  copy  oj  the  treaty  of  peace,  made  and  conclud- 
ed, at  fVilliainsport,  on  the  '21th  day  of  January,  1834,  between 
the  Corkoidans  and  Lan^ford  men,  the  two  contending  parties 
On  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

IVhereas  great  commotions  and  divers  riotous  acts  have  re- 
sulted from  certain  misunderstandings  and  alleged  grievances, 
mutually  urged  by  two  parties  of  laborers  and  mechanics,  en- 
gaged on  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  na- 
tives of  Ireland;  the  one  commonly  known  as  the  Longford 
men,  tlie  other  as  the  Corkonians;  and  whereas  it  has  been 
found  that  these  riotous  acts  are  calculated  to  disturb  the  public 
p(,ace,  without  being  in  the  least  degree  beneficial  to  the 
parties  opposed  to  each  other,  but  on  the  contrary  are  produc- 
tive of  great  injury  and  distress  lo  the  workmen  and  their  fa- 
milies— 

Therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  representatives  of  each  par- 
ty, have  agreed  to,  and  do  pledge  ourselves  to  support  and  car- 
ry into  etTect  the  following  terms  of  the  agreenif  nt: 

We  agree,  for  ourselves,  that  we  will  not,  either  individually 
or  collectively,  interrupt,  or  suffer  to  be  interrupted  in  our  pre- 
sence, any  person  engaged  on  the  line  of  the  canal,  for  or  on 
account  of  a  local  difference  or  national  prejudice,  and  that  we 
will  use  our  influence  to  destroy  all  these  matters  of  difference 
growing  out  of  this  distinction  of  parties,  known  as  Corkonians 
and  Longfords;  and  we  further  agree  and  pledge  ourselves  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  to  inform  on  and  bring  to  justice,  nny 
person  or  persons  who  may  break  the  pledge  contained  in  this 
agreement,  either  by  interrupting  any  person  passing  along  or 
near  the  line  of  canal,  or  by  secretly  counselling  or  assisting 
any  person  or  persons  who  may  endeavor  to  excite  riotous  con- 
duct among  the  above  parties;  and  we  further  bind  ourselves  to 
the  state  of  Maryland,  each  in  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to 
keep  the  peace  towards  the  citizens  of  the  state.  In  witness 
thereof,  we  have  hereunto  signed  our  names,  at  Williamsport, 
this  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty four. 


Timothy  Kelly, 
William  O'Brien, 
Michael  Collins, 
John  Bernes, 
7'homas  Bennett, 
Michael  Driscoll, 
Jeremiah  Donovan, 
John  Natnack, 
Garret  Donahue, 
Patrick  McDonald, 
James  Slaman, 
John  O'Rrien, 
Edward  Farretl, 
Thomas  Hill, 


Michael  Tracy, 
Thomas  Mackey, 
James  Riley, 
Daniel  Murrey, 
Murty  Dempsey, 
James  Carroll, 
Thomas  Cunningham. 
Fathu.  S.  McDade, 
James  Clarke, 
Michael  Kain, 
P.itt  Purejl, 
Willip.m  Moloney, 
Wm.  Brown, 
Peter  Conner, 


Signed  before  us,  two  justices  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  Wash- 
ington county  and  state  of  Maryland,  this  27ih  dnv  of  January, 
1834.  CHARLES  HESELTINE. 

WILLIAM  BOULLT. 
—».♦■©  @  ®^. — 
INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Viri^inid, — Norfolk,  January  9,  1834. 

Sir— By  one  of  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  this  place,  recently  held,  (a  copy  of  which  re- 
solutions I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith),  you  will  per- 
ceive that  it  becomes  my  duty,  "to  communicate  to  you  the 
thanks  of  that  meeting,  for  your  honest,  though  ineffectual  ef- 
fort to  preserve  the  public  treasure  from  the  invasion  of  the 
federal  executive;  and  to  assure  you,  that  in  the  retirement  to 
which  your  independence  has  driven  you,  you  possess  their 
best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  happiness. 

My  fellow  citizens  could  not  have  imposed  upon  me  any  task, 
in  tiie  performance  of  which  I  should  have  derived  more  sa- 
tisfaction. Although  personally  unknown  lo  you,  I  have  watch- 
ed, with  keen  anxiety,  the  course  you  have  pursued  under  the 
late  trying  circumstances  in  which  you  found  yourself  most 
unexpectedly  placed;  and  let  me  add,  that  I  have  witnessed  the 
result,  so  far  as  this  concerns  your  character,  with  a  delight  pro- 
portioned to  the  anxiety  which  the  occasion  naturally  inspired. 
You  have  set  a  noble  example,  sir,  which  must  be  useful  in  our 
country.  Solitary  and  unsustained  by  any  friendly  support,  yet 
unmoved  by  persuasion,  nnseduced  by  flattery  and  unawed  by 
power,  you  have  faithfully  done  what  you  believed  to  be  your 
duty,  knowing  well  the  fate  which  awaiitjd  you  for  the  consci- 
entious expression  of  your  opinion,  in  a  matter  confided  by  the 
law  to  your  sole  discretion,  and  deeply  involving  the  public 
faith  and  the  public  intere!«t.  If  I  differed  with  you  in  every 
opinion  you  have  expressed,  I  should  still  admire  the  modest 
but  manly  firmness  you  have  manilested,  under  such  circum- 
stances; and  should  still  applaud  that  holy  patriotism,  which 
induced  you  to  prefer  what  you  thought  to  be  the  good  of  your 
country,  to  all  other  considerations.  But  concurring  with  you 
as  I  do  entirely,  in  each  and  every  one  of  the  opinions  you 
have  announced  as  yours,  although  my  admiration  of  your  con- 
duct may  not  be  greater,  yet  the  pleasure  I  feel  is  much  in- 
creased. The  charge  imputed  to  you,  is  that  you  have  preferred 
Rome  to  C.-esar,  your  country  to  your  friend.  Such  an  accu.sa- 
tion  is  a  compliment;  the  conviction  an  honor  you  have  well 
deserved;  and  whatever  maybe  the  penalty  of  such  supposed 
guilt,  your  own  approving  conscience  and  the  applauding  syna- 
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pathy  of  many  of  your  fellow  citizens  must  give  to  you  heartfelt 
consolation. 

Although  this  is  my  own  language,  sir,  yet  I  am  very  con- 
fident that  it  expresses  truly,  tlie  feelings  and  opinions  of  tiiose 
whose  organ  1  am,  who  have  seen  personified  in  you,  that 
proud  independence  of  thought  and  action  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  admire,  and  winch  they  delight  to  cherish,  as  the 
sole  means,  under  the  protection  of  Providence,  by  which  our 
rights  and  liberties  can  be  preserved. 

Most  cordially,  sir,  do  i  unite  with  my  fellow  citizens,  in  of- 
fering you  our  best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  happiness, 
while  you  may  remain  in  the  retirement  to  which  you  have 
been  driven  because  of  the  independent  assertion  of  your  legal 
irighls.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
LITTLETON  W.  TAZEWELL. 

To  William  J.  Dumie,  escj. 

Philadelphia,  January  15,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
"letter  of  the  9th  instant,  communicating  to  me,  by  the  desire  of 
the  citizens  ot  Norfolk,  their  thanks  for  my  conduct,  in  endea 
voring,  "to  preserve  the  public  treasure  from  the  Invasion  of 
the  federal  executive." 

It  was  in  the  political  school  in  wliich  Virginia  had  so  many 
eminent  men,  that  I  was  taught,  that  the  highest  human  obliga- 
tion of  a  public  agent,  is  duty  to  his  country:  so  that  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  any  portion  of  the  people  of  your  patriotic 
state,  especially  through  one  of  its  most  distinguished  sons,  is 
peculiarly  grateful  to  my  heart,  for  it  satisfies  me,  that  I  have 
not  strayed  from  the  path,  which  has  been  abandoned  by  so 
many  others. 

In  a  free  state,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen,  to  watch  the 
conduct  of  those,  who  are  invested  with  power;  and  it  was  con- 
sistent with  your  character  to  do  so,  with  keen  anxiety,  in  my 
case  under  the  circumstances  which  followed  my  entry  into 
office.  Out  of  my  own  stale,  1  had  occupied  no  station,  in 
which  I -might  have  had  an  opportunity  to  make  known  my 
principles; and  enough,  it  seems,  was  known  ofthe  characteris- 
tics of  others,  to  arouse  the  fears  of  those,  who  have  a  know- 
ledge of  human  nature,  and  of  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  re- 
publics. Far  from  regretting,  that  eyes,  so  competent  as  yours 
were  to  scrutinize,  were  fixed  upon  me,  I  rejoice  at  your  sur- 
pervision,  since  I  am  indebted  to  it  for  the  lofty  praise  that  you 
have  bestowed  upon  me;  praise,  which,  whilst  it  greatly  ex- 
ceeds my  merit,  consoles  me  under  defamation,  as  merciless  as 
it  is  unmerited. 

Of  the  extent  of  my  information,  or  the  soundness  of  my 
judgment,  upon  the  questions,  in  relation  to  which  I  diflfered  in 
opinion  from  the  president,  it  does  not  become  me  to  speak; 
but  in  the  pride  of  truth,  I  may  say,  that  you  have  not  over- 
rated the  purity  of  my  motives,  or  the  sincerity  of  my  convic- 
tions; and  I  cannot  err,  in  adding,  that  further  explanation  must 
make  this  more  evident,  if  that  is  possible.  To  give  a  further 
explanation,  many  public  and  private  appeals  have  been  made 
to  me,  a  circumstance  at  wliieh  I  ought  not  to  be  surprised.  If 
I  had  felt  such  resentment,  as  the  course  pursued  towards  me 
was  well  calculated  to  excite,  I  would  have  long  since  arraign- 
ed the  conduct  of  others,  and  challenged  an  inquiry  into  my 
own,  but,  I  believed,  that  personal  in(hg;nation  alone,  however 
just,  did  not  warrant  a  display  of  ministerial  transactions;  and 
that  the  disclosures  of  ex-secretaries,  usually  made  under  ex- 
citement, were  not  calculated  to  create  respect  for  our  institu- 
tions abroad,  or  to  confirm  attachment  to  them  at  home.  Many 
grave  questions  were  connected  with  my  case,  and  I  was  un- 
willin;:,  by  any  reference  to  them,  to  afford  a  pretext  for  saying, 
that  I  had  an  inclination  to  affect  the  action  of  congress;  be- 
sides the  disinclination  to  separate  in  feelings  of  discontent, 
from  friends  still  attached  to  the  president,  I  had  a  repugnance, 
even  to  repel  the  blows  of  one,  whom  [  had  so  long  supported, 
espacially  as  I  considered  him  the  victim  of  unworthy  influen- 
ces and  unhappy  passions.  So  confident,  indeed,  was  I,  ofthe 
propriety  of  my  course,  whilsl  in  office,  that,  if  I  had  not  been 
ofircially,  falsely  and  malignantly  assiiiled,  1  would  have  pre- 
served the  silence  which  f  had  imposed  upon  myself,  on  my  re- 
tirement to  private  life.  The  ri^'ht  of  private  correspondence, 
I  exercised;  but  in  the  extracts,  from  two  letters,  which  were 
published  without  my  consent,  there  is  no  trace  of  resentment, 
much  less  of  malignity;  nor  is  there  a  sentiment  in  them  in  re- 
lation Ui  tlie  chief  niagi.strate,  which  I  am  not  ready  to  main- 
cain  by  fact  and  argument. 

If  I  may  not,  even  on  this  occasion,  advert  to  the  incidents 
of  my  brief  official  career,  it  seems  to  be  due  to  you,  that  I 
should  not  leave  the  subject  wholly  unnoticed.  The  service 
which  r  was  asked  to  perform,  seems  not  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood. The  official  reasons  for  performing  what  I  refused 
to  eteciKe,  do  not  emiirace  an  explanation,  which  1  consider 
<Jue  to  mype^f,if  not  to  the  people  or  their  representatives.  The 
true  nature  of  the  service  required,  consisted,  not  in  the  mere 
net  of  roinoving  the  deposites,  but  in  removing  them,  from  an 
<mwillincness  to  await  the  actiofl  of  congress,  or  to  resort  to 
the  appropriate  agency  of  the  judiciary,  upon  queiitions  con- 
nected with  the  bank  of  the  United  States — not  in  the  mere 
■enb-slitHtion  of  one  fiscal  agent  for  another,  hut  in  exercising, 
for  penal  ends,  «  power  given  solely  (or  conservative  purposes. 
Hostile  as  I  was  to  the  bank,  and  willing  as  F  was  to  invest! 
ffate  the  transactions  of  its  officers  in  the  strictest  manner,  in 
the  legitimate  way,  I  perceived  that  a  co-operation,  in  the 
«ehem«  proposed,  would  be  incoasistetu  with  my  duty  as  a 


public  agent,  my  principles  as  a  citizen,  and  my  sympathiec  as 
a  man.  And,  although,  owing  to  my  friendship  for  the  presi- 
dent, and  my  anxiety  to  be  certain  tliat  1  was  right,  I  kept  my- 
self open  to  conviction,  still  my  tirst  impressions  ren)ained  un- 
changed to  the  end.  If  1  had  thought  proper  to  resign,  I  might 
have  received  the  mission  to  Russia,  on  the  spontaneous  assur- 
ance of  the  executive  himself;  but  I  could  not  favor  a  change, 
which  was  at  variance  with  my  duty,  and  which  would  have 
given  scope  for  plausible,  if  not  just  reproach.  On  the  contra- 
ry, released,  as  1  finally  was,  from  all  obligation  of  delicacy,  by 
acts  so  wanton  as  to  have  meditated  insult  stamped  upon  their 
front,  I  determined,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  me,  to  preserve 
the  public  "treasure  from  the  invasion  of  the  federal  execu- 
tive," by  not  voluntarily  relinquishing  its  guardianship  confer- 
red on  me  by  the  law. 

Recurring  to  the  past,  I  find  nothing  on  my  part  to  reprove. 
I  did  not  profess  to  he  a  courtier,  or  to  be  free  from  the  influ- 
ence of  feelings,  which,  perhaps,  become  private,  rather  than 
public  life.  To  the  last  moment  I  struggled  to  beheve,  that  Jhe 
weapons  with  which  I  was  assailed,  were  in  unseen  hands, 
and  that  they  were  employed,  not  on  account  of  an  hostility  on 
my  part,  which  never  existed,  towards  the  president,  but  be- 
cause 1  was  his  true  friend,  striving  to  frustrate  a  purpose,  in- 
jurious to  his  country  and  his  own  fame,  and  which,  if  success- 
ful, could  serve  those  only,  who  hold  places  that  belonged  to 
better  men. 

Sir,  if  there  ever  was  a  man,  associated  with  the  president, 
who  had  a  fonder  desire  than  another,  to  win  him  back  to  the 
observance  of  early  professions— to  lead  him  to  the  perform- 
ance, on  his  own  part,  of  what  he  had  recommended  to  one 
of  his  predecessors — to  aid  him  in  increasing  his  fame,  by  ele- 
vating the  character  of  his  country  abroad,  and  reconciling  his 
countrymen  to  each  other  at  home — humble  as  I  may  be,  I  aver 
that  I  was  that  person.  Whether  I  mistook  the  character  of 
the  chief  magistrate,  or  he  forgot  himself,  ii  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  know,  that,  whilst  apart  from  duty  to  the  public,  I  had  no 
motive  to  resist  his  will,  there  was  every  inducement  to  retain 
his  friendship.  But  much  as  I  preferred  his  confidence  to  a 
heartless  proscription,  on  the  loss  of  it,  I  dared  not  do,  what  if 
done.rtught  to  have  deprived  me  of  his  favor,  and  of  my  own 
esteem. 

That  I  have  the  support  of  your  weighty  opinion,  not  only 
upon  the  main  question,  but  on  other  points,  on  which  my  sen- 
timents have  been  made  known,  is  a  source  of  sincere  pleasure 
to  me.  It  is  possible,  and  barely  so,  that  when  the  main  ques- 
tion was  first  unexpectedly  presented  to  me,  I  may  have  ex- 
pressed some  sentiment,  in  which  you,  or  some  of  your  fellow 
citizen?  may  not  concur;  if  so,  1  have  a  guarantee  for  liberality 
in  the  wishes  for  my  welfare  and  happiness,  which  you  have  so 
eloquently  and  feelingly  expressed. 

Those  wishes  I  accept  with  due  sensibility;  I  will  cherish  a 
remembrance  of  them  to  the  latest  moments  of  my  existence; 
and  until  then  shall  not  cease  to  desire  that  you  and  your  fellow 
citizens  may  have  all  the  rewards,  that  are  merited  by  patriotic 
citizens  and  generous  men.  With  the  utmost  respect,  I  am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  J.  DUANE. 

Hon.  L.  W.  Tazewell. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 

January  30.  Mr.  PFrig/it  submitted  to  the  senate  reisolulions 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  approving  ofthe  course  of  the  secre- 
tary ofthe  treasury  with  regard  to  the  removal  ofthe  deposites. 
Mr.  W.  in  presenting  tite  resolutions,  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

I  hold  in  my  hand,  Mr.  President,  and  am  about  to  ask  leave 
to  present  to  the  senate,  certain  proceedings  of  the  legislature 
of  my  state,  in  which  that  body  expresses  its  sentiments  in  re- 
gard to  the  removal,  (as  it  is  called),  of  the  public  moneys  from 
their  deposite  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  made  by  order 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  in  regard  to  the  recharter  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  in  regard  to  the  existing 
pressure  upon  the  money  market  in  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, with  its  views  of  the  character  and  causes  of  that  pressure; 
and  in  which,  also,  that  legislature  expresses  its  pleasure  as  to 
the  course  which  the  representatives  of  the  state,  upon  thia 
floor,  shall  pursue,  when  called  to  act  upon  these  questions. 

In  presenting,  a  few  days  since,  the  proceedings  of  limited 
portions  of  the  people  of  their  respective  states  upon  the  same 
subjects,  honorable  senators  took  occasion,  no  doubt  properly, 
to  inform  the  senate  ofthe  number,  character  and  standing,  po- 
litical as  well  as  personal,  of  those  whose  sentiments  they 
laid  before  us;  to  tell  us  as  well  who  they  were,  as  who  they 
were  not.  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  while,  following 
the  example  set  me,  I  detail  some  facts  in  relation  to  the  body 
whose  proceedings  it  has  become  my  duty  to  jtresent,  tending 
to  show  the  extent  to  which  the  proceedings  themselves  claim 
the  respectful  attention  of  congress. 

The  whole  number  of  members  allowed  by  ths  constitution 
of  the  stale  of  New  York  to  its  legislature,  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  members  of  assembly  and  thirty- two  senators. 
The  members  of  assembly  are  appointed  to  the  fifty  five  coun- 
ties of  the  state  aeoordiiii;  to  their  respective  population,  and 
the  whole  tenitoiy  is  divided  into  eight  districts  for  the  election 
of  senators,  each  district  having  four,  and  electing  one  of  the 
four  every  year.  The  procesdings  which  I  am  about  to  pre- 
sent, were  passed  in  the  house  of  assembly  by  a  vote  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  for,  to  nine  against,  and  the  senate  by  a 
I  vote  of  thirty-tbrcc  for,  to  five  against  tlieui;  thus  showing  th« 
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very  Unusual  occurrence,  that  of  tlie  one  hundred  and  sixty 
liieinbers  elected  by  tlie  people  to  that  legislature,  one  liiuidred 
and  fifty-five  were  present  and  acting  upon  these  interesting 
and  important  questions. 

But,  sir.  if  this  unexampled  strength  and  unanimity  of  ex- 
pression he  entitled  to  weight,  and  it  surely  must  be,  while  au- 
thentic evidence  of  public  opinion  is  allowed  an  influence  in 
our  deliberations,  that  weight  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  aitending  the  expression.  All  these  mem- 
bers of  the  popular  branch  of  that  legislature,  and  eight  of  the 
tliirty-lwo  senators,  were  elected  duiinglhe  first  week  in  No- 
vember last,  one  full  month  alter  the  change  of  the  deposites, 
while  the  vote  shows  that  more  than  thirteen  to  one  of  (he 
members  of  assembly  voted  for,  while  but  one  of  the  eight  se- 
nators, thus  elected,  voted  against  the  resolutions.  Still  the 
strength  of  this  vote,  taken  as  an  expression  of  public  opinion, 
will  be  mucli  increased  by  an  examination  of  its  terilorial  dis- 
tribution. 

It  is  well  known  here,  and  throughout  the  country,  that  the 
«,xtreme   western  district  of  the  state  of  New  York,  has  been 
unliappily,  but  most  severely,  agitated,  in  consequence  of  an 
outrage,  several  years  since  committed  against  the  liberty,  and 
probably  upon  the  life  of  a  citizen.    The  effects  of  this  outrage 
have  been,  Jiot  only  the  engendering  of  the  most  bitter  domestic 
feuds,  but  the  partial  establishment  of  a  geographical  line  of 
separation  in  feeling  between  that  and  the  other  sections  of  the 
state,     ft  is,  however,  a  source  of  high  gratification  to  myself 
to  be  able  to  state,  as  1  trust  it  will  be  of  pleasure  to  all  liberal 
uiinded  men  to  learn,  that  this  unnatural  warfare  of  feeling  is 
most  rapidly  subsiding;  that  the  deep  wounds  which  have  been 
created  by  it,  in  the  social  relations  of  that  otherwise  highly 
favored  section  of  the  state,  are  healing  fast,  and  that  the  tinie  is 
H«t  distant  when  the  evidence  of  its  existence  and  effects  will 
etittrely  disappear.     In  this  section  of  the  state,  however,  not 
an  expression  of  complaint  as  to  a  pecuniary  pressure  has  been 
lieard,  and  from  the  best  advices,  1  believe  that,  at  this  moment, 
its  business  relations  of  every  description  are  in  a  more  prosper- 
ous and  easy  condition  than  they  have  ever  before  been.     Yet 
to  the  west  and  north  west  must  we  look  for  every  vote  against 
the  resolutions,  and  to  this  section  alone  for  eleven  out  of  the 
(fourteen  of  these  votes.    The  remaining  three  are,  with  one 
exception,  senators  not  elected  at  the  election  of  November 
Jast,  but  in  previous  years,  and  all  are  located  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  present  pressure;   in  the  agricultural,  not  in  the  com- 
mercial sections.     In  those  portions  of  the  state  embracing  our 
great  commercial  emporium,  (and  which  I  think  I  may.  without 
arrogance  or  presumption,  style  the  con»mercial  emporium  of 
the  United  States),  and  the  extensive  cities  of  Hudson,  Albany, 
Troy,  Schenectady  and  Utica,  and  an  almost  endless  number 
of  incorporated  trading  towns  and  villages,  all  surrounded  by  a 
dense,  intelligent  and  watchful  population,  amounting  together 
to  at  least  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  souls,  there  was 
iiot  found  a  single  member  of  the  popular  branch  of  that  legisla- 
ture absent  from  his  seat,  or  not  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity 
recording  his  name  in  favor  of  the  resolutions.     Of  the  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  members  composing  this  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  city  of  New  York  alone 
elects  eleven,  and  that  every  representative  from  that  city,  in 
either  branch  of  the  state  legislature,  responds  to  the  resolutions 
which  I  now  lay  before  the  senate. 

Of  the  members  of  this  legislature,  personally,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  speak.  The  situations  they  hold  and  their  public 
acts  are  the  legitimate  evidence  of  the  capacity  and  respecta- 
bility of  the  individuals.  It  is  as  the  organ,  upon  this  occasion, 
of  this  deliberative  body,  representing  as  they  do,  two  millions 
of  freemen,  nearly  the  one-sixth  part  of  the  entire  population 
of  the  union;  a  population  too,  as  commercial,  nay,  ^ir,  I  may 
say  more  commercial,  and  employing  more  capital  than  any 
other  portion  of  the  country,  and  collecting  and  paying  into  the 
national  treasury  fully  one-third  of  its  whole  revenues;  a  people 
having  as  deep  a  stake,  pecuniary  and  otherwise,  in  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country  and  as  firmly  and  ardently  devoted  to  its 
welfare  as  any  other  equal  portion  of  its  citizens;  it  is  as  the 
organ  of  such  a  body,  representing  such  a  people,  that  I  submit 
to  the  senate  this  part  of  their  public  proceedings — that  I  ask  to 
place  their  almost  unanimous  opinions  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
president,  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  United 
States  bank,  upon  your  files,  by  the  side  of  similar  expressions 
from  the  states  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey,  also  by  the  side  of  dif- 
ferent expressions  from  portions  of  the  people  from  Boston  and 
New  Bedford  in  Massachsetts;  of  Salisbury,  in  North  Carolina, 
and  Newark,  in  Now  Jersey,  and  such  other  expressions  of 
opinions  as  are,  or  as  may  come  before  the  senate  upon  the 
same  subjects;  and  at  this  interesting  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  our 
common  country,  I  respectfully  solicit  from  the  senate  that 
consideration  for  these  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  niy 
state,  which  a  liberal,  just  and  unprejudiced  estimate  of  the 
views  and  feelings  of  any  respectable  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
the  country  may  demand,  and  no  more. 

Here,  sir,  I  might  resume  my  seat, .and  I  should  do  so  with 
pleasure,  were  it  not  that  a  part  of  what  I  have  felt  to  be  an  im- 
perative duty  upon  this  occasion  remains  to  be  performed. 

In  presenting  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  a  portion  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  the  honorable  senator  from  Massachusetts 
availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  express  his  own  views  ns 
to  the  existence  of  a  public  pressnvp.  of  its  cause,  and  of  the 
npt>ropriate  mode  of  relief.  He  went  further,  sir,  and  called  upon 
all,  aud  et-peciall}'  upon  those  who  sustain  the  admiuiatratlon 


upon  this  floor  in  relation  to  the  change  of  the  deposites,  to 
give  their  views  as  to  the  future  as  well  as  the  present  posture 
of  the  pecuniary  aftairs  of  the  country.  As  an  individual,  and 
as  one  considering  it  one  of  my  higiicst  duties  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  this  measure,  I  am  ready  to  respond  to  the 
senator  with  entire  frankness:  but  in  thus  aceepiing  his  call  I 
must  not  be  understood  as  for  one  moment,  entertaining  the 
vain  impression  that  opinions  and  views  pronounced  by  me 
here,  or  elsewhere,  will  acquire  any  importance  because  they 
are  my  opinions  and  my  views.  I  know  well,  sir,  that  my 
name  carries  not  with  it  authority  any  where,  but  I  also  know 
that  so  far  as  I  may  entertain  and  shall  express  opinions  wliicli 
are,  or  which  shall  be  found,  in  accordance  with  the  enlighten- 
ed public  opinion  of  this  country,  so  far  they  will  be  sustained 
and  no  farther. 

Following  then,  Mr.  President,  the  example  which  has  been 
set  for  me,  I  shall  abstain  from  a  discussion  of  controverted 
points,  so  far  as  tliatcan  be  done,  and  enable  me  to  state  un- 
reservedly my  opinions,  and  to  make  my  views  intelligible. 

inrst,  then,  as  to  the  fact  of  an  existing  pressure  upon  th» 
money  market,  I  believe  that  the  recent  extensive  and  sudden 
curtailment,  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  facilities 
for  credit,  wiiich  had  before  been  lavished  upon  the  community, 
has  caused  very  considerable  embarrassment  to  those  in  our 
commercial  cities,  who  had  extended  widely  their  moneyed 
operations,  and  who  had  made  themselves  dependent  upon 
these  facilities;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  that  these  iu- 
conveniencies  have  been  in  an  unimportant  degree,  either  di- 
rectly or  consequentially,  extended  to  other  classes  of  citizens. 
I  therefore  believe  further,  that  the  extent  of  the  pressure  ha* 
been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  the  motives  for  that  exagge- 
ration are  to  be  found,  primarily,  in  the  belief  that  the  present 
administration  may  be  brought  into  disfavor  with  the  people, 
and  n»ay  be  overthrown  through  the  agency  of  the  panic  which 
is  attempted  to  be  gotten  up,  and  secondarily,  in  the  hope  that 
the  same  panic,  if  successfully  produced,  may  subserve  the  in- 
terests of  the  institution  by  which  it  has  been  and  is  to  be 
raised. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  pressure,  I  concur 
fully  with'  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  that  it  is  an  error 
to  attribute  it  to  the  mere  fact  of  the  change  of  the  deposites. 
The  reasons  he  has  assigned  for  that  opinion  are  sufficient.  They 
might  be  amplified  and  enforced,  but  it  is  unnecessary  upon  the 
present  occasion.    Past  experience,  concurring  facts,  and  the 
nature  of  the  transaction,  all  combine  to  demonstrate  that  such 
a  change  would  not  necessarily,  draw  after  it  such  a  result.    I 
concur  also  with  the  honorable  senator,  (Mr.  Webster),  in  the 
position  that  the  evil  complained  of  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  positions  which  the  go- 
vernment, the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  state  banks 
have  heretofore  occupied  relatively  towards  each  other,  and  to 
the  acts  which  have  followed  that  change.    These  positions,  as 
at  present  existing,  are  pronounced  by  the  honorable  senator  to 
be  false.    That  the  attitude  which  the  bank  of  iheUniied  States 
has  chosen  to  assume  towards  the  government  and  the  state 
banks  is  a  false  position  I  most  cheerfully  admit,  but  that  there 
has  been  any  thing  in  the  conduct  of  either  the  government  or 
the  state  banks  to  justify  or  even  excuse,  that  attitude,  I  deny, 
and  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  to  attempt  to  disprove,    from 
the  government  directly  no  loans  could  be  obtained  or  were  ex- 
pected, and  it  was  well  known  that  the  stale  banks  which  have 
been  selected  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  had  extend- 
ed their  loans  many  millions,  and  to  the  utmost  limit  authoris- 
ed by  the  public  deposites  in  their  vaults.    It  is  neither  shown 
nor  pretended   that  the  other  state  banks  have  curtailed  their 
loans,  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  the   deposites,  except 
when  the  curtailments  by  the  hank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches  have  compelled  them  to  do  so.    We  have,  however, 
record  evidence  from  itself  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  curtailed  its  loans,  since  the  first  doy  of  August  last,  and  up 
to  the  first  day  of  December  last,  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
$■9,697,000,  and  all  this  curtailment  has  taken  place  in  the  entire 
absence  of  any  revulsion  in  trade,  of  any  scarcity  in  the  coun- 
try, or  any  otiier  peculiar  cause  of  embarrassment  existing,  or 
anticipated.    We  need  not  then  grope  in  the  field  of  speculation 
for  the  cause  of  the  present  pressure.     It  stands  before  us  re- 
corded in  letters  and  figures  which  cannot  lie,  and  which  leave 
us  witiiout  excuse   for  misunderstanding,  or  for  affecting  to 
misunderstand  it. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  motives  for  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
hank,  I  have  already  siid,  I  deny  that  a  justifiable  one  is  to  be 
found  either  in  the  conduct  of  the  government,  or  of  the  state 
hanks,  towards  it;  and  1  repeat  the  assertion.  Whether  or  not 
this  curtailment  of  its  business  has  been  rendered  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  hank  in  consequence  of  former  mismanagement, 
T  need  not  inquire,  inasmuch  as  the  bank  itself,  and  all  its 
friends  and  supporters,  here,  and  elsewhere,  most  strenuously 
deny  that  its  present  condition  furnishes  any  necessity  for  in- 
creased nteans.  I  have  looked  carefully  into  the  instructions 
originally  given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  state 
brinks  in  relation  to  the  course  to  he  pursued  by  them  towards 
the  hank  of  the;  U.  States,  and  I  find  there  noliiing  to  warrant 
an  apprehension  that  any  dispo?iiion  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
government  to  injiirf  thf  hank,  or  to  embarrass  it  in  the  pros- 
secution  of  its  lawful  business.  I  have  examined,  with  equal 
care,  the  instructions  given  in  regard  to  the  transfer  draught?, 
and  the  circtinistance«  under  which  they  were  to  be,  and  were 
in  fact,  used.    And  these  acts  of  the  government,  taken  in  con« 
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ne;(ion  with  the  large  amount  of  money  still  left  in  the  bank, 
and  which,  upon  a  different  supposition,  would  assuredly  have 
been  also  withdrawn,  I  hold  to  furnish  undeniable  evidence 
that  no  disposition  was  entertained  or  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  government  to  wrong  this  institution.  The  only  design 
evinced  was  to  exercise  a  legal  right,  reserved  by  the  charter, 
to  change  the  deposites,  and  to  continue  an  uncompromising, 
to  be  sure,  but  constitutional  opposition  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank.  That  for  these  eonstituttonal  and  legal 
acts,  it  has  pleased  the  bank  to  wreak  its  ven<jeance  upon 
the  community,  I  neither  allege  nor  believe:  That  the  state 
l»anks  have  made  the  slightest  hostile  n)ovements  against  it, 
neither  is  nor  can  be  pretended.  What,  then,  is  the  motive 
for  this  rapid  curtailment.''  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
Mr.  President,  that,  in  the  language  of  the  resolutions  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  it  is  to  be  found,  and  found  only,  in  an  attempt 
of  tlie  bank,  "at  a  time  of  general  prosperity,  to  produce  pecu- 
niary distress  and  alarm,  and  in  exercising  its  power  with  a 
view  to  extort  a  renewal  of  its  charter  from  the  fears  of  the 
people."    So  much  for  the  pressure,  and  the  causes  of  it. 

I  will  now  consider  the  remedy  for  ilie  evil  which  the  senator 
proposes.    Leavingthe  discussion  of  every  thing  constitutional, 
political  and  expedient,  the  senator,  with  his  usual  tact,  goes 
directly  to  the  matter  in  hand;  and  with  the  utmost  confidence 
he  tells  us  that  the  remedy  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  butin  the  recharterof  the  present  bank.  What- 
ever else  may  be  said  of  this  avowal,  it  must,  at  least,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  it  does  credit  to  the  candor  of  the  senator.     For 
myself,  1  thank  him,  and  the  country  will  thank  him  also.    It 
is  time,  Mr.  President,  high  time,  that  things  should  be  called 
by  their  right  names  in  relation   to  the  depending  controversy; 
that  the  veil  with  which  it  has  hitherto  been  attempted  to  dis- 
guise the  subject,  should  be  torn  off,  and  that  the  people  should 
know  what  is  the  question  which  is,  in  fact,  occupying  the  at- 
tention of  congress.    This  being  done  by  the  declaration  of  the 
senator,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  we  may  hereafter  be,  if  we 
have  not  heretofore  been,  aided  by  contributions  of  public  senti- 
ment, so  far  as  the  senate  may  think  proper  to  allow,  influences 
of  that  sort  to  enter  into  its  deliberations.    And,  sir,  [  venture 
the  prediction  that  if  the  expressions  now  upon  our  files,  or 
those  which  shall  hereafter  be  placed  there,  as  evidences  of 
public  sentiment,  shall  be  examined,  it  will  appear  that  the 
good  sense  and  ingenuity  of  the  senator  in  devising  this  re- 
medy, has  only  placed  him   upon  a  level  with  the  common 
opinion  of  the  whole  community,  as  to  the  real  question  in  dis- 
pute: that  every  paper  favoring  the  views  of  the  o[)ponents  of 
the  administration,  has  and  will,  expressly  or  impliedly,  recog- 
nise the  fact  that  the  question  before  the  public  is  "bank  or  no 
bank,"  and  that  the  real  issue  has  that  direction,  not  the  dis- 
position of  the  government  deposites.    A  petition  for  recharter 
is  a  mere  matter  of  form  which  can  at  any  time  be  brought 
forward.    A  few  days,  or  even  a  few  hours,  are  sufficient  for 
that  object,  and  we  ought  not  to  permit  ourselves  to  doubt  that 
such  a  petition   will   be  forthcoming,  or  not,  according  to  the 
decision  of  this  merely  incidental  question,  now  made  to  as- 
sume the  place  and  importance  of  the  real  issue. 

But,  Mr.  President,  while  1  highly  approve  of  the  open  and 
manly  ground  taken  by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  I  differ 
with  him  toto  caelo  as  to  the  remedy  he  proposes.  There  is  no 
inducements  which  can  prevail  upon  n)e  to  vote  for  the  rechar- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  I  would  oppose  this  bank 
upon  the  ground  of  its  flagrant  violations  of  the  high  trusts  con- 
fided to  it;  but  my  objections  are  of  a  deeper  and  graver  charac- 
ter. I  go  against  this  bank,  and  against  any  and  every  bank  to 
be  incorporated  by  congress,  whether  to  be  located  at  Philadel 
phia,  or  New  York,  or  any  where  else  within  the  twenty-four 
independent  states  which  compose  this  confederacy,  upon  the 
broad  ground  which  admits  not  of  compromise,  that  congress 
has  not  the  power,  by  the  constitution,  to  incorporate  such  a 
bank. 

I  may  be  over-sanguine,  Mr.  President,  but  I  do  most  firmly 
believe  that,  in  addition  to  the  invaluable  services  already  ren- 
dered to  his  country  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  he 
is,  under  Providence,  destined  still  to  render  her  a  greater  than 
all,  by  being  mainly  instrumental  in  restoring  the  constitution 
of  the  country  to  what  it  was  intended  to  be  by  those  who  form- 
ed it,  and  to  what  it  was  understood  to  be  by  the  people  who 
adopted  it.  In  relieving  that  sacred  instrument  from  those  con- 
etructive  and  implied  additions  under  which  congress  have 
claimed  the  right  to  place  beyond  the  reach  of  the  people,  and 
without  responsibility,  a  moneyed  power,  not  merely  dangerous 
to  public  liberty,  but  of  a  character  so  formidable  as  to  set  itself 
in  open  array  against,  and  to  attempt  to  over  rule,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  I  believe  the  high  destiny  is  yet  in  store 
for  that  venerable  man,  of  disproving  the  exalted  compliment 
long  since  paid  him  by  the  great  apostle  of  republicanism,  "that 
he  had  already  filled  the  measure  of  his  country's  glory,"  and 
that  he  is  yet  to  accomplish,  what  neither  Thomas  JeflTerson  nor 
his  illustrious  successor  could  accomplish,  by  adding  to  the 
proof  which  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  afford,  that  his 
country  is  invincible  by  arms,  the  consolatory  fact  that  there  is, 
at  least,  one  spot  upon  earth  where  written  constitutions  are 
rigidly  regarded.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  work  which  the  presi- 
dent has  undertaken,  and  upon  the  success  of  which  he  has, 
with  his  usual  moral  courage,  staked  the  hard  earned  fruits  of  a 
glorious  life,  is  full  of  difficulty.  I  know  well  that  it  will  put 
me  fortitude  and  patriotism  of  his  countrymen  to  the  sovarest 


as  heretofore,  put  himself  upon  the  fortitude  and  patriotism  o 
a  people  wlio  have  never  yet  failed  him,  or  any  man  who  was 
himself  laithful  to  his  country  in  the  hour  of  peril. 

Of  the  course  wliich  the  state  wliicli  i  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  here,  will  lake  in  tliis  great  contest,  in '^econn^s 
me,  forming  so  humble  a  part  of  its  voice  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  and  known  only  by  the  favors  I  have  received  at  its 
hands,  to  speak  with  great  diffidence.  In  the  resohitions  1  now 
lay  before  the  senate,  it  has  spoken  for  it.<elf  upon  most  of  the 
points  involved.  As  to  the  others,  I  feel  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  character  of  its  people,  and  of  the  known  sentiments  of 
whole  masses  of  its  public  men,  will  justify  me  in  the  confident 
expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  slate  will  kustain  the  execu- 
tive to  the  utmost  in  iliis  Controversy;  and  tliat  1  may  say  to 
Ihose  who  are,  and  long  have  been,  desirous  to  restore  the  con- 
stitution, in  this  regard,  to  its  true  reading,  "now's  tlie  day  and 
now's  the  hour"  for  its  accomplishment.  At  all  evetits,  ]  have 
the  right  to  say,  that  I  will  place  myself  by  the  side  of  the  presi- 
dent, to  the  full  extent  of  the  views  I  have  given,  and  that  I  de- 
sire to  stand  or  fall  with  my  constituents,  as  they  shall  detc/- 
mine  the  result. 

I  have  thus  responded,  and  I  hope  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts will  allow  fully,  to  so  much  of  his  appeal.  I  will  go  on 
sir,  and  cover  the  whole  ground.  He  has  asked,  if  you  will  nei- 
ther recharter  the  present  bank  nor  establish  a  new  one,  what 
will  you  do.  As  an  individual,  sir,  and  speaking  for  niyself  only, 
I  say  I  will  sustain  the  executive  branch  of  the  government,  by 
all  the  legal  means  in  my  power,  in  the  effort  now  making  to  sub- 
titute  the  state  banks  instead  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  as  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  government.  I  believe  they  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  the  object.  I  am  wholly  unmoved  by  the  alarms  which 
have  been  sounded,  either  as  to  their  insecurity,  or  influence, 
or  any  other  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  their  employment. 
I  hold  the  steps  so  far  taken  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  well 
warranted  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  honor  and  best  interests  of  the  country,  imperi- 
ously require  that  they  should  be  fully  sustained  by  the  people, 
and  by  their  rei)resentatives  here. 

That  these  vews  are  correct,  it  is  not  of  course  my  intention, 
at  this  time,  to  attempt  to  show.  In  some  stage  of  the  debate 
upon  this  great  sut)ject,  I  hope,  to  be  able,  without  trespassing 
upon  the  superior  claims  of  others,  to  have  that  opportunity. 

We  have  been  told,  and  told  emphatically,  that  things  cannot 
remain  as  they  are;  that  the  powers  now  vested  in  and  exercis- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are  loo  broad,  and  that  le- 
gislative aid  is  required.  If  I  have  not  misunderstood  the  im- 
port of  remarks,  it  has  also  been  told  to  us  that  such  aid  will  be 
withheld.  To  this,  I  for  the  present  only  answer  that,  things 
are  now,  in  this  respect,  precisely  as  they  were  before  the  in- 
corporation of  the  present  bank;  that  the  same  powers  which 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  then  had,  he  has  still;  that  by  the 
change  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
executive  department  of  the  government  has  been  restored  to 
the  control  over  the  places  fur  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys,  which  it  had  by  law  before  these  moneys  were  deposit- 
ed with  that  institution;  and  that  all  the  law  formerly  existing 
upon  the  subject  is  now  in  full  force  and  wholly  unaltered,  the 
only  effect  of  the  provi.^ion  in  the  charier  of  the  bank  being  to 
suspend  their  operation,  until  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
should  order  and  direct  that  the  deposites  be  made  elsewhere 
than  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank.  I  further  state,  as  my  opinion  of 
the  law,  that  by  the  act  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ordering 
a  change  of  the  deposites,  and  by  that  act  only,  the  full  power 
of  congress  over  the  whole  subject,  has  been  restored. 

If,  then,  the  powers  of  the  secretary  are  too  broad,  as  the  law 
now  stands,  it  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  restrict  them;  while,  if 
the  powers  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  are  not 
now  fully  adequate  to  the  making  and  executing  of  all  needful 
orders,  rules  and  regulations,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  conve- 
nient management  ot  the  public  moneys,  it  is  equally  the  duty 
of  congress  to  legislate  further  upon  th.e  subject.  And  whether 
congress  do  or  do  not  legislate  in  either  case,  is  a  matter  wind- 
ly  between  its  members  and  their  constituents,  for  which  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  is  in  no  way  responsible. 

But,  Mr.  President,  while  I  am  prepared  to  giv«!  to  this  effort 
of  the  government,  to  make  the  state  banks  our  fiscal  agent  for 
the  safe-keeping  and  convenient  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys,  a  full  support  and  a  fair  experiment,  any  effort,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  may,  to  return  to  a  hard  money  currency, 
so  far  as  that  can  be  done  by  the  operations  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  consistently  with  the  substantial  interests  of  the 
country,  shall  receive  from  me  a  cordial  and  sincere  support; 
and  no  one  would  more  heartily  rejoice  than  myself,  to  meet 
with  propositions  which  would  render  such  an  effort  in  any  de- 
gree practicable. 

Still  are  we  told  by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  that 
things  cannot  remain  as  they  are;  that  unless  something,  which, 
according  to  his  views  of  the  subject,  would  afford  relief,  be 
done,  the  pressure,  the  distress,  and  the  agitation,  will  continue. 
I  have  already  stated  the  source  from  which,  and  from  which 
alone,  in  my  judgment,  the  present  pressure  proceeds.  I  have 
stated,  also,  without  reserve,  the  object  which  is,  in  my  opinion, 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  it.  Of  the  correctness  of  my 
conclusions,  the  senate  and  the  country  must  judge.  If  they 
are,  as  I  believe  them  to  be,  well  founded,  it  is  undoubtedly  in 
tlie  power  of  the  bank  to  continue  the  pressure,  and  consequent- 
ly the  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  to  some  extent,  so  long  as  it 


tcBl;  but  I  am  happy  also  to  know  that  he  has,  in  this  instance,  I  .shall  think  it  to  be  for  its  interest,  an4  not  incompatible  with  ita 


Na.ES'  KEGISTEK— FEB.  8,   1834-~DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 


403 


safety  to  do  so.  It  is  not  for  nifi  to  speak  as  with  a  knowledge 
olitsj  intentions  in  this  respect,  and  tlie  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts disclaims  all  ii.torinHtion  upon  the  point.  I  can,  therefore, 
only  state  luy  opinion;  and  it  is,  that  the  hank  has  not  entered 
upon  this  hold  measure  without  liie  deepest  consideration,  and 
that  it  will  not  ahandou  it,  the  design  not  heing  accomplished, 
but  upon  the  must  stern  necessity. 

Yet,  Mr.  Pre^ldent,  1  tru?t  in  God  that  tliat  necessity  will 
soon,  very  soon,  be  made  manilest,  hy  liie  attitude  which  the 
jialion  will  assume  towards  this  daring  and  dangi.'rons  institu- 
tion. The  glorious  American  revolution  was  hut  resistance  to 
moneyed  power — yes,  sir,  to  the  exercise  of  a  moneyed  power, 
withimt  the  consent,  and  beyond  the  reach,  of  the  peo|>le  of  this 
<;ountry.  To  this  our  fathers  opposed  a  stern  and  uncompro- 
mising resistance.  Appeals  were  made  to  their  fears.  Distress 
in  their  pecuniary  atlairs  were  pictured  to  them  in  colors  to 
iiave  deterred  any  but  the  pure  spirit  of  patriotism  and  love  of 
liberty  which  led  them  forward.  Then  the  pictures  were  not 
imaginary  but  real;  the  distresses  were  not  fancy  but  fact.  The 
country  was  not  then  strong  and  rich  and  prosperous,  but  weak 
and  poor  and  disheartened:  and  still  their  march  was  onward. 
They  armed  themselves  upon  the  side  of  their  country,  and 
stood  by  their  government;  and  when  their  hard  and  perilous 
services  were  paid  in  paper,  worth  a  fortieth  or  sixtieth  part  of 
its  nominal  value,  the  representative  of  the  dollar  was  the  dollar 
to  them,  for  it  gave  liberty  to  the  people,  and  freed  them  from 
the  rule  of  avarice.  And  have  we,  their  immediate  descendants, 
so  soon  lost  their  noble  spirit!'  Are  we  to  fold  our  arms  and  obey 
the  dictates  ot  a  moneyed  power,  not  removed  from  our  soij, 
and  wielded  by  stronger  hands,  but  taking  root  among  us:  a 
power  spoken  into  existence  by  our  breath  and  dependant  upon/^ 
that  breath  for  life  and  being.''  Are  our  fears,  our  avarice,  our 
selfish  and  base  passions  to  be  appealed  to,  and  to  compel  us  to 
re-create  this  power,  when  we  are  told  that  the  circulation  of 
the  country  is  in  its  hands.?  That  the  institutions  established 
by  all  the  independent  states  of  the  confederacy  are  subject  to 
its  control,  and  exist  only  hy  its  clemency.''  When  we  see  it 
setting  itself  up  against  the  government  and  vaunting  its  power.'' 
throwing  from  its  doors  our  representatives  placed  at  its  board, 
and  pronouncing  thcin  unskilful,  ungenteel  or  incorrigible.? 
Nay,  Mr.  President,  when  it  lays  upon  our  tables  in  this  cham- 
ber, its  annunciation  to  the  public,  classing  the  president  of  the 
United  States  with  counterfeiters  and  felons,  and  declaring,  that 
as  kindred  subjects,  both  should  receive  like  treatment  at  its 
hands?  I  say,  sir,  are  we  to  be  driven  by  our  fears  to  recharter 
such  an  institution,  with  such  evidences  of  its  power,  and  of  its 
disposition  to  use  that  povver,  laying  before  us  authenticated  by 
the  bank  itself!  Are  we  to  do  this  after  the  question  has  been 
referred  to  the  people  of  the  country,  fully  argued  before  them, 
and  their  decision  pronounced  against  the  bank,  and  in  favor  of 
the  president,  by  a  majority  such  as  has  never  before  in  this  go- 
vernment marked  the  result  of  a  contest  at  the  ballot  boxes.? 

Gentlemen  talk  of  revolutions  in  progress.  When  this  action 
shall  take  place  in  the  American  congress,  then  indeed  will  a 
revolution  have  been  accomplished; — then  will  your  constitu- 
tion have  been  yielded  up  to  fear  and  favor,  and  your  legislation 
be  the  sic  valo,  sic  jubeo,  of  a  bank.  But,  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  distress  myself  with  any  such  forebodings.  I  know  the 
crisis  will  be  trying,  and  I  know  too,  that  the  spirit  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  will  be  equal  to  the  trial.  As  I  read  the  indi- 
cations of  public  opinion,  I  see  clearly  that  the  true  question  is 
understood  by  the  country,  and  that  it  is  assuming  an  attitude 
towards  the  bank  which  the  occasion  calls  for.  Be  assured, 
sir,  whatever  nice  distinctions  may  be  drawn  here  as  to  the 
share  of  influence,  which  expressions  of  the  popular  will  upon 
such  a  subject  are  entitled  to  from  us,  it  is  possible  for  that  will 
to  assume  a  constitutional  shape  which  the  senate  cannot  mis- 
understand, and  understanding,  will  not  unwisely  resist.  The 
country,  Mr.  President,  has  approved  of  the  course  of  the  exe 
cutive,  in  his  attempts  to  relieve  us  from  the  corrupt  and  cor- 
rupting power  and  influence  of  a  national  bank,  and  it  will  sus- 
tain him  in  the  experiment  now  making  to  substitute  the  state 
institutions  for  such  a  fiscal  agent.  I  have  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  the  ultimate  and  complete  success  of  the  trial,  but 
should  it  not  prove  satisfactory  to  the  country,  it  will  then  be 
time  enough  to  resort  to  the  conceded  powers  of  congress,  or  to 
ask  from  the  people  what,  until  every  other  experiment  be  fair- 
ly and  fully  tried,  they  will  never  grant,  the  power  to  establish 
a  national  bank. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  say  a  few 
words.  The  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  "New  York  he 
considered  as  full  of  the  most  portentous  import.  He  consider- 
ed the  declarations  which  had  been  made  this  morning,  as  con- 
veying the  settled  purpose  of  the  administration,  on  the  great 
questions  which  now  agitated  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  explain  that  he  had  given  his  opinions  as 
an  individual,  and  that  he  had  no  authority  to  express  the  views 
of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  perfectly  well  understood  all  the  gentle- 
man's disclaimers  and  demurrers.  But  it  was  from  the  station 
of  the  gentleman,  and  from  his  relations,  that  he  had  adopted 
the  conclusion,  that  every  word  spoken  by  the  gentleman  had 
been  well'considered,  and  the  subject  of  deliberation  with  him- 
self and  with  others. 

Here  then  was  an  annunciation  to  the  whole  country,  in  which 
two  things  were  plainly  set  forth.  1st,  That  the  present  system 
—  if  system  it  was  to  be  called— or  state  of  things,  was  to  le- 
main  unaltered;  that  is,  that  the  public  money  vvaa  to  remain 


under  the  present  disposition  of  the  treasury,  and  the  whole  of 
the  public  revenue  to  be  hereaftercollected  by  the  fiscal  agency 
of  the  banks  selected  by  the  secretary.  That  was  the  first  point.. 
The  gc:ntleman  had  submitted  it  to  the  senate  as  his  explica- 
tion, and  had  declared  his  dfUerinination  to  sup|)ort  the  adini- 
nisiralion  in  carrying  it  through;  and  tin;  gentleman  would  not 
have  adofiled  tlie  explication  without  knowing  the  sc.ntiiiK^nts 
of  the  admiMi.stration  concerning  it.  'J'liere  was  no  plan  for  the 
K!(i;reiice  of  the  whole  matter  to  congress.  There  seemed  to 
be  no  intention  to  adopt  any  system  under  the  prescription  of 
law.  The  effect  of  a  legal  provision  would  be  to  pUce  the  pub- 
lic deposites  beyond  the  power  of  daily  change,  according  to 
the  caprice  of  an  executive  ofi^icer,  by  directing  and  fixing  the 
place  where  tiiey  should  remain.  But  it  was  now  announced 
that  an  experiment  was  to  be  tried,  and  nothing  further  was  to 
be  done  until  the  failure  of  that  experiment. 

There  was  another  thing  which  he  had  learned,  because  it 
was  the  gentleman's  opinion,  and  he  had  the  means  of  enforc- 
ing his  opinion,  and  they  with  whom  he  had  conferred,  and 
Willi  whom  he  acted,  have  the  means  to  enforce  their  opinions, 
that  they  intend  to  direct  against  the  bank  the  faults  which  are 
now  every  where  ascribed  to  the  government.  It  was  to  be  as- 
serted here,  and  made  the  topic  of  declamation  every  where, 
that,  notwilhstaiuling  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  if  the  bank 
had  not  acted  badly,  there  would  have  been  no  pressure  on  the 
country.  The  object  was  to  divert  the  complaint  from  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  fix  it  upon  the  bank.  He  saw  this  intention 
with  great  pain,  and  he  felt  himself  urged  to  make  one  or  two 
lemarks. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  that  new  honors  were  to  be  gained 
by  the  president,  from  the  act  which  he  was  about  to  accom- 
plish. Tliat  he  was  to  bring  back  legislation  to  its  original  li- 
mits, and  that  congress  had  no  power  to  create  a  national  bank. 
He  would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  congress  could  not  char- 
ter a  bank  in  this  little  district,  wliicli  should  operate  every 
where  throughout  the  union.?  Not  the  constitutional  power  to 
create  a  bank!  On  what  did  this  power  rest.?  It  was  merely  a 
power  which  was  granted  and  exercised  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying its  other  powers  into  effect.  A  fiscal  agent  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  government,  and  congress,  under  the 
general  authority  conferred  upon  it,  could  create  that  fiscal  agent 
in  a  bank.  This  the  gentleman  had  denied,  and  had  said  that 
it  was  not  competent  to  congress  to  create  a  fiscal  agent  for  it- 
self, but  that  it  might  employ,  as  fiscal  agents,  institutions  not 
created  by  itself,  but  by  others,  and  which  were  without  the 
control  of  congress.  It  was  admitted  that  the  fiscal  agent  was 
necessary,  and  that  congress  had  the  power  to  employ  it,  but 
congress  could  not  create  it,  but  must  take  such  agents  as  were 
already  created.  He  did  not  know  where  the  gentleman  could 
find  his  authority  for  placing  the  public  money  in  the  state 
banks.  But,  if  there  were  no  state  banks,  as  the  gentleman  ad- 
mitted the  necessity  of  a  bank,  the  gentleman  could  not  hold 
such  discordant  opinions  astoasseit  that  congress  should,  in 
that  case,  create  a.  bank.  For  himself,  he  confessed  he  was  too 
obtuse  to  see  the  distinction  between  creating  a  bank  for  the 
use  of  the  government,  and  taking  institutions  which  were  al- 
ready created.  To  make  and  to  use,  to  make  and  to  hire,  could 
create  no  differences,  except  that  every  consideration  of  pro- 
priety, and  expediency,  and  convenience,  would  require  that 
congress  should  make  a  bank  which  would  suit  its  own  pur- 
poses and  answer  its  own  ends,  and  not  use  other  banks  which 
were  not  created  with  any  such  views,  and  over  which  it  could 
exercise  no  control. 

On  two  or  three  other  points  he  wished  to  say  a  word.  The 
gentleman  differed  from  him  as  to  the  degree  of  pressure  on  the 
country.  He  had  admitted,  that  in  some  parts,  there  was  some 
pressure.  In  large  cities,  he  admitted,  there  might  be  some, 
but  that  every  where  else  the  pressure  was  limited,  would  soon 
be  over,  and  was  greatly  exaggerated.  This  was  all  matter  of 
opinion.  It  was  capable  of  no  proof  or  disproof.  The  avenues 
of  knowledge  were  open  to  all.  He  could  only  say  that  he  dif- 
fered from  the  gentleman  on  this  point.  For  the  last  few  weeks, 
as  he  had  inferred  from  the  letters  he  daily  received,  the  pres- 
sure had  been  gradually  increasing,  and  he  saw  no  chance  of  its 
diminution,  if  no  measures  of  relief  were  adopted  by  the  go- 
vernment. 

But  the  gentleman  had  ascribed  motives.  A  political  crime, 
it  seems,  had  been  committed!  The  gentleman  was  mistaken! 
It  was  to  bring  the  administration  into  disfavor,  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  was  thus  strongly  censured!  The  gen- 
tleman must  have  been  aware  that,  notwithstanding  the  great 
vote  by  which  the  New  York  resolutions  were  carried,  there 
were  many  and  as  ardent  friends  of  the  president,  as  were  to 
be  found  any  where,  who  exceedingly  regretted  the  measure. 
On  this  floor  there  had  been,  for  many  weeks,  as  interesting  a 
debate  on  this  subject  as  had  been  heard  for  these  twenty  years, 
and  he  had  not  heard,  among  all  who  had  supported  the  admi- 
nistration, a  single  senator  say  that  he  approved  the  removal  of 
the  deposites.  He  had  only  heard  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
approach  that  point,  and  he  did  not  contend  that  it  was  a  wise 
act.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mv.  Rives),  not  now  in 
his  seat,  had  not  advocated  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  He 
had  not  met  with  twenty  individuals,  out  of  congress,  who  ex- 
pressed an  approval  of  it — not  among  the  many  thousands  whose 
opinions  he  had  heard,  twenty  who  would  say  that  it  was  a  wise 
course;  but  he  had  heard  individuals  of  ample  means  declare, 
tliat  they  would  rather  have  made  great  sacrifices  themselves, 
than  that  the  deposites  should  have  been  removed. 
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But  it  was  charged  that  the  motive  of  these  movements  on 
account  of  the  pressure  on  the  country,  was  to  bring  the  presi 
dent  into  disgrace.  This  was  a  great  mistake.  Every  body  was 
not  a  politician.  The  mind  of  every  man  in  the  country  was 
not  occupied  about  subverting  one  administration,  and  setting 
up  another.  Tlie  gtntleman  liad  done  great  injustice  to  the 
people.  He  hiuiself  linew  that  great  injustice  was  tlius  done  to 
the  memorialists  from  Boston,  some  of  whom  were  very  ardent 
friends  of  the  president,  and  who  could  liave  been  influenced 
by  no  such  motive  as  was  alliibuted  to  them. 

But,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  bank,  he  thought  he 
heard  yesterday  something  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, indicative  of  the  intention  to  direct  tlie  hostility  of  the 
country  against  the  bank,  on  account  of  the  public  distress.    It 
was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
<juences  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  gentlemen  had  no 
right  to  say  that  the  institution  had  caballed  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  thus  brought  on  itself  the  great  risk  which  must  re- 
sult from  bringing  the  whole  hostility  of  the  government  on  its 
propeity  and  character.    The  government  had  placed  itself  in 
an  extraordinary  position  to  the  country,  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  also  to  the  currency  of  the  country.    The  law 
|)rovided  a  protection  for  the  credit  and  currency  of  the  country: 
but  we  had  seen  the  executive  government  breaking  down  the 
national  currency.    We  had  seen  the  institution  assailed,  which, 
by  law,  was  provided  to  supply  the  revenue.     Was  not  that  a 
new  course?    Did  the  recollection  of  the  gentleman  furnish  any 
such  instance?    What  institution  could  stand  against  such  hos- 
tility?   The  bank  of  England  could  not  have  stood  against  it  a 
single  hour.    The  bank  of  France  would  have  perished  at  the 
first  hostile  breath  of  the  administration.    But  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates  had  well  sustained  its  credit  under  every  disad- 
vantage, and  had  ample  means  to  sustain  it  to  the  end.     What 
had  the  bank  done?    The  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  had  alleged  that  it  was  not  be- 
cause of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  that  there  was  any  pres- 
sure in  the  country.    It  was  charged  by  the  latter,  that  the  bank 
had  begun  to  curtail  its  discounts  before  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, and  at  a  time  when  it  was  only  expected  that  they 
would  be  removed.    Did  not  the  bank,  by  taking  this  course, 
prove  that  it  foresaw  correctly  what  was  to  take  place;  and, 
because  it  adopted  a  course  of  preparation,  in  order  to  break 
the  blow  which  was  about  to  fall  upon  it,  this  was  to  be  also 
added  to  the  grave  catalogue  of  its  offences.    The  bank,  it 
seemed,  had  curtailed  to  the  amount  of  nine  millions.    Had 
she,  indeed?    And  was  it  not  merely  that  amount  of  deposites 
which  the  government  had  withdrawn?    The  bank,  then,  had 
exactly  curtailed  so  much  as  the  government  had  drawn  away 
from  it.    No  other  bank  in  the  world  could  have  gone  on  with 
so  small  a  curtailment.    While  public  confidence  was  diminish- 
ing all  around  the  bank,  it  only  curtailed  just  as  much  as  it  had 
lost  by  the  act  of  the  government.    The  bank  would  have  been 
justified,  even  without  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites,  in  cur 
tailing  its  discounts  gradually,  and   continuing  to  do  so  to  the 
end  of  its  charter.    The  government  had  refused  to  recharter  it 
— its  term  of  existence  was  rapidly  shortening;  one  of  the  last 
acts  it  could  perform  was  its  collections,  and  the  process  of  col 
lection  ought  to  have  commenced.    It  would  have,  therefore, 
been  its  duty  to  begin  its  curtailments. 

He  hoped  that  he  had  not  been  misunderstood  in  his  remarks 
the  other  morning.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  repre- 
sented him  as  saying:  that  it  was  not  the  removal  of  the  depo 
sites  which  had  caused  the  public  distress.  What  he  had  said 
was,  that,  if  the  government  had  required  twice  nine  millions 
for  its  service,  the  withdrawal  of  that  amount  from  the  bank, 
without  any  interruption  of  the  good  understanding  between 
the  government  and  the  bank,  would  not  have  caused  this  pres- 
sure. Every  thing  turned  on  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  withdrawal  was  made.  If  public  confidence  was  not  sha- 
ken, all  was  well;  but,  if  it  was,  all — all  was  difficulty  and  dis- 
tress. 

Again:  a  word  on  the  subject  of  motive.    It  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  government  had  no  design 
against  the  bank,  that  it  only  desired  to  withdraw  the  public 
deposites.     Yet,  in  the  very  paper  submitted  to  congress  by  the 
executive  department,  the  bank  is  described  as  unconstitution- 
al— as  having  broken  its  charter — violated  its  obligations,  and 
that  its  very  existence  was  dangerous  to  the  country!    Was  not 
all  this  calculated  to  injure  the  character  of  the  bank?    The 
bank  had  its  foreign  connections,  and  was  much  engaged  in  the 
business  of  foreign  exchanges;  and  what  would  be  thought  at 
Paris  and  London,  when  they  saw  all  these  allegations  made 
by  the  government  against  a  bank,  in  which  they  had  always 
reposed  the  highest  confidence.     Did  not  tliis  injure  its  reputa- 
tion?   Did  it  not  compel  it  to  take  a  defensive  attitude?    The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  talked  about  the  power  in  the 
country  to  put  down  the  bank;  and  about  doing  as  our  fathers 
did  in  the  time  of  the  revolution;  and  had  called  on  the  people 
to  rise  and  put  down  this  money  power,  as  our  ancestors  had 
pnt  down  the  oppressive  rule  of  Great  Britain.    All  this  was 
well  enough  calculated  to  produce  the  effect  which  was  intend 
ed  abroad:  but  it  was  very  wide  of  the  true  question:  and  he 
would  venture  a  prediction  now,  that  the  longer  gentlemen  pur- 
sued the  experiment  which  they  devised,  of  collecting  the  pub 
lie  revenuji  by  the  state  banks,  the  more  perfectly  would  they 
be  satisfied  that  it  could  not  succeed.    The  gentleman  had  fuf 
fercd  himselfto  be  led  away  by  false  analogies.    He  said,  that, 


when  this  bank  expired,  there  would  be  the  same  laws  as  ex- 
isted when  the  old  bank  expired.    Now,  would.it  not  be  the  in- 
ference of  every  wise  man,  that  there  would  also  be  the  same 
inconveniences  as  there  was  then?    He  then  drew  a  picture  of 
the  condition  of  things  when  the  government  found  it  necessa- 
ry to  charier  the  old  bank  in  1791,  which  expired  in  1811.    The 
war  came  on  the  next  year.    The  state  banks  all  then  stopped 
specie  payments:   and  before  the  war  had  continued  twelve 
months,  there  was  a  proposition  lor  a  United  Stales  bank;  and 
this  proposal  was  renewed  year  after  year.    Who  supported 
this  proposition?    The  very  individuals  who  had  opposed  the 
former  bank,  and  who  now  desired  to  have  such  an  institution. 
They  took  the  bank.   The  cessation  of  the  war  did  not  do  away 
with  the  necessity  for  its  continuance.    It  has  been  verified,  by 
experience,  that  the  bank  is  as  necessary  in  time  of  peace  as  in 
war,  and,  perhaps,  more  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat- 
ing the  commercial  operations  of  the  country.    It  had  now  been 
alleged  that  we  are  to  be  left  in  the  same  condition,  as  to  laws, 
as  when  the  old  bank  expired,  and,  of  course,  that  we  are  to  be 
subjected  to  the  same  inconveniences.    For  the  convenience 
of  the  government  and  of  the  country,  there  must  be  some  bank, 
and  he  should  wish  to  hear  the  views  of  the  administration  as 
to  this  point.    He  was  not  so  wedded  to  this  bank  as  not  to  be 
willing  to  hear  any  other  plan  which  human  ingenuity  might 
devise,  if  any  other  feasible  scheme  could  be  devised. 

The  bank  currency  had   heretofore   been  circulated   every 
where;  it  met  the  wants  of  every  one;  it  was  convenient  and 
safe.    It  was  impossible  for  congress  to  enact  a  certain  value 
on  the  paper  of  the  state  banks.    They  might  say  that  these 
banks  were  entitled  to  credit;  but  they  could  not  legislate  them 
into  the  opinion  and  faith  of  the  public.    These  must  take  their 
own  course.    It  could  never  happen  that  the  New  York  notes 
would  be  at  par  value  in  Louisiana,  or  that  the  notes  of  the 
Louisiana  banks  would  be  at  par  in  New  York.    The  law  had 
now  constituted  a  uniform  medium  of  value  every  where;  and 
he  would  say  that  there  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  world 
another  institution  like  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.    There 
was  no  instance  of  a  bank,  whose  paper  had  spread  over  so 
wide  a  surface  of  country,  and  was  every  where  of  such  equal 
value.     How  could  it  be  that  a  number  of  state  banks,  reaching 
over  2,000  miles  of  country,  subject  to  be  controlled  only  by 
state  legislatures  and  state  tribunals,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  general  concert  of  action,  could  be  maintained  as  an  ade- 
quate substitute  for  such  a  bank?    It  could  not  be.    He  saw,  in 
the  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced  to-day,  only  new  dis- 
tress and  disaster,  new  insecurity,  and  more  danger  to  proper- 
ty, than  the  country  bad  experienced  for  many  years;  because 
it  was  in  vain  to  talk  about  the  occupations  of  industry  unless 
property  was  made  secure,  or  of  the  value  of  labor  unless  its 
recompense  was  safe.    But  an  opportunity  would  occur  for  re- 
suming this  subject  hereafter. 

A  word  or  two  on  another  subject.    It  had  been  said  by  him, 
on  a  former  day,  that  this  question  did  not  necessarily  draw 
after  it  the  question  of  rechartering  the  United  States  bank.    It 
left  that  question  for  future  adjustment.    But  the  present  ques- 
tion involved  high  political  considerations,  which  he  was  not 
now  about  to  discuss.    If  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  were  not  now  taken  into  view,  gentlemen  would  be 
bound  to  vote  on  the  resolutions  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
as  to  the  power  which  had  been  claimed  and  exercised.    The 
question  then  was  not  as  to  the  bank.    But  he  would  repeat, 
that,  however  gentlemen  might  flatter  themselves,  if  it  should 
iiot  be  settled  that  the  deposites  were  to  be  restored,  nothing 
would  be  settled,  and  negative  resolutions  would  not  tranquil- 
ize  the  country  into  quiescence  and  repose.    The  question  waa 
before  the  country;  all  agreed  that  it  must  be  settled  by  the 
country.    He  regretted  that  topics  were  mixed  up  with  the 
question  which  could  prevent  it  from  being  submitted  to  the 
calm  judgment  of  the  people.    Yet  he  had  entire  faith  in  public 
sentiment.    Events  were  occurring  daily,  which  would  make 
the  people  think  for  themselves.    The  industrious,  the  enter- 
prising, would  see  the  danger  which  surrounded  them,  and 
would  awake.    Then  he  should  be  satisfied.    If  the  majority 
of  the  people  should  then  say  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  sound  and  universal  currency,  he  would  ac- 
quiesce in  the  judgment,  because  he  could  do  no  other  than 
acquiesce.    But  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  right  in 
his  reading  of  the  prognostics,  and  public  opinion  should  settle 
down  in  that  way,  and  it  should  be  determined  here  that  the 
public  money  and  the  public  currency  were  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  twenty  four  state  sovereignties,  entrusted  with  ab- 
solute power  over  the  whole  subject,  this  he  would  say,  that 
one,  and  not  a  powerless  one,  of  the  bonds  of  the  union  wai 
dissolved. 

Mr.  Webster  concluded  with  n  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  country,  before  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution, 
when  the  states  were  anxious  to  rid  themselves  of  the  difficulty 
and  responsibility  which  attached  to  them,  in  consequence  of 
their  power  over  the  currency;  and  stated  that  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  was  desired  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a 
state  of  things  so  justly  described  by  one  of  the  fathers  of  the 
constitution,  as  an  unnatural  condition  of  the  country — when 
the  debtor  was  relentlessly  pursuing  his  creditor,  and  threaten- 
ed him  with  the  ruin  of  payment. 

[Mr.  Ckamhern  followed,  and  waij  succeeded  by  Mr.  TalU 
madoe — but  we  cannot  give  up  more  space  to  this  debate  in  the 
presentsheet.  Mr.  If'rig/i/'s  speech  is  copied  from  the  "Globe," 
and  two  or  three  errors  pointed  out  huve  been  corrected  by  ui.] 
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SENATE. 

JatMtarySl.  After  some  strong  remarks  on  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  witli  reference  to  Mr.  Ji'right's  speech  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  the  "tremendous  veto  power,"  &.c. 

Mr.  Poindexler  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  New  York, 
presented  to  the  senate,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
to  which  has  been  referred  sundry  other  petitions,  memorials 
and  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  atid  placing  them  in 
certain  state  banks,  by  the  orders  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

jRcsoivcrf,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  inio 
the  present  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  effects  of  said  removal  of  tlie  deposiles  on  the  same. 

jRcsoivcd,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  and  circumstances  which  are  alleged  to  have  rendered 
said  removal  of  the  deposites  necessary  and  proper  at  the  time 
the  order  was  given  for  that  purpose;  and  also  into  the  legal  and 
constitutional  power  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  di- 
rect and  control  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  perform- 
ance of  special  duties,  confided  to  the  dii^cretion  of  that  officer 
by  law;  as  connected  with  the  power  of  appointment,  and  re- 
moval of  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  ThAt  the  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  the  present  distress  and  embarrassments  of  the 
mercantile  community,  and  the  pressure  experienced  througii- 
out  the  country,  by  the  sudden  depression  in  the  prices  of  agri- 
cultural products,  and  every  branch  of  industry,  and  also  into 
the  causes  which  have  produced  these  results,  and  the  means, 
if  any,  by  which  they  may  be  averted. 

ilesoitjcd,  That  the  said  committee  be  authorised,  in  the  in- 
quiries aforesaid,  to  send  for  such  persons  and  papers  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  the  investigation  of  the  matters  referred 
to  them  by  the  preceding  resolution. 

The  New  York  resolutions  being  called  up,  Mr.  Webster  rose, 
and  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,iix\d 
further  explained  his  views  of  the  present  state  of  things,  at 
considerable  length.  We  can  only  give  the  concluding  para- 
graphs, and  prefer  them  because  they  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
Mr.  fVrighVs  speech,  which  is  inserted  at  full  length  in  preced- 
ing pages- 
Mr.  Webster  said,  there  was  one  remark  made  by  the  honora- 
ble member  from  New  York  who  spoke  first,  (Mr.  Wright),  but 
I  am  sure  he  did  not  intend  to  carry  with  it  any  thing  of  an  im 
proper  character,  doubtless  meaning  it  as  admonitory;  and  yet, 
the  gentleman  has  expressed  himself  in  terms  which,  perhaps, 
he  will  think  should  have  been  worded  with  something  more  of 
care.  The  public  treasury  of  the  United  States  in  entrusted  to 
our  care;  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  entrusted  to 
those  appointed  to  administer  it.  Our  days  are  numbered,  and 
ought  to  be  finished,  if  we  receive  government  from  any  other 
quarter.  I  care  not  in  what  form  the  expressions  of  public  sen- 
timent shall  arrive  atthecapilol,  I  open  my  mind,  and  convic- 
tion, and  attention  to  them  all.  I  respect  what  is  said  by  legis- 
lators; I  respect  what  is  said  by  voluntary  assemblages  of  the 
people;  I  respect  what  is  said  by  individuals  in  their  corres- 
pondence. I  desire  to  keep  open,  broad  and  wide,  all  the  ave- 
nues that  may  bring  public  opinion  within  our  reach.  I  think  it 
salutary  and  necessary  to  hear  public  opinion:  I  care  not  how 
distinct— how  loud  it  is  heard  within  the  walls  of  the  capitol; 
but  it  must  come  as  public  opinion;  it  must  come  as  from  citi- 
zens of  the  country,  living  under  its  laws,  and  who  address 
themselves  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  congress.  It  must 
not  come  in  any  other  tone.  The  remark  of  the  honorable 
member  is  this: 

"Be  assured,  sir,  whatever  nice  distinctions  maybe  drawn 
here  as  to  the  show  of  influence,  which  expressions  of  the  po- 
pular will  upon  such  a  subject  are  entitled  to  from  us,  it  is  pos- 
sible for  that  will  to  assume  a  constitutional  shape  which  the 
senate  cannot  misunderstand,  and  understanding,  will  not  un- 
wisely resist." 
[Mr.  Wright  said,  it  should  have  been  a.  share  of  influence.] 

Mr.  Webster  resumed:  That  does  not  alter  the  sense.  What 
I  mean  to  say  is — I  hope  he  meant  the  popular  will,  for  we 
do  not  recognise  or  receive  impressions  through  other  organs, 
"such  as  the  senate  cannot  misunderstand,  and,  understanding, 
will  not  unwisely  resist."  I  am  sure  he  did  not  mean  it,  and 
therefore  I  pass  from  the  subject. 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  another  topic.  This 
is  an  eventful  moment.  On  the  great  questions  which  occupy 
us,  we  all  look  for  some  decisive  movement  of  public  opinion. 
As  I  wish  that  movement  lo  be  free,  intclllKent  and  unbiassed— 
the  true  manifestation  of  the  public  will — I  desire  to  prepare 
the  country  for  another  assault,  which  I  perceive  is  about  to  be 
made,  on  popular  prejudice — another  attempt  to  obscure  all 
distinct  views  of  the  public  good — to  overwhelm  ail  patriotism, 
and  all  enlightened  self  interest,  by  loud  cries  against  false  dan- 
ger, and  by  exciting  the  passions  of  one  class  against  another.  I 
am  not  mistaken  in  the  omen— I  see  the  magazine  whence  the 
weapons  of  this  warfare  are  to  be  drawn.  I  already  hear  the 
din  of  the  hammering  of  arms,  preparatory  to  the  combat.  They 
way  be  such  arms,  perhaps,  as  reason,  and  justice,  and  honest 
fatriotism, cannot  rstist.    Every  effort  at  resistance,  it  is  pos- 


sible, may  be  feeble  and  powerless;  but,  for  one,  I  shall  make 
an  effort— an  effort  to  be  begun  now,  and  lo  be  carried  on  and 
continued  with  untiring  zoal,  till  the  end  of  llie  contest  comes. 
Sir,  1  see  in  those  vehicits  which  carry  to  the  people  senti- 
ments from  high  places,  plain  declarations  that  the  present  con- 
troversy is  but  a  sltile  between  one  part  of  the  coninmnity 
and  another.  1  hear  it  boasted  as  the  unfailing  security,  the 
solid  ground,  never  to  be  shaken,  on  which  recent  measures 
resl,  that  the  jioor  naturally  kale  the  rich.  1  know,  that  under 
tiie  shade  of  llie  roofs  of  the  capitui,  wiliiin  the  last  twenty- four 
hours — among  men  sent  here  lo  devise  means  for  the  public 
safely  and  the  public  good— it  has  been  vaunted  forth  as  mailer 
of  boast  and  triumph,  that  one  cause  existed,  powerful  enough 
to  support  every  thing,  and  to  defend  every  thing,  and  that  wag 
— the  natural  hatred  of  the  poor  to  the  rich. 

Sir,  I  pronounce  the  auiiior  of  such  sentiments  to  be  guilty 
of  attempting  a  detestable  fraud  on  the  community.  A  double 
fraud;  fraud,  which  is  lo  cheat  men  out  of  their  property,  and 
out  of  the  earnings  of  their  labor,  by  first  cheating  them  out  of 
their  understandings. 

"77tc  natural  hatred  of  the  poor  to  the  richl'^  Sir,  it  shall  not 
be  till  the  last  moment  of  my  existence— it  shall  be  only  when 
I  am  drawn  to  the  verge  of  oblivion— when  I  shall  cease  to 
have  respect  or  affection  for  any  thing  on  earth,  that  I  will  be- 
lieve the  people  of  the  United  slates  capubleof  being  effectually 
deluded,  cajoled  and  driven  about  in  herds,  by  such  abominable 
frauds  as  lliis.  If  they  shall  sink  lo  that  point — if  they  so  far 
cease  to  be  men,  thinking  men,  intelligent  men— as  lo  yield  lo 
such  pretences  and  such  clamor,  lliey  will  be  slaves  already; 
slaves  to  their  own  passions — slaves  to  the  fraud  and  knavery 
of  pretended  friends.  They  will  deserve  to  be  blotted  out  of 
ail  the  records  of  freedom:  they  ought  not  to  dishonor  the  cause 
of  self  government,  by  attempting  lo  exercise  it:  Ihey  ought  to 
keep  their  unworthy  hands  entirely  off  from  the  cause  of  re- 
publican liberty,  if  they  are  capable  of  being  the  victims  of 
artifices  so  shallow — of  tricks  so  stale,  so  thread  bare,  so  often 
practised,  so  much  worn  out,  on  serfs  and  slaves;  and  the  vic- 
tims, too,  of  wicked  and  nefarious  designs,  so  thinly  cloaked — 
designs,  deep  in  purpose  and  in  wickedness,  but  shallow  in 
their  pretences. 

"TA.e  natural  hatred  of  the  poor  against  the  rich!''  "The 
danger  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy!"  "A  power  as  great  and 
dangerous  as  that  resisted  by  ihe  revolution!"  "A  call  to  a 
new  Declaration  of  independence!" 

Sir,  I  admonish  the  j)eople  against  the  objects  of  outcries  like 
these.  1  admonish  every  industrious  laborer  in  Ihe  country  to 
be  on  his  guard  against  such  delusion.  I  lell  him,  the  aUempl 
is  to  play  off  his  passions  against  his  interests,  and  to  prevail 
on  him,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  to  destroy  all  vlie  fruits  of  liber- 
ty; in  the  name  of  patriotism,  lo  injure  and  afflict  his  country; 
and  in  the  name  of  his  own  independence,  lo  destroy  that  very 
independenc;^,  and  make  him  a  beggar  and  a  slave.  Has  he  a 
dollar?  he  is  advised  lo  do  that  whicli  will  destroy  half  its  value. 
Has  he  hands  to  labor?  lei  hitn  rather  fold  tliem  and  sit  still, 
than  be  pushed  on,  by  fraud  and  artifice,  to  do  what  will  ren- 
der his  laibor  useless  and  hopeless. 

Sir,  the  very  man,  of  all  others,  who  has  the  deepest  interest 
in  a  sound  currency,  and  who  suffers  most  by  mischievous  le- 
gislation in  money  matters,  is  the  man  who  earns  his  daily 
bread  by  his  daily  toil.  A  decayed  currency,  sudden  change  of 
prices,  paper  money,  fading  between  morning  and  noon,  and 
fading  still  lower  between  noon  and  night:  when  all  these 
things  exist,  it  is  the  very  harvest  time  of  speculators,  and  of 
the  whole  race  of  those  who  are  at  once  idle  and  crafty;  and  of 
that  other  race — the  Catilines  of  all  limes — marked,  so  as  to  be 
known  forever  by  one  stroke  of  llie  historian's  pen,  greedy  of 
other  men's  property  and  prodinal  of  their  own.  Capitalists, 
too,  may  outlive  such  limes.  They  niay  either  prey  on  the 
earnings  of  labor,  by  Iheir  cent,  per  cent,  or  they  may  hoard, 
Bui  the  laboring  man,  what  can  he  hoard?  Preying  on  nobody, 
he  becomes  the  prey  of  all.  His  property  is  in  his  hands.  Hig 
reliance,  his  fund,  his  productive  freehold,  bis  all,  is  his  labor. 
Whether  he  work  on  his  own  small  capital,  or  on  another's, 
his  living  is  still  earned  by  his  induslry;  and  when  the  money 
of  the  country  becomes  depreciated  and  debased,  whether  it  be 
adulterated  coin,  or  paper  without  credit,  that  industry  is  rob- 
bed of  its  reward.  He  then  labors  for  a  country  whose  laws 
cheat  him  out  of  his  bread.  I  would  say  to  every  owner  of 
every  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  west,  I  would  say  to  every 
man  in  the  east,  who  follows  his  own  plough,  and  to  every  me- 
chanic, arlizan  and  laborer,  in  every  city  in  the  country — I 
would  say  to  every  man,  every  where,  who  wishes,  by  honest 
means,  to  gain  an  honest  living:  "Beware  of  wolves  in  sheep's 
clothing:  whoever  attempts,  under  whatever  popular  cry,  to 
shake  the  stability  of  the  public  currency,  bring  on  distress  in 
money  matters,  and  drive  tlie  coiintiy  into  paper  money,  stabs 
your  interest  and  your  happiness  to  the  heart." 

The  herd  of  hungry  wolves,  who  live  on  other  men's  earn- 
ings, will  rejoice  in  sucli  a  state  of  tilings.  A  system  which  ab- 
sorbs into  their  pockets  tlie  fruits  of  other  men's  industry,  is  the 
very  system  for  them.  A  government  that  produces  or  counHi- 
nances  uncertainty,  fluctuations,  violent  risings  and  fallings, 
and  finally  paper-money,  is  a  government  exactly  after  their 
own  heart.  Hence,  these  men  are  always  for  change.  They 
will  never  let  well  enough  alone.  A  condition  of  public  affairs, 
in  which  property  is  secure,  industry  certain  of  its  reward,  asd 
every  man  secure  in  his  own  hard  earned  gains,  is  no  paradii-e 
for  them.    Give  them  just  the  reverse  of  this  state  of  things— 
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bring  on  change,  and  change  after  change — let  it  not  be  itnovvn 
to-day  what  will  be  the  value  of  property  to-morrow— let  no 
man  be  able  to  say,  whether  the  money  in  his  pockets  at  night 
will  be  money,  or  worthless  rags,  in  the  morning;  and  depress 
labor,  till  double  work  shall  earn  but  half  a  living— give  them 
this  state  of  things,  f).nd  you  give  them  the  consummation  of 
their  earthly  bliss. 

Sir,  the  great  interest  of  tliis  great  country,  the  producing 
cause  of  all  its  prosperity  is  labor!  labor!  labor!  We  are  a  la- 
boring community.  A  vast  majority  of  us  all  live  by  industry, 
and  actual  occupation,  in  some  of  their  forms. 

The  constitution  was  made  to  protect  this  industry — to  give 
it  both  encouragement  and  security;  but,  above  all,  security. 
To  that  very  end — with  that  precise  object  in  view,  power  was 
given  to  congress  over  the  currency,  and  over  the  money  sys- 
tem of  the  country.  In  forty  years'  experience,  we  have  found 
nothing  at  all  adequate  to  the  beneficial  execution  of  this  trust, 
but  a  well  conducted  national  bank.  That  has  been  tried — re- 
turned to — tried  again;  and  always  found  successful.  If  it  be 
not  the  proper  thing  for  us,  let  it  be  soberly  argued  against;  let 
something  better  be  proposed;  let  the  country  examine  the 
mattercoolly,  and  decide  for  itself.  But  whoever  shall  attempt 
to  carry  a  question  of  this  kind  by  clamor,  and  violence,  and 
prejudice:  whoever  would  rouse  the  people  by  appeals,  false 
and  fraudulent  appeals,  to  their  love  of  independence,  to  resist 
the  establishment  of  a  useful  institution,  because  it  is  a  bank, 
and  deals  in  money,  and  who  artfully  urges  these  appeals  when- 
ever he  thinks  there  is  more  of  honest  feeling  than  of  enlighten- 
ed judgment,  means  nothing  but  deception.  And  whoever  has 
the  wickedness  to  conceive,  and  the  hardihood  to  avow,  a  pur- 
pose to  break  down  what  has  been  found,  in  forty  years'  expe- 
rience, essential  to  the  protection  of  all  interests,  by  arraying 
one  class  against  another,  and  by  acting  on  such'a  principle, 
as  that  the  foor  always  hate  the  rich,  shows  himself  the  reck- 
less enemy  of  all.  An  enemy  to  his  whole  country,  to  all 
classes,  and  to  every  man  in  it,  he  deserves  to  be  marked  espe- 
cially as  the  -poor  man's  curse! 

Mr.  Wright  then  rose  and  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
do  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  gentleman  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  but  merely  to  say  that  a  few  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  required  a  reply  from  him.  He  then 
slated  that  he  had  not  intended  to  make  any  observations  in  re- 
ference to  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank,  nor  should  he 
continue  the  argument  on  that  subject.  He  would  say  one 
word  more.  His  colleague  was  not  now  in  his  place,  being  so 
unwell  as  to  be  obliged  to  keep  his  room.  On  another  occa- 
sion, he  should  desire  to  make  some  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so  far  as  they  were  personal  to 
himself.  He  would  now  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  motion  to  refer  there- 
solutions  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and  continued  until  a 
quarter  before  3  o'clock,  when  he  concluded,  and  the  senate 
adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

February  .3.  Mr.  Shepley  presented  the  resolutions  passed  at 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Portland,  praying  for  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites  to  the  United  States  bank.  He  stated  that  the 
memorialists  were  very  respectable  citizens,  although  differing 
from  him  as  to  the  points  embraced  in  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Shepley  also  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Maine,  against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor 
of  their  removal;  and  also  against  the  recharter  of  the  United 
States  bank;  and  instructing  their  senators  to  vote  accordingly. 
The  presentation  of  these  resolutions  were  accompanied  by 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Shepley  and  Mr.  Sprague.  The  latter 
briefly  gave  his  reasons  why,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience,  he  should  pursue  ihe  course  which  lie 
had  taken;  in  aa  assurance  that,  s{»(nier  or  later,  justice  would 
be  done  him.  Both  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKcan  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pittsburg, 
praying  for  a  return  of  the  deposites.  He  stated  that  he  hail 
presented  this  memorial  at  the  request  of  the  gentleman  who 
represented  Pittsburg  in  the  other  house,  and  had  been  re- 
quested by  him  to  state  that  this  memorial,  as  well  as  one 
which  had  been  presented  a  few  days  before  by  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Willcins),  had  been  signed  indiscriminately  by  all  parties. 
He  stated  that  he  had  also  been  requested  to  submit  a  letter  on 
the  subject  to  any  gentleman  who  desired  to  see  it.  The  me- 
morial was  tiien  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JViUcins,  after  stating  that  he  ivas  at  issue  with  his  re- 
lative and  towtisman  in  the  other  hou<;e,  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
memorial  being  signed  without  distinction  of  parties,  admitted 
that  there  were  signers  of  the  memorial  who  had  been  callijd 
Jattkson  men,  but  who  had  been  soeeders  from  the  party  after 
the  bank  veto.  He  then  presented  some  memorials  from  Pitts- 
bijrg,  praying  congress  not  to  interfere  in  the  subject  of  the  de- 
pqsites;  which  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  suggested  that  the  names  of  the  memorialists 
■liOuld,  in  all  these  cases,  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  resolutions  proposing  certain  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  offered  by  him  on  Friday. 


This  proceeding  led  to  much  discussion  of  points  of  order, 
&c.  Some  thought  that  the  general  discussion  could  not  go  on, 
while  the  paper,  (the  secretary's  reason  for  removing  the  de- 
posites), which  wjis  the  subject  of  the  debate,  was  before  the 
committee,  and  so  the  vice  president  decided;  and  some  sug- 
gestions were  made  by  which  it  was  hoped  that  this  difficulty 
might  be  avoided.  Finally,  the  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the 
table  to  take  up  the  special  order,  when  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  com- 
menced his  speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  secretary 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

[Messrs.  Poindexter,  Wright,  Webster,  Clay,  Chambers,  Wil- 
kins  and  Forsyth  took  part  in  the  discussion  above  alluded  to. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Clay  intin)ated  that  before  the 
close  of  the  general  debate  he  should  take  a  part  in  it,  saying 
that  the  question  involved  what  he  considered  to  be  far  higher 
considerations  than  those  of  mere  money,  far  transcending  in 
importance  the  question  of  bank  or  no  bank.  And  from  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Poindexter  it  seems  possible  that  the  committee 
of  finance  may  summons  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury  be- 
fore them,  and  perhaps  also  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet 
who  gave  opinions  against  the  act  of  the  executive. 

February  4.    The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  received  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  secre- 
tary: 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  congress  the  recent 
conduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  refusing  to  deliver 
the  books,  papers  and  funds,  in  its  possession,  relating  to  the 
execution  of  the  act  of  congress  of  June  7th,  1832,  entitled,  "an 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution."  The  correspondence 
reported  by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  herewith  transmitted,  will 
shew  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  bank  to  justify  its  refusal  to 
make  the  transfer  directed  by  the  war  department.  It  does  not 
profess  to  claim  the  privilege  of  this  agency  as  a  right  secured 
to  it  by  contract,  nor  as  a  benefit  conferred  by  the  government, 
but  as  a  burthen  from  which  it  is  willing  to  be  relieved.  It 
places  its  refusal  upon  the  extraordinary  ground  that  the  corpo- 
ration has  a  right  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  legality  of  the  acts 
of  the  constituted  authorities,  in  a  matter  in  which  the  stock- 
holders are  admitted  to  have  no  interest,  and  it  i(npedesand  de- 
feats, as  far  as  its  power  will  permit,  the  exftcution  of  a  mea- 
sure of  the  administration,  because  the  opinion  of  the  corpora- 
tion, upon  the  construction  of  an  act  of  congress,  differs  from 
that  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  United  States. 

The  claim  of  this  corporation,  thus  to  usurp  the  functions  of 
the  judicial  power,  and  to  prescribe  to  the  executive  depart- 
ment the  manner  in  which  it  shall  execute  the  trust  confided  to 
it  by  law,  is  without  example  in  the  history  of  our  country.  If 
the  acts  of  the  public  servants,  who  are  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple for  the  manner  in  which  they  execute  their  duty,  may  thus 
be  checked  and  controlled  by  an  irresponsible  money  corpora- 
tion, then,  indeed,  the  whole  frame  of  our  government  is  chang- 
ed, and  we  have  established  a  power,  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  above  what  we  derive  from  the  people. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  accompanying  statement,  marked  A, 
that,  according  to  the  latest  accounts  received  at  the  war  de- 
partment, the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  have 
in  their  possession  near  half  a  million  of  the  public  money,  re- 
ceived by  them  under  the  Jaw  of  183^,  which  ihey  have  not  yet 
accounted  for,  and  which  they  refuse  to  pay  aver  to  the  proper 
agents,  for  the  use  of  those  persons  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  bank  to  guide  and  direct  thrt  executive 
upon  the  construction  and  execution  of  an  act  of  congress  should 
have  been  put  forward  and  insisted  on  in  a  case  where  the  im- 
mediate sufferers  from  their  conduct  will  be  the  surviving  vete- 
rans of  the  revolutionary  war;  for  this  evil  falls  exclusively 
upon  the  gallant  defenders  of  iheir  country,  and  delays  and  em- 
barrasses the  payment  of  the  debt  which  the  gratilude  of  the 
nation  has  awarded  to  them,  and  which,  in  many  instances,  is 
necessary  for  their  subsistence  and  comfort  in  their  declining 
years. 

The  character  of  the  claim  set  up  by  the  bank,  and  the  inter- 
est of  the  parties  to  be  immediately  affected  by  it,  make  it  my 
duty  to  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress: and  I  leave  it  to  their  wisdom  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
the  honor  of  the  government  and  the  just  claims  of  the  indivi- 
duals  injured  by  the  proceedings,  may  be  deemed  to  require. 
Having  called  for  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  upon 
this  occasion,  with  a  view  to  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
question  which  has  thus  been  presented  for  my  consideration,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  that  officer,  and  add  my  entire 
concurrence  in  the  views  he  has  taken. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
February  4,  1834. 

The  message  having  been  read — 

A  brief  debate  followed  on  the  referencp  of  it.  Mr.  Claysn\d 
— He  had  looked  into  the  question  concerning  the  payment  of 
the  pensions,  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  agency  had  been 
confided  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  by  law;  that  the  exe- 
cutive had  no  right  to  take  away  this  agency  from  the  institu- 
tion, and  that  the  doing  so  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  continu- 
ance of  that  career  of  assumption  arid  usurpation  which  had 
been  comi»»enced  during  the  last  year  against  the  bank. 

He  was  glad  that  the  bank  had  now  resisted.  We  had  beard 
nothing  of  this  subject  until  yesterda)',  when  my  friend  front 
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Mississippi  (Mr.  Poindexter)  made  u  motion  to  call  for  a  copy 
of  tliis  correspondence.*  The  resolution,  proposing  tliis  call, 
was  to  liave  been  again  called  up  to-day,  and  tliis  may  acconnl 
for  the  coniniuiiication  being  now' made  to  the  senate.  TUit, 
agency,  Mr.  V.  repealed,  had  been  confided  to  the  bank  by  law; 
and  Ibis  fact  was  acknowledged  by  the  executive,  when  the  se- 
cretary of  war  retraced  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  to  re- 
move it  at  Albany.  Thus  it  appeared  that  the  agency  had  been 
confided  to  the  bank,  and  that  the  executive  had  recognized  the 
fact  that  it  was  so  conlided.  And  now,  what  had  been  dom? 
A  message  had  been  sent  to  the  senate  by  the  executive,  in  pur- 
sui'.cfc  of  his  plans  lor  the  annihilation  of  the  bank,  denounc- 
ing tlio  institution  because  it  had  not  violated  an  obligation 
which  was  imposed  upon  it  by  an  act  of  congress! 

Alter  some  further  remarks  Mr.  C/ay  moved  that  the  message 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Giwulyhad  not  closely  examined  the  question,  and  hoped 
that  the  seiiate  would  not  give  any  expression  of  its  opinion, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  business.  He  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed reference.  Mr.- Clay,  in  reply,  disavowed  any  intention 
to  enter  into  arguments  on  the  subject.  In  reference  to  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  accompanying  the  message, 
(which  had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Grundy),  Mr.  C.  said  he  had 
long  ceased  to  respect  the  acts  or  opinions  of  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  government,  being  well  aware  that  the  execu- 
tive was,  as  he  had  called  himself,  a  unit,  and  would  instanta- 
neously dismiss  any  officer  who  did  not  at  once  obey  his  be- 
Jiests.  Sir,  saul  he,  when  we  know,  from  experience,  that  dis- 
iriission  from  olfice  is  the  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  any  head  of  a  department  and  the  executive,  1  acknow- 
ledge that  1  have  lost  all  confidence  in  opinions  from  those 
sources.  Mr.  IVright  followed,  and  thought  that  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  had  not  thoroughly  examined  the  matter  to 
which  he  had  referred,  as  to  the  secretary  of  war  having  retrac 
«d  his  steps,  &c.  and  he  concluded  with  saying  that  his  feelings 
c<unpelled  him  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  relation  to  the 
attorney  general,  whom  he  had  stated  as  Having  been  affected 
by  the  pestilential  atmospiiere  in  which  he  was  at  present  mov- 
ing. He  (Mr.  W  )  would  say,  that  the  attorney  general  was 
not  to  be  affected  by  any  such  influence,  for  he  was  a  man  of 
integrity,  truth  and  candor,  and  would  not  give  an  opinion 
which  he  did  not,  in  fiis  conscience,  believe  to  be  right. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chambers  offeted  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  th^treasury  be  instructed  to 
report  to  the  senate  the  weekly  accounts  of  the  several  slate 
banks  selected  by  him  as  the  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
from  1st  December,  1833,  to  1st  February,  1834,  or  to  the  last 
returns  made  to  him.  setting  forth  the  amount,  at  the  end  of 
each  week,  of  the  public  money  in  each  of  said  banks,  of  debts 
due  to  them,  of  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  specie  in  their  vaults. 
Some  minor  business  being  disposed  of — 
Mr.  Wright  rose  to  present  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of 
merchants  and  other  citizens  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  condition  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  country, 
and  expressive  of  their  opinions  of  the  necessity  of  a  national 
bank.  He  held  it  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  admit  that  he  had  re- 
ceived this  memorial  from  a  most  respectable  committee  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  city  of  N.  York,  who  had  been  sent  hither  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  it.  He  was  informed  by  this  committee  that 
the  memorial  bears  the  signatures  of  6,000  persons,  a  great  por- 
tion of  them  merchants  and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  the  expression  of  whose  opinion  was  entitled  to  very  great 
weight  in  this  body.  He  knew  some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  personally,  and  all  of  them  were  well  known  to  him 
by  reputation;  and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  bear  his  testi- 
mony to  their  high  respectability.  He  considered  that  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  coming  from  such  a  body,  as  entitled  to 
great  weight. 

He  then  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  memorial  having  been  read — 


from  the  people  as  under  our  institutions:  he  meant  in  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons,  where,  under  a  less  auspicious  organi- 
zaiion  than  happily  cxist»;d  now,  a  great  mass  of  petitions,  with 
a  prfidigious  number  of  sifiiiatures.  was  presented.  Gentlemen 
knew  how  the  tables  of  Uie  house  of  commons  were  loaded  wi;h 
these  petitions  at  the  cotnmencement  of  the  American  war. 
There  was  presented  a  memorial  fiom  one  of  the  northern 
counties,  by  a  whig  member,  against  the  American  contest,  and 
when  the  messenger  brought  one  end  of  it  to  the  clerk's  table, 
the  other  end  vyas  not  to  be  seen.  A  member  remark(!d  that 
therw  was  the  head  of  the  petition,  but  where  was  the  tail?  It 
was  answered,  that  the  tail  had  not  yet  left  Yorkshire. 

The  pi  oofs  of  public  distress  which  were  now  exhibited, 
were  of  too  earnest  a  character  to  be  scoffed  at,  and  too  plaiu 
to  be  mistaken.  The  suffering  pressed  so  hard  upon  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  scarcely  could  find  terms  adequate  to  its  expres- 
sion; they  could  hardly  dare  to  trust  their  lips  to  utter  the  re- 
sults of  their  convictions.  This  was  the  present  state  of  things. 
A  great  degree  of  public  distress  existed,  and  the  cause  of  that 
distress  was  now  to  be  investigated.  It  had  been  contended, 
on  one  side,  that  the  cause  was  to  be  found  in  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  United  States  bank. 
On  ths  other  hand,  it  was  asserted  that  it  was  all  attributable 
to  the  conduct  of  the  bank  itself,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
attempts  made  to  put  it  down,  and  the  obloquy  with  which  it 
was  assailed,  being  in  possession  of  the  means  of  relieving  the 
existing  distress,  ought  to  have  applied  its  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  such  relief.  He  deemed  it  of  great  importance, 
that,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country,  the  bank 
should  do  what  it  could,  and  should  convince  the  people  that  it 
extended  all  the  relief  in  its  pow<'r  to  yield.  It  was  its  duly  to 
exert  its  power,  to  the  verge  of  its  own  safsty,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  proptjrty  and  industry  of  the  country,  to  sustain 
itself  under  this  unprecedented  weight  of  distress.  He  trusted 
that  the  bank  would  do  so;  it  ought  to  do  it;  it  was  its  duty  to 
do  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying — 
He  knew  not  what  would  be  the  extent  to  which  the  public 
distre>:s  would  increase,  or  where  it  was  to  terminate;  but  he 
thought  he  could  foresee  the  end  of  those  public  men  who 
closed  their  ears  against  the  cries  of  distress  which  were  com- 
ing in  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  I'lie  fiict  of  the  existence 
of  distress  was  now  evident.  He  implored  gentlemen  round 
him,  whose  tables  were  loaded  with  petitions  from  the  people, 
to  recollect  that,  in  the  history  of  the  last  twenty  years,  there 
had  not  been  found  in  this  country  an  equal  amount  of  distress. 
While  this  distress  was  so  strongly  felt  along  the  Atlantic,  from 
Maine  to  New  Orleans,  it  must  be  the  result,  from  settled 
causes,  th^the  tide  will  flow  inward,  and  run  up  all  the  little 
streams  irWle  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  until  it  extended  itself 
into  every  section  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Wright  said  thatUb  thought  that  too  wide  an  extension 
had  been  given  to  the  facts  admitted  on  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
isting distress.  He  stated  that  he  differed  with  the  signer.s  of 
this  petition  both  as  to  the  cause  of  the  distress  and  the  remedy 
to  be  applied. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  petition  was  referred. 
The  special  order  of  the  day  coming  up— Mr.  Frelinghuysen 
continued  and  concluded  his  remarks,  and  Mr.  Wilkins  moved 
that  the  senate  should  adjourn— but  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Webster  then  moved  to  refer  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  and  the  second  resolution  offered  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

In  proposing  this  motion,  Mr.  Webster  said  that  the  intention 
was  to  give  the  committee  an  opportunity  to  make  a  report  on 
the  financial  part  of  the  subject,  and  promised  that  the  report 
should  be  brought  in  to-morrow,  as  soon  as  the  senate  were  in 
session. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  point  of  order,  tlm  motion  was 

agreed  to.     The  other  proceedings  of  the  day  \m[  sufliciently 

appear  hereafter^  Mr.  Poindcxterh  resolutions  were  taken  up, 

modified  and  laid  on  the  table.    Adjourned. 

February  5.     After  other  business — 

Mr.  fFe/«;cr,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to  which  were 


Mr.  Webster  then  rose  and  said,  that  the  great  number  of  tiie    referred  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  remo- 


signers  of  this  memorial,  and  the  just  testimony  which  had 
been  borne  to  the  character  and  respectability  of  those  who  had 
affixed  their  names  to  it,  might  be  received  as  full  testimony  of 
the  great  degree  of  public  distress  which  prevails  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  the  course  of  twenty  years  experience  in  congress, 
he  had  seen  no  such  memorial.  He  had  his  doubts  if,  in  the 
whole  history  of  our  government,  any  memorial  had  ever  been 
presented,  in  which  such  pains  had  been  taken  to  give  a  re- 
spectful and  an  emphatic  expression  of  the  deep,  wide-spread 
and  earnest  conviction  of  public  suffering,  as  were  exhibited  in 
this  memorial.  It  reminded  him  more  of  some  instances  which 
had  occurred  in  a  government  in  Europe,  which  was,  in  some 
degree,  a  popular  one,  but  less  so  than  our  own,  having  its  re- 
presentatives real  and  nominal,  but  not  springing  so  directly 

*In  the  senate,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Poindexter  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  one  day  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  senate,  a  copy  of  any  correspondence,  if  any  shall 
have  taken  place,  between  the  war  department  or  any  officer 
attached  to  it,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to 
the  agency  of  the  said  bank,  under  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832,  or 
any  other  act  of  congress,  in  the  payment  of  pensions. 


val  of  the  deposites,  and  the  second  of  the  resolutions  offered 
by  thesenatorof  Kentucky,  made  a  report,  the  reading  of  which 
being  called  for — 

Mr.  Webster  read  the  report,  which  occupied^bout  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  and  concluded  with  recommendi^  the  adoption 
of  the  second  resolution  introduced  byT.lr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  print- 
ed, and  that  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
resolution  which  had  been  before  the  committee,  with  the  other 
resolution  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  be  made  .^he  special 
order  for  to-day.  ''' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  that  6,000  additional  copies  of  the  report 
be  printed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate:  not  strictly  con- 
fined to  the  subject  of  the  motion  itself.  Mr.  JPorsi/^A  objected 
to  the  extra  number  of  copies,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the 
great  despatch  of  the  committee  in  preparing  the  report,  Mr. 
Tyler,  however,  shewed  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
been  not  less  prompt  in  deciding  upon  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites, &c.  Mr.  Chambers  thought  that  the  senator  from  Georgia 
had  been  present  when  6,000  copies  of  the  president's  veto  of 
the  bank  bill  were  ordered,  without  objecting  to  the  niotion  for 
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it.  Messrs.  Grundy,  Porter,  Brown,  TVUkins  and  others  ad- 
dressed the  senate.  At  last,  at  about  4  o'clock,  the  motion  to 
print  the  extra  number  was  agreed  to — ayes  27,  and  then  the 
senate  adjourned. 

Februarij  6.  A  great  deal  of  minor  business  was  attended  to 
this  day,  and  many  reports  received  and  resolutions  submitted, 
&c.  the  chief  of  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced — 

Mr.  Wilkins  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  support  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  until  3  o'clock,  when  he  gave  the  floor, 
■without  concluding. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice,  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  after 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  concluded,  move  that  the 
«enate  go  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  21.  Much  time  was  expended  this  morning  on 
•a  proposition  lo  supply  the  new  members  of  congress  with  co- 
uples of  certain  books  which  had  been  supplied  to  the  members 
■of  the  last  congress — and  when  a  vote  was  called  for  it  appeared 
that  a  quorum  was  not  then  present — so  nothing  was  decided 
in  respect  to  this  matter. 

Many  private  bills  were  afterwards  taken  up  and  considered, 
&c. 

Monday,  Feb.  3.  The  whole  of  this  day,  to  a  late  hour,  was 
■occupied  in  debate  upon  petitions  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  much  the 
larger  part  of  it  upon  the  memorial  from  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  &c.  &c.  presented 
by  Mr.  Selden  who  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 
This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Polk,  who  moved  to  refer  tlie 
memorial  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Tiiis  last  mo- 
tion having  precedence,  a  lon'i,  able,  and  interesting  debate 
took  place  upon  it;  which  ended  at  six  o'clock,  by  the  following 
■vote  upon  Mr.  Polkas  motion: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  Baylies,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns, Camhreleng,Carr, 
Casey,  Clianey,  Ohinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cram'er,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Ewins,  Forester, 
Fowler,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gilletl,  Joseph  Hall,  T.  H. 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Haw- 
kins, Henderson,  Howell,  Huhhurd,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jar- 
vis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kuvanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Levitt,  Lucas, 
Lyile,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.Mann,  Mardis,  McInlW,  McKay, 
McKiin,  McKinley,  McVean,  Miller,  Robert  MitThfll,  Muh- 
lenburg,  xMurphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Par^,  Parker,  Patterson,  D. 
J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Werson,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Ramsay,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith, 
■Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson, Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P.  White— 
113. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates, 
Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cage,  Carmichael,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  Wil- 
liam Clarke,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crock- 
ett, Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport, 
Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  J.  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
King,Lewis|Martindale,  Marshall,  John  Y.  Mason,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Milligan,  Moore,  Patton,  PottSj^Reed,  Reneher, 
Selden,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Stoddert,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton, 
WatmouKh,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 96. 

So  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.    And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

[The  preceding  would  shew  an  apparent  majority  of  seven- 
teen against  the  bank — but  incidental  qtiestinns  do  not  always 
shew  the  nlter^r  intentions  of  individuals,  and  some  may  think 
that  tlie  best  cmirse  of  proceodiiig  on  this  subject  is  through  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.] 

Tuesday,  Feb.  4.  After  some  time  spent  in  considering  the 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  pension  laws — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales  on  tl^e  subject  of  a  refusal  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  to 
tratisfer  to  the  Girard  bank,  the  United  States  pension  fund, 
(which  will  he  found  among  the  setiate's  proceedings).  The 
message  having  been  read  at  the  clerk's  table — 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  the  accompany- 
in2  documents,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Then  followed  a  wide  and  very  animated  discussion— the 
chair  oftentiines  interfering  to  keep  gentlemen  to  the  question. 
At  last,  the  previous  question  was  called  for  and  sustained,  119 
to  96. 

So  the  house  oidered  the  main  question  \^  be  put. 

It  was  put,  being  on  referring  the  papers  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and.  nieans,  (in  preference  to  the  judiciary),  and  decided 
liy  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  Jas.  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bodle, 
Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Casey, 
Saml.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson, 
Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  Fowler,  W.  K.  Fuller,  GjJleit,  Jos. 
Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarviti,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea, 
Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lyile,  A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann, 
Moses  Mason,  Mclntire,  McKim,  McKinlev,  McLene,  McVean, 
Miller,  Henry  Mitchell, Robert  Mitchell,  M'urphy.  Osgood,  Page, 
Parks,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pier- 
son,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Chas.  Slade,  Smith,  Speight, 
Standefer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Wage- 
ner, Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P.  While 
-107. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Arch- 
er, Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beatty, 
James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cage,Carr,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  Wm.  Clark, 
Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darling- 
ton, W.  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Evans,  E.  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fullon, 
Gamble,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hies- 
ler,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones, 
Laporte,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  Mardis, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Muhlcnburg,  Parker, 
Patton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Reneher,  Schley,  Sel- 
den, Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  While,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 106. 
So  the  papers  went  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
And  the  house  adjourned  at  sunset. 

Wednesday,  Feb,  5.  Many  private  bills  were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  deposite  question  coming  up  in  order,  and  Mr.  Jircher 
being  entitled  to  the  floor,  he  rose,  and  was  about  to  address  the 
house;  when 

Mr.  McJfiniej;,  of  Alabama,  asked  leave,  before  he  proceeded, 
to  siive  a  notice  to  the  house. 
Mr.  broker  having  yielned  the  floor, 

Mr.  McKinley  >iiiid,  that  it  had  been  ascertained  that  the  se- 
cretary's letter,  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  had  been  refer- 
red to  the  commillee  of  finance  in  the  other  house,  and  he  now 
wished  to  give  notice  that  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
should  have  closed  his  speech,  he  hoped  that  every  member 
would  come  prepared  lo  bring  the  present  question  to  a  ronclu- 
sinn.  Should  tlie  papers  go  to  a  committee,  and  a  report  be 
given  in,  the  general  question  would  still  remain  open,  and  eve- 
ry gentleman  would  have  a  full  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
views;  and  should  they  even  fail  in  referring  it  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  which  he  hoped  they  should  not,  the  same 
opportunity  would  still  be  given.  He  therefore  repeated  that 
he  hoped  all  would  come  prepared  to  bring  the  question  to  a 
termination.  It  was  not  their  intention  lo  coerce  a  termination 
of  it,  but  to  endeavor  to  obtain  it  in  the  regular  way. 

Mr.  Adams  said  tljfit  if  he  had  rightfully  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
notice  to  the  house;  and,  if  he  had  heard  him  correctly,  the  no- 
tice was  that  every  body  must  be  ready  for  the  question,  as  soon 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Richer)  should  lake  his 
seat.    If  that  was  not  the  notice,  what  was  it? 

Mr.  McKinley  said  he  was  sorry  he  should  have  exposed  him- 
self to  criticism  by  the  phrase  he  had  used.  What  he  meant 
had  been  only  to  express  his  wish  that  the  question  would  be 
speedily  taken. 

Mr.  Archer  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house  at  large  in 
continuation  of  his  speech  on  the  removal  or  the  deposites. 
When  Mr.  A.  concluded, 

Mr.  Peyton,  of  Tenn.  was  successful  against  half  a  dozen 
competitors  in  obtaining  the  floor,  and  spoke  for  some  lime  in 
reply,  especially  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  McDM_//ieat  the  commence- 
ment of  the  debate.  Before  he  drew  his  remarks  to  a  conclu- 
sion, he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn:  which,  though  re- 
sisted by  Mr,  Crajner,  who  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  (which 
the  house  refused  to  order)  succeeded,  and  the  house  adjourned 
about  three  o'clock. 

Thursday,  Feb.  6.  After  the  usual  offerings  of  resolutions, 
&c,  Mr.  Peyton  concluded  his  speech,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Wise,  of  Va.  who  spoke  warmly  in  favor  of  the  inslructions, 
because  in  favor  of  restoring  the  deposites.  and  at  the  same 
time,  in  general  defence  of  the  administration.  He  had  scru- 
ples as  to  the  charier  of  the  existing  bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  held  a  bank  indispensable  to  the  country  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  would  prefer  even  to  recharter  the  present  bank,  lo 
leaving  the  cnuntry  without  a  bank  of  any  kind. 
Alter  Mr.  PFise  closed — 

IMr.  Bouldin  got  the  floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  ^cariis/cj/ opposed  the  motion,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows — 
yeas  113,  nays  103. 
So  the  house  adjourned  about  half  after  3  o'clock. 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  to  invite  a  serious  reading  of  Mr. 
Wehster''s  report  on  the  deposite  question.  It  contains  as 
much  moderation  with  power,  mildness  with  severity, 
or  simplicity  with  demonstration,  as  ever  was  compress- 
ed into  so  small  a  space.  The  argument  on  the  right  of 
congress  over  this  question,  is  most  ahle  and  altogether 
conclusive — to  be  set  aside  only  by  the  interposition  of 
force. 

The  committee  on  finance  in  the  senate  consists  of 
Messrs.  Webster,  Tyler,  Ewing,  Mangum  and  Wilkins, 
the  latter  was  the  only  dissentient  to  the  report  made  by 
Mr.  Webster. 

We  insert  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  pensions, 
and  should  have  also  inserted  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  had  it  reached  us  in  season,  or  been 
of  a  convenient  length.  It  is  laid  off  for  our  next.  The 
committee  insist  that  the  bank  has  taken  an  erroneous 
view  of  the^subject.  The  business  is  one  about  which  the 
bank  is  perfectly  indifferent — the  use  of  the  money  being 
of  less  consideration  than  the  labor  and  cost  of  disbursing 
it.  But  the  directors  are  of  opinion  that  the  payment  of 
the  pensions  by  the  bank  is  provided  for  by  law,  and  that 
they  cannot  give  up  the  funds  but  in  consequence  of  a  le- 
gal enactment,  however  willing  they  are  to  part  with 
them.  Let  a  law  for  that  purpose  be  passed — and  they 
"will  gladly  rid  themselves  of  this  trouble  and  expense. 
But,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  they  will  incur  the  responsibility,  and  subject  them- 
selves, perhaps,  to  suits,  on  account  of  moneys  iUegally 
parted  with.  The  United  States  cannot  be  sued,  but  the 
bank  may.  If  there  is  really  so  much  feeling  about  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution  as  some  so  often  express,  tlie 
affair  is  easily  settled.  Let  the  bank  he  permitted  to  make 
the  present  payment,  with  any  reservation  which  the  se- 
cretary of  war  is  pleased  to  entertain,  and  an  act  be  pass- 
ed to  settle  the  course  of  future  proceedings.  The  pen- 
sioners should  not  suffer  because  of  these  conflicting 
views.  The  bank  will  pay  them,  so  far  as  the  money  in 
hand  goes,  if  allowed.  It  is  no  matter  to  those  who  re- 
ceive it  from  whence  it  comes,  if  in  current  cash. 

A  great  deal  of  private  suffering  will  be  caused  by  this 
proceeding — for  which  there  is  no  sort  of  necessity,  nor 
reason.  The  bank  stands,  or  is  supposed  by  the  direc- 
tors to  stand,  as  what  the  lawyers  call  a  garnishee^  and 
refuses  to  pay  over  the  money  until  the  right  to  it  is  le- 
gally established.     Then  there  will  be  no  difficulty. 

We  hope  that  the  names  attached  to  the  different  me- 
morials from  our  principal  cities  and  towns,  whether  for 
or  against  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposvtes  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  may  be  published,  that  impo- 
sitions on  the  constituted  authorities  may  be  detected  and 
exposed.  This  i)roceeding  vvilj  partake  of  the  character 
of  that  noble  "invention"  (an  Amei-iean  one,  we  believe), 
of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  which  every  member  of 
our  several  legislatures  is  placed  on  his  own  "responsi- 
bility," as  every  freeman  ought  to  be. 

It  will  be  seen  in  our  sketches  of  the  proceedings  of 
congress,  that  a  large  number  of  petitions  have  been,  and 
are  being,  presented.  In  trutii,  as  we  have  more  than 
once  observed,  the  question  coneenttng  the  deposites  and 
the  bank,  is  that  which  seems  to  absorb  evei  y  other,  just 
D0>r. 


There  is  abundant  evidence,  we  think,  in  recently  au- 
thorised publications  in  the  "Globe,"  and  in  the  declara- 
tions of  the  several  committees  who  have  lately  waited 
upon  him,  when  present  in  Washington  as  bearers  of  me- 
morials praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  will  not,  under  any 
circumstanees — 
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1.  Sanction  or  approve  any  proceeding  having  for  its 
object  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.* 

2.  Tliat  he  will  not  sign  any  bill  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  present  bank,  or  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 
bank,  no  matter  what  may  be  its  conditions. 

3.  That  he  will  persevere  in  the  experiment  now  mak- 
ing through  the  medium  of  the  state  banks,  and,  if  the 
experiment  fails, 

4.  Will  insist  upon  a  resort  to  a  specie  currency. 
The  statements  which  bear  us  out  in  making  these 

conclusions  are  numerous  and  substantial,  and  ihall  be 
laid  aside  for  future  use,  if  necessary. 

Persons  feeding  at  the  public  crib,  unless  elected  to  of- 
fice, as  common  decency  demands,  should  absent  them- 
selves from  popular  assemblies  for  political  purposes.  In 
old  fashioned  times  we  have  seen  some  such,  with  "black 
cockades"  in  their  hats  as  big  as  half  pecks,  pretty  rough- 
ly told  that  they  had  no  business  at  such  meetings — 
and  they  took  the  hint,  and  departed.  And  we  iiave 
known  many  public  officers,  being  also  gentletnen,  who 
carefully  avoided  such  meetings,  thinking  it  indelicate  in 
them  to  attend.  President  Jackson  has  cautioned  public 
officers  on  tliis  subject — but  they  are  always  the  first  and 
the  last,  and  the  most  resolute,  in  attendance.  The  chief 
speaker  at  the  late  "democratic"!  meeting  held  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, against  thB  bank,  was  the  postmaster  of  that 
city.  And  at  the  late  Tammany  meeting  in  New  York, 
certain  custom  house  officers  were  made  very  conspicu- 
ous. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  pressure  on  the  money 
market,  but  see  it  stated  that  when  the  pressing  vote  of 
106  to  107  was  lately  taken  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  a  reference  of  the  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States  concerning  the  payment  of  pensions, 
the  declaration  of  the  vote  was  received  with  a  clapping 
of  hands! — though  the  majority  was  only  one,  and  that 
one  influenced  by  considerations  that  were  not  in  corres- 
pondence with  those  which  influenced  the  majority  of 
the  members  with  whom  he  voted. 

The  "Richmond  Whig"  asks  the  question — "What 
does  the  reader  think  of  Andrew  Jackson,  esq.  franking 
Mr.  Benton's  speech,  with  his  own  hand,  to  certain  de- 
termined opponents  in  the  house  of  delegates?" 

A  shocking  occurrence  took  place  in  the  house  of  re- 
]n*eser.tatives  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  Boiddin,  of  Virginia, 
M'hile  speaking  on  the  deposite  question,  was  observed  to 
falter,  and  soon  fell,  and  tvas  dead! — having  just  made  a 
reference  to  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Randolph.  The  lady 
of  Mr.  B.  was  in  the  gallery  of  the  house  at  the  time,  and 
witnessed  the  appalling  scene. 

A  very  decided  stand  has  been  taken  at  Philadelphia 
against  Fojicy  Fain,',  and  for  several  reasons;  but  espe- 
cially because  of  their  interference  with  the  pursuits  of 
the  female  Uiboring  classes — whose  subsistence  depends 
on  the  employment  of  their  time.  At  a  late  meeting 
called  to  consider  the  subject,  however,  much  diversity 
of  opinion  prevailed,  and  sometliing  like  a  riot  ensued. 
It  is  rather  a  strange  thing  to  quart  el  about. 

^Somft,  indeed,  freely  say  that  he  will  not  suffer  lliem  to  be 
removed. 

fThe  presentation  of  the  memorial  agreed  to  at  this  meeting, 
by  Mr.  Willdna,  because  of  the  nbiindance  of  the  word  "demo- 
crncv''  in  it.  canned  a  seneral  laugh  in  the  senate,  in  which  Mr. 
Wilkins  himself  joined— in  recollection  of  the  siuidy  federal- 
ism of  that  gentleman  when  old  parly  names  ha*}  reference  t9 
principles. 
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There  are  many  rumors  as  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
present  "cabinet,"  at  Washington — It  is  said  that  Mr. 
Rives  will  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Taney,  who  is  to  go  to 
Russia;  and  that  Messrs.  JUcZiune  and  Cass  will  retire, 
unless  Mr.  Kendall  is  dismissed.  It  is  also  stated,  and 
with  much  more  apparent  evidence  of  truth,  that  Mr. 
Barry  will  resig7i. 

We  mention  these  things  as  we  see  them  stated.  This 
we  believe,  that  there  is  a  great  lack  of  cordiality  among 
the  leading  members  of  the  executive  government — 'which 
may  have  led  to  the  reports  about  changes,  &c. 

We  have  a  few  scraps  of  foreign  news,  which,  though 
unimportant,  are  inserted — by  way  of  variety.  We  are 
still  a  long  while  without  intelligence  from  Europe. 

TJiyiTED    STATES   BANK  ITEMS. 

The  aggregate  loans  of  the  bank  of  the  United   States 


January  1833,  amomited  to 
Same  January  1834 


)1, 695, 913  57 
54,911,461  70 


Total  deposites- 
Same 


-Jan. 


Reduction 
1833      20,271,221 
10,965,375 


1834 


6,784,451  87 


9,305, 8 i5  42 


2,521,393  55 
And  the  discounts  of  the  bank,  in  January  1834,  com- 
pared with  its  means,  in  January  1833,  were  greater  in  the 
large  sum  of  2,521,393  dollars. 

The  circulation  of  the  bank,  Jan.  1834,  was    19,208,379 

1833  17,459,571 


Public  dep. 
Private 
Public 
Private 


1833 


1834 


Increase  1,748,808 

12,752,453 

7,518,677 

4,230,509 

6,734,860 

Of  the  reduced  deposites  ($9,305,845)  8,522,034  were 
public.  Since  the  1st  of  January  the  whole  public  de- 
posites have  been  reduced  to  about  half  a  million! 

The  discounts  of  the  office  at  JVew  York  on  the  5th 
February,  1834,  amounted  to  6,430,200 

Same  on  the  9th  October,  1833,  just  after 
the  removal  of  the  deposites 


6,034,750 


Increase 
Public  deposites,  9th  Oct.  1833 
Ditto  5th  Feb.  1834 


3,702,000 
75,600 


395,450 


3,777,600 


4,173,050 
And  the  actual  increase  of  discounts,  compared  with 
the  means  of  this  office,  was  $4,173,050! 


Discounts  at  office  in  Baltimore,  Jan.  7,  1 833, 


Same 


"Deposites,  7th  January,  1833, 
Same       6th  January,  1834, 


Jan.  6,  1834, 

Decrease 

490,462 
346,891 


^1,743,109 
1,684,492 


58,617 


143,671 

85,054 

So  the  discounts  in  Jan.   1834,   compared    with   the 

means,   were   85,054   dollars   more  than   in  Jan.   1833. 

But  in  the  last  year  money  was  "plenty,"  and  now  it  is 

exceedingly  "scarce!" 

How  is  this?  It  is  simply  from  the  reason  that  the 
people  had  confidence  in  1833,  and  have  but  little  confi- 
dence in  1834;  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  fi-ecly 
circulated  in  1833,  are  hoarded,  like  old  gold,  in  1834. 
Hundreds  of  state  banks  have  failed — but  no  one  thinks 
that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  will  fail. 

Why  do  not  the  state  banks,  which  have  received  the 
deposites,  ease-off  the  pressure?  If  tliese  deposites 
made  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  so  powerful,  has  the  money 
lost  its  virtue  in  being  transferred?  How  is  it?  The 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  has  increased  its  circulation  nearly  two 
millions— though  suffijring  the  Joss  of  more  than  nine 
millions  in  deposites,  (showing  a  direct  difference  of  ele- 


ven millions,)  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  people — and  yet 
party  imputes  the  pressure  to  this  bank!  Let  the  new 
deposite  banks  shew  what  they  have  done.  Why  are  not 
their  discounts  increased,  in  proportion  to  the  new  means 
afforded?  Why  have  they  not  filled  up  the  vacuum? 
Let  us  see!  They  cannot — they  are  incapable  of  doing 
it.  There  is  no  concert  between  them.  Each  is  con- 
tending for  itself — each  has  new  projects  and  views  of  its 
own — and  these  are  paramount! 

ViiiRixiA.  From  Richmond,  we  learn  that  the  reso- 
lutions concerning  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which 
had  i>^sed  the  house  of  delegates,  having  been  returned 
to  that  body  from  the  senate  \n  a  different  form,  the  sense 
of  the  house  of  delegates  was  again  taken  upon  the  several 
propositions  which  they  include,  on  the  11th  inst.  That 
which  pronounces  the  removal  of  the  deposites  by  the 
executive  to  be  "a  dangerous  and  alarming  assumption  of 
power  by  that  officer,"  was  passed  by  83  yeas  to  41  nays. 
That  which  expresses  the  apprehension  and  distrust  with 
which  the  legislature  regard  the  disposition  of  the  execu- 
tive "to  extend  his  official  authority  beyond  its  just  and 
proper  limits,"  was  passed  by  85  yeas  to  35  nays.  These 
are  strong  tests  of  public  opinion  in  that  quarter. 

Pennsylvania.  The  following  are  the  appropriations  in  the 
bill  reported  by  the  internal  improvement  coiuraittee  on  Tues- 
day. 

To  finish  old  works. 

Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road,     .        .        .  $804  900 

Allegheny  rail  road,        ,        .        .        .        .        .  365^900 

West  Branch  canal, goi  goo 

North  Branch  canal,     .        .        .        ,        .        .  17400 

Beaver  canal,                     St'ioO 

French  creek  canal,             .....  94  400 

For  collectors,  houses  and  lots,      ....  loo'ooo 

Repairs,                   375',000 

Damages,                   .        .        .    -  .        .        .        .  49,000 

Extensions. 

Canal  from  Conneaut  to  Erie,      ....  200,000 

Canal  to  Ohio  state  line, 100,000 

Out  let  lock  at  Bainbridge,          ....  15,000 


Total  appropriation, 
[The  amount  is  a  great  deal  of  money- 


$2,479,900 
-"in  these  times.]" 


Southern  liberality.  John  McDonongh,  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  has  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  praying  for  leave  to 
educate  hisslaves.  He  states  that  he  is  the  owner  of  from  for- 
ty to  fifty  black  children,  male  and  female,  of  various  ages,  the 
oflTspring  of  old  and  faithful  servants,  who  have  mostly  been 
born  under  his  roof.  These  slaves  are  valuable,  being  mostly 
mechanics,  and  would  sell  for  $150,000.  The  design  of  the 
owner,  however,  is  to  give  freedom  to  all,  and  colonize  them  in 
Liberia.  For  this  purpose,  and  that  they  may  be  qualified  for 
the  proposed  new  sphere  of  action,  he  desires  permission  to 
educate  them.  [iV.  Y.  Com.  ^dv. 

Mexico.  The  following  private  letters  have  been  published 
in  the  National  Intelligencer-  They  present  horrible  views  of 
the  state  of  the  country — the  doings  of  the  generals  and  the 
priests  have  maddened  the  people. 

Saltillo,  October  10, 1833. 

This  country  is  so  very  unsettled,  that  it  is  dangerous  for 
foreijifiers  to  travel  without  being  well  armed.  There  is  a  great 
fair  to  be  held  in  this  town  with  bull  fights,  &c.  and  the  robbers 
are  collecting  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  A  body  of  28  men 
robbed  twice  last  week,  within  5  leagues  of  this  capital,  which 
is  the  metropolis  of  Coahuila  and  Texas.  The  army  being 
completely  disorganized,  colonels  and  captains  are  said  to  be 
in  those  bands,  who  rob  and  kill  whenever  they  get  a  chance. 
We  iilways  travel  in  bodies  of  six  or  eight.  If  you  could  see 
me  mounted  ftir  the  road,  you  would  think  of  Don  Quixotic — 
a  double  barrelled  fowling  piece  hung  at  n:y  saddle  bow,  your 
riflle  barrelled  pistols  in  holsters,  and  a  heavy  pair  of  belt  pistols 
buckled  around  me — to  complete  the  whole,  a  large  horseman's 
sabre  at  my  side.  A  confidential  servant  armed  in  like  manner; 
my  other  servant,  who  packs  the  mules  and  takes  care  of  them, 
carries  no  arms  but  his  lasso  and  sabre,  with  a  Spanish  knife. 

I  came  up  with  five  other  gentlemen  to  attend  the  fair,  each 
armed  as  above,  with  servants  in  like  manner.  I  shall  not  re- 
main here  to  the  fair,  as  the  cholera  is  passing  rapidly  on  to 
Chihuahua,  and  I  want  to  anticipate  it. 

Durango,  N'ovember  IS,  1833. 

I  have  had  ofl^ers  to  enter  the  army  in  the  line  of  my  profes- 
sion, which  I  shall  not  accept,  as  we  are  probably  on  the  eve  of 
another  revolution,  which  will  be  dreadful. 

'I'he  congress  and  gen.  St.  Anna  have  passed  a  law  abolishing 
the  canonries,  taking  away  the  tenths  of  every  thing  from  the 
church,  reducing  all  thecanonizos  to  the  rank  of  private  priests, 
and  allowing  all  persons  why  have  taken  religious  vows  to 
enter  agaitj  into  society  under  the  protection  of  the  authorities. 
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Tlie  clergy  find  themselves,  at  once,  cut  off  from  all  their  livirit^s, 
and  entirely  dependent  on  the  voluntary  contribulioiis  of  the 
people.  All  the  colleges  in  the  country  ure  abolished;  thus 
taking  the  education  of  the  youth  out  of  the  linndsof  the  [)riests, 
and  establishins;  five  colleges  for  the  purpose  of  iiii^lnicling  in 
the  Greek,  (which  heretofore  has  never  been  taught),  and  the 
modern  languages  that  have  not  been  taught  amongst  us.  If 
professors  cannot  be  found  am<uig  the  natives,  foreign  profes- 
sors are  to  be  appointed,  without  regard  to  their  religious  tenets. 

Another  proposition  is  before  congress,  to  declare  the  Mexican 
church  separate  and  distinct  from  that  of  Rome,  and  in  every 
respect  independent  of  the  pope.  The  priests  of  Gaudaxara  have 
sent  a  remonstrance  to  the  president,  warni.  :  liim  not  to  sign 
the  bill  in  case  it  should  pass  botii  houses,  and  manifesting  their 
determination  to  die  martyrs  to  the  cause  sooner  than  submit  to 
any  abridgement  of  the  powers  of  the  pope.  It  will  undoubtedly 
pass  into  a  law,  and  as  undoubtedly  receive  the  signature  of  the 
patriotic  and  reforming  St.  Anna.  The  clergy  will  now  have  to 
come  forward  atid  call  upon  the  people,  or  submit  in  silence,  in 
a  few  months,  to  a  general  toleration  of  religion. 

The  people  are  daily  becoming  prepared  for  it.  I  have  not 
conversed  with  a  single  young  man  of  education  and  family 
that  is  not  a  Deist.  Volney's  Ruins  are  in  the  hands  of  every 
man  in  the  country,  who  pretends  to  any  thing  like  information. 
Voltaire,  Rousseau  and  Paine,  are  universally  read  by  all  classes 
who  are  able  to  read. 

I  came  to  this  place  to  meet  general  Montezuma,  who  in 
Monterey  seized  a  sum  of  inoncy  on  its  way  to  the  coast,  part 
of  which  belonged  to  myself  and  partner.  Our  only  redress  is 
an  order  on  the  custom  house  in  Metamoros — which  is  worth 
no  more  than  20  per  cent,  as  he  says  he  must  have  money  for 
his  troops. 

Polish  heroism.  Three  of  the  confederates  of  Dziewicki, 
who  has  poisoned  himself,  have  been  shot  at  Warsaw,  in  the 
public  place  ..of  execution,  without  the  walls.  They  all  died 
with  a  display  of  courage  and  firmness,  hoping  that  their  deaths 
might  be  useful  to  their  unhappy  country.  Olkowski,  in  parti- 
cular, showed  great  self  command.  While  on  his  way  to  execu- 
tion, he  gathered  up  a  handful  of  the  soil,  and  exclaimed — "For 
this  we  have  fought,  and  for  this  we  are  willing  to  die!"  The 
tombs  of  these  young  heroes  have  become  objects  of  veneration 
to  the  people,  who  strew  flowers  and  garlands  upon  them. 
Many  women  have  compromised  themselves.  A  young  lady, 
named  Helen  Nowakowska,  has  received  200  stripes,  for  having 
sent  provisions  to  some  unfortunate  insurgents  who  were  dying 
of  hunger  in  the  woods.  The  horrible  punishment  was  inflicted 
in  one  of  the  barracks  of  Lubin,  to  the  sound  of  military  music; 
and  to  render  it  more  severe,  they  afterwards  shaved  her  head, 
and  confined  her  in  a  convent,  and  no  one  can  tell  when  she 
will  be  released.  The  wife  of  Orlowska  had  been  condemned 
to  receive  500  stripes  for  having  sheltered  one  of  her  relations. 
She  entreated  that  her  punishment  might  be  inflicted  publicly 
at  Warsaw,  in  order  that  it  might  inflame  the  courage  of  the 
patriflts.  This,  however,  being  denied  her,  on  the  day  her  sen- 
tence was  to  have  been  executed  she  was  found  dead  in  her  pri- 
son, having  forced  pins  into  her  bosom.  [The  Polonaise. 
— »»♦«  ®  ®4««— 
TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  7.    Among  other  proceedings — 

Mr.  TaUmadge  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a  large  and 
respectable  number  of  the  mechanics,  manufacturers,  laborers 
and  others,  of  the  second  ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  exhibiting  the  great  ?tate  of  embarrass- 
ment and  distress  under  which  they  are  suffering,  ascribing  it 
•to  the  removal  of  the  public  depositcs  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  only  remedy  for  which,  they  consider,  is 
the  speedy  restoration  of  the  depo^ifes  and  the  recharter  of  the 
bank;  adding,  that  in  their  opuiion  the  president  has  no  power 
over  the  bank  other  than  by  a  scire  facias,  and  that  none  other 
has  been  given  by  the  constitution. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TaUmadge, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  paper  just  read  spoke  a  voice  he 
was  very  glad  to  hear^  it  spoke  the  voice  of  freemen;  of  the  la- 
boring portion  of  the  freemen  of  the  country,  and  one  that  ought 
to  be  heard  at  Washington,  and  when  heard  will  produce  a  pro- 
per effect.  Sir,  in  order  that  it  may  be  diffused  as  widely  as 
possible,  I  will  make  a  motion  that  I  am  sure  will  be  acquiesced 
in  by  the  gentleman  who  has  presented  the  memorial,  and  that 
is,  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay^s  motion  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  If-'cWcr  said,  that  on  the  subject  which  had  been  for  some 
time  under  discussion  in  the  senate,  one  of  great  public  interest 
had  notbcL-n  adverted  to,  on  which  he  confessed  his  views  were 
not  very  consolatory.  For  the  purpose  of  bringing  this  subject 
before  the  senate,  he  had  prepared  the  resolution  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  he  would  then  take  the  liberty  of  presenting. 
Wheti  it  came  up  for  consideration  to  morrow,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  make  some  explanations  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  committee  on  finance  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  probable  eftect  of  the  present  state  of  commercial 
affairs  on  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said,  that  he  had,  some  time  f-ince,  sub 
milted  a  resolution,  arising  out  of  the  present  stale  of  the  public 
distress,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time 


for  the  payment  of  revenue  bonds.  He  now  moved  the  senate  to 
take  up  this  resolution  and  dispose  of  it  in  some  way  or  other. 
'I'o  this  resolution  Mr.  Forsyth  had  moved  an  amendment, 
making  the  inquiry  general  as  to  the  cause  of  the  public  dis- 
tress, to  which  Mr.  Clay  had  moved  an  amendment, connectinj 
thu  general  inquiry  with  the  specific  object  contained  in  ihe 
original  resolution. 
'I'iie  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Clay^ 
Along  and  animated  debate  followed,  in  which  many  sub- 
jects of  a  very  interesting  nature  were  introduced — but  we  can- 
not even  present  an  ai)siract  of  it — for  some  room  must  be  left 
for  oilier  ihiiigs.   The  speakers  were  Messrs.  Ulay,  Kanej  Poin- 
(hixler,  Wilkins,  Sitsbee,  Black,  King,  of  Geo.  Chambers,  Web- 
ster and  Wright.     The  discussion  lasted  until  4  o'clock;  when 
Mr.  Mangum,  believing  that  the  resolution,  at  best,  would  afford 
only  temporary  relief,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  up  again — when 
M  r.  Clay  rose; — 

The  chair  (Mr.  King,  of  Ala.)  said  that  it  was  a  motion  which 
did  not  admit  of  debate,  and  the  senator  from  Kentucky  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  did  not  require  to  be  told  when  he  was 
in,  or  out  of,  order.  Whenever  he  was  out  of  order,  he  should 
be  ready  to  sulmiit  to  a  reliiike/row  the  chair.  But  he  had  now 
risen  to  ask  the  geiitletnan  from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  in  order  that  he  might  make  one  or  two  remark*. 
xMr.  Mangum — Certainly:  I  withdraw  the  motion. 
Mr.  Clay  then  commenced  some  observations  in  reply;  when, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  he  yielded  the  floor,  and  the 
senate  adjourned  till  Monday, 

February  10.  Many  memorials  being  presented  and  re.eolu- 
tionssubmitted, chiefly  with  respect  to  local  or  personal  affairs^- 
3Ir.  Southard  presented  the  memorial  adopted  in  Morris  artd 
Burlington  counties.  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  the  bank  and  pray- 
ing for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites;  and  took  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  character  of  the  people  of  these  counties,  and  to  express 
his  decided  opinion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  hrs 
state  coincided  with  them  in  sentiment,  and  that  he  should  obey 
the  voice  of  the  people,  and  not  consider  himstlf  bound  by  th« 
resolutions  recently  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state,  of 
the  proceedings  of  which  he  gave  some  account. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the  senate  went  into  the  conside- 
ration of  executive  business,  and  so  remained  for  several  hours; 
when  the  doors  were  opened — the  senate  adjourned. 

February  1 1.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  memorial  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
(brought  on  by  a  committee  of  gentlemen  appointed  by  the 
meeting),  complaining  of  their  great  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
and  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  which 
they  attribute  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  for  thek  immediate  res- 
toration to  that  institution. 

Mr.  McKean,  on  presenting  the  memorial,  said:  A  committee 
composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability  and  intelli- 
gence, from  Philadelphia,  now  in  attendance  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, had  a  few  moments  since  charged  him  with  a  me- 
morial to  be  presented  jo  the  senate,  signed  by  more  than  ten 
THOUSAND  citizens  of  that  vicinity,  deeply  complaining  of  pe- 
cuniary distress  and  derangement  of  the  currency,  which  they 
attributed  to  the  recent  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  congress  to  interfere  for 
their  relief.  I  have,  said  Mr.  McK.  been  honored  with  an  in- 
terview from  a  portion  of  this  committee,  and  have  listened  to 
their  statements;  and  however  1  may  differ  from  them  as  to  the 
true  cause  of  present  embarrassments,  and  the  proper  mode  of 
redress,  I  can  no  longer  doubt  the  reality  and  extent  of  suffer- 
ing in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  McK.  then  moved  that  the  memorial,  together  with  aler- 
ter which  he  had  received  from  the  committee,  be  read  by  the 
secretary,  and  that  both  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance, 
and  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  sn\(\  he  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  comprehended  not  only  the  printing  of  the  memo- 
rial, together  with  the  letter  of  the  committee,  but  the  names  of 
the  memorialists. 

Mr.  McKean  replied  that  he  had  not  intended  to  move  for  the 
printing  of  the  names,  but  he  would  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Keiituckj',  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Webster  followed,  and,  after  making  some  remarks  on 
the  reality  of  the  public  distress,  urged  upon  the  senate  the  ne- 
cessity of  action;  and  called  upon  those  who  "had  become 
sponsors  for  the  administration,"  to  take  the  subject  into  their 
serious  consideration,  believing  that  they  had  power  to  save  the 
country. 
The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 
Other  business  being  attended  to 

Mr.  Mangum  presented  tiie  prf>ceedings  and  resolutions  re- 
cently adopted  by  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Burke,  in  the 
western  part  of  iht;  state  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of 
the  pecuniary  embarrn?srnenfs,  growing  out  of  the  derarrged 
state  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  prevailing  in  that  section 
of  the  union,  which  they  attribute  to  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  tor 
their  restoration  to  that  institution,  wiih  such  other  measures 
of  relief  as  congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem  advisable. 

Some  difoussion  ensued  on  this  memorial,  in  Which  Mr. 
Manoum,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Bihb, 
participated;  of  which,  the  report  is  necessarily  postponed. 
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Mr.  Forsyth  had  just  risen  to  make  some  remarks,  when 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  announced,  ia  a  very  low  tone,  that 
during  the  discussion  in  the  other  house,  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  house,  Mr.  Bouldin,  of  Virginia,  had  suddenly  fallen 
in  his  plcice,  and  almost  immediately  died. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  12.  Mr.  Chambers  rose  and  saifi,he  had  been  charg- 
ed by  a  highly  respeclable  committee  of  gentlemen,  deputed 
from  a  meeting  recently  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  present 
to  the  senate  a  memorial  on  a  subject  of  nmch  interest — the  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency,  and  the  pecuniary  embarr.issinents 
which  interfered,  to  a  distressing  degree,  with  the  various  ope- 
rations of  commerce  and  of  industry.  In  presenting  this  me- 
morial, it  seemed  to  be  required  of  him  to  say  somethhig  re- 
specting the  character  of  tiie  mi^morialists,  and  the  manner  in 
which  their  metting  had  been  gotten  up.  Circumstances  of  no 
ordinary  interest,  however,  prevented  him  from  saying  more, 
at  the  present,  than  that  the  meeting  was  held  after  a  call  of 
only  two  days;  that  it  consisted  of  iiitelligent  and  respectable 
men,  without  distinction  of  political  parties,  and  thiit  their  me- 
morial was  signed  not  only  by  many  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, but  contained  the  signatures  of  bank  directors.  He  would 
not,  under  existing  circumstances,  obtrude  himself  further  on 
the  attention  of  the  senate,  but  would  content  himself  with  sim- 
ply moving  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of 
finance,  and  the  printing  of  it,  together  with  the  signatures  at- 
tached. The  memorial,  he  observed,  had  not  been  presented 
in  the  other  house. 

The  motion  of  i\Ir.  C.  was  then  carried  without  a  division. 

A  message  was  then  received  from  the  bouse  of  reprosenta- 
tives,  announcing  the  death  of  the  hon.  Thomas  Tyler  Bouldin, 
late  a  representative  from  the  state  of  Vircinia — and  that  his 
funeral  would  take  place  tomorrow  at  half  past  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Rives  then  rose,  and  after  a  brief  but  warm  notice  of  the 
deceased,  moved  that  the  senate  should  attend  the  funeral,  and 
stand  adjourned  until  half  past  ten  o'clock  to  morrow — and  so 
the  Sfcuaie  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  7      After  some  other  business — 
Mr.  Polk  moved  the  house  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  appro- 
priation bill. 
The  house  consented — ayes  104,  noes  44. 
Mr.  Wilde  tlien  inquired  what  question  was  before  the  house. 
The  chair  explained,  and  a  debate  on  questions  of  order  oc- 
curred, of  some  length. 
During  this  discussion — 

The  speaker  stated  briefly  the  present  state  of  the  hill.  The 
senate  had  agreed  to  the  bill  of  this  house  with  an  amendment: 
to  this  amendment  this  house  disagreed!  The  senate  adhered 
to  their  amendment,  and  the  house,  (after  having  refused  to 
recede  from  their  disagreement),  had  asked  a  conferrence.  The 
senate  agreed  to  the  conference;  and  managers  were  appointed, 
who  made  a  report  to  each  house.  On  the  question  of  con- 
curring with  the  managers  in  their  report,  this  house  non-con 
currcd.  It  was  now  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  rejecting  liie 
report,  and  the  effect  of  reconsidering,' or  not,  was  now  asked 
of  the  chair.  The  speaker  said,-  liiat.  if  the  house  agreed  to  re- 
consider, then  the  question  would  again  come  up  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference.  If  that  report  was  adopted 
by  the  house,  the  whole  proceeding  would  be  ended.  If  the 
house,  however,  refused  to  reconsider,  then  the  bill  would 
stand  before  the  house  in  the  shape;  it  did  at  the  time  the  fircjt 
conference  was  asked.  There  wf)uld  then  be  presented  threo 
alternatives  to  the  house:  1st.  They  might  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  senate's  amendment,  which  was  equiva- 
lent to  agreement,  and  then  the  bill  would  be  passed  with  tiie 
senate's  amendment.  2d.  They  might,  if  they  chose,  ask  ano- 
ther conference  with  the  SMiitte,  which  would  enable  other 
propositions  of  compromise  to  be  offered;  or  3d.  The  house 
might  refuse  to  recede  or  ask  another  conference,  but  adhere: 
in  which  case  the  bill  would  be  lost.  It  was  for  the  house  to 
decide  upon  the  course  proper  to  pursue. 

In  answer  to  a  suggestion  made,  as  the  point  of  order,  in  en- 
t«rtaining  a  second  time  the  motion  to  recede,  it  having  been 
once  made  and  decided,  the  speaker  said,  that,  when  the  motion 
was  first  made,  the  c/iairhad  not  looked  to  the  pulicular  stage 
of  the  bill,  and  had  suppo.-^ed  that  the  second  motion  to  recede 
would  not  be  in  ordi  r:  but,  on  reflection,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  his  first  impression  was  wrong,  and  that  it  was  in 
order.  The  parliamentary  usage,  the  choir  said,  was  this:  That, 
after  a  question  was  once  made  and  carried,  in  the  affirmative 
or  negative,  it  could  not  be  again  revived,  but  must  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  house.  This  rule,  however,  was  ratiier  to 
l»e  kept  in  substance  than  in  words;  and  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow 
had,  (whilst  in  the  house  of  oomiiions),  give  a  consirnotion  to 
this  part  of  the  lex  parliamentarin,  which  had,  ever  since,  uni- 
versally pervailcd:  it  was,  that  this  rule  did  not  extend  to  pre 
vent  the  putting  the  same  question  in  the  different  stnges  of  a 
bill,  (open  to  amendment),  nor  to  prevent  tlie  di^ehar-iing  of 
orders  that  have  been  previously  made,  though  on  great  d(;hhe- 
ration.  The  true  doctrine  was,  that,  in  every  stage  of  a  bill, 
every  part  of  the  bill  is  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  house, 
and  open  to  amendment,  iiither  for  insertion  or  omission,  whe- 
ther the  same  amendment  has  been  in  a  former  stage  accepted 
or  rejected.  The  house  might  therefore  have  refused,  in  the 
Jim  instance,  to  recede,  wiiij  a  view  lo  see  the  efftet  of  a  eon- 


ference;  consequently,  after  having  had  a  conference,  and  re- 
jecting the  report  of  their  committee,  they  might  be  now  dis- 
posed to  recede.  The  bill  is  not  at  the  same  stage,  and  the 
chair  has  no  doubt  that  it  is  in  order  to  move  again  to  recede. 

The  questioti  was  finally  taken  on  re-consideration,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — yeas  103, 
nays  11.5.  So  the  house  refused  to  re-consider  its  disagreement 
to  the  report  of  the  conferees. 

Mr.  Wilde  thereupon  moved  that  the  house  do  recede  from  its 
disagreement  to  the  senate's  amendment. 

The  whole  question  was  again  debated,  and  at  much  length, 
and  was  terminated  by  taking  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  receding, 
which  stood  as  follows— yeas  111,  nays  104.  So  the  house  re- 
ceded from  its  d.. •agreement  to  the  senate's  amendment;  by 
which  reces.siim  the  bill  now  requires  only  the  signature  of  the 
president  to  becoius  a  law. 

About  twenty  private  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  senate:  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  8.  For  the  first  time  in  the  present  session, 
the  house  sat  on  Saturday.  Many  members  were  absent,  and 
though  a  good  deal  of  minor  or  preparatory  business  was  attend- 
ed to,  nolliing  important  was  presented  or  considered. 
J^ionday,  Feb.  10.  Many  memorials  were  handed  in — 
liy  fvir.  Canihreleng  tour — praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
ware  housing  fiy.-iem;  from  the  working  men  of  N.  York  against 
"piiper  money;"  and  two  others  said  to  be  signed  by  more  than 
10,000  of  his  leliow  citizens,  praying  that  the  dcposites  may  not 
be  ru^toltd,  and  that  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  may  not  be  recliar- 
tered.  Mr.  C.  ni.ide  a  few  remarks  on  each  of  these  petitions. 
He  tiiought  it  possible  to  get  into  a  specie  currency,  in  time,  and 
charged  the  bank  with  being  the  cause  of  the  present  distress, 
and  he  called  upon  the  bank  to  relieve  it. 

Mr.  Selden  followed  and  presented  the  memorial  of  the  me- 
chanics and  arlizans  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites.  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  signed  by  about  three  thou- 
sand such,  being  most  of  those  who,  from  their  occupations, 
find  employment  for  a  very  large  part  of  the  labor  of  the  city, 
saying  that  if  the  present  state  of  affairs  should  much  longer 
continue,  they  would  be  compelled  to  discharge  their  hands  and 
close  their  shops.  Mr.  Selden  said,  he  believed  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand men  (all  voters  too),  are  engaged  in  the  employment  of 
house  building  alone,  from  the  digging  of  the  cellar  to  the  put- 
ting on  of  the  paint.  That,  as  he  was  informed,  scarcely  a  new 
contract  for  the  erection  of  buildings  had  been  made  for  the  ap- 
proaching sea.-on,  and  this  large  class  of  our  people  must  be  de- 
prived of  labor  and  support  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Chambers  presented  the  memorial  of  a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Franklin  county.  Pa.  praying  that  the  deimsites 
might  be  restored,  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  character  of 
the  memorialists. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  presented  the  memorial  of  a  large  meeting  of 
of  citizens  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  approbatory  of  the  course  of  the 
administration  in  reference  to  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Denny  presented  the  memorial  of  numerotis  citizen.''  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites.  Mr. 
D.  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Binney  presented  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  me- 
chanics, manufacturers  and  traders,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  congress  to  restore  the  public  deposites  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  stated  the  character,  &c.  of  the  signers  of  this  memo- 
rial, in  number  10,259  citizens,  with  their  professions  attached 
to  tlieir  names;  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  motion  for  refer- 
•^nee,  proposed  that  it  should  be  printed  with  the  names,  &c.  at 
full  length,  that,  if  a  single  case  of  imposition  existed,  it  might  be 
ascertained. 

Mr.  Sutherland  al.so  presented  a  memorial  said  to  be  signed 
by  10  or  11,000  of  his  constituents,  remonstrating  against  the  re- 
moval of  th<!  deposites;  and  he  also  |)resented  a  memorial  from 
a  meeting  of  the  "democrats"  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  [Mr. 
Binney^s  district]  remonstrating  against  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, and  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  speaker  presented  the  memorial  of  a  meeting  held  at 
Moyamensing,  and  another  at  Harrisburgh  on  the  subject  of  th« 
deposites. 

Mr.  Watmongh  presented  the  prRceedinps  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  residing  in  tlu>  third  district,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  VV.  said  he  felt  much  pride  in  pniseiiting  this  paper,  inas- 
much as  this  portion  of  his  constituents  had  taken  a  lofty  stand 
against  executive  usurpation.  Mr.  Watmou^h  also  presented  a 
memorial  from  another  portion  of  his  constituents,  (to  whose 
sentiments  and  wishes  he  owed  the  highest  respect,  thonah  va- 
riant from  his  own),  which  was  of  a  very  different  complexion 
from  that  just  presented.  He  moved  the  reference  of  tiiis  me- 
morial; but  before  it  was  referred— 

Mr.  Speight  called  for  the  reading  of  it,  and  it  was  read  ac- 
cordingly- 

Mr.  yVatmough  said  he  was  happy  the  gentleman  had  got  the 
reading  of  the  memorial:  it  posses.«ed  at  least  one  striking  mer- 
it—it  "went  the  whole  hog."  He  then  called  for  the  reading 
of  tlie  memorial  which  he  had  first  presented;  but 

Tiie  c/l-air  decided,  that,  as  the  memorial  had  been  referred, 
the  call  for  its  reading  wa^e  out  of  order. 

iMr.  WalinoagJiiiikvA  tlie  consent  of  the  house  to  have  it  read; 
hot  it  was  refused.  n«  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rulp,  for  tb« 
purpose;  but  that  motion  was  aUo  negatived. 
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He  then  finally  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  reference;  but 
this  also  was  refused — ayes  8S,  noes  102. 

Mr.  Stewart  presented  twenty  one  memorials,  all  numerous- 
ly signed,  by  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  o(  a  furliier 
subscription  of  stock  to  the  Ches'apeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Mr.  McKim  presented  the  memorial  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Baltimore  a«d  Ohio  rail  road,  in  favor  of  a  fur- 
ther subscription  of  stock  by  congress  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  catiai. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  that  this  memorial  be  printed,  and  took 
the  occasion  to  express  his  hi;;h  gratification  at  this  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  nnfor 
tunate  contioversy  which  had  so  long  retarded  the  progress  of 
this  great  enterprize.  It  is  now  evident  that  these  great  rival 
companies  were  hereafter  to  co-operate  as  friends  and  allies  in 
preaecuting  this  great  work,  which,  so  far  as  it  had  progressed, 
was  surpassed  in  the  durability  and  grandeur  of  its  structure  by 
no  similar  work  in  the  world.  He  said,  it  must  be  gratifying  to 
all  the  friends  of  the  work,  that,  with  this  controversy,  one  of 
the  most  serious  obstacles  toils  progress  was  removed.  This 
magnanimous  act,  on  the  part  of  tiie  rail  road  company,  was 
worthy  the  patriotic  and  enlightened  source  from  which  it  ema 
nated;  it  was  wortliy  and  characteristic  of  the  generous  libera- 
lity which  so  eminently  distinguished  "the  monumental  city," 
from  which  it  came.  He  hoped  the  house  would  (bllow  the  ex- 
ample of  those  rival  companies,  and  that  when  the  bill,  now  on 
the  table,  providing  for  the  object  indicated  by  the  memorial, 
came  up,  the  contending  parties  in  this  house  would  for  a  mo- 
ment forget  the  quarrels  which  so  much  disturbed  and  marred 
the  progress  of  business  here,  and  concur  for  once  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  favorite  object  of  the  father  of  tiis  country 
and  thereby  unite,  by  a  powerful  and  endearing  bond,  the  east 
and  the  west — the  seat  of  the  federal  government  with  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barber  presented  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Nor- 
wich, in  Connecticut,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  proceedings  of  the  day  will  sufficiently  appear  here- 
after. All  the  memorials  concerning  the  deposites,  &c.  were 
referred,  without  opposition,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Tuesday^  Feb.  11.  Some  preliminary  business  being  transact- 
ed— Mr.  CAi/fo«'s  resolution  in  favor  of  an  extension  of  the  pen- 
sion system,  came  up,  on  which  Mr.  Chilton  Mian,  who  was 
entitled  to  the  floor,  offered  to  yield,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
bouse  to  take  the  question  without  further  debate.  Mr.  Gilmer 
wisl^ed  that  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bonldin  should  be 
discussed;  but  Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  previous  question.  Jt 
was  agreed  to  be  taken,  13S  to  66.  The  main  question  on  the 
resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
allirraative — yeas  119,  nays  87. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fo  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  passed  7th  June,  1832,  granting 
pensions  to  certain  classes  of  troops  therein  named,  as  to  em- 
brace within  its  provisions  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  wars 
against  the  Indians  subsequent  to  tin;  close  of  the  revolntionary 
war,  and  down  to  the  treaty  of  Grenville,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Some  other  matters  being  attended  to,  which  will  appear  in 
their  progress — 

The  depoiite  question  then  coming  up  as  the  order  of  the 
day — 

Mr.  Bouldin,  of  Va.  rose  to  address  the  house,  and  began  in 
the  following  words: 

"Before  I  submit  some  remarks  T  wished  to  make  on  the  mer- 
its of  the  very  serious  question  before  the  house,  I  musi  advert 
to  a  rebuke  which,  with  all  due  humility,  I  received  from  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Wise).  He  stated,  and  truly,  that,  although  Mr. 
Randolph,  when  he  died,  had  been  a  member  elect  of  this  body, 
yet  that  that  fact  had  not  been  announcwl  on  this  floor.  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  taking  to  myself  a  general  remark  not  pecu- 
liarly directed  to  myself;  but  when  a  general  remark  is  of  such 
a  kind  that  it  will  apply  to  no  one  else,  or  not  to  any  one  else 
with  equal  propriety,  I  am  compelled  to  take  notice  of  it.  My 
colleague  did  not  as  kindly  suggest  that  this  ought  to  have  been 
done,  until  he  mentioned  it  in  his  remarks  on  this  floor;  but 
another  colleague  most  kindly  and  delicately  did,  through  ano- 
ther person,  suggest  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  done:  and  now, 
as  is  my  duty,  I  must  tell  my  colleague,  and  this  house,  and  my 
consttloents,  the  reason  why  Mr.  Raiidolpii's  death  was  not 
here  announced.  But  I  can't- tell  the  reason  why  his  death  was 
not  announced,  without  telling  what  I  told  a  friend  that  I  should 
(say,  in  case  I  did" 

[Here  Mr.  Bouldin  swooned,  fell,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after 
expired.'] 

And  the  house  immediately  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  12.     As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read — 

Mr.  Archer  rose  and  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  S(ieaker,  not  to  an- 
nounce to  the  house— that  were  superfluous— hut  to  submit  the 
resolutions  rendered  proper  by  the  <lreadful  catastrophe  of 
which  we  were  all  appalled,  and,  f  am  sure  I  may  add,  afflict 
ed,  spectators,  yesterday;  by  which  I  have  been  deprived  of  an 
esteemed  friend,  and  the  state  to  which  we  both  belonged,  at  a 
moment  of  the  extremest  public  excitement,  of  one  of  the  most 
valued  and  valuable  of  her  representatives  en  this  floor. 


I  know  srir,  that  I  should  outrage  the  feelings  of  the  house,  as 
1  should  violate  my  own,  wt-rc  1  to  avail  myself  of  this  occa- 
sion, to  pay  at  lai-!.'(!  the  tribute  of  esteem  to  my  departed  col- 
league and  friend,  which  would,  under  other  circumstances,  be 
due  to  the  annunciation  of  his  loss.  He  was  of  a  character 
which  luiglit  well  be  fruitful  of  [i.inegyric,  if  it  were  now  allow- 
ed me  to  dwell  upon  it.  Jt  was  hirf  fortune  to  have  raised  him- 
self from  the  humblest  condition  of  life,  to  rank  in  his  profes- 
sion— to  a  high  judicial  station  at  home — and  to  a  seat,  and  that 
no  undistinguished  one,  on  this  floor,  by  llu^  aid  of  merit  alone. 
At  an  age  approaching  to  majority  he  was  following  the  plough, 
and,  so  far  from  regarding  this  circumstance  with  shame,  or  de- 
siring to  conceal  it,  he  had  the  superior  mind  to  regard  and  to 
speak  of  it  with  exultation,  as,  what  it  truly  was,  an  honor. 
Without  fortune  or  influential  friends,  or  the  aid  even  of  edu- 
cation, he  had  lifted  himself  to  general  esteem,  to  indepen- 
dence, and  to  a  place,  which  he  regarded,  as  I  do,  inferior  to 
none  in  point  of  honor — a  seat  in  this  house. 

Sir,  iff  felt  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  theme,  no  man  would  be 
better  authorised,  from  knowledge,  to  bear  the  high  testimony 
which  it  merited,  to  his  character,  as  a  jirivate  and  a  public 
man;  nor,  let  me  add,  would  there  be  any  one  who  would  be 
more  glad  and  proud  to  render  this  just  tribute  to  his  inemory 
and  virtues.  But  I  dare  not  pursue  the  theme,  just  and  grate- 
ful as  it  would  be.  The  awful  catastrophe  we  have  been  call- 
ed to  witness  and  deplore,  speaks  to  our  hearts;  and,  let  me 
add,  to  our  horror,  iir  a  language  which  forbids  it.  I  feel  that  I 
ought  not,  may  I  say  that  I  cannot,  add  more;  and  I  content 
myself,  tlierefore,  after  this  brief  and  partial  norioe,  with 
sending  to  the  chair  the  resolutions  I  hold  in  my  hand,  such  as 
are  ordinarily  adopted  on  occasions  of  this  description. 

Mr.  Archer  then  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Thomas  Tyler  Bouldin,  at  11  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  order  for 
superintending  the  funeral  of  Thomas  T.  Bouldin,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  this  house,  from  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  liou-^e  will  testify  their 
respect  to  the  inemory  of  Thomas  T.  Bouldin,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  that 
body  of  the  death  of  Thomas  T.  Bouldin,  late  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  stale  of  Virginia;  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  tomorrow,  at  11  o'clock,  from  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  representatives. 

The  resolnijons  were  unanimously  acJopted;  and  then  the 
house  adjourned. 

Neither  house  of  congress  sat  on  Thursday — the  members  ge- 
nerally attending  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr. 

Bouldin. 

BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCY,  Stc 

MEETINGS,    &C. 

A  great  many  meetings  of  the  people  have  been  recently  held, 
or  are  about  to  be,  held,  to  petition  congress  for  a  restoration  of 
tile  public  de|)osites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Such 
meetings  are  numerous  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  The 
trades  also,  at  New  York  and  Phiiadelpliia,  and  other  places, 
are  taking  up  the  subject.  Such  meetings  of  the  mechanics, 
and  other  working  people,  will  soon  become  general.  The 
pressure,  so  much  spoken  of  for  two  or  three  months  past,  is 
now  reaching  them,  and  ii  is  beconting /<?c/mg/i/  manifest  to 
every  man  that,  in  the  present  contracted  and  embarrassed 
state  of  the  currency,  the  ^00,68  earned  cannot  be  paid.  This 
will  bring  about  a  close  examination  of  the  merits  of  these  pro- 
ceedincs  which  have  baffled  the  public  prosperity,  and  a  just 
issue  will  be  joined.  Speculative  opinions  will  avail  nothing 
with  hungry  bellies.  If  there  is  any  right  or  necesbity  why 
people  should  suffer,  like  good  citizens,  they  will  endure  priva- 
tions of  all  sorts;  but  the  reason  of  things  must  be  made  clear, 
before  persons  will  sternly  encounter  the  ruin  of  their  business, 
and  the  want  of  employment.  And,  when  the  fervor  of  party 
spirit  subsides,  and  the  voice  of  trutii  is  permitted  to  be  heard,  it 
will  be  universally  confessed,  we  think,  that  the  persevering  and 
deadly  hostility  of  "the  government"  against  the  bank,  is  the 
true  source  of  the  evils  which  beset  us.  The  batik  is  doing  all 
that  it  prudently  can  fo  relieve  our  neeossitie*.  But  it  must 
maintain  itself — and  when  we  recollect  that  tlie  whole  power 
of  "the  government,"  of  the  "oiganized  press"  and  disciplined 
bodies  of  oflice  holders  and  hunters,  seem  determined  to  destroy 
the.  Uixnk,  if  possHile  to  do  it^  un  matter  how  vast  shall  be  the 
amount  of  calamity  to  follow  it,  the  directors  would  deserve  to 
be  treated  as  traitors,  if  neglecting  to  defend  themselves  and 
the  wliolesonteness  of  the  currency,  now  committed  to  their 
keeping,  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

A  second,  and  the  greatest  nieefinc  of  the  people  over  held  in 
Pittsbursh,  took  place  on  the  61I1  insi.  It  was  attended  by  per- 
sons of  all  parties,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  pass  resolutions 
in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  for  which  there  had 
been  a  rallying.  But  those  for  a  return  of  the  deposites  were 
carried  by  an  ovftrwhelming  majority. 

There  was  a  large  meeting  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank,  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  6th  insl.    The  proceedings  are  signed  by 
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Slenry  Horn,  president,  12  vice  presidents  and  4  secretaries. 
They  declare  that  the  iiicorporatiou  by  llie  general  government 
of  any  bank,  with  banking  |)rivileges  to  be  exercised  through 
out  tlie  union,  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  higiily  danger- 
ous to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  The  icnioval  of  the  depo- 
sites  is  pronounced  "a  measure  fraught  uilli  wisdom." 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  delegation  from  New  York, 
bearing  tlie  anti-bank  memorial,  was  announced,  and  tlie  gen- 
tlemen composing  it  were  ushered  into  the  room  with  the  most 
<enthusiaslic  cheers. 

Another  large  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  bank  was  held  in 
ithe  Northern  Liberties  (Philadelphia),  at  which  decided  reso- 
lutions against  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  in  support  of 
the  bank,  were  adopted;  and,  among  other  proceedings,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  proceed  to  Harrisburg,  to  lay  the  suf- 
fering state  of  the  people  before  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  received  from  the  com- 
Siittee  which  visited  Washington,  bearing  the  great  memorial 
ifor  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  a  general  meeting  was  held 
in  .the  Park,  New  York,  on  Saturday  last,  in  consequence  of  an 
4nvitation  issued  on  the  preceding  day.  It  was  held  in  the  day- 
Ume,  at  12  M.  and  the  people  present  were  variously  estimated 
as  being  from  15  to  20,000!  Some  even  make  a  higher  calcula- 
tion than  the  latter  number.  Several  miserable  attempts  were 
made,  by  yellings,  to  produce  disorder,  by  unknown  or  obscure 
persons,  seemingly  employed  for  the  i)urpose,*  and  there  was 
also  an  "organized"  band  present,  "on  duty."  But  these  were 
silenced — some  of  them  being  pretty  promptly  hustled  out  of 
Jhe  park,  and  others  were  shamed  into  decency,  by  individuals 
.who  happened  to  have  power  to  identify  the  rioters,  whose  in- 
itrusion,  where  they  were  not  invited,  ought  to  receive  marked 
contempt,  unless  remaining  as  quiet  lookers-on.  Philip  Hone, 
.esq.  was  appointed  president,  and  Henry  Worral,  Aslier  Riley 
and  William  Mandeville,  vice  presidents,  and  M.  J.  Benjamin 
and  B.  G.  Wells,  secretaries.  The  following  are  the  proceed- 
ings that  took  place; 

Whereas  the  past  experience  of  this  country  has  demonstrat- 
ed the, con,veuience, and  even  the  necessity  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium, partly  composed  of  the  precious  metals,  and  [lartly  of 
bank  notes,  redeemable  in  specie,  and  whereas  after  a  full  ex- 
perin)ent  it  has  been  clearly  shown,  that  local  banking  institu- 
tions have  not  been  able  to  furnish  a  national  currency,  ade- 
quate to  the  wants  of  the  trading  community,  and  that  a  nation- 
al bank,  with  branches  in  the  different  states,  is  alone  compe- 
tent to  the  task  of  regulating,  and  preserving  such  a  currency 
in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition,  and  to  carry  on  the  exchang- 
es between  the  different  parts  of  the  union,  upon  the  basis  of  a 
sound  currency — 

Therefore  resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a  na- 
tional bank  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  trading 
community. 

Resolved,  That  the  embarrassments  under  which  all  the  in- 
dustrious classes  now  labor,  and  the  change  from  a  state  of  un- 
paralleled prosperity  to  one  of  unparalleled  distress,  is  mainly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  confidence  produced  by  the  hos- 
tile attitude  assumed  by  the  executive  towards  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  want  of  an  adequate  circulating 
medium  has  been  unnecessarily  brought  upon  the  country  by 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  to  banks  incapable  of  fur- 
nishing the  necessary  accommodations  to  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  depreciation  of  the  bank  bills  of 
other  states,  and  of  the  interior  towns  in  our  own  state,  affords 
ample  proof  of  the  impracticability  of  converting  a  local  paper 
money  into  a  national  currency;  and  whilst  we  regret  the  cost 
of  the  present  experiment,  we  rejoice  that  it  has  made  us  ac- 
quainted, before  it  is  too  late,  with  the  causes  of  our  present 
(distress,  and  the  only  effectual  means  of  relieving  it. 

Resolved^  That  wc  believe  the  only  remedy  for  the  existing 
^distress,  i&  to  reoharter  the  United  States  bank,  with  such  mo- 


*The  "N.  Y.  Courier"  states,  that  a  party  of  these  people, 
who  are  called  '^ Agrarians, ^^  (or,  more  familiarly  in  that  city, 
"Fanny  Wright's  men,")  to  the  amount  of  one  or  two  hundred, 
by  assembling  early,  and  taking  possession  of  tlie  ground  near 


^'cleared  out."  To  quiet  these  people,  they  were  driven  hack 
by  force.  In  the  mean  time  a  large  flag  was  displayed  from 
Tammany  Hall,  (which  is  adjacent  to  the  park)  inscribed  "hail 
to  the  chief" — but  the  walls  of  the  building  seemed  to  tremble 
under  the  indignation  expressed,  and  it  was  promptly  with- 
,drawn.  After  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  a  search  was  made 
,for-tbe  intended  chairman  and  his  band — the  latter  had  dis- 
,persed,  bu-t  the  former  being  identified,  was  swiftly  "passed 
.over  the  heads  of  thousands,"  and  rescued  only  through  the  in- 
terference of  some  of  those  whonj  he  had  presented  himself  to 
insult.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  an  Englishman,  also, 
(the  ink  on  whose  naturalization  certificate  vviis  hardly  dry), 
took  a  leading  part,  as  a  disciple  of  IVillium  ColAiclt,  in  certain 
democratic  proceedings  lately  iiad  in  Pliiladelphia,  and  demo- 
cratically told  the  American  peoph;  present  what  they  opglit  to 
4o,  co^cerD,in;g  the  bajik  of  the  Uniiud  Stti^es. 


difications  and  restrictions  as  congress  in  their  wisdom  msf 
deem  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  directors  of  the  banks  in  this  city,  select- 
ed as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  be  respectfully  request- 
ed to  rescind  the  contracts  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  by  refusing  longer  to  be  instrumental  in  prolonging  the  un- 
paralleled distress  and  excitement  which  pervades  the  commu- 
nity, they  will,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  entitle  them- 
selves to  the  gratitude  of  all  the  laboring  and  trading  classes. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by 
the  president,  vice  presidents  and  secretaries,  and  forwarded  to 
the  representatives  of  this  city,  and  senators  of  this  slate  in 
congress,  with  a  request  that  they  be  laid  before  both  houses, 
and  that  they  be  published. 

Another  great  meeting  of  the  people  of  Eichmond  was  held 
at  the  capitol  of  Virginia,  on  the  7ih  inst.  Thomas  Rutherford, 
esq.  in  the  chair,  at  which  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed 
to  draft  a  memorial  to  congress,  setting  forth  the  distresses  of 
the  people,  because  of  lost  confidence,  in  consequence  of  the 
acts  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  for  a 
prompt  restoration  of  the  public  deposites,  &e.  On  motion  of 
Chapman  Johnson — Benj.  W.  Leigh  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  committee. 

In  other  parts  of  Virginia  the  people  are  moving  in  the  same 
direction.    It  is  a  season  of  great  excitement  in  that  stale. 

Many  large  meetings  of  the  people,  though  not  one  public  offi- 
cer was  present,  have  been  held  in  Ohio.  The  minority  of  tlie 
legislature  has  also  entered  a  strong  protest  against  the  "in- 
structions" which  were  naturalized  a  short  time  ago — the  re- 
port being  that  they  were  ot  foreign  birth. 

Another  great  meeting  at  New  York,  The  merchants  and 
other  dealers  were  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the  exchange 
last  Tuesday  afternoon — and  they  did  meet!  Four  thousand 
eight  hundred  persons  were  counted  within  the  portals  of  the 
building,  every  avenue  to  the  great  hall  was  filled,  and  Wall 
street  blocked  up  by  from  5,000  to  8,000  respectable  people,  who 
could  not  get  into  any  part  of  the  house.  The  object  was  to  re- 
ceive the  report  of  the  committee  who  have  visited  Washing- 
ton, and  to  act  upon  it  as  circumstances  required.  We  cannot, 
at  present,  insert  particulars.  The  conduct  and  langua'ge  of 
the  president,  of  the  vice  president,  and  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  though  very  mildly  set  forth,  was  heard  related  with 
deep  attention,  and  strong  marks  of  disapprobation,  but  when 
Mr.  ScMen'scourse  was  alluded  to,  his  name  were  received  with 
loud  cheers,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  given  him,  after  repeated 
rounds  of  applause — but  cries  of  "shame, ""shame, ""shame," 
followed  a  mention  of  the  names  of  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  White 
and  Lawrence  (especially  the  last),  who  are  the  other  members 
of  congress  from  this  city.  The  business  of  the  meeting  being 
finished,  there  was  no  way  of  escape  from  the  crowd  but  through 
the  back  passages  of  the  building,  because  of  the  mass  of  close- 
ly packed  human  beings  in  Wall  street — to  whom,  at  their  re- 
quest, the  proceedings  had  in  the  hall  were  read  by  Mr.  Philip 
Hone,  (who  himself  could  not  get  within  the  house)  and  receiv- 
ed with  hearty  and  loud  marks  of  approbation.  Mr.  Hone,  then 
taking  off  his  hat,  said  "three  cheers  for  Dudley  Selden,"  and 
they  were  given  with  all  the  might  of  the  people. 

We  shall  insert  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  resolu- 
tions, as  matters  of  record.  The  substance  of  the  former  is, 
that  no  hope  can  be  entertained  that  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  will  either  restore  the  deposites,  or  sanction  any  pro- 
ceedings to  renew  the  charter  of  the  bank,  or  to  establish  a  new 
bank,  until  after  the  charter  of  the  present  one  shall  have  ex- 
pired; and  then,  if  the  experiment  now  making  has  failed,  some 
scheme  may  be  devised  for  collecting  and  depositing  the  public 
revenue,  without  the  intervention  of  any  moneyed  institution! 
The  resolutions  recommend  forbearance  and  liberality  among 
dealers,  and  appoint  a  committee  of  twenty  five  for  general 
superintendence,  and  to  confer  with  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  state  banks,  with  a  view  to  produce  harmony  in 
their  operations  to  relieve  the.  "unparalleled  sufferings"  and 
"impending  evils"  of  the  people. 

This  great  multitude  assembled  and  adjourned  in  a  manner 
well  becoming  the  seriousness  of  the  occasion,  except  that  one 
"agrarian,"  within  the  hall,  was  very  unruly,  and  interrupted 
the  proceedings  with  "hurrahs  for  Jackson" — but  he  soon  found 
himself  out  of  the  building,  without  well  knowing  how  he  got 
there — yet  unhurt,  except  in  the  loss  of  his  hat  and  wig. 

When  the  committee  said  that  they  had  waited  on  the  vice 
president,  there  was  a  loud  laugh  of  derision — the  reference 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  received  even  less  cour- 
teously. 

The  memorial  from  Providence,  praying  for  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  was  signed  by  more  than  one  thousand  citizens. 

A  great  meeting  has  been  held  at  Troy,  at  which  a  petition 
was  adopted  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites.  The 
call  of  this  meeting  was  signed  by  more  than  one  thousand  per- 
sons. 

THE    PRESSURE. 

The  failure  of  the  banking  house  of  S.  ^  M.  Mien,  New 
York,  on  Saturday  last,  produced  a  great  sensation  in  that  city, 
for  their  operations  must  be  counted  Uy  millions.  The  "Com- 
mercial Advertiser"  says — "The  tidings  flew  over  our  city  with 
electrical  rapidity,  and  crowds  of  respeclable  citizens  collected 
in  Vyall  street  {xml  vvcie  setu)  in  clusters  of  IiMndreds,  and  p«r- 
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haps  of  thousands,  and  continued  coming  and  going  until  dttik. 
Consternation  was  upon  every  countenance;  and  the  denuncia- 
ticn  of  the  president  and  his  evil  advisers,  were  loud,  deep  and 
universal.  One  of  the  directors  of  a  pet  bank,  who  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  active  in  produtiiig  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  appeared  among  the  crowd;  but  soon  disappeared 
under  evidences  of  popular  displeasure  too  unequivocal  to  be 
misunderstood.  As  to  the  extent  of  this  failure,  or  how  many 
houses  it  will  carry  with  it,  we  have  no  certain  information. 
The  two  principal  branches  of  the  house,  were  in  this  city  and 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  But  they  have  large  establishments 
extended  tlirough  the  whole  union— in  almost  every  commer- 
cial city,  and  several  in  the  interior.  These  must  all  stop,  of 
course;  and  are  warranted  in  saying,  that  tlie  failure  of  twenty 
country  banks,  would  not  have  been  so  disastrous  to  the  coun- 
try." 

The  same  paper  bears  testimony  to  the  honorable  proceedings 
of  the  house,  on  this  occasion,  saying  they  "are  returning  the 
paper  taken  from  the  merchants,  one  and  all,  in  exchange  for 

their  own" so  far  as  it  is  within  their  reach.  This  we  should 

have  expected  of  the  Messrs.  ^Uen;  and  we  believe  also  that 
they  are  really  rich — very  rich,  and,  Unless  on  account  of  the 
general  embarrassment,  would  soon  and  easily  extricate  them- 
selves. But  how  are  those  indebted  to  them,  to  make  pay- 
ment.'' The  great  cause  which  prevented  them  from  fulfilling 
Iheir  engagements;  equally  operates  on  others. 

It  is  reported  that  other  heavy  failures  have  followed  that  of 
Mr.  JtLjiower  at  Albany.  Mr.  K's  stoppage  will  have  much  in- 
fluence on  business  in  the  interior  of  New  York,  and  among 
the  farmers;  for  he  was  the  heaviest  dealer  in  the  U.  States  in 
wool,  which  is  a  staple  of  great  value  in  that  state.  The  banks 
at  Utica,  are  said,  to  have  entirely  stopped  discounting.  The 
"Commercial"  says — "Certain  high  functionaiies  are  said  to 
be  heavily  involved  in  the  failures  at  Albany.  Tliose  who  have 
sown  the  wind  are  thus  reaping  the  whirlwind." 

More  good  bills  on  England  have  been  sold,  for  cash,  at  422 
cents  to  the  pound  sterling,  instead  of  480,  which  iaifer  is  less 
than  the  real  average  par.  If  bills  can  be  purchased  at  this 
rate,  doWars  will  be  an  excellent  article  of  importation  from 
England — a  far  better  one  thEip  broad  cloths  or  calicoes,  for 
paymems  for  these  are  "doubtlul." 

A  "run"  was  made  on  the  Susquehannah  bank  in  Baltimore, 
last  week — but  it  sustained  itself  ably,  and  would  have  been 
efficiently  supported,  it  is  said,  by  the  office  of  the  bank  of  U. 
States,  had  its  help  been  needed. 

At  Philadelphia,  four  extensive  failures  occurred  on  the  6th 
instant,  and  others  have  happened  since— perhaps,  generally  of 
persons  who,  in  February,  1833,  had  a  credit  on  which  funds 
might  have  been  raised  to  three  or  four  times  tlie  amount  of 
their  debts.  Others  of  large  amount,  have  taken  place  at  Cin- 
cinnati,  and  much  involved  persons  at  dilierenl  places. 

An  establishment  at  Philadelphia,  which  employs  300  people, 
though,  for  ten  years  past,  always  paying  them  ofi',  in  cash, 
when  due,  has  been  compelled  to  ofi'er  to  the  working  people 
an  instant  discharge  from  employment,  or  the  receipt  of  due 
bills,  for  payment  of  their  wages. 

And  at  the  same  city  the  practice  of  many  farmers,  having 
made  sale  of  their  produce,  is  said  to  be — to  demand  specie. 
or  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  home  with 
them. 

A  New  York  paper  says — To  show  the  extent  of  the  present 
stagnation  of  afiairs  produced  by  the  total  want  of  confidence 
in  the  mercantile  community,  we  state  that  the  labor  account, 
[to  carmen  and  other  porters,  Stc]  of  one  of  our  most  respec- 
table and  active  houses  connected  with  foreign  trade,  which 
usually  amounts  to  from  70  to  ^90  per  week,  amounted  last 
week  to  62^  cents,  or  five  York  shillingsl  For  the  correspond- 
ing week  of  last  year,  it  was  $89. 

The  Richmond  Whig  says  that  "a  long  and  gloomy  period  of 
Bufiering  is  before  the  country,  which  will  bankrupt  many  a 
flourishing  man,  curtail  the  coniforts  of  many  an  humble  fire- 
side, and  be  felt  by  all  wh-o  have  to  labor  for  their  Kup[)ort.  The 
rich,  however,  may  grow  yet  richer,  on  the  necessities  of  the 
general  community." 

Tiie  Richmond  Compiler  says-^The  distress  in  our  community 
is  felt  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  destruction  not  only  covering 
our  rights  but  our  fortunes,  and  every  source  of  maintenance 
left  as  a  reward  of  industry. 

The  value  of  exchange  on  England,  has  fallen  about  13  per 
cent,  within  sixty  days.  Merchandise  is  without  demand,  and 
almost  without  price.  Flour  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  was  readily 
sold  at  $.5|  a  6^  per  bbl— to  day  it  cannot  be  sold  at  4^.  To 
bacco  has  declined  in  price  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  and  not  for 
want  of  foreign  demand,  but  because  there  is  no  money  to  buy 
it — confidence  almost  entirely  destroyed.  These  facts  are  felt, 
and  call  aloud  for  redress. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  says  that  the  Salem  (N.  J.)  banking 
company  has  failed — and  that  a  large  amount  in  its  notes  had 
just  before  been  offered  to  the  brokers,  some  of  whom  made 
considerable  purchases. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  the  12th  says— According  to  ru- 
mor, no  less  than  four  additional  failures  took  place  in  this  city 
yesterday. 


The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  states  that  one  cJa- 
thier's  estabhshinent  had  been  compelled  to  discharge  six  liuu- 
drcd  poor  women  from  employ,  many  of  whom  have  families. 

Several  failures  are  rumored  in  this  city,  (Baltimore)— but  so 
far  as  we  have  heard  names  given,  of  persons  thought  abun- 
dantly able  to  meet  their  engageinf  iits,  in  ordinary  times.  With 
reference  to  such  cases,  the  New  York  Star  has  the  following 
pithy  [laragraph: 

"Hard  times,  are  they  not.'"  observed  onesuflfererto  the  otlwr. 
"Yes,  hard  enough,  indeed,  when  I  am  compelled  to  expend 
my  whole  fortune  in  paying  my  debts." 

The  price  of  wheat  at  Wheeling  was  lately  70  cents,  and  now 
is  50  cents  per  bushel. 

A  Philadelphia  paper  mentions  that  the  proprietors  of  one  of 
the  largest  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  upp(>r  part  of 
that  city,  were  unable,  on  Saturday  last,  to  pay  the  200  work- 
men employed  by  them  their  wages.  It  was  the  first  time  that 
such  a  thing  had  happened.  1'hey  had  on  hand  the  best  paper, 
but  could  not  get  it  discounted.  Thiscircumstance  had  cause^l 
a  considerable  excitement  among  the  workmen — bul  not  againsj 
their  employers. 

The  great  nail  manufacturing  company  at  Wareham,  Massa- 
chusetts, has  failed.  The  daily  consumption  of  iron  was  seven 
tons— the  annual  value  of  the  nails  made  $400,000.  The  work- 
men were  discharged. 

Speakingof  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  raise  a  loan  of^l75,000 
by  the  city  of  Baltimore,*  the  New  York  American  says — A  fact 
equally  significant  as  to  the  general  scarcity  of  money,  ihou!;h 
it  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted  notice,  was  displayed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  our  common  council,  when  an  ordinance  was 
adopted  authorising  a  temporary  loan  of  $100,000,  because  out 
of  last  yearns  taxes,  amounting  to  $971,865,  only  $193,000!  had 
been  collected. 

Thirty  failures  in  all,  and  to  the  aggregate  of  1,500,000  dollars, 
have  recently  happened  In  the  late  flourishing  town  of  New 
Bedford. 

Two  large  houses  have  failed  in  Boston.  One,  Messrs.  Flint 
&c.  Co.  for  500,000  dollars. 

The  extensive  house  of  Bucknor  &  Co,  Wall  street,  New 
York,  has  failed  for  a  large  amount,  and  several  others  for  less- 
er sums.  The  present  amount  of  failures  in  that  city,  because 
of  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  is  about  fifty. 

Tlitt  Huntsville  Advocate  of  the  28th  ult.  said — Our  dates 
from  New  Orleans  are  to  the  11th  inst.  But  one  single  sale  of 
650  belles  of  cotton  had  been  made,  and  that  at  ll^c. 

Another,  and  a  highly  respectable  house  has  stopped  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, Vv'hich  shews  130.000  dollars  in  undoubted  means, 
(in  ordinary  times)  though  its  whole  debts  amount  to  only 
21,000  dollars. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

To  shew  how  things  are  managed  in  New  York,  we  abstract 
tlie  following  particulars  from  the  "American"  of  that  city. 

At  the  late  great  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall,  seventeen  per- 
sons were  named  to  brar  the  memorial,  &.c.  in  favor  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  to  Washington.  Of  these  11  declined 
the  service,  but  the  other  six  departed  on  Monday  last,  and  are 
thus  described — 

John  VV.  Hardenhrook,  custom  house  officer. 

Leui  Kidder,  one  of  the  late  negotiators  at  Albany  about  the 
"Seventh  ward  bank,"  in  New  York.f 

*This  loan  was  asked  to  pay  the  instalments  in  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road.  The  loan  of  1831,  (when  the  money  mar- 
ket was  much  oppressed),  for  more  than  300,000  dollars,  was 
freely  taken  at  an  average  of  about  3^  per  cent,  premium,  and 
149,000  more  offered  than  was  required;  but  for  this  loan  only 
1,090  dollars  were  offered  within  the  limited  period. 

f"Thereby  hangs  a  long  tale,"  and  one  that  ought  to  be  told, 
and  should  be  promptly  t(jld,  could  we  make  room  for  it.  But 
unfortunately,  there  is  nothing  new  in  corrupt  influences  to 
obtain  bank  charters,  or  get  possession  of  the  stock  in  them. 
In  1812.  the  patriotic  Tompkins  prorogued  the  legislature  of 
New  York,  (which  the  governor  then  had  power  to  do),  on  ac- 
count of  dii-ect  bribery,  for  the  support  of  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  "Bank  of  America"  now  one  of  the  deposite  banks  in  the 
city  of  New  York — and  many  cases  have  happened  since  of  an 
almost  equally  disgusting  character.  And,  when  to  these  things 
are  added  the  brutal  contests  that  have  happened  in  another  city 
to  obtain  stocks,  the  system  becomes  subject  to  severest  repre- 
hension. But  time  is  allowed  only  to  say— that  an  exhibit  of  the 
division  of  the  stock  in  the  "Seventh  ward  bank"  may  be 
found  in  our  last  vol.  (44)  page  371,  in  which  it  appears  that  the 
commissioners,  and  their  relations  and  their  journeymen,  ob- 
tained 1,135  shares— 7m/)Hc  officers  of  various  descriptions,  1,985 
siUarv.s— members  of  the  legislature  550  shares— and  the  whole  pub- 
lic, FOPiTY  shares— ami,  though  the  stock  was  only  500,000 
dollars,  six  millions  were  oftered  for. 

On  the  managements  used  to  obtain  the  charter  of  this  bank, 


a  lone  report  was  made  to  the  legislature  of  New  York  on  the 
4tli  instant.  It  is  levelled  at  the  "lobby  members,"  and  details 
the  amount  of  slocks  that  were  to  be  divided  among  different 
persons  lor  their  influence,  and  one  of  these  named  is  "Levi 
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Joseph  Meeks,  cabinet  maker. 

John  S.  Earl,  unknown;  name  not  on  the  directory. 

John  M.  MerrUt,  in  the  directory,  and  said  to  be  an  attorney 
• — but  never  before  lieard  of  by  tlie  editor. 

John  P.  Deterick—a.  "street  auctioneer"  for  the  sale  of  old 
furniture,  whose  business  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact,  that, 
of  the  $215,541  auction  duties  paid  to  the  state,  by  the  auction- 
eers ot  New  York,  this  said  Deterick  paid  the  enormous  sum  of 
eight  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

Of  lliese  six  then,  Mr.  Meeks,  a  mechanic,  is  the  only  one 
that,  as  is  well  observed,  "has  any  immediate  connection  with 
the  business"  of  the  great  city  of  New  York. 

So  elsewhere.  The  list  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to  con- 
gress, from  Baltimore,  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  per- 
haps, has  on  it  the  nau»es  of  at  least  five-sixtiis,  or  more,  of  the 
business  men  in  this  city,  as  the  list,  published  in  the  nevvs|)a 
pers,  will  shew.  We  sliall  soon  have  a  puhliskcd  list  of  the 
signers  of  the  counter  memorial.  It  will  be  exceedingly  useful 
to  the  banks,  and  to  business  in  general,  that  all  persons  may 
know  tliose  who  do  7iot  feel  a  pressure  for  money.  Would  that 
we,  ourselves,  were  in  that  happy  estate! 

MONEY    matters! 

We  neglected  to  mention  last  week,  (hnl  the  brig  Lady 
Adams  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  the  FaciOc,  with  silver  in 
plate,  and  some  coin,  worth  in  all  about  $350,000. 

A  gerniine  check  drawn  by  one  of  the  Boston  banks  on  the 
Phenix  bank  of  New  York,  for  .5,000  dollars,  was  presented  and 
paid  in  1,000  dollar  notes,  a  few  days  ago.  It  had  also  two  ge- 
nuine endorsements  upon  it — but  the  last  was  a  forgery.  It 
was  not  yet  known  how  this  draught  was  feloniously  obtained. 

The  person,  who  committed  the  late  forgery  on  the  bank  of 
Virginia,  by  which  a  good  check  for  96  dollars  was  made  one  of 
$9,600,  and  paid,  is  supposed  to  have  been  arrested  at  Easton, 
Pa.  Much  good  money  was  found  upon  him,  and  also  a  great 
many  spurious  notes,  with  plates  and  dies  and  implements  of 
the  trade. 

Two  or  three  great  forging  establishments  have  lately  been 
discovered  and  broken  up — one  in  Missouri  by  which  the  prin- 
cipal is  tliought  to  have  realised  a  fortune  of  more  than  150,01)0 
xlollars!  Many  apparently  respectable  people  have  been  impli- 
cated in  these  transactions. 

Between  shavers  and  forgers  it  seems  that  honest  persons 
will  have  to  keep  a  bright  look  out. 

Notes  of  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia  have  been  sold  at  five 
per  cent,  discount  in  Philadelphia. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  London  papers  to  the  2'3d  and  Liverpool  to  the  2-ith  Decem- 
ber, both  inclusive. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

Parliament  had  been  prorogued  to  the  4th  December,  Lord 
Dunham  was  about  proceeding  to  Vienna  to  represent  Great 
Britain  at  the  Gernaanic  confederacy.  Ten  sail  of  the  line  vveie 
preparing  to  leave  England  to  reinforce  the  Mediterranean  fleet; 
and  a  report  had  got  into  circulation,  though  not  believed,  that 
England  and  France  were  about  to  interfere  to  put  an  end  to 
jhe  ascendancy  of  Russian  inrfuence  at  Constantinople.  The 
money  market  was  active  and  over  supplied.  Incendiarism 
iiad  broken  out  in  some  of  the  counties  of  England;  and  the 
.county  of  Kildare,  in  Ireland,  was  in  a  state  of  great  distress. 
The  editor  of  the  Dublin  Pilot  had  been  convicted  of  a  libel,  for 
.publisking  O'Connell's  letters.  O'Connell  acted  as  his  coun- 
js.e.1.  The  preliminary  measures  were  taking  for  introducing  a 
fHJW  tithe  bill  at  the  next  session  of  Parliament- 

FRANCE. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  about  to  visit  America  with  a  view 
of  spending  a  year  amongst  us.  Several  arrests  had  taken  place 
in  Paris;  the  formation  of  political  associations  were  spoken  of, 
and  the  government  were  concentrating  its  forces  at  Paris.  In 
La  Vendee  an  association  of  500  robbers  had  been  organized, 
who  attacked  whole  districts  and  even  menaced  the  troops; 
forty  of  tliero  hadj  however,  been  captured. 

I'ORTUGArj. 

It  is  stated  in  tlie  putlie  papers  ttiat  colonel  Mare,  a  deputy 
negotiator  of  Great  Britain,  was  negotiating  an  arrangement  be- 
tween Don  Pedro  and  Don  Miguel,  and  it  is  added,  by  private 
letters,  that  France  had  joined  England  in  her  endeavors  to 
mediate  between  the  two  brothers.  Don  Miguel  was  entrench- 
ed at  Santaretn  about  ten  leagues  distant  from  Lisbon,  with 
about  15,000  men,  and  Pedro'.s  army  of  aboiit  equal  force  was 
stationed  about  half  way  between  the  two  places.  A  division 
of  the  latter  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces  in  an  attack  upon  the 
former,  not  long  since. 

Ou  the  7th  December  Lisbon  was  thrown  into  great  excite- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  attempt  to  arrest  count  Taipa,  one 
of  the  house  of  peers.  His  offence  consisted  in  having  address- 
ed strongthough  respectful  remonstrances  to  Don  Pedro,  against 
iContlnuing  his  ministers.  The  count  refused  to  submit  to  the 
arrest  and  threw  himself  upon  the  protection  of  the  house  of 
peers,  who  formally  remonstrated  with  Don  Pedro,  declnrina 
that,  as  the  constitution  exempted  the  members  of  their  body 

Kidder!"  To  judge  of  ihp.  chnrncter  f>r  rlicse  procfctlings,  the 
chief  manager,  (a  .Tames  Perkins),  brought  thischarge  against 
the  hnnk  — 

"  To  cash  paid/or  supper  at  Jesnp'''>  ^,;6'26  00. " 
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from  arrest  except  when  ordered  by  themselves,  if  their  col- 
league was  arrested  that  they  would  consider  themselves  eo. 
Don  Pedro  disavowed  the  act,  and  thus  the  matter  rested. 

SPAIN. 

Gen.  Rodi  had  entered  Portugal  and  penetrated  as  far  Mi-'ari- 
da.  with  a  view  of  surprising  Don  Carlos,  and  it  is  said  that 
Spain,  without  consulting  either  Don  Pedro  pr  Don  Miguel,  had 
determined  to  send  a  considerable  force  to  secure  Don  Carlos, 
if  possible.  It  api.-ears  that  this  measure  was  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  Don  Carlos  having  resolved  to  shew  himself  in  Spain 
with  a  view  of  inspiriting  his  partisans.  His  sojourn  there  was, 
however,  but  of  short  duration,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
a  part,  only  about  thirty,  of  his  suite  were  enabled  to  save 
themselves.  The  prince,  at  the  last  advices,  was  at  Elvas, 
where  it  was  thought  he  would  be  dislodged. 

The  other  accrrunts  are  of  a  conflictirig  character.  By  one, 
the  ati'airs  of  the  queen  are  represented  as  any  thing  but  trium- 
phant, and  that  Valencia  had  declared  against  her;  while  in  the 
same  paper  it  is  announced  that  her  forces  had  gained  various 
victories  over  the  insurgents,  and  that  the  commercial  body  of 
Madrid  had  advanced  44  millions  to  supply  the  wants  of  her  go- 
vernment. 

TURKEY   AND    EGYPT. 

Incendiaries  were  still  at  work  in  Constantinople;  a»other 
fire  occurred  on  the  3d  November;  it  was,  however,  soon  sub- 
dued. 

Mehemet  Ali  had  commissioned  four  banking  houses  to  pay 

500,000  florins  to  the  porte,  being  tribute  due. 

GREECE. 

King  Oiho  was  about  to  visit  the  several  ports  of  bis  kingdono. 
Candia  was  in  a  state  of  revolt. 

AUSTRIA. 

Prince  Esterhazey,  the  father  of  the  present  ambassador  at 
the  court  of  St.  James,  had  died;  he  was  deemed  the  richest 
man  in  EurojjP,  and  yet  his  prodigality  had  subjected  his  ink- 
uiense  estates  to  sequestration  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors. 

THE  POWER  OF  THE  VETO. 

Tire  following  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  relation  to  the  power  of  the  executive  veto,  has 
been  &ab;nilted  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  Kentucky,  by 
Mr.  Davis: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tacky,  That  the  senators  in  congress  from  this  state  be  instruct- 
ed, and  the  representatives  bt?  requested,  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing propositions,  as  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  to  be  proposed  by  congress  to  the  legislatures  of  the  se- 
veral states: 

1st.  Tito  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  elected  for 
the  terrrr  of  six  years;  and  alter  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service,  shall  be  forever  ineligible  to  that  office.  And  whenever 
the  office  of  president  shall  become  vacant,  from  any  cause 
whatever,  the  vice  president,  or  other  persons  filling  the  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  shall  also  forever  be  ineligible  to 
the  office  of  president. 

2d.  V/lien  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  congress, 
it,  shall,  before  becoming  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if 
not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated;  where  said  objections  shall  be 
entered  at  large  in  its  journal,  and  the  said  bill  shall  be  re- 
considered. If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that 
house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with 
the  prGsideni'.^  objections,  to  the  Dther  house,  by  which  it  shall 
be  reconsidered;  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  liouse, 
it  shall  become  a  law.  But  if,  after  said  bill  shall  have  been  so 
returned  by  the  president,  it  shall  pass  by  a  less  mnjority  than 
two  thirds  of  either  house,  said  bill  shall  be  then  laid  on  the  table; 
and  within  twenty  days  next  after  the  commencement  of  the 
first  session  of  the  ensuing  congress,  shall  be  called  up  in  both 
houses,  and  if  passed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elect  of 
both  houses,  it  shall  become  a  law. 

3d.  The  president  of  the  United  Slates  shall  not  remove  any 
officer,  in  whose  appointment  the  concurrence  of  the  senate 
shall  be  necessary;  but,  for  sufficient  cause,  he  may  suspend 
such  officer  from  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  but  he 
shall,  within  the  first  ten  days  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  the  senate,  lay  before  that  body  the  cause  of 
such  suspension.  The  cause  of  such  suspension  shall  then  be 
considered  by  the  senate;  and  if  it  shall  be  deemed  sufficient, 
the  officer  so  suspended,  shall^be  adjudged  to  be  removed  from 
his  office:  but  if  the  senate  shall  consider  the  same  insufficient, 
the  suspension  of  the  said  officer  shall  immediately  cease,  and 
he  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  office. 

PENSION  FUND. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  January  23rf,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  13th 
iu?^t.  in  which  you  state  that  the  directions  of  the  commission- 
er f)f  pensions  to  transfer  the  funds,  books  and  papers  of  the 
[rension  agency,  under  the  act  of  congress  of  June  7,  1832,  from 
the  bank  of  the  Uiiitrd  State-  to  the  president  of  the  Girard 
i>;ink,  were  in  conl'ortnity  to  instructions  given  to  him  by  you. 
Having  thus  asceitained  th.it  IIihsu  diret  lions  emanated  from 
the  highest  authority,  claimiiig  tlie  power  to  give  Uirjn,  the 
board  of  directors  have  proceeded  to  consider  how  lar  they 
would  he  justified  in  conforming  to  them — and  after  a  very  de- 
lilrcrHte  cxainiiiatin!),  they  have  instructed  nre  to  apprize  you 
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that  lliey  cannot,  consistently  with  their  duty,  under  the  act  of 
congress  assigning  the  pension  agency  to  the  bank,  make  the 
traiisier  you  liave  requested. 

Having  communicated  this  determination,  I  niiglit  stop  here; 
but  it  a(;cords  beCter  witli  the  feelings  ot  respect  entertained  for 
you  tioth  persona!  and  officially,  to  explain  to  yon,  without  re- 
serve, the  reasons  of  their  decision.  This  i  shall  do  in  a  few 
words. 

The  payment  of  pensions  was  no  part  of  the  original  con- 
tract with  the  bank,  which  stipulated  only  to  perform  tiie  du- 
ties of  commissioners  of  loans.  It  was  not  until  alter  the  bank 
was  chartered,  that  an  act  of  congress  devolved  upon  it  this 
charge,  which  was  not  declined  from  a  natural  de^^lre  to  give 
every  facility  which  it  could  adord  for  the  transaction  of  the 
public  busines-s.  But  having  assumed  the  duty,  the  bank  will 
not  the  less  faithfully  perform  it,  because  it  is  at  once  volunta- 
ry, gratuitous  and  burdensome. 

The  bank,  then,  is  in  l!ie  execution  of  the  acts  of  congress. 
Those  acts  prescribe  certain  duties  to  certain  ollicers — the  con- 
gress itself  being  the  common  and  only  judge  between  them 
when  they  dift'er  in  opinion  as  to  their  respective  powers,  and 
all  agreeing  that  whatsoever  congress  has  prescribed,  must  be 
obeyed  till  congress  otherwise  directs.  It  is  no  justification  to 
the  bank  to  obey  any  other  authority;  for  if  it  pays  money  or 
transfers  money  without  the  authority  of  congress,  its  accounts 
may  be  disallowed  by  the  accounting  officers.  This,  as  you  are 
aware,  has  already  occurred,  in  consequence  of  its  obedience 
to  the  instructions  of  the  officer  now  issuing  this  order;  and  the 
jquestion  which  now  presents  itself  is,  whether  congress,  hav- 
ing by  positive  enactment,  placed  the  moneys  in  the  hank,  has 
authorised  the  secretary  at  war  to  withdraw  them.  'J'he  deci- 
sion of  this  question  depends  of  course  on  two  things — 1st, 
what  congress  has  directed  the  bank  to  do;  and  2d,  what  con- 
gress has  authorised  the  secretary  at  war  to  do.  Of  these  in 
iheir  turn. 

The  charter  of  the  bank,  passed  on  the  10th  April,  1815,  de- 
clares that  the  bank  "shall  do  and  perform  the  several  and  re- 
spective duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  several  states, 
-or  any  one  or  more  of  them  whenever  required  by  law."  As 
soon  as  the  bank  was  organized,  the  act  of  March  3, 1817,  pass- 
ed, providing — 

1st.  That  the  several  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  for 
the  several  states  shall  be  performed  by  the  president  of  the 
bank  of  the  U.  States,  the  presidents  of  the  several  branches  of 
said  bank,  and  by  the  presidents  of  such  state  banks  as  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  might  employ  in  states  where  no  branch  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  should  be  established."    And 

2d.  "That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  notify  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  duty  now  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  loans  will  be 
transferred  to  the  bank  of  tiie  United  States;  and  he  shall  di- 
rect the  commissioners  of  loans,  and  the  agents  for  military 
pensions  where  there  is  no  commissioner,  respectively,  in  the 
several  states,  to  deliver  to  the  president  of  the  hank  of  the  U. 
States,  or  to  the  president  of  a  branch  thereof,  or  to  the  presi- 
dent of  such  state  bank  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may 
eiwploy,  on  such  day  or  days  as  he  may  designate,  the  register 
and  all  the  books  and  papers  of  their  respective  offices" — con- 
eluding  with  a  proviso  that  "this  should  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  agent  for  military  pensions  in  any  state  where 
there  was  no  bank  established  by  law." 

An  act  of  congress  had  in  the  mean  time  passed  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1816,  declaring  "that  the  secretary  at  war,  is  autho- 
rised a  iixf  required  to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person  in 
Ihoses  states  where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,  and  also 
in  the  district  of  Maine,  to  perform  tlie  duties  in  those  states 
and  territories,  and  in  said  district  respectively,  relating  to  pen- 
sions and  pensioners,  which  are  now  required  of  said  commis- 
eioners  in  their  respective  states." 

These  acts  form  the  basis  of  the  pension  agency  system  of 
the  United  Stales,  which  is — 

That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  pay  the 
pensions  in  states  where  the  bank  and  those  branches  are  es- 
tablished— that  the  bank  designates  for  that  purpose,  some  state 
bank,  in  states  where  there  is  no  branch  bank — and  that  where 
there  is  neither  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  nor 
any  state  bank  which  it  can  designate,  the  secretary  at  war  is 
authorised  to  appoint  a  pension  anent.  Accordingly,  whenever 
a  new  pension  agency  not  provided  for  in  these  acts  was  to  be 
established,  a  special  act  of  congress  was  necessary. 

Thus  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  an  act  passed  by  which  the 
secretary  of  war  was  authorised  "to  appoint  an  agent  in  addi- 
tion to  tiie  one  already  appointed  in  tlie  slate  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  pensioners  of  the  United  States  residing 
in  east  Tennessee." 

^o,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826,  the  secretary  at  war  was  in  like 
manner  "authorised  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Pitts- 
burgh, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  [tayment  of  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States,  resident  in  that  vicinity — and  that,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  is  authorised  to  inake  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  paying  the 
before  mentioned  pensioners  at  the  office  of  discount  and  depo- 
fitp  of  said  bank  at  Pittsburgh." 

From  these,  it  is  manifest,  that  a  positive  law  directed  the 
transfer  to  the  bank  of  the  Uuited  States  of  the  pension  Hiieucy 
—and  that  the  secretary  at  war  had  no  authority  whatever  to 
chaiise  the  sv--t<  m  of  consress.  So  clear  was  this,  that  v\  hen 
Ju  liic  year  1829,  the  same  ofncer  who  has  directed  this  trans- 


fer, ordered  a  tsimilar  transfer  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
the  order  was  retracted,  in  like  manner,  when  your  predeces- 
sor established  a  pension  agency  in  Alhaiiy,  the  subject  was  ex- 
amined by  yourself,  in  C()ns(;(]uence  of  the  representations  of 
the  bank  against  that  measure,  and  you  did  me  the  iionor  to 
write  to  me  on  the  1st  of  March,  1832,  as  lollow.-: 

"I  am  satisfied  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  laws  of 
congress,  that  this  department  is  not  warranted  in  ap|)oiiiiijig  a 
pension  agent  in  any  stale  where  the  United  States  bank  has 
established  one  of  its  branches.  Hence  the  agent  at  Albany  has 
been  notified  that  his  appointment  by  this  departmiuit  has  this 
day  ceased." 

It  will,  therefore,  be  admitted,  that  up  to  the  1st  of  March, 
1832,  theie  was  not  the  least  authority  in  the  department  of  war 
to  make  this  transfer,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  power 
congress  has  since  given  to  that  department. 

The  only  authority  alleged  on  this  occasion  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  pensions  is  that  the  act  of  the  7ih  of  June,  1832,  pro- 
vides "that  the  pay  allowed  by  this  act  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury,  he  paid  at  suvh  places  and 
tuac.i  as  the  secretary  shall  direct,"  which  authority  was,  by  a 
resolution  of  congress  of  the  23th  of  June,  1832,  transferred  to 
tiie  secretary  of  war. 

The  effect  of  this  provision  is  now  to  be  considered.  When 
congress  passed  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  there  had  existed  a 
pension  agency  from  the  year  1789,  a  period  of  forty- three  years. 
The  laws  had  fixed  that  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  ita 
branches  should  be  the  pension  agents,  and  that  the  secretary 
of  war  should  appoint  pension  agents  where  there  was  neither 
a  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  nor  a  state  bank. 
That  system  had  been  in  operation  for  fifteen  years  and  was 
perfectly  familiar  to  congress,  who  had  been  legislating  upon  it 
for  those  fifteen  years,  adding  to  the  pension  list  numerous 
classes  of  pensioners,  to  be  arranged  according  to  their  resi- 
dences, to  the  agencies  most  convenient  for  them. 

In  prosecution  of  the  same  design,  the  act  of  June  7, 1832, 
made  a  large  addition  to  the  pension  list,  accompanying  it  with 
a  general  declaration  that  the  pensioners  should  receive  their 
allowances  "at  such  places  and  times,  as  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  might  direct." 

It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  that  in  this  phraseology  con- 
gress had  any  other  design  than  lo  do  what  they  had  so  often 
done  before — authorise  the  arrangement  of  the  pensioners  ac- 
cording to  localities,  by  paying  them  at  the  pension  agencies 
most  convenient  to  their  respective  residences. 

To  the  payment  of  any  pension  there  must  be  a  union  of  four 
things — a  time  when  to  receive — a  place  where  to  receive — a 
person  to  receive,  and  a  person  to  pay.  Congress  knew  this  per- 
fectly— and  in  tliis  act  of  June  7,  1832,  they  designated  the  re- 
ceiver— the  time  and  place  of  receipt,  but  said  nothing  about  the 
agent  who  was  to  pay,  because  lo  assign  the  place  was  only  to 
designate  the  pension  agency  existing  at  that  place— a  pension 
agency  long  established  by  previous  acts  of  congress,  and  which 
could  not  even  be  altered,  as  has  just  been  seen,  except  by  a  spe- 
cial act  of  their  own.  The  question  then  arises — does  the  au- 
thority to  name  the  j)i«ce  of  payment,  authorise  the  secretary  to 
appoint  the  person  who  is  to  make  the  payment.''  Still  further — 
does  an  authority  to  name  the  place  of  payment  at  which  place 
there  is  already  an  agent,  authorise  the  secretary  to  dismiss  that 
agent — to  appoint  another  in  the  same  place — to  withdraw  the 
funds  from  tlie  old  agent  and  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the 
new  agent?  The  question,  in  short  is,  whether  places  and  per- 
sons are  synonymous.  The  tvord  "places"  too,  must  be  used 
in  its  ordinary  and  common  sense  meaning,  without  being 
strained  from  its  natural  construction  in  order  to  diminish  the 
power  of  congress.  In  that  meaning  Philadelphia  is  a  place, 
iVew  York  is  a  place,  Baltimore  is  a  place — and  when  the  se- 
cretary is  authorised  to  assign  the  pensioners  to  these  places  re- 
spectively, it  must  have  been  intended  to  designate  the  general 
locality  of  those  cities. 

Togofuriiier  than  this — to  say  that  Chesnut  street  is  one 
place,  and  Third  street  is  another  place — that  the  banking  house 
of  the  United  Stales  bank  is  one  place,  and  the  Girard  banking 
house  js  another  place,  and  that  the  secretary  may  appoint  a 
pension  agent  for  every  street — seems  to  involve  an  utter 
confusion  of  all  distinction  of  persons  and  places.  Such  a 
change  Is  a  change  of  agency — but  not  a  change  of  place. 
There  would  be  more  plausibility,  though  not  more  justice,  in 
this  construction,  if  any  actual  change  of  "place"  had  occured. 
But  this  is  not  even  contemplated.  The  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, in  his  letter  of  iheloth  to  the  presidentof  the  Girard  bank, 
says  expressly,  that  it  is  determined  at  present  to  confine  the 
payments  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832,  "<o  the  bank  of  de- 
posite,"  which  are  of  course  in  the  places  where  the  bank  and 
its  branches  now  are;  and  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  13th  in- 
stant you  mention  that  "the  commissioner  of  pensions,  in  au- 
thorisinL'  the  banks  of  deposite  to  make  the  payments  under  the 
act  of  June  7,  1832,  instead  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  at 
those  places  where  local  banks  have  been  selected  by  the  treasury 
department  as  hanks  of  deposite,  acted  in  conformity  with  in- 
structions given  him  by  you.  It  is  manifest,  then,  that  these 
instructions  do  not  direct  tliepZacc  where  the  payments  are  to  be 
made.  They  direct  the  person  who  pays  in  tliat7)Z«cc; — it  makes 
no  chanee  in  the  place— \t  only  changes  the  agent  who  is  to 
make  the  payment  in  thnt  place — and  here  seems  to  lie  the  ra- 
I  diral  error  of  the  whole  proceeding. 

The  unsoundness,  moreover,  of  such  a  construction,  will  be 
seen  in  the  dangerous  cousequenees  to  which  it  leads.    Th« 
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secretary  is  simply  authorised  to  direct  the  times  and  places  at 
which  certain  soldiers  are  to  receive  their  pensions.  From  this 
phrase  it  is  attempted  to  deduce  the  following  consequences. 

The  secretary  at  war  by  the  act  of  1816,  is  authorised  to 
appoint  pension  agents  "in  those  states  and  territories  where 
there  is  no  commisiioner  of  loans.''  Under  the  authority  of  these 
phrases,  he  appoints  them  in  states  and  territories  where  there  is 
a  commissioner  of  loans. 

The  act  of  March  3d,  1817,  directs  a  formal  surrender  to  the 
bank,  of  all  the  records  of  the  pension  agencies.  The  secretary 
by  virtue  of  these  phrases,  orders  the  bank  to  give  up  the  funds 
and  records  to  agents  of  his  own  appointment. 

Congress  deemed  it  necessary  to  pass  a  special  act  to  enable 
the  secretary  of  war  to  appoint  a  pension  agent  in  Pittsburgh 
and  again  in  Tennessee.  These  phrases  are  now  construed 
to  empower  the  secretary  to  appoint  pension  agents  without  li- 
mitation. 

The  pension  money  of  last  year,  amounting  to  more  than 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  was  mainly  placed  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  whole  capital  was  pledged 
for  the  safe  keeping  and  the  proper  disbursement  of  the  funds. 
The  commissioner  of  pensions  finds  in  these  words  a  powtr  to 
withdraw  the  whole  of  these  funds,  and  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  on  personal  security  alone;  to  appoint  an 
indefinite  number  of  agents;— to  make  contracts  with  banks — 
and  to  take  bonds  and  securities  from  individuals. 

Congress  is  now  legislating  to  authorise  the  secretary  to  ap- 
point a  pension  agent  in  Alabama.  According  to  this  construc- 
tion, their  labor  is  superfluous,  since  the  secretary  may  appoint 
an  agent,  not  only  in  Alabama,  but  wherever  and  whenever  he 
thinks  proper. 

The  very  title  of  the  act  seems  conclusive  against  ascribing  to 
it  any  such  design.  We  have  seen  that  the  original  transfer  of 
the  pension  agencies  was  made  by  a  formal  act  of  congress, 
with  all  its  cautionary  stipulations.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever any  authority  over  pension  agencies  was  given  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  it  was  by  virtue  of  a  separate  and  clear  act  of 
congress.  Now  if  congress  intended  to  alter  this  established 
system,  undoubtedly  they  would  have  said  so;  yet  this  act, 
which  is  supposed  to  repeal  and  supersede  no  less  than  five  acts 
of  congress— the  act  of  1809— the  act  of  April  lOlh,  1816— of 
April  24th,  1816— of  1819— of  1826— is  merely  an  "act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and 
soldiersof  the  revolution."  It  says  nothing  about  pension  agen- 
cies— professes  to  repeal  nothing—  to  transfer  nothing — to  change 
nothing  in  regard  to  them — and  the  only  words  it  uses,  from 
which  this  extraordinary  power  can  be  extorted,  are  words  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  convey  the  intention,  that  as  some  times 
and  places  of  payment  must  be  designated,  these,  as  matters  of 
detail,  were  left  to  the  executive  officers. 

That  neither  congress  nor  the  executive  officers  themselves 
supposed  that  the  act  was  liable  to  such  a  construction,  is  ap- 
parent from  their  conduct  since  its  passage. 

The  act  itself  was  passed  on  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  yet  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1833,  the  house  of  representatives  of  that  same 
congress  passed  a  bill  "authorising  the  secretary  at  war  to  estab- 
lish a  pension  agency  in  the  town  of  Decatur,  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  and  provide  for  the  paying  of  certain  pensioners  in 
said  town  of  Decatur."  That  bill  was  lost  in  the  senate,  on  the 
ground,  it  is  believed ,  of  its  being  an  interference  with  the  pro- 
vision for  paying  the  pensioners  through  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

At  the  present  session  of  congress,  that  bill  with  the  same 
title,  is  again  reported,  and  now  awaits  its  third  reading. 

Now,  if  the  congress  who  passed  the  act  of  June  7,1832, 
thought  that  it  empowered  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  of 
war,  to  establish  pension  agencies,  why  did  they  propose  a  spe- 
cific act  for  the  purpose  of  authorising  him  to  establish  a  single 
agency.''  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  did  not  so  construe 
it,  is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  although  the  act  of  May  15th, 
1828,  gave  the  same  power  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as 
this  act  of  1832  does — that  is,  authorise  the  payments  "at  such 
places  and  days  as  the  said  secretary  may  direct,"  yet  that  offi- 
cer never,  it  is  believed,  appointed  any  agent  or  directed  any 
transfer  of  pension  funds  under  its  authority. 

That  the  war  department  did  not  so  construe  it,  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that,  during  eighteen  months  from  the  passage  of 
the  act  to  the  present  time,  the  pensioners  under  this  act  have 
been  arranged  to  the  respective  pension  agencies,  and  have 
been  paid  there  without  any  distinction  of  place  between  them 
and  the  other  pensioners. 

Thus  in  the  report  made  to  you  by  the  commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, on  the  27th  of  November,  1833,  he  says — 

"To  pay  the  pensioners  under  the  acts  of  March  18th,  1818, 
May  1st,  1820,  and  March  1st,  1823,  there  hav«  been  sent  to  the 
pension  agencies,  during  the  year  past  ^774,376  88 

"To  pay  invalid  pensioners  287,134  66 

"To  pay  pensioners  under  the  act  of  June  7tli, 

1832  3,547,179  57" 

Intimating  nodiff*erence  of  any  kind  between  the  pensioners 
under  this  act  and  other  preceding  acts. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  the  board  of  directors  that  the  in- 
structions of  the  commissioner  of  pensions  has  no  warrant  of 
law — that  they  cannot  surrender  the  books  and  papers  and  funds 
committed  to  them  by  congress,  without  a  revocation  by  con- 
gress of  that  trust.  Congress  is  fortunately  now  in  session,  and 
if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  that  body  to  release  the  bank  from  this 
charge,  it  will  be  very  promptly  and  willingly  surrendered.   But 


until  then  they  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  do  what  they 
would  deem  a  violation  of  their  duty  to  congress. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  the  pension  agents  will  not  con- 
sider themselves  at  liberty  to  pay  any  pensions  under  this  act 
while  the  present  injunction  not  to  pay  them  exists,  as  it  may 
create  an  obstacle  in  liie  settlement  of  ilieir  accouuts.  Accord- 
ingly no  pensions  under  this  act  will  be  paid  without  further  in- 
structions from  the  commissioner  of  pensions.  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  be,  very  respectfullv,  yours, 

(Signed)     *  N.  BWBhE,  president. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  secretary  of  war. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

IN    SENATE    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES,    FEBRUARY   5,  1834. 

Mr.  Webster  made  the  following  report: 
The  committee  on  finance,  to  xohom  has  been  referred  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  3d  of  December,  1833,  on 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from,  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resolution,  submitted  to  the  senate  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky,  declaring  that  the  rcasot.s  assigned  by 
the  secretary  for  the  removal  of  said  deposites  are  unsatisfactory 
and  insufficient,  have  agreed  on  the  following  report: 
The  act  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  i3 
justly  remarked  by  the  secretary,  is  a  contract,  containing  sti- 
pulations on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
corporation,  entered  into  for  full  and  adequate  consideration. 

Tlie  government  became  party  to  this  contract  by  granting 
the  charter,  and  the  stockholders  by  accepting  it.  "In  consider- 
ation," says  the  charter,  "of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  bene- 
fits conferred  by  this  act  on  the  said  bank,  the  president  and  di- 
rectors thereof  shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  out  of  the  corpo- 
rate funds  thereof,  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  three  equal  payments;"  and,  in  another  section,  it  de- 
clares that  "during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever 
required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  said  corporation 
shall  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  tranferring  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place  within  the  United  States  or  the  territories 
thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public 
creditors,  without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowance 
on  account  of  difference  of  exchange;  and  shall  do  and  peiforni 
the  several  and  respective  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans 
for  the  several  states,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  re- 
quired by  law." 

The  section  immediately  following  this  provision,  is  in  these 
words:  "And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bani^ 
and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said 
bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which  case  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congress, 
if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  for  such  order  or  direction." 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  or  doubted  that  this  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  was  one  of  the  ^'benefits''  conferred  on  the  bank  by 
the  charter,  in  consideration  of  the  money  paid,  and  the  servi- 
ces undertaken  to  be  performed,  by  the  bank  to  the  govern- 
ment; and  to  this  custody  the  bank  has  a  just  right,  unless  such 
causes  have  arisen  as  may  have  justified  the  secretary  in  giving 
an  order  and  direction  for  changing  that  custody.  Any  order  or 
direction,  therefore,  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  law, 
necessarily  involves  a  consideration  of  the  just  extent  of  the 
secretary's  power,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  bank. 

But  congress,  in  making  this  provision,  unquestionably  had 
in  view  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  certain  important 
financial  objects,  as  well  as  the  making  of  a  just  consideration 
to  the  bank  for  the  sum  paid,  and  the  services  undertaken  by  it; 
and  with  this  view,  also,  it  has  expressed  its  will,  that  the  de- 
posites shall  continue  to  be  made  in  the  bank  until  good  cause 
shall  arise  for  ordering  otherwise.  Of  this  good  cause,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  the  first  instance,  and  congress,  ulti- 
mately and  conclusively,  is  constituted  the  judge.  Every  order, 
therefore,  of  the  secretary  for  changing  the  deposites  presents, 
for  the  examination  of  congress,  a  question  of  general  political 
propriety  and  expediency,  as  well  as  a  question  of  right  and  ob- 
ligation to  the  bank. 

These  questions  may  be  considered  together.  They  are  inti- 
mately connected;  because  the  right  of  the  bank  to  retain  the 
deposites,  and  to  enjoy  the  advantages  lo  be  derived  therefrom, 
cannot  be  denied,  unless  a  case  is  shown  to  have  arisen  within 
the  just  power  of  removal  vested  in  the  secretary,  and  which 
made  it  his  duty  to  exercise  that  power.  The  secretary  is  only 
to  remove  the  deposites  for  reasons.  Of  these  reasons  he  is  to 
give  an  account  to  congress.  If  they  be  insufficient  to  justify 
the  removal,  the  bank  has  a  right  to  a  return  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  country  has  a  right,  also,  to  expect  that,  in  that  case, 
the  public  treasure  will  be  restored  to  its  former  place  of  safety. 
The  secretary  having  removed  the  deposites,  and  having  re- 
ported his  reasons  to  both  houses,  the  whole  subject  is  now  be- 
fore congress  by  way  of  appeal  from  his  decision;  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  that  decision  ought  to  stand,  or  ought  to  be  re- 
versed. 

The  power  of  the  secretary,  under  the  law,  is  evidentlybut 
provisional.  It  is  a  power  which  he  may  exercise  in  the  hrst 
instance;  but  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  in  every  instance  of 
its  exercise,  is  ultimately  referred  to  the  wisdom  of  congress, 
and  by  congress  it  must  be  judged.  He  is  autiiorised  to  do  the 
act,  but  congress  is  to  examine  it  when  done,  and  lo  confirm  or 
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reverse  it.  Tlie  secretary  may  change  the  dcposites;  but  when 
chaHged,  congress  is  to  decide  on  the  causes  of  such  change, 
with  authority  either  to  sanction  the  removal,  or  to  restore  the 
<Jeposites,  according  to  ilti  own  judgment  ot  right  and  expedi- 
ency. 

In  order  to  decide  whether  the  act  of  the  secretary  ought  to 
.be  confirmed,  it  is  requisite,  in  tlie  first  place,  to  form  a  just 
opinion  of  the  true  extent  of  liis  power  under  the  law;  and,  in 
die  second  place,  to  consider  the  validity  of  the  reasons  which 
lie  has  specially  assigned  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  in  the 
present  case. 

The  opinion  of  the  secretary  is,  thai  his  power  over  the  de- 
posites,  so  lar  as  respects  the  rights  of  the  bank,  is  not  limited 
to  any  particular  contingencies,  but  is  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional. If  it  be  absolute  and  unconditional  so  far  as  respects 
the  rights  of  the  bank,  it  must  be  absolute  and  unconditional  in 
ail  other  respects:  because  it  is  obvious  if  there  be  any  limita- 
tion, that  limitation  is  imposed  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bank  as  for  the  security  of  the  country.  The  bank  has  contract- 
ed for  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  and  paid  for  it,  as  for 
a  privilege  or  benefit.  It  has  agreed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
secretary  shall  possess  the  power  of  removal;  but,  then,  it  is 
also  agreed,  that  whenever  this  power  is  exercised,  the  reasons 
therelbr  shall  be  reported  to  congress;  congress  being  thus  con- 
stituted the  fiiial  judge  as  well  of  the  rights  of  the  bank,  in  this 
particular,  as  of  the  good  of  the  country.  So  that  if  the  secre- 
tary's power  be  in  truth  absolute  and  unconditional,  it  restrains 
congress  from  judging  whether  the  public  good  is  injured  by  the 
removal,  just  as  much  as  it  restrains  it  from  judging  whether 
the  rights  of  the  bank  are  injured  by  the  removal;  because  the 
limitation,  if  any,  is  equally  for  the  security  of  the  bank  and  of 
the  public. 

If  the  bank  be  interested  in  retaining  the  deposites,  then  it  is 
interested  in  the  truth  or  falsity,  in  the  sufficiency  or  insuffici- 
ency, of  the  reasons  given  for  their  removal.  Especially  is  it  so 
interested,  since  these  reasons  are  to  be  rendered  to  a  tribunal 
which  is  to  judge  over  the  secretary,  and  may  form  a  different 
opinion  on  the  validity  of  these  reasons,  and  may  reverse  his 
decision.  It  clearly  has  an  interest  in  retaining  the  deposites, 
and  therefore  is  as  clearly  concerned  in  the  reasons  which  the 
secretary  may  give  for  their  removal.  And  as  he  is  bound  to 
give  reasons,  this  very  circumstance  shows  that  his  authority 
is  not  absolute  and  unconditional.  Because,  how  can  an  ap- 
peal be  given  from  the  decision  of  an  absolute  power;  and  how 
can  such  a  power  be  called  on  to  give  reasons  for  any  instance  of 
its  exercise.''  If  it  be  absolute,  its  only  reason  is  a  reference  to 
its  own  will. 

The  committee  think,  therefore,  that  no  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional power  was  conferred  on  the  secretary;  that  no  autho- 
rity was  given  him  by  which  he  could  deprive  the  bank  of  the 
custody  of  the  public  moneys,  without  reason;  and  that  there- 
fore his  opinion  is  not  to  be  admitted  that,  in  no  event,  can  any 
order  for  removing  the  deposites  impair  the  right  secured  to  the 
bank  by  the  charter.  If  removed  without  good  cause,  the  com- 
mittee think  the  removal  does  impair  the  rights  of  the  bank. 

But  the  opinion  of  the  secretary,  as  to  his  own  powers,  is 
hardly  more  limited  in  respect  to  the  government  and  the  coun- 
try, than  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  bank. 

His  opinion  is,  that  it  is  his  duty,  and  within  his  authority,  in 
this  view,  also,  to  withdraw  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
from  the  bank  whenever  such  a  change  would,  in  any  degree, 
promote  the  public  interest.  "The  safety  of  the  deposites,"  he 
says,  "the  ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  engagements,  its  fide- 
lity in  the  performance  of  its  obligations,  are  only  a  part  of  the 
considerations  by  which  his  judgment  must  be  guided.  The 
general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people  must  regulate 
his  conduct." 

By  the  general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people,  the 
secretary  can  only  mean,  his  ov.'n  sense  of  that  interest  and 
convenience,  because  they  are  no  otherwise  to  be  ascertained 
than  by  his  own  judgment. 

The  secretary's  construction  of  the  law,  is,  therefore,  that  he 
has  power  to  remove  the  deposites  whenever,  for  any  reason, 
he  thinks  the  public  good  requires  it. 

In  this  interpretation  of  the  design  and  object  of  the  law,  and 
this  broad  construction  of  the  secretary's  power,  the  committee 
do  not  concur. 

Although  the  power  of  the  secretary  is  not  restricted  by  any 
express  words  or  terms,  nor  by  any  particular  occasions  for  its 
exercise  specifically  and  expressly  designated  or  described  by 
the  law,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  admitted,  as  the  committee  think, 
that  this  power  is  to  be  exercised  capriciously,  or  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  or  for  loose  or  conjectural  reasons,  or  on  any  idea  of 
an  unlimited  discretion  vested  in  the  secretary  to  judge  on  the 
general  question  of  the  public  welfare;  or,  indeed,  on  any  other 
grounds  than  those  of  necessity,  or  plain  and  manifest  expedi- 
ency, directly  connected  with  the  subject  over  which  the  pow- 
er exists. 

The  keeping  of  the  public  money  is  not  a  matter  which  is 
left,  or  was  intended  to  be  left,  at  the  will  of  the  secretary,  or 
any  other  officer  of  the  government.  This  public  money  has  a 
place  fixed  by  law,  and  settled  by  contract;  and  this  place  is 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  In  this  place  it  is  to  remain 
until  some  event  occur  requiring  its  removal.  To  remove  it, 
therefore,  from  this  place,  without  the  occurrence  of  just  cause, 
is  to  thwart  the  end  and  design  of  the  law,  defeat  the  will  of 
congret's,  and  violate  the  contract  into  which  the  government 
has  solemnly  entered. 


It  is  fit  to  be  observed  that  no  other  law  confers  on  the  secre- 
tary such  a  wide  discretion  over  the  public  interests  in  regard 
to  any  subject,  or  gives  hitii  a  power  to  act  on  the  rights  of 
otiiers,  or  on  the  rights  of  the  public,  in  any  part  of  his  official 
duties,  with  so  unlimited  an  authority  as  is  here  asserted.  Eve- 
ry where  else,  h«  appears  in  the  character  of  a  limited  and  re- 
siricted  agent.  He  is  the  financial  officer  of  the  govenunent; 
he  is  the  head  of  the  department  of  the  treasury.  His  duty  is, 
to  report  annually  to  congress  the  stale  of  the  finances,  and  to 
communicate  to  either  house,  when  requested,  any  information 
respecting  the  treasury;  and  he  is  to  superintend  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.  But  he  has  no  authority  over  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  cither  metallic  or  paper;  nor  has  he  the 
control  of  the  national  currency.  It  is  no  part  of  his  duty  either 
to  contract  or  expand  the  circulation  of  bank  paper,  nor  in  any 
other  way  to  exercise  a  general  superintendence  over  the  money 
system  of  the  country.  These  general  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  people  are  not  confided  to  his  hands  by  any  of  the 
laws  which  created  his  office,  and  have  prescrib«!d  his  duties; 
and  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  charter  of  the  bank 
no  more  intended  to  give  such  a  wide  scope  to  the  secretary  in 
regard  to  the  deposites,  than  other  laws  intended  to  give  him 
the  same  wide  scope  in  respect  to  other  duties  of  his  office. 
No  intimation  of  such  intention  is  found  either  in  the  charter 
itself,  or  in  any  of  the  legislative  debates  which  took  place  in 
both  houses  when  the  bank  was  established;  or  in  the  discus- 
sions which  have  been  had  on  the  various  occasions  which  have 
been  more  recently  presented  for  calling  forth  the  sentiment  of 
congress.  In  none  of  these  sources  is  there  to  be  found  any 
proof  that  the  legislature  has  delegated,  or  intended  to  delegate, 
this  extraordinary  power  of  judging  of  the  general  interest  of  the 
people  to  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury.  Such  a  power,  did  he 
possess  it,  would  necessarily  make  him  the  general  superintend- 
ent of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  bank;  because  it  would  enable 
him  to  compel  the  bank  to  conform  all  its  operations  to  his  plea- 
sure, under  penalty  of  suffering  a  removal  of  the  public  moneys. 
This  would  be  little  less  than  placing  all  the  substantial  power 
of  managing  the  bank  in  his  hands.  But  he  is  not  by  law  its 
manager,  nor  one  of  its  managers;  nor  has  he  any  right,  in  any 
form,  to  interfere  in  its  management.  On  the  contrary,  the 
very  langua|ge  of  the  charter  rejects  all  idea  of  such  general  su- 
pervision over  its  concerns  by  him,  or  any  other  officer  of  go- 
vernment. That  language  is,  that  ^^for  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation  there  shall  be  twenty-five  directors  an- 
nually chosen;"  and,  under  the  restrictions  contained  in  the 
charter,  these  directors  are  entrusted  with  the  whole  general 
business  of  the  bank,  subject,  of  course,  to  all  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  and  the  by-laws;  subject,  too,  always  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  examination  of  either  house  of  congress;  subject  al- 
ways to  regular  inquiry  and  trial,  and  bound  always  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  head  of  the  treasury  department,  on  request,  state- 
ments of  its  amount  of  stock,  debts  due,  moneys  deposited, 
notes  in  circulation,  and  specie  on  hand. 

Under  these  restrictions,  the  establishment  of  its  offices,  and 
the  appointment  of  its  officers;  the  amount  of  its  discounts,  and 
every  thing  respecting  those  discounts;  its  purchases  and  sales 
of  exchange,  and  all  other  concerns  of  the  institution,  are  to  be 
conducted  and  managed  by  the  directors.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  charter  giving  the  slightest  authority  to  the  secretary  to  de- 
cide, as  between  the  bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  govern- 
ment or  the  people  on  the  other,  whether  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  directors  is  wise  or  unwise,  or  whether,  in  regard 
to  matters  not  connected  with  the  deposites,  it  has  or  has  not 
violated  the  conditions  of  its  charter.  The  statement  which 
the  bank  is  bound  to  make  to  the  secretary,  he  may  lay  before 
congress;  and  he  is  doubtless,  bound  by  his  official  duty,  to 
communicate  to  congress  any  other  information  in  his  posses- 
sion, tending,  in  his  judgment,  to  show  that  the  bank  had  dis- 
regarded its  charter,  or  failed  to  fulfil  all  or  any  of  its  duties. 
But  here  his  authority,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  general  course 
and  operations  of  the  bank,  ends.  It  is  then  for  congress  to 
act,  if  it  see  occasion,  and  to  adopt  the  regular  remedies  for  any 
evils  which  it  may  suppose  to  exist.  But  it  transcends  the 
power  of  congress  itself  to  pronounce  the  charter  violated, 
without  hearing,  without  trial,  without  judgment;  far  less  is 
any  such  power  of  pronouncing  final  judgment  confided  to  the 
secretary.  His  power  simply  is,  that  in  regard  to  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,  he  is  to  judge,  in  the  first  instance,  whe- 
ther just  cause  has  arisen  for  their  removal. 

The  secretary  seems  to  suppose,  indeed  the  very  basis  of  his 
argument  assumes,  that  the  law  has  confided  to  him  a  general 
guardianship  over  the  public  welfare,  so  far  as  that  welfare  is 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  bank,  or  liable  to  be  affected  by 
its  proceedings;  and  that  he  holds  the  power  of  removing  the  de- 
posites as  the  means,  or  instrument,  by  which  he  is  to  enforce 
his  own  opinions  respecting  that  welfare.  The  committee  do 
not  adopt  this  opinion.  They  think  that  if  such  had  been  the 
design  of  the  law,  its  provisions  would  have  been  very  different 
from  those  which  it  does  actually  contain. 

If  such  general  guardianship  had  been  intended  to  be  confer- 
red on  the  secretary,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  he  would 
have  been  vested  with  powers  more  suitable  to  such  a  high 
trust.  If  he  had  been  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  general 
inspector,  or  superintendent,  other  authority  than  merely 
that  of  removing  the  deposites  would  have  been  given  him, 
for  this  plain  reason,  that  the  government  and  the  country  have 
interests  of  much  magnitude  connected  with  the  bank,  besides 
the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in  its  vaults,  and  to  which, 
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interests  if  endangered,  the  removal  of  the   deposites  would 
bring  no  security. 

The  government  is  proprietor  of  seven  millions  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank;  and  yet  no  authority  is  given  to  the  secretary  to 
sell  this  stock  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  or  in  any 
other  way  to  interfere  with  it. 

The  bills  and  notes  of  the  bank,  too,  are  made  receivable  in 
ail  payments  to  the  United  States,  until  congress  shall  otherwise 
order;  and  no  power  is  given  to  tiie  secretary  to  prevent  their 
being  so  received,  either  during  the  session  of  congress  or  in  its 
recess,  however  the  credit  of  these  bills  and  notes  might  be- 
come depreciated. 

How  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that,  if  congress  intended  to 
give  to  the  secretary  a  general  right  to  judge  of  the  operations 
and  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  a  power,  of  course,  to  declare 
when  it  had  violated  its  duty,  and  was  no  longer  trustworthy, 
it  should  yet  leave  him  under  an  absolute  obligation  to  receive 
its  bills  and  notes  in  all  payments  to  the  treasury,  though  they 
might  have  lost  all  credit;  and  place  no  means  in  his  hands  to 
execute  his  high  authority  of  superintendent,  except  the  mere 
power  of  removal? 

Wherever  it  is  clear  that  congress  has  given  the  secretary  a 
power,  it  has  given  him  tlie  means  of  informing  his  judgment 
as  to  the  propriety  of  exercising  that  power.  He  has  power  to 
remove  the  deposites;  and  ample  means  are  afforded  him  by 
which  he  may  learn,  from  time  to  time,  whether  those  deposites 
are  safe.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the 
bank  to  furnish  him,  so  often  as  he  shall  require,  if  not  oftener 
t1>an  once  a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  of  tiie  corporation,  of  the  debts  due  to  it,  of  the  moneys 
deposited  in  it,  of  its  notes  in  circulation  and  specie  on  hand; 
and  he  has  a  right  to  inspect  the  general  accounts,  in  the  books 
of  the  bank-  relating  to  this  statement.  This  statement  enables 
him  to  judge  of  the  solvency  and  stability  of  the  bank,  and  of 
Ihe  safety  of  the  public  money  deposited  in  it.  Here,  then,  is  a 
pow^er,  and  all  appropriate  means  given  for  the  just  and  en- 
lightened exercise  of  that  power.  Confined  to  the  deposites, 
the  power  is  accompanied  with  all  rational  auxiliaries  and  at- 
tendants. 

But  for  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  the  bank,  should  that 
happen,  and  for  other  cases  of  maladministration,  congress  has 
provided  just  and  appropriate  remedies,  to  be  applied  by  itself 
or  others,  in  exclusion  of  the  secretary.  For  redress  of  these 
evils,  no  power  is  given  to  him. 

For  the  security  of  the  public  interest,  the  law  reserves  a 
right  to  either  house  of  congress  to  inquire,  at  all  times,  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  if,  on  such  inquiry,  it  appears  in 
any  respect  to  have  violated  its  charter,  congress  may  bring  it 
to  trial  and  judgment.  Power  is  given  to  the  president,  also, 
to  institute  judicial  proceedings,  if  he  shall  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  any  such  violation  has  taken  place.  But  no  such 
power  is  given  to  the  secretary. 

The  proposition,  then,  cannot  be  maintained,  that  congress 
has  relied,  for  the  security  of  the  public  interests,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  general  welfare,  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with 
the  bank,  on  a  general  discretion  reposed  in  the  secretary:  for 
two  reasons,  first,  because  it  has  not  given  him  the  appropriate 
powers  of  remedy  in  the  most  important  instances;  and,  se- 
condly, because  it  has,  in  those  instances,  either  expressly  re- 
served those  powers  to  itself,  or  expressly  conferred  them  on 
the  president. 

If  the  secretary  cannot  prevent  the  notes  of  the  bank  from 
being  received  at  the  custom  houses  and  the  land  offices,  even 
after  they  should  be  discredited;  if  he  have  no  power  to  touch, 
in  any  way,  the  seven  millions  of  stock  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment; if  the  power  of  examination  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  bank  be  given,  not  to  him,  but  to  either  house  of  congress; 
if  he  have  no  power,  but  congress  and  the  president,  each,  has 
power  to  direct  a  legal  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the 
bank;  how  can  it  possibly  be  maintained  that  a  general  inspec- 
tion and  guardianship  over  the  public  welfare,  so  far  as  it  is 
connected  with  the  bank,  is  confided  to  him;  and  that  his  au- 
thority to  remove  the  deposites  was  given,  not  to  protect  the 
deposites  themselves,  and  secure  their  proper  use,  but  to  enable 
him  to  enforce  upon  the  bank,  under  penalty  of  their  removal, 
such  a  course  of  management  a:*  his  sense  of  the  public  inter- 
est, and  of  the  convenience  of  the  people,  may  require?  Such 
a  construction  would  give  the  law  a  strange  and  an  undeserved 
character.  It  would  convert  the  power  of  removal,  intended 
for  remedy  and  redress,  into  a  mere  instrument  of  punishment; 
and  it  would  authorise  the  infliction  of  that  punishment  with- 
out hearing  or  trial,  in  the  very  cases  in  whicii  the  law  yet  says 
that,  if  violation  of  duty  be  charged,  the  charge  shall  be  heard 
and  tried  before  judgment  is  pronounced;  and  the  duty  of  pr«- 
ferring  this  charge,  and  of  prosecuting  it  to  judgment,  is  given, 
not  to  the  secretary,  but  to  congress  and  to  the  president. 

The  contingent  power  given  to  the  secretary  to  remove  the 
deposites,  evidently  shows  that  congress  contemplated  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  happening  of  some  sudden  evil,  for  which  cither 
no  other  remedy  was  provided,  or  none  which  could  be  applied 
with  sufficient  promptitude;  and  for  which  evil,  removal  would 
be  a  just  and  appropriate  remedy.  The  remedy  prescribed, 
then,  teaches  us  the  nature  of  the  evils  which  were  apprtihend 
ed.  We  can  readily  understand  that  threatened  danger  to  the 
funds  was  one,  and  probably  the  chief  of  those  evils;  b(;cause 
change  into  other  hands  is  the  ready  and  appropriate  measurej 
which  would  rationally  suggest  itself  to  all  minds,  as  the  proper 
security  against  such  danger;  and  change  is  the  remedy  actually 


prescribe*^.  Neglect  to  transfer  the  deposites  from  one  place  to 
another,  as  the  exigencies  of  government  might  require,  and 
thereby  to  furnish  those  facilities  of  exchange  which  the  ciiar- 
ter  demands  of  the  bank  without  conmiission  and  without 
charge,  is  another  evil  for  which,  should  it  happen,  the  remedy 
would  naturally  be  the  withdrawing  of  the  funds,  and  the  plac- 
ing of  them  in  their  former  custody,  so  that  they  could  be  trans- 
ferred or  exchanged  by  the  treasury  itself. 

But  who  can  see  any  connexion  or  relation,  such  as  ordina- 
rily exists  between  an  evil  apprehended  and  a  remedy  proposed 
— between  such  an  evil  as  a  supposed  over  discount,  for  in- 
stance, by  the  bank  at  one  time,  or  an  under  discount  at  ano- 
ther, and  the  abrupt  removal  of  all  the  public  deposites?  And 
if  no  one  can  see  the  connection,  how  can  it  be  supposed  that, 
in  giving  the  power  of  removal  as  a  remedy,  congress  had  in 
view  any  such  evil? 

A  question  may  arise  between  the  government  and  the  bank 
respecting  the  right  of  parties  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  in  the  case  of  the  French  bill. 

It  is  a  question  on  which  different  opinions  may  be  entertain- 
ed, and  which  is,  in  its  nature,  fit  for  judicial  decision.  Does 
any  man  imagine  that  such  a  case  as  this  was  in  the  eye  of  con- 
gress when  they  granted  the  power  of  withdrawing  the  whole 
public  treasure  from  the  bank?  Can  it  be  for  one  moment 
maintained,  that  congress  intended  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  se- 
cretary should  compel  the  bank  to  adopt  his  own  opinion,  by 
the  exercise  of  a  power,  the  very  exertion  of  which  deranges 
the  currency,  interferes  with  the  industry  of  the  people,  and, 
under  some  circumstances,  would  hazard  the  safety  of  the 
whole  revenue? 

The  committee  think  it  cannot  admit  of  rational  doubt,  that 
if  congress  had  intended  to  give  to  the  secretary  any  power 
whatever,  not  directly  touching  the  deposites  themselves,  not 
only  would  it  have  specially  pointed  out  the  cases,  but  it  would 
also,  most  assuredly,  have  provided  a  remedy  more  suitable  for 
each  case.  The  nature  of  the  remedy,  therefore,  which  is  pre- 
scribed, clearlj'  shows  the  evils  intended  to  be  provided  against. 

To  admit  that  the  secretary's  conduct  is  subject  to  no  control 
but  his  own  sense  of  the  general  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  people,  is  to  acknowledge  the  existence,  in  his  hands,  of  a 
discretion  so  broad  and  unlimited,  that  its  consequences  can  be 
no  less  than  to  subject,  not  only  all  the  operations  of  the  bank 
and  its  offices,  but  its  powers  and  capacities,  perhaps  its  very 
existence,  to  his  individual  will.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  law 
creating  it  is,  in  many  of  its  provisions,  unconstitutional;  he  may 
not  unnaturally,  therefore,  esteem  it  to  be  his  duty  to  restrain 
and  obstruct,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  the  operation  of  those 
provisions  thus  deemed  by  him  to  be  unconstitutional.  He  is 
of  opinion  that  the  existence  of  such  a  poweiful  moneyed 
monopoly  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  would 
result  from  this  that  if,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  he 
is  to  follow  no  guide  but  his  own  sense  of  the  interest  of  the 
people,  he  might  feel  bound  to  counteract  the  operations  of  this 
dangerous  monopoly,  diminish  its  circulation,  curtail  its  means 
and  prejudice  its  credit.  To  accomplish  these  very  purposes, 
and  these  alone,  he  might  withdraw  the  deposites.  The  power 
given  him  by  congress  would  thus  be  used  to  defeat  the  will  of 
congress  in  one  of  its  most  important  acts,  by  discrediting,  and 
otherwise  injuriously  affecting  an  institution  which  congress 
has  seen  fit  to  establish,  and  which  it  has  declared  shall  conti- 
nue, with  all  its  powers,  to  the  expiration  of  its  charter. 

The  power  conferred  on  the  secretary  is  a  trust  power,  and 
like  other  trust  powers,  in  the  absence  of  express  terms  setting 
forth  the  occasions  for  its  exercise,  it  is  to  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  the  subject  and  object  of  the  trust.  As  in  other  cases  of 
the  deposite  of  moneys  in  banks,  the  primary  object  sought  to 
be  accomplished  by  congress,  by  that  provision  of  the  charter 
now  under  consideration,  is  the  safe  keeping  of  the  money. 
The  secretary's  trust,  therefore,  primarily  and  principally,  re- 
spects this  safe  keeping.  But  another  object  is  distinctly  dis- 
closed in  the  charter,  which  object  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  fund,  and  that  is,  its  transfer  and  exchange  from  place 
to  place,  as  the  convenience  of  government  might  require.  The 
secretary's  trust,  therefore,  respects  also  this  other  object  thus 
connected  with  the  fund;  and  when  either  of  these  objects  re- 
quires a  removal,  a  removal  becomes  a  just  exercise  oi"  his  au- 
thority. To  this  extent,  none  can  doubt  the  existence  of  his 
power.  If,  in  truth,  the  money  is  believed  to  be  unsafe;  if,  in 
truth,  the  bank  will  not  grant  the  facilities  which  it  has  promis- 
ed, in  consideration  of  receiving  and  holding  the  fund,  then, 
certainly,  it  ought  to  be  removed.  But  here  the  power  must 
stop,  or  else  it  is  altogether  tinbounded.  Here  is  a  just  and 
reasonable  limit,  consistent  with  the  character  of  the  power, 
consistent  with  the  general  duties  of  the  secretary,  and  consist- 
ent with  the  nature  of  the  remedy  provided. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  is  the  law:  it  is  the  expressed  will  of 
the  legislature.  That  will  is,  that  tlie  bank  shall  exist,  with  all 
its  powers,  to  the  end  of  its  term.  That  will,  too,  as  the  com- 
mittee think,  is,  that  the  public  deposites  shall  coniinue  in  the 
bank  so  long  as  they  are  safe,  and  so  long  as  the  bank  fulfils  all 
its  duty  in  regard  to  them.  The  secretarv  assumes  a  broader 
ground.  lie  claims  a  risht  to  Jndire  of  the  proceediiij^s  of  the 
bank,  on  all  subjects.  Adniittiiu:  the  fun<l  to  he  safe,  and  ad- 
mitting that  the  hank  has  performed  nil  its  duties  in  recard  tw 
it,  he  claims  an  authority,  nevertheless,  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites whenever  he  shall  form  an  opinion,  founded  on  ihe  con- 
duct of  the  bank  in  any  particular  whatever,  and  howpx'er  un- 
connected with  the  public  moneys,  that  the  general  interest  of 
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the  people  requires  such  removal.  If,  in  his  opinion,  it  dig- - 
counts  too  little,  or  discounts  too  much;  if  it  expands  or  con- 
tracts its  circulation  too  fast  or  too  slow;  if  its  committees  are 
not  properly  organized;  if  it  claim  damages  on  protested  bills, 
which  it  ought  not  to  claim;  if,  in  his  opinion  still,  it  is  guilty  of 
a  wrongful  meddling  in  politics,  or  if  it  do  any  thing  else  not 
consistent  with  his  sense  of  the  public  interest,  he  has  a  right 
to  visit  it  with  a  withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  its 
custody. 

If  this  claim  of  power  be  admitted,  it  would  seem  to  the 
committee  to  be  a  fair  result,  that  the  secretary  has  power  to 
withdraw  the  deposites,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  differs 
with  congress  upon  its  constitutional  aullioriiy  to  create  any 
bank,  or  upon  the  constitutionality  of  tliis  particular  bank,  or 
upon  the  utility  of  continuing  it  in  the  exercise  of  its  chartered 
powers  and  privileges,  till  its  term  shall  expire. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  give  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  a  general  guardianship  over  the  public  interests  in  all 
matters  coimecied  with  the  bank;  but  that  his  power  is  a  limit- 
ed one,  and  is  confined  to  the  safety,  and  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  public  interest  to  which  it  expressly 
relates;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  public  moneys  in  deposite  in  the 
bank. 

But  the  extent  of  the  secretary's  discretion,  as  asserted  by 
hinisell,  reaches  even  farther  than  the  wide  range  which  the 
commiiiee  has  here  described.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  pro- 
tection of  all  the  various  interests  which  the  government  and 
the  country  have  in  the  bank,  or  to  a  supervision  and  control 
over  ail  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  but  it  embraces  all  brarK'hes  of 
the  public  interest,  and  touches  every  thing  which  in  any  way 


respects  the  good  of  the  people.  lie  supposes  himself  rightfully 
to  possess  the  power  of  removing  the  deposites,  whenever  any 
causes,  springing  up  in  part  of  the  wliole  wide  held  of  the  ge- 
neral interest,  may  appear  to  him  to  call  for  such  removal. 
Notwithstanding  he  may  suppose  all  the  great  interests  confid- 
ed to  the  bank  to  be  perfectly  safe;  notwithstanding  he  may 
have  no  occasion  to  complain  of  any  part  of  its  conduct;  not- 
withstanding, even,  it  may  so  have  demeaned  itself  as  to  have 
beconje  the  object  of  his  favor  and  regard;  yet,  if  his  construc- 
tion be  admitted,  he  may  remove  the  deposites  simply  because 
he  may  be  of  opinion  that  he  might  place  them,  with  a  prospect 
of  still  greater  advantage,  in  other  hands.  If  he  be  of  opinion 
that  the  commerce  of  the  country,  or  its  manufactures,  would 
be  benefitted  by  withdrawing  the  public  money  from  one  bank 
and  placing  it  in  many,  thai  would  be  an  exercise  of  authnj-ity 
entirely  within  the  limits  which  he  prescribes  to  himself.  It 
would  be  a  case  in  which  he  would  only  follow  his  own  sense 
of  what  the  general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people  re- 
quired. He  might  think,  too,  that  by  withdrawing  all  the  public 
treasure  from  the  bank  of  the, United  Slates,  and  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  twenty  or  thirty  state  banks,  to  remain  there  dur- 
ing his  pleasure,  and  to  be  drawn  thence,  again  at  his  will,  he 
might  be  enabled  effectually  to  advance  certain  other  objects 
which,  whatever  others  might  think  of  them,  he  might  consider 
to  be  essential  to  the  good  of  the  people.  All  tliis,  if  he  be  right, 
is  within  his  just  authority.  A  power  necessarily  running  to 
this  extent,  is  a  power,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  which 
can  never  be  admitted. 

Having  f^us  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  general  extent  of 
the  power  claimed  by  the  secretary,  the  committee  proceed  to 
consider  the  reasons  which  he  has  reported  to  congress  as  the 
particular  grounds  on  which  the  power  has  been  exercised  in 
the  present  case. 

The  first  reason  assigned  by  the  secretary,  is  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  period  when  the  bank  charter  will  expire.  That 
period  is  the  4th  of  3Iarch,  1836,  more  than  two  years  distant; 
nearly  two  years  and  a  half  at  the  time  of  the  removal.  Three 
eessions  of  congress  are,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  holden,  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  secretary  himself  says  that  "the  power  over  the 
place  of  the  deposites  for  the  public  money  would  seem  pro- 
perly to  belong  to  the  legislative  department  of  g  wernment," 
the  committee  think  it  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  by 
him  that  congress  would  not  fail  to  make,  in  season,  suitable 
regulations  on  a  subject  thus  admitted  to  be  within  the  just  ex- 
ercise of  its  authority,  and  properly  one  of  its  duties. 

Why,  then,  should  he  not  have  waited  till  congress  had  seen 
fit  to  act  upon  the  subject,  or  had  manifested  a  disposition  not 
to  act?  The  matter  of  the  deposites  had  been  before  congress 
last  session,  and  congress  had  then  thought  no  provision  to  be, 
as  yet,  necessary.  Its  undoubted  sense  was,  that  the  public 
moneys  should  remain  where  they  were.  This  was  manifested 
by  proofs  too  clear  to  be  questioned.  Another  session  was  fast 
approaching;  and  was  not  the  whole  subject  loft  where  con- 
gress had  chosen  to  leave  it  at  the  end  of  its  last  session,  to 
await  the  free-exercise  of  its  legislative  power  at  this  session? 
It  might  have  been  fit  for  the  executive  to  call  the  attention  of 
congress,  at  this  time,  to  the  necessity  of  some  legal  provisions 
respecting  the  future  custody  of  the  public  moneys;  and  it 
woold,  doubtless,  have  been  proper  for  congress,  without  such 
call,  to  take  up  and  consider  the  subject  at  its  own  sugiiestinn; 
but  the  committee  see  no  reason  whatever,  in  the  approaching 
expiration  of  the  charter,  for  a  change  so  sudden,  and  producing 


The  secretary  has  stated  no  reason  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
mittee for  not  deferring  this  important  step  until  the  meeting  of 
congress.  He  sets  forth  no  emergency,  no  sudden  occasion^ 
nothing  which,  in  their  judgment,  made  immediate  action  by 
him  necessary. 

The  secretary  supposes  it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  act  on  the 
belief  that  the  bank  charter  would  not  be  renewed;  as  he  re- 
fers to  recent  popular  elections  in  support  of  this  opinion.  The 
comnnttee  believe  it  altogether  unusual  for  reasons  of  that  kind 
lo  be  assigned  for  public  and  official  acts.  On  such  subjects, 
opinions  may  be  very  various.  Different  and  opposite  conclu- 
sions may  be  drawn  from  the  same  facts  by  different  persons. 
One  man  may  think  that  a  candidate  has  been  elected  on  ac- 
count of  his  opposition  to  the  bank;  another  may  see,  only,  that 
he  has  been  cliosen,  notwithstanding  such  opposition.  One  may 
regard  the  opposition,  or  the  support,  of  any  measure,  by  a  par- 
ticular candidate,  as  having  been,  itself,  a  promoting  cause  ol  the 
success  of  his  election;  another  may  esteem  it  as  a  formidable 
objection,  overcome,  however,  by  more  powerful  reasons;  and 
others,  again,  may  be  of  opinion  that  it  produced  little  or  no  ef- 
fect on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  But  if  inferences,  less  uncer- 
tain, could  be  drawn  from  such  occurrences,  the  committee  still 
think,  that  for  a  public  officer  to  presume  what  law  the  legisla- 
ture will  or  will  not  pass,  respecting  matters  of  finance,  from 
the  election  of  a  particular  person  to  be  chief  magistrate,  im- 
plies a  consequence  from  such  election  which  the  constitutional 
independence  and  dignity  of  the  legislature  do  not  allow  to  be 
admitted. 

But  if  for  this,  or  other  reasons,  the  secretary  had  persuaded 
himself  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  would  not  be  renewed, 
still,  it  certainly  did  not  follow  that  the  deposites  ought  to  be 
removed  before  congress  had  decided  on  the  hands  into  which 
they  should  be  transferred,  and  had  made  suitable  regulation  re- 
spectitrg  their  future  custody.  If  there  were  good  ground  for 
thinking  that  congress  would  not  recharter  the  bank,  for  that 
very  reason  there  was  equally  good  ground  for  supposing  that  it 
would  make  proper  and  seasonable  provision  for  the  keeping  of 
the  public  moneys  elsewhere.  How  could  the  secretary  doubt 
thai  congress  would  orwit  to  do  that  which  he  avers  to  be  one  of 
its  appropriate  duties?  The  question  is,  not  what  measures 
congress  might  be  expected  to  adopt — whether  the  recharleiing 
of  the  bank,  or  what  other  measures;  but  whether  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  presumed  that  it  would  adopt  some  measure,  and 
that  a  seasonable  and  proper  one,  according  to  its  power  and  il8 
duties;  and  vvhetlier,  therefore,  this  anticipation  of  the  actioib 
of  congress,  on  the  eve  of  its  session,  is  to  be  justified. 

The  bank  charier  declares  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo- 
ney shall  be  made  in  the  bank  and  its  offices  and  that  ihe  bank 
shall  continue  till  March,  1836.  Where  does  the  secretary  find 
his  power  to  decide  that  the  deposites  shall  be  so  made  but  for 
seventeen  years  from  the  dale  of  the  charter,  instead  of  twenty? 
If  he  may  thus  withdraw  the  deposites  two  or  three  years  before 
the  expiration  of  the  charter,  wliat  should  restrain  him  from  ex- 
ercising the  same  authority  five  years  before  its  expiration,  or 
ten  years?  A  plain  and  cogent  necessity,  the  existence  of  a 
case  which  admits  of  no  reasonable  doubt,  and  which  is  too  ur- 
gent for  delay  till  congress  can  provide  for  it,  can  alone  jngtify 
an  interference  with  the  public  moneys,  lodged  in  the  bank  by 
law  for  the  double  purpose  of  sale  keeping,  and  fulfilment  of 
solemn  contract. 

But  supposing  it  not  reasonable  for  the  secretary  to  have  ex- 
pected the  interposition  of  congress,  and  admitting  that  he  might 
consider  the  withdrawing  of  ilie  deposites  as  an  act  which  was 
to  be  done,  at  some  time,  by  himself,  how  can  it,  nevertheless, 
be  argued,  that  so  early  and  so  sudden  a  withdrawal  was  neces- 


sary?   The  committee  can  perceive  no  possible  reason  for  this 
in  any  slate  of  facts  made  known  to  them. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  money,  left  on  deposite,  from  a  banfi: 
whose  charter  is  about  to  expire,  is  naturally  one  of  the  things 
longest  postponed.  It  is  as  safe  the  last  day  of  the  existence  of 
the  bank,  in  common  cases,  as  at  any  previous  period.  The 
bank  expects  the  recall  of  its  deposites,  near  the  period  of  its 
expiration,  and  prepares  itself  accorditigjy.  The  operation,  if 
made  gradually,  produces,  when  thus  conducted,  the  least  pos- 
sible disturbance  in  the  business  of  the  community.  Former 
experience  would  seem  to  have  held  out  a  salutary  light  for  the 
guidance  of  the  secretary  in  this  part  of  his  official  duly. 

At  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  former 
bank,  Mr.  Gallaiin  was  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  public 
deposilos  were  in  the  bank.  The  charter  of  the  bank  was  lo 
end  on  the  4th  of  March,  1811,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr. 
Gallatin  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  provision  whatever 
for  removing  any  part  of  Ihe  deposites,  except  by  drawing  oil' 
them  for  the  common  uses  of  government,  until  late  in  th« 
very  month  preceding  the  expiraliou  of  the  charter.  A  large 
amount  of  those  deposites  remained,  indeed,  in  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  after  the  charter  had  expired,  and  until  they  were 
wanted,  in  the  general  operations  of  the  treasury.  And  why 
should  it  be  otherwise?  Why  should  that  be  done  suddenly 
now,  which  the  secretary  thinks  conid  not  be  done  suddenly 
hereafter  without  great  incoiiv(-nit-nr<-?  Is  it  not  the  just  in- 
terference, from  his  own  argument,  that  the  thing  shonld  not 
have  been  done  suddenly  at  all.  As  to  the  idea  that  the  credit 
Buch  important  effects,  made  so  long  before  that  expiration,  al  1  of  the  paper  of  the  bank  will  be  depreciated  near  the  lime  of 
a  time  when  congress  had  recently  had  the  subject  before  il,  the  expiration  of  its  charier,  or  that  it  would  be  inconvenient 
and  when,  too,  it  was  again  about  to  assemble,  and  would  na-  for  it,  at  that  time,  to  be  called  on  for  the  deposites,  the  com- 
turally  have  reasonable  and  full  opportunity  to  adopt  any  ne-  mittee  are  utterly  at  a  loss  tn  see  the  slightest  foundation  for 
•Msary  legislative  proviEioiiB.  I  such  an  opinion.    Expeiience  ie  against  it;  and  all  reason,  ag 
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the  committee  think,  is  against  it  also.  There  is  nothing  to  ren- 
der it  in  any  degree  doubtful  that  the  bills  of  the  bank  will  be 
in  as  good  credit  the  last  day  of  its  charter,  and  even  after  that 
time,  if  any  shall  be  outstanding,  as  they  are  now,  and  there 
is  as  little  to  render  it  doubtful  that  then,  as  now,  the  bank 
would  be  competent  to  answer  all  demands  upon  it.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  the  withdrawal  of  the  fund  was  both 
unnecessarily  early,  and  unnecessarily  sudden.  It  might  have 
been  made  gradual;  it  might  have  been  deferred;  and  it  might 
have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  as  the  committee  think,  not 
ventured  upon  at  all,  until  the  attention  of  congress  itself  had 
been  called  to  the  subject.  The  committee  therefore  entirely 
dissent  from  this  first  reason,  reported  by  the  secretary.  Tliey 
see  nothing  which  proves  to  them  the  existence  of  the  slightest 
occasion  for  taking  this  important  step,  at  the  moment  it  was 
taken.  So  far  as  it  depends  on  this  reason,  the  committee  think 
the  removal  was  made  without  necessity,  without  caution  or 
preparation,  with  a  suddenness  naturally  producing  mischiev- 
ous consequences;  and  in  unjustifiable  anticipation  of  the  le- 
gislation of  congress. 

But  the  secretary  thinks  there  are  other  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval, growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  have  been  managed,  and  its  money  applied,  which  would 
have  made  it  his  duty  to  withdraw  the  deposites  at  any  period 
of  the  charter. 

Of  these  reasons,  thus  arising  from  the  alleged  misconduct 
of  the  bank,  the  first  is,  that  many  important  money  transac- 
tions of  the  bank  are  placed  under  the  control  of  a  committee 
of  exchange,  of  which  committee,  no  one  of  the  public  directors, 
as  they  are  called,  is  allowed  to  be  a  member,  instead  of  being 
transacted  by  a  board  of  seven  directors. 

This  charge  consists  of  two  parts;  first,  that  the  discounts  of 
bills  are  made  by  a  committee,  and  not  by  a  quorum  of  the  board; 
second,  that  the  public  directors  are  not  allowed  to  be  of  this 
committee. 

First.  It  is  not  alleged  that,  in  the  discounts  of  bills  by  this 
committee,  any  indiscretion  has  been  committed,  or  any  loss 
incurred;  or  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  any  facility  to  the 
mercantile  community  has  been  withheld,  or  any  duty  of  the 
bank  to  the  government  violated.  The  objection  is,  simply, 
that  bills  are  discounted  by  a  committee.  Supposing  this  to  be 
an  irregularity,  or  illegality,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  board, 
how  is  it  to  be  corrected  by  withdrawing  the  deposites.'  What 
connexion  is  therebetween  the  two  things.'  It  is  not  pretend 
ed  that  this  mode  of  discounting  bills  endangered  the  deposites; 
it  is  not  pretended  that  it  made  the  bank  either  less  able,  or  less 
willing,  to  perform  every  one  of  its  duties  to  government. 
How  should  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites  then  be  suggested 
by  the  discovery  of  such  an  irregularity,  real  or  supposed.'  The 
committee  are  not  able  to  perceive  the  least  propriety  in  ap 
plying  the  power  of  removal  to  a  proceeding  of  this  kind,  even 
if  it  were  admitted  to  be  irregular  or  illegal.  But  is  the  practice 
illegal.'  It  is  believed  to  be  not  at  all  unusual.  It  is  believed  to 
be  quite  comnjon,  in  banks  of  large  business,  for  bills  of  ex- 
change, which  are  presented  every  day,  and  almost  every  hour 
ill  the  day,  to  be  discounted  either  by  a  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors, or  by  the  president,  or  even  other  officers,  acting  under 
such  general  orders  and  instructions  as  the  directors,  at  their 
stated  meetings  prescribe.  A  large  board  of  directors  cannot 
assemble  every  day,  perhaps  not  oftener  than  twice  a  week. 
If  bills  of  exchange  could  only  be  discounted  at  these  periodical 
meetings,  the  business  of  exchange  could  not  go  on  with  the 
promptitude  and  depatch  so  important  to  commercial  mem  in 
such  transactions. 

The  committee  suppose  the  truth  of  these  remarks  will  be  at 
once  admitted  by  all  who  have  knowledge  of  business  of  this 
kind. 

The  general  management  and  control,  the  authority  of  exa- 
mining and  supervising,  of  contracting  or  enlarging  the  amount 
of  daily  discounts,  according  to  the  stale  of  the  bank,  and  of 
giving  every  other  order  and  direction  on  the  subject,  still  re- 
mains with  the  directors,  and  is  constantly  exercised  by  them. 
They  still  manage  the  afTairs  of  the  bank,  in  the  language  of  the 
charter,  although  they  may  depute  to  a  committee  tiie  authority 
of  inquiring  and  deciding  upon  the  credit  of  persons  whose 
names  are  on  bills  of  exchange  offered  for  discount,  and  on  the 
rate  of  exchange,  current  at  the  day.  The  legal  question  would 
be,  whether  the  directors,  by  rule  or  by  law,  may  not  authorise 
a  small  number  of  their  own  board  to  discount  bills.  'JMie  bank 
has  been  advised  that  it  might  rightfully  do  this;  and  if  it  be  not 
clear  that  this  opinion  is  right,  it  is  certainly  far  from  clear  that 
it  is  wrong;  and  in  this  state  of  the  question,  the  general  prac- 
tice of  other  banks,  under  similar  provisions  in  their  charters, 
may  well  relieve  the  directors  from  the  imputation  of  intention- 
al mismanagement. 

If,  in  all  this,  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter,  what  oiher 
banks  of  extensive  business  have  not  done  the  same  lliinu;? 

But  the  other  subject  of  complaint,  and  that  which  seems  to 
be  regarded  as  the  more  offensive  part  of  this  regulation,  i<,  that 
the  public  directors,  as  tliey  are  called,  were  not  allowed  to  be 
on  this  committee. 

It  may  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  the  discounting 
of  bills  of  exchange  by  a  committee,  instead  of  the  wlioh;  board 
of  directors,  be  illegal,  it  would  hardly  be  rendered  legal  by 
placing  any  or  all  of  these  public  directors  on  the  committee  as 
members.  But  the  secretary  seems  to  suppose  that  there  was 
pome  particular  object  in  this  exclusion  of  these  directors,  as  if 
there  had  been  something  wrong  to  bo  done,  and  therefore  se- 


crets to  be  kept  by  this  committee.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  what 
foundation  there  can  be  for  this  opinion.  All  those  discounts 
are  matter  of  record.  They  appear  every  day  in  the  books  of 
the  bank.  Every  director,  on  or  off  the  committee,  sees  them, 
or  may  see  them  at  pleasure.  There  is  no  secrecy,  nor  any 
motive  for  secrecy,  so  far  as  this  committee  can  perceive.  Very 
proper  causes  may  have  existed,  for  aught  that  can  be  known 
by  the  senate,  for  the  omission  of  these  particular  directors  from 
this  particular  committee.  Their  services  might  have  been 
deemed  more  useful  in  other  committees;  or  however  respecta- 
ble in  general  character,  or  however  useful  in  other  parts  of  the 
direction,  they  may  have  been  esteemed  not  so  well  acquainted 
as  others  with  the  business  of  foreign  or  domestic  exchange. 
And  even  if  there  were,  or  are,  other  causes  for  the  omission, 
such  as  tend  less  to  prove  the  existence  of  that  harmony  and 
mutual  respect  wliich  it  is  so  desirable  should  prevail  in  such  a 
board,  these  causes  cannot  furnish  any  just  ground  for  assert- 
ing, eithei  that  the  business  of  exchange  was  illegally  conduct^ 
ed,  or  that  the  constitution  of  the  committee  was  proof  of  the 
existence  of  any  motive  not  fit  to  be  avowed. 

But  the  secretary  enteitains  an  opinion  respecting  the  cha- 
racter and  duties  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  president  and 
senate,  in  which  the  committee  do  not  concur.  He  denomi- 
nates them  "public  directors,"  "officers  of  the  government," 
&c. 

By  the  charter  of  the  bank  there  are  to  be  twenty-five  direc- 
tors. Of  these,  twenty  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  individual  stock- 
holders, and  five  appointed  by  the  president,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate.  As  the  government  owned  one  fifth 
of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  president  and  senate  the  appointment  of  one-fifth 
of  all  the  directors.  But  they  are  not  called  public  directors, 
nor  officers  of  the  government,  nor  public  agents;  nor  are  they 
entitled,  so  far  as  the  committee  can  perceive,  to  either  of  these 
appellations,  any  more  than  the  other  directors.  The  whole 
twenty  five  directors  are  joint  managers  of  a  joint  fund,  each 
possessing  precisely  the  same  powers,  and  charged  with  the 
same  duties  as  every  other.  They  derive  their  appointments, 
it  is  true,  from  different  origins,  but,  when  appointed,  their  au- 
thority is  the  same.  There  is  not  one  word  in  the  charter  inti- 
mating, in  the  remotest  manner,  that  the  five  directors  appoint- 
ed by  the  president  and  senate  have  any  particular  duty,  or  are 
the  objects  of  any  peculiar  trust.  The  charter  calls  them  not 
government  directors,  not  public  directors,  but  simply  the  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  president  and  senate.  They  are  placed 
in  the  direction  to  consult  with  the  other  directors  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  bank,  and  to  act  with  these  others,  and  vote 
with  them  on  all  questions.  They  are,  what  the  law  calls  them, 
directors  of  the  bank,  not  agents  of  the  government.  They  are 
joint  trustees  with  others  in  a  joint  interest.  If  any  thing  ille- 
gal or  improper  lakes  place  in  the  board,  they  are  bound  to  re- 
sist it  by  the  duty  which  they  owe  the  individual  stockholders, 
as  much  as  by  the  duty  they  owe  the  government;  because  they 
are  agents  of  the  individual  stockholders,  and  have  the  same 
authority  to  bind  them  by  th/^ir  acts  as  to  bind  the  government; 
and,  in  like  manner,  it  is  the  duty  of  those  directors  who  are 
appointed  by  the  individual  stockholders,  to  give  notice,  as  well 
to  government  as  to  the  stockholders,  if  any  thing  illegal  take 
place,  or  be  threatened.  All  those  directors  act  and  vote  toge- 
ther on  the  smallest  as  well  as  on  the  highest  occasions;  an^, 
by  their  joint  votes,  bind  the  corporation,  and  bind  both  the  go- 
vernment and  imlividual  stockholders  to  the  extent  of  their  re- 
spective interests  in  the  corporation. 

If  the  directors  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate  had 
bf^en  excluded  by  the  charter  from  any  pait  of  the  power  exer- 
cised by  the  others;  if  it  had  been  forbidden  them  to  interfere, 
to  the  same  extent,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  the  test  in  the 
common  business  of  the  bank,  there  might  be  some  reason  for 
supposing  that  an  uncommon  character — a  character  not  so 
much  of  action  as  of  supervision  and  inspection,  was  intended 
to  be  conferred  on  them.  But  they  do  interfere,  and  justly,  m 
all  transactions  of  the  bank.  They  do  vote  and  act  on  all  sub- 
jects like  the  other  directors.  Beirrg,  then,  possessed  of  this 
common  character  of  directors,  and  enjoying  all  its  powers  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  committee  know  no  form  of  argument  by 
which  an  uncommon  and  extraordinary  character  is  to  be  raised 
by  construction,  and  superadded  to  the  common  character  of 
directors  which  thus  already  belongs  to  them. 

By  granting  the  charter,  and  by  accepting  it,  the  government 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  individual  stockholders  on  the  other, 
have  agreed,  that  of  the  directors,  as  joint  agents  of  all  parties, 
the  stockholders  shall  appoint  twenty,  and  the  government  five. 
The  interest  of  all  parties  is  confided  to  this  joint  agency:  and 
any  distinction  in  tlieir  powers,  as  arising  from  their  different 
modes  of  appointment,  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
not  to  be  sustained.  They  resard  tuch  distinction  as  entirely 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  agency  created,  and  as  de- 
riving not  the  least  countenance  from  any  thing  contained  in 
the  law. 

The  committee,  nevertheless,  to  avoid  misapprehension,  wish 
to  repeat,  that  it  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  the  directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  and  of  all  other  directors,  to  give  no- 
tice, both  to  government  and  the  stockholders,  of  any  violation 
of  the  charter  committed  or  threatened. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  thought  proper  to  observe 
that  the  measures  of  the  committee  of  exchange  are,  as  it  ap- 
pears, designedly,  and  by  system,  so  arranged  as  to  conceal  from 
the  officers  of  the  government  transactions  in  which  the  public 
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are  deeply  involved.  This,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a  very  se- 
rious charge.  It  imputes  a  corrupt  motive.  The  committee 
have  sought  for  the  CoUndation,  either  in  evi<lence  or  argument, 
on  wliich  this  charge  rests.  They  have  found  neitlier.  They 
find  only  the  chars^e,  in  the  first  place;  and  then  they  find  tiie 
charge  immediately  stated  as  a  fact,  and  relied  on  as  the  basis 
of  other  charges. 

Tiie  second  reason  specially  reported  by  the  secretary  as  aris- 
ing from  the  conduct  ol  the  bunk,  respects  tlie  bill  of  exchange 
drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  government  of 
France,  and  purchased  by  the  bank. 
The  general  facta  connected  with  this  case^  are  these: 
By  the  late  treaty  of  indemnity  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  ilwasstipulated  that  tiie  French  governmentshouid 
pay  to  that  of  the  United  Stales  twenty-five  millions  of  francs, 
to  be  distributed  among  those  American  citizens  who  had  claims 
against  France  for  the  unlawful  seizure,  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  their  vessels  and  property;  the  whole  sum  to  be  paid 
in  annual  instalments  of  four  millions  one  jumdred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  francs  each,  into  the 
hands  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  authorised  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  to  receive  it — the  first  instalment  to  be  paid 
at  the  expiration  of  one  year  next  following  the  excliange  of  the 
latificaticm. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  year,  the  secretary  drew  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, signed  by  himself  as  secretary,  on  tlie  French  govern- 
ment for  the  amount  of  this  instalment,  and  sold  it  to  the  bank, 
like  any  other  bill  of  exchange,  and  received  the  proceeds  by 
credit  of  the  amount  to  the  account  of  the  treasurer  in  the  bank. 
On  presentment  of  this  bill  at  the  French  treasury  payment 
was  refused;  the  bill  was  accordingly  duly  protested,  and  it  was 
taken  up  by  a  third  person  for  account  of  the  bank.  The  da- 
mages accruing  on  this  bill,  according  to  law  and  to  constant 
usage  in  such  cases,  are  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand 
dollars. 

[f  this  bill  had  been  transferred  by  the  bank,  as  probably  it 
was,  the  bank  itself  would  have  been  answerable  for  damages 
even  at  a  higher  rate,  if  a  third  person  had  not  taken  up  the  bill 
for  the  honor  of  the  bank. 

On  receiving  information  of  the  protest  of  the  bill,  the  officers 
of  the  bank,  as  was  their  duty,  gave  immediate  notice  to  the 
treasury  department,  and  accompanied  that  notice  with  the  in- 
formation, always  made  in  such  cases,  that  the  drawers  of  the 
bill  would  be  held  answerable  for  the  damages.  Such  is  the 
substance  of  the  facts  in  this  case. 

The  bank,  it  would  appear,  was  willing  to  collect  the  bill  on 
account  of  government,  and  to  credit  the  treasury  with  the  pro- 
ceeds when  received;  a  course  of  proceeding  which  had  this  to 
recommend  it,  that  the  money  to  be  received  on  the  bill  was  to 
be  received  by  the  government  simply  in  trust  for  claimants 
under  the  French  treaty,  and  was  not  ultimately  destined  to  the 
ordinary  uses  of  the  treasury.  On  the  contrary,  indeed,  before 
the  dishonor  of  the  bill  was  known,  it  had  been  made,  already, 
the  legal  duty  of  the  secretary  to  place  the  fund,  so  soon  as  re- 
ceived, at  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants. 

But  it  was  thought  best  to  sell  the  bill,  and  to  realize  at  once 
its  amount  into  the  treasury;  and  the  bill  was  sold  to  the  bank 
in  preference  to  others  offering  to  purchase,  for  no  reason,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  except  that  the  terms  of  the  bank  were  more 
satisfactory.  The  bill  was  thus  purchased  by  the  bank,  and  its 
proceeds  credited  to  the  treasury.  This  was  a  mere  transaction 
of  the  purchase  and  sale  of  a  bill  of  exchange.  There  was  no 
trust  confided  to  the  bank,  and  no  fiscal  agency  in  the  whole 
matter.  Indeed  the  agency  of  the  bank  had  been  declined,  the 
secretary  preferring  to  deal  with  it  not  as  an  agent,  but  as  a 
purchaser,  proposing  to  it  not  to  collect  the  bill,  but  to  buy  it. 
On  being  remitted  to  Europe,  and  presented  for  payment,  the 
bill  was  protested.  By  the  universal  commercial  law,  the  go- 
vernment, on  the  occurrence  of  this  protest,  became  amenable 
to  t^he  bank  for  the  amount  of  the  bill,  with  damages.  These 
damages  may  be  ultimately  claimed,  with  justice,  from  the 
French  government,  if  the  bill  was  drawn  upon  sufficient 
grounds,  and  oti  proper  authority;  in  other  words,  if  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  French  government  was  such  that  it  was  bound  to 
accept  and  pay  the  bill;  but  unless  there  be  something  in  the 
case  to  vary  the  general  rule,  which  the  committee  do  not  per- 
ceive, these  damages  were  part  of  the  debt  which  had  become 
due  to  the  bank,  as  much  as  the  principal  sum  of  the  bill.  If 
this  be  so,  how  could  the  directors  relinquish  this  part  of  the 
debt  any  more  than  the  other?  They  are  agents  for  the  corpo- 
ration; they  act  as  trustees,  and  have  no  authority,  without 
consideration,  to  release,  either  to  the  government  or  to  indivi- 
duals, debts  due,  or  properly  belonging  to  the  corporation. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  bank  should  have  taken  up  this 
bill,  when  protested,  on  government  account.  Two  answers 
may  be  given  to  this  suggestion:  the  first  is,  that  the  bill  had 
been  taken  up  by  a  correspondent  abroad  for  account  of  the 
bank,  before  it  was  known  in  the  United  Slates  that  it  had  been 
protested.  The  second  is,  that  it  would  have  been  unlawful  for 
the  bank  to  have  advanced  such  amount  to  the  government,  or 
on  account  of  government,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this  bill, 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  without  an  act  of  congress.  The  ex- 
press words  of  the  charter  forbid  it. 

But,  as  a  reason  for  removing  the  deposites,  it  appears  to  the 
committee  quite  immaterial  whether  the  bank  be  right  or  wrong 
in  claiming  these  damages.  If  wrong,  it  will  not  recover  them. 
It  is  not  judge  of  its  own  rights;  and  if  the  appropriate  tribunals 
BhaJl  decide  that  the  bank  was  acting  on  this  occasion^  or 


ought  to  have  acted,  as  the  agent  of  government,  or  that  It  was 
its  duty  to  take  up  the  bill  on  account  of  government,  then  the 
damages  will  not  be  awarded  to  it.  And  in  the  Worst  aspect  of 
this  case,  how  can  its  conduct,  in  this  respect,  be  any  possible 
reason  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites?  What  connex- 
ion has  this  occurrence  with  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
treasures,  or  with  the  remitting  them  from  place  to  place,  to 
theet  the  convenience  of  government,  according  to  the  duly  of 
the  bank  under  the  charter?  The  bank  thinks  itself  entitled  to 
damages  on  a  protested  bill  purchased  and  held  by  itself,  and 
drawn  by  government.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  thinks 
otherwise,  if  tliere  be  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the 
secretary's  conviction,  there  is  as  little  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
that  entertained  by  the  bank;  and  it  is  quite  inconceivable  to 
the  coiiUnittee  that  the  pendencyof  such  a  difTerenceof  opinion, 
on  such  a  question,  should  furnish  any  reason  whatever  for 
withdrawing  the  deposites,  unless  it  be  at  once  admitted  that 
the  secretary  holds  the  power  of  removal  as  a  perfectly  arbitra- 
ry power,  and  may  exercise  it,  by  way  of  punishment,  when- 
ever, in  any  particular,  the  conduct  or  the  opinions  of  the  bank 
do  not  conform  to  his  pleasure. 

The  secretary  does  not  argue  this  matter.  He  offers  no  rea- 
son in  opposition  to  the  legal  right  of  the  bank  to  the  damages 
claimed.  Indeed,  he  hardly  denies  the  right.  He  commences 
his  observations  on  the  subject  by  saying  that  the  ruling  princi- 
ple of  the  bank  is  its  own  interest;  and  closes  them  with  ano- 
ther declaration,  that,  as  fiscal  agent  of  the  public,  it  availed 
itself  of  the  disappointment  of  its  principal  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  its  own  profits. 

Assertions  like  these,  however  else  they  may  be  disposed  of, 
cannot  be  made  subjects  of  argument. 

The  last  charge  preferred  against  the  bank,  is,  that  it  has 
used  its  means  with  a  view  to  obtain  political  power,  and  there- 
by secure  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 

The  very  statement  of  such  a  charge,  as  a  reason  for  remov- 
ing the  deposites,  is  calculated  to  excite  distrust  in  the  wisdotn 
and  propriety  of  that  measure;  because  the  charge,  too  general 
to  be  proved,  is  too  general,  also,  to  be  disproved;  and  since  it 
must  always  rest  mainly  on  mere  opinion,  it  might  be  made  at 
any  time,  by  any  secretary,  against  any  bank.  It  would  be, 
therefore,  always  a  convenient  cloak  under  which  to  disguise 
the  true  motives  of  official  conduct. 

If  proof  be  made  out  that  the  funds  of  the  bank  have  been 
applied  to  illegal  objects,  the  proper  mode  of  redress  and  pun- 
ishment should  have  been  adopted;  but  what  has  this  to  do  with 
the  deposites?  As  in  the  case  of  the  French  bill,  the  secretary 
cannot  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites  on  Jiny  such  ground 
as  this,  unless  it  be  conceded  that  he  may  use  the  power  of  re- 
moval as  a  punishment  for  any  offence,  of  any  kind,  which  the 
bank,  in  his  opinion,  may  have  committed.  The  committee 
have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  no  such  latitude  of 
power  belongs  to  him;  and  the  assertion  of  such  a  power,  for 
such  a  cause  as  is  now  under  consideration,  shows  that  the 
power  ought  never  to  belong  to  any  secretary;  because  the  of- 
fence, on  account  of  which  it  is  here  proposed  to  be  exercised, 
is  a  political  offence,  incapable  of  definition,  depending  merely 
on  the  secretary's  opinion,  and  necessarily  drawing  into  its 
consideration  all  the  exciting  controverted  topics  of  the  day. 
The  bank,  it  is  said,  "has  sought  to  obtain  political  power." 
What  is  the  definition  of  such  an  offence  as  this?  What  acts 
constitute  it?  How  is  it  to  be  tried?  Who  is  to  be  the  judge.' 
What  punishment  shall  follow  conviction?  All  must  see  that 
charges  of  this  nature  are  but  loose  and  vague  accusations, 
which  may  be  made  at  any  time,  and  can  never  be  either  prov- 
ed or  disproved;  and  to  admit  them  as  sufficient  grounds  to  jus- 
tify the  removal  of  the  deposites,  would  be  to  concede  to  the 
secretary  the  possession  of  a  power  purely  arbitrary. 

The  main  fact  relied  on  for  this  cause  of  removal,  shows  how 
extremely  unsafe  all  proceedings  on  any  such  reasons  must  be. 
That  main  fact  is,  that  between  December,  1830,  and  Decem- 
ber, 1831,  the  bank  extended  its  loans  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars; and  it  is  further  alleged  that,  as  if  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
motive  of  this  extraordinary  conduct,  it  continued  to  add  rapid- 
ly to  its  loans,  until  in  May.  1832,  while  its  petition  for  renewal 
was  pending,  those  loans  amounted  to  seventy  millions.  And 
the  secretary  declares  that  this  extraordinary  increase  of  loans 
made  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  and  on  the  eve  of  a  contested 
election  in  which  the  bank  took  an  open  and  direct  interest,  de- 
monstrates that  it  was  using  its  money  to  obtain  a  hold  upon 
the  people  of  the  country,  to  induce  them,  by  the  apprehension 
of  ruin,  to  vote  against  the  candidate  whom  it  desired  to  defeat. 
This  is  strong  assertion,  but  so  far  as  the  committee  perceive, 
it  is  assertion  merely.  It  is  but  the  secretary's  own  inference 
from  facts,  from  which  very  facts  his  predecessors  in  office  have 
drawn  no  such  conclusions. 

This  great  extension  of  the  loans,  be  it  remembered,  took 
place  in  1831.  Why  was  it  not  then  complained  of?  Hovr 
should  it  have  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  secretary  of  that 
day,  at  the  time  it  took  place?  And,  if  it  did  not  escape  his  vi- 
gilance, why  did  he  not  remove  the  deposites?  So,  also,  as  to 
the  amount  of  loans  in  May,  1832.  That  amount  was  perfectly 
well  known  at  the  time,  and  if  it  proved  any  offence,  why  was 
not  the  punishment  inflicted  then?  How  should  all  other  secre- 
taries have  slept  over  this  great  mischief? 

It  might  further  be  well  asked,  what  evidence  is  there  of  the 
existence  of  any  such  motive  as  is  imputed  to  the  bank,  in  this 
extension  of  its  loans?  There  is  no  evidence,  but  the  mere  fact 
itself  of  the  extension,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  other  and 
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very  different  reasons  for  the  extension  may  have  existed;  so 
that  the  charge  is  proved  no  othervvise  than  by  inferring  a  bad 
motive,  from  an  act  lawful  in  itself,  and  for  which  good  reasons 
may  have  existed. 

Nor  is  it  either  acknowledged,  nor,  so  far  as  the  committee 
know,  proved  that  the  bank  took  an  open  and  direct  interest,  as 
a  corporation,  in  the  election  referred  to.  The  bank  certainly 
was  much  interested  in  certain  accusations  which  had  been 
brought  against  it,  and  whicli  became  subjects  of  public  discus- 
sion during  the  pendency  of  that  election.  It  had  been  charged 
with  great  misconduct  and  gross  violation  of  its  charter.  These 
accusations  must  undoubtedly  have  called  on  the  directors  for 
answer.  If  made  before  congress,  they  were  to  answer  before 
congress;  if  made  judicially,  they  were  to  answer  in  the  courts; 
if  made  in  an  official  and  formal  manner,  and  in  that  manner 
submitted  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  country,  the  directors  were 
bound  to  meet  them  before  that  country  by  every  fair  use  of 
fact  and  argument,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  defending  them- 
selves as  directors,  but  for  the  higher  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  protecting  the  property  entrusted  to 
their  care.  If  in  thus  defending  the  bank  before  the  communi- 
ty, the  directors  carried  their  measures  beyond  this  fair  object  of 
defence,  or  if  they  resorted  to  dishonorable  or  indecorous  modes 
of  discussion;  if  they  sought  rather  to  inflame  than  to  reason;  if 
they  substituted  personal  crimination  for  argument;  if,  even, 
they  rhet  invective  and  violence  with  corresponding  invective 
and  violence;  they  followed  bad  examples,  and  are  not  to  be 
justified.  But  on  their  rigiit  to  defend  themselves  before  the 
public  against  grave  charges  brought  against  them,  and  urged 
before  the  public,  the  committee  entertain  no  doubt;  and  they 
are  equally  clear  in  opinion  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
not  constituted  the  judge  of  the  mode  of  exercising  this  right, 
and  cannot  justly  remove  the  deposites  merely  because  the 
conduct  of  the  bank,  in  this  particular,  has  not  happened  to 
conform  to  his  wishes. 

The  committee,  therefore,  consider  this  last  reason  of  the  se- 
cretary equally  insufficient  with  the  rest;  and  they  regard  it  as 
the  most  objectionable  of  all,  in  its  principle,  inasmuch  as  it 
proceeds  on  grounds  which,  if  admitted,  would  leave  a  very 
high  official  duty  to  be  exercised  from  considerations  connected 
With  the  political  feelings  and  party  contests  of  every  day,  with 
no  guide  but  t!ie  individual  opinion  of  the  officer  who  is  to  per- 
form the  act;  an  opinion  which,  it  is  possible,  may  itself  be  no 
less  tinctured  with  political  motive  and  feeling  than  the  con- 
duct which  it  would  reprehend. 

If  an  unlimited  power  be  conceded  to  the  secretary  to  inflict 
penalties  on  the  bank  for  supposed  political  motives,  in  acts  le- 
gal in  themselves,  where  is  the  security  that  the  judge  may  not 
be  found  acting  under  the  same  impulses  which  he  imputes  to 
the  party  accused? 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  existing  public  distress  is  to  be  found  in  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  that  removal 
has  been  made.  No  other  adequate  cause  has  been  suggested: 
and  those  who  justify  the  removal  do  not  so  much  deny  this  to 
have  been  the  cause,  as  insist  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
any  such  effect  should  have  followed  from  it.  In  other  words, 
they  argue  that,  notwithstanding  the  removal,  the  hank  still 
possessed  the  power,  if  it  had  chosen  to  exercise  it,  of  warding 
off  the  blow  which  has  fallen  on  the  country,  or  at  least  of  mi- 
■  tigating  its  severity. 

Nothing  could  have  been  rationally  expected  but  that  tlie 
bank,  deprived  of  the  deposites,  and  denounced  by  the  execu- 
tive government,  would  feel  itself  called  on  to  take  just  care 
of  its  own  interest  and  its  own  credit.  Of  the  means  necessary 
to  the  attainment  of  these  ends,  the  directors  alone  were  judges, 
and  the  committee  have  no  evidence  before  them  to  show  that 
they  have  not  exercised  their  judginent  fairly,  and  with  a  real 
solicitude  to  accommodate  the  commercial  community,  in  the 
altered  state  of  things,  as  frr  as  has  been  practicable  consistently 
with  the  security  of  the  institution  which  it  is  equally  their 
duty  to  the  public,  and  the  stockhohh^rs  to  maintain.  They  are 
certainly  under  every  obligation  of  duty,  in  the  present  distress- 
ed state  of  the  country,  to  do  everything  for  the  public  relief 
which  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  bank,  and  with  those 
considerations  which  the  approaching  expiration  of  its  cliarter 
makes  it  important  for  the  directors  to  regard. 

The  removal  itself,  and  the  manner  of  effecting  it,  are  causes 
entirely  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  to  produce 
all  the  consequences  which  tiic  country  has  experienced,  and  is 
experiencing;  and  thi^se  consequences,  they  think,  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  those  causes  as  their  just  origin.  IIow  could  any  other 
result  have  been  expected?  The  amount  of  the  deposites  was 
nine  millions  of  dollars.  On  this  amount  in  deposite  there  was 
sustained,  no  doubt,  a  discount  of  far  greater  n)agnitude.  The 
withdrawal  of  this  sum  of  nine  millions  from  the  bank  necessarily 
compelled  it  to  diuiinisli  its  discounts  to  the  full  extent  of  all 
that  part  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  sustained  by  it. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  was  done  at  a  moment 
when  business  of  every  kind  was  pressed  with  great  activity, 
and  all  the  means  of  the  country  fully  employed. 

The  withdrawing  of  so  large  an  amount  at  such  a  time,  from 
hands  actually  holding  and  using  it,  could  not  but  produce  de- 
rangemei\t  and  pressure,  even  if  it  had  been  immediately  placed 
in  other  banks,  and  if  tio  unfriendly  feeling,  and  no  want  of 
confidence,  had  attended  the  transaction.  But  it  is  quite  ob- 
vious that  the  operation  to  which  the  secretary  has  resorted 
baa  been  attended  with  both  these  additional  and  powerful 


causes  of  derangement.  It  has  created  unfriendly  feelings,  and 
it  has  diminished  confidence.  This  change  of  the  deposites  ia 
made  on  the  strength  of  charges  against  the  bank  of  a  very 
grave  and  aggravated  nature;  such  as,  it  true,  would  most  se- 
riously affect  its  credit  for  solvency  aikd  stability.  It  is  pro-  , 
claimed  to  the  whole  world  as  having  converted  itself  into  a 
political  partisan,  misapplied  its  funds,  neglected  its  highest 
duties,  and  entered  on  a  career  of  electioneering  against  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country. 

These  serious  charges  necessarily  put  the  bank  on  its  defence, 
and  the  extraordinary  spectacle  is  exhibited  of  a  warfare  by  the 
national  government  on  the  national  bank,  notwithstanding 
that  the  government  is  jtself  a  great  proprietor  in  the  bank,  and 
notwithstanding  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  are  the  currency  in 
which  the  revenues  of  the  country  are  by  law  receivable. 

The  true  and  natural  relation  between  the  government  and 
the  bank  is  altogether  reversed.  Instead  of  enjoying  the  con- 
fidence of  the  government,  it  is  obliged  to  sustain  its  most  se- 
rious official  assaults,  and  to  maintain  itself  against  its  denun- 
ciations. The  banks  selected  by  government  as  its  agents  are 
themselves  thrown,  perhaps  unwillingly,  into  an  attitude  of 
jealousy  and  suspicion  with  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
They  become  cautious  and  fearful,  therdfere,  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings; and  thus  those  who  should  co  opierate  to  relieve  the 
public  pressure,  are  considering  mainly  their  own  safety.  Fear- 
ful of  each  other,  and  fearful  of  the  government,  they  see  the 
distress  continue,  with  no  power  of  beneficial  interposition. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  are  not  these  deposite  banks  able  to 
maintain  as  large  a  circulation  on  the  nine  millions  of  deposites 
as  the  bank  of  the  United  States?  And  will  they  not  be  thus 
able  when  the  present  panic  shall  have  subsided?  The  com- 
mittee think  both  these  questions  easily  answered. 

The  bank  of  the  United  Srates  has  a  credit  more  general,  tt 
may  be  said,  more  universal,  than  any  state  b.-\nk  does  possess. 
The  credit  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  equally  solid,  its 
bills  and  notes  received  with  equal  confidence,  for  the  purpose 
of  circulation  and  remittance,  in  every  quarter  6f  the  country. 
No  paper  circulation,  so  far  as  the  committee  know,  which^eTer 
appeared  in  the  world,  has  approached  nearer  to  the  valoe  and 
uniformity  of  a  specie  currency  than  the  notes  and  bills  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  To  the  state  banks  these  notes  and 
bills  have  performed  the  office  of  specie.  All  the  state  banks 
have  discounted,  upon  the  possession  of  them,  with  the  sam« 
freedom  and  boldness  as  they  vs'ould  have  done  on  an  equal 
amount  of  the  precious  metals.  The  curtailment  of  their  cir- 
culation, therefbre,  is  not  merely  a  withdrawing  of  the  amount 
curtailed  from  the  general  mass  of  circulation — it  is  removing, 
rather,  to  the  amount  curtailed,  the  basis  of  the  general  circula- 
tion; and  although  tlie  actual  amount  of  notes  and  bills  has  not 
been  recently  greatly  diminished,  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  amount  held  by  state  banks  has  been  greatly  diminished. 

The  removal  of  the  deposites  has  operated  directly  on  the 
amount  of  the  circulating  medium,  at  a  moment  when  that 
amountcouid  not  bear  any  considerable  reduction,  suddenly 
made,  without  producing  sensible  effect.  It  has  diminished 
prices,  and  in  some  instances,  it  has  had  this  effect  to  a  very  ma- 
terial degree.  It  has  operated  on  the  internal  exchange,  and  has, 
most  manifestly,  been  attended  with  very  serious  and  heavy 
inconveniences  in  that  important  branch  of  the  national  in- 
terest. More  than  all,  it  has  acted  on  opinion;  it  has  disturbed 
the  general  confidence,  it  has  weakened  the  public  faith  in  the 
soundness  of  the  currency,  and  it  has  alarmed  men  for  the  se- 
curity of  property.  As  yet,  we  hardly  know  its  effects  on  the 
credit  of  the  country  in  Euiope.  Perhaps  it  is  not  easy  to  an- 
ticipate those  effects;  but  if  causes  which  operate  here  should 
be  found  to  have  been  efficient  there  also,  a  still  greater  degree 
of  pressure  and  distress  than  has  yet  been  felt  maybe  expected. 

The  coniniittee,  therefore,  cannot  hut  regard  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  on  the  whole,  as  a  measure  highly  inexpedient, 
and  altogether  unjustifiable.  The  public  moneys  were  safe  in 
the  bank.  This  is  admitted.  All  the  duties  of  the  hank  con- 
nected with  these  public  moneys  were  faithfully  discharged. 
This,  too,  is  admitted.  The  subject  had  been  recently  before 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  that  house  had  made  its  opin- 
ion against  tiie  removal  known  by  a  very  unequivocal  vote. 
Another  session  of  congress  was  close  at  hand,  when  the  whole 
matter  would  again  come  before  it.  Under  these  circumstances, 
to  make  tlie  removal,  witli  the  certainly  of  creating  so  much 
alarm,  and  of  producing  so  much  positive  evil  and  suffering, 
such  diMangemont  of  the  currency,  such  pressure  and  distress 
in  all  the  branches  of  the  business  of  private  life,  is  an  act  which 
the  committee  think  the  senate  is  called  on  to  disprove.  The 
reasons  which  have  thus  been  stated  apply  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  secretary,  relating  to  the  public  deposiie!<,  and 
make  it  unnecessary  to  consider  whether  there  he  any  dilTerencn 
betw(!(!n  his  povv<;r  over  moneys;  already  in  tlie  hank,  and  his 
power  to  sns()end  future  deposites.  The  committee  forbear, 
also,  to  consider  the  propri(!ty  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
secretary  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money  since  their 
withdrawal  from  the  bank.  They  forbear,  too,  from  entering  into 
any  discussion,  at  present,  of  the  course  of  legislation  proper 
to  he  adopted  by  congress  under  the  existing  state  of  things. 
In  this  report,  they  have  confined  their  consideration  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  the  reasons  assigned  for  it,  and  its  im- 
mediate consequences;  and  on  tiiese  points  they  have  formed 
the  opinions  which  have  now  been  expressed. 

They  recommend  to  the  senate  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
which  has  been  referred  to  them. 
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So  heavy  is  the  pressure  of  current  matter,  that,  with 
our  limited  means,  we  must  abstain  from  such  full  notices 
of  just  passed  or  passing  events  as  that  we  have  vainly  at- 
tempted, for  some  time  past.  Our  closely  printed  and 
capacious  pages  will  not  take  in  nearly  the  whole — and 
if  they  could,  the  greater  expedition  of  the  dail}'  press 
■would  render  the  contents  of  this  paper  into  a  mere  re- 
cord, in  the  estimation  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  our 
friends,  and  much  to  our  own  injury;  for  variety  is  desir- 
ed, and  something  nezv  expected  by  every  one.  For  many 
years,  we  had  room  enough  for  ail  the  leading  purposes 
of  this  publication — but  the  times  have  changed,  and  we 
must  change  with  them.  We  shall  endeavor  to  keep  up 
a  sufficient  history  of  the  events  of  every  week,  but  give 
more  attention  to  documents  proper,  and  statistics,  and 
now  and  then  make  space  for  "original"  essays  and  arti- 
cles, and  pieces  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  which  have 
been  latterly  neglected. 

The  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  of  the  various  points  made 
for  or  against  it,  have  taken  up  a  great  many  pages — sub- 
sequent proceedings,  or  facts  as  they  are  developed,  shall 
not  bedisi'^gaixled;  but  we  think  it  useless  (for  us)  to  pur- 
sue these  subjects  to  the  extent  heretofore  allowed  them, 
and  shall  restrict  the  articles  inserted  to  a  reasonable 
length — not,  however,  permitting  important  things  to 
pass  by  unobserved,  especially  those  of  a  documentary 
cliara^er.  There  are  several  other  matters  that  we  wish 
to  present  to  our  readers;  and  which,  from  the  very  na- 
tureof  this  work,  we  think  ought  rather  to  be  done.  This 
remark  does  not  include  in  it  any  thing  like  a  determina- 
tion to  retire  fixim  the  course  latterly  purstied;  we  mean 
to  say  only  that  it  shall  be  more  closely  I'estrained: — and 
more  time^^ad  room  given  up  to  please,  in  the  variety  of 
our  matter:  for  which  a  great  abundance  of  materials  is 
at  immediate  command.  We  intimated  this  necessity 
some  weeks  ago.  It  was  hoped  that  we  might  work 
through  it— but  that  hope  is  now  given  up  in  despair. 
Every  day  adds  to  the  press  of  papers  before  us- — and 
there  is  no  present  prospect  that  an  accumulation  of  them 
will  speedily  cease. 

The  proceedings  of  congress  in  the  present  week  are 
very  interesting,  and  though  we  have  expended  much  la- 
bor in  condensing  them,  they  occupy  a  considerable  part 
of  the  present  sheet.  The  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  on  the  deposite  question,  will  be  care- 
fully examined.  The  votes  given,  though  not  decisive  of 
the  result  of  the  main  question,  nevertheless  indicate  that 
a  small  majority  is  opposed  to  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites;  while  it  is  manifest  that  if  the  removal  had  not 
taken  place,  a  large  majority  would  not  now  advise  it. 
Instead  of  being  a  matter  of  expediency,  or  of  principle, 
it  has  unfortunately  run  into  a  party  question;  and  yet  it  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  house,  constituted  as  it  is, 
with  so  large  a  majoi'ity  generally  in  favor  of  the  present 
administration,  is  so  nearl}'  divided  on  the  great  leading 
measure  of  the  administration. 

There  are  still  some  reports  afloat  as  to  a  compromise. 
We  know  nothing  of  the  truth  of  them — but  think  tliat 
the  pi-esident,  himself,  will  not  be  a  party  to  any  pro- 
ceeding with  respect  to  the  continiiation  of  the  present 
bank,  or  establishment  of  a  new  one. 

We  publish  a  large  table  shewing  the  state  of  the  safety 
fund  banks  of  New  York,  and  shall  give  similar  ones 
shewing  that  of  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  &e.  They  pre- 
sent statistical  facts  always  interesting,  but  more  espe- 
cially so,  at  this  ])articular  time.  We  have  caused  the 
amounts  to  be  added  up,  to  afford  a  general  view. 

While  some  think  that  the  money-market  is  easier, 
others  feel  the  pressure  of  it  more  severely  than  hereto- 
fore.    A  certain  degree  of  ease  has  been  obtained  by  one 
class  of  persons   by  abstaining   from  new   ewterprizes. 
Vol.  XLV— SiQ.  29. 


which,  however,  casts  a  burthen  on  another  class  of  per- 
sons Avhose  i)rosperi(y,  if  not  subsistence,  depends  upon 
such  enterprizes.  The  reports  of  the  committees  of  me- 
chanics and  other  working  men  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, wlio  have  visited  Washington,  shew  that  very 
few  contracts  have  yet  been  entered  into  for  the  erection 
of  new  buildings,  in  the  ensuing  season,  though  the  pre- 
sent is  the  time  when  such  contracts  are  not  oidy  gene- 
rally formed,  but  in  their  actual  operation.  It  is  thus  also 
in  Baltimore.  These  are  mere  examples  of  what  is  going 
on,  in  all  the  departments  of  business;  and,  though  muih 
less  money  to  carry  on  heavy  operations  is  needed,  be- 
cause they  are  not  wow  freshly  attempted,  the  quantity  of 
the  circulating  medium,  in  use,  seems  insufficient  even 
for  the  ordinary  transactions  between  man  and  man;  and 
thousands  of  persons,  small  dealers  and  mechanics,  who, 
twelve  months  ago,  always  had  the  means  of  accommo- 
dating their  neighbors,  are  hard  pressed  to  pay  their  own 
debts,  though  they  have  reduced  their  expenses  or  dis- 
missed their  workmen  to  the  lowest  possible  amount, 
consistent  with  a  preservation  of  their  run  of  business, 
and  the  supply  of  their  regular  customers. 

We  have  sketched  a  curious,  and,  as  some  will  think 
it,  a  bold  article  on  the  circulatio?i  of  values,  and  which 
places  what  we  have  called  the  puinciple  of  aggrega- 
tion in  a  new  and  striking  light,  and  shews  the  effect  of 
expansions  or  contractions  of  the  currency  in  a  way  that 
cannot  be  mistaken;  as  well  as  how  highly  important  it  ii 
that  the  currency  should  be  not  only  sound,  but  also  suf- 
ficient in  quantity.  We,  inteiid  to  publish  this  ai-ticle  in 
our  next.  -  *'•  * 

We  have  some  more  items  of  foreign  news,  including 
the  speech  of  the  king  of  France  on  opening  the  cham- 
bers, which  are  inserted. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  affairs  of  Spain  and  Poi'tugal 
are  by  no  means  settled.  In  the  former,  especially,  the 
civil  war  is  extending.  It  may  be  expected  that  Carlos 
and  JMigiiel  will  make  a  common  cause,  in  doing  all 
that  they  can  to  support  one  another,  without  committing 
themselves.  The  French  king,  however,  speaks  of  these 
affairs  as  likely  to  be  soon  adjusted.  It  is  not  easy  to  as- 
certain the  true  state  of  tilings  in  Europe,  because  of 
agitators  on  one  hand,  and  desi)Otic  proceedings  on  the 
other.  The  first  make  many  false  reports,  and  the  se- 
cond conceal  truth.  Europe,  however,  would  seem  to 
us  like  a  slumbering  volcano.  The  mighty  military  es- 
tablishments that  are  kept  up  shew  that  peace  exists  in 
the  ability  to  make  war;  and  the  fear  of  all  parties  that 
a  war,  if  made,  will  become  general,  and  as  destructive, 
perl)aps,  as  either  of  those  which  followed  the  revolution 
in  Fj-ance,  in  1789. 


A  richly  gifted  and  eminently  good  man  has  fallen! 
William  Whit,  esq.  died  at  Washington,  on  Tuesday 
last,  the  lOtli  inst.  aged  about  62  years. 

He  had  proceeded  to  Washington  to  attend  to  business 
in  the  supreme  court;  and  tliough  long  much  indisposed, 
shewed  some  apparent  improvement  in  the  state  of  his 
health. 

Soon  after  his  decease  was  known,  a  meeting  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  was  held,  and 
Mr.  JBiitler,  attorney  general  of  the  U.  S.  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Julm  Sergeant,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  appoint- 
ed secretary.  Mr.  Webster,  with  much  feeling  and  pow- 
er, announced  the  departure  of  Mr.  Wirt,  and  conclud- 
ed by  submitting  certain  resolutions,  which  were  passed 
unanimously;  and  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  being 
reported  to  the  supreme  court  by  the  attorney  general, 
they  were  feelingly  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the  records 
of  that  court,  &c.  as  stated  in  a  subsequent  page.  Con- 
gress also  adjourned  tliat  the  members  might  attend  the 
interment  of  his  remains — an  unprecedented  mark  of  re=» 
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spect  to  the  mernoiy  of  a  person  who  was  not  a  member 
of  that  body. 

The  '^wandering  piper,"  or  as  some  call  him,  the 
♦'mysterious  piper,"  was  in  Baltimore,  last  week,  and 
received,  at  diiferent  exhibitions  of  his  talents,  the  sum 
of  $491 — all  which  he  is  said  to  have  appropriated  to 
charitable  pm-poses,  without  retaining  any  thing  for  his 
personal  expehses.  He  is  a  full-blooded  Scotsman,  of 
eccentric  habits^— but  his  heart  is  in  the  right  place  And 
it  is,  surely,  pleasant  to  hear  the  sweet  or  wild  notes  of 
so  interesting  a  people  as  the  Scots,  while  feeling  con- 
scious also  of  contributing  a  mite  to  relieve  the  wants 
of  the  unfortunate. 

The  rumors  of  expected  changes  in  the  cabinet  at 
Washington,  noticed  in  the  last  Rkijistek,  are  repeat- 
ed. The  times  in  which  we  live,  are,  in  many  respects, 
extraordinary. 

Mr.  Diiane,  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  com- 
menced a  series  of  letters  addressed  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  we  understand  that  he  designs  to 
present  a  full  view  of  various  proceedings  had  during  the 
short  period  of  his  public  service  at  Washington,  feelit>g 
himself  now  "released  from  all  impediments,  but  those 
which  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  public  and  a  respect  for  him- 
self may  impose." 

A  good  deal  of  excitement  prevails  in  the  upper  part 
of  South  Carolina,  on  account  of  the  military  test  oath 
act.  Many  meetings  hav«  been  held,  at  which  very  warm 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  resistance  threatened. 

The  "New  Hampshire  Statesman"  has  the  following 
singular  article: 

There  is  another  fact,  which  has  been  floating  in  this  com- 
munity in  an  intangit)le  shape  for  two  or  three  weeks  past,  now 
fully  confirmed,  and  jvhicli  may  serv^>  to  show  how  the  post 
office  affairs  are  conducted.  A  letter  was  received  at  one  of 
the  banks  in  this  town  from  senator  Hill,  desiring  that  thirty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  funds  of  the  bank  might  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  post  master  general  for  the  immediate  relief 
of  the  department,  pledging  the  word  of  the  post  master  general 
for  its  re  payment  with  bank  interest,  and  for  all  over  draughts 
which  he  might  choose  to  make.  The  directors  seeing  no  safety 
in  the  manner  of  making  the  loan  nor  in  the  security  offered,  of 
cotirse  could  not  assent  to  the  proposition. 

The  PENSio?!  rtrND.  The  judiciary  committee  in  the 
senate  has  made  a  report  on  the  message  of  the  president 
of  tlie  United  States,  concerning  this  fund,  and  the  mino- 
rity of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of 
representatives,*  have  also  presented  a  statement  counter 
to  that  of  the  majority  of  said  committee.  As  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  public  should  fully  understand  the 
whole  merits  of  tliis  matter,  we  shall  make  room  for  the 
papers  just  mentioned,  unless  prevented  by  the  extreme 
length  of  them.  They  are  not  yet  at  hand.  The  report 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  is  inserted  in  sub- 
sequent pages. 

With  reterence  to  this  subject  we  copy  the  following 
from  the  "New  York  American:" 

The  pension  fund.  As  an  evidence  which  must  be  admitted, 
that  no  motives  of  interest  could  have  induced  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  desire  to  retain  the  agency  for  paying  pen- 
sioners, we  ask  the  attention  to  the  annexed  letter  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Mechanics'  bank  of  this  city,  complainhig  of  the 
expense  and  har^lships  of  that  agency,  and  asking  that  at  least 
the  oilier  pet  banks  might  be  required  to  contribute  towards  this 
expense.  The  reply  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions  seems  to 
admit  that  the  agency  itself  is  one  rather  burdensome  than  be- 
neficial, but  that  an  equivalent  therefor  was  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  of  being  one  of  the  deposite  banks.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  must,  we  apprehend,  be  obvious  to  every  understand- 
ing, that  it  could  only  be  from  motives  of  duty,  and  what  was 
conceived  to  be  obligation  by  law,  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  declined  to  surrender,  without  an  act  of  congress,  a  trust 
confided  to  them  by  act  of  congress. 

Mechanics^  bank,  New  York,  Jan.  27,  1634. 

Sir:  Since  my  appointment  as  pension  agent  for  this  city.  I 
have  repeatedly  applied  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  president  of  the  U. 
States  branch  bank,  for  the  delivery  of  the  books,  papers  and 
funds  pertaining  to  that  agency,  and  regret  to  say  that  I  am 
still,  apparently,  as  far  from  their  possession  as  upon  the  first 
application.     It  was  at  first  alleged  that  the  original  books, 

"Signed  by  Messrs.  Wilde,  Gorham  and  Binney.  ^ 


lists  and  other  papers  must  be  retained  as  its  vouchers  by  the 
bank,  but  that  copies  should  he  prepared  for  me  with  due  des- 
patch. These  copies,  which,  it  is  understood,  are  voluminous, 
are  at  length  completed,  (as  it  is  said),  and  still  have  not  been 
handed  over;  the  funds  lie  refuses  to  pay,  as  I  learn,  by  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president  of  the  mother  bank.  Some 
few  aged  veterans,  coming  from  a  distance  lor  their  little  sti- 
pends, 1  have  paid  individually;  but  applications  are  daily  mak- 
ing, and  although  their  means  are  withheld  by  the  branch  bank, 
they  themselves  refuse  to  make  the  requited  payments.  I  wait 
your  further  instructions. 

This  agency,  as  I  learn,  is  exceedingly  complicated  in  its  de- 
tails, requires  considerable  office  room,  the  employment  of  at 
least  three  clerks,  which  must  necessarily  involve  us  in  a  very 
con*iderable  extra  expense.  Why  this  bank  should  have  been 
selected  to  perform  this  service,  while  the  other  selected  banks 
are  exempt  from  the  responsibility,  labor  and  expense,  is  a 
matter  of  some  surprise,  particularly  when  it  is  known  that  we 
have  not  hitherto  had  a  due  proportion  of  the  public  deposites. 
Having  assented,  however,  in  our  agreement  with  the  treasury, 
to  perform  the  duties  incidental  to  the  agency,  we  cannot  of 
course  object  to  the  execution  of  those  duties,  but  must,  at  the 
same  time,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  an  agency  involving  fuch 
great  responsibility,  arduous  duties  and  heavy  expenses,  should 
be  borne  in  common  by  the  three  banks,  or,  if  this  should  be 
considered  impracticable,  that  the  other  two  should  at  least 
bear  a  pro  rata  portion  of  the  expenses. 

I  am  required,  by  the  terms  of  the  appointment,  to  give  bond 
personally,  with  sureties,  &c.  in  the  penal  sum  of  $125,000,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  agency.  This  agency,  it  must 
be  admitted,  is  to  be  performed  by  me,  not  as  a  private  indivi- 
dual, but  as  president  of  the  bank;  the  department,  therefore, 
has  the  responsibility  of  the  Mechanics'  bank,  with  its  assets  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  my  estimation  the  very  best  security 
for  the  integrity  of  its  principal  officer,  and  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties.     1  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obetJjent  servant,   - 

John  Fleming,  president. 

LouisiAXA.  Governor  Romati's  message  to  the  legis- 
lature was  exclusively  devoted  to  the  affairs  and  interests 
of  the  state,  of  which — its  successful  industry,  and  pros- 
perous finances — it  gives  a  most  encouraging  relation. 
The  governor  insists  strongly  and  wisely,  that  this  pros- 
perity should  be  used  to  noble  purposes,  and  especially 
to  the  more  general  dissemination  of  education  among  all 
classes,  and  to*  the  improvement  of  the  internal  com- 
munications of  the  state,  Tlie  following,  statement  is 
presented  by  the  governor,  of  the  probable  exports  from 
New  Orleans  for  1834: 

Cotton— 450,000  bales  at  $55,  $24,750,000 

Tobacco — 30,000  hhds.  at  $40,  1,200,000 

Sugar — 70,000  hhds.  at  $65,  4,5.50,000 

Molasses — 3,500,000  gals,  at  20  cts.  700,000 

Western  produce,  5,000,000 


Deduct  for  home  consumption. 
Total  of  exports  for  1834, 


$36,700,000 
2,000,000 

$34,700,000 


MoifET  IN  Europe.  The  following  is  a  communica- 
tion published  in  the  "National  Gazette" — • 

I  copy  verbatim  from  a  letter  from  M.  Rothschild, 
dated  London,  December  21,  which  I  have  this  day  seen, 
the  following: 

"Our  funds  are  improving,  which  circumstance  is  at- 
tributable to  the  great  plenty  of  money  in  the  market,  for 
I  have  just  concluded  a  contract  with  the  East  India  com- 
pany, for  the  large  sum  of  about  three  millions  sterling, 
which  had  been  in  their  possession  for  sometime  unern- 
ployed.  It  may  therefore  be  expected  that  an  advance, 
in  all  securities  will  take  place,  and  this  cannot  fail  to 
operate  favorably  on  the  American  funds,  which  have 
been  dull.  The  matters  pending  between  Russia,  Eng- 
land and  France,  as  to  the  Ttirkish  affairs,  seems,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  be  more  likely  to  terminate  arnica^ 
bly." 

Russia  and  Turket.  A  gorgeous  recital  is  given  in 
the  late  accounts  fi-oni  Europe,  of  the  presents  intended 
for  the  emperor  Nicholas,  with  Mhich  Achmct  pacha,,the 
new  envoy  to  Peterburg,  has  been  cliarged  by  the  sultan. 
The  ambassador,  who,  by  the  bye,  can"  neither  read  nor 
write  in  any  language,  not  even  "his  owh,  is  loaded  with 
costly  jewels.  The  bridle,  saddle  and  caparison  for  the 
steed  of  Nicholas,  are  alone  estimated  to  exceed  £50,000 
in  value.  There  are  bi-acelets  for  the  czarina  of  twelve 
rounds  each,  adorned  with  twenty  magnificent  diamonds 
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For  the  emperor  there  are  twelve  Arabian  horses,  fliul 
for  the  empress  one  hundred  and  fifty  cashmere  sliawls. 
The  most  singular  present  is  that  of  a  sword,  of  whicli 
the  handle  antl  scabbard  is  covered  with  precious  slones, 
and  which  is  to  be  presented  to  Nichlas  as  the  weapon  of 
Constantine  Paleologos,  who  died  in  llie  breach  eilecled 
by  tl>e  taking  of  Constantinoi>le  by  Mahomet  II,  in  1453. 
Tiiese  lavish  pi esents  aie  part  of  the  policy  of  the  sul- 
tan, which  is  plainly  to  put  himself  thorouj^lily  under  the 
])rotection  of  llie  czar.  Tlie  disonler  in  all  his  provinces, 
his  dread  of  Mehemet  xVli,  the  formidable  rebellion  in 
Asia  Minor  under  Cadi  Kiian,  and  tiie  increasing  anarchy 
of  his  capital,  seem  to  leave  Mahmoud  no  iiope  of  per- 
sonal safety  except  in  tlie  favor  and  aid  of  Nicholas. 
Hence  the  ardor  with  which  he  throws  himself  into  the 
power  of  Russia,  and  courts  favor  from  his  ancient  enemy. 

"The  lower  regions.!"  A  correspondent  of  the 
*'Richmond  Compiler,"  speaking;  of  the  Kanawha  coun- 
try, relates  the  following  anecdote: 

"[iniuetlialely  on  tlie  road  and  a  slidrl  distance  from  the  bank 
of  tUe  river,  llie  celebrated  Burning  Spring  attracts  the  curiosi- 
ty of  the  traveller.  A  cavity  in  the  earth  of  a  few  feet  in  dia- 
meter, presents  at  its  bottom  several  small  orifices,  from  vvhicii 
an  odorous  gas,  or  strong  bituminous  vapor  is  constantly  ex- 
haled. When  ignited  by  a  lighted  candle,  which  is  easily  done, 
the  whole  becomes  a  sheet  of  flame,  and  is  only  extinguished 
by  the  plentiful  application  of  water.  Filling  the  cavity  with 
water  previous  to  ignition,  does  not  diminish  the  brightness  or 
fierceness  of  the  blaze.  Inflannnable  gasses  undoubtedly 
abound  in  many  portions  of  the  valley.  An  anecdote  illustrat- 
ing the  fact,  was  frequently  related  in  my  hearing,  which  I  can- 
not forbear  to  repeat.  A  very  respectable  gentleman,  some- 
what eccentric  and  a  little  profane,  had  been  boring  for  salt  to 
the  depth  ofGOO  feet,  when  his  friends  endeavored  to  dissuade 
him  from  the  costly  experiment.  "Salt  I  will  have,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "if  I  bore  (or  it  to  the  infernal  regions!"  Accordingly 
he  pressed  on  in  pursuit  of  his  object — with  renewed  persever- 
ance and  ardor — and  his  boring  machine  having  penetrated  one 
of  those  subterranean  recesses,  where  nature  generates  her 
mysterious  and  territiic  agents,  a  volnme  of  flame  suddenly 
burst  through  the  orifice,  and  ascended  far  above  the  earth's 
surface,  spread  terror  and  amazement  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  le?s  enlightened  and  superstitious,  of  course,  fancied  that 
the  profane  gentleman's  threats  had  been  really  carried  into 
execution,  and  that  the  contents  of  the  "awful  and  undefinable 
pit  had  been  actually  disgorged  upon  another  earth." 
—»>•►♦©  ®  ®4«*— 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Paris  papers  to  the  23d  and  Havre  to  the25lh  December, 

both  inclusive, 

FRANCE. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  opened  its  session  on  the  93d  De- 
cember, when  three  hundred  deputies  and  sixty  peers  were 
found  to  be  in  attendance.  The  royal  family  were  present. 
On  the  entrance  of  the  king,  accompanied  by  the  dukes  of  Or- 
leans, Nemours  and  the  prince  of  Joinville,  cries  of  "vive  le 
roi"  burst  from  the  peers  and  deputies  of  the  centre  benches. 
His  majesty  aihiressed  the  peers  ami  deputies,  as  follows: 
The  repose  of  France  has  not  been  troubled  since  your  last 
session.  It  is  in  possession  of  the  blessings  of  order  and  peace. 
Every  where  the  efforts  of  industry  and  labor  obtain  their  re- 
compense. The  people,  employed  and  tranquil,  count  upon 
the  stability  of  our  institutions,  upon  my  fidelity  in  preserving 
them,  and  the  public  security  as  the  guaranty  of  the  national 
prosperity. 

It  is  in  guarantying  all  rights— in  protecting  all  interests;  it  is 
by  the  equity  and  moderation  of  our  policy,  that  we  have  ob- 
tained these  happy  results. 

To  assure  the  duration  of  these,  we  shall  persevere  with  en- 
ergy and  patience  in  the  same  system.  An  assiduous  vigilance 
is  still  necessary;  insensate  passions  and  culpable  intrigues  en- 
deavor to  shake  the  social  order. 

We  will  oppose  to  them  your  legal  concurrence,  the  firmness 
of  the  magistracy,  the  activity  of  the  adntinistration,  the  cour- 
age and  patriotism  of  the  national  guard,  the  wisdom  of  the  na- 
tion—enlightened  to  the  danger  of  the  illusions  which  they 
would  propagate,  who  attack  liberty  while  pretending  to  defend 
it,  and  we  will  assure  the  triumph  of  constitutionaf  order,  and 
our  progress  in  civilization. 

It  is  thus,  gentlemen,  that  we  will  finally  place  a  limit  to  re- 
volutions, ami  we  will  accomplish  the  desires  of  France.  I 
thank  her  for  the  support  she  has  lent  to  nis.  I  thank  her  for 
the  testimonies  of  confidence  and  aflTection  with  which  she  has 
surrounded  me.  I  have  received  them  with  emotion  in  those 
departments  which  I  have  been  able  to  visit,  and  I  return 
thanks  to  Providence  for  the  blessings  which  our  country  alrea- 
dy enjoys,  and  for  those  which  the  future  promises. 

You  will  second  me  also,  gentlemen,  in  my  efforts  to  protect 
the  increase  of  the  national  wealth,  in  opening  to  our  com- 
merce and  to  our  industry,  new  sources  of  prosperity,  and  in 
spreading  ease  with  labor  through  all  classes  of  the  population. 
I  hope  that  new  legislation  upon  the  tariff,  in  attesting  th»^ 
progress  of  our  industry,  will  tender  the  protection  which  is 


due  to  it,  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  wise  freedom,  which 
enlightened  governments  an;  di.-^jjosed  to  admit. 

Po[)ular  cducaiioii  has  received,  by  the  favor  of  your  concnr- 
reiice,  a  salutary  iin|Hilse. 

Laws  of  finance,  and  ilioj^e  trhick  the  execution  of  treaties  de- 
mand, will  be  promptly  laid  before  you.  'I'ln;  public  revenue 
improves,  and  every  thing  indicates  that  it  will  continue  to  fol- 
low the  ascending  progress  of  our  prosperity. 

Difl'erent  projects  of  law,  of  which  some  have  been  already 
presented  to  you,  will  lie  also  sul)milted  for  your  deliberation. 
I  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  promises  of  the  charter  will  be 
fiiUilli'd  in  the  couri^e  of  your  scsiion. 

I  am  liap|)y  to  announce  to  you  iliat  our  relation.^  with  all  the 
powers,  and  the  as.-^urances  which  I  receive  of  their  disposi- 
li;)ns,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  niainteiumce  of  the  gerreral  peace. 
The  peninsula  has  been  tlur  theatre  of  important  events. 
Since  the  government  of  the  queen,  Maria  2(1,  has  been  es- 
tablished at  Lisbon,  I  have  renewed  our  diplomatic  relations 
with  Portugal. 

Ill  Spain,  the  death  of  Fcrilinand  the  seventh  has  called  the 
|)rincess  Ins  (hiugliter  to  the  IhroH"'.  I  has^tened  to  recognize 
tiie  queen  Isabella  the  sec(jnd,  hdpitig  that  this  prompt  recogni- 
tion, and  the  r(;lations  it  established  between  my  government 
and  that  of  the  queen  regent,  would  preserve  Spain  from  the 
ravages  which  menaced  it.  Already  tranquillity  reappears  in 
the  provinces  where  the  rebellion  broke  out.  A  corps  of  the 
army,  formed  by  my  order,  protects  our  frontiers  under  any 
result. 

Always  intimately  connected  witli  Great  Btitnin,  we  have 
reason  to  anticipate  that  the  difiicultres  which  yet  retard  the 
conclusion  of  a  definitive  treaty  between  the  king  of  the  Bel- 
gians and  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  can  compromise  neither 
the  great  interests  of  Belgium,  nor  the  Iranrpiillity  of  Europe. 
Switzerland  was  momentarily  troubled  with  riissentions,  which 
the  wise  firmness  of  its  government  soon  appeased.  I  hasten- 
ed to  render  those  services  to  it,  which  it  might  expect  of  a 
faithful  and  disinterested  ally. 

The  Ottoman  empire  has  been  attended  by  great  perils.  It 
was  my  office  to  press  a  pacification  which  was  required,  both 
by  the  interest  of  France  and  the  stability  of  tlie  Eniopean  sys- 
tem. I  shall  continue  my  efforts  to  ensure  those  objects.  The 
events  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  in  particular  tiie  situation 
of  the  peninsula  imposes  on  us  the  duty  of  maintaining  the 
army  upon  the  footing,  which  tlie  safely  of  the  slate  requires. 

Gentlemen,  let  us  finish  our  work;  let  order,  powerful  and 
respectful,  be  henceforth  preserved  from  every  attack;  let  an 
official  protection  of  the  national  interests  dissipate  the  last 
hopes  of  faction,  and  France,  happy  and  free,  under  the  guar- 
dian shelter  of  the  government,  which  she  founded  will  pursue, 
at  last,  without  obstacles,  the  course  of  her  prosperity. 

This  is  my  dearest  wish.  You  will  aid  me  in  ensuring  its  en- 
tire accomplishment. 

Great  excitement  prevailed  on  the  first  opening  of  the  cham* 
bers,  in  consequence  of  a  report  that  it  had  been,  on  the  pre- 
vious night,  determined  at  a  meeting  of  the  Socielc  des  Droits  de 
Pllomme,  resolved  that  one  of  the  deputies  should  rise  and  de- 
clare that  Louis  Fhillippe  having,  like  Charles  X.  violated  his 
oath,  had  released  every  Frenchman  from  his  allegiance.  The 
member  intended  the  honor  declined  it,  and  the  alarm  some- 
what subsided.  The  chambers  were  at  first  occupied  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  soldiers. 

SPAIN. 

A  letter  from  Madrid  of  the  13th  December,  represents  that 
tranquillity  is  far  from  being  restored;  that  the  ministers  are  di- 
vided among  themselves,  each  having  a  policy  of  his  own;  that 
the  spirit  of  rebellion  was  rapidly  spreading  in  every  direction; 
that  disturbances  at  Aranjuez  had  become  so  serious  as  to  war- 
rant the  appointment  of  a  governor  with  unlimited  powers  to 
establish  courts  martial,  as  in  a  state  of  siege;  that  desertions 
were  taking  place  t'rom  the  queen's  army  in  favor  of  Don  Car- 
los; that  the  priests  were  busily  at  work  in  favor  of  his  cause, 
and  that.all  the  public  roads  were  infested  by  Carlist  bands  of 
robber?,  who  had  rendered  travelling  altogether  unsafe. 

Don  Carlos  fled  from  Miranda  on  the  approach  of  general 
Rodil,  accompanied  by  only  four  of  his  suite.  On  general  Ro- 
dil's  reaching  Miranda  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  the  go- 
vernor received  him  as  a  friend,  surrendering  the  town  to  him 
on  his  own  conditions. 

PORXriGAL. 

The  Kstrella,  a  Spanish  journal  contains  an  account  of  a  bat- 
tle having  taken  place  near  Santarcin,  between  the  armies  of 
Don  Pedro  and  his  brother  IMiguel;  the  two  brothers  command- 
ing their  respective  armies  in  person,  the  latter  is  said  to  have 
been  wounded. 

— ...►g  ®  ©««— ^ 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  14.  Many  reports,  petitions,  &c.  were  presented 
this  day — which  have  no  present  interest,  and  will  sufficiently 
appear  hereafter. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of  mechanics 
and  artisans  of  the  city  of  New  York,  (2,900  or  3.000),  in  favor 
of  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

Mr.  McKean  presented — 

The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  democratic  citizens  of  the 
third  congressional  district,  opposed  to  the  United  States  bank 
and  the  restotation  t)f  the  di-^iiosiies. 
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The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  democratic  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites,  and  against  rechartering  the  bank  of  the  U.  States. 

The  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  of  tiie  citizens  of  Spring 
Garden,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  complaining  of  great  dis- 
tress, which  they  attribute  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
and  pray  congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their  relief. 

The  proceedings  of  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia  re- 
garding the  national  legislature,  and  not  the  executive,  as  the 
constitutional  guardian  of  the  public  treasury,  held  at  the  com- 
missioners' hall,  on  the  30th  of  January. 

Memorial  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  citizens  of  Schuylkill 
county,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  to  the  United 
States  bank,  and  against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Memorial  of  more  than  one  hundred  citizens  of  the  borough 
of  Tamaqua,  in  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of  the 
United  States  bank. 

The  memorial  of  eleven  liundred  citizens  of  the  district  of 
Southwark,  and  township  of  Moyamensing,  part  of  the  first  con- 
gressional district  of  Pennsylvania,*  deprecating  the  late  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  praying  for  their  restoration;  and  a  memorial  of  a  similar 
tenure  to  that  presented  the  other  day,  of  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand citizens  of  Philadelphia,  containing   upwards  of 


hundred  additional  signatures  of  citizens  of  that  vicinity,  pray- 
ing for  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  motion  to  print  and  refer  the  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  in  North  Carolina,  which  he  presented  to  the  se- 
nate on  Tuesday. 

The  debate  was  continued,  by  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Web- 
ster. The  former  remonstrated  against  a  practice  that  had 
crept  into  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  on  the  introduction 
of  petitions — he  had  more  reliance  on  the  ballot  box.  The 
petitions  would  only  shew  the  voice  of  the  minority,  &g. — 
The  latter  vindicated  the  right  of  petition,  and  thought  the 
course  that  had  been  pursued  was  a  proper  one.  "Let  the  peo- 
ple speak,"  said  Mr.  Webster,  "and  let  us  hear  them  speak." 
"Throw  open  the  doors  wide  to  all  petitions."  Mr.  W.  then 
proceeded  to  t^peak  of  the  present  state  of  the  hank  of  the  U. 
States,  and  to  compare  it  with  that  of  the  bank  of  England  on 
the  1st  December  last.  We  shall  present  the  figures,  in  round 
numbers  as  usfful  to  all  parties. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  1st  February,  1834 — 

Discounts, $5.5,000.000 

Circulation, 19,000,090 

Deposites,       .        .        .        .     •   .        .        .       10,000,000 
Specie,  10.500,000 

The  amount,  then,  for  wliich  the  bank  is  liable  at  any  time  to 
be  called  on,  is  twenty-nine  millions,  being  the  amount  of  its 
bills  in  circulation  and  of  the  deposites  in  the  bank. 

To  meet  this  demand,  it  iiolds  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  specie; 
that  is  to  say,  it  ha.<  an  amount  of  cash  in  its  vaults  a  little  more 
than  equal  to  one- third  of  its  existing  liabilities. 

It  is  very  possible  that,  under  other  circumstances,  some  en- 
largement of  the  circulation  might  he  made  on  this  amount  of 
specie,  though  he  had  understood  that  the  bank  of  England  did 
not  feel  justified  in  going  far  beyond  this  proportion. 

The  bank  of  England,  said  Mr.  W.  is  on  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  government;  it  has  recently  received  a  renewal  of 
its  charter;  its  notes  are  payable  in  one  place  only,  and  they  are 
made,  moreover,  by  statute,  a  lawful  tender  in  the  payment  of 
all  debts,  except  by  the  bank  itself.  Yet,  under  all  these  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  it  appears  from  the  evidence  taken  in 
the  house  of  commons,  to  be  a  general  rule,  with  the  bank  to 
keep  on  hand,  bullion  to  the  amount  of  one  third  of  the  circu- 
lation and  deposites.  Thus,  on  the  1st  December  last,  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  bank  of  England  were — 

Notes  in  circulation, 18,659,000 

Deposites,  12,415,000 


Total, 
And  the  assets,  or  means  of  payment,  were— 

Securities, 

Bullion, 


£31,074,000 

23,160,000 
.     10,134,000 


Total,  £33,294,000 

This  shows,  as  I  have  stated,  that  the  specie  on  hand  is  equal 
to  about  one-third  of  all  the  liabilities  of  the  bank.f 

*This  is  prol)ahly  tlie  same  petition  which  being  presented  by 
Mr.  Sutherland,  iti  the  house  on  the  10th  inst.  was  said  to  have 
the  names  of  10  or  11,000  persons  attached.  The  error  in  the 
figures  was  not  ours.  En.  Rkg. 

fOn  these  statements,  the  "Baltimore  Gazette"  has  the  fol- 
lowing remarks,  which  we  adopt  in  lieu  of  some  of  our  own 
that  we  had  prepared  for  this  oocaf^ion.  Ed.  Rkg. 

This  information  respecting  the  bank  of  England  is  derived 
from  one  o(  the  recent  statements  of  the  condition  of  that  bank, 
which  its  new  charter  rnqtiires  it  to  make  periodically. 

But  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  to  be  tak(Mi  into  consi- 
deration with  regard  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
require  it,  particularly  at  the  present  time,  to  be  better  provid 
ed  with  specie  than  the  bank  of  Ennland,  although,  actually, 
this  is  not  the  case.  It  has,  nnya  Mr.  Webster,  twenty-four 
brunchea  spreading  over  a  vast  country^  some  of  thvti;  nearly 


After  some  other  remarks  Mr.  Webster  said— the  great  consi- 
deration remains  yet  to  be  mentioned.  The  debt  due  to  the 
bank  is  fifty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  its  charter  will  expire 
in  two  years  and  twenty  days.  Now,  sir,  would  it  be  at  all 
prudent  to  run  up  these  fifty-five  millions  to  seventy-five,  or  to 
make  any  other  considerable  advance  on  the  existing  amount 
of  discount,  considering  how  soon  all  is  to  be  called  in?  Indeed 
is  it  not  high  time  to  commence  the  process  of  collection  and 
reduction?  Could  any  thing,  hut  the  unexampled  condition  of 
the  country,  justify  the  bank  in  holding  its  amount  of  loans  as 
high  as  it  now  is?  Is  the  collection  of  fifty-five  millions  a  thing 
which  can  be  done  suddenly? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying — The  present  is  a  moment  of 
spasm  and  agony.  The  whole  social  and  political  system  is 
violently  convulsed.  This,  if  no  relief  come,  must  be  succeed- 
ed by  a  leiliargy,  which  will  strike  dead  the  commerce,  nianu- 
faclures  and  labors  of  the  community.  This,  1  think,  sir,  is  the 
real  prospect  before  us. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Forsyth,Mr. 
Clay,  Mr.  Broun,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Preston,  until  after  4  o'clock, 
without  coming  to  a  conclusion.* 

Mr.  Wilkiits  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday,  at  one 
o'clock,  call  for  the  special  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday.  The  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

February  17.  Mr.  Bell  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
the  citizens  of  Poitsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  subject  of 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  and  distress  prevailing  in  that 
section  of  the  union,  which  the  memorialists  attribute  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  restored  to  that  institu- 
tion, or  that  congress  would  make  such  other  legislative  provi- 
sions for  the  relief  of  the  country,  as  its  wisdom  might  devise. 
Mr.  B.  said,  that,  while  up,  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  signers  of  this  memorial  were  men  of  integrity, 
character  and  respectability — merchants,  ship  owners  and  men 
of  business,  whose  names  carried  as  much  weight  as  those  of 
any  body  of  men  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Hill  read  a  letter,  which,  he  said,  would  show  that  the 
signers  of  the  petition  were  debtors  of  the  bank,  and  that  there 
was  not  a  single  friend  of  the  administration  on  the  list.  He 
also  went  into  a  view  of  the  condition  of  the  parties  in  the  state, 
and  what  had  been  done  in  the  stale  conventions  on  the  subject 
of  elections. 

Mr.  Bell  observed  that  it  would  be  inexcusable  in  him  to  rise 
for  the  single  purpose  of  replying  to  the  remarks  that  had  just 
been  made.  Had  they  come  from  any  other  quarter,  he  should 
have  been  surprised  to  hear  the  subject  of  the  politics  and  elec- 
tions in  "New  Hampshire  adverted  to  on  that  floor,  and  he 
thought  the  time  of  the  senate  would  be  badly  employed  in  lis- 
tening to  any  reply  he  could  make,  even  if  he  thought  proper  to 
make  one.  It  was,  however,  necessary  for  him  to  reply  to  the 
observations  made  with  regard  to  the  characters  of  the  memo- 
rialists, and  he  should  take  the  present  opportunity  of  doing  so 
in  but  a  very  few  words.  He  well  knew  most  of  the  signers  of 
the  memorial,  and  there  were  gentlemen  on  this  floor  equally 
well  acquainted  with  them,  and  he  could  safely  aver,  that  in 
character,  intelligence  and  respectability,  they  were  equal  to 
any  in  the  country;  they  were  the  principal  merchants,  ship 
owners  and  men  of  business  of  their  place  of  residence.  In  the 
memorial  were  to  be  found  the  names  of  the  presidents,  cashiers 
and  directors  of  all  the  banks  of  Portsmouth,  exclusive  of  those 
of  the  branch  of  the  United  States  bank  and  thedeposite  bank. 
It  was  true  that  the  signers  of  the  memorial  were  not  very  nu- 
merous; but  it  was  also  true  that  it  was  not  the  business  of 
those  who  obtained  the  signatures,  to  get  the  names  of  men 
who  could  have  no  weight  here.  They  did  not  go  to  pot  houses 
to  get  signatures,  but  went  to  men  of  business,  of  intelligence 
and  respectability. 

Mr.  Knighl  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city  of  Providence, 
sisned  by  more  than  one  thousand  of  the  active  business  men 
of  the  community,  (some  of  whom  he  said  were  able  friends  of 
the  present  chief  magistrate),  and  of  the  highest  respectability, 
praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  3d  inst.  in  relation  to  the  pension  funds  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  made  a  report 
thereon:  and  moved  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

two  thousand  miles  apart,  and  although  not  bound  to  do  so  by 
law,  it  has  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  at  one  branch  the  bills 
of  other  branches  as  cash.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
was  practicable  without  great  inconvenience;  but  in  the  altered 
state  of  things  greater  caution  is  evidently  necessary.  These 
twenty-four  branches  are  like  so  many  fortresses,  all  of  which 
mu!«l  be  doubly  manned,  now  that  all  are  threatened  and  some 
actually  attacked.  There  are  also  in  circulation  five  or  six 
millions  of  bank  checks  or  draughts,  all  payable  on  demand, 
and  intimations  are  daily  thrown  out  that  orders  will  be  issued 
troni  the  treasury  forbidding  the  receipt  of  these  drauiihts  or 
checks  at  the  custom  houses  and  land  offices,  in  which  case 
they  will,  in  all  probability,  be  thrown  in  upon  the  bank  to  be 
redeemed  in  specie. 

*We  have  heard  this  discussion  spoken  of  bj' excellent  juHjes 
who  heard  it,  as  one  of  thrilling  interest — especially  the  Fpeeeli 
of  Mr.  Preston. 
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A  few  remarks  were  made  on  ordering  the  printing  of  an  ex- 
tra number  of  copies — and  tlie  motion  was  laid  on   the  table, 
because  there  seemed  a  disposition  to  discuss  it,  that  Mr.  IFil 
kins  mifl;ht  proceed  with  his  speech  (commenced  several  days 
ago)  on  tiie  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  concerning 
the  removal  of  the  dcposites.     Mr.  VV.  then  rose,  and   resumed 
liis  remarks;  but  before  he  had  concluded,  the  senate  adjourned. 
February  18.     Mr.  Hendricks  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a 
bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Wabash,  wliich  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 
Mr.  Tyler  rose  and  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city  of 
Richmond,  signed  by  nearly  nine  hundred  of  the  citizens,  and 
certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  people  of  Franklin  county,  in 
the  stale  of  Virginia.     In  regard  to  the  memorial,  he  would  say, 
that  it  would  be  borne  in  mind   by  the  senate,  that  he  had  raie- 
ly,  very  rarely,  been  called  upon,  since  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  senate,  to  perform  a  duly  similar  to  that  which  he  was 
then  in  the  act  of  performing.     The  people  of  the  stale  which 
he  represented,  in  part,  on  this  floor,  were  content,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  to  leave  the  expression  of  their  sentiments 
to  be  made  by  those  who  represented  tiiem  and  their  interests 
in  this  house  and  the  other;  and  their  departure  from  th  it  course, 
on  the  present  occasion,  bore  to  senators  the  strongest  pos- 
sible evidence  of  the  deep  agitation  of  the  public  mind.     The 
memorial  was  signed  by  persons  of  all  employments  and  pur- 
suits, and  presented  an  array  of  names  which  would  compare, 
for  intelligence  and  the  attributes  of  high  moral  character,  witli 
any  similar  number  from  any  city  or  town  in  the  union.    They 
remonstrate  against  the  late  proceedings  of  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  involving  high  assumptions  of  pow- 
er.    Whilst  Mr.  T.  concurred  with  the  memorialists,  most  fully 
in  their  views,  he  should  abstain  from  going  into  their  conside 
ration  now,  as  he  proposed,  should  his  health  permit,  and  the 
senate  so  please,  to  express  his  opinions  more  at  large  upon 
them  after  the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wil- 
kins)  should  finish  the  speech  which  he  had  commenced. 

For  his  part,  he  believed  that  the  president  had  invaded 
the  legislative  functions  in  a  vital  point— that  he  had  grasped 
the  purse;  and  he  was  happy  to  find  that  he  was  that  morning 
sustained  by  the  memorial  from  Richmond,  and  the  resolutions 
from  Franklin.  Lowland  and  highland  seemed  to  be  united. 
The  voice  from  the  first  had  been  reverberated  by  the  last,  and 
he  trusted  that  the  sound  of  that  reverberation  would  not  cease 
until  the  whole  country  should  be  roused  into  a  knowledge  of 
the  great  principles  at  issue. 

He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  and  resolnlions 
be  read,  printed  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance; 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  Bibb  then  rose  and  presented  certain  resolutions  pass^-d 
by  one  branch  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  disapproving  the 
removal  of  the  deposites.  Believing  the  state  legislatures  to  lie 
the  constitutional  omans  of  the  states,  and  the  constitutional 
defenders  of  state  rights,  he  was  happy  to  receive  expressions 
of  opinion,  in  great  public  exigencies,  from  those  bodies.  He 
moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read,  printed  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  took  up  the  motion  to 
print  6,000  copies  of  the  rep»)rt  of  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, made  yesterday,  on  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  relative  to  the  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  called  for  tlie  reading  of  the  report,  and  it  was 
read  accordingly;  the  reading  occupied  an  hour  and  five  mi- 
nutes. 

The  reading  having  been  concluded — 

Mr.  Morrii  moved  that  the  same  number  of  copies  of  the  pre- 
sident's message,  and  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  on  the 
subject,  be  also  appended  to  the  report. 

Which  motion  being  agreed  to  by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Bibb, 
the  motion  and  aniendment  was  adopted,  neminedissentientc. 

At  2  o'clock  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  being  the  removal  of  the  deposites— when  Mr. 
JFilkins  resumed  his  observations  in  defence  of  the  removal, 
and  continued  until  -20  minutes  past  3  o'clock  without  conclud- 
ing.    And  thd!  senate  adjourned. 

February  19.  Many  petitions  on  miscellaneous  subjects  were 
presented  this  day;  and  Mr.  TaUmads,e  presented— 

The  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  in  the  Park,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  an<i  in  favor 
of  their  restoration. 

The  proceedings  at  another  meeting  in  the  same  place,  ad- 
verse in  their  character  to  the  proceedings  just  presentfd. 

A  petition  from  the  dcMnocralic  citizens  of  New  York,  assem- 
bled at  Tannnany  Flail,  recominendhig  that  the  fli'p'i'='l''s  should 
not  be  restored  to  the  United  States  bank,  and  that  the  bank 
should  not  be  recharlered. 

Mr.  McKenn,  on  presenting  the  proceedings  of  two  public 
meetings  in  Pennsylvania,  of  opposite  sentiments,  in  reference 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  regrettrd  to  say,  that,  as  he  be 
lieved,  both  contained  souk;  ungunrded  expressions  which  he 
wished  had  been  omitted;  and  desired  tiiat  they  might  be  over- 
looked as  being  peculiar  to  the  present  stale  of  excitement,  &c. 
Mr.  -Kijig,  of  Ala.  expressed  his  reluctance  to  say  any  thing  in 
opposition  to  the  reception  of  memorials  from  the  people,  if 
couched  in  decent  and  respectful  language,  but  thought  that 
papers  of  the  character  stated  ought  not  to  be  received.  After 
some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  McKean — Mr.  King  moved  that 
the  petitions  should  not  be  received,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  seconded 


the  motion.  A  cotisiderable  debate  foll<»wed,  between  Messrs. 
Forsyth,  Spragne,  Mnngtim,  King,  Bihb  and  Poindexter,  in  which 
rather  a  ditterence  ol  opinion  than  a  diflertnce  of  principle  was 
shown.  Kacli  party  agreed  upon  the  importance  of  the  right  of 
petition,  and  that  petitions  should  be  drawn  up  in  decent  lan- 
guage, &c.  but  it  was  a  delicate  and  difiicult  thing  to  define  the 
words  that  ougiit  to  be  used,  Sic.  The  petitions  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wilkins  now  rose  and  concluded  his  speech  in  support  of 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  remov- 
ing the  deposites. 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  that  the  senate  should  adjourn,  intendinc  to 
follow  Mr.  Wilkins;  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. CVay,  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  Monday  next.  After  some  other  pro- 
ceedings, ilie  senate  adjourned. 

February '2'^) .     I'he  journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  said  he  had  been  ap- 
prised that  the  house  of  representatives  had  just  adjourned  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  tiie  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  JVirt;  and 
as  many  of  the  senators  not  only  felt  it  an  impt;rative  duty  to 
join  in  paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual referred  to,  but  were  impelled  to  do  so  by  a  deep  sense 
of  feeling,  the  senate  would  not  probably  be  full  enougli  to  at- 
tend to  business.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  would  be  necessa- 
ry for  him  to  make  any  motion  for  the  (lostponen)ent  of  the  re- 
solutions or  proceedings  that  might  be  expeciid  to  come  up; 
and  he  would  therefore,  simply  content  himself  with  a  motion 
to  adjourn.     Whereupon,  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  14.    The  journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  rrisc,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  F  ask  the  indulgence  of  this  house,  at  its  first 
meeting  since  the  melancholy  occasion  ol  the  funeral  of  my  la- 
mented colleague,  (judge  Bouldin),  whilst  !  discharge  a  deli- 
cate and  solemn  duty  to  his  memory  and  to  myself.  His  death, 
so  sudden,  and  so  shocking  to  all,  was  peculiarly  distressing  to 
me.  It  happened  at  a  moment  when  he  was  about  to  reply  to 
what  he  termed  my  "rebuke"  to  him.  I  hope  il  is  not  impro- 
|)er  for  me  now  to  state  to  members,  his  family  and  friends,  and 
my  own,  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  emotion  of  unkind 
feeling  between  us  at  the  time  he  expired.  Sir,  when  I  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  this  house,  but  the  other  day,  on  the  mo- 
mentous question  which  so  excited  his  ardent  mind,  and  which 
still  agitates  this  nation,  as  a  father  to  a  young  colleague,  he 
sal  by  my  side,  and  gave  me  the  cheering  encouragement  of  his 
countenance  and  his  smile.  When  I  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  death  of  his  illustrious  predecessor  had  not  been  announced 
to  this  house,  I  bowed  to  his  venerable  person,  and  disavowed 
the  intention  to  "ict/fAc"  him  who  filled  the  seat  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph \\\\h  honor  to  himself,  and  uselnlness  to  the  country. 
But  the  day  before  he  was  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  useful- 
ness, we  met  in  this  hall,  and  had  a  free  and  friendly  conversa- 
tion, which  left  nothing,  on  either  side,  unexplained.  And  I 
am  confident  that,  if  lie  had  boeti  spared  but  a  few  words  more, 
he  would  have  left  no  room  for  misunderstanding  the  relations 
in  which  we  stood  to  each  other.  My  object  in  making  the  al- 
lusion which  I  did  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  solely 
what  1  professed  at  the  time,  sincerely  disclaiming  any  person- 
al reflection  upon  my  colleague;  who,  I  never  doubted,  had 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  failing  to  perform  what  seemed 
to  be  his  appropriate  duty.  These  reasons  have  since  been 
made  public.  He  said  he  would  ainiounce  them  fully  when  he 
came  to  speak  on  the  deposite  question.  Alas!  little  did  he  an- 
ticipate that  death  would  seal  his  lips,  and  bury  him  too  in  si- 
lence before  he  should  finish  what  he  meant  to  have  said  on 
the  death  of  his  predecessor!  1  have  the  consolation  to  know 
that  he  died  with  a  full  knowledge  that  I  intended  no  wound  to 
his  feelings,  and  no  reproach  to  his  conduct.  And  it  becomes 
me  to  pay  my  humble  tribute  to  his  memory,  when  dead,  as  I 
paid  him  the  homage  of  my  respect,  and  confidence,  and  admi- 
ration, when  living.  I  became  acquainted  with  him  late  in  the 
session,  and  from  that  time,  until  the  moment  he  expired  in 
the  public  service  on  this  floor — a  glorious  death  it  was — !f  have 
the  proud  satisfaction  of  believing  that  I  daily  increased  in  his 
good  will,  whilst  I  know  he  grew  in  my  affections  and  in  my 
estimation,  as  a  noble,  generous  and  warm-hearted  friend,  an 
able  and  honest  and  useful  man,  and  a  bold  and  trne  patriot, 
who  "had  done  the  state  some  service."  He  is  gone!  lamented 
by  none  here  more  than  by  one  who  is  comparatively  a  strang- 
er to  all  his  merits,  his  high  worth  and  exalted  virtues;  and 
whose  fervent  prayer  to  heaven  now  is,  that  his  departed  spirit 
is  reposing  in  peace  in  the  bosom  of  his  God! 

Several  resolutions,  previously  offered,  were  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  some  time  since,  by  Mr. 
Lewis,  of  Alabama,  canie  up  for  consideration: 

Reaolred,  That  the  conmiittee  on  Indian  affairs  be  instruct«d 
to  inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  March,  1832, 
witii  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  be  in- 
consistent with  the  sovereign  right  of  jurisdiction  of  said  state 
within  its  limits,  and  whether  the  execution  of  said  treaty  has 
so  far  conflicted,  or  IS  likely  to  conflict,  with  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  the  said  state  over  the  country  ceded  by  such  trea- 
ty, and,  if  so,  to  inquire  whether  some  act  of  legislation,  con- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  said  Indians,  may  not  be  necessary  to 
prevent  such  conflict. 
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Mr.  McKinley,  of  AIal)aina,  ohserved,  that  he  understood  the 
whole  coiilroversy  to  wliich  the  resoiiUion  l)ud  reference,  had 
been  settled;  aud  not  seeing  any  useful  pur|)Ose  that  could  be 
answered  by  its  adoption,  he  inovc^d  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lewis  did  not  think  timi  the  controversy  was  settled. 
He  could  view  the  removal  of  the  settlers  by  n»ilitary  force  as 
no  less  than  a  question  o('p!3nce  or  war,  and  he  was  not  dispos 
ed  to  trust  to  the  discretion  or  tnu Aeration  of  the  president  or 
any  of  his  subordinate  officers.  He  lioped  that  the  resolution 
liyould  be  referred. 

Mr.  McKinley  replied,  and  renewed  his  motion,  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  107  to  88,  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  given  up  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  or  local  bills,  and  many  were  passed,  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  Feb.  15.  Many  local  or  private  bills  were  attend- 
ed to  this  day,  and  passed,  8u;.  but  the  house  adjourned  with- 
iOUt  taking  up  the  order  of  the  day,  or  the  appropriation  bills. 
An  animated  debate  took  place  between  Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Geo. 
and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  and  others,  on  a  resolution  offered  some 
time  ago  by  Mr.  G.  asking  for  information  concerning  the  death 
of  col.  Hardeman  Owens,  in  Alabama,  ''by  a  party  of  the  regu- 
lar soldiers  of  the  United  States,"  &c.  Mr.  G.  made  some 
warm  comments  in  reprobation  of  that  proceeding.  Mr.  Clay 
.opposed  the  resolution  as  being  useless  in  itself,  and  indeco- 
rous in  its  terms — for  it  called  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  say 
whether  Owens  "had  been  killed  by  his  order?"  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Ala.  strongly  protested  against  this  attempt  to  "stifle  inquiry." 
Mr.  Beardsley  wished  to  modify  the  resolution — but  the  hour 
Jiad  expired,  and  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule — and  so 
ithe  subject  was  laid  over. 

Monday,  Feb.  17.  Mr.  J^dam-^,  of  Mass.  reminded  the  house 
that  he  had  given  notice  that  he  would  this  day  renew  his  at- 
tempt to  have  the  memorial  from  the  city  of  N.  York,  in  favor  of 
a  warehousing  system,  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufac- 
;tures.  Mr.  A.  had  since  received  a  copy  of  the  memorial,  and 
he  proceeded  to  review  its  contents.  The  general  object  of  the 
memorial,  was  to  change  the  law  of  1S32.  The  law  had  been 
sometimes  termed  a  compromise.  It  had  not  been  expected 
that  the  subject  of  the  tariff  would  be  touched  at  the  present 
session,  nor  was  he  disposed  to  bring  it  before  the  house.  Mr. 
A.  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  me- 
iflorial  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  motion  was  opposed  at  some  length  by  Mr.  Cambrelen^; 
and  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Seldcn  and  Mr.  Adams  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  subject.  The  house  refused  to  reconsider,  123 
to  84. 

Mr.  Harper,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  a  memorial  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  upon  which  he  made  some 
remarks. 

Mr.  Bur«cs  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  signed  by  1,035  memo- 
rialists. Mr.  B.  dwelt  upon  the  high  character  and  standing  of 
these  petitioners,  some  of  whom  were  among  the  leading  ad- 
vocates of  the  administration.  Among  these  he  particularized 
«he  character  of  Mr.  Ives  and  Mr.  Bullock;  he  adverted  to  the 
soundness  of  the  bank  circulation  in  Rhode  Island.  Among  a 
population  of  less  than  100,0U0,  there  was  a  banking  capital  of 
jnore  than  $7,000,000;  and  the  bank  notes  issued  upon  that  ca- 
pital were  less  than  ^3  for  one.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
banks  by  the  pressure  of  the  limes  were  reduced  to  a  stand. 
W-hat,  then,  he  argued,  must  be  the  condition  of  those  whose  cir- 
culation was  twenty  times  their  capital.  Mr.  B.  expatiated  with 
«ntbusiasm  on  the  industry,  enterprize,  integrity  and  intelli- 
gence which  prevailed  among  the  people  of  his  state;  their  suc- 
cess in  manufactures,  and  the  proof  of  that  success  in  the  fact 
that  the  British  manufacturers  had  been  induced  to  imitate  their 
fabrics  and  counterfeit  their  marks. 

Yet  all  this  prosperity  had  now  passed  away,  and  could  not 
5)0  restored,  but  by  a  restoration  of  amicable  relations  between 
the  government  and  the  bank,  and  the  return  of  the  public  de- 
posites to  its  vaults.  He  called  for  the  j-eading  of  the  memorial, 
and  then  movpd  that  it  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  "eternal 
committee  of  ways  and  means." 

Mr.  Pearce  presented  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  of 
Newport,  of  a  tendency  directly  counter  to  that  which  had 
:been  piesented  by  his  colleague.  He  went  on  to  state  that  it 
^ifid  been  adopted  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  whole  case, 
jind  expressed  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  memorialists  in 
favx)r  of  the  course  pursued  by  tlie  administration.  Mr.  P.  made 
a  number  of  statements  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
memorial  presented  by  his  collea^'ue  had  been  got  up,  and  sig- 
natures to  It  obtained.  He  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Biir- 
ges,  as  to  Ihe  political  opinions  of  Messrs.  Ives  and  Bullock, 
iooeof  whom  was  his  own  correspondent,  the  other  a  family 
connection,  and  both  of  whom  were  opposed  to  Mr.  B's  elect- 
tion.  One  of  them  though  a  signer  of  tliat  memorial  had,  as  a 
<lirector  of  tlie  Providence  hank,  applied  for  a  share  of  the  de- 
posites, and  the  other  was  laigely  interested  in  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Bjtrges  rejoined,  and  Mr.  Pearce  again  replied.  As  these 
jipeechcs  r(;lated  chiefly  to  matters  of  a  local  and  personal  kind, 
we  omit,  (fpr  the  prescn,t  at  Jca- 1),  any  /urthcr  report  of  what 
phased,. 


Mr.  Foot  presented  a  resolution,  passed  unanimously  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Connecticut  river  banking  company, 
and  also  a  petition  signed  by  merchants,  mechanics  and  manu- 
facturers, of  the  city  of  Hartford,  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
rierangenicnt  of  all  commercial  business,  and  of  the  currency, 
which  has  caused  such  general  and  deep  distress  in  the  country. 
Mr.  Foot  stated  the  petition  was  signed  by  more;  than  300  in- 
telligent, active,  business  men,  engaged  in  the  several  occupa- 
tions which  are  deeply  affected  by  every  derangement  of  the 
currency  of  Iha  country,  and  every  fluctuation  in  the  market — 
men  of  experience  and  observation,  not  mere  theorists.  Men 
who  knew  their  interest,  and  are  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pur- 
suit of  those  interests;  who  feel  their  distress  and  believe  it  to 
have  been  brought  upon  them  by  the  acts  of  their  public  agents, 
and  who  in  the  exercise  of  their  right,  secured  by  the  consitu- 
tion,  had  petitioned  congress  for  the  redress  of  their  grievance.*. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  men)orial  of  a  large  meeting  of 
democratic  republicans,  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  approving  the 
coiirse  of  the  administration  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  praying  that  they  may  not  be  restored. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  N.  Y.  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  contrary  te- 
nor, adopted  at  a  numerous  meeting  held  in  the  Park,  in  the 
city  of  New  York — read  and  referred. 

Mr.  King,  of  Penn.  presented  two  memorials  one  for  and  the 
other  against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  read  and  reterred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Harper,  of  Penn.  presented  the  memorials  of  the  cord- 
wainers  and  ishoe  dealers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  for  a  recharter  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  signers  he  said  were  abont  equally 
divided  between  the  friends  and  opponents  of  the  administra- 
tion; but  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  memorial  there  existed 
no  diflerence  of  opinion  among  them.  They  had  from  2, ,500  to 
3,000  hands  in  their  employ  whom  they  had  not  yet  discharged, 
having  borrowed  money  at  an  extravagant  interest  rather  thajj 
do  so,  but  they  could  not  much  longer  endure  the  existing  pres- 
sure, and,  however  reluctant,  would  be  compelled  to  dismiss 
these  persons  from  their  employ.  The  sufferings  of  the  memo- 
rialists were  unparalleled,  and  were  rendered  the  more  afflict- 
ing as  having  proceeded  fronj  the  act  of  their  own  government. 
They  demanded  a  redress  of  their  grievances,  and  he  hoped 
that  their  appeal  would  not  fall  upon  ears  that  would  not 
hear,  or  hearts  thst  could  not  feel.  If  the  presentsystem  should 
be  persevered  in,  it  must  lead  to  a  scene  of  distress,  and  he 
would  add,  of  confusion,  which  had  no  parallel.  These  work- 
men must  all  be  turned  out  of  employ.  Their  wives  and  chil- 
dren would  cry  to  them  for  bread,  and  every  man,  mast  know 
tliat  persons  in  such  a  situation  has  no  ears  to  which  reason 
could  be  addressed.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  house  to  anticipate 
such  a  state  of  things,  and  to  take  measures  to  prevent  it. 

The  efi'ects  must  ultimately  reach  every  village  and  hamlet, 
and  go  down  to  every  farm  house  and  cottage  in  the  land.  They 
fall  with  oppressive  force  upon  the  hard  working  portion  of  the 
community.  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  been  himself  a  working 
man.  He  knew  how  hard  it  was  for  such  men  to  rise.  He 
knew  well,  how  dear  their  earnings  were,  and  how  mortifying 
it  must  be  to  them  all,  sttipt  from  their  possession,  and  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  the  rich.  Yet,  the  present  course  of  the  govern- 
ment must  produce  that  effect,  as  naturally,  and  as  certainly,  as 
the  sun  gave  forth  its  light  or  heat.  The  memorialists  prayed 
that  the  deposites  might  be  restored,  and  the  bank  recharted. 
He  concurred  with  them  in  this  petition.  His  own  sentiments 
were,  indeed,  opposed  to  the  entire  system  of  banking.  Hw  be- 
lieved its  tendesicy  to  be  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  commu- 
nity. But,  if  the  country  must  have  a  systenj  of  banking,  was 
it  not  better  to  have  a  sound  currency,  redeemable  at  pleasure, 
in  gold  and  silver,  than  a  heap  of  rotten  paper,  based  on  a  capi- 
tal of  less  than  one  dollar  for  twenty. 

This  whole  measure  of  the  government  professed  to  be  an 
experiment;  and  he  deprecated  in  strong  terms,  that  policy 
which  put  the  entire  currency  of  the  country,  all  the  exhanges, 
the  whole  business,  the  total  prosperity  of  this  great  communi- 
ty, on  the  result  of  an  experiment.  Enlightened  statesmen  had 
ever  considered  it  as  the  acme  of  political  wisdom  to  preserve 
a  steady  and  uniform  currency,  whose  real  correspond  with  its 
apparent  value.  But  ours,  forsooth,  wiser  than  all  that  went 
before  them,  must  make  an  experiment  whose  sad  result  fell 
in  ruin  upon  the  worthy  and  laborious  of  the  community. 

Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  stagnation  of  business  in  Philadelphia. 
It  was  usual  at  this  season  to  have  contracts  for  the  building  of 
from  1,200  to  1,500  houses;*  but  he  was  credibly  .issurcd  that 
but  a  single  contract  was  yet  known  to  have  been  entered  into 
in  Philadelphia.  Why  would  not  gentlemen  look  at  Ihi.'?  state 
of  facts.'  Why  would  they  shut  their  ears,  and  refuse  to  listen 
in  time  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  people.' 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  people  came  to  the  doors  of 
congress  and  asked  relief.  He  hoped  they  would  not  ask  in 
vain. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  of  Pa.  presented  two  memorials  of  opposite 
characters,  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites,  which  were  refer- 
red as  above. 


"See  pa^e  434. 
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Mr.  Sutherland  presented  ceiUiin  resolutions  pa!=sod  by  wliat 
was  claimed  to  be  "a  glorious  and  triumphant  meeting"  of  tlie 
inliabitarits  oftSouthwark  and  Moyaniem-ing,  praying  for  the  res- 
toration of  ilie  deposltes.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  owed  it  to  llie 
house  and  to  himself  to  say  that  this  memorial  proceeded  from 
inhabitants  of  the  same  distiict  with  the  eleven  hundred  whose 
memorial  he  had  lately  presented  on  the  o))posiie  side  of  the 
question.  lie  moved  that  the  memorial  he  i)rinted  and  referred 
as  the  others  had  been. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  objected  to  the  printing.  He  said, 
that  if  lie  was  not  mistaken,  that  memorial  contained  language 
disrespectful  to  the  government,  and  improper  to  he  tolerated. 

Mr.  Sutherland  slated  that  the  paper  was  not  a  memorial,  but 
contained  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  referred  to. 

Mr.  Mann  continued.  Be  they  memorials,  or  be  they  resolu- 
tions, it  was  not  material,  so  long  as  tliey  contained  expres- 
sions derogatory  to  one  department  of  the  government.  Mr. 
M.  did  not  deny  the  right  of  petition,  but  he  did  deny  the  right 
of  any  persons  to  address  the  house  in  terms  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  the  government.  Some  of  the  expressions  con- 
tained ill  the  memorial  were  extremely  objectionable.  He 
could  not  remember  the  exact  expressions,  but  from  hearing 
it  read  at  the  clerk's  table,  he  believed  tiiat  the  memorialists 
declared  that  the  conduct  of  the  executive  in  removing  the  de- 
posites  was  tyrannical,  derogatory  and  exceptionable.  He  then 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  second  resolution,  and  it  was  read 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Sutherland  sH\d  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  of  the 
papers  which  had  been  presented  to  the  house  on  this  subject, 
if  nicely  weighed  in  golden  scales,  would  be  found  to  be  not 
altogether  correct;  but  these  resolutions  had  now  been  present- 
ed, and  he  should  be  very  sorry  if  they  were  not  printed.  He 
was,  it  was  true,  opposed  to  the  object  of  the  memorialists,  but 
they  had  a  right  to  be  heard,  and  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
would  not  object  to  the  memorial  being  published. 

The  chair  inquired  of  Mr.  Mann  wiiether  he  persevered  in  his 
objection  to  the  printing.'' 

Mr.  Mann  witiidrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  that  iie  could  point  out  the  words  to 
which  he  presumed  tlie  gentleman  objected. 

The  chair  reminded  Mr.  W.  th^t  the  objection  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  TFatmough  replied  he  was  sorry  it  had  been  withdrawn. 
He  had  been  in  hopes  the  gentleman  would  have  held  on  to  the 
Oibjectiott,  and  would  have  called  upon  his  friends  to  rally — 

Here  the  chair  called  Mr.  TVatmough  to  order.  The  objec- 
tion wfis  withdrawn,  and  the  question  was  on  printing. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  be  wanted  to  point  out  the  words  that 
gentleman  had  objected  to  as  being  offensive  to  the  govern- 
in  ent. 

The  chair  called  Mr.  W.  to  order. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  he  wanted  to  know  what  the  gentleman 
■meant  by  "the  government." 

The  chair  ordered  Mr.  W.  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr^  Watmough  said  he  wanted  to  know  how  tliitt  gentleman 
daretf  to  insult  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  representatives — 

The  chair  again  called  Mr.  W.  to  order,  and  directed  him  to 
«it  down. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  that  he  did  not  complain  of  a  personal 
offence,  but  he  did  feel,  and  feel  deeply,  that  the  gentleman 
had  insulted  the  dignity  of  the  house,  and  had  grossly  insulted 
a  body  of  memorialists  whom  Mr.  W.  knew  to  be  as  upright, 
honest  and  honorable  men  as  the  country  contained.  This  was 
the  point  things  had  come  to  at  last.  He  had  long  been  expect- 
ing it;  and  if  a  better  opportunity  was  to  occur  for  discussing 
the  subject,  he  did  not  know  when.  He  thought  this  was  as 
good  a  time  as  any — 

The  chair — you  cannot  discuss  it  now. 

Mr.  Watmough — I  will  now  read  the  words  that  the  gentle- 
man could  not  recollect.  I  will  supply  him  with  the  words 
which  he  considers  so  disrespectful  to  "the  government." 

[Mr.  W.  here  read  some  passages  from  the  first  resolution.] 

Mr.  Mann  said  he  had  no  intention,  in  the  remarks  lie  had 
made,  to  disturb  the  nerves  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia. As  a  young  member  it  could  hardly  be  supposed  that  he 
had  intended  to  insult  the  dignity  of  the  house,  and  still  less 
that  of  the  gentleman.  He  hoped  that  for  tfte  future  that  gen- 
tleman would  take  very  little  trouble,  if  any,  on  his  account. 
The  gentlemen  was  certainly  very  right  in  selecting  the  expres- 
sions referred  to.  Mr.  M.  did  think  that  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  use  the  term  '^ vindictive^'  in  reference  to  operations  of 
the  government. 

The  gentleman  had  been  anxious  to  know  what  he  meant  by 
"the  government.^'  By  the  government  he  meant  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Mr.  Lane  said,  that  he  should  like  some  explanation  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  chair  pronounced  it  out  of  order,  and  put  the  question 
on  printing,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Sutherland  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Ger- 
mantown  and  Bristol,  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  cordwalners  and  boot 
and  shoe  dealers,  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  in  Independence 
Hall. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  presented  this  memorial  by  way  of  answer  to 
that  offered  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hardier,  and  stated  tliat  the 


stagnation  of  business  proceeded  from  the  protracted  debate  and 
the  inflammatory  speeches  in  congress.    Theru  was  u  sort  of 
military  process  going  on. 
The  chair  pronounced  Mr.  S.  out  of  order. 
Mr.  S.  defended  himself,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Harper. 
Mr.  Heath  presented  the  memorial  of  a  meeting  of  citizen*  of 
Baltimore,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  in  support  of  the  views  of  the  memorialists. 
Fie  said  he  was  regarded  as  a  friend  of  the  administration,  and 
he  came  here  to  act  independently.  He  declared  tlvit  no  man 
in  this  nation  had  been  a  more  pure,  sincere  and  disintert^sttd 
friend  of  general  Jackson  than  himself,  and  that  he  had  uniform- 
ly supported  his  measures;  but  he  was  astonished  at  the  indica- 
tions of  subserviency  wliteh  he  saw  around  him.  He  could  put 
on  no  collar,  for  he  was  no  man's  man;  but  it  was  his  delibe- 
rate opinion,  that  the  executive  had  such  an  influence  that 
members  would  vote,  not  so  much  as  they  thought,  but  as  the 
executive  wished.  He  would  put  the  question  whether — if  the 
president  were  to  send  here  a  message  asking  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  his  friends  would  not  cheerfully  and  joyfully  vote 
for  their  restoration.''  Would  they  not  say  "yes" — "it  is  rigliL-"' 
Indeed  they  would:  ail  would:  all  true  friends  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son would  leap  with  joy,  if  he  would  let  go  the  jjurse  and  again 
surrender  the  treasury  to  congress!  [Here  the  «j)eafcer  called 
Mr.  Heath  to  order,  remarking  "that  it  was  out  of  order  to  re- 
flect on  the  house."]  Mr.  Heath  replied  "he  was  a  new  mem- 
ber in  a  legislntive  body,  and  did  not  exactly  know  what  was  in 
order,  but  he  thought  that  truth  ouaht  always  to  be  in  order." 

The  speaker  presented  the  resolutions  of  eight  hundred  citi^ 
zens  of  Richmond,  Vircinia,  ici  favor  of  the  restoration  of  tha 
public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Patton  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolutions,  and  al'ter 
they  were  read,  Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state,  after 
having,  in  courtesy  to  the  memorialir-ts,  asked  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolutions,  that  he  dissented  almost  wholly  from  the 
views  expressed  in  the  memorial.  At  an«tlier  time  he  hoped 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  his  views  fully  before  the  hoiijee 
on  this  jtnlijpct.  He  only  wished  now  to  say  that  he  dissented 
from  the  opinion  that  the  president  had  exercised  an  unconsti- 
tutional authority.  He  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  mea- 
sure of  the  president  was  unwise  and  ill-timed,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  believed  that  he  had  acted  honestly,  and  that  he  had 
done  that  which  he  had  a  right  to  do,  and  which  it  was,  more- 
over, his  constitutional  duty  to  do.  In  regard  to  the  policy  of 
restoring  the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  he  also 
dissented  wholly  from  the  memorialists.  Thequpstion  whether 
the  bank  should  be  rechartered,  was  in  his  opinion  inseparably 
connected  with  the  question  whether  the  deposites  should  be 
restored.  What  good  were  we  to  do  by  restoring  the  deposites, 
without  accompanying  it  with  an  assurance  that  the  bank  should 
be  rechartered.  The  dismay  and  distress  would,  in  a  few 
months,  return  upon  us  with  aggravated  .'-everiiy,  «nless  the 
bank  felt  assured  that  its  charter  would  be  renewed.  He  saw 
no  reason,  for  his  own  part,  to  believe  that  the  bank  would  be 
rechartered.  He  believed  tliat  if  the  question,  whether  the 
bank  should  be  rechartered,  or  a  hank  should  he  chartered, 
were  now  put  to  this  house,  there  would  be  a  majority  of  this 
body  against  it.  If  the  bank  was  certainly  to  be  rechartered,  he 
would,  without  hesitation,  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites. 

On  Mr.  Patton's  motion,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Graham  presented  the  resolutions  adopted  by  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  Bertie  county,  North  Carolina,  praying  the  resto- 
ration of  the  public  deposites,  and  r(*presenting  that  the  resolu- 
tions "were  sustained  with  considerable  ability  by  the  hon. 
Samuel  P.  Carson,  and  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice." 
Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pinckney  presented  the  resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Charleston,  3.  C.  praying  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites.     Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TompJdns  presented  the  following  resolutions  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  slate  of  Kentucky,  viz: 

House  of  representatives,  Feb.  4th,  1834. 
Resolved,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  That  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  by  causing  to  be  withdrawn  the  piihlic 
money  from  the  place  of  safe  deposite,  where  it  hnd  been  made 
by  law,  and  placing  it  in  the  local  banks,  under  his  control,  of 
the  solvency  of  which  the  people  at  large  know  nothing,  and 
into  who«e  affairs  their  representatives  have  no  right  to  exa- 
mine, has  violated  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  States, 
that  he  has  assumed  a  responsibility  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
which  tends  to  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  tin;  hands  of 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That,  by  the  frequent  exercise  of  the  veto  power, 
and  that  still  n)ore  arbitrary  and  dangerous  one  of  withholding 
bills  passed  by  both  houses  of  congress,  thereby  preventing  the 
opportunity  of  a  reconsideration  by  that  body  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  the'constitution  .  the  president  has,  to  a  great  extent, 
crippled  and  paralyzed  the  legislative  department  of  our  govern- 
ment, and,  in  some  instances,  has  prevented  the  exercise  by 
congress  of  their  essential  constitutional  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  transmit  to  each  of  oDr 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions.  _^    ^    „    „    „ 

Extract.    Attest:  R.  S.  TODD,  C.  H.  R. 
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Mr.  J/yon,  of  Ky.  presented  the  memorial  of  thirty- three  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky  disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites: 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Ky.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  three  indivi- 
duals, who  professed  to  have  discovered  the  means  of  endless  life 
in  this  world.  Tliey  pray  for  a  grant  of  land.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Sutherland  presented  a  memorial  of  officers  of  the  army, 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  for  grants  of  bounty 
lands. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  styling  themselves  "a  portion  of  the  laboring 
classes"  of  that  city,  against  banking  institutions  and  paper  mo- 
ney. 

Mr.  Selden  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  wrought  iron  hinge 
manufacturers  and  smiths  of  New  York,  praying  a  specific  duly 
of  three  cents  per  pound  may  be  levied  on  all  wrought  iron, 
house  or  shutter  hinges  of  tlie  weight  of  one  pound  or  over. 

Mr.  King,  of  Pa.  presented  four  memorials,  three  in  favor  and 
one  opposed  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank  and  to  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Selden  presented  a  petition  of  tlie  corporation  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  below 
Albany. 

Mr.  Carr,  presented  a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Indiana,  praying  certain  improvement  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Ohio. 

Various  other  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented,  which 
will  be  hereafter  noticed.     The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  18.  Mr.  Gorham,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
anc|„nieans,  presented  a  report  of  liie  minority  of  that  commit- 
tee on  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municating the  refusal  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
bank  to  surrender  the  pension  fund  and  books;  which,  on  his 
motion  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GorAam  moved  for  the  printing  of  6,000  extra  copies — 
which  motion  lies  one  day  by  rule. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  following; 
which  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  house  a  statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  dis- 
allowance by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  of  a  pay- 
ment made  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  referred  to  in  the  let- 
ter from  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  and  copies  of  all 
the  correspondence  between  the  war  and  treasury  departments 
and  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  relating  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Gilmer,  calling  for  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  Owens,  in  Alabama,  coming  up — 

Mr.  Clay,  who  had  opposed  this  resolution  when  it  had  been 
last  up,  but  for  reasons,  which  he  assigned,  withdrew  his  oppo- 
jsition. 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hardin  asked  Mr.  B.  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but  he  re- 
fused. 

The  house  refused  to  put  the  previous  question  by  a  vote  of 
ayes  98,  noes  104. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  addressed  the  house  in  an  animated  speech. 
He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Mardis  and  Wilde. 

After  they  had  concluded,  the  resolution  was  adopted  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice.    The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

'■^Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  house  all  correspondence  which  he  may  have 
had,  or  other  information  in  his  possession,  in  relation  to  the 
death  of  Hardeman  Owens,  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  who  was 
lately  put  to  death  by  a  party  of  regular  soldiers;  whether  said 
Owens  was  put  to  death  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  war 
department,  or  any  officer  of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  also 
communicate  to  this  house  any  correspondence  vvhicli  he  may 
have  bad,  or  other  information  in  his  possession,  in  relation  to 
any  obstructions  thrown  in  tlie  way  ofthe  execution  of  the  pro- 
cess of  the  courts  of  Alabama,  issued  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing to  trial  those  by  whom  said  Owens  was  killed,  and  any  cor- 
respondence in  relation  to  the  removal  of  suid  prosecutions  to 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States." 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  of 
Tennessee,  to  commit  the  report  of  the  secretary,  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  ofthe  United 
States,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  together  with  the 
following  instructions,  moved  by  Mr.  McDuffie,  of  Soutii  Caro- 
lina: 

"To  report  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the  piiblic  reve- 
nue, hereafter  collected,  be  deposited  in  the  bank  ofthe  United 
States,  in  conformity  with  the  public  faith  pledged  in  the  char- 
ter of  said  bank." 

And  the  following  instructions,  moved  by  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Georgia: 

"To  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  depositing  the  revenue, 
hereafter  collected,  in  all  the  state  banks  in  the  diflerent  states 
where  the  same  is  collected,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
capital  paid  in,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  vvhicii  the  same 
shall  be  deposited;  and  to  rctport  by  bill  or  otlierwise." 

Mr.  Muhlenbnr^,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  some  preliminary  re- 
marks on  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  the  delcitc,  mi  the 
subject  ofthe  deposites,  on  a  question  in  its  natnr*;  nicriiv  pre- 
liminary, moved  the  previous  question. 


Mr.  Chilton  moved  a  call  ofthe  house. 

Mr.  Wilde  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  Mr.  Muhlenhurg  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  but  he  refused. 

Mr.  Purges  made  an  appeal  to  the  same  effect,  but  Mr.  M. 
still  refused. 

The  speaker  then  decided  Mr.  Chilton's  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  house  not  to  be  in  order,  until  the  chair  shouid  have  first 
decided  whether  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed by  a  majority  ofthe  house. 

Mr.  McDuffie  requested  the  chair  to  sJate  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  previous  question,  and  what  the  uiaiu  qoe«tioB 
would  be. 

The  chair  slated,  in  reply,  that  the  previous  question,  if  se- 
conded by  the  house,  would  cut  off  the  instructions  moved  by 
the  gentleman  himself,  (Mr.  McDnffie),  with  the  amendineivt 
thereto  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Jones), 
and  the  main  question  would  be  on  a  simple  reference  of  the 
letter  ofthe  secretary  ofthe  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  remov- 
al ofthe  deposites,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Chilton  now  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  on  his  motion  for  a  call  of  the  house,  which  was  debated 
at  large  for  two  hours,  and  resulted  in  the  affirmance  of  the 
speaker's  decision,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  Yeas  115, 
nays  IIQ. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  seconding  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  (which  requires  a  majority,)  and  the  vole 
stood— ayes  115,  noes  109.  So  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded. 

Mr.  Chilton  now  moved  a  call  of  the  house;  but  the  motioa 
was  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  main  qnestion. 

Mr.  Btirges  now  moved  an  adjournment,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  laken,  and  vesulled  as  follows:  Yeas  84, 
nays  142. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  previous  question  was  then  pl^t,  as  follows:  '^Shall  the 
main  question  he  now  ■put!'' 

Mr.  Chilton  renewed  bis  motion  for  a  call  of  the  house,  bol 
the  chair  pronounced  it  out  of  order. 

'J'he  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Jno.  BeII,Jas.  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Caif- 
miehael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Saml.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Cor*- 
nor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester, 
Fowler,  VV.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillett,  Jos.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hali, 
Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hath- 
away, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel 
Hunlington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M. Johnson,  Noadiah  Johri- 
son,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence, Luke  Lea,  Lea vitt,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Lytle,  A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty, 
Mclntire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Mil- 
ler, Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitehell,"Muhlenburg,  Murphy.  Os- 
good, Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn, 
Chas.  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turner,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Van  Honten,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwel),  Wayne, 
Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P.  White— 116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  a.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C.  Allan, 
Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies, 
Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges, 
Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Chinn,  Choate,  Claiborne,  W.  Clark, 
Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darling- 
ton, W.  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson.  Duncan,  Evans,  E.  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  Ewing,  Fehler,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
Fuilon,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Har- 
per, Hazeltine,  Heath,  Hiester,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  King,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  Loyall, 
Martindale,  Marshall,  John  Y'.  Mason,  McComas,  McDuffie, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Plum- 
mer.  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  B.  Shepard, 
Augustus  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Watmoiich,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 112.* 

*The  National  Intelligencer  says: — The  depending  question 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  upon  the  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  Mr.  Taney's  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites,  has  at  length  been  taken.  Al- 
though so  long  debated,  and  not  finally  arrived  at  but  by  the  aid 
of  the  previous  question,  the  decision  decides  nothing  but  that 
the  house  is  tired  of  the  debate,  and  does  not  chuse  to  instruct 
tlie  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  report  a  bill  or  resolution, 
directing  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites,  befor«  they 
shall  have  made  a  report  upon  the  subject.  But  even  thus 
miii'h  has  been  gained  by  the  friends  ofthe  measure  of  removal, 
in  the  fullest  house  which  ever  snt  under  this  government,  by 
a  majority  of  four  votes  only.  Had  the  vacant  seats  been  full, 
it  is  very  probable  that  even  this  majority  would  have  beej) 
converted  info  a  minority- 

'r\\r.  debate  ran  only  he  considered  as  f:iispondf-d,  to  be  re- 
newed on  the  first  prupniiition  which  shall  briny  the  question 
again  before  the  house. 
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So  the  previous  question  was  carried  by  four  votes. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  on  referring  the  secretary's 
letter  on  the  deposites  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
%nd  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  Baylies,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark, 
Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Coulter,  Cram(;r,  Davenport,  Day,  Dick- 
erson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Ewing,  Forester,  Fowler,  VV.  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gilleti,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall,T.  H. 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hath- 
away, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel 
Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Jolinson,  Noadiaii  Johnson, 
"Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh, 
King,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea,  Lea- 
vitt.  Loyal,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lyile,  Abijah  Mann,  jr.  J.  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  Mclntyre, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  H. 
Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenburg,  Mnrpiiy,  Osgood,  Page, 
Parks,  Parker,  Patton,  Patterson,  D.J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley, 
SeJden,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speigiit,  Siandcfer,  Stod- 
^ert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  William  P.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P. 
White— 130. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
C  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
Bates,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Bur- 
gee, Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  Wm.  Clarke, 
Clayton,  Clowney,Corwin,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  War- 
ren R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis, 
Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
FeWer,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble, 
Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  jr.  Griffin,  Hiland 
Ifall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister, 
J.  VV.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  Martin- 
dale,  Marshall,  McComas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
Jigan,  Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  jr.  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
ler,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
inough,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 98. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house  to  offer  a  resolution  for  the  instruction  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means.    Refused. 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19.  After  other  business,  the  bill  to  render 
permanent  the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  army,  &c.  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  an  animated  debate  on  its  details  follow- 
ed. Messrs.  JoAjison  and  P'arice  sup[)orted,  and  Messrs.  Wilde 
and  McKay  opposed  the  bill,  and  several  others  took  part  in  the 
discussion.  The  bill  was  recommitted,  but  without  particular 
instructions. 

The  fortification  bill  next  came  up.  It  appropriates  $900,000 
to  different  works,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDuffie  and  others, 
on  the  ground  that  the  old  works  should  be  finished  bofore  new 
ones  were  begun,  &c.  Mr.  Polk  explained — and  he  and  others 
supported  the  bill.  The  house  adjourned  without  coming  to 
amy  decision. 

Thursday,  Feb.  20.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  after  some  ap- 
propriate remarks,  and  in  reference  to  the  interment  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  Mr.  Wirt,  proposed  tiiat  the  house  siiould 
adjourn,  that  the  members  might  attend  the  funeral  ceremony. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  S.  C.  inquired  if  the  house  had,  in  any  previous 
instance,  adjourned  on  account  of  the  death  of  any  individual 
not  a  mHmber  of  its  body? 

Mr.  Mason  said,  he  could  not  speak  as  to  any  such  precedent. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

— ».»©  ®  a 

EARLY  PAPER  MAKING  IN  AMERICA. 

We  have  been  permitted  by  a  friend,  to  copy  the  fol- 
lowing curious  account  of,  perhaps,  the  oldest  paper  mill 
huilt  in  America.  A  mill  however  wns  built  near  Phi- 
ladelphia, if  not  previously,  soon  after  that  which  is 
mentioned  below.  The  condition  of  being  required  to 
make  140  reams  of  brown  paper,  and  sixty  reams  of 
printing  ])aper  in  tiie  first  fifteen  months,  will  make  the 
people  of  the  present  generation  smile — many  mills  now 
making  more  paper  in  a  single  day. 

COMMONWEALTH    OV   MASSACHtJSETTS. 

In  the  secretary's  office  ke])t  in  the  state  house  in  Bos- 
ton, in  the  court  record  for  1730,  page  154,  is  recorded 
an  act  for  the  encoui-agement  of  erecting  the  first  paper 
mills,  built  iu  New  England,  passed  Sept  1.3,  1728, 
granting  a  patent  unto  Daniel  Henchman,  Gillam  Phil- 
lips, Benjareiin  Faneuil,  Thomas  Hancock  and  Henry 
Dering,  for  the  sole  manufacturing  of  paper  for  ten 
years,  on  the  following  conditions,  viz: 

In  the  fi-rst  fifteen  months  to  make  one  hundred  and 
forty  reams  brown  paj)er,  and  sixty  reams  of  printing 


The  second  year  to  make  fifty  reams  of  writing  ditto 
in  addition  to  the  first  mentioned  tjuantity. 

The  third  year  and  afterwards  yearly,  to  make  twen- 
ty-five reams  of  a  superior  quality  of  writing  paper,  in 
addition  to  the  former  mentioned,  that  the  total  annual 
produce  of  the  various  qualities  not  to  be  less  than  500 
reams  a  year. 

The  act  passed  both  houses,  and  signed  by 

WILLIAM  BURNETT,  ^ovenior. 

The  aforementioned  proprietors  erected  a  small  paper 
mill  in  Milton,  (now  county  of  Norfolk)  on  a  site  adjoin- 
ing Ncponsit  river,  ne:ir  the  lower  bridge  usually  called, 
where  the  salt  water  flows  and  stops  it,  six  hours  every 
twent3'-four.  What  number  of  years  the  original  pro- 
pi'ietors  carried  it  on,  is  now  not  known.  Tiieir  master 
workman's  name  was  Henry  Woodman,  an  Englisiiman; 
he  married  in  Milton,  and  left  children,  two  daughters; 
Abigail  and  Rebekah,  in  early  part  of  life  [1]  have  often 
seen.  The  paper  mill  having  been  stojit  for  some  time, 
was  eventually  sold  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  who,  for 
want  of  workmen,  was  prevented  making  any  use  of  it. 
In  1760,  the  business  was  again  revived  by  James  Boies, 
of  Boston,  having  procured  a  paper  maker  from  a  Bri- 
tish regiment  then  stationed  in  Boston,  by  the  name  of 
Hazelton,  who  obtained  a  furlough  long  enough  to  set 
the  mill  to  work,  there  being  an  American  paper  maker, 
Abijah  Smith,  who  assisted  him,  then  living  in  Milton, 
a  decent  workman,  who  continued  at  the  business  until 
an  advanced  age.  On  the  regiment  which  Hazelton  be- 
longed to  being  ordered  to  Quebec,  the  commander-in- 
chief  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  behind,  and  on  the 
plains  of  Abraham,  when  the  brave  Wolf  fell,  he  receiv- 
ed a  mortal  wound,  and  died  in  a  few  weeks  after;  thus 
a  short  interval  took  place  ere  a  Mr.  Richard  Clarke,  an 
Englishman,  arrived  from  New  York,  and  again  set  the 
mill  at  work.  He  was  undoubtedly  the  best  acquainted 
with  the  paper  making  business  of  any  European  that 
ever  made  his  appearance  here,  taking  the  whole  toge- 
ther; [and]  he  made  the  most  of  the  moulds  he  had  occa- 
sion for:  some  few  years  after  he'd  a  son,  George  Clarke, 
aged  about  19  or  20  years,  [who]  came  over,  and  was 
also  a  likely  man  and  good  workman. 

Thus  sir,  I've  endeavored  to  give  you  a  general  ac- 
count of  the  commencement  of  our  business,  which  I 
wish  may  afford  you  some  satisfaction.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  paper  miill  first  built  in  Milton,  was  pre- 
vious to  any  this  side  Philadelphia,  if  not  the  first  in 
America;  but  that's  a  circumstance,  [I]  presume  you  could 
easily  ascertain  by  your  connexion  in  that  quarter.  Any 
thing  further  you  may  wish  to  know  respecting  the  ori- 
gin, and  in  my  power,  you  may  freely  command,  from 
Your  humble  servant,         JOHN  BOIES. 

Capt.  Amasa  Fuller,  JMilton. 

— — ►»©  ©  ©<«— 
BANKS— THE  CURRENCY,  &c.   &c. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  monopolies  and  monopolists.  It 
is  a  little  remarkable,  however,  that  those  who  speak  the  most 
against  these  are  most  disposed  to  encourage  some  of  them. 
Thus  we  learn  that  one  of  the  deposite  banks  at  Boston,  the 
Commonwealth  bank,  is  chiefly  owned  by,  or  under  the  imme- 
ditde  direction  of  the  collector  of  that  port,  and  his  family,  with 
a  \'iiw  other  holders  of  office  under  the  Umlcd  States;  and 
we  have  seen  it  staled  that  not  one  share  belongs  to  a  political 
opponent. 

Then  there  is  the  deposite  bank  at  New  York,  the  Manhat- 
tan, incorporated  under  tiie  pretence  of  supplying  the  city  with 
wholesome  water,  but  rendered  into  a  banking  institution;  and, 
foreign  stockholders  being  allowed  to  vote,  the  direction  of  this 
bank,  we  are  told,  is  really  in  the  hands  of  a  British  nobleman, 
the  marquis  of  Caermatlien.  But  it  is  urged  as  an  offence 
against  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  that  foreigners  hold  stock 
in  that  inslimtion,  though  without  the  right  of  voting. 

We  niisjhl  mention  several  other  banks  which  are  like  con- 
ditioned in  being  really  under  tlie  command  of  a  single  man 
and  most  of  tliem  are  subject  to  the  influence  of  five  or  six 
persons.  It  is  not  pretended  that,  on  this  account,  they  are  the 
worse  managed;  but  it  is  tiie  nature  of  all  such  establishments  to 
run  into  ''monopolies,"  and,  perhaps,  it  is  best  that  they  should, 
to  preserve  .^/carfincss  in  their  proceeds,  and  to  prevent  embar- 
rassments, bntii  to  the  banks  and  the  people;  for  not  many  per- 
sons have  a  "saving"  knowledge  of  the  currency. 

R(>soiutions  have  passed  the  liotif-e  of  represenfntives  of  Ken- 
tucky,  r)3  ti)4  1,  coiid<mnin>f  the  removal  of  tiie  public  deposites 
from  tlie  bank  nfihe  United  States,  and  instructing  the  senators 
.nnd  rcprescMiiatives  of  that  state,  in  congress,  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  icstore  the  public  moneys  to  their  lawful  depository. 
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A  bill  to  establish  a  state  bank,  which  had  for  some  time 
been  depending  in  tlie  legislature  of  the  state  of  Oliio,  has  been 
finally  rejected. 

The  Philadelphia  papers  say  that  the  Salem  banking  company 
is  to  he  reinstated  and  go  on  with  its  operations. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Girard  (deposiie)  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia are  called  to  meet  on  the  17th  proximo,  in  relation  to  the 
government  dcpojiies;  and  the  stockholders  of  the  Western 
banK,  of  Pliiladelpliia,  (which  bank  refused  to  join  the  other 
banks  of  that  city  as  u>  a  restoration  of  the  depot^ites),  are  call- 
ed by  the  directors,  to  leave  their  names,  with  an  expression  of 
their  opinions  on  that  subject. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says — We  have  been 
able  to  collect  from  various  scraps  published  in  the  papers  which 
have  access  to  the  returns  of  the  United  Stales  bank,  that  on 
the  1st  February  the  aggregate  of  its 

Loans  was  ^54,842,973 

Government  deposiles 3,070,561 

Total  of  de[»03ites 9,781,873 

January  1st,  the  same  items  stood  as  follows — 

Loans ^54,911,461 

Government  deposiles 4,230,509 

Toul  deposiles 10,965,375 

The  same  paper  states  that  large  arrivals  of  specie  were  ex- 
pected from  France,  and  that  many  of  the  stocks  had  risen  con- 
siderably, within  a  short  period.  It  may  be  that  the  "money 
market"  is  getting  easier  by  the  great  reductions  of  all  sorts  cif 
business;  but  this  will  only  change  the  classes  of  persons  op- 
pressed for  the  want  of  money.  For  instance,  another  New 
York  paper  observes — We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  subscrip- 
tion to  buy  bread  for  those  who  are  willing,  but  unable  to  pro- 
cure work  about  our  slips,  &c.  goes  on  well.  Upwards  of  800 
loaves  have  been  distributed,  which  number  will  sustain  as 
many  men  24  hours. 

Jl  is  denied  that  "there  is  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
government  to  refuse  to  receive  in  payment  of  duties,  &c.  the 
orders  of  branches  on  the  mother  bank." 

THE    PRESSURE. 

The  New  York  city  papers  say  that  the  bills  of  the  safety  fund 
hanks  are  at  2|^  per  cent,  discount.  This  depreciated  value  is 
rather  on  account  of  the  instant  and  severe  demand  for  money, 
than  in  a  distrust  of  the  ability  of  these  banks:  but  at  Cincinna- 
ti, (as  a  private  letter  says),  the  bills  of  the  Ohio  banks,  in  ge- 
neral, not  depositable  in  that  city,  are  at  from  4  to  5  per  cent, 
discount,  and  we  regret  to  learn  that  several  banks  in  that  state 
were  much  embarrassed.  These  institutions,  in  Ohio,  it  has 
oftentimes  been  mentioned  to  us,  were  latterly  managed  with 
much  circumspection. 

Mr.  Harper,  one  of  the  representatives  in  congress  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  19th  inst.  addressed  a  note  to  the  editors  of  the 
^'National  Intelligetjcer,"  saying — "In  the  remarks  which  I 
made  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Monday  last,  at  the 
time  1  presented  the  'memorial  of  the  boot  and  shoemakers,  and 
shoe  dealers,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,' as  publish- 
ed in  your  paper  of  this  morning,  I  am  made  to  say,  that  'it  was 
usual  at  this  season,  to  have  contracts  for  the  building  of  from 
1,200  to  1,500  houses,' &c.  This  is  an  error  of  the  reporter. 
What  [  did  say  was,  that  it  was  usual  to  build  from  1,200  to 
1,500  houses  in  the  course  of  the  year,  in  Philadelphia.  That 
this  was  the  season  at  which  many  of  the  contracts  were  enter- 
ed into;  and  from  information  derived  about  ten  days  ago,  from 
a  person  engaged  in  building,  he  stated  that  he  knew  of  but  a 
single  contract  now  made  for  the  approaching  season." 

Up  to  the  10th  inst.  on  the  authority  of  the  "Atlas,"  there  had 
been  forty-five  commercial  failures  in  the  rich  city  of  Boston — 
and  many  more  in  the  neighboring  commercial  and  navigating 
towns. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  see  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
newspapers,  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  Messrs.  S.  &.  M.  Al- 
len— 

Messrs.  S.  &  M.  Allen,  of  New  York,  have  resumed  pay- 
ments, and  are  again  proceeding  in  their  business.  A  card, 
signed  by  Robert  Lenox,  Isaac  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Corne- 
iius  Heyer,  John  Adams  and  James  G.  King,  of  New  York, 
certifies  that  the  statements  and  accountsof  Messrs.  Allen,  after 
full  allowances  for  losses  on  Pennsylvania  and  other  stocks, 
show  them  to  be  possessed  of  nett  available  assets,  beyond  their 
total  liabilities,  of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

And  tlie  "New  York  Commercial  Advertiser"  says — 

"It  affords  us  very  great  satisfaction  to  announce  that  our 
friends,  Messrs.  S.  &  M.  Allen,  have  resumed  their  payments, 
and  are  now  proceeding  in  their  business.  They  have  been 
enabled  to  do  this  by  the  liberal  and  timely  assistance  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — to  the  conduct  of  which  institution, 
from  long  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  it,  we  are  authoris- 
ed to  say,  they  bear  the  warmest  testimony  of  their  approba- 
tion. They  also  desire  to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  bank, 
for  its  effectual  assistance  in  the  present  emergency." 

A  statement  of  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Knower  has  been  published, 
and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  it  shews,  as  we  expected,  a  large 
surplus  of  means  to  meet  all  his  obligations,  in  ordinary  times. 
His  whole  liabilities  are  given  at  560,000  dollars,  and  his  means 
at  960,000. 

It  is  said  of  several  offices  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
that  they  have  remonstrated  against  the  direction  of  the  parent 


batik  to  reduce  their  discounts:  but  if  the  bank  shall  draw  in  a 
millio!!  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  (1,250,000)  monfWt/,  its  debts 
will  not  be  more  than  collected  in  the  whole  period  allowed  by 
its  charier  to  do  business— the  period  being  in  1838,  or  two  years 
alter  the  limits  of  the  charter  to  do  new  business,  as  a  bank. 

Merchandise,  of  every  description,  we  believe,  is  of  very  dull 
sale,  though  offered  at  much  reduced  prices.  The  products  of 
the  farmers  have  fallen  much  in  value. 

The  Lowell  (Mass.)  Journal  has  the  following  paragraph: 
"We  learn  with  regret,  almost  approaching  to  horror,  that 
many  of  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  factories  in  this 
town,  are  upon  the  point  of  deciding  to  stop  the  mills.  The 
effect  upon  ihousands  of  our  people  will  be  indescribable.  La- 
borers of  every  class,  and  artisans  of  every  trade  must  go,  they 
know  not  whither,  to  seek  in  vain  for  subsistence,  and  all  the 
inhabitants  who  depend  upon  them  again  for  support  will  be 
left  destitute  of  means  to  obtain  their  daily  bread.  Others  of 
the  stockholders,  and  especially  the  agents  and  superintendents, 
are  desirous  of  preventins  this  annihilation  of  the  laboring  in- 
terests, by  reducing  the  rates  of  wages  so  low,  that  they  would 
feel  justified  in  continuing  to  manufacture  for  the  preseiit, 
though  no  doubt  can  exist,  for  a  moment,  that  it  would  be  safer 
and  belter  for  them  on  many  accounts,  to  stop  at  once.  Com- 
mon humanity  will  pray,  that  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
may  be  favorable  to  the  poor." 

The  "New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says — A  manufactur- 
er from  Hartford  has  just  informed  ns  that  several  houses  in  that 
city  and  vicinity  had  discharged  from  one-half  to  two-thirds  of 
their  workmen — and  that  he  has  daily  applications  from  men 
who  have  been  obtaining  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  sayiii]?, 
"will  you  not  give  me  employment  at  fifty  cents  a  day.?  I  have 
sustained  my  family  a  week  on  one  dollar,  and  I  need  it  to  buy 
bread." 

The  commission  merchants  of  this  city  are  now  refusing  to 
give  their  acceptances  on  property  put  into  their  hands,  and  the 
moment  this  becotnes  general,  nine-tenths  of  the  manufacturers 
must  stop. 

Letters  are  published  from  the  interior  of  New  York  saying 
the  banks  were  generally  stopping  their  discounts,  except  the 
office  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Utica. 

The  new  member  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
King,  of  Georgia,  made  the  following  admissions  in  his  late 
speech  in  that  body: 

He  said — "The  measures  of  the  administration  have,  for  the 
present,  cut  off,  or  choked  up,  many  of  the  sources  from  which 
the  wants  of  the  rrierchants  have  been  too  liberally  supplied. 
There  is  a  panic  in  the  community,  which,  for  the  present,  de- 
stroys all  confidence  in  our  domestic  trade  and  exchanges.' 
The  fixed  properly,  and  all  property  for  domestic  use  and  con- 
sumption, have  depreciated,  ptrtly  as  an  incident  to  a  fallen 
market  upon  exports;  but  largely  owing  to  the  shock  upon  our 
monetary  system.  Again,  a  large  curtailment  in  the  usual  means 
of  supply,  may  be  found  in  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of 
the  amount  of  the  government  deposiles.  These  may  be  con- 
sidered as  taken  from  circulation,  and  withdrawn  from  the  uses 
to  which  they  have  heretofore  been  appropriated.  The  bank  of 
the  United  States  cannot  discount  upon  them,  because  it  has 
them  not  to  discount  upon.  The  state  banks  cannot,  or  will 
not  discount  upon  them,  because,  whilst  the  debate  on  the  re- 
moval continues,  the  deposiles  do  not  constitute  a  fund  upon 
which  they  can  safely  rely.  This  state  of  things,  sir,  must  con- 
tinue to  a  certain  extent,  at  least,  until  this  uncertainly  ceases, 
and  some  measure  decided  on,  to  give  stability  to  our  monetary 
system,  and  restore  confidence  in  the  domestic  trade  of  the 
country." 

DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  WIRT. 
From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Feb.  19. 

Died,  about  meridian,  yesterday,  in  this  city,  William  Wirt, 
esq.  aged  about  62  years. 

In  him  his  family  have  lost  all  that  can  be  lost,  in  one  among 
the  most  lender,  devoted,  and  enlightened  of  husbands  and 
fathers. 

Of  all  who  witnessed  the  strong  and  heart  endeared  lies 
which  this  event  has  sundered,  there  lives  not  one  but  must 
sympathise,  from  his  inmost  soul,  with  the  amiable  and  exem- 
plary wife,  who  at  once  imparted  and  partook  the  purest  and 
highest  enjoyments  of  conjugal  union,  and  who  is  now  to  see  a 
premature  grave  open  to  receive  the  mortal  remains  of  him 
who  was  the  source  and  the  object  of  the  hallowed  affections 
by  which  that  union  was  cemented  and  embellished — with 
children,  to  whom  the  hand  is  now  cold  and  motionless,  which 
but  yesterday  led  them,  with  paternal  solicitude  and  unerring 
aim,  through  the  paths  of  human  science,  in  all  the  intricacies 
of  which  the  exercises  of  studious  youth,  and  the  sustained  ap- 
plication of  mature  years,  had  instructed  him,  and  which  his 
genius  had  illustrated:  to  those  children,  the  eloquent  tongue, 
though  not  yet  mute  to  grateful  memory,  no  longer  speaks,  in 
living  accents,  precepts  of  wisdom,  morality  and  piety,  so  late- 
ly enforced  by  the  example,  and  adorned  by  the  life  and  man- 
ners of  a  Christian,  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman. 

His  country,  indeed,  has  lost  a  citizen,  whose  talents  and 
virtues,  always  adequate  to  the  highest  tasks  of  public  service, 
were  always  devoted,  with  unflinching  patriotism,  to  bis  coun- 
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iry's  good:  but  to  that  country  he  has  left  an  inheritance  in  tlie 
extended  fame  wliich  will  porpetuaie  his  name  u'ith  the  eii- 
^iirinj,'  monuKients  of  llic  nue  and  land  in  wliich  lie  lived. 

Ui/ professional  lir(!tliren  must  largely  pailicifiate  all  the 
can!-<;s  of  profotuid  rcijret,  hotli  general  and  parlieular,  that  can 
affect  either  (■ommiuiities  or  individuals.  Lamenting'  him  as  a 
brother,  whom  in  life  they  loved  with  brotherly  aflVclion,  and 
admired  as  the  ornament  of  their  profession;  they  have  lost  no 
time  in  evincin?  their  alacrity  to  manile.st  their  respect  to  his 
inemory;  and  will,  doubtless,  follow  out  the  first  ()romptinss  of 
a  spontaneous  and  all-pervadins  sentiment,  and  5;ive  unequivo- 
cal and  lasting  tokens  of  the  sincerity  and  depth  of  their  afl'ec- 
lion,  their  admiration  and  their  regret. 

TRIBUTE    OF    RESPECT. 

At  a  moeliug  of  the  gentlenien  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  court,  at 
the  court  room  in  the  capitol,  on  Tuesday  the  18th  insiant,  the 
Jion.  B.  F.  BuUcr,  attorney  general  of  tlie  United  States,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  the  lion.  John  Sergeant  was  appointed 
secretary:  whereupon 

Mr.  JVebsler  rose  and  addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 
It  is  announced  to  us  that  one  of  the  oldest,  one  of  the  ablest, 
one  of  the  most  distinauished  members  of  this  bar,  has  depart- 
ed tliis  mortal  life.  William  Wirt  is  no  more!  He  has  this 
,day  closed  a  professional  career,  among  the  longest  and  the 
roost  brilliant,  which  the  distinguished  members  of  the  profes- 
si<m  in  the  United  Stales  have  at  any  time  accomplished.  Un- 
sullied in  every  thing  which  regards  professional  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, patient  of  labor,  and  rich  in  those  stores  of  learning, 
which  are  the  reward  of  patient  labor  and  patient  labor  only; 
and  if  equalled,  yet  certainly  allowed  not  to  be  excelled,  in  fer- 
vent, animated  and  persuasive  eloquence,  he  has  left  an  exam- 
ple, which  those  who  seek  to  raise  themselves  to  great  heights 
of  professional  eminence,  will,  hereafter  emulously  study. 
Fortunate,  indeed,  will  be  the  few,  who  shall  imitate  it  suc- 
cessfully! 

As  a  public  man,  it  is  not  our  peculiar  duty  to  speak  of  Mr. 
Wirt  here.  His  character,  in  that  respect  belongs  to  his  coun- 
try, and  to  the  history  of  his  country.  And,  sir,  if  we  were  to 
speak  of  him  in  his  private  life,  and  in  his  social  relations,  all 
we  could  possibly  say  of  his  urbanity,  his  kindness,  the  faith- 
fulness of  his  friendships,  and  the  warmth  of  his  affections, 
would  hardly  seem  sufficiently  strong  and  glowing  to  do  him 
justice,  in  the  feeling  and  judgment  of  tho.<e  who,  separated, 
now  forever  from  his  embraces,  can  only  enshrine  his  memory 
in  their  bleeding  hearts.  Nor  may  we,  sir,  more  than  allude  to 
that  other  relation,  which  belonged  to  him,  and  belongs  to  us 
all;  that  high  and  paramount  relation,  which  connects  man 
with  his  maker!  It  may  be  permitted  us,  however,  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  recording  his  name,  as  one  who  felt  a  deep  sense  of 
religious  duty,  and  who  placed  all  his  hopes  of  the  future,  in 
the  truth  and  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

But  our  particular  ties  to  him  were  the  ties  of  our  profession. 
He  was  our  brother,  and  he  was  our  friend.  With  talents, 
powerful  enough  to  excite  the  strength  of  the  strongest,  with  a 
kindness  both  of  heart  and  of  manner  capable  of  warming  and 
winning  the  coldest  of  his  brethren,  he  has  now  completed  the 
term  of  his  professional  life,  and  of  his  earthly  existence,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  high  respect  and  cordial  affections  of  us  all. 
Let  us,  then,  sir,  hasten  to  pay  to  his  memory  the  well  deserv- 
ed tribute  of  our  regard.  Let  us  lose  no  time  in  testifying  our 
sense  of  our  loss,  and  in  expressing  our  grief,  that  one  great 
light  of  our  profession  is  extinguished  forever. 

Mr.  Webster  concluded  by  submitting  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  read,  and  unauimously  adopted,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  bar  feel,  with  deep  sensi- 
bility, the  loss  which  the  profession  and  the  country  have  sus- 
tained, in  the  death  of  William  Wirt,  a  member  of  this  bar, 
and  heretofore  for  many  years,  attorney  general  of  the  United 
Slates. 

*  Resolved,  That  we  cherish  the  highest  respect  for  the  profes- 
Bional  learning  of  the  deceased,  for  his  varied  talent  and  ability, 
for  the  purity  and  uprightness  of  his  professional  life,  and  for 
the  amiable  and  excellent  qualities  which  belonged  to  him  as  a 
man. 

Resolved,  That,  to  testify  these  sentiments,  we  will  wear  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  for  the  residue  of  the  term. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  offer  to  his  be- 
reaved and  afflicted  family,  the  condolence  and  sympathy  of 
liis  brethren  of  the  bar;  and  to  request  that  he  may  be  interred 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  his  professional  brethren 
be  permitted  to  raise  a  suitable  monument  to  his  memory. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Southard  be  requested  to  pronounce  a 
discourse,  before  the  bar,  upon  the  professional  character  and 
virtues  of  Mr.  JVirt,at  such  time,  during  the  present  term,  as 
may  suit  his  convenience. 

Resolved,  That  the  attorney  general  do  move  the  court  that 
these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  their  proceed- 
ings. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
compose  the  committee  ordered  by  the  fourth  resolution:  Mr. 
Sioann,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Clayy  Mr.  Southard,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  Peters. 


SUPREME    COURT    UNITED    STATES. 

Wednesday,  February  19, 1834. 
On  the  opening  of  the  court,  the  hon.  B.  F.  Butler,  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States,  thus  addressed  tlie  court: 


"Your  honors  are  probably  aware  that  the  same  sad  event 
which  yesterday  occasioned  the  untimely  adjournment  of  the 
court,  was  immediately  followed  by  a  t^pecial  meeting  of  the 
bar.  I  have  been  charged  by  that  meeiing,  with  the  duty  of 
bringing  its  proceedings  lo  ilie  notice  of  the  court,  and  with  your 
pcrniis.-ioii  will  now  read  lliein." 

[Mr.  Chief  Justice  asseiiliiig,  the  attorney  general  then  read 
the  |)roceediiigs,  and  thus  resumed.] 

"The  court  will  have  perceived,  from  the  paper  which  has 
been  read,  iliut  Uie  duty  of  commemorating,  in  a  formal  dis- 
course, the  professional  character  and  virtues  of  Mr.  Wirt,  has 
been  specially  assigned  to  a  distinguished  member  of  this  bar. 
Were  it  not  for  this  becoming  and  approjiriate  arrangement,  I 
might  be  tempted  to  give  utterance  to  my  high  admiration  of  the 
talents,  attainments  and  virtues  of  our  illustrious  brother,  and 
to  the  sorrow  with  which,  in  common  with  every  other  nuimber 
of  the  bar,  1  mourn  over  his  removal  from  this  scene  of  his  use- 
fulness and  fame.     Such  an  altempl,  however,  would  be  an  in- 
delicate, if  not  an    improper  encroachment  upon  a  province 
which  now  belongs  exclusively  to  another.     And   it  therefore 
only  remains  that  I  should  ask,  in  the  name  of  the  assembled 
bar — and  in  reference  to  such  a  man  as  William  Wirt,  I  feel 
that  I  may  add — in  the  name  of  the  whole  legal  profession  of 
our  extended  country — that  this  humble  tribute  to  ability  and 
worth — this  faint  but  sincere  expression  of  deep  regret — be  in- 
corporated in  the  records  of  this  court." 
To  which  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshall  thus  replied — 
"The  court  received  intelligence  of  the  affliciing  event  which 
has  produced  the  meeting  of  the  bar.  and  the  application  just 
made,  with  those  emotions  it  was  but  too  well  calculated  to 
excite.     I  am  sure  I  utter  the  sentiment  of  all  my  brethren, 
vvlien  I  say  we  participate  sincerely  in  the  feelings  expressed 
from  the  bar.     We  too,  gentlemen,  have  sustained  a  loss  it  will 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  repair.     In   performing  the  ar- 
duous duties  assigned  to  us,  we  have  been  long  aided  by  the  di- 
ligent research  and  lucid  reasoning  of  him  whose  loss  we  unite 
with  you  in  deploring.     We  too,  gentlemen,  in  common  with 
you,  have  lost  the  estimable  friend  in  the  powerful  advocate. 

"Most  readily  do  we  assent  to  the  niotion  which  has  been 
made." 

Whereupon,  the  said  proceedings  were  spread  upon  the  re- 
cords of  the  court,  together  with  the  following  entry: 

"It  having  been  announced  that  Mr.  William  Wirt,  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  bar,  highly  distinguished  for  his  learning  and  ta- 
lents, departed  this  life  yesterday  in  this  city — 

'^^ Resolved,  That  the  judges  of  this  court  will  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  during  the  residue  of  the  term,  in  token  of 
their  respect  and  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  of 
their  deep  sense  of  this  afflicting  event." 


From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  February  20. 

A  great  man  has  been  taken  from  amongst  us — the  scholar, 
the  orator,  the  prefound  jurist,  the  able  statesman  and  honest 
man.  A  man  whom  genius  and  virtue  unaided  by  adventitious 
circumstances,  combined  to  raise  to  the  proudest  eminence.  A 
giant  in  intellect,  and  upright  as  he  was  able — never  dazzled  by 
power,  or  deluded  by  ambition — great  without  pretension,  good 
without  pretence,  and  benevolent  without  ostentation — a  Chris- 
tian without  bigotry,  a  man  without  reproach.  He  stood  forth 
a  glorious  example  of  the  combination  of  genius,  with  the 
highest  moral  and  social  excellence — a  bright  model  of  public 
purity  and  private  worth. 

Such  was  William  Wirt. 

To  know  him,  as  the  public  knew  him,  by  his  writings  and 
his  speeches,  was  to  admire  and  honor  him — to  know  him  per- 
sonally, was  to  esteem — to  know  him  at  home,  in  his  domestic 
circle,  was  to  love  iiim. 

The  nation  has  lost  a  man,  whose  place  will  not  soon  be 
filled — his  friends  have  sustained  a  loss,  which  can  never  be 
repaired.  Adieu,  great,  noble,  virtuous  spirit.  The  heart  which 
now  bleeds  for  thy  loss,  and  which  has  often  thrilled  at  thy 
eloquence  and  warmed  at  thy  goodness,  may  grow  cold  with 
age,  but  never  shall  be  effaced  from  it  the  impression  of  thy 
kindness,  nor  love  and  admiration  for  the  loftiness  and  beauty 
of  thy  public  and  private  character.  The  head  which  now  dic- 
tates this  feeble  tribute  to  thy  memory,  may  be  bleached  by  the 
suns  of  many  summers,  but  never  can  we  hope  to  know  again 
thy  like.  Adieu — and  may  the  pure  spirit  which  has  been  so 
severely  bruised,  but  never  bowed  by  afflictions  here,  have 
found  a  fit  resting  place,  with  kindred  spirits,  in  a  better  world. 

P. 

The  Baltimore  county  and  city  courts,  and  bar,  have  passed 
resolutions  on  the  decease  of  Mr.  Wirt  in  a  full  and  kind  feeling 
for  the  memory  of  his  private  and  professional  character,  and  or- 
dered that  a  tablet  shall  be  procured  and  eel  up  in  the  court 
room,  to  be  dedicated  to  the  deceas  ed.  Another  resolution  ap- 
points John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  to  pronounce  a  public  address, 
commemorative  of  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Wirt,  &c.  The  chief 
judge,  .Archer,  presided'at  the  meeting,  and  Reverdy  Johnson, 
esq.  acted  as  secretary. 

ANONYMOUS  LETTERS! 
The  "Globe"  of  the  14th  instant,  says— 
The  following  is  given   to  the  public  as  a  apecimen  of  the 
means  that  are  resorted  to  by  the  friends  of  the  bank  to  force  a 
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festoration  of  the  deposiles.  Similar  letters,  we  are  informed, 
are  sent  constantly  by  the  mails,  not  only  to  the  president,  but 
to  those  of  his  confidential  friends  who  are  known  to  accord 
with  him  in  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  prevent  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank: 

New  York,  February  9,  1834. 
Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States,  ^'c. 

Sir— This  is  to  inform  you  tliat  I,  one  of  a  number  of  young 
men  of  this  city  who  have  conspired  your  death,  unknown  to 
my  colleagues,  write  this  to  warn  you  of  this  plot — not  from 
any  intention  to  benefit  you  thereby,  but  solely  for  the  good  of 
my  country — a  step,  which  influenced  as  we  are,  by  sentiments 
of  pure  patriotism,  myself  and  associates  have  deemed  advisa- 
ble for  the  welfare  of  our  much  abused  country.  I  recommend 
you  to  revoke,  as  soon  as  practicable,  all  the  opinions,  declara- 
tiona  and  proclamations  which  have  emanated  from  you  re- 
lative to  the  rechartering  of,  and  removing  the  public  deposites 
from  the  United   Slates  bank.    The  alternative  will  most  as- 

jsuredly  be  your  certain  death. 

******** 

Three  of  our  number,  elected  by  chance,  will  proceed,  in  the 
•course  of  the  present  month,  to  the  capital,  there  to  put  in  exe- 
•cution  the  design  entrusted  to  their  hands.  Even  should  one 
•attempt  fail,  do  not  think  to  escape,  for  we  are  firmly  resolved  to 
'free  our  country  from  the  hands  of  a  despot.  To  couclude — 
"Beware  the  Ides  of  March." 

To  gen,  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States  of 
America: 

t  am  very  sorry  to  inform  that  if  the  deposites  are  not  replac- 
ed, and  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  rechartered,  by  the 
4th  of  March  next,  you  will  be  a  dead  man  by  the  15th  day  of 
March,  1834.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  I  hope  you  will  act  wisely, 
and  recharter  the  said  bank,  for  if  you  do  not,  the  United  States 
will  lose  one  of  her  best  presidents  and  generals  that  has  been 
known  in  .dmerica.  There  has  been  a  private  meeting  held, 
and  the  plan  is  all  laid  out  for  doing  the  above  mentioned.  I 
am  a  signer  of  the  above  meeting,  but  I  could  not  engage  in 
such  a  thing  before  I  acquainted  your  honor  of  the  above  plan. 
Your  humble  servant,  A  DEMOCRAT. 

£Tiie  above  letter  is  post  marked  Philadelphia,  February  8.] 

[confidential.] 

Philadelphia,  February  8th,  1834. 
Sir — The  writer  of  this  anonymous  communication  feels  it 
his  duty  to  apprize  you,  that  it  is  seriously  contemplated  by  a 
few  individuals  in  this  city,  to  adopt  measures  for  the  diabolical 
purpose  of  ASSASSINATING  the  venerable  chief  magistrate 
of  our  union. 
A.  J.  DoNELSON,  esq.  Washington,  D.  C. 

We  know  not  which  most  to  be  astonished  at — the  folly  of 
writing,  or  that  of  publishing  the  preceding  letters.  They  are  a 
clamsey  manufacture.  Look  atthat  signed  "A  Democrat."  It  is 
as  if  from  a  rascal  that  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  assassi- 
natethe  president  of  the  U.  States  "by  the  I5th  ofMarch,1834," 
but  who  calls  him  "dear  sir"  and  speaks  of  him  as  "one  of  the 
best  presidents  and  generals  that  has  been  known  in  America." 
The  thing  is  riot  only  supremely  ridiculous,  but  indecent — in  its 
publication.  If  the  truth  could  be  ascertained,  it  would  surely 
appear  that  these  infamous  letters  have  been  written  either  in 
idle  folly,  or  by  certain  shavers,  or  others,  who  are  fattening  on 
the  blood  of  the  productive  part  of  the  people,  to  irritate  and 
keep  alive  the  warm  feelings  of  the  president;  for  though  no 
other  than  a  perfect  A.S.S.  would  expect  to  deter  him  from  his 
course  by  means  like  these — such  means  may  increase  prevail- 
ing excitements,  and  make  bad  worse;  and  the  worse  for  the 
people,  the  better  for  the  shavers. 

This  publication  wiW  make  us  a  laughing  stock  in  Europe — 
tiot  because  such  letters  were  written,  but  on  account  of  their 
insertion  in  the  official  paper  of  the  government.  It  is  a  shame — 
and  a  libel  upon  the  American  people.  Ed.  Reg. 

THE  VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 
The  Virginia  legislature  has  at  length  disposed  of  the  deposite 
question,  which  has  engaged  its  attention  for  some  time  past. 
The  preamble  and  resolutions,  as  amended  by  the  senate,  were 
finally  adopted  by  the  house  on  Tuesday  last.  They  were  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  deem  it  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  that  the  power  to  control  the  public  revenue 
should  be  m.ade  to  abide  in  practice,  where  it  has  been  invested 
by  the  constitution,  in  the  immediate  representatives  of  tho  peo- 
ple, and  of  the  states  in  congress  assembled;  and  all  experience 
of  the  practical  operation  of  governments  has  proved,  that  arbi- 
trary assumptions  of  power  by  them,  or  any  officer  of  them,  if 
silently  acquiesced  in,  become  precedents  for  further  and  still 
greater  acts  of  usurpation:  therefore, 

1.  Resolved  hy  the  general  assembly.  That  the  recent  act  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  exerting  a  control  over  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  by  causing  tl)em  to  be  withheld  and  vvillulrawn, 
on  his  own  responsibility, from  the  United  States  bank,  in  which 
they  had  been  ordered  to  be  placed  by  the  net  of  congress  char- 
tering the  said  bank,  is,  in  the  judgmont  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, a  dangerous  and  alarming  asuuiuption  of  power  by  tiiat  offi- 
cer, which  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned. 


2.  Resolved,  That  while  the  general  assembly  will  ever  be 
ready  to  sustain  the  president  in  the  exercise  of  all  such  powers 
as  the  constitution  has  confided  to  him,  they  nevertheless,  can- 
not but  regard  with  apprehension  and  distrust,  the  disposition 
to  extend  his  official  authority  beyond  its  just  and  proper  limits, 
which  he  has  so  clearly  manifested  in  his  recent  interference 
with  the  treasury  department  of  the  federal  government,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  which  congress  has  confided  to 
the  head  of  that  department  alone. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  adoption,  by  congress,  of  proper  measures  for  restoring 
the  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or,  at  least, 
for  causing  them  to  be  deposited  therein  for  the  future,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  and  stipulation  of  the  act  of  congress  charter- 
ing the  said  bank;  if  at  the  time  of  their  action  on  the  subject, 
the  said  bank  be,  in  their  opinion,  a  safe  depository  of  the  pub- 
tic  treasure;  and  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  prevent  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  from  being  rechartered. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  cannot  recognize  as 
constitutional  the  power  which  has  been  claimed  by  congress  to 
establish  a  United  States  bank,  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
general  assembly,  as  they  have  heretofore  solemnly  declared, 
that  power  is  not  given  to  congress  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  do  not  intend  by  the 
declaration  of  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  qualify,  or  in  any  manner 
to  impair  the  force  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  withholding 
and  withdrawing  of  the  public  deposites. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States. 

The  Richmond  Whig,  in  noticing  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions, says — 

"The  question  was  debated  with  great  zeal.  Amendments 
were  offered  to  each  resolution,  and  all  of  them  debated  with 
great  warmth.  The  substitute  [being  the  resolutions  inserted 
above]  finally  passed  by  a  large  vote.  The  several  votes  fur- 
nish an  accurate  estimate  of  the  relative  strength  of  parlies, 
being  upon  an  average,  more  than  two  and  an  half  to  one." 

—•>♦►♦©  ®  8««ii- 

GREAT  MEETING  AT  NEW  YORK. 
We  gave  in  the  last  Register  some  account  of  the  great 
meeting  of  merchants  and  dealers  held  at  the  Exchange,  in  New 
York,  and  promised  to  make  a  record  of  the  proceedings.    They 
are  as  follows: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  of  merchants  and 
others,  held  at  the  Merchant's  Exchange,  February  11th,  1834 — 

On  motion,  Jonathan  Goodhue,  esq.  was  chosen  chairman, 
and  John  P.  Stagg  appointed  secretary. 

James  G.  King,  esq.  from  the  committee  of  delegates,  made 
the  following 

report: 

The  delegation  appointed  by  the  signers  of  the  memorial  of 
the  merchants,  traders,  dealers  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  present  the  same  to  congress,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
report  to  their  constituents,  that  upon  their  arrival  in  Washing- 
ton they  waited  on  the  representatives  in  congress  from  this 
city,  and  on  the  senators  from  the  state  of  New  York,  with  a 
view  of  requesting  their  aid  and  co-operation  in  properly  intro- 
ducing to  their  respective  houses  the  memorial  they  had  in 
charge.  Believing  it  to  be  of  primary  importance,  considering 
the  unbelief  expressed  as  to  the  existing  commercial  distress, 
that  the  individual  presenting  such  memorial  should  declare,  in 
his  place  in  congress,  his  full  and  implicit  reliance  upon  the 
truth  of  its  averment,  and  his  perfect  acquiescence  in  its  con- 
clusion, they  proposed  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Lawrence,  who,  from  his 
large  participation  in  the  prosperity  of  New  York,  whose  com- 
mercial interests  he  was  especially  relied  u|)on  for  upholding, 
to  be  their  organ  in  the  house  of  representatives  in  this  design; 
however,  your  delegation  regret  to  say,  they  were  disappointed, 
as,  after  time  for  consideration,  Mr.  Lairrenrc  declined  present- 
ing the  memorial  in  the  manner  proposed.  The  senior  members 
of  the  city  representation  in  congress  were  not  requested  to  act, 
as  their  sentiments,  frankly  made  known  at  the  time,  were  to- 
tally at  variance  with  those  of  the  memorial,  which  was  also  a 
matter  of  serious  regret  to  your  delegation,  inasmuch  a^  tbe.se 
gentlemen  were  likewise  intimately  connected  with  the  com- 
mercial classes  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Your  deputation,  thus  situated,  aflbrded  a  singular  spectacle 
to  the  national  legislature.  In  presenting  a  m<Mnorial  declaring, 
with  a  moderation  beyond  all  cavil,  the  existing  state  of  com- 
mercial distress,  and  embodying  the  deliberatt!  views  of  experi- 
enced and  intelligent  merchants  upon  a  subject  nC  vital  import- 
ance to  them  and  to  the  nation,  they  were  obliged  to  forego  the 
service  of  the  only  tnercanlile  man  sent  froui  the  city  to  con- 
gress; and  were  glad  to  find  in  the  junior  member  of  congress 
from  the  city,  (Mr.  Sclden),  liiniself  not  connected  with  the 
mercantile  class,  except  by  enlarg(Hl  and  libc^ial  views,  a  ready 
and  efficient  aid  in  the  accomplislimiMit  of  tlieir  wishes.  While 
your  delegation  acknowledges,  at  the  IkiihIs  oI'  the  other  repre- 
sentatives from  the  city,  all  proper  courlesi«s  and  ( iviliiie?,  thfy 
must  award  to  Mr.  Selden  tlie  liichcpi  praise  tor  his  manly  and 
able  CO  operation,  v\'hich  v\'as  not  the  less  efieotive  in  congress, 
as  your  delegation   aver,  from  being   made  in  despite  of  llio:.e 
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considerations,  which  were  deemed  paramount  by  his  col- 
leagues; and  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  those  colleagues  thought 
it  right  to  vote  against  such  a  reference  of  the  memorial  as  had 
been  deliberately  preferred  by  your  delegation. 

By  Mr.  Wright,  from  this  state,  the  memorial  was  presented 
in  the  senate,  in  satisfactory  terms,  and,  considering  that  he  had 
so  recently  promulgated  such  opposite  opinions,  your  delega- 
tion desire  to  award  him  their  thanks. 

Your  delegation  also  waited  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  appointment,  and  was  received  with  that  courtesy 
for  which  he  is  distinguisiied;  and  in  a  long  interview,  after  ex- 
plaining the  actual  slate  of  commercial  afiairs  in  this  city,  and 
declaring,  in  explicit  but  respectful  terms,  as  the  result  of  liio 
experience  and  best  judgment  of  our  commercial  men,  that  a 
national  bank  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  regulation 
of  paper  currency  as  now  established,  and  upon  which  the 
whole  business  of  the  country  was  based,  they  received  from 
him  the  most  decided  assurance  of  the  entirely  opposite  views 
entertained  by  himself,  and  the  most  unqalified  declarations, 
that  in  no  event  would  he  ever  consent  to  restore  the  deposites, 
or  to  recharter  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  make  the  experiment  of  carrying  on  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation  through  the  state  banks  until  the  expiration 
of  the  United  Slates  bank  charter;  and,  if  tiie  experiment  failed, 
some  scheme  might  be  devised  of  collecting  and  depositing  the 
revenue,  without  the  intervention  of  any  moneyed  institution. 
The  president  held  out  no  expectation  of  the  establishment, 
at  present,  of  any  national  bank,  but  added,  that  he  fell  great 
sympathy  for  the  New  York  mercantile  distress,  for  the  mer- 
chants had  honorably  and  punctually  performed  all  their  en- 
gagements to  the  government,  with  unparalleled  fidelity. 

Your  delegation  then  waited  upon  the  vice  president,  but  from 
official  engagements  he  was  at  that  lime  unable  to  hold  any 
converse  with  them  upon  the  subject  of  their  mission;  but  at 
another  moment,  to  a  portion  of  your  delegation,  the  vice  pre- 
sident expressed  similar  views  and  determinations  to  those  ma- 
nifested by  the  president. 

Your  delegation  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Taney,  and  de- 
rived from  him  a  full  confirmation  of  their  conclusions  resulting 
from  what  had  passed  during  their  visit  to  Washington.  In  con- 
clusion, your  delegation  regret  to  say  that  it  is  their  sincere  con- 
viction that  nothing  is  intended  to  be  done  by  the  government 
for  the  present;  that  no  plan  is  under  its  consideration  for  the 
future,  in  respect  to  a  national  bank;  that  the  administration  is 
determined  not  to  recharter  the  present  United  States  bank  un- 
der any  possible  modifications,  nor  to  propose  any  new  bank: 
and  instead  thereof,  to  rely  upon  state  institutions,  until  hard 
money  can  be  made  to  supersede  the  actual  paper  currency  of 
the  country. 

James  G.  King,  Elbert  J.  Anderson, 

James  Bookman,  P.  Perit, 

Charles  H.  Russell,  Joseph  Kernochan, 

John  A.  Stevens,  S.  S.  Rowland, 

R.  C.  Cornell,  G.  S.  Robbins, 

D.  W.  C.  Olyphant,  J.  Crumby, 

Jas.  W.  Otis,  T.  W.  Gale. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Ward,  esq.  Resolved,  That  the  report 
be  accepted  and  the  committee  be  discharged. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be  presented  to  the  delegates  to  Washington,  lor 
the  able  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them. 
On  motion  of  Charles  H.  Russell,  esq.  it  was  unanimously 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the 
honorable  Dudley  Selden,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he 
presented  our  memorial,  and  for  the  ability  with  which  he  en- 
forced its  object,  and  that  this  expression  of  our  feelings  be 
conveyed  to  him  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  this  meeting. 
On  motion  of  Jolm  Ji.  Stevens,  esq.  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  there  is  en- 
ergy, ability,  integrity  and  property,  sufficient  to  this  community 
to  carry  it  througii  the  present  unparalleled  sufferings  and  im- 
pending evil^,  ultimately,  to  safety  and  prosperity. 

2.  Resolved,  That  tiie  commercial  community  in  this  crisis 
must  rely  for  their  preservation  on  their  own  energies,  on  mu- 
tual forbearance  and  assistance,  and  that  this  emergency  calls 
for  a  calmness,  liberality  and  firmness,  equal  to  its  severity;  and 
that  on  these  means,  and  through  them  on  the  restoration,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  public  confidence,  this  community  must 
now  depend. 

3.  Resolved,  That  with  a  view  to  the  objects,  and  to  the  im- 
portance of  combining  mercantile  influence  and  opinions  for 
commercial  and  not  for  parly  ends,  and  by  the  exercise  of  this 
influence,  to  ameliorate  present  distress  and  to  avert  future 
evils,  that  a  union  committee  of  twenty-five  persons  be  now 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  confer  with  committees  of 
the  state  and  national  banks,  with  a  view  to  produce  that  en- 
tire concert  and  harmony  of  action,  essential  to  enable  them  to 
afford  the  greatest  possible  relief  to  the  community. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  comittee  be  further  instructed  to  adopt 
immediate  measures,  by  a  union  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  the  board  of  trade,  or  by  such  other  measures  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  to  constitute  a  general  organ  of  commer- 
cial sentiments  and  opinions,  in  order,  by  concert  and  unani- 
mity of  action,  to  secure  to  this  great  mercantile  community  a 
just  and  proper  influence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  endeavor  to  procure  from 
Ihe  state  legislature,  an  uxpressioii  more  in  accordance  with  tiie 


present  opinions  of  its  constituents,  than  those  recently  adopt- 
ed by  it,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposkes  and  of  a 
national  bank. 

6.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  Ytsre  power  to  appoint  de- 
legates to  proceed  to  Washington,  Albany,  and  other  cities,  if 
thought  advisable,  to  further  the  objects  of  iheir  appointment^ 
and  generally  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  ttx^ 
pedient  in  this  crisis  of  Ihe  public  good. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolutions,  the  following  persona 
were  appointed  and  constitute  the  union  committee: 
Albert  Gallatin,  James  G.  King, 

Jonathan  Goodhue,  G.  G.  Howland, 

John  IJaggerty,  Nathaniel  Weed^ 

James  Boorman,  John  W.  Leavitt,- 

James  Brown,  David  Lee, 

RufusL.  Lord,  Fanning  C.  Tucker^ 

Isaac  Carow,  Elbert  J.  Anderson, 

John  G.  Cosier,  Francis  Olmsted,. 

Thomas  Brooks,  Charles  H.  Russell, 

Hubeit  Van  Wagencr,  E.  G.  Fails, 

Joseph  Kernochan,  Philip  Hone, 

John  A.  Stevens,  John  P.  Stagg, 

1).  W.  C.  Olyphant. 
On  motion.    Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
delegates  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be  published  in 
all  the  daily  papers,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JONA.  GOODHUE,  chairman. 
John  P.  Stagg,  secretary. 

[Alter  the  adjournment  of  the  above  meeting,  (the  most  im- 
posing, taking  numbers  and  character  into  estimation,  ever  held 
in  the  United  Slates),  on  going  forth  to  the  street,  the  New 
York  American  says — "An  assemblage  much  more  numerous 
than  that  within,  was  found  patiently  awaiting  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  proceedings  in  the  exchange.  To  this  end,  Mr.  P. 
Hone  being  called  for,  placed  himself  on  one  of  the  stone 
piers  of  the  exchange  steps,  and  read  in  a  clear  and  audible 
voice,  to  between  five  and  six  thousand  persons,  the  report  and 
resolutions  adopted  within.  They  were  received  throughout 
with  the  same  expressions  of  feeling  as  were  manifested  in  the 
first  instance;  and  when,  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Hone  proposed 
three  cheers  for  Dudley  Selden,  a  shout  long  and  loud  went 
forth  from  the  assembled  thousands.  Mr.  Redwood  Fisher  then 
addressed  a  few  sensible  and  practical  remarks  to  the  audience 
respecting  the  project  now  put  lorth  by  the  government,  of  a 
metallic  currency,  and  its  inevitable  tendency  to  depress  in- 
dustry, to  change  all  the  relations  of  property,  and  to  induce 
universal  distress.  Mr.  Fisher  concluded  with  asking  those 
present  to  say,  whether  they  were  in  favor  »f  such  an  experi- 
ment?   No  single  voice  said  ay."] 

THE  PENSION  FUND. 

in   the    house   of   representatives,  FEBRUARY   II. 

Mr.  Folk,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  reported 
"a  bill  to  describe  the  mode  of  paying  pensions  heretofore 
granted  by  the  United  Slates,"  accompanied  by  a  detailed  re- 
port, as  follows: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  the  4th  of 
February,  1834,  with  the  accompanying  documents  communi- 
cating to  congress  the  refusal  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
to  deliver  over  to  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  war,  the  books, 
papers  and  funds,  connected  with  the  disbursements  to  be  madti 
under  the  act  of  June,  1832,  entitled  "an  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolution:" 

REPORT 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  all  the  consideration 
which  its  importance  demands,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic  cha- 
racter as  from  the  class  of  most  nieritoiious  persons  whose  in^ 
lerests  may  be  affected  by  the  delay  which  may  take  place  in 
the  payment  of  the  sums  respectively  due  to  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  to  de-r 
liver  over  the  funds  heretofore  provided  by  law  for  their  pay- 
ment, together  with  the  books  and  papers  connected  with  its 
disbursement. 

The  bank,  by  the  appointment  of  the  secretary  of  war,  has 
heretofore  been  the  disbursing  agent  of  the  government,  under 
the  act  of  June,  7,  1832,  "for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  revolution."  fn  ordinary  circum- 
stances, all  disbursing  officers  are  responsible  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duly  assigned  them,  and  are  removable 
by  the  executive.  This  control  over  them  has  been  deemed 
essential  to  the  correct  performance  of  their  duty,  as  well  as  to 
the  just  security  of  the  public  interests.  The  bank,  however, 
under  the  act  of  June,  7lh,  1832,  claims  to  be  the  disburping  of- 
ficer of  the  government  independent  of  the  appointment  of  the 
executive,  to  hold  the  ©fTice  by  law,  and  to  be  beyond  the 
power  of  removal  by  the  executive  authority.  Such  a  claim, 
lo  be  supported,  should  be  clearly  established,  as  it  is  at  va- 
riance with  the  general  principles  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 

The  committee,  on  an  examination  of  the:  documents  accom- 
panying the  president's  messagi',  find  ihat  an  order  was  given 
by  the  commissioner  of  pensions — which  order  was  authorised 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  for  removing  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  and  its  branches,  to  ihe  local  hanks  of  deposite,  at  places 
where  such  local  banks  had  been  selected,  the  books,  papers 
and  funds  relating  to  the  sxeculion  of  ihe  art  of  June  7th,  1832. 
With  this  requisition  the  bank  has  declined  a  compliance,  oa 
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the  ground  that  the  bank  is  consiituieri  by  law  the  agent  for 
making  payments  under  the  act  of  1832,  and  that  the  secretary 
of  war  has"  coasequenlty  no  right  to  transfer  these  duties  to  any 
oilier  agent. 

The  question  is,  therefore,  one  of  authority  between  one  of 
the  departmcnls  of  llie  government  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  whicli  the  bank  lias  underiakcii  to  retain  the  money 
and  other  properly  of  the  government,  until  some  measure, 
legislative  or  jtidicial,  can  be  adopted  vviiureby  tlie  authority  of 
the  executive  over  tiie  public  money  and  properly,  and  the 
right  claimed  by  the  bank  to  retain  Iheuj,  can  be  determined, 
and  provision  made  for  their  uilimate  disposition. 

The  comuiittee  are  of  opinion  that  tiie  bank  has  taken  a 
position,  and  set  up  a  claim  to  the  possession  of  the  funds, 
books  and  papers  in  (lue.-tion  which  cannot  lie  supported.  Tiie 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  communicated  by  Ihe  president, 
contains  a  history  of  the  agency  of  the  bank  in  the  payment  of 
pensions,  and  of  claims  under  the  act  of  1832.  and  also  a  full, 
and  as  the  committee  think,  a  correct  view  of  tlie  law  of  the 
case.  To  this  opinion  they  refer,  as  greatly  diminishing  their 
labors  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  ft  is  conceded  that,  by  va- 
rious legislative  enactments,  direct  and  indirect,  the  bank  was 
constituted  the  disbursing  agent  for  paying  invalid  and  revolu- 
tionary pensioners  prior  to  and  under  the  act  of  March  18,  1818. 
The  secretary  of  war  has  given  no  direction  for  the  change  of 
this  agency,  and  the  bank  remains  as  it  was,  the  disbursing  of- 
fic  er  for  the  paynientof  pensions  under  these  laws.  But  the  case 
is  otherwise  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832.  Under  that  act,  the 
bank  was  not,  by  the  terms,  or  any  fair  construction  of  the  law, 
constitued  the  disbursing  agent  for  paying  the  annuities  which 
it  granted.  That  act  is  supplementary  to  the  act  "for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  tiie  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion," passed  May  15,  1828.  These  two  acts  form  part  of  the 
same  system.  The  act  of  1832  has  reference  to  that  of  1828, 
and  the  phraseology  of  both  is  nearly  identical.  They  provide 
for  making  payments  to  the  surviving  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  in  consideration  of  services,  and  the 
sums  to  be  paid  are  detiorninated  pay;  and  before  any  payments 
can  be  made  under  any  of  these  laws,  if  the  persons  claiming 
their  benefit  are  already  receiving  pensions  under  former  laws, 
such  pensions  are  required  to  be  relinquished.  No  wounds  are 
required  to  entitle  a  man  to  this  "■monthly  pay^'  as  they  are 
agreeably  to  the  system  of  the  invalid  pension  laws;  nor  is  po- 
verty essential  to  this  aid,  fts  it  ifS  under  the  acts  of  March  18, 
1818,  and  the  act  of  May  1,  1820,  supplementary  thereto.  But 
the  whole  claim  seems  to  t>e  placed  on  the  ground  of  services, 
and  in  consideration  of  them  the  «fannuily"is  given  andreceiv- 
ed.  The  execution  of  both  these  acts  was  confided  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  that  officer  was  authorised  to  cause 
the  payments  to  be  ujade  at  such  limes  and  places  as  he  thought 
proper. 

The  act  of  1828,  provides  "that  the  pay  allowed  by  this  act 
shall  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be 
paid  to  the  officer  or  soldier  entitled  thereto,  or  to  their  au-  ^ 
thorised  attorney,  at  such  places  and  days  as  said  secretary  may 
direct.^'  The  act  of  1832,  provides  "that  the  pay  allowed  by  this 
act  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be 
paid  to  the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  private 
entitled  thereto,  or  his  or  their  authorised  attorney,  at  such 
places  and  times  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may  direct.^' 
And  both  acts  contain  a  permanent  appropriation  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  carry  them  into  effect.  The  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury under  the  authority  given  by  the  act  of  1828,  has  caused 
the  payuient  to  be  made  at  the  treasury,  directly  to  the  indivi- 
duals entitled.  The  bank  never  had  any  agency  whatever  un- 
der tliis  law,  nor  is  it  known  toHhe  committee  that  they  ever  in- 
terposed any  claim  to  make  these  payments,  (t  is  very  clear 
that  if  the  payments  under  the  act  of  1828,  could  be  mad(;  at 
the  treasury,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury might  direct,  without  the  intervention  of  the  bank  as  the 
disbursing  agent,  so  could  the  payments  under  the  act  of  18:^ 
be  made  in  a  like  manner,  had  tlie  execution  of  the  act  of  1832 
remained  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Tiie  execution  of 
this  act  was,  however  by  a  joint  resolution  of  June  28ll),  1832, 
devolved  upon  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  duties  which  the 
act  required  to  be  performed  by  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury 
were  "transferred  to  tlie  secretary  of  war."  Tiie  secretary  of 
war  was,  by  this  resolution,  clothed  with  the  same  authority  to 
make  payments  to  those  eniitled  under  the  act  of  18.32,  at  such 
times  and  places  as  he  might  direct,  as  was  previously  pos- 
sessed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  [n  whatever  mode  the 
payments  could  have  been  made  by  the  treasury  department 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  tin;  resolution  of.lune  28rh,  1832, 
in  the  same  modcr  they  c;tn  he  made  at  tlie  war  dcparlment 
after  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  T!ie  wlioh;  business  then 
was  to  be  done  under  tiie  "direction"  of  the  secriJtary  of  war, 
and  the  payments  made  at  awch  "limes  and  places"  i\s  he  may 
direct.  It  will  not  be  di>puted  th;it  tlie  words  of  the  law  confer 
upon  the  secretary  of  war  a  sieneral  snpr^rvisory  authority  «ver 
the  payments  to  be  made  under  it.  They  authorise  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  whensoever,  wheresoever  and  by  whomso- 
ever the  secretary  may  direct.  It  the  secretary  were  to  direct 
the  payments  to  be  made  at  the  Irrasnry,  (as  by  law  lie  has  a 
clear  right  to  do),  it  surely  cannot  be  maintained  that  an  aijent 
of  the  bank  must  stand  by  to  receive  the  money  and  pass  it 
over  to  those  entitled.  It  surely  cannot  be  contended  that  the 
money  is  not  properly  disbursed,  unless  it  first  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  bank. 


If  the  secretary  of  war  thinks  the  Convenience  of  those  entitled 
to  pay  under  this  act,  or  the  public  interest  requires  that  places 
of  paymentshould  be  designated  where  there  are  no  branches  of 
the  United  States  bank,  may  the  bank  by  refusing  to  establish  an 
agency  at  such  places,  (and  there  is  no  law  requiring  them  to 
do  so),  defeat  the  contemplated  arrangement,  it  appears  to 
the  committee,  that  the  power  confided  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
to  designate  times  and  places  of  payment,  necessarily  includes 
the  autliorily  to  select  the  persons  who  are  to  act  as  agents  in 
making  the  [tayments,  as  without  such  authority,  the  power  to 
direct  the  times  and  places  of  payment  would  be  wholly  nuga- 
tory. 

The  committee  are  ofopinion,  that  tipon  no  correct  principles 
can  the  bank  claim  the  legal  right  to  make  these  payments — 
either  in  their  character  of  commissioners  of  loans,  or  as  dis- 
bursing agent  of  the  government.  The  charier  does  not  confer 
on  tiie  bank  the  right  of  being  in  all  cases  the  agent  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions.  It  reserves  to  congress  the  power  to  impose 
on  the  bank  the  duty  which  was  before  performed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  loans,  and  as  those  commissioners,  at  the  date  of 
the  bank  charter,  performed  the  duties  of  agents  for  paying  the 
invalid  pensions,  the  reservation  in  the  chatter  authorised  con- 
gress to  impose  that  duty  on  the  bank.  But  congress  may,  or 
may  not,  at  its  own  pleasure,  exercise  the  power  it  has  thu3 
reserved.  The  bank  can  have  no  right  to  demand  its  exercise. 
The  charter,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  confers  no  right  on  the 
bank.  It  merely  reserves  to  congress  the  power  to  impose  a 
duty,  and  the  duly  of  the  bank,  in  this  particular,  cannot  be 
more  extensive  than  the  laws  passed  subsequently  to  the  charter 
shall  be  found  to  require  of  it.  The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S17, 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  bank  to  pay,  as  agent,  ihe  pensions 
which  before  that  time  were  paid  by  the  con)missioners  of  loans; 
but  it  does  not  require  that  all  pensions  altetwards  created 
shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  by  the  bank.  Its  provisions  are 
expressly  confined  to  the  duties  which  were  then  performed 
by  the  commissioners  of  loans,  and  no  allusion  is  made  in  the 
law  to  pensions  whicii  may  afterwards  be  created.  The  act  of 
1818  directs  the  pensions  which  it  gave  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
manner  as  pensions  to  invalids  had  before  that  time  been  paid, 
and  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  provision  that  the  bank  pays  the  pen- 
sioners under  this  law.  But  this  act,  like  that  of  1817,  makes 
no  general  provision  on  the  subject  of  paying  pensions.  It  di- 
rects the  manner  in  which  the  particular  pensions  it  created 
should  be  paid,  but  it  does  nothing  more. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  duty  of  pension  agent 
has  been  imposed  on  the  bank  by  law,  in  those  cases  where  the 
pensions  were  given  by  tiie  act  of  1818,  or  by  some  previous  act 
of  congress.  But  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  bank  to  act  as  pen- 
sion agent  in  relation  to  pensions  created  since  the  law  of  1818, 
unless  some  subsequent  act  of  congress  has  imposed  that  duty 
on  it. 

If  then  it  be  assumed  that  the  payments  tinder  the  act  of 
1832,  are  to  be  regarded  as  pensions,  yet  the  bank  would  not  be 
bound  to  take  upon  itself  that  duty,  unless  it  was  required  of  it 
by  act  of  congress.  For  it  is  not  enough  that  new  pensions  are 
created — there  must  also  be  some  law  directing  the  bank  to  act 
as  agent  in  paying  them;  otherwise  the  bank  can  be  nothing 
more  than  a  voluntary  agent,  at  liberty,  therefore,  to  surrender 
their  trust  whenever  they  think  proper. 

But  there  is  no  pretence  that  the  law  or  reso?ution  of  1832 
contains  any  direction  that  the  bank  should  act  as  agent  in  pay- 
ing these  claims.  There  is  no  reference  in  the  law  to  any 
former  act  of  congress  from  which  such  an  intention  can  be  in- 
ferred, even  by  the  most  strained  and  forced  construction;  and, 
therefore,  if  these  payments  be  considered  pensions,  in  the  legaj 
sense  in  which  the  word  is  used  in  the  acts  of  congress,  yet  the 
duty  of  paying  them  has  not  been  imposed  on  the  bank,  and 
they  were  not  hound  to  perform  the  duty,  unless  they  supposed 
it  to  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  subject  presents 
itself,  and  which  it  is  believed  is  still  more  important,  and  that 
is  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  bank.  They  do  not  claim  the 
books,  papers  and  funds,  as  belonging  to  them.  These  are 
confessedly  the  property  of  the  government.  But  they  elainr 
the  right  to  retain  the  possession  of  them,  not  from  any  interest 
which  they  have  in  them,  for  this  is  disavowed,  but  merely  that 
they  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  This  is 
certainly  a  novel  pretension,  and  it  is  believed  is  now  for  the 
first  time  asserted  by  a  corporation,  at  least  in  the  U.  States. 
I5y  the  constitution,  the  execution  of  the  laws  is  confided  to 
the  executive. 

The  allegation  of  the  bank,  as  contained  in  the  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  bank  of  January  23,  1834,  that  "it  is  no  justifi- 
cation to  the  bank,  to  obey  any  other  authority,"  (than  con- 
gress), "for  if  it  pays  money  or  transfers  money,  without  the  au- 
thority of  congress,  its  accounts  may  be  disallowed  by  the  ac- 
counting ofiicers,"  does  nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
deserve  to  be  seriously  considered  or  refuted.  It  is  imposible 
to  conceive  upon  what  grounds,  such  an  apprehension  as  is 
here  pretended  could  be  seriously  Piitertained;  for  whatever  au- 
thority the  bank  had  to  disburse  the  annuities  under  the  act  of 
June  7lh  1832,  was  dt^rived,  not  from  congress,  for  the  act  di- 
rects the  payments  to  be  made  "luufcr  Mc  direction  of  the  se- 
cretary," but  from  their  appointment  as  paying  agent,  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war;  and  if  ho  gave  the 'authority,  it  would  be  strange 
indeed,  if  he  could  not  revoke  it.  The  public  money  had  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  by  the  orders  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  and  if  he  revokes  that  order,  and  directs  the  money  to 
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be  returned  to  the  treasiiryj  or  transferred  it  to  other  agents,  it 
is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  bank,  by  obeying,  Hliould  be  in  any 
way  embarrassed  in  tlie  settlement  of  their  accounts.  There 
was  not  tlie  ahglitest  ground  for  sucli  a  behef:  and  it  cannot, 
therefore,  be  urged  as  any  extenuation  or  apology  for  the  course 
of  the  bank. 

In  no  view  of  the  subject  can  tlie  bank,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the 
committee,  rightlully  retain  possession  of  the  money  and  pro- 
perty of  the  government.  If  tlie  law  of  183-2  had  constituted 
the  bank,  (which  the  committee  do  not  concede,  but  on  llie 
contrary,  maintain  it  did  not),  the  paying  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  lliey  must  keep  pos- 
session of  these  books,  papers  and  funds.  Many  cases  might 
be  conceived  in  which  it  would  be  not  only  proper,  but  the 
duty  ol  lh<!  government  to  resume  the  possession  of  them.  Th(! 
books  and  papers  might  be  wanted  for  copying,  examination  or 
correction,  or  other  conceivable  purposes.  The  money  appro- 
priated for  these  payments,  might  be  accumulated  in  an  unne- 
cessary degree  at  a  given  point,  and  might  be  wanted  else- 
wliere,  in  consequence  of  a  diminished  supply  at  other '-pZaccs" 
designated  by  the  secretary  for  the  payments.  But  the  ground 
taken  by  the  bank,  excludes  all  possibility  of  the  exercise  of  tiiis 
supervisory  regulation  of  the  head  of  the  department,  whose 
duty  the  law  makes  it  to  see  that  the  "j^ai/"  allowed  by  the  act 
shall  be  made  under  his  '■'■direclion^^  and  at  such  '■Himes  and 
places"  as  he  may  designate.  Ttie  bank  in  effect,  says — we 
have  decided  that  we  are  the  proper  agents  to  make  the  pay- 
ments, and  therefore  the  government  shall,  in  no  case,  have  any 
power  to  withdraw  the  properly  which  it  has  heretofore  placed 
in  our  possession.  Such  a  principle,  if  applied  to  all  other 
cases  of  disbursing  officers,  who  may  assume  the  ground  they 
that  have  been  illegally  dealt  with,  would  lead  to  consequences 
which  do  not  require  to  be  stated,  and  could  not  for  a  moment, 
be  tolerated. 

If  the  bank,  when  the  demand  was  made  for  the  books,  pa- 
pers and  money  of  the  government  in  its  possession,  had  "pro- 
tested," if  they  thought  the  demand  illegal,  and  had  then  de- 
livered them  up,  and  had  afterwards  appealed  to  congress  or  the 
judicial  tribunals  for  such  redress  or  decision  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  might  call  for,  their  position  would  have  been  far  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  now  is.  Assuming  to  decide  the  law  for 
themselves,  and  arrogating  the  power  to  see  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed,  they  assume  a  power  heretofore  unknown 
to  our  laws  and  institutions.  Claiming  to  define  their  own  legal 
rights,  they  have  so  far  forgotten  the  rights  of  the  public  as  to 
withhold  vouchers  and  funds  to  which  Uiey  can   have  no  title. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  change  directed 
to  be  made  by  the  secretary  of  war,  was  called  for  by  the  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  understood  that  the  change  has  been  con- 
fined to  a  substitution  of  the  local  banks  of  deposite  for  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  at  those  places  where 
local  banks  of  deposite  have  been  selected.  Where  the  public 
funds  are  yet  deposited  in  the  branches  of  the  United  Stales 
bank,  these  brandies  are  yet  the  agents  for  making  the  pay- 
ments, by  appointment  of  the  secretary  of  war,  under  the  act 
of  June  7th,  1832.  Where  the  change  has  been  made,  the  busi- 
ness is  to  be  done  by  the  new  agency  without  any  charge  what- 
ever to  the  government. 

The  reason  and  propriety  therefore  of  the  measure  are  ob- 
vious. The  object  is  to  direct  the  banks  holding  the  public  mo- 
ney, to  pay  out  this  money  to  persons  claiming  it  under  the  act 
of  June  7th,  1832,  instead  of  having  the  funds  drawn  from  these 
banks  and  placed  in  the  United  States  bank  and  its  branches,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  doing  what  the  former  may  do  as  well.  To 
have  continued  the  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in 
making  these  payments — when  the  public  moneys  were  in  other 
banks,  would  have  been  unnecessarily  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of  the  public  funds,  to 
draw  large  amounts  of  specie  from  time  to  time  from  the  se- 
lected banks,  to  hoard  in  its  own  vaults,  thereby  to  increase 
for  its  own  purposes,  a  needless  and  unjustifiable  pressure  on 
the  people. 

It  remains  to  be  considered  what  effect  this  unwarrantable 
act  of  the  bank  may  have  upon  the  future  payments  to  be  made 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  1832.  The  committee  called  upon  the  secre- 
tary of  war  for  information  on  this  point,  and  herewith  subm-it 
the  answer  which  has  been  received.  It  appears  that  on  the 
1st  of  January  last,  the  bank,  as  disbursing  agent  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832,  held  of  public 
moneys  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  this  object,  the  sum  of 
$470,546  98.  Since  then,  other  payments,  to  a  comparatively 
small  amount  may  have  been  made,  and  it  is  possible  that  sub- 
sequent settlements  may  further  reduce  this  balance.  This 
sum  had  been  regularly  dravvH  from  the  treasury  by  warrants  in 
the  usual  way,  and  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  bank  to  be 
disbursed.  The  act  of  1832  makes  a  standing  appropriation  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect.  The 
bank,  by  withholding  the  sum  which  it  has  in  possession,  stands 
in  the  situation  of  any  other  defaulting  disbursing  agent,  and  a 
sum  equal  to  that  which  it  thus  wrongfully  retains,  must  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  a()plied  to  the  payments,  until  the 
amount  withheld  by  it  shall  be  recovered.  The  detention  of  the 
books  and  papers  by  the  bank,  will  not  necessarily  postpone  the 
payments  until  the  possession  of  such  books  and  papers  may  be 
recovered  from  the  bank;  but  it  will  render  it  necessary  for  the 
department  of  war  to  make  out  new  lists  of  those  entitled  to 
pay,  and  there  is  no  probability  that  this  can  be  done  sufficient- 


ly early  to  enable  the  payments  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832, 
to  be  made  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  especially  at  the  distant 
agencies,  agreeably  t'j  the  establi.-hed  usage.  The  labor  of  pre- 
paring new  liL?ts  and  papers  is  understood  to  be  great,  and  with 
all  the  care  that  can  be  taken,  there  will  be  a  liability  to  error, 
in  many  cases,  until  the  present  agiMits  settle  their  accounts, 
resulting  from  the  uncerlainly  of  the  periods  to  which  the  pay- 
menis  may  have  been  made.  But  as  no  surviving  claijnants 
have  been  paid  to  a  period  later  than  the  'lib  of  September  last, 
all  who  are  now  living  may  be  paid  on  the  4lh  of  March,  lor  the 
iialf  year  ending  at  that  time. 

If  any  inconvenience  should  be  felt  by  any  of  those  veterans 
of  the  revolution,  aw  tlie  committee  believe  it  will  be  by  all,  liy 
the  delay  which  will  take  place  in  the  payment  of  the  next  an- 
iinity  due  to  tiieni,  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  unjustifiable  con- 
duct of  the  bunk  in  interposing  to  tliwart  the  views  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  withholding  from  the  officers  of  tlie  government 
the  public  money  and  public  property,  to  which  they  do  not 
pretend  to  have  any  claim.  Tlie  c«jinmitee  cannot  condemn, 
in  terms  too  strong,  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  this  transaction. 
The  bank  withholds  from  the  public  service  the  large  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-six 
dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents,  and  thus  puts  the  government  to 
the  inconvenience  of  applying  other  iunds  to  the  objects  for 
which  the  aum  they  retain  was  appropriated  and  drawn  from  the 
treasury. 

So  far  as  respects  the  delivery  of  the  public  property  in  their 
possession,  they  refuse  to  obey  the  instructions  issued;  but  so 
far  as  respects  the  termination  of  the  duty  of  making  payments, 
they  yield  a  ready  acquiescence,  and  yet  there  is  the  same  au- 
thority for  the  one  order  as  for  the  other.  But  in  the  former 
case,  they  have  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  the  course  they 
pursue.  In  the  latter,  their  interest  is  not  al  stake,  and  no  one 
suffers  but  tlie  government,  which  must  advance  other  funds  to 
supply  the  place  of  those  illegally  retained  by  the  bank,  and  the 
veterans  of  the  revolution,  who  must  wait  for  the  amount  due 
them  until  the  necessary  documents  can  be  prepared  to  justify 
the  payment. 

The  existing  laws  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  ade- 
quate to  enable  the  government  to  effect  a  recovery  from  the 
bank  of  its  money  and  property,  and  theretore  they  propose  no 
measure  or  legislation  in  this  respect.  Neither  is  any  further 
appropriation  required  to  supply  the  place  of  the  sum  thus  re- 
taiiu^d  by  the  bank;  for,  as  hai  been  already  remarked,  the  act 
of  June  7,  1832,  makes  a  slandirig  appropriation  of  the  sums  ne- 
cessary to  carry  its  provisions  into  efiect.  If  the  bank,  or  any 
other  disbursing  agent  for  the  payment  of  these  claims,  become 
defaulters  and  refuse  to  pay  over  the  public  moneys  placed  in 
their  hands  to  make  such  payments,  the  meritorious  class  of 
citizens  provided  for  by  the  act,  cannot,  on  that  account,  be  de- 
prived of  their  rights,  though  some  of  them  may  experience  de- 
lay ill  receiving  the  sums  due  to  them,  as  in  this  case  they  proba- 
bly will,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  with- 
holding the  public  books  and  papers,  by  which  the  exact  amount 
of  iheir  claims  is  to  be  ascertained. 

The  committee  deem  the  course  of  the  bank  such  in  this 
case,  as  to  justify  the  repeal  of  the  several  provisions  constitut- 
in;r  llieni  pension  agents,  under  the  invalid  acts  and  the  acts  of 
1818  and  1820.  There  seems  to  be  no  propriety  in  the  separa- 
tion of  these  duties,  but  as  one  may  be  conveniently  performed 
by  the  agents,  selected  by  ihe  secretary  of  war,  so  may  the 
oilier.  There  seems  to  be  a  propriety  too,  in  confiding  to  a  re- 
sitonsible  officer  of  the  government,  the  duly  of  making  these 
payments,  raiher  than  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible 
corporation.  They  thereiore  recommend  this  course,  and  re- 
port a  bill  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folk,  the  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  which  accompanied  this 
report: 

A  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  paying  pensions  heretofore  grant- 
ed by  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  all  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,  authoris- 
ing or  requiring  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  or  its  branches 
to  pay  any  pen^ix)ns  granted  under  tlie  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  and  such 
payments  shall  be  hereafter  made  at  such  times  and  places,  by 
such  persons  or  corporations,  and  under  such  regulations,  as 
the  secretary  of  war  may  direct.] 

NEW  YORK  BANKS. 

BANKS    NOT    SUBJECT   TO    THE    BANK    FUND    LAW. 

Banks.  Capital. 

Manhattan  company    ------        ^2,050,000 

Fulton  bank      --------         600^000 

North  River  bank  -------      500,000 

Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company  -  -  -  500,000 
Chemical  Manufacturing  company  .  -  _  -  400,000 
Dry  Dock  company  ------  200,000 

Long  Island  bank  -        - 300,000 

Dutchess  County  bank      -        -        -        -        -        -  90,000 

Commercial  bank         ____---     235,000 

Bank  of  Rochester  .-,.--         osonoQ 


$5,115,000 
Am'tof  capital  of  safety  fund  banks  brought  forward  ,^-22,731,460 


Total  capital  of  slate  banks 


^27,846,460 


440 


NILES'  REGISTER— FEB.  22,  1834— NEW  YORK  BANKS. 


New  York  banks  subject  to  the  bank  fund  law,  in  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1834. 


BA.NE;. 


America  -       _       _ 

Mechanics' 
Merchants'     -  , 
New  Vork       ,   « 
Union      -        - 
National      -        -       - 
City        _        -       _       - 
Merchants'  Exchange 
Phenix    -       -        -        - 
Leather  Manufacturers' 
Tradesmen's 
Seventh  Ward    - 
Butchers'  &  Drovers'     - 
Mechanics'  &.  Traders' 
Greenwich      -        -        - 
Brooklyn     -       -        _ 
Westchester  County 
Newburgh   -        -        - 
Orange  County 
Poughkeepsie 
Ulster  County 
Catskill 

Tanners'         _        _        - 
Hudson  River 
Albany   -        -        -       - 
Mechanics'  &  Farmers' 
New  York  State     - 
Canal  _        _        _ 

Troy        -        -        -        - 
Farmers'  &  Mechanics' 
Merchants'  &  Mechanics' 
Troy  City    -        -        - 
Lansingburgh 
Whitehall 
Essex  County 
Saratoga  County 
Mohawk 
Schenectady 
Montgomery  County 
Central        -        _        _ 
Otsego  County 
Herkimer  County 
Broome  County 
Chenango    - 
Madison  County     - 
Utica  and  Branch 
Rome      -        - 
Lewis  County     - 
Jefferson  County    - 
Ogdensburgh 
Oswego  -        -        -        - 
Salina  _        _       - 

Onondaga  County 
Auburn        -        -        - 
Cayuga  County 
Seneca  County 
Geneva  -        -        -        - 
Ithica  _       _       - 

Yates  County 
Chemung  Canal 
Steuben  County     - 
Wayne  County 
Ontario  and  Branch 
Livingston  County 
Monroe  _        _        - 

Genesse       _        -        - 
Lockport         .        -       - 
Buffalo        -        -        - 
Chautauque  County 


$2,001,200 

2,000,000 

1,490,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

750,000 

720,000 

750,000 

500,000 

600,000 

400,000 

500,000 

500,000 

200,000 

200,000 

200,000 

200,000 

140,000 

105,660 

100,000 

100,000 

150,000 

100,000 

150,000 

240,000 

442,000 

369,600 

300,000 

440,000 

278,000 

300,000 

300,000 

120,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

165,000 

150,000 

100,000 

120,000 

100,000 

200,000 

100,000 

120,000 

100,000 

600,000 

100,000 

100,000 

80,000 

100,000 

150,000 

150,000 

150,000 

200,000 

250,000 

200,000 

400,000 

200,000 

100,000 

200,000 

150,000 

100,000 

500,000 

100,000 

300,000 

100,000 

100,000 

200,000 

100,000 


oi" 


379,866 
719,830 
618,528 
630,313 
503,253 
204,908 
289,793 
231,307 
222,592 
249,253 
181,928 
94,128 
256,024 
172,725 
136,355 
154,354 
256,360 
234,882 
192,699 
190,523 
163,§02 
233,561 
186,666 
284,297 
191,342 
202,098 
230,351 
111,098 
141,152 
141,845 
101,710 
119,263 
116,419 
147,161 
73,984 
150,116 
49,800 
235,551 
128,641 
158,189 
171,408 
264,309 
168,688 
190,485 
185,152 
498,716 
165,043 
86,242 
121,971 
155,779 
158,153 
174,746 
204,425 
302,267 
192,918 
290,476 
502,638 
349,470 
175,360 
248,302 
258,801 
159,309 
279,466 
165,092 
330,631 
194,934 
143,713 
164,100 
122,024 


,^1 


112,500 


50,000 
113,771 


112,500 
50,000 


37,500 


78,500 
142,537 
144,950 
124,226 
183,600 

50,000 
261,437 

50,000 

56,191 

49,050 
37,954 


27,000 

125,028 

17,294 


30,000 

13,379 

75,642 

115,359 


20,225 

20,280 


50,031 
116,046 

136,028 
27,000 
59,601 
84,950 


Discounted  notes 
Bonds  and  mortgages 
Debts  in  judgment 
Debts  in  suit 
Special  loans    - 
Over  drafts, 


,122,731,460   15,402,705     2,572,590  46,496,492     2,196,957  *2,548,640|  *3,092,902 
Jlggregate  statement  of  sixty-nine  banks  reporting  to  the  bank  commissioners,  January  1st,  1834. 


4,126,292 
4,199,218 
2,083,673 
2,340,166 
]  ,688,822 
1,157.917 
1,625;459 
1,426,249 
1,154,300 
935,759 
896,485 
639,867 
1,169,203 
485,928 
488,037 
443,208 
355,744 
347,465 
255,284 
249,492 
234,605 
356,124 
236,237 
264,510 
559,299 
1,069,853 
887,666 
812,336 
972,246 
675,180 
729,101- 
511,821 
254,992 
243,534 
145,365 
249,502 
252,168 
358,044 
245,298 
260,188 
242,300 
337,239 
236,705 
279,485 
238,698 
1,211,015 
246,679 
116,610 
192,918 
206,559 
307,122 
367,258 
357,662 
456,813 
310,267 
436,715 
769,947 
459,fe69 
245,610 
302,495 
342,695 
249,202 
970,588 
244,304 
694,517 
249,857 
233,151 
298,647 
218,211 


369,496 

281,714 

143,651 

132,985 

91,054 

66,279 

100,744 

82,822 

109,034 

57,910 

49,797 

38,530 

38,993 

15,971 

26,297 

10,104 

13,629 

20,522 

14,476 

8,044 

4,064 

6,828 

6,726 

5,772 

23,725 

25,607 

22,017 

5,781 

11,463 

9,920 

7,210 

9,005 

9,549 

8.178 

5^513 

6,048 

10,431 

13,808 

7,151 

7,946 

4,oao 

11,867 

5,452 

7,973 

6,831 

30,992 

11,903 

5,852 

11,865 

11,689 

9,355 

7,776 

11,465 

15,993 

18,242 

13,074 

16,181 

3,658 

6,787 

7,108 

28,623 

6,769 

14,030 

9,740 

16,018 

13,004 

13,184 

34,062 

9,891 


s 

§1 


99,900 
24,827 

160,877 
77,398 
77,008 
97,601 
58,701 

110,309 

109,299 
36,176 

5,612 
41,413 
21,262 
22.052 
11J042 

4,450 
12,700 
20.836 
25;270 
10,807 
34,387 
13,385 
26,722 
40,420 
77,730 
55,245 
10,523 
61,971 
31,772 
46,010 

11,298 
25,347 
13,276 
11,650 
16,908 

9,921 
12,148 
19,463 

8,140 
21,813 
16,516 

8.237 
13,663 
45,252 
18,266 

4,108 

8,098 
20,210 

7,431 
12,361 
18,156 

6,300 
28,882 
23,950 

5,622 
19,962 
12,918 

8,981 
17,659 

9,393 
46,602 
24,959 
16,444 
15,610 
23,043 
27,392 
13,456 


■" '.S  "«  <u 

•S  ^  >^  CO 


336,400 

185,920 

87,185 

75,175 

164,492 

35,073 

132,026 

85,057 

182,904 

85,000 

95,522 

5,000 
107,240 
41,848 
37,700 
28,555 
12,187 
24,495 

9,848 
15,865 
16,159 

7,436 
11,928 
21,086 
22,405 
24,032 
46,241 
83,276 
70,102 
25,.579 
51,323 
91,482 
15,252 

7,502 
10,665 
16,482 
32,569 
34,882 
18,269 
17,437 
24,414 
36,156 

9,319 
26,785 

9,662 

125,405 

10,944 

7,114 

8,296 
12,712 
23,810 
11,822 
20,799 

9,524 
52,275 
16,493 
35,026 
26,638 
19,533 
11,512 
24,793 
23,622 
97,582 

5,998 
25,835 
14,400 

16,555 
14,377 


153,500 
42,900 

20,000 

135,400 
77,900 

103,230 
78,200 
46,423 
85,800 
71,920 

134,900 
47,250 
45,725 
30,500 

108,700 
26,550 
36.592 
7,111 
35,250 
^,750 

52,650 

56,700 

24,900 

109,759 

56,380 
61,230 
71,360 
49,750 
50,000 
20,760 
29,223 
4,675 
36,675 
27,470 
39,900 
35,850 
72,180 
64,850 
39/)75 
37,625 
43,530 
52,050 
93,720 
28,900 
21,250 
19,650 
45.750 
14,450 
61,709 
34.500 
9i;975 
59,500 
61,800 
74,800 
87,240 
52,000 
37,750 
38,500 
31,075 
48,050 
90,609 
95,725 
26,580 
36,950 
87,000 
17,750 


3,568,405 


$43,712,955  98 
730,951  51 
302,700  99 
131,140  80 
1,421,876  30 
196,867  28 


-M6,496,492  86 

121,249  11 

1,071,100  15 

14,255  94 

208,201  20 

71 


Stocks  owned  by  the  banks 

Real  estate        __-_.. 

Personal  estate     -----. 

Expenses  .-____ 

Bank  fund     --------        229,8 

Specie       .--.----  2,196,957  79 

Bills  of  oj|i(!rsolv(Mil  banks  -        .        -        -    5,623,522  53 

C^Hsli  items         --------     844,037  12 

T»»ic  lioiri  nilier  forporation?  and  bankers    -        -    7,536,226,29 
Due  from  branch  bunks    ------    438,934  55 


Capital  possessed 
Bank  notes  in  circulation 
Profits  -        -        -        _        _ 

Deposites  to  apply  on  debts 
Dividends  unpaid         -        -        - 
Due  state  of  New  York     - 
"  commissioners  of  canal  fund 
"  United  States    -        _        - 
"  other  banks  r-        -        - 

"  individual  depositors 
Special  loans        -        -        -        - 
Due  parent  banks  by  branches 


$22,730,264  00 

15,402,705  54 

3,005,560  77 

141,563  19 

186,168  76 

78,321  54 

2,572,590  85 

2,409,533  86 

8,722,281  76 

8,402,739  36 

694,106  89 

437,016  72 


$64,782,8f.3  25 


,<ti64,782,853  25       *'J'<)!zrfli<4f^,6 11.542— or  one-fourth  of  the  whole  capital. 
END  OF  VOLUME  FORTY-t'lVE. 
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(^General  directions.     For  things  happening  in  Great  Britain,  France,   &c.  or  the  several  states,  see  their  own 

proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  congress,  &c. 

Islands  256;  fire  404;  Grey,  lord  5,  431;  444; 
bail  storm  383;  imprisonment  for  debt  415; 
Ireland,  statistics  of  1 18;  riots  174, 209,  351 , 
384, 404, 431;  of  the  repeal  of  the  union  209; 
great  funeral  209;  famine  in  414,  431;  coer- 
cion bill  404,415,444;  Jewish  disabiliiied 

350,  389;  king's  speech  54;  his  drawing 
room  101;  declaration  332;  address  to  the 
prelates  351;  knowledge,  for  the  promotion 
of  404;  laborers  428;  Lander's  exped.  &c.  5, 
209,260;  libel  404;  Mina. gen.  383;  ministry 
303,  332,  350,  399, 426, 431 ,  444;  military  pu- 
nishment 444;  money  86,218,  351;  Morn- 
ing Post  404;  Napier,  adm.  404;  navy  102, 
404;  N.  Holland  383,399;  Nova  Scotia  332; 
O'Connell209,  351,413;  parliament  21, 209, 

351,  389,  404;  Polish  exiles  351;  poor  rates 
365;  poor  laws  415;  population  174,  381; 
proxy  voting  102;  proleslanls  383;  queen 
101,  332,  351,415,  444;  railway  parish  rates 
150;  reforms  102,  209,256,  365,382;  reve- 
nue 5,  102, 174;  Rice,  Mr.  383;  riots  102, 
174;  relation  with  Russia  5;  shipments  to 
America  5;  specie  exporlations  1,21;  sta- 
tistics 119,  174, 191,  253,  365,  381,  382,  384, 
404;  stocks  174,  260;  storm  5:  larriffite 
queen  101:  trades'  unions  260:  treaty  with 
the  four  powers  351:  vestrymen  191:  Wel- 
lington, duke  444:  wheat,  importations  of  5 

Brown,  George  56,72,81,133 

Brown,  Alexander  81,87,95,102 

Brown,  John  A.  and  the  president       85 
Brutality,  case  of  152 

Bryant,  Mr.  314:  Burden  Mr.  398 

Burges,  Tristam  396;  Butler,  B.  F.  97,297 

Cabinet  at  Washington  291,  313,  331,347 
Cachemire  shawls  422 

Cage,  Mr.  84,  203 

Calhoun,  John  C.  his  speech  on  the  pre- 
sident's protest,  213;  his  reply  to  an  invita- 
tion to  a  dinner  405 
Caldwell.  Mr.  384 
Canada — dissentions  in  35,85,191,244, 
York,  called  Toronto  148;  Mr.  Gates  149; 
commerce   of  253;   emigrations  244,  260, 
368,  381,  429,  442;  statistics  253;  banks  356; 
competition  on   the  St.  Lawrence  332;  co- 
lored settlement  347;  cholera  362,  379,  399, 
412,  429,  442,  444;  internal  impro.          ^410 
Canals— Chesapeake  and  Ohio  101,  119, 
133,  149,  326,  442;   New  York  173;   Penn- 
sylvania 173,  255,256,  301;  Erie  191;  Che- 
sapeake and  Delaware  260;  Delaware  and 
Raritan  260;  steam  navigation  in  301;  sheet 
iron  gigs  382;  grand  project  of  a  ship      442 
Carriage  wheel  guard                            317 
Cape  de  Verd  Islands                             167 
Cape  May,  trip  to                                   315 
Carey,  M.  compliments  to            124,  433 
Carrihgton,  Mr.                                       146 
Cass,  gen.                                              429 
Censuses  of  the  U.  S.  tabular  statement 
of  the  several  424;  continuation  of  do.  425 
Challenge  to  duel                                  203 
Chambers,  E.  F.               33,  146,298,409 
Charles  X  and  Don  Carlos                  383 
Chilton,  Mr.                                            172 
China  trade  and  the  U.  S.  bank  86;  Chi- 
nese crackers                                              316 
Cholera— 35,  102,  173, 1 74, 205, 218,  255, 
256,260,  292,316,  332,  361,  362,  379,383, 
399,  412,429,431,  442,443,444;  Dr.  Man- 
ley's  prescription  for  the                         431 
Christ,  Dr.  Cox  on  the  complexion  of  301 
Christian  publications                            404 
Church  proscription                              260 
Churchill,  Mr.  of  Maine                        409 
Circulation  of  values,  &c.  essay  on  the  1 
Circumnavigation                                   316 
Classification  of  the  human  species    301 
Clay, H.  67, 204, 241, 257,259,  395;  letters 
from  166,  417 — see  cons,ress;  accident  to  329 
Clayton,  Mr.  of  Def.  109,  314— see  con- 
gress, 
Clayton,  Mr.  of  Georgia                      251 
Cloths,  sale  of                                     190 


Abolitionists'  riots         190;  332,  346,  357 
Abolition  laws  of  England  430 

Accidents  191,  301,  398,  441 

Adams,  John  Q,.  retort  to  Mr.  Polk  51; 
various  83,  84;  on  internal  improvement 
380;  his  views  of  the  pressure  and  relief 
121;  literary  works  of  256;  reply  to  the  Sa- 
lem invitation  409;  suppressed  speech  448 
Addington,  H.  U.  444 

^rolites,  fall  of  119 

.^ronautic  expedition  177 

Jlfrica — sale  of  Cape  Palmas  174;  slave 
trade  317 

Agricultural  labor  reduced  by  improved 
implements,  &c.  345,  393,  426 

J2/gicrs— march  of  civilization  in        366 
t^labama — of  the  controversy  35,   118; 
meetings  87;  the  Alabama  river  255;  elec- 
tions 430,  443 
Albany  Argus         114,187,242,259,291 
Allan,  Mr.  of  Ky.  122 
Alley,  Saul                                              243 
Allen,  Mr.  of  Ohio                                361 
Amendments  of  the  constitution         421 
American  Weekly  Mercury                 334 
American  ingenuity,  Mr.  Bates'  on    388 
Americans,  foreign  opinions  of  302,  388 
Ancient  opinions  334;  copper  coin  384; 
jealousy  over  the  purse  strings                428 
Andrews,  M.  A.  death  of                    444 
Anecdotes                                        17, 185 
Annual  productions  U.  S.  essay  on  the  1 
Anti-masons,  correspondence   between 
gov.  Davis  and  the                                    433 
Appointments  by  the  president  and  the 
senate  18,  132,  149,  291,  297,  313,  314,  332, 
34  7,  369;  appointment  of  editors            314 
Appropriations  by  congress          348,  447 
Arbuckle,  col.  Matthew  dinner  to      379 
Arkansas — Judges'    draughts    347,  362; 
cholera                                                      205 
Army,  U.  S.  156,  381,  389;  promotions, 
&c.                                                            407 
Arson                                                   191 
Audubon's  ornithology                         332 
Aurora,  the                                             407 
Australia                                        413, 423 
Austrian  frigates  arrive  85 
Awful  calamity                                     149 

Baltimore — Susquehannah  branch  bank 
5,  33;  bank  of  Maryland  65,  66,  67,  94,  108, 
•218,245,255;  U.  S.  Insurance  Co.  145,245; 
Savings  Inst.  171,  245;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee sent  to  Washington,  with  the  cards, 
letters,  &c.  and  case  of  Mr.  McKim  30, 
34,  49,  55,  56,  57,  70,  81,  107,  203;  the 
market  house  memorial  81;  pressure  at87, 
133;  number  of  buildings  87,  346;  sale  of 
property  118;  orphans'  fair  118;  Mechanics 
bank  133;  Savings  bank  185;  Franklin  do. 
190;  Union  do.  347;  congressional  orators 
at  129,  146;  whig  meeting  130,  165;  Jack- 
son do.  173,  196;  riot  130;  politics  190,  203; 
Virginia  money  in  circulation  133;  insol- 
vents 86,  118, 133, 149;  honors  to  Lafayette 
329;  produce  from  Wheeling  430,442;  Ta- 
ney, Mr.  at  361;  the  John  Gilpin  381;  emi- 
grants 398;  health  of  399,  444 
Balloons  85,  148,  177,  292,  379,  397,  444 
Bancrofl,Mr.  149,401 
Banks — failures  of  the  bank  of  N.  Bruns- 
wick 5;  the  Port  Deposite,  at  Baltimore  5, 
33;  certain  in  the  Dist.  of  Col.  97,  11.3,  117, 
132, 330;  bank  of  Maryland  65, 66, 67, 82, 94, 
108,  118,  218,  245,  254,  362,  393;  Md.  Sav- 
ings Inst.  171,245;  bank  of  Chattahoochie, 
Geo.  133;  bank  of  Salisbury  133;  bank  of 
Millington  245;  reports  of  failures,  &c.  18, 
51,  97;  bank  of  England  356;  banks  of  Ca 
nada  356;  Mechanics  and  Traders  of  New 
Orleans  172;  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia  132; 
of  Georgia  210;  deposite  banks  .5,  126,399; 
banks  of  Pittsburgii  17;  Planters  bank  of 
Natchez  86,87;  state  bank  of  Kentucky  17, 
86;  do.  of  N.  Carolina  149;  bank  of  Louis- 
ville 17;  Girard  bank  50,  67,  i;]3,  172,  430, 
445;  Western  bankof  Penn.  17;  guaranties 


of  certain  132;  Union  bank  of  Tennessee 
84,  85, 317,  442;  new  banks  incorporated  17, 
81,  86, 188,299;  bank  of  Suffolk  85;  Union, 
of  Maryland  67,  68,  347;  safety  fund  banks 
of  N.  York  86;  Mechanics'  bank  of  Balti- 
more 133;  bank  of  the  Metropolis  172; 
Farmers  and  Mechanics  bank  of  Albany 
118;  Savings  bank  of  Baltimore  185;  Me- 
chanics bank  of  Patterson,  N.J.  245;  New 
Hampshire  banks  350;  of  the  stale  banks 
356;  Augusta  banks,  Geo.  of  the  combina- 
tion of  411;  robberies  of  certain  172,  245, 
301;  plan  for  equalizing  the  circulation  299; 
bank  U.  S.  statements  of  its  discounts,  con- 
dition, &c.  33,54,  126,  184,  242,257,330, 
362,  411, 432;  importations  of  specie  by  133; 
value  of  the  notes  of  the  86,  188;  dividend 
332;  facilities  of  the  86;  proceedings  of  the 
board  127;  nomination  of  directors,  &c.  1, 
35,  50,  145,  169, 180, 182, 188,  203,217,  243, 
332;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania concerning  the  85,  428;  certain 
paragraphs  concerning  86,  87,205,  364,427; 
Albany  memorial  for  a  branch  126;  of  the 
examining  committee  149,  171,  187;  of  the 
publishing  their  report217;  the  reports  221, 
225;  branch  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  130;  in- 
consistencies of  its  enemies  97,  98;  vote  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  19;  of  its  dis- 
counts 217,  257,  362;  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  N. 
Y.  com.  355;  editorial  remarks  98, 109;  com. 
mittee  on  finance  in  the  senate,  correspon- 
dence with  the  370;  the  Lyile  correspon- 
dence 310;  N.  Hampshire  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  335;  profits  by  the  gold  bills 
394;  congressional  reports  38,  57 

Baring  &  Brothers  255,  256 

Barry,  W.  T.  203,  313,  388,  396 

Barbarism  381 

Bayard,  James  A.  1;  Richard  H.         242 
Beardsley,  Mr.  87,  149,  244 

Belgium — affairs  with  Holland  102,351; 
rebuilding  citadel  of  Antwerp  431;  king 
burnt  in  effigy  102;  his  visit  to  Paris  431; 
his  difference  with  the  duke  of  Orleans  119; 
Jerome  Bonaparte  ordered  to  quit  Brussels 
383;  riot  in  209;  Orange  predilections  351 
Bentick,  lord  William  316 

Benton,  Thomas  H.      148,  173,  259,  361 
Bibb,  Geo.  M.  416 

Bills,  on  England  86;  of  credit    201,210 
Binney,  Mr.  129,  146,  298 

Birds,  account  of  certain  167 

Black,  Mr.  84 

Black  wife  wanted  346,  380 

Blair,  James,  death  of  85;  Blue  book  293 
Bonaparte,  Jos.  N.  protest  against  the 
proscription  254;  Joseph,  Lucien  and  Je- 
rome .332,  383,  429;  the  family  claims    444 
Book  manufacture  in  U.  S.  87,  442 

Borrowed  capital  87 

Boston — exchanges  84;  discounts  87;  ar- 
rangements of  dealers  86;  pressure  in  86; 
whig  salute  116;  revenue  99;  debt  174;  sales 
of  wool  and  woollens  150,  190;  gamblers 
punished  174;  Bunker  Hill  monument  189; 
Potomac  frigate  at  256;  "figure  head"  189, 
329,  347;  collection  for  the  Poles  348;  na- 
tional vessels  at  381;  cause  of  fire  in  384; 
relative  to  the  burning  of  the  convent  413, 
438;  school  festival  442 

Bouldin,  J.  W.  51 

Bowen,  Thomas  C.  elopement  of       172 
Breathitt,  gov.  death  of  17 

Breach  of  trust  172 

British  affairs. 
Agricultural  distress  209;  Amer.  charge' 
383;  arrival  (valuable)  444;  bank  356;  books 
donations  of  385;  Bitten,  bishop 404;  Boyd, 
Mr.  case  of  his  murder  404;  Brougham,  lord 
404;  Cambridge  383;  cholera  383,  431;  Car- 
los, Don.  in  383;  the  church,  &c.  102,  260, 
350,351,382,383,403;  convicts  transported 
5;  corn  Iaws5,  102;  crops  351;  debt  119,382, 
384;  the  drama  205;  Durham  404;  emigra- 
tion 383;  e.Tuivalentsofgold  and  wheat  362; 
expenditures  174;  executions  191;  Falkland 


INDEX. 


Ill 


Coal,  duty  132;  trade  315,  397;  discovery 

of  ill  India  316;  do.  in  Greece  384;  regions 

in  remiiiylvaiiia  38{) 

Cobboli'ti  slander  of  Lafayette  "260;  liis 

profanity  314;  views  on  education  393,  401 

Coekburn,  admiral  174 

Coffin,  sir  Isaac  429 

Coffin,  ca|»tain  Joshua  444 

Coincidence  of  deailis  380 

Coins— value  of  certain  252,  300;  coina^e 

in  France  315;   U.  S.  laws  regulatini^  3'il, 

337,  338 
Golden,  Cadwallader  D.  death  of  1 

Colonization  society  of  Maryland        174 
ColurHbuK,  Christopher  380 

Combs  ]9i 

Commercial  Intelligencer  86 

Commercial  terms  397 

Commerce  and  navigation,  U.  S.  99,  346, 
361,371;  do.  of  New  York  410 

Confessional,  the  173 

Confirmations  by  the  U.  S.  senate      329 

Cons,rcss. 
Adams,  Mr.  J.  a.  8,  25.  38,  51,  53,  107, 
137,  138,  152,  176,  177,  193,  220,  221,  247, 
248,262,263,307,321;  on  the  deposite  banks 
89,90,  262,  295;  to  amend  the  journals  137, 
138;  to  restrict  small  notes  in  tlie  District 
152;  concerning  the  majority  of  the  bank 
committee  220;  paying  honors  to  general 
Lafayette,  306;  adjournment  of  congress 
107,  151,  194,  195,  207,  220,  246,  262,  305, 
319,  320,  321;  agent  for  tlie  deposite  banks 
103,  104;  agent  at  Havana  194;  Albany  me- 
snorial — card  concerning  119,  Mr.  Web- 
ster's explanation  134;  Allan,  Mr.  of  Ky. 
70,  89,  90,  106,  207,  247,  248;  Allen,  Mr.  of 
Vt.  106,  177;  Allen,  Mr.  of  Va.  193;  Alley, 
Saul  183;  amendments  of  the  constitution 
421;  American  state  papers  192,  206;  An- 
thony, Mr.  69,  106,  120,  207,  295;  appro- 
priations 7,  8,  38,  53,  69,  89,  90,  107,  119, 
120,137,138,  150,  151,  152,  176,177,192, 

193,  194,  195,  203,  207,  262,  263,  294,  295, 
296,304,  305,  306,307,  318,  319,320,321; 
Archer,  Mr.  38,  90,  176,  177,  306,  307;  Ar- 
kaasas  175,  192,  248,  321;  army  38,  53,  69, 
88,  192,  194;  tactics  of  the  107;  pay  of  sur- 
geons 261;  fortifications  207,  296,  320,  321; 
armory  53,  262,  294:  Ashley,  Mr.      70,  152 

Baltimore — whig  meeting  151;certain  ves- 
sels sunk  at  296,  305,  306:  marine  hospital 
321;  balances  296;  banks— bank  U.  S.  me- 
morials, resolutions,  &c.  5,  6,  7,  8,  22,  23, 
24,  25,  35,  36,  37,  38,  51,  52,  53,  54,  57,  67, 
68,  69,  70,  87,  88,  89,  90,  103,  104,  105,  106, 
107,  119,  120,  133,  135,  136,  137,  150,  151, 
152,  175,   176,  177,  192,194,206,207,218, 

219,  220,  245,  246,  261,262,263,295,296, 
304, 305, 306, 317,319, 320;  transfer  draughts 
206;  monthly  returns  23,  295;  Mr.  Web- 
ster's resolution  7;  his  bank  project  52,  53, 

67,  68,  69;  Mr.  Adams'  resolutions  220;  Mr. 
Clay's  joint  resolutions  219,  245,  246,  295; 
call  on  the  president  for  a  project  120;  Mr. 
Duncan's  project  151;  investigating  com- 
mittee's reports  208,  221,  225,  233;  printing 
of  do.  220;  Western  hank  oi  Philadelphia 
7;  Hartford  bank  7;  Phenix  bank  7;  Con- 
necticut river  bank  7;  New  Bedford  banks 
7;  Planters'  bank  at  Natchez  7,  22,  23; 
Connecticut  banks  8;  Mr.  Southard's  call 
for  inforniation  175;  his  resolution  institut- 
ing inquiries  318,  319;  Union  bank  of  Md. 

68,  88,  102;  agent  of  the  deposite  103,  104, 
119;  District  banks  119,  120,  136,  137,  151, 
152,  206,  248,  295;  eniployment  of  state 
banks  157;  nomination  of  directors  182, 
183;  small  notes  in  the  District  348;  Mr. 
Adam's  call  for  information  from  deposite 
banks  89,  90,262,  263;  general  abstract  of 
the  number  and  situation  of  state  banks 
356;  Banks,  Mr.  69,  177,  193,  194,  207,  246, 
247,248;  Barber,  Mr.  321;  Barrinuer,  Mr. 
177i  Barnitz,  Mr.  69,  70,  89,  106,  194,  207, 

220,  263;  Bates,  Mr.  120,  177,  194;  Baylies, 
Mr.  90;  Bayard, Mr.  183;  Bayou  pigeon  207; 
Beardsley,  Mr.  8,  90,  106,  120,  136,  176, 

194,  220,  247,  263;  Beale,  Mr.  of  Virginia 
106;  Bean,  Mr.  120;  Beaumont,  surgeon, 
38,  207;  Bell,  Mr.  of  N.  H.  37.  150,  207,220, 
304;  Bell,  Mr.  of  Ohio  220;  Bell,  Mr.  of  Ten. 
speaker  248,  264;  Beaty,  Mr.  151,248,  263, 
295;  Benton,  Mr.  67,  68,  88,  104,  133.  134, 
135,  176,  192,206,218,  219,  245,  246,  262, 
304,  318,  319,  403,  421;  Bibb,  Mr.  52,53,68, 
103,  119,  135,  136,150,  175,  192,  206,  218, 
219,  246,  261,  262,  294,  319,421;  Binney, 


Mr.  8,  23,  24,  53,  69,  106,  107, 120, 138, 176, 
207,  296;  Black,  Mr.  22,  52,  175,  319;  Blair, 
Mr.  of  S.  C.  89,  90;  Boon,  Mr.  107,  137, 
138,  151,  193,  im,  195,  208,  220;  Bouldin, 
James  W.  89;  books  for  the  use  of  mein 
hers  53;  bounty  lands  53;  brevet  rank  245; 
Briggs,  Mr.  SO,  138,  207,  220,  248;  Brown, 
Mr.  of  N.  C.  7,  38,  52,  103,  150,  151,  176, 
206,  295,  304;  Brown,  Mr.  of  N.  York  193, 
194;  Burgcs,  Mr.  38,  53,  54,  69,  70,  90,  104, 
106,  120,  176,  177,248,  263,  296,  306,  32U, 
321;  Burd,  Mr.  207,  220;  his  resolution  to 
connect  the  Chesapeake  and  Oliio  and 
Penn.  canal  220;  Bynum,  Mr.  106,  177,  193 
Cage,  Mr.  70,  194;  Caiiioun,  Mr.  52,  .53, 
67,  68,  89,  103,  104,  134,  135,  136,  154,  161, 
175,  176,  295,  304,  318,319,  his  amendment 
to  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolutions  on  the  pre- 
sident's protest  175;  his  speech  on  do.  213; 
CambreUng,  Mr.  8,  137,  193,  195,262,  320; 
Cami)bell,  Mr.  8;  calls  of  the  house  263; 
Canals — Louisville  and  Portland  25;  Che- 
sapeake and  Ohio  88,  193,  220,  263;  James 
River  207,  208;  Appalachicola  and  St.  An- 
drews 246;  Alexandria  246;  Wabash  and 
Erie  304;  from  Michigan  to  Illinois  306; 
canals  and  rail  roads  321;  Carr,  Mr.  120; 
census,  classification  317;  Chambers,  Mr. 
of  Md.  5,  7,  23,  37,  135,  150,  151,  175,  206, 
219,  245,  262,  294,  295,  304,318,319;  his 
resolution  concerning  draughts  150;  Cliani- 
bers,  Mr.  of  Pa.  69, 191,220;  chaplain  house 
321;  chart  of  foreign  coins  246;  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  88;  Chilton,  Mr.  38, 
90,  106, 120, 138, 151, 152, 177,  296;  his  post 
office  expose  151;  Chinn,  Mr.  70,  246; 
Ciioctaw  reservations  88, 104;  Choate,  Mr. 
70,  89.  90;  Clarke,  Mr.  90,177;  Clayton, 
Mr.  of'  Del.  7,  35,  52,  68,  89,  103,  104,  119, 
134,  136,  161,  164,  175,  192,  193,  206,  218, 
245, 246,  248,  305, 318;  remarks  on  tlie  New 
Castle  mem.  22;  do.  on  the  protest  154, 164; 
do.  on  the  Cherokee  mem.  264:  Clayton, 
Mr.  of  Geo,  136,  193,  208,  221,  264;  his  res. 
on  the  salary  of  officers  136,  137;  report 
306;  his  statement  of  the  N.  York  custom 
house  193;  relative  to  the  bank  of  U.  S.251; 
Clay,  Mr.  of  Ky.  his  res's.  on  the  deposite 
question  7,  23,  51,  88;  his  joint  do.  on  do. 
219, 245, 246, 295, 296;  do.  on  the  president's 
powers  37,  103;  do.  on  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland  68,  88;  reply  to  102;  various  7, 

22,  23,  37,  52,  53,  67,  68,  69,  87,  88,  89, 104, 
119,  134,  135,  136,  150,  151,  152,  175,  176, 

192,  193,  206,  218,  245,  246,  262,  295,  304, 
317,  318,  319,  320;  his  land  bill  175;  his 
report  on  do.  268;  his  appeal  to  the  vice 
president  36;  his  allusion  to  the  presence 
of  the  regency  204;  his  views  on  tlie  force 
act  104;  his  remarks  on  the  presentation  of 
the  Berks  county  memorial  7;  on  present- 
ing the  Troy  and  Schenectady  memorials 
125;  do.  the  Doylestown  204;  his  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Poindexter's  protest  resolu- 
tions 135;  resolutions  concerning  the  re- 
venue 176;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ala.  24,  69,  70, 120, 
194;  Ciowney,  Mr.  8;  coins — and  curren- 
cy 88,  90;  committee  on  finance  to  sit  in 
the  recess  318,  319;  do.  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
sident 319;  commutation  bill  107, 195;  Con- 
nor, Mr.  23,  24,  151,  194,  296;  speech  of 
210;  constitution  219, 246, 262;  Corwin,  Mr. 

106,  107,  119,  120,  152,  207; cotton,  loss  on, 
by  the  experiment  151;  Coulter,  Mr.  8, 176, 
263;  counterfeiting  of  foreign  coin  90;  Cra- 
mer, Mr.  107;  Crane,  Mr.  107;  Crockett, 
Mr.  speeches  of,  8,  38,  221,  295,  321;  va- 
rious 295,296;  Croghan,  col.  George  206, 
295;  Cumberland  road  69,89,  107,176,  192, 
194,  195,  296;  Cumberland  river  151;  cur- 
rency and  coins  88,  107,  177,  194,  245,  252, 
294,  296,  304,  318;  Curtis,  James  304;  cus- 
tom house  officers  107,  121, 152,  175, 176, 

193,  295;  do.  revenue  305 
Darlington,  Mr.  106;  Davis,  Mr.  of  S.  C. 

107,  193,296;  on  power  and  patronage  107; 
Davis,  Mr.  of  Ky.  220;  debates  in  the  senate 
— on  the  presentation  ofdeposite  memorials 
5,6,  7,  22,  36,  37,38,  51,  68, 151;  motion  to 
clear  the  galleries  133;  on  the  president's 
protest  161,213,249;  on  the  Seneca  coun- 
ty resolutions  192;  on  the  Indiana  me- 
morials 218;  on  the  post  office  dep.  403;  do. 
in  the  house  «f  reps,  on  the  pre.sentatinn  of 
memf>rials,  &c.  on  the  deposite  question 

23,  24,  25,  38;  on  the  general  a|)propriation 
bill  176;  on  the  motion  to  print  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  Letcher  and  Moore  I 


177;  on  the  propositions  to  reduce  certain 
salaries  193;  on  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress 221;  on  Mr.  Adams' resolution  call- 
ing for  information  concerning  the  depositts 
bunks  262,  309;  on  the  navy  ration  bill  320; 
on  the  resolution  amendatory  of  the  con- 
stitniion  relative  to  the  election  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  421;  Decatur,  Mrs. 
Susan,  8,  23,  137,  151;  Delaware  remon- 
strating iigaiiist  the  protest  193;  Denny, 
Mr.  23,  207,248,  296,  320;  Dennis,  L.  P. 
death  of,  119.  120;  deposite  banks  89,90, 
119,  137,  262,  263,  296,305,306,319;  Mr. 
Webster's  report  327;  number  of  deposite 
memorialists  119,  150,  262,299;  Dickson, 
Mr.  177,207;  Dickerson,  Mr.  of  N.  J.  70, 
90,  106,  194;  digest  of  state  banks  306;  di- 
plomatic services  90;  do.  correspondence 

192,  248,  294;  do.  code  262,  319;  directors 
U.  S.  bank  183, 184;  District  of  Columbia- 
slavery  in  the  25;  Pennsylvania  avenue 
70;  Potomac  bridge  90, 263,  319, 321;  Alex- 
andria 8,  90,  263,  319;  do.  canal  246,  321; 
the  failure  of  certain  banks  120,  136,  137, 
151;  appropriations  to  the  corporations  of 
the,  262;  do.  to  the  city  of  Washington 
262,263;  various  262,263,321;  small  notes 
152,248,263,321;  discriminating  duties  of 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  53;  dis- 
tribution of  the  census  264,295;  district  at- 
torney's, U.  S.  compensation  of  152;  docu- 
mentary history  U.  S.  304;  Duncan,  Mr.  his 
project  to  renew  the  U.  S.  bank  charter 
151,207;  duties  on  locomotive  engines  53, 
319;  do.  on  certain  pieces  of  sculpture  69; 
on  sugar  89;  on  imports  206,  207,  219,  262, 
293,  294;  on  certain  church  bells  206;  on 
hardware  and  manufactures  of  copper  and 
brass  219,  319;  on  lead  295,  306;  discrimi- 
nating 296 

Ellsworth,  Mr.  25,  70,  137,  220,  247,  296, 
321;  Elliott's  diplomatic  code  262,  319; 
election  of  speaker  248,  see  contested  elec- 
tions; election  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent 421;  Evans,  Mr.  of  Maine,  53,  90, 120, 

151,  220;  his  propositions  relative  to  the 
deposites  137;  Everett,  Mr.  E.  38,  90,  306, 
320;  his  bank  report  225;  Everett,  Mr.  H. 
8,  53,  151,  176,  193,  207,  248,  307;  Ewing, 
Mr.  of  Ohio,  7,  35,  38,  67,  88,  89,  104,  119, 
134,  155,  161,  175,  192,  206,219,245,261, 
304,  305,  317,  318;  his  resolutions  concern- 
ing post  office  department  67,  88,  261,  262, 
318;  his  report  on  ditto,  273,  318;  con- 
cerning district  banks  119;  Ewing,  Mr.  of 
Indiana,  24,  89,  107,  151,  177,  192,  193;  of 
his  plan  concerning  national  currency  107; 
executive  business  5,  7,  8,  22,23,69,88, 
89, 103, 134, 136, 151, 175, 1 76, 1^,  207, 220, 
262,  294,  295,  304,  305,  318, 319;  executive 
powers  37, 103;  examinations  and  surveys, 
&c.  247 

Fillebrown, Thomas,  jun.  103;  Fillmore, 
Mr.  8,  53,  69,  106,  137,  208,  263,  307;  Flo- 
rida 248,  321;  Foot,  Mr.  138,  176;  his  re- 
signation 195;  force  act,  repeal  of  the  89, 
103,104;  foreign  coins,  90,  177;  see  coins^ 
gold  and  silver,  &c.  foreign  ministers,  176; 
Forsvth,  Mr.  5,  7, 22,  37,  38,  67, 68,  88, 103, 
104, 134,  135, 150,  151,  161,  162,  175, 176, 

193,  206,  245,  246, 262,  294,  295,  304,  305, 
318;  his  amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexter's 
resolutions  on  the  president's  protest,  134, 
175,176;  his  scire  facias  proposition,  245, 
246;  his  speech  on  the  president's  protest, 
249;  foitifications,  8,  207,  296,  320,  321; 
Foster,  Mr.  25,  90,  305;  Fowler,  Mr.  194; 
franking  privilege  103;  Frelinghuysen,  Mr. 
7,  37,68,  89,  103,  134,  135,  176,  192,  206, 
245,  295,  305,  319;  remarks  on  introducim? 
memorial  from  Somerset  co.  135;  French 
spoliations,  23,  206,  245,  261,  362,  294,  295, 
308;  amount  of  claims,  308;  French  treaty, 
extension   of  the   commission   under    the 

152,  177,294;  Fuller,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  177, 194 

Galbraith,  Mr.  69,  70,  106,  1.52,  207;  gal- 
leries, order  to  clear  the  133;  Gamble,  Mr. 
120,  151,  177,207;  Garland,  Mr.  151,177, 
194,207;  Georgia  militia  claims  207,  294, 
296,  320;  Ghofson,  Mr.  38,  247;  Gilmer, 
Mr.  69,  1.52,  208,  307;  Gilpin,  Henry  D.  183; 
Gillet,  Mr.  264;  gold  and  silver  coin.«,  &c. 
88,  107,  177,  194,  245,  252,  294,  296,304, 
.306.  318;  Gordon,  Mr.  23,  24,  305;  Gorham, 
Mr.  53,  177,220,  232;  Graham,  Mr.  120, 151; 
Gravson,  Mr.  306;  Grennell,  Mr.  138,  220; 
Griffin,  Mr.  208;  Grundy,  Mr.  22,  23,  150, 
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151,  906,246,  262,  295,  318,319,  ^20;  his 
report  oii  the  post  office  282 

Ilall,  Mr.  of  Vermont,  177;  Hall,  Mr.  of 
North  Carolina,  23,  106,  151;  his  resolution 
to  reduce  the  revenue  23;  Hall,  Mr.  of 
Maine,  24;  Hatuer,  Mr.  21)8,247,  248;  Han- 
nagan,  Mr.  151,  248,  264;  harbors,  &c.  195, 

207,  296,  305,  321;  Hiudin,  Mr.  24,  90,  136, 
137,  151,  177,  195,  207,  208,  247,  248,  264; 
Hard,  Mr.  69;  Harper,  Mr.  ol  Penn.  23,  69, 
90,138,193;  Havves,  Mr.8,  24,  194;  Haw- 
kins, Mr.  320;  Heath,  Mr.  J.  P.  25, 136,  246; 
Heister,  Mr.  23,  69,  207,  220,  296,  321; 
Hendricks,  Mr.  88,  89,  136,  205,218,318, 
319;  his  remarks  on  presenting  cerlaui  me- 
morials in  favor  of  ilie  bunk,  218;  Hender- 
son, Mr.  of  Penn.  106,  120,  194;  Hill,  Mr.  7, 
23,  294,  304;  hospital  money,  305;  hour  of 
meeting  89,  306;   Hubbard,  Mr.  137,   138, 

208,  246,  248;  Hudson  river,  319,  320,321; 
Huntington,  Mr.  177,  193;  Hunterdon,  (N. 
J.)  245 

Indiana,  concerning  a  grant  of  land  to 
S64;  Indians,  and  Indian  alfairs,  Choctaw 
reservations,  22,  88;  Wyandott,  do.  89;  ap- 
propriation bill,  195,  206,  207,  306,  307; 
Mr.  Lewis'  proposition,  195;  annuities  of 
the  195,  296,  305,307;  Cherokees,  206,  304, 
305;  organization  of  the  Indian  department, 
207;  trade  and  intercourse,  207,  307,  319, 
321;  establishment  of  the  western  territory, 

207.  307;  report  of  the  committee,  296; 
Indian  department,  307;  treaty  with  the 
Creeks,  307;  see  laws;  insolvent  debt/)rs, 
192,  206,  207,  220;  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  245;  internal  improvements,  69, 

89,  107,  151,  177,  306.  319,  321 
Jarvis,  Mr.  53,  120,  136,  137,  151,  193, 
320;  Jefferson's  statue  70,  320;  Johnson, 
R.  M.  38,  53,  107,  152,  207,  247,  263,  321; 
Johnson,  Cave  194,  321;  Jones,  of  Geo.  38, 
177,207,  208,  220,  248,  296;  journals  of  old 
congiess89;judiciary,  U.S.  88, 177,206,305 
Kane,  Mr.  7,  52,  68,  89,  134,  136, 
176,  133,  193,  218;  Kavanagh,  Mr.  90; 
Kent,  Mr.  7,  67,  88,  119,  133,  150;  Kentuc- 
ky contested  election  177,  193,  194,  207, 

208,  220,  246,  247,  248,  263,  264;  King,  Mr. 
of  Ala.  22,  53,  68,  88,  104,  119,  134,135, 
161,  175,  304;  King.  Mr.  of  Pa.  23,  69,  220; 
King,  Mr.  of  Geo.  37,  52,  69,  119.  246,  318; 
Knight,  Mr.  175,  192,  295 

Lafayette,  gen.  token  of  respect  to  304, 
305,  306;  Lands,  the  public — Mr.  Poindex 
ter's  resolution  23;  of  certain  Indian  reserv. 
22,  88,  104;  frauds  by  agents  23,  303,  319, 
321;  Row's  deposition  326;  graduation  of 
prices  of  295,  319;  Georgia  resolutions 
concerning  the  25;  Ohio  do.  103;  bounty 
lands  53,  103,  283,  320,  321;  number  of  pa- 
tents ready  for  signature  88;  school  reser- 
vations 119;  do.  selections  305;  Mr.  Clay's 
call  for  certain  information  150;  iiisbill  ap- 
propriating the  proceeds,  &c.  175;  printing 
report  on  do.  175;  his  report  268;  various 
175;  Mr.  Poindexter's  call  219;  surveyor 
general  207;  grants  of  townships  to  certain 
states  319;  donations  for  schools  in  Ohio 
246,  251:  grant  to  Indiana  264;  receipts 
from  sales  of  294;  additional  districts  for 
the  sale  of  294, 305:  claims  in  Alabama  294; 
do.  in  Florida  321;  do.  in  Arkansas  321; 
pre-emption  rights  296;  grants  to  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal  304;  proceeds  from 
sales  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  306;  Lane, 
Mr.  152,  248;  Lansing,  Mr.  106,  120;  La 
porte,  Mr.  207;  Lawrence,  Mr.  177;  laws, 
U.  S.— See  laws;  Leavitt,  Mr.  70,  106, 
152,  177,  247;  Lee,  Mr.  69,  70,  120;  Letch- 
er,, Robert  P.  see  Kentucky,  ante;  Leigh, 
Mr.  23,  37, 38,  52,  53,  67,  133,  134,  150,  206, 
26-2,  421;  Levy,  lieut.  70;  Lewis,  Mr.  of 
Ala.  195;  limitation  of  debate  26.3;  light 
houses  318,  321;  Lincoln,  Mr.  24,  53,  136, 
15!,  152,  177,  194,320;  his  res.  concerning 
the  post  office  department  152;  his  speech 
197;  locomotive  engines  53;  longitude  and 
latitude  of  certain  places  264;  Loyall  Mr. 
69,  207,  220;  Love,  Mr.  307;  Lyon,  Mr.  1,52; 
Lucas,  Mr.  207;  Lytic,  Mr.  70,  221,  263 
Mangum,  Mr.  7,  22,  52,  53,68,88,  104, 
206,  262,  304,  318,  319;  Mann,  Mr.  of  N.  Y. 
90,  248,  263;  Mardis,  Mr.  his  resolution 
concerning  the  public  deposites  8,  53,  .54, 
69,70,89,  90,  107,  119,  120,  138, 151, 152, 
207;  marine  corps  263;  Marshall,  Mr.  90, 
208,  247,  248,  263;  Maryland  legislature, 
resolutions  of  the  88;  marine  hospitals  207, 


^1;  marine  corps  245;  Mason,  Mr.  69,  70, 
104;  Massachusetts  resolutions  38;  McCar- 
ty,  Mr.  296;  McComas, Mr.  70, 90, 2u7,  208; 
McUuffie,  Mr.  8,  23,  24,  38,  90,  104;  McEI- 
derry,  Hugh  183;  McKean,  Mr.  6,  7,  22,  23,- 
35,37,51,52,88,  103,  104,  119,  1.35,  136, 
150,  151,  192,  2U6,  245,  216,  261,262:  on 
changes  in  Penn.  150;  on  presenting  Har 
ri.-buigh  mem.  246;  reasons  for  a  vole  246; 
explanation  295;  MoKennan,  Mr.  8,  106, 
120,  138,  151,  152,  296;  McKay,  Mr.  8,  151, 
177, 194,  264;  McKiiu,  Mr.  23,  24,  120,  137, 
207,  296,  320;  his  finuiicial  project  296:  Mc- 
Kihley,  Mr.  8,  89,  90,  138,  162,  247;  Mc- 
Vean,  Mr.  70;  Meade,  Richard  W.  137; 
members  of  congress,  pay,  &c.  306;  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  8,  90,  137,  138,  207,  247,  263,  306; 
messages  of  the  president — on  the  adjust- 
ment of  tiie  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  89;  tlie  protest  138; 
supplement  to  do.  144;  renominating  the 
bank  directors  180;  on  the  Toulon  disaster 
293;  Michigan,  state  government  175,  192, 
248;  territorial  addition  to  306;  militia 
claims  175;  survey  of  roads,  &c.  306;  Mil- 
ler, Mr.  69,  70,  106,  177,  207,  208,  220,263; 
Milligan,  Mr.  23,  24,  207;  Mississippi  river, 
improvements  on  the  177,  247;  military 
land  warrants  53,  103,  263,  320,  321;  Mit- 
chell, Mr.  106,  152,  207;  Mint,  U.  S.  88, 
305,  306;  Moore,  Mr.  of  Ala.  22,  133,  175; 
Moore,  Mr.  of  Va.  38,  137,247;  Moore,  Mr. 
Tliomas  P.  see  Kentucky,  ante;  Morris,  Mr. 
of  Ohio  23,  119,  184,  192,  304,  317;  his 
amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolu- 
tions on  the  land  frauds  23;  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  8,  106,  247;  Murphy,  Mr.  152 

Naples,  treaty  with  152,  294;Naudain, 
Mr.  193,  305;  his  remarks  on  presenting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jacksonians  of  New 
Castle  265;  navy  and  naval — hospital  at 
Charleston  88;  printing  rules  and  regula- 
tions 193;  increase  of  pay  220,  320;  steam 
batteries  263,  320;  rations  263,  303,  320; 
changes  in  the  titles  of  ofticers303;  acade- 
my 303;  pensions  305;  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
ton 306;  live  oak  frames  for  certain  vessels 
320,  321;  rebuilding  frigate  Congress  320, 
321;  transfer  of  appropriations  303,  321;  N. 
Jersey,  and  N.  York  247;  New  Hampshire 
resolutions  304 

Ohio,  resolutions  of  103;  boundary  245, 
246,  261,  295;  donations  of  land  to  246,  261; 
office,  concerning  the  tiMiure  of  37;  officers 
of  the  late  war  103,262;  old  journals,  print- 
ing of  the  319;  Osgood,  Mr.  90,  120,  152, 
176,  177;  Owen,  Hurdiman  152 

Page,  Mr.  70;  Parker,  Mr.  70,90,151, 
194,  263,  320;  patent  office  193, 218;  Patton, 
Mr.  24,  70,  320;  Patterson,  Mr.  89,  207; 
Paul  Jones,  the  frigate  320;  Pearce,  Mr.  of 
R.  I.  90,  106,  120,  177,  193,  194,  207,  296, 
306;  penal  law  system  306;  pension  agency 
and  the  U.  S.  bank  7,  70,  89,  192,  193,  206, 
218;  Mr.  Claylon's  report  10;  pensions  and 
pensii.ners  7,  8,  25,  90,  151,  195,  219,  220, 
246,294,  303,  305,  306,  318,  319;  Peyton, 
Mr.70,248;  on  executive  power  136;  his  re- 
solutions 137,  263;  Pierson,  Mr.  106,320; 
Pinckney,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  38,  53,  54,207;  Pitts, 
Selh  261;  PUimmer,  Mr.  70,  90,  136,  194, 
207,  220;  Poindexter,  Mr.  concerning  the 
Planters'  bank  of  Natchez  7,  22,  23;  con- 
cerning the  public  lands,  &c.22, 23, 51,  52, 
88,  304;  concerning  the  president's  protest 
134,  135,  136,  150,  175, 176;  the  resolutions 
176;  report  in  favor  of  the  Polish  exiles  219; 
various  23,  51,  52,  67,  68,  69,  88,  89,  104, 
119,134,  135,  150,  161,  175,  176, 192,245, 
246,  294,  295,  303,  304,  305,  318;  his  re- 
marks on  the  land  frauds  303;  his  address 
on  being  elected  president  pro  tern.  318; 
Polish  exiles  137,  1.50,  192,196,220,319, 
321;  Polk,  Mr.  8,24,38.53,  89,  90,  107,  119, 
136,  1.37,  1.38,  151,  152,  177,  194,  207,  220, 
263,295,296,  305,  306,  307,  320,  321;  his 
remarks  on  Mr.  Adams'  resolution  con- 
cerning the  deposite  banks  309;  Pope,  Mr. 
25,  151,  152,  220,  247,  218;  population  U. 
S.  88;  classification  of  do.  317;  Porter,  Mr. 
7,  175,  262,  318;  ports  of  entry,  Natchez 
304;  post  office  department — Mr.  Clayton's 
inquiry  as  to  amount  of  postages  7,  23;  in- 
quiry as  to  removals  35;  do.  as  to  returns 
of  newspapers,  &c.36;  appointment  of  de- 
puty postmasters  37;  inquiry  as  to  the  con- 
dition of67,  88;  of  the  clerks  1.36,  194;  af- 
fairs of  151;  Mr.  Lincoln's  resolution  159; 


his  speech  197;  postage  on  periodicals  206, 
245;  Mr.  Ewing's  resolutions  67,  88,261, 
262,  318;  examining  committee — of  the  re- 
ports of  261,  262,  294,  the  reports  273,  2«2; 
extra  allowances  to  mail  conlructois  294, 
296;  restriction  of  contracts  and  extras  296; 
Mr.  Spraguc's  resolutions  for  a  committee 
to  sit  in  the  recess  304,  305;  committee  H. 
of  R.  to  sit  in  the  recess  321;  Potts,  Mr.  8, 
23,  24,  106;  Potomac  bridge  8, 90,  263,  319, 
321;  Potter,  E.  R's  pay  and  mileage  246. 
262,  294,  304;  Prentiss,  Mr.  37,  51,  89,  119; 
Preston,  Mr.  23,  38.  51,  .52,  68,  69,  88,  89, 
103,  104,  134,  135,  136,  161,  175,  193,  219, 
246,  262,  294,  295,  305,  319;  eulogy  on  Mr. 
Blair  89;  his  call  for  names  of  pensioners, 
&c.  219,  220,  246,  318, 319;  president  of  the 
senate  5,  23,  51,  52,  53,  67,  68,  88,  104,  133, 
175,  176,  192,  206,  218,  303,  318;  president 
pro  teiii.  appeals  from  the  134,  135;  elec- 
tion of  the  318;  president  U.  S.  inquiry  as 
to  the  powers  of  the  37;  Mr.  Davis'  resolu- 
tion concerning  107;  of  the  protest  of  the 
119, 121,133, 134, 135, 136, 150,  175, 176; the 
protest  138;  supplement  to  do.  144;  of  Mr. 
Donelson's    corrections    134;  Mr.  Wise's 
resolutions     1.36,    263;     withholding    the 
Wabash  bill  by    the   319;  the   pledges  to 
the    south    of    the     177;    Mr.     Benton's 
resolution     to    expunge     the    resolutions 
of  the  senate  against  the  319;  president  and 
vice  president  219,  246,  262;  printing  old 
journals  319;  property  destroyed  during  the 
late  war  53,  90,  120,  305,  321;  protest  of  the 
president — see    president,    ante;  previous 
questions  104, 193,  194,  220,  247,263,264, 
321;  provident  pension  fund  88;  public  mo- 
neys, inquiry    concerning  the  deposite  of 
8,  53,  54,  69,  70,    89;   public  officers,  Mr. 
Vance's  proposition  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  107,  121;  Mr.  Clayton's  (of  Geo.)  do.  do. 
136;  public  deposites,  regulation  of  the  137; 
public  schools  246;   public   buildings  263; 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  192,  220 

Rail  roads,  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  103,  206,  208,  263,  321;  Winchester 
and  Potomac  207,  248;  rail  roads  and  ca- 
nals through  the  U.  S.  lands  54;  Ramsay, 
Mr.  207;  Reed,  Mr.  24,  138,  151,  176,  177, 
194;  regulation  of  the  deposites,  Mr.  Web- 
ster's report  on  the  bill  for  the  327;  remon- 
strances against  the  protest  193,  262;  re- 
movals from  office  35,  37;  removal  of  the 
deposites  5,  6,  7,  8,  22,  23,  24,  25,  35,  36, 

37,  38,  51,  52,  53,  54,  67,  68,  69,  70,  87,  88, 
89,  90,  103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 119, 120,  133, 
134,135,136,  137,  138,  150,  151,152,175, 
176,  177,  192,  194,  206,  207,218,219,220, 
245,246,  261.262,  263,  295,  296,304,305, 
306.317,319,  320;  reports— of  Mr.  Polk's 
report  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  24, 

38,  53,  54,  70,  89,  90,  104;  do,  on  state 
banks  157;  the  report  38;  of  Mr.  Binney's 
report  24,  57;  secretary  of  the  treasury's 
concerning  the  Union  bank  102;  do.  on 
state  banks  157;  on  the  receipts  of  the  first 
quarter  293;  on  the  afi'airs  of  the  post  of- 
fice 23,  273,  282;  of  Mr.  Webster's  on  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  88;  on  the  bill  re- 
gulating the  deposites  327;  of  Mr.  Tyler  on 
the  president's  message  renominating  hank 
directors  182;  of  Mr.  Poindexter  in  favor 
of  the  Polish  exiles  196;  of  Mr.  Clay  on  the 
public  lands  268;  of  the  investigating  bank 
committee's  report 208, 220;  the  reports 221, 
225,233;  restoration  of  deposites — number 
of  petitir)nors,  &c.  119,  1,50,262;  retrench- 
ment 107,  121,  152,  177,  193;  revenue— re- 
duction of  the  23;  inquiry  concerning  the 
176;  evasions  of  the  revenue  laws  punish- 
ed 264;  revolutionary  scrip  262,  295;  revo- 
lutionary land  warrants  53,  103,  120;  re- 
trenchment ,306;  Rhode  Island  senatorial 
election  23,  67,  89,  103,  104.  192,  206,  219; 
richt  of  way  through  public  lands  207,  248, 
296,  304,  321;  Rives,  Mr.  speech  on  resign- 
ing his  seat  5;  roads— Mars  Hill  ,5,3,207, 
294;  Memphis  119,  176;  Cumberland  69, 
89,  107,  176,  192,  194,  195,296;  in  Arkan- 
sas 248,  306;  do.  in  Florida  248,  .306;  do.  in 
Michican  262;  Robbins.Mr.23,  67,89,  103, 
104,  136,  219,  261,  262,  305;  Robinson,  Mr. 
318;  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Louis 
206,207,  263,321;  rules  of  the  house  90, 
263,  318,  320,  321;  of  the  senate  103,  104 

Sale  of  forfeited  property  264;  salaries  of 
officers  306;  seamen,  register  of  American 
67;  Schley,  Mr.  70;  schools  for  mariners 
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S19;  SchenckjMr.  120;  scire  facias  against 
llitj  batik  245;  Selden,  Mr.  (39,  100,  15::i, 
177,  194,  2G3,  296;  Ins  |)rop(>sitioii  coii- 
ceriiing  a  «iiiloriu  currency  177,  194;  Se- 
neca cotnily  resolutions  192;  senate,  tiour 
of  nieelinj?  262,  305;  Sevier,  Mr.  8.  321; 
Sliepley,  Mr.  5,  104,  Hi),  175,  245, 261, 304; 
Sliinn,Mr.69;  Silsbee,  Mr.37,  52,  103,104, 

119,  175,  192,  262,  305,  31«;  his  resolutions 
concerniiig  the  revenue  and  custom  house 
officers  305;  silver  coins — see  gold  and  sil 
ver  coins;  Slade,  Mr.  of  Vt.  106,  190;  sla- 
very ill  the  DistriotofColuinbia25;  6loane, 
Mr.  207;  Smith,  Mr.  of  Con.  7.  319;  Souih- 
ard,  Mr.  5,  67,66,  69,  104,119,  135,175, 
245,  262,  303,304,305,  318;  his  resolutions 
coiicerniof^  certain  hanks  175;  his  resolu- 
tion for  the  committee  ot  finance  to  sit  in 
the  recess 318, 319;  Spangler,Mr.  106;  Spa- 
iiisb 'Convention  208,296;  speakers  of  the 
house  24,  53,  70,  89,  90,  106,  120,  137,  138, 
177,194,  195,207,  247,  262,  263,  290,320; 
■decisions  of  138,  320;  Mr.  Stevenson's  an- 
nunciation of  intention  tore.-'ign240;  iiis  ad- 
dress 247;  thanks  to  321;  Speight, Mr.  89, 90, 
138,207,321;  specie  exportalions  319;  spies, 
relief  of  certain  305;  Sprague,  Mr.  5, 38, 52, 
-89,  150,  155,  175,206,245,201,305,318;  his 
resolution  concerning  the  fees^  &c.  175; 
call  for  amount  of  claims  against  France 
207;  concerning  the  post  office  depart.  304; 
speech  o\i  the  claims  against  France  308; 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  133;  sta- 
tue of  Mr.  Jeffersen  70,  320;  slates'  claims 
for  interest  261,  294;  statistical  report  of 
states,  &c.  319,  Stewart,  Mr.  of  Pa.  23, 69, 

120,  177,  194,  207,  262,  263,  296;  steam  en- 
gines, improvements  in  151:  steamboat 
navigation  177,  262;  steam- batteries  263; 
Steele,  Mr.  263;  Stevenson,  Andrew,  exe- 
cutive proceedings  on  his  rejection  311,  see 
speaker;  Sloddeit,  Mr.  106,  120,  208,248; 
gugar,  duties  on  89;  Sullivan,  John  T.  183; 
Sutherland,  Mr.  23,  24,  69,  70,  106.  138, 
i93,  264,  321;  Swift,  Mr.  37,  262 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  7,  37,  51,  53,  319,  320; 
Taney,  Mr.  rejection  of  297,  314;  tariff,  53, 
€9,  89,  206,  207,  219, 262,  295,  306,  319,  .32! ; 
Thomas,  Mr.  of  Lou.  8;  Thomas,  Mr.  of 
Md.  106,  220;  his  bank  report  221;  of  do. 
396;  Thomson,  Mr.  of  O.  152,  207;  Tipton, 
Mr.  175,  282;  Toinlinson,  Mr.  52,  219,  262, 
304,  317,  319;  tonnage  duly  on  Spanish 
wesseis,  207;  Toulon,  afTair  of,  298;  pen 
sions  to  the  sufferers  at  303,  305,  306;  trade 
with  the  W.  Indies  296;  transfer  draughts 
7,  22.  23,  206;  transfer  of  appropriaiions 
303,  321;  treaty  with  Naples  53,  88,  152, 
192;  with  France  152, 192,  207;  with  Chili 
193,  with  Spain  207,321;  with  the  Creeks 
307;  treasury  department,  of  the  repeal  of 
:a  certain  act  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
104,  treasury  draughts  7,  22,  23,  150;  agent 
of  the  new  depowile  banks  119;  report  on  the 
employment  of  state  banks  157;  on  the  re 
oeipts  of  the  revenue  for  the  first  quarter 
293;  concerning  the  officers  of  the  eus 
toms  303;  joint  resolutions  on  his  reasons 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  219,  245, 
•246,295,296;  rejection  of  Mr.  Taney  314; 
treasury  note  project  296;  Turner,  Mr. 
106;  Turroll,  Mr.  8,  137;  Tyler,  Mr.  5,7, 
38,  51,88, 104,  150, 192,  286,  262,  295,  304, 
422;  his  report  on  the  president's  message, 
renominating  bank  directors  182 

Unavailable  funds  in  the  treasury  25;  un- 
expended balances  294 

^ance,  Mr.  24,  152,  177,  193,  207,295; 
his  proposilien  to  reduce  salaries  107,  121, 
152,  177,  193;  Vanderpool,  Mr.  208,  220, 
248;  Vanderlyn's  portrait  of  Washington 
320;  Vintoii,  Mr.  8,  120,  151,  152,  193,  207, 
220,  321;  Virg inJa  resolutions  23,  24,  38,  53, 
69:  land  warrants  of  the  Virginia  line    319 

Wabash  river  319;  Wagener,  Mr.  23,  69, 
106;  Waggaman,Mr.  53,  192,304;  Wager, 
Peter,  183;  war  department  175;  Ward, 
Mr.  119;  Wardwell,  Mr.  151, 177,  194,263, 
296;  warehousing  system  150;  Washington, 
gen.  birth  day  8;  purchase  of  his  library  and 
private  p.ipers  38,320,321;  statue  262;  por- 
trait of  320;  Watmough,  Mr.  8,  23,24,69, 
220,  296,  320;  Wayne,  Mr.  89,90,  138,  152, 
177,  207,  248,  295,  307,  320;  Webster,  Mr. 
6,  7,  8,  35,  37,  38,  51 ,  52,  53,  67,  68,  87,  88, 
134,  135,  136,  150,  161,  162,  175,  176,  177, 
192,  206,  219,  220,  245,  246,262,294.295, 


304,  305,  317,  318,  319,  320,  327;  his  re- 
marks on  presimtinglhe  Philad. mechanics' 
mem.  36;  do.  concerning  tlie  Albany  do.  134; 
do.  on  the  Doylcstown  mem.  204;  do.  con- 
cerning Lalayeitc!  305;  hi?-;  report  on  the  bill 
regulating  the  deposiies327;  reniiiikson  the 
post  office  report  403;  his  bank  projcict  52, 
53,  67,  68,  69;  weights  and  measures  133; 
West  Point  academy  1U3,  177,  296,  320; 
Whalloii,  Mr.  194;  Wliite,  Mr.  of  Tennes- 
see, 22,  68,  104,  207,  304,  305;  White.  Mr. 
of  Lou.  90,  151,  1.52;  White,  Campbell  P. 

193,  263;  White,  Mr.  of  Florida  193;  Whit- 
tlesey, Mr.  of  Ohio,  53,  90,  107,  119,  120, 

194,  207,  248,  295,296,306,307;  Wilkins, 
Mr.  5,  51,  69,  88,  89,  134,  130, 150, 155,  192, 
206,  262,  304,  318;  Wilde,  Mr.  8,  24,  53,  90, 
137, 138,  176,  194,  220,  264,  305,306,  320; 
his  resolution  on  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites 53;  Williams,  Mr.  8,  89,  90,  106,  120, 
136,  151,  177,194,247,248,296,307;  Wilde, 
Mr.  8,  24,  177;  Wirt,  Mr.  8;  Wise,  Mr.  69, 
70,  106,  136, 137,  193,194,207,220,263;  his 
resolutions  on  the  power  of  the  executive 
1.36,  194,  220,  263;  his  reasons  for  receding 
3.35;  Wright.  Mr.  7,  23,  37,  51,52,53,68, 
69,  88,  89,  103,  1 19,  133,  135,  150,  175,  192, 

245,  246,  261,  262,  318,  319 
Yeas  and  nays — In  the  senate.    On  the 
refusal  to  receive  the  York  county  memo- 
rial 52;  do.  on  the  po.-^lponcment  of  Mr. 
Webster's  leave  to  repoit  liis  bank  project 
69;  do.  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  88, 
138;  do.  on  the  C4imberland  road  bill  89, 
176;    on   the  appeal   from   the   chair   135; 
on   printing  Mr.  Clay's  report  on  the  land 
bill  175;  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions  on 
the  president's   protest  175;  on  Mr.  For- 
syth's amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexler's  re- 
solutions on  do.  176;  on  Mr.  Poindexler's 
resolutions  on  do.  176;  on  the  nominations 
of  U.  S.  bank  directors  183, 184;  on  the  bill 
grantimr  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Polish 
exiles  192;  on  the  Seneca  county  resolu 
lions  192;  on  the  Washington  and  Balti- 
more rail  road  bill  200;  on  the  reception  of 
the  Cherokee  memorial  206;  on  the  report 
and  resolutions  on  the  pension  agency  219; 
on  the  Rhode  Island  contested  election  219; 
on   Mr.  Clay's  joint  resolutions  219,  245, 
246;  on  the  paymentof  interest  to  states  for 
advances  261,  294;  on  printing  the  post  of 
fice  reports  294;    on    postponing   the   bill 
concerning    FVench    spoliations    294;    on 
Mr.  Mangum's  motion  to  amend  the  ge- 
neral appropriation  bill  304;  on  the  motion 
to  lake  up  the  New  Hampsliire  resolutions 
304;  on  Mr.  Spragne's  resolutions  concern 
ing  the   post  office  investigations  305;  on 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Stevenson  311,312;  on 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Taney  314;  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wright  to  lay  the  reports  on 
the  post  office  on  the  table  318;  on  the  first 
resolution  of  the  committee  declaring  the 
borrowini!  of  money  by  the  postmaster  ille- 
gal 318,403;  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States  318;  on  laying 
the  light  house  bill  on  the  table  318;  on 
the  resolution  directing  the  committee  on 
finance  to  sit  in  the  recess,  &c.  319;  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Hudson  river  on  the  table  319;  on 
the  engrossment  of  do>  319;  on  Mr.  Ben- 
ton's motion  to  withdraw  certain  land  bills 
319;   on  Mr.  Poindexler's  amendment  to 
the  general  appropriation  bill  362;  tabular 
statement  shewing  the  votes  on   several 
questions  by  states  392 

Ih  the  house  of  re-prcsentaticcs.  On  the 
previous  question  on  the  report  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  104;  do.  on  tlie  re- 
solutions, severally,  104,  105;  the  yeas  and 
nays  by  stales  thereon  106;  on  Mr.  Vanep's 
retrenchment  proposition  107,  193;  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  Ihe  rules  to  consider  Mr. 
Wise's  resolution  136;  do.  on  Mr.  Peyton's 
resolutions  137;  on  Mr.  Selden's  res.  con- 
cerning a  uniform  currency  194;  on  the  Ken- 
tucky contested  election  247,  307;  on  the 
motion  to  lay  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton's 
resolutions  on  the  table  263;  on  the  joint  re- 
solutions from  the  senate  concerning  the 
deposites  307;  York  county.  Pa.  deposite 
memorials  51,68,  263;  on  the  deposite  bill 
323;  on  the  West  Point  bill  323;  on  the  light 
house  bill  324;  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  city  of  Washington  324;  Yorktown  mo- 


nument 194,205,220;  on  the  vole  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Stevenson  337;  Young,  Mr.  220 
Congress,  vacancies  in  35;  prorogation 
of  84;  anecdotes  146;  the  Crawford  caucus 
of  1824  266 

Co»mcc<tc»<— elections  101, 117, 132, 150, 
189;  accident  to  a  church  191;  school  fund 
255;  gov.  message  324;  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  324;  congr.  delegation  348;  par- 
son mobbed  360;  Miss  Crandall  398 
Convent  at  Charlestown  413,426,  436, 

441,  442 
Conner,  Mr.  eoeech  of  210 

Cooper,  Mr.    "  292,428 

Copper  mine  256 

Costs  of  suite  380 

Cotton— decreased  consumption  of  86; 
crops  191;  exportaticm  of  2.'')9,  3.52,  397;  the 
early  trade  in,  &c.  352;  shipped  down  the 
Yazoo  444 

County  museums,  &c.  418,  445 

Counterfeiters  35,  301 

Countermanded  orders  86 

Cowan,  judge,  death  of  429 

Crawford,  W.  jr.  and  others  55,  70 

Crawford,  Wm.  H.  266 

Credit  system,  fathers  of  the  86 

Credit,  currency  and  the  banks  345 

Crockett,  col.  D.  148,  149,  17.3,  2.'i2,  380 
Crops  315,329,380,441 

Crying  evils  118 

Cumberland  road  314,  430 

Curiosity  85 

Currency  117,  217,  185,  252,  2,58 

Dallas,  A.  J.  against  state  banks  133 
Dallas,  George  M.  428 

Darusmont,  Mrs.  380 

Davis,  gov.  426,  433 

Deaths,  1,  384 — see  names  of  persons;  by 
burning  149;  by  firing  of  cannon  348;  by 
cold  water  379;  from  spirit  lamps  398 

Dearborn,  gen.  H.  A.  S.  398 

Decapitated  coins  442 

Delaware — the  committee  to  Washing- 
ton 50;  a  whaling  ship  191;  meeting  of 
young  men  242;  Mr.  Bayard  242;  honors  to 
Lafayette  379 

Deming,  Mr.  364 

Democratic-  republican- Jackson— Wolf 
citizens  173 

Denmark — emancipation  and  equality  of 
colored  persons  261 

Dennis,  Littleton  P.  death  of  116 

Deposites,  public  122 — see  various  heads. 
Deposite  banks  126,  149,  399,  430,  445 
Dew,  professor,  on  usury  395 

Dickersoii,  Mahlon  201,217 

Discharge  of  hands  5,  84,  86,  97, 130, 172, 

33i 
Discounts  on  hank  notes  4, 17, 18, 33,  34, 
85,  86,  87, 113,  l.'^2,  133,  149,  190,  191 
District  ofColumbia — banking  matters  in 
97,113, 117, 132,  .'3.30;  new  paper  established 
147;  election   of  mayor  242;   Washington 
city,  348;  assessment  of  389;  cholera     429 
Dodge,  gen.  118 

Dollars,  value  ofthe  patriot  300 

Donation  by  the  British  government  385 
Donelson,  A.  J.  and  the  protest  156 
Donelson,  Alexander  death  of  302 

Downes,  commodore  256 

Dragoons,  U.  S.  389 

Draughts,  dishonored  5, 18,  86,  347,  362 
Dry  rot  384 

Duane,  W.  J.  33,  83,  130,  190,  243.  292, 
314;Duane,  Wm.  243,292,407 

Dubuque's  mines,  execution  at  352 

Dubois,  bishop  256 

Duels  35 

Due  bills  5;  Dunlop,  Mr.  109,  301 

F>arthquake  303 

Earth,  new  theory  ofthe  382 

East  Indies — discovery  of  coal  in  316 
Eaton,  major  J.  H.  101,  132 

Editorial  essays,  notices,  4'c. 
Abolition  of  slavery  301 ,  346:  annual  pro- 
dusilons,  U.  S.  1,  377:  anniversary  329;  ap- 
preciati«m  of  money  99:  appropriations  297: 
Aurora  243,  292 

Bank,  U.  S.  currency,  credit,  &c — es- 
says and  notices  concerning  the  1,4,  33, 49, 
50,66.83,84,97,98.99,  113,117,  118,145, 
149,171,185,  187,188,  20.3,  217,243,257, 
2.58,  292,  303,  345,  340,  347,  362,  394,  411, 
430:  ofthe  old  97:  bank  making  84:  tables 

345 

Cage,  Mr.  203:  censuses  391,  409,  425: 

character  ofthe  American  people  426:  cir- 
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culation  and  creations  of  values,  &c.  1,84, 
345,  377:  committees  visiting  Washington 
1^  49.  complimentary  toast  114:  congres- 
sional notices  33,  84, 145, 185, 201, 217, 257, 
313,314,  393:  county  niiiseuuis  409:  cou- 
rage and  perseverance  17;  crisis  109:  Cum 
berland  road  -^H 

Deterred  articles  33:  democrats  and  de 
mocracy  265:  deposites— and  the  IJi>trict 
banks  202:  tiie  regulation  ot  the  public  297: 
number  of  petitioners  173:  difficulty  of  se- 
lection 1 
Editor  charged  with  being  a  foreignov 
131:  an  execursion  329;  his  past  and  present 
views  of  the  bank  U.  S.  18:  on  elections 
34,66,  131,  241,426,441:  extent  of  bank 
depredations  393 
Firemen's  zeal  301:  French  treaty  169, 

201 
Globe's  attack  131:  gold  and  silver,  im- 
portations, coins,  currency,  new  emissions 
&e.  1,  300,  330,  364,  394,  427 

Horrors  of  Sing  Sing  148 

Jefferson's  protest  2U2 

Land  bill  241:  legislative  action  on  the 
deposite  question  51:  letters— long  rieten- 
itlon  of  a  1:  certain  to  the  editor  35,  84, 117: 
irom  the  editor  to  the  Washington  Typ. 
Society  114:  do.  the  Baltimore  Gazette  18 
Meetings  of  the  people  80,  82,  130,  203, 
.243:  members  of  congress  and  pet  bank 
notes  170:  Mexican  currency  217,  258:  mo 
ney  market,  pressure,  &-c.  1,  4,  17,  33,  34, 
49,  81,  84,  86,  87,  97, 122, 132,  133, 145, 149. 
185,  202,  204,  315,  345,  346,  382,  377,  428 
New  inventions,  steam  power  and  their 
effects  345,  393,  425:  notices— to  subscri- 
bers 17:  of  certain  speeches  50, 51, 114, 116: 
of  the  Buffalo  Journal  361 

Orders  countermanded  86 

Party  and  the  bank  questions  97,  98: 
payment  of  U.  S.  sailors  348,  362,  4 14:  pen- 
sion fund  4,  217:  political  battles  243:  post 
office  affairs  257,  329,  378,  393:  press  of 
jnaiter  1,  257:  presidential  election  returns 
410:  previous  question  97:  protection  to  la- 
bor 300,  428;  providential  i»UHishmenl  301: 
public  feeling  130,  131,  242:  public  officers 
61,  146:  of  their  salaries  84,  99,  145 

References  to  the  Register  393:  reform 
148:  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  certain  di- 
rectors 171:  revenue  prophecies  98,  202, 
245:  right  of  instruction  395,  410:  do.  of  pe- 
tition 84:  robbing  190:  rumors  145,201.291, 

297,  313 

Sloop  canal   410:    South   Carolina   test 

oath  117,  173,  259:  supplements       169,  233 

Temperature  of  the  weather  349:  traders' 

memorial  99:  treaty  with  Chickasaws  441 

Uncle  Sam's  news'  satchel  117 

Washington,  gen.  393:  whig  celebrations 

116, 130 — See  the  various  proper  heads. 

Editorial  blunder  300 

East  room  298 

Education,  statistics  of  256 

Effigy  signers  to  the  N.  Y.  memorial    85 

Egypt — antiquities,  &e.  332;  fresh  water 

in  431 

Electioneering  bombast  179 

Elections — time  when  held  295 

Ellicott,  Thomas  66,  94,  108,  347 

Ellsworth,  Mr.  122 

Emigration  from  Europe  1,218,244,260, 

368,  381,  383,  398,  429;  returning  of  1,  331; 

to  the  west  398 

Evans,  Hugh  W.  347;  Evans,  O,  397,  427 
Everett,  Mr.  H.  3i5,  3S1 

Everett,  Mr.  Edward  430,  441,  451 

Evving,  Mr.  of  Ohio  109,  203,  258,  273, 

314,  364,  396,  442 — see  congress. 

Ewiug,  Mr.  of  Indiana  298 

Exchanges  17,  84,  85,  86,  87,  190,  191, 

299  315 
"Experiment"  5,  97,  172,  245,'  347 

Exports  352, 412 

Factories,  stopping  of  5,  84,  85,  86,  87, 

] 18,  130,  153,  172;  burnt  413 

Failures  86,97,149 

Falkland  Islands  256 

Feds — a  new  party  name  188,  248 

Fenwick,  bishop  413 

Fires  35,  152,  173,  189,  256,  301,  315,  348, 
384, 404, 413 
Fisheries  191,192,385 

Flood,  Thomas  298 

Florida — sugar  culture  118;   wrecks  on 

the  reefs  of  384 

Flour— markets      5,  17,  18,  49,85,426 


Foot,  S.  A.  173,  189,  205,  324 

Forgeries  245, 301 

Forsyth,  Mr.  85,  86,  129,  146,  161,217, 
249,297,314 
Foreign  capital  187;  murderers  191,  244; 
paupers  244;  rogues  244;  opinions  35,172, 

299 
Fortifications  348 

P>anklin,Dr.  opinions,  &.c.  of       83,  87 
Franking  privilege  147 

French  affairs,  . 
Agricultural,  &.c.  3»4;  Algiers  366,  384; 
American  indemnities  5,  179,  195,  208;  ar- 
my 21, 261, 383;  arrests  102,  384,  445;  cham- 
ber of  deputies  351,  415,  431;  of  the  Bona- 
partes  102;  Cliateaubriand  404;  coinage  315; 
disturbances  102,  201,  208,  261;  Mr.  Du- 
long  54;  drama  206;  duchess  de  Berri  384; 
duels  35;  duke  ot  Orleans  5,  415;  elections 
383,384,404;  harvests  351;  king,  the  208; 
Lafayette,  gen.  208;  Lyons  208,  261,  302; 
ininisliy  21,  174,  445,  reorganization  174; 
national  guard  102;  naval  preparations  5; 
do.  force  256;  La  Supeibe  21;  the  cuiras- 
sier 243;  steam  frigate  332;  illegitimate 
children  118;  Neapolitan  princess 4 15;  par- 
ties 431;  peers  .384;  presses  209,  351,3-3; 
relations  with  Russia  5,  22;  (iressure  201; 
specie  eurrencv  315;  silk,  exports  of  350; 
statistics  150,  191,  384;  Toulon  salute  200 
French  claims,  concerning  the  5,  179, 
195.  201,308,  .151 
Fridge,  Mr.  '  108 

Frosts,  effects  of  191,  255 

Gallatin,  A.  the  report  of  73;  toast  to  149 
Gales  &  Seaton  298 

Gambling  punished  174,  397 

Gambling  speculators  301 

Georgia— cholera  174;  the  state  bank 
210;  meetings  243;  elections  430;  murder  of 
Hicks  303;  crops  380;  Augusta  banks  412; 
Mr.  'I'roiip's  letter  417 

Giant,  the  Mexican  256 

Gibbs,  gen.  388 

Gibraltar,  cholera  444 

Gill,  R.  W.  218 

Gilpin,  Mr.  1;  John,  the  brig    '  381 

Giraid,  Stephen  256 

"Globe."  tlie  "official,"  extracts  from, 
&c.  34,  67,  113,  132,  133,  146,205,243,245, 
260, 267, 292, 300,  330,  347, 363,  364, 427, 441 
Gloucester  Telegraph  396 

Gold-mines,  &c.  85,  119,  172,  365,  444; 
value  of  coins  252,  300,  354;  the  laws  337, 
338;  new  coinage  394,  432;  effects  and  re- 
marks 330,  364,  394;  counterfeits  427;  his- 
tory of  gold  coins  390,  448;  gold  mines  and 
coal  mines  191 

Gordon,  Martin  217,291,347 

Gouging,  case  of  118 

Grand  jury,  presentment  by  a      148,  155 
Grand  Gulf'^a  new  town  174 

Greece — coal  in  384;  reforms  442 

Green  house,  a  great  444 

Grennell,  Mr.  191 

Grundy,  Mr.  298,314 

Gnrney,  Mr.  314 

Gwynn,  Wm.  361;  Gwin,  Samuel      432 
Hailstorm  380,383 

Hanover  350 

Hardin,  Mr.  149;  Harper's  Ferry         148 
Hartford  convention — Mr.  Pearce's   re- 
marks on  404;  replies  to  404,405,414 
Hayti — condition  of  366;  letter  from  the 
pope  to  president  Boyer  389 
Heath,  U.  S.  55 
Heath,  James  P.                 17,  25,  100,  201 
Heat,  comparative  statement  of          420 
Heister,  William                                     124 
Hemp  cutter                                           393 
Hill,  Isaac                                 34,257,298 
Hits  in  congress                                      298 
Holbrook,  Josiah                                    445 
Holland — arrangement  with  Belgium  102; 
Ghent  102;  population   174,  350;  expendi- 
tures 174,  350;  navy  3.50;  army  415;  emi- 
gration from                                                351 
Howard,  Dr.  William                            444 
Hubbard,  Henry                               ^     298 
Ice,  exportation  of                          174,  191 
Illinois — school  fund  118;  Messrs.  Casey 
and  Slade  .365;  elections                   430,  443 
Importations  86,  301;  of  specie            412 
Imprecations  of  public  men                    87 
Improvenipnts  and  steam     345,  393,  426 
Impressment,  e.nse  of                             174 
Imprisonment  for  debt                    .303,  .381 
Inclined  planee,  car  for                         349 


Jntfians— Clierokees  174,  255;  death  of 
Hicks  303;  ot  the  committee's  report  317j 
antiquities  334;  Chickasaw  treaty  454 

Insolvents  86,118,133,149 

Indiana — state  bank  chartered  86;  loan 
taken  412;  meetings  243:  electioneering  in 
395;  Mr.  Tipton  399,  443;  elections  413, 
428,  430,  443;  cholera  429 

Internal  improvements  380,  410,430,  442 
Inventions  301,349 

Jackson,  gen.  former  opinions  of  266;  the 
Richmond  Enquirer's  views  of  267;  orders 
in  honor  ot  gen.  Lafayette  325;  cabinet  ap- 
pointments 347;  vole  against  gen.  Wash- 
ington 406;  his  illness  426;  toast  441;  his 
reception  by  the  I'ennessee  convention  450 
Jamestown  jubilee  307 

Jennings,  Jonathan — death  of  430 

Jews — consecration  of  a  synagogue  292; 
debate  in  the  British  parliament  coucern- 
ing  the  388 

Johnson,  R.  M.  nomination  of  1;  his  re- 
ply to  the  Philadelphia  invitation  416 
Johnson, H.  149 
Johnson,  judge  398;  Jones,  Talbot        81 
Jones,  William  Gwynn                         361 
Kemble,  Miss  Fanny— marriage  of     260 
Kennedy, John  P.                                  202 
Kentucky— R.  M.  Johnson  1;  gov.  BreatlJ- 
itt  17;  new  bank  17,86;  Louisville  bank 
17;  currency  at  132;  Louisville  300,  316; 
dinner  to  Mr.  Poindextcr  415;  Letcher,  R. 
P.  257,297,299,364,430,441;  Mr.  Bibb  416; 
Mr.  Clay  417;  cholera  102,  379;   elections 
412,430,441,443 
Kissinger,  J.  C.  149;  Kremer,  George    1 
Lacock,  Mr.  speech  of                          153 
Ladies'  combs  191 
Lafayette,  gen.  195,  208;  death  of  and 
honors  to  291,  297,  325,  329. 333, 361, 368, 

379,  380 
Lake  navigation  118,  191 

Lane,  Mr.  of  Indiana  202 

Landing  of  the  fathers  401 

Lands,  the  public,  report  on  268;  com- 
mittee continued  297;  E.  Row's  deposition 
326;  sales  350 

Lawrence,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  97,  173,  189 
Law  and  law  cases — commonwealth  of 
Kentucky  vs.  Nelson  Mayes  210;  John  H. 
Sarchet  vs.  Samuel  Swartwout  252,  300; 
law  of  Massachusetts  against  gaming  252; 
case  of  an  Indian  for  horse  stealing  255;  of 
another  arrested  for  debt  256;  of  a  bequest 
to  living  grand  children  256;  certain  stock- 
holders IJ.  B.  of  Maryland  vs.  Poultney, 
Ellicott  &  Co.  317;  U.  B.  of  Tennessee  vs. 
Ellicott,  Morris  and  Giil  317;  steamboat  law 
153;  granting  pensions  to  the  Toulon  suf- 
ferers 337;  regulating  silver  coins  321;  do. 
gold  coins  253,  337,  338;  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors  3.37;  settling  the  territorial 
dispute  between  New  York  and  N.  Jersey 
353;  summary  process  at  Dubuque's  minea 
352;  concerning  the  duty  on  lead  354;  sus- 
pending part  of  the  tariff  law  of  1832  354; 
concerning  copy  rights  354;  concerning  ex- 
periments on  the  steam  engine  354;  regu- 
lating trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  373;  pro- 
viding for  the  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Indian  affairs  375;  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  376; 
liability  of  clergymen  380;  U.  S.  courts, 
costs  of  suits  in  the  380;  granting  bounty 
on  lost  fishing  vessels  391;  concerning  ton- 
nage duty  on  Spanish  vessels  391;  making 
appropriations  for  harbors,  rivers,  &c.  391; 
non-citizenship  of  the  blacks  in  Connecti- 
cut 398;  Bullock  vs.  Manice,  Phelps  &  Co. 
liability  of  partners  and  usury  426 

Leavenworth,  gen.  442 

Lederer,  baron  167 

Legare,  Solomon,  death  of  314 

Legal  tender  362 

Leigh,  Benjamin  W.  17,  35, 108, 146,203 
Leonidas  and  Washington  316 

Leslie.  James  109 

Leslie^  C.  R.  artist  118;  Levy,  lieut.  117 
ixAeria- prospects  of  332,  367;  the  Ma- 
ryland colony  332 
liiberty  cap  and  motto  394,  448 
Lincoln,  Levi  1,  17,  185,197,201 
Liverpool  trader,  the  first  American  2.56 
Livingston,  Mr.  18,208,312 
Lloyd,  Edward  243 
Locttsts  255,  409;  essay  on  419 
Longevity,  cases  of  384,  404 
Louisville  Adveiliser                           269 
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Louisiana — riots  on  the  canals  35,  85; 
meetings  66,  87;  fire  152;  pressure  at  8G,  87, 
149;  brutality  152;  slave  value  174;  sugar 
refineries  174;  gas  works  384;  H.  Johnson 
149;  eIections364, 379,  399;  bank  robberies 
245,301;  forgeries  245,  301;  steamboat  l.iw 

152 
Lowell,  John  405 

Lusus  naturae  191 

Lyceums,  on  the  establishment  of  445 
Lytle,  iMr.  ofOhio  309 

Lyncli's  law  352 

Macadam,  knighted  191 

Macneven,Dr.  W.  J.  81,  90,  115,122,  123 
Madagascar — the  Freiicli  kina  of  256 
Madioon,  James  100,  149,  202,  387,  405 
Magnificent  donation  384 

Mail  robber  and  robberies  149,  255 

Mail  contractors'  extras  101 

Maine — elections  117,  429;  meetings  243; 
the  ancient  widows  256;  Madawaska  380; 
Mr.  Sprague  395;  Mr.  Churchill  409 

31alibran,  Madam  431 

Manning,  Richard  J.  260 

Manufactures — of  books  87;  of  sugar  118; 
cloths  190;  buttons  172;  straw  191;  combs 
191;  iron  315;  salt  412;  in  S.  Carolina  384; 
of  public  ojiinion  432 

Markets— the  home  5,  17,  18,  49,  84,  85, 
150, 190, 315, 349, 426;  a  new  one  for  bread- 
stuffs  444 
March  of  improvement  315 
Marine  hospitals  369 
Marine  corps  369 
Marshall,  chief  justice  388 

Maryland — legislature  51,  147;  loan  87; 
elections  116,  242;  electioneering  430;  fac- 
tories stopped  130;  failures  of  banks,  &c. 
51,  65,  66,  67,  84,  94,  97,  108,  113,  132,  133, 
145,  171,218,245;  ?tnte  colonization  socie 
ly  174;  Mr.  Chambers  409;  Mr.  Taney  at 
Frederick  453 

Masons  and  masonic  charters,  surren- 
ders of  118,  189,  336,  447;  decrease  of  cer- 
tain lodges  348 
Massachusetts — elections  1, 17,35;  Lowell 
riot  5;  rail  road  do.  147;  bank  charters  88; 
button  factories  172;  straw  factory  191;  law 
against  gaming  252;  imprisonment  for  debt 
303;  discharge  of  hands  331;  Harvard  uni- 
versity 332;  Bunker  Hill  monument  335; 
old  soldiers  384;  office  holders' convention 
396;  dinner  at  Salem  409,  salt  manufactures 
412;  riots  at  Charlestown  413,  436, 440, 441, 
442,  Mr.  Everett  430,  441;  gov.  Davis  and 
the  anti-masons  433;  masons  of  Worcester 

447 

McClure,  lieut.  G,  W.  442 

McDuffie,  George  100, 113,  129,  146,  250, 

292,  297,  430 

McEIroy,  rev.  John  316 

McElderry,  Hugh  1,  183,  184,  392 

McKim,  I.  49, 57,  82,  99, 107, 114,  173, 291 

McLean,  John,  judge  153,417 

McLane,  Louis       190,292,314,361,418 

Meteoric  stones  119 

Mexico — conspiracies,  &c.  102,  218,  365; 

the  currency  of  217,  258;  curse  of  365,  430, 

442;   population  258;  revolution  316,  332, 

380 
Metalic  currency  217,  258 

Michigan  territory — Detroit  118;  a  new 

territory  118;  gov.  Porter  349;  cholera  429 

Militia,  U.  S.  381;  Miller,  Mr.  146 

Mines,  comparative  view  of  certain    191 

Mint,  U.  S.  364,  394,  427,  432,  448 

Mississippi — Messrs.  Cage  and  Black  84; 

Mr.  Gwin  432;  Planter's  bank  of  Natchez 

86;   electioneering  443;   meetings  87,  243; 

delegates  to  the  Van  Buren  convention  397; 

the   pressure   149;   murder  150;   murderer 

shot  151;  cholera  174,  205 

Missouri— St.  Louis  332;  Mormon  difii 

cullies  255,  336,  365;  Lynch's  law  352;  gov. 

Dunklin  368;  elections  430, 443;  cholera  379 

Mitcheltree,  Dr.  William  260 

Money  value  of  certain  produce  49 

Money  market  in  England    118,  218,  245 

Money  and  currency,  Mr.  Reid  on      370 

Moore,  Philip  149;  Moore,  Thos.  P.  291 

Moreno,  general  399 

Mormonites  255,  336,  365,  368 

Morris,  John  B.  133,  218;  Molt,  Dr.    255 

Mule,  a  breeding  191:  murders    151,191 

Museums,  county  419 

Nankeens,  American  442 

Napier,  admiral  404 


Naples — revolutionary  movementa     109 

National  Intelligencer   121,267,292,314 

National  Gazette  188,201 

Naudaiir,  Mr.  242,  265 

Navy  and  naval,  American,  U.  S.21,.35. 

118,260,  293;  lio^^pitais  31)9;  Constellation 

35;  Lexington  414;  Brandy  wine  102;  Con- 

sliuilio/i,  the  dockina  ihe    174;  the   figure 

head  189,329,347;  Grampus  191;  Potomac 

218,256;  Peacock  218;  vessels  on  foreign 

stations  332,  3G5;    at  Charlestown   and  in 

commission  381;  Natchez  3()6;  marine  corps 

.369:  mid.shiptnen  3u9 

Newfoundland — legislative  furnituro   380 
New   Hanrpshire — salute   and    mob    130; 
the  Patriot  204;  U.  S.  senator  298;  the  le- 
gislative lesohitions  335;  banks  350;  Sal- 
mon Falls  factory  413  Mr.  Waldron      414 
Negro  traders  killed  IQl 

New  inventions,  efiects  of  393,  397 

New  Jersey — factories  in  5;  new  banks 
17;  meetinjis  of  the  people  85,  243;  elec- 
tions 132,  190,  411;  bank  failure  245;  cop- 
per mine  256;  territorial  dispute  with  N. 
Y.  353;  Newark  360;  political  excitement 
429;  capt.  Stockton  441 

New  South  Wales— notices  of  383,399 
Newspaper  publications,  perishing  ten- 
dency of  298;  an  old  one  298 
New  York  city — the  Tammany,  &c.  27, 
154;  ftlr.  Gallatin  65,  73;  elections  34,  100, 
115,  131,  132:  public  officers  34,  51,  259: 
meetings  82, 147,  396:  Polish  exiles  85,  101, 
166,256:  anti  bank  mem.  85:  bank  projected 
86:  the  exchange  147:  failures  86:  fires  35, 
173,  189,  315,  348:  Dr.  Ma(  neven  90,  123: 
meeting  of  Irishmen  115,  122:  attack  on  I. 
Lewis  118:  riots  100, 115, 210, 332,  346, 357. 
414:  conviction  of  rioters  365:  fur  voyage 
projected  118:  counsellor  Sampson  122: 
country  notes  2.55,  299,  315:  arrest  for  bri- 
bery 147:  mayor's  reception  173,  189:  Chi- 
nese crackers  316:  ship  building  189:  rais- 
ing brick  houses  315:  journeymen  bakers 
316:  city  government  190,259:  anti-slavery  J 
meetings  190:  Laurens'  street  302:  of  the 
arsenal  132,203:  the  trumpet  contest  444: 
ancient  Liverpool  trader  256:  packet  ships 
410:  emigration  260:  the  Astor  hotel  385: 
the  custom  house  385:  the  Jews'  synagogue 
292:  horrid  deaths  389:  cholera  399,  412, 
429,444:  Dr.  Manly's  prescription  for  431: 
the  Standard  147,  173:  Evening  Post  173, 
187,  440,  441:  Annual  Register  260:  the 
Times  259:  Mercantile  and  Advocate  428 
New  York  state — gov.  Marcy  and  the 
loan  66, 81, 87, 95, 99, 101, 109, 112, 114, 118: 
meetings  82,  85:  factories  84:  the  Albany 
mem.  84, 126:  the  Utica  do.  244:  safety  fund 
banks  86:  new  banks  188,  299:  Gennesse 
district  248:  elections  100,  115,  172,  190: 
the  penitentiaries  102:  Chenango  loan  118: 
Albany,  charter  officers  132:  the  "regency" 
201:  canal  trade  149,  173,  191:  the  legisla- 
ture 187:  whig  celebrations  190,  243:  Sara- 
toga springs  190:  Utica  202:  Mr.  Beardsley 
244:  the  Argus  114,242,259:  public  officers 
243,442:  Jackson  majority  244:  great  rob- 
bery 255:  Evening  Journal  259:  masonic 
lodges  348:  territorial  dispute  with  N.  J. 
353:  convention  on  penitentiary  labor  428: 
cholera  412,  429,  444:  grand  canal  project- 
ed 442:  Buffalo  444 
Niger  expedition  209 
Noah  and  the  ark  122:  Noah,  M.  M.  992 
North  Ameiican,  the  147 
North  Carolina — gold  mines  85:  meet- 
ings in  87:  emigration  from  117:  the  presi- 
dent presented  1.55:  state  bank  149:  Mr. 
Brown  409:  elections                        430,  443 

Ohio — Cincinnati,  markets  5;  celebra- 
tion at  243;  cholera  316,  361,  379,  412,  429; 
of  banks  18;  gen.  Cass  429;  resolutions 
against  the  bank  51;  the  pressure,  &c.  84, 
86;  elections  430;  Millersburg  256;  flood 
348;  gen.  Vance  348;  Mr.  Ewing  396;  Dr. 
Drake  on  the  cholera  361;  importation  of 
cattle  384;  Cleveland  396;  expenditures  on 
the  harbors  of  396 

Opinions  of  public  men  266;  do.  ofthe 
olden  time  334 

Otis,  H.  G.  his  letter  concerning  Mr. 
Pearce's  accusation  404 

Palmer's  Land  118,168 

Panic  makers  66,  243 

Patterson,  the  ancient  widows  256 

Party  madness  185 


Parlies  and  party  aamei  173, 185 

Paupers  87 

Pearce,  Dutee  J.  404 

Penitentiaries,  labor  In  lOQ,  428 

Pensioners  undecided  on  174 

Pew,  Mr.  tlie  centenarian  384 

Philadelphia  Sentinel  131 

Pennsylvania — loans  1,  4,  17,  18,27,85, 
,301,  .346,"  362;  meetings,  &c.  5, 190,  243;  po- 
litics 187;  flour  at  Pittsburgh  5;  of  the  banks 
17,  84,  86,  97;  Columbia  rail  road  17;  on  the 
U.  S.  bank  19,85, 132, 428;  go  v.  Wolf's  mes- 
sage 26;  hi;-:  sudden  change  34;  Lancaster 
86;  Pottsville  86;  Uniontown  315;  Carbon- 
dale  87;  a  case  of  contempt  109;  coal  duly 
132;  do.  trade  315,  386;  Mr.  Diinlop  109, 
428;  fires  149,301;  pensioners  at  Pittsburgh 
150;  Mr.  Lacock's  speech  153;  electiona 
172,  173;  canal  business  173,  255,  256; 
Pittsburgh  insurance  CO.  413;  Harrisburgh 
convention  243;  religious  persecution  260; 
rail  road  accidents  301,  302;  gold  veins  315; 
liickorv  pole  316;  sheriff's  sales  331;  torna- 
do 348^  Mr.  Rapp  349;  Valley  Forge  381; 
cholera  412,  429;  anti-masons  429 

Pennsylvanian,  the  83,  131,  260,  364 
Pension  agency,  Mr.  Clayton's  report  10 
Pensions  and  pensioners,  U.  S.  150,  174 
Petition,  the  right  of  84 

Petitions  against  despotic  power  85 

Pet  bank  notes  170 

Peyton,  Mr.  129 

Phelps,  the  highwayman  150 

Philadelphia — accident  5;   public  meet- 
ings 29,  66,  92,  99,  116,  130;  pressure  5,  85j 
delegation  to  Washington  8,  10;  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  21;  length  of  a  petition  from  86; 
Girard  bank  50,  67,  172;  elections  66,  172; 
prayers  against  despotic  power  85;  punish- 
ment for  rescue  of  slaves  118,  174;  stealing 
118;  Mathew  Carey  124,  433;  discount  on 
notes  133;  col.  Crockett  in  149;  correspon- 
dence with  the  president  U.  S.  156;  Polish 
exiles  190;  Mr.  Southard  203;  unfinished 
buildings  in  331;  valuation  of  real  estate 
.365;  bishop  White  100,  369;  mobs  413,  435, 
441;  resolutions  of  the  Southwark  "demo- 
crats" 428;  post  office  442;  health  444 
Physicians,  of  191 
Pickpockets  148 
Pike,  col.  Zebulon                                398 
Pilgrim  fathers  401:  Plummer,  Mr.     203 
Poindexter,  Mr.      113,  129,  196,  362,  415 
Poland — exiles  in  America  85,  101,  166, 
190,  196,  256.  348;  in  Switzerland  167;  bar- 
barities of  Constantine                              382 
Polk,  Mr.  and  the  Catholic  bells         298 
Political  movements                              201 
Political  history                              404,414 
Polari,  the  jewel  robber                        191 
Population  U.  S.    tabular  statement  of 
the  424;  continuation  of  do.                     425 

Portus:al— Don  Miguel's  army  5,102;  de- 
feats of^do.  209,  351;  embarkation  of  do. 
383:  Don  Pedro's  army— operations  of  21, 
102,209,261;  his  health  431;  rejoicings  102; 
Leira21;  Camina  174;  Braga  209;  Viana 
and  Caminha  209;  free  ports  209;  accession 
to  the  queen  209;  excommunication  by  the 
pope  261;  his  concessions  415;  Miguel  and 
Don  Carlos  351;  Miguel's  declaration  383; 
his  surrender  ofthe  crown  jewels  383;  am- 
nesty 351,  383;  his  expulsion  366;  Lisbon 
383;  the  cortes  431;  convents  383,  415,  429, 
431;  the  volunteers  431;  the  quadripartite 
treaty  431;  cholera  431 

Porter,  judge  Alexander  149,  178 

Porter,  gov.  G.  B.  349;  Potter,  Mr.  150 
Post  office  department — surplus  fund  4; 
loss  of  mails  21;  extra  allowances  85,  101, 
108;  Weirick  pardoned  148;  postages  154; 
judge  Story's  views  of  185;  the  Nat.  Intel- 
ligencer's view  of  267;  the  Globe's  do.  267; 
robberies  255;  investigations  in  the  recess 
297;  Mr.  Barry's  memorial  313;  his  address 
338;  the  Phil,  post  ofiice  442— see  congress. 
Potter,  Elisha  R.  414 

Poultney,  Evan  66,  362, 393 

Pound  sterling  86,331,397 

Precious  metals,  the  decreased  produc- 
tion of  354 
Press,  specimens  ofthe  "organized"  203 
Preston,  Mr.    113,  120,  122,  129,  146,  161 
Presidential  caucus  nominations  1 
President  U.  S. — interviews  of  commit- 
tees with  1,  8;  refusal  to  receive  do.  83; 
opinions  of  foreign  journals  concerning  the 
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35,299;  the  protest,  8tc.  113,  121, 129,  130, 
138,  144,  154,  156,  169;  certain  secretaries 
64;  of  the  dwellingof  the  148;  presented  155; 
the  Philadelphia  committee  157;  renomi- 
nating bank  directors  180;  of  his  bank  veto 
187;  of  tlie  Wabash  bill  314;  Mr.  Taney  326; 
his  Nashville  toast 441;  nominations  by  the 
35,  50, 145,  169,  188,  903,  217;  reforms  259; 
leaves  Washington  328;  on  his  journey  395; 
reports  concerning  329;  at  Nashville  451 
Presidents,  U.  S.  terms  of  service,  &c. 
of  the  381 

Presidential  election,  statement  of  tho 
popular  voles  of  the  last  441,  447 

Prices  current  5,  17,  18,  49,  113 

Prince,  Enoch  379 

Produce,  diminished  value  of  49 

Proprietaries  non  reception  of  deputies  83 
Proscription  396 

Prussia — non  reception  of  the  Belgian 
minister  261 

Productive  family  444 

Public  men,  sentiments  of  certain        87 
Public  money  266 

Public  lands,  Mr.  Clay's  report  on  the 
268 — see  congress,  4'c. 
Public  opinion,  a  manufactory  of       432 
Purkett,  Henry  348 

Rail  roads — Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
17;  Charleston  118, 148,256;  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  148,  426;  Camden  and  Amboy  191; 
from  Rome  to  Naples  256;  accidents  on 
191,  301,  302,  315;  new  projects  for  256; 
Danville  and  Pottsville  301;  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  150:  London  and  Birmingham 
315:  great  speed  on  349:  Briglit's  improved 
car  349:  great  facilities  of  transportation  on 

349  427 

Randolph,  John  383,'  367 

Rapid  travelling  118,  332:  do.  sailing  381 

Rapp,  Frederick,  death  of  349 

Rates  of  discount  in  England  218 

•'Refractory  isubordinate"  86 

Removal  of  the  deposites — proceedings 

of  meetings,  reports  of  delegations  visiting 

Washington,  &c.  5,  8, 17, 28,  29,  30,  73, 85, 

87,  92, 173, 188,  195,  292,  299,  324,  327,  392 

Reshipments  to  England  331 

Retrenchment  and  reform  148 

Revenue,  receipts  of  the  202,  245:  Gen- 

nessee  district  248 

Revolutionary  soldiers  384 

Rhode  Island — business  in  84,  86:  the 
fortifications  86,  348:  masonic  charters  118: 
factories  stopped  130,  153:  elections  132, 
188,  430,  443:  Mr.  Tillinghast  148:  masons 
in  189,  336:  legislature  173;  perpetuation 
act  188:  removal  of  deposites  188, 195:  Mr. 
Robbins  217:  the  "Mercury"  298:  small 
pox  348:  collector  of  Newport  348:  impri- 
sonment for  debt  380:  U.  S.  senator  396, 430 
Rich  man  and  the  beggar  117 

Right  of  instruction  146,  395,  410 

Riots  35,  85,  100,  130, 147,  152,  210,  291, 
300, 332, 346, 357, 365, 413, 426, 435,  441, 444 
Ritchie,  Thonms  131,  146,  154,  169,  202, 
204,205,218,  260,266,267,312,347,363 

Rives,  Mr.  resignation  of  25:  on  the  right 

of  instruction  146:  on  the  French  claims 

201:  reply  to  the  Philad.  "democrats"   417 

Robberies  150, 245,  255,  301 

Rock,  great  haul  of  192 

Home— letter  from  the  pope  389 

Root,  gen.  291.  396 

Rothschild,  Mr.  102,257,383 

Row,  Edmund  326 

Rush,  Richard  149, 172, 188 

Jflussia— famine    in    5:    difference    with 

France  5, 22:  present  to  Achmet  Pacha  174: 

of  soldiers'  children  350:  cruelties  of  the 

grand  duke  382 

Sailors,  U.  S.  348,  362,  414;  amusements 

256 
Salt  manufactures  '  412 

Salutes  130 

Sampson,  William  81,  122 

Sandford,  sir  Daniel  388 

Saunders,  gen.  148 

Scarlet  fever  191 

Schley,  Mr.  of  Georgia  298 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  351 

Selden,  Mr.  146 

Senate,  U.  S.  applauding  in,  &c.  129;  de- 
nunciations of  146,  259,  260;  toasted  149; 
curious  incident  in  the  gallery  205;  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Stevenson  310,  confirmations 
and  rejections  241,  297,  329 


Sheen,  Isaac  In  search  of  a  black  wife 

346,  380 
Shetland  Islands — account  of  167 

Sheet  iron  gigs  382 

Shipwrecks  244,  250,  350 

Ship  American  burnt  380 

Signer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  death  of  389 

Silver  coins — the  law  regulating  the  va- 
lue of  321;  large  lump  (bund  431 
Silks  culture  348;  ancient  cost  of348;  ex- 
portation, to  England  350 
Skinner,  John  S.  21;  Siade,  Mr.  364 
Slave  traders  301;  slave  trade              3i7 
Sleighter,  Henry  singularities  cf         384 
Small  pox  318 
Snow                                                        256 
Social  intercourse,  D.  Webster's  views 
of  381 
South  America — Buenos  Ayres  concern- 
ing the  currency  of  113;  toleration  in   Ve- 
nezuela 150,  316;  treaty  with  U.  S.  205;  re- 
volution, &c.  218;  earthquakes,  303;  revo- 
lution in   Peru  366;  correspondence  con- 
cerning the  independence  ot            409,  419 
South  Carolina— lnai  oath  117,173,259; 
emigration   from   117;    elections  260;   go- 
vernor declines  to  call  the  legislature  292; 
his   proclamation  325;  Solom.  Legare  314; 
Charleston  Library  332;  manufactories  of 
384;  exports  397 
South  exploring  expedition  167;   south 
pole  168,  southern  discoveries                 244 
Southard,  Mr.  Samuel                  203,  314 

Sprain— state  of  5,  21,  35,  102.  261,351, 
382,  404,  415,  431;  Don  Carlos  21,  102,  261, 
351,  431,  445;  Donna  Maria  of  Portugal  174; 
decree  of  retaliation  191:  col.  O'Donnel 
382;  secular  orders  209;  great  mortality  256; 
Zumalacaraguy,  gen.  382,  404;  cholera  383, 
429,  431,  444,  445;  storms  431;  Russian  am- 
bassador recalled  383;  Rothschild's  loan 
383;  church  property  and  income  399;  re- 
gulations of  trade  401;  review  by  the  queen 
415;  South  American  independence  419 
Specie— importations  of  1,  87,  118,  132, 
133,  172,  217,  412,  442, currency  315 

Spindles  slopped  130, 153,  172 

Spirit  lamps  393 

Sprague,  Mr.  308,  429 

Stanhope,  lady  Hester  256 

St.  Simonians  118 

Slate  banks — non-efficiency  of  133;  de- 
cision on  the  unconstiitionality  of  210 
Statistics  118,  119,  150,174, 191,253,256, 
350,  352,  356,  365,  381,  382,  383,  384,  389, 
396,  399,  404,  424 
Stealing  in  high  life  118 
Steam  and  boats  and   wagons  on  lake 
Erie  118;  rapid  trip  119;  from  Charleston  to 
Boston  332;  passengers  174;  the  Caroline 
316;  a  large  boat365;  disasters,  &c.21,  119, 
150, 174, 398;  steamboat  law  153;  navigation 
of  canals  301;  boats  on  the  lakes  314;~com- 
peition  332;  on  the  western   waters  384,  lo- 
comotion by  314;  effect  on  agriculture,  &c. 
426;   boilers   to  prevent  the   explosion   of 
301,  354;  carriages  316;  332,  349,  422,426; 
power  of  steam  explained                         386 
Steele,  John  N.                                       242 
Stevenson,  Andrew  102,  146,  201,217 
251,297,310,311,337 
Stewart,  Andrew                          loi,  326 
Stocks,  sales  of  50,  113,172;   prices  in 
England  245;  arrival   of  American  stocks 
from  abroad  for  sale  245;  U.  S.  bank      430 
Stone,  operation  for                             255 
Storms                                          5,  35j  431 
Story,  judge,  on  the  post  office  dept.  185 
Straw  factory                                        191 
Suicides                                            85,  301 
Sugar,  culture  in  Florida  of  118,  refinery 
of                                                               174 
Sullivan,  Mr.  1 
Survivors  of  the  revolution                  384 
Suspension  of  works                             17 
Sutherland,  Mr.                                    298 
Sweden— ardent  spirits  consumed  In    384 

Swi<;2eWani- of  the  constitution  149,261; 
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Tappan,  Arthur  350 

Tariff,    laws  concerning  the   354;  Mr, 

Bates  before  the  British  parliament  388; 

Pennsylvania  resolutions  132 

Taylor,  gen.  Robert  B.  117 

Temperance  ship  255 


Tennessee— Uninn  bank  84, 150;  cholera 
102;  Mr.  Potter  150;  cotton  crops  191;  Alex. 
Donelson  302;  against  gambling  397;  Mr. 
Bell's  letter  415;  reception  of  gen.  Jackson 
450;  bonds  317 
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Tipton, John  398 

Toasts  114, 149,  291,  409,  415 

Tobacco,  the  price  of  256 

Tornadoes  260,  316,  349 

Toulon  disaster  260,  293 

Trade,  the  Spanish  regulations  of       401 
Treasury  depart.  U.  S.  certain  draughts 
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Valley  Forge  381 
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Vermont — union  of  parties  in  86;  pres- 
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Veto  bespoke                                        205 
Ftrgtwia— deposite    meetings,    &c.     5J 
Wheeling  5,  315,  379;  minority  address  49J 
legislature  51,  97,  173,  292;  Mr.  Leigh  17; 
elections  51,  100,  116,  132,  146,  179,  218, 
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Mr.  Ewing  364:  Mr.  Tyler  396:   Mr.  Ran- 
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ny of  357:  "old  dominion,"  384:  university 
379:  the  springs  444— see  Ritchie,  Thomas, 
Rives,  &c. 
"Vulgar  herds"  83 
Wages,  concerning  the  reduction  of  5, 
147:  prices  in  England  5 
Wager,  Mr.  1 
Wandering  piper                                    350 
Washington  and  the  credit  system  8(>:  do. 
on  the  tenure  of  office  204:  nomination  as 
commander  in-chief  253:    eulogy  on  316: 
preservation  of  his  portrait  346:  the  vote  in 
the  U.  S.  H.  R.  on  the  address  to  him  406: 
the  Aurora  on  his  retirement                  407 
Water  in  the  salt  mountains               431 
Weather,  temperature  of  the               349 
Webster,  D.  35,  49,  113,  129,  146,  201, 

w  I  .  r..  ,  ^^^'  2^5'  257,  381,  403 
Webster,  Charles  354 

Weirick,  the  mail  robber  148 

West,  expedition  to  the  442 

West  Indies— Cuba  54:  Porto  Rico  54: 
Hayti  54,  389:  emancipation  302,  442:  cho- 
lera 44^ 

West  Point  academy  390  397 

Whale  fishery,  account  of  the  '  385 

Wheat,  price  of  5,  17,  18,  49,  84:  in  Eu- 

Whigs  and  tones  lOl,  331,  434 

W  lite,  bishop  100,  369;  White,  Jos.  243 
Whittlesey,  Mr.  E.  17,  396-see  congress. 
Whitney,  Reuben  M.  85 

Whitfield,  rev.  Mr.  I85 

Williams'  Annual  Register  260 

Wilde,  Mr.  84,  100,  398 

Wilkins,  William  '430 

Wirt,  Wm.  202;  Wise,  Mr.  100,  129,  335 
Wisconsin  territory  ng 

Wood,  table  of  the  weight,  &c.  of  256 
Wood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  the  singers  444 
Wool,  woollens,  &c.  150,  190,  315,  349, 
„,      .  379,  397,  409,  423 

Wrecks  on  the  Florida  reafs  384 

Wright,  Silas  259 

Wright,  Frances  380 

Young,  McClintock  293 

Zollickoffer,  Dr.  W.  317 
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We  have,  as  it  were,  by  force,  made  room  for  one  of 
the  many  articles  of  our  own  manufacture,  which  have 
been  latterly  prepared,  and  then  postponed,  or  destroy- 
ed— being  cast  out  of  time,  by  delay. 

If  we  had  sixty  instead  of  sixteen  pages,  we  could  fill 
them  all  with  matter  proper  to  be  Registered.  Tlie 
reading  of  the  masses  of  matter,  which  we  must  read  to 
keep  ourselves  "posted-up"  in  a  knowledge  of  what  is 
going  on,  is  four  or  five  hours  hard  work,  daily. 

The  rather  new  practice,  as  we  esteem  it,  which  is  now 
pursued  in  both  houses  of  congress  on  presenting  peti- 
tions, causes  a  great  overflow  of  prompt  and  able  speeches, 
on  that  subject  which  swallows  up  all  others.  We  notice 
some  of  them — as  well  as  we  can. 

Under  the  proper  head  we  have  mentioned  a  few  things 
to  shew  the  "pressure" — not  as  alarmists,  but  in  the  way 
of  record.  There  is  a  great  excitement  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  the  people  are  filled  with  apprehen- 
sions. We  shall  not  give  the  many  reports  which  reach 
us  relating  to  these  apprehensions;  for  surely,  if  they 
have  any  effect,  it  must  be  only  to  hasten  events  that 
are  so  much  dreaded. 

Mr.  Jhiane^s  fourth  letter  has  appeared.  These  let- 
ters are  exciting  a  great  deal  of  attention.  We  know  not 
what  to  say  about  giving  them  a  place  in  the  Register, 
where  they  ojight  to  be  recorded. 

AVe  publish,  at  length,  Mr.  ^/ves'  speech  in  the  se- 
nate on  resigning  hi^i,  seat  in  that  body,  in  consequence  of 
the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia—-to  which  also  he  has  assigned  his  reasons  for  retir- 
ing. It  is  said  that  he  has  been  off*ered,  but  declines  to 
accept  any  place  under  the  administration.  This  course 
of  proceeding  must  be  approved.  It  would  "look  bad" 
if  otherwise. 

Though  we  had  seen  many  reports  concerning  the  in- 
terviews of  the  several  committees  who  have  visited 
Washington,  and  waited  on  the  president,  to  obtain  a  re- 
lief of  the  public  distress,  through  a  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites,  none  of  them  possessed  that  formal  and 
decided  character  which  we  thought  a  record  in  this  work 
ought  to  have,  and  were,  therefore,  laid  aside;  but  in  the 
report  of  the  Philadelphia  committee,  to  a  multitude  of 
persons,*  convened,  in  the  day-time,  at  the  exchange,  on 
Saturday  last,  we  have  what  may  well  be  regarded  a  do- 
cumentary statement,  the  verity  of  which  cannot  be  im- 
peached; and  the  part  which  relates  to  the  interview  with 
the  president  is  given  at  full  length — for  it  belongs  to  the 
history  of  these  momentous  times. 

The  "National  Intelligencer,"  which  is  not  oftentimes 
forward  in  such  things,  "ventures  to  predict"  that  the 
house  of  representatives  will  show  a  majority  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  "when  the  question  sliall  be 
fairly  and  directly  presented."  This  opinion  is  also  en- 
tertained by  many  of  the  best  jndgiig  members  of  the 
house;  and  some  think  that  the  movements  of  the  people, 
(and,  indeed,  the  people  are  moving),  may  possibly  cause 
a  considerable  majority  on  the  main  question,  even  with- 
out the  h^])ening  of  certain  fearful  events  which  .ire 
every  day  looked  for. 

Messrs.  Oilpin,  Sidlivan,  Wager  and  .McElderry,  no- 
minated for  re-election  as  directors  of  the  bank,  on  the 
part  of  "the  government,"  have  been  rejected  by  the  se- 


nate.    Mr.  /.  A.  Bayard  was  approved  as  the  fifth 
rector,  some  time  ago. 


di- 


By  \hefast  mail,  we  received,  on  Monday  last,  an  or- 
der for  a  new  subscription,  enclosing  five  dollars,  from 
Brooklyn,  Oliio,  358  miles  from  Washington,  and  about 
tlie  same  from  Baltimore,  dated  J^ovember  28,  1833,  in 
ninety  days  passage,  and  which  had  evidently  encoun- 
tered much  rough  usage  on  its  voyage.  W^e  are  thankful 
for  its  arrival — at  the  rate  of  four  miles  a  day.  "Slow 
and  sure."  The  letter  was  plainly  and  correctly  address- 
ed. The  business  of  the  post  office  is  in  a  horrible  state. 
We  hear  of  it,  a.\\(lfeel  it,  almost  every  day. 

The  last  year's  permanent  loan,  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
taken  at  13^  per  cent,  premium.  There  is  not  one  ofi*er 
to  take  the  present  year's.  The  state  requires  about 
$2,500,000  to  complete  certain  works,  and  foij^ repairs, 
kc. 


*This  meetina;  consisted  of  more  tliini  ten  thousand,  embrac- 
ing a  very  larac  proportion  of  the  productive  labor,  wealth  and 
capital  of  the  city— and  probably  five-sixths  of  its  basiness-raen. 
Vol.  XLVI-Sio.  1. 


There  is  a  large  export  of  gold  and  silver  from  Eng- 
land— and  3'et  money  is  "plenty"  in  that  country;  there 
is  a  large  import  of  silver  into  the  United  States,  and  a 
good  deal  of  gold  is  gathered  in  our  mines,  but  money  is 
"scarce"  here.  Conjidence  in  the  one  case,  and  the  want 
of  it  in  the  other,  causes  these  strange  things. 

Richard  M.  Johnson  has  been  named  for  the  presiden- 
cy, by  a  caucus  of  tlie  "Jackson"  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky — subject,  however,  to  the  decision  of 
a  national  convention. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  late  governor  of  Massachusetts,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  majority  of  from  6  to  8  for  1,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Davis,  present  governor  of  the  state.  He 
arrived  at  Washington  on  Thursday  last. 

The  much  esteemed  Cadxoallader  D.  Golden,  esq,  died 
at  his  seat  in  Jersey  City,  opposite  New  York,  on  the  7th 
ult.  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

The  tide  of  emigration  is  setting  back  to  England — 171 
steerage  passengers  lately  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  New' 
York,  in  one  vessel.  This  is  well;  we  have  a  great  sur- 
plus of  labor  just  now— and  do  not  wish  new  importa- 
tions to  send  our  own  people  supperless  to  bed. 

George  Kremer  has  been  named,  by  a  meeting  held  in 
Union  county,  as  a  proper  person  to  supercede  Mr,  Wolf 
in  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  Pennsylvania! 

5c5="In  the  absence  of  statistical  facts,  we  can  do  bat  little 
to  obtain  correct  ideas  of  practical  results,  though  they 
belong  to  the  every-day's  business  of  the  people — nor  do 
we  esteem  the  importance  cf  many  things,  on  account  of 
ouv  familiarity  with  them. 

We  propose  to  make  some  remarks,  (and  they  must 
necessarily  be  brief,  for  it  is  hardl,v  within  the  power  of 
the  human  mind  to  carry  them  out),  on  three  great  sub- 
jects— which,  not  capahle  of  demonstration,  mar  yet  be 
so  presented,  perhaps,  as  to  give  to  the  reflecting  reader 
some  notion  of  their  extent,  as  astronomers  point  ont  the 
distances  of  the  fixed  stars;  but  when  thousands  of  mil- 
lions are  spoken  of,  we  wonder  at,  rather  than  compre- 
hend, the  amount. 

1.  The  value  of  the  annual  productions  of  the  United 
States; 

2.  The  divisibility  of  matter  and  principle  of  aggrega- 
tion; 

3.  The  circulation  of  values. 

These  subjects  are  not  merely  speculative.  Each  re- 
lates to  tilings  which  reach  the  heart  and  home  of  every 
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man.  And  we  hope  in  the  progress  of  the  present  writ- 
ing, to  bring  out  certain  probabilities  and  principles  which 
may  instruct,  as  well  as  amuse,  ourselves  and  others. 

1.   The  value  af  the  anuual  productions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

What  is  value?  Civilized  communities  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  adopted  different  things  by  which  they  mea- 
sured \2\\iq — generally  pieces  of  gold  or  silver,  or  of  pa- 
per, stamped  or  marked  in  certain  ways;  and  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  pounds  of  tobacco  were  measures  of 
value.  The  student  of  political  economy  is  continually 
l)resented  with  new  difficulties  when  the  terms  value  and 
mo7iey 'AYG  placed  in  adjusted  comparisons — for  they  have 
no  necessary  affinities  one  to  the  other,  though  often  rated 
as  the  same.  The  affinity  is  only  conventional  or  condi- 
tional, or  rendered  absolute  by  "existing  circumstances." 
At  one  time  and  place,  a  pound  of  diainon<ls  might  be 
less  valuable  than  a  pound  of  potatoes—- at  another  time 
and  place,  a  pound  of  diamonds  will  be  more  valuable 
than  many  millions  of  pounds  of  j)otatoes.  The  quanti- 
ties have  the  same  denorainatious,  though  the  compara- 
tive values  ai*e  almost  imrneasurabltf  changed.  Money 
too,  even  gold  and  silver  coin,  is  subject  to  frequent 
changes  of  value — by  contractions  or  expansions  of  the 
circulation,  supply  and  demand.  But  we  shall  leave 
these  matters  on  the  simple  suggestion  of  them,  and  con- 
sider value  as  determined  by  money — which  is  some- 
thing, any  thing,  metal  or  paper,  but  with  a  certain  ge- 
neral relation  to  pennyweights  of  gold  or  ounces  of  sil- 
ver. Money  is,  in  I'att,  the  circulating  mediutn,  and  a 
five  dollar  note  issued  by  what  is  called  a  specie-paying 
bank,  is  regarded  as  five  dollars. 

After  much  reflection  on  the   subjecQ'and  the  use  of 
some  data  obtained  as  to  the  cost  of  subsistence,  clothing 
and  shelter,  we  have,  by  several  calculations,  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  that  the  annually  produced  values  in  the 
United  States  are  certainly  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.     This  is  meant  to  include  a  supply  of 
all  the  new  wants  of  twelve  millions  of  persons,  extend- 
ing through  every  class  of  society,  from  the  making  or 
repairs  of  a  fence  on  a  farm  to  the  tear  and  wear  and  sup- 
ply of  a  needle— all  sorts  of  necessary  labor  by  which 
value  is  created,  and  the  obtainment  of  all  sorts  of  imple- 
ments and  tools,  animals  or  buildings,  useful  in  such  crer 
ations — houses  or  ships,  wagons  or  wheelbarrows — the 
making  or  repairs  of  roads,  canals  and  bridges,  with  the 
cost  of  education — and  in  short,  all  the  requirements  of 
civilized  life.     The  sum  above  stated  seems  a  large  one; 
but  when  we  reflect  that  it  allows  only  125  dollars  for 
each  individual,  the  great  amount  is  narrowed  down,  and 
the  mind  can  grapple  the  probability  of  the  fact  as  sug- 
gested.    The  average  annual  cost  of  paupers  in  our  poor 
houses,  without  any  allowance  for  the  buildings  in  which 
they  live,  would  be  nearly  one-half  of  the   125  dollars 
above  stated — if  the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor 
was  added  to  the  money  actually  disbursed  on  account  of 
them.     The  common  laborer  who  has  a  family  of  three 
other  persons,  and  receives  only  one  dollar  a  day,  or  300 
dollars  per  annum,  would   not  appear  to  live  at  the  rate 
of  125  per  head — but  his  wife  also  produces  value  in  the 
preparation  of  his  food  or  the  making  and  washing  of  his 
clothes;  and  these  being  necessary  to  his  subsistence  and 
shelter,  or  comfort,  should  be  admitted  into  such  aggre- 
gates of  values  in  the  full  sum  that  it  would  have  cost,  in 
money,  to  have  had  such  services  performed  by  another 
person.     The  correctness  of  these  principles  being  ad- 
mitted, and  we  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  objected  to,  we 
think  it  will  appear  manifest,  that  the  money  value  of  all 
the  annual  products  of  the  United  States,  (whether  natu- 
ral, such  as  the  yearly  growth  of  trees  in  the  forest,  or 
by  labor  expended  such  as  in  rendering  forest  trees  useful 
as  fire-wood)  cannot  he  less  than  1,500,000,000  dollars. 
Such  are  the  annual  creations  of  value  which  seeming- 
ly must  be  made,  for  the  preservation  and  accommoda- 
tion of  society.     A  part  of  the  sum  suggested  may  go  in- 
to accurmdating  values.     Thus — if  100,000  dollars  worth 
of  new  houses  are  erected  in  a  year,  in  any  city  or  town, 
or  a  mill  worth  that  sum  is  built  and  fitted,  the  whole  of 
this  amount,  less  the  tear  and  wear  and  natural  decay, 
with  cost  of  alterations  or  repairs,  is  passed   into  the  ac- 
cumulating value;  but  if  such  houses  or  mill  be  totally 
destroyed  by  fire,  or  otherwise,  the  actual  money  cost  is 
chargeable  on  the  annual  production  of  values. 


These  things  seem  very  clear  to  our  mind.  There  does 
not  appear  any  sort  of  mystery  about  them.  But  to  un- 
derstand them,  tlie  reader  mwst.  think  a  little  for  himself. 
2.  The  divisibility  of  matter  and  principle  of  aggrega- 
tioji.  Here  is,  indeed,  a  wide  field  for  observation,  and 
we  shovdd  not  aftcct  an  ability  to  comprehend  the  ideas 
that  belong  to  it,  unless  in  a  fiuiiiliarity  ^^ilh  manifest 
facts  whicli  bear  upon  divisibility  and  aggregation.  By 
these  facts  we  are  enabled,  as  it  were,  to  measure  immea- 
siirable  things.  Thus  we  know  that  the  mighty  Missis- 
sippi, which  discharges  her  thirty-fathom-deep  flood  into 
the  sea,  is  made  up  of  particles  of  moisture,  or  water,  so 
minute  as  to  be  incomprehensible.  So  is  the  vast  ocean 
itself  formed  of  inconceivably  small  atoms  of  matter. 
And  if  we  regard  animal  life,  the  whale's  vast  bulk  is 
believed  to  be  made  up  in  the  consumption  of  other  ani- 
mals so  minute,  that,  possibly,  his  daily  supply  of  food 
may  require  a  million  of  millions  of  them.  And  with 
regard  to  ourselves — in  a  spoon  full  of  vinegar,  used  on 
our  cabbage  at  dinner,  perhaps  we  take  in  half  a  mil- 
lion of  little  snake-like  things,  whose  bitings  and  scratch- 
ings  when  they  reach  our  palates  produce  that  sensation, 
or  taste,  for  which  vinegar  is  desired;  and  if  we  eat  a 
single  fig  after  dinner,  what  is  the  number  of  crab-like 
and  pugnacious  animals  that  pass  into  our  stomachs?  It 
is  so  also  in  the  works  of  man.  Instance  the  divisibility  of 
gold.  So  in  the  works  of  insects — witness  the  fineness  of 
a  spider's  web.  It  is  not  worth  Avhile  to  dwell  on  these 
subjects — for  the  divisibility  of  matter  and  force  of  ag- 
gregation are  manifest  to  our  senses,  though  we  cannot 
count  up  the  power  of  either— in  its  minuteness,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  magt\itude  on  the  other. 

The  preceding  remarks  on  the  two  first  propositions 
offered  appear  necessary  to  a  consideration  of  the  third, 
which  is 

The  circulation  of  values;  more  difficult,  perhaps,  to  re- 
duce into  an  intelligible  statement  thaneither  of  the  others, 
however  important  are  its  operations  on  the  condition 
of  society.  But,  that  the  reader  may  more  easily  under- 
stand what  is  intended  to  be  said  on  this  subject,  we  shall 
premise,  that  the  "circulation  of  values,''  though  not  in 
all  cases  synonymous,  is  here  intended  to  mean  nearly 
the  same  thing  as  exchanges  of  valiXis,  and  the  efiect  of 
the  currency  on  them — and  on  all  persons  who  buy  or 
sell,  or  make  exchanges  of  values,  whether  in  labor  or 
in  the  products  of  labor.  And,  with  craving  the  attention 
of  the  reader,  we  shall,  at  once,  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  certain  subjects  that  we  have  never  seen  referred 
to  in  a  methodical  manner,  which,  however,  are  so  nu- 
merous in  their  mutations  that  the  mind  must  be  exerted 
to  perceive  what  ihe pen  cannot  describe. 

The  annual  productions  of  the  United  States  may  be 
called  the  starting  point  of  the  exchanges,  or  circulations 
of  value.  It  is  no  matter  in  what  shape  they  appear. 
Every  grain  of  corn  that  enters  into  the  subsistence  of  a 
negro  employed  in  the  growth  of  cotton,  passes  into  the 
circulation  of  values  until  the  cotton  becomes  cloth;  and 
then,  reduced  into  rags,  is  made  into  paper,  and  such 
paper  into  books,  &c.  We  have  shewn  M'hat  is  the  divisi- 
bility of  matter;  we  have  spoken  of  aggregation;  but  to 
begin  at  the  beginning  and  end  at  the  ending  of  the  cir- 
culation of  values,  would  be  something  like  an  atttempt 
to  calculate  the  boundaries  of  space,  except  in  believing 
that  space,  (in  the  human  understanding),  <fl7moMiave 
any  boundary.  To  makej.the  compass,  for  an  example, 
with  which  the  land  was  surveyed  on  which  the  grain  of 
corn  above  alluded  to  grow,  involved  many  thousands  of 
exchanges  of  values,  and  yet  some  part  of  the  value  of 
that  compass  passed  into  that  grain  of  corn.  The  survey 
gave  value  to  the  land,  and  many  other  values  were  add- 
ed before  the  gi-ain  of  corn  was  produced;  but  that  grain 
partook  of  them  all,  and,  passing  into  the  subsistence  of 
the  laborer,  entered  into  the  value  of  the  cotton,  and 
that  indescribably  small  portion  of  cotton  may  have  ex- 
istence, after  all  its  mutations,  in  the  value  of  a  volume 
of  the  ItKGiSTEU.  The  value  of  the  tuear  of  the  knife 
with  which  an  animal  is  flajed,  enters  into  the  value  of  a 
pair  of  l)00ts;  and  all  values  are  continu.ally  exchanging. 
I'here  arc  luauy  other  classes  of  circulations  of  values. 
Tims,  after  a  house  worth  $1,000  is  biiilt,  or  a  value  of 
§l,0tK)  so  created,  every  sale  of  that  house  puts  2,000  dol- 
lars into  the  exchanges — for  the  operation  between  the 
buyer  and  seller  is  a  double  one.     We  once  traced  the 
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history  of  a  check  on  a  l}ank  for  $300,  which,  hfiviiijj; 
changed  hands  11  times  on  the  dtiy  of  its  issue  and  before 
it  reached  Uie  bank,  of  course  caused  the  pnyment  of 
3,300' dollars  and  the  receipt  of  the  same  sutn,  or  6,6(.H) 
in  all.  So  it  is  witli  bank  notes,  or  private  bills.  Every 
chang;e  that  is  made  in  the  possession  of  them,  is  a  "circu- 
lation of  value,"and  at  evei-y  turn  must  needs  yield  some 
portion  of  profit  to  the  community,  if  the  note  is  finally 
paid,  and  tiien  its  value  as  a  circulaling;  medium  makes  a 
pause,  or  altogether  ceases,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Fx'om  these  broad  and  general  views  we  siiall  retire 
into  a  consideration  of  operations  that  may  he  more  e^isily 
understood,  being  direct  and  palpable,  iti  every    inove. 

In  the  following  pro  for/'ia  statement,  exact  amounts 
are  not  even  aimed  at — the  whole  [)urpose  being  to  note 
the  various  chief  circulations  of  values. 

Let  us  suppose' — ■ 

1.  Tliere  is  on  a  certain  plantation  in  the  interior 
of  South  Carolina,  a  quantity  of  cotton  in  the 
seed,  (that  will  yield  1,000  lbs.  of  clean  cotton,) 
which  is  worth,  as  it  canie  from  the  field,  $     80 

2.  For  costs  of  transportation  to  tlie  gin,  ginning 
and  packing,  transpoi-tation  to  the  factor  at 
Charleston,  his  commissions,  charges  for  store 

rent,  &c.  20 

S.  The  factor  sells  the  1,000  lbs.  of  cotton  to  the 
agent  of  a  mill  at  Lowell,  for  100  dollars — the 
agent's  commission  on  the  purchase,  and  cost 
of  transportation  by  land  and  water  to  Lowell, 
&;c.  is  10 

4.  Tliis  110  dollars  worth  of  cotton  at  Lowell  is 
there  woven,  spun,  and  jjrinted,  and  produces 
5,000  yards  of  calico,  worth  10  cents  per  yard, 
or 


5.  The  goods  are  sent  from  Lowell  to  the  agent 
in  Boston,  and,  with  various  costs  and  commis- 
sions paid  to  him,  have  a  value  of 

6.  They  are  sold  to  a  house  in  Baltimore,  and, 
with  charges  for  transportation,  &c.  cost  that 
house 

7.  To  pay  house  rent,  tlerk  hire,  and  subsist 
himself,  the  Baltimore  merchant  must  have 
not  less  than  5  per  cent,  profit  on  his  sale  of 
this  lot  of  goods  to  a  country  merchant,  or  say 

S.  To  indemnify  the  country  merchant  for  his 
expenses  variously  incurred,  charges  for  trans- 
portation, risk  and  profits, he  must  gain  20  per 
cent,  on  the  $550,  and  his  sales  amount  to 


500 

515 

525 

550 
660 


Forward  circulation  $2,885 

But  with  the  consumer  it  may  be  said  that  a  back  cir- 
culation commences,  and  all  the  exchanges  of  values  are 
reversed;  so  that  a  quantity  of  cotton  which,  as  it  came 
from  the  field,  was  worth  only  80  dollars,  may,  and  no 
<loubt  oftentimes  does,  set  into  motion  a  circulating  me- 
dium of  5,770  dollars.*  It  is  on  the  celerity  ov  slowness  of 
this  circulation  that  the  "plentifnlness"  or  "scarcity"  of 
money  much  depends.  If  a  miser  hoards  1,000  silver  dol- 
lars, they  are  no  more  useful  than  their  weight  in  brick- 
hats.  But  if  he  takes  them  out  of  his  chest,  and  builds 
a  house  with  them,  an  active  value  is  spread  among  the 
working  people,  and  it  goes  on  to  accumulate  values, 
perhaps,  in  tlie  shape  of  new  houses — or  in  some  other 
exchangable  commodity,  no  matter  what. 

And  in  the  preceding  pro  forma  statement  may  be 
seen  the  effticts  of  the  "American  System."  If  the  par- 
ticular lot  of  cotton,  worth  100  dollars  at  Charleston,  was 
exported,  in  an  English  ship,  and  manufactured  in  Eng- 
land, tlie  circulation  of  values  in  the  4th  and  5th  items, 
(making  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount), 
could  not  happen  in  the  United  States.  This  is  mani- 
fest, and  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  it. 

*The  Header  will  please  to  recollect  that  the  consumption  of 
cotton  in  the  United  States  may  be  placed  at  about  100,000,000 
Jbs.— or  so  it  would  have  been  in  the  present  year  had  the  cur- 
rency not  been  disturbed.  Add  up  the  domestic  "circula- 
tions OF  VALUE,"  then,  which  are  dependent  on  the  home 
ttiannfacture  of  this  huge  amount  of  cotton,  rejjarding  only  the 
regular  mutations  whi<h  are  above  described!  If  1,000  lbs. 
Sive  so  mncli,  what  will  J 00  millioits  of  pounds  give.'  Work  it 
*y  the  rule  of  three!  The  principle  will  extend  to  the  ajjare- 
3ffafe  produced.  We  appeal  to  all  business  men — to  every  man 
"Who  uncJerstands  the  first  rules  of  arithmetic. 


But  to  return  to  the  preceding  statement.  If  money  is 
"l)lenty,"  the  planter,  on  depositing  his  cotton,  draws  oq 
the  factor,  the  factor  has  tlie  note  of  the  agent  discount- 
ed, and  the  agent  realizes  his  draught  on  the  house  at 
Lowell,  and  so  it  goes  on  through  the  whole  of  the  pri- 
mary, or  secondary,  exchanges,  in  a  week's  time  for  eacli 
series,  and  the  money  derived  from  each  commence* 
new  operations,  and  i)roceeds  without  any  definite  end, 
branching  out  into  tens  of  thousands  of  divisibilities,  and 
entering  into  the  business  of  tens  of  thousands  of  per- 
sons. But  how  must  it  be  when  the  factor  cannot  i)ay 
the  draught  of  the  jdanter  until  the  money-worth  of  the 
cotton  is  realized  frotn  the  consumer — 'the  operation  will 
require  froni  twelve  to  eighteen  months,  and  the  "scarci- 
ty" of  money  be  felt  by  all  the  parties,  as  well  as  by  all 
who  are  dependent  on  them  resjjectively.*  The  general 
business  of  tlie  United  States  is  performed  on  a  credit 
.system,  except  that  vital  and  imj)ortant  part  which  per- 
tains io  first  labor,  and  the  mnncy  n^ftiX  in  the  payment  of 
daily  or  weekly  wages,  vivifies  the  whole;  and  thus  it 
works:  the  planter  draws  on  his  factor,  and  the  latter 
])ays  the  draught,  because  the  note  given  to  him  by  the 
agent  has  been  discounted,  or  the  money  is  paid,  for  the 
reason  that  the  agent  has  made  a  draught  on  the  princi- 
pal at  Lowell,  for  which  the  bank  has  given  him  money, 
and  so  on  through  all  the  changes:  but  if  the  bank  de- 
clines the  exchange  of  its  notes,  or  money,  f®r  the  note« 
of  individuals  ottered,  all  the  operations  must  await  their 
own  time,  or  a  great  reduction  of  prices  and  profits  ensue, 
in  every  department  of  this  circulation  of  values.  Certain 
Cobbetiaus  talk  about  the  establishment  of  a  specie  cur- 
rency— that  would  reduce  the  circulatioti  of  values,  and 
reduce  wages,  perhaps,  two-lhii'ds  of  their  present  gene- 
ral amount,  and  what  would  he  gained  by  this?  Price, 
we  admit,  is  only  a  comparative  term' — but  a  five  dollai' 
note  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  worth  rather 
more  than  five  silver  dollars,  on  account  of  the  conveni- 
ence of  its  transportation,  and  why  should  all  the  habits 
of  society  be  unhinged  by  the  extinguishment  of  eueh  a 
currency,  and  labor  be  reduced  from  100  to- 33  cents  per 
day?  There  is  a  great  objection  to  a  paper  currency 
when  it  does  not  truly  represent  money,  by  being  redu- 
cible into  solid  cash;  but  while  it  may  be,  it  is  the  agenfr 
of  uncounted  blessings,  and  especially  to  the  laboring 
poor.  The  only  thing  to  be  desired  is  to  keep  it  in  due 
bounds,  by  safe  checks  and  wholesome  balances;  such  as 
we  had  between  the  national  and  state  banks,  a  little 
while  ago. 

If  we  have  measurably  succeeded  in  making  ourselves 
understood,  the  reflecting  reader,  like  ourselves,  will  be 
afraid  to  mention  a  sum  as  the  probable  amount  of  the 
circulatio?i  of  values,  for  the  magnitude  of  the  subject 
seems  to  place  it  without  the  limits  of  our  comprehen- 
sion, though,  as  it  is  wil^h  reference  to  space,  ive  can  com- 
prehend that  it  is  incomprehensible;  and  that  is  a  great 
point  gained:  for  in  even  thus  comprehending,  we  must 
believe  in  the  incomprehensible.  So  all  believe  except 
the  wretchefl  fools  who  suppose  that  all  things  happened 
"by  chance" — without  reflecting,  that  there  must  have 
been  a  ])re-existing  cause  to  give  the  power  of  action  even 
to  "chance."  These  things  are  humbly  suggested — and 
for  the  simple  and  sole  purpose  of  repeating,  that  a  great 
point  is  gained,  when,  with  tbe  evidence  of  indisputable 
facts  before  us,  we  are  able  to  comprehend  that  some 
things  are  not  comprehensible,  that  ive  may  believe. 

And  now  to  the  application  of  the  preceding  remarks. 
The  mighty  aggregations  of  values,  with  the  swiftness  of 
the  circulations,  essentially  depend  on  the  so7tndness  and 
uniformity  of  the  currency — which  is,  let  us  .say  125  mil- 
lions in  bank  notes,  which  bank  notes  have  valuw  on  25 
millions  in  specie,  and  which  specie  remains,  or  is  made 
useful,  on  confidence.  "Caution  is  the  parent  of  secu- 
rity"— and  very  wise,  and  very  cool-thinking  men,  only, 
shoidd  meddle"  with  the  currency  of  a  country!  The  ups 
and  downs  of  hurrah  party-politics  should  no  more  be 
permitted  to  approach  it,  than  the  Caliban,  of  Shak- 
speare,  (in  the  play  of  the  "Tempest"),  have  had  an  in- 
troduction into  the  nuptial  bed  of  the  chaste  Miranda,  to 
begin  a  new  begetting  of  horrid  monsters  there.  The 
matter  that  belongs  to  the  application  is  designed  to  be 
the  subject  of  another  essay.     In  the  mean  time  we  offer 


'Ujilesstlie  money  i*  obtained  by  shavings,  or  iess  prices^ 


NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH  1,  1834— THE  PRESSURE. 


the  following  extract  from  the  speech  oi  Henry  Brough- 
am, now  belittled  by  the  title  of  lord  Brougham,  in 
opening  a  speech  in  August  last  on  the  bill  for  a  rechar- 
ter  of  the  bank  of  England: 

He  "begged  to  state  that  he  would  be  the  last  man  to 
express  an  approval  of  any  measure,  if  he  thought  that 
its  results  would  be  to  lead,  by  however  long  a  process, 
to  a  depreciation  of  the  currency  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  absolutely  and  imperatively  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  all  interests  in  this  country,  mercantile  or  otherwise — 
for  the  stability  of  trade  and  agriculture — tliat  there 
should  be  no  further  tampering'  ivith  the  currency,  (hear, 
hear),  and  that  no  attempt  or  proceeding  should  be  sanc- 
tioned by  parliament,  or  the  executive  government, 
vhich  could  by  any  remote  possibility,  cause  any  change 
in  the  value  of  the  circidating  medium.^'' 

It  was  not  easy  to  decide  whether  precedence  should 
be  given  to  the  insertion  of  the  report  of  the  judiciary 
committee  of  the  senate,  or  to  the  dissent  of  the  minority 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
house  of  representatives  concerning  the  pension  fund. 
We  havcj  however,  given  a  place  to  the  former,  for  one 
reason,  perhaps,  that  it  was  the  imanimoiis  act  of  the 
committee,*  and  so  stands  more  fully  in  opposition  to 
the  report  made  to  the  other  house.  And,  as  the  same 
general  argument  prevails  in  both  papers,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  present  more  than  one  of  them,  at  a 
time  when  room  is  so  much  needed  by  us.  The  reader, 
to  form  the  more  correct  conclusions  on  this  subject, 
should  have  before  him  the  i-eport  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  inserted  in  the  last  Register.  Per- 
haps, a  better  understanding  might  be  obtained  if  the  ar- 
gument of  the  attorney  general  was  also  given — but  we 
cannot  get  space  for  it.  The  ground  taken  by  him,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  appears  in  the  reports  alluded  to.  It 
seems  clearly  admitted  that  pensions  must  be  paid  at  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices,  or  under  charge 
of  the  bank,  in  certain  other  cases  prescribed  by  law;  but 
the  right  in  the  secretary  of  war  to  remove  the  deposite 
of  what  the  bank  considers  pension  money,  is  in  the  sup- 
position that  certain  laws  are  v\o\.  pension  laws,  though  so 
officially  called  over  and  over  again,  as  shewn  in  the  re- 
port made  to  the  senate;  and  it  is  further  said,  that  the 
law  gives  to  the  secretary  of  war  no  pov/er  over  the  pub- 
lic deposites — though  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may 
exert  such  power  on  certain  occasions,  &c.  two  instances 
being  given  in  which  the  ivar  secretary  retraced  his  steps 
in  this  very  matter,  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  bank. 
And  it  is  manifest  that  the  present  order  must  be  with- 
drawn, or  that  the  pensioners  will  not  be  paid,  unless 
congress  shall  pass  an  act  to  relieve  the  bank  of  its  i-e^- 
sponsibilities  in  this  case,  when  the  bank  will  gladly  re- 
linquish the  agency,  for  it  is  a  very  burthensome  one,  as 
is  shewn  in  the  letter  of  the  president  of  one  the  new  de- 
posite banks,  at  N.  York,  published  in  the  last  Registpiu. 

Some  years  ago,  a  person  permitted  (for  his  own  pur- 
poses), a  small  sura  of  money  to  accumulate  and  remain 
in  our  hands.  He  suddenly  became  a  bankrupt,  and  pe- 
titioned for  relief  under  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  state. 
Whereupon  ^T;e  processes  were  served  upon  us  about 
the  money  due — each  individually  claiming  it.  The 
debt  was  freely  acknowledged  to  all  the  parties — and  yet 
we  were  harrassed  in  attendances  at  court,  time  after 
time,  as  a  witness.  Thus  worried,  it  was  respectfully 
asked,  and  leave  obtained  of  the  court,  to  say,  that  so 
many  dollars  and  cents  stood  on  our  books  to  the  ci-edit 
of  the  bankrupt,  whicli  would  be  paid  into  court. in  five 
minutes,  or  placed  in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties, 
as  the  court  should  be  pleased  to  decide.  The  court 
then  released  us  from  further  attendance;  and  when  the 
claim  was  established  by  the  proper  authority,  it  was  in- 
stantly satisfied.  So  stands  the  bank — the  extra  clerk 
hire  and  labor  expended  in  paying  the  pensions  far  ex- 
ceeds the  profits  derivable  from  the  use  of  the  pension 
money— 'but  the  law,  as  the  bank  believes,  has  required 
this  duty  of  them,  as  one  of  the  onerous  conditions  of  its 
charter,  and  simply  asks  that  the  law  will  relieve  them 
of  all  responsibility  on  the  subject,  as  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  repofted  by  Mr.  Polk^  from  the  committee  of  wavs 
and  means.     If  it  is  right  that  the  secretary  of  war  should 
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have  the  disposition  or  charge  of  the  money,  let  Mr. 
Polk^a  bill  pass,  and  all  the  difficulty  is  over.  If  it  is 
not  right  that  such  disposition  or  charge  should  be  made 
— what  remedy  would  remain  to  the  bank,  if  the  court 
decided,  that  it  had  wrongfxdly  parted  with  money,  ex- 
pressly appropriated,  and  placed  in  its  possession,  for  the 
payment  of  certain  meritorious  individuals,  for  services 
rendered?  In  such  a  case,  every  one  of  these  might  sus- 
tain an  action  against  the  bank,  if,  (from  any  cause),  not 
paid  the  money  respectively  due  them. 

We  must  confess  our  surprise,  after  what  has  happen- 
ed, that  the  secretary  of  war  should  have  again  attempt- 
ed such  a  proceeding.  We  rather  expected  that  he  would 
have  followed  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Duane;  and, 
as  it  is  morally  certain  that  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Folk  will  not  be  passed  into  a  law — perliaps  not  pass 
either  house  of  congress,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  will 
hold  on  to  the  money,  as  it  ought,  until  lawfully  relieved 
of  the  responsibility  of  a  just  distribution  of  it,  by  the 
expiration  of  the  period  of  its  charter,  March,  1836. 
Future  deposites  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  may  not 
be  made  in  it — the  new  deposite  banks  may  be  arranged 
for  that  duty,  in  the  power  assumed;  but  as  this  money 
went  into  the  bank  according  to  law,  there  is  no  power  to 
take  it  out  unless  in  concord  with  tlie  law;  as  the  fact  of 
the  bill  reported  by  JMr.  Polk  conclusively  shews.  Why 
such  a  law,  if  lawful  poxoer  already  existed  to  remove  the 
pe7ision  money?  And  all  that  can  be  done  in  this  new 
war  against  the  bank,  is — to  suffer  the  money,  at  present 
deposited,  to  be  paid,  by  it,  to  those  to  whom  it  belongs, 
and  refuse  to  send  other  moneys  to  the  bank,  on  ac- 
count of  pensions.  Thus  "the  government"  may  take  the 
"responsibility,"  and  relieve  the  bank  of  it,  hereafter — 
without  the  enactment  of  a  new  law,  though  existing  laws 
declare  that  peiisions  shall  be  paid  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  presuming,  however  that  the  pension  mo- 
ney must  first  be  deposited  therein. 

A  great  effort  is  making  in  Pennsylvania,  by  petitioning 
the  legislature,  praying  for  its  action  that  the  public  de- 
posites may  be  restored  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Saturday  last,  being  the  time  fixed  for  opening  proposals 
for  a  permanent  loan  of  $729,354,  at  Harrisburgh,  it  was 
found  that  not  a  single  offer  had  been  made.  Under  pre- 
sent prospects,  the  public  works  of  Pennsylvania  must  be 
discontinued,  and  great  public  loss,  as  well  as  much  pri- 
vate distress  thereby  ensue. 

We  have  been  promised  a  currency,  and  by  high  aa- 
thoi'ity  too,  better  than  that  which  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  furnished. 

On  Tuesday  last  we  paid  5  per  cent,  discount  on  a  note 
of  one  of  the  banks  at  Hartford,  Con.  and  .3  per  cent,  dis- 
count on  one  of  those  issued  by  a  bank  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
in  exchange  for  Baltimore  bank  notes.  We  do  not  know 
the  present  shaving  tariff  at  Hartford  and  Pittsburgh,  but 
venture  nothing  in  saying  that  the  notes  of  the  banks  al- 
luded to,  at  home,  are,  together,  3  or  4  per  cent,  more 
valuable  than  any  Baltimore  bank  notes  there.  And  on  tjje 
same  day,  a  gentleman  of  Kentucky,  paying  us  a  small 
bill,  was  careful  to  select  Baltimore  paper,  which  he  had 
bought  at  3  per  cent,  discount.  The  "safety  fund'* 
bank  notes  are  at  2  per  cent,  discount  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and,  for  one  or  two  days,  were  at  5!  Some  ar- 
rangements are  said  to  have  been  made  for  the  relief 
of  these  banks,  by  which  the  discount  receded  as  stated 
above.  The  shaving  of  bank  notes  is  now  a  mighty  bu- 
siness, and  employs  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
Exchange  on  England  remains  below  "par. "  That  is, 
say  9  per  cent,  below  the  real  par. 

The  committee  on  post  offices  and  post  roads  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  have  made  a  report  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  restore  to  the  post  office  department  the 
sum  of  1,103,927  dollars,  which,  at  different  periods, 
since  the  establishment  of  that  department,  have  been 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  But  no  part 
of  this  sum  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  for  several 
years  last  past. 

THE    PRESSURE,  &C. 

Crentmeetinps  of  the  people  are  holding  in  many  of  the  states  • 
at  wliich  memoriale  to  congress  are  adopted,  praying  relief  from 
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Ihe  pressure  on  the  money  market,  by  a  restoration  of  the  pub- 
Jic  deposites  to  the  bank  ofllie  United  States.  The  citizens  of 
Virginia  are  all  alive  on  this  subject,  but  rather  more,  periiaps, 
on  what  they  regard  a  violent  seizure  of  the  public  purse,  than 
on  account  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  that  has  fol- 
lowed it.  A  few  meetings  of  a  different  character  have  been 
"gotten"  up  in  Pi-siinsylvania,  and  by  persons  who,  before  the 
veto  of  the  bank  bill,  would  have  pronounced  it  treason  against 
the ''domocracy"  of  Pennsylvania  to  suppose  that  tlie  events 
which  have  happened  could  take  place. 

We  have  fresh  accounts  of  ti\e  proceedings  of,  perhaps,  one 
hundred  meetings  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  in  tlie  cur- 
rent week.  At  some  of  those  held  in  Virginia,  lately,  very  strong 
language  was  used. 

We  noticed  in  our  last  the  prospect  of  things  at  Lowel.  Since 
then  a  large  number  of  girls  have  "turned  out"  to  prevent  a  re- 
duction of  wages,  and  they  committed  some  things  which  fe- 
males ought  not  have  done,  such  as  processions  through  the 
streets,  "marching  ankle  deep  in  the  mud"  and  "waving  their 
handkerchiefs  and  scarfs,"  &c.  and  one  or  two  of  them  deliver- 
ed public  speeches.  They  also  made  an  attempt  to  break  the 
banks,  by  demands  for  specie,  in  large  numbers — but  it  ended 
only  in  their  own  shame.  The  chiefs  have  been  dismissed,  and 
new  supplies  from  the  country  rushed  in  to  take  their  places; 
but  they  generally  submitted  to  the  reduction  proposed,  and 
which  had  been  proposed  in  kindness  to  them;  for,  if  not  sub 
mitted  to,  the  mills,  in  the  present  state  of  business,  would  have 
been,  of  sheer  necessity,  closed. 

The  melancholy  truth  is— that  a  large  reduction  of  wages 
must  be  submitted  to  by  the  working  people,  generally,  or  dis- 
missions from  employment  ensue.  The  reduced  money-value 
of  all  sorts  of  products,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  money, 
are  such,  that  one  or  the  other  must  take  place.  High  wages 
cannot  niueh  longer  be  paid  in  any  branch  of  business,  unless 
there  is  a  change  in  the  state  of  the  money  market.  In  many 
branches,  mechanics  would  now  gladly  obtain  even  50  cents 
per  day  "finding  themselves." 

Many  of  the  eastern  factories  have  stopped— and  1,100  per- 
sons were  discharged  from  4  of  them  only.  It  is  said  that  most 
of  the  iron  furnaces  in  New  Jersey  are,  or  soon  will  be,  out  of 
blast.  In  Pliiladelpliia  official  permits  must  be  obtained  to  oc- 
cupy a  part  of  the  street  for  building  purposes — at  this  time  last 
year,  such  permits  issued  were  more  than  six  hundred,  and  at  a 
corresptniding  date  in  the  present  year  amounted  only  to  eight. 
Here  is  a  matter  about  which  there  caimot  he  a  mistake.  The 
same  operation  is  going  on  every  where.  Many  additional 
failures  have  happened  in  the  chief  cities.  The  general  rate  of 
money  is  2^  per  cent,  a  month,  and  a  vast  business  is  doing  at 
that  price. 

Let  the  working  people  look  at  the  following — 

The  Leeds  Intelligencer  states  that  the  cotton  loom  weavers 
at  Oldham  have  full  work,  but  their  wages  are  most  miserable, 
as  the  best  workmen  cannot  get  more,  on  an  average,  than  5s. 

The  bank  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  has  suspended 
Cd.  per  week — that  is,  at  the  real  par  132  cents.  [Will  thev 
agree  to  be  reduced  to  this  Enolish  pauper  state.?] 
payment.  The  branch  of  the  Susquehannah  bank,  at  Baltimore, 
has  been  withdrawn — but  it  is  published  that  its  notes  issued 
will  be  paid  as  usual,  and  all  be  retired.  A  draft  of  the  4th 
auditor  has  been  dishonored  at  (/incinnati,  by  the  new  deposite 
bank.  The  contractors  for  carrying  tlie  mails  are  very  clamoi- 
ous  for  the  money  which  they  have  earned.  The  working  peo- 
ple, at  several  places,  are  protesting  against  the  "due  bills"  is- 
sued by  their  employers,  as  they  ought,  if  the  latter  could  satisfy 
them  in  money.  The  alternative  is,  to  receive  "due  bills" 
or  be  discharged,  and  the  ch(»ice  is  a  sad  one. 

Wheat,  at  New  York  90  cents.  Flour,  at  Pittsburgh  2  87i 
bbl.— at  Wheeling  2  50— at  Cincinnati  3  a  3  12i.  Whiskey  at 
same  place,  20  a  24  cents,  gal.  Nothing  doing  in  bacon,  pork  or 
lard,  as  the  prices  offered  will  not  pay  the  cost  of  the  packer. 
Cincinnati  is  the  greatest  pork  market  in  the  United  States. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  1th  and  Paris  to  the  8th  January,  both 
inclusive. 

GRE.VT   BRITAIN. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  determined  to  persevere  with  his  mo- 
tion to  repeal  the  corn  laws.  The  misunderstanding  existing 
between  the  governments  of  England  and  Russia,  through  the 
intervention  of  prince  Esterhazy,  the  Austrian  ambassador,  was 
in  a  fair  way  to  he  adjusted.  Considerable  importations  of  wheat 
had  been  made  into  England  from  Van  Deiman's  land;  to  which 
latter  place  6,000  convicts  had  been  transported  during  the  last 
year.  A  dreadful  siorin  had  swept  over  England  and  the  north 
of  Europe,  causing  great  destruction  both  on  land  and  at  sea; 
many  lives  were  lost  and  several  houses  burnt  by  lightning. 
There  had  been  a  decrease  in  the  revenue  for  the  quarter  made 
up  to  the  5th  of  January  of  £91.547,  as  cornpanMl  with  the  same 
quarter  last  year.  The  Cohunbiiie,  one  of  the  ves-tels  of  Lan- 
der's expedition  up  the  Ni^er,  had  arrived  in  Enaland.  Mr. 
Lander  and  lieut.  Allan,  had  proceeded  in  the  Alburka  steamer 
up  that  river,  and  were  sanguine  of  ultimately  establishing  a 
successful  system  of  commercial  intercourse  between  England 
and  Africa. 

FRANCE. 

The  papers  contain  various  speculations  touching  an  antici- 
pated rupture  between  England  and  France,  on  the  one  side, 
and  Ruissia  on  the  other;  but  these  are  not  borne  out  by  the 


friendly  tenor  of  the  congratulatory  address  of  the  ambassador 
of  the  latter  power  to  the  king  of  France,  on  new  year's  day. 
Considerable  naval  preparations  were;  being  made,  which  we 
presume  gave  birth  to  tlie  rumors  in  (|uostion.  The  chambers 
would,  it  IS  thought,  vote  the  necessary  ajjpropriaiions  to  pay 
the  instalment  due  to  the  U.  Stati.-s,  and  thus  settle  that  dilTer- 
ence.  'i'he  departure  of  tiie  duke  of  Orleans,  for  America  was 
to  take  place  the  present  month. 

SPAIN. 

The  affairs  of  the  queen  were  rather  more  promising;  but  still 
without  material  change.  The  contest  between  the  contending 
parties  had  assumed  the  character  of  a  guerilla  warfare.  Mo- 
rillo's  troops  had  again  entered  Portugal  and  captured  40  Car- 
lists;  and  the  insurgents  of  Navarre,  alter  a  severe  conflict,  had 
been  beaten  by  general  Lorenzo. 

STILL    LATER. 

From  London  papers  to  the  18/ A  Jan.  inclusive. 

It  was  calculated  in  England  that  the  present  situation  of  this 
country  would  seriout-ly  interfere  with  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry of  that  country,  as  all  the  advices  from  here  admonislied 
the  manufacturing  and  shipping  houses  not  to  send  out  goods  as 
there  was  no  money  to  pay  for  them,  and  the  manufacturers 
were,  in  many  instances,  acting  upon  them. 

The  affairs  of  Spain  have  assumed  a  new  and  more  important 
form.  A  captain  general,  Llander,  who  appears  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  municipality  of  Barcelona,  and  to  have,  among 
other  distinguished  adherents,  generals  Quesado  and  Morillo, 
had  sent  an  embassy  to  the  queen  intimating  to  her  as  the  wishes 
of  the  province,  1st,  that  the  Spaniards  receive  a  representative 
government,  with  the  liberties  connected  with  it — 2d,  the  sup- 
pression of  abbeys  and  monks — 3d,  the  liberty  of  the  press — 4th, 
the  reform  of  the  clergy — 5th,  the  cfistribution  of  its  property 
among  the  people,  and  6th,  that  the  tithes  and  other  imposts, 
injurious  to  farmers,  be  suppressed.  Llander  has  45,000  men 
at  his  command;  his  address  to  the  queen  was  backed  by  50,000 
signatures,  and  the  people  of  Catalonia  had  risen  en  masse  in 
support  of  his  demand.  The  queen  is  said  to  have  returned 
Llander's  address,  without  giving  any  satisfaction  as  to  the 
course  she  would  pursue.  The  queen,  however,  yielding  to  ihe 
pressure  of  circumstances,  it  is  said,  has  changed  her  ministers, 
and  consented  to  the  convocation  of  the  cortes.  The  president 
of  the  new  cabinet  is  said  to  be  the  marquis  de  las  Armarilla. 
Many  distinguished  constitutionalists  have  returned  to  Spain. 

Advices  from  Lisbon  state  that  Don  Miguel's  army  had  suf- 
fered greatly  from  sickness,  and  was  reduced  to  6,000;  his  for- 
tifications were  strong  and  would  require  much  greater  force 
than  Don  Pedro's  to  dislodge  him. 

The  eastern  parts  of  Russia  are  suffering  dreadfully  from  the 
effects  of  famine. 

There  is  a  report  that  earl  Grey  was  about  to  resign. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  21.  Mr.  Southard  presented  three  petitions  from 
New  Jersey,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  one  of 
them  signed  by  2,785  voters  of  Burlington  county.  He  spoke 
highly  of  the  character  of  the  memorialists,  and,  out  of  these  pe- 
titions and  others,  attempted  to  shew  that  the  legislature  of  the 
state  did  not  express  the  voice  of  the  people  on  this  matter. 
And  these  petitions,  he  also  said,  were  signed  by  many  friends 
of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Wilkins  preseatei  resolutions  adopted  by  two  of  the  lo- 
cal  banks  at  Pittsburgh,  stating  the  general  distress  and  praying 
for  relief.  He  also  presented  a  set  of  resolutions  passed  at  a 
large  meeting  of  the  people,  with  the  same  character  and  bear- 
ing; and  he  spoke  highly  of  the  respectability  of  the  actors  in 
these  proceedings. 

Mr.  Spragiie  presented  a  memorial  of  626  citizens  of  Portland, 
Me.  in  relation  to  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  praying  for 
relief.  He  spoke  of  the  respectability  and  business  of  the  sign- 
ers, and  among  other  things  stated  that  the  branch  bank  in  that 
city  had  actually  .oustained  the  local  banks.  He  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  wa.s  followed  by  Mr.  Sheplcy,  who  read  an 
anonymous  communication  from  the  "National  Intelligencer," 
to  shew  the  intention  of  the  bank.  A  long  and  very  lively  de- 
bate ensued;  in  which  Messrs.  Sprague  Forsyth  and  Chamben 
took  part.  The  latter  explained  the  late  "run"  on  the  branch 
at  Savannah,  and  placed  that  affair  in  a  very  ridiculous,  but 
censurable,  light.  [We  must  recur  to  this  debate,  if  we  can, 
for  parts  of  it  are  unconnnonly  interesting.]  Mr.  Webster  rose 
to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but  on  the  suggestion  that  important 
executive  business  required  attention,  gave  way,  and  the  senate 
went  into  secret  session,  and  so  remained  until  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

February  22.  [For  the  f^rst  time  this  session,  the  senate  sat 
on  Saturday.] 

Mr.  Tyler  said  he  rose  to  present  the  resolutions  recently 
adopted  by  the  two  houses  of  assembly  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
expressive  of  their  opinions  and  views  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  executive  with  regard  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue.  He  proposed  to  ab- 
stain, at  this  time,  from  making  any  remarks  on  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  resolutions,  other  than  to  say,  that,  concurring 
as  he  did  most  fully  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  legislature  of 
his  state,  he  should  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  carry  them 
into  effect.  He  should  at  another  time,  more  convenient  to  the 
senate,  make  such  remarks  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quired.   He  should,  for  the  present,  merely  move  for  the  print- 
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ing  of  Uie  resolutions,  and  their  reference  to  the  coinmiltee  on 
finance. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Rives  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  The  senate  will  indulge  me,  I  hope,  standing 
in  tlie  position  I  do,  with  a  few  reniaii<s  on  tiie  suhjeet  of  tiie 
resolutions  just  read,  it  is  very  far  from  my  intention  to  at- 
tempt to  impugn,  in  any  manner,  tlie  force  of  tliose  resolutions, 
^r  to  derogate,  in  tlie  slightest  degree,  from  the  liigii  respect  to 
.which  they  are  entitled  here  and  elsewhere.  On  tiie  contrary, 
I, recognise  them  as  the  legitimate  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
-•niy  stale,  conveyed  through  tlie  only  authentic  organ  known  to 
her  constitution  and  laws. 

Th»  senate  will  have  perceived,  frqm  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
jutions,that  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain,  and  to  have  ex- 
pressed, on  the  grave  questions  now  occu[>ying  the  public  mind, 
opinions  very  different  from  those  asserted  by  the  resolutions. 
Notwithstanding  this  difference  of  opinion,  I  should  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Virginia  on  this  floor,  to 
conform  to  the  views  expressed  by  her  legislature,  if,  in  the  cir- 
.cunastances  in  which  I  am  placed,  I  could  do  so  without  dis- 
honor. 1  hold  it,  sir,  to  be  a  vital  princi[)le  of  our  political  sys- 
tem, one  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  our  institutions, 
ithat  the  representative,  whether  a  member  of  this  or  the  other 
house,  is  bound  to  confoi-m  to  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  his 
constituents  authentically  expressed;  or  if  he  be  unable  to  do 
so,  from  over-ruhng  and  imperious  considerations  operating 
fipon  his  conscience  or  honor,  to  surrender  his  trust  into  the 
hands  of  those  from  whom  he  derived  it,  that  they  may  select 
iiu  agent  who  can  better  carry  tlieir  views  into  effect. 

On  all  occasions  involving  questions  of  expediency  only,  it  is. 
I  conceive,  the  bu'anden  duty  of  the  representative  to  conlorm 
implicitly  to  the  in&tructions  of  the  constituent  body,  where  those 
Instructions  are  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  a  legislative  act, 
which,  as  a  mandate  of  the  public  will,  prescribes  and  directs 
vthat  shall  be  done  for  the  public  good.  But  where  the  instruc- 
tions contemplate  a  declaration  of  'principles  or  opinions,  which 
are  contrary  to  the  sincere  and  honest  convictions  of  the  repre- 
sentative, as  there  is  no  means  of  forcing  the  assent  of  the  un- 
derstanding to  abstract  propositions,  the  only  course  left  to  him 
4s  by  the  surrender  of  his£ominission,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
his  constituents  to  confer  it  on  another  whose  opinions  corres- 
pond with  their  own. 

To  apply  these  principles  to  my  own  case,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  thiit  if  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  my  state  had 
r>iquired  me  specifically  to  vote  for  a  law  or  other  legislative 
act,  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposiles  to  the 
'hank  of  the  United  Slates,  however  liighly  inexpedient  I  deem 
such  a  measure  to  be,  I  should  nevertheless  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  give  the  vcue  required. 

Such  it  will  Ik;  recollected,  was  the  precise  demand  of  the 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  presented  a  few  d;iys  ago 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  and  which  concluded  by  asking,  tiiat 
congress  "would  provide  hy  law  for  the  immediate  restoration 
of  the  public  inonoys  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States."  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  the  shape  in  which  Ihe  question  is  presented  to  me, 
by  the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  my  state,  or  by  the 
prfrceedings  pending  in  this  body.  Those  resolutions  instruct 
the  senators  of  Virginia,  in  general  terms,  -'to  use  their  best  cx- 
,erlions  to  procure  the  a(lo[)tion  by  congress  of  proper  measures 
•for  restoring  tiie  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States." 
Now,  sir,  I  am  hound  lo  inquire  what  are  those  proper  mea- 
sures, in  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

We  all  know  that  the  only  measures  proposed,  or  contem- 
plated in  this  body,  are  the  two  declaratory  resolutions  ofit-red 
by  the  senator  from  Kentucky;  the  first  affirming  that  the  conduct 
of  the  president  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites,  was  a  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
power;  the  second,  declaring  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  for  that  removal,  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
insuflicient.  When  the  latter  of  these  resolutions,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  referred 
some  days  ago  to  tlie  committee  of  fiiKince,  that  committee  did 
not  report  a  bill,  or  joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  but  simply  a  recommendation,  that  the  senate  adopt 
the  declaratory  re?(»luti(ni  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  In 
short,  it  is  now  avowed  and  understood  on  all  hands,  that  all 
that  is  deemed  necessary,  or  will  be  proposed  here,  to  effect  a 
restoration  of  the  public  money  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  is 
a  mere  declaration  by  congress,  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  for  tiicir  removal. 

The  only  measures,  (hen,  on  which  I  shall  be  called  to  carry 
into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  my  state  are,  the 
rfcciaraft/ry  resolutions  niove<l  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
and  now  depending  before  the  se-nate.  That  these  resolutions 
aro,  in  the  estimation  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  yro- 
yer  rneastires — that  the  opinions  and  principles  declared  by 
them,  are  believed  by  the  general  assembly  to  be  correct  and 
>vell  founded — it  would  be  unpardonable  blindness  lo  the  lan- 
-jpuage  and  tenor  of  their  instructions  not  to  see.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  well  known  lo  tJie  senate,  that  on  each  of  the  propo- 
sitions declared  in  these  resolutions,  I  had  (and  I  will  take 
leave  to  add.  aftrr  the  most  careful  and  anxions  investigation), 
come  to  opposite  c(vnclu-Mons,  which  I  had  earnestly  asserted 
and  maintained  on  this  floor.  I  am,  therefore,  placed  by  the 
iuHlnictions  of  the  legishiture  of  my  state,  in  this  dilemma— ei- 
iher  to  vote  for  the  declariitoty  resolniions  of  the  senator  from 
-Kentucky,  atid  thereby  express  opinions  which  i  not  only  do 


not  entertain,  but  the  reverse  of  which  I  have  sincerely  and 
earnestly  maintained  on  this  floor;  or,  by  voting  against  them, 
to  oppose  the  only  yneasurcs  which  are  likely  to  come  before 
this  body,  having  in  view  the  restoration  of  the  public  depositee 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  liius  appear  in  the  altitude 
of  disregarding  and  tiiwartiiig  the  declared  wishes  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Virginia.  1  am  sure  1  but  respond  to  the  honor- 
able feelings  of  all  who  hear  me,  in  saying,  that  the  first  branch 
of  the  alternative  is  impossible,  while  the  latter  is  no  less  forbid- 
den by  my  principles,  and  a  proper  sense  of  my  duly  lo  Uie  con- 
stituted authorities  ot  niy  stale.  The  only  course  left  to  me 
then,  is  one  which  the  senate  can  be  at  no  loss  to  anlicipale. 

Before  1  close  the  few  remarks  with  which  1  have  fell  my.'seff 
called  on  lo  trouble  ihe  senate,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  while  I 
recognise  implicitly  the  resolutions  just  read  as  the  legitimate 
and  constitutional  expressions  of  the  opinion  of  my  slate,  I  wisirs 
not  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  they  express  the  real  public 
opinion  of  the  state — that  of  the  people.  On  the  contrary,  my 
firm  and  clear  conviction  is,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
in  the  present  instance  are  not  in  unison  Mith  the  proceedings 
of  the  legislative  authority.  The  manifestations  of  popular  sen- 
timent  already  commencing  in  various  quarters  of  the  stale — 
the  principles  and  opinions  heretofore  steadily  cherished  by  Vir- 
ginia— multiplied  communications  received  from  ihe  most  re- 
spectable sources;  and  my  own  knowledge,  I  may  be  permillciJ 
to  add,  of  a  people  with  whom  I  have  been  connected,  in  rela- 
tions of  public  service,  for  now  near  twenty  years,  assure  me 
thai  they  are  not;  and  the  revolution  of  a  itiw  months,  will,  I 
confidently  believe,  render  the  fact  manifest  to  all  the  world. 
Bui  in  the  regulation  of  my  official  conduct  here,  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  look  beyond  the  constitutional  expression  of  ihe  opi- 
nion of  the  stale,  by  its  regular  and  proper  organ,  if  a  senator 
were  allowed  to  set  up  against  the  public  opinion  of  his  state  as 
ofiicially  and  solemnly  declared  by  her  legislature,  a  hypotheti- 
cal public  opinion,  which  may  or  may  not  be  that  of  the  people 
of  the  state,  it  is  obvious  that  a  door  would  be  opened  for  the 
total  evasion  of  all  effective  responsibility  of  this  body  lo  public 
opinion.  It  is  on  the  legislatures  of  the  stales  that  the  consti- 
tution has  devolved  the  choiceof  members  of  this  body,  and  the 
same  legislatures  must  be  the  interpreters  of  the  public  opinion 
of  their  respective  states  to  the  senators  chosen  by  them,  when- 
ever an  occasion  shall  arise  which  may  call  for  a  solemn  wtani- 
festation  of  that  opinion. 

This  is  indeed  the  only  j)radic«iZe  mode  of  bringing  the  opi- 
nion of  the  sovereign  communities  represented  in  this  body  to 
act,  with  authoritative  influence,  on  its  proceedings:  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  senate  is,  by  the  greater  permanency  of 
its  ofhcial  tenure,  farther  removed  f^rom  the  salutary  controls  of 
the  representative  system  than  any  other  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, all  will  see  the  necessity  of  keeping  open  a  clear  and  de- 
signated channel  by  which  public  opinion  m:iy  promptly  reach 
it  in  an  authoritative  form,  and  be  made  efrectnal  on  its  deli- 
berations. It  is  thus,  essential  to  the  practical  supremacy  of 
the  popular  will  itself,  that  the  state  legislatures  should  be  re- 
cognised as  the  authentic  and  constitutional  exponents  of  the 
popular  opinion  of  the  respective  states,  in  all  relations  with 
this  body.  U,  in  any  instance,  the  legislatures  of  the  states 
shall  mistake  the  opinions  of  the  people,  it  is,  as  I  conceive,  for 
the  people  themselves,  and  not  for  us,  to  correct  the  mistake. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  very  briefly  the  opinions  I  enter- 
tain on  the  delicate  questions  presented  for  my  consideration 
by  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  my  state  just  read;  and 
the  only  alternative  they  leave  me,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  I  am  placed,  is  to  surrender  the  trust  with  which  I  have 
been  hcuiored  a.-;  a  member  of  this  body  into  the  hands  of  those 
from  whom  I  received  it.  I  know  well,  Mr.  President,  and  [ 
ieel  how  much  of  honor  and  of  satisfaction  I  give  up  in  aban- 
doning my  seat  on  this  floor.  I  abandon  what  I  have  ever  re- 
garded the  highest  honor  of  my  public  life— an  honor  than  which 
none  higher,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  presented  to  the  ambition  of 
an  American  citizen.  I  sacrifice  social  and  kindly  relations 
with  many  members  of  this  body — I  would  fain  hope  with  all — 
which  have  been  the  source  of  the  highest  satisfaction  to  me 
here,  and  the  remembrance  of  which  I  shall  cherish  with  sin- 
cere pleasure  in  the  retirement  whither  I  go.  I  know  and  feel 
the  weight  of  these  sacrifices,  but  great  as  they  are,  \  make  them 
without  a  sigh,  as  the  most  emphatic  homage  I  can  render  lo  a 
principle  I  believe  vital  to  the  republican  system,  and  indispen- 
sable to  the  safe  and  salutary  action  of  our  political  institutions. 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKean  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  on  hand  nnrnerons 
petitions  and  memorials,  from  large  numbers  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  all  complaining  of  deep  distress,  and  protesting 
anainst  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  United 
Slates  bank,  and  jiraying  for  their  restoration.  He  said  he  had, 
for  several  days,  anxiously  sought  an  opportunity  to  present 
them,  but  could  not  obtain  the  floor.  True,  he  said,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  humor  of  the  times,  some  of  them  were  express- 
ed in  pretty  strong  terms.  lie  believed,  however,  they  would 
all  come  within  the  parliamentary  understanding  of  rcs/icct/iti 
language;  and  to  save  time,  as  he  now  had  Ihe  floor,  he  would 
ask  permission  to  send  them  to  the  chair  collectively,  and  n.'sk 
that  they  be  rend,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finaiicti,  and  be 
printed;  which  was  agreed  to, 

The  papers  sent  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  ^fcJTcrtn,  consisted  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meetinsr  of  boot  and  shoe  makers  and  sho« 
dealers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  a  memorial  of  nearly  700  ci- 
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tizeiiB  of  PoUsville  and  vicinity;  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Scliuylkill  county,  and  tiie  nienioriiil  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors oiliic  Wciilern  hank  oi  riiiladelpliia. 

The  chair  alrio  cotnniut)i(  ated  liie  (ictlUon  of  a  number  of  llie 
inhabitants  of  the  townsiiip  of  Moyamcnsing,  in  tiie  stale  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposittiH 
to  the  bank  of  the  Uniled  Suites,  which  was  read,  refeired  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considt:ralion  of  the  unfi- 
iHslied  business  of  yesterday,  beinu  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morials of  the  citizens  of  Portland  and  of  lian^or,  Maine,  on 
the  subject  of  the  deraiig<!d  currency  and  dimness  of  the  coun- 
try, consecjuent  upon  the  removal  of  the  public  depot.iles  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stales;  and,  alh^r  a  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  JVcbsLer,  Forsyth,  Chambers  and  Kane  sev(;rally  took 
pari,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  for  a  reference 
carried. 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  sufficiently  appear  in  its 
pro;,'ress. 
February  24.    After  other  business — 

Mr.  Smith  rose  and  presented  several  memorials  and  resolu- 
tions from  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  embracing  tiie  proceed- 
ings of  the  Hartford  bank,  the  Ph(Bnix  bank,  the  Connecticut 
.River  bank  and  the  Hartford  fire  insurance  company,  all  pray- 
ing for  the  restoratioti  of  the  deposiles. 

In  presenting  these  documents,  Mr.  Smith  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  character  and  extent  of  the  existing  pressure,  its 
cause,  and  the  remedy  which  was  demanded  by  public  opinion. 
The  petitions  and  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  Mr. 
Smith  postponing  his  motion  to  read  them,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the  special  order. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  con.jideration  of  the  special 
order,  &c.  when 

Mr.  Tyler  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  their  restoration,  until 
half  past  3  o'clock,  when,  having  concluded, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  senate  adjourned. 
February  25.  Mr.  Clayton  submitted  resolutions  calling  for 
information  concerning  the  pension  agents — and  also  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  had  been  received  for  postages,  in  a  cer- 
tain period. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyscn  prescnled  the  petition  of  810  of  the  citizens 
■of  Cumberland  county,  N.  J.  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the  aeneral  subject,  as  well 
as  wilk  reference  to  his  own  position.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Clayton,  ill  a  very  animated  speech. 

Mt.  Wright  presented  a  petition  from  Troy,  N.  Y.  praying  for  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  bore  a  testimony  of  the  respec- 
tabiHty  of  the  signers.  Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  vote  of  Troy  was 
2,200,  and  that  the  petition  was  signed  by  1,7.30  persons. 

These  memorials  being  read  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  memorials  from  North  Caro- 
lina on  the  subject  of  the  finances  and  the  distressed  state  of  the 
country,  was  called  fcir  by  Mr.  Mangmn,  and  a  lively  debate  fol- 
lowed, in  which  Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Chambers  and  Porter, 
(the  new  senator  from  Louisiana  for  the  first  time),  took  part. 
Mf.  Webster  m^oved  that  the  senate  postpone  the  previous  or- 
d<:*Ts,forthe  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the  house  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other 
pensions  for  the  year  1834,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  no- 
ticed an  article  in  the  "Globe"  which  rudely  charged  him,  and 
the  committee  of  finance,  with  withholding  the  bill,  and  imput- 
ing bad  motives;  but  Mr.  Wc/is^er  shewed,  from  the  journal  of 
the  senate,  and  even  the  "Globe"  itself,  that  this  hill,  received 
from  the  house  on  the  6th  February,  was  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee to  the  senate  on  the  lOth — (and  so  the  committee  wa? 
■relieved  ofany  particular  care  over  the  subject).  'J'he  bill  was 
Tead  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed,  without  opposition, 
As  such  bills  usually  are. 

February  2o.  Mr.  C/mmiery,  at  the  request  of  the  committee 
deputed  for  the  purpose,  presented  a  memorial  from  Baltimore 
against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  the  signers  to  which 
were  said  to  amount  to  3,558.  The  memorial  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  with  the  names  of  the  signers  appended. 

After  some  other  proceedings,  Mr.  Webster  moved  that  the 
senate  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness— which  Mr.  CAajnicrs  opposed,  an  account  of  the  illness 
of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Kent.  Mr.  W.  then  waived  his  motion, 
but  would  call  it  up  again  to  morrow. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  petition  from  Berks  county.  Pa. 
signed  by  1,858  persons  praying  a  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
and  referred  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him  saying  that  about  one- 
half  of  the  signers  had  never  been  opposed  to  gen.  Jackson;  and 
ndded  he  himself  knew  some  of  them  to  be  among  his  warmest 
friends.  Mr.  McK.  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  me- 
chanics, &c.  of  the  Northern  Liberties  (Phila.)  in  favor  of  the 
hank,  and  one  from  51  persons  of  Schuylkill  county,  against  the 
bank. 

Mr.  Clay  made  some  pointed  remarks  on  the  petition  from 
Berks,  and,  after  referring  to  certain  facts  shewn  at  the  last  pre- 
sidential election,  proceeded  to  say — 

He  hoped  he  might  he  allowed  to  state  a  single  fact,  which 
would  show  the  impressions  upon  the  public  mind  in  regard  to 
the  present  distress.  In  the  town  of  Reading,  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  he  understood  that  five  hundred  votes  were  given  for  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  at  a  late  election,  and  only  one  hun- 
dred against  him;  yet  five  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 


same  town  had  wuhscribed  the  petition  setting  forth  the  existing 
distress,  and  praying  the  aid  of  congress  to  afford  them  8on>e 
efi'ectual  relief. 

From  all  ([uarters  from  whence  memorials  had  issued,  Mr.  C. 
said,  we  learn  a  similar  state  of  facts.  Gentlemen  may  be  as- 
sured that  this  is  no  party  struggle  that  now  agitates  the  coun- 
try. Jt  is  a  question  between  the  will  of  one  man  and  that  of 
twelve  millionii  of  people.  It  i.-*  a  qu(;stion  between  power — 
ruthless,  rclcnth^ss,  inexorable  power— on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  strong,  dec|)-fclt  sufferings  of  a  va.-^t  community,  on  the 
other.  He  trusted  that  these  memorials  would  be  the  means  of 
softening  his  heart,  .md  presenting  to  liiin  the  true  condition  of 
our  adlicted  country,  and  induce  him,  to  the  utmost  of  his  abili- 
ty, to  afford  tiiat  relief  to  it  which  he  and  his  secretary  could 
instantly  supply. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  a  few  observations,  to  show  how  very  far 
the  petitioners  for  restoring  the  deposites,  &.c.  in  these  conflict- 
ing petitions,  exceeded  the  number  of  those  who  approved  of 
their  removal. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large  number  of  citi- 
zens of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary 
distresses  of  the  country,  ascribing  them  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  praying  for  their  restoration;  and  moved  to  refer 
them  to  the  committee  of  finance,  and  print  them. 

A  debate  then  ensued,  which  lasted  until  a  late  hour,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  Clayton,  Tallmadge,  VV^right,  Evving,  Webster, 
Chambers  and  Forsyth  took  part,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 
February '21.  Mr.  Webster  presented  several  petitions  for  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  viz.  from  the  presidents  and 
directors  of  all  liie  banks  in  New  Bedford;  from  Warren  coun- 
ty. New  York,  signed  by  303  persons;  the  major  part  of  whom 
say  they  have  been  friendly  to  the  present  administration;  and 
from  866  citizens  of  Noithampton  county,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
W.  added  that  the  two  last  petitions  had  been  sent  to  him,  be- 
cause that  his  views  were  supposed  to  be  more  in  accordance 
with  thopeofthe  petitions  than  were  those  of  the  senators  from 
the  states  named. 

Mr.  Clay  made  some  remarks  on  certain  observations  of  Mr. 
Wright,  in  relation  to  the  Troy  petition  recently  presented,  to 
which  Mr.  W.  replied.  []\Ir.  C.  stated  some  highly  interesting 
facts,  but  we  cannot  get  room  for  them.] 
Mr.  Webster  presented  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lay  before  the 
senate  the  monthly  returns  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
from  August,  1833,  to  February,  18.34,  inclusive. 
Mr.  Foindexter  presented  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  copies  of  any  order  or  treasury 
draugiit  which  may  have  been  given  by  that  department  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  Planters' 
bank  at  Natchez,  specifying  the  amount  of  the  deposite,  the 
bank  or  banks  to  vvliich  said  money  is  removed,  or  intended  to 
bo  removed;  whether  the  same  is  required  for  the  public  service 
at  the  place  to  which  it  is  so  transferred,  or  intended  to  be 
transferred;  and,  if  not,  for  what  other  purpose  the  said  depo- 
sites are  directed  to  be  withdrawn  from  said  bank;  and,  also, 
that  he  transmit  copies  of  any  letters  which  may  have  passed 
between  any  officer  of  the  treasury  department  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  said  bank  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Poind exter  sai\A  he  had  no  remarks  to  make  on  present- 
ing this  resolution,  other  than  simply  to  state,  that  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  had  directed  a  transfer  from  the  Planters' 
bank  at  Natchez,  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  The  infor- 
mation was,  that  this  money  was  to  be  transferred  to  N.  York, 
to  aid  some  of  the  failing  hanks  of  tlmt  state.  Re  this  as  it  may, 
the  transfer  will  prevent  the  bank  of  Natchez  from  discounting 
as  hitherto,  for  the  money  will  not  be  expended  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  He  now  moved  that  the  resolution  be  printed: 
when  it  came  up,  he  would  make  such  observations  as  the  oc- 
casion called  for. 

Mr.  Webster  suggested  that  Mr.  P.  slionld  call  for  the  conside- 
ration of  his  resolution  at  once.  Mr.  Hill  objected  to  a  present 
consideration  of  it;  on  which  Mr.  Poindextcr  said — The  member 
from  New  Hampshire,  he  said,  seemed  to  be  touched,  and 
well  he  might;  for,  when  facts  came  to  he  developed,  they 
would  shew  that  a  draught  had  been  made  on  the  Planters' 
hank,  at  Natchez,  for  the  purpo.«e  of  sustaining  the  failing  hanks 
in  New  York:  thereby  preventing  tlie  Natchez  bank  from  ex- 
tending the  usual  accommodations  to  the  people  of  that  section 
of  the  country.  He  must  say,  however,  tiiat  the  United  States 
branch,  at  Natchez,  had  acted  most  liberally,  and,  by  discount- 
ing freely,  had  done  much  to  prevent  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  the  withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  from  the 
Planters'  bank.  He  would  not  now  detain  the  senate  with  any 
further  remarks,  but  he  would  say  that  these  thinsrs  sufficiently 
shewed  that  there  u-as  "something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Den- 
mark.!' 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  from  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  relief  through  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites; and  stated  the  reasons  why  it  was  sent  to  him.  On  the 
authority  of  information  received,  he  stated  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  this  county  three  months  ago  and  now;  then  a\\ 
was  ch(;erfnl  and  prosperous,  jioif  two  thousand  persons  were 
suddenly  deprived  of  employment,  and  wandering  about  the 
couiitrv,  &c. 

Mr.  Tyler  rose  to  present  two  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  and  deransed  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, praying  for  relief— one  signed  by  600  citizens  of  the  town  of 
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Wheeling,  Virginia,  and  the  other  from  500  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Norfolk,  in  the  same  state.  These  memorials  came,  he  said, 
from  the  extremes  of  the  state— from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  At- 
lantic seaboard. 

On  motior;  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  in  secret 
session  some  hours,  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  21.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Jidums,  on  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  journal,  took  an  opportunity  to  pronounce  a  beautiful  eulo- 
gium  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Wirt,  which  we  are  compelled 
to  postpone,  but,  surely,  will  insert. 

After  which  the  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur  was  taken 
up  and  discussed,  and  supported  and  opposed  at  some  length — 
without  coming  to  any  decision  in  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
which  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  observed,  that  to-morrow  was  the 
22d,  [Washington's  birth  day]  n  day  when  it  was  not  usual 
for  public  bodies  to  sit.  He  therefore  wished  to  move  that  the 
house,  when  it  did  adjourn,  would  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  ior  the  suspension  of  the 
rule.  It  was  suspended  accordingly,  ayes  114,  noes  7;  and 
thereupon  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Feb.  24.  The  house  was  occupied  the  whole  of  this 
day  with  receiving  petitions,  and  hearing  the  discussions  that 
grew  out  of  them,  though  proceeding  no  further  than  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  call  for  petitions. 

Petitions  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  were  pre- 
sented as  follows — 

From  Bangor,  Maine,  signed  by  288  persons — from  six  banks 
in  Connecticut — from  the  people  of  New  Haven;  from  Troy, 
signed  by  1,730  persons;  from  Burlington  county,  N.  J.  signed 
by  2,785  persons;  two  from  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Mr. 
Potts;  from  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  signed  by  1,850  per- 
sons. And  here  the  presentation  of  petitions  for  the  day  was 
arrested  by  the  debate  that  ensued,  of  which  we  cannot  make 
room  for  a  sketch. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  on  presenting  the  last  mentioned  petition, 
made  some  remarks  to  shew  that  this  petition  did  not  represent 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  his  constituents,  and  used  some  ex- 
pressions that  were  deemed  offensive,  which  produced  an  inquiry 
from  Mr.  McKennan,  and  a  desultory  debate  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  Binney,  Watrnough,  and  others  took  part.  The  petition 
had  been  drawn  up  both  in  English  and  German,  and  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg had  detached  the  latter  before  its  presentation— but  it 
was  restored  on  the  suggestion  of  several  members.    Then  a 
discussion  on  printing  the  names  took  place,  and  most  of  them 
being  in  German,  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  be  printed 
in  that  language,  and  so  it  was  finally  agreed  by  yeas  and  nays, 
112  to  90.     In  the  course  of  the  debate- 
Mr.  Turrell  would  oppose,  if  he  stood  alone,  the  printing  of 
all  euch  petitions.    It  was  surprising  to  him,  to  hear  such  an 
unnecessary  expense  advocated.    There  was  among  others,  a' 
petition  already  printed  on  this  subject  with  sixty-two  pages  of 
names,  at  a  considerable  expense.    Those  petitions,  he  believ- 
ed, were  got  up  originally  by  the  bank,  and  those  who  procured 
the  signatures  were  paid  for  their  trouble  out  of  Mr.  Riddle's 
breeches'  pocket.   He  felt  that  it  was  time  for  the  house  to  take 
a  stand,  and  save  the  treasury  this  expense  which  was  sought 
to  be  thrown  upon  it.    It  was  possible  that  many  of  those  who 
signed  the  petitions  from  the  large  cities,  were  stimulated  by 
the  assurance  that  their  names  would  appear  in  a  printed  book. 

Mr.  Crockett  said:  Sir,  as  I  am  the  only  person  from  Tennes- 
see in  this  house  who  am  opposed  to  the  administration,  I  hope 
I  may  get  a  few  words  in;  that  I  may  say  what  are  my  own 
notions  on  these  matters— sir,  I  think  the  member  from  N.York, 
(Mr.  Turrell),  who  has  just  spoke,  has  been  a  little  testy  in 
his  objections;  he  talks  much  about  this,  as  if  it  was  a  great  mat- 
ter. Sir,  are  we  to  stick  at  such  trifles  as  a  few  dollars  in  the 
printing  a  matter  so  important.  It  seems,  sir,  to  me  to  be  some- 
thing like  loading  a  twenty-four  pounder  to  shoot  a  flea.  Sir, 
is  it  not  so.  We  are  spending  3  or  4,000  dollars  in  discussing 
the  printing  of  a  matter  that  perhaps  after  all  will  not  be  20  cost. 
But,  sir,  this  is  retrenchment;  but  it  is  the  old  rule  for  retrench- 
ing. I  love,  sir,  to  see  the  petitioners  come  here,  and  my  life 
on  it,  sir,  they  will  come;  aye,  and  from  Indiana,  for  all  that  we 
hear  to  the  contrary;  and  yet  from  my  own  state,  every  day  my 
letters  toll  me  they  wish  tliis  question  settled. 

They  know  very  well  in  my  district  the  character  of  the  man; 
who  when  he  takes  any  thinj;  into  his  head,  will  carry  it  into  eP- 
ect.  They  knew  how  I  should  act  in  this  bank  business,  for  I  told 
them,  betore  I  was  elected,  how  I  should  vote— that  I  would 
recharter  the  bank,  and  restore  the  deposites.  Sir,  I  get  letters 
everyday  from  all  parts,  which  tell  me  these  acts  are  disap- 
^jrobated.  The  question  is  now  whether  we  shall  be  under  the 
old  and  happy  state  of  things,  or  have  a  despot.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  tell  their  grievances,  and  sir,  I  tell  you  they 
must  not  be  refused— I  can't  stand  it  longer — I  won't. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  After  the  morning  business — 
The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  fortifications,  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  ATcDtt^e  to  commit  the  bill,  that  its  provi.^ious 
might  be  more  fully  investigated.  This  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
jPoJ/c,  arid  a  debate  ensued.  At  last  the  bill  was  reconunitted, 
as  it  were  by  consent. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  next  came  up — fiie  qnrstion 
tteing  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Everett  to  recommit  it,  wliich  he 


withdrew,  because  certain  information  desired  had  since  been 
obtained.  The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  its  passage  a  debate  arose  which  lasted  until  the  aojourrr- 
ment  of  the  houi?c. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  fiQ.  The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardvs 
was  taken  up,  and  discussed  by  Mr.  Clowney,  in  opposition  to 
its  passage,  until  the  arrival  ot  the  hour  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations/or  t/te  Indian  department  for  the  year  1834.  Th« 
question  being  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

[The  reasons  assigned  for  the  motion  were  the  necessity  of  a 
more  deliberate  examination  of  the  items,  particularly  those 
which  related  to  the  expenditures  for  agents  and  transportation 
of  presents,  for  blacksmiths  and  gunsmiths,  which  last  item,  it 
was  contended,  was  reported  in  the  Indian  annuity  bill,  as  weli 
as  the  present. 

It  was  replied,  that  t>iis  was  a  regular  appropriation  bill;  that 
the  funds  were  required  to  pay  expenses  incurred  and  indivi- 
duals employed  in  the  Indian  country;  that  the  agents  were  ap- 
pointed by  treaty;  and  that  the  items  in  the  bill  were  precisely 
the  fame,  except  that  they  were  diminished  in  amount,  as  i« 
former  bills.] 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Coulter,  Mr. 
Hawes,  Mr.  H.  Everett,  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  L.Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Vinton,  Mr.  Wilde,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Polk,  Mr. 
Sevier,  Mr.  McKinley,  Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Beardsley. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  finally  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  106,  nays  101. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  agreed  to,  and  then 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  27.  The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardis  was 
further  discussed,  and  Mr.  Clowney  having  spoken  to  the  expi- 
ration of  the  hour,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Robert  B.  Campbell,  a  member  elect  from  South  Carolina  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  SingZeioji,  deceased,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  in  considering  the  bill 
to  authorise  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potoniae, 
and  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  revolutionary 
claims. 

—•••►»©  ®  9<«"»  ' 

REPORT  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  COM^IIT- 
TEE,  &c. 
Tlie  very  respectable  committee  appointed  to  carry  to 
Washington  the  memorial  of  10,259  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, (to  whose  names  were  attached  their  various 
professions,  business,  trades,  &c. )  made  a  report  of  their 
proceedings  to  a  very  numerous  meeting,  convened  at 
the  exchange  on  the  22d  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing it. 

The  facts  stated  by  the  committee  are  highly  import- 
ant, especially  as  they  occurred  in  their  interview  with 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  we  shall  extract 
that  part  entire.  Much  moderation  is  observed,  as  it 
should  be,  in  this  statement,  and  that  it  is  substantially 
correct,  certified  as  it  is  by  twenty-one  gentlemen  of  ex- 
alted character,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.  Hence  it  as- 
sumes the  shape  of  an  official  paper,  in  relation  to  a  most 
interesting  subject.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  private  statements  made  by  the  members,  of  like 
committees  from  the  citizens  of  JVexv  York  and  Balti- 
more, astonishingly  conform  with  the  facts  more  pre- 
cisely and  publicly  stated  by  the  Philadelphia  commit- 
tee, even  in  the  very  tvorcis  and  terms  used  by  tlie  presi- 
dent, in  particular  cases.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  we  heard 
the  intelligent  and  worthy  chairman  of  the  Baltimore 
committee  give  a  full  narrative  of  what  passed  in  the  in- 
terview with  the  president,  and,  the  next  day,  received 
New  York  papers  with  such  an  account  of  what  happen- 
ed to  the  New  York  committee,  that,  on  meeting  with  the 
chairman  alluded  to,  we  laughingly  charged  him  with 
some  sort  of  second-sight  knowledge  by  which  he  had 
made  his  account  so  nearly  correspond  with  that  of  the 
New  York  gentlemen,  he/ore  a  publication  had  reached 
us  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  the  "Commercial  Adver- 
tiser" of  Feb.  15. 

After  giving  a  narrative  of  the  incipient  proceedings 
at  AVushington,  as  to  the  presentation  of  the  Philadel- 
phia memorial — the  report  proceeds: 

The  memorial  having  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  the  delegates  thought  it  respectful  to  call 
on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  make  known  to  him 
the  condition,  the  sufferings  and  opinions  of  their  constituents. 
This  interview  took  place  by  appointment  at  two  o'clock  on 
the  lltli  of  February.  The  delegates  having  been  s.-verally  in- 
troduced to  the  president,  were  received  with  such  politeness 
and  cotntesy  of  manner,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  ofa  pa- 
tient and  candid  hearing,    in  tins,  howsver,  Uiey  were  disap-r 
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pointed.  The  chairman  had  hardly  announced  in  one  or  two 
sentences  the  general  nature  of  our  niis:?ion,  when  tiie  presi- 
dent interrufited  liim,  and  proceeded  in  a  velienient  discourse 
of  more  than  twenty  minutes  duration,  to  announce  to  us,  and 
through  Uri  to  our  constituent:*,  his  opinions  and  his  determina- 
tions it)  reference  to  tiie  restoration  of  the  depositee,  the  rechar- 
ter  of  the  bank,  and  the  future  disposition  ot  tiie  public  reve- 
nue. In  the  course  of  those  remarl<s  (wiiicli  as  they  were  hnig, 
and  somewhat  desultory,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
in  detail),  the  following  positions  were  distinctly  assumed  by 
the  president: 

1.  Th.-\l  application  for  relief  must  he  made  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  not  to  him;  that  whatever  distress  exist- 
ed in  the  community  (and  he  believed  there  was  some  distress) 
had  been  caused  by  the  bank,  which  was  hoarding  its  specie 
and  curtailiny;  its  discounts  in  order  to  crush  the  state  banks 
and  compel  the  government  to  abandon  its  policy.  That  the 
executive  had  no  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  com- 
munity, but  that  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  might  efl'ect  that 
object  by  electing  directors  who  would  conduct  its  afiairs  ho- 
nestly and  on  principles  of  Christian  benevolence. 

2.  That  the  present  directors  of  the  bank  had  violated  its 
charter,  by  giving  to  the  president  the  whole  power  of  the  bank; 
a  power  to  use  its  funds  without  voucher  or  receipt.  That 
«uch  a  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  was  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  and  had  been  used  to  destroy  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  That  the  president  of  the  bank,  if  an  honest 
man,  would  not  have  accepted  a  trust  so  unlawful.  That  for 
these  reasons  he  regarded  the  bank  as  a  monster  of  corruption, 
which  Ae  was  determined  to  put  down.  That  a  bank  so  using 
its  powers  ought  (as  he  repeatedly  expressed  it)  to  be  robbed  of 
those  powers. 

3.  That  the  law  creating  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
in  his  opinion  unconstitutional.  That  no  power  to  create  a 
national  bank  was  conferred,  or  intended  to  be  conferred  by 
the  constitution — that  the  provision  by  which  congress  was  au- 
thorised to  regulate  the  currency,  had  reference  only  to  domes- 
tic and  foreign  coin,  and  not  to  paper  of  any  description. 

4.  That  having  made  up  his  mind  irrevocably  upon  all  these 
points — Andrew  Jackson  never  would  restore  the  deposites  to 
the  bank — Andrew  Jackson  would  never  recharter  that  monster 
of  corruption— that  neither  persuasion  nor  coercion,  nor  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature,  could 
shake  his  fixed  determination — that  sooner  than  consent  to  re- 
store the  deposites,  or  recharter  the  bank,  he  would  undergo 
the  tortures  often  Spanish  inquisitions;  that  sooner  than  live 
an  a  country  where  such  a  power  prevailed,  he  would  seek  an 
asylum  in  the  wilds  of  Arabia. 

5.  It  was  announced  by  the  president  that  he  meant  to  conti- 
mue  the  present  system  of  collecting  the  revenue  by  the  state 
tanks,  until  the  experiment  had  been  fully  tried,  and  at  all  events 
-until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  Slates  bank. 
"Fhat  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that 
-the  state  banks  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  country. 
That  he  would  furnish  the  country  with  as  good,  nay,  a  better 
Jind  more  solvent  currency  than  that  of  the  national  bank — that 
■he  had  early  foreseen  and  provided  against  the  inclination  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  crush  the  state  banks,  and  that  his 
interposition  alone  had  saved  them  from  ruin — that  Ae  would 
continue  to  protect  the  stale  banks  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power. 

6.  The  president  admitted  that  considerable  distress  had  fol- 
lowed the  action  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  deposites. 
He  had  never  doubted  ihhtbrokers  and  stock  speculators,  and  all 
who  were  doing  business  upon  borrowed  capital,  would  suffer  se- 
verely under  the  effects  of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  peo- 
ple ought  to  break. 

The  foregoing  pariigraphs  are  believed  to  contain  all  the  im- 
poitant  ideas  expressed  by  the  president,  in  the  first  part  of  his 
discourse  to  the  delegates.  In  some  emphatic  expressions  his 
language  is  accurately  preserved,  while  his  numerous  repeti 
tions  of  the  same  idea  in  different  words,  which  served  unne- 
cessarily to  prolong  the  interview,  have  been  avoided.  Once 
or  twice  the  chairman  took  occasion  to  explain  that  he  seemed 
to  misapprehend  the  position  of  the  delegates;  that  they  had  not 
come  to  represent  the  bank  or  promote  its  interests,  but  to  lay 
before  him  the  condition  and  wishes  of  cilizensof  Philadelphia, 
imconnected  with  that  institution  and  engaged  in  the  various 
depnrtments  of  commerce  and  industry.  Such  explanations, 
however,  produced  no  visible  efTect  on  the  tenor  of  the  presi- 
dent's discourse,  nor  did  he  allow  an  opportunity  to  make  those 
statements  as  to  t/he  condition  of  this  community,  with  which 
the  delegates  were  especially  charged. 

In  reference  to  his  declaration,  that  he  would  continue  the 
present  system  of  collecting  tiie  revenue  through  the  state 
banks,  until  tJie  experiment  had  been  fairly  tried,  one  of  the  de- 
legates inquired,  whether  he  had  determined  upon  any  plan  by 
which  the  country  might  be  relieved  in  case  the  experiment 
failed.  His  answer  was,  that  he  was  disposed  to  be  candid, 
and  would  explain  his  views  on  that  point.  That  in  order  to 
restore  the  currency  to  the  condition  intended  by  the  constitu- 
tion, aful  place  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country  where  the 
sages  of  the  constitution  found  and  left  them,  he  proposed  to 
put  out  of  circulatioi:  all  notes  of  five  dollars  and  under  by  plac- 
ing the  public  money  in  such  state  banks,  as  would  issue  no 
notes  below  ten  dollars— and  by  forbiddijii:  ihe  receipt  in  pay- 
foent  of  the  revrnue  of  the  notes  of  all  bunks,  which  should 
i«2iue  uoteii  under  ten  dollars. 


That  the  same  process  would  next  be  pursued  in  reference  lo 
all  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and  thus  a  metallic  currency  be 
ensured  for  all  the  common  imrposes  of  lite,  while  the  use  of 
bank  notes  would  be  confined  to  those  engaged  in  commerce. 

The  same  delegate  having  inquired  when  he   proposed  to  put 
this  plan  into  execution,  the  answer  was,  not  iiuiiiediaiely — not 
UMtil  the  expiration  ol  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.   Go  home,  gentlemen,  (said  he)  and  till  ilie  bank  of  the 
Utiited  States  to  relieve  the  country  by  increasing  it»i  business. 
Let  the  United  States  bank  make  no  run  upon  the  state  banks, 
and  I  will  take  care  that  the  state  banks  make  no  nyi  upon  her. 
Let  the  war  between  the  banks  cease,  and  all  will  be  well  in 
forty-eight  hours.     The  bank  of  the  United   States   is  trying  to 
cru!-h  the  state  banks.     Tell  the  state  banks  that  I  will   pniiect 
them,  and  that  the  power  of  the  United  States  bank  is  nearly 
gone,  and  that  it  will  be  compelled  to  cease  its  present  course. 
Here  one  of  the  delegates  observed  to  the  president— we  are 
many  of  us,  sir,  connected  with  state  banks,  and  yet  we  know 
of  no  such  warfare  between  them  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  you  speak  of.     It  does  not  exist  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia.   There  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  utmost  good  will  and 
harmony  between  tho  United  States  bank  and  the  other  banks 
of  our  city,  and  nearly  all  the  latter  are  in  favor  of  a  recharter. 
To  which  the  president  quickly  replied — I  know  all  about  it,  sir; 
I  know  that  some  of  your  banks  have  combined  in  favor  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States;  I  have  examined  the  whole  subject, 
and  understand  it  belter  than  any  of  you.    I  have  looked  im- 
partially at  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  have  the  best  infor- 
mation on  the  subject,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  from  the 
most  undoubted  sources.     I  learn  this  morning,  (Feb.  11),  from 
New  York,  that  stocks  are  rising,  and  that  money  is  becoming 
abundant.    Let  the  directors  of  the  bank  pursue  their  business 
on  principles  of  Christian   benevolence,  and  all  will  be  well. 
Let  them  wind  up  the  business  of  the  bank,  without  attempting 
to  break  down  the  government,  and  force  a  recharter,  and  it 
will  die  with  the  blessings  of  thousands;  otherwise,  it  will  have 
the  curses  of  millions.     I  have  read  the  scriptures,  gentlemen, 
and  I  find  that  when  Moses  ascended  the  mountain,  the  children 
of  Israel  rebelled,  and  made  a  golden  calf  and  worshipped  it, 
and  it  brought  a  curse  upon  them.     This  bank  will  be  a  greater 
curse.     I  have  no  hostility  to  the  bank;  I  am  willing  it  should 
expire  in  peace;  but  if  it  does  persist  in  its  war  with  the  govern- 
ment, I  have  a  measure  in  contemplation  which  will  destroy  it 
at  once,  and  which  I  am  resolved  to  apply,  be  the  consequences 
to  individuals  what  they  may.    The  bank  has  in  circulation  ten 
millions  of  checks,  which  I  have  no  doubt  are  illegal,  and  which 
I  will  direct  the  state  banks  to  refuse  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue.    These  checks  must  then  be  returned  upon  the  bank, 
and  will  drain  her  of  the  specie  she  is  hoarding.    This  measure 
I  will  apply,  unless  the  bank  desists  from  its  course. 

Here  the  chairman  remarked,  that  the  bank  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  design  of  the  executive  in  reference  lo  the  checks, 
and  gave  it  as  a  reason  for  not  extending  its  discounts,  and  for 
retaining  so  large  an  amount  of  specie  on  hand.  That  daily  and 
hourly  applications  for  relief  were  made  by  our  citizens  to  the 
bank,  without  effect.  That  the  directors  of  that  institution  felt 
bound  to  husband  their  resources  and  stand  on  the  defensive, 
while  so  serious  a  weapon  is  in  the  hands  of  the  executive. 
Well  sir,  replied  the  president,  let  them  do  right  and  I  will  not 
injure  them,  but  if  they  persist  in  measures  which  I  deem  op- 
pressive and  unjust,  they  must  expect  to  feel  my  power.  In  the 
course  of  these  remarks,  of  which  a  plain  and  certainly  not  an 
exaggerated  sketch  has  been  attempted  by  your  delegates,  the 
president  very  frequently  used  the  expression  that  HE  was  de- 
termined to  place  and  to  leave  HIS  government,  where  the  sa- 
ges who  framed  the  constitution  found  and  left  it,  and  also  to 
place  the  currency  and  revenue  of  the  country  where  the  sages 
found  and  left  it. 

It  occurred  to  several  of  the  delegates  to  ask  for  an  explana- 
tion of  phrases  which  conveyed  no  distinct  or  tangible  meaning 
to  their  minds.  Their  historical  reading  had  taught  them,  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  found  the  government  in  anar- 
chy and  left  it  in  order;  that  they  found  the  currency  and  reve- 
nue in  ruins,  and  left  both  in  a  state  of  exalted  prosperity;  and 
that  one  of  the  instruments  by  which  this  change  had  been  ef- 
fected, was  a  national  bank,  bearing  almost  equal  date  with  the 
constitution  itself— a  bank  of  the  same  kind  which  the  presi- 
dent had  stigmatized  .as  a  monstrous  contrivance  above  and 
against  both  tin;  coiistilntinn  and  the  law.  Fearing,  however, 
that  it  might  lead  to  a  contrbversy  about  facts  and  liistory,  and 
unwilling  to  contend  with  one  whose  opportunities  at  least 
have  been  better  tiian  their  owit,  they  abstained  from  inquiries 
which  their  curiosity  strongly  urged,  but  which  promised  to 
lead  to  no  useful  result. 

The  interview  had  now  lasted  about  an  hour,  and  during  that 
period  ii  had  been  impossible  for  the  delegates,  without  unpar- 
donable rudeness  towards  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation,  to 
explain  to  him  their  business  and  their  wishes.  It  had  become 
obvious,  moreover,  that  his  mind  was  pre-occupied  by  a  view 
of  the  subject,  which  would  neutralize  the  effects  of  facts  or 
reasoning,  that  he  regarded  the  whole  question  as  a  contest  be- 
tween the  bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  him  and  HIS  covernment 
on  the  other;  a  contest  in  which  the  people  had  no  concern, 
except  as  they  miglit  array  themselves  as  partisans  of  either, 
that  he  considered  his  own  power,  and  the  stability  of  HIS  co- 
vernment staked  upon  the  issue;  and  consequently  that  the  ar- 
I  tniments  of  those  who  disclaimed  connection  with  either  party, 
i  and  owed  no  allegiance  but  to  truth  and  justice,  and  the  coin- 


10 


NILES'  REG iSTEK-^M ARCH  1,  i88  4-DEPOSiTES  FOR  PENSIONS. 


moil  weal,  would  either  be  rejected  without  a  hearing,  or  if 
heard,  would  be  utterly  disregarded. 

The  delegates,  ilierelbre,  as  soon  as  this  painful  and  (as  free 
citizens  they  must  add)  humiliating  conviction  wa:'*  forced  upon 
their  minds,  r(;se  to  take  leave.  One  of  their  niunt)er  seized 
,the  opportunity  of  a  parting  word  to  say,  with  emphasis,  that  to 
the  president,  ami  to  his  conduct  in  removing  the  public  depo- 
sites,  the  citizens  of  Piiiladelphia  attributed  the  distress  under 
which  they  labor.  IJis  reply  to  this  renuirk  was  but  a  repetition 
of  assertions  previously  made,  and  the  delegates  retired  with 
no  cause  of  complaint  as  to  their  personal  treatment,  but  indig- 
nant that  the  voice;  of  more  than  ten  ihousand  citizt^ns,  could 
be  deemed  by  the  president  unworthy  his  aliention,  and  with  a 
sad  conviction  that  the  high  places  of  power,  in  a  land  boasting 
of  its  freedom,  were  closed  and  barred  against  unpalatable  truth. 
The  committee  tlieii  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of 
the  further  proceedings,  holding  out  encouraging  pros- 
pects as  to  the  result,  in  changes  of  opinion  effected,  or 
expected  to  be  made,  in  the  minds  of  members  of  con- 
gress; and  they  exhort  the  people  to  perseverance,  in  a 
hope  that  their  representatives  will  finally  act  to  relieve 
the  awful  and  extensive  public  distress  that  pi^evails. 
This  part  is  very  interesting,  but  we  cannot  get  room  for 
it,  at  length.  They  refer  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  call  upon  the  people  to  redeem 
themselves  and  their  country,  &c. 
The  report  concludes  as  follows: 

One  word  of  exhortation  to  their  fellow  citizens  and  the  de- 
legates have  done.  It  is  no  common  occasion  which  has  called 
for  this  unprecedented  assemblage.  The  evils  to  be  averted  are  of 
no  common  character,  and  call  for  the  exertion  of  extraordinary 
energy.  A  contest  has  commenced — the  parties  to  which  are 
the  people  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  executive  on  the  other — a 
contest  full  of  difficulty  and  involving  our  dearest  interests 
as  citizens  and  as  freemen.  Let  all  so  regard  it,  and  let 
all  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  shove  they  understand  its 
nature  iind  its  consequences.  Let  Innn  that  liath  property, 
spare  of  his  abundance  to  secure  the  remainder;  let  liim  that 
hath  talents  or  affluence  expend  them  frei  ly  in  the  cause  of 
social  happiness  and  of  chartered  rights — and  he  that  hath  nei- 
ther of  these,  let  him  brinjra  patriot's  heart  and  a  patriot's  voice 
as  his  most  acceptable  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

Let  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the  learned  and  the  un- 
learned join  hand  in  hand,  and  with  one  voice  and  spirit,  as 
they  have  one  interest  in  the  event,  unite  their  efforts  to  bind 
up  the  wounds  of  their  afflicted  country  and  restore  her  once 
more  to  health  and  prosperity.  If  the  prevalence  of  such  a 
feeling  shall  date  from  this  day,  the  hallowed  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  the  father  of  his  country,  each  succeeding  return  of  the 
same  auspicious  day,  will  carry  with  it  an  additional  claim  to 
the  respect  and  veneration  of  the  American  people. 
Signed  by  the  committee  as  follows: 

Elxhu  Chauxxcey,  Robert  T.  Potts. 

Thomas  Fassitt,  Benjamim  Naglee', 

James  Martin,  Henry  Troth, 

William  Gill,  Mordecai  D.  Lewis, 

John  Struthers,  Joseph  Smith, 

Samdel  Comly,  Merrit  Canby, 

Caleb  Cope,  John  S.  Warner, 

Joseph  H.  Dulles,  J.  Fisher  Leaming, 

Thomas  Fletcher,  Isaac  Macauley, 

Gideon  Scull,  Joseph  McIlvaine, 

John  Waters,  Bela  Badger. 

Caleb  Cope,  esq.  on  behalf  of  the  delegation,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Jos. 
R.  Ingcrso^i,  esq.  by  which  gentleman  they  were  most  eloquent- 
ly and  ably  supported,  and  were  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions. 

Whereas,  it  Is  believed,  that  a  sound  currency  is  essential  to 
national  prosperity,  and  that  to  the  influence  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  attributed  the  advantages  «f  a  sound 
and  equal  circulating  medium,  high  |)iiblic  credit  and  low  rates 
of  interest,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which,  private  enterprise  has 
flourished,  and  the  finances  of  the  state  and  general  govern- 
ment have  been  successfully  managed,  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  attempt:?  now  made  to  break  up  a  system  so  fully  tested  and 
80  admirably  adapted  to  our  country,  are  highly  injurious,  and 
if  persisted  in  will  be  destructive  alike  to  public  and  private 
prosperity.  Therefore 

1.  Pvcsolved,  That  the  present  cri.^is,  so  full  of  danger  to  the 
constitution,  and  so  marked  liy  assaults  upon  all  that  is  valuable 
in  property  and  in  civil  rights,  demands  our  resolute,  active  and 
unyielding  eflorts,  to  restore  the  broken  faith  of  the  government 
and  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  our  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  avowed  intention  of  the  executive  to 
prosecute  an  EXPERFMEIVT  on  the  national  currency,  by 
wielding  at  his  sole  will  the  entire  revenue,  is  a  usurpation  in- 
compatible with  our  system  of  government,  and  at  utter  vari- 
ance with  the  duties  of  a  chief  magistrate  of  a  republic,  who  is 
no  more  above  the  law  than  the  humblest  citizen  of  our  land. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  his  manjier  and  tone  at  the  recent  interview  with  the 
delegatea  from  this  community,  and  his  open  declarations  on 
Miat  and  other  occasions,  evince  a  settled  i)urpo9«  to  destroy 


the  present  currency  of  the  country,  by  a  rash  and  ruinous  ex- 
periment. That  by  his  disregard  of  consetjuences,  rusulting 
from  the  measures  of  his  administration;  by  his  reluctance  to 
listen  to  facts  or  reason,  and  by  substituting  the  [(Crsonal  feel- 
inas  and  arbitrary  will  of  ANDREW  JACKSON,  in  place  of  the 
otHcial  dignity  and  constitutional  action  of  the  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  he  has  introduced  into  the  go- 
vernmeut  a  feature  unknown  to  the  constitution  and  dangerous 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

4.  Resolved,  Thai  the  common  prosperity  of  the  inhibitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  more  especially  the  peculiar  interests  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  de- 
mand an  imnudiate  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
so  that  confidence  may  be  restored,  lost  faith  be  recovered, 
an  impulse  to  industry  be  given,  and  our  country  be  raised  from 
its  present  despondency,  to  a  stale  of  active  and  cheerful  ch- 
terprize. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  present  suspension  of  commerce  and 
the  arts;  and  in  the  consequent  distress  spread  through  society, 
we  see  but  the  beginning  of  those  evils,  which  if  they  be  not  re- 
medied by  the  action  of  congress,  will  eventually  produce  most 
extended  ruin — that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  lias  any 
thing  to  lose  by  a  revolution,  or  any  thing  to  gain  by  a  govern- 
ment of  laws,  to  put  forth  his  strength  in  behalf  of  his  country, 
and  not  to  give  back  until  truth  shall  prevail,  and  the  country 
be  restored  to  its  former  prosperity. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  a  crisis  like  this,  all  minor  differences 
of  opinion,  all  secondary  distinctions  of  section  or  of  party 
should  be  cast  aside,  and  the  freemen  of  the  country  should  be 
urged  to  rally  under  the  broad  banner  of  the  constitution,  in  de- 
fence of  their  primary  and  essential  rights.  . 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  other 
states,  be  invited  to  hold  county  and  town  meetings,  for  the 
purpose  of  averting  the  approaching  ruin — and  it  is  recommend- 
ed that  committees  of  correspondence  be  organized,  and  that 
deputations  from  each  meeting  be  sent  to  Washington,  to  explain 
to  congress  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  to  enforce  tbe 
necessity  of  immediate  relief;  by  a  restoration  of  the  curr^ney 
and  public  confidence. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  freemen  of  the 
several  counties  of  Pennsylvania  who  agree  with  us  in  senti- 
ment as  to  the  causes  and  remedy  of  the  present  distress  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  a  general  convention  to  be  held  in  Harrisburg, 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  measures  to  restore  the  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

9.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  Girard 
bank  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  retain  the  public 
deposites  and  thereby  countenance  and  uphold  a  system  which 
is  believed  to  be  unlawful,  and  which  experience  has  already 
shown  to  have  a  disastrous  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
city. 

10.  Resolved.  That  a  committee  of  thirty  be  appointed  by  litis 
meeting  with  power  to  convene  from  time  to  time,  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  their  own  body  or  otherwise  to  enforce  the  objects  of 
this  meeting  at  Washington,  Hatrisburg  and  elsewhere,  to  cor- 
respond with  other  committees  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  will  tend  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  con- 
tinue the  same  until  their  exertions  shall  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. 

Some  other  resolutions  of  a  local  nature,  or  as  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  committee,  &c,  were  passed,  and  the  whole 
are  signed  by 

JoHx  A.  Browjv,  president — Samviel  Richards,  Wil- 
liam Gill,  Benjamin  Naglee,  George  Miller,  Bela  Bad- 
ger, Israel  Roberts,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Robert  Burton, 
John  Scholefield,  vice  presidents,  and  Jacob  M.  Thomas, 
Henry  C.  Corbil,  Richard  Morgan,  J.  C.  Wolbert,  se- 
cretaries. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  nine  hearty  cheers 
were  given  for  the  "constitution  and  the  laws," 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
In  the  senate  of  the   United  States,   Fchruary  17. 
pension  agency — united  states  bank. 
Mr.    Clayton  from  the  commillee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom 
have  been  referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  4th  February  last,  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  funds,  books  and  pa- 
pers connected  with  the  pension  agency  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  report: 

The  message  .nnd  documents  referred  to  the  committee  show 
the  fact,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  declined  to 
comply  with  an  order  of  the  department  of  war,  issued  on  the 
2(1  of  Janur.ry,  J834,  demanding  a  surrender  of  the  fund^i,  books 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  pension  agency  of  the  bank,  under 
the  act  of  congress  approved  on  the  7th  of  June,  18.32,  entitled 
"an  act  supplemenlary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sur- 
viving officers  and  sohiiers  of  the  revolution."  The  orders  ap- 
pear to  have  been  issued  by  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  act- 
ing under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  it  announces 
the  appointment,  on  the  same  day,  of  fifteen  new  pension 
agents  to  perform  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  bank 
as  pension  agents  inidnr  that  law.  Those  agents  are  the  presi- 
dents of  certain  State  banks  to  which  a'  portion  of  the  public 
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deposites  has  been  removed  bylhe  late  order  of  tlie  secretary 
of  the  treasury.  At  the  same  tiine,  and  by  the  said  order,  the 
hank  of  the  United  Stales  was  coiDinaiided  to  cease  pnying  peii- 
«ioHS  under  the  law  referred  to.  The  bank  in  reply  to  the 
awJindate  of  the  secretary,  wiiile  it  respectfully  (htclines  to  de 
3iv«r  the  funds  and  jiap(;r6  u^  directed,  wiJliont  the  consent  of 
congress,  profess  ils  perfect  willintness  t(j  surrender  its  trust  as 
pettsiofj  agents,  if  it  slial!  he  the  pleasure  of  congress  to  release 
it  from  the  charge,  but  regardini?  such  a  surrender,  without  the 
permission,  to  be  a  viohiiion  of  its  duly  to  congress  and  tlie 
country,  it  awaits  some  decision,  either  legislative  or  judicial, 
to  discharge  it  from  the  buiden  of  this  aj^ency,  or  to  reinstate  it 
ill  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  In  the  mean  time,  fearinj»  an  ob- 
stacle in  the  seUletneut  of  its  accounts  for  future  disi)ursements, 
shoirid  it  pay  any  more  [)eiisionefs  under  this  act,  after  the  pro- 
Siibitioii  of  the  sec-relary,  it  has  ol)eyed  his  injunction  to  cease 
paying  them  until  further  directions. 

Por  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank,  tlie  mess.ige,  if  it  does 
Slot  invoke  the  vengeance  of  the  public  ntjainst  the  institution, 
certainly  denounces  it  as  the  cause  of  all  the  delay  and  embar- 
Tassment  which  has  occurred  since  the  secretary's  order  in  the 
payment  of  the  debt  which  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  has 
aiward'cd  to  the  surviving  veterans  of  the  revolution.  The  pre- 
sident considers  the  conduct  of  the  bank  as  an  usurpation  of 
the  functions  of  the  judicial  power,  and  an  attempt  to  prescribe 
to  the  executive  department  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  exe- 
cute the  trust  confided  to  it  by  law;  condemns  it  as  without  ex- 
ample in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  declares  that,  if  the 
actd  <jf  the  executive  may  be  thus  checked,  and  controlled 
*^?the  whole  frame  of  our  government  is  changed." 

The  committee  have  exanuned  the  questions  growing  out  of 
the  documents  referred  to  them  with  all  the  care  required  by  a 
matter  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment, touches  the  honor  of  that  government,  as  well  as  the 
justclaims  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  They 
Iiave  found  no  ground  for  any  difference  of  opinion  among 
ttUemselves,  and  they  now  unanimously  submit  the  following 
view  of  the  whole  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

The  15tli  section  of  tiie  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  approved  on  the  10th  of  April, 
J816,  provides  that  during  the  continuance  of  that  act,  the  cor- 
poration shall, among  other  things,  "do  and  perform  the  several 
and  respective  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  se- 
veral states,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  required 
fey  law."  In  less  than  one  year  after  the  approval  of  this  act, 
congress  passed  "the  act  transferring  the  duties  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abolish- 
ing the  office  of  commissioner  of  loans,"  which  act  was  ap- 
proved on  the  3d  of  March,  1817.  Both  statutes  were  passed  by 
the  fourteenth  congress.  The  first  section  of  the  last  act  pro- 
vides, "that  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  and  its  several  branches 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  several  states; 
and  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  its  several  branches,  and  such 
state  banks  as  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  may  employ  in 
those  states  where  no  branch  bank  shall  be  established,  shall 
observe  and  conform  to  the  directions  which  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  touching 
the  execution  of  the  duties  aforesaid.  " 

This  statute  in  connexion  with  the  15th  section  of  the  charter, 
imposed  a  burden  on  the  bank  important  to  the  government, 
and  still  more  important  to  those  who  were  the  most  meritori- 
ous objects  of  its  bounty.  For  while  that  section  enjoined  it 
as  a  duty  on  the  corporation  to  give  the  necessary  facilities  for 
transferring  the  public  moneys  to  any  part  of  the  country,  and 
for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors, 
without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowance  on  ac- 
count of  the  difference  of  exciiange,  the  same  section,  in  con- 
junction with  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  made  it  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  bank  to  assume  the  agency  of  paying  all 
pensioners  of  the  government;  sucli  being  at  this  time,  one  of 
the  principal  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans.  But  the 
agent  thus  appointed  by  special  act  of  congress  was  not  vested 
with  a  general  discretion  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties.  It 
was  bound  to  conform  to  the  directions  of  the  secretary,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  "touching  the  execution  of  the 
duties  aforesaid."  The  power  of  the  executive  over  the  bank, 
in  this  matter,  was  conferred  by  congress,  and  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  the  former  over  the  latter  was  clearly  defined  by 
the  same  authority.  No  right  is  vested  in  the  executive  to  an- 
nihilate the  agency  of  the  bank,  or  to  substitute  another  at  exe- 
cutive discretion.  The  agency  shall  exist,  says  the  law— the 
bank  shall  pay  certain  moneys;  but  as  to  the  time  and  place  of 
payment,  the  portions  of  these  pensions  to  be  paid  in  certain 
cases;  in  short,  in  all  things  toiichim^  the  manner  of  executijis,  its 
duties,  this  public  servant  shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of 
another  who  shall,  so  far  exercise  a  superintendance  over  the 
former.  The  duties  enjoined  on  the  bank  by  this  act  are  mi- 
nisterial— those  of  the  secretary  are  supervisory;  and  the  two  au- 
thorities do  no  more  clash  with  each  other  than  those  of  the 
court  and  the  marshal  of  the  district,  each  of  which  is  created 
by  law,  and  liable  to  all  the  restraints  imposed  by  that  law. 
The  bank  beinz  subject  to  the  liabilities  of  a  paying  agent,  was 
to  have  the  choice  of  its  own  sub-agents  among  the  state  banks 
in  those  states  where  no  branch  bank  of  the  United,  States  was 
established;  and  by  a  proviso  of  the  third  section  of  the  same 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  a  saving  clause  was  introduced 


for  its  benefit  in  case  no  state  bank  should  be  established  by 
law  in  any  one  of  the  states,  in  which  case  the  agency  for  wii- 
litary  pensions  in  that  slate  was  not  to  be  efl'ected  by  the  act. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  attorney  general  manifestly 
errs  when  he  represents  tlie  "presidents  o(  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  its  several  branches"  as  the  agents  constituted  by 
this  act.  The  only  agents  known  to  tlie  law  were  the  bank  and 
ils  several  branches.  Tliey,  and  not  their  r(;s|»eclive  presidents, 
were  required  to  do  the  several  duties  of  commissioners  of 
loans.  They,  not  their  presidents,  were  to  choose  sub-agents 
among  the  slate  banks,  and  the  injunction  to  observe  and  con- 
lorn)  to  the  (iireclionsof  the  secretary  in  regard  to  the  execution 
of  their  duties  operated  on  them,  not  on  their  several  presidents 
merely.  The  attorney  general  says,  the  law  of  1817,  by  which 
the  duties  then  performed  by  the  commississoners  of  loans, 
including  the  general  pension  agency,  are  transferred  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  expressly  declares  that  these  powers 
"shall  be  performed"  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  and  that  their  acts  shall  be  countersigned  by  the 
cashier."  It  is  true,  that  the  second  section,  to  which  he  pro- 
bably referred,  enacts  "that  all  such  duties  and  acts  as  are  now 
done  and  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  loans,  in  transfer- 
ring stock  from  the  books  of  one  loan  office  to  another,  or  to  the 
hooks  of  the  treasury,  or  from  the  hooks  of  the  treasury  to  the 
books  of  the  loan  offices  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  presidents  of  the 
several  branches  of  the  said  bank,  and  by  the  presidents  of  such 
state  banks  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  employ,  (in 
states  where  no  branch  of  the  United  States'  bank  shall  be  es- 
tablished); and  the  acts  of  the  presidents  aforesaid  shall  be 
countersigned  by  the  cashiers  of  those  banks  respectively." 
This  section  is  the  only  one  prescribing  services  to  be  performed 
by  the  presidents  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  unless  the  third 
section  should  be  deemed  to  be  of  this  character,  which  directs 
the  transfer  of  the  papers  to  the  presidents,  while  it  unequivo- 
cally recognizes  them  only  as  agents  of  the  bank  to  receive 
those  papers,  by  an  express  direction  that  the  notice  of  the 
transfer  siiall  be,  "that  the  duties  will  be  transferred  to  the 
bank.^'  Where  the  attorney  general  can  find  that  part  of  the 
law  of  1817,  by  which  the  general  pension  agency  is  transferred 
to  the  presidents  or  cashiers  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  or 
which  "expressly  declares  that  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans,  including  the  general  pension  agency,  shall  be 
performed  by  the  presidents  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  with 
the  counter-signature  of  the  cashiers,  the  committee  are  at  a 
loss  to  imagine.  It  is  true,  that,  as  sub-delegates  and  organs  of 
the  bank,  they  have  been  sometimes  addressed  as  pension 
agents  in  the  correspondence  with  the  department  which  tliey 
have  always  conducted.  It  is  true,  that,  as  tiie  agents  of  the 
bank,  conducting  business  by  its  orders,  the  pension  rolls  have 
been  sent  to  them  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  bank;  and 
that  as  the  ofiicersof  the  corporation,  they  have  been  directed  to 
inscribe  the  name  of  the  pensioner  on  the  rolls;  and  to  pay  to  the 
time  of  the  semi-annual  payment,  if  the  claimant  should  be  still 
living,  and,  if  not,  then  up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  So  the 
cashiers  of  the  several  branches  might  have  performed  the  same 
duties  with  the  consent  of  the  bank;  and  we  find  that,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  business  of 
this  agency,  so  far  as  regards  the  pension  act  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1828,  has  been  conducted  through  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washington.  The  error 
to  which  we  have  referred  admits  a  construction  which  would 
deny  tiie  liability  of  the  institution  whose  capital  is  bound  for 
the  safety  of  the  pension  fund.  It  would  divide  that  liability 
among  the  presidents  of  the  branches,  who  never  gave  bonds 
for  the  money,  and  whose  persona!  responsibility  would,  if  the 
opinion  we  controvert  were  sound,  furnish  the  only  security 
for  the  safety  of  the  millions  which  have  been  entrusted  to  the 
bank  on  the  credit  of  its  whole  capital.  It  is  the  more  iwiob- 
jectionable  as  it  would  strengthen  the  untenable  position  that 
the  pension  agent  of  this  government,  accountable  now  for  the 
payment  of  more  than  twenty-three  thousand  pensioners,  is, 
and  ever  has  been,  a  creature  of  the  executive,  and  not  the  de- 
legated agent  of  congress. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  there  can  be  no  greater  error 
on  this  subject  than  to  suppose  that  it  is  through  a  mere  ex- 
ercise of  executive  authority  that  the  banks  has  became  the 
legal  agent  for  the  payment  of  pension  money — "It  took."  says 
the  attorney  general,  "the  agency  from  the  commissioners  of 
loans  by  substitution  in  their  stead:  and  those  commissioners 
derived  it  from  an  executive  regulation."  But  the  substitution 
was  by  an  act  of  congress.  In  addition  to  those  parts  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to  which  we  have  referred 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  this,  the  third  section  of  the  same 
act  directs  "that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  notify  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  that  the  duty 
now  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  loans  will  be  transfer- 
red to  the  bank  "of  tlie  United  States,  and  shall  so  direct  the 
commissioners  of  loans,  and  the  agents  for  military  pensions 
where  there  is  no  commissioner,  respectively,  in  the  several 
♦  tales,  to  deliver  to  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  bank  or 
to  the  president  of  a  branch  thereof,  or  to  the  president  of  such 
state  bank  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  employ  on 
such  day  or  days  as  he  may  designate,  the  register  and  all  the 
records  and  papers  of  the  respective  oflicers,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  commissioners  of  loans,  and  agents  for  pensioners 
to  comply  with  the  said  direction,  and  also  to  duplicate  receipts 
for  the  delivery  of  the  papers  and  records  herein  described,  one 
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of  which  shall  be  transmitted  without  delay  to  the  secretary  of 
the  ireasary— Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  agent  for  military  pensions  in  any  state  where 
there  is  no  bank  established  by  law."  The  fourth  section  ot  the 
act  abolishes  the  offices  of  commissioners  of  loans  upon  the 
delivery  of  the  said  records  and  papers.  The  office  of  commis- 
sdoner  of  loans,  was  created  by  the  act  of  congress  "making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Slates"  approved  on  the 
4th  of  August,  1790.  The  commissioner  of  each  state  was 
thereby  enjoined,  among  other  things,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
loan  proposed  by  that  act  as  the  same  should  become  due,  and 
generally  to  observe  and  perform  such  directions  and  regula- 
tions as  should  be  prescribed  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  touching  the  execution  of  his  office.  The  twelfth  sec- 
tion of  the  same  act  compels  the  commissioners  to  give  bonds, 
with  one  or  more  securities,  conditioned  for  their  good  be- 
haviour in  their  offices,  respectively.  Whether  these  officers 
•were  originally  bound  by  executive  regulation  only,  or  by  ex- 
press act  of  congress,  to  discharge  the  duty  of  agent  for  the  pay- 
ment of  military  pensions,  is  of  no  consequence,  if  it  be  con- 
ceded, as  it  is,  that  such  was  a  part  of  their  duties.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  and  tiie  attorney  general,  in  their  several  com- 
munications referred  to  the  committee  alike  admit  the  well 
known  fact  that  these  commissioners  were  employed  as  agents 
of  the  government  in  the  payment  of  pensions,  and  that  they 
continued  to  be  so  employed  until  after  the  organization  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  act  passed  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1816,  authorises  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  war, 
*'to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person  in  those  states  and  terri- 
tories where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,  and  also  in  the 
district  of  Maine,  to  perforin  the  duties  in  those  states  and  terri- 
tories, and  in  said  district,  respectively,  relating  to  pensions 
and  pensioners  which  are  now  required  by  said  commissioners 
in  their  respective  states."  This  act  recognises  the  duties  of 
pension  agents  as  pertaining  to  these  commissioners  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  and  restricts  the 
secretary's  power  of  appointment  to  places  where  there  is  no 
commissioner  of  loans.  Since  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  substituted  in  lieu  of  these  commissioners,  by  what 
statute  is  it  that  the  secretary  is  authorised  to  appoint  pension 
agents  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the  bank,  or  one  of  its 
branches  has  been  established. 

The  secretary  of  war,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  (to  be  found  in  their  reports  of  committees  of 
the  house  of  representatives  at  the  first  session  of  the  22d  con- 
gress, No.  460,  page  489),  so  late  as  the  Ist  of  March,  1832,  ad- 
mits that,  "from  a  careful  examination  of  the  laws  of  congress, 
he  is  satisfied  that  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in 
appointing  a  pension  agent  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the 
United  States'  bank  has  established  one  of  its  branches."    It  is 
not  intimated  to  us  that  the  secretary  has  ever  changed  this 
opinion.    It  was  not  hastily  formed.    It  was  not  given  by  him 
without  the  existence  of  an  important  case,  requiring  him  to 
decide  with  caution.     It  was  the  judgment  of  the  very  officer 
who  has,  by  his  order,  attempted  to  remove  and  to  annihilate 
the  pension  agency  established  by  congress,  and  who  has  con- 
stituted fifteen  other  agencies,  entirely   independent  of  each 
other,  to  supply  its  place.    No  matter  who  may  desire  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  the  act  which  thesecretary  of  war  has  com- 
mitted, we  can  look  only  to  him  as  properly  answerable  for  it; 
and  it  is  therefore  that  we  refer  particularly  to  his  opinion  which, 
under  any  other  circumstances,  would  have  come  to  us  as  the 
conviction  of  an  able  expositor  of  the  law,  but  would  have  been 
entitled  only  to  the  same  weight  which  we  should  have  accord- 
ed to  any  other  man  of  equal  learning  and  ability.    To  enable 
the  senate  to  see  under  what  circumstances  this  opinion  was 
given,  let  us  recur  to  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  bank.     It  ap- 
pears by  the  document  last  referred  to,  that,  in  the  summer  of 
1829,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  honorable  John  H.  Eaton, 
then  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  pension  agency  from  the 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Portsmouth. in  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  a  state  bank  at  Concord,  in  that  state,  and  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  secretary  to   effect  this  was  then  denied  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.    The  commissioner  of  pensions,  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Mason,  the  president  of  the  branch   bank  in 
New   Hampshire,  dated  the  25th  of  August,  1829,  says,  that, 
"in  changing  the  agency,  the  secretary  of  war  conceived  him- 
self authorised  by  law  to  do  so,  and  was  actuated  by  a  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  pensioners,  in  wishing  to  have  them  paid 
in  that  part  of  the  state  where  the  greatest  fticilities  are  present- 
ed." If  this  wer^i  intended  as  an  apology  for  the  act  of  the  then 
secretary,  it  cannot  avail   in  the  case  now  before  us,  because 
the  agent  selected  by  the  present  secretary  is  the  Commercial 
bank  at  Portsmouth,  the  very  place  where  the  branch  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  established.     But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  object  of  this   part  of  the  correspondence,  the  rest  of  the 
letter  of  the  commissioner  waives  all  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  revokes   the   order  for  the  change  of  the  agency  and 
directs  the  branch  bank  of  the  U.  Stales  to  resume  its  duties. 
Two  years  afterwards  there  was  a  similar  attempt"with  a  view 
to  accommodate  the  pensioners,"  again;  and  a  transfer  was  ac- 
tually made  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  pension  list  from  the 
office  Kt  New  York  to  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  bank  in  the 
city  of  Albany.    The  bank  of  the  United  States  strongly  remon- 
strated auainstthe   meas'ire  as  illegal   and  unwarrantable.     A 
chanije  of  the  heads  of  departments  having  occurred  after  the 
alteration  of  the  agency,  the  bank  appealed  to  the  present  head  of 
the  department  of  war,  in  a  letter  dated  the  lOih  of  August,  1831, 


and  the  subject  was  held  under  advisement  by  that  officer  nntii 
the  Ist  of  March,  1832,  a  period  of  more  than  six  months,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  the  secretary  writes  to  the  president  of  the 
bank,  as  before  stated,  his  entiie  satisfaction,  from  a  careful 
examination  of  the  laws  of  congress,  that  the  department  is  not 
warranted  in  appointing  a  pension  agent.  "Hence,"  says  the 
secretary,  "the  agent  at  Albany  has  been  notified  that  his  ap- 
pointment, by  this  departments  has  from  this  day  ceased."  And 
so  the  matter  ended. 

This  opinion  of  the  secretary  is  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
committee.     It  was  formed   in  the  spirit  which  should  direct 
all  the  operations  of  a  government  recognising  nothing  arbitrary 
or  oprressive  in  its  character,  and  we  think  that  the  retraction 
of  error,  when  thus  convinced  of  it,  after  taking  due  delibera- 
tion, was  honorable  as  well  as  just  in   the  officer.    To  support 
him  in  the  result  at  which  he  had  arrived,  he  saw  among  the 
acts  of  congress,  which  he  professes  carefully  to  have  examin- 
ed, that  an  act  of  congress  had  been  at  all  times  held  necessary 
to  create  a  new  pension  agency;  in  pursuance  of  this  construc- 
tion, on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  an  act  passed  by  which  the  se- 
cretary of  war  was  authorised  to  appoint  an  agent,  in  addition 
to  one  already  appointed  in  the  slate  of  Tennessee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  pensioners  of  the  United  States  residing  in  East 
Tennessee:"  that,  again,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826,  the  secretary 
of  war  was  "authorised  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Pitts- 
burgh, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  resident  in  that  vicinity;"  and  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was,  by  the  same  act  authorised  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangement  with  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  for  paying  the  before  mentioned  pensioners  at  the  office 
of  discount  and  deposite  of  said  bank  at  Pittsburgh.     He  knew 
that  the  secretary  of  war  could  not  exercise  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing such  agents  as  his  own  deputies;  that  he  was  not  the 
paymaster  of  pensions;  and  that  long  before  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  while  the  agency  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans,  congress  found  it  necessary,  by  the  act  of  the 
7lh  January,  1809,  to  give  even  him  authority  to  act  as  agent  in 
a  few  cases,  by  enacting  "that  every  pension,  or  arrearage  of 
pension  due  to  every  officer  or  soldier  residing  in  either  of  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof  in  which  there  has  rot 
been  appointed  an  agent  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  shall  be 
paid  at  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  the 
secretary  for  the  war  department,  and  that  the  name  of  the 
pensioner  shall,  on  his  application  to  the  secretary  of  war,  be 
transferred  from  the  books  of  the  state  in  which  it  was  original- 
ly registered,  to  a  register  to  be  opened  for  that  purpose  at  the 
war  office  of  the  United  States,"  the  act  of  congress  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1816,  authorising  the  secretary  of  war  to  appoint  pen- 
sion agents  where  there  was  no  commissioner  of  Joans,  was 
also  before  him,  to  satisfy  him  that,  as  well  before  as  after  the 
bank  had  assumed  the  agency,  no  such  agent  could  be  created 
by  the  head  of  his  department.  He  took  no  distinction  between 
the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  and  any  other  pension  law  of 
this  government;  but,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  views  of 
his  predecessors,  with  all  the  books  and  accounts  of  his  office 
before  him,  exhibiting  the  construction  which  had  ever  been 
given  to  the  duties  of  the  bank — with  the  aid  of  all  the  learning 
of  the  then  attorney  general,  if  he  choose  to  put  it  in  requisi- 
tion, he  concurred  in  the  result  at  which  Mr.  Binney,  Mr.  Sear- 
geanl  and  Mr.  Mason,  had  before  arrived— that  new  pension 
agents  could  not  be  appointed  by  the  department,  except  in  the 
single  class  of  cases  in  which  such  appointments  were  expressly 
authorised  by  the  act  of  1816. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  law,  which  was  thus  considered 
settled  by  the  secretary,  whether  we  consider  the  importance 
of  a  permanent  establishment  of  such  an  agency  in  reference  to 
the  chief  object  of  its  creation,  which  was  the  payment  of  pen- 
sioners in  a  sound  currency,  without  charge  to  the  government; 
or,  in  reference  to  the  limitation  it  was  supposed  to  have  fixed 
for  the  exercise  of  executive  power  over  this  portion  of  the 
public  treasure,  we  are  convinced  that  it  was  such  as  highly  to 
recommend  it  in  its  origin,  and  that  it  is  yet  such  as  to  forbid 
any  chanse  of  its  provisions.  At  the  lime  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  government  incurred  great  ex- 
pense in  the  payment  of  salaries  and  clerk  hire,  appertaining  to 
the  commissiouprs  of  loans.  The  bank  having  assumed  the 
duties  of  those  officers,  without  charge  on  the  treasury  for  their 
performance,  incurred  a  responsibility,  the  neglect  or  refusal  to 
meet  which  subjected  it  to  ail  the  penal  consequences  of  a  vio- 
lation of  its  charter.  The  pension  agency  is  a  duty  imposed  on 
the  institution,  onerous  and  expensive,  which  the  president  of 
the  bank  now  informs  us  it  is  willing  to  be  discharged  from  if 
congress  the  creator  of  that  agency,  will  release  it;  and  that  it  is 
a  burden,  and  not  a  mere  benefit  to  the  institution,  is  satisfactori- 
ly established  not  only  by  his  declarations,  hut  by  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  several  of  the  local  banks  to  wiiich  the  public 
deposiles  have  been  recently  removed.  Thus  the  president  of 
the  Mechanics'  bank  at  New  York,  in  his  Idler  to  tlif  commis- 
sioner of  the  27th  of  January  last,  complains:  "The  acency,  as 
I  learn,  is  exceedingly  complicated  in  its  details,  requires  con- 
siderable office  room,  the  employment  of  at  least  three  clerks, 
which  must  necessarily  involvp  us  in  a  very  considpr.ible  extra 
expense.  Why  this  bank  should  have  been  selected  to  perform 
this  service,  vvliilsl  the  other  selected  banks  here  are  exempt 
from  the  responsibility,  labor  and  expense,  is  a  matter  of  souie 
surprise,  particularly  when  it  is  known  that  we  have  not  hither- 
to had  a  due,  propoition  of  tlie  public  deposites.  Having  as-^ 
scnted,  however,  in  our  agreement  with   the  treasury,  to   per- 
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Ibrm  the  duties  incidental  to  the  agency,  we  cannot  of  course 
object  to  the  execution  of  those  duties,  but  must,  at  the  same 
time,  he  permitted  to  say  that  an  agency  involving  such  great 
responsibility,  arduous  duties,  and  heavy  expenses,  should  be 
borne  in  common  by  the  three  banks;  or,  if  this  should  be  con- 
sidered impracticable,  that  the  other  two  should  at  least  bear  a 
pro  rata  portion  of  the  expenses." 

In  several  instances  presented  by  the  correspondence  between 
the  commissioner  of  pensions  and  the  presidents  of  the  state 
banks,  which  have  been  recently  selected  as  banks  of  deposite, 
those  officers  have  declined  the  agency,  or  refused  to  give  bond 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties.    In  some  cases  the   local 
banking  corporations   are  themselves  made  executive  agents; 
the  presidents  of  banks  are  selected,  without  any  accountability 
on  the  part  of  the  banks  over  which  tliey  preside.    For  the  per- 
formance of  this  trust,  before  the  change  was  made,  the  whole 
capital  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  this  go- 
vernment. The  institution,  by  long  practice,  had  become  expert 
in  the  conduct  of  all  the  complicated  details  of  the  trust  confid- 
ed to  it.     It  had  reduced  the  whole  business  of  the  agency  to  a 
system  which  alike  secured  the  interests  of  the  government, 
and  the  pensioners,  and  its  own  stockholders.    "We  have  no 
evidence"  says  the  commissioner,  in  a  letter  from  the  pension 
office  to  the  president  of  the  Girard  bank  in  Philadelphia,  of  the 
24th  of  February  last,  "'that  the  United  Slates  bank  has  ever  lost 
a  cent  by   paying   pensions,   although   that  institution  and  its 
branches  have  disbursed  large  sums  for  this  office  for  seventeen 
years  past."    And  while  the  bank  was  so  well  managing  this 
interest  for  its  own  stockholders,  we  have  never  heard  that,  at 
any  lime,  the  government  found  fault  with  its  accounts,  or  that 
any  revolutionary  soldier,  or  other  pensioner  on  the  lists,  was 
turned  fromits  doors  without  receiving  in  hard  dollars,  or  their 
full  equivalent  in   value,  the  whole  amount  of  the  intended 
bounty  of  his  country,  unless   the  executive  department  had 
previously  interfered  to  arrest  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  corporation.    In  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  this  trust, 
for  the  performance  of  which  the  honor,  faith  and  best  feelings 
of  the  country  are  enlisted,  cannot  be  as  well  discharged  by  in- 
dividual agents,  or  by  state  institutions,  which  owe  no  respon- 
sibility to  this  government,  and  which,  finding  no  source  of 
profit  in  the  pension  fund,  already  view  it,  and  may  soon  treat 
it,  as  an  incumbrance.     Should  they  be  all  equally  faithful  with 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  can  it  be  expected  that  fifteen 
new  agents,  acting  independently  of  each  other,  can  be  equally 
skilful?    Is  it  to  be  anticipated  that  they  will  all  adopt  the  same 
guards,  both  for  public  and  private  security.''  pursue  the  same 
mode  of  accounting  and  transacting  the  business  which  has 
been  perfected  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  after  seventeen 
years' experience?  or  maintain  any  one  general  system  what- 


ever, to  attain  the  same  objects?    We  think  that  as,  by  the  new 
arrangement  different  agents  are  selected  to  pay  the  pensions 
under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  and  as  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  still  to  pay  all  pensions  allowed  by  laws  an- 
terior to  that  date,  there  will  be  no  longer  any  one  system  pre- 
served in  the  pension  agency  of  the  government,  and  that  the 
confusion  incident  to  this  slate  of  things  will  be  an  evil  much  to 
be   regretted.     We  think,  too,  that,  should  congress  sanction 
the  changes  which  have  been  made,  it  is  by  no  means  without 
the  range  of  probability  that,  at  no  very  distant  period,  and  at 
some  one  of  the  numerous  agencies   recently  created,  those 
gallant  defenders  of  their  country,  who  have  attracted  the  presi- 
dent's sympathies  in  the  message  before  us,  may  sometimes  re- 
ceive their  allowance  in  depreciated  currency.    In  the  opinion 
of  the  comnrittee,  therefore,  however  willing  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  to  relin-quish  this  agency  by  the  permis- 
sion of  congress,  the  object  for  which  the  trust  was  established 
requires  that  it  should  not  he  permitteM  to  discharge  itself  from 
the  obligations  it  incurred  by  the  assumption  of  that  trust.   The 
policy  of  that  limitation  of  the  executive  power  over  this  por- 
tion of  the  public  treasure,  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  as  we  have  stated  it,  is  to  the  committee  not 
less  apparent.    The  permanent  appointment  of  an   agent,  not 
subject  to  removal  at  executive  discretion,  is  important  to  se- 
cure a  steady  and  punctual  payment  of  the  money  upon  which 
many  of  the  pensioners  depend  for  actual  sub«istence.    To  sub- 
ject them  to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  arising  from  a  change 
of  the  agency  at  every  revolution  of  the  political  wheel,  would 
be  not  only  to  embarrass  and  distress  those  who  should  meet 
with  no  obstacles  in  the  receipt  of  the  meed  of  their  patriotism, 
but  to  add  another  stream  to  the  swollen  current  of  power 
which  already  threatens  to  deluge  and  destroy  the  best  interests 
of  the  country. 

The  committee  might  here  have  rested  on  the  secretary's  own 
view  of  the  subject,  hut  for  the  reasoning  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, contained  in  the  opinion  accompanying  the  president's 
message.  This  opinion  appears  to  have  been  given,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  president,  one  month  after  the  order  issued  from 
the  department  of  war.  Thus  called  upon  either  to  justify  or 
condemn  a  measure  of  the  administration  which  had  been  pre- 
viously adopted,  the  arguments  of  the  attorney  general  do  not 
seein  to  us  to  concur  with  that  view  of  the  powers  of  the  de- 
partment of  war  which  the  secretary  himself  had  formerly 
taken. 

He  introduces  his  principal  argument  with  the  assertion  that 
all  the  pension  laws  up  to  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  provided  only 
for  invalids;  that  the  act  of  the  ISlh  March,  1818,  which  autho- 
rised the  payment  of  pensions  to  certain  indigent  officers  and 
soldiers  of  tiae  revolution;  declared  that  they  s))ould  be  paid  "in 


the  same  manner  as  pensions  to  invalids,  who  had  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list,  were  then  paid;"  that  similar  clauses  have 
been  inserted  in  the  various  pension  acts  since  passed;  and  he 
distinctly  admits  that  the  payments  under  all  those  acts  arc  lo 
be  made  through  Ihe  agency  of  the  bank,  except  so  far  as  con- 
gress shall  have  auihorised,  by  special  laws,  ilie  employment  of 
other  agents.  He  thun  denies  to  the  acts  of  1828  and  1832,  the 
character  of  pension  laws;  on  which  last  (>Gsiiion  his  chief  ar- 
gument is  rested.  Before  we  proceed  to  examine  this,  we  will 
notice  the  remarks  with  which  it  was  thus  introduced,  artd  the 
inferences  which  the  reasoner  intended,  as  vvc  presume,  should 
be  drawn  from  them. 

It  is  not  true  that  all  the  pension  laws  up  lo  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  provided  only  for  invalids;  because,  among  other  laws 
which  might  be  mentioned,  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
16th  of  April,  1816,  directing  half  pay  for  five  years,  for  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice during  the  last  war,  is  not  a  law  providing  only  for  inva- 
lids.   This  act,  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  does  not  designate 
the  agent  to  pay  the  pensions  allowed  by  the  section  referred 
to,  was  extended  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  the  soldiers  nl  the  militia,  volunteers, 
rangers  and  sea-fencibles.    The  second  section  of  the  act  of 
16th  of  April,  1816,  providing  half  pay  for  five  years  to  the  chil- 
dren of  such  as  died  in  service  in  the  last  war  on  the  relinquish- 
ment of  bounty  lands,  directs  "the  payment  thereof  to  be  made 
when  and  where  other  miii(ariyj)e7isions  are  or  shall  be  paid." 
It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  the  argument  which  would  exclude 
from  the  agency  of  the  bank  all  pensioners  except  invalids,  and 
those  who  are  by  express  act  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as 
invalids,  would  have  excluded  pensioners  under  the  first  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  the  16lh  of  April,  1816,  and  of  the  act  to 
amend  that  act,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817.    But  the 
agency  of  the  bank  was  always  extended  to  them.    They  were 
indisputably  entitled  to  the  character  of  pension  laws,  the  pay- 
ments under  which,  by  the  admissions  of  the  attorney  general, 
must  be  made  through  the  agency  of  the  bank,  except  so  far  as 
congress  shall  have  authorised,  by  special  laws,  the  employ- 
ment of  other  agents.    The   committee  do  not  consider  the 
bank  as  deriving  its  agency  under  the  pension  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1818,  or  any  other  act,  from  the  mere  direction  that 
payment  shall  be  made  "in  the  same  manner  as  pensions  to  in- 
valids are  now  paid."    The  mode  of  payment  might  wdl  be, 
and,  indeed,  frequently  is,  prescribed  in  an  act  recognising  the 
existence  of  an   established   paymaster.     Had   there  been   no 
other  authority  from  congress  than  is  to  be  found  in  this  clause, 
to  constitute  the  agency  of  the  bank,  the  secretary,  so  far  from 
admitting,  as  he  did  on  Ihe  first  of  March,  1832,  that  the  depart- 
ment was  not  warranted  in  appointing  a  pension  agent  where 
the  bank  or  one  of  its  branches  was  established,  would  proba- 
bly have  informed  the  president  of  the   bank  that  diffi'^rent 
agents  could  pay  the  pensioners  "in  the  same  manner,"  and 
that  the  new  mode  of  paying  invalids  could  be  as  strictly  ob- 
served by  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  bank  at  Albany,  as  by 
the  branch  bank  of  the  United  States  there  established. 

The  committee  is  now  prepared  to  examine  the  principal  ar- 
gument advanced  by  the  attorney  general,  and  most  relied  upon 
by  him  to  justify  the  order  of  the  secretary.  He  maintains  that 
the  act  of  the  15lh  of  May,  1828,  "for  the  relief  of  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution,"  and  the  sup- 
plement thereto  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  are  not  pension  laws;, 
that  they  have  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  general  syt^tem 
of  pension  laws,  but  are  the  commencement  of  another,  and  an 
entirely  different  system.  He  asserts  that  these  are  laws  in 
which  the  "pay"  mentioned  is  to  be  understood  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  "pensions"  and  which  carefully  avoid  any  such 
expression  as  might  connect  them  with  the  system  of  pensions. 
The  committee-have  investigated  this  question,  and  they  find 
that  both  houses  of  congress,  the  president,  the  secretary  him- 
self, the  commissioner  of  pensions,  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  indeed  every  department  of  the  government,  having  oc- 
casion to  administer  or  to  refer  to  these  acts,  have,  from  their 
very  origin,  invariably  treated  them  as  pension  laws,  until  the 
present  controversy  arose;  while  the  committee  do  also  find  the 
character  of  pension  acts  indelibly  impressed  on  the  laws  them- 
selves by  the  hands  that  framed  them. 

By  reference  to  the  history  of  the  debates  at  the  lime  of  the 
passage  of  these  laws,  it  appears  that  each  of  them  was  advo- 
cated and  opposed  in  both  houses  of  congress  as  pension  laws. 
In  principle,  these  pensions  are  founded  on  the  same  revolu- 
tionary services  with  those  conferred  by  the  act  of  1818,  which 
is  admitted  to  be  a  pension  law.  The  acts  of  1828  and  1832 
both  contain  a  perpetual  appropriation,  but  it  seems  that  spe- 
cial appropriations  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  art  of  1828, 
were  annually  made  and  continued  until  the  year  1833,  and  that 
each  of  these  appropriations  is  for  "revolutionary  pensions." 
By  the  act  of  the  12th  of  February,  1828,  there  was  appropriat- 
ed "for  the  revolutionary  pensioners  of  the  United  States," 
(meaning  those  embraced  by  the  act  of  1818)  $564,236.  The 
pension  act  of  1828  having  pas>ed  on  the  15th  of  May,  a  new 
appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses  iiuurred  by  it  was  made  on 
the  24lh  of  May,  for  the  pensions  to  the  revolutionary  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States.  $"200,000."  The  appropriation  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1833,  recognises  the  claimants,  under  both  the 
acts  of  1828  and  1832,  as  pensioners,  in  the  following  words: 
"For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  several  acts  prior 
to  that  of  7th  June,  1832,  $624,685."  The  same  appropriation 
act  of  1833,  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  was  pa&sed  at  the  se- 
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cond  session  of  the  22  J  congress,  and  by  the  framers  of  the  act 
of  1832,  whose  cotemporaneous  exposition  of  that  law  ought  to 
have  some  weight  in  deciding  on  its  character,  contains  another 
appropriation  in  the  following  words:  "For  additional  tempora- 
ry clerk  hire  during  the  years  1832  and  1833,  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  act  of  7th  June,  1632,  <:rantinz  revolutionary  iien- 
sio»i9,  $24,039." 

At  the  same  session,  and  on  the  same  day,  a  joint  resolution 
was  passed  by  both  houses  in  relation  to  the  act  of  the  7th 
June,  1832,  which  ordains  that,  "in  the  execution  of  that  act, 
whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  any  applicant  for  a 
pension  under  said  act  entered  the  army  of  the  revolution  in 
pursuance  of  a  contract  with  the  government  made  previous  to 
the  11th  of  April,  1783,  and  continued  in  service  untilafter  that 
period,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  compute 
the  period  of  any  such  applicant's  service  from  the  time  he 
thus  entered  the  army,  and  until  the  date  of  the  definitive  trea- 
ty of  peace,  and  to  allow  him  a  pension  accordingly.''  If  it  be 
insisted  that  the  very  congress  which  made  the  law  misunder- 
stood its  character,  let  us  next  inquire  how  the  president  him- 
self has  always  understood  it  until  his  recent  message.  The 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  provides  "that  a  commissioner  of 
pensions  shall  be  appointed  by  tlie  president  and  senate.  He 
shall  execute,  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  such 
duties  in  relation  to  the  various  pension  laws  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States.""  It  appears  by  the 
statement  of  the  attorney  general  that,  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  1832,  the  president  assigned  the  execu- 
tion of  it  to  the  commissioner  o(  pensions,  to  whom  the  same 
duty  has  been  ever  since  prescribed  by  the  president.  The  pre- 
sident must,  therefore,  have  always  regarded  this  act  as  a  pen- 
sion law.  If  it  be  not  of  this  character  the  order  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  2d  of  January,  1834,  is  illegal,  as  the  president 
was  only  authorised  by  it  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  com- 
missioner "in  relation  to  pension  laws." 

The  president  signed  and  approved  both  the  act  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  before  referred  to,  in  which 
this  act  of  June  7,  1832,  is  over  and  over  again  characterized  as 
a  pension  law  in  express  terms.  We  know  that  his  message 
now  expresses  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  attf)r- 
ney  general,  but  may  he  not  be  understood  as  referring  rather 
to  that  officer's  general  conclusions  than  to  all  his  particular 
arguments?  We  incline  to  that  interpretation  of  the  message 
in  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  more  especially  because 
we  find  that  nearly  all  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  as  well  as 
the  commissioner  of  pension^,  have  always  styled  and  treated 
this  act  of  the  7th  June,  18.32,  as  a  pension  law.  To  begin  with 
the  secretary  of  war,  under  whose  direction  the  commissioner 
of  pensions  has  always  acted  in  execution  of  the  duties  in  rela- 
tion to  this  law  prescribed  by  the  president.  In  the  close  of  his 
annual  report  of  the  29th  November,  1833,  accompanying  the 
president's  message,  and  which  we  presume  must  have  met 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  ha  states,  "there  have  been 
ipresented  for  allowance  under  the  pension  act  of  June  7, 1832, 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  claims.  The  whole  of  these  have 
been  examined,  and  either  admitted,  rejected  or  returned  to  the 
parties  for  supplementary  action."  *  *  *  "It  is  creditable 
to  the  industry  and  efiiciency  of  the  pension  office  that  such  a 
mass  of  business  should  have  been  performed  within  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  above  law." 

The  secretary,  in  a  letter  to  the  commissioner,  dated  Nov. 
2d,  1832,  observes,  "on  consultation  with  the  attorney  general, 
1  have  decided,  that  the  probate  courts  of  Vermont  are  courts 
of  record,  within  the  meaning  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  department  for  carryi7ig  into  eflect  the  act  ol' June  7th,  1832, 
grnntina  revolutionary  pensions."  In  another  letter  to  the  same 
officer,  dated  February  21st,  18.'i3,  the  claim  under  this  act  is  again 
characterized  as  a  pension.  The  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  his  report  on  the  finances  of  the  17th  of  IJecember  last, 
page  5th,  described  these  claims  as  "revolutionary  pensions  un- 
der the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832."  In  his  account  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  1833,  they  are  included,  with  all  others  of  the 
same  character,  under  the  designation  of  "pensions."  The  pre- 
sent secretary  of  state,  when  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  expenditures  for  1832,  d.^^cribiis  rliem  as  "revolu- 
tionary pensions  per  act  ofseventh  of  June,  1832."  The  com- 
missioner of  pensions,  in  his  report  of  the  27th  of  November 
last,  gives  us  a  "statement  showing  tlie  nunili(;r  of  persons  that 
have  been  placed  on  Wm^  pennon  roll  of  the  difierent  slates  and 
territori(!s  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832;"  also,  "a  statement 
showing  the  number  of  persons  who  have  died  since  making 
application  for  pension  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1830;"  also, 
a  "statement  showing  the  number  of  persons  who  have  applied 
for  pensions  under  the  act  of  June  7tli,  1832;"  also,  "a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  who  have  rcdinquished  their  pen- 
sions under  the  act  of  March  18th,  1818,  and  have  been  placed 
on  the  rolls  under  the  act  of  June  7tl),  18.32;"  and  he  concluihis 
by  informing  us,  Ihat  therf!  have  been  sent  to  the  i)ension 
agents  during  the  year  past,  "to  pay  pcnnoners  nude^r  the  act  of 
June  7th,  1832,  c$5'l7, 170  .'■)7."  In  all  the  letters  of  the  com- 
nn'ssioner  to  the  new  pension  agents,  the  law  receives  the  same 
construction;  and  in  the  very  order  of  the  2(1  of  January  last 
which  is  the  subject  of  examination,  he  assigns  the  r(!asf)n  that 
the  selection  of  the  local  banks  as  the  future  places  of  dcipo- 
pile,  render  it  n«!cessary  that  those  bank'*  should  "disehargi' 
the  duties  of  ai^c.nt  for  payifiii  pensions,  under  tlie  act  of  June 
7lh,  1832."  lie  therefore  directs  (he  bank  of  the  United  Slates 
to  "caasi;  paying  said  pensioners." 


It  is  relied  upon  by  the  executive,  that  the  act  of  1828,  like 
that  of  1832,  uses  the  word  "pay,"  instead  of  "pension."  So 
do&s  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  24th,  1816,  the  claim- 
ants under  which  are  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  pension 
agency,  and  have  been  always  designated  by  the  name  of  pen- 
sioners. In  the  opinion  of  the  con)mittee,  the  use  of  the  word 
"'pension",  in  a  law  is  not  essential  to  entitle  it  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  pension  law.  Whether  it  be  or  be  not  eYitiiled  to  that 
character,  must  depend  on  the  general  intent  of  the  legislature,- 
as  collected  from  all  its  provisions.  This  like  other  pension 
laws,  provides  that  no  person  receiving  any  annuity  or  pension 
under  a  former  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  its  benefits,  "unless  he 
sh;ill  first  relinquish  his  further  claim  to  such  pension."  The 
construction  L'iven  ;o  this  by  the  department,  may  he  discover- 
ed in  tlve  declaration  prescribed  by  it  in  order  to  obtain  the  be- 
nefit of  the  act,  in  which  declaration  the  applicant  is  required 
to  say,  "he  hereby  relinquishes  every  claim  whatever  to  a  pen- 
sion, except  the  present."  Like  the  other  pension  laws,  it  pro- 
vides that  "the  pay  allowed  by  it  shall  not  be  in  any  way  trans- 
ferrable,  or  liable  to  attachment,  levy  or  seizure,  by  any  legal 
process  whatev.ir,  but  shall  enure  wholly  to  the  personal  bene- 
fit of  the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  or  soldier, 
entitled  to  the  same." 

If  this  were  regarded  by  congress  as  a  law  for  the  payment  of 
an  actual  debt  by  instalments,  and  not  a  pension  act,  why  was 
the  debt  secured  against  creditors?  Why  should  the  pay  enure 
wiiolly  TO  the  personal  benefit  of  the  claitnant,  free  and  dis- 
charged from  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  law  on  other  men  to 
whom  the  piiblic  money  is  paid  for  a  public  debt?  Was  it  ever 
heard  before — can  an  instance  be  adduced  from  the  annals  of 
congress,  in  which  such  a  provision  has  been  introduced  to  se- 
cure any  mere  creditor  of  the  goverrmient  against  the  just 
claims  of  his  own  creditors?  The  fact  is,  that,  by  our  laws,  no 
pension  is  conferred  except  for  services  rendered.  Congresa 
does  not  grant  pensions  to  court  favorites,  nor  mere  gratuities 
under  any  pretext.  Wc  understand  the  term  "pension, '^as  it 
is  commonly  defined,  "an  allowance  for  services  rendered,  to 
be  paid  at  stated  intervals."  We  are  compelled  to  reject  any 
construction  of  the  law  which  pFaces  the  services  of  the  six 
months'  militia  man,  or  of  the  Indian  spy,  under  the  act  of  1832, 
above  that  of  the  regular  soldier  who  served  till  the  end  of  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  enlitled  to  be  paid  under  the  act 
of  1818.  Both  are,  in  a  peculiar  sense,  the  creditois  of  the  na- 
tion. Both  are  meritorious.  But  the  character  of  a  debt  can 
surely  not  be  conferred  upon  the  claims  of  the  former  witis 
more  propriety  than  upon  those  of  the  latter. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
appears  to  be  at  variance,  on  this  subject,  with  that  of  his  im- 
mediate predecessor,  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  the  present  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Taney,  in  his  reply  of  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1832,  to  a  question  proposed  by  the  present  secretary  of 
war,  touching  the  execution  of  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832,  says: 
"It  is  not  obligatory  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  issue  a  neio  pen- 
sion certificate  when  the  party  has  pledged  it  for  a  debt,  and  the 
creditor  refuses  to  deliver  it  without  payment.  The  law  does 
not  require  the  certificate,  in  such  a  case,  to  be  renewed,  &c. 
But  as  the  law  intended  to  prevent  the  pensioner  from  selling 
or  mortgaging  his  pen&io77,,  it  would  defeat  its  obvious  policy  if 
the  creditor,  by  withholding  his  certificate,  could  deprive  the 
party  of  his  pension,  and  thereby  compel  him  to  appropriate  a 
part  of  it  to  the  payment  of  his  debt.  The  act  of  the  creditor, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  7>ensionsr; 
and,  if  satisfactory  proof  is  offered  that  the  certificate  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  creditor  or  any  other  person,  and  that  it  has  been 
demanded  by  the  pensioner,  and  the  delivery  refused;  and  if 
sufficient  evidence  is  also  adduced  of  the  identity  of  the  appli- 
cant for  tha  pension,  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  payment."  In  the 
same  letter,  he  also  says:  "the  act  of  June  7th,  1832,  grantins 
pensions  for  revolutionary  services,  is  not  confined  to  residerit 
American  citizens.     The  first  section  gives  the  pension,  &c. 

In  an  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Taney  to  the  secretary,  dated 
May  I8th,  1833,  he  observes  that,  "by  a  liberal  construction  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1832,  every  officer  who  was  en- 
titled to  a  pension  under  the  act  of  May  15th.  182S,  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  npensio7i  under  the  act  of  18;^2.  And  if  such  a 
construction  were  adopted,  an  officer  who  had  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war  as  ensign,  &c.  would  be  excluded  from  a  pension 
under  the  last  mentioned  law.  But,  looking  at  the  whole  act, 
it  appears  that  those  who  were  on  the  pension  list  of  1828  were 
not  excluded,  &c.  The  third  section  of  the  law  shfnvs  that  it 
was  not  designed  to  exclude  any  of  those  who  had  pensions 
under  other  acls  of  congress,  where  the  pensions  of  the  act  of 
1832  were  more  favorable  to  their  interests.  *  *  *  *  V 
If  the  commissary,  therefore,  held  no  rank  in  the  line,  he  would 
be  entitled  to  his  pension,  because  he  was  not  provided  for  by 
the  act  of  1828.  *****  And  as,  in  the  case  you  state, 
the  applicant  was  not  entitled  to  a  pension  as  com.missary  un- 
der the  law  of  1828,' he  is  not  excluded  from  a  j)cnsion  on  ac- 
count of  services  in  that  character  under  the  act  of  1832,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  pension  as  commissary  upon  relinquishing  his 
claim  as  ensign." 

Among  the  documents  referred  to  ns,  are  the  copies  of  two 
bonds,  which  appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the  agents  at 
Cincinnati  and  Portland,  (Me.)  the  one  dated  the  loth,  and  the 
other  the  2<;th  of  January  last;  each  of  which  is  expressly  con- 
ditioned for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  aaent  for  paying 
pensions  under  the  act  of  congress  of  June  7th.  1832.  ^Ve  know 
not  that  any  otiiers  have  been  received  by  the  department;  but 


NILES'  REGISTER— MAKCH   {,  1854— DEPOSITES  FOR  PENSIONS. 


15 


in  reference  to  these,  independeiilly  of  the  fact  that  no  law  ex- 
ists authorising  the  commissioner  to  take  such  securities,  if  the 
attorney  general's  construction  of  the  hivv  be  correct,  the  utili- 
ty or  value  of  the  instruments  may  be  qiiestioncfl.  We  forbear, 
however,  to  express  any  opinion  on  that  subject,  or  to  sw»^ll 
this  report  with  further  extracts  lo  prove  thf^  excouiive  coii- 
siruclK  n  of  the  law.  Suliioi;  it  lo  say,  thai,  aUhouiih  tiie  attor- 
ney j^enaral  so  strongly  maintains  that  the  acts  of  18'28  and  18.'32 
are  to  be  distinguished  from  all  pension  acts,  and  that  they  are 
not  entitled  to  the  name  of  pension  laws,  we  find  that  no  other 
oflicer  of  this  government  who  has  had  occasion  to  consider  the 
subject,  has  ever  adopted  his  construction.  He  may,  we  think, 
support  a  claim,  as  the  discoverer  of  this  distinction,  without  a 
competitor. 

It  remains  for  the  committee  to  examine  another  argument 
advanced  in  defence  of  the  secretary's  order,  founded  on  tlie 
provision  in  the  acts  of  the  15lh  of  May,  IS'28,  and  the  7th  o( 
June,  1832,  relative  to  the  manner  of  paying  the  |)cnsini\g  they 
allow.  The  clause  referred  to  in  the  hrst  act  is  in  these  words 
— "that  the  pay  allwwed  by  this  act  shall,  wider  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be  paid  to  the  officers  or  soldiers  en- 
titled thereto,  or  to  their  authorised  attorney,  ut  siich  places  and 
days  as  the  said  secretary  may  direct.'^  The  act  of  1832  contains 
a  sinjilar  provision;  and  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  28th 
of  June,  1832,  transfers  to  the  secretary  of  war  all  the  duties 
which  devolved  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  virtue  of 
that  act.  The  money  appropriated  by  the  act  was,  in  pursuance 
of  this  provision,  drawn  from  the  treasury  by  warrant,  and  U7}- 
der  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  deposited  in  the  bank 
as  the  established  pension  agent  of  this  government.  It  is  now 
contended  that  the  secretary  may  of  right,  without  the  aid  of 
congress,  change  the  pension  agency,  so  far  as  regards  the  pen- 
sions under  this  last  act,  from  the  bank  which  has  exercised  that 
agency  since  the  law  was  passed,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he 
may  appoint  fifteen  oth«r  banks  or  private  individuals  to  do  the 
same  oliices  which  that  bank  has  hitherto  performed.  The  case 
presented  is,  that,  of  two  agents,  each  appointed  by  congress, 
the  one  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  other.  But  the  agent 
appointed  to  direct,  claims  the  power  to  annihilate  the  other, 
and  to  substitute  in  lieu  of  it  fifteen  new  agents  to  do  the  same 
duties.  The  committee  propose  to  inquire  from  what  part  of 
the  clause  in  question  such  a  power  is  to  be  derived. 

[s  it  from  the  words,  "the  pay  allowed  shall,  under  the  direc- 
iion  of  the  secretary,  be  paid  to  the  person  entitled  thereto.?" 

Oris  it  to  be  found  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  sentence, 
which  orders  the  payment  to  be  made  "at  such  days  and  places 
as  the  secretary  may  direct." 

It  is  admitted  by  both  parties,  as  we  have  already  stated,  tiiat 
the  agency  of  the  bank  under  the  laws  up  to  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  inclusive,  can  be  changed  only  by  act  of  congress.    The 
act  of  that  date  commands  the  bank  to  observe  and  conform  to 
the  directions  which  have  been,  or  may  thereafier  be,  presdPh- 
e-d  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasuiy,  witii  the  approbation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  touching  the  execution  of  its  du- 
ties as  commissioner  of  loans.    The  clause  in  question,  in  the 
act  of  June  7th,  1832,  is  of  similar  import,  though  it  subjects  the 
agent  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  to  the  direction  of  a  differ- 
ent executive  officer.     We  have  not  heard  that  it  was  ever  in- 
tended that  these  words  in  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
gave  the  executive  such  a  power  as  is  claimed  for  a  similar 
provision  in  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832.    The  commissioners  of 
loans  were  bound  to  pay,  under  tlie  directions  of  the  secretary, 
before  the  bank  charter;  yet  the  power  to  abolish  their  agency 
was  never  claimed  by  any  executive,  nor  the  power  to  substi- 
tute a  pension  agent  to  act  in  conjunction  with  them.     The  se- 
cretary, by  the  act  of  April  24,  1816,  was  authorised  only  to  ap- 
point pension  agents  in  those  states  and  territories  "where  there 
is  no  commissioner  of  loans."     When  this  act,  and  the  other 
nets  before  referred  to,  authorising  him  to  appoint  pension  agents 
in  Pittsburgh  and  Tennessee,  were  passed,  was  it  imagined  that 
any  executive  department  had  the  power  now  claimed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  injunction  to  be  found  in  our  laws  on  all  pension 
agents;  compelling  them,  in  the  execulion  of  their  duties,  to  act 
under  the  direction  of  an  executive  officer.''    If  these  words  give 
such  a  power  we  see  not  why  the  agency  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  who  is,  as  we  have  seen,  bound  to  execute  hip  du- 
ty under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  might  not  be 
abolished  by  the  secretary,  and  fifteen  other  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  to  execute  the  same  duties.     Scarce  two  years 
have  elapsed  since  a  bill  passed  the  other  house  to  autliorise 
the  secretary  to  appoint  a  pension  agent  in  Alabama.    This  bill, 
we  know,  was  defeated  in  the  senate  because  it  was  thought  to 
be  altogether  inexpedient  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the 
bank.    The  same  bill  is  now  before  congress  again.     Until  the 
order  of  the  secretary  of  war  was  issued,  its  friends  as  well  as 
its  enemies  thought  the  power  to  chansre  or  abolish  an  agency 
was  not  involved  in  the  power  to  direct  the  agent,  or  to  check 
him  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties,  but  resided  only  in  congress. 
If  we  are  mistaken  in  this — i'f  indeed  the  power  to  destroy  is  in- 
cident to  the  power  to  direct — we  do  not  perceive  why  so  much 
of  this  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  as  abolishes  the  offices  of 
commissioners  of  loans  was  not  rejected  asjiscless  by  the  con- 
gress and  president  who  chartered  the  bank;  nor  why  the  high 
executive  power  now  contended  for  was  not  exercised  in  that 
day  by  the  same  summary  mode  of  changing  rhc  pension  agency. 
The  concluding  part  of  the  clause  in  question,  which  orders 
the  payment  of  these  pensions  to  be  made  at  "si/c/i  days  and 


ratcly,  or  in  connexion  with  the  preceding  part  of  the  section, 
cannot,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commiitee,  be  held  as  furnishing 
any  authority  whatever  to  alioli.-h  the  agency  of  the  bank,  and 
substitute  oilier  agents  in  lieu  of  it.  The  power  conferred  by 
these  words  is  stiiclly  supervisory,  and  ilial,  too,  of  a  qualified 
eharacU.r.  The  supi-rintending  agent  derives  aulhorily  from 
liiese  words,  not  a|)point  the  person  to  pay,  but  merely  lo  di- 
rect the  time  and  place  of  payment.  With  an  existing  pension 
agent  established  by  congress,  and  recognised  as  such  by  the 
government  for  more  than  foily  years,  the  seerelaiy  herein  is 
sMuply  authorised  to  (ix  t!ie  time  and  place  at  which  it  shall 
act.  Iti  the  case  of  a  law  ordering  money  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected under  the  direction  of  a  court,  at  such  times  and  places 
as  the  court  shall  direct,  no  one  could  infer  the  existence  of  a 
power  in  the  court  to  remove  the  marshal,  or  lo  substitute  ano- 
tlier  iit;rson  unknown  to  the  laws  to  execute  his  duties.  The 
ofiicer  o(  the  ministerial  agent  in  that  ease  being  created  by  act 
of  congress,  no  other  office  could  be  created  to  supercede  it,  ex- 
cept by  the  same  power.  When  congress  directs  money  to  be 
paid  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  out  of  any  m<mey  in  tlte 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat(;d,  the  treasurer  himself, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  act  of  a[)proprialion,  must  dis- 
burse the  money  on  a  propcjr  warrant;  because,  as  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  he  is  the  i)aying  agent  of  the  government, 
created  by  act  of  couiiress,  though  bound  to  pay  under  ihe  di- 
rection of  a  superintending  officer;  and  in  this  instance,  the 
power  to  ap|)oini  twenty  new  treasurers  might  with  as  much 
propriety  be  clain)ed  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  the 
power  to  make  new  pension  agents  is  now  claimed  for  the  se- 
cretary of  war. 

The  distinction  between  places  and  persons  is  essential  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  subject.  'J'he  right  to  direct  the 
places  where  a  pension  shall  be  paid,  is,  as  we  apprehended, 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  existence  of  an  established  agency 
to  perform  that  duty  at  that  place  when  directed;  and  we  hold 
that  the  mere  authority  to  give  or  countermand  an  order  to  pay, 
can  conler  no  power  to  destroy  the  paymaster,  or  to  make  a 
new  one.  U  the  paying  agent  is,  as  the  adverse  argument  pre- 
supposes, a  mere  deputy  of  the  secrv-^tary,  removable  at  execu- 
tive pleasure,  then  the  millions  which  are  directed  to  be  dis- 
bursed to  pay  pensions  are  liable  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  individuals  without  any  security;  and  we  have  already  seen 
how  the  work  under  this  new  construclion  of  the  law  is  pro- 
gressing. We  do  not  believe  that  congress  has  so  far  neglect- 
ed its  duty  lo  the  country.  We  tliink  lliat  the  clause  reserv- 
ing to  the  secretary  the  right  to  direct  the  limes  and  places  of 
payments  is  the  same  in  substance  with  that  to  be  found  in 
the  act  establishing  commissioners  of  loans,  and  the  act  trans- 
ferring their  duties  to  the  bank;  in  both  of  which  it  is  provided 
that  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  shall  direct — not  the  a^ent 
to  execute,  but  merely  "touching  the  execution  of  his  duties." 

The  attorney  general  finds  in  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  re- 
ference to  the  order  of  the  secretary  to  surrender  the  pension 
fund,  a  breach  of  trust,  and  a  violation  of  duty  to  the  govern- 
ment.    We  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  had  it  surrendered  that 
fund  on  such  an  order,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  it  could 
not  have  escaped  the  imputation  of  having  soiight  a  recharter 
by  a  dereliction  of  its  trust,  and  the  exhibition  of  a  spirit  ofsu!- 
serviency  to  the  executive  will.     The  president,  while  he  con- 
curs in  the  views  of  the  attorney  general,  denounces  the  bank 
as  a;)  "irresponsible  money  corjioration."    In  what  sense  is  it 
irresponsible.?     Its  charter  provides  "that  whenever  a  commit- 
tee of  either  house  of  congress  shall  find  and  report,  or  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  shall  have  reason  to  hclieve  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  then  be  lawful  for  congress  to 
direct,  or  the  'president  to  order,  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out, 
calling  on  the  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter 
shall  not  bedeclnred  forfeited."    The  responsibility  of  the  bank 
to  the  president  himself,  as  well  as  to  congress,  in  case  any  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  has  been  violated,  appears  to  us  to  be  quite 
as  satisfactory  as  that  of  any  officer  of  this  government.    The 
17lh  section  of  the  charter  also  provides  that  the  corporation 
shall  not,  at  any  time,  i-cfuse  payn)ent  of  any  money  received 
upon  deposite,  and  that,  if  it  do  nealect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
mand, any  money  received  upon  deposite,  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  receive  the  same,  ^\ich  persr)n   shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  interest  on   the  money  until  the  same  shall  be  fully 
paid,  at  rlie  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  from  the  time  of  the  de- 
mand.    If  the  president  thinks  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  this 
provision  has  been  violated,  the  remedy  is  in  his  own  hands, 
and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  a.-nple.     If  it  were  not  sufficient,  con- 
gress, on  iliat  fact  being  shown,  has  the  power  reserved  by  the 
charter  to  supply  any  deficiency  by  farther  legislation.     VVe  do 
not  understand  that  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  respond  to  any 
pecuniary  demand  upon  it  by  the  government  for  public  dues  is 
questioned;  and  as  an  engine  of  power,  with  all  the  guards  [)lac- 
ed  around  it  by  the  charter,  we  think  it  is  far  less  to  be  dreaded 
than  twenty  state  banks,  affiliated  by  their  allegiance  to  a  com- 
mon master,  and  strengthened  not  only  by  the  funds  of  the  pen- 
sioners, but  by  all  the  money  in  the  treasury. 

We  are  also  told  that  the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  deliver  over 
the  bof)ks  and  papers  belonging  to  this  agency  is  a  still  more 
palpable  breach  of  the  duty  which  results  Oom  what  the  attor- 
ney general  terms  the  subordination  of  the  agent  to  his  princi- 
pal. If  the  secretary,  instead  of  congress  or  the  government, 
were  the  principal,  and  the  bank  merely  the  secretary's  deputy, 
the  right  of  the  former  to  the  custody  of  these  books  and  papers 


/jiaces  as  the  secretary  may  direct,"  whether  considered  sepa- I  before  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts,  might  well  be  quees- 


16 


NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH   1,  1834— DEPOSJTES  FOR  PENSIONS. 


tioned  by  Ihe  latter.  But  when  we  repudiate  the  whole  doc- 
trine which  subjects  the  pension  fund  to  be  disposed  of  at  the 
will  of  the  executive,  and  acknowledge  congress  as  the  power 
which  created  the  agency,  this  executive  pretension  become 
absolutely  preposterous.  We  have  shown  that  the  act  transfer- 
ring the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  abolishing  their  officer,  directs  them  and 
the  agents  for  military  pensions,  where  there  is  no  such  com- 
missioner, to  deliver  to  the  bank  "the  register,  and  all  tiie  re- 
cords and  papers  of  their  respective  officer,"  and  that,  "upon 
the  delivery  of  the  records  and  papers,  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners' shall  be  abolished."  The  books  and  papers  of  the  pen- 
sion agents  of  that  day  were,  therefore,  deposited  in  the  bank 
by  virtue  of  a  positive  statute,  and  neither  the  congress  that 
passed  the  bank  charter,  nor  the  president  who  approved  it, 
seems  to  have  supposed  that  it  could  obtain  them  in  any  other 
way.  What  was  considered  in  1817  as  no  fit  subject  for  mere 
executive  regulation,  does  not  now  appear  otherwise  to  the 
committee  than  it  did  to  the  framers  of  the  charter.  Without 
legislative  interposition,  the  books  and  papers  necessary  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  pension  agent  should  remain 
in  the  bank;  and  neither  executive  denunciation,  nor  any  mere 
desire  of  the  corporation  to  get  rid  of  a  troublesome  and  expen- 
sive duty  should  induce  it  to  desert  the  important  trust  which 
has  been  confided  to  it  by  the  legislature  of  the  country. 

We  understand  the  attorney  general  as  claiming  for  the  de- 
partment of  war  the  custody  of  these  books  and  papers  during 
the  interval  between  the  semi-annual  payments,  even  though  it 
should  be  obliged  to  return  them  again  to  the  bank  when  the 
day  of  payment  shall  arrive.  The  order  of  the  secretary  was 
for  a  permanent  and  absolute  transfer  of  the  books  and  papers; 
and,  in  justice  to  the  directors  of  the  bank,  the  committee  feel 
bound  to  say  that  the  attempt  of  the  attorney  general  to  put 
them  in  the  wrong,  by  placing  the  order  of  the  secretary,  which 
they  have  refused  to  obey,  on  the  basis  of  a  mere  request  for 
the  temporary  use  of  the  papers  until  the  day  of  semi-annual 
payments  should  return,  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  and  is 
80  far  an  abandonment  of  the  real  ground  of  the  controversy. 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
without  farther  commentary  on  his  concluding  observations. 
He  contends  not  only  that  the  books  and  papers,  but  the  funds 
also  in  the  pension  agency,  may  be  removed  for  temporary  pur- 
poses. "They  (the  books  and  papers)  are,"  says  he.  "exclu- 
sively the  property  of  the  government."  Hence  he  contends 
that  "the  government"  is  entitled  to  them  during  the  interval 
between  the  semi-annual  payments!  "The  same  remark,"  he 
adds,  "may  also  be  applied  to  the  moneys  of  tiie  agency,  which 
the  government  is  not  bound  to  leave  on  deposite  in  the  bank, 
even  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  law  has  imposed  on  it  the  duty 
of  employing  the  bank  to  pay  them  out.  The  conduct  of  the 
bank,  regarding  it  in  tliis  llglit,  and  independently  of  every  oilier 
objection,  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  indefensible." 

The  president,  in  the  message,  says,  "I  add  my  entire  con- 
currence in  the  views  he  (the  attorney  general,  in  this  opinion) 
has  taken." 

What  is  meant  by  "the  government.''"  If  this  expression 
here  has  any  meaning,  it  is  confined  to  the  executive  depart- 
ment alone.  No  other  branch  of  the  government  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  change  of  the  pension  agency;  and  in  a  spirit  of 
candor  towards  the  officer  who  made  this  report  at  the  request 
of  the  president,  we  have  combatted  his  argument  as  we  fell 
bound  to  consider  he  intended  it  should  be  understood.  We 
have,  therefore,  answered  his  reasoning  in  relation  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  agency  as  if  he  had  said  that  the  executive  or 
the  department  of  war  was  entitled  to  their  custody.  But  this 
is  not  the  "government."  Ours  is  a  government  of  laws.  To 
say  that  the  president  and  congress  can,  only  by  law,  reclaim 
the  agency;  that  none  but  the  government,  in  the  proper  .'signi- 
fication of  the  word,  is  entitled  to  the  books  and  papers,  as  well 
as  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  it  has  created,  when  it 
may  demand  them  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  is  to  say  just 
what  we  have  contended  for,  and  to  admit  what  we  understand 
the  attorney  general  to  deny.  If  the  attorney  general  supposes 
that  the  president  is  the  government,  or  that  any  executive  de- 
partment is  the  government  of  this  country,  it  is  lime  that  his 
reading  of  the  constitution  should  be  examined,  especially  by 
congress. 

The  power  to  remove  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  has 
never  been  confided  to  the  secretary  of  war.  The  bank  charter 
enacts  that  the  deposites  shall  remain  in  the  bank,  unless  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  otherwise  direct.  The  duties  of 
the  latter,  under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  which  devolv- 
ed on  the  former  officer  by  virtue  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
28lh  of  June,  18.32,  do  not  embrace  the  superintendence  of  the 
system  of  finance,  but  the  direction  of  the  times  and  places  of 
paying  one  class  of  pensioners.  When  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  direct  the  surrender  of  these  funds,  after  his  war- 
rant for  them  has  beerj  once  issued  with  all  the  forms  of  law; 
after  they  have  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  on  that  warrant 
into  the  bank,  and  there  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  pension  fund, 
it  will  be  time  to  "consider  whether  his  direction  ought  to  be 
ob(!yed,  and  whenever  it  shall  he  decided  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  that  the  pension  fund  is  still  in  the  treasury,  and 
he  shall  attemul,  to  make  pension  agencies  for  congress,  that 
body  will  donlitliis-.'!  0ve  the  proper  attention  to  the  subject, 
{{ui  if  the  powtr  i^s  nMW  claimed  to  be  in  the  secretary  of  war 
<in  virtue  of  his  right  to  direct  the  pension  agent)  to  put  the 
pension  fund  in  ^lijs  pocJifst  when  he  pleases,  or,  during  the  in- 


tervals between  the  semi-annual  payments  of  pensioners,  we 
find  in  the  laws  no  warrant  for  such  a  pretension.  The  duties 
of  the  secretary  were  to  be  auxiliary  to  those  of  the  bank  in  the 
duty  of  paying  pensions.  Their  co-ordinate  powers  are  misun- 
derstood when  the  former  attempts  to  remove  the  latter,  as  his 
subordinate,  at  pleasure,  or  to  assume  the  execution  of  those 
duties  which  congress  has  confided  to  the  latter  alone. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  matter  which  has  been  referred  to  the 
committee,  the  bank  has  acted  only  on  the  defensive,  and  has 
done  no  more  than  is  required  of  every  trustee.     It  has  assum- 
e,d  no  attitude  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  offensive  to  any 
department  of  the  government,  but  it  has  been  faithful  to  its 
trust.     In  this  country  every  man  must  exercise  his  own  judg- 
ment in  matters  touching  his  rights  and  duties.    This  is  inci- 
dent to  his  right  of  self-defence.     Had  the  president  demanded 
of  the  bank  their  banking  house  in  Washington  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  treasury  department,  after  the  late  conflagration  of 
the  tKeasury  buildings,  might  not  the  bank  have  decided  against 
the  application  without  being  censured  for  "sitting  in  judgment 
upon  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  the  constituted  authorities.'" 
May  not  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  upon  the  construction 
of  any  law  differ  from  that  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.?    The  citizens  who  subscribed  for  stock  in  this  bank 
have  not  thereby  lost  the  right  to  sit  in  judgment,  in  this  sense, 
on  the  acts  and  conduct  of  any  man  orsetof  men  in  this  nation, 
who,  in  their  honest  judgment,  may  invade  their  privileges,  or 
seek  to  deprive  them  of  an  opportunity  of  discharging  their  du- 
ties.   The  case  of  a  corporation  is  like  that  of  every  individual 
in  this  respect.    The  president  has  no  right  to  take  private  pro- 
perty for  public  use  from  any  man  without  his  consent,  or  the 
consent  of  his  representatives,  and  compensation  to  him.   Now, 
if  the  president  demands  the  land  of  a  citizen  for  a  light  house, 
or  any  other  public  work,  may  not  the  owner  consider  and  de- 
cide for  himself  the  question  of  title,  without  being  reproached 
for  a  "usurpation  of  the  judicial  power.-""    Must  he  who  says  to 
an  executive  officer,  "I  contend  for  my  property,  and  have  de- 
cided that,  before  I  surrender  to  you  what  I  believe  to  be  mine, 
I  will  defend  myself  in  the  courts  of  law,"  be  therefore  denounc- 
ed as  usurping  judicial  power.'    The  bank  has  done  no  more  to 
occasion  such  a  denunciation.    It  has  respectfully  considered, 
and  fully  replied  to  the  executive  mandate.    Its  answer  is,  thai 
it  considers  itself  bound  by  the  laws  of  congress  not  to  surren- 
der the  pension  agency  without  the  consent  of  cor>gress.    It 
professes  its  perfect  willingness  to  yield  the  trust  if  congress 
will  release  it.     Without  that  release,  it  must,  in  self-defence, 
abide  a  suit  in  the  court,  if  the  executive  choose  to  go  to  law. 
It  has  not  relied  alone  on  its  own  judgment.    In  doubt  of  its 
own  opinion,  it  has  left  the  question  to  eminent  counsel,  and, 
in  perfect  frankness,  it  has  communicated  to  the  executive  offi- 
cer their  views  and  arguments.    This  is  what  the  president 
terms  "usurping  judicial  power,"  and  prescribing  to  the  execu- 
til*  department  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  execute  the  trusi 
confided  to  it  by  law.    This  is  called  "checking  and  controlling 
the  acts  of  tlie  public  servants  by  an  irresponsible  money-cor- 
poration;" and  we  are  gravely  told  that,  if  this  be  tolerated, 
"the  whole  frame  of  our  government  is  changed,  and  we  have 
establislred  a  power  in  the  bank  above  what  we  derive  from  the 
people."  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  executive  in  this 
case  assumes  to  itself  the  judicial  power,  for  the  very  reason 
that  it  denies  to  the  bank  the  right  to  inquire  into  its  duties.    It 
sets  up  a  claim  which  it  will  not  suffer  the  bank  to  deny  or 
doubt.    It  demands  an  immediate  surrender  on  its  own  judg- 
ment, and  necessarily  refuses  to  the  agent  of  the  government 
the  right  to  invoke  ihe  decision  of  the  court  for  its  protection. 
Such  pretensions  are  new  in  the  history  of  executive  power  in 
this  nation.    They  are  unsuiled  to  the  genius  of  the  government 
under  which  we  live;  and  wherever  they  shall  so  prevail,  that 
an  American  citizen  shall  not  dare  to  dispute  with  an  executive 
officer  upon  any  question  touching  his  right  to  either  property, 
character  or  liberty,  then  indeed,  in  the  language  of  the  presi- 
dent, "the  whole  frame  of  our  government  will  be  changed,^* 
and,  no  matter  what  may  be  its  name,  it  will  be  a  hateful  des- 
potism. 

The  president  complains  thnt  the  pensioners  will  suffer  by 
the  conduct  of  the  bank.  From  a  part  of  the  correspondence 
submitted  to  us,  it  would  appear  that  the  new  pension  agents 
have,  in  some  instances  at  least,  been  paying  their  claims.  But 
if  they  are  indeed  sufferers,  if  delays  and  embarrassments  have 
been  incurred  by  the  gallant  defenders  of  their  country  in  the 
receipt  of  the  debt  which  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  has  award- 
ed to  them,  and  which,  in  many  instances,  is  necessary  for  their 
subsi?tence  and  comfort  in  their  declining  years,  it  is  plain  that 
all  those  delays  and  embarrassments  have  been  occasioned  sole- 
ly by  an  illegal  order  emanating  from  the  executive,  and  com- 
manding the  bank  "to  cease  paying  the  pensions."  The  best 
mode  of  exhibiting  executive  sympathy  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  is  not  in  publicly  deploring  their  unhappy  fiite  aiHi 
their  distressed  condition,  but  in  rescinding  the  fwder  which 
prohibits  the  bank  from  paying  them  their  dues.  Until  this  be 
(lone,  the  committee  is  compelled  to  acquit  the  bank,  when 
thus  arraigned  before  them  on  a  charge  of  cruelly  to  the  revolu- 
tionary soldiers. 

In  conclusion  the  committee  recommend  for  the  adoption  of 
the  senate,  the  following  resolution,  and  pray  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject: 

Resolved,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in  ap- 
pointing pension  agents  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  or  one  of  its  branches  has  been  established.. 
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It  is  a  long  time  since  when  we  said  any  thing  to  our 
friends  about  the  small  money  matters  between  them  and 
us — and  we  would  not  now  be  importunate;  but  a  valua- 
ble/avsr  might  be  conferred,  if  those  to  whom  the  pay- 
ment of  our  little  demands,  now  or  a  short  time  hence,  is 
unimportant,  would  promptly  recollect  and  relieve  us. 

The  brief  speech  of  Mr.  Heath,  our  own  immediate 
representative  in  congress,  on  presenting  the  Baltimore 
memorial  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  is  inserted  in  a  subsequent  page.  Mr.  H.  has  fully 
realized,  in  aU  his  proceedings,  and  in  this  matter  espe- 
cially, the  just, expectations  of  those  who  supported  him; 
and  he  is,  besides,  a  very  industrious  and  attentive  mem- 
ber in  the  house,  ond  also  to  the  private  business  and  lo- 
cal affairs  of  his  coastitaents. 

The  following,  from  a  Philadelphia  paper,  though  not 
exactly  in  our  way  because  of  its  personally  political 
bearing,  is  such  a  "good  thing"  that  we  give  it  a  place. 
It  \%  genuioinely  "salted,"  as  major  Downing  would  say. 

"Mr.  Heatk,  of  Maryland,  made  some  remarks,  in  the  course 
of  which,  he  slated  that  he  was  a  Jackson  man;  that  he  had 
supported  the  administration,  but  that  he  was  not  a  "collar 
man."  The  speaker  called  him  to  ordor.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of 
Ohio,  who  is  not  only  a  sensible,  but  a  pleasant,  sarcastic  man, 
remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  'that  the  speaker  was  determined 
not  to  have  any  stray  horses  running  about  here,  without  collars 
on,  and  therefore  stopped  Mr.  Heath,''  " 

We  give  accounts  of  two  meetings  about  the  bank  and 
the  deposites.  Sec.  of  very  different  character,  which  it 
seemed  necessary  to  make  room  for  in  the  Register — 
one  held  at  Tammany  hall.  New  York,  and  the  other  in 
Monument  square,  Baltimore;  and  in  the  proceedings  of 
each  there  is  much  matter  for  reflection. 

A  retirement  from  such  publications,  and  pretty  full 
notices  of  other  matters  connected  with  the  proceedings 
had  in  this  season  of  excitement,  cannot  be  promised, 
and  the  report  and  counter  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  like  papers,  must  obtain  room; 
and  other  articles  will  be  presented  over  which  we  shall 
not  have  any  sort  of  discretioii;  but  we  are  really  wearied 
and  worn-out  by  the  pressure  of  such  things,  which  bears 
as  hard  upon  our  pages,  as  the  pressure  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  tlie  deposites  bears  upon  our  means  to  print 
them!— and  the  misery  is,  that,  in  neither  case,  is  there 
a  present  prospect  of  relief  to  cheer  us.  But  with  regard 
to  the  Register,  itself,  we  know  that  its  utility  is  reduc- 
ed, in  the  consequent  neglect  of  other  important  tilings 
which  ought  to  be  recorded,  and  which  all  persons  will, 
hereafter,  expect  to  find  preserved  in  it. 

AVe  have  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  tlse 
mechajiics,  &c.  of  New  York,  giving  an  account  of  their 
visit  to  Washington  and  interview  with  the  president, 
and  also  of  the  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  of  the 
people  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which 
earnest  resolutions.  Sec.  were  passed  in  support  of  the 
president  and  his  measures,  in  relation  to  the  bank.  We 
cannot  give  either. 

~  ■  ■■'Ir 

Courage  and  persevci-ance  have  various  qualities;  and 

one  of  the  greatest  exertions  of  them  is  for  a  member  of 

«ongres^s,  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  expel  (he  audience, 

and  then  wjiip  out  the  members  tljemselves,  in  "less  than 

no  time,"  as  major  Downing  says. 

THE   CURRE^VCY,    &C.    BRIEF   XOTICEfi. 

The  banks  of  Pittsburgh  have  resolved  not  to  receive 
the  notes  of  the  Ohio  baidcs. 

A  bill  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky establishing  a  state  bank. 

The  bank  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  one  of  (he  new  dc- 
posite  banks,  has  refused  to  I'eceive  further  deposites  on 
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account  of  the  United  States,  and  deposited  with  the 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  that  city,  all 
the  public  money  or  effects  in  possession,  to  be  paid  over 
as  a  "special"  concern,  when  demanded. 

The  Columbia  (Pa.)  Spy  of  Saturday  says:  "We  un- 
derstand that  orders  have  been  received  to  stop  all  work 
on  the  second  track  of  the  railway  between  this  place  and 
Philadelphia." 

The  "New  York  Commercial  Advertiser"  of  the  1st 
inst.  had  the  following  bank  note  table — 

A  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  this  day. 
The  Eastern  bank  notes  are  redeemed  at  ^  per  cent,  dis^ 
count.  JVeiv  York,  city  notes,  par.  Long  Island,  do. 
Dutchess  and  Poughkeepsie,  do.  Hudson  River,  do< 
Other  River  notes,  including  West  Chester,  ^  per  cent. 
Albany, Troy,  Lansingburgh  and  Schenectady,  ^  per  cent^ 
All  others,  west  of  Albany,  ^  per  cent.  JVew  Jet'sey,  ^ 
a  1  per  cent.  Pemisylvania,  1  ^  a  2  per  cent.  Delaware, 
2.  JHaryland,  1  a  1^.  District  of  Columbia,  1^.  Vir- 
ginia, 2^.  JVorth  arid  South  Carolina,  2^.  Georgia,  3 
a  5.  Ohio,  Cleaveland,  1^.  Geauga,  3;  all  others  5. 
JMichigan,  l^.      Canada,  3  a  6  per  cent. 

[The  rates  in  Baltimore,  as  to  eastern  money,  are  much 
higher.  Bills  of  the  New  England  banks  average  2  per 
cent,  and  those  of  New  York,  except  of  the  city  banks, 
from  2^  to  3  per  cent,  discount — and  so  of  others.  Those 
of  the  District,  and  of  Y'irginia,  are  at  a  lower  rate.] 

By  the  direction  of  a  majority  of  the  stockholders,  the 
Western  bank  of  Philadelphia,  has  petitioned  congress 
for  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States, 

The  price  of  wheat  at  Le  Ro}',  N.  Y.  is  "five  shil- 
lings," or  62J  cents.  It  was  recently  one  dollar.  At 
Genesseo  wheat  is  said  to  have  "no  price."  At  Zanes- 
ville,  O,  the  price  of  wheat  is  reported  at  37^  cents,  and 
flour  at  Wheeling  $2  30. 

Several  new  banks  have  just  been  incorporated  in  New 
Jersey. 

The  Harrisburgh  Chronicle  of  Monday  says,  "two  bids 
are  now  before  the  governor,  for  the  temporary  and  per- 
manent state  loans,  hut  neither  of  them  will  be  accepted 
before  the  25th  of  this  month — as  the  time  for  receiving 
proposals  is  extended  to  that  date. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  understood  that 
one  of  the  bids  is  for  $100,000 — the  other  for  $729,0(X)i 
being  the  whole  of  the  balance  of  the  permanent  loan  of 
1833." 

The  money  market,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  becomes  "hard-»  • 
er  and  harder,"  though  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  has  much 
extended  its  line  of  discounts  at  several  places,*  and  has 
a  circulation  of  nearly  two  millions  more  than  it  had  at 
this  time  last  year— the  removal  of  the  deposites  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Why  then  is  not  the  market 
made  easy?  Confidence  is  -wanting;  and  confidence  ia 
the  life  of  a  free  circulation  of  money.  We  shall  not  re- 
capitulate tlie  unpleasant  things  before  us.  The  distress 
so  much  spoken  of  is  now  reaching  the  "working  men." 
Due  hills  are  issued  at  many  of  our  large  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  the  desire  to  build  houses  seems  al- 
most tolally  suppressed,  in  an  inability  to  ijay  the  cost  of 
their  erection,  in  all  our  chief  cities  and  towns.  Thou- 
sajjdsof  jiersons  are  yet  at  work  beeause^j^ol"  the  indisposi- 
tion of  their  employers  to  discharge  tlieni,  though  the 
latter  would  be  gladly  relieved  of  them,  at  this  time. 

ITE>TS — OR    IJRIEP   NOTICES. 

Gov,  Breathitt,  of  Kentucky,  is  deceased.  Lieutenant 
gov.  J\torehead  (anti  ad.)  takes  his  place. 

It  will  be  seen  that  ex-governor  Lincoln  has  taken  his 
seat  in  the  house,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Davis,  (now  gov. 
of  Massachusetts)  resigned — and  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  his  place  in  the  senate,  vice  Mr.  Rives,  resigned. 

*Tlie  Boston  Transcript  slates  that  the  branch  bank  discounts 
ed  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  Wednesday  last  wee]^; 
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The  "Albany  Daily  Advertiser"  gives  the  unwelcome 
report,  that  some  of  the  Ohio  banks  have  stopped  specie 
payments,  and  that  others  were  "tottering."  We  would 
hope  it  is  not  true. 

But  that  the  distress  which  has  not  yet,  as  we  fear, 
nearly  reached  its  extent  on  the  sea-board,  will  reach  the 
interior,  must  be  expected.  One  thing  is  certain — the 
present  state  of  things  caruiot  endure  much  loriger.  There 
must  be  a  restoration  of  confidence — a  general  ruin  of 
business  men,  or  a  "ro^"  currency ,"  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions. 

Flour  at  Cincinnati,  Feb.  25 — 3  dollars.  Wheat  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  62^  cents.  Cotton  at  Mobile,  from  7| 
to  11  cents.  Eastern  bank  notes,  at  Baltimore,  2  per 
cent,  discount.  New  York  (country)  3  per  cent.  The 
bills  of  several  of  the  southern  banks  are  at  28  per  cent. 
in  New-York. 

The  draughts  of  the  U.  States  officers  at  St.  Louis,  on 
the  treasury  at  Washington,  have  been  returned  protested* 

It  is  broadly  insinuated,  that  the  Pennsylvania  state 
loan,  has  really  been  offered  for  ($300,000  in  part),  by 
the  use  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  U.  States,  through 
the  Girard  bank!     We  are  not  prepared  to  believe  this. 

The  nominations  of  Mr.  Livingston  as  our  minister  to 
France;  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Barton  to  be  secretary  to  the  same 
legation;  of  Mr.  A.  Jtli(ldl€t07i, ^r .  to  be  secretary  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid;  of  J".  S.  Cabot  to 
be  commissioner  under  the  Neapolitan  treaty;  of/?.  JH. 
Saunders  io  be  commissioner  under  the  French  treaty; 
of  J.  IV.  Overton  to  be  secretary  to  the  commission  un- 
der the  Neapolitan  treaty,  and  of  Alexander  Hunter^ 
as  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  vice  Ashton^  de- 
ceased, have  been  lately  confirmed  by  the  senate. 

We  have  many  other  such  like  items  befoi*e  us — ^but 
cannot  make  room  for  them. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Gazette. 

Dear  siK' — A  writer  in  the  "Baltimore  Gazette"  (J. 
S. )  a  few  days  ago,  had  the  following  paragraph: 

"If  there  was  any  tiling  wauling  sir,  to  show  that  the 
opposition  to  the  president  in  this  matter — at  least  among 
some  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  it — was  the  result 
of  mere  party  animosity,  and  a  disposition  to  oppose  and 
embarrass  him  by  every  means— it  might  be  found  in  tfie 
speeches  and  writings  of  those  very  men,  (who  are  the 
most  clamorous  now),  in  foi-mer  times,  in  relation  to  a 
similar  institution.  In  fact  you  might  with  some  plausi- 
bility charge  the  president  and  his  friends  with  having 
borrowed  their  arguments  and  views  against  the  present 
United  States  bank,  from  those  very  documents  to  which 
I  refer.  In  pi'oof  of  what  I  state,  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  bring  to  your  view  the  speeches  and 
votes  and  writings  in  former  times,  of  such  men  as  Clay, 
Webster  and  H.  Niles,  on  the  subject — men  who  are 
avowedly  among  the  leaders  of  the  bank  party  at  the  pre- 
sent moment." 

Similar  things,  and  in  a  much  more  exceptionable 
manner,  have  oftentimes  been  said  of  "H.  Niles" — but 
their  source  was  from  a  quarter  that  I  could  not  descend  to 
notice. 

It  is  a  most  unfortunate  event  that  politics,  properly  so 
called,  ever  entered  into  so  delicate  and  profound  a  matter 
as  the  currency  of  the  country.  Why  such  "two-penny" 
considerations  as  the  interest  of  office-holders,  and  as- 
pirants for  offices  of  profit  and  of  honor,  should  have  in- 
fluence over  this  subject — or  by  whom  they  were  intro- 
duced, it  is  not  important  now  to  examine:  but  that  even 
personally  political  considerations  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence over  it,  is  not  to  be  questioned.*  To  bring  about 
this  state  of  things  I  have  not,  knowingly,  had  the  least 
concern.  But  thus  it  was  in  relation  to  internal  improve- 
ments and  the  protection  of  American  industry — these, 
too,  were  furiously  forced  into  petty  political  interests  and 
passions.  How  do  the  politics  oi  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
remarkable  instance,  stand  with  her  hitherto  neai-ly  una- 

*How  many  members  of  congress  would  stand  opposed  to  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  ehonid  the  president  retrace  his 
steps?  Would  ihere  be  thirty  persons,  exchjding  the  members 
from  one  ii^rllcular  state?  I  think  not.  And  are  there  thirty 
numbers,  except  as  excepted,  that  would  now  advise  a  removal 
of  tfie  deposites,  was  the  question  submitted  to  them? 


nimous  support  of  internal  improvements,  a  protecting 
tariff,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  all  which  were 
lately  considered,  and  openly  avowed,  as  "PENNSYL- 
VANIA MEASURES, "and  by  all  parties  in  that  state? 
And  how  stands  the  case  now?  These  things  are  only 
hinted  at.  They  deserve  the  presentation  of  a  body  of 
official  facts,  with  remarks,  that  I  have  not  time  to  collect 
and  arrange  at  present.  But  will  simply  ask — has  not  a 
turn  of  the  party-ivheel  almost  capsized  what  all  men 
regarded  as  essential  principles  in  the  policy  of  the  great 
state  just  named? 

For  myself,  howevei-,  I  throw  back  on  the  writer  of 
the  communication  in  the  "Gazette,"  the  imputation  that 
party,  in  its  present  phases,  had  the  shadow  of  an  in- 
fluence over  my  conduct,  in  either  of  these  great  points^ — > 
for  I  was  earnestly  the  friend  of  each,  (qualified,  as  I  still 
am,  with  regard  to  the  last),  before  the  slightest  suspicion 
was  entertained  that  gen.  Jackson  stood  opposed  to  either; 
and  up  to  the  very  hour  of  his  vetoes  on  two  of  them,  a 
large  majority  of  his  most  earnest  friends,  in  the  middle 
and  western  states,  entirely  believed  that  he  would  re- 
spect the  '■^policy  of  Pennsylvania,''^  which  had  so  faith- 
fully supported  him. 

Politics,  however,  had  much  influence  over  the  minds 
of  the  people,  as  to  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  were,  howevei*,  of  a  more  generous  and  liberal  na- 
ture, and  with  a  more  manifest  regard  to  just  principles. 
And  that  bank,  whether  justly  or  unjustly  accused,  was 
certainly  believed,  (by  its  opponents),  to  have  lent  the 
whole  of  its  influence  to  party-politics;  and,  in  those  days, 
I  was  familiar  with  many  apparently  weli-attested  cases 
to  shew  that  a  man's  political  principles  were  weighed 
by  the  boards  of  directors,  in  granting  accommodations; 
and  so,  also,  with  some  of  the  directors  of  other  banks.  I 
do  know  that  the  politics  of  "H.  Niles,"  then  an  opponent 
of  the  administi'ation  in  1800,  was  offered  as  a  reason 
why  a  note  offered  by  him  should  not  be  discounted — and 
that  that  reason  was  not  esteemed  a  good  one;  the  re-* 
quisite  number  of  directors  believing  that  the  bank  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  politics  of  the  party  making  the 
note.  But  as  to  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States, 
who  ever  heard  a  suspicion  breathed,  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  of  its  interference  with  party  politics  until  it 
was  put  upon  its  defence,  by  a  premature  attack  upon  it; 
premature  even  if  it  was  proper  that  its  charter  should 
not  be  renewed?  And,  while  agreeing  that  it  has  no 
claim  to  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
I  must  say  that  the  uncalled-for  attack  upon  it  was, 
time  and  circumstances  being  regarded,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  proceedings  that  I  have  witnessed.f  It 
was  doing  more  than  ^^meeting  evil  half-xvay.*^  It  ik- 
TITED  EVIL;  and  though  not,  I  would  hope,  so  design- 
ed by  the  president,  placed  the  decision  of  the  question 
much  on  painty  grounds.  And  I  have  many  reasons  to 
believe  that  this  movement  had  its  origin  (not  with  the 
president)  but  in  /&ca/ cosiderations  or  personal  y'lews. 

An  examination  of  these  matters  would  require  much 
room,  and  a  great  deal  of  labor — I  think  that  they  are 
capable  of  the  clearest  demonstration;  but  that  would  lead 
to  presentations  of  supposed  motives  of  individuals,  and 
open  a  field  for  such  discussions  as  have  been  seldom 
indulged  in  by  me.  If  the  doctrines  that  relate  to  in- 
ternal improvements,  the  tariff,  and  the  bank,  have  been 
made  party  matters,  I  am  guiltless  of  that  sin;  but  do 
know  that  certain  principles,  as  to  the  second  especially, 
which  I  held  and  supported  more  than  thirty-five  years 
ago,  have  been  arrayed  against  me  as  party  politics  of 
these  latter  times!  The  reason  is  obvious.  As  persons 
turn  round,  they  sometimes  suppose  that  a  post  runs 
against  ,t'iem.  This  may  easily  happen  in  a  state  of  ex- 
citement." 

As  to  the  bank — I  admit  owe  change  of  opinion,  and  one 
only,  except  on  that  great  and  glorious  principle  by  which 
the  "chief  of  sinners"  is  accepted— being  sanctified  by  re- 
pentance, evidenced  in  good  nuoi^ks. 

The  change  of  opinion  is  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bank,  in  which  I  followed  the  "father  of  the  constitu- 
tion," the  illustrious  Madison,  and  other  men  of  the 
highest  grade  in  the  republic — and  also  fell  in  with  the 


f  I  could  mention  the  names  of  several  of  the  present  most 
distinguished  friends  of  the  administration,  who  so  regarded 
the  dr«t  meeisage  of  the  president  in  relation  to  it. 


NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH  8,  1834— A  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,     i^ 


doctrines  of  ALWiVYS  "democratic"  Pennsylvania, 
which,  more  than  once,  through  her  democuatic  lejjisla- 
ture,  ims  passed  an  unanimous,  or  nearly  unanimous, 
vote  in  favor  of  that  institution,  and  in  the  most  decided 
terms,  though  once  opposed  to  such  an  institution,  as  un- 
constitutional, kc*  May  not  the  men  alluded  to,  and  the 
"key-state"  the  "honest  state"  the  "\vhole"eT;er^/e7nc/cra//c 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  save  so  humble  an  individual  as  H. 
Niles  from  ])olitical  condemnation  on  this  account!  But 
otiier  instances  might  be  added,  and  equally  remarkable, 
if  necessary.  They  are  not  necessary.  If  so,  the  deci- 
sion of  the  council  of  Castile,  that  it  was  "wrong  to  make 
a  certain  river  navigable,  because  that  if  Gou  had  intend- 
ed it  to  be  oavigated,  he  would.  Himself,  have  made  it 
navigable,"  was  a  just  one.  Is  it  blasphemy,  as  it  was 
once  considered,  to  believe  that  the  earth  which  we  in- 
hal'it,  is  a  globe  and  not  a  plain?  Is  it  the  end  of  know- 
ledge in  agriculture  to  attach  a  -woman  and  a  cotv  to  the 
])lough — 'to  make  horses  draw  by  their  tails?  or  to  depend 
on  the  stars,  and  not  on  the  compass,  for  the  correct 
sailing  of  ships?     Is  knoivledge  to  stand  still? 

The  change  of  opinion  alluded  to  was  brought  about  in 
a  certain  belief,  gradually  and  cautiously  established,  of 
the  NKCESsixr  of  a  national  bank.  The  constitutional 
power  did  not,  and  yet  does  not,  clearly  appear,  except 
in  this — that  there  must  exist  a  power  to  regulate  the 
currency  and  commerce  of  the  country,  so  as  best  to 
"promote  the  general  welfare,"  And  the  necessity  of  a 
national  bank  is  now  so  apparent,  that  many  of  the  old 
and  most  able  and  strict  construers  of  the  constitution,  are 
anxious  that  the  power  to  establish  one  should  be  given 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.  Tiie  good  conduct 
of  the  bank,  too,  since  its  reformation,  had  much  influence 
over  my  mind.  I  never  heard  of  it,  or  saw  it,  or  felt  it, 
(for  many  years)  as  an  oppressor,  unless  in  solitary  cases, 
perhaps,  not  fairly  represented.  On  the  other  hand,  1 
knew  and  felt  that  it  was  rendering  most  important  ser- 
vices in  facilitating  and  equalizing  the  exchanges  of  the 
whole  country,  and  in  fHrnishing  .n  circulating  medium 
which  was  more  nearly  at  par  than  coin  itself — because 
of  the  cost  and  risk  of  transportations  of  the  latter,  to 
keep  up  the  exchanges;  and  soon  believed,  as  I  still  be- 
lieve, that  these  exchanges  must  be  exceedingly  embar- 
rassed and  greatly  diminished,  without  such  circulations 
of  values  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  furnished,  and 
would  yet  supply,  if  it  had  only  been  permitted  to  wind 
up  its  affairs  unobstructed  by  the  hostility  of  "the  go- 
vernment." These  good  opinions  of  the  bank  were  the 
result  only  of  considerations  of  the  general  benefit,  in 
which  I  liberally  participated — for  I  never  received  the 
slightest  matter  of  favor  or  accommodation  from  it,  un- 
less of  a  general  nature;  and  my  name,  by  an  act  of  my 
own,  was  never  presented  to  the  bank,  two  instances  ex- 
cepted, to  the  best  of  my  recollection — unless  in  the  en- 
darseraent  of  checks  made  payable  to  me,  and  remitted 
from  distant  places.:}:-     Thus  seeing  and  feeling  that  the 

*Tlie  leading  "democrats"  of  Pennsylvania  opposed  the  old 
hank  as  being  unconsiitutional.  I  cannot  just  now  lay  my  hand 
apon  the  yeas  and  nays  in  congress  concerning  it — but  well 
know  that,  to  put  it  down,  for  the  reasons  assigned  above,  as 
well  as  on  constitutional  principles,  was  the  "democratic"  or- 
der of  that  day. 

The  Pennsylvania  delegation  in  congress  voted  against  the 
present  bank,  on  constitutional  grotinds  chiefly — against  it  12, 
for  it  7,  absent  4. 

But  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  with  both  the  senators, 
(Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Dallas),  voted  for  the  bill  of  1832,  which 
Was  vctoeti  by  the  president — for  that  bill  24,  against  it  1,  and 
one  absent,  in  the  house.  The  solitary  nay  was  given  by  Mr. 
A.  King,  the  absent  member  was  Mr.  Muhlenburg. 

And  in  1832,  the  following  resolution  passed  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  unanimously: 

Resolved  by  the  authorily  aforesaid.  That  connected  as  the 
prosperity  of  agricultore  and  manufactures  are  with  the 
successful  financial  operations  and  sound  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, we  view  the  speedy  recharlering  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  welfare." 

JThese  things  are  mentioned  because  that  venal  and  corrupt 
men  always  measure  other  men's  actions  by  the  base  motives 
which  influence  their  own.  And  I  repeat  it,  that  the  name  of 
"H.  Niles,"  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  (except  in  endorse- 
ment of  checks  payable  to  him),  was  never  by  him,  or  for  his 
use,  presented  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its 
offices,  but  in  two  instances.  The  first  Wcas  for  the  purpose  of 
remitting  100  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  great 


bank  was  rendering  most  important  public  services  to  the 
government  and  people,  and  accomplishing  all  the  good 
which  its  most  sanguine  friends  had  expected,  without 
iniquitous  exertions  of  its  great  power,  (which  I  had  so 
much  feared,  and  would  not  re-grant  in  a  new  charter,  as 
shall  be  stated  below),  to  produce  evil,  confidence  was 
yielde<l  because  it  was  deserved;  and,  the  constitutional 
objection  waived  for  the  present,  if  not  surrendered,  ia 
the  seemingly  manifest  necessity  of  some  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

It  does  not  appear  required  of  me  to  pursue  this  part  of 
the  subject  any  furthei*.  I  opposed  the  bank  as  unconsti- 
tutional, and  now  believe  that  it  is  constitutional — tho 
exl)ediency  of  renewing  the  present  act  of  incorporation, 
however,  is  another  afiair.  This  change  of  opitdon  is 
freely  admitted.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  material  one 
that  I  have  made,  as  to  any  matter  of  principle,  though 
between  30  or  40  years  before  the  public  as  a  ffee  wri- 
ter on  polity  and  politics. 

But  I  was  opposed— ^aye,  Violently  opposed,to  the  bank, 
on  account  of  what  I  thought  its  bad  conduct  in  1818-19^ 
I  truly  believed,  whether  rightfully  or  wrongfully  is  no 
matter  now,  that  its  management  was  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  improperly  using  its  mighty  means  to 
promote  their  own  personal  interests,*  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  public  interest;  and  some  things  were  reported,  or 
made  known  to  me,  that  I  thought  deserved  the  severest 
reprehension,  a7Z  J  5-0  did  I  reprehend  them,  with  a  degree 
of  industry  and  zeal  that  was  never  surpassed ;^  and  hav« 
always  believed  that  I  deserved  some  degt-ee  of  credit  fo<' 
the  courage  with  which  I  attacked  this  bank,  and  the 
"  rag  barons''''  generally,  and  the  constancy  with  which  I 
pursued  both,  until  a  reformation  was  effected,  through 
the  force  of  public  opinion — for  it  was  freely  predicted 
and  generally  believed,  by  many  of  ray  best  friends,  that 
I  would,  and  must,  fall  a  victim  to  the  pov/er  of  the  paper 
money  makers  and  lenders  of  currency.  It  was  not  sOy 
When  I  began  the  attack,  the  stock  of  the  bank,  being' 
abominably  hypothecated,  (as  I  thought),  had  a  selling  op 
a  market  value  of  more  than  150  dollars  a  share — when  I 
ceased  the  attack,  because  of  a  reformation  effected,  the 
stock  was  selling  at  about  85  or  90  dollars.  I  do  not  believe, 
and  cannot  affect  a  belief,  that  this  revolution  was  brought 
about  by  myself — but  I  had,  perhaps,  rather  more  to  do 
in  it  than  any  other  person,  and  do  take  some  credit  to 
myself  for  the  amendments  that  were  made,  whereby  the 
bank  was  brought  back  to  its  original  purposes,  as  I  es- 
teemed them;  and  the  reform  quieted  my  opposition  to 
the  bank,  for  then  no  desire  existed  in  me  to  embarrass 
or  destroy  it. 

With  these  explanations  and  references  to  facts,  which 
are  accessible  to  thousands  through  the  preservation- of 
numerous  files  of  the  Registeh,  I  appeal  to  the  common 
sense  of  my  fellow  citizens,  to  the  good  feeling  of  every 

fire  at  Fayettevirie,  (as  president  of  the  Mechanical  fire  compa- 
ny); and  the  second  in  the  sale  or  collection  of  a  check  on  one 
of  the  western  offices  for  a  little  money  deposited  to  his  credit 
therein.  His  small  account  was  kept  in  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland,  (the  present  deposite  bank),  in  which  he  takes  much 
pleasure  to  say,  that  every  request  made  by  him,  being  consider- 
ed moderate,  (one  excepted,  and  then  only  for  the  moment,  as 
it  were),  has  been  complied  with — since  the  present  adminis- 
tration of  that  bank,  at  least. 

*  At  a  meeting  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  New  York,  on  the  19th 
Feb.  (last)  a  certain  report  was  presented  and  adopted,  signed 
by  Preserved  Fish  and  James  J.  Roosevelt,  esqs.  in  which  certain 
extracts  were  made  from  my  work  (the  "Register")  of  1819,  as 
to  the  prodigalityof  some  of  the  speculators  in  the  bank,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  people,  at  that  tiuie.  Thrre  is  not  one  word  in 
these  extracts  that  1  will  retract.  They  were  true,  as  were  a 
thousand  other  things  that  I  said,  at  the  time;  and  it  will  be  re- 
collected by  many  that  I  then  prnphecied,  ^^ palaces  would  be 
turned  into  poor  houses"  becnnse  of  such  proceedings.  Did  it 
not  happen.''  Let  the  like  be  avoided,  hereafter!  But  if  these  mat- 
ters are  brought  up  in  judgment  against  me, — Peter,  the  apostle, 
as  is  stated  below,  should  always  be  esteemed  a  base  coward 
and  liar.  He  was  not  so — nor  do  honest  men  so  esteem  him. 
The  wrong  that  he  committed  was  washed  away  by  repentance 
and  good  works,  and  so  it  was  with  the  reformed  bank. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  pressure  on  the  people  above 
spoken  of  was  as  much  caused  by  the  deranged  state  of  the 
local  banks,  called  upon  to  make  specie  payments,  as  by  the 
acts  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  Jobbers  and'gamblers 
and  shavers  were  not  confined  within  the  walls  of  that  insti- 
tution. 

For  the  article  above  alluded  to  see  page  27. 
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upright  man,  whether  what  I  said  of  the  hank  as  it  was, 
in  my  opinion,  should  be  retorted  against  me  as  applica- 
ble to  the  bank  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion.  If  such  a  pro- 
ceeding is  right,  or  honest,— Velev,  the  "prince  of  the 
apostles,  "as  he  is  called,  should  bear  rank  only  with  Judas 
Iscariot.  But  Peter  wept  and  repented,  and  reformed — 
and  suffered  martyrdom  in  testimony  of  the  doctrines  of 
his  Lord  and  Mastei',  whom  he  had,  in  a  season  of  weak- 
ness, three  times  denied,  and  just  after  professions  of  the 
most  ardent  attachment  to  him  !  And  who  shall  stand  in 
that  great  day  of  condemnation  which  the  Christian  pub- 
lic believes  in,  if  repentance  and  reformation  do  not  re- 
lieve the  burthen  of  sin  committed?  And  we  are  told 
that  there  is  more  rejoicing  over  one  man  that  repenteth 
than  over  ninety  and  nine  who  needeth  it  not.  And  so  it 
certainly  should  be,  amongst  men,  else  every  motive  to  a 
reformation  of  the  l»eart  and  conduct  must  expire. 

I  blame  not  those  who  sincerely  believe,  as  I  believed 
in  1818-19,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  be- 
haved improperly.  They  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
enjoy  their  belief  and  to  act  upon  it;  but  the  same  right 
belongs  also  to  me.  Some  charges  are  preferred  against 
the  bank,  for  which  it  is  desirable  that  no  foundation 
for  a  suspicion  should  liave  been  laid — but  consider- 
ing the  position  in  which  tlie  bank  was  placed,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary war  that  was  commenced  against  it,  without 
cause,  in  the  out-set,  at  least, — these  things,  if  not  to  he 
justified,  may  be  excused,  in  its  defence;  for  it  must  be 
recollected  that  its  very  solvency  was  assailed,  though  its 
power  to  maintain  itself  is  now  the  leading  cause  of  vitu- 
peration against  it!  Does  not  this  sliow  that  some  grand 
"mwtofce"  has  been  made? 

Though  no  man  expected  that  such  a  war  as  has  pre- 
vailed against  tlie  bank  could  be  waged,*  the  ability  of  the 
bank  to  defend  itself  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  poiver  in  tliat  institution  which,  in  1818-19,  I 
spoke  so  freely  of,  and  certainly  feared;  which  power, 
though  if  admitted  to  be  now  exerted  only  for  the  noble 
purpose  of  preserving  a  wholesome  and  sound  currency, 
1  ivould  not  agree  to  continue;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  power  of  the  executive  against  the  bank,  should  be 
also  restrained.  I  shall  not  discuss  these  matters;  but 
proceed  to  make  some  remarks  as  to  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  on  certain  conditions,  and  conclude — just  taking 
leave  to  say,  that  my  wish  for  the  continuation  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  is  not  quite  the  same  thing  as  a  continuation 
of  the  present  charter  to  the  national  bank! 

1.  I  prefer  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  bank,  for  the  highly  important  reason, 
that  the  latter  would  open  a  new  and  vast  field  for  new 
speculations  (in  which  the  public  has  no  sort  of  interest, 
except  in  public  suffering  because  of  them),  more  preg- 
nant in  rascalities  [I  have  written  the  word  and  will  !»ot 
blot  it],  than  even  were  those  imputed  to  the  early  mana- 
gGrs  of  the  present  bank,  and  about  which  I  was  so  anxi- 
ous, at  the  time. 

2.  Whether  the  location  of  a  renewed  bank  shall  be  at 
Philadelphia  or  New  York,  is  of  little  moment  to  the 
people,  at  large;  but  a  plan  could  be  easily  devised  (as  1 
think),  by  which  all  reasonable  cause  for  local  jealousies, 
or  interferences  with  local  concerns,  might  be  relieved. 
There  must,  however,  be  only  one  head — for  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  bank,  to  be  wholesome,  must  be  a  stea- 
dy one. 

3.  Reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  the  28  millions, 
as  now  held  by  the  private  stockholders — forbid  the  bank 
to  issue  notes,  or  any  thing  in  lieu  thereof,  of  a  less  deno- 
mination than  10,  15  or  even  20  dollars,  and  provide  that 
the  least  denomination  of  notes  shall  be  paid  at  any,  or 
either,  of  the  offices,  in  specie,  on  demand;  and  that  all 
other  notes  shall  be  received  in  settlemeiits  with  banks, 
as  was  provided  for  in  tiie  vetoed  bill  of  1832.  Thus  the 
burthen  of  preserving  a  sound  and  equal  currency  would 
be  laid  on  the  bank,  while  it  would  be  ])rotected  in  a 
considerable  degree,  as  it  ought,  from  unjust  *'runs"that 
otherwise  might  be  made  upon  it,  by  malicious  and  irre- 
sponsible individuals — for,  in  this  case,  the  stale  banks 
would  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  national  bank,  and  the 

, business  of  the  currency   proceed,   and    be   respected, 
B3  a  mutual  concern.     The  people  could  not  suffer  by  this 

*For  the  goveinnient  has  a  large  pccnniaiy  interest  in  thf 
Block— witlioni  r^ftrence  to  other  and  vaetly  mor*  important 
«eiii>itleraUuii8. 


arrangement,  and  the  well  managed  state  banks  woul^ 
be  always  safe  under  it — which  is  a  matter  of  high  con- 
sideration with  every  man.  Impose  on  the  bank  all  it& 
duties,  restraints  and  checks  as  provided  in  the  present 
charter,  and  add  others,  if  necessary;  prohibit  it  from 
establishing  new  branches,  without  the  consent  of  thsr 
states  in  which  they  are  to  be  located,  and  provide  means 
by  which  the  states  may  discontinue  bi-anches  under  certain 
strictly  guarded  regulations,  to  prevent  sudden  embarrass- 
ments of  the  currency,  atid  let  the  capital  vested  in  the 
branches  be  subject  to  the  state  laws  which  levy  taxes  on 
the  capital  of  their  own  banks,  07i  the  same  conditions — but 
with  these  strong  restraints,  (the  political  iniquity  of 
selling  acts  of  incorporation  being  also  regarded)  let  the 
recharter  be  made  without  demanding  a  bonus. 

4.  Vest  the  power  concerning  the  deposites  only  in 
congress — the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  with- 
out resort  or  reference  to  the  president  or  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  when  congress  is  in  session;  in  the  recess,, 
let  the  secretary  have  power  to  remove  the  public  mo- 
neys only  in  cases  of  imminent  danger  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  bank,  (indicated  by  overt  acts)  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time 
being*' — that  officer  being,  as  much  as  is  possible,  remov- 
ed from  fjoUtical  impulses;  which  should  never  prevail  in 
the  consideration  of  a  matter  so  delicate  as  the  state  of 
the  currency. 

5.  But  the  state  banks  which  issue  notes  of  a  less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  press 
on  the  bank  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  offices,  as 
provided  for  in  No.  3 — and  all  receivers  of  public  mo- 
ney should  be  forbidden  to  receive  any  of  the  notes  of 
such  banks,  whether  large  or  small,  in  the  payment  of 
debts  due  the  United  States. 

6.  To  provide  against  the  want  of  a  general,  convenient 
and  equal  currency,  (for  the  state  banks  ca?mo^furnish  it), 
and  to  make  a  further  and  wholesome  advance  in  the  use 
of  coin,  and  check  the  shaving  of  state  bank  notes  with- 
out the  range  of  their  own  approved  circulation,  let  the 
value  of  gold,  in  weight  or  fineness,  be  reduced  one  or 
two  per  cent,  below  that  of  silver,  as  such  value  is  ge- 
nerally measured  in  our  exchanges  with  Great  Britain 
and  France,  that  we  may  have  a  free  circulation  of  gold 
coins — eagles,  halves  and  quarters,  made  out  of  our  own 
gold.  At  the  general  rate  of  exchanges,  our  eagles  are 
worth  $10  30  to  $10  50  in  dollars,  and  they  "flee  away;" 
but  make  them  worth  $9  80,  and  they,  and  their  parts, 
will  remain  with  us,  and  the  amount  allowed  for  seignor- 
age  could  not  furnish  any  just  cause  for  complaint,  inas- 
much as  bank  notes  or  silver  might  still  be  used,  if  per- 
sons preferred  the  risk,  expense,  and  labor  or  loss,  of 
making  disbursements  with  them. 

Such  are  the  "checks  and  balances"  that  I  would  pro- 
pose to  restrain  the  power  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  (and  of  the  state  banks,  also),  to  do  wrong,  and 
render  both  more  useful  and  safe  than  they  are.  It  is  no 
argument  in  favor  of  the  present  power  of  the  bank  of  the 
U.  States  that  it  has  not  abused  it,  as  most  business  men 
believe  that  it  has  not,  since  its  reformation;  but  it  has 
])0wer,  in  its  ability  to  regulate  the  "circulation  of  va- 
lues," as  stated  in  the  last  Rkgisteh,  to  assess,  as  it 
were,  the  money-value  of  every  man's  field  or  house, 
xvhich  poivci-  has  been  exerted  by  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  in  removing-  the  deposites,  and  I  ivould  not  graiit  it 
to  either;  for  the  reason  that  it  way  be  abused,  arid  is  not 
at  all  necessary  to  the  p7iblic  good. 

Such  is  a  free  outline  of  my  views.  Perhaps,  they 
will  not  please  either  party  to  the  ])resent  controversy, 
but  I  think  them  sound — and,  so  thinking,  ])resent  them. 
It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  provisions  suggested  would 
check  the  power  of  the  bank,  without  affecting  either  its 
usefulness  or  the  profit  of  its  stockholders.  The  cha- 
racter of  its  business  might  be  considerably  changed,  in 
some  places — inland  bills  taking  the  place  of  domestic 
notes,  and  for  which  a  national  bank  is  most  needed;  and 
the  tariff  on  them  would  be  continually  regulated  by  the 
good  state  banks,  so  far  as  they  should  be  capable  of  sus- 
taining a  uniform  currency.  But  I  cannot  go  into  fur- 
ther details.     The  article  is  too  long  already. 

*Tlu;re  is  some  difficulty  in  this  reference,  for  the  reason  thai 
i!)e  niatler  might  come  into  court— but  confidence  niny  be 
safely  reposed  in  the  res^t  of  ihe  bench  of  judges— thottlri  it  ever 
Eo  happen. 
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In  speaking  above  of  the  currency  being  a  "delicate 
and  profound"  subject,  1  am  well  aware  that  some  may 
ask,  why  /  have  meddled  with  it?  But  the  attitude  in 
which  I  am  seemingly  placed,  whether  in  relation  to  past 
or  present  things,  iit  relation  to  the  bank,  appeared  to 
require  such  an  adventure  on  my  part.  In  the  existing 
state  of  parties,  I  think  tliat  a  spirit  of  accommodation 
ought  to   prevail.     The  nation  stands  on  tuk  very 

JIRINK   of   a   horrible   PRECIPICE. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  not  offered  in  the  way  of 
an  apology.  What  I  said  and  did  in  1818-19,  I  would 
say  and  do  again,  under  the  same  impressions  of  duty — 
the  same  oifences  against  the  "common  welfare,"  and  to 
relieve  the  people  of  a  "rag  currency"  or  "rag  barons," 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  travelling  or  '^'^ saddle  bags  bank"  of  Parkersburg* 
or  equally  famous  bank  of  "Owl  Creek." 

Very  respectfully,         H.  NILES. 

Baltijnore,  March  3,  1834. 

Awful  disaster.  The  splendid  steamboat,  William 
Peniiy  capt.  JefFeries,  of  the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia 
Citizens  Union  Line,  when  off  Gloucester  Point  House, 
about  three  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  her  regular 
trip  from  New  Castle,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th  inst.  in  or  near  the  wheel  hoase. 
There  were  from  150  to  200  persons  on  board,  and,  as 
the  flames  spread  with  almost  incoticeivable  rapidity, 
from  the  lightness  of  the  wood  used  in  her  U[)per  deck, 
&c.  the  scene  that  followed  may  be  imagine*!,  but  can- 
not be  described.  Capt.  JefFeries,  on  this  tryin"-  occa- 
sion, appears  to  have  behaved  with  great  energy  and 
thoughtfulness.  He  ordered  the  boat  run  a-shore,  side 
oily  but  it  seems  that  the  helmsman,  in  the  confusion,  run 
her  stem  on — -thus  placing  the  bow  in  the  mud  while  the 
stern  was  yet  in  deep  water,  and  the  "wall  of  fire,"  in 
the  middle  of  the  boat,  separated  the  passengers,  and 
seems  chiefly  to  have  caused  the  loss  of  life  that  follow- 
ed, as  well  as  much  increased  the  difficulty  of  escaping 
even  from  the  bow,  for  the  passengers,  after  letting  them- 
selves down,  or  jumping  overboard,  had  to  wade  thi'ou"-b 
deep  water  and  soft  mud  nearly  200  feet,  before  they 
reached  the  firm  ground,  and  two  or  three  are  supposed 
to  have  been  drowned  by  jumping  off  the  stern.  Bein"- 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city,  very  prompt  and  gener- 
ous assistance  was  rendered,  whereby  the  amount  of  suf- 
fering was  much  alleviated — but  tliose  who  escaped  were 
in  a  wretched  plight  from  wading  to  shore. 

As  we  suppose  that  a  particular  statement  of  thisme- 
lanchoiy  affair  will  be  publislied,  we  shall  not  now  at- 
tempt a  gathering  of  the  facts  given  in  the  Philadelpiiia 
fiapers.  It  is  only  certainly  known  thttt  five  persons  were 
ost — among  them  the  rev.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Lewistown 
Del.  col.  Porter,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  female  unknown^ 
by  drowning,  and  Walter  M.  Bulkley,  a  respectable  mer- 
chant of  Hartford,  Con.  because  of  wounds  and  expo- 
sure, being  in  bad  htalth;  what  became  of  the  other  is 
not  stated.  A  great  deal  of  the  baggage  was  thrown 
overboard  and  saved,  and  the  chief  of  the  mails.  But  the 
Baltimore  bag,  which  contained  also  the  letters  receiv- 
ed by  the  great  western  mails,  was  no  doubt,  as  we  think 
consumed,  for  it  eould  not  be  found;  and  a  mail  lock  and' 
chain  were  discovered,  partially  nielted  by  the  fire  on 
searehing  the  ruins  of  the  boat.  Other  mails  may  liave 
shared  the  same  fate. 

Soon  after  the  William  Penn  struck  the  bottom,  she 
was  in  one  tremendous  sheet  of  flame — but  at  half  past  6 
o'clock,  floated  off  with  the  tide,  and  went  up  the  river 
still  burning,  until  she  grounded  on  the  island   opposite 
the  city,  where  she  burnt  down  to  the  watcr's-ed"-e. 

Besides  the  loss  of  life,  several  were  very  badly^wound- 
ed.  Mr.  Bnlkley  had  $900  in  his  stock,  which  were  sav- 
ed. Thei-e  were  about  12  women,  with  several  children 
on  board — all  the  latter  saved,  two  of  the  former  lost. 

The  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  and  others,  made  great 
exertions  to  relieve  the  sufferings,  and  afford  such  com- 
fort to  the  passengers  as  their  several  cases  required. 

*If  1  have  wrongfully  located  this  bank,  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
good  people  of  Parkersburgh— and  it  may  be  that  I  have,  for  it 
is  several  years  since  that  I  lit  a  segar  with  one  of  its  ten  dol- 
lar notes!  But  there  was  a  '<bank"  whose  notes  were  carried 
about  the  country  iu  saddle  bags,  to  be  exchanged  with  land- 
holders and  olh«rs  for  Iheir  iiotesi 


The  boat  was  worth  70  or  80,000  dollars — and  som« 
very  valuable  effects  are  supjjosed  to  have  been  lost,  be- 
sides the  mails.  One  lot  of  jewelry,  worth  $15,000,  is 
mentioned. 

Philadelphia  post  office,  March  5,  1834,  7  o^clock. 

Three  bags,  containing  newspapers  and  pamphlets, 
were  received  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  tVom  on  board 
the  William  Peim^ — 'One  of  tliem  partly  burnt,  some  of 
the  packages  missing,  and  a  portion  of  the  remainder  so 
wette<l  and  defaced,  as  to  render  further  transportation 
useless.  One  i)ackagc»,  marked  "Massacliusetts  state," 
taken  from  the  Washington  city  letter  mail,  the  only  one 
saved,  and  containing  letters  for  parts  of  New  Hampsiiire, 
and  Massachusetts,  was  detained,  the  letters  being  too 
damp  to  be  Ibi-warded. 

A  number  of  bags,  containing  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets, are  missing,  some  it  is  supposed  were  burnt,  and 
others  thrown  overboard  and  lost. 

Persons  finding  an)'  loose  packages,  and  detaining  or 
embezzelling  them,  will  be  prosecuted  under  the  act  of 
congress,  and  become  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 
If  returned  immediately  to  the  office,  a  suitable  reward 
will  be  given. 

Further  search  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  two  large 
portmanteaus,  containing  the  letters  from  Baltimore  city 
and  the  west — embracing,  as  is  supposed,  Cincinnati, 
and  Ohio  state;  (south)  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  west 
Teimessee,  Western  Shoi'c  of  Maryland,  and  Washing- 
ton, Brownsville,  Union  Town  and  New  Geneva,  Pa. 
and  for  distribution,  have  been  entirely  consumed. 
Their  locks  and  chains,  partly  njelted,  were  found  in  the 
wreck  of  the  boat,  on  the  falling  of  the  tide,  by  Mr.  Me 
Cahen,  chief  carrier,  and  the  proi)rietors  of  the  hotel  at 
Kaign's  Point.  Messrs.  I'aber  and  Potter,  after  a  dili- 
gent search  on  the  flats,  at  low  w.-tter,  were  vmable  to 
discover  any  of  the  lost  mails.  It  is  in)possible  to  tell 
the  extent  of  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of 
the  portmanteaus.  James  Page,  P.   M. 

Baltimore  post  office—^  P.  M.  &th  March,  1 834. 

It  would  appear  by  a  letter  just  received  by  me  frora 
Col.  Page,  i)ostmaster  of  Philadelphia,  that  all  letter 
mails  made  lip  at  this  office  for  Philadelphia  and  for  cities 
east  of  that  office,  have  been  destroyed  or  lost.  The  same 
portmanteau  conveyed  the  letter  mail  from  the  west  forci- 
ties  east  of  this.  Theietter  from  the  postmaster  of  Phila- 
delphia, with  any  other  particulars  which  may  be  receiv- 
ed, will  be  sent  to  the  Exchange  rooms,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  merchants  and  others.  J.  S.  Skinner,  P.  M. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  ■pampers  to  the  'H.lth  and  Havre  to  the  2Qth  Jan.  both 

inclusive. 

great   BRITAIN. 

The  king  was  to  open  the  approaching  session  of  parliament 
in  person.  Much  speculation  exists  in  the  money  market  in 
England,  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  crisis  in  the  United 
States,  brought  on  by  the  controversy  between  our  government 
and  the  United  States  bank.  The  general  impression  was  that 
large  importations  of  specie  from  that  country  to  this  will  be 
rendered  necessary  to  sustain  credit  here,  and  that  this  will 
produce  an  influence  on  the  exchanges  in  England. 

SPAIN. 

A  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  the  queen  and  her  regsnt 
mother,  had  been  discovered,  and  several  distinguished  persons 
arrested.  The  ciiange  in  the  ministry  is  copfirmetl,  the  liberal 
party  having  succeeded  in  obtaining  power.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  government  had  issued  ordonnancep  for  liie  im- 
mediate convocation  of  the  cortes.  Don  Carlos  was  still  in 
Portugal.  Gen.  Llander,  who  sent  so  strong  a  remonstrance  to 
the  queen,  has  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  states  that- 
all  his  hopes  have  been  realized  by  the  late  political  changes  at 
Madrid. 

PORTUGAL. 

Gen.  Saldanha  with  a  body  of  Don  Pcdro^sarmy  had  captured 
the  town  of  Ijeira;  the  entire  garrison,  comprising  1,476  men 
46  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  three  officers  and  six  cavalry  fell 
into  his  handis.  Don  Pedro's  forces  had  also  gained  an  advantage 
at  Marvao,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  Miguelites  could  nol 
hold  out  much  longer. 

FRANCE. 

Rumors  were  rife  of  the  expected  resignation  of  ministers. 
There  had  been  a  difficulty  between  the  committee  of  the  charn- 
bers  and  the  minister  of  war,  with  respect  to  the  e^tiniafea  for 
the  army,  which,  on  conference, had  been  adjusted.  The  French 
ship  of  the  line,  La  Superbe,  had  been  lost  in  the  Levant.  The 
same  letter  which  announces  this  fact,  also  states  that  the  frigate 
United  States,  commodore  Patterson,  lost  some  of  her  masts 
had  her  eoUs  torn  away  and  h«r  boats  carried  off,  and  after  be- 
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jng  nearly  embayed  off  the  coast  of  Andres,  had  been  so  fortu- 
jiate  as  to  gain  the  harbor  of  Milo.  The  papers  contain  tlie  notes 
which  passed  between  the  French  minister  J.  de  Lagrene  and 
the  Russian  minister,  Nessehode,  relative  to  the  treaty  between 
the  latter  power  and  tiie  porle.  The  French  minister  is  instruct- 
ed to  declare,  that  if  the  stipulations  of  this  act  should  lead  to 
an  aruicd  intervention  of  Russia  in  the  internal  afTairs  of  Tur- 
key, the  French  government  will  consider  itself  at  liberty  to  act 
.as  may  be  suggested  by  circumstances.  Tlie  reply  of  the  Rus- 
sian minister  denies  the  right  of  a  third  parly  to  interfere  be- 
.tvveeesa  two  independent  nations  in  their  treaty  arrangements, 
andihat,  acting  on  this  principle,  the  emperor  will  fultil  all  his 
obligations  towards  Turkey. 

—•••♦*  ®  C«"-  ■ 
TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  28.  Among  other  morning  business  attended  to, 
many  resolutions  that  had  been  laid  on  the  table  were  taken  up 
and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Poindextcr  was  then 
.taken  upj  and  discussed  for  nearly  three  hours,  in  which 
Messrs.  Poindexter,  Forsyth,  King)  Grundy,  Clay,  Black,  Moore, 
Mangum  and  White,  participated. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  [The  discugsion  was  very 
warm  and  personal,  between  Messrs.  Poindexter  and  Forsyth, 
because  of  impeachments  of  the  facts  suggested  by  the  former — 
^hich  led  to  an  apprehension  that  they  must  result  in  a  person- 
al rencontre.  But  by  the  interference  of  distinguished  friends 
of  both  parties,  the  difference  was  satisfactorily  adjusted — as  it 
should  have  been.] 

Many  bills  were  taken  up  and  considered,  and  referred  or 
passed.  After  which  the  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  when  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourn- 
ed until  Monday. 

J^arch  3.  Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  draught  of  a  memorial, 
signed  by  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Newcastle,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  praying  the  res- 
toration of  the  public  deposites,  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  permanent  esiahlishmenl  of  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency. After  stating  the  contents  of  the  memorial,  Mr.  C.  ob- 
served, that  it  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  a  delegation-com- 
posed of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability,  appointed  at  a 
Jueeting  of  the  citizens  of  that  county,  held  at  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, on  the  22d  uU.  and  represented  to  be  the  largest  as- 
semblage at  that  place  within  the  recollection  of  those  who  at- 
tended it. 

The  memorial,  said  Mr.  C.  is  signed  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
legal  voters  of  the  only  county  in  the  state  which  has  ever  ex- 
j)ressed  an  opinion,  by  a  plurality  of  votes  at  any  election,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States.  Men 
of  all  parties,  of  all  trades  and  professioiis,  of  all  the  grades  of 
life,  whether  rich  or  poor,  farmers,  manufacturers,  merchants, 
mechanics  and  laborers,  have  concurred  in  the  expression  of 
that  sentiment  which  is  now  pervading  all  the  ranks  and  class- 
es of  men  in  other  sections  of  the  union,  that  the  appropriate 
iTeufsedy  for  the  distresses  of  the  country  is  the  lestoration  of  the 
public  treasure  to  the  public  agent,  primarily  appointed  by  con- 
gress to  receive  it. 

I^.  C.  proceeded  to  speak  at  considerable  length  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  petition  and  state  of  things  in  Delaware.  He  first 
spoke  of  the  farmers,  who  had  sustained  a  loss  in  the  price  of 
corn  of25centsa  bushel — at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites it  was  70  cents,  and  expected  to  incre.ise,  it  is  now  45  cents, 
and  dull,  and  declining.  He  next  referred  to  the  manufactur- 
ers, and  said  many  were  compelled  to  receive  due  bills,  called 
♦'Jackson  money,"  payable  lour  or  five  months  after  dale, 
which  they  had  to  get  "shaved" — the  employer  having  no  other 
alternative  but  this  from  the  necessity  of  turning  his  workmen 
out  of  doors.     He  also  stated  the  following  significant  facts: 

"The  mechanics  and  merchants,  too,  have  participated  fully 
in  the  difficulties  which  embarrass  the  farmer  and  manufactur- 
er. The  effect  is  felt  of  course  with  most  severity  by  those  to 
whom  they  have  heretofore  given  employment.  To  illustrate 
the  real  stale  of  things  existing  among  the  poor,  I  will  mention 
a  single  fact  which  has  been  related  to  me  by  a  friend.  In  the 
city  [Wilmington]  where  this  memorial  originated,  there  is,  as 
in  other  large  towns  throughout  the  country,  a  savirigs^  bank,\n 
which  the  wages  of  labor  have  been  deposited.  Last  year  at 
this  season  the  deposites  for  a  month  were  about  ,f  1.200,  the 
amount  withdrawn  about  $400.  In  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  present  year  the  deposites  have  been  about  $400,  and  the 
amount  withdrawn  $3,700.  Is  the  inference  fair,  that  the  poor 
are  now  living  on  their  former  earnings,  and  that  the  laborer 
yvants  employment?" 

He  further  observed — "No,  sir,  the  hope  of  the  petitioners 
^ests  pot  on  such  as  these,  ["regiments  of  office  holders,"  &c. 
iVvhich  he  had  just  described]  hut  on  congress,  and  on  congress 
4ilone.  They  present  themselves  here,  neither  as  stockholders 
nor  as  debtors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  as  men  in  no 
manner  connected  with  the  institution,  or  subject  to  its  control. 
They  tell  yoti  in  their  memorial,  that  there  is  in  their  state  no 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the  curtail- 
ments which  their  own  slate  banks  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort to,  were  not  caused  by  any  pressure  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
^tates  upon  them,  but  by  the  general  distrust  which  the  unex- 
'pected  PMuoval  of^the  public  moneys  from  an  institution  where 
Ihey  were  advantageously  employed,  has  created  in  all  the 
£late  Uauk!?,  and  acnoy^  the  whole  co^imercial  community. 


Fully  convinced  that  this  is  the  cause  of  their  embarrassmeufir, 
they  earnestly  pray  that  the  deposites  may  be  lesloredj  and, 
without  soliciting  a  recharler  of  the  present  bank,  or  venturing 
lo  point  out  any  other  course,  they  ask  from  congress,  in  gener- 
al but  expressive  language,  the  adoption  of  some  measure  for 
the  jicrmanent  cstahliskvient  of  a  sound  currency. 

[Mr.  C.  pursued  the  subject  much  furtljer,  with  his  usual 
ability,  but  we  cannot  follow  himj.    The  memorial  was  referred. 

Mr.  Poindexter  rose  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
Irauds  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  and  having  made  a  few 
strong  remarks  on  the  matter  generally,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  recent 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  state  ©f  Mississippi  and  Alabama^ 
and  whether  the  proclamations  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  causing  the  public  lands  in  the  districts  of  country  ac- 
quired from  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  Danc- 
ing Rabbit  creek,  and  from  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  Alaba- 
ma, to  be  offered  at  public  sale,  were  issued  and  promulgated 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  prior  to  the  day  on  which  said  sales 
were  directed  lo  be  commenced  in  each  of  said  districts,  to  give 
proper  notice  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  the  days  ap- 
pointed for  said  sales. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  inquire  whether  any 
fraudulent  practices,  lo  the  injury  of  the  public  interests,  took 
place  at  said  sales  by  reasons  of  combinations  of  companies  or 
individuals,  interdicting  or  unfavorable  to  a  fair  competition  be- 
tween bidders  for  the  public  lands  offered  for  sale  in  said  dis- 
tricts; and,  if  so,  whether  the  officers  superintending  said  sales 
had  knowledge  of,  or  participated  in,  such  fraudulent  practices 
or  combinations. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  and  the  receivers  of 
public  moneys  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  ihem,  have,  in  violation  of  law  and  of  their  official 
duties,  demanded  or  accepted  a  bonus  or  premium  from  any 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  at  public  or  private 
sale,  for  the  benefit  of  such  officer  or  officers,  as  a  condition  on 
which  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  should  be  allowed  to  enter 
or  purchase  any  Iract  or  tracts  of  land  offered  for  sale  by  the 
United  Stales;  and,  also,  whether  any  register  or  receiver  as 
aforesaid  has  been  guilty  of  fraud  or  partiality  in  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  by  adopting  rules  and  regulations,  in  their  respec- 
tive offices,  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  whether  the 
public  lands,  at  any  land  office  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  have 
been  sold  otherwise  than  for  cash;  and  whether  any  register  or 
receiver  in  said  state  has,  at  any  lime,  taken  in  payment  the 
promissory  note  of  any  purchaser  or  purchasers,  bearing  an  in- 
terest to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  such  register  or  receiver. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  in  prosecution  of  said  inquiries,  the  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
examine  witnesses  before  them  on  oath,  touching  the  matters 
aforesaid. 

Mr.  Poindexter  also  offered  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  war  department  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate,  the  name  or  names  of  the 
agent  or  agents  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
to  locale  the  reservations  granted  to  individuals  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  and  also, 
copies  of  such  instructions  as  may  have  been  given  lo  the  agent 
or  agents  so  appointed;  and  of  any  correspondence  which  may 
have  taken  place  between  any  officer  in  the  department  of  war 
and  said  agent  or  agents,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  whose 
correspondence  may  be  in  the  department,  touching  the  loca- 
tion of  said  reservations,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of 
said  asent  or  agents  may  have  been  performed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  secretary  be  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  senate,  a  copy  of  the  register  of  the  names  of  such  Choc- 
taw Indians,  as  claim  reservations  of  lands,  under  the  14th  and 
19th  articles  of  said  treaty. 

Mr.  Grujidy  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  this  movement  had 
been  made.  If  any  thine  wrong  had  been  done,  he  vi'ould  be 
glad  lo  see  it  exposed.  His  object  in  rising,  was  to  ask  for  the 
printing  of  the  resolutions,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  as- 
certain whether  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  give  some  further 
instruction  to  the  committee. 

The  resolutions  calling  for  information,  were  then  considered 
and  adopted. 

The  oilier  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  "the 
friends  of  the  constitution  and  laws,"  comprising  the  farmers, 
manufacturers  and  mechanics,  laborers  in  wood,  citizens  of  the 
townships  of  Oxford,  Lower  Dublin,  Bybcrry,  Moreland,  and 
unincorporated  Northern  Liberties  of  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, condemning,  in  strong  and  emphatic  language,  the  con- 
duct of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  United  States' bank, 
as  an  act  "unwise,illegal,  vindictive,  unnecessary  and  unjust.^' 
They  suggest  various  expedients  for  redress,  and  intimate  the 
propriety  of  congress  withholding  appropriations  and  supplies 
for  certain  portions  of  the  public  service,  until  the  executive 
shall  yield  his  assent  to  other  measures  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  the  proceedings  Of  an  union  meet- 
ing (of  all  political  parties)  of  the  city  and  county  of  Lancaster 
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opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  rechar- 
tering  the  United  Slates'  banli. 

Mr.  McKean  further  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  the  township  of  Roxborough  and  town  of  Mana- 
yunk,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  restoring  the 
deposites  and  recliartering  the  United  States'  bank;  which  were 
read,  referred  to  the  committee  of  flnancc  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  chair  having  called  the  special  order,  &c.  Mr.  Chambers 
moved  that  it  might  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  French  spoliation  bill.  Mr.  Ciay  objected,  and  hoped  that 
the  subject  under  discussion  would  not  be  postponed — he  wish- 
ed it  closed,  and  thought  a  few  days  would  suffice  for  that  pur- 
pose. After  some  further  remarks.  Mr.  HiU  rose  and  made 
Bome  observations  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  on  re- 
moving the  deposites;  and  the  senate  adjourned,  (at  4  o'clock) 
before  he  had  concluded. 

March  i.  The  chair  communicated  the  proceedings  of,  and 
resolutions  adopted  at,  a  town  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  of  a 
large  number  of  its  citizens,  who  describe  themselves  friendly 
to  the  administration,  and  opposed  to  the  United  States  bank, 
but  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
as  impolitic,  unjust,  and  in  violation  of  the  public  faith;  and  as- 
cribing the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country  to  that 
measure. 

Mr.  McKean  moved  that  it  should  be  referred  and  printed; 
but  before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Clay  made  a  few,  but 
forcible  remarks  on  the  current  of  public  opinion,  &c,  and  con- 
cluded with  asking — "Would  any  one  say,  after  what  we  have 
witnessed — ruinous  scenes  of  distress,  worse  than  the  devasta- 
tions of  an  invading  army — that  we  can  get  on  without  a  na- 
tional bank?  No,  after  years  of  suffering,  gentlemen  would  get 
up  and  say,  that  their  experiment liad  not  been  worked  out,  and 
they  would  propose  a  bank  in  a  certain  street  and  in  a  certain 
city  he  had  before  named;  and  if  the  statute  of  limitation,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  as  to  political  opinions,  should  not  be  re- 
scinded, such  a  proposition  would  no  doubt  be  supported  by 
gentlemen  now  opposed  to  a  bank.  He  had  made  these  few 
observations  because  the  memorial,  coming  from  the  source  it 
4id,  was  about  to  be  referred  without  one  single  remark,  with- 
out one  single  remark,  without  one  word  expressive  of  satisfac- 
tion from  the  friends  of  the  administration." 

Mr.  McKean  spoke  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  as  gentle- 
men of  the  highest  respectability,  &c.  Mr.  Grundy  then  made 
a  few  remarks,  shewitsg  his  preference  for  Philadelphia,  as  the 
seat  of  the  national  bank,  if  such  an  institution  shall  be  conti- 
nued.   The  petition  was  then  referred,  &c. 

When  the  chair  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of 
Ciiester  county,  Pa.  as  noticed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
{K3use — 

Mr.  McKean  said,  that,  while  he  did  not  doubt  the  existence 
of  pecuniary  embarrassments  and  distress  in  the  country;  on  the 
contrary,  believing  it  to  exist  to  some  extent— he  did  not  feel 
himself  compelled  to  express  his  entire  satisfaction  in  all  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  his  friend  from  Kentucky.  The  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  memorials  had  been  well  described  by  the 
gentleman,  and  the  senate  had,  no  doubt,  been  better  entertain- 
ed by  hearing  them  read,  than  by  any  remarks  he  could  make. 
He  moved  thai  the  memorials  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  printed;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  28th  ult.  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  public  de- 
posites from  the  Planters'  bank  at  Natchez. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  department,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  28th  ult.  enclosing  copies  of 
statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  from 
August,  1833,  to  February,  1834,  inclusive. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  postmaster  general,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  December  last. 

All  of  which,  without  reading,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  fiom  the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject was  referred,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
of  the  hon.  ^.  ilo66ins,  and  the  memorial  of  the  hon.  JS.  R. 
Potter. 

[The  report  gives  the  right  of  the  seat  to  Mr.  Robbins.  Mr. 
Wright,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  said  he  should  present  a 
counter  leport,  when  he  could  obtain  possession  of  the  papers, 
&e.  After  considerable  debate  on  the  order  of  proceeding,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  very  long,  and  occupied 
about  an  hour  in  the  reading.] 

After  some  other  business,  Mr.  Hill  continued  and  conclud- 
ed his  remarks,  and  then  the  senate,  after  spending  some  time 
in  executive  business,  adjourned. 

March  5.  Mr.  Preston  presented  the  credentials  of  JBcnjamin 
Watkins  Leigh,  elected  a  senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  hon.  William  C.  Rives.  Mr.  Leigh  was  qualified  and  took 
Iiis  seat. 

After  some  other  proceedings,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consi- 
der the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Poindexter  on  Monday  last, 
which  after  several  verbal  amendments  were  severally  adopted. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  to  adopt  the  following  as  a  sixth  resolution, 
but  subsequently  withdrew  his  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  before  they  proceed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  any  register  or  receiver  of  t^e  public  moneys 


at  any  land  office  in  the  United  States,  make  out  a  specification 
of  charges  and  facts  which  the  conmiittee  believe  to  be  true, 
and  into  which  they  shall  be  of  opinion  an  inquiry  ought  to  be 
made;  that  they  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  such  register  or 
receiver,  who  shall  have  the  privilege  to  produce  before  the 
committee  such  testimony  in  his  favor  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March  6.  Many  petitions  were  presented  this  day,  and  one  by 
Mr.  Wright,  from  316  respectable  citizens  of  Buffalo,  praying 
for  a  restoration  of  the  depositee. 

The  senate  attended  to  a  good  deal  of  local  and  private  b.us^- 
ness  this  day,  and  spent  some  time  in  secret  sessicu. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESEN'TATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb,  28.  This  day  is  given  up  to  the  consideration  of 
private  business — but  among  the  morning  proceedings — 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  plan,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill,  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  government. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  McDuffie  requested  Mr.  S»  to  withdraw  his  moUon;  but 
he  declined  doing  so. 

Mr.  Conner  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  pre- 
liminary question  of  consideration;  which  were  ordered  and 
taken,  as  follows: 

For  the  consideration  69 — against  it  115.  [And  so  the  conside- 
ration was  refused,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  voted 
with  the  majority — his  object  being  to  put  the  matter  at  rest.] 

Other  things  being  attended  to,  the  house  proceeded  to  tlie 
order  of  the  day,  and  ordered  a  number  of  private  bills  to  a  third 
reading,  &c.  that  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur  remaining  as  it 
was,  after  considerable  discussion.    Adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday^  March  3.  This  being  petition-day,  as  soon  as  ilxe 
journal  was  read — 

Mr.  Heister  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  I  have  had  trans- 
mitted to  me,  for  presentation  to  this  house,  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  held  on  the  22d  ult.  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania. On  the  authority  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability,  I  lake  occasion  to  stale,  that  it  was  a  meet- 
ing as  numerously  attended  as  any  ever  held  in  that  populous 
and  highly  favored  agricultural  county;  that  it  was  principally 
composed  of  the  bone  and  suicw,  the  yeomanry  and  business-men 
of  the  country.;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  further,  that  the 
'  meeting  t<>as,  as  it  purports  to  have  been,  a  "union  meeting,^* 
composed  of  a  very  respectable  proportion  of  the  original,  and 
many  of  the  continued  friends  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
down  to  the  time  of  his  unfortunate  interference  with,  and  direc- 
tion of,  and  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  which,  in  one  of 
the  resolutions,  is  so  justly  characterized  "as  an  act  in  itself  un- 
wise, the  effect  not  having  Ijeen  duly  considered,  not  called  for 
by  the  exigency  of  the  timcp,  adverse  to  the  real  interests  of  tlie 
county,  and  derogatory  to  the  national  character  of  the  United 
States." 

On  this  all  important  and  interesting  subjecl,  I  have  not,  for 
one  moment,  doubted  what  course,  not  only  the  interests  of  my 
immediate  constituents,  but  the  great  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  required  me,  as  an  humble  member  of  this  honorable 
body,  to  pursue;  and  it  is  no  small  gratification  to  me  to  be  so 
strongly  and  creditably  sustained  in  what  I  had  conscientiously 
conceived  to  be  my  duty. 

Mr.  H.  made  many  other  remarks,  against  the  "experiments^ 
that  was  now  going  on,  Stc.  and  stated  that  the  memorials  now 
presented  by  him  were  signed  by  2,840  citizens  of  Lancaster 
county,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  a,nd  a  rechar- 
ter  of  the  bank. 

Many  petitions  praying  for  a  restoraiien  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
were  also  presented 

By  Mr.  Potts,  from  the  people  of  Chester  county,  Pa.  The  num- 
ber of  the  names  is  not  given,  but  Mr.  P.  said  that  in  some  of 
the  townships,  they  had  been  signed  by  every  voter,  four  or  five 
persons  excepted,  and  without  regard  to  party. 

By  the  speaker,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  friendly  to  the 
administration,  but  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

By  Mr.  Wagener,  from  250  citizens  of  Northampton  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Binney,  from  1,700  citizens  of  the  same  county; 

By  Mr.  Harper,  from  the bank,  Philadelphia; 

By  Mr.  Sutherland,  from  a  great  meeting  at  Roxbury,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Denny,  from  the  bank  of  Pittsburg; 

By  the  same  from  the  borough  of  Alleghany; 

By  Mr.  King,  from  Schuylkill  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Watmough,  two  memorials  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  (his  own)  of  Pennsylvania — one  from  the  mecha- 
nics and  working  men  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  the  other  from 
the  farmers,  manufacturers,  &c.  of  several  townships  in  Phila- 
delphia county,  &c. 

By  Mr.  Milli^an,  from  New  Castle  county,  Delaware,  signed 
by  nearly  1,700  citizens,  a  majority  of  all  the  voters  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Gordon  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Petitions  against  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  were  presented 

By  Mr.  King,  from  Schuylkill  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Sutherland,  signed  by  4,000  working  men  of  the  3d 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  McKim,  from  3,624  persons  of  Baltimore.  [On  most  of 
the  "presentations  of  petitions  somo  remarks  were  oftered— we 
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cannot  give  them  at  length,  unless  they  were  very  brief,  but 
shall  take  a  rapid  view  of  the  aiot; t  nidlerial  things  wliich  hap- 
pened this  day.] 

Mr.  Potts  spoke  at  considerable  length  of  the  force  and  una- 
nimity of  the  resolutions,  &c.  adopted  in  Cliester  county,  by 
persons  of  all  parties,  &,e.  and  said  that  the  time  had  come  when 
freemen  must  prove  their  title  to  that  name,  or  lose  it  forever. 

Mr.  Sutherland  as  well  as  Mr.  Harper,  spoke  decidedly  in  fa- 
vor of  the  character  of  those  friends  of  the  administration,  in 
Philadelphia,  who  petitioned  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 
When  Mr.  SulkerLand  presented  the  petition  signed  by  "4,000 
working  men"  of  the  '3d  congressional  district  of  Per>nsylvania. 
Mr.  Watmough,  (whose  district  it  is)  expressed  much  surprize 
— seeing  that  ho  iield  other  memorials  of  an  opposite  nature, 
&c.  It  was  ordered  that  the  names  should  be  prijited  with  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  Milligan  on  presenting  the  petition  from  New  Castle 
county,  spoke  highly  of  the  signers  and  of  the  committee  charg- 
ed with  its  delivery  at  Washington,  and  entered  warmly,  and 
at  much  length,  into  the  general  merits  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  McKim  said — I  am  requested  to  present  two  memorials, 
signed  by  3,624  citizens  of  Baltimore  statiug  that  they  approve 
of  the  course  of  the  administration  in  rchition  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  the  charier  of  said  bank  may 
Dot  be  renewed.  I  shall  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  house,  by  detailing  the  various  trades  and  professions  of 
the  signers  to  this  u)emorial;  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to 
say,  that  they  am  American  freemen,  and  as  such,  entitled  to  be 
heard,  and  to  have  equal  weight  and  consideration,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  as  to  any  memorial  yet  presented  to  this 
house. 

Mr.  Gordon  when  presenting  the  Virginia  resolutions,  very 
earnestly  supported  the  principles  stated  in  them,  and  warmly 
reprobated  the  seizure  of  the  public  purse  by  the  president. 
Mr.  Patton,  in  reply,  defended  the  president,  and  warmly  at- 
tacked the  governor  of  Virginia  because  he  had  enclosed  the  re- 
solutions in  the  following  letter,  in  which  he  insisted  that  he 
(the  governor)  had  travelled  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty: 

Virginia,  executive  department,  Feb.  13, 1834. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  general  assembly 
of  the  commonwealth,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  transmit  to 
you  the  accompanying  resolutions  adopted  by  that  body,  disap- 
proving of  the  recent  act  of  the  president,  in  withdrawing  and 
withholding  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  where  they  had 
been  placed  by  law. 

This  dangerous  and  alarming  assumption  of  power  has  al- 
ready inflicted  deep  and  lasting  injury  upon  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth,  which  your  efforts  and  exertions  in  the  con- 
gress ot  the  United  States,  it  is  hoped,  will  aid  in  alleviating  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  restraining  the  disposition  which  the 
president  has  manifested  to  extend  his  official  authority  beyond 
its  just  and  proper  limits,  which  he  has  so  clearly  manifested 
in  his  recent  interference  with  the  treasury  department  of  the 
federal  government. 
I  am  sir,  with  respectful  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLOYD. 
Tuesday,  March  4.     Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  giving  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  pub- 
he  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  the  memorial 
of  the  bank,  and  various  other  papers  on  the  same  general  sub- 
ject, made  a  report:     He  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  its  con- 
sideration postponed  to  to  morrow  week. 
Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report. 
Mr.  Mcbuffie  objected. 

.  The  chair  decided  that  it  was  the  right  of  a  member  to  have 
Bny  paper  read  when  first  presented  to  the  house. 

Mr.  McDuffic  moved  that  the  readinti  be  dispensed  with. 
The  chair  pronounced  that  motion  out  of  order;  as  the  read- 
ing was  of  right. 

Mr.  Hardin  remonstrated  against  the  unnecessary  consump- 
tion of  lime  in  reading  a  long  report,  and  probably  a  counter  re- 
port, both  of  which  would  be  immediately  printed. 

Mr.  Oay  said  that  he  wished  the  reading,  because  he  meant 
to  follow  it  by  a  motion  for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  would  vote  for  the  extra  number  without 
the  reading. 

The  c/iair  slated,  at  length,  why  he  had  decided  that  the  read- 
ing was  of  right,  when  called  for,  and  then  said 

The  report  must  therefore  be  read,  if  desired  by  the  member 
from  Alabama. 

The  house  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  speaker,  and  the 
paper  was  ordered  to  be  read. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  then  commenced,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded some  time;  when 

Mr.  Clay  stating  it  to  be  his  understanding  that  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  the  report, 
withdrew  his  call  for  the  reading:  and  it  was  thereupon  sus 
pended;  but,  at  the  request  of  a  member,  the  resolutions  with 
which  the  report  closed  were  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  rechartered. 

•2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restor- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolued,  That  tiie  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as 
the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
4ieu,tfor  congress  ,io  roake  further  provi.siou  by  law,  prescribiiiji 


the  mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  aud  the  aiasH 
ner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  U.  Slates, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  ai 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated;  and,  also,  what 
corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whe- 
ther it  has  used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whe- 
ther it  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money, 
in  producing  the  existing  pressure;  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  cor- 
ruptions or  mal  practices  have  existed  in  the  management  of 
said  bank;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses^ 
on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  ami 
branches,  and  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation,  together 
with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  e-arly  a  day  as  praeticar- 
ble. 

M.  McDuffie  asked  whether  it  would  be  ia  order,  at  this  time, 
to  move  an  amendment  to  these  resolutions. 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative,  as  the  question  before  the 
house  was  on  the  postponemeiU. 

Mr.  McDuffie  then  requested  Mr.  Poik  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion; but  he  declined. 

Mr.  Wilde  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  a 
reference  of  the  report  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union? 

The  chair  replied  that  the  qoeslion  of  postponement  had  pre- 
cedence. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  postponement  and  carried — an(3 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Binney  presented  to  the  house  a  report  from  the  minority 
of  the  coinruittee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  same  subject,  anfi 
moved  that  it  receive  the  same  destination  with  the  last  paper; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  of  both  reports  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  there  be  50,000; 
but  it  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Reed  then  moved  20,000;  bnt  this  was  also  negatived. 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Maine,  tnoved  15,000. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  printing  of  so  great  a 
number  of  a  report  calculated,  as  this  is,  to  extend  the  existing 
panic,  by  tending  to  create  a  wrong  belief,  that  no  adequate 
substitute  for  the  existing  United  Slates'  bank  can  be  created. 
He  contended  that  the  people  would  not,  as  they  consulted  ihei-r 
own  and  the  general  good,  place  reliance  upon  a  local  currency 
that  would  eventually  operate  as  a  severe  tax  upon  the  indus- 
try of  the  country.  He  thought  that  the  committee  should  have 
shown  and  recommended  a  suitable  and  proper  substitute  for 
the  general  good,  when  it  is  determined  the  existing  corporatiori 
bank  shall  cease.  He  would  oppose  the  printing  of  so  man^y 
thousands  of  a  report  that  could  not  fail  to  extend  the  existing 
want  of  confidence,  and  consequently  increase  the  existing  em- 
barrassment of  the  country.  He  would  return  it  with  instruc- 
tions to  the  committee,  or  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

[The  speaker  here  informed  the  member  from  Indiana  that  ii. 
was  not  in  order  to  debate  the  merits  of  the  question.] 
The  motion  for  printing  15,000  copies  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilde  wished  to  move  that  an  amendment  be  printed, 
which  he  desired  to  offer  when  the  subject  came  up^  (the  same 
in  substance  as  the  second  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay^s  motion  in 
the  senate,  viz:  that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  are  unsatisfactory  am! 
insufiicient),  but  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
to  receive  Mr.  Wilde^s  motion. 
After  some  other  business  the  house  adjourned. 
Wednesday,  March  5.    Levi  Lincoln,  member  elect  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, vice  John  Davis,  resigned,  appeared,  was  sworn  and 
took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended 
in  order  to  resume  the  calling  of  petitions  suspended  on  Mon- 
day last. 

Memorials  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  were 
presented  as  follows: 

From  Wheeling,  Virginia,  signed  by  500  citizens — from  Fay- 
etteville.  North  Carolina — from  Norfolk,  Virginia — from  Augus- 
ta Georgia,  signed  by  400  persons — from  Salem,  Kentucky — from 
Union,  Boone  county,  Kentucky — two  from  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, signed  by  upwards  of  1,000  inhabitants — from  Madison, 
Indiana — ftom  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  signed  by  1,920 
persons — from  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  in  Cabarruis  county,  North  Carolina,  of  the  same  te- 
nor as  the  above  n)emorials. 

MtMuorials  approving  of  the  ronmval  of  the  deposites  were 
presented  as  follows: 

From  Zanesville  and  Norwich,  Oliio — from  Chalauque  coun- 
ty, New  York,  signed  by  570  inhabitants. 
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Mr.  Pope  presented  a  petition  in  relation  to  tlie  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal. 

Mr.  Foster  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  presented  a  number  of  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  house  then  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  March  6.  Mr.  J.  Q,.  Adams  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution,  which  being  objected  to,  the  rule  was  suspended  by 
the  house,  and  the  resolution  was  otTered,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
j)ort  to  tliis  house  a  statement  of  all  the  sums  denominated  in 
the  treasury  accounts  unavailable  funds;  specifically  designat- 
ing the  several  banks,  or  individuals,  indebted  to  the  treasury 
therefor;  the  time  when  each  debt  first  became  due;  the  time 
when  failure  of  payment  thereof  first  occurred;  the  security,  if 
any,  which  the  public  have  for  payment  thereof  at  any  time, 
and  the  prospect  of  such  eventual  payment. 

This  resolve,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  house,  lies  on  the 
table  for  one  day. 

The  commutation  pension  bill  was  discussed— but  nothing 
important  transacted  this  day. 

MR.  HEATH'S  SPEECH 

IN   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Heath,  in  presenting  a  memorial,  from  a  numerous  body 
of  citizens  in  Baltimore,  condemning  the  removal  of  the  public 
tleposites,  said,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
<lressing  a  few  remarks  to  the  house  on  this  subject. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  memorial  which  had  been  entrusted 
to  his  care,  it  was  signed  by  upwards  of  three  thousand  indivi- 
duals of  all  classes  and  without  distinction  of  party.  It  includ- 
ed the  whole  of  the  commercial,  trading  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  that  portion  of  the  community  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nor to  represent.  Among  other  names  of  high  respectability, 
were  to  be  found  several  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland,  a  bank  which  had  been  selected  by  the  administra- 
tion as  a  place  of  deposite  forthe  public  moneys — together  with 
the  presidents,  cashiers  and  diiectors  of  several  other  banks  in 
Baltimore.  The  memorial  in  fact,  contained  scarcely  a  single 
name  that  was  not  well  known  for  integrity  and  moral  worth. 
He  would  confidently  appeal  to  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
McKim)  who,  he  was  sure,  would  at  all  times  be  found  ready 
to  testify  to  the  high  standing,  intelligence,  enterprise  and  ta- 
lents of  the  citizens  of  the  district  which  he,  (Mr.  H.)  had  the 
honor  to  represent.  He  said  it  with  pride,  and  yet  with  confi- 
dence, that  there  was  no  city  in  this  great  union,  possessed 
men  more  ardent  for  their  country's  welfare,  more  able  to  sus- 
tain her  glory  and  honor,  or  more  free  from  the  trammels  of 
party  prejudice,  than  the  city  of  Baltimore.  In  commercial  en- 
terprise and  in  the  rigid  fulfilment  of  engagements,  her  citizens 
yielded  to  none,  and  it  was  a  memorial  signed  by  such  men,  he 
now  presented  to  the  house. 

He  was  well  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  oath  taken  by  him  as 
a  member  of  that  house,  and  he  was  not  the  less  aware  that 
neither  that  oath,  nor  the  constitution  of  his  country,  which  he 
had  so  solemnly  sworn  to  maintain,  recognized  any  party  feel- 
ing or  party  prejudice.  But  he  could  not  help  expressing  his 
astonishment  and  regret  to  observe  that  too  many  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  house  upon  this  vital  ques- 
tion, had  manifested  a  warmth  of  party  feeling  little  consistent 
with  the  character  of  the  deliberative  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple, [n  saying  thus  much,  he  wished  not  to  be  understood  as 
meaning  to  reflect  personally,  upon  the  line  of  conduct,  any 
other  member  might  have  deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue.  For 
himself,  he  could  solemnly  and  conscienciously  aver,  that  when 
he  first  entered  the  door  of  that  hall,  he  entered  it  divested  of 
the  remotest  principle  of  party  feeling  or  party  prejudice.  He 
entered  it  as  an  Aujerican  freeman,  to  exercise  the  right  be- 
stowed upon  a  free  representative  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
people,  resolved  to  act  for  his  country  and  his  country  only.  It 
was  these  views  and  these  feelings  that  should  alone  bias  the 
course  he  intended  to  adopt. 

It  has  been  said  upon  that  floor  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  its  charter.  If  so,  the 
law  had  provided  an  ample  remedy,  and  he  thought  that  reme- 
dy should  have  been  first  applied.  He  would  not  that  the  writ 
of  scire /acias  should  have  been  withheld  one  hour  after  the  de- 
linquency had  been  proved.  We  have  been  told  that  the  bank 
had  made  use  of  their  funds  for  electioneering  and  other  illegal 
purposes.  It  might  be  so,  but  he  would  ask,  was  not  the  same 
to  be  apprehended  from  liie  state  banks?  Had  they  not  the 
same  means,  the  same  ability,  the  same  end  to  answer,  and 
what  proof  was  there  that  they  wo>ild  be  more  immaculate  than 
this  chartered  institution?  He  called  upon  every  member  of 
that  house  to  divest  himself  of  party  feeling — he  called  upon 
them  in  the  name  of  their  constituents  and  of  their  country  to 
do  so,  and  he  would  ask,  if  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  hearts  in  the  presence  of  their  God,  and  reconcile  it  to 
their  conscience  in  considering  a  question  of  this  important 
character  upon  party  principles?  Had  the  guilt  of  the  bank 
been  established?  Were  all  the  charges  brought  ngainst  that 
institution  made  out?  He  had  not  sr^een  them.  The  public, 
liowever,  did  know  something  about  the  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  he  would  briefly  enumerate  what  that  was. 

The  bank  had  acted  as  the  faithful  r.^ent  of  the  government 
fcr  a  period  of  scvcfiteGn  years,  during  which  time  it  had  paid 


to  that  government  from  six  to  seven  per  cent,  annually.  It 
had  disbursed  all  the  draughts  made  upon  it  by  government, 
and  distributed  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  free  of  charge 
and  free  of  risk  throughout  every  state  and  territory  of  the 
union.  Nor  had  the  country  been  a  loser  to  the  amount  of  one 
solitary  cent  in  any  of  these  great  transactions.  These  were 
facts  known  to  the  world,  and  in  the  face  of  them  he  would 
ask,  if  it  were  good  policy  to  withdraw  the  funds  from  an  insti- 
tution like  this,  and  scatter  them  over  the  country,  scarce  any 
one  knew  where?  To  take  them  out  of  vaults  over  which  the 
government  had  con)plete  control,  and  place  them  where  it  had 
none.  To  remove  them  from  a  bank  in  which  they  appointed 
directors  of  their  own,  and  deposite  them  in  others,  in  not  one 
of  which  they  had  the  power  of  appointing  a  single  director,  or 
a  prospect  of  receiving  one  cent  of  interest  for  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

Of  one  thing  the  country  had  hitherto  been  assured,  that 
whatever  might  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  United  States' 
bank  in  regard  to  other  matters,  the  public  money  was  at  least 
safe  in  its  vaults,  which  was  more  than  they  could  assure  them- 
selves of  at  this  time.  He  greatly  feared  that  it  would  be  found 
in  perhaps  not  a  few  of  them,  when  the  people  called  for  their 
money,  that  more  than  one  hole  had  existed  through  which 
the  deposites  had  escaped,  never  more  to  be  recovered.  He 
should  be  happy  if  his  fears  were  groundless,  but  from  what  he 
knew  he  could  augur  nothing  better. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  been  sent  to  that  house  not  as  a  partisan, 
nor  upon  party  feelings,  but  as  a  free  and  independent  Ameri- 
can citizen,  who  would  never  bend  his  neck  to  the  collar  nor  to 
the  yoke.  He  stood  before  that  house  with  the  proud  con- 
sciousness of  possessing  a  character  that  had  never  been  known 
to  swerve  from  duty.  This  was  perhaps  much  to  say,  but  he 
would  appeal  to  those  who  had  long  known  him,  and  there 
were  some  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  for  the  truth  of  this 
declaration.  It  was  the  duty  he  owed  his  constituents  and  hia 
country,  that  impelled  him  to  the  course  he  should  pursue  on 
this  question.  It  was  with  pain  that  he  found  himself  arrayed 
against  the  course  of  the  present  executive,  for  he  would  say 
that  general  Jackson  had  not  a  more  ardent,  zealous  or  sincere 
friend  on  this  fioor  that  he  had  been.  The  whole  of  (Mr.  H's.) 
public  lite  would  attest  the  truth  of  this.  He  had  uniformly 
supported  all  his  measures,  and  had  the  greatest  confidence  in 
his  integrity.  He  would  say  more,  he  was  still  his  friend  and 
admirer,  and  happy  should  he  be  if  he  could  add,  he  was  still 
his  advocate.  His  duty  impelled  him  to  an  opposite  course, 
and  the  period  had  not  yet  arrived  in  this  country  when  an 
American  citizen  dared  not  differ  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  any  matter  brought  before  congress  or  the  pub- 
lic. He  was  not  prepared  to  receive  either  the  collar  or  the 
yoke.  He  could  not  help  expressing  his  regret  that  such  terms 
were  drawn  from  him,  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  partizans  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  on  that  floor,  and  ask  them 
if  instead  of  sending  a  message  announcing  the  withdrawal  of 
the  deposites  l"rom  the  United  States'  bank,  he  had  thought  fit 
to  send  a  message  directing  them  to  be  restored,  whether  they 
would  not  have  lifted  their  voices  highly  and  as  loudly  in  favor 
of  their  return  as  they  had  done  in  support  of  their  removal. 
He  was  firmly  of  opinion  they  would  have  done  so. 

The  s/)caAer  called  the  honorable  member  to  order.  Remarks 
of  that  character,  impugning  the  motives  of  members  of  the 
house,  could  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Heath  hoped  he  should  be  excused  if  he  had  not  confined 
himself  within  the  strict  rules  of  debate,  since  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  addressed  that  honorable  assembly.  He  ad- 
mitted HE  WAS  NOT  YET  CONVERSANT  WITH  THE  RULES  OF 
ORDER,  AS  TECHNICALLY  UNDERSTOOD  HERE;  BUT  HE  HAD 
BEEN     ALWAYS     TAUGHT     TO     BELIEVE    THAT   TRUTH    WAS    IN 

ORDER  WHENEVER  IT  WAS  SPOKEN.  He  Said  he  should  not 
detain  the  house  with  any  further  observations,  but  would  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 

The  clerk  read  the  memorial;  and 

Mr.  Heath  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  thecommittee  of  ways 
and  means  and  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

—•»►«■©  @  S(i>i. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  RIVES. 

Washington,  February  22d,  1834. 
To  the  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  conimunication  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Virginia,  which  I  pray  you  to  have  the  good- 
ness to  lay  before  the  house  of  df  legates. 

I  avail  myself,  with  great  pleasure,  of  the  occasion  lo  offer 
you  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  I  am  your  fellow  citizen  and  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Washington,  S2(f  February,  1S34. 
To  the  sjicakers  and  memlers  of  loth  houses  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Virginia. 
I  yesterday  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolutions  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Virginia,  adopted  on  the  11th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States;  and  have  considered  them  with  all  the  re- 
spectful attention  duf  to  tlio  high  source  from  which  they  ema- 
nate, as  well  as  to  the  unusual  gravity  of  the  matters  which 
they  concern.  Under  a  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  of  the  re- 
presentative to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  his  con- 
stituents; or  otherwise,  to  surrender  the   trust  committed  to 
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bim,  (which  la  justly  regarded  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our 
institutions),  I  have  anxiously  sought  the  line  of  duiy^  which 
Ihe  occasion  made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  pursue. 

A  full  and  unreserved  execution  of  the  opinions  of  the  general 
assembly,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  permitted  it,  is  the 
alternative  I  should  greatly  have  preferred,  as  more  consonant, 
as  well  to  my  own  feelings  and  inclinations,  as  to  the  deference 
entertained  for  the  general  assembly  itself.  Knowing  no  ob- 
ject more  worthy  the  ambition  of  her  sons  than  to  represent  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  Stales  the  ancient  and  honorable 
commonwealth  which  has  given  me  birth,  and  to  whose  favor  1 
am  indebted  for  whatever  of  consideration  I  may  have  acquired 
amongst  my  fellow  citizens,  I  have  earnestly  wished  to  adopt 
that  alternative,  which  would  leave  me  still,  where  it  has  been 
my  pride  to  be  employed — in  her  service.  But  the  resolutions 
of  the  general  assembly  render  this  course,  however,  gratifying 
it  would  be,  impossible.  Had  those  resolutions  instructed  me 
to  vote  for  or  against  a  specific  legislative  act,  whatever  different 
opinions  I  might  have  formed  in  my  own  imperfect  judgment  of 
the  expediency  of  the  measure,  I  should  have  felt  no  hesitation 
in  executing  the  instruction,  and  giving  the  vote  required.  But, 
in  the  present  instance,  the  instruction  requires  "the  senators  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  adoption  by  congress  of 
proper  measures  for  restoring  the  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,"  &c.  leaving  it  to  be  inferred  from  the  pre- 
vailing spirit  and  tenor  of  the  resolutions  only,  what  measures 
might  be  deemed  by  the  general  assembly  to  be  proper  to  that 
end. 

The  very  general  terms  thus  adopted  by  the  legislature,  have 
made  it  my  duty  carefully  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  resolu- 
tions for  the  indications  they  furnish  of  its  views  in  that  re- 
spect. The  1st  resolution,  I  find,  declares,  "the  recent  act  of 
the  president  exerting  a  control,  &.c.  to  be  a  dangerous  and 
alarming  usurpation  of  power,  by  that  officer,  which  cannot  he 
too  strongly  condemned,^'  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  a  de- 
claration to  that  effect  by  congress  was  among  the  measures 
deemed  proper  by  the  general  assembly,  and  in  which  the  se- 
nators of  Virginia  were  instructed  to  co-operate  in  order  to  ef- 
fect a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States.  This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the  only 
measures  proposed,  or  likely  to  be  proposed  in  the  senate,  with 
a  view  to  that  object,  are  two  declaratory  resolutions,  moved 
by  an  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  the  first  of  which  con 
tains  the  declaration  of  an  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  as- 
sumption of  power  by  the  president,  in  substantially  the  same 
language  as  that  of  the  1st  resolution  of  the  general  assembly; 
and  the  other  declares  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  be  unsatisfac- 
tory and  insufficient. 

The  last  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  assigning  his  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance 
of  the  senate.  That  committee  after  a  detailed  examination  of 
the  reasons  of  the  secretary,  and  pronouncing  them  successive- 
ly to  be  irrelevant,  insufficient  and  unfounded, conclude  their 
report,  not  with  a  bill  or  joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses,  di- 
recting the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  but  simply  with  a  re- 
commendation that  the  senate  adopt  the  declaratory  resolution 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  The  chairman  of  the  committee, 
moreover,  distinctly  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  senate,  that  a 
mere  declaration  by  congress  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  all  that  was  deem- 
ed necessary  to  effect  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  the  act  of 
the  secretary  on  the  subject  being  considered  by  the  committee 
as  provisional  only.  Similar  views  had  also  been  intimated  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolutions;  and  that  such  is  now  the  settled 
plan  of  those  in  congress  who  advocate  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, there  is  not  in  my  mind,  judging  from  the  facts  I  have 
stated  and  other  concurring  circumstances,  the  slightest  room 
for  doubt. 

The  measures,  then,  and  the  only  measures  on  which  I  should 
fee  called  to  carry  into  eflTect  the  instructions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, are  the  two  resolutions  referred  to  and  now  depending 
before  the  senate.  These  resolutions  contain  nothing  h [it  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  ;  the  1st.  as  already  mentioned,  declaring 
that  the  act  of  the  president  in  dismissing  one  secretary,  and  ap- 
pointing another,  was,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  an 
unconstitutional  and  dangerous  assumption  of  power;  the  '2d, 
that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  were  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory. 
On  both  of  these  propositions,  after  the  most  careful  and  anx- 
ious reflection  I  was  capable  of  bestowing  on  the  subject,  \  had 
formed  opposite  opinions,  which  I  had  already  expressed  and 
maintained  on  the  floor  of  the  senate.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
now  apparent,  and  not  to  be  questioned,  that  the  views  express- 
ed by  the  general  assembly  are  in  perfect  concurrence  with  the 
resolutions  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  pending  before  the 
senate.  I  am  placed,  therefore,  by  the  instructions  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  in  this  dilemma— either  to  vote  for  the  resolutions 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  and  thereby  adopt  as  my  own, 
opinions  which  I  not  only  do  not  entertain,  but  which  had  al- 
ready been  repudiated  by  me  in  the  most  solemn  form  ;  or,  by 
voting  against  them,  to  oppose  the  only  measures  likely  to  come 
before  the  senate  for  a  restoration  of  the  depositee,  and  thus  ap 
pear  in  the  attitude  of  disregarding  and  thwarting  the  declared 
wishes  of  the  general  assembly.  The  first  branch  of  the  alter- 
native, the  just  and  correct  feelings  of  the  general  assembly, 
will,  r  am  persuaded,  at  once  put  aside  as  entirely  inadmissible, 


while  the  latter  is  no  less  repelled  on  my  part  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
and  an  honorable  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  me. 

The  only  course,  then,  left  to  me,  recognizing  as  I  do  the  fun- 
damental obligations  growing  out  of  the  relation  of  representa- 
tive and  constituent,  and  which  constitute  the  vital  principle  of 
the  republican  system,  is,  by  resigning  the  trust  with  which  I 
have  been  heretofore  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  general 
assembly,  to  enable  them  to  confer  it  on  another,  who  can  better 
carry  their  views  and  opinions  into  effect.  I  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
that  if  I  had  been  called  on  to  vote  for  a  specific  legislative  act, 
however  it  might  have  been  my  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  general  assembly  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  act,  I 
should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  the  vote  required.  But,  aa 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  I  am  placed,  the  views  of  the 
general  assembly  can  be  carried  into  effect  only  by  my  concur- 
ring in  the  declaration  of  opinions  which,  as  already  remarked, 
I  not  only  do  not  entertain,  but  the  opposite  of  which  [  have 
earnestly  asserted  and  maintained.  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  I 
trust,  in  supposing  that  there  is  no  principle  of  obligation  or  pro- 
priety on  which  I  could  be  expected  or  required  to  do  an  act  in- 
volving equal  violence  to  character  and  conscience.  I  have 
thought  it,  on  the  contrary,  more  consistent  with  the  wishes 
and  intentions  of  the  general  assembly,  as  well  as  with  my  own 
character,  to  resign  into  their  hands,  as  I  now  respectfully  do, 
the  office  of  senator  of  Virginia  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  has  been,  and  would  have  continued  to  be,  my 
highest  pride  to  hold,  so  long  as  I  could  do  so  with  honor. 

To  this  communication,  I  beg  leave  to  add  the  expression  of 
the  dutiful  and  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  am, 
your  fellow  citizen  and  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES.   ' 

Mr.  Rives,  on  the  21st  Feb.  addressed  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  "  Richmond  Enquirer,"  from  which,  in  justice  to  him,  we 
make  the  following  extracts: 

"I  am  sorry  that  my  friends  should,  for  a  moment,  have  given 
any  sort  of  credit  to  the  rumor  that  I  am  going  into  the  cabinet. 
There  is  not,  my  dear  sir,  the  slightest  foundation  for  this  rumor; 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  and  to  assure  all  my  friends,  that 
no  earthly  considerations  would  induce  me,  standing  in  the  po- 
sition I  now  do,  to  lake  an  executive  appointment.  Whatever 
other  denunciations  may  be  poured  out  against  me,  no  suspi- 
cion shall  rest  upon  the  purity  of  my  motives  in  the  course 
which,  from  the  deepest  conviction,  I  have  pursued  here.  I 
shall  throw  myself  fearlessly  upon  the  people  of  Virginia,  to  sus- 
tain and  vindicate  the  principles  I  have  contended  for  in  their 
name.  I  go  at  once  into  private  life,  to  co-operate,  neverthe- 
less, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  princi- 
ples which  haveheretofore  been  cherished  by  Virginia, and  with 
the  distinct  understanding,  that  I  invoke  the  judgment  of  the 
people  in  the  coming  elections.  The  issue  will  thus  be  joined 
with  our  adversaries  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  and  in  the 
way  best  calculated  to  arouse  the  vigilance  of  the  people  in  the 
selection  of  their  representatives." 

"  I  shall  go  upon  the  republican  principle  which  we  have  al- 
ways recognised  in  Virginia,  to  obey  or  resign;  and  my  resigna- 
tion, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  will  be  the  most  une- 
quivocal recognition  I  could  make  of  the  anthority  of  the  legis- 
lature. Be  assured,  I  shall  give  no  countenance  to  the  sophism 
of  Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  that  the  senator  must 
look  to  the  people  and  not  to  the  legislature — a  principle  which 
opens  the  widest  door  for  the  evasion  of  all  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  the  senators  of  the  United  States." 

LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

governor's  message. 
Read  in  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  Feb.  26, 1834. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  Recent  events  have  produced  a  change  in  the 
pecuniary  relations  of  the  commonwealth  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, and  of  a  character  so  blighting  to  the  reasonable  hopes 
and  expectations  which  had  heretofore  been  fondly  cherished, 
and  which,  from  the  flattering  prospects  the  recent  prosperous 
condition  of  the  commonwealth  held  out  to  us,  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  would  be  realized,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  representatives  of  the  people,  as 
claiming,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  their  attention,  and  such  prompt 
legislative  action,  as  will  be  5est  calculated  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. 

Of  the  loan  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  recently  au- 
thorised by  the  general  assembly,  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
treasury,  arising  from  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  holders  of 
the  principal  loan  of  last  year,  to  c<*n)ply  with  their  contract, 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  still  remains  undispos- 
ed of;  and  for  the  balance  of  the  last  year's  loan,  amounting  to 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  and  upwards, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  market,  and  which  it  was  ex- 
pected would  have  been  negotiated  on  the  twenty-second  in- 
stant, I  regret  to  say,  not  a  bid  was  received.  A  disappointment 
so  extraordinary,  was  scarcely  to  have  been  expected,  even 
under  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  money  market;  but 
whilst  we  may  regret  that  a  combination  of  circumstances,  no 
unpropitious  and  discouraging  in  their  character,  and  bearing- 
upon  the  important  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  should  ex- 
ist, it  is  at  the  same  time  gratifying  to  know,  that  the  causes  in 
which  they  originated  are  not  ascribable  lo  any  depression  of 
the  credit  of  the  state;  loany  want  of  punctuality  in  meeting  its 
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.engagements,  in  Ihe  payment  of  interest  upon  its  debt,  or  to  any 
(ni:j((iaiiageiiient  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  has  been  entrust- 
ed tli«  charge  and  adininistratiori  of  its;  fiscal  and  other  concerns. 
I  infer  tliis  from  the  fact,  that  if  sncli  caujie  had  existed,  its  no- 
.^oriety  would  long  since  liave  been  made  niatiifest.  It  is  said 
by  those  conversant  with  such  mailers,  and  whose  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  correct  information  on  ihe  subject,  entitles 
them  to  belief,  that  Pennsylvania  stocks  are  in  as  good  credit, 
and  maintain  as  high  prices  in  foreign  markets  now,  as  they 
have  do|ie  at  any  time  lieretofore.  To  what  cause  then  are  we 
to  loojc  for  tlH3  diiSculties  which  embarrass  us  on  every  side? 

It  must  be  owing  to  extraneous  circumstances,  unconnected 
!jvith  the  commonwealth  or  its  transactions,  and  over  which  it 
iias  no  control.  We  must  be  indebted,  it  is  presumed,  for  this 
unpropitious  state  of  things,  to  the  existing  excitement  and 
alarm,  got  up  in  relation  to  a  supposed  general  state  of  pressure, 
distress  and  embarrassment,  said  now  to  be  prevalent  in  the 
aioney  market,  and  about  which  we  hear  so  much.  All  confi- 
dence in  the  currency  of  the  country  is  said  to  be  destroyed; 
that  banks  as  well  as  individual  capitalists,  are  unwilling  to  ad- 
venture upon  speculations  or  investments  of  any  kind,  or  to 
part  with  their  money  upon  any  terms.  Various  causes  have 
been  assigned  for  this  alarming  state  of  things,  all  more  or  less 
plausible.  Among  others  it  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
He  depositee  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  the  general 
government,  has  been  the  means  of  producing  all  the  mischief 
and  pressure  under  \vhich  the  coiintry  is  now  laboring;  and  yet 
many  of  the  friends  of  that  institution  admit,  that  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites  is  not  necessary  to  the  relief  of  the  money  mar- 
ket. Whatever  other  causes  may  exist,  it  cannot  be  disguised 
that  we  have  among  us  a  powerful  moneyed  institution,  which  is 
at  this  time  seeking,  by  all  the  means  of  which  it  is  capable,  to 
accomplish  certain  objects  indispensable  to  its  existence;  and 
having  an  energetic,  a  firm  and  unbending  antagonist  to  contend 
against,  all  its  energies  and  all  its  powers  (and  they  are  of  no 
ordinary  character)  have  been  put  in  motion,  to  defeat  his  mea- 
sures and  to  frustrate  his  designs  in  relation  to  it. 

It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  from  the  course  of  operations  that 
institution  has  been  pursuing  for  some  time  past  (whether  jus- 
tifiable or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  determine),  that  the  state 
is  indebted  in  a  great  measure  for  its  disappointments  hereto- 
fore, and  for  the  failure  to  obtain  its  loan  on  Saturday  last. 
Whether  by  bringing  indiscriminate  ruin  and  distress  upon  an 
unoffending  community  by  the  bank  is  the  most  certain  mode 
of  obtaining  a  return  of  the  public  deposites,  a  renewal  of  its 
charter,  or  an  extension  of  time  to  wind  up  its  business,  is  a 
question  for  those  who  have  the  direction  and  management  of 
its  affairs,  to  determine.  A  milder  and  more  liberal  course  might 
have  been  attended  with  more  favorable  results.  The  state  of 
Pennsylvania  may  be  crippled  and  embarrassed  in  her  pecunia- 
ry arrangements,  and  paralysed  for  a  time,  in  her  efforts  to  com- 
plete her  great  chain  of  improvements,  by  the  depressing  policy 
of  the  bank,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  despair  of  the 
commonwealth;  our  public  works  may  languish  for  a  season, 
but  will  not  be  suffered  to  languish  long;  the  resources  of  the 
state  are  ample;  her  credit  is  unimpaired;  her  public  stocks, 
although  under  a  momentary  depression  at  home,  are  highly  ac- 
ceptable abroad,  and  will  before  long  be  as  eagerly  sought  after 
by  the  capitalist  as  ever;  the  crisis  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  must 
soon  arrive,  if  we  have  not  already  reached  it — the  clouds  of 
distress  and  despondency  which  have  been,  in  my  humble  esti- 
mation, inconsiderately  and  needlessly  brought  upon  us,  must 
soon  be  removed,  and  a  happy  change  and  a  more  prosperous 
era  must  inevitably  await  us. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  balance  of  the  old  loan,  for  which  no 
offer  was  obtained  on  Saturday  last,  will  be  again  placed  in  the 
market,  and  continued  there  until  it  shall  have  been  negotiated. 
I  would  take  this  occasion,  respectfully  to  recommend  to  the 
consideration  of  the  general  assembly,  the  propriety  of  passing 
a  law,  forthwith  authorising  a  call  upon  the  several  state  banks, 
which  by  their  charters  are  bound  to  loan  to  the  commonwealth 
five  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  actually  paid  in,  for  a  compli- 
ance with  that  provision;  part  of  this  sum  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  debts  of  the  commonwealth  due  to  contractors  upon 
the  public  works,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  be  made  applicable 
to  repairs  along  the  lines  of  the  public  improvements.  The 
board  of  canal  commissioners  will  give  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  sum  that  ought  to  be  made  applicable  to 
each  object.  An  immediate  suspension  of  the  work  upon  the 
several  lines  of  improvement,  until  the  loan  first  mentioned 
shall  have  been  negotiated,  will  be  indispensable.  Permit  me 
also  respectfully  to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  general 
assembly,  the  propriety  of  authorising  a  loan  of  such  a  sum  as 
will  be  sufficient  to  finish  the  public  works  now  in  progress  at 
least;  for  although  the  prospect  is  gloomy,  and  the  money  mar- 
ket may  continue  to  be  embarrassed  for  a  time,  yet  that  gloom 
and  that  embarrassment  may  pass  away  like  a  mist  before  the 
morning  sun,  and  our  pecuniary  affairs  may  take  a  turn  so  fa- 
vorable, as  to  enable  us  not  only  to  obtain  a  loan  upon  advan- 
tageous terms,  but  also  to  complete  the  works  alluded  to,  before 
the  end  of  the  coming  season.  GEO:  WOLF. 

Harrisburgh,  February  26th,  1834. 

The  Pennsylvania  Intelligencer  says — It  will  be  seen  that  the 

governor  recommends  to  the  legislature  to  pass  a  law  forthwith, 

obliging  the  state  banks  to  loan  to  the  commonwealth  5  per  cent. 

on  their  capital  stock,  according  to  a  provision  in  their  charters 

'   when  called  upon.    The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  is  exempted, 


and  we  know  not  but  some  others  are.  If  not,  the  state  can 
raise  the  following  sum: 
.5  per  cent,  on  Philadt  Iphia  banks  $.504,452 

do.  county  banks  223,596 


State  temporary  loan  from  liable  banks 


728,048 
225,000 


$503,048 
The  above  sum  of  f  503,048  can  be  raised  from  the  banks,  un- 
less the  loans  which  they  have  already  made  will  exempt  them. 
If  they  are  exempted,  then  the  sum  of  §225,000,  which  has  al- 
ready been  borrowed  from  the  country  banks,  must  be  deducted, 
which  will  reduce  the  sum  to  little  more  than  i|300,000. 

NEW  YORK  [TAMMANY]  REPORT. 

It  is  our  desire  to  present  different  views  of  the  great 
subject  which  now  agitates  all  the  classes  of  the  business 
and  producing  parts  of  the  American  people,  and,  on  that 
principle,  we  give  the  following  report. 

We  rather  prefer,  and  generally  do,  publish  such  things 
without  comment,  and  though  there  is  matter  for  much 
discussion  in  this  report,  we  shall  only  briefly  notice  some 
of  the  points  made  in  it;  while  believing  that  there  are 
parts  of  the  argument  that  will  not  stand  the  test  of  a  care- 
ful investigation,  by  those  who  have  studied  the  principles 
of  finance  and  the  nature  of  currency.  But  let  these  pass, 
for  the  present. 

1.  The  facts  stated,  as  drawn  from  the  "Weekly  Re- 
gister," we  then  thought  and  still  believe,  were  strictly 
true.  We  will  not  abate  one  word  of  what  we  then  said. 
And  they  only  show  bad  management  of  the  early  direc- 
tion of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  as  stated  in  the  leading 
editorial  article*  in  this  sheet,  and  furnish  some  of  the 
reasons  why  we  attacked  it  in  1818-19.  They  thought 
that  they  had  "the  world  in  a  sling,"  and  seemed  to  act 
accordingly;  and  the  many  hundred  local  "rag-shops" 
assisted  to  heap  up  the  misery  that  followed,_as  was  then 
stated. 

2.  We  deny  the  great  influence  which  is  attributed 
to  the  "new  system  of  duties."  It  may  have  had  some 
effect  at  New  York,  as  the  chief  place  of  importation. 
But  the  effect  was  local,  and,  in  our  opinion,  not  import- 
ant. And,  what  extent  has  this  doctrine'  Lookat  the  case 
of  the  cargo  of  tea,  as  stated.  This  is  an  article  which 
our  country  does  not  produce — in  which  we  can  have  no 
interest,  unless  as  revenue,  or  in  its  cheapness.  But  shall 
high  duties  be  laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  artificial 
credits  to  merchants,  which,  indeed,  have  done  much  to 
cause  the  "over-tradings"  alluded  to,  by  adding  greatly 
to  the  "circulation  of  values,"  spoken  of  in  the  last  "Re- 
gister," as  dependent  on  foreign  labor  and  production  for 
its  amount — which  is  an  unsafe  one. 

3.  We  accord,  generally,  Avith  what  is  said  about  a  "pa- 
per foundation,  "but  contend  that,  as  is  stated  in  the  article 
just  above  referred  to,  that  a  sound  and  wholesome  piaper 
currency,  (such  as  we  have  latterly  had),  is  better  and 
cheaper  than  the  use  of  coin.f     The  only  thing  requisite 

*The  editorial  article  was  prepared  before  we  saw  the  report 
given  below,  though  an  after-allusion  is  made  to  it, 

fA  Philadelphia  paper  has  the  following — 

At  such  a  crisis  as  tliis,  every  patriot  should  bring  his  offering 
to  the  shrine  oixhe public  ^ood;  and  we  rejoice  to  see  professor 
Hare,  losing  sight  for  a  moment  of  ths  attractions  of  science, 
to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  emergency  of  the  times.  Now  is 
the  hour,  when  every  man  should  bring  forward  his  plans  for 
the  general  welfare,  and  exert  his  talents  to  rescue  our  beloved 
country  from  impending  ruin! 

These  remarks  have  been  elicted.  by  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
"Proofs  that  credit  as  money,  in  a  truly  free  country,  is  to  a 
great  extent  preferable  to  coin.  By  Robert  Hare,  M.  D.  profes- 
sor. Sec.  Abstracted  from  a  pamphlet,  published  in  1810,  and 
revised  by  the  author,  1834." 

This  is  not  only  an  ingenious,  but  a  powerful  disquisition  on  the 
great  advantages,  and  stupendous  agencies  of  credit,  employed 
as  a  medium  of  exchange;  and  a  substitute  for  money,  and  we 
deeply  regret  that  our  limits  prevent  us  from  making  copious 
quotalions  from  this  sound  and  patriotic  essay.  Suffice  it  here 
to  observe,  that  it  is  this  species  of  money  which  the  tyrannical 
usurpation  of  gen.  Jackson  has  destroyed,  by  his  wicked  war- 
fare against  the  currency,  the  laws  and  the  constitution. 

Some  idea  of  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  professor 
Hare's  theory,  may  be  obtained  from  the  following  fact,  that 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  this  kind  of  credit,  accomplish 
domestic  exchanges  to  the  immense  amount  of  240  millions  of 
dollars — which  in  silver  coin,  would  weigh  twelve  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  a  weight  which  never  could  be  re- 
milted  from  place  to  place,  without  an  expense  that  would  de- 
stroy all  profit. 
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is  to  regulate  that  currency  wisely.  Tlie  operations  of 
this  country  ca7inot  be  performed  by  coin — unless  re- 
stricted to  an  absolutely  ruinous  extent,  and  changes  in 
the  value  of  all  sorts  of  property  that  -would  unhinge  every 
department  of  societif. 

From  the  New  York  Standard. 
The  following  interesting  document  was  to  liave  appeared  in 
our  paper  yesterday,  but  was  delayed  for  the  want  of  some 
statistical  details.    The  committee  explain  in  a  note  ««hy  it  ap- 
pears without  them. 

At  a  meeting  of  merchants,  traders,  mechanics  and  others, 
held  at  Tammany  hall  on  the  19th  of  February,  1834,  of  which 
the  honorable  Stephen  Mien  was  president,  the  following  per- 
sons, namely: 

Preserved  Fish,  Waiter  Bowne, 

Jacob  Lorrilard,  John  Bolton, 

Morgan  Lewis,  Gideon  Lee, 

Eldad  Holmes,  James  J.  Roosevelt,  jr. 

Thomas  Suffern,  Reuben  Withers, 

Abraham  Van  Ness,  James  McBride, 

David  Bryson,  Thaddeus  Phelps, 

Abraham  Bloodgood,  John  Leonard, 

John  W.  Hardenbrook,  George  Sharpe, 

George  Douglas,  Morgan  L.  Smith, 

John  Lovett,  John  Lozier, 

Samuel  Thompson,  Stephen  Allen, 

John  R.  Marshall,  M.  M.  Q,uackenboss, 

John  H.  Rowland,  John  L.  Graham, 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
were  appointed  a  committee,  "with  power  to  confer  and  advise 
with  other  constituted  bodies,  and  to  adopt  measures  necessary 
lo  remove  existing  difficulties,  restore  public  confidence,  and 
thereby  avert  predicted  evils." 

The  committee  having  assembled  at  the  city  hall  on  the  21st 
instant,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  matters 
embraced  in  the  resolutions  under  which  they  were  appointed, 
■and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  it  was  referred  to  a  sub  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Lorrilard,  Allen,  Douglas,  Wet- 
more,  Withers,  Fish  and  Roosevelt,  to  prepare  a  suitable  report 
to  be  submitted  to  a  subsequent  meeting.  Accordingly  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  at  the  same  place  on 
the  25th  instant,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  from  the  sub-committee  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  having  been  read  and  dis- 
cussed was  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
the  chairman  and  secretary  and  published  in  all  the  papers  of 
the  city. 

Having  carefully  deliberated  on  the  subject,  the  committee, 
in  part  discharge  of  their  duties,  would  respectfully  submit  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  of  such  high  importance,  as  that 
which  has  been  confided  to  the  committee,  they  have  felt  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  enter  somewhat  at  large  into  the  ex 
amination  of  the  subject  contemplated  by  their  ^appointment. 
They  have  been  desirous  to  demonstrate,  to  all  such  at  least  as 
do  not  wilfully  close  their  eyes  against  the  truth,  the  injuries 
which  may  be  inflicted  upon  a  people  by  hasty  and  iniprovi- 
flenl legislation,  and  by  the  improper,  if  not  dishonest  adminis- 
tration of  institutions  incorporated  ostensibly  for  the  public  good. 

One  of  the  most  common  errors  in  popular  reasoning,  and  of 
which  the  artful  and  designing  too  often  avail  themselves,  is  the 
habit  of  regarding  whatever  goes  before  as  necessarily  the  cause 
of  whatever  immediately  follows.  A  striking  illustration  of  this 
position  is  to  be  found  in  the  opinion  now  so  strongly  entertain- 
ed by  some  persons,  but  only  used  by  others,  that  the  present 
pecuniary  embarrassments  is  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  national  bank  to  the  banks  of  the 
states. 

To  any  one  who  looks  into  the  matter  coolly  and  dispassion- 
ately, it  must  be  obvious  that  so  far  at  least  as  this  city  is  con- 
cerned, the  allee,ed  cause  of  the  distress  has  been  a  real  cause 
of  its  partial  alleviation;  inasmuch  as  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  revenues,  under  the  former  arrangement,  were  collected 
here  to  be  loaned  elsewhere,  are  now  loaned  here,  where  they 
are  collected. 

The  true  causes,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee  of  the  pre- 
Bent  derangement  of  our  moneyed  affairs,  are  to  be  found  prin- 
cipally, ^rst,  in  the  unavoidably  reaction  always  consequent 
upon  a  great  and  sudden  expansion  of  the  circulating  medium; 
and,  secondly,  in  the  extensive  and  fundamental  alterations 
made  by  the  last  congress  both  in  the  amount  of  the  commercial 
imposts  and  in  the  mode  of  tlieir  collection. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  causes,  its  discussion,  at  the 
present  time,  is  mingled  with  so  many  of  the  Rhimeiits  of  party 
and  passion,  that  the  more  moderate  portion  of  the  coinniunity 
are  becoming  distrustful  of  even  the  soundest  aranrnents,  anil 
the  most  candid  statements,  in  any  way  connected  with  it. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  therefore  to  refer  to  the 
history  of  another  period. 

Jn  the  first  eighteen  months  of  its  existence,  namely,  during 
the  year  1817  and  part  of  1818,  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 

Another  fact — the  bank  with  10  millions  of  specie  can  circu- 
late crcflii  amountin<!  to  70  millions,  or  100  milli()i\s.  and  save 
the  specie  from  all  wear,  larc  and  expense!  What  a  transcen- 
dent advantage  of  sound  credit  over  hard  money. 


through  its  numerous  branches,  had  issued  according  to  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Cheves,  notes  to  an  enormous  amount.  Its  dis- 
counts in  this  short  period,  although  the  specie  part  of  its  capi- 
tal was  hardly  two  millions,  exceeded  forty  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Every  department  of  business,  and  speculation,  and 
living,  was  as  a  necessary  consequence,  stimulated  lo  the  ut- 
most— costly  mansions  were  erected,  and  adorned  with  the 
most  expensive  furniture,  sumptuous  entertainments  were 
given,  and  splendid  equipages  were  set  up.  And  every  man 
seemed  to  imagine  that  because  credits  were  abundant,  riches 
must  equally  abound.  The  prodigality  and  waste  of  some  of 
our  citizens  were  almost  beyond  belief.  "We  have  heard," 
says  the  Weekly  Register,  of  1819,  "that  the  furniture  of  a  sin- 
gle parlor,  possessed  by,  we  cannot  say,  belonging  to  one  in- 
dividual, (who  afterwards  became  bankrupt),  cost  forty  thou- 
sand dollars."  In  this  way,  according  to  the  views  of  those 
who  looked  only  at  the  surface,  the  country  enjoyed  a  state  of 
"unexampled  prosperity."  And  what  without  any  "removal  of 
the  deposites"  was  the  sequel  of  this  previously  brilliant  drama. 
A  rapid  curtailment  of  discounts  was  commenced.  The  south- 
ern and  western  offices  were  directed  not  to  issue  their  notes; 
the  bank  ceased  to  purchase  and  collect  exchanges  on  the  south 
and  west;  and  the  local  institutions  were  called  upon  to  pay  up 
their  balances. 

These  measures  acoording  to  the  report  of  its  then  president, 
Mr.  Cheves,  simple  and  obvious  as  they  are,  and  some  of  them 
so  strangely  overlooked  so  long,  lifted  the  bank  in  the  short 
space  of  seventy  days,  from  the  extreme  of  prostration  to  a 
state  of  safety,  and  even,  in  degree,  of  power;  and  enabled  it  to 
defy  all  attacks. 

"The  bank,"  observes  a  judicious  commentator  on  this  state- 
ment, "was  saved,  and  the  people  were  ruined."  For  a  lime 
the  question  every  morning,  was,  not  who  had  broken  the  pre- 
vious day,  but,  who  yet  stood?  Suits,  warrants  and  executions 
took  the  place  of  bank  credits.  "From  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try," says  the  Weekly  Register  of  April  10, 1819,  "we  hear  of  a 
severe  pressure  on  men  in  business,  a  general  stagnation  of 
trade,  a  large  reduction  in  the  price  of  staple  articles.  Real 
property  is  rapidly  depreciating  in  its  nominal  value  and  its 
rents  or  profits  are  exceedingly  diminishing.  Many  highly  re- 
spectable traders  have  become  bankrupts,  and  it  is  agreed  that 
many  other  must  go — the  banks  are  refusing  their  customary 
accommodations,  confidence  among  merchants  is  shaken,  and 
3  per  cent,  a  month  is  offered  for  the  discount  of  prommissory 
notes  which  a  little  while  ago  were  considered  as  good  as  old 
gold,  and  whose  makers  have  not  since  suffered  any  losses  to 
render  their  notes  less  valuable  than  heretofore."  Four  months 
afterwards,  August  7th,  1819,  the  same  journal  says,  "it  is  es- 
timated that  there  are  20,000  persons  daily  seeking  work  in  Phi- 
ladelphia; in  New  York  10,000  able  bodied  men  are  said  lo  be 
wandering  about  the  streets  looking  for  it,  and  if  we  add  to 
them  the  women  who  desire  something  to  do,  the  amount  can- 
not be  less  than  20,000."  A  committee  appointed  by  a  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  August,  1819,  to 
inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  city  and 
its  vicinity  reported  on  the  2d  of  October,  that  of  thirty  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  branches  of  trade,  which  they  enu- 
merated, which  gave  employment  to  9,188  persons  in  1814, 
and  to  9,672  in  1816,  there  were  but  2,137  persons  employed  in 
1819. 

Here  then  we  have  a  case  of  former  days,  precisely  so  far  as 
the  effect  of  moneyed  credits  is  concerned  analogous  to  the 
present.  As  more  recently  in  1831  so  in  1817,  the  flood  gates 
of  circulation  had  been  opened  wide,  a  scene  of  unexampled 
prosperity  as  it  seemed,  but  of  delusive  intoxication  as  it  really 
was,  ensued. 

The  day  of  contraction,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  soon 
came;  the  order  for  that  purpose  was  issued  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  20th  July,  1818,  and  by  the  1st  of  April  following,  the 
curtailments  liad  amounted  to  the  immense  sum  of  ^6,530,159. 
And  what  then  became  of  the  unexampled  prosperity,  about 
which,  then,  as  now,  so  much  has  been  said.  Being  a  mt-re 
phantom,  it  vanished,  as  w«  have  seen,  in  an  instant,  and  uni- 
versal ruin  and  dismay  followed  in  its  footsteps.  The  communi- 
ty then  saw,  and  felt,  as  they  now  feel,  without  seeing,  and  of 
course,  without  acknowledging,  that  paper  nioney,  like  dram 
drinking,  relieves  for  the  moment  by  the  deceitful  sensation  it 
creates;  but  gradually  exhausting  the  natural  heat,  leaves  the 
body  at  length  in  a  worse  state  than  it  fourul  it. 

We  have  the  authority  of  the  printed  statemi-'nt,  laid  before 
the  stockholders  by  their  then  prct^ident,  for  saying  that  during 
all  this  time  (1817,  '18  and  '19),  the  bank  had  the  advantage  of 
immense  goveriunent  deposites — that  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  curtailments  were  ordered,  "the  government  deposi:es  in 
the  bank  and  its  branches  amounttd  to  cii^ht  inilUons  of  dol- 
lars." 

If,  then,  the  j)ossessi07i  of  the  deposites  did  not  prevent  the 
contraction  and  consequent  ruin  of  1819,  why  should  the  j-Ct 
moval  of  the  deposites  be  the  cause,  under  precisely  similar  cir-, 
cumstances,  of  the  contraction  and  ruin  of  1834. 

The  truth  is,  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unless  it  he  as  fur- 
nishing a  motive  for  a  course  of  measures  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  adopted,  has,  as  your  con)miltee  believe, 
had  no  agency  whatever  in  proiluoiiig  the  present  pecuniary  dit"- 
flculties;  but,  on  the  contrary,  lias  prevented  their  being  much 
greater  than  they  are. 

The  committee  believe  thatthe  directors  of  the  United  States' 
bank,  in  the  enormous  addition  in  the  years  18.30  and  '31  of 
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twenty-eight  miHions  to  the  already  adequate  quantity  of  bank 
facilities,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  very  questionable  design  of  the 
measure),  were  guilty  of  a  great  public  injury,  and  by  thus, 
themselves  creating  the  necessity  for  the  present  curtailments, 
were  the  real  authors  of  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  calami- 
ties which  they  now  seek  to  ascribe  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

The  second  leading  cause  of  the  present  commercial  pressure, 
will  be  found  in  the  new  system  of  duties  and  imports. 

The  influence  of  the  late  tarift'acts,  in  bringing  about  the  state 
of  things  so  loudly  complained  of,  would  seem  to  be  little  un- 
derstood, and  still  less  appreciated. 

To  say  that  a  partial  reduction  in  some  cases  or  total  removal 
of  duties  on  imposts  creates  commercial  distress,  would  appear, 
at  first  blush,  a  paradox.    But  let  us  see  its  operation. 

A  merchant  under  the  old  system  imported,  we  will  suppose, 
a  cargo  of  lea,  costing  in  China  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  duties  on  which,  we  will  also  suppose,  were  one  hundred 
thousand  more,  not  payable,  however,  till  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months.  The  value  here  then  of  the  cargo  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  our  argument,  would  be  200,000  dollars,  and  for  that 
sum  he  would  of  course  be  able  to  sell  it  for  short  notes  of  indi- 
viduals, which  being  discounted,  would  be  immediately  turned 
into  so  much  bank  paper,  and  added  to  the  circulating  medium. 
Now  take  off  the  duty,  and  what  was  before  $200,000  sinks  im- 
mediately to  $100,000,  and  with  it  sinks  the  corresponding 
amount  of  circulating  medium. 

The  reduction  of  duties  of  the  New  York  custom  house  with- 
in the  last months,  and  the  consequent  reduction  in  the 

same  short  period  of  circulating  credit,  in  this  single  city,  has 

been  estimated  at millions. 

The  evil,  however,  does  not  stop  here.  Of  the  remaining  du- 
ties, about millions  have  been  made  payable  in  cash,  and 

that,  too,  before  the  possession  of  the  goods  on  which  they  are 

laid,  and  the  residue,  says millions  in  bonds  with  greatly 

shortened  crediis* 

Although  this  part  of  the  system  has  not,  like  the  other,  effect- 
ed an  absolute  destruction  of  so  much  of  the  moneyed  capital 
of  the  city,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  it  must  have  created  a  greatly 
increased  demand  for  the  diminished  portion  which  the  other 
had  left. 

In  addition  to  these  effects  of  the  new  tariff,  which  are  per- 
manent, there  is  another,  arising  merely  out  of  the  transition 
from  the  former  system  to  the  present,  which  has  served  greatly 
for  the  moment  to  aggravate  the  evil.  The  long  bonds  of  the 
old  system,  and  the  short  bonds  and  cash  duties  of  the  new, 
have  fallen  due  simultaneously;  thus  concentrating,  to  a  great 
degree,  the  burthens  of  two  years  upon  the  shoulders  of  one. 

We  have  thus  briefly  adverted  to  the  two  leading  sources  of 
the  present  difficulties — the  sudden  expansion  and  the  sudden 
contraction  of  the  circulating  medium — and  the  radical  changes, 
now  in  a  course  of  operation,  in  the  amount  and  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  national  revenues. 

Overtrading  also  has  contributed  its  share,  not  overtrading  in 
stocks  and  merchandise  merely,  but  overtrading  also  in  real 
estate.  The  whole  neighbourhood  of  the  city  at  an  exorbitantly 
enhanced  valuation,  has  been  literally  covered  with  contracts, 
requiring  sooner  or  later  the  payment  of  money,  and  of  course 
augmenting,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  the  demand  for  its  pos- 
session. 

The  overtrading  and  speculation,  however,  has  rather  been 
an  effect  than  a  cause.  It  resulted,  necessarily,  like  other  de- 
ceptive appearances  of  great  prosperity,  from  the  enormous  ex- 
pansion of  the  circulating  medium,  and  has  hardly  yet  had  time 
to  subside. 

Having  thus  ascertained,  truly  as  we  believe,  the  nature  and 
origin  of  the  disease  under  wjiich  the  community  is  laboring,  we 
feel  the  more  confident  in  the  suggestions  we  shall  offer  as  the 
remedy. 

First  then,  admitting  as  we  do  that  the  bank  issues  had  been 
unduly  expanded,  and  that  a  great  curtailment  was  therefore 
necessary,  we  insist,  that  to  make  it  suddenly  and  rapidly,  or 
even  at  all,  at  a  period,  when  other  causes,  as  we  have  shewn, 
are  producing  an  unwonted  demand  for  business  facilities,  is 
inexpedient  and  unjustifiable,  and  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  whose 
own  previous  acts  created  the  necessity,  is  obnoxious  to  the  se- 
verest censure. 

The  curtailment,  indispensable  as  it  will  ultimately  be, ought, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  exchange,  may,  with  per- 
fect safety,  be  postponed  until  the  commercial  operations  of  the 
city  shall  have  had  time  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  new 
revenue  code. 

We  feel  ourselves  warranted,  therefore,  in  making  an  earnest 
appeal  to  our  local  institutions  to  aid  for  the  present  the  com- 
mercial and  business  community,  by  such  an  extension  of  dis- 
counts as  may  be  consistent  with  their  own  safety. 

In  the  second  place,  we  would  urge  upsn  congress  the  adop- 
tion of  the  warehouse  system,  so  that  importers  rnay  not  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  their  duties,  or  procure  sureties  for  the  purpose, 
until  they  are  ready  to  dispose  of  their  goods. 

*  The  committee  being  desirous  of  minute  accuracy  in  their 
Btatements,  delayed  the  publication  of  the  report  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  the  materials  necessary  for  filling  up  these  blanks. 
Not  having  been  able,  as  yet,  to  procure  them,  they  have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  delay  the  report  longer,  inasmuch  as  the 
deiect  can  be  supplied  in  thuir  future  communication. 


Tliirdly,  as  panic  in  times  of  pecuniary  pressure,  tends  to  dry  ' 
up  the  sources  of  credit,  and  thus  to  aggravate  the  mischief 
which  it  dreads,  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
conductors  of  the  public  press,  to  abstain  as  far  as  practicable, 
from  those  topics  and  modes  of  excitement  in  which,  it  is  appa- 
rent, some  of  them,  of  late,  have  too  much  indulged. 

And  lastly,  though  beyond  all  comparison  first  in  importance 
— we  would  recommend  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow  citizens  to 
dismiss  from  their  minds  inflated  and  delusive  ideas  of  wealth 
wliicii  never  had  any  otiier  than  a  paper  foundation,  and  to  in- 
troduce into  their  business  arrangements  a  system  of  economy 
and  retrenchment  and  diminished  credits,  adapted  to  their  real 
instead  of  their  imaginary  means,  and  the  diminished  indulgence 
of  the  new  revenue  code.  Let  them  look  to  industry,  sobriety 
and  frugality,  and  not  to  speculation  and  bank  favors,  as  the 
only  safe  and  permanent  sources  of  riches  and  prosperity. 

The  committee,  in  these  suggestions,  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  having  ceased  their  labors.  They  know,  and  fully 
sympathise  in  the  deep  anxiety  of  the  public  mind.  They  per- 
ceive, and  feel  no  disposition  to  disguise  the  truth,  that  a  severe 
pecuniary  pressure,  the  origin  of  which  they  have  endeavored 
to  trace  and  expose,  exists;  and  it  will  be  the  object  of  their  fur- 
ther efforts  and  deliberations  to  devise  some  plan,  if  possible,  itv 
addition  to  the  rneastires  already  recommended,  to  allay  excite- 
ment, restore  confidence,  and  mitigate,  if  not  remove,  the  evila 
complained  of.  '       PRESERVED  FISH,  chairman. 

James  J.  Roosevelt,  jun.  secretary. 
—•►►►►©  ®  ftM*«*  ■■ 

MEETING  OF  MERCHANTS  AND  TRADERS. 
A  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  merchant<i  and  traders  of  the 
interior,  now  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  held  in  the  spa- 
cious dining  room  of  the  United  States'  hotel,  in  Philadelphia 
on  Saturday  evening,  the  1st  of  March,  1834,  at  which  James 
Barbour,  of  Kentucky,  presided,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  national  bank  is  essential  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  United  States;  and  especially  to  the  interior  of  the 
country,  to  the  inhabitants  of  which,  a  sound  currency,  and 
equal  exchanges  are  of  the  highest  moment. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  furnished 
a  currency  always  as  good,  and  often  more  desirable  than  spe- 
cie; and  has  afforded  all  the  benefits  which  could  be  desired  for 
trade;  and  that  we  apprehend  as  the  greatest  of  evils,  a  return 
to  a  state  bank  currency,  unchecked  by  the  existence  of  a  na- 
tional bank — our  experience  having  shown  the  course  of  such  a 
system,  in  a  flood  of  uncurrent  and  irredeemable  paper,  and  a 
series  of  relief  and  stop  laws. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  as  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  portions  of  its  capital  are  distributed 
over  every  section  of  the  union,  and  in  this  way  the  public  de- 
posiles  are  rendered  beneficial  to  the  whole  country,  we  cannot 
recognise  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  those  who  demand  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  this  treasure  for  banking  purposes — for  how  can 
the  importing  merchants  pay  the  duties  on  goods  without  send- 
ing them  to  us,  and  how  can  we  pay  for  goods  without  vending 
them  again.''  We  contend  that  it  is  not  the  importer  or  the  re- 
tailer, but  the  consumer,  who  ultimately  pays  the  duties,  and 
therefore  we  prefer  a  national  bank,  with  branches,  that  the 
whole  country  may  participate  in  its  benefits. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property 
and  produce,  together  with  the  losses  and  difficulties  now  sus- 
tained in  trade  by  the  interior,  are  unreasonable  and  grievous; 
and  such  as,  if  not  speedily  prevented,  will  involve  the  western 
country  in  the  greatest  embarrassments. 

5.  Resolved, ^hat  the  senators  and  representatives  from  the 
interior  are  hereby  earnestly  requested,  as  they  regard  the  in- 
terests of  their  constituents,  to  use  their  efforts  to  effect  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  with  such  modifica- 
tions as  the  wisdom  of  congress  may  devise. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  the  country  is 
alarming  in  the  extreme;  that  the  consequences  to  the  interior, 
where  capital  is  less  accumulated  than  on  the  seaboard,  must  be 
most  severe,  and  that  the  state  of  the  nation  demands  imme- 
diate and  efficient  measures  of  relief,  without  which  we  see 
nothing  but  ruin  to  our  country. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  present  sufferings  of  the  people  being 
entirely  the  result  of  human  action,  the  means  of  relief  are  alto- 
gether within  the  reach  of  legislative  control,  and  that  congress 
is  bound  to  consult  the  public  good,  and  to  take  immediate  stepa 
to  secure  it. 

PHILADELPHIA  (JACKSON)  MEETING. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  at  Piiiladelphia,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  26th  February,  composed  of  "the  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county,  friendly  to  general  Jackson,  and  the  general  policy  of 
the  administration,  but  who  disapprove  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  tiie  bank  of  tlie  United  Slates."  The 
meeting  was  large  and  respectable,  and  its  proceedings  orderly 
and  decorous.  Among  the  re^oh::i.  fis  adopted  on  the  occasion 
were  the  following,  which  require  no  PXi)lanation: 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  o|)lnio?K-,  the  present  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments of  the  cnniury  have  been  piincipally  occasiontid 
by  the  removal  of  the  public  depotiles  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  df  posiles  was  impolitic, 
beeauee  the  public  mind  is  diverted  from  Ihe  or>ly  queetionF  xhajt 
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should  occupy  it,  in  relation  to  the  bank,  its  constitutionality 
and  public  convenience,  to  another,  and  wholly  different  sub- 
ject, calculated  to  enlist  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  prevent 
that  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration  so  important  a  subject 
demands. 

Resolved,  That  it  was  also  impolitic,  because  the  public  has 
an  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  $7,000,000, 
which  has  much  depreciated  in  value  by  the  measures  com- 
plained: And,  because,  by  the  embarrassment  of  trade,  a  great 
diminution  of  the  public  revenue  may  be  expected  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinions,  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  was  a  violation  of  public  faith  pledged  to  the  bank; 
because,  by  the  terms  of  the  charter,  the  deposites  were  to  be 
made  with  it,  on  certain  conditions,  which  we  believe  to  have 
been  fully  complied  with  by  the  bank.  The  last  session  of  con- 
gress declared  that  the  deposites  might  be  "safely  continued  in 
the  bank,"  and  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  circumstance  has 
since  arisen  to  make  them  less  safe  in  that  than  in  any  other 
institution. 

Resolved,  That,  as  yet,  the  distress  and  embarrassments  pro- 
duced by  the  measure,  principally  affect  large  cities  and  inland 
towns,  but  must  soon  be  felt  by  every  class  of  the  community. 
The  people  of  this  state  have  always  manifested  a  willingness 
to  submit  to  loss  and  privation  for  the  sake  of  principle;  but  we 
can  see  no  wisdom  or  propriety  in  calling  suffering  from  afar, 
at  an  unexpected  moment,  that  their  virtues  and  endurance  and 
patience  may  be  uimecessarily  tried. 

Resolved,  That  as  from  the  time  of  removing  the  deposites 
until  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  the  bank  to  settle,  and 
finally  close  its  concerns,  a  period  of  four  years  and  a  half  would 
elapse,  that  measure  brought  on  the  public  suddenly  and  un- 
guardedly an  immediate,  unmitigated,  and  we  fear  a  protracted, 
instead  of  a  remote  and  much  alleviated  evil,  against  which  the 
community  would  have  gradually  and  prudently  prepared,  hav- 
ing been  apprised  of  the  improbability  of  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
is  part  of  a^reat  scheme  designed  by  some  leading  politicians 
to  destroy  the  present  bank  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  upon  its 
ruins  another  bank  to  be  located  in  New  York  for  political  and 
speculating  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  although  we  have  always  given  to  gen.  Jack- 
son our  warm  and  zealous  support,  we  do  not  think  ii  incom- 
patible with  our  regard  for  him,  and  the  general  principles  of 
his  administration,  but  the  duty  and  privilege  of  freemen,  to  ex- 
press our  opinions  that  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  impolitic,  unwise  and  un- 
necessary, and  has  deranged  the  currency  and  paralyzed  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  B.  W.  Richards,  esq.  preceded  by 
some  explanatory  remarks  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  as  Peimsylvanians,  we  hail  the  bright  exam- 
ple of  our  ancient  and  honorable  ally,  Virginia;  and  that  we  are 
ready  with  her  to  rally  again  on  the  doctrines  of '98,  in  a  vigor- 
ous effort,  to  restrain  the  encroachments  of  executive  power,  to 
sustain  the  rights  of  the  slates,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  union 
and  its  happy  institutions. 

PUBLIC  MEETING  AT  BALTIMORE. 

At  a  very  large  and  highly  respectable  meeting  of  the  signers 
of  the  memorial  to  congress,  and  others,  fiivorable  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites,  convened  in  Monument  square  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  the  5th  of  March,  at  4  o'clock,  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  delegation  which  lately  visited  Washington  with 
the  memorial: 

His  honor,  judge  Brice,  president. 

William  Crawford,  jr.  William  H.  Conkling,  Joseph  K.  Sta- 
pleton,  Samuel  D.  Walker,  William  Hubbard,  Joseph  W.  Pat- 
terson, vice  presidents. 

Hugli  W.  Evans  and  George  Rogers,  secretaries. 

Judge  Brice  having  opened  the  meeting  with  a  short  address, 
explanatory  of  its  objects, 

fVilliam  Crawford,  jr.  esq.  chairman  of  the  delegation,  on  pre- 
senting the  report,  made  the  following  observations; 

Fellow  citizens:  As  chairman  of  your  committee  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  this  meeting  a  report  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  and  while  I  ask  for  it  your  kind  attention,  permit  me  to 
say  one  word  for  this  my  beloved,  my  adopted  country.  We  have 
arrived  at  an  awful  crisis,  but  one  short  year  has  passed  from  a 
state  of  unprecedented  prosperity,  to  a  state  of  awful  distress, 
unexampled  in  t!ie  history  of  our  country. 

I  beg  you  to  turn  your  eyes  to  the  root  of  this  evil;  does  there 
exist  a  shadow  of  doubt  from  whence  it  emanates.^ 

The  constitution  gives  to  the  president  veto  powers,  which 
have  been  carried  to  great  extremes,  in  his  refusal  to  siun  a 
modified  charter,  passed  last  session  by  both  houses  of  congress 
by  large  majorities,  asserting  amongst  other  reasons  that  the 
public  money  was  not  safe  in  the  United  States'  bank!  Is  there 
a  man  in  this  country  divested  of  party  feelings  who  believed 
it — no  my  countrymen — a  national  bank  properly  constituted  is 
as  necessary  to  regulate  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the 
country  and  preserve  a  sound  and  healthy  circulation,  as  the 
sun  is  to  the  planetary  system. 

Our  currency  ought  to  be  like  Cresar's  wife,  not  only  pure 
but  bf^yond  suspicion.  We  are  told  that  in  the  early  history  of 
our  country  there  was  a  time  that  tried  men's  souls;  that  time 
Ijas  again  arrived;  let  Us  meet  the  crisis  like  men.    I  have  too 


much  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people  to  de- 
spair of  the  republic.  It  is  known  to  many  of  you  that  I  have 
gone  for  the  president  through  evil  and  through  good  report,  and 
part  with  him  now  as  with  my  first  love.  On  this  stand,  where 
I  appear  for  the  first  lime,  1  renounce  all  allegiance  with  un- 
holy affections.  The  subject  is  fruitful,  but  I  cannot  longer  de- 
tain you.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Can  you  my 
countrymen  longer  cling  to  him  who  is  regulated  by  an  under 
current  of  bad  advisers.?  Submit  to  this  and  be  slaves! — Again 
I  answer  NO. 

After  which  David  Stewart,  esq.  being  called  on  by  the  pre- 
sident, read  the  following  report,  which  was  duly  accepted  by 
the  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Baltimore  committee. 

The  delegation  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the 
memorial  for  the  restoration  of  the  government  deposites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  exchange,  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  Thursday  6lh  of  February,  1834. 

Respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  in  compliance  with  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the 
meeting,  they  proceeded  with  the  memorial  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
itigton,  on  Monday  the  10th  of  February,  and  immediately  appli- 
ed themselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  their  mis- 
sion. They  visited  gen.  Chambers,  of  the  senate,  and  received 
from  him  assurances  of  his  warm  support;  and  the  memorial 
being  placed  in  his  hands,  it  was  accordingly  presented  to  the 
senate,  on  the  following  Wednesday,  with  such  a  notice  of  it 
as  was  calculated  to  insure  it  a  respectful  consideration  from 
that  body.  The  delegation  also  visited  Mr.  J.  P.  Heath,  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  city  of  Baltinjore.  They  found  him 
actively  disposed  to  promote  the  wishes  of  the  signers  of  the 
memorial,  and,  equally  with  general  Chambers,  kind  and  assi- 
duous in  his  attentions  to  the  delegation.  They  had  also  the 
good  fortune  to  enlist  the  regards  of  many  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress,  who  promised  them  a  ready  co-operation 
and  support. 

The  delegation  regret  that  the  same  favor  was  not  extended 
to  them  by  the  other  representative  froH>  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Mr.  Isaac  McKim.  From  the  elevated  position  which  that  gen- 
tleman held  as  the  representative,  in  part,  of  a  great  trading 
community,  himself  extensively  engaged  in  commerce,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  conversant  with  the  varied  interests  of  the  society 
in  which  he  lived,  the  delegation  were  disposed  to  attach  some 
importance  to  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  the  memo- 
rial. And  they  felt  the  more  anxious  on  this  score,  as  they  had 
understood  that  Mr.  McKim  had  given  the  sanction  of  his  name 
to  the  opinion  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  had  not  suffered  by  the 
recent  derangement  of  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  na- 
tion;—an  opinion  which  they  did  not  doubt  they  would  effectu- 
ally remove  from  his  mind  by  the  cogency  of  the  evidence 
which  they  were  enabled  to  furnish,  under  the  sign  maoual  of 
so  large  and  respectable  a  meeting  of  his  constituents.  And  it 
is  due  to  Mr.  McKim,  to  say,  that  in  his  interview  with  the  de- 
legation— whatever  might  have  been  his  former  opinions— he 
no  longer  doubted  the  reality  of  the  distress  in  the  city  of  Baltic 
more.  The  fact  Mr.  McKim  admitted,  and  also  acknowledged 
that,  in  his  judgment,  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  a  wrong 
and  injurious  measure.  This  conviction,  however,  he  intimat- 
ed could  not  change  his  course  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
the  removal.  His  remark  was  "that  the  act  was  done;  and  that 
he  should  therefore,  at  all  hazards  vote  with  the  government." 
The  reason  assigned  by  him  for  this  determinafion  was,  that  he 
had  some  influence  with  the  executive  which  he  might  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  his  constituents,  and  that  he  drd  not  wish  to 
lose  this  by  differing  with  the  exeeutive  in  opinion.  Moreover, 
that  he  was  elected  to  support  gen.  Jackson,  and  would  do  so  at 
the  risk  of  His  life  and  fortune;  that  no  friend  of  the  adminis- 
tration could  differ  in  opinion  with  gen.  Jackson,  and  preserve 
his  influence,  that  any  attempt  to  advise  gen.  Jackson,  by  hi» 
friends,  would  be  met  with  an  expression  of  displeaisUre,  and  as 
an  instance  of  this,  Mr.  £i66  had  once  attempted  it,  and  was 
told,  in  consequence — "when  the  president  watiltid  him  he 
would  send  for  him." 

With  these  sentinwnts,  Mr.  McKim  seemed  pdrticaJarly  anxi- 
ous to  avoid  being  asked  to  present  the  memorial — intimating^ 
that  if  he  were  to  present  it,  it  would  operate  to  his  disadvant- 
age, and  also  saying,  that  he  would  be  expected  to  present  the 
counter  memorial,  vvhich  was  then  preparing  in  Baltimore. 

These  declarations  on  the  part  of  Mr.  McKim, — even  if  the" 
delegation  had  designed  to  request  him  to  present  the  memorial 
in  the  house  of  representatives, — and  many  remarks  of  a  similar 
import,  sutliciently  indicated  to  the  delegatron  that  they  had 
nothing  to  hope  from  his  services,  and  they,  accordingly,  for- 
bore to  hold  further  intercourse  with  him  on  the  subject.  Indeed, 
from  a  gentleman  holding  a  position  in  society  which  gave  him 
every  privilege  of  independence,  and  invested  also  with  a  public 
station  as  the  representative  of  an  intelligent  and  patriofic  com- 
munity, who  have  always  been  accustomed  to  expeef,  and  ready 
to  applaud  the  exercise  of  an  upright  and  independent  judgment 
by  their  official  servants — the  delegation  were  not  prepared  to 
hear  confessed  such  complete  submission  to  the  views,  present 
and  future,  of  the  executive;  nor  did  they  believe,  until  now, 
that  the  requisitions  made  by  the  executive  upon  its  supporters 
were  of  so  exacting  and  rigorous  a  character,  as  seemed  to  be 
inferred  by  the  objection  of  Mr.  McKim — especially  as  they  had 
recently  seen  many  evidences,  in  both  houses  of  congress,  in 
which  some  of  the  most  devoted  followers  of  the  party  in  power 
were  not  afraid  to  do  justioe  to  their  own  constituents,  in  the 
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presentation  of  memorials  that  certified  the  public  distress  even 
to  the  ear  of  him  who  claims  to  be  the  governmunt. 

It  was  therefore  with  a  more  satisfied  feeling,  and  with  more 
confident  assurance  of  eftieient  aid,  that  the  dcilegation  betook 
themselves  to  Mr.  Heath,  whom  they  now  determined  to  solicit 
to  lay  the  memorial  before  the  house  of  representatives.  This 
gentleman  presented  that  document  to  the  house,  on  Monday 
the  17th,  and  recommended  it  by  a  speech  which  has  since  ap- 
peared in  the  public  journals,  and  which  has  won  him  the  thanks 
of  his  fellow  citizens — a  speech  that  glows  with  the  fervor  of  a 
manly  mind,  and  evinces  a  spirit  that  cannot  be  warped  from  Its 
duty  either  by  the  fear  of  executive  denunciulion,  or  by  the 
hope  of  preserving,  through  blind  obedience  and  servile  submis- 
sion, a  share  of  executive  favor. 

During  their  stay  at  Washington,  a  part  of  the  delegation  took  an 
opportunity  to  call  on  Mr.  Taney,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
They  were  received  with  the  courtesy  natural  to  ihatgentlemnu; 
and  in  the  course  of  an  audience  of  half  an  hour,  were  enabled 
to  hear  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  present  difiicullies  of  the 
country,  and  the  course  which  the  executive  branch  of  the  go- 
vernnient  was  likely  to  pursue.  Mr.  Taney  remarked,  that  the 
bank  had  arrayed  itself  against  the  government,  and  that  the 
government  would  not  yield  :  that  the  impression  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  that  the  evil  the  people  complained  of,  grew  out  of 
the  great  power  of  the  bank:  that  the  government  was  making 
un  experiment — and,  however  bold,  he  would  not  undertake  to 
advise  any  change  from  the  position  it  had  assumed  against  the 
bank:  that  he,  (the  secretary),  found  no  difficulty  in  trans- 
mitting funds  from  one  part  of  this  extensive  country  to  the 
other.  In  the  course  of  this  conversation  one  of  the  delegation 
remarked  to  Mr.  Taney, — "Sir,  if  this  experiment  should  be 
persisted  in,  and  some  relief— such  as  we  do  not  now  antici- 
pate—should not  be  given,  a  large  proportion  of  the  trading  com- 
luunity  must  fail."  The  secretary  replied — "  l( all  did  fail,  the 
policy  of  the  government  would  not  be  changed."  He  proceed- 
ed to  say,  "that  if  the  commercial  classes  had  properly  sustain- 
ed their  state  institutions,  the  present  state  of  things  would  not 
have  existed," — adding,  "that  the  government  would  make  no 
change  until  the  present  bank  charter  expired."  He  also  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  "  that,  after  what  had  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, and  the  long  speeches  made  in  congress,  more  failures 
had  not  taken  place." 

By  an  arrangement  procured  through  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Heath,  the  delegation  were  enabled  to  visiiih^  president.  They 
thought  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  make  this  visit,  and  to  lay  be- 
fore the  chief  magistrate  such  information  as  might  exhibit  to 
him  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  this  community.  The  time 
appointed  for  the  interview  was  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day, and,  accordingly,  at  that  time,  seven  of  the  delegation  re- 
paired with  Mr.  Heath  to  the  residence  of  the  president,  where 
they  were  severally  presented  to  him;  and  after  a  few  minutes, 
during  which  the  president  was  engaged  with  other  visiters,  the 
chairman  of  the  delegation  addressed  the  president  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: — 

"General,  you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  this  committee  has 
the  honour  to  be  delegated  by  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  with- 
out regard  to  party,  to  come  to  you,  sir, — the  fountain  head, — 
to  make  known  the  distressing  situation  of  the  currency  of  this 
country,  and  respectfully  to  ask,  from  you,  relief," 

"  Relief,  sir!" — interrupted  the  president  in  a  tone  of  excite- 
ment!— "  Come  not  to  me,  sir! — Go  to  the  monster!  Did  not 
Nicholas  Biddle  come  here,  sir,  and  on  his  oath,  swear  before  a 
committee,  that  with  six  millions  in  his  vaults  he  could  meet 
the  wants  of  the  whole  people.'' — And  now, — when  he  has  wrung 
more  than  ten  millions  from  the  people, — he  sends  you  to  me 
for  relief!  It  is  folly,  sir,  to  talk  to  Andrew  Jackson. — The  go- 
vernment will  not  bow  to  the  monster! — ■ 

"Sir,"  said  the  chairman — "the  currency  of  the  country  is  in 
n  dreadful  situation.  The  state  banks  have  not  confidence  in 
each  other: — they  cannot  give  trade  the  facilities  required.  I 
have  recently  travelled  to  and  from  the  Falls  of  Ohio  to  Balti- 
more, and  can  assure  you,  sir,  I  have  heard  but  one  opinion  on 
this  subject.  We  are  your  friends — not  politicians.  I  have  al- 
ways been,  up  to  the  present  moment,  a  d'ecided  friend  of  your 
administration." — Here,  the  president,  in  a  very  angry  tone  of 
voice,  interrupted  the  chairman,  by  saying — 

"Sir,  you  keep  one-sided  company.  Andrew  Jackson  has  fifty 
letters  from  persons  of  ail  parties,  daily  on  this  subject.  Sir, 
he  has  more  and  better  information  than  you  sir— or  any  of  you. 
Andrew  Jackson  published  his  opinions  in  September  last.  I 
am  surprised  that  you  thus  talk  to  me,  sir ! — It  is  folly:  you  would 
have  us  like  the  people  of  Ireland,  paying  tribute  to  London, 
that  already  gets  a  large  amount  annually  from  this  country, 
extorted  from  the  laboring  part  of  the  community.  The  failures 
that  are  now  taking  place  are  amongst  the  stock-jobbers,  brokers, 
and  gamblers,  and  would  to  God,  they  were  all  swept  from  the 
land! — it  would  be  a  happy  thing  for  the  country. 

"Sir,"  said  the  chairman,  "all  my  experience  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  no  money  more  cheerfully  paid  by  the  merchants 
and  people  of  this  country  than  interest — bank  interest — not 
Buch  interest  as  they  now  pay — say  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  to 
collect  a  sight  draught  drawn  in  Baltimore  on  Pittsburgh." 

*"Sir,"  replied  the  president,  "1  had,  last  night,  any  amount 
of  money  offered  me  on  good  security,  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  at  six  per  cent.  They  are,  sir,  men  who  have  over- 
traded that  are  now  pressed.  The  real  capitalists  of  the  coun- 
try fell  the  pressure  last  September  and  October,  when  the 
monster  first  put  the  screw  down.    Did  not  the  monster  draw 


from  the  south  and  west,  last  fall,  thirty-five  millions?  For 
what,  sirf  To  oppress  the  state  banks  in  your  city,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York  and  Boston.  But  Andrew  Jackson  foresaw 
what  they  were  about,  and  met  them.  Sir,  I  could  have  de- 
stroyed the  monster  in  thirty  days—but  the  |)residcnt  would  not 
do  it— not  wishing  to  bring  distress  upon  the  people.  Andrew 
Jackson  invited  a  compromise  with  the  mammoth— they  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  me,  and  now,  sir,  I  will  liave  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  The  restoration  of  the  deposites  is  virtually 
a  renewal  of  the  charter,  one  and  the  same  thing." 

The  chairman  answered,  "The  people,  sir,  have  not  under- 
stood the  character  of  the  president,  if  he  is  unwillint^  to  hear 
their  calls  and  demands." 

Here,  in  a  vehement  manner,  the  president  exclaimed — "The 
people!  Talk  to  Andrew  Jackson,  sir,  about  the  people!  The 
people,  sir,  are  with  me.  I  have  undergone  much  peril  for  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  and  Andrew  Jackson  yet  lives  to  put  tai» 
foot  upon  the  head  of  the  monster,  and  crush  him  lo  the  dust." 
"Sir,"  interrupted  the  chairman  again,  "the  country  has  tried 
your  measures — Ihey  will  not  do.  They  will  ruin  two-thirds  of 
the  good  trading  men  of  the  country.  You  have  bled  us — we 
are  sick,  fainting  and  dying,  one  after  another." 

"The  mammoih,  sir,"  replied  the  president  in  a  violent  rage, 
"has  bled  you!  When  I  put  him  down,  sir,  the  other  money- 
ed institutions  will  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  people.  It  is  folly 
in  the  extreme,  to  talk  to  me  thus,  sir.  I  would  rather  under- 
go the  tortures  of  ten  Spanish  inquisitions  than  that  the  depo- 
sites  should  be  restored,  or  the  monster  be  rechartered." 

"Sir,"  said  the  chairman,  "as  there  is  no  general  relief  to  be 
had,  direct  the  public  money  now  in  the  state  bank,  in  our  city, 
back  to  the  branch  of  the  banlc  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
will  at  once  give  Baltimore  relief." 

"Talk  not  to  me,  sir,  about  your  branch!"  exclaimed  the  pre- 
sident, "did  they  not  send  in  nine  thousand  dollars  of  their  ille- 
gal bills  or  checks  to  the  bank,  the  first  day!  Let  them  make 
another  move  on  the  board,  and  Andrew  Jackson  will  check- 
mate them.  Let  them  turn  the  screw  again,  and  I  will  make 
them  feel  the  power  of  the  executive,  by  returning  on  them  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  their  illegal  checks  now  in  circulation." 

"I  hope,  sir,"  said  the  chairman,  "you  will  be  able  to  demon- 
strate how  the  country  is  to  pay  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  dis- 
counted paper  now  due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  witli 
a  metallic  currency  but  little  over  twenty  millions." 

The  answer  was — "Go,  go  to  the  monster! — and  only  the 
other  day,  sir,  what  did  the  monster  do.''  Disputed  with  the  ex- 
ecutive the  right  to  the  pension  fund.'"  At  this  time,  the  presi- 
dent had  grown  into  such  a  rage,  that  no  object  was  to  be  gain- 
ed by  attempting  to  prolong  the  discussion,  and  as  several  of 
the  delegation  had  already  manifested  their  wish  and  their  im- 
patience to  close  the  conference,  the  members  of  the  delegation 
withdrew. 

The  delegation  have  endeavored  to  report  all  that  passed  at 
this  interview  as  accurately  as  possible.  They  have  employed, 
as  far  as  their  memory  has  allowed  them,  the  exact  words,  that 
were  used  on  both  sides,  and  have  set  nothing  down  which  was 
not  distinctly  within  the  recollection  of  some  of  their  party; 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  they  believe  they  have  omitted  no- 
thing of  impoitance  to  the  illustration  of  the  opinions  which 
the  president  endeavored  to  express,  except  one  assurance 
from  the  president  which,  upon  reviewing  what  they  have  de- 
tailed above,  they  now  supply.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
on  the  state  of  the  question  before  the  country,  the  president  de- 
clared, that  he  meant  to  try  the  present  experiment  with  the 
state  banks,  until  the  period  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  if  it  then  should  be 
found  not  to  answer,  some  other  plan  would  be  resorted  to. 

This  concludes  all  that  the  delegation  have  to  report  of  tha 
sentiments  of  the  president. 

Soon  after  this  interview,  the  delegation  returned  to  the  city 
of  Baltimore.  They  deem  it  unnecessary  to  comment  upon 
the  incidents  of  their  visit  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
above  narrative,  faithfully  detailing  all  that  passed  as  nearly  as 
it  was  possible  for  the  delegation  to  report  the  same,  will  afford 
every  citizen  of  Baltimore  the  means  of  making  up  his  own 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  probable  duration  of  the  present  state 
of  things. 

The  delegation  see  no  reason  to  despond.  They  have  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  nation,  and  believe 
that  misrule,  whether  it  be  produced  by  passion,  or  by  error  of 
judgment,  cannot  long  go  uncorrected  amongst  an  intelligeni 
and  patriotic  people. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 
HUGH  BIRCKHEAD, 
G.  BROWN, 
J.  W.  PATTERSON, 
GEO.  R.  GAITHER, 
W.  C.  SHAW, 
WM.  GRAHAM, 
JNO.  BROWN  HOWELL, 
Thereupon  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  rose  and  addressed  the 
meeting  in  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  speech,  and  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  duly  second- 
ed by  S.  D.  Walker,  esq. 

I.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  long  avow- 
ed hostility  of  president  Andrew  Jackson  against  the  bank  of 
the  U.  States— an  hostility  which  has  pursued  its  object  with 
a  bitterness  increased  by  every  failure  of  its  purpose— has  en- 
gendered a  temper  that  wholly  incapacitates  him  for  wise  coua- 
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sel  in  reference  to  that  institution;  his  course,  towards  it,  has 
consequently  been  marked  by  passion  and  private  resentment, 
rather  than  by  the  sound  precepts  of  public  good. 

That,  having,  in  a  period  of  profound  tranquillity,  when  the 
great  mass  of  the  community  neither  saw  the  abuses  alleged 
against  the  bank,  nor  feared  its  power,  brought  it  within  the 
circle  of  executive  denunciation,  and  marshaled  the  forces  of 
party  to  act  against  it:  And  when,  nevertheless,  it  was  still  so 
much  a  favorite  with  the  country  as  to  obtain  the  vote  of  con- 
gress in  favor  of  the  renewal  .of  its  charter,  his  greater  anger 
was  kindled  against  it,  and  a  system  of  warfare  was  adopted  by 
him  for  its  overthrow,  which  has  been  characterised  by  an  acri- 
mony unknown  in  the  annals  of  our  political  history.  That,  in 
the  course  of  this  warfare,  he  has  resorted  to  every  expedient 
within  his  reach,  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  impair  its 
means  of  fulfilling  its  engagements  to  the  nation — thereby  evinc- 
ing a  reckless  spirit  of  persecution,  more  resembling  personal 
hatred  than  official  zeal. 

That,  in  the  headlong  fervor  inspired  by  these  feelings,  goad- 
ed and  exasperated  by  disappointment,  he  has  forgotten  the 
constitutional  limits  of  his  own  power,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  punishment  upon  his  victim,  he  has  unlawfully  seized 
upon  the  public  treasure  deposited  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank, 
under  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  for  which  the  honor  of  the 
nation  was  pledged,  and  has  distributed  this  treasure  whereso- 
ever, in  his  judgment,  the  convenience  of  the  public,  as  he  in- 
terprets it,  requires. 

That  in  the  performance  of  this  act,  he  has,  under  the  pretext 
of  power,  conferred  upon  him  by  tlie  constitution,  assumed  and 
adopted  a  principle  which  involves  a  dangerous  violation  of  the 
duties  of  a  good  magistrate;  a  principle  that  has  been  developed 
in  the  act  of  discarding  a  secretary,  who  held  his  office  at  the 
executive  pleasure,  because  that  secretary  refused  to  obey  the 
will  of  the  president  in  a  matter  not  within  the  president's  su- 
pervision, but  exclusively  confided  to  the  secretary  by  law;  and 
then  substituting  in  the  place  of  the  conscientious,  but  "refrac- 
tory subordinate,"  another,  better  inclined  to  obey  his  behests; 
thus  inculcating  the  mischievous  political  doctrine  that  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  can  only  expect  to  hold  office  upon  the  terms 
of  unqualified  obedience  to  his  wishes. 

That,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  he  has  disregarded  the 
clear,  plain  and  almost  prophetic  warnings  as  to  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  measure,  of  the  councillors  whom  the  tawa  had  placed 
around  him,  and  in  opposition  to  their  wholesome  advice,  has 
rushed,  with  precipitate  and  most  pernicious  haste,  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  will. 

That,  in  the  same  act,  he  has  endeavored  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  authority  and  reputation  of  congress,  by  forestalling 
the  action  of  that  body  on  the  subject,  and  menacing  the  exer- 
cise of  his  veto  upon  any  attenipt  it  might  make  to  restore  the 
nation  to  its  former  attitude;  thus,  after  many  illusory  profes- 
Bions  of  respect  for  the  majority  of  the  nation,  actually  threat- 
ening to  shelter  himself  in  the  exceptionaWe  powers  conferred 
upon  a  minority. 

That,  in  like  manner,  he  has  derogated  from  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  by  the 
tone  with  which  he  claims  to  consider  the  government  as  only 
existing  in  himself  and  the  officers  of  his  cabinet. 

That,  relying  upon  the  great  and  overwhelming  popularity 
which  a  past  renown  has  conferred  upon  him,  and  which  lias 
begotten  towards  him  a  man-worship  altogether  unbecoming 
the  citizens  of  a  free  republic,  he  has  been  emboldened  to  pur- 
sue his  passionate  and  self-willed  career,  in  the  idea  that  the  peo- 
ple will  sustain  him  in  whatever  he  chooses  to  propose.  In  this 
spirit  he  has  declared  that,  "he  assumes  the  responsibility  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites" — aiming,  by  this  declaration,  to  rally 
the  people  around  him,  and  to  transfer  the  question  of  an  inde- 
fensible and  pernicious  measure  into  one  of  party  and  personal 
attachment. 

That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  having,  by  a  strict  and 
compulsory  compliance  with  the  policy  dictated  to  it  by  the  pre- 
sident, conclusively  demonstrated  the  evil  consequences  of  that 
policy;  and  from  the  constrained  position  which  has  been  forc- 
ed upon  that  institution,  severe  calamity  and  not  unforeseen 
disaster  having  ensued — the  responsibility  for  these  evils  must 
fall  upon  the  head  of  him  who  assumed  the  responsibility;  and  it 
is  but  little  compatible  with  the  moral  courage,  which  has  been 
claimed  for  the  president,  that  he  should  shrink,  in  the  moment 
of  difficulty,  from  his  accountability  for  the  result,  and  seek  to 
throw  that  accountability  upon  the  bank.  He  has  indeed  de- 
clared tliat  much  of  the  disaster  now  experienced  was  not  only 
looked  for  by  him,  but  that  it  is  also  in  accordance  with  his 
wishes.  If,  however,  more  distress  than  he  expected  has  re- 
sulted, that  fact  alone  should  admonish  him  to  restore  the  coun- 
try to  its  original  happy  condition,  by  a  magnanimous  retrac- 
tion of  his  error.  The  glory  of  never  retracing  a  step,  is  both 
an  obstinate  and  wicked  pride,  incompatible  with  the  character 
of  a  wise  and  upright  statesman. 

That  THE  EXPERIMENT  of  creating  a  sound  currency, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  associated  slate  banks— in  which 
experiment  the  president  has  announced  his  determination  to 
persist— is  one  that  has  heretofore  been  fully  tried  and  univer- 
sally deplored:  it  is  an  experiment  which  was  then  proved,  and 
will  be  proved  again,  to  be  fatal  to  the  public  pro.-sperity,  and  if 
persevered  in  will  goon  redonbling  and  perpetuating  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  nation.  Political  wisdom,  even  more  than  pri- 
vate, is  best  conducted  by  the  experience  of  history.  Not  less 
objectionable  is  the  experiment  ef  banishing  a  raized  paper  and 


specie  circulation,  and  substituting  for  it  a  metallic  currency. 
In  such  a  commuQity  as  ours,  it  is  a  visionary  and  impractica- 
ble expedient;  and  even  if  practicable,  a  mischievous  scheme 
that  would  be  attended  with  such  distress  as  would  speedily 
cause  it  to  be  exploded  as  a  gross  absurdity.  Whichever,  there- 
fore, of  these  two  opposite  and  incongruous  experiments  the 
executive  designs  eventually  to  rest  upon — whether  that  of  a 
state  bank  currency,  which  most  be  depreciated  by  expansiotif 
or  that  of  the  precious  metals,  which  must  do  its  mischief  by 
contraction — they  are  both  equally  unworthy  of  a  wise  govern- 
ment. 

That  the  hitherto  prosperous  and  eminently  happy  condition 
of  the  country  rendered  all  such  experiments  not  only  unwise, 
but  unjust;  and  the  attempting  them  argues  a  disposition  in  the 
executive  to  trifle  with  the  best  and  dearest  interests  of  the 
community.  The  effect  of  all  measures  which  tend  to  embarass 
the  currency,  inasmuch  as  they  operate  upon  the  relations  of 
debtor  and  creditor,  and  produce  frequent  changes  in  money 
values,  is  peculiarly  afflictive  to  the  poor  and  laboring  classes. 
These  disorders,  by  the  destruction  of  credit  and  confidence 
that  inevitably  attends  them,  deprive  labor  of  its  proper  reward, 
drive  it  from  its  lawful  employments  and  make  sad  inroads  upon 
the  welfare  of  every  man  who  subsists  by  his  daily  toil;  whilst 
at  the  same  time  they  prepare  a  bountiful  harvest  of  profit  for 
those  who,  free  from  the  cares  of  earning  their  subsistence, 
have  capital  at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  the  wants  of  the 
needy.  They  emphatically  make  "the  rich  richer,  and  poor 
poorer."  The  system,  therefore,  proposed  by  the  president,  is 
conspicuously  entitled  to  be  called  "the  industrious  and  the  la- 
boring man's  curse." 

II.  Therefore  resolved,  For  all  these  reasons,  tliis  meeting 
utterly  reprobate  the  policy  lately  adopted  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and 
they  solemnly  PROTEST  against  the  exercise  of  the  powers  By 
which  he  has  attempted  to  effectuate  his  purpose.  And  the 
members  of  this  meeting  pledge  themselves  to  use  all  lawful 
means  within  their  command  to  rescue  the  country  from  the 
consequence  of  this  misrule. 

III.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  have  full  confidence  in  the 
good  sense,  virtue  and  love  of  country  of  their  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  union,  and  trust  securely  in  the  belief  that,  as 

the  eyes  of  the  people  are  opened  to  the  true  character  of  the       ^h 
measures  of  their  public  servants,  the  nation  will  effectually       ^H 
vindicate  the  integrity  of  the  constitution  in  the  enforcement      '^M 
of  a  strict  account  and  due  responsibility  from  those  Who  ad- 
minister the  government. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  accorded 
to  gen.  Chambers,  of  the  senate,  and  James  P.  Heath,  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  for  their  prompt  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion in  the  views  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial,  lately  presented 
by  them  to  congress;  and  that  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  this  meetiog  are  due  to  the  delegation  whose  report  has  been 
read  this  day,  for  their  able  and  efficient  services  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

V.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  entirely  and  unhesitatingly  dis- 
approve of  the  conduct  of  Isaac  McKim,  esq.  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  this  city;  and  that  they  perceive,  in  his  course, 
a  subserviency  to  the  views  of  the  executive,  altogether  irrecon- 
cileable  to  the  exercise  of  a  manly  freedom,  and  incompatible 
with  the  duties  of  the  representative  of  an  enlightened  and  free 
community — A  subserviency  that  is  calculated  to  surrender  the 
independence  of  congress  at  the  footstool  of  executive  power- 
as  degrading  in  the  one,  as  it  is  dangerous  in  the  other. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  thirty-one  citizens  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  (of  which  committee 
the  president  of  this  meeting  be  chairman),  to  act  as  a  committee 
of  safetj',  and  that  they  be  autlioriscd  to  take  such  measure* 
as  tiiey  may  deem  necessary  to  promote  the  objects  of  this 
meeting. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  public 
newspapers,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  by  the  secretary  to  each  of 
the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  state  of  Maryland  in 
congress. 

The  question  being  propounded  by  the  president  to  the  meeting 
on  tiie  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  carried  by  an  al- 
most unaninious  vote,  some  two  or  three  voices  only  dissenting. 
After  tliis,  the  meeting  adjourned  about  sundown  with  three 
hearty  cheers.  The  chairman  then  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen as  the  committee  of  safety  of  thirty-one,  in  pursuance  to 
the  foreuoing  resolutions: 

William  Crawford,  jr.  Talbot  Jones, 

George  Brown.  '  Jacob  Albert, 

Joseph  W.  Patterson,  James  Wilson, 

John  B.  Howell,  Jnlin  McKim,  jr. 

William  C-  Shaw,  William  llubbavd, 

George  R.  Gailher,  Joseph  K.  vStapleton,^ 

Hucli  Birckhead,  W.  II.  Conkling, 

William  Graham,  Reverdy  Johnson, 

David  Stewart,  John  P.  Kennedy, 

George  Rogers,  II.  W.Evans, 

Samuel  D,  Walker,  Jonathan  Meredith, 

Matthew  Kelly,  Peter  Leary, 

Gen.  Wm.  McDonald,  James  Corner, 

Job  Smith,  jr.  James  Biays,jr. 

J.  V.  L.  McMahon,  R.  D.  Biirn:=, 

(Signed)  V.  BHICB,  president. 

H.  W.  Evans, 
George  Rogers, 
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We  have,  by  a  moderate  computation,  about  five  hun- 
dred articles  and  items  ot  information,  remaining  on  the 
table,  which  ought  to  be  inserted  or  noticed ! 

The  occasional  debates  which  take  place  in  congress 
on  the  presentation  of  petitions,  are  very  interesting, 
much  more  so  than  the  I'egnlar  debates  usually  are;  but  we 
cannot  pretend  to  keep  pace  with  them.  We  have,  how- 
ever, made  some  extracts  from  certain  remarks  of  Messrs. 
JVebster  and  Clay,  when  the  mierhorial  of  the  builders  of 
Philadelphia  was  offered  in  the  senate. 

We  publish,  at  full  length,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
sustaining  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  removing  the  public  deposites,  and  intend, 
in  our  next,  in  like  manner  to  offer  the  dissent  of  the  mi- 
nority of  that  committee.  Perhaps,  these  are  the  only 
long  papers  that  we  shall  be  required  to  publish  on  this 
subject  for  some  time— but  these  are  of  a  character  which 
demands  a  place. 

To  record  the  various  proceedings  had  in  consequence 
of  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  &c.  is  impossible;  and 
even  to  mention  the  whole,  is  impracticable.  A  large 
part  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States  is  much  agitated,  and 
am  extraordinary  excitement  prevails — and  meetings  for 
and  against  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  are  yet 
being  held  in  many  places.  The  latter,  we  regret  to  ob- 
serve, are  called  with  entire  reference  to  party  politics, 
in  many  cases.  Those  in  favor  of  the  restoration  do  not 
make  such  a  discrimination,  and  are  attended  by  many 
strong  friends  of  the  executive,  at  different  places. 

The  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  committee  who  visited 
Washington,  and  waited  on  the  president,  has  been  some 
time  before  us.  It  very  closely  corroborates  the  reports 
of  other  like  committees,  and,  indeed,  goes  beyond  them 
in  some  impGituht  respects.  It  is  laid  aside  for  preser- 
vation. 

A  great  movement  is  making  in  Massachusetts.  A 
petition  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  had  been  sign- 
ed by  6,700  citizens  of  Boston,*  and  it  was  thought  the 
number  would  be  much  increased;  and  one  of  the  largest 
meetings  ever  held  at  Faiiueil  Hall  was  assembled,  at 
■which  many  resolutions  of  a  decided  character  were  pass- 
ed, one  of  which  appointed  a  "committee  of  safety"  of 
thirty.  Another  appointed  a  delegation  to  bear  the  peti- 
tion to  Washington,  the  chairman  of  which  is  Mr.  nipple- 
ton,  late  the  member  of  congress  from  that  city. 

But  neither  the  excitement,  nor  the  pressure,  has  yet 
nearly  reached  the  extent  to  which  both  will  proceed. 
Every  day  adds  failure  to  failure,  misery  to  misery,  and 
reduces  the  means  of  the  most  solvent  persons.  Many 
men,  as  yet,  pay  their  debts  by  exhausting  their  fortunes, 
in  sacrifices  to  perserve  their  credit!  A  member  of  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts  lately  said  in  his  place  that 
$2,500,000  had  been  paid,  in  that  state,  for  extra  interests 
since  the  removal  of  tl»e  deposites.  We  think  that  t!>is 
is  less  than  the  truth,  in  a  community  so  eminently  com- 
mercial as  the  state  named.  It  is  our  opinion,  derived 
from  several  conversations  with  persons  who  ought  to 
know,  that  the  daily  amount  of  shavings  in  Baltimore 
amounts  to  100,000  dollars.  It  is,  of  all  sorts,  more  than 
less  that  sum.  The  average  is  not  less  thnn  3  per  cent. 
a  month,  including  brokerage,  and  otlier  charges,  such  as 
in  the  borrowing  oi  xnicurrent  money,  &c.  and  the  shaving 
of  payable  post  checks.  The  legal  rate  of  interest  is  the 
half  of  one  cent,  on  the  dollar,  per  daj- — the  present  rate 
three  cents:  100,000  dollars,  at  a  ^  per  cent,  per  dollar, 
is  500  dollars,  at  3  per  cent.  3,000 — difference  in  a  month 

*The  professions  of  the  sinners  are  added— «/ia<  they  may  be 
found.     Of  the  6,700  there,  were  3,200  mechanics,  manufacturers 
and   laboring  men,  2,300  merchants  and  traders— the  rest  of 
other  occupation?,  professional  men,  &c. 
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of  30  days  $75,000,  or,  for  four  months,  300,000  dollars. 
But  tlie  dealings  in  Baltimore  are  not  a  tenth  part  of 
those  oi'  jMassachusetts;  and  besides,  Baltimore  seems  as 
yet  to  have  suffered  less  from  the  pressure  than  any  otlier 
place  of  business  east  or  northward  of  this  city,  for  our 
people  had  beeti  taught  caution  in  the  £chool  of  adversilv 
and  not  yet  ibrgotten  their  lessons.  We  then  easily  be- 
lieve in  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  yet  there  is  no  dealing  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  better  able  to  pay  their  debts,  in  ordinary  times, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  that  industrous  and  thrll'ty  and 
economical  commonwealth.  The  searcity  of  inonev,  or 
want  of  confidence  in  Baltimore,  may  be  gathered  from 
the  rates  of  exclianges.  The  bills  of  as  good  banks,  at 
home,  to  say  the  least  of  them  as  our  own,  have  these 
rates — New  England  bank  notes  3  per  cent,  discount, 
New  York,  (country  and  safety  fund)  5,  unless  of  Al- 
bany which  are  at  3.  Pennsylvania,  even  if  payable  at, 
or  received  by  tlie  banks  of  Philadelphia,  (but  not  de- 
positable  in  our  own  banks),  1  to  2;  others,  (good  banks)  3 
@  5  percent.  District  of  Columbia  ^  to  1;  Virginia  2  per 
cent.  South  Carolina  3,  North  Cai-olina,  Georgia,  Loui- 
siana, Alabama,  and  other  states  south  and  west,  "no 
sales,"  or  at  froni  7^  to  10  percent,  discount.  But  the 
"safely  fund"  banks,  at  New  York,  have  a  rate  of  dis- 
count that  does  not  exceed  1^  per  cent,  if  the  average 
amounts  to  so  much — and  a  good  many  of  them  are  really 
at  par,  in  that  city,  at  this  time. 

The  preceding  facts  are  not  stated  to  injure  the  credit 
of  the  banks  alluded  to,  for  most  of  them  may  be  as 
sound  as  other  banks  are;  but  for  the  simple  purpose  of 
shewng  the  pressure  for  present  means,  with  the  want  of 
confidence,  that  prevails  in  this  city. 

It  is  with  much  regret,  and  only  in  a  sense  of  duty,  we 
must  add — that  on  the  Stb^ist.  we  sold  a  note  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  bridge  and  bank  company,  issued  by  the  office 
in  this  city,  at  10  per  ceiit.  discount,  and  that,  on  the 
13th,  we  saw  them  refused  by  a  broker  at  that  rate,  when 
present  and  getting  other  notes  shaved.  They  were  al- 
together rejected.  But  the  failure  of  this  institution, 
though  distressing  some  individuals,  cannot  have  any 
ser^ible  effect  on  the  Baltimore  banks,  generally,  and 
their^credit  ought  not  to  be  in  the  least  impaired,  from 
the  circumstances  mentioned. 

[It  is  said  that  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  this  bank 
will  soon  be  commenced,  and  that  the  whole  issue  will  be 
paid.  We  shall  derive  much  pleasure  in  stating  the  fact 
to  the  public] 

We  have  an  official  statement,  and  intended  to  publish 
it  this  week,  shewing  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  tiie  U. 
States  on  the  1st  October,  1833,  and  1st  March,  1834, 
from  which  we  can  only  give  the  following  summary 
statement,  at  present. 

Loans.  Deposites. 

October  1,  1833,  60,094,202  93  17.877,298  36 

M.uch  1,  1834,  56,157,829  86  9,947,363  54 


October  1,  1833, 
March  1,  1834, 


3,925,373  07 
Circulation. 
19,128,189  57 
18,523,189  00 


7,929,934  62 

Specie. 

10,663,441  51 

10,385,439  15 


605,000  57  278,002  36 

This  shows  tliat  the  reduction  of  the  loans  has  not 
been,  by  upwards  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  as  great  as 
the  reduction  of  the  deposites,  and  yet  the  bank  is  blamed 
for  causing  the  pressure.  Money  was  yet  plenty  in  Oc- 
tober last — why  tlien  is  it  scarce  now? 

Mr.  Chambers  in  reply  to  Mr.  King  of  Geo.  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  inst.  (the  latter 
having  said  that  he  had  heard  nothing  of  distress  among 
the  people,  or  violation  of  the  law  by  the  president,  until 
he  heard  of  them  on  that  floor,  &c.)  made  a  reference  to. 


34 


NILES'  REGISTER— MARCH   15,  1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


Mr.  Jhtane^a  letters  to  the  people  now  publishing,  and 
said  that  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  Messrs.  Buane  and 
JJicioTje  "sounded  in  the  president's  ear  the  warning 
voice  of  caution,  and  foretold,  with  prophetic  accuracy, 
the  results  of  his  mischievous  experiment." 

Mr.  Z)7^n7ie'«  letter  to  the  president  of  the  10th  of  July, 
(very  recently  published),  plainly  says  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  would  be  regarded  as  an  "extreme 
and  arbitrary  measure," — and  he  also,  with  wonderful 
certainty,  foretold  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and 
pressure  on  the  people,  that  would  follow  it.  No  man 
now  could  describe  the  existing  state  of  things  more 
clearly  than  Mr.  Duane  predicted  them,  in  his  formal 
letter  to  the  president  of  July  10,  1833. 

The  "Globe"  of  Monday  last  asserted,  as  on  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Taney,  that  the  statement  made  by  the 
Baltimore  committee  of  the  conversation  of  a  part  of  that 
committee  with  him  was  misrepresented;  on  which 
Messrs.  William  Crawford,  jr.  George  Broxvn  and  Joseph 
IV.  Patterson  (the  other  gentleman  who  waited  on  Mr. 
Taney,  Mr.  Gaither,  being  absent)  addressed  a  note  to 
Mr.  T.  asking  whether  the  editor  of  the  "Globe"  had 
his  (Mr.  T's)  authority  for  the  assertion  that  he  had 
made;  and,  receiving  no  answer,  they  published  their  note 
to  Mr.  T.  on  Thursday  last,  affirming,  over  their  own 
proper  signatures,  the  accuracy  ot  their  statement.  And 
yesterday  morning  there  was  published  a  long  private 
letter  of  Mr.  Taney  to  a  gentleman  of  Baltimore,  dated 
on  the  lOth,  in  which  he  observes,  "I  cannot  undertake 
to  say  whether  I  did  or  did  not  use  the  words  imputed  to 
me.  But  if  they  were  used  they  were  applied  to  the  ge- 
neral ruin  which  the  mercantile  community  should  wil- 
lingly bring  on  itself  by  creating  a  panic  for  party  pur- 
poses." This  is  sufficient  for  a  general  view  of  the  state 
of  this  matter.     We  cannot  go  into  particulars. 

It  is  probable  that  the  most  animated  political  contest 
which  has  happened  in  the  state  for  many  years  will 
take  place  in  Virginia,  in  the  ensuing  month,  when  the 
members  of  the  legislature  are  to  be  chosen.  The  strong- 
est men,  on  both  sides,  are  being  brought  out,  and  each 
party  will  exert  itself  to  the  utmost.  It  is  said  that  both.of 
the  great  parties  in  the  legislature  will  publish  an  address 
to  the  people.  Parties  in  this  tstate  seem  to  have  neaily 
settled  down  into  a  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  party,  and 
an  anti-Jackson  and  anti-Van  Buren  party;  all  minor 
questions  being  merged  in  the  success  or  defeat  of  the 
individuals  named. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  election  of  charter  or 
corporation  officers,  takes  place  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  next  month.  These  are  very  important,  because  of 
the  disbursements  and  patronage  of  the  government  of 
that  gre^t  city.  The  "in«!ependent  republicans,"  are 
making  much  preparation  to  encounter  tlie  "Tamma- 
nies"— and,  warmed  with  the  hope  of  success,  though  the 
odd's  have  been  so  much  in  favor  of  the  latter,  the  former 
are  rallying  their  strength  and  organizing  themselves  with 
all  diligence.  While  the  Evening  Post  charges  it  upon 
the  "independent  republicans"  that  some  individuals  are 
giving  from  100  to  1,000  dollars  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  election,  the  Evening  Star  asserts  that  all  per- 
sons in  public  office  have  been  ordered  to  pay  up  an  as- 
sessment, at  a  rat€  equal  to  the  highest  that  has  ever  been 
imposed  upon  them;  which  we  have  heretofore  heard 
was  ten  fJer  cetii..  on  the  whole  amount  of  a  year's  salary 
or  fee*! 

At  a  meeting  in  favor  of  the  bank,  held  in  Vermont, 
Mr.  Meech,  late  **Jackson"  candidate  for  governor,  pre- 
8ide<l— 'and  at  another  hold  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  John  C. 
Schenck,  esq.  recently  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
friends  of  the  adminlBtratlon  in  that  state,  took  a  leading 
part.  Such  things  are  of  frequent  occurrence — and  so 
they  should  be.  It  is  an  act  of  great  violence  to  force  a 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  currency,  into  the  tran- 
sient and  turbulent  ups  and  downs  of  political  parties. 

Hundreds  of  new  meetings  of  the  people  have  just  been 
held  or  called  to  be  held,  in  diffident  parts  of  the  union, 
but  most  numerously  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  on  account  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  coun- 
try.    On  the  20th  inst.  there  is  to  be  a  grand  meeting  of 


the  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  at  which 
it  is  recommended  that  the  different  trades  shall  appear 
with  their  banners  and  badges — and  that  the  store-keep- 
ers close  their  stores,  for  the  afternoon. 

Gov.  W^olf's  very  sudden  change  of  opinion,  causes 
much  speculation  In  Pennsylvania.  The  Pittsburgh 
committee,  who  called  at  Harrisburgb,  on  their  way  to 
Washington,  a  short  time  ago,  reported  that  his  former 
good  opinion  of  the  bank  was  unchanged. 

On  the  8th  inst.  Baltimore  bank  notes  were  at  ^  per 
cent,  discount  at  Pittsburgh — and  on  the  same  day  Pitts- 
burgh bank  notes  were  at  3  per  cent,  discount  at  Balti- 
more— both  being  equally  good,  at  home!  The  time  be- 
tween ti)ese  cities  Is  less  than  3  days,  or,  going  and  re- 
turning, with  one  da}'  to  make  tlie  exchange,  say  seven 
days,  or  exactly  a  half  per  cent,  per  day  on  money  be- 
tween the  two  places — or  182;}  per  cent,  per  annum! 
This  is  a  pretty  state  of  things — but  it  prevails  in  all  parts 
of  the  union.  There  was,  and,  perhaps,  yet  is,  a  tariff  of 
exchange  even  between  Albany  and  Troy,  five  miles 
apart,  the  banks  in  each  being  equally  good  !  But  the  con- 
dition of  things  within  the  state  of  New-York  seems  to 
be  generally  improved. 

We  observe  that  the  somniferous  paper  read  by  the 
honorable*  and  "honest"  Isaac  Hill  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber, (but  not  to  the  senate,  for  friends  and  enemies 
"cleared  out"  to  avoid  the  punishment  of  hearing  it), 
has  been  published  in  the  "Globe"  as  Mr.  Hill's  speech, 
into  which  the  writer  or  reader  has  introduced  some  ex- 
tracts from  the  Register  of  1820,  in  relation  to  the 
bank.  "Hezeklah  Niles"  sees  not  one  Mord  in  the  ho- 
norable and  "honest"  gentleman's  quotation  that  he  will 
retract — for  every  word  had  respect  to  then  existing 
facts,  and  what  seemed  to  be  the  manifest  intentions  of 
tliose  who  then  had  charge  over  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
We  just  take  the  libei-ty,  however,  to  say,  that  in  his 
comments  on  the  extract  presented,  the  honorable  and 
"honest"  gentleman  says  some  things  that  are  not  true. 
But  '■Hhafs  nothen,^''  as  major  Downing  would  say — and 
*^some  things  are  so  despicable,"  as  Mr.  Senator  Clayton 
said,  that  we  must  pass  them  over. 

As  the  honorable  and  "honest"  senator  is  pleased  with 
"extracts,"  we  shall  give  one  or  two  out  of  many  in  our 
possession,  which  we  find  marked  as  from  the  JV'.  Hamp- 
shire Patriot  of  1824 — and  we  guess  that  they  are  "ge- 
nuwine" — for  they  have  been  repeatedly  published  as 
such,  and  we  never  heard  their  verity  denied: 

"General  Jackson,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyh^ania,  now 
finds  those  only  opposed  to  his  election,  ^\  ho  defended 
his  lionest  but  indiscreet  zeal,  -when  he  tiampled  on  the 
civil  authority,  by  arresting  the  United  Slates^  judge, 
and  other  citizens  at  J^eiv  Orleans,  and  ivheji  he  seized 
and  executed  Jlrbnthnot  and  Ambrister,  in  Florida;  he 
has  there  changed  friends,  combining  what  with  the  ho- 
nest portion  of  the  community  who  gaze  with  admiration 
at  his  military  prowess,  ivhat  with  a  portion  of  men  ambi- 
tious for  place  a7id preferment,  and  what  with  that  par- 
ty -who  care  not  -who  they  support,  so  that  they  make  7w's- 

Chief,  AND  BREAK  UP  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY,    a    hoSt  lu 

that  slate,  which  will  probably  outnumber  the  friends  of 
any  other  presidential  candidate." 

"We  love  our  civil  rights  and  privileges  too  well  to 
place  Jackson  in  the  presidential  chair.  IFe  do  not  like 
to  be  hanged ivithout  ^'rhyme  or  reason." 

Now,  will  the  honorable  and  "honest"  senator,  who 
has  "waxed  fat"  on  mail  contracts  and  heavy  feedings  at 
tjie  public  crib,  stand  b}"^  what  he  said,  as  we  are  ready 
to  stand  by  what  we  saidi*  The  administration  of  the 
bank  when  placed  in  nev;  hands,  relieved  it  from  those 
causes  for  censure  which  we  thought  it  well  deserved — ■ 
but  how  is  it  with  the  facts  urged  by  Mr.  ////^  against 
general  Jackson?  Have  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  for 
example,  been  restored  to  life,  as  the  bank,  under  its  new 

*We  have  italicised  the  word  "honorable"  Itecaiise  that  tlie 
"N(nv  Hampshire  Patriot"  of  the  3d  May,  1830,  for  instance, 
had  his  name  138  times,  in  diflerent  essays,  and  often  with  thia 
prefixlure;  and  in  two  columns  of  that  paper  of  tlie  lOlh  of  the 
same  month,  his  name  was  used  42  times,  several  of  which 
were  in  flaminf!  capitals,  and,  perhaps,  all  manufactured  by  his 
own  honorable  and  "honest"  self. 
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direction,  was  reformed?— 'and  proceeded  to  accomplish 
the  purposes  for  M'hich  it  was  designed,  in  the  establish- 
ment ot"  a  sound  and  wholesome  currency?  We  prefer 
not  these  things  against  the  president — but  refer  to  them 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  honorable  and  "honest"  sena- 
tor— who  said  more  against  gen.  Jackson,  personally,  in 
the  little  paragraphs  quoted,  than  is  contained  in  all  tlie 
forty-five  capacious  volumes  of  the  Registku,  as  written 
by  us — there  is  more  pure  malignity  and  caucus-slavish 
abuse  in  it,  than  we  ever  extended  towards  an  individual, 
(for  we  seldom  indulge  at  all  in  personalities,  unless  in 
the  lex  tahonis);  but  Isaac  Hill  cannot  complain  tiiat  we 
have  "returned  his  compliment" — extract  against  extract. 

On  Monday  next  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Webster  will 
bring  out  his  project  concerning  the  bank — 'prefering  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  with  certain  modifications.  A  ge- 
neral discussion  in  the  house  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  (inserted  in  the  present  sheet), 
will  also  soon  be  going  on. 

A  gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  remitting  his  payment 
for  the  Register,  says,  "I  am  the  only  union  man  in  this 
village,  and  have  often  been  insulted  by  being  told  that  it 
was  because  I  read  old  Niles'  paper.  I  fear,  and  am  sor- 
ry to  say  that  more  has  been  done  [by  "the  government"], 
in  the  last  four  months  to  promote  nullification,  than  ever 
before  was  done  for  it." 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  12th  says — The  pre- 
sident yesterday  re-nomma^e J  to  the  senate  the  three  per- 
sons lately  rejected  as  government  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  reasons  which  he  assigned  to 
the  senate  for  this  unusual  step,  if  any,  were  communi- 
cated in  confidence,  and  are  of  course  unknown  to  us. 

Mr.  Leigh  the  new  senator  from  Virginia,  made  his 
first  speech  on  the  12th  inst.  It  was  a  brief  one — 'of 
some  30  or  40  minutes;  but  is  said  to  have  fully  sustained 
the  high  reputation  which  he  has  long  borne  at  home, 
and  had  preceded  him  to  the  senate.  What  a  constella- 
tion of  talent  is  now  collected  in  that  body,  though  it 
contains  some  veiy  small  men ! 

ITEMS. 

The  frigates  United  States  and  Constellation  suffered 
much  damage  in  a  severe  gale,  on  the  l4th  Dec.  and 
were  in  great  danger  of  being  lost,  but  they  got  into 
Milo,  where  they  were  repaired,  and  had  since  arrived 
at  Malta  on  their  way  to  Mahon. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  difficulties  in  Alabama  are 
yet  adjusted.  It  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  white 
settlers  have  been  commenced  by  the  U.  S.  officers. 

At  last,  a  representative  has  been  chosen  in  the  9th 
congressional  district  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Jackson, 
anti-masonic,  has  succeeded  by  a  small  majority  of  all  the 
votes;  and,  as  on  all  leading  questions  that  lias  been  or 
are  before  congress,  Mr.  J.  declared  that  he  coincided 
in  opinion  with  gen.  Dearborn,  the  late  representative — 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  latter,  to  end  the  contest  at  a 
crisis  so  important,  cast  their  votes  for  Mr.  Jackson. 
There  are  yet  three  vacant  seats  in  congress— that  which 
is  contested  by  Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore,  the  one  made 
vacant  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  of  Va.  and  the 
other  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  BuUard,  appointed  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana. 

We  much  regret  to  hear  that  the  cholera  has  reappear- 
ed in  some  parts  of  the  west,  bordering  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

There  have  recently  been  several  great  fires  at  New 
York.  This  city  has  very  many  buildings  fair  to  the  eye, 
like  "painted  sepulchres,"  but  made  up  of  the  most  com- 
bustible materials  within,  as  well  as  many  frame  edifices, 
built  in  a  hurry,  to  accommodate  the  rush  of  popula- 
tion— and  to  have  a  dozen  or  two  of  these  burnt  down  at 
a  time,  is  no  extraordinary  affair,  in  the  want  of  Avater 
to  extinguish  the  flames,  let  the  valuable  firemen  do  all 
that  they  can.  About  50  families,  of  the  poorest  classes, 
were  dislodged  by  one  fire  on  tlie  evening  of  the  10th 
instant— chiefly  natives  of  Ireland. 

The  Corkonians  and  United  Irishmen,  laborers  on  the 
canal,  have  had  a  terrible  fight  at  New  Orleans,  in  which 
several  were  killed  and  wounded,  when  the  riot  was  sup- 


pressed and  many  of  the  rioters  arrested  to  answer  for 
it.  We  wish  tliat  these  people  would  leave  their  abomi- 
nable local  hatreds  of  each  otlier,  as  well  as  their  much 
cherislied  desire  of  appealing  io  Jhrce,  behind  them. 

Lower  Canada.  The  dissensions  between  the  colonial 
legislature  and  the  governor-general  Aylmer  and  the 
royal  government  at  home,  have  risen  to  a  great  height. 
Early  in  last  month,  a  set  of  resolutions,  ncai-ly  one  hun- 
(h-ed  in  number,  was  moved,  forming  a  sort  of  declara- 
tion of  rights  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  conchuling  by 
proposing  to  expunge  from  the  journals  of  the  house  the 
despatches  of  Mr.  Stanley,  the  British  colonial  secretary, 
and  tlie  impeaching  of  the  governor-general.  Tiiey  were 
brought  up  for  discussion  on  the  15th,  ult.  and  debated  all 
that  day  and  the  next.  All  sul)stitutes  were  rejected  by 
overwhelming  majorities,  and  late  in  the  night  of  the  16th, 
fifty-five  of  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sitiori.  The  whole  probably  passed  as  reported.  The 
resolutions  adopted  contain  a  call  for  conventions  of  the 
people.  The  results  of  this  bold  attitude  which  the 
house  have  assumed,  must  be  important  to  the  future  re- 
lations of  the  colony  with  Great  Britain. 

In  one  of  the  resolutions  it  is  significantly  remarked, 
that  the  population  of  the  United  States  will,  in  twenty 
years,  be  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  the 
British  North  American  colonies  will,  in  the  same  period, 
be  equal  to  that  of  the  United  States  when  they  declared 
their  independence. 

Upper  Canada  is  also  in  a  state  of  high  excitement. 

Two  or  three  great  nests  of  counterfeiters  of  bank 
notes  have  been  broken  up.  The  extent  to  which  this 
business  was  proceeding,  is  truly  astonishing.  The  in- 
crease of  banking  institutions  will  give  it  a  new  impetus. 

—••»>♦©  ®  9""' 
FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  London  papers  to  the  26th  and  Paris  to  the  3lst  January. 

FRANCE. 

A  duel  was  fought  on  the  29th  January,  between  gen.  Bu- 
geaud  and  M.  Dulong,  two  members  of  the  chamber  of  deputies. 
The  seconds  of  gen.  B.  were  gen.  Rumigny  and  col.  Lamy,  and 
those  of  the  latter,  M.  George  Lafayette  and  col.  Bacot.  The 
duel  resulted  in  the  death  of  M.  Dulong.  There  had  been  seve- 
ral other  duels  between  students  of  medicine,  one  of  which  also 
proved  mortal  to  one  of  the  parties. 

The  French  journals  are  equally  severe  with  the  English,  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  They  say  that  no  con- 
stitutional, or  absolute  monarch  would  have  dared  to  commit 
such  an  outrage  upon  the  laws. 

SPAIN. 

Martinez  de  la  Roza  had  been  nominated  to  succeed  M.  Zea, 
the  prime  minister.  This  nomination  gives  universal  satisfac- 
tion and  the  best  anticipations  are  indulged  in  for  the  success 
of  the  monarchy  under  his  guidance.  The  national  guard  had 
been  reorganized,  the  government  reserving  to  itself  the  choice 
of  the  otficers.  The  entire  military  force  of  the  country  is  to 
consist  of  120,000  men. 

The  most  important  feature  in  the  present  aspect  of  Spain, 
is  the  contemplated  re-organization  of  its  government.  The 
coriez,  it  is  understood,  will  not  be  convoked;  but  instead  of 
it  a  representative  government  established,  consisting  of  two 
branches.  Two-thirds  of  the  upper  branch  is  to  consist  of  the 
nobility,  and  one-third  of  the  higher  orders  of  the  clergy.  The 
lower  branch  is  to  consist  of  250  members,  elected  from  llie  ci- 
ties, towns  and  villages. 

—••►♦©  ®  c««—  ■ 
TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  7.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of  2,500  or 
3,000  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a 
return  of  the  public  depo^^itos  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.  On 
which  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  expressed  ranch  satisfaction  at 
this  movement  of  the  agriculturalists  of  that  rich  and  populous 
county.  This  memorial  came  from  the  agricultural  interest,, 
and  he  said — it  was  the  "real  lion  of  the  country. '^ 

Mr.  Ewins,  offered  a  series  of  searching  resolutions  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of  613  citizens  of  Mariet- 
ta, Pa.  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Clayton' offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  lie  on» 
dav  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  inform 
the  senate,  how  many,  and  what  postmasters,  clerks  and  other 
agents  in  his  department,  have  been  by  him  removed  from 
office,  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1S29;  also,  to  state  the  names 
of  those  who  have  been  appointed  in  lieu  of  the  postmasters  so 
removed,  their  places  of  residence,  and  to  furnish  the  original 
letters,  or  copies  thereof,  addressed  to  him  as  postmaster  ge- 
neral, cf)r.imunicat:;ig  'hr*  political  character  of  those  removed, 
or  those  who  have  been  appointed  to  supply  their  places. 
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Resolved,  That  tke  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a  copy  of  any  and  every  circular,  or  or- 
der, to  his  deputies,  directing  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  transmit 
to  his  department  the  names  of  the  newspapers  taken  at  their 
respective  offices,  or  the  names  of  the  subscribers  to  such  news- 
papers; and  generally  to  state  whetlier  his  department  receives 
quarterly  returns  of  newspapers  taken  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  tiieir  subscribers. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

I  rise,  sir,  to  perform  a  pleasing  duty.  It  is  to  lay  before  the 
senate  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  building  mechanics  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
on  the  24th  of  February.  This  meeting  consisted  of  three  thou- 
sand persons,  and  was  composed  of  carpenters,  masons,  brick- 
makers,  bricklayers,  painters  and  glaziers,  lime  burners,  plas- 
terers, lumber  merchants  and  others,  whose  occupations  are 
connected  with  the  building  of  houi^es.  I  am  proud,  sir,  that 
so  respectable,  so  important,  and  so  substantial  a  class  of  me- 
chanics, have  entrusted  me  with  the  presentment  of  their  opi- 
nions and  feelings,  respecting  the  present  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, to  the  senate.  I  am  happy  if  lliey  have  seen,  in  the  course 
pursued  by  me  here,  a  policy  favorable  to  the  protection  of  their 
interest,  and  the  prosperity  of  iheir  families.  These  intelligent 
and  sensible  men,  these  highly  useful  citizens,  have  witnessed 
the  effect  of  the  late  measures  of  government  upon  their  own 
concerns;  and  the  resolutions  which  I  have  now  to  present, 
fully  express  their  convictions  on  the  subject.  They  propose 
not  to  reason,  but  to  testify;  they  speak  what  they  do  know. 

Mr.  President,  the  members  of  this  meeting  have  not  trans- 
mitted their  proceedings  by  mail,  nor  have  they  rested  i^atisfied 
with  merely  causing  them,  in  any  way,  to  reach  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  to  be  read  and  disposed  of  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  They  have  forwarded  them  by  a  committee  of  thirty 
persons  of  their  own  body,  and  those  thirty  persons  are  now 
within  the  walls  of  the  senate.  I  wish,  sir,  that  honorable  se- 
nators would  converse  with  these  gentlemen;  1  wish  they 
would  use  the  opportunity  of  satisfying  themselves  of  their  in 
lelligence,  their  fairness,  their  freedom  from  the  influence  of 
all  oblique  or  improper  motives,  and  the  unrjuestionable  truth 
of  the  existence  of  that  distress,  which  they  come  here  to  repre- 
sent. Such  a  comn)unication  would  convince  honorable  mem- 
bers, that  there  is  no  pretence,  no  fiction,  no  exaggeration,  in 
the  whole  matter;  but  that  all  their  words  are  words  of  truth 
and  soberness. 

[Mr.  Webster  then  urged  the  necessity  of  action  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  the  people— and  said]— 

Sir,  listen  to  the  statement;  hear  the  facts.  The  committee 
etale,  sir,  that  ei^/it //iousan(i  persons  are  ordinarily  employed 
in  building  houses,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  a 
number  which,  with  their  families,  would  make  quite  a  consi 
derable  town.  They  further  state,  that  the  average  number  of 
houses,  which  this  body  of  mechanics  has  built,  for  the  last  five 
years,  is  twelve  hundred  houses  a  year.  The  average  cost  of 
these  houses  is  computed  at  two  iAousan(i  dollars  each.  Here 
is  a  business,  then,  sir,  of  two  millions  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  Such  has  been  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 
And  what  is  it  now.'  Sir,  the  committee  state  that  the  business 
has  fallen  off  seventy-five  per  cent,  at  least;  that  is  to  say,  that, 
at  most,  only  one-quarter  part  of  their  ui-ual  employment  now 
remains.  This  is  the  season  of  the  year  in  which  building  con- 
tracts are  made.  It  is  now  known  what  is  to  be  the  business 
of  the  year.  Many  of  these  persons,  who  have  heretofore  had, 
every  year,  contracts  for  several  houses  on  hand,  have  this  year 
no  contract  at  all.  They  have  been  obliged  to  dismiss  their 
hands,  to  turn  them  over  to  any  scraps  of  employment  they 
could  find,  or  to  leave  them  in  idleness,  for  want  of  any  em- 
ployment. 

[Mr.  W.  then  went  into  some  detail  to  shew  the  former  ope- 
rations of  the  builders  of  houses,  which  were  almost  totally  de- 
stroyed by  the  "experiment"  now  going  on;  and  then  said] — 

These,  sir,  are  plain  matters  of  fact,  and  they  are  manifestly 
the  results  of  the  measures  of  government;  and  have  not  these 
mechanics,  then,  a  right  to  complain.  Ought  they  to  hold  their 
tongues,  and  starve,  in  order  to  enable  the  secretary  to  try  his 
experiment?  Are  they  to  be  the  willing  victims  of  such  fantas- 
tical and  arrogant  schemes?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  their  notion  of 
patriotism  and  duty.  They  think  the  government  was  estab- 
lished for  them,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  United  ritates, 
for  their  protection,  security  and  happiness.  They  think  it  not 
a  subject  for  the  practice  of  every  raw  conceit,  every  presump- 
tuous theory,  every  impulse  of  arrogant  and  self  sufficient  love 
of  change.  Sir,  they  are  not  the  dupes  of  the  secretary's  expe- 
riment; and,  if  they  can  hel|)  it,  thciy  do  not  intend  to  be  its  vic- 
tims. They  know  full  well  in  what  purpose  th(;sp  measures 
originated,  which  have  since  obtained  the  nnme  of  the  "expe- 
ritnent."  They  think  they  have  a  right  to  demand  of  congress 
not  to  sanction  such  purposes,  to  their  ruin.  As  American  ci 
tizens,  they  demand  the  shelter  of  the  laws;  as  tax-payers  to 
government,  they  demand  the  protection  of  government;  as  in 
dustrious  citizens,  they  demand  security  for  their  industry;  and 
they  protest,  soleu)nly  protest— in  their  name,  sir,  in  their  be 
half,  in  their  presence,  I  now  enter  their  protest — against  these 
unnecessary  and  wanton  measures,  which  destroy  their  proper- 
ty, break  up  their  employments,  and  reduce  Ihem  and  their 
children  to  want  and  beggary! 
jir.  Webster  concluded  as  follows.- 


Sir,  the  agitations  of  the  country  are  not  to  be  hushed  by  au- 
thority. Opinions,  from  however  high  quarters,  will  not  quieJ 
them.  The  condition  of  the  nation  calls  for  action,  for  mea- 
sures, for  the  prompt  interposition  of  congress;  and  until  con- 
gress shall  act,  be  it  sooner  or  be  it  later,  there  will  be  no  con- 
lent,  no  repose,  no  restoration  of  former  prosperity.  Whoever 
supposes,  sir,  that  he,  or  that  any  man,  can  quiet  the  discon- 
tents, or  hush  the  complaints  of  the  people,  by  merely  saying, 
"peace,  be  still!"  mistakes,  shockingly  mistakes,  the  real  con- 
dition of  things.  It  is  an  agitation  of  interests,  not  of  opinions; 
a  severe  pressure  on  men's  property  and  their  means  of  living, 
not  a  barren  contest  about  abstract  sentiments.  Even,  sir,  the 
voice  of  party,  often  so  sovereign,  is  not  of  power  to  subdue 
discontents  and  stifle  coujplaints.  The  people,  sir,  feel  great 
interests  to  be  at  stake,  and  they  are  rousing  themselves  to  pro- 
tect those  interests.  They  consider  the  question  to  be,  whe- 
ther the  government  is  made  for  the  people,  or  the  people  for  the 
government.  They  hold  the  former  of  ttiase  two  propositions, 
and  they  mean  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  President,  this  measure  of  the  secretary  has  produced  s 
degree  of  evil  that  cannot  be  borne.  Talk  about  it  as  we  will, 
it  cannot  be  borne.  A  tottering  state  of  credit, cramped  means, 
loss  of  properly  and  loss  of  employment,  doubts  of  the  condi- 
tion f)f  others,  doubts  of  their  own  condition,  constant  fear  of 
failures  and  new  explosions,  an  awful  dread  of  the  future — ■sir, 
when  a  consciousness  of  all  these  tilings  accompanies  a  nmn, 
at  his  breakfast,  his  dinner  and  bis  supper;  when  it  attends  him 
through  his  hours,  holh  of  labor  and  rest;  when  it  even  disturbs 
and  haunts  his  dreams,  and  when  he  feels,  too,  that  that  which 
is  thus  gnawing  upon  him  is  the  pure  result  of  foolish  and  rash 
measures  of  government,  depend  upon  it  he  will  not  bear  it.  A 
deranged  and  disordered  currency,  the  ruin  of  occupation,  dis- 
tress for  present  means,  the  prostration  of  credit  and  confi- 
dence, and  all  this  without  hope  of  improvement  or  change 
a  state  of  things  which  no  intelligent  people  can  long  endure. 

Mr.  Cirty  rose  and  said:  I  have  been  requested  by  the  com- 
mittee from  Philadelphia,  charged  with  presenting  the  memo- 
rial to  congress,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject;  and  although 
after  the  ample  and  very  satisfactory  exposition  which  it  has 
received  from  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster), 
further  observations  are  entirely  unnecessary,  I  cannot  deny 
myself  the  graiificatiou  of  complying  with  a  request,  proceeding 
from  a  source  so  highly  worthy  of  respectful  consideration. 

[Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  show  the  effect  of  the  measures  of 
the  government  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and  offered  an  opi- 
nion that  the  value  of  property  in  the  United  States  had  been 
reduced  by  them,  in  the  great  amount  of  four  hundred  millions 
of  dollars, — a  sum  which  would  be  less  than  half  the  real 
amount,  were  the  property  of  the  people  placed  in  the  market, 
and  to  be  sold,  as  ice  believe.  Reg.] 
Mr.  Clay  next  asked — 

And  what  is  the  remedy  to  be  provided  for  this  most  unhappy 
state  of  the  country?  I  have  conversed  freely  wiih  the  members 
of  the  Philadelphia  committee.  They  are  real,  practical,  work- 
ing men;  intelligent,  well  acquainted  with  the  general  condition, 
and  with  the  sufferings  of  their  particular  community.  No  one, 
who  has  not  a  heart  of  steel,  can  listen  to  them,  without  feeling 
the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  privations  and  sufferings  unneces- 
sarily brouglit  upon  the  laboring  classes.  Both  the  committee 
and  the  memorial  declare  that  their  reliance  is,  exclusively,  on 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  government.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
with  subdued  feelings,  of  the  profoundest  humility  and  mortifi- 
cation, that  I  am  compelled  to  say  that,  constituted  as  congress 
now  is,  no  relief  will  be  afforded  by  it,  unless  its  members  shall 
be  enlightened  and  instructed  by  the  people  themselves.  A 
large  portion  of  the  body,  whatever  may  be  their  private  judg- 
ment upon  the  course  of  the  president,  believe  it  to  be  their 
duty,  at  all  events  safest  for  themselves,  to  sustain  him  without 
regard  to  the  consequences  of  his  measures  upon  the  public  in- 
terests. And  nothing  but  clear,  decided  and  unequivocal  de- 
monstrations of  the  popular  disapprobation  of  what  has  been 
done,  will  divert  them  from  their  present  purpose. 

But  there  is  another  quarter  which  possesses  sufficient  power 
and  influence  to  relieve  the  public  distresses.  In  twenty-four 
hours,  the  executive  branch  could  adopt  a  measure  which 
would  afford  an  efficacious  and  substantial  remedy,  and  re-es- 
tablish confidence.  And  those  who,  in  this  chamber,  support  the 
administration,  could  not  render  a  beiterscrvi^e  than  to  n  pairto 
the  executive  mansion,  and,  placini.'  bctore  the  chief  magistrate 
the  naked  and  undisguised  truth,  prevail  upon  him  to  retrace  his 
steps  and  abandon  his  fatal  experiment.  No  one,  sir,  ran  per- 
form thai  duty  with  more  propriety  than  yourself.  [Theri.c  pre- 
sident] You  can,  if  you  will,  induce  him  to  change  his  course. 
To  you,  then,  sir,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  but  with  feelings  soft- 
ened and  subilued  by  the  deep  distress  which  pervad(>s  rvery 
class  of  our  countrymen,  I  make  the  appeal.  By  your  official 
and  personal  relations  with  the  president,  you  maintain  with 
him  an  intercourse  which  I  neither  enjoy  nor  covet.  Go  to  him 
and  tell  him,  without  exaggeration,  but  in  the  lanauage  of  truth 
and  sincerity,  the  actual  condition  of  his  bleeding  conntrv.  Tell 
him  it  is  nearly  ruined  and  undone  by  the  measures  which  he 
has  been  induced  to  put  in  operation.  Tell  liim  that  his  expc;- 
riment  is  operating  on  the  nation  like  the  philosopher's  experi- 
ment upon  a  convulsed  animal,  in  an  exhausted  receiver,  and 
that  it  must  expire,  in  agony,  if  he  does  not  pause,  give  it  free 
and  sound  circulation,  and  snff(>r  the  energies  of  the  people  to 
lie  revived  and  restored.  Tell  hi..i  that,  in  a  single  city,  more 
than  Bi.xly  bankruptcies,  involving  a  lose  of  upwards  of  fifteen 


NILES'  KEG  1STEH~M ARCH   15,   1834— COJNGRESS. 


37 


tnillions  of  doUars,  have  occniretl.  Tell  him  of  Iho  alaiiiiing 
decline  in  the  value  of  nil  properly,  ottlie  dejirociation  of  all  the 
products  ol  industry,  of  the  t-lagnution  in  cvt  ry  hrantli  of  liusi- 
ness,  and  of  tlie  close  of  numerous  miuiui'aclurini;  csiahlish- 
inents,  which,  a  ftvv  short  months  affo,  were  in  active  and  flou- 
rishing operation.  Depict  to  him,  if  you  can  find  laiijjuaf;e  to 
portray,  the  heart  rending  wretchedness  of  thoutaniis  ol'  the 
working  classes  cast  out  of  employment.  Tell  him  of  the  tears 
of  helpless  widows,  no  loiifrer  able  to  earn  their  hiead,  and  of 
unclad  and  unfed  orphans  who  have  been  driven,  hy  his  policy, 
out  of  the  busy  pursuits  in  which  but  yesterday  they  were  gain- 
ing an  honest  livelihood.  Say  to  him  that  if  firmness  be  honor- 
able, when  guided  by  truth  and  justice,  it  is  intimately  allied  to 
another  quality,  of  the  most  perni<:ious  tendency,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  an  erroneous  system.  I'ell  him  how  much  more  true 
glory  is  to  be  won  by  retracing  false  steps,  than  by  blindly  rush- 
ing on  until  hiscounlry  is  overwhelmed  in  bankruptcy  and  rnin. 
Tell  him  of  the  ardent  attachment,  the  unbounded  devotion,  the 
enthusiastic  gratitude,  towards  him,  so  often  signally  manifest- 
ed by  the  American  people,  and  that  they  deserve  at  his  hands 
better  treatment.  Tell  him  to  guard  himself  against  the  possi 
bility  of  an  odious  comparison  with  that  worst  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  who,  contemplating  with  inditference  the  confiagra 
lion  of  the  mistress  of  the  world,  regaled  himself  during  the  ter 
rific  scene  in  the  throng  of  his  dancing  courtiers,  if  you  desire 
to  secure  for  yourself  the  reputation  of  a  public  benefactor,  de- 
scribe to  him  truly  the  universal  distress  already  produced,  and 
the  certain  ruin  which  must  ensue  from  perseverance  in  his 
measures.  Tell  him  that  he  has  been  abused,  deceived,  betray- 
ed, by  the  wicked  counsels  of  unpriuciplt-d  men  around  him. 
Inform  him  that  all  efforts  in  congress  to  alleviate  or  terminate 
the  public  distress  are  paralyzed  and  likely  to  prove  totally  una- 
vailing, from  his  influence  upon  a  large  portion  of  the  members, 
who  are  unwilling  to  withdraw  their  support,  or  to  take  a  course 
repugnant  to  his  wishes  and  feelings.  Tell  him  that,  in  his  bo- 
som alone,  under  actual  circumstances,  does  the  power  abide 
to  relieve  the  country;  and  that,  unless  he  opens  it  to  convic 
lion,  and  corrects  the  errors  of  his  administration,  no  human 
imagination  can  conceive,  and  no  human  tongue  can  express, 
the  awful  consequences  which  may  follow.  Intreat  him  to 
pause,  and  to  reilect  that  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  human 
endurance  cannot  go;  and  let  him  not  drive  this  brave,  generous, 
and  patriotic  people  to  madness  and  despair. 

Mr.  President,  unaffectedly  indisposed,  and  unwilling  as  1 
am  to  trespass  upon  the  senate,  I  could  not  decline  complying 
with  a  request  addressed  to  me  by  a  respectable  portion  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  part  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  Ameiican 
public.  Like  the  senator  from  Massacluis(.tts,  who  has  been 
entrusted  with  the  piesentation  of  their  petition  to  the  senate,! 
found  them  plain,  judicious,  sensible  men,  clearly  under.^tand 
ing  their  own  interests,  and,  with  the  rest  of  the  community, 
Writhing  under  the  operation  of  the  measures  of  the  executive. 
If  I  Ijave  deviated  from  the  beaten  traci?  of  debate  in  the  senate, 
my  apology  must  be  found  in  the  anxious  solicitude  wliich  I 
feel  for  the  condition  of  the  country.  And,  sir,  if  1  shall  have 
been  successful  in  touching  your  heart,  and  exciting  in  you  a 
glow  of  patriotism,  I  shall  be  most  happy.  You  can  prevail 
upon  the  president  to  abandon  his  ruinous  course;  and,  if  you 
will  ex<'.rt  the  influence  which  you  possess,  you  will  command 
the  thanks  and  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred. 

After  other  business,  Mr.  Clay  ro^e  to  present  the  four  reso 
lutions  that  follow,  and  pronounced  some  strong  observations 
in  support  of  them — which  cannot  he  made  room  for: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates  doe? 
not  vest  in  the  president  power  to  remove  at  his  pleasure  ofB 
cers  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  whose  offices 
have  been  established  hy  law. 

9.  Resolved,  That,  in  all  cases  of  offices  created  by  law.  the 
tenure  of  holding  which  is  not  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
congress  is  authorised  by  the  constitution  to  prescribe  the  ten- 
ure, terms,  and  conditions  on  which  they  are  to  be  holden. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  in  all 
instances  of  appointment  to  office  by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  otlier  than  diplomatic  ap 
pointments,  the  power  of  removal  shall  be  exercised  only  in 
concurrence  with  the  senate,  and,  when  the  senate  is  not  in 
session,  that  the  president  may  suspend  any  such  officer,  com 
municating  his  reasons  for  the  suspension  to  the  senate  at  its 
first  succeeding  session;  and,  if  the  senate  concur  with  him,  llie 
officer  shall  be  removed,  but  if  it  do  not  coti(i!ur  with  him,  the 
officer  shall  be  restored  to  otfiee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  committer  on  the  post  office  and  po«t 
roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law  for  the  appointment,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  of  all  deputy  postmasters,  whose  annual 
emoluments  exceed  a  prescribed  amount. 

March  10.  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  tlip  currency  and  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  and,  at  eonsidernhle  length  and  with 
much  ability,  set  forth  the  deranged  state  of  business  in  conse- 
giience  of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States. 
He  said  that  con)mission  merchants  declined  not  only  the 
usual  guaranty  on  sales,  hut  refused  to  make  advances.  He 
mentioned  the  case  of  a  cnreo  from  the  south  worth  3,000  dol- 
lars, subject  to  a  freight  of  500,  in  cash,  which  was  surrendered 
ID  the  ship  owner  that  he  might  make  his  freight  out  of  it.    He 


said  that  he  daily  heard  of  failures,  and  that  70  had  taken  place 
in  one  late  flourishing  town  in  Massachusetts.  He  spoke  of  the 
manufacturers  and  other  working  people  discharged.  He  said 
that  six  months  ago,  the  legal  rate  ol  inierest  for  large  sums  of 
money  could  not  be  obtained,  though  now  worth  from  3  even  to 
5  percent,  per  month!  [We  wish  that  we  could  make  room 
lor  this  speech  ol  a  practical  man.] 

Mr  Webster  (bllowcd,  and  observing  that  his  colleague  had 
left  him  little  to  say  coiiceining  the  resolutions,  &c.  took  the 
opportunity  to  speak  of  the  necessity  of  rechariering  the  bank, 
for  which  the  committee  of  finance  had  agreed  upon  apian  to 
be  laid  before  the  senate  on  Monday  next;  and  he  gave  it 
out  as  his  opinion  tliat  congress  ought  not  to  adjourn  until  uome 
measures  were  adopted  to  relieve  the  people. 

His  idea  wa.ithat  the  present  bank,  with  some  few  modifica- 
tions of  its  charter,  sliould  be  continued  lor  a  short  time,  and  so 
as  to  leave  the  question  open  as  to  the  establishment  of  a  new 
one;  or  to  renew  the  charter  lijr  a  number  of  years  with  other 
modifications,  among  them  to  pievent  the  issue  of  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  of -20  dollars.  Stc.  But  as  we  shall  have 
the  plan  next  week,  the  want  of  room  will  excuse  us  from 
giving  a  report  of  his  speech  now. 

Mr.  Forsyth  followed  and  expressed  his  surprize  at  the  idea 
thrown  out,  that  congress  would  sit  until  the  distresses  of  the 
country  were  relieved,  by  the  gentleman's  plan  for  rechartering 
the  bank.  Would  the  senate  compel  the  other  house  and  the 
executive  to  acceed  to  his  proposition.''  He  expressed  an  opinion 
fovorable  to  a  bank,  if  the  rate  of  interest  was  fixed  at  5  per 
cent,  and  the  power  of  the  state  governments  over  it  were  duly 
secured,  and  the  power  of  the  general  government  over  it  was 
made  greater,  &c. 

fllr.  Webster  replied  at  considerable  length,  and  the  debate 
was  continued,  by  Messrs.  iTing,  of  Geo.  Chambers,  Forsyth  and 
}Vebster. 

Mr.  i^eZ/ had  leave  of  absence  for  three  weeks.    Adjourned. 

March  11.  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  a  memotial  from  Bur- 
lington, Vt.  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  spoke 
at  coiisiderable  length  on  the  subject  at  large;  he  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Swift,  who  described  the  derangement  ot  business  in 
Vermont,  and  the  distress  that  prevailed,  aggsavated,  as  it  is, 
by  the  failare  of  the  grain  I'rops  last  season. 

Mr.  CZay  took  an  opportunity  to  correct  certain  things  as  to 
the  petition  from  Troy  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites.  Ha 
referred  to  Mr.  Wright,  who,  had  said,  on  the  information  of  a 
member  of  the  otiier  house  that  only  100  of  the  signers  were 
friendly  to  the  administration  Mr.  Clay  read  a  letter  dated 
the6ih  instant,  sa\  ing  that  by  a  critical  examination,  recently 
made,  there  were  at  ](\ist  400  signers  who  are,  or  have  been 
administration  uicn,  &c.  Mr.  Wright  explained — he  had  not 
made  the  remark  on  his  own  knowledge,  and  spoke  warmly 
as  to  the  intef^rily  of  his  informant,  but  supposed  that  some 
mistake  may  liave  brrn  made,  &c. 

Mr.  Frelingkuysen  presented  the  petition  of  454  citizens  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.  piaying  for  a  return  of  the  deposites,  on  which 
occasion  he  offered  a  brief  statistical  state  of  the  business  of 
that  town,  and  said  that  5,130  spindles,  which  had  annually 
consumed  'i,QOO,000  lbs.  of  cotton,  were  stopped,  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  the  times.  Mr.  F,  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
Paterson  and  its  vicinity,  signed  by  600  persons,  approving  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites — and  a  long  debate  followed. 

Other  business  attended  to  will  appear  in  its  course. 

March  12.  Mr.  McKean  presented  three  memorials,  one  from 
a  meeting  of  tin  plate  workers,  sheet  iron  workers  and  copper- 
smitiis,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  from  the  citizens  of  the 
borough  of  Souihwark,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  from  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Carlisle,  in  the  same  state,  on  the  subject 
of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country,  which  the  me- 
morialists ascribe  tjo  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  State.^,  and  severally  praying  for  their  restoration. 
The  memorialists,  Mr.  McK.  said,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  as- 
certain, were  highly  respectable,  and  consisted  of  persons  with- 
out distinction  of  party.  He  asked  that  the  memoiials  be  read, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  and  printed;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Leigh  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  me- 
chiiiies,  professional  men  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Petersburgh, 
in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments of  the  country;  which  the  memorialists  ascribe  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  praying  congress  to  take  such  measures  as  will  af- 
ford them  redress. 

Mr.  £ein/t  accompanied  the  presentation  of  the  memorial  with 
some  appropriate  remarks;  after  which,  he  n^k^d  that  the  me- 
morial be  read,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  and  print- 
ed. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Leigh  and  King,  of  Georgia,  took  part;  when 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  memorial  referred,  nem.  con. 
to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  special  or- 
der, being  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  b.mk  of  the  United  States;  when 

Mr.  Tallmadee,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  commenced 
his  remarks,  and  addressed  the  senate  until  three  o'clock;  and 
ther,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  13.  Mr.  TVeb^ter  presented  a  memorial  numerously 
signed  by  the  people  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  also  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens,  asking  for  a  resto- 
ration of  llie  public  depositee.  Mr.  W.  read  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  meeting,  containing  some  strong  remarks  in  support 
of  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank  of  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  Sprague  presented  two  memorials — one  from  Eastport 
and  the  other  from  Lubec,  Maine,  praying  for  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  &c. 

Mr.  Tyler  pre.sented  two  memorials,  from  the  towns  of  Fal- 
mouth and  Fredericksburgh,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
held  in  Accomack,  Virginia,  with  reference  to  the  public  dis- 
tress, and  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites.  A  debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Tyler,  Brown,  Leigh,  Forsyth,  Web- 
ster, Preston  and  Ewing  took  part. 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  sufficiently  appear  in  its 
progress.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  7.     The  whole  of  this  day  was  given  up  to  the 
consideration  of  private  or  local  business,  and  a  large  number 
of  balls  for  the  relie-f  of  individuals  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
or  passed. 
Adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  March  10.  This  being  the  weekly  day  for  present- 
ing memorials,  &e.  and  tiie  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Virginia  legislature,  presented  last  Monday,  being  the  morn- 
ing business  first  in  order — 

Mr.  Ghohon,  who  had  the  floor,  was  about  to  address  the 
house,  but  yielded  his  right  for  the  present,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  who  asked  leave  to  present  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  stating,  that,  if  the  leave  were  grant- 
ed, he  should,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  or  understanding  in 
such  cases,  abstain  from  any  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  me- 
morial, and  take  some  other  opportunity  of  expressing  his  sen- 
timents on  it. 

Mr.  Gholson,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  Virginia 
memorial,  lying  over  from  last  Monday)  signified  his  assent  to 
Mr.  A's  request;  but,  objection  being  made  by  some  other  mem- 
ber, the  leave  was  not  granted. 

Mr.  GAo/son  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  house,  in  ea?- 
tenso,m  support  of  the  resolutions  of  his  state,  and  particularly 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Patton's  argument  on  the  other  aide. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.  followed,  in  an  animated  speech,  on  the 
same  side. 

Mr.  Finckney,  of  S.  C.  next  addressed  the  house,  also  in  sup- 
support  of  the  resolutions,  and  continued  to  speak  until  half 
past  three,  when  he  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

All  three  of  these  gentlemen  went  occasionally  into  very  se- 
vere animadversion  upon  the  course  of  the  administration  in 
reference  to  the  deposites. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  11.     Many  bills  of  a  private  nature  were  re- 
ported, and  a  great  deal  of  local  or  private  business  attended  to. 
Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  pre- 
sent certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  his  state.     Objec- 
tion being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose. 
Mr.  R,  M.  Johnson  suggested  that,  if  the  motion  were  made 
-general,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  presentation  of  other  resolutions 
and  memorials,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  generally  voted 
for. 
Mr.  Adams  consented  so  to  modify  his  motion. 
The  question  being  twice  put,  and   no  quorum  voting,  he 
withdrew  his  assent  to  modify,  and  renewed  the  motion  in  its 
original  form. 

The  question  being  once  more  put,  it  was  negatived — ayes 
70,  noes  56,  (not  two-thirds.) 

Mr.  Archer  offered,  by  leave,  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Rssolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  library  and  the 
official  private  manuscript  papers  of  gen.  Washington,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  department  of  state. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  read  by  sections.  In  the 
course  of  the  proceedings — 

Mr.  Everett  moved  an  additional  clause  to  the  bill,  including 
^<^1,8^5  for  surgeon  Beaumont,  in  performing  a  series  of  experi- 
ments on  the  stomach  of  a  wounded  soldier,  in  illustration  of 
the  process  of  digeslioru  The  appropriation  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  surgeon  general.  Allowances  were  made  to  of- 
ficers of  the  line  for  extra  services,  but  this  could  not  be  done  to 
surgeons  unless  by  express  provision. 

Some  objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Po//f  and  Mr.  Jones,  ofGeo. 
Mr.  Everett  said,  that  this  soldier  had  been  placed  under  the 
care  of  surgeon-Coaumont;  and  he  had  expended  upwards  of 
^■.1,000  out  of  his  own  pocket,  in  the  process  of  measures  by 
which  his  life  had  been  saved  and  prolonged.  lie  might,  no 
doubt,  have  left  the  man  to  die,  but  because  he  acted,  first  froiri 
humanity,  and  then  from  the  love  of  science,  and  had  tln-reby 
succeeded,  not  only  in  saving  his  patient,  but  in  presenling  the 
most  curious  and  vahiabh;  results  in  aid  of  the  great  objects  of 
the  surgical  de|);trtment  of  the  army,  was  he  to  be  refused  such 
a  pittance  as  this,  when  it  was  recommended  by  the  head  of  the 
surgical  staff.'' 

Mr.  McDuffic  supported  Mr.  E's  pro[)Osition.  Mr.  Chilton  ex- 
pressed his  tuarty  concurrence  in  these  views.  The  house  vot- 
ed thousands  u|)()n  thousands  to  reward  persons  who  had  killed 
men;  but  in  this  case,  not  only  had  the  life  of  a  man  been  pre- 
jservcdjbut  facts  discovered  and  plans  suggest.fd,  which  might 


lead  to  the  saving  of  millions  of  human  lives.  Mr.  Jones  still 
objected,  and  ssid,  this  surgeon  was  paid  by  the  month,  and  had 
fixed  rations.  Was  not  all  he  had  done  included  in  the  duty 
for  which  he  was  paid.? 

Mr.  Crockett  rose.  Gentlemen  objected  to  paying  for  experi- 
ments; but  in  these  days,  when  we  were  trying  experiments  on 
the  currency,  why  not  try  experiments  on  the  sciences.?  Though, 
for  his  part,  he  thought  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  make  any  ap- 
propriations at  all,  for  this,  or  any  thing  else.  He  had  been  al- 
most ready  to  go  against  all  appropriation  bills,  till  he  knew 
where  the  money  was.  If  one  man  in  the  country  could  take 
all  the  money,  what  was  the  use  of  passing  any  bill  about  it.'  It 
was  a  mockery— it  was  childish,  to  sit  there  and  appropriate  at 
all.  If  one  man  could  take  the  money,  and  put  it  where  the 
law  had  not  placed  it,  how  did  the  house  know  where  it  was.' 
How  could  they  tell  but  it  might  be  in  his  royal  majesty's  pock- 
et, or  in  the  pocket  of  that  imp  of  famine,  his  4th  auditor.  The 
money  was  not  where  the  law  put  it,  and  who  knew  where  it 
was.'  He  would  vote  for  one  experiment,  but  he  should  for  cer- 
tain vote  against  the  other. 

The  question  was  now  put,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Everett  agreed  to — ayes  80,  noes  5.3. 

Other  amendments  being  made,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.    Adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  12.  This  being  the  day  to  which  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
the  deposite  question,  and  also  of  the  report  from  the  minority 
of  that  committee,  had  been  deferred,  and  this  subject  being, 
therefore,  the  order  of  the  day — 

Mr.  Polk  rose  and  observed,  that,  although  the  two  reports 
were  printed,  and  on  the  tables  of  members,  yet  the  appendix 
to  the  committee's  report,  containing  certain  documents  refer- 
red to  in  it,  were  not  yet  on  their  tables:  and,  as  he  considered 
these  as  essential  to  a  due  consideration  of  the  report  itself,  he 
moved  that  the  subject  be  further  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

On  this  a  very  long  debate  took  place — many  distinguished 
gentlemen  taking  part  in  it.  The  differences  of  opinion  were 
chiefly  as  to  the  order  of  proceeding,  and  the  disposition  of  ma- 
ny bills  already  before  the  house.  Mr.  Polkas  motion  to  post- 
pone was  adopted. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.  once  more  asked  permission  of  the  house 
to  present  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that  stale. — 
Objections  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rule;  but  the 
house  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Polk  then  made  a  similar  request,  for  leave  to  introduce 
a  resolution  referring  to  the  subject  which  had  been  postponed. 
Mr.  Adams  objecting, 

Mr.  Polk  asked  the  suspension  of  the  rule;  which  was  carri- 
ed— ayes  119,  noes  47. 

Mr.  P.  thereupon  offered  a  resolution,  in  the  form  of  an  or- 
der, that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the 
subject  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury's  letter,  &c.  be  the  order 
of  the  day  at  1  o'clock  on  every  day,  except  Saturdays. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  that  the  rule  which  requires  such  a  re- 
solution to  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day  be  suspended,  and  that 
it  be  considered  at  this  time. 
After  some  conversation,  this  was  carried — ayes  115,  noes  56. 
So  the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  order. 
The  debate  was  renewed  with  much  spirit.     Finally,  Mr. 
Polk's  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
Thursday,  March  13.  After  some  other  business — 
Mr.  Surges  moved  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  that  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the  deposites  were 
insufficient. 

Mr.  Surges  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  the 
motion  he  had  made,  and  continued  to  speak  till  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour;  when  the  residue  of  his  remarks  was  cut 
off  by  the  house  passing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  (which  was 
the  commutation  pension  bill).  Before  the  order,  however,  was 
proclaimed  from  tlie  chair. 

M  r.  Polk  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bills, 

Which  being  agreed  to,  the  house,  in  committee,  took  up  the 
military  appropriation  bill,  and  finally  passed  through  the  bill, 
and  reported  it  as  amended  to  the  house.  Some  of  the  items 
caused  considerable  debate,  though  their  subjects  were  not  im- 
portant.   Adjourned. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

REPORT    OF    TIIE    COMMITTEE    OF    WAYS    AND    MEANS. 

House  of  representatives,  March  4,   1834. 
Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made  the 

following  report: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  3d  of 
December  last,  communicating  to  congress  his  reasons  for 
ordering  the  public  deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States;  the  memorial  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  complaining  that 
the  "chartered  rights  of  the  stockholders"  have  been  violated, 
and  asking  redress;  the  memorial  of  that  portion  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  appointed  by  the  United  States,  making  cer- 
tain charges  of  misconduct  against  the  bank;  and,  also,  sundry 
other  memorials  and  resolutions  from  other  banks,  and  citi- 
zens in  relation  thereto,  which  have  been  referred  to  them  by 
the  house,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
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report: 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  letter  of  the  3cl  of  De- 
cember last,  iiiloriris  congress,  tliat  "in  pursuance  of  tlie  power 
reserved  to  him  by  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
bank  of  tlie  U.  States,"  he  had  "directed  that  the  deposiles  of 
the  money  of  tlie  U.  States  shall  not  be  made  in  the  said  bank  or 
branches  tliereof,  but  in  certain  state  banks  which  had  been  de- 
Bignated  lor  that  purpose,"  and  he  proceeds  to  lay  before  congress 
the  rea^i^ons  which  induced  him  to  give  such  order  and  direction. 

The  bank,  in  its  memorial,  draws  in  question  the  power  of 
the  secretary  to  i.*sue  such  order,  and  also  the  sufficiency  of  his 
reasons  for  the  act. 

From  the  Iany;nage  employed,  it  is  apparent  that  the  bank 
claims  the  custody  and  use  of  the  public  deposiles  as  a  "charter- 
ed right,"  and  in  case  of  a  removal  lor  reasons  which  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  may  not  deem  sufficient,  asserts  the  preroga- 
tive of  making  the  bank  a  party  in  the  transaction.  They  as- 
sunje  that  the  "chartered  rights  of  the  stockholders"  have  been 
"violated,"  and  demand  "redress,"  as  an  act  of  "justice." 

Jt  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  question  as  to  the 
power  of  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  sufficiency  or 
insufficiency  of  the  reasons  for  which  he  may  have  ceased  to 
make  the  bank  of  the  United  States  the  depository  of  the  public 
moneys,  is  one  exclusively  between  that  officer  and  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  whom  he  is  responsible.  To  pronounce  a 
decision  upon  the  act,  and  the  reasons  which  superinduced  it, 
appertains  exclusively  to  the  government,  and  is  a  question  in 
which  the  bank  has  no  riglit  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  decision. 

The  bank  denies  the  authority  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  issue  his  order  for  removing  the  public  deposites  from  its  cus- 
tody, and  claims  possession  of  these  deposiles  as  a  chartered 
right,  because,  as  it  alleges,  "the  bank  has  in  all  things  perform- 
ed the  stipulations  of  the  charter." 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  letter,  affirms  that  the 
bank  charter  conferred  upon  him  no  new  power  or  control  over 
the  public  deposiles,  but  was  a  reservation  of  a  power  previously 
possessed  by  him,  and  one  which  had  been  exercised  by  the 
head  of  the  treasury  department  from  the  origin  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  none  of  the  "chartered  rights"  of  the  bank  have 
been  violated  by  the  act  complained  of. 

The  ground  should  be  well  examined  before  it  is  conceded 
that  a  power  which  essentially  belongs  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  has  always  been  exercised  under  the  responsibility  of 
the  secretary,  has  been  transferred  to  a  corporation,  which  claims 
to  be  irresponsible  to  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  except  for  palpable  violations  of  its  charter. 

To  arrive  at  a  clear  understanding  of  the  power  of  the  secre- 
tary to  designate  and  direct  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  public 
moneys,  it  is  necessary  to  trace  it  from  its  origin;  to  show  by 
whom  and  how  it  was  exercised,  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  how  far  it  has  been  regulated, 
modified  or  transferred,  by  the  charter  of  that  institution.  The 
continental  congress  of  the  revolution,  as  far  as  it  possessed  any 
attributes  of  government,  united  in  itself  the  powers  of  every 
department.  In  managing  the  concerns  entrusted  to  its  guar- 
dianship, it  acted  as  much  in  an  executive  as  a  legislative  capa 
city.  Tlie  first  germ  of  the  treasury  department  of  the  United 
States  is  found  in  a  resolution  of  that  body,  as  early  as  the  26th 
of  July,  1775,  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

''Resolved,  That  Michael  Hilligas  and  George  Clymer  be  joint 
treasurers  of  the  United  Colonies;  that  the  treasurers  reside  in 
Philadelphia;  and  that  they  shall  give  bond  with  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  office,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,"  &c. 

In  their  hands  were  placed  all  the  funds  of  congress,  to  be 
drawn  out  on  the  warrants  of  the  president  of  congress.  They 
were  directly  responsible  to  congress,  settled  their  accounts 
with  that  body,  and  held  their  offices  at  its  will. 

In  various  other  resolutions  and  ordinances  subsequently 
passsed,  we  trace  the  process  by  which  the  continental  con- 
gress gradually  vested  a  portion  of  its  executive  powers  in  sub- 
ordinate agents  appointed  by  its  vote,  and  removable  at  its 
will.  It  began  with  appointing  treasurers  over  whom  it  exercis- 
ed a  direct  superintendence.  It  next  vested  the  superintending 
power  over  that  and  other  offices  of  the  treasury,  in  a  standing 
committee  of  its  own  body.  Next,  it  was  vested  in  commis- 
sioners, a  part  of  whom  were  members  of  congress,  and  a  part 
not  members.  Finally,  by  creating  "civil  executive  depart- 
ments," of  the  treasury,  war  and  marine,  it  separated  the  su- 
perintending power  over  the  treasurer  and  other  subordinate 
officers  of  the  treasury,  wholly  from  its  own  body,  reserving 
the  right  of  removal;  and  in  case  of  necessity,  controlling  the 
whole  system.  The  principle  on  which  the  department  was 
organized,  was  in  no  degree  changed  by  afterwards  instituting  a 
"board  of  treasury,"  for  the  "superintendent  of  finance." 

It  will  be  observed  that  In  the  first  instance,  the  power  to 
direct  the  treasurers,  in  relation  to  the  place  where  they  should 
keep  the  public  money,  as  well  as  every  other  portion  of  their 
duties,  was  vested  in  congress.  This  power  was  afterwards 
vested,  successively,  in  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury,  the  superintendent  of  finance,  and 
the  board  of  treasury.  The  power  was  expressly  conferred  on 
the  "superintendent  of  finance,"  and  "board  of  treasury,"  to 
superintend  and  control  the  settlemeiat  of  all  public  accounts, 
and  to  direct  and  control  all  persons  employed  in  procuring;  sup 
plies  for  the  public  service,  and  in  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney^'—and  the  ordinance  expr«ssly  provides,  that  a  treasurer,  1 


&c.  shall  be  appointed  'Hn  aid  of  the  superintendent  offinan  e.  " 
The  superintenchMit,  therefori,  had  a  right  to  direct  him  in  all 
tilings,  in  subordination  to  the  resolutions  and  ordinaut  cs  of 
congress,  which  was  the  head  of  the  executive  •lepartment. 

At  the  time  the  preseiitconstitution  was  adopted,  the  treasury 
department  was  managed  by  the  "board  of  tr»;asury,"  consisting 
of  three  commissioners,  aided  by  a  comptroNer,  a  treasurer,  a 
register,  auditors  and  a  competent  number  of  clerks.  The  board 
had  [lower  to  direct  the  treasurer  in  all  his  acts,  nnd  were  them- 
selves responsible  to  congress,  the  head  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment in  the  existing  government. 

The  new  constitution  took  the  entire  executive  power  aWfly 
from  congress,  and  vested  it  in  an  independent  co-ordinate  de- 
partment of  the  government.  It  declares  that  "the  executive 
powers  shall  be  vested  in  a  president  of  the  U.  Slates  of  Ame- 
rica;" "ihat  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  or  other  public  ministers 
and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  United  States,  whose  appointment  are  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.  But 
the  congress  may  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courta 
of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments.^' 

Thus,  by  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  states,  assembled  in 
the  several  sovereignties,  was  tiie  entire  executive  power,  in- 
cluding the  power  of  appointment,  and  consequently  of  re- 
moval, taken  away  from  congress  and  vested  in  the  presi- 
dent. The  ultimate  supervision  and  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  "civil  executive  departments"  was  taken  from  congress  and 
vosted  in  the  president  of  the  United  States;  and  to  enable  him 
to  exercise  it  with  the  more  effect,  he  was,  by  the  coiistituti(»n 
itself,  clothed  with  authority  to  "require  the  opinion  in  writirij; 
of  the  principal  officers  in  each  of  the  executive  departments, 
upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective;  of- 
ficrs?"  To  the  president,  therefore,  was  transferred,  by  the 
new  constitution,  that  power  of  appointment  and  removal,  and 
ultimate  supervision  over  all  the  executive  deparlftieiits  of  the 
government  which  had  before  belonged  to  congress. 

The  change  in  the  form  of  government  effected  by  the  new 
constitution,  made  it  necessary  to  reorganize  "the  civil  execu- 
tive departments,"  which  existed  under  the  confederation.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  new  congress,  therefore,  an  act  was  pass- 
ed entitled  "an  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department.**  'Klie 
first  section  of  that  provides  "that  there  shall  be  a  department 
of  treasury,  in  which  shall  be  the  following  officers,  namely:  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  be  deemed  head  of  the  department; 
a  comptroller,  an  auditor,  a  treasurer,  a  legister  and  an  asi<ist»nt 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  assistant  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  secretary." 

The  duties  assigned  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are,  in  a 
great  measure,  identical  with  those  assigned  by  the  old  congress 
to  the  superintendent  of  finance. 

The  offices  of  comptroller,  treasurer  and  register  of  the  trea 
sury  department,  under  the  confederation,  were  retained  under 
the  new  system,  wiih  similar  duties  attached  to  them.  The 
very  language  of  the  old  oidinances  in  relation  to  the  leading 
duties  of  the  treasurer,  is  copied  into  the  act  of  congress  of  1789, 
establishing  the  treasury  department,  viz.  Jt  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States, 
and  disburse  the  same  upon  warrants,  &c. 

That  act  was  construed  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  has 
been  ever  since,  as  conferring  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
all  the  powers  which,  under  the  old  confederatitm,  had  been 
exercised  by  the  "board  of  treasury;"  and  we  accordingly  tind 
that  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  first  secretary  of  the  trea?ury, 
and  all  of  his  successors  in  that  office,  down  to  the  time  of  es- 
tablishing the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  constantly  ex 
ercised  the  power  of  directing  where  the  public  moneys  in  the 
treasury  were  to  be  deposited.  It  was  sometimes  placed  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  sometimes  in  state  banks,  and  a  part  of  it 
in  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  mever  suppos- 
ed, during  the  period  above  mentioned,  to  be  the  province  of 
the  treasurer  to  make  the  selection,  nor  did  he  ever  attempt  to 
exercise  the  power.  It  was,  by  uniform  usage  and  the  acqui- 
escence of  congress  and  all  the  branches  of  government,  from 
1789  down  to  181*6,  admitted  to  be  placed  by  law  under  the  ex- 
clusive power  of  the  secretary,  suhject  to  the  supervision  ©f  the 
president  as  the  head  of  the  executive  department.  Under  the 
construction  given  to  the  same  act,  and  by  uniform  usage,  the 
principle  w.is  equally  well  established,  that  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  belonged  the  exclusive  power  of  ordering  transfers 
of  public  money  from  one  place  of  deposite  to  another,  and  the 
warrants  or  draughts  issued  for  that  purpose,  did  not  take  the 
funds  from  the  debit  of  the  treasurer,  and  were  never  consider- 
ed as  drawing  them  out  of  the  treasury.  The  public  revenue 
can  never  be  entirely  collected  or  disbursed  at  the  same  places. 
It  must  necessarily  be  transferred  from  the  points  of  collectioo 
to  places  where  it  may  be  needed,  and  deposited  in  secHre 
places  for  safe  keeping  prior  to  disbursement.  If,  in  thiii  ope- 
ration, it  remains  charged  to  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of  the 
treasury,  although  separated  into  a  thousand  parcels,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  union,  it  is  still  in  the  treasury,  ready  to  he 
disbursed  upon  warrants  drawn  according  to  the  laws.  The 
committee  annex  to  this  report,  by  way  of  appendix,  various 
official  documents,  establishing  conclusively  the  petition  they 
have  here  stated. 

At  the  period,  therefore,  that  the  charter  of  the  present  bank 
was  granted,  the  power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  over 
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this  subject  wa?  one  well  known  and  understood.  It  had  been 
clearly  settled  by  long  ii.snge  and  invariable  practice  under  the 
act  of  1789,  and  wild  wiiich  tlie  congress  of  1816,  when  they 
chartered  this  bank,  were  perlectly  acquainted,  and  to  whiclJ 
they  must  have  intended  to  refer,  when  they  speak  in  general 
liirms  of  his  power  over  the  public  deposited,  without  defining 
or  prescribing  its  limits. 

The  16lh  seclion  of  the  charter  declares  that  the  deposites  of 
the  moneys  of  "the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the  said 
bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  establi.'jhed,  shall  be  made 
in  the  said  bank  or  brandies  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which 
case,  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  and 
direction." 

This  section  grants  no  new  power  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  On  tlie  contrary,  as  far  as  it  operates  at  all,  it  is  a 
reservation  of  the  power  wliich  before  existed,  to  select  the  de- 
positories for  tiie  public  funds.  The  secretary,  therefore,  does 
not  derive  his  power  over  the  suhjei-t  from  this  act. 

Being  a  reservation,  and  not  a  gram  of  pdwer,  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  retains  all  the  powers  over  me  public  moneys 
he  before  possessed,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be  modified  or 
taken  away  by  the  bank  charter.  The  power  of  transfer,  not 
being  alluded  to  in  the  section,  is  not  restricted  by  it,  and  of 
course  is  possessed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  same 
extent  us  before. 

Accordingly,  transfers  have  constantly  been  made,  since  the 
bank  charter  was  granted,  as  before,  not  only  from  one  office  of 
that  bank  to  another,  but  from  that  bank  and  its  offices  to  state 
banks.  Hereto  annexed  is  a  list  of  numerous  transfers  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  state  banks,  taken  from  a  re- 
port of  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
dated  February  7ih,  1823. 

The  error  upon  this  point  consists  in  considering  the  provi- 
sion in  the  bank  charter  a  grant  of  power,  instead  of  the  reser- 
vation of  a  power  previously  existine;.  Not  finding  the  power 
of  transfer  granted,  it  has  been  denied  that  it  exists,  when,  in 
fact,  the  silence  of  the  section  leaves  it  as  it  was  before. 

The  effect  of  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter  is,  to  take 
from  congress  entirely  the  power  to  control  the  public  depo- 
sites, which  that  body  before  possessed.  It  provides  that  tiie 
deposites  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  shall  be  made  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  without  reserving  to  the  legisla- 
tive authority  any  power  to  order  their  removal,  with  reason  or 
without  reason. 

Whether  the  congress  of  1816  acted  wisely  in  thus  divesting 
themselves  of  all  control  over  the  places  of  public  deposite  of 
the  public  moneys,  for  the  long  period  of  twenty  years,  is  a 
question  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  determine,  it  is  certain 
that  they  did  so;  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  charter, 
therefore,  they  must  have  continued  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  iiad 
otherwise  ordered  and  directed.  It  was  stipulated  with  the 
stockholders  that  they  should  have  the  public  deposites,  unless 
the  secretary  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  legislative  autho- 
fity  would  not  interfere  to  take  them  away  during  the  continu- 
ance of  their  charter. 

This  seclion  of  the  bank  charter,  although  it  surrenders  the 
power  of  congress  over  the  public  deposites  for  twenty  years, 
and  indicates  a  legislative  preference  for  the  bank  f)f  the  United 
J^tates  as  a  depository,  does  not  diminish  the  positive  jpower  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  over  the  subject.  He  had  the 
same  legal  power  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  order  and  di- 
rect the  public  deposites  to  be  made  in  other  banks,  as  he  had 
before.  An  additional  duty  w.rs  i;i\po!ind  yipon  him.  But  how 
can  this  requirennMit  impair  his  power.^  Had  the  clause  requir- 
ing the  reasons  to  be  reported  been  omitted,  could  it  have  been 
doubted  that  the  power  of  the  secrftary  to  caur^e  the  deposites 
to  be  madii  in  other  banks  would  have  been  absolute  and  un- 
qualified.'' And  how  can  the  necessity  for  giving  his  rijasons  af- 
ter the  act  is  done,  impair  his  povv(;r  to  do  it?  Before  the  bank 
charter  was  granted,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  liable  to 
be  called  on  by  congress  for  his  reasons  for  discharging  one 
bank  from  the  service  of  the  treasury,  and  employing  another, 
and  it  was  his  duty  to  give  them.  The  change  effected  in  his 
position  is,  that  he  is  now  bound  by  law  to  give  his  reasons 
without  a  speciiil  call,  lint  ilu;  giving  his  reasons  no kj,  after 
the  act  is  done,  can  no  more  afF.'ct  W\6  power  to  do  it,  than  giv- 
ing his  reasons  then  under  a  special  call  of  congress;  and  his 
duty  to  act  only  for  good  reasons,  and  his  liability  to  be  punish- 
«;d  for  measureif!  originating  in  corrupt  or  wicked  motives,  were 
just  as  strong  then  as  now. 

That  it  was  intended  that  this  power  should  be  exercised,  as 
it  always  has  been,  by  tiie  executive  authority,  without  con- 
sulting congress,  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  the  secretary  is  not 
required  to  give  his  reasons  to  congress,  even  though  they  may 
be  in  session,  witil  after  the  act  is  done.  If  it  had  been  infciid 
c.A  that  he  should  be  directed  and  advised  by  congress  before  he 
acted,  provision  would  have  hren  made  that  when  congress  are 
in  BeHsioi\,the  reasons  should  be  laid  before  them  for  their  eon- 
iiidcration  and  approval  before  the  act  was  done. 

In  illustration  of  the  view  here  taken  of  the  proper  interpre- 
tation of  this  provision  of  the  bank  charter,  and  the  power  re- 
jjcrved  by  it  to  the  secretary  over  the  public  deposites,  the  com- 
mittee refer  to  another  provision  of  that  chartcf.     By  the  14th 


section,  it  was  stipulated  by  congress,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  "that  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation  originally  made  payable,  or  which 
shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall  be  receivable  in 
all  payments  to  the  United  States,  unless  otkerwise  directed  by 
act  of  congress.^'  It  was  important  for  the  bank,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain general  credit  and  circulation  for  its  notes,  that  they  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  The  charter  provides 
that  they  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  congress  reserves  to 
itself  the  right  to  provide  by  law  that  its  notes  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  revenue.  This  was  a  power 
reserved  to  congress,  to  which  the  bank  agreed;  as  was  the 
power  reserved  to  the  secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  to 
which  the  bank  in  like  manner  agreed.  Now  it  will  not  be 
maintained  by  any  one,  that  congress  may  not  at  pleasure,  with- 
out any  violation  of  the  charter,  or  any  infringement  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  bank,  by  law  refuse  to  receive  the  notes  of  the 
bank  in  the  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  without  an  act  of  congres?, 
should  attempt  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  bank 
in  payments  to  the  United  States,  he  would  usurp  a  power 
which  belongs  to  the  legislative  authority;  and  in  like  manner, 
if  congress,  without  the  previous  order  and  direction  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  were  to  attempt  to  cause  the  public  de- 
posites to  be  removed  from  the  bank,  they  would  usurp  a  pow-  . 
er  which  does  not  belong  to  them. 

The  bank  would  have  the  same  cause  to  complain,  if  the  ex- 
ecutive refused  to  receive  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  dueg 
without  the  authority  of  an  act  of  congress,  as  it  would  have 
if  congress  were  to  remove  the  deposites,  without  the  previous 
order  and  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  no 
more. 

The  power  reserved  to  congress  to  discontinue  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  in  "payment  to  the  United  States,"  is  ab- 
solute and  unqualified.  In  like  manner,  the  power  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  is  required  to  re- 
port to  congress,  to  employ  other  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, is  equally  absolute  and  unqualified.  Neither  congress  nor 
the  secretary  are  required  to  give  any  reasons  to  the  bank. 
And  if  congress  were,  for  reasons  satist'actory  to  themselves,  to 
pass  a  law,  declaring  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  shall  no  longer 
be  taken  in  payments  to  the  United  Slates,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  bank  would  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint 
that  th.eir  "chartered  rights"  had  been  violated.  Is  the  case 
now  presented  at  all  different  in  principle?  Have  they  any  just 
ground  to  comiilain  that  their  "chartered  rights"  have  been 
violated,  by  the  act  of  the  secretary,  in  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites? The  hank  charter  is  a  contract  between  the  govern- 
7nent  of  the  United  States  and  the  stockholders.  To  see  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  acts  from  pure  motives,  and  judge 
whether  further  legislation  be  not  necessary  on  the  subject, 
congress  require  of  him  to  report  his  reasons  to  them.  This  is 
an  arrangement  between  the  legislative  and  executive  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  who  are  jointly  one  party  to  the  con- 
tract, with  whose  arrangement,  the  bank,  as  the  other  party, 
has  no  concern.  The  stockholders  entered  into  the  contract, 
in  which  the  government  reserved  the  right  to  reject  their 
notes,  and  discontinue  their  bank  as  a  depository,  the  one 
through  congress  and  the  other  through  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  without  assigning  to  them  any  reasons  whatever. 
Whenever  either  of  these  powers  is  exercised  by  the  agent  to 
whom  it  has  been  reserved,  no  stipulation  of  the  contract  has 
been  violated,  and  the  bank  has  no  right  to  complain. 

Not  only  was  no  stipulation  made  with  the  bank  that  its 
notes  should  be  received  in  payments  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  should  be  employed  as  a  depository  of  the  public  mOr 
neys,  longer  than  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  government; 
but  any  contract  of  that  sort  on  the  part  of  the  government 
would  have  been  indiscreet  and  improper.  To  have  absolutely 
bartered  away  to  a  corporation,  the  high  powers  of  both  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  departments,  and  left  the  government 
of  the  people  absolutely  dependent  on  a  corporation  of  its  own 
creation  for  the  currency  in  which  public  dues  should  be  paid, 
and  the  places  in  which  the  public  moneys  should  be  kept, 
would  have  been  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  those 
who  created  the  bank  charter,  which  the  boldest  advocates  of  a 
controlling  power  over  the  popular  will,  never  dared  to  main- 
tain. Many  unforeseen  considerations,  might  render  it  expe- 
dient, if  not  indispensable  to  the  preservation  and  protection  of 
the  public  interests,  within  a  less  period  than  twenty  years,  to 
sever  the  connection  between  the  government  and  the  bank, 
and  no  congress  has  yet  been  found  so  improvident  as  to  trans- 
fer from  the  government  the  power  to  determine  what  curren- 
cy it  will  or  will  not  receive  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  and 
to  select  at  will  the  depositories  of  the  public  funds;  much  less, 
have  they  imposed  on  the  public  authorities,  and  on  congress 
themselves,  the  degrading  duty  of  giving  reasons  to  a  corpora- 
tion, for  measures  they  may  deem  essential  to  the  interests  of 
tlu!  people,  tlie  purity  of  the  government,  and  the  preservation 
of  our  invaluable  institutions. 

The  removal  of  the  deposites  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
from  the  hank  of  the  United  Rtates,  so  far  from  being  an  usur- 
pation of  a  power  beloniiins  to  congress,  actually  restored  to 
that  body  a  power,  fif  which  they  had  hy  the  terms  of  the  char- 
ter divested  tlieniselveR.  So  far  as  regards  congress,  the  con- 
tract is  ahuolute,  that  the  deposites  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  no  shadow  of  authority  is  reserved  to 
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Ihem  otherwise  to  "order  and  direct."-  Congress  divested  itself 
((fall  power  or  control  over  the  deposiles  unless  tUe  secretary 
should  first  issue  his  order  lor  the  removal.  The  exclusive 
power  to  issue  such  order  was  reserved  lo  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  but  for  his  action,  the  deposites  must  have  re- 
mained beyond  the  reacli  of  conj^rciss  uiilil  the  terniinntion  of 
the  hank  charier.  The  moment  they  are  out  of  the  bank,  by 
the  order  and  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  charier,  all  the  oriii;inal  power  which  conf|;ress  pos- 
sessed over  them,  reveits  to  thai  body.  They  may  by  law  di- 
rect their  future  disposition.  If  they  think  proper  lo  relieve  the 
executive  from  all  responsibility  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  funds,  they  niay,  by  an  act  of  legislation,  designate  liie 
depositories  in  which  they  shall  be  kept.  'I'he  power  with 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  congress  should  never 
have  parted,  has  been  restored  to  that  body  by  the  act  of  the 
secretary,  and  it  is  not  perceived  upon  what  ground  he  can  be 
charged  with  an  usurpation  of  their  powers,  by  an  act  vviiich 
has  essentially  enlarged  them. 

In  the  section  of  the  bank  charter  reserving  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  the  power  over  the  deposites,  it  is  not  stated 
what  reasons  may  be  sutficient  to  justify  him  in  directing  the 
money  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  deposited  in  otluer  banks. 
That  they  ought  to  be  ^ood  and  honest  reasons,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Before  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  existed,  he  was 
equally  bound  to  have  such  reasons  for  discharging  one  bank 
and  emphiying  another,  as  well  as  for  all  his  other  official  acts. 
If  they  be  noi  ho7iest,  he  may  be  impeached  by  congress,  or  dis- 
missed from  office  by  the  president.  If  they  be  not  good,  he 
may  be  overruled  by  a  subsequent  act  of  legislation,  providing 
for  their  restoration,  or  designating  some  other  place  of  depo- 
site  than  that  which  he  may  have  selected.  But  if  they  be  both 
honest  and  good,  the  transaction  should  be  at  an  end,  when  they 
aje  reported  to  congress. 

It  has  recently  been  maintained  in  argument,  that  no  reason 
but  a  want  of  safely  can  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States;  that  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  was  the  sole  object  which  congress  had  in  view;  that 
having  confidence  in  the  bank,  the  act  of  charter  directed  the 
deposites  to  be  made  in  it,  but  lest,  at  any  time  they  should  be- 
come insecure,  tiiey  reserved  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
the  power  of  removing  them,  with  a  view  solely  to  render  theai 
more  secure;  and  that,  for  the  same  reason,  he  was  required  to 
assign  his  reasons  to  congress,  whenever  he  did  order  the  re- 
moval,that  congress  might  review  his  act. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  words  of  the  bank  charter  recog- 
nizing the  power  of  the  secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  do 
not  define  the  reasons  or  circumstances  which  will  authorise 
him  to  act;  and  the  necessary  inference  is,  that  he  may  act,  for 
any  reasons,  which  to  him  may  seem  sufficient. 

if  want  of  safety  was  the  only  reason  which  could  justify  a 
removal  of  the  deposites,  why  was  the  secretary  required  lo  re- 
port his  reasons  at  all?  If  there  could  be  but  one  sufficient  rea- 
son, congress  would  have  known  it  as  well  without  being  re- 
ported as  with  it;  and  if  there  could  be  but  one  reason,  why 
was  it  not  so  declared  in  the  charter.'' 

There  are  good  grounds  to  believe  that  want  of  security  was 
not  the  only,  nor  the  chief  reason  in  the  minds  of  congress, 
when  they  required  of  the  secretary  to  assign  the  reasons  of  the 
act  to  them.  Suppose  it  to  be  discovered  by  the  secretary,  that 
the  bank  is  in  a  tottering  condition,  and  on  the  verge  of  slop- 
ping payment,  what  advantage  would  the  government  gain  by  a 
sudden  withdrawal  of  iis  funds.''  Under  the  circumstances 
supposed,  the  first  effect  of  such  a  measure  would  probably  be, 
to  compel  the  bank  instantly  to  stop  payment,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, its  notes  would  become  fatally  depreciated.  But  the 
bank  charter  requires  that  its  notes  shall  be  received  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States,  unless  congress  shall  by  law  other- 
wise direct.  All  tlie  revenues  would  tl'.en  be  paid  in  their 
notes,  however  much  they  might  be  depreciated,  for  the  secre- 
tary would  have  no  authority  to  refuse  them  until  congress  re- 
pealed the  provision  which  required  them  lo  he  received  in  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  To  remove  the  public  funds,  there- 
fore, for  want  of  safety,  would  be  to  depreciate  the  currency  in 
which  the  accruing  revenue  must  be  received.  Fiistead  of  hav- 
ing a  deposits  of  good  money  in  a  douhtful  hank^  we  might  iiave 
one  of  bad  money  in  good  banks.  The  bank  of  the  United  States 
would  be  more  likely  to  pay  the  warrants  of  the  treasurer  if  the 
deposites  were  left  in  its  possessioii,  tiian  it  would  to  pay  Its 
own  notes,  received  in  payment  of  revenue,  if  they  were  taken 
away. 

Instead  of  removing  the  deposites  in  such  a  case,  the  public 
interest,  would  require  every  practicable  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
treasury  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  bank,  at  least  until  congrtjss 
could  repeal  the  provision  which  makes  its  notes  a  tender  in  all 
payments  to  the  government.  He  would  he  a  faithless  secreta- 
ry who  should  depreciate  the  currency  he  is  bound  by  law  to 
receive  in  payment  of  public  duos;  and  under  pretence  of  put 
ting  the  public  funds  already  collected  in  a  safe  place,  resort  to 
a  measure  which  would  inevitably  make  the  currency  which  he 
was  bound  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  accniing  revenue,  in  a 
great  degree,  worthless. 

But  the  cotemporaneous  and  continued  construction  of  the 
clause  in  the  charter  relative  to  the  scfreiary'a  reasons,  even  if 
tiie  meaning  of  the  words  iliemselves  was  at  all  doubtful,  is 
conclusive  to  show,  ivot  only  that  the  pecretary  possesses  full 
power  to  order  the  removal,  but  that  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so  for 
ether  reasons  than  Uie  insecurity  of  the  public  funds. 


On  reference  to  the  correspondence  and  documents  connect- 
ed with  the  treasury  department,  we  find  that  Mr.  Crawford, 
who  was  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  thr;  time  the  hank  went 
into  operation,  in  sundry  letters,  distmcily  asserted  his  power 
under  ihe  charier  lo  cause  the  deposites  of  public  money  to  be 
made  in  stale  banks  for  various  reasons,  and  that  he  did  actu- 
ally exercise  that  power  during  Ihe  first  year  of  the  bank's  ex- 
istence, reporting  his  reasons  to  congress  at  the  next  session: 
and  ihut  he  did  again  exercise  it  in  the  year  1818 — on  both  of 
which  occasions  it  was  not  contested  by  the  l)ank,  and  not  call- 
ed in  qu(;stion  by  congress.  We  find  that  in  1819  the  power  waa 
expressly  asserted  by  a  committee  of  congress,  and  by  eminent 
members,  in  debate,  without  controversy;  and  that  at  a  subse- 
quent period  (1824)  when  Mr.  Crawford's  arrangements  with 
state  banks  were  called  in  question  and  investigated,  it  was  de- 
clared by  a  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  tjiera 
was  nothing  in  them  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to  the 
usages  of  the  dei>arlment. 

The  successors  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  the  treasury  department, 
Mr.  Rush  and  Mr.  Ingham,  have  asserted  the  powci;  and  it  was 
admitted  to  exist  for  other  purposes  than  tlie  security  of  the 
public  deposites  Uy  the  committee  of  ways  and  mean:^  of  this 
house,  as  late  as  lc<30. 

The  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  asscrled  the  power  may  be 
exercised,  have  been,  to  equalise  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
deposites  among  the  bank  community;  to  aid  the  state  banks  ia 
maintaining  their  credit;  to  induce  them  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments; to  prevent  a  pressure  on  their  debtors;  the  refusal  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  to  receive  as  cash  the  notes  of  banks 
which  it  was  deemed  the  interest  of  government  to  receive  from 
its  debtois;  the  public  convenience;  the  misconduct  of  the  bank; 
its  interference  in  politics,  and  the  use  of  its  pecuniary  power  to 
produce  injustice  and  oppression.  These  several  grounds  of 
action,  suggested  sometimes  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
sometimes  by  committees  of  congress  or  its  members,  as  well  in 
public  documents  as  private  correspondence,  were  never  decla- 
clared  to  be  illegal  or  invalid  even  by  the  bank  itself;  nor  does 
it  appear  ever  to  have  been  maintained  or  suggested,  that  the 
want  of  security  was  the  only  good  reason  for  the  action  of  the 
secretary,  until  since  the  removal  by  order  and  direction  of  the 
present  incumbent.  The  committee  consider  the  point  loo  clear, 
under  the  words  of  the  law  and  the  practice  of  the  government, 
to  be  now  seriously  called  in  question.  Extracts  of  letters  and 
reports  are  given  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  which  fully  es- 
tablish the  positions  here  asserted. 

It  has  also  been  objected  to  the  act  of  the  secretary,  that  con- 
ceding to  him  the  power  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  to  direct 
them  lo  be  placed  in  state  banks,  that  yet  he  had  exceeded  his 
authority  in  entering  into  contracts  with  the  new  depositories, 
prescribing  the  terms  of  deposite  and  the  duties  and  services 
which  they  should  be  required  to  perform  for  the  government, 
in  consideration  of  the  use  of  the  public  moneys. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  ob- 
jection. Money  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  placed  in 
their  keeping  without  a  contract  with  them.  If  there  was  no 
written  agreement,  the  law  would  imply  one.  It  would  imply 
a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  deposite  bank  to  pay;  and  if  they 
refused  to  pay,  the  United  Stales  might  sue  and  recover  the 
money. 

If  the  secretary,  by  depositing  the  money  in  a  state  bank,  may 
make  an  implied  contract,  by  which  the  bank  would  be  bound 
to  pay,  surely  he  may  make  an  express  one.  The  objection, 
therefore,  thai  he  may  not  enter  into  a  contract,  although  he  has 
a  right  to  deposite  the  money,  is  wholly  untenable.  If  the  state 
banks  are  selected  lawfully  as  agents,  and  their  duties  not  de- 
fined by  law,  ihey  must  necessarily  be  defined  by  contract,  and 
the  United  S;.aies  have  the  same  right  to  take  care  of  their  inter- 
ests in  this  respect  as  an  individual. 

In  making  these  contracts,  the  present  secretary  has  but  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  his  predecessors,  and  has  manifested  an 
anxious  care  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States;  and 
so  far  from  beint:  justly  subject  to  censure,  deserves  rather  to  be 
commended  for  his  vigilance,  in  guarding  the  public  treasure 
as  far  as  possible  from  danger  of  loss.  But  suppose  all  that  has 
been  urged  by  those  who  rely  upon  this  objection  to  be  true; 
suppose  the  contracts  to  be  in  fact  void;  still  the  public  money 
is  not  less  secure  in  the  state  banks  than  it  would  have  been  if 
no  contracts  had  been  made.  In  any  view,  therefore,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  objection  is  utterly  futile,  and  de- 
serving of  no  consideration.  It  has  been  the  constant  practice 
of  the  treasury  to  make  such  contracts  with  the  banks  selected 
as  the  public  depositories,  examples  of  which  may  be  found  in 
official  letters  of  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Crawford,  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  secretary 
po=!sessed  the  power  to  issue  his  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  they  are  further  of  opinion  that  none  of  the  char- 
tered rights  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  have  been  violated 
by  it. 

The  bank  in  their  memorial  allese,  "  that  in  consideration  of 
a  full  equival(>nt,  rendcsred  by  them  in  money  and  services,  they 
were  entitled  to  the  custody  of  the  public  deposites."  To  this 
proposition  the  committee  do  not  assent.  It  appears  by  the  20th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  charter,  that  the  bonus  of  a  million  and 
a  half  of  dollars  was  paid  by  the  bank  in  "consideration  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  this  act  upon  the 
said  bank."  This  was  the  only  money  paid  by  the  bank  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  it  was  paid,  not  for  the  use  of  the  public  de- 
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nosites,  but  for  tlie  exclusive  privilege  and  benefit  of  banking 
conferred  by  the  charter,  and  especially  by  the  provision  con- 
tained in  the  2Ist  section,  viz: 

"  That  no  other  bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law 
of  the  United  States  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation 
hereby  created,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United  States  Is  here- 
by pledged." 

The  only  services  which  the  bank  stipulates  to  perform  for 
the  government,  are,  "to  perform  the  several  and  respective  du- 
ties of  the  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  several  states,  or  of 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  required  by  law;"  and  to 
«'  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public 
creditors,  without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowance, 
on  account  of  difference  of  exchange." 

It  no  where  appears  in  the  charter  of  the  bank  that  these  ser- 
vices were  to  be  performed  by  the  bank  in  consideration  of  the 
use  of  the  public  deposites;  but  if  it  did  so  appear,  it  is  evident 
that  so  soon  as  the  public  deposites  are  withdrawn,  the  bank, 
not  having  possession  of  the  public  funds,  can  no  longer  be  re- 
quired to  perform  those  duties.  The  committee  think  it  much 
more  likely  that  the  consideration  for  these  services  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  enacted  the  bank  charter,  was,  that  the 
United  States  agreed  on  their  part  to  receive  the  notes  or  bills 
of  the  bank  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue,  thereby  enabling 
the  bank  to  give  general  credit  and  circulation  to  their  paper. 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  time  the  bank 
charter  was  granted,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  "committee  on 
the  national  currency,"  dated  the  24th  of  December,  1815,  con- 
firms this  opinion.  In  that  letter  Mr.  Dallas  spates,  "  It  is  pro- 
posed that  in  addition  to  the  usual  privileges  of  a  corporation,  the 
notes  of  the  national  bank  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  to 
the  United  States,unless  congress  shall  hereafter  otherwise  pro- 
vide by  law;  and  that  in  addition  to  the  duties  usually  required 
from  a  corporation  of  this  description,  the  national  bank  shall 
be  employed  to  receive,  transfer,  and  distribute  the  public  reve- 
nue under  the  direction  of  the  proper  department."  Congress 
adopted  this  suggestion  of  the  secretary,  and  hence  we  find,  that 
by  the  14th  section  of  the  bank  charter,  congress  agree  to  receive 
the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  public  dues,  and 
by  the  15th  section  immediately  following,  the  bank  stipulates 
to  transfer  and  distribute  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place, 
without  charge  to  the  United  States.  In  the  same  letter,  Mr. 
Dallas  negatives  the  idea  that  the  deposites  constituted  any 
part  of  the  consideration  either  for  the  bonus  or  the  services  sti- 
pulated to  be  performed  by  the  bank.  He  states  that,  "  it  is  pro- 
posed that  a  bonus  be  paid  to  the  government  by  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  national  bank,  in  consideration  of  the  emoluments 
to  be  derived  from  an  exclusive  charter  during  a  period  of  twen- 
ty years."  This  suggestion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas,  was  also 
adopted  by  congress  by  a  provision  to  that  effect  contained  in 
the  20th  section  of  the  bank  charter  before  recited.  In  the  same 
letter,  Mr.  Dallas  holds  the  following  language  in  relation  to  the 
"deposites  and  the  distribution  of  the  public  revenue,"  viz. 
"Independent  of  the  bonus  here  proposed  to  be  exacted,  there 
are  undoubtedly  many  public  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  the 
establishment  ofthe  national  bank;  but  these  are  generally  of  an 
incidental  kind,  and  (as  in  the  case  ofthe  deposites  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue)  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  equiva- 
lents, not  for  the  monopoly  of  the  charter,  but  for  the  reciprocal 
advantages  of  a  fiscal  connexion  with  the  public  treasury."  It 
thus  clearly  appears  that  the  ground  assumed  by  the  bank,  that 
it  had  rendered  "a  full  equivalent"  in  "money  and  services"  for 
the  use  of  the  public  deposites,  is  erroneous,  and  is  not  sustained 
either  by  the  bank  charter  itself,  or  the  opinion  of  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department— who  furnished  the  plan,  and  largely 
contributed  to  found  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  the  committee  think  the  bank  can- 
not justly  complain,  that  any  of  the  "chartered  rights  of  the 
stockholders"  have  been  violated  by  the  late  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  its  custody. 

The  committee  proceed  to  consider  the  sufficiency  ofthe  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  secretary  for  the  exercise  of  his  power  in 
the  case  submitted  to  them  by  the  house  for  their  examination. 
These  reasons  may  be  classed  under  two  general  heads: 

1st.  Those  which  have  relation  to  the  public  interest. 

2d.  Those  which  have  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank. 

The  first  reason  given  by  the  secretary  is  the  fact  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March  1836,  and  the  probability  that  it  will  not  be  renewed. 
He  has  not  undertaken  to  decide  that  the  bank  will  not  be  re- 
chartered;  but  he  has  said  he  has  no  right  to  presume  that  it  will 
be.  He  has  said  that  he  must  act  under  the  law  as  it  exists,  and 
not  as  it  may  by  possibility  be  changed  or  altered  by  the  action 
of  congress  hereafter.  He  has  said  that  the  bank  charter  will 
expire  by  its  own  limitation  in  the  year  1836,  and  that  he  would 
not  be  justified  in  acting  upon  the  supposition  that  the  charter 
will  be  extended  beyond  that  period;  he  has  said  further,  that  in 
his  judgment,  the  presumption  was  very  strong,  that  the  charter 
woiild  not  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  he 
was  warranted  in  coming  to  this  conclusion.  What  are  the  f^^cts 
upon  which  an  opinion  on  this  point  is  to  be  formed?  The  cor- 
poration itself  had  made  the  renewal  of  its  charter  the  leading 
question  in  the  last  contest  for  the  presidency.  It  had  procured 
from  congress  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  renew  the  charter,  and 
elicited  a  veto  from  the  president.  Its  advocates  every  where 
were  uncommonly  active.     It  is  even  charged  with  having 


stepped  into  the  arena  itself,  and  resorted  to  unusual  means  to 
give  information  to  the  people  "relative  to  its  nature  and  opera- 
tions." Although,  in  addition  to  its  own  strength,  it  was  sus- 
tained in  the  conflict  by  a  combination  of  powerful  political  ele- 
ments, it  was  signally  defeated,  and  the  president  triumphantly 
re  elected.  This  result  could  not  be  otherwise  considered 
than  as  a  verdict  ofthe  people  in  favor  ofthe  veto,  and  against 
the  bank. 

If  any  doubt  had  existed  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
people  on  that  point,  we  may  confidently  appeal  to  the  elections 
of  members  to  the  present  congress  for  its  solution.  Ofthe  many 
expressions  of  public  opinion,  through  the  more  numerous  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  in  the  state  legislatures,  presented 
to  congress  and  referred  to  this  committee,  during  the  present 
session,  in  relation  to  the  bank,  not  one  has  recommended  its 
recharter,  while  most  have  declared  it  unconstitutional. 

That  the  bank  would  ever  be  rechartered,  there  was,  there- 
fore, when  the  secretary  gave  his  order  to  remove  the  deposites, 
but  little  reason  to  believe;  and  there  is  less  now. 

Nor  was  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  a  substitute  for  the 
present  bank  could  be  provided  by  congress.  Of  all  the  schemes 
suggested,  none  seemed  to  have  met  with  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  favor  from  the  people.  There  were,  therefore,  abundant 
reasons  to  believe  that  the  government  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  the  employment  of  state  banks,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  created. 

The  transfer  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  and  branches,  to  the  state  banks,  at  some  period,  was 
therefore  inevitable.  The  only  question  was  as  to  the  time. 
Ought  they  to  liave  been  made  in  the  bank  ofthe  United  States 
to  the  last  day  of  its  existence,  or  to  have  been  changed  at  an 
earlier  day?  and  if  so,  how  much  earlier.' 

The  public  deposites  continued  substantially  a  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  and  enabled  it  to  rnaintian  an  extension  of 
business  which  would  have  been  impracticable  without  them. 
If  the  deposites  had  remained  in  the  bank  until  the  close  ofthe 
charter,  that  institution  must  either  have  commenced  its  curtail- 
ments at  a  preceding  period,  and  locked  up  from  the  use  ofthe 
community  a  large  amount  of  funds,  or  the  contraction  ofils  bu- 
siness at  the  termination  of  its  charter,  to  meet  the  demands 
from  the  public  deposites,  pay  over  its  private  deposites,  redeem 
its  returning  circulation,  and  re-imburse  its  stockholders,  must 
have  created  a  most  appalling  pressure  upon  the  country.  It 
was  certainly  wise  policy  to  divide  this  operation,  and  save  the 
community  from  being  overwhelmed  by  all  these  demands  at 
once.  A  withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites  was  calculated  to 
produce  that  result.  A  part  of  the  private  deposites  would  na- 
turally follow  the  public;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
when  the  efl^ective  capital  of  the  bank  was  curtailed,  and  it 
ceased  to  be  the  disbursing  bank  for  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, its  circulation  would  be  diminished.  These  consequences 
flowing  gradually  from  a  gradual  removal  of  the  deposites, 
would  make  it  necessary  for  the  bank,  by  gentle  degrees,  to  call 
in  its  loans,  and  restrict  its  business,  so  that,  at  the  termination 
of  its  charter,  its  demands  on  the  community  would  be  less, 
and  the  pressure  lighter.  These  views,  which  appear  to  have 
been  entertained  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  seem  to  have 
been  verified  by  results. 

The  bank  has  proceeded  to  call  in  its  loans,  and  has  already 
wound  up  its  concerns  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen  per  cent, 
of  all  it  had  under  discount.  The  manner  in  which  this  opera- 
tion has  been  conducted,  will  be  adverted  to  in  another  part  of 
this  report,  as  will  also  the  efl^ect  produced  by  it.  It  is  sufficient 
to  remark  here,  that  if  embarrassment  has  been  produced  by  it, 
(which  could  not  have  been  its  necessary  effect),  it  rather 
proves  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  measure,  than  its  im- 
providence or  hastiness..  And  if  the  mere  removal  of  the  de- 
posites so  long  before  the  termination  ofthe  charter,  has  caus- 
ed the  public  distress  which  is  now  alleged  to  exist,  how  over- 
whelming must  it  have  been  if  that  operation  had  been  delayed 
until  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  when  other  inevitable  de- 
mands to  a  large  amount  would  have  been  superadded!  It  is 
only  by  dividing  the  evils  which  this  bank,  in  its  last  moments, 
has  power  and  seems  disposed  to  inflict  upon  the  country,  that 
they  can  be  made  tolerable.  And  it  is  wise  in  the  government 
so  to  conduct  its  policy,  that  they  shall  not  be  brought  upon  it 
at  once.  A  new  system  of  collection  and  disbursement  cannot 
be  introduced  and  put  into  operation  throughout  this  extensive 
country  at  once.  Local  and  temporary  causes  will  be  likely  to 
interfere  with  its  introduction,  which  it  will  require  time,  pa- 
tience and  labor  to  surmount.  In  some  places,  it  may  be  dif- 
ficult at  first  to  find  safe  and  willing  agents  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness ofthe  treasury.  By  introducing  the  new  system  before  the 
old  system  is  out  of  existence,  the  former  agents  may  continue 
to  be  employed  in  such  places  until  the  difficulties  be  overcome. 
But  if  the  removal  were  delayed  until  the  moment  the  old  sys- 
tem ceased  to  exist,  such  might  be  the  influence  or  power  of  its 
advocates,  and  their  resolute  determination  to  force  its  con- 
tinuance, that  they  might  make  it  impossible  for  the  govern- 
ment, upon  the  emergency,  to  employ  suitable  agents.  To 
obviate  those  difficulties,  which  might  create  great  embarass- 
ment.  to  inrroduce  and  put  into  harmonious  operation  all  the 
machinery  of  a  new  system  throughout  a  country  so  extensive, 
cannot  surely  require  less  time  than  has  been  taken  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury. 

There  appears  also  to  be  much  force  in  the  considerations 
urged  by  the  secretary,  connected  with  the  currency  of  the 
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country,  and  the  domestic  exchanges.  The  notes  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  must  necessarily  in  a  short  time  be  with- 
drawn from  circulation.  The  principal  currency  of  the  country 
for  n»any  years  to  come,  will  be  bank  notes,  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt,  and  it  is  certainly  good  policy  to  Coster  the  state  banks 
wliich  Cnrnish  them,  in  measures  tending  to  give  them  as  ge- 
neral credit  as  has  been  herelol'ore  attached  to  the  notes  of  the 
United  States  bank  and  branches. 

That  the  natural  and  ascertained  course  of  trade,  circulation 
and  exchange,  connected  with  the  interests  of  banking  institu- 
tions, will  ultimately  produce  this  result  in  relation  to  the  notes 
of  the  principal  state  banks,  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate; 
but  their  employment  in  the  business  of  the  government,  by 
awakening  them  to  their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated 
to  hasten  the  consummation  of  so  desirable  an  event. 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  small  moment,  to  encourage  and  hasten 
the  banks  in  maturing  their  system  of  circulation  and  exchange, 
so  that  at  the  termination  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  trade  of  the  country  might  not  encounter  at 
the  same  time  the  loss  of  a  general  currency  and  the  entire 
breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchanges,  a  partial  interruption  of 
which,  by  that  bank  is  now  producing  such  serious  incon- 
venience. By  the  latest  returns  of  the  banks  employed  by  the 
government,  it  appears  that  they  are  already  rapidly  taking  the 
place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  exchange  opera- 
lions.  Upon  all  the  points  hitherto  considered,  there  is  room 
for  a  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  time  when  the  public  de- 
posites  should  have  been  shifted  to  the  state  banks. 

It  is  evident  that  it  would  have  required  one,  two  or  three 
years,  to  realize  the  result  which  the  public  good  required 
should  be  brought  about  before  the  termination  of  the  bank's 
charter;  but  whether  the  greatest  or  least  of  those  periods,  men 
may  differ  according  to  their  views  of  their  several  operations. 
But  there  was  another  consideration  connected  with  the  public 
good,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  made  it  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  secretary  to  act  without  delay.  Without 
waiting  for  the  final  decision  of  the  secretary,  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  early  in  August  last,  although  then  in  possession 
of  specie  to  an  amount  exceeding  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
receiving  a  rapid  accession  to  the  public  deposites,  commenc- 
ed a  system  of  severe  curtailment,  and  before  the  end  of  that 
month  took  large  sums  in  specie  from  the  state  banks.  Be- 
fore the  1st  of  October  there  was  a  pressure  upon  the  money 
market,  and  serious  apprehensions  for  the  future.  The  board 
hoarded  up  the  deposites  it  had  received,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  a  rapid  curtailment  of  its  loans.  The  secretary  has  ac- 
curately set  forth  the  accession  of  public  deposites,  and  the 
curtailment  of  loans  during  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber. The  former  amounting  te  $4,066,146  21,  and  the  latter  to 
$2,268,504  11,  showing  the  whole  amount  abstracted  from  the 
use  of  the  mercantile  community,  chiefly  in  the  commercial 
cities,  during  these  two  months  to  have  been  no  less  than 
$6,334,650  32.  In  consequence  of  the  change  in  the  tariff", 
which  threw  into  the  latter  part  of  the  last  year  the  payment  of 
two  sets  of  duties,  the  old  credit  and  the  new  cash  duties,  the 
public  deposites  were  accumulating  in  the  Atlantic  cities  with 
unprecedented  rapidity,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  business 
of  the  cities  could  not  long  bear  the  double  drain  of  bank  calls, 
and  public  revenue,  without  some  return. 

As  the  bank  had  commenced  this  course  in  anticipation  of  a 
removal  of  the  deposites,  it  could  not  be  ex()ected  to  change  it 
until  all  idea  of  that  measure  should  be  abandoned.  Had  it  been 
postponed  until  the  first  of  January,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that 
the  bank  would  have  relaxed  its  rigid  policy  upon  any  otlier 
consideration  than  a  disposition  in  the  executive  to  abandon 
the  measure,  or  in  the  le^'islature  to  overrule  him.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  government  would  have  been  forced  from  its 
position,  or  that  a  scene  of  ruin  and  distress  would  have  been 
produced  by  the  unfeeling  cupidity  of  the  bank,  and  its  determi- 
nation to  force  a  recharter. 

If,  under  the  circumstances,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
delayed  the  execution  of  his  order  for  the  change  of  the  de- 
posites to  the  first  of  December  or  January,  he  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  have  been  culpably  regardless  of  the 
great  public  interests  intrusted  to  his  superintendence.  But, 
independent  of  these  considerations,  it  was  the  undoubted  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  order  and  direct  the  tranfer 
of  the  deposites  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  required  by  the 
public  interests. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  change  the  place  of  deposite, 
whenever  the  public  interest  or  convenience  require  it,  the 
committee  have  no  reference  to  interests  which  are  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country, 
or  the  conduct  of  the  bank  as  the  fiscal  agentof  thegovernment. 
Beyond  these  limits,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  does  not  and 
lias  not  claimed  the  right  to  interfere.  The  reasons  upon  which 
he  appears  to  have  acted  are  fiscal  merely,  and  are  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  condition  in  which  the  government  and  people 
would  be  placed  by  the  state  of  the  currency  on  the  termination 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  to  the  misconduct  of  the  bank 
in  its  character  of  fiscal  agent  of  the  government. 

He  does  not  claim  for  himself,  nor  do  the  committee  claim 
for  him,  the  right  to  regulate  the  currency,  nor  to  influence  by 
his  power  over  the  deposites  any  political  movements  affecting 
either  our  internal  concerns  or  foreign  relations.  But  it  is  un- 
questionably his  duty  to  look  forward  to  the  condition  in  which 
the  currency  will  in  a  short  time  be  placed,  by  the  existing 


laws,  when  the  charter  of  the  bank  expires;  and  it  is  clearly 
his  duty  to  examine  also  into  the  conduct  of  the  agent  which 
has  been  placud  by  law  under  his  supervision;  and  to  inquire 
whether  its  money  or  corporate  powers  are  used  in  good  faith, 
for  the  purposes  (or  which  they  weic  given.  As  tlie  presiding 
officer  of  the  treasury  department,  these  subjects  were  legally 
under  his  supervision,  and  came  directly  within  the  range  of 
his  official  duties.  In  acting  upon  these  reasons,  it  is  not  the 
theory  of  our  system,  nor  has  it  been  the  practice,  to  consult 
the  legislative  power  in  relation  to  acts  which  are  entrusted  to 
the  direction  of  the  executive;  and  to  ask  the  sanction  of  con- 
gress beforehand,  to  acts  which  a  sense  of  duty  requires  him  to 
perform,  would  be  to  shrink  from  his  constitutional  responsibi- 
lity, and  throw  it  upon  another  department  of  the  government. 
With  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  reasons  for  it,  con- 
gress, according  to  the  charter  of  the  bank,  have  clearly  i!o  con- 
cern, even  if  they  be  in  session  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  a  removal  becomes  necessary  or  proper, 
until  the  act  be  done  and  the  reasons  be  reported  to  them. 

The  committee  come  next  to  examine  such  of  the  secretary's 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  as  relate  to  the  conduct 
of  the  bank. 

The  United  States  are  the  owners  of  seven  millions  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  charter  are  entitled  to  be 
represented  at  the  board  by  five  directors.  The  charter  provides 
that  "not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for 
the  transaction  of  business." 

Although  the  charter  of  the  bank  declares,  in  express  terms, 
that  it  shall  require  the  attendance  of  seven  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  to  constitute  a  quorum  fordoing  business,  the 
government  directors  state,  and  the  fact  also  appears  from  the 
evidence  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation in  1832,  and  that  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  at 
the  last  session,  that,  for  some  time  past,  all  the  most  import- 
ant business  of  the  board  has  been  done  by  committees  of  less 
than  seven,  selected  by  the  president,  of  which  he  is  ex-officio  a 
member;  that  these  committees  seldom  report,  and  many  of 
their  most  important  transactions  are  secret,  and  remain  for  a 
long  time  unknown  to  the  board. 

This  delegation  of  power  to  committees  of  the  bank,  the  com- 
mittee consider  to  be  a  direct  and  palpable  violation  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank.  From  all  these  committees,  the  government 
directors,  who  are  appointed  to  represent  ttie  stock,  and  watch 
over  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  bank,  state,  in  their 
memorial,  they  are  entirely  excluded.  They  state  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  year,  not  one  of  their  number  was 
placed  on  any  of  these  committees,  and  although,  at  a  subse- 
quent day,  two  of  them  were  assigned  to  stations  on  commit- 
tees, they  were  again,  in  a  short  time,  excluded  from  them  alto- 
gether. Thus  were  they  cut  off  from  all  participation  in  the 
most  important  business  of  the  bank,  and  know  nothing  of 
what  is  done  except  by  accident  or  results.  They  state  that 
all  important  negotiations  are  carried  on  by  the  committee  of 
exchange,  who  grant  discounts  to  printers,  politicians  and  others 
almost  without  limit,  often  upon  securities  wholly  inadmissible, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  board,  on  extraordinary  terms,  and 
for  unusual  times.  They  state  that,  in  one  instance,  when  they 
discovered  that  certain  debtors  had  been  permitted  largely  to 
overdraw,  and  that  their  paper  remained  unprotested  when  due, 
and  unpaid,  they  procured  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  account,  but  before  that  committee  could  act, 
the  comnMltee  on  exchange,  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
bank,  discounted  to  the  same  men,  certain  notes  and  draughts 
(some  of  which  on  security  of  the  most  unusual  kind)  sufficient 
to  pay  the  over-draughts,  and  take  up  the  unprotested  paper;  al- 
though they  were  then  many  times  protested  on  other  paper; 
and  the  board,  to  consummate  the  transaction,  rescinded  the 
order  under  which  the  select  committee  was  appointed,  three 
days  after  it  was  adopted. 

To  conform  the  practice  of  the  bank  to  the  charter,  the  go- 
vernment directors  state,  that  they  proposed  to  restore  the  bu- 
siness of  discounts  to  the  board  of  directors;  but  this  was  over- 
ruled. To  enable  them  to  participate,  in  some  degree,  in  the 
business  of  the  bank,  they  proposed  that  the  members  of  the 
whole  board  should  be  selected,  in  rotation,  to  form  the  com- 
mittees, in  conformity  with  former  practice,  and  an  unrescind- 
ed  rule;  but  this  also  was  refused. 

Finally,  instead  of  reforming  the  practice  of  the  bank,  so  as 
to  make  it  conform  to  the  charter  and  the  rules,  the  majority  of 
the  board  of  directors  changed  the  rules,  and  made  them  con- 
form to  the  practice.  Thus,  rules  made  by  themselves,  are 
taken  as  authority  for  disregarding  the  restrictions  of  the  charter 
and  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  stockholders;  and  from 
the  statement  of  these  directors,  it  appears  that  almost  all  the 
business  of  the  bank  is  done  by  committees  of  three  or  five,  to 
which  the  president  is  attached  ex-officio.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors remain  ignorantof  the  movement  of  the  corporation,  which 
has  been  put  under  their  management,  and  by  an  entire  exclu- 
sion of  the  government  directors  from  the  committees,  they  are 
rendered  useless  for  all  the  purposes,  which  induced  their  being 
placed  in  the  direction.  Under  such  management,  could  the  in- 
terest of  the  government  be  considered  secure  in  their  hands? 
The  committee  think  not— -and  that  this,  with  other  abuses  con- 
nected with  its  management,  which  will  be  noticed  in  the  sub- 
sequent part  of  this  report,  was  a  sufficient  reason  to  justify  the 
secretary  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

The  conduct  of  the  bank  in  the  year  1832,  in  secretly  inter- 
fering, through  the  agency  of  its  president  and  one  of  its  secret 
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committees,  with  the  policy  of  government,  whereby  they 
sought,  without  the  liuowledge  or  consent  of  the  government, 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  a  large  portion  of  the  public  debt, 
denominated  the  li  per  cent,  stuck,  for  a  long  period  beyond  ilje 
time  fixed  by  tlie  government  fonts  reimbursement,  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commitlee,  not  only  without  warrant  of  law,  but 
highly  reprehensible.  Tliu  conduct  ol  the  bank  in  this  transac- 
tion, was  fully  examined  by  a  committee  of  the  house  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  ana  resulted  in  a  report  from  the  majority, 
and  a  counter  report  Ironi  tlie  minority  of  that  committee.  To 
these  reports,  hereto  appended,  the  committee  refer  for  all  the 
facts  connected  with  tliis  illegal  and  unwarrantable  act  on  the 
part  of  the  bank.  In  neither  of  these  reports  is  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  approved.  Jn  the  report  of  the  majority  it  is  admitted 
that  "it  is  due  however,  to  the  government,  to  express  the  opi- 
uion,  that  the  arrangement  made  by  the  agent  in  England  tor 
the  ■purchase  of  the  liper  cent,  stock,  and  the  detention  of  the  cer- 
tificates (which  measures  were  subsequently  disclaimed  by  the 
bank),  the  institution  exceeded  its  legitimate  authority,  and  had 
no  warrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry." The  minority  of  that  committee  in  their  report,  present 
all  the  facts  in  detail,  derived  from  official  correspondence  and 
documents,  and  from  the  personal  examination  on  oath  of  a 
part  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  Referring  to  these  official  re- 
ports of  a  former  committee,  of  the  house,  the  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  them  as  developing  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  this  transaction. 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  regard 
to  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  should  have  constituted  no  part  of 
the  reasons  which  should  have  influenced  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  because  a  majority  of 
the  house  of  representatives  had,  at  the  last  session,  expressed 
an  opinion,  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  that  the  deposites 
may  be  "safely  continued  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States." 
To  determine  what  consideration  ought  to  be  given  to  such  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  house,  it  is  necessary  to  look 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  given.  By  the  journals 
it  appears  that  the  committee  reported  to  the  house  on  the  first 
March,  and  on  the  next  day  (second  March)  the  minority  made 
a  further  supplemental  report.  The  resolution  in  question  was 
adopted  on  the  second  of  March,  being  the  last  day  but  one  of 
the  session.  The  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
committee  were  very  long,  and  were  accompanied  by  a  mass  of 
testimony,  upon  which  they  were  based,  and  which  it  had  oc- 
cupied the  committee  many  weeks  to  collect.  The  reports  had 
not  been  printed,  and  could  not  have  been  examined  or  read  by 
any  member  of  the  house  except  the  committee  themselves. 

The  house,  by  this  vote,  did  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  in  regard  to  the  three  per  cents.  They  expressed  no  opi- 
nion that  other  causes  than  the  insecurity  of  the  public  depo- 
sites in  the  bank,  would  or  would  not  be  sufficient  to  justify  the 
secretary  in  removing  them.  These  points  were  not  presented 
for  their  consideration  or  decision.  The  vote,  in  fact,  amount- 
ed to  nothing  more  than  a  simple  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  the  house,  that  as  the  deposites  had  been  hereto- 
fore kept  in  the  bank,  for  aught  that  appeared,  (the  reports  of 
the  committee  not  having  been  printed  or  examined  by  the 
house),  they  might  be  safely  continued  there.  This  expression 
of  opinion,  given  under  the  circumstances  stated,  ought  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  have  restrained  the  secretary 
from  the  performance  of  his  duty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  bank 
had  become  faithless  to  its  trust,  or  the  public  interest  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  act. 

The  next  reason  assigned  by  the  secretary  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  is  the  unjust  and  unconscientious  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  $158,842  77,  upon 
the  protested  bill  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  the  French  go- 
vernment. A  bare  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  this 
transaction  will  show  the  true  character  of  this  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  bank.  The  bank  is  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  during  the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  has  held  on 
deposite  very  large  amounts  of  the  public  money,  which  it  has 
used  (without  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  government,  in 
loans  to  the  community)  and  has  been  thus  enabled  largely  to 
increase  its  profits.  From  an  official  statement  appended  to 
this  report,  it  appears  that  the  average  amount  of  deposite  of 
the  public  money  in  th.e  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offi- 
ces, for  each  month,  from  the  year  1818  to  the  year  18:^.3,  both 
inclusive,  (being  a  period  of  16  years)  was  ,f6, 717,253  67:  the 
annual  interest  accruing  to  the  bank  upon  this  amount  of  pub 
lie  deposites,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  would  be  $403,635  :23, 
and  for  a  period  of  16  years,  would  be  $'6,448,.563  .52.  During 
the  month  of  February,  1833,  the  government  wrre  desirous  to 
have  remitted  from  Paris  to  the  United  States,  the  amount  of 
the  first  instalment  due  to  the  United  States  from  France  under 
the  French  treaty  of  the  4th  July,  1831.  For  the  purpose  of 
effecting  the  remittance  in  the  most  convenient  and  l(;ast  ox 
pensive  form,  the  government  of  the  United  States  drew  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1833,  a  bill  on  the  French  gove-nment  for 
$903,565  89,  and  sold  the  bill  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  paid  for  by  the  bank,  not  by  cash  advanced  and 
paid  out  of  the  bank,  but  by  simply  entering  the  amount  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of  tlie  bank,  and  thus  in- 
creasing by  that  amount  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank;  the 
hank  continuing  in  the  possession  and  use  of  the  money  as  be- 
fore the  purchase,  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  amount 
paid  for  the  bill  was  subject,  with  the  other  public  moneys  on 


deposite,  to  be  drawn  for  by  the  government  as  the  public  ser- 
vice might  require.  The  bill  was  sold  by  the  bank  in  London 
and  forwarded  by  the  purchaser  to  Paris  for  collection,  where 
it  was  protested,  because  the  French  chambers  had  failed  to 
inake  provision  for  its  payment,  and  was  afterwards  taken  up 
for  the  honor  of  the  bank,  by  its  agent.  The  government  im- 
mediately paid  back  to  the  bank  the  principal  of  the  bill. 

But  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  declined  paying  the  damages 
which  the  bank  claimed.  In  the  montlily  statement  from  the 
bank  of  the  3d  of  June  following,  and  in  all  the  monthly  state- 
ments since  that  time,  (in  each  of  which  is  contained,  amongst 
other  things,  the  bank's  account  with  the  treasury),  the  follow- 
ing item  is  charged  by  the  bank,  to  wit;  "Due  by  the  U.  S.  for 
protested  bill  of  exchange  on  France,  $158,842  77." 

What  makes  this  demand  the  more  unconscientious,  is,  that 
during  the  whole  period,  from  the  7th  of  February,  the  day  the 
bill  was  drawn,  until  it  was  repaid  to  the  bank,  the  public  de- 
posites in  bank,  and  which  it  held  and  used  without  interest, 
greatly  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  bill.  The  bank  then  did 
not  in  fact  suffer  any  damages,  or  losses,  other  than  the  inter- 
est, cost  of  protest  and  re-exchange,  which  the  government 
promptly,  and  without  hesitation,  avowed  its  willingness  to  re- 
pay, together  with  the  principal  of  the  bill.  But  the  bank  claims 
more  than  this.  They  claim  $158,842  77  as  damages,  not  on 
the  ground  that  any  damages  were  in  fiict  sustained,  but  upon 
a  technical  claim  of  a  legal  right  to  damages.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  consider  it  to  have  been  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  not  only  to  decline  making  the 
payment,  but  to  discontinue  the  fiscal  agency  of  an  institution 
capable  of  asserting  so  unjust  a  demand,  and  seeking  to  enrich 
itself  at  the  loss  of  its  principal.  Here  was  a  bank  which,  for 
upwards  of  16  years,  had  had  the  use  of  an  average  deposite  of 
public  money  of  near  seven  millions  of  dollars,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  deriving  a  profit  from  the  use  of  the  public 
money  during  that  period  of  upwards  of  six  millions;  and  at  the 
very  moment  when  it  has  in  use  millions  of  the  public  money, 
is  taking  advantage  of  the  disappointment  of  the  government 
which  employs  it,  and  that  disappointment  too  growing  out  of 
an  unforeseen  contingency,  against  which  the  government 
could  not  guard;  and  seeking,  upon  what  it  is  pleased  to  regard 
as  the  strict  law  of  the  case,  without  even  color  of  justice,  to 
make  the  government,  in  whose  employ  it  is,  pay  in  damages 
the  large  amount  already  stated.  No  prudent  individual,  who 
had  any  regard  to  his  own  interests  or  rights,  would  continue 
an  agent  who  would  manifest  such  an  utter  disregard  of  his  in- 
terests. An  individual  would  have  taken  his  business  out  of 
the  hands  of  such  an  agent.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as 
the  only  authorised  agent  of  the  government  competent  to  do 
so,  has  done  nothing  more,  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
than  discontinue  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  view  which  they  have  here  presented,  the  committee 
have  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  by  the  strict  law,  the 
bank  might  demand  the  damages  in  question.  If  that  were  the 
case,  the  demand  would  be  most  unconscientious  and  unjust. 

The  committee  do  not,  however,  concede  that  the  bank  has 
even  a  les,al  right  to  the  damages  claimed.  In  general,  the 
drawer  of  a  foreign  bill  returned  protested,  is  liable  for  the 
amount  on  the  f^ice  of  the  bill,  for  interest,  for  cost  of  protest, 
for  re-exchange,  and  for  the  reasonable  expenses  which  have 
been  incurred  by  the  dishonor  of  the  bill,  and,  according  to  the 
general  usages  which  regulate  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  he  is 
liable  for  nothing  more.  There  is  no  general  commercial  usage 
which  gives  damages  of  15  per  cent,  or  at  any  other  rate,  on  the 
return  of  a  protested  foreign  bill  of  exchange.  Damages  of  that 
description,  whenever  they  are  allowed  against  the  drawer,  are 
either  given  by  statute  or  depend  upon  the  established  local 
usages  of  particular  places,  and  not  upon  the  general  usages  of 
trade.  In  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  damages,  recovera- 
ble upon  a  foreign  bill  returned  protested,  varies  according  to 
the  local  usages  or  ?tatutory  provisions  of  the  different  states, 
respectively.  In  Massachusetts  the  damages  are  10  per  cent. 
in  addition  to  interest  and  cost  of  protest;  in  Pennsylvania  the 
damages  are  20  per  cent,  on  bills  drawn  on  Europe,  and  return- 
ed protested.  In  Maryland  15  per  cent.  The  amount  of  da- 
mages in  the  respective  states  being  regulated  by  statute,  there 
is  no  general  usage  pervading  all  the  states,  which  can  regulate 
the  amount  of  damages.  This  bill  was  drawn  and  sold  to  the 
bank  at  the  treasury  in  the  District  of  Columbia — and  in  that 
portion  of  the  distrioi.  which  was  before  the  cession  to  the  U. 
States  a  part  of  Maryland.  The  right  of  the  bank  to  recover 
the  damages  claimed,  must  depend  upon  the  laws  of  Maryland, 
still  in  force  in  this  district — congress  never  having  passed  any 
law  on  the  subject  since  the  cession  of  the  territory,  and  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  to  the  United  Slates.  The  only 
statute  of  the  state  of  Maryland  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  dis- 
trict formerly  held  by  Maryland,  is  .in  act  passed  in  1785,  chap. 
38,  S.  1.  by  which  it  is  provided,  "That  upon  all  bills  of  ex- 
change hereafter  drawn  in  this  state,  on  nuy  pcvion,  corpora- 
tion, compmiy  or  society,  in  any  fore'\Sir\  country,  and  regularly 
protested,  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  bill,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons, company,  society  or  corpornlh)n,enUt\<  i]  to  the  «aine,  shall 
h.Tve  a  ridlit  to  receive  and  recover  so  mm  h  current  money  as 
will  purchase  a  good  bill  of  exchange  of  the  same  liipe  of  pay- 
ment, and  upon  the  same  place,  at  the  current  exchange  of 
such  bills,  &c.;  also,  fifteen  \)('.r  cent,  damages  upon  the  value 
of  the  principal  sum  mentioned  in  such  bill,  and  co^f  of  protest, 
together  with  legal  interest  upon  the  value  of  the  principal  sum 
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mentioned  in  such  bill,  from  the  time  of  protest,  until  the  prin- 
cipal damages  are  paid  and  satisfied."  The  account  rendered 
by  the  bank  (see  letter  of  cashier  of  the  13ih  May,  1833,  hereto 
annexed),  appears  to  have  been  made  out  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  th's  act,  and  the  question  is,  whether  tills  bill  is  em- 
braced by  the  act  of  1785. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn 
by  the  United  States,  is  not  t'nil»ract'd  by  this  act. 

The  state  is  never  construed  to  be  included  in  the  general 
provisions  of  a  statute,  unless  it  is  expressly  named,  or  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  or  the  nature  of  its  provisions  plainly  imply, 
that  its  enactments  were  designed  to  bind  the  state  as  well  as 
individuals.  A  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  state  would  not 
Iiave  embraced  by  the  act  of  1785,  already  referred  to,  because 
Ihe  state  is  not  named  in  the  act,  and  the  whole  scope  and  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  shows  that  its  object  was  to  provide  for  the 
dealings  of  individuals,  corporations,  companies,  societies,  and 
not  to  regulate  the  action  of  the  government  by  which  it  was 
enacted.  The  large  damages  mentioned  in  the  law,  arc  evi- 
dently intended  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  commerce, 
and  to  prtvent  persons  from  drawing  bills  on  foreign  countries, 
where  the  drawer  had  reason  to  believe  they  would  not  be  ho- 
nored. The  reason  could  not  apply  to  the  slate,  atid  there  can 
be  no  ground  to  suppose  that  the  state,  in  passing  this  law,  in 
tended  to  inflict  upon  heiself  a  penalty,  if  a  bill  drawn  by  her 
should  be  unexpectedly  returned  protested.  If  a  bill  then 
drawn  by  the  state  of  Maryland  on  a  foreign  country,  and  pro- 
tested, would  not  have  entitled  the  holder  to  the  15  per  cent, 
damages  against  the  state  under  this  law,  neither  can  these  da- 
mages be  claimed  against  the  United  States,  who  now  stand  in 
the  place  of  Maryland,  in  that  part  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
where  this  bill  was  drawn.  But  this  bill  is  not  embraced  by 
this  law,  because  a  bill  drawn  by  an  individual  on  aforeign  go- 
vernment, would  not  be  included  by  the  terms  of  the  law.  The 
language  of  the  law  confines  its  operation  to  bills  drawn  on 
*'am/  person,  corporation,  company  or  society,  in  any  foreign 
country,^'  and  these  words  cannot  by  any  fair  rule  of  interpreta- 
tion be  construed  to  mean  a  foreign  nation,  or  to  embrace  a 
bill  drawn  on  a  foreign  government.  Neither  the  drawer  nor 
drawee  then,  in  this  case,  seem  to  be  embraced  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  law;  but  if  they  were,  yet  this  transaction  does  not 
seem  to  be  one  of  the  description  for  which  it  intended  to  pro- 
vide. 

A  bill  of  exchange,  as  known  in  commerce,  is  of  itself  a  suffi- 
cient authority  to  the  drawee  to  pay  the  money,  and  a  proper 
endorsement  on  it  transfers  the  right  to  the  endorsee,  and  the 
bill  and  its  endorsements  do  not  require  the  aid  of  any  other  in- 
strument to  give  them  force  and  authority.  The  endorsement 
of  the  bill  by  the  payee,  in  blank,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  payment  to  the  holder.  The  bill  in  question  is  not  an 
instrument  of  this  description;  standing  by  itself  it  was  of  no 
value,  and  gave  no  right  to  the  payee  or  the  holder  to  whom  he 
might  endorse  it  to  receive  the  money.  It  was  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  parties  to  this  transaction,  that  there  should  be 
other  and  higher  authority,  in  order  to  enable  the  bank  to  re- 
ceive the  money,  and  this  authority  accompanied  the  bill. 

This  authority  was  executed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  same  day  that  the  bill  was  drawn  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  and 
countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  state,  whereby  the  bill  was 
recognized,  and  the  cashier  of  the  bank  (who  was  the  payee). 
or  his  assignee  of  the  bill,  was  authorised  to  receive  the  money 
and  to  give  an  acquittance  to  the  French  government,  and  the 
bill,  sustained  by  this  authority,  was  sold  to  the  bank  at  the 
treasury,  and  the  proceeds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  on  their  books.  The  act  of  the  president  under  the  seal 
of  the  United  States,  which  accompanied  the  bill,  was  the  only 
instrument  which  conferred  on  the  bank  the  riglit  to  receive 
the  money,  and  the  only  instrument  which  enabled  them  to  as- 
sign tlieir  right  to  receive  it.  The  government  and  the  bank 
both  acted  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the  bill  itself  would  be 
unavailing  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view,  and  the  proper 
authority  in  another  instrument  was  executed  for  that  purpose. 
This  was  a  transaction  between  governments,  and  the  authori- 
ty given  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  bank  to 
receive  the  money  from  the  French  government,  cannot  be  re- 
garded in  the  commercial  sense  as  an  ordinary  bill  of  exchange. 

By  the  treaty,  the  money  was  to  be  paid  by  the  French  go- 
vernment at  Paris,  "into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons 
as  sliall  be  authorised  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  it."  In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  money,  it  was 
necessary  that  a  person  should  present  himself  at  Paris,  with 
the  usual  testimonials  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  his  authority  to  receive  it.  And  the  evidence  of  his 
authority, according  to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  intercourse 
between  nations,  must  be  furnished  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  department  charged  with  our  foreign 
relations.  This  was  done  in  the  power  executed  by  the  presi- 
dent, before  referred  to.  It  was  this  power,  and  not  the  bill, 
which  authorir-ed  the  demand  upon  the  French  government  for 
payment.  The  bill,  without  this  power,  would  have  been  in- 
Buifficient;  but  the  power  without  the  bill  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient. If  the  bill  had  been  presented  alone,  the  French  go- 
vernment might  have  refused  to  pay,  without  any  violation  of 
its  engagements,  ft  was  necessary  that  the  person  demanding 
the  money  from  the  French  government  should  have  authority, 
accompanied  by  the  customary  testimonials  in  the  intercourse 
between  nations,  to  receive  it. 


This  authority  the  instrument  executed  by  the  president  gave, 
but  none  such  was  conferred  by  the  bill  alone.  In  truth,  the 
bill  of  excharige  and  the  endorsements  contributed  in  no  degree 
to  the  authority  ot  the  holder  to  demand  or  receive  the  money, 
[lis  right  to  demand  depended  upon  the  formal  power  executed 
by  the  president;  and  the  bank,  or  its  assignee  of  the  bill,  be- 
cauK!  entitled  to  demand  it  by  virtue  of  this  power,  and  not  by 
virtue  of  the  bill  or  the  endorsements  on  it.  The  bill  itself,  and 
the  endorsements  on  it,  did  nothing  more  than  designate  the 
person  whom  the  government  of  the  United  States,  by  the  in- 
strument executed  by  the  president  according  to  the  treaty,  had 
authorised  to  receive  it.  The  government  and  the  bank  show, 
from  the  instruments  executed,  that  neither  of  them  regarded 
the  bill  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  sufficient  to  authorise 
the  bank  or  its  endorsee  to  receive  the  money:  for  the  bill  stand- 
ing alone,  had  no  authentication  which  would  entitle  it  to  be  re- 
garded by  the  French  government  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
authority  of  the  holder  to  receive  the  money.  The  question, 
then  is,  did  the  act  of  Maryland,  of  1785  (under  which  these  da- 
mages are  claimed)  intend  to  give  fifteen  per  centum  damages 
on  an  instrument  in  the  form  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  which  the 
parlies  to  it  knew  had  none  of  its  substance  and  qualities,  and 
upon  the  authority  of  which  the  payee  himself  did  not  rely.'  or 
did  the  act  mean  to  give  damages  on  those  instruments  only 
which  are  recognized  and  known;  in  the  commercial  world  aa 
bills  of  exchange,  and  possessing  all  the  qualities  of  such  instru- 
ments.? The  act  obviously  alludes  to  the  instruments  known  and 
understood  in  commerce,  when  the  bill  itself,  and  the  endorse- 
ments on  it  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to  convey  the  right  to 
the  holder,  and  not  to  instrunlents  in  the  form  of  bills,  which 
give  no  authority,  and  are  merely  useful  in  designating  the  per- 
son OH  whom  another  instrument  has  devolved  the  power  to  re- 
ceive the  money.  If  the  power  given  by  the  president  to  the 
cashier  of  the  bank,  or  his  assignee  of  that  instrument,  as  the 
person  authorised  to  receive  the  amount  due  to  the  United 
States  from  France,  and  the  bill  had  been  endorsed  to  diflTerent 
persons,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  assignee  of  the  instrument  exe- 
cuted by  the  president,  and  not  the  assignee  of  the  bill,  would 
have  been  entitled  to  demand  the  money.  The  hill  of  the  secre- 
tary was  therefore  one  of  the  forms  in  which,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience,  the  government  gave  its  authority  to  the  bank  to 
receive  the  money,  and  it  is  evident,  from  the  papers  executed, 
that  the  bank,  as  well  as  the  government,  so  understood  it.  The 
parties  to  the  bill  in  question,  and  the  hill  itself,  is  not  therefore, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  such  an  instrument  as  the  act 
of  Maryland,  1785,  contemplated,  and  that  the  bank  is  not  enti- 
tled, as  a  mere  s^nctZcijai  right,  (independent  of  the  manifest 
injustice  of  the  demand,)  to  claim  the  15  per  cent,  damases  by 
virtue  of  that  law.  If  an  instrument,  in  the  shape  of  a  hill  of 
exchange,  forming  a  part  of  such  a  transaction  as  this,  between 
two  governments,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  bill  of  exchange 
known  in  the  usage  of  trade,  then  the  liabilities  on  bills  of  ex- 
change will  not  apply  to  it,  by  force  of  the  law  which  regulates 
contracts  amongst  private  persons. 

The  government  is  ready  fully  to  indemnify  the  bank  against 
loss  in  this  transaction,  and  the  bank  cannot,  either  in  law  or 
justice,  demand  more.  The  committee  think  the  bank  had  for- 
feited all  claims  to  be  any  longer  trusted  with  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  the  secretary  would  have  failedto  per- 
form his  duty,  had  he  permitted  the  public  moneys  longer  to  re- 
main with  the  bank. 

In  his  annual  message  of  December,  1829,  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates  expressed  his  donbts  of  the  constitutionality  and 
expediercy  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Thi-^  part  of  the 
message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  in  the  senate, 
and  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives; both  of  which  made  reports  in  favor  of  the  bank, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  by  congress.  It  appears  that 
the  bank,  not  content  with  the  circulation  of  these  imposing 
documents,  through  extra  copies  printed  at  the  public  expense, 
through  the  newspapers,  and  all  the  usual  channels  of  commu- 
nication to  the  people,  applied  its  corporate  funds,  and  exerted 
its  corporate  power,  to  multiply  and  circulate  them  through 
pamphlets  and  extra  newspapers  into  every  part  of  the  union." 

In  November,  1830,  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  exhibit- 
ing great  research  and  much  talent,  appeared  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Review,  which  was  by  the  president  of  the  bank  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  of  directors,  with  a  suggestion  as  to  the  "ex- 
pediency of  making  the  views  of  the  author  more  extensively 
known  to  the  public  than  they  can  be  through  the  means  of  the 
subscription  lists."  The  board,  therefore,  adopted  t!ie  following 
resolution,  viz:  "iiesoZrerf,  That  the  president  be  aulhoiised  to 
take  such  measures  in  regatd  to  the  circulation  of  the  contents 
of  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  published  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Review,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  he  may  deem 
most  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  bank."  Here  was  no 
limit  to  the  president's  discretion,  or  the  amount  which  he 
was  authorised  to  expend.  His  power  was  very  extensively 
exerted. 

In  his  annual  message  of  December,  1830,  the  president  reite- 
rated the  opinion  previously  expressed  by  him  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  subject  was  not  agitated  in 
congress  at  that  session,  and  that  body  adjourned  on  the  3d 
March,  1831.  The  subsequent  session  of  congress  was  neces- 
sarily to  be  the  Ions  session,  immK'diately  preceding  the  presi- 
dential  election.  On  the  llth  March,  1831,  a  resolution  wa=) 
adopted  by  tlie  bank,  as  reported  to  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates  by  tiie  government  directors,  authoriring  the  president 
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of  the  bank  to  cause  to  be  prepared  "and  circulated,  Euch  docu- 
ments and  papers  as  may  communicate  to  the  people  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  nature  and  operations  of  the  bank."  By 
this  resolution,  the  president  was  authorised,  not  to  cause  spe- 
cific papers  to  be  printed  and  circulated  as  before,  but  power 
was  conferred  upon  him  to  hire  writers,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring documents  and  papers,  without  designation  as  to  their 
character  or  numbers,  to  employ  printers  to  print  them,  and 
carriers  to  distribute  them.  Neither  was  there  any  restriction 
as  to  the  amount  of  funds  which  he  was  authorised  to  employ 
in  carrying  into  effect  this  new  system  for  disseminating  infor- 
mation among  the  people.  A  short  time  after  the  passage  of 
this  resolution,  conferring  upon  the  prei^ident  of  the  bank  such 
extraordinary  and  unusual  powers  over  the  funds  of  the  bank,  a 
negotiation  commenced,  (as  appears  by  the  evidence  accompa- 
nying the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in  1832),  in  re- 
lation to  a  press  in  New  York,  in  the  progress  of  which  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1831,  advanced 
^15,000,  v.'hich  was  not  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank  as  a 
loan  until  January  2d,  1832.  The  paper  which  had  before  that 
time  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bank,  immediately  became 
its  advocate;  and  in  a  few  months,  the  notes  discounted  for  its 
benefit  amounted  to  $52,975,  and  at  periods  of  from  six  months 
to  five  years,  the  last  of  which  did  not  fall  due  until  the  year 
1836,  and  several  months  after  the  bank  charter  would  expire. 
These  were  credits  altogether  unusual  in  the  regular  business 
of  banks.  About  the  same  period  large  sums  were  advanced  to 
editors  of  political  papers  in  other  parts  of  the  union.  During 
this  period  a  most  unprecedented  extension  of  loans  was  grant- 
ed by  the  bank.  Forsome  years, its  loans  had  not  varied  much 
in  the  aggregate  from  forty  millions  of  dollars.  In  October,  1830, 
they  amounted  to  $40,527,523.  From  that  time  they  began  ra- 
pidly to  extend,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  amounted  to 
^70,428,007.  In  eighteen  months  the  extension  was  near  thirty 
millions,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  two  millions  per  month. 

Whilst  these  accommodations  to  editors,  and  this  great  exten- 
sion of  its  loans,  were  in  progress,  the  bank  in  December,  1831, 
applied  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  which  then  had  upwards  of 
four  years  to  run.  A  bill  to  renew  it  passed  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, was  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1832,  received  his  veto. 

The  president  was  then  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  that 
question  was  to  be  settled  in  November  of  that  year.  The  power 
given  to  the  president  of  the  bank  by  the  resolution  of  the  11th 
March,  1831,  was  during  that  and  the  succeeding  year  exerted 
with  great  industry.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  the  expenditures  under  it,  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  president  for  the  first  time,  through  the  report  of  the  govern- 
ment directors,  during  the  last  summer.  From  that  report  it 
appears,  that  for  the  last  half  of  1829  these  expenditures  were 
$3,785  94,  giving  as  an  average  for  the  year  $7,531  88.  In  1830 
they  increased  to  $14,081  47,  about  $7,000  of  which  were  "for 
printing  and  distributing  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  Mr.  Gallatin's  pamphlets."  In  1831  they  in- 
creased to  $43,204  79,  and  in  1832,  they  were  $38,667  88,  of 
which  $26,543  72  were  incurred  in  the  last  half  year,  inclndinff 
the  presidential  election;  so  that  these  expenditures  continued 
to  increase  from  1829  up  to  the  presidential  election. 

So  far  as  communicated  by  the  government  directors,  the  do- 
cuments and  papers  printed  and  distributed  with  this  money, 
appear  to  have  been  chiefly  reports  of  committees  in  congress, 
and  speeches  of  members  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  generally 
opposed  to  the  president;  extra  newspapers  containing  similar 
matter,  and  other  electioneering  matter  calculated  to  defeat  the 
election  of  the  president;  reviews  of  speeches  and  of  the  veto 
prepared  with  the  same  object;  addresses  to  state  legislatures, 
and  editorial  articles  in  favor  of  the  bank. 

It  is  further  stated  by  the  government  directors,  that  for  about 
$24,000  of  the  expenditures,  no  vouchers  whatsoover  had  been 
rendered.  The  several  sums  were  p.nid  on  the  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  referring  to  the  rRsolution  of  11th  March, 

1831,  as  his  authority  to  make  the  expenditures,  but  not  stating 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  paid,  nor  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  expended.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, or  any  committee  of  the  board,  or  any  other  person,  ex- 
cept the  president  of  the  bank  and  the  parties  receiving  the  mo- 
ney, passed  upon  the  claims,  or  know  for  what  object  this  large 
expenditure  was  incurred.  A?^  the  government  is  the  owner  of 
the  fifth  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  one  filth  of  this  unwar- 
rantable expenditure  was  the  money  of  the  people. 

In  this  narrative  of  facts  are  ffliind  ample  reasons  to  justify  the 
secretary  in  the  removal  of  the  depo.-ites.  It  seems  impossible 
to  resist  the  conviction,  that  from   1830  down   to   November, 

1832,  the  bank  was  manased  with  reference  to  the  i)resi(ieniial 
election;  that  all  its  miglity  means  and  power  were  exerted  to 
influence  and  control  the  pooph;  jn  the  exercise  of  their  right  of 
sufTrage,  and  secure  a  recharter,  by  filling  congress  and  the  ex- 
ecutive oflices  with  its  friends  and  suf>porters.  It  was  said  by 
a  wise  man  of  antiquity,  "that  the  borrower  is  the  servantof  the 
lender" — and  with  equal  truth  it  has  been  recently  asserted, 
that  "he  who  controls  a  bank,  controls  the  debtors  of  that  hank." 
No  adequate  motive  can  be  conceived  for  the  unprecedented 
extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank  from  forty  to  seventy 
millions  of  dollars  in  eigliteen  months,  but  a  determination  to 
make  as  many  debtors  to  the  bank  as  possible,  and  thus  bring 
multitudes  of  men  under  its  (  ontrol.  Through  the  fear  of  being 
pressed  loo  severely  for  repavment  it  might  have  been  reasona 
biy  expected  that  most  of  tlieee  debtors,  and  the  fncuds  thi^y 


could  influence,  would  support  the  bank  in  a  struggle  for  a  re- 
charter.  While  this  process  of  extension  was  going  on,  nume- 
rous editors  of  political  papers  appear  to  have  received  large 
sums  of  the  bank's  money,  and  were  thus  prepared  to  advocate 
measures  or  men,  as  the  ultimate  interests  or  views  of  that  in- 
stitution or  its  managers  might  indicate  or  require.  Cotempo- 
raneously  the  funds  of  the  bank  were  put  at  the  diposal  of  its 
president,  to  be  used  without  limit,  and  their  expenditure  sanc- 
tioned without  vouchers,  as  a  means  of  accomplishing  the  great 
design. 

Connected  with  these  operations  was  the  conductof  the  bank 
during  the  same  period,  in  the  three  per  cent,  transaction,  exa- 
mined by  a  committee  of  congress  last  year,  whereby  the  bank 
attempted  to  baffle  the  government  in  its  efforts  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  secretly  sought  the  aid  of  foreign  bankers  to  in- 
crease its  means  to  control  the  government.  In  addition  to  its 
faithlessness  to  the  government,  the  bank  seems  to  iiave  formed 
a  foreign  alliance,  and  procured  foreign  aid,  in  its  war  with  the 
president  of  the  people.  The  three  per  cent,  transaction  was 
condemned  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  last  year,  as 
already  stated,  and  the  pretences  on  which  it  sought  to  be  justi- 
fied, declared  to  be  unfounded.  Of  itself,  it  woul.d  have  justi- 
fied a  removal  of  the  deposites;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  but 
an  incident  in  a  grand  scheme,  to  make  our  whole  people  and 
their  government  subservient  to  this  moneyed  incorporation. 
A  scheme,  which,  if  successful,  would  have  left  us  but  the 
name  of  a  republic. 

But  the  bank  was  not  content  to  submit  to  its  fate  and  exe 
cute  its  duties  as  a  faithful  agent  of  the  government,  when,  with 
all  its  debtors,  its  presses,  its  advocates,  its  foreign  aid,  hired 
writers,  and  extra  documents,  it  received  the  dicisive  rebuke  of 
the  American  people  in  the  result  of  the  presidential  election. 
During  the  last  summer,  one  of  the  governmentdirectors,  by  be- 
ing placed  on  the  dividend  committee,  a  temporary  body  ap- 
pointed every  six  months  to  ascertain  what  dividend  shall  be 
declared,  discovered  in  the  expense  account  of  the  bank,  some 
of  those  items  .^or  printing  which  have  since  been  reported.  On 
consulting  his  colleagues,  the  other  government  directors,  they 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  inspect  that  account.  Having  done  so, 
and  found  that  it  gave  no  definite  information  relative  to  large 
portions  of  the  expenditure,  they  brought  the  subject  before  the 
board,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more  certain  information  and 
recinding  the  resolutions  under  which  it  had  been  incurred. 
Not  only  did  the  board  refuse  to  cause  the  account  to  be  stated 
with  such  percision  that  it  could  be  understood,  and  to  rescind 
the  resolutions  of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  and  March  11th, 
1831,  but,  instead  thereof,  resolved  as  follows,  viz: 

"That  the  board  have  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity 
of  the  president  and  in  the  propriety  of  the  resolutions  of  30tli 
November,  1830,  and  11th  March,  1831,  and  entertain  a  full 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  renewed  attention  to  the  ob- 
ject of  those  resolutions;  and  that  the  president  be  authorised 
and  requested  to  continue  his  exertions  for  the  promotion  of  that 
object." 

Thus  was  the  formal  sanction  of  the  board  given  to  the  acts 
of  their  president  under  their  former  resolutions,  and  he  was 
stimulated  to  renewed  vigilance  in  employing  writers  and  presses 
to  influence  the  public  mind.  Thus,  expressly  did  they  approve 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  $24,000,  without  vouchers,  and  promise 
to  their  president  future  immunity  and  irresponsibility  for  the 
use  of  any  larger  sum. 

Coiporations  have  no  powers  but  such  as  are  granted  in  their 
charters,  and  those  necessarily  incidental.  As  an  incident,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  pro- 
cure and  pay  for  bank  notes,  the  necessary  blanks  and  such 
other  papers  as  are  requisite  in  the  transaction  of  all  business 
which  it  may  be  expressly  authorised  to  perform  by  its  charter. 
When  it  proceeds  further,  and  prints  documents,  speeches, 
handbills  or  newspapers,  it  transcends  the  power  granted  to  it. 
The  bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  created  "to  communi- 
cate to  the  people  information  in  regard  to"  its  own  "nature 
and  operation"  or  the  acts  of  their  chosen  rulers.  The  people 
supposed  they  understood  its  "nature  and  operation"  before 
they  gave  it  existence,  and  they  tolerated  its  establishment  as  a 
servant,  and  not  as  a  teacher.  Few  would  have  been  found  to 
advocate  its  creation,  if  it  had  been  a  provision  of  its  charier 
that  it  might  apply  its  corporate  funds  to  the  printing  and  circu- 
lation of  such  congressional  reports,  speeches  and  other  political 
documents,  as  its  managers  might  deem  useful  in  conciliating 
public  opinion  to  its  management,  and  even  to  the  hiring  of 
writers  to  advocate  its  interests,  and  circulating  denunciations 
against  the  constituted  authorities  for  their  official  acts.  Cer- 
tainly no  friend  or  enemy  of  the  bank  at  that  time  conceived 
that  the  bank  had  a  right  to  employ  its  corporate  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  the  people  how  to  estimate  the  acts  of  their 
representatives,  in  either  the  executive  or  legislative  branches 
of  the  government.  The  idea  that  such  a  right  was  veiled 
under  the  charter,  or  any  of  its  provisions,  would  have  been 
fatal  to  its  passage.  Is  it  less  alarming  that  it  has  now  usurped 
the  right? 

The  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  this  respect,  has  been  attempted 
to  be  justified  on  the  ground  of  self  defence.  The  error  in  this 
point  consists  in  considering  the  bank  and  its  managers  as  iden- 
tical. The  bank  has  not  been  attacked.  The  pr(!siilent  ofthe 
U.  States,  in  his  messages  to  congress,  has  exjiressed  his  opinion 
that  the  charter  ought  not  to  he  renewed,  and  has  put  his  consti- 
tutional veto  on  a  bill  passed  by  conuress  for  tJiat  purpose.  But 
thid  was  no  attack  upon  the  corporuliou,  for,  to  a  renewal  of  its 
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charter  it  had  no  legal  right.  None  of  the  chartered  rights  of 
the  bank  have  been  wrested  from  it;  no  judicial  process  lias 
been  instituted  to  vacate  its  charter.  When  such  attacks  are 
made,  no  man  will  complain  of  the  bank  for  defending  itself  in 
the  courts  by  the  emplo^'ment  of  counsel,  and  paying  their  fees 
out  of  the  corporate  tunds.  But  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  bank  have  no  right  to  use  the  funds  of  the  insiiiution  in 
making  publications  vindicatory  of  their  own  managenieiit,  or 
tending  to  show  that  llie  president  of  the  United  States  has 
been  guilty  of  usurpation  of  power,  or  dereliction  of  duty  in  re- 
fusing his  assent  to  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  These  are  mat- 
ters which  belong  to  the  forum  of  the  public;  into  the  discus- 
sion of  which  the  managers  of  the  bank,  in  common  with  other 
citizens,  had  a  right  to  enter,  not  in  their  corjiorate,  but  in  their 
individual  capacities,  and  at  their  own  expense.  The  managers 
of  the  bank,  if  assailed  for  misconduct,  may,  like  every  other 
citizen  or  oliicer  of  the  government,  defend  themselves,  but  not 
by  the  use  of  the  corporate  funds  or  power.  Tlioy  may  eApend 
their  own  money  without  limit,  in  employing  writers  and  presses 
to  defend  them. 

What  would  be  said  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  if 
he  were  to  expend  the  money  in  the  treasury  in  printing  con- 
gressional report*,  and  speeches,  hiring  writers,  employing  edi- 
tors, printers  and  distributors,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  him- 
self and  the  executive  officers  against  attacks  made  upon  them 
from  sources  official  and  unofficial?  If  he  were  to  request  con- 
gress to  put  the  whole  deposites  of  the  treasury  at  his  disposi- 
tion, for  such  a  purpose,  how  would  it  be  received.''  If  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives  were  to  employ  their  contin- 
gent fund  in  printing  and  circulating  speeches  of  members,  and 
articles  prepared  by  hired  writers,  paid  from  the  same  fund, 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  members  of  the  house  against 
the  attacks  daily  made  upon  them,  would  it  be  tolerated  by  the 
American  people.' 

The  committee  consider  this  delegation  of  unlimited  and  ir- 
responsible power  to  the  president  of  the  bank  over  the  whole 
funds  of  the  institution,  the  most  atrocious  violation  of  the  bank 
charter,  and  the  most  daring  abuse  of  its  power,  which  has 
hitherto  been  disclosed. 

It  is  sufficiently  alarming  that  the  government  directors  have 
been  deprived  of  all  participation  in  the  principal  business  of  the 
bank — that  its  most  important  discounts  and  other  business  are 
managed  by  committees  selected  by  the  president,  who  seldom 
report — that  the  restrictive  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been 
subverted  by  arbitrary  rules,  and  responsibility  to  the  govern- 
ment, which  owns  a  fifth  part  of  its  stock,  in  effect  destroyed. 

But,  in  addition  to  all  this,  here  is  a  discretionary  power 
vested  in  the  president  of  the  bank  alone,  to  be  exercised  with- 
out the  responsibiliiy  of  rendering  specific  accounts,  or  vouch- 
ers, under  which  he  may  apply  hundreds  of  thousands  and  mil- 
lions to  operate  on  public  opinion,  and  through  the  prostration 
of  enemies,  and  the  advancement  of  friends,  procure  a  new 
charter.  In  causing  to  be  prepared  and  circulated  such  docu- 
ments and  papers  as  come  within  the  scope  of  the  authority 
vested  in  him,  he  may  hire  editors,  and  set  up  newspapers 
throughout  the  whole  union,  and  by  the  use  of  unliuiited  sums 
of  money,  without  appropriation  or  accountability,  he  may  dis- 
tribute a  patronage  more  potentthan  that  of  many  governments, 
because  all  wielded  by  the  same  hand,  to  secure  a  single  object. 

When  the  government  directors,  as  faithful  sentinels  over  the 
public  interest  in  the  bank,  communicated  the  fact  that  this 
power  had  not  only  been  assumed  by  the  bank,  but  that  its 
managers  were  determined  that  it  should  be  wielded  with  re- 
newed energy,  and  for  an  indefinite  period,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  fully  justified  for  this  reason,  if  there  had  been  no 
other,  in  severing  its  connexion  with  the  government,  and,  as 
far  as  he  legitimately  could,  lessening  its  power. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  yiews  already  taken  by  the  committee, 
that  in  their  opinion,  the  deposites  have  been  lawfully  removed 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  money  now  in  the 
treasury  has  been  legally  deposited  in  the  state  banks. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  remains  to  be  considered,  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  legislation  is  necessary,  in  consequence 
of  the  change  of  the  deposites. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered.  The  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  it  are,  in  their  judgment,  insuperable;  and  if  its  charter 
could  be  justified  by  the  constitution,  recent  events  have  de- 
monstrated that  the  continued  existence  of  such  a  vast  con- 
centrated money  power,  must  prove  dangerous  to  the  freedom 
and  purity  of  our  institutions. 

And  after  the  great  abuses  of  which  it  has  been  guilty,  a  re- 
charter,  under  any  modifications,  would  be  offering  the  high  le- 
gislative sanction  and  approbation  of  congress,  to  the  various  acts 
of  misconduct  detailed  in  this  and  former  reports  to  congress. 
It  is  impossible  that  a  corporation,  which  is  proved  to  have 
used  its  money  to  corrupt  the  press,  to  influence  elections,  and 
control  the  government,  can  ever  be  selected  as  the  peculiar  ob- 
ject of  the  favor  and  bounty  of  the  government.  The  bank 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  recharted  on  any  terms.  And  as  the 
charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  it  is  manifest  that  the  de- 
posites ought  not  to  he  restored  to  it.  For,  setting  aside  the  va- 
rious acts  of  misconduct,  by  which  the  present  cr)rporalion  has 
justly  forfeited  the  public  confidence,  it  is  obvious  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites  to  the  present  bank,  to  be  removed  again 
in  two  years,  would  produce  nothing  but  the  most  serious  evil 
and  distress  to  the  country,  without  any  possible  advantage.  The 
resloraiion  of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  are. 


in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  inseparably  connected  to- 
gether, and  neither  can  with  any  propriety  be  adopted  without 
the  other. 

The  question  then  arises,  whether  the  state  banks  should  be 
continued  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  government. 

'J'he  coiiiiiiillee  are  satisfied  thai  ihc  slate  banks  are  fully  com- 
petent to  perform  all  the  services  which  llie  general  government 
ought  to  require,  in  the  collection  and  disbursriiienl  of  the  re- 
venue; and  to  afford  also  all  the  facililit,'s  to  the  internal  com- 
merce and  exchanges  of  the  country,  which  have  been  derived 
from  the  bank  of  Ihe  United  States. 

The  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  may 
be  safely  placed  when,  the  gag<!s  who  framed  the  constitution 
left  it.  They  did  not  deem  a  national  bank  essential,  either  to 
the  government  they  were  forming,  or  to  the  successful  admi- 
nistration of  its  finances.  The  opinion  has  already  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  state  banks  are  conipetent  to  perform  all  the 
dulies  which  the  government  or  the  jiublic  convenience  may 
require.  And  there  are  many  ciicumstances  which  strongly  re- 
commend them  to  a  preference  over  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  No  one  of  them  can  exercise  a  general  control  over  all 
the  others,  and  expand  and  contract  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  at  its  pleasure,  to  favor  the  private  speculations  of  in- 
dividuals, or  to  increase  its  own  profits.  And  they  can  never 
couibine  together  for  political  objects,  nor  hope  to  gain  posses- 
sion of  the  government,  and  control  its  operations.  The  state 
banks  are  now  firmly  interwoven  with  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  They  are  generally  under  the  management  of  citizens 
as  respectable,  as  trustworthy,  as  any  directors  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  And  it  would  be  unjust,  and  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  congress  to  sustain  a  great  moneyed 
power  to  overawe  and  oppress  iheni,  and  bring  ruin  upon  mul- 
titudes of  our  citizens,  whenever  cupidity  or  ambition  shall 
tempt  them  to  exercise  their  power.  The  stock  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  has  fallen  for  the  most  part  into  the  hands  of 
the  great  capitalists  of  this  and  foreign  countries,  who  have  but 
little  sympathy  for  the  suffering  of  our  people,  when  their  own 
sordid  or  ambitious  views  makes  it  their  interest  to  inflict  it. 

If  it  should  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  state  banks,  that 
they  cannot  afford  a  general  currency,  the  answer  is  obvious. 
If  it  were  necessary  to  create  a  paper  currency,  possessing  equal 
credit  wi^h  that  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
object  can  be  as  well  accomplished  with  the  state  banks,  as 
with  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  provision  which  has 
made  the  latter  current  every  where,  is  the  clause  in  the  char- 
ter which  compels  the  government  to  receive  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  all  debts  due  to  the  public,  and  a  similar  provision  in 
favor  of  the  state  banks,  which  might  be  selected  as  the  depo- 
sitories of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  would  immediately 
make  their  notes  equally  current,  and  ensure  for  them  equal 
confidence  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure.  They  are  convinced  that  all  which 
public  convenience  requires,  in  this  respect,  will  soon  be  ac- 
complished by  arrangements  among  the  banks  themselves;  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  legislation  of  congress  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  currency  of  paper. 

The  main  object  of  legislation  should  be,  to  enlarge  the  basis 
of  specie,  on  which  the  paper  circulation  of  the  state  banks  is 
to  depend  for  support.  And  the  committee  are  persuaded,  that 
by  the  adoption  of  the  state  banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  a  judicious  course  of  legislation  founded 
upon  it,  that  a  sounder  state  of  the  currency  than  now  exists 
would  soon  be  attained,  and  the  country  rescued  permanently 
from  the  danger  of  those  sudden  expansions  and  contractions  of 
the  paper  currency  which  have  been  constantly  succeeding  each 
other,  since  the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  established, 
which  have  brought  such  severe  and  extensive  evils  upon  the 
country.  The  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  several  slates  may  be 
relied  on,  to  banish  gradually  the  smaller  notes,  and  introduce 
in  their  place  silver  and  gold,  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes, 
and  the  convenience  of  travel  between  distant  places.  Such  a 
reform  is  strongly  called  for  by  sound  policy,  and  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  de- 
sirable, may  be  mainly  accelerated  by  laws  passed  by  congress, 
adjusting  the  standard  of  value  of  our  coins,  and  regulating  the 
deposites  and  collection  of  the  revenue.  If  gold  and  silver  were 
brought  into  common  use,  and  the  small  notes  banished  from 
circulation,  payments  of  small  sums  would  probably  be  made  in 
specie.  The  great  object  is  not  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the 
ordinary  circulating  medium,  but  to  give  it  a  broader  and  firmer 
foundation  on  the  precious  metals. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  state 
banks  ought  to  be  continued  as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  measures  ought  forthwith  to  be  ta- 
ken, to  regulate  by  law  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be  se- 
lected, and  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  public  money. 

According  to  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  the  duly  of  selecting 
the  banks,  and  of  prescribing  the  securities  to  be  taken  is  de- 
volved upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  president.  This  power  has  been  heretofore  exercised  by 
the  head  of  the  treasury  department,  and  in  a  manner  advanta- 
geous to  the  public,  and  it  is  not  doubted,  if  the  law  should  con- 
tinue unchanged,  that  it  may  and  will  continue  to  be  so  exer- 
cised by  the  head  of  that  department— yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  discretionary  power  should  never  be  given,  in 
any  case,  to  any  officer  of  the  government,  where  it  can  be  re- 
gulated and  defined  by  law.    They  think  that  it  would  be  more 
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consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  government,  for  congress 
to  regulate  by  law,  the  mode  of  selecting  the  fiscal  agents,  the 
securities  proper  to  be  taken,  the  duties  they  siial!  be  required 
to  perform,  and  the  terms  on  which  they  sliall  be  employed. 

In  accordance  with  tliese  views  they  accordingly  report  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  resolutions  declaring  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered,  and  that 
the  state  banks  ought  to  continue  to  be  employed  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government,  under  such  regulations  as  congress 
shall  prescribe. 

Before  they  close  this  report,  the  committee  consider  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  state,  that  in  their  judgment,  a  necessity  exists  for 
an  immediate  examination  into  ihe  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
they  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  which  make  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, that  a  strict  and  rigorous  scrutiny  should  be  instituted. 
They  think  such  an  examination  necessary  in  reference  to  the 
security  of  the  interests  which  the  United  States  as  a  stockhold- 
er have  in  the  bank,  as  well  as  to  correct  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  abuses  of  which  it  has  been  guilty,  and  to  prevent  it  from 
using  its  corporate  power  and  money  for  purposes  of  corruption 
and  oppression. 

Numerous  memorials  have  been  referred  to  the  committee, 
complaining  of  embarrassments  in  mercantile  transactions,  some 
attributing  them  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  others 
chiefly  to  the  subsequent  conduct  ot  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  serious  embarrassments  exist  in  many  of  the  com- 
mercial cities,  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  seems  necessary  clear- 
ly to  ascertain  the  cause  before  an  attempt  be  made  to  prescribe 
the  remedy.  The  powers  possessed  by  the  committee  are  in- 
adequate to  that  object,  and  they  are  unable  to  do  more  at  pre- 
sent, than  to  submit  the  facts  which  have  come  to  their  know- 
ledge, with  the  course  they  seem  to  suggest.  That  the  simple 
transfer  of  a  sum  of  money  from  one  bank  of  deposite  to  ano- 
ther, could  have  produced  the  commercial  embarrassments  com- 
plained of,  is  impossible.  The  public  deposites  have  not  been 
annihilated;  nor  have  they  been  transported  from  the  country; 
they  are  still  in  the  country,  and  in  the  use  of  the  community. 
It  is  in  vain  that  they  look  for  the  cause  of  embarrassment  in 
the  state  of  our  markets,  or  the  operations  of  trade.  Our  agri- 
cultural productions,  and  manufactures  generally,  bear  a  good 
price;  foreign  exchange  is  at  its  lowest  rate;  the  balance  of  ttade 
is  decidedly  in  our  favor,  and  the  precious  metals  are  flowing 
in  upon  us  from  South  America,  Mexico  and  Europe-  None 
can  doubt  the  power  of  the  bank  to  create  embarrassment  when- 
ever its  managers  deem  it  expedient.  In  four  months,  com- 
mencing with  August  last, and  ending  with  November,  it  called 
in  $9,707,245  of  its  loans.  As  the  state  banks  con!d  not  com- 
mence extending  until  they  began  to  receive  the  |!)ublic  depo- 
sites in  October, and  from  that  till  December  could  not,  in  their 
exttuision,  keep  pace  with  the  curtailment  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  evident  that  such  rapid  curtailment  by  tiie 
bank  of  the  United  States  must  have  created  some  sensation  in 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  But  it  is  easy  for  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  produce  universal  embarrassment,  without  any 
aggregate  curtailmerit  of  its  accommodations,  by  calling  in  ra 
pidly  one  month,  letting  out  the  next,  and  calling  again  during 
the  third;  while  it  loans  out  in  one  place  what  it  curtails  in  ano 
ther,  and  in  this  manner,  falls  upon  all  the  commercial  cities  in 
rotation,  it  may  more  effectually  embarrass  trade  than  by  a  stea- 
dy curtailment.  When  the  policy  of  the  bank  is  unsteady  and 
capricious,  producing  a  scarcity  of  money  to-day,  and  an  abun- 
dance to  morrow,  to  he  succeeded  by  a  greater  deartli  the  next 
day,  it  is  impossible  for  merchants  to  conduct  business  with 
safety,  and  prudent  men  will  restrict  or  discontinue  their  ope- 
rations. The  bank  has  long  enjoyed  a  large  portion  of  the  bu- 
siness of  domestic  exchange,  and  whenever  it  chooses  to  cut 
off  the  supply  in  any  or  all  directions,  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty naturally  ensue. 

There  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  bank  has  been  ma- 
naged, for  the  last  six  months,  with  a  view  to  embarrass  the 
community,  as  a  means  of  operating  on  public  opinion,  and  con- 
trolling the  action  of  government. 

In  the  proceedmgs  of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  domestic  ex- 
change, as  far  as  known,  are  perceived  indications  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  use  the  power  it  possesses  through  that  branch  of  its 
business,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  excitement  and  distress. 
The  government  directors  inform  us,  in  their  memorial,  that 
on  the  13th  of  August  last,  two  weeks  before  the  treasury  agent, 
returned  from  hi?  mission  to  confer  with  the  state  banks,  and 
five  weeks  before  the  determination  of  the  executive  was  an- 
nounced, the  board  of  directors  adopted  a  resolution,  declaring: 
"That  the  bills  of  exchange  purchased  at  the  bank,  and  all 
the  offices,  except  the  five  western  offices,  shall  not  have  more 
than  ninety  days  to  run.  That  the  five  western  offices  be  in 
structed  to  purchase  no  bills  of  exchange,  except  those  payable 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run, 
or  those  which  may  be  received,  in  payment  of  existing  debts 
to  the  bank  and  the  offices,  and  then  not  have  more  than  four 
months  to  run." 

The  government  directors  inform  us,  that  on  a  subsequent 
day,  a  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  for  reducing  the  bu- 
siness of  the  institution,  and  authority  given  to  the  committee  on 
the  offices  to  modify  them,  at  pleasure,  and  although  a  strenuous 
effort  was  made  to  require  them  to  report  such  measures  as 
might  be  directed  by  them  to  the  board,  the  proposition  was  vot- 
td  down. 

Thus,  in  direct  violation  of  the  charter,  and  in  defiance  of  all 
prudence  and  propriety,  was  the  whole  power  of  this  vast  and 


powerful  corporation  to  relieve  or  to  oppress  vested  in  a  com- 
mittee, who  are  not  subject  to  the  responsibility  of  even  making 
reports  to  the  board  of  directors.  A  lew  irresponsible  men,  is- 
suing secret  orders  from  their  private  chamber,  possess  more 
power  to  distress  the  American  people,  than  any  department  of 
their  government,  or  all  departments,  by  an  act  short  of  a  de- 
claration of  war.  What  the  resolves  and  orders  of  this  potent 
body  have  been,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  The  president 
of  the  bank  who  is  ex  officio  a  member  of  this  committee,  and 
undoubtedly  directs  its  operations,  is  also  clothed  with  unlimit- 
ed power  to  set  the  press  in  motion  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing the  views  of  the  bank.  For  months,  those  presses  which 
are  known  to  have  been  sustained  by  enormous  loans,  and  those 
which  have  received  the  most  liberal  allowances  for  printing, 
have  been  incessantly  engaged  in  an  eff'ort  to  spread  alarm  and 
dismay  throughout  the  land.  It  is  impossible  not  to  suspect 
that  the  secret  management  of  the  bank,  and  the  use  of  its  funds 
by  its  president,  are  in  perfect  concert  with  their  dependent 
and  devoted  presses,  all  aiming  to  create  a  general  panic,  and 
produce  the  same  result.  That  result  is  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  and,  its  certain  consequence,  the  recharter  of  the 
bank. 

If  any  thing  was  wanting  to  confirm,  these  suspicions,  the  al- 
leged refusal  of  this  bank  to  co-operate  with  the  state  banks  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  relieve  the  existing  pressure  upon  the 
con)munity,  in  tlie  larger  commercial  cities,  is  sufficient  to  re- 
move all  doubts  from  the  minds  of  the  most  incredulous. 

It  is  due  to  the  country,  that  the  source  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  oppress  a  portion  of  its  commerce  shall  be  laid 
bare.  Should  they  appear  to  spring  solely  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank,  wantonly  and  wickedly  directed  to  produce 
them,  it  may  become  the  duly  of  congress  to  resort  to  all  the 
means  within  their  constitutional  authority  to  check  its  career. 

If  it  shall  appear  that  the  bank,  by  means  of  its  money  and 
the  papers  under  its  control,  has  wilfully  and  intentionally  pro- 
duced these  embarrassments;  and  if  its  power  has  thus  been 
abused,  it  cannot  be  endured  that  for  two  years  longer  it  shaU 
be  suffered  wantonly  to  excite  alarm  in  the  country,  to  direct  a 
pressure  first  on  one  point  and  then  on  another,  enlarge  at  one 
place  and  contract  in  another,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  to 
the  end  of  its  exisKmce  the  evils  which  there  is  too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  it  has  already  inflicted  on  the  community.  If^ 
upon  examination,  it  shall  be  found  that  it  has  been  guilty  of 
such  offences,  its  charier  cannot  be  too  soon  terminated,  and  a 
scire  facias  would  be  imperatively  demanded  to  put  an  end  to 
its  machinations  against  the  peace  and  interests  of  the  people. 
The  government  owns  seven  millions  of  its  stock,  equal  to  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  amount.  It  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  see 
that  it  be  not  used  to  oppress  ihe  people  and  subvert  the  princi- 
ples of  our  government.  Of  every  hundred  thousand  dollars 
spent  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  or  distributed  to  advocates 
under  the  name  of  loans,  and  forever  lost,  ,^-20,000  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  That  their  property  may  not  be 
wasted,  that  the  cause  of  their  distress  may  be  ascertained  and 
a  remedy  applied,  and  above  all,  that  their  own  funds,  and  the 
money  and  power  of  this  corporation  may  not  be  employed  to 
subvert  the  principles  of  their  government  by  controlling  their 
elections — the  committee  deem  it  necessary,  that  tliere  should 
be  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  alleged  abuses  and  corrup- 
tions of  that  institution,  and  particularly  into  the  details  of  its 
management  for  the  last  six  months.  To  this  end,  they  propose 
a  resolution  to  invest  a  committee  of  the  house  with  power  to 
make  such  investigations. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  rechartered. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restor- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued  aa 
the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  congress  lo  make  further  provision  by  law,  prescribing 
the  mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  and  the  man-- 
ner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  U.  States, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated;  and,  also,  what 
corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whe- 
ther it  lias  used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whe- 
ther it  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money, 
in  producing  the  existing  pressure;  a  select  committee  heap- 
pointed  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  find,  also,  what  abuses,  or 
m«l  practices  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank; 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses,  on  oath, 
and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  sard  bank  and  branches, 
and  that  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
banK,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  cornmittep. 
be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigatitm,  together 
with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  n  dav  as  praiUica- 
ble. 
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In  our  account  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  we  are 
compelled  to  omit  notices  of  miuo'  things  which  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  record;  but  this  is  of  less  importance 
than  usual — for  very  few  important  things  will  be  attend- 
ed to  or  fully  disposed  of,  until  after  the  great  subjects 
under  discussion  are,  in  some  way,  put  aside. 

In  conformity  with  the  strict  rule  of  impartiality  that 
■we  profess,  with  regard  to  what  may  be  esteemed  per- 
sonal matters,  at  least,  we  have  made  room  for  the  letter 
of  Mr.  7'aney,  and  the  address  of  Mr.  JMcKim,  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  statements  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Baltimore  committee,  charged  with  the  memorial  of 
the  citizens  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  public  depo- 
sites.  We  have  added  the  "card"  of  Mr.  George 
Srown,  and  shall  give  the  response  of  the  committee,  in 
our  next. 

The  committee  have  fully  replied  to  Messrs.  Tmiey 
and  JVTcKim,  in  a  well-written  address  of  considerable 
length,  published  in  yesterday's  "Chronicle."  It  makes 
three  columns;  and  yet,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  give  all 
the  papers  belonging  to  this  matter  together,  it  must, 
therefor,  be  postponed.  We  could  easily  put  it  into  type, 
but  the  character  of  the  contents  of  the  present  number 
is  such,  that,  if  we  excluded  every  article  over  which  a 
discretion  might  be  exerted,  the  room  for  it  could  not  be 
obtained.  We  cannot,  as  the  newspapers  may,  "make 
room,"  for  we  have  no  advertisements  to  lay  aside,  and 
so  relieve  our  pages. 

The  gentlemen  reaffirm,  in  the  most  decided  manner, 
the  strict  verity  of  all  that  they  stated  in  their  report — 
and  of  every  word  used  by  them.  They  reject,  with 
much  severity,  the  idea  that  any  part  of  their  report  was 
founded  on  private  or  confidential  communications  with 
Mr.  McKim — saying  ^'■they  have  not  stated  one  ivord, 
nor  referred,  by  the  remotest  allusion,  to  one  expression 
tised  by  Mr.  JMcKim  any  -where  but  in  their  oxon  room,'''' 
•when  Mr.  McKim  paid  them  a  visit,  after  their  call  upon 
him,  and  remained  two  hours  with  them,  conversing  on 
the  subject  of  their  mission,  &;c. 

We  have  some  later  news  from  Europe.  The  details 
are  not  of  much  interest — and  we  can  make  space  only 
for  the  British  king's  speech  on  opening  the  session  of 
parliament  on  the  4th  ult. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Webster  was  prevented,  on 
Monday  last,  from  presenting  his  project  with  relation 
to  the  bank,  by  an  extraordinary  discussion  and  proceed- 
ing in  the  senate— but  that  he  offered  it  on  Tuesday. 
Public  opinion  seems  much  divided  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  proceeding,  at  the  present  moment.  JSIr.  W. 
however,  no  doubt,  has  viewed  the  whole  ground,  and 
thought  it  best  to  have  some  object  a-head  to  aim  at. 
There  is  a  repoi't  that  Mr,  Wilkins  will,  also,  present  a 
plan  for  a  bank,  which  may  have  the  support  of  several 
of  the  leading  friends  of  the  administration  in  the  senate, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Webster's  purpose  was  to  draw 
out  one  from  the  other  party,  bj^  taking  his  new'  position. 
We  wish  that  something  could  be  done  to  relieve  us  of 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  beset  the  people, 
at  large,  and  almost  banish  the  hoiie  of  a  reward  for  labor 
performed;  even  the  products  of  the  earlh,  inchuling  the 
most  substantial  and  necessary  articles  for  food  and  cloth- 
ing, have  fallen  25  per  cent,  in  price,  wilhin  the  last  four 
months.  This  may  help  the  consumers,  but  is  hard  on 
producers,  who  have  made  engagements  that  were  gra- 
duated by  the  higiier  or  general  price  of  their  commo- 
dities. The  diminished  money-value  of  the  bread  stuffs 
and  meats,  or  live  cattle,  cotton,  wool  and  tobacco,  is  of 
an  enormous  amount.  Flour  at  Wheeling  has  been  sold 
for  $2  12^  the  barrel,  at  Alexandria  for  $3  75.  Wheat, 
at  Frederick,  Md.  75  cents,  and  so  on.  Let  us  offer  a 
rough  statement  with  relation  to  this  subject. 
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If  the  general  money-value  of  the  bread-stuffs  and 
meats,  of  all  sorts  consumed,  be  equal  to  only  30  cents 
per  head  per  week,  the  aggregate  value  will  amount  to 
200  millions  per  annum.  'I'hree-fifths  of  these,  perhaps, 
are  consumed  by  the  producers  of  them,  and  the  market- 
value  of  the  ren. -tinder,  at  late  prices,  would  be,  say 

$80,000,000 
Crop  of  cotton,  at  fair  prices  35,000,000 

Crop  of  wool  20,000,000 

Crop  of  tobacco  8,000,000 

$143,000,000 
If  the  reduced  price  is  only  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent, 
the  money-value  lost,  in  tiie  whole  year,  wouki  be  nearly 
30  millions,  on  tiiese  few  leading  articles,  to  the  growers 
of  them.  The  consumers  would  receive  the  benefit  of 
ih'is,  provided  the  price  of  -wages  ivere  kept  up,  and  em- 
ployment could  be  obtained.  Instead  ot  30  cents  per 
head,  for  an  example,  bread  and  meat  might  be  had,  at 
the  reduction  supposed,  for  25  cents;  but  if  wages  declin- 
ed from  100  cents  a  day  to  50  cents,  or  at  that  rate,  the 
loss  to  the  laborer  would  be  as  300  cents  a  week,  for  5 
cents  gained,  and  so  on. 

The  counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  fills  a  large  portion  of  the  present 
sheet.  Its  length,  as  was  the  case  with  the  report  of  the 
majority,  has  much  interfered  with  the  general  business 
of  the  week.  We  hope  for  a  little  more  variety  in  our 
next  paper. 

The  minority  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia  have  pub- 
lished a  sixteen-column  address  to  the  people  "on  the 
deposite  question,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  coun-. 
try."  It  is  signed  Joseph  S.  Watkins,  chairman,  and 
Hugh  Jl.  Garland,  secretary,  and  earnestly  calls  upon 
the  citizens  of  the  state  not  to  '•'■desert  the  present  admi- 
nistration," and  '■'■betray  the  best  interests  of  their  coun- 
try"'— -"commit  an  act  of  treason,  and  deserve  the  bitter 
curses  of  their  children,"  &;c.  It  is  a  discussion  of  mat- 
ters and  things  in  general,  but  especially  about  the  bank, 
and  the  removal  of  the  deposiies. 

Sevei'al  extracts  from  JViles''  Register  of  1818,  are  in- 
troduced into  this  address.  They  consist  chiefly  of 
some  remai'ks  on  a  project  the}i  supposed  to  be  entertain- 
ed, of  making  "a  paper  currency  a  legal  tender  instead 
ot  coin" — 'to  relieve  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
certain  of  the  local  banks,  from  the  pressure  caused  bv 
their  own  imprudent  proceedings — and,  certainly,  never 
was  business  more  wildly  conducted  than  for  some  time 
after  the  establishment  of  the  bank  named,  and  in  vari- 
ous respects,  to  say  notliing  of  the  great  speculations  in 
which  some  persons  were  engaged,  and  the  frauds  in 
which  others  soon  after  involved  a  considerable  number 
of  our  banking  institutions.  To  all  these  tilings  we 
stood  resolutely  opposed,  and,  perhaps,  had  a  degree  of 
infiuence,  (in  tiie  freedom  with  which  we  spoke  of  them), 
to  check  their  progress,  and  fir.alty  to  restore  the  bank  to 
the  purposes  of  its  establishment — which  was  not  for  the 
beriefit  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  huge  speculators,  but  to 
furnish  the  y)eople  with  a  sound  and  uniform  currency; 
and  on  that  occasion,  we  said,  "Give  me  to  live  under 
any  desjiotism  but  that  which  springs  from  the  commaiid 
of  money — for  it  is  tlie  most  base  and  unprincipled  of 
all."  We  thank  the  addressers  for  the  honor  conferred 
in  quoting  us.  We  took  no  ground  then  that  we  would 
not  take  now,  in  the  existence  of  similar  circumstances^ 
but  do  not  perceive  how  the  matters  stated  in  1818  can  he 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  real  state  of  things,  and  actual 
condition  of  the  currency,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  or  since — so  far  as  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
is  eoncerned.  Money  was  abundant,  and  the  bills  of 
that  bank  better  than  coin,  as  exchangeable  comm^? 
dities,   because  convertible  into  coin  at  the  wUl  and 
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pleasure  of  its  holder,  and  prosperity  abounded;  all  the 
great  pursuits  of  industry,  in  agriculture,  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  the  mechanic  arts,  flourished — and  the 
internal  trade  and  business  of  the  whole  country  was  of 
a  mighty  and  yet  "onward"  amount— and  success  in  all 
these  kept  down  the  exchanges  on  Europe  to  rates  that 
were  below  real  par,  though  the  importations  of  foreign 
goods  were  heavy.  But  how  stands  tlie  case  nowi'  The 
** command  of  mrJuey"  assumed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  has  caused  so  great  a  want  of  paper  redu- 
cible into  coin,  (though  coin  is  more  abundant  than  it 
was  in  years  past),  that  there  is  not  enough  of  it  in  cir- 
culation to  perform  the  ordinary  business  of  the  people, 
and  the  banks  hold  fast  to  the  coin  which  they  have  to 
save  themselves,  if  it  be  possible,  in  the  ruin  which 
seemingly  impends,  through  the  loss  of  public  confidence 
and  a  wide-sweeping  bankruptcy;  and  the  demand  for 
labor  is  immeasurably  diminished,  in  the  uncertainty  of 
a  reward  for  it.  Bills  on  Europe,  too,  are  much  lower 
than  tliey  were  a  few  months  ago,  being  really  nine  or 
ten  per  cent,  below  par,  not  from,  the  successful  in- 
dustry of  the  ^Smericaii  people,  but  in  the  ivant  of  it,  and 
the   severity   of  the   demand    for    money,  not  for  new 

enterprises,  but  to  fulfil  old  engagements hence  there 

is  a  depreciation  of  the  value  of  property,  and  a  state  of 
embarrassment,  which  causes  some  men  (though  not  yet 
consenting  to  make  paper  a  "legal  tender")  to  be  nearly 
prepared,  in  the  desperation  of  circumstances,  to  desire 
a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks!*  This  is 
a  fearful  state  of  things,  but  not  the  most  fearful  that 
others  apprehend  will,  or  may,  ensue  before  the  close  of 
the  present  year — if  present  projects  are  persevered  in. 

What  we  said  in  1818  we  say  still.     We  still  fear  the 
command  of  money  as  tlie  most  dangerous  of  all  des- 
potisms.    The  bank,  as  we  believed,  attempted  this  des- 
potism— but    failed;    and    a    reformation    was    effected. 
Since  then  all  has  been  peace  and  quietness,  and  the  cur- 
rency remained  as  steady  as  it  was  possible  to  keep  it — 
for,  on  account  of  high  or  low  prices  of  commodities,  of 
excessive   importations,    and,    for  many   other   reasons, 
there  must  needs  be  occasional  contractions  and  expan- 
sions; and,  perhaps,  no  better  evidence  can  be  offered  of 
the  good  conduct  of  the  bank  than  the  good  will  of  nearly 
all  the  local  institutions,  though  rivals  in  the  business  of 
money  lending .     Yet  tlie  bank  had  the  "command  of  mo- 
ney"— a  dangerous  command,  which  we  would  not  con- 
tinue, nor  is  it  probable  tliat  the  bank  itself  wishes  it,  to 
the  extent  given  in  the  present  charter.     But  what  is  the 
new  "command  of  money"  doing?     The   power   which 
laid  dormant  in  the  directors  of  the  hank,  has  been  grasped 
and  used  by  the  president,  "on  his  own  responsibility," 
and  the  effect  is  the  miiJery  of  which  the  people  now  so 
generally  complain,  and  the  losses   which  they  are  daily 
sustaining.     The   price,  as  above   stated,  of  necessaries 
has   suddenly  fallen  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  and  many 
hundred  persons  who  were  solvent,  and,  indeed,  some  of 
them  rich,  at  this  time  last  year,  have  become  bankrupts, 
in  a  presidential  exertion  in  the  "commanc?  of  money." 
The  power  to  do  this  is  that  which  was  and  ought  to  be 
feared  in  the  bank;  but  is  not  the  less  grievous  when  ex- 
ercised by  "the  government."     The  principle  is  the  same 
---•the  effect  the  sa?ne.     And  a  retracing  of  false  steps,  as 
to  the  "command  of  money,"  is  just  as  necessary  now 
by  the  president,  in  our  opinion,  as  it  was  by  the  bank  in 
1818.     The  withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites,  with  re- 
spect to  their  amount,  is  a  matter  of  small  consideration. 
The  bank  has  made  many  times  more  heavy  payments, 
on  account  of  the   United  States,  in  the   same  period  of 
time,  and  without  any  material  derangement  of  business, 
unless  for  a   short  season;  but  it  is  the  general  want  of 
confidence  thereby  produced,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
cast  upon  the  bank  to  preserve  itself  s^SLinst  the  "com- 
mand of  money"  in   the   hands  of  "the   government," 
which  forbids  its  heretofore  confident   operations,   and 
keeps  the  local  banks,  also,  continually  on  the  "look-out 
for  squalls!"     Had  the   bank   been  permitted  quietly  to 
die  a  natural  death,  it  is   our  serious  belief  that  not  a 
tithe  of  the  present  evils,  or  those   which  are  expected, 
would  have  ensued;  for  the  bank,  though  not  able  to  ob- 


tain the  favor  of  the  government  in  a  renewal  of  its 
charter,  would  not  have  apprehended  the  hostility  of  "the 
government"  in  measures  adopted  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 
it  is  the  abominable  of  this  business,  that  tvaus'iant  political 
party  has  entered  into  the  consideration  of  matters  so  im- 
portant as  the  currency  of  the  country. 

We  have  seen  accounts  since  our  last  publication,  of, 
we  think,  about  one  hundred  meetings  of  ihe  people  for 
and  against  a  restoration  of  the  deposites!  Most  of  them 
will,  probably,  be  briefly  noticed  in  our  sketches  of  the 
proceedings  of  congress,  and  that  is  all  that  we  can  do 
with  them. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that  there  has  been  one 
great  meeting  at  Albany,  at  which,  it  is  said,  that  3,000 
persons  were  present,  against  restoring  the  deposites — 
and  about  3,000  signed  a  call  for  a  meeting  to  adopt 
resolutions  in  favor  of  restoring  the  deposites.  [This 
meeting  has  been  held,  and  said  to  have  been  attended  by 
from  4  to  6,000  persons.] 

Monday  last  was  appointed  for  a  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Girard  bank,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  propriety  of  declining  to  receive 
the  public  deposites.  This  matter  caused  a  mighty  ex- 
citement in  that  city,  an  immense  crowd  filled  the  streets, 
and  the  rooms  and  passages  of  the  bank  were  crammed 
with  persons,  and  great  confusion  ensued;  for  it  was  ren- 
dered impossible,  by  the  press,  for  the  stockholders  them- 
selves to  attend  to  the  business  about  whicli  ihey  had  as- 
sembled. It  appears,  however,  that  each  party  to  the 
subject  passed  a  set  of  i-esolutions — and  that  each  claims 
the  majority!  We  gtither  from  the  proceedings,  how- 
ever, that  means  have  been  taken,  (by  the  party  in  favor 
of  giving  up  the  deposites),  to  ascertain  with  whom  the 
majority  rests,  by  receiving  the  signatures  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

There  was  to  have  been  a  general  meeting  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  Thursday  afternoon  last,  of  those  opposed  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  at  wliich  tlie  differ- 
ent classes  of  persons  and  trades,  were  to  appear  with 
their  badges  and  banners — and  the  papers  have  been  fill- 
ed with  notices  of  the  preparations  making  or  made  for 
this  assembly.  It  is  probable  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
add  a  few  lines,  if  the  mail  arrives  in  season. 

The  Delaware  committee  made  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, with  an  account  of  their  interview  with  the 
president,  &cc.  to  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  New  Castle 
county,  on  Saturday  last. 

Sales  of  170  sliares  of  U.  S.  bank  stock,  at  New  York 
stock  exchange  on  Tuesday  last,  105@105^. 


*Thls,  indeed,  has  been  broadly  thrown  out,  as  to  the  safety 
fund  banks  of  New  York — and  the  authority  of  the  legislature 
invoked  to  sustain  the  proceeding,  "/o  uphold  the  president  and 
truth  the  mQnater'.'^ 


There  are  many  rumors  as  to  the  substance  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  on  a  renomination  to  the  senate 
of  certain  gentlemen  for  directors  of  the  bank.  It  is  said 
to  contain  a  declaration  that  he  will  name  no  others — 
and  added,  that  an  appeal  from  the  senate  to  the  people 
will  or  may  be  made.  We  hope  this  is  a  mistake.  It 
relates  to  a  matter  in  which  the  senate  has  a  perfectly 
concurrent  right  and  power  with  the  president — standing, 
indeed,  in  a  more  lofty  position  than  the  executive  Itself. 
The  nominations  of  tlie  president  generally  are,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  treated  with  the  greatest  respect;  but  so 
should  also  tlie  disapprovals  of  the  senate.  In  such  things 
it  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  the  latter  has  acted  on  what 
may  be  called  party  grounds.  For  a  striking  example, 
Mr.  Henshaw,  the  collector  at  Boston,  a  gentleman  re- 
markable for  his  party  zeal,  but  who  is  reported  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  received  every  vote  of  tlie  senate  on  his 
nomination  for  reappointment.  A  majority  of  the  senate 
believes  that  the  late  "government  directors"  of  the  bank 
are  enemies  of  the  bank — committed,  in  fact,  to  carry  on 
a  war  against  an  institution  in  which  seven  millions  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  are  invested — and  the 
fitness  of  the  gentlemen,  surely,  the  senate  may  and 
should  be  careful  to  ascertain.  Mr.  Bayard,  though 
as  decided  a  friend  of  the  administration  as  either  of  those 
renominated,  was  promptly  approved  by  the  senate;  and 
so  would  others,  we  presume,  if  well  known  as  opposed 
to  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  but  untrammelled 
by  former  proceedings. 
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The  legislatures  of  jyiart/land,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  have 
recently  adjourned— the  Jiouse  of  delegates,  of  the  for- 
mer, 38  to  36,  passed  certahi  resolutions  approbatory  of 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites.  iVilliam  Bcutgei- 
["Jackson"]  has  been  elected  governor  of  JV'.  Hampshire, 
without  opposition.  The  charier,  or  town  elections,  in  JV, 
York  are  contesting  with  unusual  activity.  The  array  of 
the  contending  parties  in  Virginia  is  more  resolute  llian 
it  has  been  for  many  years,  each  party  seems  sanguine  of 
success,  and  both  have  addressed  the  people  at  much 
length. 

The  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Thursday  last  con- 
tains the  speech  of  Mr.  Adams,  on  presenting  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  l-*vlk''s 
in  reply;  Mr.  imco/zt'*  speech  on  presenting  the  memo- 
rial of  Worcester  county,  signed  b)'  6,207  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
Mr.  H.  Kvereti^s  when  presenting  like  resolutions  of  a 
county  meeting  held  at  Woodstock,  Vt.  and  Mr.  Toin- 
linsoii''s,  in  the  senate,  introductory  to  a  memorial  of  the 
people  of  Bridgeport,  Con.  signed  by  380  legal  voters  of 
that  town,  which  contains  but  a  few  more  than  400,  in  all. 

In  ordinary  times,  all  of  these  speeches  would  have 
been  registered — 'but  they  cannot  now  be,  by  us.  Mr.  Polk 
undertook  to  lecture  Mr.  Adams  because  of  the  freedom 
of  his  remarks  when  commenting  upon  tbe  resolves  of 
Massachusetts,  wliich  produced  from  t!ie  latter  the  fol- 
lowing very  severe  remarks  and  quotation: 

After  Mr.  P.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Adams  vc^ne^ittd  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Caroli* 
na,  who  claimed  tbe  floor,  to  indulge  him  merely  to  say, 
that  he  had  no  reply  to  make  to  Mr.  Polk;  adding,  I 
shall  never  be  disposed  to  interfere  with  any  member 
who  shall  rise  on  this  floor  and  pronounce  a  panegyric 
upon  the  chief  magistrate. 

"No!  LET  the  candied  tongue  lick  absurd  pomp, 
And  crook  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee. 
Where  thbifx  may  follow  fawning!" 

J.  W.  Bouldin  has  been  elected  to  congress  from  the 
Charlotte  district,  Va.as  the  successor  of  his  late  brother 
judge  Bouldin.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  that  his 
competitor  was  B.  Tucker,  half-brother  of  John  Ran- 
dolph, who  was  judge  Bouldin's  predecessor  in  the  same 
seat.  This  is  the  third  election,  held  in  that  district  for 
the  same  session  of  congress.  J.  W.  B.  is  friendly  to  the 
administration^  and  against  the  bank. 

We  have  a  list  of  the  United  States  custom  house  ofli- 
cers  at  New  York,  and  of  the  corporation  officers  of  that 
city,  with  the  amount  of  the  compensation  received  by 
each  person.  The  number  of  the  first  is  323,  the  amount 
of  their  compensation  340,000  dollars!  The  number  of 
the  second  is  171,  and,  including  the  watchmen,  719,  and 
the  amount  of  their  compensation  248,337  dollars — 'toge- 
ther 1,042  persons,  and  588,337  dollars;  and  the  corpora- 
tion officers,  besides^  disburse  ver}'  large  sums,  and  have 
many  hundred  persons  in  constant  employment.  When 
we  get  a  table  also  of  the  state  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  that  city,  we  may  present  a  view  of  the 
whole  together. 

We  are  not  "panic  makers" — but  duty  requires  us  to 
say,  there  are  strong  reports  that  two  of  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  south  had  stopped  payment — in  one  of  which 
"the  government"  had  about  a  million  of  dollars. 

— •►>©  ®  ©<«.— ^ 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  14.  Mr.  Wright  presented  tlie  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  and  also 
a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  from  the  same  town,  approving 
the  removal  of  llie  deposites,  and  pronouncing;  the  charlerhig  of 
a  national  bank  unconstitutional,  Jnc. 

Mr.  PrentUs  presented  the  proceedings  and  memorial  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns  and  counties  of 
the  stale  of  Vermont,  disapproving  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  and  praying  a  restoration  thereof  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large  meeting 
held  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  approving  the  ac- 
tion of  the  executive  government  in  reference  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites.  [The  matters  stated  in  th<;  three  precoj- 
ing  items,  were  readjand  reiened  aud  ordered  to  be  printed.] 


Mr.  Poindexter  reported  a  bill  prescribing  the  manner  and 
lime  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Poindexter  gave  notice  that  he  would,  tomorrow,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  anth()ri^ing  llie  committee  on 
public  lands  to  employ  a  clerk  lo  lake  down  the  testimony  of 
Vv'itnesses  snnnnoried  to  a|)pear  b<;fore  said  committee,  touch- 
ing the  alleged  frauds  in  the  sales  of  public  lands. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  secretary  of  the  treasury's  reasons, 
6tc.  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  when 

Mr.  Tallmadge  resumed  his  speed),  but  before  he  concluded, 
he  gave  way  lo  a  motion  to  adjourn — and  the  senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

Mardi  17.  The  vice  president  submitted  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Shanandoah  county,  Vir- 
ginia, in  support  of  the  removal  of  the  dc|K)sites — whereupon 
Mr.  Tyler  rose,  and,  after  professing  his  willingness  lo  bring  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  senate  the  seniiments  and  feelings  of  any 
part  of  the  people  of  his  state,  he  spoke  in  lerms  of  lofty  praise 
of  the  good  ciinracter  of  the  citizens  of  Shnnandoah — but  ex- 
pres.sed  a  belief,  that,  if  the  people  ofthat  "rcinibliean  county" 
had  had  the  same  light  on  the  subject  as  he  himself  possessed, 
there  would  not  have  been  any  difference  of  opinion  between 
them  and  himself. 

The  chair  comnmnicated  a  paper  containing  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  York  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, friends  of  the  administration,  in  favor  of  the  removal 
ot  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  against 
the  recliarter  of  that  institution;  and,  it  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Willdns  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  printed. 

{J(P=-Tliis  matter  produced  a  debate  which  lasted  all  day— in 
vt'hich  a  majority  of  the  senate  took  part.  We  cannot  do  more 
than  briefly  notice  its  cause,  and  shew  a  few  of  the  principal 
points  made  or  referred  to. 

Tbe  proceedings  first  mentioned  contained  several  offensive 
parts.  Of  the  nature  of  the  aspersions  which  it  casts  Upori 
members  of  congress,  some  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the 
following  extract  from  what  it  contains  concerning  one  of  them. 

"One  word  in  conclusion:  Daniel  Webster,  now  a  senator 
and  a  chamjnon  of  the  bank  was,  at  its  creation,  a  member  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  Then  the  bank  was  not  his  client) 
and  he  was  opposed  to  it.  His  unbiassed  opinion,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  what  he  now 
holds;  but  now  he  is  'concerned  for  the  bank,'  (in  legal  phraseo- 
logy), and  no  doubt  finds  it  a  good  fat  client,  as  it  has  already 
disposed  of  more  i\vdi\  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  shape  of  fees. 
In  1816,  he  was  alarmed  at  the  dangerous  powers  such  an  in- 
stitution could  make  its  own,  and  he  raised  his  voice  for  a 
sounder  currency  than  mere 'promises  to  pay,'  with  nothing 
wherewith  to  fulfil  such  promises.  He  then  said,  'gold  and 
silver  currency  was  the  law  of  the  land  at  home,  and  the  law  of 
the  world  abroad,  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
there  could  be  no  other  currency.'  " 

Before  presenting  the  paper,  the  vice  president  directed  the 
attention  of  Mr.  ff'iZ/vijjs  to  the  preceding  and  other  objection- 
able passages,  and  the  latter  was  ready  to  take  the  responsibili- 
ty of  striking  them  out,  to  which  also  Mr.  McKean,  with  indif- 
ference as  to  the  subject,  assented — and  they  were  so  marked 
as  not  lo  be  read  by  the  secretary  to  the  senate.  After  the  read- 
ing, Mr.  Webster  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been  advised  of  the 
character  of  these  proceedings,  which  he  stated,  on  the  infor- 
mation of  persons  of  the  highest  respectability,  some  of  whotrl 
he  named,  had  been  issued  by  the  minority  of  the  meeting  held 
in  York,  and  he  offered  a  protest  against  them  which  had  been 
sent  to  him;  he  also  read  a  letter  from  York  which  concluded 
with  saying  "there  are  enough  administration  men  who  have 
changed  lo  revolutionize  this  state — if  they  will  stay  changed,''^ 

After  the  names  attached  lo  the  resolutions  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Preston  asked  "how  came  this  paper  before  the  sehate?" 
The  vice  president  answered  that  he  had  received  it  in  a  lettcf 
addressed  to  himself,  which  was  read;  and  in  explanation,  the 
vice  president  stated  the  facts  as  lo  the  suppression  of  the  ei- 
ceptionable  paragraphs,  as  biiefly  noticed  above.  Mr.  Preston 
then  asked — Did  the  chair  mean  to  state  that  the  obhtefatiori 
took  place  after  the  paper  was  in  the  possession  of  the  senate^ 
and  tliat  it  was  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  vice  president? 
To  which  the  chair  assenled.- 

After  some  further  remarks  of  Mr.  Webster,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  nplice  tliis  "miserable  statement,'' 
though  for  himself  he  would  rather  have  permitted  such  idlS 
and  ridiculous  scandal  to  have  passed  unnoticed  by  him-^-^ 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  warmly  denied  the  right  of  any  persott 
to  alter  or  mutilate  a  petition — the  right  to  petition  being  a  sa- 
cred one — and  he  protested  against  the  alteration  made  aftef 
this  paper  was  in  the  custody  of  an  ofl^cer  of  that  house.  Mrs 
Willdns  explained  the  part  that  he  had  taken  in  this  matter.  H 
was  obvious,  he  said,  on  the  face  of  the  fact,  that  the  striking 
out  matter  which  was  individually  offensive  lo  a  member  of  ih0 
senate,  could  not  have  proceeded  from  any  improper  motivej 
and  it  did  not  change,  in  any  es.^ential  point,  what  the  people 
of  York  had  presented:  and  he  added  that  there  was  anothef 
paragraph  in  the  proceedings  which  ou-hl  not  to  be  there,  ti^ 
then  spoke  of  the  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
im;,  and  made  !if;ht  of  it,  and  concluded  by  saying — "As 
to  liie  erasure,  it  imghl  have  been  unjustifiable,  as  lie  had  b^ 
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fore  said,  but  it  was  made  entirely  out  of  delicacy  to  tlie  mem- 
ber assailed.  If  this  motive  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
act,  it  ought,  at  least,  to  excuse  it." 

Mr.  Preston  replied,  and  insisted  that  the  mutilation  of  the 
paper  had  changed  its  character — and  that  it  was  wrong,  be- 
cause that  paper  was  in  the  possession  of  an  officer  of  the  house 
— individual  senators  might  do  what  an  officer  should  not  do, 
&c.  Mr.  Clay  followed,  and  said  that  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  P. 
was  a  just  one — it  was  evident  that  if  a  right  exi:?ted  in  an  offi- 
cer to  make  an  erasure,  there  was  also  a  right  of  insertion;  and 
he  asserted  th;tt  the  paper  had  lost  its  "identity" — it  was  not  "a 
genuine  document."  After  he  had  concluded,  the  vice  presi- 
dent stated  the  question,  "shall  the  petition  be  received?"  and 
a  long  debate  followed,  the  various  questions  raised  being  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Kane,  King,  of  Geo.,  Preston,  Wright,  Leigh, 
Bibb,  Poindexler,  Mangum,  McKean,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Webster,  Forsyth,  Brown,  Sprague  and  the  chair.  The  debate 
lasted  until  half  past  5  o'clock,  and  was  listened  to  by  one  of 
the  most  closely  packed  auditories  that  ever  filled  the  galleries 
of  the  senate.  Finally — the  senate  refused  to  receive  the  com 
munication*  presented  by  the  chair,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane.  King,  of  Ala.,' King,  of  Geo.,  Linn,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wliile, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexler,  Por- 
ter, Preston,  Bobbins,  Sili<bee,  Smith,  Soutliard,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster — 24. 
The  senate  then,  soon  after  adjourned. 

March  18.  After  other  proceedings — Mr.  JVehster  rose  and 
presented  a  protest  against  the  recent  measures  of  the  executive 
in  the  removal  of  the  depositcs,  &c.  signed  by  6,841  voters  and 
tax  payers  of  Boston,  wliich  had  just  been  brought  to  the  seat 
of  the  national  government  by  a  most  respectable  committee. 
Mr.  W.  proceeded,  at  length,  to  shew  the  character  of  the  sign- 
ers, and  referred,  with  much  force  and  beauty,  to  limes  long 
past,  and  he  commented  on  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  at 
much  length  and  with  great  freedom.  We  can  only  make  room 
for  the  following  paragraphs: 

"They  thought  that  the  effect  of  the  measure  was  to  produce, 
to  augment,  the  rapidity  of  certain  tendencies  which  they  be- 
lieved had  attewiled  the  government  for  some  years  past,  and 
that  was  the  tendency  to  increase  power  and  influence  in  the 
executive  hands.  They  were  of  opinion,  that  the  substraction 
of  the  public  revenue  from  a  custody  where  it  was  under  the 
eye  of  congress — to  a  custody  where  it  was  only  under  the  eye 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  one  great  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  that  tendency  to  increase  power.  Were  they  not 
right?  Where  were  the  public  treasures  of  the  United  States? 
No  man  in  that  senate  knew;  no  man  in  the  other  house  knew. 
The  last  time  that  the  senate  had  heard  of  them  ihey  were  de- 
posited in  certain  banks  not  created  or  fixed  by  its  will.  They 
might  be  changed,  for  aught  the  senate  knew,  within  the  last 
half  hour,  to  some  other  place,  which  it  knew  not.  What  was 
(said  Mr.  W.)  the  condition  of  the  treasure  six  months  ago? 
Was  it  situated  as  it  is  now?  Did  not  every  member  know 
where  the  money  was  then.' — and  had  not  congress  an  account 
of  it,  and  could  .«ee  that  it  was  all  there?  Had  congress  any 
such  right  now?  Had  that  house,  or  the  other,  the  power  to  go 
to  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  or  to  the  Manhattan  bank,  in  or- 
der to  see  that  the  money  deposited  iu  those  places  was  safe? 
The  executive  had  now  the  preservation  of  the  public  treasure, 
and  congress  had  no  control  over  it. 

"It  was  a  fact  not  to  be  denied,  that  every  dollar  of  Die  pub- 
lic money — ordinarily  eight  or  ten  millions — between  the  mo- 
ment of  its  receipt  at  the  custom  house  and  tlie  land  offices — 
from  the  moment  of  its  appropriation  under  tlie  auttiority  of 
law,  was  under  the  entire,  exclusive  government  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury— congress  knew  not  where— congress  de- 
clared not  how." 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Silshee  who  rnadfi  a  few  remarks  on 
the  competency  of  the  signers  to  form  correct  opinions  on  the 
subjects  presented  by  them;  and  Mr.  Sjiraoue,  more  at  length, 
bore  a  like  testimony,  and  witli  reference  to  Boston,  said — 

"It  was  from  the  same  source;  it  was  under  the  same  roof,  as 
has  been  so  well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  memorials,  protests  and  petitions,  wore  transmitted 
to  the  British  parlianusnt.  Those  memorials,  protests  and  peti- 
tions, denounced,  at  that  time,  an  act  of  political  power,  seixing 
their  money  without  the  consent  of  either  lliemselvcs  or  their 
representatives.  Tiie  «lescendants  of  those  people  come  now, 
and  protest  against  ;ui  act  of  political  power,  also  seizing  their 
money  without  their  consent,  or  the  consent  of  their  represen- 
tatives. The  memorials,  protests  and  petitions  sent  to  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  were  contemned.  Fie  trustt^d  that  a  diflerent 
fate  awaited  those  which  were  now  sent  to  congress.  The 
memorialists  had  come  hither  because  they  thought  that  they 
lived,  or  ought  to  live,  under  a  government  of  laws.  They  have 
come  here  with  faith  in  law,  and  in  the  national  legislature,  and 
ask  for  relief  and  for  redress. 

"It  has  been  remarked,  that  they  did  not  go  to  the  executive 
mansion,  they  did  not  pass  by  the  liall.^  of  congress,  to  lay  their 
complaints  at  the  feet  of  the  executive.  They  believtui  that  tlie 
executive  had  no  right  to  interfere:  and  the  manner  in  which 


*So  called  in  the  motion- 
ing. 


-as  being  the  proceedings  of  a  meet 


the  other  committees  who  had  come  hither,  were  treated  by  th« 
chief  magistrate,  had  prevented  them  from  exposing  themselves 
to  similar  treatment.  Their  behaviour  to  the  chief  magistrate 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  shows  that  they  know  how  to  respect  the 
official  dignitaries  of  the  county:  their  refusal  now  to  go  to  him, 
shows  that  they  know  how  to  respect  themselves." 

The  memorial  was  then  read;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose  to  introduce  the  bill,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  which  is  as  follows: 

Ji  bill  to  continue  for  the  term  of  six  years,  the  act  entitled  "an 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States." 

Be  it  enacted,  f,-c.  That  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,"  approved  on 
the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  for  the  teriw 
of  six  years,  from  and  after  the  period  therein  limited  for  its  ex- 
piration, to  wit:  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six;  and  that  all  the  rights,  in- 
terests, properties,  powers  and  privileges  secured  by  the  same 
act,  with  nil  the  rules,  conditions,  restrictions  and  duties  therein 
prescribed  and  imposed,  be  and  remain  after  the  said  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  during  the  said  six  years,  as  if  the  said  litnitalion  in  the 
said  act,  had  not  been  made;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  so 
much  of  the  said  act  as  declares  lliat  no  other  bank  shall  be 
established  by  any  future  law  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  corporation  thereby  created,  shall  not  be 
continued  by  this  act;  but  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  congress, 
whenever  it  shall  see  fit,  to  establish  any  other  bank,  to  come 
into  existence  and  operation  at  any  time,  on  or  after  the  fourth 
day  of  Maich,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Ihirty-six. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  public  mo- 
neys accruing  to  the  United  States,  and  becoming  payable  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  places  where  the  said  bank, 
or  any  of  its  offices,  is  established,  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  as  heretofore;  proui'iefl, 
That,  at  any  time  after  this  act  shall  have  been  accepted,  con- 
gress may,  by  law  or  joint  resolution,  cause  such  moneys  to  be 
withdrawn  and  removed  to  any  other  custody  or  place  of  de- 
posiles. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  consideration  of 
the  benefits  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act,  the  said  bank 
shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  s^aid  sum  shall  be  paid,  by  the 
said  bank,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  each  and  every  year, 
during  the  said  term  of  six  years. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  congress  may  provide 
by  law,  that  the  sajd  bank  shall  be  restrained  at  any  time  after 
the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  from  making,  issuing  or  keeping  in  circulation, 
any  notes  or  bills  of  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices,  of  a  less 
sum  or  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  any  time  or  times 
within  the  last  three  years  of  the  existence  of  said  corporation, 
as  continued  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 
directors  to  divide  among  the  several  stockholders  thereof,such 
portions  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  as  they  may 
have  withdrawn  from  active  use,  and  may  judge  proper  so  to 
divide.  • 

Sec.  6.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  congress,  heretofore  passed  and  now  in  force,  sup- 
plementary to,  or  in  any  wise  connected  with,  the  said  original 
act  of  incorporation,  approved  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act,  shall  be  continued  fn  full  force  and  effect 
during  the  said  six  years,  after  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six. 

Sec.  7.  .dad  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  tiie  next  session  of  congress,  to  signify  to  the 
president  of  th«  United  States  their  acceptance,  on  behalf  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  Irrms  and  conditions  in 
this  act  contained,  and  if  they  shall  fail  to  do  so  on  or  before 
the  day  above  mentioned,  then  this  act  shall  cease  to  be  in 
force. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill.  Air.  Webster  address- 
ed the  senate  at  some  length,  expoiindiim  tlie  situation  of  the 
country,  the  opinions  of  the  committee,  and  his  own  views,  in 
the  presentation  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Lcis,h  then  gave  the  reasons  wliicli  would  compel  him  to 
vote  against  the  prolongation  of  the  chari<;r  of  this  hank,  or  the 
charter  of  a  new  one;  at  the  same  time  he  threw  out  the  idea 
that  a  condition  of  things  might  be  developed  which  would 
change  both  the  views  of  the  state  of  Virginia  and  his  own,  on 
the  subject  of  the  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wris,ht,  who  then  expressed  a  desire  to 
give  some  views,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  19.  Mr.  Tomlinson  rose  and  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  merchants,  manufacturers  and  other  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Bridgeport,  in  Connecticut,  signed  by  380  voters,  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites.  Mr.  T.  stated  that  there  were  but 
400  losial  voters  residing  in  the  town;  and  entered  into  a  very 
interesting  history  of  the  plaee,  and  testified  in  the  strongest 
terms  to  the  high  character  of  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  pro<!e(;dings  and  memorial  of  700 
oabiuet  makers,  piano  foite  makers  and  other  mechanics  of  the 
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city  of  Pliiladelpliia,  also  opposed  to  the  reniova/  of  the  du- 
posites. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  similar  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  tlie 
citizens  of  Madison  coanty,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Waggamun  presented  the  resoliHions  and  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  merchants  of  New  Orleans,  also  opposed  to  tiie 
removal  of  the  dcpositea. 

Mr.  Mangum  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  250  citizens  of 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  of  a  similar  character  to  the  above; 
he  totaled  that  the  voters  of  the  place  were  about  450. 

All  the  above  memotials,  resolutions,  &c.  were  read,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  tinaUce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  reported  the  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  tlie  pay 
of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  army  of  the  U.  Stales, 
witliout  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  aririy  of 
the  U.  States,  for  the  year  1834,  was  taken  up,  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance- 
Mr.  Kirig  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repairs 
of  the  military  road  to  Mars  Hill,  in  Maine,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill  to  continue  for  a 
limited  time  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wright)  had  expressed  a  wish  to  say  something  on  this  subject, 
and  as  the  senator  from  S.Carolina  also  wished  to  say  Eome- 
thing  on  it,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  thus 
give  the  other  senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Talbnadge)  an  op- 
portunity of  continuing  his  remarks  on  the  other  special  order, 
the  removal  of  the  deposilcs.  He  would  make  this  motion  now, 
at  the  same  time  giving  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  bill  at 
an  early  hour  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  second  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance,  and  the  resolutions  ol- 
fered  by  Mr.  Clay;  when — 

Mr.  Tallmage  resumed  his  observations  commenced  last 
week,  in  defence  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  power  exercised  by  the  executive,  and  continued 
until  near  5  o'clock,  when  he  concluded, 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  adjourned. 

-MarcASO.  The  c/iair  communicated  a  report  from  the  war 
department,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Army  Register  for  1834. 

Various  memorials,  petitions  and  reports,  were  presented  and 
made,  on  private  claims,  and  referred  and  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the  senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  his  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  coniiiiue,  (or 
a  limited  time,  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slate.-; 
when 

Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Leig/i  successively  address- 
ed the  senate  on  the  subject,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  14.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  day  was  given 
up  to  the  consideration  of  private  or  local  business,  and  a  large 
number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  were  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  or  passed. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the 
subject  of  the  deposites,  being  the  unfini-shed  business  of  tlie 
morning — 

Mr.  Burses  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution,  and  continued  to  speak  for  some  time,  though 
in  a  state  of  indisposition,  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  to-mor- 
row. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  then  considered,  amended 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — when  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  15.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  respect- 
ins  the  public  deposites,  was  taken  up. 

The  speaker  informed  the  house  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Surges,  stating  that  he  was  prevented  by  indisposiiion 
from  attending  the  house  to  day,  and  requesting  that  the  consi 
deration  on  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  further  considera 
tion  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  till  Monday.     : 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
purchase  of  certain  books,  for  the  use  of  the  new  members,  the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  for  the  purchase  of  additional  copies  of  Gales  St 
Se.^ion's  debates,  whioh  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  after  an  animated  deliaie,  which  lasted  till 
near  4  o'clock,  in  which  several  gentlemen  took  part,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  17.  The  consideration  of  the  Virginia  reso- 
lutions on  the  removal  of  the  df-posiies  being  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  the  morning,  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  S.  C.  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.  waived  his 
right,  in  order  to  allow  the  presentation  of  memorials. 

Memorials  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  were 


then  presented  by  the  following  persons: 

By  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine,  from  inhabitants  of  Eastport;  by    

Mr.  Euans,  from  inhabitants  of  Lubec,  Maine;  by  Mr.  Gorham,    unsatisfactory.     He  closed  at  half  past  three  o'clock 
from  nearly  7,000  citizens  of  Boston,  all  of  them  voters  in  that  I  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney  the  house  adjourned 


city;  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  from  6,207  citizens  of  Worcester,  MafSH.; 
by  Mr.  Everett,  of  Veimont,  (ioin  dt legates  from  all  the  towns 
of  Windham  county  in  that  kitale;  and  by  Mr. /^i7//nore,  from 
729  citizens  of  Unffalo,  New  York,  all  piaying  for  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  which  were  severally  r(  ad,  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr. 
Adams  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  Massachusetts  legisla- 
ture, also  disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
applying  to  congress  (or  relief.  On  presenting  them  Mr.  A. 
went  very  much  at  length  into  an  explanation  and  commentary 
on  the  several  resolutions,  which  he  read  in  succession,  and 
moved  that  they  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  that  hia 
motion  and  the  resolutions,  for  the  present,  lie  on  the  table. 
He  withdrew  his  last  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Polk,  who  replied  to  Mr.  A.  in  defence  of  the  adminig- 
Iration.     Mr.  A.  made  a  brief  response. 

Alter  several  other  petiiitions  on  various  subjects  bad  been 
presented  and  disposed  of,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  18.  Mr.  Binney  reported  a  bill  to  remit  the 
duty  on  hicomotive  engines  heretofore  reported,  and  to  allow 
their  future  importation  duty  free. 

Mr.  Leavilt  reported  a  hill  appropriating  150,000  acre?  of  land, 
in  addition  to  the  quantity  heretolbre  appropriated,  for  the  sa- 
ti.-<(actioii  of  bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Jo/msoji  reported  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  an  ar- 
mory on  the  western  waters. 
The  above  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  tiie  U.  States, 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  extending  the  term  allowed  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  under  the  late  treaty  with  Naples; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Pi«c/cjiey  obtained  leave,  and  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  documents  eommimicated  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  tiade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  llico,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  commerce;  and  th.il  said  commiltee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  discriminating  duties  referred  to 
by  the  president  in  his  message,  and  into  the  expediency  of 
adopting  conntervailing  measures,  for  ihe  protection  of  Ameri- 
can nicrchants  and  ship  owners.     Agreed  to. 

IMii'  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Mardis,  of  Alabama;  when 

Mr.  Burges  took  the  floor  and  continued  his  ppeech  in  oppo- 
sition thereto,  until  one  o'clock,  when  he  sn>pended  his  re- 
marks: and  the  sjietiker  annonnced  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  lesolulions  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
incaiiR  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  same;  when 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  would  now  proceed  lo  offer  some  observa- 
tions to  the  house,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  desir- 
ed lo  speak. 
Mr.  Polk  haviuo  signified  that  he  did  not  wish  to  speak, 
Mr.  Wilde  look  the  floor,  and  oflered  the  following  resolution 
as  a  subsiitnto  for  the  first  resolution  reported  from  the  coin- 
millee  of  way?  and  means: 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  removing  the  public  deposites  are  insufficient  and 
unsatitftactory. 

Mr.  Wilde,  after  speaking  nearly  three  hours,  yielded  the 
floor,  without  concluding,  to  a  motion  to  adjourn;  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  19.  Mr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  reported  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  referring  all 
claims  for  buildings  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war,  because  they  were  in  the  military  occupation  of 
the  United  States,  by  an  order  of  an  officer,  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  as  places  of  deposite,  or  as  barracks,  to  the 
third  auditor  of  the  treasury  department,  on  principles  that 
have  been  heretofore  prescribed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
claims,  and  that  they  further  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  ari.-iing 
from  the  loss  of  property  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  contract  or  employment,  and  for  horses  lost  during 
the  late  war— also,  during  the  war  with  the  Snminole  Indians; 
and  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  commanded  by  Black  Hawk, 
on  such  principles  as  have  heretotore  been  piescribed  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  explained  the  reason  why  the  commissionr-r  of 
claims  had  not  acted  on  these  cases,  which  was  understood  to 
be,  a  limitation  as  to  time  in  the  their  presentation,  and  con- 
tended that  no  such  limitation  should  be  interposed.  The  re- 
solution, was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ofMr.  Mardis' 
resolution  on  the  deposites,  when, 

Mr.  Burges  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  until  1  o'clock,  when  they  were 
again  cut  short  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  house  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, when  .    .    , 

Mr.  Wilde  again  took  the  floor,  and  concluded  a  very  animat- 
ed and  sarcastic  speech,  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  h" 
offered  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary   insufficien* 


I 
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Thursday,  March  20.  Mr.  Clay  reported  a  bill  authorising  the 
constriiction  of  rail  roads  and  canals,  through  lands  of  the  Unit 
ed  Slates. 

After  various  other  business  of  a  private  or  local  character, 
the  houi=e  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  triorning, 
which  was  the  consideration  of  Mx.  Mardis'  resolution  on  thu 
,deposites,  when 

Mr.  Surges  once  more  addressed  the  house  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  and  held  the  tloor  until  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour,  when  his  remarks  were  suspended. 

The  house  then  proceeded  at  one  o'clock,  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  viz:  the  consideration  of  tlie  report  of  the  coniinitiee 
of  ways  and  mean-;  when 

Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  at  large,  in  opposition  to  the  resolutions  with  which  the 
report  coHcludes,  and  which  it  recommends  for  adoption. 

—..►♦9  ®  »<-M.— 

BRITISH  KING'S  SPEECH. 

House  of  lords,  Tuesday  February  4. 

His  majesty  Ihisday  opened  the  sessions  of  parliament  in  per- 
son. 

At  half  past  1,  the  lord  chancellor  took  his  seat  on  the  wool- 
sack. 

His  majesty,  attended  by  the  usual  ministers  of  state,  entered 
cthe  house  at  a  quarter  after  2  o'clock.  His  majesty,  we  are 
happy  to  say  looked  very  well.  He  appeared  to  be  ia  excellent 
health. 

The  commons  having  been  summoned,  about  200  of  them, 
headed  by  the  speaker,  immediately  presented  themselves  at 
the  bar,  when  his  majesty  proceeded  to  read,  in  a  distinct  and 
audible  voice,  the  following  gracious  speech: 
My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

'^'In  calling  you  again  together  for  the  discharge  of  your  high 
-jdiitjes,  I  rely  with  entire  confidence  on  your  zeal  and  diligence, 
on  your  sincere  devotion  to  the  public  interests,  and  on  your 
firmness  in  supporting  on  its  ancient  foundations,  and  in  the 
just  distribution  of  its  powers,  the  established  constitution  of  the 
state. 

"Thesfi  qualities  eminently  distinguished  your  labors  during 
,the  last  session,  in  which  more  numerous  and  more  important 
questions  were  brought  under  the  consideration  of  parliament 
than  during  any  former  period  of  a  similar  duration. 

"Of  the  measures  which  have  in  consequence  received  the 
.sanction  of  the  legislature,  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  import- 
ant was  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  manner  in 
which  that  beneficent  measure  has  been  received  throughout 
the  British  colonies,  and  the  progress  already  made  in  carrying 
it  into  execution  by  the  legislature  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  af- 
ford just  grounds  for  anticipating  the  happiest  results. 

"Many  ntlier  important  subjects  will  still  call  for  your  most 
attentive  consideration.  The  reports  which  I  will  order  to  be 
laid  before  you  from  the  commissions  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  municipal  corporations,  into  the  administration 
and  eflects  of  the  poor  laws,  and  into  ecclesiastical  rev(iti.iues 
and  patronage  in  England  and  Wales,  cannot  fail  to  afford  you 
much  useful  information,  by  which  you  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  any  existing  defects  and 
abuses,  and  in  what  manner  the  necessary  corrections  may,  in 
due  season,  be  safely  and  beneficially  applied. 

"It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  my  policy  to  secure  to  my 
people  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  In 
this  I  have  been  much  assisted  by  the  good  understanding  which 
has  been  so  happily  established  between  my  government  and 
that  of  France;  and  the  assurance  which  I  receive  of  the  friend- 
ly disposition  of  the  other  powers  of  the  continent  give  me  con- 
fidence in  the  continued  success  of  my  endeavors. 

"I  h.ave,  however,  to  regret  that  a  final  settlement  between 
Holland  and  Belgium  has  not  yet  been  effected,  and  that  the 
civil  war  in  Portugal  still  continues.  You  may  be  assured  that  I 
shall  be  careful  and  anxious  to  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity 
which  may  afford  me  the  means  of  assisting  the  establishment  of 
a  state  of  security  and  peace  in  countries  the  interest  of  which 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  those  of  my  dominions. 

"Upon  the  death  of  the  late  kingof  Spain  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
recognize  the  accession  of  his  infant  daughter;  and  I  shall  watch 
with  the  greatest  solicitude  the  progress  of  events  which  may 
affect  a  government,  the  peaceable  settlement  of  which  is  of 
the  first  importance  to  this  country,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
tranquility  of  Europe. 

"The  peace  of  Turkey  since  the  settlement  that  was  made 
with  Mehemet  Ali,  has  not  been  interrupted;  and  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  threatened  with  any  new  danger.  It  will  be  my  ob- 
jectlo  prevent  any  change  in  the  relations  of  that  empirevvith 
other  powers,  which  might  affect  its  future  stability  and  inde- 
pendence. 
Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons: 

I  have  directed  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  bo  laid 
before  you 

They  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  the  strictest  economy, 
and  to  such  reduction  as  may  not  be  injurious  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

I  am  confident  that  I  may  rely  on  your  enlishtcned  patriot- 
ism, and  on  the  cheerful  acquiescence  of  my  people  for  supply- 
ing the  means  which  may  lie  required  to  uphold  the  honor  of 
my  crown  and  t!ie  interest  of  my  dominions. 

The  accounts  which  will  be  laid  before  you  of  the  state  of  the 
revenue,  as  compared  with  the  expenditure,  will  be  found  most 
satisfactory. 


My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

"I  have  to  lament  the  continuance  of  distress  amongst  the 
proprietors  and  occupiers  of  land,  though  in  other  respects  the 
state  of  the  country,  both  as  regards  its  internal  tranquility,  and 
its  commerce  and  manufactures,  affords  the  most  encouraging 
prospects  of  progressive  improvement. 

"The  acts  passed  in  this  last  session,  for  carrying  into  effect 
various  salutary  and  remedial  measures  in  Ireland,  are  now  in 
operation,  and  turther  improvements  may  be  expected  to  result 
from  the  commissions  which  have  been  issued  /brother  import- 
ant objects  of  inquiry. 

"1  recommend  to  you  the  early  consideration  of  such  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  tithes  in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  as 
may  extinguish  all  just  causes  of  complaint,  without  injury  to 
the  rights  and  property  of  any  class  of  my  subjects;  or  to  any 
institution  in  church  or  slate. 

"The  public  tranquillity  has  been  generally  observed,  and  Jhe 
state  of  all  the  provinces  of  Ireland  present,  upon  the  whole,  a 
much  more  favorable  appearance  than  at  any  period  during  the 
last  year.  But  I  have  seen  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and 
just  indignation,  the  countenance  of  attempts  to  excite  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country  to  demand  a  repeal  of  the  legislative  union. 
This  bond  of  our  national  strength  and  safety,  I  have  already 
declared  my  fixed  and  unalterable  resolution,  under  the  bless- 
ings of  Providence,  to  maintain  inviolate  by  all  the  means  in 
my  power.  In  support  of  this  determination,  I  cannot  doubt 
the  zealous  and  effectual  co-operation  of  my  parliament  and 
my  people. 

"To  the  practices  which  have  been  used  to  produce  disaffec- 
tion 10  the  state,  and  mutual  distrust  and  animosity  between 
the  people,  of  the  two  countries,  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which,  though  for  the  present  in 
a  great  degree  controlled  by  the  power  of  the  law,  has  been  but 
loo  perceptible  in  many  instances. 

"To  none  more  than  to  ihe  deluded  instruments  thus  perni- 
ciously excited,  is  the  continuance  of  such  a  spirit  productive 
of  the  most  ruinous  consequences,  and  the  united  and  vigorous 
exertions  of  the  loyal  and  well  affected  in  aid  of  the  govern- 
ment, are  imperiously  required  to  put  an  end  to  a  system  of  ex- 
citement and  violence,  which,  while  it  continues;  is  destruc- 
tive to  the  peace  of  society,  and  if  successful,  must  inevitably 
prove  fatal  to  the  power  and  safety  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

London,  Feb.  4.  We  have  received  by  express  the  Paris  pa- 
pers of  Sunday,  together  with  letters  from  Madrid  of  the  21st 
and  22d  ult.  The  particulars  of  M.  Dulong's  funeral,  which 
took  place  on  Saturday,  occupy  a  considerable  space  of  most 
of  the  Paris  papers.  It  appears  that  there  were  30,000  men  un- 
der arms,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  any  movement  which 
might  have  threatened  an  emeute. 

THE  WEST  INDIES. 

James  McQueen  is  the  name  of  a  well  known  writer  of  va- 
rious pamphlets  and  letters  in  behalf  of  the  West  India  proprie- 
tors, and  hostile  to  the  course  of  the  British  ministry  in  relation 
to  the  West  India  colonies.  One  of  his  recent  letters,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  emancipation  bill,  contains  a  large  amount  of 
statistical  information  with  respect  to  the  population,  progress 
and  production  of  the  islands  belonging  to  the  several  European 
powers.  Some  of  the  items  are  interesting  to  Americans,  and 
they  are  believed  to  be,  in  the  main,  accnrate. 

The  island  of  Cuba  is  first  noticed.  The  whole  value  of  the 
property  in  the  island,  in  1830,  is  put  down  at  $562,191,730. 
The  exports  of  that  year  were  $49,662,000,  and  the  consump- 
tion $50,776,900.  The  total  imports  in  1829,  were  $14,300,000, 
of  which  $4,100,000  were  received  directly  from  the  United 
States,  and  $3,200,000  indirectly.  From  all' other  sources  the 
imports  were  $7,000,000.  From  1821  to  1830,  inclusive,  the 
United  States  received  from  Cuba  upwards  of  sixty  millions  of 
dollars  in  return  for  exports,  chiefly  of  provisions.  The  annual 
amount  of  actual  produce,  bona  fide  of  the  United  States,  taken 
by  Cuba,  is  averaged  at  $8,000,000. 

Porto  RicQ  exported,  in  1830,  to  the  value  of  $3,491,805,  and 
in  1832,  $5,095,996.  About  one-half  of  the  imports  of  Ihe  island 
are  received  through  St.  Thomas.  One  half  of  all  she  exports 
is  carried  directly  to  the  United  States.  Thirty  thousand  tons 
of  shipping  owned  in  the  United  States,  nearly  one-half  of  the 
shipping  of  the  island,  were  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with 
this  country,  and  a  large  part  of  the  remaining  half,  engaged  in 
the  trade  betvv(^en  the  island  and  Spain,  also  belonged  to  Ame- 
ricans. Tfie  revenue  of  Cuba  in  1829  was  $9,150,000,  and  of 
Porto  Rico  in  1832,  $1 ,000,000. 

Hayti  presents  a  miserable  account.  The  year  1826  is  the 
last  for  which  correct  returns  have  been  found,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
(iueen  presents  some  strong  evidences  of  the  decay  of  the  island. 
The  value  of  the  produce  of  the  French  part  of  the  island,  in 
1791,  was  upwards  of£7,000,000  sterling.  In  1826  it  did  not  ex- 
ceed £1,000,000  for  the  whole  island.  In  1789  the  trade  em- 
ployed 1,700  vessels,  or  287,800  tons;  in  1822  only  947  vessels,  or 
162,693  tons  of  every  description  and  from  all  nations.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  were  from  the  United  States.  The  popula- 
tion in  1790  was  about  750,000;  in  1826  it  was  a  little  more  than 
420,000.  [Bait.  Am. 

B,\NK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

March  nth,  18.'?4. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  hoard  of  directors  held  this  day.  Mr.  Eyrfi, 
from  the  committee  on  the  offices,  presented  the  following  re- 
jiorl,  which  was  read. 
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REPORT. 

The  committee  on  the  offices  having  now  ascertained  by  an 
experience  of  several  months,  the  progress  of  the  reductions  in 
the  business  of  tlie  bank  ordered  by  tlie  board  on  tiie  8tli  of  Oc- 
tober last,  avail  themselves  of  the  monthly  returns  of  the  bank 
and  all  its  offices,  made  up  for  the  month  of  March,  to  present 
a  statement  of  those  reductions. 

The  design  of  the  board  in  directing  them  was  to  protect  the 
institution,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  paying  the  deposites  of 
the  government,  so  as  to  press  with  as  little  injury  as  possible 
on  the  community.  How  far  that  purpose  has  been  accomplish- 
ed, will  be  seen  from  the  following  detailed  statement  of  the 
amount  of  tiie  loans,  deposites,  specie  and  circulation  of  the 
bank,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1834 


1833 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 

1834. 
January  1 
February  1 
March  1 

1833. 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 

1834. 
January  1 
February  1 
March  1 

1833. 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 

1834. 
January  1 
February  1 
March  1 


Discounts. 
42,226,275  42 
41,062,813  94 
38,780,567  49 

38,609,069  46 

37,544,252  82 

.37,381,131  86 

Public  deposites. 

9,868,435  58 

8,232,311  18 

5,163,260  63 

4,230,509  63 
3,066,561  72 
2,604,233  62 


Domestic  hills. 
17,867,927  51 
16,147,790  44 
15,672,537  18 

16,302,-392  24 

17,098,720  82 
18,786,698  00 
Private  deposites. 
8,008,862  78 
7,285,041  88 
6,827,173  10 

6,734,866  06 
6,715,312  60 
7,343,129  92 


Specie. 

10,663,441  51 

10,342,160  46 

9,818,529  25 


Total. 
60,094,202  93 
57,210,604  ,38 
54,453,104  67 

54,911,461  70 
54,824,973  64 
56,167,829  86 

Total. 
17,877,298  36 
15,517,353  06 
11,989,433  73 

10,965,375  69 

9,781,874  32 

9,947,363  54 

Circulation. 

19,128,189  57 

18,518,000  .57 

18,650,912  90 


BANK  COMMITTEE  AND   MR.  TANEY. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  March  14. 
We  copy  from  the  Chronicle  of  yesterday  morning,  the  fol- 
lowing card,  Riving  one  side  of  the  account  of  the  conversation 
between  the  committee  of  the  memorialists  in  fuvor  of  the  bank 
and  Mr.  Taney. 

TO    THE    PUBLIC. 

Our  attention  having  been  directed  on  Monday,  the  10th  in- 
stant, to  an  editorial  article  in  the  Washington  Globe  of  that 
morning — we,  the  same  day,  addressed  the  annexed  note  to  Mr. 
Taney,  and  not  having  heard  from  him,  it  becomes  our  duty  to 
the  community,  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  explicitly  to  repeat, 
that  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Taney  and  us,  wav  correctly 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 


Baltimore,  12th  March,  1834. 


G.  BROWN. 

J.  W.  PATTERSON. 


10,031,237  79  19,208,379  90 

10,523,385  69  19,260,472  90 

10,385,430  15  18,523,189  00 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  from  the  1st  of 

October  to  the  1st  of  March,  the  total  reduction  in  the  line  of 

local  discounts  was  4,845,143  56 

While  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  domestic 

bills  of  918,770  49 


Making  the  total  reduction  of  loans  3,926,373  07 

During  the  same  period  the  reduction  of  the  public  deposites 

was  7,264,201  96 

And  of  the  private  deposites  665,732  86 


Making  a  total  reduction  of  deposites  of  7,929,934  82 

During  the  same  time  the  specie  of  the  bank  has  diminished 

278,002  36 
And  the  circulation  of  the  bank  605,000  57 

The  comparison  of  the  two  periods  will  be  more  obvious  from 
the  following  tabular  statement: 

Loans.  Deposites. 

October  1,  1833  60,094,202  93  17,877,298  36 

March  1,  1834  56,157,829  86  9,947,363  54 


October  1,  1833 
March  1, 1834 


3,926,373  07 

Circulation. 

19,128,189  .57 

18,523,189  00 


7,929,934  82 
Specie. 
10,663,441  51 
10,385,439  15 

278.002  36 


605,000  57 

The  general  result  of  the  operations  of  the  bank  during  the 
last  five  months  has  been — 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  loans  has  not  been,  by  upwards 
of  four  niillionaof  dollars,  as  great  as  the  reduction  of  deposites; 
and 

2d.  That  the  withdrawal  of  nearly  eight  millions  of  dollars  of 
those  funds  on  which  the  bank  had  based  its  accommodations 
to  the  community,  has  not  yet  been  followed  by  a  reduction  of 
accommodation  equal  to  one-half  the  amount  of  funds  with- 
drawn. 

3d.  That  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  Ist  of  March,  the  in- 
crease in  the  line  of  domestic  bills  amounted  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars. 

4th.  That  during  the  same  period  there  has  been  an  actual 
increase  in  the  total  loans  of  the  bank  of  1,256,368  dollars  16 
cents. 

The  committee  cannot  regret  the  smallness  of  this  reduction 
during  the  last  five  months,  nor  even  the  actual  increase  of  its 
loans  since  the  1st  of  January;  because  both  have  arisen  from 
the  strong  desire  of  the  bank  to  give  every  relief  to  the  commu- 
nity consistent  with  its  own  safety.  But  they  cannot  forbear  to 
express  their  deliberate  conviction  that  these  reductions  are 
much  less  than  are  required  for  its  security  during  the  present 
unsettled  state  of  the  currency;  that  it  has  now  become  the  du- 
ty of  the  bank,  gently  but  steadily,  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
the  claims  upon  it  by  continuing  to  lessen  its  business. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Newkirk,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  as  much  misapprehension  appears  to  exist 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  loans 
of  the  bank  since  the  removal  of  the  government  deposites,  the 
foregoing  report  be  published  for  general  information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  S.  JAUDON,  ca»/a#r. 


Baltimore,  10th  March,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  (Mr.  Gaither  being  absent)  the  members  of 
the  Baltimore  committee,  who  had  the  interview  with  you,  and 
responsible  for  that  part  of  the  report  n>ade  at  a  public  meeting 
on  the  5th  inst.  having  seen  by  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  that 
the  editor  of  that  paper  asserts  that  he  has  your  authority  for 
saying  that  that  part  of  the  report  which  refers  to  our  conversa- 
tion with  you  is  a  misrepresentation,  we  deem  it  necessary  to 
ask  of  you  whether  the  editor  had  your  authority  for  his  asser- 
tion.   We  are  respectfully  yours, 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 
GEO.  BROWN. 
J.  W.  PATTERSON. 
To  R.  B.  Tajier/.esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington. 
It  strikes  us  that  the  committee  were  rather  hasty  in  publish- 
ing this  letter.     It  was  written,  it  seems,  on  the  lOth  instant, 
and  could  not  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Taney  before  the  11th. 
Had  he  been  entirely  disengaged,  he  could  not  have  answered 
it  before  the  12th.     But  with  the  multifarious  duties  he  has  to 
perform,  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they  should  be 
laid  aside  to  attend  immediately  to  such  a  matter.    And  yet, 
because  the  answer  was  not  received  by  the  return  mail,  they 
seem  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  none  was  to  be  expected. 
It  is  a  trite  saying  that  one  story  is  good  until  another  is  told. 
And  here  follows  the  answer.    The  public  have  now  the  whole 
matter  before  them,  and  will  decide  according  to  the  evidence 
of  the  case. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Republican. 

March  13,  1834. 
Sir — I  transmit  to  you  for  publication  a  letter  which  I  receiv- 
ed the  day  before  yesterday  from  Mr.  Taney.  Understanding 
yesterd.iy  that  a  portion  of  tiie  committee  that  recently  visited 
Washington,  had  addressed  a  note  to  him  in  relation  to  an  edi- 
torial paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Globe,  I  had  determin- 
ed not  to  publish  the  letter  at  present;  but  the  card  of  Messrs. 
Crawford,  Brown  and  Pattert'on,  in  the  Chronicle  of  this  morn- 
ing, appears  to  me  to  render  its  publication  proper.  I  therefore 
avail  myself  of  the  authority  which  the  letter  gives,  and  desire 
you  to  insert  it  in  to-morrow's  Republican,  with  the  request 
that  the  editors  of  other  papers  who  may  have  published  the 
card  of  those  gentlemen,  will  republish  from  the  Republican  Mr. 
Taney's  letter.    \ery  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  3.  HEATH. 

Washington,  March  10,  1834. 

My  dear  sir:  I  have  read  with  much  surprise  the  report 
made  by  the  committee  to  the  meeting  at  Monument  Square, 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the  5th  instant.  The  report  does 
me  great  injustice,  and  does  not  present  the  opinions  which  f 
expressed  to  the  members  of  the  committee  with  whom  I  con- 
versed. 

I  must  begin  by  observing  that  Mr.  Birckhead,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr. 
Graham  and  Mr.  Howell,  whose  names  are  signed  to  the  report 
were  not  present  at  any  part  of  the  conversation,  and  can  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  any  thing  that  was  said.  I  did  not 
see  either  of  them  while  they  were  in  Washington.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson came  in  near  the  close  of  the  interview,  and  was  in  the 
room  but  .i  few  minutes. 

The  only  persons  who  were  present  throughout  the  conver- 
sation were  Messrs.  Brown,  Crawford  and  Gaither.  My  ac- 
quaintance with  the  tw^o  latter  was  a  very  slight  one.  But  cir- 
cumstances had  often  brought  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  together 
while  I  lived  in  Baltimore,  and  we  had,  for  several  years  past, 
been  on  terms  of  familiar  and  friendly  acquaintance.  He  intro- 
duced the  conversation  soon  after  they  came  into  the  room  by 
giving  me  to  understand  that  they  had  called  on  me  as  members 
of  the  committee,  and  that  they  wished  a  free  and  friendly  con- 
versation with  me,  not  only  in  my  official  character,  but  as  a 
citizen  of  Baltimore,  and  as  one  who  could  not  be  indifiTerent  to 
the  welfare  of  a  community  of  which  I  had  so  long  been  a  mem- 
ber. It  never  entered  my  mind  that  a  conversation  so  invited 
by  Mr.  Brown  was  designed  for  publication;  much  less  that  de- 
tached expressions  were  to  be  selected  separating  them  from 
the  connecting  observations,  so  as  to  create  an  impression  en- 
tirely different  from  the  one  I  intended  to  convey. 

The  common  principles  of  fair  dealing  between  man  and  man 
would  seem  to  require  that  when  such  a  design  was  entertain- 
ed, I  should  have  been  warned  of  the  intention,  in  order  that 
others  might  be  present  to  bear  what  passed,  as  well  as  the  per- 
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60BS,  who,  it  now  seems,  were  secretly  awaiting  some  phrase 
or  expression  which  they  miglit  note  down  and  publish  to  do 
uie  injury. 

Tlie  conversation  was  chiefly  carried  on  between  Mr.  Brown 
and  myself.  The  others  occasionally  took  part  in  it.  He  re- 
probated the  conduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  State.s  in  strong 
terms.  He  said  thatilliad  ahused  its  powers  by  wilfully  op- 
pressing the  community,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  rechartered 
«)n  any  tetins.  He  admitted  thai  the  depositcs  ought  not  to  be 
restored,  and  that  the  restoration  would  not  relieve  the  pressure 
which  he  stated  to  exist.  But  he  and  the  other  persons  present 
with  him  drew  a  strong  picture  of  the  distress  in  Baltimore,  and 
represented  that  the  commercial  community  there  was  in  dan- 
ger of  general  bankruptcy  unless  something  was  done  by  the  go- 
vernment to  relieve  it.  His  plan  of  relief  was  a  new  hank,  and 
he  left  with  me  a  draught  of  his  project.  He  urged  me  to  con- 
sider it,  saying  it  was  the  plan  of  one  of  my  friends,  in  whom 
lie  knew  I  had  much  confidence.     But  he  did  not  name  him. 

In  reply  to  these  statements  [  told  them  that  I  was  opposed 
to  the  recharter  of  the  present  bank  on  any  terms — and  that  if 
it  succeeded  in  its  presimt  attempt  to  coerce  the  renewal  of  its 
charter,  the  government  of  the  couuiiy  would,  in  effect,  be  sur- 
rendered into  the  hands  of  a  money  corpoiation — that  I  was 
opposed  to  any  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  believed  such  an 
institution  wholly  unnecessary — that  the  state  banks,  I  had  no 
doubt,  were  fully  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  rtscal  agents 
— and  that  notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  embarrass  their  opera- 
lions  and  to  discredit  them,  I  had  found  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
on  the  operations  of  the  treasury,  and  placing  money  wherever 
it  was  needed  for  public  use — and  that  I  was  satisfied  they 
would  be  able  to  afford  all  the  facilities  in  the  domestic  ex- 
changes which  the  ititerest  of  the  country  reqtiired,  and  upon 
terms  as  favorable  as  any  bank  of  the  United  States — that  the 
pressure,  of  which  they  had  spoken,  had  been  designedly  creat- 
ed by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  compel- 
ling the  people  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  the  bank — but  it  was 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  panic  which  had  been  got  up  to  aid 
the  bank  in  its  attempts  to  bring  distress  and  ruin  on  tlie  coun- 
try— that  the  newspapers  in  the  commercial  cities,  which  were 
understood  to  belong  to  the  bank,  or  to  be  under  its  control, 
had  teemed,  for  months  past,  with  groundless  reports  of  fai- 
lures, and  bankruptcies,  and  predictions  of  the  approaching 
ruin  of  the  mercantile  community,  and  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  by  the  state  banks — that  the  merchants  themselves 
had,  by  their  own  conduct,  and  meetings,  and  resolutions,  and 
deputations  to  Washington,  contributed  greatly  to  increase  the 
excitement  and  alarm,  and  by  that  means  disabled  the  state 
banks  from  loaning  as  freely  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done 
— that  if  the  mercantile  community  of  a  commercial  city  chose 
to  proclaim  itself  on  the  ev(!  of  bankruptcy,  every  body  would 
naturally  believe  them,  and  be  unwilling  to  trust  thciii,  and  that 
embarrassment  and  diistrcss  would  unavoidably  follow  (he  de- 
struction of  credit. 

That  if  they  expected  to  drive  the  administration  from  its 
course  by  such  measures  they  were  mistaken,  that  the  govern- 
ment was  not  responsible  for  evils  wiiich  merchants,  or  any 
other  class  of  individuals  voluntarily  brought  on  themselves  for 
political  party  purposes;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  to  change 
its  course  on  that  account.  And  if  by  persisting  in  fostering 
the  alarm  they  had  excited,  and  increasing  the  panic,  they 
should  produce  the  general  ruin  whicli  they  said  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  city,  it  would  not  change  the  measures  of  the  admi- 
nistration— that  the  evil  would  be  the  work  of  their  own  hands 
for  which  the  government  was  in  no  degree  respor.sible;  that  it 
was  in  their  own  power  to  produce  or  avert  it,  and  they  could 
not  justly  charge,  upon  the  government,  the  evils  which  they 
themselves  should  voluntarily  occasion. 

I  do  not  profess  to  give  you  the  whole  conversation  between 
lis  which  lasted  more  than  half  an  hour.  But  I  give  the  opi- 
nions distinctly  stated  by  me,  to  which  the  pasi^a-ies  mentioned 
in  the  report,  (if  I  used  such  expressions)  must  have  had  refer- 
ence. 

I  cannot  undertake  to  say  whether  I  did  or  did  not  use  the  words 
imputed  to  me.  But,  if  they  were  used,  they  were  applied  to 
the  general  ruin  which  the  mercantile  community  should  wil- 
fully bring  on  itself  by  creating  a  panic  for  party  purposes.  The 
committee  have  reported  my  language,  as  if  I  had  expressed  a 
cold  and  callous  indifference  to  the  sufferings  of  Baltimore. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unjust.  I  was  endeavoring  to  impress 
upon  them  the  folly  of  co  operating  with  the  bank  in  exciting 
4in  alarin  for  political  objects,  and  ruining  the  credit  of  their 
whole  community  to  give  political  power  to  the  bank.  I  wished 
to  satisfy  them,  that  while  it  endangered  the  happiness  and  com- 
fort of  innumerable  industrious  and  valuable  citizens,  it  would 
fail  to  produce  the  political  object  it  was  intended  to  accomplish. 
To  you,  my  dear  sir,  this  explanation  is,  I  know,  unnecessa- 
ry. You  have  often  heard  me  express  my  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  at  once  see  the  unjustifiable  use  made  by  the 
corocrittce,  of  certain  expressions,  which  they  say  I  used.  But 
I  am  not  willing  to  be  misrepresented  to  the  people  of  Ralii 
more.  And  in  a  comiTiunity  in  which  f  lived  so  long,  and 
where  nry  principles,  feelings  and  opinions  are  so  well  known, 
I  trust  that  not  even  the  sanction  of  the  names  attached  to  ijie 
report  can  persuade  the  people  that  I  could  express  iliat  henrt 
Jess  indifference  to  their  sufferings  which  this  report  imputes 
to  me. 

As  1  have  already  said  four  of  those  whose  names  are  signed 
jto  the  report  never  heard  a  word  of  the  conversatiou  ailuded 


to,  and  I  did  not  even  see  them  while  they  were  in  Washing- 
ton, and  one  of  the  others  heard  but  a  small  portion  of  it.  And 
without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  niiiers,  i  nuist  say  that  I  aua 
as  well  known  to  the  people  of  Baltimore,  as  the  four  gentle- 
men who  were  present  at  the  conversatioti,  and  I  am  willing  to 
leave  it  to  the  community  in  which  we  have  all  lived,  to  de- 
cide from  their  knowledge  of  us,  whether  more  syn»pathy 
would  be  likely  to  be  felt  for  the  sufferings  of  our  citizens  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Patterson,  Mr.  George  Brown,  Mr.  George  R.  Gai- 
ther  and  Mr.  Wm.  Crawford,  jr.  than  by  myself— and  whether 
either  of  these  four  gentlemen  would  be  expected  or  disposed 
to  make  greater  personal  sacrifices  to  alleviate  and  relieve  them 
than  I  would. 

I  commit  this  letter  to  your  friendship  and  discretion.  Use 
it  as  you  think  right  to  vindicate  me  from  the  unjust  imputa- 
tions contained  in  the  report. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your  friend  and 
obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANEY. 

Ujiton  S.  Heath,  esq.  Baltimore. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  more  of  my 
conversation  with  the  committee,  than  was  required  to  vindi- 
cate myself  against  an  imputation  calculated  to  do  me  personal 
injury  with  the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  But  it  must  not  be  under- 
stood that  I  admit  that  my  opinions  are  given  in  the  report 
with  ordinary  fairness  in  other  respects.  On  the  contrary,  the 
conversation  is  garbled  by  the  committee  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  misrepresent  me  most  grossly  in  other  instances,  in  which 
they  profess  to  give  the  opinions  1  expressed  to  them. 

R.  B.  TANEY. 


From  the  Baltimore  Patriot  of  March  18. 

A    CARD. 

It  is  with  regret  I  find  myself  compelled  to  appear  before  the 
public,  to  shew  the  injustice  done  me  in  the  letter  of  Pi,.  B.  Tji- 
ney,  esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  date  of  the  10th  inst. 
addressed  to  U.  6.  Heath,  esq.  and  published  in  the  Baltimore 
Republican  of  the  13th  inst. 

ftlr.  Taney  says,  that  1  "reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  in  strong  terms,  said  that  it  had  abused  its 
power  by  wilfully  oppressing  the  community,  and  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  rechartered  on  any  terms,  that  I  admitted  the  depo- 
sites  ought  not  to  be  restored,  and  that  the  restoration  would 
not  relieve  the  pressure." 

How  he  could  have  so  entirely  misunderstood  my  expressions 
in  regard  to  the  bank,  I  cannot  conceive,  never  having  enter- 
tained them;  such  a  view  expressed  by  me  would  have  been 
completely  at  variance  with  the  object  of  my  visit  to  Washing- 
ton; and  with  the  sentiments  I  still  entertain.  Mr.  Taney 
would  be  correct  in  saying,  that  I  admitted  there  were  objec- 
tions to  the  present  bank  charter,  and  I  admit  that  1  also  said  it 
might  be  questionable,  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  direct 
the  immediate  change  of  the  public  money  now  deposited  in 
the  state  banks;  hut  I  gave  it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  if  the 
public  revenue  were  in  future  deposited  in  the  United  States 
bank,  it  would  restore  confidence  and  relieve  the  public  dis- 
tress. The  views  I  intended  to  convey  were  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a  renewal  of  the  present  bank,  or  the  establishment  of  a  new 
bank  with  a  modified  charter,  and  I  left  with  Mr.  Young,  his 
chief  clerk,  an  outline  of  such  a  bank  as  would,  in  my  opinion, 
remove  many  of  the  objections  now  entertained  against  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  requested  him  at  his  leisure  to  look  at  it. 

For  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  I  confidently  appeal  to 
the  other  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the  time  and  heard 
the  whole  conversation.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  need 
scarcely  add,  that  nothing  was  stated  in  the  report  as  regarded 
Mr.  Taney,  but  what  was  deemed  necessary  to  show  his  decid- 
ed determination  against  the  object  of  the  mission,  and  that  his 
views  were  no  further  detailed  than  were  considered  necessary 
to  the  discharge  of  a  public  duty.  GEO.  BROWN. 

Ballimorc,  March  18,  1834. 

In  corroboration  of  the  correctness  of  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  as  a  proof  that  he  never  could  have  expressed 
himself  as  represented  by  Mr.  Taney,  we  also  publish  the  letter 
of  Mr.  B.  as  president  of  the  Mechanics'  bank  of  Baltimore,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  U.  S.  bank; 
which  must  satisfy  every  one  that  Mr.  B.  never  did  approve  of 
the  removal,  and  never  could  have  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  expressed  by  Mr.  Taney, 

Mechanics^  bank  of  Baltimore,  3\st  July,  1833. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  30th,  stating  that  you  have  beenappoint- 
to  confer  with  such  slate  banks  as  you  may  think  proper,  in  re- 
lation to  the  future  deposite  and  distribution  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  inquiring  whether  this  bank  is  desirous  of  undertaking 
the  business  of  the  government  as  now  transacted  by  the  branch 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  has  been  submitted  to  our  board  of 
directors, 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that,  although  grati- 
fied at  being  considered  worthy  of  so  high  and  important  a  trust, 
we  are  uiiwilling  to  assume  it. 

Our  capital  is  not  large,  and  we  find  that  all  our  means  and 
resources  are  actively  and  profitably  occupied.  We  are  apjire- 
hensive  that  the  faoiluies  and  accommodations  which  govern- 
inciit  will  require  in  the  prompt  payment  and  transmission  to 
(IKfctrpni  quarters  of  large  sums,  &.c.  &c.  could  not  always  he 
atlorded  by  a  stale  bank,  without  much  embarrassment  and 
difficulty.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BROWN,  presH. 
Jlm09  Kendall,  esq. 
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MR.  McKIM  AND  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Fro<)n  the  Baltimore  Repu1)lican  of  March  17. 

TO  MY  FELLOW  CITIZENS  OF  THE  5TII  CONORESSION AL  DISTRICT. 

The  great  principle  upon  vvliicli  eveiy  roprejjcntativc  in  this 
free  government  is  bound  to  liis  consiituenis  hy  a  responsibility 
to  tlieni,  for  tlie  purity  of  liis  motives,  and  the  integrity  of  his 
public  course  (directed  by  their  inier(!Sts  and  instruction)  brings 
your  representative  before  you,  for  justification  or  condemna- 
tion of  that  course,  under  circumstances  of  unusual  provocation 
and  neces>ity. 

It  must  be  known  to  all  of  you,  that  I  have  been  wantonly 
assailed  by  a  committee  opposed  to  the  present  administration 
of  the  government  deputed  in  a  great  part,  from  a  neighboring 
congressional  district,  and  that  at  a  pul)lic  meeting  convened 
without  the  limits  of  my  district,  upon  the  report  of  this  same 
<}ommitt€e,  without  even  the  means  or  opportunity  of  a  hearing 
on  the  part  of  myself  or  friends,  that  meeting  has  pronounced 
nie  subservient  and  unfit  to  be  the  representative  o(  a  free  and 
enlightened  people.  This  denunciation  it  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived, affects  you  as  well  as  myself,  and  if  they  generously 
concede  to  you,  the  same  measure  of  light  and  freedom  of  which 
they  boast  themselves,  it  will  follow  that,  [  am  not  worthy  of 
■the  higii  relations  in  which  I  am  placed  to  you,  and  that  the 
judgment  pronounced  on  me  is  just,  provided  the  fads  and 'pre- 
mises u^ou  which  they  are  based  are  true;  and  here  you  have 
precisely  the  issue  between  these  gentlemen  and  myself,  as  it  is 
my  intention  to  show  to  you,  that  where  they  even  staled  any 
thing  that  approached  the  truth,  they  have  managed  to  distort 
4t,and  that  in  other  instances,  they  have  stated  what  is  entirely 
unfounded. 

In  this  appeal  of  necessity  and  self-defence  on  my  p.irt,  I 
make  no  claim  upon  your  known  generosity.  I  appeal  to  a  loftier 
.and  more  moral  feeling — your  sense  of  justice;  and  upon  the 
«.t»leiuent  of  facts  I  shall  now  lay  before  you,  compared  with 
their  own  report  upon  the  subject,  decide,  between  these  gen- 
tlemen and  your  representative.     I  was  elected  by  you,  as  a 
friend  of  the  administration  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  as  an  oppo- 
nent of  the  existing  bank  of  the  United  Slates.     It  cannot  be 
assumed,  that  this  was  unknown  to  any  of  those  gentlemen.    It 
j»nust  likewise  be  borne  in  mind,  that  I  had  the  strongest  indi- 
cation of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  by  the  vote  of  a  meeting 
in  my  district,  coiivened  without  regard  of  party,  approving  the 
course  of  the  administration  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  Ihc  United  States.     All  this  was  matter  of 
publicity  in  Baltimore;  none  of  the  committee  were  ignorant  of 
it;  and  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  their  arrival  in  Washington 
was  through  Mr.  John  B.  Howell,  who  with  his  friend  Mr.  Shel- 
ton,  from  Cuba,  on  Monday  evening  the  10th  February,  called 
to  see  me  at  my  room,  Gadsby's  hotel,  and  were  received  in  the 
room  in  which  the  ladies  of  my  family  and  myself  were.     After 
the  usual  salutations  and  inquiries,  I  asked  Mr.  Howell,  if  the 
committee  from  Baltimore  had  arrived:  he  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative and  said,  that  he  wished  to  confer  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  presenting  the  memorial.     I  told  him,  that  as  the 
$:reater  portion  of  th«  signers  to  the  memorial  resided  in  the 
district  represented  by  Mr.  Heath,  it  might  be  deemed  improper 
on  my  part  to  present  it,  particularly  as  I  understood  that  Mr. 
Heath  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  memorialists  and  would 
support  thtfm,  and  that  as  I  believed  a  majority  of  my  constitu- 
ents were  opposed  to  the  bank,  I  could  not  give  it  my  support; 
yet,  if  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member,  wished  me  to 
present  the  memorial,  I  should  certainly  do  so;  that  I  should 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  to  the  house,  on  presenting  the  memorial, 
that  the  signers  were  respectable  and  incapable  of  stating  any 
thing,  but  what  they  believed  to  be  true;  that  I  could  not  in  dis- 
charging what  I  considered  to  be  my  duty,  give  the  memorial 
my  support.     At  this  Mr.  Howell  seemed  to  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised, under  an  impression,  on  his  part,  that  my  mind  had  not 
been  made  up  on  the  subject  submitted  by  the  memorial.     I  re- 
minded him  tiien,  that  my  election  had  taken  place  after  the 
order  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  by  a  majority  of 
those  opposed,  as  I  believed,  to  the  bank,  that  I  therefore  con- 
sidered myself  bound  to  carry  the  will  and  wishes  of  my  con- 
stituents into  effect;  that  I  should  be  a  traitor  to  them,  if,  hav- 
ing been  elected  to  support  the  president  and  his  administration, 
I  could  abandon  the  solemn  pledges  I  gave  to  do  so;  and  1  did 
intimate,  perhaps  warmly  too,  that  I  would  risk  my  life  and  for- 
tune rather  than  betray  the  trust  which  they  had  delegated  to 
me.    These  are,  I  am  sure,  the  sentiments  expressed  at  that 
time.     Mr.  Howell  being  an  old  friend  and  neighbor,  I  invited 
him  and  his  friend  Mr.  Shelton  (who  vva?  present,  and  as  I  pre- 
sume heard  the  conversationl,  to  dine  with  me  the  next  day; 
which  invitation  they  accepted,  and  took  their  leave. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  February  11th,  at  10  o'clock,  captain 
Graham,  the  only  member  of  the  committee  from  the  district  I 
represent, called  at  my  room,  I  received  him  as  an  old  acquaint- 
ance and  townsman,  and  invited  him  to  join  Mr.  Howell  at  din- 
aier,  which  he  declined.  He  took  occasion  to  say  to  me,  that 
a  great  many  of  those  who  had  voted  for  me  had  signed  the  me- 
morihl.  In  reply  I  reminded  him  of  the  large  meeting  which 
had  taken  place  at  White  hall  at  which  resolutions  had  been 
adopted  against  the  bank,  and  in  support  of  the  administration 
in  its  course  with  regard  to  the  deposit es.  He  appeared  to  re- 
gard this  meeting  as  of  little  importance.  I  do  not  recollect 
that  capt.  Graham  said  a  word  about  presenting  the  memorial. 
Beins  myself  under  pn'jaq:f;rnent  to  meet  the  cotnmittee  of  ways 
and  means  tliat  morning,  ai  10  o'clock,  capt.  Graham  left  mc. 


At  that  moment  Mr.  Hugh  Birckhead,  another  of  the  com- 
mittee came  into  njy  room,  said  his  visit  was  intended  for  the 
ladies,  and  while  I  remained  with  him,  not  a  word  was  said 
about  presenting  the  memorial.  1  also  riMpiested  Mr.  Birckhead 
to  dine  with  me  that  day,  but  he  said  he  was  under  a  prior  en- 
gagement. I  then  went  to  the  committee  room,  and  immedi- 
ately afterwards  into  the  house. 

Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Shelton,  dined  with  me  agreeably  to  ap- 
pointment, and  1  trust  that  I  shall  be  excused  from  relating  the 
conversation  that  passed  at  dinner.  1  am  quite  sure  liowever, 
that  there  was  nothing  said  about  the  memorial.  Mr.  Howell 
and  Mr.  Shelton  having  expressed  a  desire  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
sident, 10  o'clock  Wednesday  morning  was  appointed,  and  I 
was  to  introduce  them. 

As  during  my  absence  in  the  morning,  the  committee  had 
left  their  caid,  lor  me,  I  deemed  it  proper,  as  a  mark  of  respect, 
to  return  the  call,  on  the  same  day.  I  did  so  in  the  evening, 
and  on  calling  at  their  room,  I  found  Mr.  Crawford,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee.  This  was  the  first  time  I  had  seen 
him,  since  his  ariival  in  Washington.  Mr.  Patterson  and  capt. 
Graham,  of  the  conuniitce,  were  in  the  room,  and  gen.  Cham- 
bers and  Mr.  Maxcy,as  visiters.  The  rest  of  the  committee  were 
absent.  General  Chambers  and  Mr.  Maxcy  soon  took  leave, 
when  I  had  some  general  conversation  with  Mr.  Crawford,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  presrrit,  about  the  slate  of  the  money  mar- 
ket— but  not  a  word  to  my  recollection  was  said  by  the  chairman 
about  presenting  tiie  memorial.  Some  other  visiters  to  the  com- 
mitteee  then  came  in,  as  also  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Gailher  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  members  of  the  committee.  To  the  two  last  named  gen- 
tlemen, I  was  introduced,  and  with  them,  I  conversed  separate- 
ly on  the  subject  of  the  bank  and  the  pressure  in  the  money 
market,  but  I  do  not  recollect  a  word  being  said  about  present- 
ing the  memorial.  After  remaining  about  an  hour,  I  took  my 
leave. 

The  next  morning,  Wednesday,  12lh  February,  about  11 
o'clock,  1  went  with  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Shelton  to  the  presi- 
dent's, and  after  paying  our  respects  there,  we  visited  the  vice 
president,  and  then  went  to  the  secretary  of  state's  office.  Dur- 
ing this  ride,  a  variety  of  free  and  familiar  conversation  passed, 
and  we  returned  to  Mr.  Gadsby's.  This  terminated  all  the  in- 
tercourse I  had  with  any  members  of  the  committee,  from  their 
arrival  until  their  departure  on  Wediiiisday,  the  12lh  February, 
about  2  o'clock.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  mentioned 
the  name  of  Mr.  Bibb  in  any  manner,  to  any  member  of  the 
committee,  and  shall/or  the  present,  content  myself  with  a  posi- 
tive denial  of  that  assertion. 

This  is  the  history,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  of  what 
took  place  between  the  committee  and  myself,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  and  upon  which,  they  have  felt  themselves  au- 
thorised in  making  the  report,  which  denounces  me  aa  sub- 
servient, and  unfit  for  the  station  in  which  you  have  placed  me. 
I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  facts  before  you  at  the 
first  moment  my  official  duties  permitted  in  my  own  name,  lest 
my  silence  might  be  construed  into  an  admission  of  the  correct- 
ness of  any  part  of  that  report  which  relates  to  myself.  Of  the 
justice  and  propriety  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  public  will  now  be  able  to  judge.  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  I  utterly  deny  having  said  any  thing  to  any  member  of 
the  committee  which  could  warrant  them  to  infer  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  I  was  willing  tc?  surrender  my  own  opinions  and  in- 
dependence, or  violate  my  duty  as  a  representative,  under  the 
influence  of  official  power,  or  to  subserve  any  political  or  party 
purpose  whatsoever — and  to  those  who  know  how  little  I  could 
gain  by  such  a  course,  and  what  I  must  lose,  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  make  this  denial.  For  what  purpose  then,  some  of 
those  gentlemen  upon  the  list,  with  whom  I  never  exchanged  a 
word  upon  the  subject  of  their  mission,  have  by  their  names 
sanctioned  these  misrepresentations  of  nie,  I  leave  to  others  to 
infer,  and  to  their  sense  of  honor  to  approve  if  they  can — my  ob 
jecl  has  been  to  discharge  my  duly  according  to*ny  own  sense 
of  what  is  right,  and  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  my  immediate  constituents  and  that,  regardless 
of  consequences  to  myself.  This  was  what  I  meant  to  impress 
on  those  of  the  committee  with  whom  I  conversed  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  without  some  design  to  injure  me,  I  could  not  have  been 
otherwise  represented.  It  may  be  proper  in  conclusion  to  say, 
that  however  these  conversations  may  have  been  regarded  by 
the  members  of  the  committee  with  whom  they  were  held, 
garbled  and  distorted  as  they  have  been,  I  never  for  my  own 
part  considered  any  of  them  oflicial,  and  if  the  use  that  has 
been  made  of  them  is  conformable  to  the  moral  and  social  code 
of  this  committee,  I  am  not  yel  prepared  to  become  a  convert 
to  the  system.  ISAAC  McKIM. 

Baltimore,  I5th  March,  1834. 

P.  S.  The  editors  of  papers  who  have  published  the  report 
and  proceedings  of  the  committee,  will  please  publish  this. 
— •»«o  @  0<«"- 
UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

REPORT    OF   THE   MINORITY    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    OF    WAYS    AND 
MEANS,    SUBMITTED    BY    MR.    BINNEY. 

House  of  representatives,  March  4,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, communicating  to  the  house  his  reasons  for  removing 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  several  rnomorials  upon  the  same  subject,  sub- 
mit the  following  reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of 
llie  majority  of  that  committee: 
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The  removal  of  the  pubhc  deposiles  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
Slates  is  an  act  upon  which  the  judgment  of  the  country  has 
now  irrevocably  passed.  The  reasons  have  been  investigated 
in  botli  houses  of  congress,  and  by  the  pubhc  press,  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  may  be  fairly  deemed  impracticable  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  arguments  by  which  they  are  either  refuted  or 
sustained;  but  being  most  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  act 
of  removal  was  wholly  indefensible,  without  color  of  probable 
cause,  a  violation  of  the  bank  charter,  an  inroad  upon  the  pro- 
perty and  security  of  the  citizens,  and  upon  the  rights  of  the 
legislative  department,  the  undersi^'tied  deem  it  their  duty  to  sub- 
mit such  a  statement  as  will  record  their  personal  opinion  upon 
the  subject. 

I.  Tlie  power  of  removing  the  public  deposites  is  granted  or 
reserved  by  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter,  to  be  exercised 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  reasons  to  be  communicat- 
ed to  congress.  This  power  is  not  absolute  or  unconditional, 
in  regard  either  to  the  bank  or  to  the  country.  Absolute  and 
unconditional  power  does  not  reside  in  any  department  of  go- 
vernment. Congress  hold  their  own  power  under  the  condition 
of  conforming  to  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  re- 
straints of  limitations  contained  or  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion. They  caunot  grant  an  absolute  and  unconditional  power 
to  any  officer  of  government  for  any  purpose  of  government. 
The  broadest  discretion  they  can  give,  must  be  subject  to  the 
implied  condition  of  being  exercised  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution,  the  laws,  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice.  Above  all,  they  cannot,  in  the  absence 
of  express  declaration,  be  presumed  to  have  given  an  uncon- 
ditional power  to  an  officer  of  government  to  affect  rights  and 
privileges  conferred  or  sanctioned  by  law. 

Congress  have  not  granted  to  the  secretay  of  the  treasury  any 
power  over  the  public  deposites  that  is  inconsistent  with  these 
principles.  The  grant  or  reservation  of  power  in  the  16th  sec- 
tion of  the  charter  is  qualified  by  the  express  provision  that  the 
reasons  for  its  exercise  shall  be  immediately  reported  to  con- 
gress, and  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  concerns  all  who  may 
be  affected  by  the  act,  that  is  to  say,  the  bank,  congress  and  the 
people  especially,  who  are  vitally  interested  in  every  act  that 
invades  a  legal  or  constitutional  right. 

The  charter  is  a  contract  between  the  stockliolders  of  the 
bank  and  the  United  States,  and  all  its  clauses  must  receive 
such  an  interpretation  as  is  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
contract.  The  United  States  contracted  to  allow  to  the  bank 
the  benefit  of  receiving  and  holding  the  public  moneys,  unless 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should,  at  any  time,  see  fit  to  order 
otherwise;  in  which  case  he  should  immediately  lay  before 
congress  the  reasons  of  such  order  and  decision.  "In  considera 
tioii  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  this  act,'^ 
the  bank  contracted  to  pay,  and  did  pay  to  the  United  States 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  also  engaged  to 
perform,  and  has  performed  for  seventeen  years,  important 
duties,  in  exoneration  of  the  treasury,  at  an  expense  of  several 
hundred  tliousand  dollars  more.  The  custody  of  the  public  de- 
posites is  not  only  a  benefit,  but^  next  to  the  power  of  exclusive 
banking,  it  is  the  principle  benefit  conferred  by  the  act.  It  is  con- 
trary to  every  sound  rule  of  interpretation  that  has  ever  hereto- 
fore been  applied  to  a  contract,  or  to  a  law  regulating  a  con- 
tract, that  a  power  like  the  secretary's,  to  suspend  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  right,  for  reasons  to  be  communicated  forthwith  to 
cdngress,  should  be  deemed  an  absolute  and  unconditional 
power  as  it  regards  the  bank.  The  minority  reject  this  doc- 
trine as  utterly  irreconcilable  with  justice  or  with  law,  with 
reason,  whether  natural  or  technical,  with  the  meaning  of  the 
charter,  or  with  the  faith  of  the  nation. 

Various  suggestions  are  made  to  sustain  the  position  that  the 
exercise  of  the  secretary's  power,  whether  for  good  reasons,  or 
for  no  reasons  at  all,  determines  the  right  of  the  bank  to  the  de- 
posites, and  leaves  the  nation  free  from  all  reproach  of  violated 
faith. 

It  is  said  that  he  is  authorised  to  act,  before  he  gives  his  rea- 
sons to  congress;  and  his  act,  therefore,  has  validity,  whatever 
may  be  his  reasons.    The  efficacy  of  his  act  to  remove  the  de- 

Eosites  is  not  the  question.  Whether  his  reasons  be  good  or 
ad,  his  order  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  respected;  hut  if  he 
is  bound  to  have  g«od  reasons,  and  his  reasons  have  not  been 
good,  the  subsequent  communication  of  them  will  show  that 
his  act  was  unjust  at  the  time;  and  if  congress  do  not  rescind  it, 
they  will  sanction  the  injustice.  There  are  innumerable  in- 
stances in  which  an  order,  right  or  wrong,  must  be  respected 
when  it  is  given;  yet  when  it  is  subsequently  shown  to  have 
been  wrong,  the  injustice  is  declared,  and  the  aggressor  punish- 
ed. 

It  is  further  said  that  the  bank  has  paid  nothing  for  the  use  of 
the  deposites,  and  therefore  has  no  right  to  them  that  may  not 
be  revoked  at  pleasure,  and  that  the  bonus  and  other  expendi- 
tures in  the  public  behalf  have  been  paid  by  the  bank  for  the 
privilege  of  exclusive  banking,  and  for  the  benefit  of  having 
their  notes  received  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States.  If 
the  deposites  be  a  benefit,  (and  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt), 
the  20th  section  of  the  charter  shows  that  the  bonus  was  given 
for  that  benefit  as  much  as  for  any  other.  The  language  of  the 
section  is  general.  The  payment  is  "in  consideration  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  the  act,"  and  this 
is  one  of  them.  Whether  the  receipt  of  the  notes  in  public 
payments  is  really  a  benefit  to  the  bank,  has  been  much  doubt- 
ed.   That  it  is  a  benefit  at  all  comparable  to  that  of  having  the 


deposites,  cannot  be  maintained.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  these  notes  was  absolute  and  unlimited  in  the 
charter  of  the  first  bank,  which  did  not  pay  any  bonus  at  all;  and 
in  the  present  charter,  for  which  a  large  bonus  was.  paid,  the  en- 
gHgement  to  receive  them  is  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  congress. 
The  great  difference  in  benefit  of  the  respective  charters  of  the 
two  banks  is,  that  in  the  first  there  was  no  stipulation  for  the 
public  deposites,  and  the  bank  paid  nothing  for  its  charter; 
whereas,  in  the  present  charter,  the  case  is  otherwise  in  both 
particulars. 

Another  suggestion  to  show  that  the  power  of  the  secretary 
over  the  deposites  is  absolute  and  unconditional,  is,  that  the 
power  of  congress  to  repeal  the  guaranty  of  the  notes  is  so. 
The  difference  between  the  cases  is,  that  the  secretary  must 
have  reasons  for  his  direction,  as  the  16th  section  expressly 
declares,  whereas  the  14th  section,  in  regard  to  the  notes, 
makes  no  such  qualification  of  the  powers  of  congress. 

It  is  again  said  that  the  power  given  to  the  secretary  by  the 
16th  section  is  his  old,  or  former  power,  which  was  absolute 
and  unconditional  as  it  regarded  every  depository  with  whom 
the  public  money  was  placed,  and  therefore  the  present  power 
must  be  the  same.  If  the  power  given  by  the  16th  section  is 
the  old  power,  the  house  is  possessed  of  the  secretary's  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  of  it.  The  language  of  the  secretary's  letter  is 
as  follows:  "The  treasury  department  being  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  it  was  always  the 
duty  of  the  secretary,  in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  provi- 
sion on  the  subject,  to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was  de- 
posited in  safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agents,  and  in 
convenient  places,  ready  to  be  applied  according  to  the  wants  of 
the  government.  The  law  incorporating  the  bank  has  reserved 
to  him,  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  power  he  before  possessed. 
It  does  not  confer  upon  him  any  new  power,  but  reserves  to 
him  his  former  authority  without  any  new  limitation."  It  is 
unnecessary  to  dispute  the  position  that  the  power  in  the  16th 
section  is  the  old  power  in  this  sense;  for  the  power  in  the  16th 
section  is  not  only  admitted,  but  asserted  to  go  to  the  very  extent 
which  the  secretary  claims  for  the  old  power,  and  no  further, 
namely,  to  the  extent  that  the  safety  of  the  deposites,  and  their 
distribution  in  convenient  places,  require.  Such  a  power  is  ob 
viously  neither  absolute  nor  unconditional.  But  independent 
of  this  definition  of  his  own  power  by  the  secretary,  it  seems 
to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  committee  that  the  present 
power  is  to  be  applied  to  divest  a  right,  whereas  the  former 
power  was  exercised  over  the  possession  of  depositories  who 
had  no  right  whatever.  The  control  of  the  treasury  department 
over  the  public  moneys,  until  the  charter  of  the  present  bank, 
was  universally  a  question  between  the  treasury  and  congress; 
it  is  now  a  question  between  the  bank  and  congress. 

It  is  finally  said  that  the  power  of  the  secretary  is  absolute 
and  unconditional,  because  congress  have  given  to  him  their 
whole  power,  reserving  none  whatever  to  themselves  to  touch 
the  deposites  until  he  shall  have  restored  their  power  to  them. 
This  argument  begs  the  question  in  dispute.  The  secretary 
supposes  himself  to  be  an  independent  judge  in  this  matter, 
whereas  the  minority  suppose  that  he  is  merely  the  agent  of 
congress.  His  power  in  the  premises  is  a  part  of  their  power 
intrusted  to  him  as  their  representative.  Though  he  may  use 
it  for  sufficient  reasons,  congress  may  use  it  also  for  the  same 
reasons.  The  restraint  upon  the  exercise  of  his  power  is  im- 
posed by  the  right  of  the  bank,  and  this  is  all  the  restraint  that 
is  imposed  upon  the  right  of  congress.  If  the  bank  has  no 
right,  as  the  committee  appear  to  assert,  upon  what  ground  can 
the  right  of  congress  be  denied?  If  the  power  reserved  to  the 
secretary,  by  the  16th  section,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
old  power,  how  is  it  possible  to  deny  the  right  ofcongress  to  con- 
trol the  deposites,  under  the  charter,  ifcongress  had  any  right  to 
control  them  before  the  charter.''  It  is  worthy  of  deep  reflection, 
that  the  argument  put  forward  by  the  committee,  to  sustain  the 
secretary's  reasoning,  has  carried  them  to  the  extent  of  assert- 
ing that  congress  abandoned  the  public  treasure  to  the  secretary 
and  the  bank  beyond  the  possibility  of  recall. 

Upon  this  head  the  minority  state  their  opinion  to  the  house, 
that  the  power  of  the  secretary  over  the  deposites  in  the  bank 
depends  for  its  just  exercise  upon  the  existence  of  adequate 
causes;  that  the  bank  had  a  direct  and  immediate  interest  in 
them,  and  is  entitled  to  an  impartial  decision  upon  them;  that 
an  unjust  decision  upon  them  will  be  a  violation  of  the  charter, 
and  a  stain  upon  the  public  faith;  and  that  the  secretary's  po- 
sition, that  his  power  is  absolute  and  unconditional  in  regard 
to  the  bank,  is  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power,  instead 
of  a  just  interpretation  of  that  which  has  been  given. 

II.  In  the  execution  of  this  power,  the  secretary  was  the 
agent  of  congress,  and  not  of  the  president.  He  derived  the 
power  from  congress;  he  is  to  report  his  reasons  for  using  it  to 
congress.  The  act  of  the  secretary  in  removing  the  deposites 
is  neither  actually,  nor  by  construction,  the  act  of  the  president, 
nor  are  the  reasons  of  the  president  a  satisfaction,  either  in  ef- 
fect or  form,  of  the  requisition  on  the  secretary  to  report  his 
reasons.  Tlie  exercise  of  this  power  affects  the  public  treasure 
which  congress  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  treasure  is  the  treasure  of  the  people,  the  custody 
and  control  of  which  belonestothe  leaislatiirennd  to  the  agentM 
of  the  legislature.  The  custody  of  the  legislature  is  exclusive 
of  the  executive  department.  The  custody  of  the  bank,  a.^  the 
agent  of  the  legislature,  is  equally  exclusive.  The  power  of  the 
secretary  is,  in  like  manner,  exclusive.  The  chief  executive 
magistrate  has  no  constitutional  authority  to  raise  revenue,  or 
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to  lake  it  intchis  official  possession  when  raided,  or  tra  direct 
wlio  siiali  possess  it,  or  to  interfere  vvilli  a  direction  or  antliorily 
in  this  behalf,  proceeding  from  congress,  any  more  than  lie  pos- 
sesses auti)ority  to  direct  by  whom  the  public  money  shall  be 
used  and  consumed.  The  secretary  cannot  be  relieved  (rom 
the  duly  of  accounting  to  congress  by  any  ordi-r  ctfthe  president; 
nor  can  tlie  reisons  of  the  president  be  imposed  upon  him  as  a 
guide,  nor  be  oflVred  to  congress  as  an  excuse.  The  discretion 
whicli  is  given  by  the  charter,  is  given  to  the  secretary  alone. 
Tlie  order  of  removal  must  come  directly  from  the  secretary; 
and  if  it  came  from  the  president  alone,  it  would  be  null  and 
void. 

The  power  of  the  president  to  remove  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  no  reason  for  holding  that  the  secretary  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  president  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  con- 
ferred by  the  charter.  The  president  may  remove  the  secretary 
whether  he  performs  or  does  not  perform  his  duty.  The  legal 
power  to  do  it  is  as  perfect  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  The 
mere  existence  of  the  power  does  not  consequently  imply  the 
right  of  direction  or  control.  The  constitutional  duty  of  the 
president,  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  requires 
him  to  see  that  an  officer  to  whom  the  law  confides  a  discretion 
is  permitted  fairly  to  exercise  it.  A  law  which  confers  a  discre- 
tion upon  one  officer,  is  violated,  itistead  of  being  faithfully 
executed,  by  compelling  him  to  submit  to  the  discretion  of 
another  officer.  If  the  president  has  in  this  matter,  directly  or 
indirectly,  controlled  the  discretion  of  the  secretary,  the  law  has 
not  been  faithfully  executed,  and  his  act  has  been  a  violation 
both  of  the  law  and  of  the  constitution. 

III.  The  only  adequate  cause  for  removing  the  public  depo- 
posites,  must  be  a  cause  affecting  the  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
neys in  the  bank,  or  their  distribution  for  the  public  service. 
Such  a  cause  alone  directly  concerns  the  subject  upon  which 
the  power  is  to  be  exercised.  It  is  the  only  cause  of  which  the 
functions  of  his  office  and  his  relations  to  the  bank  authorise 
and  enable  the  secretary  to  judge,  and  which  is  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  require  immediate  action  without  a  previous  reference  to 
congress.  It  is  the  only  cause  which  would  justly  deprive  the 
bank  of  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  after  having  paid  for  it. 
It  is  the  only  cause  which  congress  could  safely  submit  to  the 
discretion  of  the  treasury,  without  abandoning  to  that  officer 
the  whole  scheme  of  public  policy  in  regard  to  a  national  bank. 

1.  A  cause  that  does  not  directly  concern  the  subject  upon 
which  the  power  is  to  be  exercised,  must  regard  the  public  mo- 
neys as  an  instrument,  and  not  as  an  object  of  the  power.  To 
comprehend  such  a  cause,  the  charter  must  be  construed  to 
give  the  secretary  an  unlimited  choice  of  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  custody  of  tlie  public  moneys;  for  as  none  are 
pointed  out  by  the  charter  but  those  of  mere  custody  and  trans- 
fer, the  instant  that  these  cease  to  be  only  objects  of  the  power, 
we  are  without  any  limitation.  Whether  the  purpose  of  the  se- 
cretary be  local  or  general,  whether  it  be  to  make  money  dear  or 
cheap,  to  regulate  or  disturb  exchanges,  to  promote  or  retard 
public  works,  to  increase  or  diminish  the  amount  of  bank  dis- 
counts, to  excite  or  counteract  political  movements,  each  and 
all  of  these  objects  must  be  within  the  discretion  of  the  secretary, 
if  any  of  them  are. 

2.  That  the  secretary  should  be  entrusted  with  a  power  ne- 
cessary to  protect  the  treasury  itself,  or  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  it,  is  reasonable.  If  the  public  moneys  are  exposed  to  dan- 
ger, he  must  first  perceive  its  approach,  and  would  be  best  able 
to  measure  its  extent.  He  also,  from  his  official  position,  must 
know  the  direction  which  public  engagements  require  to  be 
given  to  the  means  of  satisfying  them.  The  power,  which 
either  danger  or  the  public  credit  makes  necessary,  is  one  that 
does  not  admit  of  delay,  whether  congress  be  in  session  or  not. 
The  action  required,  to  be  effectual,  must  be  in  some  cases  in- 
stantaneous. The  grant  or  reservation  of  such  a  power  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  was  necessary  and  proper.  But  if  the 
public  moneys  were  to  be  made  an  instrument  for  affecting  an 
ulterior  object,  no  reason  can  be  imagined  why  the  power  of 
using  Ihem  should  be  given  to  the  secretary  rather  than  to  the 
president,  or  why  it  should  be  given  to  either  instead  of  being 
left  to  the  action  of  congress.  That  nothing  but  the  safety  and 
distribution  of  the  national  treasure  were  the  lawful  objects  of 
the  secretary's  power,  is  conclusively  shown  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  "act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,"  the 
very  moment  that  the  secretary  gave  the  order  not  to  make  the 
rieposites  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  placed  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer,  wiio  could  lawfully  make  no  disposition 
of  them,  but  to  keep  them  securely,  to  be  disbursed  according  to 
law.  A  removal  of  the  deposites  for  any  purpose,  except  to 
place  them  in  this  custody,  would  be  not  only  a  violation  of  the 
rigiits  of  the  bank,  but  of  the  functions  of  the  treasurer  as  creat- 
ed by  law. 

The  minority  are  aware  that  an  elaborate  inquiry  into  the 
history  and  practice  of  the  treasury  department  has  been  made 
by  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  position 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  the  right,  not  only  to  su- 
perintend the  collection  of  the  revenue,  but  to  direct  in  whose 
hands  it  shall  be  placed  after  it  has  been  collected,  and  for 
what  purposes  it  shall  he" placed  there.  The  minority  do  not 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  inquiry  has  sustained  the  position 
of  the  committee.  It  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  it, 
that  it  gives  to  the  secretary  a  power  which  the  law  does  not 
give  him.  The  secretary's  asserted  power  is  both  without  law 
and  against  law.  It  is  a  further  objection  to  it,  that  most  of 
the  precedents  of  treasury  practice  referred  to,  are  directions 


affecting  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which,  by  law,  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  secretary.  The  acts  of  gen.  Hamil- 
ton, the  first  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are  all  of  this  de>;cription; 
they  prove  nothing  to  the  purpose.  Ordi^rs  to  collectors  to  place 
the  duty  bonds  in  particular  banks  lor  collection,  are  strictly 
within  the  legal  authority  of  the  secretary.  More  must  be 
shown,  to  make  any  of  the  precedents  conclusive  on  the  point 
for  which  they  are  cited,  namely,  the  existence  of  a  treasury 
practice.  But  if  the  practice  were,  in  point  of  fact,  established 
no  instance  has  been  produced,  in  which  the  law  lias  sanction- 
ed it. 

The  language  of  the  16th  sec.  of  the  present  charter  expressly 
confines  the  power  of  the  secretary  to  the  making  of  an  order  or 
direction,  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  shall  not  be 
made  in  that  bank;  and  does  not  give  him  authority  to  direct 
where  they  shall  be  made,  or  recognise  such  an  authority  as  ex- 
isting in  him.  It  does  not  authorise  him  to  remove  the  deposites 
already  made  there,  or  to  select  another  place  of  deposiie.  He  is 
to  Older  or  direct  that  they  shall  not  be  made  there,  and  this  order 
is  not  to  be  executed  by  himself,  but  by  those  to  whom  the  ge- 
neral law  gives  the  custody  of  the  treasure,  when  the  place 
selected  by  congress  is  repudiated  by  the  secretary.  Nothing 
can  afford  a  stronger  argument  against  the  asserted  authority  of 
the  secretary  to  direct  in  what  place  the  public  deposites  shall 
be  made,  than  the  omission  to  describe  his  power  as  that  of  or- 
dering or  directing  them  to  be  made  in  some  other  place  or  places. 
Until  the  law  shall  give  the  power  to  the  secretary,  which  it 
probably  never  will  do,  without  regulating  its  exercise  so  aa 
to  make  it  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  the  minority  must 
be  understood  as  wholly  denying  the  efficacy  of  any  practice 
whatever  to  give  it,  in  violation  of  the  plain  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1789. 

But  if  the  treasury  practice  was  known  to  congress,  what  fol- 
lows.' What  is  the  import  of  the  provision  in  the  charter,  that 
the  public  moneys  shall  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  except  that 
the  practice  was  thought  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  therefore  was  to  be  abolished,  unless  where  that 
salety  itself  required  a  change  of  the  place  of  deposite.'  The 
question  under  consideration  is,  whether  any  thing  but  the  safe- 
ty of  those  moneys,  and  their  due  distribution,  authorised  the 
order:  and  it  is  an  extraordinary  mode  of  proving  the  secreta- 
ry's power,  to  show  a  former  practice  to  that  effect,  before  the 
charter  was  granted,  and  which  the  charter  provision  effectual- 
ly opposed. 

3.  The  removal  of  the  deposites  must  have  been  regarded  by 
the  congress  which  gave  the  charter  as  a  certain  loss  to  the 
bank.  The  bank  was  to  pay  for  them,  and  to  be  at  liberty  to 
employ  them  according  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  banks;  hold- 
ing itself  ready  to  pay,  on  demand,  whatever  should  be  requir- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by  law.  The  advantage  of 
possessing  them  was  great,  and  the  disadvantage  of  losing  them, 
after  paying  for  the  possession,  was  greater.  If  they  were  to  be 
removed  on  account  of  their  insecurity,  or  for  any  breach  of 
contract  by  the  bank,  or  to  place  them  where  the  bank  could 
not  herself  distribute  them,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  why  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  an  indemnity  to  the  bank;  but  if  they  might  be 
removed  for  other  causes,  particularly  if  removed  to  promote 
other  interests,  at  the  expense  of  the  bank,  indemnity  would 
have  been  provided,  because  it  would  incontestably  be  due. 

4.  The  decisive  reasons,  however,  against  allovving  the  se- 
cretary to  order  the  removal  for  any  other  cause,  is  that  the 
grant  of  such  a  discretion  abandons  the  bank,  as  well  as  the 
country,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  gives  him  a  sway 
over  the  nation,  which  belongs  to  no  other  than  the  legislative 
department. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  entii-e  removal  of  the  deposites 
is  fatal  to  the  bank  as  a  national  bank.  Instead  of  being  the 
bank  of  the  nation,  the  nation,  by  depositing  its  treasure  else- 
where, adopts  other  banks,  and  sets  them  up  in  opposition. 
This  is  the  certain  and  undeniable  effect  of  the  secretary's  act; 
and  if  he  had  power  to  do  this,  he  had  power  to  repeal  the  bank 
charter.  If,  indeed,  the  bank  had  disqualified  herself  for  her 
duties,  by  insolvency  or  infidelity,  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
to  secure  their  safety,  could  only  be  considered  as  a  renuncia- 
tion of  the  bank,  after  the  bank  had  renounced  the  nation;  but 
a  removal  for  other  causes,  however  honest  or  good  they  may 
be,  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  removal  to  destroy  the  bank. 

As  to  the  suggestion,  upon  which  the  committee  appear  to 
place  some  reliance,  that  safety  cannot  be  the  only  reason,  be- 
cause, in  case  of  danger,  the  removal  could  not  be  effected,  if  it 
proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that  safety  cannot  have  been  even 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  power,  because  it  was  an  unattainable 
object;  j^^id  then  it  proves  too  much. 

A  cauN^:,  then,  which  neither  concerns  the  safety  and  due 
transfer  of  the  public  moneys;  nor  is  within  the  cognizance  of 
the  secretary's  office;  nor  furnishes  a  moral  justification  for  de- 
priving the  bank  of  a  benefit  which  it  has  purchased  and  paid 
for;  nor  can  be  confided  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  an 
individual,  without  surrendering  to  him  the  established  policy 
of  the  nation,  cannot  be  such  a  cause  as  justifies  the  secretary 
in  ordering  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  because  it  can- 
not be  maintained  that  congress  meant  to  give  him  a  discretion 
to  such  an  extent. 

IV.  The  secretary's  communication  admits  that  the  public 
moneys  were  safe  in  the  bank,  and  that  in  the  transfer  of  them 
from  place  to  place,  and  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  to  the 
treasury,  which  the  law  requires,  there  was  no  ground  of  com- 
plaint whatever  against  the  bank.    These  facts  are  admitted, 
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because,  in  a  communication  which  accumulates  all  the  rea- 
sons which  have  governed  the  secretary,  there  is  no  suggestion 
of  danger  to  the  public  moneys,  or  of  infidelity  in  the  transfer  of 
them. 

V.  The  causes  which  the  secretary  has  assigned  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  might,  therefore,  if  the  preceding  propo- 
sitions are  true,  be  generally  rejected  as  insufficient  and  illegal, 
since  they  do  not  come  within  the  only  description  of  causes 
which  the  minority  hold  to  be  adequate.  They  are,  however, 
deemed  to  be  particularly  and  specially  inadequate,  and  most 
of  them  for  reasons  which  are  independent  of  any  of  the  preced- 
ing propositions.  Such  of  them  as  do  not  involve  any  disputed 
facts,  are  inadequate  in  law.  Those  which  depend  upon  such 
mattersof  fact,  are  inadequate  in  law,  and  also  in  point  of  proof. 
All  of  them  which  accuse  the  bank  of  violation  of  charter,  and 
claim  to  proceed  upon  that  ground,  are  tlienijielves  in  flagrant 
violation  of  the  chatter,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  union, 
which  enlilleihe  bank  before  the  infliction  of  any  penalty  what- 
ever, to  an  impartial  sentence  of  the  judicial  department.  Upon 
these  reasons,  the  undersigned  proceed  to  submit  the  following 
remarks: 

At  the  head  of  the  secretary's  reasons,  is  placed  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  and  corporate  powers  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1836.  This  is  a  reason  which  congress,  by  the  clear- 
est implication  in  the  charter,  have  declared  to  be  insufficient. 

1.  By  the  iSth  section,  congress  have  exacted  of  the  bank, 
whenever  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  give  the 
necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  place 
to  place  within  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  and 
for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  act;  and  also  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  and  respective  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans,  when- 
ever required  by  law,  which  requisition  was  made  in  terms  of 
unlimited  continuance,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  whole  period  of 
the  charter,  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1817.  These  provisions  of 
law  are  in  irreconcilable  hostility  with  the  notion  that,  for  the 
mere  lapse  of  time,  congress  authorised  the  secretary  to  remove 
the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  two  years  and  more  before  the 
charter  would  expire.  The  bank  cannot  give  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring and  distributing  the  public  funds  throughout  the  United 
States,  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  having  the 
funds  in  her  possession  to  transfer  and  distribute.  The  duty  is 
for  the  whole  period  of  the  charter.  The  possession  is  implied 
lor  the  same  period.  Whatever  may  be  the  discretion  of  the 
secretary  as  to  other  causes,  he  has  no  discretion  to  remove  the 
deposites  for  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  since  the  15th  section  se- 
cured to  the  public,  for  the  whole  time  of  the  charter,  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  by  the  bank. 

2.  This  cause  has  not,  and  never  had  anycontinijency  about 
it,  nor  is  the  removal  on  account  of  it,  a  remedy  for  an  unex- 
pected evil.  If  there  is  any  evil  in  permitting  the  deposites  to 
remain  in  the  bank  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  congress 
Jknew  that  the  evil  would  occur,  unless  they  should  guard  against 
it  and  yet  they  did  not  guard  against  it,  but  gave  the  bank  a  right 
to  the  "deposites  for  the  whole  time,  and  received  from  the  bank 
a  compensation  proportioned  to  that  time. 

-3,  The  cause  is  not  well  founded  in  point  of  fact.  The  char- 
ter does  not  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  Certain  of  the 
faculties  of  the  corporation  will  expire  at  that  time,  and  certain 
of  them  will  not;  and  the  very  faculties  which  will  not  expire 
are  those  whose  cessation  would  alone  give  color  to  the  remov- 
al, upon  the  ground  of  time.  The  faculty  of  retaining  the  pub- 
tic  and  private  deposites,  and  paying  them  in  such  portions  as 
may  be  required,  will  continue  after  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  in 
as  much  rigor  as  before.  The  bank  will  continue  for  two  years 
after  that  time  to  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
and  paying  deposites,  and  of  owning  and  paying  her  bank  notes 
in  circulation;  and  what  other  corporate  faculties  concern  the 
security  of  the  public  treasure? 

4.  This  cause  is  founded,  moreover,  upon  an  assumption  that 
it  would  be  the  height  of  extravagance  to  suppose  it  was  con- 
templated by  the  congress  which  incorporated  the  bank.  The 
secretary  supposes  that  the  charter,  "in  many  of  its  provisions, 
is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  that  such  a  powerful 
moneyed  monopoly  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  to  the  purity  of  our  political  institutions;"  and  that  he  is 
required  to  act  upon  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  because  he  has  no 
right  to  assume  tliat  unconstitutional  law,  and  a  law  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  will  be  renewed.  But  it  seems  to 
have  been  forgotten  that  the  question  of  removal  is  not  the 
question  of  renewal,  but  a  question  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
charter;  and,  if  this  is  the  true  question,  can  it  be  seriously  al- 
leged that  the  congress  which  passed  this  law  meant  t^")  include 
among  the  sufficient  causes  of  removal,  one  that  liep.^ndcd  on 
the  assumption  that  the  charter  was  against  the  consMtutinn.'' 
Ilad  the  charter  contained  an  express  stipulation  that  it  never 
should  be  renewed,  instead  of  its  following  as  a  consequence 
that  the  bank  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  privileges  and  benefits  |)ro- 
mised  her  up  to  the  last  moment  of  her  existence,  the  contrary 
would  have  followed,  because  the  bank  could  not  have  an  in- 
demnity for  the  wrong  in  the  terms  of  a  subsequent  charter. 

o.  It  is  attempted  to  sustain  the  propriety  of  the  removal  for 
this  cause,  upon  the  further  ground,  that  the  question  of  r*'nevv- 
al  has  been  decided  adversely  to  the  bank  by  the  last  election 
of  president.  But  what  part  of  the  charter,  or  of  any  law  of 
congress,  authorises  the  secretary  to  communicate  such  a  rea- 
son to  the  house?  Where  is  the  warrant  for  the  secretary's  in- 
etructin;;  congress  as  to  the  decision  of  the  poopln  upon  a  ni.it 


ter  of  frttilre  legislation?  By  what  channel  does  the  secretary 
maintain  an  intercourse  with  the  people  that  is  not  open  to  their 
representatives?  How  does  the  secretary  know  any  thing  as  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  which  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple do  not  better  know  themselves?  The  communication  of 
such  a  reason  to  the  representatives  of  freemen,  who  are  them- 
selves freemen,  is  without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  this  or 
any  other  representative  government.  The  alleged  fact  is, 
moreover,  an  assumption,  and  a  mere  assumption,  without 
proof,  and  without  the  means  of  proof.  It  is  a  political  infer- 
ence which  the  people  of  this  country  will  never  sustain,  until 
they  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  election  of  a  president  is  not 
the  result  of  a  preference  founded  upon  his  general  qualifica- 
tions, opinions  and  actions,  but  is  an  adoption  and  ratification 
of  his  single  will  to  any  extent  that  he  has  at  any  time  declared 
it,  and  even  when  he  may  have  declared  it  in  contrary  direc- 
tions at  different  times. 

6.  Another  suggestion  by  the  secretary,  in  connexion  with 
the  question  of  time,  is  the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  depo- 
sites, by  permitting  them  to  remain  in  the  bank  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter.  The  congress  of  1816  were  but  a  very  few 
years  removed  from  a  parallel  case  in  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment, calculated  to  put  to  flight  every  such  apprehension.  They 
had  at  that  time  before  them  the  closing  transactions  of  the  first 
bank  of  the  United  States.  They  had  seen  that  the  first  admi- 
nistration of  Mr.  Madison  (and  it  was  in  his  second  term  of  of^ 
fice  that  the  present  bank  was  chartered)  witnessed  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  public  deposites  in  that  bank  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  its  existence.  They  had  seen  that  the  then  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  had  been  in  office  for  ten 
years,  and  who  had  for  twice  ten  years  given  the  strength  of 
his  powerful  mind  to  the  investigations  of  finance,  and  of  prac- 
tical banking,  had  not  directed  a  removal  of  the  deposites  from 
any  apprehension  of  a  final  default  in  the  bank.  They  had  seen 
this,  moreever,  in  the  case  of  a  bank  whose  corporate  powers 
expired  totally  and  absolutely  on  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  so  that 
all  subsequent  operations  were  to  be  conducted  by  the  machine- 
ry of  a  trust,  and  by  no  other  means.  They  had  seen  this  bank 
expire  with  a  circulation  then  flowing  through  the  country 
greater  than  the  maximum  of  its  amount  at  any  previous  time, 
with  the  usual  extent  of  depo.-ites,  public  and  private,  in  its 
vaults;  with  nearly  all  its  canvas  of  every  kind  spread  to  the 
last  hour  of  its  voyage,  and  which  the  just  and  amicable  rela- 
tions subsisting  between  the  administration  and  the  bank  made 
it  safe  to  spread  for  the  good  of  the  country.  They  had  seen 
the  trustees  of  that  bank  pay  every  dollar  of  its  debts  instantly 
upon  demand;  and  finally,  they  had  seen  that  demand  so  much 
behind  the  ability  of  the  trustees  to  meet  it,  that  its  tardy  ap- 
proaches were  quickened  by  repeated  public  notices  to  come  in 
and  relieve  the  trust,  by  presenting  the  notes  for  payment. 
Ami  what  did  the  congress  of  1816  provide,  or  mean  to  provide, 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  same  day  in  the  career  of  the  present 
bank?  Did  they  mean  to  provide  for  an  apprehension  which 
they  knew  to  be  chimerical?  Did  they  mean  to  give  occasion 
for  actual  apprehension  and  dismay,  by  authorising  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  treasury  to  declare  that  there  was  cause  for 
them,  and  by  his  very  declaration  to  create  them?  On  the  con- 
trary, they  negative  all  such  fears  and  suppositions,  by  adding 
two  years  more  to  the  corporate  existence  of  the  bank,  for  the 
very  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  liquidate  its  aflairs  after  its  bank- 
ing powers  were  at  an  end. 

The  minority  deem  it  expedient  to  add  a  summary  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st 
March,  1811,  two  days  before  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
at  two  semi-annual  periods  after  the  expiration,  and  to  name 
the  tables  from  which  they  are  derived,  that  the  benefit  of  the 
facts  may  avail  hereafter,  if  untortnnately  they  are  to  be  lost  to 
the  country  for  all  purposes  of  present  good. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1811,  the  situation  of  the  bank  was  as 
follows: 
Notes  discounted  and  loans  ,<i^l7,759,001 

Specie  5,317,885 

Public  deposites  6,474,402 

Private  deposites  3,855,402 

Notes  in  circulation  6,070,153 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1811,  the  same  items  stood  thus: 
Notes  discounted  and  loans  14,587,134 

Specie  4.835,702 

Public  deposites  2.874,833 

Private  deposites  3,.583,586 

Notes  in  circulation  6,.'352,875 

On  the  Isr  of  September,  1811,  the  same  items  stood  thus: 
Amount  of  discounts  and  loans  7,152,786 

Specie  4,500..S27 

Public  deposites  322,.349 

Private  deposites  448,112 

Notes  in  circulation  9,9G.'^,209 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1812,  twelve  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  charier: 

Amount  of  discounts  and  loans  3,792,975 

Specie  6,116,776 

Public  deposites  81,517 

Private  deposites  223,442 

Nolcis  in  circulation  1,070,459 

It  is  unnecessary  to  suggest  the  inferences  to  vvhicli  thepe 
statements  siive  rise.  By  advprling  to  thr  ratio  which  the  ca- 
pital of  the  first  bank,  ten  millions  of  dollar?,  bearn  to  thirty-five 
millions,  lh(>  capital  of  the  present  hank,  and  by  applying  the 
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same  ratio  to  the  liabilities  and  resources  of  the  two  banks,  it 
will  be  easy  to  perceive  whether  the  case  of  the  first  bank  was, 
or  was  not,  of  a  character  to  allay  the  alleged  apprehensions  of 
the  secretary. 

7.  The  remaining  suggestion  of  the  secretary,  under  the  head 
of  time,  is  the  neces'sity  or  expediency  of  providing  the  country 
with  a  paper  currency  from  the  local  banks,  as  a  substitute  for 
that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  minority  have  understood  the  committee  to  say  that  they 
do  not  claim  for  the  secretary  a  power  to  remove  the  deposites 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  currency.  The  question  is 
what  the  secretary  has  claimed  for  himself;' and  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding  about  it,  extracts  from  his  letter  are 
given,  that  it  may  be  seen  not  only  that  the  secretary  has  claim- 
ed this  power,  but  that  the  effect  upon  the  currency  was  the 
great  public  and  political  purpose  of  the  whole  operation.  No- 
thing can  be  more  distinctly  and  literally  avowed.  "It  is  obvi- 
ous," the  secretary  says,  "that  the  interests  of  the  country 
would  not  be  promoted  by  permitting  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  continue  in  the  bank  until  its  charter  expired. 
Judging  from  the  past,  it  is  highly  probable  tiiat  they  will  always 
amount  to  several  millions  of  dollars.  It  would  evidently  pro- 
duce serious  inconvenience,  if  such  a  large  sum  were  left  in 
possession  of  the  bank  uutil  the  last  moment  of  its  existence, 
and  then  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation 
is  returning  upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  depositors 
removing  their  funds  into  other  institutions.  The  ability  of  the 
bank,  under  such  circumstances,  to  be  prompt  in  its  payments 
to  the  government,  may  be  well  doubted,  even  if  the  ultimate 
safety  of  the  deposites  could  be  relied  upon.  Besides,  the  prin- 
cipal circulating  medium  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and 
the  one  most  commonly  used  in  the  exchanges  between  distant 
places,  consists  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales 
and  its  numerous  branches.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  pre- 
sent amount  of  circulation,  or  its  sudden  depreciation  before  any 
olher  sound  and  convenient  currency  was  substituted  for  it,  would 
certainly  produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  felt  among 
all  classes  of  society." 

The  secretary  then  adverts  to  the  public  agreement  to  receive 
the  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  its  dues,  and  proceeds  as 
follows:  "But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
will  cease  on  the  third  of  March,  1836,  when  the  charter  expires; 
and  so  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  outstanding  notes  of  the 
bank  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess,  and  the 
notes  payable  at  distant  places  become  as  much  depreciated  as 
the  notes  of  local  banks.  And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  other 
currency  is  substituted  in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  the  extent  of  the  embarrassment  which  would  be  caused  by 
the  sudden  derangement  of  the  circulating  medium.  It  would  be 
too  late,  at  that  time,  to  provide  a  substitute  which  would  ward 
off  the  evil.  The  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  in  cir- 
culation on  the  second  of  September  last,  which  was  the  date 
of  the  latest  return  before  me  when  the  order  for  removal  was 
given,  amounted  to  $18,413,287  07,  scattered  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States:  and  if  a  safe  and  sound  currency  were  imme- 
diately provided,  on  the  termination  of  the  charter,  to  take  the 
place  of  these  notes,  it  would  still  require  time  to  bring  it  into  ge- 
neral use,  and  in  the  interim  the  people  would  be  subjected  to  all 
the  inconveniences  and  losses  which  necessarily  arise  from  an  un- 
sound state  of  the  currency.  The  evil  would  be  so  great,  and  the 
distress  so  general,  that  it  might  even  compel  congress,  against 
its  wishes,  to  reeharter  the  bank;  and  perhaps  more  effectu.il 
means  could  hardly  be  devised  for  insuring  the  renewal  of  the 
charier.  It  is  evident  tliat  aCstate  of  things  so  much  to  be  de- 
precated can  only  be  avoided  by  timely  preparation;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  deposites  can  only  be  justified  by  the  detern.'i- 
nation  to  renew  ihe  charter.  The  state  banks  can,  I  have  no 
doubt,  furnish  a  general  circulating  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in 
value  as  that  which  has  been  afforded  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States— probably  more  so.  For  it  is  well  known  that,  in  some 
of  the  cities,  the  branches  of  the  bank  have  been  in  the  habit, 
whenever  they  thought  proper,  of  refusing  to  honor  the  notes  of 
their  own  bank,  payable  at  other  branches,  when  they  were  not 
offered  in  discharge  of  a  debt  due  to  the  United  Slates.  But  a 
currency  founded  on  the  notes  of  state  banks  could  not  be  suddenly 
substituted  for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in  every  part 
of  the  union.  It  is  essential  that  the  chaw^e  should  be  gradual, 
and  sufficient  time  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  it  to  make  its  way  by 
the  ordinary  operations  of  commerce,  without  requiring  a  hasty 
and  violent  effort. 

"In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  to 
suffer  the  deposites  to  remain  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
until  the  close  of  its  corporate  existence.  And  as  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn  without  the  action  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, it  must  unavoidably  become  his  duty,  at  some  period  of  time, 
to  exercise  the  power  of  removal." 

These  are  literal  extracts  from  the  secretary's  letter,  and  no 
one  who  reads  them  can  doubt  that  the  secretary  claims  the 
right  to  regulate  the  currency,  and  that  he  meant  to  force  one 
kind  of  purrency  out,  and,  by  means  of  the  state  banks,  to  force 
another  kind  of  currency  into  use.  Can  any  one  who  has  read 
his  letter,  doubt  that,  if  this  power  is  denied  by  the  committee, 
they  deny  the  whole  case  of  the  secretary?  The  lever  he  has 
undertaken  to  use,  is  one  which  not  only  cannot  be  used  with- 
out changing  the  currency,  but  the  secretary  has  used  it  for  the 
express  determinate  purpose  of  producing  the  change.  But  to 
proceed  with  the  reason  itself: 


The  value  of  the  measure,  as  an  operation  of  finance,  to  ex- 
pel one  currency,  and  to  introduce  a  better,  has  been  already 
tested,  in  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  order  of 
removal.    The  discounts  of  the  bank  have  been  partially  reduc- 
ed, yet  the  circulation  of  the  bank,  instead  of  being  diminished, 
has  increased.   The  local  bank  paper,  except  for  local  purposes, 
has  generally  depreciated,  and  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  is  at  par  in  all  places  except  where  it  is  above  par.     But 
without  adverting  further  to  the  incompetency  of  the  means 
proposed  to  attain  the  end,  it  is  an  imputation  upon  the  congress 
of  1810  to  say  they  intended  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  use  any  means  whatever  for  the  attainment  of  such 
an  end.    The  avowed  purpose  of  the  secretary  is  to  change  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  to  change  it  during  the  very  time 
in  which  congress  have  made  a  diff'erent  provision  in  regard  to 
it.    The  purpose  is  to  be  effected  by  compelling  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  cease  lending,  and  by  enabling  the  deposite 
banks  to  lend;  by  compelling  the  one  to  cease  circulating  bank 
notes,  and  enabling  the  others  to  circulate  them  more  exten- 
sively.    In  fine,  by  compelling  them  all  to  give  him  indirectly 
the  management  of  banks,  without  any  law  to  warrant  it,  and 
to  surrender  it  themselves,  contrary  to  the  laws  by  which  they 
are  exclusively  entitled  to  it.     A  power  to  do  this  no  congress 
could  lawfully  give  to  a  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  no  con- 
gress therefore  should  be  presumed  to  have  given  it.     It  is  a  de- 
legation of  the  highest  powers  of  legislation,  under  the  form  of 
ministerial  agency.     If  there  is  any  legislative  power  which  de- 
mands more  circumspection  in  its  use  than  any  other,  it  is  that 
of  regulating  the  currency.    The  currency  is  the  measure  of 
value  of  every  man's  property,  of  his  contracts,  of  indemnity 
for  the  breach  of  them,  and  of  the  revenue  of  the  country;  and 
without  a  due  adjustment  of  it,  it  is  a  hopeless  effort  to  distri- 
bute in  equal  proportion  among  the  citizens  either  the  burdens 
or  advantages  of  civil  society.     A  deranged  currency  deranges 
every  institution  of  the  country  that  has  any  relation  to  proper- 
ty.    It  makes  laws,  promises,  the  verdicts  of  juries  and  the 
judgments  of  courts,  speak  unintentionally  the  language  of  false- 
iiood  or  deceit.     It  gives  a  premium  to  fraud,  and  strips  honest 
labor  of  its  scanty  earnings,  by  paying  to  it  half  of  its  just  re- 
compense in  the  false  and  coujiterfeit  name  of  the  whole.     Yet 
this  power  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  claims  to  exercise,  by 
delegation  from  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  he  has 
proceeded  to  the  exercise  of  it,  with  consequences  which  are 
now  spreading  in  a  wave  of  destruction  over  the  whole  country. 
The  secretary  claims  the  power  to  remove  the  public  deposites 
from  the  bank,  if  in  any  degree  it  tends  to  promote  the  conve- 
nience of  the  people,  that  is  to  say,  if  it  so  tends  in  his  opinion; 
and  his  opinion,  with  this  mighty  lever  of  the  public  revenue, 
is,  consequently,  to  sway  the  universal  interests  of  this  immense 
people.   And  what  are  the  direct  evidences  that  congress  meant 
to  give  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  any  such  power?   He  is  not 
by  law  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  a  single  dollar  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure.     His  hands  do  not  legally  receive  it,  and  cannot 
legally  hold  it.     His  duty  is  to  prepare  plans  for  the  manage- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  revenue,  to  prepare  estimates  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditures,  to  superintend  the  collection  of 
ihe  revenue,  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  ac- 
counts, and  to  grant  warrants  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by 
law.    The  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  against  which 
this  battery  is  directed,  he  is  bound  by  law  to  protect,  by  requir- 
ing all  public  collectors  to  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States.     The  stock  of  the  nation  in  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  he  cannot  sell,  nor  separate  their  interest,  to  the  extent 
of  seven  millions,  from  that  of  the  other  stockholders  of  tli<? 
bank.     The  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  public 
debt  must  be  made  by  and  through  the  bank,  as  commissioners 
of  loans.    The  military  pensions  must  be  paid  through  the  same 
channel.    And  thus,  while  several  permanent  laws  of  congress, 
without  any  limitation  in  point  of  time,  sustain  the  circulation 
of  the  bank,  the  relations  between  the  bank  and  the  treasury, 
and  the  control  thus  obtained  over  the  curreney  of  the  country, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  a  provisional  clause  in  the 
bank  charter,  to  order  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys 
shall  not  be  made  there,  claims  the  authority  to  break  up  the 
present  system,  and  to  substitute  another,  for  regulating  the 
currency  and  property  of  twenty-four  states,  and  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  people.   The  minority  do  not  believe  that  a  like  attempt 
has  ever  before  been  made,  with  or  without  authority,  and  all 
present  indications  are  inconceivably  deceptive,  if  the  result 
shall  not  afford  a  memorable  warning  against  the  like  attempt 
again. 

The  secretary's  plan  is  now  called  an  experiment.  The  name 
is  adopted,  because  it  would  seem  only  to  defer,  and  not  abso- 
lutely to  destroy,  the  hope  of  ultimate  safety.  It  is  adopted,  be- 
cause it  would  seem  to  make  those  who  prosecute  it  responsi- 
ble for  less,  because  they  promise  less.  But  the  change  of  nnnie 
changes  neither  the  thing  nor  the  responsibility  for  it.  If  it  be 
an  experiment,  what  law,  what  principle  of  our  civil  associa- 
tions, authorises  the  treasury  department  to  try  such  an  expiri- 
meni?  What  security  does  government  afford  to  the  property 
of  the  citizens,  if  the  "treasury  may  try  experiments  with  it?  If 
it  be  An  experiment,  what  authorised  its  trial  in  a  day  of  unusu- 
al prosperity,  and  when  the  only  rational  prayer  to  the  Civil 
Ruler  was,  "let  us  alone?"  What  justifies  its  continuance, 
when  the  first  test  that  has  been  cast  into  the  tlie  crucible  %vilh 
the  precious  materials  of  human  happiness,  has  nearly  decom- 
posed them  all,  and  thr«  atens  to  convert  them  into  poisons  that 
1  will  corrode  and  canker  the  country  to  its  very  heart?    It  is  n© 
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longer  an  experiment.  It  has  been  tried,  exposed,  and  ought  to 
be  rejected.  It  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  unless  it  would  de- 
serve the  name  of  an  experiment  to  try  whether  life  can  be  sup- 
ported without  vital  air,  or  the  laborer  and  his  children  without 
daily  bread. 

If  it  should  finally  happen,  in  the  progress  of  the  experiment, 
that  a  currency  is  created  such  as  the  secretary  anticipates, 
what  is  that  curreucy  to  be  to  the  country,  and  what  is  the  coun- 
try to  be  by  means  of  it?  This  question  may  be  answered-  by 
our  own  history,  as  it  might  be  answered  without  the  aid  of 
history.  It  is  not  to  be  a  national  currency,  nor  a  currency 
partly  local,  and  partly  national,  maintained  every  where  in 
the  condition  of  equality,  by  a  universally  pervading  influence, 
but  it  is  to  be  a  variety  of  local  currencies,  subject  to  local  in- 
fluence only.  Tile  state  banks,  and  the  state  banks  only,  are 
to  furnish  it.  I'hey  are  to  furnish  it  under  the  patronage  of  the 
treasury,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  maxims  winch  have 
been  quoted  by  the  comuiittee,  '■Hliat  the  borrower  is  the  servant 
of  the  lender,^'  and  that  "/tc  who  controls  a  bunk,  controls  the 
debtors  of  a  bank,''  maxims  which  will  be  found  to  lose  none  of 
their  force  when  state  banks  shall  feel  the  effect  of  their  posi- 
tion as  borrowers  of  the  treasury,  and  debtors  shall  feel  it  also 
as  borrowers  of  state  banks  that  are  under  the  control  of  the 
treasury. 

It  will  be  a  currency  wholly  removed  from  that  restraint 
which  a  national  institution  is  ahnie  capable  of  imposing  in  ail 
parts  ol  the  union,  that  is  to  say,  free  i'roiu  all  banking  restraint 
whatever;  for,  practically,  there  can  be  no  restraint  wliere  tliere 
is  no  general  and  pervading  power  to  enlbrce  it.  In  some,  per- 
haps 111  several,  of  the  uiurainmelled  and  independent  state 
banks,  banking  will  be  conducted  upon  judicious  principles  so 
far  as  it  regards  their  own  operations;  and  their  own  local  cur- 
rency may  continue  for  a  time  locally  sound.  But  where  shiill 
be  the  controlling  cause  that  sliall  secure  this  result,  where  the 
principles  of  banking  are  unsound,  and  where  the  desire  of 
large  protits  shall  tempt  state  banks  to  extend  their  issues  be- 
yond that  measure  which  experience  has  ascertained  to  be  the 
only  safe  and  accurate  measure?  Where  is  to  be  found  the  uni- 
versal presence  of  a  test  that  will  instantly  detect  excess,  and 
lead  to  its  detection?  That  test  is  to  be  found  in  a  national  pa- 
per, based  upon  the  precious  metals,  sustained  by  the  law  of  the 
whole  land,  received  in  payment  of  all  public  dues,  circulating 
every  where,  and  furnishing  a  standard  of  comparison  every 
where.  Where,  again,  is  to  be  found  the  necessity,  as  well  as 
the  power,  of  applying  the  corrective?  This  corrective  is  to  be 
found  in  an  institution  which  issues  that  national  paper,  and 
which,  in  self  defence,  and  in  defence  of  the  nation  also,  must 
repress  the  circulation  of  every  bank  that  does  not  provide  it 
with  the  means  of  disbursing  the  public  treasure  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  paper  that  is  really  sound,  will  be  as 
good  as  its  own,  and  will  be  received  as  such,  and  may  circu- 
late as  such.  But  if  the  paper  of  any  one  of  the  state  banks  is 
not  as  good  as  its  own,  such  an  institution  cannot  receive  it, 
because  it  cannot  account  for  it  every  where  to  government,  in 
an  equal  amount  of  its  own  paper  or  of  specie.  If  it  cannot  be 
received  by  the  national  institution,  it  must  return  to  those  who 
issue  it,  and  the  corrective  is  at  once  applied. 

The  system  of  local  banks,  of  which  those  to  be  employed  by 
the  treasury  are  to  form  a  part,  is,  therefore,  defective  in  this, 
that  their  circulation  will  be  local.  They  will  be  constantly 
endeavoring,  at  least  in  a  great  many  caies,  to  send  out  their 
paper  to  excess,  and  there  cannot  be  the  regular  application  of 
the  corrective,  that  will  as  constantly  prevent  it.  It  may  be  re- 
pressed in  some  instances,  in  an  irregular  way,  by  sound  stale 
banks:  it  may  also  be  partially  repressed  by  demands  from  other 
states;  but  the  effort  to  do  it  regularly,  will  be  without  induce 
inent,  and  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  requisite  ability.  Ex- 
cess will  creep  upon  the  country  until  it  is  universally  diffused; 
and  when  an  accidental  state  of  the  balances  shall  turn  the  ex- 
cess suddenly  back  upon  the  banks  which  have  issued  it,  dis- 
honor will  come,  and  with  it  universal  alarm  and  bankruptcy. 
This  is  the  history  of  the  past,  and  a  lesson  for  the  future.  A 
confederation  of  state  banks,  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the 
states,  is  a  scheme  which  the  minority  do  not  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  combat,  until  some  one  shall  propose  it,  and  present  its 
outlines.  An  attempt  to  regulate  the  currency  by  the  opera- 
tions of  state  banks,  through  private  compacts,  with  each  other, 
or  with  the  treasury  department,  will  probably  fail,  however 
often  repeated,  as  it  has  failed  already.  A  partnership  of  differ- 
ent corporations,  for  profit  and  loss,  or  for  mutual  guaranty, 
with  independent  boards  of  direction,  is  as  strange  a  contrivance 
for  the  security  of  stockholders,  as  it  is  for  the  control  and  re- 
gulation of  the  currency.  When  the  question  of  providing  a 
regulation  for  the  currency  shall  be  deliberately  cfjnsidered,  the 
minority  have  no  doubt  that  the  project  of  employing  state 
banks  for  national  purposes  will  be  universally  rejected  as  im- 
practicable. 

The  hope  of  obviating  all  these  difficulties  by  the  final  snbsti 
tution  of  a  metallic  currency  in  exclusion  of  bank  paper  of  eve- 
ry kind,  is  a  mere  delusion.  No  one  who  reflects  upon  the.^^ub- 
ject  at  all,  can  either  cee  how  it  is  to  be  effected,  or  what  a  is 
to  do  but  harm,  when  it  shall  be  effected.  Through  what  pro- 
cess are  the  state  banks  to  be  extinguished,  as  well  as  the  U. 
States  bank?  If  they  continue,  how  is  their  papiir  to  be  super- 
seded: If  their  paper  is  to  remain,  who  is  to  exchange  a  pro- 
duclive  capital  for  specie  to  serve  .is  currency,  when  paper, 
which  costs  nothing,  will  answer  the  same  purpose?    Who  is 


to  begin  the  traffic?  For  specie,  like  other  merchandise,  is  to 
be  bought  and  paid  for;  and  it  must  be  bought  and  paid  for  by 
something  besides  paper.  And  when  there  shall  be  a  thorough 
abolition  of  every  kind  of  paper  from  use,  how  will  the  gold  and 
silver  be  better  than  the  paper  we  have  had  hitherto,  which  gave 
us  all  the  gold  and  silver  we  wanted,  and  did  not  compel  us  to 
take  it  when  we  did  not  warn  it?  What  will  the  country  have 
gained,  and  particularly  the  industrious  and  enterprising,  who 
are  without  capital,  and  must  borrow  it  in  order  to  use  it — the 
men  by  whom  tiiis  nation  has  been  enriched  and  strengthened? 
What  will  the  industrious  and  enterprising  do,  after  a  scheme 
shall  have  succeeded,  which,  by  destroying  paper,  will  infalli- 
bly destroy  bank  credit,  and  give  to  the  man  of  capital  a  mono- 
poly of  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  country?  The  subject, 
however,  need  not  be  pursued.  There  is  a  power  in  the  neces- 
sities of  men,  which  will  baffle  all  sucli  designs,  if  they  shall  be 
seriously  entertained;  and  this  the  minority  do  not,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  apprehend.  If  bank  paper  is  not  to  be  wholly  ex- 
tinguished, but  only  diminished  by  the  substitution  of  metal  for 
the  smaller  denominations  of  notes,  this,  indeed,  is  admitted  to 
be  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  mainly  for  the  reason 
that,  in  case  of  an  unusual  call  upon  banks  for  specie,  they  may 
be  able  the  more  readily  to  repair  their  resources  from  the  chan- 
nels of  the  country.  But,  if  this  design  is  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect at  all,  it  is  demonstrable  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  na- 
tional institution  operating  with  the  public  treasure,  and  regu- 
lated by  laws  of  congress,  directed  to  the  great  constitutional 
end  of  equalizing  and  sustaining  the  currency.  State  banks 
and  their  operations  are  to  be  controlled,  and  not  the  control- 
ling power,  in  the  execution  of  such  a  design;  and,  consequent- 
ly, the  plan  of  the  secretary,  for  extending  the  power  and  circu- 
lation of  the  state  banks,  is  at  the  farthest  possible  distance  from 
the  object  of  either  extinguishing  or  diminishing  paper  currency. 

The  minority  do  not  deem  it  necussary  to  make  any  further 
remarks  upon  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the 
public  depositesj  in  order  to  prepare  a  currency  in  state  bank 
paper. 

VII.  Another  reason  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the  depo- 
sites,  is  derived  from  the  supposed  pressure  by  the  bank  upon 
its  debtors,  including  the  state  banks,  in  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  1833,  to  coerce  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 

The  miwotity  deem  it  an  act  of  indispensable  justice  to  the 
bank  to  say  that  if  reductions  have  at  any  time  pressed  with 
unnecessary  severity  upon  her  debtors,  of  which  they  have  seen 
no  evidence,  the  bank  stands  excused  before  the  world  by  the 
course  of  the  treasury  department.  The  act  of  removal  has  not 
only  been  an  act  of  declared  hostility,  but  it  has  been  preceded 
and  followed  by  all  the  customary  practices  of  embittered  war. 
The  bank  has  never  been  directly  apprised  of  any  thing  that  the 
treasury  purposed  to  carry  into  effect  against  her.  If  made 
aware  of  it,  it  has  been  through  rumors  in  the  streets,  or  hinta 
in  the  newspapers,  and  never  from  the  treasury  department  un- 
til the  moment  that  the  blow  was  given.  The  determination  to 
remove  the  deposites  has  not,  to  this  daj',  been  made  known  to 
the  bank  by  any  official  communication  from  the  treasury;  no 
evidence  certainly  of  such  a  communication  has  been  sent  to 
this  house.  An  order  of  the  26th  September,  1833,  by  the  secre- 
tary to  the  president  of  the  bank,  to  deliver  to  the  collector  at 
Philadelphia  all  bonds  to  the  United  States,  payable  on  or  after 
the  1st  of  October,  was  the  only  annunciation  to  the  bank  in 
Philadelphia;  and  this,  by  the  collector's  letter  of  the  28th, 
would  seem  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  liaiik  on  the  30th 
of  September.  Yet  it  is  now  known  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  was  a  foregone  conclusioti  a  considerable  time  before 
that. 

The  times  and  amounts  in  which  the  deposites  were  to  be 
drawn  by  the  treasury,  were  not  only  not  made  known,  but 
were  concealed  from  the  bank.  The  treasurer  had  been  for 
years  in  the  practice  of  sending  daily  lists  to  the  bank  of  every 
draught  drawn  upon  it,  stating  both  the  date  and  the  amounts, 
without  the  names  of  the  holders;  and  he  also  sent  weekly  lists 
of  the  draughts,  with  the  particulars  in  every  point.  These 
were  the  suggestions  of  amity  to  assist  the  bank,  by  the  fullest 
information  of  the  treasury  purposes.  But  as  soon  as  the  policy 
of  the  treasury  department  was  altered,  and  a  hostile  attitude 
assumed,  the  practice  of  daily  and  weekly  lists  was  continued; 
but  they  did  not  speak  the  whole  truth.  Draughts  to  an  Im- 
mense amount  were  withheld  from  the  lists,  to  be  used  accord- 
ing to  contingencies,  and  at  points  where  the  bank  might  or 
might  not  be  prepared  to  meet  them;  and  the  daily  and  weekly 
lists  consequently  became  instruments  of  deception  to  the  hank. 
The  bank  was  left  to  ascertain  and  prepare  for  the  treasurj'  de- 
mand, with  deceptive  information  as  to  its  extent.'  The  mino- 
rity annex  hereto  the  correspondence  between  the  treasurer 
and  the  cashier  of  the  bank  upon  this  subject. 

And  even  now,  when  the  cry  is  still  that  the  banl?  is  oppres- 
f'lUii  the  country,  iiimor  gives  out,  with  her  thousand  tongues, 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  treasurer  to  reject  the  whole  mass  of 
bank  draughts  at  present  in  circulation,  amounting  probabi}'  to 
more  tiian  five  millions,  and  to  force  them  back  upon  the  bank, 
by  refusing  to  receive  them  in  payments  to  the  United  States. 
The  bank  is  left  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  also,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  it  as  she  may. 

Can  it  be  justly  said  that  the  bank  has,  at  any  time,  done 
more  than  was  necessary  for  her  protection,  when  the  treasury 
department  has  made  it  impofjsible  for  the  bank  to  know  whe- 
ther any  thing  short  of  defence,  at  all  points  and  in  every  form, 
would  give  protection. 
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What  is  tlie  position  in  wliicii  the  removal  of  the  deposiles 
haa  placed  the  bank  of  the  United  Slatet;?  Before  tliat  removal, 
the  bank  collected  and  disbursed  the  public  revenue,  facilitated 
the  domestic  exchanged  by  nieaUK^  of  it,  and  kept  in  order  the 
curiency  of  the  country  every  where.  The  bank  then  owed 
these  duties  to  the  whole  nation,  and  her  obliyialions  to  the 
stockholders  were  secondary.  iShe  is  now  deprived  of  the 
means  of  performing  tlieni,  and  her  obligations  to  her  stock- 
holders and  creditors  have  become  primary.  Tiie  bank  of  tlie 
United  States  is  now  a  private  bank,  forced  to  become  so 
against  the  will  of  her  directors  and  stockiioldurs,  not  sustained 
but  opposed  by  the  treasury,  and  therefore  led  to  sustain  her- 
self. What  is  to  measure  her  loans  to  the  community,  but  the 
sense  of  iier  own  safely.  What  is  to  be  the  judgment  she  is  to 
form  of  the  experiment  now  on  trial,  bui  her  own  judgment? 
She  considers,  and,  accoiding  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
Bhe  is  bound  to  consider,  that  the  sentence  of  death  has  gone 
forth  against  lier;  and  if  tliis  be  so,  wiiat  principle  compels  her 
to  put  the  capital  of  her  stockholders  at  lisk  upon  llie  issue  of 
an  experiment.^ 

The  alleged  pressure  by  the  bank  in  August  and  September, 
1833,  with  a  view  to  coerce  a  rechaiier,  requires  to  be  particu- 
larly considered,  for  two  reasons:  fiist,  because  it  is  believed 
that  the  reason  of  the  secretary  is  not  in  this  instance  sustained 
by  evidence;  and,  secondly,  because  it  is  also  believed  that 
what  the  bank  has  done,  is  doing,  and  will  probably  be  forced 
to  continue  to  do,  is  in  perfect  coincidence  in  all  its  parts  with 
the  plan  which  the  secretary  intended,  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  to  force  upon  the  bank  and  the  country. 

1.  The  imputed  design  of  the  bank  to  coerce  the  renewal  of 
its  charter,  is  an  inference  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  reductions. 
There  is  nothing  else  suggested  to  justify  the  imputation,  and  its 
propriety  is  consequently  not  to  be  made  either  more  or  less 
clear  by  argument.  If  such  was  the  design  of  the  bank,  it  is 
impossible  to  iniaginu  any  plan  tiiat  could  more  effectually 
have  promoted  it,  tlian  that  o(  the  secretary.  The  fact  of  pres- 
sure and  distress  in  August  and  September,  1833,  is  however 
now  known  to  have  been  assumed  as  a  motive  for  the  removal, 
without  sufficient  evidence  or  consideration.  Pressure  and 
distress  are,  it  is  true,  terms  which  indicate  comparative  rather 
than  absolute  difficulty,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  easy  to  prove 
that  the  payment  of  debts  to  a  bank  is  not  always  the  occasion 
of  some  pressure  and  distress  to  those  who  are  compelled  to 
pay.  But  such  as  are  sufficiently  at  ease  to  consider  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  country  during  the  sixty  days  which  pre- 
ceded the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and  to  compare  it 
with  that  which  it  has  assumed  in  the  course  of  the  last  two 
months,  will  admit  that  the  state  of  the  country,  up  to  the 
hour  of  removing  the  deposites,  was  a  state  of  comparative 
beatitude.  In  the  now  established  sense  of  pressure  and  dis- 
tress, the  commercial  cities  and  the  country,  up  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  were  wholly  exempt  from  every  appearance  of 
either.  That  justification  of  the  secretary's  motive  fails  there- 
fore entirely  in  point  of  fact.  Had  any  such  pressure  existed, 
the  intention  to  remove  was  so  justly  apprehended  for  mouths 
before  it  was  executed,  and  the  reductions  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  in  August  and  September  were  so  indispensable 
to  her  safety,  in  the  extraordinary  relation  in  which  the  treasury 
was  about  to  place  her,  that  few  persons,  who  consider  the  sub- 
ject dispassionately,  would  be  inclined  to  infer  a  purpose  of 
coercion  from  that  which  could  be  so  much  more  naturally 
traced  to  the  motive  of  self-protection. 

2.  But  the  conclusive  answer  to  the  secretary's  reason  is, 
that  what  the  bank  did,  is  doing,  and  must  continue  to  do,  was, 
and  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the  inevitable  effect,  as  well  as 
the  declared  purpose,  of  the  secretary's  plan.    That  plan  seems 
of  late  to  have  been  put  aside  for  the  more  satisfactory  occupa- 
tion of  censuring  the  bank.    It  deserves  to  be  recalled  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house.    It  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  se- 
cretary assumes  as  a  postulate,  that  the  notes  of  the  bank,  as 
soon  as  the  charter  expires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  "will  lose 
the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess,  atid  the  notes  payable  at 
distant  places  become  as  much  depreciated  as  the  notes  of  local 
banks;  and  if  in  the  mean  time  no  other  currency  is  substituted 
in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  extent 
of  the  embarrassment  which  would  be  caused  by  the  sudden 
derangement  of  the  circulating  medium."    The  secretary  then 
proceeds  to  say,  that  "it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public,  that  these  notes  should  all  be  taken  out  of 
circulation  before  they  depreciate  in  the  hands  of  individuals 
who  hold  them;  and  they  ought  to  be  withdrawn  gradually,  and 
their  places  supplied  as  they  retire,  by  the  currency  which  will 
become  the  substitute  for  them."    The  secretary  then  immedi- 
ately inquires,  "How  long  will  it  require  for  the  ordinary  ope- 
rations of  commerce,  and  the  reduction  of  discounts  by  the  bank, 
to  withdraw  the  amount  of  circulation  before  mentioned,  with- 
out giving  a  shock  to  the  currency,  or  producing  a  distressing 
pressure  upon   the  community.''"    The  secretary  answers  his 
own  question — "I  am  convinced  that  the  time  which  remained 
for  the  charter  to  run  after  the  first  of  October,  (the  day  on  which 
the  first  order  for  removal  took  effect),  was  not  more  than   was 
proper  to  accomplish  the  object  with  safety  to  the  comcnunity: 
and  if  it  had  depended  on  my  judgment  at  an  earlier  period,  I 
should  have  preferred,  and  should  have  taken,  a  longer  time." 
Here,  then,  is  the  secretary's  plan  distinctly  announced.     The 
bank  was  to  beeomjielled  to  withdraw  «Zi  her  notes  from  circu- 
lation before  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  and  was  to  beain  forthwith, 


as  the  whole  time  that  remained  was  not  more  than  was 
enough.  The  secretary  would  have  taken  more  if  he  could, 
and  the  bank,  by  taking  the  two  months  before  the  removal,  did 
but  asaist  the  design  of  the  secretary.  The  secretary  himself 
perceives  that  the  bank  can  effect  the  recall  of  the  notes  only 
by  reducing  the  discounts.  His  pl.in,  therefore,  was  to  compel 
reduction  fortiivviih  by  removing  llu!  deposites.  'i'his  is  demon- 
strably plain.  It  admits  of  no  doubt  whatever.  The  extent  of 
reduction  iiecessaiy  to  produce  this  effect,  was  consecjuently 
the  very  extent  of  reduction  which  the  secretary  meant  to  force 
upon  the  bank,  and  any  reduction  short  of  it  is  less  than  he  in- 
tended. Now,  it  is  equally  clear  that  nothing  could  call  in  the 
whole  ciiculation,  but  calling  in  all  the  discounts  and  closing 
the  bank.  With  the  first  discount  the  first  bank  note  went  out. 
The  last  imte  may  he  expected  to  come  in  with  the  last  loan 
thai  shall  be  repaid.  The  secretary's  plan,  to  lake  all  the  notes 
out  of  circulation  before  liie  3il  of  Maicli,  1836,  was  therefore  a 
plan  to  cull  in  all  the  di.-C(^unts  belbre  the  same  day;  and  in 
what  way  sixty-lour  millions  of  discounts,  the  amount  in  Au- 
gust, 1833,  could  1)0  called  in,  in  thirty  one  months,  at  a  less 
rate  than  two  millions  per  month,  remains  to  be  shown.  It  ia 
impossible  to  show  it.  The  bank  has  not,  in  fact,  called  in  tea 
millions  in  six  months;  and  more  than  what  she  has  called  in 
has  been  taken  away  from  her  by  public  ami  private  depositors. 
The  rate  of  reduction  has  been  less,  consequently,  than  the  se- 
cretary's plan  required,  and  there  must  be  more  reduction  if  the 
bank  does  not  mean  to  defeat  the  plan  of  the  secretary. 

One  alternative  only  is  then  presented  to  those  who  object  to 
the  reductions  of  the  bank.     Either  the  bank  has  not  yet  reduc- 
ed enough,  for  she  has  not  been  able  to  reduce  her  circulation 
at  all,  or  the  whole  scheme  is  exploded  the  instant  it  is  subject- 
ed to  practice.     It  is  obvious  that  the  only  measure  which  the 
secretary  deemed  repugnant  to  the  interests  of  the  country  was 
the  extension  of  discounts  by  the  bank,  or  the  continuance  of 
their  amount  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  the  removal.     Reduction 
was  the  agent  and  the  only  agent  that  he  intended  to  use.     If 
the  plan  of  the  secretary  is  to  be  defended  and  maintained,  com- 
plaints of  reduction  by  the  bank,  far  greater  than  she  has  order- 
ed, will  be  without  color  of  justification,  since  far  greater  re- 
ductions will  be  necessary  to  effect  his  plan.     If,  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  plan  is  to  be  abandoned  because  it  is  utterly  in)practica- 
ble,  it  ought  to  be  wholly  abandoned,  and  the  path  of  wisdom 
as  well  as  of  justice  will  then  be  found  in  a  return  to  the  point 
of  departure.     The  fact  unquestionably  is,  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  the  reduction  of  discounts,  and  the  consequent 
reduction  of  the  bank  circulation,  have  been  considered  with- 
out the  slightest  reference  to  the  complex  state  of  pecuniary 
relations  existing  in  the  country.    The  whole  process  has  been 
regarded  as  a  mechanical  affair,  of  which  all  the  details  would 
quietly  come  out  as  necessary  results  of  the  first  measure.    No 
allowance  has  been  made  for  the  consequences  of  confidence 
broken  up,  of  the  interruption  of  that  regular  series  of  receipts 
and  payments,  by  which  the  resources  of  the  creditor  and  bebt- 
or  are  alternately  repaired,  of  exposing  to  trial,  or  even  to  sus- 
picion, the  fragile  virtue  of  those  state  banks  that  are  able  to 
live  upon  their  reputation  merely  because  it  is  not  questioned, 
and  of  attempting  to  take  out  of  a  powerful  machine,  while  it  is 
in  full  operation,  the  wheel  that  balances  and  regulates  the 
whole.     No  allowance  has  been  made  for  any  of  these  conse- 
quences, by  those  who  have  led  to  their  occurrence;  and  now 
when  we  are  surrounded   by  them,  and  cannot  escape  from 
them,  even  the  plan  which  has  caused  them  is  forgotten  in  the 
censure  of  the  bank  for  conforming  to  it.     The  bank  is  but  tra- 
velling in  the  path  which  the  secretary  prescribed,  and  to  which 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
through  other  banks,  must  inevitably  confine  her.     Her  resour- 
ces for  general  relief  have  been  taken  away,  and  given  to  those 
who  cannot  use  them.     Her  ability  to  secure  the  return  of  what 
she  lends  in  the  sound  currency  in  which  she  lends,  is  also 
gone.    The  whole  country  perceives  that  what  is  wanted  is  se- 
curity for  the  future;  and  while  the  plan  of  the  secretary  shall 
be  prosecuted  in  any  of  its  parts,  the  people  will  not  believe 
that  a  single  day  of  the  future  is  secure.     This  universal  dis- 
trust and  apprehension,  and  not  the  operations  of  the  bank,  will 
be  received  by  the  dispassionate  observer  as  the  solution  of  the 
difficulties  which  now  surround  us;  and  whatever  will  remove 
this  distrust  and  apprehension,  and  nothing  short  of  it.  will 
provide  the  remedy.     The  return  of  the  deposites  is,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  minority,  an  indispensable  part  of  this  remedy, 
due  by  public  faith  to  the  bank,  due  also  by  public  policy  as  a 
declaration  of  peace  between  the  treasury  and  the  bank.     But 
they  cannot  regard  the  mere  return  as  affording  the  promise  of 
a  radical  cure.     The  eyes  of  the  nation  are  now  intently  fixed 
upon  the  currency.     If  the  present  bank  is  not  to  be  recharter- 
ed,  something  to  regulate  the  currency  must  be  provided  in  its 
place.    The  plan  of  the  secretary  gives  over  the  regulation  to 
state  banks,  which  will  themselves  be  promoters  of  the  disor- 
der.    The  country  requires  something  which  will   regulate  the 
state  banks.     Until   this  is  effectually   provided,  the  minority 
have  no  expectation  that  distrust  and  apprehension  will  disap- 
pear, however  they  may  be  diminished. 

VIII.  The  remaining  reasons  of  the  secretary  may  be  cLissed 
under  two  heads:  acts  by  the  bank  in  violation  of  its  charter, 
and  an  act  or  acts  of  unfaithfulness  in  the  execution  of  its  duty 
to  the  treas;ury.  Under  the  first  must  be  included  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  exchange  committee  of  the  bank,  the  alleged  exclu- 
sion from  that  cotunnttee  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sideut  of  the  United  States,  and  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
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printing  and  circulating  pamphlets.  Under  the  second,  no  fact ' 
is  particularly  noticed  by  the  secretary,  but  the  case  of  the 
French  bill. 

1.  In  relation  to  all  the  operations  of  the  bank  included  under 
the  first  head,  it  must  be  answered,  that  whether  the  bank  has 
been  right  or  wrong,  her  board  of  directors  assert  the  legal  right 
to  do  whatever  has  been  done.  Her  American  stockholders 
also,  who,  with  the  fullest  knowledge  of  ail  the  circumstances, 
have  repeatedly  elected  the  same  directors,  assert  the  same 
right,  and  approve  the  acts  which  have  been  done  in  execution 
of  it.  If  these  acts  are  not  in  violation  of  the  charter,  they  are 
mere  acts  of  administration  or  management  of  the  bank,  which 
the  United  States  as  a  stockholder  have  agreed  to  commit  to 
the  discretion  of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  directors  appointed  by  the  president  have  no  veto  upon 
the  resolutions  of  the  board.  The  president  has  no  such  veto. 
If  the  resolutions  are  lawful,  the  charter,  and  all  the  stockhold- 
ers, public  and  private,  as  parties  to  it,  must  be  considered  as 
having  committed  to  the  directors  the  entire  discretion  to  make 
and  execute  them.  They  may  have  been  inexpedient,  and  if 
they  have  been,  the  corrective  is  to  be  sought  in  the  annual 
elections.  They  may  have  been  deemed  inexpedient  by  the  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  president,  but  if  they  have  been,  the 
law  has  determined  that  they  are  legally  bound  by  the  voice  of 
a  majority  of  the  board.  Upon  questions  of  administration 
within  the  legal  competency  of  the  board,  there  is  no  more  jus- 
tification of  an  attempt  to  tear  the  bank  to  pieces,  by  a  part  of 
the  directors,  or  by  the  treasury  department  in  support  of  them, 
because  the  voice  of  the  minority  is  not  respected,  than  there 
would  be  for  an  attempt  by  a  state  or  states,  for  the  like  reason, 
to  sever  the  union.  All  the  parties  to  the  compact  have  agreed 
that  questions  of  administration  within  the  lawful  competency 
of  the  legislature,  whether  of  the  bank  or  of  the  union,  shall  be 
decided  by  a  majority,  and  if  they  require  correction,  that  they 
shall  be  corrected  by  a  majority,  and  in  no  other  way. 

Upon  the  supposition,  then,  that  these  measures  of  adminis- 
tration by  the  bank  have  been  lawful,  the  minority  take  it  to  be 
free  from  doubt,  that  the  secretary's  dissatisfaction  with  them 
is  not  one  of  the  causes  which  authorised  him  to  remove  the 
deposites.  The  management  of  the  bank  has  not  been  com- 
mitted to  the  secretary.  He  has  no  right  whatever  to  inspect 
its  management,  or  even  its  condition,  except  in  a  limited  way, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  security  of  the  deposites. 
To  iiave  given  him  the  power  of  removal  in  any  case,  in  which 
he  should  deem  the  management  wrong,  would  have  been  to 
give  him  eflbctualiy  the  manageujent  of  the  bank  in  every  par- 
ticular. The  charter  removes  all  such  causes  from  his  cogni- 
zance by  committing  the  management  of  the  bank  to  the  direc- 
tors, under  such  powers  and  restrictions  as  the  charter  and  by- 
laws determine. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  acts  thus  questioned  are  violations 
of  charter,  the  objections  to  the  secretary's  act  are  equally 
plain.  In  the  first  place,  lie  is  not  the  officer  to  whom  the 
charter  has  confided  the  authority  to  direct  a  prosecution  for  a 
violation  of  charter;  in  the  next  place,  it  has  expressly  confided 
that  authority  to  others;  in  the  third  place,  the  bank  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  before  any  judgment  of  violation  is  pronounced; 
and  lastly,  that  judgment  is  to  be  pronounced  by  the  judicial 
department  only. 

The  secretary's  power  to  arraign  the  bank  for  violation  of 
charter  cannot  be  asserted.  It  is  a  power  of  the  most  delicate 
and  critical  nature,  and  the  23d  section  of  the  charter  commits 
Jt  to  the  president  and  to  congress  only.  That  the  secretary 
should  be  impliedly  authorised  to  decide  the  whole  question, 
and  to  remove  the  deposites  at  once  upon  that  ground,  when 
the  charter  does  not  give  him  authority  to  issue  a  scire  facias  to 
have  the  question  tried,  cannot  be  maintained.  Those  who 
have  authority  to  direct  the  prosecution,  have  no  right  to  try  it, 
or  to  give  judgment  on  it.  The  judicial  power  is  not  in  con- 
gress or  in  the  president,  and  they  cannot  exercise  it  without 
themselves  violating  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  the  constitu- 
tion also.  The  bank  is  noteven  charged  with  violation  of  char- 
ter. When  charged,  she  will  be  entitled  to  a  hearing;  wlien 
heard,  she  will  have  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury;  and  when  the 
first  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered,  she  will  be  entitled,  if 
it  be  adverse,  to  a  review  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  union. 
In  the  mean  time,  in  the  sight  of  the  nation  and  the  law,  all  her 
charter  rights  remain  in  their  original  vigor.  If  the  want  of  suf- 
ficient time  to  try  the  question  is  a  reason  for  deciding  it  with- 
out trial,  it  is  one  that  prostrates  all  the  barriers  which  the  con- 
stitution has  raised  between  the  assertion  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizens.  The  spirit 
which  frowns  upon, the  temperate  and  deliberate  inquiries  of 
the  judicial  magistrate,  and  demands  its  victim  in  anticipation 
of  the  tardy  and  unaccommodating  .'sentence  of  the  law,  is  not 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  nor  of  the  law  abiding  people  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bank  thfn  has  a  legal  right  to  say,  as  her  directors  have 
Baid,  that -she  has  not  bften  guilty  of  any  violation  of  charter, 
and  congress  have  not  the  legal  right  to  adjudge  the  contrary. 
If  they  cannot  adjudge  the  contrary,  they  cannot  lawfully  de- 
prive the  bank  of  a  single  privilege  or  benefit  conferred  by  the 
charter,  upon  the  ground  that  she  has  lost  them  by  violation  of 
charter.  Every  benefit  of  the  charter  is  a  right  of  property,  and 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  for  the  constitution  and  fr)r  the  peo 
pie,  that  congress  should  at  once  hold  the  public  deposites  to 
fee  removable  without  cause,  rather  than  assign  the  cause  of 
violation  of  charter,  and  enforce  the  sentence  of  forfeiture  to 


the  extent  of  a  dollar,  upon  the  ex  parte  report  of  a  cc^jjmittee. 
The  minority  do  not  mean,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,"  t^  iir«- 
pair  the  chartered  rights  of  the  bank,  by  attempting  an  investi- 
gation of  the  law  and  the  facts  before  a  body  that  is  not  consti- 
tutionally authorised  to  try  them. 

The  exclusion  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  president  is 
nowhere  shown  to  have  been  ordered  by  the  board,  or  by  the 
president  of  the  board.  They  have  not  been  appointed  on  cer- 
tain committees,  and  this  is  all  that  can  be  said,  and  the  same 
may  probably  be  said  of  many  directors  appointed  by  the  private 
stockiiolders.  It  depends  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and 
is  a  matter  of  administration.  Whether  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  capacity  or  dispositions  of  the  individual  directors  referred 
to,  to  make  their  appointment  upon  certain  committees  proper 
or  improper,  it  might  be  deemed  invidious  in  a  paper  of  this 
kind  to  inquire,  particularly  as  it  is  understood  that  the  senate 
of  the  United  Slates  have  not  advised  their  re-appointment  to 
office,  and  they  therefore  do  not  at  present  stand  in  the  position 
of  public  servants,  whose  acts  require  further  investigation. 

The  expenditure  of  money  for  printing  and  circulating  pam- 
phlets has  not  been  questioned  by  the  stockholders.  They  have 
been  fully  apprised  of  it,  and  they  have  more  than  once  re- 
elected the  directors  who  have  authorised  it.  The  right  to  print 
and  publish  is  a  constitutional  right.  It  belongs  to  corporations 
as  well  as  to  natural  persons.  It  cannot  be  previously  restrain- 
ed, and  it  cannot  be  subsequently  punished,  except  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court,  when  it  is  proved  to  have  been  done  in  viola- 
tion of  law.  If  it  has  been  necessary  to  defend  the  directors  of 
the  bank  from  aspersions  upon  their  characters  for  what  they 
have  done  as  directors,  or  to  prevent  the  credit  of  the  bank 
from  suffering  by  imputations  upon  its  solvency,  or  the  integrity 
of  its  administration,  the  charge  of  the  expenditure  belongs 
properly  to  the  bank,  because  it  is  in  vindication  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank.  As  to  such  expenditures,  the  stockholders 
are  the  ultimate  judges,  and  all  the  stockholders  are  bound  by  a 
vote  of  the  majority  ratifying  the  expenditure,  as  much  as  they 
would  be  by  an  order  to  incur  it.  The  subsequent  ratification, 
by  the  re-election  of  the  directors  who  ordered  it,  is  equivalent 
to  an  original  command.  Whatever  printing  or  publishing  has 
been  done  by  the  bank,  has  been  done  openly,  without  cover  or 
disguise.  It  has  been  done  in  the  asssertion  of  a  right,  and  the 
public  have  known  it.  Whether  an  influence  equally  public, 
and  equally  innocent,  has  directed  and  supported  those  attacks 
upon  the  bank,  which  have  thrown  upon  the  institution  the  ex- 
pense of  resisting  them,  it  does  not  belong  to  the  minority  of 
this  committee  to  inquire. 

2.  The  case  of  the  French  bill,  as  upon  a  claim  for  damages 
by  the  bank,  is  not  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
If  the  bank  should  make  a  claim  upon  congress  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  that  demand,  it  would  probably  be  referred  to  a  different 
committee.  It  is  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  upon 
tlie  question  whether  t!ie  act  of  the  bank  in  making  such  a 
claim  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  a  reason  for  dismissing 
the  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  nation,  and  the  majority  of  the 
committee  have  decided  that  it  is.  The  minority  are  willing  to 
leave  this  question  to  the  decision  of  the  house  and  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a  principle  which,  if  rigorously  applied,  will  possibly 
economize  the  lime  of  the  house,  and  the  labor  of  the  committee 
of  claims.  If  it  is  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  house 
that  every  agent  or  officer  of  the  nation,  who  makes  a  claiiii 
upon  congress  or  upon  the  treasury,  deserves  to  be  dismissed 
from  his  office,  it  will  probably  put  an  end  to  all  claims  that  are 
not  thought  to  be  worth  more  than  the  office,  to  the  person  who 
makes  them.  No  one  can  by  possibility  do  less  than  the  bank  lias 
done  in  the  prosecution  of  her  claim,  and  therefore  safety  is  to 
be  found  only,  in  not  making  claim  at  all.  This  objection  does  not 
unfitly  close  the  test  of  the  secretary's  reasons.  It  is  a  case  in 
which  there  was  no  agency  in  the  bank,  and  no  unfaithfulness 
in  any  one  of  her  steps,  from  the  time  when  the  bill  was  bought 
from  the  treasury,  to  the  time  when  it  was  returned  under  pro- 
test, and  the  treasury  refunded  the  amount.  The  bill  was 
bought,  paid  for,  and  duly  forwarded  by  the  bank,  duly  present- 
ed, duly  protested  for  dishonor,  duly  returned,  and  duly  notified 
to  the  treasury  department.  It  was  notified  with  a  claim  for 
damages,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  United  States  have 
for  forty-five  years  notified  similar  claims  to  the  drawers  and 
endorsers  of  dishonored  bills,  and  enforced  them  also  with- 
out any  exception.  If  this  notification  of  a  claim  is  sufficient 
to  deprive  the  bank  of  her  right  to  the  public  deposites.  the 
minority  are  not  unwilling  that  the  character  of  the  other  rea- 
sons shall  be  inferred  from  that  of  their  associate. 

The  minority  are  upon  the  whole  of  opinion  that  none  of  the 
reasons  assiuned  by  the  secretary  in  his  communication  to  con- 
gress are  sufficient  to  justify  the  removal  ofthe  deposites.  Tiiey 
are  also  of  opinion  that  it  is  due  to  the  bank  to  return  iht-rn 
without  regard  to  the  sentiment  of  the  house  upon  the  snhji^t 
of  recharter.  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  sitnaiion 
of  the  country  requires  immediate  action  by  congress,  to  restore 
public  confidence,  and  to  prevent  a  derangement  of  the  onr- 
rency.  And  they  express  to  the  house  their  settled  conviction 
that  these  objects  will  not  be  attained  if  the  public  depnsires 
are  left  in  the  stale  banks.  They  think,  besides,  that  the  uni- 
versal voice  of  the  country  requires  that  something  shall  be  im- 
mediately done  for  public  relief,  and  that  the  resotution*  pro- 
posed by  the  coinmittee,  will  only  aggravate  the  exiptins  evils, 
instead  of  providing  a  remedy.  R.  H.  WILDE, 

BEN.  GORHAM. 
HOR.  BINNEY. 
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The  reply  of  the  Baltimore  committee  to  Mr.  JMcKwi''s 
address,  published  in  our  last  paper,  will  be  I'ound  in  the 
present. 

The  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  held  at  New  York 
a  few  days  ago,  with  the  report  of  the  "union  committee" 
raised  on  the  lltli  ult.  fill  a  large  ])art  of  our  sheet.  We 
had  nearly  resolved  not  to  enter  upon  the  publication  of 
any  more  long  articles  on  the  subject  to  which  this  re- 
port refers-— but  the  importance  of  the  facts  generally 
offered,  and  the  power  with  which  they  are  presented 
to  the  public  mind,  have  caused  us  to  regard  it  as  a  do- 
cutne?iC  of  great  value,  for  present  or  future  use.  It  is 
the  work  of  Mr.    Gallatin, 

On  Monday  last,  24th  inst.  the  people  of  Baltimore 
were  thrown  into  a  state  of  high  excitement  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  following  notice,  in  two  of  the  morning 
papers  of  that  day : 

TO   THE    PUBLIC. 

Bank  of  Maryland,  2ilh  March,  1834. 
The  board  of  directors  of  this  institution  have  ascertained, 
with  surprise  and  deep  regret,  equal  to  any  that  the  community 
will  feel,  that  this  institution  is  unable  to  proceed  with  its  bu- 
siness, and  they  have  resolved  to  transfer  all  its  effects  to  a 
trustee,  for  the  equal  bendil  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank. 

The  board  of  directors  h\'pe  and  trust  that  the  assets  will  be 
■sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  institution,  and  their  de- 
termination to  stop  its  business  at  once,  is  from  a  conviction 
that  to  continue  it  longer  would  only  be  attended  with  loss  to 
the  community.  Their  ad\iice  to^^the  creditors,  founded  upon 
ttie  best  judgment  they  are  now  ^able  to  form,  is,  not  to  sacri- 
iice  their  claims.  The  debtors  of  the  institution  will  have  the 
privilege  of  pjiyiug  their  debts  with  the  notes  and  cerlific'ates  of 
deposite,  and  the  open  accounts  due  by  the  bank,  and  these 
alone  they  hope  will  enable  the  nq^  Ijotders  and  depositors 
speedily  to  realize^nearly  all  if  not  The  entire  amount  of  their 
credits.    By  order'j   '^  R,  WILSON,  cashier. 

[^,his  notice  was  left  at  the  offices  late  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, the  23d,  though  dated  on  the  24th.] 

When  this  news  reached  the  morning  steamboat  for 
Philadelphia,  some  of  the  intended  passengers  rushed 
on  shore,  ^'as  though  she  had  been  on  fire,"  as  a  gentle- 
man present  remarked  to  us — and,  by  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 
South  street,  (in  which  the  bank  of  Maryland  is,  or  -was, 
located),  was  filled  with  an  anxious  and  distressed  mul- 
titude, som«  of  w^iom  were  females!  The  crowd  in- 
creased— ^but  9  o'clock  arrived,  and  the  door  remained 
shut.  This  bank  had  heavy  deposites  on  certificates 
bearing  interest,  and  we  think  it  probable  that  a  larger 
amount  of  its  notes  were  in  the  local  circulation  than 
the  aggregate  of  all  the  rest  of  our  banks,  though  its  ca- 
pital was  only  S00,000  dollars! — and  it  is  very  possible 
that  from  25  to  30,000  dollars  in  its  bills  were  paid 
away,  in  wages  to  working  people,  last  Saturday  even- 
ing, when  they  were  offered  and  received  in  good  faith! 
A  large  crowd  remained  before  the  door  until  even  10 
•or  11  o'clock  at  night,  chiefly  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  people^and  yet,  to  their  lasting  honor  be  it  said,  no 
•act  of  violence  was  attempted,  though  "curses  loud  and 
deep"  were  uttered  against  "the  experiment"  which  is 
aow  going  on.  As  soon  as  tlie  other  banks  opened, 
*'runs"  were  made  upon  them  all,  for  small  sums  in  coin 
- — which  were  promptly  and  good-humoredly  satisfied; 
and  hundreds  of  persons  wei-e  seen  in  the  streets  carry- 
ing-ofF  parcels  of  specie.  The  press  at  the  Union  bank 
was  by  far  the  greatest — there  was  a  constant  crowd  be- 
fore the  door  until  about  4  o'clock,  when,  all  who  pre- 
sented a  claim  against  tiiat  bank  being  quieted,  the 
doors  were  closed  and  the  people  retired,  peaceably. 
This  is  the  deposite  bank;  but,  like  the  rest  of  the  banks 
of  this  city,  (except  the  Susqiiehannah  and  the  J\fary- 
land,  which  have  failed),  had  a  small  and  well-guarded 
circulation,  compared  with  its  means;  but  a  belief  was 
generally,  (thougli  erroneously)  entertained,  that  it  had 
some  close  and  intimate  connexion  with  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  would  be  involved  in  a  common  fate,  A  few 
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small  deposites  were  i«lso  withdrawn— but  the  resourcei 
of  the  bank  were  ample.  On  Tuesday  there  were  light 
demands  on  most  of  the  banks,  and  a  considerable  press 
again  at  tlie  Union — but  the  alarm  rapidly  subsided, 
and,  perhaps,  the  specie  in  the  banks,  (generally)  that 
evening,  was  greater  than  it  had  been  before  the  "run" 
commenced,  many  persons  who  held  quantities  of  coin 
freely  depositing  it — and  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  behaved  nobly,  being  willing  to  extend  the 
use  of  its  means  on  the  emergency — for  the  demand  on 
this  bank  was  insignificant;  and,  at  some  of  the  other 
banks,  '■'■Uncle  Suni's  inoncy''''  ivas  preferred  to  coin! 
On  Wednesday,  though  many  gloomy  faces  were  seen 
in  the  streets,  thei'e  was  no  general  excitement— extra 
demands  fbr  coin  were  still  made;  but  many  returned  on 
deposite  tliat  which  had  been  previously  withdrawn. 
Some  engagements  wei-e  violated,  however,  that  woufd 
have  beea  kept,  if  the  bank  of  Maryland  had  not  stop- 
ped payiiient;  but  the  amount  was  not  large.  On  Thurs- 
day exti'a  demands  for  specie  were  still  made — but  no 
new  difficulty  has  since  occurred,  or  is  just  now  expect- 
ed— so  far  as  we  are  informed. 

The  bank  of  Maryland  had  an  extraordi?iary  circula- 
tion! and  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of  the  public 
confidence;  perhaps,  for  one  reason,  that  its  stock,  the 
par  value  of  which  being  only  300  dollars,  was  steadily 
quoted  in  the  newspapers  at  500  dollars!  This  may  be- 
come a  subject  for  future  remark — for  it  presented  au 
appearance  of  things  which  had  no  substantiality  in  it. 
But  this  bank  held  a  lai-ge  amount  of  the  money  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  small  dealers  and  thrifty  persons,  me- 
chanics and  others,  fctr  intefe^  was  alltewed  even  tpi  tran- 
sient deposites;  and  the  matiners  of  the  president  were 
popular,  and  his  accommodations  liberal.  Perhaps  the 
failure  of  any  other  three  of  ^r  local  banks  would  uot 
have  so  immediately  affected  the  classes  of  society  refer- 
red to — all  the  means  of  many  being  lost  to  present  use, 
unless  sold  at  ^fty  per  cent,  discount.  We  have  heard 
of  many  cases  any  one  of  which  is  enough  to  make  a  man's 
heart  ache — but  "perish  credit"  is  proclaimed  in  con- 
gress, and  "the  experiment"  is  to  be  persevered  in  by 
"the  government."  ^Fe  lost  nothing  by  this  bank.*  It 
was  manifest  to  us  that  the  circulation  of  its  notes  was 
"violently  forced;  and,  since  the  "experiment"  began,  we 
steadily,  but  quietly,  acted  towards  that  bank  as  though  it 
miglit  fail  within  the  next  twenty-four  hours — and  if  one 
or  two  of  our  friends,  to  whom  we  confidentially,  (and  for 
their  own  use  only),  stated  our  fears,  had  acted  upon  them, 
they  would  have  been  better  off  than  they  are;  but  no- 
thing had  openly  happened  that  could  have  justified  us  in 
throwing  those  fears  before  the  public — and  no  disposition 
existed  Lo  injure  the  credit  of  the  bank,  or  embarrass  its 
operations.  A  good  deal  could  be  said  on  these  matters, 
but  we  shall  refrain. 

The  effect  of  this  failure  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Those  who 
have  charge  of  its  afiairs  ought  to  publish  an  exact  state- 
ment of  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  no  doubt,  will  do 
it.  The  notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  certificates  of  depo- 
sites issued  by  it,  it  is  posted  up  at  some  of  the  brokers' 
offices,  will  be  exchanged  at  50  percent,  loss  to  the  hold- 
ers of  them!  But  it  is  expected  that  all  these,  at  least, 
will  be  ultimately  paid;  and  more  may  be  done,  if  the 
debtors  of  the  bank  do  not  give  way. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  bills  issued  by  the  "Union 
bank  of  Tennessee,"  made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, in  circulation.  We  think  that  the  Tennessee  bank 
cannot  be  held  accountable  for  the  amount  of  these  bills 
unless  they  are  formally  protested,  the  demand  at  the 
bank  of  Maryland  not  being  satisfied. f     These  notes,  as 


*Beingalso  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  but  little  "77«)ncy,"just 
now,  to  lose! 

fTbe  (Baltimore)  American  of  yesterday  says— We  learn, 
from  an  unqueetionable  pource,  that  large  remittances  from  ths 
Union  bank  of  Tenaessee  have  been  received  within  a  few  daya, 
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well  as  those  of  the  last  named  bank,  have  a  wide  range 
in  th©  south  and  west. 

We  shall  close  this  article  by  taking  leave  to  say,  that, 
in  our  serious  opinion,  the  Baltimore  banks,  (with  the 
exception  of  the  Susquehannah  bank  and  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland), are  in  as  good  a  condition  as  those  of  any  other 
city — and  that  we  regard  every  one  of  them  trust-worthy. 
If  we  thought  otherwise,  we  dare  say  it — and,  surely, 
■would  not  mislead  any  one  on  this  subject.  We  have  a 
great  stake  In  the  soundness  and  unitonnity,  and  suffi- 
ciency, of  the  currency;  but  no  other  particular  interest 
in  any  bank  than  proportionally  belongs  to  those  who  trap 
beaver  in  the  regions  beyond  the  Rocky  M-ouutains.  We 
do  not  hold  one  share  of  bank  stock,  nor  feel  ourselves 
under  a  sense  oi  favor  to  any  bank.  Oui*  little  account 
has  been  kept  in  the  Union  bank  of  JVj.aryland  many 
years,  without  a  single  jar  or  hard  thougljt,  so  far  as  we 
know,  between  the  parties — and  it  will  yet  remain  in  that 
bank,  only  regretting  that  the  balance  on  0'>Ur  side  is  very 
»mall,  in  this  season  of  pressure,  excitement  and  peril. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  followiijg  was  pub- 
lished— 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  several  bank  %  of  the  city, 
coDvewed  at  llie  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  in  contitquence  of  a 
notice  received  from  the  president  of  the  Union  hnAk  of  Mary- 
land, to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  affairs  ari^itig  from 
the  closing  of  the  business  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  I'Jie  fuliow- 
ing  presidents  and  casjjiers  were  present: 

William  Lorman,  president  of  the  bank  of  Baltimoi'C 

Philip  Moore,  of  the  Fianklin. 

Win.  Bohn,  of  Itie  Commercial  and  Farmers. 

Nicholas  Brice,  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants. 

Wm.  M.  Murray,  cashier  of  the  Mechanics. 

J.  Bier,  cashier  of  the  Marine. 

JVilliani  Lorman  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  JV.  Brice  acted 
as  secretary.  Amongst  otlier  proceedings  the  following  took 
place. 

The  president  of  the  Union  bank  informed  the  me«ting  that 
the  bank  of  Maryland  had  made  a  deed  of  trust,  which  they 
were  prepared  to  deliver,  conveying  all  the  property  of  I'Jie 
bank  to  him  in  trnst,  for  the  general  and  equal  benefit  of  I'ts 


dirC^'-lion  concerning  it. 

It  was  then  by  the  meeting,  unanimously  resolved  by  the  pre- 
eidents  and  cashiers  present,  tiiat  in  their  opinion  it  is  advisa- 
ble that  Mr.  EUicott  accept  the  deed  of  trust  proposed  by  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  hank  of  Maryland,  and  that  they 
therefore  unite  in  recommending  him  to  do  so.  It  being  under- 
Btood  among  other  things  of  detail,  that  tlie  different  banks  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  trust,  and 
that  their  sevsral  officers  shall  have  free  access  to  every  infor- 
mation that  they  may  require  until  its  close. 

And  on  Tuesday  afternoon  the  following,  addressed  to 
the  public  by  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and 
to  the  editors  of  the  newspapers  by  the  trustee — both 
■which  had  a  cheering  effect,  especially  the  last: 

TO    THE    PUBLIC. 

In  consequence  of  the  extreme  pressure  upon  the  money 
market,  and  the  unprecedentedly  severe  demands  upon  the 
hank  of  Maryland,  I  regret  deeply,  with  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
it  has  been  compelled  to  stop  its  business. 

The  suspension  has  been  sudden  becaupe  it  has  occurred  at 
at  the  very  first  moment  it  appeared  that  the  interest  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  bank  required  it — if  efforts  had  been  made  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  institution  at  the  expense  of  heavy  sacri- 
fices of  property,  the  result  would  have  still  been  questionable, 
but  the  certainty  of  loss  would  have  occurred.  Under  all  cir 
cumstanoe.a,  it  has  been  deemed  best  by  the  soundest  judgment 
to  which  we  could  have  xe'ant,  to  adopt  the  course  which  has 
been  adopted,  viz:  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a  suitable  trustee, 
under  the  direction  of  the  honorable  Stevenson  Archer,  and  the 
honorable  Thoivias  B.  Dorsey,or  such  person  or  persons  as  they 
may  appoint,  all  the  effects  of  the  bank,  to  be  kept  together, 
collected  and  faithfully  distributed  among  the  creditors,  as 
speedily  as  it  can  possibly  be  done. 

My  confident  opinion  is,  that  the  bank  is  able  to  pay  all  its 
obligations,  but  to  obviate  any  difficulty  whatever,  and  to  satis- 
fy the  holders  of  the  notes  and  the  ispecial  certificates  of  the 
bank,  I  hereby  pledge  my  whole  private  estate,  whether  real, 
private,  personal  or  mixed,  to  redeem  any  deficiency  that  the 
means  of  the  bank  may  by  any  possibility  be  unable  to  redeem. 

EVAN  POULTNEY. 

March  25,  1834. 


for  the  redemption  of  its  notes  made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  that  these  funds  have  been  forwarded  to  Philadel- 
phia. It  l8  probable  that  arrangements  will  sooji  be  made  for 
their  proper  application  in  Baltimore. 


You  are  requested  to  state  in  your  paper,  for  the  information 
of  all  parties  who  have  notes  or  other  securities  deposited  for 
collection  iu  the  bankof  Maryland,  that  they  will  have  the  same 
returned  to  them  on  application  to  R.  Jrilson,  esq,  ca^luer, 
provided  that  such  notes  or  securities  have  not  been  deposited 
as  security,  or  the  depositors  then;of  are  not  indebted  to  the 
bank  on  notes,  bills,  or  other  re.  ponsibiiities  which  have  be- 
come due  or  otherwise— such  notes  not  being  considered  as  any 
part  of  the  assigned  fund.  THO.  ELLlCOTT,  trustee. 

It  would  be  well,  indeed,  if  the  enemies  of  the  bankof 
the  United  States  would  agree  upon  some  course  for  that 
institution  to  pursue!  In  the  first  place,  itsahilitv  to  meet 
its  engagements  was  doubted  by  the  highest  authority — 
and  now,  by  the  same  parly,  its  power  to  maintain  itself 
subjects  it  to  be  called    by  many  hard  names.     In  the  se- 
cond, when,  because  the  business  of  the  country  was  large, 
and  the  general   price  of  commodities  high,  requiring  a 
greater  sum   in  money  to  carry  on  the  exchanges,  it  was 
charged  with  a  design  to  corrupt  the  people  by  the  libe- 
rality of  its  accommodations — and,  though  four  or  five 
ye.'U'S  ago,  as  appears  by  the  president's  messages,  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  should  look  to  a  closing  of  its 
concerns,  it  is  abused  for  causing  the  present  pressure 
on  the  people  by  the  curtailment  of  its  discounts.    In  the 
third,  it  is  said  that  such  curtailment  is  wantonly  oppres- 
sive, and  yet  the  sober  fact  is  that  the  reduction' does  not 
exceed   the  reduction  of  its  deposites.     In  the  fourth,  it 
is  blamed    for  making  money  scarce,  though   its  ciicula- 
tion  has  been  increased  about  two  millions,  which  is  as  if 
added   to  the   specie   of  the  country,  to  enable  the  state 
banks  to  pay  their  debts!     In  the  fifth,  it  is  imperiously 
said  that  it  must  and  >-hall  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  then  it 
is  denounced  for  retirements  from  its  discount  line  which 
have  a  less  amount  than  the  retirements  fi-om  the  line  of 
its  deposites.      In   the   sixth,  it  is  threatened,  in  "high 
places,"  with  "runs"  for  payment  of  its  issues,  and  abus- 
ed, in  the  same,  because  it  holds  on  to  its  coin  to  satisfy- 
all  reasonable  ovvnreasonable  demands  upon  it!    So  we 
might  pass  to  the  fiftieth  place,  and  present  similar  con- 
trasts.     Will  it  please  those  in  power  to  lay  down  some 
rsue,  that  the  people  may  be  re- 
'hich  we  really  fear  may  make 
lid  proverb  say,s — ^"oppress.ioQ 
maketh  a  wise  man  mad." 


Considerable  political  importance  has  lately  been  at- 
tached to  the  ward  elections  for  constables  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  At  tliat  held  last  year  11  ^'Jaskson" 
and  4  anti-Jackson  men  were  chosen;  but  at  that  held  on 
the  20th  inst.  13  anti-Jackson  and  2  Jackson  men  were 
chosen;  and  similar  changes  have  been  made  in  some  of 
the  adjoining  districts.  For  instance,  the  Jackson  can- 
didates were  defeated  in  each  of  the  four  wards  of  Spring 
Garden.  It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  excitement 
which  prevails  in  Philadelphia  and  its  neighborhood.  It 
may,  however,  be  partially  esteemed  from  tl>e  fact  that, 
by,lhe  lowest  calculation,  25,000  men  of  the  city  and  cotmty 
assembled,  with  banners,  in  Independence  Square  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  20th  instant,  and  passed  certain  resoia- 
tions,  &c.  some  account  of  which  must  he  recorded";  but 
we  cannot  make  room  for  it  this  week. 

We  have  recently  heard  a  great  deal  about  "panic 
makers;"  but  gov.  Jilarcy,  of  New  York,  in  our  bumble 
opinion,  has  done  more  than  any  other  pereon  to  make  a 
panic — by  his  message  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  on 
the  23d  inst.  which,  we  regret,  cannot  now  be  inserted. 

After  speaking  of  the  "rapid  curtailments"  of  the  dis- 
counts of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  and  manifesting 
much  hostility  towards  that  institution,  and  assigning, 
also,  several  other  reasons  for  the  presstu'e  on  the  money 
market,  and  saying  that  the  safety  fund  banks  have  re- 
duced their  circulation  three  millions  of  dollars  since  the 
\st  of  January  laat!  he  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of 
other  subjects,  and  proposes,  as  the  best  means  of  obtain- 
ing relief,  the  creation  of  a  state  stock  of  four  or  five 
millions,  to  be  loaned  to  the  state  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York  (for  which  he  thinks  money  may  be  borro~Med 
in  Europe),  that  these  banks  may  relieve  the  other  banks 
of  the  state,  &c.  which  the  deposite  and  use  of  several 
millions  of  the  canal  fund,  with  tlie  deposites  of  the  U, 
States,  has  not  been  able  to  accomplish! 
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With  a  resort  to  the  trial  of  such  remedies,  the  pros- 
pect a-head  is  reallj  awful. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  United  States  deposites 
in  tlie  Girarcl  bank,  at  Philadelphia,  will  be  given  uj). 
At  a  late  meeting  of  the  sloekholders,  the  ?ioise  being  on 
one  side,  some  sober  citizens  thouglit,  and  the  shouting 
ones  believed,  that  the  question  was  doubtful,  if  not  decid- 
ed according  to  i\\e2iproaiuoTcs?iess  of  lUe  latter  part}';  but 
the  other  side  took  sure  and  quiet  means — lliey  opened 
a  paper,  and  invited  subscribers;  and  it  now  apjjears  tbat 
17,500,  out  of  the  30,000  shares,  have  been  signed  for,  to 
give  up  the  deposites;  and  it  is  well  known,  (say  llie  Piiila- 
phia  papers),  that  several  thousand  shares  are  not  availa- 
ble for  uses  of  this  kind — being  held,  perhaps,  in  distant 
places,  or  in  Europe.  It  is  added,  tliat  the  officers  of  the 
bank  api)rove  the  measure,  though  they  have  not  taken 
any  part  in  bringing  it  about.  From  this  it  appears  that 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  stock  is  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  though 
placed  ill  their  own  bank — as  was  the  case  in  Virginia — 
and,  perhaps,  would  be  elsewhere,  if  the  matter  was  fairly 
tested. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  asserts  that  8,000  shares  are 
held  by  persons  in  Europe,  and  2,000  by  the  directors, 
and  20,000  by  the  citizens — so  that  of  those  who  have 
acted  on  the  present  occasion  seven-eighths  Ave  for  giving 
up  the  deposites. 

The  official  "Globe"  of  Monday,  speaking  of  the  Gi- 
rard  bank,  says— -"That  bank  ought,  and  no  doubt  will, 
in  pursuance  of  its  contract,  be  required  to  pay  every  dol- 
lar ofdeposite  on  hand  the  moment  it  refuses  to  receive  the 
accrui7ig-  revenue.  Not  the  indulgence  of  a  day,  nor  an 
hour,  should  be  given  to  an  institution  which  deserts  the 
post  it  has  voluntarily  assumed,"  &c.  and  then  suggests 
that  the  deposites  may  be  removed  to  New  York  or  Bal- 
timore, or  locked  up  in  the  vault  of  the  custom  house. 
The  spirit  of  this  article  is  of  a  horrible  kind.  An  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  opinion,  and  by  those  most  interested, 
is  to  be  followed  by  swift  ruin,  if  possible,  for  desertion! 
Why  was  not  the  bank  of  Virginia  so  threatened?  But 
the  agreement  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  new  deposite  banks,  left  each  party  free  to  retire  from 
the  contract,  at  discretion,  the  secretary  being  required 
to  give  reasonable  notice  of  his  intention  to  remove  the 
public  money.     ^^JSTous  verrons!" 

In  our  congressional  proceedings  will  be  found  a  brief 
abstract  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  senate,  on  the 
25th  inst.  respecting  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  in 
■which  Mr.  Taney  is  a  stockholder,  &c.  with  a  copy  of  a 
note  published  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  appended. 
Intending  to  present  all  such  things  fully,  we  think  it 
right  to  add,  that  the  "Globe"  of  the  27th  has  an  article 
saying,  that,  for  some  time  past,  Mr.  Taney  had  held, 
and  held  when  the  deposites  were  removed,  "six  or 
seven"  thousand  dollars  of  stock  of  this  bank — that,  on 
this  account,  he  requested  ihe  president  himself  to  select 
the  deposite  bank  in  Baltimore,  saying  "however"  that 
he  thought  the  capital  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  was  too 
small  to  make  it  a  suitable  depository — that  he  has  not 
bought  or  sold  any  bank  stock  since  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — that  he  never  was  a  director  in  the  Union 
bank,  though  once  elected,  without  his  knowledge — that 
no  treasury  draught  has  been  given  to  the  Union  bank 
since  October  last,  and  that  this  bank  had  not  asked  the 
aid  of  the  department  to  sustain  it — that  the  secretary 
has  never  doubted,  and  does  not  now  doubt,  that  the 
Union  bank  is  perfectly  able  to  sustain  itself  against  any 
attempts  that  may  be  made  against  it. 

In  the  same  degree  of  fairness  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  it  w!is  commonly  said  and  currently  believed,  that 
Mr.  T.  held  25,000  dollars  worth  in  the  stock  of  this 
bank,  and  that  the  aid  spoken  of  had  been  afforded. 

(>rf»Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  have  seen  the 
following  in  the  "New  York  American"  of  the  26th,  as 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Baltimore,  speaking  of  the 
•'bank  of  Maryland" — and  also  an  article  of  the  same 
purport  in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  same  date — 
"This  bank  has  been  circulating  vast  ninnbere  of  its  notes  in 
the  west;  last  waek  a  draught  from  the  west  for  $130,000  was 
presented  through  the  branch  bank— the  president,  Poultnipy, 
*sktd  one  day.    It  was  granted— an  exjrreM  was  sent  to  Mr. 


Secretary  Taney,  who  drew  on  tlie  branch  for  $200,000,  thus 
the  draught  on  llie  Marylnnd  bank  was  paid,  and  the  other 
^50,000  were  deposited  in  xhe.  pet  bank,  tlie  Union,  which  has 
done  every  thin^  in  its  power  to  sustain  Poultney'a  bank,  but 
all  in  vnio,  thougli  aided  by  the  government  in  the  sum  of 
,«$  150,000." 

And  the  "Commercial"  observes— -"There  are  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  tiie  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  wiiich  will  require  an  immediate  investiga- 
tion by  the  senate.  The  bank  of  Maryland  was  latterly 
a  political  bank.  Having  extended  itself,  through  the 
patronage  of  the  government,  it  has  at  last  met  the  con- 
sequences of  a  dependence  on  executive  wisdom  and  in- 
terference with  the  currency,"  &c. 

We  [Register]  had  not  belbre  heard  any  thing  of  this 
transaction* — but,  if  the  facts  stated  are  true,  it  will  only 
shew  tliat  the  likeness  of  the  names  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland and  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  has  caused 
another  mistake^ — tlie  latter  having  been  charged  with 
making  a  loan  of  $50,000  to  Mr.  Barry,  P.  M.  G.  which 
had  been  made  by  tlie  former. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  21.  After  pome  other  business — 
Momorials  were  presented  by  llie  following  members  praying 
for  the  restoration  of  tlie  deposites,  &c.  by  Mr.  Clay  from  up- 
wards of  3,000  persons,  cleiks  of  mercantile  men,  and  others 
engaged  in  trade,  in  the  city  of  Now  York;  also  by  the  same 
from  a  large  number  of  traders  from  ten  different  slates  on  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  who  happened  lately  to  be  in  Phila- 
delphia, laying  in  their  stock  of  goods  for  the  season;  five  by 
Mr.  Southard,  one  from  three  of  the  banks  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  others  from  the  countiesof  Monmouth, Gloucester  and  Hun- 
terdon; and  three  by  Mr.  Jiren<,from  the  banks  of  Frederick  and 
Washington  counties.  All  which  were  severally  read,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  jEttnnjr  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  Tbat  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  road's 
be  instructed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  present  condition 
of  the  post  office  department,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  to  take  testimony  for  ibat  purpose;  and 
that  the  secretary  of  the  senate  shall,  on  application  of  the  com- 
mittee, appoint  a  clerk  to  attend  them. 
[This  resolve  lies  on  the  table.] 

The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  state  department 
shewing  the  number  of  American  seamen  registered  up  to  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1833. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order 
of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  the 
charier  of  the  United  States  bank;  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  at  large  upon  the  questions 
brought  into  view  by  the  bill.  After  he  concluded,  Mr.  Benton 
addressed  the  senate,  until  near  4  o'clock,  when,  without  con- 
cluding, having  yielded  the  floor,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  22.  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cnmmings,  of  Ohio,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  losses  sustain- 
ed by  him  in  consfqiience  of  a  fraud  committed  by  one  of  the 
United  States  land  officers;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  respect- 
able meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Franklni  county,  Pennsylvania, 
also  a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  county  signed 
by  upwards  of  1,800  voters,  complaining  of  the  distress  caused 
by  the  experiment  of  the  government,  and  asking  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  &c.  Mr.  W.  in  presenting  the  above  made 
some  eloquent  remarks  descriptive  of  the  character  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  memorial,  the  productions  of  the  county,  and  of  their 
depreciated  value,  &.c.;  and  amongst  other  things  stated  that  it 
contained  10  or  12  forges;  that  there  were  upwards  of  4,000  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron;  that,  in  addition  to 
these  manufacturers,  tiiere  were  others  engaged  in  paper  mak- 
ing; tbat  all  had  been  compelled  to  dismiss  or  decrease  their 
hands;  that  the  agriculturists  had  also  come  in  for  their  share 
of  loss;  that  corn  and  rye  could  hardly  be  got  rid  of  at  Chan> 
bprsbiirgh  at  any  price;  the  loss  oh  wheat,  the  great  product  of 
the  county,  was  30  cent?  per  bushel;  and  that  clover  seed  ano- 
ther great  product,  had  fallen  from  $,6  to  $4  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the  memorial  of  300  citizens  of  Peters- 
bursih,  Va.  approving  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Leigh  bore  testimony  to  the  respectability  of  many  of  the 
signers  of  the  memorial,  bui  dnnhied  whether  there  were  as 
many  as  300  voters  in  Petersburgh;  he  then  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  citizens  of  Princess  Anne  county,  Va. 

Mr.  Rohhins  presented  two  memorials  against  removing  the 
deposites,  one  from  Newport,  the  other  from  Smiihfield,  R. 
Island.  The  above  proceedings  and  memorials  were  severally 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ewing  reported  a  bill  lo  settle  the  boundary  line  of  the 
stale  of  Ohio,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


*Nor  a&  yet  (Friday  evenins)  have  we  heard  the  statement 
either  affirmed  or  denied.  We  have,  however,  reasons  to  be- 
lievfi  that  the  whole  is  a-mi«take,  as  to  time  and  eircumstanees, 
at  least. 
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The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
leave  on  Mr.  Webster's  bill  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  when 

Mr.  Benton  resumed  his  remarks,  and  concluded  about  a 
quarter  past  3  o'clock;  when 

Mr.  White  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  express  his  sentiments 
on  this  question,  and  would  do  so  then,  or  on  Monday  next  as 
might  be  the  pleasure  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  there  was  much  businsss  of  an  executive 
nature  before  the  senate,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  the  senator 
from  Tennessee  would  defer  his  remarks  till  Monday.  After 
some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay  and  Webster,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  the  senate  went  into  executive  business;  and  after  the 
doors  were  reopened,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March2i.    Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  900 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  Mass.  remonstrating  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  for  their  restoration 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.     Mr.  W.  said  that  the  town 
of  Lynn  was  beautifully  situated,  is  highly  industrious,  and 
had  been  hitherto  prosperous  and  flourishing.     With  a  popula- 
tion of  8,000  souls,  its  great  business  was  the  manufacture  of 
shoes;  that  3,000  persons,  men,  women  and  ciiildren,  are  en- 
gaged in  this  manufacture.    They  make  and  sell  ordinarily,  two 
millions  of  pairs  of  shoes  a  year,  for  which,  at  75  cents  per  pair, 
they  receive  1,500,000  dollars;  that  they  consume  half  a  miliion 
of  dollars  worth  of  leather,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  pro- 
cured at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.    The  largest  number  of 
votes  ever  known  to  have  been  given  in  Lynn  was  1,060,  and 
900  had  signed  the  memorial.   He  stated  that  the  manufacturers 
of  Lynn  sent  their  articles  to  every  state  in  the  union;  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  they  draw  their  bills  on  time,  discount 
them  and  receive  the  cash.    They  had  heretofore  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  cashing  their  bills  at  three  fourths  of  oiie  percent. 
though  drawn  on  the  most  distant  places.    But  the  executive 
government  has  broke  up  ail  this,  and  these  manufacturers  sell 
their  bills  now  at  a  discount  of  iAree  per  cent.,  thus  losing  two 
dollars  and  a  quarter  in  every  hundred  by  losing  the  former  fa- 
cilities of  exchange.     In  the  present  state  of  ihitigs,  the  manu- 
facturers are  unwilling  to  buy  stock,  and  afraid  to  enter  into  any 
new  engagements.    They  cannot  therefore  employ  labor  as  for- 
merly, and  a  slate  of  confusion  and  embarrassment  has  conse- 
quently  ensued.     Three  hundred  hands  have  been  dismissed 
from  employment,  since  the  date  of  the  memorial,  and  others 
must  be  dismissed.     ''When  (asked  Mr.  W.)  will  this  foolish 
experiment  be  abandoned?"    All  men  may  commit  errors,  but 
wise  ni«"n,  and  candid  men,  will  retract  them,  so  soon  as  they 
see  them  to  be  errors.    They  will  not  adhere  to  errors  in  npite 
uf  experitace,  and  grow  more  obstinate  and  more  angry,  in  pro- 
portion as  that  Rrror  becomes  more  and  more  manifest.    The 
country,  said  Mr.  W.  must  be  saved;  and  the  people  must  save 
it  by  compelling  those  who  have  adopted  ruinous  measures  to 
retrace  their  steps. 
The  memorial  was  then  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  chair  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  held  in  York  county,  Pa.  approving  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  in  removing  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.    The  chair  stated  that  this  was  a  printed  paper  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  meeting;  that 
it  was  the  same  paper  which  had  been  presented  to  the  senate 
some  days  since,  with  the  exception  of  the  preamble  which  had 
been  expunged,  and  which  the  senate  had  refused  to  receive. 
The  committee,  (the  chair  said)  had  expressed  their  regrets 
that  they  were  not  authorised  by  the  meeting  to  make  any  al- 
terations in  the  proceedings;  and  the  senate  would,  therefore, 
be  left  to  decide  whether  the  paper  was  proper  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  paper  was  couch- 
ed in  respectful  language,  and  such  as  was  proper  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  senate.' 
The  chair  would  not  undertake  to  decide  that  question. 
The  reception  of  the  paper  was  then  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Webster,  Calhoun,  Poindexter,  Ewing  and  Southard,  and 
seconded  by  Messrs.  King,  Wright,  Preston  and  Kane, 

The  ground  on  which  the  reception  of  the  paper  was  resisted 
was,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  every  person,  under  the  rules 
which  govern  deliberative  bodies,  in  presenting  a  paper,  to  state 
that  its  language  was  respectful,  and  such  as  might  be  received; 
and  that  the  chair  had  expressly  declined  giving  any  statement 
as  to  the  contents  of  this  paper. 

On  motion  of  IVIr.  Frclinghuyscn  the  paper  was  then  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's  bill 
to  continue  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  tlie  U.  States,  when 

Mr.  White,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  senate  until  half 
past  3  o'clock,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  when  he  yield- 
ed the  floor  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

Marches.  Mr.  Mangum  presented  a  memorial  from  the  vil 
lage  of  Wilkesboro,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  complaining  of  the  violation  of  law  and  assumption 
of  power  by  the  executive,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  On 
the  authority  of  a  letter  he  stated  that  nine  tenths  of  the  me- 
morialists had  recently  been  the  friends  of  the  administration 
and  in  favor  of  general  Jackson. 

He  also  presented  a  similar  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Ha- 
lifax county,  North  Carolina.  Both  memorials  were  read  and 
referred. 

VIt.  Clay  rose  and  said  that  he  had  heard,  and  he  presumed 
thai  every  member  of  the  senate  had  heard,  that  yesterday  the 


bank  of  Maryland,  situated  in  Baltimore,  had  stopped  payment. 
He  stated  further,  that  he  bad  heard,  that,  in  consequence  of  » 
connection,  supposed  or  actual,  between  that  bank  and  the 
Union  bank  of  Marylaad,  one  of  the  banks  selected  by  the  trea- 
sury department  as  a  depository  of  the  public  revenue,  there 
was,  yesterday,  a  run  on  the  latter  bank  to  obtain  metallic  cur- 
rency for  the  paper  in  their  hands.  The  connection  between 
the  two  banks  seemed  so  intimate,  that  great  danger  was  appre- 
hended as  to  the  stability  of  the  Union  bank.  He  also  stated 
that  by  the  official  returns  made  by  the  treasury  department,  it 
appeared  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasurv  was  a  stockholder  to 
a  considerable  extent;  that  he  had  heard  the  stock  held  by  the 
secretary  in  that  institution  constituted  a  considerable  part  of 
his  property.  He  expressed  a  hope  it  would  turn  out  that  the 
Union  bank  was  in  a  safe  condition,  and  that  there  were  no 
just  grounds  for  the  apprehension  which  existed  as  to  its  safety, 
and  hoped  it  would  also  appear  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was  not  a  stockholder  in  this  bank  to  any  extent  which  would 
authorise  an  impression  that  he  had  suff"ered  his  own  interest* 
to  enter  into  the  considerations  which  led  him  to  select  this 
bank  as  one  of  the  depositories  of  the  public  money. 

He  had  also  heard  this  morning  that  a  treasury  draught  or 
treasury  draughts,  to  the  amount  of  $150,000,  had,  in  the  course 
of  H  few  days,  been  furni.shed  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He,  therefore,  eonsidered  it 
the  official  dutj  of  the  senate  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  whether 
there  was  any  danger  to  the  public  interests  likely  to  result  front 
the  circumstance  of  the' public  money  being  in  that  institution. 
And  to  that  end  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  de- 
posiie  in  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  and  on  what  accouat  it 
was  deposited;  and  whether  any  treasury  draughts,  contingent 
or  other,  have  been, during  the  month  of  March,  1834,  furnished 
to  the  said  bank,  to  enable  it  to  meet  any  demands  which  mighi 
be  made  upon  it.* 

This  motion  to  consider  the  resolution  requiring  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  senate — 
Mr.  Forsyth  objecting,  it  was  laid  over  until  to-nfK)rrow. 
Mr.  Clayton  presented  certain  resolutions  of  a  large  public 
meeting  of  silversmiths,  watchmakers,  jewellers,  8tc.  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites — 
which  was  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  &c.  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  which,  after  bein"  amended,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  next  proceet'  j  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  leave  asked  by  Mr.  Webster  to  introduce  his 
bill  continuing  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States: 
when 

Mr.  White  resumed  his  speech  and  concluded  at  4  o'clock: 
when 
Mr.  Clay  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 
Mr.  Webster,  who  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  seen  with  regret 
a  disposition  to  enter  into  a  wide  debate  upon  the  whole  merits 
of  the  conduct  of  the  administration,  upon  a  mere  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill;  the  effect  of  which  course  of  proceeding 
would  be,  to  put  off  the  vote  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions.  He 
could  not  concur  in  promoting  that  object,  and  as  he  had  now 
answered  his  own  purpose,  which  simply  was  to  present  a  spe- 
cific measure  for  the  consideration  of  congress  and  the  country, 
he  should  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  that  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tions might  be  acted  on,  and  accordingly  moved  that  his  motion 

*The  Union  bank,  on  the  26th  inst.  after  quoting  Mr.  Clay's 
speech,  of  which  the  preceding  is  a  brief  abstract,  issued  the 
following  notice: 

"There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  rumor  that  any  other 
connection  has  ever  existed  between  the  bank  of  Maryland  and 
the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  than  has  existed  between  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland  and  other  banks  in  the  city  of  Balti 
more. 

"It  is  not  a  fact  that,  'in  consequence  of  any  (supposed)  con- 
nection between  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  and  the  bank  of 
Maryland,a  treasury  draught  or  treasury  draughts  to  the  amount 
of  $150,000  (or  for  any  other  amount),  have,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  days,  been  furnished  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury:'  No  such  draughts  having  been 
received  since  October  last.  Nor  has  there  been  any  occasion 
for  such  funds;  the  means  of  the  Union  bank  being  amply  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  all  the  claims  against  it,  as  they  may  be  de- 
manded. 

"The  board  feel  reluctant  thus  to  appear  before  the  public;  but 
find  themselves  compelled  to  do  so,  by  a  sense  of  duly  to  the 
stockholders,  at  a  time  when  unfounded  rumors  are  in  circula-, 
tion,  in  prejudice  of  the  institution. 

(Signed)  THOS.  ELLICOTT,  prenden*. 

LUKE  TIERNAN, 
HENRY  PAYSON, 
WILLIAM  E.  MAYHEW, 
JAMES  CAMPBELL, 
JOHN  H.  B.  LATROBE, 
JOHN  a.  HEWLETT, 
DAVID  M.  PERINE, 
ISAAC  TYSON, 
THOMAS  A.  NOBRIS, 
WILLIAM  F.  MURDOCH." 
[rcc  also  page  67. J 
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or  leave  be  laid  on  the  lubie,  giviii)^  notice  that  he  should  again 
call  it  up  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Mi.  Forsyth,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  order- 
ed; and  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre 
iinghuysen,  Hendricks,  King,  of  Geo.  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kobbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, Toinlinson,  VVaggaman,  Web- 
ster— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tatlmadge,  Tip- 
ton, White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 15. 
So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  then  asked  if  the  senator  from  N.  York,  Mr.  Wright, 
desired  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  his  resolutions,  if  not 
that  he  should  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  those  who  had  spo- 
ken. 

Mr.  Wright  answering  in  the  affirmative,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 

Marches.  Mr.  Southard  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  5,000  young  men  of  Philadelphia,  opposed  to  the  course 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  removing  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  the  proceedings  of  4,627  young  men  of 
the  same  place,  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  finance  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  upon  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  was  then  taken  up,  and 

Mr.  fVri^ht  rose  and  spoke  at  large,  sustaining  the  secretary. 
When  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Clay  obtained  the  floor,  and  intimated  that  if  it  was  the 
wish  of  any  gentleman  to  address  the  senate,  he  would  yield 
the  privilege.  No  senator  rising,  Mr.  Clay  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, but  gave  way  to  Mr.  Poindexter,  upon  whose  motion  the 
senate  went  into  executive  business;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  adjourned. 

March  27.  Mr.  King,  of  Geo.  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  about  400  persons,  citizens  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  praying  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to,  and  for  the  recharter  of,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a  similar  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
Lexingtnn  and  the  county  of  Fayette,  Kentucky,  signed  by  up 
wards  of  1,200  persons. 

Mr,  Clay,  in  presenting  the  memorial,  said,  that  the  memorial 
ists  were  composed  of  numbers  of  his  friends  and  neighbor)!; 
some  of  whom  he  had  known  for  forty  years — by  individuali 
embracing  all  the  various  callings  of  life,  mechanics,  manufac- 
turers, farmers,  merchants,  and  the  great  body  of  men  of  busi 
ness  of  those  places. 

It  was  true  that  the  memorialists  d\A  not  speak  of  any  great 
present  pressure  in  their  portion  of  the  country;  they  spoke  of 
the  approach  of  great  distress,  and  expressed  their  apprelien- 
sions  that  it  would  increase. 

After  paying  them  an  eloquent  compliment,  he  said  they  had 
their  apprehensions  excited  by  what  they  deemed  an  assault  on 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country.  If,  said  tie,  there  be 
a  spot  in  the  union  likely  to  be  exemplfrom  the  calamities  thai 
had  afflicted  the  others,  it  would  he  that  region  about  Lexing- 
ton and  its  immediate  neighborhood.  Nowhere,  to  no  other 
country,  has  Providence  been  more  bountiful  in  its  gifts.  He 
stated  that  it  yielded  from  60  to  70  bu!:liels  of  corn  to  the  acre; 
but  there  were  6,000  fat  bullocks  remaining  unsold  because  the 
butchers  could  not  obtain  the  usual  facilities  from  the  banks  to 
purchase — thus  {^100,000  worth  of  this  species  of  property  re- 
mained on  hand. 

The  above  memorials  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webstemave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  his  bill  extend- 
ing the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
April. 

Mr.  Wilkins  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  of  ciiizens  of  the  town  and  county  of  Beaver,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  with  certain  mo- 
difications, for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  disapproving 
of  the  late  message  of  governor  Wolf,  commending  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Duane,  and  censuring  that  of  Messrs.  Wilkins  and 
McKean. 

Mr.  Wilkins  evLid  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  present  thpse  pro 
ceedings,  though   they  rapt  him   and   his   colleague   over   the 
Knuckles,  and  though  he  dissented  from  their  opinions. 
The  proceedings  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.    Wilkins,  reported   the  army   appropriation  bill  without 
amendment. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 

of  the  committee  on  flnance  on  Mr.  Cirty's  resolutions,  when 

Mr.  Clay  arose  and  addressed  the  senate,  and,  after  speaking 

two  hours  without  concluding  hi?  remarks,  he  gave  way  to  a 

motion  to  that  sffect,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRliSENTATlVES. 

Friday,  March  21.  Various  bills  of  a  private  nature  being  re- 
ported and  disposed  of. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  Cumberland  road  from  the  Missis- 
sippi river  to  JefTerson,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  the  bill  to 
continue  the  same  road  from  Vandalia,  in  Illinois,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  were  read,  respectively,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Surges,  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  and  then  the  cousidera- 


lion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  wayN  and  means,  &c.  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  C/t^mer,  of  Geo.  then  addressed  the  house  in  oppoHilion 
to  a  reslorati(m  of  the  tlepo.-iles.  and  coneluiled  at  half  past  2 
o'clock,  when  no  motion  of  Mr.  Cluy,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  22.  Motions  were  respectively  made  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  of  the  house  to  take  up  certain  billki,  which  tail- 
ed, or  were  withdrawn. 

The  bill  to  return  the  duties  on  certain  pieces  of  sculpture, 
the  capitals  of  the  columns  of  the  exchange  at  Philadelphia, 
was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  ayes  45, 
nays  135;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  24.  The  order  of  the  morning  being  the 
consideration  of  the  Virginia  resolutions,  the  house  took  up 
the  same,  when,  Mr.  Pinckney,  who  had  the  floor,  being  absent, 
the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  chair  then  resumed  the  call  of  the  :3taies  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions  and  memorials;  when 

Memorials,  petitions,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  depo^^ite8  and  the  re- 
charter of  the  bank,  by  the  following   persons — by  Mr.  Hard 
from  citizens  of  New  York;  by  Mr.  Selden  from  600  citizens  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  citizens  of  Buf- 
falo, New  York;  by  Mr.  Shinn  from  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  state  bank  of  Camden,  the  Cumberland  bank  of  Bridge- 
ton,  and  the  Farmers  bank  of  N.  Jersey;  and  from  the  citizens  of 
Gloucester  county,  and  another  county,  in  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Lee  from  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cumberland  county,  New 
Jersey;  by  Mr.  H^agener  from  citizens  of  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Miller  from  citizens  of  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania;  thirteen   memorials   by  Mr.  Heister  from  about 
750  [additional]  citizens  of  Lancaster  county;  by  Mr.  Chambers 
from  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsyvania; 
from   the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Washington  in  the 
same  county, also  from  other  inhabitantsof  the  county,  signed  in 
all  by  upwards  of  1,800  voter*;  by  Mr.  Binney  from  a  meeting  of 
building  mechanics  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelpliia;  by 
the  same  from  a  meeting  of  tin-plate  woikers,  sheet  iron  work- 
ers and  coppersmiths  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;   by  the  same 
from  a  meeting  of  cabinet  makers,  piano  forte  inaktrd,  chair 
makers,  upholsterers,  fancy  finnishers.  fringe  maker-",  carvnrs, 
gilders,  varnishers,  turners,  lamp  makers,  coach   maker?,  and 
others   engaged  in  furnishing   materials   and  labor  connected 
with  these  arts,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  the 
same  from   authors,  editors,  booksellers,   publishers,  printers, 
book   binders,   pap<  r   makers,   paper    dealers,   stationers,  en- 
gravers, copper  plate   printers,  type  and  stereotype  founders, 
printing  press  makers,  and  ink  manufacturers,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia;  by   the   same,  the   proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
young  men  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Bank* 
from  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Beaver,  in  the 
stale  of  PtfiinBylvauia,  by  Mr.  Henry  King  from  farmers,  iron 
masters,  storekeepers,  mechanics  and  others,  residing  in  the 
lower  part  of  the   county  of  Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr. 
Watmough  from  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Oxford,  Lower  Dub- 
lin, Byberry,  Moreland  and  unincorporated  Northern  Liberties 
of  the  county  of  Philadelpliia;  by  the  same  from  a  meeting   of 
the  citizens  of  the  third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania; 
by  I  he  same  from  another  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  same  dis- 
trict.   Mr.  Watmough  presented,  also,  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  third  congressional  district  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
complaining  of  a  misrepresentation  attending  the  presentation 
to  the  house,  on  the  3d  of  March,  instant,  of  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  said  third   congressional   district,  as  to  the 
number  of  signers,  and  representing  that  many  hundred  of  said 
signatures  were  duplicates.    The  said  memorials,  so  presented 
on  the  3d,  though  stated  by  Mr.  Sutherland  to  contain  4,000 
signatures,  upon  strict  examination  were  found  to  have  but  1,497 
names  in  all;  of  which,  467  were  duplicates.     So  that  the  teal 
number  of  signers,  instead  of  being,  as  alleged,  4,000  was,  in 
reality,  but  1,050.     Mt.  W.  laid  a  synopsis  of  these  signaturea 
before  the  house,  and  moved  for  its  printing,  together  with  the 
memorial  he  presented.  Mr.  SutAeWand,  having  obtained  Ivave 
to  reply,  gave  the  authority  on  which  he  had  made  his  former 
statement,  but  admitted  that  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
take.   The  duplicate  signatures  he  accounted  for  from  different 
copies  of  the  memorial  having  been  circulated,  and  the  signa- 
tures to  each,  61/  amJenf,  put  together.    To  show  how  easily 
this  might  occur,  he  referred  to  about  ninety  names  in  the  me- 
morial  presented   some  days  since  by  Mr.  Binney.  which  were 
to  be  found  in  similar  succession  in   two  difFerent  portions  of 
the  roll  of  signatures.     Some  further  explanations  took  place, 
which  we  do  not  undertake  to  give  in  detail,  but  which  resulted 
in  a  request  from  Mr.  Binney  that  Mr.  Sutherland  would  send 
to  the  clerk   an  exact  list  of  the  names  he   had  referred   to,  as 
Mr.  Watmough  had  done  in  reference  to  the  memorial  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Sutherland,     By  Mr.  ^Hnthony,  two  memorials  from 
Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Har;)er  from  a  meet- 
ing of  silver  smiths,  watch  makers  and  jewellers   of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by   Mr.  Stewart  the   memorial   of 
inhabitants  of  Brownsville  and  vicinity,  in  Pennsylvania;   by 
Mr.  Galbraith  from  inhabitants  of  Crawford  county,  PennsyJva- 


Ma^on  from   merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics  and   other 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Peierburgh,  Virginia;  by  Mr.  Loyall  from 
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inhabitants  of  Princess  Anne  county,  Virginia;  by  Mr.  Patton 
from  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Fredeiicksburgh  and  Falmouth, 
Virginia;  by  Mr.  Cage  from  inhabitants  of  Wilkinson  county, 
Mississippi,  by  the  same  from  inliabitants  of  Adams  county, 
Mississippi. 

All  the  above  memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  were  read,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Barnitz 
from  York  county,  Pa.  which  was  ordered  to  be  primed  and 
Jaid  on  the  table,  and  those  by  Mr.  Cage,  from  Mississippi,  which 
were  simply  presented  and  not  dis()0sed  of. 

Memorials,  petitions  and  resolutions  against  a  restoration  of 
the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  against 
a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

By  Mr.  Page  from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  New 
York;  by  Mt,  McVean  from  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Dickerson  from  ma- 
nufacturers, mechanics,  merchants  and  farmers  of  Paterson 
and  its  vicinity,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Lee  from  a  meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Cumberland  county,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Miller  from  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Carlisle  and  vicinity,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Suther- 
land from  citizens  of  unincorporated  Penn  township.  Pa;  by  the 
same  from  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Gal- 
braiih  from  inhabitants  of  Crawford  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Mason 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh,  Va.;  by  Mr.  Wise 
•from  a  meeting  of  inliabitanls  of  Matthews  county,  Va.;  by  Mr. 
Lytle  from  a  convention  of  inhabitants  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Leavitt  two  memorials  from  inhabitants  of  the 
etate  of  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Parker  sundry  resolutions  adop*ted  by  the 
general  assembly  of  New  Jersey  adhering  to  the  resolutions 
passed  by  them  on  the  11th  January  last;  by  Mr.  Barnitz  cer- 
tain resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  held  in  York,  Pa. 

All  the  above  memorials,  &c.  were  read,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  and  ordered  to  he  printed,  except  the 
last  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peyton^  of  Va.  moved  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  secre- 
tary of  war  for  all  the  correspondence  since  March  4,  1829,  rela- 
tive to  a  removal  or  change  ol  the  pension  office  from  the  bank 
■of  the  United  States,  and  its  several  branches,  to  any  of  the  local 
banks. 

After  attending  to  various  other  matters  connected  with  post 
routes,  or  of  a  private  and  personal  character,  there  being  but 
forty-seven  members  present,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  25.  Mr.  Chinn  reported  a  bill  to  complete 
.the  improvement  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  Ashley,  oi  Missouri,  having  obtained  leave,  presented  a 
memorial  from  certain  merchants,  citizens  of  the  western  states, 
convened  at  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites and  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  BurgeSy  who  had  the  floor  on  Mr.  Mardis^  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  depositee,  waived  his  right,  in  order  that  the 
Wates  might  be  called  for  memorials  and  petitions. 

The  house  having  granted  leave. 

The  chair  resumed  the  call  of  the  states,  commencing  with 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Cage  moved  that  the  resolutions  which  he  presented  yes- 
terday from  certain  citizens  of  Mississippi  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Plummer  asked  leave  to  address  the  house,  in  order  to 
express  his  dissent  to  the  doctrines  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Cage  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  when 

Mr.  Plummer  moved  to  commit  the  resolutions  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  adverse- 
ly to  the  prayer  thereof;  but  the  resolutions  having,  by  mistake, 
been  sent  to  the  printer,  the  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  laid  over  un- 
til the  next  petition  day. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  frorn  lieut.  Levy,  of 
the  navy,  presenting  to  the  U.  States  a  colossal  bronze  statue 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Va.  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  library,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  con- 
pideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  when 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  took  the  floor  and  spoke  till  3  o'clock,  and 
then,  on  niotion  of  Mr.  Schley,  of  Geo.  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  26.  The  resolution  submitted  by  3Ir. 
Mardis,  of  Ala.  relative  to  the  public  deposited  was  taken  up, 
and 

Mr.  Burges  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, wh«n 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan  obtained  the  floor. 

At  one  o'clock  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  of  way.>5  and  means, 
&c. 

Mr.  Schley,  of  Geo.  took  the  floor  and  addressed  the  house  in 
SHpport  of  the  secretary.     When  Mi.  S.  concluded, 

Mr.  Ellsworth  obtiuiw.d  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the  house 
adjourned,  which  motion  was  iipijiativcd;  but  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ bfing  r<;newe(l  by  Mr.  Afc  Comas,  after  some  explanations, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  27.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  deposites  was  taken  up,  when 

^Ir.  Chilton  Mian  addrei^sfd  the  house,  in  opposition  thereto, 
UiitMrthe  hourexpirt-d  without  concluding,  when 

The  house  resumed  tlu;  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
comaiittee  of  ways  ^ud  means,  and 


Mr.  Ellsworth,  of  Conn,  took  the  floor  and  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury's  reasons  until  past  3  o'clock, 
and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Choute  obtained  the  floor,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

THE  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  AND  MR.  McKIM. 

The  delegation  appointed  to  visit  the  city  of  Washington, 
to  present  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  favor 
of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  who  made  their  report  at 
the  meeting  in  Monument  s.^uare  on  the  5th  instant,  have  found 
themselves  compelled  to  appear  again  before  the  public,  in 
answer  to  an  attempt  that  has  been  made  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  and  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, to  discredit  the  statements  contained  in  the  report  re- 
ferred to. 

The  delegation,  consisting  of  individuals  who  have  never 
coveted  the  honors  of  political  preferment,  who  have  for  the 
most  part  but  little  mingled  in  the  strifes  and  contentions  which 
have  unfortunately  so  much  agitated  our  country,  and  whose 
lives  have  been  engrossed  in  pursuits  that  left  them  small  lei- 
sure and  less  desire  for  public  affairs,  were  not  prepared  to 
expect  that  the  duties  they  had  reluctantly  assumed,  in  visiting 
Washington,  were  to  be  subjected  to  such  harsh  imputations, 
as  would  put  the  delegation  upon  the  necessity  of  vindicating, 
before  their  fellow  citizens,  their  personal  veracity  and  honor. 
In  the  excited  state  of  the  times,  they  had,  it  is  true,  good 
reason  to  believe  that  party  exasperation  would  supply  much 
severe  comment  upon  the  motives  of  the  memorialists  and  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  delegation;  and  as  citizens  charged  with  an 
important  trust,  they  were  willing  to  abide  the  spleen  of  those 
who  might  be  offended.  But  they  did  not  suppose  that  facts, 
solemnly  asserted  under  the  responsibility  of  their  names, 
would  be  flatly  denied.  This  extreme,  however,  they  have 
already  encountered  from  various  quarters,  in  forms  so  authori- 
tative as  to  compel  them  in  their  own  defence,  to  throw  them- 
selves before  their  fellow  townsmen,  with  such  a  statement  as 
they  hope  will,  amongst  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  dele- 
gation, leave  the  question  of  fact,  at  least,  beyond  controversy. 

The  unusual  circumstance  of  appointing  a  special  delegation 
to  visit  the  seat  of  government  in  order  to  present  the  memo- 
rial, indicated  the  deep  and  momentous  concern  which  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore  felt  in  the  past  and  in  the  pending  mea- 
sures of  the  government.  The  memorial  itself  expressed  the 
language  of  extraordinary  present  distress  and  of  anxious  fear 
for  the  future  welfare  of  the  nation.  In  every  quarter  the  dis- 
turbed and  dismayed  condition  of  the  people,  the  frequency  of 
public  meetings,  the  intensity  of  the  public  discussions,  and  the 
sad  forebodings  which  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  the  nation 
had  openly  expressed,  showed,  too  clearly  to  he  mistaken,  thai- 
great  interests  were  at  hazard — interests  that  involved  some- 
thing more  than  the  personal  calamities  of  individuals,  and  re- 
lated to  the  permanency  and  integrity  of  our  government.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  the  delegation  were  selected  to  proceed 
to  the  city  of  Washington.  It  was  their  duty,  as  they  under- 
stood it,  not  only  to  present  the  memorial  with  which  they  were 
charged,  but,  also,  to  ascertain,  as  accurately  as  their  inquiries 
might  enable  them,  what  were  the  sentiments  of  the  prevailing 
party,  both  in  and  out  of  congress,  in  reference  to  the  increas- 
ing distress  of  the  times,  and  what  were  the  hopes  of  change. 
In  this  interpretation  of  the  purposes  of  their  mission  they 
could  not  neglect  the  obvious  duty  of  holding  communication, 
not  only  with  members  of  both  houses  of  congress,  but,  also, 
with  such  portions  of  the  executive,  as  might  be  supposed  to  be 
able  to  communicate  the  authentic  views  of  that  party  in  whose 
hands,  alone,  the  power  to  redress  the  people  resided.  They 
felt  that,  as  American  citizens,  representing  a  large  and  res- 
pectable portion  of  the  constituent  body,  they  had  a  right  to 
this  information:  that  the  genius  of  our  government  defied  the 
concealment  of  the  principles  by  which  the  public  functionaries 
were  regulated;  and  that  as  the  halls  of  congress  were  open  to 
petition,  so  should  the  executive  department  be  open  to  the 
access  of  every  citizen  who  respectfully  approached  it  to  make 
known  the  actual  state  of  the  country,  and  the  influence  of  the 
public  measures  upon  the  welfare  of  the  people.  With  this 
persuasion  the  delegation  felt  no  delicacy  in  holding  an  inter- 
view with  the  president  and  his  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and 
having  done  so,  they  reported  the  result  of  these  interviews  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  as  accurately  as  they  are  able  to  recollect 
them.  And  here  tluy  take  leave  to  observe,  that  they  do  not 
recognize  the  doctrine  that  any  public  functionary,  in  this 
country,  can,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, claim  to  consider  his  communications  to  a  committee 
of  the  people,  in  matters  relating  to  great  and  important  public 
measures,  in  the  light  of  confidential  disclosures,  which  they 
are  not  at  liberty  again  to  repeat — and  more  particularly  is  this 
remark  applicable  to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  their 
relation  with  their  own  constituents.  Our's  is  a  government 
which  professes  to  move  in  the  light  of  public  scrutiny.  To 
comment  upon  the  principles  of  those  who  administer  it,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  congress,  is  a  boasted  prerogative  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  the  representative  entertain  doctrines,  or  is  governed 
by  motives  of  which  his  constituents  are  ignorant,  the  conceal- 
ment of  them  is  unworthy  of  his  station.  If  they  be  of  evil 
tendency,  he  is  not  fit  for  his  place— if  they  be  good,  there  can 
be  no  private  reason  to  withhold  them. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  the  delegation  proceed  to 
ezamine  a  letter,  addressed  by  the  honorable  Roger  B.  Taney, 
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secrt'tary  of  tlie  treasury,  to  Upon  S.  Health,  enq.  o(  this  city, 
dated  the  lUth  instant,  and  lately  published  in  the  nevvfpapers 
of  this  city;  an  answer  to  winch,  it  is  proper  to  say,  would  liave 
been  sooner  laid  before  the  public,  but  for  the  absence  of  two 
of  the  delegation  from  the  city. 

Mr.  Taney,  from  the  particularity  with  which  he  remarks, 
that  four  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  delegation  were  not  [treseutat 
the  interview  with  him,  seems  to  infer  that  the  report  had  con- 
veyed a  different  impression  to  the  public:  but  it  will  be  seen, 
by  reference  to  the  report  itself,  that  the  statement  there  given 
is,  that  "a  part  of  the  delegation"  only  called  upon  him.  He 
complains  that,  in  the  conversation  to  which  he  was  invited 
by  Mr.  Brown,  one  of  the  four  who  visited  him,  he  had  no 
reason  to  expect  that  it  was  designed  for  publication.  He  then 
proceeds  to  detail  the  substance  of  the  conversation  vvhiijh  he 
held  with  Mr.  Brown,  and  with  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Oaither, 
having  previously  remarked  that  Mr.  Patterson  did  not  come 
into  the  room  until  near  the  close  of  the  interview. 

That  part  of  the  conversation,  as  detailed  by  the  secretary, 
in  which  he  asserts  tliat  Mr.  Brown  expressed  himself  opposed 
to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  the  latter  gentleman  has  un- 
dertaken to  answer  for  himself,  and  expressly  denies,  (what 
would  seem  to  be  sufficiently  incompatible  in  itself),  that  he 
who  went  to  Washington  to  ask  for  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, should  liave  declared  himself  opposed  to  such  a  measure. 
The  contradiction  may  be  reconciled  by  adverting  to  the  fact 
stated  by  Mr.  Brown  in  his  separate  publication,  namely,  that  his 
opinion  was,  that  the  future  deposites  should  be  made  in  the 
United  States  bank,  an  opinion  which  the  secretary's  statement 
does  not  controvert,  and  which  may  be  assumed  to  he  the  com- 
mon wish  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States,  who 
are  at  present  petitioning  for  their  restoration.  The  fact  also 
that  Mr.  Brown  desired  to  see  the  charter  of  the  bank  modified, 
or  a  new  bank  erected  in  its  place,  is  conformable  to  the  known 
sentiments  of  that  gentleman,  though  a  matter  of  no  interest  to 
the  mission  upon  which  the  delegation  proceeded  to  Washington. 
It  is  a  fact,  however,  which  may  serve  to  show  that  the  mea- 
sure of  restoring  the  deposites  is  not  so  inseparably  connected 
in  the»minds  of  the  people  with  the  renewal  ofthe  present  bank 
charter,  as  the  public  have  been  taught  at  Washington  to  be- 
lieve. 

Thus  disposing  of  such  part  of  the  secretary's  letter,  as  re- 
fers to  Mr.  Brown,  the  delegation  cannot  perceive  much  dif- 
ference between  the  statements  of  Mr.  Taney  and  those  given 
in  the  report;  and  it  will  perhaps  relieve  the  secretary  fiom  his 
suspicion  that  the  confidence  invited  by  Mr.  Brown,  has  been 
violated,  when  the  delegation  assure  the  public  that  they  have 
reported  nothing  that  was  not  uttered  after  Mr.  Patterson  came 
into  the  room.     The  object  of  the  delegation  was  in  no  respect 
unfriendly  to  Mr.  Taney,  nor  did  they  seek  to  cast  a  censure 
upon  him,  nor  expose  him,  in  any  degree  to  public  animadver- 
sion.    His  sentiments  had  been  already  given  in  an  official  form 
to  the  nation,  and  had  been  so  largely  canvassed  that  no  one 
could  be  supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  them.  It  was,  therefore,  not 
a  subject  of  their  concern,  to  repeat  Mr.  Taney's  views  as  declar- 
ed to  Mr.  Brown, in  regard  to  his  conceptions  ofthe  danger  and 
abuses  of  the  powers  ofthe  bank.     The  principal  object  of  their 
visit  to  the  secretary  was  to  communicate  to  him  their  own 
knowledge  of  the  public  distress,  of  their  conviction  ofthe  source 
from  which  it  sprang,  and  to  learn  from  him  whether,  with  these 
evidences  before  his  eyes  of  the  unpredicted  and  fatal  conse- 
quences of  his  own  error  of  policy,  this  department  of  the  exe- 
cutive still  adhered  to  the  determination  of  maintaining  the  un- 
fortunate position  it  had  previously  assumed.  His  answer  to  this 
communication  was  all  that  it  interested  the  signers  to  know, 
and  it  was  to  this  point,  accordingly,  that  they  directed  their 
attention.     Mr.  Taney  was  informed,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
delegation,  in  what  capacity  they  visited  him,  and  they  cannot 
but  feel  surprised  that  tiie  secretary  should  have  supposed  that 
an  answer  so  pregnant  of  interest  to  the  nation  should  not  be 
duly  and  faithfully   reported.    They  have  so  reported  it.     Mr. 
Taney  had  spoken  to  them  of  the  experiment — although   his 
letter  does  not  admit  this  phrase — and  had  said  that  it  would  be 
continued  regardless  ofthe  present  difficulties;  upon  which  Mr. 
Patterson,  conceiving  this  to  be  the  great  and  paramount  ques- 
tion before  the  people,  addressed  the  remark  to  the  secretary— 
"Sir,  if  this  experiment  should  be  persisted  in,  and  some  relief 
— Buch  as   we  do  not  now  anticipate — should  not  be  given,  a 
large  portion  ofthe   trading  community  must  fail."    The  se- 
cretary's reply  was— "If  all  did  fail  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment would  not  be  changed."    To  the  verbal  accuracy  of  this 
language,  on  both  sides,  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  pre- 
sent, now,  after  mature  deliberation,  give  their  most  solemn 
declararion.    And  they  beg  again  to  repeat  that  all  that  is  con- 
tained in  their  report  was,  in  substance,  communicated  to  them 
by  Mr,  Taney,  at  that  stage  of  the  conference  at   which  Mr. 
Patterron  was  present— this  gentleman  now  afBrming  to  his  re- 
collection of  all  therein  contained. 

In  making  this  communication,  the  delegation  think  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  substantial  dif- 
ference between  their  report,  and  the  admitted  views  of  Mr. 
Taney,  as  declared  by  himself— although  the  secretary  has 
somewhat  softened  the  import  ofthe  language  used  by  him.  He 
still,  however,  does  not  deny  t'.iat  he  may  have  used  the  exact 
expressions   Imputed  to  him  by  the  delegation — and  with  liiis 


I  what  they  heard — and  ak-jo,  to  assure  Mr.  'J'aney  that  they  ap- 
proached him  and  left  him  with  sentiments  of  private  respect 
unchanged  by  the  interview — regarding  the  communication  he 
had  made  to  them,  as  the  deliberate  and  approved  course  of 
the  executive,  guided,  doubtless,  by  its  own  sense  ofthe  public 
good,  and  ofthe  importance  of  its  policy. 

The  delegation  proceed  to  consider  the  letter  addresRcd  by 
Issac  McKim,  esq.  to  the  citizens  of  the  fifth  congressional  dis- 
trict, dated  on  the  15th  instant. 

This  letter,  they  are  sorry  to  remark,  indicates  a  degree  of 
temper  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  that  has  led  him  into  imputa- 
tions upon  the  delegation,  which,  perhaps,  in  a  cooler  moment, 
he  will  regret.  The  duty  of  a  representative  to  submit  to  a 
scrutiny  of  Uis  public  character,  conveys  an  obligation  too  vital 
to  the  liberty  of  the  people,  to  justify  the  exhibition  of  re»-ent- 
ment  against  any  constituent  who  demands  the  inquiry.  The 
representative  is  entitled  to  personal  respect— to  fair  examina- 
tion — and  to  impartial  judgment — he  is  entitled  to  be  protected, 
as  in  this  community  he  most  assuredly  would  be,  against  faUe 
accusations  and  misapprehension; — but  he  is  not  entitled  to  the 
veil  ol  secrecy  to  cover  his  opinions,  or  screen  his  acts  from 
public  review.  The  people — and,  especially,  in  times  when  it 
is  important  that  their  voice  should  be  truly  heard  in  the  public 
councils — have  a  right  to  inquire,  and  to  speak;  and  commen- 
surate with  their  right  to  inquire,  is  it  the  representative's  duty 
to  submit  to  the  investigation. 

The  delegation  make  these  observations,  because,  in  the  part 
they  have  had  to  perform,  it  has  been  their  misfortune  to  incur 
from  Mr.  McKim,  the  imputation  of  a  desipn  to  injure  him.  To 
this  they  reply,  that  some  of  them  have  been  long  in  the  en- 
joyment of  social  relations  with  that  gentleman,  which  had  won 
from  them  their  f»rivate  regard,  and  that  it  is  dnirig  violence  to 
their  personal  sentiments,  when  iMr.  McKim  attiibutea  to  them 
any  other  motive  or  impulse,  in  making  their  report,  than  those 
which  strictly  belong  to  their  regard  for  truth,  and  to  their  sense 
of  duty  to  the  citizens,  by  whom  they  were  deputed  to  visit  the 
seat  of  government.  Their  veracity,  however,  having  been 
most  uncourteously  challenged  by  Mr.  McKim,  they  feel  no 
hesitation  in  encountering  his  letter  with  a  statement  which 
they  feel  assured  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  will  not  discredit — 
and,  in  the  beginning,  they  earnestly  reaffirm  the  entire  and 
scrupulous  truth  of  the  statement  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
public. 

Before  the  delegation  enter  upon  the  examination  of  Mr. 
McKim's  letter,  they  will  pause  to  dispose  of  one  objection 
which,  from  the  phraseology  used  by  him,  would  seem  to  imply 
an  exception  to  the  right  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to  ex- 
pect from  him  either  accountability  to  them  as  a  representative, 
or  his  aid  in  presenting  the  memorial  to  congress.  His  letter 
is  addressed  to  the  citizens  of  "the  fifth  congressional  district," 
inelnding  a  portion  only  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore;  and  he 
speaks  of  being  "wantonly  assailed  by  a  eommiitee  opposed  to 
the  present  adtninistration  ofthe  government,  deputed,  in  creat 
part,  from  a  nei^ihborins;  congressional  district,  and  that  a  public 
meelingconvened  without  the  limitsnt  his  district."  It  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  say  more  to  this  objection,  than  that  a  verv  re- 
spectable numberof  his  own  immediate  constirnents  had  Figned 
the  memorial,  and  that  two  of  them,  captain  Graham  and  Mr. 
Hubbard,  (the  latter  of  whom  was  prevented  by  his  engawe 
ments  in  the  city  council  from  accompanying  his  colleague's), 
were  appointed  on  the  delegation.  To  this  fact  may  he  added, 
Mr.  McKim's  notification  to  the  delegation  that  he  was  expect- 
ed to  present  the  counter  memorial — and  that  he  did  subse- 
quently  present  it,  although  that  memorial  was  also  signed.  In 
great  part,  by  citizens  ofthe  neighboring  district."  and  the 
meeting  of  its  signers  was  also  convened  out  of  the  Units  of 
Mr.  McKim's  district:  a  fact  that  nt  once  refutes  the  sincerity  of 
the  objection  intimated  above.  The  delegation  now  purpose  to 
examine  the  statements  contained  in  Mr.  McKim's  letter. 

By  that  document  it  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  McKim's  in 
terview3  with  the  members  of  the  delegation,  are  described  as 
having  taken  place,  first  in  his  own  parlor,  and  secondly,  in 
the  parlor  of  the  delegation.  The  individuals  ofthe  delegation 
present  at  his  own  parlor  interviews  are  stated  by  him  to  be 
Mr.  Howell,  on  the  nicht  of  the  10th,  and  Messrs.  Birckhead 
and  Graham  separately  on  the  morning  ofthe  lllh.  By  the 
same  .ctatement,  his  visit  to  the  delegation  in  their  own  room 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  11th  and  lasted  about  an  hour,  he 
say,s  the  person  there  present  were  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Patter- 
son, capt.  Graham,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Gaiiher  and  Mr.  Shaw,  to 
the  two  last  of  which  gentlemen  he  was  then  introduced.  The 
delegation  will  add,  what  Mr.  McKim  has  forgotten,  that  Mr. 
Birckhead  was  also  present  and  conversed  with  him  some  time, 
and  that  the  visit  of  Mr.  McKim  lasted  for  upwards  of  two 
hours. 

From  the  long  detail  contained  in  Mr.  McKim's  letter  of  the 
conferences  held  by  him  in  Ws  otrn  par/or,  with  the  menihera 
of  the  delegation  who  were  his  personal  friends;  from  the  fre- 
quent stress  which  is  laid  upon  the  prnflered  hospitality  of  his 
table;  from  his  announcement  that  these  interviews  were  in 
the  presence  of  his  family;  from  the  emphasis  with  which  he 
trusts  that  he  may  be  excused  from  relating  the  convereatlon 
that  passed  at  dinner;  and,  above  all,  from  the  tenor  of  hfa 
concluding  remark,  insinuating  the  private  and  confidei.iinl 
character  of  these  di8clo.«ures,  and  his  aversion   tn  the  "moral 


explanation  the  delegation  are  willing  to  dismiss  the  subject;  and  social  code"ofthedpleeation— from  all  these  circumstances, 
taking  the  occasion  at  the  same  time,  to  protest  that  they  never  the  inference  Intended  to  be  raisod  by  Mr.  MrKim  is  too  plain 
supposed  th«y  were  violating  a  private  confidence,  in  repoiting  1  to  escape  notice.    They  are  all  directed  to  convey  to  the  public 
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one  conclusion — namely,  tliat  the  gfntiemen  rcferrod  to  ap- 
proached liiiu  under  llu;  mask  of  friendship,  Jirlfnlly  insiiinat 
ed  thenisclvr.s  inlo  llie  sccrcls  of  his  bn.-^fMn,  and  vvhilni  ac- 
eepiing  the  hoj^pitahty  of  liia  table,  or  th«  privileges  of  his 
family  sanctuary,  were  conspiring  to  betray  him,  by  the  pro- 
mulgation of  faisfihoodn  to  ths  public.  It  will  b<;  seen  before 
this  reply  is  concluded,  with  what  propriety  these  insinuations 
are  thrown  out. 

Mr.  McKim  purports  to  give  what  he  calls  the  "history"  of 
what  look  place  beivveen  himself  and  the  delegation — meaning, 
of  course,  (as,  in  such  circumstances,  it  was  his  duty  to  give), 
a  faithful  narrative  of  every  thing  that  he  could  remember.  It  is 
upon  this  narrative  that  he  invokes  the  public  judgment;  and, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  letter,  confesses  that  if  the  report  of  the 
delegation  be  true  he  is  "unfit  to  be  the  representative  of  a  free 
-and  enlightened  people."  It  is  upon  this  losue  that  the  delega- 
tion now  present  themselves  to  the  public. 

The  delegation  take  this  occa>ion  earnestly  to  remark,  that, 
in  the  report  made  by  them  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  they 
have  not  stated  one  word,  nor  referred,  hy  the  remotest  allusion, 
to  one  expression  used  by  Mr.  McKim  any  where  but  in  their  own 
room.  Mr.  Howell,  who  visited  Mr.  McKim  in  his  parlor, 
was  not  requested  to  make  that  visit,  nor  was  he  commissioned 
to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  delegation.  No  report  was  made 
by  Mr.  Howell  to  the  rest  of  the  delegation,  except  a  casual 
remark,  importing  that  Mr.  McKim  did  not  wish  to  present  the 
memorial — a  remark  that  was  not  rei»ealed  in  the  report.  His 
visit  was  regarded  by  the  delegation  as  entirely  private,  and  he 
did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  detail,  especially  for  the  public 
ear,  any  thing  that  was  there  uttered  by  Mr.  McKim. 

It  jstrae  that  capt.  Graham,  being  Mr.  McKim's  immediate 
constituent,  wras  deputed  with  Mr.  Birckhead  to  call  on  Mr. 
McKim,  on  the  morning  of  the  Uth,  and  inform  him  that  the 
delegation  had  arrived;  but  nothing  that  passed  between  these 
gentlemen  and  the  representative  was  incorporated  into  the  re 
port.  Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  reluctance  of  the  delega- 
tion to  say  any  thing  of  Mr.  McKim's  opinions,  except  as  they 
referred  to  the  immediate  subject  of  their  mission,  that  they 
have  in  their  report  scrupulously  omitted  many  particulars 
which,  although  properly  subject  to  public  remark,  were  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  indicate  a  want  of  due  reflection  on  his 
part,  and  for  that  reason  alone  were  withheld  from  the  report. 

With  this  statement  it  cannot  but  be  seen  how  very  unjust  is 
the  attempt  of  Mr.  McKim  to  enlist  the  public  sympathy  in  his 
favor,  by  endeavoring  to  cast  upon  the  delegation  the  implied 
offence  of  violating  the  confidence  of  his  fireside.  He  has, 
liowever,  in  his  letter,  broken  this  seal  of  confidence,  and  pub- 
tished  to  the  world  for  the  first  time,  the  conversation  he  had 
held  with  Mr.  Howell.  As  this  conversation  is  now  referred 
to,  somewhat  in  the  light  of  an  official  answer  to  an  official 
communication — a  character  which  Mr.  Howell  certainly  never  1 
gave  it,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  it  is  in  general  a  true  statement, 
except  that  Mr.  McKim  (according  to  Mr.  Howell's  recollec- 
tion), instead  of  saying  that  "he  would  risk  his  life  and  fortune 
rather  than  betray  the  trust  which  his  constituents  had  delegat- 
ed to  him" — remarked  that  he  would  encounter  this  risk  "ra- 
ther than  abandon  the  course  of  the  administration" — a  remark 
which  he  reiterated  in  the  room  of  the  delegation.  The  delega- 
tion repeat  that  no  part  of  this  conversation  ever  entered  into 
the  report. 

From  Mr.  McKim's  "history"  of  the  case,  it  would  seem  that 
the  only  occasion  on  which  he  had  any  conversation  with  any 
inembers  of  the  delegation  regarding  the  immediate  object  of 
their  visit  to  Washington,  was  in  his  own  parlor;  since  he  de- 
•clares  that  when  he  visited  the  delegation  in  their  room  on  the 
iiight  of  the  11th,  (where  he  remained,  according  to  his  own 
etatement,  an  hour,  and,  according  to  that  of  the  delegation, 
upwards  of  two  hour?)  he  had  only  a  general  conversation 
about  the  state  of  the  money  market,  the  bank  and  the  pres 


tlic  chairman  did  not  introduce  the  subject  of  presenting  the 
inc!iiori;il— because,  from  what  Mr.  HotvcII  had  intimated  the 
nl^ht  before,  tlie  rittlegolion  were  \v(\  to  bfjiieve  that  Mr.  McKim 
did  not  wish  to  preKciit  it.     I5ul  Mr.  I'McKiin  hinic^elf  introduced 
the  subject,  and  gave  the  reasons  for  not  presenting  the  memo- 
rial already  detailed  in  the  report.     It  may  assi^t  his   memory 
to  recall  this  circumstance,  so  strenuously  denied  by  him,  to  re- 
fer to  a  fact,  the  announcement  of  which  particularly  sliuck 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  delegation  to  whom  it  waa 
addressed:  Mr.  McKim  stated  to  the  chairman,  amongst  other 
reasons  for  not  presenting  the  memorial — that  it  was  the  cus- 
tom, on  such  occasions  to  make  a  long  speech — that  this  would 
be  expected  of  him  by  the  delegation,  and  therefore  he  would 
have  to  make  one,  which  he  could  do,  but  he  had  been  advised 
not  to  make  speeches,  because  it  would  hurt  his  influence  in 
the  house.    He  further  remarked,  as  an  additional  reason,  that 
he  would  be  called  on  to  present  the  counter  memorial,  which 
he  expected  in  a  few  days:  and  he  said  other  things  bearing  on 
the  same  subject,  which  the  delegation  do  not  choose  to  repeat, 
being  too  confident  in  their  own  recollections,  to  allow  them- 
selves an  instant  of  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their  statement. 
Mr.  McKim  has,  by  his  silence,  aleo  denied  his  opposition  to 
the  policy  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.    The  delegation,  in 
addition  to  the  statement  in  their  report,  say,  that  Mr.  McKim 
had  hi."  attention   drawn   to  this  subject,   when   he  candidly 
avowed  his  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  said  that  he  had 
written  letters  against  if,  which  were  read  in  the  cabinet;  and, 
moreover,  that  in   Baltimore,  he  had  urged  Amos  Kendall  not 
to  do  it — at  all  events,  until  after  his  election.     These  remarks 
were  followed  by  his  declarations  relating  to  his  influence  with 
the  executive,  as  detailed  in  the  report;  and  also  of  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  distress  existing  in  Baltimore,  which,  he  said, 
he  had  not  made  known,  as  he  thought  it  might  injure  the  city 
— illustrating  his  remark,  at  the  same  time,   with  a  proverb 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat — and  declaring,  as  a  further 
reason,  that  he  was  not  going  to  admit  the  distress  to  the  Yan- 
kee members  of  congress.     His  expression,  at  this  interview,  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Bibb,  of  which,  "for  the  present,  he  contents 
himself  witii  a  positive  denial" — the  delegation  now  CE^phati- 
cally  reassert,  as  made  by  him,  on  this  occasion,  to  Mr.  Patter- 
son and  the  cliairman  Mr.  Crawford. 

These  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  McKim  during  the  inter- 
view, to  portion^-  of  the  delegation,  as  the  conversation  respect- 
ing the  objects  of  the  mission  led  to  these  topics;  and  although 
not  all  heard  by  each  member  of  the  delegation,  yet  they  were 
sufficiently  general  to  remove  any  pretext  for  the  supposition 
that  they  were  intended  to  be  confidential,  or  to  express  any 
other  than  the  public  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  represen- 
tatives, and  too  explicitly  declared  to  admit  of  the  possibility  of 
misapprehension. 

The  delegation  regret  that  they  should  be  put  so  distinctly 
upon  the  defence  of  their  own  veracity,  as  to  make  it  necessary 
I  to  repeat  assertions  heretofore  given  to  the  world  under  their 
own  hands.  But  they  trust  their  fellow  citizens  will  perceive 
that  no  alternative  was  left  them  but  to  take  up  the  issue  pre- 
sented to  them  by  Mr.  McKim.  In  doing  so,  they  have  exhi- 
bited the  case  so  strongly  as,  for  the  present,  it  is  necessary  to 
do.  They  have  shown  that  Mr.  Kim  is  entirely  mistaken,  in 
suppo.5!ing  any  confidence  of  private  friendship  has  been  violat- 
ed, that  the  interview  with  him  was  upon  hitr  own  call,  in  the 
parlor  of  the  delegation,  and  that  he  has  not  given  in  his  letter 
any  particulars  of  the  conversation  which  occurred  there, 
whilst  he  has  filled  it  with  conversations  which  the  delegation 
did  not  report:  that  his  memory,  as  to  what  occurred  in  the  par- 
lor of  the  delegation,  is  treacherous  and  cannot  be  depended 
upon:  whilst  the  recollection  of  the  several  members  of  the  de- 
legation of  such  parts  of  the  conversation  as  fell  within  their 
hearing,  is  accurate  and  fresh,  and  warrants  them  severally,  in 
iving  the  most  solemn  avouch  to  the  public,  of  the  truth  of 


♦lure— but  not  a  word,  that  he  can  remember,  "about  presenting  j  their  previous  report,  and  of  the  facts  herein  added  to  it. 


the  memorial."  If  this  be  correct,  it  is  a  little  strange  that  Mr. 
McKim  should  consider  the  communication  he  had  in  his  own 
parlor  relating  to  the  presentation  of  the  memorial,  confiden- 
tial, since  it  ia,  according  to  his  own  testimony,  the  only  occa- 
Fion  on  which  the  subject  was  opened  to  him  by  any  member 
of  the  delegation.  Mr.  McKim,  however,  the  delegation  affirm, 
is  altogether  in  mistake — and  as  his  "history"  is  written  to  ena- 
ble the  public  to  decide  the  important  issue  which  he  himself 
has  tendered,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  a  little  more 
particularity  should  have  been  indulged  as  regards  the  conver 
nations  and  events  of  this  vi^it. 

As  it  was  at  this  visit  to  the  delegation  in  their  own  parlor, 
that  Mr.  McKim  expressed  himself  in  the  language  ascribed  to 
him  in  the  report,  the  delegation  feel  themselves"  authorised  to 
refer  to  bo  much  of  the  conversation  that  passed  there,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  recall  to  Mr.  McKim,  more  explicitly  than  they 
have  heretofore  done,  the  subjects  that  were  then  brought  into 
discussion.  And  as  Mr.  McKim  is  not  only  silent  in  his  letter 
as  to  what  passed  on  this  occasion,  but  also  expressly  negatives 
the  statement  heretofore  made  by  the  delegation,  they  take  the 
opportunity  to  reaffirm,  in  the  most  impressive  laniruagc,  the 
perfect  troth  of  that  statement,  and  to  declare  that  all  there  re- 
ported and  much  more,  waa  uttered  by  Mr.  McKim  at  this  visit; 
and  consequently  that  the  visit  was  not  of  so  informal  and  un- 
important a  character  as  the  letter  would  leave  the  public  to 
suppose. 

When  Mr.  McKim  entered  the  room  of  the  delegation,  he  in 
quired  for  the  chairman.     It  is  true,  as  Mr.  McKim  states,  that 


With  this  explanation  they  desire  to  take  leave  of  the  sub- 
ject, confidently  relying  upon  their  credit  and  character  with 
their  fellow  citizens,  to  whom  they  beg  permission  to  add,  not- 
withstanding recent  attempts  to  discredit  other  parts  of  their 
report,  that  upon  a  deliberate  review  of  the  whole  of  that  do- 
cument, they  are  willing  to  pledge  their  honor  and  reputation 
for  Its  entire  and  unexaggerated  truth. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 
HUGH  BIRCKHEAD, 
.T.  W.  PATTERSON, 
GEO.  R.  GAITHER, 
W.  C.  SHAW, 
WM.  GRAHAM, 
JOHN  BROWN  HOWELL. 
P.  S.    Since  this  reply  has  been  prepared  by  the  delegatior?, 
Mr.  Brown,  conceiving  from  the  special  manner  in  which  he 
has  been  singled  out  hy  Mr.  Taney  for  remark,  and  believing, 
from  his  being  the  only  member  of  the  delegation  with  whom 
Mr.  McKim  had  no  conversation,  that  he  is  the  person  referred 
to  in  that  gentleman's  letter,  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  annex  a 
separate  reply  in  his  own  name. 

For  this  reason,  alone,  Mr.  Brown's  name  does  not  appear 
with  the  rest  of  the  delegation,  his  separate  reply  being  sub- 
joined. 


In  addition  to  the  notice  published   on   the   IBth  inst.  of  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Taney  respecting  (he  conversali(m  re- 
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Iterred  to  by  him,  as  having  taken  place  between  him  and  my- 
self at  Washington,  I  consider  it  also  my  duty,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  say,  that  bo  far  as  concerns  my  interview 
with  Mr.  McKim,  if  he  alluded  to  me,  he  is  correct  in  if^tating 
that  I  had  no  conversation  with  hiui — as  I  came  into  the  com- 
mitt<e  room  where  he  was  when  the  interview  between  him 
and  the  delegation  was  nearly  closed.  But  it  is  my  duty  fur- 
ther to  state,  that  although  I  had  not  an  opportunity  myself  to 
hear  his  remarks,  yet  from  the  representationsof  my  colleagues 
immediately  afterwards,  and  from  my  entire  confidence  in  their 
veracity  as  gentlemen,  I  cannot  entertain  the  sli;^luest  doubt  of 
the  statement  made;  and  I  do  now,  as  I  did  when  I  signed  the 
report,  hold  myself  responsible  in  common  with  them,  for  the 
truth  of  every  word  therein  stated.  1  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  this  separate  statement,  because  I  am  the  only  person 
of  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  McKim's  remarks  could  apply, 
and  I  cheerfully  submit  my  course  to  the  public  decision. 

GEO.   BROWN. 
Baltimore,  I9tk  Marchy  1834. 

REPORT  OF  THE  ''UNION  COMMITTEE"  OF  N.  YORK 
Appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to 
congress,  held  on  the  11th  day  of  February,  1834,  at  the  Mer- 
chants' Exchange,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  "union  committee"  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  mer- 
chants and  others  (signers  of  the  memorial  to  congress)  held  on 
the  11th  day  of  February,  1834,  at  the  Merchants'  Exchange  of 
New  York,  submit  the  following  report:  in  which  as  the  only 
means  in  their  power  of  inducing  a  reconsideration  of  the  sub- 
ject by  the  state  legislature,  the  committee  have  embodied  their 
views  respecting  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  and  a  na- 
tional bank. 

The  committee,  anxious  in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  state  banks  and  of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city, 
and  the  probable  amount  to  which  their  accommodations  might 
be  extended,  applied  to  them  for  that  purpose.  The  banks 
have,  almost  universally,  cheerfully  complied  with  that  request, 
although  some  delay  has  necessarily  taken  place;  and  the  state- 
ment annexed  to  this  report  which  exhibits  their  situation  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  and  the  1st  of  February,  1834,  respec- 
tively, shows  that,  so  far  from  any  curtailment  having  taken 
place,  the  accommodations  given  by  the  banks  have,  during 
that  period,  been  increased  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  amounted  to  almost  forty  millions  of 
dollars. 

On  the  1st  of  October  last  the  loans  and  discounts 
of  the  three  banks,  which  have  since  been  se- 
lected to  collect  the  revenue  of  the  U.  States, 
aniuunted  to  $9,189,593 

Those  of  the  other  16  banks,  then  in  operation  to        18,9.53,183 
And  those  of  the  branch  of  the  United  States  6,180,833 


$34,323,609 


On  the  1st  of  February  last  those  of  the  three  se- 
lected banks  amounted  to 

Those  of  the  17  other  city  banks  then  in  operation 
to 

And  those  of  the  branch  bank  to 


$13,769,552 

19,494,185 
6,458,540 


$39,722,277 
It  W.1S  evident  from  that  statement,  that  the  city  banks  had 
extended  their  loans  and  discounts  to  the  utmost  extent  con- 
sistent with  their  safety.  The  liabilities  of  the  eighteen  banks 
of  which  we  have  complete  returns,  including  the  aggregate 
amount  of  their  circulation  and  public  and  private  deposites, 
and  deducting  that  of  their  own  noies  and  checks  drawn  upon 
them,  in  the  possession  of  the  several  banks,  and  not  returned 
and  exchanged  till  the  ensuing  morning,  amounted  on  the  1st 
of  February  last,  exclusively  of  the  balances  due  to  the  banks 
out  of  the  city,  to  $15;500,000;  .ind  the  aggregatearaount  of  spe- 
cie in  their  vaults  to  1,652,000  dollars.  This  proportion  is 
known  from  experience  to  be  sufficient  in  ordinary  times,  and 
will  prove  so  now,  so  long  as  the  amount  of  public  deposites 
shall  not  be  materially  diminished;  and  especially  at  a" time 
when  there  is  not  and  cannot  be  any  foreign  demand  for  specie; 
but  this  amount  of  specie  could  not  be  sensibly  lessened  with- 
out endangering  the  safety  of  the  banks. 

Even  if  willing  to  encounter  the  risk  of  still  further  lessening 
the  ratio  of  specie  to  liabilities  payable  on  demand,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  banks  to  do  it  at  pleasure;  since  the  ability  to 
extend  their  discounts  beyond  the  amount  of  their  capital,  de- 
pends entirely  on  that  of  their  circulation  and  deposites,  and 
these  are  regulated  by  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  not  by 
the  operations  of  the  banks.  Should  they,  by  a  simultaneous 
effort,  increase  at  this  time  their  discounts  by  two  millions  of 
dollars,  they  must  to  the  same  extent  issue  an  additional 
amount  of  bank  notes,  or  open  additional  credits  on  their  books 
(commonly  called  deposites)  in  favor  of  those  whose  notes  they 
might  discount;  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  excess  of  is- 
sues, or  book  credits,  beyond  the  amount  wanted  to  effect  the 
payihents  of  the  city,  would  be  almost  instantaneously  return- 
ed upon  them,  either  by  transfers  of  the  surplus  amount  to  other 
cities,  or  in  some  other  way. 

In  the  present  state  of  public  excitement  and  apprehension, 
the  slightest  incidents  may  produce  fatal  effects.  An  unfound- 
ed alarm  as  to  the  sitisation  of  ^he  country  hanks,  has  shf)wn 
the  n«ces8{ly  impofsed  on  those  of  the  city  to  husband  their  re- 


sources. In  that  instance,  we  are  gratified  to  find  that  the 
measures  of  relief  which  were  immediately  adopted  have  been 
attended  with  complete  success;  and  that  the  banks  of  the  in- 
terior by  a  salutary  though  palnlul  curtailment  of  their  issues, 
and  by  judicious  measures  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes, 
enjoy  now  the  same  confidence  as  heretofore. 

The  preceding  observations  are  strictly  applicable  to  all  the 
city  banks  which  rely  exclusively  on  their  own  resources.  Tlie 
late  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  be- 
longs almost  entirely  to  the  three  banks  selected  to  collect  the 
public  revenue,  and  is  due  partly  to  the  increase  of  about  one 
million  of  dollars  in  the  amount  of  public  deposites  in  tiiis  city, 
since  the  first  of  August  last;  but  principally  to  the  fact  that  the 
selected  banks  have  increased  their  discounts  almost  to  the 
whole  extent  of  the  public  moneys  in  their  hands.  Whether 
they  will  be  able  to  continue  their  accommodations  to  the  same 
amount  depends  on  a  contingency,  which  it  is  not  yet  in  their 
power  to  ascertain,  viz:  whether  their  receipts  derived  from  the 
United  States  revenue,  which  may  be  collected  during  the  en- 
suing months  at  New  York,  will  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
treasury  draughts  for  the  public  service  during  the  same  period. 

The  city  of  New  York  has  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
curtailments  made  here  in  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  Notwithstanding  a  decrease  of  more  than  four 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  amount  of  the  public  and  private  de- 
posites in  the  New  York  branch  since  the  first  of  August  last, 
the  loans  and  discounts  here  do  not  vary  essentially  from  the 
amount  allowed,  either  on  the  first  of  August  or  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, 1833.  But  it  was  presumed  that  the  same  reasons  which 
had  induced  the  bank  to  strengthen  this  important  place,  had 
lost  nothing  of  their  force;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  capital  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  originally  as- 
signed to  the  branch  of  this  city,  which  is  but  one-fourteenth 
part  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank,  was  much  less  than  is 
now  due  to  the  principal  centre  of  the  commerce  and  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  country.  Strong  representations  were 
therefore  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  bank  posi- 
tive assurances,  that  no  diminution  at  least  of  their  discounts 
or  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  should  take  place  in 
this  city,  and  that  the  forbearance  in  calling  for  balances  due 
by  the  city  banks,  should  be  continued  to  the  same  extent  as 
heretofore,  during  the  two  ensuing  months. 

A  disposition  to  comply  with  this  request  was  early  manifest- 
ed, but  an  intervening  incident  induced  the  bank  to  postpone  a 
definitive  answer,  which  was  not  received  till  yesterday.  It 
will  be  seen  by  this,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  accedes 
to  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee  of  correspondence 
"that  no  diminution  up  to  the  first  of  May  next,  be  made  in  the 
present  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  in  the  city  and  state  of 
New  York,  and,  if  practicable,  that  an  increase  be  made  in  the 
line  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  discounted  at  the  oflSce  in 
that  city,  and  that  the  bank  will  not  call  for  the  payment  of  such 
balances  as  may  become  due  to  it  by  the  city  banks  up  to  the 
first  of  May  next,"  it  being  understood  that,  in  case  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  should  become  indebted  to  the  city  banks  a 
similar  forbearance  on  their  part  is  to  be  observed.  The  ar- 
rangement to  be  subject  to  be  changed  by  the  bank,  in  case  of 
further  hostile  action  of  the  executive,  or  any  unforeseen  event. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  entertairi  a  confident  hope 
that  the  accommodations  now  given  by  the  banks  will  not  be 
lessened  during  the  ensuing  months;  but  cannot  hold  out  the 
expectation  of  any  material  increase.  The  only  mode  by  which 
some  relief  can  be  obtained  from  that  source,  without  increas- 
ing the  liabilities  of  tiie  banks  payable  on  demand,  which  sug- 
gests itself,  is  some  uniform  plan  for  an  increase  of  special  de- 
posites, bearing  a  moderate  rate  of  interest,  and  not  to  be  with- 
drawn before  stated  periods  according  to  agreement. 

The  object  of  this  measure  must  not  be  misunderstood.  It 
cannot  bring  into  action  any  considerable  portion  of  inactive 
moneyed  capital,  since  there  is  hardly  any  which  is  not  at  this 
time  actively  employed,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  as  ordina- 
ry bank  deposites.  Its  only  effect  would  be  to  substitute,  for 
the  private  credit  which  from  want  of  confidence  is  now  with- 
drawn, bank  credit  in  the  shape  of  certificates  of  deposite,  which 
the  holders  might  negotiate.  Post  notes  would  be  more  conve- 
nient, but  seem  to  be  forbidden  by  law.  That  plan  has  been 
successfully  adopted  in  Massachusetts,  and  several  foreign 
countries.  The  city  banks  are  the  only  proper  judges  of  its 
practicability,  safety  and  utility,  here,  and  at  this  time;  and 
they  have  accordingly  been  requested  to  take  it  into  considera- 
tion. 

In  other  respects  the  committee  could  recommend  to  then* 
nothing  more  than  to  take  also  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  the  following  measures: 

An  agreement  between  the  several  banks,  founded  upon  equi- 
table principles,  not  to  demand  from  each  other,  for  the  pre- 
sent, payment  in  specie  of  the  balances  which  may  respectively 
become  due  to  any  of  them;  unless  such  balance  should  exceed 
a  certain  sum  in  proportion  to  their  respective  capitals. 

A  uniform  and  eflicient  plan  for  the  redemption  of  country 
notes  in  this  city,  together  with  such  means  as  may  be  devised 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating,  at  this  time,  the  country  remit- 
tances. 

An  application  to  our  representatives  in  congress,  urging  the 
necessity  of  passing  immediately  the  bills  now  before  that  body 
for  making  the  silver  coins  of  Mexico  and  the  states  of  South 
America  a  legal  tender,  and  for  raising  the  value  of  the  gold 
coins  to  their  market  price;  suggesting,  in  reference  to  the  last 


i 


74 


NILES^  REGISTER— MARCH  59,   1 834— NEW  YORK  REPORT. 


subject,  that,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  and  of  avoiding  delay, 
the  same  rule  should  be  adopted  as  in  the  estimation  of  duties 
on  foreigti  importations. 

An  application  to  congress  for  a  moderate  and  permanent  ap- 
propriation, which  may  enable  the  mint  to  pay  in  American 
coins,  without  delay  or  expense,  for  the  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
or  uncurrent  foreign  coins  which  may  be  brouglit  to  that  estab- 
lishment. 

Since  it  was  obvious  that  the  pressure  on  the  money  market 
in  this  ciiy  was  not  due  to  any  curtailments  in  the  usual  ac- 
commodations by  the  banks,  but  to  an  increased  demand  for 
money,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  for  credit,  the  attention  of 
the  committee  was  called  to  an  investigation  of  the  causes  to 
which  this  state  of  things  must  be  ascribed. 

The  causes'which  have  been  suggested  as  more  specially 
affecting  this  city,  are  the  effects  of  the  tariff,  and  of  the  pur- 
chase of  foreign  stocks  on  its  capital.  Public  opinion  assigns 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  curtailment  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  general  and  immediate  causes  of  the 
present  crisis  throughout  the  whole  country. 

1.  It  was  found  impracticable  during  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress to  arrange  the  existing  differences  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  by  an  act  that  should  embrace  all  the  details  pertaining 
to  that  JDtricale  subject.  In  order  to  remove  a  pressing  and  im- 
minent danger,  it  became  necessary  to  discard  all  the  details, 
and  resort  to  a  compromise  embracing  only  general  principles. 
It  could  not  but  be  expected  that  defects  might  be  discovered, 
and  consequences  ensue,  not  perceived  or  contemplated  at  the 
lime  when  the  act  was  passed.  It  is  believed  that  the  great  im- 
portance to  one  party,  and  the  great  sacrifice  required  from  the 
other,  by  the  conversion  of  duties  payable  at  a  distant  day  into 
cash,  or  short  duties,  were  not  estimated  at  their  full  value. 
That  sacrifice  falls  most  heavily  on  that  city  in  which  more 
than  one-half  of  the  revenue  is  collected.  The  duties  did  not, 
under  the  old  system,  becouie  payable  till  about  the  time  when 
the  importer  was  paid  by  the  consumer.  At  present,  the  New 
York  importers  not  only  collect  as  heretofore,  but  m  fact  ad- 
vance to  government  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  duties  on 
importations,  which  is  ultimately  paid  by  the  consumer. 

Without  entering  into  a  critical  analysis  of  the  subject,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  an  additional  amount  of  capital,  equal 
to  that  of  the  duties,  is  now  required,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
same  quantity  of  business  in  articles  on  which  the  duties  are 
now  payable  in  cash,  or  at  much  shorter  periods  than  formerly. 
The  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  tariff  compromise  ought  to  be  strictly  respected, 
and  no  modifications  proposed  but  such  as  are  consistent  with 
its  true  intent  and  spirit.  A  warehousing  system,  founded  on 
the  principle,  that  the  time  at  which  the  duties  shall  be  paid 
shall  be  computed  from  the  time  when  the  merchandise  is  with- 
drawn by  the  importer  from  the  warehouse,  and  not  from  the 
date  of  importation,  the  committee  believe  to  be  entirely  of 
that  character,  similar  to  that  adopted  in  every  other  commer- 
cial country,  and  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
commerce.  As  a  bill  having  that  object  in  view  is  now  before 
congress,  a  sub  committee  has  been  appointed,  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  all  the  information  connected  with  the  subject, 
and  of  corresponding  with  the  representatives  of  this  city  in 
that  body. 

2.  New  York  has  become  the  principal  centre  of  all  the  mo- 
neyed transactions  of  the  United  States.  Large  amounts  of 
stocks,  principally  from  the  south  west,  have  been  purchased 
here,  with  a  view,  in  a  great  degree,  to  their  sale  in  the  English 
markets.  This  has  not  of  late  answered  the  expectations  of 
the  contractors.  They  may  indeed  have  been  enabled  to  bor- 
row abroad  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  credit  of  those 
stocks;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  large  amount  remains 
on  hand,  and  has  absorbed  a  corresponding  portion  of  the  capi- 
tal or  credit  of  this  city.  For  this  there  is  no  remedy.  But  a 
still  greater  evil  has  grown  out  of  the  speculations  on  some  of 
those  and  several  other  stocks  foreign  to  the  city.  Ceasing  to 
be  legitimate  investments  of  money,  frequent  and  large  sales, 
on  time,  of  stocks  not  held  by  the  seller,  and  where  the  princi- 
pal generally  remains  unknown,  have  degenerated  into  pure 
stock  jobbing;  a  most  pernicious  species  of  gambling;  the  cause 
of  artificial  and  sudden  falls  in  the  price  of  stocks,  ruinous  to 
innocent  individuals,  and  generally  to  those  engaged  in  it;  and 
which  has  tended  at  this  crisis  to  increase  the  want  of  confi 
dence.  The  committee  has  thought  it  its  duty  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, earnestly  recommending  to  the  board  of  brokers  to  dis- 
continue the  practice,  and  has  requested  the  co-operation  of  the 
banks  to  carry  that  measure  info  effect. 


In  approaching  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites,  the  first  observation  that  occurs  is,  that  the  measure, 
considered  only  in  its  connexion  with  the  fiscal  arrangements, 
the  currency,  commerce  and  public  or  private  credit  of  the 
country,  was  at  least  wholly  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for. 
Abstaining  from  the  discussion  of  any  question,  either  concern- 
ing the  rights  of  the  bank,  or  at  issue  between  the  administra- 
tion and  that  institution,  or  relating  to  the  respective  powers  of 
the  executive, legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  is  only  as  they  are  of  a  commercial  and  fiscal  nature 
that  the  committee  intends  to  examine  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasuty  for  the  removal. 

The  first  reason  was,  that,  judging  from  the  past,  it  was  high- 
ly probable  that  ♦•the  public  deposites  would  always  amount  to 


several  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  it  would  evidently  produce 
serious  inconvenience  if  such  a  large  sum  were  left  in  posses- 
sion of  the  hank  until  the  last  moment  of  its  existence,  and 
then  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation 
would  be  returning  upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  de- 
positors removing  their  funds  into  other  institutions."  It  may 
be  observed  in  the  first  place,  that  no  inconvenience  was  felt 
in  March,  1811,  when  the  charter  of  the  former  bank  of  the  U. 
States  expired,  from  the  fact,  that  as  late  as  the  first  of  January 
of  that  year,  the  public  moneys  in  that  institution  exceeded  six 
millions,  and  on  tiie  day  of  the  termination  of  the  charter 
amounted  to  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  But  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  his  annual  report  on  the  finances, 
estimates  "the  balance  that  would  be  left  in  the  treasury,  (that 
is  to  say,  the  whole  amount  ofthe  public  deposites),  on  the  3lsl 
December,  1834,  at  less  than  three  millioHsof  dollars;  and  that 
the  receipts  of  1835  will  be  less  than  those  of  1834."  The  se- 
cretary could  not,  on  the  28th  September,  when  he  removed 
the  public  deposites,  have  been  aware  that  such  would  be  the 
result  of  his  further  investigations,  and  that  since  the  public 
deposites  would  naturally  and  gradually  be  lessened  between 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  and  the  31st  December,  1834,  from 
near  ten  millions  to  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  and 
would  probably  be  liable  to  a  still  greater  reduction  during  the 
year  1835,  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  order  an  immediate  re- 
moval, in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  their  magnitude  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  1836.  This  single  fact,  thus  officially  an- 
nounced— the  natural  and  gradual  reduction  of  the  public  de- 
posites, in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  less  than  three 
millions  of  dollars — refutes  all  the  arguments,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, urged  in  justification  of  that  measure. 

The  second  reason  assigned  is,  however,  of  a  more  complex 
nature.  The  secretary  is  of  opinion,  that  tiie  superior  credit  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  is  occasioned  altogether 
by  the  provision  in  the  charter  to  receive  them  in  all  payments 
to  the  United  States;  that  they  will  be  subject  to  an  immediate 
depreciation  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  ought  to  be 
previously  and  gradually  withdrawn;  and  that  the  same  engage- 
ment in  favor  of  the  notes  of  any  state  bank  would  give  them 
equal  credit,  and  render  them  equally  convenient.  And  he 
considered  the  immediate  removal  of  the  public  deposites  ne- 
nessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  preventing  the  inconvenience 
of  the  sudden  withdrawing  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  when  its  charter  shall  expire,  and 
of  preparing  in  time  the  substitution  of  an  equally  sound  and 
uniform  currency  to  be  furnished  by  the  slate  banks. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  superior  credit  enjoyed 
by  the  notes  ofthe  bank  of  the  United  Stales  is  due  principally 
to  the  general  confidence  in  its  management  and  solidity;  that 
they  have  occasionally,  in  the  interior  districts  of  country,  a 
greater  value  than  the  notes  of  specie  paying  local  banks;  not 
for  local  payments  but  as  remittances  to  the  sea  ports;  and 
that  the  principaPeffect  of  their  being  received  every  where  iri 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  has  been  to  enable 
the  bank  to  increase  the  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation. — 
Those  notes  alone  may,  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  ex- 
perience a  depreciation,  which  being  payable  at  distant  places 
in  the  interior,  may  at  that  time  be  found  in  the  sea  ports,  un- 
less the  bank,  as  is  probable,  should  find  it  their  interest  to  pay 
them  wherever  they  are  presented. 

But  the  obvious  mode  to  lessen  the  gross  amount  of  these 
notes  would  be  a  repeal  by  congress  of  the  provision  which 
makes  them  receivable  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States.  The  removal  ofthe  public  deposites,  by  compelling  the 
bank  to  curtail  its  discounts,  and  only  on  that  account,  has  an 
immediate  effect  on  the  amount  of  its  private  deposites,  but 
cannot  alone  have  the  slightest  on  the  circulation  of  its  notes. 
We  find,  accordingly,  that  while  the  individual  deposites  ofthe 
hank  have  been  lessened  between  the  1st  of  August,  1833,  and 
the  1st  of  February,  1834  by  a  sum  of  near  three  m  illions  and  a 
half  dollars,  the  nett  circulation,  as  appears  by  the  following 
table,  has  remained  the  same. 

Loans  and  public  individH  nett 

discHs,  dep'f.i.  de-pHs.         circulation, 

1833,  1  Aug.  $64,160,000    .^7,600,000    $10,152,000    $18,890,000 


Sep.  62,6.5.3,000  9,186,000  9,457,000  18,413.000 
Oct.  60,094,000  9,869,000  8,009.000  19,198,000 
Nov.  57,210,000  8,232,000  7,285,000  18,518,000 
Dec.  .54,4.'-)3,000  5,162,000  6,827,000  18.651,000 
1834,  Jan.  .54,911,000  4,230.000  6,735,000  19.202.000 
Feb.  54,843,009  3,126,000  6,715,000  19,260,000 
No  effect  whatever  has  been  produced  by  the  withdrawinjf, 
between  the  1st  of  October,  and  the  1st  of  February,  public  de- 
posites to  the  amount  of  $6,743,000.  If  the  removal  can  in  no 
way  lessen  the  circulation,  it  was  certainly  unnecessary  to  re- 
sort to  that  measure  for  that  purpose.  But  it  is  worthy  of 
notice,  that  at  the  very  time  when  the  curtailments  by  the  bank 
were  alleged  as  a  cause  for  the  immediate  removal  ofthe  public 
deposites,  the  attempt  should  have  been  made  to  justifv  that  act, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  nece.»sary  for  the  purpose  of  lessening 
the  bank  circulation;  and  thereby  compelling  it  to  lessen  still 
more  the  amount  of  its  discounts. 

The  committee  will  not  discuss  here  either  the  propriety  or 
the  practicability  of  the  substitution,  for  a  national,  of  an  exe- 
cutive bank,  formed  by  the  association  of  state  banks,  selected 
for  that  purpose  by  the  treasury.  But  if,  as  the  secretary  as- 
serts, the  privilege  of  being  received  in  payment  of  nil  debta 
due  to  the  United  Sates  is  sufficient  to  render  the  notes  of  stale 
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banks  equally  convenient,  and  entitled  to  the  same  credit,  as 
tliose  of  tlie  baiiit  of  lli«  U.  States,  there  was  certainly  no  ne- 
cessity for  inierrnediate  preparation.  It  was  quite  unnecessary 
to  remove,  for  that  purpose,  llie  public  deposiies,  which  at  all 
events  must,  within  a  year,  according  to  the  treasury  estimates, 
have  been  reduced  gradually  and  vviliiDUt  effort  to  a  very  mo- 
derate amount.  The  state  bank  notes  are  always  abundant 
and  ready;  and  an  act  investing  tiieni  with  the  privilege  of  being 
received  every  where  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  and  passed  the  month  before  the  charter  expired,  would, 
if  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  correct,  at  once 
bring  thetn  into  circulation,  and  effect  the  contem|)lated  sub- 
stitution. But  if  preparation  were  requisite,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  was  still  unnecessary.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent, and  the  proper  and  obvious  mode  of  effecting  the  object 
is,  an  early  act  of  congress  to  the  same  effect.  It  is  not  quite 
certain  that  the  executive  is  not  of  opinion  that  tiiis  may  be 
done  by  his  sole  authority,  and  without  any  legislatives  action. 
An  anxious  wish  and  design  to  concentrate  all  the  powers  of 
government  in  that  department,  and  to  subject  the  public  purse, 
the  currency  and  the  commerce  of  the  country  to  the  will  of 
one  man,  is  apparent  through  all  the  arguments  and  acts  of  the 
administration  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

The  curtailment  of  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  1833,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  alleged  in  justification  only  of  the  immediate 
removal  of  the  deposites.  Those  curtailments  were  evidently 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  proposed  removal,  and  would  have 
ceased,  of  course,  had  the  plan  been  abandoned.  But  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  observe  that  the  pressure,  which  the  secretary  stales 
to  have  become  so  intense  before  the  1st  of  October  in  the 
principal  commercial  cities,  and  the  presumed  curtailments  by 
the  state  banks,  had  no  existence  in  the  city  of  New  York.  It 
appears  by  returns  of  the  bank  commissioners  that  the  loans 
and  discounts  of  the  fourteen  city  banks,  under  the  safety  fund, 
amounted  on  the  1st  January,  1833,  to  ^20,742,000;  and  on  1st 
April  ensuing  to  21,180,000  dollars.  On  the  1st  of  October  of 
the  same  year,  they  amounted  to  21,766,000  dollars:  and  the 
increase  of  capital  in  operation  between  the  1st  of  January  and 
the  1st  of  October  was  only  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
this  being  the  amount  added  to  that  of  the  Butcher's  and  Dr«<v- 
er's  bank.  He  was  equally  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that 
the  balances  due  by  the  city  banks  to  the  branch  in  the  city, 
would,  on  the  1st  of  October,  amount  to  $1,500,000;  and  that  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  immediate  payment  of  that  balance 
would  be  insisted  on  by  the  branch.  The  balances  due  on  that 
day  to  the  branch  by  the  city  banks  amounted  to  less  than 
^602,000:  and  the  apprehension  of  au  immediate  demand  for 
payment  proved  entirely  groundless. 

It  must  be  kept  in  view  that  in  all  that  precedes,  the  com- 
mittee has  assumed  the  position  asserted  by  the  secretary,  that 
the  bank  could  not  be  rechartered.  It  is  in  that  view  of  the 
subject,  and  on  that  supposition,  that  the  reasons  assigned  for 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  a  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  appear  wholly  insuffi- 
cient. 

It  has  indeed  been  suggested,  that  there  was  an  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  immediate  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the 
non-renewal  of  the  charter;  and  that  to  suffer  them  to  remain 
in  the  bank  implisd  an  obligation  of  rechartering  that  institu- 
tion. This  assertion  is  purely  gratuitous  and  altogether  disprov- 
ed by  positive  facts. 

At  this  moment  the  state  of  Virginia  expresses  its  opinion 
that  the  bank  is  unconstitutional,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
rechartered,  and  reproves  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  ex- 
plicit terms,  the  previous  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 

A  president  avowedly  hostile  to  the  whole  of  our  banking 
system,  and  particularly  so  to  the  former  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  whose  term  of  office  expired  only  two  years  prior 
to  the  termination  of  its  charter,  never  intimated  a  desire  that 
the  public  moneys  should  be  withdrawn  from  it,  although  there 
was  not  at  that  time  any  law  directing  that  the  public  moneys 
should  be  placed  in  that  institution. 

Those  deposites  remained  in  that  bank  to  the  last  moment  of 
its  existence.  This  circumstance  did  not  prevent  the  refusal  by 
congress  to  renew  the  charter,  and  was  not  alluded  to,  by  any 
of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  continuance,  as  a  reason  why 
the  bank  should  be  rechartered. 

The  cQmmittee  can  see  nothing  in  that  assertion,  but  an  at- 
tempt to  divert  public  attention  from  the  true  question  at  issue, 
and  the  admission  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  cannot  be 
defended  on  its  own  merits. 

A  curtailment  of  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  withdrawing  of  the 
public  deposites.  The  author  of  this  measure  is  responsible  for 
all  the  effects  that  may  have  flowed  from  the  curtailments.  It 
is  Idle  to  say  that  they  have  been  greater  than  was  expected,  or 
made  at  a  different  time,  or  in  a  different  manner  from  what  had 
been  anticipated.  If  it  was  impossible  for  the  executive,  or  for 
any  human  being,  to  foresee  what  the  bank,  under  those  circum- 
stances, might  be  compelled  or  inclined  to  do,  and  the  effects 
which  its  acts  might  have  on  the  currency  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  that  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  not  adopting  with 
precipitation  a  measure  in  itself  wholly  unnecessary.  But  we 
are  quite  satistied  that  the  result  which  has  taken  place  was 
not,  and  could  not  have  beeti  anticipated  by  the  executive.  And 
we  believe,  that  although  general  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained of  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  that  change  in 


the  relations  between  the  government  and  the  bank,  no  one 
foresaw  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  have  ensued.  In  the  act 
we  only  blame  the  boldness  of  having  unnece>sarily  tampered 
with  the  paper  currency  and  credit  of  the  country.  This  im- 
portant view  of  tlie  subject  seems  indeed  to  have  entirely  es- 
caped the  notice  of  the  executive.  Among  the  inquiries  which 
piect.ded  the  removal,  we  see  none  that  might  have  elicited  the 
opinions  of  practical  men  on  the  probable  effects  of  that  mea- 
sure on  commerce  and  on  the  community  at  large.  The  in- 
quiry was  confined  to  the  laudable,  but  secondary  object  of 
ascertaining  what  conditions  might  be  imposed  on  the  state 
banks  selected  for  collecting  the  revenue.  But,  if  there  is  an 
excuse  lor  want  of  foresight,  no  apology  can  be  found  for  ob- 
stinately persevering  in  an  erroneous  course,  after  the  error  iiad 
been  discovered,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  the  measure  had  be- 
come undeniable. 

The  gro?s  amount  of  curtailments  made  by  the  bank  has  not 
in  the  whole  much  exceeded  the  decrease  in  its  public  and  pri- 
vate deposites.  There  are  fluctuations  depending  on  the  sea- 
son of  the  year  and  the  course  of  trade.  The  fairest  mode  of 
computation  is  a  comparison  of  similar  periods  of  the  year. 
The  preceding  tabular  statement  shows  that  the  decrease  in  the 
discounts  amounted  during  the  year  to  $7,010,000 

and  the  decrease  in  its  public  and  private  deposites  to  6,822,000 

If  the  comparison  is  instituted  between  the  1st  of  August, 
1833,  when  the  discounts  of  the  bank  had  reached  the  highest 
point  and  it  began  to  curtail,  and  the  1st  of  February,  1834,  the 
result  will  be 

Discounts  on  1st  August,  1833,  $-64,160,000 

on  1st  February,  1834,  54,843,000 

Decrease,  $9,317,000 

Public  and  individual  deposites  on  the  1st  Aug.  1833,  17,752,000 

1st  Feb.  1834,     9,781,000 


Decrease,  $7,971,000 

But  the  curtailments  of  the  bank  commenced  in  August,  and 
continued  till  the  1st  of  December,  when  its  discounts  had 
reached  the  lowest  point;  while  the  revenue  did  not  begin  to  be 
collected  by  the  stale  banks  before  the  1st  of  October;  from 
which  lime  the  public  deposites  have  been  gradually  withdrawn. 
The  bank,  therefore,  did  not  decrease  its  discounts  at  the  same 
rale  and  in  the  same  proportion  as  its  deposiies  were  with- 
drawn. A  comparison  between  the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st 
of  December  shows  the  greatest  amount  of  difference  between 
the  respective  decrease  of  each. 

Its  discounts  were,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1833  $64,160,000 

On  the  1st  December,  1833  54,453,000 

Decrease  $9,707,000 

Public  and  individual  deposites  on  1st  Aug.  1833       ^17,752,000 

1st  December,  1833  11,969,000 

Decrease  only  $5,763,000 

The  bank  had  in  fact  curtailed  their  discounts  more  than  four 
millions  between  the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st  of  October.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  that  this  measure  produced  a  derangement 
in  the  business  of  certain  sections  of  the  country,  and  had  its 
share  in  producing  the  distress  which  afterwards  ensued.  But 
that  curtailment  began  only  after  the  agent  of  the  treasury  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  preparatory  arrangements  for  the  removal, 
had  commenced  his  inquiries.  The  object  of  his  mission  was 
one  of  public  notoriety;  and  it  was  a  natural  course  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  directors,  when  they  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  administration  and  were  threatened  with  an  early  withdraw- 
ing of  the  large  funds  belonging  to  the  public  in  their  hands,  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  event,  and  provide  in  time  the  ne- 
cessary funds.  It  may  be  that  the  precautions  were  carried 
farther  than  may  now  appear  to  have  been  strictly  necessary. 
The  decidedly  hostile  altitude  assumed  by  the  executive,  and 
the  necessity  of  protecting  twenty-four  branches  against  attacks, 
which,  if  not  intended,  were  at  least  threatened,  under  certain 
vague  contingencies,  and,  at  a  later  period,  the  contingent 
draughts  and  other  circumstances,  were  calculated  to  impose 
on  the  bank  the  necessity  of  effectually  providing  for  its  own 
safety.  The  committee  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  executive 
is  wholly  incapable  of  having  countenanced  any  plan  for  disho- 
noring any  of  the  branches  of  the  bank;  nor  do  they  know  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  sudden  call  of  more  than  300,000 
dollars  in  specie  on  that  of  Savannah.  But  the  fact  is  a  matter 
of  great  regret;  and  they  must  be  permitted  lo  say,  that  if  this 
blow  had  been  successful  (or  if  a  similar  one  had  been  aimed 
one  month  ago,  at  the  country  banks  of  this  state,  and  before 
they  were  prepared  for  the  present  state  of  things),  it  would 
have  been  most  fatal  and  might  have  been  attended  with  a  ge- 
neral suspension  of  specie  payments.  Any  premeditated  at- 
tempt of  that  kind,  on  whatever  pretence  and  by  whomsoever 
made,  must  originate  in  gross  ignorance  of  the  system  of  credit 
which  connects  all  the  moneyed  interests  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  in  the  detestable  maxim,  that  the  end  justifies  the  means. 
The  banks  selected  for  collecting  the  revenue  after  the  1st  of 
October,  commenced  immediately  to  extend  their  discounts; 
and  from  an  examination  of  their  returns,  it  appears  probable, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  discounts  by  all  the  banks  in  the  U. 
States,  including  that  of  the  United  Slates,  has  not  in  the  ag- 
gregate been  lessened  at  any  time  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars  since  the  1st  of  August,  1833.  The  committee  is  confi- 
dent that  there  has  been  no  very  sensible  diminution  since  the 
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first  of  October,  that  it  could  not  at  any  time  have  amounted  to 
six  millions,  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  since  the 
1st  of  December,  and  that  the  aggregate  of  bank  discounts  and 
loans,  including  the  purchase  by  banks  of  bills  of  exchange, 
through  the  United  States,  is  at  this  time  nearly,  if  not  altoge- 
ther, equal  to  what  it  was  on  the  1st  of  August,  1833. 

These  facts  and  all  the  symptoms  of  the  present  crisis  clearly 
prove,  that  it  is  not  in  the  amount  alone  of  lessened  accommo- 
dations of  the  banks,  that  we  are  to  seek  for  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  general  distress;  and  render  it  highly  probable  that 
the  previous  state  of  the  commercial  transactions  and  of  com- 
mercial credit  made  it  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  what  may  ap- 
pear comparatively  slight  causes. 

Credit  is  indispensable  to  commerce,  and  to  every  species  of 
active  business.  To  the  proper  use  of  credit,  in  supplying  the 
want  of  an  adequate  capital,  the  United  States  are  in  a  great 
degree  indebted  for  their  truly  astonishing  progress  in  naviga- 
tion, commerce  and  the  manufactures;  for  their  stupendous  in- 
ternal improvements;  for  the  stimulus  given  to  agriculture,  and 
the  price  obtained  for  every  species  of  agricultural  produce;  for 
the  employment  and  adequate  compensation  of  labor.  But  the 
abuse  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  elements  of  its  prosperity  is, 
in  this  energetic  and  enterprising  country,  almost  unavoidable. 
Successive  years  of  prosperous  enterprise  hardly  ever  fail  to 
produce  a  further  extension  of  business  beyond  the  actual  capi- 
tal; and  it  may  be  that  this  was  the  case  during  the  period  which 
immediately  preceded  the  present  crisis.  There  were,  how- 
ever, no  apparent  symptoms  of  what  is  generally  designated  by 
the  term  of  "over  trading;"  and  the  state  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes has  not  given  any  indication  in  an  excess  in  our  im- 
portations. Still,  and  at  all  times,  in  no  country,  has  the  ex- 
tension of  credit,  in  all  its  forms,  been  carried  farther  than  in 
the  United  States.  The  currency  of  the  country,  founded  on  a 
specie  basis  generally  too  narrow  for  the  superstructure,  rests 
almost  exclusively  on  the  confidence  placed  in  the  solidity  of 
the  notes  discounted  by  near  four  hundred  banks  of  issue.  A 
similar  disproportion  is  to  be  found  between  the  actual  capi- 
tal of  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  of  almost 
all  men  engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  and  the  amount 
of  their  business.  All  those  men  are  at  the  same  time  debtors 
and  creditors  for  sums  generally  far  exceeding  their  respective 
capitals.  All  depend  for  the  ability  of  punctually  discharging 
their  engagements,  on  the  punctuality  of  each  other. 

The  increased  facilities  of  communication  and  inland  ex- 
changes have,  within  the  last  years,  multiplied  to  an  extent 
heretofore  unknown,  the  transactions,  contracts  and  responsi- 
bilities, between  the  several  cities,  and  between  the  cities  and 
even  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  country. 

The  regularity  with  which  the  enormous  mass  of  engagements 
resulting  from  those  transactions  spread  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  all  intimately  connected  together,  can  be  discharged, 
depends  entirely  on  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  the  ordi- 
nary sales,  payments,  remittances  and  credits.  The  whole  ma- 
chinery, by  which  business  in  all  its  various  branches  is  carried 
on,  is  credit  extended  to  its  utmost  limits.  Whatever  lessens 
the  general  confidence,  on  which  credit  is  founded,  must  neces- 
sarily produce  a  fatal  derangement  and  interruption  in  every 
branch  of  business.* 

It  is  with  this  state  of  things,  that,  without  any  necessity  or 
investigation,  the  executive  thought  proper  to  interfere.  The 
bank  ol  the  United  States,  from  Us  capital  and  the  ground  it  oc- 
cupies, must,  while  it  exists,  act  a  prominent  part  in  the  com- 
mercial concerns  of  the  country.  The  measures  which  that  in- 
stitution was  obliged  to  take  for  its  own  safety  must  necessarily 
"have  caused  some  derangement  in  the  ordinary  operations  of 
commerce.  But  the  fatal  injury  inflicted  by  the  executive  mea- 
sure, was  its  effect  on  general  confidence. 

The  threat  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  especially 
their  actual  removal,  created  apprehensions  of  danger,  imme- 
diately to  the  bank  itself,  and  more  remotely  to  all  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  concerns  of  the  country.  Retrenchment  at  all, 
and  rigorous  enforcements  of  its  claims  a-t  some  points,  were 
presumed  to  be  indispensable  to  thesafety  of  the  bank;  and  the 
extent  being  conjectural,  was  exaggerated  by  timid  capitalists, 
who,  as  a  class,  are  perhaps  more  fearful  than  men  of  less 
wealth.  Men  saw  that  the  relations  between  tlie  government 
and  the  bank  were  thenceforth  to  be  hostile;  that  between  it 
and  the  selected  banks  they  were  to  be  those  of  mistrust,  and 
that  without  a  national  bank  the  stability  and  safety  of  the  whole 
monetary  system  of  the  country  would  be  endangered.  This 
was  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  government  of  a  di- 
rect interference  of  the  president  with  one  of  its  officers,  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  which  by  law  devolved  exclusively 
on  that  officer.  It  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  being  made  in 
defiance  of  a  solemn  vote  of  the  late  congress  at  their  last  ses- 
sion; and  as  if  with  the  intention  to  forestall  the  opinion  of  that 

*Some  notion  of  the  magnitude  of  these  engagements  may  be 
forrfied  by  a  view  of  those  of  this  city.  The  statement  annexed 
to  this  report,  shows  the  amount  of  the  daily  exchanges  of  the 
banks,  consisting  of  the  daily  payments  for  tlie  1st  of  October 
and  the  1st  of  February  respectively,  in  the  several  banks,  in 
notes  of  the  other  city  banks,  and  checks  drawn  on  such  banks. 
It  does  not  include  the  payments  made  in  each  bank  in  notes  of 
that  bank  or  in  checks  upon  it.  The  medium  of  the  two  days 
is  about  four  millions  and  a  half  a  day — and  adding  the  pay- 
ments omitted,  may  bs  eKtimated  at  five  millions  a  day,  or  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  of  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 


which  must  meet  within  sixty  days  after  the  interference  was 
made,  and  as  if  to  encroach  on  its  legitimate  rights.  But  no- 
thing could  be  more  alarming  to  men  of  business,  who  rely  for 
the  success  of  their  operations,  on  that  stability  in  those  of  go- 
vernment which  can  only  be  guarantied  by  law,  than  unexpect- 
edly to  discover  that  the  commerce,  the  currency  and  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  of  the  country,  its  credit,  and  their  own  cre- 
dit and  fortunes,  were  thenceforth  to  depend  on  the  private  opi- 
nions, the  presumed  wisdom,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  man. 
Other  minor  causes  increased  the  apprehensions,  and  restricted 
more  and  more  the  use  of  private  capital  and  private  credit; 
and  the  alarm  became  a  panic,  not  dependent  upon,  or  to  be 
explained  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  reason.  The  banks,  indeed, 
protected  by  the  impossibility  of  exporting  specie  without  loss, 
have  preserved  their  credit,  and  been  enabled  generally  to  con- 
tinue their  usual  accommodations.  It  is  private  credit  which 
has  been  most  deeply  affected;  and  the  leading  feature  of  the 
present  distress  is  the  consequent  interruption,  and  in  many 
cases,  cessation  of  business. 

The  importers  diminish  greatly  their  orders  and  their  pur- 
chases of  foreign  exchange.  The  intermediate  wholesale  mer- 
chants, fearful  to  contract  new  engagements,  are  only  anxious 
about  the  remittances  necessary  to  discharge  those  already  con- 
tracted. Those  engaged  in  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of 
the  country,  doubtful  whether  they  can  sell  the  foreign  bills  on 
which  that  exportation  depends,  give  but  limited  orders  for  it. 
The  country  merchants  and  the  manufacturers  are  no  longer 
permitted  to  draw  as  formerly  in  advance  on  the  cities  for  the 
products  of  the  soil  or  of  their  industry.  Men  with  small  capi- 
tals, if  at  all  extended,  when  disappointed  in  the  remittances 
they  naturally  expected,  are  crushed.  New  enterprizes  and  en- 
gagements of  every  description  are  avoided,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, workmen  are  discharged,  or  a  reduction  of  wages  re- 
quired. We  state  only  what  we  see  and  feel.  If  correctly  in- 
formed, the  effects  of  the  distress  are  still  more  extensive  in 
other  places.  The  actual  evils  are  aggravated  by  general  ap- 
prehension, and  the  alarm  may  be  greater  than  the  true  state  of 
things  justifies:  in  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  the  true  and  effi- 
cient remedy  consists  in  restoring  confidence  and  credit. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  most  prompt  and  effective  mode  of  at- 
taining that  object  is  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  evil;  and  that 
confidence  would  be  almost  instantaneously  restored,  by  re- 
placing the  bank,  during  the  remainder  of  its  existence,  in  the 
situation  it  had  heretofore  occupied,  and  thus  enabling  it  to  re-, 
sume  its  functions  to  their  usual  extent.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  executive  to  do  this  at  once;  and  the  committee  deeply  re- 
grets to  find  itself  compelled  to  say  that  there  is  hardly  any  hope 
ofrelief  from  that  quarter.  Our  reliance  is  on  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  congress,  in  whom  the  power  of  ultimate- 
ly deciding  the  question  is  clearly  vested,  and  whose  acts  will 
not,  we  trust,  disappoint  the  expectations  of  a  suffering  com- 
munity. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  committee  intreats  their  fellow  citi- 
zens not  to  despair;  and  to  reflect  that  there  are  limits  to  the 
injuries  which  any  administration  can  inflict  on  the  people. 
The  usual  channels  of  circulation  are  indeed  obstructed;  but 
the  products  of  the  national  industry,  though  stagnant,  are  abun- 
dant: the  actual  capital  of  the  country  still  remains  unimpaired, 
though  the  nominal  value  of  property  is  for  a  time  lessened. 
There  is  no  foreign  pressure,  and  the  skill  and  activity  of  our 
intelligent  merchants  must,  after  a  while,  renew  that  chain  of 
operations  which  has  been  interrupted.  The  evil,  through  a 
painful  process,  is  gradually  working  its  remedy.  In  proportion 
as  no  new  engagements  are  contracted,  the  whole  mass  is  daily 
lessened,  and  we  must,  after  a  period  of  severe  suffering  unne- 
cessarily inflicted,  be  placed  in  a  situation  better  adapted  to  a 
new  order  of  things. 

Among  the  sources  from  which  relief  ere  long  may  be  expect- 
ed, the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  naturally  turned 
towards  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Since  the  object  of  the 
president  was  to  cripple  an  institution  which  he  considered  as 
pernicious,  he  must  have  calculated  the  extent  of  the  injury 
which  that  measure  would  inflict  on  the  bank;  and  he  might 
have  anticipated  that  it  would  in  one  respect  produce  a  result, 
the  reverse  of  that  which  it  was  his  object  to  efl^ect.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  injury  to  the  bank  was  to  lessen  its  discounts  eight 
or  ten  millions  a  year,  and  to  cause  a  proportionate  reduction 
in  its  profits  during  the  remainder  of  its  existence;  but  it  might 
have  been  anticipated,  and  it  was  predicted  by  calm  observers, 
that,  though  the  bank  might  be  annoyed  so  long  as  it  remained 
liable  greater  treasury  draughts  than  it  was  convenient  to  pay, 
the  power  of  the  treasury  would  be  exhausted  whenever  the 
process  of  withdrawing  the  public  moneys  slioiild  be  at  an  end; 
and  that  the  bank,  though  deprived  of  tlie  public  depopjtes, 
would  still  remain  with  great  comparative  sireneth,  derived 
from  its  capital,  its  specie,  its  branches,  and  its  superiority  in 
facilitating  inland  exchanges.  Tt  might  ihert^fore  have  bt>pn 
justly  apprehended,  that,  according  to  the  opinion  entertaiiu d 
of  the  bank  by  the  executive,  that  institution,  no  longf>r  restrain- 
ed by  the  fear  of  losing  the  public  deposites,  and  released  from 
every  obligation  to  government,  might  exert  its  power  in  a  man- 
ner most  injurious  to  the  comn)unity. 

But  that  power  may  also  be  exercised  for  the  host  of  purposes, 
and  as  the  means  of  affording  roliff.  That  such  is  the  fact  is 
now  most  clearly  acknowledged  both  by  tlie  clamor  incessantly 
raised  against  the  line  of  conduct  herftofore  adopted  by  the 
bank,  and  by  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  president  himself. 
It  is  indeed  a  mo!?t  singular  feature  in  tlie  conduct  of  the  execu- 
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live;  after  a  most  express  declaration,  that  one  of  the  avowed 
Objects  of  its  measure  was,  to  compel  the  bank  gradually  to 
withdraw  its  circulation  and  reduce  its  discounts,  (in  order  to 
prevent  the  general  distress  that  might  ensue  if  this  was  not 
done  in  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter),  that  those 
who  apply  for  relief  should  now  receive  for  answer  that  their 
application  should  be  made  to  the  bank;  that  is  to  say,  that  it  is 
not  only  in  the  power  of  that  institution,  but  that  it  is  bound  to 
relieve  the  community  by  an  increase  of  its  discounts.  Leav- 
ing to  others  the  task  of  explaining  this  contradiction,  the  com- 
taittee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when,  after 
the  remaining  deposites  shall  have  been  entirely  withdrawn,  the 
bank  will  find  itself  in  a  state  of  perfect  safety,  which  will  ena- 
ble it,  though  with  far  less  efficacy  than  if  they  were  restored, 
to  resume  to  a  certain  extent  its  usual  operations,  and  to  afford 
considerable  relief  to  the  commerce  of  the  country:  The  per- 
fect safety  of  the  bank  must  necessarily  be  the  primary  object 
of  the  board  of  directors.  Our  opinion,  that  a  moderate  exten- 
sion of  its  accommodations,  and  a  fearless  application  of  its 
means  within  proper  limits  will,  at  no  very  distant  time,  be 
compatible  with  that  object,  is  derived  from  a  view  of  its  liabili- 
ties and  cash  resources  at  this  time,  as  compared  with  its  situa- 
tion prior  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  with  that  of  the 
other  banks  at  this  moment. 

The  following  statements  exhibit  the  situation  of  the  bank,  on 
the  1st  of  February  and  1st  of  Aug.  1833,  and  on  the  1st  Februa- 
ry, 1834;  that  of  the  banks  selected  to  collect  the  revenue  at  the 
last  mentioned  date;  and  that  of  a  great  portion  of  the  banks  of 
the  Atlantic  states  north  of  the  Potomac  on  the  let  of  January, 
1834. 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 
1st  February,  1834. 
Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $19,260,500 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 10,032,500 


Cash  resources, 

Specie $8,750,000 

Due  by  banks 880,000 

9,630,000 

Loans  and  discounts 165,860,000 

Real  estate  and  sundries 6,400,000 

181,890,000 

Approximate  situation  of  the  twenty-five  banks  selected  to  collect 
the  U.  S.  revenue,  from  the  latest  returns  to  February,  1834. 
1st  February,  1834. 
Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $8,620,000 

Public  deposites 10,800,000 

Individual  ditto 9,940,000 

20,740,000 

29,360,000 

Debts  not  payable  on  demand 1,200,000 

Capital 28,115,000 

58.675,000 


29,293,000 
Capital 35,000,000 


64,293,000 
Apparent  surplus 8,943,000 


$73,236,000 

Cash  resources, 

Specie $10,523,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 1,644,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 3,121,000 


15,288,000 

Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 54,843,000 

Beal  estate,  banking  bouses,  and  sundries 3,105,000 


$73,236,000 
1st  August,  1833. 
Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $18,890,500 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 17,951,700 


36,842,200 

Cash  resources, 

Specie 10,024,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 2,148,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 2,970,000 


15,142,000 
Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 64,140,000 

1st  February,  1833. 
Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $23,672,400 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 18,021,100 


41,693,500 


Cash  resources, 

Specie 9,046,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 3,101,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 2,447,500 


14,594,500 
Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 61,921,500 

Approximate  situation  of  the  banks  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  R. 

Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore  and 

District  of  Columbia. 
1st  January,  1834. 
Liabilities  payable  on  demand, 

Notes  net  circulation $32,550,000 

Deposites 35,150,000 


67,700,000 

Sundry  debts  not  on  demand 12,300,000 

Capital 96,076,000 

Apparent  surplus 5,814,000 


181,890,000 


Cash  resources, 

Specie 3,000,000 

Due  by  banks 2,675,000 

5,675,000 

Loans  and  discounts 47,711,000 

Real  estate  and  sundries 6,264,000 

59,650,000    . 
N.  B.  Various  items  are  so  blended  in  some  of  the  returns, 
that  in  attempting  to  separate  them,  some  errors  must  have  been 
unavoidable. 

The  views  here  exhibited  affords  on  the  one  hand  a  conclu- 
sive proof  of  the  solidity  of  the  bank  and  of  the  safety  of  the 
public  moneys  while  permitted  to  remain  in  its  possession.  But 
it. also  shows  that  the  ratio  of  the  cash  resources  of  the  bank  to 
its  liabilities  payable  on  demand,  was  on  the  1st  of  February 
last  as  1  to  1  9-10;  while  the  same  ratio  was  on  the  1st  Februa- 
ry, 1833,  as  1  to  2  8-10,  and  on  the  1st  of  August  last,  as  1  to  2 
4-10;  while  the  cash  resources  of  the  northern  banks  to  their 
liabilities  payable  on  demand  is  in  the  ratio  of  one  to  near  7 1-3; 
and  the  banks  selected  to  collect  the  revenue,  and  in  which  all 
the  power  of  the  treasury  is  concentrated,  are  nearly  as  power- 
less, since  the  ratio  is  near  that  of  1  to  5  1-5. 

We  admit  that  in  ordinary  times  and  with  the  great  uncer- 
tainty respecting  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent for  the  bank  rather  gradually  to  reduce  than  to  extend  its 
discounts;  but  the  present  crisis  calls  for  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, and  the  bank  of  the  United  States  having,  though  uncon- 
nected with  government,  a  common  interest  with  all  the  other 
members  of  society  in  its  welfare,  and  the  same  duties  to  per- 
form towards  the  community  which  at  such  times  are  imposed 
upon  every  other  moneyed  institution,  will  most  undoubtedly 
alter  as  far  as  practicable  the  course  which  prudence  heretofore 
dictated,  so  soon  as  it  shall  see  itself  in  a  state  of  perfect  safety; 
and  provided  that  no  new  and  unforeseen  acts  of  hostility  shall 
be  committed  by  the  executive  against  it. 

It  is,  however,  much  less  in  the  amount  of  increased  accom- 
modations by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  than  in  the  confi- 
dence which  the  fact  that  is  has  resolved  to  extend  its  opera- 
tions to  a  certain  extent  will  inspire,  that  we  look  for  some  re- 
lief. The  amount  itself,  so  long  as  the  bank  continues  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  public  deposites  and  until  it  shall  be  able  to  re- 
sume its  ordinary  functions,  can  be  but  moderate.  It  is  evident 
thai  its  discounts  cannot  be  increased  without  a  proportionate 
increase  of  its  circulation,  or  individual  deposites,  or  without 
lessening  its  stock  of  specie  by  an  equal  amount.  The  increase 
either  of  its  circulation  or  of  its  private  deposites  does  not  de- 
pend on  its  own  acts:  and,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  its  own  safety,  but  for  that  of 
all  the  state  banks,  and  as  the  ultimate  means  of  sustaining 
through  the  crisis  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  that  the 
specie  in  its  vaults  should  not  be  considerably  diminished.  The 
committee  is  informed  that  the  bank  has  taken  measures  for  in- 
creasing the  amount  through  the  means  of  its  foreign  funds.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  situation  of  the  banks  appointed  to 
collect  the  revenue,  that  any  measures  have  been  taken  by  the 
treasury  with  a  view  to  that  object:  and  we  beg  leave  again  to 
insist  on  the  necessity,  in  order  to  render  the  whole  amount  of 
the  precious  metals  in  the  country  available,  of  passing  without 
delay  the  acts  intended  to  make  all  the  American  and  foreign 
silver  coins  a  legal  tender,  and  to  raise  the  gold  coins  to  their 
real  value. 

The  committee  is  aware  that,  in  order  to  restore  public  confi- 
dence, more  is  wanted  than  temporary  expedients,  and  is  also 
aware  of  the  anxiety  which  prevails  concerning  the  prospective 
views  of  the  administration  in  reference  to  the  currency  of  the 
country. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  danger  of  recurring  to  hazardous 
and  premature  experiments,  at  the  expense  of  the  community, 
we  will  only  submit  some  cursory  observations  on  plans  hardly 
digested  and  which  have  not  yet  been  developed  in  their  de- 
tails.   Two  have  been  suggested;  a  currency  founded  exclu- 
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Bively  on  the  precious  metals,  or  a  paper  currency  consisting    respect  proper  and  salutary;  not  less  acceptable  to  the  secretary 


exclusively  of  that  issued  by  banks  incorporated  by  the  several 
states. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  respective  ad- 
vantages and  inconveniences  of  a  metallic  and  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency. It  is  evident  that  the  first  could  be  established  but  gra- 
dually, and  at  a  considerable  expense;  since  the  purchase  of 
sixty  to  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold  and  silver,  would  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  place  of  the  exisiini;  paper  curreney. 
But  the  banking  system  and  its  appendage  of  paper  issues  now 
pervades  every  district  of  the  unioH;  and  a  total  change  in 
the  habits  of  the  people  must  take  place,  before  the  plan  can 
be  carried  into  effect.  The  impossibility  of  attaining  the  ob- 
ject through  the  action  of  the  revenue  alone  is  palpable,  and 
results  from  the  immense  disproportion  between  the  nuiss  of 
payments  for  the  orditiary  and  current  business  of  the  country, 
and  those  which  are  effected  by  the  general  government. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  daily  payments  in  the 
banks  of  this  city  amounted  to  near  five  millions  on  the  first  of 
October,  and  exceeded  four  millions  on  the  first  of  February 
last.  Tliis  includes  neither  the  payments  made  in  each  bank 
in  its  own  notes,  or  in  checks  drawn  upon  it;  nor  any  portion  of 
the  retail  business  of  the  city,  or  of  any  of  the  other  payments 
made  without  the  intermediate  agency  of  the  banks.  The  daily 
payments,  in  this  city  alone,  amount  to  at  least  five  milhons  of 
dollars  a  day,  or  near  sixteen  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a 
year.  The  annual  revenue  collected  in  New  York  cannot  now 
exceed  fifteen  millions:  and  the  action  of  government  cannot 
extend  beyond  its  receipts  and  its  disbursements,  that  is  to  say, 
to  more  than  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  or  less  than  one 
fiftieth  part  of  the  whole.  All  that  government  could  do  would 
be  to  accumulate  an  amount  of  specie  equal  to  the  perma- 
nent public  deposites.  It  might,  at  most,  establish  a  separate 
metallic  currency  for  government,  by  compelling  importers  and 
purchasers  of  public  lands  to  pay  in  specie,  and  by  paying  its 
creditors  in  the  same  currency.  But  this  metallic  currency 
would  be  used  for  that,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  It  could 
have  no  control  over  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  nor 
prevent  its  depreciation,  or  a  general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. It  might  only  enable  government,  if  such  a  catastiopha 
should  ensue,  to  preserve  through  the  general  confusion,  the 
public  faith  towards  the  creditors  of  the  public.  We  must 
only  aim  at  what  is  practicable:  and  the  only  rational  plan,  for 
the  present,  must  be,  without  excluding  the  paper  currency,  to 
restrict  it  within  proper  limits. 

The  objects  and  expectations  of  the  administration,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  sound  currency  through  the  agency  of  state 
hanks,  have  not  been  distinctly  explained,  and  are  not  thorough- 
ly understood. 

If  we  recur  to  the  past,  we  may  say  that  the  experiment  was 
already  made  in  the  year  1811,  at  the  termination  of  the  charter 
of  the  former  bank  oflhe  United  States;  and  no  disappoint- 
ment, though  some  inconvenience  was  experienced  in  carrying 
on  the  ordinary  operations  of  government,  so  long  as  no  un- 
toward event  disturb  the  ordinary  state  of  things.  During  the 
two  or  three  ensuing  years,  no  loss  occurred  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  or  in  the  safe  keeping  and  transmission  of  the 
public  moneys.  But  the  currency  i»ad  been  left  to  the  sole  con- 
trol of  twenty  different  state  legislatures;  the  mania  of  estab- 
lishing new  banks  without  restrictions,  or  under  restiictions 
purely  nominal,  pervaded  the  whole  country,  and  terminated 
in  that  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  confusions  in- 
cident to  it,  which  induced  congress,  in  1816,  to  recur  again  to 
a  natiorjal  bank,  with  what  success,  for  the  purposes  intended, 
the  event  has  shown. 

The  observation  already  made,  with  respect  to  the  hard 
money  experiment,  is  applicable  to  that  of  establishing  a  ge- 
neral, uniform  and  sound  currency,  through  the  agency  of  state 
banks,  in  the  manner  which  seems  to  be  contemplated.  The 
action  of  the  treasury  is  confined  to  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revenue.  Through  those  means,  and  supposing 
that  the  plan  should  succeed,  its  effect,  at  the  utmost,  could 
only  be  to  regulate,  by  some  special  contract,  the  currency  of 
the  few  selected  bank;  this  could  have  no  control  over  the  ge- 
neral currency  of  the  country,  or  to  restrict  its  amount  in  the 
slightest  degree.  But  to  the  plan  itself  there  are  two  insupe- 
rable objections. 

Although  the  terms  upon  which  a  contract  shall  be  made 
with  any  state  bank  selected  for  the  purpose,  may  be  regulated 
by  law,  the  selection  of  the  banks  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and,  according  to  the  views  entertained  by  the  adminis- 
tration, the  removal  of  the  pul)!ic  moneys  from  one  bank  to 
another,  must  be  intrustcid  to  the  discretionary  power  of  the 
treasury,  or  of  the  president.  An  executive  will  be  substitut- 
ed for  a  legislative  bank,  subject  to  the  abuses  incident  to  arbi- 
trary power,  increasing  the  patronage  of  the  executive,  and 
giving  to  the  administration,  not  only  a  power  over  the  public 
purse  not  intended  by  the  constitution,  but  even  if  it  chooses, 
th.at  of  interfering,  in  the  most  direct  manner,  with  the  private 
concerns  and  interests  of  men  in  business.  To  that  concentra- 
tion of  power  in  one  man  we  most  decidedly  object.  If  Is  no 
argument  to  say,  that  the  power  did  formerly  exist,  and  was  not 
abused.  Even  then,  it  proved  ultimately  the  cau.^e  of  a  loss 
of  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  public,  in  what  is  called 
the  dead  money  in  the  treasury.  We  wish  ever  to  live  under  a 
government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men.  The  provision  in  the  act 
ioQorporating  the  present  bank,  which  desienated  the  place 
where  the  public  moneys  should  be  depoeitt'd,  was  in  every 


of  the  treasury,  who  must  always  wish  to  be  guarded  by  law 
rather  than  be  clothed  with  discretionary  powers,  than  benefi- 
cial to  the  public  interests,  by  guarding  against  the  danger  of 
the  control  of  the  public  purse  being  converted  into  an  engine 
of  power,  if  government  should  ever  fall  into  improper  hands. 
We  have  only  to  lament,  that,  in  order  to  guard  against  an 
imaginary  danger,  the  provision  was  expressed  in  such  terms 
as  to  have  permitted  the  act  of  which  we  now  complain. 

But  while  the  selected  state  banks  shall  be  under  the  execu- 
tive cojiirol  ill  the  manner  above  stated,  they  cannot  be  regu- 
lated by  either  congress  or  the  treasury,  in  any  point  connected 
with  the  currency  of  the  country,  that  may  interfere  with  their 
charters,  or  not  be  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  state. 

The  state  banks  are  artificial  bodies,  deriving  their  existence 
from  the  several  states  by  which  they  have  been  incorporated, 
and  subject  to  the  laws  and  to  the  control  of  each  state  respec- 
tively. They  may,  or  may  not,  be  permitted  to  accede  to  the 
terms  prescribed  by  congress,  or  by  the  executive,  for  becomimj 
the  collectors  and  the  depositories  of  the  public  moneys.  If 
any  state  shall  think  that  a  compliance,  on  the  part  of  the  se- 
lected bank,  with  the  legislative  or  treasury  regulations  shall 
interfere  with  the  banking  system,  or  currency,  which  that 
state  wishes  to  maintain,  it  will  forbid  the  bank  to  accept  those 
terms.  Whether  any  bank  mny,  on  any  terms,  heceme  a  sub- 
ordinate branch  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  depends 
entirely  on  the  will  of  the  several  states. 

It  lias  been  asked,  if  the  state  banks  were  deemed  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  national 
government,  wiiether  this  was  not  an  admission  that  a  national 
bank  was  authorised  by  the  constitution?  But  without  discus- 
sing the  constitutional  question,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  so  constituted,  that 
it  cannot  perform  its  most  legitimate  functions  through  its  own 
officers  and  agents;  that,  even  for  collecting  its  own  revenue,  it 
is  compelled  to  resort  to  state  institutions.  Why  not  at  once 
recur  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several  stales,  and  make  theni 
sub  treasurers  of  the  United  States?  Should  any  one,  startled 
with  such  a  supposition,  charge  us  with  having  slated  an  im- 
possible case,  we  reply  that  this  is  not  a  supposition,  but  a  fact. 

Among  the  banks  selected  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
the  Mobile  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama.  Neither 
in  that  bank  or  its  branches  is  there  a  single  individual  stock- 
holder. All  the  funds  arn  furnished  by  the  stale;  the  business  of 
the  bank  is  carried  on  solely  for  the  benefit  and  at  the  risk  of  the 
state,  whose  credit  is  pledged  for  the  ultimate  redemption  and 
payment  of  all  notes  issued,  and  all  debts  contracted  by  said 
bank;  and  it  is  managed  by  a  president  and  fourteen  directors, 
annually  elected  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture. Whether  the  notes  issued  bv  that  bank  of  the  state  are 
not  to  all  intents  and  purposes  "bills  of  credit  emilted  by  that 
state"  it  is  not  our  province  to  inquire;  we  only  state  the  fact, 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  selected  as  an  agent  of 
that  department,  a  branch  of  a  branch  oflhe  treasury  of  one  of 
the  states. 

It  is  principally  because  congress  either  has  not,  or  will  not 
exercise  the  power  of  regulating  and  restraining  the  currency 
issued,  under  the  authority  of  the  several  states,  that  resort  haa 
been  had  twice  to  a  national  bank.  Until  a  more  direct  and 
efficient  mode  shall  have  been  suggested,  we  must  look  to  that 
institution  as  the  only  means  through  which  a  sound  and  uni- 
form paper  currency  can  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
national  government,  and  as  the  best  instrument  for  regulating, 
though  indirectly  and  but  partially,  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country;  but  no  substitute  will  answer  the  purpose,  unless  the 
power  of  congress  to  regulate  the  currency  oflhe  states  should 
be  admitted  and  exercised.  We  know  from  the  experience  of 
nearly  forty  years,  that  so  long  as  a  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  in  operation  we  have  had  a  sound  currency;  and  that 
it  was  thrown  into  utter  confusion,  when  left  to  the  control  of 
the  several  states,  each  acting  according  Jo  its  particular  views 
of  the  subject.  Experience  has  shown  in  what  respects  the 
powers  with  which  the  bank  was  invested  may  be  abused,  and 
what  modifications  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  well 
grounded  objections,  and,  without  lessening  its  utility,  to  adapt 
it  better  to  the  wishes  and  the  wants  oflhe  people.  We  ab- 
stain at  this  time  from  any  expression  of  the  views  of  the  eonv- 
mittee  respecting  the  several  modifications  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  suggested,  as  we  believe  the  discussion  would  be  pre- 
mature, and  the  time  unpropitious  for  a  calm  investigation  of 
that  important  subject.  In  the  mean  while,  and  while  the 
question  whether  congress  shall  ultimately  charter  a  national 
bank  remains  in  a  state  of  uncertainty,  the  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  forcibly  turned  towards  the  banking  sys- 
tem and  the  currency  of  this  state. 

It  is  incontestible,  that  the  defects  in  the  laws  of  the  several 
slates  on  that  subject,  the  excessive  issues  of  paper  by  some  of 
the  state  banks,  and  the  consequences  felt  or  apprehended  to 
ensue,  furnish  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  a  bank  oflhe 
United  States.  It  is  highly  probably  that  if  at  the  termination 
of  the  charter  of  the  former  bank,  the  several  states,  instead  of 
indulging  the  mania  which  prevailed  for  multiplying  unrestrict- 
ed banks,  had  t«ach  passed  the  necessary  laws  for  regulatfnjf 
and  restraining  their  own  paper  currency,  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  Slates  would  not  have  been  called  into  existence. 
We  are  ready  to  admit  that  even  with  a  national  bank,  the  co- 
operation of  the  !<fiveral  states  would  be  highly  useful,  fbr  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  souud  currency  throughout  the  whole 
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*The  tax  is  for  six  years  certain,  and  contingent  for  the  en- 
luing  years  until  the  charter  expires. 


country,  so  long  as  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  it  by  law, 
in  a  direct  manner,  shall  be  either  denied  or  not  exercised.  In 
every  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  highly  important  that  the  defects 
of  our  own  system  should  be  corrected.  His  not  judging  by 
the  result  that  we  are  disposed  to  tliink  it  wort^e  tliJ\n  that  of 
most  of  the  other  states.  Tlie  disproporiion  between  specie  and 
issues  is  as^reat  in  Massaciiusetts  and  Virginia  as  in  New  York. 
But  the  affairs  of  our  own  slate  are  our  own  concern;  and  we 
believe  that,  considering  its  population,  geographical  position, 
wealth  and  commercial  connexions,  its  example  would  have  a 
happy  influence  over  the  other  states. 

ihe  first  observation  we  beg  leave  to  submit,  is  the  propriety 
of  repealing  that  law  of  the  state  which  forbids  every  person  or 
association  of  persons,  oilier  than  incorporated  banks,  not  only 
to  issue  any  notes  or  bills  and  put  then)  in  circulation  as  money 
(a  prohibition  equally  proper  and  necessary),  but  which  ex- 
lends  the  prohibition  to  the  "keeping  of  any  office  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  deposiles  or  discounting  notes  or  bills." 
Ttiis  last  restriction  on  the  common  and  legitimate  use  of  pri- 
vate capital,  is,  we  believe,  peculiar  to  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  code  of  the  other  slates,  nor  in- 
deed of  any  other  commercial  country.  Jnslead  of  making  the 
lending  and  borrowing  of  money  for  commercial  purposes  an 
exclusive  privilege,  it  is  the  policy  of  every  commercial  coun- 
try, and  far  more  consistent  wiili  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
to  set  private  capital  free  from  any  unnecessary  restriction,  as 
the  best  means  of  producing  competition,  and  of  reducing  by 
natural  means  the  price  paid  for  tlie  use  of  money. 

We  concur  also  in  the  opinion  of  the  bank  commissioners, 
that  the  number  of  banks  ought  not  to  be  increased  but  with 
great  caution;  that  the  natural  tendency  of  an  increased  num- 
ber is  to  increase  bank  issues  beyond  what  is  necessary  and 
proper;  that  if  any  additional  banking  capital  is  wanted  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  bank  accommodations  in  favor  of  the 
community,  and  not  for  that  of  increasing  bank  issues  and  bank 
protits,  and  ihat  for  that  purpose,  the  increase  of  the  capital  of 
existing  banks,  so  as  to  etjualize  as  far  as  practicable  that  of 
banks  in  the  sa.aie  locality,  is  preferable  to  the  creation  of  new 
banks. 

We  must  add,  in  reference  to  that  equality  of  capital  between 
banks  in  the  same  locality  or  placed  under  similar  circumstan- 
ces, that  the  only  reason  for  giving  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  its  large  capital  was,  besides  the  extent  of  territory  over 
which  its  operations  must  be  carried,  the  necessity  of  investing 
it  with  power  sufficient  to  check  and  regulate  the  issues  of  the 
other  banks.  And  the  power  was  thus  given,  only  because 
congress  was  presumed  not  to  have  the  authority  of  restraining 
those  issues,  by  laws  directly  applicable  to  that  object.  But 
the  stales  are  under  no  such  resirictions.  They  have  the  full 
and  unlimited  power  to  regulate  and  restrain  their  own  bank- 
ing system,  and  the  circulation  of  their  own  banks,  to  any  ex- 
tent and  in  whatever  manner  they  please.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  necessity  or  reason  for  the  erection  by  the  state,  of  a  bank 
with  a  capital  superior  to  that  of  all  its  other  moneyed  institu- 
tions, enabled  thereby  to  govern  and  oppress  all  of  them,  and 
obnoxious,  without  any  apology  for  it,  to  all  the  objections 
which  have  been  raised  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Free  competition  as  it  now  exists  between  the  several  banks,  is 
highly  useful;  and  there  ate  few  things  more  to  be  deprecated 
than  a  powerful  moneyed  institution,  not  merely  regulated  by 
a  general  law,  but  kept  in  its  operations  under  the  immediate 
control  of  government,  and  liable  to  be  used  as  an  engine  by 
those  who  administer  government. 

The  laws  of  the  state  contain  many  provisions  well  calculat- 
ed to  prevent  and  to  punish  fraud,  and  to  ensure,  so  far  as  it 
can  be  done  by  legal  enactments,  the  ultimate  solvency  of  the 
banlts.  And  the  act,  commonly  called  the  "safety  fund  act," 
has  provided  for  annual  and  intermediary  investigations  which 
we  consider  as  salutary,  and  which  we  wish  only  to  see  accom- 
panied by  annual,  clear  and  complete  statements  of  the  situa- 
tion of  every  bank  subject  to  the  provisions  o(  the  act.  We  see 
indeed  no  reason  why  every  bank  in  this  state,  without  excep- 
tion, should  not  be  made  subject  to  the  same  investigation  and 
publicity,  and,  to  all  the  general  laws  of  the  state  respecting 
moneyed  corporations,  save  only  such  as  may  impose  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money,  or  render  them  liable  to  any  moneyed  re- 
sponsibility, not  within  the  purport  of  their  respective  charters. 
But  although  gross  mismanagement  may  produce  some  ex- 
ceptions, it  is  not  the  ultimate  insolvency  of  the  banks  which  is 
to  be  apprehended.  The  great  danger  to  be  guarded  against  is, 
that  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  both  imme- 
diately and  afterwards  when  such  payments  are  resumed,  is  at- 
tended with  the  utter  subversion  of  existing  contracts,  and  with 
calamities  which  effect  every  class,  and  none  more  than  the 
poorer  classes  of  society. 

The  fundamental  and  objectionable  provision  of  the  safety 
fund  act  is  that  which  lays"*  a  yearly  tax  of  one-half  per  cent. 
on  the  capital  of  all  the  banks,  for  tlie  purpose  of  applying  the 
proceeds  to  the  payment  of  any  part  of  its  debts,  which  any 
bank,  by  its  own  misconduct,  may  become  unable  to  discharge. 
This  tax  is  unjust,  inasmuch  as  it  renders  banks  responsible 
for  others  over  which  they  have  no  control:  and  in  that  it  offers 
a  premium  in  favor  of  misconduct  or  unskilful  management,  at 
the  expense  of  those  which  are  wisely  and  cautiously  managed. 
It  is  more  particularly  unjust  in  reference  to  this  city;  inasmuch 


as  the  tax  is  laid  in  proportion  to  the  capital  and  not  to  the  cir- 
culation. It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  bank  commission- 
ers that  the  apparent  circulation  of  the  ciiy  banks  amounted  oa 
the  first  January  lac-t  to  $4,900,000,  and  that  of  the  country  banks 
to  10,500,000  dollars;  wliile  the  tax  being  laid  on  the  capital,  the 
city  banks  pay  annually  more  than  03,000  dollars  towards  Ihe 
fund  and  the  country  hanks  Iwss  than  fifty-one  thousand.  The 
disproportion  would,  it  is  true,  be  considerably  less  by  iRc\uA- 
iiig  the  deposiles.  Bui  the  report  does  not  ef»abie  us  to  state 
the  precise  amount  of  the  aggregate  of  the  cire»>laliorr  andiudi' 
vidual  deposiles  in  the  city  and  country  respeciivefy. 

What  renders  the  tax  still  more  unjust,  is  the  total  want  of 
reciprocity,  'i'he  notes  of  the  city  banks  did  noi  require  fhe 
guaranty  of  those  in  the  country;  and,  so  far  from  their  eireii- 
lalion  being  increased  by  that  provision,  it  has,  >rr  feet,  been 
lessened,  within  the  city  itself,  by  the  introduction' «f  eosnt-'y 
paper,  to  which  the  guaranty  of  the  city  banks  ha*  gives  an 
artificial  value. 

It  is  this  last  circumstance  which,  apart  from  its  inju^ficey 
renders  the  system  unsafe  and  dangerous  to  the  commonity  ac 
large.     Instead  of  suffering  the  circulation  of  each  bank  t<v?est 
on  the  confidence  to  which   it  was  naturally  entitled,  each  one 
has  been  enabled  to  extend  its  circulation  as  far  as  its  locaJ  si^ 
tuation  permitted,  without  regard   to  its  capital,  its  resources,, 
its  maivagement,  and  to  the  degree  of  confidence  to  which  it  7* 
entitled   by  all  those  circumstances;  and  solely  on  account  of 
the  artificial  confidence  arising  from  the  gnaraniy  of  more  re- 
sponsible institutions  which  has  been  created  by  the  law.    Hence 
the  extravagant  issues  of  some  of  them,  the  disproporiion   be- 
tween their  specie  and  their  issues,  and  the  imminent  danger  of 
suspension  of  specie  payments  which  threatens  the  whole  sys- 
tem, whenever  any  untoward  event,  such  as  must  necessarily 
occur  in  fhe  course  of  human  affairs,  may  disturb  the  ordinary 
state  of  things.     It  is  perfectly  natural   that  every  bank  should 
avail  itself  of  the  advantages  derived  from  its  situation,  whether 
natural  or  bestowed  on  it  by  the  laws  of  the  land.     Each  will 
naturally  try  to  increase  its   profits  to  the  utmost  limits.     We 
find,  accordingly,  by  the  report  of  the  bank  commissioners  of 
the  1 0th  day  of  March,  1833,  that,  while  the  average  dividends 
of  thirteen  city  banks  amounted  to  little  more  than  six  percent, 
those  of  seven  of  the  banks  in  Albany  and  Troy  were  nearly  at 
the  rate  of  eight  percent,  and  the  average  of  the  thirty-two  other 
banks,  included,  in  the  report,  was  almost  nine  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  their  capitals,     it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  perpetual  applications  should  be  made  for 
new  banks;  that  they  should  be  at  last  considered  less  in  refer- 
ence to  their  utility  to  the  community,  than  as  special  favors 
granted  to  the  a(»plieants;  that  there  should  be  a  perpetual  and 
unnecessary  increase  of  new  banks,  ami  that,  as  has  been  con- 
clusively proved  by  the  bank  commissioners,  this  should   have 
been  attended  with  a  dangerous  and  immoderate  increase  of  the 
bank  issues. 


We  think  it,  therefore,  of  the  hishest  importance  that  those 
defects  in  the  existing  system,  which  endanger  the  soundness 
of  the  currency,  and  which  may  render  the  rechartering  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  on  any  terms,  absolutely  necessary, 
should  be  corrected;  and  the  remedies  for  that  purpose  are  most 
simple  and  obvious. 

They  consist  merely  in  restricting  the  amount  of  the  loans  and 
circulation  of  each  bank,  by  substantial,  and  not  by  nominal, 
restrictions.  The  suppression  of  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  we  believe,  is  generally  demanded.  It  will 
have,  among  others,  the  great  advantage  of  causing  all  small 
payments,  those  for  articles  daily  brought  for  sale  at  market, 
and  those  for  the  daily  compensation  of  labor,  to  be  made  in 
specie,  and  of  lessening  the  injury  which  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  or  failure  of  any  bank,  always  inflicts  on  the  poor- 
er classes.  But  this  measure  will  afford  but  a  partial  remedy 
against  the  general  danger.  The  amount  is  variously  estimat- 
ed— atone  fifth  or  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole  circulation:  but 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  this  would  be  soon  again  supplied 
by  five  dollar  notes.  We  repeat,  that  the  true  and  efficient  re- 
medy is  only  to  be  found  in  a  substantial  restriction  on  the  is- 
sues and  loans  of  the  banks. 

According  to  the  existing  laws,  the  loans  are  restricted  to 
twice  and  a  half,  and  the  amount  of  bank  notes  to  twice  the 
amount  of  the  capital.  The  first  restriction  is  insufficient;  and 
the  last  can  hardly  be  called  a  restriction.  There  is  no  bank 
which  may  not  divide  more  than  six  per  cent,  if  its  loans  are 
limited  to  twice  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Under  proper  ma- 
nagement a  much  smaller  amount  is  sufficient.  The  total 
amount  of  notes  issued  by  all  the  banks  of  the  northern  states 
is  less  than  one-third  part  of  their  capital.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  las^t  report  of  the  bank  commissioners,  that  the  gross  amount 
of  all  the  notes  issued,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  of  the  apparent 
circulation  of  the  hanks  under  the  safety  fund  amounted  to 
15,400,000  on  a  capital  of  22,700.000  of  dollars.  The  dispropor- 
tion between  the  liabilities  and  resources  is  to  be  found  in  the 
extraordinary  amount  of  issues  by  some  of  the  banks.  Ii  is  not 
for  the  purpose  of  enabUng  stockjiolders  to  make  extraordinary 
profits,  but  for  the  public  good,  that  banks  are  instituted.  We 
are  perfectly  satisfied,  that  a  restriction  which  would  limit  the 
issues  of  every  bank  to  two-thirds  of  it  capital,  would  be  amply 
sufficient  to  secure  to  each  a  dividend  of  six  per  cent,  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  state  a  sound  currency,  independent  of  tb« 
acts  of  any  other  legislative  body. 

By  the  instruction  given  to  the  committee  at  the  public  meet 
ing,  by  which  they  were  instituted,  it  became  their  duty  to  en- 
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deavor  to  effect  an  union  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and  the 
board  of  trade.  This  subject  has  been  committed  to  a  sub-com- 
mittee, and  has  been  brought  by  them  to  the  consideration  of 
those  associations.  It  is  understood  that  no  definite  plan  of 
union  has  yet  been  agreed  upon;  but  the  committee  trust,  that 
as  there  are  so  many  objects  of  great  and  mutual  interest,  some 
plan  may  be  devised  by  which  an  efficient  action  and  united 
efforts  of  both  may  always  hereafter  be  secured,  without  the 
l038  of  any  distinctive  powers  which  either  may  desire  to  retain. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
JOHN  G.  COSTER, 
HUBERT  VAN  WAGENEN, 
RUFUS  L.  LORD, 
JONATHAN  GOODHUE, 
NATHANIEL   WEED, 
D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 
JOHN  P.  STAGG, 
JOHN  W.  LEAVITT, 
PHILIP  HONE, 
THOMAS  BROOKS, 
EDWARD  G.  FAILE, 
DAVID  LEE, 
JOHN  HAGERTY, 
FANNING  C.  TUCKER, 
JAMES  BOORMAN, 
GARDNER  G.  HOWL  AND, 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL, 
ISAAC  CAROW, 
JOSEPH  KERNOCHAN, 
JAMES  BROWN, 
JAMES  G.  KING, 
JOHN  A.  STEVENS. 
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Before  the  preceding  report  had  been  read  and  unanimously 
accepted,  by  the  meeting  (more  than  3,000  in  number)— 

Jokn  v3.  Stevens,  a  member  of  the  committee,  came  forward, 
and,  in  the  name  of  Mbert  Gallatin,  esq.  their  chairman,  pre- 
sented the  report  prepared  by  them.  The  advanced  age  and 
feeble  health  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  trusted,  would  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  the  absence  of  that  gentleman,  who  was  particular- 
ly desirous  on  this  occasion  to  meet  his  fellow  citizens,  and,  by 
his  presence,  bear  testimony  to  the  deep  interest  he  took  in  the 
present  momentous  state  of  affairs.  Philip  Hone,  after  some 
preliminary  remarks,  read  the  report.  Pelatiah  Perit,  esq.  then 
offered  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting,  concurring  in  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  committee  on  the  causes  of  the  present  distress, 
its  proper  remedies,  and  the  measures  of  alleviation  they  have 
suggested,  approved  and  adopt  this  report. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  city  banks  be  requested  to  take  into 
earnest  consideration  the  several  propositions  submitted  to  them 
by  the  committee,  and  to  adopt  all  the  measures  founded  on  mu- 
tual forbearance  and  assistance,  and  on  concert  and  harmony 
of  action,  which  may  enable  them  to  afford  the  greatest  relief 
to  the  community. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  board 
of  brokers  to  discontinue,  in  compliance  with  public  opinion, 
sales  of  stocks  on  time,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  union  committee  for  the  faithful  discbarge  of  their  duties  to 
this  time,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  continue  their  patriotic 
labors  and  to  report  further  to  a  public  meeting,  or  otherwise, 
as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Peril,  the  resolutions  were  una- 
nimously adopted. 

Then  the  following  resolutions,  sen*  to  the  meeting  by  Albert 
Gallatin,  esq.  were  proposed  in  his  absence  by  John  Ji.  Stevens: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the 
place  where  they  were  by  law  deposited  and  declared  by  a  late 
vote  of  congress  to  be  perfectly  safe,  in  virtue  of  the  sole  order 
of  the  president,  issued  only  two  months  before  that  body  was 
again  to  assemble,  and  with  the  avowed  object  of  being  enabled 
thereby  to  interpose  his  veto,  if  congress  persisted  in  its  opi- 
nion; 

The  unexampled  interference  with  the  officer  to  whom  the 
public  purse  is  intrusted,  in  the  performance  of  duties  by  law 
exclusively  assigned  to  that  officer; 

The  appointment,  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  of  a  ten>- 
porary  officer,  for  the  special  purpose  of  doing  an  act,  which  no 
secretary  of  the  treasury  regularly  appointed  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate  would  have  performed; 

Are  an  abuse  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the 
president,  and  encroachments  upon  the  legislative  authority  e^f 
congress,  upon  the  laws  and  upon  the  constitQtional  participa- 
tion of  the  senate  in  appointments  to  office,  which,  unless  ar- 
rested, must  give  to  the  president  alone,  the  exclusive  control 
over  the  public  purse,  over  the  currency,  and  over  private  and 
public  credit. 

2.  Resolved,  That  these  acts,  and  others  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion; the  frequent  and  indiscriminate  use  of  the  president's 
veto;  his  belief  in  his  own  infallibility;  his  fixed  determination 
that  his  will  alone  shall  govern;  the  avowal  that,  whatever  that 
may  be,  he  must  at  all  events,  be  sustained;  or,  in  other  words, 
"that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong"  the  substitution  of  the  worship 
of  a  man  for  our  ancient  notions  of  entire  freedom  of  opinion 
and  love  of  liberty,  are  subversive  of  the  principles  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  tend,  ultimately,  leaving  us  hardly  the  name  and 
forms  of  a  republic,  to  convert  it  substantially  into  a  monarchy. 

3.  Resolved,  That  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  our  free  .and 
glorious  institutions,  which  guaranties  their  perpetuity;  and  that, 
for  the  true  and  only  remedy,  and  with  a  perfect  conviction  of 
ultimate  success,  we  fearlessly  appeal  to  "the  people  of  tb«  U. 
States,"  our  and  their  own  legitimate  sovereign. 

All  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 


Hundreds  of  meetings  of  the  people  are  yet  just  held 
or  holding  to  adopt  various  proceedings  with  relation  to 
the  state  of  the  currency,  and  effect  a  return  of  the  public 
deposites.  They  sometimes  meet  in  huge  masses.  The 
anti-bank  meeting  at  Albany  was  succeeded  by  what  is 
said  to  be  a  much  larger  one  on  the  other  si«!e;  and  the 
spirit  of  it  is  running  through  the  west  with  extraordinary 
rapidity  and  force.  Similar  meetings  are  going  on,  es- 
pecially in  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  and  a  good  many 
in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Alabama,  with  some  in  nearly  every  olber 
state.  The  movements  of  the  people  have  no  precedent 
in  our  country — nor  perhaps,  in  any  other;  but  we  regret 
to  believe,  that,  comparatively  speaking,  thie  pressure  is 
only  just  beginning  to  be  felt.  There  already  has  been 
some  occasional  relaxations,  and  others,  it  is  to  be  hoped. 
will  happen,  else  "credit  must  perish,"  and  one  wide 
ruin  over-shadow  the  whole  land — which  ought  to  be, 
bright  and  flourishing  and  happy,  as  it  was  until  politi- 
cians meddled  with  the  currency. 
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•3C|='We  publish  this  week  a  large  collection  of  scraps, 
illustrative  of  the  present  state  of  the  currency  and  of  tiie 
times' — useful  for  present  notice,  and  important  to  the 
history  of  "the  experiment"  that  is  making. 

An  abstinence  from  the  publication  of  any  long  article 
this  week,  has  given  to  the  present  number  of  the  Re- 
gister a  great  variety  of  articles,  though  most  of  them 
relate  to  the  all-engrossing  subject — the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  pressure  on  the  money  market.  The  spe- 
cial message  of  the  governor  of  .TVew  York — the  account 
of  the  great  meeting  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  letter  of 
Dr.  JMacneven,  will  claim  much  attention.  Dr.  Maene- 
ven  is  among  the  last  survivors  of  the  grand  rally  of  the 
Irish  patriots,  and  of  the  associates  of  the  JE?nme?6',  the 
OrrSy  the  Tandys,  the  Keoghs,  the  Cnrrans,  the  Samp- 
sons, the  Tones,  the  Roxuaiis  and  the  J\loores,  and  others 
—-a  race  of  giants  in  intellect,  with  a  purity  of  principle 
and  firmness  of  purpose,  worthy  of  leaders  in  a  sublime 
contest  for  genuine  liberty.  In  early  life,  we  had  the 
^  pleasure  of  being  personally  acquainted  with  three  or 
tour  of  those  named,  and  considered  them  as  among  the 
n^  most  splendid  specimens  of  the  human  kind  that  we  had 
WjL.  ever  met  with.  But  Dr.  J\lacneve7i  needs  not  our  hum- 
ble  testimony  of  his  devotion  to  democratic  principles — 
and  the  power  which  he  possesses  to  support  them,  will 
be  seen  in  his  letter. 

It  is  added  that  counsellor  Sampson,  and  others  of  like 
high  character  and  standing,  agree  with  Dr.  JMacneven. 

Baltimore  has  met  with  two  severe  losses  within  a  week. 
On  Monday  last,  the  remains  of  Talbot  Jones,  esq.  were 
returned  to  the  earth,  and  on  Thursday  night  Alexander 
BroxDJi,  esq.  died!  These  were  two  of  our  oldest  and 
most  valued  merchants — persons  beloved  for  their  private 
virtues,  and  esteemed  for  their  public  conduct.  The 
first  was  among  the  most  extensive  of  our  traders  with 
the  interior;  the  second  of  the  most  important  in  our  rela- 
tions with  Europe.  It  was  the  house  of  A.  Broivn  & 
Sons  that  took  the  late  loan  required  by  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland of  500,000  dollars,  and  if  he,  the  deceased,  had 
not  moved  in  that  business,  it  is  said  that  1,000  poor  la- 
borers on  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  rail  road  would 
have  been  discharged — ■  and,  at  a  time  like  the  present, 
to  sufi'er! 

We  present  gov.  J\Iarcy''s  special  message  to  the  le- 
gislature of  New  York,  and  submit  it  to  the  cool  consi- 
deration of  our  readers  whether  he  is  not  at  the  "head 
of  the  heap"  of  the  "panic  makers?"  What  is  itf — to  bor- 
row monej',  in  fact,  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  in  Europe 
[^0^foreig-n  money!]  to  lend io  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  that  they  may  lend  to  the  country  banks,  that 
they  may  lend  to  the  people!  If  "all  who  borrow  money 
ought  to  break" — here  is  a  "pretty  kettle  offish,"  and  a 
big  one  too!  And  what  are  the  "four  or  five  millions" 
proposed  to  be  borrowed?  As  the  "small  dust  of  the 
balance!"  The  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  have 
lately  increased  their  discounts  3^  millions,  and  the  mo- 
ney-pressure increases!  And  it  Mill,  until  confidence 
is  restored.  We  have  money  enough,  and,  with  confi- 
dence, would  soon  have  credit  enough. 

[We  have  since  received  the  report  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  the  legislature  of  New  York,  to  whom  tlie  gover- 
nor's message  was  referred,  and  shall  insert  it  next 
week.  It  concludes  with  a  bill  providing  for  the  cresxtion 
of  a  five  per  cent,  state  stock,  amounting  to  six  millions 
of  dollars,  redeemal)le  in  twelve  years.  Four  millions 
of  dollars  of  this  stock  is  proposed  to  be  loaned  to  the 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  two  millions  to  be 
sent  to  the  loan  offices  in  diffiereiit  parts  of  the  state,  to 
be  loaned  when  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties 
determine  that  they  are  in  need  of  such  aid.  It  also  pro- 
vides for  a  board  of  officers,  &,c. 
Vol.  XLVI-Sir.    6. 


This  novel  and  very  important  measure  has,  probably, 
been  already  passed  into  a  law!— for  the  first  section  of 
it  was  passed  by  the  assembly  before  certain  of  the 
members  had  had  time  to  read  the  bill.  For  whatever 
reason  these  things  have  taken  place,  we  think  that  every 
refiecting  friend  of  a  sound  currency  will  view  them  with 
alarm.  The  jirecedent  is  dangerous — the  practice  alto- 
gether unsound — in  our  opinion;  and  we  think  tiiat  this 
is  a  subject  on  which  we  have  some  right  to  have  and  ex- 
press an  opinion.] 

We  have  received  tlie  officially  published  lists  of 
names  attached  to  the  petitions  from  Baltimore,  for  and 
against  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites.  ^Ve  ob- 
serve many  mistakes  of  the  printer  iu  spelling  them— - 
but  they  are  unavoidable.* 

These  lists  of  names  have  been  looked  over,  and  we 
note  the  following  facts:  to  the  petition  for  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites  there  are  signed  183  business  firms,  of 
which  number  176  are  known  to  us:  on  the  other  there 
are  only  six  business  firms,  of  which  only  one  is  known 
to  us. 

Of  the  first  hundred  names  on  the  petition  for  restora- 
tion, eighty-four  are  those  of  persons  known  to  us — and 
of  the  reiDaining  16  there  are  several  so  misspelled  that 
we  cannot  surely  identify  them.  On  the  other  list,  of  the 
first  hundred  names  only  twenty-two  are  identified  as 
being  known  to  us. 

Of  the  last  hundred  names  on  the  first  list  we  know 
fifty-one  persons  answering  thereto — of  the  last  hundred 
names  on  the  second  list  we  can,  in  like  manner,  identify 
only  seven  persons. 

Each  page  of  the  lists  contains  about  150  names.  Let 
us  see  how  this  sort  of  knowledge  extends  to  some  of 
them,  taken  at  i\indom. 

On  the  2d  page  of  the  first  petition  we  know  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  persons  and  firms,  as  they  are  put 
down:  on  the  same  page  of  the  second  list  we  know  only 
eleven  persons. 

On  the  7th  page  of  the  first  list  we  know  66  persons— 
on  the  same  page  of  the  second  list  no  more  than  8  per- 
sons. 

On  the  12th  page  of  the  first  list  we  know  93  persons— 
on  the  same  page  of  the  second,  we  cannot  undertake  to 
say  that  more  than  three  persons  are  identified  by  us— 
though  the  name  of  "Martin  Van  Buren"  is  on  this  page! 

On  the  first  list  one  person  has  made  his  mark  with  an 
y,,  and  six  names  were  "illegible:"  on  the  second,  24 
are  marked  with  a  cross  X,  and  27  are  reported  "illegi- 
ble"—-sz'or  being  in  "German." 

The  last  petition  has  the  names  of  "Geo.  W.  Freas, 
esq.'^  "Stephen  Gates,  esq."  and  "John  Freas,  esq," 
We  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  either 
of  these  esquires. 

Such  are  the  results  of  a  hasty  examination.  AVe  do 
not  pretend  to  perfect  accuracy,  but  are  sure  that  no  great 
mistake  has  been  made. 

We  have  been  doing  business  in  this  city  since  1798, 
and  came  hither  permanently  to  reside  in  1805,  and  have 
mixed  much  with  the  people  since  the  latter  period.  We 
refer  to  individuals,  in  both  cases,  that  are  personallv 
known  to  us,  or  whom  we  otherwise  know  ai-e  in  the 
"land  of  the  living,"  and  can  be  found. 

If  the  decision  of  the  question  concerning  the  public 
deposites  were  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  business-men 
of  Baltimore,  at  least  seven-eighths  M'ould  say,  restore 
them!  And  if,  with  the  knowledge  obtained  through  ex- 
perience, they  were  called  upon  to  decide,  shall  the  de- 
posites  be   removed'^  we  think  that  49   out  of  everv   50 

*lt  is  impossible  to  decypher  many  signatures — for  many,  like 
ourselves,  have  acquired  a  wretched  habit  of  making  certain 
marks,  standine  for  our  names,  that  are  unintelligible  to  persons 
not  familiar  with  them. 
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would  give  a  loud  and  emphatic  negative.  Indeed,  v^re 
can  sincerely  say  that  we  have  not  met  with  a  single  man 
who,  when  pushed  to  give  an  honest  answer,  that  has  not 
pronounced  the  measure  an  unwise  one — a  "mistake;" 
but,  as  it  was  done,  why — it  couldn't  be  retired  from, 
some  said;  i.  e.  the  party  must  not -waver  in  a  course  ad- 
mitted to  be  unwise,  though  ruin  shall  folloxv  a  perseve- 
rancei7iii\  By  business-men  we  mean  merchants  and 
other  dealers,  shop  keepers,  mechanics,  of  all  sorts,  em- 
ployers and  journeymen,  artists  and  trades-people — pro- 
perty holders  and  rent  payers,  and  all  persons  who  have 
had  a  settled  liome  and  citizenship  with  us  two  years, 
excluding  however  office-holders,  who  feed  at  the  public 
crib,  and  the  miseraZ>/ej?  who  hope  to  get  their  share  of 
the  fodder — for  all  these  like  "mother  Carey's  chickens," 
lean,  lank  and  hungry,  delight  in  the  storm.  It  is  their 
"glory"  to  be  in  the  whirlwind! — they  have  every  thing 
to  hope  for,  a7id  nothing  to  lose. 


Mr.  JVIcKim  represents  the  5th  congressional  district, 
■which  is  composed  of  the  five  first  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel.  At  the  late 
election  the  votes  stood  thus — • 

JMcKim.  Steuart. 

5  wards  of  Baltimore  2,049  1,678 

Anne  Arundel  county  1,132  1,114 


3,181  2,792 

Now  an  instruction  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  JVlcKim 
that  he  shall  vote  for  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites. 
The  exact  number  is  not  known  to  us — but  it  has  been 
signed  by  more  than  3,300  voters  of  the  district — not  per- 
sons who  appear  on  an  election-day  and  are  not  there- 
after at  all  to  be  found;  but  individuals  who  have  fixed 
residences  with  us,  and  probably  being  not  less  than 
three-fourths  ot  the  business-men,  with  the  same  propor- 
tion of  the  stationary  and  regular  working  people,  me- 
chanics or  farmers,  &c. 

The  committee  who  had  this  matter  in  charge,  are  ho- 
norable men.  They  personally  obtained  most  ot  the  names 
subscribed,  and  declare,  that,  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge, there  is  not  one  person  on  the  list  who  is  not  a  voter 
of  the  district — and,  as  the  vote,  as  stated  above,  was  a 
high  one,  (5,973)  it  unquestionably  appears  that  there  is 
a  clear  majority  of  several  hundred  votes  in  favor  of  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,*  and  yet  several  populous 
districts  had  been  neglected  by  those  who  had  them  in 
charge.  Indeed,  we  understand  that  in  the  3,300  is  not 
included  any  names  from  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  from 
a  whole  election  district  of  Anne  Arundel  county. 

[P.  S.  As  this  paper  was  going  to  press  we  are  told  that  the 
signers  of  the  instruction,  compared  with  the  whole  number  of 
votes  shew  a  majority  of  7151    Others  lists  were  expected.] 


The  New  York  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  ward 
meetings,  and  meetings  of  different  trades,  or  callings, 
to  bear  upon  the  ensuing  election  of  corporation  officers. 
Never  before  were  such  movements  made  in  that  city! 
For  instance,  a  meeting  of  the  carters  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  was  called  by  300  or  400 
of  them,  the  numbers  of  whose  carts  being  attached  to 
their  names — and  there  has  been  such  another  call  and 
meeting  of  landlords  and  seamen — another  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  eighty  stone  cutters,  &c.  &c.  Powerful 
eommittees  have  been  appointed  on  both  sides — for  an 
example,  the  anti-Tammany  carters  have  ap])ointed  a 
committee  of  twenty  to  attend  the  polls  of  each  ward, 
(dressed  in  their  frocks),  during  the  whole  j)eriod  of  the 
election;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  friends  of  a  re- 
storation shall  close  their  stores  and  work  shops  that  they 
may  attend  to  the  business  of  the  election!  The  "Tam- 
manies" are  equally  busy.  They  have  the  benefit  of  an  old 
organization — the  respect  of  party  for  "regular  nomina- 
tions," an  army  of  officers  of  the  U.  States,  and  of  the  state 
and  city  of  New  Yoik  of  about  1,500  men,  who  have 
many  dependents,  whose  persons  and  purses  are  at  the 
command  of  the  party,  and  the  "spoils" amount  to  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  a  year!  All  these  will  be  on  "duty." 
Besides  this  the   "Tammanies"  have  that  powerfid  in- 

*Whole  number  of  voles  5,973— the  half  of  which  is  2,986,  or 
less  by  300  than  the  number  of  the  signers.  The  districts  not 
hoard  from  might  have  easily  furnished  from  4  to  500  good 
names. 


flnence  which  proceeds  from  the  possession  of  fomer 
majoritiesof  about  sixthousand  votes.  Mr.  Verplancky  late 
a  member  of  congress  from  that  city,  is  the  candidate  of 
the  "independent  democrats"  for  the  mayoialty,  and  Mr. 
Laivrence,  a  member  of  the  present  congress,  will  be 
supported  by  the  "Tammanies."  Mr.  Lee,  the  present 
mayor,  declined  a  poll. 

The  excitement  is  not  confined  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  Great  masses  of  the  people  have  met  at  Albany, 
Troy.  Utica,  Rochester,  and,  indeed,  in  most  of  the 
chief  towns,  and  warndy  expressed  their  feelings  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.,  and  the  local  elections 
held  in  Poughkepsie,  Hudson,  Newburg,  Schenectady, 
Rhinebeck,  Claverack,  Lansinburgh,  &,c.  shew  the  effect 
of  this  excitement.  Tlie  first  for  example,  had  a  "Jack- 
son" majority  of  150  last  year,  now  of  144  anti-Jackson. 

At  one  of  the  great  meetings  lately  held  in  New  York, 
fifteen  associations  of  different  mechanics,  &c.  connected 
with  commerce,  sent  in  resolutions  against  the  measures 
of  the  general  and  state  governments. 


A  friend  has  asked,  why  we  fixed  the  commencement 
of  the  "experiment"  as  the  period  at  which  we  supposed 
it  possible  the  bank  of  Maryland  might  fail  any  day,  as 
stated  in  our  last — saying  that  its  issues  had  long  before 
been  excessive.  In  return,  we  said, — "We  also  so  be- 
lieved— but  until  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  money 
was  'plenty,' and  confidence  great;  and,  in  case  of  a  pres- 
sure, it  was  easy  to  obtain  redeeming  funds  on  good  secu- 
rity offered:  soon  after  tiie  credit  of  the  best  of  our  citizens 
availed  little,  and  money  became  scarce."  We  reasoned 
on  this  subject  as  Mr.  Uuanehv^il  done  in  his  letter  to 
the  president  of  July  last — though  then  we  knew  not  that 
such  a  letter  had  been  written — but  supposed  that  every 
one  who  had  considered  the  nature  of  the  currency  held 
the  opinions  which  we  oftentimes  freely  expressed,  and 
also  acted  upon,  to  a  considerable  extent.  There  are 
several  who  will  bear  testimony  that  we  cautioned  them 
against  entering  into  new  engagements  to  pay  money, 
if  rigiilfully  to  be  avoided' — until  the  effects  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  should  become  manifest  to  them. 

The  pressure  on  the  money  market  does  not  arise 
from  any  real  scarcity  of  money,  nor  has  it  any  sort  of 
connection  with  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States — 'Unless  local.  1.  The  specie  capi- 
tal has,  probably,  been  increased  more  than  two  millions 
since  the  1st  October  last,  and  there  is  no  demand  for 
money  abroad,  exchange  being  really  §  or  9  per  cent,  be- 
low par;  and  besides,  the  reduced  price  of  almost  every 
commodity  has  lessened  the  want  for  money  to  make 
purchases,  in  the  amount  of  tens  of  millions  of  dollars. 
For  instance,  a  cargo  of  1,000  barrels  of  flour  may  now 
be  obtained  for  4,000  dollars,  which  would  have  cost 
5,000,  a  little  while  ago — and  1,000  dollars  less  of  money, 
or  credit,  is  needed  to  carry  on  this  small  operation;  and 
when  we  regard  the  diminished  value  of  cotton,  tobacco, 
rice,  lumber,  &c.  &c.  it  may  be  easily  believed  ih^iimany 
millions  less  are  now  needed  than  were  required  before 
the  "experiment"  began.  This  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance,  and  the  political  economist  M'ill  easily 
appreciate  it.  2.  But — 'wbile  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  has  increased  its  circulation,  and  the  line  of  its 
discounts  is  not  reduced  so  much  as  that  of  its  deposites, 
it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  New  York  committee,  in- 
serted in  the  lastRKGisxEii,  that  the  banks  in  that  city  (for 
an  example)  including  the  office,  have  increased  their 
loans  more  than  $3,500,000 — Feb.  19,  1834  being  com- 
pared with  1st  October,  1833. 

Why  then  is  money  "scarce?"  It  is  because  con- 
fidence, the  corner  stone  on  which  a  wholesomjc  cur- 
rency rests,  has  been  destroyed  by  a  wild  "experiment," 
and  the  hostile  attitude  which  "the  government"  of  the  U. 
States  has  assumed  against  the  baidi;  whereby  industry  is 
paralyzed,  new  enterprizes  abandoned,  the  circulation  of 
money  i-endered  a  sluggish  one,  and  a  thousand  bankrupt- 
cies happened.  And  so  it  is — that  though  money  is  really 
more  plentiful  than  it  was  in  October  last,  and  though 
much  less  of  it  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  operations  of 
business,  than  before  the  removal  of  the  deposites — there 
does  not  a[)pear  to  be  a  circulating  medium  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  common  wants  of  the  people!*     W^e  foresaw 

'      *This  panidax  is  solved  in  the  effect  before  us. 
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these  things — they  appeared  as  plain  to  us  as  they  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  Duane* — and  on  this  principle  it  was  that 
■we  thought  a  failure  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  might  hap- 
pen on  any  day  since  the  1st  October,  1833. 

By  the  vote  in  the  senate  on  the  28th  ult.  see  page  88, 
it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Taney''s  reasons  for  removing 
the  deposites  would  have  bec:n  pronounced  "unsatisfacto- 
ry and  insufficient"  thirty  to  eighteen,  had  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Chambers  been  present,  in  the  senate!  We  are  in- 
clined to  believe  that  never  before  since  the  organization 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  has  so  large  a 
majority  appeared  in  tlie  senate  against  any  leading  mea- 
sure of  the  executive  branch  of  the  government.  And  the 
present  senate  has  a  decided  majority  of  those  who  tvere 
among  the  powerful  supporters  of  the  first  election  of  ge- 
neral Jaciison  to  the  presidency. 

The  history  of  the  existing  administration  bears  an 
extraordinary  charactei — one  that  lias  no  parallel   in  our 

*The  4lh  letter  of  Mr.  Duane  addressed  to  llie  people  of  Ihe 
United  States  contains  a  letter  from  liiin  to  the  president  dated 
July  10, 1833,  Crorn  which  we  make  the  following  brief  extracts — 
a  part  of  which  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  present  in  italics. 

''Credit,  like  female  fame,  is  of  such  a  peculiar  nature,  that 
its  blossoms  may  be  blighted  even  by  the  breath  of  inquiry;  what 
then,  might  not  be  the  consequence  of  the  blast  of  the  indigna- 
tion of  government  against  an  agent,  in  whose  interest  it  was 
itself  so  deeply  concerned.''  Much  more  trivial  changes  than  that 
proposed  by  the  president,  have  produced  great  commercial  con- 
vulsions. Such  a  measure,  as  is  urged,  would  be  regarded  by 
the  bank,  so  decidedly  hostile,  as  to  afford  it  an  excuse  to  shake 
the  fabric  of  credit,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  odium  on  the 
goveruuienl,  and  producing  a  persuasion,  that  in  the  extension 
of  the  charier  would  be  found  the  only  remedy  for  the  mischief. 
That  it  would  not  hesitate  to  do  so,  the  president  believes — that 
it  ought  not  to  have  an  excuse  for  doing  so,  the  undersigned  is 
certain. 

"[t  is,  indeed,  mentioned,  in  the  letter  of  the  president,  that 
the  United  Stales  bank  will  not  be  able  to  effect  any  such  pur- 
pose. But  the  undersigned  is  not  satisfied,  that  an  institution 
with  so  large  a  capital,  with  branches  at  so  many  important 
points,  acting  with  one  accord,  and  for  a  single  end,  with  specie 
equal  to  half  its  circulation,  has  it  not  in  its  power  to  affect  the 
operations  of  local  banks,  with  specie  equal  to  about  a  sixih  of 
their  circulation  only.  If  the  bank  is  really  so  harmless  as  this 
part  of  the  president's  letter  supposes,  then  the  alarm  that  the  un- 
dersigned has  at  all  times  entertained,  at  the  existence  of  such  a 
power,  is  unfounded,  and  one  of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 
renewal  af  the  charter  is  obviated.  But  the  undersigned  is  not 
able  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion;  he  is  convinced  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  United  Slates  bank,  so  organized  and  so  se- 
cured, grievously  to  affect  the  local  banks  and  the  community; 
the  undersigned  thinks  that  the  trial  ought  not  to  be  made. 

«<Beyond  doubt,  the  power  of  the  United  States  bank  to  con- 
trol the  local  banks,  and,  through  them,  masses  of  the  people, 
and  through  those  masses,  some  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  country,  is  of  such  a  character  and  tendency,  as  to  ex- 
cite alarm.  But  the  very  existence  of  such  a  power  teaches  ex- 
treme caution — such  an  adversary  should  gain  7io  advantage  from 
an  abortive  experiment  to  limit  its  influence, 

"The  struggle  to  be  made,  is  not  to  see,  which  can  do  the 
other  the  most  harm,  the  government  or  the  bank.  The  govern- 
ment has  but  one  duty  to  execute,  to  inform  the  people  and 
their  representatives  of  the  apprehended  danger.  It  is  not  call- 
ed upon  to  maim  the  bank,  lest  the  bank  should  master  the 
country.  In  any  attempt  to  maim,  the  agents  of  the  bank  would 
he  those  likely  to  escape:  the  wound  would  he  felt  in  the  cottage  of 
the  farmer,  rather  than  in  the  palace  of  the  banker. 

'•On  the  other  hand,  if  the  suggestion  of  the  president  is 
sound,  that  the  United  Stales  bank  dare  not  operate  oppres- 
sively, because  the  state  hanks  having  government  deposites, 
might  run  upon  the  branches,  then  there  is  a  check  at  all  limes, 
in  the  hands  of  the  government;  and  the  bank,  durinn  its  legal 
existence,  will  be  careful  not  to  do  or  omit,  what  might  warrant 
a  total  removal  of  the  deposites. 

"So  that  the  United  States  hank  is  represented  by  some  of  the 
localbanks  as  an  engine  so  powerful  as  te  be  an  object  of  universal 
alarm;  and,  the  next  faoment,  so  utterly  feeble,  (hat  by  the  simple 
operation  of  a  treasury  order,  the  entire  branches  may  be  broken 
up  one  after  the  other,  and  the  paper  flung  upon  them  in  masses, 
vjhich  they  vnll  not  he  prepared  to  redeem!  Which  of  these  is 
the  true  picture?  If  a  treasury  order  has  such  talismanic  in- 
fluence, can  there  be  alietter  pledge  for  the  safety  of  the  public 
deposites?  But,  if  it  has  no  such  power,  is  it  discreet  to  com- 
mence the  warl  In  all  such  calculations,  as  those  referred  to, 
the  flinging  back  masses  of  bank  paper,  and  breaking  up  the 
hranches,  are  items,  that  seem  to  have  caused  no  compassion 
for  the  ullimate  sufferers.  It  appears  to  have  been  forgotten, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  good  and  pure  people  of  the  land  would 
be  ruined — and  why  ruined!  because  the  government  of  their 
country  had  put  the  power  to  ruin  them  in  the  hands  of  corpo- 
rations, intjent  alone  upon  their  own  aggrandizement! — Whether 
it  is  wise  to  make  such  experiments,  the  undersigned,  with  con- 
fidence respectfully  submits." 


annals.  The  vice  president,  with  the  secretaries  of  state, 
war,  navy  and  attorney  general,  and  we  think,  also,  the 
postmaster  general,  (wliich  taltes  in  all  the  "cabinet  pro- 
per," except  the  secrelaiy  of  tlie  treasury),  were  of  those 
who  most  decidedly  rejected  the  "pretensions  of  Mr. 
Jackson"*  in  1824 — but  tiie  latter  su[)ported  them  out  of 
opposition  to  Mr.  A(Umis,  because  tlial  he,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Taney,  had  deserted  \.\\ii  federal  party^  and,  if  we 
are  not  mistaken,  ther-e  is  not,  in  wliat  is  called  the 
"kitchen  cal)inet, "  more  tlian  one  "original"  friend  of 
the  general!  The  "eleventh  liour  men"  have  gathered 
the  "spoils  of  the  victory"  gained.  And  of  the  eighteen 
senators  wlio  voted  on  the  occasion  above  stated,  we  can 
count  up  five  or  six,  and,  perhaps,  thei-e  are  more,  (for 
we  do  not  know  tlie  original  opinions  of  several  of  them), 
who  stood  in  the  same  hostile  position,  even  at  the  elec- 
tion of  1  824. 

And  again— witii  the  exception  of  the  "force  bill," 
whicli  depended  on  other  considerations  than  such  as  re- 
lated to  the  support  of  the  executive,  (for  it  was  carried 
by  the  votes  of  tbe  oi)|)onents  of  tlie  administration),  only 
one  favorite  measure  of  tlie  executive  (the  Indian  bill) 
has  been  sanctioned  by  congress,  and  that  by  a  weak  ma- 
jority (obtained  we  shall  not  say  how),  though  in  both 
houses  there  weie  large  majorities  of  loud  and  lusty  pro- 
fessing friends  of  the  president.  The  exercise,  however, 
of  the  hateful  and  despotic  power  of  llie  veto,  a  ])0wer 
which  a  king  of  Great  Britain  has  not  dared  to  exercise 
for  centuries,  has  placed  tlie  will  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  at  defiance,  with  respect  to  certain  of 
the  most  important  acts  ever  passed  upon  by  these  legis- 
lative bodies;t  the  first  representing  the  states  and  the  se- 
cond the  people. 

Every  one  may  make  for  himself  reflections  of  the  sim- 
ple, hut  singular,  facts  presented.  Never  since  constitu- 
tional governments  began  has  the  like  happened  before — • 
never  will  they  happen  again. 

With  the  result  above  stated,  will  Mr.  Taney  ve»tore 
the  deposites,  or  retire  from  the  place  which  he  holds' 

It  is  stated  in  the  official  "Globe"  that  the  president 
will  not  receive  any  more  committees,  sent  by  the  peo- 
ple to  carry  their  petitions  to  Washington,  praying  for 
relief  from  sufferings  inflicted  by  the  acts  of  "the  go- 
vernment." And  on  this  subject  the  "by  authority"  pa- 
per, at  Philadelphia,  the  Pemisylvanian,  observes— 

"Would  not  the  uses  to  which  the  bitter  enemies  of  the  pre- 
sident pervert  every  thing  which  falls  from  his  lips,  justify  him 
in  closing  his  doors  against  the  intrusion  of  the  vulgar  herds 
that  daily  infest  his  apartments?" 

Who  is  tlje  editor  of  the  "Pennsylvanian?" — a  foreign- 
er or  a  native?  We  must  suppose  the  former,  and  of  a 
fresh  importation,  and  hardly  naturalized — certainly  not 
civilized.     "  Vulgar  hei-ds"  of  tlie  people  !| 

*Albany  Argus. 

jAII  the  great  Pennsylvania  measures  have  gone  by  the 
board— 

1.  Internal  improvements; 

2.  The  protection  of  the  national  industry: 

3.  The  bank  of  the  United  States; 

4.  The  public  land  bill,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay. 

All  which  had  had  the  almost  unantmous  support  of  the  poli- 
ticians, as  well  as  of  the  peof)le  of  the  slate. 

The  Isl,  3d  and  4th  were  put  down  by  the  veto  of  the  presi- 
dent— the  2d  partially  yielded  because  of  a  justly  entertained 
belief  that  the  party  in  power  would  wholly  destroy  it. 

IDoctor  Franklin  in  his  historical  review  of  Pennsylvania, 
holds  the  following  manly  and  spirited  language,  in  relation  to 
the  refusal  of  the  proprietaries  to  recieve  "deputies  frooi  the 
people  who  asked  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

"No  king  of  England,  as  we  can  remember  has  ever  taken 
upon  himself  such  state,  as  to  refuse  personal  applications  from 
the  meanest  of  his  subjects.  Even  sultans,  sophies  and  other 
eastern  absolute  monarchs  will,  it  is  said,  sometimes  sit  whole 
days  to  hear  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  their  very  slaves; 
and  are  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  become  too  great  to 
be  addressed  by  the  representations  of  the  freemen  of  the  pro- 
vince? If  they  must  not  be  reasoned  with,  because  they  have 
given  instructions,  nor  their  deputy  because  he  has  received 
them,  our  meetings  and  deliberations  are  henceforth  useless, 
we  have  only  to  know  their  will  and  to  obey." 

Dr.  Fraiihlin  concludes  his  review  with  the  following  advice 
to  the  proprietaries,  "that  if  they  follow  the  advice  of  Reho- 
boam's  counsellors,  they  will,  like  him,  absolutely  lose,  at  least, 
the  affections  of  the  people.  A  loss,  which,  however  they  affect 
to  despise,  will  be  found  of  more  consequence  to  them  than 
they  seem  at  present  to  be  aware  of." 
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We  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault — but  claim,  and  will 
enjoy,  the  right  of  uttering  the  thoughts  of  our  heart,  in 
respectful  terms,  on  all  occasions.  "Truth  is  a  victor 
•without  violence." 

Is  it  true  that  the  acting  secretary  of  state,  and  acting 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  have  not  yet  been  nominated  to 
the  senate i*  Did  it  ever  happen  before,  that  a  congress 
had  been /owr  months  in  session,  and  two  appointments  by 
the  president,  of  officers  of  such  high  dignity,  renuiin  in 
office^  unapproved  by  the  senate?  We  tliink  not— and 
one  of  these  imporlimt  appointments,  at  least,  would  liave 
been  promptly  ratified,  by  the  concurrent  poxver,  if  it  had 
been  offered  for  approval. 

If  we  regard  the  power  of  the  president,  in  the  recess 
of  the  senate,  to  appoint  persons  to  office,  as  being  abso- 
lute— it  is  not  less  clear  to  our  mind,  that,  wliile  tiie  se- 
nate is  in  session,  such  ap5)oiutments  are  only  acting,  un- 
less they  are  ratified.  Suth  was  the  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  the  old  "democracy.  " 

The  reduced  price  of  commodities  and  of  wages,  with 
the  discharge  of  thousands  of  persotjs  from  employment,* 
have  a  powerful  tendency  to  relieve  tl)e  pressure  of  the 
money  market  on  business-men — but  at  the  cost  of  pro- 
diicers,  farmers  and  other  working  people,  in  great  sa- 
crifices of  private  comfort  and  of  the  public  good.  Wheat, 
at  Zanesville,  Oliio,  was  44  cents  per  bushel,  on  the  26th 
ultimo — at  Batavia,  Ohio,  37^  cents — flour  at  Cincinnati 
275@2873;  ^"^  ^^^  Hudson,  (N.  Y. )  Republican  says 
that  two  of  the  cotton  factories  at  JCindcrUook  have  stop- 
ped work — that  a  large  quantity  of  butter  which  had  been 
sent  to  New  York  from  Poughkepsie,  had  been  brought 
hack,  because  a  market  cnuld  not  be  found  for  it — and 
that  hay  had  been  sold  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  "two 
shillings  and  six  pence,"  that  is,  31^  cents  the  100,  equal 
6^  dollars  the  ton — adding  that  a  quantity  shipjjed  from 
Catskill  and  Atliens,  (towns  on  the  Hudson  river),  had 
been  brought  back.  Bring  back  hay  one  hundred  miles? 
But  such  things  must  reduce  the  amount  of  money  want- 
ed— at  whose  cost? 

The  state  of  things  at  Providence  and  its  neighbor- 
hood may  be  partially  estimated  from  the  following  brief 
notices  of  a  memorial  about  to  be  presented  to  congress 
from  the  mechanics  and  artizans,  a  convention  of  whom 
(298  strong)  was  held  a  few  days  ago: 

50,000  spindles  are  already  stopped,  and  so  have  many 
of  the  machine  shops — as  for  example,  2,475  tons  of  iron 
was  used  in  the  last  year,  but  the  present  rate  is  less  than 
350  tons  per  annum— 300  men  were  employed  in  the  fur- 
naces'—now only  50.  At  this  time  last  year,  contracts 
for  lumber  amounting  to  $70,000  had  been  entered  into 
—now  only  1,4(X)  dollars.  The  master  builders  are  now 
without  contracts,  and  so  sorth. 

A  profligate  idea  has  been  thi'own  out  that  if  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  shall  not  agree  on  the  time 
of  adjournment,  the  president  will  dissolve  the  "refrac- 
tory" body!  If  so — tliis  is  the  last  congress  that  will  be 
held  under  the  present  constitution. f 


A  Canada  paper  says — "Under  the  monarchy  of  England, 
the  right  of  petition  is  lield  sacred.  However  tumnltuoug,  or 
even  dansieroua  the  crisis,  the  avenues  to  the  throne  are  kept 
open  liiat  the  voice  of  complaint  may  be  heard.  In  Denmark, 
we  have  been  recently  informed  by  Mr.  Wheatnn,  the  Ameri 
can  charge,  where  tin;  uovernmenl  is  an  absolute  monarchy, 
the  kins?  holds  open  conrt  every  Monday,  where  he  receives 
petitions  and  applications  for  redresses  of  >;rievanceH  from  every 
class  of  the  people,  from  the  lowest  to  tiie  hij?he.at.  All  ap- 
proach his  majesty  freely,  and  are  received  with  the  utmost 
courtesy  and  attention." 

*They  ware  often  discharged  by  hundreds  at  a  time. 

tMr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  some  late  remarks  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  said,  among  other  thinuf: 

"It  has,  indeed, been  freely  suiini<ed  around  this  capitol,  and 
circulated  in  whispers  within  this  hall,  that  con'jrenis  itself  i.s 
not  to  be  indulged  wiih  a  session  unreasonably  long;  but,  when 
the  deliberations  of  the  house  shall  be  sufficiently  matured,  ac- 
cording to  the  judgment  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
th«en,  by  hi^  fi.it  they  are  to  ceasp,  and  as  we  have  not  had  ex- 
amples sufficiently  signalized  with  arbitrary  power,  a  disai^ree 
inenl  is  to  Iw  jjotten  up  between  the  two  houses  of  conaress-,  in 
the  result  of  which  this  house — the  innnediale  representative 
body  of  the  whole  people  of  tiiis  union — is  to  be  made  the  ser- 
vile instrument  of  ministering  lo  anotktr  eirrcise  of  royal  pre 


The  Philadelphia  papers  say— We  understand  that  the 
Girard  bank  redeems  the  notes  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Tennessee  made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Maryland?  and 
that  funds  amounting  to  100,000  dollars  have  been  re- 
ceived for  that  purpose. 

We  lately  published  an  article  on  the  circulation  of 
values;  and  see  it  mentioned  that  at  the  Suffolk  [Boston] 
bank,  the  exchanges  were  eight  millions  in  the  last  year, 
of  country  notes  only. 

In  former  times,  the  fashion  of  bank-making  was,  that 
those  MJio  bad  money  associated  that  they  might  ItndU-^ 
but  the  fashion  has  latterly  been  for  those  who  have  not 
money  to  n)ake  banks,  that  they  borroxv  its  credits!  In- 
deed, in  times  not  long  past,  associations  of  knaves  were 
made,  who,  among  them  all,  had  not  money  enough  to 
pay  for  the  paper  and  the  plates  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing it,  until  they  had  in  circulation  a  sufficiency  of  their 
own  mannfaclnred  rags!  As  the  beginning  of  such 
banks  was  rags,  so  will  the  end  be.  Are  we  not  to  have 
another  huge  crop  of  "rag  barons?"  Well — if  so,  we 
are  ready  to  fight  ihem  again! 

In  1 826,  Martin  Van  Buren,  W.  L.  Marcy,  B.  F.  But- 
ler, C.  E.  Dudley,  N.  Sanford  and  others,  the  chiefs  of 
what  Mas  called  the  "regency,"  very  earnestly  petitioned 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  branch  at  Al- 
batiy;  and,  among  other  inducements,  said  that  the  local 
situation  of  that  city  "would,  in  a  great  measure  render 
tlie  bills  of  a  branch  established  there  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  extensive  regions  w*hose  produce  would 
be  brought  to  that  market!"  If  the  bank  is  an  "uncon- 
stitutional monster,"  these  gentlemen,  surely  "commit- 
ted" themselves  wofully. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  Ohio  to  the  editor  of  this 
paper,  after  speaking  of  the  general  distress,  says — "I 
will  state  to  you  a  single  fact  with  regard  to  myself  (and 
I  am  only  one  of  thotisands  in  the  same  situation) — I  am, 
and  have  been  for  several  years,  doing  a  considerable 
business,  and  have  now  on  hand  5,000  dollars  worth  of 
wheat,  at  its  average  cost  to  me  of  57  cents  a  bushel — but 
the  best  offer  that  I  can  get  for  it  is  40  cents.  The  spring 
season  has  arrived,  and  my  means  to  contirme  business 
are  vested  in  wheat.  Now  I  must  submit  to  a  loss  of  850 
dollars  on  my  wheat,  for  which  I  have  paid  out  my  mo- 
ney for  no  other  reason  than  to  gratify  the of 

persons  in  power;  for  no  man  of  common  sense  can  de- 
ny that  this  state  of  things  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
attacks  of  the  government  on  the  currency.  But  for  this, 
my  business  this  season  woidd  have  been  as  prosperous 
as  ever." 

Letters  from  Mr.  Black,  a  senator,  and  from  Mr.  Cage, 
a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
Slates,  both  from  Mississippi,  are  published  in  the  Nat- 
chez pH[)ers,  and  shew  the  determination  of  both  to  op- 
pose the  administration  in  its  projects  concerning  the 
bank  and  the  currency,  kc.  but  neither  of  the  gentlemen 
hold  out  a  hope  that  relief  may  be  expected  from  con- 
gress. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Pittsburgh  papers,  that  reports 
prevailed  in  Baltimore  prejudicial  to  the  ci-edit  of  the 
jMerchants  &  Manufacturers  bank.  We  had  not,  before 
seeing  the  Pittsburgh  papers,  heard  of  any  such  reports. 
The  credit  of  the  bank  stands  fair  in  this  city. 

rotative.  I  am  not  dispo.sed  to  give  credit  to  idle  rumors,  of 
which,  there  are,  no  donbr,  now,  as  at  all  times,  many  in  rir- 
culalion  without  this  house,  and  sometimes  wiiliin  it;  but,  from 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  this  mninniu,  I  eannot  but  east, 
within  myself,  ominous  conjecture.-;  upon  the  hMmiliatitig  uses, 
of  which  this  house  is  to  be  made  the  submissive  instrument." 
Mr.  WiUc,  said — "In  the  opinion  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ashlov),  that  we  ought  to  proroed  to  tlie 
appropriation  hills,  he  could  not  concur.  The  moment  these 
bills  were  pa.ssed,  congress  was  no  longer  neci'ssar\  to  the  "go- 
vernment," and  there  was  a  measure — which  mijrltt  he  resorted 
to — which  had  been  mooted — and  which  would  efTcetnnlly  ptf>- 
cli-idc  all  further  discussion,  as  the  favorite  nnn  dy  of  the  \y^■^- 
jority  for  that  areat  ('v'\\.  frrcdom  of  '^ehnte.  He  need  not  be 
more  explicit.     Every  one  nnderelood  liim." 
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We  have  aelojushing'  accounts  of  the  product  of  certain 
of  the  gold  mines  in  Virtjinia!  Sonie  of  the  rock  ore  ot 
Mr.  Boocker's  mine  is  suid  to  be  worth  from  250  to  300 
dollars  a  bushel;  other  parcels  weighing  100  lbs.  worth 
1,000  dollars!  The  mining  business  is  also  said  to  be 
good  in  North  Carolina,  as  a  regular  employment. 

The  extra  allowances  made  by  the  postmaster  general 
to  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  though  often  slight- 
ly spoken  of,  have  not  yet  excited  much  attention — the 
public  mind  being  filled  with  other  and  more  immedi- 
ately important  matters.  The  committee  of  the  senate, 
however,  will  soon  |)resent  as  full  a  view  of  the  affairs  of 
the  department  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  "Telegraph"  of  the  28th  ult.  gives  a  list  often  or 
eleven  different  contractors  in  Virg-ini a,  ■wYio  have  receiv- 
ed about  $60,000  for  uxtra  allowances,  on  contracts 
■which  amounted  to  only  about  $90,000!  One  of  these, 
Mr.  W.Snuih,  editor  of  a  paper  published  in  Culpepper, 
has  three  contracts,  for  a  compliance  with  which  he  was 
to  liave  received  8,100  dollars— but  the  extra  allowances 
made  him  are  presented  in  the  sum  of  9,550  dollars,  or 
nearly  120  per  cent,  for  extra  services! 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  congress,  that  Mr. 
£lmr,  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  South  Caro- 
lina, is  dead.  He  shot  himself,  in  a  fit  of  insanity.  He 
■was  one  of  the  stoutest  men  that  we  ever  saw. 

A  young  Baltimore  mechanic  named  James  Jllitfs,  made 
a  heautiful  ascent  from  Federal  Hill  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing last.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  a  more  splendid  one 
than  either  of  Mr.  J)urant''s — but  we  are  rather  "used" 
to  such  things.  The  balloon,  and  all  the  preparations 
for  the  voyage,  were  made  by  Mr,  Mills  himself.  He 
ascended  a  little  before  5  o'clock,  and  landed  at  the  Bod- 
kin— 16  miles,  in  70  minutes  after  his  balloon  was  let-go, 
■without  accident  or  injury. 

Canada  remains  in  a  very  agitated  state — the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  I'esisting  and  protesting  against  the 
acts  of  the  governor-general,  against  wliom  they  were 
also  preparing  articles  of  impeachment. 

Two  Austrian  frigates  have  ari-ived  at  New  York  with 
245  Polish  exiles.  They  have  come  to  us  in  evil  times. 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  own  people  are 
hard  put  to  it  to  get  a  living,  and  make  heavy  claims  on 
those  yet  able  to  do  deeds  of  charity.  The  Poles  at 
Harwich,  in  England, and  Havre,  in  France,  and  also  212 
who  lately  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  Eng.  on  tlieir  way  to 
the  United  States,  have  obtained  liberty  of  the  French 
government  to  settle  in  Algiers,  "^rhere  is  a  great  field 
for  honest  labor  in  that  country — as  well  as  military  em- 
ployment, if  preferred. 

At  a  great  riot  among  the  Irishmen  employed  on  the 
canal  making  near  New  Orleans,  they  had  the  presump- 
tion to  resort  to  force,  and  to  fire  upon  the  city-guard 
sent  out  to  restore  them  to  order!  They  were  quickly 
fired  upon  in  return,  and  some  of  them  wounded — and 
23  leading  ruffians  were  made  prisoners.  They  had 
committed  very  great  excesses.  Such  poor  men,  made 
mad  by  oppression  at  home — too  often  have  to  be  brought 
to  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  law  in  America.  It 
is  a  misfortune  that  they  are  employed  in  masses.  Se- 
parated, they  soon  learn  to  reason — if  disposed  to  listen 
to  its  dictates.  The  time  ivas  when  every  good  Ainerica^i 
citizen  considered  himself  as  a  special  constable  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace.  We  hope  that  that  time  will  re- 
turn to  us! 

THE  BANKS— THE  CURRENCY  AND  THE  TIMES. 
Ainonc;  the  curiosities  of  the  presfnt  times  is  the  publication 
of  a  letter  signed  Reuben  M.  IFhitney,  in   which  he  denies  a 
statement  made  concerning  him^self  by  William  J.  Doane! 

Meetings  of  the  people,  because  of  the  embarrassments  of 
their  business  and  on  account  of  the  {jeneral  ruin  which  seems 
to  impend,  are  yet  holding,  in  undiminished  numbers,  and  in 
many  cases  attended  by  persons  who  were  amon^  the  most  ar- 
dent supporters  of  the  present  administration.  They  assemble 
in  multitudes.  More  than  three  thousand  attended  a  meeting  at 
Newark,  N.  J.  and  great  movements  have  lately  been  made  in 
the  rich  and  populous  western  counties  of  New  York.    The 


truth  is  every  where  becoming  manifest,  that  it  is  the  war  of 

yoliticiitns  ajjainst  the   l»aiik   of  ihe   United   States,  which  han 
cnused  the  oppression  un<|i;r  wliich  the  people  "groan."* 

Petitions  have  been  presented  to  the  legislainre  of  Pennsyl 
vania,  praying  for  the  interference  of  the   stale  to  prevent  gen. 
Jackson  frcMii  as.sutning  despotic  power! 

The  best  flour  was  recently  sold  at  Maysville,  Ky.  at  24  dol- 
lars per  barrel.  Great  consiernatlon  amoni;  the  businesD  men 
of  the  wiifi  prevail.!,  on  account  of  llie  enibarratsuients  and  rer 
ported  bankruptcies  at  New  Orleans. 

A  couuniltce  of  the  common  council  of  Pliiladelplii.i,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  ettecl  of  removing  the  dcposites  on 
the  interest  of  the  city,  shew  a  loss  n(  the  large  sum  r)f  312,304 
dollars— the  cost  of  various  bank  and  canal  ?tncks  in  charge  of 
llie  city  for  different  public  ()nrposee-,  being  compared  with  the 
present  j/rices  of  them.  They  aliso  speak  ol  the  depreciated  va- 
lue of  the  real  estate  left  tinin  by  Stephen  Girard.  They  ad  vine 
that  the  city  councils  shall  petition  congress,  praying  for  a  res- 
toration of  the  de[)osites,  &c. 

We  hear  of  many  more  manufactories  that  have  stopped 
work — iu  others  a  part  of  the  working  people  are  discharged, 
and  those  who  remain  have  snhniiiied  to  reduced  wages,  which 
are  paid  rather  in  a  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  employers, 
than  in  a  hope  of  profit. 

The  rates  of  exchange  are  rising.  "Virginia  money"  is  ol  4 
and  5  percent,  in  Baltimore,  southern  and  south  western  8  to 
10.  New  York  (country  notes)  6  to  8  per  cent.  Oliio  (eood 
banks)  10  per  cint.  Pennsylvania  (interior)  from  2  to  5.  New 
England  2^  to  U.     District  of  Columbia  1  to  2— unsteady. 

These  rates  of  shaving  are  extensively  paid,  for  the  people 
must  have  "Baltimore  money"  to  pay  their  notes,  unless  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  "current."  lliouah  isruied 
at  Portland,  in  the  north,  St.  Louis,  in  the  west,  or  New  Or- 
leans in  the  south. 

In  an  interviow  of  oneof  theconunittees,  the  president, on  the 
authority  of  "Henry  Horn,"  of  Pliiladelpliia,  «  ho,  as  he  said, 
"could  not  lie,"  declared  that  John  A.  IJrown,  esq.  of  ihe  city 
just  named,  had  been  "bought  up  by  the  U.  S.  bank,  v\  ith  a 
million  of  dollars."  But  the  matter  charged  being  totally  false, 
and  without  a  shadow  of  foundation,  has  given  rise  to  a  sharp 
correspondence  which  will,  probably,  be  soon  laid  before  the 
public.     Somebody  has  "/ieJ." 

The  following  are  among  the  names  signed  to  a  petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Canibreleng,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posiies: 

Billy  Cahill,  Nick  Corshoar, 

Tom  Noles,  Peter  Goircrow, 

Jim  Crow,  jr.  Bull  Burk,  jr. 

Teddy  O'Rooke,  '      Port  Levi, 

Duf^' Green  not  ded,  Bryon  the  Brave,  king  of  Leinster, 

Col.  Pluck,  James  Twaedle, 

Black  Hawk,  Jim  Cunnon, 

Hurrah  for  Jackson,  Tim  Floomly, 

Peter  Pocuck,  Hugh  'J'oughy, 

Peter  Parley,  Peter  Scrap. 

A  Harrhhurg  paper  says — "The  state  loan,  of  a  little  more 
than  $729,000,  was  taken  on  Tuesday,  by  Mr.  Moss,  of  Phila- 
delphia, acting  as  agentof  the  iio</iAcAiWs,  of  London.  The  pre- 
mium given,  is  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  or  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  for  a  thousand  dollars.  The  premium  promised  by 
Dr.  Burden  on  the  same  loan,  was  thirteen  and  fifty-one 
hundredths  per  cent.  The  premium  now  received,  is  about 
,f  1,823;  making  a  loss  to  the  state  of  more  than  thirteen  and  a 
quarter  per  cent,  or  a  portion  more  than  ^96,564.  It  is  said  that 
the  Messrs.  Aliens,  who  purchased  the  loan  of  Dr.  Bmden, 
will  pay  the  difference  to  the  state.  Whether  they  are  obliged 
to  do  it  we  do  not  know." 

It  is  added,  that  the  same  party  has  offered  to  take  the  two 
million  loan  which  is  required  at  one  mill  above  par— that  is, 
one  dollar  premium  on  1,000,  or  2,000  dollars  in  two  millions! 
The  same,  at  this  time  last  year,  would  have  been  gladly  taken 
at  130  dollars  on  the  1,000,  or  260,000  dollars  premium  on  the 
two  millions.  So  works  the  "expeiiment" — for  which  the 
politicians  of  Pennsylvania  have  changed  one  of  the  late  most 
cherished  principles  of  the  people  of  the  state,  and  thrown  up 
their  hats.  The  difference  is  n/^arly  350,000  dollars  against  the 
people  of  the  state  in  one  year.  And  yet,  on  the  21st  ult.  the 
following  resolutions  passed  the  senate  of  the  state: 

^'].  Resolved,  That  he  present  bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  he  rechailered  by  congress. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  the  gocernment  deposites  which  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  ought  not  to  b* 
restored.^' 

The  first  of  these  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  19  to  13— ihe 
second  by  a  vote  of  18  to  14.  A  resolution  offered  as  a  substi- 
tute, to  the  effect  that  a  bank  of  the  United  Stales  ought  to  be 
established  during  the  present  session  of  congress,  was  lost  11 
voting  for,  and  21  against  it.    Two  other  resolutions  for  the  re- 

*Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Geo.  lately  said  in  the  senate,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  eommittees  who  had  visitfid  Washington— "Certain 
gentlemen  who  come  here  complaining  of  the  public  distress 
may  well  be  compared  with  a  Methodist  preacher  exhorting  hi« 
congregation  groan'  sinners!  groan!" 
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charter  of  the  bank  and  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
were  rejected— ayes  10,  nays  22.  Another  for  making  the  bank 
the  depository  ol  the  public  funds,  was  negatived  by  20  votes  to 
12. 

The  project  of  establishing  a  ten  million  bank  has,  however, 
been  pronjptly  put  duwu  in  tlie  house  of  representatives  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  "pressure"  is  only  just  beginning  to  be  felt,  as  it  were, 
in  the  south-west;  and  many  doleful  letters  are  published  from 
Louisiana  and  Mississijtpi.  A  considerable  amount  in  draughts 
of  the  Planters  bank  of  Natchez,  on  one  of  the  banks  of  New 
Ycyk,  h^aye  Jieen  diihonored  and  returned — ihe  solvency  of  the 
-drawer  was  not  then  doubted,  but  an  instant  regard  to  means 
forbade  accommodations.  '-Save  himself  who  can,"  is  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  banks  most  commonly  act,  and  now  must 
act. 

With  respect  to  the  petitions  pre!«ented  to  congress,  Mr.  For- 
syth lately  said  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States!  "Our  tables 
are  loaded  with  miserable  petitions,  gol  up  by  miserable  means 
and  for  miserable  objects,  and  organized  i«  pot  houses." 

A  large  part  of  our  trade  with  China  has  been  carried  on  by 
bills  of  tile  bank  of  the  United  States,  drawn  on  London,  wliich 
were  better  than  dollars,  even  at  Canton,  without  considering 
the  risk  and  trouble  and  cost  of  their  exportation;  and  with  this 
Jidvantage  also,  that  if  the  ship,  with  all  on  board  of  her,  goes 
i.0  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  or  is  captured  by  pirates,  &c.  the 
Amount  of  such  bills  are  still  safe  for  the  rightful  owners.  Such 
ivas  the  credit  of  an  institution  which  has  been  denounced  as 
an  unsafe  depository  ol  the  public  money! 

The  effect  of  the  "experiment"  on  real  property  may  be  ap- 
preciated from  the  following— It  is  mentioned  in  the  Lancaster 
(Pa.)  Examiner,  that  a  two  story  brick  dwelling  house  in  that 
city,  within  a  few  doors  of  the  court  house,  was  offered  at  pub- 
lic sale  a  short  time  since,  and  not  a  sinigle  bid  obtained!  A  year 
ago  it  would  have  sold  readily  for  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 
The  like  has  probably  not  occurred  before  since  Lancaster  was 
a  town. 

It  is  stated  that  the  work  on  the  fortification,  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  has  been  suspended,  and  a  great  number  of  work- 
men turned  adrift.  While  the  work  went  on,  there  was  a  month- 
ly disbursement  of  about  $12,000,  a  great  part  of  which  went 
into  immediate  circulation  in  the  town. 

jFroin  what  we  see  in  the  various  papers  received  by  us,  it 
ivuould  appear  that  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  draughts, 
ddrawn  by  certain  of  the  local  banks  or  others,  have  been  pro- 
tested, within  the  period  of  the  past  month.  VVe  frequently  see 
the  notice  of  fresh  incidents  of  this  kind.  The  stale  banks 
camiof  carry  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country.  The  "experi- 
iwent"  has  already  most  miserably  and  oppressively  failed. 

From  seven  to  eight  thousand  spindles  have  been  stopped  on 
Fall  River. 

The  economical  and,  heretofore,  thrifty  state  of  Vermont  is  in 
a  high  degree  of  excitement,  on  account  of  the  general  distress 
produced  by  the  measures  of  "the  government."  The  late  three 
parses  ,in  ttiat  state  are  rapidly  uniting  into  one,  in  a  sense  of 
,comHiQP  djinjer. 

The  o^ciaZ  '^Globe,"  lately  speaking  of  Mr.  Diianc,  as  secre- 
tary of  the  treasurv,  and  with  relation  to  the  public  deposites, 
called  him  a  "REFRACTORY  SUBORDINATE,"  for  not  do- 
ing, at  the  command  of  the  president,  ihat  over  which  the  law 
gave  him  the  sole  discretion!  This  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  impu- 
dence— a  submission. to  power  that  a  Husstan  boor  might  blush 
at. 

It  is  supposed  5that  35  jOOO  bales  of  cotton  less  than  in  the  last 
year,  will  be  consumed  in  New  England,  in  the  present. 

The  petition  from  the  3d  congressional  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia for  tlie  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  contained  4,672 
names,  and  was  240  feet  9  inches  long. 

One  to  two  per  cent,  premium  is  paid  in  Ohio,  in  exchanges 
of  coin  for  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  four 
per  cent,  in  north  Alabama! 

BANKS    AND    THE    CURRENCY— MISCELLANEOCS. 

[Deferred  items.] 
A  late  number  of  the  Providence  Journal  contained  ninety- 
nine  applications,  to  the  court  of  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  the 
insolvent  laws. 

In  the  present  emergency,  many  of  the  wholesale  dealers  of 
Boston  have  entered  into  an  agreement,  not  to  sue  for,  or  take 
security  of  their  debtors,  except  in  cases  of  clear  necessity,  and 
then  only  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  parties  so  associated. 

The  "Boston  Courier"  with  reference  to  a  letter  published  in 
the  "Globe"  as  if  written  at  Boston,  which  says  the  "money 
(Pressure  is  very  much  exaggerated,"  observes — "No  account 
can  exaggerate  it.  The  types  are  not  yet  cast,,  that  can  repre- 
^eui  things  worse  than  they  really  are." 

Many  and  heavy  failures  are  taking  place.  We  have  no  heart 
to  give  detailed  accounts  of  them.  There  is  another  "sign  of 
the  times."  It  scfms  that  the  individual  frauds  of  1819  20, 
are  about  to  be  revived  by  persons  in  whom  much  conhdcnce 
^as  been  reposed. 


Seventy  protests  were  recorded  in  one  bank  of  New  York, 
on  the  3d  ultiiMO. 

The  importation  of  foreign  goods  will,  probably,  be  very  small, 
this  spring— many  orders  have  been  countermanded,  and  some 
laige  lots  actually  sent  back,  rather  than  pay  or  secure  tho  du- 
ties upon  them,  in  the  "prospect  before  us;"  and  yet  all  sorts 
of  goods  are  very  low,  because  of  the  appreciated  value,  and 
prevailing  scarcity  of  money.  Bills  on  England  are  U  percent, 
"below  par,"  as  ii  is  called— that  is  438  cents  for  the  £  sterling.', 
the  legal  par  being  480,  and  the  average  real  par,  for  many  years 
past,  about  488. 

In  corroboration  of  the  above,  a  letter  from  Manchester,  Eng. 
recently  published  in  a  New  York  paper,  informs,  that  "an  im- 
mense number  of  countermand  orders"  have  just  been  received 
there.  These  orders  forbid  the  shipping  of  another  piece  of 
goods  and  direct  the  sale  of  those  that  are  ready  for  shipment. 
And  adds  that,  as  money  is  plenty  in  England  at  3  per  cent,  the 
writer  hopes  that  it  may  be  employed  through  private  bankers 
in  the  United  States.  This  would  be  a  thriving  business  just 
now.  Several  millions  sterling  might  be  loaned  out  on  the  best 
possible  security  at  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  more. 

Ten  new  banking  institutions  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
,•14,400,000,  were  incorporated  at  the  late  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Ohio.  The  bank  of  Kentucky,  jast  incorporated,  is  to 
have  a  capital  of  five  millions.  Indiana  has  also  establislied  a 
slate  bank.  Very  strict  conditions  appear  to  be  provided  for 
the  good  and  safe  management  of  these  institutions.  A  friend 
has  transmitted  to  us  a  very  interesting  view  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  latter,  which  we  shall  yel  endeavor  to  make  a  place 
for,  at  a  future  day.  A  ten  million  bank  is  asked  to  be  in- 
corporated in  New  York — half  of  the  stock  to  be  held  by  the 
slate.  The  project  is  said  to  embrace  a  borrowing  of  money 
from  foreigners.  Ought  not  such  a  bank  to  "break.?"  But  if 
all  persons  who  trade  on  borrowed  capital  should  break,  how 
many  dealers  would  stand  firm.'  The  members  of  the  first  con- 
gress and  president  Washington,  were  the  fathers  of  the  credit 
system  in  the  United  States,  by  allowing  time  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  goods  imported,  and  the  avowed  object  was  to  furnish 
a  borrowed  capital  to  favor  the  merchants  and  dealers.  And 
even  yet,  though  the  period  of  the  credits  on  duties  has  been 
considerably  reduced,  the  United  States  is  a  great  lender  of  ca- 
pital— for  the  duties  pass  into  the  value  of  the  goods  when  sold 
by  the  merchant,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  own  original  invest- 
ment of  money  in  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  safety  fund  banks  are  rapidly  reducing  tlieir 
discounts. 

At  Boston  the  tariff  of  bank  notes  was  as  follows  on  the  10th 
ult.  Bills  of  the  banks  of  New  Eiu>;land  (generally)  par — of 
New  York  city  1  per  cent,  discount,  others  of  New  York  3a5; 
New  Jersey  5al0;  city  of  Philadelphia  2;  of  Baltimore  2;  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  4.  The  eastern  bankers  deserve  great  cre- 
dit for  keeping  their  own  notes  at  par  all  over  New  England. 
It  is  not  so  in  any  other  district  of  country  in  which  there  are 
many  banks,  though  "specie  paying." 

A  very  large  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  and  merchants  of 
New  Orleans  was  held  at  the  Planters'  hotel,  in  that  city,  on  the 
evening  of  the  19lh  ult.  S.  W,  Okey,  esq.  presided.  The  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  state  that 
the  "people  of  New  Orleans,  from  a  slate  of  high  prosperity,  are 
reduced  to  one  of  misery  and  distress,  by  the  pressure  on  the 
money  market,  which  has  depressed  the  value  of  produce  and 
of  real  property,  and  increased  the  rate  of  interest  to  18  and  24 
per  cent,  per  annum,  which  is  grinding  every  portion  of  the 
community,  and,  unless  relief  is  soon  afl^rded,  must  be  produc- 
tive of  the  heaviest  calamities" — and  attribute  this  condition  of 
things  to  the  unfortunate  collision  belAveen  the  government  and 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  more  particularly  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin 
states  that  the  assemblage  was  overflowing,  and  without  dis- 
tinction of  party. 

And  a  late  letter  says  that  some  loans  had  been  negotiated  at 
five  percent,  a  month!  And  adds — it  is  reported  that  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  in  this  city,  on  or  before  the  3d  day  of  April 
next,  will  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  one  million 
of  dollars  are  due  on  real  estate  in  the  city  or  suburbs. 

A  letter  from  Poltsville,  Pa.  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
papers,  dated  March  10,  says — "I  have  been  in  business  for 
many  years,  but  I  never  saw  such  times.  There  is  no  business 
doing  hero.  About  two  thousand  men  are  looking  for  work, 
and  every  thing  is  at  a  stand.  A  great  many  men  with  their 
families  have  to  go  to  the  house  of  employment  to  keep  from 
starving.    Hands  can  be  got  for  their  boarding." 

The  bank  committee  in  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  have  re- 
ported that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  any  new 
bank  charters  during  the  present  session. 

It  is  stated  that  "one  bank  in  N.  York  is  in  possession  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  houfips  that  have  suspended  payment  since 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 

The  Philadelphia  "Commercial  Intulligencer"observes— "we 
have  never  been  the  apologist  or  champion  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  but  own  that  we  are  struck  with  surprife  at  the 
blindness  of  those  who  prefer  one  hundred  United  Stat«s  banks, 
equally  corrupt,  and,  as  organized,  far  more  powerful.     Such 
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an  engine  will  be  enabled  to  rale  tliK  country  with  a  rod  of  iron; 
and  it  will  be  in  tlie  bands  of  those  who  will  not  leave  it  unem- 
ployed." 

The  cotton  planting  states  are  beginning  to  feel  the  pressure, 
and  are  holding;  many  meetings,  and  petitioning  for  relief;  say 
in  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  some  in  North  Caroli- 
na and  Georgia. 

The  N.  Y.  "Journal  of  Commerce"  has  the  following  para- 
graph— We  understand  that  specie  has  been  imported  from 
France,  which  cost  in  Paris  five  francs  and  a  quarter  per  silver 
dollar,  and  has  been  paid  for  in  bills  of  exchange  purchased 
here,  at  a  fraction  less  than  five  francs  and  three  quarters  for 
a  dollar.  This  calculation  exhibits  the  actual  rate  of  exchange 
as  nine  per  cent,  in  favor  of  this  country.  A  favor  however 
which  costs  us  rather  too  dear.  At  this  rate  a  bill  of  exchange; 
on  Paris  which  costs  one  hundred  dollars  in  New  York,  will 
purchase  one  hundred  and  nine  just  such  dollars  in  Paris.  Af- 
ter deducting  all  expenses  of  freight,  interest,  insurance,  &c. 
there  is  good  room  for  profit  on  the  importation.  In  France  at 
this  time,  money  is  cheap  and  every  thing  else  dear.  Here, 
the  opposite  is  the  case;  money  is  near  and  almost  every  thing 
else  cheap;  especially  all  manufactured  articles,  whether  of  our 
own  or  other  countries.  But  few  articles  in  all  the  range  of 
fabrics  of  wool,  cotton  or  silk  can  either  be  made  or  imported 
at  this  time,  and  sold  by  auction,  without  a  loss  of  ten  to  twen- 
ty-five per  cent. 

It  seems  to  have  been  agreed,  that  the  "pressure"  was  much 
less  heavy  on  Baltimore  than  on  her  sister  cities — but  a  great 
deal  of  "unquestionable"  paper  was  exchanged,  on  Saturday 
the  22d  ult.  in  this  city,  for  "money,"  at  the  rate  of  SIXTY 
per  cent,,  per  annum;  and  the  demand  was  far  from  being  satis- 
fied at  that  precipitous  usance.     Vires  acquint  eundo! 

Doctor  Franklin,  in  his  will,  providing  a  fund  for  loans  to  in- 
dustrious young  men,  remarks: 

"Having  myself  been  bred  to  a  manual  art,  printing,  in  my 
native  town,  and  afterwards  assisted  to  set  up  my  business  in  Phi- 
ladelphia by  kind  loans  of  money  from  two  friends  there,  which 
was  the  foundation  of  my  fortune  and  of  all  the  utility  in  life  that 
may  he  ascribed  to  me,  I  wish  to  be  useful,  even  after  my  death, 
if  possible,  in  forming  and  advancing  other  young  men,  &c. 

[Franklin  was  a  fool!  The  moment  a  man  borrows  money 
that  he  may  make  money,  he  "ought  to  break.^'  It  is  the  "un- 
pardonable (political)  sin"  to  doubt  this— and  the  proof  is,  that 
no  small  number  of  the  honorable  ones  who  "glory"  in  this 
principle,  have  acted  upon  it,  and  "punished"  those  who  be- 
friended and  confided  in  thenilj 

Hundreds  of  manufacturing  establishments  have  much  reduc- 
ed, or  altogether  stopped  their  operations.    There  would  be  a 
great  rise  in  the  price  of  goods  in  consequence  of  such  proceed 
ings,  if  the  people  had  the  usual  supply  of  money  to  pay  for 
Cheni. 

There  have  latterly  been  many  arrivals  of  specie  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  more  may  be  expected,  so  long  as  bills  on  Lon- 
don are  nine  or  ten  per  cent,  below  par,  and  millions  may  be 
safely  invested  in  the  United  States  at  from  one  to  two  per  cent. 
per  month,  or  12  a  24  per  cent,  a  year!  In  this  condition  of  the 
country,  specie  will  not  be  exported — nor  will  it  do  us  much 
good.  Of  what  consideration  is  ten  millions  in  specie,  compared 
with  the  wreck  of  confidence  and  embarrassments  of  tiie  banks.' 
The  chief  part  of  the  arrivals  of  specie  has  been  at  New  Orleans 
— but  the  want  of  money  is  severely  felt  in  that  city  and  its  vi- 
cinity.* And  even  treasury  draughts  on  New  Orleans  have 
been  sold  at  2  per  cent,  discount  at  Louisville  and  other  places 
on  the  Ohio;  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are 
worth  from  3  to  4  per  cent,  advance  at  sundry  places  on  the 
western  waters.  One  could  hardly  believe  in  this  deranged 
state  of  the  currency,  unless  in  the  certainty  of  its  existence. 

If  all  who  do  business  on  a  "borrowed  capital  ought  to  break," 
the  canals  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  should  be  filled  up, 
as  having  been  dishonestly  made — on  borrowed  capital,  and  not 
yet  returned.  Let  the  wrong  be  quieted!  Nay,  the  United 
States  ought  to  surrender  up  their  sovereignty  to  his  "most  gra- 
cious majesty,  William  IV" — for  that  sovereignty  was  won  by 
the  aid  of  borrowed  capital.     "Perish  credit.'^' 

The  state  of  Maryland  five  per  cent,  loan  of  $500,000,  being 
the  state's  proportion  of  the  capital  required  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Washington  rail  road,  has  been  taken,  at  par,  by  the 
house  of  Alexander  Brown  ^  sons,  of  Baltimore;  and  will,  most 
probably,  fall  into  the  possession  of/oreigners,  unless  prevented 
by  the  want  of  confidence  in  American  stocks.  Ought  itfary- 
land  to  break,  for  thus  borrowing  money? 

A  gentleman  residing  near  Carbondale,  Pa.  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Register  dated  March  5,  communicates  the  fol- 
lowing: 

About  six  years  ago,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  com 
pany  commenced  operations  in  this  valley — at  that  lime  there 
only  stood  a  solitary  log  house  where  now  stands  Carbondale, 
which,  last  summer,  had  a  population  of  3,0U0  souls;  and  all 
things  were  lively,  and  continually  pressing  onward.    To  the 

*The  "Globe"  of  the  10th  has  a  paragraph  which  says  that 
the  deposite  banks  at  New  Orleans,  "in  connexion  with  the 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,"  have  increased  their 
loans  in  the  sura  of  3,189,666  dollars!   Why  is  money  "scarce?" 


enlarged  and  enlarging  business  of  the  coal  company,  was  add- 
ed a  great  business  doing  in  lumber,  &.c.  Now  the  prospect 
a-head  is  oppressive  in  the  extreme,  and  hundreds  of  laborers, 
miners  and  mechanics  are  wandering  about,  totally  idle,  and 
many  of  them  pennyless.  The  merchants  cannot  collect  their 
debts,  for  the  reward  of  labor  is  no  longer  to  be  found.  Would 
that  those  who  have  caused  this  changed  aspect  of  things,  (says 
the  letter)  were  present  to  witness  the  effect  of  their  meddlings 
with  the  currency  of  the  country. 

The  various  trades  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  pub- 
lication of  books  are  suffering  very  severely.  This  has  been  a 
great  business  in  the  United  States;  and  beginning  with  the  rag- 
galhererand  ending  with  the  bookseller,  probably  employing  not 
less  than  40,000  persons— -chiefly  adult  males — and,  perhaps, 
subsisting  60,000  free  people. 

We  recently  made  two  walks  through  Baltimore,  and  in  each 
proceeded  beyond  the  closely-built  parts  of  the  city — the  dis- 
tances, going  and  returning,  (by  different  routes),  being  about 
five  miles,  in  the  whole  of  which  we  observed  the  building  com- 
menced of  only  one  good  house  this  season,  and  the  cellars  pre- 
paring for  four  small  ones.  One  walk  was  to  the  east,  the  other 
west.  It  is  well  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  work  yet  to  do  be- 
fore the  houses  commenced  in  the  last  season  will  be  finished. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  reported,  in  consequence  of 
the  call  made  upon  him  in  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  transfer  of  certain  depositesfrom  the  Planters'  bank 
of  Mississippi.  It  appears  that  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  had 
accumulated  in  that  bank, and  that  the  secretary  thought  it  best 
to  transfer  250,000,  each,  to  the  Commercial  bank  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  to  be  dis- 
bursed for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  and  other  expenses  in  the 
west. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  January  29th,  speaking  of 
the  commercial  distress  in  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
president's  hostility  to  the  bank,  observes,  "while  the  question 
remains  under  agitation  the  most  serious  injury  is  inflicted  on 
trade.  Correspondents  ot  mercantile  houses  here  intreat  them 
not  to  make  any  shipments  whatever,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  to  what  extent  the  failures  would  be  carried,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  give  the  usual  credit  to  those  parties  who 
stood  high  in  public  estimation." 

The  Manchester  (Eng)  Chronicle,  in  allusion  to  the  laborers 
employed  upon  our  canals,  rail  roads,  &c.  observes,  "thus  many 
of  the  gigantic  undertakings,  which  gave  employment  to  im- 
mense numbers  of  laborers,  have  been  suspended.  As  no  cer- 
tain calculation  can  be  formed  of  the  possible  extent  to  which 
matters  will  be  carried  in  the  United  States,  the  export  trade 
has  almost  ceased,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  natural  anxi- 
ety of  the  American  merchants  to  turn  their  goods  into  money 
has  occasioned  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  their 
consignments  to  England." 

[We  hope  that  the  spread  of  this  news  by  the  Manchester 
Ciironicle,  may  have  effect  to  prevent  the  emigration  or  expor- 
tation of  paupers  to  the  United  States.  We  may  have  quite 
enough  to  do  to  find  employment  and  food  for  our  own  working 
people.] 

Mr.  Beardsley,  one  of  the  representatives  in  congress  from 
New  York,  recently  said  in  his  place — "Sooner  than  extend  the 
existence  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  let  it  perish,  and  in 
its  fall  carry  down  every  bank  in  the  union.  I  say  for  one,  pe- 
rish credit,  perish  commerce,  perish  the  state  institutions.  Give 
us  a  broken,  decayed,  worthless  currency,  rather  than  the  ignoble 
and  corrupt  tyranny  of  an  irresponsible  corporation." 

It  is  stated  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  represen* 
latives  of  Pensylvania,  had  openly  said — "I  would  sooner  see 
every  constituent  I  have  reduced  to  be  worth  but  24  hours  pro- 
visions, than  to  see  the  United  States'  bank  rechartered." 

And  that  a  person  holding  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offices  In 
the  gift  of  the  United  States,  at  Boston,  has  declared — 

"Were  a  torch  applied  to  the  whole  line  of  cities  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States,  and  each  one  razed  to  the 
ground,  the  loss  to  the  country  would  be  of  little  consequence 
compared  vi'ith  a  relaxation  of  the  measures  of  the  executive 
against  the  bank." 

The  favorite  argument  of  those  who  advocate  the  killing  of 
the  United  States'  bank  is,  that  if  it  occasions  so  much  commo- 
tion and  distress  to  wind  it  up,  it  is  a  dangerous  institution,  and 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist.  Now,  we  all  know  we  must 
die,  and  that  when  the  time  comes  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
grief,  and  perhaps  distress:  But  who  would  commit  suicide  to 
avoid  these  consequences?    No  man  in  his  senses,  certainly. 

Seventy  notes  were  lately  protested  in  a  bank  in  Philadelphia 
in  one  day. 

[If  the  condition  of  things  is  not  speedily  changed,  Mr.  Beardt- 
ley  may  be  pretty  nearly  gratified,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  impre- 
cations.] 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  28.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  about 
2,800  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  New  York,  ascribing  the  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  pwb- 
lic  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  praying  for 
their  restoration  and  for  their  recharter  of  the  bank. 
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Mr.  Webster  accompanied  the  presentation  with  some  appro- 
priate and  forcible  remarks. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  wish  to  reply  to  the 
senator  from  Masssachusetls,  in  case  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay),  wno  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  was  willing  to  post- 
pone the  continuation  of  his  ren)arks  to  another  day.  He  held 
in  his  hand  another  memorial  adverse  to  the  one  just  presented 
containing  the  signatures  of  1,700  of  the  citizens  of  Albany. 

Mr.  C7uiy  said  he  felt  some  reluctance  to  interfere  with  the 
remarks  of  the  senator  from  New  York,  but  as  he  was  confi- 
dent he  shared  in  the  anxiety  to  go  on  with  the  debate  on  the 
resolutions  which  were  the  order  of  the  day,  if  it  met  with  his 
entire  approbation,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  his  remarks 
to  morrow.  Mr.  C.  then  made  a  motion  to  that  effect,  which 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  take  up  his  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  intended  to  call  np  that  resolution  yes- 
terday, but  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  not  in  his  seat, 
who  he  understood  wished  to  address  the  senate  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  declined  doing  so;  and  that  he  uuw  proposed  to  call  it 
up  on  Monday  next. 

The  chair  then  called  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  of 
the  finance  committee  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
when 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  McKean  rose,  at  the  moment  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  and  said  he  should  vote  against  both  resolutions 
because  they  were  censorious;  but  that  his  votes  on  these  re- 
solutions were  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  what  his  course 
would  be  when  a  distinct  proposition,  granting  relief  to  a  suf- 
fering community,  should  be  presented. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the  first  of  the 
above  mentioned  resolutions,  in  ttie  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  removal  of  ti)e  money  of  the  United  States, 
deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
communicated  to  congress  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1833, 
are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

And  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  this  resolution  was  taken 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Leigh, 
Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Ty- 
ler, Waggaman,  Webster — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane. 
King,  of  Ala.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shep- 
ley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 18. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  at  the  instance  of  some  of  his  friends,  modi- 
fied his  resolution,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ingsin  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentics,  Preston,  Robbiiis,  feiilsbee.  Smith. 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Geo.  Linn,  McKean, 
Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 

So  tiiis  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

[The  absent  senators  were  Messrs.  Bell,  of  N.  H.  and  Ckam- 
hcrs,  ofMd.  both  of  whom  would  have  voted  with  the  majority, 
in  either  case.] 

Mr.  Waggaman  moved  that,  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday;  but  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
21,  noes  23. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March29.  Mr.  Webster  presented  two  memorials;  one  from 
the  borough  of  Muncey,  Pa.  and  the  otiier  from  the  township  of 
Muncey  creek,  in  the  same  state,  !ig;iinst  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  Which  memorials  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to 
sbe  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  also  presented  the  memorial  of  312  inhabitants 
of  Watervliet,  New  York,of  the  same  character,  and  praying 
Xhat  their  memorial  may  be  considered  as  united  with  the  one 
presented  from  the  citizens  of  Albany,  (the  day  before). 

Mr.  Webster  said  ho  would  not  ask  for  the  reading  and  refer- 
<?nce  of  the  Watcrvliet  memorial  until  the  one  from  Albany 
should  be  taken  up. 

Memorials  of  a  similar  nature  were  also  presented  by  Mr. 
McJCean  from  the  citizens  of  York,  Pa.  and  by  Mr.  Tyler  from 
about  300  citizens  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  Va.  whicii  memo- 
*iala  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Md.  presented  a  resolution  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Maryland,  enjoining  upon  the  senators  from  that  scate 
10  use  their  bo^t  exertions  to  obtain  from  conirress  such  a  liberal 
AiUiroprialion  of  the  public  fundsj  in  aid  of  the  further  construc- 


tion of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  as  shall  insure  its  com- 
pletion. 

Mr.  Kent,  in  presenting  the  resolution,  said  he  took  great 
pleasure  in  laying  it  before  the  senate,  because  the  legislature 
ofMaryland  have  not  approached  congress  before  ihey  had  done 
something  themselves  to  the  purpose.  They  have  not  prayed 
to  Hercules  without  first  putting  their  own  shoulders  to  the 
wheel.  They  have  made  a  further  subscription  to  the  great 
work,  and  they  rely  on  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  a  joint  stockholder  with  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  do  so 
likewise,  and  he  looked  forward  with  confidence,  that  when 
the  proper  period  arrives,  the  senate  would  not  disappoint  them. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ewing,  calling  for  itifornoa- 
tion  relative  to  the  post  office  department;  and 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  were  severally  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ou  the  part  of  the 
senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  consider  and  report  to 
the  senate  and  to  the  house  respectively,  what  alterations,  if 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made — 

1st.  In  the  value  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United 
States,  so  as  to  check  the  exportation  of  that  coin,  and  to  re- 
store it  to  circulation  in  the  United  States. 

2d.  In  the  laws  relative  to  foreign  coins,  so  as  to  restore  the 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  foreign  nations  to  their  former  circula- 
tion within  the  United  States. 

3d.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  the  better  collection 
of  the  revenue)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes,  under  twenty 
dollars,  from  revenue  payments  after  a  given  period,  and  to 
make  the  revenue  system  of  the  United  States  instrumental  in 
the  gradual  suppression  of  the  small  note  circulation,  and  the 
introduction  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Wilkins.  from  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  report- 
ed a  bill  extending  the  time  for  settling  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  under  the  late  treaty  with  Naples;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  the  memorial  of  the  city  authorities  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  hos- 
pital— referred. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my stationed  at  Fort  Dearborn,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  before  congress  for  the  creation  of  a  provident 
pension  fund,  &c. — referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business;  and  when  the  doors  were  open- 
ed the  senate  adjourned. 

March3[.  Mr,  Bibb  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  department  of  state  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  senate,  as  soon  as  practicable,  all  the 
information  which  has  been  obtained  under  a  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  26lh  February,  1833,  touching  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  of  all  kinds,  native  and  alien,  the  militia,  and 
such  other  statistical  information  as  the  secretary  might  deem 
useful  and  expedient.  And  particularly  that  he  lay  before  the 
senate  all  the  information  which  has  been  obtained  under  the 
circulars  issued  by  Mr.  Livingston,  propounding  queries  to  ob- 
tain information,  as  well  on  the  subjects  particularly  mention- 
ed, as  upon  the  subjects  confided  to  his  discretion  by  that  reso- 
lution. 

Memorials  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
were  presented  by  the  following  persons:  by  Mr.  Mangum,  from 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Wilkesborough,  by  the  same  from  citi- 
zrns  of  Mountsville,  by  the  same  from  500  citizens  of  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina;  as  also  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the 
county:  by  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.  from  citizens  of  Mobile,  who  com- 
plain grievously  of  the  embarrassment  and  losses  sustained  by 
them. 

All  which  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  King  introduced  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
district  courts  of  Alabama,  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  resolution  moved  some  days  since 
relative  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  was  taken  up  ifor  con- 
sideration. 
Mr.  Clay  then  modified  his  resolution  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  de- 
posite  in  the  Union  hank  of  Maryland,  when  or  on  what  ac- 
count it  was  deposited,  and  also  whether  any  treasury  draughts, 
contingent  or  other,  have  been,  during  the  month  of  March, 
18;34,  furnished  to  the  said  bank,  or  Tit  any  time  heretofore,  to 
the  bank  ofMaryland,  for  any  and  what  purpose.  And  that  he 
likewise  report  what  amount  of  stock  in  the  capital  of  said 
Union  bank  was  held  by  R.  B.  Taney,  esq.  when  the  said  bank 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  in  deposite  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  what  amount  of  tlie  said  stock  he  now  holds. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pmndeoeter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be 
directed  to  couiinuiiicatc  to  the  senate  the  number  of  patents 
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in  his  office  prepared  for  the  eij^nalure  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  Iiave  not  been  signed,  and  the  nnniber  of 
final  certificates  filed  in  his  ofllice  on  which  patents  have  not 
been  prepared  for  sijinature. 

Mr.  Poindexter  ottered  tlie  following  resolution,  wViich  lies 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  tlie  journals  of  the  old 
congress  and  of  the  senate,  including  in  separate  volumes  the 
confidential  proceedings,  with  a  compendious  index  to  llie 
whole,  in  each  volume,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  and 
that  the  same  be  retained,  subject  to  the  further  order  of  the 
senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wfight,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  in  favor  of 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  presented  a  few  days  since  by 
Mr.   Webster, 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Clay.  The  memorial  was  read,  re- 
ferred and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright  then  presented  the  memorial  of  1,700  citizens  of 
Albany  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which  was  also 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  in  succession  thirty-eight  bills  for 
the  relief  of  private  individuals,  which  were  severally  read  a 
^rst  and  second  time  and  referred:  and  the  senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

^pril  1.  Mr.  Wright  asked  leave  to  present  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  contested  election  of  Messrs.  Robbins  and  Potter,  each 
claiming  a  seat  as  a  senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Wright,  Poindexter, 
Frelinghuysen,  Sprague  and  Ewing,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  repair  and  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  an  amendment,  to  apply  a  portion  of 
the  appropriation  to  buuding  toll  gates  and  toll  houses  on  the 
road. 

Mr.  Poindexter  opposed  the  application  of  the  money  to  any 
purpose  but  the  repair  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Hcnkricks  proposed  the  amendment  because  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  contemplated  the  taking  of  the 
road  when  the  toll  gates  and  houses  were  up. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill  on  principle.  The 
internal  improvement  system,  was  designed  as  a  national  sys- 
•tem;  and  the  proposed  cession  to  the  states  through  which  the 
road  passed,  would  be  destructive  of  this  great  principle. 

After  some  further  remarks  favorable  to  the  amendment,  by 
Messrs.  Ewing  and  Frelinghuysen, Mr,  Hendricfcs  withdrew  his 
amendment,  when 

Mr.  Preston  offered  an  amendment,  proposing  a  conditional 
cession  of  those  parts  of  the  road  passing  through  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  to  those  states  respectively. 

Mr.  Wilkins  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  defeat  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing  and  Kane, 
the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  on  ordering  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  recurring,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Centon,  Bibb,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn,  Morris,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Tipton,  Wag- 
gaman,  Wilkins — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Forsyth, 
Hill,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Man- 
gum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Preston,  Shepley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  White,  Wright— 22. 
The  senate  adjourned. 

*3pril^.  Mr.  White,  one  of  the  majority,  moved  a  reconsi- 
deration of  the  vote  taken  yesterday  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  repairs  and  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road;  and  after  a  short  and  desultory  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Wliite,  Clay,  Poindexteri  Ewing,  Sprague  and 
King,  of  Alabama,  took  part. 

Mr.  Preston  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  having  been 
ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Ewing,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  King,  of  Ala, J  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,    Prentiss,   Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,    Silsbee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Spraiiue,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlin 
son.  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King,  of  Geo.  Lei«h, 
Moore,  Preston,  Tyler — 8. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  roads 
and  canals. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk: 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Wednesday,  ^pril  'id,  1834. 
Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  that 
body  of  the  death  of  James  Blair,  late  one  of  the  representa- 
tives from  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  this  day,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  represeiuaiives. 
The  message  having  been  read — 

MiT.  Preston  said— 1  am  sure  the  senate  will  sympatlli^c  with 
me  in  those  emounti.-.  of  profoiuul  sorrow  with  which  I  ri.<e  to 


propose  the  customary  resolution  upon  such  an  event.  The 
sudden  death  of  general  Blair,  in  the  vigor  of  life,  and  in  the 
midst  of  its  most  strenuous  pursuits,  cannot  fail  to  impress  ail 
minds  willi  the  most  solemn  leelings— wiiich  to  us  are  enhanc- 
ed by  his  association  with  us  in  the  same  pursuits,  and  by  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  second  instance  this  se.-^i-ion  of  such  an  aw- 
ful and  sudden  dispensation  of  Providence.  We,  his  colleagues 
of  llie  South  Carolina  delegation,  lament  his  loss  not  the  less 
that  he  has  diflTered  with  us  in  souie  points  of  public  policy. 
Such  differences  have  never  extended  to  personal  separation; 
for  each  has  excused  the  zeal  of  the  other,  by  a  mutual  and 
equal  acknowledgement  of  zeal;  and  God  forbid  that  any  sucU 
difference  should  impede  for  a  moment  the  sad  current  of  feel- 
ing which  now  passes  through  my  heart.  To  whatever  the  de- 
ceased addressed  himself,  he  brouglit  uncommon  force  of  cha- 
racter, firmness  of  purpose  and  vigor  of  intellect.  His  country 
and  his  constituents  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  these  qualities 
at  this  important  juncture  of  our  affairs;  and  upon  me  devolves 
the  melancholy  duty  of  moving  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  hon. 
James  Blair,  late  a  member  of  tho  house  of  representatives 
from  the  stale  of  South  Carolina,  at  the  hour  of  4  o'clock  this 
evening;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  then  tinanimously  adopted;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  adjourned. 

^pril  3.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a  message  from  the 
president  of  the  U.  S.  enclosing  a  eommunicatjon  from  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Jersey,  on  the  subject  of  the  adjustment  of  the 
boundary  line  between  that  state  and  the  state  of  N.  York. 

Memorials,  &c.  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
were  presented  as  follows — by  Mr.  Prentiss,  from  inhabitants 
of  Chittenden  county,  Vermont;  by  Mr.  Sprague,  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Bath,  Maine.  Read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Benton  presented  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Boston,  adverse  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
&c.     Read  and  referred,  &c. 

The  special  order,  being  the  report  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee on  the  pension  funds  in  the  U.  S.  bank,  was  taken  up,  when 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  it  was  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  that  the  senate  go  into  executive  bu- 
siness, which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  force  bill  was  then  taken  up,  but  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Several  bills  of  a  private  or  local  character  being  attended  to 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday,  March  28.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house,  copies  of  tlie  charters  of  all  the  banks  se- 
lected by  him,  as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  place 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  banches — together  with 
the  names  of  the  presidents,  directors  and  stockholders,  in  the 
said  selected  banks,  with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks 
held  by  each  stockholder,  and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  each 
president,  cashier  and  director,  of  each  of  the  banks,  to  the  said 
banks,  at  the  time  when  it  was  selected  as  a  depository,  and  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  as  the  information  was  already  before  the  house, 
he  must  object. 

Mr.  Adams  insisted  that  it  was  not, and  he  moved  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  oftiie  house  to  enable  him  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Polk  then  said,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  objection. 

The  resolution  having  been  read. 

Mr.  Eiiing  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  an  amendment, 
calling  for  information  whether  the  deposite  banks  had  lawyers 
and  solicitors  employed. 

Mr.  l^ai/ne  said  as  the  resolution  must  stand  over  one  day 
the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Speight — 

Tlie  chair  explained  the  rule;  when 

Mr.  Adams  accepted  Mr.  Eunng^s  airiendment  as  a  modifica- 
tion, and  the  resolution  lies  over  until  to-morrow. 

James  W.  Bouldin  elected  in  the  place  of  Thomas  T.  Bouldin, 
deceased,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  was  qualified  and  took  his 
seat. 

On  iTiotion  of  Mr.  McKinley,  the  house  agreed  to  meet,  hence- 
forth, at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Pa<iterson stibmitted  a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  Wyandot  Indian  reservations,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  removing  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr.  Polk  asked  and  obtained  leave  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  certain  sugar  refiners  of  Boston,  praying  a  reduction 
of  duties  on  sugar. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  Mr.  Mardis^  reso- 
lution, wlien 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan,  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  until 
the  expiration  of  the  hour. 
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The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  the  deposite  question,  &c. 

Mr.  Choate  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  the 
restoration;  when  he  had  concluded^— 

Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
lenalh  in  support  of  the  resohitions  of  the  cornmiltee. 

Mr.  Hrtrrfin  expressed  a  wish  to  speak  on  tlse  question,  and,  as 
he  was  not  prepared  with  certain  documents,  moved  tliat  the 
house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mercer  requested  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  in  order 
to  take  up  the  hnd^'e  bill. 

The  moiioti  not  being  withdrawn,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  it,  and  it  was  rejected  40  to  55. 

The  speaker  staled  that  there  was  not  a  quorum,  and  directed 
the  sergeant  at  arms  to  invite  tiie  members  to  attend. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a  count,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  29.  Mr.  ^dams,  of  Mass.  asked  consent  to 
lake  up  the  resolution  moved  by  him  yesterday,  calling  for  cer- 
tain information  relative  to  the  deposite  banks. 

[Mr.  Foster,  of  Geor;?ia,  objectini?— Mr.  Adams  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  call  up  his  resolution.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays^whereupon 
Mr.  Foster  withdrew  his  opposition.] 

Mr.  Adams  then  modified  his  resolution  by  adding  the  follow- 
ing clause: 

"And  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  report  to 
this  house,  a  statement  of  all  the  sums  denominated  in  the 
treasury  accounts  unavailable  funds;  specifically  designating  the 
several  banks,  or  individuals  indebted  to  the  treasury  therefor; 
the  Itme  when  each  debt  first  became  due — the  time  when  fail- 
ure of  payment  thereof  first  occurred;  the  security,  if  any,  which 
the  public  have  for  payment  thereof  at  any  lime,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  such  eventual  payment." 

Mr.  Harper,  of  Penn.  objected  to  the  adoption  of  that  clause 
of  the  resolution  which  called  for  a  statement  of  the  debts  due 
by  the  respective  presidents,  cashiers  and  directors  of  the  banks 
referred  to. 

Mr.  Adams  should  be  entirely  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  if 
such  had  been  the  measure  meted  out  on  other  occasions.  The 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  was  precisely  that  which  he, 
Mr.  A.  had  taken  two  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  afl^airs  of  the  United  States  bank;  but  he  had  been 
overruled.  And,  aside  from  this,  one  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  proposed  a  similar 
investigation  on  a  much  more  extensive  plan,  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

That  measure,  which  had  been  meted  to  one  institution,  Mr. 
Jidams  was  for  meting  out  to  others.  If  in  the  one  case,  all 
the  accounts  of  individuals,  of  every  description,  especially  of 
persons  connected  with  the  government,  members  of  congress, 
printers  and  editors,  had,  in  the  one  case,  been  subjected  to 
scrutiny,  (as  the  affairs  of  the  editors  ofthe  National  Intelligencer 
had  been,  and  subjected  to  numerous  public  comments),  then 
there  was  nothing  but  fairness  and  equity  in  permitting  the 
same  scrutiny  in  relation  to  the  crack  banks,  (which  he  consi- 
dered a  better  name  than  that  of  pet  banks.) 

Mr.  Wayne  acquiesced  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Harper),  in  his  objection  to  one  ofthe  clauses  ofthe 
resolution;  besides  which  it  contained  two  calls  which  were 
unnecessary.  The  charters  ofthe  banks,  and  the  names  of  their 
stockholders  had  already  been  reported.  He  contended  also 
that  the  resolution  called  for  certain  information,  which,  while 
it  might  essentially  injure  individuals,  could  effect  no  public 
good.  The  secretary  had  no  power  to  demand  such  information; 
and,  if  he  had,  it  ought  not  to  be  exerted. 

Mr.  McKinley  look  similar  ground. 

Mr.  S;)eigW  was  willing  to  allow  the  largest  latitude  of  in- 
quiry. He  was  particularly  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wayne),  who  had  said,  if  he  un- 
derstood him,  that  the  house  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the 
aft'airs  ofthe  banks  selected  to  receive  the  deposites. 

Messrs.  Wilde  and  Mann  addressed  the  house,  the  latter  gen- 
tleman concludina  his  remarks  with  a  request  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  would  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  Harper  expressed  his  willingness  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Beardsley  rose  to  address  the  house,  but  the  hour  allotted 
to  resolutions  having  expired, 

Mr.  Polk  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  general  appropriation  bill,  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  house  then  took  up  several  bills  of  a  private  or  local 
character,  which  being  severally  disposed  of,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Monday,  March  31.  The  house  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Plummer,  of  Mississippi,  for  referring  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  ofthe  citizens  of  Natchez  in  that  state,  in  favor  of  tiie 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means;  when 

Mr.  Plummer  addressed  the  house  adversely  to  the  views  of 
the  meeting,  and  being  replied  to  by  his  colleague  Mr.  Cae,e, 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  ordered  to.be  printed. 

Memorials,  petitions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  &,c.  were  presented,  as  follows — by  Mr.  Kavanagh, 
from  Bath,  Maine;  by  Mr.  Evans,  from  450  citizens  of  Somers- 
worth,  constituting  a  majority  of  the  voters;  by  Mr.  Briggs, 


from  370  citizens  of  Adams,  Berkshire  county,  Mass.;  by  Mr. 
Baxjlies,  from  2,429  inhabitants  of  Bristol  co.  Mass.  (4  towns 
in  tlie  same  county  had  already  memorialized  congress);  by 
Mr.  Choate,  from  900  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  Mass.;  by  Mr.  Sur- 
ges, from  450  out  of  TOO  voles  of  the  towH  of  Palerson,  New 
Jersf^y;  by  the  sau)e  from  the  villages  of  Smilhfield  and  Cum- 
berland, R.  Island;  [Mr.  Pearce  presented  a  letter  from  certain 
citizens  of  R.  Island  in  reference  to  tl'.e  above  memorial,  which 
led  to  a  succession  of  speeches,  replies  and  rejoinders  between 
tliese  gentlemen,  of  quite  a  personal  character;  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Surges  pronounced  the  paper  presented  by  his  col- 
league to  be  a  forgery];  by  Mr.  Surges,  from  inhabitants  of 
Newport,  R.  Island. 

Mr.  Osgood  presented  certain  resolutions,  passed  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston,  in  support  ofthe  removal  ofthe  deposites. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  1.  A  communication  was  received  from  the 
secretary  of  slate,  on  the  subject  of  the  prevention  ofthe  coun- 
terfeiting of  foreign  coin. 

Alter  attending  to  several  matters  of  a  private  character, 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  provid- 
inc  for  the  settlement  of  certain  revolutionary  claims;  when 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed  his  speech  commenced  several  weeks 
ago,  and  spoke  until  the  expiration  ofthe  hour. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  then  resumed, 
when 

Mr.  Harden,  of  Ky.  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  removal  until 
a  late  hour.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  there  were  motions 
for  adjournment  successively  made  by  Messrs.  McComas,  Chil- 
ton and  Clarke.  On  the  motion  being  made  by  the  latter  gen- 
tleman, the  house  agreed  to  adjourn  by  a  vote  of  82  to  80,  and 
so  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  2.  As  soon  as  the  sitting  of  lo-day  was 
opened — 

Mr.  McDuffie  rose,  and  in  a  feeling  and  proper  manner,  an- 
nounced to  the  house  the  decease  of  the  hon.  James  Blair,  of 
South  Carolina,  one  of  his  colleagues,  a  member  of  this  house, 
and  moved  the  customary  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  deceased  members,  and  also  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
senate,  informing  them  of  his  death  and  the  lime  of  his  funeral; 
which  being  unanimously  concurred  in,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday.  April  3.  Mr.  Elisha  Whittlesey  reported  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Indian  wars  subsequent  thereto;  which  was  twice  read  and 
made  the  special  order  ofthe  day  for  the  IJth  instant. 

Rlr.  Edward  Everett  reported  a  bill  making  compensation  for 
certain  diplomatic  services  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites, 
was  then  taken  up;  when 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan  resumeA  and  concluded  his  remarks,  in  op- 
position to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  White,  of  Lou.  moved  that  there  be  a  partial  suspension 
ofthe  rule  ofthe  house, so  as  to  allow  the  states  to  be  called  for 
memorials  between  the  close  of  the  morning  business  and  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  and  to  invert  the  usual  order  of  calling  the 
states,  so  as  to  begin  at  the  extreme  south,  instead  of  the  ex- 
treme north.  The  motion,  after  an  objection  by  Mr.  Parker,  of 
New  Jersey,  was  lost. 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed  and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  com- 
mutation bill;  and  the  hour  having  expired. 

The  report  ofthe  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  depo- 
sites was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Harden  resumed  the  floor  and  concluded  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  McDuffbc  next  rose  and  addressed  the  house  on  the  same 
side  for  about  half  an  hour,  when,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 
the  house  adjourned. 

DR.  MACNEVEN'S  LETTER. 

New  York,  29th  March,  1834. 
Dr.  Wm..  J.  Macneven, 

Sir — Having  seen  contradictory  statements  in  two  of  the 
daily  papers  in  relation  to  your  political  opinions  as  to  the  pre- 
sent course  of  the  executive  of  our  country,  the  vigilance  com- 
mittee of  the  independent  republicans  of  the  fourteenth  ward, 
have  deputed  the  undersigned  most  respectfully  to  request,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  us,  your  sentiments  on  the 
leading  political  question,  which  at  present,  so  deeply  agitates 
the  nation;  and  it  is  particularly  desirable,  that  if  consistent 
with  your  views,  you  should  frankly  give  your  opinion  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  whether  you  are  or  are  not  in  fa- 
vor of  a  national  bank. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  know  if  the  nomination  made  at  the 
Broadway  house,  of  William  C.  Wales  for  alderman,  and  Lam- 
bert Suydam  for  assistant,  to  represent  this  ward  in  common 
council,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  of  Gillian  C.  Verplanck,  as  a 
candidate  for  mayor,  meets  your  approbation. 

The  importance  of  afi'airs,  at  this  crisis,  must  plead  for  the 
liberty  we  lake  upon  the  present  occasion.  Very  respectfully, 
yours,  &c. 

MosEB  Wanzer,  Austin  Baldwin, 

J.K.Hamilton,  Chester  Clark. 

P.  W.  Engs, 
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Nero  York,  2\st  March,  1834. 
Chester  Clark,  Austin  Baldwin,  P.  W.  Engs,  James  K.  Hamil- 
ton, Moses  IVanzer — 

Gentlemen — The  staitNments  in  the  papers  to  which  you  re- 
fer, were  certainly  iinaiilhorised  hy  rue,  and  appeared  to  my  sur- 
prise. They  must  have  been  derived  from  casual  e()Mvei.>ali()iis 
and  promulgated  by  party  i?i)irit,  wliieli  ton  olten  inlriniies  upoti 
delicacy  in  its  zeal.  Kailier  than  take  a  diflVrent  side.  iVom  old 
associatt\s,  wlio  still  proless  to  find  those  measures  riL'lil  which 
I  deem  wrong,  I  vvisJied  to  hold  myseU'alool,  and  where  1  could 
not  approve  to  refrain,  if  possihle,  from  opposing.  But  called 
upon  now  officially  by  so  respectable  a  body  of  my  neighbors 
and  fellow  citizens  to  duelare  my  sentiments  uneciuivocally,  I 
cannot  be  deemed  Ibrvvard  in  staling  them,  since  compliance  is 
a  duty. 

1  supported  general  Jackson's  election,  and  I  continue  to  feel 
the  liighest  sense  of  gratitude  for  his  eminent  services  in  the 
field.  Though  perhaps  disap|)ointed  in  some  of  the  expecta- 
tions I  had  formed  of  tlie  benefits  to  be  derived  from  his  admi 
nistration,  still  preferring  him  far  before  those  who  were  brought 
as  candidates  against  him,  I  have  sustained  him  as  long  as  I 
could  do  so  conscientiously.  In  relation  to  the  great  question 
which  agitates  and  engrosses  congress  and  the  people,  after 
having  examined  his  course  with  every  disposition  to  find  it 
justifiable,  I  cannot  possibly  approve  it. 

The  fiscal  reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  are  so  futile,  that  they  hardly  deserve  an 
answer.  To  say  in  the  same  breath  tliat  the  necessary  demands 
of  government  will  reduce  them  in  one  year  to  little  or  nothin'^ 
and  yet  that  they  must  be  removed  at  once,  lest  they  should  be 
50  greatly  accumulated  by  the  time  the  charter  will  expire,  as 
to  compell  congress  to  renew  the  charter,  is  really  too  absurd  to 
be  deemed  serious.  When  I  am  told  that  the  public  moneys 
were  not  safe  in  the  United  States  bank,  and  looking  at  the 
public  documents,  I  find  that  just  before  the  removal,  they 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  less  than  ten  millions,  while  the 
bank  had  eleven  millions  in  specie;  but  now  that  they  amount  in 
this  city  alone  to  five  millions,  while  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  placed  have  only  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  I 
cannot  see  what  has  been  gained  in  point  of  safety. 

The  true  and  indeed  avowed  motive  was  a  political  one. 
The  object  was  to  cripple,  nay  to  crush  an  institution  deemed 
dangerous,  and  which  is  said  to  have  set  itself  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  to  have  improperly  interfered  in  the 
election  of  our  chief  magistrate.  But  the  folly  of  the  attempt  of 
the  bank,  if  it  really  was  made,  has  been  fully  demonstrated  by 
the  result  of  the  elections.  We  are  not,  thank  God,  governed 
by  wealth,  but  by  numbers.  The  batik  was  proved  to  have  no 
political  power.  Out  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  every 
where  a  dead  weight  on  every  candidate  who  attempted  to  sup- 
port it.  It  lay  prostrate  as  a  political  body,  and  there  was  no 
necessity,  on  that  score,  for  further  attack.  If,  indeed,  the  pre- 
sident, by  removing  the  deposites,  could  at  once  have  strangled 
that  which  he  thinks  a  monster,  there  might  have  been  some 
sense  in  doing  the  act;  but  since  he  could  not  effect  that,  far 
better  would  it  be  to  leave  the  bank  undisturbed  to  die  its  natu- 
ral death.  The  fact  cannot  now  be  denied  that  more  efficient 
means  could  not  have  been  devised  to  cause  a  reaction,  and 
give  a  chance  of  a  recharter  to  the  bank,  than  those  which  were 
employed  for  annoying  it  and  exercising  a  useless  revenge.  It 
is  thus  that  uncontroled  passions  ever  blind  the  understanding. 

Since  there  was  no  sufficient  motive,  fiscal  or  political,  for 
the  act,  it  was  unwise  and  unstatesnianlike.  It  required  no 
great  sagacity  to  foresee  that  it  must  cause  a  derangement  in 
the  commercial  operations  and  credit  of  the  country;  and  where 
no  good  could  ensue,  it  could  only  be  under  the  dictates  of  pas- 
sion that  any  executive  officer  would  run  the  risk  of  subjecting 
the  country  to  the  evils  that  attend  any  such  derangement. 
After  those  evils  had  actually  occurred,  and  could  no  longer  be 
denied,  a  magnanimous  mind  would  have  retracted,  instead  of 
persevering  in  the  error. 

Yet  it  is  not  simply  because  an  unwise  aud  unfortunate  mea- 
sure has  been  adopted  and  is  obstinately  maintained,  that  I  feel 
myselfcalled  upon  to  express  my  dissent.  Though  an  humble 
individual,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  am  actuated  by 
much  higher  motives.  I  have  looked  at  the  law  which  is  said 
to  warrant  the  deed,  and  I  see  that  by  it  the  public  moneys 
were  ordered  to  be  kept  in  a  certain  place,  unless  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  thought  it  necessary  to  remove  them,  in  which 
case  he  was  bound  to  lay  before  congress  his  reasons  for  so  do- 
ing. To  the  president  no  power  is  delegated  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  may,  indeed,  remove  the  secretary  if  lie  thinks  him 
dishonest  or  incapable;  but  this  does  not  impiy  the  power  to  re- 
move the  officer  for  the  express  purpose  of  having  the  act  of 
which  that  officer  is  by  law  the  only  judge,  done  accordingly  to 
the  will  ol  the  president.  That  would  be  uniting  in  one  person 
the  powers  ofbotli  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Had  this  been  the  intention  of  the  law,  the  power  of  re- 
moving the  deposites  would  have  been  given  to  tlie  president 
alone.  Had  it  been  intended  that  the  president  should  have 
any  control  whatever  in  the  case,  it  would  have  been  provided 
that  the  secretary  might  remove  the  public  moneys  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  president.  Instead  of  this,  not  to  him  but  to 
congress  alone  is  the  secretary  made  responsible  by  law  for  the 
act.  It  would  be  pure  mockery  to  suppose,  that  the  obligation 
to  assign  his  reasons  to  congress  is  a  mailer  of  form,  and  means 
nothing.  Either  the  legal  provision  is  an  insult  to  our  under- 
standing, or  it  renders  the  act  invalid,  unless  approved  by  con- 


gress. The  conduct  of  the  president  in  this  is  greatly  aggravat- 
ed by  the  circumstances  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  It  was 
done  after  congress  had  passed  judgment  on  the  acts  ascribed 
to  Die  bank,  and  declared  it  to  In;  a  safe  depository  of  the  public 
moneys.  It  was  done  witlH)ut  wailing  for  the  opinion  and  ac- 
tion ol'tiKi  new  congress,  in  the  recess  of  ihe  senate,  by  an  offi- 
cer not  confirmed  by  that  body,  and  selected  lor  one  express 
purpose. 

I  cannot  sustain  such  a  measure.  It  is  a  palpable  infrinwe- 
mcjit  of  tiie  laws.  It  is  equally  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our 
eonstiiniion,  to  the  principles  of  genuine  liberty,  and  of  repub- 
lican inslituiions.  The  executive  magistrate  is  necessarily 
vested  with  great  powers,  and  liable  to  imposition.  He  has  the 
exclusive  din  ciion  of  all  negotiations  with  foieign  nations,  and 
the  exilusive  right  of  nomination  to  all  offices.  No  treaty  can 
be  made,  no  officer  be  appointed,  without  his  previous  appro- 
bation. He  exercises  the  power  of  removing  by  his  sole  autho- 
rity every  officer,  the  judges  only  excepted.  He  is  command- 
er-in-chief of  all  the  armed  forces  of  the  nation,  by  sea  or  by 
land.  He  executes,  and  at  limes  interprets,  the  laws  and  trea- 
ties. He  has  a  qualified  negative  on  all  laws,  and  exercises  it 
freely.     . 

Against  the  dangerous  abuse  of  those  powers  centered  in  one 
man,  we  have,  heretofore,  been  protected  by  the  constitutional 
check  of  the  senate,  which  has  now  been  evaded;  by  salutary 
legal  barriers,  which  have  been  overleaped;  by  that  admirable 
temper  and  moderation  which  had  characterised  our  former 
presidents,  and  on  which  my  reliance  is  now  greatly  lessened. 

This  is  the  only  quarter  from  which  encroachments  that 
might  gradually  undermine  our  liberties  and  subvert  the  princi- 
ples of  republican  government,  can  be  apprehended.  And  let 
it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  danger  is  never  greater  than  when 
that  high  functionary  happens  to  enjoy  an  excessive  degree  of 
popularity;  capable  of  inducing  the  people  to  sustain  all  his  pre- 
tensions; and  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a  fatal  precedent  is 
never  more  likely  to  succeed,  than  when  the  object  of  the  at- 
tack happens  to  be  an  unpopular  institution;  when  those  cir- 
cumstances are  combined,  public  attention  is  but  too  easily  di- 
verted from  the  true  state  of  the  momentous  question  at  issue. 

Should  the  attempt  now  made  be  sanctioned  by  the  people, 
the  purse  and  the  sword  would  be  placed  in  the  same  hands, 
and  Ihe  first  visible  effect  will  be  a  corrupt  influence  introduced 
into  our  government.  Six  months  have  not  elapsed  since  the 
executive  transfer  of  the  public  moneys  was  made,  and  what  is 
already  the  result  in  this  city  alone.? 

The  three  respectable  banks  selected  for  the  purpose  have  a 
capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  Their  discounts  before  they 
had  the  public  deposites,  amounted  to  9,200,000  dollars,  and 
they  made  with  one  another,  an  annual  dividend  of  six  and  a 
half  per  cent.  But  with  the  aid  of  the  public  moneys  they  are 
now  able  to  discount  near  13,800,000  dollars,  or  four  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  formerly,  giving  an  ad- 
ditional profit  of  four  and  a  half  percent,  a  year  on  their  capital. 
Thus  we  have  forty  bank  directors  endowed  with  the  power  of 
distributing  four  millions  and  a  half  in  loans,  beyond  the  natu- 
ral resources  of  their  banks;  and  two  thousand  stockholders 
whose  income  is  at  once  raised  from  6^  to  11  percent.  This 
might  not  give  much  influence  to  the  grantor  if  the  boon  was 
irrevocable.  But  on  what  tenure  is  it  held.''  It  depends  on  the 
sole  will  of  the  secretary,  who  has  reserved  the  power  to  annul 
the  contract  whenever  he  pleases,  and  who  for  any  such  change 
is  no  longer  bound  to  assign  reasons.  Or  I  should  rather  say,  it 
depends  on  the  all  controlling  will  of  the  president,  since  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  ceased  to  be  the  officer  of  the  law, 
and  is  a  mere  puppet  moved  by  the  chief  magistrate,  who  re- 
mains himself  legally  irresponsible  for  acts,  which,  according  to 
law,  must  be  performed  by  the  said  secretary.  If  this  uncon- 
trolled and  irresponsible  power  to  grant,  and,  at  will,  to  shift  fa- 
vors to  that  extent,  is  not  an  improper,  and,  prospectively  at 
least,  a  corrupt  and  most  dangerous  species  of  influence,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  a  worse  kind  can  be  devised. 

The  democratic  party  was  founded  on  the  purest  principles; 
and,  whilst  adhering  to,  and  bound  by  these,  it  had  a  right  to 
require  personal  sacrifices  from  its  friends — namely,  that  they 
should  yield  their  opinions  to  those  of  the  majority,  on  unim- 
portant points,  not  affecting  those  principles;  or  in  the  st!lection 
of  candidates  of  equal  qualifications.  But  where  the  principle 
itself  is  called  in  question,  I  must  preserve  my  independence  of 
opinion,  and,  with  regret,  yet  without  hesitation,  dissent  from 
those  who,  under  color  of  adherence  to  the  usages  of  party,  may 
require  a  sacrifice  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  and  thereby  sub- 
vert the  fundamental  principle  of  our  institutions.  This,  as  I 
understand  it,  is,  that  the  majority,  not  of  any  party,  but  of  the 
people,  must  govern.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  test  now  im- 
posed, of  approving  in  the  mass,  at  all  events,  and  whatever 
they  may  do,  of  our  national  and  state  administrations,  or  of 
sanctioning  even  the  most  dangerous  measures,  because  they 
have  originated  with  our  chief  mauistrate.  Loyalty  to  his  king 
is,  indeed,  the  pretended  virtue  of  the  subject  of  a  monarchy. 
To  live  under  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  is  the  boast 
of  the  citizens  of  our  republic. 

To  you,  my  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  who  know  me,  I  need 
not  say  that  I  am  not  one  of  the  rich,  that  I  derive  my  means  of 
existence  from  the  moderate  profits  of  my  professional  industry, 
that  I  am,  and  cannot  cease  to  be,  a  democrat;  that  I  have  lived 
a  friend  of  liberty,  and  have  once  suffered  for  that  cause.  For 
my  zeal  in  its  defence  I  became  a  proscribed  e,xile  from  my  na- 
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Here,  in  this  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  I  have  now  i 
3t  twenty-nine  years.     I  have,  you  well   know,  no 


tivc  land, 
lived  almos 

other  country.  I  am  identified  with  its  interests,  its  prosperity, 
its  glorious  institutions.  These  I  cannot  desert.  On  their  pre- 
servation depends  our  happiness  and  that  of  our  posterity.  They 
are  the  boast,  the  model,  and  the  hope  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
througliout  the  civilized  world.  I  adjure  my  fellow  citizens  not 
to  blast  those  hopes  and  the  high  destinies  to  which  this  nation 
is  called;  to  preserve  those  institutions  inviolate;  to  defend  and 
protect  them  against  every  attack,  and  every  attempted  infringe- 
ment from  whatever  source,  or  from  whomsoever  they  may 
come;  to  bring  back  the  administration  of  our  government  to  its 
native  purity,  and  to  leave  to  their  children  entire,  unshackled 
and  unblemished,  the  sacred  inheritance,  such  as  they  received 
it  from  their  fathers. 

To  sum  up  in  a  few  words,  gentlemen,  my  answers  to  your 
questions:  I  disapprove  of  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  am 
in  favor  of  their  restoration  forthwith. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  continuation  of  the  present  bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  am  in  tavor  of  a  national  bank  that  shall  pos- 
sess the  advantages  of  this,  and  distribute  them  as  equally  as 
may  be  for  the  public  accommodation,  without  prejudice  to  li- 
berty. 

I  am  opposed  to  constructive  versions  of  the  constitution, 
whereby  the  executive  shall  take  powers  by  implication  or  eva- 
sion, instead  of  applying  to  congress  for  authority. 

[Here  follows  a  paragraph  which  relates  to  the  local  election 
in  New  York,  which  is  omitted  for  the  reason  that  we  do  not 
interfere  with  such  things.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that 
the  doctor  says  he  will  support  Mr.  Verplanck,  for  mayor,  and 
the  candidates  of  the  independent  democrats  for  aldermen.] 

In  compliance,  gentlemen,  with  your  request,  I  have  candid- 
ly opened  to  you  my  sentiments,  and  I  respectfully  submit  them 
to  your  judgment.  WILLIAM  JAMES  MACNEVEN. 

GREAT  MEETING  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th  March,  agreeably  to  notice,  the  de- 
mocratic citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  with 
"all  others  who  are  resolved  to  defend  the  constitution  and 
laws  against  executive  usurpation,"  assembled  in  Independent 
square,  at  four  o'clock. 

Before  three  o'clock,  the  processions  of  different  kinds  began 
lo  enter  the  square,  as  nearly  as  we  could  ascertain,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: — 

The  citizens  of  Manayunk,  with  a  handsome  flag — they  form- 
ed a  very  long  cavalcade,  composed  evidently  of  the  bone  and 
Binew  of  the  country.  They  were  preceded  by  a  golden  eagle 
dressed  in  black  crape  as  an  emblem  of  mourning. 

The  citizens  of  Southwark,  a  large  and  highly  respectable 
body. 

The  citizens  of  Moyamensing,  to  the  number  of  several  hun- 
dred, preceded  by  a  flag  with  the  inscription  of  "Washington 
our  guide  and  monitor." 

The  Moyamensing  weavers,  preceded  by  a  loom  out  of  gear, 
and  mounted  on  a  cart,  on  which  was  legibly  written  "no 
work."  On  the  banner,  "American  industry  the  road  to  inde- 
pendence." 

The  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  and  county.  The  num- 
ber of  this  very  respectable  body  in  the  procession  exceeded 
five  hundred,  and  certainly  a  more  respectable  body  never 
made  their  appearance  in  our  streets.  Among  them  were  re 
cognized  many  who  had  but  lately  been  the  president's  warm- 
est supporters;  but  who,  on  the  present  momentous  occasion, 
were  proud  lo  show  themselves  in  the  ranks  of  the  free.  Their 
motto  was  appropriately  inscribed  on  a  flag,  "supporting  the 
constitution  and  laws."  All  the  shipping  in  the  port  had  their 
flags  at  half  mast — so  that  the  occasion  may  be  said  to  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  entire  body  of  our  merchants. 

The  tailors  and  clothiers,  preceded  by  a  modest  flag — but  this 
was  attended  by  a  large  class  of  men  who  are  never  missing 
when  the  country  is  in  danger. 

The  cabinet  makers  and  furnishers,  with  a  flag  containing 
the  motto,  "the  constitution  inviolate — the  laws  triumphant." 

The  booksellers  and  bookbinders,  with  two  banners;  the  first, 
which  was  an  elegant  one  of  blue  silk,  had  the  sentence,  "we 
bind  and  preserve  the  literature  of  the  present  nge  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  future;"  the  second  bore  the  inscription,  "our  coun- 
try and  the  constitution." 

The  printers,  with  a  banner  inscribed  "our  country  and  ils 
constitution — truth  is  great  and  must  prevail."  It  is  declared 
on  good  authority  that  it  has  been  ascertained  that  seven  eighths 
of  the  two  latter  professions  are  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

The  coal  dealers,  and  others  interested  in  the  trade  of  the 
Schuylkill,  a  respectable  and  numerous  body,  who  were  preced- 
ed by  a  banner  with  a  view  of  a  canal  lock,  and  co.il  cars  drawn 
on  a  rail  road.  Passing  through  the  canal  was  the  fine  boat  "Con 
Btitution."  This  body  also  had  a  banner  inscribed  "united  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall."  A  very  great  number  of  dealers,  boat- 
men and  others  were  in  attendance. 

The  painters  and  glaziers,  with  a  banner,  the  inscription  of 
which  was  forcible  and  striking— "Go  tell  him!I!     Freemen 

WILL    NOT    BOW    NOR    WEAR   THE    COLLAR!!!" 

The  hatters,  displaying  an  appropriate  banner,  surmonnled 
by  a  cocked  hat,  in.'»cribed  all  round  "seventy  six." 

The  builders,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds. 

The  cordwainers,  with  a  plain  white  banner,  inscribed  with 
the  name,  &c.  of  their  profession. 


The  marble  masons,  with  a  bright  flag  bearing  the  motto  "we 
defend  the  constitution  from  present  and  future  violence." 

The  gold  and  silver  artists,  with  a  flag  bearing  the  head  of 
Washington. 

The  ship  builders,  stevedores,  sailors,  &c.  flag  inscribed, 
"don't  give  up  the  ship,"  "labor  is  wealth." 

Farmers  and  millers,  in  great  numbers,  carrying  a  flag  with 
the  inscription  "our  country  and  the  constitution." 

People  of  Germantown.  This  most  truly  respectable  and  nu- 
merous body  was  loudly  cheered  on  all  hands  on  entering  the 
stjuare.  The  best  feehng  seemed  to  prevail  towards  them,  and 
they  walked  in  excellent  order;  their  countenances  spoke  as 
plainly  as  words  could  have  done — "We  are  determined  to  re- 
sist oppression."    On  their  flag  "the  constitution  and  laws." 

The  sugar  refiners,  whose  banner  said — "support  the  consti- 
tution and  laws." 

The  tobacconists,  with  a  suitable  banner,  representing  Wash- 
ington receiving  the  calumet  of  peace  from  an  Indian,  and  the 
motto,  "flourish  the  plant." 

The  next  that  entered,  was  a  very  long  procession  of  citizens 
from  the  townships  of  Blockley  and  Kingsessing,  headed  by  a 
banner  inscribed  "we  do  not  despair  of  the  republic." 

These  were  followed  by  the  young  men  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty, a  truly  interesting  procession,  which  was  hailed  by  all  as  it 
passed  in,  with  loud  acclamations.  There  were  at  least  4,000 
of  them. 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  incident  of  the  day  was  the 
circumstance  which  occurred,  on  those  young  men  passing  by 
the  house  of  the  firm  and  independent  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
William  J.  Duane.  His  person  was  discovered  at  the  window 
of  his  house,  overlooking  Independence  square,  and  no  sooner 
was  he  seen  than  a  loud  and  universal  shout  rose  from  the  en- 
thusiastic multitude,  evincing  most  forcibly  their  approbation 
of  his  course.  Mr.  Duane  bowed  repeatedly  to  the  crowd,  and 
we  saw  bis  handkerchief  more  than  once  wiping  a  coursing 
tear  from  his  cheeks,  at  this  demonstration  of  their  affection  for 
a  man  displaying  independence  in  the  cause  of  the  constitution, 
which  they  were  now  assembling  to  avow  their  intention  to 
vindicate,  and  keep  "unsullied  from  a  spot." 

Mrs.  Duane  was  so  much  affected  by  this  sudden  and  unex- 
pected demonstration  of  public  respect,  that  after  one  full  and 
hearty  cheer,  she  was  compelled  by  her  emotions  to  leave  the 
window. 

The  young  men  also  displayed  a  flag  inscribed,  "Our  country, 
not  partj' — principles,  not  men." 

The  iron  workers,  with  a  picture  representing  an  anvil  and 
a  sledge-hammer. 

The  black  and  white  smiths,  iron  masters,  hardware  mer- 
chants, tin  plate  workers,  copper  smiths,  &c.  with  a  plain 
white  banner;  motto,  "our  country  and  constitution." 

The  coopers  made  a  considerable  turn  out,  but  as  far  as  we 
could  see  bore  no  banner. 

The  citizens  of  Kensington  district. 

The  citizens  of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  Spring  Garden. 

The  tanners  and  curriers  and  leather  dealers. 

The  citizens  of  Lower  Dublin  and  Byberry. 

We  have  given  only  a  part  of  the  movements — the  crowd  in 
the  state  house  yard  was  .^o  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  note 
the  entrance  of  all  the  different  processions. 

A  capacious  rostrum  was  erected  against  the  south  front  of 
the  state  house,  facing  the  Independence  square.  On  this,  the 
officers  of  the  meeting,  the  orators  and  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements were  placed. 

A  few  minutes  before  4  o'clock,  the  hon.  John  Sergeant  en- 
tered the  rostrum;  his  presence  was  hailed  by  the  multitude 
with  enthusiastic  shouts. 

N.  Foster,  esq.  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  nominated — 
President — Daniel  Groves. 

Vice  presidents — William  Wagner,  Northern  Liberties;  Alex- 
ander Cook,  city;  Benj.  Naglee,  Northern  Liberties;  gen.  A.  M. 
Provost,  city;  John  Britton,  Blockley;  John  Green,  German- 
town;  gen.  John  D.  Goodwin,  Northern  Liberties;  Alexander 
duintin,  Roxborough;  Henry  H.  Miller,  Spring  Garden;  John 
Boileaii,  Lower  Dublin;  Charles  Penrose,  Southwark;  Arundius 
Tiers,  Kensington;  John  Lentz,  Passyunk;  Jacob  M.  Thomas, 
Moyanieiiising;  Peter  Castor,  Oxford;  John  M.  Ogden,  Spring 
Garden;  Dr.  Goorse  De  Eenneville,  Germantown. 

To  which  are  added  the  chief  marshals  of  the  various  trades 
and  processions. 

Scc7-e<anes— Charles  J.  Jack,  city;  William  M.  Kennedy, 
Northern  Liberties;  Thomas  Roach,  unincorporated  Northern 
Liberties;  D.  Henrv  Flickwir,  Southwark;  Franklin  Comly, 
Moreland;  George  Myers,  Spring  Garden. 

Peter  A.  Browne,  esq.  moved  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

We,  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  the  United  Stare*;,  having 
met  together  with  no  object  but  the  pulilic  yiood,  and  with  a  fix- 
ed determination  to  preserve  the  coIl^;litnlion,  and  delVnd  the 
liberties  of  our  common  country — do  solemnly  resolve  and  de- 
clare—  , 

1.  That  in  us,  and  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
the  sovereignty  of  this  nation  abides,  that  from  us  and  our  fel- 
low citizens,  nil  lawful  power  niu.>;t  prncctd,  and  that  it  is 
equally  our  duty  and  our  right,  to  watrli  ovur  the  awtiuts  vvhoui 
we  have  entrusied  with  power,  and  to  rebuke  them  when  guil- 
ty of  neglisenoe,  misconduct  or  u^^urpation. 

2.  That  Andrew  Jackson,  as  president  of  the  United  Staffs, 
has  evinced  a  settled  disregard   for   lhc>  constitution  and  the 


NILES'  REGISTER— APRIL  6,  1834— GREAT  MEETING  AT  PHILADELPHIA.      9S 


laws,  that  he  has  broken  the  national  faith,  trampled  on  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people,  and  endeavored  by  the  over- 
throw of  all  other  departments  of  the  government,  to  unite  all 
power  in  his  own  hands. 

3.  That  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  hank  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  an  assumption  of  power  not  confided  to 
him  by  tlie  people,  an  usurpation  dictated  by  passion  and  exe- 
cuted to  gratify  his  vindictive  feelings. 

4.  That  to  this  unlawful  and  unnecessary  act,  to  the  course 
which  he  and  his  government  and  his  banks  hiive  since  pursued, 
and  to  the  consequent  destruction  of  public  confidence,  vvc;  attri- 
bute the  unexampled  distress  now  pervading  the  comuiunity, 
the  disarrangement  of  the  currency,  the  depression  of  com 
roerce,  manufactures  and  the  mechanic  arts,  the  low  price  of 
agricultural  products,  and  the  almost  total  suspension  of  our 
public  improvements. 

5.  That  we  have  neither  faith  in  the  motives,  nor  hope  from 
the  result  of  the  president's  experiment,  to  substitute  a  number 
of  scattered  banks  for  a  single  national  institution.  It  has  al 
ready  failed  of  its  osleiisihle  objects;  and  we  fear  it  is  a  means 
by  wiiich  the  whole  moneyed  power  of  the  country,  may  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  corrupt  executive. 

6.  That  public  confidence  cannot  be  restored,  nor  the  nation- 
al honor  kept  sacred,  without  an  immediate  order  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

7.  That  the  veto  power,  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  is  a  gross  perversion  of  the  ori- 
ginal d<:sign  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  in  conferring  a 
veto  power  upon  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

8.  That  the  conduct  of  the  president  and  those  who  support 
him  in  congress,  or  elsewhere  exhibits  a  determination  to  place 
tiis  will  above  the  opinions  or  interests  of  the  people,  and  thus 
to  convert  our  once  free  and  happy  republic  into  an  absolute 
and  oppressive  despotism. 

9.  That  looking  to  the  practice  of  men,  and  not  to  their  pro- 
fessions, we  cannot  recognise  the  Jackson  party,  a  party  ruled 
by  the  will  of  one  individual  whom  they  consider  born  to  com- 
mand, as  the  democracy  of  the  country. 

10.  That  in  the  independent  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens 
who  have  arrayed  themselves  against  executive  usurpation, 
who  compose  a  large  majority  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  na- 
tion, and  with  whom  we  are  proud  to  be  nunabered,  we  recog- 
nise the  true  friends  of  the  people,  and  therefore  the  only  real 
democratic  party. 

11.  That  the  present  crisis  demands  of  every  citizen,  who 
ioves  the  constitution,  and  would  preserve  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  the  utmost  firmness  and  devotion  in  the  common 
cause.  When  the  highest  and  dftarest  interests  of  all  are 
threatened,  none  can  refuse  his  labor  and  his  voice — where  all 
is  at  stake,  every  thing  must  be  periled— every  thing  dared  to 
save  it. 

12.  That  as  a  means  of  concentrating  the  efforts  of  all  who 
agree  with  us  in  opinion  throughout  the  state,  and  making  that 
opinion  felt  hereafter  at  the  polls,  we  approve  cordially  of  the 
proposed  convention  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg  on  the22d  day  of 
May  next. 

13.  That  to  the  present  congress  we  look  for  an  exercise  of 
independence  worthy  the  crisis,  and  of  the  trust  committed  to 
its  care.  Of  that  congress  vv^e  demand  the  safely  of  the  republic. 

14.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  have  access  at  all 
times  to  their  servants,  however  high  their  stations — that  to 
deny  such  access,  savours  of  royalty,  and  does  not  comport 
with  the  plain  manners  and  republican  habits  of  a  republican 
people. 

15.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  adjourn  until  they  shall  have  provid- 
ed effectually  for  the  relief  of  the  distresses  of  the  country, 
vindicated  the  constitution  and  laws  so  wantonly  violated,  as- 
serted the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  secured  the  constitution  and  the  currency  against 
the  lawless  tampering  of  the  executive,  so  that  hereafter  the 
well  defined  boundaries  of  our  republican  institutions  may  be 
respected  in  practice,  and  the  happiness  of  the  nation  not  be 
made  the  sport  of  Ihe  will  or  passions  of  one  man. 

After  an  address  from  Samuel  W.  Rush,  esq.  col.  C.  J.  Jack 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  as  members  of  a  great  confederacy,  we  abjure 
all  sectional  jealousies,  but  that  as  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
we  behold  in  the  present  conduct  of  those  who  rule  the  execu- 
tive of  this  country,  a  plan  to  destroy  the  present  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  after  the  term  of  service  of  gen.  Jackson  shall 
expire,  the  certainty  of  establishing  another  bank,  to  be  located 
out  of  the  state,  whose  stock  will  be  divided  among  the  mem- 
bers of  an  ascendant  regency,  whose  tnanagement  and  direc- 
tion will  be  made  subservient  to  the  ambition  and  intrigues  of 
political  aspirants,  and  whose  consummation  will  finally  com 
plete  the  experiment  of  trying  to  unite  the  purse  and  the  sword 
in  one  hand. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  firmly  believe  that  the  citizens 
of  this  commonwealth  have  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
paper  currency,  existing  in  Pennsylvania,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  that  they  have  desired 
no  change  in  it;  and  that  if  any  change  shall  be  made,  they  do 
most  earnestly  deprecate  the  substitution  of  the  New  York 
safety  fund  system,  by  which  a  bank  is  authorised  to  issue  notes 
to  the  amount  of  $349,470,  while  it  possesses  in  specie  in  its 
vaults  no  more  than  the  sum  of  $6,558  dollars!  to  redeem  all 


the  notes  issued  by  it  and  circulated  In  the  community,  as  the 
representatives  of  a  solvent  and  specie  paying  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  friends  of 
gen.  Jackson,  assuming  to  themselves  the  title  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania democracy,  when  they  have  avowed  that  they  will  sup- 
port the  opinions  of  one  man,  "whether  right  or  wrong,"  and 
we  do  conscientiously  believe,  that  if  general  Jackson  should 
this  day  publicly  announce  his  determination  to  return  the  de- 
posite.-;  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  that  the  Jackson  re- 
()resentation  of  this  state  in  congress,  would  instantly  support 
the  measure;  that  ihe  Jackson  portion  of  the  legit^lature  of 
Pennsylvania  would  add  their  hearty  concurrence;  and  that 
the  whole  Jackson  party  throughout  the  United  States,  woHid 
rejoice  in  their  release  from  their  present  dilemma;  and  as  in- 
stantly proclaim  this  last  act  of  their  chief,  the  most  disinterest- 
ed and  noble  deed  of  his  life 

It  was  resolved,  that  the  president  of  this  meeting  have  power 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  correspondence. 

The  follovving  resolutions  were  presented  by  the  different 
trades: 

By  the  painters  of  the  city  and  county. 
Resolved,  That  Martin  Van  Buren  deserves,  and  will  receive 
the  execrations  of  all  good  men,  should  he  shrink  from  Ihe  re- 
sponsibility of  conveying  to  Andrew  Jackson,  the  message  sent 
by  the  honorable  Henry  Clay,  when  the  builders'  memorial  was 
presented  to  the  senate.  I  charge  you,  said  he,  go  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  tell  him— tell  him  if  he  would  save  his  country — if  he 
would  save  himself— tell  him  to  stop  short,  and  ponder  well  his 
course— tell  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  before  an  injured  an  in- 
sulted people,  infuriated  by  his  experiment  upon  their  happi- 
ness, rises  in  the  majesty  of  power,  and  hurls  the  usurper  down 
from  the  seat  he  occupies,  like  Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again. 
By  the  builders  of  the  city  and  county. 
Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  present  and  perspective  employ- 
ment for  all  the  branches  of  industry  connected  with  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  affected  to  the  extent  of  75  per  cent,  compared  with  last 
year's  business,  by  the  present  disastrous  and  ruinous  measures 
of  Andrew  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  solemn  and  deliberate  conviction  of 
those  whose  employment  depends  upon  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, that  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  the 
recharter  of  Ihe  United  States'  bank,  are  the  only  means  by 
which  confidence  can  be  restored,  lost  faith  recovered,  and  the 
late  cheering  prospect  which  animated  and  diffused  its  bless- 
ings throughout  the  whole  community,  regained. 

Resolved,  That  the  declarations  of  the  representative  to  con- 
gress from  Montgomery  county,  that  the  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers have  hitherto  been  too  highly  favored — that  their  prosperity 
has  been  too  great— that  the  '^bank  has  afforded  them  too  many 
facilities— that  they  have  been  adding  house  to  house  and  that 
it  is  time  they  were  put  down,  merits  and  should  receive  the 
scorn  and  contempt  of  freemen,  and  indicates  a  mind  so  sordid, 
narrow  and  selfish,  and  so  disgraceful  to  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, and  revolting  to  every  sentiment  of  the  heart,  that  we  are 
almost  constrained  to  ascribe  them  to  the  ravings  of  a  maniac, 
rather  than  the  expressions  of  a  sane  and  thinking  mind. 

Resolved,  That  we  now  earnestly  call  upon  all  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens to  aid  us,  e'er  it  is  too  late,  in  our  endeavors  to  put  down, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  the  alarming  power  claimed  by  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  prostra- 
tion of  our  interests  being  consummated  to  satisfy  the  unbound- 
ed ambition  of  a  military  despot. 

The  committee  take  occasion  to  say,  the  foregoing  expres- 
sions ascribed  to  Joel  K.  Mann,  of  Montgomery  county,  were 
used  by  him  to  a  part  of  the  builders'  committee,  late  oii  a  visit 
to  Washington. 

By  the  hatters. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  degrading  to  freemen  to  wear  the  collar, 
or  drag  the  chains  of  any  man,  whatever  may  have  been  his 
claims  upon  the  veneration  and  gratitude  of  the  people. 

That  we  behold  in  the  blind  servility  of  the  supporters  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  his  unprincipled  warfare  upon  the  currency 
of  the  country,  not  only  a  surrender  of  the  dignity  and  the  rights 
of  freemen,  but  also,  a  basis  on  which  some  political  aspirant 
may  erect  a  despotism  which  shall  crush  the  last  refuge  and 
hope  of  freedom. 

That  the  people  assembled  here,  disclaiming  all  party  consi- 
derations, pledge  themselves  as  citizens  of  our  common  coun- 
try, never  to  relax  their  efforts,  until  the  supremacy  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  shall  be  acknowledged,  and  the  protection  of 
the  government  secured,  in  support  of  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency, the  sinews  of  the  enterprise,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a 
nation  of  freemen,  and  we  earnestly  entreat  the  independent 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  to  elect  honest  men  to  represent  them 
in  congress;  that  the  president  may  no  longer  be  able  to  veto 
the  passage  of  laws  enacted  for  the  promotion  of  the  general 
welfare. 

By  the  gold  and  silver  artificers,  watch  makers  and  other  branches 
of  the  trade. 
Resolved,  That  when  the  time  arrives  for  an  expression  of  our 
opinions  by  the  ballot  box — that  we  here  declare  our  determina- 
tion, to  support  no  individual  for  office  who  will  not  unite  with 
us  in  tearing  aside  tlie  flimsy  veil  which  conceals  the  "kitchen 
cabinet,"  and  expose  litem  in  nil  their  naked  deformity  to  the 
eyes  of  the  nntion,  as  objects  fit  only  for  the  scorn  and  contempt 
ofmankind. 
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By  the  cordwainers. 

This  day.  22  years  ago,  was  the  great  earthquake  at  Carrac- 
cas,  and  the  meeting  this  afternoon  will  cause  a  great  earth- 
quake witli  politicians  according  to  interest,  therefore  resolved, 
tlial  we,  tlie  cordwainers  of  tlie  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
considering  the  name  of  democrat  sub.-tiluted  for  man  worship 
er,  or  going  the  wtiole  hog,  as  deviating  frmn  the  principles  of 
'98,  do  agree,  as  republicans,  to  support  piinciples  instead  of 
men,  and  shall  consider  this  day  as  tne  beginning  of  the  second 
republican  era  of  this  country. 

It  was  resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  meeting  have  pow- 
er to  appoint  a  committee  of  correspondence. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  approve  of  the  delegates  chosen 
by  the  city  and  the  county  to  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Har- 
risburgh,  on  the  20ih  of  May.     They  are  as  follows: 

For  the  city—S»in\  Sergeant,  John  M.  Scott.  John  S.  Riddle, 
Wm.  M.  Meredith,  Daniel  Groves,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Silas 
W.  Sexton,  Bernard  McCredy,  Joseph  Murray. 

For  the  county — Northern  Liberties — William  Wagner,  Jos. 
Smith.  Spring  Garden— Davul  Woelpper.  Soudiwark— Nathl. 
C.  Foster,  George  P.  Little.  Moyamensing— T.  M.  Hubbell. 
Kensington — Wm.  Filler.  Unincorporated  Noithen  Liberties — 
Thomas  Roach.  Bristol  township — William  Wister.  Oxford 
township— Geo.  K.  Budd.  Moreland  township— Franklin  Comly. 

The  meeting  adjourned  alter  giving  rjiMe  cheers  for  the  con- 
stitution. DANIEL  GROVES,  prcddent. 

Peter  A.  Browne,  esq.  delivered  an  impressive  speech  on 
presenting  the  resolutions, 

Samuel  Rush,  esq.  succeeded  Mr.  Browne,  and  in  an  impas- 
sioned address  of  great  pith,  kept  the  people  in  a  constant  good 
humor;  C.  J.Jack,  esq.  lollowed.  The  resolutions  were  passed 
with  the  utmost  unanimity,  and  the  immense  ninltitiide  began 
to  disperse  peaceably  to  their  homes  before  five  o'clock. 

On  leaving  the  yard,  the  several  processions  piled  their  ban- 
ners fancifully  before  Mr.  Duane's  door,  and  commenced  giving 
him  loudly  vociferated  cheers  at  the  rate  of  "three  times  three." 
This  brought  Mr.  D.  to  the  door,  and  he  addressed  them  for  a 
few  moments,  evidently  deeply  affected  by  their  enthusiasm. 
The  applause  which  followed  we  will  not  attempt  to  describe: 
it  has  made  an  impression  on  all  who  he;ard  it  which  death 
alone  can  obliterate,  and  which  should  encourage  statesmen  to 
pursue  the  honest  dictates  of  their  hearts. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  all  parties  engaged — the  marshals  of  the 
day,  who  appointed  places  for  the  trades,  &c.  were  so  active 
and  intelligent  as  to  preverit  all  confusion.  To  general  Prevost, 
the  chief  JVIarshal,  in  particular,  the  citizens  are  greatly  indebt 
ed. 

The  stores  in  Chesnut,  Market  and  the  adjacent  streets  were 
generally  closed — and  business  suspended. 
— «►♦©  ®  ®<««— 
BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

A  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, was  held  at  the  Exchange,  at  four  o'clock  on  Friday, 
the  28th  ult.  William  Patterson,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair. 
and  the  hon.  Nicholas  Brice  appointed  secretary.  After  the 
object  of  the  meeting  had  been  explained,  judge  Brice  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution,  which,  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, was  adopted: 

ilesoiued.  That  a  committee  of  fifteen  persons  be  appointed 
from  amongst  the  creditors,  with  full  power  and  authority  t() 
devise  and  adopt  all  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  shall 
be  found  necessary  to  protect  and  advance  the  interest  of  said 
creditors,  and  to  bring  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  of  Maryland 
to  a  just  and  speedy  settlement  and  distribution  of  its  assets 
among  them;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorised  to  fill  up 
vacancies  and  appoint  from  their  own  body  or  other  creditors  a 
sub-committee,  who  shall  act  in  all  matters  with  the  like  pow- 
ers as  are  above  conferred. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  carried  that  the  coininittoe 
should  be  appointed  by  the  chairman,  who  subsequently  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen: 

Alexander  Fridge,  Jacob  Rogers, 

Col.  William  Sieuart,  George  McCubhin, 

Thomas  Kelso,  R.  W.  Gill, 

Jacob  Albert,  Charles  C.  Harper, 

William  A.  Tuckef,  Charles  Nicols, 

Frederick  Dawson,  Levin  Gale,  of  Cecil. 

Alexander  Brown,  Jere.  Nicolls,  of  Kent. 

Jonathan  Meredith, 

[Messrs.  McCubbin  and  Nicols  havins  declined  serving, 
Messrs.  John  Johnson,  of  Annapolis,  and  George  W.  Thomas, 
of  Kent,  were  appointed  in  their  stead.] 

At  this  stage  o/the  proceedings,  the  following  communication 
from  Thomas  Ellicott,  esq.  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  was  receiv<!d  and  read; 

To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 

The  recent  and  sudden  sioppage  of  the  bank  of  Maryland, 
with  the  consequences  arisiiis;  from  that  (ivcnt,  has  imposed 
upon  me  relations  with  you  which  render  it  an  imperative  duty 
that  I  should, at  the  earliest  p(;riod  possible,  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation in  my  power  concerning  th(!  funds  mid  effects  of  that 
corporation,  and  of  the  extent  of  its  debts  and  lialiilities  to  jou, 
83  also  the  circumstances  under  which  1  consented  to  become 
the  trustee. 

The  present  situation  of  the  trust  property  will  all  be  prepar- 
ed and  laid  before  you  as  early  as  it  shall  be  po.^sible  for  Robert 
Wilson,  esq.  cashier,  with  the  aid  of  as  many  clerks  as  he  can 


employ  in  the  service,  to  make  an  accurate  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  bank,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  its  final  close  at 
three  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  22d  instant. 

On  the  same  day,  and  after  that  hour,  a  partial  view  of  the 
amount  of  the  debts  and  credits  of  the  bank  was  exhibited  to 
me,  Willi  information,  that  unless  very  important  aid  was  ex- 
tended to  it  in  coin,  at  its  opening  on  the  24ih,  it  would  be  un- 
able to  sustain  its  credit  another  day.  This  annunciation  was 
made  to  me  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  it  was  proba- 
ble the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  would  consent  to  extend  the 
requisite  suppott  to  the  bank  of  Maryland.  I  stated  that  from 
the  vifciws  1  then  had  of  the  subject,  th.it  it  would  not  only  be 
highly  improper  for  the  Union  bank,  or  for  anv  other,  or  for  all 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  city,  to  afford  the  a'id  which  seemed 
absolutely  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  sustaining  the  bank 
of  Maryland  umlcr  the  demands  to  which  it  was  then  liable 
and  which  would,  from  every  appearance,  dailv  and  hourly  aug- 
ment to  a  great  extent,  but  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to  the 
trading  community  generally  to  abstract  the  funds  from  the  other 
banks,  and  tiiereby  lessen  the  abilitv  of  such  banks  to  supply 
th«  necessary  and  proper  facilities  to  the  merchants  of  the  citv 
III  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business:  That  under  this  con- 
vicuon,  I  could  not  give  any  reason  to  hope  that  the  object  so 
much  desired  could  be  accomplished  in  the  way  sun-'ested. 
The  friends  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  then  decided  that  the'whole 
funds  and  effects  of  every  nature  and  Kind  ehouid  remain  in  the 
absolute  custody  and  care  of  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  oilier  person,  until  a  final  decision  should  be  mnde 
as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  to  guard  and  protect' 
equally  and  rateably,  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  the  creditors 
ot  the  bank.  Tlie  whole  of  the  property  of  the  bank  beinc  thus 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  its  principal 
officer  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  in  whose  integrity  every  one 
had  justly  the  most  implicit  confidence,  time  was  taken  for  fur- 
ther deliberation  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland.  This  resulted  in  the  conclusion  by  them  in  the  course 
of  the  succeeding  twenty  lour  hours,  that  the  bank  could  not 
properly  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th,*  and  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  deed  of  trust 
should  be  executed,  at  once,  of  all  the  corporate  funds  and  ef- 
fects for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  creditors,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  legal  impediments,  and  especially  of  guarding  against 
attachments  of  its  property  abroad  by  foreign  or  other  creditors. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  I  was  applied  to,  to  know  if  I 
would  acci'pt  the  trust,  if  the  deed  were  made  to  me,  and  pro- 
vided it  subsequently  met  the  approbation  of  the  chief  officers 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  city.  I  declined  giving  an  immediate 
answer,  but  stated  that  [  would  not  accept"  the  "trust  unless,  in 
the  first  place,  the  deed  were  made,  as  had  been  suggested  by 
the  directors,  without  giving  a  preference  to  any  one:''secondly, 
unless  it  was  so  drawn  that  \  could  place  the  collection  of  the 
claims  in  the  hands  of  R.  Wilson,  esq.  the  cashier,  as  well  as 
the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  in  such  way  as  that  the  funds 
and  effects  should  never  come  into  my  hands,  so  as  to  subject 
them  to  my  individual  control;  thirdly,  that  the  whole  power 
and  direction  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  trust  should  be  ex- 
ecuted should  be  directed  by  the  hon.  Stevenson  Archer  and  the 
hon.  Thomas  Beale  Dorsey,  or  if  they  should  decline  to  act  in 
that  particular,  under  the  direction  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  would  appoint  for  the  purpose;  and  fourthly,  unless,  as 
suggested  by  the  friends  of  the  bank,  my  acceptance  should 
meet  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

These  conditions  were  complied  with,  and  the  trust  is  now  in 
a  course  of  execution  under  the  agency  of  R.  Wilson,  cashier 
and  will  continue  so  until  the  creditors,  whose  interest  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  trustee  to  protect,  shall  direct  otherwise.  In  the 
meantime  they  may  be  assured  that  every  exertion  which  it  is 
possible  to  make,  shall  be  made  to  place  before  them,  as  early 
as  practicable,  a  true  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon 
future  proceedings:  and  I  beg  them  also  to  be  assured  that  it  is 
my  anxious  desire  that  they  shall  select  some  suitable  gentle- 
man to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
trustee  as  early  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

[  am  aware  that  rumors  have  been  put  into  circulation,  but 
by  whom  or  for  what  purpose  I  know  not,  that  I  have  a  person- 
al interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  or  that  I  am 
in  some  way  implicated  with  the  institution,  or  with  its  presi- 
dent, and  I  deem  the  present  a  proper  occasion  to  say,  at  once, 
for  the  purpose  of  silencin;,'  a  rumor  so  oftensive,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  my  feelings,  that  I  am  not  now,  nor  have  I 
ever  been  since  the  year  1804  or  180,5,  interested  in  that  bank  to 
the  valiKJ  of  one  dollar,  either  as  an  owner  of  stock,  or  a  bor- 
rower from  it,  and  that  there  is  not  now  nor  ever  has  been  any 
connection  in  trade  or  business  between  the  president  of  that 
bank  and  myself.  That  1  have  never  known  anything  more 
of  the  business  .and  tr.insactions  of  that  bank  than  I  have  knowti 
of  that  of  all  the  other  banks  in  Baltimore,  nor  even  as  much, 
with  the  exception  of  its  applications  to  the  president  .ind  di- 
rectors of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  for  occasional  facilities, 
by  the  discount  of  paper  within  the  last  four  months,  to  relieve 
it  from  temporary  pressures  for  coin.     I  am,  respectfully, 

THOMAS  ELLICOTT,  <rjw/ee. 
March  ^8tk,  18.34, 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


'The  23d  being  Sabbath. 
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To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 
The  committee  appointed  pursuant  to  a  rfsoltition  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  thu  bank  of  Maryland,  held  at  llie 
Exchange  on  Friday  last,  the  28tli  nit.  hcj{  leave  to  report: 

That  tlie  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland 
having  determined  to  suspend  liie  operations  of  that  institulion, 
executed  on  the  23d  of  March  nn  assignment  of  all  the  corpoiate 
property  in  trust  for  the  equal  benefit  of  the  creditors;  whieli, 
having  for  its  object  tiie  protection  of  the  eli'eets  of  the  bank 
abroad  from  attachinents,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  tiie  committee, 
a  proper  and  judicious  measure.  Lookinfr,  however,  atnorii; 
other  considerations,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  trust  created  by 
that  assignment,  the  committee  deemed  it  proper  tliat  two  per- 
sons should  be  associated  as  co-trustees  with  Mr.  Thomas  Elli- 
cott;  and  after  due  deliberation  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  their 
appointment,  passed  the  following  resolution: — 

^'■Resolved,  That  this  meeting  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
a  trustee  to  be  associated  with  Thomas  Ellicott  in  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  that  Stevenson  Archer  and  Thomas 
B.  Dorsey  be  requested  to  select  another  trustee  to  act  wiiii 
said  Ellicott  and  the  trustee  of  this  committee;  and  in  ease  ilie 
said  Archer  and  Dorsey  differ  in  the  selection  of  a  trustee,  that 
they  have  power  to  call  in  a  tliird  person  to  decide  between 
them." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Messrs.  John  B.  Morris  tinA 
Richard  W.  Gilt  have  been  appointed  co-trustees  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellicott,  and  having  signified  their  acceptance,  will  en- 
ter upon  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  soon  as  practicable. 

This  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report,  that  previous  to 
the  appointment  of  these  two  gentlemen,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  and  have  been  communicated  to  the  trus- 
tees:— 

^'Resolved,  That  the  compensation  to  which  said  trustees 
shall  be  entitled  shall  be  fixed  from  time  to  tinie  as  the  trust 
progresses,  by  the  judges  of  Baltimore  county  court,  or  any  two 
of  them. 

"jRcsoZverf,  That  said  trustees  be  authorised  and  required  to 
deposiie  the  moneys  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  as  they  shall  be 
received,  and  such  as  are  now  on  hand,  with  and  amonirst  such 
of  the  creditor  chartered  banks  of  the  city,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  claims,  as  shall  agree  to  pay  such  interest  on  all 
sums  so  deposited,  as  the  trustees  shall  think  proper. 

'^Resolved,  That  Robert  Wilson,  esq.  cashier  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  as  a  suitable  assist- 
ant to  them  in  adjusting  the  affairs  of  the  institution." 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  further  to  state  to 
Ihe  creditors,  that  from  the  progress  which  they  understand  has 
already  been  made,  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank  of  Maryland  will  he  brought  to  a  speedy  settle- 
ment. The  trustees  will,  no  doubt,  prepare  as  soon  as  possible 
a  statementoftheactual  condition  of  the  bank,  to  be  laid  before 
the  creditors  for  their  information. 

Bv  order  of  the  committee. 

ALEX.  BROWN,  chairman. 

Charles  C.  Harper,  secretary. 

— — •♦►♦o  @  ®^*«"— 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
governor's  message. 
Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  assembly: 

Since  my  communication  to  the  legislature  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  the  unusual  derangement  of  the 
business  operations  of  the  community  has  been  such,  as  in  my 
judgment  to  render  it  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  subject. 

It  was  not  then  perceived  that  the  order  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, directing  the  accruing  receipts  of  the  public  moneys 
to  be  deposited  in  the  local  banks  instead  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  could  essentially  interrupt  the  business  transactions  of 
the  community;  nor  is  it  now  supposed  that  any  necessary  con- 
nexion exists  between  that  act,  and  the  present  state  of  com- 
mercial embarassment. 

Although  it  was  known  thatthebank  of  the  United  States  had 
commenced  a  rapid  curtailment  of  its  debt  anterior  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  government  upon  the  deposites,  and  had  actually  re- 
duced it  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  during  the  sixty  days 
previous  to  the  first  of  October,  when  the  order  of  the  secretary 
took  effect;  yet  as  the  government  had  directed  the  change  to 
be  made  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  avoid  any  pressure 
upon  the  bank  or  injury  to  the  community,  it  was  not  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  the  occasion  would  have  been  seized 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  unnecessary  shock  to  business,  much 
less  of  exciting  a  causeless  panic.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that 
since  the  change  referred  to,  such  has  been  the  attitude  assum- 
ed by  that  institution  in  regard  to  the  local  banks,  that  the  latier 
are  unable  to  afford  to  the  community  those  assurances  of 
future  accommodations,  which  are  so  essentially  necessary  to 
inspire  confidence  among  business  men  in  entering  into  new 
engagements. 

The  partisans  of  that  institution,  and  certain  presses  devoted 
to  its  recharter,  by  systematic  and  persevering  efforts  in  dis- 
seminating distrust  of  the  credit  of  our  moneyed  institutions, 
particularly  those  of  this  slate,  of  the  credit  of  individuals,  of 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  its  ability  to  meet  the  crisis; 
and  by  endeavoring  to  fasten  public  opinion  upon  this  act  of  the 
government  as  the  cause  of  all  the  depression  which  has  been 
experienced,  as  well  as  that  which  is  daily  predicted  and  held  up 
to  the  public  view  in  a  distorted  and  exaggerated  form;  have 


also  produced  an  excitement  among  the  business  community, 
calculated  essentially  to  aggravate  the  pressure,  and  proUng  its 
existence. 

Looking  at  the  immense  wealth  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try— presenting  externally,  as  indieatc^d  by  the  course  of  ex- 
change, an  appearance  of  prosperity  unknown  for  many  years, 
and  internally,  nntilvvithin  a  short  period,  the  same  favorable 
a|)pearaiice,  as  indicated  by  abundant  crops,  fair  piiees,  active 
mercantile,  and  manufacturing  operations;  it  appears  to  be  im- 
possible thai  the  existing  stale  of  things  should  have  spiung 
from  a  cause  so  inadequate  as  the  mere  substitution  of  one 
place  for  another  as  the  depository  of  the  accruing  receipts  by 
the  iiovernnienl. 

Although  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  effected  as  it  was  pros- 
pectively, and  o[)erating  upon  tiie  funds  in  hand,  not  by  with- 
drawing the  whole  suddenly,  but  eiadiially,  as  the  wants  of  the 
government  required,  furni-lnid  of  itself  no  sntfieieiil  cause  for 
the  results  which  in  |)oiiit  of  time  have  followed  it;  yet  it  is  said 
that  its  o|)(:ralion  has  been  to  derange  the  currency,  to  destroy 
GoiifiiieiKM!,  and  thus  to  produce  the  present  embariassment. 

It  is  ntidoiilitedly  true  lliat  jnucli  of  the  |)ressuie  upon  the 
money  market  has  been  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  confi- 
dence, but  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  how  that  is  to  be  charged  as 
tiie  necessary  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  government. 
It  is  the  consequence  of  the  attitude  as^umed  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  towards  oilier  banks — an  attitude  noi  neces- 
sary, although  its  advocates  attempt  to  justify  it,  either  as  a 
measure  of  retaliation  upon  the  government,  or  for  the  [inrpose 
of  compelling  those  institutions  to  surrender  or  to  refuse  to  ac- 
cept the  public  deposites. 

Nor  is  it  easy  lo  perceive  how  the  action  of  the  government 
should  of  necessity  derange  the  currency  or  the  coinmereial 
operations  of  the  country,  throui.'h  the  inertinm  of  domestic  ex- 
changes. The  ability  of  the  bank  to  conduct  all  ordinary  bu- 
siness, has  not  been  essentially  impaired,  and  its  amount  of 
discounted  bills  of  exchange  is  at  this  moment  as  large  or  about 
as  large  as  it  ever  has  been.  Whatever  inconveniences  may 
have  resulted  from  its  refusal  latterly  to  furnish  draughts  at 
sight  between  its  dift'erent  offices  at  the  usual  rates,  (and  these 
inconveniences  undoubtedly  have  been  great),  would  seem, 
therefore,  to  be  of  its  own  creation,  or  the  result  of  that  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  other  banks  which  it  has  chosen  to  assume. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principal  causes  of  the  present  embar- 
rassment have  no  essential  connexion  with  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

In  December,  1830,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  commenc- 
ed a  rapid  increase  of  its  loans  and  circulation,  and  continued 
augmenting  them  until  May,  1832,  having  within  that  period 
added  about  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  to  its  accommoda- 
tions to  the  public,  and  over  four  millions  to  its  notes  in  circu- 
laticm.  The  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  large  and  sudden 
increase  of  facilities  to  business  men,  was  to  encourage  a  cor- 
responding liberality  on  tJie  pari  of  the  local  banks,  over  action 
in  trade,  and  to  stimulate  to  excess  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country.  At  all  events,  since  that  period,  foreign  commercial 
operations,  domestic  trade  and  inanufactures,  speculations  in 
stocks,  lands  and  produce,  have  been  carried  on  loan  extent 
and  upon  a  scale  before  entirely  unknown. 

The  |)olicy  of  contraction  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  which  im- 
mediately followed  this  unexampled  expansion,  had  scarcely 
been  commenced  when  the  tariff  law  of  July,  1832,  went  into 
effect,  the  operation  of  which,  with  its  subsequent  modification, 
was  well  calculated  to  develope  the  injurious  consequences  of 
the  overtrading  which  had  preceded. 

Under  the  former  law,  duties  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen 
millions  annually,  accrued  upon  imports  at  the  port  of  N.  York, 
the  payment  of  which  was  secured  by  bonds  payable  at  different 
periods,  some  as  long  as  eighteen  months.  As  the  merchandise 
was  generally  sold  by  the  importer,  soon  after  the  execution  of 
his  bond  for  the  duties,  it  is  obvious  that  the  credit  afforded  by 
the  government,  was  to  him  equivalent  to  so  much  capital  until 
the  time  of  payment  should  arrive.  Before  this  time  a  fresh 
importation  enabled  him  to  create  a  new  credit,  and  thus  a  very 
large  amount  of  capital  was  constanily  in  use  among  those  en- 
gaged in  commercial  pursuits. 

The  law  of  July,  1832,  considerably  reduced  the  amount  of 
duties,  while  that  of  1833,  operated  still  further  lo  diminish  the 
capital  of  the  importer  thus  derived  from  government  credits, 
by  admitting  many  new  articles  to  the  free  list,  by  shortening 
the  bonds  in  some  cases,  and  by  substituting  cash  payments  on 
many  articles  subject  to  duly. 

This  law  took  effect  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1833,  and  during 
the  past  year  the  bonds  of  the  preceding  have  been  falling  due, 
while  the  shortened  bonds  and  cash  duties  have  created  an  ad- 
ditional demand  for  money,  thus  casting  upon  the  importer  the 
burthen  of  repaying  the  capital  formerly  loaned  lo  him  by  the 
government,  and  also  of  paying  the  cash  duties  required  upon 
iiis  recent  importations.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  effect 
of  this  iaw  has  been  equivalent  to  the  withdrawal  from  com- 
mercial investments  of  from  twelve  to  thirteen  millions  of  ca- 
pital. 

The  depressed  rale  of  foreign  exchange  also,  although  an  in- 
dication favorable  to  the  general  condition  of  the  country,  has  it 
is  understood,  prevented  the  drawing  of  considerable  sums  of 
motley  from  Europe,  the  proceeds  of  produce  as  well  as  of 
stocks  sold  abroad. 

These  caiisPf ,  together  with  the  rapid  curtailment  of  its  debt 
by  the  United  State*  bank,  between  the  Ist  days  of  August  and 
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December,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  all 
operating  upon  a  state  of  trade  unusually  and  extravagantly  ex- 
tended, are  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  account  for  most  of  the 
distress  hitherto  experienced. 

The  severity  of  the  pressure  in  New  York,  has  undoubtedly 
been  very  much  mitigated,  by  placing  the  public  deposites  in 
the  local  bankb,  which  have  thereby  been  enabled  to  discount, 
and  have  actually  discounted  upwards  of  four  millions  more 
than  they  otherwise  could  have  done. 

And  as  the  charter  was  soon  to  expire,  and  the  bank  had  ac- 
tually commenced  its  curtailments  some  time  previous  to  the 
action  of  the  government,  that  action  would  seem  to  have  been 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  so  far 
as  the  funds  of  the  government  would  afford  the  means.  This 
measure,  however,  which  as  we  have  seen,  involved  no  ne- 
cessary destruction  of  individual  confidence  or  credit,  no  neces- 
sary derangement  of  ordinary  commercial  operations,  much  less 
any  necessity  for  the  panic  which  has  followed,  has  furnished  to 
the  bank  the  pretext  for  placing  itself  in  a  new  and  menacing 
attitude,  and  to  its  partisans  the  occasion  of  wantonly  sporting 
with  the  fears  of  the  timid,  the  standing  of  the  weak,  the  stabili- 
ty of  the  currency,  and  the  credit  of  our  moneyed  institutions. 

This  corporation,  brought  into  existence  for  the  purpose  of 
subserving  the  general  good,  (if  for  any  justifiable  purpose), 
seems  to  be  bending  ihe  whole  of  its  prodigious  energies  towards 
compelling  the  people,  by  force  of  pecuniary  suffering,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  necessity  of  its  recharter- 

Our  constituents  have  distinctly  expressed  their  unbiassed 
judgment  upon  the  question  of  recharter;  and  I  cannot  doubt 
that  they  possess  sufficient  patriotism  to  meet  any  crisis,  which 
the  controversy  may  produce,  and  that  in  the  maintenance  of 
principles  of  vital  importance  to  themselves  and  to  posterity, 
they  will  be  ready  to  endure  any  pecuniary  privation,  rather 
than  snbmitto  the  dictation  of  a  great  moneyed  power. 

From  recent  debates  in  the  national  legislature;  from  the  lone 
of  the  presses  which  advocate  the  cause  of  the  bank;  from  the 
language  of  public  meetings;  from  the  organizations  of  party;  and 
from  other  indications  too  plain  to  be  mistaken,  the  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  bank  seem  to  be  directed  especially  against  the 
moneyed  institutions  and  the  business  relations  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  deem  it  the  impera- 
tive duly  of  the  state,  to  put  forth  its  energies  to  aid  these  in- 
stitutions in  the  struggle,  and  to  protect  its  citizens  from  op- 
pression. Connected  as  these  institutions  are,  with  the  indus- 
try and  prosperity  of  the  state,  all  classes  of  our  constituents, 
whether  agricultural,  mercantile  or  manufacturing  are  equally 
interested  in  their  welfare. 

I  am  furnished  by  the  bank  commissioners,  with  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  banks  subject  to  their  supervision  on  the 
fourth  of  March  instant,  by  which  it  appears  that  their  circula- 
tion had  been  diminished  since  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  the  country  in- 
stitutions, or  those  located  out  of  thg  cities  of  New  York  and 
Albany,  while  they  had  reduced  their  loans  and  discounts  only 
about  $600,000,  had  reduced  their  circulation  about  two  millons 
of  dollars.  The  entire  resources  of  the  country  banks  on  the  4ih 
of  March,  excluding  the  bank  fund,  amounted  to  $21,984,000, 
and  their  entire  liabilities  to  $12,462,000.  Notwithstanding  the 
redemption  between  those  dates,  of  about  two  millions  of  their 
paper,  the  reduction  of  the  specie  was  less  than  $25,000:  and 
their  immediate  means  of  redemption,  consisting  of  specie  at 
home  and  funds  on  deposite  in  Albany  and  New  York,  subject 
to  be  drawn  at  sight,  amounted  to  more  than  thirty-five  per 
cent,  of  their  whole  circulation. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  the  banks  themselves  are  concerned,  I 
entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt,  either  of  their  present  or  future 
ability  to  meet  any  crisis  that  can  occur;  but  under  a  state  of 
things  which  may  be  imagined,  a  proper  regard  for  their  own 
safety,  may  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  afford  those  accom- 
modations to  the  public,  which  its  interestsmay  require. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  recently  declared  its  in- 
tention to  continue  its  curtailments,  but  in  what  ratio  we  know 
not.  It  probably  has  due  to  it  in  this  state  about  seven  mil- 
lioHs;  and  what  portion  of  this  amount  our  citizens  may  be  call- 
ed upon  to  pay  before  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  cannot 
now  be  determined.  If  this  amount  shall  be  ealled  in  rapidly, 
our  banks  must  necessarily  strengthen  themselves  by  calling  in 
a  portion  of  their  debt;  and  thus  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  if  it  should  have  the  disposition,  to 
occasion  serious  embarrassment  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
unless  the  legislature  make  some  suitable  provision  to  guard 
against  such  a  result. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  several  intelligent  and  practi- 
cal gentlemen  from  the  city  of  New  York,  for  whom  and  for 
whose  opinion  I  entertain  the  highest  respect,  and  who,  I  am 
pure,  were  governed  by  no  motives  of  individual  interest  in  the 
matter,  that  the  establishment  of  a  large  banking  institution  in 
that  city  was  called  for  at  the  present  time.  A  capital  of  eight  or 
ten  millions  was  mentioned:  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  state 
should  take  one  half,  and  pay  for  it  by  a  state  stock,  bearing  an 
interest  of  four  or  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at  the  expiration  of 
the  charter;  the  balance  of  stock  to  be  distributed  by  commis 
sioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  senate,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  should  be  thought  best;  the  state  to  appoint  its 
share  of  directors;  the  rate  of  discount  to  be  fixed  at  six  per  cent, 
and  if  deemed  proper,  the  surplus  profits  over  six  or  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury;  the  institu- 
tion to  issue  no  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and   in  other  re- 


spects to  be  made  subject  to  the  general  laws  of  the  state,  re- 
serving to  the  legislature  the  usual  right  to  modify  or  repeal  the 
charter. 

It  was  urged  that  the  stock  issued  by  the  state  might  readily 
be  disposed  of  in  Europe  for  specie,  and  that  such  a  charter 
would  furnish  a  sufficient  inducement  to  insure  the  necessary 
subscriptions  for  the  residue  of  the  capital;  that  such  an  insti- 
tution would  be  able  to  take  the  debt  now  due  to  the  United 
States'  bank  in  this  state,  whenever  it  should  be  called  in;  to 
furnish  the  requisite  facilities  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
city  of  New  York  in  the  discount  and  collection  of  domestic 
exchange;  to  acquire  a  character  in  Europe  which  would  ena- 
ble it  to  sustain  mercantile  credit  in  times  of  revulsion  in  trade; 
and,  in  short,  to  exercise  a  healthful  influence  over  all  the  di- 
versified intere&ts  of  that  great  city,  and  consequently  over 
every  branch  of  industry  throughout  the  state. 

Although  many  of  the  advantages  anticipated  from  an  insti- 
tution of  such  a  character,  might  and  probably  would  be  realiz- 
ed, there  are,  nevertheless,  objections  to  this  proposition,  of  se- 
rious if  not  preponderating  weight.  It  is  deemed  by  many  to 
be  objectionable  in  principle  for  any  government  to  engage  in 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  individual  enterprise.  Such  an  institu- 
tion, possessing  ample  powers  over  the  currency  of  the  stale, 
which,  properly  directed,  might  be  productive  of  salutary  effects, 
might  also,  by  a  misdirection  of  its  efforts,  be  equally  capable 
of  producing  serious  and  extensive  injury.  It  might  in  its  ad- 
ministration be  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  political  power, 
and  thereby  be  in  danger  of  becoming  an  engine  wielded  to  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  a  party.  It  might,  by  the  acquisition  of 
political  influence,  paralyze  the  controlling  power  reserved  to 
the  legislature;  it  might,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  this  influ- 
ence, openly  take  the  field  of  party  politics,  and  exhibit  the  dis- 
gusting spectacle,  with  which  we  are  already  too  familiar,  of  a 
large  moneyed  corporation  arrayed  in  political  opposition  to  the 
government  of  thfe  country. 

Unless,  therefore,  such  an  institution,  or  one  of  a  somewhat 
similar  character,  should  be  found  indispensably  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  counteract  a  greater  evil,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
hazard  so  dangerous  an  experiment. 

It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  remedy,  as  well  for  the  existing 
evil,  as  for  the  inconvenience  which  may  in  any  event  result 
from  the  withdrawal  of  the  capital  now  employed  by  the  bank 
in  this  state,  may  be  provided,  by  the  issue  of  a  stale  stock,  if 
necessary,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,  a»d 
by  increasing  the  ability  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York 
with  loans  of  this  stock,  in  such  manner  as  would  be  perfectly 
safe  to  the  state,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  them  to  extend 
their  accommodations  so  as  to  supply  the  amount  of  capital  to 
be  withdrawn  by  the  branch  in  that  city.  It  is  due  to  the  city 
banks  to  say,  that  this  suggestion  does  not  proceed  from  them; 
they  have  thus  far  sustained  themselves  with  creditable  ability, 
and  feel  a  perfect  confidence  in  their  resources  to  do  so  under 
any  emergency  that  may  happen;  but  the  suggestion  is  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  whole  community,  by  sustahiing  the  markets 
for  our  agricultural  and  manufactured  productions,  and  giving 
activity  and  vigor  to  commercial  enterprise. 

Should  this  measure  be  adopted,  the  necessity  will  at  once  be 
perceived  of  imposing  upon  certain  persons  to  be  designated  by 
the  legislature,  the  power  and  responsibility  of  carrying  it  into 
effect.  Ample  provision  should  be  made  to  secura  the  regulisr 
payment  of  interest,  and  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  stock 
by  the  banks  to  which  the  loans  may  be  made,  so  that  the  state 
will  neither  be  subject  to  inconvenience,  nor  incur  any  respot^- 
sibility  beyond  the  loan  of  its  credit  to  stable  and  well  conduct- 
ed institutions.  It  may  also  be  necessary  to  provide,  that  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  loans  to  the  banks,  they  shall  possess 
the  power  of  discounting  upon  them  as  upon  so  much  additiort- 
al  capital,  without  allowing  them  to  extend  their  circuIatioH 
beyond  the  limits  now  prescribed  by  law.  The  banks  in  New 
York,  from  their  position,  must  necessarily  meet  and  sustain 
the  first  shock  of  any  pressure  upon  the  money  market,  and  by 
strengthening  them  therefore,  we  aid  every  branch  of  industry 
throughout  the  state.  A  depression  in  the  city  necessarily  af- 
fects prices  in  the  country,  and  operates  to  the  injury  of  the 
agricultural,  as  well  as  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  in- 
terests of  the  whole  slate.  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  a 
portion  of  this  stock  might  be  disposed  of,  and  the  avails  loaned 
in  the  different  counties  of  the  state  through  the  agency  of  the 
county  loan  officers,  as  has  heretofore  been  done  on  several  oc- 
casions, to  the  great  relief  of  the  community. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  the  state,  by  the  loan  of  its  credit  in 
some  such  manner,  may,  without  incurring  any  loss  or  incon- 
venience, do  much  to  sustain  the  great  interests  of  the  people, 
if  the  necessity  for  it  should  arise;  and  I  cannot  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  measure  would  meet  with  their  cordial 
approbation. 

Being  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  energies  and  resources  of 
this  stale,  will  enable  it  to  bear  up  against  any  temporary  de- 
pression of  business  which  can  be  anticipated;  that  in  this  des- 
perate struggle  by  a  great  moneyed  power  to  perpetuate  its  own 
existence  by  the  force  of  its  pressure  upon  the  community,  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  will  he  found  to  rise,  regardless  of  mere 
pecuniary  sacrifices;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  stale  to  sinnd 
forth  in  its  strength,  and  by  the  use  of  its  credit  and  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  name,  to  shield  its  institutions  and  its  citizens  from 
harm;  I  commit  the  entire  subject  to  your  deliberate  coiipidfra- 
tion.  W.  L.  M.\RCr. 

^many,  March  23,  1834. 
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The  present  sheet  contains  important  notices  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  relation 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, final;  though  strongly  indicative  of  wliat  may  be 
expected  when  other  questions  on  the  same  subject  shall 
be  raised. 

The  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  were  ingeniously  prepared.  The 
leading — and,  indeed,  as  we  esteem  it,  the  only  question 
that  naturally  offered  itself  for  presentation,  was  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites.  But  this  was  leather  evaded  than  de- 
cided, unless  indirectly;  and,  mixed  up  with  other  things, 
the  votes  given  are  calculated  to  make  erroneous  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

A  call  for  the  previous  question  being  seconded  and 
enforced,  116  to  107,  the  pending  amendments  were  cut- 
off, and  others  were  not  admissible.  That  this  forci7i£- 
of  the  question,  and  on  the  day  that  it  was  forced,  had 
been  agreed  upon,  seems  undoubted — for  the  result  con- 
summated, it  was  freely  said,  in  advance,  would  be  at- 
tempted. Several  of  the  members,  however,  were  not 
in  the  secret— and  so  missed  an  opportunity  to  record 
their  votes. 

The  main  question,  *'that  the  public  deposites  ought 
not  to  be  restored"  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  118  to 
103— «s  will  be  seen  in  a  subsequent  page.  Those  con- 
cerning the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  investigate  its  proceedings,  &c.  do  not 
settle  any  thing-  There  are  several  against  the  rechar- 
ter who  would  vote  for  the  bank,  or  a  bank,  with  a  mo- 
dified charter;  but  the  naked  question  was  presented 
as  to  a  renewal  of  the /)?"e5e72^  charter,  and,  explanations 
not  being  permitted,  they  were  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  main  question  was  decided  on  party  grounds. 
The  distinguished  member  from  New  York,  Mr.  Laiv- 
rencey  the  candidate  of  the  party  for  mayor  of  that  city, 
has  said,  as  we  see  it  published  in  the  papers — 


"The  motion  to  return  the  deposites  is  justly  considered  an 
attack  upon  tlie  president,  and  it  is  resisted  on  that  account!" 

And  we  have  hardly  yet  met  with  an  intelligent  mem- 
ber of  the  party,  however  much  opposed  to  the  bank, 
from  constitutional  principles  or  otherwise,  who  has  not 
admitted  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  wrong; 
but  most  of  them  said,  "the  president  must  be  support- 
ed!"   We  shall  recur  to  these  matters  at  a  future  day. 

Tlie  question  on  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  made  a  par(T/  one  by  the 
**democrats  of  '98,"  because  of  a  very  generally  enter- 
tained belief,  (whether  well  or  ill  founded  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  inquire),  that  it  granted  or  refused  its  accom- 
modations to.  individuals  in  proportion  to  their  zeal  for 
or  against  the  "federal"  party.  Such  -was  the  general 
belief.  But  until  tlie  assault  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  on  the  present  bank,  who  ever  suspected 
that  it  meddled  in  politics^  Did  not  Mr.  Van  Suren, 
vice  president,  even  so  late  as  1826,  with  Mr,  Butler, 
the  present  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Jktarcy,  the  present  governor  of  New  York,  and  others 
of  tlie  highest  class  of  present  politicians,  earnestly  en- 
treat the  bank  to  establish  a  branch  at  Albany?  Would 
they  have  asked  (he  location  of  a  "monster"  in  the  midst 
of  them?  Had  it  ever  been  said  that  political  party  in- 
fluenced the  appointment  of  directors  of  the  bank,  or  its 
offices?  Was  not  the  generally  acting  president  of  the 
bank,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bidclle,  until  lately  a  "Jack- 
son man?"  Are  there  not  "Jackson  men"  even  yet  in 
all  the  offices?  Indeed  we  are  informed  that,  in  several 
of  them,  a  majority  were  "Jackson  men,"  at  tlie  time  or 
their  appointment,  and  perhaps,  yet  remain  so,  except  on  I 
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this  weighty  question!  How  was  it  in  "democratic" 
Pennsylvania  less  than  two  years  ago?  Every  body  was 
in  favor  of  the  bank!  How  with  gov.  Wolf  soma  months 
ago?  The  bank  had  not  a  better  friend  than  he  was! 
And  so  we  might  go  on  for  an  hour — but  it  is  unnecessa- 
ry. It  is  president  .7acX:so7i  who  has  caused  ihe  results  on 
the  bank  questions  to  be  made  thro'  the  force  of  political 
party.  The  bank,  admitting  nil  that  is  said  to  be  true, 
has  not,  in  our  opinion,  expended  so  much  money  in  de- 
fending herself,  as  has  been  expended  at  the  late  election 
held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  alone,  by  persons  holding 
offices  there,  that  the  "spoils  of  victory  "  may  be  and  re- 
main with  them. 

The  question  even  concerning  the  renerca/ of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  was  not  made  a  parly  one,  until  forced 
by  the  president's  veto.     The  bill  to  renew  it  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  3d  July,  1832,  107  to  85, 
many  of  the  most  sturdy  and  "entire"  friends  of  the  pre- 
sident voting  for  it,  having  passed  the  senate  on  the  11th 
of  the  preceding  month  28  to  20,  Messrs.  Dallas,  Wil- 
kins,  &c.  in  the  affirmative.    In  both  houses  there  ivere 
large  *'Jackso7i^''  majorities.     The  veto,  however,  came, 
(the  act  of  one  man  against  such   decided  votes  in  both 
houses),  on  the  lOlh  July — and  then, /or  the  first  time,  did 
the  affitirs  of  the  bank  begin  to  assume  a  political  charac- 
ter, so  far  as  the  "Jackson"  or  "anti-Jackson  parties" 
were  concerned.     And   in  further  proof,  yet,  even  yet, 
Messrs.  Dallas  and  Wilhins  voted  to  pass  the  bank  bill, 
the  veto  of  the    president    notwithstanding,  though  aa 
thorough-party  men  as  any  in  congress,  in  pursuance  of 
the  almost  unanimous  instructions  of  both  branches  of 
the  "democratic"  legislature  of  Pennsylvania!     And  it 
will  be  recollected,  that,  only  about  thirteen  months  ago, 
and  in  1833,  the  house  rejected  a  proposition  to  sell  the 
stock,  and  declared  that  it  was  a  safe  depository  of  the 
public  money — which,   however,  was  withdrawn  by  the 
president,  six  or  seven  months  alterwards — to  wit,  on  the 
1st  October,  1833. 


The  "experiment"  gathers  strength  as  it  proceeds- 
distress  is  heaped  on  distress,  loss  upon  loss,  and  bank- 
ruptcy on  bankruptcj' — without  one  ray  of  hope  to  cheer 
a  suffering  people,  unless,  in  the  majesty  of  their  own 
strength,  they  shall  arise  and  arrest  the  downward  course 
of  things.  We  have  advices  of  the  stopping  of  many  ad- 
ditional factories,  of  the  discharge  of  many  working  peo- 
ple in  numerous  employments,  and  of  a  daily  increasing 
pressure  for  money' — though  much  specie  is  now  being 
imported,  at  a  ruinous  rate,  and  in  sacrifices  of  property 
that  will  not  be  easily  recovered;  and  yet  this  specie 
seems  as  if  it  served  only  personal  purposes — not  re- 
lieving the  general  want  of  money,  because  of  the  general 
want  of  confidence.  A  severely  reduced  business  and 
the  ruin  of  business-men,  -with  the  non-employment  of 
the  laboring  classes,  is,  certainly,  reducing  the  demand 
for  money  on  business  paper  at  the  banks — but  what  are 
to  be  the  effects  of  such  reductions?  Let  reflecting  men 
think  of  them! 

Evil  reports  are  started  as  to  the  condition  of  many  of 
the  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  &c.  and  runs  have 
been  made  upon  them,  without  reasonable  cause.  But 
the  Washington  city  papers  have  the  following  official 
announcement  of  the  failure  of  another  bank.  The  effect 
is,  that  the  notes  of  all  the  District  banks  are  refused  in 
this  city,  for  the  present 

The  lank  of  Waslilnp,lon  announces  to  the  public  its  inabih'tjr 
to  continue,iror  the  present,  specie  payments.  In  adopting  tbig 
necessitous  .Tnd  unpleasant  course,  the  directors  confidently 
assert,  that  the  affairs  of  the  institution  are  safe,  and  capable  to 
meet  all  its  pngagcments.  Under  the  penera!  distrust  which 
prevnils,  the  bank  is  rclnctantly  compelled  to  declare  its  inabi- 
lity longer  to  discrharce  its  rneagements,  for  the  present,  in  gold 
and  silver.  It  will  procerd  to  collect  its  mcaps  as  fast  as  the 
times  will  authorise,  and  fairly  and  fully  pay  all  its  creditors: 
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ajid  In  tfiifl,  enifre  confidonee  nmy  be  reposed.  By  the  unani- 
mous order  of  the  board,  Jl.  C.  Weightman,  cashier. 

Jipril  li,  1834. 

We  have  always  untlerstood  that  this  bank  was  pru- 
dently managed — but  banks  are  like  individuals.  Nei- 
tiier  property  nor  -credit  avails  much,  in  this  season  of" 
pressure;  and  many  that  could  have  paid  iheir  debts  ten 
dollars  for  oue,  a  year  ago,  are  now  hard  put  to  it  to  pay 
iiiem  at  all. 

(Jj^^The  following  article  was  prepared  for  last  week's  Re- 
GisTEB. — but  deferred  for  want  of  room. 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  the  question  as  to  a  I'esto- 
ration  of  the  public  depositeiJ  was  suffered  to  run  into 
that  ttoneerning  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present 
btuik  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  the  will  of  the 
friends  of  a  national  bank  that  it  should  have  been  so^ 
but  the  other  party,  in  pursuit  of  its  original  design  to 
destroy  tlie  present  bank,  with  a  general  view,  perhaps, 
to  the  estal}lisliment  of  a  political  one,  forced  the  con- 
nexion, and  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  by  the  presi- 
dent, rallied  this  party,  and  pushed  it  into  action  against 
the  currency  of  the  country.  And  if  this  shall  not  prove 
sufficient,  the  power  of  the  veto  is  held  in  reserve! 

Some  gentlemen  have  said  that  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, without  a  renewal,  or  extension,  of  the  charter 
of  tlie  bank,  would  do  no  good.  "With  certain  of  these 
we  feel  great  delicacy  in  dissenting — ^but  still  must  dis- 
sent. A  simple  restoration  of  the  deposites  might  not 
nmch,  if  any,  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  money  mai-ket 
by  enabling  tl)e  bank  to  discount  more  freely — but,  serv- 
ing as  a  pledge  that  the  bank  would  not  be  disturbed  in 
rts  rightful  and  necessary  operations,  though  a  resolution 
be  manifest  that  it  sliall  die  a  natural  death  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  its  charter,  the  bank  will  calculate 
her  means  and  freel}^  use  them,  with  greater  safety  to  her- 
self, and  the  great  effect  be  a  restoration  of  public  confi- 
DKNCE,  whicli  would  relieve  the  present  sudden  and  se- 
rere  pressuie,  and  enable  persons  in  business,  also,  to 
make  calculations  on  their  means,  with  a  view  to  a  libe- 
nal  use  of  them  for  the  time  being,  and  a  gradual  gather- 
ing-in  of  them  as  future  circumstances  should  indicate 
the  necessity  of  doing.  But,  without  such  restoration,  the 
war,  as  it  may  well  be  called,  of  "the  government" 
against  the  bank,  by  compelling  the  bank  to  defend  her- 
self, and  each  of  her  branches,  (not  knowing  wheie  an 
assault  may  be  made),  so  acts  and  must  act,  for  self-pre- 
servation, as  to  forbid  full  confidence  in  money  transac- 
tions, until,  perhaps,  the  last  year  in  which  it  will  be  per- 
mitted to  do  business  in  winding  up  its  concerns;  and  we 
see  no  possible  way  in  which  this  state  of  things  can  be 
speedily  and  safely  changed,  in  the  relations  at  present 
existing  between  the  government  and  the  bank:  for  those 
causes  which  forbid  the  free  operations  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  affect  all  the  state  banks  in  the  same 
manner — and  the  possessor  of  the  best  paper  which  can 
be  made  has  no  certainty  that  he  can  obtain  an  accommo- 
dation upon  it,  as  heretofore.  And  although  it  is  the 
fashion  to  accuse  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  of  causing 
the  pi'essurc,  though  as  we  have  said  in  another  place, 
the  line  of  its  discounts  has  not  been  so  much  reduced  as 
the  line  of  its  deposites,  since  October  last*' — 'the  truth  is, 
that  the  state  banks,  in  general,  and  other  money-lend- 
ing institutions,  have  reduced  their  discounts  at  a  more 
rapid  rate.  And  in  gov.  JMarcy^s  late  message  it  is 
stated  that  the  67  banks  in  New  York,  under  charge  of 
the  commissioners  of  tlie  safety  fund,  have  reduced  their 
circulation  three  millions,  since  the  1st  of  January  last! — 
but  the  circulation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is 
greeiter  now  than  it  was  in  October. 

The  action  of  "the  government"  against  the  bank  be- 
gan in  the  president's  message  to  congress  of  7th  Dec. 


•Loans,  Oct.  1,  1833, 
April  1, 1834, 


00,094,20-2 
54,806,817 


Reduction  of  loans,  .$5,287,385 

Deposites,  Oct.  1,  1833,    public, 
private, 


9,868,435 
8,008,8(32 


Aprin,1834,      public, 
private, 


17,877,2'J7 
2,032.Sf)(; 
75l()(),228 
10,a9!),(l'J} 


Reduction  of  dcpoiiles, 


$7,778,203 


1829.  It  was  even  then  thought  by  him  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  a  winding-up  of  its  affairs  should  be  looked 
to — and  yet  the  bank  is  blamed  for  the  pressure,  because 
of  a  present  curtailment  of  its  discounts  at  a  less  rate  than 
the  cuvtaibnent  of  its  deposites!  What  can  be  done  by 
the  bank  to  appease  its  enemies !  There  is  no  pleasing~ 
eitlier  by  discounting  freely, or  in  withliolding  discounts! 
It  was  said  to  be  an  unsafe  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  is  yet  charged,  on  high  authority,  with  having 
an  ability  to  relieve  the  money  market,  and  of  refusing 
to  do  it! 

Such  wretched  inconsistencies  in  times  of  less  excite- 
ment than  the  present,  would  cause  one  to  suspect  the 
sanity  of  those  who  are  guilty  of  them.  Yesterday,  the 
bank  was  "a  reptile  to  be  crushed  at  •wiW — to  day,  it  is  a 
'■'■  monster, "^"^  and  its  president  the  '■'■money-king!*' 

But  this  is  manifest,  that,  without  a  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites,  and  of  the  public  cojjfidence  which 
would  flow  from  that  measure,  the  present  evils  must  be 
increased,  so  far  as  they  shall  depend  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank — 'for,  having  no  favor  to  expect  of  "the 
government,"  it  must^  begin  a  serious  retirement  of  its 
business.  On  the  first  of  March  last,  its  discoants 
amounted  to  56  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  then  had  48 
months  only  to  close  its  affairs,  being  allowed  2  years  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  charter  for  that  purpose.  To 
meet  the  case  the  discount  line  must  be  reduced  nearly 
$1,200,000  a  month,  or  exactly  fourteen  millions  a  year, 
for  these  4  years.  Has  any  one  calculated  the  effects  of 
such  a  reduction?  From  whence  will  the  needful  supply 
of  "money"  be  obtained?  The  supply  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed, without  great  public  and  private  sacrifices  of  proper- 
ty or  credit.  Indeed,  we  fear  that  it  cannot  be  ol>tained 
at  all  in  "money"  to  be  regarded  as  the  equivalent  of  coin. 
But,  if  in  this  pressure  the  bank  shall  force  the  payment 
of  the  debts  due  to  it,  what  will  result? 

With  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  in  our  humble  opi- 
nion, this  great  good  might  be  accomplished,  without 
any  I'egard  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  or  the  establish- 
ment of  another  national  bank — The  bank,  for  its-  own 
interest,  would  endeavor  to  collect  its  debts  with  all  pos- 
sible rapidity  consistent  with  a  due  regard  for  the  conve- 
niency,  or  solvency,  of  its  debtors;  and  if,  towards  the  ex- 
■piration  of  the  time  allowed  for  closing  its  concerns,  it 
should  appear  that  its  debts  cannot  be  collected  without 
causing  great  public  distress,  a  brief  indulgence  might 
be  expected  as  to  time,  in  the  same  manner  and  spirit  As 
the  bank  shall  feel  it  necessary  to  indulge  her  debtors. 
But  as  things  are,  and  without  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, the  bank  cannot  hope  for  any  such  indulgence  on 
the  part  of  "the  government,"  nor  extend  its  indulgence 
to  others. 

As  to  the  public  deposites — the  sum  of  them  may  not 
long  be  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  bank  or  the 
pultlic,  speaking  of  them  with  regard  to  their  amount  in 
dollars,  only. 

It  will  be  recollected  tliat,  some  months  ago,  we  laugh- 
ed at  the  fears  of  the  tvise  ones,  as  to  the  vast  heaps  of  mo- 
ney that  would  remain  locked  up  in  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  selected  banks!  Certain  of  these 
wise  ones,  we  think,  in  about  September  last,  ajjprehend- 
ed  that  some  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars  would 
remain  as  surplus  funds,  and  they  did'nt  "know  what  in 
the  mischief"  to  do  with  them !  AVe  told  them  to  "keep 
cool" — but  were  thought  reckless  when  we  s«iggested  it 
as  being  within  the  range  of  possibility,  that  the  calls 
upon  the  treasury,  in  the  year  1834,  might  not  be  satisfi- 
ed as  they  ouglit,  without  borrowing  money!  W^ell— 
soon  after  we  had  the  president's  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  of  congress,  and  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury's annual  report,  both  of  which  contained  exhorta- 
tions to  kee\)  down  the  amount  of  the  appropriations, 
shewing  it  was  pi-obable  that  it  would  be  "touch  and  go" 
between  the  expenditures  and  the  receipts,  and  that  a 
small  balance  of  available  funds  only  would  remain  in 
the  treasury.  The  wise  ones  rubbed  their  eyes,  and  read 
these  parts  of  tlie  message  and  report  twice  over,  and 
won(k'rc'd  and  wondered,  saying  "how  can  this  be?" 
^Ve  liad  staled  vvhy  it  would  or  might  be — but  were  not 
"dcnidcratic"  enough  to  be  believed;  it  then  being  the 
will  of  the  |)arty  that  the  peo])le  should  be  alarmed  at  the 
excess  of  money  tliat  iimst  remain  idle  in  the  treasury! 
The  reason  of  tilings,  with  the  increased  expenditures, 
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and,  in  some  cases,  prodigal  uses  of  the  public  money 
(instance  in  the  post  office  department),  uwre  all  disre- 
garded'— 'the  people  were  to  be  7na(le  to  believe  that  llie 
treasury  would  become  oppressive  by  its  repletion! 

We  have  recurred  to  this  subject  on  seeing  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  the  newspapers: 

The  revenue  of  l!o,-st(in  from  Jjvnnary  Ist  to  December  .'ilst. 

1832,  was  $'5,424,839  35;  Irom  January  lyt  lo  December  31.sl, 

1833,  $'3,8iJ5,036  71.  Tlie  revenue  arising  on  niereliandise  im- 
poried  from  January  1st  lo  Marcli  3lst  of  this  year,  $042,200  00 
— during  liie  same  time  last  year,  ,'tT'91'^,6U0  00.  Tlie  number  of 
Ibreii^n  arrivals  up  lo  Marcli  3lst,  1834,  150;  during  ilie  same 
time  last  year,  153 — the  number  of  Ibreigri  clearances  for  llie 
same  lime  this  year  170 — tiie  clearances  last  year  during  the 
corresponding  time,  was  158. 

Tills  s'levvs  a  reduction  of  tlie  revenue  at  Boston,  1832 
being  compared  with  1833,  in  the  sum  of  1,529,80.3  dol- 
lars;  and  yet  further  a  reduction  in  the  first  quaiter  of 
1834  compared  with  tliat  of  1833,  of  271,400  dollars,  or 
at  the  rate  of  $1,085,000  for  the  yeai — which  if  maintain- 
ed, will  give  only  $2, 809,430  in  1834,  to  be  compared 
with  $5,424,839,  in  1832— difference  $2,615,409. 

An  important  report  of  the  state  of  the  United  States 
bank,  on  the  1st  of  April,  has  been  made.  It  shews  that 
the  bank,  instead  of  acting  to  increase  the  pressure,  has 
acted  to  relieve  it — the  line  of  the  discounts,  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  deposites,  being  reduced  nearly 
three  millions  less  since  the  1st  October,  1833!  And  also 
shewing  that  the  present  state  of  the  balances  with  tlie 
state  banks  was  2,195,489  dollars  on  the  1st  instant,  in 
favor  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  bank,  how- 
ever, is  about  to  begin  a  reduction  of  its  discounts. 
This  report  was  received  too  late  for  the  present  num- 
ber of  the  Register. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
Tuesday  last,  refused  leave  to  print  an  amendment  to  the 
appropriation  bill,  offered  by  Mr.  Vance,  by  whicli  it  is 
proposed  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  many  officers  of  the 
United  States,  (beginning  with  the  the  president,  and 
ending  with  the  tide  waiters,  including  clerks  in  all  pub- 
lic offices,  and  agents  and  sub-agents  of  all  sorts),  thirty- 
three  percent.  For  the  leave  105,  against  it  67 — two- 
thirds  being  required,  the  leave  was  not  granted.  See 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  present  is  an  auspicious  season  for  this  glorious 
"retrenchment!"     The  "East  Room"  ?s  furnished — the 
bare   mention   of  which  a  few  years  ago,  threw  all    the 
friends  of  economy  into  "the  horrors,"  though  a  wilful 
falsehood — and   we  see  it  stated  that  plates  of  gold  are 
used  at  Washington;  and  now  let  us  have  a  little  of  the 
long  and  loudly   promised  "reform!"     A  reduction   of 
thirty-three  percent,  on  the  salaries  of  the  army  of  public 
officers,  would  be  of  infinite  service  in  pui'ging  the  poli- 
tical atmosphere,  and,  we  hope,  will  be  effected.    We  do 
not  see  why  these  should  be  set  aside  as  a  pHvileged  class, 
a  pecidiar  people,  rioting  on  the  distress  of  the  farmers  and 
mechanics  and  other  honest  men,  and  insulting  honorable 
labor  in  the  "spoils"  made  upon  it.  It  would  also  tend  to 
preserve  the  purit)"^  of  our  elections,  or  at  least  diminish 
the  amount  of  frauds  committed.     We  iiave  seen  it  re- 
peatedly said  that  these  highly  favored  persons  have  been 
sometimes  assessed  as  high  as  10  per  cent,  on  their  sala- 
ries for  electioneering  purposes,  and  compelled  to  pay  it, 
under  the  fear  of  being  dismissed!*  Now  the  full  bat- 
talion employed  at  the  N.  York  custom  house,  (323  men), 
receive  340,000  dollars  a  year — 10  per  cent,  on  which, 
for  obtaining-  or  making  votes,  is  34,000  dollars;  but   if 
their   aggregate    salaries    be   reduced   one-third,    or   to 
227,000  dollars,  the  election  money,  at  the  same  rale  of 
assessment,  will  amount  only  to  22,700  dollars!       How 
many  perjuries  may  be  prevented  by  this  retrenchment! 
In  Baltimore,  the    pay  of  the    custom  house  officers  is 
only  about  $45,000 — and  some  of  them,  we  are  certain, 
do  not  submit  to  the  assessment  above  stated;  but  others 
are  exceedingly  busy  in  all  electioneering  matters,  and 
appear  to  spend  money  frt-ely.     We  may  see  how  it  will 
be  under  a  tbirty-lliree  and  a  third  per  cent,  reduction  of 
tlieir  salaries.     But  even    then  a  few   of  them  will  pos- 
sibly receive  from  10  to  20   dollars  an  hour,  for  every 
hour  actually  employed  in  the  business  of  the  customs. 

^Soine  few  liowever.  to  their  honor  be  it  said  we  are  sure 
have  refused  to  pay  their  assessment  fur  eorruplion. 


The  ajipreciated  value  of  money  will  justify  the  pro- 
posed reductions*^ — and  if  "wc  the  people'*''  niust  suffer 
under  "the  experiment,"  let  the  public  oncers  partake 
of  our  fare;  let  the  same  measure  be  meted  to  them 
which  is  meted  to  ns.  If  this  matter  shall  fail  in  the 
house,  it  will,  certainly,  pass  the  senate,  through  the 
able  supjioit  of  col.  jienton,  in  that  l)ody — without  it, 
he,   surely,   will  not  vole  for  any  appropriation  bill. 

V/e  heartily  thank  Mr.  Vance  for  his  amendment  of- 
fered to  the  appi-opriation  bill,  as  above  stated.  Jl  mighty 
good  will  be  effected  by  its  JKissage;  and  ive  luive  a  strong 
hope  titat  it  -a-ill  Z>^,  or  that  the  bill,  itself,  tvill  fail\  Tho 
times  ref|nire  energy,  and  it  will  not  be  wanting.  Under 
such  a  reduction  of  salaries,  the  ins  will  be  less  zealous 
to  retain  what  they  liave,  and  onts  less  anxious  to  get 
their  noses  into  the  public  trough;  and  the  people,  les9 
disturbed  by  tlie  squealings  of  both  parties,  the  grunters 
here  and  tlie  grunters  there,  will  more  quietly  attend 
to  their  own  business,  and  more  clearly  discern  the  true 
interests  of  the  country.  The  proposed  reduction  is  «l8o 
just.  The  salaries  were  increased,  some  years  Ago,  be- 
cause of  the  depreciated  value  of  money,  compared  with 
the  cost  of  subsistence,  Sec.  and  now  ought  to  be  reduced 
on  account  of  the  appreciated  value  of  money.  The  wa- 
ges of^ -working  people  have  fallen,  or  will  fall,  more  than 
one  -third — and  so  should  the  wages  of  the  pnblic  officerst 


We  noticed  some  time  ago,  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial to  congress,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, signed  "by  sundry  merchants  and  traders  from 
the  interior  of  the  United  States  then  [1st  March,  1834] 
in  Philadelphia."  As  a  matter  of  information,  and  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  number  of  such  merchants  sometimes  pre- 
sent in  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  it  may  be  mention- 
ed, that  the  number  of  the  signers  of  this  memorial  is 
about  280;  but  what  allowances  should  be  made  for  others 
who,  thougn  then  in  the  city,  either  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity to^sign  or  refused  to  sign  this  memorial,  we  6annot 
pretend  to  guess. 

The  residences  of  the  gentlemen  are  given,  and  the 
following  is  their  distribution,  viz:  Kentucky  125,  Mis- 
souri 23,  Tennessee  21,  Ohio  44,  Pennsylvania  10,  Illi- 
nois 5,  Virginia  6,  Indiana  17,  Louisiana  I,  Mississippi, 
7,  Alabama  5,  Connecticut  2,  New  York  2,  Delaware  1, 
Massachusetts  1,  North  Carolina  2,  Georgia  1,  &g. 

The  particulars  of  the  instruction  io  Isaac  JMcKirriy 
esq.  one  of  the  Maryland  delegation  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  page.  To 
the  best  of  our  recollection,  this  is  the  first  regular  trans- 
action of  its  kind  that  has  happened — wherein  a  large 
majority  of  the  bona  fide  voters  of  a  district  have  so  act- 
ed. It  is,  on  this  account,  specially  worthy  of  a  record. 
The  "instruction"  was  presented  to  Mr.  McKim  on 
Thursday  last  week,  and,  though  it  was  a  matter  of  consi- 
derable notoriety  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  force 
a  decision  on  the  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  following  da}\ 
through  the  agency  of  the  previous  question,  he  so  far 
respected  the  voice  of  his  constituents  as  to  decline  vot- 
ing, and  to  ])roceed  to  Baltimore,  for  a  more  close  inves- 
tigation of  the  facts  slated.  On  the  list  of  names  are 
hundreds  of  persons  who  voted  for  Mr.  McKim — bat 
who  had  not,  at  that  time,  appreciated  the  effect  of  a  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites. 

We  copy  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  le- 
gislature of  New  York,  on  gov.  JT/o/'t-w's  special  message, 
inserted  in  our  last,  with  the  bill  annexed — 'which  we 
supjiose  has  become  a  law.  The  opponents  of  this  law- 
say  that  it  "mortgages"  the  state;  and  the  10th  section 
looks  very  mui=h  like  it.  We  think  tiiat  we  never  before 
knew  a  similar  principle  recognized.  If  the  money,  or 
credit,  borrowed,  is  not  paid  by  the  borrowers,  it  seems 
tfiat  the  deficit  is  to  be  made  up  by  a  general  tax  on  the 
county  in  which  the  deficiency  happens,  with  interest  and 
costs!  Those  concerned  will  refer  to  it,  and  see  if  our 
reading  is  a  correct  one. 

fTlie  project  is  al.«o  to  reduce  the  per  diem  of  mcrnbers  of  con- 
gttiss  from  8  to  6  dollars. 
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Mr.  fVise  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Vh'ginia,  has  addressed  a  brief  letter  to  his  con- 
stituents, on  account  of  his  absence  when  the  votes  on  the 
resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  were  taken  on  the  4th  inst. 

He  saysthat  he  had  proceeded  to  Baltimore  to  meet  his 
family— they  had  not  arrived  as  he  expected,  and  he  re- 
mained to  receive  them,  not  apprehensive  that  the  ^'goo- 
law"  would  so  soon  be  again  applied.  He  adds,  that  if 
he  had  been  present,  he  should  have  voted  against  the 
previous  question,  and  for  the  resolution  of  Mr.  If'ilde, 
declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in- 
sufficient, &c.  if  the  previous  question  had  not  been  car- 
ried— that,  though  he  disapproves  of  the  charter  of  the 
present  bank,  he  "should  iiave  voted  against  the  ^s.t  re- 
solution of  the  committee,  declaring  "that  th«  bank  of 
United  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered,"  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  bank  siiould  be  rechartered  under 
various  modifications." 

Adding — • 

I  should  have  voted  against  the  second  resolution  declaring; 
"that  the  public  depofiles  ought  not  to  be  reslori  d,"  &c.  and 
against  the  third,  declaring  that  the  state  banka  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  jilaces  of  deposite,"  he.  and  I  slionhl  have 
voted/or  the  fourth  resolution,  ordering  an  investigation  into  the 
conduct  and  concerns  of  the  bank  of  (he  United  Stale?,  and  an 
inquiry  into  its  alleged  corruptions,  abuses  and  malpractices, 
not  only  because,  if  such  corruptions,  abuses  and  malpractices 
exiet,  I  wish  them  exposed  and  corrected,  but  mainly  because  F 
desire  all  the  light  to  be  revealed  which  can  possibly  be  ^hed  on 
this  vexed  subject,  that  we  may  see  and  remedy  the  defects, 
and  know  and  avoid  tI)B  dangers  of  this  present  bank  and  its 
administration,  in  creating  any  similar  institution  which  may 
hereafter.,  and  which  I  hope  will  hereafter,  be  incorporated. 

Having  thus  discharged  a  duty  to  myself  in  warding  off  any 
unjust  imputation  which  might  have  been  made,  of  skulking 
from  my  post  in  times  like  these,  when  the  country  expects 
"every  man  to  do  his  duty,"  and  my  duty  to  you  by  putting  you 
in  possession  of  my  votes  and  opinions  which  were  concealed 
by  my  absence,  I  will  conclude  by  saying,  that,  though  the  laws 
and  the  constitution  be  hard  pressed  upon  by  abuses  of  the 
powers  of  government,  tolerated  by  a  blind  party  spirit,  yet  there 
is  a  rebounding  elasticity  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  which 
will  react  and  restore  all  tilings  to  their  wonted  equilibrium. 
The  peojf)ic  must  guard  and  preserve  that  spirit  now,  by  their 
own  vigilance  and  majesty. 

Under  a  due  sense  of  responsibility  and  obligation,  I  am,  fel- 
low citizens,  your  humble  servant,  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Waskington,  Jlpril  5,  18.34. 

Mr.  Turnery  one  of  the  delegation  from  Maryland  in 
congress,  and  representing  Baltimore  and  Hartford  coun- 
ties, has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  public  wherein  he  speaks 
freely,  and  well,  of  some  remarks  in  the  '■^government 
papery"  SiS  he  calls  the  "Globe,"  iri  which  he  has  been 
treated  with  much  disrespect,  for  his  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  time  was,  when  the  official  paper,  conducted  by 
S^entlemeii,  however  much  its  editors  might  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  members  of  congress  on  particular  points,  n?- 
ver  forgot  the  courtesy  due  to  the  honorable  place  held 
by  them,  unless  in  personal  defence,  and  not  often  even 
under  such  circumstances— but  noiv  any  refusal  to  go  all 
lengths  with  "the  governmeut" — seems  a  sufficient  jus- 
tification for  the  editor  of  the  official  print  to  treat  mem- 
bers of  congress  as  he  would  a  political  opponent  at  a 
gathering  of  persons  in  a  kl  roads  tavern,  at  night. 

Mr.  Turner  states  that  he  always  thought  the  removal 
of  the  depositcs  would  be  productive  of  ruinous  conse- 
quences— that  the  measure  was  "a  rash  experiment," 
and  that,  though  he  had  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
present  chief  magisti-ate,  he  could  not  sustain  him  in  this 
proceeding.  He  also  says  that  though  he  imhesitatingly 
voted  against  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present 
bank,  he  would  vote  for  a  national  bank,  modified  and 
improved,  &c. 

Mr.  Heathy  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  voted  with 
Mr.  Turnery  on  the  naked  proposition  concerning  the 
rechartcr  of  the  bank — but  would  renew  its  charter,  we 
understand,  with  certain  modifications.  The  screxvs  of 
the  previous  question,  however,  and  the  address  of  the 
anti'bank  committee,  in  framing  and  dove-tailing  the  re- 
solutions, forbade  an  explanation,  and  causes  the  vote  on 
this  question  to  appear  in  a  false  light. 

The  "Alexandria  Gazette,"  with  reference  to  the  late 
speech  of  Mr.  JMcDnffie,  gives  us  to  understand  that  he 


announced  a  determination  to  retire  from  public  service, 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wilde's  speech  in  the  house  of  representatives,  irs 
favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  fills  the  four 
capacious  pages,  (less  one  column,  of  the  "National  In- 
telligencer"), of  Wednesday  last  week  !  It  concludes  as 
follows — 

We  are  tohl  this  "experiment"  will  not  be  abandoned  what, 
ever  may  be  the  consequences,  until  it  has  been  tried  and  fails. 

And  what  sort  of  experiment  is  it?  The  president  has  the  agri- 
culture, coiiiniercc,  manufactures  and  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try with  a  large  portion  of  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of  twelve 
millions  of  pcojile  in  his  crucible.  It  is  on  the  subterranean  fire 
of  the  palace,  and  we  can  all  discern  through  the  smoke,  what 
alehfinyst  it  is,  that  promises  to  extract  a  metallic  currency 
out  of  misery,  and  ruin,  and  to  restore  the  golden  age.  The 
cries  of  the  wretches  whose  substance  is  consuming  in  this 
M  itches  caldron,  are  drowned  by  the  attendant  spirits  in  bursts  of 
mockiiig  lanchtrr,  mixtd  with  taunts  and  bitter  irony.  Ore 
gibbering  elf  traces  a  caricature  upon  the  walls,  and  calls  it 
"panic  day."  a  voice  of  uneaillily  music,  sweet  and  scornful 
as  the  accents  of  Archangel  ruined,  rings  in  the  sufferer's  ears 
the  ."icoffing  exhortation,  ^'■groan  shivers  groanP^*  while  the 
guardian  angels  of  llie  treatury,  unable  to  be  heard  amid  the 
din,  hold  up  a  mighty  icroll  labelled  "bank  investigation." 

Perhaps  no  two  other  persons  in  the  United  States 
stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  worthy  and  intelligent 
men,  than  James  JVladison  and  TVi Hi om  White.  The  first 
is  the  father  of  our  const! tntion,  and  entered  the  84th 
year  of  his  age  on  the  16th  of  Mnrch  last.  The  second 
is  the  father  of  the  Pi'otestant  Episcopal  church  in  Ame- 
rica, being  its  first  bishop,  and  said  also  to  be  the  oldest 
Protestat>t  bishop  living,  entered  his  87th  year  on  the  4th 
instant.  Though  the  bodily  strength  of  these  illustrious 
men  (as  well  as  that  of  judge  J\larshall,  who  must  be 
placed  in  their  rank),  is  much  lessened,  their  power  of 
mind  does  not  appear  to  be  diminished.  It  would  be 
worth  a  journey  f^rom  Boston  to  Washington,  to  see  the 
three  named  all  together!  Such  a  trio  of  talent  and  cha- 
racter and  goodness,  has  not,  perhaps,  ever  yet  met. 

We  have  only  a  few  and  partial  returns  of  the  Virginia 
elections.  So  far  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  mate- 
rial change  in  the  political  character  of  the  members  of 
the  legislature  chosen.  We  shall  have  many  returns  for 
our  next. 

The  New  York  local  or  town  elections  have  just  been 
or  are  about  to  be  held.  In  the  opposing  accounts,  it  is 
hard  to  ascertain  the  truth — but  it  would  appear  that 
there  has  heen  a  great  rallying  against  the  general  admi- 
nistration, and  that  of  the  state  government.  We  shall 
know  the  real  state  of  things  in  a  few  days,  the  N.  York 
city  election  for  mayor,  &c.  being  now  over. 

The  New  York  city  election  for  mayor,  aldermen,  &c. 
commenced  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  continued  on 
Wednesday  and  concluded  on  Thursday.  We  cannot 
know  the  result  until  this  evening  (Saturday),  and,  of 
course,  too  late  for  this  paper.  We  have  some  account 
of  what  happened  on  Tuesday,  and  as  late  as  ^  past  I 
o'clock  on  Wednesday,  which  we  shall  briefly  notice. 

It  rained  heavily,  and  sometimes  in  torrents,  on  Tues- 
day, but  it  had  no  effect  to  reduce  the  temperament  of 
the  people,  and  the  extraordinary  number  of  20,257 
votes  were  polled  on  that  day,  being  6,416  more  than 
was  polled  on  the  1st  day  in  1832,  and  3,000  more  than 
in  the  three  days  of  the  November  election,  1833. 

From  "what  we  have  heretofore  briefly  mentioned,  our 
readers  will  have  entertained  some  idea  of  the  arrange- 
ment, resolution  and  energy  of  the  parlies  to  this  con- 
test— but  the  reality  has  gone  far  beyond  any  thing  that 
we  expected.  The  parties  seem  to  have  been  engsiged 
in  a  death  struggle:  \.\\q  public  officers  and  all  their  dejjen- 
(lents,  with  the  friends  of  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments, on  the  one  side — and  the  merchants  and  traders, 
and  mechanics,  and  opponents  of  the  geneial  and  state 
governments,  on  the  other.  Business  of  all  sorts  was 
nearly  suspended^ — at  12  M.  the  flag  of  the  union  was 
hoisted  each  day  on  tlie  excliange,  the  building  was  then 
deserted,  and  the  stores  in  all  prtrts  of  the  city  generally 
closed,  that  every  man  might  go  to  the  polls! 


*Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  senate. 
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At  most  of  the  wards  in  which  tlie  auli-Jacksoti  men 
expected  a  majority,  the  chctioii  proceeded  as  peaceably 
as  could  have  been  hoped  in  such  a  state  of  excitement — 
but  in  the  6th  and  lllh  wards  tliere  was  much  violence 
ami  coiifusion.  The  former  has  sometimes  been  called  the 
office-holders  ward,  being  the  residence  of  many  of  them, 
and  the  latter  is  thought  to  be  the  strongest  in  their  fa- 
vor. In  the6lh,  "the  party"  commenced  with  a  general 
attack  on  the  committee  room  of  their  opponents,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  it,  tearing  down  the  banners,  and 
destroying  the  ballots,  &c.  Many  were  armed  with 
bhidgeons,  and  some  with  knives.  They  were  headed  by 
HD  ex-alderman— and  knocked  down  about  20  persons,  one 
man  was  reported  killed,*  and  several  injured,  one  so 
much  so  that  he  was  carried  off  lifeless,  but,  recovering, 
he  again  took  his  place  at  the  polls.  The  mayor  was  call- 
ed upon  for  aid,  but  said  that  he  could  not  render  it,  all 
his  force  being  already  on  duty.  In  this  emergency,  a 
meeting  was  called  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  and  four  thou- 
sand "Whigs"  attended  it.  Geu,  Hobert  Bogardxis,  was 
called  to  the  chair  and  the  following  resolutions  passed: 

Whereas  the  authority  of  the  pouce  of  the  oily  has  been  set 
at  defiance  by  a  band  of  hirelings,  mercenaries  and  bullies  in 
ihe  6th  ward,  and  the  lives  of  our  follow  citizens  put  in  jeo- 
pardy; *^nd  whereas  it  is  evident  that  we  are  in  a  slate  of  an 
ARCUY  which  requires  the  prompt  and  efficient  interposition  of 
every  friend  of  good  order  who  is  disposed  to  sustain  ihe  con- 
stitution and  the  laws — therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  preseivelhe  peace  of  the  city,  and 
especially  of  the  6lh  ward,  the  friends  of  the  constitution  and 
the  liberties  of  the  citizen,  will  meet  at  this  place,  (Masonic 
Hall),  to-morrow,  (Wednesday  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  and 
repair  to  llie  6th  ward  poll,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  open 
to  ALL  VOTERS  Until  such  time  as  the  official  autliorities  may 
"procure  a  sufficient  number  of  special  constables  to  preserve 
the  public  peace." 

^^Resolved,  That  while  at  the  6th  ward  poll,  those  who  are 
not  residents  thereof,  will  not  take  any  part  in  the  election,  but 
simply  act  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  until  such  times  as  tlie 
MAJESTY  OF  THE  LAWS  Shall  be  acknowledged  and  respected," 

Various  other  proceedings  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  peace  were  had— -and  many  special  constables  ap- 
pointed on  the  ensuing  morning,  &c.  A  large  meeting 
was  again  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  at  ^  past  7,  A.  M. 
on  Wednesday,  when  it  was  plainly  to  be  seen  that  order 
would  be  preserved  by  the  application  of  force,  if  need- 
ed. Particular  bodies  of  men  were  rallied  and  prepared, 
and  the  mayor,  sheriff,  &c.  exerted  themselves,  being  in 
attendance  at  the  6th  ward;  and,  though  another  great 
effort  was  made  to  bring  about  a  general  riot,  and  many 
stones  were  thrown  and  bludgeons  used,  the  force  pre- 
sent put  it  down,  and  at  1  o'clock  (Wednesday),  the  polls 
were  of  easy  access  to  voters.  Several  rioters,  (chiefly 
Irishmen),  were  arrested  and  sent  to  prison — though  vio- 
lent attempts  to  rescue  them  were  made,  in  which  per- 
sons, who  ought  to  be  regarded  as  gentlemen,  were  con- 
cerned.    But  they  were  defeated. 

At  tlie  lllh  ward  the  "Jackson"  men  had  two  private 
entrances  to  the  poll  room,  which  they  exclusively  used 
for  their  own  friends,  blocking  up  the  public  entrance! 
These  proceedings  caused  a  great  excitement — ^and  mea- 
sures were  taking  to  have  the  private  entrances  closed. 

Several  persons  appear  to  have  been  stabbed— one  of 
them  it  was  feared  would  die,  being  struck  in  the  bowels. 

The  estimates  as  to  the  state  of  the  polls  before  the 
ballots  are  counted,  cannot  to  be  relied  on — and  both  par- 
ties suppose  that  they  have  the  majority. 

P.  S.  We  have  accounts  from  New  York  to  \  past  1 
o'clock  on  Thursday,  At  about  12  o'clock,  a  large  body 
of  Irishmen,  armed  with  bludgeons  and  stones,  marched 
in  a  body  to  attack  the  aiiti-Jackson  committee,  meeting 
in  the  Masonic  Hall !  The  mayor,  sheriff,  &c.  vitha 
strong  posse  of  constables,  repaired  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion. The  mayor  held  up  his  stafl",  and  commanded  the 
peace — 'but  was  answered  with  a  shower  of  stones  and 
other  missiles.  The  herd  rushed  on — the  mayor  and 
sheriff  were  assailed— 'numbers  of  ruffians  rushed  into 
the  hall,  and  put  the  defenceless  committee  to  rout— • 
they  fled  for  their  lives!  They  knocked  down,  and  are 
believed  to  have  killed  several  persons  in  the  street! 
The  mayor  was  badly  injured.  After  this,  the  mob  at- 
tempted to  gain  the  arsenal — -but  the  citizens  anticipated 
them,  and  kept  them  off;  and,  at  the  latest  moment  of  our 

*He  was,  however,  yet  living,  at  the  latest  date. 


advices,  the  officers  at  the  arsenal  tocre  passing  out  arms 
to  the  citizens,  to  sufjpress  the  rioters. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  account — hastily  written, 
and,  no  doubt,  under  much  excitement.  The  stores  in 
Broadway  were  closed — and  llie  riot  continued,  to  end 
we  know  not  how.  Several  peace  officers  were  much 
hurt. 

On  the  second  da)  9,271  additional  votes  were  polled. 

The  present  governor  of  Connecticxit,  Mr.  Edwards, 
was  elected  last  year  by  the  "Jackson"  party  in  the 
state;  but,  from  the  accounts  before  us,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  /"'wo/,  (anti-Jackson)  at  present  a  member  of  con- 
gress, has  ousted  Mr.  E.  with  a  majority  unprecedented 
since  the  rise  of  present  parties  in  that  state.  It  is  said 
that  only  one  "Jackson  man"  has  been  returned  to  the 
state  senate,  and  that  the  house  of  representatives  will 
be  from  two-thirds  to  five-sixths  anti- Jack  son. 

\i\  JVew  York  and  Con7iecticnt  the  term  "whigs"  is 
now  used  by  the  opponents  of  the  administration  when 
speakingof  themselves,  and  they  call  the  "Jackson  men" 
by  the  offensive  name  of  "lories," 

It  is  reported  that  major  Eaton  has  been  nominated  go- 
vernor of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  gov.  Duval;  and  inti- 
mated that  Andrew  Stewart,  one  of  the  Pennsylv.nnla  de- 
legation in  congress,  m  ill  prol)ably  be  chosen  jjresident 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  in  the  plate 
of  major  Eaton,  resigned. 

A  consider.^ble  subscription  has  been  made  in  New 
York  for  the  relief  of  the  Polisli  exiles,  who  have  arrived 
in  that  city.     One  person  unknown  contributed  |,200. 

There  was  a  drawing  room  held  at  St.  James'  palace, 
on  the  24lh  Feb.  last,  the  aimiversary  of  the  queen's  birth 
day.  It  was  numerously  attended,  and  the  ladies  were 
splendidly  dressed,  &c.  The  queen,  the  queen  that  is 
to  be,  (the  princess  Victoria,) and  her  mother,  the  duchess 
of  Kent,  xvere  xvholly  dressed  in  articles  of  British  manu- 
facture.     TUKT   ARE    "TARirFITES  ! " 

It  appears  from  tlie  official  papers  that  the  extra  allow- 
ances made  by  the  post  master  general,  in  the  last  four 
years,  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $1,515,589  !  The 
distribution  of  this  money  is  not  less  i-emarkable  than  its 
amount,  as  the  following  summary  statement  will  shew: 

States  and  territories.  ^"'^  J^r^J^"-*^.^  «"'^/''  <*^ ''"'' 

oj  extras  to  mail  contractors- 

Maine, $7,529  CO 

New  Hampshire, 1,520  00 

Vermont, 1,480  00 

Massachusetts, 4,248  64 

Connecticut, 3,478  80 

New  York, 8,650  08 

New  Jersey, 37,552  00 

Pennsylvania, 158,133  20 

Delaware, 6,304  00 

Mai7land, 94,853  28 

Virginia, 315,414  60 

North  Carolina, 112,036  48 

South  Carolina, 62,448  32 

Georgia, 144,974  84 

Florida, 5,190  72 

Alabama, 186,822  68 

Mississippi, , 3,618  50 

Louisiana, 5,040  00 

Ohio, 92,518  56 

Kentucky, 72,850  72 

Tennessee, 41,380  32 

Indiana 95,379  84 

Illinois 39,369  56 

Missouri, 4,360  96 

Arkansas, 10,434  08 

Total,  $1,515,580  84 

To  pay -off  the  post  office  debts  and  relieve  it  from  its 
present  bankruptcy,  we  understand  that  a  curtailment  of 
these  extra  allowances  -will  be  made\  For  instances,  Ree- 
side  will  be  cut-down  73,693  dollars  in  4  years!  Stock- 
ton and  Neil  63,920  dollars!  Porter  &  Co,  67,776  dol- 
lars !  and  so  on. 
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The  cholera  has  reappeared  at  Mcmpliis,  Ten.  and  in 
c^ertain  parts  of  Kentucky,  &u;.  and  on  board  some  of  the 
Sieataboats — so  say  several  of  the  western  newspapers. 

It  is  reported  at  New  York,  tliat  the  Brandywine  fri- 
gate will  soon  proceed  from  that  port  for  Norfolk,  from 
■whence  she  will  take  out  "JNIi-.  Sp'  aker''''  SCevenson  as  our 
minister  to  England,  and  tliencc  proceed  to  her  siation 
in  the  Pacific.  We  have  only  just  heard  that  Mr.  S.  has 
heen  nominated  to  the  senate — the  result  has  not  ytt 
reached  us.  We  did  hope  that  the  practice  of  taking 
members  of  congress  from  their  places  to  fdl  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  executive,  v/ould  not  be  preserved  in. 

Alexander  Brown.  VVe  noticed  the  decease  of  tliis  much 
valued  citizen  in  the  last  Register— of  whom  the  "American" 
of  the  5th  instant,  saj's — "A  circumstance  has  been  numtioned 
to  us  which  illustrates  in  a  striking  manner  the  liberal  character 
of  the  deceased.  After  the  sitting  of  the  committee  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  Mr. 
Brown,  in  the  course  of  a  conversation  on  the  moneyed  distress 
joi  tlie  times  with  one  of  the  members — an  old  personal  friend — 
iepiarked  with  much  emphasis,  that  "he  would  not  permit  one 
eolvent  merchant  in  Baltimore  to  fail."  The  same  niuht  he 
was  attacked  with  the  illness  which  caused  his  death,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  had  his  valuable  life  been  spared,  his  ample 
wealth  would  have  been  freely  employed  in  the  noble  purpose 
which  he  then  avowed. 

Labor  in  the  penitentiaries.  Great  complaints  are  made 
of  the  interference  of  the  labor  of  criminals  with  that  of  honest 
j^en,  and  they  are  just;  but  the  way  to  relieve  them  does  not 
EJeetsi  Qlear  to  us.  As  we  have  several  times  said,  wo  think 
that  the  penitentiary  system  has  failed  to  eftect  the  reformation 
hoped  for  by  it — hut  rogues  must  be  punished,  or  at  least  with- 
held from  society,  shall  they  be  subsisted  without  labor,  orhow 
shall  we  employ  them? 

The  following  statement  of  the  tiuinber  of  convicts  and  their 
employment  in  the  Sing  Sing  prison,  in  October,  1830,  extracted 
from  the  report  of  the  inspectors,  was  lately  published  in  se- 
veral of  the  New  York  daily  papers: — 

40  locksmiths;  56  blacksmiths,  grate  makers,  &c.  99  shoe 
roakers;  56  weavers  and  tailors:  11  silk  hatters,  to  which  more 
jis  added  now;  174  coopers;  22  assistant  coopc  rs;  15  laborers;  76 
/quarry  men;  18  cooks  and  bakers;  45  masons  and  sione  cutters. 
•wo.r|ting  on  work  shops;  15  waiters  and  tenders;  22  men  in  hos- 
pital.'   Tolal  649. 

The  provisions  for  649  men,  agreeable  to  the  report,  does  not 
exceed  6^  cents  per  day.  The  whole  cost  for  sustenance,  cloth- 
ing and  keeping  each  convict  will  not  exceed  12  cents  per  day. 
— •»>»6  ®  ©«<••— 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  London  papers  to  the  lOtk  March,  inclusive, 

GREAT   BRITAIN   AND    IRELAND. 

A  sej;ioug  riot  recently  occurred  in  Liverpool  between  tho 
^elpsler  and  Ulster  Irish  factions.  They  had  previously  fought 
three  pitched  battles  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  and  on  return- 
ing to  Liverpool  commenced  an  indisciiminate  attack  upon  all 
ihey  met.  S«venteen  of  them  were  taken  and  imprisoned,  prior 
to  which,  however,  they  wounded  several  of  the  police  officers 
severely. 

Lord  Althorp  had  notified  his  intention  of  introducing  a  bill 
for  reforming  the  reform  bill;  and  the  marquis  of  Westminster 
had  given  notice  of  his  determination  of  altering  the  system  of 
voting  by  proxy  iu  the  house  of  lords. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury,  according  to  lord  Althorp's  finan- 
cial statement,  was,  on  the  5th  of  January  last,  £  1,513,000;  and 
his  lordship  calculates  that  the  opening  of  the  China  trade  will 
add  £600,000  to  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source;  that  the 
estimates  of  the  present  year  will  be  less  by  half  a  million  than 
those  of  1833;  that,  if  the  present  taxes  were  continued,  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  £2,600,000  at  the  end  of  the  year.  After 
providing  for  the  interest. ofthe  twenty  millions  to  be  paid  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  West  India  proprietors,  which  he  puts  down  at 
£800,0()0,  the  estimated  surplus  will  be  reduced  to  £1,800,000, 
and  he  iritroduced  a  bill,  on  the  7tli  March,  to  repeal  the  house 
tax,  amounting  to  £1,200,000,  leaving  a  surplus  of  £600,000. 
On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Hume's  bill  to  repeal  the  corn  laws  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  312  to  155. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  reduce  the  navy  estimates  £180,000. 

From  actual  returns,  the  property  of  the  church  of  England, 
consisting  of  bishops'  incomes,  deans'  and  chapters'  incomes, 
together  with  11,400  benefices,  amounts  to  £3,621,125. 

FRANCE. 

Disturbancfis  of  a  serious  nature,  but  without  bloodshed,  oc- 
curred in  Paris,  ou  the  2;?d  of  February,  which  were  undergoing 
judicial  inquiry.  Th«  niistaltle  (enure  l>y  which  peace  is  main- 
tained in  Paris,  may  be  gathered  from  the  pithy  remarks  of  gen. 
Jacqueminot,  the  commander  of  the  national  guards,  mad(!  in 
the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  tin;  occ.ision  of  (he  discussion  of 
the  above  disturbances.  lie  said:  "the  nalionnJ  guard  is  tired, 
fatigued  and  discontentoil;  that  the  position  of  the  gentlemen 
composing  it  had  beconie  intolcrjil.le,  for  they  were  eontiinially 
.uflderthe  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  to  defend  their  shop:<  and 


warehouses;  and  that  the  citizen,  instead  of  taking  his  wife  ou 
to  walk  of  u  Sunday,  is  obliged  to  shoulder  his  musket." 

The  chamber  of  deputies  had  been  engaged  in  the  discussion 
ot  petitions  demanding  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  banishment 
against  the  Bonaparte  family,  and  praying  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  Napoleon  l(»  France. 

'J'he  goveriimciu  had  signified  its  opposition  to  the  first  branch 
of  these  measures. 

Alarming  dissentions  had  taken  place  among  the  workmen 
and  their  employers  at  Lyons,  Nantz  and  Marseilles;  those  at 
the  first  place  were  so  serious  as  to  cause  many  families  to  re- 
move, and  ilie  rioters  at  the  second  had  got  possession  of  the 
magazine.    P.Iany  arrests  had  taken  place. 

SPAIN. 

Ordonnances  for  the  organization  of  the  national  guards;  for 
placing  tho  financial  afli'airs  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  Imas; 
and  for  appointing  several  commanders  of  provinces,  had  been 
issued  by  the  queen  regent.  She  had  also  consented  to  the 
convocation  of  the  cnrtes  in  consequence  of  the  tender  of  the 
resignation  of  two  of  her  most  popular  ministers,  and  the  con- 
sequent occurrence  of  an  immediate  commotion  in  the  very 
neighborhood  of  the  palace. 

In  the  north  the  insurgents  were  in  very  great  force.  Zahala, 
with  5,000,  men  was  besieging  Guernica;  and  other  chiefs  had 
approached  I  run. 

It  was  stated  that  Don  Carlos  had  negotiated  a  loan  of 
4,000,000.000  of  reals,  the  name  of  the  contractor  is  not  how- 
ever given,  nor  is  credit  to  the  statement. 

PORTUGAL. 

A  battle  occurred  on  the  18th  February,  between  5,000  of 
Don  Miguel's  troops  at  Santarem,and  the  Pedroites, under  gen. 
Sandanha,  near  Cartaxo,  which,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
American  consul  at  Lisbon,  was  most  decisive  in  favor  of  the 
Pedroites,  the  whole  force  of  the  Miguelites  being  either  killed 
or  taken  prisoners.  Great  rejoicings  had  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  victory,  and  Lisbon  was  brilliantly  illuminated. 
Previously,  some  apprehension  had  been  felt  at  Lisbon  in  con- 
sequence of  the  proximity  of  a  large  Miguelite  force;  but  they 
were  now  dispelled.  Miguel  still,  however,  held  on  to  Santa- 
rern. 

HOLLAND   AND   BELGIUM. 

The  arrangements  between  these  powers,  it  is  stated,  will  be 
very  speedily  brought  to  a  favorable  termination.  Holland  is 
to  have  the  province  of  Luxemburg,  and  Belgium  that  of  Lim- 
burg.  This  arrangement,  it  is  said,  will  be  carried  into  effect, 
notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  the  collateral  branches  of  the 
house  of  Nassau,  This  will  leave  the  regulation  of  the  trade 
of  the  Scheldt  the  only  remaining  point  to  be  settled. 

The  Hague  papers,  however,  speak  of  the  marching  of  10,000 
Belgian  troops  into  Luxemburg. 

At  Brussels,  the  reply  of  king  Leopold  to  the  address  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  had  produced  great  discontent, 
and  the  king,  and  his  minister  of  justice,  were  both  burnt  in 
efiigy  on  th«  great  square.  At  the  last  advices  all  was  quiet  in 
the  capital. 

At  Ghent  there  had  been  tumultuous  proceedings  among  the 
students,  nineteen  of  whom  had  been  arrested. 

Many  of  the  large  commercial  houses  and  ship  owners  of 
Antwerp  were  emigrating  to  Holland. 

NAPLES. 

A  revolution  had  broken  out  in  the  capital,  and  had  extend- 
ed itself  throughout  the  kingdom. 

TURKEY. 

M.  Rothschild  had  come  to  a  final  arrangement  with  the 
Porte  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  indemnity,  and  would  re- 
main at  Constantinople  for  some  months. 

MEXICO. 

Conspiracies  and  robberies  continued  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day  in  this  country.  There  had  been  500  criminals  arrested  in 
one  district,  in  about  a  month  prior  to  the  16th  February,  200  of 
the  number  for  robberies. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

^pril  3.  The  vice  president  presented  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  responsive  to 
Mr.  Cray's  resolution  of  the  31st  March. 

Treasury  department,  Jipril  3,  1834. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  "to  repoit  to  the 
senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  deposite  in  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland,  when  and  on  what  account  it  was 
deposited,  and  also,  whether  any  treasury  draughts,  contingent 
or  other,  have  been,  during  the  month  of  March,  1834,  furnished 
to  the  said  bank,  or  at  any  time  heretofore,  to  the  hank  of 
M;iryland,  for  any  and  what  purpose:  And  that  he  likewise 
report  what  amount  of  stock  in  the  capital  of  the  said  Union 
hank  was  held  by  11.  B.  Taney,  esq.  when  the  said  bank 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  on  deposite  the 
linblic  money,  and  what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now 
holds,"  I  have  the  honor  (o  transmit  herewith  a  statement, 
(marked  A.  to  U.)  of  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  Union 
l)ank  of  Maryland,  showing  when  it  was  deposited  and  on  what 
account.  The  ditference  between  the  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer,  in  his  statement,  atid  iu  that  furnished  by  the 
bank,'  arises  from  warrants  which  have  been  issued  by  the 
treasur(!r  on  the  bank,  but  which  have  not  been  presented  fo 
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payiimnt,  and  a  ilepoiito  to  his  credit  since  tlic  lust  weekly,  re- 
turn. 

No  treasury  draughts,  conting<hit  or  other  were  furnished  to 
the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  during  the  month  of  March,  ISM. 
And  no  transfer  draught  of  any  description,  contingent  or  otlier, 
lias  ever  been  furnished  to  the  bank  of  Maryland,  since  I  came 
into  office.  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resohition,  whicli 
calls  for  information  as  to  the  amount  of  slock  held  by  Roger 
B.  Taney  in  the  Union  bank  ofMaryland;  "when  tlie  said  bank 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  in  deposiio  the 
public  money,  and  what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now 
holds,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  inasmuch  as  tlie  inquiry 
does  not  embrace  the  stockholders  generally,  but  is  confined  to 
the  stock  of  a  particular  individual,  it  must,  by  necessary  im- 
plication, be  understood  as  pointing  the  inquiry  to  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  individual  named  in  the  transactions  he 
may  have  had  in  the  stock  of  the  said  bank — and  under  such 
circumstances,  it  is  due  to  his  oflicial  relations  to  the  senate 
and  to  the  public,  that  his  motives  in  any  such  transactions 
should  be  fully  and  clearly  disclosed.  I  therefore  transmit  to 
the  senate  a  copy  ol  a  letter  from  this  department,  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  dated  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1834,  apprising  him  of  the  information  required  by  the 
senate,  requesting  him  to  forward  to  the  department,  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  stock  in  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland, 
held  by  Roger  B.  Taney,  at  the  time  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved— time  at  which  it  was  purchased — and  the  amount  now 
held  by  him — and  the  original  private  letter  of  Roger  B.  Taney 
authorising  him  to  sell  certain  shares  of  stock  which  were 
lately  sold. 

Also,  the  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Union  bank  ofMary- 
land, in  reply,  dated  April  1st  mentioned,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted  and  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  statement  of  the  cashier,  showing  that  at  tlie  time  of 
the  selection  of  the  said  bank  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  in 
deposites  the  public  money,  Roger  B.  Taney  held  in  the  stock 
of  the  said  bank,  71  full  shares,  and  4  half  shares,  the  par  value 
of  which  amounted  to  ^5,475.  That  the  last  of  these  shares 
were  purchased  by  him  on  the  12th  of  May,  1831,  before  he  re- 
ceived any  appointment  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  now  holds  63  full  shares  of  stock  in  the 
eaid  bank,  showing  that  8  full  shares  and  4  half  shares  which 
were  held  by  him  at  the  time  the  deposites  were  removed,  were 
sold  and  transferred  on  the  20th  February,  1834. 

2.  The  original  private  letter  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  of  the  18th 
February,  1834,  to  the  president  of  the  Union  bank,  directing  so 
many  shares  to  be  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  tlie  debt 
therein  mentioned,  as  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  balance  of  the  shares  to  be  returned  to  him;  and  the  affirma- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  Union  bank  that  he  sold,  under 
the  power  of  attorney  mentioned  in  that  letter,  eight  full  shares, 
and  four  half  shares,  and  returned  to  Roger  B.  Taney  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  remaining  one  share.  The  letter  states  the  certifi- 
cate sent  to  the  president  of  the  bank  at  nine  full  shares;  the 
affirmation  of  the  president  of  the  bank  shows,  that  it  contained 
nine  full  shares  and  four  half  shares,  the  half  shares  being  omit- 
ted in  the  letter,  included  in  the  power  of  attorney  to  sell. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  the  original  letter,  dated  15th  Fe- 
bruary, 1834,  from  Somerville  Pinksey,  esq.  of  the  city  of  An- 
napolis, the  counsel  for  the  creditor  to  whom  the  debt  was  due 
from  Roger  B.  Taney,  as  trustee,  requesting  the  payment  of  the 
said  debt.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANEY, 

secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon,  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  of  the  U.  States 
and  president  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Ciay  briefly  explained,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  return 
made  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland;  in 
which  the  name  of  R.  B.  Taney  ai)peared  as  stockholder,  he 
had  thought  it  but  justice  to  the  public,  that  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained what  amount  of  stock  was  held  by  Mr.  Taney  in  this 
bank.  It  was  a  mere  fact  which  was  called  for,  and  nothing 
had  been  dropped,  when  the  call  was  made,  on  the  subject  of 
motives.  When  the  people  had  the  facts  before  them,  they 
would  be  able  to  make  their  own  inferences.  He  had  not 
thought  it  proper  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Taney  should  be  sent 
forth  to  the  world  as  a  stockholder,  without  further  information. 

He  moved  that  the  communication  be  printed;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

M^pril  4.  Mr.  McKcan  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large 
meeting  of  friends  of  the  administration,  held  in  Centre  county, 
Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  most  prominent  actors  in  which  was 
the  venerable  Andrew  Gregg,  a  member  of  the  first  congress 
that  assembled  under  the  present  constitution,  &c.  This  meet- 
ing, said  Mr.  Mclv.  among  other  things,  rfisolve  that  they  have 
continued  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  our  pre- 
sent venerable  president,  and  that  they  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  purity  of  his  purpose  and  honesty  of  intention,  which  guid- 
ed him  in  his  recent  course  against  the  United  States  bank;  but, 
as  congress  alone  possesses  the  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  raise  revenue,  and  direct  its  appropriations,  so,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  same  principle,  the  place  of  deposite  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  money  should  be  provided  for  by  law. 
And  they  request  their  senators  and  representatives  in  congress 
to  use  their  host  exertions  to  procure  an  early  and  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  questions  affecting  tlie  curreacy  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  proceedings  having  been  read — 


,  Mr.  Clayton  rose  mocely  to  correct  an  error,  into  rrhlcli  th« 
persons  composing  the  moeting  had  fallen.  Thoy  expreussd 
their  regret  that  a  compromise  offered  by  tho  senator  froia 
Georgia,  when  the  bank  charter  was  under  consideration,  was 
not  accepted  by  the  senate.  Now  he,  Mr.  C.  recollected  that 
no  such  compromise  was  offered  by  the  senator  from  Georgia. 
That  gentlnnian  did  not  say  that  he  would  vote  for  the  r«char- 
Icr  of  the  bank,  if  the  restrictions  and  limitaiiuiid  ho  suggested 
were  accepted  by  the  senate,  although  he  did  say  that  he  would 
vote  for  no  bank  bill  that  did  not  contain  them.  These  were 
his  recollections  of  facts:  if  he  was  in  error  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  correct  him. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  that  he  should  have  a  dreadful  task  of  it, 
if  he  undertook  to  correct  every  error  to  be  found  in  the  memo- 
rials presented  to  the  senate.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
however,  was  right  in  his  statement  of  facts.  He  did  not  offer 
a  compromise.  His  convictions  were,  that  no  bill  to  recharter 
the  bank  could  be  so  framed,  at  this  session,  as  to  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  every  member  of  the  senate.  Perhaps  there 
never  could  be  such  a  bill  framed. 

Mr.  Clayton  agvG&A  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia. It  was  not  possible,  he  thought,  to  frame  a  hill  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  would  meet  with  the  coueurrence  of  a  majority  of 
both  houses  of  congress. 

Mr.  McKcanXhQn  presented  the  proceedings  of  another  meet- 
ing held  in  the  same  county,  of  the  respectability  of  the  namna 
attached  to  which  he  bore  a  high  testimony,  disapproving  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  to  which  cause  they  attribute  the  pro- 
sent  distresses  of  the  country,  and  recommend,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  extensioH  of  the  charter  of  ilie  present  bank,  and  that 
the  public  revenues,  to  be  collected  hereafter,  shall  be  deposit- 
ed in  it  and  its  branches. 

The  proceedings  and  resolutions  were  read,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

After  some  debate,  the  matters  relating  to  the  contested  «Ice- 
tion  for  a  senator  in  Rhode  Island,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  authorising  the  governors  of  the  ssveral  states  to 
transmit,  by  mail,  certain  papers  and  documnnis  free  of  post- 
age, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by  yea«  and  nays— i7 
yeas,  1  nay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr.  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Clayton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of, 
the  rules  of  the  senate: 

"As  soon  as  the  journal  is  rend,  the  president  shall  call  for 
petitions  from  the  members  of  each  state,  beginning  with 
Maine,  and,  if  in  any  day  the  whole  of  the  states  shall  not  bu 
called,  the  president  shall  begin  on  the  next  day  where  he  left 
off  the  previous  day," 

A  good  deal  of  other  business  was  attended  to  this  day,  which 
will  be  sufficiently  noticed  in  its  progress. 
The  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Jlprill.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &e.  favorable 
to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &,c.  were  presented,  as  fol- 
lows: by  Mr.  Silsbee,  of  Massachusetts,  from  1,208  iiiliai)itantfl 
of  the  town  of  Salem  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  N.  York, 
from  55  citizens  of  the  village  of  Syracuse;  by  the  same  from 
1,143  citizens  of  Rochester;  by  Mr.  Bihh  from  up,vvards  of  1,000 
citizens  of  Shelby  county,  Kentucky;  wliich  were  severally 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Proceedings  and  resolutions  approving  the  roinoval  of  the  de- 
posites, &c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Frelinakuysen,  from  a  moet- 
ing of  friends  of  the  administration  in  E»sex  county,  New  Jer- 
sey; by  Mr.  Branm,  of  North  Carolina,  t>om  a  meeting  held  in 
Tarborough,  in  Edgecombe  county— which  w«re  read,  referred,. 

&.C. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  certain  resolutions  from  the  lugislaturo 
of  the  state  of  Ohio:  1.  A  resolution  asking  for  an  appropriation 
of  public  lands  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  state:  2.  A  resolu- 
tion disapproving  of  the  West  Point  academy:  3.  A  resolution 
asking  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  constVuclion  of  the  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania  canal,  and  4.  a  resolution  asking  that  grants  of 
land  may  be  made  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain:  which  were  severally  read  and  referred. 

The  special  order,  being  tho  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clay  on  the  subject  of  executive  power,  beiiig  announced  by 
the  chair,  the  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  postponed  their 
consideration  until  this  day  fortniirht. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolation: 

Resolved,  That  tho  secretary  of  tho  treasury  he  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  name  of  the  agent  or  aeents  em- 
ployed by  him  to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the 
banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds;  the  nature 
of  the  duties  performed  by  said  agent  or  agents;  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  for  the  discharge  of  tin;  said  duties,  and  by 
whom  and  from  what  fund  the  said  compensation  was  paid; 
and  whether  the  said  agent  or  agents  have  been  appointed  ia 
pursuance  of  law. 

Mr.  Cu/Zioungave  notivethathe  would  call  up  hie  bill  repeaU 
ing  the  force  bill,  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con^trnction  of  a 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  having  successively  taken  up  and  acted  apon  K^ 
veral  bills  of  a  private  character,  went  into  executive  husines^ 
and,  after,  being  sometime  engaged  therein,  tile  senate  }uIjK>m-i^ 
cd. 
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^pril  8.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  public  meetings,  &c.  fa- 
vorable to  the  rBstoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  were  presented 
by  the  following  persons:  by  Mr.  Southard  from  a  meeting  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clinton,  by  the  same  from  large  pub- 
lic meetings  in  the  town  of  Morris,  Hunterdon  county,  in  the 
county  of  Cape  May,  as  also  of  Salem  cownty,all  in  the  stale  of 
New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Silsbee  from  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.;  by  Mr.  McKean  from  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  of  De- 
laware county,  Pa.  also  from  the  city  authorities  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Clinton,  Huntingdon  county,  New  Jersey,  approving  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposiies,  &c.  which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 
Mr.  Silsbee  reported  a  bill  in  aid  of  the  marine  hospital  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  inquiring  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorising  the  accompting  officers  ot  the  treasury  to  cre- 
dit the  account  of  David  McCorcf,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  the  land  office  at  Cahawba,  Alabama,  with  a  certain  amount 
of  money  received  by  him  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  lost 
by  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Florida,  while  taking  the  same 
to  Mobile  to  deposite  it  in  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  cAair  communicated  a  report  from  the  general  land  office 
in  answer  to  a  call  for  the  number  of  patents  ready  for  the  sig- 
nature of,  and  unsigned  by,  the  president,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business,  and  remained  in  secret  session 
two  hours. 

On  the  reopening  of  the  doors,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Clayton  proposing  a 
change  in  the  rules  of  the  senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions. 

A  debate  ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Clayton  and  Southard  de- 
fended Ihc  resolution,  and  were  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Cal- 
houn and  Kinf;,  of  Ala.  After  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  an  amendment  being  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JSoring,  adjourned. 
April  9.  A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  information  called  for  relative 
to  the  proclamation  for  the  sales  of  the  Choctaw  lands,  and  giv 
tog  the  reasons  for  the  shortness  of  the  notice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  a 
few  days  ago,  calling  on  the  treasury  department  for  informa- 
tion respecting  the  agent  appointed  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the 
government  with  the  several  slate  banks  selected  to  receive  the 
public  deposiies,  was  taken  up,  modified  and  adopted. 
After  attending  to  some  private  business, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CaiAoun  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  force  act,  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  in  support  of  the  bill  for  an 
hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Clay  said  be  should  have  voted  for  the  force  bill  if  he  had 
been  in  his  seat  when  the  bill  passed— <that  he  would  go  for  the 
repeal  of  the  military  part  of  the  billj  if  it  would  soothe  any  un- 
kind feelings  in  the  south,  for  that  part  or  the  bill  was  now  un- 
important, and  he  had  not  much  confidence  in  the  man  whom 
it  clothed  with  extraordinary  power — but  he  would  not  vote  to 
repeal  the  judicial  part  of  the  bill— and  he  was  sorry  the  ques- 
tion was  agitated  at  all.  He  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  reference;  and  after  a  brief  debate 
in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Preston  and  Poindexter  took  part, 
and  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Calhoun 
withdrew  ln5  objection,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee. 

A  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  wne  then  takrn  up; 
bat  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  was  laid  on  the  table.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

April  10.  Mr.  Mangum  presented  the  memorial  of  103  citi- 
zens of 'JVrrill  county,,  N.  C.  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposiies. 

Mr.  Shepley  presented  the  prncredings  of  a  public  meeting 
held  in  the  towns  of  Gardiner  and  Pixton,  Maine,  signed  by  634 
individuals,  without  distinction  of  party,  equal  to  the  average 
number  of  voters  of  both  political   parlies,  complaining  of  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment,  and  in  favor  of  a  bank  to  regulate  the 
Kjoney  concerns  of  the  country. 
Both  the  above  were  read,  referred,  &c. 
The  report  on  the  contested  election  of  the  Rhode  Island  se 
nator,  was  taken  up,  and  n)ade  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day 
week. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
treasury  department,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  CZaj/ton  to  change  the  rules  of 
the  senate  relative  to  the  reception  of  petitions,  &c.  Was  taken 
up,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  successively  took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  several  bills  of  a  private  or  local  character,  which  were 
severally  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading— and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    or    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  4.     After  the  morning  busineps — 
Mr.  McDulfie  continued  and  concluded  an  animated  and  elo- 
quent speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  tlie  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 


When  Mr.  McD.  resumed  his  seat,  which  he  did  at  a  Quarter 
after  four  o'clock,  a  number  of  gentlemen  started  to  obtain  the 
floor;  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  succeeded,  andy  after  soine  brief 
prefatory  remarks,  moved  the  previous  question. 

On  the  question  whether  that  motion  was  seconded  by  the 
house,  (which  it  must  be  by  a  majority,  or  it  fails),  the  meirt-- 
bers  passed  between  tellers,  and  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthonj',  B'eale,- 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Boekee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmi- 
chael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester, 
W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gilleti,  Joseph  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Haraer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton, Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagb,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  jr.  J.  K, 
Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Mclntire,  McKay, 
McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Muhlenburg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Sloddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon — 114. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bnll,  Bord, 
Burges,Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne, 
William  Clarke,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gor- 
don, Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell.  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Hazelline,  Heath,  J.  W.  Huntington,  Jack- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall, 
McCarty,  McComas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  W, 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
ler,  Stewart,  William  P.  Taylor,  Philen)on  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Turner,  Tweedv,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmonsh,  E.  D.  White, 
F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Young — 106. 

So  it  was  seconded  that  the  main  question  should  now  be 
put— cutting  off  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilde^  and 
precluding  all  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Selden  rose  and  called  the  attenlion  of  the  chair  to  the 
22d  rule  of  order,  which  forbids  any  member  to  vole  on  a  ques- 
tion in  which  he  is  personally  interested,  and  stated  that  seve- 
ral members  of  the  house  were  stockholders  in  the  banks  which 
had  been  selected  to  receive  the  deposiies. 

The  chair  decided  that  no  question  could  be  interposed,  nor 
question  of  order  discussed,  until  the  vote  on  the  previons  ques- 
tion had  been  taken;  inasmuch  as  the  house,  by  supporting  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  had  determined  that  the  ques- 
tion should  at  once  be  put. 

A  variety  of  motions  and  proceedings  followed — the  majority 
refusing  to  adjourn,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  several 
times,  &.C. 

Mr.  Wilde  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  of  the  house,  so  as  to  obtain  a  direct  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  amendment.' 

The  chair  decided  in  the  negative.  The  nature  of  the  previ- 
ons  question  did  not  depend  on  the  rules  of  the  house,  but  on 
the  lex  parliamcntaria.  and  the  suspension  of  the  rules  would 
not  affect  it. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  whether,  after  the  previous  question 
should  have  been  ordered,  it  applied  to  all  the  resolutions,  or 
only  to  the  first? 

The  chair  said  that  the  question  now  was,  only  whether  the 
main  question  should  be  put:  when  the  house  had  decided  this, 
the  main  question  itself  would  be  susceptible  of  division,  so  as 
to  got  a  separate  vote  on  each  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  now  put  as  follows: 

"Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put.'"  And  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows: — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question  should  now 
be  put. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz:  will  this  house  concur 
with  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  them  to  this  house.' 

Mr.  Wilde  demanded  that  the  question  should  be  divided,  so 
as  to  take  a  vote  separately  on  each  resolution. 

It  was  divided  accordingly:  and  put,  first,  upon  concurring  in 
the  first  of  the  resolutions  reported,  viz: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  recharlcred." 

And  detertnined  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Archer, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  Jno.  Blair,  Boekee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Campbell,  Cambreleng, 
Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Samuel 
Clark,  Clay,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  W. 
K.  DaviH,  Davenport,  Day,  Dickeison,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fcl- 
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der,  Forester,  Foster,  W.  K.  Fuller)  Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gholson, 
GiUet,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Jos.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall, 
Halsey,  Hanier,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatha- 
way) Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Abel  Huntington,  Inije,  Jarvis,  Ricliard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiali 
iohnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ka- 
Vanagh,  Kiunard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
AbijaU  Mann,  Joel  K.Mann,  Mardis,  Johin  Y.  Mason,  Mosea 
Mason,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLeiie,  McVean,  Mil- 
ler, Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitciiell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Os- 
good, Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F. 
Pierce,  Pjerson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher,  Schetick, 
Schley,  Siiinn,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
William  Taylor,  William  P.  Taylor,  Fr.incis  Thomas.  Thom- 
son, Turner,  TurrilJ,  Vatiderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  Weibsler,  Whalon — J32. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chiltoffl  Allan,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
BayJies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges, 
Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clark,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis,  Deberry, 
Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, Graham,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
peir,  Hazeltine,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  C. 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pope,  Potts, 
Reed,  Wiliiam  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade, 
Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  D.  White,  Fred. 
WhitlJesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the  following  (the 
second)  resolution: 

"2.  Resolved.  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  re- 
slored  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States." 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
B«an,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  J.  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Cl.iy,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer, 
Day,  Philemon  Dickerson,  David  W.  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fo- 
rester, Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall, 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Edvrard  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  Mcintosh,  McKay,  McKinley,  Mc- 
Lene,  McVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robt.  Mitchell,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Du- 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer, 
Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Chas.  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Vanderpoel,  Wagenei-,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whalon— 118. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barring- 
ton,  Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  Wm. 
Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Evving,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gray- 
son, Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
per, Hazeltine,  Hi»ath,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William 
C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCo- 
mas, McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pinck- 
ney, Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard, Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  D.  While,  Frederick 
WhitUesev,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Young— 103. 

So  the  »econd  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolu 
lion,  as  follows: 

"3.  Resolved,  That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as 
the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  congress  to  make  further  provision  by  law,  prescribing 
the  mode  of  selection,  the  secuiities  to  be  taken,  and  the  man- 
ner and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed." 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Win.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum.  Cainbrel'iig,  Carmi- 
chael, Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fores- 
ter, Wm.  K.  Fiilkr,  Galbraiih,  Gilht,  (Kilmer,  Joseph  Hall,  T. 
H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Haniiei;aii,  J.  M.  Harprr,  Harrison, 
llalhaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Hejider^oii.  Howell,  Hubbard, 
At)el  Huntington,  frioc,  Jarvis,  Richatd  M.  Johnson,  Noadiali 
Jolinsoii,  Cav'c  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ka 


vanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea, 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K. 
Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  John  Y.  MaBon,  McCarty,  Mcln- 
tire, McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Henry 
Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Mur|)hy,  Osgood,  Page, 
Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenek,  Schley, 
Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Su- 
therland, Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Van  Houlen,  Wagoner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne, 
Webster,  Whalon— 117. 

NAYS— Messrs,  J.  Q..  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C. 
Allan,    Archer,    Ashley,   Banks,   Barber,    Barnitz,   Barringer, 


Baj'lies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Burges  Cave,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Clai- 
■)orne  Wm.°Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Daven- 
)ort,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dg.'I.'hs,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
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worth,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  EverC'J;  Lwing,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gordou, 
Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jack- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marsliall, 
McComas,  McDiiffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  William  B. 
Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Wm.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stew- 
art, Wm.  P.  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittle- 
sey, Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young — 105. 

So  this  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  oa  agreeing  to  the  fourth  and  last 
resolution,  as  follows: 

"4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  aa 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  con- 
gress at  the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  alsa 
what  corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management; 
whether  it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money  to  control 
the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections,  and 
whether  it  has  had  any  agency  through  its  management  or  mo- 
ney, in  producing  the  existing  pressure,  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  also  what  abuses, 
corruptions  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  the  management  of 
said  bank,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses 
on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and 
branches;  and  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation,  together 
with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practica- 
ble." 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  James  M.  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage, 
Campbell,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chinn,  Claiborne,  Samuel  Clark,  William  Clark,  Clay,  Clowney, 
Coffee,  Conner,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cramer,  Warren  R.  Davie, 
Davenport,  Day,  Deberry,  Deming,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Dicker- 
son,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Horace  Everett,  Ewiiig,  Felder,  Fill- 
more, Forester,  Foster,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,. 
Pulton,  G;i!braith,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  IJardin,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  James  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Haws,  Heath,  Howell,  Hub- 
bard, Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel 
K.  Matin,  Martindale,  IMardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McCarty,  McComas,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene, 
McVean,  Miller  H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  Moore,  Muhlenberg, 
Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Ren- 
cher, Schenck,  Schley,  Selden,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
William  §lade,  Chas.  Slade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tur- 
ner, Turrill,  Vanderpool,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wane,  Webster,  Whalon,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde,  Wilson— 171. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Q,.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony, 
Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Beatty,  Binney,  Burd,  Chambers,  Chil- 
ton, Choate,  Clayton,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  A.  Davis, 
Denny,  Dickson,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Gilmer,  Hard,  Hazel- 
tine, Henderson,  Lincnin,  Marshall,  McDuffie,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Murphy,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Watmough,  Williams, 
Yoiin? — 42. 

So  this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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And  it  was  agreed  that  the  comraittee  to  be  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  this  last  resolution,  should  consist  of  seven  members, 
(who  are  of  course  appointed  by  the  speaker.) 

[The  committee  above  authorised,  consists  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Ell.svvortli,of  Con 
necticut,  Mr.  Mann,  of  New  Y^ork,  and  Mt.  Lytle,  of  Ohio.] 

Mr.  Wilde  asked  consent  to  offer  a  5th  resolution,  declaring 
the  reasons  offered  by  the  secretary  insufficient  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  house,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Folk,  at  ^  past  7  clock,  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

ANALYSIS    OF   THE   VOTES. 

[For  that  on  the  previous  question  we  are  endebted  to  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer — that  part  against  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites  is  our  own;  as  well  as  the  classification  of  the  members 
by  their  several  slates;  which  is  added:] 

Of  the  vote  upon  the  previous  question.     '^^"'^^''Ij^ositls^^  *^^^ 

Yeas.  Nays.  Deficient.* 


States. 

Yeas. 

Nays.  J 

Defic 

Maine 

7 

1 

0 

N.  Hampshire, 

4 

0 

1 

Massachusetts 

1 

9 

2 

Rhode  Island, 

I 

1 

0 

Connecticut, 

0 

6 

0 

Vermont, 

0 

5 

0 

JVew  York, 

28 

9 

3 

New  Jersey, 

5 

0 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

11 

16 

1 

Delaware, 

0 

1 

0 

Maryland, 

3 

4 

1 

Virginia, 

6 

12 

3 

North  Carolina 

,  6 

7 

0 

South  Carolina,  0 

8 

1 

Georgia, 

3 

3 

3 

Kentucky, 

4 

7 

2 

Tennessee, 

12 

1 

U 

Ohio, 

11 

8 

0 

Louisiana, 

0 

2 

1 

Indiana, 

5 

2 

0 

Mississippi, 

1 

1 

0 

Illinois, 

a 

1 

0 

Alabama, 

4 

0 

1 

Missouri, 

0 

2 

0 

114 


106 


20 


7 

1 

'  0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

9 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

.5 

0 

28 

9 

3 

5 

0 

1 

11 

16 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

1 

6 

12 

3 

6 

7 

0 

0 

8 

1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

7 

2 

12 

1 

0 

12 

7 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

118 

103 

19 

Vote  on  the  resolution  against  restoring  the  deposites. 

Maine,  ayes — Messrs.  Smith,  Mclntire,  Kavanagh,  Parks, 
Hall,  Jarvis,  Mason  7.  "  Nay — Mr.  Evans  1. 

New  Hampshire,  ayes — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Harper,  Bean, 
Pierce,  4 — [absent,  Mr.  Burns. J 

Massachusetts,  aye — Mr.  Osgood,  1.  Nays — Messrs.  Adams, 
Choate,  Everett,  Lincoln,  Briggs,  Grennell,  Baylies,  Reed,  Jack- 
son, 9 — [absent,  Messrs.  Bates  and  Gorham.J 

Rhode  Island,  aye — Mr.  Pearce,  1 — [absent,  Mr.  Burges.] 

Connecticut,  ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs.  Barber,  Ellsworth, 
Foot,  Huntington,  Tweedy,  Young,  6. 

Vermont,  ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Deming,  Ever- 
ett, Hall,  Slade,  5. 

JVew  York,  ayes — Messrs.  Huntington,  Cambreleng,  I^aw- 
rence,  Ward,  Bockee,  Brown,  Adams,  Vanderpoel,  Pierson, 
Lansing,  Cramer,  Whalon,  Gillet,  McVean,  Mann,  Beardsley, 
Turrell,  Page,  Johnson,  Mitchell,  Halsey,  Hathawav,  Taylor, 
Fuller,  Day,  Clark,  Howell,  WardwelJ,  28.  Nays— Messrs.  Sel- 
den,  Manindale,  Dickson,  Whittlesey,  Lay,  Fuller,  Hazeltine, 
Filmore,  Hard,  9— [absent,  Messrs.  Van  Houten,  C.  P.  White, 
Bodle,3.] 

New  Jersey,  ayes — Messrs.  Dickerson,  Parker,  Schenck, 
Shinn,  Lee,  5 — [absent,  Mr.  Fowler,  1.] 

Pennsylvania,  ayes — Messrs.  Miller,  Anthony,  Muhlenberg, 
Mann,  Wagener,  Beaumont,  Laporte,  Henderson,  Galbraith, 
Harrison,  Sutherland,  11.  Nays — Messrs.  Binney,  Harper, 
Watmough,  Darlington,  Potts,  Clark,  Denny,  Chambers,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Banks,  Stewart,  Barnitz,  Burd,  Ramsay,  King,  Coul- 
ter, 16 — [absent,  Mr.  Heister,  1.] 

JDelaioare,  aye — none.     Nay — Mr.  Milligan,  1. 

Maryland,  ayes — Messrs.  Stoddert,  Carmichael,  Thomas,  3. 
Nays— Messrs.  Heath,  Turner,  Johnson,  Dennis,  4 — [absent, 
Mr.  McKim,  1.] 

Virs,inia,  ayes — Messrs.  Mason,  Bouldin,  Chinn,  Lucas,  Loy- 
all,  Beale,  6.  Nays — Messrs.  Gordon,  Archer,  Claiborne,  Mer- 
cer, Moore,  Davenport,  Allen,  Gholson,  Wilson,  Taylor,  Ful- 
ton, McComas,  12 — [absent,  Messrs.  Patton  and  Wise,  2;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson  did  not  vote,  3.] 

North  Carolina,  ayes — Messrs.  Hawkins,  Hall,  Speight,  Mc- 
Kay, Connor,  Bynum,  6.  Nays — Messrs.  William  B.  Shepard, 
Rencher,  Barringer,  Deberry,  Williams,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Gra- 
ham, 7. 

S.  Carolina, ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs. McDuffie,  Campbell, 
Clowney,  Pinckney,  Grayson,  Davis,  Felder,  Griffin,  8— [dead, 
Mr.  Blair,  1.] 

Georgia,  ayes— Messrs.  Wayne,  Gilmer,  Jones,  Schley,  Cof- 
fee, 5.  Nays— Messrs.  Wilde,  Clayton,  Foster,  3— [absent,  Mr. 
Gamble,  1.] 

*IncludinB  the  speaker,  absentees  and  vacancies. 


Kentucky,  ayes— Messrs.  Johnson,  Lyon,  Pope,  Hawes,  4. 
Nays— Messrs.  Allan,  Marshall,  Davis,  Chilton,  Hardin,  Bcatty, 
Tompkins,  7— [absent,  Mr.  Love,  and  one  vacancy,  2.] 

Tennessee,  ayes — Messrs.  Bell,  Johnson,  Polk,  Dickinson, 
Peyton,  Blair,  Bunch,  Lea,  Standifer,  Forrester,  Inge,  Dunlap, 
12.     Nay— Mr.  Crockett,  1. 

Ohio,  ayes — Messrs.  Lylle,  Webster,  Allen,  McLene,  Hamer, 
Chancy,  Mitchell,  Thomson,"Jones,  Patterson,  Leavitt,  Span- 
gler,  12.  Nays— Messrs.  Bell,  Whittlesey,  Corwin,  Vance, 
Sloane,  Crane,  Vinton,  7. 

Louisiana,  ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs.  Thomas,  White,  2 — 
[absent,  Mr.  Garland,  not  arrived,  1.] 

Indiana,  ayes — Messrs.  Lane,  McCarty,  Carr,  Kinnard,  Ilan- 
negan.  Boon,  6.     Nay — Mr.  Ewing,  1. 

Mississippi,  aye — Mr.  Plummer,  1.     Nay — Mr.  Cage,  1. 

Illinois, ayes — Messrs.  Casey,  Slade, 2.   Nay — Mr.  Dimcan,!. 

.Alabama,  ayes — Messrs.  Clay,  Murphy,  Mardis,  McKinley,  4 
— [absent,  Mr.  Lewis,  1.] 

Missouri,  ayes — none.    Nays — Messrs.  Ashley,  Bull,  2. 

Monday,  Jlpril  7.  Mr.  Burges  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  me- 
morial from  the  county  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  accompanied 
by  a  letter  which  he  wished  to  have  read. 

The  chair  said  it  could  only  be  done  by  unanimous  con-sent. 

3Ir.  Chilton  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Burges  then  made  some  remarks  as  to  the  respectability 
of  the  memorialists:  when  the  memorial  was  read  and  laid  ou 
the  table. 

Mr.  Burges  then  moved  that  a  certain  letter,  or  letters,  read 
on  the  last  petition  day  by  his  colleague,  and  which  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  house,  might  be  restored  thereto. 

The  chair  stated  that  this  motion  could  only  be  received  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  doubted  if  it  would  be  in  order  then, 
as  the  house  had  no  power  over  the  paper  in  question,  it  being 
a  private  letter. 

Objection  being  made,  and  the  motion  requiring  unanimity, 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  Pearce  presented  resolutions  adopted  at  Providence  and 
North  Providence,  R.  Island:  read  and  laid  on  the  table.  He 
also  wished  to  present  two  communications  addressed  to  him- 
self on  the  subject  of  the  deposites. 

Objection  being  made  to  their  reception,  Mr.  P.  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Memorials,  &c.  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
&c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Mien,  of  Vt.  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Chittenden,  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vt. 
from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rutland,  Vt.;  by  Mr.  Seldcny 
from  881  of  the  mechanics  of  Troy,  N.  York;  by  the  same  from 
2,800  citizens  of  Albany,  N.  Y.;  by  Mr.  Filmore,  (a  spirited  re- 
monstrance) from  the  young  men  of  Troy;  by  Mr.  McKennan, 
from  inhabitants  of  Washington  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Darlington, 
from  2,530  inhabitants  of  Delaware  county,  JPa.;  by  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, from  600  citizens  ofBelfont,  Centre  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
Anthony,  from  100  citizens  of  Muncy,  Lycoming  county.  Pa.; 
by  Mr.  Potts,  23  memorials  signed  by  1 ,600  citizens  of  Chester 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Miller,  from  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Adams  county.  Pa.;  by  Mf.  Barnitz,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing at  West  Manchester,  York  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  F.  Thomas, 
from  the  Washington  county  bank,  and  three  banks  in  Frede- 
rick county,  Md.;  by  Mr.  Stoddert,  from  800  voters  of  Prince 
George's  county,  Md.;  by  Mr.  Turner,  of  Md.  from  328  citizens 
of  his  district;  by  Mr.  Wise,  from  inhabitants  of  James  City,  Va.; 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  two  memorials  from  his  district;  by 
Mr.  Jlllan,of  Ky.  from  the  citizens  of  Lexington  and  Fayette 
county  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Chilton,  of  Ky.  from  citizens  of 
his  district;  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Ohio,  from  citizens  of  his  dis- 
trict; by  Mr.  Leavitt,  from  2,000  persons  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Spangler,  from  inhabitants  of  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Corwin,  from  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Ohio; 
by  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Clinton,  N.  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  N.  C.  from  inhabitants  of 
Beaufort  county,  in  that  state;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Binney  presented  a  memorial  from  the  select  and  com- 
mon council'of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  the  effect  of  the 
course  pursued  in  relation  to  tlie  currency,  especially  on  the 
property  held  by  them  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  and 
praying  for  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Memorials,  Stc.  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Pierson,  from  certain  citizens  of  Troy, 
N.  York;  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  from  600  citizens  of  Utica;  by  Mr. 
Dickerson,  from  Paterson,  N.  J.;  by  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  (several 
memorials,  some  in  German  and  others  in  English)  from  5,480 
inhabitants  of  Berks  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  from  a 
meeting  in  Delaware  county.  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  certain  ci- 
tizens of  Blockley,  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  the  denmcratic  Jack- 
son association  of  Southwark;  by  the  same  from  3,179  voters  of 
the  third  congressional  district;  by  Mr.  Wagenei-,  from  inhabi- 
tants of  Northampton  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Pa.  from 
1,118  citizens  of  Northampton  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galbraith, 
from  the  town  of  Franklin,  Venango  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Beale, 
of  Va.  from  certain  citizens  of  that  state  belonging  to  the  state, 
rights  parly;  by  Mr.  Bymun,  of  N,  C.  from  citizens  of  Halifax 
county,  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Leavitt,  from  inhabitants  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  Ohio;  by  the  same  from  inhabitants  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Pearce,  from  citizens  of  Pawtueket  vil- 
lage, "R.  Island;  by  Mr.  Lansing,  from  inh.abitants  of  Albany,  N. 
York;  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  inhabitants  of  Essex  county,  N. 
Jersey;  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  N.  C.  from  citizens  of  Edaecombe  couu- 
I  ty,  in  that  state;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  Sic. 
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Mr.  Boon  asked  loave  to  offer  a  resolution,  fixing  a  day  for  tlie 
adjournment  of  corijj;ross.  Ohjeclioiis:  beiajj;  made,  lie  moved  to 
suspend  tlie  rule,  but,  in  consequence  of  numerous  remonstran- 
ces all  around  him,  lie  immediately  vviilidrinv  tlie  motion. 

Mr.  Ewing  sent  certain  papers  to  tlie  clerk's  lalile  coulainiiij,' 
programmes,  drafts  and  outlines  for  tlie  estiiblislimeiit  of  a  iia- 
lional  currency,  which  lie  wished  to  have  printed,  and  observ- 
ed, that,  if  the  house  would  liear  liim  on  the  subject,  he  would 
promise  to  occupy  not  more  than  an  hour.  The  ,s;;ca/..c7- said 
these  papers  could  not  be  presented  but  by  unanimous  consent. 
Loud  objections  being  made  to  the  leave,  Mr.  Ewing  with- 
drew his  motion. 

The  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  day  was  taken  up  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  memorials  and  petitions,  generally  of  a  private  or 
local  character.     The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril  8.  Various  bills  for  the  relief  of  private  indi- 
viduals were  reported,  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Joknson  submitted  a  resolution  which  was  agreed 
to,  directing  the  secretary  of  war  to  cause  a  revision  of  the  sys- 
tem of  army  tactics  to  be  made,  and  reported  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  deposite  question  com- 
ing up, 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his 
speech  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour — when 

The  house  took  up  the  commutation  bill  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Cramer  resumed  liis  remarks,  and  having  concluded  his 
speech, 

Mr.  Crane  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Polk,  when  the  house,  on  motion  of  tlie  latter  gentle- 
man, took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
The  bill  was  read  by  sections,  and,  after  various  proceedings — 
Mr.  Fbtncc,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  have  an  amendment  print- 
ed, which  he  proposed  at  the  proper  time,  to  ofler,  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  in  connection  with  the  appropriation  bill, 
which  had  been  under  consideration  to-day. 

Objection  being  made,  the  reading  of  the  amendment  was 
called  for.  It  proposes  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  there 
shall  be  paid  to  the  within  named  oflicers  the  following  sums 
per  annum: 

"To  each  of  the  secretaries,  of  state,  treasury,  war  and  navy, 
four  thousand  dollars.  To  the  postmaster  general,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  To  each  assistant  postmaster  gene- 
ral, eighteen  hundred  dollars.  To  each  of  the  comptrollers  of 
the  treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  each  of  the  auditors  of 
the  treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  treasurer,  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  two  thousand 
dollars." 

It  provides  also,  for  a  reduction  of  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum  per  annum  from  each  of  the  following  officers,  viz: 
from  all  officers  of  the  customs;  from  all  officers  connected  with 
the  system  of  the  public  lands,  either  as  surveyors  general,  re- 
gisters, receivers  or  clerks;  from  all  the  clerks  in  the  general 
post  office,  deputy  postmasters,  their  assistants  and  clerks;  and 
from  all  persons  connected  with  the  Indian  department  as  su- 
perintendents, agents,  sub  agents,  interpreters,  agents  for  re- 
movals, commissioners,  or  in  whatever  other  manner  employed. 
It  also  proposes  to  reduce  the  per  diem  of  members  of  congress 
to  $6  instead  of  ^8,  and  a  like  reduction  on  their  travelling  al- 
lowance to  and  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  it  provides 
after  the  expiration  of  the  present  presidential  term,  the  salary 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  $15,000  instead  of 
^95,000  as  now  allowed. 

Mr.  Vance  now  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  so  as  to 
allow  him  to  make  a  motion  to  have  bis  amendment  printed. 
On  which  question, 
Mr.  Crane  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  stood  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Cliilton  Allan,  William  Allen,  Archer,  Barber,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beatty,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chilton,  William  Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Foot, 
Pliilo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heisler,  Jabez  W.  Hunting- 
ton, Jackson,  William  C.Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Lincoln,  Lytle,  Martindale,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Carty,  McKennan,  McVean,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Patterson,  Tinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Selden,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Charles  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  William  P.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Turner,  Tweedv,  Vance,  Van    Houteii,  Vinton,   Watmoiigh, 
Whalon,   Edward  D.  White,  Fred.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, Wilde,  Williams,  Wise,  Young— 105. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Anthony,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Brown,  Bunch,  By- 
num.  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr.  Chinn,  SmI.  Clark, 
Clay,  Coffee,  Day,  W.K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  J.  Hall,  Halsey,  Han- 
negan,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Abel  Huntington,  Jurvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Noadiali  Johnson, 


Kavanagh,  King,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Abt- 
jah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  McJntire,  Mc- 
Kiiiley,  McLene,  Miller,  Osgood,  Page,  I'arker,  D.  3.  Pearce, 

I'eyl Franklin   Pcarce,  Polk,  .Schley,  Smilh,  Sperght,  Slan- 

(liler,  Studdcrt,  Sulherland,  Fraiu'ls  Thomas,  Philemon  Tho- 
mas, Turrill,  Wageiujr,  Wayne — 67. 

'J'liere  being  not  two- thirds  in  favor  of  suspending  the  rnfe,  as 
moved,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vanca,  to  print  the  amendment,  was 
overruled.     The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jlpril  9.  The  resolution  submitted  yesterday, 
calling  upon  the  secretary  of  war  for  a  detailed  estimate  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road,  east  of  the  Ohio  river,  wa» 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  relative  to  the  deposites  was 
taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Corwin  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  till  the  expi- 
ration of  the  hour. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  general  ajipropriation  bill. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  strike  out 
that  item  in  the  bill  which  went  to  allow  $1,400  for  the  salary 
of  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  department  of  state,  for  one  year, 
to  arrange  and  index  certain  papers;  whereupon  a  long  and  ani- 
mated debate  arose,  and,  after  a  verbal  amendment  being  offered 
to  the  item  in  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Binney,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Adams  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  ayes  89  nays  70;  so  the  appropria- 
tion was  stricken  out. 

Thereupon  the  committee,  rose,  and  reported  progress.  And 
the  house  at  5  o'clock  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  10.  Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Cor- 
win, who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis, 
relative  to  the  deposites,  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  house  agreed 
to  take  up  such  resolutions  as  had  been  long  lying  on  the  speak- 
er's table,  as  would  not  elicit  debate. 

They  were  accordingly  taken  up,  and  seventy  or  eighty  of 
them  agreed  to. 

[Among  those  laid  over  were  the  following,  moved  this  day 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina: 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
federal  government  have  increased  beyond  the  authority  of  the 
constitution. 

Resolved,  ThRllhe  powers  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
federal  government  have  increased,  are  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished. 

Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished.] 
At  one  o'clock,  the  house,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  took  up 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

When  Mr.  Vance  moved  an  amendment  (the  same,  in  sub- 
stance, as  heretofore  published,  but  with  some  variations,  limit- 
ing the  reduction  of  clerk's  salaries  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 
&c.  Sec.)  proposing  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers 
of  government.  The  debate  on  this  amendment  occupied  the 
committee  till  past  4  o'clock,  when  they  had  only  got  as  far  in 
this  list  of  officers  as  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the  de- 
partment of  Indian  affairs.  The  question  was  taken  separately 
on  the  salary  of  each  officer,  and  the  reduction  on  each  succes- 
sively negatived,  as  far  as  the  committee  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ed with  them.  The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  ad-  • 
journed. 

INSTRUCTION  TO  MR.  McKIM. 
To  the  voters  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Maryland. 
The  delegates  appointed  by  the  first  five  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel  and  the  city  of  Anna- 
polis, to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and  present  certain 
instructions  to  the  hon.  Isaac  McKim,  our  representative  in 
congress— respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  assembled  at  the  ciiy  of  Washineton  on  Tuesday, 
the  1st  April,  organized  their  body  by  calling  Charles  Carroll,  of 
Anne  Arundel,  to  the  chair,  and  according  to  arrangement, 
waited  upon  Mr.  McKim  on  Thursday,  3d  April,  at  12  o'clock, 
when  the  following  letter  was  read  by  the  chairman  and  then 
presented  to  him: 

Washinston  city,  Gadshy^s  hotel,  3d  April,  1834. 
To  the  hon.  Isaac  McKim. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  the  distress  which  now  pervades  our  country,  has  been 
produced  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  executive  with 
regard  to  that  question,  look  to  congress  alone  for  relief  from 
the  evils  which  this  ill  advised  measure  has  brought  upon  the 
country. 

In  order  that  our  representative  in  congress  should  be  appris- 
ed of  the  real  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  feeling  assured 
that  he  will  not  hesitate  to  conform  to  those  wishes  to  their  full- 
est extent,  when  properly  made  acquainted  with  them — we  beg 
leave  to  inform- you,  that  meetings  have  been  held  in  various 
sections  of  the  5tli  congressional  district  of  Maryland,  and  that 
resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  those  meetings,  and  signed  by 
a  large  majority  of  your  constituents. 

The  undersigned  Were  appointed  a  delegation  to  proceed  to 
Washington  to  communicate  to  you  this  fact.  In  obedience  to 
their  instructions,  they  have  now  the  honor  to  present  to  you 
the  resolutions  as  passed  at  those  meetings,  with  the  accompa- 
nying signatures. 
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Delegation  from 
.  t^nne       Arundel 
'  county  and  the  ci- 
ty of  Annapolis. 


Annexed  is  an  official  statement*  of  the  number  of  votes  taken 
at  the  last  congressional  election  in  the  5th  district,  on  exami- 
hation  of  which,  it  will  be  found  tliat  there  were  6,001  votes 
taken  at  that  election. 

The  resolutions  which  the  undersigned  have  now  the  honor 
to  hand  to  you  have  been  signed  by  3,717  voters,  all  of  whom 
we  firmly  believe  to  be  legal  voters  in  their  respective  districts, 
showing  a  majority  of  715[l,433]t  votes. 

From  the  anxiety  which  your  constituents  feel  to  know  your 
determination  on  this  important  subject,  the  undersigned  will 
conclude  this  communication  by  remarking  that  they  will  be 
most  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience.  We 
are,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

CHARLES  CARROLL,  chairman. 
ALEXANDER  KIRKLAND,)  r,ele<ration  from 
MATTHEW  KELLY,  |  afEsttwards 

R.  D.  MILLHOLLAND,  yofthfcLoFBat 

AARON  CLAP,  Znore 

GEORGE  F.  THOMiE,  nmore. 

JAMES  TONGUE, 
WILLIAM  BROGDEN, 
THOMAS  HODGES, 
BENJAMIN  WATKINS, 
CHAS.  S.  W.  DORSEY, 
GEORGE  HOWARD, 
THOMAS  S.  HERBERT, 
THOMAS  DUCKETT, 
JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON,  J 
To  which  Mr.  McKim  made  the  following  reply: 
Mr.  Chairman:  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  delegation  that  I 
fully  acknowledge  the  right  of  instruction  by  the  majority,  when 
that  majority  can  be  well  ascertained. 

The  papers  now  left  with  me  by  the  delegation,  shall  receive 
a  most  careful  and  attentive  consideration,  as  the  subject  most 
justly  demands,  and  I  shall  try,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to 
come  to  a  just  and  correct  decision  thereon. 

ISAAC  McKIM. 

The  delegation  having  thus  committed  the  subject  of  the  re- 
solutions to  the  representative  of  the  district,  consider  their  du- 
ties closed;  and  they  cannot  but  hope  that  so  authentic  a  mani- 
festation of  the  wishes  of  his  constituents  will  not  be  without 
its  proper  infiuence,  while  they  believe  that  the  example  which 
this  proceeding  has  afforded  to  the  country,  may  be  beneficially 
followed  in  the  other  districts  of  the  state. 

(^t^Signed  as  above. 

..»ii»0  @  ^««_— 

BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  following  correspondence  has  been  published  in  the  daily 
papers: 

Baltimore,  Jlpril^d,  1834. 
To  R.  W.  Gill,  Jacob  Albert,  Alexander  Fridge,  esq's. 

Gentlemen — The  report  of  the  committee  of  fifteen,  which 
appears  in  the  papers  of  this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  seems,  not  only  in  my  own 
opinion,  but  in  the  opinion  of  friends  in  whose  judgment  I  con- 
fide, to  be  calculated  to  convey  the  impression  that  I  had  not 
cheerfully  acceded  to  each  of  the  propositions  made  to  me  by 
the  committee  that  were  finally  thought  by  them  to  be  just  in 
relation  to  the  trustees,  or  at  all  material  to  the  interests  of  the 
creditors. 

As  both  my  verbal  and  written  communications  in  the  whole 
of  this  affair  were  with  you  as  the  organs  of  the  committee, 
you  will,  I  am  sure,  do  me  the  justice  to  state  in  reply  to  this 
note,  whether  I  have  not  throughout  the  entire  negotiation,  not 
only  willingly  consented  but  desired  that  the  trust  should  be 


*Note  by  the  editor  of  the  Register — Here  are  added  Ihe  cer- 
tificates of  the  clerk  of  the  executive  council  shewing  the  fol- 
lowing results  of  the  election  held  in  October  last — 

McKim.  Stewart. 

Anne  Arundel  county 1,132  1,114 

Awards  Baltimore 2,049  1,678 


3,181 
2,792 


2,792 


5,973 

So  it  appears  that  28  votes  were,  in  the  wholf,  witliout  the 
name  of  either  gentleman  for  congress.  Mr.  McKim's  majority 
389. 

fTo  make  the  matter  plain  we  add  the  following  note  vi'hich 
appears  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  Monday  last. 

The  worthy  gentlemen  who  presented  thf  instruction  of  the 
voters  of  the  5th  congresssional  district  to  Mr.  McKim,  made  a 
great  mistake  in  the  use  of  the  word  "majority." 

They  say  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  taken  at  the  last 
election  was  6,001 — and  that  3,717  voters  have  signed  the  in- 
struction.   Then— 

From  the  whole  number  of  votes  6,001 

Deduct  the  number  ofthe  signers  3,717 

And  there  is  left  2,284 

which  deducted   from   3,717   leaves  a  majority  of  1,433— one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

If  one  be  taken  from  one  side  and  added  to  tiie  other,  it  does 
not  change  the  "plurality,"  but  gives  two  to  the  majority. 


placed  as  well  in  relation  to  the  number  of  trustees  to  be  as- 
sociated with  me,  the  mode  of  their  appointment,  and  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  trust,  precisely  upon  the  footing  which  the 
committee  have  ultimately  recommended. 

Y"ou  will  further  oblige  me,  by  stating,  what  I  understand  to 
be  the  fact,  if  in  our  .icceptance  of  the  trust,  as  proposed  to  be 
regulated  by  the  committee,  there  was  any  material  difference 
of  opinion  between  my  co-trustee,  J.  B.  Morris,  esq.  and  my- 
self, when  we  were  called  upon  prior  to  the  final  arrangement, 
to  express  our  determination  upon  the  subject. 

The  acceptance  of  the  third  trustee,  R.  W.  Gill,  esq.  having 
been  given  after  all  the  conditions  of  the  trust  had  been  agreed 
upon,  is  of  course  evidence  of  his  entire  acquiescence  in  their 
propriety.    Very  respectfully.  THO:  ELLICOTT. 

Baltimore,  April  2J,  1834. 

Sir— Your  letter  of  this  date,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Gill,  Fridge 
and  Albert,  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  by  those  gentle- 
men, who  beg  leave  in  reply  to  state,  that  having  again  care- 
fully examined  the  report,  we  cannot  discover  any  ground  for 
the  impression  it  seems  to  have  made  upon  you  and  the  friends 
you  have  consulted.  A  recurrence  to  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  on  this  subject  will  show  that  it  could  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  committee  that  any  such  impressions 
should  be  made.  If  desired  by  you,  that  correspondence  shall 
be  published. 

It  is  proper  in  explanation  to  say,  that  the  propositions  to 
which  you  alluded  came  originally  from  yourseK— that  which 
related  to  the  appointment  of  additional  trustees,  was  acceded 
to  by  the  committee— the  others  were  modified.     By  order  of 
the  committee  of  fifteen,  I  am  respectfully, 

ALEX'R  FRIDGE,  chairman,  pro  tern. 

Charles  C.  Harper,  secretary. 

To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 

The  original  deeds  executed  by  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland  to  Thomas  Ellicott,  provided,  that  he,  in 
the  entire  execution  of  the  trust  created  thereby,  should  act 
under  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  honorable  Stevenson  Ar- 
cher and  Thomas  B.  Dorsey,  and  in  case  they  declined  to  act, 
then  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  such  other  person  or 
persons  as  they  might  name.  Those  gentlemen  having  declined 
acting,  appointed  Reverdy  Johnson  and  John  V.  L.  McMahon, 
esquires,  as  the  advisers  and  directors  of  said  trust.  In  confor- 
mity with  the  resolutions  agreed  upon  by  the  general  committee 
of  the  creditors,  and  Thomas  Ellicott,  and  by  the  direction  of 
the  said  advisers  of  the  trustees,  a  deed  of  assignme:it  from 
Thon»as  Ellicott,  and  the  president  and  directors  ofthe  bank  of 
Maryland,  uniting  John  B.  Morris  and  Richard  W.  Gill,  as 
trustees  with  the  said  Thomas  Ellicott,  according  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  original  deed  of  trust,  was  executed  and  delivered 
to  the  subscribers  upon  the  5th  April,  instant,  who  were  thus 
properly  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  affairs  ofthe  said  trust. 

The  trustees  have  directed  a  statement  ofthe  condition  ofthe 
bank  to  be  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  creditors  as 
speedily  as  practicable,  which,  when  ready,  will  be  submitted 
to  them. 

Persons  interested,  will  please  take  notice,  that  in  relation  to 
notes  and  draughts,  not  yet  due,  deposited  with  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  merely  for  collection,  by  [lartics  not  indebted  nor 
liable  to  the  bank,  and  over  which  the  bank  has  no  right  or  con- 
trol, other  than  as  agent,  the  trustees  do  not  consider  that  such 
notes  or  draughts  passed  to  them  by  the  assignment.  Applica- 
tions for  such  notes  and  draughts  will  be  made  to  the  cashier  of 
the  bank. 

It  is  proper  also  to  notify  the  debtors  and  creditors  of  the 
bank,  that  we  are  instructed  by  the  adviseis  and  directors  ofthe 
trust,  that  the  debtors  of  the  bank  are  under  the  circumstances 
attending  the  creation  of  this  trust,  and  by  the  statute  laws  of 
Maryland,  privileged  to  discharge  their  debts  with  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  certificates  of  deposite  issued  by  it,  or  the  open  ac- 
counts due  by  it,  and  that,  without  regard  to  the  period  at  which 
such  debtors  may  have  become  the  proprietors  of  such  notes, 
certificates  or  accounts,  or  the  value  they  may  have  paid  for 
them.  This  instruction  in  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the 
trustees  for  their  government,  and  it  is  their  intention  to  fol- 
low it.  THOMAS  ELLICOTT, 

JOHN  B.  MORRIS,  )■  trustees. 

RICHARD  W. 

Baltimore,  1th  April,  1834. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

As  we  cannot  publish,  at  length,  the  debate  in  llic  senate,  on 
the  29th  ult.  on  the  concerns  of  the  post  office  department,  we 
copy  the  following  abstract  from  the  "Alexandria  Gazette" — 

Mr.  Leigh  said,  referring  to  the  statement  made  in  the  Blue 
Book  with  regard  to  extra  allowances  to  contractors — 

"The  contract  prices  of  each  and  all  are  stated,  and  under 
them  the  extra  allowances  (where  there  are  any)  are  set  down, 
and  indicated  by  an  asterism.  I  began  my  examination  of  this 
list  of  mail  contractors  with  the  state  of  Maine,  and  having 
heard  a  good  deal  of  conversation  since  I  came  here  on  the  s\jh- 
ject  of  these  extra  allowances,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  see 
how  few  of  those  stars  were  in  Maine,  and  in  Ihe  other  New 
England  states,  and  how  small  was  the  amount  of  the  extra  al- 
lowances in  that  part  ofthe  union.  The  nnniber  of  them,  how- 
ever, begins  lo  increape  in  New  York,  and  ilience,  cradnally, 
till  the  mail  routers  cross  the  Potomac.     Getting  to  Virginia,  I 
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found  such  a  number  ofasterisms  as  quite  astonished  me — there 
is  a  perfect  galaxy,  a  milky  way,  illuminating  the  mail  routes 
through  that  state.  In  a  single  page  (page  256),  I  And,  among 
others,  the  following:  Alex.  Patterson,  $2,300  contract  price, 
*$2,300  extra  allowance;  Peck  &  Welford,  $5,221  contract 
price,  *$6,557  extra  allowance;  E.  Porter  &  Co.  $25,436  con- 
tract price,  *$28,232  extra  allowance;  D.  A.  &  O.  Saltmarsh, 
$8,000  contract  price,  *$4,913  extra  allowance;  Wm.  Smith 
(who  lives  in  the  county  of  Culpeper,  from  which  this  memo- 
rial comes,  and  if  reports  say  true,  takes  a  busy  part  in  politics 
there)  $10,897  68  contract  price,  *$9,550  extra  allowance;  and 
J.  N.  C.  Stockton,  $8,155  contract  price,  and  *$7,6I0  extra  al- 
lowance. 

These  extra  allowances,  in  that  single  page,  (to  which  my  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  the  light  of  those  ominous  stars), 
amount  in  the  aggregate,  to  $59,162,  while  ilie  aggregate  of  the 
contract  prices  is  but  $60,709. 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  referring  to  a  report  which  had  been  made 
from  the  post  office  department — 

"I  glanced  my  eye  over  it,  and  found  among  other  things 
there,  by  the  help  of  a  friend,  that  the  statements  of  the  most 
extravagant  of  the  extra  allowances  had,  in  some  thirty  or  forty 
instances,  undergone  erasure;  and  although  the  operation  had 
been  most  delicately  performed,  it  was  on  investigation  ascer- 
tained that  the  name  of  the  person  who  really  made  the  allow- 
ances (William  T.  Barry,  namely)  had  been  scratched  out,  and 
that  of  an  assistant  postmaster  general  under  Mr.  McLean's 
administration  substituted  for  it.  It  appeared  also  that  the  re- 
port entirely  evaded  and  omitted  to  answer  this  call  expressly 
made  for  the  additional  services  of  contractors.  The  man  most 
injured  by  the  misstatement  of  this  official  report,  applied  to  the 
senate  for  redress,  and  the  senate  did,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  re- 
scind the  order  for  printing  the  document,  on  the  ground  that  a 
report,  thus  discredited  in  so  many  instances  was  creditable  in 
none.  Yet  we  are  now,  by  the  burning  of  the  treasury  build- 
ings, deprived  of  all  other  statements  than  those  coming  from 
the  same  sources  from  which  this  document  proceeded." 

Mr.  Ewing  said:  "It  is  now  3  or  4  weeks  since  we  called  on 
the  treasury  department  for  information  respecting  mail  con- 
tracts and  extra  allowances,  which,  by  law,  are  to  be  deposited 
there  within  a  short  time  after  they  shall  have  been  made.  It 
was  not  until  last  evening  that  any  information  was  given  us  on 
that  subject,  and  we  were  then  informed  that  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  that  subject  had  been  nearly  all  consumed,  and,  among 
those  that  remained,  no  extra  allowances  appeared  to  have  been 
reported.  The  clerk  who  gave  the  information,  for  it  was  mere- 
ly verbal,  stated,  also,  that  those  allowances  appear  only  in 
pencil  marks  in  the  books,  or  on  the  copies  of  the  contracts  in 
tlie  post  office  department.  This,  sir,  is  truly  a  most  startling 
fact.  Those  extra  allowances  appear  on  the  Blue  Book  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  have  been 
made  by  that  department  which  is  rendered  insolvent  by  the 
waste  and  extravagance  of  those  who  control  it,  and  they  have 
avoided  the  only  check  which  the  law  imposes  upon  them,  by 
neglecting  to  report  to  the  treasury  department;  and  the  whole 
matter  stands  in  pencil  marks  only  on  them,  in  a  situation  to  be 
altered  or  obliterated,  as  may  best  suit  the  views  of  those  who 
have  access  to  them." 

In  any  other  age  of  the  republic,  how  such  facts  as  these 
would  have  startled  and  aroused  every  man  in  the  country! 
Will  the  people  suffer  such  conduct  now.'  Are  they  prepared 
to  countenance  corruption  and  abuse  so  monstrous,  gtoss  and 
palpable? 

— »»►»©  ® 8«i"  ' 

LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
From  the  Harrisburgh  Intelligencer,  of  ^pril  3. 
Substance  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  delivered  on  Tuesday 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
judiciary  comnjittee,  "that  the  speaker  issue  a  warrant  to 
bring  James  Lesley,  esq.  before  the  house  to  answer  for  a 
contempt,  for  refusal  to  answer,  (before  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  expenditures  on  the  canal),  the 
question: 

"Do  you  know  whether  any  engineer,  superintendent,  super- 
visor, or  any  other  person  or  persons  holding  appointments 
under  them,  have  been,  or  are  now  interested  in  contracts,  on 
any  of  the  public  works,  or  whether  any  of  the  piiblic  moneys 
have  been  used  by  any  of  the  public  agents  noxo  in  office,  for  pur- 
poses other  than  those  authorised  by  law?" 

Mr.  Dunlop  said,  that  the  house  had  certain  express  powers 
relating  to  powers  of  investigation  of  matters  of  fact — and  cer- 
tain implied  powers  necessary  to  carry  those  powers  into  suc- 
cessful operation.  That  the  house  has  power  of  impeachment, 
and  of  voting  for  the  removal  of  judges,  for  instance.  That 
these  express  powers  imply  the  power  of  examination  and  en- 
forcing the  disclosure  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject  or  matter. 
But  he  said  he  could  not  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  the  house 
have  the  implied  power  to  enforce  the  disclosure  of  facts  and 
discovery  of  papers  by  force,  the  purpose  of  procuring  informa- 
tion upon  any  and  every  subject.  That  the  right  of  enforcing 
disclosure  of  facts  and  discovery  of  papers  by  force  could  not 
legally  be  carried  beyond  the  execution  of  the  express  powers 
of  investigation  as  in  case  of  impeachment.  But  that  the  house 
could  not  enforce  the  disclosure  of  facts  to  enligliten  their 
minds  on  subjects  of  a  merely  legislative  nature.  That  he  could 
not  consent  to  the  doctrine  of  his  colleague  that  the  powers  of 
the  house  to  punish  for  contempt  extended,  for  instance,  to  the 
fiffer  of  a  bribe  to  a  member  in  his  chamber— but  that  the  ne- 


cessarily implied  powers  of  the  house  to  arrest  for  contempt, 
ought  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  protection  of  themselves 
whilst  actually  acting  or  about  to  act  as  a  legislative  body  and 
the  prosecution  of  the^  powers  expressly  confided  to  them  by 
the  constitution. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  case  before  the  house  he  argued 
that  the  house  ought  not  to  issue  the  warrant  to  arrest  Mr.  Lesley 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  in  contempt  as  he  Mr.  L.  was  not 
bound  to  answer  the  question  put  in  the  con:mittee,  in  as  much 
as  it  was  too  broad  in  its  terms.  That  as  the  committee  report- 
ed the  case  to  the  house,  the  house  ought  not  to  hold  Mr.  Lesley 
in  contempt,  unless,  (if  the  investigation  was  before  the  house), 
he  would  be  bound  to  answer.  That  he  thought  the  committee 
might  as  well  have  asked,  do  you  know  any  scoundrels  in 
Pennsylvania?  If  you  do  please  state  who  they  arc  and  why 
yon  think  so.  That  though  the  11th  section  of  the  resolution 
ordering  the  inquiry,  was  as  general  as  the  question,  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  committee  could  put  all  sorts  of  questions  to  a 
witness,  not  directed  to  a  particular  malpractice  or  the  miscon- 
duct of  a  particular  individual. 

He  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering  a  resolution,  that  the 
question  propounded  to  James  Lesley,  esq.  by  the  committee, 
appointed,  &c.  is  too  general  in  its  terms  to  justify  the  house 
in  issuing  a  warrant  to  bring  him  before  the  house  for  contempt. 

From  the  same,  same  date. 

(J(p-Nearly  all  day  yesterday  was  taken  up  in  debating  a  re- 
solution from  the  judiciary  committee,  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, that  the  sergeant-at-arms  take  into  custody  James  Les- 
ley,  esq.  and  bring  him  before  the  bar  of  the  house  to  answer 
for  a  contempt  of  the  house  in  refusing  to  answer  a  question 
put  to  him  by  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  public  agents  in  the  disbursement  of  money  on  the 
public  works.  Mr.  Lesley  refused  to  disclose  private  and  con- 
fidential correspondence  solicited  by  himself,  after  stating  that 
the  facts  to  be  disclosed  would  in  no  manner  criminate  himself. 

[The  resolution  was  passed — 67  yeas,  17  nays.] 

(Ji^This  morning,  (April  3),  James  Lesley,  esq.  was  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  house  by  the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Lacock 
read  a  case  in  congress,  of  a  publisher  of  a  paper  that  refused 
in  1812  to  testify  before  the  committee  of  foreign  relations.  Mr. 
Alexander  moved  that  the  question  which  Mr.  Lesley  refused  to 
answer  before  the  committee,  be  now  put  to  him  by  the  speaker, 
which  after  the  reading,  the  report  of  the  committee,  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Lesley  then  stood  up  and  the  speaker  asked  him  the 
question.  Mr.  Lesley  replied  in  substance  that  he  had  every 
respect  for  the  house,  but  that  he  had  divulged  every  thing  which 
he  could  as  a  man  of  honor.  Mr.  Lesley  was  then  recommitted 
to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Alexander  then 
offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  James  Lesley  having  been  brought  before  the  house 
of  representatives,  by  the  sergeant-at  arms,  on  a  warrant  issued 
against  him  for  a  contempt,  and  it  appearing  from  the  testimony 
offered  and  accepted,  to  sustain  the  charge  against  him,  and 
from  his  answer  before  the  house,  that  there  was  no  intention 
on  his  part  to  resist  the  due  execution  of  the  laws;  but,  that  he 
was  actuated  solely  by  a  principle  of  lionor,  magnanimoss  in 
its  conception,  yet  mistaken  in  abstract  legal  contemplation r 
And,  as  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  and  the  dignity  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  iiave  been  fully  vindicated  and  sustained; 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Lesley  be  forthwith  discharged 
from  custody. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Alexander,  Hoi 
comb.  Walker,  Crawford,  of  Franklin,  Stevens,  Lacock  and 
Keating  took  part,  the  resolution  was  postponed,  and  Mr.  Les- 
ley was  again  brought  before  the  house,  when  he  again  refused 
to  testify,  but  stated  that  nothing  that  he  could  state  would  im- 
plicate the  canal  commissioners.  He  was  again  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr, 
Alexander  to  discharge  him,  was  again  taken  up. 

The  debate  on  the  resolution  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Alexander,  Lacock,  Thompson,  Holcomb,  McCreery,  Barclay, 
Wallace,  Dunlop,  Crawford,  of  Franklin  and  Kerr,  of  Butler, 
to  a  late  hour,  when  it  was  negatived,  the  vote  being  ayes  19, 
nays  69. 

So  Mr.  Lesley,  is  still  in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arm?, 

[Mr.  L.  remained  in  custody  at  the  date  of  our  last  accounfp, 
.  Ed.  Reg.J 

—•.►»©  ®  a««'-  ■ 
LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

REPORT    OF   THE   JOINT    COMMITTEE    ON    THE     GOVERNOR'S    MES- 
SAGE. 

[Report  made  to  the  assembly,  March  31.] 
Mr.  Morris,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  special  message  of  the  governor,  of  the 
24th  March,  1834,  reported: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  all  the  consideration 
which  its  importance  demands,  and  that  their  deliberations  have 
resulted  in  an  unanimous  assent  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure, 
which  the  governor  has  recommended  to  tlic  legislature.  They 
have  prepared  a  bill  accordingly;  bnt  before  they  proceed  to 
submit  the  details  of  the  plan  on  which  they  have  united,  they 
deem  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  advert  to  the  circumstances 
which  render  its  adoption  expedient,  and  to  the  relation  in 
which  the  state  of  New  York  lias  for  several  years  stood  to  ths 
great  question  of  rechartering  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
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The  right  of  congress,  under  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
to  incorporate  such  an  institution,  has  uniformly  been  denied 
by  many  of  our  citizens;  while  others,  who  supposed  that  such 
a  right,  though  not  given  in  terms,  might  be  drawn  by  implica- 
tion from  express  grants  of  power,  became  at  an  early  day 
alarmed  at  the  itifluence  which  the  bank  had  acquired  by  its 
control  over  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  states, and  by  gain- 
ing over  to  its  service  many  individuals  of  dislinguislied  talents, 
who  had  uniformly  been  hostile  to  it.  All  saw  in  these  indica- 
tions of  strength,  a  danger  that  it  might  be  perverted  lo  the  ac- 
complishment of  objects  altogether  inconsistent  with  that  free- 
dom of  opinion,  on  which  the  durability  of  our  political  institu- 
tions essentially  depends.  An  apprehension  on  the  one  hand, 
of  a  concentration  of  power  dangerous  to  the  government  and 
the  people;  and  on  the  other,  a  deliberate  conviction  of  the  un- 
constitutionality of  the  bank,  led,  in  the  year  1831,  to  an  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  adverse  to  the  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  Since  that  time,  the  electors  of  this  state 
have  repeatedly  evinced  their  strong  repugnance  to  it,  notwith- 
standing the  efforts  of  that  institution  to  bring  about  a  change  in 
its  favor,  by  purchasing  presses  and  attempting  to  corrupt  the 
fountains  of  public  opinion.  But  the  firmness  with  which  all 
these  efforts  have  been  resisted  by  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, has  lully  demonstrated  the  existence  of  a  deep-rooted  con- 
viction on  their  part,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  continued  beyond 
the  period  for  which  it  is  chartered. 

In  pursuance  of  the  design  referred  toon  the  part  of  the  bank, 
lo  produce  a  change  of  opinion  in  its  favor,  its  accommodations 
were  extended  throughout  the  union,  from  about  forty-two  to 
seventy  millions  of  dollars,  between  December,  18.30,  and  May, 
1832.  In  this  expansion  of  its  loans,  our  own  citizens  largely 
participated;  and  the  unnatural  impulse  which  it  gave  to  busi- 
ness and  the  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise,  has  made  the  sub- 
sequent contraction  of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  more  embar- 
rassing and  disastrous  in  its  consequences. 

Unsuccessful  in  its  attempts  to  control  public  opinion,  by  ap- 
peals to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  tiie  people,  the  bank  imme- 
diately commenced  a  system  of  curtailment;  and  there  is  abund- 
ant reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  deliberate  plan 
to  create  wide-spread  embarrassment  and  suffering,  for  tl)e  pur- 
pose of  extorting  from  the  wants  and  fears  of  the  community  an 
expression  which  it  had  failed  to  obtain  by  the  extension  of  its 
favors.  There  is  equal  reason  to  believe  that  the  principal  ef- 
fects of  the  contraction  referred  to,  have  been  made  to  fall  upon 
the  citizens  of  this  state:  an  object  by  no  means  difficult  to  ac- 
complish, as  the  commercial  operations  of  the  union  have  cen- 
tered for  many  years  in  the  city  of  New  York.  And  although 
the  statements  of  the  branch  in  that  city  exhibit  no  diminution 
of  the  amount  of  its  discounts,  it  is  nevertheless  well  understood 
that  the  bank,  while  it  has  refused  to  the  city  merchants  the 
usual  accommodations  in  collecting  the  debts  due  them  from 
other  states,  has,  by  the  purchase  of  domestic  exchange  on  N. 
York,  through  its  southern  and  western  branches,  availed  itself 
of  their  indebtedness,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  upon  them  the 
distress  and  alarm  on  which  it  founded  its  hopes  of  coercing  the 
people  into  a  renewal  of  its  charter. 

It  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  condition  of  this  state 
would  have  been  one  of  extraordinary  prosperity,  hut  for  the 
embarrassments  which  have  grown  out  of  the  operations  of  the 
bank.  That  the  payment  of  duties  in  cash,  by  withdrawing  a 
large  amount  of  credits,  which  were  equivalent  to  capital  in  the 
business  of  the  merchants,  has  contributed  to  the  prevailing  dif- 
ficulties, cannot  be  denied.  But  it  is  believed  that  this  change 
of  system  might  have  been  made  without  serious  embarrass- 
ment, if  the  bank  had  not  retrenched  its  accomodations  at  the 
same  time,  and  by  creating  alarm,  put  an  end  to  that  inter- 
change of  confidence  and  credit,  which  is  indispensable  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  commercial  enterprises.  The  ele- 
ments of  our  prosperity  are  undiminished:  the  state  was  never 
essentially  more  prosperous:  the  surplus  production  of  the  last 
season  was  almost  unexampled;  no  foreign  n)arket  has  bei-n 
closed  against  us;  and  until  the  presses  in  the  service  of  the 
bank,  and  the  public  men  who  are  advocating  its  recharter,  pro- 
claimed that  the  country  was  overwhelmed  vvith  embarrassment 
and  suffering,  our  coman^.rce  and  enterprise  were  pursuing  their 
accustomed  channels  with  activity  and  success. 

That  much  of  the  existing  pressure  is  the  frnit  of  distrust, 
cannot  be  denied;  but  that  any  portion  of  this  distrust  is  to  be 
attributed,  as  the  partisans  of  the  bank  assert,  to  the  change 
made  by  the  government  in  the  places  for  dcposilins;  the  public 
moneys,  will  not  be  a  moment  conceded.  1(  the  public  moneys 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  commercial  operations  of  tlie 
country,  a  corresj)on(Iing  retrenchment  would  have  bei-n  the 
consequence.'  Hut  it  is  diflicult  to  conceive  in  what  mnnner 
their  transfer  from  one  institntion  to  anolher,  having  nearly  the 
same  local  situation,  and  possessing  similar  means  of  extending 
accomniixlations  to  business  men,  could  have  produced  tin;  ef- 
f(!Cts  ascribed  to  it.  'I'lie  local  banks,  which  received  these 
moneys,  have  di.-;counted  n|)iin  thi.'in  freely,  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  have  been  the  princi|tal  means  of  sustaining  tiie  com- 
munity against  the  evil  eonsei'inences  resulting  fnini  the  con- 
traction of  the  accommodations  ofthe  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
which,  (V'Mii  the  period  when  its  curtailments  comnu.-nced,  have 
l)een  rt:dueed  about  sixt(!cn  millions  of  dollars.  That,  this  con- 
traction has  been  made  in  a  caprieions  manner  ami  been  car- 
ried lo  an  niniecessaiy  extent,  ran  hardly  he  du-pnli'd:  nor  is  it 
doubled  that  it  might  close  all  lis  concern.-' wilhont  piodneing 
embarrassment  in  the  busiiiess  affairs  of  the  country,  if  it  had 


not  assumed  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  local  bankis  as  well 
as  to  the  decided  expressions  of  public  opinion.  The  former 
bank  of  the  United  States  discontinued  its  operations  without 
any  material  check  to  the  public  prosperity,  although  during  the 
contest  in  congress  for  a  recharter,  the  same  scenes  of  panic 
and  distress  were  enacted  by  its  partisans.  But  the  question 
ot  its  recharter  being  disposed  of,  it  submitted  to  its  fate,  and  by 
means  of  the  state  banks,  with  which  it  had  a  friendly  under- 
standing, tlie  transfer  of  its  accommodations  and  business  was 
made  without  difficulty  or  commotion. 

It  is  not  to  disguised  that  the  state  of  New  York  is  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  hostility  to  the  bank  and  its  partisans.     Although 
we  hear  of  embarrassment  and  distress  in  other  states,  those 
evil.-:  are  not  depicted  elsewhere  with  the  same  exaggerated  fea- 
tures. Bill  holders  have  been  urged  to  make  demands  of  specie 
on   the  banks;   unwearied   attempts  have   been  made  to  bring 
them  into  disrepute,  by  declaring  ihem  to  be  on  the  verge  of  in- 
solvency; and  it  has  been  their  misfortune  to  incur  the  enmity 
of  men  distinguL-^hed  for  their  talents  in  congress,  while  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  of  other  states  have  been  almost  entirely  ex- 
empt from  their  animadversions.     Rumors  ofthe  failure  of  par- 
tieular  institutions  have  been  put  in  circulation  simultaneously 
in  different  sections  ofthe  country;  merchants  of  high  standing 
have  been  made  the  subjects   of  similar  impeachment;  and  no 
effort  has  been  spared  to  produce  panic  and  distress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  the  people  of  this  st^te  to  take  shelter  from 
impending  evils  under  the  shadow  of  the  bank  of  the   United 
States.     The  credit  and  stability  which  our  local  institutions 
have  derived  from  the  safety  fund  system   have  enabled  them 
successfully  to  resist  that  grasping  monopoly:  and  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  attacks,  which  they  have  sustain- 
ed, would,  in   the  absence  of  the  provisions  of  the  safety  fund 
act,  have  produced   the   most  disastrous  conseqtiences.    The 
objections  which  have  been  urged  against  them,  by  those  who 
have  manifested  a  greater  willingness  to  assail  than  to  under- 
stand  the  system,  have   been  so  satisfactorily  answered  by  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  us  to  recapitulate  either  the  aspersions  or  their  refutation. 
We  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  remark  that  if  the  annual  con- 
tributions of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  for  six  years  only,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  fund  to  secure  bill-holders,  is  objected  to, 
the  objection  is  answered  by  the  fact,  that  in  other  states  the 
banks  are  required  to  contribute  annually  during  the  continu- 
ance of  their  charters  a  larger  amount  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment; if  the  evils  of  a  paper  currency  are  pointed  out  as  a 
source  of  apprehension,  the  answer  is,  that  in  other  states  the 
issues  of  paper  exceed  the  amount  to  which  our  banks  are  re- 
stricted: if  a  concentration   of  power  by  means  of  the  safety 
fund  is  feared,  we  answer,  that  the  interest  of  each  bank  is 
concerned  in  confining  the  operations  of  all  the  others  to  their 
proper  limits,  and  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  banks  are  con- 
trolled by  individuals,  who  are  politically  opposed  both  to  the 
administiation  of  the  state  and  the  nation.     Although  it  is  an- 
nounced  that  a  more  liberal  policy  has  been  adopted  by  the 
bank,  it  is  well  known  that  the  arrangement  is  to  be  temporary 
in  its  duration.     There   is  even  reason  to  believe  that  the  po- 
licy of  curtailment  will  be  resumed  and  pursued;  and  that  the 
people  have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  liberality  of  the  bank  bat 
through  the  surrender  of  principles,  which  they  have  repeatedly 
asserted,  and  which  we  are  satisfied  they  will  never  abandon. 
The  people  of  this  state  have  always  been  ready  to  make  all 
necessary  sacrifices  of  their  interest  for  the  public  good;  and 
we  much  mistake  them  if  they  do  not  meet,  with  a  firm  and  un- 
yielding resistance,  every  effort  to  coerce  them  into  an  aban- 
donment of  their  honest  opinions  on  the"  part  of  an  institution, 
which  has  set  the  authority  of  the  general  government  at  de- 
fiance, which  has  declared  that  it  held  in  its  hand  the  exis- 
tence of  the  state  banks,  and   which  has  exhibited  both  the 
power  and  the  disposition  to  inflict  injury  and  suffering  upon 
the  community. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  in  this  warfare  upon  us  our  re- 
liance must  be  upon  our  own  resources.  Our  banks  stand  firm, 
and  they  are  better  prepared  for  the  p,rosecution  of  the  contest 
then  they  were  when  it  commenced.  Many  individuals,  how- 
ever, in  our  commercial  cities,  have  yielded  to  the  pressure; 
although  the  distress  has  been  by  no  means  so  great  as  has  been 
represented.  The  efforts  to  create  a  panic,  which  should  re- 
sult in  the  prostration  of  our  moneyed  institutions,  have  been 
Irnilless;  and  if  the  business  of  our  citizens  were  left  to  regulate 
itself,  confidence  would  soon  be  restored.  But  how  long  the 
bank  may  allow  their  nijcrations  to  continue  undisturbed,  can- 
not be  foreseen;  nor  is  it  practicable  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  ofthe  liabilities  of  our  citizens  to  that  institution,  when 
ils  operations  are  spread  out  through  its  numerous  branches, 
and  when  the  only  avenue,  throiiijh  which  any  detailed  infor- 
mation can  be  reached,  is  effectually  closed  up  against  the  peo- 
ple by  the  rejection  ofthe  government  directors.  It  is,  however. 
Slated  that  its  total  amount  of  loans  on  the  1st  of  March,  inst. 
exceeded  fifty-four  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  it  is  believed 
seven  millions  at  least,  are  duo  from  the  citizens  of  this  state. ^ 
It  is  in  the  |>ower  of  that  institution  to  call  in  a  great  portion  of 
this  anmunt  in  a  short  period;  and  it  may  also  reach  us  by  sud- 
den curtailments  in  places  having  intimate  commercial  cor»- 
nexions  with  the  city  of  New  York:  and  we  should  be  wantin;; 
i\)  prudence  and  tbmsighl,  when  we  recur  to  the  past  manifes- 
tations of  its  designs,  if  vv«f  were  not  to  aiflicipate  and  guard 
against  such  an  exercise  of  its  power  as  its  inteicst  or  ambition, 
may  dictate. 
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Other  states  have  already  taken  suoh  measures  as  were  deem- 
ed necessary  to  protect  their  citizens  both  against  the  gradual 
withdrawal  of  its  capital  and  its  struggles  to  perpetuate  itself. 
On  our  part,  no  extraordinary  legislation  would  be  necessary,  if 
we  were  sure  that  its  affiiirs  would  be  closed  in  such  a  manner 
as  the  interest  of  the  public  and  its  stockholders  requires.  JJut 
when  we  consider  the  desperate  efforts  which  it  has  made  to 
procure  a  recharter,  the  assaults  of  its  partisans  upon  the  credit 
of  the  country,  and  the  evils  which  it  has  visited  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  this  state,  the  comniittce  deem  it  due  to  our  ciliisens 
that  some  nieasure  should  be  adopted  to  protect  them  from  an 
arbitrary  exercise  of  its  power.  The  necessity  of  such  a  mea- 
sure does  not  grow  out  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  or  any 
doubt  on  our  part  of  their  ability  to  withstand  any  assault  which 
may  be  made  on  them.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fully  satisfied, 
from  a  careful  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  banks  to  the 
commissioners  on  the  4th  of  March  instant,  which  were  exhibit- 
ed to  us  at  our  request,  that  nothing  but  a  series  of  unforeseen 
and  extraordinary  calamities  could  jeopard  their  safety.  But  in 
order  to  place  themselves,  as  the  committee  now  consider 
them,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  withhold  from  their  customers  the  ac- 
commodations usually  granted  at  this  season  of  the  year:  and 
any  further  contraction  of  its  operations  by  that  institution, 
might  compel  them  to  curtail  still  farther  and  thus  increase  the 
existing  pressure. 

It  is  only  under  this  view  of  the  subject — for  the  purpose  of 
affording  to  the  business  of  the  city  its  usual  accommodations, 
and  thus  securing  the  country  a  market  for  its  productions— 
that  the  committee  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  recommend 
any  measure  of  precaution.  Such  they  understand  to  be  the 
purport  of  the  governor's  message,  and  concurring,  as  they  do, 
in  the  views  presented  by  him,  their  attention  has  been  direct- 
ed solely  to  the  object  referred  to. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  suggested  by  the  governor  to  the 
project  of  a  large  bank,  other  considerations  of  force  might  be 
urged  against  it.  But  the  committee  limit  themselves  to  the 
single  remark,  that,  in  their  opinion,  no  such  indispensable  ne- 
cessity exists  as  to  warrant  the  legislature  in  hazarding  the  ex- 
periment. 

The  project  of  a  loan  upon  the  credit  of  the  state,  is  not  open 
to  the  same  objections.  It  will  be  a  mere  pledge  of  the  credit  of 
the  state,  to  the  amount  loaned,  for  the  protection  of  its  citizens 
against  an  unprovoked  warfare  upon  their  prosperity,  and  to 
enable  them  to  sustain  themselves  in  the  effort  which  they  are 
making,  in  common  with  the  citizens  of  other  states,  to  cast  off 
a  monopoly  alike  irresponsible  and  dangerous  to  our  popular 
institutions.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  objects, 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole  union  as  well  as  our  own, 
the  committee  conceive  that  we  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty, 
if  we  were  to  hesitate  in  resorting  to  the  credit  of  the  state  as  a 
means  of  protection,  in  case  the  necessity  for  its  interposition 
should  arise.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  authority  to 
make  the  loan  and  issue  the  stock,  be  vested  in  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, composed  partly  of  state  officers,  in  whom  the  pub- 
lic have  long  reposed  confidence,  and  partly  of  individuals 
known  for  their  talents  and  integrity,  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor and  senate,  whose  duty  it  will  also  be  to  determine 
when  and  to  what  extent  the  execution  of  the  measure  shall 
be  demanded  by  the  public  exigencies.  The  committee  are 
aware  that  such  a  discretion  may  be  objected  to:  but  they  see 
no  alternative  but  to  confide  it  as  they  propose.  Unless  this  be 
done,  the  legislature  must  either  declare  that  the  loan  shall  be 
made  absolutely,  or  by  refusing  to  act,  leave  their  constituents 
at  the  mercy  of  an  institution,  from  which  they  have  nothing  to 
expect  on  the  score  of  justice  er  liberality. 

The  amount  proposed  to  be  loaned  is  $6,000,000,  of  which 
$4,000,000  is  set  apart  for  the  city  of  New  York,  and  $2,000,000 
for  the  different  counties  of  the  state,  excepting  those  in  the 
first  senate  district.  The  commissioners  are  to  be  authorised 
to  issues  per  cent,  state  stock  for  this  amount,  redeemable  at 
different  periods,  asahey  may  think  proper,  but  not  exceeding 
12  years  in  any  case.  It  is  proposed  to  loan  the  amount,  set 
apart  for  the  counties,  through  the  agency  of  the  loan  officers, 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  act  authorising  the  loan  of  1808; 
but  the  money  is  in  no  instance  to  be  delivered  to  those  officers 
until  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  shall  first  determine 
that  their  citizens  require  it;  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan  of 
1792,  the  county  will  be  responsible  for  any  deficiency  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest  in  the  payment  of  the  sums  loaned  within  it. 
These  provisions,  while  they  leave  it  to  tlie  several  counties  to 
decide  whether  the  loan  is  necessary,  will  insure  a  certain  re- 
turn of  the  money  to  the  treasury  of  the  state,  after  having  per- 
formed its  office  of  guarding  against  the  evils  of  factitious  as 
well  as  real  pressure. 

It  is  proposed  to  loan  the  sum  set  apart  for  the  first  district, 
to  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  shall  make  appli- 
cation for  it,  and  shall  offer  to  the  state  such  ample  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
pal  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  commissioners;  but  no  part  of 
the  sum  is  to  be  loaned  to  any  bank,  unless  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board  the  public  exigencies  require  it,  and  in  no  case  is  a 
loan  to  a  bank  to  exceed  one-half  of  its  capital  stock.  When- 
ever a  loan  shall  be  made,  the  bank  receiving  it,  should,  in  or- 
der to  rendet  it  beneficial  to  the  community,  be  authorised  to 
discount  upon  it  as  capital;  and  in  this  manner  it  is  believed 
that  the  iiecessities  of  business  men  will  be  much  more  effectu- 


ally relieved  than  they  could  be  by  the  intervention  of  loan  offi- 
cers. The  execution  of  these  arrangements  will  depend  upon 
a  concurrence  of  the  banks  and  the  commissioners)  and  the 
committee  are  assured  that,  in  case  of  necessity;  It  would  afford 
a  relief,  the  effects  of  which  would  be  felt  lliroughout  the  state. 
The  condition  of  the  market  in  New  York,  neces^arily  affecla 
every  section  of  the  state;  lor  it  is  in  tliat  city  that  all  our  com- 
mercial operations  centre.  The  al)nndance  or  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney tiiere,  fixes  the  prices  of  all  tiie  production?:  of  the  interior; 
and  upon  the  ability  of  the  merchant  to  make  purchases,  will 
depend  the  reward  which  the  farmer,  the  mechanic  and  the 
manufacturer  receive  for  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  Thus  are 
all  classes  of  our  citizens,  and  all  sections  of  the  state,  linked 
together  by  common  ties  of  interest,  which  can  neither  be  brok- 
en nor  relaxed  without  general  en»barrassment  and  suffering. 
It  is  by  the  pressure  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
money  market  of  the  city,  that  the  distress  which  is  felt  in 
some  of  tfie  interior  counties,  has  been  produced;  and  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  alleviating  it  and  guarding  against  its  recur- 
rence, that  the  proposed  loan  is  set  apart  to  sustain  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  city;  indispensable  as  it  is  to  the  successful  employ- 
ment of  the  wealth,  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  whole  state. 
Such  are  the  general  features  of  the  relief  proposed  by  the 
bill,  which  the  committee  ask  leave  to  introduce.  They  are 
aware  that  the  measure  is  of  no  ordinary  character,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  not  without  precedent.  In  1786,  when  the 
country  had  passed  through  a  long  and  sanguinary  struggle  for 
independence,  and  had  come  out  of  that  contest  with  its  com- 
mercial confidence  impaired,  and  its  citizens  embarrassed  by 
the  pressure  of  pecuniary  distress,  the  legislature  of  this  state 
interposed  its  credit  and  loaned  to  the  counties  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  1808,  when  the  commerce  of  the 
country  had  been  suspended  by  measures  of  restriction,  indis- 
pensable to  its  preservation,  the  legislature  authorised  the  fiscal 
officer  of  the  government  to  borrow  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  to  loan  it  to  the  citizens  of  the  state.  In 
each  of  these  cases,  immediate  and  effectual  relief  from  a  tem- 
porary pressure  was  afforded.  Then  as  now,  the  state  waa 
called  on  by  a  regard  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  its  citi- 
zens, to  put  forth  its  credit  for  their  support.  And  the  commit- 
tee cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  if  in  the  cases  referred  to,  the 
appeal  was  not  unsuccessful,  the  obligation  of  the  state  to  stand 
forth  in  its  strength,  seems  at  least  equally  imperious,  when 
her  commercial  prosperity  is  assailed,  the  freedom  of  opinion 
outraged,  and  a  vast  moneyed  power  seeks  to  perpetuate  itself 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  political  institutions. 

The  loans  of  1786  and  1808  were  not  made  to  banks,  or  to  ci- 
tizens through  the  agency  of  banks;  and  although  the  proposi- 
tion to  intrust  so  large  an  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  local  in- 
stitutions may  meet  with  some  objections,  it  is  apparent  that 
this  mode  of  extending  relief  and  giving  renewed  activity  to 
our  commerce  will  be  more  effectual  than  any  other.  When 
we  consider  that  the  general  government  has  not  hesitated  to 
intrust  to  three  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  a  larger  sum 
than  is  now  proposed  to  be  loaned  to  all  of  them,  and  that  our 
citizens  have  confided  to  fifteen  of  those  institutions  private  de- 
posites  exceeding  $6,500,000,  no  reason  can  be  perceived  why 
the  state  should  put  less  confidence  in  them  than  those  who 
have  a  deeper  interest  in  their  stability  and  credit.  Our  canal 
fund,  exceeding  $2,500,000,  is  now  and  has  been  for  some 
years,  deposited,  not  only  with  safety,  but  with  profit,  in  our 
banks,  principally  in  the  interior  of  the  state;  and  in  the  year 
1833,  the  sum  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars  was  drawn  from 
them  by  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  for  the  redemption 
of  canal  stock.  In  1797  the  legislature  authoriied  the  sale  of 
the  United  States  bank  stock,  held  by  the  state,  amounting  to 
$1,300,000,  to  the  bank  of  New  York,  for  which  that  bank  gave 
its  bond.  The  capital  of  the  bank  was  never  more  than  one 
million  of  dollars;  yet  a  debt  exceeding  that  amount  existed 
against  it  more  than  twenty  years  without  any  loss  to  the  state: 
while  in  the  present  case,  the  proposed  loans  are  not  to  exceed 
one-half  the  capital  of  the  banks  to  which  they  are  made. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  this  measure  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  without  necessity.  But  when  we  consider  the  power 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  attempts  to  control 
public  opinion  by  successive  appeals  to  the  favoi  and  the  wants 
of  the  community,  the  comniiiiee  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  to  support  all  measures  necessary  for 
our  common  protection.  They  will  not  fail  to  perceive,  that  if 
this  vast  and  irresponsible  monopoly  is  successful  in  its  strug- 
gles to  maintain  itself  in  opposition  to  the  declared  will  of  the 
people,  it  will  gradually  overshadow  and  destroy  the  free  insti- 
tutions under  which  we  live. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS,  > 

C.  L.  LIVINGSTON,       }  of  the  senate. 
SAM'L  L.  EDWARDS,    ) 
ROBT.  H.  MORRIS,  -, 

OLIVER  PHELPS,  / 

AMASA  J.  PARKER,  >  of  the  assembly. 

MELANCTON  WHEELER,  V 
W.  H.  ANGEL,  -^ 

Marc?i3l,  1834. 

An  act  to  loan  the  credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  thereof. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented  in  the  senate 
and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  The  commissioners  hereinafter  named  are  hereby  autho- 
rised, if,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  interest  shall  require  it,  by 
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an  order  in  writing  signed  by  a  majority  of  tliein  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  comptroller^  from  time  to  time,  whenever  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  direct  the  comptroller  to  issue  spe- 
cial certificates  of  slock,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  re- 
strictions as  are  hereinafter  provided,  for  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  six  millions  of  dollars;  for  the  redemption 
of  which,  and  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  as 
herein  provided,  to  the  owners  of  such  stock,  the  faith  and  cre- 
■dit  of  the  people  of  this  state  is  hereby  pledged. 

§2.  Upon  the  filing  of  every  such  order,  the  comptroller  shall 
Issue  certificates  of  stock  to  the  amount  required  thereby,  in 
such  sums  and  to  such  persons  or  bodies  corporate  as  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  direct,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  loaned  as  hereinafter  directed. 

§3.  The  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorised  to  loan  so 
much  of  the  said  stock  when  so  issued  as  aforesaid,  as  in  their 
■opinion  the  public  interest  may  require,  to  such  of  the  incorpo- 
rated banking  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  they 
shall  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  four  millions  of 
dollars,  and  in  such  sums  to  each  as  they  shall  deem  proper, 
Jiot  exceeding  in  amount  to  any  one  institution  one-halfthe  ca- 
pital stock  of  such  institution,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than 
five  per  cent,  upon  its  par  value;  and  the  said  commissioners 
before  they  shall  make  any  such  loan, shall  examine  particular- 
ly into  the  affairs  of  such  bank.  And  the  said  commissioners 
may  also  at  their'discretion,  take  such  security  for  the  punctu- 
al payment  of  said  interest  and  the  ultimate  payment  of  said 
principal,  as  they  shall  deem  proper  and  necessary  to  insure 
such  payments  at  such  time  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not  ex- 
lending  beyond  the  time  when  the  principal  of  said  stock  shall 
be  reimbursable. 

§4.  The  certificates  of  stock  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
issued  in  the  manner  provided  by  chapter  320  of  the  laws  of 
1831,  and  the  said  stock  shall  be  transferable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  owner,  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  place  as  the 
canal  slocks  of  this  state  are  now  transferable. 

§5.  The  said  stock  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly  at  the  Manhattan  bank  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  shall  be  reimbursable  at  such  time 
or  times  within  twelve  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  as 
Ihe  said  commissioners  shall  designate. 

§6.  The  presidents  of  the  respective  banks  to  which  such 
stock  may  be  loaned,  shall  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  for 
at  least  two  days  in  two  of  the  daily  newspapers  printed  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  said  stock 
will  be  sold,  and  the  said  stock  shall  be  sold  at  such  time  and 
place  at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  amount  of 
any  premium  received  on  such  sales  shall  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  fund.  But  at 
any  such  sale  the  corporation  to  which  such  stock  may  belong, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  bid  for  the  same  and  become  the  purchaser 
thereof. 

§7.  The  paid  commissiouers  hereinafter  named,  are  also  au- 
thorised in  like  manner,  from  time  to  time,  as  ihey  may  judge 
expedient,  to  require  an  issue  of  like  stock  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  when  so  is- 
sued to  convert  the  same  into  money  and  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury  of  this  slate,  the  premium  thereon  to  belong  to  the  ge- 
neral fund,  and  the  capital  to  be  loaned  to  the  citizens  of  the 
different  counties  of  this  state,  except  the  counties  in  the  first 
senatorial  district,  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit: 

1.  The  amount  to  be  loaned  in  each  county  shall  be  ascer- 
tained by  an  apportionment  of  the  whole  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  among  such  counties  according  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  each,  as  ascertained  by  the  census  taken  in 
the  year  1830. 

2.  No  loan  shall  be  made  to  the  citizens  of  any  county  until 
an  application  therefor  shall  have  been  made  to  said  commis- 
sioners by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  such  county. 

3.  The  moneys  to  be  loaned  in  each  county  shall  be  loaned 
by  the  "commissioners  for  loaning  money"  in  such  county,  un- 
der the  act  of  April  II,  1808,  and  where  there  shall  be  no  such 
commissioners  in  any  county,  they  may  be  appointed  in  the 
same  manner,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term  and 
upon  the  same  tenure  as  if  appointed  under  said  act. 

4.  The  commissioners  of  each  county,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  their  office  under  this  act,  shall  take  the  oath  of 
office  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  file  in 
th«  office  of  the  comptroller  a  like  bond  as  is  provided  for  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  last  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  bond 
required  by  that  section  in  cases  where  that  may  now  be  re- 
quired. 

5.  The  principal  moneys  to  be  loaned  under  this  act  ehall  be 
payable  at  such  time  or  times,  within  twelve  years  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  as  the  said  commissioners  mentioned  in  the 
eleventh  section  of  this  act,  shall  designate,  and  the  interest 
thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  shall  be  paya- 
ble on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  in  each  year. 

6.  The  said  commissioners  for  loaning  money  shall  keep  se- 
parate books  and  accounts  relating  to  the  loan  authorised  by  this 
act,  distinct  from  their  other  loan  office  book5  and  accounts, 
and  in  addition  to  the  evidences  of  title  required  by  said  last 
mentioned  ant,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to 
require  of  the  borrower  a  certificate  from  the  county  clerk  and 
a  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  shewing  that  there  is  no  incum- 


brance upon  the  property  proposed  to  be  mortgaged  on  rHCord  in 
their  offices. 

7.  Whenever  any  principal  moneys  loaned  by  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  paid  in  to  them,  it  shall  not  be  reloaned,  but 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state. 

§8.  The  moneys  to  be  realized  from  the  stock  authorised  to 
be  issued  under  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  belong 
to  the  general  fund  of  this  state,  and  the  interest  upon  said  stock 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  said  general  fund. 

§9.  Except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  "an  act  authorising  a  loan  of  moneys 
to  the  people  of  this  state,"  passed  April  11, 1808;  and  also  of 
the  act  to  amend  the  same,  passed  March  29,  1829;  and  also 
of  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of 
land  sold  by  a  commissioner  of  loans  under  the  act,  entitled  'an 
act  authorising  a  loan  of  moneys  to  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
passed  April  11,  1808,' "  passed  April  21,1825,  shall  apply  to 
the  loans  to  be  made  under  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  moneys  loaned  constituted  a  part  of 
the  said  loan  of  1808. 

§10.  Whenever  upon  the  foreclosure  and  sale  of  any  pre- 
mises mortgaged  to  secure  any  loan  made  under  the  seventh 
section  of  this  act,  the  said  mortgaged  premises  shall  not  bring 
the  amount  due  and  to  become  due  upon  said  mortgage  with  the 
costs  of  foreclosure  and  sale,  the  deficiency  shall  be  reported  by 
the  commissioners  making  such  sale,  to  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors of  the  county,  who  shall  at  their  next  annual  meeting  for 
that  purpose,  cause  such  deficiency  and  the  interest  thereon,  to 
be  raised  as  part  of  the  contingent  charges  of  such  county,  and 
paid  over  to  the  county  treasurer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  said  commissioners  for  loaning  money. 

§11.  The  comptrollei-,  the  attorney  general,  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  bank  commissioner  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  three  such  citizens  as  shall  for  that  purpose  be  appointed 
by  the  senate  on  the  nomination  of  the  governor,  shall  be  com- 
missioners to  carry  this  act  into  effect;  but  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  require  any  issue  of  stock  as  herein  before  pro- 
vided, after  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

§12.  This  act  sliall  take  effect  immediately  upon  the  passage 
thereof. 

An  act  in  relation  to  certain  banks. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  representedin  senate  anH 
assembly,  do  enact  as  foliates: 

§1.  When  any  bank  shall  obtain  a  loan  pursuant  to  the  act  en 
titled  "an  act  to  loan  the  credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  there 
of,"  the  amount  of  such  loan  may  be  regarded  as  capital,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  increase  its  discounts;  but 
such  bank  shall  not  increase  its  circulation  beyond  the  amount 
now  authorised  by  law. 

§2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  passing  thereof. 


In  assembly — »3pril  2. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ^.  J.  Parker,  the  general  orders  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  McKnight  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  loan  the 
credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  thereof. 

The  committee  passed  the  remaining  sections  of  the  bill,  ns 
reported  by  the  joint  committee,  without  material  amendment. 
An  additional  section  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Haight, 
providing  that,  in  case  the  supervisors  of  any  county  should  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  take  the  loans  provided  for  such  county,  loan 
should  be  made  to  the  bank  or  banks  in  the  county;  and  if  there 
shall  be  no  bank  in  the  county,  then  to  any  other  banks  in  the 
state,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners. 

Another  section  was  adopted  on  motion  of  the  speaker,  pro- 
viding for  calling  special  meetings  of  the  boards  of  supervisors 
of  the  several  counties. 

The  same  committee  passed  the  bill  in  relation  to  certain 
banks.  [Authorises  the  banks  to  which  loans  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  just  passed,  to  discount  on  such  loans  as 
on  so  much  additional  capital.] 

The  question  on  agreeing  with  the  committee  in  their  report 
on  the  bill  to  loan  the  credit  of  the  state  to  the  people  thereof  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  89,  noes  12. 

The  following  are  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill— 

^yes— Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Anthony,  Archibald,  Arnold, 
Barnes,  Bartle,  Beardslee,  Bockeven,  Bowne,  Brasher,  Brown, 
Butrick,  Campbell,  Cargill,  Case,  Chamberlin,  Church,  Clark, 
Coe,  Conklin,  Crosby,  Culver,  Cuykendall,  Degrauw,  Dusenbu- 
ry.  Dyer,  Ellithorp,  Enos,  Fowler,  Gardner,  Germond,  Gordon, 
Grinnell,  Groom,  Guinnip,  Haight,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Heafly, 
Hertteil,  Hone,  Hough,  Humphrey,  Hunt,  Ingalls,  Johnston, 
Jones,  Kernan,  Kingman,  Livingston,  Mabbett,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Keon,  McKnight,  Mersereau,  Morrcll,  Morris,  Myers,  Myrick, 
Nichols,  Orr,  Osborne,  Palmer,  A.  J.  Parker,  I.  S.  Parker,  J. 
H.  Parker,  Phelps,  Ringgold,  O.  Robbinson,  J.  P.  Robinson, 
Rugfiles,  Schermerhorn,  Shays,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spafard,  Speak- 
er, Staats,  Stafford,  Stevenson,  Stone,  Strong,  Sumner,  T^rrv, 
Thomson,  Titus,  Todd,  Wait,  West,  Wheaton,  Wheelrr,  Wil- 
les,  Williams,  Winfield,  Wright,  Younglove,  Younc — 98. 

Noes — Messrs.  Clary,  Dana,  Emmons,  Fleming,  Fox,  Harris, 
Lewis,  Parkhurst,  Patterson,  Robertson,  Ward,  Whipple — 12. 

[The  bill  has  also  probably  passed  the  senate,  with  not  more 
than  ."i  or  6  nays.  But  wc  have  not  yet  received  the  particu- 
lars.] 
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Many  articles  prepai'ed  for  this  paper  have  been 
shoved  out.  We  do  all  that  we  can  to  keep  pace  with 
events,  and  the  duties  which  appear  to  devolve  upon  us, 
in  these  portentous  times. 

It  is  quite  plain,  we  think,  that  a  great  crisis  in  tlie 
history  of  our  country  is  rapidly  approaching,  and,  per- 
haps, is  closer  at  hand  than  is  generally  apprehended. 
IViings  cannot  remain  and  stand  still — as  they  are. 
There  must  be  a  forward  or  retrograde  movement!  The 
usual  political  questions  of  parties  are  merging  into  per- 
sonally interesting,  or  yet  loftier  considei'ations!  A 
whole  loaf  or  half  of  one — bread  or  no  bread;  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  or  the  will  of  individuals.  It  is 
not  a  party  question  when  an  hundred  men,  chiefly  with 
families,  shall  be  discharged  from  one  employ,  on  two 
succeeding  Saturdays,  as  it  is  freely  said  will  be  consum- 
mated in  Baltimore  this  day.  for  want  of  means  to  pay 
them;  and  that  several  hundreds  of  other  working  peo- 
ple may  fearfully  look  to  a  like  operation  at  the  end  of 
the  present  month,  in  our  vicinity,  from  the  same  cause, 
to  be  added  to  the  hundreds  already  out  of  employment. 
These  are  not  party  matters!  There  is  no  speculative 
opinions  in  them!  They  reach  the  heai*|and  home  of 
every  bod}"",  and  are  felt — bitterly  felt.  cToomy  or  des- 
perate faces  are  met  with  at  every  step.  Party  has  no- 
thing to  do  witji  them.  Wives,  children  and  property^ 
liberty  and  peace— are  the  things  which  are  under  consi- 
deration. Pass  over  th^P^l^oint  and  round  our  wharves, 
and  it  would  seem  as  if  a  withering  pestilence  was  raging 
amongst  us.  A  worse  or  better  state  must  soon  happen. 
We  repeat  it,  things  cannot  remain,  and  stand  still — as 
they  are. 

In  a  succeeding  page  will  be  found  a  brief  notice  of 
the  contents  of  an  extraordinary  paper  sent  by  tiie  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  senate,  on  Thursday 
last.  The  *'Globe"  of  the  following  day  contains  this 
paper  at  full  leiigth,  but  we  cannot  make  room  for  it 
without  an  utter  derangement  of  the  week's  business. 
We  the  less  regret  this  delay  because  of  the  abstract  of 
its  contents,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  "National 
Intelligencer." 

We  had  heard  that  such  a  proceeding  was  contemplat- 
ed, by  way  of  an  appeal  to  the  people,  but  did  not  be- 
lieve that  it  would  be  carried  out.  It  will  cause  a  great 
excitement,  and  especially  in  the  minds  of  those  opposed 
to  "the  government." 

It  will  be  observed  that  when  the  senate  adjourned,  a 
motion  that  the  paper  be  not  received,  was  before  that 
body.  With  a  full  senate,  we  think,  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  deciding  how  that  proposition  would 
be  disposed  of. 

The  house  of  representatives,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  is  voting  down  all  Mr.  Fn».C(?'s  proposed  retrench- 
ments, and  it  is  believed  that  the^fl_§*-/«w  will  be  enforc- 
ed to  prevent  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  the  appro- 
priation bill  is  reported  to  the  house — but  the  senate  can 
and  will  "correct  the  procedure",  and,  by  amendments, 
compel  a  taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house,  that 
the  people  may  know  those  who  profess,  and  those  who 
would  practice  economy. 

Mr.  Webster,  on  his  late  journey  to  Boston,  was  re- 
ceived and  parted  with  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Pro- 
vidence, &c.  by  thousands  of  the  people. 

Messrs.  Poindexter,  Preston  and  JMcDiiffie  visited 
Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and  received 
the  most  flattering  attentions  of  the  citizens — thousands 
having  waited  upon  to  honor  them;  and  they  were 
dined,  kc.  with  great  enthusiasm.  We  intend  to  give 
some  of  the  particulars  in  onr  next. 
Vqi.  XLVI— Sio.  8. 


The  bank  of  the  United  States  is  arming  itself  with 
specie.  Most  of  the  late  large  importations  are  on  its 
account.  It  will  sustain  a  sound  currency.  Its  notes  are 
like  old  gold.  The  confidence  of  the  people  reposes  in 
it.  The  sound  of  "the  horn,"  or  of  the  hurrah,  is  si- 
lenced by  the  jingling  of  its  dollars!  In  the  wreck  ol 
banks,  it  stands  fearless.  The  "reptile"  is  the  chief — 
the  "monster"  has  become  the  barrier  between  honest 
/flZto?' and  "rff^-6aron5,"  and  other  paper  money  manu- 
facturers. It  is  like  a  rock  in  the  ocean.  It  laughs  at 
the  storms  which  folly  and  prejudice  and  passion  and 
false  dealing  raise  against  it.  The  story  sent  forth  "by 
authority"  that  it  has  caused  the  pressure,  is  kicked  out 
of  every  decent  company,  by  the  power  of  truth,  and 
even  the  least  informed  of  the  people  begin  toask-— w/ia? 
harm  hath  the  bank  rendered  to  me?  "Uncle  Sam's"  pa- 
per reposes  in  the  back  part  of  the  most  common  labor 
er's  pocket  book,  if  possessed  of  various  kinds  of  notes. 
He  relies  upon  it  as  a  "friend  in  need."  The  bank  is 
winning  for  itself  "golden  opinions"  by  its  moderation 
and  liberality.  A  farthing  candle  does  not  aftect  the 
light  of  the  sun.  The  bank  has  the  power  to  return  the 
mischiefs  devised  against  it— and  refrains.  It  is  ready  to 
help  its  enemies  out  of  the  dark  ditch  into  which  their 
own  ignorance,  or  SM(iething  worse,  has  cast  them. 
And,  it  is  within  the  r^ige  of  probabiliti^,  that  its  aid 
may  be  required  by  its  bitterest  ppponentsJ  ,  JVous  rer- 
rons!  .  , ^         ■.       ,••  i . 

At  the  New  York  stock  exchange  On  Monday  last,  141 
shares  of  the  stock  of  this  bank  were  sold  at  105@105^. 

We  were  promised  a  "better  currency"  than  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  furnished!  Behold  "the  experi- 
ment!" Bills  of  the  Virginia  banks  were  at  5  per  cent, 
discount  on  Monday  last,  at  Baltimore — at  7^  per  cent, 
on  Tuesday,  at  10  per  cent,  on  Wednesday,  and  fifteen 
per  cent,  on  Thursday  last,  in  exchange  for  Baltimore 
bank  notes;  and,  on  the  same  days,  such  Baltimore  bank 
notes  were  at  a  discount  in  Richmond  ! ! !  Hence  w©  se© 
a  "glorious"  operation — but  the  poor  man  "pays  the  pi- 
per." It  is  an  abominable  state  of  things,  and  will  not 
i)e  submitted  to. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  Virginia  banks  are  as  good 
as  any  other  state  banks  in  the  union. 

The  Buenos  Ayres  papers  present  a  fine  specimen  of 
"rag  money,"  in  the  prices  current  of  commodities.  For 
instances,  a  silver  dollar  is  worth  7  dollars  62^  cents  in 
paper,  a  doubloon  120,  a  barrel  of  flour  60  dollars,  and 
so  on. 

Speaking  of  the  failure  of  the  four  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia— viz:  two  at  Washington  and  one  each 
in  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  the  "Globe"  of  Wed- 
nesday says— - 

"The  stoppage  of  the  District  banks  is,  doubtless,  intended  to 
produce  effect  on  the  Virginia  etections.  Recent  movements 
it»^  this  city  demonstrate  the  ^ame  that  is  pfaying.  The  banks 
that  have  already  closed  within  the  District  have  done  so  in  ac- 
cordance, TTo  doubt,  with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  United 
States  bank." 

Now  this  is  very  obliging,  indeed,  in  the  District 
banks!  They  become  bankrupts  just  to  accommodate 
the  bank  of  the  United  States!  This  brings  to  recollec- 
tion what  is  said  to  have  happened  at  Newgate,  England, 
when  a  person  was  about  to  be  hung,  who  kicked  and 
struggled  and  made  battle,  to  prolong  his  life— on  which 
the  reverend  chaplain  advanced,  and  in  the  most  sooth- 
ing and  fatherly  manner  said — "Do, good  man,  oblige  me 
by  being  hung,  peaceably — for  the  morning  is  chilly,  and 
I  wish  to  retire!     Do  my  good  man— -do  be  hung!'' 

We  are  not  surprised  that  such  abstirdities  are  manu- 
factured and  published  in  the  "Globe" — and  they  »ici/ be 
believed  in  a  certain  quarter,  and  there  have  the  desired 
effect:  but  business-men  will  regard  those  who  believe 
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ihem  as  candidates  for  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  S.  S. 
The  idea  is  not,  however,  original  ia  the  "Globe." 
We  think  that  it  was  thrown  out  by  some  imported  pa- 
triot in  the  West,  as  to  the  bank  of 'Maryland,  that  it  had 
failed  just  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  war  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  against  the  president !  We  guess  there 
was  a  better  reason  than  this  for  the  failure  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  or  its  notes  would  not  now  be  selling  at  from 
40  to  50  cents  in  the  dollar! 


day,  who,  even  by  the  vigilance  of  a  Parisian  police,  could 
not  be  found  as  citizens  to-morrow.  It  is  an  abuse  that 
must  be  abated.  Let  every  man  vote  as  the  law  gives 
him  a  right;  but  we  would  make  it  a  penitentiary  offence 
to  vote  contrary  to  the  law. 


The  six  million  loan  bill  has  passed  the  senate  of  New 
York,  as  we  expected,  17  to  4.  If  all  who  "do  business 
on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,"  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  the  banks  that  borroiv  parts  of  ibis  loan,  will 
be  in  a  bad  way  ! 

We  most  heartily  wish  relief  to  the  people,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  find  ourselves  mistaken  as  to  the  result  of  this 
extraordinary  proceeding.  We  think  it  is  calculated  to 
incx'ease  the  alarm,  and  add  to  the  pressure  on  the  mo- 
ney market,  in  the  general  opinion  formed  on  hundreds 
of  close  obsei'vations,  that  a  forced  credit  is  altogether 
inconsistent  with  a  sound  or  safe  policy,  in  individuals  or 
communities — and  affords,  in  itself,  evidence  of  despe- 
rate circumstances.  To  borrow  money  in  the  ordinai'y 
operations  of  business  and  things,  and  in  the  usual  way, 
is  often  highly  beneficial,  as  well  as  absolutely  necessa- 
ry— but  this  is  '"'■another  affair.  "  The  credit  of  the  state 
is  avowedly  sent  forth  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  banks, 
that  they  may  sustain  the  credit  of  individuals!  This 
is,  indeed,  an  "experiment. "  We  shall  see  "how  it  will 
work. " 


In  the  congressional  proceedings  will  be  found  a  brief 
speech  of  Mr.  JVlcXim,  the  meniber  from  the  5th  Mary- 
land district.  It  is  very  nearly .ijlfj  the  words  of  a  card 
issued  by  him,  at  Baltimore,  on  the  12th  inst.  and  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  insert  botlv^  But  in  reply  to  his  card 
we  have  the  following  notices: 

The  delegates  from  the  first  five  wards  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, who  were  charged  with  certain  instructions  to  the  hon. 
Isaac  McKim,  representative  in  congress  from  the  5th  congres- 
eional  district  of  Maryland,  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
reply  to  the  address  of  that  gentleman  to  the  voters  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  appeared  in  the  Republican  of  yesterday. 

.April  15,  1834. 

The  delegates  from  the  seven  election  districts  of  Anne  Arun- 
del county,  will  reply  to  the  communication  of  the  hon.  Isaac 
McKim  as  soon  as  the  names  which  he  has  adverted  to  as  not 
being  on  the  poll  books  of  the  last  election  can  be  ascertained. 
It  is  well  for  the  present  to  remark,  that  there  may  be  a  great 
number  of  voters  whose  names  are  attached  tothe  resolutions 
presented  to  Mr.  McKim,  who  did  not  vote  at  the  last  election, 
and  whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  those  books.  It  is  obvi- 
ous therefore,  that  the  poll  books  cannot  be  taken  as  the  only 
proper  guide  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  legal  voters  in  the 
district. 

April  15,  1834. 

The  mis-spelling  of  names,  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of 
an  election,  by  the  clerks,  not  personally  acquainted  with 
one-fourth  of  the  voters,  perhaps,  at  the  utmost  extent, 
and  other  causes,  renders  our  poll  books  very  uncertain 
guides,  in  the  absence  of  any  regularly  taken  list  of  qua- 
lified voters;  for  the  right  of  suftrage,  in  Maryland,  as  in 
New  York,  is  a  little  more  than  universal!  If  a  stranger 
is  resolved  in  himself,  and  has  good  backers  at  hand, 
(and  tliey  are  easily  obtained),  he  may  vote  several  times 
at  different  wards,  or  more  than  once,  even  in  one  of  them, 
under  different  names,  if  he  keeps  a  "bright  look  out" 
when  a  great  jjress  is  made  on  the  judges — for  there  is 
no  check  on  them  except  in  their  own  discretion,  exerted 
at  the  moment.  We  must  have  a  register  of  voters,  at 
least  in  our  large  cities  and  towns,  made  out  not  Ic  ss  than 
six  months  before  any  election  at  M'hich  a  person  shall 
be  allowed  to  put  in  his  ballot;  and,  if  his  name  is  not 
on  the  list  of  the  ward,  being  personally  unknown  to  the 
judges  as  a  resident  thereof,  let  him  be  rejected,  un- 
less on  the  recorded  oaths  of  two  householders  that  he  is 
entitled  to  the  vote  which  he  offers,  under  the  penally  of 
perjury  to  all  the  parties.  This  would  correct  an  evil 
which,  if  uncontroled  much  longer,  will  deluge  the 
streets  of  our  chief  cities  willi  blood.  I'be  resident,  or 
tax-paying  population,  will  not  suffer  the  perpetration  o.f 
such  frauds  upon  the  right  of  suffrage  with  impunity. 
They  will  not  permit  persons  to  "kill  their  votes"  to- 


[DEFERRED   ARTICLE.  J 

That  always  veracious  paper,  the  '■'■  Albany  Argus*'  of 
Feb.  14,  had  a  long  letter  from  Washington,  pretending 
to  give  an  account  of  the  anniversary  supper  of  the  "Ty- 
pographical society,"  in  that  city,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  extracted: 

"After  few  moments  of  respectful  silence,  a  letter  was  read 
from  Hczekiah  Niles,  esq.  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present 
at  the  festival,  and  wishing  health  and  happiness  to  the  compa- 
ny, and  all  practitioners  of  the  'black  art'  the  world  over.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  N.  as  well  as  1  could  hear,  was  exceedingly  violent 
and  bitter.  After  it  was  finished,  his  health  was  diunk  as  fol- 
lows: 
Mr.  Niles,  and  his  'black  heart'  {h  unaspirated)." 
The  "entire"  account  is  of  a-piece  with  this  extract— 
and  the  whole  may  be  judged  by  this  part.  Now,  the 
following  is  taken  from  the  official  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had  ontiiat  anniversary,  copied  from  the  "Tele- 
graph" of  January  14 — 

"The  following  letter  from  the  veteran  printer  and  editor,  He- 
zekiah  Niles,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  to  whom  a  special  invitation 
was  forwarded,  breathes  sentiments  that  show  how  deserving 
he  is  of  the  courtesy  and  esteem  of  bis  fellow  craftsmen: 

Baltimore,  Jan.  3,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  I  regret  to  say  that  the  nature  of  my  engagements 
are  such,  being  indeed  a  working-man,  that  I  cannot  visit  Wash- 
ington to-morrow,  as  I  wished;  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept 
of  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  and  present  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  society  my  sincere,  earnest,  and  hearty  wishes 
for  the  health  g^d  happiness  of  you  all,  and  every  practitioner 
of  the  "black  art,"  ^'rats"  and  ^^collar"  men  always  excepted. 
The  former  shall  not  steal  the  [bread  and]  cheese  in  my  office 
from  the  mouth  of  honest  labor,  nor  the  latser  ever  find  an  as- 
sociate in  me.  And,  while  it  is  with  just  pleasure  that  I  bear 
testimony  in  behalf  of  the  impfOveH  standing  of  the  working 
printers,  I  much  regret  to  say  that  the  profession  is  suffering  in 
the  public  eslimatioH,  because  that  the  press  has  been  made  the 
chief  instrument  of  joc/cej/s,  wishing  to  ride  into  office  by  the 
prouiulgation  of  error,  and  the  blackening  of  private  persons — 
and  with  too  much  success.  Of  this  sin — of  this  degradation  of 
our  noble  art,  every  regular  bred  printer  will  feel  as  I  do;  and, 
consistently  with  his  otiier  obligations,  do  all  that  he  can  to 
correct  and  restrain  what  he  cannot  "reform." 
I  rake  leave,  however,  to  offer  you  a  sentiment: 
In  the  mutual  respect  which  is  due  between  employers  and 
the  employed,  may  the  liberality  and  justice  of  the  former  be 
only  exceeded  by  the  industry  and  fidelity  of  the  latter. 

Yours  truly.  H.  Niles. 

Mr.  John  Dowling,  c/iairman  of  committee,  ^'c." 
And  soon  after  the  preceding  letter  was  read,  the  fol- 
lowing toast  was  offered — 

By  J.  F.  Crooker:*  Our  fellow,  craftsman  Hezckiah  Niles, 
esq.  of  Baltimore — His  successful  career  as  an  editor  proves  that 
none  are  more  faithful  ^'Registers''  of  the  events  of  their  coun- 
try, than  those  who  had  first  learned  to  Register  the  press. 

This  is  all  that  is  said  about  "Hezekiali  Niles,  esq.'* 
And  how  out  of  this  could  be  made  the  story  which  ap- 
pears in  the  "Albany  Argus, "can  be  understood  only  by 
those  who  are  conversant  with  the  arts  (and  know  the 
hearts),  of  ''able  editors." 

The  technical  terms  are  simple,  but  should  be  explain- 
ed. By  "rats"  are  meant  irregular  Morkmen,  a  class  of 
persons  that  I  have  never  encouraged;  "bread  and  cheese" 
is  an  old  term  in  the  "chapel"  or  printing  house,  and 
means  subsistence — but  the  words  "bread  a7id'"  were 
either  omitted  by  me  in  the  hasty  note,  or  left  out  in  the 
copy.  The  word  "collar"  needs  no  explanation;  every 
dirty  dog  knows  the  meaning  of  it,  as  the  badge  of  a 
MASTER — or  the  pledge  of  crawling  and  crouching,  though 
flogged,  as  evidence  of  his  claim  to  a  borie  when  wagging 
his  tail, — as  a  dog  oi/ght  to  wag  it,  and  belching  "bow, 
wow,  wow,''''  at  the  master's  bidding,  without  any  rea- 
soning why,  as  every  entire  dog  should  do. 

What  is  there  in  my  note  that  is  "violent  and  bitter.i"' 
The  word  "collur"  may  have  offended  some  present,  and 
probably  caused  the  chaste  communication  to  the  editor  ■ 
of  (he  "Argus."  These  fellows  often  put  me  in  mind  of 
a  West  India  story,  about  the  policy  used  to  detect  a  thief. 
Tbe  negro  slaves  of  the  plantation  being  gathei-ed,  it 
was  proclaimed  that  the   thief  was  revealed   by  a  par- 

*The  editor  ha.s  not  the  pleasure  of  recolk-cting  Mr.  Crooker 
— hut  af-ks  leave  to  present  his  t/ia^ilcs  to  that  gentleman  for  his 
handsome  cun)pliment  on  the  occasion. 
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rot's  feather  hanging  to  his  nose,  and  the  culprit  put  up 
his  hand  to  ?Ji-ush  it  away.  So  witli  the  niiserables — talk 
of  a  collar,  and  each  of  Ihem  believes  that  a  personal  re- 
ference is  made  to  himself* — 

"TliUs  conscience  dolh  make  cowaida  of  us  all." 

If  this  communication  be  not  the  product  of  the  "ho- 
norable and  honest"  Isaac,  it  must  be  that  of  some  Eng- 
lishman, many  of  whom,  or  of  other  fresh  importations, 
are  now  employed  in  teacliing  us  "democracy;"  for  no 
Ameiican,  uidess  as  cwiniii^'  as  Isaac,  would  thus  have 
//asperated  Aan  Aaich  for  the  use  of  the  y/albany  //argus. 


New  YoiiK  city  election.  Tlic  latest  accounts  from 
New  York,  i)ublisiied  in  our  last  paper,  vvere(htted  ^  past  1 
o'clock  on  the  last  day  of  the  election,  being  the  lUili  inst. 
and  tiien  the  report  was  that  the  citizens  were  arming 
themselves  at  the  arsenal,  to  suppress  large  masses  ot" 
rioters,  who  Avere  attacking,  and  knocking  down,  and,  as 
it  was  then  thought,  killing  persons  at  will!  We  shall 
HOW  proceed  to  make  a  brief  record  of  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, &c.  and  give  the  I'esults. 

The  affair  at  the  Masonic  Hall  has  been  mentioned. 
A  strong  body  of  Irislimen  attacked  the  "whig"  com- 
mittee, whose  head  quarters  were  in  that  building — a 
rally  Avas  made  by  the  Americans,  and  a  terrific  scene 
followed.  The  mayor  and  the  police  were  disregarded, 
and  about  15  of  the  peace  officers  badly  wounded,  some 
of  them  dangerously,  tlieir  bones  being  broken,  &c.  and 
*'dozens  lay  on  the  ground  bleeding  at  a  time."  It  was 
horrible.  Another  rally  was  made.  The  Americans 
rushed  to  the  affray,  and  10  or  12  of  the  rioters  were  ar- 
rested, and,  in  spite  of  resistance,  sent  to  Bridewell.  It 
was  now  evident  that  a  military  force  was  necessary.  The 
mayor  did  not  wish  to  use  it— but  it  was  decided  that  the 
city  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  and  an  application  was 
first  made  to  the  United  States  officers  on  the  station. 
They  declined  interfering,  not  feeling  authorised.  In 
the  mean  time  the  "whigs"  had  taken  possession  of  the 
arsenal,  and  they  held  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  mayor 
and  his  posse.  Gen.  JMorton  soon  prepared  1^200  men 
for  instant  service.  They  were  at  the  arsenal  by  3  o'clock, 
and  bodies  of  cavalry  were  ready,  armed  and  mounted  in 
haste.  These  preparations  quickly  cooled  down  the  fury 
of  the  mob,  and  order  was  prett}'  soon  restored,  when  it 
was  manifest  that  prompt  punishment  would  follow  its 
violation.  Many  men  remained  under  arms  during  the 
night— for  attacks  upon  the  bank  and  Merchants  ex- 
change were  loudly  threatened,  as  well  as  on  two  or  thi-ee 
of  the  printing  offices.  But  the  exertions  of  the  mayor 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  supported  by  the  military, 
preserved  the  public  peace;  and  the  rebellious  spirits,  ex- 
hausted by  three  days  of  almost  unremitted  exertion  and 
excitement,  were  thus  quieted. 

In  the  affray  at  the  Masonic  Hall  eight  of  the  police  of- 
ficers were  so  much  hurt  that  they  were  carried  to  the 
hospital.  Capt.  Munson,  of  the  city  watch,  so  much  so 
that  his  life  was  despaiied  of.  He  was  shockingly  man- 
gled, and  several  of  his  ribs  were  broken.  He  was  also 
struck  Avith  an  axe! 

Several  persons  of  good  standing  in  society  have  been 
freely  named  in  the  New  York  papers,  as  directing  or 
abetting  the  rioters,  and  it  seems  probable  that  some  of 
their  cases  will  come  before  the  courts.  A  large  num- 
her  of  persons  were  arrested  at  different  times,  and  sent 
to  prison — these  wei-e  nearly  all  Irishmen;  and  as  in  such 
cases  it  most  commonly  happens,  were  made  the  victims 
of  persons  "behind  the  scenes,"  less  brave  but  more  cun- 
ning than  they. 

We  might  fill  several  pages  with  details  of  disgusting 
things  that  happened — I)Ut  would  forget  them,  and  hope 
that  they  will  be  forgotten,  except  in  organizations  to 
prevent  their  repetition.  They  cannot  be  permitted. 
Life  and  property,  in  the  great  city  of  New  York,  must 
not  be  tlius  made  insecure.     The  mob   must  be  taught 


*We  recollect  another  case  that  is  applicable  to  the  present 
occasion.  A  ^eutlcuian  was  wriiing  -a  leltfr  in  a  public  coffee 
house  in  London,  and  closed  by  savings  "I  would  write  further, 
but  an  impudent  scoundrel  is  lookins;  over  my  slioulder.  I  sliall 
knock  him  down  directly,  if  he  is  worth  it."  "I'm  not  looking 
over  your  shoulder:"  said  the  scoundr*?!.  On  which  the  gentle- 
man rose  and  looking  at  the  thing,  wiih  bitter  coatempt  said— 
"Be  easy— you  are  not  worth  knocking  down." 


obedience  to  the  laSv.     The  extent  of  the  danger  is  now 
clearly  pei-ceived,  and  it  will  be  guarded  against. 

On  tlie  day  afler  the  tdection,  general  Mortoi»  issued 
an  order  in  which  he  handsomely  acknowledged  the  ser- 
vices of  th«  military. 

T(IE    RKSULT. 

The  following  sliews  the  wliole  number  of  votes,  for 
mayoi",  and  tlie  majorities  in  each  of  the  wards: 
Wards,         Whole  A'o.         Laurence  (J.)        Verplanck  (anti-J.) 
Majorities.  Majorities. 

1 2,104 926 

2 1,678 , 604 

3 1,911 539 

4 2,413 244 

5 2,483 127 

6 1,898 313 

7 3,023. .182 

8; ....3,630 69 

9 2^725. ...v 255 

10.... i 2,850. 363 

11.. 3,090 832 

12. 1,475 .455 

13. ...2,240 445 

14 2,095 141 

15. 1,531 298 
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2,986 
2,807 


Majority  for  Lawrence         179 
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If  these  results  are  fairly  stated,  it  appears  that  there 
was  a  decided  majority  in  favor  of  the  "whig"  (as  they 
call  themselves)  aldermen  and  assistant  aldermen. 

The  effect  of  this  election  places  all  the  municipal 
power  of  the  clty^ — such  as  the  appointment  of  all  offi- 
cers, {including  the  judges  of  the  elections),  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  city's  money,  in  the  hands  of  the  anti-Jackson 
party — by  a  majority  of  four  in  joint  ballot — to  say  no>- 
thing  of  the  election  in  tlie  6th  ward,  which  may  be  set 
aside.  The  majority  in  the  board  of  aldermen  is  3,  in 
that  of  assistant  aldermen  1. 

We  publish  some  account  of  a  large  meeting  of  adopt- 
ed [Irish]  citizens  recently  held  in  New  York,  with  ano- 
ther letter  from  Dr.  JMacJieven  and  one  from  counsellor 
Sampson,  on  the  recent  state  of  affairs,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  those  severely  hostile  feelings  which 
have  been  extensively  produced,  because  that  marshalled 
bands  of  natives  of  Ireland  were  used  at  the  late  election 
in  the  city  just  named  as  mere  fighting  machine^,*  nc\in^ 
with  such  indiscretion  and  violence  as  to  make  it  neces- 


*Il  is  admitted  by  all  sides,  we  believe,  that  the  mobs  were 
composed  of  Irishmen,  and  the  proof  is  in  the  fact  that  nearly 
all  arrested  by  the  police  were  of  that  class  of  persons — others 
not  having  the  reckless  courage  to  do  in  person,  what  they  ad- 
vised them  to  do. 


ue 


NILES'  REGISTER— APRIL   19,   1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


sary  to  call  out  the  military  to  restrain  and  reduce  them 
to  order.  The  outrageous  proceedings  of  these  poor 
and  ignorant  men,  congregated  on  the  worst  principles 
and  for  the  most  reprehensible  purposes,  were  more  on 
account,  perhaps,  of  the  bad  hearts  of  those  who  arrayed 
and  stimulated  them,  than  of  their  own  wi'ong  heads. 
They  were  rallied  by  a  battle  cry,  and,  by  force,  were 
expected  to  decide  great  queiitions  in  political  economy, 
of  the  real  merits  of  which  they  generally  know  about  as 
much  as  the  rudest  inhabitants  of  an  equinoxial  wilder- 
ness know  of  the  nature  of  the  mountains  of  ice  which 
roll  in  the  northern  seas,  or  of  the  vast  fields  of  frozen 
water  that  surround  the  poles!  What  eould  these  men 
know  of  the  principles  of  the  currency,  and  the  delicate 
relations  between  men  of  business,  on  which  the  public 
prosperity  so  materially  depends?  Nothing!  And  yet 
their  aid  was  invoked  to  settle  disputed  questions  of 
right — to  act  violently  against  the  body  of  the  American 
merchants  and  traders  and  mechanics,  and  establish  a 
quasi  foreign  dominion  over  the  great  city  of  N.  York ! — 
and  it  was  reasonably  believed,  as  we  should  suppose, 
that  from  four  to  six  thousand  of  them,  many  congre- 
gated from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  voted  at  the  late 
election,  who  had  no  sort  of  interest  in  the  city  govern- 
ment! For  these  and  other  reasons  that  might  be  given, 
a  great  degree  of  excitement  has  sprung  up  against  this 
class  of  persons,  and  is  extending  all  over  the  United 
States.  To  allay  this,  and  induce  persons  to  make  just 
discriminations,  at  least,  as  before  observed,  Ave  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  stated — ^bearing  a  willing  testimony 
on  our  part,  that  natives  of  Ireland,  however  ignorant 
they  may  be,  and  rough  as  they  appear,  on  their  arrival 
in  America,  because  of  their  privations  and  oppressions 
at  home,  being  permanently  located  in  some  regular  bu- 
siness, and  spread  among  the  people  at  large,  are  capa- 
ble of  the  highest  state  of  improvement,  and  often  be- 
come among  the  most  discreet  and  useful  part  of  the  po- 
pulation. It  is  unfortunate  that  they  are  collected  in 
masses  on  any  occasion,  but  wicked  to  use  them  as^ght- 
ing  machines  at  the  polls — and  it  is  no  wonder  when  we 
see  them  arrayed  as  a  separated  class  of  the  people,  that 
native  Americans  feel  indignant  at  such  proceedings  as 
those  which  have  happened  at  New  York. 

The  first  paragraph  of  Dr.  J\Iacn€ven''s  letter,  we  hope, 
will  be  carefully  considered  by  all  the  natives  of  Ireland, 
adopted  in  America.  His  exhortation,  that  these  should 
not  keep  themselves  as  a  separated  class,  is  worthy  of 
his  honored  name,  and  that  of  the  illustrious  men  with 
whom  he  struck  for  liberty — in  "times  that  tried  men's 
souls,"  in  the  land  of  his  fathers. 

A  very  large  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Musical 
Fund  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on  Monday  afternoon  last,  to 
compliment  the  "whigs"of  New  York  on  the  late  victory 
gained  by  them.  Though  thousands  were  in  the  huge 
room,  other  thousands  could  not  get  in!  It  was  a  com- 
plete "jam."  John  Sergeant  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
delivered  an  address  of  "great  power  and  ability" — "one 
of  the  happiest  efforts"  of  that  distinguished  man.  Mr. 
Preston,  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  JMcDvjffie,  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  were  present.  The  first  was  loudly 
called  for,  when  Mr.  Sergeant  had  concluded,  and  he 
addressed  the  meeting  at  considerable  length.  Mr.  JMc- 
Duffie  was  then  as  loudly  named,  and  he  also  spoke 
with  his  usual  ardency  and  power,  in  which  he  paid  a 
handsome  compliment  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  who,  though  hc 
had  differed  in  opinion  with  him,  he  regarded  as  a 
"sterling  patriot,"  &cc.  Each  of  these  speeches  were  re- 
ceived with  hearty  and  continued  marks  of  approbation, 
and  often  inteiTupted  with  shouts  of  applause.  The  like, 
it  is  said,  had  never  before  been  witnessed  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  people  were  in  the  highest  possible  state  of 
enthusiasm.  Gen.  Green,  editor  of  the  "Telegraph," 
was  also  called,  and  briefly  thanked  the  meeting,  in  an 
appropriate  manner.  The  resolutions  were  then  read  by 
Josiah  Randall,  and  unanimously  adopted.  "They  allude 
to  the  recent  triumph  of  the  friends  of  the  constitution  in 
New  York,  in  a  becoming  spirit,  and  recommend  that  a 
public  celebration  of  the  victory  take  place  on  Saturday 
next  at  Powelton,  and  that  our  friends  in  New  York  be 
invited  to  participate  with  us  in  the  festival." 

We  must,  at  least,  defer  the  particulars  of  this  meet- 
ing- 


A  grand  "whig"  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  was  fired 
on  the  Common,  at  Boston,  on  receiving  news  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  election  of  New  York,  and  a  general  meeting 
of  the  people  had  been  called  to  express  their  joy,  "i» 
the  redemption  of  the  political  character  of  that  great 
commercial  metropolis." 

An  immense  multitude  of  people  partook  of  a  collation 
in  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  to 
celebrate  the  victory  gained  in  the  "three  days."     Ibe 
garden  was  dressed  with  flags,  and  every  thing  prepared 
on  a  grand  scale.     Pipes  of  wine  and  barrels  of  beer  were 
present  in  abundance,  with  a  full  supply  of  eatables.    Af- 
ter partaking  of  refreshments,  (in  which  a  great  deal  of 
business  was  done  in  a  short  lime,  by  the  thousands  em- 
ployed— for  many  mouths,  like  many  hands,  make  quick 
work!)  the  meeting  was  organized,  by  appointing  Benja- 
min Wells,  carpenter,  president,  12  vice  presidents  and 
4  secretaries,  of  whom  there  was  one  cartman,*  one  sail 
maker,  one  grocer,  one  watchmaker,  one  ship  carpejiter, 
one  potter,  one  mariner,  one  physician,  one  printer,  one 
surveyor,  four  merchants,   &,c.     The  president  briefly, 
but  strongly,  addressed  the  multitude  as  did  several  other 
gentlemen,     A  committee  of  congratulation  from  Philu- 
delphia,  was  presented  to  the  people,  and  received  with 
shouts.     Mr.    Verplanck  was  then  introduced,  and   re- 
ceived  with  enthusiastic  cheers.     An  address  was  read 
and  agreed  to.    Mr.  Webster,  being  in  New  York,  on  his 
way  to  Washington,  was  invited  to  this  festival,  but  be 
declined   in  a  letter  of  considerable  length,  which   was 
now   read.     A  series  of  strong  toasts,  and  many  volun- 
teers, were  next  given.     A   salute  was  then  fired  from 
the  miniature  frigate  Constitutiox,  (which  had  been 
drawn  through  the  streets  the  "three  days") — it  was  re- 
turned  by  one  of  the  Austrian  frigates,  on  which  the 
stripes  and  stars  floated,  and  that  compliment  was  ac- 
knowledged by  a  salute  from  the  frigate  Brandt/^vine„ 
which  had  just  hauled  into  the  Hudson.     When  the  time 
for  adjournment  arrived,  the  vast  multitude,  in  a  solid 
column,    taking   a   considerable    circuit,   proceeded   to 
Greenwich  street,  where  Mr.  Webster  was  dining  with  a 
friend.     Loudly  called  for,  he  came  forward,  and  was  in- 
stantly  surrounded  by  a  dense  mass  of  merchants  and 
cartmen,  sailors  and  mechanics,  professional  men  and 
laborers,  &c.  seizing  him  by  his  hands.     He  was  asked 
to  say  a  few  words  to  the  people,  and   did   so.     He  ex- 
horted them  to  perseverance  in  support  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and,  as  a  dead  silence   prevailed,  he  was  heard   by 
thousands.     He  thanked  them,  and  ended  by  hoping  that 
God  would  bless  them  all.     Nine  cheers  Avere  given,  and 
the  people  departed  for  the  residence  of  Dr.  JMacneven, 
whom  they  cheered,  and  he  made  a  grateful  reply  to  the 
compliment  paid  him.     Here  ended  the  day's  fesiival, 
and  before  6  o'clock  all  was  quiet — no  excesses  of  any 
sort  were  committed,  nothing  happened  to  mar  the  har- 
mony  of  the  meeting,  and  no  act  of  intemperance   was 
committed,  though  the  means  of  indulgence  were  so  free- 
ly at  hand. 

Some  three  or  four  of  the  late  [regular]  speeches  deli- 
vered in  congress  should  be  registered — but  the  flow  of 
matter  is  still  so  great  that  we  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with  it.  The  simple  reading  of  all  that  we  ought  to 
read,  is  a  severe  operation— in  addition  to  other  duties. 

We  have  nothing  yet  to  give  any  certain  indication  of 
the  general  result  of  the  Virginia  elections.  The  "En- 
quirer" claims  a  gain  of  three  or  four  members,  in  east- 
ern Virginia — but  we  have  no  accounts  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  state.  We  incline  to  a  belief  that  the  state 
of  parties  will  remain  nearly  the  same  as  it  was. 

There  are  returns  from  29  counties,  which  give  15 
Jackson,  and  19  "opposition"  members. 

Littleton  P.  Dennis,  esq.  a  worthy  representative  from 
the  state  of  Maryl.ind  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  died,  at  Washington,  on  Monday  last,  after  an 
illness  of  six  or  seven  days. 

*Thi3  gentleman,  Mr.  Milligan,  came  forward  and  took  his 
seat  on  the  right  of  the  president,  dressed  in  his  frock,  with  hi* 
whip  in  his  hand,  and  was  received  with  with  wine  cheers,  m 
which  he  heartily  >oined  waiving  his  whip. 
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General  Robert  B.  Taylovy  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished sons  of  Virginia,  as  a  practitioner  at  the  bar  and 
H  judge,  in  peace,  or  as  a  soldier,  in  war,  died  at  Norfolk 
on  the  13th  inst.  universally  lamented.  He  had  a  peculiar 
way  of  obtaining,  because  he  deserved  them,  the  entire 
confidence  and  earnest  esteem  of  all  wlio  knew  him,  in 
every  department  of  his  active  life.  He  held  the  com- 
mand at  Norfolk  during  the  late  war — and  a  very  ardu- 
ous and  important  one  it  was.  He  was  equally  prompt 
in  his  attention  to  the  hospitals,  in  which  hundreds  of 
Americans  suffered  or  died,  as  he  was  to  the  movements 
of  a  barbarian-like  «nemy  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. 

It  is  stated  that  JMonticello,  the  late  residence  of  Mr. 
Jeff'i;rso?i,  has  been  purchased  by  lieut.  Lex>y  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  tliat  he  intends  to  commence 
immediately  such  improvements  and  repairs,  as  will  fully 
restore  the  buildings,  fctc.  to  their  original  condition: 
after  whicli  it  will  be  accessible  to  visitors  once  a  week. 

There  is  yet  much  excitement  in  South  Carolina  on 
account  of  the  test-oath  required  of  militia  officers,  and 
some  talk  of  resisting  it  by  violence!  Many  meetings 
on  this  subject,  especially  in  the  mountain  parts  of  th« 
state,  have  been  lield,  at  which  the  oath,  and  those  who 
made  it,  or  take  it,  were  severely  denounced. 

There  is  a  considerable  emigration  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  a  great  one  from  South  Carolina,  to  Alabama 
and  Mississippi. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  the  editor, 
From  a  gentleman  of  Mississippi — -just  as  it  is  written 
and  marked— excrpt  the  name: 

"1  am  requested  by  Mr.  G.  to  say  to  you  that  the  re- 
mittance by  him  would  have  taken  place  sooner  but  for 
the  glorious  uncertainty  of  Uncle  Sum^s  neivs  satchel  in 
these  strange  tiniest  he  had  doubts  whether  tiiere  was  any 
communication,  direct  or  indirect,  from  here  to  Balti- 
more until  recently,  when  one  of  your  papers  came  to 
hand,  and  brought  the  glorious  news  of  a  clear  passage," 


Mattik.  The  municipal  election  took  place  in  the 
eity  of  Portland  last  week,  and  was  a  fair  and  ardent 
.trial  of  the  strength  of  parties.  Last  year  the  Jacksojj 
parly  elected  their  candidate  for  mayor  by  a  majority  of 
about  200  votes,  now  Levi  Cutter,  esq.  anti-Jackson,  has 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  416,  obtaining  a  majoi-ity  in 
six  wards  out  of  seven — and  all  the  aldermen  and  other 
officers  are  elected  in  every  ward  except  No.  7. 

CoxxECTlcTTT.  The  retums  of  the  late  election  are 
not  yet  complete.  Mr.  Foot\%  chosen  governor,  having 
a  majoi'ity  of  the  whole  number  of  votes;  and  his  votes, 
added  to  those  given  to  the  anti-masonic  candidate,  place 
Mr.  Edwards,  the  Jackson  candidate,  between  5  and 
6,000  behind.  Seventeen  senatorial- districts  iiave  return- 
ed "whig"  members,  and  the  other  four  districts  "Jack- 
son" members.  The  assembly  will  stand  about  three  to 
one  anti-Jackson. 

There  has  been  a  great  rally  and  revolution  in  this 
state,  by  the  "experiment."  It  has  warmed  the  people 
into  action. 

Tke  Ricn  MAN  AND  THE  BEGQAR.  A  fich  man  was  passing 
aiong  the  road  in  a  splendid  coach,  when  a  cur  sallied  out, 
snarling:  and  barking,  and  trying  lo  stop  his  hordes  by  getting 
before  ihein.  A  beggar  was  sitting  by  the  road  side,  gnawing  a 
bone,  and  apparently  half  faini«hed,  while  his  clothes  were 
falling  from  him  in  rags.  The  cur  seeing  him  thus  employed, 
lan  toward*  him,  and  fawned  at  his  feet: 

'•You  should  teach  your  dog  better  manners,"  said  the  rich 
mnn. 

"He  is  not  mine," said  the  other. 

"Why  then  does  he  bark  at  me  and  fawn  on  you?" 

*'Don't  you  see  I've  got  a  hone  to  throw  awayl''  replied  the 
beggar.  [Paulding. 

BANKS,    CCRUEIfCT    AND  THE   TIMES. 

The  "experiment"  has  a  ^^beautifuV*  effect,  as  old  col. 
Lcrval  used  to  say  was  the  effect  of  gi'ape-shot  upon  ca- 
valry!  There  is  killine  and  wounding,  and  floundering 
and  flouncing  without  limit,  and  without  the  prospect 
of  an  end  I 


In  our  last  we  gave  the  ojfficial  notice  of  the  closing  of 
the  bank  of  Washington,  which  we  thought  was  one  of 
the  most  carefully  managed  banks  in  the  District;  but 
now  we  have  to  add  three  similar  notices. 

Farmer*'  and  Mechanics'  lank  of  Georgetown,  ^pril  12,  1834. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors,  called  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimoMsly  adopted: 

The  board  of  directors  of  this  bank  have,  for  the  present,  de- 
cided to  discontinue  specie  payments,  and  suspend  active  bank- 
ing opei;atiuns. 

In  coinifig  to  this  painful  decision,  the  board  of  directora  Kr« 
actuated  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  alike  to  the  creditors  and  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank,  to  whose  respective  interests,  involv- 
ed in  the  proper  admini:jtration  of  the  institution  entrusted  to 
their  charge,  they  owe  their  best  services. 

They  foresee  that  the  present  prostration  of  confidence,  and 
cotiscquent  derangement  of  the  currency,  must  eventually  re- 
duce them  to  this  course;  and  they  prefer  to  anticipate  the 
event,  by  yielding  at  once  to  the  pressure,  rather  than  avert  it 
during  the  short  practicable  period  of  delay,  at  the  expense  of 
sacrifices  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  those  interested  in  the 
bank. 

This  measure  is  expected  to  be  of  temporary  duration.  The 
board  see  no  necessity,  in  the  condition  of  the  bank,  for  extend- 
ing it  beyond  the  present  singular  criils  in  the  banking  history 
of  the  country,  and  confidently  anticipate  the  resumption  of  ac- 
tive business,  on  a  specie  basis,  with  abundant  resources,  so 
soon  as  this  crisis  shall  pass  away;  meanwhile,  they  assure  the 
public,  with  entire  confidence,  that  they  consider  the  resourcoa 
of  the  bank  most  ample  to  redeem  all  its  engagements,  and  that 
they  will  proceed  at  once  to  realize  its  means,  and  redeem  those 
engagements  as  promptly  as  practicable. 

Ali  obligations  of  the  bank  will  continue  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  debts;  the  transfer  and  subdivision  of  those  obliga- 
tions for  that  purpose  will  be  allowed  without  restriction. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  board.         J.  1.  Stull,  cashier. 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  April  12(/t,  1834. 
It  i«  deeply  regi'tslted  by  the  board  of  directors  ol  this  institu- 
tion, that  it  has  been  oompelled  to  yield  to  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending, for  the  present,  the  redemption  of  its  notes,  now  in 
circulation,  with  specie  ftinds.  Inasmuch  as  the  amount  of 
notes  in  circulation  is  very  small,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  spee- 
dily tedeenu'd;  and  they  will  be  r»:ceived  in  paytnent  of  all  debts 
due  to  the  bank.     By  order  of  the  board. 

J.  L.  McKenna,  cashier. 

Patriotic  bank,  14  th  April,  1834. 

At  a  special  mepting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Pa- 
triotic bank,  held  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  alarming  state  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  this 
District,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  inlerestfl  of  the 
bank,  and  its  creditors,  requires  that  the  payment  of  specie  for 
its  obligations  ought  to  be,  for  the  present,  suspended. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  report  made 
by  the  committee  of  investigation,  in  January  last,  showing  that 
the  bank  had  not  only  the  ability  to  pay  its  obligations,  but  to 
pay  the  stockholders  upwards  of  110  per  cent,  was  a  true  and 
correct  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  that  nothing 
has  occurred,  thus  far,  to  render  the  securities  of  the  bank  less 
safe  than  at  that  period. 

Resoli-cd,  That  the  creditors  of  the  bank  be  requested  not  to 
sacrifice  tlieir  claims,  as  the  board  feel  authorised  to  assure 
them  that  they  will  all  be  paid. 

In  making  known  this  determination,  the  board  need  hardly 
say  that  nothing  but  the  extraordinary  juncttire  of  affairs  could 
have  foroifght  them  to  the  painful  necessity  of  this  annunciation. 
They  earnestly  invite  all  persons  interested  to  call  and  satisfy 
themselves  o(  the  condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  exertions  made 
by  the  board  to  sustain  the  institution,  and  that,  so  far  as  dis- 
cretion and  prudence  would  authorise,  they  have  personally 


gone. 


Attest: 


Nathan  Smith, 
John  Coyle, 
Thomas  Blacden, 
J.  W.  Hand, 
Thomas  Hdghes, 
G.  E.  Dyson,  cashier. 


VV.  A.  Bradley,  president. 
Edward  Inqle, 
Phineab  Bradley, 
Mw.  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
Pishey  Thompson. 


One  or  two  other  banks  of  the  District  have  been  "hard 
run,"  but  have,  so  far,  held  up.  On  Monday  and  Tues- 
day last  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  at  Washington  were 
refuKed  in  Baltimore,  except  of  the  office  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States — and  sales  of  those  that  had  not  broken 
were  made  at  5  per  cent,  discount. 

The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Georgetown 
possessed  a  large  share  of  the  public  confidence.  We 
had  often  heard  reports  and  whispers  prejudicial  to  the 
credit  of  the  bank  of  Alexandria,  though  it  was  the  one 
in  which  the  public  revenue  collected  at  that  port  has 
long  been  deposited.  It  is  not  stated  how  mucn  of  our 
money  (if  we  may  dare  to  call  it  so!)  remained  in  this 
'^  bank  at  the  moment  of  its  blow  up.     Th«  Patriotic  bank 
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appears  to  have  had  some  large  dealings  with  the  general 
post  office  department,  and  its  issues  must  have  been 
heavy,  compared  with  its  means,  judging  by  the  facts 
made  apparent  in  our  own  little  business — a  seemingly 
undue  proportion  of  its  notes  being  sent  to  us.  Tliis 
caused  us  to  suspect  them,  and  promptly  to  part  with 
.them. 

Experiments  in  forcing  a  circulation,  as  well  as  tlie 
''experiment"  of  "the  government"  in  a  sudden  restric- 
tion of  the  circulation,  and  prostration  of  ^|:6,ufidence 
through  ill  advised  acts,  have  the  same  end  ia  I;ank.rupt- 

Jt  is  reported  that  several  of  the  "perish  ctiedit" 
mem,bea-5  of  congress,  who  had  on  hand  bills  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks,  were  among  the  fastest  runners  for  specie, 
and  that  o.thers  hastily  put  off  such  bills  in  exchange  for 
those  '-'Djonsters,"  signed  by  the  "money-king,"  or  some 
of  hisifilnistering  spirits. 

The  failure  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  is  a  bad  one.  The 
bills  aad  notes  and  certificates  of  deposites  issued  by  it, 
ai-e  selling  at  about  fifty  cents  in  the  dollar.  Indeed  it  is 
just  now  said  that  only  40  cents,  in  cash,  can  be  obtained 
for  them!  This  is  very  "comfortable"  to  those  who  owe 
money  to  that  bank — but  not  very  agreeable  to  others  to 
whom  it  is  indebted.  But  some  of  the  debtors  of  the 
^ank  will  make  little  fortunes  out  of  its  bankruptcy,  and 
^n  the  desolation  of  tJie  hearts  of  many  widows  and  or- 
phans, ruined.  The  gentlemen,  however,  who  have  the 
affairs  of  this  .bank  now  in  charge,  Avill  save  all  that  can 
be  saved,  anxl  faithfully  keep  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
jcerned. 

A  weekly  list  of  the  applications  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  insolvent  laws  of  Maryland  is  published  in  the 
Baltimore  papers.  The  last  contains  13  names.  We 
have  a  personal  knowledge  of  only  three  persons  on  this 
,list — and  ttvo  of  them  are  on  the  memorial  which  w^s 
^resen^ed  to  congress  from  this  city  against  a  reslora- 
tion  of  the  deposites,  &c. 

We  fear  that  the  question,  what  is  money?  is  about  to 
become  a  very  common  one. 

?t  has  been  rnade  a  matter  of  great  complaint  against 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  that  a  part  of  its  stock  is 
held  in  Europe — 'but  the  same  men  rejoice  that  a  loan  for 
the  establishment  of  a  huge  bank  at  New  Orleans  has 
been  borrowed  in  Europe!  It  is  hoped,  also,  that  the 
New  York  stock,  about  to  be  issued,  may  be  sold  in  Eu- 
rope, and  its  product  in  money  loaned  to  the  banks!* 
And  yet  the  Farmers' and  Mechanics' bank  of  Albany 
has  taken  the  Chenango  canal  loan  of  900,000  dollars,  at 
6^  per  cent,  premium,  for  a  5  per  cent,  stock!  Here  is 
an  operation  that  we  do  not  understand.  This  hank  takes 
a  loan  at  a  rate  of  interest  less  than  5  per  cent,  but  can- 
not lend  money  to  its  customers,  in  sufficient;  quantities, 
ftt  seven  per  cent,  interest;  while  the  state  is  lending  its 
credit  to  the  banks  that  they  may  relieve  the  wiints  of  the 
people ! 

Specie  continues  to  pour  in,  and  yet  money  every  day 
becomes  more  scarce!  Will  the  w/^e  ones  tell  us  how 
this  happens?    Money  is  very  plentiful  in  England. 

We  hear  of  the  stoppage  of  several  additional  factories 
since  our  last. 

Three  snug  two  story  houses,  14  feet  front,  and  on  a 
lot  running  back  80  feet,  situate  on  Orleans  street,  Balti- 
more, in  fee  simple,  were  sold  on  the  10th  instant  for 
$2,600  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  on  tliat  day 
wortlj   65  cents  to  the   dollar.     These  houses  are  well 

"An  act  has  passed  the  "ilouiocralic"  losislatiire  of  Peiinsyl- 
vnnin,  autliorising  the  governor  to  appoint  an  agent  to  go  to 
Europe  to  borrow  money,  on  the  credit  of  the  state. 

What  a  grand  farce  has  been  performed.  "Down  witli  tlio 
bank"— it  lias  foreign  fetockholders!  "All  who  do  business  on 
p.  bt;rrovved  capital  ought  to  break!"  "Perisjj  credit" — "perish 
jthe  state  institutions" — perish  the  states! 

It  appears  probable  that  if  confidence  can  be  obtained  in  Vai- 
rope,  the  Rothschilds  and  otlier  bankers  may  have  consid(!rai)Ie 
claims  on  llie  fee  of  the  "sovereign"  states  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  not  directly,  but  not  the  less  certainly,  on  tiiat 
account;  and  ifilu;  present  j7a<rio^ic  maxim  is  just,tliata!I  wlio 
borrow  money  of  tiie  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  bought  up 
by  the  bank  and  are  slaves  of  the  bank,  can  it  be  said  that  the 
jitates  named  are  indepcndoni? 


finished,  having  two  rooms  with  folding  doors,  and  only 
about  one  year  old. 

ITEMS. 

TliP  orvhan'sfair  held  a  short  lime  since  in  Baltimore,  pro- 
duced, wliliin  a  fraction,  the  large  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  yet  many  tieautitul  articles  remained  on  hand. 

The  rail  road  of  Charleston,  it  is  said,  is  in  a  Honrishing  con- 
dition. The  receipts  averaging  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars 
per  day  more  than  ilie  expenditures,  and  a  handsome  dividend 
is  expected  to  be  declared  in  July  next. 

The  sect  of  mad  enthusiasts,  called  the  St.  Simonians,  who 
lately  made  a  considerable  noise  in  France,  have  become  ex- 
tinct, as  a  society. 

Mr.  Tazewell  has  been  installed  governor  of  Virginia. 

During  the  year  1832,  there  were  born  in  the  city  of  Paris, 
seven  thousand  and  e/'g/ii?/ illegitimate  children.  These  are  called 
"crying  evils." 

The  frigate  United  States,  after  waiting/our  iveeks  at  the  Dar- 
danelles for  a  leading  wind  (to  overcome  the  current),  and, 
having  obtained  one,  reached  Constantinople  in  24  hours. 

Four  ruffians  suddenly  rushed  into  a  house  in  New  York,  a 
few  days  ago,  and  forced  themselves  into  a  back  room,  where 
they  gouged  out  the  eyes  of  a  man  named  Israel  Lewis,  and  then 
made  an  escape.     No  motive  is  assigned  for  this  diabolical  act. 

Several  negroes  havebeen  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a  late 
attempt  made  by  them,  at  Philadelphia,  to  rescue  the  person  of 
a  slave  from  the  possession  of  the  peace  officers  who  had  him 
in  charge,  after  a  hearing  before  the  judge,  for  delivery  to  hi3 
master. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Detroit  is  4,973 — white  persons 
4,448,  colored  138,  strangers  387.  The  children  attending  the 
various  .schools  amount  to  448. 

The  state  of  Illinois  has  a  fund  of  $2,000,000  which  is  to  be 
exclusively  applied  to  the  purposes  of  public  education.  This 
sum  is  now  bearing  interest;  and  the  difficulty  now  is  in  the 
adoption  of  a  system  best  calculated  to  diffuse  useful  know- 
ledge among  every  class  of  the  community. 

A  lady  of  the  most  respectable  connexions,  and  of  great 
wealth,  who  has  for  a  long  period  been  in  the  habit  of  pilfering 
goods  from  stores,  (payment  for  which  has  always  been  made 
by  her  family  on  presentation  of  bills),  has  been  arrested  in 
Philadelphia  for  stealing  a  pair  of  silver  pitchers  from  the  side- 
board in  the  parlor  of  one  of  her  friends!  Her  propensity  for 
stealing  is  attributed  to  monomania. 

In  Michigan,  resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  a  public  meet- 
ing, asking  congress  to  create  a  territorial  government  under 
the  title  of  Wisconsin,  and  recommending  general  i)0(i5e  for 
the  appointment  of  governor. 

A  letter,  published  in  the  .Tournal  of  Commerce,  from  an 
emigrant  from  the  United  States,  now  residing  in  Texas,  de- 
scribes the  ^country  as  a  paradise,  and  urges  his  friends  to  come 
and  enjoy  the  fat  of  the  land.  He  writes,  "Be  sure  to  bring  out 
all  the  books  you  have,  or  can  get  hold  of.  Bring  out  all  the 
vegetables,  garden  and  fruit  seeds  you  can — also,  one  wife  for 
me,  handsome,  &c.     Mother  knows  what  will  suit  me". 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  population  returns  for  Ire- 
land, for  the  year  1833,  lately  made  to  the  British  parliament: 
English  statute  acres,  17,183,763;  houses  inhabited,  1,249,816; 
buildings,  15,308;  uninhabited,  40,654;  total  families,  1,385,060; 
families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  884,339;  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  trade,  manufactures  and  handicraft,  249,359;  fiimilies 
not  compri;--ed  in  these  two  classes,  251,368;  males  3,794,880; 
females  .3,972,521;  total  number  of  persons  7,767,401. 

It  is  stated  that  sugar  of  the  1st  quality,  4  hhds.  to  the  hand, 
were  made  last  year  in  Florida. 

The  difficulties  between  Alabama  and  the  general  govern- 
ment are  finally  closed.  A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
the  governor  of  Alabama,  dated  the  12th  of  March,  gives  him 
ofiicial  notice  that  the  additional  troops  ordered  into  Alabama 
have  been  withdrawn,  and  that  only  the  ordinary  garrison  at 
Fort  Mitchell  will  remain  in  the  Creek  country.  The  letter 
also  expresses  the  pleasure  of  the  president  at  a  recent  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  and  states  that  he  will  be  much  gra- 
tified, if  the  enforcement  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Creek  treaty 
shall  render  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  resort  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1807,  which  he  has  not  the  slightest  wish  to  do, 
unless  renuired  by  the  obligations  assumed  by  the  United  Slates 
in  that  treaty. 

An  enterprise  is  on  foot  (says  a  New  York  paper),  to  visit 
the  recently  discovered  island  or  continent  of  Palmer's  Land,  in 
the  remote  southern  scas,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  seals  and 
collecting  fnr.q.  The  Ophir,  commanded  by  an  expetienced 
seaman,  capt.  A.  P.  Brillingham,  and  now  lying  in  this  port, 
will  proceed  on  this  voyage  as  soon  as  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments can  be  made. 

The  grand  lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  at  a  late  meeting  in  Provi- 
dence, resolved  to  surrender  their  charter  to  the  general  assem- 
bly of  that  f<tate,  at  its  session  in  May  next,  and  recommended 
to  the  subordinate  lodges  throughout  tlu*  state,  that  they  should 
also  deliver  up  their  several  acts  of  incorporation. 

We  l(!arn  that  ('harles  R.  liPslie,  esq.  not  long  since  appoint- 
ed instructer  of  drawins  at  West  Point,  has  resigned  the  siHia- 
tioii,  and  embarked  for  England. 

The  Erie  Observer  states  that  there  are,  this  Fcason,  more 
than  thirty  steamboats  plying  on  lake  Eric,  besides  a  number  of 
others  connected  witlt  tJicm^  running  on  Detroit  liver  and  lake 
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Michigan.    There  are  also  about  one  hundred  and  fifly  schoon- 
ers. 

The  trip  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  was  made  by 
the  rail  road  line  in  Ih,  20m.  a  day  or  two  ago.  Wc  believe 
this  is  the  shortest  passage  ever  made. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  is  in  full  operation  from 
Harper's  Ferry  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  heavy  shower  of  asreolites  fell  lately  in  the  city  of  Kanda- 
hor;  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  shower  the  roofs  of  many 
houses  fell  in,  and  others  were  perforated.  Zelfekar  Aly  Khan, 
the  son  of  Olimala,  having  (although  forbidden  by  his  parents) 
gone  to  the  court  yard  of  their  house  to  gather  some  of  these 
pebbles,  which  were  very  round  and  smooth,  was  killed  by  the 
fall  of  one  of  these  fiery  meteors,  which  struck  liim  with  sucii 
violence  on  the  head  as  to  fracture  his  skull  into  three  pieces. 
The  flash  which  accompanied  the  stroke  was  so  vivid,  that  it 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  those  sitting  in  the  balcony  of  the  house. 
The  stone  was  found  to  weigh  three  seers,  and  niany  of  the 
stones  weighed  upwards  of  two  seers.  This  phenomenon  was 
succeeded  by  so  dense  a  fog,  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  could  not 
be  perceived  for  three  days  that  it  lasted. 

The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
is  £754,100,549;  of  the  unfunded  debt,  £27,278,000;  total 
£781,278,449. 

High  words,  it  is  said,  have  arisen  between  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans and  king  Leopold,  upon  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter  towards  his  sister,  whose  air  of  settled  melancholy  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  duke.  His  Belgic  majesty  is  re- 
ported to  have  given  a  very  short  answer  to  the  remonstrance 
of  his  wife's  brother. 

Several  steam  boats  have  been  snagged  and  sunk  in  the  wes- 
tern waters.  It  will  be  many  years  before  this  great  danger 
can  be  removed — but  it  will  become  less  and  less  as  the  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  rivers  are  cleared. 

Six  gold  mining  companies  have  recently  been  incorporated 
by  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

April  11.  The  vice  president  presented  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

Treasury  department,  April  llt/i,  1834. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  8th 
fnst.  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  "to  communicate  to 
the  senate  the  name  of  any  agent,  or  agents,  employed  by  him 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the  banks  selected 
for  the  deposite  of  the  public  fund;  the  nature  of  the  duties  per- 
iormed  by  said  agent  or  agents;  the  amount  of  tiie  compensa- 
tion paid  for  the  discharge  of  tiie  said  duties,  and  by  whom,  and 
from  whatfund  the  said  compensation  is  paid;  and  in  pursuance 
ofwhatlawthe  said  agent  or  agents  have  been  appointed,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  for  many  years  pa&t,  it  has  been 
the  duty  of  one  of  the  clerks  of  this  department  to  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  treasury  with  banks.  The  clerkship  to  which 
that  duty  is  assigned,  has  been  filled  far  upwards  of  four  years 
by  Samuel  M.  McKean.  He  is  appointed  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  20th  April,  1818,  and  the  salary  to  which  he  is  entitled 
under  that  act,  is  ^IjOOO  a  year;  and  since  the  deposites  have 
been  removed,  as  well  as  before,  he  has  continued  to  attend  to 
the  business  of  the  department  with  banks,  without  any  addi- 
tional compensation  for  such  services. 

If  this  clerk  in  the  department  is  not  to  be  considered  as  em- 
braced in  the  call  made  by  the  senate,  no  agent  has  been  em- 
ployed by  me  to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the 
banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re'^pectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  R.  B.  TANEY,  secfy  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  pr est.  U,  S.  and  pr  est.  of  senate. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting,  and  the 
memorial  adopted  thereat,  held  by  citizens  of  Blockiey,  in  Phi- 
ladelphia county,  Pa.  sustaining  the  executive,  &c.  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  depositee.    Read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  from  1,619  citizens  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty, Vt.  and  by  Mr.  Ewing,  from  9,000  inhabitants  of  Franklin 
county,  and  4,310  iniiabitants  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. — 
Read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  directed  to 
cause  to  be  ascertained  and  reported  to  the  senate,  the  aggre- 
gate numbers  ol  all  who  have,  or  shall  have  on  the  day  of  his 
report,  presented  petitions,  memorials,  or  other  proceedings  to 
the  senate,  for  or  against  the  executive  measure  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  distinguishing  the  number  apjiertaining  to  each 
petition,  memorial  or  other  proceeding.  Modified  as  follows, 
at  Mr.  Poindexter's  suggestion:  "And  specifying  the  city,  town, 
county  and  stale  from  which  the  memorial  or  petition  was  re- 
ceived." 

Mr.  Clay  was  desirous  that  the  service  should  be  performed, 
because  it  was  of  importance  to  have  collected  in  one  view,  the 
number  of  our  fellow  citizens,  pro  and  con  who  have  come  here 
soliciting  relief. 

Mr.  Wright,  thought  the  duty  a  delicate  one.  He  would 
name  one  circumstance.  A  short  time  since,  a  memorial  was 
presented  by  an  honorable  senator,  coming  from  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, and  he  (Mr.  Wright),  also  presented  another  from  the 
same  city.  They  came  in  from  the  printer  the  day  before  yester- 


day, and  the  one  which  was  said  to  have  been  signed  by  2,800* 
citizens  of  Albany,  was  found  to  contain  the  names  of  but  1,316; 
and  the  memorial  he  presentt^d  said  to  contain  1,700  names,  had 
only  1,606.  He  thought  it  best  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  tahle. 
Mr.  Clay  was  aware  that  entire  precision  was  not  attainable. 
The  gentleman  alluded  to  the  mistake  in  the  memorial  from 
Albany.  But  was  it  not  possible  that  it  might  turn  out  that  a 
portion  of  one  memorial  had  been  detached  from  it  and  added 
to  his.     Something  like  it  had  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  took  leave  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky did  him  injustice  in  the  imputation  thai  he  had  any  agen- 
cy in  cutting  ofi"  any  part  of  the  memorial  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Ctoy  disclaimed  any  allusion  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
— he  only  intimated  that  such  a  thing  might  be  done. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wright,  King,  of  Ala. 
and  Clay,  the  order  was  adopted. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  resolu- 
tion offered  a  few  days  since,  for  the  printing  of  1,000  copies  of 
the  journal  of  the  old  congress. 

Upon  this  resolution  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  South- 
ard, King,  of  Georgia,  Poindexter,  Ewing,  Bibb  and  Shepley 
took  part.  Withotit  taking  the  question,  at  4  o'clock,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Morris,  the  senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 

April  14.  Mr.  Clay  pre.-ented  two  memorials,  numerously 
signed;  one  from  Troy,  and  the  other  from  Schenectady,  N«w 
York,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  depotfites.f  Read,  re- 
ferred, &c. 

Mr.  Sihbee,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites.    Read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  reported  a  bill  to  compromise  and  finally  settla 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  on  the  Allegany  bank  of  Penu- 
sylvania.  Read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Ewing  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate,  whether  any  of  the  banks  which  have  re- 
cently failed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  had  in  deposits,  or 
otherwise  in  their  possession,  any  of  the  public  money,  and,  if 
any,  how  much,  at  the  time  of  their  failure. 

Several  bills  for  the  relief  of  private  individuals,  or  of  a  local 
character,  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  autiiorising  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  16th  sections  of  public  lands,  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools,  and  the  location  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  which 
after  debate,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ciay,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  completion  of  a  road  from  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
The  senate  adjourned. 

April  15.  A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives notifying  the  senate  of  the  death  of  tlie  honorable 
Littleton  Purnell  Dennis,  late  a  member  of  that  house,  from  the 
state  of  Maryland,  awd  that  his  funeral  would  take  place  from 
the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  morrow  at  12  o'clock. 
The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  JiTcnt,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  pronounced  a  neat,  appro- 
priate and  impressive  enlogium  upon  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Dennis, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  customary  resolution,  to  attend 
his  funeral  and  wear  mourning  as  a  testimony  of  respect  to  his 
memory;  which  was  unanimously  adopted;  whereupon,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Kent  the  senate  adjourned. 

[On  the  16lh  the  senate  attended  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Dennis, 
and  on  the  17th  the  senate  was  engaged  in  a  discussion  con- 
cerning a  paper  transmitted  by  the  president— see  page  121.] 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  11.  The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardis,  in  relation  to  the  deposites; 
and  Mr.  Corwin  continued  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  llie  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  move 
that  the  house  resume  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  W^arrf  supported  Mr.  PoZ/c's  motion,  and  contended  that 
public  buj^iness  should  be  first  attended  to;  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  spoke  of  the  urgent  importance  of 
the  private  business. 

Mr.  Polk  urged  the  necessity  of  going  on  with  the  appropria- 
tion bin.  The  question  was  finally  negatived  by  the  following 
vote,  yeas  92,  nays  93. 


*TO    THE    PDBLIC. 

Having  observed  in  the  Washington  Globe,  and  in  the  speech 
of  Jlr.  Wright,  in  the  senate,  a  denial  that  the  Albany  memorial 
contained  the  number  of  names  which  the  committee  authoii^- 
ed  Mr.  Webster  to  state  were  attaohed  to  it,  when  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  senate,  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  and  we  have  now  to  state,  that,  by  accident,  one 
roll  or  list  of  names  was  omitted  when  the  others  were  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Webster;  that  this  roll  is  now  placed  in  Mr. 
Webster's  hands,  to  b«  presented  and  added  to  the  rest;  and 
that  the  names  on  this  roll  make  up  the  whole  number,  as  de- 
clared when  the  nieinoiial  was  presented;  that  is  to  say,  twen- 
ty eight  hundred,  or  thereabouts. 

Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  ^memhers  of  the 
Rl'fus  H.  King,      \     committee, 

April  16,  1834. 

fSeo  his  remarks  on  this  occasion,  page  125. 
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The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  property  lost  and  dnairoyed  while 
in  the  military  service  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  after  making  some  progress  therein,  the  eonunitiee  rusie,  re- 
ported progress,  &c.  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  ^pril  12.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the 
subject  of  tlje  deposites  was  resumed,  and  Mr.  Cor  win  conclud- 
ed his  remarks;  and  .it  the  close  of  them,  offered  a  resolution 
by  way  of  amendment,  declaring  the  reasons  given  by  Mr. 
Taney,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  be  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  after  a  remark  or  two,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Vinton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  was  ordered* 

Mr.  McKennan  stated  that  he  thought  he  had  the  floor  as 
soon,  If  not  sooner,  than  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  bad 
already  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, whilstothergentlemenwerecutoff  by  the  poujer  of  the  ma- 
jority in  the  house.  He,  therefore,  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman,  and  asked  him  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  afford 
the  same  privilege  to  others  which  he  had  enjoyed  himself. 
Mr.  Clay  declining  to  withdraw  his  motion — 
Mr.  Carr  moved  a  call  of  the  house. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  being  ordered,  stood  as  follows;  yeas  152,  nays  11. 

The  call  of  the  house  being  ordered,  proceeded  for  some  time, 
when  the  hour  having  expired,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey, arrested,  and  the  whole  subject  lies  over  until  Tuesday, 
Monday  being  petition  day. 

The  house  then,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the 
bill  providing  compensation  for  property  lost,  captured  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war;  which  alter  being 
gone  through  with  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  in  commiltoe, 
and  reported  to  the  house,  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  14.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  re- 
solutions, &.C.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  dcposiies,  &c. 
were  presented  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Bean,  from  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  by  Mr.  Bates,  from  700  inha 
bitants  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts;  by  Mr.  Burges  from  3,468 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  by  Mr. 
Slade,  from  160  (additional)  citizens  of  Rutland  county,  Ver- 
mont; by  Mr.  Beardsley  from  111  inhabitants  of  Pittsford,  Mon- 
roe county,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Lee,  from  inhabitants  of  Salem 
county,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Henderson,  from  citizens  of  Lewis- 
town,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Stewart,  three  memorials,  which 
with  one  presented  a  few  days  since,  were  signed  by  983  citi- 
zens of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Binney,  from  487 
farmers,  mechanics  and  traders  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania; 
which  were,  severally,  read  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Evans  presented  a  memorial  of  a  largo  number  of  citizens 
of  Gardiner  and  Pittslon,  in  the  state  of  Maine,  praying  for  a 
speedy  remedy  from  the  present  pressure.  Mr.  E.  concluded 
by  moving  to  commit  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  nieasis,  with  instructions  to  report  two  resolutions — one  de- 
claring that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  tlie 
removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  United  States  bank  are 
insufficient  and  unsatisfactory— and  the  other  declaring  that  a 
bank,  created  by  the  authority  of  congress,  is  necessary,  ex- 
pedient, and  ought  to  be  established. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  the  instructions  first  proposed 
were  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  a  resolution  similar  in  character 
was  already  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  that  he  would  then  move  the  connnitment, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  second  resolution.  The  sub- 
ject was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chraham  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  the  citizens  of 
Morgantown,  Burke  county.  North  Carolina,  alluding,  in  harsh 
terms,  to  the  language  applied  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Forsyth, 
to  a  memorial  some  time  since  forwarded  by  them,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  senate,  in  which  they  attribute  Mr.  Forsyth'* s  depar- 
ture from  the  ordinary  courtesy  of  debate  to  the  influence  of 
Bonie  peculiar  excitement,  but  whether  from  the  pot  house  or 
the  palace,  they  do  not  think  it  important  to  inquiiu.  lie  mov- 
ed that  the  resolutions  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland,  said:  I  am  requested  to  present 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  in  the  fifth  congrp.ssionnl  dis- 
trict of  Maryland,  as,  also,  instructions  to  me,  signed  by  3,7J5 
voters  of  said  district.  As  I  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  riglit  of 
instruction  by  the  majority,  when  that  majority  can  be  well  as- 
certained, the  only  inquiry  which  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make,  when  I  received  these  instructions,  was,  whether  they 
were  sanctioned  by  the  signatures  of  a  majority  o/'thc  legal  and 
qualified  voters  of  the  district?  And  this  could  only  be  done  by 
an  accurate  investigation  of  the  poll  books.  For  that  purpose, 
I  proceeded  immediately  to  Baltimore,  as  I  did  not  feel  at  li- 
berty to  vote  on  any  question  affecting  the  iiistructioiiP,  while 
Buch  documents  remained  utiinvestigated  by  me.    That  investi- 


gation has  been  made,  at  my  instance,  and,  in  part,  under  my 
particular  inspection.  The  result,  is,  that,  of  the  3,715  signa- 
tures on  the  proceedings  and  instructions,  there  are  1,802  of  the 
ttames  of  the  signers  to  the  same  which  are  not  to  be  found  nn 
the  poll  books,  at  the  election  held  in  October  last,  at  which 
election,  sheriffs  wer«  elected  for  all  tiie  counties  in  the  stale  of 
Maryland.  A  difference  of  this  remarkable  character  leaves  me 
at  liberty  to  make  no  other  conclusion,  consistent  with  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  accuracy  of  the  examination  had  in  this  affair, 
than  that  I  am  not  instructed  by  a  majority  of  th«  legal  and 


qualified  voters  of  the  district,  otherwise  than  by  my  eletlio^- 
I  consider  it  my  duty  further  to  state,  that,  if  I  had  not  received 
the  instructions  prior  to  the  vote  being  taken  on  the  resolutions 
reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  respecting  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  deposites,  I  should  have  vot- 
ed with  the  majority  on  all  the  resohniions.  I  forbear  all  further 
remark,  and  ask  that  the  proceedings  ami  JnslruetioRs  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetingg,  &c.  against  the  restoraS* 
tion  of  the  deposites  were  presented  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Osgood^ 
from  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Salem,  Massachusetts;  by  Mr.; 
Pearce,  from  1,660  citizens  of  Providence,  Rhode  IsJaad;  by  the 
speaker,  from  Stratford,  Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Lansing,  from  a 
town  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Schenck, 
from  a  meeting  held  in  Somerset  county.  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  seven  memorials,  signed  by  675  citizens  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  also  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  said 
county;  by  Mr.  Anthony,  from  324  citizens  of  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania;  also  from  a  meeting  at  Muncey  in  Ly- 
coming county,  Pennsylvania. 

Various  other  memorials,  generally  of  a  private  character, 
were  presented,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Gainble  presented  a  memorial  from  the  cilizcrvs  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  strongly  opposed  to  the  conduct  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &.c.  Mr.  G.  thef>  asked 
leave  of  the  house;  to  make  a  few  remarks  but  there  being  no 
quorum,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  15.  The  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  SfodJert,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed  the  house  a» 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  announcing  the  death  of  Littleton  Purnell 
Dennisj  H  representative  on  tiiis  fioor  fiorn  the  statu  of  Mary- 
land, I  discharge  a  sad  and  solemn  duty.    Not  a  week  has 
elapsed  since  he  mingled  in  the  deliberations,  and  co  operated 
in  the  active  duties  of  this  house:  he  now  sleeps  the  sleep  of 
death.     What  an  impressive  illustration  of  the  instability  of  hu- 
man  life — "of  what  shadows  vi'e  are,  and  what  siiadows  we 
pur?-ue."    The  deceased  stood  to  me,  sir,  in  the  double  relation 
of  colleague  and  friend.     I  knew  him  long  and  well.    He  was 
a  useful,  benevolent  and  estimable  man,  and  has  finished  his 
course  in  honor.     He   was  no  tame  and    ordinary  character; 
and  although  his  rnod«'.sty  may  have  delayed  the  development 
of  his  faculties  for  public  service,  during  his  brief  connection 
with  this  house,  his  slate  is  not  left  without  proofs  of  his  If  gis- 
lative  prudence  and  skill,    He  served  her  in  both  branches  of 
her  legislature  for  many  years  with  honor  and  ability.     He  was 
well  gifted  by  nature,  well  educated  and  well  principled.     His 
native  sagacity,  sound  judgment  and  decision,  and  purity  of 
purpose,  made  him  what  he  was,  a  capable  and  honest  public 
agent.    The   brave,  generous,  open  and  manly  qualities  of  his 
nature  secured  him  the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  and  made  it  their  delight  to  honor  bin). 
He  is  gone  hence,  sir,  but  his  memory  will  i^urviveJ  embalm- 
ed in  the  kindly  regards  of  those  who  knew  and  appreciated 
his  noble  and  manly  qualities,  and  unembiilered  and  untarnish- 
ed by  a  single  act  of  meanness ,  injustice  and  oppression.     He 
died  as  he  lived,  deserving  and  possessing  the  warm  heartcrt 
esteem  of  many,  the  ill  will  of  none.  As  the  last  act  of  respectful 
duty  which  it  remains  for  friendship  to  perform,  1  move  you,  sir, 
the  followintr  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  members  of  this  hou«e  will  attend  the  fune- 
ral of  the  i;i\ e  Litlcton  PumcZi  Dennis,  at  12  o'clock,  to-morrow. 
Pcsolved,  That  a  coHimittee  be  appointed  to  take  order  for 
superintending  the  funeral  of  Littleton  Purncll  Dannis,  deceas- 
ed, late  a  member  of  this  house  from  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  testify  thpir 
respect  to  the  tiiemory  of  Little  Purnell  Dennis,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thiity  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  nmssngc  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  that 
body  of  the  death  of  Littleton  P.  Dennis,  late  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  tomorrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  from  the  hall  of  the 
house  of  rcpr»'senlatives. 

The  above  resolutions  and  order  were  unanimously  adopted; 
and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

JVcdnesdctfi,  April  16.  The  house  this  day  attended  the  in- 
icrmenlof  tiio  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Dennis. 

Thursday,  April  17.  Mr.  Jarvis  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  the  banks  in  this  District  which  have  susperided  specie 
payments,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  cau>e  of  their  having 
doiif^  so. 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Mr.  Williams,  ihe 
latter  of  whom  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry,  but 
would  not  consent  to  receive  resolutions  of  any  kind  at  this 
period  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow  him  to  offer 
the  resolution:  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Chilton  called  up  tho  consideration  of  Ihe  resolntion, 
moved  by  him  a  day  or  two  since,  calling  upon  the  president  to 
submit  to  congress  the  projet  of  a  national  bank,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  allow 
of  its  consideration.  They  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows: 
yeas  50;  nays  112.    So  the  house  refused  to  consider. 

After  some  other  business  which  will  sufficiently  appear  In 
its  progress — 
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Tbe  hoaBC,  in  committee  of  the  wtiole,  took  up  ttie  general 
appropriation  bill,  and,  after  a  long  and  animated  debate, consi- 
dered and  negatived  three  more  items  of  Mr.  Fance'«  proposed 
^'xeforms,"  and  then  adjourned. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 
From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday — .Ajiril  18. 
A  new  chapter  is  opened  in  the  political  history  of  our  coun- 
try. 

A  ihessage  Was  yesterday  reteeived  in  the  senate  from  the 
president  of  th'e  United  States,  purporting  to  be  a  protest,  on 
the  part  of  that  high  functionary,  against  the  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  opinion  of  the  senate  touching  the  constitution- 
ality and  expediency  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected,  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

The  message  is  of  great  length,  the  reading  thereof  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate  having  occupied  more  tlian  an  hour.  Hav- 
ing had  no  opportunity  of  access  to  the  document,  we  are  only 
able  to  give  our  readers  such  an  idea  of  it  as  an  imperfect  hear- 
ing of  it  will  enable  us. 

The  message  begins  by  reciting  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
senate;  and,  considering  it  the  duty  of  the  president  to  protect 
his  privileges  from  encroachment  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
declares  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  to  be  unprecedented  and 
extraordinary,  and  enters  his  solemn  protest  against  them. 

Except  as  otherwise  specially  provided  in  the  constitution, 
the  message  declares  the  rights  of  the  executive  and  of  the  le- 
gislature to  be  co-equal.  In  this  view  the  president  is  of  opinion 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  in  the  case  referred  to,  are 
wholly  unauthorised  by  the  constitution.  No  such  power  as 
the  senate  has  assumed  is,  he  says,  to  be  found,  in  any  part  of 
the  constitution,  granted  to  either  branch  of  the  legislature.  To 
prove  this  he  enters  into  "a  brief  analysis"  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  senate  by  the  constitution.  Any  proposition 
acted  upon  by  the  senate,  to  be  within  the  sphere  of  its  powers, 
he  argues,  must  lend  to  legislative  action,  or,  in  its  conclusion, 
must  take  the  form  of  some  executive  or  legislative  act.  The 
resolutions  in  question,  he  says,  were  not  a  legislative  act;  nor 
did  they  apply  to  any  treaty  or  nomination  before  the  senate  in 
its  executive  capacity.  Nor  did  they  relate  to  any  of  the  cases 
in  which  the  senate  might  lawfully  act,  (in  reference  to  its  own 
organization,  &c.)  without  the  consent  of  the  other  house. 

They  have,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  no  warrant  in  the  con- 
stitution. They  amount  to  an  impeachment,  if  the  senate  had 
the  power:  but  the  house  only  has  power  to  impeach,  and  the 
senate  only  power  to  try  impeachments  when  preferred  by  that 
body.  The  resolutions,  the  president  says,  embrace  charges  of 
asurpation  aud  violation  of  the  constitution,  impeachable  of- 
fences, and  declare  the  president  to  be  guilty  of  them;  thus  at- 
teniptmg  to  exercise  all  the  moral  power  of  impeachment,  with- 
out observing,  in  any  part  of  the  proceedings  the  provisions  or 
requirements  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to  impeachments. 
The  resolutions,  he  further  argues,  prejudge  a  case  in  which  the 
senate  might  have  been  called  upon  to  act  judicially,  had  the 
house  of  representatives  preferred  an  impeachment  against  the 
president,  &c. 

The  whole  proceeding,  the  president  declares,  in  very  plain 
terms,  to  have  been  an  assumption,  by  the  senate,  of  powers 
•not  conferred  upon  it  by  the  constiiuiion,  and  utterly  incompa- 
tible with  that  instrument,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
equity  and  justice. 

The  president  then  goes  on  to  object  to  the  vagueness  of  the 
resolution  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  executive.  Though 
•comprehensive  enough,  he  says  it  contains  no  certainty  of  time, 
place  or  circumstance,  which  induced  any  one  senator  to  vote 
for  it.  Although  the  resolution,  as  originally  modified,  specified 
certain  particular  acts  alleged  to  be  contrary  to  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  yet  at  the  close  of  the  debate  it  was  so  modifiad 
as  to  particularize  nothing;  a  proceeding  which  the  general  very 
pointedly  condemns:  for,  he  adds,  if  the  resolution  had  been 
put  to  the  vote  in  its  original  form,  it  is  presumed  it  would  have 
received  the  sanction  of  but  few  votes,  since  the  acts  specified 
in  it  were  clearly  not  contrary  to  the  constitution,  &c. 

The  message  then  enters  into  an  elaborate  exposition  of  the 
views  which  the  president  entertains  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
powers,  reviewing  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  respecting 
the  power  of  appointing  officers  of  government,  and  the  con- 
struction which  they  have  received  in  practice.  There  is  no 
guch  thing  as  officers  under  the  control  of  congress,  it  is  argued, 
but  those  which  spring  from  the  power  conferred  upon  each 
house  by  the  constitution  to  choose  its  own  officers.  All  the 
other  officers,  except  judges  and  the  officers  of  courts,  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, and  subject  to  his  will  and  pleasure,  through  the  power  of 
removal,  he  being  responsible  for  their  good  conduct,  and  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws.  The  treasury  department,  like 
others,  is  wholly  executive  in  its  character,  and  likewise  in  its 
responsibility.  The  custody  of  the  public  money  is  one  of  the 
functions  of  that  department.  For  the  discharge  of  that  func- 
tion it  is  responsible,  not  to  congress,  but  to  the  president. 
The  law  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States  did  not,  the 
message  argues,  change  the  relations  of  the  president  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  public  money:  it  did  not  release 
the  former  from  the  duty  of  directing  where  the  public  money 
should  be  kept,  nor  the  latter  from  the  executive  supervision  in 


it  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  reasons  for  so  doing 
should  be  laid  before  congress.  So  glaring  had  been  the  abuse:* 
lof  the  bank, so  determined  it  appeared  to  be  to  interfere  in  elec- 
tions, and  to  corrupt  the  press,  &c.  tlie  message  says,  that  the 
president  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  interpotse,  to  check  the 
bank  in  its  career,  lessen  its  power  to  do  mischief,  &c.  and,  in 
doing  so,  remove  the  disobedient  secretary  who  refused  to  act 
in  the  case.  In  such  a  case  as  this  the  senate  has  no  right, 
upon  the  general  argument  of  the  message,  to  inleirfere.  If  ihe 
senate  had  a  right  to  interfere  in  such  a  case,  says  the  president, 
it  had  a  right  to  make  its  interference  effectual.  In  such  a  ca^e 
some /ufure  senate  might,  in  order  to  make  suuh  interference 
effective,  omit  to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions; 
refuse  to  pass  the  necessary  appropriaiion  laws,  or  to  confirm 
proper  nominations  by  the  president — thus  shadowing  out  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  such  an  usurping  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  senate,  &.c.  &c. 

The  message  then  adverts  to  circumstances  connected  with 
the  discussion  and  passage  of  tlie  resolution  censuring  the  pre- 
sident, who,  it  is  argued,  is  the  direct  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, whilst  the  senate  only  intermediately  represents  them. 
The  innitructions  from  the  legislatures  of  tlie  states  of  Maine, 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  expressing  their  atiacliment  to  the  pre- 
sident, and  their  hostility  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
instructing  thoir  senators  to  vote  accordingly,  are  all  embodied 
at  length  in  the  message.  From  these  states,  the  message  says, 
four  senators  out  of  the  twenty-six  voted  in  favor  of  the  cen- 
sure of  the  president:  had  they  voted  as  instructed,  22  only,  out 
of  48,  would  have  sanctioned  the  accusation  against  the  presi- 
dent, 8cc. 

The  message  then  goes  on  to  depict  the  awful  consequences 
which  might  follow  from  a  submission  to  such  usurpations,  by 
the  senate,  of  J  he  rights  of  the  executive;  such  as  aristocracy, 
anarchy,  or  dismemberment  of  the  government,  &c. 

The  president  also  vindicates  his  private  reputation  from  im- 
plications which  he  conceives  to  be  contained  in  the  vole  of 
censure,  &c. 

The  whole  message  concludes,  for  the  reasons  briefly  hinted 
at  above,  and  other  reasons  which  are  not  enumerated,  (in  the 
course  of  which  the  length  of  term  of  service  and  irresponsibi- 
lity of  senators  are  more  than  once  alluded  to),  with  a  solemn 
protest,  which,  with  the  message,  the  president  requests  may 
be  entered  at  large  upon  the  journal  of  the  senate. 

The  above  is  a  hasty  and  faint  outline,  but  substantially  a 
correct  one,  of  this  important  executive  missive  to  the  senate; 
which,  the  reader  may  very  well  conceive,  produced  not  a  Utile 
sensation  wilhiu  the  precincts  of  the  capital. 


The  moment  the  senate  was  called  to  order  yesterday,  the 
private  secretary  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  present- 
ed a  message  to  the  senate,  protesting  against  the  resolutions 
of  the  senate,  touching  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 
The  message  seemed  to  have  been  expected,  at  least  during  the 
hiorning;  for  there  was  gathered  an  unusually  early  audience  of 
both  sexes.  The  senate,  however,  was  not  full.  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Bell,  were  still  absent;  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr. 
Preston  and  Mr.  Porter,  were  casually  absent — and  Mr.  Clay 
had  yesterday  accompanied  his  lady,  who  is  in  ill  health,  on 
her  way  to  a  watering  place  in  Virginia,  where  she  is  to  stay 
some  weeks.  As  soon  as  the  last  word  of  the  message,  as  its 
reading  was  concluded,  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  secretary  of  the 
senate,  Mr.  Poindexter  addressed  the  chair.  In  indignant 
terms  he  denounc^id  the  message,  which  he  declared  could  not 
be  considered  an  executive  message,  as  not  pertaining  to  any 
of  the  public  occasions  on  which  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  authorised  by  the  constitution  to  address  himself  to 
the  senate.  He  considered  it  an  unofficial  paper  merely,  sign- 
ed by  Andrew  Jackson.  In  any  view,  considering  it  a  docu- 
ment not  respectful  to  the  senate,  he  moved  that  it  be  not  re- 
ceived. On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  which  continued  un- 
til 5  o'clock,  in  which  the  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter, Mr.  Sprague,  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  and  Mr.  Southard,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Beiiton  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama.  But  before 
taking  any  question,  on  motion  of  Mr.  XeijA,  the  senate  ad- 
journed.   And  so  the  matter  rests. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  recently  said  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives— 

"From  the  present  and  approaching  pressure  upon  the  na- 
tion, it  is  clear,  that  no  relief  is  to  be  expected  from  any  thing 
that  this  house  will  do;  and  in  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, it  is  my  consolation  that  nothing  that  this  house  can  do 
will  have  any  other  effect  than  merely  to  refuse  or  withhold  re- 
lief. It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  some,  that  a  decision  of 
this  house,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  quiet  the  agitation  of 
the  public  mind.  That,  I  believe,  is  a  fallacy.  I  have  seen  in 
the  public  prints  a  statement  by  some  of  those  who  have  placed 
some  reliance  upon  appeals  to  the  executive  magistrate,  that 
such  reliance  is  in  vain.  That  they  must  not  go  to  him  for  re- 
lief. However  that  may  be,  I  tell  them,  and  I  believe  it  is  best 
for  them  to  know  the  truth,  I  tell  them  it  is  vain  for  them  to 
come  to  this  house  for  relief— -no  such  relief  will  be  granted.  It 
is  upon  themselves  that  the  people  must  depend  for  relief— 


j-elation  to  the  discharge  of  bis  duties:  it  merely  superadded  a    upon  themselves  alone,  and  not  upon  ibis  bouse,  or  upon  tho 
jrequisition,  that^  when  tbe  secretary  should  thinK  fit  to  remove  1  executive." 
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Mr.  Mian,  of  Kentucky,  when  speaking  on  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Mardis,  said— 

"The  president  having  proposed  lo  use  the  state  hanks,  a 
question  was  involved,  whether  the  power  of  the  house,  over 
the  public  money,  was  to  be  surrendered?  It  then  becauie  ne- 
cessary, before  the  power  was  surrendered,  to  inquire  into  their 
condition,  that  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  they  were  ca- 
pable of  performing  all  that  was  required  of  them,  and  so  sup- 
ply the  country  with  a  sound  currency.  He  proceeded  to  do 
so,  and  referring  to  their  number,  being  450  throughout  the  U. 
States,  having  a  paper  circulation  of  100  millions  of  dollars, 
based  on  a  supply  of  only  13  millions  of  specie  in  their  vaults, 
he  inferred  that  they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  main- 
tain, as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  done,  a  sound  and 
general  circulation  throughout  the  union;  and  he  desired  to 
have  the  name  of  any  one  statesman  who  could  be  said  to  have 
advocated  the  state  bank,  in  preference  to  the  United  Stales 
bank,  for  such  purposes?  Such  was  not  to  be  given.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  proved,  by  referring  to  the  fourth 
volume  of  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Eppes,  denounced  such 
institutions,  and  their  paper,  as  trash;  and  Mr.  Madison  ac- 
knowledged that,  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  the  mis- 
chief of  a  state  bank  currency  was  not  foreseen. 

But  they  were  to  have  a  metallic  currency,  while  he  would 
be  bound  to  say,  that  the  very  party  engaged  in  crying  it  up, 
were  actively  getting  up  state  banks  in  many  places.  He  in- 
stanced Indiana,  and  other  states,  and  he  then  argued  to  prove 
that  after  an  experience  of  forty  years,  such  banks  were  proved 
to  be  inadeciuate  to  do  that  agency  which  had  been  beneficially 
done  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  reverted  to  and  de- 
nied the  statement  that  the  question  of  chartering  the  United 
States  bank  was  made  a  question  to  the  people  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ells-worth,  when  speaking  of  the  resolutions  at- 
tached to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
contended — ■ 

That  the  executive  had  drawn  to  himself  a  portion  of  the  le- 
gislative power  of  the  government.  This  was  the  main  view 
which  he  should  present,  and  in  sustaining  that  view,  he  did 
not  thuik  it  necessary  to  call  in  question  the  motives  of  the  pre- 
sident. The  removal  of  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  was  a 
matter,  in  itself,  of  small  consideration.  Bat  the  president  had 
destroyed  the  legal  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  and  created 
twenty  other  fiscal  agents.  He  had  entered  upon  an  experi- 
ment to  put  down  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  substitute 
for  it  the  state  banks— to  fill  up  the  vacuum  created  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  United  States  bank  paper,  with  the  currency 
of  the  state  banks.  The  manner  in  which  this  was  done  was 
bold  and  daring— and  that  there  was,  he  believed,  some  charm 
in  a  bold  and  daring  deed,  which  silenced  the  dictates  of  the 
judgment  and  even  of  conscience.  The  unnatural  war  waged 
upo'n  the  bank,  appeared  to  hi1n  to  spring  from  love  of  con- 
quest, victory  and  spoil. 

And  he  asked — 

Would  any  gentleman  tell  him  where  the  treasury  was? 
Where,  he  repeated,  is  the  treasury?  Does  not  the  president 
hold  in  his  hands  all  the  money  of  the  government?  Does  he 
not  claim  authority  to  move  the  whole  public  treasure  from  one 
bank  to  another?  What  guards,  what  laws,  secure  the  treasu- 
ry? The  treasury  was  not  kept  in  any  known  place,  under  the 
safeguard  of  any  known  laws.  Mr.  E.  declared  that  he  would 
not  give  much  for  all  the  deposites  in  the  state  banks,  should 
this  house  adjourn,  leaving  things  as  they  are. 

We  could  not  collect  the  revenue,  nor  carry  on  any  commer- 
cial operations  if  the  experiment  should  be  attempted.  But 
the  states  were  going  to  extend  the  paper  system.  They  show 
no  disposition  to  return  to  a  hard  money  currency.  They  are 
increasing  their  paper  currency  to  meet  the  withdrawal  of  the 
U.  S.  paper  and  we  have  no  control  over  their  operations.  He 
called  upon  gentlemen  to  tell  him  what  great  interest  of  the 
country  had  suffered  from  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
bank.  Had  commerce,  agriculture  or  manufactures  suffered 
from  it?  On  the  contrary,  those  interests  had  been  fostered  by 
the  bank.  This  was  a  young  and  enterprising  country,  and  re- 
quired credit  as  a  substitute  for  capital.  In  England  it  was  es- 
timated that  one  dollar  in  specie  afforded  to  the  community  a 
currency  of  three  dollars.  The  same  facilities  were  still  more 
requisite  for  us. 

The  storm  was  but  now  beginning  which  was  to  pour  de- 
struction upon  the  business  interests  of  this  country.  His  con- 
stituents had  exten<-^ive  connexions  with  the  south  and  west, 
but  theii  trade  was  almost  entirely  cut  off.  Nothing  was  made 
to  send  abroad,  because  the  difference  of  exchange  was  suffi- 
ciently great  to  swallow  up  all  the  profits  on  business.  Many 
large  manufacturing  establishments  had  dismissed  half  of  (heir 
hands,  and  some  had  stopped  entirely.  No  relief  was  ex|)ected 
from  any  source,  except  the  abandonment  of  the  experiment 
attempted  by  the  government. 

The  correspondent  of  the  "Portland  Advertiser"  un- 
der date  of  Washington  March  13,  said — > 

The  offering  of  memorials  is  the  point  on  which  the  senate 
has  almost  all  their  interesting  speeches.  This  was  the  o<!ca- 
Bion  which  brought  out  Mr.  Preston  to  day  in  a  speech  of  nbout 
an  hour's  length.  Many  of  his  mclaphors  were  very  heautll'ul, 
among  all  of  which  I  nnist  give  yon  one  as  a  specimen.    In  al- 


luding to  Mr.  King's  remark,  that  the  bank  had  a  Hon's  strength, 
he  traced  out  the  figure.  A  lion,  it  was,  he  said,  but  a  lion 
subdued  on  its  lair,  shorn  of  its  locks,  and  folding  its  limbs  to 
die  in  peace.  As  it  was  breathing  its  dying  breath,  and  strug- 
gling at  the  last  gasp,  a  huntsman  appeared,  a  huntsman  bent 
upon  sport  with  the  noble  animal,  and  determined  to  try  his 
mettle  before  he  died.  He  recklessly  darts  his  spear  upon  him, 
and  the  lion  arouses  in  his  might,  and  bounds  across  the  field 
spreading  terror  and  desolation;  and  the  cry  is  raised — the  horn 
is  sounded,  the  whole  country  is  alarmed — and  I  now  ask,  he 
exclaimed,  after  delivering  this  with  the  most  animated  and  ef- 
fective oratory,  who  is  to  blame,  the  noble  lion,  or  the  ruthless 
huntsman? 

The  following  has  been  published  as  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  of  Vermont  to  a  member  of 
congress — 

"I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  J.  S.  of  T ,  has  gone  by 

the  board.  He  is  one  of  the  few  in  that  place  who  has  traded 
in  both  politics  and  merchandise.  Till  within  a  few  days  of  his 
failure,  he  persisted  in  declaring  there  was  no  distress!  The 
party  obstinacy  of  such  men  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote  of  one 

of  Noah's  neighbors,  which  our  friend  P tells  something 

after  this  sort:  'In  the  time  of  the  flood,  one  of  Noah's  neigh- 
bors, as  the  water  began  to  rise,  retreated  from  one  hill  top  to  a 
higher,  until  he  found  himself  on  the  highest  pinnacle  in  the  vi- 
cinity. The  water  still  kept  rising,  and  was  actually  washing 
about  his  middle.  While  in  that  predicament,  the  ark  floated 
along;  he  called  out — 'Noah!  Noah!  for  God's  sake  take  us  in.' 
'No!  answered  Noah;  you  had  warning  of  the  danger,  but  took 
no  heed.  You  must  take  care  of  yourself.'  'Well,' says  he, 
'neighbor  Noah,  go  to  thunder  with  your  old  ark;  I  donH  think 
tkere^s  going  to  ba  much  of  a  storm-'  " 

MESSRS.  MACNEVEN   AND  SAMPSON. 

In  consequence  of  the  letter  of  Dr.  Macneven,  published  in 
the  Register  of  the  5th  inst.  he  vv^as  subjected  to  much  severi- 
ty of  remark  from  one  part  of  the  natives  of  Ireland  resident  at 
or  collected  in  New  York,  which  led  to  a  very  large  meeting  of 
other  "adopted  citizens,"  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
of  sustaining  the  venerable  patriot  from  the  "Emerald  Isle;"  at 
which  meeting  Dr.  Hugh  Sweeney  was  called  to  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  John  B.  Lasala,  John  Quin,  Robert  Donaldson,  P.  S. 
Casserly,  Mr.  Flinn  and  Bernard  Graham,  vice  presidents;  and 
Dudley  Persse,  Thomas  W.  Gierke,  Alichael  Burke,  William 
Edmonds,  Daniel  Geary,  William  S.  Redden  and  John  Benson, 
were  chosen  secretaries. 

Among  others,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  unani- 
mously, and  with  acclamation: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  and  unshaken  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  patriotism  and  integrity  of  our  fellow  citizen,  William 
James  Macneven,  whose  clear  and  plain  arguments  his  oppo- 
nents have  not  even  attempted  to  confute,  and  which  they  only 
answer  by  personalities. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  com- 
municate this  resolution  to  Dr.  Macneven. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  seen  with  indignation  the  personal 
abuse  and  political  slanders,  which  have  been  uttered  against 
William  James  Macneven,  having  done  what  every  freeman 
has  a  right  to  do  in  this  land  of  liberty — to  express  his  opinions 
fearlessly  on  a  great  national  question. 

Resolved,  That  in  coming  forward  as  he  has  done  at  this  cri- 
sis. Dr.  Macneven  has  proved  himself  to  be  the  same  undevjat- 
ing  patriot — the  same  pure  republican — the  same  defender  of 
constitutional  liberty  that  he  was  in  1793,  when,  with  the  la- 
mented Emmet,  Tone,  Arthur  O'Connor  and  Fitzgerald,  brave- 
ly, he  risked  his  life  in  the  cause  of  Irish  freedom,  and  was 
ready  to  suffer  death  sooner  than  renounce  his  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  disgust  the  attacks  made  upon 
Dr.  Macneven's  opinions  on  the  currency  question,  by  those 
very  men  who  privately  hold  the  same  opinions — who  advocate 
a  national  bank,  and  condemn  the  removal  of  the  deposites  out- 
side of  Tammany  Hall,  but  who  want  the  moral  courage  which 
he  has  displayed  in  preferring  honesty  and  sincerity  to  mere 
party  bondage,  and  who  have  not  dared  in  any  of  their  resolu- 
tions to  assert  those  very  opinions  which  they  entertain. 

Several  others  of  like  character  were  presented  and  unani- 
mously accepted.  One  of  them  pledging  to  support  Mr.  Ver~ 
planck  for  the  oflice  of  mayor  of  the  city. 

And  also  the  following — 

Resolved,  That  as  adopted  citizens  of  this  republic  wo  regard 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  the  course  pursued  by  our  fellow 
citizen,  judge  Poric?-,  of  Louisiana,  (the  first  naturalized  Irish- 
man who  has  attained  lo  the  distinguished  honor  of  a  seal  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States),  in  his  nianful  and  strenuous 
opposition  to  executive  usurpation,  and  his  firm  and  vigorous 
support  of  the  constitution  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  officers 
of  this  meeting,  be  forwarded  to  judge  Porter  as  a  token  of  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  liwld  by  the  naturalized  citizens  of 
New  York. 

Three  more  resolutions  followed,  but  having  immediate  re- 
ference to  local  affairs,  are  omitted. 

The  following  Is  Mr.  Sampson''s  letter  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
men who  waited  on  him  to  request  he  would  preside  at  the 
great  meeting  of  adopted  citizens  above  mentioned. 
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Lispenard  street,  ^pril  7,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Gratified  as  I  am  by  ilie  mark  you  liave  given 
me  of  your  confidence  and  reijard,  f  matt  bej,'  leave  to  decline 
your  invitation  to  preside  at  your  meeting.  I  liave  determined 
to  attend  no  future  meetings  of  adoiited  citizens,  nnlcs.s  where 
llieir  interests  as  sucl)  may  happen  to  justify  it.  The  worthy 
purpose  you  have  in  view,  miglit  well  warrant  an  exception, 
were  it  not  that  there  exists  an  impediment  stronger  than  tny 
will.  A  severe  and  long  continued  cold  has  so  prostrated  my 
strength,  as  to  render  me  unfit  for  any  exertion  of  body  or  mind. 

In  a|)proving  of  the  sentiments  which  were  lately  e.vpressed 
by  Dr.  Maciieven,  you  have  my  full  concurrence  except  that  in 
respect  to  the  re-establishmcnt  of  a  national  bank,  I  do  not  find 
my  judgment  sufficiently  matured  to  pronounce  decidedly.  If 
the  wisdom  of  the  national  councils  shall  be  able  to  provide 
guards  and  restraints  sufiicient  to  prevent  its  ever  becoming  a 
political  engine,  I  should  then  incline  to  consider  it  beneficial 
and  expedient. 

As  to  the  letter  of  Dr.  Macneven,  in  answer  to  a  requisition 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  it  is  manifestly  the  production  of  a  sound 
and  vigorous  understanding,  and  I  am  well  convinced  the  heart 
of  him  who  penned  it  is  no  less  sound.  It  is  clear,  unsophisti- 
cated and  unequivocal.  He  has  however  been  accused  of  ter- 
giversation and  inconsistency,  and  for  this  reason,  that  on  the 
29th  of  January,  he  offered  a  resolution  at  his  ward,  approving 
the  measures  of  the  executive,  which  in  his  letter,  after  a  lapse 
of  about  two  months,  he  as  positively  condemned;  and  for  this, 
without  any  regard  to  circumstances,  or  any  account  made  of 
the  character  of  the  man,  gross  and  unfounded  calumnies  have 
been  heaped  upon  iiis  head.  It  has  been  maliciously  said  that 
he  was  bribed  and  corrupted  by  the  bank,*  and  when  this  was 
found  too  revolting,  another  charge  was  added,  that  he  had, 
through  pique  and  disappointment  on  the  refusal  of  an  office, 
betrayed  his  friends,  his  party  and  his  own  unsullied  reputation. 

Is  this,  my  fellow  citizens,  to  be  endured.'*  Is  this  a  fair  use 
to  be  made  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.?  Are  such  calumnies  to 
be  justified  by  party  spirit,  or  indulged  as  electioneering  squibs.? 
Are  they  not  blisters  on  the  foul  tongue  of  him  who  utters  them? 
Is  it  a  maxim  to  be  countenanced  by  honest  citizens,  that  all  is 
fair  in  politics,  and  that  the  exercise  of  the  most  important  fran- 
chise, upon  whose  purity  all  security  of  our  rights  and  liberties 
depends,  is  to  be  polluted  by  means  so  base  and  unworthy.?  Is 
that  being  true  to  a  party  which  is  false  to  justice  and  reckless 
of  conmion  decency''  It  is  from  the  too  great  encouragement 
given  to  such  unworthy  means,  that  I  have  always  stood  aloof 
from  party,  and  rather  chosen  to  renounce  its  emoluments  than 
bind  myself  to  connive  at  what  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  against  those  respectable  citizens  whose 
names  have  been  used,  I  am  convinced,  against  their  will,  to 
sanction  the  denunciation  of  ray  honored  friend.  As  to  that 
great  and  mixed  gathering  which  was  brought  together  on  Fri- 
day evening  at  Tammany  Hall,  for  the  purpose,  as  the  call  ex- 
pressed it,  of  removing  the  imputations  of  a  previous  meeting 
of  adopted  citizens  unfavorable  to  the  present  administration, 
all  upon  the  face  of  it  was  fair  enough.  They  had  a  right  to 
their  opinions,  and  to  speak  according  to  their  interests,  their 
principles  or  their  feelings.  But  there  is  a  fact  of  which  I  have 
positive  knowledge,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  concealed.  Be- 
fore that  call  was  agreed  to,  another  had  been  proposed,  in  which 
the  name  of  Dr.  Macneven  was  specially  inserted.  It  was  dis- 
countenanced by  the  more  discreet  and  creditable,  and  the  call 
upon  which  the  meeting  was  convened,  substituted  in  its  stead; 
and  thus  the  names  of  many  respectable  individuals  were  art- 
fully brought  out  to  sanction  resolutions  with  respect  to  Dr. 
Macneven,  which  I  will  confidently  assert  not  one  of  them  ap- 
proved of.  I  could  as  well  believe  that  such  n)en  could  coun- 
tenance that  emanation  from  their  meeting,  which  invaded  the 
sanctity  of  the  private  abode  of  my  friend,  whose  hisses  and 
groans,  and  brutal  exclamations,  ominous  of  evil  and  charac- 
teristic of  depravity,  penetrated  the  recesses  of  his  dwelling, 
carrying  terror  and  alarm  to  the  hearts  of  those  females,  to  whom 
the  ties  of  nature,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  virtues  had  render- 
ed him  so  justly  honored  and  so  dear. 

But  if  it  be  such  a  crime  to  change  opinions,  how  many  are 
there  that  may  wince;  and  why  is  that  indulgence  refused  to 
Macneven,  which  is  so  largely  accorded  to  others.  The  times 
were  changeful  and  eventful.  Discussion  by  the  ablest  states- 
men in  the  land  was  daily  throwing  additional  light  upon  a  sub- 
ject, difficult  and  intricate  in  its  nature  and  details;  the  aspect 
of  public  aff"airs  was  greatly  altered,  and  those  hardy  assertions 
that  there  existed  no  pressure  or  distress  became  contradicted 
by  facts  too  positive  and  peremptory.  No  man  could  go  abroad 
into  the  scene  of  public  aff"airs  or  to  the  seat  of  business,  and 
shut  his  ears  to  the  general  complaints.  Great  failures  were 
daily  announced,  and  in  those  abodes  of  penury  and  suffering, 
where  the  charitable  spirit  of  Macneven  so  often  directed  his 
.steps,  he  witnessed  the  too  moving  instances  of  tlie  sad  truth. 
And  many  altered  their  opinions  as  the  evil  became  more  appa- 
rent, the  causes  tnore  developed,  and  the  subject  better  under- 
(^tood;  and  has  it  not  at  lensth  been  brought  to  this,  that  our  state 
is  to  be  laid  under  mortgage,  as  our  Ireland  was  once  about  to  be 
gold  to  the  Jews,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  staunch  the  leak. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  wpon  which  I  cannot  excuse  my 
friend,  and  upon  which  I  must  give  him  up.     That  point  is  the 


*An  alderman  of  the  city,  it  appears,  wa>;  "prrlly  nearly,  if 
not  quite ,"  kicked  out  of  the  office  of  Ihe  sons  of  Emmett,  for 
a  charge   of  this  kind  against  the  doctor.  Ed.  Reg. 


want  of  worldly  policy.  In  wisdom  a  man,  he  is  in  simplicit^ 
a  child;  in  crall  or  cunning  he  is  unfit  to  cope  with  a  pigmy. 
Mad  he  been  an  artful  uvan,  he  would  have  taken  pains  to  show 
by  what  sti^ps  he  ariived  at  his  conclusions,  and  better  prepar- 
ed his  friends,  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  confidence,  lo  under- 
stand his  motives,  lie  would  have  been  circumspect  and  plau- 
sible. But  this  will  be  readily  forgiven  by  us  who  know  liis  na- 
ture;, and  can  allow  for  the  abstraction  which  the  examination 
of  such  a  subject  requires.  As  to  the  assertion  that  he  has  been 
influenced  by  pique  and  disappointment  there  is  this  plain  an- 
swer, that  before  tlie  resolutions  of  the  29th  January,  the  three 
medical  offices,  including  that  of  which  he  was  deprived  by  the 
federal  administration,  and  to  which  none  of  the  republican  go- 
vernors that  have  succeeded,  neither  Mr.  Van  Buren,  nor  Mr. 
Throop,  nor  Mr.  Marcy  have  thought  proper  to  restore  him, 
were  all  given  away  to  others,  before  he  offered  that  resolution 
so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  president  Jackson.  Does 
not  tills  show  that,  even  at  the  moment  when  that  unworthy 
slight  of  one  who  had  devoted  so  much  zeal  and  talent,  and  so 
much  of  his  means  to  the  democratic  party,  might  have  been 
most  pungent,  he  still  rose  above  the  mean  motives  imputed  to 
him,  and  continued  to  support  his  principles.  But  there  are 
some  of  such  sinister  disposition  that  cannot  believe  in  that  ge- 
nerosity which  they  never  felt  within  themselves,  and  to  whom 
the  heart  of  an  honest  and  high  minded  man  is  a  sealed  book  in 
which  they  cannot  read. 

In  one  point  the  adopted  citizens  have  not  had  fair  play,  the 
Truth  Teller,  to  which  they  look  for  information,  condemned 
the  conduct  of  the  doctor,  but  omitted  the  letter  to  which  that 
censure  referred,  and  some  who  came  to  the  meeting  full  of  in- 
dignation, would  have  been,  I  apprehend,  somewhat  puzzled  to 
say  what  it  was  about.  But  my  countrymen  have  honest  and 
feeling  hearts,  and  will  not  be  long  deceived,  they  will  read  and 
judge  for  themselves,  and  remember  that  the  man  against  whom 
they  have  been  so  suddenly  inffamed,  is  the  same  united  Irish- 
man, the  same  conspicuous  and  efficient  member  of  the  great 
Catholic  committee,  whose  energies  and  courage  first  forced 
the  chain  and  broke  the  spell  which  held  the  Irish  nation  in  ab- 
ject slavery.  The  colleague  of  the  amiable  and  virtuous  Feel- 
ins:,  the  bosom  friend«of  that  ever  memorable  hero,  the  gallant, 
the  accomplished,  the  lion-hearted  THEOBALD  WOLFE 
TONE.  They  will  remember  that  from  these  and  their  inter- 
ests he  has  never  swerved.  That  his  heart  and  hand  have  ever 
been  open  lo  the  needy  and  distressed.  That  if  for  their  sakes 
he  has  sometimes  turned  from  the  rich,  at  no  time  has  he  turn- 
ed his  face  from  the  poor  man,  and  if  any  feelings  of  gratitude 
remain,  they  will  come  back  to  him  with  redoubled  affection, 
and  if  any  honest  pride,  they  will  be  proud  of  such  a  compatriot. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  vours  very  truly, 

WILLIAM  SAMPSON. 

To  Messrs.  John  B,  Lasala,  Daniel  Geary,  William  Flinn,  B. 
Graham  and  Hugh  Sxveeny. 

The  following  is  Dr.  Maeneven's  answer  to  the  deputation 
from  the  great  meeting  of  adopted  citizens,  sent  in  pursuance 
of  the  second  resolution: 

Gentlemen:  I  sincerely  thank  you  and  my  fellow  citizens 
whom  you  represent  for  this  testimony  of  your  approbation. 
Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  use  the  liberty  of  a  friend  and 
to  express  to  you  frankly  hov/  much  I  disapprove  of  the  com- 
mon distinction  taken  between  native  and  adopted  citizens,  as 
the  latter  are  improperly  called.  The  law  knows  no  such  clas- 
sification, and  it  is  contrary  to  our  interest  and  our  duty  to  make 
it  ourselves,  or  countenance  it  from  others.  W^henever  there 
is  any  thing  to  be  lost  or  gained  by  it,  there  will  not  be  wanting 
persons  enough  to  bring'  up,  without  our  suggestion  that  the 
naturalized  is  not  a  native  born  citizen.  We  have,  on  our 
oaths,  renounced  every  foreign  allegiance.  We  should  there- 
fore merge  ourselves  entirely  in  the  great  American  family,  and 
whenever  we  think  of  any  other  nation,  should  only  do  it  in  be- 
nevolence, or  for  purposes  altogether  disconnected  from  this 
country. 

I  will  also  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  say,  that, 
with  many  others,  I  usually  relied,  in  my  estimate  of  the  com- 
mon effects  of  political  measures,  on  the  sentiments  of  those  of 
my  party  who  had  more  time  and  facility  to  study  them  than 
myself,  and  conformed  to  this  easy  course,' until  the  latter  end 
of  January.  After  this  time,  in  the  early  part  of  February,  and 
ever  since,  the  appaling  failures  of  our  traders  and  merchants 
took  place,  and  that  scene  of  general  distress  ensued  which  af- 
flicts us  still.  This  induced  me  to  reflect  more  seriously  on  the 
causes  and  extent  of  the  evil.  I  examined  and  judged  for  my- 
self, and  was  struck  with  those  acts  of  unwise  policy,  those 
transgressions  against  the  principles  of  the  constitution  and  re- 
publican government  which  I  have  attempted  to  set  forth  in  my 
letter.  It  is  no  impeachment  of  my  change  of  opinion,  that,  in 
declining  to  preside  at  Tammany  Hail,  I  employed  expressions 
of  politeness  in  my  answer  to  two  gentlemen  whom  I  respect. 
But  I  leave  it  to  any  candid  mind,  whether  there  is  in  n)y  note 
on  that  occasion  any  commital  of  iny  opinion  on  the  subject  for 
which  they  met. 

Ofliee  holders  may  alledsre  ihnt  there  is  nothing  ami?s  in  this 
community,  and  perhaps  they  feel  no  distress;  but  persons  who 
have  to  depptid  upon  productive  itidusuy,  meet  it  in  their  busi- 
ness, and  their  means  of  living.  How  long  this  state  of  things 
shall  continue,  depends  upon  the  people;  but  it  appears  to  nie 
clear  as  noon  day,  that  it  must  prevail  until  the  general  govern- 
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went  shall  change  its  measUres.  As  soon  as  I  felt  this  convic- 
tion I  was  not  deterred  by  obstinacy,  false  pride  or  prudential 
cowardice,  from  ar^wing  the  change. 

I  had  never  come  up  to  that  point  of  subordination,  the  per- 
fection of  the  drill,  at  which  the  soldier  is  more  in  terror  of  his 
officers  than  of  the  enemy.  The  only  thing  L  am  afraid  of  is, 
ihe  being  knowingly  and  wilfully  in  error.  I  fear  this  more  than 
the  displeasure  of  my  opponents,  much  as  I  respect  them,  and 
until  they  prove  to  me  that  I  have  violated  one  moral  or  politi- 
cal principle,  they  must  allow  me  to  hear  their  abuse  with  com- 
posure. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  accept  for  yourselves  and  your  con- 
stituentri,  my  best  wishes  and  profound  respect. 

WILLIAM  JAMES  MACNEVEN. 

A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  HEISTER. 

fVashington,  ^pril  9th,  1834. 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton: 

As  it  may  be  interesting  to  mnny  of  my  constituents  to  know 
why  my  vote  is  not  found  recorded  on  the  very  important  ques- 
tions decided  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Friday,  the  4lh 
instant,  and  also  how  I  would  have  voted  on  the  several  pro- 
posiuous  reported  by  the  comnullee  of  ways  and  means,  if  I 
had  been  present,  I  deem  it  proper  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment in  relation  thereto;  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
give  it  an  insertion  in  tlie  Intelligencer  for  the  information  of 
those  who  have  honored  me  with  their  confidence  and  trust,  as 
their  representative. 

My  private  bnsuiess  rendering  my  presence  at  home  essen- 
tially necessary  in   the  early  part  of  the  present  mouth,  I  con- 
sulted a  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  house,  and,  amongst  those, 
eeveral  promuient  friends  of  the  administration,  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  vote  being  taken  the  succeeding  week  after  my 
leaving  here  on  the  all-absorbing  subject  then  under  the  full 
tide  of  discussion.    The  general  opinion  was,  as  far  as  I  could 
leam,  that,  as  there  were  a  number  of  members  on  both  sides 
of  the   question  desirous  to  express  their  views,  the   question 
would  not  bti  forced  for  at  least  two  weeks  from  that  time.  The 
latter  gentleman  in  particular,  assured  me  that  there  was  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  majority  -to  cut  off  debate  for  a 
couple  of  weeks — one  of  whom  said  he  was  going  to  set  out  for 
Philadelphia  the  same  day  I  left  here,  and  would  be  absent 
about  as  long  as  I  expected  to  be  gone,  and  that  he  felt  perfectly 
i>atisfied  that  there  was  no  danger  that  the  vote  would  be  taken 
in  that  time.    He,  however,  did  not  leave  the  city  at  that  time, 
as  he  said  be  would,  and  voted  for    the  previous  question. 
Another  of  them  said  emphatically  he  should  not  give  his  con- 
sent to  cut  off  debate  until  about  the  middle  of  the  present 
month.    He  also  voted  for  the  previous  question.     It  is  not  my 
intention  to  reflect  on  those  gentlemen,  for  I  believe  them  to 
have  been  sincere  in  what  they  then  said.    I  merely  state  facts. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  I  was  influenced,  and  felt  safe  in 
then  leaving  my  post,  in  consequence  of  those  assurances. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  left  this  on  the  98th  u!t.  and  re- 
turned on  the  6th  instant,  little  expecting  that  the  gag  law  was 
again  to  be  resorted  to  so  soon  after  my  leaving  here.    And  al- 
though my  vote  would  not  have  changed  the  result,  yet  I  re- 
gret that  I  missed  the  opportunity  of  recording  it,  so  that  all 
concerned  might  see  how  the  trust  confided  to  me  was  dis- 
charged on  that  occasion.    And  in  order  distinctly  to  manifest 
my  sentiments  to  them,  I  will  state  that  had  I  been  in  the  house 
I  should  have  voted  against  the  previous  question,  which  cut  off 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilde  declaring  "that  the  rea- 
sons of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  removing  the  deposites 
were  insufficient."    And,  if  the  previous  question  had  not  been 
carried,  I  should  have  voted/or  the  amendment  already  quoted. 
The  previous  question,  however,  having  been  carried,  and  a 
separate  vote  having  been  taken  on  eacli  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  I  should  have 
voted  against  the  first  resolution  of  the  committee,  declaring 
that  "the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  recharter- 
€d;"  because  I  believe  such  an  institution  essentially  necessary 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country;  and  tliat  th'e  continuance  of 
the  charter  of  the  present  b-diik,  judicially  restricted,  would  sub- 
«erve  the  general  interests  of  the  community  better  than  could 
be  effected  by  destroying  it  and  creating  a  new  one. 

I  should  have  voted  against  the  second  resolution,  declaring 
*'that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored,"  &c.  and  against 
the  third,  declaring  that  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued 
as  the  places  of  deposite,"  &c.  for  the  two  fold  reason,  that,  in 
my  judgment,  they  were  wrongfully,  injudiciously  and  illegally 
removed,  and  that  they  are  now  in  unsafe  repositories — placed 
there  not  by  the  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to 
whom  alone  the  constitution  has  entrusted  the  charge  of  the 
public  treasure.  I  should  have  voted  for  the  fourth  resolution, 
directing  an  investigation  into  the  conduct  and  concerns  of  the 
bank,  and  an  inquiry  into  its  alleged  corruptions  and  abuses: 
not  because  I  believe  that  any  good  can  possibly  arise  from 
such  investigation,  for  I  am  persuaded  that  the  public  is  already 
sufficiently  informed  of  the  whole  course  and  conduct  of  that  in- 
stitution, to  form  a  correct  judgment  in  relation  to  it.  And  on 
the  action  of  the  house  of  representatives  it  can  certainly  not  be 
designed  to  have  any  effect,  for  by  their  vote  they  have  prejudg- 
ed and  condemned  it  already.  I  should  have  voted  for  it,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  the  imputation  of  shrinking  from  the  investiga- 
tion, and  thereby  leaving  the  impresRinn  that  it  was  for  fear  of 
the  development  of  malpractices,  which,  in  my  opinion,  do  not 
«xisl. 


Thus  much  I  have  thought  proper  to  say,  as  a  duty  to  my- 
self, in  warding  off  any  unjust  imputation  that  might  be  made, 
that  I  have  skulked  from  my  post  to  avoid  the  "responsibility" 
of  voting  on  a  subject  now  convulsing  the  whole  country — for 
which,  (if  I  were  capable  of  acting,  so  unmanly  and  disinge- 
nuous a  part),  I  should  most  heartily  despise  myself.  Very  re- 
spectfully, WM.  HEISTER. 

COMPLIMENT  TO  MR.  CAREY. 

Philadelphia,  March  19, 1834. 

On  Monday  evening,  a  number  of  citizens,  who  had  subscrib- 
ed for  the  puichase  of  a  pair  of  silver  pitchers,*  to  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Carey,  as  a  mark,  of  respect,  assembled  at  the  Mansion 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  presentation  by  col.  Folterall,  Adam 
Ramage  and  James  Ronaldson,  the  committee  to  whom  thai 
office  was  appointed.  Col.  Fotterall,  the  chairman,  delivered 
the  following  address: 

Philadelphia,  March  17, 1834. 
To  Mathew  Carey,  esq. 

Sir — We  have  been  appointed  on  behalfa  number  of  citizens, 
to  present  you  with  these  two  pitchers  in  token  of  their  high  re- 
spect for  your  character,  both  public  and  private,  the  excellence 
of  which  has  been  evinced  in  your  long  and  unwearied  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
and  in  your  ever  attentive  anxiety  to  discharge  promptly  and 
efficiently  that  first  of  Christian  duties,  the  relief  of  private 
distress. 

To  say  to  a  man  who  has  been  so  long  active  on  the  theatre 
of  life,  and  who  has  been  so  much  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
his  opinions  on  controverted  subjects,  that  he  has  never  been 
in  error,  would  be  neither  in  accordance  with  the  sincerity 
of  our  esteem  for  you,  nor  complimentary  to  that  good  sense 
which  would  enable  you  to  distinguish  between  an  unworthy  at- 
tempt to  flatter,  and  the  effusions  of  good  will  and  true  respect. 
But  this  we  will  say,  that  for  untiring  industry,  and  purity  of 
purpose,  we  know  of  no  man  whom  we  consider  more  entitled 
to  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Accept  for  ourselves,  who  have  been  so  long  witnesses  of 
your  active  benevolence,  our  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness.  STEPHEN  E.  FOTTERALL, 

JAMES  RONALDSON, 
ADAM  RAMAGE. 

To  which  address  Mr.  Carey  replied: 

Gentlemen — The  consciousness  of  a  correct  course  of  con- 
duct is,  to  a  well  constituted  mind,  not  merely  an  adequate 
motive,  but  the  highest  possible  reward  for  such  a  course.  Next 
to  that  reward,  is  the  unbought  and  unsought  for,  approbation 
of  fellow  citizens,  above  the  suspicion  of  sinister  motives  for 
their  suffrages.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  you  may  readily 
conceive  how  highly  I  appreciate  this  very  flattering  testimony 
of  your  regard,  and  that  of  your  constituents. 

To  have  gratuitously  defended — for  fourteen  years,  with  all 
the  zeal  and  energy  of  my  mind,  and  at  a  heavy  expense  of 
time  and  money,  and — while  I  continued  in  trade — at  a  great 
loss  of  business — the  glorious  cause  of  the  protection  of  that 
important  portion  of  the  national  industry,  which  furnishes 
agriculture  with  those  most  valuable  and  extensive  markets, 
that  gladden  the  hearts  and  enrich  the  pockets  of  the  larmer, 
which  converts  his  boundless  raw  productions  into  means  of 
comfort  and  enjoyment  for  the  nation;  affords  the  pabulum  for 
the  most  important  portion  of  a  widely  extended  and  constantly 
increasing  domestic  trade,  (the  best  of  all  trades — a  trade,  inde- 
pendent, during  peace,  of  foreign  regulations  and  restrictions, 
and  during  war,  of  decrees  and  orders  in  council);  and  at  the 
same  time  contributes  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  commerce,  by 
immense  freights  on  imported  bulky  raw  materials,  (thrice  as 
great  as  on  imported  manufactures),  and  by  the  exportation  of 
elaborated  articles,  which  form  a  great  and  growing  item  of  our 
foreign  trade — to  have,  I  say,  thus  defended  this  cause,  under 
almost  every  possible  discouragement,  (incomparably  more 
from  its  wealthy  friends  than  from  its  inveterate  enemies) — a 
cause  in  which  I  never  had  the  least  personal  interest — will 
afford  me  more  satisfaction  at  that  serious  hour  when  my  ac- 
counts with  time  shall  close  forever,  and  those  with  eternity 
commence — an  hour  which,  at  74,  cannot  be  very  remote — than 
if  I  possessed  the  envied  and  enormous  treasures  of  a  Girard, 
gloated  on  and  hoarded,  till  gloating  and  hoarding  were  at  once 
terminated  by  the  irrevocable  decree  of  the  conquerer  death. 

How  far  my  efforts  in  favor  of  the  protecting  system,  a  sys- 
tem so  vitally  important  to  national  greatness  and  grandeur, 
and  to  individual  comfort  and  happiness — tended  to  produce  the 

*The  pitchers  above  referred  to  are  of  an  Etrui^can  form,  en- 
circled by  a  wreath  of  grape  vines,  and  the  handles  richly  chas- 
ed.    The  front  of  each  bears  the  following  inscription: — 

"Presented  to  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  by  his  fellow  citizens,  as 
a  testimony  of  the  high  respect  they  have  for  bis  publie  and 
private  character,  A.  D.  1834." 

On  the  side  of  one  of  them  is  the  following  motto: 

"True  glory  consists  in  performing  acts  worthy  of  record,  or 
in  writing  matter  calculated  to  render  mankind  wiser,  better 
and  happier." 

On  the  side  of  the  other — 

"The  constitution:  Esto  perpetua." 

Opposite  the  mottoes  on  each  is  a  handsomely  engraved  de- 
vice, composed  of  the  Irish  harp,decorated  with  sprigs  of  Shana- 
rock,  and  supporting  the  American  eagle. 
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salutAry  tariff  of  1824— carried  by  a  mere  majority  of  four— to 
which  we  owe  so  large  a  portion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  rescue  from  the  abyss  of  distress  and  suffering  into 
which  it  was  plunged  from  1816  till  1822—3,  by  the  miserable 
tariff  of  1816;  to  what  fatal  and  fatuitous  conduct  we  are  to  de- 
scribe the  deplorable  change  which  has  taken  place  in  that  be- 
nign system;  and  how  easily  that  change  and  its  ultimate  ruin- 
ous consequences  might  have  been  prevented,  by  moderate  sa- 
crifices, to  dispel  the  wonderful  delusion  which  produced  that 
disastrous  result,  I  leave  you  to  judge. 

It  would  be  most  extraordinary,  if,  in  the  great  variety  of 
topics  [  have  discussed  since  I  began  to  write,  above  half  a 
century  ago,  I  had  not,  as  you  say,  fallen  into  errors  occasional- 
ly. But  when  you  are  so  kind  as  to  give  me  credit  for  "purity  of 
purpose,"  I  fain  would  hope  you  do  me  no  more  than  justice. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  MATHEW  CAREY. 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1834. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAY, 

On  presenting  certain  memorials,  in  the  senate,  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  charged  with  the  pleasing  duly  of  pre- 
senting to  the  senate  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the 
people,  and  two  memorials,  subscribed  by  large  numbers  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  in  respect  to  the  existing  state  of  public  affairs. 

The  first  he  would  offer  were  the  resolutions  of  the  young 
men  of  Troy,  assembled  upon  a  call  of  upwards  of  seven  hun- 
dred of  their  number.  He  had  recently  visited  that  interesting 
city.  It  is  (said  he)  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  a  succession 
of  fine  cities  and  villages  that  decorate  the  borders  of  one  of  the 
noblest  rivers  of  our  country.  In  spite  of  the  shade  cast  upon 
it  by  its  ancient  and  venerable  sister  and  neighbor,  it  has  sprung 
up  with  astonising  rapidity.  When  he  saw  it  last  fall,  he  never 
beheld  a  more  respectable,  active,  enterprising  and  intelligcHt 
business  community.  Every  branch  of  employment  was  flou- 
rishing. Every  heart  beat  high  in  satisfaction  with  present  en- 
joyment, and  in  hopes  from  the  prospect  of  future  success. 
How  sadly  has  the  scene  changed!  How  terribly  have  all  their 
anticipations  of  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  been  dash- 
ed and  disappointed  by  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  misguided 
rulers! 

The  young  men  advert  to  this  change,  in  their  resolutions,  and 
to  its  true  cause.  They  denounce  all  experiments  upon  their 
happiness.  They  call  for  the  safer  councils  which  prevailed  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Washington  and  Madison,  both  of  whom 
gave  their  approbation  to  charters  of  a  bank  of  the  U.  States. 

But  what  gives  to  these  resolutions  peculiar  interest,  in  his 
estimation,  is,  that  they  exhibit  a  tone  of  feeling  which  rises  far 
above  any  loss  of  property,  however  great,  any  distress  from  the 
stagnation  of  business,  however  intense.  They  manifest  a  deep 
and  patriotic  sensibility  to  executive  usurpations,  and  to  the 
consequent  danger  to  civil  liberty.  They  solemnly  protest 
against  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  one 
man.  They  would  not  have  consented  to  such  an  union  in  the 
person  of  the  father  of  his  country,  much  less  will  they  in  that 
of  any  living  man.  They  feel  that,  when  liberty  is  safe,  the  loss 
of  fortune  and  property  is  comparatively  nothing;  but  that  when 
liberty  is  sacrificed,  existence  has  lost  all  its  charms. 

The  next  document  which  he  had  to  offer  was  a  memorial, 
signed  by  near  nine  hundred  mechanics  of  the  city  of  Troy. 
Several  of  them  were  personally  known  to  him.  And  judging 
from  what  he  knew,  saw,  and  heard,  he  believed  there  was  not 
any  where  a  more  skilful,  industrious  and  respectable  body  of 
mechanics  than  in  Troy.  They  bear  testimony  to  the  preva- 
lence of  distress,  trace  it  to  the  illegal  acts  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  in  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
eiles;  ask  their  restoration,  and  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  committee,  in  their  letter  addressed  to 
him,  say:  "We  are,  what  we  profess  to  be,  working  men,  de- 
pendent upon  our  labor  for  our  daily  bread,  confine  our  atten- 
tion to  our  several  vocaUoiis,  and  trust  in  God  and  the  conti- 
nental congress  for  such  protection  as  will  enable  us  to  operate 
successfully." 

The  first  mentioned  depository  of  their  confidence  will  not 
deceive  them.  But  I  lament  to  say  that  the  experience,  during 
this  session,  does  not  authorise  us  to  anticipate  that  co-opera- 
tion in  another  quarter  which  is  indispensable  to  the  restoration 
of  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  the  recovery  of  the  public 
purse. 

The  last  memorial  he  would  present,  had  been  transmitted  to 
him  by  the  secretaries  to  a  meeting  stated  to  be  the  largest  ever 
held  in  the  county  of  Schenectady,  in  New  York.  It  is  signed 
by  about  eight  hundred  persons.  In  a  few  instances,  owing  to 
the  subscriptions  having  been  obtained  by  different  individuals, 
the  same  name  occurs  twice.  The  memorialists  bring  their  tes- 
timony to  ihe  existence  of  distress,  and  the  disorders  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  invoke  the  application  of  the  only  known,  tried  and 
certain  remedy,  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

And  now,  Mr.  President  (continued  Mr.  Clay)  I  will  avail  my- 
self of  the  occasion  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject-matter 
of  these  proceedings  and  memorials,  and  on  the  state  of  the 
country  as  we  found  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
and  its  present  state. 

When  we  met,  we  found  the  executive  in  the  full  possession 
of  the  public  treasury.  All  its  barriers  had  been  broken  down, 
and  in  place  of  the  control  of  the  law  was  substituted  the  un- 
controled  will  of  the  chief  magistrats.  I  say  uncontroled:  for 
it  is  idle  to  pretend  that  the  executive  has  not  unrestrained  ac- 
cess to  the  public  treasury,  when  every  officer  connected  with 


it  is  bound  to  obey  his  paramount  will.  It  is  not  the  form  of 
keeping  the  accounts;  it  is  not  the  place  alone  where  the  pwb- 
lic  money  is  kept;  but  it  is  the  power,  the  authority,  the  tewpon- 
sibility  of  independent  officers,  checking  and  checked  by  each 
other,  that  constitute  the  public  security  for  the  safety  of  the 
public  treasure.    This  no  longer  exists,  is  gone,  is  annihilated. 

The  secretary  sent  us  in  a  report  containing  the  reasons  (if 
they  can  be  dignified  with  that  appellation)  for  the  executive 
seizure  of  the  public  purse.  Resolutions  were  promptly  offer- 
ed in  this  body,  denouncing  the  procedure  as  unconstitutional 
and  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  declaring  the  total  insuflliciency  of 
the  reasons.  Near  three  months  were  consumed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  them.  In  the  early  part  of  this  protracted  debate,  th« 
supporters  of  the  executive  measure  stoutly  denied  the  exist- 
ence of  distress,  pronounced  it  a  panic  got  up  for  dramatic  ef- 
fect, and  affirmed  that  the  country  was  enjoying  great  prospe- 
rity. Instances  occurred  of  members  asserting  that  the  places 
of  their  own  residence  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  enviable 
and  unexampled  prosperity,  who,  in  the  progress  of  the  debate, 
were  compelled  reluctantly  to  own  their  mistake,  and  to  admit 
the  existence  of  deep  and  intense  distress.  Memorial  after  me- 
morial poured  in,  committee  after  committee  repaired  to  the  ca- 
pitol  to  represent  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  until  incredulity 
itself  stood  rebuked  and  abashed.  Then  it  was  the  bank  that 
had  inflicted  the  calamity  upon  the  country— that  bank  which 
was  to  be  brought  under  the  feet  of  the  executive,  and  which  it 
was  necessary,  at  all  events,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president, 
should  proceed  forthwith  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 

And,  during  the  debate,  it  was  again  and  again  pronounced 
by  the  partisans' of  the  executive,  that  the  sole  question  involv- 
ed in  the  resolutions  was  bank  or  no  bank.  It  was  in  vain  that 
we  protested,  solemnly  protested,  that  that  was  not  the  ques- 
tion; and  that  the  true  question  was  of  immensely  higher  im- 
port; that  it  comprehended  the  inviolability  of  the  constitution, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  In  vain  did  members  re- 
peatedly rise  in  their  places,  and  proclaim  their  intention  to 
vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  their  settled  deter- 
mination to  vote  against  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  against 
the  charter  of  any  bank.  Gentlemen  persisted  in  asserting  the 
identity  of  the  bank  question,  and  that  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tions; and  thousands  of  the  people  of  the  country  are,  to  this 
moment,  deluded  by  the  erroneous  belief  in  that  identity. 

Mr.  President,  the  arts  of  power  and  its  minions  are  the  same 
in  all  countries  and  in  all  ages.  It  marks  a  victim;  denounces 
it;  and  excites  the  public  odium  and  the  public  hatred,  to  con- 
ceal its  own  abuses  and  encroachments.  It  avails  itself  of  the 
prejudices,  and  the  passions  of  the  people,  silently  and  secretly, 
to  forge  chains  to  enslave  the  people. 

Well,  sir,  during  the  continuance  of  the  debate,  we  have  been 
told  over  and  over  again,  that,  let  the  question  of  the  deposites 
be  settled,  let  congress  pass  upon  the  report  of  the  secretary, 
and  the  activity  of  business  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
will  again  speedily  revive.  The  senate  has  passed  upon  the  re- 
solutions, and  has  done  its  duty  to  the  country,  to  the  conslita- 
tion,  and  to  its  conscience. 

And  the  report  of  the  secretary  has  been  also  passed  upon  in 
the  other  house;  but  how  passed  upon?  The  official  relations 
which  exist  between  the  two  houses,  and  the  expediency  of 
preserving  good  feelings  and  harmony  between  them,  forbid  my 
saying  all  that  I  feel  on  this  momentous  subject.  But  I  must 
say,  that  tiie  houso,  by  the  constitution,  is  deemed  the  especial 
guardian  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people;  and,  above 
all,  the  guardian  of  the  people's  money  in  the  public  treasury. 
The  house  has  given  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  se- 
cretary's reasons  the  go-by,  evaded  it,  shunned  it,  or  rather 
merged  it,  in  the  previous  question.  The  house  of  representa- 
tives has  not  ventured  to  approve  the  secretary's  reasons.  It 
cannot  approve  them;  but,  avoiding  the  true  and  original  ques- 
tion, has  gone  off  upon  a  subordinate  and  collateral  point.  It 
has  indirectly  sanctioned  the  executive  usurpation.  It  has  vir- 
tually abandoned  its  constitutional  care  and  control  over  the 
public  treasury.  It  has  surrendered  the  keys,  or  rather  permits 
the  executive  to  retain  their  custody;  and  thus  acquiesces  in 
that  conjunction  of  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation,  which 
all  experience  has  evinced,  and  all  patriots  have  believed,  to  be 
fatal  to  the  continuance  of  public  liberty. 

Such  has  been  the  extraordinary  disposition  of  this  great  ques- 
tion. Has  the  promised  relief  come?  In  one  short  week,  after 
the  house  pronounced  its  singular  decision,  three  banks  in  this 
District  of  Columbia  have  stopped  payment  and  exploded.  In 
one  of  them  the  government  has,  we  understand,  sustained  a 
loss  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  And  in  another,  almost  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  capitol,  that  navy  pension  fund,  created 
for  our  infirm  and  disabled,  but  gallant  tars,  which  ought  to  he 
held  sacred,  has  experir'nced  an  abstraction  of  $Q0,000!  Such 
is  the  realization  of  the  prediction  of  relief  made  by  the  eup- 
poriers  of  the  executive. 

And  what  is  the  actual  state  of  the  public  treasury?  The  pre- 
sident, not  satisfied  with  the  seizure  of  it,  more  than  two  months 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  appointed  a  second 
secretary  of  the  treasury  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  con- 
gress. We  are  now  in  the  fifth  month  of  the  session;  and  in 
defiance  of  the  sense  of  the  country,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
participation  of  the  senate  in  the  appointing  power,  the  presi- 
dent has  not  yet  deigned  to  submit  the  nomination  of  his  secre- 
tary to  the  consideration  of  the  senate.  Sir,  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  record,  but,  from  the  habitual  practice  of  every  pre- 
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vious  president,  from  the  deference  and  respect  which  they  all 
maintained  towards  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  1 
venture  to  say  that  a  parallel  case  is  not  to  be  found. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  question  of  the  highest  importance  AVhat 
is  to  be  the  issue,  what  the  remedy,  of  tlie  existing  evils.  We 
should  deal  with  the  people  openly,  frankly,  sincerely.  The 
.  senate  stands  ready  to  do  whatever  is  incumbent  upon  it;  but 
unless  the  majority  in  the  liouse  will  relent;  unless  it  will  lake 
heed  of  and  profit  by  recent  events,  tlK^e  is  no  hope  for  the  na- 
tion from  the  joint  action  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  at  this 
session.  Still,  1  would  say  to  my  countrymen,  do  not  despair. 
You  are  a  young,  brave,  intelligent,  and  as  yet  a  free  people.  A 
complete  remedy  for  all  that  you  suffer,  and  all  that  you. dread, 
'  is  in  your  own  hands.  And  the  events,  to  which  I  have  just 
alluded,  demonstrate  that  those  of  us  have  not  been  deceived 
who  have  always  relied  upon  the  virtue,  the  capacity,  and  the 
intelligence  of  the  people. 

I  congratulate  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  hope  you  will  receive 
the  congratulation  with  the  same  heartfelt  cordiality  with  which 
I  tender  it,  upon  the  issue  of  the  late  election  in  Mie  city  of  N. 
York.  I  hope  it  will  excite  a  patriotic  glow  in  your  bosom.  I 
congratulate  the  senate,  the  country,  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
friends  of  liberty  every  where.  It  was  a  great  victory.  It  must 
be  so  regarded  in  every  aspect.  From  a  majority  of  more  than 
six  thousand,  wiiich  the  dominant  party  boasted  a  few  months 
ago,  if  it  retain  any,  it  is  a  meagre  and  spurious  majority  of 
less  than  two  hundred.  And  the  whigs  contended  with  such 
odds  against  them.  A  triple  alliance  of  state  placemen,  cor- 
poration placemen  and  federal  placemen,  amounting  to  about 
thirty-five  hundred,  and  deriving,  in  the  form  of  salaries,  com- 
pensations and  allowances,  ordinary  and  extra,  from  the  public 
chests,  the  enormous  sum,  annually,  of  near  one  million  of 
dollars.  Marshalled,  drilled,  disciplined,  commanded.  The 
struggle  was  tremendous;  but  what  can  withstand  the  irresistible 
powerof  the  votaries  of  truth,  liberty  and  their  country.''  It  was 
an  immortal  triumph — a  triumph  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  over  usurpation  here,  and  over  clubs  and  bludgeons  and 
violence  there. 

Go  on,  noble  city!  Go  on,  patriotic  whigs!  follow  up  your 
glorious  commencement;  persevere,  and  pause  not  until  you 
Jiave  regenerated  and  disenthralled  your  splendid  city,  and  plac- 
ed it  at  the  head  of  American  cities  devoted  to  civil  liberty,  as 
it  now  stands  pre-eminently  the  first  as  the  commercial  empori- 
um of  our  common  country!  Merchants,  mechanics,  traders, 
laborers,  never  cease  to  recollect  that,  without  freedom,  you 
can  have  no  sure  commerce  or  business;  and  that  without  law 
you  have  no  security  for  personal  liberty,  property,  or  even  ex- 
istence! Countrymen  of  Tone,  of  Emmet,  of  Macneven,  and 
of  Sampson,  if  any  of  you  have  been  deceived,  and  seduced  into 
the  support  of  a  cause  dangerous  to  American  liberty,  hasten  to 
review  and  correct  your  course!  Do  not  forget  that  you  aban- 
doned the  green  fields  of  your  native  island  to  escape  what  you 
believed  the  tyranny  of  a  British  king!  Do  not,  I  adjure  you, 
lend  yourselves,  in  this  land  of  your  asylum,  this  last  retreat  of 
the  freedom  of  man,  to  the  establishment  here,  for  you,  and  for 
us  all,  of  that  despotism  which  you  had  proudly  hoped  had  been 
left  behind  you,  in  Europe,  forever!  There  is  much,  I  would 
fain  believe,  in  the  constitutional  forms  of  government.  But  at 
last  it  is  its  parental  and  beneficent  operation  that  must  fix  its 
character.  A  government  may  in  form  be  free,  in  practice  ty- 
rannical; as  it  may  in  form  be  despotic,  and  in  practice  liberal 
and  free. 

It  was  a  brilliant  and  signal  triumph  of  the  whigs.  And  they 
have  assumed  for  themselves,  and  bestowed  on  their  opponents, 
a  demonstration  which,  according  to  all  the  analogy  of  history, 
is  strictly  correct.  It  deserves  to  be  extended  throughout  the 
whole  country.  What  was  the  origin,  among  our  British  an- 
cestors, of  those  appellations.''  The  tories  were  the  supporters 
of  executive  power,  of  royal  prerogative,  of  the  maxim  that  the 
king  could  do  no  wrong,  of  the  detestable  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance.  The  whigs  were  the  champions 
of  liberty,  the  friends  of  the  people,  and  the  defenders  of  the 
power  of  their  representatives  in  the  house  of  commons. 

During  our  revolutionary  war,  the  tories  took  sides  with  exe- 
cutive power  and  prerogative,  and  with  the  king,  against  liberty 
and  independence.  And  the  whigs,  true  to  their  principles, 
contended  against  royal  executive  power,  and  for  freedom  and 
independence. 

And  what  is  the  present  but  the  same  contest  in  another  form? 
The  partisans  of  the  present  executive  sustain  his  power  in  the 
most  boundless  extent.  They  claim  for  him  «W  executive  au 
thnrity.  They  make  his  sole  will  the  governing  power.  Every 
officer  concerned  in  the  administration,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  is  to  conform  to  his  mandates.  Even  the  jiublic  treasu- 
ry, hitherto  regarded  as  sacred,  and  beyond  his  reach,  is  placed 
by  them  under  his  entire  direction  and  control.  The  whigs  of 
the  present  day  are  opposing  executive  encroachment,  and  a 
most  alarming  extension  of  executive  pow<'r  and  prerogative. 
They  are  ferreting  out  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  an  admin- 
istration, under  a  chief  magistrate  who  is  (.'ndeavoring  to  c<ni- 
centrate  in  his  own  person  the  whole  power.s  of  uovernnumt. 
They  are  contending  for  the  tights  of  the  people,  for  civil  liber- 
ty, for  free  institutions,  for  tlie  supremacy  of  the  <'nnstilulion 
and  the  laws.  The  contest  is  an  arduous  one;  but,  although  the 
struggle  may  be  yet  awhile  prolonged,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
and  the  spirit  of  our  anct'slnrs,  th(!  issue  eaunot  be  (lonblfnl. 

The  senate  stands  in  the  breach,  ready  to  defend  the  consti- 
tution, and  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  people.     But,  with 


out  the  concurrence  of  another  branch  of  congressj  which 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  yield  it,  the  senate  alone  can  send  forth 
no  act  of  legislation.  Unaided,  it  can  do  no  positive  good;  but 
it  has  vast  pruveiitive  power.  It  may  avert  and  arrest  evil,  if 
it  cannot  rebuke  usurpation.  Senators,  let  us  remain  steadily 
by  the  constitution  and  the  country,  in  this  most  portentous 
crisis;  let  us  oppose,  to  all  encroachmentei  and  to  all  corruption, 
a  manly,  resolute  and  uncompromising  resistance;  let  us  adopt 
two  rules  from  which  we  will  never  deviate,  in  deliberating 
upon  all  nominations.  In  the  first  place,  to  preserve  untar- 
nished and  unsuspected  the  purity  of  congress,  let  us  negative 
the  nomination  of  every  member  for  any  office,  high  or  low, 
foreign  or  domestic,  until  the  authority  of  the  coiistilution  and 
laws  is  fully  restored.  I  know  not  that  there  is  any  member  of 
either  house  capable  of  being  influenced  by  the  prospect  of  ad- 
vancement or  promotion;  I  would  be  the  last  to  make  such  an 
insinuation;  but  suspicion  is  abroad,  and  it  is  best,  in  these 
times  of  trouble  and  revolution,  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the 
body  against  all  possible  imputations.  For  one,  whatever 
others  may  do,  I  here  deliberately  avow  my  settled  determina- 
tion, whilst  I  retain  a  seat  in  this  chamber,  to  act  in  conformity 
to  that  rule.  In  pursuing  it,  we  but  act  in  consonance  with  a 
principle  proclaimed  by  the  present  chief  magistrate  himself 
when  out  of  power.  But,  alas!  how  little  has  he  respected  it 
in  power!  How  little  has  he,  in  office,  conformed  to  any  of  the 
principles  which  he  announced  when  out  of  office! 

And,  in  the  next  place,  let  us  approve  of  the  original  nomi- 
nation of  no  notorious  brawling  partisan  and  electioneerer;  but, 
especially,  of  the  reappointment  of  no  officer  presented  to  us, 
who  shall  have  prostituted  the  influence  of  his  office  to  parti- 
san and  electioneering  purposes.  Every  incumbent  has  a  clear 
right  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise.  I  would  be  the  last  to 
controvert  or  deny  it.  But  he  has  no  right  to  employ  the  influ- 
ence of  his  office,  to  exercise  an  agency  which  he  holds  in  trust 
for  the  people,  to  promote  his  own  selfish  or  party  purposes. 
Here,  also,  we  have  the  authority  of  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate for  this  rule;  and  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  se- 
nator from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  merits  lasting  praise  for  his 
o[)en  and  manly  condemnation  of  these  practices  of  official  in- 
cumbents, lie  was  right,  when  he  declared  his  suspicion  and 
distrust  of  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  any  officer  whom  he  saw 
busily  interfering  in  the  elections  of  the  people. 

Senators!  we  have  a  highly  responsible  and  arduous  position; 
but  the  people  are  with  us,  and  the  path  of  duty  lies  clearly 
marked  before  us.  Let  us  be  firm,  persevering  and  unmoved. 
Let  us  perform  our  duty  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  ancestors — 
worthy  of  American  senators — worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  so- 
vereign states  that  we  represent— above  all,  worthy  of  the  name 
of  American  freemen!  Let  us  "pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes, 
and  our  sacred  honor,"  to  rescue  our  beloved  country  from  all 
impending  dangers.  And,  amidst  the  general  gloom  and  dark- 
ness which  prevail,  let  us  continue  to  present  one  unextin- 
guished light,  steadily  burning,  in  the  cause  of  the  people,  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  civil  liberty. 
—•'»►*©  @  go*'" 
LIST  OF  DEPOSITS   BANKS. 

^efurn{  Name  and  location.  Specie.      ^Jl;\^{ 

February     1     Marine  bank  of  Portland  11,319         49,360 

■    3    Commercial,  Portsmouth  54,390         14,890 

3    Commonwealth,  Boston  118.544       503,000 

3    Merchants'  do.  150,135       351,000 

January     31     Merchants',  Salem,  Mass.  5,869         35,000 

30    Bank  of  Burlington,  Vt.  28,754  6,000 

December  31     New  London  bank  5,697  2,173 

January        1     Mechanics,  New  Haven  93,328  7,991 

February     1     Arcade,  Providence  22,500  9,000 

Newport,  Rhode  Island  6,817         22,000 

January     31     Bristol,  do.  2,880         29,000 

February     7    Bank  of  America,  New  York  340,000       933,266 

January     25    Mechanics,  do.  259,638    1,298,116 

February     1    Manhattan,  do.  208,545    1,210,585 

5    Girard,  Philadelphia  271.000        787,825 

3     Union  bank  of  Maryland  *53,232        368,44a 

3    Metropolis,  Washington  153,997       566,783 

December  31     Bank  of  Virginia  435,925       130,755 

January     28     Planters',  Savannah  425,700         10,730 

25     Franklin,  Cincinnati  113,349        101,144 

17     Union  bank  of  Louisiana  242,358       .595.260 

!25    Commercial,  New  Orleans       107,018       272,973 

December  31     Planters',  Natchez  166,709         29,419 

January     27    Bank  S.  of  Ala.  Mobile  145,766        117.070 

Decembers!     Bank  ofMichigan,  Det.  37,300         83,955 


No  re 


C  Union  bank  of  Tennessee 
3turns.    <  Farmers  and  Mechanics,  Hartford 
(  15ank  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES- 1826. 

Wc  give  the  following  curious  document  without  remark — 
To  the  directors  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States: 

The  mcMuorial  of  the  subscribers,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  fellow  citizens  of  Albany,  respectfully  shewelh — 

[*ln  addition  to  the  specie  on  that  day  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Union  hank,  we  have  ascertained  that  there  was  flue  to  that 
bank  from  the  other  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  payable  on 
demand  in  coin,  a  net  balance  of  ^125,007.] 
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That,  since  the  completion  of  the  northern  and  western  ca- 
nals of  this  state,  such  facilities  are  given  to  transportation, 
that  the  quantities  of  country  prodnce  brouf,'iit  to  tliis  market 
from  the  interior  of  this  state  are  increased  to  an  ininiense 
amount;  and  when  to  tills  is  added  the  produce  wiiicli  will  be 
brought  to  this  market  from  the  fertile  regions  of  the  north- 
western parts  of  Pennsylvania,  the  s^dte  of  Ohio,  and  the  terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of 
business  which  might  be  done  in  this  place,  was  there  a  su(H- 
cient  moneyed  capital  located  here,  to  give  countenance  and 
Bupport,to  commercial  enterprise.  The  capital  of  the  banks  lo- 
cated here,  under  state  incorporations,  is  entirelii  insufficient  to 
afford  those  facilities  to  commercial  enterprise  which  the  business 
of  the  place  would  warrant,  and  whieli  th«  most  cautions  pru- 
dence would  justify.  The  limited  capital  of  our  banks  forbids 
the  extension  of  our  trade.  Merchants  of  moderate  fortune  are 
discouraged  from  taking  up  their  abode  amongst  us,  from  a 
knowledge  that  the  banking  capital  of  tiie  place  is  not  adequate 
to  the  demands  which  are  made  upon  it  for  the  prosecuting  of 
a  sufficiently  extensive  business  to  render  it  profitable;  and  in- 
stances are  not  wanting  of  active,  intelligent  and  enterprising 
merchants  removing  from  this  place  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  an  increased  banking  capital 
there,  although  their  business  has  principally  been  continued 
with  the  interior  of  this  state.  The  western  world  is  pouring 
its  treasures  into  the  market  of  Albany,  but  its  citizens  are 
doomed,  with  tantalized  feelings,  to  behold  a  rich  and  profitable 
trade  float  past  them  to  the  city  of  New  York,  solely  for  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  banking  capital  located  amongst  them. — 
Could  the  produce  brought  to  this  place  be  purchased  here,  such 
portion  as  is  not  wanted  for  home  consumption  might  be  ex- 
ported directly  from  here  to  a  foreign  market,  (as  far  as  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Hudson  would  permit),  and  return  cargoes,  cal- 
culated for  the  interior  of  the  country,  might  be  imported,  with- 
out the  expense  of  trans-shipment  at  New  York,  or  the  profits 
of  the  importing  merchant  there.  These  considerations  have 
induced  the  citizens  of  Albany  once  more  to  ask  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  branch  or  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  this  city. 

It  is  hoped  this  application  will  be  favorably  received,  as  the 
same  causes  which  render  it  desirable  to  the  citizens  of  Albany 
to  have  a  branch  of  the  United  States  bank  established  here, 
conclusively  shew,  that  it  would  be  a  source  of  profit  to  the  pa- 
rent institution.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  a  branch  here  would 
be  more  profitable  in  reference  to  the  extent  of  business  done, 
than  several  of  the  branches  located  in  sea  port  towns.  The 
local  situation  of  Albany  renders  it  an  entrepot  between  the 
eastern  states  and  the  western  countries;  between  the  south 
and  the  north,  and  consequently  a  very  extensive  currency 
would  be  given  to  the  bills  issued  from  a  branch  here,  and  the 
nature  of  the  trade  which  would  be  prosecuted  here,  would  in  a 
great  measure  render  the  bills  of  a  branch  established  at  this  place 
the  circulating  medium,  of  the  extensive  regions  whose  produce 
would  be  brought  to  this  market. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  establishment  of  a  branch  here 
would  not  only  be  highly  advantageous  to  this  city,  but  be  a 
source  of  profit  to  the  parent  institution,  we  hope  that  the  direc- 
tors of  the  United  States  bank  will  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  this  place 


Albany,  July  10,  1826. 

McMillan  &  Bagley, 

William  Cook, 

John  J.  Godfrey, 

V.  W.  Rathbone, 

W.  &  J.  G.  White, 

William  McHarg, 

Hickcox  &  La  Grange, 

Wilder,  Hastings  &  Co. 

Spencer  Stafl^ord, 

S.  &  H.  Stafford, 

G.  &  S.  Buckley, 

J.  Pruyn, 

Marvin  &  Raymond, 

Daniel  Steele, 

A.  &  S.  Lightbody, 

Gerrit  L.  Dox, 

Samuel  L.  Pruyn, 

Humphrey  &  Co. 

Mancius  &  Le  Breton, 

John  L.  Wendell, 

J.  McPherson, 

W.  C.  Miller, 

Tilly  Allen, 

Lyman  Root, 

Joseph  Dennison, 

John  Dow, 

W.  S.  &  E.  C.  Mcintosh, 

Lemuel  Steele, 

Wood  &  Acres, 

J.  &  H.  Meacham, 

C.  Baldwin, 


Charles  E.  Dudley, 
M.  Van  Buren, 
Israel  Smith, 
Corning  &  Norton, 
J.  Stillwell  &  Co. 
J.  Backus, 
Webb  &  Drummer, 
James  Stevenson, 

B.  F.  Butler, 
J.  J.  Hamilton, 
W.  L.  Marcy, 
J.  Dewitt, 
Isaac  Denni;ton, 
J.  &  I.  Townsend, 
Elisha  Jenkins, 
Charles  R.  Webster, 
James  La  Grange, 

K.  K.  Van  Renssalaer, 
Christian  Miller, 

C.  Humphreys, 
Walter  Clark,     - 
Alexander  Marvin, 
R.  H.  King  &  Co. 
S.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Nathan  Sanford, 
R.  M.  Meigs, 
Richard  Marvin, 
C.  &  E.  Egbert, 
Chandler  Starr, 
Isaac  W.  Staats, 


Corns.  Van  Antwerp. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Jlpril  8th,  1834. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  day,  Mr.  Eyre, 
from  the  committee  on  the  offices,  presented  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  read.     Whereupon,  ou  motion  Mr.  Sergeant, 
it  was  unanimously 


Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  approved  and  published. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

The  committee  on  the  olTices  deem  the  clos«  Of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  a  proper  occasion  to  present  a  review  of  %Ue 
measures  adopted  by  them,  in  conformiiy  to  the  instructions  of 
the  bouid,  on  itie  24th  of  September,  and  -ilst  January  last. 

During  the  summer  of.  le3J,  it  became  manitesi  that  the  exe- 
cutive ol  the  United  Slates,  meditated  some  signal  act  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  bank;  and,  accordingly,  the  board  took  early  mea- 
sures to  provide  against  it.  For  this  purpose,  they  began  by 
preventing  the  increase  of  the  business  of  the  bank — by  dimi- 
nishing the  time  of  the  loans,  so  as  to  make  the  funds  of  the 
bank  more  available,  and  finally,  in  protecting  the  western  olli- 
ces  against  a  repetition  of  the  effort  made  during  the  last  year  to 
cause  a  run  upon  them. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13th  of  August,  183.3,  the  board  adopted 
the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  for  the  present  and  until  the  further  order 
of  the  board,  the  amount  of  "bills  discounted,"  shall  not  be  in- 
creased at  the  bank  and  the  several  offices. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  exchange,  purchased  at  the 
bank,  and  all  the  offices,  except  the  five  western  offices,  shall 
not  have  more  than  ninety  days  to  run. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  five  western  offices  be  instructed  to  pur- 
chase no  bills  of  exchange,  except  those  payable  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run — or  those  which 
may  be  received  in  payment  of  existing  debts  to  the  bank  and 
the  offices,  and  then  not  having  more  than  four  months  to  run. 

This  was  the  only  measure  then  deemed  necessary,  the  board 
being  anxious  to  make  the  bank  safe,  without  incommoding  the 
country.  So  strong  was  this  conviction,  and  so  reluctant  were 
the  board,  to  diminish  its  business  until  it  became  necessary, 
that  when,  on  the  16th  of  August,  the  government  directors  of- 
fered a  resolution  "for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  business  of 
the  institution  througiiout  aJ!  sections  of  the  country,"  the 
board  declined  even  the  consideration  of  it. 

It  was  not  until  the  24ih  of  September,  that  as  the  indica- 
tions of  an  approaching  act  of  aggression  were  multiplied,  the 
board  appointed  a  committee  of  seven  members  "to  take  into 
consideration  what  measures  it  is  necessary  and  proper  should 
be  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
intimations  that  the  deposites  of  the  government  are  to  be  mov- 
ed." 

The  committee,  still  unwilling  to  diminish  its  accommoda- 
tion to  the  coiwmunity,  did  not  advise  any  curtailment  of  the 
loans,  but  merely  follow.ed  out  the  plan  adopted  on  the  13th  of 
August;  of  keeping  the  fiinds  of  the  bank  in  a  state  of  activity, 
and  moving  them  forward  gradually  to  the  Atlantic  cities,, 
where  the  bank  was  most  vulnerable  by  the  treasury.  They 
therefore,  on  the  1st  of  October  proposed  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  to  the  following  effect: 

1st.  To  extend  their  third  resolution  of  the  13th  of  August 
from  the  five  western  offices  to  the  offices  of  Burlington,  Utica, 
Buffalo,  Pittsburgh,  Natchez  and  New  Orleans. 

2d.  That  all  the  other  offices  should  likewise  purchase  bills 
only  on  the  Atlantic  cities,  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  not  hav- 
ing more  than  90  day  to  run. 

3d.  To  increase  the  rates  of  buying  bills  of  exchange. 

4th.  To  restrict  the  receipt  of  the  state  bank  notes  to  those  in 
the  same  places  with  the  offices; — and 

5th.  To  collect  the  debts  due  by  distant  state  banks. 

Up  then  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  no  order  had  been  given 
to  curtail  the  loans.  But  all  who  are  familiar  with  our  com- 
merce know  that  during  the  summer,  in  the  interval  between 
the  old  and  the  new  crop,  commercial  operations  and  the  loans 
founded  on  them,  subside.  This  may  be  seen  in  the  following 
statement  of  the  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  bank  between 
the  1st  of  July  and  1st  of  October  for  many  successive  years. 
That  reduction  amounted — 
In  1823  to  1,240,436  14 

1824  to  2,119,291  31 

1825  to      131,436  75 

1826  to  3,012.258  41 

1827  to  2,215,818  61 

1828  to  1,473,926  98 

1829  to  3,258,080  10 

1830  to  2,710,644  14 

1831  Here  there  was  an  increase  under  the  peculiar  cir- 

cumstances of  the  country  during  that  year. 

1832  to  4,722,770  70 

1833  to  3,275,694  62 

So  that,  without  any  orders  to  that  purpose,  but  in  the  natu- 
ral course  of  business,  the  loans  had  diminished  from  the  1st  of 
July  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  $3,275,694  62 — a  result  occa- 
sioned by  the  voluntary  payment  at  maturity  of  bills  of  exchange 

amounting  to 3,808,761  00 

And  an  increase  of  the  local  loans 533,066  38 


Leaving  the  aggregate  reduction 3,275,694  63 

It  was  probably  in  consequence  of  ignorance  of  the  business 
of  the  country  that  the  secretary  assigned  as  a  reason  for  remov- 
ing the  deposites,  the  "curtailments"  and  the  "oppressive  sys- 
tem of  policy"  of  the  bank, "because  the  returns  of  the  bank 
showed  a  reduction  from  August  to  October  of  $4,066,146  21. 

He  ought  to  have  seen  from  the  statements  furnished  to  him, 
that  there  were  no  curtailments  at  all.     He  ought  further  t© 


158      NILES'  REGISTER— APRIL  19,  1834— BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


^hav»!  known  thai  this  "oppressive  ■yatem"  consisted  of  a  volun- 
tary reduction  by  the  maturity  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  atN. 

Orleana  to  the  amount  of ^2,037,099  59 

Of  bills  drawn  at  other  places 1,018,215  90 


Making 3,055,315  49 

And  of  a  voluntary  diminution  of  local  loans  of. . . .  1,010,830  72 


4,066,146  21 
This  very  reduction  in  the  local  loans  moreover  consisted 
merely  of  a  voluntary  payment  by  a  mercantile  house,  under  an 
arrangement  for  paying  the  3  per  cents,  in  Europe,  by  which 
bills  on  London  were  substituted  for  the  sum  of  $1,046,678  60, 
advanced  to  them;  so  that  there  was  not  one  dollar  of  involun- 
tary reduction  of  the  loans  at  the  very  moment  when  the  secre- 
tary gave  as  a  reason  for  removing  the  deposites,  the  oppressive 
curtailments  of  the  bank. 

About  the  1st  of  October  the  removal  of  the  deposites  took 
place.  Without  a  moment's  previous  notice,  the  bonds  actual- 
ly in  the  bank  were  withdrawn  from  il — and  it  has  since  ap- 
peared that  while  the  treasury  was  sending  daily  and  weekly 
lists,  professing  to  contain  all  the  orders  on  the  bank — secret 
draughts  suppressed  from  the  lists,  to  the  amount  of  $2,300,000 
were  distributed  for  the  purpose  of  being  suddenly  used,  while 
the  bank  was  ignorant  of  their  existence.  It  was  then  for  the 
first  time  that  the  bank  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  diminishing 
its  accommodations  to  the  community. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  the  committee  appointed  on  the  24th 
of  September,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

"That  the  committee  on  the  offices  be  authorised  to  direct 
such  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  amount  and  the  time  of  the 
loans  at  the  respective  offices,  as  may  in  their  judgment  be 
made  without  inconvenience  to  the  customers  of  the  bank  or 
the  community." 

The  committee  endeavored  to  execute  this  authority  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  accomplish  the  object  of  securing  the  bank 
without  injuring  the  community,  and  they  accordingly  directed 
a  reduction  of  the  loans  in  conformity  to  the  situation  of  each 
office,  while  at  the  same  time  the  purchase  of  domestic  bills  was 
left  as  unrestricted  as  the  state  of  the  bank  permitted,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  local  loans,  and  also  provide 
the  means  of  transmitting  the  proceeds  of  these  reductions  to 
the  exposed  pans  of  the  establishment. 

The  progress  of  these  reductions  will  be  seen  in  the  annexed 
comparative  statement,  marked  A,  of  the  condition  of  the  bank 
on  the  1st  of  October  and  the  1st  of  April  respectively: 
From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  reduction 

was : $5,287,385  31 

But  from  this  should  be  deducted  the  operations  in 
the  old  suspended  debt  at  the  agencies  at  Cincin- 
nati and  Cnilicoihe,  which  being  seillements  in, 
or  for,  real  estate,  are  not  connected  with  this 
movement;— they  amount  to 239,858  19 


So  that  the  actual  reduction  of  loans  from  the  1st 

of  October  to  1st  of  April,  has  been  only $5,057,527  12 

During  the  same  period  the  reduction  of  deposites 

was 7,778,403  41 

This  will  be  more  perspicuously  seen  in  the  following  state- 
;ment: 

1833.  Loans.  Public  deposites.  Private  deposites. 

October  1,      60,094,202  93  9,868,435  58  8,008,862  78 

November  1,  57,210,604  38  8,232,311  18  7,285,041  88 

December  1,  54,453,104.67  5,162,260  63  6,827,173  10 

1834. 
January  1,      54,911,461  70  4,230,509  63  6,734,866  06 

February  1,    54,842,973  64  3,066.561  72  6,715,312  60 

March  1,         56,167,829  86  2,604,233  62  7,343,129  92 

April  1,  54,806,817  62  2,932,866  74  7,166,028  21 

Reduction  on  public  deposites $6,935,568  84 

private  deposites 842,334  57 


7,778,403  41 

Reduction  of  loans 5,057,527  12 

During  the  same  period  the  accommodation  given  to  the  state 
banks  will  be  exhibited  in  the  following  statement  of  the  ba 
lances  due  from  them,  and  the  amount  of  their  notes  on  hand 
■al  these  several  periods: — 

October  1,    $4,719,972  February  1,    $3,211,385 

November  1,  4,489,217  March  1,  2,0:55,985 

December  1,  4,083,258  April  1,  2,195,489 

January  1,      3,519,385 

Leaving  the  monthly  average $3,464,956 

In  the  same  period  the  bank  has  purchased  of  domestic  bills  of 

exchange $32,788,704 

And  of  foreign  bills 1,882,620 

In  the  same  time  it  has  paid  its  branch  notes,  which 
it  was  not  obliged  to  pay  except  where  issued,  at 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston, 

to  the  amount  of 12,691,130 

Having  thus  succeeded  in  bringing  the  funds  of  the  bank  into 
a  state  of  control,  ready  to  be  applied  in  whatever  quarter  they 
be  most  needed,  the  committee  in  the  month  of  March  directed 
the  southern  offices  to  abstain  from  increasing  the  amount  of 
their  parchaaes  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  beyond  their  in- 
comes. 


Such  is  the  history  and  the  present  state  of  the  reductions  di- 
rected by  the  committee. 

The  examination  of  it  will  present  the  following  result: 
1st.  That  the  bank  never  directed  any  curtailment  of  its  loans 

until  the  actual  removal  of  the  deposites. 
2d.  That  the  only  actual  reduction  of  loans  took  place  from 
the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  December,  when  the  loan» 

were  diminished $5,641,098  26-- 

While  at  the  same  time  the  public  and  private 

deposites  were  reduced 5,887,864  63^ 

3d.  That  from  the  1st  of  December,  1833,  to  the  1st 
of  April,  1834,  the  loans  have  not  been  reduced, 
but  on  the  contrary  have  actually  been  increas- 
ing, and  are  greater  on  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  than 

on  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  by 353,712  95- 

While  during  that  same  period  the  public  depo- 
sites, had  decreased  no  less  than 2,239,393  Q9r- 

4th.  That  the  total  reduction  of  loans  from  1st  of 

Oct.  to  1st  of  April ,  was 5,057,527  22 

While  the  public  deposites  had  been 

reduced $6,935,568  84 

Private  deposites 842,834  57 

Making  an  aggregate  of  7,778,403  41 

being  a  reduction  of  loans  less,  by  nearly  three 
millions,  than  the  reduction  of  deposites. 
5th.  That  so  far  from  restricting  the  trade  of  the 
country,  it  has  actually  purchased  from  the  1st 
of  October  to  the  1st  of  April  of  domestic  and 

foreign  bills  of  exchange $34,671,324f 

6th.  That  the  state  banks  were  permitted  to  be  in- 
debted to  the  bank  an  average  monthly  amount 

of 3,464,956. 

These  statements  maybe  not  inappropriately  closed,  by  a  few 
remarks. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  responsible  for  the  general  condition  of  the  currency  of  th& 
country.  After  years  of  effort  and  sacrifice,  il  had  brought  th» 
currency  and  the  exchanges  of  the  union  into  a  condition  pro- 
bably better,  in  many  respects,  than  existed  elsewhere.  With 
this  responsibility  was  mingled  the  duty  of  averting  every  cala- 
mity, and  mitigating  every  shock  that  might,  by  deranging  the 
currency,  injure  the  community.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that, 
the  bank  interposed  in  the  disastrous  crisis  of  1825, — for  this 
that  it  extended  its  loans  in  1831  until  the  country  could  reco- 
ver from  its  excessive  importations — for  this  that  it  defrayed,, 
out  of  its  own  fdnds,  the  cost  of  postponing  the  payment  of  ihe 
three  per  cents,  in  1832 — for  this  that,  in  the  same  year,  it  as- 
sumed the  payment  ofthe  debt  to  foreigners,  lest  their  demands 
might  add  to  the  troubles  of  a  pestilence  which  was  disordering 
the  commerce  ofthe  country.  It -was  for  this,  in  short,  that,  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes werje  objects  of  its  constant  solicitude. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  violation  of  the  charter  ofthe: 
bank  put  an  end  to  all  that  responsibility.  On  that  day,  tli& 
bank  ofthe  United  States,  as  a  component  part  of  the  financial 
system  established  by  congress,  in  which  the  public  revenue 
was  to  sustain  the  public  currency,  ceased  to  exist.  It  became 
the  properly  of  its  stockholders — and  whether  that  property 
should  continue  to  be  lent,  or  should  be  recalled  from  the  bor- 
rowers in  greater  or  less  proportions,  was  a  matter  for  them, 
and  for  them  alone,  to  decide.  If,  therefore,  in  the  effort  to 
sustain  its  credit,  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  reduced  its  loan? 
more  rapidly  than  consisted  with  public  convenience,  the  re- 
proach should  be  on  the  aggressors  who  had  made  this  act  of 
self-defence  necessary. 

It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  that  the  bank  has  made  oppress 
sive  curtailments;  and  the  motives  ascribed  for  them  are  un- 
kindness  to  the  executive,  and  a  desire  to  extort  from  public 
suffering  a  continuance  of  its  charter.  Nothing  can  be  more 
groundless  than  the  allegation,  except  the  causes  assigned  for 
it.  So  far  from  making  any  unnecessary  curtailments,  it  has 
been  seen  that  the  bank  has  made  the  least  possible  reduction, 
consistent  with  its  own  security.  True  it  is,  that  since  the 
bank  refused  to  permit  the  political  interference  of  the  execu- 
tive officers,  it  has  been  the  object  of  embittered  hostility;  and 
equally  true  that  this  very  removal  ofthe  deposites  was  declar- 
ed, by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  who  refused  to  make  it,  to 
be  n  "vindictive"  act  against  the  institution.  But  these  are 
feelings  which  the  directors  ofthe  bank  cannot  possibly  recipro- 
cate. Nor  would  they  deem  so  meanly  ofthe  spirit  and  intelli- 
gence of  their  countrymen,  as  to  believe  that  they  would  be  dri- 
ven to  support  what  their  judgments  disapproved  by  any  incon- 
veniences which  the  bank  could  occasion.  So  far  from  having 
the  remotest  wish  to  cause  such  sufferings,  the  bank,  if  it  has 
erred,  has  erred  on  the  gentler  side  of  looking  less  to  its  own 
interests  than  to  those  of  the  country.  For  that  extreme  for- 
bearance, however,  it  finds  an  adequate  justification  in  the  ex- 
traordinary position  in  which  the  country  is  now  placed. 

The  violation  of  the  laws  committed  by  the  executive,  is  of 
itself  calculated,  by  destroying  confidence,  and  breaking  down 
the  established  currency,  to  afflict  and  convulse  the  country. 
In  such  a  crisis  the  bank,  unwilling  to  aggravate  these  evils, 
has  forborne  to  press  its  claims,  but  constantly  endeavored  to 
mitigate  the  severity  ofthe  injuries  inflicted  on  the  community. 
It  will  still  continue  to  do  so,  whenever  it  can  be  done  with 
safety.  But  that  safety  is  its  first  duty  and  must  be  its  chief 
care. 
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The  protest  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
the  senate,  against  a  certain  resolution  which  recently 
passed  that  hody,  communicated  by  message  on  the  17tli 
instant,  will  be  found,  at  length,  in  subsequent  pages,  and 
also  a  second  message  transmitted  on  the  21st,  explana- 
tory of  some  matters  stated  in  that  of  the  17lh.  These 
extraordinary  proceedings  have  caused  an  extraordinary 
agitation  in  the  senate,  as  well  as  in  the  public  mind. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  the  speeches  of  the  senators, 
though  we  may  briefly  notice  some  of  them.  They  are 
very  animated,  and  parts  of  them  very  severe. 

In  our  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia, 
and  Mr.  Peyton,  of  Tennessee,  have  introduced  certain 
series  of  resolutions  which  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment, especially  those  of  the  last,  as  casting  a  censure 
on  a  particular  act  of  the  senate.  The  majority  required 
to  suspend  the  rule  concerning  the  offering  of  resolu- 
tions, was  not  obtained  in  either  case.  We  have  given 
the  yeas  and  nays  in  full.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  op- 
ponents of  the  administration  generally,  with  several 
other  gentlemen,  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  as 
well  as  that  of  Mr.  Peyton — and  so  it  appears  that,  if  the 
party  with  whom  the  latter  gentleman  acts,  had  been 
willing  to  discuss  and  support  the  propositions  made  by 
him,  the  leave  asked  for  would  have  been  easily  obtained. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  senate,  on  Monday 
last,  to  insert,  in  the  resolution's  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a 
certain  paper  which  these  resolutions  declared  should 
not  be  received,  must  have  had  for  its  example  a  famous 
decree  of  the  Athenians,  who  gave  the  name  of  a  person 
to  the  memory  of  ages  yet  distant,  by  declaring  it  a  pub- 
lic offence  to  pronounce  it! 

Another  strange  circumstance  appears  in  this  day's 
proceedings,  as  Ve  copy  them  (on  this  occasion)  from  the 
*'Globe."  The  alteration  of  certain  words  of  the  "pro- 
test," after  it  was  in  possession  of  the  senate,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  private  secretary  of  the  president.  The 
practice,  in  this  instance,  may  have  been  innocent,  but 
the  principle,  we  think,  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to. 
The  whole  paper,  and  every  word  on  the  paper,  was  the 
unquestionable  property  of  the  senate,  and  the  senate, 
only,  had  power  to  admit  an  alteration  or  amendment  of 
it,  on  application  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  protest,  as  read  to  the  senate,  had  been  even  dis- 
cussed at  considerable  length' — an  action  had  been  had 
upon  it;  and  yet  it  was  sent  forth  to  the  people,  not  as  it 
was  discussed  by  the  senate,  but  as  amended  by  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  no  sort  of  authority  over  it,  except  to 
keep  it  safely,  and  in  its  original  shape.  The  power  to 
alter  a  word,  extends  to  the  alteration  of  a  paragraph — 
the  change  of  a  part  to  a  change  of  the  whole.  It  can 
have  no  limit.* 

Such  an  excitement  as  showed  itself  in  the  galleries  of 
the  senate  on  Friday  the  20th  inst.  when  Mr.  Leigh  spoke 
of  the  compromise  of  the  tariff  bill,  should  not  be  per- 
mitted; and  yet  spontaneous  and  involuntary  bursts  of  ap- 

*We  see  it  stated  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia 
^'American  Daily  Advertiser"  that  Mr.  Ewius;  said  that  tlie 
word  "his,"  as  frequently  read  to  the  senate,  was  altered  to  the 
word  "the"  as  published  in  the  "GIohe'>— and  that  40,000  of 
these  altered  copies  had  been  printed,  &c.  In  the  original,  for 
example,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  called  his  or  my  [i.e. 
the  president's]  secretary,  but  in  the  amended  copy  the  secre- 
tary. ■ 

The  account  proceeds  to  say,  that,  atler  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  had  been  called  to  state  the  facts,  and  did  state  them — 
Mr.  Clay  faid,  "I  call  upon  the  senate  and  th^vvhole  cotintry  to 
witness,  that  the  day  after  a  document  sent  to  the  senate  by  the 
president  of  the  Uuited  States  was  read,  and  debated,  the  presi- 
dent sends  his  secretary  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  alters  the 
document,  and  sends  it  out  to  the  people,  with  its  most  odioue 
features  concealed." 

Vol.  XLVI— Sio.  9. 


plause,  or  of  laughter,  cannot  always  be  suppressed,  even 
by  those  who  would  be  among  the  last  men  living  to  treat 
the  senate  willi  disrespect.  We  think  that  a  distinc- 
tion might  and  should  be  made — though,  in  all  cases, 
such  proceedings  ought  to  be  rebuked.  The  clearing  of 
the  galleries,  however,  is  a  severe  measure — and  a  gene- 
ral order  for  the  arrest  of  persons,  innocent  of  the  least 
disposition  to  offend,  will  clear  tiie  galleries  of  the  se- 
nate, without  the  agency  of  the  sergeant-at-arms — for  no 
free?nan,  who  has  a  moderate  share  of  respect  for  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  or  for  himself,  will  place 
himself  in  a  condition  in  which  he  may  be  treated  like  a 
felon,  because  he  happens  to  laugh  or  make  a  little  noise, 
inadvertently, iis  those  ^ho  are  below  him  oftentimes  do. 
These  exertions  of  "brief  authority"  should  be  abated. 
The  general  disorderly  congregations  of  individuals,  who 
make  up  ei^en  the  always  enlighte7ied  house  of  delegates 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  an  example,  pushing  about 
in  all  directions,  with  hats  on  or  hats  off,  and  loudly 
talking  about  what  they  please — require  stillness  in  the 
lobby,  hats  off,  and  conversation  in  whispers.  If  they 
claim  the  respect  of  the  people,  let  these  men  respect 
the  people.  We  shall  endeavor  to  "reform"  this  impu- 
dence, in  the  season  for  action  upon  it.  We  knew  not 
of  its  existence  until  at  a  late  period  in  the  last  session, 
or  should  have  brought  it  before  the  "bar  of  the  public 
reason"  long  ago.  We  will  not  lift  our  beaver,  in  the 
presence  of  any  man  in  America  who  requires  it,  and  re- 
fuses a  return  of  the  compliment,  unless  through  the  ap- 
plication ot  force  that  we  are  unable  to  resist  by  force. 
There  is  asort  of  puppyism  in  it,  that  we  will  not  quiet- 
ly submit  to. 

We  have  briefly  referred  to  the  attention  paid  to 
Messrs.  McDuffie  and  Preston,  in  Philadelphia.  Seve- 
ral public  dinners  were  given,  and  incessant  marks  of 
public  respect  paid  to  them,  by  multitudes  of  the  people. 
That  peaceable  city  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  much  bus- 
tle and  agitation — all  other  considerations  being  appa- 
rently merged  in  the  great  questions  which  involve  tho 
business  and  prosperity,  labor  and  profits,  liberty  and 
safety,  of  its  industrious  inhabitants — as  they  believe. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  people  was  much  increased  by 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Webster,  on  his  return  to  Washington. 
Masses  of  the  population  continually  pressed  round  about 
him;  and  he  was  forced  to  address  a  great  multitude  at 
the  Exchange.  His  remarks  were,  of  course,  strong,  and 
received  with  shouts  of  approbation,  by  the  venerable 
aged  and  ardent  youth  gathered  together. 

On  Saturday  evening,  last  Messrs.  Webster,  J\IcDuffie 
and  Preston  were  expected  to  arrive  at  Baltimore,  and, 
though  it  7'ained,  about  two  thousand  persons  spontane- 
ously assembled  on  Bowley's  wharf  to  receive  them.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  steamboat,  it  was  said  that  neither  were 
on  board,  and  many  departed  for  their  homes  and  places 
of  business;  but  it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Preston  was 
among  (he  passengers,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  address 
the  people.  He  commenced  from  the  steamboat,  but  the 
cry  of  "to  the  exchange"  became  general  and  loud,  and, 
in  a  few  minutes,  2,000  persons  were  in  or  about  the 
building.  Mr.  Preston  soon  appeared,  and  delivered  a 
brief  but  very  animated  address  and  exhortation,  which 
was  received  with  peals  of  applause  that  shook  the  lofty 
dome — the  crowd  being  in  a  state  of  feverish  excitement. 

On  Sunday,  as  it  was,  Messrs.  Webster  and  Binney 
.arrived  in  Baltimore,  that  they  might  be  present  in  Wash- 
ington on  Monday.  It  had  been  given  out  that  they 
would  not  come  that  day,  perhaps  to  prevent  the  gathering 
of  a  crowd;  but  the  people,  by  thousands,  assembled  on 
the  wharf.  Mr.  Webster  being  called  on,  made  a  few  ani- 
mated remarks  from  the  boat,  and  with  a  view  of  dismiss- 
ing the  "friends  of  the  constitution"  assembled  to  meet 
him.  But  they  would  not  be  dismissed.  Thev  formed 
into  a  solid  body,  filling  the  whole  street,  and  marched  up 
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to  the  City  Hotel.  Mr.  Bimiey^  less  personally  known  to 
the  people  than  Mr.  Webster,  nearly  efl'ecled  an  escape; 
but  he  was  recognized  and  taken  into  the  possession  of 
an  enthusiastic  multitude.  When  arrived  at  the  hotel, 
hardly  less  than  five  thousand  well  dressed  persons,  very 
^  many  of  them  elderly  men  and  of  lofty  standinj^  in  society, 

were  assembled  in  front  of  it,  and  the  gentlemen  were 
successively  ealled  on  to  offer  a  few  words  of  exliortation. 
They  appeared  (though  with  evident  reluctance),  and  ad- 
dressed the  assembly,  with  much  animation  and  electri- 
cal effect.  The  people  were  highly  excited  and  often- 
times cheered,  but  in  a  subdued  tone  of  voice;  and,  Mr. 
JBiunei/  having  conelnded,  the  crowd  retired  in  an  or- 
derly and  respectful  manner,  having  cheered  the  gentle- 
men on  their  departure  for  Washington. 

We  happened  to  see  both  these  assemblages  of  the  peo- 
ple^ — 'Otie  of  them  accidentally.  We  have  seen  many  like 
gatherings  in  large  cities — but  never  before  witnessed  so 
much  earnestness  and  animation  among  tliose  classes  of 
persons  who  attended. 

Detailed  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  at 
various  places,  atid  with  x'eference  to  the  late  elections  in 
New  York — or  the  more  recent  protest  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  against  a  certain  resolution  of  the 
senate,  would  overflow  many  as  closely  filled  sheets  as 
our  numbers  of  the  Register!  We  must  suffer  them  to 
pass,  with  a  multitude  of  speeches,  addresses,  letters,  &;c. 
by  or  from  distinguished  individuals,  the  like  of  all  which 
we  never  saw  or  heard  of  before.  We  have  passed  through 
several  seasons  of  high  excitement,  and  mixed  much  with 
the  people,  and  felt  and  acted  freely  with  them,  at  differ- 
ent times,  since  the  year  1797;  but  a  degree  of  animation 
now  prevails,  or  is  about  to  prevail,  which  goes  beyond 
that  of  past  times,  and  may  be  considered  an  augury 
of  exceedingly  important  public  events.  And  this  ani- 
mation and  excitement  is  hourly  increased  by  the  new 
difficulties  experienced  in  business,  and  the  greatly  in- 
creasing number  of  persons  cast  out  of  employment. 
More  than  70,000  spindles  have  been  stopped  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  only;  the 
Union  manufacturing  company  of  Maryland  have  stopped 
both  their  great  cotton  mills,  and  discharged  several 
hundred  persons — 'another  large  establishment  in  the 
neighborhood  is  doing  only  half  work,  that  the  people 
may  earn  something,  and  others  must  soon  follow  this 
lead— and  a  large  number  of  mechanics  are  without  work. 
All  these  things  add  to  the  excitement.  We  hope  that 
it  will  be,  every  where,  and  on  behalf  of  all  parties,  re- 
strained, by  just  observances  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  land,  and  solemn  determinations  to  preserve  the 
public  tranquillity,  by  bearing  and  forbearing,  and  ren- 
dering such  assistance  or  accommodation  to  one  another 
as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  people,  to  sustain  each 
other's  credit,  or  relieve  each  other's  wants;  and  espe- 
cially with  relation  to  the  worthy  and  industrious  of  work- 
ing classes,  too  generally  dependent  on  their  daily  labor 
for  actual  subsistence. 

There  was  a  mighty  meeting  of  the  people,  and  such  a 
feast  as  was  never  before  prepared  in  the  United  States, 
held  near  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  last,  as  a  rallying 
"to  support  the  constitution,"  and  "in  honor  of  the  late 
whig  victory  at  New  York,"  a  very  large  delegation  from 
that  city  being  in  attendance,  bringing  with  them  their 
frigate  rigged  and  highly  finished  boat, called  the"  Consti- 
tution,^'* which  had  been  passed  through  the  streets  during 
the  "three  days."  The  arrival  of  the  steamboat  with 
this  delegation  on  board,  and  the  procession  that  was 
then  formed,  are  described  in  glowing  terms.  The  whole 
number  congregated  was  supposed  not  to  be  less  than 
Jifiy  thoiisand,  multitudes  attendin_^  from  adjacent  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jerse}^  Delaware,  kc.  Many 
cattle  and  other  animals  had  been  roasted  whole,  and 
theue  were  200  great  rounds  of  beef,  400  hams,  as  many 
heaves'  tongues,  &;c.  and  15,000  loaves  of  bread,  with 
crackers  and  cheese,  &c.  and  equal  supplies  of  wine, 
beer  and  cider.  Tliis  may  give  some  idea  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  feast.  John  Sergeant  presided,  assisted  by  a 
large  number  of  vice  presidents,  &c.  Strong  bands  of 
music  played  at  intervals,  and  several  salutes  were  fired 
from  the  miniature  frigate,  which  were  returned  by  heavy 
artillery  provided  for  the  purpose,  &c.    Several  speeches 


were  delivered,  and  a  number  of  regular  toasts  drunk. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  nine  cheers  were  given  for 
the  "whigs  of  New  York,"  and  the  people  then,  in  pro- 
cession, escorted  the  delegates  from  that  city  to  their 
quarters,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  peace.  On  Wed- 
nesday a  public  dinner  was  given  to  the  New  York  dele- 
gation, &c.  Among  those  who  addressed  the  meeting, 
was  Mr.  AY.  J.  Duane. 

On  W^ednesday  afternoon  a  great  meeting  of  the  peo- 
ple, certainly  tlie  largest  that  ever  assembled  in  Balti- 
more on  any  like  occasion,*  was  held  in  Monument 
Square,  to  adopt  certain  proceedings  with  a  view  of  ex- 
I)ressii)g  the  opinions  of  the  eitizens  on  the  late  protest  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  That  venerable  sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  and  much  valued  and  long  useful 
citizen,  gen.  William  AIcDo7iald,  presided,  assisted  by 
many  vice  presidents,  &c.  The  multitude  was  addressed 
by  John  P.  Kennedy,  Charles  C.  Harper,  Joshua  Jones 
and  John  V.  Ij.  JMcJsiahon,  esqs.  and  it  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable, (though  purely  accidental,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed), tliat  each  of  those  gentlemen,  in  times  not  long  past, 
were  among  the  most  zealous  and  distinguished  support- 
ers of  the  present  president  of  the  United  States.  A  se- 
ries of  resolutions  was  passed,  repudiating  the  doctrines 
of  the  protest  and  sustaining  the  senate,  and  others  for 
the  formation  of  a  "state  whig  society,"  &c.  But  all 
that  we  can  do  is  to  mention  such  proceedings.  If  our 
whole  sheet  was  given  up  to  the  insertion  of  like  doings, 
it  would  contain  only  a  small  portion  of  them.' 

We  regret  to  add,  that  some  violent  actions  were 
had,  with  an  evident  design  to  disturb  or  break  up  the 
meeting,  by  persons  who  had  not  been  invited  to  attend 
it — but  they  were  resisted  and  put  down.  Surely,  every 
sect  or  party,  religious  or  political,  may  assemble  toge- 
ther, for  the  better  support  or  further  extension  of  their 
own  particular  opinions — and,  if  persons  holding  differ- 
ent opinions  attend,  uninvited,  every  principle  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  of  respect  for  themselves,  should  induce 
them  to  remain  peaceable.  Without  the  exercise  of  such 
mutual  regard,  our  churches,  as  well  as  primary  assem- 
blies of  the  people,  must  be  rendered  places  for  battle — • 
for  neither  party  ought  or  will  submit  to  such  interfer- 
encfs.  In  the  perfect  freedom  which  all  are  entitled  to 
enjoy,  there  is  the  best  motive  of  the  human  heart  to  pro- 
tect that  freedom  in  others,  that  it  may  be  safe  for  them- 
selves. As  decency  begets  a  respect  for  decency,  so  does 
violence  beget  a  spirit  of  violence,  and  the  end  is  anarchy 
unrestrained. 

Salutes  of  one  hundred  guns  are  much  in  fashion,  in 
the  eastern  states,  and  several  have  been  fired  on  account 
of  the  result  of  the  New  York  election,  at  different  places 
— yet  we  should  not  have  mentioned  them,  now,  perhaps, 
but  for  the  following  incidents: 

When  the  deposites  were  removed  from  the  office  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  the 
"democrats"  fired  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns — and 
when  the  news  of  the  New  Yoi'k  election  reached  that 
city,  the  "whigs"  fired  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns.  So 
far  the  account  was  fairly  balanced!  But  in  the  evening 
of  the  day  of  the  latter  occurrence,  the  "democrats"  made 
a  great  fire  of  tar-barrels,  and  burnt  certain  effigies  which 
were  called  Webster,  Clay,  kc.  and  then  the  mob  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  United  States  bank,  and  tore  off  the 
sign,  eagle,  &c.  and  burnt  them,  Uketvisel  Some  of  the 
rioters  were  armed,  and  they  drove  off  the  peace-officers 
and  kept-it-up  all  night.  The  end  is  not  in  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

Talking  about  riots,  there  was  a  pretty  fair  specimen 
of  one  in  Baltimore,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  in  South 
street.  Some  young  "whigs"  had  met  to  form  a  milita- 
ry association,  and  were  attacked  by  the  "democrats" — 
but  the  mayor  and  his  posse  interfered,  and  not  much 
harm  was  done.  If  it  is  in  this  manner  that  political 
questions  are  to  be  settled — we  may  well  tremble  for  our 
country,  though  resolved  to  meet  the  dreadful  state  of 
things  imposed  ,on  a  peaceable  population.  Those  who 
concoct  such  things  have  much  to  answer  for,  and  should 


*Ab()ut  ton  thou-^aiul,  (accordinjr  to  nieasurciiKiits  of  the 
Cioinid),  iucliidiiin;,  of  course,  all  fctrangois,  as  vvcJJ  as  some 
persons  unfriendly  to  the  call  of  the  meeting,  &.c. 
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be  held  directly  responsible,  when  dragged  forth  from 
their  concealments — responsible  to  public  opinion,  to  the 
latVf  or  the  operation  of  such  /brce  as  they  had  prepared 
the  action  of  on  other  persons. 

The  ardency  of  the  public  feeling  hourly  increases — 
and  its  influence  is  extending  with  accelerated  force  over 
all  parts  of  the  country.  I'he  result  of  the  JVav  York 
election,  with  the  now  relied  on  issue  in  Virginia,  iiave 
given  fresh  courage  to  one  party,  and  even  increased  the 
zeal  of  the  other,  whose  strength  is  said  to  be  weaken- 
ing— but  these  are  matters  in  which  we  do  not  interfere. 
It  may  he  observed,  also,  that  the  "anti-Jackson"  party 
are  generally' assuming  tlie  appellation  of  "whigs" — to 
this  no  objection  ought  to  be  made,  seeing  that  the  "Jack- 
son" party  exclusively  assumed  to  itself  the  "democra- 
tic" name;  but  we  think  it  unjust,  and  surely  inexpedient, 
for  the  first  to  apply  the  term  "tories"  to  their  opponents, 
though  the  other  side  has  freely  used  that  of  "federalists" 
in  the  loay  of  reproach.*  "Every  good  rule  works  both 
ways."  And,  whatever  maybe  the  secret  purposes  or 
private  motives  of  individuals  prominent  in  the  fields  of 
political  controversy,  the  great  body  of  the  intelligent 
members  of  every  party  must  needs  be  honest,  and  ought 
to  be  so  regarded.  The  present  chief  causes  which  agi- 
tate the  public  mind  we  do  not  think,  however,  should 
be  considered  as  mere  party  questions.  Tliey  involve  a 
condition  of  things  infinitely  more  important  than  the 
upholding  of  this  man,  or  putting  down  of  that — and  new 
principles  of  action  are  pressing  themselves  on  the  pub- 
lic attention,  in  the  wreck  of  confidence,  derangement 
and  loss  of  business,  and  alarming  deficiency  of  employ- 
ment for  laboring  persons,  the  effect  of  which  no  man 
can  yet  at  all  appreciate;  and  there  is  a  degree  of  fever- 
ishness  among  the  people  on  these,  and  other  accounts, 
that  indicates  a  still  much  worse  state  of  things.  Mode- 
ration, with  firmness,  and  proper  degrees  of  bearing  and 
forbearing,  may  relieve  present  prospects,  and  restore 
the  nation  to  the  peaceful  and  prosperous  state  which  we 
lately  enjoyed. 

The  "Globe"  of  Tuesdaj^  last  makes  certain  "hits"  at 
me— which,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  '"'■officiaV  paper, 
I  shall  briefly  notice. 

The  short  article  in  the  last  Register  is  quoted,  which 
begins  thus: 

"It  is  quite  plain,  we  think,  that  a  great  crisis  in  the  history 
of  our  country  is  rapidly  approaching,  and,  perhaps,  is  closer  at 
hand  than  is  generally  apprehended.  Things  cannot  remain  and 
stand  still — as  they  are.  There  must  be  a  forward  or  retrograde 
movement!  The  usual  political  questions  of  parties  are  merg- 
ing into  personally  interesting,  or  yet  loftier  considerations," 
&c. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  publisher  of  certain  ano- 
nymously-murdering-Zeil'^ers  should  have  discovered  con- 
templated breaches  of  the  peace,  in  this  article  I  The 
"official"  editor  knows  no  more  of  my  principles  and 
practices,  than  he  does  of  my  birth  place,  to  be  noticed 
below.  I  never,  in  my  whole  life,  counselled  or  know- 
ingly excited  or  aided,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  a 
breach  of  the  public  peace,  nor  encouraged  partizans  to 
do  what  I  myself  was  unwilling  or  ashamed  to  do.  My  edu- 
cation, habits  and  poor  capabilities,  have  confined  me 
as  well  to  defensive  propositions  as  defensive  proceed- 
ings. The  matters  suggested  had  relation  only,  and  ex- 
clusively, to  the  growing  pressure  on  the  money  market, 
and  want  of  employment  for  laboring  men.  I  had  just 
been  informed  that  several  heavy  failures  were  feared, 
and  of  large  amounts  of  working  people  about  to  be  dis- 
charged. The  first  has  not  yet  happened,  and  I  wish 
that  it  may  not;  but  the  latter  is  in  powerful  operation, 
in  this  city  and  its  vicinity.  I  did  apprehend,  however, 
that  the  people,  rendered  "mad"  by  the  want  of  subsist- 
ence or  a  waste  of  means,  might  commit  acts  of  violence 
on  persons  and  property,  and  so  lead  on  to  unhappy,  but 
at  the  same  time  unpremeditated,  events.  I  do  seriously 
apprehend  this.  The  want  of  employment  has  prepared 
many  for  a  high  state  of  political  excitement,  and  action. 

In  the  same  number  of  the  Rerister  it  is  said  that  I 
"complimented"  Mr.  McDuffie,  in  simply  stating  the 
fact,  that  he  and  others  had  been  received  with  "flatter- 

*Though  a  name  in  which  several  of  those  who  stand  nearest 
the  president  have  gloried'. 


ing  attentions"  at  Piiiladel[)hia.  I  paid  no  other  "com- 
pliment" tlian  this.      Was  it  not  so? 

I'he  "Globe"  next  makes  some  extracts  from  a  speeeh 
of  Mr.  JMcJJuJpe,  in  which  he  quoted  a  few  sentences 
from  the  Rkgihteu. 

That  jjioceeding  was  promptly  met  at  the  time — and 
it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  recur  to  it  now. 

Bui — would  it  liave  been  sinful  to  have  complimented 
Mr.  McDtijfie?  Are  liard  words,  used  in  tlie  heat  of 
(hscussions,  to  remain  as  perpetual  i)arriers between  indi- 
viduals, and  on  all  subjects''  If  so — what  would  be  the 
relation  between  [)resident  .Tackson,  and  my  old  brother 
editor,  Mr.  Ritchie?  I  have  often  heard  the  personal 
opinions  of  the  former  concerning  the  latter — 'and  every 
body  has  seen  the  prophecies  of  Mr.  R.  as  to  gen.  Jack- 
son's election  to  the  presidency.  And  how  would  it  be 
with  nearly  every  person  who  now  is  regarded  as  of  the 
most  faithful  and  familiar  friends  of  the  president?  It  is 
the  fasiiion  of  tlie  "organized  press"  of  the  present  day, 
to  call  every  man  an  "apostate,"  "turncoat,"  &c.  if 
changing  his  political  opinions  against  the  policy  which 
tlie  president  is  pleased  to  prescribe — but  the  "organiz- 
ed" should  recollect  that  changes  to  their  side  are  as  well 
the  acts  of  apostates  and  turncoats!  Thus,  if  a  person 
leaves  one  religious  society  and  joins  himself  to  another, 
his  old  associates  may  consider  hir»  a  renegade^  but  the 
other  respects  him  as  a  sam^  The  difl'erence  between 
revolution  and  rebellion  is  only  in  the  success,  or  want  of 
success,  as  may  happen — and 

"Treason  has  never  prospered— what's  the  reason? 
Why— when  it  prospers  none  do  call  it  treason!" 

And  it  is  possible,  also,  that  we  may  hate  mdUfication 
less  than  consolidation. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  "Globe"  concludes  thus, 
speaking  of  the  editor  of  the  Register — 

"Thank  God  he  is  not  an  American  by  birth.  He  has  not  the 
heart  of  an  American." 

Fijiis  coronat  opus.'    As  to  the  land  of  my  nativity 

my  paternal  grandfather,  as  I  have  always  understood, 
was  born  either  at  "Upland"  or  Philadelphia— my  father 
at  Philadelphia— myself  near  the  banks  of  the  Brandy- 
wine,  and  a  few  days  after  my  mother  had  narrowly  es- 
caped with  her  life  from  the  bayonet  of  a  British  soldier, 
who  bravely  attacked  her,  just  previous  to  the  battle.  Mr 
father's  brother  (also  born  in  Philadelphia),  died  not 
long  ago  in  that  city  of  extreme  old  age;  and  it  is  now 
one  hundred  years  since  the  lime  of  his  birth.  My  mo- 
ther was  born  at  Wilmington,  Del.  about  eighty-five  years 
ago,  and  was  of  the  family  of  the  Ways,  distinguished 
among  the  companions,  disciples,  or  followers  of  William 
Penn. 

Of  my  "heart"  I  shall  say  nothing— except  to  thank 
heaven  that  such  persons  as  the  editor  of  the  "Globe" 
have  no  part  in,  or  influence  over  it. 

The  following  queer  paragraph  appears  in  the  Phila- 
delphia "Sentinel"— the  "by  authority"  papei-^ 

We  understand,  tliat  there  will  be  no  election  for  a  member 
of  congress  m  the  room  of  Mr.  Lawrence,Vn^  newly  elected 
mayor  of  New  York,  until  November  next.  By  that  time,  there 
IS  reason  to  hope,  that  the  extraordinary  political  excitement 
which  now  prevails  in  our  sister  city,  will  have  subsided,  and 
the  selection  of  a  suitable  successor  be  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately made.  ^ 

This  idea  must  have  been  matured  in  the  same  shop 
in  which  the  notion  was  entertained  of  postponing  the 
charter  election  of  Albany,  until  a   more  "convenient 

season." 

The  "Pennsylvanian"  speaking  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  says — 

"The  democrats  never  heartily  sanctioned  ft,  and  now,  hav- 
ing the  power,  should  amend  or  get  rid  of  it  once  and  foreverl^' 

And  then  cautions  the  senate  against  refusing  to  pass 
the  appropriation  bills,  adding— 

"Let  them,  if  they  dare,  and  hasten  the  bursting  of  the  storm 
which  is  already  lowering  above  their  heads.  They  have  yet 
to  learn  to  what  an  indignant  people  may  be  aroused." 

We  hope  that  the  sedate  and  peace-loving  editor  of 
the  "Globe,"  will  take  the  editor  of  the  "Pennsylva- 
nian" in  charge — lecture  him  soundly,  and  tell  us  from 
•whence  he  came,  and  ivhen,  and  wAe  he  is. 

Our  old  friend  of  the  "Richmond  Enquirer"  is  thrown 
upon   tivo  horns  of  a  dilemma  by  the  presideot's  pre- 
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test,  and  is  in  the  same  <'fix"  that  the  proclamation  plac- 
ed him  in — that  of  being  compelled  to  argue  on  both 
sides.  If  we  had  room,  we  should  give  his  essay  of 
Tuesday  last,  for  it  is,  indeed,  a  funny  one.  When  his 
rudder  escapes  Scylla,  the  prow  is  in  danger  of  Charyb- 
disi  and  there  is  no  "middle  way"  of  safety  unless  in 
the  craft  of  the  ink-Jish,  which  sometimes  conceals  it- 
self, and  escapes,  by  blackening  ih^  space  that  it  holds 
in  the  sea. 

John  H.  Eaton  has  been  appointed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, to  be  governor  of  the  territory  of  Florida,  to  suc- 
ceed governor  Duvaly  whose  term  of  service  has  expir- 
ed. The  nomination,  made  to  the  senate  some  days  ago, 
■was  confirmed  yesterday.  [Auf.  Lit.  ^p.  25. 

Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Francis,  being  supported  by  the 
anti-masonic  and  administration  parties,  has  been  re- 
elected governor  of  this  state,  by  a  majority  of  about  125 
or  150  votes.  Last  year  his  majority  was  749.  The  po- 
litical character  of  the  legislature  is  disputed. 

CoNifECTicTJT.  Contrary  to  first  reports,  it  appears 
that,  by  the  division  of  the  votes  between  thi'ee  parties, 
Mr.  Foot  has  not  been  elected  governor,  by  the  majori- 
ty required.  He  wants  from  40  to  60  votes.  So  the 
choice  devolves  on  the  legislature. 

New  Yohk,  (citt),  elkctiotj.  The  following  is  pub- 
lished as  shewing  the  official  returns  of  votes,  at  the  late 

election: 

Mayor.  Aldermen,  f(c. 

Wards.  Verplanck,  Laurence.       TFAigs.  Tammany. 

1  1,516  588  1,469  572 

2  1,134  531  1,117  510 

3  1,224  684  1,221  665 

4  1,317  1,093  1,239  1,147 

5  1,303  1,175  1,266  1,191 

6  790  1,103  825  1,033 

7  1,418  1,600  1,484  1,483 

8  1,841  1,769  1,820  1,725 

9  1,201  1,453  1,239  1,378 

10  1,244  1,588  1,282  1,550 

11  1,128  1,959  1,072  1,974 

12  508  950  636  830 

13  885  1,346  891  1,307 

14  973  1,120  951  1,083 

15  914  614  903  614 


17,394 


17,575 
17,394 


17,314 
17,062 


17,062 


Tammany  majoritj',  181  252    average  whi;-  maj. 

[The  vote  at  the  electoral  election  of  1832  was — ^Jack- 
son 18,020,  anti-Jackson  12,506.] 


New  York.  House  of  assembly,  ^ipril  19.  INIr.  Gan- 
sevoort  reported  in  favor  of  the  bill  from  the  assembly 
relating  to  the  city  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  attorney 
general  for  his  opinion  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality 
of  that  section  which  authorises  some  officers  of  the  city 
of  Albany  to  hold  their  places  for  six  months  after  the 
time  for  which  they  have  been  elected  by  the  people 
shall  have  expired.  His  present  opinion  was,  that  if  they 
could  be  legislated  into  office  for  six  months,  they  might 
be  so  continued  in  office  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  attorney  general  was  adopt- 
ed- 

ritis  said  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  continue  cer- 
tain persons  in  office,  to  avoid  a  popular  election,  at  the 
present  time — the  period  fixed  in  the  charter  for  choos- 
ing them  being  close  at  hand.] 

On  another  day,  in  the  assembly — 

Mr.  Humphrey  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  committee 
on  the  militia  and  the  public  defence  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  state  arsenal  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  selling  the  lot  on  which  it  is  situated. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  recent  events  had  demonstrated  that  the 
arsenal  situated  as  it  was  in  the  centre  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
was  not  a  snfe  depository  of  the  public  arms  and  ammunition. 
It  was  evident  that  at  any  time  an  excited  mob  might  get  pos- 
eesBion  of  the  arsenal  and  turn  the  arms  intended  for  the  pro- 
tection of  tha  whole  against  one  portion  of  our  citizens.  There 
was  no  object  of  public  utility  to  be  answered  by  retaining  them 
where  they  were.    For  all  purposes  of  supplying  the  militia,  an 


arsenal  thirty  miles  off  would  be  aa  valuable  and  convenient  s» 
one  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  He  trusted  that  extended  remarks 
were  not  necessary  on  this  subject.  It  must  force  itself  on  the 
judgment  of  every  member  of  the  house,  that  it  was  unsafe  to 
place  arms  and  ammunition  where  they  might  be  seized  by  a 
mob  under  any  pretext  which  they  might  choose  to  assign  at  a 
moment  of  excitement.  It  was  owing  to  a  mercifal  interposi- 
tion of  Providence  in  assuaging  the  passions  of  a  multitute, 
that  the  city  of  New  York,  was  not  very  recently  the  theatre  of 
a  scene  of  slaughter  that  would  have  disgraced  this  country 
forever.  He  hoped  that  another  opportunity  would  not  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  by  without  guarding  against  the  recarrcHce  of  such 
a  calamity  in  future. 

Mr-  Myers  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  reference,  as  it 
proposed  simply  an  inquiry.  He  conceived  it  to  be  a  libel  o» 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  to  say  that  they  were  not  to  be  trust- 
ed with  arms  and  amniuniiion  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The 
a;reat  mass  of  the  people  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  the  few  excited  persons  who  rreently  broke  into  the 
arsenal.  Such  scenes  as  the  gentleman  had  referred  to,  were 
uncommon,  and  peculiarly  so,  considering  the  very  great  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Still  he  could  not  object  to 
an  inquiry,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  having  a  report  on  the  suS>- 
ject. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

New  Jersey.  The  local  elections  in  this  state,  as  re- 
ferred to  by  Messrs.  Frelinghuysen  and  Southard,  in  the 
senate,  are   said  to  shew  a  great  revolution  in  public 

opinion. 

PE^rjfSTLTANiA.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed unanimously  in  the  legislature  of  this  state: 

Whereas,  an  application  is  now  pending  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  for  the  repeal  or  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  Nova  Scotia  and  Liverpool  coal;  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  aiidhonse  of  representatives,  &c. 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal  would  be  against  the  best  policy  of 
the  country,  and  particularly  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  if  any  alteration  be 
made  in  the  tarifi^of  duties  upon  these  articles,  it  should 
be  rather  increased  than  diminished. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  congress,  as  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

dCf-So  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  two  years  ago, 
passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  bank  of 
the  United  States! 

VinoixiA.  The  "National  Intelligencer"  gives  what 
it  calls  a  corrected  table  of  the  return  of  members  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  so  far  as  received — and  shews  that  25 
administration  and  39  "opposition"  members  have  been 
chosen.  The  whole  number  is  134.  It  is  said — of  those 
who  yet  remain  to  be  heard  from,  that  a  decided  ma- 
jority is  anticipated  in  opposition  to  the  recent  measures 
of  the  administration. 

[We  have  some  further  accounts  from  Virginia.  Several 
more  counties  are  reported  against  the  administration,  two  of 
which  are  changes.  Even  Culpeper,  the  late  "brag"  county  of 
Mr.  Ritchie,  is  against  him — 375  to  359.  Mr.  R.  expc ;-  ed,  at 
least,  500  votes  in  this  county,  and  said  that  Mr.  Hill,  (the  un- 
successful candidate),  was  the  -'very  strongest  man"  in  it. 
But  the  "protest"  arrived  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  cap- 
sized all  calculations  that  had  been  made  on  Culpeper.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  well  informed  men,  that,  if  the  protest  h.id  been 
published  and  spread  through  the  state  before  the  elections 
commenced,  the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  tlie  next  houi^e 
of  delegates,  would  have  been  "like  angels'  visits — few  and  far 
between."] 


BANKS — CURRENCY — AND    THE   TIMES. 

The  very  respectable  directors  of  the  bank  of  Potomac,  and 
Farmers  bank  of  Alexandria,  have  given  notice,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  that  they  jointly  and  severally  have  bound 
themselves,  and  their  heirs,  &c.  to  guaranty  the  payment  of 
all  notes  issued  by  said  banks,  or  claims  against  them,  on  ac- 
count of  deposites  or  otherwise — which  guaranty  extends  to  the 
period  for  which  they  have  been  elected.  This  proceeding  will 
do  much  to  quiet  the  public  mind  concerning  these  banks. 

A  similar  guaranty  has  been  made  and  proclaimed  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  at  Leesburg. 

The  following  phews  the  state  of  the  currency,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  on  the  12th  instant — 

United  States  bank  notes,  wherever  payable — par;  bank  of 
Kentucky  and  Commonwealth  bank  15  per  cent.  dis.  Tennes- 
see, best  2»-  dis.  others  5  dis.  Ohio,  notes  of  many  banktJ  not 
received— others  2^  dis.    Virginia,  all  the  banks,  2^  dis.  Mis- 
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stssippt,  all  the  banks,  10  dis.  Louisiana,  do.  5  per  cent.  (lis. 
Pennsylvania — many  niicHrtain — Girard  bank  2i  dis.  Indiana, 
{one  bank),  2J  dig.  Michigan  2J  dia.  Alabama,  all  the  banks 
12  discount. 

The  Washington  Globe  lately  said  the  frienda  of  the  consti- 
tntion,  (meaning  the  friends  of  the  administration),  will  not 
compromise  with  their  consciences  and  oaths,  by  conjuring  up 
alternatives.  They  have  no  alternative,  but  to  go  resolutely 
against  a  national  bank,  by  whomsoever  proposed,  and  in  what- 
soever form.    This  is  plain  English. 

George  Brown,  e?q.  having  resigned  the  office  of  president  of 
the  Mechanic's  bank  of  Baltimore,  with  the  view  of  giving  his 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  house  of  Alexander  Brown  &  Sons, 
which  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death  of  his  father,  the  board 
of  directors  of  that  institution  have  unanimously  elected  John 
B.  MorriSjCsq.  presidentin  his  room,  and  passed  a  well  deserv- 
ed and  highly  complimentary  resolution  concerning  Mr.  Brown. 

It  is  known  that  large  quantities  of  specie  have  lately  been 
imported  into  the  United  States.  Nearly  the  whole  of  it,  how- 
ever, it  appears,  belongs  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of  Saturday  says — "We  under- 
stand that  there  has  arrived,  since  October  last,  at  the  ports  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  no  lees  than  two  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  bank,  and  that  six  hundred 
thou3and  more  are  expected — making  an  aggregate  of  nearly 
three  millions;  so  that  the  bank  itself  is  the  real  introducer  of 
Bpecie  in  those  ports." 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1816,  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  then  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  in  a  letter  to  congress,  on  the  national 
currency,  made  the  following  important  declaration,  founded 
upon  actual  practical  experience: 

"I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,"  says  Mr.  Dallas,  "without 
»n  expression  of  some  solicitude  at  the  situation  of  the  treasu- 
ry. The  state  banks  have  ceased  to  afford  any  accommoda- 
tion for  the  transfer  of  its  funds.  The  revenue  is  paid  in  treasu- 
ry notesjWhere  treasury  notes  are  below  par;  and  the  public 
engagements  can  only  be  satisfactorily  discharged  in  treasury 
notes,  which  are  immediately  funded  at  7  per  cent.  &c.  Dis- 
content and  speculations  are  abroad;  and  all  the  estimates  of  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt,  created  since  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  will  probably  fail,  unless  the  toisdom,  of  congress 
thall  effectually  provide  for  the  restoration  of  a  uniform  national 
currency. 

Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  annual  treasury  report  to  congress,  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1815,  observes: 

"Of  the  services  rendered  to  the  government  by  some  of  the 
state  banks,  justice  requires  an  explicit  acknowledgment.  It  is 
a/act,  however,  incontestibly  proved,  that  those  institutions 
cannot  at  this  time  be  successfully  employed  to  furnish  a  uni- 
form national  currency.  The  failure  of  an  attempt  to  associate 
them  with  that  view  has  already  been  stated.  Another  at- 
tempt, by  their  agency  in  circulating  treasury  notes,  to  over- 
come the  inequalities  of  the  exchange,  has  only  been  partially 
successful,"  &c.  "The  truth  is,  that  the  charter  restrictions 
of  some  of  the  banks,  the  mutual  relations  and  dependence  of 
the  banks  of  the  same  state,  and  even  banks  of  different  states, 
and  the  duty  which  the  directors  of  each  bank  conceive  that 
they  owe  to  their  constituents,  upon  points  of  security  or  emo- 
lument, interpose  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  any  voluntary  ar- 
rangemenl-',  upon  national  considerations  alone,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  national  medium  through  the  agency  of  the  state 
banks." 

A  great  deal  of  suffering  has  been  caused  in  Baltimore  on 
account  of  the  sudden  and  unreasonable  depression  of  the  cur- 
rent value  of  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Virginia — as  sound  and 
wholesome,  we  believe,  as  those  of  any  other  state.  A  very 
large  part  of  our  common  circulation  was  in  these  notes.  Some 
were,  partially,  received  in  certain  of  our  banks,  and  the  rest 
used  for  the  discharge  of  debts  and  bills  not  payable  in  bank, 
and  fifties  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  them  changed  hands 
every  week,  being  turned  over  and  over  and  over  again.  Tise 
baker  and  the  butcher  and  the  grocer,  and  store- keeper  receiv- 
ed them  as  par  money,  and  so  they  were  paid  out  to  working 
people  of  every  description  as  a  sound  currency,  which  might 
be  converted  into  bank  currency,  at  1  per  cent,  loss  only,  or  a 
little  more.  But  few  of  these  notes  were  sent  home  by  those 
who  dealt  in  them.  The  brokers  exchanged,  at  their  own 
counters,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  amounts  received  by  them; 
and  they  were  preferred,  at  a  small  rate  of  di.<count,  by  those 
who  brought  in  Virginia  flour,  cattle,  &c.  But  when  the  high 
discount  of  5  or  even  10  per  cent,  was  demanded,  the  people 
fought  against  and  rejected  them,  and  their  circulation  was 
only  at  or/?-o?rt  the  brokers'  offices;  and  the  bank  money  of  the 
brokers  was  soon  swallowed  up  in  purchases  of  them,  to  he 
relieved  only  by  time  and  expense  in  sendiiig  them  home.  If, 
is  not  ea^y  to  fix  a  probable  amount  of  "Virginia  money"  cir- 
culating in  Baltimore  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  a  month  ago — 
hut  if  we  said  900,000  dollars,  we  think  that  it  would  be  below 
tlie  real  sum.  The  effect  of  the  sudden  retirement  of  such  a  large 
amount  from  th«  continually-moving  business  of  the  people, 
superadded  to  the  general  want  Of  currency,  ntay  be  easier  an- 
ticipated than  described. 

The  WiUiamsport  Banner  states  "that  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company  have  resolved  to  issue  its  own  notes  in 
payment  for  labor,  &c.  on  the  canal.    These  notes  will  be  re- 


deemed in  twelve  months,  wiih  irrtorest  at  4  percent,  (by  the 
sale  of  the  stock  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  ihe  District  cor- 
porations) which  are  to  be  conveyed  to  trustees  for  that  pur- 
pose. Tliey  will  also  be  received  by  ilie  canal  company  in 
payment  of  all  debts  due  to  it,  and  likewisie  for  tolls.  This 
mea.iure  has  been  resorted  to  by  the  company  because  it  wa« 
found  impracticable,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  money 
market,  to  convert  the  stocks  it  held  into  money,  without  great 
loss." 

We  have  reports  of  a  pressure  on  the  money  market  at  New 
Orleans  that  are  too  extravagant  to  be  believed.  They  would 
imply  that  a  season  of  almost  universal  bankruptcy  had  been 
arrived  at. 

Rates  of  discount,  &c.  on  bank  notes  at  Philadelphia,  April 
19 — broken  banks,  in  all  cases,  excepted.  Banks  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Conneciicut  and 
Vermont,  H  a  2  per  cent,  discount;  New  York  (ciiy)  par  a  1 — 
country  2  a  4;  New  Jersey,  several  at  par— others  1  a  3;  Penn- 
sylvania, country  banks— several  at  par,  others  various,  from 
li  to  5;  Delaware,  at  par  a  1;  Maryland — Baltimore  notes,  par 
a  1— country  banks  3  a  5;  District  of  Columbia  5  a  10,  Virginia 
5  a  10— except  Wheeling  3  a  5;  North  Carolina  and  South  Ca- 
rolina 3  a  5;  Georgia  5  a  10;  Ohio  3  a  10;  Kentucky — Louisville 
4  a  6— other  13  a  16;  Tennessee  4  a  6;  Alabama  7  a  12;  Missis- 
sippi 7  a  10;  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans,  5  a  8;  Michigan  3  a  5; 
Indiana,  Illinois,  &c.  no  sales.  Canada  bank?  6  a  8.  These 
rates  are  charged  on  what  are  called  the  notes  of  "specie  pay- 
ing banks" — and  the  excessive  amount  of  them  fIiows  a  great 
scarcity  of  money,  with  much  want  of  confidence;  for  surely, 
without  disparagement  to  the  Philadelphia  banks,  others  are 
equally  solvent,  and  as  able  to  meet  their  engagements. 

The  Globe  says— '^We  learn  that  on  the  7th,  8th,  9lh,  10th, 
11th  and  12th  of  this  month,  $1,292,135,  was  imported  into  one 
city  north  of  us.  This  shows  how  readily  our  commerce  may 
supply  specie  currency  for  general  circulation." 

But  the  Journal  of  Commerce  remarks — "A  man  may  die 
readiii/ after  being  beaten  until  his  senses  are  benumbed.  And 
it  is  with  such  a  readily  that  specie  is  now  importing.  It  Is  ihe 
consequence  of  an  agony  in  the  money  market,  which  forced 
down  the  price  of  exchange  lower  than  it  had  been  for  twenty 
years,  which  stopped  importation,  and  indeed,  suspended  all 
business.  We  beg  to  be  delivered  from  thest  ready  operations." 

And  we  add— the  money  chiefly,  if  not  in  its  whole  amount, 
belongs  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  who  i^  arming  herself 
for  yet  worse  limes,  or  preparing  to  make  a  large  profit  on  the 
sale  of  specie,  when  commerce,  in  better  times,  ?liall  require  the 
use  of  it.  Specie  is  under  par,  from  the  want  of  means  to  pur- 
chase it! — that  is,  because  of  the  low  price  of  commodities  and 
labor  in  the  United  States,  or  the  surplus  of  both. 

The  Girard  bank,  Pliiladelphia,  will  cease  to  receive  the  pub- 
lic deposites  on  the  Isl  of  July,  ensuing. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  tiie  Farmers'  bank  of  Catahoo* 
clipe,  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  has  failed. 

The  "bank  of  Salisbury,"  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland, 
has  failed. 

Last  week's  list  of  applications  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent 
laws  contain  16  names — one  of  which  is  from  a  colored  man 
and  two  from  Baltimore  county,  leaving  13  for  the  city.  We 
can  identify  only  three  persons  on  this  list;  but  the  names  of 
three  of  them  are  found  on  the  "no  pressing"  memorial  from 
Baltimore. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

^pril  18.  The  chair  communicated  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  a  ge- 
neral standard  of  weights  and  measures;  which  was  read  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Md.  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Prince  George's  county,  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

[Mr.  Kent,  on  this  occasion,  pronounced  a  long  and  able 
speech,  which  would  be  gladly  m&de  room  for— in  times  Itss 
busy  than  the  present.] 

Mr.  Wright  presented  five  memorials  from  citizens  of  the 
towns  of  P'ittsford  and  Seneca  Falls,  and  the  counties  of  Rock- 
land and  Rensselaer,  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, which  were  referred,  &c. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ijnfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  not  to  receive  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  liie  subject  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  28th  ult ;  when 

Mr.  Leigh  addre»sed  the  senate  for  about  two  hours.  He  had 
(in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  who  had  claimed  for  ihe 
president  the  merit  of  adjusting  the  tariff  question),  just  paid  an 
incidental  compliment  to  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Letcher  for  the 
agency  they  had  in  adjusting  the  tariff  question  ai  the  last  ses- 
sion, when  he  was  interrupted  by  loud  plaudits  in  the  gallery. 

The  chair  suspended  the  discussion,  and  ordered  the  galleries 
to  be  cleared. 

While  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  in  the  act  of  clearing  the  gal- 
leries the  noise  was  repeated;  whereupon 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  the  persons  who  were  disturbing  the 
senate  should  be  taken  into  custody. 

Mr,  Moore  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  considering 
it  utterly  impracticable.    The  galleries  were  clearing  as  rapidly 
,  as  possible,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  vole  for  the  raoiion. 
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Mr.  Clayton  said,  that  he  regretted  the  motion  had  been 
made;  but  since  it  had  been,  he  would  vote  against  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Missouri  placed  it  on  liie  ground  of  a  contempt 
of  the  senate — he  dia  not  view  it  in  that  light;  but  as  an  indis- 
creet expression  of  public  opinion;  he  would  not  consent  that 
ihe  senate  should  array  itself  against  the  p«ople. 

Mr.  Benton  would  not  he  misunderstood.  He  did  not  move 
to  take  into  custotly  those  who,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  ap- 
plauded the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
but  those  who,  long  after  that  gentleman  had  taken  his  seal, 
continued  to  outrage  and  insult  the  senate. 

Motions  were  successively  made  to  adjourn,  and  to  lay  Mr. 
Benton^s  motion  on  the  table,  which  were  respectively  declared 
out  of  order  by  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Calkoun,  Poindexter,  Ewing  and  Bibb,  severally  op- 
posed the  order  on  the  ground  of  its  impracticability,  its  uncon- 
stitutionality, inasmuch  as  any  such  order  would  be  a  general 
warrant  of  arrest,  which  could  not  be  legally  issued,  as  all  war- 
rants emanating  from  the  senate,  to  be  within  the  pale  of  its 
constitutional  power,  must  designate  the  person  and  the  offence 
committed.  A  general  warrant  could  not  be  issued  in  any  free 
country.  The  interruption  in  the  galleries  was  regretted  and 
condemned;  and,  while  the  power  of  the  senate  to  protect  its 
own  deliberations  was  fully  maintained,  tlie  idea  of  carrying  it 
io  excess  was  as  freely  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  hoped  that  those  who  heard  him  and  tho.'e  who 
were  taking  notes,  would  not  represent  iiim  as  making  a  motion 
for  a  general  order  of  arrest.  He  then  withdrew  his  motion,  as- 
signing as  his  reason  that  the  people  were  all  gone. 

Mr.  Leigh  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  when 

Mr.  Ewing  obtained  the  floor,  but  forbearing  to  proceed  at  so 
late  an  hour,  yielded  the  fioor  for  the  pres<;nt:  and 

Mr.  Wilkins  then  moved  the  senate  to  proceed  to  executive 
business. 

Mr.  Clayton  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not 
become  the  senate  to  transact  any  other  executive  business  un- 
ftil  the  present  debate  was  terminated,  and  the  cpmmunicatiun 
,of  the  president  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J^'ii/fins  explained,  that  his  only  reason  was  to  consider 
a  treaty  which  would  require  ratification  in  a  few  days,  and 
ihen  withdrew  his  motion;  when  the  senate  adjourned  until 
Monday. 

^prii  21.  A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  explanatory  of  some  of  the  expressions  and  ar- 
guments contained  in  his  message  and  protest,  communicated 
jiast  week,  which  was  read.  [This  message  will  be  found  in  a 
.subsequent  page].  It  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate,  in  a  dis- 
.cussion  growing  out  of  the  original  message,  and  this  amend- 
ment to  it.  Mr.  Poindexter  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  make 
^he  same  motion  in  regard  to  this,  that  he  had  niade  relative  to 
the  original  message;  he  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table,  and 
would  send  to  the  chair  the  following  resolutions  wliich  he 
oflTered  as  a  modification  of  his  original  motion,  that  the  paper 
be  not  received,  and  which  he  moved  to  print. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 

.'■^Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  transmitting  the  paper 
iwhicii  &e  did  to  the  senate,  on  the  17th  instant,  which  he  re- 
,que§tqd  rtO  be  placed  on  its  journals,  as  an  executive  protest, 
against  a  resolution  passed  by  the  senate,  niade  a  con)munica- 
,tion  not  authorised  by  the  constitution,  nor  warranted  by  that 
jliiutual  interchange  of  communications  which  the  discharge  of 
official  duties  render  necessary  and  proper  between  the  legisla- 
tive departments  of  the  government. 

'■^Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  tlie  paper  above  referred 
to,  assumes  powers  in  relation  to  the  senate  not  authorised  by 
4he4;onstitmion,and  calculated,  in  its  consequences,  to  destroy 
that  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  co  ordinate 
departments  of  the  general  government;  to  interfere  with  the 
senate  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties;  to  degrade  it  in  the  public 
opinion;  and  finally,, to  destroy  its  independence,  by  subjecting 
its  rights  and  duties  to  the  determination  and  control  of  the 
chief  magistrate. 

'■^Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  a  paper  of  such  a 
character,  with  the  declarations  that  accompanied  it,  is  a  plain, 
an  open  breach  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
senate,  and  that  it  cannot  be  received  by  the  body,  without  a 
surrender  of  the  just  powers  confided  to  it  by  the  constitution, 
in  trust,  to  secure  the  liberty,  and  promote  the  prosperity  of 
these  states,  and  which  Ihe  naembers  are  bound  to  maintain 
.under -the  sacred  obligations  cf  an  oath. 

>■<■  Resolved,  therejoffc,  That  the  paper  be  not  received  by  the 
senate." 

A  debate  of  some  length  then  ensued,  upon  the  supplemental 
message  of  the  president,  and  Mr.  Poindexter^s  motion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Preston,  Forsyth,  Ewing,  Poindexter,  Clayton, 
Webster  and  Clay  participated. 

The  svippleniental  message  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  that  the  president's  protest  be  not 
received,  as  modified  by  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  Eiving  took  the  floor  and  spoke  at  length  in  support  of 
the  motion,  and  the  resolutions,  and  when  he  concluded, 

Mr.  K<ine  rose  to  speak  to  the  question,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Willnns,  who  moved  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  ex- 
eoutive  business;  wjiicli  motion  w.ts  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Forsi/'A-said,  before  the  senator  from  Illinois  proceeded, 
tie  wished  to  make  a  motion  by  way  of  amendment,  and  ac- 
.cprdingly  moved  aa  an  amendnrieot^o,th«  resQlut,iohs,,  ^fter  the 


words  "passed  by  the  senate,"  in  the  first  resolution,  to  insert 
the  protest  at  length,  and  also  the  supplemental  message. 

Mr.  Leigk -dsked  whether  he  was  to  understand  that  the  mere 
motion  of  tlio  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  would  have  the  effect 
of  spreading  the  protest  on  ilie  jouniiil. 

The  presiding  ofiicer,  (Mr.  King,  of  Ala.)  replied  that  it 
would. 

Mr.  £i6/)  then  objected  to  the  motion  as  being  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  it  went  to  defeat  the  very  intention  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  it  a  very  novel  case.  The  object  of  all 
rules  was  to  carry  into  efl'ect  the  intention  of  the  body,  and  the 
very  point  under  debate  was  whether  the  paper  should  go  on 
the  journals.  He,  tlicrefore,  submitted  vvliether  tlie  main  ob- 
ject could  thus  be  defeated  by  a  side  movement. 

Mr.  Forsyth  desired  to  incorporate  the  true  character  of  the 
message  in  the  resolutions,  in  order  that  both  might  be  present- 
ed together. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  insisted  tliat  Mr.  Forsyth's  motion  be  re- 
duced to  writing  in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

Some  conversation  then  took  place  between  Mr.  Clayton, 
Mr.  Clay,  and  the  secretary,  about  certain  alterations  alleged 
to  have  been  made  in  the  protest  after  it  had  been  presented  to 
the  senate— the  printed  copy  not  being  identical  with  the  manu- 
script message. 

The  secretary  being  called  on  to  explain  that  matter,  stated 
that  the  private  secretary  of  the  president,  Mr.  Donelson,  call- 
ed on  him  the  day  following  the  presentation  of  the  message, 
and  desired  to  make  a  few  verbal  corrections  of  errors,  which 
existed  in  the  message.  But  the  secretary  believing  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  allow  any,  the  least  alteration  to  be  made 
in  the  paper,  told  Mr.  Donelson  so,  who  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  answer.  The  secretary  afterwards  made  pencil  marks 
of  the  corrections  suggested  by  Mr.  Donelson,  above  the  words 
in  tlie  manuscript  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  which  now  ap- 
pear on  the  paper, 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  original  paper,  as  big 
motion  reduced  to  writing,  in  accordance  with  the  requisition 
of  Mr.   Calhounio   that  effect. 

Mr.  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Calhoun  then  objected  that  the 
document  itself  could  not  be  so  used— that  it  was  out  of  order. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.   Calhoun  then  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  ff''e6sfer  approved  of  the  appeal.  Ifthe  motion  was  re- 
jected, the  gentleman  from  Georgia  might  put  the  document  in 
his  pocket,  and  move  off  with  it.  It  was  our  own  document, 
not  that  he  had  any  particular  desire  to  have  it,  but  he  would 
rather  have  it  in  our  own  power.  The  gentleman  had  no  right 
to  the  document  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Preston  .«iaid,  it  was  remarkable  how  gentlemen  contrived 
to  make  one  document  perform  so  many  offices.  One  day  it 
was  a  protest — another  an  answer.  And  while  in  discussion 
here,  it  assumes  another  shape  by  the  interposition  of  the  pri- 
vate secretary  of  the  president,  and  now  it  is  an  amendment  to 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  CaZAoun  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection, if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  send  the  paper  back  where  it  came  from. 

Blr.  Forsyth  said  he  might  suppose  from  the  manner  in  which 
his  motion  had  been  treated, that  gentleman  intended  to  deprive 
him  of  his  rijrlit  to  have  his  proposed  amendment  on  the  jour- 
nals. The  rules  of  the  senate  did  not  require  him  to  have  his 
motion  written  out  expressly  for  the  purpose;  for  if  he  should 
be  required  to  copy  the  message,  it  would  take  him  several 
hours,  and  the  time  for  offering  it  would  pass  away.  .  The  gen- 
tlemen were  to  use  it  as  a  means  of  invective  against  the  presi- 
dent, and  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  not  to  be  permitted  to  use  it  in  his  de- 
fence. As  respects  the  alleged  alterations,  he  would  say,  that 
the  paper  was  the  president's  till  it  was  received  by  the  senate, 
and  he  had  a  right  to  alter  it  till  it  was  received  by  the  senate. 
And  what  were  the  alterations.?  Was  there  any  attempt  at 
fraud  or  covertly  effecting  them.''  The  president  did  not  desire, 
nor  was  he  inclined  to  shrink  from  any  thing  that  he  had  ever 
said  or  done,  either  here  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  then  itioved  that  the  senate  adjourn;which 
was  agreed  to  on  a  division  of  19  to  18. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Jlpril'2'2.  The  c/iftir  communicated  the  annual  commercial 
statements  from  the  treasury  department. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said,  it  would  be  remembered  that  not 
long  before  he  left  his  seat,  on  leave  of  absence,  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  prestsntiiig  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Albany,  com- 
plaining of  recent  measures  of  government.  He  had  been  au- 
thorised on  that  occasion  to  state,  and  had  stated,  that  the  num- 
ber of  signers  was  about  2,800.  He  soon  saw  that  this  statement 
was  denied,  and  that  only  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  names 
were  on  the  memorial:  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr. 
Wright,  alluded  to  this  apparent  deficiency.  This  mistake 
arose  from  a  long  roll  of  names  being  left  out  of  the  package 
hand(!d  to  him.  This  omission  h:is  been  supplied,  and,  to  be 
sure  against  further  error,  he  had  asked  an  officer  of  the  senate 
to  have  these  additional  names  counted,  and  he  certifies  them 
to  amount  to  1,485.  Here  they  are,  sir — the  original  signatures, 
and  h(!re  comes  \vilh  them  a  remilar  affidavit,  verifying  tliB  pa- 
per and  accoiiiuinz  for  the  omission.  This  makes  up,  sir,  the 
number  as  originally  stated;  and  I  hope  will  be  satisfactorv, 
If  it  should  not  be,  and  if  it  vvould  give  gentlemen  any  gratifi- 
catiou  to  receive  an  additional  five  hundred,  or  thousand  names. 
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he  imagined  Utile  pains  would  be  necessary  to  lUrnisli  them  that 
gratification. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.)  in  one  of  tliose  unrivaled  speeches 
of  Mr.  Burke,  in  which  he  indulged  his  admiration  of  America, 
he  says,  when  speaking  of  the  growth  of  our  popululiou,  "whe- 
tlier  I  put  the  present  numbers  too  high  or  loo  low,  is  a  matter  of 
little  moment.  Such  is  the  strength  with  which  population 
shoots  in  that  part  of  the  world,  that,  state  the  numbers  as  high 
as  we  will,  while  the  dispute  continues  the  exaggeration  ends. 
While  we  are  discussing  any  given  magnitude,  they  are  grown 
to  it." 

Sir,  a  similar  gf.ntiment  would  be  just,  in  regard  to  the  num- 
bers among  our  fellow  citizens,  who  are  rallying  to  oppose  the 
recent  measures  of  government.  State  the  numbers  as  we  will, 
if  the  statement  be  not  true  to-day,  it  will  yet  probably  be  true 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the  names.  He  add- 
ed, that  the  senate  would  do  him  the  credit  to  say,  that  he  had 
expressed  his  belief  that  there  was  some  mistake  about  the  mat- 
ter.    He  moved  that  these  names  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  wish  that  the  names  might  be 
printed.  He  would  do  the  justice  to  the  honorable  member  to 
say,  that  he  understood  him  to  have  expressed  himself  as  he 
had  stated. 

The  paper  was  then  referred  and  the  names  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webster  then  said  he  had  to  present  to  the  senate  a  me- 
morial from  the  farmers,  manufacturers,  mechanics  and  traders 
of  the  town  of  Adams,  Massachusetts,  complaining  of  the  re- 
cent measures  of  the  government.  The  memorialists  state  that 
there  were  1,200  persons  in  that  town  who  have  been  engaged 
in  manufacturing,  who  had  entered  into  those  pursuits  under 
the  assurance  of  protection  from  government.  That,  amidst 
prosperity,  their  career  has  been  suddenly  arrested,  some  of  the 
establishments  have  been  obliged  to  stop,  and  others  to  dismiss 
their  hands,  more  or  less,  and  many  individuals  have  fallen  into 
great  want  and  distress. 

These  memorialists  aver,  sir,  that  that  is  true,  which  I  have 
more  than  once  predicted  would  soon  be  found  true;  and  that 
is,  U»at  the  measures  of  the  administration  tend  to  make  some 
of  the  rich  richer,  and  all  the  poor  poorer;  and  all,  they  say,  of 
whatever  tongue  or  kindred,  who  have  foreign  capital  at  com- 
mand, enjoy  advantages  over  American  industry  and  persever- 
ance. As  Americans,  then,  they  address  themselves  to  con- 
gress: they  say  to  congress,  "restore  the  currency,  restore  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  restore  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
nation,  restore  our  prosperity  and  happiness.  One  act  of  yours 
«an  do  alt  this." 

Sir,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  North 
Adams,  I  respond  to  them  by  saying,  that,  so  far  as  depends  on 
my  efforts  here,  and  on  those  of  my  colleague,  and  on  those  of 
their  own  able  and  excellent  representative  in  the  other  house, 
and  most  of  his  colleagues,  there  will  be  no  abandonment  of 
present  object  and  present  purpose,  till  their  prosperity  be  re- 
stored, till  the  credit  of  the  nation  be  restored,  and  till  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country  be  restored  also.  Let  them  be  of  good 
cheer.  Permanent  distress,  from  mere  niisgovernment,  can 
hardly  be  the  lot  of  an  intelligent  people. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  certain  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.  and  Mr.  M^anoju^  a  me- 
morial from  sundry  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  disapproving  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  presented  a  certified  copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions and  a  memorial  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
the  president  and  the  administration  at  a  county  meeting  held 
in  Somerville,  Somerset  county,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  s,di\A,  I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  senate 
of  the  respectability  of  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  this  meet- 
ing, and  that  their  opinions  are  entitled  to  receive  from  me  and 
this  body,  respectful  consideration.  It  was  with  satisfaction, 
and  some  consolation  too,  that  I  find  these  proceedings  convey- 
ed in  decorous  and  dignified  language.  Wliile  I  say  this,  how- 
ever, sir,  I  am  constrained  to  dissent  from  the  opinions  of 
these,  my  respectable  constituents.  I  especially  advert  to  the 
fifth  resolution,  wherein,  speaking  of  the  late  instructions  of 
the  legislature,  they  resolve  in  the  following  terms:  "We  be- 
lieve they  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  state — we  know 
they  gave  the  voice  of  the  county  of  Somerset."  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  matter  of  belief  and  knowledge  is  a  voluntary  exer- 
cise— it  cannot  be  forced;  and  as  this  meeting  has  not  instruct- 
ed me  to  believe  with  them,  I  shall  certainly  continue  to  think 
according  to  my  own  lights,  and  the  conclusions  of  my  own 
mind. 

Now  I  do  not  believe,  either  in  the  majority  of  the  state,  and 
I  certainly  can  not  know,  and  do  not  believe,  the  alleged  slate 
of  public  sentiment,  in  the  county  of  Somerset.  Tliis  ancient, 
honored  county,  sustain  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power! 
If  1  was  to  splect  a  district  in  the  state,  where  the  pure,  per- 
vading, uncompromising  whig  principles  of  the  revolution  pre- 
vailed, it  would  be  the  good  old  county  of  Somerset.  Sir,  it 
has  been  true  to  these  principles  from  its  earliest  history.  The 
first  war  note  that  ever  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  its  valleys, 
was  in  that  eventful  hour  when  resiistance  to  arbitrary  power 
was  resolved.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  against  its  encroachments  that 
our  fathers  buckled  on  their  armor — and  the  plains  of  Mon- 
mouth, Trenton  and  Princeton,  still  hold  a  language  that  has 
lost  none  of  its  energy  by  time,  but  will,  when  needs  be,  warm 
every  patriot  bosom  into  enthusiasm. 


Sir,  the  true  Issue  was  not  yet  formed  at  the  date  of  this 
meeting.  The  bank  is  certainly  denounced  for  sufficient  varie- 
ty of  charges  and  misconduct,  in  the  resolutions  and  memorial 
before  us,  but  the  great  question  of  power,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  majesty  and  dominion  of  our  laws  on  the  other,  was 
not  then  raised.  IJiit  I  rejoice  to  know  that  the  people  are 
now  coming  up  to  the  case,  with  the  spirit  and  solemnity  b«- 
coming  enlightened  freemen,  jealous  of  their  liberties. 

Mr.  F.  in  proof  of  this,  referred  to  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rial of  a  public  meeting  held  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  of 
the  townships  of  Montgomery,  in  Somerset,  and  West  Wind- 
sor, in  Middlesex  counties, signed  by  more  than  200  citizens,  and 
a  memorial  of  more  than  1,100  farmers,  mechanics,  merchants 
and  citizens  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  city  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, which  he  also  presented.  These  respective  memorials 
with  like  justice  and  truth,  complain  of  the  general  interrup- 
tion of  commerce  and  business,  induced  by  unlawful  and  un- 
constitutional executive  interference. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  state  of  things  in  Newr 
Jersey,  and  said — 

Thus  far,  then,  sir,  have  my  colleague  and  myself  been  sus- 
tained in  our  reference  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  We  have 
put  the  matter  fairly  and  fearlessly  before  them.  We  have  no 
anxieties  about  the  issue.  I  believe,  sir,  that  an  inquisition  is 
going  forward,  that  will  make  the  very  pillars  of  power  trem- 
ble. I  make,  sir,  the  usual  motion,  that  the  memorials  and  re- 
solutions be  read  and  printed,  and  referred  to  the  conjinitiee  on 
finance. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Benton, 
after  which  the  reference  was  ordered. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  reso- 
lutions ofl^ered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  as  a  modification  of  his  mo- 
tion that  the  messages  be  not  received. 

Mr.  Forsyth  having  yesterday  moved  to  amend  these  resolu- 
tions, so  as  to  introduce  the  messages  into  the  resolutions — 

The  question  b(;ing  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Calhoun  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was 
in  order — 

Mr.  Poindexter  requested  the  withdrawal  of  the  appeal,  In 
order  that  he  might  submit  the  question  of  the  general  order. 
He  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  amendment,  because,  whe- 
ther it  was  adopted  or  rejected,  it  destroyed  the  object  of  the 
original  proposition,  and  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  pending 
discussion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  withdrew  his  appeal. 

At  this  point  of  the  discussion,  a  doubt  arose  as  to  the  fact 
whether  any  decision  on  the  point  of  order  had  been  made  by 
the  chair,  and  the  chair  being  pressed,  declined  ytating  any 
thing  more  explicitly  than  that  the  wriiing  which  Mr.  Forsyth 
had  put  in,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  such  a  writing  of 
the  amendment  as  was  contemplated  by  the  rule  of  the  senate. 

The  chair,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  C/ai/,  expressed  a 
willingness  to  receive  the  opinions  of  the  senate. 

The  question  of  order  was  then  again  di=cus=ed,  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Clay,  Forsyth,  Calhoun  and  Bibb;  Mr.  Forsyth  handing 
in  a  copy  of  the  messages,  and  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  receiving  them  as  an  amendment;  after  which, 
the  chair  (Mr.  King)  decided  thai  the  amendment  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Poindexter  a|»pealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  question  would  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  before  the  question 
was  taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

Jlpril23.  Metnorials  condemning  the  removal  of  the  depO- 
sites  and  praying  their  restoration,  were  presented  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Kcan  from  citizens  of  Chester  and  Mifflin  counties.  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
Southard  from  the  city  of  Trenton  and  county  of  Warren,  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  Southard  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  th« 
delegates  assembled  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  stating,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  is  the  cause  of  the  existing  distress,  and  as  proceed- 
ing from  an  unwarranted  assumption  of  power  by  the  execu- 
tive. These  several  memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  were  seve- 
rally read,  referred,  &c.  after  observations  by  Messrs.  South- 
ard, Clay,  Preston,  Forsyth,  Webster  and  Chambers^  which 
occupied  until  3  o'clock. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and  the  question  was 
taken  without  discussion,  and  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo.  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Ro- 
inson.  Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Leijrh,  Matrgum, 
Moore,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster—26. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Forsyth  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  demanded  that  the  question  be  taken  on 
the  resolutions  separately. 

Mr.  CZaj/ then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  resolutions  after 
the  word  "Resolved,"  in  the  first  resolution,  and  to  inse-rt  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  protest  communicated  to  the  senate  on 
the  10th  inst.  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  nsscrta 
powers  as  belonging  to  the  president  whicU  are  inconsistent 
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with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  in- 
consistent witli  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  That  wliile  the  senate  is  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to 
receive  from  the  president  all  such  niensagcs  and  conimunicu- 
tions  as  the  constitution  and  laws  and  the  usual  coarse  of  bu- 
E^iness  authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise 
any  right  in  him  to  make  a  formal  protest  against  votes  and 
proceedings  of  the  senate,  declaring  such  votes  and  proceed- 
ings to  be  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  requesting  the  se- 
nate to  enter  such  protest  on  its  journals. 

Rcsolced,  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  C.  explained  that  his  modification  varied  only  from  the 
original  resolutions  in  two  particulars.  The  modification  plac- 
es on  record  what  must  indeed  have  otherwise  been  obvious, 
the  readiness  of  the  senate  to  record,  at  all  times,  such  pro- (  next  day's  proceedings.] 


trict  banks.  After  some  explanation,  the  rule  v*'as  saspended;' 
vvliureupon  Mr.  J.  moved  his  resolution;  and 

Mr.  ifar(fin  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the  inquiry  to 
the  bank  of  the  Metropolis;  but  before  it  was  read  the  rnomfng 
liour  expired,  and  the  resolution  and  amendment  lie  over. 

Mr.  Folk  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Mciri7w,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered and  stood,  yeas  91,  nays  66.  So  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  now  asked  leave  to  offer  resolutions 
declaring  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  to  be  in  congress; 
that  no  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  empower  congress  to 
create  an  agency  lor  the  custody  of  the  public  money;  and  that 
they  can  take  the  custody  out  of  the  executive  hands",  &c.    [See 


cecdings  and  messages  as  the  president  may  think  proper  to 
transmit,  in  compliance  with  his  constitutional  duties.  There 
was  another  difference,  con.-iioling  in  this.  The  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  is,  not  to  receive  the  messages. 
The  last  resolution  of  the  modification  proposes  not  to  record 
it  on  the  journal.  In  his  opinion,  the  recording  of  a  paper  was 
its  reception.  According  to  the  uniform  practice,  the  messages 
are  all  recorded.  The  last  resolution  iiiaiks  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  regular  and  usual  rriessages  of  the  president  and  the 
present,  and  refuses  to  the  latter  that  place  on  the  journal  to 
which  all  messages,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  are  entitled. 

Mr.  Poindexter  expressed  his  readiness  to  lake  either  course 
which  might  be  most  agreeable  to  the  senate.  After  some  few 
remarks,  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  and  modifications  on 
the  table,  in  order  to  give  time  for  reflection  on  the  subject. 
He  withdrew  his  motion. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Bihb  took  part. 

Mr.  Bibb  sent  the  chair  tbs  following  amendment,  which  he 
proposed  to  move  when  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay 
ishould  be  called  up: 

After  the  words  "president  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  se- 
cond line  of  the  amendment,  strike  out  the  residue  of  the 
amendment,  and  insert  "be  not  received." 

Mr.  Pomdesfer  expressed  his  intention  to  accept  ihi;?  modifi- 
cation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kane,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

^pril  24.  Memorials,  &.c.  condemning  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  were  presented— by  Mr.  Webster  from  490  farmers, 
traders  and  mechanics  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr. 
Clayton  from  a  public  meeting,  and  also  from  736  citizens  of 
Kent  county,  Delaware;  by  Mr.  Rabbins  from  Providence,  R. 
Island;  which  were  read,  referred,  fee.  after 

Some  remarks  from  the  gentlemen,  respectively,  were  made 
on  the  presentations. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of 
the  president's  protest,  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Clay. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bihb — 

Mr.  Kane  addressed  the  senate  in  defence  of  the  protest  and 
the  executive,  until  near  3  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bibb  then  rose  to  reply,  but  gave  way  to  Mr.  Wilkins. 

Mr.  Wilkins  then  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
epecial  order  till  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  businessj  and  remained  for  some  time 
therein. 

At  half  past  4  o'clock,  the  doors  were  re-opened,  when 

Mr.  Henrfricfes  offered  a  resolution  allotting  Fridays  and  Sa- 
turdays of  each  and  every  week  to  the  consideration  of  bills. 
TJie  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Ajiril  18.  Mr.  Heath  rose  and  remarked,  that,  as  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  people's  interest  on  this  floor,  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  make  an  effort  to  secure  their  money,  and 
which  induced  him  to  offer  a  resolution  with  that  object  in  view. 
As  to  the  money  already  taken  from  the  United  States  bank,  he 
never  expected  its  return,  and  his  object  now  was  to  secure  all 
that  would  be  received  hereafter.  He,  therefore,  asked  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  de- 
positeinthe  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  from 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
all  the  accruing  resources  of  the  government. 

Objection  being  made  to  granting  leave,  Mr.  H.  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  yeas  83,  nays  89.  Not 
being  two-thirds,  the  house  of  course  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  allow  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Heath  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  certain  information  connected  with  the 
appointment  and  number  of  clerks,  &c. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  L.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so 
as  to  allow  him  to  move  it;  but  the  house  refused.  Ayes  78, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Jarvis  now  renewed  the  request  he  had  made  yesterday 
to  su><pend  the  rules  so  as  to  allow  him  to  move  a  resolution 
eftiJing  for  certain  information  relative  to  the  failure  of  the  Dis- 


Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
of  the  house,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  whereupon,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Love,  a  call  of  the  house  was  ordered. 

After  the  call  had  proseeded  a  considerable  time,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  (lost  by  4  votes  only);  and  the  call  ot  the 
house  was  at  length  suspended,  and  the  doors  thrown  open. 

Mr.  Wise  renewt^d  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
house — on  which  Mr.  Beardsley  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  stood  103  yeas,  93  nays.  So  the 
rule  was  not  suspended,  two  thirds  being  required. 

Mr.  H'iscthen  gave  notice  that  he  should  ronew  the  same 
motion  every  day,  urrtil  leave  should  be  given  to  introduce  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Pe!/<on,of  Tennessee,  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  hiin  to  offer  a  series  of  resolutions  acquitting  the  presi- 
dent of  censure  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites; 
condemning  the  senate,  and  conceding  to  congress  the  power 
of  selecting  the  places  of  depositc  for  the  public  moneys.  [See 
i\pxl  day's  proceedings.] 

Tiiese  resnlulioirs  having  been  road,  a  very  strong  sensation 
was  evinced  by  a  large  portion  of  the  house;  when 

Mr.  Peyton  withdrew  them,  but  gave  notice  that  he  should 
cnniiriueto  offer  them  whenever  those  of  Mr.  Wise  were  offer- 
ed.    The  house  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jlpril  19.  Mr.  Clayton  asked  leave  to  offer  a  re- 
solution: objection  being  made,  he  moved  for  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  to  allow  him  to  move  it,  which  motion  prevailed,  by 
a  vote  of  ayes  127,  nays  16.  So  the  house  having  agreed  to 
suspend  the  rules,  Mr.  C.  oflered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquirirrg  into  the  expediency  of  eeiualizing  and  reduc- 
ing the  salaries  of  officers,  and  all  othtr  expenses  of  government, 
in  every  department  thereof  where  the  same  can  be  constitu- 
tionally done,  and  also  to  abolish  such  offices  as  may  be  deem-  ■ 
ed  unnecessary,  and  that  they  have  power  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Jarvis  suggested  an  amendment  extending  the  inquiry  to 
the  cases  where  an  increased  compensationmight  be  expedient. 
Mr.  Plutnmer  moved  an  amendment  to  include  tlie  pay  of 
members  of  congress;  and 
Mr.  Hnrdin  moved  to  include  mileage  also. 
Mr.  Clayton  accepted  these  several  resolutions,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on   agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  appeared  as  follows,  ayes  183,  nays  9. 
So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  now  asked  consent  of  the  house  to  offer,  in  a  mo- 
dified form,  the  resolutions  he  had  desired  to  offer  yesterday. 
Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow 
him  to  move  them,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  ordered. 
The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States,  not  appropriated  by  law,  and  not  disbursed  un- 
der appropriations  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  un- 
der the  order  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 
Resolved,  That  no  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is   necessary   to  authorise  the  congress   of  the  United 
Stales  to  entrust  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  not  appro- 
priated by  law,  to  other  agency  than  that  of  the  executive  de- 
partment, and  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money  must  not 
be,  necessarily,  under  the  constitution,  entrusted  to  the  execu- 
tive department. 

Resolved,  That  congress  can  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive  department  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or 
money,  without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  or  a  sub- 
version of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution,  by  the  repeal 
and  enactment  of  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  that  end. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  upon  the  question  of  suspend- 
ing the  rule,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beatty,  James M. 
Bell,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage,  Camp- 
bell, Oliambers,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  William  Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis, 
DaveirpoFt,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Euing,  Felrter,  Foot,  Fowler,  VV.  K. 
Fuller,  Fulton, Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Grahanr,  Grayson,  Grcnnell,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Hiester,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  William  C.  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lo^all,  Martindale,  Marshall 
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John  Y.  Mason,  McCarty,  McComasj  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligaii,  Moore,  Palton,  Polls,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Selden,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sliepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
William  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vin- 
ton, WatmoUgli)  ]E.  D^  White,  F.  Whililesey,  E.  Wliitllesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 99. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Anthony,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  Blair,  Bockeej  Boon,  Bunch,  Cambreleng, 
Oarmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Samuel  Clark,  Collee,  Cia- 
«wer.  Day,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
Gillet,  Jos.  Hall,T.  H.Hall,  llalsey,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  llunt- 
JB-glon,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  lienjamin  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  La|)orte,  Lawrence,  Lea, 
liCe,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lylle,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Ma- 
son, Mclnlyre,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Slandifer,  Stoddert, 
Wm.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White— 9L 

Two-Uiirds  not  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Peyton  renewed  his  motion  for  leave  to  offer  the  resolu- 
stions  he  liad  brought  forward  yesterday.  Objection  being  made, 
lie  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  allow  him  to  offer 
theun.    The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late 
executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  not 
assumed  "upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,"  but  that  he  has  acted  in  conformi- 
ty to  botlj. 

Resoli>ed,  That,  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  a  late  re- 
solution passed  by  that  body,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
*^Jlesolvad,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  botli,"  have,  by  that  resolution,  not 
with  a  view  to  legislative  action,  but  as  a  solemn  censure  upon 
the  president,  infringed  upon  the  rightful  and  legitimate  powers 
and  prerogatives  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Resolved,  That  congress  have  the  power,  by  law,  to  select  the 
places  of  depositing  the  public  money  and  providing  for  its  safe 
keeping. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  hoped  that  every  member  would  vote  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  introduction  of  these  resolves. 

Mr.  Wilde  dewanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Virginia,  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  re- 
solutions did  not  involve  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  order,  which 
/orbade  any  reference  in  one  house  to  words  spoken  or  mea- 
sures pending  in  the  other  branch. 

The  chair  replied  that  that  question  would  arise  when  the  re- 
solutions came  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  inquired  whether  any  body  objected  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  resolutions. 

The  chair  said  that  that  would  be  decided  when  the  question 
should  be  put. 

Mr.  Mercer  inquired  whether  the  question  of  consideration 
ivould  not  be  in  order. 

The  chair  said  it  would,  after  the  rules  should  have  been  sus- 
pended. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  now  taken  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q..  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Bar- 
iiilz,  Barrington,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell, 
Blair,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage,  Campbell,  Ca- 
sey, Chaxubers,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Wm.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clow- 
iiey,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos 
Davis,  Denny,  Dickson, Ellsworth,  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Evv- 
ing,  Felder,  Foot,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Garland,  Gholson, 
Gordon,  Gorham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jone.^!,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Loyall,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer,  Milligan,  Patton,  Peyton,  Pierson,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
jjiough,  Edward  D.  WhitR,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 98. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Anthony,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, J.  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bunch,  Cambreleng,  Carmichacl, 
Carr,  Chaney,  Samuel  Clark,  Coffee,  Cramer,  Davenport,  Day, 
Deberry,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Graham,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Jos.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hub- 
i)ard,  Abel  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Mclntire, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVcan,  Moore,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
F.  Pierce,  Piuiiuner,  Polk,  Pope,  R.icisay,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Chas.  Slade,  Smith.  Sppight,  Standifer,  Stod- 
dert, Wm.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Turril,  Vandeipnel,  Van  Hoiiton, 
Warmer,  Wardj  Waidwr!!,   'Webster,  ^Vila!oll,  C.  P.  White 


So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  two-thirds  of  thv 
house  not  sustaining  the  motion. 
Several  private  bills    being  considered  and  disposed  of. 
The  house  took  up  the   bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur, 
when  Mr.  Hubbard  explained  his  views  at  large  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 

Amendments  being  offered  and  rejected,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside.  When  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  (in- 
volving a  claim  of  $490,000)  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

After  being  sometime  engaged  therein,  the  committee  rose^, 
and  reported  progress.  On  both  bills — and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  JJpril  21.  This  being  petition  day, the  first  question 
which  came  up  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  jEt;a»is,  of  Maine,  that 
the  memorial  presented  by  him  on  Monday  last,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  "to  report, 
two  resolutions — one  declaring  that  the  reasons  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory — 
and  the  other  declaring  that  a  bank,  created  by  authority  of  con- 
gress, is  necessary,  expedient,  and  ought  to  be  established." 

Mr.  Evans  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  house  in  a  speech,, 
in  which  he  took  a  general  view  of  the  bank  question.  After 
he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Wise  renewed  and  offered  his  resolutions  as  an  amend-^ 
ment  to  Mr.  Evans^  resolutions. 

The  chair  deciding  that  Mr.  Wise  could  not  offer  them  as  an 
amendment,  because  they  were  on  a  different  subject — 

Mr.  Wise  stated  that  Mr.  Evans  was  willing  to  adopt  them  as 
a  modification  of  his  own  proposition;  and  the  resolutions  being 
thus  before  the  house,  he  entered  into  a  very  free  and  animated 
course  of  remarks,  assigning  his  reasons  for  offering  his  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Peyton,  of  Tennessee,  renewed  his  motion,  to  substitute 
the  resolutions  he  had  twice  before  proposed  to  offer  last  week 
as  a  substitute  for  those  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  replied  to  Mr.  W.  but 
becoming  discursive,  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair. 
Mr.  Wise  rejoined. 

Mr.  Turrell,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  lay  the  memorial,  resolutions 
of  instruction  and  amendments  thereto  on  the  table. 

Mv.  Evans  then  withdrew  from  his  proposition  the  resolutions 
accepted  by  him  from  Mr.  Wise,  so  as  to  leave  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  to  apply  only  to  the  memorial  and  instructions 
as  originally  moved  by  himself. 

Mr.  Turrell  then,  on  request,  withdrew  his  motion;  and  Mr. 
Evans  moved  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  until  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Filmore,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McKim  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were 
taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevail- 
ed— ayes  107,  nays  91;  when  the  house  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  Afril  22.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  or 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  and  reducing  the 
salaries  of  officers,  and  for  other  purposes,  contained  in  are- 
solution  passed  by  this  house  on  the  19th  inst.  be  authorised  tO' 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  in  executing  the  objects  of  said  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Camhreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  235  Poles  now  in- 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land. 

Various  business  of  a  private  or  local  character  bsing  attend- 
ed to. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  annual  commercial  statements* 
Mr.  Jarvis'  resolution  authorising  an  investigation  of  the  af- 
fairs of  those  district  banks  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, was  taken  up,  but,  before  it  was  disposed  of,  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Poi/c  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  mo- 
neys of  the  United  States  in  certain  local  banks,  which  after 
some  discussion,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  consideration  of 
the  general  appropriation  bill.    The  house  adjourned. 
Wednesday,  April  23.     The  journal  having  been  read — 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved  that  the  journal  be  amended,  so  as 
to  present  the  following  as  an  entry  therein: 

"After  some  time  spent  therein,  [that  is,  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole],  the  speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  [i.  e.  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year  1834]  under 
consideration,  and  finding  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  risen 
and  directed  him  to  report  that  fact  to  the  house." 

Again;  to  amend  the  journal,  in  another  part  thereof,  so  as 
to  read  as  follows: 

"The  house  again  resolved  .itself  into  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  proceeded  in  the 
consideration  ofthe  said  bill:  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  speaker  again  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  reported 
that  the  comnnitee,  finding  itself  again  without  a  quorum,  had 
risen  and  directed  him  to  report  that  fact  to  the  house." 

Mr.  A.  supported  his  motion  by  a  speech  of  great  animation* 
Toward  the  close  of  it,  Mr.  A.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Boon, 
and  by  tlie  chair. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  that  effect,  and  made 
an  explanation. 
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The  speafccr  went  inter  an  explanation  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Adams''  amendment  and  speech.  •  .   j  .u  . 

Mr.  Polk  then  claimed  the  floor,  and  the  speaker  decided  tnat 
he  was  entitled  to  it.  „   ,        ^    .       r. 

An  appeal  being  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  c/iair,  alter 
some  explanations  between  Mr.  Adams  and  that  officer, 

Mr.  Adams  was  allowed  to  proceed  and  conclude  his  speech. 

Mr.  Folk  replied  with  warmth,  and  was  repeatedly  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  .^(^ams.  . 

Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Speight,  who  had  occupied  the  chair, 
explained  their  conduct,  respectively. 

The  question  of  order  was  argued  at  great  length  by  Messrs. 
Reed,  Foot,  Speight,  Briggs,  Binney,  Mercer,  Wayne,  Suther- 
land, McKinley  and  Chilton;  when 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  order- 
ed and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  100,  nays  89.  So  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved,  that  the  following  paragraph  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  house,  of  yesterday: 

"Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved,  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  house. 
The  speaker  (the  chair  being  temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
Speight,  of  North  Carolina)  refused  to  put  the  question.  Up- 
on which  Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker, 
who  refused  to  entertain  the  motion,  and  left  the  chair;  which 
was  ira:nedialely  resumed  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole." 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  this  also  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ta- 
ken, stood  as  follows:  yeas  94,  nays  95.  So  the  house  refused  to 
lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  again  addressed  the  house  at  considerable  length, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Polk.     After  other  proceedings — 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  lay  the  amendment,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilde  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  Mr.  i^ar^jer's  motion  stood 
as  follows:  yeas  98,  nays  90. 

The  other  proceedings  of  the  day  will  sufficiently  appear 
hereafter. 

Thursday,  April  24.  Several  private  bills  and  other  business 
being  attended  to, 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  was  again  considered. 

Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  took  the  floor  and  spoke,  in  opposi- 
tion, till  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  occu- 
pied the  house  till  a  late  hour  of  the  day,  when,  without  having 
gone  through  it,  the  house  adjourned. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 

IN    SENATE    APRIL    17,    1834. 

Several  messages  were  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  secretary;  among 
them  the  following 

protest: 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

It  appears  by  the  published  journal  of  the  senate,  that  on  the 
26th  of  December  last,  a  resolution  was  offered  by  a  member  of 
the  senate,  which,  after  a  protracted  debate,  was  on  the  28th  day 
of  March  last,  modified  by  the  mover,  and  passed  by  the  voles  of 
twenty-six  senators  out  of  forty-six,*  who  were  present  and 
voted  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

Having  had  the  honor,  through  the  voluntary  suffrages  of  the 
American  people,  to  fill  the  office  of  president  of  the  United 
States  during  the  period  which  may  be  presumed  to  have  been 
referred  to  in  this  resolution,  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  the 
censure  it  inflicts  was  intended  for  myself.  Without  notice, 
unheard  and  untried,  I  thus  find  myself  charged  on  ihe  records 
of  the  senate,  and  in  a  form  hitherto  unknown  in  our  history, 
with  the  high  crime  of  violating  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my 
country.  ,.  _. 

It  can  seldom  be  necessary  for  any  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, when  assailed  in  conversation,  or  debate,  or  by  the  stric- 
tures of  the  press  or  of  popular  assemblies,  to  step  out  of  its 
ordinary  path  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  its  conduct,  or  of 
pointing  out  any  irregularity  or  injustice  in  the  manner  of  the 
attack.  But  when  the, chief  executive  magistrate  is,  hy  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  government,  in  its  official 
capacity,  in  a  publid  manner,  and  by  its  recorded  sentence,  but 
without  precedent,  competent  authority,  or  just  cause,  declared 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  it  is  due  to  his 
station,  to  public  opinion,  and  to  a  proper  self  respect,  that  the 
officer  thus  denounced  should  promptly  expose  the  wrong  which 
has  been  done. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forpyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Geo.  Linn,  McKean, 
Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 


In  the  present  case,  moreover,  there  is  even  a  stronger  ne~ 
cessity  for  such  a  vindication.  i3y  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  before  the  president  of  the  United  States  can  en- 
ter on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  is  required  to  lake  an  oath 
or  affirmation  in  the  following  words: 

"I  do  soleiiiiily  swear,  (or  affirm),  that  I  will  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States;  and  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect  and  defend,  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stales." 

The  duty  of  defending,  so  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  integrity  of 
the  constitution,  would  indeed  have  resulted  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  his  office:  but  by  thus  expressing  it  in  the  official  oath  or 
affirmation,  which,  in  this  respect,  differs  from  that  of  every 
other  functionary,  the  founders  of  our  republic  have  attested 
their  sense  of  its  importance,  and  have  given  to  it  a  peculiar  so- 
lemnity and  force.  Bound  to  the  performance  of  this  duty  by 
the  oath  I  have  taken,  by  the  strongest  obligations  of  gratitude 
to  the  American  people,  and  by  the  ties  which  unite  my  every 
earthly  interest  with  the  welfare  and  glory  of  my  country;  and 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  discussion  and  passage  of  the  above 
mentioned  resolution  were  not  only  unauthorised  by  the  con- 
stitution, but  in  many  respects  repugnant  to  its  provisions  and 
subversive  of  the  rights  secured  by  it  to  other  co-ordinate  de- 
partments, I  deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy of  that  sacred  instrument,  and  the  immunities  of  the  de- 
partment intrusted  to  my  care,  by  all  means  consistent  with 
my  own  lawful  powers,  with  the  rights  of  others,  and  with  the 
genius  of  our  civil  institutions.  To  this  end,  [  have  caused 
this,  my  solemn  protest  against  the  aforesaid  proceedings,  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  executive  department,  and  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  senate. 

It  is  alike  due  to  the  subject,  the  senate  and  the  people,  that 
the  views  which  I  have  taken  of  the  proceedings  referred  to, 
and  which  compel  me  to  regard  them  in  the  light  that  has  been 
mentioned,  should  be  exhibited  at  length,  and  with  the  freedom 
and  firmness  which  are  required  by  an  occasion  so  unprece- 
dented and  peculiar. 

Under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  powers  and 
functions  of  the  various  departments  of  the  federal  government, 
and  their  responsibilities  for  violation  or  neglect  of  duty,  are 
clearly  defined  or  result  by  necessary  inference.  The  legislative 
power  subject  to  the  qualified  negative  of  the  president,  is  vest- 
ed in  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales,  composed  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives.  The  executive  power  is  vested 
exclusively  in  the  president,  except  that  in  the  conclusion  of 
treaties  and  in  certain  appointments  to  office,  he  is  to  act  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  exclusively  in  the  supreme  and  other  courts  of  the  U. 
States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  for  which  ptirpose  the 
accusatory  power  is  vested  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
that  of  hearing  and  determining,  in  the  senate.  But  although 
for  the  special  purposes  which  have  been  rnentioned,  there  is 
an  occasional  intermixture  of  the  powers  of  the  different  de- 
partments, yet  with  these  exceptions,  each  of  the  three  great 
departments  is  independent  of  the  others  in  its  sphere  of  action; 
and  when  it  deviates  from  that  sphere  is  not  responsible  to  the 
others,  further  than  it  is  expressly  made  so  in  the  constitution. 
In  every  other  respect,  each  of  them  is  the  coequal  of  the  other 
two,  and  all  are  the  servants  of  the  American  people,  without 
power  or  right  to  control  or  censure  each  other  in  the  service 
of  their  common  superior,  save  only  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
degree  which  that  superior  has  prescribed. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  president  are  numerous  and  weigh- 
ty. He  is  liable  to  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, and,  on  due  conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and 
perpetual  disqualification;  and  notwithstanding  such  convic- 
tion, he  may  also  be  indicted  and  punished  according  to  law. 
He  is  also  liable  to  the  private  action  of  any  party  who  may 
have  been  injured  by  his  illegal  mandates  or  instructions,  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  of  the  humblest  func- 
tionary. In  addition  to  the  responsibilities  vA'hich  may  thus  be 
enforced  by  impeachment,  criminal  prosecution,  or  suit  at  law, 
he  is  also  accountable  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  for  every 
act  of  his  administration.  Subject  only  to  the  restraints  of 
truth  and  justice,  the  free  people  of  the  United  Stales  have  the 
undoubted  right,  as  individuals  or  collectively,  orally  or  in 
writing,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  language  and  form  as  they 
may  think  proper,  to  discuss  his  official  conduct,  and  to  express 
and  promulgate  their  opinions  concerning  it.  Indirectly,  also, 
his  conduct  may  come  under  review  in  either  branch  of  the 
legislature,  or  in  the  senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capa- 
city, and  so  far  as  the  executive  or  legislative  proceedings  of 
these  bodies  may  require  it,  it  may  be  examined  by  them. 
These  are  believed  to  be  the  proper  and  only  modes,  in  which 
the  president  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  held  accountable  for 
his  official  conduct. 

Tested  by  these  principles,  the  resolution  of  the  senate  is 
wholly  unauthorised  by  the  constitution,  and  in  derogation  of 
its  entire  spirit.  It  asssumes  that  a  single  branch  of  the  le- 
gislative department  may  for  the  purposCvS  of  a  public  cen- 
sure, and  without  any  view  to  legislation  or  impeachment,  take 
up,  consider,  and  decide  upon,  the  official  acts  of  the  executive. 
But  in  no  part  of  the  conslifulion  is  the  president  subjected  to 
any  such  responsibility;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrument  is  any 
such  power  conferred  on  either  branch  of  the  legislature. 

The  justice  of  these  conclusions  will  be  illustrated  and  con- 
firmed by  a  brief  analysis  of  the  powers  of  the  senate,  and  a 
con-iparison  of  their  recent  proceedings  with  those  powers. 
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The  high  functions  assigned  by  the  constitution  to  tlie  fienate, 
are  in  liieir  nature  either  leK'^'f^'ive,  executive  or  judicial.  It  is 
.^  only  in  the  exercise  oCiis  Judicial  powers,  when  siitini;  as  a  court 
f  for  the  trial  of  impeacFinients,  that  the  senate  is  expressly  an 
Ihorised  and  necessiarily  required  to  consider  and  decide  uixm 
the  conduct  of  the  president,  or  any  otiier  public  olficter.  In- 
directly liowever,  as  lias  already  hecn  suf^^esicd,  it  may  fre- 
quently be  called  on  to  perfoin  that  office.  Castas  may  occur  in 
the  course  of  its  legislative  or  executive  proceediuL's,  in  which 
it  may  be  indispensible  to  the  propc-r  exercise  of  its  (towers, 
that  it  should  inquire  into,  and  decide  upon,  the  coniluct  of  thi; 
president  or  other  public  o(Hc(!r.<!;  and  in  every  such  case  its  con- 
stitutional right  to  do  so  is  cheerfully  conceded.  But  to  autho- 
rise the  senate  to  enter  on  such  a  task  in  its  lef^islative  or  exe- 
cutive capacity,  the  inquiry  lunH  actually  jirovv  out  of  and  tend 
to  some  legislative  or  executive  action,  and  the  decision  when 
expressed  must  take  the  form  of  some  appropriate  legislative  or 
executive  act. 

The  resolution  in  question  -was  introduced,  discussed  and 
passed,  not  as  a  joint,  but  as  a  separate  resolution.  It  asserts  no 
legislative  power,  proposes  no  legislative  action;  and  neither 
possesses  the  form  nor  any  of  the  attributes  of  a  legislative 
measure.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  entertained  or  pass- 
ed, with  any  view  or  expectation  of  its  issuing  in  a  law  or  joint 
resolution,  or  in  the  repeal  of  any  law  or  joint  resolution,  or  in 
any  other  legislative  action. 

Whilst  wanting  both  the  form  and  substance  of  a  legislative 
measure,  it  is  equally  manifest,  that  the  resolution  was  not  jus- 
tified by  any  of  the  executive  powers  conferred  on  the  senate. 
These  powers  relate  exclusively  to  the  consideration  of  treaties 
and  nominations  to  office;  and  they  are  exercised  in  secret  ses- 
sion, and  with  closed  doors.  This  resolution  does  not  apply  to 
any  treaty  or  nomination,  and  was  passed  in  a  public  session. 

Nor  does  this  proceeding  in  any  way  belong  to  that  class  of 
incidental  resolutions  which  relate  to  the  officers  of  the  senate, 
to  their  chamber,  and  other  appurtenances,  or  to  subjects  of 
order,  and  other  matters  of  the  like  nature — in  all  which  either 
liouse  may  lawfully  proceed  without  any  co-operation  with  the 
other,  or  with  the  president. 

On  the  contrary  the  whole  phraseology  and  sense  of  the  re- 
solution seem  to  be  judicial.  Its  essence,  true  character,  and 
only  practical  effect,  are  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  which  its 
charges  upon  the  president,  and  in  the  judgment  which  it  pro- 
nounces on  that  conduct.  The  resolution  therefore,  though 
discussed  and  adopted  by  the  senate  in  its  legislative  capacity, 
is,  in  its  office,  and  in  all  its  characteristics,  essentially  ju- 
dicial. 

That  the  senate  possesses  a  high  judicial  power,  and  that  in- 
stances may  occur  in  which  the  president  of  the  United  States 
will  be  amenable  to  it,  is  undeniable.  But  under  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  it  would  seem  to  be  equally  plain  that 
neither  the  president  nor  any  other  officer  can  be  rightfully  sub- 
jected to  the  operation  of  the  judicial  power  of  the  senate,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  and  under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  constitution  declares  that  "the  president,  vice  president 
and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from 
office  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of  treason,  bribery, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors" — that  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives "shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment" — 
that  the  senate  "shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments"— that  "when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on 
oath  or  affirmation" — that  "when  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  tried,  the  chief  justice  shall  preside"— that  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present"— and  that  "judgment  shall  not  extend  fur- 
ther than  to  remove  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit,  under  the  United 
States." 

The  resolution  above  quoted,  charges  in  substance  that  in 
certain  proceedings  relating  to  the  public  revenue,  the  president 
has  usurped  authority  and  power  not  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
constitution  and  laws,  and  that  in  doing  so  he  violated  both. 
Any  such  act  constitutes  a  high  crime — one  of  the  highest,  in- 
deed, which  the  president  can  commit — a  crime  which  justly 
exposes  him  to  impeachment  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  upon  due  conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the 
complete  and  immutable  disfranchisement  prescribed  by  the 
constitution. 

The  resolution,  then,  was  in  substance  an  impeachment  of 
the  president;  and  in  its  passage  amounts  to  a  declaration  by  a 
majority  of  the  senate,  that  he  is  guilty  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence. As  such  it  is  spread  upon  the  journals  of  the  senate 
— published  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world — made  part  of  our 
enduring  archives — and  incorporated  in  the  history  of  the  age. 
The  punishment  of  removal  from  office  and  future  disqualifica- 
tion, does  not,  it  is  true,  follow  this  decision;  nor  would  it  have 
followed  the  like  decision,  if  the  regular  forms  of  proceeding  had 
been  pnrsused,  because  the  requisite  number  did  not  concur  in 
the  result.  But  the  moral  influence  of  a  solemn  declaration,  by 
a  majority  of  the  senate,  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  of- 
fence charged  upon  him,  has  been  as  effectually  secured,  as  if 
the  like  declaration  had  been  made  upon  an  impeachment  ex- 
pressed in  the  same  terms.  Indeed,  a  greater  practical  effect  has 
been  gained,  because  the  votes  given  for  the  resolution,  though 
not  sufficient  to  authorise  a  judgment  of  guilty  on  an  impeach- 
ment, were  numeroua  enough  to  carry  that  resolution. 


That  the  resolution  does  not  expressly  alledge  that  the  as- 
sumption of  power  and  authority,  which  it  condemns,  was  in- 
teniidtial  and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the  preceding  view  of 
its  character  and  effect.  The  act  thus  condenmed,  necessarily 
implies  volition  and  desi<,'ii  in  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  im- 
puted, and  hcini;  niiJawful  in  its  character,  the  legal  conclusion 
is,  that  it  was  iironiplcil  by  iuipro[ier  motives,  and  committed 
with  an  iiiilavvltil  intent.  The  charge  is  not  of  a  mistake  in 
the  exercise  of  suppos(!d  powers,  hut  of  the  assumption  of 
|)(»vvers  not  conlcned  by  the  constitution  and  law.s,  but  in  de- 
rogation of  both,  and  nothing  is  suggested  to  excuse  or  palliate 
the  terpitude  of  the  ac-t.  In  the  absence  of  any  such  excuse, 
or  palliation,  there;  is  room  only  for  one  inference;  and  that  is, 
that  the  intent  was  unlawful  and  corrupt.  Besides,  the  resolu- 
tion not  only  contains  no  mitigating  suggestion,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, it  holds  up  the  act  complained  of  as  justly  obnoxious  to 
cen.-ure  and  rei)r()hatiori:  and  thus  as  distinctly  stamps  it  with 
impurity  of  motive,  as  if  the  strongest  epithets  had  been  used. 

The  presid<;nt  of  the  United  Stales,  therefore,  has  been  by  a 
majority  of  his  constitutional  triers,  accused  and  found  guilty 
of  an  impeachable  ofl'ence:  hut  in  no  part  of  this  proceeding 
have  the  directions  of  the  constitution  been  observed. 

'I'he  impeachment,  instead  of  being  preferred  and  prosecuted 
by  the  house  of  representatives,  originated  in  the  senate,  and 
was  prosecuted  without  the  aid  or  concurrence  of  the  other 
house.  The  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
was  not  taken  by  the  senators:  the  chief  justice  did  not  preside; 
no  notice  of  the  charge  was  given  to  the  accused;  and  no  op- 
portunity afforded  him  to  respond  to  the  accusation,  to  meet  his 
accusers  face  to  face,  to  cross  examine  the  witnesses,  to  pro- 
cure counteracting  testimony,  or  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 
The  safe-guards  and  formalities  which  the  constitution  has  con- 
nected with  the  power  of  impeachment,  were  doubtless  sup- 
posed by  the  framers  of  that  instrument,  to  be  essential  to  the 
protection  of  the  public  servant,  to  the  attainment  of  justice, 
and  to  the  order,  impartiality,  and  dignity  of  the  procedure. 
These  safe-guards  and  formalities  were  not  only  practically 
disregarded,  in  the  commencement  and  conduct  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, but  in  their  result,  I  find  myself  convicted  by  less 
than  two  thirds^of  the  members  present,  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence. 

In  vain  it  may  be  alledged  in  defence  of  this  proceeding  that 
the  form  of  the  resolution  is  not  that  of  an  impeachment;  or  of 
a  judgment  thereupon;  that  the  punishment  prescribed  in  the 
constitution  does  not  follow  its  adoption,  or  that  in  this  case,  no 
impeachment  is  to  be  expected  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. It  is  because  it  did  not  assume  the  form  of  an  impeach- 
ment, that  it  is  more  palpably  repugnant  to  the  constitution; 
for  it  is  through  that  form  only  that  the  president  is  judicially 
responsible  to  the  senate;  and  though  neither  removal  from  of- 
fice nor  future  disqualification  ensues,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  considered  either 
or  both  of  those  results,  as  constituting  the  whole  of  the  punish- 
ment they  prescribed.  The  judgment  of  guilty  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  union;  the  stigma  it  would  inflict  on  the  offender, 
his  family  and  fame:  and  the  perpetual  record  on  the  journal, 
handing  down  to  future  generations  the  story  of  his  disgrace, 
were  doubtless  regarded  by  them  as  the  bitterest  portions,  if 
not  the  very  essence  of  that  punishment.  So  far,  therefore,  as 
some  of  its  most  material  parts  are  concerned,  the  passage,  re- 
cording and  promulgation  of  the  resolution,  are  an  attempt  to 
bring  them  on  the  president,  in  a  manner  unauthorised  by  the 
constitution.  To  shield  him  and  other  officers  who  are  liable 
to  impeachment,  from  consequences  so  momentous,  except 
when  really  merited  by  official  delinquenciers,  the  constitution 
has  most  carefully  guarded  the  whole  process  of  impeachment. 
A  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives,  must  think  the  of- 
ficer guilty,  before  he  can  be  charged.  Two-thirds  of  the  senate 
must  pronounce  him  guilty,  or  he  is  deemed  to  be  innocent. 
Forty-six  senators  appear  by  the  journal  to  have  been  present 
when  the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  taken.  If,  after  all  the 
solemnities  of  an  impeachment,  thirty  of  those  senators  had 
voted  that  the  president  was  guilty,  yet  would  he  have  been 
acquitted,  but  by  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  a  lasting  record  of  conviction  has  been  entered  up  by 
the  votes  of  twenty-six  senators,  without  an  impeachment  or 
trial; whilst  the  constitution  expressly  declares  that  to  the  en- 
try of  such  a  judgment  an  acccusation  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, a  trial  by  the  senate,  and  a  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  in  the  vote  of  guilty,  shall  be  indispensable  prerequisites. 

Whether  or  not  an  impeachment  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  was  a  point  on  which  the  senate 
had  no  constitutional  right  to  speculate,  and  in  respect  to  which, 
even  had  it  possessed  llie  spirit  of  prophecy,  its  anticipations 
would  have  furnished  no  just  grounds  for  this  procedure. 

Admitting  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  had  been  actually  committed  by  the 
president,  still  it  was  the  duty  of  the  senate,  as  his  sole  consti- 
tutional judges,  to  wait  for  an  impeachment  until  the  other 
house  should  think  proper  to  prefer  it.  The  members  ofthe  se- 
nate could  have  no  right  to  infer  that  no  impeachment  was  in- 
tended. On  the  contrary,  every  lejjal  and  rational  presumption 
on  their  part  ought  to  have  been,  that  if  there  was  good  reason 
to  believe  him  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence,  the  house  of 
representatives  would  perform  its  constitutional  duly,  by  ar- 
raigning the  offender  before  the  justice  of  his  country.  The 
contrary  presumption  would  involve  an  implication  derogatory 
to  the  integrity  and  honor  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
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But  suppose  the  suspicion  thus  implied  were  actually  enter- 
tained, and  for  good  cause,  how  can  it  justify  the  assumption 
by  the  senate  of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  constitution? 

It  is  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  condition  in  which  the  se- 
nate and  the  president  have  been  placed  by  this  proceeding,  to 
perceive  its  utter  incompatibility  with  the  provisions  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  justice. 

If  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there 
is  just  ground  for  the  censure  pronounced  upon  the  president, 
then  will  it  be  the  solemn  duty  of  that  house  to  prefer  the  pro- 
per accusation,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  brought  to  trial  by  the 
constitutional  tribunal.  But  in  what  condition  would  he  find 
that  tribunal.''  A  majority  of  its  members  have  already  consi- 
dered the  case,  and  have  not  only  formed  but  expressed  a  de- 
liberate judgment  upon  its  merits.  It  is  the  policy  of  our  benign 
system  of  jurisprudence,  to  secure,  in  all  criminal  proceedirgs, 
and  even  in  the  most  trivial  litigations,  a  fair,  unprejudiced,  and 
impartial  trial.  And  surely  it  cannot  be  less  important,  that 
such  a  trial  should  be  secured  to  the  highest  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  constitution  makes  the  house  of  representatives  the  ex- 
clusive judges,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  question,  whether 
the  president  has  committed  an  impeachable  offence.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  senate,  whose  interference  with  this  preliminary 
question,  has,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  been  studiously  ex- 
cluded, anticipate  the  action  of  the  house  of  representatives,  as- 
sume not  only  the  function  which  belongs  exclusively  to  that 
body,  but  convert  themselves  into  accusers,  witnesses,  counsel 
and  judges,  and  prejudge  the  whole  case.  Thus  presenting  the 
appalling  spectacle,  in  a  free  state  of  judges  going  through  a  la- 
bored preparation  for  an  impartial  hearing  and  decision,  by  a 
previous  exparte  investigation  and  sentence  against  the  suppos- 
ed offender. 

There  is  no  more  settled  axiom  in  that  government  whence 
we  derived  the  model  of  this  part  of  our  constitution  than,  that 
"the  lords  cannot  impeach  any  to  themselves,  nor  join  in  the 
accusation,  because  they  are  judges."  Independently  of  the  ge- 
neral reason  on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  its  propriety  and 
importance  are  greatly  increased  by  the  nature  of  the  impeach- 
ing power.  The  power  of  arraigning  the  high  officers,  of  go- 
vernment, before  a  tribunal  whose  sentence  may  expel  them 
from  their  seats  and  brand  them  as  infamous,  is  eminently  a  po- 
pular remedy — a  remedy  designed  to  be  employed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  private  right  and  public  liberty,  against  the  abuses  of 
injustice  and  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power.  But  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  were  also  undoubtedly  aware,  that 
this  formidable  instrument  had  been,  and  might  be  abused:  and 
that  from  its  very  nature,  an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  whatever  might  be  its  result,  would  in  most 
cases  be  accompanied  by  so  much  of  dishonor  and  reproach, 
solicitude  and  suffering,  as  to  make  the  power  of  preferring  it, 
one  of  the  highest  solemnity  and  importance.  It  was  due  to  both 
these  considerations,  that  the  impeaching  power  should  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  from  the  mode  of  their  elec- 
tion and  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would  most  accurately  ex- 
press the  popular  will,  and  at  the  same  time  be  most  directly 
and  speedily  amenable  to  the  people. 

The  theory  of  these  wise  and  benignant  intentions  is  in  the 
present  case,  effectually  defeated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate. The  members  of  that  body  represent,  not  the  people,  but 
the  states:  and  though  they  are  undoubtedly  responsible  to  the 
states,  yet,  from  their  extended  term  of  service,  the  effect  of 
that  responsibility,  during  the  whole  period  of  that  term,  must 
very  much  depend  upon  their  own  impressions  of  its  obligatory 
force.  When  a  body,  thua  constituted  expresses,  beforehand, 
its  opinion  in  a  particular  case,  and  thus  indirectly  invites  a 
prosecution,  it  not  only  assumes  a  power  intended  for  wise 
reasons  to  be  confined  to  others,  but  it  shields  the  latter  from 
that  exclusive  and  personal  responsibility  under  which  it  was 
intended  to  be  exercised,  and  reverses  the  whole  scheme  of 
this  part  of  the  constitution. 

Such  would  be  some  of  the  objections  to  this  procndure,  even 
if  it  were  admitted  that  there  is  just  ground  for  imputing  to  the 
president  the  offences  charged  in  the  resolution.  But,  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  charging  them  upon  him,  and  shall 
therefore  deem  it  improper  to  prefer  an  impeachment,  then  will 
the  violation  of  privilege  as  it  respects  that  house,  of  justice  as 
it  regards  the  president,  and  of  the  constitution,  as  it  relates  to 
both,  be  only  the  more  conspicuous  and  impressive. 

The  constitutional  mode  of  procedure  on  an  impeachment 
has  not  OHiy  been  wholly  disregarded,  but  some  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  natural  right  and  enlightened  jurisprudence,  have  been 
violated  in  the  very  form  of  the  resolution.  It  carefully  abstains 
from  averring  inWticAof  "the  late  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  public  revenue,  the  president  has  assumed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws."  It  carefully  abstains  from  specifying  ivhat  laws  or  tvhat. 
parts  of  the  constitution  have  been  violated.  Why  was  not  the 
certainty  of  the  offence — "the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusa- 
tion"— set  out  in  the  manner  required  in  the  constitution,  bo- 
fore  even  the  humblest  individual,  for  the  smallest  crime,  can 
be  exposed  to  condemnation?  Such  a  specification  was  due  to 
the  accused,  that  he  might  direct  his  defence  to  the  real  points 
of  attack;  to  the  people,  that  they  might  clearly  underi:faitd  in 
what  particulars  their  institutions  had  been  violated;  and  to  the 
truth  and  certainty  of  our  public  annuls.     As  the  record  now 


stands,  whilst  the  resolution  plainly  charges  upon  the  president 
at  least  one  act  of  usurpation  in  "the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,"  and  is  so  framed  that 
those  senators  who  believe  that  one  such  act,  and  only  one, 
had  been  committed,  could  assent  to  it,  its  language  is  yet  broad 
enough  to  include  several  such  acts;  and  so  it  may  have  been 
regarded  by  some  of  those  who  voted  for  it.  But  though  the 
accusation  is  thus  comprehensive  in  the  censures  it  implies, 
there  is  no  such  certainty  of  time,  place,  or  circumstance,  as  to 
exhibit  the  particular  conclusion  of  factor  law  which  induced 
any  one  senator  to  vote  for  it.  And  it  may  well  have  happened, 
that  whilst  one  senator  believed  that  some  particular  act  em- 
braced in  the  resolution,  was  an  arbitary  and  unconstitutional 
assumption  of  power,  others  of  the  majority  may  have  deemed 
that  very  act  both  constitutional  and  expedient,  or  if  not  expe- 
dient, yet  still  within  the  pale  of  the  constitution.  And  thus  a 
majority  of  the  senators  may  have  been  enabled  to  concur,  in  a 
vague  and  undefined  accusation,  that  the  president,  in  the 
course  of  "the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue,"  had  violated  the  constitution  and  laws;  whilst,  if 
a  separate  vote  had  been  taken  in  respect  to  each  particular 
act,  included  within  the  general  terms,  the  accusers  of  the  pre- 
sident might,  on  any  such  vote,  have  been  found  in  the  mino- 
rity. 

Still  further  to  exemplify  this  feature  of  the  proceeding,  it  is 
important  to  be  remarked,  that  the  resolution,  as  originally  of- 
fered to  the  senate,  specified,  with  adequate  precision  certain 
acts  of  the  president,  which  it  denounced  as  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws;  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  very  close 
of  the  debate,  and  when,  perhaps,  it  was  apprehended  that  a 
majority  might  not  sustain  the  specific  accusation  contained  in 
it,  that  the  resolution  was  so  modified  as  to  assume  its  present 
form.  A  more  striking  illustration  of  the  soundness  and  neces- 
sity of  the  rules  which  forbid  vague  and  indefinite  generalities, 
and  require  a  reasonable  certainty  in  all  judicial  allegations, 
and  a  more  glaring  instance  of  the  violation  of  those  rules,  has 
seldom  been  exhibited. 

In  this  view  of  the  resolution  it  must  certainly  be  regarded, 
not  as  a  vindication  of  any  particular  provision  of  the  law  or 
the  constitution,  but  simply  as  an  official  rebuke  or  condemna- 
tory sentence,  too  general  and  indefinite  to  be  easily  repelled, 
but  yet  sufficiently  precise  to  bring  into  discredit  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  the  executive.  But  whatever  it  may  have  been 
intended  to  accomplish,  it  is  obvious  that  the  vagae,  general 
and  abstract  form  of  the  resolution,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with 
those  other  departures  from  first  principles  and  settled  improve- 
ments in  jurisprudence,  so  properly  the  boast  of  free  countries 
in  modern  times.  And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  of  the  whole 
of  these  proceedings,  that  if  they  shall  be  approved  and  sustain- 
ed by  an  intelligent  people,  then  will  that  great  contest  with  ar- 
bitrary power,  which  had  established  in  statutes,  in  bills  of 
rights,  in  sacred  charters,  and  in  constitutions  of  government, 
the  right  of  every  citizen,  to  a  notice  before  trial,  to  a  hearing 
before  conviction,  and  to  an  impailial  tribunal  for  deciding  on 
the  charge,  have  been  waged  in  vain. 

If  the  resolution  had  been  left  in  its  original  form,  it  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  it  could  ever  have  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  senate,  for  the  acts  therein  specified  as  violations 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  were  clearly  within  the  limits  of 
the  executive  authority.  They  are  the  "dismissing  the  late  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his 
sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  U.  States  in 
deposite  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  in 
conformity  with  the  president's  opinion;  and  appointing  hia 
successor  to  effect  such  removal — which  has  been  done."  But 
as  no  other  specification  has  been  substituted,  and  as  these 
were  the  "executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  reve- 
nue," principally  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
they  will  doubtless  be  generally  regarded  as  the  acts  intended  to 
be  denounced  as  "an  assumption  of  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  or  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 
It  is  therefore  due  to  the  occasion  that  a  condensed  summary  of 
the  views  of  the  executive  in  respect  to  them,  should  be  here 
exhibited. 

By  the  constitution,  "the  executive  power  is  invested  in  a 
president  of  the  United  States."  Among  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  and  which  he  is  sworn  to  perform,  is  that  of  "taking 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  Being  thus  made 
responsible  for  the  entire  action  of  the  executive  department, 
it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  power  of  appointing,  overseeing 
and  controling  those  who  execute  the  laws— a  power  in  its  na- 
ture executive— should  femain  in  his  hands.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  only  his  right,  but  the  constitution  makes  it  his  duty,  to 
"nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate appoint,"  all  "officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  in  tlie  constitution  otherwise  provided  for,"  with 
a  proviso  that  the  appointment  of  inferior  olficers  may  be  vest- 
ed in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  justice,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments. 

The  executive  power  vested  in  the  senate,  is  neither  that  of 
"nominating"  nor  "appointing."  It  is  merely  a  check  upon 
the  executive  power  of  appointment.  It  individuals  are  pro- 
posed for  appointment  by  the  president,  by  tlit-m  deemed  in- 
competent or  unworthy,  ihey  may  wiihholil  their  consent,  and 
the  appointment  cannot  be  made.  They  oht-.ck  ilie  action  of 
the  executive,  but  cannot,  in  relation  to  those  very  snbjeets, 
net  themselves,  nor  direct  him.  Selections  are  still  made  by 
1  the  proKident,  and  the  neg.itive  given  to  the  senate,  without  di- 
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sniriishing  his  responsibiiity,  furnishea  an  additional  guarantee 
to  the  country  that  the  subordinate  executive,  as  well  as  the 
judicial  offices,  shall  be  filled  with  worthy  and  competent  men. 
The  whole  executive  power  being  vested  in  the  president, 
wlio  is  responsible  for  its  exercise,  it  is  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, that  he  should  have  a  right  to  employ  agents  of  his  own 
choice  to  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  to  dis- 
charge them  when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible  for 
their  acts.  In  strict  accordance  with  this  principle,  the  power 
of  removal,  which,  like  that  of  appointment,  is  an  original  exe- 
cutive power,  is  left  unchecked  by  the  conslilution  in  relation 
to  all  executive  officers,  for  whose  conduct  the  president  is  re- 
sponsible, while  it  is  taken  from  him  in  relation  to  judicial  of- 
ficers, for  whose  acts  he  is  not  responsible.  In  the  governn»ent 
iiom  which  many  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  system 
are  derived,  the  head  of  the  executive  department  originally 
had  power  to  appoint  and  remove  at  will  all  officers,  executive 
and  judicial.  It  was  to  take  the  judges  out  of  this  general  pow- 
er of  removal,  and  thus  make  them  independent  of  the  execu- 
tive, that  the  tenure  of  their  offices  was  changed  to  good  beha- 
viour. Nor  is  it  conceivable,  why  they  are  placed,  in  our  con- 
stitution, upon  a  tenure  different  from  that  of  all  other  officers 
appointed  by  the  executive,  unless  it  be  for  the  same  purpose. 

But  if  there  were  any  just  ground  or  doubt  on  the  face  of  the 
constitution,  whether  all  executive  officers  are  removable  at  llie 
will  of  the  president,  it  is  obviated  by  tiie  contemporaneous 
construction  of  the  instrument,  and  the  uniform  practice  under 
it. 

The  power  of  removal  was  a  topic  of  solemn  debate  in  the 
congress  of  1789,  while  organizing  the  administrative  depart- 
jncnts  of  the  government,  and  it  was  finally  decided,  that  the 
president  derived  from  the  constitution,  the  power  of  removal, 
80  far  as  it  regards  that  department  for  whose  acts  he  is  respon- 
sible. Although  the  debate  covered  the  whole  ground,  embrac- 
ing the  treasury  as  well  as  all  the  other  executive  departments, 
it  arose  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  since  called  the  department  of  state,  a 
clause  declaring  the  secretary  "to  be  removable  from  office  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States."  After  that  motion  had 
been  decided  in  the  negative,  it  was  perceived  that  these  words 
did  not  convey  the  sense  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  re- 
lation to  the  true  source  of  the  power  of  removal.  With  the 
avowed  object  of  preventing  any  future  inference,  that  this  pow- 
er was  exercised  by  the  president  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  con- 
gress, when  in  fact  that  body  considered  it  as  derived  from  the 
constitution,  the  words  which  had  been  the  subject  of  debate 
were  struck  out,  and  in  lieu  thereof  a  clause  was  inserted  in  a 
provision  concerning  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  which 
declared  that  "whenever  the  said  principal  officer  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  other  case  of  vacancy,"  the  chief  cleric  should,  during  such 
vacancy,  have  charge  of  the  papers  of  the  office.  This  change 
having  been  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  declaring  the  sense 
of  congress,  that  the  president  derived  the  power  of  removal 
from  the  constitution,  the  act  as  it  passed  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  a  full  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  legislature  on 
this  important  part  of  the  American  constitution. 

Here  then  we  have  the  concurrent  authority  of  president 
Washington,  of  the  senate,  and  the  house  of  representatives, 
numbers  of  whom  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  convention 
which  framed  the  constitution,  and  in  the  state  conventions, 
which  adopted  it,  that  the  president  derived  an  unqualified 
power  of  removal  from  that  instrument  itself,  which  is  "beyond 
the  reach  ot  legislative  authority."  Upon  this  principle  the  go- 
vernment has  now  been  steadily  administered  for  about  forty- 
five  years,  during  which  there  have  been  numerous  removals 
made  by  the  president  or  by  his  direction,  embracing  every  grade 
of  executive  officers,  from  the  heads  of  departments  to  the 
messengers  of  bureaus. 

The  treasury  department,  in  the  discussions  of  1789,  was  con- 
sidered on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  executive  departments, 
and  in  the  act  establishing  it,  the  precise  words  were  incorpo- 
rated indicative  of  the  sense  of  congress,  that  the  president  de- 
rives his  power  to  remove  the  secretary  from  the  constitntion, 
which  appear  in  the  act  establishing  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs.  An  assistant  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  created,  and 
it  was  provided  that  he  should  take  charge  of  the  books  and  pa- 
pers of  the  department  "whenever  the  secretary  shall  be  remov- 
ed from  office  by  the  president  of  the  United  States."  The  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  being  appointed  by  the  president,  and 
being  considered  as  constitutionally  removable  by  him,  it  ap- 
pears never  to  have  occurred  to  any  one  in  the  congress  of  1789, 
or  since,  until  very  recently,  that  he  was  other  than  an  execu- 
tive officer,  the  mere  instrument  of  the  chief  magistrate  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  subject,  like  all  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments, to  his  supervision  and  control.  No  such  idea  as  an  offi- 
cer of  the  congress  can  be  found  in  the  constitution,  or  appears 
to  have  suggested  itself  to  those  who  organized  the  government. 
There  are  officers  of  each  house,  the  appointment  of  which  is 
authorised  by  the  constitution,  but  all  officers  referred  to  in  that 
instrument,  as  coming  within  the  appointing  power  of  the  pre- 
sident, whether  established  thereby  or  created  by  law,  are  "offi- 
cers of  the  United  States."  No  joint  power  of  appointment  is 
given  to  the  two  houses  of  congress,  nor  is  there  any  accounta- 
bility to  them  as  one  body,  but  as  soon  as  any  office  is  created 
by  law,  of  whatever  name  or  character,  the  appointment  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  fill  it,  devolves  by  the  constitution  upon 


the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  unless    this  importani  trust. 


it  be  an  inferior  office,  and  the  appointment  be  vested  by  the 
law  itself  "in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments." 

But  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, an  incident  occurred  which  distinctly  evinces  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  first  congress  in  the  principle  that  the 
treasury  department  is  wholly  executive  in  its  character  and  re- 
sponsibilities. A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  "to  digest  and  re- 
port plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  for  the  support  of  public  credit,"  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  give  the  executive  department  of  the  government  too 
much  influence  and  power  in  congress.  The  motion  was  not 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  secretary  was  the  officer  of  con- 
gress and  responsible  to  that  body,  which  would  have  been  con- 
clusive, if  admitted,  but  on  other  grounds  which  conceded  his 
executive  character  throughout.  The  whole  discussion  evinces 
an  unanimous  concurrence  in  the  principle,  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  wholly  an  executive  officer,  and  the  struggle 
of  the  minority  was  to  restrict  his  power  as  such. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  treasurer,  register,  comptrollers,  auditors  and  clerks, 
who  fill  the  offices  of  that  department,  have  in  the  practice  of 
the  government,  been  considered  and  treated  as  on  the  same 
footing  with  corresponding  grades  of  officers  in  all  the  other  exe- 
cutive departments. 

The  custody  of  the  public  property,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  legislative  authority,  has  always  been 
considered  an  appropriate  function  of  the  executive  department 
in  this  and  all  other  governments.  In  accordance  with  this 
principle,  every  species  of  property  belonging  to  the  U.  Slates, 
(excepting  that  which  is  in  the  use  of  the  several  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  government,  as  means  to  aid  them  in  per- 
forming their  appropriate  functions),  is  in  charge  of  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  whether  it  be  lands,  or  buildings,  or 
merchandise,  or  provisions,  or  clothing,  or  arms  and  munitions 
of  war.  The  superintendents  and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  responsible  to  him,  and  removable  at 
his  will. 

Public  money  is  but  a  species  of  ptiblrc  property.    It  cannot 
be  raised  by  taxation  or  customs,  nor  brought  into  the  treasury 
in  any  other  way,  except  by  law;  but  whenever  or  howsoevef 
obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been,  and  always  roust  be,  un- 
less the  constitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the  executive  de- 
partment.— No  officer  can  be  created  by  congress  for   the  pur- 
pose of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose  appointment  would  not,  by 
the  constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  president,  and   who 
would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  failhfal  performance  of 
his  duties.    The  legislative  power  may  anrfoubSedly  bind  hira 
and  the  president,  by  any  laws  they  may  think  proper  to  enacts 
they  may  prescribe  in  what  place  particafar  poptions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  shall  be  kept, and  for  what  reason  it  shall  be  removed, 
as  tliey  may  direct  that  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  shalFbe  kepi 
in  particular  stores;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  see 
that  the  law  is  faithfully  executed — yet  will  She  custody  remain 
in  the  executive  department  of  the  government.  Were  the  con- 
gress to  assume,  with  or  without  a  legisialive  act  the  power  of 
appointing  officers  independently  of  the  presfden^t,  to  take  charge- 
and  custody  of  the  public  property  contained  in  th«  military  and 
naval  arsenals,  magazines  and  storehouses,  it  is  believed  thaS 
such  an  act  would  be  regarded  by  all  as  a  palpable  osHTpatron  o5 
executive  power,  subversive  of  the  form  as  well  as  the  fundiv- 
mental  principles  of  our  government.    But  where  is  the  differ^ 
ence  in  principle  whether  the  public  property  be  in  the  form  oi 
arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies  or  in  gold  and  silver,  otf 
bank  notes?    None  can  be  perceived — none  is  believed  to  exists.- 
Congress  cannot,  therefore  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execa- 
tive  department,  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or  mojvey,. 
without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  and  a  subversion  9>f 
the  first  principles  of  the  constitution. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  have  never  passed  an  act 
imperatively  directing  that  the  public  moneys  shall  be  kept  in 
any  particular  place  or  places.  From  the  origin  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  year  1816,  the  statute  book  was  wholly  silent  on 
the  subject.  In  1789,  a  treasurer  was  created,  subordinate  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  through  him  to  the  president. 
— He  was  required  to  give  bond,  safely  to  keep,  and  faithfully 
to  disburse  the  public  moneys,  without  any  direction  as  to  the 
manner  or  places  in  which  they  should  be  kept.  By  reference 
to  the  practice  of  the  government,  it  is  found,  that  from  its  first 
organization,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  president,  designated  the  places  in  which  the 
public  moneys  should  be  kept,  and  specially  directed  all  trans- 
fers from  place  to  place.  This  practice  was  continued,  with 
the  silent  acquiescence  of  congress,  from  1789,  down  to  1816; 
and  although  many  banks  were  selected  and  discharged,  and  al- 
though a  portion  of  the  moneys  were  first  placed  in  the  state 
banks,  and  then  in  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  dissolution  of  that,  were  again  transferred  to  the  state 
banks,  no  legislation  was  thoaght  necessary  by  congress,  and 
all  the  operations  were  originated  and  perfected  by  executive 
authority.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  responsible  to  the 
president,  and  with  his  approbation,  made  contracts  and  ar- 
rangements in  relation  to  the  whole  subject  matter,  whieh  was 
thus  entirely  committed  to  the  direction  of  the  president, under 
his  responsibilities  to  the  American  people,  and  to  those  who 
were  authorised  to  impeach  and  punish  him  for  any  breach  of 
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The  act  of  18]6,  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
directed  the  deposites  of  public  money  to  be  made  in  that  bank 
and  its  branches,  in  places  in  which  the  said  banks  and  branch- 
es thereof  may  be  established,  "unless  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury should  otherwise  order  and  direct,"  in  which  event,  he 
was  required  to  give  his  reasons  to  congress.  This  was  but 
aicoiitinuation  of  his  pie-exitling  powers  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ecutive department,  to  direct  where  the  deposites  should  be 
made,  with  the  superadded  obiijralion  of  giving  his  reasons  to 
congress  for  making  them  elsewliere  tlian  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  that 
this  provision  in  any  degree  altered  the  relation  between  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  president,  as  the  reponsible 
head  of  the  executive  department,  or  released  the  latter  from 
his  constitutional  obligation  to  "lake  care  that  the  laws  be  faiih- 
fully  executed."  On  the  contrary,  it  increased  his  reponsibili- 
ties,  by  adding  another  to  the  long  lists  of  lavvs^  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  carry  into  effect. 

It  would  be  an  extraordinary  result,  if,  because  the  person 
charged  by  law  with  a  public  duty,  is  one  of  the  secretaries,  it 
were  less  thedutyofthe  president  to  see  that  law  faithfully 
executed,  than  otlier  laws  enjoining  duties  upon  subordinate 
officers  or  private  citizens.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  would 
seem  that  the  obligation  is  the  stronger  in  relation  to  the  former, 
because  the  neglect  is  in  his  presence,  and  the  remedy  at  hand. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the  legal  duty  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  to  order  and  diiect  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  be  made  elsewhere  than  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  sufficient  reasons  existed  for  making  change. 
If,  in  such  a  case,  he  neglected  or  refused  to  act,  he  would  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  execute  the  law. 

What  would  then  be  the  sworn  duty  of  the  president.'  Could 
he  say  that  the  constitution  did  not  bind  him  to  see  the  law 
faithfully  executed,  because  it  was  one  of  his  secretaries,  and 
not  himself  upon  whom  the  service  was  specially  imposed? 
Might  he  not  be  asked  whether  there  was  any  such  limitation 
to  his  obligations  prescribed  in  the  constitution.''  Whetiier  he 
is  not  equally  bound  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted, whether  they  impose  duties  on  the  highest  officer  of 
state,  or  the  lowest  subordinate  in  any  of  the  departments.'' 
Might  he  not  he  told,  that  it  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of  causing 
all  executive  officers,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  faithfully 
to  perform  the  services  required  of  them  by  law — that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates  have  made  him  their  chief  magistrate, 
and  the  constitution  has  clothed  him  with  the  entire  executive 
power  of  this  government.''  The  principles  implied  in  these 
questions  appear  too  plain  to  need  elucidation. 

But  here,  also,  we  have  a  cotemporaneous  construction  of 
the  act,  which  shows  that  it  was  not  understood  as  in  any  way 
changing  the  relations  between  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  or  as  placing  the  latter  out  of  executive  control, 
even  in  relation  to  the  deposites  of  the  public  money.  Nor  on 
this  point  are  we  left  to  any  equivocal  testimony.  The  docu- 
ments of  the  treasury  department  show  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  did  apply  to  the  president,  and  obtain  his  approba- 
tion and  sanction  to  the  original  transfer  of  the  public  deposites 
to  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  did  carry  the 
measure  into  effect  in  obedience  to  his  decision.  They  also 
show  that  transfers  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  branches 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  state  banks  at  Chillieothe, 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville  in  1819,  were  made  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  president,  and  by  his  authority.  They  show,  that 
upon  all  important  questions  appertaining  to  his  department, 
whether  they  related  to  the  public  deposites  or  other  matters,  it 
was  the  constant  practice  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ob- 
tain for  his  acts  the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  president. 

These  acts,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  were  founded, 
were  known  to  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  to  con- 
gress, and  the  country,  and,  iiniil  very  recently,  appear  never 
to  have  been  called  in  question. 

Thus  was  it  settled  by  the  constitntion,  the  laws,  and  the 
whole  practice  of  the  government,  that  the  entire  executive 
power  is  vested  in  the  president  of  the  United  States;  that  as 
incident  to  that  power,  the  right  of  appointing  and  removing 
those  officers  who  are  to  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
with  such  restrictions  only  as  the  constitution  prescribes,  is 
vested  in  the  president;  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  one 
of  those  officers;  that  the  custody  of  the  public  property  and 
flfoney  is  an  executive  function,  which,  in  relation  to  the  mo- 
ney, has  always  been  exercised  thrnnsih  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  his  subordinalcp;  that  in  the  pcrforninnre  of  those 
duties,  he  is  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  in  ajl  important  nuMsures  Imving  relation  to  then), 
consults  the  chief  magistrate,  and  obtains  his  ap[)r()val  and 
sanction;  that  the  law  eslahlishing  the  bank,  did  not  as  it  could 
not,  change  the  relalinn  between  the  prcsidcnl  and  the  secreta- 
ry, (lid  not  release  tlu!  former  from  his  f)hiimuion  to  see  the  law 
faithfully  exeeufd,  nor  the  latter  from  tiic  president's  supervi- 
sion and  control;  tlial  afterwards,  and  before,  the  secretary  did 
in  fact  consult,  and  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  i)residrnt,  to 
transfers  and  removals  of  the  pnblio  deposites,  and  that  all  de- 
partments of  the  government,  and  the  nation  ilself,  ajiproved  or 
acquiesced  in  these  acts  and  principles,  as  in  strict  eonlbrmity 
with  our  constitution  and  laws,  niiring  the  last  year,  the  ap- 
proaching termination,  accordins  lo  the  provisions  of  its  char- 
ter, and  the  solemn  decision  of  the  American  people,  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  made  it  expedient,  and  its  exposed 
abuses  and  corrui»tions,  made  it  in  my  opinion,  llie  duly  of  the 


secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  place  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  other  depositories.  The  secretary  did  not  concur  in 
that  opinion,  and  declined  giving  the  necessary  order  and  direc- 
tion. So  glaring  were  the  abuses  and  corruption  of  the  bank, 
so  evident  its  fixed  purpose  to  persevere  in  them,  and  so  palpa- 
ble its  design,  by  its  money  and  power,  to  control  the  govern- 
ment and  change  its  character,  that  I  deemed  it  the  imperative 
duly  of  the  executive  authority,  by  the  exertion  of  every  power 
confided  to  it  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  to  check  its  career, 
and  lessen  its  ability  to  do  mischief,  even  in  the  painful  alter- 
native of  dismissing  the  head  of  one  of  the  departments.  At 
the  time  the  removal  was  made,  other  causes  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify it  existed;  but  if  they  had  not,  the  secretary  would  have 
been  dismissed  for  this  cause  only. 

His  place  I  supplied  by  one  whose  opinions  were  well  known 
to  n)e,  and  whose  frank  expression  of  them,  in  another  situa- 
tion, and  whose  generous  sacrifices  of  interest  and  feeling, 
when  unexpectedly  called  to  the  station  he  now  occupies, 
ought  forever  to  have  shielded  his  motives  from  suspicion,  and 
his  character  from  reproach.  In  accordance  with  tlie  opinions 
long  before  expressed  by  him,  he  proceeded,  with  my  sanction, 
to  make  arrangements  for  depositing  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  other  safe  institutions. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate,  as  originally  framed,  and  as 
passed  if  it  refers  to  these  acts,  presupposes  a  right  in  that  body 
to  interfere  with  this  exercise  of  executive  power.  If  the  prin- 
ciple be  once  admitted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  where  it 
may  end.  If,  by  a  mere  denunciation  like  this  resolution,  the 
president  should  ever  be  induced  to  act,  in  a  matter  of  official 
duty,  contrary  to  the  honest  oonviclions  of  his  own  mind,  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  senate,  the  constitutional 
independence  of  the  executive  department  would  be  as  effectu- 
ally destroyed,  and  its  power  as  effectually  transferred  to  the 
senate,  as  if  that  end  had  been  accomplished  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution. 

But  if  the  senate  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  executive 
powers,  they  have  also  the  right  to  make  that  interference  effec- 
tive; and  if  the  assertion  of  the  power  implied  in  the  resolution 
he  silently  acquiesced  in,  we  may  reasonably  apprehend  that  it 
will  be  followed,  at  some  future  day,  by  an  attempt  at  actual 
enforcement.  The  senate  may  refuse,  except  on  the  condition 
that  he  will  surrender  his  opinions  to  theirs  and  obey  their  will, 
to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions,  to  pass  the  ne- 
cessary laws,  to  sanction  appropriations  proposed  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  lo  confirm  proper  nominations  made  by 
the  president.  It  has  already  been  maintained  (and  it  is  not 
conceivable  that  the  resolution  of  the  senate  can  be  based  on 
any  other  principle)  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  the 
officer  of  congress,  and  independent  of  the  president;  that  the 
president  has  no  risht  to  control  him,  and  consequently  none 
to  remove  him.  With  the  same  propriety,  and  on  similar 
grounds,  may  the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretaries  of  war  and 
navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  each  in  succession,  be  de- 
clared independent  of  the  president,  the  subordinates  of  con- 
gress, and  removable  only  with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate. 
Followed  to  its  consequences,  this  principle  will  be  found  effec- 
tually to  destroy  one  co-ordinate  department  of  the  government, 
to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  senate  the  whole  executive 
power,  and  to  leave  the  president  as  powerless  as  he  would  be 
useless — the  shadow  of  authority,  after  the  substance  had  de- 
parted. 

The  time  and  the  occasion  which  have  called  forth  the  reso- 
lution of  the  senate,  seem  lo  impose  upon  me  an  additional  ob- 
ligation not  to  pass  it  over  in  silence.  Nearly  forty- five  years 
had  the  president  exercised,  without  a  question  as  to  his  right- 
ful authority,  those  powers  for  the  recent  assumption  of  which 
he  is  now  denounced.  The  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war  had 
attended  our  government;  violent  parties,  watchful  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  seeming  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, had  distracted  our  councils;  frequent  removals,  or  forced 
resignations,  in  every  sense  tantamount  to  removals,  had  been 
made  of  the  secretary  and  other  officers  of  the  treasury;  and 
yet,  in  no  one  instance  is  it  known,  that  any  man,  whether  pa- 
triot or  partisan,  had  raised  his  voice  against  it  as  a  violation  of 
the  constitution.  The  expediency  and  justice  of  such  changes, 
in  reference  to  public  officers  of  all  grades,  have  frequently  been 
the  topics  of  discussion;  but  the  constitutional  right  of  the  pre- 
sident to  appoint,  control,  and  remove  the  head  of  the  treasury, 
as  well  as  all  other  departments,  seems  to  have  been  universal- 
ly conceded.  And  \^  liat  is  the  occasion  upon  which  other  prin- 
ciples have  been  first  officially  asserted.'  The  bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  great  moneyed  monopoly,  had  attempted  to 
obtain  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  by  controlling  the  elections  of 
the  people  and  the  action  of  the  government.  The  use  of  its 
corporai(>  funds  and  power  in  that  attempt,  was  fully  disclosed; 
and  it  was  madi!  known  to  the  president  that  the  corporation 
was  puttincj  in  train  the  same  course  of  measures,  with  the 
view  of  making  another  vigorous  effort,  throiisli  an  interference 
in  the  elections  of  the  people,  to  control  public  opinion  and 
force  the  government  to  yield  lo  its  demands. 

This,  with  its  corruption  of  the  press,  its  violation  of  its  char- 
ter, its  exclusion  of  tin;  government  directors  from  its  proceed- 
ings, its  neglert  of  duly  and  arrogant  pretensions,  made  it,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  president,  incompatible  wiih  the  public  in- 
terest and  the  safety  of  our  institutions,  that  it  should  be  longer 
employed  as  the  fiscal  aeeni  of  the  treasury.  A  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  who  had  not 
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been  confirmed  by  that  body,  and  whom  the  president  might  or 
might  not  at  liis  pleasure  nominate  to  tliem,  refused  to  do  wliat 
his  superior  in  the  executive  departuieiit  considered  the  most 
imperative  of  his  duties,  and  became  in  fact,  however  innocent 
his  motives,  the  protector  of  tlie  bank.  And  on  this  occasion 
it  is  discovered  for  the  first  tiine,  that  those  who  framed  the 
constitution  misunderstood  it;  that  the  first  congress  and  all  its 
successors  have  been  under  a  delusion;  that  the  practice  of 
near  forty-five  years  is  but  a  continued  usurpation;  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  is  not  responsible  to  the  president;  and 
that  to  remove  him  is  a  violation  of  the  constiluti(m  and  laws, 
for  which  the  president  deserves  to  stand  forever  dishonored 
on  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

There  are  also  some  other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
discussion  and  passage  of  the  resolution,  to  which  1  feel  it  to 
be,  not  only  my  right,  but  my  duty  to  refer.  It  appears  by  the 
journal  of  the  senate,  that  among  the  twenty-six  senators  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  on  its  final  passage,  and  who  had  sup 
ported  it  in  debate,  in  its  original  form,  were  one  of  the  sena- 
tors from  the  state  of  Maine,  the  two  senators  from  ISlew  Jer- 
sey, and  one  of  the  senators  from  Ohio.  It  also  appears  by  the 
same  journal,  and  by  the  files  of  the  senate,  that  the  legislature 
of  these  states  had  severally  expressed  their  opinions  in  respect 
to  the  executive  proceedings  drawn  in  question  before  the  se- 
nate. 

The  two  branches  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine,  on 
the  ^Sth  of  January,  1834,  passed  a  preamble  and  series  of  reso- 
lutions in  the  following  words: 

"  Whereas,  at  an  early  period  after  the  election  of  Andrew 
Jackson  to  the  presidency,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  uniformly  expressed,  tlie  attention  of  congress 
was  called  to  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank:  And  whereas, 
the  bank  has  transcended  its  chartered  limits  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  business  transactions,  and  has  abandoned  the  ob- 
ject of  its  creation,  by  engaging  in  political  controversies,  by 
wielding  its  power  ami  influence  to  embarrass  the  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government,  and  by  bringing  insolvency  and 
distress  upon  the  commercial  community.  And  whereas,  the 
public  security  from  such  an  institution  consists  less  in  its  pre- 
sent pecuniary  capacity  to  discharge  its  liabilities  than  in  the 
fidelity  with  which  the  trusts  reposed  in  it  have  been  executed: 
And  whereas,  the  abuse  and  misapplication  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred have  destroyed  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  ofli- 
eers  of  the  bank,  and  demonstrated  that  such  powers  endanger 
the  stability  of  republican  institutions:  Therefore,  Resolved, 
That  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  manner  of  their  removal, 
we  recognize  in  the  administration  an  adherence  to  constitu- 
tional rights,  and  the  performance  of  a  public  duty. 

'^Resolved,  That  this  legislature  entertain  the  same  opinion 
as  heretofore  expressed  by  preceding  legislatures  of  this  state, 
that  thebankof  the  Ujiiied  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered." 
'^Resolved,  That  the  senators  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  be  re- 
quested, to  oppose  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank." 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1834,  the  house  of  assembly  and 
council  composing  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
passed  a  preamble  and  a  series  of  resolutions  in  the  following 
words: 

"Whereas  the  present  crisis  in  our  public  affairs  calls  for  a 
decided  expression  of  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  state:  and 
whereas  we  consider  it  the  undoubted  right  of  the  legislature 
of  the  several  states  to  instruct  those  who  represent  their  inter- 
ests in  the  council  of  the  nation,  in  all  matters  which  intimate- 
ly concern  the  public  weal,  and  may  affect  the  happiness  or 
well  being  of  the  people:  Therefore 

"1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  this 
state.  That  while  we  acknowledge  with  feelings  of  devout  gra- 
titude our  obligations  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  nations  for  his  mer- 
cies to  us  as  a  people,  that  we  have  been  preserved  alike  from 
foreign  war,  from  the  evils  of  internal  commotions,  and  the 
machinations  of  designing  and  ambitious  men  who  would  pros- 
trate the  fair  fabric  of  our  union;  that  we  ought,  nevertheless, 
to  humble  ourselves  in  His  presence  and  implore  His  aid  for 
the  perpetuation  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  for  a  conti- 
nuance of  that  unexampled  prosperity  which  our  country  has 
hitherto  enjoyed. 

'"2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
integrity  and  firmness  of  the  venerable  patriot  who  now  holds 
the  distinguished  post  of  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation,  and 
whose  purity  of  purpose  and  elevated  motives  have  so  often  re- 
ceived the  unqualified  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  agitation  and  alarm  the  ex- 
istence of  a  great  moneyed  incorporation,  which  threatens  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  the  government,  and  by  means  of 
its  unbounded  influence  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  to 
scatter  distress  and  ruin  throughout  tlie  community;  and,  that 
we,  therefore,  solemnly  believe  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  be  requested 
to  sustain,  by  their  votes  and  influence,  the  cour.«e  adopted  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Taney,  in  relation  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  deposites  of  the  government  mo- 
neys, believing  as  we  do  the  course  of  the  secretary  to  have 


been  constitutional,  and  that  the  public  good  required  its  adop- 
tion. 

"5.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
Slates." 

On  the  21st  day  of  February  last,  the  legislature  of  the  same 
state  rtiterated  the  opinions  and  instructions  before  given  by 
joint  resolutions,  in  the  following  words: 

^^Resolved  by  the  couyicil  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
A^ec;  Jo'sci/,  I'hat  they  do  adhere  to  the  resolutions  passed  by 
them  on  the  lllli  day  of  January  last,  relative  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
course  of  Mr.  Taney  in  removing  the  government  deposites. 

"Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  iinw  Jersey  have  not  seen 
any  reason  to  depart  from  such  resolutions  since  the  passage 
thereof;  and  it  is  their  wish  that  they  should  receive  from  our 
senators  and  representatives  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  that  attention  and  obedience  which  are  due  to 
the  ojiinion  of  a  sovereign  state  openly  expressed  in  its  legisla- 
tive capacity." 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1834,  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives composing  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  passed  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  in  the  following  words: 

"  Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  will  attempt  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its  ctiarter  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress:  And  whereas  it  is  abundantly  evident 
that  said  bank  has  exercised  powers  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of 
our  free  institutions  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  these  U. 
States:  And  whereas,  there  is  just  reason  to  doubt  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  congress  to  grant  acts  of  incorporation  for 
banking  purposes  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia:  And  where- 
as, we  believe  the  proper  disposal  of  the  public  lands  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  these  United  States,  and 
that  honor  and  good  faith  require  their  equitable  distribution: 
therefore 

"Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  That  we 
consider  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  as  required  by  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  a  proper  sense  of  public  duty  imperiously  demand- 
ed that  that  institution  should  be  no  longer  used  as  a  depository 
of  the  public  funds. 

"Resolved,  also.  That  we  view,  with  decided  disapprobation, 
the  renewed  attempts  in  congress  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain  upon  the  princi- 
ples proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  such  a 
law  would  be  unequal  in  its  operations,  and  unjust  in  its  results. 

"Resolved,  also,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  principles 
set  forth  in  the  late  veto  message  upon  that  subject,  and 

"ilese^yerf.  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent 
the  recharteringof  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  its  removal  of  the  public  deposites;  and  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  a  land  bill  containing  the  principles 
adopted  in  the  act  upon  that  subject,  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  congress. 

"Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  four  senators  have  declared  by  their  votes 
that  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation 
to  the  revenue,  had  been  guilty  of  the  impeachable  offence  of 
"assuming  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  whilst 
the  lesrislalures  of  their  respective  states  had  deliberately  ap- 
proved those  very  proceedings,  as  consistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion, and  demanded  by  the  public  good.  If  these  four  votes  had 
been  given  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  legisla- 
tures, as  above  expressed,  there  would  have  been  but  twenty- 
four  votes  out  of  forty-six  for  censuring  the  president,  and  the 
unprecedented  record  of  his  conviction  could  not  have  been 
placed  upon  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

In  thus  referring  to  the  resolutions  and  instructions  of  state 
legislatures,  I  disclaim  and  repudiate  all  authority  or  design  to 
interfere  with  the  responsibility  due  from  members  of  the  se- 
nate to  their  own  consciences,  their  constituents  and  their 
country.  The  facts  now  stated  belong  to  the  history  of  these 
proceedings,  and  are  important  to  the  just  development  of  the 
principles  and  interests  involved  in  them,  as  well  as  to  the  pro- 
per vindication  of  the  executive  department;  and  with  that  view, 
and  that  view  only,  are  they  here  made  the  topic  of  remark. 

The  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which  denies  to  the 
president  the  power  of  supervising,  directing  and  removing  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  like  manner  with  the  other  execu- 
tive officers,  would  soon  be  manifest  in  practice,  were  the  doc- 
trine to  be  established.  The  president  is  the  direct  representa- 
tive of  the  American  people,  but  the  secretaries  are  not.  If  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  be  independent  of  the  president  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  then  is  there  no  direct  responsibility  to 
the  people  in  that  important  branch  of  this  government,  to  which 
is  committed  the  care  of  the  national  finances.  And  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  corpora- 
tion, body  of  men  or  individuals,  if  a  secretary  shall  be  found  to 
accord  with  them  in  opinion,  or  can  be  induced  in  practice  to 
promote  their  views,  to  control,  through  him,  the  whole  action 
of  the  government,  (so  far  as  it  is  exercised  bv  his  department), 
in  defiance  of  the  chief  magistrate  elected  by  the  people  and  re- 
sponsible to  them. 
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But  the  evil  tendency  of  the  particular  doctrine  adverted  to, 
though  sufficiently  serious,  would  be  as  nothing  in  comparison 
Tvilh  the  pernicious  consequences  which  would  inevitably  flow 
from  the  approbation  and  allowance  by  the  people,  and  the 
practice  by  ihe  senate,  of  the  unconstitutional  power  of  arraign- 
ing and  censuring  the  official  conduct  of  the  executive,  in  the 
manner  recently  pursued.  Such  proceedings  are  eminently  cal- 
culated to  unsettle  the  foundations  of  the  government;  to  dis- 
turb the  harmonious  action  of  its  different  departments,  and  to 
break  down  the  checks  and  balances  by  which  the  wisdom  of 
its  framers  sought  to  ensure  its  stability  and  usefulness. 

The  honest  differences  of  opinion  which  occasionally  exist 
between  the  senate  and  the  president,  in  regard  to  matters  in 
which  both  are  obliged  to  participate,  are  sufficiently  embar- 
lassing.  But  if  the  course  recently  adopted  by  the  senate  shall 
hereafter  be  frequently  pursued,  it  is  not  only  obvious  that  the 
harmony  of  the  relations  between  the  president  and  the  senate 
■will  be  destroyed,  but  that  other  and  graver  effects  will  ulti- 
mately ensue.  If  the  censures  of  the  senate  be  submitted  to  by 
the  president,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  ability  and 
virtue,  and  the  character  and  usefulness  of  his  administration, 
■will  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  real  power  of  the  government 
will  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  body,  holding  their  offices  for  long 
terms,  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to  them  directly  re- 
sponsible. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  illegal  censures  of  the  se- 
nate should  be  resisted  by  the  president,  collisions  and  angry 
■controversies  might  ensue,  discreditable  in  their  progress,  and 
in  the  end  compelling  the  people  to  adopt  the  conclusion,  either 
that  their  chief  magistrate  was  unworthy  of  their  respect,  or 
that  the  senate  was  chargeable  with  calumny  and  injustice. 
Either  of  these  results  would  impair  public  confidence  in  the 
perfection  of  the  system,  and  lead  to  serious  alterations  of  its 
frame  work,  or  to  the  practical  abandonment  of  some  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

The  influence  of  such  proceedings  on  the  other  departments 
of  the  government,  and  more  especially  on  the  states,  could  not 
fail  to  be  extensively  pernicious.  When  the  judges  in  the  last 
resort  of  official  misconduct  themselves  overleap  the  bounds  of 
their  authority,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  what  general 
disregard  of  its  provisions  might  not  their  example  be  expected 
to  produce?  And  who  does  not  perceive  that  such  contempt  of 
the  federal  constitution,  by  one  of  its  most  important  depart- 
ments, would  hold  out  the  strongest  temptation  to  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  state  sovereignties,  whenever  they  shall  sup- 
pose their  just  rights  to  have  been  invaded.'  Thus  all  the  inde- 
pendent departments  of  the  government,  and  the  states  which 
compose  our  confederated  union,  instead  of  attending  to  their 
appropriate  duties,  and  leaving  those  who  may  offend,  to  be  re- 
claimed or  punished  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  constitu- 
tion, would  fall  to  mutual  crimination  and  recrimination,  and 
give  to  the  people  confusion  and  anarchy,  instead  of  order  and 
law;  until  at  length  some  form  of  aristocratic  power  would  be 
established  on  the  ruins  of  the  constitution,  or  the  states  be 
broken  into  separate  communities. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge,  or  to  insinuate,  that  the  present 
senate  of  the  United  States  intend,  in  the  most  distant  way,  to 
encourage  such  a  result.  It  is  not  of  their  motives  or  designs, 
but  only  of  the  tendency  of  their  acts,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  speak. 
It  is,  if  possible,  to  make  senators  themselves  sensible  of  the 
danger  which  lurks  under  the  precedent  set  in  their  resolution, 
and  at  any  rate  to  perform  my  duty,  as  the  responsible  head  of 
one  of  the  coequal  departments  of  the  government,  that  I  have 
been  compelled  to  point  out  the  consequences  to  which  the  dis- 
cussion and  passage  of  the  resolution  may  lead,  if  the  tendency 
of  the  measure  be  not  checked  in  its  inception. 

It  is  due  to  the  high  trust  with  which  I  have  been  charged;  to 
those  who  may  be  called  to  succeed  me  in  it;  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  whose  constitutional  prerogative  has  been 
unlawfully  assumed;  to  the  people  of  the  states;  and  to  the  con- 
stitution they  have  established;  that  I  should  not  permit  its 
provisions  to  be  broken  down  by  such  an  attack  on  the  execu- 
tive department,  without  at  least  some  eflfort  "to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  them."  With  this  view,  and  for  the  reasons 
which  have  been  stated,  I  do  herby  solemnly  protest  against 
the  aforementioned  proceedings  of  the  senate,  as  unauthorized 
by  the  constitution;  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  to  several  of  its 
express  provisions;  subversive  of  that  distribution  of  the  powers 
of  government  which  it  has  ordained  and  established;  destruc- 
tive of  the  checks  and  safeguards  by  which  those  powers  were 
intended,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  controlled,  and  on  the  other  to 
be  protected;  and  calculated  by  their  immediate  and  collateral 
eflTects,  by  their  character  and  tendency,  to  concentrate  in  the 
bands  of  a  body  not  directly  amenable  to  the  people,  a  degree  of 
influence  aiid  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  and  fatal  to 
the  constitution  of  their  choice. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate  contains  an  imputation  upon  my 
private  as  well  upon  my  public  character;  and  as  it  must  stand 
forever  on  their  journals,  I  cannot  close  this  substitute  for  that 
defence  which  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  present  in  the  ordi- 
nary form,  without  remarking,  that  I  have  lived  in  vain,  if  it 
be  necessary  to  enter  into  a  formal  vindication  of  my  character 
and  purposes  from  such  an  imputation.  In  vain  do  I  bear  upon 
my  person,  enduring  memorials  of  that  contest  in  which  Ameri- 
can liberty  was  purchased — in  vain  have  I  since  periled  proper- 
ty, fame,  and  life,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  privileges  so 
dearly  bought — in  vain  am  I  now,withouta  personal  aspiration, 
or  the  hope  of  individual  advantage,  encountering  reeponsibili- 
jlies  and  dangcri!,  from  which,  by  mere  inactivity  in  relation  to 


a  single  point,  I  might  have  been  exempt — if  any  serious  doubts 
can  be  entertained  as  to  the  purity  of  my  purposes  and  motives. 
If  I  had  been  ambitious,  I  should  have  sought  an  alliance  with 
that  powerful  institution  which  even  now  aspires  to  no  divided 
empire.  If  I  had  been  venal,  I  should  have  sold  myself  to  its 
designs — had  I  prefered  personal  comfort  and  official  ease  to 
the  performance  of  my  arduous  duty,  I  should  have  ceased  to 
molest  it.  In  the  history  of  conquerors  and  usurpers,  never, 
in  the  fire  of  youth,  nor  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  could  I  find 
an  attraction  to  lure  me  from  the  path  of  duty;  and  now,  I 
shall  scarcely  find  an  inducement  to  commence  their  career  of 
ambition,  when  gray  hairs  and  adecayingframe,  instead  of  invi- 
ting to  toil  and  battle,  call  me  to  the  contemplation  of  other 
worlds,  where  conquerors  cease  to  be  honored,  and  usurpers 
expiate  their  crimes. 

The  only  ambition  I  can  feel,  is  to  acquit  myself  to  Him  to 
whom  I  must  soon  render  an  account  of  my  stewardship;  to 
serve  my  fellow  men,  and  live  respected  and  honored  in  the 
history  of  my  country.  No;  the  ambition  which  leads  me  on, 
is  an  anxious  desire, and  a  fixed  determination,  to  return  to  the 
people,  unimpaired,  the  sacred  trust  they  have  confided  to  my 
charge;  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  constitution  and  preserve  it 
from  further  violation;  to  persuade  my  countrymen,  so  far  as  I 
may,  that  it  is  not  in  a  splendid  government,  supported  by  pow- 
erful monopolies  and  aristocraiical  establishments,  that  they 
will  find  happiness,  or  their  liberties  protection;  but  in  a  plain 
system,  void  of  pomp,  protecting  all,  and  granting  favors  to  none 
— dispensing  its  blessings  like  the  dews  of  heaven,  unseen  and 
unfelt,  save  in  the  freshness  and  beauty  they  contribute  to  pro- 
duce. It  is  such  a  govenment  that  the  genius  of  our  people  re- 
quires— such  an  one  only  under  which  our  states  may  remain 
for  ages  to  come,  united,  prosperous,and  free.  If  the  Almighty 
Being  who  has  hitherto  sustained  and  protected  me,  will  but 
vouchsafe  to  make  my  feeble  powers  instrumental  to  such  a  re- 
sult, I  shall  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  place  to  be  assigned 
me  in  the  history  of  my  country,  and  die  contented  with  the  be- 
lief, that  I  have  contributed,  in  some  small  degree,  to  increase 
the  value  and  prolong  the  duration,  of  American  liberty. 

To  the  end  that  the  resolution  of  the  senate  may  not  be  here- 
after drawn  into  precedent,  with  the  authority  of  silent  acquies- 
cence on  ihe  part  of  the  executive  department;  and  to  the  end, 
also,  that  my  motives  and  views  in  the  executive  proceedings 
denounced  in  that  resolution,  may  be  known  to  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  the  world,  and  to  all  posterity,  I  respectfully  request 
that  this  message  and  protest  naay  be  entered  at  length  on  the 
journals  of  the  senate.  ANDREW    JACKSON. 

Ji'prU  I5th,  1834. 

[The  preiceding,  we  understand,  is  from  the  amended  copy. 
See  the  journal  of  the  senate,  &c.] 

IN   THE    SENATE — APRIL  21. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  certain  passages  contained  in 
my  message  and  protest,  transmitted  to  the  senate  on  the  llth 
instant,  may  be  misunderstood,  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  to  deny,  in  the  said  message,  the  power  and 
right  of  the  legislative  department  to  provide  by  law  for  the  cus- 
tody, safe  keeping,  and  disposition  of  the  public  money  and  pro- 
perty of  t4ie  United  States. 

Although  I  am  well  satisfied  that  such  a  construction  is  not 
warranted  by  any  thing  contained  in  that  message,  yet  aware, 
from  experience,  that  detached  passages  of  an  argumentative 
document,  when  disconnected  from  their  context,  and  consi- 
dered without  reference  to  previous  limitations,  and  the  parti- 
cular positions  they  were  intended  to  refute  or  to  establish,  may 
be  made  to  bear  a  construction  varying  altogether  from  the  sen- 
timents really  entertained  and  intended  to  be  expressed;  and 
deeply  solicitous  that  my  views  on  this  point  should  not,  either 
now  or  hereafter,  be  misapprehended,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to 
the  gravity  of  the  subject,  to  the  great  interests  it  involves,  and 
to  the  senate,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  embrace  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  make  this  communication. 

I  admit,  without  reserve,  as  I  have  before  done,  the  cojistitu- 
tional  power  of  the  legislature  to  provide  by  law  the  place  or 
places  in  which  the  public  money  or  oH>er  property  is  to  be  de- 
posited: and  to  make  such  regulations  concerning  its  custo+fy, 
removal  or  disposition,  as  they  may  think  proper  to  enact.  Nor 
do  I  claim  for  the  executive  any  right  to  the  possession  or  dis- 
position of  the  public  property  or  treasure,  or  any  authority  to 
interfere  with  the  same,  except  when  such  possession,  disposi- 
tion, or  authority,  is  given  to  him  by  law;  nor  do  I  claim  the 
right  in  any  manner  to  supervise  or  interfere  with  the  person 
entrusted  with  such  property  or  treasure,  unless  he  be  an  officer 
whose  appointment,  under  the  constitution  and  laws,  is  devolv- 
ed upon  the  president  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  senate, 
and  for  whose  conduct  he  is  constitutionally  responsible. 

As  the  message  and  protest  referred  to  may  appear  on  the 
journal  of  the  senate,  and  remain  among  the  recorded  docu- 
ments of  the  nation,  I  am  unwilling  that  opinions  should  be  i»J-s 
puted  to  me,  even  through  misconstruction,  which  are  not  con- 
tained in  it;  and  more  particularly  am  1  solicitous  that  I  may 
not  be  supposed  to  claim  for  myself,  or  my  successors,  any  pow- 
er or  authority  not  clearly  granted,  by  the  constitution  and  lawa, 
to  the  president.  I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  that 
this  communication  may  be  considered  a  part  of  that  message, 
and  that  it  may  be  entered  therewith  on  the  journals  of  the  se- 
nate. ANDREW  JACKSON. 
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To  dispose  of  some  portion  ofa  large  quantity  of  mat- 
ter which  has  accumulated  in  type  (being  postponed 
last  week  and  in  the  present),  we  shall,  with  oui-  next 
number,  issue  a  supplement  to  this,  and  be  also  compel- 
led to  give  others  to  keep  decently  posted-np  in  our  re- 
cord of  public  papers  and  proceedings. 


The  president,  it  appears,  again  nominated  the  old 
bank  directors  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  senate — and, 
OQ  Thursday  evening  last, (the  injunction  of  secrecy  being 
removed),  we  learn  that  they  were  again  rejected  by  the 
great  vote  of  30  to  11.  The  proceedings  on  their  case 
will  soon  be  published. 

The  votes  are  not  given,  and  the  absentees  are  un- 
known. It  is  stated  tiiat  Messrs.  JMoore,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia,  and  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  voted  with  the 
niajority. 

There  are  several  fearful  reports  in  circulation — such 
as  that  the  president  will  issue  a  proclamation  as  soon  as 
the  senate  decides  not  to  receive  his  protest,  and  that  a 
gathering  is  already  making  at  Washington  to  support 
him,  in  certain  ultenor  measures.  We  question  the  pro- 
priety of  mentioning  such  things,  unless  there  should  be 
a  very  good  foundation  for  them — but  as  they  have  been 
freely  intimated,  we  think  it  right  to  notice  them;  ob- 
serving, however,  that  in  times  of  such  high  excitement 
as  the  present,  the  people  should  receive  like  reports 
with  great  caution — for  tJiey  are,  indeed,  of  awful  im- 
port. 

It  is  freely  stated  that  a  clause  will  be  inserted  in  the 
general  a"ppropriation  bill,  forbidding  the  payment  of 
their  salaries  to  persons  in  office,  whose  appointment 
shall  not  have^een  approved  by  the  senate^ 

The  United  States  insurance  company,  at  Baltimore, 
■  stopped' Da^ment  on  Wednesday  last.     .'  , 

ThJB^rfyBnpany,  and  anoth*  establishiment  in  the  same 
streC^we  believe  are  on  the  principle  of  the  "Life  and 
Fire  insurance  company,"  which,  some  time  ago,  "flou- 
rished" its  bri-ef  day,  and  died  in  New  York.  If  we  are 
rightly  informed  of  the  nature  and  operation  of  these  in- 
surance companies,  they  run  thus:  a  person  wishing  to 
"raise  the  wind,"  and  distrusting  the  credit  of  his  own 
note,  or  to  prevent  its  exposure  in  the  "market,"  or 
having  securities  of  any  description,  or  goods  or  other 
property,  deposites,  or  makes  a  lien  of,  such  notes,  secu- 
rities, goods  or  property  with  the  insurance  company, 
promising  the  payment  or  redemption  of  them  at  a  parti- 
cular time — on  which,  as  agreed  upon,  and  for  a  certain 
per  centum  charged,  the  insurance  company  issues  what 
is  called  impolicy,  promising  payment  on  a  certain  day  of 
the  amount  stipulated;  whiclj  policy  goes  into  the  "mar- 
ket," instead  of  the  credit  or  property  of  the  insured. 
The  selling  price  of  these  policies,  (whose  parent,  or  at 
least  nurse,  was  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States),  has  been  from  li^ 
to  2^  per  cent,  per  month,  discount — and,  at  this  rate^ 
there  is  reason  lo  believe  that  several  millions  have  been 
SHAVED  in  Baltimore  within  the  period  of  the  last  six 
months.  It  might  have  endured  yet  a  while  longer,  per- 
haps— but  confidence  in  these  policies  declined,  or  tlieir 
amount  was  greater  than  tlie  state  of  the  money  market 
•would  bear,  and  it  became  difficult  to  sell  them;  and  then 
it  naturally  followed,  that,  as  the  iiisured  co\Wd  not  raise 
funds  to  meet  their  obligations,  the  insurers  were  render- 
ed unable  to  comply  with  theirs,  and  the  parties  fell  to- 
gether— though  in  fact,  either  party,  or  both  parties, 
may  be,  or  would  be,  entirely  solvent  in  a  different  state 
of  affairs,  when  credit  and  7noney  should  be  nearly  syno- 
liymousterms,  which  they  are  not  now  ! ! ! 

On  the  subject  of  certain  things  which  have  happened 
in  the  management  of  credits  in  this  city,  for  some 
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moilths  past,  perhaps,  we  shall  feel  it  a  public  duty  to 
speak  fiet'ly.  If  the  whole  could  be  Unravelled,  strange 
tales  would  be  unfolded  !  But  we  think  it  best,  at  i)rescnt, 
to  refrain,  that  honest  men  may  escape,  if  it  be  possible, 
some  greater  proportion  of  the  suffering  that  impends 
on  account  of  the  derangement  of  the  money  inarkct,  than 
they  probably  would  do  under  the  exposure  of  specula- 
tors and  gamblers  and  shavers,  as  suggested. 


We  present  the  views  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
as  to  the  future  regulations  of  the  cuirency.  We  think 
they  are  defective,  in  several  material  points — even  if 
practical  men,  and  others,  who  have  reflected  upon  the 
principles  of  currency  and  laws  of  excliange,  should  ad- 
mit the  POSSIBILITY  of  some  of  the  facts  propoaed.  I'be 
state  banks  cannot,  and,  if  they  can,  will  not,  furnish 
us  with  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  value  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  nor  carry  on  the  interior  com- 
merce of  the  country,  as  dependent  upon  the  prompti- 
tude and  safety  of  exchanges  of  values.  '^Yhe  individrtal 
interest,  or  particiUar  condition,  of  each  of  the  indepen- 
dent banks,  forbids  the  hope  that,  by  any  possible  ar- 
rangement, they  can  be  brought  to  act  together,  for  a 
common  purpose.  Such  an  event  never  has  happened, 
and  never  will,  over  so  wide  a  country  as  the  United 
States.  Thei-e  are  pai-ts  of  the  secretary's  letter,  however, 
that  we  most  heartily  approve  of — such  as  fixing  a  jjtst 
valuation  on  our  gold  coins,  and  the  abolition  of  small 
bank  notes,  as  long  since  suggested  by  us. 

But  we  think  that  the  general  effect  of  the  plan  mnst 
be  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  many  new  batiks,  or 
fresh  manufactories  of  paper  money.  Much  alarm  is  ex- 
pressed at  the  power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
Bfecause  of  the  amount  of  its  capital — 35  millions;  but  the 
contemplated  creation  of  certain  new  state  banks,  with 
■proposed  aggregate  capitals  of  some  75  or  80  millions, 
did  not  ai^il  startle  these  alarmed  individuals!  Is  it  not 
better>ft  have  one  "monster"  than  ten  monsters?  One 
whose  inte.rest  is  the  prosperity  of  the  -whole  people  of 
the  country,  or  ten  whose  power  is  in  action  against  one 
another,  for  the  benefit  of  adverse  sets  of  ganibling  spe- 
culators? The  power  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States 
may  be  restrained,  and  ought  to  be  restrained,  if  rechar- 
teied — but  how  is  the  power  of  the  state  banks,  charged 
with  the  keeping  of  the  public  money,  to  be  restrained? 
Why,  the  right  of  congress  to  inquire  even  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  deposite  bank 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  "questioned"  by  some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  anti-bank  party  in  congress,  though 
chartered  by  congress!  Many  of  the  local  banks  are  ad- 
mitted to  act  on  old  fasliioned  and  just  principles  of  bank- 
ing, their  management  being  in  the  hands  of  intelligent 
and  worthy  men — 'but  the  nature  of  tlieir  constitution, 
and  the  laws  which  govern  tlie  currency,  incapacitate 
them  to  carry  on  the  exchanges,  unless  at  ruinous  rates- 
rates  equal,  in  practice,  to  the  cost  of  transporting  specie 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  balances  accumulate;  but 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exchanges  which  it 
made  in  one  year;  (250  millions!)  to  and  from  distant 
l)laces,  chargefl  only  an  average  rate  of  one-eleventh  of 
one  per  cent,  which,  certainly  shewsthata  small  expense, 
only,  coiild  have  been  incurred  in  transmission  of  specie 
else  the  bank  would  have  lost  much  money  by  its  ex- 
changes, and  these  give  life  and  vigor  to  business — money, 
coin,  deposited  at  New  Orleans,  being  made  available  at 
Poi'tland,  without  trouble  or  risk  to  the  owner,  or  even 
at  Canton,  through  the  parent  bank  at  Philadelphia. 
Sucli  is  the  effect  of  harmonious  co-operations,  which 
may  thus  be  exemplified,  for  an  example:  the  cashier  of 
the  office  of  the  bank  at  New  York  notifies  the  cashier  of 
the  parent  bank  in  Philadelphia,  that  a  million  of  dol- 
lars is  required  by  the  merchants  of  New  York  to  pur- 
chase cotton,  atN.  Orleans.  The  cashier  at  Philadelphia, 
by  order  of  the  board,  informs  the  cashier  at  N.  Orleans 
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tliat  sucli  draaghts  will  be  upon  him,  and  directs  the  pur- 
cliase  of  bills  on  the  north  more  freely,  if  offered,  or  a 
restriction  of  the  domestic  loans,  that  he  may  meet  this 
new  demand,  as  rendered  necessary  by  the  actnal  condi- 
tion of  the  New  Orleans  office;  and  so  the  million  sold  at 
New  York,  is  paid  at  New  Orleans,  and  repaid  at  New 
York,  withont  the  passing  of  a  single  silver  dollar  between 
the  two  cities,  the  bills  either  way,  being  hetter  than  coi?i, 
at  either  place,  as  needed.*  But  the  state  deposite  banks, 
each  acting  for  itself  only,  cannot  proceed  thus,  unless 
to  a  very  limited  extent,  and  are  altogetlier  incompetent 
to  afford  those  J'aciiilii-s  upon  which  the  mighty  internal 
trade  of  the  country  depends.  Such  are  the  results  of 
experience  against  "the  experiment"  that  is  making — and 
sueli  they  must  be. 

We  have  heard  some  curious  anecdotes  of  certain  of 
the  "perish  credit"  members  of  congress.  None  of  them 
send  any  portion  of  their  jiay  home  in  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  Metropolis!' — and  they  will  take  precious  care,  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  to  carry  with  them  their  surplus 
money  remaining  in  notes  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  They  ivill  not  suffer  their  oivn  money  to 
'■'■perish^^  in  their  pockets,  out  of  the  d  ar  sweet  regard 
that  they  have  for  the  '■'•poor,^^  or  in  earnest  of  their  o-wn 
belief  in  truth  of  those  doctrines  xvhich  they  support  in  the 
house!    No — 'veriiy,  no! 

The  late  proceedings  at  Baltimore  have  offended  Mr. 
Forsych,  and  he  has  arraigned  the  people  before  tlie  se- 
nate, especially  on  account  of  gathering  on  Sunday,  when 
Messrs.  Webster  and  Jiinney  briefly  addressed  them. 
He  is  charged  with  liaving  said  that  they  made  a 
"wretclied  clamor,"  as  being  "factious"  and  "almost 
gnilty  of  treason;"  but  on  the  following  day- 
Mr.  Forsyth  rose  against  fearful  odds,  but  he  recollected  a 
saying  of  tlie  poet,  that  "thrice  is  he  armed  that  hath  a  quarrel 
just."  He  did  not  say  that  tlie  nn>etirigiti  B.Uiiinore  was  a  fac- 
tion, but  that  they  weie  prompted  by  factious  feehngs.  Ho 
spoke  not  of  treason  either,  hut  of  designs  tu  exasperate  the 
people  to  treasonable  acts,  unless  they  submitted  to  the  power 
of  a  great  moneyed  corporation.  Here  Mr.  F.  read  a  passage 
from  a  Baltimore  piiper  to  sustain  this  remark. 

Mr.  Webster  s;iid  that,  as  allusion  had  been  made  to  occur- 
rences in  which  !)c  had  some  part,  he  would  state,  that  when 
he  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  he  heard 
of  the  late  cxiraurdinaty  occurrence  in  sending  the  protci-j, 
here,  which  induced  him  to  come  on  to  Wasliingt^on  without 
delay.  When  iie  arrived  at  Baltimore,  he  saw  a  great  multi- 
ln»je  of  people  assemhlcd;  they  were  not  noisy  or  clamorous, 
but  a  deep  feeling  seemed  to  pervade  them.  When  the  boat 
reached  the  wharf,  a  venerable  person  came  on  board  and  said 
to  him,  these  were  revolutionary  times,  and  the  people  had 
come  down  to  express  their  hopes  and  fears.  They  were  not 
exasperated  by  a  spirit  of  faction,  but  tht'y  felt  an  exasperation 
of  patriotism;  they  were  exasperated  by  suffering,  by  threats  of 
usurpation,  feelings  which  called  crowds  to  the  streets,  though 
it  was  Sunday.  These  masses  of  people  assembled  from  the 
general  spirit  and  feeling  of  oppression,  fi.'aring  the  worst.  But 
the  streets  of  Baltimore  were  filled  by  this  spirit  of  faction,  and 
against  whom.'  That  city  was  remarkable  for  its  hospitality, 
its  virtue,  its  high  spirit  of  patriotism  and  enterprise,  and  its 
forrher  devotion  to  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  vvas  moved 
by  no  spirit  of  faction. 

On  which  the  "B.-^ltiraore  Gazette"  remarks — 
We  cannot  answer  for  the  secret  intentions  or  feelings  of  the 
meeting  in  Baliimore  described  by  Mr.  Forsyth  as  prompted  by 
factious  feelings,  but  to  our  own  knowledge  the  assemblage 
who  received  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Binncy,  on  Sunday  last, 
comprised  n)any  of  our  most  estimable  citizens,  and  was  gener- 
ally composed  of  persons  as  respectable  in  appearance,  and  as 
orderly  in  deportment,  as  could  be  collected  together  in  any 
city,  on  an  occasion  of  public  interest  and  moment.  Thoy  cer- 
tainly did  not  deserve  the  apixMlation  used  by  Mr.  Forsyth  in 
another  part  of  his  rrniarks,  of  a  "brawling  crowd." 

•3t5"Previous  to  Mr.  /^orst/ZA's  explanations,  Mr.  Cham- 
bers earnestly  defended  the  characterof  the  Baltimorcans. 
Certainly,  ours  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  peaceable 
and  orderly  cities  in  the  world;  and,  whatever  objections 
may  be  made  to  the  gathering  to  meet  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Binnej',  a  more  respectable  and  better  behaved  peo- 
ple cannot  be  found,  than  was  shewn  on  that  occasion. 

[We  have  since  received  a  full  report  of  these  debates, 
but  cannot  make  room  for  it  now.] 

*It  is  proper,  liowever,  to  add  that  this  late  state  of  things  is 
much  embarrassed  by  the  existing  hostile  acts  of  "the  govern- 
ment," and  that  ihu  banU  is  comt>eIIcd,  in  many  cases,  to  rely 
on  coin,  for  the  rH;;ulaiion  of  exchanges. 


Mr.  McBuffie  reached  Baltimore  in  the  aftornoon  of 
Saturday  last,  on  his  return  to  Washington,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  from  1,500  to  2,000  people,  who  were  waiting 
on  the  wharf  for  the  purpose.  He  was  escorted  to  the 
City  Hotel,  and,  from  the  steps,  adilressed  the  crowd, 
(now  increased  to  about  3,000  persons),  in  as  earnest  a 
speech,  perhaps,  as  he  ever  pronounced — and  the  man- 
ner of  its  delivery  was  not  less  forcible  than  the  matter 
of  his  remarks.  Mr.  McD.  spoke  for  about  half  an 
hour;  and,  while  at  one  moment  he  produced  a  roar  of 
laughter,  in  the  next  he  commanded  the  entire  attention 
of  the  audience,  or  elicited  loud  shouts  of  applause. 

I'he  brief  addi-esses  of  Messrs.  Webster,  Binney, 
McDufiie  and  Preston,  to  assembled  multitudes  inBalli- 
nu)re,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received, 
shew  a  new  state  of  feelings  and  of  things  in  this  city. 
VVhen  Mr.  McUuffie  said  that  ten  days  after  the  entrance 
of  soldiers  into  the  senate  chan^ber,  to  send  the  setiators 
home,  that  200,000  volunteers  would  be  in  Washington 
— there  Mas  such  a  shout  as  we  iiave  seldom  before 
heard. 

Concerning  the  appointment  and  duration  of  officers, 
the  "Globe,"  in  replying  to  the  charge  that  the  presi- 
dent has  violated  the  constitution  in  so  long  withholding 
from  the  senate  the  nominations  of  sevei^al  members  of 
the  present  cabinet,  quotes  the  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion empowering  the  president  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  grant- 
ing commissiujis  -which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session. 

This  goes  to  the  extent,  tliat  the  president  may  fill  the 
offices  perpetually,  unless  a  vacancy  happens  during  the 
sittings  of  the  senate;  and  Mr.  Taney,  for  an  example, 
?»«]/ remain  in  his  place,  though  not  approved,  during 
the  whole  of  the  presidential  term: — 'for  Mr.  T.  may  re- 
sign, and  be  reappointed,   the  day  after  the  rising  of  con- 


The  prompt  submission  of  Mr.  Hives  to  the  "right  of 
instruction"  by  the  legislature  of  a  .state,  by  way  of  an 
appeal  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  being  accepted  of  in 
the  recent  elections,  brought  up  some  extracts  from  the 
"Richmond  Enquirer"  of  Jan.  13,  1820^  of  which  it  is 
only  necessary  to  use  the  following: 

Resolutions,  debate  and  vote  on  the  Alissouri  question  and  right  of 
instruction. 

The  4th  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Miller,  ot JPowhattan, 
from  a  select  committee  on  l\\h  Missouri  question,  imtructed  the 
senators  uf  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  imposition  of  relictions 
upon  the  state  of  Missouri,  on  entering  the  union. 

Tlie  4th  resolution  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Henry 
Carringion,  of  Charlotte,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
therefrom  the  words,  instructing  the  senators  of  Virginia  in 
congress. 

Mr.  Carrington  contended  that  the  legi.slature  had  no  right  to 
instruct  them  on  a  constitutional  subject.  They  being  by  their 
oaths  bound  to  support  the  constitution,  the  legislature  could 
not  dictate  to  them  on  questions  of  conscience. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  I'owhaitan,  contended  it  had  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  Virginia  to  instruct  her  senators;  it  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Patrick  Henry;  and  now,  when  Pennsylvania  had 
just  abandoned  the  doctrine,  it  was  peculiarly  incumbeul  upon 
us  to  adhere  to  it. 

Ml.  Stevenson  (Andrew)  hoped  we  should  not  in  this  case, 
imitate  the  conduct  of  Pennsylvania;  and  believing  the  right  of 
nislruction  to  be  a  vital  one,  he  should  move  for  the  ayes  and 
noes. 

Mr.  Sclden  (present  register  of  the  land  office)  expressed  him- 
self strongly  in  favor  of  the  riglil  of  instruction — that  even  Mr. 
Giles,  the  Ajax  Telamon  of  the  other  side,  admitted  the  power 
of  the  legislature  to  instruct,  though  he  asserted  the  right  of  thtt 
senator  to  judge  in  the  last  resort. 

Mr.  RIVES  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  right  of  instruction: 
heremaiked  that  the  doctrim;  set  up  by  Mr.  Giles,  involved  a 
quibbli-  unworthy  of  his  distinguished  niitid;  that  what  we 
mean  by  the  liulit  of  instruction  was,  that  we  might  conunand 
the  senator,  and  that,  he  was  liound  to  obey. 

The  question  was  put  upon  Mr.  Carrington's  motion,  and  it 
was  rejected,  ayes  38,  noes  142. 

Mr.  Hives  was  one  of  the  thirty-eight  who  voted  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leigh  was  elected  a  senator  from  Virginia  by  a 
majority  of  twelve  votes,  and  certain  papers  say  that  the 
"clear  gain  against  him"  is  already  sixteen;  so  Mr.  L. 
will  7wt  be  re-elected,  and  his  jieriod  of  service  expires 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1835  !     But — though  it  appeal  s  pio- 
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bable  that  the  senate  of  Virginia  will  remain  as  it  was, 
other  papers  inform  us,  that  the  returns  as  heard  from 
shew  68  delegates  cliosen  who  will  certainly  vote  for 
liim,  and  35  delegates  who  mai}  not  vote  for  him,  the 
■whole  number  heing  134. 

Mr.  Ritchie  is  much  distressed  about  these  things — 
but  says  that  Virginia  will  go  against  a  recharter  of  the 
bank,  and  vindicate  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 
"Blessed  are  lliey  who  bring  consolation!" 
The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Amherst  (pub- 
lished in  the  "Knquirer"),  may  shew  the  manners  of  the 
times: 

"The  election  for  Amherst  is  ovrr,  and  her  democracy  "lies 
prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  bank."  'J'ln<  inyrniiilons  of  power 
in  Lynchburg,  tmldiiig  a  fair  portion  of  the  county  in  "bond?," 
and  owning  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  her  si)il,  poured  Jbrth 
their  utmost  strength — the  Jupiter  of  aristocracy 

"Shook  his  ambrosial  locks,  and  gave  the  nod, 
The  stamp  of  fate  and  fiat  of  a  God." 

It  is  supposed  that  the  house  of  delegates  will  stand 
ab^ut  50  "Jackson" and  84  "opposition."  There  is  stiil 
a  "Jfackson"  majority  of  2  in  the  senate,  as  heretofore. 
The  effect  of  the  "protest,"  however,  on  the  members 
elected  before  it  was  received  in  Virginia,  is  yet  to  be 
seen.  The  "Enquii-er"  freely  admits  that  it  has  been 
adverse  to  the  administration. 

The  "Whig"  has  added  up  the  returns  of  the  first  52 
counties  received,  and  says  tliat,  in  1832,  they  gave  a  ma- 
jority of  about  10,000  to  "Jackson  and  Van  Bureu" — but 
now  a  majority  of  3,257  against  them. 

In  Westmoreland,  "the  native  county  of  WasMngton,'''' 
the  late  member  has  been  dismissed,  and  a  decided  anti- 
admhiistration  man  put  in  his  place,  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  two  to  one. 

At  the  holding  of  the  election  in  Jefferson  county,  the 
people  also  voted  for  or  against  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites — the  votes  taken  were  299 — to  wit:  for  275,  against 
34. 

The  steamboat  arrived  yesterday  at  Baltimore,  brought 
returns  of  the  election,  in  Accomack.  The  vote  is  report- 
ed 2  to  1  against  "Jackson" — last  year  it  was  nearly 
divided.  Tl»e  "protest,"  however,  arrived  only  on  the 
day  of  the  election. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  way  of  reproof,  that  a  Tennessee 
member  of  congress  franked  many  packages  of  political 
matters  to  certain  persons  in  Virginia,  ^nsX.  previous  to 
the  late  election.  This  is  not  a  new  thing.  Nearly 
every  voter  in  one  of  the  election  districts  in  Maryland, 
some  few  years  ago,  was  supplied  with  such  matters  by 
favor  of  a  member  of  congress  from  Kentucky,  three 
hundred  packages  arriving  by  one  mail. 

It  is  stated  that  every  county  in  Mr.  Speaker  Steven- 
son^s  district,  has  entered  a  "protest"  against  the  politi- 
cal course  pursue^d  by  him,  by  electing  anti-Jackson 
members  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  having  dismiss- 
ed even  Mr.  Roane,  who  was  one  of  the  cliiefs  of  the 
party  in  the  late  house  of  delegates,  and  also  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  Virginia.  Will  Mr.  S. 
receive  this  "instruction?" 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  if  the  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  congress  were  now  to  take  place,  that  a  large  ma- 
jority would  be  returned  opposed  to  "the  experiment," 
and  other  proceedings  of  "the  government."  There 
would  be  three  changes  in  JMaryland — perhaps  four,  or 
of  all  who  support  these  proceedings. 

The  following  article,  with  all  its  capitals  and  italics, 
is  copied  from  the  "New  York  Standard,"  the  official  in 
that  city.  It  needs  no  comiBent.  It  refers  to  the  re- 
ception of  ihe  protest. 

Guilt  and  terror  were  depicted  on  the  countenances  of  the 
USURPERS  in  the  senate.  The  facts  and  reasoning  of  the  do- 
cument were  too  conclusive  for  reply,  and  its  eloquence  pow- 
erful enough  to  reach  the  ht-art  of  every  patriot  and  honest  man. 
After  a  pause,  Poindexter,  who  skulked  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  and  has  never  forgiven  general  Jackson  tor  refusing  to 
certify  to  his  bravery,  ventured  to  break  around,  and  pourout 
a  torrent  of  abuse  upon  the  head  of  the  old  patriot.  He  moved 
that  the  protest  should  not  be  entered  on  the  journals.  He  was 
followed  by  those  traitors  to  their  constituents,  Sprague  and 
Frelinghuysen.  Benton  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  poured 
forth  a  torrent  of  eloquence,  of  which  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  lie 
exceeded  ail  his  former  efforts.    He  gave  notice  that  he  should 


move  to  EXPUNGE  TflE  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  RESO- 
LUTION FROM  THE  JO[JRNALS  OF  THE  SENATE.  The 
opposition  were  more  terrified  ihan  ever.  Southard  followed 
in  a  miserable  apology  foi  voting  lor  the  resolution. and  betray- 
ing his  constituents.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alaba- 
ma, in  an  eloquent  delence  of  the  president.  Mr.  Leigh  then 
obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment,  whicli  vvas  car- 
ried. 

The  USURPERS  of  the  senate  uill  not  suffer  the  'protest  to  go 
vpon  their  journals.  Having  found  the  [iresuient  guilly  without 
a  trial,  tiny  will  not  allow  him  the  last  privilege  of  condemned 
innocence — that  of  saying  uhysentciicc  should  not  be  pronounced 
against  him,  and  stand  fore  cer  recorded  in  the  journals  ofth*  se- 
nate. 

There  has  been  a  great  meeting  in  N.  York  to  receive 
the  report  of  the  "Whig  delegation,"  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia, to  unite  in  the  "jubilee, "at  v»liich, after  the  delivery 
of  several  speeches,  many  resolutions  were  passed,  and  a 
strong  committee  raised  io  call  a  meeting  of  those  op|)03- 
ed  to  the  principles  set  forlii  in  the  late  protest  of  the 
president,  &c.  of  which  Mr.  Gallatin  is  the  chairman. 

A  man  has  been  arrested,  and  is  to  be  tried  at  New 
York,  for  liaving  oftVred  a  bribe  to  another  to  enlist  him 
in  an  attack  upon  the  iSIerchants'  Exchange,  at  the  late 
election!  lie  said  liiat  he  had  engaged  "a  company  of 
100  stout  Irishmen  at  a  dollar  each,"  for  that  purpose. 

Many  incidents  like  the  following,  copied  from  the 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  "Whig,"  may  be  expected,  in 
the  present  state  of  things.  Wages  7???^s^  be  reduced,  or 
the  demand  for  labor  more  rapidly  diminished.  The  idea 
of  perilling  the  lives  of  persons,  however,  because  they 
will  not  pay  high  wages,  cannot  be  tolerated,  though  the 
practical  operation  of  it  is  one  of  the  results  that  we 
have  feared  from  "the  experiment,"  which,  having  first 
struck  at  employers,  is  now  being  felt  by  the  employed, 
and  will  yet  make  tiie  "poor  poorer." 

We  understand  (says  the  Taunton  Whig)  that  a  very  serious 
riot  occurred  on  the  line  of  the  rail  road  in  Mansfield,  on  Mon- 
day last.  The  Irish  laborers  to  the  number  of  about  four  hun- 
dred, struck  (or  higher  wages  and  demanded  a  daily  allowance 
of  grog.  They  armed  tiieniselves  with  clubs,  &c.  attacked  one 
of  the  contractors,  whose  life  was  pat  in  imminent  peril.  Great 
alarm  was  felt  by  the  inhabitants  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  road. 
The  high  sheriff  of  Norfolk  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  hostilities, 
vvitli  a  company  of  militia,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  nine  of 
the  ringleaders,  who  were  lodged  in  the  jail  at  Dedham.  Mr. 
L.  Sweet,  a  deputy  sheriff  of  this  county,  also  called  out  a  com- 
pany of  militia,  and  arrested  six  of  the  rioters,  who  were  brought 
to  the  jail  in  this  town,  yesterday  morning.  The  militia  con- 
tinued under  arms  all  night,  and  yesterday,  we  are  informed, 
order  was  fully  restored. 

A  new  paper,  entitled  '■^The  J\'Qrth  American,^''  was 
recently  established  at  W'ashinglon,  as,  it  is  said,  foi-  the 
support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  the  next  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  means  of  a  national  convention.  The 
character  of  the  paper  may  be  appreciated  from  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  made  Irom  it.  To  show  its  purposes, 
the  editor  says— 

"However  unfounded  the  supposition  [that  Mr.  Blair  is  influ 
enced  by  interested  nn)tives]  the  editor  of  the  Globe  is  obliged 
to  act  with  reference  to  it.  He  is  no  doubt,  obliged,  by  the  pe 
culiar  position  in  which  the  supposition  places  him,  to  be  more 
circumscribed  in  his  support  of  the  administration,  and  more  le- 
nient and  forheariiig  to  its  enemies,  than  is  demanded  by  the 
ends  of  truth  and  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  cause  in  which  he  is  engaged." 

W^e  shall  add  another — 

"It  but  remains  for  us  to  say,  in  addition  to  this  explanation 
of  our  opinions,  and  intended  course,  that  we  shall  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  the  national  convention,  Martin  Van  Buren  as 
our  favorite  candidate  for  the  next  presidency.  We  have  long 
noted  with  attention  and  interest,  the  public  life  of  that  gentle- 
man, and  have  never  failed  to  find  him  orthodox  in  his  demo- 
cracy, sound  and  enlightened  in  his  views  of  public  measures, 
and  aide  and  masterly  in  his  intellectual  effnri.s.  He  has  been 
true  to  the  republican  party,  and  in  his  friendship  to  Jackson, 
amid  all  tlie  assaults  of  his  enemies,  and  as  Jacksonmen  and 
democrats  we  will  stand  by  him  until  the  convention  shall  pro- 
nounce him  wanting  and  prefer  another,  when  we  shall  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  that  choice,  let  it  be  for  whom  it  will,  as  we 
have  a  perfect  confidence  that  it  cannot  fall  on  any  man  un- 
worthy of  the  presidency." 

Though  it  seemed  due  to  the  record  of  events  which 
it  is  the  leading  purpose  of  this  work  to  make — we  have 
endeavored  to  keep  our  skirts  clear  of  controversial  pub- 
lications concerning  masonry  aad  anti-masonry,  having 
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had  more  of  other  matters  on  hand  than  we  could  dis- 
pose of.  The  recently  re-elected  governor  of  Rhode 
Island  is  an  anti-mason,  and  was  not  long  ago  a  "nation- 
al republican,"  but  he  received  the  undivided  suppoi't  of 
!  the  administration,  or  Jackson  party,  in  that  state.  The 
simple  mention  of  these  things  seemed  necessary  to  in- 
troduce the  following  address  to  the  printer: 

Socrates,  that  great  sage  and  moralist  of  antiquity,  was  once 
told  that  a  certain  man  liad  spoken  evil  of  hhn.  Socrates  re- 
plied, "I  have  no  doubt  be  l>ad  seme  reason  for  saying  so,  but  I 
shall  endeavor  so  to  live  for  liie  future,  that  the  world  may  be- 
lieve that  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  of  me." 

This  is  my  story:  now  for  the  application.  While  I  was  fight- 
ing in  the  anti-masonic  parly,  I  was  often  charged  by  my  oppo 
nents,  that,  if  we  should  procure  from  the  general  assembly  all 
we  asked  of  them,  or  all  they  could  give,  we  should  siill  keep 
up  the  party,  merely  for  power  and  office,  regardless  of  the  good 
of  the  country. 

I  always  resented  this  foul  charge  against  me  with  indigna- 
tion, and  trusted  to  a  clear  conscience,  and  the  testimony  of 
future  time,  for  a  justification. 

Having  procured  from  the  general  assembly  all  we  could  ask, 
or  they  could  give,  I  yesterday  purged  myself  from  the  above 
charge,  by  voting,  as  I  thought,  for  the  good  of  the  state  and 
nation,  without  reference  to  masonry  or  anti-masonry. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  now  declare — not  rashly — not  from  any 
feeling  of  disappointment,  but  from  a  well  settled  and  delibe- 
rate conviction,  that  I  believe,  and  I  know  many  candid  men 
who  sustain  me  in  it — that  the  adhering  political  anti-masons 
of  Rhode  Island  have  injured  the  state  and  nation  more,  by 
their  conduct  yesterday,  than  the  freemasons  of  Rhode  Island 
have  since  the  days  of  Roger  Williams. 

Wm.   I.   TiLLINGHAST. 

Providence,  Jljpril  17, 1834. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  Messrs.  Benton,  Saun- 
ders, and  others,  talked  so  much  and  so  loudly  about  "re- 
trenchment" and  "reform,"  that  a  very  long  and  excit- 
ing debate  took  place  in  the  house  of  representatives  on 
a  proposition  to  abolish  the  place  of  draughtsman  to  the 
house,  as  many  supposed,  on  account  of  the  accomplish- 
ed gentleman  who  happened  to  fill  it!  The  correspon- 
dent of  the  "Portland  Advertiser,"  noticing  a  late  de- 
bate, on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  .7.  Q.  Adams  to  strike 
out  the  amount  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  an  additional  clerk  in  the  de- 
partment of  state,  says— 

'•'And  so  the  debate  run  on,  as  water  runs  down  a  hill,  or  the 
fountain  flows  in  front  of  the  capitol — but  there  was  not  much 
in  it — till  col.  Crockett  arose.  Now  every  pen  was  dropped — 
every  head  was  aroused — every  eye  was  fixed — every  whisper 
was  hushed!  None  but  orators  can  throw  such  a  calm  over  the 
stormy  waters — and,  therefore,  the  colonel  must  be  an  orator: 
Friends  and  enemies  rallied  around.  The  galleries  hurried  to 
the  balustrades — and  the  colonel  began.  There  is  some  men 
whom  you  cannot  report.  The  colonel  is  one.  His  leer  you 
cannot  put  upon  paper — his  curious  drawl — the  odd  cant  of  his 
body  and  his  self-congratulation.  He  is  an  original  in  every 
thing,  in  the  tone  and  structure  of  his  sentences,  in  the  force 
and  novelty  of  metaphors,  and  his  range  of  ideas.  'I  thought,' 
said  the  colonel,  'when  in  1826  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Carabreleng),  was  for  cutting  down  the  office  of  draughts 
man,  it  was  reforming  a  little  to  get  more.  It  was  like  the  child- 
ren on  the  branch  of  a  great  tree  hanging  over  the  river,  sitting 
there  and  fishing  with  pin  books  to  catch  minnows.  It  was 
like  shearing  a  hog— great  squeal  and  little  wool.' 

"McDuffie's  most  potent  thunder.  Surges'  wit,  Binney's  logic, 
could  not  have  won  such  a  burst  of  applause  from  the  magnates 
of  the  land.  The  colonel  sat  down  with  delight— and  the  mem- 
bers here  and  there  gave  him  a  shake  of  the  hand,  as  they  often 
do  when  a  man  does  a  wonderful  thing." 

Speaking  of  "retrenchment  and  reform"  we  may  add 
the  following  from  a  bill  reported  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  the  committee  on  public  buildings. 

Tor  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  president's  house, 
flooring  the  terraces,  and  erecting  stables  $6,670 

For  the  gardener's  salary,  and  for  laborers  employed  up- 
on the  grounds  and  walks  of  the  president's  house,  and 
for  planting  2,850 

For  paving  foot  ways  at  the  north  front  of  the  presi- 
dent's house,  and  making  a  Macadamized  carriage  way    13,744 

For  planting  trees  and  repairing  the  fence  in  Lafayette 
sqnare,  north  of  the  president's  house  1,000 

For  co:np!eting  the  water  works  at  the  piesident's 
house,  and  executive  buildings  1,052 

For  completing  lUa  furniture  of  the  president's  house      6,000 

For  excess  of  expenditures  beyond  the  appropriations 
made  by  the  late  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings 
during  the  last  year  29,930 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  excursions  in  the  United 
States  may  now  b«  made,  with  much  promptitude  and 


without  fatigue,  from  Baltimore  to  Harper's  Ferry,  bjT 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  and  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  uniting  in  this  pleasant  little  journey  all 
that  is  sublime  and  beautiful  in  the  works  of  nature,  with 
the  most  splendid  specimens  of  the  works  of  art,  con- 
densing, as  it  were,  every  variety  of  mountain  or  valley, 
rocks  piled  on  rocks,  or  fertile  plains,  mighty  streams  or 
silver  rivulets — viaducts  and  aquaducts,  and  all  that  in- 
terests us  in  the  construction  of  rail  roads  or  canals,  in- 
cluding deep-cuts  and  side-cuts  and  embarrkments,  &c. 
on  the  greatest  scale.  A  packet  boat  leaves  the  Point  of 
Rocks  for  Harper's  Ferry,  immediately  after  the  arrival 
of  the  rail  road  cars.  The  distance,  about  80  miles,  is 
performed  in  10  or  11  hours. 

Mr.  Mills  made  a  second  ascent  in  his  balloon,  from 
Fair  Mount,  Baltimore,  on  Thursday  evening  last.  It  was 
the  most  gi'and  as  well  as  most  beautiful  exiribition  of  the 
kind  that  we  ever  witnessed.  He  stood  suspended  near- 
ly over  the  city  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  when,  a  eur- 
rent  of  air  springing  up,  drove  the  balloon  a  S.  S.  Ei^ 
course.     He  landed  safely. 

The  grand  jury  of  Davidson  county.  North  Carolina, 
has  solemn])'  presented  Andrew  Jackson,  as  having  dis- 
appointed the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people;  and 
for  his  arbitrary,  despotic  and  unconstitutional  conduct,. 
&cc.  We  give  place  to  this  proceeding  in  a  subsequent 
page  as  one  of  the  curiosities  of  these  our  days — not  as 
approving  of  such  doings  by  grand  juries. 

The  notorious  Weirick,  the  postmaster  and  mail  rob- 
ber, has  been  released  from  the  penitentiary  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  which  he  was  sentenced 
for  21  years — and  a  son  of  the  postmaster  at  Middle- 
town,  Maryland,  has  been  arrested  for  robbing  the  mail. 
He  has  confessed  his  guilt.  His  robberies  amount  to 
2,000  dollars. 

The  town  of  Yoi-k,  Upper  Canada,  is  now  called  the 
City  of  Toronto — and  among  the  aldermen  lately  chosen 
is  Mr!  McKenzie,  so  often  voted  into  parliament  by  the 
people,  and  so  often  cast  out  through  the  influence  of  the 
officers  of  the  crown. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  horrors  of  Sing 
Sing  prison,  New  York;  and  the  sympathy  of  the  "dear 
sweet  people"  have  been  called  upon  to  relieve  the  poor 
sufferers!  Comparatively  honest  persons,  we  well  know, 
are  oftentimes  the  inmates  of  our  penitentiary  establish- 
ments— there  are  individuals  whose  depredations  on  so- 
ciety have  a  greater  amount  than  lots  of  an  hundred  in- 
habitants of  our  state  prisons,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that 
we  shall  have  more  "rag-barons, "gamblers  in  the  stocks, 
and  more  honest  "blacklegs,"  and  every  sort  of  specula- 
tors, than  all  of  them  will  contain — comfortably;  as  the 
chaplain  of  New-Gate  said,  on  examining  a  new  "drop," 
that  '■'■six  might  hang  there  comfoktablt!"  But  how  t» 
it  that  so  many  encounter  the  "horrors"  of  Sing  Sing, 
and  other  state  prisons,  a  second  and  a  third  time?  In 
the  language  of  the  poet,  do  they  not  say  in  their  con- 
duct— • 

"Horrors  all  hail?" 

A  large  business  has  been  lately  done  at  Washington, 
in  the  pocket-picking  line,  even  in  the  senate  chamber, 
or  in  the  gallery  of  the  senate,  during  the  exciting  de- 
bates that  have  recently  happened.  Two  of  the  gentle- 
men have  just  been  apprehended,  and,  among  other  odd 
things  found  in  their  possession  ivas  a  poem  on  the  cruel" 
ties  of  Sing  Sing! 

There  has  been  a  large  importation  of  well-dressed, 
and  seemingly  well-bred  scoundrels  from  Europe,  espe- 
cially fi'omEngland — all  in  favor  of  a  removal  of  depo- 
sites;  but  even  "the  government"  of  New  York  thinks  it 
riglit  to  deposite  the?!!,  and  retain  them,  in  the  vaults  of 
Sing  Sing.  The  depredations  of  these  knaves  may  be 
counted  by  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  a  year.  We  wish 
that  "Father  Bull"  would  keep  them  at  home:  they  will 
write  accounts  of  American  manners! 

CiiAnLESTOX  iiATT,  ROAP.  Thc  locomotive  E.  L.  Mil- 
ler, arrived  yesterday  afternoon  at  the  depository  with  a 
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train  of  sixteen  cars,  containing  three  hundred  and  six 
United  States  soldiers,  under  the  connmand  of  major 
Heileman,  iu  company  with  the  locomotive  Cliarleston 
•with  eight  cars,  containing  the  baggage  of  the  troops. 
The  trip  was  performed  from  Aiken  in  te7i  and  a  half 
hows.  The  spectacle  drew  a  large  concourse  of  specta- 
tors, who  were  highly  gratified.  [Patriot  April  11. 

Virginia.  A  public  dinner  was  given  at  Richmond,  to  gen. 
John  floyd,  on  tlio  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  tiie  office  of 
governor  of  the  state.  Bot-ides  the  toast  comphmentary  to  him, 
the  following  were  among  the  "regular"  toasts,  and  will  show 
the  general  temper  of  the  company: 

The  senate  of  the  United  States — Representing  the  states, 
and  nobly  discharging  the  high  functions  assigned  to  it  by  the 
constitution,  it  stands  a  bulwark  to  protect  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

James  Madison  and  Mbert  Gallatin — When  the  patriarchs  of 
the  republic  are  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  to  power, 
its  supporters  can  have  no  right  to  appropriate  to  themselves 
the  title  of  "the  republican  party." 

^'Reform'' — The  text  was,  that  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment should  not  be  brought  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
elections — the  practical  comment  is  the  systematic  prostitution 
of  it  to  the  subsidizing  of  the  press  and  the  reward  of  devoted 
partisans. 

The  retrenchment  so  vauntingly  promised  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration— After  five  year's  possession  of  power,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promise  is  found  in  the  insolvency  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  annual  charges 
of  the  government  from  13  to  22  millions. 

The  regency,  in  New  York  or  Virginia — Its  principle  is  to  ac- 
quire power  by  intrigue,  and  rule  the  people  by  the  instrumen- 
tality of  their  own  offices  and  their  own  money.  Virginia  "will 
touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not,  the  unclean  thing." 


Switzerland.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  the  federal  con- 
tititution  of  Switzerland,  which  was  to  be  presented  to  the  as- 
sembly of  the  Zofining,  on  the  26th  February. — It  is  divided  in- 
to two  parts — general  principles  and  special  provisions.  Among 
the  general  principles,  the  most  important  is  that  which  de- 
clares the  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  Paragraph  8  declares  the 
Swiss  territory  to  be  one  and  indivisible,  and  stipulates  a  com- 
plete equality  of  rights  for  all  the  inhabitants.  The  liberty  of 
the  press  and  the  freedom  of  discussion,  are  acknowledged 
without  any  restrictions.  The  first  part  of  the  compact,  which 
comprises  the  general  principle  in  J2  paragraphs,  can  never  be 
altered.  Among  the  special  provisions,  we  observe  by  para- 
graph 13  the  nation  is  divided  into  tribes,  and  the  country  into 
cantons.    Paragraph  14  is  in  the  following  terms: 

"The  executive  of  the  federal  constitution  is  entrusted  to  a 
diet,  the  members  of  which  are  to  elected  by  the  tribes  in  the 
proportion  of  the  amount  of  their  population. — Paragraph  17. 
The  tribes  of  Switzerland  are  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  their 
resources  to  the  support  and  the  expenses  of  the  state. — Para- 
graph 18.  The  confederation  will  establish  at  its  own  charges 
such  patriotic  institutions  as  the  tribes  of  themselves  are  ena 
bled  to  establish. — Paragraph  19.  The  tribes  will  have  the  right 
of  giving  themselves  special  constitutions,  but  on  the  express 
condition  that  tliey  are  not  at  variance  with  the  general  federal 
eonstitution."  [National  Gazette. 

BANKS — CURRENCY — AND    THE   TIMES. 

We  regret  that  a  line  or  two,  intended  to  have  been  added  to 
O'jr  notice  concerning  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Virginia,  was 
omitted — the  purport  of  which  was,  that  these  notes  were  rapid- 
ly returning  to  a  more  moderate  rate  of  discount,  and  then 
were  only  2^  to  3  per  cent,  below  par,  or  bank  money,  in 
Baltimore,  at  which  ratejthey  remain,  and  probably  will  be,  for 
some  time  to  come. 

A  letter  from  one  of  the  most  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Mis- 
eissippi,  to  tlie  editor  of  the  Register,  says — 

"We  are  in  as  much  distress  in  this  quarter,  and  in  more,  I 
believe,  than  tlie  people  of  your  neighborhood,  in  consequence 
of  the  interruption  which  has  taken  place  in  our  currency.  We 
are  an  enterprising  people — have  a  new  country  to  settle,  a 
valuable  staple,  and  can  use  bank  lacilities  to  grt;at  adv.intage; 
and  we  deal  largely  in  exchange,  foreign  and  domestic."  [He 
then  speaks  of  great  political  changes  which  wore  happening 
because  of  the  derangement  of  business,  and  general  distress 
that  attends  it.] 

The  insolvent  list  for  Baltimore,  for  the  last  week,  has  six- 
teen names,  one  of  them  from  the  county.  We  cannot  identify 
one  of  the  fifteen  in  the  city,  but  find  the  names  of  three  of  them 
on  the  "no  pressure"  memorial  to  congress. 

The  New  York  papers  say  that  treasury  draughts  on  one  of 
the  deposite  lianksHn  that  city,  for  the  sum  of  ^400,000,  have 
been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  money  in  Baltimore 
or  at  Washington:  150,000  dollars  in  specie,  arrived  in  Balti- 
more a  fe.w  days  since,  whether  to  remain  here,  or  pass  on  to 
Washington,  we  are  not  informed. 

The  bank  committee  of  the  house  of  represpntatives  commenc- 
ed business  at  Pliiladelphia  last  week.  Richard  Rush,  fbrmer 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  been  appointed  their  secretary.  I  private,  are  returned  en  masse. 


There  are  reports  that  the  committee  had  demanded  possession 
of  the  books,  and  the  keeping  of  them,  at  thcir"own  itm" — and 
that  the  same  was,  of  course,  refused.  If  one  could  laugh  at 
things  so  grave — this  pretence  of  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  possess  the  books  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  while  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  others,  contend  that  congress 
has  no  power  even  to  examine  the  l)OOk8  of  Ihe  bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  one  of  the  deposites  banks,  and  also  chartered  by 
congress — he  might  well  laugh  at  such  consistent  doings. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  also,  whether  in  the  present  rela- 
tions of  the  government  and  the  bank,  there  is  any  just  right  in 
congress  to  make  a  special  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  unless  as  sin)ple  holders  of  a  part  of  its  stock?  The  de- 
posites are  withdrawn!  But  in  any  case,  we  much  doubt  whe- 
ther such  con)mitlee  has  power,  (though  heretofore  partially 
exercised),  of  looking  into  the  account?  of  private  individuals — 
that  power  not  being  vested  in  the  directors  themselves,  unless 
on  special  occasions. 

A  sufficient  amount  of  subscription  has  been  made  to  the 
stock  of  the  new  state  bank  of  North  Carolina,  (recently  in- 
corporated as  a  successor  or  substitute  for  the  old  state  bank, 
now  winding  up),  to  authorise  the  bank's  going  into  operation. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  that  the  tonnage 
received  from  New  York,  from  the  west,  was  4,475  tons  up  to 
the  22d  April,  1833 — up  to  same  date  in  the  present  year,  1,550 
tons. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
have  determined  to  issue  promissory  notes  of  five,  ten  and 
twenty  dollars,  payable  one  year  after  date,  with  four  per  cent, 
interest;  and  for  the  redemption  of  which,  stocks  of  the  state 
of  Maryland,  and  of  the  corporation  of  Washington  and  George- 
town, will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Phineas  Janney,  John  P. 
Van  Ness  and  William  Price,  as  trustees,  to  an  amount  greater 
than  it  is  proposed  to  issue  notes;  with  authority  in  the  trust 
to  sell  the  stocks,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of 
the  notes  when  at  maturity. 

On  the  3d  and  4th  ult.  there  were  200  protests  in  N.  Orleans— 
but  no  others  of  consequence  had  happened  up  to  the  10th, 
first  rate  paper  being  then  only  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hardin,  in  a  speech  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  especially  to  obtain  an  examination  into  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  gives  a  table  of  the  public 
deposites,  specie  and  circulation  of  the  several  deposite  banks, 
the  sums  of  which  are  as  follows: 

Public  deposites ^11 ,485,525* 

Specie 3,376,309 

Circulation 10,202,995 

The  deposite  banks  are  25. 

MISCELLANEOUS   ITEMS. 

If.  Johfison  has  consented  to  be  a  candidate  to  repre- 
sent the  New  Orleans  district  in  congress,  at  the  next 
election. 

Judge  Porter,  of  the  U.  S.  senate,  from  Louisiana,  is 
a  native  of  Ireland.  His  father,  though  a  clergyman, 
fell  a  victim,  in  1798,  to  the  tyranny  that  destroyed  the 
Emmetts  and  Tones,  of  Ireland,  or  drove  them  into  exile 
from  their  native  land. 

We  have  a  long  list  of  reappointments  made  by  the 
president  and  senate — and  a  few  new  appointments, 
chiefly  in  the  revenue  service. 

Mr.  Gates,  the  celebrated  merchant  at  Montreal,  re- 
cently died  in  that  city;  and  a  day  or  two  afterwards, 
Mr.  Bancroft,  his  associate  in  business,  suffered  an  apo- 
plectic attack,  and  also  departed  for  that  land  whence  no 
traveller  returns.  These  events  spread  a  general  gloom 
over  the  people  of  Montreal. 

Died  on  Monday  last,  in  Baltimore,  in  tlie  64lh  yffar 
of  his  age,  Philip  JMoore,  esq.  president  of  the  Franklin 
bank  in  this  city.     He  was  an  "honest  man." 

The  house  of  capt.  John  C.  Kissinger  was  lately  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
with  it  nine  of  his  children,  the  oldest  about  19  years  of 
age.  Capt.  K.  and  his  wife  were  on  a  visit  to  her  pa- 
rents, about  8  miles  distant.  It  is  not  known  bow  this 
awful  calamity  happened.  The  bones  of  the  deceased 
were  found  in  the  relative  positions  in  -wbicli  they  slept, 
and  renders  it  probable  that  they  were  all  smothered  be- 
fore the  fire  reached  them.  The  barn  was  also  consum- 
ed, and  with  it  one  horse,  two  oxen,  two  hogs  and  a 
dog. 

Col.  Crockett  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  Saturday- 
last,  and  in  the  evening  attended  the  theatre,  where  he  was 
received  with  great  glee,  by  a  very  numerous  body  of 
the  people. 


Tliis  sum,  perhaps,  does  not  exceed  11  millions— for  in  two 
cases,  one  of  them  of  no  importance,  the  deposites,  public  of 
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About  100,000  lbs.  of  wool  were  recently  sold  at  pub- 
lic sale,  iu  Boston.  Tlie  sale  went  off  with  atiiniation, 
and  ibe  prices  equalled  the  expecrtations  of  the  owners, 
though  they  were  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  low  er  than  last 
fall.  Fleece  wool  brought  from  38  to  55  cents.  After 
the  public  sale,  about  60,000  pounds  were  taken  at  pri- 
vate sale,  at  some  improvement  on  the  auction  prices. 

The  steamboat  Protector  was  lately  consumed  by  fire 
a  few  miles  below  Claiborne,  Alabama.  The  passen- 
gers and  crew  narrowly  escaped,  but  200  bales  of  cotton, 
&.C,  were  consumed  in  the  boat. 

As  a  steamboat  was  leaving  Natchez  on  the  6th  ult.  a 
shot  was  fired  from  a  house  near  the  wharf,  aiul  a  pas- 
senger killed.  No  cause  is  assigned  for  this  atrocious 
act.     It  is  the  third  time  that  the  like  has  haj)pened ! 

The  complete  returns  of  the  late  election  in  Connecti- 
cut give  the  following  results: 

Foot  ("whig") 18,411 

Edwards  (Jackson) 15,844 

Storrs  (anti-mason) , 2,398 

Scattering 305 

Total ,  .56,958 


n  meeting  of  citizens  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.;  and  by  Mr« 
Brou-n,  troin  a  piiWlic  meeting  in  Edgeconib  county,  N.  Caro- 
linn;  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  suhinilled  two  resolutions  vvliich  were  considered 
and  adopted,  the  first  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
report  to  the  senate,  the  gross  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  ihe 
sales  of  public  lands  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  during  1833, 
(listingnisliing  the  nnn)ber  of  acres  sold  in  each  state— and  the 
second  inquiring  the.  manner  by  which  the  20th  part  of  the  neit 
pioceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  within  the  stale  of  Ohio,  set 
apart  for  roads,  is  ascertained. 

After  the  presentation,  &c.  of  various  petitions  and  the  report 
and  disposition  of  several  private  bills, 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  Mr.  Poindexter^s  resolutions 
as  modified.  The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Bifib;  and  Mr.  Bibb  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  when 
on  motion  ot  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  adjourned. 

^pril  29.  The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
20th  instant,  showing  the  number  of  memorials,  proceedings 
and  resolutions,  presented  to  the  senate  for  and  against  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  The  number  against  the  removal,  is 
stated  to  be  114,918,  and  that /or  it  8,721.' 

Mr.  Bell  presented  a  memorial  from  Somersworih,  and  ano- 
ther from  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  the  first  signed  by  452  and  the 
latter  by  500  citizens,  opposed  to  the  renaoval  of  the  depositee, 
which  were  read,  &c. 


Foot's  plurality  over  Edwards .2,557 

Do.     majority  over  Edwards  and   Storrs 109 

Wanting  to  make  a  choice  in  consequence 

of  the  scattering  votes 69 

According  to  calculation,  said  to  be  exact,  made  from 
the  Almanacs  of  Paris,  and  the  difterent  departnnents, 
there  are  iit  France,  1,700,843  doctors,  and  1,400,651 
sick  persons;  1,900,492  lawyers,  and  last  year  only 
993,000  suits. 

The  assessment  upon  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
railway,  for  parish  rates,  is  estimated  on  a  rental  of 
£3,200  per  mile,  or  ,£96,000  for  the  whole  thirty  miles. 

Mr.  Potter,  cashier  of  the  Union  bank,  at  Columbia, 
Tenn.  was  kiTocked  down  near  the  bank,  at  10  o'clock  at 
night,  and  rendered  insensible,  and  then  badly  stabbed — 
after  which  the  keys  were  taken  from  him,  and  the  bank 
robbed  of  $19,000.  Mr.  P.  was  accidentally  discovered 
some  time  after  the  whole  affair  had  been  finished.  It 
ivas  ex])ected  that  he  would  recover. 

Alonzo   Phelps,  a  murderer  and  highwayman,  broke 
jail  at  Vicksburg,  on  the  day  previous  to  tlie  one  appoint- 
ed for  his  execution,  and,  while  running  from  the  prison, 
was  killed  by  the  sheriff  with  a  rifle. 

Perfect  toleration  on  religious  subjects  has  been  pro- 
claimed in  Venezuela,  aixl  the  bishop  of  Barbadoes  had 
arrived  at  Laguira  to  estal)lish  an  Episcopal  church  there. 
Tlie  president,  Paez,  would  assist  at  the  ceremony. 
Under  such  proceedings,  we  hope  for  a  better  state  of 
things. 

The  Pittsburgh  Gazette  of  Saturday  mentions  that 
about  nine  Imndred  old  soldiers  have  been  paid  their 
pensions,  at  the  branch  hank  of  the  United  Slates,  in  tiiat 
ei<ty,  since  the  3d  of  March.  The  total  amount  paid  ex- 
ceeds forty  thousand  dollars. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

»5/3riJ25.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from  3,000  citi- 
zens of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  against  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a  pub- 
lic meeting  in  the  district  of  Hanover,  York  county.  Pa.  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  There  was  considerable  debate 
on  the  presenlaiion  of  these  proceedings,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay, 
Forsyth,  McKean  and  Brown  took  part.  They  were,  tempor.i- 
jfily,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  modified  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  on  the 
president's  protest,  &c. 

1'he  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb  to  amend, 

Mr.  Bibb  obtained  the  floor  at  half  past  2,  and  addressed  the 
sinite  in  favor  of  his  amendment;  but  before  ho  had  concluded, 
he  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn;  when  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed till  Monday. 

^piil  28.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  public  meetings,  &c. 
di-approvitm  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  were  presented  as 
follows:  by  Mr.  Tyler,  from  the  young  men  of  Richmond  and 
Manchester,  Va.;  by  Mr.  Leis,h,  from  citizens  of  Gloucester 
county,  Va.;  and  by  Mr.  Webster,  from  6,000  of  the  freemen  of 
the  city  of  Utica,  and  the  comity  of  Oneida,  New  York;  which 
were  severally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  &,c.  approving  the  conduct  of  the  executive  in  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Wilkim  from 


Mr.  Poindexter  reported  a  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
Polish  patriots;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Chambers  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  senate,  whether  any  other  treasury  draughts,  called  at 
the  department  transfer  draughts  on  the  United  Slates  bank, 
have  been  drawn  since  his  report  of  the  lllh  December,  1833; 
and  tiie  purposes  to  which  the  amounts  of  such  draughts,  if 
any,  have  been  applied. 

Mr.  ^Feosier  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move  to-morrow  to 
take  up  the  military  appropriation  bill;  and  also  to  go  into  ex- 
ecutive business. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  protest 
of  the  president,  Sac,  The  question  being  on  Mr.  BibPs  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Grundy  ro^e  and  addressed  the  senate  until  a  quarter 
past  4  o'clock,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

Jlpril.  30.  A  memorial  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
ites, was  presented  by  Mr.  Spraoue  from  citizens  of  Hallowel!, 
Maine;  which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, praying  for  the  adoption  of  the  warehousing  system. 

The  senate  then  again  took  up  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Poindexter,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  president's  protest. 

The  question  Jjeing  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb  to  amend,  Mr. 
Clay  addressed  the  senate  until  a  quarter  after  3  o'clock,  when 
on  motion  of  Mr.   Wright,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  1.  Mr.  McKean  presented  memorials  from  Norlhuniber- 
I'lnd,  Susquehannah  and  Bradford  counties,  Pa.  Mr.  McKean 
slated  that  he  had  been  requested  to  present  the  memorial  of 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Mil- 
ton, in  Northumberland,  one  of  the  middle  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  speak  in  the  usual  language  of  their  embar- 
rassments and  pecuniary  distress.  They  are  opposed  lo  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  United 
States  battk.  A  large  ninnbcr  of  them  were  the  original  friends 
of  general  Jackson,  and  supported  him  in  1832.  Many  of  them 
he  knew  had  been  the  active  friends  of  the  general. 

The  second  came  nearer  home;  it  was  signeil  by  1,300  citi- 
zens of  Susquehannah  county,  adjoining  the  one  in  which  he 
resided.  A  warm  political  friend  of  his  own,  and  a  uniform 
supporter  of  general  Jackson,  authorised  bun  to  say,  that  it 
contained  the  names  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  voters,  and  that  at  least  500  of  the  signers  voted  for  gen. 
Jackson  in  1832. 

The  third  came  from  his  own  county,  a  strong  Jackson  coun- 
ty, signed  by  about  l,fiOO  citizens  without  distinction  of  party. 
They  say,  in  transmitting  the  memorial,  they  desire  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  they  are  actuated  by  no  party  or  ponti- 
fical motives,  ami  they  sincerely  rearet  and  de))lore  the  manner 
in  which  this  question  has,  by  artful  means  and  deslL'tiing  men, 
been  mitmlcd  with  the  parly  conflicts  of  the  day.  They  deetn 
it  a  subject  too  deeply  afVt  cling  Ibo  interests  of  every  class  of 
the  comminiily,  to  be  prostituted  to  the  base  purposes  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizement,  and  express  a  hope  that  every  patriot 
will  discountenance  the  coiniexion  of  this  question  with  the 
politics  of  the  country. 

Mr.  IVcb^ter  said — Now,  with  great  respect  lo  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  McKean),  heshould  not  like  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  him  that  would  create  any  embarrassment,  but  as  hu 
?aid  he  had  presented  the  names  of  those,  some  of  wliom  were 
friends  of  the  administration,  and  mo-;t  of  whom  he  knew,  and 
as  he  rcsjilcd  in  one  of  the  counties,  he,  (Mr.  W.)  would  like 
to  know  of  him,  if  be  would  not  take  it  amiss,  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a  deep  and  growinij  disapprol)ation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  executive  iu  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positee from  the  bank  of  the  United  States.' 
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Mr.  McKean  replit-d  Uittt  he  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
atisweriiig  the  inquiry.  He  slated  the  fact  that,  so  Car  as  he 
knew  the  county  ofNorthumltcriantl,  it  contained  a  number  of 
persons  who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  support  of  the  pre- 
sent executive.  Tiiey  tliemselves  stated  tiiat  they  were  the 
original  friends  of  general  Jackson,  and  voted  for  him  in  1832. 
He  also  stated  that,  in  his  own  county,  their  memorial  was 
signed  without  distinction  of  party.  Although  he  did  not  know 
the  sentiments  of  every  gentleman  in  his  county,  yet  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  responsible  to  him  for  the  memorial  authoris- 
ed him  to  state  that  fact. 

His  desire,  Mr.  McK.  said,  was  to  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  frouj  Massachusetts  distinctly.  As  far  as  he  knew, 
the  people  of  the  counties  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  (al- 
though he  unfortunately  differed  with  them  on  some  points), 
were  much  dissatisfied  with  the  removal  of  the  public  deposiles. 
There  was  much  discontent,  and  he  believed  that  the  people 
were  against  the  administration  for  its  late  measures,  though 
Ihey  attributed  them  only  to  error  of  judgment.  He  did  not 
mean  lo  be  understood,  Mr.  McK.  said,  as  conveying  the  idea 
that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  were  opposed  to  the  executive; 
he  only  meant  that  they  were  generally  opposed  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  which  they  attributed,  as  before  said,  to  error. 
Mr.  McKean  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Northampton 
county,  Pa.  approving  the  measures  of  the  executive  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites. 
These  memorials  were  read,  referred,  &c. 
Mr.  Clay  rose  lo  present  a  memorial  which  would  neutralize 
the  last  one  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  McK.).  The  memorial,  with  the  presentation  of  which 
he  was  charged,  was  from  Bald  Eagle  township,  in  Centre 
county,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  which 
states  that  three-fourths  of  the  subscribers  to  the  memorial  have 
been,  until  very  recently,  the  most  unyielding  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration; and  he  would  further  state,  for  the  comfort  of  the 
supporters  of  the  executive,  that  the  letter  adds,  "that  the  pre- 
sidential protest  has  reached  us,  and  I  feel  safe  in  assuring  you 
that  its  dangerous  doctrines  will  excite  almost  universal  repro- 
bation." 

The  numerous  subscribers  to  this  memorial   testify  that,  in 
voting  for  the  re-election  of  general  Jackson  they  did  not  intend 
to  decide  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  memorial  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Chambers  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  re- 
spectable meeting  recently  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  disap- 
proving of  the  measures  of  the  administration  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  condemning  the  late 
protest  of  the  president. 

A  long  and  interesting  debate  then  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Chambers,  Grundy,  Clay,  Brown  and  McKeanlook  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  and,  after  remaining  some  time  with  closed  doors, 
the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jljiril  24.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  was  again 
resumed,  when  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  occupied  the  morning 
hour  in  opposition  to  it,  without  concluding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  strike  out  two  items  in  the  bill,  one  for 
a  clerk  in  the  topograiihicHi  bureau,  of  1,000  dollars,  and  another 
in  the  clothing  bureau  of  700  dollars.  A  long  debate  arose,  and 
the  motion  was  finally  negatived,  ayes  61,  noes  63. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  an  item  of  ^5,000  for 
additional  clerk  hire  in  the  pension  office. 

This  motion  led  to  an  animated  and  protracted  debate,  in 
wliich  the  authority  of  the  head  of  a  department  to  employ  ex- 
tra clerks  at  his  pleasure,  and  then  to  demand  from  congress  an 
appropriation  to  pay  them,  was  warmly  denied.  It  was  inci- 
dentally admitted  in  debate,  that  the  necessity  for  the  employ- 
ment of  these  additional  clerks  arose  in  part  from  the  transfer  of 
the  pension  agency  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
committee  continued  lo  sit  until  about  6  o'clock;  when 

Mr.  Vinton  moved  that  it  rise,  which  motion  prevailed — ayes 
75,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Polk  now  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  mak- 
ing the  present  bill  the  order  of  the  day,  at  12  o'clock,  every 
day,  Mondays  ami  Saturdays  excepted.  . 
Mr.  Finton  objected,  and 

Mr.  Po^'c  moved  to  suspend  the  r'lies;  but  before  any  deci- 
sion was  had,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  2b.  Mr.  Chilton  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law  which  rtniuires  two  wit- 
nesses to  establish  a  pension  for  wounds  received  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  &c. 

Mr.  Duncan  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  house  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  have  printed,  a  bill  lo  modify  and  extend  an  act 
to  incorporate  tlie  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
with  certain  limitations  and  conditions;  which  bill,  he  gave  no- 
tice, he  intends  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  a  bill  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  regulate  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money  in  the  local  banks. 

[The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Duncan  proposes  that  the  char- 
ter of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  continued 


for  tvi-enty  years  from  the  4'h  dny  of  Marcli,  1838,  provided  that 
the  United  Slates  shall  surrender  the  whole  of  its  stock,  and 
the  present  stockholders  shall  surrender  half  of  the  stock  in  the 
bank  held  by  them  respectively;  the  several  states  lo  have  th« 
right  to  subscribe,  at  par  value,  in  proportion  lo  their  respec- 
tive representation  ill  the  hour.e  of  re|)re.scntalivea  of  the  United 
Stat(!s,  for  the  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  of  stock  sn  to  hn 
surrendered,  or  iIk;  citizens  ihereof,  in  the  event  of  any  state'*; 
dpclining  to  subscribe  and  pay  in  the  amount  of  the  quota  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  February,  1836.  The  amendment  embra- 
ces several  other  new  features;  such  as  limiting  the  dividend 
on  stock  to  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  surplus,  after  the 
accumulation  of  a  contingent  fund  of  three  millions,  to  be  paid 
over  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  proliil)iiing  the; 
issue  of  any  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  ten  dollars;  re- 
quiring a  bonus  of  $200,000  per  annum,  to  be  apjuopriaK  d  ti> 
internal  improvements,  &c.  &c.  This  being  the  first  practical 
proposition  in  the  house  of  representatives,  contemplnting,  in 
any  form,  the  extension  of  tlie  charier  of  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  thought  this  brief  note  of  it  might 
be  acceptable  to  our  readers.] 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  for  an  investigation  of  certain 
of  the  district  banks,  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration; 
when  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Chilton  addressed  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  under  debate  being  the  item  of  ,"^31,731,  for  ad- 
ditional clerk  hire  in  the  post  master  general's  department. 

Avery  warm  and  interesting  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  Pope,  Reed,  Parker,  Evans,  Wardwell,  Polk,  H.  Eve- 
rett, Connor,  Chilton,  Hardin,  Evviiig  and  Hannegnn  took  part. 
In  the  course  of  Mr.  Chilton^s  remarks,  he  referred  to  the  re- 
port of  the  retrenchment  committee  of  1828,  in  which,  in 
speaking  of  the  post  office  department,  it  was  affirmed,  that, 
under  the  able  administration  of  its  then  chief  (judge  McLean) 
it  had  been  brought  up,  from  an  annual  charge  to  the  govern- 
ment of  upwards  of  ,'^•58,000,  lo  yield  in  1827,  a  nett  profit  of 
^100,312,  with  an  extension  of  post  routes  and  post  ofliees. 
But  alas!  how  now.'  The  department  by  its  own  showing,  Iihs 
borrowed  at  a  per  centage,  and  without  law,  ^$400,000,  and  as 
admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  $170,000  be- 
sides; and  how  much  more  it  owes,  no  one  can  tell.  In  tliH 
same  time,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  offi- 
cers, involving  an  expense  of  about  ,4^50,000.  That  when  Mr. 
McLean  left  the  department  in  1828,  the  number  of  clerks  wad 
38,  while  it  is  now  93. 

The  question  to  strike  out  the  item  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 
Mr.  Lincoln  moved  lo  reduce  the  item  from  .'a,'31,700  to  17,000. 
The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln^s  motion  and  nega- 
tived, ayes  53,  noes  85. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk  an  item  of  .^3,500  for  additional  clerk 
hire  to  bring  up  the  arrears,  and  transcribing  the  field  notes  of 
the  post  office  department,  wa.s  stricken  out;  when  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  f-Villiams,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  April  96.  The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Beaty,  on 
the  lOlh  iiistant,  aulhorising  a  survey  and  e.vainination  of  the 
Cumberland  river,  with  a  view  of  rendering  ii  navigable  for 
steamboats,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  E-  D.  White  reported  a  bill  aiuliorising  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  cause  improvements  on  the  steam  engine  to  bo 
made. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  consideration  of  his  resolution  fixing  a 
day  of  adjournment;  but  it  being  objected  to,  he  moved  to  dis- 
pelise  with  the  rule,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  they 
were  taken  accordingly  and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  91,  nays  57. 
Two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  He- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  which  was  refused. 

After  attending  to  several  private  bills,  the  house  passed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decalnr,  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole;  which,  having  been  gone  through, 
was  reported  to  the  house;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  28.  Mr.  Garland,  a  member  elect  from  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  vice  Mi.  Bullard,  resigned,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Messrs.  Hall  and  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  each 
presented  memorials  from  their  respective  districts,  on  the  last 
petition  day,  addressed  the  house  on  tlie  subject,  the  former  in 
a  speech  of  two  hours.  The  memorials  of  each  were  read,  re- 
ferred, &.C. 

Mr.  Gamble  who  had  also,  on  the  last  petition  day,  presented 
the  memorial  of  183  persons,  nearly  all  voters,  of  Savannah, 
Geo.  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  paid  some  very 
flattering  compliments  to  the  character  of  the  memorialist.'?. 
Mr.  G.  stated  that  the  memorialists  represent  that  since  the 
first  of  October  last,  the  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  the  great 
southern  staple,  has  been  at  least  one/our/A  of  its  actual  value 
at  that  time.  The  entire  value  of  the  cotton  crop  is  estimated 
at  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  direct  loss  of  the  cotton 
planters  may  be  fairly  slated  at  from  six  to  eighl  millions  of 
dollars;  of  which  more  than  a  million  falls  on  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia; and  this,  independently  of  the  loss  which  results  from  the 
fact,  that  50,000  bales  less  will  be  required  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  Hie  United  States"— Read,  referred,  &c. 
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Memorials,  &c.  opposed  lo  the  removal  of  llie  deposiles 
w»*re  presented  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Johrfson,  from  between  3  and  400 
citizens  of  Grant  cotjnty,'Ky.;  by  Mr.  Chilton,  from  u  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  tlie  town  of  Bramlenburg  Ky.;  by  Mr.  Mitchell,, 
from  citizens  o(  ibe  12ih  corigres.-ional  district  in  Obio;  by  Mr. 
Vinton,  of  Ohio,  from  eitizens  of  his  district;  by  Mr.  Corivin, 
from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  Oliio;  by  Mr.  Vance, 
(•29  memorials),  signed  by  1,241  citizens  of  Ciianspaign  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  White,  of  Lou.  from  a  large  nxieiina  of  the  citizens 
of  New  Orleans;  by  Mr.  Marphy,  from  citizens  of  Dallas  county, 
Alabama;  by  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Ma.ss.  the  proceedini»s  of  a  public 
meeting  in  his  district,  as  also  a  letter  of  instructions,  which 
letter,  he  said  he  'sliould  not  comply  with.  All  which  were 
read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  &c.  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
were  presented,  by  Air.  Wayne,  from  687  citizens  of  Savannah, 
Georaia;  by  Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky.  from  a  n>eeling  in  his  district;  by 
Mr.  Thompson,  from  citizens  of  Salem,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Mitchell, 
of  Ohio,  from  citizens  of  his  dii^lricl;  and  Mr.  Leavitt  from 
citizens  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio;  which  were  severally  read, 
referred,  &c.  and  tken  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday, ^pr  1129.  Mr.  Lincoln  asked  leave  to  offer  n  reso- 
lution calling  for  information  from  one  of  ih(;  depnrfments. 

Opposition  being  made,  he  moved  for  the  suspenj^ion  of  the 
rule,  and  dernandeid  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  lo  lay  he- 
fore  this  house  a  statement  of  the  number,  and  names,  and  dates 
o/  the  appointments,  respectively,  of  the  clerks,  agents  and 
other  officers  and  persons  employed  in  his  department,  (other 
Ulan  postiiiasters  and  persons  employed  in  the  res[)ective  post 
offices),  and  of  the  distribution  and  assignment  of  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  each;  and  especially  of  the  character  of  the 
services  required  by  the  solicitor,  and  clerks  of  the  solicitor's 
office;  and  the  duties  and  olfii-ial  employment  of  each  of  the 
jiersoas  who,  in  the  register  of  the  olRees  and  agents  of  the 
govetniaent,  called  the  "Blue  Book,"  are  denominated  "clerks 
of  appointment;"  and  that  he  do  inform  the  house  from  what 
fund  or  appropriation  all  the  officers  and  persons  aforesaid, 
employed  in  his  department,  have  received  their  compensa- 
tion; and  that  he  be  further  directed  lo  state  to  this  hon«e, 
to  what  corporations  or  individuals,  (if  any),  the  post  office 
department  is  indebted  for  money  borrowed,  and  to  what 
amount  to  each  of  such  corporations  or  individuals  respectively, 
and  at  what  rates  of  interest  stich  loans  have  been  obtained; 
whether  the  department  has  overdrawn  the  amount  of  depo- 
eites  to  its  credit  in  bank  or  banks;  and  if  so,  in  what  balances  it 
is  now  indebted  to  such  banks;  in  what  in?tancee,  (if  any),  and 
to  what  amount,  the  department  has  anticipated  its  revenue  by 
draughts  on  post  offices  in  advance  of  the  current  quarter,  and 
whether  there  are  arrearages  due  to  any  contractors,  according 
to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  either  executed  or  continuing 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  and  to  whom,  and  to  what 
amoiunt  respectively;  and  what  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
indebtedness  of  the  department,  beyond  its  present  means  and 
resources,  to  discharge  all  its  pecuniary  obligations  in  time, and 
according  to  its  engagements  and  liabilities." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  103,  nays  50. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

The  speaker  said  the  resolution  must,  by  rule,  lie  one  day. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  dispense  with  the  rule. 

Mr.  Adatns  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  taken,  and  stood,  yeas  110,  nays  68.  Two  thirds 
not  consenting,  the  rule  was  not  suspended;  and  the  resolution 
ties  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war  re- 
lative to  the  death  of  Hardiman  Owens,  be  taken  up;  and  it  be- 
ing taken  up, 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  that  it  he  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Mr.  ClayWs  reference  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

A  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Gilmer  and  Clay,\r\ 
which  the  former,  after  disavowing  any  intention  of  attacking 
the  administration,  alluded  to  the  order  given  by  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  troops  "to  take  Owens  dead  or  alive," 
and  to  the  order  from  the  war  department  to  defend  the  prose- 
cution against  those  who  shot  him,  at  the  expense  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  by  an  agent  sent  for  that  purpose  from 
Washington.  Before  any  decision  was  had,  the  hour  expired, 
and  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  now  taken  up,  and 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  an  item  of  $3,500 
for  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  which  motion  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  McKinley,  Polk,  Lyon,  Clay,  Ashley  and  Lane,  and 
finally  rejected. 

Mr.  Vance  then  moved  to  strike  out  an  item  allowing  $10,000 
for  supplying  township  plats  to  c«rtain  land  offices:  after  several 
motions  to  amend  Mr.  V'«  motion  by  reducing  the  allowance  in 
the  item;  and  it  was,  after  considerable  debate,  reduced  to 
^5,000. 

Various  other  amendments  being  offered  and  disposed  of, 

Mr.  Selden  moved  to  introduce  a  proviso  in  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  compensation  of  United  States  district  attorneys, 
forbidding  them  to  bring  separate  suits  in  ca«es  whore  they 
can  be  consolidated.  On  this  amendment,  a  debate  arose  which 
lasted  till  5  oVIook,  when  the  commjtli'f  roac,  and  the  houc»e 
Adjourned.  ^ 


Wednesday,  April  30.  Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  to  the  bouse 
that  he  should,  to-morrow,  ask  permission  to  introduce  a  bill 
forbidding  the  corporations  of  Washington,  Alexandria  and 
Georgetown,  from  issuing  promissory  notes  below  the  denomi- 
nation of  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  McKennan  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Mardis,  and  Mr,  Galbraith,  ot  Pa. 
obtained  the  floor  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  in  the 
United  Slates,  was  taken  up  and  passed  through  committee^ 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  duration  of  the  commission  under  the 
French  treaty  for  two  years, 

And  the  bill  makingan  extension  under  the  treaty  with  Naples 
for  six  months,  were  severally  taken  up  and  passed  through 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  again  taken  up,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  day  consumed  in  dit^cussing  its  details 
without  coming  to  a  conclusion.  At  a  iate  hour  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  May  I.  Mr.  ^rfams  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  corporations  of  Washington,  Alex- 
andria, and  Georgetown  from  issuing  bills  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  ten  dollars:  which  bill  was  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Lincohi  moved  that  the  house  take  up  the  resolution  he 
had  moved  a  day  or  two  since,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  posl 
office  department. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  L.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  called  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows:  yeas  93,  nays  63.  There  not  being  two-thirds 
in  the  afiirmative,  the  rule  was  not  siispondeil. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole.  Tlie  question  still  being  on  the  allowances 
to  foreign  n)inisters,  the  debate  was  renewed  with  additional 
spirit  anil  interest,  and  continued  till  6  o'clock.  The  motion  to 
strike  out  the  salaries  of  ministers  to  England  and  Russia  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  101  to  69. 

Alter  which  the  house  adjourned. 

A  HORRIBLE  AFFAIR. 

The  occurrence  of  a  fire  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  Ifrth  olt. 
has  led  to  a  disclosure  of  circumstances  of  a  horrifying  charac- 
ter.    The  Courier  of  that  day  has  the  annexed  particulars: 

"A  fire  broke  out  this  morning  in  the  kitchen  of  madame  La- 
laurie,  corner  of  Royal  and  Bayou  streets,  which  was  soon 
wrapt  in  flames.  It  was  known  to  some  of  the  neighbors,  that 
the  upper  part  of  this  building  was  used  as  a  prison,  and  Ihat  it 
was  then  tenanted  by  several  unfortunate  slaves  loaded  with 
chains.  Information  of  this  fact  was  communicated  to  judge 
Canonge,  who  instantly  waited  on  Mr.  Lalaurie,  and  asked 
permission  of  that  gentleman,  in  a  polite  manner,  to  have  the 
slaves  removed  to  a  place  of  safety;  when  the  latter,  with  much 
rudeness  replied,  that  'there  were  those  who  would  be  better 
employed  if  they  would  attend  to  their  own  affairs  instead  of 
officiously  intermedling  with  the  concerns  of  other  people.' 
The  flames  gaining  rapidly  on  the  building,  orders  were  given 
to  break  open  the  doors,  which  being  promptly  obeyed,  a  most 
appalling  sight  was  presented,  in  the  shape  of  several  wretched 
negroes  emerging  from  the  fire,  their  bodies  covered  with  scars 
and  loaded  with  chains!  Amongst  them  was  a  female  slave, 
upwards  of  60  years  of  age,  who  could  not  move.  Some  young 
men  carried  her  to  the  city  guard  house,  where  the  others,  six 
in  number,  were  also  conducted,  to  be  protected  from  the  cru- 
elty of  their  owner.  We  saw  one  of  these  miserable  beingsi 
The  sight  was  so  horrible  that  we  could  scarce  look  upon  it. 
The  most  savage  heart  could  not  have  witnessed  the  spectacle 
unmoved.  He  had  a  large  hole  in  his  head,  his  body  from  head 
to  foot  was  covered  with  scars  and  filled  with  worms!!!  The 
sight  inspired  us  with  so  much  horror,  that  even  at  the  moment 
of  writing  this  article  we  shudder  from  its  effects.  Those  who 
have  seen  the  others  represent  them  to  be  in  a  similar  condition. 

"We  forbear  a  further  description  of  this  revolting  spectacle, 
as  it  can  hardly  be  agreeable  to  th«  feelings  of  our  readers.  We 
hope  the  grand  jury  will  take  cognizance  of  this  unparalleled  out- 
rage, and  bring  the  perpetrators  of  it  to  the  punishment  they  so 
richly  deserve." 

The  Bee  of  the  11th  April,  says— "The  populace  have  repair- 
ed to  the  house  of  this  woman,  and  have  demolished  and  de- 
stroyed every  thing  upon  which  they  could  lay  their  hands.  At 
the  time  of  inditing  this  the  fury  of  the  mob  remained  still  una- 
baled  and  threatens  the  demolition  of  the  entire  edifice." 

The  popular  fury  which  we  briefly  adverted  to  in  our  paper  of 
yesterday,  as  consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  the  barbarous 
and  fiendish  atrocities  committed  by  the  woman  Lalaurie  upon 
the  person  of  her  slaves,  continued  unabated  the  whole  of  the 
evening  before  last  and  part  of  yesterday  morning.  It  was  found 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  order,  for  the  sheriff  and 
his  officers  to  repair  to  the  place  of  riot  and  to  interpose  the  au- 
Ihoritvof  the  state,  which  we  are  pleased  to  notice  proved  ef- 
fectunl,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  of  those  acts  of  violence 
which  are  common  upon  similar  occasions.  We  regret  however, 
to  state  that  previously,  some  indignities  had  been  shown  to 
ludge  Canonge,  who  ventured  to  expostulate  with  the  assailants 
upon  the  propriety  of  ceasing  their  operations,  and  that  during 
the  same,  deadly  weapons  were  in  the  hands  of  tnany  persons, 
a  resort  to  which  at  one  time  was  sHriously  apprehended.  No- 
tliiiig  of  tlie  kind  happily,  Imwcvcr,  transpired. 
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Nearly  the  whole  of  the  edifice  is  demolished,  and  scarcely 
ftiiy  thing  remains  but  the  walls  vVliich  tiie  popular  vengeance 
4iave  ornamented  with  various  Writings  expressive  of  indigna- 
tion and  the  justness  of  their  punishment. 

The  loss  of  property  sustained  is  estimated  by  some  at  ^40,000, 
foul  wt/hers  think  this  calculation  exaggerated.  It  must,  how- 
ever, have  been  very  great  indeed,  as  the  furniture  alone  was  of 
Itoe  most  costly  kind,  consisting  of  pianoes,  armors,  &c.  &c. 
which  w^ere  removed  to  the  garret  and  thrown  from  thence  into 
the  street  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  of  no  possible  value 
whatever. 

This  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind  that  our  populace  have  ever 
engaged  in;  and  although  the  provocation  pleads  mucli  in  favor 
of  the  excesses  committed,  yet  we  dread  the  precedent.  To  say 
the  least  of  it,  it  may  be  excused,  but  can't  be  justified.  Sum- 
mary punishments,  the  results  of  popular  excitenient  in  a  go- 
vernment of  laws,  can  never  admit  of  justification,  let  the  cir- 
cumstances be  ever  so  aggravating. 

The  whole  of  yesterday  and  the  preceding  day,  the  police  jail 
was  crowded  by  persons  pressing  forward  to  witness  tiie  unfor- 
;tunate  wretches  who  had  escaped  cruelties  that  would  com- 
|)are  with  those  of  a  Domitien,  a  Nero  or  a  Caligulal  Four 
thousand  persons  at  least,  it  is  computed,  have  already  visited 
these  victims  to  convince  themselves  of  their  eulferings. 

STEAMBOAT  LAW. 

Liouisiana  has  been  the  first  state  to  set  the  example  of  vigor- 
ous legislation  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  negligence 
in  the  navigation  and  management  of  steamboats.  For  the  sy- 
nopsis of  the  law  which  she  has  made  on  that  subject,  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Baltimore  American,  as  follows: 

*'The  legislature  of  Louisiana,  which  has  just  adjourned, 
Adopted  a  very  severe,  and,  we  trust,  efficient  law  for  the  regu- 
lation of  steamboats,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  explosion.  The 
number  of  fatal  accidents  on  the  Mississippi — particularly  the 
•disastrous  one  by  which  senator  Johnston  lost  his  life — impe- 
«-iously  called  for  some  legislative  interference,  to  secure  care 
and  fidelity  in  the  management  of  engines,  and  every  practica- 
ble assurance  of  their  soundness.  The  new  law  manifests  great 
a/ixiety  to  establish  minute  precautions  against  accident,  as 
well  as  misconduct;  and  imposes  heavy  penalties  on  the  agents 
and  owners,  in  every  case  of  damage  which  any  possible-care 
might  have  prevented.  To  make  the  law  more  effective,  it  has 
been  sent  to  the  executives  of  all  the  states  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  its  tributaries,  for  similar  action. 

The  law  establishes  the  office  of  state  engineer  for  the  port  of 
New  Orleans.  The  duty  of  the  engineer  is  to  examine,  once  in 
(three  months,  the  strength  of  the  boilers  of  steamboats  plying 
«yithin  the  waters  of  the  state;  to  test  them  by  hydraulic  pres- 
sure to  tkree  timas  the  weight  of  steam  they  may  be  supposed 
capable  ofearrying;  and  to  furnish  each  boat  with  a  certificate, 
fii{)ecifying  the  weight  pf  steam  which  may  be  safely  used. 

In  case  any  accident  happens  on  board  of  any  boat,  not  pos- 
sessiiag  the  proper  certificates,  neither  captain,  owner  nor  agent, 
can  recover  any  claim  for  freigiit  or  insurance;  the  owner  or 
agent  is  matle  responsible  to  the  shipper,  to  the  full  amount  of 
all  damage^  and  the  captain  is  further  subjected  to  a  fine,  not 
{ess4hau  $500,  nor  more  than  $2,000,  and  to  imprisonment  for  not 
less  than  three  months^  nor  more  than  three  years.  If  lives  are 
logt,  the  captain  is  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  manslaughter. 

Tlje  same  penalties  to  the  several  parties  are  provided  in  case 
*f  aay  accident  in  navigation,  from  overloading,  racing,  carry- 
tag  liigher  s£eam  than  the  certificate  allows,  or  any  accident 
"liui  mayoecur  while  the  captain,  pilot  or  engineer  is  engaged 
in  gambling,  or  attending  to  any  game  of  chance  or  hazard." 

The  same  penalties  are  provided  in  case  of  any  accident  from 
gunpowder,  shipped  without  a  written  notice  of  the  fact  being 
posted  in  three  conspic^ious  parts  of  the  boat. 

Shippers  are  made  liable  to  a  fine  of  $200  for  shipping  gun- 
powder without  notice  to  the  niaster  or  clerk;  and  also  made 
liable  for  damages  that  may  happen  by  any  accident  therefrom; 
and,  in  case  of  loss  of  life,  are  adjudged  guilty  of  manslaughter. 

In  passing,  on  the  river,  the  descending  boat  is  commanded 
to  shut  off  steam  and  float  down,  when  within  a  mile  of  an  as- 
cending boat — the  latter  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  steering 
clear  of  the  other,  and  being  liable  for  all  damages. 

Other  minute  directions  are  given,  but  the  above  form  the 
principal  enactments  of  the  law,  which  appear  to  be  drawn  up 
with  a  determination  to  enforce  rigorous  penalties  against  any 
^carelessness  in  the  management  of  steam  engines  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  McLEAN. 

Certain  assertions  that  Mr.  McLean  would  not  be  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency  in  opposition  to  the  decision  of  a  national 
convention,  gave  rise  to  the  following  letter  from  him: 
To  the  editor  of  the  Hamilton  (O.)  h\fellis,p.ncer. 

Washington, '^l^th  March,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  in 
which  you  inform  me  that  at  a  late  public  meeting  in  Hamilton, 
"a  number  of  letters  were  read  to  the  meeting;  stating,  in  effect, 
tliat  I  had  expressed  a  determination  not  to  be  a  candidate  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  tlini  their  impression  was 
preat;  and  you  request  me  to  say  wlieilicr  I  intend  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  regardless  of  the  decision  of  a  na- 
tional convention." 

No  individual  has  had  the  sliadowof  authoiity  for  making  the 
xJj(^ve  statement. 


Whether  I  shall  become  a  candidate  or  not,  will  depend  en- 
tirely on  the  voluntary  action  of  the  people.  The  choice  of 
their  public  servants,  in  my  opinion,  belongs  to  the  people,  and; 
not  to  tiiose  who,  from  selfish  views,  may  assume  the  respoo- 
sibility  of  acting  for  them. 

I  am  opposed  to  a  national  caucus  or  convention  now,  as  I' 
was  in  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  when  an  attempt 
was  made,  through  its  influence,  to  elect  a  president  of  the  U.- 
States. 

A  national  convention  is  contrary  to  the  established  usages  eff 
the  democratic  j)arty.  It  has  a  direct  tendency  to  place  the 
wliole  political  power  of  the  country,  into  the  hands  of  a  fevw 
individuals,  and  to  deprive  the  people  of  a  full  and  fair  expre»»- 
sion  of  their  will.  It  will  substitute  for  the  oflicial  organs,  un-- 
der  the  constitution  and  laws,  a  cabal,  which  will  control,, 
througii  a  corrupt  influence,  the  whole  action  and  policy  of  the. 
government. 

Under  such  a  system  the  people  will  be  kept  in  a  state  of  ex- 
citement, the  moral  Ibrce  of  our  institutions  will  be  eventually 
destroyed,  and  the  ruin  of  our  governnietit  must  soon  follow. 

To  keep  the  election  of  president  out  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  so  altering  the  con- 
stitution as  to  send  tiie  election  a  second  time  to  the  people, 
if  there  should  be  a  failure  to  elect  on  the  first  attempt.  Under 
no  circumstances  will  I  consent  to  be  the  instrument  of  defeat- 
ing an  election  of  president  by  the  people. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  our  government  can  only  be  sustain- 
ed in  its  purity  and  vigor,  by  keeping  the  elective  franchise 
near  the  people,  and  out  of^the  hands  of  political  managers,  my 
course,  in  regard  to  the  future,  will  in  no  degree  be  influenced 
by  the  contemplated  national  convention. 

In  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  democratic  party,  state 
conventions,  under  certain  circumstances  are  not  only  proper, 
but  necessary.  But  the  only  legitimate  objects  of  such  a  con- 
vention, is  to  ascertain  public  sentiment,  and  not  to  manufac- 
ture it.  Its  members  should  be  chosen  by  the peojjZc,  and  to  the 
convention  should  be  borne  and  expressed  the  known  wishes  of 
the  people.     With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 

"THE  EXPERIMENT." 

Jl  list  of  cotton  mills  now  stopped  in  the  vicinity  of  Providenee,. 

Rhode  Island. 

Spindles. 

S.  &  I.  Slater,  at  Smithfield,  one  mill 2,500 

Blackstone  manufacturing  company,  one  mill .. .  .4,000 
Carrington  manufacturing  company,  at  Smithfield  2,000 
Albion  do.  do.  do.  6,000 

Jenkins  &  Mann  do.  do.  3,200 

Londale  manufacturing  do.  do.  3,000 

Almy  &  Brown 2,000 

John  H.  Clark 1 ,700 

Richmond  munufacturing  companv,  (Scituate). .  .1,800 

Pomfret  do.  do..". 3,200 

Dexter  Ballow l,20a 

Globe  manufacturing  company 1,600 

Peleg  C.  Remington 800 

Charles  Hadwin 1,800 

William  Read 1,100 

George  B.  Ruggles 2,000 

Phenix  manufacturing  company 4,500 

Merino  mills 3,000 

Mauchang  manufacturing  company 4,300 

Cuttler,  Stafford  &  Co 3,000 

W.  R.  Greene 1,000 

Eldridge  mills 2,500 

Leflin  well  &  Evans 1,000 

A.  &  F.  Alexander 1,000 

Mason ville  mills 1,500 

Harvey,  Dresser  &  Co.  South  Bridge 2,000 

Exeter  mills 1,200 

Cove  mills 2,000 

Kent's  mills 2,000 

Arnold's  mills,  Utter  manufacturing  company....  1,200 


70,400 

SPEECH  OF  MR.   LACOCK. 

The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  a  speech  recently  made  by 
Mr.  Lacock,  in  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

"ft  is  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  Lacock,  more  than  one- 
tliird  of  a  century,  since  I  was  associated  in  political  life  with 
your  sire  and  vour  grandsire.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  your 
brother  from  Armstrong;  and  with  your  father,  and  yours,  I  was 
long  and  honorably  associated.  (Here  Mr.  Lacock  designated 
six  or  eiaht  young  men,  the  fathers  of  whom  had  been  with  him 
in  the  legislature.)  It  was  from  and  with  tiiem  I  learned  my 
political  creed,  and  was  taught  to  love  and  honor  Pennsylva- 
nia. They  have  gone,  or  most  of  them,  from  good  works  I  trust, 
in  this,  to  high  reward.*,  in  a  better  wot  Id.  Will  not  you,  the 
sons  of  those  venerated  sire.«,  listen  to  the  warning  voice  of 
their  old  political  friend,  who  now  addresses  you,  and  who  has 
been  permitted,  in  mercy,  to  linger  behind  his  associates,  and  is 
here  standing,  solitary  and  alone,  upon  this  floor,  conjuring  and 
beseeching  hisyoung  friends  to  redeem  and  save  the  country, 
its  constitution, and  its  laws.  Tiiis  can  only  be  done  by  break- 
ing the  political  fetters  with  which  you  are  bound. 
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Remember  we  have  taken  a  solemn  oath,  not  to  support  par- 
ly, but  tiie  conslitutioti  and  laws  of  the  country.  These  you 
have  seen  tranipied  under  foot.  You  find  a  wide-spread  rUin 
around  you;  and,  where  peace  and  plenty  had  lately  smiled,  you 
now  find  bitter  strife  and  coriteHtiun  on  the  one  liand,  and  pe^ 
nury  and  v.'ant  upon  the  other;  and  in  this  stale  of  misery  and 
guttering,  the  cries  of  ihousands  from  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh have,  by  their  delegates,  been  presented  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  from  whence  the  suppliants  lor  mercy  have  been  driven 
back,  loaded  with  outrage,  insult  and  contenrpt.  Let  me  ask 
you  again,  said  jMr.  Lac'ock,  my  young  friends,  will  you  bear 
this?  If  you  will,  f  will  not.  1  feel  a  spark  of  holy  fire  from 
the  alter  of  '76  kindling  to  a  blaze  in  my  boson,  and  while  a  pul- 
sation of  the  blood  of  '76  throbs  in  my  heart,  or  flovvs  in  my 
veins,  I  shall  raise  cny  voice,  and  nerve  my  arm,  if  possible, 
,vith  youthful  vigor,  to  speak,  and  stike  too,  in  defence  of  the 
liberty  and  freedom,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  my  countryl" 

RECEIPTS  FROM  POSTAGE. 
A  statement  of  the  net  amount  of  postage  accruing  in  each 

stai«  and  territory,  &c.  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  March, 

1833. 

Maine ^40,924  53 

New  Hampshire. 21,329  71 

Vermont 22,685  56 

Massachustttts 154,444  45 

Rhode  Island 17,686  44 

Connecticut 48,341  39 

New  York 400,694  05 

New  Jersey 30,365  07 

Pennsylvania 229,305  28 

Delaware '. .  .6,390  98 

Maryland 81,577  73 

District  of  Columbia 15,721  71 

Virginia.,.. 109,990  16 

North  Carolina 35,722  53 

South  Carolina 58,004  34 

Georgia 75,420  07 

Florida  territory 7,306  45 

Alabama 37,582  58 

Mississippi 22,430  93 

Louisiana '^P'l^^  ^^ 

Arkansas  territory 3,733  1 1 

Tennessee 41,402  33 

Kentucky 49,511  44 

Ohio 86,171  84 

Micliigan  territory 9,615  72 

Indiana 18,146  48 

Illinois 12,350  88 

Missouri 17,648  52 


Grand  total .'$1,701,332  71 

Postages  received  at  the  places  mentioned. 

New  York  city,  was $179,732  77 

Philadelphia 1 12,789  45 

Boston 69,893  76 

Baltimore 58,643  22 

New  Orleans 34,361  93 

Charleston 29,339  60 

Cincinnati 20,140  31 

Richmond 19,778  80 

Albany 15,685  11 

Pittsburgh 15,237  02 

Savannah 14,896  44 

Augusta,  Geo 14,202  78 

Providence 9,954  59 

New  Haven 7,743  80 

Hartford 6,818  71 

Portland 5,195  67 

Newark 4,483  75 

— "►>©  ®  a«««'»  ■ 
TAMMANY  SOCIETY,  OR  COLUMBIAN  ORDER. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Tammany  society,  or  Columbian  order, 
held  at  the  great  wigwam,  New  York,  on  Monday  evening, 2lst 
April,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  as  the  political  tenets  of  this  so- 
ciety, the  democratic  principles  of  Jefferson,  and  especially, 
also,  that  great  republican  feature  of  the  constitution,  that  all 
powers  not  clearly  delegated  by  instrument,  "are  reserved  to 
the  states  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

Resolved,  That  we  conceive  it  the  duty  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress,  to  confine  themselve.s  rigidly  to  the 
sphere  of  action  assigned  them  by  the  constitution,  and  not  to 
depart  from  the  legitimate  objects  of  legislation  by  the  passage 
of  "resolutions"  totally  disconnected  with  them. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  tlie  "protest"  of  the  president  against 
the  assumed  and  unconstitutional  course  of  the  senate,  as  wor- 
thy the  high  source  whence  it  emanated;  and  as  a  state  paper 
in  which  the  duties  of  the  executive,  in  reference  to  the  treasu- 
ry department,  are  clearly  and  correctly  expounded,  according 
to  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  wc  retain  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
strict  integrity  and  singleness  of  purpose,  of  our  venerable  chief 
maaistrate;  and  exceedingly  regret  that  in  the  decline  of  life 
and  in  the  maturity  of  experience,  he  should  bo  grossly  assailed 
and  calumniated  by  interested  partisans,  for  adopting  those 
measures  which  tend  alone  to  promote  the  safety,  as  well  as 
the  prosperity  and  glory  of  his  country. 


Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resnlutionsj  signed  by 
the  grand  sachem  and  secretary,  be  transmitted  to  tlie  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  (jiiited  Slates,  senators  Wright  and 
Taltmadge,  and  honorable  Messrs.  Canibrtieiig,  White  and 
Lawrence,  and  be  published  in  all  the  democratic  papers  in  this 
city.  SHIVERS  PARKER,  gra7idsac/iem. 

John  J.  Bedient,  secretary. 

Wigwam,  Manhattan,  season  of  blossoms,  year  of  discovery 
342,  of  independence  58,  and  of  the  institution  the  45th. 

How  will  they  manage  with  the  "codicil?" 

Let  us  hear  what  Mr.  Ritchie  saye — 

'^Now,  we  admit  at  once  that  congress  has  the  right  to  place 
the  public  (unds,  not  only  in  whatsoever  places  they  may  please, 
but  in  whosever  hands  they  please.  We  contend,  that  'the 
custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  not 
appropriated  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  under  the 
order  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States' — that 
f/iea/, may  entrust  its  custody  to 'other  agency  than  that  of  the 
executive  dtpartment;' and  that  <Aejy 'may  take  out  of  the  hands 
of  Aie  executive  department'  the  custody  of  it,  'without  an  as- 
sumption of  executive  power.'  " 

— ".♦©  ®  C»»H' 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  DELAWARE. 

Following  Mr.  Leigh  in  debute  on  Friday,  Jijnil  18. 
fMr.  Leigh  having  concluded,  Mr.  Ewing  obtained  the  floor, 
and  desired  an  adjournment  before  he  proceeded  vyith  his  re- 
marks on  the  president's  protest;  but  gave  way,  to  enable  Mr. 
Wilkins  to  move  that  the  senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business.] 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  that  he  could  not  assent  to  this  motion. 
The  president  has  menaced  the  very  constitutional  existence  of 
the  senate.  He  says  that,  whether  its  censures  are  submitted 
to  or  resisted  by  him,  in  either  event  the  consequences  result- 
ing from  its  conduct,  must  "lead  to  serious  alterations  of  the 
frame- work  of  the  constitution."  And  he  gives  utterance  to 
this  sentiment  in  the  sentence  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  senate 
as  a  "body  holding  their  offices  for  long  terms,  not  elected  by 
the  people;"  while  in  the  communication  from  which  this  me- 
nace is  extracted,  the  object  of  it  is  exposed  by  the  insinuation 
that  the  senate  may,  in  future,  refuse  to  sanction  the  appropria- 
tions of  public  money  as  he  desires,  or  to  confirm  his  nomina- 
tions. This  threat,  accompanied  by  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
while  his  executive  nomination  of  a  host  of  office  holders  is  be- 
fore us,  demand  of  us,  in  my  judgment,  the  exercise  of  whatever 
of  energy  and  firmness  of  character  we  possess,  to  vindicate 
and  maintain  the  honor,  dignity  and  character  of  the  American 
senate,  and  of  the  states  it  represents.  I  propose,  sir,  that  we 
pass  no  bill,  nor  confirm  any  important  and  disputed  nomina- 
tion, until  we  have  decided  the  question  before  us;  after  which, 
unawed  by  power,  and  unruffled  by  passion,  let  us  proceed, 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  the  president's  threats,  insults  or 
denunciations,  to  do  our  duty  precisely  as  if  he  had  not  violated 
his.  Let  us  then — but  not  till  then — forget  that  this  election- 
eering document  ever  had  an  existence,  and  proceed  to  reject 
all  his  nominations  which  ought  to  be  rejected,  as  well  as  to 
confirm  all  that  ought  to  be  confirmed;  in  short,  to  do  all  that 
ought  to  be  done,  without  the  slightest  regard  to  any  stratagem 
he  may  resort  to,  for  the  purpose  of  seducing  or  frightening  us 
from  our  duty. 

Sir,  the  true  view  of  this  subject  will  not  escape  the  Ameri- 
can people.  They  will  see  at  once,  that  the  president  has  been 
guilty  of  a  palpable  violation  of  the  fundamental  privileges  of 
their  public  servants  in  this  hall.  The  third  section  of  the  second 
articlii  of  the  constitution,  regulating  the  official  intercourse  of 
the  president  with  the  senate,  gives  him  power  to  send  messa- 
ges to  the  senate — 1st,  containing  information  of  the  state  of  the 
union — and,2dly,  recommending  some  measures  for  their  con- 
sideration and  adoption.  It  has  not  been  pretended  that  this 
message  purports  to  give  information  of  the  state  of  the  union, 
or  that  it  recommends  any  measure  whatever  for  the  senate  to 
adopt.  On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  purports  to  be  a  mere 
"protest"  against  a  measure  already  considered  and  adopted. 
It  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  senate,  as  unjustifiable  and  un- 
constitutional, in  agreeing  to  the  resolution  which  <lenied  his 
unlimited  authority  over  the  purse,  as  well  as  the  sword  of  the 
nation;  it  debates  his  claim  of  royal  prerogative,  and  r<"afiirms 
all  his  pretensions  to  unlimited  power;  it  professes  "promptly 
to  expo.se  the  wrongs  the  senate  has  done  him;"  and  for  this 
purpose,  and  under  this  pretence,  demands  a  place  on  our  re- 
cords. It  recommends  no  legislation,  proposes  nothing,  not 
even  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  resolution;  and  is  intended  as 
a  popular  harangue,  to  be  used  by  his  partisans  in  the  coming 
elections.  He  might  as  well  ask  us  to  insert  any  other  matter 
on  our  journals,  which  is  daily  published  by  his  government 
press,  for  the  same  purposes. 

The  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Lei;ih)  has  shown,  hy  refer- 
ring to  Mr.  Jefferson's  Manual,  that,  independently  of  the  grant 
of  power  to  the  president  in  the  constitution,  to  send  us  messa- 
ges touching  the  state  of  the  union,  and  to  reeommend  certain 
measures  for  the  action  of  congress,  the  law  of  parliament  aives 
him  no  right  to  take  notice  of  any  matter  dependin£,  or  oC  votes 
that  have  been  s,iven,  or  of  speeches  which  have  been  held  by 
the  members  of  either  of  tin;  branches  of  the  legislature,  until 
the  same  have  been  communicated  to  him  in  the  usual  parlia- 
mentary manner.  The  resolution  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
president's  message,  was  never  communicated  to  him.  It  was 
a  mere  test  of  the  opinions  of  the  senate  preparatory  to  its  own 
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future  legislative  action,  and,  as  such.  Was  not  even  communi- 
cated to  the  other  house.  Our  duty,  on  this  oceasionj  is  illus- 
Irattd  by  the  piecedent  ret'fjrrcd  to  hy  Mr.  Jrfierson,  and  l-o 
much  approved  hy  him  that  lie  has  preserved  it  and  made  it  a 
part  oChis  Manual.  "Tlius,"  says  he,  "tlio  king's  taking;  notice 
ef  the  bill  (or  suppressin;,'  sohiiers,  depending  heCore  the  house, 
his  propo.-iing  a  provisiuiial  clause  for  a  bill  before  it  was  |)re- 
setited  to  him  by  the  two  houses;  his  expressing  (lihjileanure 
against  some  persons  for  matters  moved  in  pailiainent  during 
the  debate  and  preparation  of  a  bill,  were  breaches  of  privilege; 
and,  in  1783,  it  was  declared  a  breach  of  fundamenial  privileges 
to  report  any  opinion  or  pretended  opinion  of  the  king,  on  any 
bill  or  proceeding  depending  in  either  house  of  parliament,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  votes  of  the  members."  The  leading 
precedent  among  those  ref(;rred  to  by  Mr.  Jetferson,  to  sustain 
hiij^  opinion,  is  one  to  which  I  now  invite  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  senate.  I  refer  to  Clarendon's  report  of  it,  because 
the  advocates  of  the  royal  prerogative,  or  of  executive  power, 
in  any  age,  will  most  readily  respect  his  authority. 

In  the  year  1641,  at  the  first  dawn  of  civil  liberty  in  that 
country  from  which  we  have  drawn  our  principal  institutions, 
a  dispute  arose  between  the  commons  of  England  and  tiie  king, 
pending  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  Irelandj 
in  which  the  conmions  denied  the  king's  prerogative  in  any 
case,  but  that  of  invasion  from  a  foreign  power,  to  press  the 
freeborn  subject.  Remark,  sir,  that  the  dispute  between  the 
king  and  the  house  of  commons  was,  at  that  day,  as  this  be- 
tween the  president  and  senate  is,  a  question  of  executive 
power  and  prerogative.  We  deny  the  president's  right  to  the 
purse,  while  we  adtnit  his  right  to  the  sword.  They  denied 
the  king's  right  to  unlimited  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  free- 
born  subject,  when  called  upon  by  his  prince  to  wield  the  sword. 
The  house  of  lords  took  part  in  ihe  dispute  with  the  king,  as 
our  house  of  represetitatives,  though  undoubtedly  swayed  by 
the  best  of  motives,  now  take  part  with  the  president.  The 
commons  of  1641,  (the  whigs  of  the  day),  resisted  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, in  defiance  of  both  king  and  lords.  Thereupon,  the 
king  went  to  the  house  of  commons  and  expressed  his  princely 
zeal  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  in  terms  as  honeyed  as  our  presi- 
dent has  employed  to  express  his  regard  for  the  people  in  this 
message;  and,  (says  Clarendon),  "faAwo;  7io<ice  of  the  bill  for 
pressing,  depending  with  the  lords,  as  the  commons  had  passed 
it,  and  the  dispute  raised  concerning  that  ancient  and  undoubted 
prerogative,  to  avoid  further  debate,  the  king  offered  t^iat  the 
bill  should  pass  with  a  salvo  jure  both  for  the  king  and  peo- 
ple," (the  meaning  of  which  was  that  neither  the  claim  of  the 
commons  nor  that  of  the  king  should  be  considered  thereafter 
settled  hy  the  precedent),  even  as  our  president  now  asks  to 
put  his  protest  on  the  journal,  "fo  th<t  end  that  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  tnay  not  hereafter  be  drawn  into  precedent  uith  the  au- 
thority of  silent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  executive  deparl- 
*ne»it." 

You  observe,  sir,  that  no  official  communication,  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  commons  of  England,  had  been  made,  by  order 
of  that  house,  to  the  king.  His  majesty  sent  his  protest,  scZuo 
jure,  to  that  house,  as  our  president  has  sent  his  protest  to  this 
senate,  without  any  previous  official  information  of  the  pro 
ceedings  regarding  the  executive  power  and  prerogative.  The 
important  difference  between  the  two  cases  lies  here:  that  in 
the  case  of  the  king,  notice  was  taken  of  the  bill  pending,  before 
it  was  presented  to  him  for  his  approbation  or  dislike,  in  due 
course  of  parliament;  in  the  case  of  the  president,  while  notice 
was  taken  of  a  resolution  before  it  was  presented  to  hiin  in  due 
-course  of  congress,  and  which  was  never  intended  (as  he  well 
knew)  to  be,  nor  could  be,  presented  to  him  for  his  approbation 
or  dislike,  notice  was  also  taken  of  the  debates  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  of  all  the  amendments  moved  to  it,  and  the  president's 
displeasure  was  also  distinctly  and  strongly  expressed  against 
at  least  four  of  the  senators  who  voted  for  it — I  mean,  sir,  the 
senators  from  New  Jersey,  Maine  and  Ohio. 

Now,  let  us  inquire  what  was  done  by  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, in  1641,  after  the  king  had  sent  in  his  protest.  Why,  the 
lords,  who  before  had  diflx'red  in  opinion  with  the  commons  on 
the  subject  of  the  prerogative — yes,  sir,  those  peers  who  had 
before  considered  the  doctrine  which  denied  the  authoiity  to 
press  the  freeborn  subject  as  "new,  and  contrary  to  the  usage 
and  custom  of  all  t"tmes."  as  many  now  declare  our  denial  of 
the  president's  right  to  remove  even  a  marshal  who  shall  not 
refuse,  at  his  bidding,  to  execute  a  decision  of  one  of  our  courts, 
if  the  president  choose  to  consider  it  unconstitutional,  as  new 
and  contrary  to  all  former  usage — those  very  tory  peers,  I  say, 
voted,  with  the  commons,  that  the  kinii's  protest  was  a  MANf- 
FEST  BREACH  OF  THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
Clarendon  informs  us,  that,  as  soOn  as  the  king's  proposition 
wsis  received,  the  divided  lords  and  commons  immediately  nnit- 
ed  themselves  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  declaring  "that,  amongst 
the  privileges  of  parliament,  it  was  their  ancient  and  undoubted 
right,  that  his  majesty  ouaht  not  to  take  notice  of  any  matter  in 
aailalion  or  debate,  in  either  house  of  parliarMcnt,  fii(i  .^y  (Aei?- 
informalion  and  agreement;  and  that  his  majesty  ought  not  to 
propound  any  condition,  piovision  or  limitation^  to  any  bill  or 
act,  in  d(-bate  or  preparation,  in  either  house  of  parliament;  OR 
TO  DECLARE  HIS  CONSENT  OR  DISSENT,  HIS  APPRO- 
RATION  OR  DISLIKE  OF  THE  SAME,  BEFORR  IT  RE 
PRESENTED  TO  HIM  IN  DUE  COURSE  OF  PARLIA- 
MENT. They  declared  tiiat  all  those  privileges  had  been  late- 
ly broken,  to  their  great  sorrow  and  grief,  in  that  speech  which 
his  majesty  had  made  to  them,  wherein  he  took  notice  of  a  bill 


for  pressir.g  of  soldiers,  and  offered  a  salvo  jure  and  provisional 
clause  to  be  added  to  ir,  before  it  was  presented  to  hint',  and 
therefore  they  besought  him,  by  his  royal  power,  to  protecl  ihetm 
in  those  and  the  other  privileges  of  liis  high  court  of  parliair>SHt; 
and  that  he  would  not,  for  the  time  to  come,  break  or  iiiterrapt 
them;  and  that,  (or  the  reparation  of  them  in  that  their  griev- 
ance and  complaint,  lie  would  declare  and  make  known  the 
name  of  such  person,  by  whose  misinformation  an<i  tTil  coun- 
sel, his  majesty  was  induced  to  the  same,  that  he  might  reccivo 
condign  punishment.'^ 

"And  having  delivered  this  petition,"  says  the  royal  histo- 
rian, "they  no  more  considered  Ireland,  till  this  manifest  brinck 
should  be  repaired — which  they  resolved  nothing  should  do  but 
the  passing  of  the  bill" — and  so,  in  the  end,  after  a  long  contro- 
versy between  the  whigs  and  tories  of  that  day,  between  the 
people  or  parliament  on  the  one  side,  and  the  king  on  the  other, 
the  king,  he  adds,  "was  compelled  to  pass  the  bill  for  presaing, 
which  the  commons  had  prepared."  Yes,  sir,  the  whiga  of  1641 
refused  to  transact  any  other  bus-iness,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, until  the  breach  of  their  privileges  was  repaired.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  "salvo  jure,"  or  protest  of  the  monarch,  was  to  gain 
all  the  supplies  for  his  army  without  a  surrender  o(  his  preroga- 
tive— the  object  of  the  president  now  is,  to  obtain  our  consent 
to  all  his  appointments,  and  to  gain  all  the  appropriations  for 
the  salaries  of  all  his  officers,  as  he  terms  them,  not  only  with- 
out a  surrender  of  his  asserted  prerogative  of  unlimited  power 
over  them  all,  but  in  defiance  of  the  senate,  and  wliile  he  com- 
pels us  to  admit  his  claim  on  our  own  records.  Sir,  I  desire  to 
imitate  at  least  a  part  of  the  exam|)le  set  me  in  the  illustrious 
precedent  of  1641.  1  will  not  fall  below  the  standard  of  opposi- 
tion to  kingly  prerogative  and  executive  encroachment,  estab- 
lished by  that  parliament,  which  brought  a  British  monarch  to 
terms,  and  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  light  of  civil 
liberty.  This  act  of  Charles,  in  1641,  was  one  of  that  series  of 
aggressions  which  eventually  brought  the  English  tyrant  to  the 
block.  It  remains  for  the  American  senate  to  say,  whether  it 
will  proceed  to  consider  the  other  business  of  the  session,  be- 
fore its  own  character  and  its  own  just  claims  and  privileges 
have  been  vindicated  and  reasserted,  by  the  proper  disposition 
of  this  protest.  But,  for  myself,  I  repeat  that,  viewing  this  act 
as  a  flagrant  breach  of  privilege,  and  an  attempt  to  lecture  and 
intimidate  the  senate,  because  it  has  dared  to  discuss  and  de- 
clare the  limits  of  the  prerogative  and  power  of  one  who  has 
extended  his  claims  far  beyond  those  of  any  Biitish  monarch 
since  the  English  revolution,  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  and  every  other  mo- 
tion to  proceed  to  any  other  important  business,  before  this  pa- 
per has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  followed  on  the  same  side,  expressing  his  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  views  taken  by  the  senator  from  Delaware, 
and  his  earnest  hope  that  the  senate  would  refuse  to  proceed  to 
any  other  business. 

Mr.  Wilkins  replied  that  he  only  wished  the  senate  to  consi- 
der a  treaty. 

Mr.  Sprague  said  the  treaty  was  unimportant  at  this  lime, 
and  concurred  fully  in  the  views  of  Mr.  Clayton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 
—••>►>©  ®  8oi"  ' 
PRESENTMENT  OF    A  GRAND  JURY. 
From  the  New  York  Courier  ^  Enquirer. 
The  grand  jury  of  Davidson  county,  N.  C.  have  presented 
Andrev^'  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States,  as  having  dis- 
appointed the  reasonable   expectations  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  who   had  supported  him  "under  the  conviction  that 
he  would  correct  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  govern- 
ment and  bring  it  back  to  its  original   purity  and  simplicity;" 
but  so  far  from  this,  he  is  doing  more  says  the  grand  jury,  "by  a 
hundred  fold  to  subvert  the  constitution  and  change  the  form 
of  government  than  any  or  all  of  his  predecessors  put  together." 
The  grand  jury  goes  on  to  specify  his  acts.    The  following  are 
but  a  part  of  ttiem;  we  have  not  room  for  the  whole. 

1st.  For  his  arbitrary,  despotic  and  unconstitutional  con- 
duct, in  seizing  the  public  money,  removing  it  from  the  place 
where  it  had  been  deposited  by  law,  and  distributing  it  among 
various  favorite  local  banks,  scattered  all  over  the  country, 
many  of  which  are  of  very  doubtful  and  suspicious  character — 
thereby  endangering  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  setting 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  at  naught.  This  act  of  arbitrary 
power  has  deranged  the  whole  trade  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try, and  has  brought  ruin  and  bankruptcy  on  thousands  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  while  every  industrious  and  hard  working  man 
throughout  the  land  has,  more  or  less,  been  injured  by  it. 

2d.  We  present  him  for  his  reckless  obstinacy  in  this  mea- 
sure, after  he  sees  its  ruinous  consequences,  and  after  he  must 
see  that  it  incurs  the  general  disapprobation  of  the  American 
people. 

3d.  We  present  him  for  his  haughty  and  kingly  deportment 
towards  various  fellow  citizens,  who,  from  time  to  time,  have 
called  on  him  as  deputations  sent  by  large  assemblages  of  peo- 
ple, to  lay  their  sufferings  and  distress  before  him,  and  to  ask 
relief.  We  think  it  a  bad  omen  for  liberty,  when  the  deputieg 
of  the  people  are  denied  admittance  to  the  president,  who  is 
only  the  people's  servant,  or,  when  admitted,  to  be  spurned 
from  his  presence  with  words  of  anger  and  scorn,  and  told  to  go 
and  seek  relief  elsewhere. 

4th.  We  present  him  as  having  violated  all  his  solemn  pro- 
mises and  pledges  made  to  the  country  before  his  election,  and 
wliile  he  was  a  candidate.    Among  other  things,  he  promised 
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to  reform  the  abuses  of  the  government,  and  to  correct  the  ex- 
travagances and  corruplioHs  which  had  crept  into  its  practice; 
but,  so  far  from  having  done  this,  these  extravagances  and  cor- 
ruptions have  increased  with  every  year  of  his  administration. 
We  see  that  during  the  last  year  the  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment have  run  up  to  the  enormous  sum  of22,000,000  of  dollars, 
nearly  or  altogether  double  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  treble 
what  they  were  during  the  economical  administration  of  Thos. 
Jefferson.  Unless  a  speedy  stop  be  put  to  this  prodigality,  it  is 
certain  that,  in  a  very  siiort  time,  the  people  may  look  out  for 
additional  taxes  and  burthens. 

5lh.  We  present  him  for  his  ruthless  course  of  proscription 
towards  those  who  have  held  appointments  under  the  federal 
government,  and  who  were  not  his  political  partisans.  Con- 
trary to  the  example  of  all  his  predecessors,  he  has  driven 
hundreds  of  honest  men  out  of  office,  noton  account  of  crimes, 
or  malpractices,  but  merely  for  opinions  sake — that  is,  because 
they  differed  with  him,  or  some  of  his  favorites,  in  their  politi- 
cal opinions.  And,  in  filling  offices,  in  most  cases,  he  puts  in 
those  who  will  not  only  flatter  his  vanity  by  fulsome  adulation 
unbefitting  our  republican  manners  and  institutions,  but  who 
constantly  busy  themselves  in  electioneering  to  impose  on  the 
country,  as  the  next  president,  his  avowed  favorite. 

6th.  We  present  him  for  prostituting  the  patronage  and  the 
money  of  the  government  to  aid  his  favorite  in  his  struggle  to 
attain  the  next  presidential  chair;  thus  taking  on  himself  to  dic- 
tite  to  the  people  who  they  shall  elect,  and  like  the  Caesars  of 
Rome,  declare  his  successor. 

THE  ALTERATIONS  OF  THE  PROTEST. 
It  was  not  until  after  the  last  Register  was  in  the  press,  that 
we  saw  the  following  explanatory  article,  else  it  would  have 
been  inserted: 

Washington,  April  22,  1834. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Globe: 

Sir:  Understanding  that  certain  verbal  alterations  in  the  mes- 
sage transmitted  by  the  president  to  the  senate,  on  the  17th  inst. 
which  I  suggested  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  were  the  sub- 
ject of  comment  yesterday  by  members  of  that  honorable  body, 
I  feel  that  I  am  called  upon  to  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  thought  myself  warranted  in  making  this  suggestion, 
and  with  this  view,  request  the  insertion  of  the  following  ex- 
planation. 

About  3  o'clock  of  the  day  on  which  the  paper  in  question 
was  presented  to  the  senate,  I  received  from  the  publisher  of 
the  Globe  the  proof  impressions  of  the  same  paper,  which  had 
been  set  up  from  the  duplicate  intended  for  the  president's  file, 
and  which  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  compositors.  In  the 
examination  of  the  proof,  among  the  corrections  that  were  made, 
were  the  following  words,  which  I  supposed  to  be  clerical  mis- 
takes: 

Ist.  In  page  9  in  the  sentence  "Indirectly  also,  his  conduct 
may  come  under  review  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  or 
in  the  senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capacity,  and  so  far 
as  the  executive  or  legislative  proceedings  of  these  bodies  may- 
require  it,  it  may  be  exercised  by  them."  The  word  '^exercised" 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  "examined^'  which  was  obvious- 
ly the  word  required  by  the  sense  and  structure  of  the  sentence, 
inserted. 

2d.  In  page  48,  in  the  sentence,  "This  change  having  been 
made  for  the  express  purpose  of  declaring  the  sense  of  congress, 
that  the  president  derived  the  power  of  removal  from  the  con- 
stitution, the  act,  as  it  passed,  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
full  admission  of  the  sense  of  the  legislature  on  this  important 
part  of  the  American  constitution,"  the  word  ''expression^'  was 
substituted  for  "admission,"  as  being  more  appropriate  to  the  idea 
intended  to  be  conveyed.  This  was  also  the  word  used  in  the 
corresponding  remark  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  in  his  account 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  had  been  consulted,  and  was 
substantially  followed,  in  the  notes  from  which  this  part  of  the 
president's  message  was  drawn. 

3d.  In  page  55,  in  the  sentence,  "The  legislative  power  may 
undoubtedly  bind  him  and  the  president  by  any  laws  they  may 
think  proper  to  enact:  they  may  prescribe  in  what  place  par- 
ticular portions  of  the  public  property  shall  be  kept,  and  for 
what  reason  it  shall  be  removed,  as  they  may  direct  that  sup- 
plies for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be  kept  in  particular  stores;  and 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  see  that  the  law  is  faith- 
fully executed —  yet  will  the  custody  remain  in  the  executive 
department  of  the  government,"  the  word  "money"  was  substi- 
tuted for  "property,"  H3  being  called  for  by  the  context,  and  being 
obviously  mcsre  suitable  to  the  idea  of  the  president. 

4th.  In  the  first  sentence  of  the  paragraph,  page  87,  begiiming 
with  "The  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which  denies  to 
the  president  the  power  of  supervising,  directing  and  controlling 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  like  manner  wUh  the  other  ex- 
ecutive officers,  would  soon  be  manifest  in  practice,  were  the 
doctrine  to  be  established."  The  word  "removing"  was  sub- 
stituted for  "controlling,"  because  it  was  considered  as  more 
fully  meeting  the  idea  of  the  president.  As  the  sentence  stood, 
the  word  "controlling"  expressed  no  other  idea  than  the  words 
"supervising  and  directing,"  whereas,  the  powerof  "removing" 
was  also  claimed  on  the  one  hand  and  denied  on  the  other. 

The  suggestion  of  the  alteration  in  page  GO  of  the  expression 
"the  secretaries"  for  "his  secretaries,"  was  dictated  simply  by 
a  wish  to  make  the  paper  transmitted  to  the  senate  correspond 
with  the  duplicate  retained  by  the  president,  and  with  the  pub- 
lication from  the  latter,  which  appeared  in  the  Globe.     In  the 


f2d  reg't 
of  artillery, 

t3d  reg't 
of  artillerry, 

§4th  reg't 
of  artillery, 


duplicate  retained  by  the  president,  the  words  stood  originallj' 
"the  secretaries,"  and  not  "his  secretaries"  in  this  paragraph—* 
a  disagreement,  which  may  well  have  escaped  the  most  carefu! 
comparison  of  the  two  papers;  especially  as  it  was  not  perceived 
that  there  was  any  difference  between  the  two  terms.  In  the 
duplicate  as  well  as  in  the  publication  in  the  Globe,  the  expres- 
sion "his  secretaries,"  occurs  in  the  succeeding  paragraph;  in 
which  last  paragraph,  I  did  not  suggest  any  variation  of  thef 
words  "his  secretaries,"  but  they  yet  remain  there. 

When  I  went  to  the  senate  on  Friday,  the  day  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  message,  I  carried  with  me  a  memorandum  of  the  er- 
rors thus  designated,  fully  expecting  to  find  that  Ihey  would  not 
exist  in  the  paper  which  had  been  transmitted  to  the  senate;  but 
yet,  if  they  should,  considering  them  as  merely  verbal  and  un- 
important, I  was  not  sensible  of  any  impropriety  in  suggesting 
their  correction  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate.  The  suggestion 
was  made  in  the  presence,  I  think,  of  several  members  of  the 
senate,  and  the  fact,  that  the  errors  were  ascertained,  was  sta- 
ted and  explained  to  at  least  one  member  of  the  senate,  in  the 
senate  chamber,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  before  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  on  Friday.  The  sug- 
gested corrections  were  entered  in  pencil  by  the  secretary,  leav- 
ing the  original  words  untouched,  and  the  propriety  of  adopting 
them  was  left  entirely  to  his  direction,  should  the  senate  decide 
to  enter  the  paper  on  their  journal. 

I  trust  that  there  will  be  seen  in  the  motives  for  this  explana- 
tion, a  sufficient  apology  for  laying  it  before  the  public,  as  not 
only  due  to  the  senate  but  to  myself.  I  am  very  repectfully 
your  ob't  serv't  A.  J.  DONELSON. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  generaPs  office, 
Washington,  April  19,  1834. 
[order  no.  31.] 

I.  The  field  officers  of  artillery  are  assigned  as  follows: 
*lst  ree't    )  colonel,  Fort  Washington. 

_f„,,;„„°,     >  lieutenant  colonel,       Fort  Severn, 
oiaruiiery,    ^  ^ajor.  Fort  Moultrie. 

colonel,  Augusta  arsenal,  Georgia. 

lieutenant  colonel, 

major,  (acting) 

colonel, 

lieutenant  colonel, 

major, 

colonel, 

lieutenant  colonel, 

major, 

II.  Company  B,  1st  artillery,  now  stationed  at  Fort  McHen- 
ry,  will  relieve  company  I,  of  the  4th  artillery,  at  Fort  Severn, 
and  on  being  so  relieved,  brevet  major  Erving,  with  his  compa- 
ny, will  repair  to  Fort  McHenry.  Capt.  F.  "Whiting's  compa- 
ny, (I),  1st  artillery,  will  repair  to  Fort  Washington,  and  re- 
lieve company  F,  when  brevet  major  Mason,  with  his  compa- 
ny, will  proceed  to  join  the  garrison  at  Fort  Monroe. 

III.  Fort  Niagara  will  be  evacuated,  and  the  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  companies  D  and  H,  of  the  2d  infantry,  will  proceed 
to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  there  relieve  companies  E  and  H,  of  the 
4th  artillery,  when  brevet  major  Payne,  with  his  command, 
will  proceed  to  New  York,  and  thence,  with  his  company,  take 
post  at  Fort  Trumbull.  Company  H  will  join  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Hamilton. 

IV.  The  head  quarters  of  the  2d  and  4th  regiments  of  infan- 
try are  transferred,  the  former  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Madison 
barracks,  the  latter  from  Mobile  to  Baton  Rouge. 

V.  The  field  officers  of  artillery  and  infantry,  will  proceed  to 
their  respective  stations,  as  above  designated,  on  the  31st  of 
May,  or  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit;  and  the  move- 
ment of  troop*,  under  the  direction  of  the  respective  command- 
ing officers,  will  take  place  without  unnecessary  delay. 

VI.  Assistant  surgeon  Minis  is  assigned  to  duty  at  Castle 
Pinckney,  to  which  post  he  will  repair  without  delay.  Assist- 
ant surgeon  Stinnache  will  continue  on  duty  at  Fort  Gratiot. 

VII.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe  will  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  the  exclusive  school  of  practice;  as,  at  all  military  posts,  the 
commanding  officer  will  be  responsible  for  the  discipline  and 
proper  instruction  of  the  troops,  in  all  their  duties.  The  usual 
reports  and  returns  from  the  post,  will  be  made  direct  to  the 
general  of  department,  who  will  exercise  the  same  authority 
at  Fort  Monroe  as  at  other  military  posts  within  his  command: 
accordingly,  the  monlhly,  and  other  returns  and  reports, 
heretofore  received  from  Fort  Monroe,  as  of  "Me  mi7i/a7-i/scAooZ 
of  practice,"  will  be  discontinued.  By  order  of  major  general 
Macomb,  R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

PHILADELPHIA  COUNCILS. 
The  city  of  Philadrlphia  is  a  large  holder  of  real  property  and 
stocks  by  the  legacy  of  Stephen  Girard,  &c.  They  memori- 
alized congress,  and  sent  a  committee  to  Washington  with  it. 
That  committee  has  recently  reported — and  the  following  parts 
of  their  report  we  think  ought  to  be  preserved: 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Washington,  the  committee  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  couched  in 
the  most  respectful  terms,  requesting  that  he  would   have   the 


Fort  Marion. 
Fort  Monroe. 
Fort  Monroe. 
Fort  Wolcott. 
Fort  Independense. 
Fort  McHenry. 
Fort  Columbus. 
Fort  Monroe. 


''House, 
Walbach, 
Gates. 


fLlndsay, 
Crane, 
Heileman. 


tArmistoad, 
Bankhead, 
Brooks. 


iJFenwick, 
Eustis, 
Fanning. 
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-^  )odnes8  to  appoint  a  time  when  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him 
i  receive  them  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  him  the  views 
{!.  f  councils,  in  relation  to  the  official  object  of  their  visit  to 
^^ashington. 

On  the  same  evening  they  received  ft-om  him,  with  feelings 
hich  they  will  not  describe,  the  following  Very  unequivocal 
enial,  viz: 

"  rVashlnoton,  ^pril  1th,  1834. 
^'Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  evening  expressing 
wish  to  present  to  me  the  views  of  the  select  and  comriion 
ouncils  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  r«char- 
jcring  thebankof  the  United  States,  and  restoring  to  it  the  de- 
osites  of  public  money,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  will   give   me 

1  leasnre  to  see  you  as  individuals,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
ussing  those  subjects,  at  any  time  to-morrow   between  10  and 

2  o'clock. 

Whatever  you  may  please  to  communicate,  as  a  committe.  if 
nade  in  writing,  will  be  cheerfully  received  and  considered. 
%r reasons  which  have  been  made  public,  I  hold  no  commurii- 
•ation  with  committees  on  such  subjects  that  are  not  made  in 
vritiug.    f  am  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  eerv't 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wessrs.  R.  M.  Houstin,  George  S.  Scholt  and  others,  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  same  evening  the  committee  returned  the  following 
eply. 
*  To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  We  respectfully  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  note, 
n  reply  to  our  communication  of  this  evening,  and  duly  appre- 
jiate  your  invitation  to  see  \\s  "as individuals.^^ 

Under  any  other  circumstances,  we  should  have  given  re- 
Ispectful  attention  to  this  invitation.  But  not  having  come  to 
;his  city  "as  individuals,'^  but  "as  a  committee  from  the  select 
Itmdcommon  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  if  we  are  not 
[permitted  to  appear  in  that  character  and  "to  discuss"  those 
matters  of  deep  interest  to  our  constituents  which  caused  us  to 
be  sent  here,  we  feel  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
Uiem}  not  to  appear  in  any  other. 

R.  M.  HOUSTIN, 
GEO.  S.  SCHOTT, 
JOS.  B.  SMITH, 
I  JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT, 

JOHN  P.  WETHERLLL. 
Washington,  ^prillth,  1834. 

The  committee  acknowledge  having  received  very  kind  at- 
tention from  many  members  of  congress  from  different  parts  of 
ttie  union,  and  of  adverse  politics;  and  they  particularly  return 
thanks  on  that  account  to  Messrs.  Clay,  McKean  and  South- 
ard of  the  senate,  and  Messrs.  Binney,  Harper  and  Watmough, 
ol  the  house  of  representatives. 

STATE  BANKS. 

TLeport  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  employment 

of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  public  money. 

[Read  in  the  house  of  representatives,  April  22.  J 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made  the 
following  report: 
The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  pursuance  of  the  third 

resolution  of  their  former  report  upon  the  stibject  of  the  bank 

of  the  United  States  and  the  public  deposites,  which  was 

adopted  by  the  house,  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  kouse,  by  its  vote,  having  decided  "that  the  state  banks 
ought  to  be  continued  as  the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  congress  to  make  further 
provision,  by  law,  prescribing  the  mode  of  selection,  the  se- 
curities to  be  taken,  and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they 
are  to  be  employed,"  the  committee  deemed  it  proper,  in  a 
measure  of  so  much  importance,  to  ascertain  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  his  opinion  and  views,  in  regard  to  the  regu- 
lations proper  to  be  adopted  in  the  employment  of  the  state 
banks  as  the  depositories  of  the  public  money,  and  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government;  and  also  for  his  views  in  regard  to 
the  probable  effects  which  would  be  produced  upon  the  cur- 
rency by  such  regulations.  They  accordingly  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  secretary,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  the  infor- 
mation desired,  and  herewith  report  the  answer  which  has 
been  received. 

In  determining  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  deposite  banks 
shall  be  selected,  the  committed  are  of  opinion  that  a  due, re- 
gard to  the  public  interests  will  make  it  proper  to  leave  the  se- 
lection, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  head  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, or  to  some  other  person  designated  by  law;  but,  when 
once  selected,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  executive  to 
discontinue  such  depository  without  the  sanction  or  approba- 
tion of  congress.  Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  expedient  for 
congress  themselves  to  designate,  by  law,  the  banks  which 
Bhall  hereafter  be  employed  as  depositories  instead  of  delegat- 
ing the  power  of  selection,  in  the  first  instance,  to  an  executive 
officer,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  that  mode,  provided  it  be 
deemed  practicable  to  make  the  selection,  in  such  manner  as  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  public  funds  to  be  deposited  therein. 

The  bill  which  they  report  prescribes— first  the  mode  in 
which,  and  by  whom,  the  state  banks  hereafter  to  be  employed 
as  the  public  depositories,  shall  be  selected.  Secondly,  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  they  shall  be  employed,  the 
duties  and  services  they  shall  perform,  and  the  secuiities  which 


they  may  be  required  to  give,  in  order  effectually  to  protect  the 
government  against  possible  danger  of  loss;  and  thirdly,  it  pro- 
vides that,  when  once  selected,  they  shall  be  placed  beyond 
the  power  and  control  of  the  executive  department,  except  aa 
far  as  the  safe  and  prudent  management  of  the  public  revenue 
may  render  such  control  indispensable. 

The  bill  restricts  the  discretion  of  the  executive  and  places  it 
out  of  the  power  of  that  department  to  discontinue  the  selected 
banks  as  places  of  public  deposite,  to  cases  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  said  batiks  to  comply  with  the  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  they  may  be  emplf)yed,  or  to  cases  in  which  any  of  the 
banks  may  become  unsafe  depositories  of  the  public  money^ 
and  reserves  to  congress  the  ultimate  control  over  the  whole 
subject. 

By  its  provisions  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cannot  duf-" 
ing  the  session  of  congress,  dismiss  from  the  service  of  iUe 
treasury  any  bank  of  deposite,  without  having  first  obtained  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  congress:  and  if  during  the  lecess 
of  congress,  any  bank  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  it  has  been  employed;  or  if 
from  the  periodical  returns  of  its  condition  and  business,  or 
otherwise,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  protect  and  preserve  public  interest,  to  discontine 
any  of  said  banks  as  public  depositories,  he  is  authorised  to 
issue  such  order,  temporarily,  but  is  required  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  to  report  to  congress  the  reasons  and 
the  evidence  upon  which  he  has  ordered  such  discontinuance, 
reserving  to  congress  the  right  to  approve  or  reverse  such  order. 
Thus  all  apprehension  that  the  power  of  the  executive  over  the 
selected  banks  may  be  used  as  a  governmental  patronage,  or 
for  corrupt  purposes,  is  effectually  removed.  So  long  as  the 
selected  banks  shall  continue  to  perform  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  (should  it  become  a  law), 
and  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  so  to  conduct  their  business 
as  to  keep  the  public  funds  deposited  therein  secure,  they  can- 
not be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  tlie  executive,  but  will  be  en- 
titled to  their  custody  as  a  matter  of  right,  unless  it  shall  be  the 
pleasure  of  congress  to  withdraw  them,  or  change  the  place  of 
deposite. 

The  committee  concur  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ia 
the  views  he  has  presented  in  his  letter  in  regard  to  the  import- 
ance of  banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  the  small  deno- 
minations, and  of  substituting  gold  and  silver  coin  in  their' 
place.  This  may,  doubtless,  to  some  extent  be  encouraged  and 
effected  through  the  collection  and  management  of  the  revenue. 
Congress  possesses  no  power  to  restrict  the  stale  institutions 
from  issuing  small  notes;  but  they  have  the  power  to  impose  as  a 
condition  upon  which  any  bank  shall  be  amployed  as  a  deposi- 
tory, that  it  shall  first  stipulate  not  to  issue  or  use,  after  a  given 
future  day,  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations,  in  the  course  of 
its  business;  and  they  have  a  right  to  refuse  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment to  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  shall 
not  cease,  after  a  given  future  day,  to  issue  small  notes.  The 
bill,  accordingly  contains  a  provision  to  this  effect,  designed  to 
induce  the  state  banks  to  co-operate  in  banishing  from  circula- 
tion all  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  after  a 
given  future  day.  In  several  states  such  a  prohibition  already 
exists,  and  in  those  states  a  metallic  circulation  has  been  found 
to  take  the  place  of  the  small  notes  which  have  been  with- 
drawn. It  may  be  necessary,  hereafter,  for  congress  to  extend 
the  prohibition  to  the  issue  of  notes  below  the  denomination 
of  ten  or  twenty  dollars.  But  the  committee  do  not  deem  it 
expedient,  at  this  time  to  recommend  that  the  prohibition  should 
be  extended  to  notes  above  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 
Should  it  hereafter  be  deemed  proper,  congress  can  adopt  further 
legislative  provisions  on  the  subject. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  herewith  reported,  that  further  legislation  in  relation 
to  the  coins  constitutes  an  important  part  of  his  scheme  of  the 
currency.  The  committee  concur  in  opinion  that  it  is  import- 
ant that  further  legal  provisions  should  be  made  regulating  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  making  the  foreign  gold  and  silver 
coins  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  also  regulating  the 
standard  value  of  our  own  coins. 

They  have,  however,  reported  no  bill  on  the  subject  of  the 
coins,  because  bills  upon  that  subject,  have  already  been 
brought  before  the  house  by  a  select  committee  to  whom  this 
particular  branch  of  the  subject  had  been  referred  by  the  house. 
They  concur  in  opinion  that  it  is  important  they  should  be  act- 
ed on  at  the  present  session  of  congress. 

TrecLSury  department,  %8pril  15,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  of  the  7th  inst.  and  proceed  to  reply  to  the  inquiries  made 
by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

In  my  report  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  assigning  my  reasons  for  removing  the  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  cor- 
poration of  that  description,  was  not  necessary,  either  for  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  or  the  general  convenience 
of  the  people. 

One  of  the  arguments  most  frequently  urged  in  favor  of  the 
expediency  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  is  the  salutary  in- 
fluence which  it  is  supposed  to  exert  in  securing  to  the  country 
a  sound  currency.  It  is  said  the  state  banks  have  a  constant 
tendency  to  over  issues,  and  that  a  superior  power  is  necessary, 
to  keep  them  in  check,  and  to  control  them  in  this  particular — 
and  the  argument  is  constantly  and  earnestly  pressed,  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  is  the  fit  and  appropriate  means  to 
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accomplish  ihis  object.  If  there  be  any  force  in  this  argument, 
the  paper  currency  furnished  by  the  state  banks,  as  well  as  that 
issued  by  the  bank  ofihe  U.  States,  ought  now  to  be  in  a  sound 
stale.  Tlie  bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  been  in  existence 
seventeen  years,  and  must  have  already  exerted  all  the  influ- 
ence in  r»lation  to  the  currency,  which  can  ever  be  expected 
from  such  an  institution.  And  if  it  exercises  a  wholesome  and 
salutary  control  over  the  conductor  the  state  banks,  and  re- 
strains them  within  proper  bounds,  it  has  had  full  time  and  op- 
portunity to  exert  that  power,  and  ihe  notes  of  the  state  banks, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  ou^lil  now  to 
be  found  in  a  safe  condition.  For  it  must  be  admitted,  that  we 
have  gained  but  little  by  chartering  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  only  the  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  paper 
currency  furnished  by  itself,  is  sound,  while  the  great  mass  of 
the  ciiculaling  medium  is  inherently  vicious,  and  liable  to  he 
disordered  at  any  moment.  It  is  believed  thai  more  than  tliree- 
fourths  of  the  paper  currency,  is  furnished  by  tiie  state  banks, 
and  if  so  large  a  portion  of  our  circulating  medium  is  unsafe  arid 
unworthy  ofcredit,  then  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  cither 
incapable  of  exorcising  the  salutary  control  claimed  for  it,  or  it 
has  failed  to  perform  its  duly  to  the  public.  In  either  event  it 
is  time  to  look  for  some  other  remedy. 

Judging  frou!  the  best  information  which  the  department  has 
been  able  to  obtain,  the  paper  of  the  various  banks,  (including 
the  bank  of  the  United  .States),  in  actual  circulation  in  (udinary 
times,  amounts  to  at  least  eiglity  millions  of  dollars.     Of  this 
sum,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  furnishes  less  than  twenty 
millions,  and  the  various  slate  banks  more  than  sixty  millions; 
the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  same  banks,  to  support  tliis  ex- 
tensive credit,  does  not  probably   exceed  twenty-tive  ntiilions. 
In  estimating  the  au)ount  of  specie,  I   confine   myself  to  the 
coin  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  banks.     In  some  of  the 
stales,  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  below  five  dollars  is  pro- 
hibited   by   law,  and   in   these  states  there  is   a  considerable 
amount  of  specie  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  forming  a 
pan  of  the  ordinary  circulating  medium.    It  does  not,  however, 
probably,  exceed  four  millions  of  dollars.     This  metallic  circu- 
lation lessens  by  so  nmch  i!ie  amount  of  paper,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent it  diminishes  the  evil   occasioned  by  the  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  paper  superstructure  and  its  metallic  basis. 
But  the  coin  which  is  thus  circulating,  cannot  be  brought  in  aid 
of  the  paper  currency,  when  a  pnnic,  or  any  other  cause,  sud- 
denly throws  it  back  upon  the  bank  for  redemption.    It  cannot, 
therefore,  be   estimated  as   a  part  of  the  means  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  actual  paper  circulation.     It  fakes  the  place  of 
so  much  paper  in   the  mass  of  the   circulating   medium,  and 
thereby  lessens  the  amount  to  be  redeemed.     But  it  will  never 
find  its  way  into  the  banks  when  their  notes  are  rapidly  re- 
turning upon  them.     They  must  rely  upon  the  amount  actually 
in  then-  vaults — and  it  is  with  this  amount  that  we  must  com- 
pare the  paper  circulation,  in  order  to  decide  whether  it  is  in  a 
safe  condition.     It  is  evident  that  the  chief  part  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  United  States  must  always  be  furnished  by  the 
etati;  bank:;.     No  bank  of  the  United  States  could   provide  a 
sutiieient  amount  for  the  whole  nation,  without  giving  to  it  a 
capital  of  such  enormous  and  startling  magnitude,  that  no  one, 
it  is  presumed,  would  seriously  propose  it. 

And  if  congress  are  to  legislate,  with  the  view  of  securing  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  a  sound  paper  currency,  the 
condition  of  tiie  notes  of  the  stale  banks  is  of  much  more  im- 
portance to  the  comrnunily,  than  that  of  any  bank  of  the  Unted 
States.  The  notes  of  the  different  local  banks  form  the  ordinary 
circulating  medium  for  the  great  body  of  our  citizens;  and  it 
would  be  unjust  to  them,  to  disreaard  its  condition.  The 
whole  currency  of  tlie  country  should  be  placed  in  a  sound  and 
healty  state,  as  far  as  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  United 
States  will  enable  them  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Under  ihe  authority  delegated  to  congress  by  the  consitution 
of  the  United  States,  they  have  no  power  to  establish  by  law  a 
paper  currency;  and  the  influence  whicii  they  may  lawfully  ex- 
ercise in  securing  its  soundness,  is  altogether  incidental.  In 
legislating  within  the  admitted  scope  of  their  authority,  they 
may,  without  assuming  powers  not  granted,  look  to  the  eflecl 
which  their  laws  will  produce  upon  an  interest  of  so  iniich  im- 
portance as  that  of  the  paper  circulation  now  floating  through 
the  country. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  first  inquiry  is,  what  is 
tlie  inesenl  condition  of  the  ordinary  circulatinir  medium  of  the 
United  States?  Is  the  great  mass  of  the  paper  currency  in  a 
sound  and  healthy  condition?  If  it  is,  we  must  endeavor  to  find 
means  to  preserve  it  in  its  present  state,  when  the  bank  of  tiie 
United  States  shall  cease  to  (!xist.  Bnt  if  it  is  not,  then  it  is 
obvious  that  the  cr-ealionofa  bank  of  the  United  States  will  not 
accomplish  this  desirable  object,  and  that,  even  on  the  score 
of  expediency,  without  reference  to  constitutional  objections, 
some  other  plan  should  be  devised. 

If  the  estimate  I  Inve  made  of  the  proportion  between  the 
paper  circulation  and  the  spcH'ie  in  jiossession  of  the  banks  be 
correct,  or  nearly  so,  the  condition  of  the  ciirrtuicy  is  obviously 
such,  thai  the  nati'ai  should  not  be  content  with  it,  nor  desire  to 
continue  it  in  its  (iresent  state.  It  is  an  immense  superstruc- 
ture of  paper,  resting  on  a  metallic  foundation  too  narrow  to 
isupport  it.  It  has  never  been  sustained  by  its  own  inherent 
strength,  but  by  public  confidence.  When  every  one  firmly  be- 
lieves that  the  notes  of  the  banks  will,  on  demand,  be  paid  in 
coin,  thf'y  readily  circulate  and  answer  all  the  purposes  of  mo- 
ney.    Cut  the  njoment  that  confidence  is  impaired,  they  lose 


their  value  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  are  return 
ed  upon  the  banks  for  redemption  in  specie,  and  the  dispropor 
lion  between  the  paper  circulation  and  thecoin  prepared  to  re 
deem  it,  is  so  great,  that  it  is  constantly  liable  to  have  its  cbie 
support,  puhlic  confi(fence,  withdrawn  from  it. 

In  speaking  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  currency  is  exposed 
I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  state  banks  are  unable  to  paj 
the  amount  of  notes  they  have  rssued.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
persuaded  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  as  safe  as 
itie  bank  of  the  United  States.  For  that  bank  has  never  been 
in  a  ccMidition  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie,  ifthey  were  ail  sud^• 
denly  llirown  back  upon  it.  My  oliject  in  inviting  tlie  atlenlinE 
of  the  commiltee  to  this  subject,  is  not  only  to  show  the  real 
condition  of  the  currency,  but  to  mark  the  ulter  iiiconsistencj 
of  the  argument,  which  urges  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  ground  that  it  has  furnished  a  sound  cur- 
rency to  the  nation,  and  at  the  same  lime,  attempts  to  discredit 
the  notes  of  the  state  banks.  Both  parts  of  the  argument  can- 
n<n  be  true.  The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  not  furnished 
the  nation  with  a  sound  paper  currency,  and  has  produced  no 
salutary  effect  on  the  great  mass  of  it,  unless  the  issues  of  the 
slate  banks  are  now  in  a  safe  and  healthy  condition. 

The  difficulties  under  which  the  state  banks  are  laborimr  at 
this  time,  does  not  prove  that  they  are  unsound,  and  that  they 
have  been  worse  managed  than  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
when  reports  injurious  to  the  credit  of  the  stale  banks  are  in- 
dustriously and  widely  circulated,  some  degree  of  embarrass- 
ment is  unavoidable;  especially  whi^n  it  is  generally  supposed 
to  be  in  the  power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  slop  llveni 
at  its  pleasure.  Tlie  evil  is  however  in  its  nature  temporary, 
and  will  soon  pass  away.  And  the  intellisence  of  the  citizens 
will  readily  discover  thai  tlie  present  difficulty  is  She  offspnn 
of  useless  alarm,  and  of  a  deliberate  desiirn  to  destroy  the  credit 
of  the  state  banks.  And  when  the  real  object  of  the  excite 
ment,  and  unfounded  rumors  which  are  daily  circulated,  shall 
be  understood  by  the  people,  confidence  will  soon  be  restored, 
and  business  resume  its  usual  channel.  Tiie  stoppage  of  a 
bank  from  any  cause  naturally  produces  a  run  on  the  banks  in 
its  neighborhood,  and  if  pains  are  taken  to  increase  the  excite- 
ment and  alarm,  the  evil  will  be  more  extensively  felt,  than  it 
would  be  in  ordinary  limes. 

The  dangerous  expansion  of  the  paper  circulation,  compared 
with  its  specie  basis,  shows  that  there  is  something  essentially 
vicious  in  the  whole  system;  and  the  mischief,  so  far  from  be- 
ing corrected  or  lessened  by  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
more  probably  aggravated  by  such  an  institution.  The  great 
amount  of  paper  afloat  proves  that  the  quantity  depends  more 
on  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  those  who  make  the  paper, 
than  on  their  ability  to  redeem  it  whenever  it  is  called  for.  The 
dominion  which  a  bank  of  the  United  States  must  always  exer- 
cise over  the  smaller  corporations  of  the  states,  vests  in  it  the 
entire  discretion  of  expansion  or  contraction.  If  it  discount 
and  issue  its  paper  freely,  the  state  banks  are  induced  by  the 
hopes  of  profit,  to  follow  its  example.  If  it  suddenly  curtails; 
they  must  curtail  also,  or  become  the  victims  of  their  own  im- 
prudence. And  if,  by  any  means,  the  conduct  of  that  bank  dis- 
turbs the  public  confidence  in  the  safety  of  the  state  banks,  tbeii 
notes  will  be  relumed  upon  them  with  such  rapidity  as  to  en- 
danger even  the  best  managed  institutions — and  while  such  a 
power  remains  in  the  hands  of  a  single  corporation,  the  coun- 
try will  be  constantly  liable  to  sudden  agitations  and  excite- 
ments from  the  alternate  expansion  and  contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  those  engaged  in  commerce  will,  in  the  years  ol 
abundance,  be  led  into  an  extension  of  their  business,  whicli 
must,  in  the  succeeding  years  of  scarcity,  inevitably  result  iH 
bankruptcy  and  ruin.  In  a  time  of  pressure,  confidence  is  ea- 
sily shaken;  and  whenever  it  becomes  the  interest  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales  to  excite  alarm  in  the  country,  its  greal 
money  power  will  most  commonly  enable  it  to  effect  the  object 
and  by  destroying  confidence  and  credit,  in  a  few  months  Ibrovs 
the  whole  business  of  the  nation  into  confusion. 

A  system  of  currency  thus  liable  to  constant  fluctuations,  anr 
always  in  danger  of  being  entirely  overthrown,  is  certainly  on< 
of  the  worst  that  can  be  devised.  Every  species  of  property  is 
unstable  and  insecure,  unless  the  currency  which  is  to  be  ex- 
changed for  it  shall  be  steady  in  its  value,  and  not  liable  to  b( 
s(!riously  disturbed  by  accident  or  design.  And  the  danger  aiK 
evil  is  abundantly  manifested  by  the  history  of  the  U.  States 
since  the  establishmtnt  of  the  present  bank.  Years  of  hollow 
prosperity  have  been  succeeded  by  years  of  pressure  and  suffer 
ing;  and  the  present  condition  of  things  demonstrates  how  rea 
dily  a  concerted  effort  to  excite  a  pnnic  and  destroy  confidence 
may  endanger  the  great  mass  of  the  circulating  medium;  am 
injure  most  extensively  the  property  and  industry  of  the  conn 
try.  The  great  evil  of  our  present  currency  is  the  dl^proporiioi 
beiween  the  paper  in  circulation  and  the  coin  prepared  to  re 
deem  it.  The  remedy  is,  to  diminish  this  proportion,  and  t( 
give  to  the  paper  currency  a  broader  and  firmer  metallic  foun 
dalion.  (IJan  this  object  be  best  accomplished  with  or  withou 
a  bank  of  the  United  States? 

I  do  not  perceive  that  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  upon  an] 
plan,  is  likely  to  diminish  the  evil. 

It  may  perhaps  be  supposed  that  a  restriction  on  the  bank 
which  would  prevent  it  from  issuing  notes  below  twenty  dol 
lars,  would  tend  to  accomplish  the  object.  But  the  only  efTcc 
of  such  a  restriction  would  be,  to  substitute  the  notes  of  stafi 
banks  of  the  lower  denominations,  in  the  place  of  the  notes  o 
the  bank  of  the  United  Statee. 
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Gold  and  silver  will  never  circulate,  where  banks  issue  notes 
which  come  in  competition  with  them.  For  it  will  invariably 
liappen  that  when  the  circulating  medium  is  composed  oCdil- 
ferent  kinds  of  money,  and  one  of  tliein  is  loss  valuable  than 
the  otiier,  but  not  sufficiently  depreciated  to  be  discredilt'd,  tlie 
inferior  will,  after  a  time,  become  the  general  currency,  and  the 
more  valuable  will  entirely  disappear.  This  is  obvicius  iti  the 
states  where  the  banks  issue  notes  as  low  as  one  dollar.  For 
silver  dollars  are  never  found  in  circulation  vviiere  paper  ones 
are  freely  issued  by  the  banks.  In  order,  therefore,  to  brin(|the 
precious  metals  into  use,  the  rivalship  of  paper  must  be  efTeclu- 
ally  taken  away.  We  must  not  only  remove  the  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  but  also  the  notes  of  the  slate  banks. 

And  to  create  a  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  restrict  its  is- 
sues, as  above  suggested,  would  be  to  invite  the  siate  banks  to 
issue  largely  that  descii|»tion  of  jiaper  which  will  not  be  inter- 
rupted by  tlie  compelilion  of  tlie  bank  of  the  U.  States.  The 
paper  circulation  would  not  be  diminished,  nor  would  the  pro- 
portions of  the  metals  be  increased.  Paper  dollars  would  still 
be  manufactured  in  the  same  abundance;  iliey  would  still  come 
in  competition  with  gold  and  silver,  and  drive  them  from  circu- 
lation. 

The  restriction  therefore  on  the  issue  of  the  smaller  notes, 
cannot  be  eflectual,  unless  ihe  several  stales  shall  be  willing  to 
co-operate  with  the  legislation  of  congress.  They  could  hardly 
be  €>; peeled  to  prohibit  the  issue  of  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars by  their  banks,  while  a  bank  of  the  United  States  was 
in  existence  with  all  the  advantage  it  would  possess  over  the 
stale  institutions.  And  if  they  could  be  induced  to  unite  in 
such  a  plan,  the  inevitable  result  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Slate  banks.  For  their  circulation  of  larger  notes  would  be  so 
much  restrained  by  the  competition  and  superior  advantages  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  that  the  small  state 
corporations  would  probably  soon  find  their  chatters  of  no  va- 
lue, and  be  compelled  to  wind  up  their  concerns.  The  field  for 
paper  currency  would  then  be  left  entirely  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  Their  notes  being  receivable  every  where  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  goveriunent,  vvould  give  them  a 
credit  beyond  their  real  value.  The  temptation  under  such  cir- 
cumstances to  over  issues  of  paper  would  be  almost  irresistible. 
And  after  closing,  by  this  course  of  legislation,  the  doors  of  the 
stale  banks  we  should  soon  find  ourselves  with  a  paper  curren- 
cy equally  liable  to  depreciation  with  ihe  present  one,  from  the 
great  disproportion  the  paper  would  bear  to  the  specie  provided 
to  redeem  it.  In  a  plan  which  would  lead  to  such  results,  we 
could  hardly  expect  the  states  to  come  in  aid  of  the  legislation 
of  congress,  but  we  might  count  on  their  cordial  co-operation 
in  efforts  to  place  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
on  a  safe  and  durable  foundation,  when  it  can  be  done  without 
injustice  to  their  own  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the  state 
institutions. 

The  first  step  towards  a  sound  condition  of  the  currency,  is 
to  reform  l!ie  coinage  of  gold.  The  present  gold  coin  is  worth 
more  in  silver  than  its  nominal  value.  It  is  therefore  never 
eeen  in  the  ordinary  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  it  is  worse 
than  useless  to  continue  the  expense  of  coining  it  at  the  mint, 
unless  it  is  intended  for  circulation.  It  will  never  make  its  way 
into  general  circulation  until  the  relative  value  of  silver  and 
gold  is  observed,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  Ihe  pieces  coined  of  the 
respective  metals.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  gold  is  the  anta 
gonist  of  paper.  Silver  is  too  heavy  to  be  transported  from 
place  to  place,  in  large  sums  without  inconvenience.  Some 
other  circulating  medium  of  general  currency  is  therefore  neces- 
s-ary,  even  for  the  expenses  of  a  journey  from  one  state  to  ano- 
ther. There  must  be  either  a  paper  currency  of  general  credit, 
or  gold  must  be  introduced.  And  it  is  essential  that  in  its  stan- 
dard value  as  coin,  it  should  be  placed  on  its  proper  footing  in 
relation  to  silver,  before  a  paper  currency  of  general  credit  can 
be  conveniently  dispensed  wilh.  The  charter  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  by  making  its  paper  receivable  every  where  for 
debts  due  to  the  government  lurnishes  a  paper  currency  not 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  but  yet  of  sufficient  credit  for  common 
use,  and  lor  the  purposes  of  travelling  from  place  to  place. 
This  will  continue  until  the  .3d  of  March,  1836.  It  is  desirable, 
therefore,  that  provision  should  be  m.ade  at  the  present  session 
of  congress  for  the  reform  of  ihe  gold  coins.  The  coinage  will 
require  time,  and  as  this  general  paper  currency  is  gradually  re- 
tiring from  circulation,  the  gold  should  be  prepared  to  lake  its 
place.  We  produce  gold  to  a  large  amount  in  the  U.  States, 
and  the  product  is  increasing  every  year.  The  greater  part  of 
it  is  now  exported  as  bullion,  and  this  will  continue  to  be  the 
case  until  the  value  of  the  gold  coin  is  changed;  even  if  the 
change  should  be  made  at  the  present  session,  there  would  not 
perhaps  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  our  own  gold  coins  to  meet  the 
demand  for  a  circulating  niedium  of  general  credit,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  But  if  foreign  gold  coins 
should  be  made  a  legal  tender  at  their  real  value,  there  would 
doubtless  be  enough  of  Ihal  metal,  at  the  time  above  mentioned, 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public.  And  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
reason  for  throwing  out  of  circulation  the  foreign  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  wliich  are  current  in  other  parts  of  the  commercial 
world.  Indeed  as  a  measure  of  immediate  relief  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  it  is  necessary  that  the  foreign  coins,  both' of 
gold  and  silver,  should  be  made  a  legal  tender,  in  payment  of 
debts,  according  to  their  intrinsic  value.  Very  large  importa- 
tions of  the  foreign  coins  are  continually  arriving  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  if  they  can  be  used  by  Uie  slate  banks  to  discharge 


their  engagements,  they  will,  probably,  remain  here,  and  be- 
come a  part  of  our  circulating  medium. 

And  if  they  were  made  a  legal  lender  in  payment  of  debts,  it 
would  enable  the  slate  banks  to  extend  their  issues,  and  to  re- 
deem their  notes  with  greater  lacihty.  1  respecllully  inviie  the 
early  attention  ol  cmigress  to  tills  subject,  and  regard  the  pro- 
posed alteration  in  our  laws  as  peculiarly  nece;-sary  in  the  pra- 
se nt  exigency,  and  caleulated  to  produce  immediate  and  exitn- 
sive  boiM^Iii.  As  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  withdraws  its 
circulation,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  ilie  t-tate  banks 
should  be  enabb^l  to  extend  their  isues  and  to  supply  imme- 
diately by  their  notes,  the  place  which  was  filled  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales. 

Wilh  the  reform  of  the  gold  currency,  it  is  proper  to  associate 
measures  to  prevent  the  issue  of  small  notes.  'J'he  only  tiep 
which  c<mgress  could  with  propriety  take,  in  relation  to  the 
notes  of  the  state  hanks,  would  be  to  provide  tlial  no  bank 
I'houhl  be  a  dcipo.siiory  ol'  the  pulilic  money,  nor  should  the 
notes  of  any  bank  he  receivable  in  payments  ol  debts  to  the 
United  Stales,  wliieh  issued  notes  below  a  certain  denoniin<a- 
tioii.  We  may  safely  rely  on  the  cooperation  of  the  several 
Slates  to  impose  upon  their  banks  the  restrictions  necessary  to 
aid  in  this  desirable  change  in  the  state  of  ihe  currmcy.  The 
alteration  proposed,  should,  however,  be  gradual.  A  day  might 
be  fixed  after  which  the  restriction  above  mentioned  siKJuld  go 
into  operation,  as  relates  to  notes  below  five  dollars.  A  further 
restriction,  so  as  to  ati'ecl  notes  under  ten  dollars,  would  here- 
after be  advisable,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
plan  now  proposed  to  be  adopted.  But  it  is  not  desirable,  at 
tliis  time,  to  name  a  definite  day  for  that  purpose.  A  great  pro- 
portit)n  of  the  issues  of  the  slate  banks  consists  of  five  dollar 
notes. 

Any  measure  calculated  to  impair  the  currency  of  notes  of 
this  description,  abont  the  time  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  is 
going  out  o(  existence,  would  be  injurious  to  the  public.  When 
tlie  bank  of  the  United  States  is  withdrawing  its  notes  from  cii- 
culation,  the  void  must  be  filled  up  by  gold  and  silver,  or  by  the 
notes  of  the  stale  banks,  or  the  currency  will  be  injuriously 
contracted.  And  if  notes  of  five  dollars  were  then  iml  out  of 
circulation,  the  diminution  of  the  currency  would  perliaps  be 
severely  fell.  And  no  measure  should  be  adopted,  calculated 
to  impede  their  circulation,  until  it  sliall  be  manifest  that  the 
country  is  relieved  from  any  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
withdrawal  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stat»'s.  But 
as  soon  as  that  period  arrives,  and  it  is  apfiarent  that  gold  and 
silver  can  bt  provided  for  the  ordinary  circulation  below  ten 
dollars,  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  restriction  to  notes 
of  that  denomination.  For  we  can  never  be  safe  from  the  fluc- 
tuations of  the  currency  until  all  notes  below  ten  dollars  are 
banished  from  circulation.  And  it  will  be  still  more  secure 
when  the  restriction  is  carried  up  to  notes  of  twenty  dollars; 
so  as  to  substitute  the  gold  eagles  in  the  place  of  ten  dollar 
bank  notes. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  no  part  of  the 
proposed  plan  lo  dispense  with  the  slate  banks.  It  obviously  is 
not  in  the  power  of  congress  (if  it  desired  to  do  so)  lo  take  any 
measures  for  that  purpose,  without  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution; and  the  states  wonld  not,  and  ought  not  to  surrender 
the  power  of  chartering  banking  companies.  The  state  banks 
are  now  so  numerous,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the 
system  can  ever  be  entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it  desirable 
that  it  should  be.  They  are  often  abused,  like  all  other  human 
institutions;  yet  their  advantages  are  many,  and  under  proper 
regulations,  and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  proposed  for  their 
paper  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  much  public  advantage. 

if  there  were  no  slate  banks,  the  [irofitable  business  of  bank- 
ing and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the  great  capital- 
ists. Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital  and  credit  to  a 
large  extent,  and  a  private  individual  in  moderate  circumstan- 
ces would  be  unable  to  conduct  them  with  any  advantage.  Ytt 
there  is  perhaps  no  business  which  yields  a  profit  so  certain  and 
liberal  as  the  business  of  banking  and  excliange,  and  it  is  pro- 
per that  it  should  be  open,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  most 
free  competition,  and  its  advantages  shared  by  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety. Individuals  of  moderate  means  cannot  participate  in 
tiiein  unless  they  combine  together,  and  by  the  union  of  many 
small  sums  create  a  large  capital  and  establish  an  extensive 
credit.  It  is  impossible  lo  accomplish  this  object  without  the  aid 
of  acts  of  incorporation  so  as  to  give  the  company  security  of 
unity  of  action  and  save  it  from  the  disadvantage  of  frequent 
changes  in  the  partnership;  by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some 
one  of  the  numerous  partners.  The  incorporated  banks  more- 
over, under  proper  regulations,  will  offer  a  safe  and  convenient 
investment  of  small  sums  to  persons  whose  situations  and  pur- 
suits disable  them  from  employing  their  money  profitably  in  any 
other  mode.  It  is  no  more  liable  to  be  lost  when  vested  in  the 
stock  of  a  bank  than  when  it  is  loaned  to  individuals.  The  inter- 
est on  it  is  paid  with  more  punctuality  and  it  can  be  sold  and 
converted  into  cash  whenever  the  owner  desires  lo  employ  it 
in  some  other  way,  and  if  a  larger  portion  of  the  metals  are  in- 
fused into  the  circulation,  the  business  of  banking  will  become 
more  sound  and  wholesome,  and  less  liable  to  the  disasters 
from  which  it  has  suffered  under  our  extravagant  and  ill-orga- 
nized system  of  paper  issues.  It  will  render  investments  in 
banking  companies  entirely  safe  and  secure  to  Ih?  holders,  and 
afl'ord  them  the  almost  absohitr  cert.-iinty  of  a  reasonable  profit, 
without  endangering  the  capital  invested  in   it.    For  this  rea- 
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son,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  desirable  to  discountenance  the 
•continuance  of  the  state  banks. 

They  are  convenient  and  useful  also  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
■merce.  No  commercial  or  manufacturing  community  could 
-conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage  without  a  liberal  system 
of  credit,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  loan  when  the 
exigencies  of  their  business  may  require  it.  This  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  the  aid  of  a  paper  circulation  founded  on  credit. 
■It  is  therefore  not  the  interest  of  this  country  to  put  down  the 
•paper  currency  altogether. 

The  great  object  should  be  to  give  to  it  a  foundation  on 
"which  it  will  safely  stand.  A  circulating  mi^dium  composed  of 
paper  and  gold  and  silver  in  just  proportion,  would  not  be  lia- 
ble to  be  constantly  disordered  by  the  accidental  embarrassments 
or  imprudences  o(  trade  nor  by  a  combination  of  the  moneyed 
interest  for  political  purposes.  The  value  of  the  metals  in  cir- 
culation would  remain  the  same,  whether  there  was  a  panic  or 
not,  and  the  proportion  of  paper  being  less,  the  credit  of  the 
banks  could  not  be  so  readily  impaired  or  endangered. 

The  state  of  the  currency  then,  which  is  proposed  in  the 
foregoing  observations,  would  provide  silver  and  gold  for  ordi- 
nary domestic  purposes,  and  the  smaller  payments — and  the 
banks  of  the  different  states  would  easily  be  able  to  furnish  ex- 
>changes  between  distant  places  according  to  the  wants  of  com- 
^merce.  There  cannot,  therefore  be  any  necessity  for  a  paper 
circulation  of  general  credit  throughout  the  country.  Funds 
are  more  conveniently  and  safely  transferred  from  place  to 
place  by  draughts  and  bills  of  exchange  than  by  bank  notes.  The 
immense  operations  between  different  parts  of  the  U.  States, 
are  now  chiefly  carried  on  by  this  means,  and  it  is  only  in  par- 
ticular places  and  for  comparatively  small  amounts,  that  notes 
are  used;  and  the  local  institutions  would,  without  doubt,  in  a 
very  short  time  make  arrangements  among  themselves  to  furnish 
the  exchanges  which  commerce  requires,  and  the  competition 
among  many  would  reduce  the  rate  of  exchange  to  its  proper 
level.  Besides,  they  would  find  it  their  interest  to  make  agree- 
ments among  themselves  to  honor  each  other's  notes  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  and  thus  furnish  as  far  as  might  be  necessary,  a  pa- 
per currency  of  general  circulation,  in  such  places  as  would  be 
likely,  from  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  to  require  such  a 
convenience.  But  the  establishment  of  such  a  paper  currency 
ought  not  to  have  any  aid,  direct  or  incidental,  by  legislative 
provisions.  While  it  rests  upon  mutual  arrangements  among 
the  banks  themselves,  they  will  keep  the  issues  of  each  other 
within  proper  bounds.  But  when  they  are  able  to  extend  their 
credit  by  any  legal  provisions,  in  favor  of  their  notes,  the  tempta- 
tion is  constantly  presented  to  avail  themselves  of  this  advan- 
tage; and  over  issues  and  over  trading  are  the  necessary  conse- 
quences. 

If,  however  a  different  policy  should  be  deemed  advisable, 
the  advantages  now  given  by  law  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  might  easily  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  the  depository 
banks,  and  if  their  notes  were  made  receivable  in  payment  of 
all  debts  to  the  government,  their  currency  and  general  cre- 
dit would  be  quite  equal  to  that  now  enjoyed  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Believing  however,  that  such  a  provision 
would  be  calculated  to  increase  the  issues  of  paper,  I  cannot 
recommend  it.  The  chief  object  of  the  plan  I  propose  is  to  in- 
crease the  proportion  of  the  metallic  currency  without  diminish- 
ing inconveniently  the  general  mass  of  the  circulating  medium, 
and  any  provision  tending  to  enlarge  the  proportion  of  paper  be- 
yond what  the  public  convenience  requires,  siiould  be  studious- 
ly avoided. 

The  advantage  of  the  proposed  plan  over  the  present  curren- 
cy, will  not  be  confined  to  the  superior  stability,  of  tUe  paper 
circulation. 

The  laboring  classes  of  the  community  are  now  paid  their 
daily,  or  weekly  wages,  in  bank  notes  of  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations, and  if  there  are  any  in  circulation  of  doubtful  value 
and  depreciated  in  public  estimation,  they  are  too  often  used  in 
payments  to  the  poorer  and  more  helpless  classes  of  society. 
They  are  not  always  judges  of  the  value  or  genuineness  of  the 
notes  offered  to  them;  and  consequently,  are  often  imposed 
upon,  and  their  small  earnings  still  more  diminished,  by  the  de- 
preciated character  or  entire  worthlessness  of  paper  in  which 
they  are  paid.  If  the  alteration  suggested  should  be  adopted, 
the  smaller  notes  would  soon  be  banished  from  circulation 
every  where,  and  the  laborers  would,  therefore,  be  paid  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  that  portion  of  society  which  is  most  apt  to  suf- 
fer from  worthless  or  depreciated  paper,  and  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss,  would  be  guarded  from  imposition  and  injus- 
tice. It  is  time  that  the  just  claims  of  this  portion  of  society 
should  be  regarded  in  our  legislation  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
So  far  we  have  been  providing  facilities  for  those  employed  in 
extensive  commerce,  and  have  left  the  mechanic  and  the  la- 
borer to  all  the  hazards  of  an  insecure  and  unstable  circulating 
medium. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  plan,  that  in  giving  to  the  execu- 
tive department,  the  power  of  selecting  these  fiscal  agents  from 
among  the  state  banks,  an  undue  influence  may  be  exercised 
over  them,  and  the  power  be  used  for  improper  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses. The  answer  to  it  appears  to  be  a  plain  one.  The  states 
in  which  these  institutions  are  situated,  can  at  all  times  control 
them,  and  would  effectually  interpose  to  prevent  such  abuses 
of  pawer.  Besides,  with  the  diminished  revenue  which  will 
hereafter  be  collected,  on  the  reduced  tariff  of  duties,  it  is  im- 
possible to  imagine  that  the  gains  to  be  derived  from  the  public 
deposites,  when  distributed,  as  they  must  be,  among  so  many 


banks,  and  among  so  many  stockholders  in  each  bank,  can  ever 
be  sufficiently  important  to  tempt  them  to  swerve  from  their 
duty,  or  to  influence,  in  any  respect,  their  conduct  or  opinions. 

But  it  is  proper,  no  doubt,  in  all  cases,  to  restrict  political 
power  within  certain  and  defined  limits,  and  it  will  be  advisa- 
ble, therefore,  to  regulate  the  selection  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
remove  all  apprehensions  of  its  abuse.  The  following  are  re- 
spectfully suggested  for  consideration: 

If  the  danger  of  abuse  is  considered  by  congress  as  one  of  any 
magnitude,  and  as  likely  to  produce  improper  influence,  it  may 
be  effectually  removed  by  making  it  the  duly  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  divide  the  deposites  among  all  the  incorporated 
specie- paying  banks  of  the  place  where  the  revenue  is  collect- 
ed, in  proportion  to  their  respective  capitals  actually  paid  in, 
provided  they  are  all  Willing  to  receive  them  upon  the  terots 
prescribed  by  law;  and  if  they  are  not  all  willing,  then  among 
so  many  as  would  agree  to  take  them. 

Every  danger  of  abuse  in  the  selection  will,  by  this  mode,  be 
taken  away;  and  the  safety  of  the  money  could  be  secured,  by 
authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  demand  security 
from  any  of  these  banks,  when.  In  his  judgment,  the  pabtic  in- 
terest required  it;  and  there  might  also  be  a  prohibition  a«ain»t 
removing  the  money  to  any  place,  except  where  it  was  iiaine- 
diately  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement. 

This  mode  would  somewhat  complicate  the  operations  ©f  th« 
department.  Yet  I  do  not  perceive  that  it  would  prodtice  any 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  public  service.  It  migb>t,^and  prc*- 
bably  would  m-ake  it  necessary  to  employ  one  or  two  more 
clerks  in  the  department.  But  that  would  be  b-at  a  SHaall  con- 
sideration, if  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  take  fsonii^e  executive 
all  discretion  over  the  subject. 

If,  however,  congress  should  agree  with  me  in,  supposing  that 
the  danger  apprehended  from  this  discretion  is  more  imaginary 
than  real,  I  would  then  respectfully  propose  the  following  re- 
gulations: 

1.  That  the  secretary  of  tfee  treasury  should  annually,  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session,  report  to  congress  the  banks  which 
had  been  used  by  him  during  the  year,  as  the  depositories  of  tha 
public  money. 

2.  That  the  banks  once  selected  as  the  depositories  of  the- 
public  money,  should  be  continued  as  such;  unless  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  public  interest  requir- 
ed the  depository  to  be  changed;  in  which  case  he  should  re- 
port to  congress,  at  its  next  session,  the  reason  of  the  change. 

3.  That,,  in  all  cases  where  there  were  two  or  more  banks  at 
the  same  place  where  the  revenue  is  ta  be  deposited,  at  leas4 
two  should  be  employed  as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States,  if  they  are  willing  to  receive  it,  and  give  the  se- 
curity that  may  be  required. 

4.  Where  there  shall  be  no  banks  at  the  places  where  the  re- 
venue is  received,  the  money  shall  be  deposited  in  such  places 
as  the  secretary  shall  direct,  subject  to  the  same  obligation  to 
report  to  congress. 

5.  No  bank  to  be  selected  as  a  depository  of  the  public  mo^ 
ney,  or  continued  as  such,  which  shall  deal  in  any  stocks,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated,  or  of  the  United 
States. 

6.-  After  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
no  bank  to  be  used  as  the  depository  of  the  public  money,  which 
shall  issue  or  pay  out  notes  below  five  dollars,  and  the  notes  of 
no  bank  to  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  which  shall  issue  or  pay  out  notes  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  that  above  mentioned,  after  the  time  aforesaid,  nor 
shall  any  bank  be  a  depository  of  public  money  which  does  not 
pay  specie  on  demand  for  its  notes. 

7.  Each  bank  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money 
shall  return  a  statement  of  its  affairs  to  the  secretary  of  the 
tieasury,  once  a  month,  or  oftener,  if  required.  Such  state- 
ment shall  show  the  aggregate  amount  loaned  to  its  own  officers 
and  directors  and  also  the  amount  loaned  on  its  own  stock. 

With  these  limitations  it  is  believed  that  the  public  money 
will  be  safe' — and  that  even  the  possibility  of  abuse  will  be 
taken  away. 

In  submitting  this  view  of  the  currency  and  the  plan  of  im- 
proving it,  I  have  endeavored  to  provide  against  the  danger  of 
a  too  sudden  contraction  of  the  present  circulating  medium.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  in  circulation  is  at  this 
moment  greater,  or  even  so  great,  as  the  convenience  of  the 
country  requires.  I  think  it  is  not.  For  it  has  been  rapidly  and 
injuriously  diminished — and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  pains 
taken  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  great  mass  of  the  circulating 
medium,  has  so  far  succeeded  as  to  bring  upon  the  community, 
the  inconvenience  and  suffering  which  a  rapid  reduction  of  the 
circulating  medium  unavoidably  occasions.  The  great  object 
now  in  view  is  to  terminate  forever  the  evil  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  to  place  the  currency  on  a  foundation  so  stable  that  it 
cannot  again  be  shaken. 

If  a  broad  and  sure  foundation  of  gold  and  silver  is  provided 
for  our  system  of  paper  credits,  we  need  not  hereafter  appre- 
hend those  alternate  seasons  of  abundance  and  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney suddenly  succeeding  each  other,  which  has  so  far  marked 
our  history,  and  irreparably  injured  so  many  of  our  citizen!5. 

These  remarks  are  respectfully  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant.  R.  IJ.  TANEY,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  James  K-  Polk^  chairntan  of  the  committes  of 

trays  and  means,  house  of  representatives. 


-r. 
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Tdebate  in  the  united  states  senate. 

Monday,  April  21,  1834. 
The  explanatory  message  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  havinij  been  read,  and  a  motion  having  been 
made  by  Mr.  Poinck'xter,  in  accordance  witli  his  motion 
in  reference  to  the  original  message,  that  it  be  not  re- 
ceived— 

Mr.  Preston  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  was  delight- 
ed at  the  message  which  the  presidei;t  of  the  United 
States  had  done  tiie  senate  tiie  lionor  to  send  in  to-day. 
He  was  extremely  gratified  also  at  the  message  whicli 
had  nov/  been  submitted,  not  only  because  it  put  a  gloss 
on  the  principles  contained  in  the  first  paper,  and  ibus 
betrays  the  apprehension  of  the  president,  that,  in  their 
original  and  naked  form  the  whole  country,  every  man 
in  the  country,  would  revolt  against  them.  And  he  was 
also  delighted,  because  it  proved  that  the  ear  of  tlie  pre- 
sident has  not  been  entirely  closed  against  the  debate  in 
senate,  and  that  these  debates  had  been  successful  in 
compelling  him  to  change  the  expression  of  his  views. 
He  believed  that,  before  the  termination  of  the  session, 
there  would  be  many  such  explanations;  tliat  every  day 
would  be  productive  of  them;  until  finally,  the  text  would 
be  absolutely  overwhelmed  by  the  commentaries. 

Mr.  Forsyth  did   not  understand  very  well  what  pro- 
gress was  to  be  made  in  this  business.     The  honorable 
senator  from  Mississippi  proposed  that  his  condemnato- 
ry resolutions  should  be  placed  upon  the  journals  of  the 
senate,  and  that  the  message  should  not.     He  (Mr.  For- 
syth) should   imagine  it  must  be  decided,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, whether  the  document  would   be  received.     He 
submitted  ta  the  gentleman  whether  it  was  not  due  to  the 
charactar  oi  the  senate  and  that  of  the  chief  magisn-ate, 
that  the  paper,  as  well  as  the  resolutions  condemning  it, 
should  be  placed  on  the  records.     Witli  respect  to  the 
explanatory  message  to  which  reference  had  been  made, 
he  was  somewhat  glad  that  it  had  been  sent  to  them  this 
morning,  not  because  it  altered,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
in  his  opinion,  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  contained 
in  the  message  of  the  president,  but  because  it  prevented 
a  construction  being  given  to  his  language  different  from 
that  which  he  intended.     He  (Mr.  F. )  understood  the 
origivial  message  to  assert  only  a  very  simple  proposition 
—that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  legislature  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  create  another  executive  power.     The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken  in  regard  to 
the  object  of  the  supplementary  message;  it  was  not  sent 
to  correct  an  error,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  more 
full  explanation  of  a  previously  expressed  opinion,  to 
prevent  an  erroneous  impression  from  being  entertained. 
He  (Mr.  F. )  hoped  the  honorable  senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, with  his  usual  candor,  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to   print  the  resolutions,  and  let  the  senate  decide  first 
whether  it  would  not  receive  the  message.     It  would  be 
manifestly  unjust  to  refuse  to   put  the  paper  on  the  re- 
cords while  the  resolutions  were  placed  there.     It  woold 
be  wrong  to   make  any  such   distinction.-    Wliai  would 
posterity  think  of  the  act?  recording  a  strong  condemna- 
tion of  a  chief  magistrate  without  doing  him  the  justice  to 
preserve  his  defence.     Would  they  think  it  just  or  un- 
just?    Surely,  surely,  senators  would  not  act  so  unfairly. 
Independent  of  all  other  considerations,  such  as  the  high 
position  he  occupied  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  it 
•would  be  most  unjuft  to  him  as  a  simple  individual. 

Mr.  E'iving  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the  resolutions  of  the  senator 
from  Mississippi  were  moved  at  all.  They  were  merely 
laid  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  hereafter,  when  gentle- 
men would  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  views 
on  the  subject  to  which  they  related.  He  would  make 
an  observation  or  two,  with  respect  to  what  fell  from  the 
honorable  senator  from  Georgia.  That  gentleman  had 
said,  tliat  it  would  be  extreniely  unjust  in  tlie  senate  to 
put  upon  its  journals  the  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the 
protest,  without  tliat  paper.  Now,  the  honorable  sena- 
tor could  not  have  attended  to  the  protest,  or  he  would 
have  discovered  that  the  president  says  he  has  entered  it 
on  the  executive  joui-nal,  as  condemnatory  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  seiiate.  The  senate  had  not  requested  him  to 
do  it,  and  took  it  for  granted  it  was  not  done.  He  had, 
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no  doubt,  consulted  his  own  convenience  by  placing  it 
there,  as  it  would  serve  as  a  reference.  But,  as  for  put- 
ting his  protest  on  tiie  journals  of  the  senate,  he  (Mr.  E) 
could  not  consent,  because  it  strongly  reflected  on  their 
own  resolution. 

Mr.  Foimkxter  said,  lie  took  the  same  view  of  the 
subject  as  the  honorable  senator  from  Ohio;  that,  although 
the  protest  should  not  be  recorded  on  their  journals,  it 
was  entered  on  tiie  executive  journal.  It  was  a  part  of 
tin;  archives  of  the  state  dei)artmcrit,  and  the  resolutions 
he  had  ofi'eied  to  tlie  senate,  would  be  nothing  more  tiian 
an  explanation  to  posterity,  showing  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  refused  to  i-eceive  the  paper.  This  was  all.  It 
was  an  extra-official  document,  and  such  a  one  as  could 
not  be  made  to  either  house  of  congress,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  received.  He  liad  shaped  his  resolutions 
so  as  to  speak  in  general  terms  of  tiie  paper,  in  order  that 
hereafter  it  might  be  adverted  to  v  ilhout  difficulty.  He 
would  not,  at  present,  go  into  any  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, Init  would  merely  move  that  the  last  mes'sage  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  then  offered  his  resolutions,  and  moved  that 
they  i)e  printed. 

Mr.  King  wished  to  know  whether  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented by  tl'.e  senator  from  Mississippi  were  offered  for 
consideration,  or  merely  informally  ?  If  they  are  laid  on 
the  table,  they  must  be  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  motion  to  print  a  paper,  proposed 
to  be  offered  for  adoption,  was  one  of  those  motions  which 
were  frequently  made  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 
Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  might  be  mistaken,  but  it  had  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  senator 
from  Mississippi,  to  print  the  resolutions,  which  were 
hereafter  to  be  presented  to  the  senate,  must  gV  on  the 
journals.  He  (Mr.  F.)  took  it  for  granted  that  ti^^  mes- 
sage, as  well  as  the  resolutions,  would  be  put  upon  the 
journals  of  the  senate,  Wi(h  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  was  entirely  mis- 
taken. The  president  had  done  justice  to  the  senate, 
whose  resolutions  were  spread  in  broad  characters  on 
the  protest.  So  that  posterity  would  be  able  to  see  all 
the  transaction. 

Mr.   Clayton  said  that  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  of  the  executive  journals  of  the  president,  in  which 
he  might  enter  and   record  his  manifestoes,  or  the  reso- 
lutions either  in  this  or  the  other  house  of  congress.    But 
with  this,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had,  at  [)resent,  nothing  to  do.    He 
rose  for  the  purpose  merely  of  expressing  his  surprise  at 
the  sentiment  advanced   by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
that  the  paper  sent  to  the  senate  this  morning  retracted 
nothing  of  what  was  stated  in  the  original  protest.     The 
principle  argument  of  the  first  protest  stood  on  this  ground 
— 'that  the  executive  was  entitled,  by  the  cojistiintion,  to 
the  care  of  the  public  money,  in  defiance  of  any  act  of 
Congress.     The  honorable  senator  from  A^irginia,   and 
other  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last, 
contended  that,  if  that  was  constitutional   law,  the  neces- 
sary inference  to  be  drawn  from  it  was,  that  should  both 
houses  of  congress  order  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  by 
a  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds,  still,  the  president 
having  the  custody  of  the  money,  had  the  power  to  re- 
tain it.     He  (Mr.  C.)  understood  what  was  the  object  of 
sending  to  the  senate  this  supplementary  message.     The 
president,  having  found  out  that  such   sentiments  as  are 
contained  in  his  first  communication,  relative  to  this  to- 
pic, would  not  1)6  very  palatable  to  the  people,  had  at- 
tempted to  explain  away,  at  least,  a  part  of  his  assump- 
tion, which  M'as  to  his  (]\Ir.  C's)  mind,  the  most  excep- 
tionable feature  in  the  document,  and  one  which,  if  ac- 
quiesced  in   by  the  American   pco|)le,  would  at  once  re- 
duce this  government  to  a  despotism.     It  was  a  doctrine, 
the  principles  of  which,  if  admitted  now,  would  give  the 
uncontrollable  light  to  the  present  president,  as  well   as 
all  future  presidents,  over  the  public  purse,  in  addition 
to  the  sword  of  tlie  nation.     It  would  tax  even  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  himself, 
were  he  to  take  the  sentences  contained  in  the  first  pro- 
test, and   read  them   in  parallel  columns  with  sentences 
in  tlie  message  wliich   had    been   sent  to  the  senate  that 
morning,  to  take  a  plausible  explanation  of  the  one,  con- 
sistently with  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  other.     The 
honorable  senator  from  Georgia  liad  designated  it  a  mere 
"explanation,"  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  not  quarrel  with 
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any  one  about  the  terra.  He  considered  this  paper  as 
retracting;  withdrawing  much  of  what  had  been  boldlj 
claimed  in  the  other;  and  he  heartily  concurred  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  to  the  stand 
taken  in  that  senate  they  were  indebted  for  a  restoration 
of  even  so  much  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 

Yes,  sir,  this  paper  was  received  in  such  a  spirit  as 
had  satisfied  the  executive  that  the  doctrines  which  it 
contained  would  not  be  sustained  by  the  free  people  of 
this  country.  What  course  the  senate  would  take  with 
regard  to  the  protest,  in  which  there  was  still  left  so 
many  objectionable  features,  he  knew  not.  Tiie  presi- 
dent still  denied  the  constitutional  right  of  the  senate  to 
consider  his  prerogative,  or  execuli\e  power,  and  to  de- 
hate  upon  it,  much  more  to  express  an  opinion  by  a  vote 
with  respect  to  its  extent.  That  was  a  principle  which 
the  president  must  fully  and  clearly  retract,  before  he 
(Mr.  C.)  should  become  satisfied  with  the  document. 
His  next  message  must  contain  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  right  of  the  senate  to  express  its  opinion,  by  resolu- 
tions or  otherwise,  as  to  it  may  seem  best,  defining  the 
limits  of  his  power  for  its  own  government,  before  such 
a  document  would  become  palatable  to  him,  (Mr.  C. ), 
and  meet  with  his  concurrence  for  its  reception;  and  as 
a  doubt,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  is  still  left  as  to  his  en- 
tire meaning  in  this  supplemental  message,  his  next 
must,  without  any  equivocation,  distinctly  renounce  all 
claim  to  the  uncontrolled  power  over  the  public  Y>"i'se, 
before  it  can  be  adapted  to  the  taste  of  the  freemen  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  fVebster  rose .  He  said  he  had  arrived  in  the  city 
and  resumed  his  seat  since  the  debate  began,  and  he  rose 
to  say  that  he  thought  the  transmission  of  this  protest  to 
be  one  qf  the  most  important  and  ominous  occurrences 
of  thes/ extraordinary  times.  It  is,  said  Mr.  W.  a  com- 
munication of  so  anomalous  a  character,  in  the  first 
place,  that  it  perplexed  the  discrimination  of  the  senate 
to  know  what  preliminary  disposition  to  make  of  it. 
Some  are  for  receiving  it,  others  are  against  receiving 
it,  altiiough  it  has  been  read,  and  its  contents  commented 
on.  It  seems  to  hang,  at  present,  in  a  pendulous  condi- 
tion, between  reception  and  rejection.  It  has  no  resting- 
place.  It  is  like  the  coffin  of  Mahomet,  suspended  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  as  unfit  to  go  higher,  and  find- 
ing no  proper  abiding  place  below.  But  I  am  unwilling 
that  the  discussion  of  this  great  and  grave  topic  should 
be  embarrassed  by  questions  of  form.  I  am  obliged  to 
the  member  from  Alississippi  for  the  strong  grasp  which 
he  laid  on  the  principles  of  this  paper,  at  its  first  appear- 
ance, but  as  to  the  form  of  proceeding  with  it,  I  confess 
I  should  have  preferred  to  have  passed  over  the  question 
of  reception,  and  gone  at  once  into  the  substantial  cha- 
racter of  the  protest  itself.  It  is  too  interesting,  and 
will  prove  so — too  exciting,  and  will  prove  so,  to  go 
from  the  senate,  till  it  shall  have  received  such  discus- 
sion and  such  reply  as  it  is  entitled  to. 

It  is  said  that  the  paper  is  indecorous,  and  justly  offen- 
sive to  the  self-respect  of  the  senate;  but  there  is  much 
more  in  it  than  indecorum,  or  want  of  respect  to  the  se- 
nate; and  I  think  we  shall  best  consult  the  character  of 
this  body,  and  better  fulfil  the  expectation  of  the  coun- 
try, by  going  at  once  to  the  dangerous  assertions  of  pow- 
er which  the  pa|)er  sets  up,  and  fully  exposing  those 
claims  of  power  to  the  people. 

The  president  denies  that  this  house,  or  indeed  either 
house  of  congress  has  any  right  to  express  any  opiinion 
upon  his  conduct,  except  by  way  of  impeachment.  This 
is,  indeed,  new  and  startling.  That  in  a  popular  i"e|)re- 
sentative  government,  the  representatives  of  the  pco[)le 
may  not  express  their  opinions  upon  measures  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  is  a  doctrine,  I  believe,  now,  for  the  very 
first  time  put  forth.  Who  has  ever  heard  of  it  before'' 
Though  this  right  is  denied  to  either  house,  the  presi- 
dent's reasons  are  urged  mainly  against  the  right  of  the 
senate,  and  the  chief  reason  is,  that  the  senate  arc  judg- 
es in  case  of  impeachment,  and  that,  therefore,  until  im- 
peachment come,  it  should  be  silent.  But  this  objection, 
it  is  obvious,  would  stop  the  mouth  of  the  senate,  with 
respect  to  every  other  officer  of  the  government,  as  well 
as  the  president,  because  all  officers  are  ecpiall}'  im- 
peachable, and  the  senate  must  try  all  impeaclimcnts. 

I  know  not,  sir,  who  drew  this  protest;  but  whoever 
he  was,  instead  of  looking  for  sound  constitutional  prin- 


ciples in  the  history  of  free  governments,  in  the  practice 
of  legislatures  in  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  be 
has  contented  himself  with  an  ancient  truism  from  the 
black  letter  law  books,  that  the  house  of  lords  cannot 
institute  an  impeachment,  or  frame  articles,  and  then  try 
it  themselves.  But  do  not  the  lords,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mons, express  their  opinions,  by  rotes  and  resolutions, 
of  the  conduct  of  ministers  of  the  crown?  Yet  they  have 
the  power,  and  the  sole  power  of  trj'ing  impeachments. 
The  senate  has  an  undoubted  right,  in  my  opinion,  to 
express  its  opinions  on  the  public  conduct  of  executive 
officers.  The  contingency,  thai  it  may  be  called  on  to 
try  an  impeachment,  is  no  bar  to  the  exercise  of  this 
right.  Doubtless  there  may  be  cases  in  which  the  pro- 
priety of  its  exercise  might  be  much  influenced  by  the 
consideration  that  the  senate  held  the  power  of  judging 
on  impeachment.  But  this  is  matter  of  discretion.  In 
every  case,  the  senate  must  proceed  upon  its  own  sense 
of  propriety  and  justice.  There  may  be,  sometimes, 
good  reason  to  refrain  from  expressing  opinions,  and 
sometimes  there  may  be  tlie  highest  propriety  in  ex- 
pressing such  opinions  in  the  strongest  manner.  The 
right  of  doing  so  is  clear,  and  is  not  to  be  disputed.  The 
possession  of  judicial  power  does  not  abridge  the  legis-' 
lative  power  of  the  senate.  It  does  not  take  away  any  of 
its  rights  as  a  representative  body. 

Sir,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  been  mis- 
led. He  is  uninformed,  or  misinformed,  as  to  the  real 
state  of  opinion  in  the  country.  I  fear  there  are  those 
who  share  his  confidence,  and  who  present  to  his  yiew 
only  one  side  of  things.  The  state  of  the  country  is 
alarming.  Members  of  the  senate,  who  have  not  beea 
out  of  this  city  for  five  months,  are  not  aware  of  the 
depth  and  strength  of  the  public  feeling.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  advisers  have  recommended  y?  the  presi- 
dent to  send  us  this  protest.  Its  circulation  through  the 
country  will  add  fuel  to  feelings  already  sufficiently  en- 
kindled. The  president  has  around  him  the  heads  of 
departments.  Can  any  body  tell  us  whether  any  of  those 
heads,  and  if  any,  which  of  them,  advised  to  send  this 
paper  to  the  senate?  Or  which  of  them,  if  any,  sat  by, 
neither  assenting  or  dissenting,  afraid  to  speak  their 
minds,  or  unwilling  to  hazard  their  places? 

Sir,  it  is  not  without  some  color  of  reason,  that  the 
president,  in  this  paper,  speaks  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments as  his  secretaries.  One  half  of  them  have  never 
been  confirmed  by  the  senate.  Three  of  them,  usually 
called  members  of  the  cabinet,  being  one  half  of  the 
whole,  were  appointed  last  year,  in  the  recess  of  con- 
gress, and  now,  when  we  are  near  the  end  of  the  fifth 
month  of  the  session,  their  appointments  have  not  been 
sent  to  the  senate  for  confirmation.  This  is  a  thing  he- 
fore  altogether  unheard  of.  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that 
this  course  is  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  senate,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
It  is  altogether  without  precedent.  Other  presidents 
have  felt  it  their  duty,  when  they  have  made  appoint- 
ments in  the  recess,  to  send  them  to  the  senate  immedi- 
ately upon  its  assembling.  Usually  such  nominations 
come  to  us  the  first  ten  or  twelve  days  of  the  session.  It 
has  raixdy  happened  that  they  have  been  delayed  as  long 
as  a  month.  But  near  five  months  have  now  elapsed, 
and  yet  tbese  nominations  are  not  sent  to  us.  When 
they  do  come,  I  hope  we  shall  know  who  has  a])proved 
the  sending  of  this  protest.  1  hope  Ave  shall  learn  who 
has  made  himself  partaker  in  it  by  positive  sanction,  or 
silent  acquiescence. 

Sir,  I  will  not  now  discuss  the  assertions,  the  preten- 
sions, the  dangers,  of  this  protest.  Otiiers  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  debate.  I  do  not  see  that  the  case  is  alter- 
ed by  this  codicil.  The  whole  measure  is  of  an  alarm- 
ing character.  It  attempts  one  great  stride  towards  the 
accumulation  of  all  power  in  executive  hands;  a  stride 
which  Idoubt  not  the  senate  will  resist  with  firmness  and 
constancy;  and  in  that  resistance  they  will  be  supported 
by  the  country. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  it  was  very  unimportant  to  him  whe- 
ther the  last  message  was  considered  an  explanation  or  a 
retraction.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware 
entertained  such  impressions  as  he  had  just  stated,  it  was 
very  easy  to  be  accounted  for.  He  had  probably  read 
the  message  with  a  desire  to  see  that  the  president  had 
committed  an  error,  and,  in  consequence,  might  have 
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formed  an  unfavorable  judgment  of  it.  Now,  with  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  said  b}  the  honorable  senator  from 
Massachusetts,  lie  begged  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two. 
That  senator  had  reiterated  a  complaint,  which  he  had 
heretofore  made,  in  regard  to  the  withholding  by  the  pre- 
sident of  certain  nominations  of  high  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment. He  was  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  There 
"was  not  one-half  of  the  cabinet  whose  nominations  had 
not  been  sent  to  the  s«nate. 

[Mr.  Webster  said  there  were  three— the  secretary  of 
state,  the  attorney  general,  and  the  secretary  of  tlie  trea- 
sury. ] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  The  principle  was  the  same,  whe- 
ther it  was  a  portion  only  or  the  whole  of  the  cabinet. 
The  honorable  senator  iiad  told  the  senate  that  those  of- 
ficers were  in  the  discharge  of  important  duties,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  ot  the  constitution,  and  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  senate.  He  would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  if  he  had  recently  read  the  constitution? 
[Mr.  Webster.     Yes,  sir.] 

Mr.  F.  continued.  Then  he  would  beg  to  call  his  at- 
tention to  a  particular  part  of  it,  which  declared  that 
persons  commissioned  by  the  president  should  hold 
to  the  termination  of  the  next  session  of  congress.  And 
this  was  an  answer  to  the  charge  of  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  having  been  eomntiitted.  They  were  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  senate,  and  would  remain  so  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  session.  It  was  true  there  would  have 
been  some  difference  in  their  position,  at  this  time,  if 
their  nominations  had  been  presented  to  the  senate  and 
they  had  been  condemned  by  it.  And  upon  this  was 
based  the  complaint.  Honorable  senators  desired  that 
the  nominations  might  be  made,  in  order  that  the}^  might 
sit  in  judgment  on  them.  He  had  reason  to  belitve  that 
that  was  the  fact,  from  the  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  the  honorable  senator  to-day,  that  some  plausi- 
ble reason  was  always  sought  for,  so  that  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  nominations  might  be  postponed.  The  gen- 
tleman had  expressed  a  wish  to  know  which  of  the  per- 
sons who  would  have  to  come  under  the  adjudication  of 
the  senate  had  acquiesced  in  the  message.  Perhaps  (said 
Mr.  F. )  there  might  be  an  occasion,  before  the  end  of 
the  session,  to  enlighten  his  judgment,  and  then  he  would 
know  exactly  how  he  should  decide  on  another  matter. 
He  (Mr.  F. )  would  contend  that  they  were  officers,  act- 
ing according  to  the  constitution,  and  that  the  president 
had  not  derogated  from  his  duty,  and  he  dare  not  do 
otherwise,  to  present  the  nominations  in  question  before 
the  adjournment  ot  congress. 

With  respect  to  this  anomalous  proceeding,  it  was  un- 
precedented—the first  instance  in  the  history  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  which  the  executive  had  been  arraigned  be- 
fore the  people  by  the  extra-judicial  conduct  of  the  se- 
nate. Did  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massacliusetls 
think  it  a  trifling  matter  that  the  president  should  have 
been  charged  with  violating  his  duty  and  forgetting  the 
solemn  obligations  of  his  oath?  And  to  whom  was  the 
president  to  address  himself  but  to  those  from  whom  the 
charge  had  emanated?  The  senate  had  arraigned  him; 
and  the  honorable  senator  particularly  and  others,  had 
said  that  the  remedy  for  all  this  lay  with  the  people.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  would  admit  that  it  was  for  them  to  decide 
whether  or  not  he  was  correct;  and,  if  he  was  found  guil- 
ty to  punish  him  for  violating  the  constitution  and  the 
laws. 

But,  he  would  ask,  if  it  was  not  the  right  of  a  party, 
after  being  condemned  without  a  hearing,  to  be  heard 
thereafter?  The  question  now  before  the  people  was 
placed  there  by  the  senate.  The  president  then  had,  at 
least  a  right  to  be  heard  by  the  people — no  one  would 
pretend  to  deny  it — and  they  would  decide  orj  his  con- 
duct, and  either  sustain  or  condemn  him.  How  could 
the  executive  defend  himself,  without  presenting  to  the 
senate  a  statement  of  his  case?  If  he  had  thought  of 
committing  a  fraud,  he  might  have  interwoven  that  mes- 
sage with  a  legislative  proposition,  which  the  senate 
would  have  been  com|)el!ed  to  have  received,  and  could 
not  have  resisted;  but  he^had  done  no  such  thing.  He 
had  presented  a  fair  statement  of  his  case,  and  asked  only 
that  it  might  be  preserved,  in  order  that  his  views  might 
be  seen  by  posterity  and  the  world.  And  he  had  come 
to  the  senate,  not  as  a  chief  magistrate  demanding  that 


his  views  might  be  preserved  on  the  record  of  the  coun- 
try; but  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  preserved  ou 
the  journal  of  the  senate  with  the  resolutions  condemn- 
ing him — that  no  inference  contrary  to  the  executive 
power  hereafter  might  be  drawn,  and  for  the  ])urpose  of 
having  justice  done  to  his  opinions  as  an  officer  and  a 
man. 

He  (Mr.  F.)  entirely  concurred  with  the  honorable 
senator  from  Massachusetts — that  the  country  exjjected 
and  would  demand,  at  the  hands  of  the  senate,  thrit  tiiis 
matter  should  be  solemnly  considered  and  decided;  that 
the  question  which  it  had  raised  should  be  treated  as  it 
deserved,  neither  forgettitig  what  was  due  to  the  dignity 
of  this  body,  nor  to  the  high  station  and  dignity  of  our 
chief  magistrate.  There  wei-e  most  important  and  grave 
considwrations  connected  with  this  matter.  Be  they  true 
or  false,  they  must  be  treated  with  that  respect,  niodera-- 
tion  and  forbearance,  which  became  the  dignity  of  the 
senate,  or  that  body  would  be  lost  in  the  opinion  of  the 
American  people.  Let  the  conduct  of  the  president  be 
fairly  examined,  and  no  incorrect  inferences  be  drawn. 
Yes,  that  was  the  way,  and  the  only  way  in  which  he 
ought  to  be  treated.  His  (Mr.  F's)  opinions  on  the  whole 
matter  were  perfectly  well  understood.  He  considered 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  (he  president  as 
uncalled  for,  unnecessary,  and  improper;  but  he  trusted 
that  the  senate,  in  its  future  conduct,  would  not  forget 
what  was  due  to  itself,  and  to  the  dignity  of  our  chief  ma- 
gistrate, so  that  justice  might  be  done  him.  He  (Mr.  F.  ) 
was  of  opinion  that  the  senate  had  travelled  beyond  the 
bounds  of  propriety,  and  deserved — 'what  he  believed 
would,  in  due  time,  be  meted  to  them — a  sentence  of 
condemnation  by  the  people. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
said  he,  has  referred  to  the  decision  of  that  high  tiibunal, 
by  whose  decision  all  public  rnen,  and  all  public  bodies, 
must  ultimately  stand  or  fall.  1  cheerfully  join  in  the 
appeal,  and  have  no  fear  of  the  result.  It  can  never  be, 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will,  for  no  earthly 
reason,  submit  to  severe  sufil;ring  and  to  encroachments 
on  constitutional  liberty;  and,  I  doubt  not,  the  same  peo- 
ple will  stand  by  the  senate  in  all  its  just  and  constitu- 
tional efforts  to  sustain  its  own  rights  and  the  rights  of 
congress.  I  believe  the  senate  stands  strong  in  the  con- 
fidence of  a  majority  of  the  nation,  and  that  nothing  would 
more  produce  dismay  and  despair  than  that  this  body 
should  be  found  to  flinch  or  falter  in  a  moderate,  but  firm 
and  decided,  opposition  to  the  present  course  of  public 
measures. 

The  gentleman  supposes  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  cabinet  not  yet  nominated  to  the  se- 
nate. But  there  is  no  mistake.  The  secretary  of  state, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  attorney  general, 
have  been  in  office  six  or  seven  months,  and  have  neither 
of  them  been  yet  sent  to  the  senate  for  confirmation. 
What  reason  is  to  be  given  for  this  departure  from  all 
former  practice  of  the  government?  How  is  it  to  be  jus^-., 
tified?  We  may  conjecture  a  reason,  indeed,  but  it^  is 
such  a  reason  as  ought  not  to  exist.  I  know  wel'.  that 
these  officers  hold  commissions  which  run  to  the,  end  of 
the  session.  Such  is  the  constitutional  provisi.on.  But 
I  know,  too,  that  although  that  be  so,  all  other  presidents 
have  laid  such  appointments  before  the  senate  early  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session.  This  has  been  the 
uniform  course;  and  to  hold  so  many  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, for  so  many  months  from  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  is  a  thing  altogether  without  precedent. 

As  to  the  protest,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  thnt  the  honor- 
able member  from  Georgia:  has  conceded  it  away.  He 
admits  that  there  may  arise  emergencies  in  which  the  se- 
nate has  a  right  to  express  its  opinion  upon  executive 
proceedings;  to  m.Hke  a  case,  as  he  expresses  it,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  people.  If  this  be  so,  then  the  se- 
nate itself  is  to  be  the  only  judge,  when  that  emergency 
has  arisen.  The  gentleman's  admission  acknowledges  the 
right.  The  exercise  of  the  right  then,  on  an}^  given  oc- 
casion, is  matter  of  discretion;  and  this  is  precisely  the 
ground  on  which  I  placed  the  question  when  last  speak- 
ing. Indeed,  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  Suppose  the  pre- 
sident should  commission  persons  to  office,  whom  the  se- 
nate has  rejected;  might  we  not  resolve,  tliat  such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  unconstitutional?     Suppose  he  should  threa- 
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ten  to  turn  us  out  of  our  seats,  by  force;  might  we  not  •      Observe,  sir,  that,  in  the  debate  to   which  I  have  re- 
enter on  our  journal  a  resolution  against  such  menace?    ferred  you,  the  advocates  of  power  did,  as  they  do  still, 


No  one,  surely  can  doubt  this.  Tlie  senate,  tlien  pos- 
sesses the  right;  on  a  recent  occasion  it  saw  fit  to  exer- 
cise that  right,  in  its  discretion,  and  under  its  own  sense 
of  duly;  and  it  is  a  right  which  its  members  are  bound  to 
maintain,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  for  their  succes- 
sors in  all  time  to  come.  1  say  nothing,'  at  present,  upon 
the  claims  of  executive  power  put  forth  in  the  protest. 
All  I  mean  now,  is,  to  assert  the  riglit  of  the  senate  to 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  in 
critical,  emergencies,  and  on  momentous  occasions,  not- 
withstanding no  impeachment  be  pending  before  it. 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  ob- 
served, that  perhaps  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  been  influenced  by 
a  desire  to  find  the  president  in  error  when  perusing  his 
protest.  Those  who  shall  read  the  remarks  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Georgia  himself,  in  reference  to  the  same  pa- 
per, and  who  are  not  acquainted  with  his  independent 
and  unyielding  course  of  opposition  to  all  execiitive  eii- 
cr'oachmeiits,  will  rise  from  that  reading  with  a  deep 
conviction  that  tlie  honorable  member,  before  he  knew 
the  contents  of  the  protest,  was  predetermined  to  support 
it,  witli  every  thing  contained  in  it,  right  or  wrong;  and 
they  will  probably  not  consider  the  honorfible  member  a 
proper  judge  of  the  motives  with  which  other  persons 
have  perused  the  same  document. 

Sir,  this  protest,  whicii  meets  the  cordial  approbation 
of  the  senator  from  Georgia,  strikes  at  the  conbtitutional 
rights,  and  even  at  the  very  existence,  of  tlie  body  of 
■which  he  is  a  member.  Vv^hile  the  president  complains 
of  the  length  of  the  senatorial  term  of  service,  he  dis- 
tinctly declares,  that  the  conduct  of  tlie  senate,  in  daring 
to  censure  his  acts,  if  persevered  in,  must  inevitably  lead 
to  changes  in  the  constitution  itself.  He  singles  out  in- 
dividual senators  as  the  objects  ai.d  victims  of  his  displea- 
sure; almost  denies  to  them  the  privilege  of  suiferage 
here,  in  relation  to  his  conduct;  and  denounces  the  se- 
nate for  daring  to  debate  and  decide  upon  his  princely 
pretensions  to  prerogative' — 'his  unlimited  and  illimita- 
ble claims  to  executive  power.  Because  we  have,  with 
a  view  to  regulate  our  own  legislative  and  executive  ac- 
tion, ventured  to  lay  down  a  principle,  by  a  resolution, 
defining  and  circumscribing  the  limits  of  his  power,  we 
are  not  only  menaced  by  him,  but  even  lectured  by  a 
member  of  the  body  itself.  To  what  period  of  history 
shall  we  look  for  a  parallel  to  these  things,  which  are 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes? 

Sir,  it  was  in   the  year  1591,    (was  it  not?)  that  the 
judges  solemnly  decreed   that  England  was  an  absolute 
empire,  of  which  the  king  was   the  head.     In  that  age, 
the  royal  claims  of  prerogative  gave  birth  to  a  debate  in 
parliament,    in    which   Mr.   Spicer,    (a  member  of  the 
kitchen  cabinet  of  the  time,  1  suppose),  said,  the  crown 
"could  not  be  tied  by  any  law,  because  it  might   loose 
itself  at  pleasure."     And  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  told  the 
other  members — "If  you  stand  upon  law,  and  dispiite  of 
the  prerogative,  hark  ye  what  Bracton  says — prasrogati- 
t^am  nostrum  7167110  AUDEAT  disputwe.''^     Mr.  Francis 
Bar-on,  a  whole  hog  man,  sir,  said — '"As  to  the  preroga- 
tives T'oyal,  he  never  questioned  them,  and  he  hoped  tliey 
would  never  be  discussed.''''     When  tlie  qtiestion  of  subsi- 
dy  was  ^efore  them,  Mr.  Sergeant  lleyle   said — "Mr. 
Speaker,  I  marvel  much  that  the  house  should  stand  upon 
granting  of  a  subsidy,  or  the  time  of  payment,  when  all 
we  have  is  the  crown's,  and  may  be  lawfully  taken  at  its 
pleasure  A"om  vs.     Yea,  it  hath  as  much  right  to  all  our 
lands  and  goods,  as  to  any  revenue  of  the  crown."     At 
which  says  the  historian,   all  the  house  hemmed,   and 
laughed,  and  talked.     "'\Vell,  quoth  serg-eant  Ileyle,  all 
your  hemming  shall   not  put   me  out   of  countenance." 
[We  have  some  in  this  day,  said  Mr.  C  who  are  as  hard  to 
be  put  out  of  countenance.]    "So  the  sergeant  proceeded, 
and  when  he  had  spoken  a  little  while,  the  house  hem- 
med again, and  so  he  sat  down.     In  his  latter  speech,  he 
said  he  could  prove  his  former  (losilion  by  pveceden.ts,  in 
the   time    of  Henry  III,  king   .lolm,  king   Stej)hen,  kc. 
which  was  the  occasion  of  tlicir  lunnning."  Had  sergeant 
Heyle   lived   in  our  day,  there   is  no  telling  to  what  a 
pitch  of  greatness  he  might  not  hav<'  attained.     It  can 
hardly  be  too   nuich   to  say   that  he  might  have   been  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  at  least  a  \)nstmaster  general, 
^^th  a  promise  of  the  liussian  mission  in  reversion. 


seek  to  support  it  chiefly  by  precedent  and  usage.     The 
president    builds   his  pretended   prerogative  to    absolute 
co7itrol  over  the  secretai-y  of  the  treasury,  in  the  matter  of 
managing  the  public  revenue  and  keeping  the  public  de- 
posites,  on  "the  usages  and  precedents   of  the    govern- 
ment,"    The  pi^ecedent  on  which  he  and  his  advocates 
here    rely,  was   sstablished,  not    so   far  back  as  that  of 
sergeant  Heyle — not  in  the  days    of  king  John   or  king 
Stephen — but  in  the  day  when  the  elder  Adams  gave   his 
casting  vote  in  the  senate  in  favor  of  the  removing  power, 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  present  claim  in  the  most 
latitudinarian  of  all  constitutional  construction  that  was 
ever  attempted.     The  power  of  removal  was  based  ex- 
clusively on  the  pretence   that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
president  to  have   it,  as  an   incident  to  his  duly  to  "see 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed."     But  until  this 
day,  it  was  never  dreamed,  by  the  most  visionary  of  the 
high  tory  school,  that  the  power  to  remove  embraced  the 
power  to  control  the  ofiicer  in  every  act  he  M'as  to  per- 
form.    This  president  is  entitled  to  the  fame  of  disco- 
vering, that,  as  his  oath   of  office  binds  him  to   see  the 
laws  faithfully  executed,  he   is  to  exercise  the  power  of 
controlling  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  every  other 
officer,  in  the  discharge  of  duties.     The  monstrous  cha- 
racter of  this  pretension  has  been  thus  illustrated:     The 
president   thinks   that  a  decree  of  a    district  court,  or  a 
circuit  court,  or  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
is   unconstitutional.     He   fulminates  a  bull  against   the 
court,  and  demands  of  it  to  enter  his  protest  on  its  re- 
cords "to  the  end  that  it  may  never  be   drawn  into  pre- 
cedent again,"  as  in  the  case  of  our  resolution.     He  then 
oi'ders  the  marshal  not  to  execute  the  writ  issued  by  vir- 
tue of  the  decree.    The  marshal  persists  in  the  discharge 
of  his   duty,  and   says   he  is   sworn  to  execute  the  writ. 
The  president  replies,  you  are  an  executive  officer,  and 
as  I   must  "see  that  the   laws  are    faithfully    executed," 
and  as  the  constitutution,  which  has  been  violated  by  the 
court,  isthe  supreme  law,  I  command  you  not  to  execute 
the  writ.     The  marshal  still  persists,  and  the  president 
removes  him — 'appoints   another,  and  removes  him,  and 
jjursues  the  same  process  until  he  finds  a  tool  to  obey  his 
will,  and  thus  abrogates  the  decree  of  the  court.    He  is  to 
exercise  the  same  power  over  every  other  executive  officer 
appointed  by  him  alone,  or  by  the  president  and  senate. 
This  is  the  claim  he  sets  up  in   this  protest — this  is  the 
exact  character  of  that  ultra  despotic  rescript  which  he 
thinks  this  senate  is  bound  to  register  ?iX\ns>  sovereign, 
will  and  pleasure.     In  every  state  constitution,  the  same 
provision,  on  which  tlie  president  erects  his  pretensions 
to   those  powers,  will  be  found.     They  all  provide   that 
"the  governor  shall  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted!^"    If,  in    one  of  the  states,  the  governor   should 
order  the  public  money  to  be  removed  by  the  state  trea- 
surer, it  would  be  acknowledged  usurpation.     Should  he 
actually  remove  him  from  office  for  it,  he  would  hardly 
escape  impeachment  himself.     Yet,  under  color  of  this 
single  clause   in    the  constitution    of  the  United   States, 
that,  "tlie  president  shall   see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed,"  the  chief  magistrate  has   claimed  the  power 
not  only  to  remove  every  agent  whom  congress  has  plac- 
ed in  custody  of  the  money  of  the  nation,  but  also  to  re- 
move the  money  itself,  when  and  Avhere  he  pleases. 

Sir,  such  a  paper  as  this,  claiming  absolute  power,  and 
denying  to  the  representatives  of  liie  people  of  England, 
or  either  house  of  parliament,  the  right  to  discuss  and 
decide  upon  the  extent  of  kingly  ])0\ver  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  legislative  action,  would  bring  the  head  of 
a  British  iiionarch  to  the  block.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  milder  temperament  of. the  people  of  our 
free  country  will  stamp  it  with  the  authoritative  sanction 
of  their  verdict  against  this  senate  at  the  polls.  For  one, 
I  will  stand  or  fall  on  this  issue  before  the  people  of  that 
state,  to  which — ^and  not  to  Andrew  Jackson — I  owe  al- 
legiance. By  their  judgment,  unawed  as  they  have  ever 
been,  and  ever  will  be,  by  official  paU-onage  and  executive 
po.wer,  will  1  be  tried,  aiul  by  no  other.  They  shall  say 
for  me  whether  this  paper,  couched  in  the  language  of  a 
Roman  dictator  to  the  senate,  proposing  only  to  ''expose"" 
it  and  degrade  it,  by  comiielling  it  to  enter  on  its  own 
records  such  claims  of  absolute  power  as  it  contains,  is, 
or  is  not,  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  body  on  whose 
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preservation  their  rights,  and  those  of  all  other  small 
states  of  tliis  union,  eminently  depend.  If  this  house 
were  now  to  send  to  the  representatives  a  hulletin  such  as 
this,  lecturing-  them  for  the  passage  of  tlieir  resolutions 
approbatory  of  the  act  of  the  executive  in  continuing  the 
pet  state  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  they  would  instantly 
vote  such  an  interference  a  breach  of  their  privileges. 
Seeing  this,  the  ])eople  to  whom  alone  1  deler  on  ihis 
subject,  shall  try  for  me,  in  the  last  resort,  the  co-ordi- 
nate ])0\vers  and  privileges  of  the  two  branches  of  con- 
gress. But  until  their  verdict  be  given  on  this  issue,  no 
judgment  will  be  entered  or  recorded  against  the  senate 
by  the  votes  of  their  representatives. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

BALTIMORE  MEETING. 

Held  23d  ^prU,lS3'i. 
Having  briefly  noticed  this  gieat  uieetin'*:r  the  people,  we 
did  not  expect  to  recur  to  it  aijain — l"*:  stJciiig  that  uieuiiii£;s  for 
similar  purposes  are  about  to  l>e  lield  at  other  places  and  may 
become  gener-"',  »nd  tilat  the  matter  of  the  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent will  probably  become  a  leadini?  subject  of  public  dis- 
cussion, we  have  thought  it  "due  to  the  record,"  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  first  meeting  held  to  protest  against  the  protest 
should  be  registered,  for  future  reference  and  use. 

From  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  Jipril  24. 

GREAT    CONSTITUTIONAL    MEETINS    OF    THE    PEOPLE. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  afternoon,  in  pursuance  of  the 
previous  call,  the  citizens  thronged  Monument  Square,  the  con- 
tiguous streets,  and  the  area  in  the  east  front  of  the  court  house. 
The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of 
General  William  McDonald,  "president. 
Vice  presidents, 

Solomon  Etting, 
J.  K.  Stapleton, 
Nathaniel  F.  Williams, 
B.  I.  Cohen, 
Wm.  Hubbard, 
John  McKim,  jr. 
George  Waters, 
John  Fallon. 


Luke  Tiernan, 
Charles  F.  Mayer, 
John  B.  Morris, 
Jacob  Rogers, 
Samuel  Mass, 
Wm.  Lorman, 
Robert  Purviance, 
Wm.  Crawford,  jr. 
Darius  Stansbury, 


Secretaries, 

Peter  Leary, 
E.  Larrabee, 
Z.  H.  Cooch. 


David  Stewart, 

S.  D.  Walker, 

W.  H.  Gatchell, 

A.  Kirkland, 

After  which  the  meeting  was  addressed  in  a  most  impressive 
and  eloquent  manner  by  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  who  concluded 
by  proposing  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  seconded 
by  Charles  Carroll  Harper,  esq.  in  a  speech  which  elicited  the 
most  cheering  applause  from  the  immense  multitude. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  consider  the  protest  transmitted 
to  the  senate  by  the  president  on  the  17th  inst.  and  published 
on  the  18th  in  the  official  paper  at  Washington,  as  an  appeal  by 
the  chief  magistrate  to  the  people  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate  in  reference  to  the  resolution  passed  by  that  body  on  the 
28th  of  March  last;  and  as  the  said  protest  professes  to  set  forth 
the  views  entertained  by  the  president  as  to  his  powers  under 
the  constitution,  this  meeting  deem  it  their  right  and  duty  to 
express  freely  their  opinion  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  appeal: 

That  they  do,  therefore,  upon  mature  reflection,  uninfluenced 
by  sentiments  of  political  hostility  to  the  president,  but  deeply 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  value  of  their  free  institutions, 
and  jealously  alive  to  every  form  of  encroachment  upon  the 
true  principles  of  the  constitution,  whether  the  same  proceed 
from  mistaken  views  of  power,  or  from  ambitious  motives, 
most  earnestly  and  heartily  dissent  from  the  doctrines  promul- 
gated in  the  said  protest. 

1.  That  they  do  utterly  repudiate  the  doctrine  that  the  reso- 
lution complained  of  by  the  president  "is  wholly  unauthorised 
by  the  constitution  and  in  derogation  of  its  entire  spirit."  But, 
on  the  contrary,  they  hold  that  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  our 
free  government,  that  either  branch  of  the  national  legislature 
shall  carefully  note  and  clearly  announce  in  the  form  of  joint 
or  separate  resolution,  any  act,  by  any  public  functionary 
which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  an  invasion  of  the  constitution; 
and  that  "the  official  acts  of  the  executive  may  be  taken  up, 
considered  and  decided  upon,  by  either  branch  of  the  legislative 
department,  for  the  purpose  of  public  censure,  without  any 
view  to  legislation  or  impeachment!" 

2.  That  they  do  entirely  reject  the  doctrine  promulgated  in 
the  protest  that  because,  in  a  possible  contingency  of  rare  oc 
currence,  the  senate  may  be  resolved  into  a  judicial  body  to  try 
impeachments,  it  is  thereby  debarred  the  right  of  announcing  to 
the  people  an  act  of  malversation,  constitutional  encroach- 
ment, usurpation  or  corrupt  design,  coming  within  its  know- 
ledge, of  any  officer  of  tlie  government,  although  it  may  have, 
at  the  same  time,  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  the 
house  of  representatives  will  not  prefer  an  impeachment.  It 
being  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that,  precisely  in  such  a  case, 
does  it  become  the  most  solemn  duly  of  the  senate  as  guardians 
of  the  constitution  to  proclaim  their  opinion  upon  such  official 
iuLsconduct. 


3.  That  this  meeting  heartily  deprecate,  as  an  unauthorised 
assumption,  the  doctrine  that  "the  whole  executive  power  ia 
vested  in  the  prefident" — that  "lie  is  responsible  for  its  exer- 
cise"— and  that  "it  is  a  necessary  consequence  that  he  should 
have  a  right  to  employ  agents  of  his  own  choice  to  aid  him  in 
the  perturmance  of  lijs  duties,  and  n)  discharge  them  when  he 
IS  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible  tor  their  aclsi."  For  al- 
though tills  niiMiiing  do  not  deny  lliat  he  has  the  power  of  free 
selection  in  his  Jippointments  to  office,  and,  by  settled  usage 
under  the  constitution,  the  power  of  removal,  yet  they  do  most 
strenuously  reject  the  notion  that  the  public  officers  are  his 
agents,  subject  to  his  conliol  or  supervision,  or,  in  any  manner, 
responsible  to  him  for  the  taithful  iierforniance  of  tlieir  duties: 
This  meeting  hold  that,  like  hinisell,  these  are  the  officers  ot  the 
law,  responsible  to  Ike  law,  and  subject  to  no  man's  dictation  in 
the  conscientious  performance  of  the  duties  Sosr^ii'd  lo  lifjUi 
by  the  law:  That  neither  the  power  of  ^;ppointnuni  nor  of  re- 
moval infers  the  right  of  cfinfi' ',  .isserted  by  the  president,  over 
the  conduct  ofthf  c.Tlcer  while  faithfully  pi.rforining  the  duty 
reav'tf-;,'  ...  mui  by  the  law.  And  although  llie  members  of  the 
ciuiinet,  being  in  matters  of  policy,  the  privy  councillors  or  con- 
fidential advisers  of  the  president,  may,  in  such  character,  be 
properly  subject  to  frequent  removal  from  office— yet,  in  all 
matters  where  special  duties  are  assigned  to  them  by  law,  they 
are  as  as  independent  of  the  president  as  any  other  functiona- 
ries of  the  government:  and  it  is  a  plain  infiaction  of  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  for  the  president  to  use  his  power  of  remov- 
al in  order  to  subdue  them  to  his  will,  in  a  matter  confided  by 
law  to  their  independent  official  judgment  and  discretion. 

4.  That  this  meeting  unhesitatingly  repel  the  inference  which 
the  president  draws  from  his  constitutional  obligation,  "to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  They  hold,  that 
this  obligation  does  not  make  him  "responsible  for  the  entire 
action  of  the  executive  department" — nor  does  it  give  him  the 
power  of  overseeing  and  controlling  those  who  execute  the 
laws:"  The  extent  of  his  obligation  being,  in  the  judgment  of 
this  meeting,  to  see  that  every  officer  faithfully  performs  the 
duty  required  of  him  by  law,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience  and  hoiiest  judgment;  and  every  officer  so  performing 
his  duty,  is  entirely  iiidependeni  of  the  president,  or  any  other 
authority  in  this  land.  He  is  then  amenable  to  the  law,  and 
the  law  alone. 

5.  That  this  meeting  utterly  reject,  as  dangerous  dogmas,  the 
president's  assertion  that  "whenever  or  howsoever  the  public 
money  be  obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been,  and  always 
must  be,  unless  the  constitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the 
executive  department;"  that  "no  officer  can  be  created  by  con- 
gress for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose  appointment 
would  not,  by  the  constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  presi- 
dent, and  who  would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties."  And,  that  "congress  cannot,  there- 
fore, take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive  department  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  an  assumption  of 
executive  power,  and  a  subversion  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
constitution." 

In  opposition  to  these  pretensions,  this  meeting  affirm,  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  entirely  competent  for  congress  to  place 
the  public  treasure  in  such  depositories,  and  in  the  custody  of 
such  functionaries,  as  they  may  choose  to  create,  whether  they 
consist  of  a  bank — of  commissioners  named  and  appointed  by 
an  act  of  congress — or  of  an  individual  empowered  by  law  to 
keep  the  public  funds — in  such  manner,  and  on  such  terms  as 
they  shall  prescribe;  and  that  the  public  treasure  shall  be  so 
kept,  free  from  all  possible  control,  supervision  or  direction  of 
the  president.  They  hold,  further,  that  congress  may,  in  like 
manner,  confide  the  keeping  of  the  public  treasure  to  any  al- 
ready existing  officer  of  the  government,  prescribing  the  terms 
and  manner  of  his  custody,  in  such  wise  as  shall  leave  him  en- 
tirely free  of  any  control  or  dictation  of  the  president,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  him. 

6.  That  this  meeting  distinctly  reprobate  the  reference  of  the 
president  to  the  votes  of  individual  senators  who,  he  more  than 
insinuates,  were  bound  to  have  voted  against  the  resolution  of 
the  senate,  because,  as  he  affirms,  they  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  legislatures  of  their  states.  Such  an  insinuation 
implies  an  unwarrantable  interference  between  the  senators 
and  their  constituents,  and  virtually  asserts  the  principle,  that 
whatever  encroachments  they  had  witnessed  by  the  executive 
upon  the  constitution,  they  were  bound  to  be  silent,  or  to  ap- 
prove them,  and  were  not  at  liberty  even  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  representing  what  they  believed  to  be  the  sentiments 
and  opinions  of  the  mass  of  the  people  in  their  own  states,  in 
opposition  to  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  their  legislatures. 

For  all  these  reasons  this  meeting  solemnly,  heartily  and 
most  pointedly  disapprove  and  reject  the  pretensions  to  power 
and  prerogative  set  up  and  claimed  by  the  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

Resoli'cd,  further,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  "that  the 
president,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himselfauthority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

Further  resoZi'erf,  That  this  meeting  look  with  inexpressible 
distrust  and  jealousy  upon  the  protest  of  the  president,  as  an  at- 
tempt to  avail  himself  of  his  hitherto  wide  and  unexampled  per- 
sonal popularity  to  denounce  and  bring  into  public  odium  the 
senate  of  the  U.  Ststes,  because  that  body  has  had  the  firmness 
and  the  patriotism  to  stand  between  him  and  the  accomplishment 
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of  his  will,  and  at  the  risk  of  popular  rebuke,  unjusllj'  threaten-  t  the  treasury  in  the  sole  custody  of  the  president  with  liberty  to 
ed  against  them  by  the  president,  to  take  a  firm  and  decided    use  it  as  he  pleases.  ~ 


position  in  defence  of  the  constitution 

Resolved,  That  ti)is  meeting  most  cordially  and  gratefully 
sustain  and  applaud  the  senate  for  their  gallant,  patriotic  and 
efficient  resistance  of  the  first  assaults  upon  the  free  spirit  of 
our  institutions— and  that  we  exhort  them  to  persevere  in  the 
noble  career  before  them,  assuring  them  that  they  have  the 
heart,  the  judgtrieni  and  tiie  moral  force  of  the  nation  to  vindi- 
dicate  and  support  them:  that  the  great  and  glorious  whig  prin- 
ciples that  worked  out  the  revolution  and  gave  political  liberty 
and  independence  to  this  land,  are  again  awake  and  will  move 
forward  with  a  steady  and  irresistible  energy,  until  the  consti- 
tution and  its  defenders  are  placed  high  above  the  reach  of  at- 
tack. 

Jo'nn  ^'r£.  jiirJ^iA"'*?  ^^Q'  then  rose  and  supported  the  reso- 
lutions in  a  speech  wl^IlJi^^'fied  the  distinguished  reputation 
he  has  so  long  enjoyed  for  the  eldqu^r.Ce  appropriate  to  the  pri- 
mary assemblies  of  a  free  and  intelligent  people.     •  ,  , 

The  resolutions  were  then  put,  and  as  announced  by'tiio  V2" 
nerable  chairman,  were  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 
Joshua  Jones,  esq.  (one  of  the  late  delegates  to  the  general 
assembly),  then  expressed  his  sentiments  rn  connection  with 
the  present  important  crisis,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  most  honorable  to  himself. 

He  concluded  by  offering  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  seconded  by  Mr.  McMahon,  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  all  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  and  such  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland,  as  can 
conveniently  attend,  who  are  opposed  to  tile  doctrines  promul- 
gated by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  his  protest  to  the 
senate  and  appeal  to  the  people,  should  assemble  at  an  early 
day  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  most  maturely  considering, 
and  solemnly  adopting  such  an  answer  or  address,  and  resolu- 
tions as  will  make  known  to  him  and  the  world,  their  senti- 
ments and  unalterable  determination,  to  redress  by  every  law- 
ful and  necessary  means,  the  usurpation  and  exercise  of  powers 
not  delegated  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  our  country — and 
the  further  purpose  of  forming  a  state  whig  society,  in  support  of 
said  constitution  and  laws — and  to  this  end, 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  a  committee  of  sixty  with  power 
to  increase  their  numbers,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  with  in- 
structions and  authority  to  prepare  an  answer  to  said  protest, 
or  appeal,  and  such  resolutions  as  they  may  deem  appropriate 
to  be  submitted  to  that  meeting — to  fix  and  give  notice  of  the 
day  and  place  for  holding  the  same— -to  invite  the  attendance  of 
distinguished  wings  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  especial- 
ly of  Maryland — to  invite  persons  to  deliver  addresses  on  that 
occasion — to  prepare  fundamental  rules  for  the  government  of 
a  state  whig  society — and  generally  to  make  such  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  said  meeting  as  they 
shall  deem  necessary  or  expedient. 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  the  committee  of  sixty  which  it 
does  not  appear  necessary  for  us  to  insert — and  this  committee 
being  appointed,  the  meeting  adjourned.] 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  CLAY. 
Mr.  Clay  being  invited  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner,  at  Nor- 
folk, at  such  time  as  might  best  suit  his  convenience,  declined 
the  invitation  in  the  following  letter: 

Washington,  28th  March,  1834. 
-Gentlemen — I  received  the  letter  which,  on  the  5th  inst.  as 
a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  inviting  me  to  a  public 
dinner  to  be  served  up  at  such  time  as  may  be  convenient  to 
me.  You  have  been  pleased  to  accompany  the  invitation  with 
many  flattering  and  friendly  sentiments  towards  me  personally. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  greatly  obliged  and  deeply  penetrated  with 
gratitude,  for  these  demonstrations  of  regard  and  attachment. 
Whilst  I  have  never  been  indifferent  to  the  opinion  of  my  pub- 
lic conduct  which  any  portion  of  our  countrymen  might  form,  I 
have  been  always  particularly  desirous  so  to  acquit  myself  as  to 
deserve  the  esteem  of  my  native  state,  and  that  of  my  adopted 
residence.  The  assurances,  therefore,  contained  in  your  letter, 
that  an  interest  has  always  been  felt  in  my  public  character  by 
the  people  of  Virginia,  and  particularly  by  that  portion  of  them 
residing  in  Norfolk  and  its  vicinity,  affbrd  me  high  satisfaction. 
On  the  two  occasions  to  which  you  are  pleased  to  refer,  with  ap- 
probation of  the  part  1  bore  in  them,  the  union  itself  was  suppos- 
ed to  be  exposed  to  danger;  but  [  solemnly  believe  that  neither 
civil  liberty  nor  the  union  can  long  endure  if  the  late  usurpa- 
tion of  the  executive  of  the  United  States  over  the  public  trea- 
sury, and  the  doctrines  b}'  which  it  is  sustained,  are  sanctioned 
by  the  people. 

The  act  of  congress  of  1789,  establishing  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, was  framed  upon  the  principle  of  providing  four  distinct, 
independent  and  responsible  checks,  (the  secretary,  comptrol- 
ler, register  and  treasurer),  whose  concurrence  was  necessary 
before  a  single  dollar  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury.  These 
officers  were  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  their  official  duties  vv«;re  to  be  controlled  by  that 
aHthority  only.  It  is  now  contended,  in  effect,  that  they  are 
all  bound  to  obey,  not  the  law,  according  to  their  sense  of  its 
obligation,  but  the  will  of  the  president;  and  consequently  he 
may  command  them,  at  his  pleasure,  whenever  he  thinks  pro- 
per, to  issue  the  last  dollar  from  the  public  treasury.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  clear  that  congress  might  as  well  at  once  have  placed 


pleases.  The  supposed  security  of  four  independent 
otficers  is  totally  destroyed;  and  their  responsibility  by  impeach- 
ment is  virtually  abolished.  For  they  cannot  be  amenable  to 
the  law  and  subject  to  the  will  of  the  president  both,  if  there 
be  any  incompalabiliiy  between  his  will  and  the  law.  It  is 
further  contended,  that  the  treasury  department  is  a  branch  of 
the  executive  government,  under  the  charge  and  direction  of 
the  president.  Heretofore,  the  whole  money  pL;;i?i;r  oi'  the  go- 
vernment has  been  supposed  to  be  under  the  immediate  and 
exclusive  charge  of  congress.  By  the  constitution,  congress  is 
expressly  invested  with  powers  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  to 
appropriate  by  law  the  public  revenue;  and  it  is  also  expressly 
invested  with  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  into  effect  those  powers.  It  was  in  virtue  of  these 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  that  the  treasury  department  was 
constructed,  and  that  the  secretary  was  brought  into  direct  of- 
ficial intercourse  with  congress. 

But  the  principle  that  the  money  power  of  government  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  legislature,  is  not  confined  to  the  federal  go- 
verni.'.^.'"^-  Every  state  in  the  union  proceeds  upon  the  same 
principle.  Jri  nir.^een  states,  the  treasurer  is  appointed  by  the 
legislature,  in  four  uy  El'^ctions  of  the  people,  and  in  the  re- 
maining state  by  the  governoi  ^"'^  '"ouncil,  themselves  being 
chosen  by  their  legislature.  In  all,  the  v.  usurer  accounts  di- 
rectly to  the  legislature.  In  no  one,  is  he  under  the  control  of 
the  governor.  These  are  the  doctrines  of  America  and  of  every 
really  free  country.  For  the  first  time,  in  the  history  of  our  go- 
vernment, they  are  now  controverted,  and  others  are  advanced 
which  tend  to  establish  that  union  between  the  purse  and  the 
sword,  with  which  the  continuance  of  civil  liberty  is  absolutely 
incompatible. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whetherthey  will  be  approved  by  the  peo- 
ple. I  am  happy  to  find,  gentlemen,  that  they  obtain  no  support 
from  you,  and  it  would  affbrd  me  very  great  pleasure  to  meet 
you  on  the  festive  occasion  to  which  I  am  invited,  and  by  a  free 
interchange  of  sentiments  with  you,  on  public  affairs,  to  ac- 
quire from  you  fresh  strength  and  encoursgement  in  the  endea- 
vor which  is  now  making  to  sustain  the  constitution,  the  laws 
and  the  free  institutions  of  our  country.  It  is  true,  as  suggested 
by  you,  that  the  restraints  which  existed  some  time  ago,  as  to 
my  accepting  the  compliment  of  a  public  dinner,  no  longer  ope- 
rate. And  I  feel  too,  that  after  a  session  of  near  four  montha 
duration,  a  relaxation  of  a  few  days  would  be  beneficial  to  me. 
No  where  could  I  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  it  more  than  in  your 
borough.  But  to  the  considerations  arising  out  of  my  public 
duty  in  the  senate,  I  have  to  add,  that  the  delicate  state  of  Mrs. 
Clay's  health  is  such  as  to  make  me  unwilling  to  leave  her,  for 
even  a  few  days. 

I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  feel  constrained  to  decline  the  ho- 
nor which  you  have  tendered  to  me.  But  I  request  you,  and 
those  for  whom  you  act,  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  ever  cherish 
a  grateful  recollection  of  it.  I  am, gentlemen,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  friend  and  fellow  citizen,  H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  Joseph  H.  Robertson,  Francis  Mallary,H.  B.  Gwath- 
mey,  S.  Whitehead ,  H.  Woodis,  Edward  Delany,  Samuel  D, 
Rawlins,  Thos.  G.  Broughton,  Louis  J.  Fourniquet,  Alexander 
Clarke,  D.  Robertson,  Vincent  Lea,  Arthur  Emerson,  John  Jl. 
Chandler,  Charles  Reid,  Caleb  Bonsai,  W,  Butt,  James  H.  Lang- 
horn,  John  N,  Walke,  John  P.  Leigh,  Richard  Watson,  Joseph 
T.  ^llyn,  Marshall  Parks,  H.  Pendleton, 
—•«►♦■©  @  ®+»»^- 

POLISH  EXILES— AT  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  New   York  Jimerican, 

The  Polish  exiles,  who  have  come  hither  in  the  Austrian 
frigates,  not  only  without  their  own  consent,  as  it  is  understood, 
but  protesting  solemnly  against  being  forcibly  torn  from  Euro- 
rope  and  thrown  destitute  upon  a  land  of  whose  language  they 
are  ignorant,  and  where  theywill  be  without  any  means  of  ex- 
istence, are  entitled  to  the  sympathy  of  this  community. 

These  unfortunate  men — as  we  learn  from  the  writer  of  the 
annexed  letter,  one  of  their  countrymen — were  gathered  to- 
gether from  different  parts  of  Austria— passed  from  brigade  to 
brigade,  down  to  Trieste,  and  there,  being  each  furnished  with  a 
greatcoat,  a  pair  of  trowsers,  and  one  or  two  other  necessa- 
ries, sent  on  board  the  frigates — and  thus  were  brought  away 
forcibly  from  Europe.  They  are  each  to  receive  here  a  sHm  of 
about  $-2-2,  there  is  one  female,  seven  or  eight  officers,  and  the 
rest  soldiers. 

The  first  steps  should  be  to  provide  these  people  with  some 
clothing,  and  an  asylHm.so  that  they  may  not  be  obliged  to 
prowl  about  the  streets,  or  be  stripped  of  their  little  money  by 
persons  taking  advantage  of  their  ignorance  of  oi^r  language, 
&c.  Then  time  might  be  taken  for  making  ulterior  arrange- 
ments. 

Atnong  these  people  are  some  who  have  been  farriers;  they 
may  find  employment,  we  presume,  with  our  blacksmiths.  The 
great  mass,  however,  have  only  their  stout  arms  to  rely  upon. 
Their  case,  we  are  sure,  will  excite  the  sympathy  of  our  citi- 
zens, to  whom  we  commend  the  annexed  appeal  of  Mr.  Gerard. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Neu)   York  American. 

Sir — It  is  in  the  name  of  240  Polish  exiles,  that  I  ask  through 
your  journal,  the  opportunity  of  making  an  appeal  to  your  fel- 
low citizens.  Emboldened  by  the  recollection  of  many  kind- 
nesses which  Americans  have  lavished  upon  me,  during  the 
eighteen  months  'Axal  I  have  dwelt  among  them,  I  address  my- 
self to  their  licarts,  in  the  full  conviction  that  they  will  not  be 
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insensible  to  tlyit  compassion,  wiiifh  constitutes  now  the  whole 
dependence  if  my  ill  fated  couiitryincn.  May  tliey  in  their 
turn  ex|)erience  tiie  blessed  fruits  of  that  benevohjiice  which 
has  so  much  contributed  to  ameliorate  my  condition.  Espe- 
cially, may  they  be  permitted  to  draw  from  that  source,  which 
the  charities  of  the  ladies  of  New  York  so  abundantly  su[)plies. 
Soon,  then,  would  the  wretched  state  of  destitution  in  which 
they  now  are,  be  changed  for  one  less  discouraj^ing — and  on  our 
part,  we  Poles,  will  know  how  to  acknowledge  the  aid  that 
shall   be  extended  to  our  misfortunes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  hiiiliest  consideration, 
your  devoted  servant,  GERARD,  ancient  polish  ojficer. 

New  York^  'dist  March,  1834. 


tales  of  the  most  zciilous  patriots  of  our  unhappy  country.     1p 
behalf  of  the  Poles.  ADALBERT  KUNARZEVVSKI. 

Reed  street,  No,  34. 


On  which  the  Austrian  consul  issued  the  following  card: 

(Jl^As  it  appears  from  several  articles  ()ublished  in  the  daily 
papers  that  the  true  nature  of  the  transaction  of  the  Polish  |)as- 
sengers,in  the  frigates  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
is  not  understood,  the  undersigned  thinks  that  the  following 
statements  of  facts  will  give'every  explanation  on  the  subject. 

In  the  years  of  18.30  and  1831,  during  the  last  revolution  iti  Po- 
land, a  number  of  those  wljo  had  taken  an  active  part  in  that 
revolution,  took  refuge  oh,  or  were  driven  into  the  Austrian 
territory,  where  the  government  not  only  received  and  granted 
them  an  asylum,  but  even  generously  maintained  them.  Dy  far 
the  greatest  number  of  them  expressing  a  wish  to  go  to  France, 
and  others  to  avail  themselves  of  the  amnesty  offered  bv  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  of  Russia,  every  facility  was  afforded  them  tO 
execute  these  their  purposes. 

There  remained,  however,  q^  number,  who  couid  not  or  would 
not  return  to  their  country,  an<i could  neither  obtain  passports 
for  other  countries  of  Europe,  all  of  w'-iich  were  shut  to  them  in 
consequence  of^sundry;fp>vents  we!l  known.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances his  majesty  the  effeperor  of  Austria  offered  them  a 
free  passage  in  national  vessels  to  this  country,  which  they  ac- 
cepted, and  signeiid  fo,^thdt  purpose  their  determination.  On 
their  landing  here^fre'r  having  paid  the  usual  charges  for  pas- 
sengers, the  undersigned,  by  command  of  his  imperial  majesty 
paid  eacii  of  them  forty  dollars,  and  all  of  them,  on  parting  from 
the  ships,  manifested  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  generous  con- 
duct of  his  majes«y,  and  the  good  treatment  on  board  of  the  two 
tVigales.  ' 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  their  general 
good  conduct,  and  having  contributed  all  that  I  have  been  au- 
liiorised  to  do  by  my  government,  it  will  afford  me  additional  sa- 
tisfaction to  offer  them  all  the  advice  in  my  power,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly gratifyin£*lo.  witness  the  generous  feeling  manifested  by 
the  inhabitants  jp'ihis  city,  towards  them,  as  [  feel  satisfied 
they  are  deservi*  of  every  friendly  aid  and  assistance. 

L.  BARON  LEDERER,  consul  general. 
Austrian  consulato,  ^pril  4,  1834. 

The  following  reply  has  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Polish 
exiles  to  the  preceding  statement. 

It  is  but  too  well  known  in  all  Europe  what  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  the  amnesties  of  monarchsin  regard  to  the  com- 
batants for  liberty;  and  particularly  upon  that  of  the  Russian 
cabinet.  In  spite  of  repeated  joatlis,  the  regulators  of  the  fate 
of  nations,  only  do  what  their  interest  suggests.  The  amnes- 
ties of  Modena,  of  Spain,  of  Naples,  are  but  the  first  fruits 
which  flow  from  the  cornucopias  of  the  paternal  benevolence 
of  the  kings  and  petty  rulers  of  the  other  hemisphere.  The 
Polish  patriots  who  have  tht  weakness  to  trust  to  the  emperor 
of  Russia's  forgetf^ness -of  th^ past,  are  expiating  their  cre- 
dulity in  Siberia,  irK  p|isons,  or  in  the  regiments  of  the  Musco- 
vites. '      J, 

We  have  in  vain  prptes^/ed  against  our  deportation,  as  con- 
trary to  the  ri|;hts  of  iration^  there  remained  to  us  no  alternative 
but  to  returrf  undjAthe  reign  of  the  knout,  or  to  proceed  to 
America.  There  wfere  yet  but  two  chances  remaining:  either 
to  go  the  United  St^es  or  to  be  conveyed  to  South  America. 
After  having  endured,^  coujee  of  treatment  a  Is  Melternich  in 
the  garrisons  of  Brunn  and  Tijieste,  destitute  of  the  means  and  of 
permission  to  proceed  to  France  and  England,  we  were  con- 
strained to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  to  become  burden 
some  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  free  country.  What  could  be 
more  natural  than  what  the  Austrian  consul  has  recently  de- 
clared.' He  has  resided  so  many  years  in  this  country  as  to 
forget  the  blessing  of  monarchical  paternity;  he  is  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  frightful  details  of  the  last  catastrophes  in  Europe; 
and  he  only  does  his  duty  in  representing  things  according  to 
the  well  calculated  instructions  of  his  court.  Could  he,  with 
his  hands  on  his  heart,  putting  himself  in  our  place,  conscien- 
tiously say  that  he  would  have  us  follow  any  other  course  than 
that  which  has  rendered  us  free  from  all  persecution  in  this 
hospitable  land,  under  the  protection  of  that  constitution  which 
has  been  the  guide  of  the  Poles  for  half  a  century. 

With  respect  to  our  treatment  on  board  of  the  Austrian  fri- 
gates, it  was  not  of  a  nature  to  make  a  parade  of  it  in  the  port 
of  New  York.  We  abstain  both  from  praising  and  from  blam- 
ing certain  oflicers,  for  fear  that  the  praise  may  turn  to  the 
injury  of  those  who  are  worthy  of  it,  and  the  blame  to  the 
profit  of  the  inhuman.  We  are  too  deeply  sensible  of  the  sol- 
vency of  the  holy  alliance  to  be  able  to  believe  a  single  mo- 
ment that  the  entire  expenses  of  our  deportation  are  not  fur- 
nished at  third  hands  from  the  proceeds  of  the  confiscated  es-  I 


The  Poles  in  Siritzcrland.    The  French  papers  contain  st 
further  particular.s  of  the  fate  of  the  nnlbriiiiiale  Poles  in  S* 
zeilaiid,  which  sliow  their  position  to   be  tiiily   deplorable, 
appears  that  they  are  carted  from  one  canton  to  the  other  witi 
out  receiving  admission  or  shelter  in  any.     The  canton  of  Vaud 
sent  them  to  that  of  Berne,  where  they  were  not  received.  Fri- 
burii  refused  to  let  them  pass  through  its  territories,  and  through- 
out the  federation  the  troops  have  been  posted  at  the  frontiers 
to  repel  these  hapless  and  pestilent  intruders.     It  appears  that, 
in  trying  to  remove  tluwn  from  the  castle  of  Rolle,  it  liad   been 
found  necessary  to  give  orders  to   a  body  of  gens  d'armes  to 
charge  the  115  refugees  in  the  mass  with  bayonet,  but  some  hu- 
tnaiie  persons  interposed  and  saved  them   from  this  wholesale 
butchery.     It  is  not  kilovv'n  what  is  to  become  of  thera. 

CAPE  DE  VERD  ISLANDS. 
A  number  of  residents  of  '.lie  island  of  St.  Jago,  in  their  own 
name  and  in  tha  nam.fe  of  all  the  iiiliabitHiits  of  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Islands,  have  published  a  card  of  thanks  to  the  generous 
citizens  of  the.  United  States  who  contributed  to  their  relief  in 
the  cala.'ii.i'ious  famine  of  1832.  We  make  a  few  extracts  from 
it-  Tiie  style  is  almost  as  flowery  as  that  of  a  Chinese  procla- 
Tiiation: 

If  benevolence,  that  purest  emanation  from  the  bosom  of  the 
Divinity,  first  of  virtues,  corner  stone  of  universal  morals,  and 
band  of  love  which,  encircling  all  beings,  unites  in  brotherly 
affection  the  whole  human  family — if  benevolence  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  ha()py  states  of  prosperous  America, 
has  recently  displayed  itself  by  an  act  worthy  of  the  admiration 
of  ages  and  the  blessings  of  posterity  to  the  latest  day — let  gra- 
titude arise  from  among  the  barren  rocks  of  burning  Africa, 
wing  its  flight  over  the  immensity  of  the  ocean,  and  present  it- 
self before  you,  generous  Americans. 

Let  not  the  expression  of  our  gratitude  be  deemed  too  long 
delayed;  it  was  suppressed  by  the  heavy  yoke  which  weighed 
upon  us.  A  government  which  founded  its  authority  of  despo- 
tism, would  not  even  permit  us  to  address  to  you  our  grateful 
acknowledgments,  and  if,  through  an  absurd  policy  or  shameful 
neglect,  it  omitted  to  perform  an  act  of  such  manifest  obliga- 
tion, it  would  liave  considered  improper  and  unlawful  any 
movement  which  did  not  proceed  from  its  own  omnipotent  au- 
thority. Now  the  scene  is  changed;  the  legitimate  government 
of  her  most  faithful  majesty  the  queen  of  Portugal  and  the  con- 
stitution have  been  proclaimed  in  this  archipelago.  We  are  ci- 
tizens, we  enjoy  freedom  of  expression,  and  as  we  can  say  of 
your  immortal  Franklin,  "Eripuit  coele  fulmen,  sceptramque 
tyrannis,"  may  we  also  say  of  you,  you  snatched  a  numerous 
people  from  the  jaws  of  famine  and  death. 

The  promptness  and  greatness  of  your  benefits  are  equalled 
only  by  the  horrible  extent  of  the  evils  they  relieved.  When 
your  vessel  arrived  in  this  archipelago,  laden  with  provisions, 
thousands  of  these  unhappy  islanders  were  shuddering  in  the 
grasp  of  death.  Total  destruction  was  the  frightful  destiny  im- 
pending over  them.  It  seemed  as  if  the  exterminating  angel, 
closing  the  fountains  of  the  heavens,  had  sent  forth  a  burning 
blast  and  swept  from  the  fields  all  traces  of  vegetation.  To  beg 
was  a  vain  recourse,  for  the  universality  of  the  evil  had  dried 
up  the  sources  of  public  charity.  The  unhappy  farmer  faint- 
ing with  hunger,  roused  by  the  clamorous  cries  of  his  starving 
children,  goes  to  the  fields  to  tear  from  the  earth  something  to 
relieve  them,  but  all  his  efforts  are  fruitless,  he  falls  lifeless  on 
the  ungrateful  soil,  which  he  had  moistened  in  vain  with  tears 
— the  tender  mother,  turning  away  her  dying  eyes  that  she  may 
not  witness  the  expiring  agonies  Of  her  infant  babe,  suppresses 
her  last  breath  and  yields  up  her  spirit. 

In  this  scene  of  hoiror,  tlie  frightful  angel  of  death,  exulting 
in  his  work,  stalked  over  a  vast  cemetry  heaped  with  dead  bo- 
dies: while  the  guardian  cherub  of  these  islands,  expanding  its 
snowy  wings,  soaivd  away  to  yonder  regions  to  ins|»ire  in  your 
breasts  that  pure  benevolence  with  wliich  you  have  so  gener- 
ously succoured  this  portion  of  the  human  family. 

Yes,  generous  citizens,  tlie  gratitude  we  feel  shall  endure  so 
hmg  as  there  is  memory  in  man — sooner  shall  the  voracity  of 
time  destroy  marbles  and  bronzes,  and  the  plough  of  the  farmer 
trace  its  furrows  in  the  soil  on  wliich  all  these  monuments  of 
human  vanity  now  rest,  than  the  remembrance  of  your  benefits 
be  effaced  from  the  hearts  of  these  islanders;  and  never  more 
shall  the  knee  be  bent  before  the  brislit  throne  of  the  Almighty, 
in  prayer  for  deliverance  from  such  a  sconrgp,  without  at  the 
same  time  offering  up  ardent  supplications  for  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  countrv  of  Washington. 
Island  of  St.  Jago,  Cape  Verd.  24th  Sept.  1833. 

THE  SOUTH  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 
From  the  Mercantile  Advertiser  nnd  Advocate. 
Extract  from   the   report  of  Dr.  James  Eights,  naturalist  to  the 
late  American  exploring  expedition  of  brigs  Seraph  and  Anna- 
wan. 

After  siving  a  description  of  a  new  crnstaceous  animal  found 
on  the  shores  of  the  South  Shetland  islands,  this  talented  na- 
turalist remarks:  These  islands  are  formed  by  an  extensive 
claster  of  rocks  rising  abruptly  from  the  ocean  io  a  considera- 
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ble  height  above  its  surface.     Their  true  elevation  cannot  easily 
»e  determined,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  masses  of  snow 
hich  lie  over  them,  concealing  them  almost  enlirtly  from  the 
ht.     Some  of  them,  however,  rear  their  glistening  summits 
\n  altitude  of  about  tluee  thousand  feel,  and  when  the  hea- 
s  are  free  from  clouds,  imprint  asliarpand  well  defined  out- 
upon  the  intense  blueness  of  the  sky;   tliey  are  divided 
ery  where  by  straits  and  indented  by  deep  bays  or  coves,  nia- 
liy  of  which  afford  to  vessels  a  comfortable  shelter  from  the  rude 
gales  to  which  these  high  latitudes  are  subject.   When  the  winds 
have  ceased  to  blow  and  the  ocean  is  at  rest,  nothing  can  ex 
ceed  the  beautiful  clearness  of  the  atmosphere  in  these  elevated 
regions.    The  numerous  furrows  and  ravines  whicli  every  where 
impress  the  snowy  acclivity  of  the  hills,  are  distinctly  visible 
for  fifty  or  sixty  miles;  and  the  various  sea  fowl,  resting  upon 
the  slight  eminences  and  brought  in  strong  relief  against  the 
sky,  oftentimes  deceive  the  inexperienced  eye  of  the  mariner 
by  having  their  puny  dimensions  magnified  in  size  to  those  of 
the  human  form. 

The  ocean  in  the  vicinity,  as  far  as  the  eye  has  vision,  is  here 
and  there  studded  with  icebergs,  varying  in  magnitude  from  a 
few  feet  to  more  than  a  mile  in  extent,  and  not  unfrequently 
rising  two  hundred  feet  in  the  air,  pr;isenting  every  variety  of 
form,  from  the  snug  white- washed  cottage  f.'f  the  peasant,  to  the 
enormous  architectural  pile,  containing  either  broadly  expanded 
Grecian  domes,  or  having  the  many  lofty  and  finely  attenuated 
spires  of  some  gothic  structure.    The  sun,  even  at  midsL'-nmer, 
attains  but  a  moderate  altitude   in  these  dreary  regions,  and 
when  its  horizontal  beams  illume  these  masses  of  ice,  their  nu- 
merous angles  and  indentations  catching  the  light  as  they  move 
along,  exhibit  all  the  beautiful  gradations  of  color  from  an  eme- 
rald green  to  that  of  the  finest  blue.     Some  of  them  whose  slop- 
ing sides  will  admitof  their  ascent,  are  tenanted  by  large  assem- 
blages of  penguins,  whose  chattering  noise  may  he  h^ard  on  a 
still  day  at  an  incredible  distance  over  the  clear  smooth  surface 
of  the  sea.    When  the  storms  rage  and  the  ocean  rolls  its  moun- 
tain wav«  against  their  slippery  sides,  the  scene  is  truly  sub- 
lime.    Tall  columns  of  spray  shooting  up  far  above  their  tops, 
Boon  become  dissipated  in  clouds  of  misty  white;  gradually  de- 
scending, they  envelope  the  whole  mass  for  a  short  space  of 
time,  giving  to  it  much  the  appearance  of  being  covered  with  a 
veil  of  silvery  gauze.    When  thus  agitated  they  not  unfrequent- 
ly explode  with  a  noise  of  thunder,  scattering  their  fragments 
far  and  wide  over  the  surrounding  surface  of  the  deep.     These 
hills  of  ice  are  borne  onwards  at  a  considerable  rate,  by  the 
power  of  the  winds  and  waves — when  so,  they  sweep  along 
with  a  majesty  that  nothing  else  can  equal.    The  sun,  as  it  rises 
or  sets  slowly  and  obliquely  in  the  northern  horizon,  sends  its 
rays  through  the  many  openings  between,  tinging  them   here 
and  there  with  every  variety  of  hite  and  color;  from  whence 
they  are  thrown,  in  mild  and  beautiful  reflections,  upon  the  ex- 
tensive fields  of  snow  which  lie  piled  on  the  surrounding  hills, 
giving  to  the  whole  scene,  for  a  greater  part  of  the  long  summer 
day,  the  ever  varying  effect  of  a  most  gorgeous  sunset. 

Entire  skeletons  of  the  whale,  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  length,  are 
not  unfrequently  found  in  elevated  situations,  along  the  shores 
of  the  South  Shetland  isles,  many  feet  above  the  high  water 
line.  Whales  are  very  common  in  their  vicinity,  and  in  calm 
weather  great  numbers  of  thf.m  may  be  seen  breaking  the  sur- 
face of  tiie  ocean  in  the  many  intervals  which  occur  between 
its  numerous  icebergs,  sometimes  sending  forth  volumes  of 
spray;  at  others,  elevating  their  huge  flukes  in  the  air.  to  de- 
scend, head  first,  as  it  were,  to  fathom  the  ocean's  deptli. 
When  they  perish,  either  from  accident  or  some  more  natural 
cause,  their  carcasses,  in  drifting  towards  the  shore,  are  over- 
taken by  the  billows  and  thrown  thus  far  upon  the  land;  here 
they  are  left  by  the  ratiring  wave,  and  in  a  few  hours  their 
bones  become  perfectly  denuded  by  the  numberless  sea  birds 
that  feed  upon  the  flesh. 

Our  stay  at  these  islands  occupied  a  period  of  four  weeks, 
during  which  time  we  observed  but  one  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide 
in  twenty-four  hours.  I  knnvv?  not  if  this  be  universal,  hut  have 
been  informed  by  mariners  familiar  in  these  seas,  that  they  have 
generally  found  it  so. 

Not  a  day  occurred  that  snow  did  not  fall,  or  ice  make  on  our 
decks;  and  during  the  time  we  spent  in  exploring,  between  the 
latitudrs  of  60  and  70  degrees  south,  and  54  and  110  de<j;refs 
west  longitude,  which  was  more  than  two  months,  we  fou!\d 
the  current  often  setting  with  considerable  velocity  from  the 
south  west  to  the  north  east.  Tiie  prevailing  winds  were  also 
most  commonly  from  the  south  west  and  north  west.  There 
were  evidences  of  a  number  of  active  volcanoes  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  South  Shetland  is-les;  indications  were  daily  seen  in  the 
pieces  o(  pumice  found  strewed  along  the  beach,  which,  no 
doubt,  comes  froAi  I^almer-s  Land,  situated  to  the  south;  De- 
caption  island,  also  one  of  this  group,  has  boiling  spiiiigs,  and 
a  whitish  substance  like  melted  felspar,  exudes  from  some  of  its 
fissures. 

After  enumerating  the  amphibious  animals,  this  able  natu- 
ralist observes — "There  is  also  a  fourth  species,  whicii  I  have 
no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  the  slightest  notice  of.  Ii 
ip  probably  not  common,  as  I  saw  but  one;  it  was  sl;\i:dingon 
the  extremities  of  Us  tore  ((•■.t  (tli()pers)  the  head  and  dust  per- 
fe^ctly  erect,  abdomen  curved,  and  resting  on  the  ground;  the 
tail  was  also  in  an  iipriuht  position;  the  animal  m  this  altitude 
bore  a  striking  resemblance-  to  the  representations  we  frequently 
meet  with  of  the  'rnerntaui.'  and  I  think  it  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  animals  of  this  genus  that  first  gave  origin  to  the 


fable  of  the  maid  ttf  the  sea.  I  regret  that  I  could  not  obtain  a 
nearer  view  of  this  interesting  animal.  When<  approached 
within  one  hundred  feet,  it  threw  itself  flat  and  made  rapidly 
for  the  sea:  it  appeared  about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
and  distinctly  more  slender  in  proportion  than  any  of  the  other 
species;  so  much  so,  that  the  motion  of  the  body  when  moving, 
seemed  perfectly  undulating.  Some  of  Jjie  seamen  had  seen 
them  frequently  on  a  former  voyage,  but  they  were  too  much 
on  their  guard  and  alert  to  be  taken."  When  speaking  of  the 
fishes  inhabiting  this  ocean,  he  says — ^'Grampus  and  dolphins 
are  quite  common,  and  a  species  of  porpoise  ^hioh  1  had  not 
before  seen,  occurs  in  great  numbers.  Fr^m  th?ir  appearance 
in  the  water,  their  color  seemed  dark,  with  a  broad  and  some- 
what waved  white  line  extending  from  the  posterior  and  infe- 


rior part  of  the  head,  backward  and  upward  to  the  dorsal  fin;  a 
second  and  similar  one  commences  onJfthe  abuomen  im.tne- 
diately  below  the  termination  of  the  first, ^Ind  ends  at  the  origin 
of  the  tail  above;  these  marks  are  distinctly  visible  as  they 
glide  through  the  sea.  They  are  .by  the  sailors  called  sea 
skunks,  and  I  am  told  they  are  co^Jied  to  high  southern  lati- 
tudes. *  ^    ^,  -, 

The  birds  which  frequent  these  inlands  are  much  more  nif- 
merous  than  any  of'the  other  classei*jw*aniimals.  Of  penguins 
there  are  five  species.  The  apten%(lytes  patagonica,  (king 
penguin),  is  the  largest  and  by  far  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
species,  and  may  be  seen  in  great  numbjys  co\iering  the  shores 
for  some  considerable  extent.  They  are  remrtrkably  clean  in 
their  appearance;  not  a  speck  of  any  kind  is  suffered  for  a  mo- 
me;;t  to  sully  the  pure  whiteness  or  the  principal  part  of  their' 
plumage;  t;}e-'r  upright  position,  uniform  cleanliness,  and  beau- 
tiful golden  yellovV  cravat,  contraat|?finel^  with  the  dark  back- 
ground by  which  they  nrerelie^^o^'-sOk-T^at  the, similitude  is  no 
unapt  one,  which  compares  them  to  a^Kgiment  of  soldiers  im- 
mediately after  parade.  Ti;e  femaleflfcif  hmtv^e  egg,  on  the 
bare  ground,  which  is  rather  lar"  than' that  »f  a  goose,  and  of 
about  equal  value  as  an  article  of  food.  'The  egg  lies  between 
the  feet,  the  tail  bping  sufflciently  long  tg|po^eai  it  effectually 
from  the  sight.  When  approached,  they  move  from  you  with  a 
waddling  gate,  rolling  it  along  on  the  siitface  of  the  ground,  so 
that  a  person  not  acquainted  with  the  Tact  naight  pass  through 
hundreds  of  them  without  discovering  it.         ^ 

The  chinois  forsteri,  (sheath  bill.)  This  is  ftie  while  pigeon- 
so  often  mentioned  by  mariners  as  inhahiting^he  islandsLof  the 
southern  ocean;  it  is  easily  caught  by  the  hand,  and  soon  be- 
comes domesticated.  We  kept  a  number  of  them  several  days' 
after  leaving  the  islands;  they  ran  about  the  decks  apparently 
without  any  disposition  to  leave  tlfem,  feediygfrom  the  hand  of 
any  individual  that  offered  them  food.        •  -i^^^ 

The  existence  of  a  southern  continent  \^t|ln  the  Antarctic 
circle  is,  I  conceive,  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty;  but 
that  there  are  extensive  groups  or  chains  of  islands  yet  un- 
known, I  think  we  have  many  indications  to  prove,  and  were' 
I  to  express  an  opinion,  I  would  say,  that  oilr  course  from  tlie" 
south  Shetlands  to  the  south  west,  until  we  reached  the  101st 
degreej^f  west  longitude,  was  at  no  great  distance  along  the' 
northern  shores  of  one  of  these  chains. 

The  heavy  clouds  of  mist  which  encircled  us  so  eften,  could 
arise  from  no  other  cause  than  that  of  the  influence  of  large 
quantities  of  snow  or  ice  on  the^mperature  of  the  atmosphere; 
the  hills  of  floating  ice  we  encountered,  could  not  form  else- 
where than  at  the  land.  The  drifting  fuci  we  daily  saw,  grow 
only  in  the  vicinity  of  rocky  shores,  and  the  penguins  and  terns 
that  were  almost  at  all  times  ahon^us,  from  my  observation  of 
their  habits,  I  am  satisfied,  rnSgr  4.^J^'e  the  land  at  any  great 
distance — the  current  and  pr^^^^^ig  wiiids«ontinually  bearing 
the  plants  and  ice  along  ik  its  course  tdltwwds  the  north  east, 
some  of  the  latter  embracing  fragments  o#  a  rock  of  a  kind,  the 
existence  of  which  we  could'ftisco\|gr  nc^jvhere  on  the  island* 
we  visited.  ^  , 

When  Palmer's  land  becomes  properl' 
with  the  known  islands,  I  think  they  wiifl' 
tensive  chain,  stretching  out  to  near-wheM 
gress  was  arrested  bv  the  firm  fie4|s  of  \ 


Explored,  together 
nove  to  be  an  ex- 
!aptain  Cook's  pro- 
,  in  lat.  71  deg.  IC 
n.  south  and  west  longitude  aboIR,  105  degrees.  Had  that  skil- 
ful navigator  succeeded  in  penetrating  this  mass  of  ice,  he 
would  unquestionably  in  a  short  time  hapVe  made  the  land  to 
which  it  was  formed.  Captain  Weddfl.  after  passing  the  icy 
barrier  to  the  east  of  the  south  Shetlands  and  Palmer's  land, 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  74  deg.  15  min. south,  (the  highest 
latitude  ever  attaimMl  by  man),  and  found  in  crossing  this  chain 
and  progressing  towards  the  south,  that  the  sea  became  more 
free  of  ice,  and  the  weather  almost  as  mild  as  summer,  evi- 
dently proving  I  think  that  the  south  pole  can  be  nearly  ap- 
proached, without  incurring  any  gr(^at  degree  of  hazard  in  the 
attempt.  But  for  further  information  on  the  practicability  of 
reaching  the  s^uth  pole,  I  must  reffr  to  the  judicious  remarks 
in  Fanning's  voyages,  page  472.  with  which  I  perfectly  coincide. 
To  conclude,  in  a  powerful  and  advancing  nation  like  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  a  population  whose  daring  enterprize  has  al- 
ready carried  our  flag  Into  the  remotest  corners  of  the  globe, 
will  not  the  just  lilxiality  of  congress,  authorise  a  discovery 
and  exploring  expedition  to  these  parts  of  our  globe.  Tlu^y 
might  thus  selilc  this  interesting  qiK^slion,  and  also  determine 
with  certainty  the  sitnatiim.  magnitude  and  extent  of  tliefse 
lands,  and  by  that  means  open  a  new  source  of  revenue,  and 
riches  to  onr  country  in  the  oil,  fur,  animals,  &c.  which  must 
necessarily  exist  in  these  southern  regions. 
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An  extra  half  sheet,  or  eight  pages,  as  supplementarj 
to  the  last  number  of  the  Registeh,  accompanies  tlie  pre- 
sent— to  dispose  of  some  interesting  articles  which  had 
accumulated  in  type.  We  would  ghidly  repeat  this  ope- 
ration frequently— (though  without  a  hope  of  keepirjg  pace 
with  the  new  productions  of  matter),  for  these  are  times 
that  will  be  earnestly  referred  to,  a  little  while  hence. 
Without  a  misuse  of  the  worn-out  catch-word  of  the 
"Richmond  Enquirer,"  we  are  on  the  borders  of  an  im- 
portant "crisis." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  senate  has  refused  to  register 
the  president's  protest,  27  to  16.  It  is  again  reported  that 
there  will  be  an  appeal  to  the  people,  as  lias  several  times 
before  been  mentioned. 

We  present  the  message  of  the  president  renominating 
Messrs.  Wager  and  others,  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  report  of  the  senate's  committee 
of  finance  thereon,  and  some  extracts  from  the  "executive 
journal"  concerning  these  nominations,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays,  &:c. 

It  will  not  fail  to  strike  the  attention  of  the  reader,  that 
tJie  message  commences  with  disclaiming  all  pretension, 
or  right,  to  call  in  question  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for 
rejecting  nominations — while  the  chief  part  of  it  is  made 
up  of  suggestions  of  reasons  which  may  have  influenced 
the  senate,  and  of  arguments  upon  those  suggested  rea- 
sons as  though  they  were  established  facts.  Such  is  our 
reading  of  this  paper. 

The  report,  or  reply,  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
•written  in  a  dignified  mildness  of  language,  is  exceed- 
ingly severe  in  its  rejDarks  on  the  suggestions  or  "pre- 
sumptions" of  the  president,  and  in  its  refusal  to  make 
up  an  argument  with  him. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  having  suggested  certain  rea- 
sons which  may  have  influenced  the  senate  in  rejecting 
the  nominations,  and  presuming  upon  them,  (he  presi- 
dent plainly  intimates  that  he  will  not  nominate  any 
other  directors.  The  senate  absolutely  refused,  as  they 
ought,  to  plead  to  the  suggested  reasons,  and  the  "Globe" 
of  Saturday  last  says — ■ 

"The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  docs  not  place 
the  rejection  on  the  conduct  of  the  directors  in  making  their 
communications  to  the  president;  on  the  contrary,  it  leaves  it 
to  be  inferred  that  they  may  have  been  rejected  on  other 
grounds;  and  under  such  circumstances,  we  presiune  other  rfi- 
rectors  udll  be  nominated,  as  soon  as  a  proper  selection  can  be 
made.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  however,  that  there  will  be 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  any  citizen,  while  it  is  left 
in  doubt  whether  the  senate  will  not  reject  them,  if  they  imi- 
tate the  conduct  of  the  late  directors,  in  reporting,  from  time  to 
time,  such  abuses  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge." 

[The  preceding  is  a  very  ingeniojis  paragraph!] 

The  subject,  in  general,  invites  many  remarks — but 
■we  shall  not  make  them.  The  president  has  no  more  to 
do  with  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for  rejecting  nomina- 
tions, than  the  senate  has  to  do  with  the  reasons  of  the 
president  for  making  them;  either  party  is  altogether  in- 
dependent of  the  other,  in  this  respect — and,  we  hope, 
will  always  remain  so.* 


*The  following  rather  queer  remarks  on  this  .subject,  appear 
in  the  ^'Richmond  Enquirer''  of  the  6th  inst.  We  have  italicis- 
ed certain  of  its  parts — which  "looks  rebellion." 

We  give  up  a  large  portion  ofour  paper  to  the  message  of  the 
president,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  renomina- 
tion  of  the  public  directors,  to  the  senate  r)f  the  U.  S.  The 
first  bears  date  on  the  11th  March — and  the  second  is  made  on- 
ly on  the  2d  May.  It  is  strange  that  the  senate  should  have  let 
this  matter  sleep  nearly  two  momiis. 

We  hold  the  perfect  right  of  the  senate  to  reject,  at  their 
pleasure,  any  nomination  which  may  be  made  by  the  president, 
mthout  assigning  reasons  for  their  conduct.  We  also  admit  the 
right  of  the  president  to  renominate  tiie  same  individuals,  upon 
assigning  new  reasons;  hut  without  criticising  the  course  of  the 
senate.  In  this  respect,  the  senate  owes  no  responsibility  to  any 
quarter,  but  to  their  own  consciences  and  to  their  ccnsiitaenis". 
Vol.  XLVI— Big.  12 


In  a  subsequent  page  there  is  a  brief  sketch  of  a  debate 
in  the  Frencli  cliamber  of  deputies,  on  the  appropriation 
to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  ol  indemnification  with  the 
United  States,  -ivhicJi  lias  been  refused  by  a  majority  of 
eight.     Tills  is  bad  news. 

Our  means  are  so  small  compared  with  the  requisitions 
made  upon  them,  that  we  hardly  know  what  to  promise, 
or  iiold  out  the  expectation  of  performing — as  to  the  in- 
sertion of  articles:  but  there  are  several  speeches  on  the 
late  protest  of  the  president  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  however,  that  we  have  a  strong  desire  to  make 
room  for — pro  and  con. 

We  publish,  in  a  subsequent  page,  a  recent  and  compa- 
rative statement  of  tlie  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  solve7icy  of  this  institution  was  "question- 
ed" not  long  ago,  by  profligate  or  ignorant  personsi 
Look  at  the  mighty  means  of  the  bank!  The  coin  which 
it  holds,  and  the  debts  that  are  due  to  it  by  the  state  banks 
and  in  Europe,  are  about  the  same  in  amount  as  its  whole 
circulation;  and  if  all  the  state  banks,  (the  deposlte  banks 
not  excepted),  are  not  at  the  mercy  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  il 
has //ower  to  forbid  tlie  making  of  new  discounts  by  them' 
— for,  if  the  directors  pleased,  they  might,  by  liberal  is- 
sues of  their  own  notes,  at  ^ny  point  desired,  [if  not  al- 
ready possessed  of  ample  7neans),  gather-in  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  notes  of  the  state  banks  to  cast  them  down, 
as  rows  of  bricks  are  prostrated  by  idle  boys  in  pl^ay— ■ 
each  thumping  against  its  "next  door  neighbor"  until  the 
whole  ibrfer  is  laid  flat! 

A  part  of  the  increased  specie  has  been  drawn  from 
abroad — but  another  considerable  part  has  been  derived 
from  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  solvency  of  this 
bank,  and  the  intelligence  with  which  its  concerns  are 
managed.  The  labor  of  its  tellers  Is  greatly  increased 
by  receipts  of  specie  in  exchange  for  its  notes,  or  in  ac- 
commodating individuals  with  such  notes  in  exchange  for 
those  of  local  banks.  We  know  of  several  eases  in  which 
agents  and  factors  are  particularly  instructed  to  bring 
home  or  transmit  the  proceeds  of  articles  committed  to 
their  charge,  either  in  specie  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  a  worthy  and  well  informed  gentle- 
man has  just  observed,  that,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Ma- 
ryland, for  an  example,  the  proportion  of  U.  S.  bills  in 
circulation  seems  ten  times  larger  than  ever  it  was  here- 
tofore. Such  proceedings  are  exceedingly  detrimental 
to  the  state  banks,  for  they  severely  embarrass  and  re- 
strict the  ordinary  operations  of  some  of  the  sound- 
est and  best  managed  of  them — but  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
has  no  other  instrumentality  in  bringing  them  about  that* 
naturally  flows  from  an  undoubted  confidence  in  its  abi- 
lity to  meet  its  engagements,  in  any  emergency — though 
the  hostility  of  "the  government"  be  superadded  to  the 
"pressure"  of  the  times! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  "at  the  knife's  point  and 
the  knife  to  the  hilt"  (as  a  certain  distinguished  legisla- 
tor has  beautifully  described  the  manner  in  which  lie 


The  senate  may  have  erred,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  they 
have  erred,  in  the  motives  which  have  actuated  them  to  reject 
tlie  government  directors.  But  the  president  has  committed 
an  error  in  discussing  the  motives  which  might  have  actuated 
them — and  upon  putting  on  an  hypothesis,  his  own  duty  of  no- 
minating to  the  senate,  officers  whose  appointment  is  called  for 
by  the  laws  of  tiie  land.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  from  the 
Globe,  that  the  president  is  abont  to  nominate  other  directors  to 
the  senate.  The  president  puts  it  upon  the  ground,  that  the  se- 
nate have  not  avowed  their  rejection  of  the  former  directors, 
hecause  they  had  communicated  the  transactions  of  the  bank  to 
\\\n\-riherefore,  as  the>i  have  not  maintained  this  principle,  he 
n-ill  nominate  others.  We  have  not  had  time  to  look  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  congress  which  framed  the  bank  charter,  for  the 
purpos*  of  seeing  whether  this  function  of  reporting  to  the  exe- 
cutive by  the  government  directors  was  contemplated  at  th« 
lime. 


170 


NILES'  REGISTER— MAY    10,   1834~M1SCELLANE0US. 


.would  fight),  the  bank  was  s|;oken  of  as  a  ^'■reptile  to  be\      The  patriotic  idea  of  breaking  or  ''crushing 
crushed  at  -will,  under  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea-    of  the  United  States,  has  been  abandoned  ! 


sury," — -and  so  fools  believed,  and  silly  ones  rejoiced  at 
it,  for  they  knew   no  better,  being  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  real  state  of  the  bank,  as  well  as  of  the  nature  of  cur- 
rency— and  inflated,  also,  like  frogs  croaking  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  muddy  pool,  with  delicious  ideas  of  their  own 
importance,  and  the  power  of  their  own  "sweet  voices" 
to  perform  a  requiem  over  the  bank.     But  their  croak- 
ings  only  made  common-sense  people  laugh — if  not  com- 
pelled to  grieve  at  the  evils  which  ignorance  and  vanity 
had    inflicted — for  the   "reptile"  ■woidd''nt  be   crushed! 
What    was    next  to  be    donei'     The    whole    flock    then 
*'junnped  over  the  fence,"  and,  instead  of  "glorying"  over 
the  weakness  of  the  bank,  th*;y  abused  it  for  its  strength, 
and    simultaneously    shouted    "monster,"    "monster," 
"monster!"     And  they  had  the  effrontery— 'lliough  they 
eaid,  years  before,  that  the  bank  ought  to  commence  a  re- 
tirement of  itB  business — to  criminate  the   institution  for 
withholding    new    discounts!     Precious     consistency^ — 
"glorious"  demonstration  of  the  love  of  truth  !     But  that 
story,  as  we   said  not  long  ago,  was  soon  kicked  out  of 
every   decent  company,  by  the   simple  shewing  of  the 
bank  that  it  had  not  reduced  the  line  ot  its  discounts  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  line  of  its  deposites  had  been 
reduced — though,  if  the  bank  must  die  at  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  impudence  itself  should  not  have  blamed 
it  for  restraining  its  discounts.     It  is  a  connimon  saying, 
and  too  often  seems  a  true  one,  that  "corporations  have 
no  souls ;"  but,  in  this  instance,  the  bank  of  the   United 
States  has  shewn  us  that  it  lias  one,  or  that  a  sense  of  its 
own  interest,  to  prevent  a  general  bankruptcy  of  dealing 
men,  has  acted  in  the  place  of  a   "soul;"  and  it  is  well, 
indeed,  that   tlie  bank  is  not  "the  monster"  which  it 
has  been  so  loudly  and  angrily  proclaimed:  that  certain 
considerations  which  enter  not  into  the  minds  of  its  ene- 
mies, which  have  no  home  in  tlteir  bosoms,  induce  it  to 
restrain   its  power  to  do   that   harm   to    others   which 
others  designed  to  render  against  itself,  and  tvoidd  still 
exert,  if  they  could!     We  do  not  envy  these  men  the  se- 
cret thoughts  of  their  own  hearts— the  compuncti'bus  vi- 
sitations of  their  own  consciences! — for  we  presume  that 

even ,  must  "know  himself"  sufiiciently  well  to  feel 

that  he  is  a  contemptible  night-produced  "toad  stool," 
and  a  miserable  and  filthy  and  pestiferous  thing. 


the  bank 
It  may  die  a 
natural  death,  but  all  the  power  of  "the  government" 
cannot  kill  it  before  its  time!  And,  though  the  bank 
cannot  be  killed,  it  may  prostrate  its  tensof  ihousands  of 
the  people,  and  must,  in  self  defence,  unless  the  hostile 
proceedings  against  it  are  suspended,  if  not  retraced—- 
whether  the  charter  shall  be  renewed  in  a  modified  form, 
or  the  idea  of  continuing  a  national  bank  be  altogethi/r 
thrown  aside. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  business  and  currency  of  the 
United  States,  the  notion  of  a  sudden  reversion  to  a  me- 
tallic medium,  is  worthy  only  the  mind  of  a  straight- 
waistcoated  maniac.  It  is  impossible,  unless  in  the  al- 
most universal  ruin  of  all  who  do  not  hold  public  offices, 
and  feed  at  the  public  crib.  These  might  fatten  on  the 
agonies  of  honest  naen,  if  paid  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent, 
as  they  are  now.  It  is  the  part  of  every  honest  man  to 
wish  the  preservation  of  a  sound  currency;  and  we  fear- 
lessly assert  that  we  have  the  best  currency  in  the  world, 
in  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  being  unde- 
niably better  than  hard  dollars,  because  of  the  reduced 
risk  in  keeping,  or  cost  of  transporting  moneys  from 
place  to  place.* 

The  bank  has  k  mighty  poM'er.  It  has  the  strength  of 
a  giant — but  does  not  exert  it.  The  state  banks  stand  iu 
the  relation  of  rivals  to  it,  being  engaged  in  the  same  bu- 
siness; hut  where  is  the  state  bank  that  asks  the  abolition 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States?  What  possible  better 
evidence  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  bank  can  be  offered, 
than  in  the  imposing  fact  suggested — the  almost  universal 
testimony  of  intelligent  men,  who  know  and  feel  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  being  a  "monster," 
with  the  will  to  cripple  and  destroy  the  state  institutions, 
is  always  ready,  and  never  lias  refused,  to  sustain  such  of 
them  as  had  just  claims  to  a  liberal  support.  If  it  be  said 
that  such  is  the  interest  of  the  bank,  (as  we  believe  that 
it  is),  so  much  the  better!  The  strongest  guard  against 
the  doing  of  wrong,  is  to  make  it  a  person's  interest  to 
do  right. 

The  power  of  the  bank  has  been  as  "well  derived  from 
the  intelligent  and  prudential  administration  of  its  con- 
cerns, as  from  the  ignorance  and  vanity  of  those  who 
would  have  "crushed"  it.  It  was  as  though  a  parcel  of 
children,  putting  to  sea  on  a  float  of  loose  boards,  and  arm- 
ed with  elder-bush  pop-guns,  charged  with  cheive.d paper ^ 


In  the  present   state   of  afl'airs,  we  could  not   advise  _  .    . 

the  directors  of  the  bank  (if  our  humble  opinion  were    had  made  an  attack  upon,  and  demanded  the  surrender 


asked),  to  extend  their  circulation' — yet  we  regret  to  ob 
serve  that  it  is  rapidly  diminishing.    Every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  its  notes  withdrawn,  probably  contracts  the  gene- 
ral circulation  at  least  400  dollars  (for  its  notes  are  better 
than  specie),  and   the  value  of  money  is  too  rapidly  ap- 
preciated, and  so  it  must  go  on.     But  what  can  the  bank 
do?     Can  it  be  asked,  at  this  season  of  peril,  to  extend 
its  business?     Certainly  not.     It  stands,  and  must  stand, 
*'like  a  strong  man  armed,"  between  a  sound  currency 
and  a  circulation  of  rag-money — and  if  the  latter  pre- 
vails, as  many  well-judging  persons  fear  that  it  must,  the 
interests  of  the  bank  itself  will  be  exceedingly  injured. 
Here  are  the  horns  of  the  dilemma! — If  the  bank  in- 
creases its  circulation,  it  endangers  itself,  and  will  be 
also  grossly  abused  for  doing  so,  because  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  expiration  of  its  chartei' — if  it  retires  its 
circulation,  (which  the  people  prefer  to  coin),  it  drains 
the  coin  out  of  the  state  banks,  and,  to  four  times  the 
amount  of  such  drains,  reduces  their  discounts  or  accom- 
modations to  the  public!     Hence  the  paralysis  in  busi- 
ness of  all  sorts,  which,  in   our  opinion,  has  only  just 
commenced.     There  are  peculiar  circumstances  which 
must  urge  it  oiiiward.     A  part  of  the  public  debt,  (of  in- 
significant amount,  in  past  times,  but  now  a  weighty  con- 
cern), is  to  be  paid — and  certain  arrangements  entered 
into  at  New  Nork,  and,  perhaps,  other  places,  to  relieve 
the  pressure  on  business-men,  have  passed  the  period  for 
which  they  were  entered  into.     We  hope  that  they  n)ay 
be  renewed.     The  necessity  of  relief  is  every  day  more 
and  more  apparent.     Distress  gathers  force  as   it  pro- 
ceeds.    And  the  deposite  banks  cannot  long  render  the 
relief  that  was  expected  of  them,  through  the  use  of  the 
pubUc  depositee— 'lor,  if  the  ordinary  amount  of  moneys 
l>e  appropriated,  "the  government"  will  not  have  a  "sur- 
plus," at  the  end  of  a  few  months. 


of,  the  Constitution  frigate — when  commanded  by  a 
Htdl,  Bainbridge  or  Steivart,  and  manned  by  500  Ame- 
ricans whose  "home  is  on  the  deep!"  And  then,  though 
the  precaution  of  even  closing  the  ports  of  the  frigate 
sliouUl  not  be  made — though  not  a  single  swivel,  charged 
with  grains  of  sand  only,  should  be  fired  by  her' — who 
would  not  laugh  when  they  heard  her  called  a  "monster," 
for  the  simple  reason  that  she  would  not  haul  down  the 
stripes  and  stars  at  the  bidding  of  such  an  enemy?  But 
this  is  not  all^ — the  ripples  of  the  "water  against  her  "iron 
sides"  shakes  into  pieces  the  floats  of  boards,  and  her 
boats  are  hoisted  out  to  save  the  young  ones  who  would 
have  sunk  her — if  they  could  !t 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  article,  it  is  mentioned 
that  large  amounts  of  specie  were  deposited  in  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  obtain  its  notes.  We  learn,  how- 
ever, that,  in  many  cases,  such  exchange  is  refused  by  the 
bank — and  for  these  reasons,  that  the  bank  generally  pre- 
fers its  own  notes  to  specie — having  an  ample  sufficiency 
of  the  latter,  and  not  knowing  to  what  foul  purposes  the 

*Wtt  have  pome  truly  lanchable  accounts  of  tho  cozenin^s  of 
some  of  the  "perish  credit"  tnrmbers  of  conijress,  to  obtain  hills 
of  the  bank  of  Hie  United  States  in  exolianae  for  those  wlirch 
are  paid  them  in  Wa£hinc;ton.  Jlre  these  men  honest!  How 
modest  is  it  in  them,  to  rocoiumend  to  oilicrs  that  which  they 
will  not  take  tliemj^elves!  Tliey  talk  about  a  "metallic  curren- 
cy," and  yet  beg  for  accommodations  from  the  office  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  Let  them  send  or  carry  home,  the  bills 
of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis! 

fThe  bank  lias  comparatively  increased  the  amount  of  its  ac- 
commodations—and, with  all  the  disposition  that  prevails  to 
mi?re|ires»'nt  and  distort  the  proceedings  of  it?  directors,  has  a 
single  instance  of  oppression  been  preferred  and  sustained 
against  Ihein.!*  The  demands  on  other  banks  have  been  mode- 
rately urated,  and  in  many  instances  postponed;  and  in  cn.-es  of 
emergency  the  coin  and  credit  of  tliia  bank  liavc  been  freely 
I  tendered  to  state  banks. 
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former  may  be  appropriated  by  malignant  persons;  and    must  needs  think  that  the  committee  well  knew  that  such 


it  often  happens  that  from  one  to  two  per  cent,  in  com, 
is  offered  as  a  pi-emium  for  notes  of  this  bank,  and  re- 
fused. This  is  the  natural  result  of  the  war  that  prevails 
against  the  institution — a  war  of  "the  government"  against 
seven  millions  of  the  peojjle's  own  money  vested  in  the 
capital  of  the  bank!  And  besides,  it  is  rather  the  interest 
of  the  bank  to  import  specie  at  ilie  present  rates  of  ex- 
change, than  to  gather  it  from  tlie  vaults  of  the  local  banks, 
utdess  in  necessary  settlement  of  balances  due. 

The  imbecility  of  those  who  made  war  upon  the  bank 
had  two  leading  causes — first,  the  veto  of  tlie  president 
on  the  bill  for  rechartering  the  bank,  was  a  war  against 
both  houses  of  congress— and  the  i-emoval  of  the  depositcs 
as  well  a  war  against  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  as 
against  the  house  of  I'epresentatives,  m  hich  had,  at  the  last 
session,  by  a  vote  of  109  to  46,  declared  the  public  mo- 
ney safe  in  this  institution;  and  now,  perhaps,  there  is 
hardly  one  man  in  a  hundred  who  can  "read,  rite  and 
sipher  to  the  rule  of  tliree,"  being  engaged  in  any  sort 
of  business,  that,  in  the  secret  of  his  own  heart,  regards 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  as  a  wise  or  proper  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  ])resident.  It  is  almost  universally 
I'eprobated  by  the  thinking  men,  though  party  will  not 
permit  some  to  confess  it,  openly.  'I'he people  then,  who 
had  power  over  this  subject,  were  not  on  the  side  of  "the 
government,"  and  the  imbecility  of  the  latter  is  shewn  in 
the  manner  stated  above.  The  moral  force  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  president,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  sacrifices  of  pi  operty  and  of  comfort  which 
his  measures  have  already  caused. 

We  shall  make  another  remark,  and  conclude,  intend- 
ing to  refer  to  the  fact  more  fully  at  a  future  day.  The 
bank  is  complained  of  as  a  "monopoly,"  Sec.  But  what 
was  the  origin  of  this  bank?  Was  it  the  contrivance  of 
capitalists,  or  a  project  of  the  government,  to  redeem  the 
republic  of  a  disordered  currency  and  re-establish  public 
and  private  credit?  It -was  the  latter!  And  if  the  pre- 
sent bank  sliall  be  destroyed,  the  same  causes  will  pro- 
duce the  same  eftects,  and  we  shall  have  another  bank! 
But  why  not  profit  by  past  experience?  Must  we  be  re- 
peate<lly  "brayed  in  a  mortar"  to  maintain  vivid  recol- 
lections of  pains  endured  I" 

The  reports  that  difficulties  have  occurred  between  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  (sent  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States),  and  the  president  and  directors  of  that 
institution,  have  been  continued — 'and,  indeed,  the  return 
of  the  committee  seems  to  have  been  daily  expected;  but 
things  have  not  yet  proceeded  to  that  extremity. 

We  gather  from  these  reports,  [how  far  they  are  true 
we  pretend  not  to  form  an  opinion],  that  the  committee 
had  claimed  not  only  the  private  possession  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  as  stated  in  our  last,  but  copies  of  all  letters 
*'on  any  subject  in  any  way  connected  with  the  bank,  or 
the  public  deposites,  or  private  affairs,  which  the  officers 
of  the  bank  may  have  received  from  members  of  con- 
gress, within  the  last  two  years" — of  course,  this  demand 
was  refused:  for,  as  the  "National  Intelligencer"  well 
observes,  "So  jealous  were  the  people  of  this  country,  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  that  a  provision  was  introduced 
into  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  expressly  se- 
curing the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  pa- 
pers^ effects,  &:c.  'against  unreasonable  searches  and  sei- 
zures.' What  can  be  more  unreasonable  than  the  gener- 
al seizure  of  the  correspondence  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress, -without  tvarrant,  by  the  assumed  authority  of  a 
committee  of  congress?"  And  besides,  the  whole  power 
of  congress  is  contained  in  the  following  clause  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank — "That  it  shall,  at  ail  times,  be  law- 
ful for  a  committee  of  either  house  of  congress,  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  this  charter  have 
been,  by  the  same,  violated  or  not. "  This  is  the  whole 
potuer. 

There  is  no  possible  right  in  the  committee  to  make 
either  of  the  demands  stated,  and  there  would  be  a  gross 
impropriety  in  listening  to  either  of  them.  They  are 
claims  that  could  not  be  made  on  the  part  of  a  portion 
even  of  the  directors  of  any  bank,  unless  under  a  special 
order  of  the  board,  in  some  particular  emergency.     We 


claims  would  not,  and  could  not,  be  honored — and  that 
the  etlect  of  a  refusal  of  tiicm  was  calculated.  We  un- 
derstand that  a  long  correspondence  has  taken  place  on 
tlu^se  subjects.  There  is  a  plain  and  acknowledged  and 
legal  remedy  in  "the  government,"  provided  by  the 
charter,  to  ascertain  whetiicr  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated or  not — by  a  writ  of  scire  facias.  This  is  indeed 
the  only  remedy  provided — if  resorted  to,  the  bank  will 
pron^.plly  plead  to  it;  but  dares  not  wncourage  such  an 
espoinage  as  is  now  for  liie  first  time  attempted  in  the 
United  .States. 

^^''e  have  yet  another  "explosion" — as  follows: 

MAllYLANU  SAVINGS    INSTITUTION, 

Ma7j  Qth,  18.34. 

{It^The  board  of  directors  deem  it  advisable,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  suspend  the  operations  of  this 
institution,  as  relates  to  the  i'aceiy)t  and  payment  of  de- 
posites for  the  present — and  until  further  notice. 

The  stockholders  are  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  at 
Scotti's  long  room,  in  South  street,  on  Thursday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon,  to  consider  and  decide  on 
the  course  to  be  pursued  in  settling  the  afiairs  of  the  in- 
stitution.* The  holders  of  certificates  of  special  depo- 
sites are  informed,  tliat  they  will  be  received  in  payment 
of  debts  due  the  institution — ^and  all  moneys  deposited  or 
left  in  charge  of  the  Institution  this  day,  will  be  returned 
to  those  entitled.  All  notes  deposited  for  collection,  by 
persons  not  indebted  to  the  institution,  will  be  delivered 
to  the  depositors. 

It  is  believed  by  the  board  of  directors,  that  in  decid- 
ing on  the  present  suspension,  they  have  adopted  a  mea- 
sure which  will  tend  to  secure  full  payment  of  all  the  de- 
posites in  the  institution.     Bv  order  of  the  board, 

J.'HUTCHINS,  treasurer. 

This  institution  was  a  large  depository  of  the  moneys,  or 
savings,  of  the  productive  classes,  and  its  operations  were 
extensive.  If  we  except  the  l)ank  of  Maryland,  (which 
failed  sometime  ago),  there  neither  was,  nor  is,in  this  city, 
any  corporate  body  which  cotdd  have  [directly]  borne  so 
heavily  on  the  industrious  and  hard-working  and  econo- 
mical citizens  of  Baltimore.  A  doubt  has,  for  several 
weeks,  existed  as  to  its  ability  to  meet  its  engagements; 
and  a  great  sum  has  been  drawn  from  it,  in  consequence 
of  that  doubt:  but  a  greater  sum  remains  that  could  not 
be  promptly  drawn,  notice  of  the  intention  to  withdraw 
being  required,  and  we  see  the  result  as  above  stated. 
It  is  believed  that  the  inslitittion  may  pay  all  its  debts 
in  a  reasonable  time,  if  able  to  make  reasonable  collec- 
tions of  those  which  are  due  to  it,  and  leave  something 
for  the  stockholders;  for,  at  the  last  settlement  of  its  at- 
airs,  there  was  a  large  apparent  sum  in  surplus  profit*. 
We  have  not,  however,  any  particular  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  this  establishment. 

A  great  crowd  collected  about  the  building  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  and  a  deep  feeling  of  distress  was  ma- 
nifested, especially  on  the  part  of  several  females;  but  the 
people  conducted  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner,  and 
if  any  had  a  disposition  to  create  a  riot,  it  was  restrained 
for  the  v.'ant  of  co-operating  spirits. 

In  a  community  so  pressed  down  as  that  of  this  city, 
every  event  of  this  sort  adds  a  ten-fold  pressure  to  the 
real  amount  of  the  difficulty  itself  by  diminishing  public 
confidence — for  thousands  of  false  reports  are  put  afloat, 
though  there  are  enovghoi  bad  ones  in  circulation  that  are 
true — and  the  end  of  these  things  is  not  near  at  hand ! 
No  man  can  calculate  the  ending  of  them.  There  is  not  a 
single  ray  of  light  to  guide  us  through  the  gloom  that  en- 
compasses us.     W^e  have  only  to  fear  the  -what  next? 

Several  gentlemen  have  requested  us  to  publish  and  pre- 
serve lists  of  the  presidents  and  directors  of  the  several 
corporations  that  have  failed  in  this  city,  that  they  may  be 
easily  referred  to;  and  also  suggested,  that  certain  close 

*The  meeting  was  held,  and  a  jreneral  stalemenlof  the  nffaira 
of  the  institution  lias  been  published.  Ih  the  use  of  gross  sums, 
it  shews  a  balanced  nrcoiint — iho  responr-ibiliiies  and  apparent 
means  being  each  .$896,082  80 — but  nothing  is  staterl  by  which 
the  validity  of  the  means  may  be  tested,  nor  is  any  opinion  ex- 
pressed of  the  solvency  of  the  establishnienl.  The  subject  has 
been  referred  to  an  excellent  comniiltee  of  five  person*,  who 
are  expected  to  make  a  report  on  or  befoie  the  l9th  inst. 
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investigations  should  be  commenced  by  us,  as  in  times 
past,  when  at  war  with  the  "rag-barons,"  &c.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  former  as  we  understand  it,  is  in  the  way  of 
reproof,  that  some  worthy  men  should  have  permitted  the 
use  of  their  names  to  sanction  proceedings  that  have 
turned  out  so  calamitous.  It  is  a  great  misfoi-tune,  that 
such  persons  have  so  acted— for  so  it  is,  in  many  cases, 
tl)at  they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  institu- 
tions to  which  they  were  attached,  as  of  tilings  happen- 
ing in  Kamschatska — seldom  meeting,  and  then  as  if  only 
to  make  up  a  board !  Jiut  they  ought  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble to  the  public^  in  one  ivay  or  another. 

The  general  subject,  however,  is  one  that,  on  account 
of  its  locality,  we  are  indisposed  to  meddle  with — for  our 
local  circulation  is  very  limited;  and,  as  we  never  have, 
we  do  not  choose  now,  to  lumber  our  pages  with  local 
affairs.*  And  withall,  injustice  might  be  rendered  to 
some  individuals:  for  monetary  negotiations  which  appear- 
ed highly  prudent  and  proper  before  "the  fell  ex])eri- 
ment"  began,  and  when  cash  courted  credit — would  now 
seem  to  have  been  the  I'esult  of  insane  calculations  of 
means.  The  people  are  not  always  willing  to  make  right- 
ful allowances  for  altered  circumstances — and  yet  it  is 
these  which  determine  some  of  the  most  important  events 
of  our  lives.  Principles  do  not  change;  but  {.ha  practice 
on  principles  is  at  all  times  subject  to  various  muta- 
tions. Who  that  made  an  engagement  in  September  last 
to  pay  money  in  May,  present,  and  thought  himself  act- 
ing wisely — 'does  not  regret  the  proceeding,  if  of  a  nature 
that  it  might  have  been  avoided  at  the  time!  One  thou- 
sand dollars  in  ready  money  now,  seems  -worth  more  than 
1,500  dollars  were  worth  then — and  is  certainly  harder  to 
get  the  possession  of.  Siill  we  believe  that  thei-e  has  been 
much  excessively  imprudent  conduct,  (if  not  fraudulent 
inte7itio7i),  in  some  of  the  persons  connected  with  these 
bankrupted  institutions. 

T^he  glory  of  "the  experiment"  is  more  and  more  ma- 
nifest every  day.  In  our  last  paper  we  published  an  ac- 
count of  the  cotton  spindles  which  had  been  stopped  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Providence,  R.  I.  being  70,400 — we 
have  now  to  add  the  following,  from  the  "Providence 
Journal. " 

Albion,  (more  than   stated), 2,100 

Edward  Walcoll, 3,500 

George  Wilkinson, 2,000 

J.  F.  Walcott, 2,000 

J.  Burbank, 1,700 

John  Gardener, 2,S00 

John  Slater,  (Jewitt  city), 1,500 

15,300 

Number  before  stated, 70,400 

Additional, 15,300 

Total,  at  this  lime  85,700 

One  of  the  letter  writers  from  Washington  states  a 
curious  circumstance  which  happened  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives on  the  2d  inst.  as  follows:  Mr.  Chilton — 
ifiaving  the  floor  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Jarvis  for  in- 
quiring into  to  the  condition  of  the  District  banks — made 
good  his  statement,  that  he  had  an  important  fact  to  com- 
municate respecting  the  pet  there,  the  bank  of  the  Metro- 
polis, and  said  that  tlie  bank  had  violated  its  charter,  by 
the  issue  of  one  dollar  bills,  "with  the  connivance  and 
sanction  of  the  government." 

"This  is  no  statement,  (says  the  account),  unsustained  by 
proof,  for  Mr.  C.  exhibited  the  proof,  read  the  note  in  his  place 
in  the  house,  and  on  its  face  it  purported  to  have  the  ii.-uai 
vignette— bank  of  the  Mt^tropolis,  selected  depository  of  the 
government — and  was  endorsed  Washington,  6tli  November, 
1833,  pay  one  dollar  to  S.  Potter,  agent  of  the  trens?nry  depart- 
ment, and  afterwards  payable  to  F.  F.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe, 
the  official  paper;  through  whose  hands  it  came  with  others, 
and  was  so  endorsed,  &.c.  &c.!!!  Mr.  C.  tlien  placed  in  juxta 
poaition,  the  clause  by  which  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  de- 
clared to  be  violated,  if  it  should  issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  The  bane  and  antidote 
were  both  before  them." 

*Thi8  work  owes  but  little  to  Baltimore  for  its  support.  For 
one  dollar  received  of  its  citizens,  the  editor  has  brought  from 
distant  places  thirty  or  forty  dollar.^  to  be  expended  amoni; 
them.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that  he  cannot  go  into  a  special 
examination  of  things  that  are  local  in  their  nature,  and  would 
involve,  perhaps,  an  occupancy  of  the  chief  part  of  his  pages, 
which  more  belong  to  the  people  of  several  of  tlic  states,  than 
lo  those  of  Maryland,  includinj;  liie  city  ofEaltitnore.       ' 


There  are  several  other  matters  preferred  against  thi 
bank — and  it  seems  probable  that  the  fact  shewn  by  Mr 
Chilton  will  lead  to  an  investigation  of  its  affairs,  whicb 
it  seemed  resolved  should  not  be  made:  it  being  de- 
nied in  the  house  that  congress  had  power  to  examine 
even  into  the  solvency  of  the  bank  of  the  MetropoliSj 
though  a  place  of  deposite  of  the  public  money  ! 

The  following  from  a  late  London  paper,  will  not  fail 
to  claim  the  serious  attention  of  thinking  persons.  It  is 
true  to  the  letter,  except  that  the  party  which  has  power 
to  relieve  the  misery  of  the  people,  is  engaged  in  an 
"experiment,"  and  -uill  not. 

Tlie  unparalltled  embarrassments  amongst  the  commercial 
classes  of  the  United  States,  liave  produced  a  great  stagnalion 
in  the  trade  between  this  country  and  that  recently  fiourishiiig 
republic.  Tiie  numerous  failures  which  have  occurred  in  New 
York,  Ptijladeliihia,  Baltimore,  and  the  other  cities  of  the 
iniioH,  have  been  felt  both  directly  and  indirectly  in  Enfelanri, 
Direcily  in  their  effect  on  individual  firms,  and  indirectly  ii> 
their  effect  on  the  general  state  of  credit.  There  is,  of  course, 
a  great  indisposition  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  risk  goods, 
or  to  enter  into  commeicial  transactions  at  present,  in  a  coun- 
try in  which  undoubted  solvency  and  unblemished  integrity  are 
no  securities  against  embarrassment  and  ruin, and  the  commer- 
cial classes  on  the  other  side  find  too  nvHch  dif5culty  in  n»eet- 
ing  their  engagements  in  the  present  disordered  state  of  trade 
and  suspension  of  credit,  to  have  either  disposition  or  ability  lo 
extend  their  concerns. 

Thus  ti)e  prospects  of  a  vast  and  profitable  trade  with  the 
United  States,  which  only  a  few  months  since  ?cemed  so  bright, 
have  been  clouded,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell  when  the  clou^ 
shall  pass  away.  A  rancorous  spirit  of  party  seems  lo  have 
destroyed  every  thing  like  reasonableness  in  the  government. 
Under  these  eircustances,  the  close  and  intimale  conneelion 
between  the  American  republic  and  the  British  empire,  com- 
pels us  to  endure  a  considerable  share  of  the  incojivenienee 
resulting  from  the  embarras^sments  of  our  tiaws-atlantic  friends 
and  customers.  The  exports  of  iron,  woollen  goods,  catlery, 
hosiery,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  all  other  articles,  have  re- 
ceived a  severe  check,  from  which  they  will  not  recover  until 
the  Americans  and  tiieir  government  recover  their  senses. 
When  that  will  be  it  is  impossible  to  guess,  for  up  to  the  latest 
accounts,  the  exasperation  of  all  parlies  seem  only  to  be  in- 
creased by  the  increasing  misery  of  every  class  of  the  people. 
Eacli  party  lays  tlie  blame  on  the  other,  and  none  does  any 
thing  to  restore  public  or  private  confidence. 

Mr.  Schott,  president  of  the  Girard  bank,  at  Philadel- 
phia, has  officially  notified  the  stockholders  that  the  con- 
tract with  the  United  States,  for  the  receipt  of  the  publie 
deposites,'  will  "cease  and  determine"  on  the  1st  July 
next. 

It  is  mentioned  that  Mr.  Rush  has  resigned  his  clerk- 
ship to  the  committee  examining  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
with  a  view  to  his  nomination  as  a  "government  direc- 
tor" of  that  institution. 

Two  rnanufacturcrs  of  buttons,  in  Easthampton,  Mass. 
have  recently  discharged  more  ih^n  fifteen  hundred  work- 
ing people — because  of  the  Avant  of  demand  for  their  pro- 
ducts, in  the  want  of  money  or  credit  to  purchase  them. 
The  discharged  are  chiefly.females. 

United  Slates  bank  stock  at  New  York,  May  3 — 107^. 

The  packet  ship  Ontario  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
London,  with  350,000  dollars  in  specie. 

The  business  at  the  gold  mines  of  Georgia  is  said  to 
be  very  profitable  just  now,  and  that  it  will  yield  an  in- 
terest of  15  or  20  per  cent,  profit  on  the  labor  and  capital 
employed  last  year.  An  Irishman  named  Thomas  G. 
Bovven  had  withheld  a  deposite  of  14,955  dvvts.  of  gold 
for  the  bank  of  Darien,  and  eloped  with  the  property. 
A  teller  in  the  Mechanics  and  Traders'  bank  of  New- 
Orleans,  has  also  removed  several  thousand  dollars  of  the 
deposites,  wilhout  assigning  any  "reasons"  for  so  doing. 

The  Jackson  party  has  succeeded  in  the  election  ofcon- 
.stables  in  the  district  of  Southivark,  (Philadelphia),  by  a 
larger  majority  than  usual;  and  also  in  the  election  of 
m:n  or,  kc.  in  the  new  city  of  Brooklyn,  (opposite  New 
Yoik),  by  a  smaller  majority  than  usual;  but  has  been 
defeated  in  every  ward  of  the  city  of  ^llbany,  and  by  an 
aggregate  m.-^jority  of  475  votes.  So  also  at  CatskilJ, 
vvhich,  in  1831,  gave  a  large  Jackson  majority. 
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The  borough  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  hitherto  one 
of  the  strongest  holds  of  the  administration,  has  elected 
anti-Jackson  officers.  Such  a  result  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  expected  by  one  party,  and  was  unhoped  tor 
by  the  other. 

The  committee  of  the  five  first  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  charged  with  a  certain  "instruction"  to  Mr. 
JilcKim.,  have  made  a  very  able  and  elaborate  report  on 
the  subject— which  shall  be  noticed  when  like  returns 
from  Anne  Arundel  county  are  received. 

A  large  "Jackson  Republican"  meeting  was  held  in 
Monument  Square,  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday  evening 
last.  As  we  have  published  the  resolwtions  passed  at  the 
other  meeting,  we  shall  give  those  passed  at  this. 

A  memorial  was  lately  offered  in  the  senate,  by  Mr. 
JMcKean,  from  certain  '■'^clemocratic-repvblicmi- Jackson- 
Wolf -citizens''''  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  "New  York  Courier"  says  that  of  85  persona  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
newly  elected  mayor,  more  than  forty  are  office-holders. 

A  lively  report  has  prevailed  that  gov.  Tazewell,  of 
Virginia,  will  speedily  convene  the  new  legislature, 
because  of  the  present  state  of  public  affairs.  Such  a 
proceeding  might  have  a  powerful  effect  in  these  peril- 
ous times^  but  the  season  is  exceedingly  inconvenient  to 
the  members,  and  the  expense  not  to  be  disregarded,  un- 
less the  necessity  shall  become  manifest. 

There  is  a  majority  in  every  county  of  Mr.  Stex>enson''s 
district,  in  Virginia,  against  his  political  course,  and  the 
entire  vote  not  less  than  two  to  one  against  the  adminis- 
tration. Mr.  LoyaWs  district  shews  more  than  two  to 
one  against  his  votes  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

We  may  insert  some  amusing  paragraphs,  in  the  way 
of  prophecies  concerning  the  late  elections  in  Virginia, 
or  as  attempts  to  soften  down  the  result — which,  it  is  dis- 
tinctly stated,  shews  a  majority  of  at  least  ttventy-five 
against  the  administration.  It  is  supposed  that  this  num- 
ber will  be  much  increased,  when  the  legislature  meets, 
in  consequence  of  the  "protest." 

Several  of  the  newspapers  are  loickedly  republish- 
ing Mr.  Bentoii's  famous  speech  of  May  4,  1826,  on 
executive  powers,  patronage,  privileges,  &c.  It  is  really 
an  amusing  article— an  "entire"  reform  one;  and  we  in- 
vite our  numerous  friends  who  preserve  files  of  the  Re- 
gister, to  refer  to  vol.  36  page  292,  that  they  may  Iiave 
ft  hearty  and  long  laugh;  and,  in  times  like  these,  every 
man  who  causes  a  laugh  should  be  regarded  a  -'public 
benefactor ! " 

The  New  York  Standard  thinks  it  a  small  matter  that 
114,918  names  are  signed  to  petitions  praying  for  a  re- 
storation of  the  deposites,  and  only  8,751  against  the  re- 
storation. What  is  115,000  to  the  13,000,000  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States?  But  are  not  these  thirteen  millions 
subject  to  some  small  considerations ?  In  the  first  place, 
about  three  millions  on  account  of  persons  of  color — then 
&feio  millions  for  women  and  children — then  other  mil- 
lions for  persons  who  have  had  no  opportunity  to  sign  a 
memorial,  and  then  a  large  number  for  aliens  and  pau- 
pers, and  others,  who  have  no  right  to  sign. 

The  publication  of  the  Al^w  York  StaiidariJ  has  ceas- 
ed. It  was  one  of  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  United  States.  The  "New  York 
Evening  Post"  now  stands  alone  in  tliat  city,  and  is  much 
disposed  to  run  down  Mr.  Swartwout,  tlie  collector  of 
the  port,  and  certain  others  of  the  custom  honse-officers 
— saying  that  there  are  offences  of  a  '■^political  nature 
that  should  have  been  enquired  into." 

Mr.  Foot  has  left  his  seat  in  congress  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  so  also  has 
Mr.  haxorence  to  take  bis  place  as  mayor  of  New  \''ork. 


Col.  Crockett  is  yet  on  his  "/ower"  to  the  north,  and 
has  much  amused  the  [)eople  by  his  originalities,  and  the 
broad  good  humor  that  plays  on  his  "honest  face." 

The  cholera  is  bad  among  the  boats  on  the  western 
waters — several  of  them,  (ascending),  have  lost  from  5 
to  20  passengers — one  lost  8  cabin  passengers.  Several 
U.  S.  soldiers  had  died  on  board  the  steamboat  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  has  issued  a  waiTant 
convening  the  old  house  of  representatives,  stating  that 
doubts  are  entertained  whether  a  quorum  of  senators  has 
been  chosen  by  the  people,  and  tiiat  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  house  to  take  steps  suited  to  the  emergency. 

The  condition  of  tilings  in  this  state  seems  awkward 
enough.  In  1832,  says  a  Providence  paper,  the  Jackson 
legislature  passed  a  law  providing  for  the  continuance  of 
the  governor  and  senate  in  oflice  in  case  of  a  non-election 
by  the  people.  Tiiey  endeavored  to  set  aside  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Robbins,  as  United  States  senator,  and  to  sub- 
stitute Eiisha  R.  Potter  for  a  vacancy  which  had  not  hap- 
pened. Mr.  Potter  having  been  rejected,  they  repealed 
this  same  law,  and  now  on  tlie  very  last  day  of  their  po- 
litical existence,  this  old  house  of  representatives  hae 
been  sumn»oned  to  re-enact  this  same  law,  without  which 
the  state  would  be  witliout  any  government  at  all." 

In  the  first  week  of  the  late  opening  of  the  New  York 
canals,  the  gross  receipts  on  the  whole  of  them,  amount- 
ed to  the  large  sum  of  $44,642  42. 

The  Pennsylvania  canals  have  been  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness for  some  lime.  Their  opening  considerably  pre- 
ceded that  of  the  New  York  canals,  and  a  spirited  com- 
petition prevails  to  obtain  the  trade  of  the  "great  west." 

Belgium  does  not  appear  to  have  gained  much  by  the 
revolution  and  separation  from  Holland.  Nearly  all  the 
merchants  have  departed  for  and  located  themselves  in 
the  latter — and  from  the  following  it  appears  that  the 
manufacturers  are  also  moving  away— 

A  letterfrom  Antwerp,  in  a  Ghent  journal  says — "The 
house  of  William  Wood,  Leaven  &  Son,  of  this  city  has 
sold  to  the  clergy  the  extensive  buildings  in  which  they 
carry  on  their  manufactures  of  muslin.  It  is  intended  to 
convert  this  building  into  a  convent  for  nuns.  Before  the 
revolution,  Mr.  Wood  gave  employment  to  about  1,500 
persons  in  Antwerp,  and  5,000  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
He  is  now  going  to  settle  at  Amsterdam,  where  he  al- 
ready has  a  house  under  his  own  name.  Blessed  effects 
of  our  levolution !" 

There  is  yet  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  South  Caro- 
lina on  account  of  the  test  oath  required  of  militia  offi- 
cers. Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  we  must 
think — if  even  believing  that  a  right  exists  to  impose  such 
an  obligation,  it  is  expedient,  at  least,  to  defer  an  exertion 
of  it. 


MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 

In  the  night  of  the  aOth  ult.  the  range  of  houses,  called  the 
Phenix  building?,  at  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  N. 
York,  were,  with  the  chief  part  of  their  contents,  consumed  by 
fire.  It  broke  out  in  the  fifth  story.  There  were  many  tf^nants 
in  these  buildings.  The  printing  establishment  of  Ibe  Mercan- 
tile Advertiser  and  New  York  Advocate  was  in  Uie  4lh  story, 
and  all  the  presses,  types,  &c.  were  lost — but  happily  insured. 
The  publication  of  this  valuable  paper  was  resumed  on  the  5(h 
iiist.  and  its  appearance  is  mueh  improved.  The  total  loss  of 
property  by  this  fire  is  not  staled,  but  it  must  have  been  a  large 
one.  Tlie  loftiness  of  the  building  rendered  it  impossible  to 
check  the  projjress  of  the  flames  until  they  had  acquired  a  pow- 
er that  was  irresistible  unless  after  the  mass  of  combustible 
matter  was  nearly  exhausted. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says— "We  are  hap- 
py to  learn  that  the  money  amounting  to  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, belonging  to  the  Morris  and  Delaware  canal  company, 
which  was  lost  a  few  days  ago,  ha?,  every  dollar  of  it,  been  re- 
stored. The  recovery,  we  understand,  was  effected  at  the  con- 
fessional—and it  deserves  to  be  known  that  unwearied  and 
most  laudable  pains  have  been  taken  by  the  very  reverend  Dr. 
Power,  and  the  other  Catholic  clergymen  in  our  ciiy,  for  some 
time  past,  to  acconipli~h  the  restoration.  The  company  is  in- 
debted for  it  to  the  immediate  instrumentality  of  the  former 
gentleman. 
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There  is  a  new  town  called  "Grand  Gulf"  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Black  river,  about  50  miles  above 
Natchez.  It  lias  only  four  years' growth,  but  contains  (300  or 
700  inhabitants,  and  many  good  houses  and  extensive  mercan- 
tile establishments.  Upwards  of  33,000  bales  of  cotton  were 
sjiipped  from  it  last  year.  The  Big  BJacU  liver  exieiuis  be- 
tween 3  and  400  miles  into  the  interior,  and  for  a  long  distance 
is  navigable  by  steamboats. 

The  cholera  made  its  appearance  at  the  plantation  of  Mr.  B. 
Smith,  one  mile  from  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi,  about  the  1st  of 
April,  and,  up  to  the  lOili,  there  had  been  forty-two  cases  and 
six  deaths.  The  paper  of  the  lllli  states  that  no  additional  miral  Cockb\irn 
case  had  occurred.  There  had  been  one  or  two  cases  in  llie 
town,  but  no  deaths. 

A  stout,  athletic  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Book,  ofLaw- 
renceburg,  Indiana,  died  at  Natchez,  two  or  three  weeks  since, 
of  cholera.  He  was  on  his  way  home  from  New  Orleans.  The 
Natchez  Standard  says,  "flis  case  was  purely  one  of  accident, 
and  now-a-days  quite  common  to  persons  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances— exposure  to  the  weather,  and  carelessness  in  the 
choice  of  food  and  general  mode  of  living." 

The  debt  due  by  the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  1st  of  the  present 
month,  was  $1,078,088  28.  The  amount  of  bonds  and  notes 
jlield  by  the  city  was  ^157,125  94— leaving  a  nett  balance 
against  it  of  $920,962  34.  This  city  owns  much  valuable  pro- 
perty. 

The  steamboat  United  States,  capt.  Van  de  Water,  touched 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river.  Lake  Ontario,  a  few  days 
,ago,  with  1,000  passengers! 

The  steamboat  St.  Louis  exploded  on  the  12th  ult.  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  12  or  14  persons  were  killed  or  serious- 
ly wounded.     She  was  bound  for  Galena. 

The  ship  Tuscany  which  made  so  successful  a  trip  to  Cal- 
cutta, with  a  cargo  of  ice,  is  again  fitting  out  for  tiie  same 
voyage,  from  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  the  like  description. 
Anothej-  yessel  will  be  despatched  for  Bombay,  and  the  day 
Is  not  far  removed  when  we  may  behold  ice  as  one  of  the  staple 
exportalions  of  the  north. 

At  a  public  sale  of  the  balance  of  tlie  property  of  Mr.  Boulig- 
ny,  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  we  observe  it  stated 
that  48  slaves  were  sold  for  the  sum  of  forty  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

The  Maryland  state  colonization  society  have  succeeded  in 
purchasing  and  commencing  the  settlement  of  a  tract  of  land 
at  cape  Palmas,  in  Africa,  to  which  they  have  given  ttie  name 
of  Maryland.  It  contains  about  400  square  miles.  The  land 
is  said  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  well  timbered,  and, 
in  point  of  salubrity,  one  of  the  most  desirable  spots  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa.  The  country  around  is  not  infested 
with  swamps  and  mangroves  as  elsewhere.  The  harbor  of  the 
territory  is  represented  as  decidedly  the  best  from  Sierra  Leone 
to  Fernando  Po,  affording  a  perfectly  safe  anchorage  for  the 
largest  vessels,  within  pistol  shot  of  the  shore. 

To  the  credit  of  the  society,  and  their  agent  in  the -purchase, 
James  Hall,  esq.  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  bargain  with 
^iic  natives  was  concluded  upon  the  most  reasonable  terms, 
and  in  a  shorter  time,  probably,  than  any  treaty  of  the  kind  was 
ever  before  effected,  without  the  intervention  of  spirituous  li- 
quors. [Gazette. 

The  ArkansaB  Oazette  says— '"'About  540  emigrating  Chero- 
kees,  from  the  old  nation,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  passed  up  the 
Arkansas  a  few  days  ago,  in  charge  of  lieut.  Harris,  U.S.A.,  on 
board  the  steamboat  Thomas  Yeatman,  on  their  way  to  join 
their  brethren  west  of  this  territory." 

Two  gentlemen  joint  keepers  of  a  "coffee  house,"  were 
looed  yesterday.  The  senior  partner  to  the  amount  of  $2,000, 
and  costs,  and  the  junior,  $800  and  costs— for  permitting  gam- 
bling to  be  carried  on  in  their  premises.  They  were  too  polite  to 
contend  with  his  honor  the  commonwealth.        [Boston  Post. 

The  New  Orleans  Advertiser  of  the  27th  March,  said — 
"There  are  now  loading  at  the  sugar  refinery  of  Messrs.  Fore- 
stall &.  Co.  four  vessels  for  the  Mediterranean.  The  refinery  is 
situated  about  two  miles  below  the  city.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  men  are  employed  iu  it,  and  the  quantity  of  sugar  refined 
amounts  annually  to  about  12,000,000  of  pounds.  The  whole 
process  is  done  by  steam,  and  it  is  said  to  be  without  exception, 
the  most  extensive  and  complete  estublishmeut  of  the  kind  in 
the  whole  world." 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Polk  stated  that  there  were  30,000 
applications  for  pensions  now  before  the  pension  office,  and  not 
yet  decided  upon. 

The  budget  of  expenditure  of  the  Dutch  government  for  the 
present  (1834)  is  53,892,828  Horins,  which  answers  to  £4.491,068 
sterling;  and  the  population  of  Holland  being  3,500,000,  this 
gives  £1  16s,  a-head  for  the  taxation  in  money;  and  the  price  of 
wheat  being  30s.  &d.  ilic  quarter,  this  gives  9.39  bushels  a  head 
for  the  taxation  iu  wheat. 

The  population  of  Great  Britain,  in  1833,  wns  estimated  at 
i6^557,398,  viz:     Agricultural  occupiers^  1,500,000^    laborers, 


4,800,000;  mining  600,000;  manufacturers  2,400,000;  proprietors 
and  annniteis  1,116,398;  seamen  and  soldiers  831,000;  shop- 
keepers 2,100,000:  all  other  classes  3,190,000. 

The  mail  boat.  Star  of  the  West,  plying  between  Mobile  and 
New  Orh'ans,  exploded  on  the  18th  ult.  by  which  two  persona 
were  killed  and  several  wounded. 

Several  blacks  have  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a  violent 
attempt  to  rescue  a  slave,  at  Pliiladelphia. 


The  Britit^h  frigate  President  [formerly  U.  S.  frigatej  has  b^ 
ordered  from  England  to  the  West  Indies,  to  bear  the  flag  of 
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The  cholera  has  caused  many  deaths  not  far  from  Columbus, 

Geo.  but  was  subsiding. 

One  of  the  Boston  papers  publishes  a  regular  bill  against  the 
navy  department,  approved  by  capt.  Elliott,  and  paid  by  the  na- 
vy agent,  for  the  sum  of  $210  96  "for  retreshments  provided 
during  the  docking  of  the  constitution,  June  24,  1833." 

Capt.  New,  of  the  brig  Julia,  at  New  York  from  Africa,  states 
that  H.  B.  M.  ship  Etna  boarded  the  American  ship  Rosannah, 
and  forcibly  took  from  her  two  seamen,  in  February  last,  while 
lying  at  St.  Jago. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  8th,  and  London  to  thelth  »Sprilf 

inclusive. 

GREAT   BRITAIN   AND   IRELAND. 

The  rumors  of  an  interference  in  favor  of  Donna  Maria  by 
the  troops  of  Spain,  had  produced  a  decided  improvement  iij 
favor  of  Portuguese  securities. 

A  very  serious  riot  took  place  the  beginning  of  April,  at  Por- 
tadown,  Ireland,  in  which  there  were  much  destruction  of  pro- 
perty and  breaking  of  heads. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  British  revenues. 

PRANCE. 

The  chief  subject  of  interest  is  the  reorganization  of  the  mi- 
nistry, which,  at  this  moment,  is  of  deep  concern  to  our  coun- 
try, as  the  resignation  of  the  duke  de  Broglie  and  general  Sg- 
bastiani  was  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  the  chambers  to 
make  the  necessary  appropriation,  to  carry  the  treaty  with  this 
country  into  effect.  We,  therefore,  give  the  following  abstract, 
published,  in  the  Moniteur,  which  also  promulgates  royal  or- 
donnances,  by  which  M.  Persil,  deputy  procureur  general  of 
the  royal  court,  is  appointed  keeper  of  the  seals  and  minister  of 
justice  and  of  worship,  in  the  room  of  M.  Barthe,  who  is  creat- 
ed a  peer  of  France,  and  made  first  president  of  the  court  of  ac- 
counts, in  the  room  of  M.  Barbe  Marbois,who  resigns,  but  who 
is  invested  with  the  dignity  of  honorary  first  president  of  the 
court  of  accounts. 

M.  Thiers,  deputy,  minister  of  commerce  and  public  works, 
is  appointed  minister  of  the  interior,  in  the  room  of  count  d'Ar- 
gout,  who  is  made  governor  of  the  bank  of  France,  in  the  place 
of  the  duke  de  Gaete. 

M.  Duchatel,  deputy,  is  nominated  minister  of  commerce  in 
the  room  of  M.  Thiers. 

The  separation  of  the  attributions  of  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior and  of  comtnerce,  will  be  hereafter  determined  by  a  special 
ordinance. 

Vice  admiral  count  de  Rigny,  deputy  and  minister  of  the  ma- 
rine and  colonies,  is  appointed  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the 
room  of  the  duke  de  Broglie. 

Vice  admiral  baron  Roussin,  ambassador  at  Constantinople, 
is  named  minister  of  the  marine  in  the  room  of  admiral  de  Rig- 
ny, who,  however,  will  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
his  late  office  till  the  arrival  of  admiral  Roussin. 

M.  Martin  du  Nord,  deputy  and  advocate  general  of  the  court 
of  Cassation,  is  appointed  procureur  general  of  the  royal  court 
in  the  room  of  M.  Persil. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  ministers  who  retain  their 
previous  oflices  are  Marshal  Soult,  president  of  the  council  and 
minister  of  war;  M.  Humann,  minister  of  finance;  and  M.  Gui- 
zot,  minister  of  public  instruction. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

The  government  had  decided  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Por- 
tugal. Ten  thousand  Spanish  troops  were  to  enter  that  coun- 
try, on  the  1st  of  April,  in  two  divisions,  under  the  command  of 
generals  Morillo  and  Rodil.  They  are  to  proceed  to  Santarein 
and  join  the  army  of  Don  Pedro.  General  Rodil  will  be  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  combined  armies. 

Admiral  Napier  took  Camina,  by  surprise,  on  the  24th  March; 
he  landed  with  500  troops  which  he  brought  from  Lisbon. 

RUSSIA    AND    TURKEY. 

There  were  rumors  that  the  Turkish  army  was  recruiting 
with  extraordinary  activity  in  Moldavia  and  Wallachia;  that 
Nicholas  had  sent  to  Achinet  Pacha  1,000,000  ducats,  proceed- 
ing from  the  debt  of  Turkey  to  Russia,  that  he  had  granted  the 
sultan  eight  years  to  pay  oft  his  debt;  that  a  serious  revolt  had 
broken  out  in  Bagdad  and  Kurdistan;  that  Constantinople  was 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  and  nothing  but  a  miracle  could 
save  the  Ottoman  empire. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

Jlf rtiy  2.  Mr.  Clay,  froni  the  committee  of  public  lands,  to 
.which  had  been  referred  the  bill  appropriating,  for  a  limited 
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lime,  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  sales  of  ilie  public  lands,  reported  the 
same  witii  ameHdinents.  He  also  made  a  detailed  report,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  answer  to  the  veto  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  Slates,  on  returning  tiie  land  bill  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  with  his  objections. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  be 
printed,  and  that  il  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Mon- 
day week. 

Mr.  i^or«j/<A  wished  to  hear  the  report  read.  He  could  not 
consent  to  the  printing  so  large  an  edition  of  a  docutueut,  with 
the  contents  of  which  he  was  unacquainted. 

The  report  was  then  read  in  part,  and  its  further  reading  dis- 
pensed vvitli. 

Mr.  Moore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, and  this  motion  being 
lost,  the  question  recurred  on  the  printing  o(  tlie  report. 

A  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Clay,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Black,  King  and  Skepley,  look  part,  aficr  which  the 
question  on  printing  was  taken,  and  decided  in  tlie  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  McKean,  Mani;um,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Sniith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wagganian,  Webster — 32. 
NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  King, 
of  Atabatna,  King,  of  Georgia,  White,  VVrighl— 9. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which  lie 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  and 
statements  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  also  those  of 
the  banks  wljich  have  been  selected  as  places  of  deposite  for 
the  public  moneys  which  have  been  received  at  the  treasury 
department  since  the  first  day  of  February  last;  and  that  he  be 
further  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  reports  and 
statements  of  said  banks  which  he  shall  hereafter  receive,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
received. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  be  directed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  banks  selected  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys,  have 
stopped  payment;  the  amount  of  public  money  deposited  in 
them  at  the  time  of  their  suspension,  if  any — that  they  inquire, 
also,  into  the  circumstances  altending  their  selection,  and  the 
security  taken  by  the  secretary;  and  whether  the  public  moneys 
are  safe  in  the  places  where  they  are  now  deposited;  and  that 
Ihey  have  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  re- 
spectable merchants  praying  that  the  legal  value  of  gold  may  be 
made  to  correspond  with  its  real  value,  and  that  the  coins  of 
other  countries,  at  proper  rates,  may  be  made  a  legal  tender. 

Mr.  Ewing  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  1,750  inhabitants 
of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Tipton  reported  the  bill  to  authorise  the  people  of  the 
territories  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  to  form  constitutions  and 
siale  governments,  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  some 
time  in  secret  session,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  the  senate 
adjourned. 

May  3.  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  a  memorial  from  the  district  of 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  comprising  the  town  of  New  Bed- 
ford and  other  places,  signed  by  upwards  of  1,900  persons.  This 
memorial  expresses,  in  strong  terms,  the  disapprobation  of  the 
signers  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  ascribes  their  pre- 
sent suffering  condition  to  that  act. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a  comparison  of  the  price  of  oil  and  some 
other  articles,  and  said  the  cry  of  distress,  which  had  reached 
congress,  had  been  gotten  up  for  mere  party  purposes. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  at  length  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  an  animat- 
ed debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Chambers,  Knigiit,  Porter, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Ewing  and  Poindexter  participated;  and  the 
memorial  was  finally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  to  postpone  the  special  order  until 
Monday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  blankets  furnished  the  militia  of  Michigan  in  the  late  war 
against  Black  Hawk. 

Mr.  Sprague  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  fees 
accruing  in  each  collection  district  in  the  United  States,  in  each 
year,  since  January  1, 1829,  the  amount  of  fees  paid  at  the  trea- 
sury in  each  year,  by  those  collectors  whose  fees  have  amount- 
ed to  more  than  the  maximum  allowed  them  by  law — the  names 
and  number  of  clerks  and  deputies  employed  by  each  collector, 
who  has  received  such  excess  of  fees — the  time  when  they  were 
employed  and  the  amount  paid  each  in  each  year.  Also,  a 
statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  each  otFice  where  such 
excess  of  fees  has  been  received;  whetlier  any  allowances  have 
been  made  to  officers  of  the  customs  for  travelling  expenses, 
and,  if  so,  the  names  of  such  officers  and  the  times  when  such 
expenses  were  incurred.  And,  also,  a  statement  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hold,  or  have  held,  several  offices  in  the  cus- 
touia  at  the  same  time,  since  January  1, 18-^9.  with  the  date  and 


time  of  continuance  of  their  appointment,  and  the  amount  of 
pay  which  they  have  received  from  each  office  which  they  hav« 
so  held,  during  the  period  aforesaid. 

On  HKJlion  ot  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 
May  5.    A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
Slates,  answering  the  call  for  information  relative  to  the  sale4 
of  public  lands;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  chair  announced  a  communication  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, showing  the  expenditures  of  that  department,  together 
with  the  unxepended  balances  of  appropriations. 

The  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Southard,  on  Friday,  relative  to 
the  <leposite  banks,  were  taken  up,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then   proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions of  Mr.  Poindexter,  on  the  president's  protest  as  mo- 
dified by  Mr.  Clay. 
The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bibb^s  amendment — 
Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  in  defence  of  tlie  protest, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  until  near  3  o'clock,  when 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and   moved  that  the  senate  adjourn — but 
gave  way  to  allow  Mr.  Clay  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  being  a  short 
time  engaged  therein  adjourned. 

May  6.  Several  resolutions  relative  to  private  claimR  being 
successively  submitted,  and  petitions  presented  and  disposed 
of, 

The  senate  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  the  resolutions  on  th« 
suliject  of  the  president's  protest,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Clay. 
The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb — 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  addressed   the  senate  for  about   an 
hour,  in  opposition  to  the  power  assumed  by  the  president;  and 
to  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Bibb  then  withdrew  his  amendment;  and 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  amend  tiie  resolutions,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  in  the  first  reiiolution,  and 
inserting: 

"That  the  message  of  the  president,  protesting  against  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  25th  of  March,  be  entered  on  the 
journal,  according  to  his  request. 

'■'■Resolved,  That,  leaving  to  the  states  to  whom  the  senate  is 
alone  responsible,  to  judge  whether  the  resolution  complained 
of  is,  or  is  not,  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  this  bo- 
dy, and  called  for  by  tlie  present  condition  of  public  affairs,  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  original  resolution,  with  a  list  of  the 
yeas  and  nays,  of  the  president's  message,  and  of  these  resolu- 
tions, be  prepared  by  the  secretary,  and  transmitted  by  the  vice 
president  to  the  governor  of  each  state  of  the  union,  to  be  by 
iiim  laid  before  the  legislature  at  their  next  session,  as  the  only 
authority  authorized  to  judge  upon  the  opinions  and  conduct  of 
the  senators  respectively." 

Mr.  Poindeasfer  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  they  wer« 
ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  resolutions  by 
adding  the  two  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  no 
right  to  send  a  protest  to  the  senate  against  any  of  its  proceed- 
ings. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  receive  the  protest  of  the 
president. 

Mr.  Forsyth  finally  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the  present, 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun^s  resolutions. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  when — 
Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  thereto,  in  de- 
fence of  the  president  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun.     He  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Poindexter,  Preston  and  Webster. 

Mr.  Webster  requested  a  division  of  the  two  resolutions,  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  was  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
McKean,  Shepley  Tallniadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 
—17. 

Mr.  Clayton  having  requested  it,  Mr.  Calhoun  consented  to 
withdraw  his  second  resolution;  but  the  chair  decided,  as  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered,  it  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Forsyth 
objected. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  motion  the 
chair  also  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  whereupon  an  appeal  was 
had  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  and  the  senate  sustained  the 
decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun^s  second  reso- 
lution and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Leigh,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,    Robbins — 7. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Clay,  For- 
syth, Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  Sprague,  Tallniadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 
—34. 


Its 
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After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Forsyt.k,  Calhoun 
and  Pohidexler, 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  his  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  o- 
rigin.tl  resolutions,  and  the  question  being  l;ikcn  thereon,  ap- 
peared as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyih, Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  Kinj;,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Shepiey,  Tall- 
madtie,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  VVri<;hl— 16. 

NAYS— Met-srs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Callioun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Kni!,'ht,  Lciuli,  iVIoore,  Naudain. 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rohbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster — 24. 
On  n)otion  of  Mr.  Webster,  tiie  senate  then  adjourned. 
May  7.  Tiie  chair  announced  a  communication  from  the 
treasury  departmt-nt,  in  relation  to  the  feed  and  emoluments  of 
officers  of  the  customs. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted: 

Resolved,l.^\Mii  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port, a«  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  senate,  the  amount  of  duties 
received  and  accrued  on  foreign  import- during  the  firstquarter 
of  the  year  1834,  with  a  table  showing  the  comparative  amount 
«f  the  year  1833,  and  distinguishing  between  the  amounts  ac- 
crued or  received  at  each  port. 

Resolved,  Thai  he  comnninicate  to  the  senate,  whether  any 
thing  has  tiappened  since  iiis  annua!  report  was  made,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  coimress,  to  vary,  in 
his  opinion,  tl)e  estimate  contained  in  the  said  report,  oi'  the 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  foreign  imports,  for  the  year  1834. 

Tl>e MM  making  an  appropriation  for  tiie  completion  of  the 
Toad  from  the  point  opjiosile  to  Memphis  lo  I^iitle  Rock,  in  the 
torritory  of  Arkansas,  was  rend  tiie  third  time  and  pas.«ed. 

*On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  proceeded  lo  the 
'Consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindextcr,  as  modified 
iijvMr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun;  when 

iVir.  Webster  addressed  tlie  senate  for  about  two  hours  and 
three  quarters. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  reply  to  the  arguments  which  had  been 
brought  forward  against  the  protest. 

Mr.  Foindexter  said  he  had  wished  to  deliver  his  sentimentp; 
but  that  his  desire  to  proceed  to  the  legislative  biuiness  was 
such  that  he  would  forbear.  He  was  willing  to  rest  his  vote  on 
the  arguments  which  tiad  already  been  offered,  and  in  none  with 
more  confidence  than  in  the  arguments  the  senate  had  to-day 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  for  which  he  ac- 
corded to  that  gentleman  his  sincere  thanks. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  resolutions. 
Mr.  Forsyth  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and  express- 
ed a  desire  to  make  some  remarks. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 
Mr.  Clay  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived,  yeas  12  nays  27. 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster. 
Mr.  Webster  briefly  rejoined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions  separately, 
wljen  fthey  were  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows,  the  vole 
4)eing  the  same  cwi  each  of  the  four  resolutions: 

Y'EAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 

Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain, 

.  Foindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 

Southard,    Sprague,    Swift,    Tomlinson,    Tyler,    Waggaman, 

Webster— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benson,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
•dricks,  Hill,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Shepiey,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16* 
So  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  in  the  following  form: 
Resolved,  That  the  protest  communicated  to  the  senate  on 
the  17th  instant,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  asserts 
powers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to 
receive  from  the  president  all  such  messages  and  communica- 
tions as  the  constitution  and  laws  and  the  iisual  course  of  busi- 
ness authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise  any 
right  in  him  to  make  a  formal  protest  against  votes  and  proceed- 
ings oi  the  senate  declaring  such  votes  and  proceedings  to  be 
illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  requesting  the  senate  to  enter 
such  protest  on  its  journals. 

Resolved^  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on  the  journal. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  has  no  right  to 
send  a  protest  to  the  .senate  against  any  of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Foindexter  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Friday  call  up 
the  report  of  the  comniittee  on  the  Rhode  Island  election. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  8.  Mr.  Kane  said  he  was  unexpectedly  absent  when 
the  vote  was  taken  yesterday  on  the  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the  president's  protest;  and  asked  permission  to  record  his 
vote  on  these  resolutions. 

Messrs.  Clayton  and  Moore  objected  to  the  indulgence  on  the 
(ground  that  it  would  be  violative  of  a  rule  of  the  house,  aHd  re- 
minded the  gentleman,  that  during  the  last  session,  gentlemen 
who  w«r«  absent  on  the  passage  of  the  force  bill,  were  denied 
the  privilege  of  recording  their  votes. 

*Absenton  these  votes— Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Md.  Maiigum, 
cd'H,  C.  Morris,  of  O.  and  Robinson  and  Kane,  of  Ifliiiois. 


The  motion  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a  memorial  from  Boston,  signed  by  up- 
wards or2,0(K)  persons,  opposed  lo  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  to  the  restoration  of  tiie  deposjies.     Read,  referred,  Stc. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  which 
was  read,  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  read- 
ing, by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundv, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn,  McKean,  Poindexler,  PorteV, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Silisbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster — 21. 

Nays— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  King,  of  Ala, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Preston,  Shepiey, 
Tyler,  White — 13. 

The  SKnate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  being  some  lime  engaged  therein,  the  doors  were 
opened,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  1.  While  Mr.  Foot's  motion  was  pending  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  reduce  the  item  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  of  $36,000  for 
the  salaries  of  ministers  to  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain  and 
Russia  to  $18,000  with  a  view  to  exclude  the  appropriations  for 
Great  Britain  and  Russia. 

Mr.  Jldanis,  of  Mass.  replied  at  large  to  the  remarks  of 
Messrs.  Wayne  and  Polk,  and  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  some 
pledge  that  the  nominations  for  the  two  courts  referred  to  last, 
would  be  made  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Archer  gave  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  an  in- 
quiry on  that  subject;  on  which  Mr.  ^<Zams  commented  with 
much  luirnor  and  severity. 

Mr.  Coulter  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
mission  to  Russia,  but  was  opposed  to  the  item  for  England, 
because  a  similar  appropriation  had  twice  been  n\ade  already^ 
and  the  executive  had  not  responded  to  the  overture  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

Mt.  H.  Everett  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  elicit  a  disclaimer  on  the  partof  the  executive,  of 
any  purpose  of  appointing  a  minister  to  England  after  congress 
should  have  adjourned. 

jMr.  ..JrcAer  disavowed  any  power  to  answer  on  the  part  of 
the  president,  but  presumed  no  such  appointmenl  would  be 
Hindi;,  as  he  should  not  deem  it  constitutional. 

Mr.  Binney  considered  the  response  from  tiie  department  of 
stale  as  tantamount  to  a  declaration  that  no  nomination  would 
be  made  to  the  senate;  and  he  was,  therefore,  for  striking  out 
the  item. 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  insisted  that  the  president  had 
the  whole  appointing  power;  though  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces he  must  have  the  advice  of  the  senate.  An  appointment 
made  in  recess  was  as  valid  as  during  the  session;  and  a  per- 
son so  appointed  would  hold  his  ofiice  to  the  close  of  the  suc- 
ceeding session  though  the  senate  should  reject  him.  He  op- 
posed the  amendment. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass.  replied  with  severity  on  the  pretensions 
set  up  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  for  the  president. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  Great  Britain  was  rejected  as  stated 
in  the  last  Register,  page  152. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  then  proceeded  until  that  clause  was 
reached  which  provides  for  charge  des  affaires  to  Portugal, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  Peru,  Mexico,  Central  America  and  New  Grana- 
da, $58,000. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  of  Mr.  Archer,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  why  these  items  had  been  inserted  for 
Belgium  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  other  South  American 
states.  He  wanted  information  on  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  those  countries. 

Mr.  rfiZde  adverted  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  moved 
that  the  house  jiow  adjourn,  and  the  house  accordingly  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  May  2.  After  several  bills  of  a  private  or  local  charac- 
ter had  been  disposed  of, 

The  house  again  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  gener- 
al appropriation  bill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  when 

Mr.  Adams  went  into  a  full  explanation  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  had  requested  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  why  appropria- 
tions were  asked  for  keeping  up  diplomatic  relations  with  Bel- 
gium, Buenos  Ayres  and  the  South  American*states. 

Mr.  Archer,  in  reply,  went  into  a  very  full  and  satisfactory 
expose  of  the  state  of  our  relations  with  the  states  to  which 
Mr.  Adam^s  inquiry  had  reference. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with  and  amended,  and  no 
further  amendments  being  offered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the 
house  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  May;  5.  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Mass.  called  up  the  resolu- 
tions and  letter  of  instructions  from  his  district,  signed  by  4,600 
persons,  instructing  him  to  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites.  Mr.  O.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  his  reasons  for 
decliniiig  lo  comply  with  the  instructions  of  his  constituents. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites  were  presented,  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Mass.  from  sundry  merchants,  mechanics  and  others  of  De- 
troit, IMichigan;  by  Mr.  Purges,  from  artisans  and  Mechanics 
residing  in  nearly  all  the  towns  of  Rhode  Island,  also  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  a  convention  of  mechanics  and  artisans  aseem- 
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%>led  from  various  towns  in  the  same  state;  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
from  sundry  iiiliabilants  of  Nevvlovvn,  Connecticut;  by  Mr. 
Hall,  from  1,722  freemen  of  the  county  of  VVindlium,  Vermont; 
4*y  Mr.  Slade,  from  sundry  citizens  of  the  3d  congressional  dis- 
■trictof  the  state  of  Vermont;  by  Mr.  Heman  .^en,  from  the 
j'oung  men  of  the  city  of  Burhnglon,  Verinont;  by  Mr.  Dickson, 
from  inhabitants  of  Ontario  county,  New  Ycnk;  by  Mr.  Fuller, 
^■rom  1,800  inhabitants  of  LivinKston  county,  New  York;  by  Mr. 
Selilen,  of  New  York,  from  6,000  inh;ibitanls  of  Oneida  county, 
in  that  state;  all  which  meniorials,  &c.  (vvi(h  the  exception  of 
the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Dickson,  of  New  York),  were  read, 
•referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  were  presented  by  Mr.  Os<^ood,  of  Mass.  from  3,072 
-citizens  of  Boston;  by  Mr.  Pearce,  (three  memorials)  from  sun- 
•dry  places  in  Rhode  Island;  by  Mr.  Clarke,  from  sundry  citizens 
«f  the  stale  of  New  York;  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  from  working  men, 
mechanics,  and  others,  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  by  Mr. 
Webster,  from  inhabitants  of  Onondago,  county,  New  York; 
which  were  severally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Gorkam,  of  Mass.  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry 
merchants  in  Boston,  praying  that  foreign  coins  may  be  made  a 
legal  tender;  which  was  read,  referred,  &.c. 

Mr.  Selden,  of  New  York,  moved  that  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  one  member  from  each  state,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report,  in  form  of  a  bill,  a  plan  for  a  safe  and  uniform  cur- 
rency, under  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  speaker  said,  that  could  only  be  done  by  permission  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  Seiden  asked  permission  of  the  house;  but  objections  be- 
ing made,  he  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules — there  being  no 
quorum,  however,  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  stands  over  tiil  Monday 
«iext — and  the  house  adjourned. 

l^uesday.  May  6.  Mr.  Stewart  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the 
in)provement  of  steamboat  navigation. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Lou.  moved  three  resolutions,  the  first  in- 
quiring into  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  the  state 
of  Louisiana;  the  second  for  making  an  appropriation  in  lands 
or  money  for  constructing  levees  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississip- 
pi and  Red  rivers;  and  the  third  for  appropriating  money  or  land 
to  remove  the  raft  in  the  river  Aichafalaya;  which  resolutions 
were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seaborn  Jones  obtained  leave  and  made  a  report  in  the 
<;ase  of  the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Letcher  and  Mr. 
Moore,  of  Kentucky,  which  he  moved  to  have  read,  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  report  is  of  a  voluminous  character,  detailing  at  length 
the  proceedings  taken  by  the  committee  to  investigate  the  votes 
received,  and  concludes  by  stating,  that  it  appeared  to  them, 
that  the  number  of  legal  votes  stood — 

For  Mr,  Moore  3,099 

For  Mr.  Letcher  3,055 

Leaving  a  majority  for  Mr.  Moore  of  44 

Whereupon,  they  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  Moore  be  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat  as  representative  for  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Resolved,  That  R.  P.  Letcher,  in  consideration  of  the  expen- 
ses to  which  he  has  been  subjected,  is  entitled  to  receive  remu- 
neration, at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  diem,  and  a  similar 
sum,  as  viaticum,  for  every  twenty  miles. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Banks  moved  that  the  evidence  taken  before  the  com- 
mittee be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Geo.  declined  accepting  the  motion  as  a  modi- 
fication, and  objected  to  the  printing  of  the  evidence,  on  the 
grounds  of  delay  and  expense.  What  use,  he  asked,  were  the 
labors  of  the  committee,  if  the  votes  were  to  be  again  canvass- 
ed by  the  house. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  thought  the  evidence  should  be 
jpriiited;  that  the  papers  were  extremely  illegibly  written.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  house  should  examine  this  testimony 
for  itself,  and  asked,  how  it  was  possible  to  do  so  in  manuscript 
taken  down  in  such  illegible  character?;.''  The  necessity  of  such 
printing  and  examination  would  be  manifest  to  the  house,  when 
ii  was  known  that  many  of  the  votes  had  been  excluded,  not 
Mil  question*  of  law,  but  on  contested  statements  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  Harrfin  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
construction  of  ike  committee.  He  did  not  impute  improper  de- 
signs in  such  construction,  but  thought  it  an  unfortunate  one; 
and,  on  that  account,  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  had  the  duty  of  a  judge  to  perform,  and  he 
would  not  consent  to  undertake  it,  if  tiie  evidence  on  wliich 
his  judgment  was  to  be  formed  was  withheld  from  his  inspec- 
tion. The  house  had  ordered  the  committee  to  report  the  evi- 
dence to  the  house,  and  they  had  not  done  so;  nor  did  they  offer 
any  excuse  for  not  doing  it. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  with  warmth  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hardin, 
and  a  long  and  angry  debate  ensued,  abounding  in  personalities 
of  a  painful  nature  between  tlie-in.  Messrs.  Wilde  and  Vander- 
j)ogZ  also  participated  in  the  debate,  which  orciipicd  the  house 
till  near  5  o'clock,  ft  was  finally  decided,  that  the  report,  all 
the  testimony,  toselher  with  lists  of  the  names  of  the  disputed 
s/oters,  &c.  slwuld  be  printed.    The  liouse  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  7.  Mr.  Gamble  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  as  required 
by  the  rules: 

R'esolved^  That  the  secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  communi- 
cate to  this  house  the  whole  tmmber  of  cadets  that  have  been 
adntitted  to  the  militaty  academy  at  West  Point  since  its  first 
organization  to  ii)e  present  time;  how  many  are  lliere  at  pre- 
sent; the  niimher  that  have  graduated;  how  many  have  been 
commissioned,  and  are  now  in  commission,  in  the  army,  and 
the  number  that  is  necessary  to  be  ke|)l  there  to  supply  tiie  va- 
cancies that  ordinarily  occur  in  the  army;  also,  the  number  of 
supernumerary  cadets  will)  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  who  are  in 
the  pay  of  the  government,  and  not  in  command. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  extenil  the  time  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  convention  with  France,  being  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  McKay  wished  to  have  some  information  on  the  subject 
from  the  chairman  of  the  cotninittee  for  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Archer  replied,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  comrnisi-ion,  and  contended  for  the 
necessity  of  contiiming  tiie  commission  in  order  that  they  might 
prepare  and  adjudicate  correct  .statements  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  McKay  considered  the  refusal  of  the  chamber  of  deputies 
to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty,  to  be 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  that  they  would  not  execute  any 
part  of  the  treaty,  and  therefore  thought  a  [)ostponemeiit  of  the 
bill  necessary,  tiiat  tinie  might  be  allowed  to  ascertain  to  what 
this  refusal  might  lead;  for  if  it  turned  out  that  there  would  not 
be  any  prospect  of  the  treaty  being  fulfilled  by  the  government 
of  France,  there  could  not  be  any  propriety  at  all  in  continuing 
the  commission  beyond  its  present  legal  term. 

Mr.  Surges  considered  an  extension  of  the  time  necessary, 
the  rejection  by  the  chambers  of  the  appropriation  was  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  too  large.  The  commissioners,  he  liad  no 
doubt,  would  ascertain  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  more  than 
four  times  the  stipulated  amount. 

Messrs.  Barringer,  Wilde,  Reed,  Williams  and  Wayne  ex- 
pressed their  views. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ^dams  did  not  consider  the  act  of  the  French 
chamber  as  a  refusal  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  incum- 
bent upon  their  nation,  by  a  treaty  solemnly  ratified.  It  wa3 
only  a  refusal  for  a  time,  to  make  the  appropriation.  He  coin- 
cided in  the  opinion,  that,  instead  of  suspending  on  our  part, 
we  were  the  niore  bound  to  go  on  with  the  commission,  and 
ascertain  the  amount  of  claims  which  our  citizens  had  to  pre- 
fer. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  thirty-five  amendments  reported  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  were  concurred  in  without  debate. 
TJie  proviso  allowing  to  the  commercial  agent  at  Algiers  the 
same  salary  as  is  now  paid  to  the  consuls  on  the  Barbary  coast, 
was  resisted  and  finally  rejected. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  having  been 
gone  through  with, 

Mr.  Vance  again  moved  the  list  of  items  for  the  retrenchment 
of  salaries  and  pay  of  members  of  congress;  but  before  any  pro- 
gress was  made  therein,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  8.     After  the  usual  morning  business, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  retrenchment  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Vance — 

Mr.  Vance  supported  liis  amendment  in  a  speech  of  consider- 
able length. 

He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Wardwell,  of  N.  York,  Leavitt, 
of  Ohio,  Miller,  of  Pa.  and  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  who  op- 
posed his  amendment,  and  defended  the  course  of  the  adminis- 
tration. 

The  latter  gentleman  warmly  eulogised  the  president  as  hav- 
ing fulfilled  his  pledges  to  the  south  in  putting  down  interna) 
improvements,  the  tariff,  and  tiie  bank  of  the  United  Sates. 

Mr.  Chilton  replied  to  Mr.  Bynum,  and  referred  to  pledges 
given  in  the  west  by  the  president,  in  favorofinternaHniprove- 
menls  and  the  tariff. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Vance,  Bates", 
Ewing  and  Lincoln,  and  without  corning  to  a  decision  upon 
Mr.  P'ajice's  amendment,  after  <Arec  times  refusing  to  sustain 
calls  for  the  previous  question!  the  house  adjourned. 
— »►♦©  @  a«ii. 

GREAT  .ERONAUTIC  EXPEDITION. 

The  circtimsiances  attending  the  second  splendid  balloon  as- 
cension of  Mr.  Mills,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  (May  1),  render 
it  one  of  the  most  lengthened  and  interesting  J9ronautic  expe- 
ditions ever  made.  We  mentioned  in  yesterday's  paper  the 
particulars  of  his  departure  from  Fairmount,  and  the  apparent 
course  he  had  taken;  and  are  now  enabled  to  supply  some  very 
interesting  details  ofliis  long  and  rapid  flight  through  the  upper 
regions.  His  first  course,  after  ascending,  was  abnnt  south 
east,  but  in  a  shnit  time  a  counter  current  of  air  wafted  him  in 
an  opposite  or  westerly  direction,  immcdialt  ly  over  the  city. 
His  flight  westward  was  only  as  far  as  a  point  above  the  long 
liridge  over  the  Patnpsco,  when  he  encountered  an  adverse 
current  whicli  carried  hint  back  again  in  an  easterly  course. 

During  all  tliis  time  Mr.  Mills  continued  to  rise,  by  occasion- 
ally throwing  out  ballast.  His  compass  now  proved  of  no  ser- 
vice to  him,  from  the  constant  rotary  motion  which  the  balloon 
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assumed,  first  swinging  round  in  one  direction,  and  then  re- 
volving in  a  contrary  one.  The  course  of  the  balloon  was 
fca»>:lwaidly.  At  forty  minutes  aRer  five,  Mr.  M.  encountered  a 
violent  snow  storm,  vvilli  the  thermometer  down  to  34.  Be- 
sides being  obliged  to  endure  its  pelliaga,  he  was  subjected  to  a 
thorough  drenching  from  the  melted  snow,  which  thawed  as  it 
jfeli  on  the  balloon,  and  ran  down  from  its  neck  into  the  car  im- 
tnediatr.iy  under  it.  At  the  same  time,  also,  a  body  of  clouds 
passed  beneath  him,  and  he  lost  si^ht  of  the  earth  altogether. 
The  storm,  however,  soon  passed  off,  and  except  the  drencii- 
ing,  left  him  unharmed. 

At  six  o'clock  he  had  attained  his  greatest  elevation,  which, 
according  to  his  estimate  and  the  indications  of  tlie  barometer, 
was  upwards  of  ^u;o  miles!  The  thermometer  .vas  now  down 
10  33  de^.  or  only  one  degree  above  freezing  point.  Mr.  M.  all 
the  while  was  going  eastwardly,  passing  over  the  light  houses 
at  North  Point,  and  across  the  expanse  of  the  Chesapeake  bay 
towards  Kent  county,  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  had  now  had 
recourse  to  his  valves,  and  was  gradually  descending.  After 
having  passed  into  Kent  county  about  half  a  mile,  he  made  pre- 
parations to  land,  and  had  descended  witliin  about  five  hundred 
feet  of  the  earth,  when  the  balloon  was  taken  by  a  sudden  and 
violent  gust  or  current  of  wind  from  the  east.  This  was  at  35 
minutes  after  six.  In  an  instant  after  the  wind  struck  the  bal- 
loon, it  was  driven  with  the  swiftness  of  an  arrow,  and  in  the 
short  space  of  seventeen  minutes,  he  was  carried  back  to  Noiih 
Point,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles  across  the  Chesapeake  bay! 

Now,  as  heretofore,  Mr.  M.  preserved  an  undaunted  coolness 
and  self-possession,  and  as  he  was  careering  across  the  waters 
with  the  fleelness  of  the  wind  itself,  he  discharged  gas  enough 
to  bring  him  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  surface.  As  the 
anahors  struck  the  water  they  rebounded  with  a  force  that  gave 
him  a  pretty  distinct  notion  of  the  rate  at  which  he  was  travel- 
ling. As  soon  as  he  came  over  the  land  at  North  Point,  the 
wind  greatly  abated,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  sev(;n  he  effect- 
ed a  safe  landing  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Lyde  Goodwin,  from  whom 
and  his  family  he  received  every  assistance  in  securing  his  bal- 
loon and  apparatus  in  perfect  order. 

Thus  terminated  this  most  extraordinary  aerial  voyage,  pro- 
secuted for  three  hours,  to  the  distance  of  about  fifty  miles,  and 
for  the  greater  part  at  an  elevation  of  one  to  two  and  a  quarter 
miles.  After  this  feat,  Mr.  Mills,  who,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  is  a  young  mechanic  of  Baltimore,  self  taught,  and  de- 
pendent alone  on  his  own  unaided  efforts,  may  fairly  take  rank 
with  the  most  successful  jeronauts  of  liie  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  observations  made  by  Mr. 
Mills  on  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  at  various  periods 
during  his  voyage.  He  left  Fairmount  at  ten  minutes  before 
four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Uimors  American, 

COMPLIMENT  TO  JUDGE  PORTER. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  friends  and  countrymen  of  the  hon.  Alex- 
ander Porter,  of  the  United  States  senate,  held  on  the  25th  inst. 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  at  the  Indian  Clueen  hotel.  South 
Fourth  street,  James  Gowen.  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Dr.  McHenry  appointed  secretary.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee which  had  addressed  to  Mr.  Port(!r  an  invitation  to  a  pub- 
lic dinner,  wag  then  received,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  reply  of  the  lion.  Alexander  Porter  to  the 
committee,  has  the  entire  approbation  of  this  meeting,  and  that, 
together  with  the  letter  of  invitation,  it  be  published  in  such  of 
our  daily  papers  as  are  friendly  to  the  sentiments  it  contains. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  hon. 
Alexander  Porter,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  him  our  re- 
gret that  the  state  of  his  health  should  be  such  as  to  oblige  him 
to  decline  the  invitation,  and  also  to  convey  to  him  our  sincere 
wish  for  its  speedy  restoration,  and  our  hope,  that  when  the 
adjournment  of  congress  shall  release  him  from  his  public  du- 
ties, he  will  revisit  our  city,  and  afford  us  another  opportunity 
of  manifesting  to  him  those  feelinss  of  reg.ird,  which  shall  be  as 
abiding  as  the  recollection  of  the  virtues  of  his  patriotic  father, 
or  the  appreciation  of  his  own  m(!rits. 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the 
conimiltee,  viz: 

James  Gowen,  James  McHenry, 

William  Ferris,  Samuel  Black. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JAMES  GOWEN,  chairman. 

Jambs  McHenry,  secretary. 


The  Icllovving  is  the  letter  of  invitatioei: 

Fkiladelphia,  April  23,  1834. 
Hon.  Jllexander  Porter: 

Dear  sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  residents  of  Philadelphia, 
your  countryiBcn  by  birth,  and  your  fellow  (Mtizeiis  by  adoption, 
impelled  by  a  variety  of  motives,  ail  tending  to  impress  upon 
us  the  highest  regard  for  your  character,  seize  on  the  occasion 
of  your  sojourn  amongst  us,  to  make  some  manifestation  of  our 
feelings  towards  you.  Among  tliese  niotives  we  would  parti- 
cularly advert  to  one,  peculiarly  impressive,  namely,  the  deep 
veneration  we  entertain  for  the  memory  of  your  illustrious  fa- 
ther, who  so  zealously  and  fearlessly,  in  times  of  unexampled 
trial  and  peril,  devoted  his  splendid  talents  and  unwearied  en- 
ergies to  the  cause  of  our  beloved  country — the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty;  to  which  having  fallen  a  willing  martyr, 
he  now  occupies,  and  shall  forever  occupy,  a  place  in  the  affec- 
tions of  his  countrymen,  with  the  imperishable  names  of  Orr, 
Tone  and  Fitzgerald,  and  the  ever  to  be  lamented  Robert  Em- 
met. 

In  addition  to  the  feelings  inspired  by  these  peculiar  and  af- 
fecting circumstances,  we  are  led  by  a  just  sense  of  those  mer- 
its which  induced  the  patriotic  state  of  Louisiana  to  place  you 
as  a  member  in  the  noblest  institution  ever  established  by  free- 
men for  the  protection  of  law  and  liberty — the  senate  of  the  U. 
Stales — and  of  the  ability  and  propriety  of  your  course  in  that 
body,  to  invite  you  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  to  be  given  on 
whatever  day  may  best  suit  your  convenience,  and  which  it 
may  please  you  to  designate. 
We  are,  respectfully,  your  friends  and  countrymen, 

James  Gowen,  John  Maitland, 

Alexander  Cook,  Charles  Johnson, 

William  Ferris,  .        James  McHenry. 

John  Waters, 

the  reply. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  inviting  me  to  a  public  dinner,  to  be  given  in  Una 
city  at  such  time  as  may  best  suit  my  convenience. 

I  receive,  gentlemen,  with  deep  sensibility,  this  mark  of  your 
regard,  enhanced  as  it  is  by  the  terms  in  which  you  have  thought 
p^roper  to  convey  it.  It  is  dear  to  me  as  coming  from  men  who, 
like  myself,  claim  Ireland  as  their  birth  place,  and  doubly  dear 
to  me  because  it  shows  that  neither  time  or  change  of  country 
can  erase  from  their  warm  and  affectionate  hearts  the  remem- 
brance of  those  who  perished  in  an  ineffectual,  but  noble  strug- 
gle, to  obtain  for  them,  in  the  land  of  their  birth,  that  freedom 
which  the  generous  institutions  of  this  country  have  bestowed 
on  them  here.  The  touching  allusion  you  have  made  to  my 
father,  fills  me  with  emotions  which  you  can  easily  understand, 
but  which  I  should  in  vain  attempt  to  pourtray.  The  best  re- 
turn I  can  make  you,  for  the  tribute  you  pay  to  his  memory,  is 
to  assure  you,  that  as  in  all  past  times  his  example  has  animat- 
ed me,  so  I  shall  to  the  end,  I  trust,  keep  the  recollection  of  his 
virtues  steadily  in  view,  and  endeavor  to  emulate  them. 

But  lam  still  prouder,  fellow  citizens,  of  your  approbation, 
when  I  see,  that  while  true  to  the  ties  which  bind  virtuous  men 
to  the  land  of  their  birth,  you  are  alive  to  the  paramount  duties 
you  owe  to  the  country  which  has  adopted  you.  You  have 
thought  proper  to  allude  in  terms  of  approbation  to  the  course 
I  have  pursued  in  that  august  body  in  which  the  confiding  kind- 
ness of  the  patriotic  people  of  Louisiana  has  placed  me.  I 
claim,  however,  no  other  merit  than  to  have  faithfully  pursued 
there  the  course  of  conduct  which  my  judgment  dictated  in  the 
present  alarming  and  unprecedented  posture  of  our  public  af- 
fairs. Embarked,  as  I  believe  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
now  is,  in  a  severe,  but  as  I  trust  in  God  the  event  will  prove, 
not  an  unsuccessful  contest  against  the  encroachments  of  exe- 
cutive power,  I  should  be  false  to  every  principle  which  has 
hitherto  guided  me  in  life,  if  I  were  not  found  in  this  battle 
ranged  on  the  side  of  the  constitution  and  the  law.  And  your 
approbation,  fellow  citizens,  though  it  gratifies,  does  net  sur- 
prise me.  In  every  period  of  American  history.  Irishmen  have 
been  found  the  strenuous  supporters  of  liberal  principles;  and 
though  in  the  eagerness  with  which,  impelled  by  an  ardent  tem- 
perament, they  have  pursued  their  object,  they  may  have  some- 
times mistaken  the  best  means  to  attain  it,  and  have  given  to 
the  heart,  what  the  head  could  not  always  approve,  no  such 
imputation  can  rest  on  them  now,  when  they  are  seen  ready  to 
sacrifice  their  former  attachments,  to  the  call  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  their  country  makes  on  their  patriotism. 

It  would  indeed,  fellow  citizens,  have  been  a  source  of  much 
more  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  been  enabled  to  approve  the 
measures  of  the  present  administration  of  the  general  tiovcrn- 
ment,  tharr  to  find  myself  compelled  to  oppose  them.  The  va- 
rious matters,  however,  on  which  my  judgment  has  concluded 
its  course  to  be  erroneous,  dwindle  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance, to  the  objections  I  entertained  to  the  powers  claimed  by 
the  president,  for  the  executive  department  of  the  government, 
in  a  late  paper  bearins:  his  signature,  and  called  by  him  a  protest. 
By  that  document  we  learir,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  claims  the  right  to  hold  under  his  control  the  public  mo- 
ney, contrary  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  American  people, 
or  of  their  representatives  in  the  two  houses  of  conttresa.  It  is 
true  this  power  is  not  asserted  by  him  in  these  words,  but  what 
he  does  assert  is  identical  with  this  proposition,  and  cannot  be 
separated  from  it.  For  having  now  obtained  the  public  mo- 
neys, by  removing  the  deposited  from  the  United  Stales  bank. 
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he  says  Uiey  can  only  be  taken  from  him  by  a  new  law,  which 
fliiall  regulate  their  dispofiition  for  ttie  future.  To  the  enact- 
ment ofsucli  a  law  hid  own  sanction  is  necessary,  if  it  be  pass- 
ed by  a  majority,  and  not  by  two-iliirds  of  the  sonatf!  and  of  the 
house  o(  representatives.  And  if  lie  i.s  (iissaii>tHd  with  its  pro- 
visions, or  unwilling  to  relax  his  ^lasp,  he  can  and  will  vcLo  it. 
So  it  is  plain  that  he  does  virtually  niaJMSain  tin  exi^tl;nce  ol  a 
rishl  in  himself  to  hold  the  purse  of  the  republic,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  both  houses  of  (rongress. 

This  cannot  br;  in  my  judj;nient  the  iru<!  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  rilates.  The  illustrious  men  who  framed 
that  instrument,  knew  too  W(!ll  by  the  exijcrienee  of  the  [»ast, 
that  the  future  would  be  most  wretchedly  provided  for,  if  .<nch 
a  power  was  vested  in  any  (me  man.  'I'hi!  fatal  error  into  wliieh 
the  president  has  been  led,  is  to  consider  himself  the  depository 
and  guardian  of  the  public  money,  u/Uii  a  law  he  jtasficd  to  de- 
prive him  of  it;  while  it  is  clear  on  the  contrary,  that  until  a  law 
is  enacted  giving  him  such  power,  he  cannot  constitutionally  ex- 
ercise any  control  over  the  people's  money.  1  regard,  therefore, 
the  doctrine  lately  put  forward  by  him,  as  unsound  in  principle, 
and  leading  to  consequences  which  no  patriot  can  contemplate 
without  dismay.  In  conjunction  with  the  enlightened  states- 
men now  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  I  shall,  you  may  be 
assured,  fellow  citizens,  be  found  firmly  resisting  by  all  consti- 
tutional means  such  an  extraordinary  assumption  of  authority. 
The  necessity  for  a  vigoious  resistance  to  it,  is  not  diminished  by 
C(mceding,  that  the  chief  magistrate  has  not  the  evil  intention 
of  destroying  the  liberties  of  his  country.  On  the  contrary,  the 
more  virtuous  the  man  who,  through  the  influence  of  false  coun- 
cils and  violent  passions,  sfts  a  bad  example,  the  more  danger- 
ous the  precedent  becomes  for  posterity. 

The  state  of  my  health,  which  is  the  cause  of  my  present  visit 
to  your  city,  forbids  me  to  accept  the  invitation  you  have  been 
so  kind  as  to  convey  to  me.  I  pray  you  to  express  to  those 
whom  you  represent,  the  regret  I  feel  at  my  inability  to  meet 
them;  and  accept  my  thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which 
you  have  conveyed  their  wishes. 

I  remain  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  PORTER. 
To  Messrs.  James  Gowen,  John  Mailland,  Jllex.  Cool;,   Charles 

Johnson,  Wm.  Ferris,  James  Mcflenry,  John  Waters,  i^'c. 

—•>.►♦©  ®  9«««'- 

ELECTIONEERING 

OH.   THINGS   TO    HE   LAUGHED    AT. 

The  following  with  all  its  italics,  CAPITALS  atid 
notes  of  admiration! ! !  is  copied  from  a  late  number  of 
that  solemn,  "Minerva-bird "-like  paper,  the  "Rich- 
mond Enquirer." 

^^  Glorious!  Glorious!!  Thrice  Glorious!!!  GREAT  WA- 
TERLOO VICTORY  IN  HALIFAX.  I  told  you  so.  And  I 
am  certain  that  I  shall  never  die  contented,  unless  I  commu- 
nicate to  you  what  a  victory  the  Jackson  and  anti-bank  de- 
mocracy have  achieved  for  their  country.  Sneed  and  Carring- 
ton  are  elected  by  a  large  majority  over  Bruce  ami  Sims,  the 
coalition  candidates."  "Such  a  victory  is  worth  talking  of:  it 
should  be  published  in  all  the  journals  of  Washinoton,  that 
Halifax,  the  largest  county  in  the  state,  in  population,  and,  in 
extent  of  territory,  equal  to  senator  Tyler's  whole  empire — that 
Halifax  noted  for  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  her  tobacco — 
that  Halifax  which  is  proverbial  from  Baffin's  bay  to  Cape  Horn, 
and  all  along  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  has  come  out  trium- 
phant for  the  good  cause." 

Now  this  atvfid  county,  at  the  last  census,  contained 
28,034  inhabitants,  of  whom  14,307  were  persons  of  co- 
lor— 'nearly  14,000  being  slaves.  Deduct  these,  and  the 
people  of  this  vast  county,  (13,727),  do  not  equal  those  of 
some  of  the  tvavds  of  our  cities! 

FRENCH  CLAIMS. 
The  report  made  to  the  French  chamber  of  deputies  in  March 
last,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  convention  of 
July,  1831,  between  the  two  nations,  has  been  tran.^lated  by  or- 
der of  the  state  department,  and  is  published  in  the  Washington 
Globe.  The  report  concludes  with  a  bill  for  carrying  the  con- 
vention into  effect. 

The  French  report  gives  a  long  historical  account  of  the  ori- 
pin  ofthese  claims, and  the  various  conflicting  decrees  and  orders 
in  council, — British  and  French, — by  which  the  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  States  wpre  invaded  by  both  belligerents,  and 
under  color  of  which  so  vast  an  amount  of  American  property 
was  seized  and  confiscated.  These  incidents  are  successively 
sketched  from  the  convention  of  1800,  through  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana  in  1803;  the  British  orders  in  council  of  1804-5-6;  the 
Berlin,  Milan  and  Rambouillet  Decrees  of  Napoleon;  the  embar- 
go and  non-intercourse  acts  of  America,  to  the  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees  in  1811,  and  the  war  of  1812.  In  all  these  I 
harsh  and  retaliatory  measures,  the  abstract  injustice  of  the 
system  of  commercial  warfare  is  frankly  admitted,  and  quoting 
the  language  of  Napoleon,  it  is  classed  with  "the  barbarism  of 
the  early  ages." 

To  this  follows  a  history  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two 
nations  for  adjusting  the  controversy,  beginning  with  that  con- 
ducted by  Joel  Barlow  in  1812,  down  to  the  final  convention  of 
1831,  concluded  by  Mr.  Rives. 
The  first  official  French  document  recognizing  the  right  of 


Vicenza  (Caulaincourt,)  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  1814,  Juul 
before  the  fall  of  Napoleon.  The  report  deserves  notice  as  con- 
tJiining  very  nearly  the  admi.ssions  which  were  made  the  basis  of 
the  late  arrangement.  The  claim  to  indemnity  for  seizures  made 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  wa.s  njcicted,  and  the  claims 
of  the  sulferers  limited  to  seizures  made  after  the  revocation  of 
those  deerees  in  1810;  seizures  uiaMe  when  the  vessels  captured 
had  no  knowledge  of  llie  decrees,  of  vessels  destroyed  at  m-n  by 
state  vessels;  and  the  seizures  made  at  Si,  Sebastians.  The 
amomit  of  indemnifications  wa.^  put  at  18,000,000  of  francs. 

iMr.  Barlow's  first  note  in  1812,  exhibited  the  amount  at  70,- 
000,000  of  francs.  The  president's  message  in  that  year,  gave 
a  li;-t  of  558,  captured  vessels;  and  Mr.  Rives,  in  1831,  submit- 
ted a  list  o(  485,  which  he  stated  to  be  incomplete,  the  value  of 
which  he  estimated  at  $14,000,000  about  the  same  amount  as 
that  claimed  by  Mr.  Barlow  in  1812. 

The  favorable  reception  of  the  American  claims  by  Napoleon 
is  explained  by  the  report,  by  his  desire  to  do  an  act  of  justice, 
and  at  the  same  time  '■^encourage  them  in  their  efforts"  in  the 
war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  fall  ol  Napoleon  and  the  establishment  of  the  government 
of  the  Bourbons,  changed  the  face  of  affairs.  Louis  and  Charles 
set  up  counter  pretensions,  which  showed  their  determination 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  any  portion  of  the  claims,  if  possible. 
Their  first  claim  was  one  of  indenuiification  for  a  breach  of  trea- 
ty of  1803 — by  which  French  vessels  were  to  be  admitted  into 
the  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  most  favor- 
ed nation;  but  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent  the  English  had  received 
greater  favors.  The  second  was  the  peremptory  plea,  that  the 
royal  government  was  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Napoleon.  It  would  comply  with  contracts  and 
pay  debts,  but  did  not  consider  itself  bound  to  make  reparation 
for  acts  of  spoliation. 

The  negotiation  nevertheless  continued  until  the  revolution 
of  July,  and  the  fall  of  Charles  X.  After  that  occurrence,  the 
report  proceeds  to  say,  the  government  thought  it  -^prudent  and 
proper,"  seriously  to  resume  its  negotiations  with  the  United 
Slates,  "which  had  been  raised  by  a  long  period  of  prosperity  to 
an  eminent  rank  among  toreigii  powers,  and  were  in  a  situation 
to  make  their  flag  respected.^'  Hence  the  commission  to  settle 
the  convention,  and  final  settlement  in  1831.  The  principle  of 
non-responsibility  for  the  acts  of  the  imperial  government  was 
immediately  laid  aside,  the  justice  of  the  general  claims  to  in- 
demnity, as  asserted  by  the  American  government,  subject  to 
discussion  and  exceptions  of  some  classes,  was  admitted  at  once, 
and  the  amount  and  details  of  indemnification  were  speedily 
settled.  The  exclusion  of  the  Dutch  cases,  and  other  classes  of 
prizes  reduced  the  sum  claimed  by  Mr.  Barlow,  and  after  reci- 
procal offers  and  discussions,  25,000,000  francs  were  agreed 
upon. 

The  rest  of  the  report  is  occupied  with  an  examination  of  the 
different  classes  of  prizes  and  their  amounts,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  sum  of  25.000,000  francs  is  not  rinore  than  ought  to  have 
been  granted.  The  report  concludes  with  a  bill  appropriating 
the  necessary  sum.  {Baltimore  Jimerican. 

— •»►»©  ®  ft«i" 

TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  U.  STATES  AND  FRANCE. 
Chamber  of  deputies,  i8th  March. 
The  chamber  took  into  consideration  the  project  of  law  re- 
lative to  the  treaty   between  France  and  the  United  Slates  of 
America. 

M.  Boissy  d'Anglas  spoke  against  the  project.  Gentlemen, 
he  said,  if  the  treaty,  the  ratifieahoii  of  which  you  are  called 
upon  to  sanction  by  a  vote  of  25,000,000  francs,  were  useful  to 
France — if  it  were  based  upon  a  principle  of  reciprocity,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  express  my  ap()robation  of  it;  but,  as  far 
as  I  can  see  at  present,  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure  has 
not  been  demonstrated.  The  United  States  have  confiscated 
our  vessels,  and  have  done  the  greatest  injury  to  our  commerce 
— circumstances  which  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to  in- 
duce us  to  grant  that  government  an  indemnity. 

General   Horace  Sebasliani  read  a  discourse  in  favor  of  the 
project.     He  said  that  it  was  he  who,  when  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  signed  the  treaty,  the  money  clauses  of  which  are 
now  submitted   to   the  examination  of  the  chamber.     He  re- 
minded the  chamber  that  even  the  imperial  government  had 
acknowledged  the  justice  of  these  claims — at  least  a  very  large 
portion  of  ihem.     M.  De  Caulaincourt,  when  minister,  valued 
them  at  15  to  20  millions.     But  at  that  time   the  emperor  was 
approaching  to  his  downfall,  and  he  has  left  this  obligation   to 
the  country  to  fulfil.     At  the  restoration,  when  all  the  other 
powers  were  wresting  from  us,  the  United  Stales  alone  refused 
the  iniervenlion  of  tlie   conquerors,  and  did   not  put  forward 
those  claims  until  the  year  181u.     The  then  ministers  declined 
to  enter  ir!to  any  arrangement,  on  the  ground  of  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  national   finances,  and  advised  an   adjournment  of 
the  demand  to  a  future  period.     Such  was  the  slate  of  the  ques- 
tion wlKMi  the  revolution  of  July  bioke  out.     This  great  event 
cemented  still   more    the  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.     The   United    States    agiiin    bi ought   forward   their 
claiins.     The  debt  involved  irreat  political    and  commercial  in- 
terests,and  the  king's   muiisters,  under  the  influence  of  such 
considerations,  did  not  hesitate  to  conclude  the  treaty  now  be- 
fore yon. 

M.  Bignon  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  French  government 

had  not,  in  this  transaction,  profited  as  much  as  it  might  have 

the  Americans  to  indemnification,  is  the  report  of  the  duke  of 'done  of  the  favorable  posiiioa  in  which  it  found  itself.    The 
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honorable  deputy  added}  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  an 
indemnity  should  not  be  given,  but  one  much  less  onerous  than 
that  now  proposed  might  have  been  agreed  upon.  The  hon. 
deputy  concluded  by  proposing  to  reduce  the  indemnity  to 
12,000,000. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  said,  that  the  government 
could  not  be  justly  blamed  for  any  delay  in  bringing  forward 
this  project,  which  had  been  already  presented  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding sessions,  and  its  not  having  been  discussed  and  voted 
was  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  business  before  the  cham- 
ber. 

M.  Gay  entered  into  a  refutation  of  the  objections  made  by 
M.  Bignon. 

M.  Anguis  voted  against  the  project,  and  said,  if  this  indem- 
nity to  the  American  government  was  granted,  there  would  be 
no  reason  to  refuse  others  of  a  similar  kind,  which  would,  no 
doubt,  be  brought  forward  by  other  countries. 

On  the  1st  April  the  discussion  was  resumed.  The  following 
are  extracts  from  some  of  the  speeclies — 

M.  A.  Delamartine,  after  some  general  reflections  upon  the 
imperial  diplomacy,  which,  he  said,  in  default  of  reasons  made 
use  of  gend'armes,  and  tore  the  pope  from  the  altar  of  St. 
Peter's,  and  the  Spanish  monarchs  from  their  royal  residence 
at  Madrid,  entered  upon  the  question  before  the  chamber,  and 
said  the  only  question  to  be  decided  was,  if  we  were,  or  not, 
debtors  of  the  United  States.  In  his  opinion,  the  debt  was 
established;  for  during  17  years  it  has  been  under  examination 
and  discussion,  and  the  only  man  whom  France  and  the  United 
Slates  could  choose  as  arbiter,  general  Lafayette,  has  declared 
that  he  most  conscientiously  believes  that  thirty  millions  of 
francs  at  least  are  due  to  the  Americans.  (Exclamations  of 
various  kinds.)  The  honorable  deputy  concluded  by  saying 
that  the  rejection  of  the  project  might  produce  a  hostile  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  and  lead  to  the  most  disas- 
trous results  for  our  commerce. 

M.  Dupont  made  some  observations  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tions of  public  right  involved  in  the  project  of  law,  which  he 
voted  against. 

M.  Duchatel  expressed  an  opinion  similar  to  that  already  put 
forward  by  some  of  the  preceding  speakers— that  the  advan- 
tages reaped  by  the  Americans  by  the  carrying  trade  during  the 
war  between  England  and  France  could,  under  no  point  of 
view,  be  considered  as  compensation  for  the  injury  done  to 
others  by  the  decrees  of  Milan  and  Berlin.  The  debt,  he  added, 
was  the  result  of  injustice— an  injustice  not  attempted  to  be 
denied— an  injustice  which  was  not  the  effect  of  war,  but  which 
was  committed  in  time  of  peace,  for  there  was  no  war  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ad- 
vantages said  to  be  gained  by  the  Americans  were  not  of  our 
creating,  but  were  the  results  of  the  good  fortune  or  favorable 
chance  which  crowned  enterprises  where  they  risked  all  to 
gain  something.  With  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana,  the  honorable  deputy  observed  that  our  rights  to 
that  territory  was  contested,  and  might  not  have  been  eventu- 
ally recognized.  It  was  therefore  not  any  thing  in  possession 
that  we  gave  up;  we  only  abandoned  a  doubtful  law  suit;  and 
what  did  we  obtain  in  exchange?— a  real  and  solid  advantage, 
in  a  considerable  diminution  of  duties  upon  our  wines,  which 
has  lead  to  an  immense  extension  of  our  commerce.  These 
diminutions  have  been,  according  to  the  various  qualities  of  the 
wines  from  42f.  to  30f.  from  21f.  to  141'.  and  from  14f  to  8f.  and 
^hese  lessened  duties  were  to  have  been  still  further  diminished 
one-half  at  the  end  of  March,  1834. 

[M.  Duchatel '  proceeded  further  to  shew  tlie  advantages 
which  France  derived  from  her  trade  with  the  United  States.] 
M.  Salverte  contended  that  the  arguments  drawn  from  the 
injury  that  might  ensue  to  our  commerce  from  the  rejection  of 
the  protest,  appeared  to  him  of  no  weight.  He  had,  he  said,  a 
belter  opinion  of  the  wisdoni  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  than  to  suppose  it  would  act  lightly  in  so  grave  a  matter, 
and  in  a  fit  of  puerile  anger,  lay  on  additional  duties  on  the  pro- 
ductions of  France — a  proceeding  which  must  sp(^edily  re-act 
upon  the  prosperity  of  America  herself.  Besides  added  the  hon. 
deputy,  the  time  is  passed  for  waging  war  by  means  of  custom 
hous«j  officers;  duties  are  no  longer  imposed  out  of  hatred  or  an- 
gier  to  foreign  countries,  but  only  wilh  a  view  of  encouraging 
the  productions  of  onr  own.  But  continued  the  hon.  deputy, 
what  is  to  hinder  the  Americans,  after  being  paid  our  25,000,000 
from  excluding,  by  increased  duties,  our  wines  and  silks,  ifiliey 
should  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so?  [  do  not  say  that  this  will 
be  the  case,  but  I  merely  mention  the  possibility  of  such  an  e- 
vent,  to  show  you  ihat  it  is  interest  that  will  always  regulate 
the  conduct  of  a  people  so  essentially  calculating  as  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  hon.  deputy,  after  having  reproached  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  with  having  designated  those  who  should  vote 
ugainst  the  project  as  the  cause  of  any  future  decline  of  our 
manufactures,  and  any  public  disorders  resulting  therefrom, 
concluded  by  voting  against  the  project.  [Cries  of '-question, 
question."] 

M.  Berryer  requested  to  be  allowed  to  put  a  question  fn  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  28  American  ships  which 
had  been  seized  in  some  of  the  Spanii-h  ports  and  confiscalcid. 
The  value  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  added  the  hon.  de- 
puty, vvai!,  according  to  the  ininisler's  statement,  8,000,000 
franco,  from  which  sum  it  figures  in  the  25,000,000  francs  of  in- 
demnity; so  that  we  thus  give  to  America  8,000,000  francs,  to  in- 
(Jemnify  her  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  confiscation  of  her 
ships  by  Spain.  The  hon.  deputy  proceeded  to  slate  that  in  the 


treaty  of  1819,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  all  claims 
relative  to  these  vessels  were  definitely  and  positively  declared 
to  be  given  up  by  America,  and  Spain  for  ever  discharged  from 
every  demand  relative  to  them. 

By  this  arrangement  (added  the  hon.  deputy),  America  trans- 
ferred the  claims  she  might  have  had  on  France,  for  these  prizes, 
to  Spain,  and  by  this  treaty  definitively  arranged  tiiem.  It  there- 
lore  appears  that  these  8,O00,00Gf.,  which  are  included  in  the 
present  indemnity,  are,  according  to  this  arrangement,  to  be  paid 
twice  over. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  said — The  answer  to  M.  Berry- 
er's  question  is  very  simple.  The  treaty  of  which  bespeaks  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  relative  to  the  ships  seized  in 
the  Spanish  ports  of  St.  Sebastian,  Bilboa,  and  Passage.  The 
history  of  these  seizures  is  as  follows: — On  the  lOih  of  Febru- 
ary, 1810,  an  order  came  to  bring  these  ships  to  Bayonne  from 
the  Spanish  ports,  where  they  had  been  seized,  and  into  which 
they  had  been  inveigled  at  the  suggestion  of  the  French  general 
then  commanding  in  that  part  of  Spain.  These  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  were  sold  at  Bayonne,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  paid 
into  the  public  treasury.  The  object  of  the  treaty  of  1819  was 
to  liquidate  the  debts  due  by  Spain  to  the  United  Slates,  and  not 
those  due  by  France  to  America,  arising  out  of  facts  that  hap- 
pened in  Spain,  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  French  armies. 
Mr  Berryer  again  insisted  upon  his  view  of  the  subject. 
The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  replied — Not  one  of  the  ships 
for  which  an  indemnity  has  been  given  in  the  treaty  of  1831, 
now  before  the  chamber,  is  alluded  to  by  the  treaty  of  1810,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States.  That  treaty,  therefore,  has 
nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the  present  question. 

M.  Mauguin  began  by  expressing  a  similar  opinion  to  that  of 
M.  Berryer,  with  regard  to  the  vessels  seized  in  Spanish  ports, 
and  the  treaty  of  1819.  The  hon.  deputy,  in  alluding  to  what  had 
been  asserted  in  a  previous  part  of  the  debate,  by  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  that  the  government  of  the  restoration  was  on  the 
point  of  granting  an  indemnity  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  said  he  would  repeat  an  expression  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion,did  honor  to  a  man  now  in  misfortune.  The  hon.  deputy  sta- 
ted that  being  one  of  the  commission  charged  with  interrogating 
prince  Polignac,  when  confined  in  the  castle  of  Vincennes,  he 
had  heard  him  in  the  intervals  of  examination,  when  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  and  the  fallen  minister  were  engaged  in 
speaking  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  say  on  the  American  claims 
being  mentioned,  "Take  care,  I  have  studied  that  question,  and 
we  owe  nothing  to  the  United  States."  I  repeat,  he  uttered  this 
language  wilh  so  profound  a  feeling  of  nationality,  that  I  felt  it 
impossible  to  resist  its  impression.  I  shall  add,  said  the  hon. 
deputy,  that  in  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the 
east,  which  I  have  seen,  the  sentiments  recorded  there  by  prince 
Polignac,  were  frank,  noble,  and  altogether  worthy  of  a  French- 
man.    (Exclamations  from  the  centre.) 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  said  that  he  must  regret  that 
the  name  of  prince  Polignac  was  introduced  into  the  discussion. 
The  minister  added,  that  prince  Polignae  had  positively  admit- 
ted the  right  of  America  to  an  indemnity,  and  that  what  he 
said  to  M.  Mauguin  must  have  been  in  a  general  and  vague 
manner,  or  otherwise  would  be  contradiction  with  himself. 

After  a  few  observations  from  M.  Isambert,  which  were  lost 
amidst  cries  of  "question,"  the  chamber  proceeded  to  ballot  on 
art.  1,  relative  to  the  indemnity  of  25,000,000f.  The  result  was 
as  follows: 

Number  of  votes,  344.  For  the  article, 168;  against  it,  176—8 
majority  against  the  article.  (Prolonged  sensation  in  the  cham- 
ber.)    At  6  o'clock  the  chamber  rose. 

{J(^In  consequence  of  this  result  two  of  the  ministers,  the 
due  de  Broglie,  and  gen.  Sebastiani  resigned  their  places.  They 
had  much  exerted  themselves  to  obtain  a  different  vote.  A  ca- 
binet council  was  held  at  the  Tuileries  the  same  evening,  and 
the  ministers  all  present  except  the  two  who  had  sent  in  their 
resignations,  which,  it  is  said,  an  effort  would  be  made  to  in- 
duce them  to  recall;  but  at  tl»e  latest  moment  of  the  accounts 
from  Paris,  it  had  not  been  effectual. 

It  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  claims  caused  the  rejection 
of  the  bill — many  tnembers  having  made  up  their  minds  that 
twelve  millions  of  francs  was  an  ample  compensation  for  the 
real  amount  of  losses  sustained. 

— »►►©  @  »4«— 

PUBLIC  DIRECTORS— BANK  UNITED  STATES. 

THE    MESSAGE. 

Washington^ Uth  March,  1834. 
To  the  senate: 

I  renominate  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager  and  Joiin  T. 
Sullivan,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Baltimore, 
to  be  directors  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1834. 

I  disclaim  all  pretension,  of  right,  on  the  part  of  the  presi- 
dent, officially  to  inquire  into,  or  call  in  question,  the  reasons 
of  the  senate  for  rejecting  any  nomination  whatsoever.  As  tho 
president  is  not  responsible  to  thorn  for  tiio  reasons  which  in- 
duce him  to  make  a  nomination,  so  they  are  not  responsible  to 
him  for  the  reasons  which  induce  them  to  reject  it.  In  these 
resix'cts,  each  is  independent  of  the  other,  and  both  responsible 
to  their  respective  constituents.  Nevertheless,  the  attitude  iu 
which  certiin  vital  interests  of  the  country  are  [)laccd  by  the 
rejection  of  the  g(mtlemen  now  renominated,  require  of  me 
frankly  to  communicate  my  views  of  the  conse.iuenees  which 
must  necessarily  follow  this  act  of  the  senate,  if  it  be  not  re- 
considered. 
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The  characters  and  standing  of  these  gentlemen  are  well 
known  to  the  community,  and  eminently  qualify  them  for  the 
offices  to  which  I  propose  to  appoint  them.  Their  confirmation 
'  by  the  senate,  at  its  last  session,  to  the  same  offices,  is  proof 
that  such  was  the  opinion  of  them  entertained  by  the  senate  at 
that  time;  and  unless  something  has  occured  since  to  change  it, 
this  act  may  now  be  referred  to  as  evidence  that  their  talents 
and  pursuits  justify  their  selection. 

The  refusal,  however,  to  confirm  their  nominations  to  the 
same  offices  shows  that  there  is  somethirag  in  the  conduct  of 
these  gentlemen,  during  the  last  year,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  senate,  disqualifies  them,  and  as  no  charge  has  been  made 
against  them  as  men  or  citizens,  nothing  which  impeaches  the 
fair  private  character  they  possessed  when  the  senate  gave 
them  their  sanction  at  its  last  session;  and  as  it  moreover  ap- 
pears from  the  journal  of  the  senate,  recently  transmitted  for  my 
inspection,  that  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  inquire  into 
their  qualifications  or  character;  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the 
change  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate  has  arisen  from  the  official 
conduct  of  these  gentlemen.  The  only  circumstances  in  their 
official  conduct,  which  have  been  deemed  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  attract  public  attention,  are  the  two  reports  made  by 
them  to  the  executive  department  of  the  government;  the  one 
bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  April,  and  the  other  the  19th  day  of 
August  last;  both  of  which  reports  were  coninuinicated  to  the 
senate  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  his  reasons  for  re- 
moving the  deposites. 

The  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  these  reports  is  not,  I  pre- 
sume, questioned  by  any  one.  The  high  character  and  stand- 
ing of  the  citizens  by  whom  they  were  made  prevent  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  statements  have  not  been  de- 
nied by  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  the  other  directors.  On 
the  contrary,  they  have  insisted  that  they  were  authorised  to 
use  the  money  of  the  bank  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  two  re- 
ports, and  have  not  denied  that  tlie  charges  there  made  against 
the  corporation  are  substantially  true.  It  must  be  taken,  there- 
fore, as  admitted,  that  the  statements  of  the  public  directors,  in 
the  reports  above  mentioned,  are  correct:  and  they  disclose  the 
most  alarming  abuses,  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
most  strenuous  exertions,  on  their  part,  to  put  an  end  to  them. 
They  prove  that  enormous  sums  were  secretly  lavished,  in  a 
manner,  and  for  purposes,  that  cannot  be  justified,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  immense  capital  of  the  bank  has  been  virtually 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  single  individual,  to  be  used,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  to  corrupt  the  press,  and  to  control  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  government,  b}'  exercising  an  undue  influence 
over  elections. 

The  reports  were  made  in  obedience  to  my  official  directions; 
and  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  n)y  letters  calling  for  infor- 
mation of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank.  Were  they  bound  to 
disregard  the  call?  Was  it  their  duty  to  remain  silent,  while 
abuses  of  the  most  injurious  and  dangerous  character  were 
daily  practised.''  Were  they  bound  to  conceal  from  the  con- 
stituted authorities  a  course  of  measures  destructive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  and  intended  gradually  and  secretly  to 
subvert  the  foundations  of  our  government,  and  to  transfer  its 
powers  from  the  hands  of  the  people  to  a  great  moneyed  cor- 
poration? Was  it  their  duty  to  sit  in  silence  at  the  board,  and 
witness  all  these  abuses,  without  an  attempt  to  correct  them; 
or,  in  case  of  failure  there,  not  to  appeal  to  higher  authority? 
The  eighth  fundamental  rule  authorises  any  one  of  the  direc- 
tors, whether  elected  or  appointed,  who  may  have  been  absent 
when  an  access  of  debt  was  created,  or  who  may  have  dissent- 
ed from  the  act,  to  exonerate  himself  from  personal  responsibi- 
lity by  giving  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States;  thus  recognizing  the  propriety  of  communicating  to  that 
officer  the  proceedings  of  the  board  in  such  cases.  But,  inde- 
pendently of  any  argument  to  be  derived  from  the  principle  re- 
cognized in  the  risle  referred  to,  I  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  director  at  the  board  to 
attempt  to  correct  all  illegal  proceedings,  and,  in  case  of  failure, 
to  disclose  them;  and  that  every  one  of  them,  whether  elected 
by  the  stockholders  or  appointed  by  the  government,  who  had 
knowledge  of  the  facts  and  concealed  them,  would  be  justly 
amenable  to  the  severest  censure. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  public  directors  it  was  their  peculiar 
and  official  duty  to  make  the  disclosures:  and  the  call  upon 
them  for  information  could  not  have  been  disregarded  without 
a  flagrant  breach  of  their  trust.  The  directors  appointed  by 
the  United  States  cannot  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  ordi- 
nary directors  of  a  bank  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  and 
charged  with  the  care  of  their  pecuniary  interests  in  the  corpo- 
ration. They  have  higher  and  more  important  duties.  They 
are  public  officers.  They  are  placed  at  the  board  not  merely  to 
represent  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States,  but  to  observe 
the  conduct  of  the  corporation,  and  to  watch  over  the  public  in- 
terests. It  was  foreseen  that  this  great  moneyed  monopoly 
might  be  so  managed  as  to  endanger  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try: and  it  was  therefore  deemed  necessary,  as  a  measure  of 
precaution,  to  place  at  the  board  watchful  sentinels,  who  should 
observe  its  conduct,  and  stand  ready  to  report  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers of  the  government  every  act  of  the  board  which  might  af- 
fect injuriously  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  whole  frame  of  the  charter,  as  well  as  the  manner  of 
their  appointment,  proves  this  to  be  their  true  character.  The 
United  States  are  not  represented  at  the  board  by  these  directors 
merely  on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  government.    The 


right  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  directors,  and  the  number 
appointed,  do  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  stock;  for  if 
every  share  should  be  sold,  and  the  United  States  cease  to  be  a 
stockholder  altogether,  yet,  under  the  charter,  the  right  to  ap- 
point five  directors  would  still  remain.  In  such  a  case,  what- 
would  be  the  character  of  the  directors?  They  would  represent 
no  stock  and  be  chosen  by  no  stockholder.  Yet  they  would 
have  a  right  to  sit  at  the  board;  to  vote  on  all  qirestions  submit- 
ted to  it;  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with  aW  the  proceedings 
of  the  corporation.  They  would  not,  in  such  a  case,  be  ordinary 
directors  chosen  by  the  stockholders  in  proportion  to  theif 
stock.  But  they  would  be  public  officers  appointed  to  guarrf 
the  public  interests;  and  their  duties  must  conform  to  their 
office.  They  are  not  the  duties  of  an  ordinary  director  chosew 
by  a  stockholder;  but  they  are  the  peculiar  duties  of  a  poblic 
officer,  who  is  bound  on  all  occasions  to  protect,  to  the  utmost- 
of  his  lawful  means,  the  public  interests;  and  where  his  ow/ji 
authority  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  injury,  to  inform  those 
to  whom  the  laws  has  confided  the  necessary  power.  Such, 
then,  is  the  character,  and  such  are  the  duties,  of  the  directors 
appointed  by  the  United  States,  whether  the  public  be  stock- 
holders or  not.  They  are  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
the  mere  representatives  of  a  stockholder. 

The  mode  of  their  appointment,  and  their  tenure  to  office, 
confirm  this  position.  They  are  appointed,  like  other  officers 
of  the  government,  and  by  the  same  authority.  They  do  not 
hold  their  offices  irrevocably  a  year  after  their  appointment;  on 
the  contrary, by  the  express  terms  of  the  law,  they  are  liable  to 
be  removed  from  office  at  any  time  by  the  president,  when  in  his 
judgment  the  public  interest  shall  require  it.  In  every  respect, 
therefore,  in  which  the  subject  can  be  considered,  it  is  evident 
that  the  five  directors,  appointed  by  the  United  States  are  to  be 
regarded  as  public  officers;  who  are  placed  there  in  order  to  ob- 
serve the  conduct  of  the  corporation,  and  to  prevent  abuses 
which  might  otherwise  be  committed. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  directors  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  obviously  their  duty  to  resist,  and  in 
case  of  failure  to  report  to  the  president,  or  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  any  proceedings  of  the  board  by  which  the  public 
interest  may  be  injuriously  affected.  The  president  may  order 
a  scire  facias  against  the  bank,  for  a  violation  of  its  charter;  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  empowered  to  direct  the  money 
of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited  elsewhere,  when,  in  hia 
judgment,  the  public  interest  require  it  to  be  done.  The  direc- 
tors of  this  bank,  like  all  others,  are  accustomed  to  sit  with 
closed  doors,  and  do  not  report  their  proceedings  to  any  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  The  monthly  return,  which  the  char- 
ter requires  to  be  made  to  the  treasury  department,  gives  no- 
thing more  than  a  general  statement  of  its  pecuniary  condition; 
and  of  that  but  an  imperfect  one.  For,  although  it  shows  the 
amount  loaned  at  the  bank  and  its  different  branches,  it  does 
not  show  the  condition  of  its  debtors,  nor  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  loans  were  made.  It  does  not  show  whether 
they  are  in  truth  accommodations  granted  in  the  regular  and 
ordinary  course  of  business,  upon  fair  banking  principles,  or 
from  other  motives.  Under  the  name  of  loans,  advances  may 
be  made  to  persons  notoriously  insolvent,  for  the  most  cor- 
rupt and  improper  ptirposes;  and  a  course  of  proceeding  may 
be  adopted,  in  violation  of  its  charter,  while  upon  the  face  of  its 
monthly  statement,  every  thing  would  appear  to  be  fair  and 
correct. 

How,  then,  is  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  official  conduct  of  the  public  direc- 
tors, or  the  abuses  practised  by  the  corporation  for  its  private 
ends,  and  in  violation  of  its  duty  to  the  public?  The  power  of 
displacing  the  public  directors,  and  that  of  issuing  a  scire  facias, 
and  of  removing  the  depos>ites,  were  not  intended  to  be  idle  and 
nugatory  provisions,  without  the  means  of  enforcement.  Yet 
they  must  be  wholly  inoperative  and  useless,  unless  there  be 
some  means  by  which  the  official  conduct  of  the  public  direc- 
tors, and  the  abuses  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  corporation, 
may  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  executive  department 
of  the  government. 

AVill  it  be  said,  that  the  power  is  given  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  examine,  himself,  or  by  his  authorised  agent,  into 
the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  bank?  The  answer  is  obvious. 
It  could  not  have  been  expected  or  intended  that  he  woujd 
make  an  examination,  unless  information  was  first  given  to 
him  which  excited  his  suspicions;  and  if  he  did  make  such  a 
general  examination,  without  previous  information  of  miscon- 
duct, it  is  most  probable,  that  in  the  complex  concerns  and  ac- 
counts of  a  bank,  it  would  result  in  nothing,  whatever  abuses 
might  have  been  practised. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  duty  of  every  director  to  give  information  of 
such  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  board.  But  the  power  to  is- 
sue a  scire  facias,  and  to  remove  the  deposites,  presupposes 
that  the  directors  elected  by  the  stockholders  might  abuse  their 
power;  and  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  congress  intended  to 
rely  on  these  same  directors  to  give  information  of  their  own 
misconduct.  The  government  i«  not  accustomed  to  rely  on  the 
offending  party  to  disclose  his  oftence..  It  was  intended  that 
the  power  to  issue  a  scire  facias,  and  rcBJOve  the  deposites, 
should  be  real  and  effective.  The  necessary  means  of  informa- 
tion were  therefore  provided  in  the  charter;  and  five  officers  of 
the  government  appointed,  in  tlif-  usual  manner,  responsible  to 
the  public  and  not  to  the  stockholders,  were  placed  as  sentinels 
at  the  board,  and  are  bound,  by  the  nature  and  character  of 
their  office,  to  resist,  and;  if  unsuccessful,  to  report  to  the  pro- 
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per  authority  every  infraction  of  the  cliarter,  and  every  abuse  of 
power,  in  order  that  due  nrcasures  shouhl  be  taken  to  puiii.sh  or 
correct  it;  and,  in  like  naanner,  it  is  their  duty  to  give,  when 
called  upon,  any  explanation  of  their  own  official  conduct  touch- 
ing the  management  of  the  institution. 

It  was,  perliap.--,  scarcely  necessary  to  present  to  the  penate 
these  views  of  the  power  of  the  executive,  apd  of  the  duties  of 
the -five  directors  appointed  by  the  United  Slates.  But  the  bank 
is  believed  to  be  now  striving  to  obtain  for  itself  the  gfjverrunent 
of  the  country;  and  is  seeking,  by  new  and  strained  construc- 
tions, to  wrest  from  the  hands  of  tlic  constituted  authorities  the 
salutary  control  reserved  by  tlie  charter.  And,  as  inisrepresen 
tation  is  one  of  its  most  usual  weapons  of  attack,  I  liave  deem- 
ed it  my  duty  to  put  before  the  senate,  in  a  manner  nut  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  principles  on  which  I  havi^  acted. 

Entertaining, as  I  do,  a  solenin  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
principles,  I  must  adhere  to  them,  and  act  upon  them  with  con- 
stancy and  firnmess. 

Aware,  as  I  now  am,  of  the  dangerous  machinations  of  the 
bank,  it  is  more  than  ever  my  duty  tf)  be  vigilant  in  guarding  the 
rights  of  the  people  from  the  impending  danger.  And  f  should 
feel  that  I  ought  to  forfeit  the  confidence  with  which  my  coun- 
trymen have  honored  me,  if  J  did  not  require  regular  and  full 
reports  of  every  thing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  calculat- 
ed to  affect  injuriously  the  pul)lie  interests,  from  the  public  di- 
rectors. And,  if  tlie  directors  should  fail  to  give  the  iuforma 
tion  called  for,  it  would  be  my  imperious  duty  to  exercise  the 
power  conferred  on  me  by  the  lavv^  of  removing  them  from  of- 
fice, and  of  appointing  others  who  would  discharge  their  duties 
with  more  fidelity  to  the  public.  [  can  never  suffer  any  one  to 
hold  office  under  me  who  would  coiimve  at  corruption,  or  who 
should  fail  to  give  th«  alarm,  when  he  saw  l!ie  enemies  ofliber- 
ly  endeavoring  to  sap  the  foundations  of  our  free  nisiitntions', 
and  to  subject  the  free  pso()le  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  do 
minion  of  a  great  moneyed  cf)rporation. 

Any  directors  of  the  bank,  therefore,  who  misht  be  appointed 
by  the  government,  would  be  required  to  report  to  the  execu- 
tive as  I'ully  as  the  late  directors  have  done,  and  moie  frequent 
ly,  because  the  danger  is  more  imminent:  and  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  require  of  iliem  a  full  detail  of  evfuy  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  corporation,  or  any  of  its  officers,  in  order  that 
1  might  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  I  "should  exercise  the 
power  of  ordering  a  scire  facias,  which  is  reserved  to  the  presi- 
dent by  the  charter,  or  adopt  such  other  lawAil  measures  as  the 
interests  of  the  country  might  require.  It  is  too  obvious  to  be 
doubted  that  the  misconduct  of  the  corporation  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  light  by  the  aid  of  a  public  proceeding  at  the 
board  of  directors.  The  board,  when  called  on  by  the  govern- 
ment directors,  refused  to  institute  an  inquiry,  or  require  an  ac- 
count; and  the  mode  adopted  by  the  latter  was  the  only  one  by 
which  the  object  could  be  attained.  It  would  be  absurd  to  ad- 
mit the  right  of  the  government  directors  to  give  information, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  deny  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  It  would 
be  but  another  mode  of  enabling  the  bank  to  conceal  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  practice,  with  impunity,  its  corruptions.  In  the 
mode  of  obtaining  the  information,  therefore,  and  in  their  ef- 
forts to  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  disclosed,  as  well  as  in  report- 
ing them,  the  conduct  of  the  late  directors  was  judicious  and 
praiseworthy;  and  the  honesty,  firmness  and  intelligence  which 
ihey  have  displayed,  entitle  them,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country. 

But,  if  I  do  not  mistake  the  principles  on  which  the  senate 
have  recently  rejected  tiiem,  the  conduct  which  I  deem  worthy 
of  praise,  they  treat  a.s  a  breach  of  duty;  and,  in  their  judgment, 
the  measures  which  they  look  to  obtain  the  information,  and 
their  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  the  practices  disclosed,  and  the  re- 
ports they  have  made  to  the  executive,  although  true  in  all  their 
parts,  are  regarded  as  an  otTence,  and  supposed  to  require  some 
decisive  mark  of  strong  disapprobation. 

If  the  views  of  the  senate  be  sueh  as  I  have  supposed,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  sending  to  the  senate  any  other  names  than  those  of 
the  late  directors,  will  be  at  once  apparent.  I  cannot  consent 
to  place  before  the  senate  the  name  of  any  one  who  is  not  pre- 
pared, with  firmness  and  honesty,  to  dischari^e  the  duties  of  a 
public  director,  in  the  manner  they  were  fulfilled  by  those  whom 
the  senate  have  refused  to  confirm.  If,  for  performing  a  duty 
lawfully  required  of  them  by  the  executive,  they  are  to  be 
punished  by  the  subsequent  rejection  of  the  senate,  it  would 
not  only  be  useless,  but  cruel,  to  place  men  of  character  and 
honor  in  that  situation,  if  even  such  men  could  be  found  to  ac- 
cept it.  If  they  failed  to  give  the  required  iuformaiion,  or  to 
take  proper  measures  to  obtain  it,  they  would  be  removi'd  by 
the  executive.  If  they  gave  tiie  information,  and  took  proper 
measures  to  obtain  it.  tlu;j'  would,  upon  the  next  nomiuJition, 
be  rejected  by  the  senate.  It  would  be  unjust,  in  me,  to  place 
any  other  citizens  in  the  predicament  in  which  this  unlookcd 
for  decision  of  the  senate  has  placed  the  estimable  and  honora- 
l»le  men  who  wen;  directors  during  the  last  year. 

Iff  am  not  in  error  in  relation  to  the  priiuriples  upon  which 
these  gintlemen  have  been  rejected,  the  necessary  consequence 
will  be  that  the  bank  will  hereafter  be  without  government  di- 
rectors, and  the  pi^ople  of  the  United  Slntes  must  he  deprived  of 
their  chief  means  of  protection  against  its  abuses:  for  whatever 
conflicting  opinions  may  exist  as  to  the  right  of  the  directors, 
appointed  iu  Janiuiry,  183.*^,  to  hold  over  until  new  appf)int- 
ments  shall  be  made,  it  is  very  obvious  that,  whilst  their  rejec- 
tion by  the  senate  remains  in  force,  they  cannot,  with  proprie- 
ty, attempt  to  exercise  such  a  power.     In   the  ['resent  state  of 


things,  therefore,  the  corporation  will  be  enabled  effectually  to 
accomplish  the  object  it  has  been  so  long  endeavoring  to  obtain. 
Its  exchange  committees,  and  its  delegated  powers  to  its  presi- 
dent, may  hereafter  be  dispensed  with,  without  incurring  the 
danger  of  expo.-ing  its  proceedings  to  the  public  view.  The 
sentinels  which  the  law  had  placed  at  its  board  can  no  longer  ap- 
pear there. 

Justice  to  myself  and  to  the  faithful  officers  by  whom  the  pub- 
lic has  been  so  well  and  so  honorably  served,  without  compen- 
sation or  reward,  during  the  last  year,  has  required  of  me  this  full 
and  frank  exposiiion  of  my  motives  for  nominating  them  again, 
after  their  rejection  by  the  senate.  I  repeat,  that  1  do  not  ques- 
tion the  right  of  the  senate  to  confirm  or  reject  at  their  pleasure: 
and  if  there  had  been  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rejection 
iu  this  case  had  not  been  produced  by  the  causes  to  which  I 
have  attributed  it,  or  if  my  views  of  their  duties,  and  the  pre- 
sent importance  of  their  rigid  performance,  were  other  than  they 
are,  I  should  have  cheerfully  acquiesced,  and  attempted  to  find 
others  who  would  accept  the  unenviable  trust.  But  I  cannot 
consent  to  appoint  directors  of  the  bank  to  be  the  subservient 
instruments,  or  silent  spectators,  of  its  abuses  and  corruptions; 
nor  can  I  ask  honorable  men  to  undertake  the  thankless  duty, 
with  the  certain  prospect  of  being  rebuked  by  the  st-nate  for  its 
faithful  performance  in  pursuance  of  the  lawful  directions  of 
the  executive. 

I  repeat  that  I  do  not  claim  a  right  to  inquire  into,  or  official- 
ly to  censure,  the  acts  of  the  senate.  But  the  situation  in 
which  the  important  interests  of  the  American  people,  vested 
iu  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  affected  by  its  arrange- 
ments, must  necessarily  be  left  by  the  rejection  of  the  gentle- 
men now  renominated,  has  made  it  my  duty  to  give  Ibis  expla- 
nation to  the  senate,  Jind  submit  the  matter  to  their  reconsider- 
ation. If  it  shall  lie  determined  by  the  senate  that  all  channels 
of  information,  in  relation  to  the  corrupt  proceedings  of  this 
dangerous  corporation,  shalf  be  cut  off,  and  the  government 
and  country  left  exposed  to  its  unrestrained  maehinatifms 
against  the  purity  of  the  press,  and  public  liberty,  I  sliall,  after 
having  made  this  effort  to  avert  so  great  an  evil,  rest,  fi>r  the 
justification  of  my  official  course,  with  respectful  confidence, 
on  the  judgment  of  the  American  people. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  I  should  inform  the  senate  that 
there  is  now  no  government  director  appointed  for  the  present 
year:  Mr.  Bayard,  who  was  nominated  and  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  having  refused  to  accept  that  appointment. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE   OF  FINANCE    ON  THE  MESSAGE: 

In  senate,  May  1,  1834. 
Mr.  Tyler,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  president  of  the  11th  of  March,  re- 
nominating Hiuiry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sullivan 
and  Hugh  McElderry,  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  bestowed  upon  the  subject  the  reflect 
tion  which  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate  would  at  all  timea 
command.     The  president,  at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  sub- 
mitted the  nomination  to  the  senate,  of  five  persons,  as  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.    To  one  of  these  nominationg 
the  senate  assented;  and  the  person  nominated  was  appointed. 
In  regard  to  the  four  others,  beinz  the  snme  persons  now  re- 
nominated to  the  senate,  no  definitive  decision  was  made  until 
the  27th  day  of  February,  when  they  were  each  separately  re- 
jected by  ayes  and  noes.     The  subjects,  in  the  mean  time,  with 
which   these    nominations    were   in   some  degree  connected, 
had  undergone  a  full  and  elaborate  discussion  in  the  senate. 
The  decision,  therefore,  was  well  calculated  to  satisfy  the  pre- 
sident that  the  senate  entertained  decisive  objections  to  the 
confirmation  of  these  four  persons;  and  the  journals  of  which 
the  president  usually  sees  a  copy,  could  not  fail  to  show  that 
each  ami  every  one  of  them  was  rejected  by  a  clear  majority 
of  the  whole  senate.     The  precise  character  of  the  objections 
taken  by  each  and  every  member  of  the  majority,  or  even  the 
general  character  of  such  objections,  it  would  be  presumptuous 
in  the  committee  to  attempt  to  ascertain.     They  cannot  be  ex- 
pected logo  into  private  conference  with  members,  and  to  inter- 
rogate eithe-r  thoi;e  of  the  majority  or  minority,  upon  this  or  any 
other  question,  as  to  the  reasons  of  their  votes.     It  must  be  ob- 
vious that  from  the  constitution  of  the  sennte;  from  the  manner 
of  its  proceedings;  from  the  absolute  right  of  every  member  to 
vote  for  or   against  particular  nominations  for  reasons  of  his 
own,  whether  others  concur  with  him  <in  those  reasons  or  not, 
the  grounds  of  the  votes  of  indivitlual  members  can  never  be 
set  forth,  nor  authentically  known.     The   committee   cannot 
undertake  any  inquiry  into  such  grounds  of  individual  opinion; 
nor  do  they  know  any  form  in  which  the  senate  itself,  if  it  were 
so  inclined;  could  compel   individuals  to  state  the   reasons  of 
their  votes.     The  committee,  therefore,  do  not  suppose  it  pro- 
per for  the  senate  by  any  proceeding  to  be  adopted  on  its  part, 
to  undertake  to  set  forth   the  reasons  of  members  for  rejecting 
these  persons.     It  is  enough  that  the  senate  in  the  exercise  of 
an  unquestionable  constitutional  right  has  refnsed  its   advice 
and  consent  to  the  nominations.     This  has  been  oflicially  cer- 
tified to  the  president,  and    the  committee  think  there   is  no 
ground  for  further  inquiry. 

The  president  disclaims,  indeed,  in  terms,  all  right  to  inquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for  rejecting  any  nomination;  and 
yet  the  messnge  immediately  umlertakes  to  infer, from  facts  and 
circumstances,  what  those  reasons,  which  influenced  the  se- 
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nate  in  this  case,  must  have  been,  and  goes  on  to  argue,  mncli 
at  large,  against  the  validity  of  such  supposed  reasons.  Tiie 
coniunttee  are  of  opiiiiouj  tliat  if,  as  the  president  admits,  he 
cannot  inquire  into  the  reasons  of  tiie  senate  for  refusinj;  its 
assent  to  nominations,  it  is  still  more  clear  that  those  reasons 
cannot,  with  propriety,  be  assumed,  and  made  subjects  of  com- 
ment. 

Jn  cases  in  wliich  nominations  are  rejected,  for  reasons  af- 
fecting the  char.icter  ot  the  persons  nominated,  the  committee 
think  that  no  inference  is  to  be  drawn,  exce|)t  what  the  vole 
tshows;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  senate  wiililiolds  its  advice  and 
consent  from  the  nominations.  And  the  senate,  not  being 
bound  to  give  reasons  for  its  votes,  in  tlie.-e  cases,  it  is  not 
bound,  nor  would  it  be  proper  for  it,  as  the  committee  think,  to 
give  any  answer  to  remarks  foundoci  on  the  presumption  of  what 
such  reasons  must  iiave  been,  in  the  present  case.  Tliey  feel 
themselves,  therefore,  compelled,  to  forego  any  response  v\  hat- 
ever  to  the  message  of  the  president,  in  this  particular,  as  well 
by  the  reasons  before  assigned,  as  out  of  respect  to  that  high 
officer.  The  president  acts  upon  his  own  views  of  public  policy, 
in  making  nominations  to  the  senate;  and  the  senate  does  no 
more  when  it  confirms  or  rejects  such  nominations.  For  either 
of  tJiese  co-ordinate  deparimt-nts  to  enter  into  the  cot\sidera- 
tion  of  the  motives  of  the  other  would  not,  and  could  not 
fail,  in  the  end,  to  break  all  harmonious  intercourse  between 
them.  This,  your  committee  would  deplore  as  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  'J'he  president, 
doubtless,  asks  himself,  in  the  case  of  every  nomination  for 
office,  whether  the  person  be  fit  for  the  office;  whether  he 
be  actuated  by  correct  views  and  motives;  and  whether  he  be 
likely  to  be  influenced  by  those  considerations  which  should 
alone  govern  him  in  tlie  discharge  of  his  duties;  is  he  honest, 
capable  and  faithfuli"  Being  satisfied  in  these  particulars,  the 
president  submits  his  name  to  the  senate,  where  the  same  in- 
quiries arise,  and  its  decision  should  be  presumed  to  be  dictated 
by  the  same  high  considerations  as  those  which  govern  the  pre- 
sident, in  originating  the  nomination.  For  these  reasons,  the 
committee  have  altogether  refrained  from  entering  into  any 
discussion  of  the  legal  duties  and  obligations  of  directors  of  the 
bank  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  which  form  the 
main  topic  of  the  message. 

The  committee  would  not  feel  that  it  had  fully  acquitted  itself 
of  its  obligations,  if  it  did  not  avail  itself  of  this  occasion  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  general  subject  of  renoniina- 
tion. 

The  committee  do  not  deny  that  a  right  of  renomination  ex- 
ists; but  they  are  of  opinion,  that  in  very  clear  and  strong  cases 
only,  sbould  the  senate  reverse  decisions  which  it  has  delibe- 
rately formed  and  officially  communicated  to  the  president,  in 
military  and  naval  appointments  it  is  possible  that  questions, 
not  of  personal  fitness  for  office,  hut  of  the  right  of  individuals 
to  rank  .and  grade,  may  arise  between  the  president  and  senate; 
and  that  nominations  may  be  rejected,  pending  such  questions, 
which  might  properly  be  renewed  under  other  laws,  or  a  new 
state  of  circumstances.  And  in  regard,  too,  to  diplomatic  ap 
poi.itinents,  the  question  may,  perhaps,  sometimes  turn,  not  on 
the  fitness  of  the  person  nominated,  but  on  the  propriety  of  any 
appointment,  or  of  any  stich  mission  as  is  proposed.  If  new  in- 
formation should  be  given,  shedding  new  liglit  satisfactory  to 
the  senate,  in  such  case  it  may  be  a  proper  reason  for  agreeing 
to  nominations  once  rejected;  nor  will  the  committee  say  that 
there  may  not  be  other  cases  in  which  a  person  once  rejected 
may  be  properly  again  presented  to  the  senate.  Rut  the  com- 
mittee think  that  in  a  case  in  which  the  decision  of  the  senate 
Inis  been  deliberately  made  upon  the  sole  question  of  the  fitness 
of  the  persons  for  the  offices  to  which  they  are  nominated,  and 
its  assent  has  been  withheld,  it  ought  not,  without  very  strong 
and  clear  reasons,  to  change  that  decision  upon  a  renomina- 
tion. The  committee  has  caused  the  journals  of  the  senate  to 
be  examined  in  reference  to  the  practice  of  renomination,  and 
they  find  that,  during  the  presidential  terms  of  general  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  no  instance  of 
renomination  to  office  once  occurred;  and  yet  there  are  not 
wanting  instances  of  the  rejection  of  nominations  made  by 
those  illustrious  citizens,  the  motives  for  which  it  would  be 
difficult  now  to  ascertain.  To  illustrate  this,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  select  the  case  of  colonel  Fishburn,  a  gallant  soldier  of 
the  revolution,  who  was  nominated  by  general  Washington  as 
the  collector  of  Savannah,  and  were  rejected  by  the  senate. 
And,  although  the  president  was  obviously  mortified  by  the 
decision,  the  nomination  having  been  made  in  a  great  ineasure 
upon  his  personal  knowledge  of  tlie  individual,  he  contented 
himself,  after  the  rejection,  with  addressing  a  letter  to  the  se- 
nate, containing  his  reasons  for  the  nomination  of  colonel  Fish- 
burn,  and  accompanied  that  message  with  the  name  of  another 
individual. 

During  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison  two  instances  oc- 
cur of  renominations  of  the  same  persons  to  the  same  offices  to 
which  they  had  originally  been  nominated.  Abraham  Quack- 
enbush  was  nominated  as  an  ensign  and  rejected — renominated 
and  confirmed.  And  George  Brown  was  nominated  a  collector 
for  the  first  collection  district  of  Maryland;  and  after  a  rejection 
was  renominated  and  confirmed.  What  reasons  influenced 
the  president  to  pursue  this  course  in  the  two  instances  refer- 
red to,  or  the  senate  to  concur  in  it,  the  committee  have  now 
no  means  of  ascettaining.  During  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  instances  of  renoun'nation  became  more  frequent; 
but  several  of  tliem  were  nominations  to  military  appointments, 


and,  in  a  majority  of  the  cases,  no  direct  vote  rejecting  the  no- 
minations had  passed  the  senate.  The  cases  of  renominalioa 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  after  a  rejection,  were  James  Gadsden,  as  ad- 
jutant general,  and  Nathan  Towson,  as  colonel;  Charles  Van- 
(Icvenler,  as  navy  agent,  and  DuM  Green,  as  receiver;  all  of 
which  were  rejected  on  their  renomitiation.  The  two  first  no- 
minations were  purely  military;  and  involved  an  interesting  and 
difficult  question  of  grade,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  president, 
called  for  the  most  minute  and  elaborate  itivestigalion.  What 
motives  impelled  to  the  renomination  of  the  two  last,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  undertake  to  say.  During  the  four  years  of  Mr. 
J.  Q,.  Adams's  administration,  no  instance  of  renomination  ap- 
pears to  li.ive  occurred;  unless  the  nomination  of  Amos  Binney, 
whose  nomination  previously  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  had  been 
postponed,  ami  that  of  Peter  Sailly,  whose  nomination  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  had  boen  laid  upon  the  table  at  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  succeeding  execu- 
tive session,  was  again  presented  to  the  senate,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  renominations.  Since  the  3d  of  March,  18-29,  four 
insiniices  of  renominations,  after  rejection  by  the  senate,  have 
occurred.  In  two  of  these  instances,  the  persons  renominated 
were  again  rejeclcid;  in  the  third  the  nomination  was  agreed  lo; 
and  the  fourth  is  the  case  now  before  us. 

'J'he  committee  perceive,  with  regret,  an  intimation  in  the 
message  that  the  president  may  not  see  fit  to  send  to  the  senate 
the  names  of  any  other  persons  to  bo  directors  of  the  bank  ex- 
cept those  whose  nominations  have  been  already  rejected. 
While  the  senate  will  exercise  its  own  rights,  according  to  its 
views  of  its  duty,  it  will  leave  to  other  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment to  decide  for  themselves  on  the  manner  they  will  perforin 
their  duties.  The  committee  know  no  reason  why  these  offices 
should  not  be  filled,  or  why,  in  this  case,  no  further  nomina- 
tion should  be  made,  after  the  senate  has  exercised  its  unques- 
tionable right  of  rejecting  particular  persons  who  have  been  no- 
minated, any  more  than  in  other  cases.  The  senate  will  be 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  receive  and  consider  any  such  nomina- 
tions as  the  presi<ient  may  present  lo  it.  It  claims  no  authority 
to  control  him  in  his  nominations,  but  it  cannot  surrender  th«l 
exercise  ofits  own  right  of  deciding  for  itself  on  the  propriety 
of  advising  and  consenting  to  appointments  to  office.  It  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  its  own  powers;  it  cannot  surrender  its  own 
constitutional  character;  it  cannot,  through  apprehension  of  any 
consequences  whatever,  forbear  from  exercising  its  high  duty 
of  giving  or  of  refusing  its  advice  or  consent  to  nominations  of 
the  president,  in  all  cases,  according  to  its  conscientious  sense 
of  its  own  obligations  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  country. 
If  these  offices  of  bank  directors  remain  unfilled,  the  fault  will 
not  be  the  fault  of  the  senate.  The  case  is  like  other  cases  of 
rejection.  In  other  cases,  other  persons  have  been  nominated 
in  place  of  those  rejected  by  the  senate,  and  confirmed;  and,  if 
a  different  course  shall  be  adopted  on  this  occasion,  it  is  a 
course  for  which  the  senate  cannot  be  responsible. 

Their  power  of  withholding  their  assent  from  the  president's 
nominations  is  not  altogether  vain  and  nugatory;  it  was  given 
them  by  the  constitutfon  to  be  exercised  in  proper  cases,  and  in 
their  own  discretion.  When  exercised  by  them,  the  rights  of  no 
other  branch  of  the  government  are  infringed  or  impaired;  the 
senate  has  only  done  its  own  duty,  and,  having  done  this  ho- 
nestly and  conscientiously,  it  cannot  fear  any  consequences. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  senate  do  not  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appointnaent  of  the  persons  thus  renominated. 


The  "National  IntPlligencer,"  of  the  5th  instant,  contains 
nearly  two  columns  of  extracts  from  the  executive  proceedings 
of  the  senate  on  the  nomination  and  renomination  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank — of  which,  perhaps  the  following  notices  may 
be  sufficient: 

On  the  17(h  December,  1833,  the  president  non)inated  James 
A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  a  director  in  the  place  of  Saul  Alley, 
and  nominated  Peter  Wajer,  Henry  D.  Gilpin  and  John  T. 
Sullivan,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Baltimore, 
for  reappointment. 

On  the  19th  January,  1834,  the  committee  of  finance  made  a 
report  on  the  subject,  and  on  the  21si  the  senate  advised  and 
consented  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bayard.  [The  yeas  and 
nays  are  not  given — but  we  understand  that  Mr.  B.  was  very 
generally  approved.] 

On  the  22(1  January,  there  was  a  debate  concerning  the  other 
persons  nominated. 

Anain  on  the  lOih  ofFubriiary  when — 
Mr.  Kano  submitted  the  following  motion: 
Resolved,  That  the  nominations  of  H.  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sul- 
livan, Peter  Wager  and  Hugh  McElderry,  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
their  several  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  stations  tr-,  which 
tliey  have  been  nominated;  also  into  the  truth  of  all  charges 
preferred  by  them  against  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  into  the  conduct  of  each  of  the  said 
noininees  during  the  time  he  may  have  acted  as  director  of  the 
said  bank;  and  that  the  said  nominees  have  notice  of  the  times 
and  places  of  meetings  of  said  commiltee,  and  have  leave  to 
attend  the  same. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto. 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  naye  28. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  tlie  senators 
present, 
Those  who  voted  in  fho  affirmative,  are. 
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Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  WjJkina,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelingh'uysen,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster. 
So  the  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

On  the  24th  February,  the  nominations  were  further  consi- 
dered. 
On  the  27th — Mr.  Morris  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  nominations  ofH.  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager, 
John  T.  Sullivan  and  Hugh  McElderry,  be  again  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether  any 
objections   whatever  exist,  either  against  their  characters  or 
qualifications  to  act  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States. 
On  the  question  to  agree  thereto. 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  27. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 
Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
of  Alab.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chamber.«,  Clay,  Clay- 
tonj  Ewing,  Frelingl^uysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
Webster. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  the  question,  "will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Peter  Wager?" 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  25. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 
Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alab.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,  Naudain.  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster. 

[The  same  questions  being  propounded  as  to  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Gilpin  was  disapproved  of  24  to  20;  Mr.  Sullivan 
27  to  18,  and  Mr.  McElderry  25  to  20] 

Onthelllh  of  March  the  preceding  message  renominating 
the  rejected  gentlemen,  was  received  and  read.  It  was  fur- 
ther considered  on  the  22d,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

May  1,  the  committee  on  finance  made  the  report  inserted 
above.    After  which — 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  renominating 
Henry  D.  Gilpin,  and  others,  as  bank  directors. 

On  the  question,  "will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sulli- 
van and  Hugh  McElderry?" 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  11,  nays  30. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  King,  of 
Alab.  Linn,  Robinson,  Shepley,  White,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Man- 
gum, Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinsou,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster.* 
So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sulli- 
van, of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Baltimore,  as  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
f  Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  and 
renomination  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  amend  the  same,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "senate,"  the  words  and  the  debates — 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  31. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  eenalors 
present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 
Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  Linn,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tip- 
ton, Wright. 

*Ab5ent  on  this  occasion— Mr.  Knight,  ofR.  I.  not  in  the  city; 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  ni'Nr.w  York,  Messrs.  JFilkins  and  McKean,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Kane,  of  Illinois;  Mr. 
JBenton,  of  Missouri.  The  last  six  are  friends  of  the  adminiistra- 
tion.  No  reason  is  assigned  why  they  did  not  vote  on  this  oc- 
casion. 


Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Oay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Alab. 
Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  rejected. 

The  refcolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

May  2, 1834.     On  motion  by  Mr.  Webster. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  authorised  to 
give  extracts  from  the  executive  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  and  renomination  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1834. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Preston, 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  president's  mes- 
sage of  March  11,  1834,  nominating  certain  bank  directors,  und 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate  on  the  first  and  second  nomination  of 
said  directors,  be  printed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
We  have  obtained  the  following  authentic  memorandum,  ex- 
hibiting the  progress  of  the  bank,  since  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.    At  the  present  moment,  it  possesses  peculiar  interest, 

[Nat.  Gaz. 
Public  depositcs. 
9,868,435  58 
8,232,311  18 
5,162,260  63 
4,230,509  63 
3,066,561  72 
2,604,233  62 
2,932,866  74 
3,251,345  64 


Oct. 
Nov 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 


Loans. 
60,094,202  93 
57,210,604  38 
54,4.53,104  67 
54,911,461  70 
54,842,973  64 
March  1,56,167,829  86 
April  1,  54,806,817  62 
May  1,    53,756,485  18 

Circulation. 

Oct.  1,  19,128,189  57 

Nov.  1,  18,518,000  57 

Dec.  1,  18,650,912  90 

Jan.  1,  19,208,379  90 

Feb.  1,  19.260,472  90 
March  1,18,523,189  00 

April  1,  17.521.264  39 

May  1,  16,604',147  90 


Specie. 

10,663,441  51 

10,342.160  46 

9,818,529  25 

10,031,237  72 

10,523,385  69 

10,385,439  15 

10,180,008  76 

11,183,774  54 

The  following  is  a  general  view  of  the  resources  and  respo»- 

sibilities  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  of  May,  1834: — 


Private  depositee. 

8,008,862  78 

7,285,041  88 

6,827,173  10 

6,734,866  06 

6,715,312  60 

7,343,129  92 

7,166,028  21 

7,022,820  10 

Debts  and  notes  of 

state  banks. 

4,719,972 

4,489,217 

4,083,25S 

3,519,385 

3,211,385 

2,035,985 

2.195,489 

3,094,787 


Circulation 
Deposites 
Unclaimed  dividends 

To  meet  which  there  is — 
Specie 

Notes  of  state  banka  1,706,104 

Balances        do.  1,388,683 

Funds  iri  Europe 

Real  estate 

Loans  $35,212,231 

Domestic  bills  18,544,253 

Mortgages,  &e.  87,141 

Due  by  the  United  Statea 


Stock  hoMers 


16,604,147 
10,274,165 
80,254 


26,958,566 


#11,183,774 


3,094,787 
1,650,530 
2,909,O7& 


53,843,625 
164,110 


72,845,892 

45,887,.326 
35,000,000 


Surplus  $10,887,326 

The  resiflts  to  be  deduced  from  this  statement  are  equally 
curious  and  in)portant: 

1st.  The  total  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  loarrs 
since  the  1st  of  October,  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  is  6,337,717  75 

While  the  total  reduction  of  the  deposites  13 

of  public  d«posites  6,617,089  94 

of  private  deposites  986,042  68 


7,603,132  G2 

2,524,041  67 
520,333  03 


Making  an  aggregate  of 
2d.  The  total  reduction  of  the  notes  ir>  circulation 

is 
3d.  The  increase  of  the  specie  is 
4th.  The  specie  of  the  bank  is  now  #11,183,774  54 
The  notes  and  debts  of  other  banks   3,094,787  00 

14,278,561  .54 

While  the  notes  in  circulation  amount  to  16,664,147  9d 

There  are  other  and  more  important  consi<J€rationB  presentecfr 
by  this  statement — 

1st.  The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  now  oat- 
standing  debts  from  individuals,  amounting 
to  #53,7.56,485  18 

And  from  banks,  amounting  to  3,094,787  00 


Making  a  total  of  #56,851,272  18 

The  charter  has  yet  twenty-two  months  to  run— so  that  ii> 
order  to  close  its  concerns,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  the  reduc- 
tion must  be  at  the  rate  of  two  millions  and  a  half  every  month-. 
2d.  Nothing  shows  more  clearly  the  strength  of  the  bank  than 
its  present  conditio!). 
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It  will  be  seen  by  our  journal  that  the  general  appro- 
toriation  bill  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives  and 
been  read,  See.  in  the  senate.  The  proceedings  on  some 
of  its  items  are  very  animated  and  highly  interesting.  It 
received  its  third  reading  in  the  house  at  about  1  o'clock 
on  Friday  night,  or  rather  Saturday  morning,  after  a 
very  arduous  session.  The  fate  of  tiiis  bill  in  the  senate 
is  very  uncertain,  but  it  is  believed  that  many  amend- 
ments, which  failed  in  the  other  house,  will  be  made 
to  it. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  I'esolution  offered  by  Mr.  Selden, 
of  New  York,  to  appoint  a  grand  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  currency,  failed  only  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  It  is  reported  that  another 
serious  attempt  will  be  made  to  restore  confidence  and  re- 
lieve the  pressure  on  the  public — which,  if  it  fails,  will 
be  followed  b}''  a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
opposition  to  adjourn,  forthwith;  that  the  members  may 
see  and  commune  with  the  people,  and  meet  again  in 
JSTovember  next,  better  prepared  to  act  on  the  subject. 

In  the  wreck  of  public  confidence,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  body  of  the  people  should  be  able  to  make  just  dis- 
criminations—and one  evil  is  the  beginning  of  many. 
The  late  failure  of  the  "Maryland  Savings  Institution," 
caused  a  severe  run  upon  the  Savings  bank  of  Baltimore, 
an  old  and  old  fashioned  establishment,  really  doing  bu- 
siness for  the  benefit  of  the  industrious  and  economical 
poor,  without  pecuniaiy  profit  or  the  hope  of  reward  to 
the  managers  thereof;  and  which,  from  the  nature  of  its 
'operations,  it  is  hardly  possible  should  fail  to  meet  all 
its  engagements — 7iever  having-  yet  lost  one  dollar  ovt  of 
the  many  millions  of  savings  which  have  passed  tJirough 
it,  A  suddett'demand,  however,  might  embarrass  even 
the  bankers  Rothschilds  But  the  available  credits  or 
funds,  of  this  bank  were  abundantly  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency, an<l  any  amount  of  assistance  miglit  have  been  had 
I'rom  another  institution,  that  was  as  able  as  willing  to 
afford  it,  to  this  well  managed  and  truly  meritorious 
■'©liarity,  if  so  it  mav  be  called,  for  th&  benefit  which  it 
confers  on  the  working  people.  We%are-inforraed,  that 
many  who  withdrew  their  deposites'  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, restored  them  before  the  closing  of  the  bank;  and  it 
is  probable  that  on  Monday  (the  only  day  that  this  bank 
is  open)  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  drawn  out  will  be 
replaced,  where  we  think  that  it  is  quite  as  safe  as  in  any 
man's  double-locked  zroncliest,  to  say  nothing  of  the  risk 
and  TEMPTATION  that  attends  persons  not  used  to  the 
possession  of  considerable  sums  of  money  in  their  pock- 
ets; and  we  hope  that  all  those  who  have  provided  some- 
thing fork's  rainy  day"  will  save  it,  in  the  Savings  bank. 
When  that  goes — all's  gone — and  credit  will  have  "pe- 
rished," indeed! 

We  publish  the  able  speech  of  Mr.  Li7iCQhi,  (who  has 
changed  places  with  Mr.  Davis,  as  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  representative  in  congress,  at  the  call  of  the 
people,  in  both  cases)  on  the  coi'.cerns  of  the  general 
post  office.  It  will  be  read  with  much  interest.  Ft  was, 
■tmtil  recently,  the  greatest  evil  which  beset  the  Ameri- 
can public,  that  the  postmaster  general  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  "the  cabinet,"  and  that  party  political  preferences 
were  introduced  into  the  concerns'of  this  deiwrtment  of 
the  government.  It  ought  to  hare  remained  as  free  from 
them  as  the  judicial  CGtablishment!  It  is  tn  the  lastiii"- 
credit  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Harry, 
that  he  decidedly  rejected  them. 

The  whole  business  of  this  departnn^nt  "cries  slor.d" 
for  "reform" — real  reforjn.  The  mere  money  that  is 
apparently  wasted,  is  nothing;  but  the  nrg'.miziUion  of  its 
officers,  into  political  agents  in  numtrons  instances,  can- 
not^ be  too  severely  reprehended,  or  carefully  guarded 
against.  We  have  suffered  much  by  the  sheer  iiicompe- 
tency  pr  rank  dishonestv  of  some  of  the  deputy  i)ost- 
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masters.  We  care  not  who  is  iii  or  who  is  oxtt;  but  de- 
sire that  capable  and  worthy  men  may  be  continued  or 
appointed,  without  regard  to  any  thing  beyond  a  fuilhi'ul 
performance  of  their  several  duties! 

We  meet  with  the  following  extract  from  judge  Sto- 
ry's "commentaries,"  and  cannot  refrain  from  giving  it 
a  place — it  was  not  written  with  a  view  to  any  exist- 
ing state  of  tilings,  though  many  may  think  that  it  was, 
from  the  closeness  of  its  application  to  circumirtantes  as 
they  are: 

"Tlie  great  anomaly  in  tlie  system  is  the  enormous  patronage 
of  the  postmaster  general,  who  is  invested  witli  ihc  pole  .iiid 
e.\clusive  authority  to  .appoint  and  remove  uil  dipuiy  pl>slma^- 
ters;  and  whose  power  and  intliience  have  ihiit:,l>y  slow  degree?, 
accumulated,  until  it  in,  perhups,  not  loo  much  tosuy,(/ia(  it  ri- 
vals, if  it  does  not  exceed,  in  value  and  extcid,  that  oj  the  presi~ 
dent  himself.  How  long  a  power  so  vast,  and  so  accumulating', 
shall  rernauj  without  any  clieck  on  the  part  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  government,  is  a  question  (or  statesmen  and  not  for  ju- 
rists. But  it  cannot  be  di.^guised  that  it  will  be  idle  to  impose 
constitutional  restraints  upon  high  executive  appointment?,  if 
this  poiver,ivhich  pervades  every  village  of  the  republic,  aitd  excrl$ 
an  irresistible,  though  silent  ,injitience  in  the  direct  shape  of  office, 
or  in  the  no  less  inviting  form  of  lucrative  contracts,  is  suffered  to 
remain  without  scrutiny  or  rebuke.  It  furnishes  no  argument 
against  the  interposition  of  a  check,  which  shall  require  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate  to  aj)pointnient3,  that  the  power 
has  not  hitherto  been  abused.  In  its  own  nature,  the  post  office 
establishment  is  susceptible  of  abuse  to  such  an  alarming  de- 
gree; the  whole  correspondence  of  the  country  is  so  completely 
submitted  to  the  fidelity  and  integrity  of  the  agents  who  con- 
duct it;  and  the  means  of  making  it  subservient  to  mere  slate 
policy  are  so  abundant,  that  the  only  surprise  is  that  it  has  not 
already  awakened  the  public  jealousy,  and  been  placed  under 
more  effectual  control.  It  may  be  said,  without  the  slightest 
disparagement  of  any  officer  who  has  presided  over  it,  that  if 

EVER  THE  PEOPLE  ARE  TO  BE  CORRUPTED,  OR  THEIR  LIBER- 
TIES ARE  TO  BE  PROSTRATED,  THIS  ESTABLISHMENT  WILL 
FURNISH  THE  MOST  f  AGILE  MEANS.  AND  BE  THE  EARLIEST 
EMPLOYED   TO    ACCOMPLISH    SUCH    A    PURPOSE." 

The  following  also  presents  itself  to  us  in  one  of  the 
newspapers— it  offers  a  picture  that  is  too  true: 

The  post  office  department  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  last 
ten  years,  has  not  sustained  any  loss  by  the  defalcation  of  post- 
masters. What  a  reflection  on  our  department,  where  these 
things  have  now  beco^ne  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  owing  to 
.the  selection  of  persons  for  their  devotion  to  "the  party,"  wilk- 
out  consulting  character  and  honor. 

Party  has  been  oftentimes  called  "the  madness  of  the 
noany  for  the  benefit  of  the  few" — and  so,  indeed,  it  fj-e- 
quenlly  is,  even  when  rallltd  on  a  real  or  honestly  be- 
lieved in  attachment  to  acknowledged  principles,  or  es- 
tablished rules  of  action:  but  when  built  upon  personal 
preferences  or  j&ersc/?i«Z  dislikes,  "madness"  stands  con- 
fessed, and  reason  appeals  to'.tbe  understanding  in  vain. 
Everything  is  carried  by  discordant  and  senseless  noises; 
and  thousands,  after  having  exhausted  the  strength  of 
their  lungs  and  limbs,  find  themselves  in  the  condition  of 
poor  Cuftee,  when  infoi-med  that  it  was  not  the  rev.  Mr. 
Whitfield  who  was  preaching  to  the  multitude  of  Avhich 
he  was  a  member;  and  they  know  and  feel  that  they  have 
committed  very  foolish,  if  not  mischievous  or  wicked  ex- 
travagancies, in  tl»e  "madness"  which  had  held  dominion) 
over  tlieir  passions,  and  captivated  their  judgment.* 

*Such  immense  crovv<ls  of  persons  attended  to  hear  the 
preachings  of  Mr.  Wliittifld,  that  thousands,  on  pome  occa- 
sions, conl-.l  not  oillier  hear  nor  see  him;  but  they  \v;»iied  with 
the  hope  of  caieliiiii;  some  of  ilie  words  that  fell  from  his  richly 
git'tpd  lips.  On  anv.  oftliese  occasions,  on  the  outer  edce  of  the 
rnnhitnrle,  a  hlaik  man  was  observed  to  be  vociferating  loudly 
and  rolling  himself  on  the  Kronnd,  in  a  hijli  excitement,  when 
one  of  his  aciiMaintances  demanded  "what  was  all  that  for?" 
The  other  s(»oke  ofii  as  the  effect  of  the  preaching  of  Mr.  W. 
"Why  yon  fool,"  said  the  first,  "it  is  not  iMr.  Whitfield  at  nil- 

he  couldn't  come,  and   Mr.  is  preaching  in   his  place." 

"What,"  exclaimed  Cuffee,  brnsliing  his  clothes,  "all  this  for 
noihf  nl"  or  words  to  this  effect,  as  the  story  goes. 

Look  at  a  political  gathering,  and  you  will  sec  vcrv  many 
persons  prscisf  ly  in  the  stale  of  tin.--  neg>i.  They  applaud  or 
reject  -^trsons  addressing  tliem,  willioiit  hearing  or  understand- 
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We  pretend  not  to  a  total  exemption  fi-om  the  state 
that  we  have  briefly  described — hut,  in  the  habit  of  read- 
ing, and  of  endecivoring  to  look  at  both  sides  of  a  ques- 
tion, and  of  regarding  men  as  subordinate  to  measures^ 
whether  approved  or  rejected,  we  have  been  enabled, 
sometimes,  at  least,  to  separate  persons  from  things,  and 
place  the  merit  or  demerit  of  individual  action  on  the 
character  of  tlie  matter  suggested  or  performed;  and 
though  an  act  may  be  condemned  by  our  judgment,  it  is 
still  possible,  very  possible,  that  the  motive  vi\\'\ch  led  to  it 
may  relieve  the  actor  from  personal  blame:  and  this  hap- 
pens the  more  easily  from  a  serious  conviction  that,  not 
having  had  "a  view  of  the  whole  ground,"  or  incapable, 
perhaps,  of  viewing  it  as  we  ought — after-events  have  de- 
monstrated not  only  that  the  motive  M'as  honest,  but  that 
the  thing  itself  was  "necessaiy  and  proper"  to  be  done, 
though  it  had  not  been  so  regarded  by  us. 

With  all  the  checks  which  such  habits  of  thinking  are 
calculated  to  furnish,  and  a  certain  degree  of  experience, 
we  shall  not  deny  that  circumstances,  (unapparent  to 
others,  in  certain  cases),  have  led,  and  may  lead  us,  into 
indiscretions,  even  when  writing  about  things — always  le- 
gitimate subjects  of  discussion;  but  unless  on  the  defen- 
sive, we  still  wish  to  respect  persons,  except  notoriously 
base  or  desperately  wicked — or  stupidly  ignorant  of  things 
over  which  they  have,  and  exert,  an  unhappy  and  baneful 
influence.  And  even  then,  violence  is  not  the  indispens- 
able precursor  of  victory! 

We  trust  too,  that  we  can  make  reasonable  allowances 
even  for  the  dominion  of  party — for,  in  early  life,  we  ho- 
nestly believed  that  gun-boats  were  the  "sovereignest 
thino-s  in  all  this  world"  to  batter  ships-of-lhe-line  into 
atoms!  This  was  the  "madness"  of  party  in  the  many; 
but  the  now  almost  universally  regarded  Eutopean  object 
of  the  influence  that  led  us  into  that  "madness,"  was  a 
Ion"-  time  hidden  from  the  view  of  those  over  whom 
it  had  nearly  an  absolute  control;  and  so  it  may  be  with 
some,  in  the  present  state  of  aft'airs,  on  another  and  much 
more  important  subject.  We  have  long  since  thought 
that  those  who  started  the  gun-boat  system  had  not  much 
faith  in  the  ability  of  such  boats  to  resist  ships-of-the- 
lifie — and  now  believe  that  those  who  organized  the  pre- 
sent opposition  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  never 
entertained  an  idea  that  a  sound  and  convenient  and 
wholesome  currency  would  be  sustained  without  the  aid 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  the  president 
said  that  he  woidd  liimself  have  furnished  a  plan  for  one, 
had  he  been  called  on  for  it — though  now  utterly  oppos- 
ed to  mit/ one,  and  demanding  the  establishment  of  a  spe- 
cie currency,  only.  The  personal  popularity  of  presi- 
dent Je/^^son  built  up  a  fleet  of  "whiggle-whaggle"  gun- 
boats— but  that  "experiment"  cost  us  only  a  trifle,  and 
became  a  subject  for  merriment  long  before  the  boats 
themselves  were  rotten:  tlie  personal  popularity  of  pre- 
sident Jackson  has  so  far  supported  his  "experiment"  on 
the  currency  and  business  of  the  country — but  this  has 
already  cost  the  nation  hundreds  of  millions  on  account 
of  labor  unemployed  and  property  wasted — and  plunged 
the  whole  people,  as  it  were,  from  a  state  of  unrivalled 
prosperity  into  one  of  unprecedented  adversity — a  con- 
dition far  more  oppressive  than  the  season  of  war  through 
which  we  recently  passed — unless,  indeed,  this  oppres- 
sion may  he  compared  with  that  which  ensued  after  the 
war,  /or  the  want  of  such  a  national  currency  as  the  pre- 
sident  seems  resolved  to  destroy!*  The  dominion  of  the 
"rag  barons"  at  the  the  time  we  are  just  speaking  of, 
Avas  not  a  party  question — nor  should  the  present  opera- 


ing  a  single  word  that  is  said— performing  either  operntion  bj-  the 
direction  of  some  who  act  as  fuglemen  on  snoh  occasion?. 
This  is  a  great  mrsfortiine,  and  tiie  fulness  of  party  spirit.  It 
Agrees,  as  it  were,  ihftt  some  cannot  do  any  tiling  right — that 
others  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  wrong. 

*We  beseech  those  who  passed  tliroijgli  the  period  alluded 
to,  to  look  back,  and  call  to  recollection  the  wide  ruin  that  pre- 
vailed, the  cruel  changes  of  property  that  look  place,  the  desii 
tutinn  of  the  laboring  poor,  and  the  aggrandizement  of  the  rich, 
who  had  money,  and  prudently  ppetulnted  in  real  estate,  or 
stocks  of  the  United  States,  &,c.  The  principle  of  all  such  op- 
pressions is  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 

After  a  great  effort,  we  cast  down  the  -'rag  barons,"  and 
placed  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  tiie  stale  banks,  ge- 
nerally, on  a  wholesome  establishment;  but  ve  veil  remember 
the  cott  of  it,  and  heartily  pray  that  it  may  not  be  encountered 
again. 


tions  against  the  currency  be  so  considered.  They  come 
too  near  the  "hearts  and  homes"  of  the  people  to  per- 
mit their  continuance,  as  party  measures.  How  many 
anxious  days  and  sleepless  nights  have  they  already  caus- 
ed— how  have  they  baffled  the  calculations  of  the  old, 
and  frozen  the  hopes  of  the  young?  What  business  man 
does  not  look  back  with  mourtiing,  and  forward  with 
fear?  The  past  seems  to  have  "done  its  worst,"  but  the 
future  is  enveloped  in  the  blackness  of  despair.  Verily, 
verily,  these  arc  not  rightful  party  or  political  matters! 
But  such  is  the  force  of  party  preferences  and  party  pride, 
such  the  organization  of  the  public  press,  supported  by 
an  army  of  office  holders,  drilled  like  the  Siviss  regi- 
ments formerly  in  the  pay  of  the  Bourbon  princes,  that 
scores  of  thousands  yet  earnestly  sustain  the  individual, 
while  deeply  lamenting  and  secretly  reprobating  his  acts, 
without  having  the  pretence  of  necessity  to  supi)ort  them, 
and  altogether  inexpedient  and  unwise;  considering  also 
the  idea  of  a  metallic  currency  to  be  as  impracticable 
as  a  present  enjoyment  of  that  peace  which  the  millenium 
promises,  without  a  total  revolution  in  the  pursuits  and 
property,  and  the  advancement  or  hopes,  of  every  man 
and  every  woman  in  the  United  States.  These  are  not 
political  questions!  They  force  upon  us,  (conditioned 
as  we  are),  the  serious  consideration,  whether  there  fhall 
be  a  return  to  that  prosperity  which  so  lately  blessed  the 
land,  and  diffused  a  super-abundance  of  good  things 
amongst  us — or  a  retirement  into  a  state  of  society  close- 
ly allied  to  that  in  which  men  were  "clothed  in  skins, 
and  resided  in  dens  and  caverns." 

It  is  not  pretended  that  a  refusal  to  charter  the  bank 
of  the  United  Slates  can  produce  these  efi^ects.  We  have 
reference  to  a  carrying-out  of  the  president's  projects 
concerning  the  circulation — for  the  habits  of  the  people 
must  be  changed  in  every  respect,  before  they  can  bear 
the  establishment  of  a  metallic  currtency  and  live,  after 
having  so  long  had  another,  even  from  the  early  planting 
of  these  once  feeble  colonies  which  now  compose  the 
great  American  republic. 

The  expediency  of  the  removal  of  the  public  dcpo- 
sites,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  operation  was  per- 
formed, is  rejected  by  thousands  who  stand  opposed  to 
the  bank  even  on  constitutional  principles.  Witness  the 
result  of  the  late  elections  in  Virginia,  in  which  state 
every  possible  effort,  (honest  or  dishonest),  was  made  to 
impress  the  people  with  a  belief  that  the  rea/ question  to 
be  decided  at  the  poll's,  was  "bank  or  no  bank"' — aye, 
and  the  same  persons,  who,  while  acknowledging  them- 
selves defeated,  take  back  all  that  they  lately  shouted, 
and  congratulate  themselves  that  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  elected  is  opposed  to  a  bank.  It 
may  he  so — but  before  and  after  an  election  are  very 
different  periods  of  time! 

Perhaps  there  is  hardly  one  man  in  business  in  a  thou- 
sand, not  having  some  private  interest  or  secret  motive 
to  influence  his  jtulgment,  who  truly  believes  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  an  intelligent  and  correct 
proceeding — so  much  for  the  measure;  but  as  they  are 
removed,  many  would  not  have  them  restored,  that  the 
president's  infallibility  may  stand  unimpeacli^d,  though 
sulferlng  much  damage  themselves  by  that  rude  act. 
These  are  peisonal,  and  not  party  considerations,  in  the 
lawful  meaning  of  the  latter  term;  and  hente  the  revolu- 
tion in  public  opinion  that  is  going  on.* 

*  As  jiolUicians,  if  resolved,  at  any  expense,  to  cause  a  retire- 
ment of  president.  Jackson,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  in  disgrace, 
and  prevent  Mr.  Van  Buren  from  filling  the  place  that  he  holds 
— we  should  urge  on  the  present  pursuits  of  what  is  slavishly 
called  "the  government;"  but  we  aim  at  much  higher  and  more 
precious  objects!  We  know  that  we  have  personally  suffered 
heavy  losses  in  consequence  of  those  pursuits,  and  fearfully  ex- 
pect to  he  reduced  from  a  state  of  independence,  (though  not  of 
wealth),  to  one  of  embarrassment,  (though  not  of  poverty,  we 
liope),  if  these  pursuits  are  prosecuted  to  their  aceoniplishmept. 
It  is  well  that  we  do  not  owe  much — for  the  much  thai  is  owing 
to  us,  and  other  means  that  were  available  a  f(;w  months  ago, 
and  afforded  a  plentiful  supply  to  make  all  things  work  smoolli- 
ly,  have  lost  lh<;ir  former  full  power,  and  afford  only  a  limited 
support,  afid  those  means  are  almost  every  day  reduced  by  the 
bankruptcy  of  persons  indebted  to  us,  kc.  for  the  ability  to 
earn  and  luck  of  getting  money,  are  unquestionably  ne<^essary 
to  the  payment  of  moiiey! 

We  think  that  it  every  man,  In  business,  pfepecially  as  a  me- 
ehanic  or  niannfaolnrer.  will  look  over  his  atJairs,  it  will  be 
agreed  that,  on  the  average,  those  Jiavc  at  least  lost  one  years' 
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The  personal  support  of  the  president  is  not  excusable 
on  account  of  &.  personal  opposition.  He  has  been  twice 
elected  to  what  we  regard  as  the  most  dignified  office  in 
the  world — and  the  gratitude  of  the  counliy  has,  without 
stint,  flowed  upon  liim.  He  is  7i&^  a  candidate  for  a  se 
cond  re-election.  The  measure  of  the  good  will  of  the 
people  for  him  is  filled — and  wiij'  then  the  necessity  of 
forcing  personal  feelings  into  the  adjustment  of  the  most 
interesting  public  concerns?  Is  it  indispensable,  that, 
in  a  due  respect  for  president  Jackson,  all  which  is  done 
by  him,  or  in  his  name,  mnst  needs  be  approved? — all  his 
vetoes  of  the  people's  will  be  submitted  to  as  oracles  not 
to  be  doubted — 'in  which  he  has  exercised  a  power  which 
no  king,  in  a  constitutional  government,  could  exert, 
and  yet  hope  to  maintain  his  seat  on  tiie  throne?  Admit 
that  his  motives  ai-e  good — all  his  purposes  honest, 
is  the  judgment  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  states  to  be  coldly  set  aside  by  the  veto  of  an  indivi- 
dual? I'housands  are  asking  themselves  this  question, 
and  tiiousands  have  already  decided  it  in  the  negative, 
and  party  lines  are  becoming  extinct,  in  the  distress  and 
bankruptcy  and  ruin  which  besets  the  people — and  the 
poverty  which  threatens  all  classes  of  persons,  except 
those  who  derive  their  subsistence  from  fixed  salaries, 
or  other  permanent  incomes.  Labor  is  without  demand 
unless  at  greatly  reduced  wages — real  property  is  almost 
"without  price"  in  the  market — money  is  wretchedly 
scai'ce,  and  getting  scarcer  every  day,  and  specie  is  rush- 
ing into  the  vaults  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  if 
they  were  the  only  places  of  safety;  while  the  holders  of 
stocks  and  bank  notes,  in  general,  are  in  instant  apprehen- 
sion of  some  new  calamity  falling  upon  them.  Never  be- 
fore was  there  such  a  state  of  excitement.  Every  intel- 
ligent man  feels  that  he  is  injured,  and  is  beginning  to 
ask,  why? — and  to  compare  the  speculative  e\\\^  y/h'xch. 
he  hears  of  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
rea/ ones  suffered  by  himself,  and  his  neighbors.* 

The  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  by  the  president,  speaking 
of  foreign  capital,  says — 

'*T%e  interest  07i  it  carried  to  Europe  is  a  burthen  upon 
the  industry,  and  a  drain  of  the  curre7icy,  ivhichno  coun- 
try can  bear  -without  occasional  distress. " 

Such  7aas  the  doctrine  of  the  party  a  short  time  agO' — 
for  whatever  is  uttered  in  "high  places"  is  received  with 
that  same  sort  of  reverence  which  the  prescriptions  of 
the  ancient  oracle  at  Delphos  obtained. f 

And  what  is  the  doctrine  now? — what  the  practice  of 
/'democratic"  Pennsylvania  for  years  past — with  the 
"right  honorable"  lords  and  ladies  that  glitter  on  the 
lists  o£ her  creditors?  And  every  one  thought  that  Penn- 
sylvania acted  wisely  in  introducing  foreign  capital — no 

labqr,  or  profit  that  ought  to  have  been  made  on  capital,  alrea- 
dy, by  the  president's  "experiment."  Wtiat  wiU  be  the  loss  in 
a  winding  up  of  their  affairs?  The  man  who  thought  himself 
clearly  worth  10,O0Q  dollars  in  September  last,  will  feel  happy 
in  a  belief  that  he  is  worth  $7,500  in  September  next,  if  so  he 
shall  dare  to  believe,  and  in  this  proportion — unless  the  "expe- 
riment" is  ended  before  that  time.  We  are  too  far  advanced 
in  life,  and  have  too  many  children,  to  he  polUicians  ai  this  ru- 
inous rate  of  loss — and  especially  when  our  best  judgnjent  is 
satisfied  that  no  possible  public  good  is  to  be  derived  from  it, 
except  in  the  awful  instruction  which  it  may  afford  to  those 
who  may  hereafter  desire  to  meddle  with  the  currency. 

*Is  this  view  too  highly  charged?  We  think  not — and  offer 
one  simple  matter  in  proof  There  is  no  deposite  hank  in  South 
Carolina — the  state  banks  would  not  receive  the  public  money 
from  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  or  the  president  would 
not  trust  them,  we  know  not  whfch — and,  though  the  price  of 
cotton  has  declined  in  the  general  stagnation  of  bu.«iness,  there 
is  no  other  difficulty  about  money  in  that  state,  and  all  the 
banks  possess  the  old  confidence  that  was  reposed  in  them  by 
the  people. 

jTo  resist  any  opinion  advanced  by  the  president,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  some,  rs  to  be condemned.     If  fhe  idea  of  the 

following,  extracted  from  a  late  number  of  the  "Globe,"  (as  we 
find  it  quoted  in  the  "Telegraph")  be  not  blasphemous,  it  is 
disgraceful  to  the  character  of  any  being  "ereatf^d  in  God's  own 
image."  The  secretary  rfcnicd  his  master — betrayed  his  has - 
ter! 

From  the  Globe,  "He  (Dirane)  may  be  very  honest  and  ve- 
racious, but  we  think  he  was  wanting,  on  one  occasion,  in  con- 
rage,  to  defend  these  very  respectable  virtues.  We  cannot  ex- 
pect the  ex-secretary  to  be  any  belter  than  the  apostle  who 
♦denied'  his  master,  and  if  he  be  not  content  with  being  classed 
with  him,  why  we  will  class  him  with  that  other  apostle  who 
'betrayed' his  master." 


one  ai\y  more  supposed  the  interest  to  be  a  "burthen" 
than  was  a  payment  for  any  sort  of  foreign  goods  which 
it  was  not  con\cMieiit  to  manufacture  at  home! — for  mo- 
nev,  like  every  thing  else,  is  merchandise,  and,  like  cod- 
fisii  or  tobacco,  seeks  its  best  market.  And  up  to  the 
tiiTie  of  this  veto,  it  seemed  a  settled  principle  in  the  po- 
litical economies  oi'  this  country,  that  we  oui;ht  to  import 
foreigti  money,  as  a  raicv  material,  to  furnish  employment, 
and  make  profits  on  labor,  in  the  use  of  it. 

And  how  .st:iii<ls  the  case  now?  Is  it  not  recommend- 
ed that  JVew  York».\H\  J^ennsylvania  shall  botrow  foreign 
capital  to  sustain  theii-  nioiiey  corporations,  or  carry  on 
theii'  public  works?  The  shout  is  for  a  specie  cmrency, 
and  tlie  way  of  bringing  that  about  seems  most  direct 
in  borroiving  77Wiiey,  (tiiough  all  who  depend  on  borrow- 
ed capital  "ought  to  Ijreak!")  to  ^ustaiTi  a  paper  circula- 
tion!    Isn't  this  beautiful?     Jiisitm  tencatis? 

New  York  is  at  the  head  of  the  states — the  "empire 
state"-— and  exerts  a  mighty  power  in  support  of  the  veto 
principles,  anti-credit  proclamations  and  haid-money  ro- 
commendations  of  president  Jacks'ni.  Let  us  see  how 
the  practice  of  her  politicians  corresponds  with  their 
preaching. 

I'he  following  is  from  the  "Xew  York  Evening  Post" 
of  xMay  7 — and  the  reader  will  please  to  recollect,  that 
this  is  now  the  onh^  "by  authority"  paper  in  that  great 
city— the  "Standard"  having  died  a  few  days  ago  for  the 
want  of  subsistence:* 

Both  houses  of  the  legislature  adjourned  yesterday  sine  rfi«< 
We  shall  publish  to-morrow  the  titles  of  the  acts  passed,  v^'hicW 
are  294  in  number.  Among  these  acts  are  ten  incorporatino 
NEW  BANKS,  one  increasing  the  cajital  of  an  exislino  hanh; 
thirty  four  incorporating  joint  stock  companies;  ten  rcnev.ing  or 
extending  the  privileges  of  existing  joint  stock  companies,  such  as 
manufacturing,  rail  road,  bridge  and  turnpike  ci)in|>anies,  Ac. 
and  upwards  of  thirty  acts  creating  corporations  of  other  kinds. 
Exclusive  privileges!  Exclusive  privileges!  We  area  banS:- 
governed  people,  and  every  year  the  number  and  weight  of  our 
manacles  are  increased.  Thes*-  exclusively  privileged  associa- 
tions—  these  chartered  rights — these  corporations,  if  the  people 
do  not  awake  to  the  subject,  and  "by  opposing  end  them,"  will, 
ere  long,  change  the  whole  nature  of  government,  as  they  liave 
already  materially  corrupted  the  morals  of  socieiy. 

And  in  a  subsequent  number  of  the  same  paper,  it  is 
said  — 

"The  Albany  Argus  speaks  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislff- 
ture  in  its  session  just  concluded  as  'proceedings  which  sfio<V  a 
devotion  to  public  interests,  not  surpassed  by  any  preceding  le- 
gislature.' Will  the  Argus  plea^^e  to  put  its  finger  on  the  evi- 
dence of  this  patriotism.  We  cannot  find  it.  There  has  beer» 
as  mnch  selfishness  and  as  little  true  public  spirit  in  the  last  le- 
gislature as  in  any  previous  one  for  years.  The  Argns,  in  the 
same  paragraph  with  the  conipliment  we  have  qaofed,  mentions 
that  among  the  acts  passed  by  the  legislature,  'are  (he  charters 
for  eight  new  banks, ^  and  one  increase,  with  an  aggregate  in- 
creased capital  of  $3,800,000.  Perhaps  the  Argus  thinks  this  a 
proof  of  devotion  to  the  public  interests.  We  consider  it  quite 
the  contrary;  and  all  must  consider  it  so,  who  know  how  bank 
charters,  and  rail  road  company  charters,  and  insurance  com- 
pany charters,  and  all  other  charters  granting  exclusive  prit?- 
iegcs,  are  obtained,  and  how  they  operate  on  the  intere:5ts  of  the 
community.  The  Argus  has  opposed  earnestly  and  ably  the 
United  Slates'  bank.  Why  nr)t  extend  its  opposition  to  our 
whole  rotten  and  oppressive  banking  system?" 

Remarks  are  useless:  but  the  multiplication  of  moncy- 
eorporations,  as  they  are  called,  is  among  the  strongest 
reasons  that  can  be  ofi^ered  in  favor  of  a  recharter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States-*— to  regulate  and  balance,  and' 
restrain  their  operations,  by  co7npelling  them  to  keep  Op 
a  sound  currency,  or  shut  up  their  shops.  Without 
some  such  regulation,  those  corporations  wlil  fun  wild 
in  issues  of  paper,  and  the  whole  country  be  filled  with 
rags,  rags,  rags — which,  even  now,  by  the  policy  of  "the 
goveriimcnt, "  have  much  uncertainty  of  value  at  the  very 
places  of  their  issue,  and  depreciate  as  lYiueh  as  from  12 
to  1.5  per  cent,  as  the}'  are  carried  distances  from  home, 
comj)ared  with  the  uniforrii  value  of  the  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  afl>tirs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  have  returned  to  Washington.  The  facts 
heretofore  suggested,  as  to  their  requisitions  appear  to 
be  true.  As  we  may  soon  expect  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had,   it  does  not  seem  required,  at  present  to 

*Since  this  was  written,  a  new  paper  has  taken  the  place  of 
the  dead  one. 
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do  more  than  insert  the  following  paragraphs  from  Phi- 
ladelphia pttpers. 

The  "United  States  Gazette"  ^ays— The  following 
resolution  ot  the  investigating  «omniittee,  will  show  to 
what  lengths  and  depths  it  was  their  wish  to  make  in- 
quisition: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  pret^ident  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requesird  to  furnish  Ibe  committee  with  copies  of  ail  ct)rrc;s 
pondfuce  between  the  pret^ident  of  the  liauli  or  any  of  its  of- 
ficers, ^vill)  members  of  ccmsress:  or  of  unanswered  letters  re- 
ceived from  one  of  tliem,  since  llie  Isl  day  of  July,  1832,  touch- 
ing the  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  bank,  the  removal  or  re- 
storation of  the  public  deposites,  or  touching  the  bus-iness  trans- 
actions of  such  members  with  llift  bnnk." 

And  the  "National  Gazette"  informs  ws  thai — 
On  Friday  last,  (lOih  iust.)  the  marshal  of  the  district  i^erved 
upon  the  president  and  directors  of  the  United  States  bank,  a 
eubpcena,  rfuces  tecum,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  hou.^e  of 
representativrs  of  the  United  States,  wh<  reto  was  appciiiled  a 
seal.  At  noon  on  Saturday,  the  directors  attended  at  Mrs. 
Yohe's,  the  North  American  hotel,  and  their  counsel,  J.  II. 
Ingcrsoll,  esq.  presented  to  tlie  investii!;ating  committee,  a  pro 
test  again.'^t  the  procedure.  We  understand  that  the  commillee 
then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Wa^^hinJ,'toM  city  on  Thursday  next. 
The  7/Ti7  which  the  marshal  served  upon  the  b.mk  directorr?, 
was  prhrted  at  Washington,  and  contained  an  order  to  examine 
into  the  affairs  of  the  bank;  but  in  the  blank  left  for  the  j-)lace 
at  which  the  committee  was  to  meet,  was  added  in  wrUing, 
an  order  for  the  dirm-tors  to  produce  the  credit  books  of  the  bank, 
shou-inq  the  indebtedness  of  indiriduals. 

The  books  of  the  bank,  it  appears,  were  to  be  de- 
posited in  an  hotel,  out  of  tlie  keeping  or  guardian- 
ship of  the  bank!  We  suppose  that  such  a  tiling  was 
ne\er  heard  of,  or  tliought  of,  before.  But  the  demand 
for  private  letters  of  members  of  congress  goes  far  be- 
yond that.  Both  demands  were,  of  course,  resisted.  It 
■was  impossible  that  tliey  could  be  complied  with;  and 
we  cannot  believe  that  either  of  the  committee  expect- 
ed that  they  would  be.  It  may  be,  thai  the  bank  has 
no  such  letters  from  members  of  congress — but  if  even 
so,  no  lionorahle  man,  we  think,  would  have  plead  the 
fact,  against  such  a  demand. 

The  following  gentlemen,  it  is  stated  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  are  said  to  have  been  nominated,  by  the 
presideid  of  the  United  States,,  to  the  senate,  to  be  gov- 
ernment directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the 
current  year,  viz:  Henrtj  Horn,  Roberts  Vai/x,  Charles 
McAllister,  of  Philadelphia;  Joseph  White,  of  Baltimore; 
and  Said  Alley,  of  New  York. 


A  new  bank  has  been  authorised  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
under  the  charge  of  seven  commissioners,  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  "Journal,"  are  all  office-holders — viz:  two 
postmasters,  one  Indian  agent,  one  collector  of  customs, 
one  surrogate  and  two  judges  of  county  courts.  The 
four  first,  we  suppose,  belong  to  the  United  States  '^'army 
of  FEDS.  "*  Tlie  profits  of  the  place  of  commissiontr  to 
w?aA:e  a  bank,  is  estimated  in  the  New  Yoik  papers,  at 
from  .500  to  1,000  dollars!  We  know  not  how  they  are 
realized. 

The  "New  York  American"  states  certain  things  in  re- 
lation to  the  legislative  operations  concerning  banks  at  the 
last  session,  which  are  well  calculated  to  surprise  us — 'yet 
being  local  in  their  character  we  shall  not  particularly 
notice  ihem.  But  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph are   matters  of  general  interest,  as  shewing  the  ar- 


rangement of  public  officers,  as  a  privileged  class,  separat- 
ed from  the  people,  and  entitled  to  the  "spoils." 

We  mentioned  in  the  last  Register  that  bills  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  refused  at  some  of  the 
offices  in  exchange  for  specie.  On  this  subject  the 
"Richmond  Whig"  of  the  9th  inst.  making  some  remarks- 
on  a  wholesale  article  from  the  Washington  "Globe"' 
says — 

Jt  is  a  fact  well  known  in  this  city,  and  we  appeal  to  the 
merchants  of  it,  and  even  to  the  directors  of  the  state  banks 
here,  for  the  truth  c^f  our  assertions,  that  the  United  States  bank 
i>ai  (bt borne  lo  draw  on  the  ftate  banks  for  balances  to  an  ex- 
tent which  would  a:?lonish  any  one  not  conversant  of  the  fact, 
that  It  is  tlie  direct  ir.lerest  of  the  United  States  bank,  to  sus- 
tain the  state  institutions,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power.  We 
know  the  I'act  to  he  so  in  this  city,  and  we  have,  in  the  absence 
of  all  oilier  testimony,  a  sufficient  guarantee  in  the  interest  of 
llie  hank,  that  such  is  the  fact  elsewhere.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed, that  a  t!alen)enl  made  by  the  Enquirer,  some  month  or 
Uiort-  ai40,  certainly  U'll  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting  the  U. 
Slates  bank,  that  the  branch  in  this  city  had  refused  to  give  its 
own  notes  for  specie.  This  we  know  to  be  true,  and  we  fur- 
ther know  that  the  otfioers  of  the  bank  have  uniformly  acted  in 
this  manner  and  tlie  reason  is  plain,  because  it  is  well  knowis 
such  is  the  demand  for  the  United  Stales  bank  notes,  (now  at 
a  premium  of  )^  to  2  per  cent.)  that  our  slate  banks  would 
quickly  be  drained  of  their  specie  if  the  United  Stales  banlc 
would  receive  it  on  deposite.  The  United  Slates  bank  avow* 
this  motive,  and  rl  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  we  have  been  pnljiely  furnished  wills 
the  following: 

Extract  from  a  letter  to  a  mercantile  house  in  this  crly,  from 
their  correspondent  in  Charleston,  dated  1st  May' 
"I  was  rather  surprised  to-day,  by  the  receipt  of  a  eommunj- 
cation  from  Mr.  Bacot,  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  at  this  placcy 
stating  that  no  more  bills  on  VirgitiKieoufd  be  negotiated  through 
that  olfice  for  the  present,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the 
mother  bank  to  that  ♦fleet.  On  asking  him  the  reason,  he  told 
me  that  funds  could  not  be  rpinitted  from  Norfolk  and  Rich- 
mond to  the  north,  without  bearing  hard  on  the  stale  banks, 
with  which  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  did  not  wish  to  com« 
in  contact." 

The  facts  here  .stated  are  in  exact  accordance  with  our 
rennarks.  The  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  we  said", 
"stands,  and  must  stand,  like  a  strong  man  armed,  between 
a  sound  currency  and  a  circulation  of  rag  money" — and, 
to  cany  out  its  own  purposes  and  preserve  its  owrj  inter- 
ests, stistains,  and  will  sustain,  all  the  local  banks  who 
have  "just  claims  to  a  liberal  support."  Specie,  per- 
haps, is  more  abundant  in  the  U.  States  at  present  than 
at  any  former  period,  but  more  of  it  is  needed  because  of 
the  diminished  confidence  of  the  people  in  paper  money 
— and,  as  a  general  cotifidence  declines,  the  U.  States 
bank  gathers  an  individual  stretigth.  Hundreds,  perhaps, 
we  might  say  thousands  of  new  accounts  have  been  open- 
ed in  this  bank  and  its  branches,  within  a  short  time  past 
— from  the  utter  inability  of  the  local  banks  to  afford  for- 
mer facilities  to  tiieir  customers;  for  the  reason,  perhaps, 
that  large  sums  are  "locked  up"  in  large  loans,  or  ac- 
coiTimodations,  made  some  time,  aiid prudently  then,  but 
which  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  retired,  or  made  available, 
in  the  present  general  derangement  of  monetary  matters. 


♦These  are  the  days  of  political  names!  The  "J.icksoiimen," 
and  "National  republicans,"  are  now  called  by  the  former  party 
♦'democrats"  and  "f(:-di>rnlists,"  and  by  the  latter  party  "tones" 
and  "whigs."  Hut  the  Jlarrisburnh  Intelligencer  has  raised  up 
a  third  p.irty,  calling  it  the  "Feds" — and  an  excellent  name  we 
think  that  it  u.  On  this  subjtict  the  "Intelligencer"  says — 
♦'There  is  a  party  in  the  United  State?!,  that  may  with  great 
propriety  be  called  '-^Feds;"  rioi  federalists,  A»r  federalists  are 
much  less  interested  men.  There  are  about  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand "FEDS"  in  the  United  States.  We  h;id  "i-Ws"  in  the 
tiui(!of  the  revoluticm — they  were;  sent  here  by  the  British  kir;g 
♦*lo  harras.s  our  people  and  eat  out  llu  ir  substance;"  and  they 
were,  right  or  wrong,  supported  by  the  lories.  A  "FcfZ"  is  a 
man  who  is/erJ  by  the  uovt-rnment,  and  some  of  the  "Feds"  of 
the  prt-sent  day,  are  well  fed;  all  of  whom,  as  in  the  time  of  the 
ri'volution,  are  supported,  right  or  wrong,  by  the  advocates  of 
power." 

'I'he  remarks,  however,  are  too  general.   There  are  many  ex 
cepii(uis  to  tlie  rule  laid  di>wn   by  the  "rnt<'lligencer" — a  good 
runny   public  ofhccrs,  who.  content  with  honestly  performing 
llit'ir  public  duijts.  have  tittle  time  to  .<i|),\rc,  or  wish  to  indulge 
tn  the  buyincEs  of  elections. 


Mr.  Rnsli  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  comrnittee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  (appointed  to  examine  into  the 
affairs  of  the  bank),  on  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation 
of  the  clerkship  to  which  they  had  appointed  him!  It  is 
published  in  the  "Pennsylvanian"  of  the  10th  instant. 

A  re|)ort  prevails  that  the  commiitee  have  censured 
Mr.  Jinsh,  by  a  resolution,  for  the  pidjlication  of  his  let- 
ter.    We  think  that  he  well  deserved  it. 

It  appears  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Ishmdhafi  sul> 
stantially  repassed  the  "perpetuation  act,"  as  it  is  called, 
which  was  repealed  to  make  Mr.  Potter  a  member  of  the 
U.  S.  senate,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Rnhhins!  Mr.  P.  is  a 
member  of  the  ]>rescnt  legislature  of  Rhode  Island.  We 
live  in  strange  times. 

X  "victory"  seems  to  have  been  claimed  in  this  state 
which  was  not  won.  Mr.  Francis,  the  anti-masonic  go- 
vernor, was  elected  hy  a  majority  of  150  votes,  being 
also  sup])Otted  by  the  Jackson  ])aily.  For  Mr.  F.  3,676 
— Mr.  Knight  3,520 — and  it  was  said  that  the  "ojiposi- 
tiou"  had  been  defeated  both  in  tite  election  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  repri'sentatives.  Hut  the  new  legislature 
was  convened  the  day  after  the  old  one  hat!  passed  the 
"perpetuation  act,"  as  above  stated,  and  passed  a  set  of 
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I'esolutioiis  against  tli«  removal  of  the  deposiles  and  in 
favor  of  a  bank,  &c.  as  inserted  in  a  subsequent  page — 
the  resolution  concernlMg  the  latter  being-  passed  Uy  a 
majority  of  46 — a  great  one,  indeed,  if  tlie  legislature 
consists  of  only  7*i  members  as  we  see  it  slated  in  the 
papers,  for  the  vote  must  Iiave  been  59  to  13.  Were  all 
these  "bought  up  by  the  bank?"' — and  the  governor  also, 
who  Is  said  to  hold  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tions! 

[It  appears  by  a  subsequent  statement,  tliat  the  resolu- 
tions above  alluded  to  only  passed  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  that  the  senate  refused  to  concur,  notwith- 
standing gov.  Francis  used  all  the  influence  that  he  pos- 
sessed to  bring  about  a  concurrence.  Shall  we  call  this 
senate  "factious,"  and  say  "down  with  iti"'  No— 'but  is 
it  not  as  "factious"  as  the  senate  at  Washington,  a7id 
placed  in  precisely  the  same  relation^  though  on  opposing 
points?] 

The  grand  lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  surrendered  its 
charter,  and  so  have  been  the  charters  of  many  subordi- 
nate lodges.  The  same  things  have  happened  in  other 
states.  In  this  season  of  peril,  we  have  other  things  to 
think  of  than  speculative  masonry,  or  political  anti-ma- 
sonry. If  either  offend,  or  stand  in  the  way  of  the  pub- 
lie  prosperity  and  public  peace,  let  either,  or  both,  be 
buried,  with  the  chariot  wheels  of  Pharnah,  in  the  Red 
Sea!  To  effect  tliis,  however,  moderation  and  liberality, 
•witii  justice,  must  be  exerted  by  both  parties.  Reason 
■will  accomplish  what  force  may  attempt  in  vain. 

There  has  been  much  excitement  in  Boston  for  some 
months  past,  on  account  of  a  report  that  a  "figure  head" 
of  president  Jackso7i  was  to  be  placed  on  the  bows  of  the 
Constitntion  frigate.  It  was,  at  length,  ascertained  that 
such  a  head  had  been  pre]iared  by  com.  Elliott — but  it 
thereafter  appeared  that  the  design  of  setting  it  up  was 
abandoned,  when  many  publications  on  the  subject  had 
been  made.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  such  a  figure- 
head was  placed  on  the  bows  of  the  Constitution,  about 
two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

This  proceeding  has  elicited  mttch  feeling — and,  iii- 
dependent  oi' political  sentiments  involved,  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  bows  of  a  national  ship  tlie  head  of 
any  living  person,  is  earnestly  questioned.  We  always 
thought  it  wrong  that  one  of  said  ships  was  named  after 
a  then  president  of  the  United  States — the  "John 
Adams" — for  we  would  not  build  up  such  monuments  to 
the  living;  and  we  think  that  there  are  also  other  reasons 
why  such  things  should  not  be  allowed,  and  especially  in 
this — that  710  public  man  escapes  the  prejudice  or  cen- 
sure of  some  portion  of  the  people,  while  on  this  tiieatre 
of  action;  and  it  has  been  the  happy  lot  of  tew,  indeed,  to 
pass  into  history  with  names  so  pure  as  those  of  Wasii- 
IXOTOX  and  FiiAXKLiJf,  after  whom  two  siiips  of  the  line 
are  worthily  called.  And  besides,  to  prevent  the  perpe- 
tuation of  unworthy  names — (for  some  wlio  have  stood 
highest  in  tlie  public  favor  have  been  handed  over  to  the 
public  execration,  and  others  will  be),  a  rule  was  estab- 
lished as  to  the  naming  of  our  vessels  of  war,  ships  of 
the  line  to  be  called  after  the  states,  frigates  after  rivers, 
and  sloops  after  cities  or  towns.  This  was  a  wholesome 
provision,  and,  if  carried  out  in  its  whole  extent  and  spi- 
rit, may  forbid  unpleasant  occurrences,  in  future  times — ■ 
for  it  would  be  a  very  awkward  thing  to  make  7i  formal 
change  of  the  name  of  a  public  ship,  or  to  direct  that  she 
should  be  divested  of  some  particular  ornament. 

These  remarks  have  only  a  general  application,  and 
we  think  that  every  reflecting  person  must  see  the  pro- 
priety of  them.  But  with  respect  to  the  CoNSTlTUTlox 
trigate,  she  ought  to  remain,  and  be  preserved,  r.s  a  na- 
^i07m^  concern,  forages,  if  jiossible,  and  just  as  she  was 
•when  she  met  and  humbled  the  British  Warrior^  [Guer- 
riere],  in  perpetual  remembrance  of  that  and  other  "tri- 
umphs on  the  ocean." 

Another  earnest  attempt  is  making  at  Boston  to  com- 
plete the  Bualier  Hill  Monument — the  progress  of  which 
was  sometime  ago  arrested  by  the  withering  blast  of  des* 
picable  party  politics. 

At  the  late  election  in  Connecticut  no  choice  of  gover- 
nor was  made,  three  candidates  being  supported  by  three 


<Iifterent  parties;  but  the  legislature  having  convened, 
Mr.  Foot,  who  had  much  the  highest  \ote  ot  the  people, 
was  elected — for  Mr.  Foot,  the"  "wliig"  candidate  1.34, 
Mr.  Edwards  (Jackson)  70,  scattering  3.  Anti-JackKou 
majority  81,  And  then  a  salute  of  lUU  gur.s  was  fired  at 
New  Haven. 

A  business-member  of  tlic  house  of  representatives  is 
tlms  lost  to  the  ])eople  of  the  U,  S.  and  we  hnve  few  of 
them  to  si)ar(?.  But  we  fear  the  loss  of  another  such  from 
the  same  state,  who  will  probably  be  appointed  its  chief 
justice. 

In  Connecticut,  it  was  some  time  since  said,  that  a 
"healthy  m.'ijority,"  through  the  'Uiidofthegiiieval  ga- 
ver?i?nent'^  might  beex|)ected;  and,  as  Icsiding  to  it,  there 
was  nearly  a  complete  "reform"  of  the  officeis  of  the  L. 
States  located  within  it. 

The  city  of  New  York  is  exceedingly  unfortujate  by 
fires.  Since  the  de.strucrion  of  the  Phenix  BuiMiiij^s  on 
the  29th  ult.  otlier  extensive  ranges  of  stores  a. if'  houscj 
have  been  destroyed.  A  full  supply  of  water  ought  to  be 
obtained — if  possible. 

The  New  York  American  of  the  IStli  inst.  says— 
We  have  it  from  undoubted  authority,  that  idler  12 
o'clock  this  day,  when  two  new  shipi;  art-  to  be  launcli- 
ed,  there  will  not  be  on  the  stocks  in  any  ship  3  aid  in 
New  York,  a  single  vessel  of  any  sort  building.  This 
we  take  to  be  an  indication  more  decisive  than  any  other 
single  one,  of  the  baleful  effects  of  that  "expeiiment" 
which  has  caused,  is  causing,  and  will  until  it  ib  aiie.<*t- 
ed,  continue  to  cause,  commerce  and  cretlil  to  perish. 
At  no  period,  we  presume,  since  the  embargo  of  18C'7, 
bus  such  a  state  of  things,  in  regard  to  ship  building,  ex- 
isted in  this  city. 

A  new  daily  paper  called  '■'■The  Times^''  has  appeared 
in  New  York,  and  taken  the  place  of  the  "Standard" 
lately  deceased. 

The  "Times"  of  Monday  last  has  a  lofty  account  of 
the  i-eception  of  Mr.  Latvrence^  the  new  mayor,  tlic  pre- 
ceding Saturday,  and  details  the  various  honors  and  com- 
pliments j)ai(l  10  him,  and  especially  desciibes  the  orna- 
mented steamboat  Independence,  in  which  he  was  con- 
veyed from  South  Amboy  to  New  Yoi-k,  wliich  among 
other  things  displayed  a  broad  white  flag  beaiing  the 
motto — • 

"The  constitution  is  safe 
For  Jackson  is  the  pii.or;" 

and  gives  a  relation  of  the  ceremonit  s,  the  cheerings  of 
the  people,  and  the  salutes  of  cannon  fiied  on  the  occa- 
sion'— the  proces.sion  to  the  Park,  and  reception  in  ihe 
governor's  room  in  the  City  Hall,  kc.  '^I'lie  "ojiposition" 
papers  speak  of  this  matter  as  a  complete  failnie,  in  all 
its  parts — they  say  that  the  procession  cont:iined  only  59U 
persons,  "duly  counted,"  who  dwindled  down  to  SOU  be- 
fore they  reached  the  Park — that  the  houses  on  Bi-oad- 
way  were  closed,  the  ladies  refusing  to  appear  at  the 
windows,  &cc.     And  the  "American"  says — • 

"One  more  incident  connected  with  this  celebration!  we 
must  add — ihe  rattier,  as  we  witnessed  it  oiiririelve?. 

"On  the  return  to  South  Amboy  of  tlie  Indepniiderice  to  ri'- 
ceive  liie  passengers  from  Phitadelpiiia  by  Hie  10  oV  lock  line— 
who  were  already  on  the  wharf,  and  waiting  with  smut;  iinpa 
tience  for  tlie  boat — a  white  flag,  with  the  legend,  "Tlif  cons-ti 
tution  is  safe,  for  Jackson  is  the  pilot,"  was  deeciipd.  Aery 
of  "Down  with  that  flag!"  iiistaiilly  arose,  wliicli.  as  tlnr  lioat 
came  to  the  wharf,  become  more  earnest.  The  capt.iin  ^nid  it 
should  be  hauled  down  as  soon  as  possible.  In  ntl'inpting  it, 
however,  the  violence  of  the  wind  liaving  iwistrd  \\)^  fl,.g 
around  the  stnft",  the  halyards  broke.  Meantime  all  the  p:ta.-eij- 
gers,  to  the  number  probably  of  a  hundred,  remained  drawn  up 
on  the  wharf,  declaring  that  they  would  not  set  a  foot  on  bnaid 
the  boat  till  the  offVnsive  emblem  was  removed.  A  vnjce  tlun 
cried  out  "all  that  are  in  favor  of  that  flag  being  pnll.-d  dov\  n 
say  aye."  A  shout  ensued  which  did  indeed  make  "th*'  liill-"  "f 
Jersey"  ring.  The  contrary — no — and  not  a  solitary  voict-  \*  ;iji 
raised!  Immediately  one  of  the  hand*  of  the  bo;U  climlK  d  the 
fla2  stafl^,  while  others-  took  boat  hooks,  nnd  in  tatltrs  tlic  ban- 
ner was  soon  torn  down.  Three  hearty  cheers  greeted  its  d«. 
scent,  and  then  all  were  soon  under  way  in  the  Jt7(/c;)fjuir»jce, 
with  the  broad  flag  of  the  union  only  flying  above  them,  iind  no 
man's  private  sitrnal  to  mark  them  as  slaves. 

"We  add,  le.-;l  it  might  be  conjectured  that  personally  we  had 
some  agency  in  brincint;  it  about,  that  we  were  during  liie  whole 
of  it  a  silent  and  passive,  though  not  ungratified,  spectator." 
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[We  have  ohiiterated  two  hard  words,  and  also  struck 
.out  a  brief  par^grapli  not  necessary,  in  our  opinion,  to 
a  correct  judgment  ol' the  chariicter  ofthe  incident  slated.] 

The  new  city  councils  were  organised  on  'l\iesdav. 
James  jyionroe  was  clioimn  president  of  tiie  board  of  al- 
dermen, 10  to  5;  and  George  H\  Jiruen  president  of  the 
board  of  assistant  aldermen,  8  to  6.  They  are  both  oi 
the  party  called  "whigs." 

The  Albany  election  for  supervisors,  &c.  resulted  as 
follows: 
Wards.  Jackson.  Jlnti-Juckson. 

1  St 404 609 

2d 37' 460 

3d 117 202 

4ih 419 479 

5th 256 298 

The  latter  party  having  a  majority  in  every  ward. 

There  is  to  be  a  public  festival  at  Albany  to  celebrate 
this"'gI\iT'ious  victory"  of  the  "whigs,"  as  the  anti-Jack- 
son jjaf'ty  call  themselves,  and  no  doubt  there  will  be 
grand  salutes  of  artillery.  The  election  in  the  city  of 
New  York  has  caused  no  small  consumption  of  gunpow- 
der, at  various  places! 

The  anti-Jacksonians  of  New  York  are  also  loudly  ex- 
ulting at  their  victories  won  at  Syracuse,  Auburn',  &c. 
and  we  notice  that  a  meeting  is  called  at  Ithaca,  by  the 
signatures  of  fifteen  i)undred  persons.  It  is  apparent  that 
a  great  cbange  has  been  effected  in  the  political  opinions 
of  the  people  of  this  state,  or  else  that  there  is  a  new  zeal 
to  give  them  effect,  A  convention  has  been  called  with 
a  view  to  unite  all  the  elements  of  the  "opposition." 
The  "Jackson  and  Van  Buren'  party  is  also  rallying  its 
strength — and,  tlirough  its  organization  and  numbers,  is 
very  powerful. 

The  charter  election  of  the  city  of  Troy  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  and,  according  to  the  private  advices  of 
,%be  N.  Y.  Commercial,  resulted  in  giving  to  the  anti- 
Jackson  party  a  majority  of  635,  being  an  increase  of  550 
since  the  election  of  1832. 

The  charter  election  of  the  city  of  A'^eiv  Brunswick, 
/^eiv  Jersey,  took  place  on  Monday  last,  and  the  whole 
;tnLi-Jackson  ticket  for  common  council  and  town  clerk, 
was  carried  by  a  small  majority. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  anti-Jackson  majority  in  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  is  from  25  to  30.  Preparations 
are  making  for  a  general  jubilee  throughout  the  state. 

It  is  said  that  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  western 
Pennsylvania  was  convened  at  Pittsburgh  on  the  6th  inst. 
-"to  celebrate  the  victory  of  the  whigs  at  New  York." 
jGen.  JMarks  presided  over  the  ceremonies  and  over  the 
least,  supported  by  many  vice  presidents,  &c.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  speaking,  and  much  eating,  and  drink- 
ing of, toasts^  and,  on  motion  oi  Benjamin  Bakeivell,  the 
meeting  then  adopted  their  congressional  and  legislative 
ticket,  Mr.  Bemiy  being  nominated  for  re-election  to 
congress.  They  also  appointed  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion that  is  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh  on  the  27th  inst. 

The  first  resolqtion  may  show  the  character  of  tliis 
meeting — as  folio wjs: 

Resolved,  That  this  ni(»eting  do  reaffirm  llie  solemn  judgment 
of  tlie  <\inerican  senate,  "thaitlie  president  of  the  U.  Slates,  in 
theJate  executive  proceedinKsiu  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
lias  ."vssumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by.llie  constitution  and  laws,  hut  in  derogation  of  both." 

The  number  present  were  computed  at  from  six  to 
eiglitt  thousand.  Several  salutes  of  cannon  were  fired 
during  the  day.  A  salute  of  100  guns  was  fired  at  Cin- 
cinnat;i  on  the  same  occasion.  Another  account  says  that 
one  hundred  and  fifly  guns  M'ere  fired  in  consequence  of 
an  attempt  to  prevent  the  firing  of  100,  by  removing  the 
deposite  of  powder,  and  spiking  the  camion  that  were  set 
.aside  for  the  salute.  A  great  meeting  of  the  people  was 
also  heUl  in  this  city  to  celebrate  the  "victory"  at  New 
York. 

The  "Haltimore  Republican"  of  Saturday  last  has  the 
following: 

(^i^MtcnUon'.!!  Tliose  young  men  of  Baltimore,  who  are 
,\vilh»jj  to  picdjjc  l,ifc,  fortune  and  sacred  honor,  in  the  support 


of  their  patriotic  chief  magistrate,  against  the  lawless  course  of  a 
FACTIOUS  SENATE,  are  requested  to  assemble  on  Thursday 
ev.niiig  ne-Kt,  the  15th  inst.  at  i  past  7  o'clock,  at  the  Colum- 
bian Gardens.  The  object  of  ilie  meeting  will  be  explained,  in 
an  aiiilress  from  u  fiiend  to  the  cause  (j(  equal  rights  and  univer- 
sal suffrage. 

A  Boston  paper  of  April  29,  says—- 

The  Northampton  broadcloths,  to  bo  sold  at  Quincy  Hall,  to- 
morrow, were  opened  for  exhibition  to  day,  and  may  be  exam- 
ined until  the  conuuencement  of  the  sale.  We  never  witnessed 
a  more  gratifying  exhibition,  nor  one  that  made  us  feel  prouder 
of  New  England.  There  are  six  hundred  pieces  of  broadcloths, 
handsomely  displayed  on  tables  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  giving 
every  opportunity  for  minute  examination.  The  first  thing  that 
strikes  the  eye  is  the  richness  and  diversity  of  colors — corres- 
ponding to  the  fineness  of  fabric,  softness,  firmness,  and  finish, 
of  the  cloths. 

Tlie  cloths  were  sold  the  next  day — and  it  is  said 
"The  prices  obtained  were  at  least  equal  to  what  might 
have  been  anticipated,  from  the  recent  stagnation  in  bu- 
siness of  all  kinds." 

There  has  been  considerable  agitation  at  Nevr  York,  in 
consequence  of  some  apparently  violent  proceedings  of 
the  anti-slavery  society  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  Colo- 
nization society.  Multitudes  have  assembled  to  hear  cer- 
tain examinations  and  discussions.  The  abolitionisls  seem 
to  be  in  a  very  small  minority,  but  are  resolute  and 
thorough-going.  Mr.  Noah  congratulates  the  people  of 
the  south,  that  all  the  fighting  about  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves  is  to  be  done  north  of  Mason  and  Dickson's 
line! 

Large  additions  have  been  made  at  Saratoga,  for  the 
accommodation  of  visiters  in  the  ensuing  season .  It  needs 
not  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  say,  that  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  will  much  diminish  the  deposites  of 
trangers  at  Saratoga. 

Some  generous  individuals  at  Philadelphia  are  making 
considerable  exertions  to  obtain  contributions  for  the  pre- 
sent relief  of  the  Polish  exiles  arrived  at  N.  York,  They 
have  been  sent  to  us  at  an  unhappy  season.  Few  that  are 
both  able  and  willing  to  assist  the  distressed,  have  not  a 
suflSciency  of  calls  or  demands  upon  both;  but  a  trifle  frpm 
many  to  these  few  strangers  would  render  good  service 
to  them,  and  evince  a  national  feeling  that  we  might  have 
a  just  pride  in. 

At  a  meeting,  on  Monday,  the  5th  inst.  of  the  board  of 
directors,  .lames  Hoivard,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore,  in  the  place 
of  Philip  JVloore,  deceased. 

There  are  again  strong  reports  that  Mr.  JMcLane  is 
about  to  resign  the  place  of  secretary  of  state,  and  credit 
seems  given  to  them.  Such  reports  ought  not  to  be  start- 
ed on  slight  grounds;  but  in  times  of  excitement,  the  peo- 
ple are  always  rife  for  them. 

The  "Telegraph"  says  that  the  "Globe"  calls  Mr. 
Duane  an  "upstart" — but  the  former  adds  "Mr.  D.  has 
the  advantage  of  education  and  we  know  who  his  father 


Away  at  St.  Lotas,  the  following  were  the  rates  of  ex- 
change of  the  bank  notes  named  for  those  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  a  few  days  ago: 
Louisville  Union  bank  5  per  cent  discount. 

Virginia  bank  notes  10        "  " 

Ohio  banks  8  a  10        "  " 

New  York  safety  fund  notes  10       "  " 

The  business  of  robbing  houses  and  stores  and  of  pick- 
ing pockets,  and  in  general  of  removing  private  deposites, 
without  assigning  any  reasons  for  so  doing,  is  verylively ! 
The  chief  operators  are  foreigners,  recently  arrived  in 
this  "land  of  liberty;"  but'some  of  them  are  cruelly  used ! 
Instead  of  being  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  explore 
the  country  which  they  have  adopted,  many  of  them  are 
seized  and  shut  up  in  the  penitentiaries,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  labor.  We  do  not  know  why  it  is-— but,  cer- 
taiidy,  depredations  on  property  iiave  rapidly  increased, 
witlun  a  short  time  past — the  principal  actors  being  asso- 
ciated villains  from  the  British  islands.     We  are  glad, 


NILES'  REGISTER— MAY   17,  18  34— MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 


191 


however,  to  observe  that  four  murderers,  who  had  actu- 
ally embarked  for  the  United  States,  were  arrested  at 
Liverpool,  and  carried  bsvnk  to  Dublin,  a  sliort  time  ago. 

Canada  Is  much  agitated.  Politics  run  high.  The  na- 
tive population,  [French]  against  those  of  the  British 
islands,  the  United  States,  &c.  Social  communications 
between  persons  of  the  adverse  parties  seem  to  be  nearly 
at  an  end.  In  Lower  Canada  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
people  are  Canadians  proper — that  is,  descendants  of  the 
original  French  settlers. 

Mr.  Macadam,  the  celebrated  road  maker,  has  been 
knighted  by  the  king  of  England.  He  would  not  find 
much  favor  at  Washington,  on  a  windy  day!  Tl»e 
Pennsylvania  avenue  is  among  the  most  beautiful  roads 
that  have  ever  been  made,  in  wet  weather — but  "awfi/1" 
in  dry  and  blowing  weather;  almost  impassable,  at  times, 
from  the  clouds  of  sharp  stones,  which  now  supply  the 
place  of  its  former  more  honest  dust — which,  indeed,  was 
often  abundant! 

The  Madrid  Revista  Espagnola,  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
states,  that  in  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  assassinate 
the  commandant  general  of  Murcia,  that  officer  issued 
the  following  extraordinary  proclamation,  dated  March 
19: 

*'The  criminal  attempt  to  assassinate  me  in  my  own  house 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  although  not  effected,  calls  for  pre- 
cautionary measures,  consequently,  if  a  similar  attempt  be 
made  on  any  of  the  authorities  appointed  by  the  queen,  or  even 
against  any  person  attached  to  her  cause,  I  will  immediately 
imprison  30  persons,  taken  from  those  most  known  for  their 
enmity  to  the  government  of  her  majesty,  and,  after  summary 
trial,  I  will  cause  four  of  them  to  be  shot,  and  the  rest  trans- 
ported to  the  colonies,  whatever  their  station  in  society  may 
\>e.  (Signed)  Pedro  Ramies." 

The  cdrrency  and  the  times,  &c.  The  following  were 
the  rates  at  New  York  on  the  10th  instant,  of  the  notes  ol  banks 
regarded  solvent. 

United  States  bank  and  all  its  branches,  par.  All  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Mas.<;achusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
and  Vermont,  with  two  or  throe  exceptions  only  |  per  cent, 
dis.  New  York  city  banks,  par,  with  many  of  those  in  the  in- 
terior— some  at  a  per  cent.  dis.  but  the  safety  fund  banks  gene- 
rally at  1  discount,  two  or  three  at  1^.  New  Jersey,  some  at 
par  others  generally  from  1  to  1^  dis.  Pennsylvania — Piiiladel- 
phia  i — country  banks  from  1  to  2,  a  few  at  5  dis.  Delaware  2. 
Maryland — Baltimore  1 — country  notes  2  to  4  dis.  Virginia  from 
3  to  5.  District  of  Columbia  2i.  Ohio,  generally,  5.  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  5.  Tennessee,  Loui- 
siana, Alabama  and  Mississippi  10  dis.  Michigan  2^.  Canada 
3i  to6. 

The  uniformly  good  credit  of  the  numerous  banks  in  New 
England,  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  in  this  season  of  pressure. 
The  credit  of  the  "safety  fund"  hanks  has  also  rallied. 

miscellaneous  items. 
On  the  8th  inst.  a  great  crowd  was  collected  in  the  new  Ro- 
man Catholic  church  at  New  Haven,  Con.  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony of  its  consecration  by  the  bishop,  when  thegallary  across 
the  front  end  of  the  house  gave  way,  breaking  in  the  middle, 
and  precipitating  many  persons.  Only  one  was  killed  on  the 
spot,  but  two  or  three  others  died  soon  after,  and  several  others 
were  fearfully  mangled. 

The  ship  Ceres  sailed  from  Wilmington,  Delaware,  last  week, 
on  a  three  years'  whaling  voyage  to  the  Pacific.  She  has  been 
purchased  and  completely  fitted  for  this  service  by  the  whaling 
company  recently  formed  in  that  town. 

It  is  said  that  the  late  severe  frosts  have  been  very  injurious 
to  the  growing  cotton  crops  of  Tennessee. 

The  gross  amount  of  tolls  collected  on  the  Erie  canal  in  the 
last  month  was  $91,930  compared  with  $88,606  collected  in  the 
same  month  last  year.  The  reduction  of  the  tolls  is  said  to  be  a 
a  fair  offset  for  the  5  days  gained  to  the  navigation  this  year, 
by  the  opening  of  the  canal. 

A  straw  factory  near  Boston  yet  employs  between  150  and 
200  persons,  chiefly  females  in  weaving  straw,  by  hand  looms, 
&c.  after  the  manner  of  what  is  called  the  Tuscany,  as  imported 
from  the  Mediterranean.  We  hope  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  the  chief  part  of  the  Thtscany  bonnets  used  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  made  in  New  England,  will  not  render  them  less 
fashionable  than  they  have  been;  but  the  much  reduced  price 
has  already  caused  this  beautiful  manufacture  to  be  rejected  by 
come,  who  will  not  wear  any  thing  that  is  common. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Grennell,  of  Massachusetts,  in  crossing  the 
bridge  over  the  basin,  near  the  Centre  market  house,  on  Sun- 
day the  4tb  instant,  learned  from  some  boys  that  a  negro  lad  had 


fallen  into  the  basin,  aud  sunk,  come  ntinuleti  belure.  Findins; 
any  other  means  of  recovering  the  body  hopeless,  he  threw  off 
his  coat,  and  plunged  into  the  water,  (about  eight  feet  deep), 
and,  after  going  down  once  or  twice  inelfectually,  at  last  found 
the  body,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  wharf,  to  all  appearance  dead. 
After  a  short  time,  however,  he  had  the  happiness  to  perceive 
that  his  eflbrls,  and  the  risk  he  incurred,  had  not  been  in  vain. 
The  lad  gradually  recovered.  [Nat.  IiU, 

The  fisheries  on  the  Potomac  have  been  unusually  successful 
the  present  season.  The  Alexandria  Gazette  says  "somewhere 
about  the  middle  of  this  month,  at  a  fishery  14  miles  below 
Green  way,  at  one  haul,  a  million  and  a  half  of  herring,  and  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  hundred  shad,  were  taken!  On  the  28lh 
April,  in  like  manner,  were  caught  eleven  thoitsand  shad  at  the 
same  landing! 

l^he  scarlet  fever  is  making  dreadful  ravages  in  some  parts  of 
South  Carolina. 

Polari,  who  was  arrested  at  N.  York,  for  stealing  the  jewels  of 
the  princess  of  Orange,  and  carried  to  liotlaiid,  was  executed 
at  the  Hague  on  the  2d  April  last. 

Several  negro  t/aders  have  been  recently  put  to  death  by  the 
commodities  in  which  they  dealt. 

The  Salem  Gazette  says — We  were  struck  a  few  days  ago, 
with  the  enormous  size  of  some  ladies'  combs  standing  in  our 
neighbor  Lakeman's  window.  On  inquiry,  we  found  they  were 
destined  for  the  South  American  market,  where  they  are  ac- 
tually worn  by  the  ladies,  aliiioujih  the  rim  is  from  two  to  two 
and  a  half  feet  in  breadth,  and  six  or  eight  inches  high.  They 
are  made  of  horn,  in  Newburyport,  elegantly  finished,  and  very 
handsome,  notwithstanding  the  vulgur  material  of  which  they 
were  con)posed. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  on  the 
22d  ult.  having,  in  a  gale  thrown  over  eigiil  guns,  and  lust  her 
boats. 

In  Paris,  with  a  population  of  935,000  there  are  925  physi- 
cians; in  Berlin,  with  a  population  of  2'I9,000,  there  are  174;  in 
London,  with  a  population  of  1,. 500,000,  only  203;  in  Boston, 
with  a  population  of  71,000,  there  are  75;  in  New  York,  which 
is  estimated  at  250,000  we  have  530. 

The  following  account  of  a  "rail  road  accident,"  is  copied 
from  a  Philadelpiiia  paper  of  May  7 — 

"An  accident  occurred  on  the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road 
yesterBay,  which  detained  the  cars  for  about  forty-five  minutes; 
but  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  no  person  was  injured.  It  appears 
that  as  the  engine  from  Amboy  was  proceeding  along  the  road 
at  the  rate  of  about  fifteen  miles  an  hour,  it  came  suddenly  in 
contact  with  anotlier  engine  from  this  end  of  the  road,  which 
was  also  proceeding  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  The  concussion  took 
place  just  at  a  turn  of  the  road,  and  thus  prevented  the  engi- 
neers of  the  different  engines  from  seeing  eacii  other  until  the 
engines  were  within  a  few  yards  of  meeting.  The  coHCUssion 
was  very  great,  and  both  engines  were  materially  injured. 
That  from  the  Camden  end  of  the  road  was  unattended  by  a 
train  of  cars.  The  passengers  in  the  cars  aftaciied  to  thff  other 
were  for  a  few  minutes  considerably  alarmed.  It  was  certain- 
ly imprudent  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the  engine  from 
this  end  of  the  line,  to  proceed  on  the  road,  and  at  a  rapid  rate, 
when  the  cars  from  the  other  end  were  expected." 

Should  this  be  called  by  the  soft  name  of  an  "accident?" 
Had  a  person  been  killed,  what  jury  would  not  have  found  the 
conductor  of  the  locomotive  (without  the  train)  guilty  of  mur- 
der, or,  at  least,  of  manslaughter?  There  is  no  excuse  for  an 
act  like  this,  and  such  acts  must  be  punished. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  says — a  female  mule  belonging  to  a  gen- 
tleman in  Suffolk,  lately  brought  forth  a  colt!  This  is  the  first 
case  of  the  kind  we  ever  heard  of,  and  the  general  belief  has 
been  that  this  mixed  generation  of  animals  was  incapable  of  re- 
production. 

Cargoes  of  ice,  from  the  North  sea  for  London,  are  expected 
to  prove  profitable  investments.  One  already  had  been  entered 
at  the  custom  house  at  the  value  of  £80. 

There  are  15  large  steam  packets  on  lake  Ontario,  and  thers 
are  30  on  lake  Erie,  besides  150  schooners. 

Several  persons  convicted  of  arson  in  the  aericultural  dis- 
tricts of  England,  have  been  left  for  execution,  according  to 
sentence. 

Out  of  twenty  persons  composing  the  select  vestry  of  Mor- 
peth, (Eng.)  one  is  a  brewer,  four  are  publicans,  two  are  beer- 
shop  keepers,  two  are  brewers'  clerks,  and  one  a  porter-seller, 
and  the  mother  of  one,  the  wife  of  another,  and  the  uncles, 
aunts  and  cousins  of  another,  are  parish  paupers. 

In  a  work  lately  published  by  a  Spaniard,  there  is  a  compari- 
son between  the  produce  of  the  gold  and  silver  mines  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  coal  mines  in  England,  from  wliich  it  appears  that 
the  gross  value  of  the  anuual  produce  of  the  coal  mines,  which 
is  18,000,000  tons,  amounts  to  450,000,000  francs,  including  the 
wages  and  other  charges;  whilst  the  produce  of  the  gold  and 
silver  mines,  including  the  same  charges,  is  only  2Q0,.500,00O 
fraucs;  showing  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  coal  mines  of  Eng- 
land, over  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the  new  world,  of  no 
less  a  sum  than  227.500,000  franca. 
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The  Baltimore  G.iz<;lle  of  May9  say? — Yesterday  some  flsli- 
erujfu  ai  Ciirpentur's  Puiiit,  look  ui  n.  jiitigle  hau\,  upwards  of 
ei^hl  hundred  rock  fish,  of  ihe  largest  size  we  ever  saw.  Some 
of  Ilium  weiglied  upwards  of  100  pounds,  and  thp.  niott  of  thtisn 
riverai^ed  between  50  and  100  U)s.  They  were  seilini;  tliis  morn  - 
ing  in  markttt,  at  from  50  cents  to  one  dollar  for  ilie  largest,  say 
one  cent  a  pound  for  such  fi<<h  as  this! 

— "  •"+9  ®  ®+«i~. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  9.  Mr.  Kuight  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  9,338 
mechanics  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  restoration 
of  tlie  depositesj  wliich  was  read,  referred,  Stc. 

The  bill  malting  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
1634,  was  read  liie  tiiird  lime,  on  motion  of  Mr.  fl^efisfer,  amend- 
ed and  passed. 

The  hill  for  the  continuation  of  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland 
road  was  read  tiie  third  time  and. passed. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  department  of  state, 
stating  that  the  publication  of  the'diplornalic  correspondence  of 
tlie  United  Stales,  fiom  1783  to  1789,  had  been  completed  and 
published. 

Mr.  Clayton  reported  tiie  bill  to  r(>vive  and  amend  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors,  with  aiiK.iiUiiieiits; 

Also  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States;  which  latter 
bill  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorising  the  admission  of  the  territories  of  Miclii- 
gan  and  Arkansas  into  the  union  as  states,  was  taken  up;  and 
after  a  speech  from  Mr.  Tipton  in  favor  of  the  bill, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  liie  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  bill  making  a  dotiatiou  of  land  to  the  Polish  exiles  was 
taken  up,  amended  st)  as  to  give  to  each  settler  five  hundred 
instead  of  three  hundred  acres,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  to  extend  the  commissions  under  the  treaty  with 
France  and  with  Naples,  and  the  bill  to  equalise  the  represen 
taiion  in  the  legislative  council  of  Florida,  were  severally  read 
the  first  aHd  second  time  and  referred  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees.   The  senate  adjourned. 

M<iy  12.  Memorials  were  presented  in  favor  of  the  restora- 
tion of  ihe  deposites,  &,c.  by  Mr.  Webster,  from  Rochester,  sign- 
ed by  1,371  persons;  by  the  same  from  citizens  of  Mifflin  coun- 
ty, Pa.  by  the  same  from  nearly  400  citizens  of  Detroit.  Mr. 
McKean  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  public  distress, 
the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  finances  of  the  country  generally,  from  Chester, 
Cumberland  and  Luzerne  counties.  Pa.  ail  which  were  read, 
referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  memorials  from  Warren  and  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.  approving  the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  in  relation  to  the  pul-dic  finances — read,  referred,  &c. 
Mr.  Cliiy  was  elected  a  member  of  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Rives. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  from  the  other  house,  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  committed  against  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and 

The  bill  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Polish  exiles,  were 
respectively  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Waggaman  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question, 
and  they  having  baen  ordered,  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay.  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore, 
Morris,  Naudain,  Poindcxfcr,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Silsbec,  Smith,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wilkins— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Robinson,  Shoplcy,  Swift,  Tyler, 
WaKgaman,  White,  Wrigiit— 14. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  concurrence. 

The  report  on  the  Rhode  Island  election  of  senator,  was  taken 
up  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  judiciary 
committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  pension  agency,  when 

Mr.  Cfai/'on,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to  amRnd  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  by  adding  the  tollowing  words:  "except 
when  specially  authorised  to  do  so  by  act  of  congress." 
So  that  the  resolution  niay  read — 

"iletoZrcflt,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in 
appointing  pension  agents  in  ai:y  state  or  territory  where  the 
^ank  of  the  United  States  or  one  of  its  branches  has  been  es- 
lablished,  except  when  specially  authorised  to  do  so  by  act  of 
congress." 

The  amendment  having  been  agreed  to — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 

The  resolution  authorising  the  purcliase  of  thirteen  copies  of 
American  state  papers,  now  in  progress  of  publication  by  Gales 
&  Seaton,wa9  talten  np,and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid 
rending  by  a  vote  of  20  to  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiiirfe.rtcr,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to 
^lic  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  being  engag- 


ed therein  some  time,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  the  senate 
adjourned. 

May  13.  Memorials,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the 
doposiles,  were  presented  by  Mr.  McKean  from  a  numerous 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Adams  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Frelinghuysert 
from  300  citizens  of  Morris  county,  from  241  citizens  ot''  Eliza- 
hetlitovvn,  from  201  citizens  of  Livington,  and  from  100 citizens 
of  Union  township,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  McKeart 
from  850  citizens  of  Adams  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Tyler  from  425" 
citizens  of  Norfolk  county,  Va.;  by  Sir.  Ewing  from'a  large  nunrr- 
ber  of  the  citizens  of  Licking  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Silsbee  from 
4,600  citizens  of  the  third  congressional  district  of  Massachu- 
setts; all  which  were  read,  referred,  fitc. 

Mr.  Frelinghtiysen  presented  a  memorial  from  1,445  citirena^ 
of  Middlesex  count3'j  and  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  in  New 
Jersey,  opposed  to  the  recharK^r  of  the  United  Statea  banky 
which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  concerning  the  pension  books 
in  the  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  conrmittee;  when  he  had  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business,  and  after  the  doors  were  open- 
ed, the  senate  adjourned. 

Mayli.  A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  communicating  copies  of  a  treaty  wjili  France, 
and  of  a  convention  with  the  two  Sicilies;  which  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilkins  were  respectively  referred  to  the  commiUec  on  fo- 
reign relations. 

The  chair  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  democratic  meeting 
of  New  Castle  county,  Delaware,  approving  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Bihb  presented  a  memorial  from  upwards  of  500  c>ti2^en# 
of  jNelson  county,  Kentucky,  condemning  the  conduct  of  the 
e.\ecutive  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  congress 
not  to  adjourn  until  some  remedy  has  been  provided  for  the  ex- 
isting evil — read,  referred,  &.c. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  executive; 
which  was  rea«l,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  iVforris  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  similar  in  its  tendency.  He  staled 
that  one  of  the  resolutions  was  objectionable,  as  iising  the  term 
"vindictive"  in  reference  to  the  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clay;  but  he  did  not  consider  ihem  as  disrespectful  lo  the  se- 
nate. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  describ- 
ed one  of  the  resolutions  as  objectionable,  with  a  view  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  practice  of  passing  and  sending  here  improper  and 
indecorous  resolutions,  he  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  Swing,  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  memorial  would  be 
read;  and  the  more  violent  and  denunciatory  it  might  be,  the 
better.  The  people  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  he  said,  were  a  sober, 
calm  and  reasoning  people;  and  if  this  paper  contain  violent 
abuse  or  denunciation,  it  will  be  conclusive  evidence  to  my 
mind  that  a  small  portion  of  the  people  of  any  county  in  that 
state  have  joined  in  it. 
The  memorial  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Etmig  said:  The  thing,  Mr.  President,  is  not  so  bad.  I 
hope  my  colleague  will  give  us  the  rest  which  he  has  by  him, 
and  which,  it  seems,  he  is  ashamed  of. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  and  the  resolution,  alluded 
to  above,  containing  indecorous  and  improper  reflections  upon 
the  other  senator  from  Ohio, 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble, wliich  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Belt,  Bibb.  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Knight,  Mangiim,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain, Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Smith,  Tomlinson— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Preston, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Tipton,  Waggaman,  While,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 19. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  presented  a 
memorial  which  he  thought  would  wipeoff  the  blot,  if  any  were 
cast  upon  his  state  by  the  memorial  just  ofTered  by  his  col- 
league, and  which  the  senate  had  refused  to  print.  This  me- 
morial is  signed  by  1,029  voters  of  Athens  county,  Ohio.  Ano- 
ther copy  which  he  had  received,  but  which  was  not  on  his  table, 
contains  the  signatures  of  72  citizens  of  the  same  county,  and 
three  townships  are  yet  to  be  heard  from.  At  the  last  presiden- 
tial election,  that  county  gave  1,344  votes,  of  which,  627  were 
for  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  717  against  him. 

This  memorial  was  of  a  contrary  character,  and  after  some 
conversation  between  Messrs.  Eiving  and  Morris,  the  memori- 
al was  read,  referred,  &.c. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion of  thrt  judiciary  committee  on  the  pension  books,  &c.  in 
pofssession  of  the  TTnitcd  States  bank. 

I\Ir.  Clayton  addressed  the  senate  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tf  n*W; 
but  befor«  he  had  concluded  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  senate  adjourned. 
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Ma-jj  15.  A  communicalioti  was  received  from  llie  president 
of  the  United  States,  transniiitiiig  a  copy  of  tJje  treaty  recently 
made  witli  the  republic  of  Cliili. 

Mr.  Naudain  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  fiiiblic  meeting 
j-ucently  lield  at  Wilininglon,  in  tli<;  stale  of  Delaware,  express- 
ing their  disapprobation  of  the  protest  sent  to  the  senate  by  the 
pre.sident^  which  were  read. 

Mt.  Naudain  the^i  moved  that  these  proceedings  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  tlie  senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  Hic  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Jfaw«  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  print  by  including 
Ihe  ^jrintiflg  of  the  protest. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Clayton,  Forsyth, 
Preston  and  Poindexter> 

li  was  slated  in  tlie  course  of  debate  that  the  protest  had  al- 
ready been  printed  and  published  by  the  extvcutive,  and  tliat 
40,000  copies  had  been  issued  from  the  Globe  office. 

The  amendment  was  almost  unanimously  rejected,  and  the 
motion  to  print  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Claytonihan  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  in  the 
course  of  which,  he  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  reported 
fcyUie  committee,  by  substituting  for  them  the  following: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  certain  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  passed  on  the  15lh  of  May, 
1828,  and  the  act  supplementary  to  that  act  passud  on  the  7th 
of  June,  1632,  are  properly  acts  providing  for  the  payment  of 
military  pensions. 

Resolved,  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any  law  upon  the 
department,  or  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  agency  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act  of  the  7th  June,  1832, 
and  flie  funds,  books  and  papers  connected  with  that  agency, 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  other  agents 
to  supercede  that  bank  in  the  payment  of  sucli  pensioners. 

Mr.  Kane  then  addressed  the  senate  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clayton, 
nnd  in  vindication  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  and 
continued  for  some  time,  when  he  yielded  the  floor  without 
having  come  to  a  conclusion;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  9.  Mr.  Mien,  of  Va.  reported  a  bill  further  to 
amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company;  and 

Mr.  Vinton  a.  bill  to  provide  for  erecting  a  fire  proof  building 
for  a  patent  office,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  bills  were 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  P.  White,  a  resolution  was  adopted  au- 
thorizing the  printing  of  a  thousand  copies  of  the  amended  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Batiks,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  from  the  committee 
of  elections,  presented  a  counter  report,  to  that  presented  by 
the  majority,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Moore 
and  Mr.  Letcher,  which  he  moved  to  have  printed,  and  its  fur- 
ther consideration  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  house  then  look  up  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  from  yesterday,  being  on  the  original 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Fance,  which  had  been  so  worfi- 
fied  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"In  no  case,  shall  the  compensation,  by  salary,  fees, or  other- 
wise, be  permitted  to  exceed;  of  a  collector,  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  of  surveyors  and  naval  officers,  two  thou- 
sand live  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  and  of  weighers,  gangers, 
markers,  appraisers,  and  all  others  connected  with  the  collec- 
iion  of  the  customs,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum." 

Mr.  Vance  said,  that  as  the  question  had  been  amply  discuss- 
ed, he  would  now  ask  that  it  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Wm.  Allen, 
Baj»ks,Carringer,  Beaiy,  Beaumont,  Binney,  Bull,  Bunch,  Burd, 
33urges,'Casey,  (Jljambers,  Chilton,  Wm.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clovv- 
aiey,  Connor^  Corw in.  Coulter,  Crane,  Warren  R.  Davis,  De- 
4>erry,  Demiug^  Denny,  Dicksoji,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Duncan, 
J<}vans,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  Foster, 
.Fulton,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  James  Harper,  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Jabez  W. 
Wunlington,  Jacksou,  Jarvis^  Beaborn  Jones,  King,  Kinnard, 
Ijane,  Laporte,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lncas^  Mardis,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Moore,  Peitson,  Potts,  Eauisay,  Reed,  Renclur, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Wm.  Slarte,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
ler,  Stewart,  William  P.  Taylw,  Tompkins,  James  TuriiJr, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Wagener,  Webster,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde,  VVilliams,  Young — 65. 

N.-lYS— Messrs.  John  duincy  Adanis,  John  Adams,  Archer, 
Ashley,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beurdsley,  Bodte,  Briggs,  Brown,  By- 
jium,  Cambreleng,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coflee,  Day, 
Dickerson,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilnicr,  Gorhaiu, 
Jos.  Hall,  T.  II.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hardin,  Jo.s.  M.  Harper,  Hatha- 
way, Hawkins,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Noadiali 
Solinson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kavaiinph,  Lam-iiig,  Luke  Lea,  Tho- 
mas Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Joel  K.  Mann,  M.Trtindale,  Moses 
Mason,  McKay,  McKini,  MoLene,  McVoan,  Miller,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Polk, 
tBchley,  Selden,  Shinn,  StaiiditVr,  Sutherland,  P.  Thomas, 
Thomson, Turrill,  Vanderpnel,  Van  Houten,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  C.  P.  White,  Wise — 72. 

Mr.  Vance,  lhercti,pon,  as  he  had  pn-viously  intimated,  with- 
J!r£w  all  the  other  clauses  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  him 


(the  clause  thereof  preceding  the  above  having  been  duagreed 
lo  yesterday.) 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  moved  an  amei.'dment  increasing  re- 
trospectively, the  salary  of  the  U.  S.  judges  in  Florida,  which 
was  agrued  to. 

Mr.  Sutherland  moved  an  amendment  aiithorij-ing  the  satiK^ 
tary  of  the  treasury  to  pay  to  the  collectors,  na\al  ollicers,  sOY- 
veyors,  clerks,  gaugurs,  weighers,  provers,  mariners  and  mta^ 
surers  of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  res{r«etivcly^ 
the  same  compensation  lor  the  year  1833,  as  if  the  act  &i  July, 
1832,  had  not  gone  into  effect. 

Mr.  Clayton  opposed  the  amendment,  and  went  into  a  state-' 
ment  to  shew  the  vast  increase  in  the  nuruber  of  custom  house' 
officers  in  New  York  since  18U8 — 66  clerks,  instead  of  35;  7  ap- 
praisers, instead  of  2;  16  clerks  in  an  office  that  had  but  1;  lac^ 
inspectors,  instead  of  63,  &.c.  &.c.  That  the  annual  expense: 
had  increased  from  $150,000  to  $300,000.  And  then  argued  to- 
prove  that  this  increase  was  far  beyond  the  proportional  increase 
of  the  business  of  that  custom  house. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  Ihe  true  ef- 
fects of  which  he  slated  to  be,  to  give  men  salaries  for  duties 
they  had  no  longer  to  perform. 

Mr.  Sutherland  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  confine  it 
to  collectors,  naval  officers  and  surveyors. 

Mr.  Harper,  of  Pa.  stated  some  facts,  showing  abuses  which 
existed  in  the  custom  house  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Vance  now  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  be- 
fore the  house,  directing  the  collector  in  New  York  to  disinisa 
a  long  list  of  officers  in  the  custom  house  there,  including  1  de- 
puty collector,  1  assistant  cashier, 20  clerks,  4  assistant  apprais- 
ers, 31  night-watchers,  &c.  amounting  in  all  to  101.  He  brief- 
ly advocated  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  warmly  resisted  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Vance, 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  R.  I.  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  N.  Y.  advocated  with 
great  earnestness  Mr.  Sutherland's  amendment. 

Mr.  Huntington  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Suther- 
land's amendment,  and  they  being  ordered,  appeared  as  follows: 
yeas  74,  nays  117. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  now  renewed  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  in  committee  by  Mr.  Foot,  to  strike  out  the  words  "Great 
Britain"  and  "Russia,"  from  the  appropiation  for  salaries  of  fo- 
reign ministers;  and  accompanied  his  motion  by  a  succinct 
enumeration  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  opposed  it. 
Which  motion  after  debate  was  negatived,  yeas  68,  nays  122. 
Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  favor  of  a  part  of 
Mr.  Fence's  amendment,  on  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the 
custom  house  officers;  and  the  question  of  reconsideration  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  appeared  as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays  94. 
So  Uie  house  refused  to  reconsider. 
Mr.  Davis,  of  S.  C.  now  moved  the  following  amendment. 
"Provided  that  so  much  of  the  sums  herein  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  to  Great  Britain 
and  Russia,  shall  not  be  expended,  unless  the  appointment  of 
said  ministers  shaJ!  have  been  made  with  the  consent  and  ad- 
vice of  the  senate;  nor  shall  any  part  of  the  sum  herein  appro 
priated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad, 
or  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  be  expend- 
ed in  the  salary  or  outfit  of  such  minister  or  ministers,  unless 
such  appointment  shall  be  made  during  this  session  of  congress, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate." 

Mr.  Davis  supported  this  amendment  by  an  eloquent  speech, 
in  which  he  urged  the  house  to  make  one  united  effort  to  effec? 
a  resurrection  of  the  constitution.  Alarming  as  were  the  usur- 
pations on  the  part  of  the  executive,  those  by  the  house  were 
ten  times  more  so. 

Mr.  i?i/«»«7,  of  N.  C.  replied  in  an  exceedingly  earnest  speech 
in  which  he  repelled  the  charge  of  usurpation  on  the  part  of 
the  executive,  and  alluded  to  the  attack  upon  the  bank,  a«  at^ 
fording  only  a  second  part  of  the  victory  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  H.  Everett  remarked  with  alarm  on  the  position  taken  iri 
Mr.  Bynwn's  speech,  that  the  president  was  responsible  alone 
to  the  people,  which  he  conceived  to  be  setting  aside  the  con- 
stitution eiilirely,  in  its  provisions  relating  to  the  legislative 
powers,  and  teiidinu  to  annihilate  the  structure  of  our  govern- 
ment. Mr.  E.  was  led  by  the  course  of  things,  in  and"  out  of 
tlie  house,  to  doubt  whether  the  executive  did  not  purpose  to 
appoint  ministers  without  the  concurrence  of  the  senate;  and 
tie  calli'd  upon  his  fiifnds,  if  they  had  authority  to  do  so,  to  dis- 
avow, on  the  part  of  the  president,  all  claim  to  ?he  right  of  do- 
ing so. 

Mr.  Ewing  spoke  with  much  earnestness  in  reply  to  Mr.  By- 
num,  reprobating  the  practice,  now  beooming,  he  said,  so  corn- 
mon  in  the  house,  to  answer  all  arguments  by  a  reference  to  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans.  There  had  been  no  remonstrances  be- 
fore coi)<rress  against  that  battle.  Mr.  E.  venerated  general 
Jarkson;  but  against  tlio  arts  of  piesident  Jackson  he  must  pro- 
test, on  behalf  of  his  constiiupnis. 

Mr.  Wif;e  moved  to  amend  i\Ir.  Davis's  amrndmcnt  bv  addin<» 
the  word^  "unless  a  vacancy  shall  happen  during  the  recess  o"f 
congress." 

Mr.  Davix  accepted  iliis  as  a  modification. 
Mr.  Boon  mnvcd  the  previous  que'stiov;  but  the  house  refu.sed 
to  second  the  inniio<> — ayes  77,  noes  52. 

After  a  long  and  animated  debate,  Mr.  Davis's  amendment 
was  lost,  ayes  45,  noes  122. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  (as  he  had  previ- 
ously proposed  in  committee  of  the  whole)  by  striking  out  the 
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outfit  and  Salary  df  a  Gtiarge  dea  Elffailrs  td  Buenos  Ayres;  which 
motion  was  iltigatived,  ayes  53,  liUf^s  idl' 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  "f  31,000  for  extra 
clerk  hire  in  the  post  office  depar-tmer.t." 

Mr.  L.  briefly  supported  his  motion.  He  stated  the  debts  of 
the  department  lo  be  ^1,089,000,  and  said  the  poslma:*ter  gene- 
ral had  admitted  that  he  could  not  gel  along  without  aid  from 
congress  to  the  amount  ol  ^450,000. 

Mr.  Connor  replied  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  stated  the  depart- 
ment was  not  in  debt  more  than  $300,000  beyond  its  available 
funds. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  authorised  to  say  that  $400,000  would  pay  all 
claims  against  the  departnuMit. 

Messrs.  Wilde,  Bates,  IVhittlesey  and  Reed,  severally  address- 
ed the  house  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  were  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Mawes. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  an  amendment  prohibiting  the  postmaster 
general  in  future  from  employing  extra  clerks. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  the  previous  question;  but  afterwards 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Lincoln  opposed  the  proviso  moved  by  Mr.  McKay,  and 
the  latter  gentleman  withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  i:ow  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln^s  motion  to 
strike  out  the  item  for  extra  clerk  hire,  and  it  was  decided  as 
follows,  yeas  56,  nays  96.     So  the  motifm  was  rejected. 

Mr.  fVilde  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  "for  an  agent 
at  Havana,  $4,500." 

Mr.  Polk  insisted  that  the  appointment  was  useful  and  im- 
portant. 

Messrs.  Wilde  and  McKay  admitted  it«  usefulness  but  resist 
ed  the  principle  of  creating,  by  an  appropriation,  an  officer  un- 
known to  the  law. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  motion  to  strike  out 
failed  by  a  vote  of  69  to  91. 

The  bill  was  now  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PFar(/«>eW,  after  a  session  of  fourteen  hours, 
the  house  adjourned  at  one  o'clock,  in  the  morning,  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  May  12.  The  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken 
up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army,  returned  from 
the  senate  with  amendments,  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  house  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  finally  passed  by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  hill  from  the  senate  for  the  re- 
pair and  exienson  of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  taken  up,  twice 
read  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Selden,  the  house  then  again  took  up  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  from  the  county  of  Oneida,  which 
was  presented  on  Monday  last,  by  him,  accompanied  by  a  mo- 
tion that  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  fro^n  each  state, 
be  appointed  to  consider,  and  report,  inform  of  a  bill,  a  plan  for 
a  safe  and  uniform  currency,  under  authority  of  the  U.  States; 
and  that  the  memorial  of  t/ie  citizens  of  Oneida  county  be  refer- 
red to  that  committee, 

Mr.  Selden  delivered  his  views  at  large  in  support  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  memorial;  and  particularly  in  reply  to  the  previous 
remarks  of  Mr.  Bcardslcy. 

Mr.  Beardsley  replied. 

Mr.  P/u?»mcr, of  Mississippi,  now  obtained  leave  of  the  house 
to  explain  in  reference  to  the  report  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer of  the  reply  of  his  colleague  Mr.  Caae,  and  read  certain  pa- 
ragraphs which  he  said  had  not  been  delivered  in  the  house, 
and  that  he  should  hold  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  respon- 
sible for  the  personalties  therein  contained. 

The  chair  interposed,  and  arrested  his  remarks  as  transcend- 
ing the  leave  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cage  obtained  leave  to  reply,  and  went  into  an  explana- 
tion, in  which  he  exonerated  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer, 
and  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  speech  published,  but  de- 
clined a  personal  discussion  with  his  colleague  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  Plummer  rejoined. 

After  a  few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Cage, 

Mr.  Brown,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  from 
Oneida  county  and  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Selden  remonstrated,  and  wished  only  for  a  vote,  without 
debate. 

Mr.  Brown  refusing  to  withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  Williams  deniJjnded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  a  call  of  the  house;  but  it  was  negatived. 

The  yea's  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  had  been  proclaim- 
ed by  the  chair  to  be  yeas  89,  nays  89;  and  that  the  chair  voted 
in  the  affirmative — 

Mr.  Garland,  who  had  voted  in  the  negative,  but  whose  name 
had,  by  mistake,  been  recorded  as  in  the  affirmative,  had  the 
record  corrected. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hawcs  changed  his  vote  from  the  negative 
to  the  affirmative. 

This  left  the  state  of  the  vote  as  before,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Win.  Allen,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bonldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Cramer,  Day,  P.  Dickerson,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forrester,  Foster, 
Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gillet, 
Gilmer,  Gordon,  Joseph  Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamcr, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Howell,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton, Jarvia,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Seaborn 


[  Jones,  Benjamin  Joiiesj  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
I  Luke  Lea,  Thos,  Lee,  Loyall,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mafdisj  Moses 
Masoii,  Mctnlife,  McKay,  MciCiin,  McKin!ey,McVean}Miilei', 
Eoberi  Mitchell,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Pattoil,  PattefsOh,  Pey- 
ton, F.  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Shinn,  Standifer,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Wm.  P.  Taylor, 
John  Thomson,  Turril,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Wardwell, 
Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White— 89. 

NAYS— xMessrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnilz,  Bar- 
rington,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beatty,  Biimey,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges, 
Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Wm.  Clark,  Clowney, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Darlington,  Davenport,  De- 
berry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Horace  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Garland,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  William  C.  Johnson, 
King,  Laporte,  Lewis,  Lincoln, Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Martindale, 
Marshall,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  B. 
Shepard,  W.  Slade,  C.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Phile- 
mon Thomas,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wat- 
niough,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise, 
7oung— 89. 

The  speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  memorial  from 
Oneida  county,  with  Mr.  Selden's  resolution,  thereupon  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  from  358 
electors  of  the  town  of  Wheatland,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.;  by 
Mr.  Dickerson,  from  inhabitants  of  Elizahethtown,  N.J. ;  by  Mr. 
Parker,  the  proceedings  of  a  state  convention  held  at  Trenton; 
by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Penn.  from  citizens  of  his  district;  by  Mr. 
Fowler,  from  a  meeting  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.;  by  Mr.  Bur- 
nitz,  from  two  public  meetings  in  York  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
Banks,  from  680  citizens  of  Mifflin  county,  Pa.;  all  which  were 
read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  approving  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Whalon,  from  700  inhabi- 
tants of  Warren  county,  N.  Y.;  by  the  same  from  a  public  meet- 
ing of  Essex  county,  N.  Y.;  by  Mr.  ParA-er,  from  a  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Middlesex  county,  N.  J.;  by  the  same  from  1,443  ci- 
tizens of  the  same  county;  by  Mr.  Henderson,  from  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  citizens  of 
Mifflin  county.  Pa.;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  See. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  13.  The  further  consideration  of  the  report* 
on  the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore, 
was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  a  memorial  from  Yorktown  and  the  ad- 
jacent counties  of  Virginia,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble 
column  at  Yorktown  commemorative  of  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis,  Sic. 

Mr.  Wise  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  Va.  protesting  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  the  restoration  thereof,  which  memorial  was  read; 
when 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States,  not  appropriated  by  law,  and  not  disbursed  un- 
der appropriations  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  under 
the  order  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  order  and  direction  must  be  made  by  law  in  the  form  of 
bills  or  joint  orders,  votes  or  resolutions,  upon  which  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  has  simply  the  power  of  a  negative, 
subject  to  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  congress. 

Refiolved,  That  no  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  necessary  to  authorise  the  consress  of  the  United 
States  to  entrust  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  not  appro- 
priated by  law,  and  not  disbursed  under  appropriations  by  law, 
whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  to  other  agency  than  that  of 
the  executive  department,  and  that  the  custody  of  the  public 
money  must  not  be  necessarily,  under  the  constitution,  intrust- 
ed to  the  executive  department. 

Resolved,  That  congress  can  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department  the  custody  of  the  publifi  property  or  mo- 
ney, without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  or  a  subver- 
sion of  tilt!  first  principles  of  the  constitution. 

And  that  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  report  such 
measures  as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  provide  for 
the  future  safe-keeping,  control  and  disposition  of  the  public 
property  and  moneys,  and  to  assert,  maintain  and  protect  the 
constitutional  powers  of  congress  over  the  public  property  and 
public  purse. 

Mr.  Boon  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  take 
np  the  joint  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him,  fixing  a 
day  (the  31st  inst.)  for  the  adjournment  of  congre.«i3. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Boon  asked  and  obtained  leave 
of  the  house  to  suspend  the  rul«,  by  a  vote  of  152  to  12. 

After  some  explanations,  Mr.  Boon  moved  his  resolution  in  a 
modified  form,  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  close  the  present  session  of 
congress  by  an  adjournment  of  their  respective  houses  on  Mon- 
day the  16th  day  of  June  next. 


NILES'   REGISTER— MAY    i7,  1834— RHODE  ISLAND. 


195 


After  various  amendments  being  PUi,'gested  and  considerable 
debate  bad,  the  further  consideiation  of  the  aiibject  vva;;  ariest- 
ed  by  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 

Tlie  speaker  laid  belore  tiie  liouje  the  folluvvihi»  communica- 
tion: 

''Neio  Haven,  9tk  May,  1834. 

"Sir:  I  have  this  day  resigned  my  se.it  as  u  member  of  tlie 
23d  congress.  Yours,  very  respcclfiill  v, 

'^SAMUEL  A.  FOOT. 

"Tiie  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  H.  R." 

The  iiou?e  tooii  up  the  commutation  pension  hill,  and  after  a 
warm  debate,  in  vvbicii  several  took  part,  it  was  finally  recom- 
mitted to  a  conrmiltce  of  tlie  whole  house;  and  then  the  house 
adjourned. 

IrVednesday;  May  14.  After  disposijig  of  a  large  number  of 
private  claims. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian department  for  1834. 

Various  amendments  being  offered,  discussed  and  withdrawn, 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Ala.  moved  pro  forma,  an  item  of  |t500j000  to 
enable  the  government  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to  lauds  in 
the  state  of  Alabama — negatived. 

After  some  further  progress  being  made  in  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported,  and  the  committee  took  up  the  Indian 
annuity  bill,  and  after  undergoing  various  amendments,  was, 
together  with  the  other  bill  reported  to  the  house;  and  then  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  15.  After  some  minor  business  had  been  dis- 
posed of, 

Mr.  Boon,  asked  tlie  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  take 
up  the  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him  proposing  an 
adjournment  of  congress  on  the  16th  June,  proxiitio. 

Objection  being  made,  the  house  by  a  vote  of  136  to  23  agreed 
to  suspend  the  rule,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  strike  out  "the  16th  June"  and  insert 
"the  2d  July."  Mr.  H.  supported  his  amendment,  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length,  on  the  ground  that  the  public  and  private 
business  could  not  be  advantageously  disposed  of  before  the  time 
contemplated  by  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  thought  it  was  evident,  under  the  present 
stale  of  the  business  before  the  house,  that  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  fix  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress,  and  he  there- 
fore moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion until  Thursday  the  29th  instant,  which  motion,  after  a  long 
and  animated  debate,  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  116  to  95. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for 
1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill  from  the  senate,  and  no  amendment  being  pro- 
posed, it  was  reported  to  the  house. 

The  harbor  bill  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  laid  aside  for 
the  present;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  AMERICAN  TREATY. 
From  the  National  Gazette.     (Translated  from  a  Paris  news- 
paper.) 

Mr.  George  Lafayette  rose  to  speak  on  a  personal  subject. 
(Attention).  I  have  been,  said  the  honorable  member,  so  clear- 
ly designated  by  the  member  who  spoke  last,  that  I  think  my- 
self entitled  to  request  of  the  chamber  a  moment's  attention.  I 
do  not  rise  to  defend  the  commission,  of  which  [  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member,  from  the  charge  of  being  under  any  influence 
whatever,  while  deliberating  on  the  important  subject  commit- 
ted to  it;  but  I  wish  to  state  a  matter  of  fact,  on  which  I  find 
there  is  some  misapprehension.  My  father  was  not  a  member 
of  that  commission;  I,  alone,  was  one  of  the  commissioners. 
Surely,  I  did  not  pretend  to  exercise  there  any  personal  influ 
ence;  but  the  strength  of  my  conviction  was  not  sufficient  to 
induce  the  majority  to  agree  in  opinion  with  me,  and  I  remained 
in  the  minority,  though  strongly  convinced  that  there  was  more 
due  to  the  U.  States,  ihan  the  majority  were  willing  to  grant. 

Mr.  Jay,  reporter  of  the  committee,  then  rose,  and  in  support 
of  the  bill  of  appropriation,  he  read  a  letter,  addressed  to  him 
by  general  Lafayette,  (detained  at  home  by  sickness),  in  order 
to  prove  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States.  The  letter  is  in 
these  words: 

"While  I  regret  that  I  cannot  take  part  in  the  debate  respect- 
ing tiie  American  treaty,  the  almost  unanimous  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  more  profound  knowledge  acquired  during 
this  year  respecting  this  great  interest,  in  which  justice,  policy, 
commerce,  and  the  freedom  of  the  seas  are  involved,  render  it 
useless  for  me  to  repeat  the  observations  which  I  made  at  the 
last  session,  but  there  are  facts,  which  I  might  have  attested  as 
a  witness,  and  which  I  now  submit  to  my  honorable  colleague, 
the  reporter  of  the  committee. 

"1.  I  know  that  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees,  is  anterior  to  the  seizures  and  destructions  for 
which  an  indemnity  is  claimed.  I  was  myself  the  bearer  of  a 
message  on  the  subject. 

"2.  Although  the  United  States  are  the  only  power  that  re- 
mained unconnected  with  the  coalitions  against  France,  an  of- 
fer was  made  to  them  by  the  allies,  then  all  powerful,  to  join 
their  claims  to  those  which  they  preferred,  and  the  payment  of 
which  they  obtained.  That  offer  was  worthily  declined  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  the  American  minister  at  Paris.  He  declared  that 
the  United  States,  far  from  making  common  cause  with  the 
enemies  of  France,  would  wait  until  their  accounts  could  be 
Battled  as  between  friends. 


"3.  I  saw  Mr.  Barlow  set  off  for  Wilna  in  the  full  conviction, 
from  the  correspondence  of  tlie  imperial  cabinet,  that  the  Ame- 
rican claims  should  obtain  a  favorable  decision;  and  at  the  mo- 
ment ol'our  revolution  ofJuly,  Mr.  Rives  Ihouglil  himself  sure 
of  terminating  his  iiigoiiaiion,  even  with  the  ministry  of  the 
restoration;  which,  neverlhelcss,  (elt  no  frt>ligation  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  having  remained  the  friends  of  France,  while 
France  was  in  friendship  with  her  enemies. 

"4.  Among  the  classes  of  claims  admitted  in  the  report,  I  do 
not  perceive  the  JJnttvcrp seizures,  a\lhoui^)t  my  memory  was 
perfectly  clear  on  the  subject.  I  had  recourse  to  the  recollec- 
tionsof  the  duke;  of  Bassano,  whose  contempor.niieous  authori- 
ty, in  his  situation  at  that  time,  is  superior  to  any  distant  and 
posthumous  assertion.  I  am  then  able  to  say,  that  no  confis- 
cation was  decreed,  and  that  the  sale  of  the  property  had  no 
other  object  than  to  prevent  its  deterioration;  that  there  was  a 
disposition  to  admit  the  justice  of  a  claim,  supported  by  the  act 
of  the  government  itself,  which,  in  short,  considered  the  mer- 
chandise deposited  in  Jhe  caissc  d^amorlissement,  as  .American 
properly,  which  makes  an  additional  sum  of  more  than  two 
millions,  without  reckoning  the  Maria  and  her  cargo,  involved 
in  the  same  measure. 

"It  is  frcni  these  [lOsitive  data,  and  others  of  the  same  kind, 
founded  on  the  fact  of  moneys,  which,  in  my  opinion,  unjustly, 
but,  nevertliel(;ss,  have  entered  into  the  public  treasury,  that 
even  after  allowing  for  the  French  claims,  I  had  in  my  con- 
science, as  an  honest  arbitrator,  estimated  the  American  claimg 
at  the  sum  of  thirty  millions,  and  this  amount  is  not  so  unjusti- 
fiable as  some  have  thought  proper  to  say,  while  1  yield  all  the 
honor  due  to  the  administration  which  has  reduced  the  treaty 
to  narrower  limits." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Lafayette  to  his  correspon- 
dent in  Philadelphia,  dated  2d  April,  1834. 

"It  is  with  the  deepest  affliction  and  with  the  liveliest  dis- 
pleasure that  I  write  to  you,  and  to  you  alone,  on  the  subject 
of  what  happened  yesterday;  the  American  treaty  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  a  few  votes.  M.  de  Broglie  very  honorably 
sent  in  his  resignation  this  morning;  general  Sebastiani,  the 
author  of  the  treaty,  has  done  the  same.  You  will  be,  as  I  have 
been,  surprised  to  see  that  several  members  of  the  cote  gauche 
have  sided  against  the  treaty.  I  am  still  sick,  but  with  a  fair 
hope  of  recovery,  provided  I  do  not  commit  any  imprudence; 
that  danger,  however,  would  not  have  prevented  me,  as  you 
may  well  suppose,  from  appearing  in  the  house;  but  my  friends 
used  so  many  arguments  to  dissuade  me  from  going,  that  I,  at 
last,  was  obliged  to  yield.  It  is  best,  perhaps,  that  I  should  re- 
press the  expression  of  my  feelings  upon  this  subject;  I  shall 
therefore  speak  of  my  sentiments  for  you,"  8tc. 
— '"t*%  ®  ®^<«— 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
A  special  session  of  the  Rhode  Island  legislature,  just  elected, 
having  been  convened  by  gov.  Francis,  in  order  to  supply  the 
state  senators  who  failed  of  their  election,  the  following  joint 
resolutions  have  passed  that  body: 

STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLAND,    &C. 

In  general  assembly.  May  session,  Ji.  D.  1834. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  the 
removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  by  law  and  contract  it  was  required  to  be  de- 
posited, was  a  measure  unwarranted,  ill  advised  and  injurious 
to  the  public  interest. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  the 
public  interest  requires,  "that  the  deposilesof  the  money  of  the 
United  States  shall  in  future  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,"  and  that  the  said  bank  be  allowed  to 
perforin  its  duties  to  the  United  States  enjoined  by  its  charter, 
viz;  "To  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  thereof,  and  to  distribute  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
public  creditors,  without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  al- 
lowance on  account  of  difference  of  exchange,  and  to  do  and 
perform  the  several  and  respective  duties  of  commissioners  of 
loans  for  the  several  states." 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  a  na- 
tional bank  is  necessary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  government; 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  a  sound,  uniform  and  perma- 
nent national  currency;  to  the  maintenance  of  the  general  cre- 
dit and  confidence;  and  to  the  accommodation  of  the  internal 
and  foreign  trade  and  business  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  to  guard  against  fluctuations  in  the  national 
currency,  to  prevent  the  embarrassments  and  derangements  in 
business,  which  must  always  be  experienced  and  practised  be- 
tween the  closing  of  the  concerns  of  one  great  national  bank 
and  opening  of  another;  and  to  avoid  the  speculations  always 
practised  upon  such  occasions,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  general 
assembly,  that  the  greatest  possible  stability  ought  to  be  given 
to  a  bank,  established  as  a  national  institution,  for  national 
uses  and  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  liis  excellency,  the  governor,  be  requested  to 
forward  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress. 

On  motion,  the  question  on  the  resolutions  was  taken  by 
sections,  and  passed  by  the  following  votes:  1st  resolution,  18 
majority;  2d  do.  18  maj.;  3d  do.  46  maj.;  4th  do.  28  raaj.;  and 
the  5tli  resolution,  unanimously — and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence.    The  house  then  adjourned. 


NILES'  REGISTER— MAY    17,   1834— THE  POLISH  EXILES. 


BALTIMORE  JACKSON  MEETING. 
Pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  Jackson  republican  convention  of 
Ihe  city  of  Baltimore,  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  national 
administration  assembled  in  Monument  Square,  on  the  evening 
of  Wednesday,  the  7tli  instant.  On  motion  of  col.  U.  S.  Heath, 
the  meeting  was  organized,  and  William  FricJ:,  esq.  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  Henry  R.  Lauderman,  Walter  Price, 
Nicholas  Myers,  John  E.  Stan.sbury,  Joshua  Turner,  Michael 
Klinefelter,  Abraham  Sliver,  John  McAllister,  Edward  Priestly, 
Jonathan  Fitch,  Joel  Vickers,  Thomas  Parkin  Scott,  James 
Webb,  William  J.  Wight,  George  Gardiner,  Jesse  P.  Wight, 
James  George,  John  C.  Rau,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Stephen  Wa- 
ters, John  Buddy,  William  Ball,  sen.  Charles  Peregoy,  were 
chosen  vice  presidents;  and,  Charles  Howard,  Richard  Lilly, 
Alexander  Waters,  Joshua  Vansant,  Samuel  Lucas,  William 
Lineberger,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  president  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  when  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered  by  col.  S,  C. 
Howcnd,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Samuel  Brady— viz: 

Whereas,  measures  have  been  recently  adopted  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  national  administration,  in  this  city,  eminently 
calculated  to  agitate  the  public  mind,  and  to  call  for  a  reiterat- 
rfgd  expression  of  the  firmness  of  its  friends — therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Jackson  republicans,  of  Baltimore,  retain 
!the  warmest  feelings  of  gratitude,  affection,  and  respect  to- 
wards the  venerable  president  of  these  United  States,  and  re- 
5)ose  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  his  admi- 
nistration; and  that  they  regard  with  disapprobation,  excee'ded 
only  by  their  regret,  the  violence  which  characterises  the  ge- 
neral course  of  the  opposition. 

Resolved,  That  they  decidedly  condemn  and  earnestly  deplore 
the  appeal  to  force  from  the  decision  of  the  ballot  box,  which  has 
so  repeatedly  been  urged  by  leading  members  of  the  opposition 
in  congress,  and  their  partisans  of  the  press,  and  among  the 
people — because,  whilst  so  rash  and  mistaken  a  course  would 
fail  to  change  the  measures  of  the  administration,  or  shake  the 
resolution  of  its  friends,  it  would  in  lawless  disregard  of  the 
injunctions  of  the  constitution,  introduce  confusion  into  a  now 
peaceful  community,  and  bring  lasting  discredit  upon  our  re- 
publican institutions. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  essential  principle  of  our  govern- 
ment, that  the  popular  will  should  be  deliberately  consulted 
and  truly  expressed  upon  all  questions  of  national  policy;  that 
the  president  has,  throughout  his  administration,  faithfully  con- 
formed to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  clearly  manifested,  and  that 
in  the  "late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  re- 
■venHe,"  he  has  "not  assumed  to  himself  authority  and  power, 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,"  or  "in  derogation" 
of  either. 

Resolved,  That  the  Jackson  republicans  of  Baltimore  disap- 
prove and  deeply  regret  the  conduct  of  a  majority  of  the  senate 
of  these  United  States,  in  assuming  in  its  capacity  as  a  legisla- 
tive body,  judicial  aathority;  and  in  recording,  in  violation  of  de- 
corum, justice  and  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  in  con- 
temptuous disregard  of  the  known  willof  the  constituents  of  se- 
veral who  concurred  in  the  act,  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
against  the  president  for  measures,  which,  had  they  been  of  the 
character  imputed,  would  justly  have  subjected  him  to  an  im- 
peachment, for  the  unprejudiced  trial  of  which  the  senate,  under 
*he  constitution,  is  the  designated  tribunal. 

'Resolved^  That  in  this  perversion  of  the  high  functions  of  the 
senate,  is  displayed  the  consummation  of  a  system  of  persecu- 
tion which  has  been  continued  against  Andrew  Jackson  from 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  when  he  was  found  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  vast  and  well  earned  popularity,  when  it  was  foreseen 
what  an  obstacle  he  would  prove  to  the  career  of  ambitious 
rivals.  Hence,  that  unsuccessful  struggle  to  tear  from  his  brow 
the  laurels  of  the  Seminole  campaign.  Hence  the  hardy  at- 
tempt to  cross  the  popalar  design  to  raise  him  to  the  presidency. 
Hence  the  declaration  of  unccmpromising  opposition  when  the 
president  had  scarcely  taken  the  oath  of  office  and  the  course  of 
his  administration  was  yet  unknown.  Hence  the  unprecedent- 
ed spectacle  which  so  longoff"ended  the  delicacy  of  the  American 
people,  of  an  individual  notoriously  a  candidate  for  the  hiiihest 
office  in  their  gift,  traversing  the  country  to  utter  inflammatory 
harrangues  and  fill  the  public  ear  with  abuse  of  his  rival. 

Resolved,  That  the  unjust  course  pursued  by  the  senate  is  the 
more  reprehensible,  as  having  been  effected  under  cover  of  eva 
Siive  generalities,  by  an  unnatural  coalition  ofnuliifier?  and  de- 
termined opponents  of  state  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  embar- 
rassing the  administration  of  Andre .v  Jackson,  whose  modera- 
tion and  firmness,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  popular  will,  have 
controlled  the  errors  of  both. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  mooting  the  present 
crisis  is  pregnant  with  the  fate  of  our  nntinnnl   institutions. 
That  a  contest  is  raging  hetweon  Ihe  popular  and  the  ari.Mocra 
lie  principle,  upon  the  issue  of  which  it  will  depend   whether 
tlie  American  people  shall  continue  free. 

Resolved,  That  under  the  auspices  of  a  political  party,  mnr- 
shalled  by  leaders  of  distinguirijied  abilities,  a  moneyed  corpo- 
ration created  for  national  purposes  by  the  nutioual  legislature, 
but  which  has  proved  superior  to  and  regardless  of  logi>Iative 
restraint;  a  corporation  which  avowedly  controls  the  whole  in 
dufitry  of  the  country,  which  by  its  insidious  and  oppressive  po- 
licy has  carried  distress  and  ruin  into  the  dwellin<js  of  thou- 
Kands,  now  collects  its  energies  for  the  vital  strngsle  which 
shall  decide  th«  question  of  supremacy  between  Itself  and  the 
people.    Ambitious  aspirants  for  political  station,  and  many 


well  meaning  but  mistaken  citizens  have  enlisted  in  its  cause. 
Private  patronage  is  lavished  or  withdrawn  to  seduce  or  inti- 
midate opposition,  and  an  unlimited  control  over  the  treasury 
of  the  bank  (including  what  belongs  to  the  nation)  is  placed  at 
'.hti  disposal  of  a  single  officer,  to  be  applied  as  he  sees  fit  for 
Uie  promotion  of  its  designs.  Against  this  vast  array  of  influ- 
ence and  po.ver,  but  confident  in  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of 
his  countrymen,  Andrew  Jackson  stands  the  undismayed  cham- 
pion of  the  people.  On  their  intelligence  he  relies  to  sustain 
their  dearest  rights.  To  their  justice  he  appeals  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  his  private  honor,  and  on  either  issue  they  will  firmly 
sustain  him. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  in  support  of  the  resolutions  by 
col.  B.  C.  Howard,  Mr.  Samuel  Brady,  Mr.  Wm.  Geo.  Read, 
Mr.  John  Neilson  and  col.  U.  S.  Heath,  and  the  question  being 
put,  they  were  adopted  unanimously. 

WILLIAM  FRICK,  chairman. 

Henry  R.  Lauderman,  Walter  Price,  Nicholas  Myers,  Jno. 
E.  Stansbury,  Joshua  Turner,  Michael  Klinefelter,  Abraham 
Sliver,  John  McAllister,  Edward  Priestley,  Jonathan  Fitch, 
Joel  Vickers,  Thos.  Parkin  Scott,  James  Webb,  William  J. 
Wight,  George  Gardiner,  Jesse  P.  Wight,  James  George,  John 
C.  Rau,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Stephen  Waters,  John  Buddy, 
William  Ball,sen'r.  Charles  Peregoy — vice  presidents. 

Charles  Howard,  Richard  Lilly,  Alexander  Waters,  Joshua 
Vansant,  Samuel  Lucas.  William  Lineberger — secretaries. 

THE  POLISH  EXILES. 

IN    SENATE— TUESDAY,    APRIL  29,    1834. 

Mr.  Poindexter  made  the  following  report,  (accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  recommended.) 
The  committee  on  public  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Lewis  Banczakiewicz  and  others,  acting  as  a  commit- 
tee for  and  in  behalf  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Poles, 
transported  to  the  United  States  by  the  orders  of  the  emperor 
of  Austria,  have  had  the  said  petition  under  consideration ,  and 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  do  not  admit  the  justice  or  policy  of  granting 
any  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  emigrants  from  foreign 
countries  who  voluntarily  seek  an  asylum  on  our  shores  from 
arbitrary  governments  of  Europe. 

Neither  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  or  the  principles  of 
our  free  institutions  require  of  this  government  more  than  i3 
due  to  the  rites  of  hospitality  and  the  protection  of  the  laws,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world  who  come  among  us  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  partake  of  the  general  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  this  highly  favored  country.  These  have  been 
uniformly  extended,  and  in  no  instance  denied,  to  foreigners  of 
every  nation,  besides  the  privilege  of  becoming  naturalized  citi- 
zens according  to  the  liberal  system  established  by  law  for  that 
purpose. 

To  justify  a  departure  from  this  general  rule,  in  any  particu- 
lar case,  facts  and  circumstances,  appealing  forcibly  to  the  be- 
nevolence of  the  nation,  ought  to  be  clearly  demonstrated  as  the 
basis  on  which  the  exception  is  founded.  The  committee  have 
attentively  considered  the  peculiar  condition  of  these  unfortu- 
nate exiles  from  their  native  land,  in  connection  with  the  strong 
claims  which  they  seem  to  present  for  relief,  and  have  unani- 
mously agreed  to  recommend  their  case  to  the  favor  of  the  se- 
nate. The  history  of  the  recent  revolution  in  Poland  is  so  well 
known  and  understood,  that  any  attempt  to  recapitulate  the 
events  of  that  glorious  and  arduous  struggle  in  the  great  cause  of 
human  liberty  may  be  deemed  superfluous  and  unnecessary. 
These  petitioners  constitute  a  small  remnant  of  that  gallant  ar- 
my who  engaged  in  the  desperate  and  unequal  conflict  with  the 
overwhelming  power  of  the  Russian  empire,  and  who  firmly  re- 
solved that  Poland  should  be  free  or  be  blotted  forever  from  the 
map  of  nations.  They  bravely  fought  for  the  independence  of 
their  country,  to  which  they  were  bound  by  every  feeling  of  pa- 
triotism and  affection;  they  won  many  battles  by  prodigies  of  va- 
lor  never  surpassed  in  any  age  or  country;  they  stood  undismay- 
ed by  the  powerful  enemy  against  whom  they  had  to  contend, 
and  confidently  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  Ihe  civilized  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  snstnin  them  in  a  cause  so  just;  but  th^ir  ap- 
peals were  made  in  vain,  and  their  hopes  were  destined  lo  end 
in  cruel  disappointment. 

This  short  and  bloody  war  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  a 
persecuted,  brave,  and  generous  people,  contending  for  their 
long  lost  liberty,  and  the  restoration  of  tli*!ir  ancient  rights,  as 
one  of  the  great  family  of  independent  nations.  Overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  driven  by  repeated  defeats  to  the  verge  of  des- 
pair, the  noble  chivalry  of  Poland  retired  from  the  contest,  and 
bade  farewell  to  freedom,  country,  and  every  thing  dear  to  the 
heart  of  civilized  man.  These  petitioners,  it  appears,  soniiht  re- 
fn!;e  and  protection  in  tlie  provinces  of  Austria  .nnd  Priisrin,  ask- 
ing only  <a  passage  into  France,  which,  they  alioge,  was  promis- 
ed thom  by  the  Austrian  government.  They  assembled  at  the  ci- 
ty of  Brunn,  in  Moravia,  to  receive  their  passports  according  to 
previous  assurances  civen  them,  when  they  wore  suddenly  ar- 
rested, thrown  into  close  confinement,  and,  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  three  months,  the  altornative  was  presented  to  iliem  of 
returning  to  Russia,  or  of  emharkine  on  hoard  an  Austrian  ves- 
sel for  transportation  to  the  United  States  of  America.  They  ac- 
cepted the  latter  proposal,  and  were  rcmovod  to  Triesto;  again 
imprisoned  three  months,  and  finally  embarked  on  board  two 
Austrian  fricntes  prepared  for  the  purpose;  and,  at  the  f  xpirntion 
of  ft  voyage  of  four  months  and  ten  days,  were  landed  in  the  ci- 
ty of  New  York,  at  which  place  their  petition  is  dated.    These 


NILES*  REGISTER— MAY  17,  1834— GENERAL  PObT  OFFICE. 


197 


tacis  are  set  forth  by  the  petitioners,  and  the  committee  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy.  The  question  then  arises 
Whether  this  government  ought  to  extend  its  beneficence  to 
these  petitioners,  and  grant  to  each  of  them  a  few  acres  of  land 
for  actual  cultivation,  on  which  they  may  find  a  new  home, 
where,  by  honest  industry,  they  may  earn  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence for  themselves  and  their  fum dies,  free  from  the  persecu- 
tions of  their  inexhorable  oppressors? 

The  committee  believe  ilmt  boih  principle  and  preccdont 
combine  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  under 
euilable  modifications  and  restrictions.  The  emigrants  from 
France,  in  the  year  1817,  who  were  expelled  from  tlieir  country 
soon  after  the  downfall  of  the  eniperor  Napoleon,  received  a 
grant  of  four  contiguous  townships  of  land  in  Alabama  on  the 
most  favorable  terms,  amounting  nearly  to  a  donation.  Many 
similar  grants  are  to  be  found  on  our  statute  book,  made  to  indi- 
viduals and  associations  for  useful  or  benevolent  purposes. 
Again,  in  the  year  1812,  congress  actuated  by  like  feelings  and 
considerations,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $50,000  to  the  saffer- 
ers  by  an  earthquake  at  Venezuela.  But,  without  regard  to  these 
cases,  in  which  the  general  principles  of  legislation  were  de- 
parted from,  the  committee  perceive  in  the  circumstances,  un- 
der which  these  en)igrants  ask  of  congress  a  grant  of  land, 
enough  to  warrant  the  conclusion  at  which  they  have  arrived  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Poland,  so  often  the  thea- 
tre of  sanguinary  wars,  originating  in  violations  of  soletrin  com- 
p.acts  on  the  part  of  those  powers  by  whose  combined  arms  that 
ill-fated  country  was  conquered  and  partitioned,  made  a  last 
desperate  and  expiring  effort  to  regain  her  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence. The  surrounding  nations  looked  with  cold  indifference 
on  the  struggle,  evidently  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  render  their 
aid  to  the  emperor  of  Russia  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Polish  ar- 
my. The  result,  though  for  some  time  suspended  by  the  valor 
<f)f  that  small  and  inadequate  force,  was  at  no  period  of  the  con- 
flict doubtful.  The  army  was  dispersed,  the  country  desolated, 
the  fugitives  who  escaped  the  general  slaughter  were  denied  the 
hospitality  of  neutral  states,  and  could  find  no  resting  place  on 
the  territories  of  the  crowned  heads,  whose  despotic  rule  they 
had  resisted  in  asserting  the  natural  and  inherent  right,  as  free- 
men, to  govern  themselves.  Expelled  from  their  own  country, 
imprisoned  in  Austria  and  Prussia,  refused  permission  to  enter 
France,  they  were  left  to  choose  between  despotism, and  per- 
haps the  gibbet,  by  returning  to  Russia,  and  involuntary  trans- 
portation to  these  state?,  wliere  they  now  enjoy,  for  the  first 
lime,  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  the  rights  and  immunities 
which  belong  to  the  human  race,  wheresoever  they  may  be  cast 
by  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence. 

Humbled  by  misfortunes;  deprived  of  a  country  and  a  home; 
destitute  of  the  ordinary  means  of  subsistence;  in  a  strange  land, 
whose  language  they  do  not  speak  or  understand,  and  with 
whose  customs  they  are  wholly  unacquainted;  these  petitioners 
throw  themselves  on  the  liberality  and  clemency  of  a  magnani- 
mous people,  and  a  free  government,  for  a  habitation  where 
they  may  repose  in  peace  and  safety,  and  where,  by  the  labor  of 
their  own  hands,  they  may  be  enabled  to  rescue  themselves 
from  their  present  wretched  condition  of  want  and  dependence. 
The  committee  think  that,  in  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, this  government  will  manifest  a  proper  regard  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  of  all  countries  who  may  be  cast 
on  our  shores;  a  comity  due  from  one  portion  of  the  human 
family  to  another,  which  ought  to  be  acknowledged  and  felt  by 
all;  and  thereby  exhibit  to  the  civilized  world  a  glowing  con- 
trast between  the  arbitrary  rulers  who  oppress  and  persecute 
these  exiled  patriots  and  fallen  defenders  of  liberty,  and  the 
chivalry  of  a  free  people  who  receive  them  with  a  friendly  wel- 
cocne  and  provide  for  their  immediate  necessities.  The  noble 
example  may  not  be  lost  in  its  effects  on  the  great  cause  of  free 
principles.  Tlie  history  of  our  own  glorious  struggle  for  liberty 
and  independence,  and  of  the  distinguished  foreigners  who  min- 
gled in  the  conflict,  is  well  calculated  to  urge  the  claim  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  relief  which  they  ask  at  our  hands.  Shall  the 
countrymen  of  Pulaski,  of  De  Kalb,  and  of  Kosciusko,  suppli- 
cate in  vain  the  descendants  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  for 
succor  and  support,  when  the  tyrants  of  Europe  refuse  them  a 
resting  place,  because  they  are  the  soldiers  of  liberty?  The  com- 
mittee think  not,  and,  in  this  opinion,  they  confidently  rely  on 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.  The  committee,  therefore,  without  en- 
tering into  the  question  of  pecuniary  assistance  which  they  re- 
spectfully leave  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  senate,  unanimous- 
ly concur  in  recommending  that  a  donation  of  one  entire  town- 
ship of  land,  to  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  orterritory  of  Michi- 
gan, be  granted  to  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Poles, and  di- 
vided among  them  in  equal  proportions,  for  actual  habitation 
and  cultivation;  for  which  purpose  they  report  a  bill. 
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SPEECH    OF    MR.    MNCOLX,    OF   MASSACHUSETTS, 

In  the  hoitse  of  representatives,  Jtpril  25. 
In  committee  of  the  whole,  in  support  of  his  motion  to  strike 

from  the  appropriation  bill  the  provision  for  extra  clerk  hire 

in  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  Chairman — Fully  aware,  as  t  am,  of  the  impatience  of 
penllemen  to  get  this  bill  throuch  the  committee,  it  is  with  un- 
affected embarrassment  and  distrust  that  I  oppose  any  obstacle 
to  their  progress  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  object.  I  pray 
Ui€  committee  to  believe  that  a  sense  of  public  duty,  more  im- 


perative than  any  regard  to  personal  considerations,  constrains 
me  to  the  humble  part  which  I  may  take  in  this  discussion.  I 
shall  make  no  protestations  of  a  disinclination  to  embarrass  the 
debate,  or  create  unnecessary  delay  in  its  issue;  nor  will  I 
stop  to  disclaim  intentions  to  impede  the  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment, or  vex  its  administration.  Such  purposes  would  be 
unworthy  the  position  of  a  representative  on  this  floor,  and  no 
one  can  have  a  right  to  impute  them.  Neither  will  I  enter  into- 
any  stipulations  for  brevity  in  my  remarks,  or  repeat  pronMees, 
too  oIlfMi  made,  to  save  time,  and  too  little  regarded  in  the  very 
apologies  for  its  consumption.  For  whatever  attention  I  may 
receive,  I  shall  be  grateful,  and  shall  best  requite  it  by  avoiding 
an  unreasonable  claim  to  indulgence. 

Certain  extraneous  circumstances  have  been  forced  into  the 
debate  upon  this  bill,  to  which  it  is  proper  I  should  give  a  pass- 
ing notice.  When  I  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  the  com- 
mittee, upon  a  preceding  clause  in  the  bill,  it  was  my  miefor:- 
tune,  surely  not  an  intentional  fault,  to  have  excited  a  tone  of 
reply  equally  unexpected  and  unmerited.  Sir,  I  was  greatly 
misapprehended;  and,  so  far  as  the  animadversions  of  gentle- 
men may  reach,  I  shall  be  somewhat  injuriously  misrepresent- 
ed. It  may,  ther<ifore,  be  pardoned  to  me,  if  I  first  attempt  to 
place  these  matters  in  a  proper  point  of  light.  I  would  fain 
stand  well  abroad,  but  I  would,  at  present,  more  earnestly 
desire  not  to  be  misunderstood  in  this  house.  An  honorable 
gentleman,  on  that  occasion,  whose  attention  I  had  neither 
provoked  nor  coveted,  did  me  the  injustice  to  charge  upon  me 
two  or  three  panic  speeches,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  them,  on 
the  subject  of  the  bank  and  the  deposites.  The  charge  was  alike 
uncalled  for  and  unfounded.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  as  worth 
while,  at  that  time,  to  repel  the  offensive  insinuation  which 
was  conveyed  in  the  remark;  but  now,  in  my  place,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  that,  in  a  period  of  eight  weeks  in  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  have  presented  but  a  single  me- 
morial, and  that  from  my  immediate  constituents,,  accompanied 
with  Fuch  explanations  as,  within  the  rule,  were  permitted 
without  interruption  by  the  honorable  speaker.  I  have,  in  a 
single  instance  only,  addressed  myself  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  occupying  by  their  indulgence,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  house,  and  once  I  have  risen 
in  my  place  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  in  permitting  me 
to  offer  a  resolntion  for  information  from  one  of  the  depart- 
ments, which  indulgence  I  was  not  so  happy  as  to  obtain.  Will 
the  gentleman  now  say  that  this  was  obtrusive?  Sir,  my  of- 
fending hath  this  extent — no  more. 

Another  honorable  gentleman,  on  the  same  occasioTr,  saw  fit 
to  rebuke  what  he  was  pleased  to  regard  as  an  attack  on  the 
personal  character  of  the  postmaster  general.  This  inlentios, 
on  my  part,  was  promptly  disclaimed.  With  the  personal 
character  of  that  high  officer,  I  neither,  at  that  time,  nor  shall 
I  now,  intermeddle;  but  as  I  may  have  occasion  now  as  then^ 
to  advert  to  the  department  over  which  he  presides,  and  shalJ 
doubtless  again  speak  with  some  degree  of  freedom  of  its  ma^ 
nagement  and  condition,  I  should  hope  notagain  to  be  misunder- 
stood. Whatever,  therefore,  of  reference  shall  be  made  to  him  , 
will  have  rpspect  to  his  official  conduct.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
design  to  render  the  postmaster  general  personally  obnoxious  to 
this  house,  or  to  this  nation.  In  the  uiipropiiious  circumsiancea 
of  the  times,  I  see  nothing  of  encouragement  to  such  an  effort, 
should  it  even  be  successful.  I  have  no  hope  of  improvement 
from  any  change  which  is  likely  to  be  made.  In  the  character 
or  qualifications  of  those  most  frequently  named  as  competitors 
for  the  office,  there  is  to  my  mind,  little  of  preference  over  the 
present  incumbent.  On  this  subject  I  take  counsel  from  the 
homely  adage,  that  "in  looking  further  we  may  fare  worse." 

Another  honorable  gentleman  thought  it  becoming  the  op- 
portunity, to  object  to  tny  sentiments,  that  they  were  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  course  of  opposition  to  measures  of  sup- 
ply, which,  in  a  former  period  of  ilie  history  of  the  country, 
characterized  my  predecessors  on  this  floor,  and  my  constitu- 
ents at  home;  and  to  indulge  in  taunts  and  sarcasms  on  the 
hahils  and  manners  of  the  people  of  the  slate.  I  did  not  reply 
to  these  remarks  then,  nor  shall  I  now,  further  than  to  say, 
that  neither  my  predecessors  nor  my  constituents  would  feel 
obliged  to  me,  by  any  admission  of  an  occasion  for  their  defence 
against  an  attack  so  unmanly  and  illiberal.  But  in  reference  to 
the  allusion  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  to  one  of  the 
sources  of  employment  and  subsistence  of  the  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  will  be  received  by  thein 
as  cause,  least  of  all,  of  offence.  Let  me  assure  that  honorable 
gentleman,  that  if  he  shall  ever  do  the  "ancient  bay  state"  the 
honor  of  a  visit,  the  proudest  of  her  sons  will  rejoice  in  the 
opportunity  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and,  conducting  him  to 
the  hall  of  her  house  of  representatives,  exhibit  to  him  there, 
conspicuously  displayed,  even  over  the  chair  of  the  speaker, 
the  emblem  of  the  industry,  and  frugality,  and  enterprise  of  her 
citizens,  in  the  the  ill  selected  object  of  his  wit — the  image  of 
a  fish.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  not 
ashamed  of  their  occupations,  or  their  manner  of  living.  They 
are  as  adventurous,  at  least,  as  tlit-y  are  economical.  Their 
fisheries  are  no  less  a  source  of  national  wealth,  than  of  indi- 
vidual benefit.  Does  the  honorable  sronileman  needs  be  told, 
that  her  hardy  sons  have  vexed  ercry  sea  by  their  daring  en- 
terprise, pursuing  ^ijje  and  lanr.c  the  tenants  of  the  deep,  from 
the  Atlantic  shores  to  the  Arctic  regions.  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  fisheries  of  .Massachusetts  were  the  early  nurseries  of 
our  seamen,  thns,^  gallant  men  who  have  carried  your  flag  in 
'  triumph  among  the  nations,  and  made  the  very  name  of  America 
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glorious?    Let  the  gentleman,  in  future   then,  spare  himself 
|y(.n  gratuitous  allusions.     Reflections  upon  sectional  occupa 
tioiis  .Hre  always  in  bad  taste;  and,  if  for  tio  other  reason,  had 
better  nC^er  be  indulged. 

This  niu'ch  I  have  thought  required  of  me,  on  this  first  op 
nortunity  ot' obtaining  the   Hoor  since  I  was  so  severely  attack- 
ed  in  reply  to  the  personal  remarks,  which,  in  no  sparmg  mea- 
Bure,  were  diieci'ed  towards  me.  .... 

I  now  move  sir,  to  amend  the  bill  under  consideration,  by 
striking  out  the  claJise  which  was  last  read. 

That  clause  relate^  to  the  post  office  department,  and  is  m 
the  following  words:  ,     ■  ,  , 

"For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-four  cents." 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
has  said,  that  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  grant  of  an  appro- 
priation have  the  burden  of  proof  upon  themselves.  Surely, 
the  condition  of  the  minority  of  this  house  is  sufficiently  oner 
ous,  without  this  extraordinary  imposition.  The  burden  o( 
proof  upon  the  objectors!  It  would  seem  a  little  more  reasonable 
that  those  who  ask  for,  and  those  who  would  vote  the  supplies, 
should  show  their  occasion.  But,  if  this  be  not  so;  if,  indeed, 
it  were  otherwise,  it  might  surely  be  expected  that  time  and  op- 
portunity should  be  allowed  to  maintain  the  issue,  on  the  part 
of  those  upon  whom  the  onus  is  so  singularly  and  unexpectedly 
cast.  Yet,  what  do  we  witnessi'  From  the  very  moment  that 
the  bill  was  introduced  into  this  committee  of  the  whole,  a  ma- 
nifestation of  impatience,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  to  get  it 
through  without  debate.  And  how  are  the  minority  treated.' 
Hardly,  sir;  I  will  not  say  oppressively  and  unjustly;  hut  hardly, 
indeed.  Every  motion  to  amend  has  been  coii-si'lered  as  cap- 
tious. Delay  is  deprecated.  The  word  is,  onward.  Upon  a 
motion  to  ri^e,  an  ominous  voice  comes  up  from  the  very  depths 
of  this  ball,  audible  throughout  the  committee,  crying,  'T  hope 
not,  sir;"  alid  an  almost  magical  response  is  given  to  the  aspi- 
ration, in  the  accordant  vote  of  the  majority.  An  obstinate 
and  unyielding  determination  is  manifested  to  force  the  bill 
into  the  house.  I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  what  purpose  does 
the  house  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.''  Is  it 
not,  that  there  may  be  the  most  free  and  full  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  every  provision  in  the  bill;  that  here,  and  without  re- 
straint by  the  more  formal  and  rigid  course  of  proci^dure  applica- 
ble to  the  house,  we  may  prepare  and  mature,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be,  perfectthis  measure  of  legislation  for  the  subsequimt  sanction 
of  the  house.  And  how  has  this  been  proposed  to  be  done.?  It 
was  the  astounding  declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  com 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  but  yesterday,  that,  when  he  came 
into  the  house  the  preceding  day,  it  was  his  fixed  determination 
not  to  leave  the  halt  until  he  had  carried  the  bill  through.,  (taking 
it  up  almost  from  its  very  beginning),  and  had  it  reported  to  the 
house.  And  the  subsequent  experience  which  we  suffered,  in 
an  uninterrupted  session  of  nine  hours,  was,  doubtless,  in  exe- 
cution of  this  hiijh-handed  predetermination.  Sir,  it  should  be 
known  to  the  country,  and,  as  far  as  my  voice  can  reach,  it 
shall  be  made  known,  that  on  a  measure  of  the  first  and  highest 
importance  to  the  interests  of  this  nation,  the  passajje  of  an  ap- 
propriation  bill,  authorising  the  disbursement  of  millions  of  the 
public  money,  and  embracing  provisions  which  involve  princi- 
ples of  high  constitutional  moment,  as  well  as  of  expediency 
and  the  soundest  discretion,  it  was  contemplated  to  preclude 
discusssion,  by  a  direct  process  of  coercion  over  the  physical 
powers  of  the  minority.  There  are,  indeed,  as  we  have  seen, 
more  modes  than  one  of  applying  violence  in  the  business  of 
legislation:  the  previous  question — laying  on  tiie  table — and 
exhaustion  by  fatigue.  Abstinence,  aKso,  from  food  and  .sleep, 
if  long  enough  continued,  will  silence  speech.  Sir,  I  admonish 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  not  to  re- 
peat this  "experiment."  If  the  minority  must  submit  to  it, 
their  constituents  may  not.  Such  a  course;  of  procedure,  in  a 
matter  of  personal  concern,  by  one  having  the  power  to  en- 
force it,  would  render  void  a  civil  contract.  It  is  nothing  short 
of  duress  and  of  impri-onmrnt.  The  bill  may  not  be  disposed  of 
this  day,  perhaps  not  even  this  week,  willi  the  utmost  faith- 
fulness and  diligence.  There  are  jjrave  questions  jjrowing  out 
of  its  proposed  appropriations,  which  are  yet  to  be  deliberately 
considered.  The  clause  now  before  the  committee;  the  ap- 
propriation for  ministers  to  foreign  courts,  to  which,  if  no  one 
else  shall  offer  an  amendment,  I  shall  feel  it  a  duty,  (deferring, 
however,  to  any  gentlem:in  who  will  move  it),  to  propose  a 
limitation  of  the  application  of  the  money  to  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  to  such  ministers  only  as  have  bern,  or  may  be,  ap 
pointed  pursuant  to  the  constitution,  by  the  nomination  of  the 
president,  with  the  confirmation  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  except  in  case  of  a  vacancy  which  may  happen  diitin^' 
the  recess  of  that  body.  I  miy  also  find  it  necess.uy,  as  I  h:\vv. 
on  another  occasion  intim.iled,  to  offer  in  the  proper  lime  and 
place,  an  amendment,  to  secure  the  <lepositcs  of  the  public  mo 
ney,  for  the  i)ayment  o(  these  appropriations,  in  Hie  bank  of 
the  United  Stales.  Let  us  proceed,  then,  (;almly  and  dispns 
Kionately  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  On  all  tlK^se  subjects 
there  may  be,  it  is  manirest  thi-re  must  be,  rliscussioii.  m)re  or 
less  extended.  Does  the  honorable  cliairmnii  of  the  cominittee 
of  ways  and  means  again  demand  of  me  wlicllicr  T  speak  for 
my  friends,  as  well  as  f.n  mvself?  I  r^ply  in  the  m  uine'r  of  my 
respected  colleague,  (Mr.  Jldains),  to  whom  the  chairman  made 
the  singular  propr)sition,  the  other  eveiiiri!;,  of  consenting  that 
llie  committee  sho.ild  rise,  upon  conilition  ((lat  my   colleague 


would  enter  into  recognizance  for  the  good  behavior  of  his 
friends  on  the  coming  day.  It  was  a  proposition  only,  not  a 
^^bargain."  It  would  have  been  the  latter,  if  my  colleague  had 
assented  to  it.  He  answered,  however,  that  he  was  not  the 
keeper  of  his  friends.  Neither  was  I  authorised  to  give  pledges 
for  others.  There  is  little  occasion  for  concert  and  combina- 
tion between  those  who  have  but  a  single  object  in  the  execu- 
tion of  a  public  trust.  Theirs  is  a  direct  and  obvious  path,  in 
which  initlligfiice  and  integrity  impel  their  efforts  to  produce 
the  same  result,  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  interests,  and 
the  protection  of  the  people's  rights. 

The  appropriation  proposed  in  the  clause  of  the  bill  which  I 
ask  to  have  stricken  out,  is  objectionable  on  two  grounds.  1st. 
Because  the  expense  it  is  intended  to  reimburse  to  the  post 
office  department,  in  the  employment  of  extra  clerks,  the  last 
year,  was  unauthorised  by  law;  and  2d.  Because,  it  was  wholly, 
or  in  a  great  proportion,  unnecessary. 

The  appropriation  bill  of  the  year  1833  made  provision  for  the 
pay  f)f  all  clerks,  whose  empioyitient  had  been  previously  au- 
thorised by  conjiress.  Upofi  recurrence  to  thdt  bill,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  sum  of  ,■^41,100  was  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  clerk 
hire  in  the  post  office  depsrtment.  A  further  recurrence  to  the 
treasury  estimate  of  that  year,  will  also  show  that  the  compen- 
sation to  all  the  officers  in  the  department  was  proposed  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  existin*;  provisions  of  law  in  reference, 
to  the  creation  of  their  respective  office^.  The  aggregate  of  the 
estimate  was  $52,100.  Deduct  from  this  amount  the  salary  of 
$6,000  for  the  postmaster  seneral,  and  ^5,000  for  two  assistant 
postmasters  general,  and  the  remainder  is  the  exact  sum  of  the 
appropriation  for  clerks  by  the  bill  of  1833,  viz:  $41,100.  It  is 
to  be  remarked  also,  that  the  estimate  makes  direct  reference 
to  the  acts  of  congress  under  which,  at  different  periods,  and 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  increase  of  business  m  the  depart- 
ment required,  the  number  of  clerks  were  authorised.  Thu?, 
"clerks  per  act  of  20th  April,  1818;  clerks  per  act  of  26th  May, 
18-24;  clerks  per  act  2d  March,  1837;  clerks  per  act  of  24ih 
May,  1828."  Both  the  estimate  and  the  appropriation  were 
thus  restrained  by  relation  to  the  several  acts  which  authoris- 
ed and  limited  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  riep;irlment.  By 
what  autliority,  then,  does  the  postmaster  general  increase 
this  number  two  fold,  and  augment  the  ex[)ense  of  clerk  hire, 
(by  an  extra  charge  of  more  than  $31,000,  now  sousht  to  be 
provided  for  by  a  clause  in  the  present  bill),  from  $41,100  to 
$73,831  44.?  Will  conL'ress  permit,  in  this  indirect  manner, 
the  creation  of  new  offices  upon  the  sole  responsibility,  and  in 
the  pleasure  alone,  of  the  chief  of  a  department.'  By  the  mere 
will  of  the  posttnaster  general,  more  clerkships  have  been  con- 
stituted in  a  single  year,  than  by  all  preceding  acts  of  legislation 
on  the  subject. 

Heretofore,  whenever  it  had  been  found  necessary  in  the  bu- 
siness of  the  department  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks,  con- 
gress was  called  upon  to  pass  a  law  for  the  purpose.  So  it 
was  in  1818,  lb24,  1827  and  1828.  But  not  so  is  it  in  this  era  of 
reform,  and  strict  construction  of  delegated  powers.  The  post- 
master general  may,  at  one  sweep,  displace  old,  and  faithfuf, 
and  efficient  officers,  to  make  room  for  inexperienced,  unpro- 
fitable and  subservient  dependents;  and  thus  create  an  occasion 
for  twice  told  the  legalized  number.  He  obtains  from  congress 
an  appropriation  according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and,  increas- 
ing the  expense  two- fold,  without  consulting  congress,  claims  to 
be  indemnified  by  a  grant  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Of  what 
avail  is  legislation  upon  the  subject,  under  the  practice  which 
is  now  sought  to  be  sanctioned  by  this  committee?  Is  it  not, 
in  truth,  a  mockery,  that  laws  should  be  referred  to,  when  the 
restrictions  they  impose  are  utterly  disregarded?  The  very 
claim  of  the  department  is  in  derision  of  the  authority  of  con- 
gress. We  are  gravely  pointed  to  the  law  of  1818,  and  to  sub- 
sequent statutes,  as  the  foundation  for  the  estimate  of  appro- 
priations for  clerical  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  postmaster 
aeneral;  while  nearly  one-half  the  aggregate  of  those  expenses 
rests  upon  no  estimate,  is  incurred  without  law,  and  comes 
only  to  the  knowledge  of  congress  in  the  shape  of  a  demand  for 
its  reimbursement. 

If  additional  clerks  were  wanted  in  the  department,  why  was 
not  the  occasion  communicated  to  congress?  Was  it  less  ne- 
cessary in  1833  to  seek  authority  for  the  appointment  of  some 
t'venfif  or  thirty  clerks,  than  it  was  in  the  year  1838,  for  in- 
stance, to  obtain  that  authority  for  the  appointment  of  five? 
The  case  presents  this  extraordinary  aspect;  the  law  limits  the 
number  of  clerks;  the  posim.ister  genecal,  the  officer  of  Jaw, 
makes  the  number  illimitable.  Congress  appropriates  a  sum 
certain  for  the  payment  of  clerk  hire;  the  postmaster  general, 
without  regard  to  the  appropriation,  mnkes  the  expense  uncer- 
tain, by  an  indefinite  amount  of  extra  services.  The  incident 
Ixjcomes  greater  than  the  principal  matter.  In  other  limes, 
and  under  the  administration  of  the  same  department,  by  dif- 
ferent men,  it  required  the  warrant  of  law  to  create  a  single 
clerkshi[);  now,  the  discretion  or  the  pleasurf:  of  the  postmaster 
general  may  constitute  them  by  fifties.  Fornrerly,  an  appro- 
priation was  necessary  to  justify  an  expenditure;  but  now, 
chariTPs  are  first  incurred,  and  appropriations  are  sure  to  follow. 
We  are  now,  even  here,  ensii^ed  in  playiiij;  the  merest  farce. 
Why  debate  an  appropriation  bill?  Why  not  the  whole  nun>- 
her  of  clerks  whom  the  postmaster  "oncral  shall  see;  fit  to  ap- 
point, b(!  a«  well  provided  fi)r  without  a  specific  grant?  If 
he  may  incur  an  expense  exceeding  31,000  dollars,  without  the 
previous  authority  of  coni;res.i,  why  may  he  not  the  whole 
sum  of  ihe  charges  of  his  department?  It  seems  worse  than  idls 
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specially  to  appropriate  41,100  dollarsi,  and  leave  him  at  liberty 
to  swell  the  tax  upon  the  treasury  in  nearly  double  that  anioutil. 
la  it  the  intention  of  gentlemen  in  tins  house—  of  the  cummittee 
of  ways  and  means  more  especially — to  sanction  this  extraor 
dinary  and  irresponsible  exercise  of  patronage  and  power?  If 
eo,  let  them  come  forward  and  boldly  avow  it,  and  it  will  then 
no  longer  be  matter  for  argument. 

But  the  present  bill  makes  no  prospective  provision  for  com 
pensation  (or  clerk  hire  in  the  department  the  current  year,  be- 
yond the  amount  appropriated  the  Inst  year.  Yet  we  are  toM 
that  the  deficiency  tor  iliat  year  was  more  than  ;^31,0()0.  Will 
Jess  clerical  service  be  required,  or  fewer  clerks  employed  here- 
after, than  heretofore.''  It  otherwise?,  wherefore  comes  it,  that, 
with  the  experience  ol  the  past,  an  adequate  sum  is  not  propos- 
ed for  the  I'uture.''  Why  make  an  appropriation  of  but  ^41,100, 
when  it  has  been  made  apparent  thai  ^72,831  44  is  again  to  be 
expended?  Is  it  to  conceal  from  this  house  and  tlie  people  the 
enormous  and  unmitigated  expenses  of  a  prodigal  dt  parimenl? 
Whatever  is  to  be  the  cost,  let  it  be  fairly  uiukrslood,  not  co- 
vertly and  disingeniously  encourage  a  delusive  expectation,  that 
a  given  sum  will  suffice,  which  experience  has  already  shown 
is,  by  almost  double  the  amount,  to  be  exceeded.  As  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  unwarrantable  excess  of  expenditure,  and  the 
utter  disregard  of  the  authority  of  law,  I  have  only  to  refer  to 
that  authentic  record  of  departinenlal  abominations,  "the  Blue 
Book,"  so  called.  It  there  disiiiictly  appears,  that  there  are 
five  assistants  to  the  messengers,  when,  by  law,  and  the  very 
last  appropriation  bill,  provision  is  made  but  for  two;  and  in  the 
same  unauthorised  manner,  though  in  somewhat  a  less  propor- 
tion, have  the  number  of  clerks  been  increased. 

I  proceed  now  to  show,  that  the  expense  for  extra  clerk  hire, 
sought  to  be  reimbursed  to  tlie  depaitment  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  this  bill,  was  altogether,  or  in  a  great  degree,  un- 
necessary, and  uncalled  for,  by  any  cortesponding  increase  of 
business.  I  say  reimbursed,  because  it  is  not  to  be  pretended 
that  the  clerks  are,  to  this  moment,  without  compensation  for 
their  services  in  the  year  1833.  They  have  doubtless  long  since 
received  their  stipulated  wages.  The  postmaster  general,  from 
those  ample  resources  of  a  revenue  of  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  or  from  the  loans  he  has  negotiated  with 
the  banks,  his  over-draughts,  or  anticipations  of  the  revenue  of 
the  present  year,  has  satisfied  the  claims  of  these  pensioners 
upon  his  official  liberality.  The  object,  I  repeat  it,  of  the  pre 
sent  appropriation  is  to  reimburse  the  department  the  money 
which  has  thus  been  advanced.  Let  no  one  suppose  it  is  to  pay 
the  faithful,  hard-laboring  clerk.  The  advancement  has  been 
made,  and  when  the  postmaster  general  shall  show  a  jnstifica- 
lion  for  the  expenditure,  either  by  law,  or  in  the  exigencies  of 
his  office,  I  will  be  the  last  to  oppose  its  being  refunded.  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  relation  to  this  depart 
ment,  the  minority  of  this  house,  upon  whom  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  cast  the  omzs/^roAanrfi, 
are  left  to  grope  in  the  dark.  Whatever  may  be  the  knowledge 
of  others,  all  information  is  denied  to  us.  A  resolution,  which 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  offer  a  few  days  since,  asking  only  for  a 
communication  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  number  of  clerks  in 
the  department,  their  assigned  and  appropriate  duties  and  em- 
ployme!it3,  and  the  fund  from  which  they  had  received  their 
pay,  has  met  with  no  favor  in  this  house.  I  say,  sir,  that  this 
most  important  information,  essential  to  an  intelligent  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  interesting  to  the 
whole  people,  is  withheld,  unreasonably  withheld,  as  1  must 
think,  from  us. 

In  the  absence  of  the  best  evidence,  therefore,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  secondary  proof.  I  rely,  then,  in  support  of 
the  position  that  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, in  the  year  1833,  was  unnecessary,  upon  the  fact,  that  no 
authority  was  asked  by  the  department,  or  given  by  congress, 
for  their  employment.  Upon  reference  to  the  appropriation  bill 
for  that  year,  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  was  a  provision  for 
the  payment  of  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  preceding  years  1831  and 
1832.  But  neither  the  treasury  estimate,  nor  the  appropriation 
bill  for  1833,  furnish  the  slightest  suggestion  that  any  such  cause 
of  expense  was  to  continue.  The  estimate  for  clerk  hire  in  the 
department  in  the  latter  year  was  but  41,100  dollars,  and  this 
pum  was  all  that  was  appropriated.  Let  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  his  ingenuity,  and 
devoted  fidelity  to  the  administration,  assign  a  reason  for  such 
an  estimate  and  appropriation,  if  it  had  been  anticipated  that 
the  proposed  sum  was  to  be,  nearly  to  an  equal  amount,  ex- 
ceeded. And  wherefore  is  it,  if  so  great  a  number  of  clerks  had 
become  necessary,  congress  was  not  called  upon,  either  by  a 
committee  of  this  house,  or  by  the  department  itseK,  as  had  al- 
ways before  been  the  case,  whenever  occasion  rendered  it  pro- 
per to  pass  a  law  authorising  an  additional  number. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  quite  time  that  the  concerns  of  this  de- 
partment were  more  strictly  inquired  into,  and  its  management 
severely  scrutinized.  It  is  the  foulest  spot,  as  I  verily  believe, 
in  an  Hnlailhful,  corrupt  and  corrupting  administration  of  the 
government.  It  is  the  Aiignsan  stalile  which,  with  Herculean 
labor,  must  be  cleansed  and  purified.  If  gentlemen,  to  whom 
is  assigned  the  unenviable  task  of  defendinc  the  di-partment, 
will  not  aflTord  the  information  which,  doubtless,  themselves 
possess,  in  relation  to  its  affairs,  thej'  must  not  complain,  even 
should  there  be  some  raisapprehen.='ion  in  respect  to  the  manner 
of  its  conduct.  Thos^e  who  are  less  fortunate  in  the  means  of 
intelligence,  must  proceed  with  such  lights  as  are  allowed  to 
them. 


It  appears,  then,  from  the '=Blue  Book,"  that  no  less  than 
ninclytwo  peisoiis,  including  the  postmaster  general,  two  as- 
sistants, a  treasurer  and  a  general  agent,  are  employed  in  the 
department,  at  an  annual  cliargo  of  ^88,640.  Ol  these,  seventy- 
five  are  clerks,  six  messengers,  two  walelitnen  and  four  agents. 
IJy  the  Kegi.^ter  of  officers,  l()r  the  year  1827,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  were,  at  thut  time,  but  thirty-nine  per.-on.-<  in  all  attached 
to  the  department,  at  an  annual  charge  of  ;it'47,200.  Of  these, 
thirty  three  were  clerks,  one  messenger  and  twii  assistants.  In 
the  year  1828,  congress  authorised  the  addition  of  five  more 
cleiks;  and  these,  with  the  thirty-nine  persons  before  inentitm- 
ed,  are  the  whole  number,  it  is  believed,  out  of  the  ninety-two 
now  employed,  which  are  warranted  by  law,  the  residue  having 
been  appointed  upon  the  sole,  uncontrolled,  and,  as  it  now 
seems  to  be  held  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  irresponsible 
and  unlimited  discretion  and  pleasure  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
pariinent.  It  might  not  be  impertinent  to  inquire,  before  pass- 
ing the  appropriation,  how  this  tribe  of  subordinates  are  em- 
ployed. In  the  days  of  the  predecessor  of  the  present  postmas- 
ter general,  and  while  the  business  of  the  office  was  undergoing 
a  course  of  systematic  arrangement,  and  the  facilities  to  com- 
munication were  developing  and  being  greatly  extended,  that 
distinguistied  officer,  to  whom  the  country  is  under  lasting  obli- 
gations (or  the  efficiency,  punctuality  and  certainty,  given  to 
mail  transportation,  was  content  with  the  number  of  clerks  as- 
signed to  his  department  by  law.  This  niimber,  as  appears  by 
the  register,  never  exceeded  thirty  eight.  There  might  have 
been  some  excess  of  expense  for  extra  service,  but,  if  so,  it  was 
casual  and  inconsiderable.  Whence  comes  it,  that  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  officers  are  now  found  necessary?  It  may 
well  be  admitted  that  the  operations  of  the  depaitment  are  very 
greatly  extended,  but,  with  the  preservation  of  ineihod  and  or- 
derly arrangement,  this  need  not  occasion  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  clerkships.  If  the  same  system  of  regulation  and  ac- 
countability is  continued,  the  additional  labor  would,  in  a  great 
degree,  consist  in  causing  a  few  more  entries  in  the  same  set  of 
books,  filling  a  few  more  blank  forms  of  proposals  and  contracts, 
and  following  out  more  extensively  a  like  course  of  duties  con- 
forming to  the  enlaiged  sco|>e  of  similar  operations.  It  cannot 
seriously  be  pretended  that,  for  an  increase  to  double  the  extent 
of  former  post  routes,  and  number  of  post  officers,  an  addition 
of  one  fourth  the  number  of  clerks  could  have  been  required. 
Does  the  merchant,  who  adds  to  his  capital  in  trade,  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  multiply,  in  the  same  propoiiion,  the  clerks  in  his 
counting  house?  A  given  number  are  necessary  to  his  well  re- 
gulated order  of  business.  Each  has  his  assigned  department 
of  service,  and,  although  the  ca|)ital  may  be  increased  an  hun- 
dred per  cent,  there  may  be  but  little  additional  labor  in  its  ma- 
nagement. Before  the  committee  shall  agree  to  an  appropria- 
of  more  than  70,000  dollars  for  clerk  hire  only,  for  a  single  year, 
in  this  department,  let  them  be  advised  of  the  nevi'  occasion, 
since  1838,  which  has  given  rise  to  one  half  this  expense.  How 
were  all  these  officers  employed:  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  may  be  presumed  to  have  knowledge 
on  this  subject,  or  the  resolution,  proposing  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion from  the  postmaster  general,  would  not  have  been  refused. 
I  respectfully  put  it,  then,  to  the  chairman  to  instruct  this  house, 
what  are  the  assigned,  distinct  and  appropriate  duties  of  the  ge- 
neral agent,  the  examiner,  and  clerks  of  the  examiner's  office, 
solicitor  and  clerks  of  the  solicitor's  office,  and  clerks  of  ap- 
pointments. These  are  designations  of  officers  unknown  to  the 
law.  On  such  inquiry  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  honora- 
ble gentlemen  about  me,  I  find  much  diversity  of  impression  on 
this  subject. 

The  respective  offices  of  these  clerks,  of  various  charnctHBr, 
seem  to  be  little  understood,  and  are  often  confounded.  There 
are  five  solicitors  and  six  clerks  of  appointment.  What  are 
their  appropriate  duties?  Since  the  policy  of  the  government 
has  prospered  so  liberally  the  spoils  of  office  as  the  reward  of 
victory,  it  may  be  that  one  set  of  these  characteristic  denomi- 
nations find  sufficient  employment  in  canvassing  the  pretensions 
of  candidates  for  preferment,  while  the  other  are  equally  well 
occupied  in  following  out  the  consequences  of  unsuitable  ap- 
pointments. I  mean  no  reproach,  in  this,  to  the  clerks  them- 
selves. I  am  quite  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  intelligence,  capa- 
city and  fidelity  of  many  of  them.  Doubtless  there  are  those 
who  assiduously  and  meritoriously  devote  themselves  to  the 
public  service.  But  I  maintain,  that  so  great  a  number  are  un- 
necessary. The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Har- 
iJin)  told  us  yesterday,  that  one  of  these  public  servants,  at 
1,600  dollars  per  annum,  was  a  practitioner  at  law,  attending 
the  courts  in  his  own  state;  and  that  another,  at  1,000  dollars 
per  annum,  micht  be  seen  daily  in  this  house  in  the  character 
of  a  reporter  for  the  government  official.  How  many  more 
have  similar  indiilgencies  cannot  be  known,  iinlil  the  bouse 
shall  please  to  require  more  accurate  information  of  their  duties 
and  employments.  A  clerkship  is  a  most  convenient  place  in 
which  to  retain  the  services  of  political  partisans;  and  the  po- 
sition of  a  post  office  establishment,  in  the  cnmrnand  of  the 
great  channels  of  commnnicntion,  the  best  suited  to  give  direc- 
tion and  effect  to  the  machinery  of  party  organization  and  ar- 
rangement. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  department  should  furnish  an 
additional  and  insuperable  objection  to  the  passage  of  tliis  apr 
propiiatioii.  It  should  be  brought,  at  once,  to  the  necessity  of 
a  full  and  explicit  disclosure  of  its  situation  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  There  is  ground  to  believe  that  its  pecu- 
niary affairs  are  in  a  deranged  and  embarrassed  state,  beyond  a 
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reasonable  hope  that  they  CAn  ever  be  retrieved  by  the  skill  or 
good  fortune  of  those  to  whose  management  they  are,  at  pre- 
sent, committed.  There  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  a  deep  and 
eearching  operation,  an  overhauling  and  overturning  of  the  do- 
ings of  the  department.  It  needs  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom. 
It  was  once  a  prosperous  and  creditable  concern  to  the  nation; 
conducted  with  order  and  method;  affording  ail  desirable  faci- 
lities to  communication;  abstaining  from  associations  and  ar- 
rangements foreign  to  the  object  of  its  institution;  giving  uni- 
versal satisfaction,  and  enjoying  unbounded  confidence. 

Under  the  able  and  successful  administration  of  the  predeces- 
sor of  the  present  postmaster  general,  it  had  become  a  source 
of  certain  and  rapidly  increasing  revenue  to  the  stale.  The 
last  annual  report  of  judge  McLean,  in  1828,  transmitted  by  the 
president  to  congress,  with  the  documents  accompanying  his 
message,  states  the  amount  of  accumulated  surplus  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  post  office  department,  to  be  $.332,105  10.  In  the  re- 
port of  the  present  postmaster  general,  the  following  year, 
(1829),  after  giving  a  precise  and  critical  review  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  department,  and  particularly  adverting  to  the 
balance  of  credit  stated  by  his  predecessor,  he  reduces  the 
amount,  by  substractions  for  various  causes,  and  places  the  true 
and  actual  balance  on  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  at  $230,849  07. 
Here,  then,  is  a  distinct  admission  that  the  nett  available  funds, 
after  he  came  into  office,  exceeded  the  sum  of  ^230,000.  Nor  is 
this  ali.  He  somewhat  boasiingly  adds,  in  the  same  report,  that 
"the  new  contracts  have  been  made,  including  all  the  improve- 
ments, for  $19,195  37  less  than  the  sums  paid  under  the  expir- 
ing contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,"  in  a  section  of 
country  to  which  he  refers,  and  that  "the  advantageous  terms 
of  these  contracts  will  effect  a  saving  to  the  department,  of 
about  25  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the  services  to  be  perform- 
ed." He  also  admits  that  "the  department  has  always  been 
sustained  by  it3  own  resources,  and  that  no  money,  at  any  time, 
has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  but  that  it  has  contributed  to  the  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment." 

These  references  are  intended  to  prove  to  tliis  committee, 
beyond  all  controversy,  the  prosperous  state  of  the  department, 
when  the  present  officer  entered  upon  its  administration.  Sub- 
sequently, and  as  late  as  November,  18.39,  its  condition  was 
made  a  subject  of  congratulation  by  the  president,  in  his  annual 
message  to  congress.  "From  the  accompanying  report  (says 
the  message),  of  the  postmaster  general,  yoij  vvill  perceive  that 
that  department  continues  to  extend  its  usefulness,  without  im- 
pairing its  resources,  or  lessening  the  accommodation  which  it 
affords  in  the  secure  and  rapid  transportation  of  the  mail." 

The  report  referred  to,  fully  sustains  the  message,  and  con- 
tains the  express  assurance  that,  "with  all  the  increase  of  mail 
facilities  during  the  year,  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1832,  the  re- 
venues of  the  department  have,  within  an  inconsiderable  sum, 
•equalled  its  expenses."  The  sur'plus  available  fund,  althoug:h 
somewhat  reduced,  is  stated  at  .^202, 811  44.  There  is  also  to 
be  found,  in  that  report,  another  assurance  eminently  worthy 
■of  being  rememtiered  at  this  occasion,  that  "if  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease in  the  nett  proceeds  of  postages,  for  the  year  which  will 
end  on  the  30th  of  June.  1833,  shall  equal  that  of  1832,  it  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  ;^193,823  06  above  that  of  the  last  year, 
which  will  exceed  the  additional  amount  required  for  transpor- 
tation, by  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  provided  no 
further  improvements  shall  be  made,  without  estimating  any 
thing  for  postages  which  may  arise  on  new  routes."  Follow- 
ing up  this  anticipaiion  of  the  postmaster  general,  it  will  be  seen 
by  his  report  for  1833,  that  the  increase  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  postage.^  of  that  year  over  the  year  1832,  instead  of  being 
only  $196,823,  did,  in  fact,  amount  to  $247,156  16.  This  sum, 
added  to  the  former  balance  of  $202,811  40  of  available  funds 
in  his  hands,  according  to  his  preceding  report,  put  at  his  dis- 
posal, in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1833,  $449,967  56 
more  money,  than  the  greatest  amount  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  department  in  any  preceding  year.  The  gross  amonnt  of 
tlie  postages  of  that  year  is  given  in  the  report  at  $2,616,538  27. 
Yet  how  stands  the  account  at  the  end  of  the  year.!*  in  the  very 
words  of  the  report,  "the  department  was  indebted,  on 
THE  1st  of  July,  1833,  beyond  the  amount   of  available 

FUNDS    DUE   TO    IT,  IN   THE    SUM    OF    $195,208    10!" 

The  manner  in  which  the  postmaster  general  endeavors  to 
get  rid  of  the  former  balance  of  202,811  dollars  to  the  credit  of 
the  last  year,  by  the  discovery  that  it  had  been  absorbed  in  the 
expenses  of  the  department  previous  to  that  time,  speaks  little 
in  favor  of  that  system  of  strict  accountability  which,  he  an- 
nounced in  his  first  report,  he  had  introduced  into  the  depart- 
ment for  tha  correction  of  the  "looseness  and  irresponsibility" 
which  had  before  been  permitted  to  exist.  It  might  be  suffici- 
ent to  answer,  that  so  gross  an  error  in  the  statement  of  an  ac- 
count, with  no  other  explanation  than  that  "it  is  now  ascertain- 
ed, that  the  expenses  incurred  for  transportation  which  had  ac- 
tually been  performed,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  beyond 
the  amount  stated  in  that  report,  were  $205,656  97,"  without 
showing  how  those  expenses  had  been  incurred,  or  even  sug- 
gesting the  manner  in  which  the  error  was  committed,  evinces 
great  innorance  of  the  real  condition  of  the  department,  or  want 
f)f  fidflity  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 

For  the  [)urpo.;e  of  the  present  argument,  however,  it  is  en- 
tirely irrimaterial  whether  the  balance  was  exhausted  in  1833  or 
in  the  preceding  years.  ConfcEsedly  it  existed  when  the  de- 
ynrtnient  cariie  into  his  hands.  Admitting,  then,  the  correction 
claimed  by  him  in  hii  last  report,  it  only  follows,  that,  between 


the  30th  of  June,  1839,  and  the  30th  of  June,  1833,  he  had  expend- 
ed the  whole  of  the  surplus  balance  which  he  received  ftom  his 
predecessor,  besides  the  vast  accruing  annual  revenues  of  the 
department,  and  had  created  a  debt,  on  the  last  mentioned  day, 
according  to  the  last  account,  of  $2,844  67,  which,  with  a  still 
increasing  revenUe,  he  had  augmented,  on  the  30th  June,  1833, 
to  $195,208  10  over  and  above  all  the  available  funds  of  the  de- 
partment. It  is,  moreover,  to  be  observed,  that,  in  his  report 
of  the  preceding  year,  he  had  given  a  pledge,  that,  if  the  ratio 
of  increase  in  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  postages  should  continue 
as  great  as  the  previous  year,  it  would  exceed  the  additional 
amount  required  for  transportation  by  more  than  $100,000,  and 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  this  ratio  of  increase  was  $50,000  more 
than  that  of  the  former  year.  Yet  what  was  the  result?  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  exceeded  the  receipts  by  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Regarding  the  date  to  which  the  ac- 
counts are  made  up,  (the  30ih  of  June),  it  must  be  obvious  thai 
the  amount  could  not  have  been  greatly  affected  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  mail  routes  at  the  intervening  session  of  con- 
gress. But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  condition  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no  faith  in  theaccuracy  of  the  accounts 
as  they  are  laststated,  I  have  no  belief  that  the  department  itself 
knows  the  extent  of  its  own  indebtedness,  or,  knowing,  dare  en- 
counter the  scrutiny  which  a  disclosnre  of  the  truth  would  ine- 
vitably produce.  Sir,  my  word  for  it,  the  deficit  is  not  merely  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars— it  is  now  hundreds  of  thousands 
more.  I  may  not  be  able  to  show  precisely  how  much,  for  we 
are  here  without  the  means  of  proof.  But  let  this  house  adopt  tha 
resolution  which  seeks  from  the  department  information  on  the 
subject;  grant  but  the  subpoena;  and  there  will  be  full  and  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth.  In  the  want  of  that  evidence,  which  I 
repeat  is  withheld,  I  am  warranted  by  representations  quite  sa- 
tisfactory to  my  own  mind,  to  assume,  that  the  department 
is  deeply  insolvent,  that  it  owes,  at  this  moment,  from  eiobt 
hundred  thousand  to  a  million  of  dollars.  That  it  is  in  debt 
to  banks  for  moneys  borrowed,  at  least,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars — and  for  over  drafts  upon  credits  for 
deposites  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars — that 
it  has  already,  to  some  extent,  anticipated  the  revenue  from  post 
offices,  the  current  quarter;  and  is  largely  in  arrearages  to  mail 
contractors,  upon  contracts  executed,  or  continuing,  where,  by 
the  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  money  has  become  payable,  to 
its  own  great  discredit,  and  the  dishonor  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  honest  creditor  of  the  government  is  denied  or  delay- 
ed his  dues.  If  he  asks  for  payment,  he  is  shown  a  list  of  for- 
feitures, and,  by  insisting  upon  his  money,  he  comes  to  under- 
stand that  he  may  provoke  a  set-ofF  in  fines,  or  hazard  the  re- 
scinding of  his  contract  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  its  severe  and 
inexhorable  exactions.  There  is  derangement,  disappointment, 
and  vexation  through  all  the  operations  of  the  department.  It 
has  been  made  the  instrument  of  political  advancement,  and  its 
legitimate  purposes  are  held  in  subserviency  to  this  unwarranta- 
ble end.  Complaints  have  been  heard,  loud  and  long,  from  eve- 
ry quarter  of  the  land,  of  its  irregularity  and  mismanagement, 
it  has  been  devoted  to  personal  as  well  as  party  objects.  Post 
offices,  in  to  many  instances,  have  been  unnecessarily  establish- 
ed, and  even  the  course  of  the  mail  made  devious  and  sinuous 
in  reference  to  post  office  appointments.  Faithful  and  accepta- 
ble post  masters  have  been  removed  from  office  for  opinions* 
sake,  and  executive  sycophants  and  demagogueing  partisans  re- 
warded with  their  places. 

I  say  these  things  in  no  willingness  to  fiitd  fault.  I  would  do 
no  injustice  to  the  postmaster  general.  He.  may,  to  a  great  de- 
gree, have  been  influenced  by  misrepresentations,  and  suffer 
wrong  from  the  abused  confidence  which,  weakly  or  inconsi- 
derately, he  has  reposed  in  others.  Yet  he  is  the  responsible 
head  of  this  highly  important  department  of  the  government, 
and  for  much,  very  much,  of  the  present  embarrassment,  he  is 
most  justly  to  be  held  accountable  to  congress  and  before  tl>e 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  committee,  it  was  not 
my  purpose  to  become  the  accuser  of  the  postmaster  general. 
This,  to  me,  would  be  an  unaccustomed  an-d  a  thankless  office. 
Nor  was  it  with  a  vain  ambition  to  be  heard  on  this  floor.  In 
competition  with  the  many  experienced  and  gifted  men  of  thi« 
house,  I  can  have  nothing  to  hope  for  distinction  here,  and  else- 
where my  public  course  has  been  accomplished.  This  bill  seem- 
ed to  me  to  present  important  topics  for  discussion.  The  ap- 
propriations it  proposes,  involve  the  applications  of  sontc  of  the 
most  essential  principles  of  republican  gov^'rnment.  To  thp.«e, 
rather  than  to  sums  of  money,  it  will,  at  all  times,  behoove  the 
faithful  representative  to  give  his  earnest  attention.  Seeing  those 
with  whom  I  accord  in  sentiment,  on  these  most  interesting  sub- 
jects, wearied  with  unceasing  efforts,  pressed  by  the  votes  of  .tn 
unyielding  majority,  and  almost  disheartened  by  the  conviction 
that  further  resistance  or  remonstrance  would  be  alike  unavail- 
ing, I  felt  impelled  to  proffer  my  humble  aid  to  their  relief.  It 
was  no  less  an  obligation  imposed  upon  me  by  the  position^ 
which,  on  a  former  occasion,  I  had  assumed.  I  have  moved 
the  amendment  to  the  bill  in  sincerity,  and  from  a  deep  convic- 
tion, under  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  adverted,  of  the 
impropriety  of  making  the  appropriation  which  it  proposes. 
However  the  question  shall  now  be  disposed  of,  there  will  re- 
main to  me  th«  consciousness,  that,  in  whatever  I  have  paid,  T 
have  intended  nothing  more  than  to  discharge  my  duty,  afi  T 
humbly  trust  I  ever  shall  do,  here  and  elsewhere,  faithfully  aud 
fearlessly. 


I  III  ■■lllllllllllll  HIII'IH 


NILE8'  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Fouara  skries.  No.  13— Vol.  X.]     BAIiTIMORE,  MAY  24,  1834.     [Vol.  XLVI.  Whole  No.  1,183. 


THE  PAST TUK  PRESENT— FOR  THE   FUTURE. 


EDITED,    PRINTED    AND    PUBLISHED    BY    H.  NILES,  AT   $5    PER    ANNUM,    PAYABLE   IN   ADVANCE. 


-m.,H-M>^  I -.'.^ '■*■■*    -~.H.l«ilH.M.   JHJliJUfi,     iJM».r>„,».„.i.i,^. 


In  our  last,  we  published  Mr.  Lincobi'a  speech  on  the 
affairs  of  the  general  post  office,  and  now  give  that  of 
Mr.  Connor,  in  reply.  The  present  sheet  contains  Mr. 
Calhoun^s  speech  on  the  president's  protest,  and  Mr. 
Forsyth's  reply  is  laid  off  for  our  next  paper.  We  de- 
sire to  publish  Mr.  Clay's  speech  on  the  same  subject, 
v'ith  Mr.  Wrighfs  reply,  and  shall  soon  give  them  a 
place,  unless  prevented  by  a  rush  of  documentary  mat- 
ter, a  large  quantity  of  which  may  be  soon  expected  in 
relation  to  the  bank  from  the  committee  of  the  house, 
recently  returned  from  Philadelphia. 

Our  good  friend  and  representative  in  congress,  Mr. 
Heathy  who  promptly  forwards  to  tis  all  the  public  do- 
cuments, has  sent  on  the  reports  and  papers  concerning 
the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and 
JMoorCy  of  Kentucky.  They  make  an  octavo  volume  of 
seven  hundred  and  txventy-seven  pages  of  close  print. 

We  publish  a  decision  concerning  "bills  of  credit," 
which  will  recommend  itself  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  those  who  shall  read  it.  In  our  opinion,  the  question 
as  to  the  power  of  congress  to  establish  a  national  bank, 
is  less  doubtful  than  that  of  the  states  to  incorporate 
local  banks— if  bank  notes  are  "bills  of  credit,"  as  we 
roust  needs  think  that  they  are,  in  certain  cases — the  issue 
of  such  bills  b«ing  expressly  forbidden  to  the  states:  but, 
as  every  state  is  a  party  in  such  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  (if  this  is  one),  no  other  prac- 
tical good  can  proceed  from  such  investigations  of  the 
subject,  as  we  believe,  than  to  soften  the  opposition  to  a 
power  which  is  incidentally  granted,  in  the  common  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  which  is  decidedly  prohibited,  but  too 
deep-rooted  to  be  laid  aside,  and  so  reconciling  persons 
to  the  restraint  or  correction  of  one  uncontrollable  wrong. 
by  another  over  which  a  sound  discretion  may  be  exer- 
cised, and  a  wholesome  and  uniform  currency  be  thus 
established  and  maintained — a  national  bank,  regulated  by 
congress,  having  the  power,  duty  and  interest,  or  so  re- 
gulating the  local  banks  of  the  twenty-four  states,  that 
their  issues  shall  be  kept  within  the  range  of  their  means, 
and  a  rag-currency  be  thus  avoided. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of  representatives  is  pre- 
paring for  a  summer  session,  having  adjourned  from 
Thursday  to  Monday,  that  the  carpels  of  the  hall  may 
be  removed,  and  their  place  supplied  with  matting,  &cc. 

The  idea  is  becoming  general,  though  it  does  noi  appear 
to  have  any  particular  foundation,  that  congress  will  not 
adjourn  without  doing  something  of  a  decisive  character 
with  relation  to  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  pecu- 
niary distresses  under  which  the  people  are  laboring. 
By  the  immense  curtailments  of  expenses  that  have  been 
made  and  are  making — by  the  discharges  of  working 
people  in  all  practicable  cases,  and  restrained  operations 
in  every  department  of  business,  a  small  comparative 
amount  of  money  is  required  for  7ietv  purposes,  but  old 
engagements,  and  to  a  much  larger  amount  than  usual, 
remain  unsatisfied,  and  many  have  been  postponed  in  the 
hope  of  better  times.  Hence  tlie  present  month  -was  a 
severe  one,  but  the  ensuing  one  is  expected  to  be  much 
more  so,  and  especially  if  the  appropriation  bills  shall  be 
passed.  Tl»e  passage  of  these  bills  will  relieve  many  in- 
dividuals,  but  add  much  to  the  existing  embarrassrnents 
of  the  banks,  and  the  public. 

The  bank  committee  reported  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  Thursday  last,  the  minority  also  presenting 
a  report.  Copies  of  both  may  be  expected  in  the  next 
Register. 

The  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Thursday  says — We 
learn  that  ^-Indrptv  Stevenson^  (now  speaker  of  the  houbc 
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of  representatives),  was  yesterday  nominated  to  the  se- 
nate, by  the  president,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain;  and  JVlahlon 
Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Russia. 

We  are  informed,  from  another  source,  that  Messrs. 
Polk  and  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  H'ayne,  of  Georgia,  and 
Sutherland,  of  Pennsylvania,  are  each  spoken  of  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  the  chair,  if  his  nomina- 
tion should  be  confirmed  by  the  senate;  and  it  is  said  that, 
at  any  rate,  he  will  resign,  in  consequence  of  the  decidetl 
vote  in  his  district. 

Rumors  are  "as  plenty  as  blackberries"— and  "of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,"  and  some  of  them  are — "very  important, 
if  true!"  They  would  shew  a  strange  state  of  things  at 
Washington,  and  elsewhere. 

The  New  York  Evening  Star  informs  that — "Almost 
the  whole  regency  have  taken  their  departure  for  Wash- 
ington. Judge  Vanderpoel,  Mr.  Senator  Edmonds,  Mr. 
Senator  Sudam,  attorney  general  Bronson,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Murray,  Mr.  State  Printer  Croswell  and  Mr.  John  Van 
Buren;  Mr.  Senator  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Senator  Van 
Schaick  are  to  follow.  Mr.  Tibbits  is  already  on  the 
spot." 

Several  of  these,  and,  perhaps,  all  of  them,  are  at 
Washington — for  what  purpose  it  is  not  easy  to  conjec- 
ture, tho'  the  movement  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  ordi- 
nary occurrence.  But,  as  in  the  oracles  of  the  day,  it  is 
said  that  all  persons  who  borrow  money  of  banks  are 
the  tools  or  slaves  of  the  banks,  the  "democracy"  should 
keep  a  sharp  look-out — for  it  is  said  that  the  "regency" 
have  been  fed  at  Mr.  JVeb8ter''s  table !  However,  as  nego- 
tiations about  money  may  sometimes  be  "fair  business 
transactions,"  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  reported 
dining  of  the  "regency"  with  Mr.  Webster,  may  have 
been  only  such  an  act  of  courtesy  as  one  geiitlema7i  owes, 
or  may  rightfully  extend,  to  others! 

We  have  taken  some  pains  to  condense  an  account  of 
certain  late  revolutionary  movements  in  France — which 
will  be  found  interesting.  The  power  of  the  government, 
which  is  supported  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  however, 
restored  the  public  peace—- but  not  until  many  lives  had 
been  lost. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  many  more  persona 
were  killed  in  these  affrays  than  are  reported.  Several 
persons  of  distinction  being  shot  from  the  houses,  the 
military,  in  some  cases,  put  to  death  all  that  they  foun<l 
in  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  vote  in  the  French  chamber  of  de- 
puties, on  the  indemnity  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
is  not  final;  and  expected  that  the  amount  agreed  to  be 
paid  will  be  adjusted  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  at  another 
session.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  well-judging  men, 
that,  if  there  had  not  been  such  a  display,  or  what  some 
call  "gloi'y,"  concerning  the  negotiation  of  this  treaty, 
the  present  difficulty  about  it  would  not  have  happened. 
Parts  of  the  correspondence  published  should  have  been, 
at  least,  retained. 

On  this  subject  the  National  Gazette  observes— 

*'AmonK  Ihcni  [the  letters  of  Mr.  Rives]  was  a  letter  in  which 
lie  states  that  he'liad  cajoled  the  French  and  obtained  more 
than  twice  what  was  due  (a  fact  which  turns  out  unfortunately 
not  to  b«  true);  and  that  the  commercial  advantages  given  in 
lipu  of  those  stipulated  for  by  the  Louisiana  treaty,  were  really 
of  no  importance,  as  they  would  have  been  introduced  into  the 
tariff  by  congress  without  the  offer  of  any  equivalent.  The 
printed  document  must  have  made  its  way  to  Paris,  and  could 
not  have  been  without  influence  on  the  vote  of  the  chambers.'* 

A  proceeding  like  this  was  sufficient  to  have  influenced 
several  ^'Otes — and  ought  not  to  have  been  given  to  the 
public,  whether  true  or  net.  People  do  not  like  to  be 
told  that  they  were  cheated. 
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The  "Richmond  Enquirer"  of  the  'SOth,  published  a 
copy  of  a  paper  found  among  those  left  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
wliich  is  called  a  "protest,"  prepared  by  him  when  se- 
cretary of  state,  in  the  administration  of  WASHi::yGT05r, 
[Jan,  1792]  against  a  power  asserted  in  the  senate  to  de- 
termine the  grade  of  foreign  ministers,  that  power  being 
believed  to  rest  entirely  with  the  executive.  We  shall 
preserve  tiiis  article,  as  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
tliough  tiie  weight  of  it  is  much  lessened  from  the  fact, 
that  it  ivas  not  sent  to  the  senate:  hut  whether  retired 
from  by  Mr.  J.  decided  against  by  WASHisGTOJf,  or  re- 
tained because  the  senate  changed  its  course,  is  not  stated. 

A  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to 
H  resolution  of  t!ie  senate,  states — 1.  that  there  Avere  two 
deposites  of  public  money  in  th.e  bank  of  Ale.xandria  at 
the  time  of  its  failure — one  for  $27,528  84 — the  other 
for  $2,819  34 — ihat  such  deposites  had  been  made  in  the 
bank  for  many  years  past,  and  says,  there  is  no  ground  for 
apprehending  that  tiie  money  will  be  lost:  2.  that  there 
were  $60,000  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  l)ank  of 
Georgetown,  but  as  tlie  bank  hnd  advanced  the  same  sum 
to  the  paymaster  at  Harper's  Ferry,  that  accomit  stands 
bslanced:  3.  that  there  was  no  ])ublic  money  in  other 
banks  of  the  District  which  recently  stopped:  4.  that 
14,000  dollars  of  the  navy  pension  fund  were  invested  in 
the  stock  of  the  bank  of  Washington,  in  the  years  1811 
and  1817,  and  so  remains. 

Pursuant  to  the  appointment  of  the  Baltimore  bar,  our 
much  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq. 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  pronounced  a  highly  polished 
and  trldy  eloquent  oration  on  the  de;ith  and  character  of 
the  late  William  Wikt.  It  was  delivered  in  the  First 
Presbj'terian  church,  to  a  very  numerous  and  delightwtl 
audience,  and  will  be  published. 

We  learn  that  the  venerable  M.4^dison  isA'ery  ill;  that 
Dr.  Dunglison,  of  Baltimore,  has  visited  him,  and  re- 
ports that  he  is  in  a  rapid  state  of  recovery. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Xane,  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives in  congress  from  Indiana,  copied  from  the 
''Indiana  American,"  is  a  curious  pnper.  It  takes  in 
many  important  points,  but  does  not  seem  to  require 
much  comment.  The  leading  principle,  that  we  must 
have  a  bank — is  admitted,'  and  it  appears,  so  great  is  the 
necessity,  that  a  temporar}'  extension  of  the  charter  of 
the  present  institntion  will  be  submitted  to,  in  conside- 
i*ation  of  the  wants  of  the  people,  notwithstandii'ig  the 
amount  of  the  "sins"  of  the  hank. 

Mr.  L.  desires  to  have  a  new  bank  tliat  shall  be  the 
'♦servant  of  the  government" — not  its  "master,"  and  so 
would  we;  but,  perhaps,  we  might  differ  as  to  what  is 
meant  by  '■Hhs government.''^  If  the  gentleman  means  the 
house  of  representatives  and  senate — the  first  being  the 
oonstitutional  tax-collecting  and  purse-holding  power  of 
the  nation,  and  both  having  an  equal  and  concurrent  vote 
over  all  the  disbursements,  (for  not  one  dollar  can  be 
legally  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  uidess  specially  autho- 
rised by  both),  we  heartily  agree  with  him;  but  if  by 
"the  government"  he  means  the  president,  alone,  as  he  is 
oftentimes  slavishly  called,  we  must  altogether  differ 
from  him;  for  we  deprecate  an  union  of  the  purse  with 
the  sword,  as  much  as  we  should  one  between  the  swonn 
and  the  mitre,  as  fatal  to  the  present  and  future  happi- 
ness of  the  people.  The  government,  proper — that  is 
the  congress,  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  states,  after  a  long  and  aifluous  investiga- 
tion, and  against  the  well  known  wishes  of  the  president, 
approved  the  bank  as  a  faithful  "servant"  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  the  senate  28  to  20,  and  in  the  house  107  to  85 — 
being  veir  respectable  majorities  for  continuing  the  char- 
ter; but  in  this  case  the  president,  by  an  exercise  of  the 
veto  power,  became  "//le  government,"  and  has,  in  ad- 
vance, prepared  himself,  also,  to  remain  "the  govern- 
ment," by  removing  the  deposites  just  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  new  congress,  lest  a  majority  in  the  present,  as 
in  the  last  congress,  might  consider  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  best  fitted  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  ])ublic 
money — to  which  judgment  he  would  again  oppose  his 
own  individual  veto.  It  will  then  appear  absoluielv  ne- 
cessary that  we  should  understand  what  is  meant  by  "the 


government"  on  the  present  occasion — whether  it  abides 
in  the  will  of  one  man,  or  in  the  decisions  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  eott- 
gress  assembled. 

An  organization  to  force  the  previous  question  is  plain- 
ly stated  by  Mr.  Lane — and  it  was  efFuclual. 

The  allusion  to  the  "public" necessity  is  very  signifi- 
cant. We  tlionght  and  said  seven  or  eight  n.oiiths  ago, 
that  the  public  necessities  woidd  be  urgent  before  the  end 
of  the  year  1834,  unless  the  appropriations  were  severely 
resti-icted,  or  some  unexpected  run  of  good  ///(/;:•  liappen- 
ed;  and,  while  many  seemed  distressed  at  the  idea  of  va.st 
sums  of  money  lying  itUe  in  the  treasury,  we  believed  it 
would  do  well  if  able  to  meet  all  the  requisitions  that 
should  be  made  upon  it,  in  the  course  of  the  year— and 
now  it  is  rendered  neaily  certain  that  our  opinion  was  a 
sound  one.  li'is  possible  that  there  will  be  no  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  on  the  31  st  December  next,  and  ttiat 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  if  not  called  upon  by  the 
public  to  furnish  supplies  of  money,  will  have,  at  least,  to 
step  forward  and  generally  defend  the  state  banks — per- 
haps even  those  which  have  been  selected  as  more  safe 
depositories  of  the  people's  money  than  itself!  It  is  this 
bank,  only,  that  is  able  to  do  eithei- — and  yet  addled  brains 
have  conceived  the  notion  of  a  "better  currency"  than  it 
furnishes.  Whatever  may  be  its  "sins,"  all  the  force  of 
the  best  disciplined  parly  which  ever  existed,  cannot  shake 
that  confidence  which  all  men  have  in  it — for  even  those 
who  once  "questioned"  its  solvency,  or  now  call  it  a 
"monster"  prefer  its  bills  to  specie,  as  being  equally 
good  and  more  convenient,  than  coin.  It  makes  one 
laugh  to  hear  persons  crying  out  "monster— monster — • 
monster,"  while  clutching  and  hugging  the  issues  of  this 
'•monster"  to  their  hearts. 

TVashington,  March29th,  1834. 

Dear  sir — In  the  senate,  tlie  vote  was  taken  yesterday,  on 
Mr.  Clay's  resoliitions,  as  you  will  see  in  this  morning's  Globe. 

In  our  house  we  .shall  attempt  to  force  the  previous  question, 
upon  the  same  subject,  on  next  Thursday  week — and  1  have  no 
doubt,  it  will  be  adverjse  to  the  vote  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Web.ster's  favorite  view  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
sent bank,  for  six  years,  was  opposed  by  Clay  and  Calhoun. 
On  his  own  motion  it  had  been  laid  on  the  table;  and  I  have 
just  been  informed,  he  had  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  will 
visit  Doston. 

Some  definite  proposition  for  chartering  a  new  bank,  will  be 
brought  forward;  properly  guarded  and  restricted,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  the  servant  of,  and  not  the  master  power  in  the  govern- 
meijt.  An  institution,  in  strict  obedience  to,  and  not  above  the 
constitution  and  laws— an  institution  that  shall  furnish  a  sound 
currency,  and  relieve  the  country  from  its  present  suffermg;  an 
institution  that  shall  collect,  keep  and  disburse  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  with  ease  and  safety;  an  institution  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people, /or  all,  and  not  for  Ihe/ew. 

For  such  an  institution  my  exertions  and  vote  shall  be  given. 

That  the  .'^itis  of  the  present  bank  are  of  such  a  character  as 
to  forbid  the  continuance  of  its  existence  for  an  hour,  I  have  no 
doubt.  Public  and  individual  necessity  may,  however,  call  for 
the  temporary  extension  of  its  charter,  and  a  new  and  safe  one 
can  be  brought  into  action  and  useful  operation. 

These  are  my  own  views;  and  I  entertain  but  little  doubt, 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  house,  will  adopt  the  same,  or  simi- 
lar opinions.  As  it  regards  my  own  opinions,  they  have  under- 
j!:one  no  change  since  June  and  July  last,  when  they  were  so 
fully  and  repeatedly  given  to  my  fellow  citizens,  whose  interest 
and  prosperity,  shall  ever  be  paramount  in  my  political  course, 
to  evtry  other  consideration,  and  to  which  all  party,  or  party 
discipline  shall  yield.  I  love  and  admire  my  party  and  its  pa- 
triotic chief— but  I  love  my  constituents,  my  friends  and  my 
country  more.  A.  Lane. 

The  fruits  of  "the  experiment"  are  shewing  them- 
selves. The  New  York  American  states,  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  customs,  in  the  lst*quarter  of  the  year 
1833,  were  $6,966,437 

Same  in  1834  4,366,737 


.     2,599,700 

And  that  the  whole  revenue,  in  this  quarter,  was  sliort 

in  the  sum  of  1,895,009  dollars,  Ihough  the  receipts  from 

the  public  lands  were  greater  in  700,961  dollars,  in  1834, 

than  in  1833. 

It  is  reduced  consvmption,  rather  than  reduced  duties^ 
which  has  caused  this  great  falling  oft'  in  the  revenue. 
Most  persons  wear  their  old  coats  longer  than  they  were 
wont.  The  order  of  a  new  suit  of  clothes  is  a  matter  of 
much  consideration  with  many,  who,  heretofore,  never 
had  a  socon«l  thought  about  such  a  matter,  except  to 
please  their  fancy. 
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Tliough  very  little  money  is  needed  for  new  enter- 
prizes,  tor  all  jjersons  who  have  it  in  tlieir  power  are  re- 
ducing their  business  and  res|ionsibililies — the  pressure 
on  the  money  market  is  more  and  more  severe,  every 
day,  for  the  settlement  of  old  engagements;  and,  if  the 
necessity  proceeds  much  further,  no  calculation  can  be 
made  asto  the  point  at  which  it  will  stop,  unless  in  a  g('- 
neral  and  complete  paralysis  of  business,  and  general  dis- 
charge of  laboring  persons. 

Messrs.  Hoberts  Vmix\  John  JSIcAIlister,  Henry  Horn, 
of  Philadelphia;  Sanl  Alley,  of  New  York,  ami  Joseph 
White,  of  Baltimore,  were  presented  to  the  senate  as 
bank  directors,  on  the  13th  inst. 

[Is  it  necessary  or  ])roper,  (and  we  ask  for  informa- 
tion), that  the  "government"  directors  should  all  be  the 
opponents,  or  ratlier  enemies  of  the  bank,  in  Vthich  the 
people  have  seven  millions  of  their  money  invested? 
Are  none  honest  and  capable  and  faithful,  unless  well 
known  for  zealous  efforts  to  break  down  an  institution, 
the  business  of  which  is  intended  to  be  partial!}'  commit- 
ted to  their  chai-ge?  It  does  ajjpear  veiy  singular  that 
such  persons  sliould  be  selected — persons  with  whom  it 
is  impossible  that  the  directors,  on  tiie  part  of  the  stock- 
holders, can  freely  associate — and  whose  apparent  duty 
it  is  rather  to  seek  out  matter  of  accusation  against  the 
bank,  than  promote  its  interests  or  defend  the  character 
of  its  proceedings,  even  if  approved.  ]Men  so  circum- 
stanced cannol  be  received  and  treated  as  friends,  nor  be 
permitted  to  influence  the  action  of  the  board.  And 
will  honorable  men  sit  there  as  spies? 

A  severe  altercation  between  Messrs.  Pbimmer  and 
Cage,  (the  representatives  in  congress  from  the  state  of 
Mississippi),  took  place  in  the  house  a  few  days  ago. 
The  latter  seems  to  liave  thouglit  it  was  settled  "then 
and  there;"  but  Mr.  Plummer's  speech  being  published 
In  the  "Globe,"  Mr.  Cage  demanded  whether  this  pro- 
ceeding had  happened  tlirough  the  agency  of  Mr.  P. 
The  latter  said  that  it  had,  and  tliis  led  to  a  direct  chal- 
lenge from  Mr.  C.  Mr.  Plummer  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, and  said  that,  as  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress as  possible,  and  his  return  to  Mississippi,  he  would 
fix  the  time  and  place,  &c.  and  notify  Mr.  Cage  thereof 
—but  Mr.  Cage,  through  Mr.  Bynum,  considered  this 
as  an  "evasion  of  the  call,"  and  so  this  affair  reached  a 
bloodle«s  termination.  The  correspondence  is  publish- 
ed in  the  Washington  papers. 

A  newspaper  called  the  ^'■Ohio  Patriot,''^  published  at 
New  Lisbon,  speaking  of  the  talents  of  the  Virginia  se- 
nator, Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  says: 

"It  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  be  seated  along  side  o?  Tom  Ewing, 
of  Ohio,  as  Mr.  Leigh's  talents  are  so  far  superior  to  lliose  of 
the  Ohio  ostler,  that  lie  may  be  of  great  service  to  him." 

And  a  paper  published  in  Cincinnati,  called  the  '■'■Re- 
publican,'''' has  the  following: 

"Taken  from  an  obscure  station,  nr\A  suddenly  elevated  to  one 
of  the  highest  offices  in  the  nation,  his  prosperity  seems  to  have 
turned  his  brain,  and  were  it  not  that  the  honor  of  the  state  is 
concerned,  we  should  feel  disposed  to  smile  at  his  folly,  and  be 
amused  with  his  self  importance." 

"We  have  fallen  on  evil  times."  Mr.  Etving  has  not 
more  than  one,  if  one,  superior,  in  point  of  talents,  in  tlie 
"democratic"  party,  in  the  senate,  and  no  superior,  in 
either  party,  as  a  correct  and  woi-thy  gentleman.  If  he 
was  an  "osiZer"*  it  is  to  his  credit  that  he  is  a  SENATon. 
What  was  the  president  of  the  United  States?  What 
Greene,  the  right  arm  of  Washington,  what  Franklin, 
what  Sherman — what  Clay,  what  Webster,  with  thou- 
sands of  others,  the  ornaments  of  the  past  age,  and  mar^ 
kers  of  the  present? 

We  notice  tliese  miserable  things  only  to  hand  down 
to  posterity  a  type  of  the  ouganizki)  pkkss  of  the  ])re- 
sent  day — a  press  that  is  regulated  by  the  enjoyment  of 
reward  or  fear  of  punishment — and  which,  within  the 
last  five  years,  has  furnished   more  public  officers  than 


*ll  is  said  that  this  appellation  is  given  to  I\lr.  E.  because 
that,  while  a  youth,  he  occasionally  nttended  to  the  horses  of 
travellers  who  stopped  at  his  father's  inn — and  so  it  seems  that 
he  had  a  father,  a  matter  of  sotne  importance  in  these  days  of 
dignity!  But  we  have  always  understood  that  Mr.  E.  hewed  his 
way  lo  the  eminence  which  he  has  reached;  and,  by  the  use  of 
his  axe,  provided  the  njcans  for  cultivating  his  miud. 


was  supplied  by  the  whole  ])ress  of  the  United  States, 
IVom  the  ado]jtion  of  the  constitution  up  to  tiikt  time. 
And  it  should  be  carefully  noted,  that  these,  and  sneh  as 
these,  are  the  exclusive  "democuats"  of  the  day!  This 
jjress,  too,  is  much  under  the  control  oii  paper- b lacker 8 ^ 
who 

"Left  their  country  for  their  cotintry's  good," 

foreign  patriots,  of  the  school  of  Thistlcivood  ov  Cobbett. 
But  we  ought,  ])erl)aps,  to  be  very  delicate  on  this  par- 
ticular subject,  seeing  the  "Globe"  has  ascertained  tliat 
we  ourselves  were  recently  imported  from  Europe! — ■ 
thougii  our  fathers  were  among  those  who  first  settled 
the  woodlands  of  Penn. 

A  public  dinner  was  given  by  the  young  men  of  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Mr.  Southard,  one  of  the  senators  from 
New  Jersey,  on  the  20lh  inst.  The  party  exceeded  300, 
and  tiiere  were  many  invited  guests,  among  them  tha 
mayor  of  the  city,  with  Mr.  Johji  Sergeant,  and  others. 
Wiien  Mr.  Southard  was  complimented,  he  addressed 
tlie  party  at  considerable  length,  of  which  the  United 
Slates  Gazette  says — 

"The  close  of  the  speech  was  a  splendid  effort  of  eloquence 
— worlliy  the  occasion— 'and  worthy  the  high  fame  of  the  speak- 
er. It  had  a  thrilling  and  electric  influence  on  the  audience, 
who  started  at  the  close  as  if  a  trumpet  had  sounded  a  charge. 
The  deafening  applause,  and  the  general  cheerings,  showed 
that  Mr.  Southard  had  reached  the  hearts  of  his  auditors;  they 
felt  the  influence  of  a  master  liand,  and  they  responded  like 
men  and  patriots." 

Great  meetings  of  the  people  are  yet  held  at  many 
places  to  memorialize  congress  for  relief.  We  notice 
two  especially — one  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  the  other 
at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  The  present  state  of  things 
allows  time  enough  to  attend  to  such  meetings,  and  to 
brood  over  lost  prosperity. 

We  flattered  ourselves  that  Mr.  Barry  would  obtain 

the 7nissio7i  to  Russia,   but  have  been  disappointed. 

We  yesterday  received  two  notices  of  discontinuance 
from  two  old  and  fast  friends,  one  in  Kentucky,  the  other 
in  Pennsylvania,  because  of  the  great  irregularity  and 
wretched  uncertainty,  that  attends  the  transmission  of 
the  Registek.  We  are  without  remedy,  and  must  en- 
dure the  work  of  "r'eform,"  as  it  operates  in  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States.  Of  other  places,  where  a 
faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  has  been  chiefly  regard- 
ed, we  have  ho  right  to  complain. 

A  coimmittee  of  citizens  of  New  York  have  made  a 
statement  of  tacts  as  to  the  "seizure  of  the  arsenal"  in 
this  city,  on  the  3d  day  of  the  late  election — but  not  hav- 
ing published  the  highly  colored  and  strange  statement 
of  the  commissat^y-general,  or  the  proceedings  had  there- 
on in  tlie  legislature  of  the  state,  we  shall  not  copy  it. 
It  may  be  observed,  how8vei%  that  the  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  of  an  evidently  disciplined  band  of  rioters, 
prepared  with  supplies  of  sticks  and  stones  for  violent 
purposes,  presents  us  with  a  view  of  scenes  well  calcu- 
lated to  have  caused  an  appeal  to  the  use  of  arms,  in  sup- 
port of  the  city-police,  several  times  defeated  by  orga- 
nized hordes  of  unknown  and  irresponsible  persons,  un- 
less arrested  on  the  spot — the  greater  part  probably  be- 
ing non-residents;  and  these  also  manifestly  commenced 
the  attack  on  every  occasion,  when  a  battle  ensued.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  mayor  at  the  arsenal,  his  request  that 
the  arms  might  be  restored,  &c.  was  instantly  complied 
with.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate  plainly  to  say  that 
many  of  the  statements  made  by  the  commissary-general 
are  "false" — ^ihat  they  are  ridiculous,  he  himself  has  re- 
corded— in  hi«  report  of  the  proceedings. 

Having  inserted  in  our  last  the  call  of  a  meeting  at  the 
Columbian  Gardens  in  this  city,  of  young  men  willing  to 
pledge  "life,  fortune  and  saciied  honok"  in  support- 
ing the  president  ^^cgainst  the  laTvless  course  of  a  fac- 
tious senate" — which  many  seem  to  have  thought  was 
a  pielude  to  ihtmder  and  to  blood,  we  think  it  proper  to 
say,  that  the  affair  resulted  in  the  passage  of  a  few  ste- 
reotype-like resolutions.  The  meeting  is  said  to  have 
been  "numerous" — but  the  only  persons  whose  names 
appear  in  the  proceedings  are  Jonathan  Fitch,  president, 
John  Delcher,  and  John  Wysham^  vice  presidents,  Joseph 
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Brecky  secretary, and  Thomas  L  JVturphy,  Samuel  Har- 
ker  and  Joseph  Breck,  orators. 

The  New  Hampshire  Patriot,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Ta- 
ney, says:  "He  is  constitutionally  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, until  the  close  of  the  present  session — and  should 
the  opposition  senators  again  abuse  their  trust  by  reject- 
ing his  nomination,  the  president  can  put  him  in  office 
to  the  end  of  another  session,  and  we  hope  he  ivilL  do  it.'*'' 

From  the  ''Richmond  Whig"  of  May  10— "  TVithoJ it 
this  bank  question,  they  (the  -ivhigsj  would  have  succeed- 
ed. Without  it,  ive  should  have  been  in  a  minority  in  the 
house  before  noxv.''^  [^Richniond  Enquirer. 

On  which  the  "Whig"  says — The  above  is  a  nio'^t  precious 
confession  of  a  VVa.^iiington  correspondent  of  the  Enquirer,  and 
it  is  still  more  surprising  that  the  writer  siiould  have  received 
the  approbation  of  the  editor  of  tiie  Enquirer  ni  giving  it  publi- 
city. He  certainly  muesi  have  mi-laid  his  spectacles  at.  the 
time.  It  gives  a  clue  to  ail  the  labored  efforts  of  tliat  gentle- 
man to  keep  iip  the  cry  of  "bank,  bank,"  with  which  liis  read- 
ers have  been  deafened.  It  is  an  admission  too  plain  to  be 
misuuderslood,  that  what  we  have  umfornily  alleged,  is  indu- 
bitably true,  that  the  pretended  claims  about  a  violated  consti- 
tution, "the  monster,"  &c.  were  merely  used  as  a  stalking 
horse  to  withdraw  attention  from  the  true  questions  which  this 
veteran  politician  was  aware  were  wholly  indefensible.  A 
minority  has  always  been  viewed  by  the  school  to  which  our 
colemporary  be.longs,  with  a  holy  horror.  Jt  has  hitherto  been 
In  his  eyes,  the  unpardonable  sin.  fie  has,  liowever,  at  last, 
been  caught  in  one,  and  we  ^hall  see  with  what  dexterity  he 
win  slip  out  of  it.    But  we  forbear. 

The  following,  in  the  present  condition  of  things  and 
state  of  public  feeling,  may  be  considered  imj)ortant — 
for  a  belief  has  become  almost  universal  that  something 
■will,  (because  that  it  seemingly  lyiustj,  be  done  to  relieve 
the  pecuniary  pressure  on  the  people,  which  threatens 
the  general  ruin  of  men  in  business,  unless  prevented  by 
a  general  stoppage  of  payments!  We  have  never  seen 
or  felt  any  thing  like  the  present  pressure, and  it  is  be- 
coming eveiy  day  worse  and  worse — and  hence  the  opi- 
oions  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  IVebster,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished in  the  nation,  and  at  the  head  of  the  financial 
committee  of  the  senate,  cannot  fail  of  being  received 
■with  deep  interest  by  the  public. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  last. 

In  the  senate,  yesterday,  Mr.  V/ehster,  in  presenting  a  paper 
from  the  whigs  of  Lancaster,  (Pa.)  on  the  subject  of  the  effect 
of  the  illegal  and  unconstitutional  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
ites,  expressed  pretty  much  at  large  his  views  of  the  present  as- 

fect  of  public  affairs,  as  well  as  of  the  prospect  for  the  future. 
n  doing  so,  he  recurred  to  the  views  which  he  had  expressed 
early  in  this  session,  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  con- 
trol assumed  by  the  executive  over  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  remedy  which  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his'duty  to  propose 
in  the  shape  of  a  bill  for  renewing  for  a  limited  time  the  charter 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  last  notice  he  had  given 
in  regard  to  this  bill,  lie  said,  had  been  that  he  would  call  it  up 
on  the  9lst  of  April.  But,  before  the  21st  of  April  arrived,  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature  had,  by  a  decisive  vote,  destroyed 
tUe  existing  probability  of  such  a  measure  receiving  the  sanction 
of  that  body.  The  executive  branch  being  also  known  to  be 
opposed  to  any  action  of  the  government  in  that  direction,  he 
had  thought  it,  and  he  now  thought  it,  unnecessary  to  press  that 
bill  upon  the  attention  of  the  senate.  When,  therefore,  if  ever, 
he  should  move  the  senate  to  take  it  up  for  consideration,  was 
at  present  wholly  uncertain. 

Mr.  W.  yvent  on  to  present  some  views,  in  his  usual  forcible 
and  impressive  manner,  of  the  general  subject  of  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  country.  He  stated  his  belief  tliat  the  con 
viction  was  becoming  universal,  even  among  those  who  serious- 
ly wished  to  believe  otherwise,  that  the  "experiment,"  as  it  is 
authoritatively  as  well  as  familiaily  termed,  Urs  failed,  signally 
failed.  Whatever  casual  or  transitory  relief  circumstances 
might  produce  to  certain  parts  of  the  country  or  portions  ol  the 
people,  yet,  if  no  hniedy  be  interposed,  Mr.  W.  expressed  the 
opinion  that  such  a  summer  and  autumn  are  to  be  passed 
•through  as  the  whole  country  has  never  seen. 

He  demanded,  whether  the  friends  of  the  admini<itration  in 
congress  were  ready  to  break  up  and  go  home  without  atempt- 
ing  any  thing,  either  in  present  action,  or  in  prospect,  to  relieve 
the  country  from  its  suffcying  condition.  He  believed,  for  his 
part,  that  they  were  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  con- 
science and  of  duty,  to  carry  thioU:.'li  congress  some  me.isure  of 
effectual  relief.  The  evil  under  which  the  people  suffer,  springs 
from  no  external  misfortune:  it  is  from  within;  it  is  the  conse 
quence  either  of  bad  law  or  had  administration  of  the  law.  ft  is, 
Mr.  W.  argui'd,  a  political  evil — a  political  infliction,  one  which 
the  three  branches  of  the  aoverninent  could,  were  they  so  dis 
posed,  cure  in  a  week.  This,  he  said,  was  a  case  pressing  heavi- 
ly upon  the  consciences  of  those  who  produced  the  chanoe  in  the 
condition  of  the  country.     IVc  (said  he)  have  not  removed  the 


deposites;  we  have  not  violated  the  law,  nor  broken  the  consti- 
tution. We,  on  the  contrary,  have  foretold  and  deprecated  the 
existing  consequences  of  that  measure;  yes,  foretold  them,  so 
long  ago  as  when  we  were  smiled  at  as  prophets  evil  or  prophets 
false,  and  the  mention  of  distress  was  the  provocative  to  sneers 
and  sarcasms  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side.  As  to  any 
law  of  congress  to  confirm  the  present  state  of  things,  it  would 
oiily  be  to  make  the  distress  perpetual;  it  would  only  be  to  give 
legal  countenance  to  that  which  is  already  an  extreme  evil, 
Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  that  no  man  in  either  house  could  be 
more  desirous  than  himself  for  an  early  adjournment  of  con- 
gress; but  he  was  not  willing,  anxious  as  he  was  to  adjourn, 
until  those  who  hold  the  power  in  the  government  should  say 
that  they  have  nothing  to  propose  to  relieve  the  people.  In  a 
word,  upon  those  who  hold  the  power,  he  meant  to  leave  the 
responsibility  for  the  present  state  of  things. 

This  was  the  general  scope  of  Mr.  W^eftsier's  speech,  of  which 
we  lake  this  brief  notice  in  anticipation,  because,  as  the  atithop 
of  the  project  for  extending  the  bank  charter,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  financial  committee  of  the  body  to  which  he  belongs,  the 
views  which  Mr.  W.  takes  of  things," as  they  stand  at  the  pass- 
ing moment,  will  be  of  deep  interest  to  all  our  readers. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  May  22. 
Mr.  Clay  took  occasion,  yesterday",  in  presenting  to  the  senate 
gome  mtniorials,  and  especially  oi:8  from  Doylestown,  in  Bucks 
county,  Pa.  to  animadvert  seriously  for  the  most  part,  but  in 
part  playfully,  to  the  present  state  of  the  country.  Among  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  memorialists  is  one  which  Mr.  Clay  " 
said  he  most  decidedly  entertained  in  common  with  them,that» 
after  the  vote  by  one  branch  of  congress  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  by  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  unjustifiable  end 
uneonstiuilional,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry instantly  to  have  restored  the  deposites  to  the  place  from 
which  they  had  been  illegally  taken:  and  such,  he  said,  would 
have  been  the  course  of  any  secretary  of  the  treasury  who  en- 
tertained a  proper  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  his  own  judgment, 
and  of  the  respect  which  was  due  to  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
the  senate,  or  of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this,  when  it  came  in  conflict  with  his  own.  Mr.  Clay 
added,  that  if  there  was,  in  either  house  of  congress,  a  single 
individual  whose  private  judgment  approved  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  as  an  original  act,  independently  of  party  conside- 
rations or  posterior  circumstances,  he  had  yet  to  meet  with  that 
man. 

As  to  the  question  yesterday  addressed  by  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  those  who  hold  the  power,  whether  they 
meant  to  adjourn  without  taking  any  measure  to  relieve  the 
countiy  from  its  present  suffering,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  verily  believ- 
ed that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do:  ihey  are  afraid  to  stay, 
and  afraid  to  return:  they  are  between  two  fires — afraid  of  Jack- 
son if  they  remain,  and  of  their  constituents  if  they  go  home. 
If,  however,  they  mean  to  do  nothing  to  recover  possession  of 
the  public  treasure;  if  they  mean  to  do  nothing  to  relieve  the 
distress  which  pervades  the  country,  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  himself 
ready  to  concur  with  them  in  fixing  the  earliest  practicable  day 
for  adjournment,  after  pcssing  the  bills  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  government. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  contempt,  by  those 
in  power,  of  tlie  successive  evidences  of  public  opinion,  pre- 
sented from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to  week,  it  was  easy  to 
foresee.  Already,  he  said,  the  whole  "party"  was  crumbling 
away;  sinking,  like  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  undermined  by 
the  torrent,  whole  acres  at  a  time.  Why,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I  am 
told  that  the  whole  regency  of  New  York,  taking  the  alarm,  hag 
fled  from  Albany,  and  taken  refuge  in  this  city.  W^hether  they 
would  or  would  not  be  redemanded  by  gov.  Marcy,  under  the 
laws  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  he  could  not  say:  but  if 
they  remained,  he  hoped  they  would  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
all  the  rights  of  hospitality  due  to  such  distinguished  strangers. 
For  himself,  he  condoled  with  the  gentlemen,  in  this  the  trying 
time  of  their  misfortunes,  and  trusted  that  they  would  be  able 
to  hear  them  with  manly  fortitude  and  Christian  resignation. 

If  any  one  who  heard  this  part  of  Mr.  C's  speech  was  able  to 
look  grave  upon  it,  thank  heaven,  it  was  not  we. 

In  the  course  of  Wednesday's  debate,  IMr.  Clay  having  de- 
nounced, as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  the  omis- 
sion of  the  pre.^ident  of  the  United  Stales  to  niuninate  to  the  se- 
nate, for  confirmation  or  rejection,  the  prc^sent  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  other  officers,  though  the  senate  has  been  now 
nearly  six  months  in  session;  Mr.  Wehbter  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  views  of  this  subject  entertained  by  the  great 
first  president  of  the  United  States,  and  practised  upon  by  every 
administration  in  this  government,  up  to  the  beginning  of  the 
present.  For  this  purpose,  Mr.  W.  quoted  from  the  record  the 
following: 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  senate  of 
the    United   States. 

United  States,  February  9,  1790, 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate: 

Among  the  persons  appointed,  during  the  last  session,  to  offices 
under  the  national  government,  there  were  some  who  declined 
servinir-  Their  names  and  offices  are  specified  in  the  first  co- 
liiinn  of  the  forrgoiiii;  lift.  I  supplied  these  vacancies,  aa;re«'ably 
to  the  c'"knstiliition,  by  temporary  appointments,  which  yf»u  will 
find  ni^^'iiioned  in  the  second  column  of  the  list.  Thene  appoint- 
ments will  fx[)ire  with  your  present  session,  and  indeed  ought 
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NOT  TO  ENDURE  LONGER  THAN  UNTIL  OTHERS  CAN  BE  REGULAR- 
LY MADE.  For  thai  purpose,  I  now  noiniuate  to  you  llie  persons 
named  in  the  third  column  o(  tlu;  list,  as  btini;,  in  my  opinion 
qualified  to  till  the  offices  oi>pobite  to  tlunr  names  in  the  fiist. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  M'^ise,  Mr.  Jofm  Quincy  Adams^  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Alurphey,  liave  been 
appointed  a  select  counrtittee  in  the  house  ot  representa. 
tives,  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  carry- 
ing into  operation  t!ie  resolution  of  the  revolutionary 
congress,  concerning  the  erection  of  a  monument  at 
Yorktown. 

Mr.  Foot,  on  being  installed  governor  of  Connecticut, 
sent  a  valuable  message  to  the  legislature,  from  v  hich  we 
intend  to  make  liberal  extracts. 

The  ''Arkansas  Gazette"  of  April  29  informs  us  that 
the  cholera  still  prevailed  among  the  Cherokee  emi- 
grants— and  that  60,  out  of  a  party  of  550,  had  died  of  it. 
Eight  deaths  had  happened  and  40  new  cases  occurred,  in 
a  party  of  140  recruits  for  the  7lh  infantry,  just  arrived. 
Ten  or  twelve  persons  had  died  on  board  of  one  steam- 
boat from  New  Orleans,  and  the  decease  of  several  of  the 
citizens  of  the  territory  is  mentioned;  but  no  case  of 
cholera  had  yet  appeared  at  Little  Rock. 

A  letter  from  Manchester,  Miss,  dated  April  20,  states 
that  llG  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  during  one  week  on 
the  plantation  of  Mr.  Roache,  six  miles  from  that  place. 

The  following  account  of  an  unusual  incident  is  ex- 
tracted from  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  United  Slates 
Gazette,  from  his  correspondent  in  Washington,  dated 
May  12th: 

"We  liad  a  curious  occurrence  to-day,  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber. A  person  in  one  of  the  galleries,  having  tlie  appearance  of 
a  preacher,  suddenly  shouted  out  from  tiie  front  of  the  gallery, 
just  as  Mr.  Webster  was  engatied  in  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
lnorial--'My  friends,  the  country  is  on  the  brink  of  destruction. 
Be  sure  that  you  act  on  correct  principles.  I  warn  you  to  act 
as  your  consciences  may  approve.  God  is  looking  down  upon 
you,  and  if  you  act  on  correct  principles  you  will  gPl  safely 
through!'  As  soon  as  he  made  an  end  of  this  brief  oration,  he 
very  leisurely  stepped  back,  and  made  his  way  out  of  the  galle- 
ry, before  the  officers  of  the  house  had  time  to  reach  him.  The 
president  and  senate  were  all  taken  unawares — and  it  was  ?ome 
time  before  the  usual  tranquillity  of  the  body  and  spectators 
was  restored." 

A  true  bill.  Mr.  Webster  was  on  his  feet  at  the  time,  making 
some  remarks  on  presenting  a  memorial,  fie  was  as  much  sur- 
prised, of  course,  as  any  body,  at  this  extraordinary  interrup- 
tion. When  the  shrill  voice  of  the  enthusiast  ceased,  Mr.  VV. 
coolly  resumed  the  thread  of  his  remarks,  saying,  "As  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  gallery  Had  concluded,  he  would  proceed." 

[Nat.  Int. 

The  *'Globe"  speaking  of  the  probability  of  a  charter 
for  a  new  bank  passing  congress,  says — 

"We  believe  that  none  could  now  pass  either  house  of  con- 
presi.  We  know  it  could  not  unite  two-thirds  of  both  houses. 
If  it  could  pass  the  two  houses,  a  hand  (a  Sjinrtan  band,  if  il 
must  be  so),  would  rally  around  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and 
defend  Ihii  battlement  of  the  constitution  to  the  last  extremity  '''' 

A  "Spartan  band."     We  have  had  enough  of  theni ! 

In  another  number  of  the  "Globe"  it  is  said— 
"The  bank  ha.s  been  conquered  by  the  removal  of  the  -dipo 
pjtes,  as  all  candid  men  will  soon  acknowledge.     Havina  no 
complished  his  great  object,  the  president  will  calmly  await  the 
day  when   the  mists   raised   by   deluded   and    bad    men   shall 
vanish,  and  his  conduct  appear  to  all  his  countrymen  as  not 
only  constitutional  and  lawful,  bin  wise  and  expedient." 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  says — 

"The  Richmond  Enouirer  still  VA^y.a  to  hope  (we  u<e  Us.  own 
e?pres>ioo)  that  general  Jackson  will  veto  the  Cumberland 
road  bill,  if  ii  i)asses  the  house  ofrepiesentatives.  How  bold 
the  Knquirer  is!     It  dares  to  hope!!" 

The  treaty  with  Chili  as  approved  by  the  senate,  was 
proclaimed  by  tlie  president  on  the  29th  ult.  The  fol- 
lowing ab.slract  of  its  provisions,  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  Baltimore  "American,"  may  serve  all  or- 
dinary purposes: 

The  new  convention  with  Chili,  recently  ratified  by  the 
United  States  senate,  has  been  officially  promulgated.  It  con- 
BLsta  of  thirty-one  original,  and  four  explanatory  articles. 

The  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  two  countries  with 
each  other,  are  put  on  the  footing  of  those  of  the  most  favored 


nations,  and  every  subsequent  grant,  by  either,  to  other  na- 
tions, is  to  becoMje  common  to  tlie  oilier,  as  though  specially 
gianled — freely,  if  given  freely,  or  on  the  ^ame  leims  if  com- 
pensation is  lequired.  The  republic  of  Ciiili  reserves  out  of 
this  stipulation  its  existing  treaties  with  other  South  American 
governments  and  with  Mexico,  and  both  parlies  except  their 
own  coasting  trade. 

The  5ih,  6ili,  7ili  and  8ih  articles  provide  for  the  security  of 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  either  country  in  the  other, 
against  embargoes,  or  iinpressnieni  for  miliiary  purposes,  with- 
out indemnitication,  for  protection  and  aid  in  their  harbors, 
against  pirates  or  other  enemies,  or  in  dislrehs,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  property  carried  by  pirates  inio  the  ports  ofeither,  and 
for  exempting  the  cargoes  of  wrecked  and  damaged  vessels  of 
either  party,  not  intended  for  consumplioii  in  the  country,  from 
all  duties  and  imposts. 

The  right  of  disposing  of  personal  estate  is  secured  to  the  ci- 
tizens ofeither  party  in  the  Ic^rrilory  of  the  other,  according  to 
the  laws  which  regulate  tlie  property  of  its  own  citizens;  and 
successions,  by  testament  or  Irom  intestates,  follow  the  same 
rules.  In  the  case  of  real  estate,  thtee  .\ears  is  given  to  alifU 
heirs  to  dispose  of  it,  and  withdraw  the  firoceeds.  Security  of 
property,  free  access  to  the  courts,  and  liberty  ol  religious  wor- 
ship are  mutually  guarantied  to  the  resident  citizens  ofeither. 

From  article  12  to  24  inclusive,  relate  to  the  questions  of  neu- 
tral commerce,  coiittaband  and  blockade. 

They  establish  succinctly  that  free  ships  make  free  goods; 
that  commerce  in  time  of  war  shall  be  free  to  neutrals,  direct 
to  the  ports  of  the  enemies  ofeither,  and  from  port  to  port;  and 
that  on  board  of  the  ships  of  neutrals,  every  thing  is  free,  (con- 
traband excepted);  although  the  whole  or  part  of  the  lading  be- 
long to  belligerents.  The  same  principle  of  protecii'ui  exlerida 
to  persons,  except  officers  or  soldiers  in  actual  service;  it  fur- 
ther limits  the  benefit  of  this  protection  to  the  jiroperty  and  per- 
sons of  belligerents,  who  acknowledge  tiie  same  principles. 

An  alternative  stipulation  is  made,  that  when  the  tieutral  flag 
protects  the  property  of  the  belligerent,  the  flog  of  the  bellige- 
rent shall  not  protect  neutral  property,  and  e  conrerso — where 
the  neutral  flag  does  dot,  the  enemy'e  fl-ig  .-hall. 

Article  14  defines  what  shall  be  contraband.  Contraband 
does  not  subject  the  vessel  or  cargo  to  coiifi.scation,  except  of 
the  contraband  arli(  les,  nor  to  detention,  if  those  articles  are 
given  up  on  demand.  Sufficient  notice  of  blockades  is  to  be 
given,  and  vessels  entering  or  departinj;  are  to  be  warned,  and 
liable  to  confiscation  only  on  persisting  in  spite  of  warning  and 
notice. 

Captains  of  artned  vessels  are  made  personally  liable  for  all 
extortion  or  ill  ireaiment  in  searching  for  contraband,  and  no 
commander  of  a  merchant  vessel  is  to  be  summoned  on  board 
of  an  armed  vessel.  When  vessels  are  under  convoy,  the  word 
of  honor  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy  is  to  be  taken  as  final 
evidence  of  the  character  and  cargoes  of  the  merchant  vessels 
under  his  charge.  Mutual  stipulations  are  made  for  the  regula- 
tion of  prize  cases,  that  the  reasons  for  condemnation  In  each 
case  may  be  fully  slated,  and  authentic  evidence  furnished  to 
the  party. 

In  case  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Chili,  a  ppect- 
fic  time  is  to  be  allowed  to  resident  merchants  to  wind  up  their 
affairs,  and  safe  conduct  given  them.  Persons  of  other  occu- 
pations may  remain,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  respon- 
sible for  their  personal  conduct  towards  the  state.  No  debts  or 
property  to  be  consecrated  or  sequestrated. 

A  series  of  articles  provides  lor  the  reception  and  treatment 
of  ministers,  and  their  powers,  and  those  of  consuls. 

Deserters  from  public  and  private  vessels  are  to  be  given  np 
to  the  consuls.  An  explanatory  article  except  slaves  as  such, 
serving  in  any  capacity  in  our  vessels. 

The  other  explanatory  articles  are  not  important,  only  mak- 
ing more  explicit  some  of  the  provi^^ions  of  the  oiiginal  articles. 

The  treaty  is  to  continue  for  twelve  years,  and  to  be  termina 
ble  then  and  thereafter  only  on  a  previous  notice  of  twelve 
months. 

The  present  licentiousness  of  the  French  drama  is 
thus  summarily  described  in  the  London  Quarterly  Re- 
view: 

"We  have  specially  noticed  ten  plays.  In  them,  we  find, 
that,  of  the  female  characters,  ei?A<  are  adultr esses,  five  are  proa- 
titutes  of  various  ranks,  and  six  are  victims  of  seduction,  of 
whom  two  are  bronnht  to  bed  almost  on  the  stage.  Four  mo- 
thers are  in  love  with  their  sons,  or  sons  in-law,  and  in  three 
instances  the  crime  is  complete.  Eleven  persons  are  murdered 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  their  paramours;  and  in  six  of  these 
pieces,  the  prominent  male  characters  are  bastards  and  found- 
lings; and  all  this  accumulation  of  horrors  is  concr»gated  in  ten 
plays  of  two  authors,  produced  within  the  last  three  years  ib 
the  city  of  Paris. 

The  British  drama  is  not  much  better,  as  we  learn  by 
the  following  extract  from  the  same  w  ork — 

"We  fear  that  in  London  the  minor  theatres,  which  are  not 
pubjected  to  the  licensee,  have  already  shown  an  alarming  disre- 
gard of  delicacy;  and  even  in  the  larger  theatres,  the  licenser  is, 
we  believe,  very  reluctant  to  use  a  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
sucjects  him  to  personal  odium  and  public  complaint.  The 
matter  is  of  more  extent  and  importance  than  we  can  here  de- 
velope;  but  we  trust  we  have  said  enough  to  call  public  atten- 
tion to  what  may  become  with  ourselves  a  very  important  con- 
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»()eration,  and  which  assuredly  \a  already  a  subject  of  interise 
anxiety  to  every  one  who  wishes  for  tlie  establisliment  and  con- 
tinuance of  a  moral  and  orderly  gov«rnment  in  that  great  coun- 
try, which,  from  its  position  and  its  power,  nuist  exercise  so 
great  and  so  exemplary  an  intluence,  eiiher  for  good  or  for  evil^ 
over  the  rest  of  the  European  world." 

At  these  minor  theatres  we  have  often  heai-d  disgust- 
ing accounts  of  the  display  of  beautiful  women,  nearly 
naked,  and  in  positions  and  circurustances  that  tempt 
persons  to  all  the  crimes  stated  against  the  French  dra- 
nialical  pieces, 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  16.  The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "an  act 
lo  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
approved  July  14,  1832,"  was  read  the  second  time,  consider- 
ed and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
Eideration  of  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  lateral  rail 
road  between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  and 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  as  an  amendment  of  the  bill  to  insert 
a  proviso,  giving  to  the  postmaster  general  the  power  of  termi- 
nating the  contract  with  the  rail  road  company  for  transporting 
tlie  United  States  mail,  and  to  transport  the  mail  in  some  other 
mode. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  proviso 
prohibiting  the  company  from  charging  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, or  its  mail  contractor,  tolls  for  the  passage  on  the  road  of 
any  cars  or  other  vehicles  in  which  they  may  transport  the 
mail. 

Mr.  Chambers  opposed  this  on  the  ground  of  its  injustice  and 
impracticability;  and,  after  some  remarks  in  reply  by  3Ir.  Hen- 
dricks, the  latter  gentleman  withdrew  his  amendment  until  the 
fate  of  that  moved  by  Mr.  Chambers  should  be  determined;  and 
then  the  senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

May  19.  The  chair  communicated  three  reports  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury;  the  first  shewing  the  amount  of  public 
money  renjaiuing  in  the  ban!?  of  Alexandria  at  the  time  of  its 
failure;  the  second  shewing  the  nunib-r  and  amount  of  transfer 
draughts  that  have  been  drawn  on  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  purposes  for  wh.icii  they  have  been  applied;  and  the 
third  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  the  deposite  banks,  since  llie  1st  of  February  last; 
vvliich 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  they  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  memorial  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
Biles  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Ewin^,  from  the  citizens  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio — read,  refer- 
red, &c. 

The  chair  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Bergen  coun- 
ty, New  Jersey,  approving  of  the  course  of  the  executive  in  re- 
lation to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposiles;  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

lyir.  Wilkins  reported  a  bill  remitting  the  duties  on  five  bells 
imported  for  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri; 
twice  read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb  a  resolution  was  agreed  to  instructing 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  giving  suitable  testimonials  to  major  George  Croghan  and  the 
nflicers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  de- 
fence of  Fort  Sandusky,  during  the  last  war. 

Mr.  Bibb  also  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to, 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  recording  of 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  before  they  are 
delivered  lo  the  i£porler. 

Mr.  S/<raguc  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  infor- 
mation as  to  the  amount  of  claims  under  the  lato  treaty  with 
France,  &c. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Indian 
department  for  the  year  1834,  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  purchase  of  13  copies  of 
American  state  papers,  published  by  Gales  &  Seaion,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  report  on  the  congested  election  of  a  senator  for  Rhode 
Island,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  tlio  r.aliimore 
and  Washington  rail  road.  An  amendment  olfert d  by  Mr. 
Chambers  was  pending,  which  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Grundy  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Chambers  IhKit  inovoi\  to  amend  the  hill  by  strikinir  out 
the  clause  providing  tlint  the  rail  road  should  carry  the  mail  for 
a  compensation  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars  a  year,  and  insert- 
ing a  provision  that  it  shi\ll  be  carried  free  ol'  charge  I'ox  twen- 
ty years;  which  amciHlmcnl  was  airnMul  to. 

Mr.  Hendricks  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  limiting 
.the  period  to  20  years,  and  lo  \n&r.n  words  extending  it  to  the 
ij"ull  term  of  the  continuance  thercol. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  modify  Mr.  //cnJn'c/«  anjendnient  so  as 
io  extend ^he  rime  to  30  years;  which  modificaljon  was  ncga- 
jt;!ved  without  division. 


Mr.  Chambers  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mfssrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Ewing,  Forsyth,  Freliiichuysen,Grnndv,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
Knig,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Morns,  Nandain,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprasue,  Swift,  Tallmadae,  Tomlin- 
soii,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins— 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Kent,  MeKean, 
Tipton— 6. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clav,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Naudain.  Por- 
ter, Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Blaok,  Brown, Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Mangum,  Morris,  Preston,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tyler,  White— 20.  s  ,       y      , 

The  bill  was  then  passed;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  20.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  disapprov- 
ing of  the  renioval  of  the  deposits,  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
A'tJis,  from  certain  anti  masonic  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  b-y 
Mr.  Webster,  from  citizens  of  Columbia,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster. Pa.  [this  niemorial  also  condemns  the  late  executive 
protest];  by  Mr.  Maniium,  from  citizens  of  Raleigh,  N.  C;  which 
were  severally  read,  referred.  &c. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of county.  North  Carolina,  expressing  approbation  of 

the  n)easures  of  the  administration  generally,  and  particularly 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites— which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  memorial  from  the  principal  chiefs 
and  delegates  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  comtnittee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  the  reference;  when  a  debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Clayton  and  Clay,  took  part. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  the  paper  be  not  received,  and 
asked  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Spraone,  Frelin^- 
huysen  and  Clayton,  the  question  on  receiving  the  paper  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kent,  Knight,  Leisb, 
Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Forsyth,  White— 3. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ewina  submitted  a  resolution  inquiring  info  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  the  postage  on  periodical  pamphlets  and  new- 
papers  on  the  same  footing. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  21.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  disapprov- 
ing of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  praying  relief  from  the 
present  embarrassed  state  of  the  currency,  were  presented — by 
Mr.  Webster,  three  memorials,  the  first  from  Otsego  county, 
New  York,  the  second  from  Brockporf,  Monroe  county.  New 
York,  and  the  third  from  Piitsford,  New  York.  [In  presenting 
these  memorials,  Mr.  Webster  observed,  that  they  represented 
that  the  memorialists  were  nearly  witiiont  a  market  for  ihe 
fruits  and  products  of  their  induslty  and  skill,  in  consequence 
of  confidence  being  destroyed;  that  the  merchant  could  iu)t  col 
lect  his  debts,  the  mechanic  could  find  no  market  for  the  pro- 
duct of  his  labor;  the  farmer  couhl  no  longer  obtain  a  reasona- 
ble price  for  his  agricnilnral  products;  that  the  manufacturer 
is  obliged  to  curtail  his  business  or  relinquish  it  altogether,  by 
reason  whereof  many  laboring  men  were  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, 'i'iiat  the  value  of  real  estate  had  declined;  loans  were 
not  now  to  be  otuained  on  mortgages;  luinous  discounts  were 
charged  on  mercantile  paper  varying  from  20  to  40  per  cent,  and 
that  the  bank  was  unable  to  affiird  the  necessary  discount] — by 
Mr.  Ewinix,  two  papers  containing  additional  immes  to  the  me- 
morial heretofore  presented  from  Athens  county,  Ohio;  by  the 
same,  two  memorials,  one  from  Huron  and  the  other  from 
Green  county,  in  the  same  stale;  by  Mr.  McKean,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  public  meofing  in  Luzerne  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Leish, 
from  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Jeff*  rson  county.  Va.;  by 
Mr.  Clay,  six  memorials  from  Hnntingdon  county,  Pa.;  also, 
the  proc'^n<lings  of  a  large  and  respectable  mcctin;;  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Doylestown,  in  the  same  state;  and  also  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Seneca  Falls,  New  York. 

Mr.  Cia)/ accompanied  the  presentation  of  these'mernoriala 
with  sor.n('  appro|)ii;Ue  remarks,  and  was  followed  in  debate  by 
M(issrs.  Forsylh,  Webster,  Toiler.  Benton  and  Lei^h,  after  which, 
the  memoriais  were;  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printi'd. 

'J'he  scMiate  then  ndjourned. 

May -22.  ]\Iemnriais,  &c.  complaining  of  the  pcciuiiary  dis- 
tresses, ascribing  them  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  pray- 
ine  for  their  restoration,  were  |ireseiUe<l,  by  Mr.  McTCcan,  from 
CG2  citizens  of  C(.;mberl!ind  coimiy,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Clay,  from  1  ..^00 
or  1,600  citizens  of  Montgomery  "county,  Pa.;  [a  fifth  of  whom 
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wer«,  utilil  recently,  fiiendly  to  the  udniiiiirittatioii];  which 
were  read,  referred,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  ihe  senate  proceeded  to  tlie  con- 
sideration ofexecutive  tiu»inei;3s  at  2U  uiiiiules  past  12;  and  when 
tlie  doors  were  opened,  it  was  agreed,  wlien  tlie  senate  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  and  resolution  on  the  pension  agency,  &c.  was 
postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  following  hilJ-s  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed; 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  (Jnited  States." 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  approved 
July  14,  1832." 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Spraaue  then  mOvcd  tlie  consideration  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  on  a  previous  day,  and  having  modified  it  so  as 
to  read  as  follows,  it  was  adojited: 

That  the  commissioners  under  the  late  treaty  with  France  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  a  list  of  all  the  claims 
which  have  been  presented  to  them,  together  with  the  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  claimed  by  the  memorialists  in  each 
case,  and  the  aggregate,  arranging  into  classes  those  which  have 
been  recognized  as  falling  within  the  treaty;  tliose  which  have 
been  suspended,  and  those  which  have  been  rejected. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  pub- 
He  lands  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  Michigan  territory,  and  thir- 
teen otiiers  of  a  private  or  local  character,  were  severally 
acted  on  in  committee,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  Mars'  Hill  military  road,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and,  after  considerable 
discussion,  without  any  final  action  on  it,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friffay,  Mat/ 16.  After  suspending  Ihe  rules  to  enable  Mr. 
Stewart  to  make  a  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Mardis^  resolution  on  the 
4able,  and  a  discussion  being  had  on  the  several  questions  of 
order  which  incidentally  occurred, 

Mr.  Mardis  withdrew  his  resolution,  and  Mr.  Corwin  the 
amendment  which  he  had  made  thereto. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  harbor  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  after  considerable  progress  being  made  there- 
in, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gamble,  of  Georgia,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tiie  vote 
postponing  the  further  consideration  of  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment; but  before  any  action  was  had  upon  his  motion,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  17.  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  made  a  report  favora- 
ble to  the  continuance  of  the  West  Point  academy  on  its  pre- 
sent footing. 

Mr.  Pinckney  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  passed  on 
the  13th  July,  1832,  entitled  an  acl  concerning  tonnage  duty  in 
Spanish  vessels — twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Thompson's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  postponing  the 
question  of  atljournment,  being  announced,  as  the  unfinished 
business,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a  desultory  discussion  there- 
on, was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McComas,  of  Va.  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution,  au- 
thorising an  appropriation  to  he  made  for  a  subscription  of  stock 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  James  river  canal. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  McComas  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  house  adopted  a  resolution 
gianting  a  right  of  way  through  lands  belonging  to  the  Uniied 
States,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail 
road  company. 

The  harbor  appropriation  bill  was  again  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  amended  and  reported  to  the  house. 

The  fortification  bill  was  taken  up  in  cojnmittee,  when  a  dis- 
cussion ensued  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  "an  appropriation  for 
a  fort  on  Throgs  Neck,  Eait  river.  New  York,  of  $100,000;"  and 
also  '-for  a  fort  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana,  $50,000;"  before  a 
decision  was  had,  the  committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer  it  was  resolved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ on  Thursday  next  over  to  the  following  Monday,  in  order 
that  the  hall  might  be  cleansed,  the  carpet  taken  up,  and  a  cover- 
ing of  matting  substituted  in  its  place. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  19.  The  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  coming 
up  as  the  un^nished  business — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wayne,  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ontario  county,  N.  York, 
with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  them  remonstrating  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  coming  up — 

Mr.  Dickson  addressed  the  house  at  large  on  the  general  bank 
subject:  after  which,  on  his  motion,  the  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Anthony,  who,  on  the  last  petition  day,  had  presented  a 
memorial  from  Lycoming  county,  in  favor  of  a  recharter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  addressed  the  house,  and  discussed 
various  topics  relating  to  the  general  politics  of  the  country, 


especially  as  agitated  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  A.  had  exieustve 
notes,  and  said  that  his  purpose  was  to  touch  on  a  few  pointd 
only,  and  then  to  move  that  his  speech  be  printed,  together  with 
the  memorial.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  bo 
piinted  ;nid  laid  on  the  tabl<?. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Va.  now  moved  that  the  memorial  presented  by 
him,  on  the  last  petition  day,  from  his  own  district,  adverse  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  together  with  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  offered,  disapproving  the  reasons  of  the  secretary,  &c. 
be  postponed  to  this  day  week;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Memorials,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  depositee, 
Sic.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  from  citizens  of  Luzerne 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galbrailh,  from  a  public  meeting  in  ErJo 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  X,apor<c,  from  citizens  of  Susqueliannah 
county,  Pa.;  by  the  same,  two  memorials,  the  one  signed  by 
1,049  persons  and  the  other  by  about  400,  all  citizens  of  Brad- 
ford county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Binncy,  from  citizens  of  Lycoming 
county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Hr.ister,  from  a  whig  meeting  in  the  borough 
of  Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Ramsay,  from  citi- 
zens of  Bucks  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Denny,  from  a  meeting  of 
anti-masqjis  at  Pittsburgh;  by  Mr.  BaTnitz,frnu\  citizens  of  York 
county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  MiUigan,  (supplementary  .signatures  to  a 
memorial  he  had  formerly  presented  from  citizen*  of  Delaware); 
by  Mr.  McKim,  (instructions  from  240  citizens  of  the  first  five 
wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  instructing  him  to  vote  for  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank);  by  Mr.  Lucas,  of  Va.  from  citizens  of  his 
district*,  by  Mr.  Loyall,  from  400  citizens  of  Norfolk  county,  Va  ; 
by  Mr.  Sjieig/it,  two  memorials,  the  one  from  the  northern  coun- 
ties of  N.  Carolina  and  the  other  from  citizens  of  Wake  county, 
in  tlie  same  state;  by  Mr.  Hardin,  of  Ky.  from  600  citizens  of 
his  district;  by  Mr.  Love,  from  citizens  ofMadiaon  county,  Ky.; 
by  Mr.  Allan,  from  citizens  of  Clark  county,  Ky.;  by  Mr.  yance^ 
from  860  voters  of  Green  county,  Ohio;  also  twenty-one  peti 
tions  signed  by  900  voters  of  Clark  county,  in  the  same  state; 
[these,  Mr.  V.  stated,  had  been  four  weeks  in  his  hands,  and 
were  now  presented  at  the  fir.^t  moment  an  opportunity  offer- 
ed]; by  Mr.  Patterson,  from  Richland  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr. 
Whiiilcsey,  from  citizen,-  of  his  di.^trict;  by  Mr.  Vinton,  two  me- 
morials from  citizens  of  his  district  in  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Bell,  ftoni 
1,300  voters  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Duncan,  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  and  three  memo- 
rials signed  by  1,300  citizens  of  the  same  county — ail  whioti 
were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  from  a  meet- 
ing in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galhrailh,  from  a  public 
meeting  in  Erie  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  iapor/e,  the  proceedings 
of  seven  public  meetings  held  in  the  17th  congressional  district 
of  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Burd,hnm  Columbia  county,  Pa.;  by  the  same 
from  Cambria  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Stewart,  from  Fayette  coun 
ty.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Miller,  from  310  citizens  of  Adams  county,  Pa.; 
by  the  speaker,  resolutions  of  a  meeting  held  in  New  Castle, 
Delaware;  by  Mr.  Sloane,  of  Ohio,  from  his  district;  by  Mr. 
Patterson,  from  a  meeting- in  Huron  county,  Ohio — also  by  the 
same  from  100  voters  of  Seneca  county,  in  the  same  state;  by 
Mr.  Coruin  from  a  meeting  in  Warren  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  from  Zanesviile,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Dn7iciin,from  a  meeting 
in  Morgan  county,  Illinois;  by  IMr.  Plummcr,  from  two  meetings 
in  Fife  and  Donne  counties,  Mi-sissippi — read,  referred,  Sec. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  an  inquiry  was  instituted  a»  to 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  a  raft  in  the  bayou  Pigeon,  one  of  the  outlets  of  the 
Mississippi.     The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  20.  Mr.  Polk  reported  a  bill  for  the  reappro- 
priation  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  a  former  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims  for  the  years  1792, 
'93  and  '94,  and 

Mr.  Pierce  reported  a  bill  making  appropriajjons  for  marine 
hospitals  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  other  places:  which  bills 
were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Horace  Everett,  made  a  detailed  and  abjfi  report,  accom- 
panied by  the  three  following  bills,  viz; 

1.  To  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  Indian 
affairs. 

2.  To  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

3.  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  western  territory, 
and  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other 
Indian  tribes  therein. 

Which  bills  were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  lime, 
and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed  by  unani- 
motis  consent. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  Robert  P.  Letcher  and  Thomas  P.  Moore,  epqs. 
have  leave  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  house,  in  defence  of 
their  respective  claims  to  a  seat  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Jonas  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority of  tiie  committee  on  elections. 

Objections  having  been  made,  the  house  decided  that  the  re- 
port should  be  read  69  to  57.     It  was  then  read  through,  and 

Mr.  Banks,  moved  that  the  reports  and  resolutions  of  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole — 
negatived,  yeas  84,  nays  106. 

The  question  then  being  on.  the  first  resolution  with  which 
the  majority's  report  concludes,  declaring  Thomas  P.  Moore 
duly  elected. 
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Mr.  Banks  moved  the  following  amendment  thf^reto:  Strike. 
•out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  insert — "That  alt  the 
legal  votes  which  were  received  in  Lancaster,  (Garrard  comity), 
whilst  Morris  Grant,  esq.  acted  as  one  of  the  judges,  ori  the  first 
mornins;  of  the  election  in  August  last,  and  those  of  a  like 
-character  given  on  the  second  day  of  the  election,  in  the  casual 
absence  of  the  sheriff,  ought  to  be  estimated  in  ascertaining  the 
result  of  the  eleciion." 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  llie  reading  of  the  minority's  report,  the 
tJther  having  been  read. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thought  the  rcadhig  was  called  for  as  a  matter 
of  strict  justice,  the  other  having  been  twice  read. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  finally  agreed  to;  and,  after 
liavingbeen  partly  gone  through  with,  the  further  reading  was 
<Ji.«pensed  with;  after  which, 

Mr.  Banks  addressed  the  house  at  large  in  support  of  Mr. 
Letcher's  claim. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  to  him;  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Marshall,  who,  after  spcakinir  for  sometime,  gave  way 
4or  amotion  to  that  etfcct,  and  the  hou^e  afljonmud. 

Wednesday,  May  21.  The  house,  in  cnnirnitlee  of  the  whole, 
■proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  rcpoiu^  on  llie  contested 
Kentucky  election;  when 

Mr.  jVfarsAa/i  resumed  his  remarks  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  Mt.  Jonts,  and  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Letoher. 

Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  Hardin  having  followed,  at  length,  on 
the  same  side, 

Mr.  GiZmer  called  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment, so  Hs  to  have  it  taken  on  the  fir.-^t  paragraph,  viz: 

**ilcsoiuci.  That  nil  the  legal  votes  which  were  received  in 
i.ancaster,  (Garrard  county),  whilst  Morris  Grant,  esq.  acted  as 
•one  of  the  judges,  on  the  first  morning  of  the  election  in  August 
■last,  siiould  be  taken  into  the  eilimate  in  ascertaining  the  result 
of  the  election. 

Mr.  jBooii asked  that  tlw  question  slionld  be  taken  on  that  pail 
•of  the  amendment  which  proposes  "to  strike  out." 

Mr.  Hubbard,  the  speaker  pro  tern,  said  this  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Griffin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tiie  question,  which 
"being  Ofdered, 

Mr.  Jo»e«rose  in  r«ply,  and  in  support  of  Mr.  Moore's  claim 
<to  tii'8  peat;  when  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Hamcr  obtained  the  fioor,  and  moved  an  adjournment; 
whereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  22.  Mr.  Stoddert  reported,  without  amend- 
■inent,  the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for 
ithe  construction  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Ohio  rail 
joad,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

A  flseesage  was  i'cceiv«d  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  covering  the  convention  between  this  country  and  Spain. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McComas,  it  was  resolved  to  instruct  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  subset  ibiflg  for  stock  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  com- 
pany, in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
on  the  contested  Kentucky  election;  when 

Mr.  Hamer  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Marshall  and 
Hardin,  and  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Moore. 

The  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
"vestigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  respec- 
tively presented  reports,  which,  after  some  discussion  as  to  fix- 
ing upon  the  time,  were  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
week,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  I'anderpoel  moved  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
10,000  of  each  report;  objections  being  made, 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  negatived; 
when  the  motion  for  printing  an  extra  number  was  renewed, 
and  objections  being  a^ain  niado, 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  but 
afterwards  wilhdrewit— when, afttr  some  discussion,  the  house 
adjourned. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  Paris  papers  to  the  15th  Jipril, 

FRANCE. 

That  revolutionary  spirit  which  has  so  often  manifested  itself 
for  the  last  three  years  in  France,  displayed  itself  with  more 
than  ordinary  violence  on  the  5th  of  April,  at  Lyons.  It  con- 
tains about  120,000  inhabitants,  ami  is  principally  a  manufac- 
tnringtown.  The  insurrectionary  movement  commenced  with 
the  operative  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  and  the  leading, 
or  immediate  cause,  was  the  arrest  of  six  individuals  belonging 
to  an  association  called  ilfuiJitc/Iuie*,  charged  with  an  assault 
upon  the  procureur  du  roi.  For  several  days  the  authorities 
of  Lyons  had  been  warned  of  a  movement  being  contemplated, 
and  had,  then^ifore,  prepared  themselves  for  successful  resist 
«nce,  by  a  concentration  of  all  their  disposable  forces.  The 
MutueliiHtes  were  but  little  disposed  to  join  in  the  plot,  and 
•only  such  workmen  as  belonged  to  political  societies  joined  the 
anarchists.  It  appears  that  the  workmen  made  their  first  ad- 
nrancee  in  columns,  and  in  good  order  toward  the  Palais  de  Jus- 
tice, announcing  their  resolution  to  protect  their  brethren  then 
fcefore  the  court,  as  the  judges  Were  defended  by  the  troops; 
nuinbterfl  of  them  being  armed. 

After  ineffectual  injunctions  by  the  authorities  to  them  to  re- 
tixe^  hostilities  commenced,  aud  in  the  very  onset  about  tweu- 


ty-five  soldiers  were  put  hors  du  combat.  The  troops  are  said 
to  have  observed  the  grealett  forbearance,  and  to  have  acted 
for  a  considerable  time  on  the  defensive.  This  loss,  however, 
caused  them  to  retort  with  great  vigor;  and  the  workmen  on 
their  side,  defended  themselves  with  the  utmost  intrepidity. 
Their  movements  were  directed  with  great  regularity,  and  the 
orders  given  were  followed  with  precision.  Barricades  and 
other  defences  were  thrown  up  by  them  simultaneously  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  as  if  by  magic,  and  when  driven  by  the  ar- 
tillery from  these,  they  sought  shelter  in  narrow  streets,  or  oc- 
cupied hotels  and  churches  and  other  houses,  whence  they 
fired  upon  the  soldiers.  Three  of  the  houses  occupied  by  tiieni 
were  fired  upon  by  the  troops  with  grape-shot,  and  in  one  of 
them  350  prisoners  were  taken,  many  of  them  wounded.  The 
fighting  continued  with  but  little  cessation  from  the  5lh  to  the 
night  or  the  12lh  of  April,  the  latter  day  was  bloody  and  deci- 
sive. The  rebels,  driven  from  their  other  positions,  took  refuge 
in  three  or  four  churches,  and  among  others  in  the  Cathedral, 
(and  from  tlieir  towers  sounded  the  awful  tocsin  of  alarm), 
which  latter  it  vvas  found  necessary  to  besiege.  All  who  were 
shut  up  in  it,  about  200  in  number,  are  said  to  have  perished. 
Two  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  rebels  took  fire,  from  the 
shells  discharged  against  them. 

The  whole  force  of  the  insurgents  was  stated  to  be  about 
seven  or  eight  thousand;  that  of  the  government,  at  the  com- 
mencement, vvas  8,000,  but  was  subsequently  augmented  to 
15,000. 

The  loss  of  the  insurgents  in  killed  and  wounded  is  stated  to 
be  600;  that  of  the  govetnment  troops  200.  During  the  fighting 
of  the  r2ih,  the  Hotel  de  Ville  was  taken  and  retaken  three 
times,  Willi  great  slaughter.  The  advantages  were  so  decisive, 
however,  on  that  day,  as  to  lead  to  the  restoration  of  compara- 
tive order  and  tranquillity. 

The  object  of  the  insurgents,  it  is  said,  was  to  proclaim  a  re- 
public. Encouraged  by  the  movements  at  Lyons,  the  republi- 
cans of  Chatons-sur  Saone  attempted  a  similar  movement 
there.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  April  several  individuals 
seiz(;d  and  threw  down  several  coaches  in  the  middle  of  the 
bridge,  and  endeavored  to  form  a  barricade.  On  the  summons 
of  the  officers  of  the  troops,  stationed  on  the  bridge,  they  soon 
dispersed,  and  the  coaches  were  thrown  into  the  Saone  by  tiie 
soldiers. 


In  Paris,  also,  insurrectionary  movements  had  taken  place. 
On  the  night  of  thii  12th  of  Apiil,  strong  pickets  paraded  the 
streets,  yet  no  serious  difficulty  occurred,  but  towards  the 
evening  of  the  following  day,  a  degree  of  agitation  was  mani- 
fested in  the  quarter  of  St.  Martin.  Barricades  were  raised  by 
seizing  coaches  and  other  vehicles,  to  impede  the  action  of  the 
forces,  by  which  the  insurgents  might  be  attacked.  Several  of 
the  narrow  streets  were  blocked  up,  and  some  youths  made 
their  appearance  armed  with  muskets,  and  with  red  cockades 
in  their  hats.  As  soon  as  these  symptoms  were  known,  the 
national  guards  repaired  to  the  scene  of  disturbance,  and,  by 
six  in  the  evening,  Paris  was  traversed  in  every  direction  by 
troops.  The  greater  part  of  the  barricades  were  taken,  though 
not  without  some  loss.  As  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Nemours 
were  proceeding  to  join  in  the  attack  upon  the  insurgents, 
several  shots  were  fired  at  them  from  the  third  story  of  a  house 
in  the  Rue  St  Martin;  a  ball  of  one  of  which  passed  between 
the  duke  of  Orleans  and  one  of  his  aids  de-camp,  and  through 
the  cap  of  a  soldier  at  his  side.  A  paving  stone  was  also 
thrown  at  the  prince  from  the  same  house.  Enraged  by  these 
incidents,  the  infantry,  who  accompanied  the  princes,  rushed 
into  the  house,  and  killed  every  person  whom  they  found  with 
arms  in  his  hands.  Generals  Runiigny,Bugeaud,  Lascours  and 
Tourton,  inarched  upon  the  centre  of  the  insurrection,  carrying 
every  barricade  which  opposed  their  progress,  and  completely 
sweeping  several  streets. 

The  insurgents  intrenched  themselves  in  houses  with  two 
entrances,  and  fired  upon  the  troops  from  behind  the  window 
pjiutters.  The  animosity  of  the  troops  and  of  the  national 
guard,  who  saw  their  companions  thus  falling  under  the  shots 
of  invisible  enemies,  now  became  at  its  height;  they  caused  the 
pioneers  to  break  open  the  doors,  when  they  rushed  in  and  did 
not  suffer  one  of  them  to  escape  alive.  In  a  few  hours  the  in- 
surrection was  put  down,  and  at  11  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  the  king  reviewed  his  troops  as  usual.  After  the  re- 
view, his  majesty  received  in  the  hall  of  the  marshals,  all  the 
officers  of  the  regiments  that  had  been  reviewed,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  queen,  madame  Adelaide,  the  young  princes 
and  princesses,  addressed  them  with  great  emotion,  calling 
them  his  "dear  comrades,^^  and  returning  them  his  warmest 
thanks. 

The  chambers  of  peers  and  deputies  had  waited  upon  the 
king  in  person,  to  tender  him  their  congratulations  upon  the 
prompt  suppression  of  the  insurrectionary  movements,  and  to 
renew  their  assuiances  of  devotedness.  He  received  them 
with  di>iinguislied  marks  of  gratitude,  and  made  pertinent  re- 
plies to  their  respective  addresses. 

A  passenser  in  the  packet  states  that  general  Lafayette's 
health  is  so  much  impaired,  as  to  cause  feats  to  be  entertained 
of  his  life. 

Our  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  was  received  by  the  king  on 
the  3d  of  April.  The  day  before,  he  dined  at  the  diplomatic 
dinner  given  by  count  Borgo. 

The  government  brig  La  Curaissier,  with  despatches,  had 
left  Brest  for  this  country,  and  they  are  announced  in  the  Parii 
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Journal  of  the  12th,  as  of  snch  importance,  iliat  lh«  brig  sailed 
in  a  quarter  of  an  iiour  after  tlieir  receipt. 

Tile  Tribune,  and  Bureaux,  iwn  nf  ihe  Paris  journals,  had 
been  suppressed,  the  one  was  seized  on  llie  12ih  April,  and  tlie 
other  on  the  succeedinf;  day.  'J'he  seals  had  not  only  been 
placed  on  the  latter,  but  oh  the  presses  of  M.  Mie,  the  printer 
of  that  paper.  M.  Mie,  and  M.  Surrut,  one  of  the  editors,  had 
also  been  arrested.  The  warrants  for  these  proceedings  were 
pjgned  by  M.  Thiers,  minister  of  the  interior,  and  tiiey  are 
founded  on  the  law  of  1814,  wiiich  authorises  the  withdrawal 
of  the  patent  of  printer  from  any  person  who  has  been  convict- 
ed of  contravening  the  laws  and  regulations  relative  to  the 
press. 

BELGIUM. 

A  serious  riot  took  place  at  Brussels  on  the  5ih  April.  The 
dwellings  of  the  duke  d'Ursel,  of  the  prince  de  Ligne,  and  of 
M.  de  Frazegnier  were  severally  attacked  by  a  large  mob,  the 
windows  broken  and  furniture  destroyed.  No  lives  lost.  These 
individuals  were  friendly  to  the  house  of  Orange,  and  were  as- 
certained to  have  contributed  towards  a  newspaper  of  that  par- 
ty, which  had  been  suppressed. 

Tranquillity  had  been  restored  on  the  12th,  but  the  existence 
of  such  disgraceful  scenes  under  the  surveillance  of  tlie  king, 
had  awakened  a  general  feeling  of  indignation  in  England. 

LATER    NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  15th  and  Liverpool  to  the  I6th  »Bpril, 
inclusive, 

GREAT   BRITAIN   AND    IRELAND. 

Parliament  had  again  assembled,  and  petitions  were  pouring 
in  complaining  of  agricultural  distress,  and  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  disabilities  of  dissenters — for  the  abolition  of  tithes,  and 
for  the  better  observance  of  the  sabbath. 

Mr.  O'Connell  had  addressed  another  letter  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  in  which  he  reproves  the  supineness  that  had  been  ma- 
nifested in  procuring  signatures  for  a  repeal  of  the  union.  His 
requisition  was  for  half  a  million  of  names,  and  less  than  80,000 
tiad  been  obtained.  He  attributes  the  deficiency  chiefly  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  cholera  during  the  last  winter. 

A  man  named  Corbett  was  recently  shot  by  a  policeman  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  Ireland,  which  had  so  aroused  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  that  his  funeral  was  attended  by  200,000 
persons  the  next  day;  and  in  retaliation,  three  policemen  who 
were  escorting  a  prisoner  to  a  neighboring  station,  were  met  by 
7  or  8  young  men,  returning  from  the  burying,  and  murdered  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  day,  in  the  public  road.  Several  persons  had 
Ijeen  taken  up  on  suspicion. 

PORTUGAL. 

Lisbon  and  Oporto  had  been  declared  free  ports. 

A  party  of  the  queen's  troops  had  obtained  a  considerable 
victory  over  the  forces  of  Don  Miguel  before  Oporto,  and  com- 
piled them  to  retreat.  The  queen's  troops  then  proceeded  to 
IJraga  and  took  possession  of  it — while  admiral  Napier  conquer- 
ed Viana  and  Caminha,  thus  placing  the  whole  province  of 
Entre  Douroe  Minho  under  the  command  of  the  Pedroites. 
Villa  Flor  was  to  attack  Coimbra,  which  if  taken,  would  place 
nearly  the  entire  cost  of  Portugal  in  possession  of  the  queen. 

Baron  Soure,  a  lieutenant  general  in  Don  Miguel's  army,  had 
joined  the  queen's  army.  The  affairs  of  the  queen  were  every 
way  encourauing  and  those  of  Don  Miguel  gloomy  in  the  ex- 
treme. Don  Miguel's  troops  had  been  defeated  in  a  fight  be- 
fore Santareiq,  and  he  escaped  by  swimming. 

—»"►»©  ®  ©<♦»•— 

IMPORTANT  SPANISH  DECREES. 
It  will  be  seen  from   the  following  that  the  queen's  govern- 
ment has  determined  to  put  down  political  priests,  by  touching 
them  in  very  tender  places — their  tetnporalilies. 

The  decrees  lately  published  in  the  Madrid  Gazette  have  al- 
ready been  descriljpd  in  the  letters  of  our  correspondent,  but  the 
j;«-at  importance  of  the  two  which  relate  to  the  properly  of  re 
tx'llious  ecclesiastics  induces  us  to  insert  complete  translations 
ofilieia.  {London  Times. 

"royal   DECREES. 

"The  crintinal  obstinacy  with  which  some  individuals  belong 
Ing  to  the  secular  clergy  have  disregarded  the  reiterated  admo- 
nitions of  my  government,  and,  neglecting  the  exemplary  sanc- 
tity and  the  meekness  essential  to  their  order,  have  converted 
themselves  into  partisans  and  accomplices  of  the  faction  which 
(disturbs  and  afflicts  Use  country,  calls  for  the  adoption  of  severe 
sneasures  to  maiiilain  the  lustre  and  dignity  of  the  clerical  body 
itself,  and  to  provit'e  for  the  safety  of  the  state.  For  the  purpose 
of  accompli?hi>it'  these  important  objects,  I  have  resolved  on 
tlie  following  decree: — 

"  'Art.  1.  Possession  shall  be  tak^'n  of  the  temporalities  of  all 
secular  ecclesiastics,  of  whatever  class  or  hierarchy,  who  join- 
ing the  ranks,  or  the  revnlniionary  juntas  of  the  rebels,  or  emi- 
grating from  these  kingdom-;  witliout  the  competent  license, 
may  have  abandoned,  or  shall  in  future  abandon  their  churches. 

"  'Art.  2.  As  the  criminal  acts  to  which  tlie  preceding  article 
refers  are  such  as  are  done  openly,  and  may  easily  i>e  known  by 
notoriety,  the  confiscation  of  the  temporalities  shall  lake  effi-ct 
immediately  on  the  flight  of  the  ecclesiu.-tic  becoming  known  by 
public  report. 

"  'Art.  3.  In  like  manner  the  temporalities  of  the  ecclesiastics 
who  shall  assist  the  factious  by  providing  them  with  arms,  am- 
munition or  money,  to  forwarJd  their  iniquitous  plans,  shall  be 
•eonfiacatcd. 


"  'Art  4.  Moreover,  the  temporalities  of  the  ecclesiastics  who 
shall  receive  or  conceal  the  rebels,  or  shall  induce  any  persons 
to  join  them,  or  shall  excite  movements  and  seditions  among 
the  people,  in  order  to  withdraw  them  from  the  obedience  due 
to  the  government,  Hhall  be  confiscated. 

" 'An.  5.  In  order  that  the  confiscation  of  the  temporalities 
may  lake  effect  in  the  cases  provided  by  the  foregoing  articlea, 
it  shall  be  only  preceded  by  a  short  atid  summary  inqliisition, 
and  no  further  measures  shall  be  requisite. 

'■  'Art.  6.  The  procurador  sindico  of  the  place  where  the  ec- 
clesiastic whose  temporalities  may  be  confiscated  resides,  shall, 
in  virtue  of  his  ofiice,  take  cnre  that  they  are  transferred  to  iha 
sub-delegate  of  provincial  rents,  information  thereol  beinij  trans- 
mitted to  me  through  your  depatiment. 

"  'Art.  7.  Jf  the  ecclesiastic  possess  a  benefice  with  the  cure 
of  souls,  such  an  amount  f^hall  be  deducted  from  the  seized  tem- 
poralities as,  according  to  the  decision  of  Ihe  synod  of  the  re- 
spective bishops,  shall  be  a  sufficient  income  lo  the  individual 
appointed  to  fulfil  thnt  charge. 

"  'Art.  8.  The  fund  of  temporalities  which  may  result  from 
the  application  of  this  decree,  will  be  destined  to  the  payment  of 
the  assignments  which  f  may  be  pl(;ased  to  grant  for  the  drying 
up  of  the  tears,  and  the  consoling  of  the  parents,  children,  and 
widows  of  the  loyal  who  may  be  killed,  or  may  die  in  defence 
of  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  my 
exalted  daughter;  and  the  remainder,  if  there  should  be  any, 
will  be  applied  lo  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 

"  'Art.  9.  The  enforcement  of  the  penalties  prescribed  by  this 
decree  shall  in  nowise  prejudice  any  judicial  proceedings  un- 
dertaken aceordiiiii  to  due  course  of  law. 

"  'Take  notice  hereof,  and  do  what  is  needful  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  same. 

"  'In  rubric,  by  the  royal  sign  mannel,  at  Aranjuez,  26th 
March,  1834.  D.  NICOLAS  MARIA  GARELLY.'  » 

"The  asylums  which  religion  has  consecrated  to  retirement 
and  virtue  cannot  be  converted  into  centres  of  rebellion,  with- 
out prejudice  and  injury  to  institutions  which  are  the  objects  of 
the  veneration  of  a  Catholic  country.  But  as,  unfortunately, 
experience  has  shown  that  some  monasteries  and  convents  have 
been,  and  are  still,  profaned  by  subversive  plans  and  deeds,  de- 
siring equally  to  consult  the  safety  of  the  state  and  the  honor 
and  sanctity  of  the  cloisters,  I  have  resolved  on  decreeing  as 
follows: — 

"  'Art.  1.  Any  monastery  or  convent,  whatever  its  insitution 
may  be,  from  which  any  individual  beloneing  to  the  communi- 
ty shall  fly  in  order  to  pass  over  to  the  rebels,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately supi)ressed,  if  within  the  space  of  24  hours  afterwards  the 
prelate  does  not  give  information  thereof  to  the  nearest  authori- 
ty, and  certify  that  he  has  commenced  the  necessary  proceed- 
ings asrainsi  the  fugitive. 

"  'Art.  2.  Any  monastery  or  convent  from  which  the  sixth 
part  of  the  community  shall  fly  lo  pass  over  to  the  rebels  shall 
also  be  suppressed. 

"  'Art.  3.  In  like  manner,  any  monastery  or  convent  into 
which  warlike  stores,  clothing,  arms,  or  ammunition  shall  be 
received,  with  the  connivance  of  the  superior,  shall  be  sup- 
pressed. 

"  'Art.  4.  Moreover,  any  monastery  or  convent  in  which  it 
may  be  proved  that  clandestine  juntas  have  met  with  the  per- 
mission or  knowledge  of  the  superior,  to  subvert  order  and  con- 
spire against  the  slate,  shall  be  suppressed. 

"  'Art.  .5.  The  objects  consecrated  to  worship  belonging  to  the 
monasteries  or  convents  which  may  bo  suppressed  by  virtue  of 
the  present  decrees  shall  be  distributed  by  the  respective  dioces- 
ans among  the  most  necessitous  parishes,  information  of  the  ex- 
ecutive thereof  being  transmitted  to  me. 

"  'Art.  6.  The  moveable  and  immoveable  property  belonging 
to  the  monasteries  or  convents  so  suppressed  shall  be  immedi- 
ately sold  by  public  auction,  according  lo  due  course  of  law. 

"  'Art.  7.  The  fund  of  temporalities  which  may  result  from 
the  provisions  of  this  my  royal  decree  will  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions,  which  1  shall  assign  to  the  parents,  wi- 
dows, and  orphans  of  the  loyal  Spaniards  who  may  die  in  de- 
fence of  the  tlirone  and  the  country;  and  the  remainder^  if  any 
thoro  should  be,  will  be  destined  to  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt. 

"  'Art.  8.  The  application  of  tlie  foregoing  provisions  is  to  be 
understood  as  in  nowi*e  prejudicing  the  institution  of  any  pro- 
ceeditms  against  those  who  may  be  guilty  of  conspiracy  against 
the  state. 

"  'Take  notice  hereof,  and  do  what  is  needful  for  its  fulfil- 
ment. 

"  'In  rubric,  by  the  rovnl  sign  manuel,  at  Aranjuez,  March, 
QG.  D.  NICOLAS  MARIA  GARELLY.'  '? 

-—••»►©  ®  »+«— 
THE  NIGER  EXPEDITION. 
From  the  London  Literary  Gazette. 

Accounts  of  this  expedition,  up  to  the  5th  of  January,  have 
been  received.  At  tliat  date.  Lander  was  on  board  the  Curlew 
ship  of-war,  on  his  vv.iy  to  Cape  Coast  Castle,  for  the  purpose 
of  procurifiii  a  particular  species  of  goods  for  the  markets  in  the 
interior,  of  which  he  had  not  previously  taken  a  suflicient  sup- 
ply. If  successful  in  this  object,  it  was  his  intention  to  return 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nun;  thence  to  reascend  the  Niger  for  the 
third  time,  and  endeavor  to  penetrate  as  far  up  the  river  as 
'  Boussa.  Previous  to  his  last  return  lo  the  coast,  Lander  and 
>  lieutenant  Allen  had  fortunately  reached  Rabbah,  or  Rabba  (a 
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large  Falatah  town),  in  the  iron  steamboat;  and,  for  the  space 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen  days,  had  maintained  a  friendly  inter- 
course, and  carried  on  an  advantageous  trade,  Willi  its  inhabi 
tants.  The  depth  of  the  water  at  that  place  was  between  two 
and  three  fathoms,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  seen  beyond  it,  the 
Niger  was  free  from  rocks  and  other  obstructions,  and  arsuined 
a  majestic  and  very  encouraging  appearance.  This  important 
town  is  inhabited  by  Falatahs  and  negroes,  and  realizes  the  ex- 
peciatiGHs  that  had  been  lortned  of  it,  as  regards  its  extent,  its 
wealth  and  its  population.  A  few  Tuaricks,  from  the  borders 
of  the  desert,  and  other  Arabs,  were  observed  by  our  country- 
men in  the  streets  ol  Rabbah. 

Another  important  feature  is,  our  travellers  ascended  the 
jfiv«r  Tsiiadda,  as  high  as  150  miles  from  its  junction  vvitii  the 
-Nigec.  At  that  point,  and  at  some  distance  below  and  above 
it,  Ute  river  was  found  to  be  interscGted  with  islands,  ajid  com- 
paratively shallow,  alternately  becoming  broad  and  narrow,  in 
proportion  as  its  channel  was  free  from,  or  obstructed  by  these 
islands.  No  traces  of  inhabitants  appeared  on  the  banks  of  this 
river;  and  Lander,  and  liis  valuable  coadjutor  was  compelled 
lo  return  to  the  Niger  for  want  of  provisions.  Ail  the  natives 
in  this  part  of  the  country  agree  in  the  assertion  that  the  'i'sliad- 
da  communicates  with  Lake  Tshad,  the  inland  sea  of  Africa. 
They  do  not  hazard  this  as  a  mere  conjecture,  but  state  it  with 
confidence  as  a  well  known  and  undisputed  fact.  On  a  small 
island  near  Atta,  Lander  has  erected  a  kind  of  mud  fort,  which 
will  also  answer  the  purpose  of  a  depot  for  British  goods.  This 
place  has  been  named  English  Island,  and  it  possesses  peculiar 
facilities  for  trading  purposes  in  that  part  of  tlie  country.  The 
king  of  Atta,  who  seems  to  have  formed  an  attacliinent  to  Lan- 
der, had  presented  him  with  four  small,  but  very  beautiful  hor- 
ses, which  he  succeeded  in  conveying  to  Fernando  Po.  Poor 
old  Pasko,  the  black  who  buried  Belzoni,  is  dead.  He  had  join- 
ed the  present  expedition  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  expired  up 
the  Niger,  after  a  short  illness.  Lieutenant  Allen  has  rendered 
an  important  service  to  the  cause  of  science  by  the  observations 
he  made  while  on  the  Niger  and  Tshadda.  He  is  expected  to 
arrive  shortly  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  Lander  has  lost  every 
symptom  of  his  late  severe  indispositirm,  and  looks  as  hardy  as 
an  Arab.  He  wears  a  luxuriant  beard,  which  extends,  lo  his 
waist. 

Another  account  says — 

Mr.  Lander  relates  that  they  found  a  city  called  Nunda,  on 
the  Tshadda,  which  contains  60  or  70,000  inhabitants.  The 
walls  are  20  feet  high.  Tlie  king  is  a  brutal  savage.  He  has  in 
his  seraglio  1,500  women.  He  detained  the  English  and  would 
not  let  them  return,  pretending  to  be  influenced  by  the  gods. 
He  said  the  gods  had  been  frequently  consulted,  but  tliey  would 
not  give  a  favorable  answer.  Laird  took  advantage  of  the  king's 
superstition;  told  him  he  would  send  a  messenger  to  the  gods, 
and  if  it  burned  blue,  it  would  be  an  indication  of  a  favorable 
reply.  Laird  sent  up  a  blue  light,  which  made  such  an  impres- 
sion on  the  king  that  he  releasod  the  party.  The  slave  trade  is 
carried  on  up  and  down  the  Niger.  While  Mr.  Laird  was  up 
the  river,  about  1,000  of  the  people  of  Nunda  made  an  incursion 
along  the  bank  of  the  Niger,  and  sacked  the  country  far  and 
wide.  Their  object  was  slaves  and  booty.  They  make  pipes 
60  long  that  they  can  smoke  when  riding,  vvitli  the  bowl  of  the 
pipe  resting  on  the  foot.  They  are  ignorant  of  distilling,  and 
have  not  yet  acquired  a  taste  of  rum.  At  one  place  on  the  Ni- 
ger, the  priests  sacrificed  a  human  victim,  and  threw  the  body 
in  pieces  into  the  river  to  prevent  the  English  going  up;  the  ig- 
norant natives  thouglit  this  would  put  a  stop  to  their  progress, 
and  were  much  disappointed  when  they  found  the  incantations 
of  the  priests  of  no  avail. 

«'»»S  @  ©♦<«»— 

NEW  YORK  ELECTION  RIOTS. 

Presentment  of  rioters 

By  the  grand  jury  to  the  court  of  sessions  on  Saturday  last. — 

The  grand  jury  for  the  May  term  of  the  court  of  sessions  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  being  about  to  close  their 
duties  and  having  in  the  prosecution  of  them  been  called  to  the 
investigation  of  the  unfortunate  riots  that  occurred  during  the 
late  election  in  April,  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  a  pre- 
sentment in  relation  to  this  unprecedented  occurrence,  to  the 
court,  and  their  fellow  citizens  at  large. 

In  canvassing  the  mass  of  testimony  that  has  been  adduced 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  it  has  been  the  constant  desire  of  the 
jury  so  to  discharge  their  duties,  that  while  the  guilty  should  be 
brought  to  punishment,  the  recurrence  of  scenes  no  disreputa- 
ble and  dangerous  lo  the  peace  of  the  city,  might  hereafter  be 
prevented. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  has  been  the  finding  true  bills 
against  a  number  of  individuals,  and  in  one  case  where  human 
life  was  brought  to  its  very  verge  by  the  violence  exercised. 
While  these  instances  have  been  comparatively  few,  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  identifying  the  aggressors,  it  is  evident  that 
personal  safety,  human  life,  and  the  good  order  of  this  commu- 
nity have  been  endangered  beyond  precedent. 

The  grand  jury  therefore  turn  to  the  people,  from  whom  the 
law  principally  emanates,  for  relief;  and  would  (earnestly  recom- 
mend to  our  legislators  their  most  serious  consideration  of  this 
subject,  as  involving  not  only  their  lives  and  property,  but  as 
vital  to  the  preservation  of  our  republican  institutions.  All  must 
be  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  and  appaling  evils  cons(!quent 
on  a  resort  to  physical  force  at  any  period — and  more  particular- 
ly during  tiie  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.    While  a  proper 


zeal  in  conducting  our  elections  is  commendable,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  be  so  attempted  as  not  to  inflame  the  citizens  or  inter- 
rupt the  free  exercise  of  their  civic  rights.  And  on  the  occur- 
rence of  scenes  like  those  brought  to  the  cognizance  of  this 
jury,  it  is  all  important  they  should  be  cheeked  in  their  inci- 
pieiicy. 

In  reference  to  this,  and  in  review  of  the  whole  subject,  they 
are  fully  of  opinion  that  the  plan  now  in  agitation,  of  register- 
ing the  names  of  voters  prior  to  every  election,  is  best  calculated 
to  avert  the  recurrence  of  so  lamentable  an  evil  as  that  alluded 
to — lo  prevent  the  frequency  of  perjury,  so  demoralizing  in  its 
tendency,  and  lo  accomplish  that  provision  of  our  constitution 
which  declares  tiiat  "laws  should  be  made  for  ascertaining  by 
proper  proofs,  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
sufT'rage." 

in  conclusion,  this  grand  jury  express  their  belief  that  this 
subject  cannot  be  too  seriously  weighed  or  too  seriously  acted 
upon  by  Iheir  fellow  citizens. 

JAS.  K.  HAMILTON,/oreman. 

New   York,  May  17,  1834. 

{J(p=A  register  of  the  voters  is  the  only  mode  of  safety.  We 
are  friends  of  free  suffrages — of  universal  suflTrage,  if  the  term 
pleases  anyone  better — but  think  it  ought  to  be  made  a  high 
penitentiary  offence  for  any  one  to  rob  us  of  a  just  exercise  of 
that  right,  by  voting  unlawfully.  Ed.  Reg. 

BANK  OF  GEORGIA. 
Abstract  of  the  general  statement  of  the  bank  of  Georgia  and 
its  branches  on  the  7th  April,  1834. 

Notes  discounted $l,.56l ,101  35 

Bills  of  exchange  discounted 579,619  75 

Notes  and  bills  of  exchange  in  suit 223,390  63 

Real  estate 50,187  04 

Banking  houses  and  lots 60,500  00 

State  bank  stock 25,693  00 

Profit  and  loss 14,047  24 

Steamboat  and  Savannah  corporation  stock..      26,200  00 

Salaries 15,265  57 

Incidental  expenses 5,220  73 

Bridge  at  Augusta 55,000  00 

Assignment  of  j udgments 5,600  00 

Protest  account 406  75 

Due  from  local  banks 67,653  4.5 

Due  from  state  banks 184,078  74 

Bills 198,025  00 

Bills  Pr.  bank  Savannah  on  hand 238,894  00 

Bills  of  branches  on  hand 1,005,946  00 

Specie  on  hand 346,769  00 

Capital 1,500,000  00 

Bills  signed  for  Pr.  bank  Savannah 368.005  00 

Bills  signed  for  branches .....1,831,896  00 

Dividends  unpaid 3,479  00 

Discount  account 114.342  86 

Surplus  fund -  28,883  14 

Due  to  other  banks .326,339  01 

Due  to  state  banks  and  branches 204,235  01 

Undivided  deposites 286,418  23 

"BILLS  OF  CREDIT." 

AN    IMPORTANT    LAW    CASE. 

From  the  Lexington,  (Ky.)  Intelligencer,  of  May  6. 

MERCER   CIRCUIT    COURT — MARCH   TERM,  1834. 

Judze  Bridges,  presiding. 
The  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  ihel 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky.  \  In  debt. 

against  C 

Nelson  Mayes,  } 

This  is  an  action  of  debt  by  petition  and  summons,  broiizlit 
upon  a  note  executed  by  the  defendant,  &c.  to  the  plaintiff*-, 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  therein  specified.  The  de- 
fendant filed  a  demurrer  to  the  petition,  and  two  special  pleas 
in  bar  of  the  action.  The  plaiiitifTs  joined  the  demurrer  and  de- 
■murred  to  each  plea,  which  was  joined  by  the  defendant.  The 
pleas  allege  in  substance,  that  the  note  suvd  on  was  given  in 
renewal  of  another  note,  and  that  of  a  preceding  one;  and  that 
the  only  consideration  given  for  the  original  note,  was  notes 
issued  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  by  them  loaned  to  the  princii)al  obli- 
gor in  the  original  note;  and  that  the  notjis,  so  loaned,  were 
idlls  of  credit,  issued  by  the  state  of  Kentucky,  through,  and  by 
means  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  case  the  following  questions  are 
presented. 

1st.  Is  the  act  of  assembly  establishing  the  bank  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, a  valid  act,  or  is  it  repugnant  to  the  prohibition  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  *'no 
state  shall  emit  bills  of  crcditV  2d.  If  the  notes  of  said  bank 
are  hills  of  credit  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  can  the  defendant  successfully  plead  their 
illegality  in  bar  of  this  action.? 

Influenced,  as  well  by  the  importance,  delicacy  and  difficulty 
of  the  questions  involved  in  this  case,  and  the  responsibility  in- 
seperable  from  a  decision  of  tlicm,  the  court  felt  a  strong  wish 
that  the  cause  should  stand  over  until  a  similar  case,  now  pend- 
ing before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  should  be 
decided;  but  the  counsel  for  the  parties  being  opposed  to  such 
postponement,  and  urging  a  decision  at  the  present  lerm,  the 
court  is  constrained  lo  submit  its  wish  to  their  will. 
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ffeliminary  to  a  decision  of  these  questions,  it  ia  deemed  pro- 
per to  give  a  brief  analysis  of  the  act  oCllie  lef^islatiire  establijih- 
iiiy  the  bank,  and  the  suhseqiicnt  acts  cnnnocicd  with  it. 

The  preamble  to  the  act,  recites  that  it  way  deemed  expedient 
to  establisli  a  bank  on  the  funds  of  tlie  state,  for  the  purpose  o( 
inakirij^j  loans  for  longer  periods  than  cut-toniary,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  distresses  of  tiie  communiiy.  Tlie  bank  is  estab- 
lished in  tlie  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  common  weailh  of  K(;n- 
tucky,  with  a  ca()iial  stock  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ex 
clusively  the  property  of  the  slate,  and  no  individual  pcrmitti'd 
to  own  stock:  it  is  placed  under  the  direction  of  a  president  and 
twelve  directors,  elected  annually  by  a  joint  ballot  of  boih 
houses  of  the  general  assembly;  they  are  made  a  corporation 
and  body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  Comnioiiwealh  of  Ktniucky,  they 
are  authorised  to  aj)poiiit  a  cashier,  clerks,  &c.  the  president 
and  cashier  have  a  fixed  annual  salary,  paid  by  the  siate:  the 
cashiers  are  required  to  give  bond  and  security  to  the  common- 
wealth for  their  fidelity,  &c.  the  corporation  is  permitted  to  is- 
sue notes  to  the  amount  ol  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  any 
denomination  under  one  hundred  dollars:  they  are  authorised 
to  loan  their  notes  and  funds  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  the 
rate  ofsix  per  centum  per  annum;  and  to  apportion  the  loans  to 
each  county  in  proportion  to  its  taxable  property  for  the  year 
1820.  Loans  were  directed  to  be  made  to  such  individuals 
only,  during  the  year  1820,  as  might  need  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  his,  her  or  thttir  just  debts,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  the  live  stock  or  produce  of  the  country  for  ex- 
portation: they  are  required  to  report  annually  to  the  legisla- 
lature,  and  to  keep  a  minute  of  their  proceedings,  to  be  at  all 
times  subject  to  the  demand  and  inspection  of  the  legislature, 
or  a  committee  thereof.  Twelve  branches  are  established  and 
located  at  different  points  in  the  state,  the  capital  stock  to  be 
raised  and  paid  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit:  All  moneys 
thereafter  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  vacant 
lands  of  the  commonwealth;  all  moneys  thereafter  paid  into  the 
treasury  for  the  purchase  of  land  warrants:  all  moneys  which 
might  thereafter  be  received  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  west 
of  the  Tennessee  river;  and  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  owned 
by  the  state  in  the  bank  of  Kentucky,  as  might  belong  to  the  state 
after  the  affairs  of  said  bank  should  be  settled  up,  with  the 
profits  thereof  not  heretofore  pledged  or  appropriated  by  law, 
and  the  revenue  of  the  state  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each 
session  of  the  legislature.  The  interest  arising  from  the  loans 
and  discounts  of  the  bank,  after  defraying  its  expenses,  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  state,  and  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition  of  the  legislature.  The  bills  or  notes  of 
the  bank  to  be  receivable  at  the  treasury  of  the  state,  and  by  all 
tax  gatherers  and  other  public  officers,  in  all  payments  for  all 
taxes  or  other  moneys  then  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  state, 
and  by  all  collectors  of  the  county  levy,  and  in  payment  of  all 
officers' fees  and  salaries,  &c.  A  sum  not  exceeding  $7,000  is 
appropriated  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  state,  for  the  purchase 
of  plates  and  other  necessaries  to  carry  the  bank  into  complete 
operation.  By  another  act,  p.assed  at  the  same  session,  it  was 
among  other  things  provided,  tiiat  if  the  plaintiff  in  any  execu- 
tion, should  endorse  thereon  "that  either  notes  on  the  bank  of 
Kentucky  or  its  branches,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Common- 
wealth or  its  branches  might  be  received  by  the  officer  in  dis- 
charge of  the  execution,  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  should 
be  entitled  to  a  replevin  for  3  months  only;  if  the  plaintiff  failed 
to  make  the  endorsement  the  defendant  should  be  entitled  to  a 
replevin  for  two  years."  By  the  15th  section  of  another  act, 
passed  the  26th  of  December,  1820,  entitled  an  act  "to  amend 
and  extend  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky,"  it  is  in  sub- 
stance made  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  Kentucky,  to  pay  over  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  state  in  that  institu- 
tion, and  to  make  such  payment  in  specie  or  in  notes  of  the 
bank  ofthe  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  or  its  branches,  in  three 
annual  instalments,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  Dec.  1824. 
That  it  is  the  right  and  duty  ofthe  judiciary  to  declare  an  act 
of  the  legislature  void  and  inoperative,  and  refuse  to  execute 
it,  if  it  be  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  is  so  clearly  deducible 
from  principle,  and  so  well  settled  by  repeated  adjudications, 
that  no  doubt  on  that  suh'Kiect  can  be  entertained.  But  it  is 
contended  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  the  questions 
now  present  for  the  decision  of  this  court,  have  been  settled 
by  the  adjudications  of  the  appellate  courts,  in  the  cases  of 
Lampton  vs.  the  Bank,  and  Briscoe,  &c.  against  the  same. 
Upon  an  examination  tof  the  mandate  and  opinion  in  the  latter 
case,  it  will  be  found  that  the  court  of  appeals  has  based  its  de- 
cision upon  the  authority  of  the  case  of  Lampton  against  the 
bank — the  printed  report  of  that  case  does  not  show  upon  what 
ground  the  judgment  ofthe  circuit  court  was  affirmed.  It  may 
or  may  not  have  been  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
charter.  From  aught  that  appears  from  the  report  of  that  case, 
it  may  have  gone  off  from  the  failure  ofthe  party  to  file  a  trans- 
cript ofthe  record  within  the  time  prescribed  by  iaw,  or  the  inar- 
tificial manner  in  which  the  plea  was  drawn,  presenting  the 
constitutional  question  for  decision. 

A  party  who  relies  upon  the  decision  of  a  court  settling  prin- 
ciples intended  to  rule  the  decisions  of  the  subordinate,  should 
show  the  grounds  on  which  the  case  was  decided.  The  mere 
reversal  or  affirmance  of  a  judgment  unaccompanied  by  any 
reasons  why  or  wherefore  it  was  so  adjudged,  does  not  settle 
any  principle  which  should  be  obligatory  on  the  subordinate 
courts. 


This  court  is  not  apprised  of  any  constitutional  provision,  or 
stalutary  regulation,  making  the  decisions  of  the  appellate  court 
authoritatively  and  peremptorily  binding  on  the  t-ubordinate 
courts.  But  this  court  disclaims  all  disposition  to  disturb  that 
whieh  has  been  settled.  It  is  important  to  society,  that  the  ad- 
ministration ofthe  laws  should  be  steady  and  unilbrm,  and  that 
the  decisions  of  the  subordinate  should  conform  to  lliose  of  the 
appellate  court,  settling  principles.  And  no  court  would  do  so 
more  readily  than  in  cases  where  the  ap|)ellate  court  possessed 
the  ultimate  supervising  power.  But  it  should  be  recollected 
that  this  case  belongs  to  that  class  of  cases  over  which  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  has  the  ultimate  supervising 
power  under  the  25th  seclicm  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  In 
all  such  cases  tiie  decisions  of  the  appellate  court  of  the  state 
should  not  have  an  authoritative  effect  on  the  subordinate  court. 
Their  decisions  and  opinions  in  all  such  cases,  shf)uld  be  re- 
garded as  persuasive  evidence  of  the  law,  and  entitled  to  high 
regard  and  respect,  on  account  ofthe  acknowledged  talents  and 
acquirennnits  of  the  judges;  but  tlu^y  should  not  bind  as  autho- 
rity. The  appellate  court  of  this  slate  have  upon  many  occa- 
sions acknowledged  its  subordination  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  Slates  in  cases  where  that  court  had  the  ultimate 
revising  power,  and  have  been  constrained  to  surrender  their 
declared  opinions  and  conform  to  those  of  the  supreme  court. 
(See  Marshall's  reports,  page  75  commonwealth  vs.  Morrison, 
3d  Monroe's  reports,  page  270,  Ferry  against  Blight.  5th  Mon- 
roe's reports,  page  283,  Euhanks  vs.  Poston,  &c.  3d  Marshall's 
reports,  page  422,  bank  ofthe  United  States  vs.  Norton,  &c.) 

The  court  will  therefore  proceed,  reluctantly,  to  decide  the 
questions  presented, 

1st.  Is  the  act  of  the  legislature  establishing  the  bank  of  the 
Commonwealth  constitutional  or  not.'  Are  the  notes  of  this 
bank,  bills  of  credit  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution? 
The  clause  in  the  constitution  which  this  act  is  supposed  to 
violate,  is  in  these  words:  "No  state  shall  emit  bills  of  credit," 
What  is  a  bill  of  credit.'  What  did  the  constitution  mean  to 
forbid.'  The  terms,  bills  of  credit,  are  in  themselves  vague  and 
indefinite,  and  like  many  other  terms  and  expressions,  are  only 
to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  legislative  acts  and  history 
of  the  times  in  which  they  originated,  and  as  they  were  used 
and  understood  by  those  who  lived  [and]  acted  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  To  emit  bills  of  credit  con- 
veys to  the  mind  the  idea  of  issuing  paper  intended  to  circulate 
through  the  community  for  its  ordinary  purposes  as  money.  It 
is  believed  that  this  is  the  sense  in  which  the  terms  of  the  con- 
stitution have  been  generally  understood.  The  phrase,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  well  known,  and  generally  used  to  indicate  the  pa- 
per currency  issued  by  the  slates  during  their  colonial  depend- 
ance.  During  the  war  of  the  revolution  the  paper  currency  is- 
sued by  congress  was  constantly  denominated  in  the  actsof  that 
body  bills  of  credit;  and  the  like  appellation  was  applied  to 
similar  currency  issued  by  the  states.  At  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  bills  of  credit  were  universally  under- 
stood to  signify  a  paper  medium,  intended  to  circulate  among 
individuals,  and  between  government  and  individuals  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  society.  (See  Craig  vs.  the  stale  of  Mis- 
souri, 4th  Peters'  reports,  pages  from  410  to  432.  Story's  com- 
mentary on  the  constitution,  vol.  3,  pages  227,  228.  For  a  de- 
scription ofthe  paper  system  and  its  pernicious  effects  upon  the 
community,  see  the  Federalist,  page  242.  Belknap's  history  of 
New  Hampshire,  vol.  2,  pasre  425;  Williamson's  history  of  N. 
Carolina,  2d  vol.  pages  38.  39,  81,  114,  115;  Jefferson's  v^ritings, 
vol.  1st.  pages  401,  411,  412.) 

What  did  the  constitution  mean  to  prohibit  by  the  clause. 
"No  stale  shall  emit  bills  of  credit.'"  It  should  be  recollected 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were  wise  and  patriotic 
men — they  had  lived  and  acted  during  the  most  eventful  period 
of  our  history — they  had  seen,  and  no  doubt  regretted  the  many 
evils  which  resulted  from  the  paper  system — they  were  no  doubt 
well  apprised  that  the  terms  bills  of  credit  and  paper  money 
were  synonymous,  whether  issued  by  the  state,  governor,  com- 
missioners, committee  or  other  agents  ofthe  state.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  value  of  this  paper  medium  was  continually 
changing,  and  these  changes,  often  great  and  sadden,  exposed 
individuals  to  immense  losses,  and  were  calculated  to  destroy 
that  confidence  which  should  ever  exist  between  man  and  man. 
In  no  country  more  than  our  own  have  these  truths  been  felt  in 
all  their  force;  in  none  has  more  intense  suffering,  or  more  wide- 
spread ruin  accompanied  the  system. 

They  saw  the  necessity  of  one  uniform  standard  of  value 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  therefore  made  the  follr»w- 
ing  grant  of  power  to  the  general  government,  "to  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures."  It  was  therefore  the  object  of 
the  prohibition  to  cut  up  the  whole  mischief  by  the  roots,  be- 
cause it  had  been  deeply  felt  throughout  all  the  United  States, 
and  had  deeply  affected  the  prosperity  of  all.  The  object  ofthe 
prohibition  was  not  to  prevent  the  thing  when  it  bore  a  particu- 
lar name,  but  to  prohibit  the  thing  whatever  name  or  form  it 
might  assume.  If  the  words  are  not  mere  empty  sounds,  the 
prohibition  must  comprehend  the  emission  of  any  paper  me- 
dium by  a  state  for  the  purpose  of  common  circulation. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose  that  the  constitution 
meant  to  prohibit  an  emission  under  one  denomination,  leaving 
the  power  complete  to  issue  the  same  thing  under  another.  It 
can  never  be  seriously  contended  that  the  constitution  meant 
to  prohibit  names  and  not  things — to  deal  with  shadows  and 
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leave  substances.  What  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  a 
Construction?  That  a  very  important  act,  big  with  great  and 
ruinous  mischief,  and  on  that  account  forbidden  by  words  the 
most  appropriate  for  its  description,  might  yet  be  performed  by 
the  substitution  of  a  new  name — that  the  constitution,  even  in 
one  of  its  vital  provisions  might  be  openly  evaded  by  giving  a 
new  name  to  an  old  thing.  Call  the  thing  a  bill  of  credit  and  it 
is  prohibited;  call  the  same  thing  a  certificate,  paper  bill,  bank 
note  or  any  other  name,  and  it  is  constitutional.  (See  story's 
commentary  on  the  constitution,  volume  3d,  pages  228,  229. 
Cfaig  against  the  state  of  Missouri,  4th  Peters,  page  432. 

Bat  the  validity  of  the  act  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  on 
the  ground,  that  the  emission  of  the  notes  now  in  question,  was 
made  by  a  corporation,  and  not  by  the  state.  The  old  and  sen- 
sible maxim,  itle  quifacit  per  alium,facitper  se,  has  been  incor- 
porated into  our  system,  and  recognized  and  acted  upon  by  our 
courts;  but  if  the  questions  involved  in  this  case  shall  be  ulti- 
mately decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  this  maxim  will  be  re- 
versed, and  the  principle  established  that  a  state  may  do  that 
iy  a  corporation  which  it  cannot  do  by  itself.  Can  a  state  de- 
legate powers  to  others  to  do  an  unlawful  and  forbidden  act? 
It  is  believed  not.  Can  the  mere  name  ^^bank,"  the  president 
and  directers  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  state,  sanctify  the 
act  which  under  another  name  would  be  unconstitutional  and 
void?  If  so,  the  state  may,  by  interposing  a  bank,  avoid  the 
prohibition,  and  introduce  into  the  community,  that  ruinous 
,pa,per  system,  the  effects  of  which  were  so  severely  felt  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  which  the  prohibition  in- 
tended to  interdict.  And  they  might  by  a  like  subterfuge  ren- 
der inoperative  many  of  the  most  important  grants  of  power 
and  prohibitions  contained  in  the  constitution,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  undermine  the  constitution,  reject  its  sub- 
Stances,  and  be  cheated  by  its  shadows. 

But  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  legality  of  the 
emissions  of  this  bank  on  the  ground  that  the  legislature  had 
«et  apart  funds  and  made  ample  provisions  for  the  redemption 
•of  the  notes.  Conceding  this  to  be  the  fact,  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  the  emission  in  question  was  lawful.  It 
should  be  recollected  that  the  prohibition  is  unconditional  and 
peremptory,  "no  state  shaW  emit  bills  of  credit.'^  It  therefore 
seems  to  this  court  that  no  stale  can  constitutionally  emit  bills 
of  credit,  or  any  other  paper  intended  to  circulate  in  the  com- 
munity as  money,  whether  such  emissioii  be  based  upon  a  me- 
tallic capital,  or  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  state. 

The  right  and  power  of  the  state  to  incorporate  private  com- 
panies for  banking  purposes,  and  the  emission  of  notes  based 
upon  metallic  capital  is  conceded  by  this  court.  It  is  also  eon- 
ceded,  that  in  such  banking  establishments  the  state  may  also 
be  a  stockholder,  but  in  becoming  so,  it  so  far  as  that  matter  is 
concerned,  divests  itself  of  its  sovereign  character,  and  sinks 
to  the  level  of  its  associates.  But  the  right  of  a  state  to  estab- 
lish a  bank,  and  be  thereof  the  sole  and  exclusive  stockholder, 
and  to  emit  paper  money,  intended  to  circulate  as  such,  based 
upon  its  own  funds,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  this  court,  be 
maintained  upon  constitutional  principles. 

Bat  did  the  state  provide  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
notes,  authorised  to  be  issued  by  this  bank? 

It  may  be  safely  contended  that  it  did  not,  nor  did  it  provide 
any  fund  whatever.  It  is  a  fact,  shown  by  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  our  courts,  that  the  notes  of  this  bank  were,  from 
their  first  emission,  greatly  below  par;  and  in  less  than  one 
year  after  the  first  emission,  they  were  at  fifty  per  cent,  dis- 
count. 

It  should  be  recollected  that  by  the  act  incorporating  this 
bank,  "the  revenue  of  the  state  remaining  unappropriated  in 
the  treasury  at  the  end  of  each  session  of  the  legislature,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  vacant  land  of  the  state,  the  pur- 
chase of  land  warrants,  the  sale  of  the  land  west  of  the  Tennes- 
see river,  and  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  owned  by  the  state 
in  the  bank  of  Kentucky  as  might  belong  to  the  state  after  the 
affairs  of  said  bank  should  be  settled  up,  with  the  profits  there- 
of not  theretofore  pledged  or  appropriated  by  law,  constituted 
its  capital  stock.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  all  the 
sums  arising  from  those  sources  were  made  payable  in  specie, 
or  in  the  notes  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  funds  arising  from  those  various  sour- 
ces, were  realised  and  actually  paid  into  tlie  bank.  Of  what 
did  its  capital  stock  consist?  Most  obviously  of  its  own  depre- 
ciated notes.  For,  although  the  debtors  had  the  election  to 
pay  in  specie  or  notes  upon  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  presumptior;  is  irresistible  that  the  payments  were  made  in 
paper  of  the  bank,  as  it  was  greatly  below  par.  It  therefore 
seems  to  this  court,  that  the  hank  has  been  established  by  the 
state  with  no  real  or  substantial  capital  whatever,  fts  noths 
have  been  put  into  circulation  simply  upon  the  credit  of  the 
state.  What  are  its  issues  but  bills  of  credit  iss»ned  by  the  state? 
Did  the  legislature,  by  establishing  tliis  bank  intend  its  notes  or 
paper  to  circulate  through  the  community  as  money?  That 
such  was  the  object  and  design  of  the  legislature  cannot  be 
doubled.  The  preamble  to  the  aetis,  the  enormous  issue  of 
notes,  the  locations  of  various  branches  in  different  sections  of 
the  state  with  their  directorc  and  oflScers,  the  apportionment  of 
the  loans  to  the  different  counties,  the  limitations  upon  loans, 
the  restrictions  upon  loans  in  the  year  1821,  the  permission  to 
issue  notes  of  any  denomination  under  one  hundred  dollars;  and 
the  fact  that  they  were  issued  for  as  small  sums  as  twelve  and 
a  half  cents,  and  when  so  issued,  were  made  receivable  at  the 
treasury  of  tbe  state,  and  in  payment  of  all  moneys  then  du« 


the  state  for  the  purchase  of  land  warrants,  and  for  the  sale  of 
the  vacant  lands  west  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  for  all  taxea 
then  due  or  to  become  due  to  this  state,  they  were  made  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  all  salaries  and  officers  fees,  were  forced 
upon  creditors,  or  their  refusal  to  lake  was  punished  by  the  pe- 
nally of  two  years  delay  in  the  collection  of  their  just  debts, 
furnish  conclusive  evidence  to  the  mind  of  this  court,  that  such 
was  the  design  and  intent  of  the  legislature.  This  bank  is 
owned  and  governed  by  the  slate,  it  is  established  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  the  state,  the  state  pays  and  defrays  its  entire 
expenses,  all  individuals  are  indicted  from  participating  in  it, 
its  paper  is  circulated  as  money,  it  is  receivable  and  redeemable 
by  the  state,  and  derives  its  circulation  and  negotiability  from 
the  credit  of  the  state.  If  its  notes  are  not  bills  of  credit  within 
the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  difficult  to  character- 
ize a  BILL  OF  CREDIT. 

The  court  has  attentively  examined  the  case  of  Craig,  &c. 
against  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  supreme  court  in  that  case,  is  decisive  of  the  im- 
portant questions  raised  in  this  case,  and  must  rule  the  decision 
of  this  court  on  the  first  question  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
(See  4th  Peters's  Rep.  page  411.) 

2d.  Can  the  defendants  successfully  plead  the  illegality  of 
the  consideration  given,  for  the  note  sued  on,  in  bar  of  this  ac- 
tion? 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  he  can.  It  has  never  been 
doubted  that  a  note  given  on  a  consideration  which  is  prohibit- 
ed by  law  is  void.  The  adjudications  on  this  point  are  numer- 
ous. (See  4th  Peters's  Rep.  page  411;  14th  Mass.  Rep.  p.  322; 
5th  Johnson's  Rep.  p.  327;  3d  Wheaton's  Rep.  p.  204;  3d  Bibb, 
p.  257;  3d  J.  J.  Marshall's  Rep.  p.  478;  3d  Bibb,  p.  500.) 

The  court  is  therefore  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
overrule  the  demurrers  filed  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  pleas  of  the 
defendants.  The  demurrer,  filed  by  the  defendants  to  the  peti- 
tion, is  also  overruled. 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Remarks  of  Mr,  Connor^  of  N.  Carolina,  in  reply  to  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  on  the  appropriation  for  clerk  hire  for  the  ge- 
neral post  office. 

Mr.  Connor  said,  he  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him  for 
again  trespassing  a  short  time  on  their  patience.  Standing  in 
the  relation  in  which  he  did  to  the  post  office  department,  he 
felt  it  to  be  not  only  necessary,  but  his  duty,  to  explain  and  cor- 
rect many  misapprehensions  that  gentlemen  had  fallen  into. 
He  was  disposed,  at  all  times,  to  economize  and  retrench,  in 
this  or  any  other  department  of  the  government;  and,  if  gentle- 
men would  show  that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  reduce 
this  item  in  the  bill,  he  would  go  with  them  most  cheerfully; 
but,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, having  been  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  and  such  had  necessarily 
been  his  intercourse,  as  to  have  made  him  familiar  with  its  bu- 
siness and  labors;  and  he  unhesitatingly  said,  that  he  believed 
the  number  employed  has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  the  pro- 
per performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  that  the  post- 
master general,  in  employing  extra  chrks,  has  done  so  with  a 
strict  eye  to  economy.  It  may  not  be,  and  perhaps  is  not, 
known  to  gentlemen,  that  many  of  those  clerks  receive  only 
,'1^400,  and  several  as  low  as  $200.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Lincoln)  says,  the  postmaster  general  is  not  au- 
thorised by  law  to  employ  extra  clerk  hire.  He  is  correct. 
There  is  no  such  law,  but  to  do  so  has  grown  into  law  by  usage; 
from  necessity  it  must  be  so,  and  cannot  be  otherwise.  Such 
has  been  the  practice  for  fifteen  years,  and  has  at  all  limes  been 
sanctioned  by  congress,  and  must  so  continue,  until  the  depart- 
ment has  reached  its  greatest  height.  The  exact  force  neces- 
sary cannot  be  ascertained  by  any  one.  Any  number  of  clerks 
which  are  sufficient  at  this  time,  will  not  be  able  to  perform  the 
labor  six  months  hence.  Judge  McLean  expresses  that  opinion 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  which  he  had  read  when  up  before. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Lincoln)  speaks  of  disposing  of  one-half  of 
this  tribe.  He  knew  not  what  the  gentleman  meant,  when  he 
speaks  of  the  clcrk^?  as  a  tribe^  whether  intended  as  an  expres- 
sion of  reproach  or  otherwise — but  he  begged  lo  say  to  him,  his 
aoqnaintaMce  with  those  clerks  justified  liini  in  saying  they 
were  honorable  and  meritorious,  who  are  always  lo  be  found  at 
their  posts,  and  laboring  early  and  late  as  their  business  may 
require;  and,  if  the  gentleman  will  go  .to  the  department,  and 
go  through  it,  and  examine  for  himself,  he  must  become  satisfi- 
ed that  his  opinion  of  the  requisite  labor  is  erroneous.  Sir,  the 
duties  of  solicitor,  examiner  and  oflicer  of  aprinintments — the 
gentleman  Inquires  what  they  are,  as  if  to  afford  himself  an  op- 
portunity of  answering  his  own  questions,  and  does  answer 
them  in  his  own  way. 

Mr.  C.  said,  if  he  would  allow  him,  he  would  give  to  him  cor- 
rectly, what  are  the  duties  of  those  biiroau.v.  If  pprmiii<'d  so  to 
call  tlnnn?  "The  duty  of  the  solicitor  is  to  attend  to  the  final 
settlement,  or  closing  of  al!  account*;  the  collection  of  all  ba- 
lances; the  commencement  of  suits;  and  the  correspondence 
with  United  Stales'  district  attorneys,  and  others,  in  relation 
thereto;  also  the  correspondence  ciniceniing  the  post  accounts 
of  po-tmasters."  "The  examiner's  office  is  that  which  is  charg- 
ed with  the  crediting  and  examining  of  all  postmasters'  ac- 
counts, the  correspondence  connected  therewith,  receiving  and 
depositing  in  bank  such  remittances  as  are  specially  authorised; 
returning  what  is  not  receivable,  and  with  notifying  and  report- 
ing delinquents."    "The  duties  of  the  office  of  appointment! 
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consists  in  the  examination  and  endorsements  of  memorials, 
letters  and  reports:  obtaining  and  noting  information  from  the 
book-keepers  and  the  office  of  mail  contracts;  filing  papers  in 
appropriate  parcels  and  cases;  notifying  charges  against  post- 
masters and  assistants,  and  complaints  of  the  location  of  offices; 
writing  references  of  cases,  &c.  They  also  prepare  abt-lracis 
of  cases;  register  and  attest  commissions,  and  enter  the  charges, 
discontinuances  and  appointments,  in  the  bond  book,  with  the 
penalties  of  the  bonds;  inspect  ail  bonds  after  execution,  and 
return  them  for  correction  when  required." 

He  might  go  through  the  whole  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  shew  its  propriety.  It  is  substantially  the  same  that 
has  always  existed;  and,  without  some  such  assignment  of  du- 
ties, no  department  or  other  extensive  establijhment  could  get 
on.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Lincoln)  speaks  of  routes  abused,  and 
contracts  by  men  not  worthy  of  confidence.  Does  the  gentle- 
man not  know  that  the  postmaster  general  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  establishment  of  routes,  that  they  are  established  by 
congress,  and  that  his  duty  is  afterwards  to  put  a  mail  on  those 
routes?  Can  the  gentleman  put  his  finger  on  any  such  unworthy 
contractor,  in  his  district  or  section  of  country?  He  cannot.  1 
suppose  the  gentleman  alludes  to  the  extra  allowances  that 
have  been  made,  the  extras  and  stars  in  the  Blue  Book,  that 
has  made  so  much  noise  in  the  other  end  of  the  capilol,  charged 
by  many  as  being  improper,  and  no  one  will  venture  to  ask  to 
have  them  discontinued.  As  to  his  own  section  ol  country,  as 
well  as  others  of  the  older  states,  they  obtained  in  their  original 
contracts  their  full  share,  and  all  that  was  desired.  Jf  there  be 
any  such  unworthy  contractors  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  sup- 
pose, he  knew  them  not.  There  may  be  routes  that  should  be 
discontinued;  and,  whenever  a  bill  has  been  presented  for  the 
establishment  of  new  routes,  there  has  been  also  a  number  with 
it  reported  for  discontinuance  by  the  postmaster  general;  but  it 
has  been  rare,  that  the  members  have  permitted  those  or  any  of 
Shem  to  be  discontinued. 

The  gentleman  says  the  department  is  plunged  irrecoverably 
in  debt,  and  is  insolvent  from  4^800,000  to  one  million  of  dollars. 
And  his  colleague  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Reed),  says  the  depart- 
ment is  unable  to  pay — which  means  it  is  insolvent,  as  I  under- 
stood him.  He  would  answer  both  those  gentlemen  at  the  same 
time,  by  saying  to  them,  they  are  mistaken.  Such  is  not  the 
fact.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  the  responsibility  of  here  say- 
ing, that  the  amount  due  by  the  post  office  department  does  not 
exceed  ^300,000  beyond  their  available  means,  and  that,  during 
the  next  year,  they  would  be  free  from  debt;  and  very  shortly 
thereafter,  will  be  prepared  to  grant  facilities,  in  the  shape  of 
extras,  if  it  be  necessary,  for  the  acconjmodaiion  of  the  people. 
As  to  the  department's  being  insolvent,  a  moment's  reflection 
must  satisfy  any  and  every  gentleman  how  perfectly  idle  it  is  to 
suppose  such  a  state  of  things.  Congress  establishes  the  post 
roads — the  postmaster  general  is  required  to  put  a  mail  on  them. 
The  power  and  mannerof  transporting  that  mail,  either  by  horse 
or  coach,  weekly,  twice  or  thrice  weekly,  or  daily,  is  vested 
solely  in  hi.ii,  and  he  could,  if  necessary  and  proper,  discon- 
tinue every  coach  in  the  United  States  from  its  service,  and 
have  the  mails  transported  the  cheaper  way  on  horseback. 
The  gentleman  has  said  something  about  contractors  applying 
for  their  pay,  and  its  being  refused,  and  they  threatened  by  the 
department,  that  they  would  be  paid  in  forfeitures.  The  gen- 
tleman has  been  incorrectly  informed.  It  is  not  so.  No  such 
case  has  ever  occurred.  If  the  pay  of  a  contractor  has  been 
withheld,  there  is  some  cause  for  it;  some  difficulty,  in  relation 
to  the  performance  of  their  duties;  and  he  called  on  the  gentle- 
man to  name  atiy  one  of  those,  if  he  could. 

Here  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  reply  after  the  manner  of  a  Yan- 
kee, by  asking  another  question:  had  not  contractors  often  been 
at  the  department,  and  been  refused  their  pay — and  were  told 
they  were  defaulters?  Mr.  C.  said  no  contractor  had  applied  at 
the  department  for  his  pay,  that  did  not  receive  what  was  due 
to  him.  He  had  but  a  moment  before  expressed  the  belief,  that 
there  must  be  some  cause  for  a  refusal,  if  any  such  there  was. 
He  had  touched  the  right  chord;  the  gentleman's  inquiry  ex- 
plains it — he  has  heard  of  some  one,  who  was  a  defaulter,  com- 
plaining—and that  is  all.  Forfeitures  can  only  be  charged 
against  a  contractor  after  they  occur,  and  are  reported  to  the 
department.  He  begged  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans),  who  complains,  that  contrac- 
tors, in  his  state,  have  been  paid  with  post  notes,  and  have  lost 
four  or  five  per  cent,  in  the  sale  or  exchange  of  them?  Mr.  C. 
eaid,  those  post  notes  were  on  specie  paying  banks,  and  what 
better  could  the  gentleman  expect?  When  his  constituents  en- 
ter into  a  contract  with  the  postmaster  general,  no  particular 
kind  of  money  is  required  or  specified.  The  contractor  expects 
good  money,  and  the  department  expects  to  give  good  money, 
and  does  give  him  such.  As  far  as  the  amount  collected,  in 
each  state,  in  the  shape  of  postage,  goes,  it  is  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors. When  that  falls  short,  the  department  pays  indraughts 
or  post  notes  of  banks  where  they  may  have  deposites;  those 
being  always  specie  paying  banks.  And  such,  I  presume,  is 
the  fact,  with  Maine,  as  with  many  other  slates;  the  receipts  of 
the  whole  state  is  not  equal  to  the  expenditures  by  twenty  or 
twenty-five  per  cent,  made  in  those  states:  and  this  may  ac- 
count for  the  fact  of  the  gentleman's  constituents  being  paid  off" 
in  post  notes.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  post  office  in  the  city  of  New 
York  alone,  yielded,  the  year  ending  in  1833,  $179,000;  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, ^112,000,  &.C.  thus,  in  a  single  post  office,  the  amount 
received  is  greater  than  that  yielded  in  three  or  four  states  to- 
gether.    The  department  must,  frona   necessity,  transfer  the 


money  from  those  states,  where  there  is  a  surplus,  to  those 
where  there  is  a  deficiency  and  want.  As  to  the  inquiry  why 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads  have  not  exa- 
mined and  reported  in  relation  to  this  department,  he  could 
only  say,  the  lacts  had  been  reported  to  the  house  by  the  post- 
master general  in  his  annual  report;  that  no  call  has  been  made 
on  this  committee,  that  has  not  been  promptly  answered;  and 
they  have  been  ready,  pronrptly,  to  answer  any  that  might  be 
made  on  them  by  un  order  of  this  house. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  PllESlDENT'S  PROTEST, 

SPEECH    OF    MR.    CaLHOBN, 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  May  Qth,  1834. 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said:  In  order  to  have  a  clear  concep^- 
tion  of  the  nature  of  ihe  controversy,  in  which  the  senate  finds 
itself  involved  with  the  president,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass 
in  review  the  events  of  the  last  few  months,  which  have  led  to 
it,  however  familiar  they  may  be  to  the  members  of  this  body. 

Their  history  may  be  very  briefly  given.  It  is  weH  known  to 
all,  that  the  act  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates 
made  that  institution  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government;  and 
that,  among  other  provisions,  it  directed  that  the  public  money 
should  be  deposited  in  its  vaults.  The  same  act  vested  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  with  the  power  of  withholding  the  depo- 
sites, and,  in  the  event  of  withholding  them,  required  him  to 
report  his  reasons  to  congress.  7Mie  late  secretary,  on  the  in- 
terference of  the  president,  refused  to  withhold  the  depositea, 
on  the  ground,  that  satisfactory  reasons  could  not  be  assigned 
for  the  act;  for  which  the  president  removed  him,  and  appoint- 
ed the  present  incumbent  in  his  place,  expressly  with  a  view 
that  he  should  perform  the  act  his  predecessor  had  refused  to 
do.  He  accordingly  removed  the  deposites,  and  reported  his 
reasons  to  congress,  and  the  whole  transaction  was  thus 
brought  up  for  our  approval  or  disapproval,  entirely  by  the  act 
of  the  executive,  without  participation  or  agency  on  our  part; 
and  we  were  thus  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  express  our  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the 
transaction,  or  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  an  important 
duty.  We  could  not  hesitate.  The  subject  was  accordingly 
taken  up,  and  after  months  of  deliberation,  in  which  the  whole 
transaction  was  fully  investigated  and  considered,  and  after  the 
opinions  of  all  sides,  the  friends,  as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  were  fully  expressed,  the  senate  passed  a  reso- 
lution disapproving  the  reasons  of  the  secretary.  But  they 
were  compelled  to  go  farther.  That  resolution  covered  only  a 
part  of  the  transaction,  and  that  not  the  most  important.  The 
secretary  was  but  the  agent  of  the  president  in  the  transaction. 
He  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  he  occupied,  expressly 
with  a  view  of  executing  the  order  of  the  president,  who  had 
openly  declared  that  he  assumed  the  responsibility;  and  his  de- 
claration was  reiterated  here,  in  the  debate,  by  those  who  are 
known  to  speak  his  sentiments.  To  omit,  under  these  circum- 
stances, an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  in  relatiorj 
to  this  transaction,  viewed  as  the  act  of  the  president,  would 
have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  a  manifest  dereliction  of 
duty. 

With  this  impression,  the  second  resoTution  was  adopted.  It 
was  drawn  up  in  the  most  general  terms,  and  with  great  care, 
with  the  view  to  avoid  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  mo^ 
tive  of  the  executive,  and  to  limit  the  expression  simply  to  the 
fact,  that,  in  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  transaction,  he  had 
assumed  powers  neither  conferred  by  the  constitution  or  the 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.  It  is  this  resolution,  thus 
forced  upon  us,  and  thus  cautiously  expressed,  which  has  so- 
deeply  off'ended  the  president;  which  has  called  forth  his  pro- 
test; in  which  he  has  undertaken  to  judge  of  the  powers  of  the 
senate;  to  assign  limits  in  their  exercise  to  which  they  may,  and 
beyond  which  they  shall  not  go;  to  deny  their  right  to  pass  the 
resolution,  to  charge  them  with  usurpation,  and  the  violation  of 
law  and  of  the  constitution  in  adopting  it;  and  finally  \o  inter- 
pose between  the  senate  and  their  constituents,  and  virtually  to 
pronounce  upon  the  validity  of  the  votes  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers, on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  conform  with  the  will  of 
their  constituents. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  controversy,  which  presents 
for  inquiry  the  question,  what  is  the  real  nature  of  the  issue  be- 
tween the  parties? — a  ques^tion  of  the  utmost  magnitude,  and  on 
the  just  and  full  comprehension  of  which,  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
priety of  our  course  must  mainly  depend. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  issue  involves 
the  question,  whether  the  senate  had  a  right  to  pass  that  reso- 
lution or  not?  or  what  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  resolu. 
lion?  or  whether  it  be  correct  in  point  of  fact  or  principle?  or 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it?  All  these  are  important 
questions,  but  they  were  fully  and  deliberately  considered,  and 
were  finally  decided  by  the  senate  in  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution— finally  and  irrevocably  decided — so  that  they  cannot  be 
opened  (or  reconsideration  and  decision  by  the  will  of  the  body 
itself,  according  to  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  much  less  on 
the  demand  ofthe  president.  No;  the  question  is  not,  whether 
we  had  a  right  to  pass  the  resolution?  it  is  one  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character,  and  of  much  greater  macnitude.  It  is,  whether 
the  president  has  a  rishf  to  question  our  decision'?  This  is  the 
real  question  at  issue — a  question  which  goes  in  its  consequen- 
ces to  all  the  powers  of  the  senate,  and  which  involves  in  its 
recent  decision  the  fart,  whether  it  is  a  separate  and  indepen- 
dent branch  ofthe  government,  or  a  mere  appendix  of  the  exe- 
cutive department.    If  the  president  has  indeed  the  right  to 
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question  our  opinion — if  we  are  in  fact  accountable  to  him — then 
all  he  has  done  has  been  rightfully  done;  then  he  would  have 
the  right  to  send  us  his  protest;  then  he  would  have  the  right  to 
judge  of  our  powers,  and  to  assign  limits  beyond  which  we 
should  not  pass:  then  he  would  have  the  right  to  deny  our  au- 
thority to  pass  the  resolution,  and  to  accuse  us  of  usurpation 
and  the  violation  of  law  and  of  the  constitution  in  its  adoption. 
But  if  he  has  not  the  rii^lit — if  we  are  not  accountable  to  hiiri — 
Iheu  all  that  he  has  done  has  been  wrongfully  done,  and  his 
whole  course,  from  bt-ginning  to  end,  in  relation  to  this  mailer, 
would  be  an  open  and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitutional 
right  and  privileges  of  the  senate. 

Fortunately,  tliis  very  important  question,  which  has  so  di- 
rect a  bearing  on  the  very  existence  of  the  senate  as  a  delibera- 
tive body,  is  susceptible  of  the  most  certain  and  unquestionable 
solution.  Under oursyslem, all  who  exercise  power  are  bound 
to  show,  when  questioned,  by  what  autliority  it  is  exercised. 
I  deny  the  right  of  the  president  to  question  ihe  proceedings  of 
the  senate — utterly  deny  it;  and  1  call  upon  his  advocates  and 
supporters  on  this  floor  to  exhibit  his  authority;  to  point  out  the 
article,  the  section,  and  the  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
•contains  it;  to  show,  in  a  word,  the  express  grant  of  the  power. 
None  other  can  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  constilulion.  I 
proclaim  it  as  a  truth,  as  an  unquestionable  truth,  of  the  highest 
import,  and  heretofore  not  sufficiently  understood,  that  the  pre- 
sident has  no  right  to  exercise  any  implied  or  constructive 
power.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  the  constitution  itself, 
which,  by  an  express  grant,  has  vested  all  the  implied  and  con- 
structive powers  in  congress,  and  in  congress  alone.  Hear 
what  the  constitution  says;  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoit\g  powers,  [those  granted  to  con- 
gress], and  all  oVher  powers  vested  by  this  constilulion  in  the 
govenuHeHt  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  offi- 
cer thereof. " 

Comment  is  unnecessary — the  result  is  inevitable.  The  exe- 
cutive, and  I  may  add  no  department,  can  exerci.^e  any  power 
without  express  gr-ant  hy  the  constitution  or  by  atdhoriiy  of  law — 
a  most  floble  and  wise  provision,  full  of  the  most  important 
consequences.  By  it,  ours  is  made,  emphatically,  a  constitu- 
tional and  iegal  government,  instead  of  a  government  control- 
led by  tire  discretion  or  caprice  of  those  who  are  appointed  to 
administer  and  execute  its  powers.  By  it,  our  government,  in- 
ifXexA  flf  consisting  of  three  independent,  separate,  coiifliicling 
and  hostile  departments,  has  all  its  powers  blended  harmoni- 
ously into  one,  without  the  danger  of  conflict,  and  without  de- 
stroying the  separate  and  independent  existence  of  the  parts, 
iaei  us  pause  for  a  moment  to  contemplate  this  admirable  pro- 
vision, and  tli«  siinple  but  efficient  contrivance  by  which  these 
happy  results  are  secured. 

It  has  bee«  often  said  that  this  provision  of  the  constitution 
was  unnecessary;  that  it  grew  out  of  abundant  caution  tore- 
move  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  implied 
or  constructive  powers;  and  that  they  would  have  existed  with 
out  it,  and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now  do.  They  who  con- 
sider this  provision  in  this  light,  as  mere  surplusage,  do  great 
injustice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who  formed  the  constitution. 
S  shall  not  deny  that  implied  or  constructive  powers  would 
have  existed,  and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now  do,  without 
this  provision;  but  had  it  been  omitted,  a  most  important  ques- 
tion would  have  been  lelt  open  to  controversy.  Where  would 
they  reside.''  In  each  department.^'  Would  each  have  had  the 
right  to  interpret  its  own  power,  and  to  assume,  on  its  own  will 
and  responsibility,  all  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
those  granted  to  it  by  the  constitution?  What  would  have  been 
the  consequence.''  Who  can  doubt  that  a  state  of  perpetual  and 
dangerous  conflict  between  the  departments  would  be  the  ne- 
cessary, the  inevitable  result,  and  that  ihe  strongest  would  ul- 
timately absorb  all  the  powers  of  the  other  departments.^  Need 
I  designate  which  is  that  strongest?  Need  [  prove  that  the  exe- 
cutive, as  the  armed  interpreter,  as  I  said  on  another  occasion, 
vested  wiih  the  patronage  of  the  government,  would  ultimately 
become  the  sole  expounder  of  the  constiiutiuii?  It  was  to  avoid 
this  dangerous  conflict  between  the  departments,  and  to  pro- 
vide most  effectually  against  the  abuses  of  discretionary  or  im- 
plied powers,  that  this  provision  has  vested  all  the  implied 
powers  in  congress. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  they  not  liable  to  abuse  in  the  hands 
of  congress?  Will  not  the  same  principle  of  our  nnture,  which 
impels  one  department  to  encroach  upon  the  other,  equally  im- 
pel congress  to  encroach  upon  Ihe  executive  depaihnent? 
Those  who  framed  the  constitution  clearly  foresaw  this  daiiaer, 
and  have  taken  m(;asures  eflectually  to  guard  acainst  it.  With 
this  view,  the  constitution  has  raised  the  preiUdent,  frotn  being 
a  mere  executive  officer,  to  a  paiiicipation  in  the  legislative 
functions  of  the  government;  and  has,  among  other  legislative 
powers,  clothed  him  witii  that  of  the  veto,  mainly  with  a  view 
to  protect  his  rights  against  the  encroachment  of  congiess.  In 
virtue  of  lliis  important  power,  no  bill  can  become  a  law  till 
Bubmitied  for  his  consideration.  If  he  approve,  it  b(!comes  a 
law;  but  if  he  disapprove,  it  is  returnt^d  to  the  house  in  which 
it  originated,  and  cannot  become  a  law  uiil<!ss  passed  by  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses;  and,  in  order  to  guard  his  powers  against 
the  encroachment  of  congress,  through  all  the  avenues  by  which 
it  can  possibly  be  approached,  the  constitution  expressly  pro- 
vides, "that  every  order,  resolution  or  vole,  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  tnay  be  ne- 
cotisary,"  [none  other  can  pass  the  limits  of  their  respective 


halls],  "except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,  shall  be  present- 
ed to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and,  before  the  sstitfe 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disapprov-' 
ed  by  him,  sliali  be  repassed  by  two  thirds  of  the  senate  and 
the  house  of  representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limita- 
tions prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill."  These  provisions,  with 
the  patronage  of  the  executive,  give  ample  protection  to  the 
powers  of  the  president,  asainst  the  encroachment  of  congress, 
as  experience  has  abundantly  shown. 

But  here  a  very  important  question  presents  itself,  which, 
when  properly  considered,  throws  a  flood  of  light  on  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration.  Why  has  the  constitution  limited 
the  veto  power  to  bills,  and  to  the  orders,  votes  and  resolutions, 
requiring  the  concurrence  of  both  houses?  Why  not  also  ex- 
tend it  to  their  separate  votes,  orders  or  resolutions?  Butonw" 
answer  can  be  given.  The  object  is  lo  protect  the  independence 
of  the  two  houses — to  prevent  the  executive  from  interfering 
Willi  their  proceedings,  or  to  liave  any  control  over  them,  as  is 
attempied  in  this  protest;  on  the  great  principle  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  litierty,  and  without  which  it  cannot  be  pre- 
served, that  deliberative  bodies  should  be  left  without  extrane- 
ous control  or  influence,  free  to  express  their  opinions  and  to 
conduct  their  proceedings  according  to  their  own  sense  of  pro- 
priety. And  we  find,  accordingly,  that  the  constitution  has  not 
only  limited  the  veto  to  the  cases  requiring  the  concurring  votes 
of  the  two  houses,  but  has  expressly  vested  each  house  with 
the  power  of  establishing  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  etccording 
to  its  will  and  pleasure,  without  limitation  or  check.  Within 
these  walls,  then,  the  senate  is  the  sole  and  absolute  judge  of 
its  own  powers;  and,  in  the  mode  of  conducting  our  business, 
and  in  determining  how,  and  wlien,  our  opinions  ought  to  be 
expressed,  there  is  no  other  standard  of  right  or  wrong,  to  which 
an  appeal  can  be  made,  but  the  constitution,  and  the  rules  oT 
proceedings  established  under  the  authority  of  the  senate  itself. 
And  so  solicitous  is  the  constilulion  to  secure  to  each  house  a 
full  control  over  its  own  proceedings,  and  the  freest  and  fullest 
expression  of  opinion,  on  all  subjects,  that  even  the  majesty  of 
the  laws  are  relaxed  to  ensure  a  perfect  freedom  of  debate.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  provision  of  the  constitution, 
which  I  have  cited,  in  vesting  in  congress  the  implied  or  con- 
structive powers,  is  so  worded  as  not  to  comprehend  the  dis- 
cretionary powers  of  the  two  houses,'in  determining -the  rules 
of  their  proceedings,  which,  of  course,  places  them  beyond  the 
interference  of  congress  itself. 

Let  us  now  cast  our  eyes  back,  in  order  that  we  may  com- 
prehend, at  a  single  glance,  the  admirable  arrangements  by 
which  the  harmony  of  the  government  is  secured,  without  im- 
pairing the  separate  existence  and  independence  of  the  parts. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  conflicts  which  would  have  resulted, 
necessarily,  if  each  department  had  been  left  to  construe  its 
own  powers,  all  the  implied  or  constructive  powers  are  vestetT 
in  congress;  that  congress  should  not,  through  its  implied  pow- 
ers, encroach  upon  the  executive  department,  (I  omit  the  judi- 
ciary as  not  belonging  to  the  question),  the  president  is  clothed 
with  the  veto  power;  and  that  his  veto  should  not  interfere  with 
Ihe  rights  of  the  two  houses,  to  control  their  respective  pro- 
ceedings, it  is  limited  to  bifte  or  votes  that  require  the  concur- 
rence of  the  two  houses.  It  is  thus  that  our  walls  are  interpos- 
ed to  protect  Ihe  rights  which  belong  to  us,  as  a  separate  con- 
stituent member  of  the  government,  from  the  encroachments  of 
the  executive  power;  and  it  is  thus  that  the  power  which  is 
placed  in  his  hands,  as  a  shield  to  protect  him  against  the  im- 
plied or  constructive  powers  of  congress,  is  prevented  from 
being  converted  into  a  sword  to  attack  the  rights  which  are  ex- 
clusively vested  in  the  two  houses. 

Having  now  established,  beyond  controversy,  that  the  prest- 
dent  has  no  implied  or  constructive  power — that  he  has  no  atr- 
ihoiily  lo  exercise  any  right,  not  expressly  granted  to  him  by 
the  constitution,  or  vested  in  him  by  law;  and  that  the  consti- 
tution has  secured  to  the  senate  the  sole  right  of  regulating  its 
own  proceedings,  free  from  all  interference;  the  fabric  reared 
by  this  paper,  and  wliich  rests  upon  the  opposite  basis,  pre-sup^ 
posing  the  right  to  the  fullest  and  boldest  assumption  of  discre- 
tionary powers,  on  the  part  of  the  president,  falls  prostrate  ia 
the  dust. 

With  these  views  it  will  not  he  expected  that  I  should  waste 
the  lime  of  the  senate  in  examining  its  contents;  but  if  addi- 
tional proof  were  necessary  to  confirm  the  truth  of  my  remarks, 
and  to  show  how  strong  would  have  been  the  tendency  to  con- 
flict, and  how  dangerous  it  would  have  been  to  have  left  the 
several  departments  in  possession  of  the  right  to  exercise  im- 
plied powers  at  their  pleasure,  this  paper  would  afford  the 
strongest.  In  illustration  of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion,  I 
will  select  tvvo  or  three  of  its  leading  positions,  which  will  show 
what  feeble  barriers  reason  or  regard  to  consistency  would  be 
to  prevent  conflict  between  the  departments,  or  to  protect  the 
leuislative  from  tli«  executive  branch  of  the  government,  and 
how  regardless  the  [/resident  is  of  consistency  or  reason,  where 
the  object  is  the  advaiiceiiicnt  of  tlie  powers  ot'  his  department. 

In  order  to  prove  that  the  senate  had  no  right  to  pass  the  re- 
soliiiioii  in  question,  the  president  enters  into  a  long  disquisi- 
tion on  the  nature  and  character  of  our  government.  He  tells 
us,  that  it  consists  of  three  separate  and  independent  depart- 
ments— the  legislative,  executive  and  the  judicial.  That  the 
first  is  vested  in  congress,  the  second  in  the  president,  and  th« 
last  in  the  courts,  with  a  f^w  exceptions,  which  he  enumerates. 
He  also  informs  us,  that  these  departments  are  coequal,  and 
that  neither  has  the  right  to  coerce  or  control  the  other;  and 
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then  concludes,  tliat  the  senate  had  no  right  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion in  question. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  inquire,  whether  the  view  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  liie  president  has  presoiiled,  be  or  be  not  cor- 
rect; but,  if  it  were,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  tlial  his 
conception,  that  they  are  coequal,  and  that  neither  has  a  right 
to  coerce  or  control  tlie  other,  taken  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  these  terms,  would  deprive  the  senate  of  all  its  judicial 
powers,  and  much  of  its  lejiislative.  1  will  assume  that  his 
views  are  correct;  and  that,  as  coequal  de|)artinenls,  neither 
has  the  right  to  interfere  with  the  other;  and  what  (bilows?  if 
we  have  no  rij^lit  to  disappiove  of  his  conduct,  he  surely  has 
none,  on  liis  own  principle,  to  disapjuove  of  ours.  It  would 
eeem  impossible,  that  so  obvious  and  necessary  a  consequence 
could  be  overlooked;  yet  so  blind  is  ambition  in  pursuit  ot  pow- 
er—so  regardless  of  reason  or  consisleiiey— that  the  president, 
while  he  denies  to  us  the  right  to  interfere  with  him,  or  to  ques- 
tion Ills  acts,  does  not  hesitate  to  charge  the  senate,  directly 
and  repeatedly,  with  usurpation,  and  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  of  the  constitution. 

The  advocates  of  the  president,  could  not  but  feel  Ihe  glaring 
inconsistency  and  absurdity  of  his  course;  and,  in  order  to  re- 
concile his  conduct  with  the  principles  that  he  laid  down,  as- 
serted, in  the  discussion,  that  he  sent  his  protest,  not  as  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  but  in  his  individual  character,  as 
Andrew  Jackson.  We  may  assert  any  thing— that  black  is 
white,  or  that  white  is  black.  Every  page,  every  line  of  this 
paper,  contradicts  the  assertion.  He,  throughout,  speaks  in  his 
official  cljaracter,  as  president  of  the  United  States,  and  regards 
the  supposed  injury  that  has  been  done  him,  as  an  injury  to 
him,  not  in  his  private,  but  in  his  official  character.  But  the 
explanation  only  removes  the  difficulty  one  step  further  back. 
I  would  ask,  what  right  has  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
to  divest  himself  of  his  official  character,  in  a  question  between 
liim  and  this  body,  touching  his  official  conduct.'  Where  is 
his  authority  to  descend  from  his  high  station,  in  order  to  de- 
fend himself,  as  a  mere  private  individual,  in  what  relates  to 
him  in  his  public  character.'' 

But,  the  part  of  this  paper  which  is  the  most  characteristic — 
that  which  lets  us  into  the  real  nature  and  character  of  this 
movement — is  the  source  from  which  the  president  derives  the 
right  to  interfere  with  our  proceedings.  He  does  not  even  pre- 
tend to  derive  it  from  any  power  vested  iw  him  by  the  constitu- 
tion, express  or  implied.  He  knew  that  such  an  attempt  would 
be  utterly  hopeless;  and  accordingly,  instead  of  a  question  of 
right,  he  makes  it  a  question  of  duly;  and  thus  inverts  the  order 
of  things;  referring  his  rights  to  his  duties,  instead  of  his  duties  to 
his  rights,  and  forgetting  that  rights  always  precede  duties,  and 
are  in  fact  but  the  obligations  which  they  impose,  and  of  course 
ihat  they  do  not  confer  power,  but  impose  obedience — obe 
dience,  in  his  case,  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties.  The  opposite  view — that  on  which 
he  acts,  and  which  would  give  to  the  president  a  right  to  as- 
sume whatever  duty  he  migiit  choose,  and  to  convert  such  du- 
ties into  powers — would,  if  admitted,  render  him  as  absolute  as 
the  autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Taking  ihis  erroneous  view  of 
his  powers,  he  could  be  at  little  loss  to  justify  his  conduct.  To 
justify,  did  I  say.'  he  takes  higher,  far  higher  ground;  he  makes 
his  interference  a  matter  of  obligation;  of  solemn  obligation; 
itnperious  necessity — the  tyrant's  plea.  He  tells  us  that  it  was 
due  to  his  station,  to  public  opinion,  to  proper  self  respect,  to 
the  obligation  imposed  by  his  constitutional  oath,  his  duly  to 
see  the  laws  faitlifully  executed,  his  responsibility  as  the  head 
of  the  executive  department,  and  to  his  obligation  to  the  Ame- 
rican people, as  their  immediate  representative,  to  interpose  his 
authority  against  the  usurpations  ol^  the  senate.  Infatuated  man! 
blinded  by  ambition — intoxicated  by  flattery  and  vanity!  Who, 
that  is  least  acquainted  with  the  human  heart — who,  that  is 
conversant  with  the  page  of  history,  does  not  see,  under  all  this, 
the  workings  of  a  dark,  lawless  and  insatiable  ambition;  which, 
if  not  arrested,  will  finally  impel  him  to  his  own,  or  his  coun- 
try's ruin? 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  protest  is  the 
termination  of  his  hostility  against  the  senate.  It  is  but  the 
commencement — it  is  the  proclamation  in  which  he  makes 
known  his  will  to  the  senate,  claims  their  obedience,  and  ad 
monishes  them  of  their  danger,  should  they  refuse  to  repeal 
their  ordinance — no,  not  ordinance — their  resolution.  I  am  hur- 
ried away  by  the  recollection  of  the  events  of  the  last  session. 
The  hostilities  then  and  now  waged  are  the  same  in  their  na- 
ture, character  and  principle;  differing  only  in  their  objects  and 
the  parties.  Then  it  was  directed  against  a  sovereign  member 
of  this  confederacy — now  again^^t  the  senate.  Then  the  senate 
was  associated  with  the  executive,  as  its  ally — now  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  his  attack.  I  repeat;  hostilities  will  be  prosecuted 
against  us,  unless  we  repeal  our  resolutions,  to  effect  which,  is 
the  object  of  sending  us  this  protest:  for,  disguise  itas  we  will, 
to  receive  this  protest  and  to  enter  it  upon  our  journal  would  be 
a  virtual  repeal;  a  surrrender  of  our  rights,  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  superiority;  and  in  that  light  it  would  be  consider- 
ed by  the  country  and  the  world;  by  the  present  and  future  ge- 
nerations. 

Should  we  repeal  our  resolutions  by  receiving  and  entering 
the  protest  on  the  journal,  we  no  doubt  will  be  taken  into  fa- 
vor, and  our  past  offences  be  forgiven;  but  if  not  we  may  ex- 
pect that  the  war  message,  (unless  indeed  the  public  indigna- 
tion should  a,rrest  it),  will  follow  in  due  time,  of  which  the  pro- 
test contains  many  indications,  not  to  bre  misunderstood. 


It  is  impossible  for  the  most  careless  observer  to  read  this 
paper  without  being  struck  with  the  extreme  aolicitode  whrchf 
the  president  evinces  to  place  himself  in  a  position  between 
the  senate  and  the  peo()le.  He  tells  us  again  and  again,  witti 
the  greatest  em|ihasis,  that  he  is  the  immediate  representative 
of  tlie  American  people.  lie  the  iinmediale  repri>ental»ve  of 
the  American  people!  I  thought  the  pre.>.ideiil  professed  to  bti 
a  state  rights'  man,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  state  rights'  parly; 
tliat  he  believed  that  the  people  of  these  states  were  united  in  a 
coii.>tilutional  compact,  as  lijrmiiig  distinct  and  sovereign  com- 
muniiies;  and  Ihat  no  such  comiiiunity  or  people,  as  the  Ame- 
rican peo()le,  taken  in  the  aggrt  gale  existed.  1  had  su|ip<jse(I 
that  he  was  the  presid(;ntof  the  United  States,  the  only  iiile  by 
wliich  he  is  legally  and  consiiiuiionally  known;  and  ilie  Ameri- 
can [leople  are  not  represented  in  a  single  dej)artiiienl  of  the 
govenimeiit;  no,  not  even  in  the  other  house,  which  repre«eiit3 
the  people  of  the  t^everal  slates,  as  distinct  from  the  people  iit 
the  aggregate,  as  was  solemnly  di-lermined  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  government,  under  the  immediate  authority 
of  Washington  himself.  Such,  I  had  supposed,  was  the  estab- 
lished political  creed  of  the  party  at  the  head  of  which  he  profes- 
sed to  be,  and  yet  he  claims  to  be  not  only  the  representative, 
but  the  immediate  representative  of  the  American  people. — 
What  effrontery!  What  boldness  of  assertion!  The  irnmediate 
represeniative!  Why,  he  never  received  a  vote  from  the  Ame- 
rican people.  He  was  elected  by  electors,  elected  either  by  the 
people  of  the  stales  or  by  iheir  legislatures;  and  of  course  ig 
at  least  as  far  removed  from  Uie  people  as  the  members  of  this 
body,  who  are  elected  by  legislatures  chosen  by  the  people;  and 
who,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  more  fully  and  perfectly  repre- 
sent the  people  of  these  states  than  the  electoral  colleges;  since 
the  introduction  of  national  conventions,  composed  of  office 
holders  and  aspirants,  under  whose  auspices  the  presidential 
candidate  of  the  dominant  party  is  selected,  and  who,  instead 
of  the  real  voice  of  the  people,  utter  that  of  a  mercenary  curpe, 
with  interests  directly  hostile  to  theirs. 

But  why  all  this  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  president  to 
place  himself  near  to  the  people,  and  to  push  us  off  to  thegreatest 
distance.''  Why  this  solicitude  to  make  himself  their  sole  repre- 
sentative, their  only  guardian  and  protector,  their  only  friend 
and  supporter.'  The  object  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  prepara- 
tory to  farther  hostilities — to  an  appeal  to  the  people;  and  is  in- 
tended to  prepare  the  way  in  order  to  transmit  to  them  his  de- 
claration of  war  againstthe  senate,  with  a  view  to  enlist  them  as 
his  allies  in  the  war,  which  he  contemplates  waging  against 
this  branch  of  the  government.  If  any  one  doubts  his  inten- 
tion, let  him  cast  his  eyes  over  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and 
mark  with  what  anxiety  he  seeks  to  place  himself  in  an  attitude 
hostile  to  the  senate;  how  he  has  converted  a  simple  expression 
of  opinion  into  an  accusation — a  charge  of  guilt — a  denuncia- 
tion of  his  conduct — an  impeachment,  in  which  he  represents 
himself  as  having  been  tried  and  condemned  without  hearing  or 
investigation.  The  president  is  an  old  tactician,  and  under- 
stands well  lire  advantage  of  carrying  on  a  defensive  war  with 
offensive  operations,  in  which  the  assailed  assaults  the  assail- 
ant; and  his  object  is  to  gain  a  position  so  commanding,  in  the 
prosecution  of  liostilities  which  he  meditates. 

Having  secured  this  important  position,  as  he  supposed,  he 
next  endeavors  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  people,  whom 
he  seeks  to  make  his  allies  in  the  contest.  He  tells  them  of  his 
wounds — wounds  received  in  the  war  of  the  revolution — of  hia 
patriotism;  of  his  disinterestedness;  of  his  freedom  from  avarice 
or  ambition;  of  his  advanced  age,  and  finally,  of  his  religion;  of 
his  indifference  to  the  affairs  of  this  life,  and  of  his  solicitude 
about  that  which  is  to  come.  Can  we  mistake  the  object?  Who 
does  not  see  what  is  intended?  Let  us  bring  under  a  single 
glance  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  first  seized  upon  the  public 
money,  took  it  from  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  placed  it  in  his 
own  possession,  as  much  so  as  if  placed  in  his  own  pocket. 
The  senate  disapproves  of  the  act,  and  opposes  the  only  obstacle, 
that  prevents  him  from  becoming  completely  master  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  To  crush  the  resistance  whi&h  they  interpose  to 
his  will,  he  seeks  a  quarrel  with  them;  and,  with  that  view, 
seizes  on  the  resolution  in  question  as  the  pretext.  He  sends 
us  a  protest  against  it,  in  which  he  resorts  to  every  art  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  the  people  on  his  side,  preparatory  to  a  direct  ap- 
peal to  them,  with  a  view  to  engage  them  as  allies  in  the  war, 
which  he  intends  to  carry  on  against  the  senate,  till  they  submit 
to  his  authority.  He  has  proclaimed  in  advance,  Ihat  the  right 
to  interfere,  involves  the  right  to  make  that  interference  e^ec- 
tual.  To  make  it  so,  force  only  is  wanting.  Give  him  an  ade- 
quate force,  and  a  speedy  termination  would  be  put  to  the  coii- 
troversy. 

Since,  then,  hostilities  are  intended,  it  is  time  that  we  should 
deliberate  how  we  ought  to  act;  how  the  assaults  upon  our  cot,- 
stitutional  rights  and  privileges  ought  to  be  met.  If  we  consult, 
what  is  due  to  the  wisdom  and  dignity  of  the  senate,  there  is 
but  one  mode:  meet  it  at  the  threshold.  Encroachments  are 
most  easily  resisted  at  the  commencement.  It  is  at  the  extreme 
point — on  the  frontier — that,  in  a  contest  of  this  description, 
the  assailant  is  the  weakest,  and  the  assailed  the  strongest.  It 
is  there  that  the  purpose  of  the  usurper  is  the  most  feeble,  and 
the  indignation  of  those  whose  rights  are  encroached  upon,  the 
strongest.  Permit  the  frontier  of  our  rights  to  be  passed,  and 
let  the  question  he,  not  resistance  to  usurpation,  but  at  what 
point  we  shall  resist,  and  the  conquest  will  be  more  than  half 
achieved,  f,  !\t  least,  siid  ]\Ir.  Calhoun,  will  act  on  these 
principles.    I  shall  take  my  btand  at  the  door  of  the  senate, 
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if  I  should  stand  there  alone.  I  deny  the  right  of  the  pre- 
sident to  send  us  his  protest.  I  deny  his  right  to  question, 
within  this  chamber,  our  opinions,  in  any  case,  or  in  reference 
to  any  subject  whatever.  He  has  no  right  to  enter  here  in 
hostile  array.  These  walls  seperate  us.  Beyond  this,  he  has 
ills  veto  to -protect  his  rights  against  aggressions  from  us;  but 
within,  our  authority  is  above  his  interference  or  control. 

Entertaining  these  views,  1,  for  one,  cannot  agree  to  receive 
the  protest.  But  it  is  said,  that  the  senate  never  has  yet  refus- 
ed to  receive  a  message  from  the  president.  In  reply,  1  answer, 
that  it  has  never  yet  agreed  to  receive  a  protest  from  him;  and 
I,  at  least,  shall  not  contribute  by  my  vote  to  establish  the  first 
precedent  of  the  kind.  With  tliese  impressions,  although  I 
agree  to  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  senator  from  Mississippi 
(Mr.  Poindexter)  as  modified,  a  sense  of  duty  will  compel  me 
to  go  farther,  and  to  add,  at  the  proper  time,  two  additional  re- 
solutions; one  afiirming  that  the  president  has  no  right  to  pro- 
test against  our  proceedings,  and  the  other  refusing  to  receive 
this,  his  protest. 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  intend  in  reference  to  the  question 
at  issue  between  the  senate  and  the  president;  and  will  con- 
clude by  a  few  remarks  addressed  more  directly  to  the  senate 
itself. 

Of  all  the  surprising  events,  said  Mr.  C.  in  these  surprising 
times,  none  has  astoni'shed  me  more,  than  that  there  should  be 
any  division  of  opinion,  even  the  slightest,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
senate  to  pass  the  resolution  which  has  been  seized  on  as  the 
pretext  to  send  us  this  protest.  Before  the  commencement  of 
the  discussion,  I  would  not  have  believed,  that  there  was  a  sin- 
gle individual,  in  our  country,  the  least  conversant  with  parlia- 
mentary proceedings,  who  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  right  of 
any  free  and  deliberative  body,  fully  and  freely  to  discuss  and 
express  their  opinion  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  public  in- 
terests, whether  in  reference  to  men  or  measures;  or  whether 
in  approbation  or  disapprobation.  I  venture  llie  assertion,  that 
such  a  right  has  never  been  questioned  before  in  this  country; 
either  here  or  in  the  state  legislatures,  or  in  Great  Britain,  for 
the  last  century,  by  any  party,  whig  or  tory.  Nor  is  my  asto- 
nishment diminished  by  the  distinction,  which  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  taken,  between  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  public  officers,  intended  to  terminate  in 
some  legislative  act,  and  those  not  so  intended — a  distinction 
without  example  or  precedent,  and  without  principle  and  reason. 
Nor  am  I  less  surprised,  that  it  should  be  giavely  asserted,  as  it 
has  been  in  debate,  that  the  resolution  in  question  was  not  in- 
tended to  terminate  in  some  ulterior  legislative  measure.  How 
this  impression  was  made,  or  could  be  ventured  to  be  expressed, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  as  it  was  openly  avowed,  and  fully  un- 
derstood, that  we  only  waited  for  the  proper  moment  to  carry  the 
resolution  into  effect,  by  giving  it  the  form  of  a  joint  act  of  both 
houses.  Nor  is  the  attempt  to  limit  our  legislative  functions  by 
our  judicial,  in  reference  to  the  resolutions,  less  extraordinary. 
I  had  supposed,  that  our  judicial  were  in  addition  to  our  legis- 
lative functions,  and  not  in  diminution;  and  that  we  possess  to 
the  full  extent,  without  limitation  or  subtraction, all  the  legisla- 
tive powers  possessed  by  the  house  of  representatives,  with  a 
single  exception,  as  provided  in  the  constitution.  Were  it  pos- 
sible to  raise  a  rational  doubt  on  the  subject,  the  example  of  the 
English  parliament  would  clearly  prove,  that  our  judicial  func 
tions  impose  no  restrictions  on  our  legislative.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  house  of  lords,  like  the  senate,  possess  the  power  of 
trying  impeachments,  and  I  venture  to  assert,  that,  in  the  long 
course  of  time  in  which  it  has  exercised  this  power,  not  a  sin- 
gle case  can  be  pointed  out,  in  which  it  was  supposed  that  its 
judicial  functions  were  diminished  in  any  degree  by  its  legisla- 
tive; and  when  we  reflect,  that  this  portion  of  our  constitution 
is  borrowed  from  the  British,  their  example  must  be  considered 
as  decisive,  as  to  the  point  under  consideration. 

But  let  us  reflect  a  moment  to  what  extent  we  must  necessa- 
rily be  carried,  if  we  once  admit  the  principle.  If  the  senate 
has  HO  right,  in  consequence  of  their  judicial  functions,  to  ex- 

f»ress  an  opinion  by  vote  or  resolution,  in  reference  to  the  lega- 
ity  or  illegality  of  the  acts  of  public  functionaries,  they  have 
no  right  to  express  such  opinion  individually  in  debate;  as  the 
objection,  if  it  exists  at  all,  goes  to  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
by  individuals  as  well  as  by  the  body.  He  who  has  made  up 
an  opinion  and  avowed  it  in  debate,  would  be  as  much  disqua- 
lified to  perform  his  judicial  functions,  as  a  judge  on  a  trial  of 
impeachment,  as  if  he  had  expressed  it  by  a  vote:  and  of  course. 
whatever  restrictions  the  judicial  functions  of  the  senate  may 
be  supposed  to  impose,  would  be  restrictions  on  the  liberty  of 
discussion,  as  well  as  that  of  voting;  and  consequently  destroy 
the  freedom  of  debate  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution. 

I  am,  indeed,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  amazed,  that  so  great  a 
misconception  of  the  essential  powers  of  a  deliberative  body 
should  be  formed,  as  to  deny  to  a  legislative  assembly  the  right 
to  express  its  opinions  on  all  subjects  of  a  public  nature,  freely, 
fully,  and  without  restriction  or  limitation.  It  inherently  be- 
longs to  the  law-making  power — the  power  to  make,  repeal  and 
to  modify  the  laws;  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of  the  union;  to 
ascertain  its  actual  condition — the  causes  of  existing  disorders; 
to  determine  whether  they  originated  in  the  laws,  or  in  their  ex- 
ecution, and  to  devise  the  proper  remedy.  What  sort  of  a  le- 
gislative body  would  it  be,  that  had  no  right  to  pronounce  an 
opinion,  whether  a  law  was  or  was  not  in  conformity  to  the 
constitution.'  and  whether  it  had  or  had  not  been  violated  by 
those  appointed  to  administer  the  laws?  What  could  be  ima- 
gined more  abeurd.'  and  yet,  if  the  principle  contended  for  be 


correct,  such  would  be  the  character  of  the  senate.  We  would 
have  no  right  to  pronounce  a  law  unconstitutional,  or  to  assert 
that  it  had  been  violated,  lest  it  should  disqualify  us  from  per- 
forming our  judicial  functions. 

There  seems  to  be  (said  Mr.  C.)  a  great  misconception  in  re- 
ference to  the  real  motive  and  character  of  the  legislative  and 
executive  functions.  The  former  is  in  its  nature  deliberative, 
and  involves,  necessarily,  free  discussion,  and  a  full  expression 
of  opinion  on  all  subjects  of  public  interest.  The  latter  is  essen- 
tially the  power  of  executing,  and  has  no  power  of  deliberation 
beyond  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  the  law,  and  carrying  its 
enactments  into  execution;  and  even  within  this  limited  sphere 
its  constructions  of  its  powers  are  formed  under  responsibility, 
not  only  to  public  opinion,  but  also  to  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government. 

But  wherever  the  executive  is  vested  with  any  portion  of  le- 
gislative functions,  so  essentially  do  those  functions  involve  the 
right  of  deliberation,  and  a  full  and  free  expression  of  opinion, 
that  they  transfer  with  them,  to  the  executive,  the  right  of  free- 
ly expressing  his  opinions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  such 
functions.  Thus  the  president  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
vested  by  the  constitution  with  the  right  of  communicating  to 
congress  information  on  the  state  of  the  uaion;  of  recommend- 
ing to  its  consideration  such  measures  as,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  interest  may  require;  to  approve  of  its  acts;  and  to  ratify 
treaties,  which  have  received  the  consent  of  the  senatej  has,  in 
the  performance  of  all  these  high  legislative  functions,  a  right  lo 
express  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  character  and  constitu- 
tionality of  all  the  measuresjin  the  consideration  of  which  may 
be  involved  the  performance  of  these  duties — a  right  which  the 
present  chief  magistrate  has,  on  all  occasions,  freely  exercised, 
as  we  have  witnessed  this  session,  both  in  his  annual  message, 
and  the  one  announcing  his  veto  on  the  land  bill.  In  the  fornwr, 
he  pronounced  the  United  States  bank  to  be  unconstisutionaF, 
and  has,  of  course,  according  to  his  own  principle,  impeached 
the  conduct  of  Washington  and  Madison,  (the  former  of  whon> 
signed  the  charter  of  the  first  bank,  and  the  latter  of  the  present) 
and  all  of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  congress  who  voted  for 
the  acts  incorporating  them. 

I  am  mortified  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  that  in  this  eomitry,  boast- 
ing of  its  Anglo-Saxon  descent,  that  any  one  of  respectable 
standing,  much  less  the  president  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  found  to  entertain  principles  leading  to  such  monstrous  re- 
sults; and  I  can  scarcely  believe  myself  to  be  breathing  the  air 
of  our  country,  and  to  be  within  the  walls  of  the  senate  chan>- 
ber,  when  I  hear  such  doctrines  vindicated.  It  is  proof  of  the 
wonderful  degeneracy  of  the  times — of  a  total  loss  of  the  true 
conceptions  of  constitutional  liberty.  But,  in  the  midst  of  this 
degeneracy,  f  perceive  the  symptoms  of  regeneration.  It  is  not 
my  wish  to  touch  on  the  party  designatior>s  that  have  recently 
obtained,  and  which  have  been  introduced  in  the  debate  on  thi# 
occasion.  I,  however,  cannot  but  remark,  that  the  revival  of 
the  parly  names  of  the  revolution,  after  they  had  so  long  slum- 
bered, is  not  without  a  meaning — not  without  an  indication  of  a 
return  to  those  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  li- 
berty. 

Gentlemen  ought  to  reflect  that  the  extensive  and  sudden  re- 
vival of  these  names  could  not  be  without  some  adequate  cause. 
Names  are  not  to  be  taken  or  given  at  pleasure;  there  must  be 
something  to  cause  their  application  to  adhere.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  it  was  Augustus,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  who 
said  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  introduce  a  new  word 
What,  then,  is  that  something?  What  is  there  in  the  meaning 
of  whig  and  tory,  and  what  in  the  character  of  the  times,  which 
has  caused  their  sudden  revival,  as  party  designations,  at  thi» 
time?  I  take  it,  that  the  very  essence  of  toryism— that  whici» 
constitutes  a  tory,  is  to  sustain  prerogative  against  privilege — to- 
support  the  executive  against  the  legislative  department  of  the 
government,  and  to  lean  to  the  side  of  power,  against  the  side  of 
liberty;  while  the  whig  is,  in  all  these  particulars,  of  the  very 
opposite  principles.  These  are  the  leading  characteristics  of 
the  respective  parties,  whig  and  tory,  and  run  through  their  ap- 
plication in  all  the  variety  of  circumstances  in  which  they  have 
been  applied,  either  in  this  country  or  Great  Britain.  Their  sud- 
den revival  and  application  at  this  time  ought  to  admonish  my 
old  friends,  who  are  now  on  the  side  of  the  administration,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  times — something  in  the  existin|r 
struggle  between  the  parties,  and  in  the  principles  and  doctrines 
advocated  by  those  in  power — which  has  caused  so  sodden  a 
revival,  and  such  extensive  application  of  the  terms.  I  have 
not  contributed  to  their  introduction,  nor  am  I  desirous  of  seeing 
them  applied;  but  T  must  say  to  those  who  are  interested,  that 
they  should  not  be;  that  nothing  but  their  reversing  their  course 
can  possibly  prevent  their  application.  They  owe  it  to  them- 
selves— they  owe  it  to  the  chief  magistrate,  whom  they  support 
(who,  at  least  is  venerable  for  his  years),  as  the  head  of  the 
party — that  they  should  halt  in  their  support  of  the  despotic  and 
slavish  doctrines  which  we  hear  daily  advanced,  before  a  return 
of  the  reviving  spirit  of  liberty  shall  overwhelm  them,  and  those 
who  arc  leading  them  to  their  ruin. 

I  can  speak  (said  Mr,  Calhoun)  with  impartiality.  As  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  wish  no  change  of  party  designations.  I  am 
content  with  that  which  designates  those  with  whom  I  act.  It 
is,  I  admit,  not  very  popular,  but  is  at  least  an  honest  and  a  pa- 
triotic name.  It  is  synonymous  to  resistance  to  usurpation — 
usurpation,  come  from  what  quarter,  and  under  what  .«h;ipe  it 
may;  whether  it  he  that  from  this  covernmcnt  on  the  rights  of 
the  states,  or  the  executive  on  the  legislative  department. 
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The  30th  June  has  been  fixed  on,  in  the  Iiouse  of  re- 
presentatives, as  the  day  of  closing  the  present  session  of 
congress.  It  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  the  business  to 
be  disposed  of  will  permit  so  early  an  adjournment.  See 
the  journal  of  proceedings. 

With  considerable  labor,  we  had  prepared  many  edi- 
torial articles,  and  condensed  views  of  several  things,  for 
this  mimber,  which  must  be  postponed,  if  not  altogether 
tlirowu  aside — (such  is  one  of  the  "miseries"  of  editors) 
on  account  of  the  great  length  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee concerning  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  We 
shall  add  aW  the  documents,  and  so  present  them,  by  the 
aid  of  a  supplement,  that  our  friends  may  have  the  whole 
together  for  convenient  use,  while  thus  also  obtaining  a 
little  more  space  for  current  matters. 

Because  of  this  pressure  for  room,  we  cannot  offer  any 
comments  on  these  reports,  however  much  they  invite 
them;  but  they  surely  deserve,  and  will  receive,  a  care- 
ful perusal.  There  are  some  facts  connected  with  the 
publication  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, that,  in  common  times,  would  have  seemed  very  ex- 
traordinary; the  editor  of  the  "Globe"  being  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  tt  nearly  two  days  before  the  printers  to 
the  house  of  representatives  were  supplied  with  one, 
though  the  house  had  ordered  that  it  should  be  printed; 
and  thus  that  report,  being  published  on  a  Saturday, 
had  two  days  start  of  that  of  the  minority,  presented  on 
the  same  day  and  immediately  afterwards — ^the  effect  of 
which  seems  to  have  been  calculated.  The  circumstan- 
ces belonging  to  this  proceeding  must  be  recorded,  or 
they  will  be  flatly  denied,  a  few  years  hence,  as  having 
possibly  happened. 

The  vote  of  the  senate  concerning  the  pension  money  is 
very  decisive' — 26  to  17,  does  not  look  as  if  such  a  majority 
should  be  called  "factious,"  Had  the  senate  been  full, 
the  vote  would,  probably,  have  stood  31  to  17.  The  new 
attorney-general  has  been  unlucky  in  his  first  essay, 

Roberts  Vaux  was,  on  Monday  last,  approved  by  the 
senate  as  a  director  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  nomination  of  jye/tri/ /fo?^7i,  for  the  same  office,  re- 
jected. So  the  senate  has  confirmed  four  out  of  the  five 
nominations  of  the  president. 

The  nomination  of  Jllahfon  Dickerson,  as  minister  to 
Russia,  has  been  approved,  as  every  body  expected  that 
it  would  be,  if  thought  necessary  to  send  one  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh:  but  that  of  Andrew  Stevenson,  present  speak- 
er of  the  house  of  representatives,  it  is  believed  will  not 
be  confirmed. 

The  senate  has  rejected  the  nomination  of  JMartin 
Gordon,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Robbins,  of  Rhode  Island,  has 
been  confirmed  in  his  seat  in  tlie  senate  by  a  large  ma- 
jority— though  yet  less  than  we  had  expected,  consider- 
ing the  real  merits  of  the  case  and  the  late  sanction  of 
the  law  of  the  state  under  the  affected  unconstitutionality 
of  which  his  election  was  questioned. 

Mr.  Forsyth's  speech,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhojin,  in- 
tended for  this  number,  though  nearly  all  in  type,  is,  of 
necessity,  postponed.  We  have  to  do  with  the  speeclies 
*'as  well  as  we  can" — some  we  make  abstracts  of,  and 
others,  that  should  be  inserted  entire,  are  indefinitely 
•'laid  on  the  table;"  and  thus  many  good  things  are  lost, 
so  far  as  it  regards  our  publication  and  preservation  of 
them. 

There  was  an  animated  debate  on  the  proposition  to 

print  a  large  number  of  copies  of  the  reports  from  the 

committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank 

of  the  United  States — for  some  wished  that  the  report  of 
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the  majority  should  be  printed,  without  that  of  the  mi- 
nority being  attached,  &c.  But  they  were  shamed  out  of 
this—and  the  two  reports,  with  their  respective  docu- 
ments, are  to  be  published  together.  The  number  or- 
dered is  30,000. 

The  quantity  of  specie  entered  at  the  custom  house  in  New 
York  from  foreign  places,  between  the  28th  of  March  and  15lh 
of  May,  a  period  of  seven  weeks,  was,  of  gold,  $-83,238;  fcilvcr, 
^2,864,339— total,  ^2,947,677.  The  period  coinrneiices  iiCicr 
some  of  the  large  importations  were  made,  and  there  have  been 
constantly  large  receipts  from  New  Orleans.  Jl  is  gU(ipo>ed 
that  the  amount  of  specie  received  at  that  port  since  tiie  1st  of 
January,  could  not  be  less  than  $6,000,000. 

We  give  the  preceding  as  we  meet  with  it  in  the  news- 
papers.    Admit  its  truth — even  make  it  appear  that  one- 
fourth  moi'e  had  been  added  to  tlie  specie  capital  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  last  five  months — and  what  is  the 
effect  of  it?     Instead  of  an   increased  circulation  of  va- 
lues, as  such  an  importation  would  have  produced  in  or- 
dinary times,  the  circulation  has  been  daily  more  and 
more  contracted — and  facilities  to  make   payments  are 
daily  diminished!     There  is  a  lesson   in   tliis  that  dab- 
blers in  the  currency  of  a  country  ought  to  consider — and 
fools  may  learn  from  it  the  easitiess  of  a  transition  to  a 
metallic  currency!!!     Mexico,   with  a  reported  capital 
of  480  millions  in  bullion  and  coin,*  and  with  less  than 
two-thirds  of  our  population,  is  miserably  poor — the  best 
evidences  of  her  public  debt  being  40  or  50  per  cent. 
under  par;  but  we,  with  about  25  millions  in  specie,  had 
a  plentiful  supply  of  "money,"  and  such  evidences  of 
our  debt  were  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  above  par,  if  sold 
for  gold  or  silver!     There  is  much  matter  for  reflection 
in  these  things,  and  their  operation  will  become  manifest 
to  every  one  that  is  capable  and  ivilling  to  form  an  opi- 
nion for  himself,  on  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the 
United  States,  as  affected  by  the  war  against  the  bank. 
And  all  the  specie  spoken  of,  the  bank  has,  or  might  have, 
gathered  into  its  vaults,  as  it  came  in!     It  is  clear  that 
public  relief  hiis  not  been  afforded  by  the  importations  of 
specie,   if  in  the  whole^en    millions,  in    the   five  last 
months — nor  would   a   supply  of  an  hundred  millions, 
(had  we  the  means  to  purchase  it)  stand  against  the  loss 
of  confidence  that  we  have  sustained,  and  the  loss  oi  em- 
ployment and  of  production  suffered,  in  this  unnecessary 
war  of  the  president  against  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

The  "New  York  Courier  &  Enqirer"has  a  letter  from 
Washington  dated  May  II,  which,  after  speaking  of  the 
loud  cry  that  had  been  made  against  the  bank,  because  of 
the  worthlessness  of  its  western  debts,  says— 

"To  guard  against  the  cry  in  future,  the  bank  has  been  in- 
dustriously, but  quietly,  engaged  in  transferring  its  western 
debts  to  the  sea-board,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  while  there 
are  very  few  draughts  falling  due  at  the  western  branches  during 
the  present  spriii<^  and  summer — upwards  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars  of  their  western  debt  has  been  accepted  by  the  eastern 
merchants  and  fall  due  in  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York  and  Boston,  within  the  next  sixty  days.  Of  this 
sum,  upwards  of  five  millions  fall  due  and  are  payable  at  the 
branch  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Of  course  these  draughts 
must  be  paid  at  maturity,  and,  as  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
bank  to  extmd  its  discounts,  it  follows  that  this  amount  of 
capital  must  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Up  to  this  period 
the  bank  has  curtailed  but  a  very  trifling  amount,  and  the  stock- 
jobbing cabal  in  this  city,  foreseeing  the  effects  upon  the  money 
market  of  the  payment  of  these  western  draught,  are  preparing 
to  add  to  your  difficulties  by  preying  upon  the  very  wants  and 
distresses  of  the  community  which  they  themselves  have  pro- 
duced. 

The  eleven  millions  spoken  of  cannot  be  paid  in  the 
ensuing  sixty  days,  unless  through  the  liberal  aid  of  the 
bank.     There  is  "no  mistake"  about  that.     But  if  paid, 

*We  do  not  believe  this — though  it  is  so  stated,  in  the  news- 
papers, as  a  matter  of  "fact!"  The  amount,  howev^er,  must  be 
a  large  one,  and  several  times  grsater  than  that  of  the  coin  in 
the  United  States. 
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will  drain  the  local  banks  of  every  surplus  dollar,  and 
may  forbid  payments  even  in  pursuance  of  appropriations 
made  by  congress! — for  the  eleven  millions  must  be  paid 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent.  There  is  no  other  way  by 
which  this  heavy  demand  can  be  satisfied.  We  hope, 
however,  that  the  amount  is  not  correctly  stated.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  bank  has  been  gathering  its  means — 
but  we  cannot  believe  that  so  I'apid  an  accumulation  of 
them  is  designed,  or  is  in  correspondence  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank. 

John  B.  Morris  and  R.  W.  Gill,  esquires,  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  tlie  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland, 
Jiave  made  a  report  concerning  tlie  affairs  of  that  institu- 
tion, which  Tliomas  EUicott,  esq.  the  other  trustee,  de- 
clined to  unite  in.  We  cannot  insert  this  report  in  llie 
present  sheet,  but  it  shall  be  preserved,  as  well  for  in- 
struction, us  on  account  of  the  extraordhiaries  which  it 
exhibits.  The  result  seems  to  be  this — that  the  supposed 
available  means  of  the  bank  are  $1,001,661 — with  doubt- 
ful (we  (hink  this  word  should  have  been  desperate),  and 
disputed  claims  in  its  favor  amounting  to  $683,569  more; 
Avhereas  the  circulation,  certificates  and  other  claims 
against  the  bank,  amount  to  $1,683,218 — and  of  which  we 
do  not  believe  that  50  cents  in  the  dollar  can  be  paid. 
But  we  shall  insert  the  report  at  length — that  every  one 
may  judge  for  himself. 

The  London  Mercantile  Journal  states  that  money  has  be- 
come so  abundant,  that  discounts  in  some  cases  have  been  ob 
tained  at  the  extremely  h)w  rale  of  one  and  a  hnlt  per  cent,  per 
annum.  The  current  rale,  however,  is  two  and  two  and  a  halt 
per  cent,  and  considcrHbie  sensation  has  been  excited  by  an 
offer  of  the  bank  of  England,  to  lend  money  for  a  month  at  the 
rale  of  three  per  cent.  The  editor  of  the  Journal  remarks  that 
"it  is  surprising  thai  iti  such  a  money  market  there  should  not 
be  sas^acily  enough  to  buy  up  American  Stocks,  which  are  as 
secure  as  any  in  the  world,  and  yield  an  interest  of  five  and  six 
per  cent,  and  upwards.  [What!  corrupt  our  people,  by  loaning 
them  moneyi'    '^Ferish  credit!] 

Mr.  Ritchie  is  "sorry,"  very  sorry,  indeed,  that 
Messrs.  Grundy  and  Benton,  of  the  senate,  voted  for  the 
large  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road — and  has 
bespoke  a  veto  against  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  We 
regard  this  as  the  very  essence  of  "democracy" — that 
the  will  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the 

states,  is "just  nothing  at  all,"  if  opposed  to  that  of 

the  president  and  Mr.  Ritchie.  But  it  is  possible  that 
this  bill  may  not  pass  the  house,  unless  Mr.  CUiy''s  land 
bill  sliall  pass  it.     Some  think  that  they  link  together. 

Many  cases  of  cholera  are  occurring  in  the  west  and 
south-uest,  and  especially  in  the  steamboats  on  the  ri- 
vers. Cases  liave  happened  on  board  of  tlie  passenger 
vessels  arrived  at  Quebec. 

We  regret  to  see  that  many  emigrants  are  arriving 
from  Europe — 886  reached  New  York  in  one  day,  last 
week.  We  are  already  much  over-stocked  with  labor- 
ers, and  these  must  interfere  with  those  that  we  had 
seeking  employment.  Large  numbers  are  also  pouring 
into  Canada. 

Tlie  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac,  capt.  Downes,  arrived  at 
Boston  on  the  23d  inst.     The  Mercantile  Journal  says — ■ 

The  officers  and  crew,  generally  speaking,  are  in  good  heallh; 
more  especially  so,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  ship  has  just 
completed  a  voyage,  longer  and  more  arduous  than  had  previ- 
ously been  performed  by  any  frigate  in  our  navy. 

The  Polomac  having  circumnavigated  the  globe,  and  crossed 
and  recrossed  the  equator  six  limes,  she  has  encountered  dan- 
gers of  navigation  unknown  in  ordinary  voyages.  The  men 
have  been  exposed  lo  disease  and  pestilence  in  the  most  insa- 
lubrious regions  of  the  earth;  and  shared,  besides  the  risks  of 
war,  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  ihe  Malay  forts.  Yet  the 
ship  has  been  safely  navigated  throughout,  no  casually  of  any 
moment  having  occurred  during  the  cruise;  and  the  d<igree  of 
mortality  has  been  even  less  than  usual  on  hoard  vessels  of 
war,  only  twenty-seven  having  died,  (including  those  killed  in 
baUle  at  Quallah  Batloo),  out  of  alxuji  .'iOO  souls  on  board. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Peacock,  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
25th  inst.  after  a  long  cruise — last  from  Rio  Janeiro — 
capt.  Geisinger  and  his  officers  and  crew,  "all  well." 


"The  Richmond  Compiler  makes  out  a  tabular  statement  of 
the  manner  in  which  each  senatorial  district  in  that  state  voted 
at  the  recent  election.  Tlie  senators,  it  is  known,  were  not 
then  all  elected — but  as  the  Virginia  doctrine  requires  that  the 
representative  shall  vote  according  to  tlie  wishes  of  his  consti- 
tuents, it  would  seem  that  the  senate  will  have  to  consider 
itself  instructed  to  vote  against  general  Jackson.  The  Compi- 
ler says:  We  have  endeavored  to  make  out  an  accurate  state- 
ment, and  the  result  lo  which  we  have  come  is,  that  if  the  se- 
nators represent,  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  the  wishes  of  their 
constituents,  we  shall  have  a  majority  of  tUree-fourfhs  against 
Ike  ndministrution! — that  is  24  whig  votes  and  8  Jackson.^' 

The  political  excitement  in  western  Virginia  is  said 
to  be  without  precedent. 


The  result  of  the  late  elections 
shewu  in  the  foUowinir— 


Virginia,  is  best 


The  general  state  of  things  in  Mexico  and  South  Ame- 
rica is  very  uncomfortable.  Revolution  is  still  the 
"Order  of  tlie  day,"  and  nothing  seems  settled. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

3Iay  26.  The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  depart- 
ment of  state  on  the  subject  of  the  patent  office. 

Mr.  Clarj  presented  a  memorial  from  Huntingdon  county,  Pa. 
remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites — read,  &c.: 
after  some  strong  and  appropriate  remarks  by  Mr.  C. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  five  memorials  from  Indiana,  all  re- 
mon.strating  against  the  measures  of  the  executive  in  regard  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  these  memorials  were  numerously  signed  by 
all  political  parties,  and  by  men  of  every  pursuit  and  occupa- 
tion in  life.  That  they  came  from  parts  of  the  state  where  the 
friends  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  were  numerous  and  the 
parly  strong;  but  that  in  these  instances  all  other  coneiderationa 
had  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and  this  subject  taken  up  because 
the  people  felt  what  they  said;  that  these  memorials  were  not 
to  be  viewed  as  party  productions,  but  as  the  expressions  of  the 
opinions  of  an  honest,  intelligent  people,  truly  representing  the 
condition  of  their  country,  the  causes  which  had  produced  it, 
and  the  remedy,  in  their  opinion,  proper  to  be  adopted. 

The  populiition  inhabiting  the  counties  from  wiiich  these  me- 
morials came  was  a  mixed  one,  grouped  together  from  almost 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  chiefly,  however,  from  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  England,  and  from  the 
Swiss  cantons  in  Europe.  Their  pursuits  were  mainly  agricul- 
tural; thai  they  were  the  exporters  as  well  as  the  growers  of 
iheir  produce:  their  market  was  New  Orleans;  they  had  as  little 
direct  interest  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  any  people 
in  the  union;  but  in  the  prosperity  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Sta»es,  they  had  a  deep  interest — for  having  no  state  banks  as 
yet  in  operation,  the  paper  of  that  bank  had  largely  entered  into 
the  circulating  medium  of  that  section  of  the  conutry. 

The  people  think  that  pasl  experience  demonstrates  the  con- 
venience and  necessity  of  a  paper  circulating  medium,  conver- 
tihle  into  specie,  to  supply  the  want  of  sufficient  metallic  cur- 
rency. They  believe  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver does  not  exist  to  form  a  circulatina  medium,  and  that  a  sud- 
den change,  or  atlernpl  at  change,  could  not  fail  to  prostrate  ihe 
best  interests  of  the  country.  They  believe  that  the  country 
cannot  get  along  without  a  national  bank;  that,  without  such 
an  institution,  the  currency  caimot  have  either  soundness  or 
stability,  nor  can  the  exchanges  of  the  country  be  equalized  or 
regulated.     And  in  these  opinions  Mr.  H.  entirely  concurred. 

Mr.  H.  was  no  advocate  for  the  present  hank;  would  prefer  a 
new  bank  located  in  Washington.  This  location  he  conceived 
would  remove  the  constitutional  objection;  and  he  would  be 
for  a  bank  of  less  capital. 

Mr.  H.  said  no  one  regretted  the -removal  of  the  deposites 
more  than  himself.  It  was  an  unfortunate  measure  for  the 
country.  He  did  not  doubt  the  power  or  motive  of  removal; 
but  he  regretted  the  measure  as  deleterious  and  injudicious. 
He  had  said  by  his  vote,  that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  were 
unsatisfactory  and  insutficient. 

Mr.  Iie7jf on  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  memorialists  fully 
believed  in  all  the  distresses  which  they  mentioned;  but  their 
petitions  only  recited  what  had  been  alleged  on  this  floor  for 
the  last  four  or  five  months;  and  the  reason  why  petitions  were 
so  late  in  coming  from  that  distance,  must  be  because  the  pe- 
titioners were  so  far  olf  from  the  source  of  ilnrm. 

Mr.  Hendricks  repelled  the  idea,  that  the  memorials  which  he 
had  just  presented  to  the  senate,  liad  been  produced  in  any  de- 
gree by  thft  panic  which  pervades  the  country,  or  that  they  had 
been  gotten  up  for  political  effect.  The  memorialists  were  nei- 
ther panic  makers,  nor  more  liable  to  alarm  from  a  distance  than 
the  people  from  any  other  portions  of  the  union. 

The  sf.-nale  then,  in  succession,  took  up  thirteen  bill,s  for  the 
relief  of  private  individuals,  which  were  severally  read  the  third 
tinie  and  passed. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  resumed,  being  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary  on  the  pension  t)ooks;  and  Mr. 
Kaiie  concluded  his  rcmnik*,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
Mr.  Tr/ii;/i/ and  Mr.  Clayton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  following  re- 
solution, (moved  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  original  report), 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in  ajv 
poiniing  pension  agents  in  any  state  or  territory,  where  the  bank 
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of  the  United  States,  or  one  of  its  branches,  has  been  establish- 
ed; except  when  specially  authorised  by  act  of  congress. 
And  (lt'ci(ied  as  tiillows: 

YEAiS— Messrs.  |{«;II,  UibI),  Black,  Calhonn,  Ciiatiibcrs,  VArxy, 
Clayton,  Evvitig,  Foisyti),  Froliiigliuyscn,  Kent,  Kiuf;,  ot  lU.o. 
Leigii,  Mangum,  Naiidaiii,  Poindexter,  Torlcr,  Preston,  Uol)- 
bins,  Sheplcy,  riilsltee,  Sniiiii,  Soutliard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Toni- 
linson,  Wagiiiiinian,  VVeh^ter — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  IJrown,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kano,  Kiiij;, 
ofAlaliaina,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson,  Talhuaiige,  Tip- 
ton, VVliiio,  Wilkins,  VVri<;ht — 15. 
So  this  resolmidii  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the  following 
resiilutiori: 

Resoloed,  That  the  act  of  congress  "for  the  relief  of  certain 
oflicers  and  soldiers  ot  tlte  revolution,"  pasted  on  the  15lh  of 
May,  1828,  an(i  the  actsup[)lenientary  to  that  act,  parsed  on  the 
7th  June,  1832,  are  properly  acts  providing  for  the  payment  of 
military  pensions. 

And  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelingluiysen,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh, 
Mangum,  Nandain,  Poindexier,  Porter,  Prc^ston.  Ilol)l)ius,  Sils- 
bee.  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  VVaggaman, 
Webster— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.    Benton,    Brown,    Forsyth,   Grundy,    Hill, 
Kane,  Kinu,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Siiepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 17.* 
So  the  resohition  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any  law  upon  the 
department  or  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  agency  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act  of  the  7ih  June,  1832, 
and  the  funds,  books  and  papers,  connected  with  that  agency, 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  other  agents 
to  supersede  that  bank  in  llie  payment  of  such  pensioners. 

And  decided  in  the  atfirmative  witiiout  a  division.  After 
which  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  27.  Mr.  Ewing  presented  the  memorial  of  1,063  voters 
of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  &c.  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  ff^eftsfc)- presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  praying  congress  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  aiding,  by  duties  received  from  commerce, 
common  schools  in  the  maritime  cities,  for  the  instruction  of 
mariners  in  common  knowledge. 

Mr.  Webster  prefaced  the  introduction  of  this  memorial  with 
some  very  pertinent  remarks,  showing  the  necessity  of  extend- 
ing the  means  of  instruction  to  this  meritorious  and  gallant  [lor- 
tion  of  tiie  nation's  strength. 
Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  report  to  the  senate  a 
statement  shewing  the  names  of  the  several  pensioners  who  are 
now,  or  may  have  been  heretofore,  placed  on  the  pension  rolls, 
designating  their  rank,  annual  allowance,  the  sums  which  they 
have  severally  received,  the  laws  under  which  their  pensions 
have  been  granted,  the  date  when  placed  upon  the  roll,  their 
ages,  and  the  states  and  counties  in  which  they  severally  resi- 
ded; also  the  names  of  the  pension  agents  who  have  received 
cfunpensation  as  such,  and  the  amount  of  such  compensation, 
and  the  act  under  which  it  was  allowed,  the  names  of  the 
clerks  who  are  and  who  have  been  em[)loyed  in  the  pension 
office,  and  the  sums  paid  them  as  compensation,  with  an  ag- 
gregate statement  of  the  whole  sums  disbursed  on  account  of 
pensions. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "an 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution;  which  was  twice  read 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Poindcxter  inovGi\  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  reports 
made  by  agents  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
}and  offices,  &c.  which  lies  one  day. 

Mr.  CZaj/ gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  the  object  of  wliicli  would  be  to 
reassert  what  had  been  already  declared  by  resolutions  of  the 
senate,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  congress  for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  arc  in- 
sutficient  and  unsatisfactory;  and  to  provide  that,  from  and  af 
ter  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  all  deposites  which  may  accrue 
from  the  public  revenue  subsequent  to  that  period,  shall  be 
placed  in  the  hank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  pur 
suant  to  the  IGth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri 
bers  to  the  United  Slates  bank. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  in  the  case  of  tlie  contested  election  of 
a  senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

The  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  having  been  read  — 
Mr.  Poindexter  expressed  a  hope  that  the  qnetiion  would  be 
immediately  taken,  and  witiiout  debate,  on  the  following  reso 
solution  submitted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  to  wit: 

"That  wisher  Robhins  is  duly  and  constitutionally  elected  a 
senator  of  the  United  States,  to  represent  the  slate  of  Rliode  Is- 
land, for  SIX  ycilrs  from  the  4lh  of  Maich  last." 


*[Absent  on  the  votes  on  the  above  resolutions.  Messrs 
Knight,  of  Rliode  Island,  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  Tyler,  of  Virgi 
nia,  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  Moore,  of  Alabama  ] 


Mr.  irrig/tf  asked  for  the  yeiia  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 
The  question  being  then  taken  l»y  yeas  and  naj's  was  decided 

as  Ibllows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoirn,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghnysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
McKijan,  Mungum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Sils- 
bee,  Smiih,  Souihard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton, Tomlinson,  VVag- 
gaman, ^Vel>^ter — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  BrOwn,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Ro- 
Innson,  Sliepley,  Tallmadge,  Wliite,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16. 

'i'lie  senate  then  profecili  d  lo  the  next  special  order,  being  the 
resolutions  on'ered  by  Mr.  i't'^/*,  aiiu;ii(latory  of  the  constitution, 
on  the  subject  of  tlit!  eleclimi  of  p^u^ifb•.^t  and  vice  pre.-idiuil. 

Mr.  r>ibh  rose,  and  was  about  lo  aihlress  the  senate  in  sup- 
I)ort  of  his  resolutions,  but  gave  way  to  allow  a  motion  for 
adjoin  nmenl  to  be.  made;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alun^um,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

May  28.  Mr.  Chanthers  jircscnted  a  memorial  from  a  number 
of  the  citizens  and  voters  of  live  second  election  district  of  Fre- 
derick county,  .MMiyland,  renmi'isuating  against  tlici  removal  of 
the  deposit(!s,  &.c.  acconipauyiiig  ilie  same  with  appropriate  re- 
marks: read  and  referred,  &,c. 

Mr.  Jrebstcr,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  reported  a  bilT 
to  repeal  certain  provi.-ions  of  "an  net  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  approved  the  14lU 
July,  1832. 

[This  bill  restores  the  provisos  in  the  10th  and  12ih  articles 
of  ihe  2d  section  of  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  as  rt  laies  to  hard- 
ware, and  manufactures  of  copper  and  hra^s,  which  were,  by  a 
subsequent  act,  i.  e.  of  2d  March,  1833,  suspended  until  the  1st 
of  June,  1834.] 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said,  that,  as  the  morning  business  seemed 
to  have  been  gone  through,  In;  should  movethe  senate  for  leave 
to  introduce  two  joint  resolutions.  He  had  given  noirce  ot'oiie 
resolution,  but,  on  reflection,  he  had  thought  it  best  to  prepaio 
separate  resolutions,  which,  as  they  were  short,  he  would  read 
in  his  place: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  the  house  of  reprcfenlalives  of  the 
United  States  of  J]mcrica,in  congress  assembled,  that  the  rea- 
sons, communicated  by  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  in  bis  re- 
port to  congress  of  the  4th  of  December,  1833,  for  ihe  removal 
of  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates,  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  branches,  are  intofficient 
and  unsatisfactory: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  deposites  of  the  money  of  the 
United  Slates  which  may  accrue  or  bo  received  on  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1834,  shall  be  made  with  the  bank  of  tlie 
U.  States  and  its  liranches,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  tlie  act,  entitled  "an  act  lo  incorpoiate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  th(;  United  Stales,"  approved  the  10th  April,  1816. 
Mr.  CVay  said  the  tirst  resolution  merely  reaffirmrd  the  one 
which  the  senate  had  already  passed.  That  resolution  was  a 
separate  one,  and  was  not  inte'nded  for  the  action  of  the  other 
house;  but  only  to  constitute  the  basis  of  further  legislation, 
should  any  be  found  necessary  to  produce  the  effect  wliich,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  it  ought  long  since  lo  have  produced,  the 
restoration  of  the  public  depot  rtes  to  the  vaults  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  present  was  a  joint  resolution.  To  tho 
former  it  had  been  objected  on  this  floor,  and  also  in  the  coun- 
try, and  as  he  believed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
in  his  protest,  that  it  was  a  mere  abstract  proposition  which 
would  not  necessarily  lead  to  any  pttrlicular  legislation.  He 
thought  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  that  o!)jeclion,  but  to  pre- 
vent any  person  from  being  misled,  he  had  submitted  the  tirst 
of  these  resolutions. 

The  second  resolution  contemplates  tlie  deposite  of  all  the 
public  money  accruing  after  the  1st  July  in  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  these  resolutions  at  the  other 
end  of  the  capitol,  or  in  another  building,  that  consideration 
should  have  no  influence  oir  this  body.  The  senate  owed  it  to 
its  own  character,  and  to  the  country,  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  leaving  it  toothers  to  perform  their  own 
oliligations  to  the  country,  according  to  Ihcrr  own  convictions 
of  duly  and  responsibility. 

He  hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  acted  on  and  suffered  to 
receive  the  decision  of  the  senate  without  unnecessary  or  pro- 
tracted debate. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  motion  of  leave  to  introduce  these 
resolutions,  and  uiovcd  that  the  question  be  postponed  until 
this  day  week. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Benton  caUmi  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  question  being  taken,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tipton,  While,   Wilkins,  Wrighl 

—  1  o, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Hendriok.5,  Kent,  Leigh,  M.Uigum,  Moore,  Nau- 
(l;iin,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pre.<ton,  Bobbins,  Silsbee.  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swilt,  Tomlinson,  VVaggaman,  Webster 

— 2.T. 

The  resolutions  were  llien  read  and  ordered  lo  a  second  read- 
ing. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
Consideration  of  executive  business.  After  remaining  for  some 
time  with  closed  doors,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  29.  The  senate  was  occupied  this  day  in  discussing 
a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Preston  concerning  revolutionary 
pensioners — the  number  of  which  at  a  period  so  distant,  has  ex- 
cited much  attention,  for  some  time  past.  The  resolution,  at 
half  past  three  o'clock,  was  laid  on  the  table  that  the  senate 
might  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
after  being  some  time  engaged  therein,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  May  26.    The  consideration  of  the  memorial  present 
ed   by  Mr.  Wise,  on  the  13th  instant,  with  the  resolutions,  &c. 
moved  by  him,  which  were  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was, 
owing  to  his  absence,  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  York  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  restoration  of  the  public  money  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  coming  up  as  the  unfini!»li('d  business — 

Mr.  Barnitz  moved  that  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  with  instructions  to  report. 

"That  the  removal  of  Uie  depositesof  the  moneys  oftiie  Unit- 
ed Stales,  made  prior  I©  the  1st  of  October  last,  was  not  au- 
thorised by  law. 

"That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  removing  and  withholding  the  deposites  from  the  United 
States  bank  are  insufficient.  Thai  a  bill  be  reported  to  recliarter 
the  United  States  bank,  with  such  limitations  and  modilications 
regarding  the  capital  stock  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  di- 
rectors as  the  committee  deem  expedient." 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  argument 
embracing  views  of  the  policy  of  tiie  government  in  relation  to 
the  custody  and  legal  disposition  of  the  revenue,  the  powers  of 
congress,  and  the  rights,  duties,  and  obligations  of  the  bank;  and 
not  having  concluded  his  remarks,  the  farther  coasiderulion 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next — ayes  79,  noes  42. 

The  petition  and  resolutions  fiomi  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slat<^s,  and  instructing  the  representative 
from  that  district  to  give  his  aid  therein,  coining  np, 

Mr.  Loyall,  after  stating  that  he  yielded  full  assent  to  the 
doctrine  that  every  representative  was  bound  to  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents,  gave  his  reasons  why  he  should  re- 
fuse assent  to  the  request  contained  in  these  resolutions.  Alter 
which,  on  his  motion,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  and  Athens 
county,  Ohio,  heretofore  presented,  being  next  in  order — 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  give  his  views 
on  the  distressed  state  to  which  the  country  of  the  memorialists 
were  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the  measures  of  the  executive, 
moved  a  resolution  referring  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money  in  the  state  banks,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  all  of  the  said  bill  out  from  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  a  bill  directing  the  deposites  to  be 
hereafter  made  in  the  United  States  bank  and  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  Jtc. 

Mr.  V.  having  addressed  the  house  at  length,  withdrew  his 
resolution,  whereupon  the  memorial  was  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  unfavorable  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Bell,  from  1,500 
inhabitants  of  I3elmont  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Evans,  from  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  PInllowell,  Mainp;  by  Mr. 
Grennell,  frmn  1,200  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Massachu- 
setts; by  Mr.  Voim^,  two  memorials  from  Windham  county, 
Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Watmough,  from  ftlontgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania;  which  were  severally  read,  referred,  &.c. 

The  memorial  of  Jones  county,  Mississippi,  sustaining  the 
course  of  the  administration  in  its  recent  measure  against  the 
bank,  coming  up — 

Mr.  Plummer  addre£«!od  the  house  in  vindication  of  the  pre 
Eident — and   concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  that  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  reports  of 
the  bank  committee  be  printed;  Mr.  Hcister  proposed  15,000; 
Mr.  Kinii  10,000;  and  Mr.  Gillctt  25,000. 

Mr.  Brizgs  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  require  the 
two  reports  to  be  attached  to  each  other.  Mr.  Miller  having  no 
objection, 

The  motion  was,  after  some  conversation,  laid  on  the  table 
till  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bunl,  an  inquiry  was  instituted  as  to  the 
expediency  of  causing  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  route 
between  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Newry  or  Hallidaysburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  to  connect  the  Chesapeake  and 
Oiiio  canal  and  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  by  a  turnpike  or  rail 
road.    The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  27.  Several  bills  and  reports  of  a  private  or 
Jocal  character  were  reported  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Bell  reported  the  agreement  of  the  judiciary  committee  to 
the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bil^  entitled  "an  act  to  re- 
vive and  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  2d  March,  1831,  and  "an 
act  in  addition  thereto,"  pasxed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1832; 
wliicb  aipendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  house. 


Mr.  Bell  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  f?oiH 
the  senate  entitled  "an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  more  effectuaJ- 
ly  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States;"  the  further  consideration  of  which  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  call  up  the  bill  increasing 
the  pay  in  the  naval  service — 

3Ir.  Miller  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to 
take  up  the  motion  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  for  the  printing 
of  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  bank  committee's  reports;  and  ob- 
jections being  made,  the  house  suspended  the  rule,  and  finally 
30,000  extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  attached  to  each 
other. 

Mr.  Wise  reported  a  bill  to  erect  a  marble  column  at  York- 
town,  Va. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  coin  bill,  fixing  the  value  of  cer- 
tain coins. 

Mr.  Gorhnm  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions, 
making  the  dollars  of  South  America,  a  lawful  tender  by  tale, 
under  certain  conditions. 

After  a  dresultoiy  debate — 

Mr.  Boon  iimved  the  previous  question,  which  the  ba»se  re- 
fused to  second — ayes  73.  noes  80. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  went  jnto  committee  of 
the  whole  on  said  bill,  and  it  being  amended  therein,  the  coirv- 
mittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,  when  tl>e  bilJ 
was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed,  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  May  28.  Several  bills  and  reports  en  private 
claims  being  reported  and  disposed  of, 

Mr.  Jidams  moved,  and  obtained  leave,  for  a  meeting  in  be- 
half ol  the  Polish  exiles,  to  be  held  in  the  bail  to  morrow  even- 
ing. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
in  the  case  oftiie  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  Vandcrpoel  addressed  the  house  in  reply  to  Mr.  Binney^ 
and  in  support  of  Mr.  Moore's  claim. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky.  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the  Question. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  whose  argumentative 
and  yet  humorous  speech  drew  around  him  almost  all  the  mem- 
bers present. 

Mr  ,/oncs, the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections,  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  as  originally  reported  by  him, 
so  as  to  test  the  question  whether  certain  votes  received  in 
Garrard  county,  during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff,  should  be 
counied. 

Mr.  Jones  then  replied  to  Mr.  i)ams,  and,  when  he  concluded 
his  remarks,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  29.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  house  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  this  house,  appointed 
on  the  4lh  of  April  last,  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  iurther  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  referred  to  therein: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  transactions  of  the  said  committee  with 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as 
set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  committee,  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence annexed  to  the  same,  no  contempt  of  the  lawful  authority 
of  this  house  has  been  offered  by  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  b.Tuk,  or  by  any  one  of  them. 

Resolved, That  any  order  of  this  house  to  the  serjeant-at-arms 
to  arrest  and  bring  to  the  bar  of  the  house  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  one  of  them,  to 
answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house, 
as  proposed  by  the  concluding  resolution  offered  by  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  said  select  committee,  would  be  an  un- 
constitutional, arbitrary,  and  oppressive  abuse  of  power. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  these  resolutions 
as  a  sub.^titute  for  those  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee apppointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  when  the  reports  should  come  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Boon,  fixing  the  16lh  June  for  the  adjournment  ef  congress. 

This  produced  a  wide  and  desultory  debate  that  occupied  the 
whole  day.  Messrs.  Polk,  EII>vvorih,  Beardsley,  Chambers, 
and  many  others  took  part  in  it.  The  16th,  23d  and  30th  of 
June  were  proposed,  and  after  many  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  for  the  previous  question,  &c. 

The  question  was  put  on  fixing  the  2Mh  of  June  as  tlie  day 
of  adjnnrnmeni,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — 
yeas  128,  nays  83. 

The  remarks  of  several  of  the  speakers  were  highly  interest- 
ing— but  ".ve  caimot  make  room  for  them:  the  following,  how- 
ever, may  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  and  matter  of  the  de- 
bate: 

Mr.  Wilde  wished,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  to  learn  from  the 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  bank  committee,  how  long  a  time 
they  calculated  it  would  require  to  discuss  and  act  upon  the  re- 
port Ihey  had  made  to  the  bouse.  He  desired  the  earliest  day 
of  adjournment  that  would  not  interfere  with  that  object. 

Mr.  Thomas,  (chairman  of  the  bank  committee),  after  a  mo- 
dest disclaimer  of  any  right  to  direct  the  movements  of  others, 
expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  farcical  to  think  of 
taking  up  the  bank  committee's  report  and  acting  upon  that, 
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and  the  other  important  business  of  the  house,  and  adjourning 
on  the  IGth  of  June.  So  entirely  was  he  fixed  in  this  opinion, 
that  lie  should  consider  a  vote  fixing  on  that  day  as  equivalent 
lo  a  decision  tliat  the  report  of  tiie  hank  coniniitlee  was  not  to 
be  taken  up  this  session.  Should  the  filth  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee  be  acted  on,  the  arrest  of  the  officers  of  the 
bank  would  consume  nearly  a  week;  and  certainly  not  less 
than  a  week  or  ten  days  would  afterwards  be  consumed  in  de- 
bate, indeed,  if  the  motion  fixing  the  16tli  should  prevail,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  report  of  the  bank  com 
inittee  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Then  a  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  reject- 
ed, &c.  Mr.  Wilde  having  again  inquired  of  the  bank  commit- 
tee if  they  thought  the  23d  would  afiord  time  enougii  to  discuss 
their  report.  Mr.  Crockett  said,  he  was  very  anxious  that  the 
16th  should  be  fixed  U[)on.  The  proposal  for  that  day,  had  come 
from  a  very  good  quarter — a  quarter  where  there  was  responsi- 
bility. He  had  never  believed  the  gentlemen  were  in  earnest 
about  this  bank  report:  and  now  they  discovered  it.  They  were 
manifestly  anxious  to  get  away,  tiial  they  might  leave  the  coun- 
try excited  against  the  bank,  as  a  monster  that  had  done  some- 
thing very  mischievous.  As  the  quarter  from  which  this  pro- 
posal had  first  proceeded  was  able  to  bear  the  responsibility,  he 
was  of  the  mind  that  they  should  have  it;  and  he  therefore  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Clayton  having  heard  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Thomas)  say,  that  he  should  consider  a  vote  for  early  adjourn- 
ment as  a  resolution  not  to  take  up  the  bank  report,  he  had 
changed  his  mind;  and  now  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  30ih  of  June  had  been  rejected  for  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lytic  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  most  distant  day  propo- 
sed. The  honorable  gentlemen  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bur- 
ges)  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  not  more  than  three  mem- 
bers would  be  found  to  stand  by  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
bank  committee.  He  declared  his  resolution  lo  be  one  of  them. 
He  had  no  disposition  to  blench.  The  opposition  presses  had 
long  been  teeming  with  injunctions  on  congress  not  to  adjourn: 
and  similar  language  had  been  re-echoed  in  the  other  end  of 
the  capilol;  but  no  sooner  did  tiie  committee  return,  and  declare 
that  they  had  been  treated  by  the  bank  with  contumely  and 
scorn,  than  gentleman  were  anxious  at  once  to  skulk.  He,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  keep  his  ground. 

The  motion  to  reconsider,  as  made  by  Mr.  Clayton,  prevail- 
ing—and the  question  being  upon  fixing  on  the  iiOth  of  June  as 
the  da,«  of  adjournment, 

Mr.  Adams  took  the  floor,  and,  in  a  speech  of  great  anima- 
tion, assigned  his  reasons  why  he  had  changed  his  determina- 
tion from  voting  tor  tiie  earliest  day,  as  he  had  uniformly  done 
hitherto,  to  voting  for  the  day  now  proposed.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  adverted  to  the  subject  of  tlie  bank  report  and 
resolutions. 

This  brought  up  Mr.  Thomas  in  reply,  who  spoke  with  equal 
earnestness  in  vindication  of  the  measure  of  arrest,  as  support- 
ed by  precedent  in  Houston's  case. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 
Report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 

United  States. 

[Presented  i»f ay  22,  1834.] 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  by 
which  it  was 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tres.s  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  sundry  memorials,  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whetlier  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  lias  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  lo  control  the  press, 
to  interfere  in  polities,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  pro- 
ducing the  existing  pressure,  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inspect  the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  corrup 
tions  or  malpractices,  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said 
tank;  and  Ihal  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches.  And  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  prin- 
ci|ial  hank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspect- 
ing the  books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  it;^  managempnt  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation, 
together  with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable — 

Respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  in  part  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, so  far  as  they  have  found  it  practicable  to  discharge 
the  duties  devolved  on  them. 

Charged,  particularly,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  and  con- 
dition of  ihe  b.ink  of  the  United  States,  they  have  endeavored 
most  anxiously  to  ascertain  correctly  the  true  character  of  that 
highly  responsible  and  delicate  trust. 

To  judge  rightly  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  of  it-;  committee  towards  the  bank,  it  must  be  borne 


constantly  in  mind,  that  that  corporation  difTers  essentially  from 
an  ordinary  banking  comjiany,  incorporated  for  private  benefit. 
The  bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  cliarttred  (or  great  public 
purposes,  as  an  agent,  deemed  neces.-aiy  to  the  fedtrul  govern- 
ment, in  the  efficient  exercise  of  its  high  preiogative,  to  fix  tlie 
value  of  money,  and  thereby  secure  the  benefits  of  a  ;»ound  cir- 
culating medium  lo  the  conlederacy. 

It  was  designed  to  aid  the  treasury  department  to  collect  con- 
veniently and  disburse  the  national  revt.iiue — of  its  stock  the 
United  States  hold  seven  millions  of  dollars.  And  its  notes  are 
by  law  made  receivable,  at  par  value,  in  payment  of  all  dues  to 
the  government.  Concede,  as  we  must,  that  the  bank  was  es- 
tablished for  great  public  ends,  and  that  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  union,  and  as  such  has  power 
to  visit  and  inspect  all  departments  of  the  federal  government, 
to  correct  their  abuses,  reform  their  errors,  and  confine  the  ex- 
ercises of  their  powers  within  the  limits  prescribed  l>y  law  to 
each,  and  it  follows  that  the  house  has  power  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  minute  and  full  inquiry  into  all  the  multiform 
operations  of  this  powerful  corporation. 

But  that  there  might  be  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  Ihe  power 
here  contended  for,  it  has  been  expressly  reserved  in  the  23d 
section  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  which  provides,  "That  it 
shall  be  at  all  times,  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  house  of 
congress  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not." 

The  language  in  which  this  authority  of  the  house  is  describ- 
ed, is  so  plain  anil  so  full,  that  an  attempt  to  illustrate  it  appears 
to  be  supererogatory.  The  committee  to  be  appointed  are  to  "in- 
spect the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corpo- 
ration" without  exception.  The  section  contains  no  reserved 
power  to  the  bank  to  designate  the  place  where,  or  the  persons! 
in  whose  presence  the  examination  shall  be  made.  These  modes 
of  exercising  the  main  power  are  necessarily,  as  its  incidents, 
dependent  oil  the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  with  whom  it  is 
lodged.  A  contrary  construction  would  make  either  or  both 
houses  of  congress  dependent  on  the  agent,  whose  conduct  is  to 
be  the  subject  of  inspection. 

If  the  bank  can  attach  any  conditions  to  its  exercise,  not 
found  in  the  charter,  then  it  could  render  nugatory  the  power, 
by  which  it  was  intended  it  should  be  checked  atid  controlled. 
That  the  great  conservative  purposes  for  which  such  commit- 
tees of  investigation  were  to  be  appointed  might  not  be  thus 
defeated,  the  extent  and  character  of  their  inquiries  are  rightly 
made  to  depend  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism  and  justice,  of  either 
house  of  congress. 

The  only  restriction  to  be  found  in  that  clause  of  the  bank 
charter  which  we  are  considering,  is  that  which  relates  lo  the 
committee,  and  not  to  the  house;  and  has  reference,  not  to  the 
extent  of  the  examination,  but  to  the  character  of  the  repoit 
to  be  made.  The  committee  is  directed  to  report  amongst 
other  things,  "whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not."  The  object  of  this  specific  requirement  is  to 
be  found  in  another  clause  of  the  same  section  of  the  charier, 
which  provides,  "whenever  any  committee  as  aforesaid,  shall 
find  and  report,  or  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  shall  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  he 
lawful  for  congress  to  direct,  or  the  president  lo  order  a  scire 
facias  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  calling  on  the  said 
corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby  grant- 
ed, shall  not  be  declared  forfeited." 

But  if  there  ever  had  been  a  well-founded  doubt  as  to  tiie  true 
and  fair  construction  of  this  reserved  power  of  tlie  house,  the 
committee  did  suppose  it  had  been  long  since  yielded. 

In  1818,  Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  offered  to  the  house  of 
representatives  a  resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank.  In  the  debate  to  which  that  resolution  gave 
rise,  the  opinions  now  entertained  by  your  committee,  were 
well  expressed  by  many  distinguished  gentlemen.  For  present- 
ing short  extracts  from  one  of  ihe  speeches  then  made,  no  apolo- 
gy, it  is  supposed,  will  be  needed.  Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he 
had  no  "apprehension  of  defect  of  power  in  the  house  lo  pro- 
secute the  inquiry  in  the  terms  proposed.  He  had  no  doubt  of 
the  power  of  the  house,  if  the  public  interest  required  it,  to  di- 
rect the  committee  to  make  such  a  report.  The  nation,  said 
he,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the 
bank;  our  duty  to  the  people  whom  we  represent,  the  nation's 
interest,  as  owners  of  a  large  portion  of  the  stock,  its  interests 
in  the  revenues  being  wholly  payable  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
will  justify  a  constant  and  vigilant  attention  to  its  proceedings. 
If  there  had  been  a  doubt  uhethcr  the  conduct  of  the  bank  had 
been  proper  or  not,  the  house  was  fully  justified  in  investigat- 
ing into  the  facts,  and  inquiring  whether  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted or  not.  He  would  vote  for  an  inquiry  in  its  broadest 
shape." 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  adopted,  and  a  committee 
appointed,  who  visited  the  principal  bank  at  Philadelphia  and 
some  of  its  branches.  They  had  free  unrestrained  access  lo  the 
hooks  and  papers  of  the  bank.  They  were  furnished  by  the  of- 
ficers with  such  extrnpts  and  copies  from  the  books  and  papers 
as  they  called  for.  They  summoned  before  them  the  directors 
and  officers  of  the  bank,  and  examined  them  on  oath  touching 
their  conduct  and  proceedings.    And  the  committee  made  to 
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lh«  house,  on  the  I61I1  January,  1819,  an  elaborate  report,  from 
which  we  learn  lliai  tliuir  inquirict  hiid  been  cbiefly  directed  '■'■to 
tttAi  GENERAL  ma'nageinent  of  the  bank  and  the  coiiduct  of  its  of- 
ficers." The  traiisaclions  of  (irivate  ciiizniy  wiih  llie  bank 
were  IhtJii  freely  ajid  fully  <xamiiied.  Individual  tratis;iciii)iis 
.of  the  {(resident  and  duciHors  ol'  llie  bank,  in  liie  pnicha-e  of 
its  etock,  were  fully  investigated,  and  tiio.~e  officers  sworn  and 
required  to  testify  beloi«  tlie  eoniniiUi'f .  Tboiigli  deeply  affect- 
ed, peroonally  and  oflicially,  by  linsc;  diiVflupnients,  tlu.y  never 
hCisitated  or  objected  to  obey  the  inocesa  or  to  give  their  testi- 
uiony. 

The  names  of  the  borrovters  from  the  bank  were  published 
without  scruple,  with  tlie  amount  of  money  due  from  each, 
whenever  and  not  otherwise,  such  a  publication  was  deemed 
necessary  to  illustrate  tin:  improper  conduct  or  mal-administra- 
tion  of  its  officers. 

This  precedent,  to  which  the  committee  of  1832  strictly  con- 
formed, is  entitled  to  high  respect  from  the  eminent  character 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  established,  and  who  have  justly  en- 
joyed high  reputations  for  purity  of  purpose  and  distinguished 
attainments. 

If  any  additional  reason  for  deference  to  this  contempora- 
neous construction  of  the  2'M  section  of  the  charter  be  neces- 
eary,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  directors  of  the  bank 
in  1819  themselves  assented  to  it.  'J'hey  conc(;ded  to  the  com- 
mittee ot  the  house  the  right  to  inspt  ct  all  their  boidts  and 
papers  in  such  nianner  as  that  committee  thought  just  and  pro- 
per. Besides,  those  who  now  have  the  management  of  the 
,J)ajik,  in  1832,  without  question  of  right,  without  hesitation, 
witliQvit  protest,  produced  for  the  inspection  of  the  committee 
of  the  house,  all  their  books,  papers,  correspondence  and  ac- 
counts, and  appeared  when  summoned,  and  tesiiiied  on  (talh 
touching  the  transactions  of  the  institution  under  their  control. 
With  these  preliminary  observations  (or  which  it  is  believed 
ample  apology,  if  any  be  required,  will  be  found  in  the  subse- 
quent portion  of  this  rejKirt,  the  eummitlee  will  proceed  with 
ji  brief  analysis  of  their  proceedjngs  in  the  execuli.m  of  the 
jduties  devcdved  on  them,  showing  the  unexpected  obstacles 
interposed  by  the  managers  of  the  bank,  to  the  progress  of  tlie 
^examination,  and  their  repeated  refusal,  in  violation  of  their 
charter,  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  permit  their  books  and  papers  to  be 
inspected  or  tlieir  proceedings  to  be  examiyed. 

The  purposes  for  which  your  committee  were  appointed,  are 
^ated  so  distinctly  in  the  resolution  of  the  house,  that  they 
have  experienced  no  embarrassment  in  deciding  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  duties  imposed.  They  are  required  1st,  to  ascertain, 
if  practicable,  the  cause  of  tin;  comntercial  embarrassments  and 
distress  complained  of  by  niinienius  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  sundry  memorials  which  have  be(.n  presented  to  con- 
j;ress  at  the  present  session,  and  whether  the  bank  has  had  any 
agency  through  its  management  or  money,  itt  producing  the  ex- 
isting pressure. 

2d.  To  inquire  whether  the  charter  of  the  hank  of  the  United 
States  has  been  violated,  and  what  corruptions  and  abuses  liave 
existed  in  its  management. 

3J.  To  exantine  whether  the  bank  has  used  its  corporate 
.power  or  nioniy  to  control  the  press— to  interfere  in  politics,  or 
influence  elections. 

The  powers  designed  to  be  conferred  on  the  committee,  if 
they  could  have  been  exerci-ed  aie  adequate  to  the  perfurmance 
of  tlie  duties  enjoined;  they  were  authorised  to  send  for  persons 
^nd  papers;  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on  oath — to  visit 
if  necessary  the  principal  bank  and  its  branches — and  to  inspect 
the  books,  correspondence,  accounts,  and  other  papers  connect- 
ed with  its  management.  Such  are  the  duties  and  the  powers 
of  your  committee,  conferred,  on  them  by  the  house  with  ex- 
tr.aordinary  unanimity,  and  which  your  committee  felt  bound  to 
regard,  as  consi.-tent  with  the  chartered  rights  of  the  corporators 
and  their  debtors. 

Under  a  deep  sense  of  respectful  obedience  to  the  decision  of 
the  hous(!  of  representatives  thus  solemnly  expressed,  and  feel- 
ing that  they  had  no  right  to  question  its  justice  or  propriety,  your 
committee  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  on  the  22d  April,  to  com- 
mence the  performance  of  their  duties. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  their  chairman  addressed  to  the  president 
of  the  bank,  a  communication,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolu 
lion  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  notifying  him  of  the 
readiness  of  the  committee  to  visit  the  hank  on  the  ensuing  day, 
at  any  hour  agreeable  to  him.  !n  reply,  the  president  informed 
the  committee  that  the  papers  thus  rec<!ived  should  be  submitted 
to  the  board  of  directors,  at  a  :<i)ecial  meeting  to  be  called  for 
JEhat  purpose.  It  appears,  in  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
,the  committee,  herewith  presented  to  the  house,  that  this  was 
(hme,and  that  (he  directors  appointed  a  committee  of  seven  of 
their  board,  to  receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  to  offer  for  their  inspection  such  books  and  papers 
of  the  bank,  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  the  proceedings  of 
the  corporation,  according  to  the  reiiuiremmit  of  the  charter.  In 
the  letter  of  John  Sergeant.  e.«q.  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
director?,  conmiunicating  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  lie  says 
^hal  he  was  directed  to  inform  the  chairman  of  this  committee, 
that  the  committee  of  the  dircictors  "will  iirrmediately  directthe 
necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  committee  of  the  house  of  reprc^sentatives,"  and  would  at- 
tend at  the  bank  to  receive  (bein  the  next  day,  at  11  o'clock. 
Your  committee  attended,  and  yvcrc  receivei^  by , the  com|u.itlce 
pf  directors. 


Up  to  this  period,  nothing  hart  occurred  to  Justify  the  betie 
that  a  disposition  was  felt,  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  the 
batik,  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  or  have 
them  conducted  differimtly  from  those  of  the  two  preceding  com - 
initiees  of  investigation.  On  assembling,  however,  the  next 
morning,  at  ihe  biuik,  they  found  the  room  which  had  been  ol- 
fered  for  their  acconnnodation,  preoccupied  by  the  committee 
of  the  board,  Vvith  the  presidetit  of  the  bank,  as  an  ex  officio 
member,  claiming  the  right  to  be  present  at  the  inve.-tigaiions 
and  examinations  of  this  committee.  'JMiis  proceeding  the  com- 
mittee were  not  prepared  to  expi'ct.  When  the  appointment  of 
Ihe  committee  of  seven  was  first  made,  it  was  supposed  that 
that  measure,  however  designed,  was  not  well  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  examination. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  were  believed  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate agents  of  the  board  of  directors  to  exhibit  their  books  and 
papers.  By  them  the  entries  in  the  books  are  made,  and  by 
them  such  entries  are  most  readily  explained.  It  is  their  duty 
too,  to  be  daily  at  the  banking  house,  and  on  that  account  they 
could  assist  in  the  examination  more  readily  than  the  committee 
of  directors. 

These  objections  to  the  special  agents  of  the  board,  were  felt 
and  expressed,  but  they  were  waived,  and  no  disposition  had 
been  manifested  or  felt  by  your  committee,  to  conduct  the  ex- 
amination in  any  manner  not  entirely  acceptable  to  the  board. 
Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  did  think  that  a 
decent  respect  for  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  much  more 
lor  the  di:zniiy  of  that  body  from  which  all  their  powers  were 
derived,  might  have  induced  the  committee  of  directors  to  for- 
bear to  make  them  feel  an  entire  want  of  control  over  their  own 
room.  Witlia  previous  determination  to  be  present  when  their 
books  were  to  be  inspected,  they  could  have  waited  to  avow  it 
until  these  books  were  called  for,  and  the  attemi»t  made  to  in- 
si'.ect  them  in  their  absence.  These  circumstances  are  now  re- 
viewed, because  they  then  excited  an  apprehension,  which  the 
sequel  formed  into  conviction,  that  this  committee  of  directors 
had  been  appointed  to  supervise  the  acts  and  doings  of  yonr 
committee,  and  to  limit  and  restrain  their  proceedings,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
house,  but  the  will  and  judgment  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Your  committee  have  chosen  to  ascribe  this  claim  of  the  conf>- 
mittee  of  directors,  to  sit  conjointly  with  them,  to  the  desire  to 
prevent  them  from  making  use  of  the  books  and  papers,  for  some 
of  the  purposes  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the  house. 
They  are  sensible  that  this  claim  to  be  present  at  all  examina- 
tions, avowed  prematurely,  and  subsequently  persisted  in  with 
peculiar  pertinacity,  could  he  attributed  to  very  different  mo- 
tives; but  respect  for  themselves,  and  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  the  committee  of  directors,  utterly  forbids  the 
ascription  to  them  of  a  feeling  which  would  merit  compassion 
and  contempt  much  more  than  resentment. 

This  novel  position,  voluntarily  and  deliberately  taken  by  the 
committee  of  .the  directors,  predicated  on  an  idea  of  equality  of 
rights  with  your  committee,  under  yoi^r  resolution,  rendered  it 
probable,  and  in  some  measure  necessary,  that  your  committee 
should  express  its  opinions  of  the  relative  rights  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  house  of  representatives.  To  avoid  all  misunder- 
standing and  future  misrepresentations,  it  was  desirable  that 
each  question  should  be  decided  separately.  Contemplating  an 
extended  investigation,  but  unwilling  that  an  apprehension 
should  exist  of  improper  disclosures  being  made  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  bank  and  its  customers,  your  committee,  following 
the  example  of  the  committee  of  1832,  adopted  a  resolution  de- 
claring that  their  proceedings  should  be  confidential,  until  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  committ^,  and  also  a  resolution  that  the 
committee  would  conduct  its  investigations  "without  the  pre- 
sence of  any  person  not  required  or  invited  to  attend."  A  copy 
of  these  resolutions  was  furnished  to  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors, in  the  hope  that  the  exclusive  control  of  a  room  at  the 
bank,  during  its  hours  of  business,  would  thereafter  be  conceded 
to  your  committee,  while  the  claim  of  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors to  be  present  when  the  books  were  submitted  for  inspec- 
tion, should  be  postponed  for  decision,  when  the  books  were 
called  for  and  produced  by  thetn. 

On  the  28th  ult.  this  committee  assembled  at  the  banking 
house,  and  again  found  the  room  they  expected  to  find  set  apart 
for  their  use,  preoccupied  by  the  committee  of  directors,  and 
others,  officers  of  the  bank.  And  instead  of  such  assurances  as 
tli<!y  had  a  right  to  expect,  they  received  copies  of  two  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  board  of  directors,  in  which  they  were 
given  to  understand  that  theircontinued  occupation  of  the  room 
must  be  considered  a  favor,  and  not  a  matter  of  right;  and  in 
which  the  board  indulge  in  unjust  commentaries  on  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  intimate  an  appre- 
hension that  your  committee  design  to  make  their  examinations 
secret,  partial,  unjust,  oppressive  and  contrary  to  common  right. 
WlicMi  this  communication  had  been  read,  your  committee 
adjourned  to  meet  at  their  own  chamber,  at  the  North  American 
hotel.  Notwithstanding  all  that  had  occurred,  the  correspon- 
d(!nce  with  the  committee  of  directors  was  continued.  If  in 
doing  so  an  error  was  committed,  let  it  be  imputed  to  the  belief 
that  great  forbearance  well  became  the  committee  of  the  imine- 
diale  representatives  of  the  people. 

While  it  was  thus  doubtful  whether  a  room  could  be  obtained 
in  the  banking  house,  without  conditions   beinc  attached  dero- 
gatory to  the  tights  and  dignity  of  the  house,  and  a  concession 
1  in  advance  of  a  claim  set  up  by  ll^e  bank,  which  jnight  seriously 
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incominodo  your  coiniiiitiee  in  their  business,  ilu-y  determined 
to  execute  your  resolution,  if  practicable,  without  intruding  on 
tlie  directors  of  the  bank;  they  therefore,  required  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors,  in  writing,  to  submit  for  the  inspection  of 
the  committee,  at  their  committee  room,  on  the  'M  day  of  May, 
certain  books  and  papers  of  tlie  bank,  which  might  have  been 
thus  produced  witliout  interruption  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  bank.  The  requisition,  in  terms  implied  tlie  presence  of 
the  directors  or  their  committee. 

On  the  day  named,  the  board  addressed  a  written  comrniirii- 
calion  to  the  committee,  declaring,  "that  they  cannot  comply 
with  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  c<»mmlUee  of  investiga- 
tion which  requires  that  certain  books  of  tlie  bank  be  sent  to 
the  North  American  hotel,  this  day,  at  11  o'clock." 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  liiat  this  refusal  of  the  board 
of  directors  to  submit  the  books  of  the  bank  to  tiie  inspeelion  of 
your  committee,  is  a  violation  of  the  bank  charter,  and  a  cou- 
tenifit  of  the  laws  and  authority  of  tiie  house  of  representatives. 

Tlie  reasons  for  this  opinion  need  not  be  here  repeated  or  en- 
larged. 

It  has  been  maintained,  and  is  insisted,  that  the  right  to  in- 
spect the  bosks  of  the  bank,  carries  with  it  the  power  to  per- 
form that  office  out  of  the  banking  house,  if  it  cannot  be  done 
conveniently  and  effectually  therein,  and  your  committee  can- 
not perceive  that  just  ground  of  complaint  exists  against  a  claim 
of  power,  in  a  committee  of  either  house  of  congress,  which,  by 
the  laws,  and  with  a  wise  regard  to  the  public  interest,  is  con- 
ceded to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  both  the  federal  and  titate  go- 
vernments. 

The  facts  already  stated,  demonstrate  that  a  room  could  not 
be  procured  in  the  bank  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  with- 
out a  concession  not  to  be  recalled,  which  would  have  made 
your  committee  dependent  on  the  courtesy  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank  at  every  step  of  the  inquiry,  and  the  various  communica- 
tions received  fnnn  the  directors  and  their  committee,  annexed 
to  this  report,  will  fully  corroborate  this  statement. 

Having  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  procuring  the  books 
of  the  bank  for  inspection,  at  their  committee  room,  your  com 
mittee  felt  it  to  be  their  duly  to  demand  their  submission  for 
that  purpose,  at  the  bank,  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
bank,  the  usual  and  general  agents  of  the  corporation.  For 
that  purpose,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  having  apprised  the  com- 
mittee of  directors  of  their  intention,  at  one  o'clock,  they  repair- 
ed to  the  bank  and  then  required  the  president  and  cashier, 
each  of  them  respectively,  to  produce  certain  of  the  books  of 
the  bank,  for  inspection  of  the  committee.  This  was  refused 
by  each  of  those  officers,  for  reasons  stated  in  writing,  and  to  be 
found  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

In  this  refusal,  your  committee  believe  there  was  a  substan- 
tial violation  of  the  bank  charter,  and  a  contempt  against  the 
authority  of  the  house  committed. 

They  are  of  opinion,  that  your  committee  were  under  no  ob- 
Jjgation  of  right  to  recognise  any  agent  of  the  bank  other  than 
those  generally  known  as  such,  and  make  their  duty  and  light 
to  inspect  the  books  depend  on  the  convenience  or  caprice  of 
such  deputation. 

If  such  be  the  fact,  then  thp  examinations  of  the  bank  will,  in 
all  cases,  depend  on  the  disposition  of  the  directors  to  have  their 
proceedings  examined. 

Having  been  thus  denied,  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  hav- 
ing been  informed  by  the  directors,  that  they  were  not  aware  of 
having  declined  to  furnish  a  room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
committee,  your  committee,  sincerely  desirous  to  meet  the 
wishes  and  directions  of  the  house,  believed  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  seek  another  interview  with  the  committee  of  directors,  and 
by  arrangement,  met  the  committee  of  the  board,  at  the  bank, 
on  the  7ih  day  of  May,  at  an  hour  fixed  by  themselves. 

Your  committee  then  and  there,  in  writing,  required  of  the 
committee  of  tlie  board,  to  produce  to  your  committee,  for  in- 
spection, certain  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  to  enable  your 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  representations  made  by 
the  government  directors  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  congress;  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  board  of  direc- 
tors had  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by  authorising  the  ex- 
ercise of  illegal  powers  by  their  committees  or  officers,  and 
whether  the  bank  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  present  pressure,  or  has  used  its  cor- 
porate power  or  money  to  control  the  press,  to  interfere  in  po- 
litics, or  influence  elections. 

Without  giving  a  specific  answer  to  these  calls  for  books  and 
papers,  the  committee  of  directors  presented  a  written  commu- 
nication, which  was  said  to  be  "indicative  of  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding deemed  right  by  the  bank." 

The  committee  of  the  board  in  that  communication,  express 
the  opinion,  that  the  inquiry  can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to 
alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  and  deny  virtually  the  right  of 
the  house  of  representatives  to  authorise  the  inquiries  required 
in  the  resolution. 

They  also  required  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  "when 
they  asked  for  books  and  papers,  to  state  specifically  in  writing, 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be  inspected;  and 
if  it  be  to  establish  a  violation  of  the  charter,  then  to  state  spe- 
cifically in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  supposed  violations 
of  charter,  to  which  the  evidence  is  alleged  to  be  applicable." 

To  this  extrfioidinary  r(;quirement,  made  on  the  supposition 
that  your  committee  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  crimination, 
or  prosecution  for  criminal  off"ence,  and  implying  a  right  on  the 
part  of  the  directors  to  determine  fur  what  purposes  the  inspec- 


tion should  be  made,  and  what  books  or  papers  should  be  bub- 
initted  to  inspection,  your  committee  replied,  that  they  were 
not  charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  bank,  ite  director:^, 
or  others;  but  simply  to  iiiqiiiri;,  amongst  other  things,  whether 
any  prosecution  in  legal  form  should  be  instituted,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  duties,  and  the  insiiuctionsof  the  liouse  of  repr«v- 
sentatives,  they  were  not  bound  to  state  specifically  in  writing 
any  charges  against  the  bank,  or  any  ^pecial  purpose  f<»r  which 
they  required  the  production  of  the  books  and  papers  for  ini^pec- 
tion. 

A  specific  answer  was  requested  to  tiie  calls  which  had  been 
made. 

The  committee  of  the  board,  after  deliberation,  made  n  com- 
munication to  your  committee,  in  writing,  in  which  they  an- 
nounced their  purjtose  to  adhere  to  their  resolution,  and  lefused 
to  submit  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  required  by  your 
committee  to  be  produced  (or  their  inspection. 

These  calls  were  made  in  the  bank,  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  committee  of  the  board,  and  then  and  there  a  compliance  , 
with  them  was  lefused.  Not  feeling  aulhori.-;od  to  regard  this 
unexpected  and  unequivocal  refusal  as  the  act  of  the  board  of 
directors,  your  committee  submitted  the  proceedings  of  their 
committee  to  the  board,  and  they  were  by  the  board  "fully  ap- 
proved and  sanctioned." 

In  this  act  of  refusal,  which  nothing  that  had  occurred  had 
prepared  them  to  anticipate,  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  violated,  and  a  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives  committed. 

Your  committee,  acting  under  the  inslrirctions  of  the  liousf: 
of  representatives,  without  power  to  modify  or  enlarge  them, 
charged  to  inquire,  and  not  authorised  to  accuse  or  to  arraign, 
except  in  their  report  to  the  house  itself;  armed  with  but  the 
limited  authority  of  a  committee,  unauthorsied  to  punish,  were 
necessarily  compelled  to  the  conclusion,  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
obstructions  already  detailed,  they  could  not  efficiently  prose- 
cute the  inquiries  with  which  they  were  charged,  without  tlie 
aid  of  the  power  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Anxious,  however,  to  perform  their  duty  without  complahit 
to  the  house,  and  in  conformity  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  investigation  of  1819  and  183-2,  your  committee 
called  on  the  bank,  in  a  series  of  resolutions,  to  furnish  state- 
ments, aiid  certain  extracts  and  copies  from  their  books  and 
papers,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  were  all  inii- 
inaiely  connected  with  their  duties,  and  many  of  them  indis- 
pensable to  afford  to  the  house  of  representatives  the  informa- 
tion which  they  had  directed  your  committee  to  obtain. 

The  first  of  these  was  responded  to  by  the  committee  of  di- 
rectors, and  the  information  furnished.  Though  useful,' it  was 
comparatively  unimportant. 

The  board  of  directors,  after  deliberation,  refused  to  comply 
witli  the  other  calls,  for  reasons  which  will  be  found  in  their 
resolution  in  the  appendix,  and  which  reasons  deserve  exami- 
nation, as  manifesting  the  deliberate  purpose  of  the  directors  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration in  the  latitude  required  by  your  resolution. 

They  say,  that  the  board  of  directors  d«)  not  feel  themselves 
at  liberty  to  comply  with  tlie  requirement  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  because  "part"  of  the  copies  called  for  "relate  to 
matters  over  which  the  board  have  no  control." 

This  reason,  it  is  plain,  cannot  have  had  much  weight  in  pro- 
ducing the  decision  of  the  board.  If  only  a  part  of  the  informa- 
tion desired  was  beyond  the  control  of  the  board,  that  fact  could 
have  been  stated,  and  this  committee  would  have  cheerfully  re- 
ceived the  residue. 

9d.  The  board  say,  they  cannot  comply,  because  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so  "within  any  reasonable  time, 
having  ascertained,  by  a  careful  examination,  that  the  copies 
and  statements  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo 
alone,  would  require  the  uuLirterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for 
at  least  ten  months."  ' 

This  reason,  it  is  also  fair  to  presume,  could  not  have  materi- 
ally influenced  the  decision  of  the  board.  If,  in  truth,  an  entire 
compliance  witii  all  the  resolutions  would  require  great  labor, 
still  that  did  not  justify  the  refusal  to  comply  with  any  one  of 
them.  Besides,  the  whole  objection  could  have  been  obviated 
by  the  employment  of  more  clerks  than  two,  the  compensation 
to  whom,  if  paid  either  by  the  bank  or  this  committee,  would 
have  been  well  expended  in  gratifying  the  requirement  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

3d.  The  board  say  they  cannot  "comply,  inasmuch  as  in  re- 
spect to  a  part  of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the 
same  as  the  surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and 
ex  parte  examination." 

Who  can  read  this  last  reason  for  refusing,  given  by  the  di- 
rectors, and  fail  to  perceive  that  this  committee  is  justified  in 
declaiing,  that  without  the  aid  of  compulsory  process,  they  can- 
not obey  the  directions  of  the  house.  If  extracts  from  their  own 
books  made  by  their  own  clerks,  will  not  be  furnished,  because 
they  miaht  he.  used  to  conduct  an  ea?  parte  examination,  what 
benefit  could  this  committee  expect  to  derive  by  access  to  the 
books  themselves.' 

Permission  to  take  extracts  for  themselves  could,  and  proba- 
bly would,  be  denied  for  the  same  reasons;  and  a  committee  of 
the  house,  without  power  to  compel  obedience  to  its  demands, 
would  have  power  to  make  no  use  of  the  books,  which  was  not 
approved  by  the  directors  themselves.  And  the  house  will  he  at 
no  loss  to  determine  what  latitude  they  would  be  willing  to  give 
their  inquiiies.    And  without  authentic  extracts,  such  as  were 


224     NILES'  REGISTER— MAY   31,  1884— REPORTS  ON  THE  U.  STATES  BAKK 


unhesitatingly  furnislied  by  the  bank  to  both  the  former  com- 
mittees of  investigation,  your  committee  could  very  imperfect- 
ly convey  to  the  liouse  the  grounds  of  their  conclusions,  or  the 
result  of  their  inspection  and  examination. 

fn  what  condition,  then,  is  your  committee  placed?  The 
house  have  commanded  them  to  inquire  "vvliat  corruptions  and 
abuses  have  existed  in  liie  management  of  tlie  bank,"  whether 
it  has  used  "its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  interfere  in  po- 
litics, or  influence  elections." 

To  do  this,  they  have  attempted  to  use  the  only  means  that 
can,  by  possibility,  enable  them  to  fulfil  this  duty;  and  they  are 
refused  by  the  directors  access  to  tliose  means  which  are  in 
their  custody,  and  which,  by  their  charter,  they  are  bound  to 
furnish;  because,  say  they,  the  inquiry  this  committee  has  been 
charged  to  make,  "can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged 
violations  of  the  charter."  And  even  these  violations  of  char- 
ter are  not  to  be  inquired  of  until  the  board  is  furnished  with  "a 
specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be  ifiquired  into." 
Should  supposed  violations  of  charter  be  specifically  charged, 
then  the  directors  are  to  decide  whether  the  facts,  if  true  as  stat- 
ed, would  amount  to  technical  violations  of  charier,  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  your  committee  be  permitted  to  "proceed 
with  them  in  order  as  stated."  It  must  be  s-aid,  that  these  pre- 
tences, by  which  the  bank  would  justify  its  bold  disregard  of  the 
provisions  of  its  charter,  are.  in  themselves,  derogatory  to  the 
dignity,  and  contemptuous  to  the  authority,  of  the  house,  to 
which  it  in  part  owes  its  being. 

The  committee  believe,  that  these  proceedings  of  the  bank 
directors,  denying  vital  and  essential  powers  to  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  asserting,  in  effect,  a  paramount  and  control- 
ling authority  over  both  in  executing  a  power,  devised  as  a 
check  upon  the  bank  itself,  would  justify  a  more  extended 
comment.  But  confiding  in  the  disposition  of  the  house  to 
maintain  its  own  rights  and  dignity,  and  to  sustain  your  com- 
mittee in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  present  as  a 
part  of  this  report  the  various  resolutions  adopted  by  your  com- 
mittee, with  those  received  from  the  agents  of  the  bank,  as  an 
appendix,  declaratory  of  the  powers  believed  to  be  possessed, 
and  the  purposes  of  your  committee. 

They  believe  that  these  resolutions  will,  of  themselves,  vin- 
dicate their  conduct  and  proceedings  frotn  all  those  imputations 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  various  communications  ol  the  di- 
rectors, and  their  committee,  and  will  serve  to  show  that  they 
have  afforded  no  justification  whatever  for  the  extraordinary 
position  ultimately  taken  by  the  committee  of  directors  and  the 
board.  But  that  their  determination  not  to  permit  any  conduct 
of  theirs  not  involving  breach  of  chatter,  to  be  investigated, 
must  have  been  entertained  long  before  it  was  made  known  to 
your  committee — and  that  it  was  not  communicated  until  every 
other  means  of  preventing  the  examination  had  proved  unavail- 
ing. But  for  this  conduct,  which  your  committee  cannot  re- 
gard as  distinguished  by  frankness  and  candor,  the  absence  of 
your  committee,  from  their  duties  in  the  house,  would  have 
heen  of  much  shorter  continuance. 

Believing  they  had  now  exhausted,  in  their  efforts  to  execute 
the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  all  reasonable  means  depending 
sokly  upon  the  provisions  of  the  bank  charter,  to  obtain  the  in- 
spection of  the  books  of  this  corporation,  your  committee  were 
at  last  reluctantly  compelled  to  resort  to  the  subpoenas  which 
had  been  furnished  to  them  under  the  seal  of  this  house,  and 
attested  by  its  clerk.  They,  thereby, on  the  9th  inst.  directed 
the  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  to  summon 
Nicholas  Biddle,  president,  and  thirteen  other  persons,  directors 
of  the  bank,  to  attend  at  their  committee  room,  on  the  next  day, 
at  12o'clock,at  noon,  to  testify  concerning  the  matters  of  vvhicli 
your  committee  were  authorised  to  inquire,  and  to  bring  with 
them  certain  books  therein  named  for  inspection.  T'he  marshal 
served  the  summons  in  due  form  of  law,  and  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, the  persons  therein  named  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee and  presented  a  written  communication  signed  by  each 
of  them,  as  the  answer  of  each  to  the  requirements  of  the  sub- 
poena, (which  is  in  the  appendix  to  this  report).  In  this  paper 
they  declare  "that  they  do  not  produce  the  books  required,  be- 
cause they  are  not  in  the  custody  of  either  of  us,  but  as  has 
been  heretofore  stated,  of  the  board,"  and  add,  "considering 
that  as  corporators  and  directors,  we  are  parties  to  the  proceed- 
ing—we do  not  consider  ourselves  bound  to  testify,  and  there- 
fore respectfully  decline  to  do  so." 

Your  committee  will  not  dwell  long  to  answer  these  techni- 
cal excuses  for  this  contempt  of  the  lawful  mandate  of  the 
house.  They  are  to  be  fouiul  at  large  in  the  written  document 
above  retnrred  to.  Most  of  tliem,  it  is  believed,  have  been  al- 
ready satisfactorily  answered.  The  two  novel  excuses  herein 
saet  forth,  cannot  but  be  condemned  as  insufiicient.  The  first 
is  founded  on  a  very  refined  distinction  between  the  power  of 
the  directors  as  persons  and  as  corporators.  The  same  persons 
have  and  have  not  power  to  submit  the  books.  As  corporators, 
the  custody  of  the  books  is  in  them;  but  as  individuals,  although 
collectively  assembled,  the  same  books  are  not  under  their  con- 
trol. Thus,  by  an  attenuated  technicality,  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  house  is  to  be  defit'd.  If,  in  one  room  of  the  bank  they 
must  be  esteemed  as  "individual  citizens,"  who  may  lawfully 
disregard  a  yubpoena  duces  tecum,  because  they  have  not  the 
hook  demanded — if,  in  another  room  of  the  same  house,  by  a 
transmigration  not  known  to  heathen  philosophy,  tiieir  identity 
is  gone;  they  have  become  mere  ideal  creatures,  on  which  not 
even  the  subpoena  ad  testificandum  can  be  acrved.  To  make  this 


excuse  still  more  extraordinary  Jet  it  be  remembered  that  seven 
of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  it  is  offered  had  been  appointed  by 
the  board  of  directors  to  exhibit  the  books  of  the  bank  for  in- 
spection, and  ol  C(?urse  mast  have  had  the  right  to  that  exclu- 
sive possession  for  that  purpose. 

The  reason  assigned  for  the  refusal  to  be  sworn  is  parallel  with 
that  which  has  just  been  considered.  They  claim,  that,  as  cor- 
porators and  directors,  they  are  parties  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
house,  and  therefore  not  boond  to  give  testimony.  I  lis  a  humane 
rule  to  be  found  in  the  criminal  law,  which  declares  that  no  man 
shall  be  compelled  to  criminate  himself,  and  one  which  this 
committee  would  be  unwilling,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
deny,  but  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  principle  of  evi- 
dence which  will  excuse  a  person  for  refusing  to  give  lestiniony, 
simply  because  it  may  sjihjecl  him  to  a  civil  action. 

There  are  provisions  in  the  bank  charter,  making  the  direc- 
tors liable  to  a  civil  suit  if  proved  to  have  participated  in  certain 
transactions  therein  mentioned.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  suppos- 
ed that  any  thing  can  be  found  on  the  books  of  the  bank  that 
would  subject  the  directors  to  a  criminal  prosecution.  Even  if 
the  latter  supposition  be  not  entirely  without  foundation,  still  it 
is  insisted  that  a  witness  called  on  to  testify,  Biust  do  so,  unless 
the  court  or  other  tribunal  before  which  he  appears,  shall  ad- 
judge that  he  is  interested.  That  question  the  witness  cannot 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  himself,  otherwise  evidence  might  be 
withheld  without  good  cause.  As  to  the  supposition  that  the 
directors,  or  the  corporation  under  their  control,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered parlies  to  the  inquest  this  committee  was  directed  to 
institute,  it  has  already  been  answered  in  this  report,  and  needs 
no  further  reply.  If  the  inquest  had  been  prosecuted,  and  had 
satisfied  congress  or  the  president  that  a  scire  facias  ought  to 
issue,  then,  and  not  till  then,  could  the  bank  directors  become 
parties  to  the  proceedings,  and,  under  ihat  principle,  attempt  to 
conceal  transactions  known  only  to  themselves;  and  even  then 
their  books  might  be  used  as  evidence  against  them.  Justice 
requires  us  to  add,  that  the  directors,  while  they  protested 
against  our  right  to  examine  them,  declared  they  had  no  know- 
ledge, which,  if  a  necessary  rejjard  to  their  duties  and  the  rights 
of  others  permitted,  they  would  not  willingly  expose  without 
reserve. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  have 
not  imitated  the  course  of  the  directors  of  1819  and  1832,  by 
waiving  their  supposed  technical  rights,  and  inviting  an  bh re- 
strained examination  of  their  proceedings.  Such  conduct  could 
not  but  have  gained  public  approbation;  and  it  is  humbly  con- 
ceived, could  not  have  been  reasonably  objecied  to  by  any  per- 
sons having  business  with  the  institution.  If  such  had  been  the 
course  of  the  directors,  the  committee  hope  to  be  pardoned  for 
saying  it  was  their  purpose  to  have  endeavored  to  have  per- 
formed the  duties  which  had  been  enjoined,  thoroughly,  impar- 
tially, and  with  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  immutable  principles 
of  truth  and  justice. 

Thus,  your  committee  conclude,  the  just  power  and  authority 
of  the  house  of  representatives  have  been  set  at  naught,  defied 
and  contemned. 

Thus,  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
deliberately  violated,  by  repeated  refusals  of  the  directors  of 
that  corporation  to  submit  their  books  and  papers  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  this  committee. 

Thus  have  the  just  expectations  of  the  house  and  of  their  con- 
stituents been  disappointed,  and  all  means  of  obtaining  the  best 
and  most  accurate  information  concerning  the  operations  of  a 
controlling  moneyed  institution,  been  cut  off  and  denied. 

It  remains  for  the  house  and  the  country  to  decide  how  far 
this  conduct  of  that  directory  has  been  dictated  by  their  solemn 
duty,  as  declared,  to  protect  the  interests  of  others  committed 
specially  to  their  protection.  How  far  it  conforms  to  those 
principles  of  action  which  are  based  on  conscious  integrity  and 
uprightness  of  purpose,  which  defies  scrutiny,  and  invites  in- 
vestigation; and  how  far  it  shall  be  received  as  a  plea  of  guilty 
to  the  high  misdemeanors  which  they  insist  have  been  charged 
against  the  corporation  of  which  they  have  the  management  and 
control. 

These  grave  questions,  with  others  growing  out  of  the  trans- 
actions and  proceedings,  are  left  to  be  decided  by  the  house  of 
representatives. 

To  elicit  those  opinions,  the  following  resolutions  are  most 
respectfully  submitted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  by  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  right  was  expressly  reserved  to  either  house  of  con- 
gress, by  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  to  inspect  the  books, 
and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  hank,  as  well 
as  to  ascertain  if  at  any  time  it  has  violated  its  charter. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, passed  on  the  4th  of  April,  1834,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  with  full  powers  to  make  the  investigations  embrac- 
ed in  said  resolution,  was  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  of  said  bank  and  the  power  of  this  house. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  president  and  board  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  by  refusing  to  submit  for  inspection, 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  as  called  for  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  representatives,  have  contemned  the  legiti- 
mate authority  of  the  house,  asserting  for  themselves  powers 
and  privileges  not  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  their  charter, 
nor  in  fairness  deducible  from  any  of  the  terms  or  provisions  of 
that  instrument. 

4.  Resolved,  That  either  house  of  congress  has  the  right  to 
compel  the  producliou  of  any  such  books  or  papers  as  have  beea 
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called  for  by  their  committee,  and  also  to  compel  said  president 
and  directors  to  testily  to  s«ol)  interrogatories  as  were  necessa- 
ry to  a  full  and  perfect  understanding  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  at  any  period  within  the  leini  of  its  existence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  speaker  ol  this  hiiut^e  do  issue  his  war- 
rant to  llie  scrg«ant  at-arnis,  to  arrest  Nicholas  Diddle,  presi- 
dent, Manuel  Eyre,  Lawrence  Lewis,  Ambrose  While,  Daniel 
W.  Cox,  John  Holmes,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  Goddatd,  John 
R.  Nert",  William  Piatt,  Matthew  Newluik,  James  C.  Fisher, 
John  S.  Henry  and  John  Serj,'eant,  directors  of  the  bank  of  Hie 
United  States,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  this  house,  to  an- 
swer for  their  contempt  of  its  lawful  authority. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  Everett,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  appointed  to 

investigate  the  aflairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Sjiates,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  for  investigating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  having  differed  from 
their  colleagues  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  committee, 
and  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  investigation,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  grounds  of  this  difference,  and  their  reasons  for  not  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  twenty-third  section  of  the  law,  approved  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1816,  (commonly  called  the  bank  charter),  makes  the  fol- 
lowing provision:  "It  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a  commit- 
tee of  either  house  of  congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to 
inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
corporation  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provi- 
sions of  this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  violated  or  not." 
This  provision  is,  in  terms,  an  express  grant  ot  power  to  either 
house  of  congress;  and,  consequently,  but  for  this  grant,  neither 
house  would  have  possessed  the  power.  To  suppose  that  either 
house  of  congress  would  have  possessed  the  power,  although 
the  charter  had  been  silent  on  the  subject,  is  to  suppose  that 
so  much  of  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter  as  gives  the 
power,  is  mere  surplusage — an  unauthorised  and  inadmissible 
supposition. 

If  the  power  reserved  in  the  twenty-third  section  had  been 
already  possessed  by  eittier  house  of  congress,  it  must  have 
been  in  virtue  of  its  general  authority  to  institute  inquiries,  and 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  But  had  the  congress  who 
granted  the  charter  understood  that  this  authority  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  extended  to  the  inspection  of  the  books  of 
the  bank,  they  could  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  provide 
that  it  should  be  lawful,  at  any  time,  for  either  house  of  con- 
gress to  appoint  a  committee  for  such  inspection. 

The  resolution  passed  on  the  4lh  of  April  last,  under  which 
the  committee  of  investigation  was  appointed,  is  expressed  in 
the  following  terms: 

[The  resolution  will  be  found  at  the  commencement  of  the 
preceding  report.] 

Tlie  committee,  thus  appointed,  is  clothed  with  the  power 
granted  to  either  house  of  congress,  by  the  twenty  third  section 
of  the  charter,  the  same  being  given  to  it  by  the  express  words 
of  the  resolution,  which  authorises  it  to  "inspect  the  books,  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,"  and  "report 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not." 

Had  the  resolution  stopped  here,  its  interpretation  would  have 
been  easy.  It  would  have  been  (and  would  so  have  necessari- 
ly been  understood)  a  resolution  creating  a  committee  under 
the  power  granted  by  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter, 
and  for  the  precise  objects,  and  no  other,  therein  provided  for. 
But  the  resolution  of  the  house  goes  much  farther.  It  purports 
to  authorise  the  committee  to  engage  in  a  much  wider  range  of 
inquiry  than  the  violation  of  the  charter.  It  declares  the  objects 
of  investigation  to  be  three-fold,  viz:  1st,  the  causes  of  the 
commercial  embarrassment  and  distress  alleged  to  exist;  2d, 
violations  of  the  charter;  3d,  corruptions  and  abuses  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  bank,  of  which  several  are  alluded  to  in  very 
general  and  comprehensive  terms,  as  will  be  perceived  by  re- 
currence to  the  resolution  just  quoted.  Of  these  three  objects, 
the  second  only  is  the  one  on  which  a  committee,  raised  in  pur- 
suance of  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter,  is  authorised 
to  report. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  house  enumerates  objects  of  inquiry 
not  named  in  the  charter,  so  it  specifics  means  of  attaining  in- 
formation, not  provided  for  in  that  law.  It  authorises  the  com- 
mittee "to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the 
said  hank  and  branches." 

The  point  of  chief  question  in  this  matter  has  been,  what  ex 
tension  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  committee,  in  virtue  of 
the  twenty-third  section  of  the  law,  is  effected  by  this  addition 
ai  detail  of  the  objects  to  be  investigated,  and  of  the  means  for 
attaining  knowledge  concerning  them. 

The  subscribers  understand  their  colleagues,  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  to  claim,  under  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  an 
unlimited  power  of  inquiry  after  all  the  conceivable  corruptions 
and  malpractices  of  the  bank,  and  of  sending  for  the  Il^■rsons  of 
it«  officers  and  directors,  and  for  any  and  all  of  its  books  and 
papers,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  such  corruptions  and 
malpractices  exist.  The  subscribers  believe  that  no  such  pow 
er  of  general  search  is  given  to  the  committee  by  the  resolution: 
and  that  it  was  not  competent  for  either  lioii^^e  of  congress  to 
give  it.  In  their  difTirencp  ofopiniori  from  vheir  brethren  of  the 
«iaJoiity  an  tliis  licud,  will  be  found  the  chief  source  of  their 


dissent  from  most  of  the  important  measures  proposed  by  the 
committee. 

Before  explaining  their  views  more  distinctly,  they  would  ob- 
serve, to  avoid  all  misconceplion,  that  it  is  no  part  of  their  pur- 
pose to  maintain  that  the  power  of  the  coiiimiltee  is  contined  to 
an  inquiry,  whether  the  charter  of  the  bank  has  been  violated. 
The  undersigned  believe  it  is  compelent  for  the  house  to  inquire 
into  any  alleged  abuse  or  corruption  whatsoever,  to  the  utmost 
latitude  required  by  the  public  good, and  authorised  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  law.  They  believe  that  the  committee,  of 
which  they  are  members,  was  authorised  to  make  such  inqui- 
ries. They  believed,  however,  that  these  inquiries  were  to  be 
conducted  according  to  the  charter;  that  is,  according  to  law; 
and  according  to  those  general  principles  of  equity  and  consti- 
tutional right  which  cannot  be  transcended,  in  virtue  of  any  re- 
solution of  either  house  of  congress;  and  which  the  undersigned 
are  unwilling  to  believe  that  either  house  of  congress  could  at- 
tempt or  wish  to  transcend. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  as  they  think,  shown,  that  the 
provision  in  the  charter  is  a  grant  of  power,  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  possessed  by  either  house.  So  far,  there- 
fore, is  the  general  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers  from 
enlarging  the  charter  power,  that  this  latter  is  an  addition  to  the 
power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power,  there- 
fore, possessed  by  the  committee  under  the  charter,  and  recited 
in  the  resolution,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  extenued  or  enlarged 
by  any  thing  else  in  that  resolution.  No  limitation  imposed  by 
the  charter  upon  the  inquiry  which  the  committee  is  thereby 
authorised  to  make,  or  the  mode  of  making  it,  can  be  removed 
by  the  general  parliamentary  power  of  the  house  to  institute  in- 
vestigations, and  send  for  persons  and  papers.  It  vrould  be  an 
absurdity  to  make  a  charter  provision  for  extending  the  general 
powers  of  the  house,  and  then  to  seek  to  enlarge  the  powers 
conveyed  in  that  provision,  by  the  addition  of  something  else, 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  general  authority  of  the  house. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  charter  is  a 
contract  proposed  by  the  government  to  the  stockholders,  and 
voluntarily  entered  into  by  them.  This  power  of  visitation,  and 
of  subjecting  the  books  to  inspection,  is  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  contract,  onerous  to  the  stockholders.  To  altempt  to  en- 
large it  by  construction,  is  to  altempt,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
the  country,  to  interpolate  new  and  oppressive  conditions  into 
the  contract.  The  undersigned,  Iheretore,  maintain  that  a  re- 
solution of  one  house  of  congress,  passed  in  virtneof  its  general 
power  of  inquisition,  cannot  enlarge  the  specific  provisions  of 
a  law.  But  they  do  not  therefore  hold  that  this  committee 
could  not,  under  the  authority  of  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
inquire  into  any  other  matters  than  breaches  of  the  charter. 
They  maintain  only  that  this  is  a  power  to  be  exercised  agreea- 
bly to  law  and  justice;  that  it  is  not  an  absolute  inquisitorial 
power;  that  it  does  not  authorise  a  committee  of  either  house 
to  prosecute  a  secret  inquiry  of  indefinite  character,  after  any 
and  every  abuse,  probable  or  possible.  It  does  not  extend  the 
light  of  inspecting  the  books,  granted  for  one  purpose  alone,  so 
as  to  authorise  their  inspection  for  purposes  totally  different. 
It  does  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  committee  to  issue  warrants 
of  general  search,  and  compel  the  appearance  of  citizens,  and 
the  production  of  papers,  not  in  proof  or  disproof  of  charges 
against  third  persons,  by  evidence  of  which  they  are  the  legal 
depositories,  but  in  order  to  enable  such  a  committee  to  find 
out  by  these  papers,  whether  those  who  bring  them  are  not 
themselves  guilty  of  misdemeanors.  Such  a  power  as  this,  the 
undersigned  wholly  reject  as  abhorrent  to  reason  and  justice; 
unknown  to  the  constitution  of  this  country;  at  war  with  its 
spirit  and  with  its  letter;  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the  public 
sentiment  of  the  people.  To  claim  such  a  power,  is  to  claim 
for  either  house  of  congress  the  right,  in  virtue  of  a  resolution, 
of  sending  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  union  for  any  number 
of  persons,  compelling  them  to  attend  a  committee,  with  all 
their  papers,  to  submit  to  be  examined  on  oath;  to  exhibit  those 
papers  for  inspection;  and  thus  to  enable  such  committee  to 
find  mailer  of  fixing  on  such  individuals  the  charge  of  gross,  but 
previously  unspecified,  misdemeanors  and  corruptions. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  endeavor  to  define 
what  are  the  limits  of  the  powers  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the 
houses  of  congress.  It  is  sufficient  for  their  present  purposes 
to  have  shown,  (and  the  proposition  is  proved  in  its  enuncia- 
tion), what  they  are  not  and  cannot  be.  It  cannot  be  within 
the  competence  of  a  committee  of  the  house  to  institute  a  gene- 
ral search,  and  compel  the  citizens  on  oath  to  purge  them- 
selves if  innocent,  and  criminate  themselves  if  guilty;  and  bring 
with  them  their  papers  to  be  ransacked  in  a  roving  hunt  for  un- 
specified crimes.  The  constitution  reserves  to  the  people  the 
right,  (a  right  inviolable  without  the  reservation)  "to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects,  against  unreasona- 
ble searches  and  seizures."  Of  all  unreasonable  searches  that 
can  be  immagined,  none  is  more  signally  so  than  a  general 
search  into  the  papers  possessed  by  a  person,  whether  indivi- 
dual or  corporate,  with  a  view  to  find,  (if  it  should  happen  to 
exist),  matter  of  crimination  against  that  person.  A  general 
search  for  any  purpose  is  unreasonable;  for  the  object  of  crimi- 
nating the  individual  searched,  it  would  be  at  war  with  the  first 
principles  of  justice,  and,  as  exercised  by  a  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  on((  branch  of  a  legislature  of  limited 
rniisiitntional  jurisdiction,  an  enormous  assumption  of  power. 
It  would  be  unreasonable,  because  as  no  man  is  beyond  the 
possibility  ofdoing  wrong,  the  right  to  institute  a  general  .«!earch, 
if  it  existed,  would  be  aright  of  inquisition  into  the  affairs  of 
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every  individual  in  the  communiiy;  a  right  too  extravagant  to  ' 
be  claimed  by  any  governnrient  pretending  to  be  limited  by  law, 
and  never  exercised  by  any  but  those  odious  and  arbitrary  tri- 
bunals wiiich  are  handed  down  to  the  undying  execralion  of 
mankind.  It  would  be  at  war  with  liie  first  principles  of  jus- 
tice, which,  as  a  general  rule,  compel  no  man  to  criminate  liim- 
self,  directly  or  indirectly,  nor  to  furnish  the  means  of  his  own 
crimination.  It  would  be  an  enormous  assumption  of  power 
on  the  part  of  either  house  of  congress;  a  body  whose  jurisdic- 
tion does  not  extend  to  any  considerable  portion  of  the  conceiv- 
able criines  and  misdemeanors  which  such  a  search  mi;;ht,  if 
Ihey  liad  been  committed,  bring  out;  and  who  can  surely  lay 
claim  to  no  power  of  searcliing  out  matters,  which,  if  the  search 
be  successful,  are  without  its  province,  both  of  legislation  and 
punishment. 

It  may  be  observed  that,  if  the  riglit  of  making  such  a  search 
of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  be  claimed  in  virtue  of  the;  general 
powers  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the  house,  it  extends  to  every 
Btate  bank  in  the  union,  as  fully  as  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  charter  gives  a  power  of  visiting  tlie  corporation 
thereby  created,  and  of  course  confined  exclusively  to  the  bank 
ot  the"  United  States.  That  power,  as  has  been  urged,  can  be 
applied  only  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  given,  viz:  to  enable  a 
committee  to  report  "whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
liave  been  violated  or  not."  But  if  we  go  further  and  claim  a 
right,  under  the  general  power  of  inquisition  possessed  by  (he 
house,  to  search  the  bank  for  objects  not  made  subjects  of 
search  by  the  charter,  then  it  is  obvious  that  the  corporators 
and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are  no  more 
amenable  to  such  a  search  in  their  persons,  books  and  papers, 
than  the  corporators  or  directors  of  any  other  bank,  of  any  in- 
surance office,  trust  company,  turnpike,  canal,  or  rail  road 
company,  or  any  other  private  citizens.  The  right,  therefore, 
claimed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  if  it  transcend  to 
the  slightest  degree  the  lijnitations  of  the  charter,  must  flow 
from  a  claim  of  power,  which  would  bring  within  its  grasp 
every  corporation,  every  citizen,  and  every  book  and  paper  in 
the  United  States,  and  subject  them,  at  any  time,  to  a  general 
search  of  a  committee  of  either  house  of  congress. 

Should  it  be  contended  that,  as  a  great  stockholder,  the  go- 
vernment has  a  right  to  institute  this  search,  the  answer  is  ob- 
vious. The  house  of  representatives  is  not  the  government;  and 
the  government,  as  a  stockholder,  has  no  rights  not  possessed 
by  the  other  stockholders,  or  to  be  exercised  in  any  other  way. 
Ill  the  contract  between  the  government  and  the  stockholders,  by 
which  the  bank  was  created  a  corporation  of  a  character  partly 
private  and  partly  public,  the  government  reserved  to  itself  all 
the  powers  which  it  thought  were  required  to^protect  its  inter- 
est as  a  stockholder,  or  which  were  needed  in  reference  to 
any  other  relations  of  the  bank  to  the  country.  To  these  re- 
servations, the  stockholders,  by  accepting  the  charter,  assented. 
They  cannot  now  be  extended  to  the  prejudice  of  the  bank,  with- 
out a  violation  of  law  and  a  breach  of  faith. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  intending  to  charge  their  re- 
spected colleagues,  from  whom  they  differed  with  pain,  with 
the  design  consciously  to  institute  a  search  of  this  character 
into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  but  they  felt  obliged  to  dissent 
from  a  considerable  portion  of  their  measures,  deeming  them, 
in  effect,  (though  certainly  not  so  intended),  to  have  all  the  es- 
eential  characters  of  such  a  general  and  unlawful  search.  The 
justice  of  this  remark  will,  as  the  undersigned  think,  abundantly 
appear,  from  a  review  of  the  principal  measures  adopted  by 
tiie  committee,  which  will  now,  for  this  reason,  be  briefly  ex- 
amined. 

1.  The  first  step  taken  was  a  call  by  tlie  committee  of  inves- 
tigation on  the  committee  of  directors,  for  "a  list  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of  the  purposes  for  which  each 
is  designed,  and  the  name  of  the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  cus- 
tody, they  are  respectively  committed."  This  was  a  step  pre- 
liminary to  the  process  by  which  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, in  the  judgment  of  the  majority,  could  call  for,  and  take 
into  their  possession,  by  a  precept  addressed  to  the  clerks  in 
the  bank,  any  or  all  of  the  books  of  the  institution,  in  which  the 
business  transactions  of  the  bank  are  entered  by  the  said  clerks. 
This  list  was  furnished  by  the  committee  of  the  directors,  with 
the  statement,  however,  that  the  books  were  not  in  the  custody 
of  the  clerks,  but  in  the  general  custody  of  the  board.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  statement,  no  attempt  was  made  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  books  by  a  demand  of  the  clerks. 

2.  Of  a  similar  character,  but  more  objectionable,  because 
tending  more  directly  to  the  institution  of  a  general  search,  and 
forming  an  immediate  preparation  for  it,  was  the  right,  insisted 
on  by  the  committee,  of  an  exclusive  occupation  of  the  room 
in  the  banking  housej  offered  by  the  directors  for  their  accom- 
modation during  the  inspection  of  the  books.  The  undersigned 
refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  committee  of  investi- 
gaticm  and  the  committee  of  the  bank  on  this  subject.  They 
would  only  briefly  observe,  that  a  committee  of  seven  had  been 
appointed  by  the  board  of  directors,  to  receive  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and  submit  for  their  inspection  such  books  and 
papers  of  the  bank  as  might  be  necessary  to  exhibit  its  pro- 
ceedings according  to  the  requirement  of  the  charttT.  A  room 
in  the  banking  house  was,  by  this  committee,  offered  for  the 
Rccommodation  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. It  appeared  at  a  very  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  in 
a  conferrence  between  the  two  committees,  that  the  committee 
of  the  directors  proposed  to  exhibit  their  hooks  in  person  to  the 
committee  of  investigation,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  their 


expectation  and  readiness  to  "withdraw  from  the  room  when- 
ever the  committee  of  the  house  should  see  fit,"  in  order  to 
furnish  the  coinmiltee  of  the  house  the  opportunity  to  delibe- 
rate, without  the  presence  of  any  one,  not  required  or  invited 
by  ilicmselves  to  attend.  This  proposed  manner  of  conducting 
the  examination  was  regarded  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
of  the  house  of  representatives  as  inadmissible,  and  formed  the 
subject  of  a  correspondence  between  them  and  the  committee 
of  the  directors.  The  committee  of  the  house  adopted  two  re- 
solutions, by  one  of  which  they  agreiid  that  their  proceedings 
should  be  confidential,  unless  otherwise  ordered  l»i'  the  com- 
mittee; and  by  the  other,  that  no  person  should  be  present  at 
the  inspection  of  the  books  and  examination  of  ihe  proceedinirs 
of  the  bank,  except  those  vvliose  attendance  might  be  required 
or  permitted  by  the  committee  of  investigation. 

The  first  rcjsolution  was  regarded  merely  as  an  understandiits, 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  that  no  publicity 
would  be  given  by  them,  until  otherwise  ordered,  to  the  mat- 
ters that  might  appear  in  the  course  of  the  examination.  The 
undersigned  assented  lo  this  resolution,  with  the  understanding 
of  the  parliamentary  law,  that  the  sittings  of  every  committee 
are  open,  unless  ordered  to  be  secret  by  the  house;  and  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  present  committee,  by  a  vole  of 
their  own,  either  lo  shut  their  doors,  or  impose  secrecy  on 
any  i)ersons  who  might  attend.  But  they  assented  to  the  in- 
junction of  confidence,  in  conformity  with  a  usage  which  has 
prevailed  in  other  committees  of  inquiry  of  the  house,  for  their 
own  convenience,  as  a  rule  binding  on  themselves,  and  with 
the  express  reservation  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
should,  in  no  drgreee,  involve  an  assent  to  the  principle  as- 
serted in  the  second.  To  that  principle,  viz:  that  no  person 
should  be  permitted  to  attend  during  the  inspection  of  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  the  examination  of  its  proceedings, 
whose  presence  was  not  required  nor  assented  to  by  the  board, 
the  undersigned  were  strenuously  opposed.  It  was  asserted  as 
a  right  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and,  (as  the  undersignei! 
supposed,  and  the  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  ap- 
peared also  to  understand  it),  with  an  intention  to  enforce 
the  right.  In  pursuance  of  this  intention,  (as  the  undersign- 
ed supposed),  the  committee  of  investigation  ceased  to  hold 
their  meetings  in  the  rooms  set  apart  for  them  in  the  banking 
house,  as  soon  as  they  understood  the  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  to  claim  the  right  of  being  there  present  with 
their  books,  during  the  inspection  of  the  same.  It  is  true  thai, 
by  a  subsequent  resolution,  the  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives disclaimed  having  decided  that  they  should,  in 
point  of  fact,  exclude  the  directors  from  the  room,  during  the 
inspection  of  the  books;  but  they  persevered  in  the  asertion  of 
the  right  to  do  so,  as  appears  from  the  documents  appended  to 
this  report. 

This  claim  was  regarded  by  the  undersigned,  as  being  with- 
out foundation  and  objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  as  has 
been  observed,  they  believed  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  lex  parlia- 
mentaria  for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  on  its  own  authority,  to 
claim  the  right  of  holding  its  sittings,  except  when  deliberating 
and  voting,  in  secret.  It  can  only  be  constituted  a  secret  com- 
mittee by  express  order  of  the  house.  Secondly,  this  principle 
involved  the  right  of  withdrawing  the  books  of  the  bank  from 
the  custody  of  the  directors,  and  taking  them  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  committee  of  investigation.  This  is  a  power  not 
given  by  the  charter,  which,  as  far  as  the  books  are  concerned, 
authorises  a  committee  only  "to  inspect  the  books."  As  the 
right  thus  reserved  by  the  charier  to  congress  it  is  not  only  one  of 
the  conditions  of  an  agreement,  but  is  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  citizen,  and  could  not  be  claimed  at  com- 
mon law,  and  its  exercise  at  best,  and  under  any  circumstances, 
must  be  highly  incommodious,  and  create  a  serious  interruption 
of  the  business  of  the  bank,  it  should  be  construed  rather  strict- 
ly than  liberally,  and  not  draw  with  it,  by  implication,  any 
thing  not  necessary  for  its  exercise.  The  entire  confidence, 
which  the  undersigned  feel,  in  the  liberality  and  magnanimity 
of  their  colleacues,  so  lo  conduct  the  inspection,  as  to  cause 
the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
could  not  authorise  an  acquiescence  in  a  claim  of  right  wholly 
to  obstruct  and  bring  to  a  stop  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  the 
bank;  in  fact,  to  suspend  the  charter. 

It  was  a  claim  to  take  the  books  out  of  the  possession  of  the 
directors  into  the  possession  of  the  committee,  to  detain  Iheni 
as  long  as  they  pleased,  to  carry  then*  whithersoever  they 
pleased,  (a  right  afterwards  more  distinctly  asserted  and  at- 
tempted to  be  enforced),  and  lo  put  them  to  whatever  use  the 
committee,  in  their  uncontrolled  discretion,  might  think  proper. 
The  undersigned  again  repeat,  that  it  derogates  in  no  <legrce 
from  the  objectionable  character  of  this  claim,  to  urge,  that  the 
books  of  the  bank,  thus  taken  from  the  possession  of  the  direc- 
tors, could  have  been  put  to  no  unworthy  use  by  the  committee 
of  investigation.  Such  an  idea  could  only  suagest  itself  to  he 
repudiated.  It  is  sufficient  objection  that  they  would  have 
been  put  out  of  the  custody  of  liiose  responsible  to  the  stock- 
holders for  their  safe  keeping.  The  most  improper  use  to 
which  the  books,  or  any  other  property  of  an  individual  or  a 
corporation,  can  be  put,  is,  lo  lake  them  away  from  tluMr  right- 
ful owner  and  lawful  guardian.  I  may  think  I  can  take  better 
care  of  my  neighbor's  property  than  he  does  himself,  but  I  may 
not  therefore  take  it  from  him,  and  administer  it,  even  for  his 
own  good;  far  less  may  I  take  It,  without  vv.irrant  of  law,  in 
order  to  extract  from  its  unlawful  use,  matter  to  he  used,  direct- 
ly or  by  consequence,  for  his  crimination.    The  books  belong 
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to  the  stockholders  of  llie  bank,  niid  nre,  l»y  them,  entrusted  to 
tlie  direelors.  Tliey  do  not  l)eloiig  to  the  house  of  represuiitu- 
tiv(!s,  nor  to  nny  couiniiitie  of  tliai  lioust!;  and  a  ri^hl  to  inspect 
Ihoni  no  inurr^.  involve*-  a  right  lo  lake  possession  ol'iiieni,  than 
a  rij;hl  to  eonnl  tin;  money  in  tin;  vaults  involves  a  ris^ht  lo  lake 
possession  of  il.  llis  a  case  of  frccinent  oceurrenee  in  lliestal(^ 
banks,  that  conimiltees  are  sent  to  visit  them,  and,  anion^  other 
tilings,  lo  count  the  sjiecie  in  their  vaults.  Should  such  a  e()Mi 
inittee  claiu)  the  riglit  ofgoinj;  into  ilu;  vaults  alotM!,and  count- 
ing the  mtmey,  vviihoui  the  presence  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  or  their  authorised  agents,  it  would  he  ihoughl  a  very 
unwarrantable  claim;  and  no  personal  confidence,  reposird  in 
the  honor  and  probity  of  ihe  committee,  would  render  such  a 
claim  at  all  the  less  unwarrantable. 

But  the  attempt  to  fortify  the  riglit  of  taking  possession  of  the 
books,  by  urging  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  would  not  have  been 
abused,  wholly  fails,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  undersigned, 
because  they  deem  that  llie  use  which  was  avowedly  to  be 
made  of  them,  was  the  greatest  possible  abuse.  It  was  intend- 
ed to  employ  them  for  the  purpose  of  a  general  search,  not  only 
to  ascertain,  in  the  most  general  form,  whether  the  charter  of 
the  bank  had  been  violated,  but  also  what  corruptions,  abuses 
and  malpractices  had  taken  place  iti  its  management;  and  this, 
by  way  of  inquiry,  among  other  things,  whether  a  criminal  pro- 
secution, ill  legal  form,  should  be  instituted,  (see  resolution  of 
committee  of  investigation  of  7th  of  May),  in  which  prosecu 
tion  the  directors,  called  to  submit  the  books,  would  have  been 
the  party  implicated. 

The  undersigned  believe,  that,  in  a  land  of  constitutional 
lih<Hiy  and  law,  it  can  need  but  little  argument  lo  show  that  a 
claim,  on  the  part  of  a  committee  of  either  house  of  congress, 
acting  in  virtue  of  the  general  parliamentary  power  of  inquiry, 
to  demand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  production,  and  to  tak(; 
possession  of,  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  an  individual 
or  a  corporation,  in  order  to  search  therein  for  matter  on  which 
to  found  a  criminal  procedure  against  said  individual  or  corpo- 
ration, is  a  claim  at  once  of  the  most  unfounded  and  pernicious 
character.  They  confidently  believe  that  no  court  of  justice  in 
the  United  States,  or  any  other  free  country,  has  ever  claimed 
such  a  power  as  a  right,  or  attempted,  in  point  of  fact  to  exe- 
cute it.  They  have  never  heard  of  any  statute  which  gives  this 
power  to  any  court  or  other  tribunal.  And  they  would  deem 
the  assumption  of  such  a  power,  by  either  house  of  congress,  as 
an  incident  of  the  general  powers  of  the  house,  and,  resting  on 
the  lex  parliamcntaria,  as  unwarrantable,  and  in  the  higliest 
degree  dangerous. 

3.  The  committee  having  withdrawn  from  the  occupation  of 
the  room  in  the  banking  house,  for  the  reason  stated,  adopted  a 
resolution  requiring  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  to 
submit  certain  of  tlie  books  of  the  bank  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee,  at  their  room  in  the  North  American  hotel.  (See 
doc.  No.  25).  With  this  requisition  the  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors declined  complying,  for  reasons  which  appear  in  their  re- 
solutions adopted  May  the  3d.  (Document  No.  30).  The  un- 
dersigned regarded  this  resolution  of  the  committee  as  open  to 
the  objections  already  urged  against  an  ex  parte  inspection  of 
the  books,  and  to  others  peculiar  to  itself.  By  its  terms,  the 
president  and  directors  are  required  lo  submit  certain  of  their 
books  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee  at  the  North  American 
hotel.  If,  by  the  term  required,  nothing  is  to  be  understood  but 
a.  request,  with  which  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  at  liberty 
to  decline  a  compliance,  they  were  of  course  free  so  to  decline, 
and  their  doing  so,  argues  no  contempt  of  the  house.  But  the 
majority  of  the  committee  evidently  regarded,  as  in  some  way 
obligatory,  the  demand  for  the  production,  at  their  hotel,  of  cer- 
tain of  the  books  of  the  bank.  Such  a  demand  the  subscribers 
deemed  to  be  unauthorised.  If  valid,  in  reference  to  the  books 
named  in  the  requisition,  it  was  of  course  valid  as  to  all  the 
books  of  the  bank  and  all  its  branches;  which,  by  parity  of  right, 
the  committee  might  have  required  to  be  brought  to  their  lodg- 
ings, and  there  detained  and  used  at  their  pleasure.  The  ques- 
tion whether  (supposing  them  brought  to  the  committee's  room 
at  the  North  American  hotel)  they  should  there  he  submitted  in 
person  by  the  directors,  or  inspected  ex  parte  by  the  committee 
of  investigation,  was  not  distinctly  raised.  But  considering 
that  the  committee  ceased  to  hold  their  meetings  at  the  banking 
house,  precisely  because  the  directors  insisted  on  their  submit- 
ting the  books  for  inspection  in  person,  it  appeared  to  the  un- 
dersigned that,  whether  exercised  or  not,  the  right  of  an  ex 
parte  inspection  was  designed  to  be  reserved,  and  that  the  in- 
spection was  required  to  be  had  at  the  private  room  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  enable  the  committee,  if  they  deemed  it  expedient, 
to  act  on  that  reservation.  All  the  objections,  therefore,  which 
lie  to  an  ex  joar<e  inspection  in  the  banking  house,  hold  with 
equal  force  to  an  ex  parte  inspection  out  of  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  requisition  of  the  books,  to  be  carried 
away  from  the  banking  house,  appeared  to  the  undersigned,  for 
other  reasons,  of  an  inadmissible  character.  It  was  to  take 
them  away  from  the  place  where  the  importaHt  interests  of  the 
bank  require  them  to  be,  and  to  be  used.  It  was  to  expose 
them  to  the  risks  of  transportation  throuijh  the  streets,  and  de- 
tention in  piivale  rooms,  not  constructed  for  the  safe  preserva- 
tion of  valuable  papers.  While  it  is  the  constant  practice  of 
individuals  to  deposite  for  safe  keeping  valuable  books  and  pa- 
pers in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  the  bank  was  required  to  remove 
its  own  books  and  papers,  containing  the  evidence  of  pecuniary 
transactions  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  to  the  committee's  room  in  the  North  Ameri 


can  hotel,  a  public  house  of  great  resort  in  Philadelphia.  The 
undersigned  opposed  this  requisition,  from  the  belief  that  it  was 
tot.illy  beyond  the  authority  of  the  Iioum';  and  they  should  have 
deeply  reiiiclicd  a  coinpliance  with  it  by  the  bank,  which  would 
have  devolved  on  the  committee  the  care  and  responsibility  of 
a  dcposiie  so  dcjJicate  and  valuable. 

By  the  'J.'id  section  of  the  charter,  whenever  a  scire /t/ciaJ 
against  the  bank  is  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, it  shall  be  '-lawful  for  the  court,  in  examining  into  the 
truth  of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  charter,  to  require  the  pro- 
duction ofsncli  of  the  books  of  the  bank  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted  facts."  This  is 
the  only  case  in  which  the  contract  between  the  government 
and  the  stockholders  authorises  a  reriuisilion  of  the  books;  and 
this  cautious  authority,  granted  by  law  to  one  of  the  high  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country,  on  an  examination  into  an  alleged 
violation  of  the  charter,  to  require  the  production  of  the  books 
which  it  may  deem  necessary  to  the  ascertainment  of  contro- 
verted facts,  snflicieiiily  disproves  by  exclusion,  llie  grant  of 
any  similar  or  additional  power,  of  the  same  kind,  lo  any  other 
tribunal.  That  the  house  of  representatives,  independent  of 
the  charter  has  a  right,  by  one  of  its  committees,  to  require  the 
production  of  any  or  all  of  the  books  of  the  bank  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  the  said  committee,  or  any  where  else,  the  undersigned 
cannot  bring  themselves  to  admit.  At  all  events,  as  no  autho- 
ritative form  was  given  to  the  requisition,  the  directors,  in  re- 
spectfully declining  to  comply,  are  of  course  guilty  of  no  con- 
tempt of  the  house. 

4.  After  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  declined  a  compliance 
with  the  requisition  of  their  books  to  be  produced  at  the  North 
American  hotel,  the  committee  of  investigation,  on  the  5th  of 
May,  adopted  a  resolution  (see  document  No.  32)  that  they 
would  repair  to  the  banking  house,  at  one  o'clock  of  that  day, 
to  inspect  the  books  specified  in  the  resolution  of  the  28th,  and 
such  others  as  they  might  require  to  be  produced.  A  copy  of 
this  resolution  was  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  directors,  but  reached  him  at  his  dwelling  house,  at  a  time 
when  the  conmiiltee  of  the  direct«rs  was  not  in  session,  and  u 
short  time  before  the  hour  named  in  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation.  Me  immediately  informed  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  house  by  letter,  that  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  reassemble  the  committee  of  the  directors  in 
season  to  submit  the  books  for  inspection  that  day,  but  that 
they  would  be  reassembled  without  unnecessary  delay.  The 
committee,  however,  deemed  it  expedient,  for  the  jiurpose  of 
making  up  an  issue,  to  repair  to  the  banking  house  at  the  hour 
named,  and  then  and  there  to  call  on  the  president  and  cashier 
of  the  bank  to  submit  certain  of  their  books  to  the  committee. 
This  accordingly  took  place,  first  in  the  large  hall  of  the  bank- 
ing house,  and  then,  by  repetition,  in  the  president's  room.  The 
president  and  cashier  declined  a  compliance  with  this  request, 
on  the  ground  that  they  had,  neither  of  them,  the  custody  of 
nor  control  over  the  books  and  papers;  the  general  custody  of 
the  same  being  with  the  board  of  directors,  who  had  already 
apprised  the  committee  of  the  house,  that  they  had  placed  them 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  to  be  by  that  committee 
submitted  for  inspection,  and  that  they  (the  president  and  ca- 
shier) were  therefore  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
committee  of  investiaation.  This  demand,  and  the  answer  lo 
it,  were  then  reduced  to  writing,  and  will  be  found  among  the 
papers  (Nos.  35,  36)  appended  to  this  report. 

This  proceeding  was  but  a  repetition,  in  a  form  a  little  va- 
ried, of  the  attempts  before  made  to  acquire  the  means  of  con- 
ducting the  inspection  of  the  books,  apart  from  those  to  whom 
the  directors  had  confided  the  duty  of  submitting  them  to  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives.     It  was  avowedly 
intended  only  to  make  up,  in  another  form,  the  issue  which  it 
was  supposed  would  be  created  between  the  bank  and  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  by  the  failure  of  the  committee  to  ob- 
tain the  books  thus  required  of  the  president  and  cashier.     It 
was  known  to  the  committee  of  the  house  that  the  directors, 
by  an  authentic  act,  of  which  a  copy  had  been  communicated, 
had  placed  the  books  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  of  the 
board,  to  be  by  them  submitted  in  person  for  inspection.    The 
said  committee  of  the  directors  had   twice   positively   made 
known  their  inability  to  depart  from  the  instructions  of  the 
board  in   this  respect.     The  committee  of  the  house  were  ap- 
prised that  the  books  asked  for  were  not,  under  the  instructionsJ 
of  the  board,  at  the  voluntary  disposal  of  the  president  and  ca- 
shier, and  the  demand  made  of  these  officers  by  the  committee 
in  person,  at  the  bank,  was  not  of  the  nature  of  a  legal  process 
to  compel  their  production,  supposing  them  to  have  been  de 
facto  in  the  keeping  of  the  said  officers.     For  these  considera- 
tions, the  undersigned  opposed  the  personal  demand  for  the 
production  of  the  books  now  under  consideration,  as  a  measure 
which  must,  for  the  reason  stated,  prove  ineffectual,  unneces- 
sary for  the  making  up  of  the  desired  issue,  and  operr  to  the  ob- 
jection of  wearing  a  vexatious  appearance.     To  make  a  third 
application  for  a  voluntary  submission  of  the  books  in  a  man- 
ner which  it  was  known  was  deemed  inadmissible,  at  the  same 
time  that  no  recourse  was  had  to  compulsory  process,  could 
not  but  have  the  eflTect,  though  certainly  not  so  intended,  of 
gratuitously  throwing  upon  the  directors  the  odium  of  repeated 
refusals  of  the  requests  of  the  committee  of  the  house.     How- 
ever this  may  be,  as  the  fact  is  undoubted  that  the  directors  had 
placed  the  books  under  the  control  of  the  comrhiltee  of  the 
board;  as  their  right  to  do  so  is  unquestionable;  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  directors  had  apprised  the  chairman  of 
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the  committee  of  investigaiion  that  the  former  could  not  be  re- 
assembled at  the  very  short  notice  given,  but  should  be  so, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  to  submit  the  books  for  inspection; 
as  the  boolis  were  not,  in  point  of  fact,  in  possession  of  the  offi- 
cers called  on;  the  undersigned  feel  confident  that,  in  respect- 
fully declining  to  produce  them,  those  officers  were  guilty  of  no 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house. 

5.  But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  at  the  first  have 
existed  between  the  committee  of  the  house  and  the  committee 
of  the  directors  as  to  the  propriety  of  permitting  the  latter  to  re- 
tain the  custody  of  the  books,  and  submit  them  in  person  to  the 
committee  of  the  house,  further  consideration  appears  to  have 
led  the  committee  of  the  house  to  admit  the  reasonableness  of 
this  mode  of  conducting  the  investigation,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
acquiesce  in  it — a  consideration  which  exonerates  the  directors 
from  any  charge  of  contempt  in  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by 
them.  Accordingly,  without  waiving  their  right  to  require  the 
production  o(  the  books  at  their  lodgings,  they  repaired  again  to 
the  banking  house,  to  the  room  set  apart  for  their  accommo- 
dation, and  required  the  production  of  certain  of  the  books  of 
the  bank. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  up  to  this  time,  nothing  had  been  ar- 
ranged as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  inspection  beyond  the 
single  point,  settled  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  the  books  should  be  submitted  in 
person  by  the  committee  of  the  directors.  No  objects  of  in- 
quiry had  been  announced  by  the  committee  of  investigation, 
further  than  they  appear  in  the  resolution  of  the  house  under 
which  the  committee  was  raised,  and  in  the  calls  made  for  in- 
formation, as  to  a  great  amount  and  variety  of  matters,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  resolutions  in  the  appendix.  The  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  between  the  committees  had  been 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  single  ground  of  the  course 
deemed  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  committee,  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  books  of  the  bank. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  committee  at  the  banking  house  on  the 
7th  of  May,  a  call  was  made  on  the  committee  of  the  board,  in 
piursuance  of  the  following  resolution; 

May  7, 1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  government  directors  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  to  congress,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  this  day  call  for  the  production,  for  inspection,  of 
the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  and  the  expense  books  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

As  preliminary  to  a  reply  to  this  demand,  the  following  paper 
was  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  board: 

May  7,  1834. 
Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  appointing  the  committee  of 
investigation,  that  two  distinct  inquiries  were  contemplated, 
one  of  them  directed  to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  had  been 
violated,  and  limited  to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the 
other  so  very  general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  in- 
quiry; and  whereas  it  appears,  from  calls  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  that  they  have  proposed  a  very  wide  range, 
ettibracing,  among  other  things,  an  extensive  examination  of 
the  acts,  transactions,  accounts  and  letters  of  individuals,  and 
thus  instituting  a  kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more  ob- 
jectionable, because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to 
criminate  ttiose  individuals  as  well  as  the  bank,  and  if  it  have 
not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  object,  and  would 
be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  interests;  and  whereas,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee,  by  all 
lawful  means,  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  en- 
trusted to  their  keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing  by  consent  which 
cannot  be  legally  demanded  from  them;  and  whereas,  after  care- 
ful and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
quiry can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged  violations  of 
the  charter,  and  this  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  according  to 
some  certain  principles  and  rules:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  investigation  be  respectfully 
required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  papers,  to  state  specifi- 
cally, in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be 
inspected,  and,  if  it  be  to  establish  a  violation  of  the  char- 
ter, then  to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged 
Of  supposed  violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  al- 
jleged,  or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it  would 
veiy  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the  committee  of  investisation 
would  furnish  a  specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

The  undersigned  opposed  the  call  above  recited,  made  on  the 
7th  May,  for  the  production  of  hooks.  They  fuel  themselves, 
therefore,  called  upon  to  explain  briefly  the  considerations 
which  influenced  them.  The  undersigned  have  already  staled 
that  they  conceived  the  committee,  of  which  they  have  Hie 
honor  to  be  members,  to  be  clothed  with  a  twofold  power,  and 
to  be  competent,  or  rather  required,  hy  the  order  of  the  house, 
to  act  in  a  twofold  capacity.  They  were  a  committee  of  visita- 
tion, appointed  under  the  2.1d  section  of  the  charter.  As  such, 
they  were  authorised  to  visit  the  bank,  to  inspect  the  books, 
and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  report 
whether  the  charter  had  been  violated.    They  were,  also,  a 


committee  of  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  present  commercial 
embarrassment  and  pecuniary  distress,  and  into  the  corruptions, 
abuses  and  njalpraciices  of  the  bank.  In  the  former  capacity, 
they  had  a  right  to  inspect  the  books  of  the  bank.  They  had 
this  right  by  the  charter,  and  would  not  have  had  it  without 
the  charter.  In  the  latter  capacity,  they  had  no  right  to  inspect 
the  books,  unless  voluntarily  submitted  by  the  bank,  because 
the  charter  does  not  give  them  that  right  for  such  purposes. 
The  bank  is  obliged,  by  the  charter,  to  subniit  its  books  to  the 
inspection  of  a  committee  of  visitation,  authorised  to  report  if 
the  charter  has  been  violated;  and  it  is  not  bound  to  submit 
them  to  a  committee  of  general  inquest  authorised  to  report  on 
malpractices  and  corruptions.  The  right  of  inspection  possess- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  a  committee  of  visitation,  cannot  be 
used  by  it  in  itsothercapacily  of  a  committee  of  general  inquest 
and  accusation,  as  an  instrument  of  search  after  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  in  general. 

But  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  been  apprised,  at  the  out- 
set, by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  4th 
of  April,  that  the  committee  was  of  a  twofold  character,  as 
stated.  That  resolution  distinctly  enumerates,  as  objects  of  in- 
quiry, not  only  violations  of  the  charter,  for  which  the  books 
might  be  inspected,  but  various  acts  of  mismanagement  and 
corruption,  for  which  they  might  not  be  inspected,  unless  volun- 
tarily offered  for  that  purpose.  The  committee  of  investigation 
had  addressed  various  calls,  by  way  of  resolution,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  directors,  touching  matters  concerning  which  the 
charter  does  not  require  the  bank  to  submit  its  books  for  inspec- 
tion. The  call  of  the  7th  of  May,  on  the  last  visit  to  the  bank- 
ing house,  is  for  certain  of  the  books  of  the  bank,  to  enable  the 
committee  "to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by 
the  government  directors  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  to  congress."  That  statement  enibraces  matters  which 
neither  are,  nor  are  alleged  to  be,  violations  of  the  charter;  and, 
consequently,  in  reference  to  which  the  directors  are  not  re- 
quired to  submit  their  books  for  inspection. 

Had  it  pleased  the  house  of  representatives  to  create  two  com- 
mittees, one  of  visitation,  under  the  twenty-third  section  of  the 
charter,  and  one  of  general  inquiry,  under  the  power  of  the 
house  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  these  two  committees 
would  not  have  been  authorised  to  amalgamate  nor  interchange 
each  other's  functions.  The  committee  of  charter  visitation 
would  not  have  been  authorised  to  engage  in  a  general  inquisi- 
tion, nor  would  the  committee  of  inquiry  have  been  authorised 
to  demand  the  books  for  inspection. 

But  to  what  avail  h.as  the  charter  limited  the  objects  for  which 
the  books  may  be  inspected,  and  protected  the  corporation,  and 
those  who  transact  business  with  it,  from  the  annoyance  and 
mischiefs  of  a  general  search,  if  a  committee  of  visitation  may 
be  clothed  with  the  functions  of  a  committee  of  general  inqui- 
ry; and,  having  got  the  books  into  their  hands  for  one  purpose 
authorised  by  the  law,  may  use  them  for  another  purpose  not 
authorised  by  law?  It  is  plain  that  if  this  could  be  done,  the 
limitation  of  the  right  of  inspection  would  be  illusory  and  worth- 
less. In  order  to  render  the  limitation  efficient,  the  committee 
of  the  directors  required  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  spe- 
cify the  objects  for  which  they  demanded  the  books.  For  some 
objects  the  demand  of  the  books  was  according  to  law;  for 
other  objects,  not  being  bound  by  law  to  yield  them,  the  direc- 
tors were  at  liberty  to  withhold  them,  or  to  submit  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  discretion.  They,  therefore,  needed  a  specifi- 
cation, to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duty  under  the  char- 
ter, as  well  as  to  protect  them  in  their  rights;  to  enable  them  to 
distinguish,  in  the  requisitions  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, how  much  was  authoritative,  under  the  statute  command- 
ing obedience;  and  how  much,  not  being  authoritative,  they 
were  at  liberty  to  concede  or  to  withhold. 

There  was  the  more  reason  in  insisting  on  this  right  to  make 
the  limitation  on  the  inspection  of  their  hooks  available,  be- 
cause, as  has  heretofore  been  observed,  the  inspection  itself  is 
in  derogation  of  the  natural  rights  of  the  citizen,  who  ought  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  be  obliged  to  criminate  himself.  It 
pleased  the  legislature,  regarding  the  corporation  as  their  own 
legal  creation,  to  require  them,  when  accused  of  violating  the 
fundamental  laws  of  their  existence — the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter— to  submit  their  books  to  a  committee  authorised  to  report 
on  that  fact  alone.  But  to  transfer  this  limited  right  of  inspec- 
tion to  other  committees  for  general  priwers  of  inquisition,  and 
for  a  general  purpose  of  enforcing  self-crimination,  is  illegal  and 
inequitable.  To  do  this  by  indirection:  to  clothe  a  committee 
of  inquiry  with  the  powers  of  a  committee  of  visitation,  and 
thus  to  acquire  a  right  to  open  the  books  for  one  object,  and 
then  to  inspect  them  for  another,  would  be  to  attempt  to  accom- 
plish an  end  in  itself  unauthorised,  by  means  peculiarly  unwar- 
rantable. 

For  these  considerations  the  undersigned  regarded  the  direc- 
tors as  justified  in  requiring  of  the  committee  of  the  house  a 
specification  of  the  objects  of  tlu-ir  inquiry.  The  ground  taken 
by  the  committee  of  the  board  y,  as  tlie  house  perceives,  a 
ground  of  legal  right,  assumed  by  the  directors,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  This  is  the  third  occasion  on  which 
the  bank  has  been  visited  by  committees  of  ilu^  house.  In  the 
year  1818,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  (wainine  the  affiirs  of 
the  bank,  then  in  disorder.  The  committee  thus  appointed 
was,  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  directed  to  report  whether 
the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  the  resolntion  consisted 
mainly  of  a  specification  of  allec'^d  violations.  In  executing 
their  trust,  however,  the  comujittee  extended  their  inquiries  to 
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Ihe  general  management  of  the  bank,  and  examined  its  presi- 
dent, otiier  officers,  and  directors,  on  oath.  To  this  course  of 
inquiry,  the  bank  deemed  it  for  its  interest  to  submit.  The  un- 
dersigned ar«  not  aware  that  any  resistance  was  made  to  the 
demands  of  the  committee.  On  the  contrary,  their  report  closes 
with  tlie  observation,  that  "it  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  bank 
at  Philadelphia  to  state  that  every  facility  in  their  power  was 
rendered  in  explaining  the  books  and  assisting  the  researches  of 
the  committee."  In  one  instance,  in  which  an  individual,  a 
director  of  one  of  the  offices,  charg«^d  with  malpractices,  refuses 
to  testify,  the  committee  observe,  that  they  did  not  insist  on  his 
answeiing,  and  that  they  examined  liim  chiefly  to  enable  him, 
if  he  pleased,  to  exculpate  himself.  This  committee  did  not 
confine  their  examinations  to  the  officers  of  the  bank.  They  ex- 
amined the  teller  of  the  bank  of  North  America,  and  perhaps 
other  persons.  This  circumstance,  and  the  others  mentioned, 
sufficiently  show  that  no  question  as  to  the  extent  of  th*?  powers 
of  the  committee  was  raised  during  the  visitation;  that  the  wit 
nesses  appeared  voiuntarily;  that  the  bank  deemed  it  for  its  in- 
terest to  submit  to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  in  any 
form  in  which  the  committee  thought  proper  to  conduct  it;  and 
that  consequently  the  whole  investigation  assumed  the  form  of 
a  parliamentary  inquiry,  conducted  by  the  assent  of  the  parlies, 
and  without  any  appeal  to  their  rights. 

The  examination  of  1832  assumed  substantially  the  same 
character.  The  resolution,  under  which  the  committee  was 
raised,  consisted,  as  originally  moved,  of  a  large  detail  of  al- 
leged abuses,  several  of  which  imported  no  violation  of  the 
charter.  The  house  adopted  an  amendment  proposed  to  this 
resolution  by  a  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ^dams),  in 
the  following  terms:  '^Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank,  and  report  thereon,  and  to  report  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charier  have  been  violated  or  not."  This  phrase- 
ology appears  to  have  been  derived  from  the  commencing  words 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  1818,  which  is  in  the  same 
terms,  and  not  from  the  resolution  by  which  that  committee  was 
created,  and  which  provides  that  a  select  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, "to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  bank,  and  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  cliarter  have 
been  violated  or  not,  and  particularly  to  report"  as  to  several 
mattters,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  which  were  alleged  violations  of 
Uie  charter.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  ^dams),  and  adopted  by  the  house,  was  offered 
on  the  ground  that  "the  original  resolution  presented  objects  of 
inquiry  not  authorised  by  the  charter  of  the  bank,  nor  within 
the  legitimate  power  of  the  house."  But  as  it  directed  the  com- 
mittee to  report  generally  on  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  as 
well  as  on  violations  of  the  charter,  it  was  considered  by  its 
mover,  and  by  many  of  those  who  su|»portpd  the  amendment,  as 
authorising  an  inquiry  extending  beyond  violations  of  the  char- 
ter. The  right  to  constitute  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  was  put 
upon  the  ground  that  the  bank  was  applying  for  a  recharter,  and 
could  not  reasonably  decline  it.  At  that  time,  as  in  1818,  neither 
hoHse  of  congress  had  assumed  a  hostile  position  to  tlje  bank. 
Its  directors,  as  the  event  proved,  felt  that  they  could  rely  upon 
the  national  legislature  to  do  them  justice  against  any  efforts 
which  might  be  made  to  impeach  their  character  or  arraign  their 
conduct.  Applicants  for  a  recharter,  they  felt  that  they  could 
not  with  propriety  object  to  any  latitude  of  inquiry  which  might 
be  demanded  by  a  house  of  congress  willing  to  grant  a  rechar- 
ter, provided  the  result  of  the  examination  should  be  satisfacto- 
ry. Accordingly,  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  understood 
to  extend,  not  merely  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  but  to 
all  alleged  cases  of  official  misconduct;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
committee  in  Philadelphia,  the  directors  of  the  bank,  instead  of 
placing  themselves  upon  their  rights,  ordered  the  president  of 
the  institution  to  submit  all  its  books  and  papers  to  the  uncon- 
ditional inspection  of  the  committee,  and  to  yield  himself  to  an 
unreserved  examination.  The  inquiry  was  pushed  into  every 
matter  of  alleged  abuse,  where  it  was  supposed  the  bank  was 
most  vulnerable.  Nothing  was  spared;  nothing  was  held  back. 
Books  and  papers  were  submitted,  and  personal  examinations 
on  oath  endured,  although  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
9ut,  if  it  existed,  matter  of  inculpation  against  the  directors. 
Fhe  materials  thus  collected  were  spread  before  congress  and 
Ihe  people,  and  a  majority  of  both  houses  of  congress  united  in 
;he  passage  of  a  bill  for  rechartering  the  bank. 

The  president  declined  giving  effect  to  the  will  of  congress, 

|md  the  bill  failed  to  become  a  law.  The  whole  influence  of  the 

xecutive  was  exerted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  institution,  and 

he  voice  of  the  administration  press  raised  against  it,  with  a 

oncert  and  vehemence  rarely  equalled. 

Doubts  of  the  safety  of  the  public  deposites  were  now  suggest- 

d,  and  these  doubts  received  some  sanction  from  the  message 

f  the  president  at  the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  last 

ongress.    An  executive  agent  was  appointed   to  investigate 

tiat  subject,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  a 

liajority  was  composed  of  members  friendly  to  the  administra- 

on,  engaged  in  the  same  inqtiiry.    The  agent  and  the  commit- 

se  reported  in  favor  of  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  and  the  house 

f  representatives,  by  a  majority  unexampled  on  such  a  ques- 

on,  resolved  that  the  public  deposites  could  be  safely  continu- 

]  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding  this  vote,  the  president  took  immediate 
easures  to  transfer  the  deposites  to  the  state  banks.  The  cha- 
icter  of  these  measures  is  known  to  the  house.  The  under- 
Ijncd  think  themselves  safe  in  saying  that  it  was  such  as  to 


tiause  the  directors  of  the  bank  the  greatest  possible  intoii\ehi- 
ence  and  anxiety.  They  were  regarded  as  men  guif^  of  the 
most  criminal  malpractices,  rind  justly  obnoxious  to  the  severed 
treatment  Which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  executive  to  inflict. 
To  all  that  was  officially  done,  was  superadded  an  unbroken 
strain  of  denunciation  from  the  government  press,- and  threats 
of  a  purpose  to  break  those  brahches  of  the  bank  Wliith  were 
supposed  to  be  feeble.  At  length,  without  prevlorrs  airihentie 
notice,  the  deposites  were  removed,  a  short  time  f/eforc  fhe  as- 
sembling of  congress.  A  majority  of  members  had  been  elected 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  part  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  this  measure,  who  appeared  disposed  to  sustain  the  president 
in  the  policy  he  had  adopted.  By  this  majority,  resolutions  were 
passed  expressive  of  their  opinion  that  the  bank  ought  not  to  be 
rechartered,  and  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restoret?. 
These  resolutions  were  adopted  after  a  protracted  debate  on  the 
general  merits  of  the  controversy,  in  wfiich,on  the  part  of  thosiff 
who  sustained  the  president,  the  most  unwarrantable  designs 
and  the  most  corrupt  practices  were  freely  ascribed  to  those  en- 
trusted with  the  direction  of  the  bank. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  commission  of  in- 
quiry into  the  afiairs  of  the  bank  was  instituted.  As  far  as  that 
inquiry  was  of  a  character  in  which  the  bank  was,  by  the  char- 
ter, bound  to  co-operate,  by  submitting  its  books  for  inspection, 
the  directors  have  fully  recognised  their  obligation  to  do  so;  but 
the  undersigned  confess  they  perceive  nothing  in  Ihe  circum- 
stances that  preceded  the  inquiry  which  could  furnish  an  in- 
ducement to  the  bank  to  go  further  than  the  law  requires  of 
them.  By  the  executive  government,  and  the  majority  of  the 
house  of  congress,  their  case  had  been  adjudged.  The  laws 
which  the  wisdom  of  two  former  congresses  enacted  for  erect- 
ing United  States'  banks,  and  of  which  every  department  of  the 
government,  under  every  administration  but  the  present,  has  re- 
cognised the  validity,  have  been  declared  unconstitutional. 
The  present  inquiry  was  not  needed  to  ascertain  if  the  deposites 
should  be  removed;  they  were  removed  many  months  before. 
It  was  not  needed  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  safely  be  re- 
stored; the  house  that  institutes  it  has  resolved  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  restored.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  left,  without 
the  instructions  of  the  Iiouse,  to  deposite  the  public  funds  in  any 
other  bank  he  may  please  to  select,  but  the  house  of  representa- 
tives has  resolved  that  they  ought  not  to  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  Although  the  last  congress,  by  ma- 
jorities of  both  houses,  decided  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  re- 
chartered,  and  the  next  congress  may  be  of  the  same  opinior^i 
the  present  house  of  representatives  has  resolved  to  the  cnnttst^ 
ry,  and,  therefore,  the  inquiry  was  not  needed  to  guide  its  judg- 
ment in  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  Various  misdemeanors  are 
imputed  to  those  who  direct  the  bank;  but  supposing  iheir  de- 
tection the  object  of  the  investigation,  every  principle  of  justice 
forbids  a  mode  of  inquiry,  beginning  and  proceeding  in  self- 
crimination.  The  only  other  legitimate  object  which  the  under- 
signed can  think  of,  is  that  of  collecting  information  to  guide  the 
judgment  of  the  house  in  the  question  of  a  new  bank,  to  be  es- 
tablished on  the  ruins  of  the  present  institution.  The  directors 
of  the  bank,  in  the  opinion  of  the  subscribers,  may  be  safely  ex- 
pected, on  all  occasions,  to  do  the  duty  of  public  spirited  men  to 
their  country:  but  no  principle  of  public  duty  fairly  calls  upon 
litem  to  go  further  than  the  law  requires  them,  in  makinc  them-* 
selves  the  subjects  of  a  criminatory  inquisition,  with  a  view  tft 
build  up  an  institution  to  discharge  that  publio  trust  to  whicU 
they  have  been  declared  unfaJlhfulj  by  those  insUtmiug  the  iq- 
quiry. 

It  is  also  to  be  recollected  that  two  years  had  scarcely  elapsed 
since  the  former  inquiry,  on  which  the  directors  of  the  bank 
had  not  attempted  to  impose  any  limitations;  and  that  in- 
quiry had  resulted  so  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  two 
houses,  that  they  passed  a  bill  for  renewing  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  It  requires  no  words  to  show  that  such  an  examination 
must  be  highly  inconvenient  to  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  in- 
commode them  in  the  orderly  discharge  of  their  duties.  StilS 
graver  inconvenience  may  be  expected  to  result  from  the  effect 
on  the  public  mind,  in  reference  to  the  bank,  which  may  be 
produced  by  the  recurrence  of  such  visitations.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  controversy  waged  with  the  bank,  a  few  new  mat- 
ters of  detail  may  perhaps  have  been  alleged  against  it  since  the 
report  of  the  former  committee,  but  many  of  the  matters  of  ge- 
neral inculpation  now  brought  forward  are  those  sifted  to  the 
bottom  by  tliat  committee,  and  none  of  them  possess  a  novelty 
and  importance,  furnishing,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned, 
an  equitable  ground  for  a  new  investigation.  Is  there  to  be  no 
end  to  visitations.'  The  house  has  the  undoubted  right  to  insti- 
tute them  as  often  as  it  pleases — every  year,  and  every  month; 
but  if  they  are  multiplied  unreasonably,  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  as  it  seems  to  the  undersigned,  are  not  to  be  blamed  if  at 
length  they  put  themselves  upon  their  rights,  decline  to  become 
voluntary  parties  to  these  investigations,  and  submit  to  them 
only  as  far  as  the  charter  requires. 

These  considerations  led  the  undersigned  to  the  opinion  that 
the  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  justified  in  the 
course  adopted  by  them  on  this  occasion.  If,  on  a  question  of 
law  so  grave  and  delicate,  the  committee  of  the  directors  should 
have  come  to  an  erroneous  conclusion,  (which  the  undersigned, 
however,  do  not  admit  to  be  the  case),  it  would  seem  an  undue 
severity  to  consider  and  to  treat  such  error  in  judgment  as  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house. 

6.  This  reflection  leads  the  undersigned  to  a  few  observationii 
on  the  various  calls  for  copies  or  portions  of  the  books,  state- 
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wents,  documents)  abstracts  and  other  papers,  which,  at  differ- 
ent times,  were  made  on  tlie  bank  by  resolutions  of  the  cotn- 
oiittee.  These  resolutions  were  numerous,  and  covered  a  wide 
range  of  inquiry  of  the  most  miscellaneous  character.  A  por- 
tion of  iheni  are  believed  to  call  for  documents,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  already  communicated  to  congress,  and  publislicd;  ano- 
ther portion  relating  to  matters  which  could  not  be  stated  with- 
out great  labor  of  compilation,  and  a  resort  to  sources  of  know- 
ledge not  necessarily  nor  officially  in  the  possession  of  the  batik. 
Some  of  the  calls  referred  to  matters  with  respect  to  whicii  no 
desire  of  concealment  could,  on  any  hypothesis,  be  imputed  to 
the  bank;  others  related  to  concerns  (as  the  undersi<;ned  will 
presently  show)  involving  the  highest  confidence  of  individuals, 
and  not  to  he  divulged,  except  under  legal  compulsion,  without 
the  grossest  breach  of  faith. 

The  answer  of  the  committee  of  llie  directors  to  these  requi- 
sitions was  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  board  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  of  the  29th  ult.  and  1st  instant,  and  do  not 
think  they  are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a  part 
of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the 
surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and  ex  parte  ex- 
amination, which  they  have  already  refused  to  consent  to;  and 
as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters  over  which  the  board 
have  no  control;  and  if  they  could  overcome  these  objections, 
and  had  the  power  over  all  the  papers,  still  it  would  be  in)pos- 
sible  for  them  to  comply  within  any  reasonable  time,  having 
ascertained,  by  a  careful  examination,  that  the  copies  and  state- 
ments called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  alone, 
would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least 
ten  months,  to  make  them  out,  and  that  the  remaining  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  concern  matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  board,  would  require  great  additional  time,  which  they  are 
not  able  exactlyto  compute,  without  causing,  what  they  fear 
would  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion; and  they  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  no  more  com- 
port with  the  views  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  wait 
till  so  distant  a  period,  than  it  would  with  the  rights  of  the  bank, 
to  have  such  a  burden  imposed  upon  it. 

If  the  application  of  the  committee  of  the  house  be  regarded, 
according  to  its  terms,  as  a  mere  request,  it  was  of  course  com- 
petent to  the  directors  respectfully  to  decline  a  compliance  with 
it.  It  can  be  no  contempt  of  the  house,nor  even  matter  of  corn- 
plaint  or  ground  of  prejudice,  thatfluy  request,  which  is  merely 
such,  is  respectfully  declined  by  the  party  to  which  it  is  ad- 
dressed. But  the  committee  of  the  directors  appear  to  have  re- 
garded it  as  a  matter  of  duty,  not  to  return  a  naked  refusal  to 
the  requisition  of  the  committee  of  investigation.  The  reasons 
of  this  refusal  are  stated,  and  they  appear  to  the  undersigned  to 
be  valid.  Reference  to  the  resolutions  in  the  appendix  will  en- 
able the  house  to  judge  of  this  matter.  The  reasons,  as  has 
been  seen,  are,  that  to  comply  with  a  part  of  these  resolutions 
would  be,  in  effect,  to  copy  or  abstract  an  essential  part  of  some 
of  the  books  of  the  bank,  in  order  to  their  being  made  the  sub- 
jects of  a  private  and  ex  ^ar/e  examination;  a  measure  so  much 
the  more  objectionable,  as  it  would  add  the  inconvenience  of 
preparing  the  copy  to  all  the  other  evils  incider^t  to  such  inspec- 
tion. Another  portion  of  the  calls  related  to  matters  of  fact,  in 
no  way  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  not  to  he  as- 
certained but  from  sources  of  information  no  more  accessible 
to  the  directors  than  to  any  other  individual.  These  objections 
were,  of  themselves,  particularly  the  first,  decisive.  In  addi 
tion  to  this,  it  appeared,  from  a  careful  examination,  instituted 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  answers  to  the  first  series  of  calls 
could  not  be  prepared  wihout  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two 
clerks  for  at  least  ten  mouths. 

The  undersigned  are  unwilling  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
house  by  a  particular  examination  of  each  of  the  resolutions, 
but  they  feel  themselves  required  to  express  their  opinion  of  a 
portion  of  them.  They  will  refer  fir^t  to  those  which  call  for 
information  touchins  the  transactions  of  membnis  of  congress 
with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  correspondence  of 
members  of  congress  with  officers  of  the  bank. 

One  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  terms: 
" Resolved,  That  tha  president  and  directors  of  the  hank  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  president  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offi- 
cers and  members  of  congress,  or  of  unanswered  letters  received 
from  any  one  of  them  since  the  first  day  of  .July,  18.32,  touohiiig 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  the  removal  or  restora- 
tion of  the  public  deposites,  or  touching  the  business  transac- 
tions of  such  members  with  said  bank." 

Another  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  terms: 
"/le9o/i)cd,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  hank  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  detailed  sliitenient 
of  all  loans  made  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  individuals, 
who  then  were,  who  have  been  since,  and  who  now  are,  mem- 
bers of  conjiress,  stating  the  amount  of  each  loiin,  when  the 
same  was  made,  for  what  term  the  security  was  given,  and  the 
lime  when  such  scjcurity  was  received:  ami  also  the  security 
which  the  bank  now  holds,  and  the  amount  now  owing  by  any 
and  each  of  such  borrowers,  or  other  person  for  the  benefit  of 
such  borrowers,  at  the  bank,  or  cnther  of  the  branches:  and 
stating,  also,  the  particulars  of  any  such  loans,  wiiich  have  been 
protested,  or  which  are  n(»w  und(;r  protest,  and  the  names  of 
the  parties  to  any  such  debts;  also  the  naaics,  if  any,  of  any 


such  persons,  whose  notes  have  been  renewed  after  the  sama 
had  become  due  and  not  protested  or  renewed,  with  the  names 
of  individuals,  parties  to  said  renewals,  whose  notes  were  under 
protest  at  the  time  such  renewals  were  made;  and,  also,  whe- 
ther such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by  the  directors  or 
otherwise,  and  by  what  autliority." 

The  undersigned  suppose  it  impossible  to  mistake  the  general 
purport  of  calls  like  these.  From  their  minuteness  of  s^pecifica- 
lion,  they  may  be  supposed  to  aim  at  particular  individuals.  Of 
any  such  reference  the  undersigned  are  witiiout  accurate  know- 
ledge; and  nothing  is  further  from  their  design  than  to  impute 
to  their  respected  colleasues  the  pursuit  of  any  unparliamenta- 
ry or  improper  object.  They  cheerfully  concede  to  them  what 
they  claim  for  themselves,  to  have  acted  with  a  single  eye  to 
public  duty,  in  their  apprehension  of  it.  But  the  undersigned 
are  free  to  confess,  that  they  regard  the  undeniable  purport  of 
resolutions  like  those  repeated,  as  highly  objeciionalile.  They 
seem  to  them  to  convey  a  general  insinuation  out  of  place, 
above  the  region  of  the  partisan  press.  The  charge  suggested 
is  that  of  bribery  and  corruption,  so  common  as  to  authorise  a 
general  search.  This  is  a  crime,  unquestionably,  which  may, 
if  sufficient  grounds  exist,  be  rightfully  charged  on  any  director 
of  the  bank,  or  member  of  congress;  but  which  the  undersigned 
regard  as  far  too  serious  to  be  thus  charged  without  such  strong 
grounds  of  presumption.  It  is  true  that  it  might  seem  gratui- 
tous, in  the  undersigned,  to  be  over  forward  in  repelling  such  a 
cliarge.  In  the  existing  division  of  parties,  they  and  their  politi- 
cal friends  are  not  found  on  that  side  of  the  house  which  it  was 
necessary  for  the  bank  to  buy  or  bribe.  The  honorable  and 
high  minded  men  who  compose  the  majority  in  the  house, 
politically  attached  to  the  administration,  and  opposed  to  the 
bank,  do  not  need  the  aid  of  the  undersigned  to  show  the  in- 
justice of  a  general  imputation  upon  their  charaeters.  But 
somethinji  unquestionably  is  due  to  the  general  rep.utation  oi 
tlie  two  houses  of  congress.  If  individuals  are,  on  clear  grounds, 
suspected  of  being  thus  corrupted;  if  the  bank,  on  reasonable 
grounds,  is  suspected  of  this  highest  bread)  of  privilege,  Jeltlu 
individuals  criminated  be  named;  the  charge  be  state  d  in  form 
the  culprit  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house;  and  the  guilty  pun 
ished.  But  let  not  the  whole  body  of  both  houses  be  involved 
in  one  indiscriminate  and  odious,  because  vague  and  anony- 
mous delation. 

As  for  the  call  for  the  correspondence  of  all  members  of  con- 
gress with  the  bank  for  the  last  two  years,  and  particularly  foi 
copies  of  all  unanswered  letters,  the  undersigned  could  not  bui 
regard  it  with  painful  feelings.  Public  life,  already  suffieientli 
discredited  by  the  fierceness  of  parly  warfare,  will  cease  to  be 
a  pursuit  for  tliose  who  have  not  lost  all  taste  for  the  socia 
charities,  if  the  sanctuary  of  private  intercotirse  and  private  cor 
respondence  is  to  be  invaded  at  pleasure,  and  every  letter,  an- 
swered or  unanswered,  which  may  have  been  written  by  an  in- 
dividual who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  a  member  of  congress 
(for  a  great  misfortune  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be) 
is  subject  to  be  brought  up  by  the  drag-net  of  a  general  search 
It  was  declared  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  the  famous  case  of  Mone; 
and  others  against  Leach,  that  "to  ransack  private  studies,  ii 
order  to  search  for  evidence,  and  even  without  a  previous  charg 
on  oath,  is  contrary  to  natural  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  libert. 
of  the  subject.  To  search  a  man's  private  papers,  ad  libitum 
and  even  without  accusation,  is  an  infringement  of  the  natura 
rights  of  mankind."  (3  Bur.  1762).  It  was  not  the  least  detes 
table  of  the  cruel  violations  of  justice  and  law  which  brough 
Sidney  to  the  block,  that  he  perished  in  consequence  of  the  dis 
covery  of  a  manuscript  political  treatise,  brought  to  light  by 
general  search  among  the  papers  in  his  cabinet. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  more  right  in  a  committee  r 
this  house  to  call  for  the  letters  which  may  have  been  writte 
by  a  member  of  congress  to  an  officer  of  the  bank,  on  the  sul 
jcct  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  than  to  call  for  his  letters  I 
any  other  person  on  any  other  subject.  Undoubtedly  it  is  cor 
ceivable  that  such  a  letter  might  become  legal  evidence,  in 
process  of  attachment,  for  breach  of  privilege,  and  in  that  cas 
might  be  called  for  and  used.  So  might  any  letter  in  any  er 
minal  cause.  It  is  conceivable  that  a  man's  letter  to  his  wil 
or  child  might  become  legal  evidence  in  a  capital  trial;  and  i 
that  case,  if  it  were  in  the  possession  of  a  third  person,  ll 
court  would  compel  its  production.  Bnl  the  undersigned  a 
of  opinion  that  a  general  warrant  to  compel  the  production 
all  the  letters  which  may  have  been  written  by  a  class  of  ind 
viduals  for  two  years,  in  order  to  a  search  of  the  same,  with 
view  to  the  institution  of  a  critrtinal  prosecution  against  tl 
writers,  or  receivt^rs,  is  now  for  the  first  time  atlenip'«;d  to  I 
made,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  of  a  parliamentary  body. 

It  is  one  of  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  that,  in  the  ard( 
pursuit  of  ends,  which,  as  individuals  or  members  of  a  part 
we  think  justifiable,  we  sometimes  go  far  beyond  the  line  < 
justice,  as  we  should  understand  it  in  our  own  case.  To  tho 
who,  in  the  ardor  of  a  protracted  controversy,  have  becon 
wrouiiht  up  to  the  belief  that  the  bank  and  all  its  offices  are  o 
great  eniirne  of  corruption,  and  those  who  have  (h,>fended 
chartered  rights  and  maintained  its  usefulness,  in  and  out 
congrt!ss,  a  band  of  mercenary  r-tipendiaries,  it  mav  seen 
very  just  and  proper  demand  that  the  confidence  of  their  p 
vale  intercourse  should  be  violated,  their  business  transactio 
stigmatized  with  corruption  before  the  world,  and  their  priv 
corr<'spondenee  sprnad  on  the  journals  of  a  committee  of  t 
house,  ami,  at  their  discretion,  seut  to  the  newspapers.  But 
pausing  a  moment  in  the  career  of  party,  they  will  make  I 
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case  Iheir  own;  suppose  themselves  at  tlie  mercy  of  those  now 
in  tiie  minorily,  wieldinj»  against  llieui  the  entire  authority  of 
the  house,  seniling  its  coniiniltees  to  unlock  their  closet?,  and 
requiring  the  production  of  every  lelter  they  may  have  written 
on  jmblic  affairs  for  years,  they  will  prohably  form  a  new  con- 
ception of  the  light  in  which  the  calls  now  under  consideration 
are  re<;arded  by  those  against  whom  they  were  aimed,  if  any 
such  tliere  be. 

The  undersigned  would  make  a  reflection  somewhat  similar, 
in  reference  to  the  call  for  the  amount  of  fees  p;iid  to  counsel 
for  legal  advice  given  to  the  bank,  and  the  accommodations  re- 
ceived at  the  bank  by  editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers  and 
periodical  works.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  there  is  an  impu- 
tation of  corruption  in  calls  like  these;  for  it  cannot  be  pretend- 
ed that,  merely  as  a  part  of  the  business  transactions  of  the 
bank,  the  sums  which  would  fall  under  these  heads,  in  any  es- 
timate, however  extravagant,  of  their  amount,  could  be  of  any 
interest  to  congress.  Why,  then,  are  they  singled  out.''  There 
is,  of  course,  in  collecting  the  vast  amoui\t  of  debt  constantly 
falling  due  to  the  bank,  and  in  carrying  on  its  large  concerns, 
continual  need  ol  legal  advice  and  professional  service.  Is  it 
disreputable  to  seek  this  advice  and  service,  and,  having  re- 
ceived them,  to  pay  for  them?  Is  the  profession  of  the  law 
fairly  obnoxious  to  the  stigma,  which  the  resolution  implies,  on 
those  of  its  members  who  transact  the  business  of  the  bank.'' 
Are  mere  partisan  insinuations,  fabricated  with  all  the  levity 
and  cruelty  of  an  unscrupulous  press,  sufficient  ground  for  the 
virtual  denunciation  and  proscription  of  a  whole  profession.'' 
7'he  undersigned  forbear  to  insist  on  the  protection  which  the 
law  gives  to  the  intercourse  of  lawyer  and  client,  and  which, 
they  believe,  would  protect  the  bank  from  this  search  into  the 
relations  which  exist  between  it  and  counsel  employed  in 
transacting  its  business. 

Nor  do  the  undersigned  think  the  profession  of  editors  and 
publishers,  of  right,  more  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  cor- 
ruption, on  the  ground  of  business  transactions  with  the  bank. 
The  nature  of  their  business  requires  bank  accommodation  as 
much  as  any  other.  The  undersigned  do  not  perceive  that  they 
are  more  likely  than  any  other  class  of  citizens  to  be  corruptly 
influenced  by  the  accommodations  they  receive.  If  they  were, 
it  is  doubtful,  as  matter  of  fact,  whether,  with  an  exclusive  eye 
to  the  accommodations  afforded  by  all  the  banks  in  the  coun- 
try, and  to  the  influences  under  which  they  are  dispensed,  it 
would  be  a  better  calculation  at  the  present  day,  to  defend  or 
to  attack  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  editor  who  defends  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may 
be  considered  free  from  the  suspicion  of  having  an  eye  to  politi- 
cal patronage,  a  source  of  corruption,  when  abused,  as  power- 
ful, to  say  the  least,  as  the  favor  of  a  mere  moneyed  institution. 
7.  But  the  undersigned  hasten  to  express  their  views  on  the 
last  step  which  was  taken  by  the  committee  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duly;  in  many  respects,  the  most  important  of 
all.  On  the  9th  day  of  May,  a  copy  of  a  process,  somewhat  of 
the  character  of  a  subpoena  duces  tecuin,  and  which  may  be  seen 
in  the  appendix.  No.  47,  addressed  to  B.  S.  Bonsall,  marshal  of 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was  served  upon  Nicholas 
Biddle,  president,  Emanuel  [Manuel]  Eyre,  Matthew  Newkirk, 
John  Sergeant,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  S.  Henry,  John  R. 
Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James 
C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes  and  William  Piatt, 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the 
said  Bonsall  to  summon  them  to  be  and  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1834,  in  their  chamber  in  the 
North  American  liotel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  bring 
with  them  the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  on  the  10th  day  of 
May  instant,  at  the  hour  of  12  M.  then  and  there  to  testify 
touching  the  matters  enumerated  in  the  said  resolulkOn,  and  to 
submit  said  books  to  said  committee  for  inspection. 

The  undersigned  entertained,  and  still  entertain,  great  doubts 
of  the  legality  of  this  process.  The  inquiry  alluded  to  in  the 
process  is,  among  other  things,  into  "the  abuses,  corruptions, 
and  malpractices  of  the  bank,"  that  is,  the  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors of  its  officers  and  directors;  and  the  process  just  recit- 
ed is  intended  to  be  a  summons  to  a  majority  of  the  directors 
and  the  chief  officer  of  the  bank  to  appear  and  testify,  as  indi- 
viduals, to  the  matters  of  that  inquiry;  that  is,  to  their  own 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  with  a  view,  as  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  expressed  it,  of  inquiring  "whether  such  prosecu- 
tion (vi'^:  a  criminal  prosecution)  should  be  instituted."  The 
undersigned  have  already  argued  at  length,  and  attempted  to 
show,  that  the  power  reserved  in  the  charter,  of  sending  a  com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  and  report  whether  its  charter  had  been  violated,  confer- 
red no  right  of  compelling  the  production  of  the  books  out  of  the 
bank,  and  the  appearance  of  the  directors,  to  submit  to  an  exa- 
mination on  oath  as  to  their  innocence  or  guilt,  of  the  unspeci- 
fied crimes  and  misdemeanors  laid  to  their  charge.  In  like 
manner  the  undersigtied  have  expressed  their  decided  convic- 
tion that  the  general  power  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the  house 
can  have  no  rightful  extension  to  a  case  like  this.  It  follows, 
by  necessary  consequence,  that  no  process,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject to  compel  the  directors  to  appear  before  the  committee,  and 
bring  with  them  the  books  of  the  bank  to  be  inspected,  and  to 
testify  touching  the  matters  of  such  an  inquiry,  could  be  legal. 
The  object  of  the  process  was  unauthorised  by  law. 

Incident  to  this  fatal  objection  to  the  process,  is  another  not 
less  so.    A  mbpcena  duces  tecum  is  a  process,  not  issuing  to  the 


party  criminated  or  implicated  in  the  trial,  or  interested  in  the 
suit,  but  to  a  third  person  to  appear  and  bring  with  him  any  pa- 
per in  his  possession,  which  may  be  lawfully  used  as  evidence 
in  the  trial  or  suit,  without  prejudice  to  the  person  summoned, 
or  his  title.  The  process  of  the  committee  was  intended  to  be 
addressed  to  those  whose  abuses,  corruptions  and  malpractices 
were  the  subjects  of  imjuiry;  and  the  bookis  they  were  ordered 
to  bring  with  them,  were  to  he  used  in  ttieir  own  crimination. 

The  form  o(  the  process,  and  its  mode  of  service,  are  believed 
by  the  undersigned  to  be  not  less  objectionable  than  its  object, 
and  eciually  fatal  to  its  legal  character;  but  on  this  topic  they 
omit  to  dwell. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  objections  to  its  legality,  the  per- 
sons to  whom  it  was  addressed,  individuals  unsurpassed  for 
probity,  intelligence  and  weight  of  character  in  the  community, 
treating  it  with  the  respect  due  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
obeyed  its  call,  and  appeared  before  the  committee,  at  their 
chamber  in  the  North  Americal  hotel.  Their  answer  to  the 
summons  was  communicated  in  writing,  and  appears  among 
the  documents  as  paper  No.  48.  They  state  therein,  that  they 
do  not  produce  the  books  of  the  bank,  because  they  are  not  in 
the  custody  of  either  of  them,  but  in  that  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. By  the  board,  it  will  be  recollected,  the  books  had  been 
confided  to  a  committee  of  their  number,  to  be  by  them  submit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  investigation.  If  it  were  the  purpose 
of  the  committee  of  the  house  to  address  their  process  to  the 
party  having  the  actual  possession  of  the  books,  it  would  seem 
that  the  committee  of  the  directors  was  that  party  delegated  by 
the  board,  and  recognized  throughout  the  transaction  as  their 
agent,  by  the  committee  of  the  house.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
were  intended  to  address  it  to  the  party  to  whom  the  books  ul- 
timately belonged,  it  would  seem  thai  it  should  have  gone  to 
the  corporation. 

The  written  answer  of  the  directors  (after  stating  their  igno- 
rance, whether  they  should  be  called  on  to  testily),  expressed  a 
purpose  not  to  testify  to  the  matters  of  the  inquiry,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  and  their  own  relation  to 
it,  as  corporators  and  directors.  But  as  none  of  the  persons 
summoned  were  required  by  the  committee  to  testify,  no  actu- 
al refusal  to  testify  took  place,  and  consequently  no  contempt 
(supposing  an  actual  refusal  would  have  been  such  contempt, 
which  the  undersigned  do  not  admit)  was  committed  by  the  di- 
rectors against  the  authority  of  the  house. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that,  supposing  the  process  valid 
in  its  object,  substance,  form  and  service,  it  was  matter  of  in- 
difference, as  far  as  the  qtiestion  of  right  is  concerned,  what 
book  or  books  the  directors  were  required  by  it  to  produce.  But 
they  cannot  but  express  the  opinion,  that  a  demand  for  the  cre- 
dit books  of  the  bank,  showing  the  accounts  of  every  individual 
with  the  institution,  was  the  last  which,  in  a  tender  regard  to 
the  rights  and  feelings  of  third  persons,  it  would  have  been  ex- 
pedient to  make. 

So  sacred  is  the  confidence  of  individuals  dealing  with  the 
bank,  that  the  charter  exempts  the  state  of  their  accounts  from 
the  v.'eekly  inspection  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
autiiorised  to  make;  and  the  by  laws,  which  have  been  in 
force  from  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  forbid  a  director, 
without  special  authority,  to  inspect  the  cash  account  of  in- 
dividuals. To  require  the  directors  to  take  from  the  banking 
house,  convey  through  the  public  streets,  and  open  for  inspec- 
tion in  the  chamber  of  a  hotel,  the  book  containing  the  account 
of  every  individual  with  the  bank,  would  seem  to  indicate  the 
purpose  of  putting  to  the  severest  test  the  power  of  the  house, 
the  obedience  of  the  bank,  and  the  patience  of  innocent  third 
parlies,  whoso  vital  interests  might  be  jeoparded  in  this  proce- 
dure. 

The  previous  demands  of  the  committee,  having  assumed  the 
form  of  requests,  could  only  be  objected  to  in  their  spirit  and 
tendency.  There  is  nothing  which  a  committee  authoriiied  to 
inquire,  may  not  request,  because  there  is  no  request,  which, 
as  such,  may  not  be  refused.  The  law  knows  nothing  of  re- 
quests; their  refusal  puts  no  one  in  contempt.  But  the  process 
now  under  consideration  assumes  the  form  of  a  legal  and  com- 
pulsory instrument,  authenticated  by  the  seal  of  the  house,  and 
the  signature  of  the  clerk.  Obedience  to  such  an  instrument, 
(if  it  is  lawfully  issued),  can  be  compelled  against  all  obstacles 
and  opponents',  and  those  who  maintain  its  legality,  must  main- 
tain the  power  of  enforcing  it.  How  shall  it  be  enforced,  in 
case  it  be  disobeyed  and  resisted.'  Shall  the  sergeant-at-arms 
be  sent  to  attach  the  directors.'  Shall  they  be  brought  prisoners 
to  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  bar  of  the  house,  attached 
for  refusing  to  produce  and  bring  their  books  to  the  North 
American  hotel,  and  for  avowing  a  purpose,  (which  was  not 
put  to  the  test),  not  to  submit  to  an  examination  on  oath, 
touching  their  own  crimes  and  misdemeanors.'  A  satisfactory 
answer,  consonant  to  reason  and  justice,  and  grounded  on  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  must  be  found  to 
this  question,  by  all  persons  who  maintain  the  validity  of  the 
process  issued  by  the  committee.  That  such  a  process  is  no 
suhpcena  duces  tecum,  is  obvious,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  address- 
ed to  the  parties  implicated.  It  is  no  process  in  chancery,  re- 
quiring a  parly  to  produce  his  books  and  papers,  for  its  avowed 
object  is  to  inquire  whether  "a  criminal  prosecution  shall  be 
instituted;"  an  object  for  which  the  chancellor  will  require  no 
man  to  produce  his  papers.  Unlike  any  of  the  processes  known 
to  the  humane  jurisdiction  of  the  present  day,  it  is,  in  their 
most  odious  features,  identical  with  the  general  warrants  of  the 
dark  agea  of  English  liberty,  and  the  writs  of  assistance  wbLch 
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Srst  kirtdled  iHie  spirit  of  i^esistancb  iil  the  American  colotiles. 
it  js  a  cttiHpulsbry  process,  to  compel  tiife  good  people  of  ilie 
United  Sluies  to  pl-oduice  their  bboiis  arid  papers,  and  sUl)mit 
^heiii  ttJ  geherai  search  irt  proof  of  crimes,  not  changed,  but  sUs- 
l^etted;  to  be  enforced  by  attachment,  imprisonment  and  in- 
finite distress;— a  search  of  boolis,  a  search  of  papers,  a  search 
of  accounts,  a  search  of  letters,  and  an  examination  on  oath  of 
the  persons  implicated,  touching  the  matters  whereof  they  are 
suspected.  In  what  does  such  a  warrant  differ  from  those  which 
were  issued  under  the  first  Charles  and  the  second  James,  lor 
which,  among  other  things,  Scroggs  was  impeached;  and  which 
the  house  of  commons,  in  1763,  after  full  argument,  solemnly 
resolved  to  be  illegal?  Illegal  for  a  court  of  king's  bench  in  1684, 
illegal  in  the  house  of  commons  in  1763,  the  undersigned  are 
Blow  to  believe  that  an  American  house  of  representatives,  in 
1834,  wiH  be  found  to  assert,  or  an  American  citizen  to  admit, 
Iheir  legality. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  observe,  that  neither 
of  them  gave  his  voice  for  the  resolution  creating  the  com- 
mittee, nor  deemed  the  inquiry,  in  many  of  its  objects,  neces- 
sary or  proper.  They  hope  it  is  not  improper  to  add  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion,  that,  had  the  attention  of  the  house  been 
|)articularly  drawn  in  debate  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it 
Would  have  received  some  modidcation;  and  that  it  is  owing  to 
its  passage  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  and 
without  any  examination  of  its  details,  that  it  received,  in  its 
present  form,  the  sanction  of  the  house.  Being,  however,  plac- 
ed on  the  committee,  the  undersigned  were  desirous  of  dis- 
charging their  duty  as  members  of  it,  under  the  order  of  the 
house,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  according  to  their  un- 
derstanding of  the  rights  of  the  corporation  visited — the  powers 
of  the  house,  and  the  principles  of  justice.  They  were  de- 
sirous of  taking  up  the  various  matters  of  inquiry  enumerated  in 
the  resolution,  viz:  the  causes  of  the  distress,  the  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  charter,  and  the  imputed  corruptions  of  the  bank, 
one  by  one;  of  considering  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged  by  tlie  house;  of  investigating  each  according  to  its 
nature;  of  inspecting  the  books  and  examining  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank  according  to  the  charter,  that  is,  in  reference  to  all 
objects  which,  by  the  charter,  are  properly  subjects  of  such  in- 
spection and  examination;  or  in  regard  to  which  the  directors 
might  voluntarily  submit  them  for  inspection;  and  of  inquiring 
into  the  other  matters  referred  to  them,  as  far  as,  on  considera- 
tion, they  should  deem  the  committee  competent  to  do  so. 

Of  all  these  objects,  the  undersigned  confess  that  they  re- 
garded that  which  stands  foremost  in  the  resolution  as   vastly 
the  most  important;  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  present 
distress.    It  was  their  firm  persuasion  that  the  country  demand- 
ed this  inquiry  of  congress.     A  number  of  memorials  and  of 
subscribers  to  them,  greater  by  far  than    have  at  any  former 
period  come   before  congress,  invoked  the  aid   of  the  national 
legislature  to  r«^lieve  them   from   a   state   of  unexampled  dis- 
tress.   An  embarrassment  unusually  extensive  and  severe,  and 
not  yet  essentially  alleviated,  demanded   an  inquiry   into   its 
causes.     It  was  alleged,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  wantonly  pro- 
duced by  the  bank;  and,  on  the  other,  to  be  the  unavoidable 
consequence  of  the  financial  policy  pursued  by  the  executive. 
The  undersigned  wished  to  make  this  fir^t,  as  it  was  infinitely 
the  most  important  object  of  their  investigations;  to  receive  the 
testimony  of  enlightened  merchants  and  men  of  business,  in  the 
intelligent  community  to  which  they  were  sent,  (who  might  be 
WiUnig  to  appear  before  them),  as  to  the  extent  and  causes  of 
the  distress;  to  receive  from  the  bank  those  statements  of  its  af- 
fairs, which  they  are  well  persuaded  it  would  most  cheerfully 
•have  afforded,  and  which  would  have  illustrated  its  whole  course 
in  the  difficult  and  trying  position  into  which  it  has  been  thrown; 
and  from  all  other  persons,  on   whom   the  committee  would 
have  had  a  right  to  call,  their  testimony  as  to  the  iiranner  in 
which  this  measure  of  the  executive  has  been  taken   up  and 
carried   on.     Such   an   examination,  the   undersigned  believe, 
would  have  been  useful  to  congress,  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  powerfully  efficient  in  leading  to  the  removal  of  the  heavy 
burdens  now  lying  on  them.  This  object  first  accomplished,  as  it 
was  the  first  in  the  precept  of  the  house,  the  undersigned  would 
have  proceeded  to  consider  the  violations  of  the  charter;  and  as 
the  resolution  of  the  house  does  not  confine  the  inquiry  to  those 
violations  with  which  the  bank  has  been  charged,  they  would 
have  deemed  themselves  authorised  to  extend  their  researches 
to  those  of  which  the  bank  complains,  particularly  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  for  reasons  not  deemed  satisfactory  by  congress, 
as  now  appears  of  record  on  the  journal  of  one  of  the  houses 
of  congress.     If,  after  these  inquiries  had  been  gone  through, 
it  had  still  appeared,  on  considering  the  other  matters  compre- 
hended in  the  resolution,  that  they  required  or  admitted  further 
investigation,  the  undersigned  would  cheerfully  have  co-operat- 
ed in  the  work,  resorting  to  every  source  of  information,  legally 
available,  as  far  as  the  same  could,  by  the  charter,  be  required 
from  the  bank,  or  legally  received  or  compelled  from  any  other 
quarter.    If,  in   the   progress  of  such  an  investigation,  so  con- 
ducted, disclosures  had  been  made  of  matter  requiring  or  au- 
thorising any  further  procedure  on  the  part  of  the  house,  the 
undersigned  would  not  have  been  behind  the  most  zealous  of 
their  associates,  in  denouncing  it  to  the  house  and  the  country. 
A  different  view  of  their  duty  was,  however,  taken   by  their 
colleagues,  resulting  it]  a  series  of  measures,  from  which  the 
undersigned  unfortunately  found  themselves  obliged  to  dissent. 
But  while  there  was  a  form,  in  which  the  undersigned  were 
prepared  to  oieet  ever  part  of  the  resolution  under  which  the 


committee  Was  raised— the  form  most  consonant  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  country,  (to  which  all  other  matters  of  party 
crimination  are  insignificant  compared  with  the  great  question 
of  the  causes,  the  just  responsibility,  and  the  remedies  of  the 
present  sore  distress)— the  form  unquestionably  in  which  the 
resolution  was  viewed  by  one  considerable  class  of  those  who 
voted  for  it  in  the  house — the  undersigned  freely  admit,  that,  in 
the  range  and  character  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  inquiry  by 
their  colleagues,  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  purpose  of 
the  majority  of  the  house  was  not  mistaken.  They  think  that 
no  candid  person,  contemplating  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  from  the  first  demonstrations  of  a  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  hostile  to  the  bank,  down  to  the  recent  measures, 
in  support  of  that  policy  in  the  house  of  representatives,  will 
deny  that  Its  object  was  the  overthrow  of  the  institution,  and 
the  impeachmentof  its  directors  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion, 
if  not  before  that  of  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  land,  of  gross 
malpractices,  corruptions  and  frauds;  and  that  the  inquiry  to  be 
conducted  by  the  committee,  of  which  the  undersigned  com- 
posed the  minority,  was  proposed  to  be  one  of  the  measures  to 
promote  that  end.  So  far  from  this  being  denied,  the  under- 
signed understand  it  to  be  not  only  admitted,  but  claimed  as  a 
merit,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  present  administration 
of  the  national  government. 

How  was  it  natural  that  such  an  inquiry  should  be  met  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  by  those  who  have  been  intrusted  by  the  stock- 
holders with  its  direction.'    The  bank  is  a  legal  abstraction. 
To  charge   the   bank  with  bribery  and  corruption,  is  to  use 
words  which  have  no  accurate  meaning,  true  or  false.    The 
party  implicated  is  the  directory  and  officers;  men  of  character; 
men  known  to  the  community  as  some  of  its  most  useful  mem- 
bers and  brightest  ornaments;  men  of  probity,  unimpeached  in 
private  life.     Some  of  ihem  are  merchants,  whose  word,  in  the 
most  important  transactions,  would  be  deemed  as  good  as  their 
bond;  and  others  are  professional  characters,  who  adorn  the 
highest  tribunals  of  the  country.    These  are  the  party  implicat- 
ed— charged  with  a  most  cruel  and  perfidious  design  to  bring 
universal  distress  upon  the  country,  for  the  sake  of  paltry  sel- 
fish ends;  and,  to  promote  these  ends,  further  charged  with  cor- 
rupting the  conductors  of  the  press,  corrupting  the  people  in 
the   exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  corrupting  the 
members  of  congress.     Are   honest  and  honorable  men,  charg- 
ed with  these  odious  misdemeanors,  to  submit  to  the  charge 
without  a  murmur;  to  acknowledge  the  reasonableness  of  mak- 
ing it;  the  expediency  of  investigating  it,  all  vague  and  unspeci- 
fied as  it  is;  the  reality  of  a  jrritna  facia  case  against  them? 
Does  conscious  innocence  require  them  to  admit  that  there  is 
ground  of  suspicion?    Does  the  strong  and  indignant  feeling 
that  their  characters  are  outraged,  while  their  rights  are  invad- 
ed, call  upon  them  voluntarily  to  take  the  culprit's  place,  and 
endure  the  ignominy  of  what  they  deem  an  uncalled  for  and  a 
vexatious  inquisition?    Or  is  it  not  rather  the  natural  dictate  of 
proud  and  conscious  innocence  to  place  themselves  upon  their 
rights,  beneath  the  segis  of  the  law?     If  I  go  to  my  neighbor,  as 
honest  a  man  as  myself,  and  say,  "you  are  a  swindler  and  a 
knave,"  shall   he   meekly  ask  me  to  enter  his  house,  lay  open 
his  ledger  and  his  letter  book,  and  invite  me  to  collect  the  ma- 
terials out  of  which   I  may  prejudice  the  public  against  him.? 
The  directors  of  the  bank  are  citizens,  ashonest  and  as  virtu- 
ous as  any  of  those,  in  office  or  out  of  it,  high  or  low,  who 
charge  them  with  corruption,    A  good  name  is  as  dear  to  them 
as  to  their  accusers.     Their  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country 
is  as  great.    The  success  with  which  they  have  conducted  af- 
fairs of  the  great  institution  intrusted  to  their  care,  is  not  mat- 
ter of  opinion;  it  is  notorious  to  all  the  world.     At  this  moment, 
notwithstanding  the  fearful  warfare  waged  against  them  by  al- 
most every  branch  of  the  government  of  their  own  country, 
their  credit  is  as  good  at  London  and  Paris,  as  that  of  the  bank 
of  England  or  France.     At  this  moment,  in  the  remotest  east, 
in  the  markets  of  China,  where  the  silver  coin  of  the  country, 
from  the  public  mint,  is  undervalued,  the  paper  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  an  acceptable  currency.     In  the  midst  of 
its  career  of  usefulness,  it  has  been,  unfortunately  for  the  coun- 
try, drawn  info  the  field  of  political  controversy;  its  directors 
and  officers  vilified  by  name,  their  most  laudable  measures  mis- 
represented, their  most  innocent  acts  calumniated,  and  their 
slightest    errors   of  judgment   tortured   into    corruptions    and 
crimes;  above  all,  the  severe  distress,  with  which  the  country 
has  been  visited,  for  the  sake  of  carrying  Qn  this  warfare,  has 
been  cruelly  imputed  to  the  wanton  action  of  the  banit,  though 
struggling  for  its  own  existence  against  the  most  formidable 
efforts  to  crush  it.     The  calm  and  dignified  tone  which  charac- 
terises the  communications  of  the  committee  of  directors,  under 
circumstances  like  these,  is,  to  the  undersigned,  a  satisfactory 
indication  of  their  integrity  and  conscious  purity.    They  have 
placed  themselves  where,  as  American  citizens,  conscions  of 
their  rights,  of  their  injuries,  and  of  their  innocence,  they  had  a 
right  to  place  themselves,  under  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Firmly  believing  that  they  are  innocent  of  the  crimes  and  cor- 
ruptions with  which  they  have  been  charged,  and  that,  if  guilty,' 
they  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  criminate  themselves,  the 
undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  directors  of  the  bank 
have  been  guilty  of  no  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  house, 
in  having  respectt'ully  declined  to  submit  their  books  r»r  inspec- 
tion, except  as  required  by  the  charter.  All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted  by  EDWARD  EVERETT, 

WILLIAM  W.  ELLSWORTH. 
House  of  representatives f  fiSid  May,  1834. 
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gt|=>We  have  the  pleasure  to  present  our  readers  with 
a  supplement  to  the  present  number,  by  means  of  which 
we  are  enabled  not  only  to  insert  all  the  documents  at- 
tached to  the  reports  ot  the  committee  for  investigating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  a  large 
quantity  of  other  matter — some  of  which  had  accumu- 
lated in  type,  having  been  several  times  set  aside  to 
make  room  for  things  that  could  not  be  deferred.  The 
miscellaneous  articles,  (that  the  papers  concerning  the 
bank  may  have  regular  succession  when  the  volume  is 
bound)  commence  in  page  241. 


APPENDIX 

TO   THE  REPORT  OF   THE  MINORITY   OF  THE   BANK  COMMITTEE. 
No.  1. 
Philadelphia,  North  American  hotel,  ^pril  23, 1834. 
Sir:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  enclose 
to  you  the  accotnpanying  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  you  that 
the  committee  will  be  prepared  to  visit  the  banii  of  the  United 
States  to  morrow,  at  any  hour  that  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
receive  them,  to  commence  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assign- 
ed them.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS, 

chairman  committee  of  investigation. 
N.  Biddle,  esq.  president  bank  of  the  U.  States. 
Resolved,  That  for  tlie  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  sundry  memorials,  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  Uie  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  control  the  press, 
to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  pro 
ducing  the  existing  pressure,  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inspect  the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  corrup 
tions  or  mal-practices,  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said 
bank;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches.  And  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspect- 
ing the  book-s,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation, 
together  with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  ^pril23,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa 
tives  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  4th  instant. 

I  shall  forthwith  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  direc 
tors  of  the  bank  at  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning,  when  these 
papers  shall  be  submitted  to  them,  after  which  a  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  shall  be  made  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
yours,  N.  BlDDhB,  president. 

|lon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  committee  of  investigation. 
No.  2. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ^pril24,  1834. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  a  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  hank 
of  the  United  States,  to  send  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  this  morning  by  the  board,  at  a  special  meeting, 
convened  in  consequence  of  your  communication  of  yesterday 
to  the  president,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  committee  will  im- 
mediately direct  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  and  will  attend  at  the  bank  to  receive 
them  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  rnot^t  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  committee  of  Invesfisation. 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  hoard 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  and  to  offer  for  their  inspection 
euch  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  as  may  he  necessary  to  ex- 
hibit the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter. 

The  following  directors  were  then  appointed  to  compose  the 
said  committee: 

Vol.  XLVI— Sig.  16. 


Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Neff,  Mr.  Chauncey, 
Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Henry. 

No.  3. 

Friday,  ^pril25,  1834. 
Mr.  Sergeant  offered  to  the  committee  of  llie  liouso  of  repre- 
sentatives ilie  assistance  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  in  giv- 
ing every  facility  to  the  prosecution  of  their  inquiry.     Mr.  Tlio- 
nias  llieti  presented  to  the  committee  of  the  bank  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a  list  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of  the  purposes  for  which  each 
is  designed,  and  the  names  of  the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  cus- 
tody they  are  respectively  committed;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  the 
by-laws  now  in  force  in  the  bank,  and  of  the  by-laws  in  force 
prior  to  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1829. 
No.  4. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ^pril  25,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  send  you,  agreeably  to  your  re- 
quest, "a  list  of  the  books  of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of 
the  purposes  for  which  each  is  designed." 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  inquiry,  "the  names  of 
the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  custody  they  are  respectively  com- 
mitted," I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  say 
that  these  books  are  not  understood  to  be  in  the  care  and  custo- 
dy of  the  clerks,  but  in  the  general  custody  of  the  board.  The 
names  of  the  clerks  who  make  entries  in  them,  and  for  that 
purpose  have  possession  of  them  during  the  hours  of  business, 
are  added  to  the  list  of  the  books. 

I  also  enclose  "a  copy  of  the  by-laws  now  in  force  in  the 
bank,  and  of  tiie  by-laws  in  force  prior  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  1829." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  cA,airman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  committee  of  investigation. 
No.  5. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Jlpril  26,  1834. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying resolutions.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant,                                     FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 
To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  bank  U,  States. 
No.  6. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  the  proceedings,  investigations,  and  examina- 
tions of  the  committee  of  the  books,  papers,  and  affairs  of  the 
bank,  shall  be  confidential, 'unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  investigation  of  this  committee  into  the 
affair.s,  management  and  concerns  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  conducted  without  the  presence  of  any  person 
who  is  not  required,  or  invited  to  attend  the  examination  of  this 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  communicate  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  directors  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH, 

secretary  to  the  committee. 
No.  7. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Jlpril  26, 1834. 
Sir:  I  have  received,  and  have  laid  before  the  committee  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  your  note  of  this 
date,  and  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States.     I  am  di- 
rected by  tlie  commiltee  to  inform  you  that  your  communica- 
tion will  he  laid  before  the  board  at  a  special  meeting  convened 
for  the   purpose,  and  that  we  will  be  prepared  to  make  known 
to  you  the  decision  of  the  board  at  your  next  meeting,  on  Mon- 
day, at  11  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  mo«t  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  commiltee  of  investigation  of  the  house  of  reps. 
No.  8. 
Sank  of  the   United   States,  Jipril  28,  1834. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  my  commuiiicHlion  of  the  26th  instant, 
your  note  of  that  date,  and  the  resolutions  enclosed  in  if,  have 
been  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  at  a  special  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose.     I  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
board,  and  to   be,  with  great  respect,  vour  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAairman. 
To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  U.  Statef, 
1.  Resolved,  That  the  board  recognise  the  right  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  to 
inspect  the  books  and  to  examine  Into  the  proceedings  of  t!l« 
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bank  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  charter;  and,  to  enable  the  committee  to  exercise  this 
right,  according  to  the  order  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
the  board  have  endeavored  to  do  all  that  could  manifest  their 
respect  for  the  conuuitlee,  or  contribute  to  the  convenient 
performance  of  its  duty,  by  offering  a  room  in  the  banking 
house  for  its  accommodation,  and  appointing  a  committee  of 
directors  to  exhibit  the  books  and  papers  according  to  the  re- 
quirement of  the  charter:  but  the  hoard  cannot,  consistenily 
with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank,  and  of  the  obligations  of 
the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the  custody 
and  possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  nor  per- 
mit them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  board. 

2.  Resolved,  That  considering  the  nature  of  the  proceedings, 
which  resulted  in  the  resolution  for  the  appoinlinent  of  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  examine  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  considering  the 
very  grave  and  accusatory  nature  of  the  inquiries  directed  to 
be  made  by  that  resolution,  as  well  in  their  bearing  upon  the 
bank,  as  upon  the  individual  citizens  entrusted  with  its  admi- 
nistration, the  board  cannot  but  deem  it  due  to  the  demands  of 
common  justice  that  the  institution,  and  the  individuals,  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  be  present,  by  their  representatives  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  at  all  examinations  to  be  made  by  the 
committee  touching  their  character  and  conduct,  whether  the 
same  be  of  books  and  papers,  or  of  witnesses.  It  is  most  ma- 
nifest to  the  board  that,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  truth, 
examination  in  the  presence  of  the  parties  would  be  the  natural 
and  effectual  mode  of  proceeding;  and  the  board,  being  confi- 
dent that  examinations  so  conducted  would  result  in  a  mant)er 
creditable  to  the  bank,  have  promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to 
the  amplest  investigation:  but,  if  they  are  to  understand  the  re- 
solutions of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Slate?,  of  the  26lh  instant,  as  announcing  an  inten- 
tion to  pursue  a  different  course,  they  do  solemnly  protest 
against  the  same,  being  fully  satisfied  that  secret  and  partial 
examinations  are  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  contrary  to  com- 
mon rifilit,  and  never  to  be  resorted  to  but  in  cases  of  necessity, 
of  which  the  present  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  be 
said  to  be  one. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee,  appointed  on  the  24th  in- 
stant, be  instructed  to  furnish  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

No.  9. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  JlprifiS,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  committee  of  investigation 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant, 
and  to  inform  you  that  f  shall  be  authorised  to  reply  to  it  by  to- 
morrow at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  S.  hank. 
No.  10. 
Coinmittee  room,  A-pril  29,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying 
copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  to-day  by  the 
committee  of  investigation,  in  reply  to  your  communication  of 
28ih  Instant. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

TRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  S.  bank. 
No.  II. 
[Enclosed  in   the  foregoing.] 

Committeeroom,  April '29,  1834. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  on  motion, 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  duly  appreciate  the  dispo 
sition  manifested  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  offering  accommodations  in  their  banking  house  for 
its  use,  as  contained  in  the  communication  of  the  committee  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  24th  instant,  that  this  committee 
accepted  that  offer  under  the  belief  that  it  would  promote  as 
well  its  convenience  as  that  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and 
that  the  room  thus  offered  would  be  exclusively  for  its  occupa 
lion,  and  that  of  those  whose  attendance  might  be,  by  the  com- 
mittee, required  or  assented  to,  during  the  business  hours  of 
the  bank,  and  that  the  committee  is  willing  still  so  to  consider 
it. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  committee,  charged  with  important 
duties,  aqd  acting  under  its  responsibility  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  the  laws  of  the  tFnited  States,  claims  the 
right,  to  be  exercised  at  its  discretion,  to  compel  the  produciion 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  for  inspection,  and  to  in- 
spect the  same  in  such  mode  as  to  the  committee  may  seem 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  But  this 
committee  has  not  determined  that  it  will  become  necessary  to 
perform  that  duty,  out  of  the  presence  of  those  charged  by  the 
directors  to  submit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee. 

3.  Resolved^  That  this  committee  cannot  recognize  the  right 
of  the  board  of  directors  to  regard  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  as  accusatory  in  its  character,  or  this  com- 
mittee as  charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  bank  or  its 
officers.  That,  in  the  resolution  of  the  26ih  instant,  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  assert  its  rights  to  control  its  own  proceed- 


ings, and  not  to  indicate  a  purpose  of  making  a  secret  and  par- 
tial examination,  or  of  practising  injustice  or  oppression.  That 
the  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  expression  of  such  an  ap- 
prehension by  the  board  of  directors  as  unjust  to  its  members, 
and  unauthorised  by  the  resolution. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  committee,  actuated  by  a  sense  of 
justice,  will  unhesitatingly  afford  to  every  person,  whose  cha- 
racter or  conduct  may  seem  to  be  affected  in  the  progress  of 
their  investigations,  a  full  opportunity  of  explanation  and  de- 
fence, but  claim  the  right  of  determining  the  lime  and  mode  of 
giving  such  privilege;  and,  therefore,  cannot  recogiiize  the  right 
of  the  directors  to  prescribe  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  this 
coiumiitee  in  making  its  examinations. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolntions  be  com- 
municated by  the  chairman  to  the  committee  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank. 

No.  12. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  April29,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  this  date, 
and  the  copy,  enclosed  in  it,  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 
They  have  been  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  I  am  directed  by  them  to  make  the  following  reply: 
The  committee   would,  in  the  first  place,  respectfully  state 
that  it  was  not  ther  intention,  nor  the  intention  of  the  board,  to 
allege  that  the  committee  of  investigation  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  criminating  the  bank  or  officers.     They  meant  only  to 
say,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  resolution,  that  the  in- 
quiries directed  to  be  made  were  in  their  nature  accusatory: 
and  so  the  committee  of  the  board  are  still  obliged  to  consider 
them. 

The  committee  would  further  respectfully  state  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  board  to  impute  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  a  purpose  of  making  a  secret  and  partial  exami- 
nation, or  of  practising  injustice  or  oppression.  They  simply 
intended  to  assert  what  they  believe  to  be  beyond  all  dispute  or 
doubt,  that  secret  and  partial  examinations  into  matters  which 
have  a  bearing  upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  individuals 
are  unavoidably  unjust  and  oppressive. 

And,  finally,  the  committee  would  most  respectfully'disclaiin 
all  intention  to  control  in  any  manner  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  or  to  prescribe  to  it  any  course  what- 
ever. The  board  are  very  sensible  they  have  neither  the  power 
nor  the  right  to  do  so.  The  only  purpose  of  the  board  was  to 
exhibit  respectfully  to  the  committee  of  investigation  their 
views  of  their  own  rights  upon  the  two  points  presented  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  26th  iost. 
from  wiiich  views  they  have  seen  no  reason  to  depart. 

The  committee  are  very  happy  to  perceive  that,  as  yet,  there 
is  no  practical  difference  between  the  vievv's  of  the  board  and 
those  entertained  by  the  committee  of  investigation,  as  to  the 
mode  of  proceedinij  to  be  adopted,  inasmucb  as  the  resolutions 
you  have  done  ine  the  honor  to  send  me,  inform  us  that  the 
committee  of  investigation  have  not  come  to  any  decision,  and 
we,  tlierefore,  may  indulge  a  hope  that,  seeing  the  reasonable- 
ness and  justice  of  the  views  respectfully  suagested  by  the 
board,  the  committee  of  investigation,  when  they  come  to  de- 
cide, will  not  differ  from  the  board  in  opinion. 

I  am  directed,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  to  request,  when 
the  committee  of  investigation  shall  have  decided  upon  the 
mode  of  proceeding  they  will  adopt,  they  will  be  good  enough 
to  communicate  their  decision,  that  the  board  may  be  able  to 
take  such  measures  as  it  may  seem  to  require.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  continued  disposition  of 
the  board  and  the  committee  to  contribute  all  that  may  be  in 
their  power  to  promote  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  as  well  as  of  the  great  respect 
of  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAaxrman. 
To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  U.  S. 
No.  13. 

Committee  room,  April  29,  1834. 
Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  directions  of  the  committee  of 
investijiation,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nyitiK  resolutions. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 
To  John  Serjeant,  esq.  chairmaii 
of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  hank  of  the  U.  S.  ^ 

14. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  ihe  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Stales  be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee 
with  a  statement  of  the  outstanding  certificates  of  the  public 
debt,  for  vvliich   Ihe  bank  holds  the  money  in  deposite  to  re^ 
deem,  under  the  designation  of  "redemption  of  public  debt," 
showing  the  names  and  residence  of  the  holders  of  such  out- 
standing certificates;  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  aggregate  of 
the  whole;  the  class  of  loans  to  which  they  belong  respectively, 
and  whether  the  bank  has  paid  interest  to  any  of  the  holders  of 
the  same,  since  they  fell  due  and  pavablc. 
A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  15. 
Resolved,  That  the  president  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  the  entire  correspondence  between  enid  bank,  or  any 
of  its  agriits,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  Daring, 
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Brothers  and  company,  and  Hottinguer  and  company,  touching 
the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  treasury  department  on  the 
French  government,  on  the  7tli  of  Febrnnry,  183J;  also  copies 
of  all  accounts  and  accounts  current  with  eiaid  bank,  (roni 
either  Baring,  Brothers  and  company,  or  Iloltincuer  and  com- 
pany, between  the  first  of  January  and  July,  18."J3. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  10. 

Besolved,  That  tlie  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  oftlie  United  States,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee witii  a  list  of  tiie  names  and  residences  of  ail  the  persons 
who  surrendered  their  certificates  of  three  per  cent,  t^toek,  and 
received  a  credit  on  the  books  oftlie  bank  therefor;  the  time 
when,  and  amount  placed  at  the  credit  of  each;  the  agj;regate 
amount  thus  surrendered,  and  the  dales  at  which  the  same  were 
paid  by  the  bank  to  llie  proprietors;  the  names  of  the  agents 
employed  by  ihe  bank  in  any  negotiations  or  arrangements  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  said  stocks;  the  compensation  iiilovved 
to  each  agent;  and  the  amount  of  expenses  allowed  to  each  in 
addition  to  compensation. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  17. 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  reijuested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  a  st.uemciit,  showing  the  names  of  all  special  agents 
employed  by  the  bank  since  its  establishment,  the  objects  of 
such  agencies,  the  compensation  allowed  to  each,  the  services 
rendered  by  each,  the  duration  of  such  agencies,  the  expenses 
allowed  to  each  in  addition  to  compensation,  and  whether 
either  of  such  agents  was  either  a  meiriber  of  congress,  stale 
legislature,  or  officer  of  the  general  government,  at  the  time  of 
employment. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  18. 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the 
following  statements: 

1st.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  public  money  on 
deposite  in  the  bank  and  its  branches  respectively,  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  Stales,  in  each 
month,  from  April,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive. 

2d.  A  statement  showing  the  number  of  votes  given  at  each 
election  for  directors  of  the  parent  bank  since  December,  1832; 
showing,  also,  what  number  of  votes  were  given  in  person  by 
the  stockholders,  and  what  number  by  proxy,  and  by  whom 
such  proxies  were  held,  and  a  list  of  the  directors  elected  at 
each  election. 

3d.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
which  has  been  purchased  or  sold  by  the  bank,  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  whom  such  sales  and  from  whom  such  purchases 
have  been  made,  and  the  gross  amount  of  profit  derived  by  the 
bank  therefrom;  and  also  showing  the  most  usual  and  highest 
prices  received  for  each  of  the  following  descriptions  of  coin, 
and  whether  the  same  have  been  sold  in  the  United  Stales,  or 
in  foreign  countries. 

1.  Gold  eagles,  halves  and  quarters  of  the  United  States 
coinage. 

2.  Silver  dollars,  halves  and  quarters  of  the  same  coinage. 

3.  Spanish  doubloons  and  their  parts. 

4.  Patriot        do.  do. 

5.  Spanish  milled,  Mexican,  Peruvian  and  Chilian  dollars. 

6.  English  guineas  and  sovereigns. 

7.  Louisd'ors  of  France  and  five-frank  pieces. 

8.  Half  joes  of  Portugal  or  Brazil, 

4th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
which  has  been  drawn,  by  order  of  the  parent  bank,  from  each 
of  its  western,  southwestern  and  southern  offices;  and  also  the 
amount  of  specie  which  has  been  sent  thereto  by  the  same  au- 
thority. 

.5ih.  A  statement  showing  the  names  of  all  persons,  alpha- 
betically arranged,  who  weie  indebted  to  the  parent  bank  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  1829;  showing,  also,  whether  by 
authority  from  the  board  of  Directors,  the  exchange  committee, 
the  president,  or  other  officer  of  the  bank,  each  loan  thus  made, 
the  residence  of  each  borrower  or  debtor,  the  terms  on  which 
each  loan  was  made,  and  whether  each  debtor  was  liable  as 
endorser  or  drawer,  principal  or  security. 

6th.  Statement,  similar  to  the  foregoing,  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  parent  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1832,  and  on  the  28th 
day  of  April,  1834. 

7th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  foreign  or  domestic 
gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  which  has  been  exported  by  the 
bank,  for  each  and  every  month,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1832, 
and  tlie  profi^derived  by  the  bank  from  such  exportation;  and 
filso  the  amount  of  specie  imported  by  the  bank  within  the 
same  period. 

8ih.  A  statement  showing  the  capital  of  each  of  the  offices  or 
branches  of  the  bank,  with  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  lia- 
bilities and  resources  of  eacli  branch  or  office,  on  the  1st  of  each 
and  every  month,  from  March,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive. 

9th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  domestic  bills  pos- 
sessed by  each  of  the  branches  and  officers  of  the  bank  on  the 
first  day  of  each  month,  from  March,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclu- 
sive,showing  also  the  places  at  which  the  same  were  purchas- 
ed, and  the  lime  when  and  places  where  the  same  were  or  will 
be  p.nyable. 

lO-lh.  A  statenjent  showing  the  amount  of  money  which  has 
been  at  any  time  loaned  by  the  bank  on  pledges  of  stock  as  «ol- 


lateraj  security,  the  kind  and  description  of  stocks  tiius  pledg- 
ed, the,  diite-  and  i(!rms  of  each  loan,  the  names  of  the  borrow- 
ers, Willi  the  aiiiount  loaned  to  each,  and  the  amount  now  due 
by  .^ueh  borrowers  respectively. 

llth.  A  statement  siiowing  the  names  of  the  stockholders  of 
the.  bank,  Willi  the  nnmbor  of  sliares  held  by  each,  the  residence 
of  each,  their  olfieial  simions,  ifin  office;  and  showing  also  ihe 
a^'Uregiite  niiniber  and  VJilne  o(  tlie  shares  held  by  foreigners  and 
cili^ieiis  oftlie  United  states  respectively. 

A  irue  co|)y:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  19. 
Committee  room ,  (North  Jlmerican  hotel),  ^pril  30, 1834. 

Sir:  I  have  ilie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol  your  let- 
ter of  ilie  29ili  iiiiitant,  and,  having  sulimilted  it  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  CDinmitlee  o(  invesiigaiion,have  been  authorised 
to  presi^nt  to  you  the  Ibllowing  reply: 

'J'he  committee  regret  to  find  that  the  characterof  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  adopted  by  them,  and  of  which  copies  have 
been  forwarded  to  you,  is  much  misunderstood.  In  your  letter 
of  the  29th,  it  is  said  "that  tlie  committee  of  investigation  have 
not  come  to  any  decision"  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted.  The  piojiriety  or  jnsiiee  of  such  an  allegation  is  not 
perceived.  The  committee  have  decided,  and  made  known  to 
you  that  decision,  tliat  they  have  the  power  to  compel  the  pra- 
duetion  oftlie  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  for  inspection;  that 
tliey  have  the  power  to  make  sneli  inspection  in  the  presence 
of  those  only  wlio  may  be  by  the  eoniiiiiuee  required  or  invited 
to  attend;  and  to  exclude  from  their  room  all  persons  whatever, 
who,  by  llieir  presence,  may  in  any  degree  tend  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  inspection  of  the  books  and  papers,  or  inconrr- 
inode  the  members  of  the  committee  in  tlie  discharge  of  the 
high  duties  devolved  on  them  by  the  house  of  representatives. 
The  committee  reserve  the  right  to  exercise  that  power  when 
it  shall  become  necessary,  and  in  the  manner  which  their  sense 
of  propriety,  and  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  bank  and  to  the 
country,  may  dictate.  They  hope  that  nothing  will  occur,  if> 
the  course  of  this  scrutiny,  which  may  render  it  proper  for  them 
to  decide  upon  and  exercise  the  full  extent  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  house;  and  are  happy  to  learn  that 
"there  is  no  practical  difference  between  the  views  of  the  board 
and  those  entertained  by  the  committee."  They  will  be  glad 
to  know  whether  they  are  authorised  to  conclude  that  the  room 
which  has  been  offered  for  their  accommodation  at  the  banking 
house,  can  be  conveniently  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  and 
occupation,  from  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  until  three,  P.  M.  during 
their  continuance  in  Philadelphia.  The  committee  assure  the 
committee  of  directors,  that  it  is  their  desire  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation at  the  place  mutually  convenient  to  them  and  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  work  no 
"injustice  or  oppression." 

An  answer,  consistent  with  your  earliest  convenience,  to  so 
much  of  this  communication  as  relates  to  the  occupation  of  the 
room  in  the  banking  house,  is  respectfully  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 
of  the  com.  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
No.  20. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  1st,  1834. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor,  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  30th 
of  April.  It  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  board, 
and,  by  their  direction,  I  make  the  following  reply: 

In  saying  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  29lh  ult.  there  was  "aa 
yet  no  practical  difference"  between  the  committee  and  the 
board,  the  committee  of  the  board  still  think  the  language  they 
used  was  correct  and  appropriate.  It  is  true  that  in  these  reso- 
lutions Ihe  committee  of  investigation  had  asserted  a  power 
which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  controverted.  But  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  committee  of  the  board  to  discuss  or  ques- 
tion the  powers  of  the  committee  of  investigation  in  the  ab- 
stract, or  as  matter  of  opinion,  but  simply  to  set  forth  their  own 
views  of  what  they  believe  to  be  the  rights  of  the  bank,  and  of 
the  individual  citizens  intrusted  with  its  admimstration. 

The  "practical  difference,"  according  to  the  view  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  board,  would  only  occur  when  there  should  be  an 
actual,  as  distinguished  from  a  theoretical  collision;  that  is  to 
say,  when  an  exertion  of  power,  attempted  by  the  committee 
of  investigation,  should  be  met  by  an  assertion  of  right  on  the 
part  of  the  board,  incompatible  with  its  prosecution.  Such  a 
state  of  things  would  be  extremely  to  be  regretted.  It  must, 
nevertheless,  be  conceded  that  a  case  might  be  presented  in 
which  the  committee  of  the  board  would  be  compelled,  by  a 
deep  sense  of  duty,  to  consider  their  rights,  and  to  act  upon 
their  own  views  of  them. 

Among  the  risks  incident  to  an  error  of  judgment  in  decid- 
ing, they  would  esteem  it  one  of  the  greatest  that  their  conduct 
might,  by  possibility,  be  imputed,  however  unjustly,  to  a  want 
of  due  respect  for  tlie  committee  of  investigation,  or  for  the  high 
source  from  which  their  authority  is  derived. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelings,  and  with  a  strong  de- 
sire that  the  investigation  might  be  conducted  in  a  manner  sa- 
tisfactory to  both  the  parties,  the  committee  of  the  board  gladly 
embraced  the  belief— it  may  be  that  their  strong  inclination  led 
them  too  hastily  to  believe— that  there  was,  "as  yei,  no  practi- 
cal difference."  If  in  this  they  misunderstood  the  terms  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  they  will  be  rea- 
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dy  to  receive  explanation,  of  the  committee,  in  this  or  any 
other  matter,  to  correct  the  misunderstanding. 

They  deem  it  due,  however,  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, as  well  as  to  themselves,  to  say  further,  that  in  the  letter 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  30th  ult.  there  appears 
to  be  a  misapprehension  of  the  meaning  of  the  committee  of  the 
board  in  their  letter  of  the  29ih  ull. 

The  committee  of  the  board  did  not  say  "that  the  committee 
of  investigation  had  not  eorae  to  any  decision  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  to  be  adopted."  They  do  not  know,  nor  crm  they, 
without  failing  in  the  respect  due  to  themselves,  pretend  to 
know,  what  may  have  been,  or  wiiat  miiy  be,  the  decisions  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  except  so  far  as  liie  coininiitee 
may  think  fit  to  communicate  them.  Accordingly,  their  letter 
of  the  —  ult.  was  founded  entirely  on  the  resolutions  ofthe  — 
ult.  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  to  them  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation;  and  the  passage  above  quoted  with  ils  con- 
text, referred  especially  to  the  following  sentence,  in  the  second 
of  those  resolutions,  to  wit:  "But  this  couunittee  has  not  deter 
mined  that  it  will  become  necessary  to  perform  that  duty  out  of 
the  presence  of  those  charged  by  the  directors  to  submit  the 
same  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee."  Comparing  ti)is 
with  the  resolutions  ofthe  board  of  directors,  heretofore  hand- 
ed to  the  committee  of  investigation,  it  did  appear  to  the  com 
mittee  of  the  board  that  there  was  no  decision  upon  this  mate- 
rial point,  and,  therefore,  that  there  was  "as  yet  no  practical 
difference." 

Acting  upon  the  same  principle  that  has  hitherto  governed 
the  committee  of  the  board,  it  is  not  their  intention  to  question 
the  statement  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  "that  they 
have  the  power  to  compel  the  production  ofthe  books  and  pa- 
pers ofthe  bank."  &c.  That  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  they  have  no  noubt;  and,  as  their 
opinion,  the  committee  of  the  board  freely  admit  its  claim  to 
high  respect.  It  is  only  when  ceasing  to  be  opinion  merely,  it 
shall  come  in  conflict  with  the  tights  of  the  bank,  or  of  those 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  (if  ever  that  should  happen), 
that  the  committee  of  the  board  will  find  themselves  bound, 
however  reluctantly,  to  examine  its  application. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  inquire  whe- 
ther the  committee  of  investigation  "are  authorised  to  conclude 
that  the  room  which  has  been  offered  for  their  accommodation 
at  the  banking  house  can  be  conveniently  set  apart  for  their  ex- 
clusive use  and  occupation,  from  10  o'clock  A.  M.  until  3 
o'clock  V.  M.  during  their  continuance  in  Philadelphia,"  I  am 
directed  by  the  committee  to  say  that  they  still  have,  as  they 
always  have  had,  every  disposition  to  accommodate  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  and  such  they  are  persuaded  is  the  dis- 
position also  ofthe  board.  The  committee  find  their  authority 
in  this  respect  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  the 
28th  of  April,  communicated  to  the  committee  ofinvestiaation 
on  the  same  day,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  board  directed 
them  to  offer  to  the  committee  of  investigation  "a  room  in 
the  banking  house  for  its  accommodation,  and  appointed 
them  a  committee  of  directors  to  exhibit  the  books  and  papers 
according  to  the  requirement  of  the  charter."  But  the  board 
at  the  same  time  declared  that  they  could  not,  "consist- 
ently with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank,  and  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the 
custody  and  possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank, 
nor  to  permit  them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  board.  The  committee  of  the 
board  have  great  pleasure  in  renewing  to  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation the  offer  of  the  room,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
this  resolution,  and  in  tendering  any  further  service  in  their 
power  that  can  promote  the  convenience  of  the  committee  of 
investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  ckahman. 

Jloti.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  ofthe  committee  of  invest. 

No.  91. 
North  American  hotel,  committee  room,  May  1,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying 
copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation.      Very  res|)ertfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 
John  Sergeant,  Esq.  chairman 

of  committee  of  directors  of  the  bank  XT.  States. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  llie  committee  with  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  president  of  the  hank  or  any  of  ils  offi- 
cers with  members  of  congress,  or  of  unanswered  letters  received 
from  any  one  of  them  since  the  first  day  of  July,  1832,  touching 
the  renewal  ofthe  charter  of  the  bank,  the  removal  or  restora- 
tion of  the  public  de|)osites,  or  touctiihg  thev'btJ^lness  transac- 
tions of  such  members  with  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  showing  the 
whole  numhur  of  shares  which  it  has  taken  since  its  establish- 
ment, by  purchase  or  in  payment  of  debts,  the  time  when  and 
from  whom  each  was  taken,  the  amount  they  were  taken  to  pay 
or  secure;  and  whether  such  debts  were  under  protest  when  sucii 
shares  were  taken,  the  names  of  nil  parties  obligated  upon  each 
debt,  and  whether  such  shares  have  been  sold  by  the  bank;  and, 
if  so,  the  amount  obtained  for  each,  the  deficiency  or  excess  in 
each  case  of  sale  in  respect  to  the  debt  on  which  such  shares 


were  taken,  designating  the  branches  at  which  such  shares 
were  taken  or  sold. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement  of  their  ex- 
pense account  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  up  to  the  date  of 
this  resolution  being  complied  with,  showing  the  items  and 
total  for  each  half  year,  corresponding  with  tlie  entries  in  their 
expense  book,  and  showing  the  nanies  and  residence  of  all  per- 
sons to  whom  any  payments  have  been  made,  the  amount  to 
each,  and  the  time  and  consideration  of  such  payments,  with 
copies  of  all  vouchers  taken  for  such  payments. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  commiitee  with  a  statement  in  detail  of 
all  over  drafts  which  have  been  made  on  said  bank  or  branches 
since  1829,  by  members  of  congress,  or  state  legislatures;  the 
time  such  overdrafts  were  made;  and  also  by  printers,  editors, 
and  publishers  of  newspapers  or  periodicals,  stating  the  time 
and  amount  of  each  over  draft,  by  whom  made,  the  period  such 
over  drafts  remained  unpaid,  and  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
such  drafts  have  been  paid  or  secured. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
qne:-ti'd  to  furnish  this  commiitee  with  the  particular  items  and 
the  aggregate  of  all  fees  or  compensations  paid  during  each  year 
lo  attorneys,  counsellors,  or  lawyers,  since  the  establishment  of 
the  bank;  stating  the  amount  paid  to  each  person  employed,  to- 
gether with  their  names  and  residence,  the  times  when  the 
payments  were  made,  and  the  particular  services  rendered  for 
each  charge  paid;  also  whether  ihe  same  has  been  paid  at  the 
parent  bank  or  branehes,  and  at  which,  designating  them;  also 
of  all  sums  paid  aji  a  general  or  annual  fee  or  salary  to  counsel- 
lors for  the  hank,  specifying  the  name  of  each  person,  the 
amounts,  and  times,  and  places  of  payments;  and  aiso  whether 
sucli  sums  were  paid  by  the  order  in  each  case  of  the  board  of 
directors,  or  how  otherwise  paid,  designating  such  sums  as 
have  been  paid  in  cash,  and  such  as  may  have  been  passed  to 
the  credit  of  such  persons  or  others  in  payment  of  any  debt  or 
debts  due  to  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  entire  coriespond- 
ence  between  the  bank  and  the  New  York  branch  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1833. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement  of  all  the 
accounts  and  copies  of  the  entire  correspondence  between  the 

bank  or  any  of  its  officers  and ;  also  the  correspondence 

ofthe  bank,  or  that  of  any  of  its  oflrcers  with  the  officers  of  the 
branch  at  Washington,  touching  the  debt  owing,  or  which  has 
heretofore  been  owing  by  them  to  the  bank  ofthe  United  States 
or  any  of  its  branches,  or  touching  any  negotiations  for  the  toan 
or  payment  of  money  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  hank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  debt  directly  or  indirectly  due  or  owing  to  said  bank 

by and ,  or  either  or  both,  jointly  or  severally,  or 

by  any  other  person  for  their  benefit,  or  the  benefit  of  either  of 
them;  showing  also  the  amount  of  debt  thus  due  at  any  time 
heretofore,  with  a  statement  of  all  payments  on  their  account, 
with  the  dates  thereof  since  the  1st  of  April,  1832,  with  copies 
of  any  deed  or  deeds  of  trust,  arrangement,  contract,  nr  agree- 
ment, or  assignment,  entered  into  between  said  bank  and  them, 
or  ejllier  of  them,  or  others  for  the  benefit  of  said  bank,  or  in 
which  it  tnay  have  a  beneficial  interest;  also  copies  of  the  en- 
lire  correspondence  between  said  bank,  or  any  officer  thereof, 

and  the  said and ,  or  either  of  them;  also  a  copy  of 

any  consent  which  the  bank  may  have  given,  so  far  as  con- 
cerned permitting to  establish  and  publish  a  newspaper 

in  the  city  of ,  notwithstanding  his  contract  with 

to  the  contrary. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  commiitee  with  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  debt  directly  or  indirectly  due  or  owing  to  the  said 

bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  from ,  editor  of  the , 

or  any  other  person  for  his  account  and  benefit;  stating  the 
maximum  of  his  loans  nr  debt  at  any  time  since  he  became  in- 
debted, thR  times  and  places  when  and  where  contracted,  and 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid,  re- 
duced, or  secured,  and  with  copies  of  its  entire  correspondence 
with  the  said . 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  hank  be  re- 
r;uestpd  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  ytatement,  showing 
the  details  of  the  debt,  which  has,  at  any  tinjc,  been  owing  by 

,  publisher  of  the ,  since  March,  1832, 

and  showing  how  the  same  has  been  settled,  secured,  or  ar- 
ranged; also  copies  of  all  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors, 
or  any  committee  or  officer  of  said  bank,  in  relation  to  said 
debt,  since  that  period;  showing  also  the  amount  of  loss,  if  any, 
it  has,  or  may  probably,  sustain  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  copies  of  all  legal  opi- 
nions which  it  may  have  obtained  from  counsel,  touching  the 
right  of  the  hank  to  hold  the  public  n\oneys,  contrary  to  the 
powers  or  orders  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove  the 
same;  also  copies  of  all  the  o[>inions  ohtained  from  counsel,  in 
relalioit  to  delivering  over,  as  diiected  by  the  proper  officer,  the 
funds,  books,  and  papers,  provided  for  payin;:  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners, or  annuities,  under  the  act  of  7th  June,  1833. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  detailed  statement 
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of  all  loans  made  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  individuals, 
who  then  were,  who  liave  been  since,  or  wlio  now  are,  mem- 
bers of  congress,  stating  the  amount  of  eacii  loan,  when  the 
same  was  made,  for  what  term  the  security  was  given,  and  tlie 
time  when  such  sectirity  was  received:  and  also  the  security 
which  the  bank  now  holds,  and  tiie  amount  now  owing  by  any 
and  each  of  such  borrowers,  or  other  person  for  the  benefit  of 
such  borrowers,  at  the  bank,  or  eillier  of  tlie  branches:  and 
stating,  also,  the  particulars  of  any  such  loans,  which  have  been 
protested,  or  which  are  now  under  protest,  and  the  names  of 
the  parties  to  any  such  debts;  also  the  names,  if  any,  of  any 
such  persons,  whose  notes  have  been  renewed  after  the  same 
had  become  due  and  not  protested  or  renewed,  with  the  names 
of  individuals,  parties  to  said  renewals,  whose  notes  were  under 
protest  at  the  times  such  renewals  were  made;  and,  also,  whe- 
ther such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by  the  directors  or 
otherwise,  and  by  what  auihoritv. 
No.  22. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  1,  1834. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  29th  of  April,  and  the  copies  enclosed  with  it  of  various  re 
solutions  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  lay  your  communication  be- 
fore the  board,  and  would,  for  that  purpose,  have  convened  a 
special  meeting  before  this  time,  but  that  it  seemed  to  them  ne- 
cessary, first,  to  collect  certain  materials  of  information  for  the 
board.  This  work  they  caused  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  they 
could;  it  will  be  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  so 
as  to  be  laid  before  the  board  to  morrow,  after  which  no  lime 
will  be  lost  in  communicating  to  you  their  decision. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  JOHN  SERGEANT,  c/iairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 
No.  23. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  2,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication 
of  the  1st  instant,  together  with  sundry  copies  of  resolutions 
which  accompanied  it.    They  have  been  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee and  before  the  board. 

The  committee  this  morning  also  laid  before  the  board  your 
communication  of  the  29th  ult.  and  the  copies  of  resolutions  ac- 
companying it;  and  they  have  directed  me  to  inform  yon,  that 
as  the  resolutions  of  the  1st  instant  will  involve  t!ie  necessity  of 
a  similar  inquiry  as  those  of  the  29th  ult.  the  board  do  not  deem 
it  expedient  to  decide  upon  the  one  until  they  are  prepared  to 
decide  upon  the  other.  As  soon  as  this  decision  is  made,  it 
will  be  communicated  to  you.        With  great  respect. &o. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  ofinve&t. 
No.  24. 
North  American  hotel,  committee  room,  May  2,  1834. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  comniiilpe  of 
investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying copies  of  resolutions;  and   remain,  with   great   respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  committee  of  directors  of  bank  of  the  U.  States. 
No.  25. 
[Enclosed  in  foregoing.] 
Committee  room,  {North  American  hotel),  May  2,  18?>4. 
Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  ol  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  be  required  to  submit  for  the  inspection  of  this 
committee,  at  their  committee   room   at  the   North  American 
hotel,  on  Saturday,  the  3d  day  of  May  instant,  at  11  o'clock,  A. 
M.  the  book  or  books  which  contain  the  rninntes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  of  directors,  at  their  several  sittings  on  the  1st 
and  8th  days  of  October  in  the  year  1833,  and  from  the  21st  day 
of  April,  1834,  to  this  day. 

Also,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  board,  rejecting  a  pro- 
position to  transmit  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  on 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States;  also,  the  expense  book  of  the  bank,  and  the 
vouchers  for  expenses  paid  or  incurred  by  said  bank,  since  the 
Istof  Januarv,  1832. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  26. 
Committee  room,  {North  American  hotel),  May^,  1834. 
Whereas  this  committee,  sincerely  dt'sitou.s  to  conduct  the 
inquiries,  examinations,  and  investigations  vvhicli  they  have 
been  required  by  the  house  of  representatives  to  make,  with 
fairness,  impartiality,  order,  and  despatch,  have  learned  with 
regret  that  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  have 
declined  accommodating  tliis  commiilee  with  a  rf)oni  in  their 
banking  house,  for  the  exclusive  use  and  occupation  of  this 
committee:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  sittings  of  this  committee  shall  be  held  in 
their  room  at  the  North  American  lioiel,  in  t!ie  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, until  otherwise  ordered. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  27. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  3,  1 8.34. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  acknow- 
ledge the  honor  of  your  letterof  the  Ist  instant,  covering  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation;  and  in  reply  to 
that  letter,  as  well  as  in  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th 
ult.  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of 


directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  a  special  meeting 
convened  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  several  communications  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, not  heretofore  answered.     With  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  I'homas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 
No.  28. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
JlesoZi;crf,  That  liie  board  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
com[)ly  with  the  requirt.'inent  of  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tuM3  of  investigation  of  the  29th  ult.  and    1st  instant,  and  do  not 
think  they  are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a  part 
of  the  paper.i  called   for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the 
surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and  ex  parte  ex- 
amination, which  they  have  already  refused  to  consent  to;  and 
as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters  over  which  the  board 
have  no  control;  and  if  they  could  overcome  these  objections, 
and  had  the  power  over  all  the  papers,  still  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  comply  within  any  reasonablt  time,  having 
ascertained,  by  a  careful  examination,  that  the  copies  and  state- 
ments called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29lh  ultimo,  alone, 
would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least 
ten  months,  to  make  them  out,  and  that  the  remaining  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  concern   matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  board,  would  require  great  additional  time,  which  they  are 
not  able  exactly  to  compute,  without  causing,  what  they  fear 
would  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion; and  they  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  no  more  com- 
port with  the  views  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  wait 
till  so  distant  a  period,  than  it  would  with  tlie  rights  of  the  bank, 
to  have  such  a  burden  imposed  upon  it. 
No.  29. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  3,  1834. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  acknow- 
ledge the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  copies 
of  two  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  invesiigalion,  and  to  in- 
form you  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  was  called  at  the 
earliest  practicable  hour  this  morning,  that  there  might  be  no 
disappointment  or  delay  to  tlie  committee  of  investigation.     The 
answer  will    be  found  in   the  copies  of  resolutions,  herevvilU 
transmitted  by  order  of  the  committee. 

Witli  great  respect,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 
No.  30. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  the  board  are  not  aware  o/  having  declined  to 
accommodate  the  committee  of  investigation  with  the  exclusive 
use  and  possession  of  a  room  in  the  hanking  house,  unless  the 
committee  of  investigation  so  construe  the  early  and  ready  offer 
of  the  room  hy  liie  board  with  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  the 
committee  of  the  hoard  to  he  present  at  the  examination  and 
investigation  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  and  to  hava 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  same;  and  if  such  be  the  meaning 
of  the  committee  of  investigation,  then  the  hoard  are  constrain- 
ed to  adhere  to  the  ground,  as  they  think  of  manifest  right,  tak- 
en in  their  resolution  of  the  28ih  ultimo,  namely,  that  "the 
board  cannot,  con^istenlly  with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank, 
and  of  the  obligations  of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent 
to  give  up  the  custody  and  possession  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  bank,  nor  to  permit  them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  committee  appointeil  by  the  board. 

Resolved,  That,  with  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
board  to  conform  to  the  wislies  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, so  far  as  it  may  he  done  without  a  violation  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  them,  the  hoard  cannot,  nevertheless,  consent  to  let 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  go  out  of  their  care  and  cus- 
tody, nor  out  of  the  banking  house,  vi'hich  is  their  proper  place 
of  deposite;  and,  therefore,  they  cannot  comply  with  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, which  requires  thatcertafn  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank  be  sent  to  the  North  American  hotel  this  day  at  eleven 
o'clock,  believing  that  this  would  be  contrary  to  their  duty  to 
the  stockholders,  and  would  transcend  their  iawful  power,  as 
well  as  be  liable  to  be  deemed  an  abandonment  of  the  right  to 
he  present  by  themselves,  or  their  committee  or  agents,  at  the 
examination  and  investigation;  inferring,  in  all  these  respects,  a 
very  grave  respon.«ibility,  which  the  hoard,  in  tlieir  limited  au- 
thority, do  not  think  they  can  be  reasonably  requited  to  assume. 
No.  31. 

Committee  room,  May  5,  1834. 
Sir:  By  authority  from  the  committee  of  investigation,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying  resolution;  and 
to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sers,eai.t,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  States  hank. 
No.  32. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Wherea.s  the  president  and  directors  of  iJie  bank  of  the  Unit 
ed  States  have  refiised  to  submit  certain  of  their  books  and  pro- 
ceedings to  the  inspection  of  this  eominiriee,  at  the  committee 
room  at  the  North  American   hot?!,  as  required  in  the  commit- 
tee's resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  but  have  declared  that  they 
are  not  aware  that  tliey  have  declined  to  furnish  this  commiflee 
a  room  in  tlif'ir   hanking  hniise,  for  its  exclusive  use  and  occu- 
pation, as  expressed  in  the  second  resolution  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  tjiis  committee  Ls  earnestly  desirous  fully  to  execute  the  re- 
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solution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  does  not  waive  its 
riglit  to  inspect  tlie  hooks  of  the  baniv  as  required;  therefore, 

ilesoiuerf,  Tiiat  this  couiinittBe  will  repair  to  the  banking 
Jrouse  tliifi  Jay  atone  o'clock,  to  inspect  such  of  the  books  called 
ior  in  the  resolution  of  the  ^Sfh  of  April,  1834,  and  such  other 
books  as  they  may  require  to  he  protluced;  and  that  the  chair- 
man inform  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  hank  thereof. 
A  true  copy:  raCKARD  RUSH. 

No.  33. 
South  Fourth  street,  No.  89,  May  5,  1834,  lU  ^.  M. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  this  date, 
just  now  received. 

It  appears  to  me  impracticable  to  bring  together  the  committee, 
and  to  inake  the  needful  arrangements  for  their  receiving  you, 
and  attending  the  investigation  and  examination  of  tlie  books 
and  papers  of  the  bank,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  of 
in-vestigalion,  by  the  lime  you  mention.  They  will  be  reassem- 
bled, however,  without  unnecessary  delay,  and,  I  do  not  doubt, 
will  notify  to  you  the  time  when  they  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  act  with  them  in  the  inves- 
tigation and  examination — probably  not  later  than  some  hour 
tomorrow.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  SERGEANT,  c/iairman. 

Jion.  Francis  Thomas^  chairman  of  tlie  committee  of  invest. 
No.  34. 
North  American  hotel.  May  5,  1834. 
Sir:  Your  unofficial  communicaticm  has  just  been  delivered 
Jo  me.    The  members  of  the  committee  of  investigation  sepa- 
j-aled  this  morning,  after  adopting  the  resolution  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  to  reassetnble  again  at  one 
o'clock,  to  enter  on  the  performance  of  their  duty,  at  the  batik. 
I  have  no  authority  to  signify  that  this  purpose  will  be  changed 
by  your  letter. 

I  take  pleasure  in  adding,  tliat  I  have  no  doubt  the  committee 
will  be  pleased  to  see  any  member  of  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors, at  the  hour  appointed,  at  the  bank.  And  am,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman,  &c. 

No.  35. 

Ordered,  That  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  and  required,  to  submit  for  the 
inspection  of  the  coutmittee,  the  minute  books  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  since  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1829. 

No.  36. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  5,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  personally, 
in  my  interview  with  the  committee  of  investigation,  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  said  committee,  in  the  following  words: 

"Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
.beirequested  and  required  to  submit  to  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation the  minute  book  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  the  expense  ac- 
count and  vouchers  for  expenditure,  under  a  resolution  of  the 
board,  of  the  30th  of  November,  1830." 

In  answer  to  the  requisition,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I 
liave  not  the  custody  aj,  nor  control  over,  the  books  and  papers 
mentioned  in  the  resolution.  The  general  custody  of  the  same 
is  in  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  who,  by  resolutions  of 
,the  24th  and  28th  ultimo,  already  communicated  to  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  appointed  a  committee  of  directors,  for  the 
|)urpose  of  exhibiting  these  books  and  papers  to  the  committee 
of  investigation,  and  declared  tliat  they  could  not  permit  them 
to  be  examined,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  said  committee  of 
directors.  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
,tion  contained  in  the  resolution.  I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very 
i-espectfully,  yours,  N.  BIDB'L'E,  president. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 
N.  B.  A  reply,  similiir  to  the  above,  was  addressed  by  the 
casbier  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

No.  37. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  6,  1834. 
Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
board,  owing  to  a  cause  explained  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  lo  send  you  herewilli  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  the  coin- 
mittee  have  adopted  at  a  meeting, tltis  iHornit'g. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yoiK  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  J AUDON,  cashier. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  comrniliee  (^f  the  house  of  rejyresentatives. 
No.  38. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing] 
At  a  meeting  of  directors  held  at  the  bank  on  the  6th  day  of 
May,  1834,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  board  will  he  prepared 
to  receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the 
banking  house  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  to-morrow 
morninti,  the  7th  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock,  then  and  there  lo 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter,  and  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  of 
the  board,  as  contained  in  th(!  several  resolutions,  copies  of 
which  have  heretofore  been  communicnted  to  the  conmiitKie  of 
the  house  of  reprciscntatives  of  the  Unitrd  Slates,  as  the  same 
have  been  tixpl.iined  to  be  understood  hy  this  committee;  lo 
which  wnde  standing  tln'y  continue  lo  adhere. 

Resolved,  That  a   copy  of  the  foregoini:  resolution  be  trans 


the  committee  o(  investigation,  in  reply  to  his  communication 
of  yesterday  to  the  chairuian  ol  this  committee. 
Nq.  39. 

May  7,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  truth  of  the  stateinent  made  by  the  government  directors  to 
ihe  president  of  the  United  States  and  to  congress,  and  for  that 
purpose  v/iil  this  day  call  for  the  production," for  inspection,  of 
the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  and  the  expense  books  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

True  copy:  EDWARD  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  of  committee  of  investigation. 
No.  40. 

May  7,  1834. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  board  read  to  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  appointing  the  committee  of 
investigation,  that  two  distinct  inquiries  were  contemplated, 
one  of  tliem  directed  to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  had  been 
violated,  and  limited  to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the 
other  so  very  general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  in- 
quiry; and  whereas  it  appears,  from  calls  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  that  they  have  proposed  a  very  wide  range, 
embracing,  among  other  things,  an  extensive  examination  of 
the  acts,  transactions,  accounts  and  letters  of  individuals,  and 
thus  instituting  a  kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more  ob- 
jectionable, because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to 
criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the  bank,  and  if  it  have 
not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  object,  and  would 
be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  interests;  and  whereas,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee,  by  all 
lawful  means,  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  en- 
trusted to  their  keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing  by  consent  which 
cannot  be  legally  detnanded  from  them;  and  whereas,  after  care- 
ful and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
quiry can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged  violations  of 
the  charter,  and  this  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  according  to 
some  certain  principles  and  rules:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  investigation  be  respectfully 
required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  papers,  to  state  specifi- 
cally, in  writing,  the  purposes  (or  which  they  are  proposed  to  be 
inspected,  and,  if  it  be  to  estoblish  a  violation  of  the  char- 
ter, then  to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged 
or  supposed  violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  al- 
leged, or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it  would 
very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the  committee  of  investigation 
would  furnish  a  specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 
No.  41. 
Whereas  this  committee  have,  by  resolutions  severally  com- 
municated to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  declared  that,  in  discharging  the  duties  confided 
to  them  by  the  house  of  representatives,  they  claimed,  on  their 
responsibility  to  that  house  and  to  their  constituents,  to  regu- 
late their  proceedings,  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  powers 
and  duties  for  themselves;  that  they  are  not  charged  with  the 
duty  of  criminating  the  bank,  its  directors,  or  others,  but  simply 
to  inquire,  amongst  other  things,  whether  such  prosecution,  in 
legal  form,  shall  be  instituted;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  they  would 
afford  to  every  person,  who  might  appear  to  be  implicated  by 
their  examinatioHS,  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and 
defence: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That,  in  performing  the  duty  of  "inspect- 
ing the  books  and  examining  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank," 
the  committee  cannot  rightfully  be  "required,"  and,  from  the 
nature  of  their  duties  cannot  comply  with  a  request,  to  state 
specially,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed 
to  be  inspected. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  comply  with  a  request 
or  requisition  to  specify  what  are  the  supposed  violations  of 
charter,  because  they  are  not  conducting  q  prosecution,  but 
simply  inquiring  whether  one  shall  be  instituted. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  coin,  of  ijivcstigation. 

1.  Mr.  Mason  called  for  the  production  of  the  minute  books 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  from  the 
1st  September,  1832,  to  the  present  date. 

2.  The  chairman  requires  that  the  expense  book  of  the  bank, 
with  the  vouchers,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank  incurred 
under  resolution  of  the  30th  November,  1830,  be  submitted  to.^ 
the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

3.  Mr.  Muhlenberg  desired  that  the  hooks  showing  the  ac- 
count of with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 

notes  and  papers  explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1832,  may  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  18.34.  sec.  com.  of  investis.alion. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  credit  books  and  pay  lists  of  the  bank,  to 


poitte^  by  the  casliier  to  ibe  hon.  Fia^cis  Tliomus,  chairman  of'  enable  tUis  committee  to  asccrlaiH  "whether  it  has  used  il» 
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corporate  powers  or  money  to  control  tlie  press,  to  interfere  in 
politics,  or  influence  elections." 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be  re(inesled 
and  requirt'd  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of  this  committee, 
the  minute  books  of  the  bank,  log;elher  with  the  correspond- 
ence, journals,  and  other  memorandums  of  the  proceedings  of 
tiie  committees  of  exchange,  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  on 
the  offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain 
whether  the  bank  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management 
or  money,  in  producing  the  present  pressurr;. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  of  directors  lie,  and  they  are 
hereby,  request'^d  and  required  to  submit,  for  the  insjieciion  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  containing  liie  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  directors,  together  with  the  correspondence,  jour- 
nals of  the  president  of  the  bank,  the  exchange  committee,  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  committee  on  the 
officers,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  board  of  directors  have  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by 
authorising,  permitting,  or  sanctioning  the  exercise  of  improper 
and  illegal  powers  by  those  committees  or  by  the  president  of 
the  bank. 

True  copy.  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

No.  42. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  8, 1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  board,  and  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
The  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  com.  of  investigation. 
No.  43. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That,  alter  full  deliberation,  and  with  every  feeling 
of  respect  for  the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  them,  and  with  a  firm  conviction  that  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  scrutiny  of  the  afl'uirs  of  the  bank, 
however  severe,  the  committee  of  the  board  are  constrained  to 
adhere  to  the  resolutions  yesterday  handed  lo  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and   to  decline  complying  with  the  calls  hereto- 
fore made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than  is  therein  laid 
down;  believing  this  to  be  their  duty,  from  which  ll»ey  are  not 
at  liberty  to  depart. 

No.  44. 
Whereas  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  held  at  the  bank  on  the  24th  of  April, 
in  this  present  year,  a  resolution  was  adopted  and  communi- 
cated to  the  committee  of  the  houseof  representatives,  by  which 
a  "committee  of  seven  members  was  appointed"  to  receive  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  ofier  for  thiir  inspection  such  books  and  papers  of  ihe 
bank  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  exhibit  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration, according  to  the  requirements  of  the  charter." 

And  whereas,  at  a  room  in  the  banking  house, on  the  7th  day 
of  May  instant,  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representative.", 
required  of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  the  produc- 
tion of  certain  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
by  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  then  and 
there  inspected,  as  set  forth  in  the  following  resolutions: 

^'Ordered,  That  the  minute  hook,  containing  the  proceedings; 
of  the  board  of  directors  from  the  30th  Scjiteniber,  1830,  to  this 
date.  May  7,  1834,  be  produced  for  inspection." 

*^ Ordered,  That  the  books  showing  the  accounts  of , 

of ,  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  notes  and 

papers  explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  l.st  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1832,  to  this  day,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
mittee." 

"Ordered,  That  the  expense  book  of  the  bank,wflh  the  vouch- 
ers showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank  incurred  under  a  resolu 
tion  of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  be  submitted  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  committee  of  investigation." 

''Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be  requested  and 
required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of  this  committee,  the 
minute  books  of  the  bank,  together  with  the  correspondence, 
journals  and  other  memorandums  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  exchange  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  on  the 
offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  bank  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  present  pressure." 

''Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit,  fur  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  directors,  together  with  the  correspondence,  jour- 
nals of  the  president  of  the  bank,  the  exchange'commiltee,  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  committee  on  the 
offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  board  of  directors  have  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by 
authorising,  permitting  or  sanctioning  the  exercise  of  improper 
and  illegal  powers  by  those  committees,  or  by  the  president  of 
the  bank." 

And  as  preliminary  to  a  reply,  received  from  the  committee 
of  the  board  of  directors,  a  preamble  and  resolutions  as  follows: 
[Here  follows  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  May,  numbered  40, 
in  the  documents.] 


Which  being  considered,  wax  replied  lo  by  this  committee, 
as  follows: 

"Whereas  this  committee  have,  by  resolutions,  severally 
communicated  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  declared  that,  in  discharging  the  duties  confided 
to  them  by  the  house  of  representatives,  they  claimed,  on  their 
responsibility  to  that  house  and  their  constituents,  to  regulate 
their  proceedings,  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
duties  for  themselves;  that  they  are  not  charged  with  the  duty 
of  criminating  the  bank,  its  directors  or  others;  but  f^imply  to 
inquire,  amongst  other  things,  whether  such  prosecution,  in  le- 
gal form,  shall  be  instituted;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  they  would 
afford  to  every  person  who  might  appear  to  be  implicated  by 
their  examinations  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and 
defence. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  in  performing  the  duty  of  "inspect- 
ing the  books,  and  examining  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank," 
the  committee  cannot  rightfully  be  "required,"  and,  from  lh« 
nature  of  their  duties,  cannot  comply  with  a  request,  to  state 
specifically,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  propos- 
ed to  be  inspected. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  comply  with  a  request, 
or  requisition,  to  specify  what  are  the  supposed  violations  of 
charter,  because  they  are  not  conducting  a  prosecution,  but 
simply  inquiring  whether  one  shall  be  instituted. 
And  a  specific  answer  requested. 

That,  in  answer  to  these  several  calls,  the  committee  has  re- 
ceived the  following: 

Barik  United  States,  May  8,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  board,  and  lo  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAatVman. 
To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  com.  of  invest. 
Resolved,  That,  after  full  deliberation,  and  with  every  feeling 
of  respect  flor  the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  them,  and  with  a  firm  conviction  that  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  scrutiny  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
however  severe,  the  committee  of  the  board  are  constrained  to 
adhere  to  the  resolution  yesterday  handed  to  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and  to  decline  complying  with  the  calls  hereto- 
fore made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than  is  therein  laid 
down,  believing  this  to  be  their  duty,  from  which  they  are  not 
at  liberty  to  depart. 

And  whereas,  this  committee  does  not  feel  authorised  to  con- 
sider the  act  of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors,  in  thus 
refu.-ing  to  submit  the  books  and  papers  called  for,  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  as 
within  the  authority  conferred  on  their  committee  by  the  board 
of  directors,  and  thus  the  act  of  the  corporation:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  he  requested  to  communicate 
this  resolution  to  the  president  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States, 
asid  to  ask  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors, 
and  this  committee  informed  by  the  said  board  whetlier  the  re- 
fu,".al  of  the  committee  aforesaid  is  tc  be  regarded  as  the  act  of 
the  board,  or  done  by  its  authority. 

Resolved,  Tl.-ai  the  chairman  be  directed  to  transmit  this  reso- 
lution to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

North  American  hotel,  May  8,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  two  resoluiions  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  committee  of  investigation,  and  to 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the 
hoard  of  directors  at  an  early  hour.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS, 
chairman  of  the  committee  ofinvcsfisation. 
Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  president  of  the  United  States  bank. 
No.  45. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 
Sir:  T  had  last  evening  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
dated  "North  American  hotel,  May  8,  1834,"  accompanying  a 
copy  of  two  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

These  papers  were  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their 
meeting  this  morning,  and  I  am  instructed  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings  thereon.  This  I  accordingly  do,  with 
the  assurance  of  the  respect  of  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  president. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  com.  of  invest.  Phila. 
No.  46. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  board,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  24th  ultimo,  upon  the  matters  referred 
to  them  this  morning,  do  fully  approve  and  sanction  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant, 
and  presented  by  them  to  the  committee  of  investigation,  which 
resolutions  are  as  follows: 

[Here  follows  the  resolutions  of  the  7lh  and  8th  May,  num- 
bered in  the  documents  40  and  44] 
No.  47. 
By  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States. 
To  Benjamin's.  Bonsall,  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pa. 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  summon  Nicholas  Biddle,  pre 
sident,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Matthew  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Chas. 
Chauncey,  Jno.  S.  Henry,  Jno.  R.  Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James  C.Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis, 
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John  Holmes  and  William  Piatt,  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  and  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates,  appointed  on  the 
4th  day  of  April,  1834,  "for  the  purpose  of  ascertainin;^,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  cominerciiil  embarras-inent  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  tlie  U.  States, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  be;(-n  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  ln(iniiiii<;  wliether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  control  the  press, 
to  interfere  in  jjolilics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  aj^ency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  pro- 
ducing the  existing  pressure;  also,  to  inspect  the  books  and  ex- 
amine into  th((  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,  and  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and  what 
abuses,  corruptions  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  said  bank;  and  also  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the 
said  bank  and  branches;  and  further,  to  visit  the  principal  bank, 
or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  books, 
correspondence,  accounts',  and  other  papers  connected  with  its 
management  or  business,"  in  their  chamlicr  in  the  North  Atne- 
ificaM  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  bring  with  them 
-the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  showing  the  ind(.litedne?s  of  in- 
dividuals to  said  bank  on  the  tenth  day  of  iMay  insinnt,  at  the 
hour  of  twelve  o'clock,  M.  then  and  there  to  testify  touching 
the  matters  of  said  inquiry,  and  to  submit  said  books  to  said 
committee  for  inspection. 

Herein  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  summons. 

Wdtness  the  seal  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U. 
States,  and  the  signature  of  the  hon.  Francis  Tho- 

._  ,       mas,  chairman  of  llio  said   committee,  at  the  city 

JSEAL.J       of  Philadelphia,  this  ninth  day  of  fllny,  in  the  year 
■oiie  ihousand  «iglu  hundred  and  ihirtv  four. 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

Attest:     W.  S.  Franklin,  clerk  house  of  representatives  U.  S. 
Marshal's  office,  Philadelphia,  May  lOlh,  1834. 

Served  the  within,  on  the  individuals  within  'named,  to  wit: 
Nicholas  Biddle,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Lawrence  Lewis,  Ambrose 
White,  Daniel  W.  Cox,  John  Holmes,  Charles  Chauncey,  John 
Goddard,  John  R.  Neff,  William  Piatt  and  jVIallhcw  Newkhk, 
'by  handing  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  them,  on  Friday,  the  9th 
instant;  and  on  James  C.  Fisher,  John  S.  Henry  and  John  Ser 
geant,  by  handing  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  them  on  the  10th 
(day  of  May  instant,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  9,  A.  M.  So 
^answersj  BENJAMIN  S.  BONSALL, 

marshal  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
No.  48. 

The  undersigned  having  been  individually  served  by  B.  S. 
Bonsall,  esq.  marshal  of  tiie  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  a  copy  of  a  process  dated  the  9th  instant,  by  which  he  was 
•commanded  to  sun)mon  them,  by  the  following  names  and  de- 
«criptioHs,  to  wit4  Nicholas  Biddle,  president,  Emanuel  Eyre, 
Matthew  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  S. 
'Henry,  John  S.  Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,John 
■Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes  and 
William  Piatt,  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
and  appear  before  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  appointed  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1834,  in 
their  charaber  in  the  North  American  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  t«  bring  with  them  the  credit  books  of  said  bank, 
•on  the  10th  day  of  May  instant,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock, 
M.,then  and  there  to  testify  touching  the  matters  of  said  inqui- 
ry, and  to  submit  said  books  to  said  committee  for  inspection, 
5iave  consulted  together,  that  they  might  be  assisted  by  the 
judgment  of  each  other  as  to  the  course  they  were  individually 
to  pursue,  and  have  concurred,  each  for  himself,  in  the  conclu- 
sion for  the  government  of  his  individual  conduct,  wlncli  will 
•now  be  stated;  and,  to  avoid  misapprehension  or  controversy, 
have  reduced  their  answers  to  writing,  signed  with  their  names, 
and  herewith  respectfully  presented,  each  for  himself,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Without  waiving  any  objection  there  may  be  to  the  legality 
45f  the  said  process,  or  the  service,  (which  is  expressly  reserved), 
^we  deem  it  most  consistent  with  the  respect  we  wish  upon  all 
•occasions  to  acknowledge  to  be  due  to  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  attend  upon 
them  in  person,  and  accordingly  do  so  attend,  to  manifest  our 
respect,  but  not  to  admit  any  obligation. 

2.  We  do  not  produce  the  books  specified  in  the  paper  before 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  "the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  show- 
ing the  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  said  bank,"  because  they 
are  not  in  the  custody  of  either  of  us,  but,  as  has  heretofore 
been  stated,  of  the  board,  whose  views  tipon  this  subject,  we 
would  take  occasion  to  say,  have  already  been  respectfully 
•communicated  to  the  cotniniftee  of  investigation. 

3.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  to  call  upon  either  of  us  to  testify,  or 
whether  the  object  of  the  paper  was  not  simply  to  require  us  to 
produce  "the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  showing  the  indebted 
ness  of  individuals  to  said  bank."  But,  to  avoid  unnecessary 
trouble  to  the  committee,  and  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  requir- 
ed by  the  respect  that  is  due  to  them,  we  have  deemed  it  pro 
per  to  consider  the  alternative  first  mentioned,  and  each  of  us 
ffiow  says,  for  himself,  that,  considering  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  even  as  explained  in 
4he  refloliition  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  7th  in- 
«tantj  and  contidering  that,  as  corporators  and  director's^  we  are 


parties  to  the  proceeding,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  bound 
to  testify,  and  therefore  respectfully  decline  to  do  ^o.  We  are 
sure  that  the  committee  will  duly  estimate  the  sacrifice  we 
make  of  personal  leeling  in  thus  deciding,  conscious  as  we  are 
liiat  we  have  no  knowledge,  which,  if  a  necessary  regard  to  our 
duties  and  the  rights  of  others  permitted,  we  would  not  willing- 
ly expose  without  reserve. 

N.  BIDDLE,  A.  WHITE, 

M.  EYRE,  D.  W.  COXE, 

M.  NEWKIRK,  JOHN  GODDARD, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  JAMES  C.  FISHER, 

CHARLES  CHAUNCEY,    LAWRENCE  LEWIS, 

JOHN  S.  HENRY,  JOHN  HOLMES, 

JOHN  R.  NEFF,  WILLIAM  PL  ATT. 

Philadelphia, 

No.  49. 
North  American  hotel,  May  10,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  by  direction  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  two  resolutions,  which  you  will  find 
enclosed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obe- 
dient servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W^liereas,  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  this  committee 
into  which' the  names  of  private  individuals  were  necessarily 
introduced,  that  the  commiitee  of  directors  might  more  readily 
know  where  the  accounts  or  papers,  which  were  called  for  to 
be  examined  confidentially,  were  to  be  found:  and  whereas  it 
has  liever  been  the  intention  of  this  committee  to  publish  such 
resolutions,  unless,  after  such  confidential  examination,  it 
should  appear  that  the  duty  of  the  committee,  uniier  its  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry,  required  it:  and  whereas  the  directors  of  the 
bank  have  declined  to  produce  the  accounts  thus  called  for,  and 
this  commitiee  is  unwilling  to  excite  suspicions  against  any  one 
wliicli  ihey  have  not  the  nu;ans  either  to  justify  or  remove,  and 
(here  is  no  longer  necessity  for  such  injunction  of  confidence: 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  committee  be,  and  they 
are,  released  from  the  injunction  which  has  been  imposed,  to 
consider  confidential  their  journal  and  firnceedings,  except  such 
parts  thereof  where  the  names  of  private  individuals  appear. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion be  forwarded  to  tlie  committee  of  directors. 

True  copy:  EDWD.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 

10th  May,  1834. 

Committee  room,  North  .American  hotel,  10th  May,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adjourn  to  day,  they  ad- 
journ to  meet  in  the  citv  of  Washington,  on  Thursday,  tlie  )5th 
of  May,  1834,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

True  copy:  EDWD.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  to  the  committee  of  investigation , 

(fC^Here  ends  the  documents  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
minority.  It  will  naturally  present  itself  to  the  mind  of  the 
careful  reader,  that  those  attached  to  that  of  the  majority  should 
have  been  preferred — and  so  they  would,  had  they  not  been 
kept  back,  or  somehow  delayed,  in  a  very  singular  manner,  and 
with  an  apparent  view  of  embarrassing  the  minority  in  the  pub- 
lication of  their  report — that  of  the  majority  having  been  given 
to  the  editor  of  the  "Globe"  before  it  was  in  possession  of  the 
printers  to  the  house  of  representatives,  charged  with  its  publi- 
cation. A  brief  history  of  these  proceedings  must  be  recorded, 
else,  as  before  observed,  it  will  not  be  believed  that  such  thingg 
could  have  happened.  The  committee  stood  five  against  two, 
and  it  has  rarely  occurred  that  so  great  a  majority  on  such  a 
committee  was  ever  before  arranged; — but  do  not  the  proceed- 
ings alluded  to  shew  that  the^re  feared  the  two! 

The  date  of  the  writ.  May  9,  served  on  the  10th,  early  in  the 
morning,  with  the  signature  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  attached, 
would  seem  to  make  it  probable  that  it  had  been  prepared  in 

blank!     What  authority  had  the  cier/c  to  sign  such  a  paper, 

without  the  action  of  the  house.'  Ed.  Keg. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  May  30. 
We  have  examined  the  appendix  to  the  repoi't  of  the 
majority  of  the  bank  coiTitnittee,  Avith  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  it  contained  any  matter  not  comprised  in  the 
appendix  to  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee. 
The  following  extracts  from  the  journal*  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  not  comprised  in  the  latter  appendix: 

North  .American  hotel,  .Apxil  23,  1834. 

The  committee  met.     Present  all  the  members.     On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  address  a  letter,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee,  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  under  which  the 
committee  are  appointed,  informing  him  that  they  are  now  or- 
ganized, and  ready  to  proceed  to  business  at  such  lime  to-mor- 
row as  will  be  convenient  to  him. 

Committee  room,  (North  .American  hotel),  May  5,  1834. 

^'Ordered,  That,  on  arriving  at  the  bank,  th«*  chairman  be 
authorised  to  reqirire  of  the  president,  or  other  officers,  the  pro- 
duction of  the  books  of  the  bank,  for  inspection  of  this  com- 
mittee" 

'J'hereupon  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  hanking  house. 
The  rliairman  inquired  for  Mr.  Sergeant,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  direofnrs,  and  was  told  "he  was  not  at  the  bank." 
He  then  inquired  fortho  presidcntj  and  first  cashier  of  the  bank; 
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and,  on  their  appearing,  requested  each  of  them  respectively  to 
produce  to  the  committee,  (or  inspection,  tiie  minute  books 
containing  the  proceedings  of  tlie  board  of  directors,  and  re 
quested  the  presnient  to  submit  for  inspection  also  llie  expense 
book,  and  vouciiers,  showing  liie  expenditures  made  under  the 
resolution  of  the  board,  pass^i;d  November  30,  18.i0.  The  presi 
dent  and  casiiier  declined  complying  witii  ilie  request,  alleging 
thai  they  had  no  power  to  do  so,  the  books  being  in  the  custody 
of  the  board  t)f  directors. 

The  president  then  invited  the  committee  to  liis  room,  wliere 
the  same  conversation  was  repeated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  ilie  president  of  the  bank.  It  was  there  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  that  the  demand  of  the  committee 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  which  was  done  by  llie  adoption 
of  the  following  order." 

''Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  and  required  to  submit  to  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation the  tninute  book  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  the  expense 
account  and  vouchers  for  expenditure,  under  a  resolution  of  the 
feoard  of  the  30ilJ  ot  November,  1830,"  and  lllh  March,  1831. 
North  American  hotel.  May  7,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  statement  made  by  the  government  directors  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  to  congress;  and  for  that  pur- 
jjose  will  this  day  call  for  the  production,  for  inspection,  of  the 
tninute  books,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  and  the  expense  books,  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

After  having  adopted  this  resolution,  the  committee  proceed- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  occupied  the  room  as- 
signed for  their  use;  immediately  thereafter  they  were  attended 
by  the  committee  of  directors,  when 

Mr.  Mason,  as  one  of  the  committee,  desired  the  production 
of  the  minute  hook  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
directors  from  the  30lh  September,  1832,  to  this  date,  (7th  May, 
1834). 

The  committee  of  directors  thereupon  retired  to  deliberate  on 
the  propriety  of  granting  this  request,  and  soon  after  returned, 
when  their  chairman  presented  the  following  paper  to  wit: 

The  committee  of  the  board  request  to  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investigation  read  to 
Ahe  committee  of  the  board  this  morning. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  passed  by  the  committee 
of  investigation: 

*'Pi.esolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  this  committee 
read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation  in  the 
presence  of  the  committee  of  directors  this  day,  and  requested 
by  said  committee,  be  (urnished  agreeably  to  their  request,  as 
matter  of  favor  and  not  of  right." 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  desired  that  the  books  showing  the  accounts 
of  Messrs. ,  with  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  pa- 
pers explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1832,  to  this  day,  may  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee. 

The  chairman  requires  that  the  expense  book  of  the  bank, 
with  Aiie  vouchers,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank,  incurred 
by  a  resolution  of  liie  30th  November,  1830,  and  the  lllh  March, 
1831,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  them,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
'iirmative,  without  a  division  being  called  for. 

Notice  being  given  to  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors 
that  the  committee  of  investigation  were  ready  to  receive  ihem, 
they  attended,  and  tiie  chairman  stated  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  board,  "that  the  committee  had 
directed  a  copy  of  the  resolution  requested  by  them,  to  be  fur- 
nished;^' whicb  was  thereupon  furnished  to  Mr.  Sergeant  by 
the  secretary. 

The  chairman  al?o  stated  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  that  other  books 
and  papers  were  specifically  required  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, specifying  to  him  those  required  by  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Mason  and  himself.  The  committee  of  the  board  then  re- 
tired, and  in  a  few  minutes  returned;  and  Mr.  Sergeant  stated 
that  he  was  authorised  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  offer 
certain  resolutions,  which  he  read. 

The  resolutions  here  referred  to  are  in  both  appendi- 
ces, beginning  thus:  "Whereas  it  appears  from  the  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives,"  &c. 

The  following  also  appear  in  the  majority  appendix, 
and  not  in  the  other: 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this  day,  the  fol 
lowing  resolutions  were  iinanimonply  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  board,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  24tli  ultimo,  upon  llie  matters  referred 
to  them  this  morning,  do  fully  approve  and  sanction  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  7th  and  8lh  instant,  and 
presented  by  them  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  committee  of 
investigation: 

Committee  room,  il/ny  9,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  chairmnn  of  iIiIt:  commiiltee,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  tlie  United 
States,  and  its  terms  and  rules  regulating  its  prnceodinEs,  do 
issue  a  subpoena  dniMs  tecnin.to  he  directed  toNitliolas  Biddle, 
preaideut;  "rfaimel   Eyre.  Afalihosv   Newkiik,  Jol)n  Scrgeatit, 


Charles  Chauncey,  John  S.  Henry,  John  R.  Neff,  Ambrose 
White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher, Law- 
rence Lewis,  John  Holmes  and  William  Flalt,  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be  and  appear  before  this  com- 
mittee, at  their  committee  room  in  the  Ncirtli  American  hotel, 
in  llie  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Saiiiiday, 
ihe  lOih  instant,  ami  to  bring  v\ilh  them  tiie  credit  books  of 
said  bank,  showing  the  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  said  bank 
at  the   present  time. 

Comrnillee  room,  May  10,  1S34, 10  o^ctocl;,  ^.M, 
The  following  resolution  was,  on  niolioii,  addpied: 
Resolved,  'J'lial  this  comniitiee  will  I'loceed  lo  examine  N. 
Diddle,  esq.  president  of  llie  bank  of  liie  United  Slates,  louoh- 
ing  his  having  acted  under  llie  resolnljons  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  30th  November,  1830,  and  the  1  Ith  March,  IB.H;  and 
as  to  what  amount  of  money  he  has  expended  under  those  re- 
solutions since  the  30ili  day  of  November,  1833,  lo  this  day. 

At  12  o'clock  at  noon,  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  and  Messrs.  Ma- 
nuel Eyre,  Matthew  Nevvkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Chas.  Chauncey, 
John  S.  I-Jeniy,  John  R.  Neff,  Ambrose  While,  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
John  Goddard,  Jas.  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes 
and  William  Plait,  presented  liicmselves  at  the  committee 
room,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  stated  "that  they  came  in  pursuance 
of  the  precept  served  on  them  individually  by  the  marshal,  and 
that  iiii  would  read  their  individual  answer  to  it." 


EDITORIAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Notwithstanding  the  room  obtained  by  the  supplement 
to  the  present  slieet,  we  do  not  seem  to  have  diminished 
the  stock  of  articles  that  have  been  laid  on  the  table  for 
insertion— among  which  are  sundry  things  of  our  own 
make. 

The  other  day,  when  wondering  what  had  become  of 
Mr.  Clay's  report  on  the  public  lands,  with  reference  to 
the  bill  wliich  had  passed  botli  houses,  and  was  returned 
to  the  senate,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States — we 
met  vviih  it  in  our  old  friend  Wilson's  paper,  the  "Steu- 
benville  Gazette!"  The  subject  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance, and  for  several  reasons,  and  ought  to  be  widely 
spread  before  the  people.  Of  course  it  shall  have  a  spee- 
dy place  in  the  Register. 

The  majorities  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
deciding  the  great  questions  presented  to  that  body,  were 
not,  a  short  time  ago,  expected  either  by  the  friends  or 
opponents  of  the  administration:  and  the  preference  given 
to  Mr.  ^ell,  over  Mr.  J°olk,  as  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  is  thought  by  some  a  strong  indication 
of  an  altered  feeling  in  that  body;  which,  if  to  be  elected 
now,  would  surely  have  a  very  different  political  cha- 
racter. 

We  have  made  a  t.^bular  statement  of  the  ballots  taken 
in  the  house  of  representatives  for  speaker,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  /S're'ye72so7j,  who  resigned  both  his  office  and  mem- 
bership in  the  house,  on  Monday  last.  On  the  10th  bal- 
lot, Mr.  JSell,  of  Tennessee,  a  worthy  gentleman;  and 
M'ho  will  make  an  able  speaker,  we  think,  was  chosen  by 
a  handsoiTie  majority  over  Mr.  Polk,  who  was  t/w  "ad- 
ministration" candidate  proper:  but  when  the  prevailing 
party  was  compact,  Mr.  Stevenson  obtained  a  majority 
of  66 — or  142  to  76;  now  Mr.  Bell  had  a  majority  of  36 
oyer  Mr.  Polk,  or  114  to  78,  some  scattering  votes  being 
given.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Stitherhnid  made  a  cal- 
culation on  the  chair,  when  he  consented  to  be  a  candi- 
date and  to  resign  his  judgeship  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  as  minister  to  Enoland 
being  then  also  calculated — but  he  made  a  poor  poll. 

It  is  remarked,  that  tiie  house  did  not  pass  any  cnmpli- 
mentary  vote  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  ?^u A  that  Mr.'  Bell  on 
taking  the  chair,  made  no  reference  to  hira,  in  bis  brief 
remarks  on  that  occasion.    These  are  singular  omissions. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Tappan,  nominated  as  judo-e  of 
the  district  court  of  Ohio,  has  been  rejected  by  the  se- 
nate; and  said  that  after  Mr.  Gordon''s  rejection  b\-  the 
senate,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans,  the  president  named 
his  son,  a  young  man,  for  that  important  place.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  senate  has  yet  acted  on  the  nomination 
of  young  Gordon.  We  lielieve  this  ])roccc<ling  has  no 
precedent.  The  son,  it  seems,  is  the  present  deputy  of  the 
father,  and  the  father,  in  case  he  [the  son]  should  be  ap- 
pointed, would  probably  become  the  deputy  of  the  son • 

"all  in  the  family."    Had  such  a  thing  happened  seven 
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years  ago,  what  would  have  been  said  of  it?     The  senate 
will  not  appoint  the  son,  having  rejected  the  father. 

We  have  now  been  twice  dis:ippointed  in  obtaining 
room  for  a  brief  speech  of  Mr.  J^audaiii,  of  Delaware, 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  when  he  had  occasion 
to  refer  to  certain  proceedings  of  t/ie  "democrats"  of 
New  Castle  county — to  which  is  appended  some  plain 
remarks  of  our  own  on  the  same  subject,  and  in  relation 
to  persons  and  things  long  past.  The  articles  alluded  to 
will  probably  have  a  place  in  the  next  number. 

Speaking  of  Delaware,  we  may  notice  that  a  meeting 
of  400  of  the  young  men  of  New  Castle  county  was  held 
at  the  "Red  Lion  inn,"  the  old  "democratic"  place  for 
holding  county  meetings,  on  Saturday  last.  We  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  several  of  them,  and  knew  the 
fathers  of  many  others,  whose  names  are  given.  This 
meeting  and  the  proceedings  had  at  it,  composed  as  it 
was,  will  speak  to  the  "democracy"  of  the  county,  at  the 
polls  in  October  next,  a  language  that  cannot  be  mistaken. 

A  letter  was  received  and  read  at  this  meeting  from 
Richard  H.  Bayard,  esq.  son  of  the  late  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, assigning  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  his  support 
from  gen.  Jackson's  administration,  and  'uniting  himself, 
with  the  whig  party  in  sustaining  the  constitution  and 
laws.'"  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  has  also 
been  published: 

Wilmington,  June  2d,  1834. 

Sir:  In  the  fall  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  two 
I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  senate  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
for  the  term  of  four  years. 

My  name  was  presented  at  that  time  to  the  people  of  New 
Castle  county,  by  the  Jackson  party  as  one  of  their  candidates 
for  that  office,  and  my  election  was  of  course  owing  to  their 
strength  in  the  county. 

The  recent  measures  of  the  party  as  well  as  some  of  the  doc- 
trines of  president  Jackson,  as  their  chief,  in  relation  to  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  federal  government,  being,  in  my  humble  opinion,  repug 
nant  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  having  a  ten- 
dency to  change  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  prevent  my  con- 
tinuing to  be  any  longer  one  of  its  members. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  reconcile  with  my  own 
sense  of  propriety  the  further  occupation  of  an  office  which  was 
obtained  through  their  means,  and  which  they  may  suppoge 
would  be  still  within  their  control,  if  it  were  an  open  question. 
I  therefore,  sir,  hereby  resign  my  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  state 
of  Delaware.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  repectftilly,  your 
ob't  servant,  R.  H.  Bayard. 

Joshua  Burton,  esq.  speaker 
of  the  senate  of  the  stdte  of  Delaware. 

The  result  of  various  late  elections,  and  the  excited 
feeling  that  prevails  among  the  people,  shews,  as  we  have 
always  contended  would  be  the  case,  that  party  politics 
are  being,  or  about  to  be,  discarded,  in  considerations  that 
reach  the  heart  and  home  of  every  man,  unless  a  petted 
office-holder,  or  others  living  upon  fixed  incomes.  The 
great  question  is  not  now  "Jackson"  or  "anti-Jackson," 
though  these  words  are  still  used  to  express  ideas — it  is 
whether  our  late  public  safety  and  private  prosperity, 
under  just  interpretations  of  the  constitution  and  a  whole- 
some administration  of  the  laws,  shall  be  restored — or, 
the  present  confused  and  alarming  state  of  the  public 
mind  and  increase  of  private  suffering,  caused  by  a  per- 
severance in  the  rash  and  ill-advised  acts  of  one  man,  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue and  extend  the  general  excitement  and  general  dis- 
tress— and  so  the  people,  the  sovereign  people,  will  soon 
decide  upon  it,  the  blind  leadings  and  abject  followings 
of  mere  party  men  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  See, 
for  an  example,  the  state  of  things  at  Utica,  New  York, 
as  made  known  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Beardsley''s  pro- 
ceedings concerning  a  cei-tain  memorial  from  Oneida 
county.  See  the  unity  of  all  classes  of  persons,  except  at- 
torneys, on  these  matters.  It  is  so,  or  will  be  so,  every 
where,  among  business  men  of  all  descriptions — and  of 
persons  who  have  a  settled  stake  in  the  societies  in  which 
they  live. 

An  election  was  held  on  the  29th  ult.  to  fill  the  seat  in 
congress  vacated  by  tlie  decease  of  Mr.  Dennis,  a  repre- 
sentative from  JMaryland,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
'Mr.  John  JV.  Steele,  (anti- Jackson)  by  an  unprecedented 
majority. 


This  district  is  composed  of  Dorchester,  Somerset  and 
Worcester  counties,  and,  at  the  election  of  1833,  gave 
Mr.  Dennis  a  majority  of  only  210  votes. 

1833.  1834. 

Dennis.   Stexvart.  Steele.   Stetuart. 

Dorchester      106  maj.  491 

Somerset          432         — -  366 

Worcester       116  311 


rnaj. 


432 
222 


222    Steele's  maj.  1,168 


Dennis's  maj.  210 

We  do  not  think  we  venture  much  in  saying,  that  if 
all  the  members  of  congress  from  Maryland  were  now 
to  be  elected,  the  whole  except  one  (if  one  should  re- 
main), would  be  chosen  by  large  majorities  against  the 
measures  of  the  administration. 

William  A.  Bradley,  esq.  has  been  elected  mayor  of 
Washington — for  Mr.  B.  546;  for  Mr.  Peter  Force  442. 
There  was  no  "administration"  candidate. 

We  can  only  notice  the  June  report  of  the  affairs  of 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  say,  that  it  is  still  rapid- 
ly gaining  strength,  and  has  increased  its  specie  more 
than  1,100,000  since  1st  of  May — the  amount  now  being 
12,298,333  dollars.  How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that 
the  mighty  means  of  this  institution  to  relieve  the  public, 
dare  not  be  used  because  of  the  war  waged  against  it. 

The  "Albany  Argus"  copies  a  part  of  an  article  from 
the  Register  of  October  10,  1818,  in  which  we  called 
for  the  names  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  the  amount  of  the  shares  held  by  each, 
that  the  people  might  know  them,  and  see  the  influences 
under  which,  individually,  whether  in  or  out  of  congress, 
they  acted;  and  from  this  article  would  make  an  argument 
that  the  committee,  recently  at  Philadelphia,  was  right  ia 
demanding  a  possession  of  the  books  of  the  hank,  and 
copies  of  the  private  correspondence  of  members  of  con- 
gress, on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  business  or  affairs  of 
the  bank!  This  reminds  us  of  a  quaint  saying  which  we 
think  runs  thus — '■'■If  his  nameis  John,  call  hi?n  Peter." 

The  article  alluded  to  had  exclusive  reference  to  the 
stockholders,  some  of  whom  were  believed  to  have  obtain- 
ed, (as  was  really  the  case),  enormous  discounts  or 
accommodations  on  hypothecations  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank — whereby  much  public  embarrassment  was  caused 
for  their  particular  benefit.  We  called  for  those  names — 
for  we  desired  that  all  men  should  see  the  "length  and 
breadth"  of  the  proceedings  alluded  to;  and  still  insist  on 
it,  that  such  monopolizations  of  the  stock  were  PUBLIC 
matters — and  so  they  have  since  been  considered,  for  lists 
of  the  stockholders  have  been  freely  published;  and  the 
call  that  we  made,  though  not  satisfied  at  the  time,  has 
been  complied  wilh  by  the  reformed  administration  of 
the  bank,  without  scruple. 

Now  as  this  was  the  whole  scope  of  the  article  of 
October,  1818 — having  reference  onl)^  to  the  stockholders, 
considering  them  responsible  "at  tlie  bar  of  the  public  rea- 
son," what  is  the  nature  of  an  argument  that  would  ap- 
ply the  remarks  made  by  us  concerning  them  as  public 
persons,  to  the  private  affairs  of  the  bank,  or  iha  private 
correspondence  of  individuals  with  it? 

It  is  not  worth  the  while  to  speak  further  on  this  sub- 
ject, unless  to  say.  if  a  change  of  opinion  had  taken  place, 
the  editor  of  the  "Argus"  might  have  found  an  excuse 
for  it  in  his  own  changed  opinions  of  the  "republicanism" 
of  ^'■JMister  Jackson,"  in  1824,  and  his  daily  proclama- 
tions of  the  republicanism  of  president  Jackson  in  1834, 
&c. 

We  observe  that  the  "Feds,"  or  officers''  paper  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, has  also  published  the  article  from  the  "Re- 
gister." It  says  that  it  "gives  the  7f,72o/t?"  of  it.  This  is 
not  even  half-true.  It  is  broken  off  at  a  very  convenient 
place — for  the  next  paragraph  after  the  quotation  given, 
asks — ^'^7id  -why  shoidd  not  snch  lists  of  the  stockholders 
of  all  the  hanks  be  pid)lished  annually,''''  &c. 

We  shall  only  add — that,  though  in  th«  excitement  of 
the  discussions  in  wliich  we  were  engaged  some  12  or 
14  years  ago,  we  said  many  things  with  a  ^everity  of 
manner  which,  in  altered  circumstances,  the  judgment 
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does  not  now  altogether  approve,  and  on  account  of  some 
mistakes  honestly  committed — there  is  not  a  single /)rm- 
ciple  laid  down  by  us,  in  tliose  discussions,  that  we  do 
not  yet  entirely  approve,  except  thoiie  which  rested  on 
our  then  entertained  belief  that  the  bank  was  unconstitu- 
tional; and  those  who  quote  what  we  said  of  the  bank, 
as  liioas^  are  as  unjust,  (as  has  before  been  observed), 
if  the  comparison  may  be  allowed,  as  it  would  be,  to 
speak  of  the  apostle  Peter,  as  a  base  liar  and  ari-ant 
coward  and  knave,  because  of  certain  jjartsof  his  conduct 
— from  which  all  the  Christian  world  believes  he  was  re- 
lieved by  a  subsequent  adiiereiice  to  truth,  and  by  the  con- 
stancy and  valor  with  which  he  proclaimed  it  even  to  his 
own  martyrdom. 

[The  preceding  article  has  been  deferred  two  weeks — 
once  accidentally,  and  once  of  necessity.] 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  says  that  an  anti-bank 
memorial  to  congress,  from  Watervliet,  signed  by  187 
persons,  had  on  it  the  names  (which  are  given),  of  19 
public  officers,  17  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  at  the  arsenal,  and  of  two  persons  ]who 
signed  it  twice. 

The  "Globe"  of  May  24,  says— 

"A  blasting  mildew  is  suddenly  brought  upon  the  business 
concerns  of  the  country,  and  a  prostration  of  trade  and  credit, 
to  an  extent  supposed  to  have  been  hitherto  unknown,  is  by 
some  means  efiected." 

The  veteran  printer  and  editor,  col.  William  Diiane, 
has  issued  proposals  for  "reviving  and  publishing  the 
Aurora,"  at  eight  dollars  by  the  year,  payable  half  year- 

The  proposed  editor  wishes  it  understood  that  this 
paper  will  be  conducted  on  the  old  principles  of  the 
"Aurora,"  of  1798;  and  he  says,  that — 

"No  compromise  will  be  made  of  principles  for  subscriptions 
or  advertising,  nor  any  private  or  public  interference  submitted 
to,  incompatible  with  the  social  interests  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press. 

"If  the  Aurora  be  revived,  it  must  be  by  the  people  at  large, 
not  by  any  combinations  with  partial  views;  when  there  are  no 
other  funds  or  facilities,  the  resources  can  only  be  found  in  the 
support  of  the  great  body  of  the  people— in  the  public  fidelity  to 
itself." 

We  heartily  wish  that  our  old  friend  may  receive  the 
fulness  of  public  support;  and,  to  assist  in  rendering  it, 
•we  are  ready  to  receive  and  forward,  free  of  expense, 
subscriptions  for  the  revived  "Aurora,"  though  not  spe- 
cially authorised  so  to  do,  nor  particularly  acquainted 
with  the  intentions  of  col.  D.  unless  as  stated  in  his  pub- 
lic prospectus. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Cuirassier,  has  arrived  at  New 
York,  with  despatches  for  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Edward  Lloyd,  esq.  formerly  governor  of  Mar3^1and, 
senator  in  congress,  &cc.  &c.  died  at  Annapolis  on  Mon- 
day last,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

-Meetings  of  the  people,  and  conventions  of  delegates 
appointed  by  them,  are  yet  the  "order  of  the  day."  An 
unusual  degree  of  excitement  prevails,  and  will  gather 
strength  as  the  autumn  elections  ai'e  approached.  In 
Maine,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  perhaps  New  Hampshire,  Alabama, 
Illinois  and  Mississippi,  some  of  the  severest  political 
hattles  ever  fought  will  probably  take  place — the  rest  of 
the  states  may  be  considered  at  present  decided,  one  way 
or  another;  but  still  much  will  depend  upon  the  ground 
taken  by  different  parties,  and  the  persons  offered  for 
the  suffrages  of  the  people.  The  preparations  making 
remind  us  of  the  contests  of  1797-1800,  when  seemingly 
every  man  was  acting  as  one  of  a  "committee  of  vigi- 
lance." 

Several  great  "whig"  meetings  have  been  held  in  New 
York — 'that  at  Ithaca  was  very  large;  and  tliis  party  also 

claims  some  new  "victories"  in  that  state.  A  very  nu- 
merously attended  "Jackson"  convention  has  been  held 
at  Trenton,  New  Jersey;  at  which  were  passed  many 
earnest  resolutions  in  support  of  the  present  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government.     And  on  the  27th  ult.  a 


Pennsylvania,  four  excepted,  was  held  at  Harrisburgh, 
of  which  gen.  Henry  Frick  was  appointed  chairman  for 
the  organization  of  the  body,  when  Joseph  Laivrencey  of 
Washington  county,  (formeily  a  distinguished  member 
of  congress),  was  elected  president,  and  JVer  Middle- 
sioarth,  Henry  Frick,  and  several  others  appointed  vice 
presidents,  with  six  secretaries,  many  of  whom  had  re- 
cently been  among  the  warmest  supporters  of  the  present 
administration.  The  business  of  the  convention  was 
opened  by  John  Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia,  and  judge 
Reed,  of  Cumberland,  Sec.  The  members  in  attendance 
were  more  than  200. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  draft  resolutions — to 
prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
memorial  to  congress,  and  one  also  to  bear  it  to  ^^'ash- 
ington.  The  resolutions,  address  and  memorial  are 
strong  pai)ers — but  cannot  be  made  room  for.  The 
character  of  the  whole  may  be  gathered  from  the  third 
resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  next  elections  for  congress  and  the  le- 
gislature, it  be  deemed  an  indispensable  qualification  of  candi- 
dates, that  they  are  heartily  opposed  to  executive  usurpation, 
truly  attached  to  the  representative  system  as  established  by 
the  constitution,  and  ready  to  support  the  rightful  authority  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  against  the  encroachments,  menaces 
and  assaults  of  the  executive. 

The  committee  of  thirty,  (o  hear  the  memorial  to 
Washington,  met  in  that  city  on  Monday  morning  last. 
It  is  composed  of  persons  whose  names  are  familiar  in 
Pennsylvania.  John  Sergeant  is  chairman.  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  proceedings  of  congress  that  the  memorial 
was  presented  and  referred,  Sec.  in  the  senate,  on  Tues- 
day last. 

It  is  stated  that  between  70  and  80  members  of  this 
convention  were,  until  recently,  leading  and  decided 
friends  of  the  administration.  No  nomination  for  go- 
vernor, &c.  was  made,  so  far  in  advance,  but  arrange- 
ments were  entered  into  for  that  purpose  at  a  future 
meeting,  and  a  spirit  manifested  that  such  nominations 
will  obtain  the  support  of  all  parties  now  in  opposition 
to  the  present  administration. 

There  has  also  been  a  great  "whig  festival"  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  honor  of  the  "victories"  in  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia— at  which  from  3,000  to  4,000  persons  are  said  to 
have  been  present.  Judge  Burnett,  late  of  the  senate  of 
the  U.  S.  presided  over  the  feast,  and  there  was  music, 
and  discharges  of  100  guns,  and  toasts  in  high  style,  with 
speeches,  &c.  to  the  full. 

Mr.  Joseph  White,  of  Baltimore,  has  declined  the 
place  of  bank  director,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed 
by  the  president  and  senate,  and  it  was  reported  in  Phi- 
ladelphia that  Mr.  jRoberts  Vavx  would  not  serve.  Mr. 
Alley,  of  New  York,  has  accepted,  and  E.  D.  Ingraham^ 
clerk  to  the  investigating  committee  of  the  house  of  re^ 
presentatives,  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rush,  has 
been  named  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Horn,  rejected — but  not 
yet  approved  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Said  Alley,  of  New  York,  having  consented  to 
serve  as  a  director,  a  few  days  ago  presented  himself  at 
the  office  of  the  bank  in  N.  York,  in  the  board  of  which 
he  claimed  a  seat.  He  was  informed  that  no  notice  had 
been  received  of  his  appointment — on  which  he  produc- 
ed a  commission;  it  was  then  said,  that  the  powers  con- 
ferred or  duties  enjoined  by  that  commission  were  only 
to  be  exerted  at  the  bank  in  Philadelphia — that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  patient  board  had  ever  attended  a  board  of  one 
of  the  offices  as  a  matter  of  right,  unless  specially  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  nor  voted  on  any  occasion,  &c. 
After  a  minute  had  been  made  on  the  proceedings,  de- 
nying a  right  in  Mr.  Alley  to  a  seat  at  the  board,  he  with- 
drew. 

Much  is  said  in  the  New  York  papers  concerning  this 
matter.  The  issue  of  a  commission  is  said  to  be  a  new 
thing,  and  that  the  rule  heretofore  was  to  notify  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  of  the  appointment  of 
directors  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  who  thereup- 
on notified  tlie  offices,  with  a  request  that,  (as  with  re- 
spect to  a// the  directors  of  the  general  board),  they  [the 
offices]  would  invite  them  to  a  seat  at  the  hoard,  but 
without  the  right  of  voting  on  any  question  that  might 
come  tip  before  it.  It  is  supposed  that  "the  govern- 
ment" has  refused   to  communicate   with   the  bank,  on 


conve  ntion  of  delegates  from  every  county  in  the  state  of  1  this  occasion. 
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On  the  presentation  of  a  memorial  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  &c.  from  the  rich  and  populous,  and, 
hitherto,  exceedingly  prosperous  county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Heardsley,  who  was  elected  by  a  small  majority, 
and  now  misrepresents  it,  addressing  the  speaker  of  the 
house,  said — 

"Sir,  let  us  note  the  language  of  this  letter— [one  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Selden],  it  states  that  the  memorial  has 
been  approved  and  adopted  by  tlie  business  men  of 
Utica.  As  I  reside  in  Ulica,  I  ought  to  know  some- 
thing of  its  business  population.  [  have  looked  at  the 
signatures  to  the  memorial,  and  I  aver  that  a  very  large 
number  and  proportion  of  the  active  business  population 
of  that  place,  have  not  signed  the  memorial." 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  Utica,  the  names  of  several  of 
■whom  are  familiar  to  us  from  "times  lang  syne,"  have 
taken  up  this  subject,  and  addressed  another  letter  to  Mr. 
Seidell,  (too  long  for  insertion),  the  substance  of  which 
is,  that  they  have  ascertained,  (and  in  a  way  that  appears 
to  admit  of  no  matter  for  controversy,  as  stated  by  them), 
that  the  whole  number  of  business-men  in  Utica — that 
is,  of  persons  ivho  have  ^^shops  or  known  places  of  busi- 
ness^'' in  that  city,  is  432;  and  that  of  these  358  signed  the 
memorial  discredited  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  The  various 
trades  and  professions  are  put  down,  thus — 

Whole  JVo.       Signers, 

Blacksmiths, i 17 15 

Bakers, 8 7 

Butchers, 12 12 

Carpenter  and  joiners, 25 25 

Dry  good  merchants, 41 40 

Hardware         do 9 9 

Forwarding  merchants, 9 9 

Grocers, 23 17 

Stage  proprietors, 6 6 

Physicians, 14 10 

Lawyers, 41 27 

Masons  and  stone  cutters, 14 13 

And  so  on  through  a  long  list. 

We  refer  to  this  matter  chiefly  to  shew  what  are  the 
opinions  of  business  men,  as  to  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment— for  thus  it  is  every  where.  In  Baltimore,  as 
sstated  in  page  81,  of  the  present  vol.  foranother  instance, 
the  memorial  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
signed  by  183  business-firms,  whereas  that  on  the  other 
side,  was"  signed  by  only  six  business-firms — and  of  the 
former  we  knew,  or  could  easily  locate,  176— of  the  latter 
Olily  one^  and  of  the  first  and  last  100  names  on  the  first 
list  we  could  identify  135  persons,  on  the  same  of  the 
second  list  only  29!*  Mr.  Beardsley  has  received  an 
♦'instruction"  on  this  subject  that  will  not  be  easily  pass- 
ed over.  Of  the  432  business  persons  at  Utica,  358  were 
signers,  leaving  only  74  for  those  who  refused,  or  were 
absent  from  home,  or  had  not,  for  any  reason,  a  disposi- 
tion or  an  ability  to  sign. 

We  may  mention  two  other  cases.  A  gentleman  of 
Ohio  recently  called  at  the  office  of  the  Register,  say- 
ing that  he  had  been  a  warm  friend  of  tlie  administra- 
tion, but  though  he  was  then  about  two  weeks  in  Balti- 
more doing  business,  he  had  not  found  one  "Jackson 
man."  He  was  informed  that  such  were  scarce  among 
business  men,  whether  dealers,  meclianics  or  manufac- 
tures. And  recently,  in  70  cabin  passengers  in  the  steam- 
boat Ellen  Douglas,  as  we  learn  by  a  Louisville  paper, 
it  was  ascertained  that  every  man  was  opposed  to  (he 
measures  of  the  administration,  tliongh  several  of  them 
had  been  among  its  supporters  up  to  the  time  of  tlie  as- 
sault on  the  bank,  &c. 

The  average  "Jackson"  majority  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  out  of  323,.393  votes,  in  1832,  was  12,040,  of 
which  latter  the  city  of  New  York  furnisiied  5,514.  It 
is  shewn  that  the  late  elections  in  the  cities  of  New 
York,  Albany  and  Troy,  only,  have  com])aratively. re- 
duced the  whole  majority  of  12,040  to  5,888 — and,  willi- 

*It  appears,  however,  that  a  greater  proportion  tlian  vv«  had 
expected  of  the  signers  of  this  memorial  are  the  names  of  real 
persons!  The  weekly  applications  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  of  Maryland,  are  from  12  to 
16 — and  on  almost  every  weekly  list  we  find  the  names  of  from  3 
10  5  of  the  signers  of  that  memorial;  who  thus  admit  that  therji* 
in  a  pressure,  and,  so  relieve  themselves  of  it. 


out  reference  to  such  reduction,  it  is  said  that  the  change 
of  eight  votes  in  every  township  or  ward  in  the  state, 
will  make  an  entire  change  in  the  political  character  of 
the  state,  at  the  November  elections — for  which  the  ad- 
verse parties  are  making  great  preparations. 

A  pair  of  horses,  attached  to  a  light  wagon,  were 
trotted  100  miles,  in  10  successive  hours,  round  the 
trotting  course,  near  New  York,  and  had  2  m.  25  sec.  to 
spare.  Heavy  bets  were  depending  on  the  issue  of  this 
performance.  The  horses,  in  the  last  twenty  miles  suf- 
fered dreadfully,  and  are  said  to  have  been  very  severely 
used. 

It  has  been  for  some  years  believed  that  a  vast  conti- 
nent existed  in  the  south — land  having  been  discovered 
in  different  places,  and  we  all  know  that  the  invincible 
enterprise  and  courage  of  our  "Yankee"  brothers  long 
and  secretly  carried  on  the  fur-seal  fisheries  in  the  south, 
realising  large  profits  from  their  discoveries.  It  now 
appears  that  a  vessel  called  the  Tula,  which  had  visited 
Hobart  Town,  the  capital  of  Van  Dieman^s  Land,  and 
was  thought  to  be  a  pirate  from  the  mystery  which  at- 
tended the  proceedings  of  her  officers  and  crew,  has  fre- 
quently visited  far-southern  lands,  from  the  longitude  of 
Madagascar  to  that  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  this 
new  continent  is  supposed  to  extend  from  Ion.  47  east  to 
69  west — and  that,  on  the  21st  Feb.  1832,  capt.  Briscoe, 
of  the  Tula,  landed  on  an  island  which  he  called  Ade- 
laide, in  honor  of  the  British  queen,  and  then  on  the  con- 
tinent, which  he  took  possession  of  in  the  name  of  his 
king.  The  appearance,  however,  was  one  of  utter  deso- 
lation, there  being  no  vestige  either  of  vegetable  or  ani- 
mal life.  Vast  mountains,  covered  with  snow,  were 
seen  in  all  southern  directions.  Pai'ticulars  of  these  dis- 
coveries may  be  expected. 

We  have  sometimes  spoken  of  foreign  paupers  and  fo- 
reign rogues  discharged  upon  our  shores,  in  terms  that 
individuals  have  thought  too  severe — but  such  do  not 
justly  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  we  suffer 
from  them.     We  offer  two  examples. 

On  the  1st  May,  inst.  there  were  in  the  New  York 
alms  house  1,693  persons — of  these  460  were  Irish,  140 
English,  47  German,  S5  Scotch,  11  French  and  23  others 
— together  669,  and  there  were  36  whose  country  was 
unknown — leaving  988,  in  which  is  included  the  misera- 
ble free  blacks  tliat  abound  in  that  city. 

The  Pennsylvanian  publishes  the  following  as  extract- 
ed from  a  private  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia, 
dated,  London,  1st  May,  1834. 

*  *  *  *  "Tell  your  police  officers  to  be  on 
the  look  out — for  there  are  half  a  score  of  suspicious  fel- 
lows on  board  the which  sails  for  New  York  to- 
morrow." 

This  is  too  bad.  We  learn  from  an  intelligent  English 
gentleman,  that  from  the  information  he  had  received  of 
a  Bond  street  officer  in  London,  the  day  before  his  em- 
barkation for  this  country;  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that 
gangs  of  pickpockets  in  London,  despatched  an  agent  to 
this  port  frequently,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
"state  of  business"  here.  No  wonder  that  col.  Hamil- 
ton is  of  the  opinion  there  are  more  pickpockets  in  New 
York  than  London,  when  his  own  country  supplies  them. 

.    [A".  Y.  Sun. 
And  we  lately  noticed  a  frustration  of  the  design  of  a 
gang  of  murderers  that  were  about  to  honor  us  with  a 
visit. 

The  state  of  things  in  Canada  begins  to  excite  much 
attention  in  the  British  parliament,  and  some  of  the 
members  freely  express  an  apprehension  tliat  the  peo- 
ple of  that  important  colony  may  cast  off  their  allegiaiioe, 
and  seek  admission  into  the  American  union.  No  other 
possession  of  the  crown  is  more  important  to  the  navi- 
gating interests  of  Great  Britain  than  the  Canadas.  The 
present  season  has,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  this 
respect — a  short  time  since,  and  apparently  in  one  or 
two  days,  the  loss  o'l  thirteen  vessels,  m  ith  about  six  h7/7i- 
<^/r<? J  passengers,  chiefly  from  Ireland,  bound  for  Quebec, 
was  heard  of  at  that  port;  and  the  sufferings  of  some 
others  who  escaped  with  their  lives,  were  dreadful.     A 
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rush  of  emigrants  seems  to  have  been  made  at  too  early 
a  period  in  tlie  season.  The  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence is  exceedingly  dangerous  and  difficult  and  severe,  at 
the  breaking  up  of  a  Canadian  winter.  Many  of  those  lost 
■were  persons  of  property^ — having  from  2  to  jE3,000  in 
gold,  which  was  lost  with  them.  We  liave  not  room  for 
the  details.  Tlie  cliolera,  also,  had  carried  oft' some  of 
the  passengers. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  more  than  8,000  emi- 
grants had  arrived  at  Quebec  in  the  present  season,  up  to 
the  27th  May!  Up  to  the  same  day  last  year,  the  num- 
ber was  only  1,109. 

BANKS  AND  BANKING,  MONEY,  &C. 

We  publish  ilie  statenietit  of  ilie  aflairs  ot  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, as  presented  lo  tlie  creditors  t)y  two  of  the  trustees.  'I'liere 
are  several  of  the  items  that  invite  the  severest  comments — but 
we  shall  not  offer  them  now,  for  general  reasons  assigned  a  few 
weeks  since.  The  present  selling  price  of  the  notes  of  this 
bank,  and  its  certificates  of  deposites,  is  about,  or  less  than  40 
cents  in  the  dollar,  at  which  rate  the  debtors  of  the  bank  have 
satisfied  heavy  claims  against  them. 

The  aflfairs  of  (he  United  States  Insurance  company,  of  Balti- 
more, which  failed  soon  after  the  bank  of  Maryland,  have  been 
brought  before  the  county  court  by  an  injunction  on  behalf  of 
the  creditors — and,  after  certain  strange  developements,and  the 
argument  of  counsel,  three  gentlemen  were  appointed  receivers, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors.  It  is  presumed  that  they  will 
&\s<i  publish  a  statement. 

The  concerns  of  the  Maryland  Savings  Inslitulion  do  not  ap- 
pear quite  as  bad  as  they  did,  and  depositors  are  expected  to 
receive  a  larger  dividend  than  was  at  first  hoped  for.  It  seems, 
however,  agreed,  that  the  stock  of  the  institution  is  worthless. 
The  present  price  of  certificates  of  deposite,  are  from  65  to  70 
cents  in  the  dollar. 

The  failure  of  the  bank  of  Salisbriry,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland,  has  been  followed  by  that  of  the  bank  of  Millington.* 
The  branch  of  the  old  Farmers  bank,  at  Easton,  remains  firm, 
and  bears  its  usual  good  credit,  except  that  the  people  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  in  many  instances,  reject  all  bank  paper,  except 
that  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  Washington  Globe  states  that  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
present  year  will  probably  exceed  the  estimates  full  6,000,000 
dollars,  and  that  the  revenue  from  imposts  alone  will  probably 
show  an  excess  over  the  estimates  of  more  than  $2,000,000. 

[There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  but  if  the  customs  shall  give  only  two  millions  on 
the  estimate,  we  are  much  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  sources 
from  whence  the  four  other  millions  are  to  be  derived.  We  ra- 
ther suppose  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  matter,  and  that  an 
excess  over  the  estimate  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
will  not  carry  its  proportion  through  the  other  quarters  of  the 
year,  on  account  of  the  reduced  amount  of  engagements  made 
in  consequence  of  the  contraction  and  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency    ^^Nous  verro7is!"] 

There  have  been  some  very  extensive  forgeries  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  a  large  deficit  has  been  discovered  in  the  "Conso- 
lidated Association  bank" — the  cashier  and  two  clerks  of  which 
had  been  arrested  and  held  to  25,000  dollars  bail,  each — but  have 
since  disappeared. 

Tlve  Mechanics  bank  at  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  has  stopped 
payment. 

Though  money  is  so  plenliful  in  England  as  to  be  loaned  at2| 
and  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  "New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce" informs  that  large  quantities  of  American  slocks  are 
coming  from  abroad  for  sale  here!  This  is  an  important  fruit  of 
the  baneful  "experiment"  that  is  going  on,  and  has  succeeded  in 
crushing  "credit"  in  a  wonderful  manner.  If  it  is  much  longer 
persisted  in,  there  will  be  a  much  lessened  complaint  about 
foreign  holders  of  our  stocks — provided  always,  they  can  find 
American  purchasers  of  them;  and  millions  of  capital  that  we 
have  used  with  incalculable  advantage,  will  be  retired  from  us. 
To  prevent  such  results  has  been  the  steady  policy  of  all  the 
statesmen  who  preceded  the  present  party  in  power,  and  will 
be  the  policy  of  those  who  succeed  them:  for  the  United  States, 
if  prosperous,  will  long  need  foreign  capital  to  aid  in  the  clear- 
ing and  settling  of  our  wild  lands,  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factories, and  the  making  of  roads  and  canals,  and  all  those  new 
things  which  a  growing  and  expanding  population  requires. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  30.  The  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  certain  gold  and 
silver  coins,  was  considered,  twice  read  and  referred. 

*It  is  since  stated  that  this  bank  only  suspended  payment  for 
a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  the  election  of  atiew  board  of  di- 
rectors— some  of  whom  were  objectionable  to  many  of  the  stock- 
holders; but  that  as  these  had  resigned,  and,  the  old  ones  being 
reetored,  the  bank  would  speedily  resume  it?  usual  business. 


The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  marine  corps  WM 
considered,  amended  so  as  to  abolish  the  right  in  future  to  bre- 
vet rank,  not  only  in  the  marine  corps  but  in  the  army  gene- 
rally, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Clay  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  take  up  his  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of  the  public  deposites;  but  the  chair  de- 
ciding his  motion  out  of  order,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would 
call  them  up  again  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  making  a  griiiit  of  lands  to  establish  an  institution 
for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  was  read  the  second  time  and 
laid  on  the  table.     The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  31.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Eiiing,  the  bill  to  settle  the  nortfr- 
ern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers  the  bill  providing  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  ne*l 
Monday  week. 

After  considering  and  disposing  of  several  bills  of  a  private  or 
local  character,  tiie  senate  adjourned. 

June  2.  Memorials,  &c.  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  were  presented  by  Mr.  McKean,  of  ¥».  from 
the  dctmocralic  free  association  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Spraouc,  from  450  citizens  of  Augusta, 
Maine;  by  Mr.  Clay,  from  5  or  600  citizens  of  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky;  by  Mr.  Southard,  from  Gloucester,  N.  J.;  which 
were  severally  lead,  refeired,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  two  memorials  and  proceedings  from 
the  county  of  Hnnierdon,  and  from  the  state  convention  re- 
cently held  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  approving  the  measures  of  the 
executive,  condemning,  in  strong  terms,  the  course  of  the  two 
senators  from  that  slate,  and  particularly  condemning  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
A  debate  ensued,  in  which  the  printing  and  reference  of  these 
resolutions  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Etcing  and  Poirt- 
dexter,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Chambers. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  lay  the  9th  resolution  of  the  Hunterdon 
proceedings  on  the  lable  as  being  exceptionable  and  indecorous. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  moved  to  add  the  11th  resolution  as  equally 
indecorous  and  insulting. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  lo  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative,  yeas  21,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Grundy  reported  a  bill  placing  periodical  pani[)hlets  on 
the  same  rale  of  po.stnge  as  newspajiers,  and  extending  the 
franking  privilege  to  the  chief  engineer  of  the  war  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  then  by  a  vote  of  24  to  16, 
took  up  the  joint  resolutions  moved  by  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  deposites;  when 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  wish  that  no  unnecessary  time  would 
be  taken  up  in  their  discussion;  but  that  they  might  be  passed 
upon  this  day.  He  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  unless  the 
course  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  should  render  it 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate  at  length,  and  moved  inde- 
finitely to  postpone  the  resolutions,  proposing,  if  that  motion 
should  prevail,  to  submit,  as  a  substitute,  an  amendment  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Polk  in  the  other 
house,  providing  for  the  future  disposition  of  the  public  revenue 
in  the  slate  banks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  question  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows,  yeas 

13,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  '^Resolved^^  and  inserting  the  whole  of  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Polk  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

A  discussion  ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Clay  ton,  Wright,  Clay, 
Shepley  i\u(\  Benton  participated;  and  the  question  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  Mr.  Benton's  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas 

14,  nays  31. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  commit  the  resolutions  to  the  commit- 
tee of  finance  with  instructions  to  report  an  amendment,  regu- 
lating the  deposites  of  public  money  in  the  state  banks. 

On  this  amendment  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  amend,  a&d 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Shepley,  White,  Wil- 
kins,  Wright— 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinjrhuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knigh}, 
Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wagsaman,  Webster — 32. 

Mr.  Forsyth  asked  for  a  division  of  the  resolutions,  and  read 
a  resolution  which  he  would  offer  as  a  substitute  if  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  would  give  him  their  support.  The  re- 
solution authorised  the  issuing  of  a  scirefacias  to  try  the  bank 
on  certain  counts  that  were  specified. 

Mr.  Clay  could  not  take  the  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  his; 
but  would  give  the  gentleman  his  entire  support,  if  he  would 
bring  forward  a  distinct  proposition  for  issuing  a  scirefacias  to 
try  whether  the  bank  has  or  has  not  violated  its  charter.  For 
such  a  proposition  he  would  give  the  gentleman  a  carte  blanche 
to  fill  up  as  he  pleased. 

Mr.  Webster  sisnififd  his  assent  to  this  statement,  and  Mr. 
Clayton  was  also  willing  to  give  his  vote  to  any  distinct  propo- 
sition for  a  scire  facias,  founded  on  a  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  house. 
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Mr.  Forsyth  said  he  had  not  intended  to  press  for  a  scire  facias; 
he  would  not  move  it  distinctly,  but  was  willing  to  make  it  as  a 
substitute,  it  would  occasion  much  distress,  and  he  was  willing 
to  share  tiie  responsibility  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
Mr.  Clayton  said  there  was  a  report  of  a  committee  on  which 
a  scire  facias  might  issue;  or  the  president  could,  of  himself, 
issue  one. 

Mr.  Forsyth  admitted  the  course  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  was  the  correct  one;  but  he  could  not  advise 
the  president;  he  had  no  connexion  with  him. 

Alter  a  few  more  remarks  by  Mr.  Clayton,  and  a  short  reply 
by  Mr.  i'^orsi/i/i,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  lo  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  3.  Mr.  McKean  said,  a  committee  of  thirty  citizens  of 
the  first  respectability,  from  various  sections  of  Pennsylvania, 
all  of  whom,  he  believed,  were  now  in  the  lobby  of  the  senate, 
had  honored  him  by  putting  into  his  charge  a  memorial  to  be 
presented  to  the  senate,  signed  by  more  than  200  delegates  from 
the  different  counties  of  that  state,  who  assembled  at  Harris- 
burgh,  the  seat  of  government,  on  the  27th  Hit.,  to  consult  as  to 
the  causes  of  public  distress  and  mode  of  relief.  And  though, 
he  said,  a  difierence  of  political  opinion,  as  well  as  on  ques- 
tions of  abstract  expediency,  existed  between  a  portion  of  the 
memorialists  and  himself,  it  was  nevertheless  his  desire  to  re- 
present them  fairly,  and  it  was  no  less  his  pride  than  his  duly 
to  say,  that  this  convention  comprised  as  much  of  respectabili- 
ty, talent,  and  weight  of  public  and  private  character,  as  any 
convention  of  men  that  had  assembled  any  where  within  his 
knowledge,  and  whose  experience  entitled  their  opinions  to 
the  most  respectful  consideration. 

He  had  been  furnished  with  a  statement  shewing  the  general, 
as  well  as  political  co.mplexion  of  the  convention,  and  he  took 
occasion  to  say,  that  the  latter  was  corroborated  by  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  facts  as  stated.  The  whole  number  of  dele- 
gates present  was  209;  of  this  number, 75  were  original  Jackson 
men,  about  30  of  whom  supported  general  Jackson  in  1832. 
Delegates  were  appointed, from  48  counties,  and  delegates  were 
in  actual  attendance  from  44  counties,  including  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  accidents  having  prevented  the  attendance  from 
the  other  4.  He  had  been  particularly  instructed  to  say,  that 
the  entire  proceedings  had  been  distinguished  for  harmony, 
unanimity  and  zeal,  and  that  the  whole  character  of  the  con- 
vention furnished  the  strongest  evidence  of  a  great  political 
change  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  growing  opposition  to  the  recent 
measures  of  the  present  administraiion  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  memorial  was  written  with  great  force  and  ability, 
and  condemns,  in  toto,  the  conduct  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  government  in  reference  to  the  bank;  to  which  cause  they 
ascribe  all  the  present  distresses  of  the  country,  and  ask  con- 
gress for  relief. 

Mr.  McKenn  then  presented  the  memorial,  and  moved  that  it 
be  read,  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance  and  printed  with 
the  names. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Webster,  Forsyth  and  Clay  took  part,  and  which  conti- 
nued until  after  3  o'clock,  when  the  memorial  was  referred,  &c. 
The  resolution  from  the  other  house  on  the  subject  of  fixing 
the  30th  June  as  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress  being 
taken  up,  was,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  for  a  week  or  two, postponed  until  Monday  next  by  a  vote 
of  ayes  2.5,  nays  22. 

The  joint  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  deposUes,  were  then  considered,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  first  one,  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  deposiles  to  be  unsatisfacto- 
ry and  insufficient,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
question  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of 
Geo.,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangnm,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Premiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.    Benton,   Brown,   Forsyth,    Grundy,    Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16. 
So  the  first  resolution  was  passed. 

The  second  resolution,  directim;  the  restoration  of  the  depO- 
sites  to  the  United  States  bank  after  tlie  fir<t  day  of  July  next, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Clay, 
postponed  until  to  morrow. 
After  passing  several  bills  of  a  private  or  local  character. 
The  bill  making  appropiiations  for  the  Indian  department  for 
the  year  1834;  and  , 

The  bill  for  Ihe  better  orr;nnization  of  the  marine  corp=;,  were 
severally  considered,  read  the  third  time  and  passed;  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  4.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  from  NorMiarnp 
ton  county,  Pcnnsyivimia,  complaitung  of  the  pecuniary  em- 
barra=>Mnents  produced  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
praying  conercss  to  grant  relief— referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Wri;;:/ii  offered  a  re.-olutir>n  i;iquiring  intf>  the  propriety 
of  allowing  to  Mr.  Elisha  R.  Potter  pay  and  mileagi^  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  up  to  the  time  of  the  decision  of 
the  contest  for  a  seat  between  biin  and  Mr.  Rohhins. 

The  first  of  the  joint  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  con- 
drmnins  the  removal  of  the  p\iblic  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  having  p;issed  yesterday, 


The  second  resolution  requiring  the  deposites  of  the  publid 
money  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  after  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  was  then  considered,  and,  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  King,  of  Georgia,  Preston,  Forsyth  and  Benton, 

Mr.  McKean  said  he  would  say  a  word  before  the  vote  wag 
taken.  After  all  tliat  had  been  said  both  in  and  out  of  congress 
about  distress  for  six  months,  this  was  the  first  and  only  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  any  senator  to  vote  for  a  proposition  savoring 
of  relief;  and  without  having  changed  his  opinions  in  the  least, 
in  reference  to  the  whole  subject,  he  intended  to  vote  for  this 
resolution,  not  because  he  believed  it  would  produce  essential 
relief,  but  because  a  vast  majority  of  his  constituents  who  had 
spoken  on  the  subject  had  complained  of  deep  distress,  and  ex- 
pressed a  confident  belief  that  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  will 
grant  relief.  This  had  not  been  confined  alone  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  administration.  He  considered  it  a  question  of 
sheer  expediency,  and  one  which  he  presumed  many  of  his 
constituents  could  judge  of  more  correctly  than  himself,  and 
he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  oppose  their  will. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows:* 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay.  Cfsyton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston.  Robbins, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grnndy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16. 

So  the  resolutions  were  both  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives  for  concurrence. 

After  attending  to  some  other  business,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  5.  Mr.  CZay  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and 
respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Scott  county,  Ky.  de- 
nouncing the  claims  to  power  recently  asserted  by  the  president 
— read,  referred,  &c.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  few  rem.irks  made 
by  Mr.  Clay,  he  took  an  opportunity  again  to  say,  that  it  is  now 
more  than  twelve  months  since  we  had  a  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury appointed  in  the  constitutional  form,  by  the  president  and 
senate,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  an  ex- 
tra [early]  session  of  congress — read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  nest. 

The  resolution  relative  to  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  al- 
lowing Elisha  R.  Potter  pay  and  mileage,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Ohio  a  quantity  of  land  to  es- 
tablish schools  in  the  Western  Reserve,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Preston,  some  days  since, 
relative  to  the  pension  system,  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of 
Ohio  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  joint  resolutions  for  amending  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  granting  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  killed  in  battle 
in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States:  and 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  opening  a  canal  between 
the  Appalachicola  river  and  the  St.  Andrew's  bay,  were  seve- 
rally read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.    The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  30.    After  the  reading  of  the  journal — 

Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson  \ose  and  informed  the  bouse  that  he 
had  taken  the  chair  this  morning,  though  still  laboring  under 
severe  ai^d  continued  indisposition,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
the  house,  and  preventing  any  delay  in  its  business;  and  like- 
wise for  the  purpose  of  announcing  his  determination  of  re- 
signing the  speaker's  chair  and  his  seat  in  congress.  This,  he 
proposed  doing  on  Monday  next  at  11  o'clock.  He  had  formed 
this  resolution  under  a  deep  sense  of  duty,  and  because  his  state 
of  health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  (as  must  be  apparent  lo 
the  house),  to  discharge  in  person  the  laborious  duties  of  the 
chair;  and  he  had  therefore  deemed  it  respectful  and  proper  to 
give  this  early  notice  of  his  intention  to  retire. 

Mr.  Heath,  by  leave,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorising  a 
subscription  for  one  hundred  copies  of  W.  B.  Barney's  chart  of 
foreign  coins. 

Mr.  Chinn  reported  a  bill  authorising  a  Subscription  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Alexandria  canal. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
in  the  case  o(  the  Kentucky  election,  whereupon, 

Mr.  Hubbard,  (the  speaker  pro  tem.)  stated  the  question  be- 
fore the  house  to  be  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Jones  to 
that  of  Mr.  Banks,  to  wit,  to  count  the  votes  given  in  Garrard 
county  during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff. 

Mr.  jBan/rs"  accepted  Mr.  Jones'*  amendment,  and  moved  a 
modification  of  hi.s  resolution,  specifying  the  votes  thus  taken, 
and  for  whom  given. 

Mr.  Letcher  thereupon  rose,  ar^d  addressed  the  house  in  an 
animated  ap[)enl  to  their  justice,  invoked  them  to  come  to  the 
decision  uninfluenced  by   party,  met  the  arguments  of  the  ma- 


[*.^hsent.     Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Chambers,  of 
Md.,  Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama.] 
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jorily  of  the  committee,  and  examined  the  evidence  in  the  case 
with  much  power.  After  thanking  tlie  committee  for  their 
good  feeling  towards  him  which  liad  dictated  tlie  insertion  of  a 
resolution  reeommending  a  pecuniary  allowance  of  pay  and 
mileage,  he  declared  his  unalterable  determination  not  to  ac- 
cept any  thing,  unless  the  seat  in  the  house,  claimed  by  him, 
should  be  awarded  to  iiim. 

Mr.  Letcher  having  spoken  until  past  3  o'clock, 
Mr.  Hainer,  in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Moore  lime  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Letcher,  moved  that  the  house  now  adjourn,  and  the  house 
thereupon  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  31.  Mr.  Mercer  reported  a  bill  authorising  ex- 
aminations, surveys  and  estimates  for  the  construction  of  roads 
and  the  improvement  of  (ftrtam  rivers  and  harbors — twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  resolution  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  calling  for  information  respecting  the  cost  of  consiruct- 
ing  the  contemplat(Ml  embankment  across  the  swamps  and 
water  courses  between  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  opposite  the 
town  of  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  and  the  high  ground  west  of 
St.  Francis  river,  and  also  whether  tlie  road  Irom  Memphis 
to  Little  Rock  requires  a  further  sum  for  its  completion. 

The  bill  giving  the  consent  of  congress  to  an  agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  re- 
specting the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  said  states, 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

After  attending  to  various  matters  of  a  private  or  local  charac- 
ter— the  house  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration  of  the  reports  in 
the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election;  when 

Mr.  Moore  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  in  vindication  of  his  right  to  a  seat 
in  this  house;  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Leavitt  moved  for  the  previous  question,  but  the  house 
refused  to  second  the  call — ayes  88,  noes  102. 

Mr.  Hardin  rose  and  addressed  the  house,  at  considerable 
length,  in  support  of  Mr.  Letcher's  claim  to  the  seat. 

Mr.  McKinley  replied,  and  argued  the  case  as  a  naked  ques- 
tion of  law,  and  in  favor  of  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Chilton  ^llan  followed  in  support  of  Mr.  Letcher's  claim, 
and  before  he  concluded,  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  which  was 
ordered,  and  the  absentees  sent  for. 

Mr.    Williams  suggested  that  the  absentees  had  not  all  ap- 
peared, and  moved  that  their  names  be  again  called. 
The  chair  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Banks'*  first  amendment. 
Mr.  Marshall  moved  a  verbal  amendment  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  said  that  con- 
ceiving the  votes  on  the  several  amendments  proposed  would 
have  no  effect  on  the  final  result,  because  they  would  not 
change  the  opinion  of  thosfr  who  dissented  from  them,  moved 
the  previous  question:  but  the  house  refused  to  second  the  call — 
ayes  89,  noes  108. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.  suggested  a  modification  of  Mr.  Banks^ 
amendment,  wiiich  the  latter  accepted,  viz:  to  move  it  as  an 
addition  to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on 
elections,  and  leave  the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  to  be  stricken  out, 
or  retained  upon  the  final  vote. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  best  form  of  putting  the 
question,  the  chair  stated  it  to  be  as  follows: 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  elections  is 
in  the  words  following: 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  Moore  be  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat  as  representative  for  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Banks  was  to  the  following 
effect; 

That  all  the  qualified  votes  received  in  Lancaster,  Garrard 
county,  while  Moses  Grant  acted  as  one  of  the  judges,  on  the 
first  morning  of  the  election  be  counted. 

That  the  votes  of  a  like  character  given  on  the  second  day 
during  the  absence  of  the  slierifiT,  should  also  be  counted. 

That  nine  votes,  named,  given  in  Mercer  county  for  Mr. 
Letcher,  and  OTieforMr.  Moore  should  also  be  counted. 

That  sir  votes  named,  who  voted  for  Mr.  Letcher  and  who 
were  added  to  the  votes  of  Mr.  Moore  in  Mercer  county,  be 
taken  from  the  number  of  votes  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  Mr.  Moore,  and  added  to  those  counted  for  Mr. 
Letcher. 

That  two  votes,  named,  in  Anderson  county,  and  elevenin 
Jessamine  county,  be  counted  for  Mr.  Letcher. 

The  question  upon  this  amendment,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Jones,  having  been  divided— 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of  this 
amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Alien, 
Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Bar- 
nitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Carmichael,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  W.  R.  Davis,  A.  Davis, 
Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Evans,  Edward  Everett.  Horace  Everett, Ewing,  Folder, 
Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Gilmer, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King, 
Krnnard,  Laporte,  Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,   Love,   Martindale, 


Marshall,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKinley,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Moore,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Rencher,  Sel- 
den,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Augustu.-*  H.  Sheppeid,  Wm.  Slade, 
Stoanc,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Phihimon 
Tiiomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
mough,  Wayne,  E.  D.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson — 112. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  John  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chancy, 
S.  Clark,  Clay,  CoiYnv.,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dick- 
inson, Dunlap,  Forre.-ter,  Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  G.ilbraith, 
Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Har- 
p(!r,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington, 
Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Jolinson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones.  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytic, 
Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mclntire, 
Mckini,  McLene,  McVean,  Robert  Mitchell, Muhlenberg,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parkrsr,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plunmrer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  C.  Slade,  Smith,  Speigiit,  Standifer,  Sutherland, 
Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Ttirril,  Vandcrpoel, 
Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardvvell,  Webster,  Whalon, 
C.  P.  White,  Wise— 102. 
So  the  first  clause  of  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  member  of  said 
amendment  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  131,  nays  84. 
So  the  second  clause  of  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  stated  that  the  house  do  agree  to  the 
third  member  of  the  said  amendment;  and  a  further  division  of 
the  question  on  this  member  was  called  for,  so  as  to  accept  the 
names  of  two  of  the  persons  designated  in  Mercer  county  as 
among  those  that  ought  to  be  counted  for  Mr.  Letcher;  and  the 
question  being  put  that  t!ie  house  do  agree  to  the  same  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  names  mentioned,  was  decided  as  follows: 
yeas  119,  nays  96. 

So  as  accepted  the  third  clause  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  on  the  remainder  of  the  third  clause  was  then 
taken  and  decided  as  follows,  yeas  112,  nays  103. 
So  the  accepted  part  of  the  third  clause  was  also  agreed  to. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  fourth  member  of  the  said 
amendment  when  Mr.  Banks  moved  a  modification  striking  out 
the  name   of  one  of  the  persons  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Letcher^ 
but  whose  names  had  been  transferred  to  Mr.  Moore  in  Mercer 
county,  after  being  erased  from  the  list  of  Mr.  Letcher,  so  as  to 
add  five  instead  of  six  votes  to  Mr.  Letcher  as  above. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  house  do  agree  to  the 
said  fourth  member,  as  modified,  was  decided  as  follows,  yeas 
119,  nays  9.5. 
So  the  fourth  clause  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  5th  and  last  member  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Banks  as  above  stated. 

When  a  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Gholson,  Chil- 
ton Allan,  Ellsworth,  Pope,  Hardin  and  Banks  took  part,  and 
before  any  decision  was  had  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  ihe  house,  at  half  past  8  o'clock 
adjourned. 

Monday,  June  2.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read,  the 
speaker  rose  and  addressed  the  house,  in  substance  as  follows — 
[astraeted  from  the  full  report  in  the  National  Intelligencer:] 
Having  cominunicatod  to  the  executive  of  Virginia  his  resig- 
nation as  one  of  the  representatives  from  that  state  in  the  pre- 
sent congress,  he  had  come  to  the  house  this  day  for  the  purpose 
of  announcing  in  person  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  speaker 
of  the  house.  The  dissolution,  perhaps,  forever,  of  those  inti 
mate  associations  which  had  existed  between  them  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite  painful  sensations.  In  taking  his  leave,  he  of- 
fered the  house  his  best  and  most  cordial  wislies  for  their  indi 
vidnal  prosperity  and  happiness  and  took  pleasure  in  express- 
ing thus  publicly  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind- 
ness and  confidence  by  which  he  had  been  so  long  distinguished 
and  honored;  the  recollection  of  which  he  could  cherish  with 
warm  and  devoted  gratitude.  His  obligations  were  deep  to  the 
house,  and  go  where  he  niisht,  or  in  whatever  situation  in 
which  he  might  be  placed,  he  would  continue  to  the  last  hour  of 
his  life  to  preserve  those  sentiments  of  profound  respect  and  af- 
fectionate gratitude  which  the  long  continued  kindness  of  the 
house  had  so  deeply  impressed  upon  his  heart. 

The  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  of  a  great  deliberative  assem- 
bly like  this,  was  no  easy  task.  His  administration  of  its  duties 
for  seven  years  had  taught  him  to  know  and  feel  how  difl^cult, 
nay  impossible  it  is  for  any  man  to  free  himself  from  error  or 
censure  in  this  chair,  or  give  unqualified  satisfaction!  The  pe- 
riod of  his  service  had  been  distinguished  by  events  especially 
calculated  to  render  this  station  one  of  more  than  ordinary  deli- 
cacy and  embarrassment,  as  well  as  of  increased  responsibility 
and  labor.  He  had  devoted  his  lime  and  talents,  and  even  his 
health,  to  this  house.  He  had  slrnegled  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  chair  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it,  and  of  himself,  how  well 
he  had  succeeded,  it  was  for  others  to  decide;  hut  this  he  might 
he  pardoned  for  saying,  in  justice  and  fairness  to  himself  and 
under  a  deep  conviction  of  its  truth,  that  he  had  endeavored 
to  discharge  his  duty  with  temper,  justice  and  moderation,  and 
with  a  just  regard  for  the  individual  rights  and  feelings,  the 
character  and  dignity  of  this  house  and  his  own  honor. 

His  conduct  miffht  sometimes  be  thounht  too  haish  and  rigor- 
ous, and  he  may  have  often  unintentionally,  have  wounded  the 
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feelingsof  individual  membera  upon  this  floor,  and  incurred 
their  censure  and  displeasure.  If,  then,  under  the  influence  of 
momentary  excitement  and  passion;  if  in  the  eagerness  of  con- 
troversy or  the  commotion  of  debate,  any  thing  unkind  or  liarsh 
should  have  been  said  or  done,  let  us  forgive  and  forget  it,  and 
let  us  separate  in  tlie  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will. 

Although  the  country  was  dueply  and  painfully  excited,  and 
its  councils  too  greatly  divided,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  it  was 
Bubsiduig.  At  such  a  time  it  was  the  duty  of  the  liberal  and  the 
wise  and  the  good,  in  public  and  private  life,  without  distinction 
of  party)  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  healing  these  divisions  and 
giving  peace  and  repose  to  the  public  mind.  It  was  especially 
the  duty  of  those  who  wield  the  public  councils  to  pour  oil 
upon  this  stormy  sea,  and  still  its  troubled  waters. 

This  was  the  last  time  he  should  ever  address  the  house  from 
this  chair,  he  would  separate  this  day  Irom  many  to  meet  no 
more;  and  he  prayed  God  to  protect  and  bless  them  and  his 
country:  and  he  tendered  to  them  this  his  last  and  aff'ectionate 
farewell. 

After  Mr.  Stevenson  had  concluded,  and  retired  from  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  moved  that  the  house  do  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  speaker. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Williams,  ard  the  question 
being  put  by  the  clerk  of  the  house,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  JV.  S,  Franklin,  clerk  of  the  house,  nominated 
Mi".  McKinley,  Mr.  Forester,  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  Mr.  Schley, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  Bynum,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  and  the  ballots  having  been 
counted,  the  result  of  the  balloting  was  reported  as  follows: 


R.  H.  Wilde,  Georgia,.. 
James  K.  Polk,  Tenn... 
Joel  B.  Sutherland,  Pa., 
John  Bell,  Tennessee,.. 

Jesse  Speight,  N.  C 

J.  M.  Wayne,  Georgia,. 

Lewis  Williams, 

Edward  Everett, 

Thomas  Chilton, 

Henry  Hubbard, 

Roger  L.  Gamble,..., .. 

G.  R.  Gilmer, 

William  S.  Archer, 

David  Crockett, 

Benjamin  Hardin, 

Amos  Lane 

Thomas  A.  Marshall,... 

John  Q,.  Adams, 

Richard  Coulter, 

Horace  Binney, 

Blanks, 


2 


11 
76 

4 
104 

2 


11 

78 

2 

114 

1 

6 


220  223  219  221  219  209  215  219  221  218 

Whereupon,  on  the  tenth  ballot,  the  honorable  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  having  received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  house, 
was  declared  duly  elected  speaker,  and  Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams 
and  R.  M.  Johnson,  conducted  the  speaker  elect  to  the  chair, 
when  he  delivered  a  short  but  appropriate  address.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  senior  member  of  the  house,  ad- 
ministered to  him  the  oath  of  ofiice,  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  June3.  After  various  bills  of  a  private  or  local  cha- 
racter had  been  reported  and  attended  to — 

Mr.  Stoddert  reported  a  bill  prohibiting  the  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  after  the  year  1839,  from  issuing  any  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars— twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  made  a  motion  that  this  day  be  assigned 
for  the  reception  of  memorials,  as  the  previous  day  which  was 
specially  assigned  to  such  business  had  been  occupied  with  the 
election  of  a  speaker. 

Mr.  PTiWiajrts  objecting,  Mr.  Denny  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  which  the  house  refused  to  do. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
on  the  contested  Kentucky  election. 

The  question  being  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Banks 
that  certain  votes  in  Anderson  and  Jessamine  counties,  be 
counted  for  Robert  P.  Letcher. 

Mr.  Banks  modified  it  by  striking  out  three  of  the  names  in 
the  latter  county,  and  advocated  his  amendment  at  length. 

Mr.  Jones  supported  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  rejecting  all  these  votes. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Marshall,  Hardin, 
Clayton,  Chilton  Allan,  Chilton,  Burges,  Adams,  Beaty,  Wil- 
liams, Briggs  and  Wayne,  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Letcher's  claim, 
and  by  Messrs.  Pope,  Ilannegan,  Vanderpoel,  Hamer,  Peyton, 
A-  Mann  and  Hubbard,  on  that  of  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Lane  moved  an  adjournment,  which  prevailing,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jane  4.  Mr.  JfTiitilesey  having  made  several  re- 
ports on  private  claims, 


Mr.  E.  Everett  submitted  joint  resolutions,  distributing  the 
copies  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  from  1783  to  1789, 
which,  after  debate,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  yeas  110,  nays  57. 

Tlie  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reports  on 
the  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  Lane,  who  had  the  floor,  waived  his  right  to  speak,  so  as 
to  allow  a  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  main  question. 

[As  we  cannot,  without  the  occupancy  of  more  room  than 
can  be  spared  for  it,  make  an  intelligible  statementof  the  points 
discussed— we  shall  simply  say,  that  the  remainder  of  the  day 
was  occupied  with  this  subject,  and  that  the  house  adjourned 
without  disposing  of  the  case. J 

Thursday,  June  5.  The  resolution  relative  to  the  distribution 
of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  U.  States,  was  passed 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  U.  States* 
property  at  Harpers'  Ferry  to  the  Winchester  rail  road  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bills  in  relation  to  the  governments  of  the  territories  of 
Michigan,  Florida  and  Arkansas,  were  severally  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  progress  being  made 
therein,  severally  laid  aside. 

The  bill  to  create  two  additional  land  districts  in  the  territo- 
ry of  Arkansas; 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  president  to  open  certain  roads  in 
Arkansas; 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  to  cut  a  road  from  the 
northern  boundary  of  Florida  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola; 
and 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  construct  a  road  frons 
Columbia  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  were  seve- 
rally considered  in  coniBaittee,  and  reported  to  the  house;  when 
the  house  adjourned. 

A  SQUAD  OF  "FEDS.*" 

Treasury  department  April  2,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  a 
statement  furnished  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  revenue  collected  in  the  district  of  Genesee,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  same,  and  the  amouut  paid  to  each  during  the  years  1831,. 
1832  and  1833.  R.  B.  TANEY, 

secretary  of  the  treasury, 
Hon.  Fred'k  Whittlesey,  house  of  rep.  Washington. 
Statement,  exhibiting  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  received  a$ 
the  port  of  Genesee,  in  the  ssaie  of  New  York,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  coHection  of  the  same,  during  the  years  1831,  '32 
and  '33. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Gross  amount  of  revenue    $1,690  22  755  95  848  48 

Expenses  of  collection  3,775  30        4,263  64        4,198  64 

Statement  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 

revenue  i,n  the  district  o-CGenesee,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each 

in  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1831,  '32  and 

'33: 

1831. 

1,014  00 

1,092  00 

730  00 

106  29 

708  00 

105  01 

20  00 


Names.  office. 
Jacob  Gould,  collector, 
G.  H.  Holden,  inspector, 
Byram  Green,  do. 
Ben.  E.  Lathrop,  do. 
George  Gould,  do. 
Jasp.  Drake,  jr.  do. 
D.  S.  Holden,  do. 
Henry  O'Reiley,    do. 


1832. 

1,160  64 

1,098  00 

732  00 

262  00 

1833. 
1,160  64 
1,095  00 

730  OO 

246  00 

45  00 

720  00 

240  00 
148  op 
825  00 

$3,775  30         4,263^  63  4,198  64 

Treasury  department^  register's  office,  April  26,  1834. 

J.  L.  SMITH,  rcgts/cr. 
{feJ-Only  848  dollars  48  cents  revenue,  against  4,198  dollars 
and  64  cents,  paid  to  this  little  squad  of  officers,  in  1833 — or  fivs 
dollars  paid  out  for  one  dollar  paid  in!  Verily,  Messrs.  Gk)uld 
&  Co.  have  a  snug  birth  of  it,  and  a  "glorious"  division  of 
"spoils." 

The  Rochester  "Democrat"  from  which  the  preceding  state- 
ment is  copied,  fearlessly  insists  that  the  true  amount  of  these 
operations  is  yet  concealed — that  the  "veil  of  secrecy"  has 
been  drawn  over  them;  and  says  that  the  whole  duties  required 
might  be  performed  by  a  single  man — this  looks  reasonable,  a» 
the  whole  revenue  is  less  than  850  dollars. 

The  "Albany  Argus"  says  that  this  enormous  expenditure  of 
public  money  at  the  port  of  Genesee,  arises  from  the  "necessity 
of  keepins  up  a  vioilant  and  efficient  corps  of  revenue  officers  jt* 
the  frontier  districts. 

But  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  says  that  George  Gould, 
brother  of  the  collector,  was  every  day  seen  attending  to  a  shoe- 
shop;  and  of  Henry  O'Reily,  it  asserts  that,  in  one  of  the  years 
for  which  he  received  such  liberal  compensation,  he  was,  for  the 
most  part,  living  with  his  father-in-law  fifty  miles  from  the  port 
of  Genesee,  and  during  the  other  year  editin»a  paper  at  Ro- 
chester— and  that  he  was  not  known  to  the  public  as  connected 
with  the  collectorship  until  the  publication  of  this  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury! 

*Feeders  on  the  people. 


NILES'  REGISTER— JUNE  7,   1834— DEBATE  ON  THE  PROTEST.         S49 


DEBATE  ON  THE  PRESIDENT'S  PROTEST. 

SPEECH    OF    MR.    K0U3VTII. 

Ill  the  senate  of  the  United   Stales  May  Glh,  1834. 
Mr.  Foryt/lh  mini    Ik;  cuiieiurtd   vvilli  llio   beiiiUur  liuiu   Soulli 
Ciuuliuii,  (ivlr.  Calkoua),  lliui  ilie  ptijjer  vv.is  an  ollicuil  iiu>sa;;c; 
liom  Ulii  piusideiil  of  llie  Uiiilcd  Siaiesi — iii  soiiu;  toil  pciv^oiial, 
too,  iis  every  paper  luuril  be  Uial  was  preseiileil  by  an  ollieer,  lo 
delenci   liiin»ell  on   a  charge  ol  dusrcgarding  iwn  duly,  his  per- 
sonal   character    being    lu    sncli    eiiarj^e    necessarily    involved. 
Consnlered  as  an  olhnal  coiiinMimealiun  lioni  a  eooidiiiaic  di;- 
parlinenl  ot  the  governmenl,  it  was  will)  iinleiyjned  surprise  thai 
Mr.  F.  saw  the  perlinaciiy  of  members  in  thus  gravely  discus- 
sin;;  the  queslion,  vvheilier  tlie  message  or  protest  should  be  re- 
ceived or  not.     oenalors  treat  it  as  an  ordinary  pelilion  or  me- 
luorial.     Now  a  iieuiion  was    never  in  the  bauds  ol   liie  ?enaie, 
until  it  was  lormally  received.     A  member  uniler  the  rule  pie 
senls  a  memoiial  in  his  place,  stales  its  contents,  and,  if  no  ob- 
jection is  made,  il  is  received.     II'  objecUon  is  made,  the  sense 
otlhe  senate  is  taken  —  tlu;  memorial  temaiiiing,  nniil  the  senate 
agrees  lo  receive  il,  in  ilie  liaiuls  of  the  senator  who  (jllered  it. 
How  is  it  with  an  olhcial  me.■^sage  Iroin  Ihe  president  lo  eilliiT 
liinise  of  congress,  or  from  one  branch  of  the  legislatiiri;  lo  the 
other.''     The  secretary  of  ihe  exeeulive  or  of  the  house  presents 
himself  afour  bar.     "I  am  direcled  to  lay  belbre  the  senate  a 
message  in  writing,"  &c.     It  is  laid  on  our  lable — it  is  beyond 
the  control  ol  the  executive  or  of  the  house — without  our  piT- 
mission  il  cannot  lie   wilhdrawn — it  lies  on  the  lable  of  the  se- 
nate, in  our  possession  before  and  after  it  is  read.     Whatever 
may   be  its  contents,  we  cannot  refuse   lo   receive  it,  without 
acting  absurdly.     Admit  our  right  lo   examine  the  paper,  and 
decide  upon  i:ts  character  before  it  is  received,  and  then,  when 
passion,  or  reason,  or  prejudice,  prevails,  lo  refu.-e  lo  receive  a 
inessJige  disanreeable  to  us,  wliat  becomes  of  the  riglits  of  the 
president  and  the   two  houses;  in  their  intercourse  wilii  the  ex- 
ecutive and  with  each  other.''  A  bill  is  sent  lo  the  president.  He 
returns  it  with  his  veto — examining  fieely  the   powers  of  con- 
gress, and   placing  his  refusal  to  pass  Ihe  bill  on  the  ground  of 
want  of  conslitutioual   power  in  the  federal  government  lo  le- 
gislate on  the  subject  of  it — speaks  freely  or  harshly  of  usurpa- 
tions of  [)ovver — and  can  we  or  the  house  of  representatives  re- 
fuse to  receive  it.''     What  becomes  of  the  bill.''    H  is  a  law,  if 
not  returned  to  the  house  where  it  orginates,  in  ten  days.     The 
message  and  returned   bill  are  not  on  file  or  on  Ihe  journals  ot 
either  house;  no  record  ol  the  veto,  where  aione  il  can  or  ought 
to  be  looked  for,  is  ou  the  journals  of  the  house  where  the  bill 
originated. 

What  can  the  president  appeal  to.?  In  the  dispute,  which 
will  inevitably  arise,  who  is  to  decide,  and  how.?  In  the  in- 
tercourse between  us  and  the  president,  ilie  right  of  the  execu- 
tive is  our  right.  If  wecould  refuse  to  receive  his  messages, 
he  could  refuse  to  receive  ours.  A  bill  is  sent  to  him,  he 
will  not  receive  it.  When  does  il  become  a  law?  He  is  al- 
lowed ten  days  to  decide  upon  giving  or  withholding  his  sanc- 
tion. He  denies  having  had  the  consideration  of  the  bill — 
he  has  not  received  it.  What  is  to  become  of  the  govern- 
ment, if  such  questions  are  permitted  lo  be  raised.?  In  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  two  houses  of  congress,  confusion  and 
controversy  would  every  day  arise;  in  that  between  the  two  or 
either  branch  of  congress  and  the  executive,  disastrous  hos- 
tility, followed  by  violent  convulsions,  would  be  the  unavoida- 
ble result.  Ilwas  too  late,  owl  of  time,  to  talk  of  receiving  the 
messas^e.  It  was  there.  As  far  as  the  ofiicial  character  of  the 
•  president,  or  his  personal  honor,  was  concerned,  it  was  indif- 
ferent whether  the  senate  refused  to  receive  lhe«message,  or 
what  treatment  il  met.  Mr.  F.  thought  il  had  been  addressed 
by  the  proper  channel  to  the  people.  As  as  an  act  of  justice  lo 
the  body,  it  was  sent  through  the  senate.  It  was  before  the 
people,  and  they  would  form  and  act  upon  a  fair  judgment  of  it. 
Mr.  F.  was  anxious  that  a  proper  dispo?.ition  should  be  made  of 
it,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the  senate.  The  more  disre- 
Bpectfully  it  was  treated,  the  worse  fortlie  senate,  the  better  for 
the  executive.  In  this  question,  which  had  been  most  unne- 
cessarily raised  between  them,  Mr.  F.  believed  the  senate  were 
in  the  wrong,  and  feared  that  the  true  character  and  just  in- 
fluence o!  the  body  would  be  most  dangerously  impaired,  if  the 
message  of  the  chief  magistrate,  chosen  by  the  [)eopie,and  vest- 
ed with  their  executive  powers,  was  not  treated  with  due  de- 
corum and  respect.  Ptecent  events  have  fixed  public  attention, 
with  intense  anxiety,  upon  the  senate.  Its  character  was  scru- 
tinized, and  on  their  future  conduct  depended  its  fate.  Hono- 
rable senators  tell  us  that  we  possess  the  public  confidence, 
and  that  the  hopes  of  the  nation  are  resting  upon  our  firmness 
and  integrity.  I^hat  remains  to  be  seen.  In  his  opinion,  if 
greater  caution,  moderation  and  wisdom  did  not  govern  the 
senate,  it  will  come  to  be  considered  a  blot  upon  our  system, 
will  lose  its  title  to  public  confidence  and  regard  whenever  the 
shield,  put  under  its  care  to  interpose  between  other  depart- 
ments and  the  people,  is  thrown  away,  to  assume  the  sword  to 
assault  CO  ordinate  branches  of  the  sovernment. 

The  senator  from  S.  C.  (Mr.  Calhoun),  tells  us  that  the  pre?i- 
dent  has  assaulted  the  senate — that  this  protest  is  a  declaration 
of  war  by  the  chief  magistrate  against  the  senate.  War  on  the 
senate!!!  What  was  the  resolution  of  the  senate?  Was  it  not 
a  declaration  of  war  against  the  president?  An  appeal  to  the 
people  lo  condemn  and  punish  him?  But  the  president's  in- 
tegrity is  not  put  in  issue  by  the  resolution.  Ah!  What,  then, 
is  put  in  issue?  His  understanding,  if  not  his- integrity.  Can 
a  man  be  accused  of  usurpation,  of^  tyranny,  in  office?  Can  an 
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appeal  be  made  to  the  people  to  rush  to  Ihe  rescue  of  their 
dearest  rights  by  one  who  has  seized  the  purse  and  the  sword, 
wiihout  calling  in  (iiiesiion   the  inlegrity  of  the   accu.-ed?     Yet 
alter  angry  debaies  and  unmeasured  denunciations  by  his  poli- 
tical oppoHenls,  and   ihey  have  embodied  their  censure  in   one 
tesoluiion,  woidi;d  cauiiou.-ly,  to   convey  every  thing  against 
htm  and  coinmil  themselves  as  little  as  possible,  his  temperate 
and  n;.-p(,cilul  answer  rs,  making  war  upon  the  senate— is  ap- 
pealing to  the   people  against  ihe  judgment  of  the  representa- 
lues  (M'  the  slates!     He  has  made  no  war — he  has  made  no  np- 
pi.'i'.l— be  has  answered  a  di.liberaK!  accu.-jilion— he  has  met  the 
appeal  of  the  senate   to  the  peo|d(!.     Did   lionorable  members 
siijipose  the  president  would  shrink  from  the  tribunal  to  vvhieli 
Hh;  senate  called    him,  and  refuse  to   plead?     They  could   not 
know  the  pri;sid(;iil  and   have  indulged   such  a  thought.     Could 
any    president,  however   timid    and    irresolute,   fail   to  defend 
himself  when   thus  assailed?    That   the  chief   magistrate  had 
the  right  to  answer  his  accusers,  will    not  be  denied.     How  it 
should  be  done  is  more  (lueslionable.     A  scrutiny  might  be  de- 
manded of  the  house  of  re|)r<seiiiaiives,  and  in   ordinary  cases 
this    might  be  the  proper  course.     What  would  have  been  said 
if,  going  to  the  house,  the  president  had  demanded   an  inquiry 
into  his  eonducl,  thus  assailed  as  he  was  by  the  senate  unjust- 
ly, and  in  disregard  (jf  the  provisions  of  the  constitution?     We 
should  have  been  told  that  a  conspiracy  was  on  foot  to  destroy 
the  senate  by  an   union  of  the  executive  and  of  the  house  of 
represenlalives— that  the   president  was  perfeclly  safe  in    do- 
iiiandingan   iiKjuity,  because  a  constiiuti(jnal   majority   of  the 
senate  could   not  be,  as  was  ascertained   by  the  vou;  on  the  re- 
soluiion  of  cenMire,  found  lo  pronoiiiiee  him  guilty.  The  course 
[lursued  of  sending  the  defence  to  those  who  made  the  accusa- 
tion, was  certainly  just  and  fair.     There  is  his  defence  made  ne- 
cessary by  the  act  of  the  senate.  It  is  denounced  as  a  command 
to  stain  our  records  by  recording  a  contradiction  of  the  record. 
Does  he  command?     The  language  is  '^ I  request. ''     But  this  re- 
quest is  not  made  says  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay), 
as  a  convicted  criminal,  humbled  by  a  sense  of  guilt  and  pe- 
nitent for  his  transgression.    No  indeed,  it  is  not.    It  is  made  in 
the    respectful  and  moderate,  but  firm   tone  of  an  officer  con- 
scious  of  innocence,  and  forgetting  the  injury  inflicted  upon 
him  in  his  just  reliance  on  the  justice  of  his  fellow  citizens  and 
of  posterity.     He  requests  only  that  il  may  be  recorded  with 
the  accusation,  that  it  may  be  preserved  for  the  inspection  of 
all  those  who  shall  see  the  charge.     Will  the  senate  refuse  this 
request!     It  may  be  thrown  in  the  fire— treated   with  any  and 
every  species  of  contumely— the  consequence  of  such  treatmeut 
will  fall  upon  the  senate. 

True,  or  false,  it  should  be  preserved.  If  false,  those  who 
have  given  occasion  for  it,  ought  to  rejoice.  A  fair  scrutiny 
into  it,  will  be  just  and  appropriate.  Examine  its  facts,  prove 
them  to  be  assumed,  doubtful,  or  false.  Sift  its  arguments, 
show  thein  to  be  loose,  illogical,  or  illusory.  Weigh  its  con- 
clusions, demonstrate  them  lo  be  unsound.  The  senate  owes 
to  itself,  and  to  the  president,  and  to  the  people  of  the  states, 
lo  place  tlie  subject  in  all  its  true  lights,  before  the  world.  The 
senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  asks  for  the  consti- 
tutional authority  of  the  president  to  send  such  a  message. 
Mr.  F.  would  answer  this  question  distinctly.  The  authority 
is  given  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  that  part  of  the  consti- 
tution which  authorised  the  senate  to  pass  the  resolution. 
Where  is  that  to  be  found?  Nowhere.  The  right  of  the  senate 
rests  upon  implication— requires  demonstration.  Demonstrate 
the  theorem  by  what  process  ye  may,  the  president's  right  to 
reply  and  protest  is  the  corollary.  The  same  honorable  "sena- 
tor, however,  says,  the  executive  can  take  no  power  by  impli- 
cation or  construction;  there  are  constructive  powers,  but  they 
are  all  legislative.  The  senator  had,  in  a  former  discussion, 
acknowledged  distinctly  the  power  of  removal  in  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  Where  was  the  express  grant  for  that? 
It  was  strictly  a  constructive  power — a  power  implied.  Ad- 
mitting, for  argument's  sake,  the  accuracy  of  this  distinction, 
where  does  the  senator  find  the  power  of  the  senate  by  con- 
struction? The  whole  legislature,  it  is  asserted,  has  construc- 
tive power;  but  each  branch  must  have  it  separately.  Where 
is  the  constructive  power  of  either?  Such  is  the  argument. 
The  argument  is,  all  have  it;  therefore  each  has  it.  How  very 
unsatisfactory,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  scarcely  necessary,  after 
stating  it,  lo  assert.  Admitting,  however,  this  ingenious' falla- 
cy to  be  sound  reasoning,  how  does  the  senator  exclude  the 
president  from  the  benefit  of  it?  The  president  is  an  important 
portion  of  the  legislative  authority.  How  can  it  be  denied,  that 
the  implied  constructive  power  belonging  to  the  whole  legisla- 
ture, if  divisible,  and  to  be  severally  assumed  by  two  branches 
of  the  three,  among  whom  it  is  parcelled  out,  is  not  possessed 
in  any  degree  by  the  third? 

The  power  of  passing  censorial  resolutions,  by  either  honse 
of  congress,  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  The 
framersof  the  constitution  probably  supposed  such  never  could 
be  necessary,  the  powers  expressly  granted  to  both,  united  or 
separately,  being  sufficient  to  prevent  or  to  punish  irregularity 
or  criminality  in  the  other  departments  of  government.  Nor 
was  it  to  be  denied  that  the  j)owers  granted  are  amply  suffi- 
cient, except  in  cases  of  most  extraordinary  character,  none  of 
which  iiad,  and,  Mr.  F.  trusted,  never  could  occur.  Either  can 
prevent  improvident  legislation  at  its  own  will;  the  two  houses 
can  correct  misconstruction  of  law.s,  by  repealing  or  amending 
statutes— abuse  of  power  by  enacting  new  limitations  on  its 
exercise;  vvliile  the  great  remedy  of  impeachment  is-at  hand  to 
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prevent  flagrant  violations  of  executive  duty.  The  inquiry 
alone  into  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  in  any  of  its  branches, 
with  a  view  to  impeachraent  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
was  a  more  powerful  corrective  than  any  separate  resolution 
of  disapprobcition  either  liouse  could  pass.  While,  however, 
it  may  be  adiiiiited  that  eitlier  could,  in  its  own  defence,  or  in 
cases  of  pressing  danger,  resort  to  this  constructive  authority 
to  act  by  separate  resolution,  it  cannot  be,  never  has  been  be- 
fore, denied  that  the  party  censured,  upbraided  with  usurping 
power,  or  violating  the  obligation  of  duty,  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  in  any  form  he  chose  to  present  himself,  justice  and  de- 
corum to  others  being  duly  regarded. 

From  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  one 
singular  idea  fell.  He  had  said,  that,  as  joint  resolutions  were 
constitutionally  subjected  to  the  president's  veto,  like  acts  of 
congress,  ii  followed  that  the  framersoflhe  constitution  intend- 
ed that  separate  resolutions  should  be  beyond  execuiive  inter- 
ference. The  argument  would  be  good,  if  the  constitution  said 
any  thing  about  separate  resolutions.  As  it  did  not,  the  fairer 
inference  was  that  separate  resolutions  were  not  thought  of  by 
the  framers  or  authors  of  the  government.  The  authority  of 
each  house  to  regulate  its  own  proceedings,  referred  to,  could 
not  apply,  as  the  object  of  these  censorial  resolutions  was  to 
regulate  the  course,  or,  more  properly,  to  influence  the  proceed- 
ings of  others. 

The  president  can,  of  course,  have  no  business  with  what  is 
done  in  the  regulation  of  the  proceedings  of  either  house;  but 
when  the  resolutions  are  exclusively  external  in  their  opera- 
lion,  and  operate  directly  on  his  official  and  personal  conduct 
and  character,  liis  right  to  interfere  is  much  more  clear  than 
the  right  of  either  house  thus  to  operate  upon  him.  It  is,  in 
fact,  but  the  mere  right  of  self  defence,  not  denied  to  any  indi- 
vidual or  body  corporate,  however  humble,  or  however  exalted. 
The  president  had,  as  was  said  by  the  same  senator,  the  auda- 
city to  enter  the  senate  hall,  and  interfere  between  members 
and  their  constituents.  Was  that  a  fair  statement?  The  pre- 
sident had  not  only  not  interfered,  but  expressly  disclaimed  all 
right  or  intention  to  interfere' between  senators  and  their  con- 
stituents and  their  consciences.  He  stated,  in  his  own  de- 
fence, naked  facts,  according  to  evidence  recorded  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  senate.  He  has  had  the  audacity  to  use  simple 
facts,  without  drawing  even  an  inference,  in  his  defence.  And 
why  not  use  these  facts,  as  well  as  any  other  facts,  for  that 
purpose.?  The  senate  is  not  very  scrupulous  in  its  treatment  of 
the  president;  and  the  senators  who  are  so  sensitive  at  this  as- 
serted, but  denied,  interference  between  them  and  their  consti- 
tuents, interfere  between  the  president  and  his  constituents, 
without  hesitation  or  delicacy. 

Are  we  to  use  the  rod  without  mercy,  and  treat  the  executive  . 
as  a  whipped  school-boy;  charge  him  with  audacity  if  he  does 
not  kiss  the  rod  which  has  been  applied  to  his  shoulders  mere- 
ly for  his  own  goodi"  If  the  president  had  appealed  to  the  states, 
had  sent  his  address  to  the  state  legislatures,  he  would  have 
been  justified  by  the  example  set  him  here.  He  has  not.  He 
has  left  the  senators  to  their  constituents,  and  no  doubt  the 
parties  would,  in  due  season,  come  to  a  right  understanding. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  called  the  attention  of 
his  adversaries  to  the  late  general  application  of  the  term  whig 
to  the  discordant  fragments  of  all  parties  opposed  to  the  admi- 
nistration. He  seemed  to  imagine  it  arose  from  the  peculiar 
applicability  of  the  term.  The  general  application  of  the  name 
did  not  prove  any  fitness  to  the  thing  to  which  it  was  applied. 
It  proceeded  not  from  the  harmony  between  the  name  and  the 
thing,  but  from  concert  between  those  who  were  desirous  of 
giving  a  new  and  popular  name  to  old  and  unpopular  things. 
There  was  an  organized  and  associated  press,  directed,  if  not 
by  one  impulse  here,  at  least  directed  to  one  end  by  diff"erent 
impulses.  The  press,  through  all  its  ramifications,  taking  up 
the  watoh-word  "Whig"  from  its  pure  source  in  New  York, 
Bounded  it  through  the  country,  and  the  secretary  of  the  Hart- 
ford convention,  and  the  Osgoods  and  Parishes  of  the  pulpits  of 
the  east,  and  all  like  spirits  of  the  west,  and  south,  and  middle 
Btates,  joined  in  the  concerted  cry.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  in 
the  possibility  of  deluding  the  people  to  embrace  condemned 
doctrines  and  politicians,  by  the  simultaneous  application  to 
them  of  a  respectable  and  venerated  name.  He  was  sorry  to 
eee  the  attempt,  because  the  efl^ect  would  be  to  degrade  a  name 
associated  with  our  glorious  recollections  of  exalted  patriotism 
and  disinteiested  suffering,  of  great  public  services,  and  holy 
devotion  to  freedom. 

Mr.  F.  asked  if  the  name  of  whig  would  not  be  degraded  if 
applied  indiscriminately  to  persons  who  had  disregarded,  in  the 
days  of  the  country's  peril,  the  obligations  of  duty  and  patriot- 
ism. Ask  the  northern  section  of  the  opposition  if  the  nullifiers 
are  whigs — twelve  months  since  they  were  rebels.  Ask  the 
Bouthern  section  if  the  Hartford  conventionists  are  whig? — a 
few  years  since  they  were  a  disgrace  to  the  country;  were  then 
the  open  enemies  of  the  constitution.  Ask  the  nationals  and 
the  consolidationists— the  high  tariff'and  internal  inrprovement 
men— the  states'  right  men,  par  excellence,  if  they  are  each  and 
all  whigs  in  the  English  or  American  acceptation  of  the  word— 
and  the  answer  may  be:  Oh,  yes!  now,  but  not  a  short  time 
■ince,  and  they  will  not  be  some  short  time  hence,  if  things  go 
as  the  hope  is  that  things  will  go.  Mr.  F.  felt  how  difficult  it 
was  to  find  an  appropriate  name  for  the  union  of  such  discord- 
ant materials;  but  he  thought  he  could  furnish  one  sufficiently 
detcriptive.  Unlike  the  party  to  which  h«  would  apply  it^ it 
WM  iha  nanis  of  a  eonupound,  good  in  itself,  and  made  of  mate-  ' 


rials  all  of  which  were  good  in  their  way.  Suppose  we  call  it 
the  punch  paity.  Punch  is  the  union  of  insipid  water — the  de- 
luded men  who  are  the  chief  material  of  llie  party,  acid,  from 
the  lime  of  the  southern  growth,  it  is  produced  in  the  open  air 
in  Mississippi — sweetness,  the  tariff  sn<.'ar  from  Louisiana — the 
spirit  rum  of  New  England — home  made  arrack  from  South  Ca- 
rolina— whiskey  from  the  west,  MoriDiigahela  or  elsewhere — a 
(lash  of  poteen  from  the  shop  of  Dr.  McNeven  to  catch  the 
Irish — an  Irishman  loves  the  smell  of  turf  smoke — the  smack 
of  unlawful  distillation.  Castiiia  an  eye  to  futurity,  and  sup- 
posing that  unlike  prophetic  forebodings  of  war,  pestilence  and 
famine,  and  of  the  coffin-hand  bills — the  prophecy  of  a  day  or 
two  since,  that  the  last  nail  was  driven  into  liie  coffin  of  Jack- 
sonisin,  was  realized — what  a  rousing  wake  we  slionld  have, 
punch  being  the  order  of  the  night,  when  the  veteran  was  care- 
fully rolled  in  his  shell  to  be  re-tored  to  the  great  mother  of  us 
all.  Tht^  genius  of  discord  niighl  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the 
scene,  if  a  question  should  arise  about  the  division  of  the 
"spoils  of  victory."  A  glorious  scratch  would  follow  to  deter- 
mine who  should  be  admini.-tratoi  "de  bonis  non"  of  Uncle  Sam. 
The  insipid  would  stand  no  chance.  W^hoever  heard  of  a  good 
cold  water  administration.  The  acid  is  quite  the  thing  to  give 
a  flavor  to  the  compound,  but  by  itself  it  serves  only  to  set  the 
teeth  of  edge.  The  sugar  must  be  satisfied  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  2i  cents  per  lb.  duty.  The  struggle  must  rest  among 
the  spirits  of  arrack,  there  is  not  enough  for  a  broad-bottomed 
administration.  The  poteen  is  of  foreign  birth,  and  therefore 
excluded  by  the  constitution.  Nothing,  then,  is  left,  but  the 
New  England  rum  and  western  wliiskey.  How  stands  the  ac- 
count between  them."*  Rum  is  made  of  domestic  materials  in 
New  England — the  region  of  Fanueil  Hall — the  cradle  of  Ame- 
rican liberty.  Yes,  says  whiskey — but  it  is  not  always  made  of 
southern  molasses — and  then  there  is  the  Hartford  convention — 
and  the  cradle  would  have  been  the  grave  of  liberty,  had  not  the 
child  grown  too  great  to  be  smothered  in  the  shell  in  which  its 
infant  limbs  were  rocked.  Whiskey  is  made  of  home  materials 
always — it  is  exclusively  agricultural  in  its  origin,  but  not  in  its 
tendency,  says  rum — and  then  recollect  the  whiskey  insurrec- 
tion, when  this  rebellious  liquid  had  almost  stopped  "the  wheels 
of  the  government."  The  balance  of  merit,  especially  as  it  re- 
garded the  American  System,  being  ne^irly  even,  the  fate  of 
empire  would  have  to  be  decided  by  wager  of  battle,  or  the 
neighing  of  a  horse. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  McDUFFIE. 

This  gentleman  being  at  the  Fauquier  White  SuJphor 
Springs,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Warrenton,  Va.  was  invited  by 
a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  the  latter  to  partake  of  a  public 
dinner,  which  he  declined  in  the  following  letter: 

May  14,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received,  with  the  sensibility  which  such 
a  manifestation  of  kindness  could  not  fail  to  excite,  the  flatter- 
ing testimonial  of  approbation  which  "many  of  the  whig  citi- 
zens of  Warrenton  and  its  vicinity"  have  been  pleased, through 
you  as  their  organs,  to  bestow  upon  my  public  course,  "and  es- 
pecially my  exertions  to  arrest  the  career  of  execuiive  usurpa- 
tion and  abuse  of  power,  and  to  rescue  the  public  purse  from 
the  hands  of  the  executive,  which  have  grasped  it  in  violalion, 
alike,  of  the  national  faith,  the  letter  of  the  law  and  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution." 

While  we  cannot  but  deplore  the  great  national  calamity, 
which  the  recklessness  of  vindictive  and  infatuated  power  has 
produced,  by  the  acts  of  usurpation  to  which  you  refer,  we  can- 
not but  der'.Ve  a  patriotic  consolation  from  reflecting,  that  these 
acts  of  misgovernment  and  tyranny  have  disenchanted  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  broken  the  fatal  spell  of  dHlusion 
and  false  security,  under  which  they  were  rapidly  sinking  into 
a  death  like  slumber,  from  which  no  shock  less  potent  than 
that  produced  by  the  rude  blows  of  despotism,  could  have  effec- 
tually roused  them.  But,  thanks  to  that  overruling  power, 
whose  Providence  habitually  educes  good  out  of  evil,  the  iron 
sceptre  of  usurping  tyranny  has  been  almost  miraculously  con- 
verted, even  in  the  hands  of  the  usurper,  into  a  magical  wand; 
which,  like  the  rod  of  Moses,  has  caused  the  living  waters  of 
liberty  to  flow  from  the  barren  rock  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
vernal  flowers  of  hope  and  promise  to  diffuse  their  cheering 
and  "lavish  fragrance"  over  the  desolate  heath,  where  but  yes- 
terday the  wintry  influence  of  despotic  power  exercised  an  ex- 
clusive dominion.  Gentlemen,  I  sincerely  connratulale  you  on 
the  glorious  auspices  which  cheer  and  animate  the  friends  of 
liberty,  from  every  quarter  of  the  heavens.  The  contest  i£  de- 
cided. The  battle  has  been  fought  and  won.  We  have  had  a 
desperate  struggle  with  executive  despotism,  but  the  battle  has 
been  fought  and  won.  The  overwhelming  tide  of  popular  in- 
dignation which  is  sweeping  away  tyranny  and  its  minions  in 
one  common  ruin,  cannot  be  arrested.  Every  desperate  expe- 
dient by  which  this  may  be  attempted — like  ihe  recent  protest — 
will  but  serve  to  increase  ihe  disaster  and  complete  the  over- 
throw. 

It  is  a  source  of  sincere  regret  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  my  ex- 
treme ill  health,  by  which  I  have  been  reluctantly  constrained 
to  abandon  my  seat  in  congress  for  the  present,  renders  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  acce|)t  the  kind  invitation  o(  the  citizens  of 
Warrenton  and  its  vicinity,  to  mffct  them  at  the  festive  board; 
where,  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  afford  me  very 
great  pleasure  to  partake  of  the  characteristic  hospitality  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  indulge  in  a  free  interchange  of  sentiment  with 
thoee  vvhoee  principles  are  congenial  with  my  own. 
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I  beg  you,  j;enllemeri,  to  make  known  to  those  whom  you  re- 
prttient,  my  grateful  sense  of  iln^ir  partial  kindness,  and  to  ac- 
cept for  yourselves,  personally,  my  thanks  for  friendly  feelings 
and  good  wishes.  1  aiu,  with  great  res|)ect  and  esteem,  your 
obedient  servant,  GEO.  McDUFFlE. 

fVin.  F.  Phitlips,  Edward  E.  Cooke  and  C.  Robt,  Scott,  jr. 
esquires,  committee, 

— »►»©  ®  a<«... 
MR.  STRVEN:gO]V'.S  LETTER. 
To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

Gentlemen:  The  recent  indications  in  this  congressional  dis- 
trict, of  most  decided  disapprobation  of  liie  measures  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  the  public  depositC'S,  induced  me  to 
address  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  apprising  him  of  the  groat 
excitement  which  prevailed  here,  and  desiring  to  be  inform- 
ed what  course  he  intended  to  pursue  as  our  representative. 
Though  authorised  to  use  his  reply  as  I  might  think  proper,  I 
deemed  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  shew  it,  without  re- 
serve, to  those  who  1  knew  would  feel  an  interest  in  its  con- 
tents. But,  believing  that  the  views  and  intentions  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  may  have  been  misunderstood  by  many,  and  that 
the  subject  has  excited  much  interest  throughout  the  district, 
I  have  yielded  to  the  advice  of  friends,  to  allow  his  letter  to 
be  published  at  this  time,  and  accordingly  enclose  it  to  you 
for  that  pur|)0se.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  his  communication  is 
now  sent  to  the  press  without  consultation  with  him.  Your 
prompt  attentioH  to  its  publication  will  oblige.  Yours  very 
respectfully,  JOHN  RUTHERFOORD. 

Richmond,  22i  May,  1834. 


Washington,  May  9th,  1834. 
My  dear  sir:   I  received  your  kind  letter  two  days  ago,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  1  have  had,  to  answer  it.     1 
feel,  very  sensibly,  this  continued  proof  of  your  friendship,  and 
considerate  regard  for  me,  and  thank  you  for  the  frankness  and 
candor  witli  which   you   have  addressed  me.     1  shall  answer 
you  in  the  same  spirit,  and  express,  freely,  my  opinions  and 
determination  upon  the  delicate  and  important  subjects  suggest- 
ed for  my  consideration,     in  this  matter  1  can  have  no  motive 
to  disguise  my  sentiments,  and  do  not  mean  to  suffer  myself  to 
be  misunderstood.     I  ihay  claim,  I  hope,  at  least,  the  virtue  of 
never  attempting  to  conceal  my  opinions  and  views  upon  politi- 
cal subjects.     I  have  been  in  the  liabit,  through  my  whole  life, 
of  speaking  plainly,  and  openly,  and  undisguisedly,  and  meet- 
ing every  question  with  boldness  and  decision.  I  shall  continue 
to  do  so  as  long  as  I  am  in  public  life;  and  can  assure  you,  that 
there  has  never  been  an  occasion  or  moment,  that  I  seize  with 
more  pleasure  to  state  freely  what  I  feel  on  this  subject,  and 
what  1  intend  doing.     I  have  not  been  unapprised  of  the  state 
of  feeling  and  excitement  in  my  district;  nor  of  the  attempts  on 
the  part  of  some  of  my  political  foes  to  wound  me  at  home, 
whilst  I  was  doing  my  duty  here.     To  say  that  I  have  not  been 
surprised  and   mortified,  at  the  acrimony   and  bitterness  vi'ith 
which  1  have  been  assailed,  and  at  the  unwarrantable  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  misrepresent  and  injure  me,  would   be 
uncandid;  and  especially,  too,  coming  from  those  from  whom  I 
should  least  have  expected  it.     I  confess  that  I  have  felt  and 
deplored  deeply  this  state  of  things;  and  the  more  so,  because  I 
liave  a  proud  consciousness  that  1  have  not  deserved   it.     I  al- 
lude, of  course,  to  the  conduct  of  individuals  and  not  to  the 
press.     The  abuse  and  denunciations  of  the  latter,  have  no  ter- 
rors for  me;   not  because,  I   pretend  to  greater  indifference  on 
this  point  than  other  public  men,  but  because  we  all  know  that 
no  purity  of  motive  or  conduct,  can  in  hij.'h  party  times,  shelter 
any  man,  be  he  who  he  may,  from  the  violent,  (and,  might  I 
not  say,  indiscriminate),  abuse   of  j)ar<isa?i  presses.     I  have,  I 
own,  great  confidence  in   the  justice  and   intelligence  of  the 
people,  and  the   liberal  and  generous   portion  of  my  political 
opponents,  and   I  do  not  permit  myself  for  one  moment   to 
doubt,  but  that,  as  soon  as  the  phrensied  and  turbulent  spirit  of 
the  times  shall  cease  to  exert  its  baleful  influence  over  our 
distracted  country,  justice    will  be  done  to  my  motives  and 
conduct.     Of  this  I  have  not  a  doubt. 

You  desire  to  know,  and  so  do  many  of  my  friends  what 
course  I  mean  to  pursue  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  my 
district;  and  you  tell  me,  that  you  are  daily  interrogated  upon 
the  subject  by  friends  and  opponents.  You  express  at  the  same 
time,  entire  confidence  in  the  principles  which  you  think  will 
guide  me  in  the  course  I  shall  pursue.  In  this  you  do  me  no 
more  than  justice,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  will  not  dis- 
appoint you.  I  mean  to  pursue  steadily  and  fearlessly,  the  path 
of  duty,  and  carry  out  those  principles  which  have  governed 
me  through  a  long  course  of  public  service.  Of  this,  you  and 
my  friends  may  rest  satisfied.  That  a  decided  majority  of  my 
district  ditier  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  andres- 
toration  of  the  public  deposifes,  it  would  be  folly  in  me  now  to 
doubt,  if  what  t  learn  be  true,  and  the  local  elections  are  to 
be  regarded  as  any  test.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  should 
not  feel  justified  as  the  representative  of  the  district,  in  refusing 
to  obey  their  wishes,  and  instructions,  though  not  formally  ex- 
pressed. My  opinions  as  to  the  right  and  consequences  of  in- 
struction on  the  part  of  the  constituent,  have  long  been  known. 
It  has  ever  been  with  me  a  favorite  doctrine,  and  ought  to  be 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  corner-stones  of  all  representative 
governments.  Our  constitutions  are  wisely  founded  upon  the 
representative  system;  and  the  very  meaning  of  that  term,  dis- 
plays the  nature  and  benefit  of  the  system.  A  representative  is 
a  public  agent,  who  represents  the  wjshes,  interests  and  senti- 


ments of  the  people;  and,  though  they  may  not  choos«  to  ro- 
gulate  his  course  by  special  instructions,  in  consequence  of  a 
presumption  that  he  may  often  enjoy  information  that  they  do 
not  possess,  tjie  real  nature  of  their  relation  is  not  materially 
changed.  "Tlie  virtue,  spirit  and  essence  of  a  house  of  repre- 
sentatives is  their  being  the  express  image  of  the  feelings  of 
tlie  nation."  This  is  one  of  the  great  and  distinguishing  prin- 
ciples of  our  own  free  institutions,  and  I  have  always  stood 
pledged  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  to  upJiold  and  maintain 
it.  in  vain,  my  dear  sir,  might  a  country  like  ours  lavish  its 
blood  and  treasure  in  defence  of  its  liberty,  and  erect  barriers 
against  ambition  and  power,  if  public  agents  should  be  permit- 
ted to  deny  the  right  of  the  people  to  instruct,  and  the  duty  of 
the  representative  to  obey,  or  surrender  up  the  trust.  A  repre- 
sentative government,  without  this  right,  would  be  little  else 
than  tlie  essence  of  mockery.  Nothing  then  can  shake  the 
deep-rooted  opinions  which  i  have  so  long  fostered  and  acted 
on,  and  which  in  my  representative  character  I  could  never 
consent  in  any  manner  to  impair,  without  an  entire  abandon- 
ment of  private  lionor  and  public  duty.  I  shall,  therefore,  not 
hesitate  to  acknowledge  this  right,  and  obey  the  wishes  and  in- 
structions of  a  majority  of  my  constituents,  upon  questions  of 
expediency  and  practical  policy,  involving  no  violation  of  the 
oath  I  have  taken  to  support  the  constitution  of  my  country,  or 
aflfect  my  conscience  or  honor. 

I  beg  you  to  communicate  these,  my  opinions,  in  such  man- 
ner as  you  njay  cJioose,  to  those  wlio  are  really  desirous  of 
knowing  what  they  are,  or  feel  an  interest  in  the  matter.  This 
is  all  that  I  deem  it  needful  or  proper  for  me  to  say,  and  you 
will  use  it  as  you  please.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  even 
this  may  not  be  satisfactory  to  some  portion  of  my  constituents, 
and  an  effort  may  be  made  to  force  me  to  retire.  Be  it  so.  1 
am  ready  to  lay  down  the  trust,  whenever  it  may  be  required  in 
a  manner  that  1  ought  to  listen  to  and  respect.  I  have  said  so 
to  many  of  my  other  friends.  Under  such  circumstances,  I 
could  have  no  motive  to  continue.  Verily,  my  friend,  as  you 
well  know,  1  have  paid  dearly  for  all  my  public  honors.  They 
have  brought  on  me  heavy  pecuniary  losses,  and  been  produc- 
tive of  any  thing  bi;t  peace  and  iranquiHity.  I  gave  up  a  lucr.i- 
tive  profession,  with  the  prospect  of  increased  wealth,  to  de- 
vote myself  to  the  public  service,  and  now  I  am  to  be  repaid 
with  denunciation  and  abuse!  All  that  I  ever  expected  or  wish- 
ed was,  to  serve,  and  merit  the  approbation  of,  my  country; 
and  especially  those,  whom,  for  so  long  a  time,  it  had  been  my 
pride  and  pleasure  to  represent;  and  I  declare  to  God,  that 
through  the  whole  course  of  my  public  life,  I  had  looked  to  this, 
as  the  highest  reward  for  all  my  public  labors.  No  man  would 
lament  more  deeply  or  sincerely  than  1  should  do,  the  loss  of 
this  confidence:  but  if  it  must  be  so,  and  my  services  are  no 
longer  desired,  I  shall  most  willingly  retire.  It  remains  for  m© 
only  to  add,  that  until  I  do,  1  shall  continue  to  discharge  my 
duties  in  the  mKnner  I  think  right  and  best  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  peculiar  interests  and  prosperity  of  my  immediate 
district,  and  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 

With  cordial  and  sincere  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend 
and  servant,  A.  STEVENSON. 

Col.  John  Rutherfoord,  Richmond,  Va. 

MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Nothing  gives  more  satisfaction  to  a  candid  and  ingenuous 
mind,  than  to  make  acknowledgment  of  wrong,  when  wrong 
has  been  committed;  and  certainly  nothing  is  more  honorable. 
Mr.  Clayton,  of  Georgia,  in  a  recent  speech  in  the  house  ol  re- 
presentatives, thus  concluded  his  remarks.  [Jllex.  Gaz. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the  first  fair  opportunity  that  has  present- 
ed itself  to  make  satisfaction  for  tvrongs  which  I  believe  1  my- 
self have  committed,  not  from  malice,  for  I  entertain  that  pas- 
sion against  no  human  being,  but  from  an  over-wrought  and  in- 
cautious zeal.  In  my  opposition  to  the  bank,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, I  have  carefully  reviewed  my  remarks,  and  find  reflec- 
tions which  are  unworthy  of  me  and  the  cause  they  were  de- 
signed to  support.  They  were  calculated  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  many  high  and  honorable  men  in  and  out  of  the  bank; 
and,  if  such  has  been  the  effect,  I  can  offer  no  higher  reparation 
than  the  public  expression  of  my  regret.  I  retract  every  thing 
personal,  either  in  fact  or  tendency,  and  rejoice  that  when  J 
have  done  a.  wrong,  mj/ sense  of  justice  inclines  me  to  redress 
it;  neither  a  dictate  of  false  pride,  nor  a  dread  of  even  deserved 
reproach,  shall  ever  interpose  between  the  injury  of  which  I 
have  been  the  unguarded  cause,  and  the  due  retribution  ne- 
cessary to  its  full  attainment.  I  do  not  pretend  that  this  is  a 
sentiment  peculiar  to  myself;  it  exists  in  every  mind  to  some 
extent,  and,  sooner  or  later,  is  apt  to  exert  its  just  control.  Sir, 
the  day  may  yet  come  when  the  present  chief  magistrate  shall 
feel  and  own  its  sway.  When  he  shall  have  reached  the  repose 
of  private  life,  removed  from  the  tempests  of  political  strife — 
when  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  usel^ul  to  flatterers  and  syco- 
phants, and  standing  upon  that  critical  confine  where  the  time 
past  of  a  long  life  is  to  be  reviewed  in  the  short  span  of  that 
which  is  soon  to  end — if  no  other  wrong  of  which  he  has  been 
the  author  shall  extort  his  merited  confession,  that  at  least  to  the 
injured  Duane  will  wring  a  repentant  sigh.  His  imagination 
must  wander  into  the  innocent  family  of  this  abused  individual, 
from  whose  quiet  bosom  he  was  reluctantly  withdrawn,  and, 
after  surveying  the  peace  which  he  has  disturbed,  the  feelings 
he  has  tortured,  the  friendship  with  which  he  has  sported,  the 
integrity  he  has  distrusted,  the  independence  he  has  despised, 
and,  above  all,  that  spotless  reputation  his  minions  have  at- 
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tempted  to  defame— if  his  heart  shall  not  obey  the  dictates  of  i  enumerated  by  those  distinctive  appellations,  but  were  non  en- 
the  generous  sentiment  I  have  described,  it  will  be  vvantinjz,  umerated  articles  payin<;  a  duty,  under  the  act  of  1816,  of  15  per 
ereatlv  wanting,  in  a   principle  with   which   even  his  fame  of    per  cent,  ad  valorcMii;  that  thwy  were  not  manufactures  of  iron 


battle  cannot  compare,  and  will  justly  reduce  the  glory  ot  his 
military  fortunes  to  an  empty  pageant. 

COL. CROCKETT. 
The  following  is  a  sketch  of  the  remarks  of  col.  Crockett,  a 
member  of  the  house  ot  representatives  of  the  United  Slates 
from  Tennessee,  d^jlivered  from  the  lower  balcony  of  the  City 
Hall,  Boston,  about  two  weeks  ago.  The  colonel  returned  and 
took  his  seat  last  week. 

He  commenced  by  saying  that  he  came  here  without  the  least 
expectation  of  making  a  speech;  he  cauie  not  as  a  politician, 
but  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  his  most  intelligent  political 
friends,  gen.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  to  learn  from  personal  oh 
ser-vation,  what  could  not  be  correcily  known  otherwise.  He 
had  no  expectation  of  attracting  any  attention  oilier  than  any 
private  ciiizen,  but  for  the  kind  civilities  he  had  received  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  tender  his  most  grateful  thanks. 

He  then  alluded  to  his  political  course.  He  said  that  when 
he  tirst  went  to  congress  he  was  opposed  to  the  proie,ciive  sys- 
tem; he  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it;  but  since  he  had  visit- 
ed New  England,  he  had  changed  his  views  on  that  subject;  he 
only  wished  that  some  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  southern 
Btates,  would  visit  the  New  England  manufactories,  and  said 
that  a  single  visit  would  do  more  to  bring  about  peace,  harmony 
and  union  between  the  different  sections  of  the  country  than  all 
the  legislation  in  the  world. 

He  said  he  had  been  one  of  the  earliest  fiiends  and  supporters 
of  gen.  Jackson;  he  had  known  him  from  his  youth  up;  he  had 
fought  with  him,  and  was  one  of  the  first  who  fired  a  gun  in  tiie 
battles  in  which  gen.  Jackson  gained  so  much  renown.  He  had 
supported  him  for  the  presidency  because  he  believed  hiin  an 
honest  man.  He  did  not  suppose,  what  he  has  since  found  to 
be  the  case,  that  he  would  consider  that  the  greatest  oti'ence  a 
man  could  commit,  would  be  to  vote  against  Andiew  Jackson. 
He  would  refer  back  to  the  coiidilion  of  ihe  country  only 
seven  months  ago.  Then  we  had  the  bestcunency  in  the  world, 
our  commerce  and  manufactures  Vv'ere  in  the  highest  state  of 
prosperity;  now  we  see  ruin  and  distress  pervading  all  classes  of 
the  community.  And  for  what  purpose  has  all  this  misery  been 
brought  about.'  Merely  to  gratify  the  prejudices  and  will  of  a 
superanuated  old  man.  He  said  we  had  arrived  at  a  crisis  such 
as  we  had  never  before  known. 

He  had  never  apprehended  any  serious  consequences  from 
the  troubles  in  South  Carolina;  he  did  not  think  the  single  state 
of  South  Carolina  could  dissolve  the  union.  But  now  things 
wore  an  alarming  aspect,  when  we  see  neighborhood  against 
neighborhood,  city  against  city,  and  state  against  stale;  when  ihe 
chief  magistrate  of  the  union  seizes  the  sword  of  the  nation 
with  one  hand,  and  the  purse  with  the  other,  and  bids  defiance 
to  congress  and  to  the  whole  country,  we  may  vviih  good  reason 
tremble  for  the  result.  Look  at  the  president's  course.  He  first 
attacked  the  bank,  and  demolished  that,  and  then  levelled  his 
gun  and  fired  at  the  senate.  But  he  was  glad  to  say  that  the 
senate  was  firm,  that  it  was  able  to  resist  his  assaults;  that  it 
could  and  it  would  save  the  country;  and  when  general  Jackson 
discharged  his  gun  at  the  senate,  he  fired  into  the  wrong  flock. 

He  said  he  was  no  man's  follower;  he  belonged  to  no  party;  he 
had  no  interest  but  the  good  of  the  country  at  heart;  ho  would 
not  stoop  to  fawn  or  flatter  to  gain  the  favor  of  any  of  the  |)o- 
litical  demagogues  of  the  present  time.  Gen.  Jackson's  poliiical 
conduct  had  disappointed  him,  and  he  turned  the  back  of  his 
hand  towards  him;  and  when  he  was  reproached  for  deserting 
the  party,  "I  told  them  I  had  rather  be  a  nigger's  man  or  a  rac- 
koon  dog  than  belong  to  such  a  party." 

He  said  he  did  nottravfll  to  make  political  speeches, he  wished 
to  travel  as  a  private  citizen.  He  trusted  they  would  excuse  his 
defects,  for  he  was  but  a  plain,  unlearned  man,  as  he  had  never 
had  hut  six  months  schooling  in  his  life,  and  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  he  was  fitted  to  address  the  people  of  Boston,  the 
most  enlightened  and  accomplished  city  in  the  world.  He  con- 
eluded  by  tendering  his  most  heart-felt  thanks  for  the  very  kind 
attentions  Jie  had  received  in  Boston,  and  indeed  wherever  he 
had  Ixeoii  throughout  New  England. 

—  ..»+©  @  ^444<>— 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

JUDGE  THOMPSON,  PRESIDING. 

John  F.  Sarchet  against  Samuel  Stvartvout,  collector. 
[Reported  for  the  Journal  of  Commerce.] 
This  was  an  action  to  recover  fj'24  24  cents,  bt-inu,  the  amount 
of  duty  charged  by  defendant  on  certain  articles  imported  by 
plaintiff  underthe  denominaiion  of  anchor  iron  and  links.  The 
articles  consisted  of  detached  links  paitly  manufactured,  some 
of  thein  turned  and  others  straight,  fit  for  making  chain  cables 
or  chains  for  other  purposes;  the  shank,  arm  and  palm  of  an 
anchor  in  separate  parts,  ready  to  be  welded  togmher:  cast  iron 
balls,  with  a  hole  through  them,  for  putting  on  the  ends  of  an- 
chors, and  stays  or  studds. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  if  these 
articles  were  subject  to  any  duty  it  was  at  most  only  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  whereas  the  plaintiff  has  been  cliarge(i2  ceiils 
per  lb.  for  the  detached  pieces  of  the  anchor,  and  Scents  per  lb. 
for  the  cable  or  chain  links. 
The  plaintiff's  counsel  made  the  following  points: 
I.  That  by  the  nets  of  congress  previous  to  1832  the  links  and 
anchor  iron,  though  well  known  articles  of  commerce  were  not 


II.  'I'tiat  thus  under  the  old  laws  paying  a  duly  ot  IS  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  unless  enuiiieiated  in  Uie  law  ol  1832,  or  embiaced 
liy  some  general  clause,  they  were  free.  The  law  of  1832,  sec. 
3,  says — "All  ankles  not  enumerated  in  this  act,  nor  the  ex- 
isting laws,  and  which  are  now  liable  to  an  ad  volorem  duty 
of  15  per  centum,  shall  be  exempted  from  duty." 

III.  That  they  were  not  enumerated  in  ihe  law  of  1832. 

IV.  That  Uie  links  were  not  iron  cubles,  or  chains,  or  parts 
Ihereof,  manuiattared  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  section  1,  arti- 
cle 9,  which  sajs — "Iron  caliles,  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof, 
manutaclured  in  whole  or  in  part,  three  cents  per  pound." 

V.  'I'hat  Ihe  links  were  not  a  manufaeture  of  iron,  but  links, 
so  known  by  name  in  commerce,  jiarLty  manufactured. 

VI.  That  a  link  partly  inanutk(.iurcd  was  not  a  manufacture 
of  iron  partly  finished,  under  seetion  1,  article  12,  which  says — 
"All  wianulacimes  of  iron,  partly  finished,  shall  pay  the  same 
rale  of  duty  as  if  entirely  finished." 

VII.  That  links  wholly  finished  would  noi  be  a  manufacture 
of  iron,  for  they  were  not  an  arliele  fit  for  any  uselul  purpose, 
under  llie  decision  in  5  Cranch,  United  Slates  reports,  28. 

Viil.  At  any  rate,  links,  if  finished,  could  he  a  manufacture 
of  iron,  paying  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  under  section  1,  article  12,  . 
which  says — "All  manulactures  ol  iron  not  enumerated  lo  pay 
a  duty  ot  22  per  cent,  ad  valorem,"  as  no  one  could,  say  to  what 
purpose  these  links  would  be  applied;  whether  to  making  bob 
stays,  topsail  sheets,  crane  chains,  rail  road  chains,  &.c.  &c. 
and  "all  chains  but  cables  pay  twynty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem." 

That  the  anchor  iron  in  the  same  way  was  free.  That  a  manu- 
facture or  iron,  was  an  article  having  that  labor  bestowed  upon 
it  necessary  to  fit  it  for  some  useful  purpose,  for  its  intended 
use.  Thai  a  manufacture  finished  in  part,  was  the  whole  ar- 
ticle, a  part  of  which  was  finished,  as  a  shovel,  pan.  &.c.  That 
a  chain  was  a  series  of  connected  links — a  part  of  a  chain  cable 
was  the  section  between  the  shackles — a  piece  of  a  chain  or  a 
part,  if  synonoinous,  was  a  series  of  links  connected,  equally 
finished,  as  the  whole,  less  only  ihe  extent. 

The  court  charged  the  jury  in  favor  of  the  defendant  except 
as  regarded  the  balls  which  it  saw  could  noi  be  considered  more 
than  castings.  As  to  the  stays  or  studds,  if  the  jury  considered 
that  they  were  exclusively  used  for  making  chain  cables,  then 
they  were  to  consider  them  part  of  a  chain  cable;  relative  to 
Ihem  and  the  links,  the  court  however  think  it  doubtful  as  to 
whether  they  were  liable  to  the  duty  charged. 

The  district  attorney  gave  up  the  case  as  regarded  the  balls 
and  links,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdit  for  the  defendant  on 
the  other  articles. 

SAME  AGAINST  SAME. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  $400,  being  the  amount  of  duty 
charged  on  80  tons  of  coal  dust,  which  the  plaintiff  had  imporid 
from  England,  and  in  which  the  defendant  made  him  pay  a  duty 
of  6  cents  per  bushel  heaped. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  ap- 
peared that  the  article  in  question  is  composed  of  coal  dust  and 
clay,  and  called  coal  screenings  at  .Newcastle,  from  whence 
plaintiff  imported  it;  that  it  costs  notliing  at  the  mines  except 
the  expense  of  removal,  and  that  it  was  invoiced  to  plainliflat 
6  shillings  per  chaldron.  It  also  paid  an  export  duty  in  Eng- 
land, of  2  shillings  per  chaldron. 

Other  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  the  article  is  much 
used  by  blacksmiths  in  the  country,  and  that  it  pays  the  full  coal  ■ 
duty. 

The  court  charged  the  jury  thai  if  the  article  was  coal,  thoush 
of  a  very  inferior  quality,  still  It  came  under  the  denomination 
of  coal  and  was  subject  lo  coal  duty,  but  if  the  article  was 
known  to  the  mercantile  community  only  under  the  name  of 
screenings,  and  not  that  of  coal,  it  did  not  come  under  the  taiifi'. 
If,  however,  dealers  in  the  article  understood  it  to  be  coal  fit  for 
blacksmiths,  though  not  fit  for  burning  in  fire  grates,  it  came 
within  the  provisions  of  the  tariff".     Verdict  for  deteinlant. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff,  Messrs.  Charles  Walker  and  J.  F.  Hail. 
For  defendant,  Mr.  Price. 

LAW  AGAINST  GAMING. 

Commowcealtk  of  Massachusetts. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT    OAMINCJ. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  Ihe  senate  and  hoicse  of  rcpresenfatives  in  ge- 
neral court  asscinhlcd,  and  bij  the  authorili/  of)hc  san^c,  That  up- 
on comi)laint  on  oalli  by  any  person  before  any  justice  of  the 
pC'ace,  or  any  police  court,  that  he  suspects,  or  "hath  cause  to 
suspect,  that  any  house  or  other  building,  is  used  as,  and  fnr  a 
common  gaming  house,  for  the  purpose  of  gaming  for  money, 
or  other  pro|)(>rty,  and  that  the  same  is  unlawfully  used  (or  that 
pnrposf-,  and  that  any  i(l!{>  and  diss(dn!i>  jtrrson  or  persons  re- 
sort to  llie  same,  with  that  design,  whether  the  names  of  such 
person  or  persons  are  known  lo  such  complainant  or  not,  it 
shall  be  tlie  duty  of  such  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court,  to 
issm^  a  warrant  in  due  fmin  of  law,  commanding  the  sheriff,  or 
his  de|)uly,  or  the  constables  of  th(!  city  of  Boston,  or  of  any 
town  vvilhin  this  commonwealth,  to  enter  into  such  bnibiinf;, 
and  there  to  arrest  all  and  every  person  who  shall  be  there 
found  playing  for  money  or  otherwise,  and  the  k<<oper  or  keep- 
ers of  the  same,  and  also  to  take  into  their  custody  all  the  ma- 
terials and  instruments  for  uaming  as  aforesaid;  and  the  person 
or  persons  so  arrested,  or  all  the  materials  or  instruments  afore 
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snid,  to  keep,  so  tliat  the  same  may  be  forthcoining  before  such 
justice  of  tlie  peace  or  police  court,  to  be  dealt  vvilli  and  dis- 
posed of  accord iog  lo  law. 

Approved  by  llie  governor,  March  31,  1831. 
— ->'©©«^"— 
THE  COIN   lilLL. 

HOUSE    Of    KEPRKriENTATlVliS — MaY   97. 

Tbe  following  engrossed  bill  was  tins  day  taken  up  for  coiisi- 
d(;ration,  viz: 

A  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  witiiin 
the  LJniled  Stales. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.  Thai,  hum  and  alter  the  passafre  of  this  act 
ami  for  three  years  therealler,  and  no  longi;r,  the  lollowing  sil 
ver  coins  shall  pass  currciu  as  inoiM.'y  within  the  United  Siates, 
and  be  a  Icyal  tender,  by  vveigiit,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts 
and  demands,  at  the  rales  fo!h)vviiig,  thai  is  lo  say:  the  dollars 
of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili  and  Central  America,  and  those  re- 
slamped  in  Brazil,  of  ihe  v.ilue  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  teas, 
when  ot'not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces,  tiftcen  pennyvveiiihls 
and  twelve  grains  of  [lure  silver  in  the  tnty  pound  of  twelve 
ounces  of  standard  silver,  at  one  hundred  and  sixlei-n  cents 
and  one  tenth  of  a  cent  pet  ounce:  and  the  live  frank  pieces  of 
France,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen 
pennyweights  in  twelve  ounces  troy  of  standard  silver,  at  one 
liundred  and  sixteen  cents  and  four  tenths  of  a  cent  per  ounce: 
Provided,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  such  tender  by  weight 
shall  not  extend  to  the  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  for  a 
less  sum  than  one  liundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  itfurtlier  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  aforesaid 
silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  Slates  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Mr.  Gorham  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following: 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
the  following  silver  coins  shall  be  of  the  legal  value,  and  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Slates,  by  tale,  for  the 
payment  of  all  debts  and  demands  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
cents  the  dollar;  that  is  to  say,  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili 
and  Central  America,  of  not  less  wei'iht  than  as  now  coined,  and 
those  restamped  in  Brazil  of  the  like  weight,  when  of  not  less 
fineness  than  ten  ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights  and  twelve 
grains  of  pure  silver,  in  the  troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of 
standard  silver;  and  the  five  frank  pieces  of  France,  when  of 
•not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen  pennyweights  in 
twelve  ounces  troy  weight  of  standard  silver,  at  the  rate  of 
ninety-three  cents  each. 

After  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  by  86  votes  to  82:  and 
the  amendment  having  been  made  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
the  bill,  thus  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

THE  NOMINATION  OF  WASHINGTON. 
To  the  editors  of  the  Intelli>^enccr . 

Gentlemen — The  honor  of  the  nomination  of  general  Wash- 
ington as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  congress  of  1775,  has  heretofore  been  awarded  to  Mr.  John 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  statement  to  that  effect,  taken 
the  rounds  in  tlie  newspapers,  including  the  Intelligencer,  (no 
doubt  extracted  from  some  other  print),  at  diflferent  periods. 
The  fact  of  the  nomination  having  been  made  by  Thomas  John- 
son, of  Maryland,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  I  long 
since  learned  from  Mr.  Johnson  himself,  and  with  a  view  of 
correcting  the  error,  and  doing  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, you  will  oblige  nie  by  publishing  my  letter  to  judge 
Cranch,and  his  reply,  which  is  a  further  corroboration  of  the 
fact  stated.  Respectfully  yours,  &.c.        GEORGE  JOHNSON. 

Messrs.  Gales  S/-  Seaton. 

Note — General  Washington,  when  elected  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States,  amongst  the  first  appointments  made  by  him, 
was  that  of  Thomas  Johnson  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state, 
(having  seen  the  letter  of  appointment  in  general  Washington's 
hand  writing),  which  proffer  was  declined  by  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
consequence,  at  the  time,  of  the  death  of  his  Wife,  who  left  him 
with  a  family  of  young  children.  G.  J. 

CojpT]  of  a  letter  from  George  Johnson  to  the  hon,  judge  Crunch, 
dated  Uth  March,  1833. 

Dear  sir:  I  have  seen  it  published  in  the  newspapers,  at 
tlitrerent  times,  that,  in  the  year  1775,  Mr.  John  Adams,  of  Mas- 
sachusets,  nominated  to  the  then  congress  gen.  Washington,  of 
Virginia,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  forces. 

The  fact  is,  the  nomination  was  made  by  Thomas  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  carried  as  I 
have  learned  from  Mr.  Johnson  himself. 

With  a  view  of  establisliin'j:  the  fact,  and  correcting  the  error, 
I  referred  to  the  old  journals  of  congress  in  the  state  depart- 
ment, but  they  being  iin perfectly  kept,  not  stating  the  name  or 
mover  of  a  resolution,  &.c.  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained 
therefrom. 

I  since  have  learned  that  you  delivered  an  oration  in  the  ca- 
pitol,  on  the  death  of  ex- president  John  Adams;  and  in  reference 
to  the  events  of  time  past,  you  did  justice,  in  this  particular,  to 
Mr.  Johnson.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  by  informing  me  as  to 
the  source  from  whence  you  derived  your  iuforuiation,  as  to  the 
facl*then  slated  by  yoii. 


Washington,  August  6,  1833. 
To  Mr.  George  Johnson: 

DiiAR  sir:  I  received  your  Jelter  of  March  last  while  the 
court  was  sitting;  and  in  consccintnce  of  my  absence  fioin  hornef 
since  till!  adjournment  of  the  court,  I  have  not  until  now,  had 
lime  to  look  over  my  notes  of  the  memoir  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Adams,  to  (iiid  my  authority  for  the  stateiiieiii  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  general  VVaslungtcm  as  commander-in  eliiel'  of  the  ar- 
mies of  tint  United  Colonies,  in  1775,  was  made;  by  ihelalegov. 
'I'lKMiias  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  I  have  looked  over  my  notes, 
but  find  no  reference  to  any  authority  for  the  fact.  1  beli(;ve, 
however,  that  I  toidc  it  from  some  [lublication  made  by  aulliofity 
of  Mr.  Adams  himself,  in  a  pamphlet  or  newspaper  printed  in 
Boston.  1  was  well  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  when 
I  made  it.  Will)  great  respect,  1  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  WILLIAM  CRANCH. 

— "k*©  ®  ©<«««— 
PRODUCE  OF  ENGLAND. 
The    following  table  is  takun   from   Pebrer's  and   Moreau'3 
Tables,  and  all  compiled  from  parliamentary  documents. 
Annual  produce  of  agriculture  in  all  its  branches    £246,600,000 

of  mines  and  minerals 21,400,000 

of  fisheries 3,400,000 

of  manufactures 148,000,000 

Total  annual  produce  of  producers £419,400,000 

Annual  profits  of  inland  trade 48,425,000 

of  coasting  trade 3,.550,000 

of  shipping  and  foreign  commerce. .  34,398.000 

of  bankers 4,500,000 

of  foreign  income 4,.500,000 

Total  annual  produce  of  consumers £95,373,000 

PRODUCERS. 

Number  of  agricultural  persons,  and  their  families 6..300,000 

Miners '600.000 

Manufacturers, 2,400,000 

Artificers,  builders,  &c '650,000 

9,950,000 

CONSUMERS. 

Shopkeepers 2,100,000 

Tailors,  shoemakers 1,080,000 

Soldiers  and  Sailors 830,000 

Clergy,  doctors,  &c 450.000 

Paupers 1,110,000 

Annuitants 1,116,000 

5,686,000 
—•»►»©  @  ©<♦«♦— 

CANADIAN  STATISTICS. 
Collected  from  the  Montreal    Weekly  Abstract  of  Bee.  11,  1833. 
Comparative  statement  of  arrivals,  tonnage  and  emigrants,  at 
the  port  of  Quebec,  since  1818;  taken   from  the   exchange 

books: 


Years. 

Vessels, 

Tonnage, 

Emigrants. 

1819 

631 

155,518 

12.907 

1820 

576 

148,195 

11,239 

1821 

418 

100,646 

8,050 

1822 

586 

146,188 

10,468 

1823 

542 

131,862 

10,258 

1824 

603 

148,581 

6.515 

1825 

762 

191,614 

9,097 

1628 

694 

178,792 

10,731 

1827 

600 

152,764 

16,862 

1828 

701 

183,255 

11,697 

1829 

861. 

234,301 

13,357 

1830 

855 

225,138 

24  ,.391 

1831 

1,009 

259,878 

49.250 

1832 

961 

248,038 

51 ,422 

1833 

1,007 

271,147 

22,062 

Some  of  the  chief  exports  from  Canada,  by  sea,  to  the  close  of 
the  navigation. 

1832.  1833. 

Staves no 4,393.000  4,585,000 

Wheat hush 479,000  6.59,000 

Flour hbls 44,886  92,393 

Eeef "    5,157  5,227 

Pork "    8,040  12.382 


Montreal  ashes  store  statement,  1st  December. 


Inspected  1831 

1832 
1833 


Pots. 
29,.379 
27,260 
22,594 


Pearls. 
19,924 
14.606 
12,574 


Total. 
49.303 
41.866 
35,168 


Inland  imports  to  Montreal. 

Pork From  Upper  Canada 4,437 

"      Lower  province 2,808 

"      United   States 13,0.59 


Total  barrels 20,304 


1,475 

2,034 

25,609 

29,118 
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Flour From  Upper  Canada 57,260 

"      Lower  province 26 

'•'      United  atates.,... 25,93U 


95,193 

4 

44,701 


Total  barrels 83,216 


Wheat From  Upper  Canada 256,092 

"      Lower  province 800 

"      United   i^tates 2,428 


Total  bushels 259,320 


139,898 

302,918 

38,143 

6,800 

337,861 


Tobacco,  hhds.  Upper  Canada 209 

"       United  Stales 55 

Total 264 

"        kegs  Upper  Canada 240 

"     United  States 1,704 

1,944  1,181 

THE  BONAPARTE  FAMILY  AND  FRANCE. 

Joseph  Napoleon  Bonaparte  has  publislied  tlie  folJovving  let- 
ter to  the  subscribers  of  the  petitions  addressed  to  ilie  chamber 
of  deputies  calling  for  tl>e  repeal  of  the  law  of  banishment  en- 
acted ill  1815  against  the  family  of  Napoluon: 

"Gentlemen — Your  voice  has  been  raised  in  favor  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Napoleon.  We  love  to  believe  that  it  has  expressed 
a  popular  wish.  Still  it  has  not  been  favorably  received  by  the 
majority  of  the  chamber  in  the  sitting  of  the  22d  February. 
Notwithstanding,  we  are  not  less  bound  to  ofler  you  the  tribute 
of  our  hearty  gratitude,  as  well  as  to  the  members  of  the  mi- 
nority, the  real  organs  of  the  national  sympathies. 

"On  that  occasion  the  president  of  the  ministerial  council, 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  marshal  Soult,  major  general  of  the  em- 
peror at  Waterloo,  and  my  old  chief  of  the  staff  in  Andalusia, 
&c.  stood  forth  as  our  accuser,  and,  not  satisfied  with  pro- 
scribing us,  is  daring  enough  to  assert  that  the  brothers  of  Na- 
poleon ''had  not  refrained  in  foreign  counlties  from  the  in- 
trigues of  factions."  I  alone,  of  all  the  brothers  of  Napoleon, 
resided  in  a  free  country  at  the  period  of  the  revolution  of  1830. 
I  was  alone  in  a  condition  to  recall  to  France  the  son  of  Napo- 
leon, with  whose  sentiments,  altogether  French,  I  was  ac- 
quainted. I  wrote  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1830,  from  'New  York. 

"The  new  king  was  proclaimed  when  my  letter  reached 
Paris:  it  was  now  read  in  the  chamber.  I  arrived  in  England  after 
the  reform  bill,  and  on  the  same  day  saw  in  the  public  journals 
the  announcement  of  the  premature  death  of  my  brother's  or- 
phan. At  the  same  lime  I  learned  that  France  was  still  cloied  to 
us.  I  remained  therein  under  the  social  securities,  (which  in 
this  place  are  not  deceitful  allusion),  in  expectation  of  the  mo- 
ment when  the  voice  of  the  French  people,  restored  to  itself, 
would  destroy  that  monument  of  national  bondage  demanded 
by  strangers,  through  a  hatred  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of 
that  which  had  been  the  most  representative  of  that  revolution. 

"The  France  of  July  has  erected  his  statue;  his  family  are 
still  proscribed,  their  only  ciime  being  the  name  which  Napo- 
leon has  bequeathed  to  them.  I  cannot  help  indulging  a  hope 
that  this  unjust  law  will  be  repealed.  With  my  best  wishes 
have  I  pressed  it,  not  so  much  on  account  of  my  oAvn  private 
interests,  but  rather  in  behalf  of  fifty  members  of  our  family, 
and  still  more  than  all,  for  the  sacred  interest  of  the  outraged 
national  dignity. 

"Such  are  the  intrigues  of  which  I  take  a  pleasure  in  ren- 
dering a  full  account  to  my  fellow  citizens.  I  appeal  to  the  im- 
partiality of  their  judgment,  and  they  will  persevere  in  mani- 
festing it  in  a  legal  manner,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  sa- 
cred and  inalienable  right  of  petition.  If  the  Paris  police  can 
discover  any  other  intrigues,  I  urge  them  to  disclose  them  to 
tiic  president  of  the  council— I  defy  him  to  produce  a  single 
proof  in  support  of  the  calumnious  assertions.  I  do  not  wish 
to  discriminate  further. 

"With  respect  to  the  proposition  forgiving  us  permission  to 
reside  in  France,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  the  minis- 
ters, we  trust  that  no  one  will  believe  that  a  single  member  of 
our  family  would  ever  wish  to  return  to  it  stripped  of  the  uni- 
versal law.  It  would  be  a  strange  spectacle,  truly,  were  the 
family  of  Napoleon  to  constitute  amongst  the  great  people,  a 
class  of  ministerial  hostages.  It  could  not  have  been  certainly, 
to  degrade  us,  that  you  demanded  our  return;  and  the  member 
of  the  chamber  of  deputies  who  repudiates  the  law  that  deprives 
us  of  our  right  as  citizens  have  been  the  interpreters  of  our 
sentiments  and  of  yours.  It  is  the  country  with  all  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  a  citizen  that  we  seek  for,  which  you 
seek  for  us,  and  we  hope  to  obtain  from  the  nation's  will. 

"In  order  to  decry  us  before  the  eyes  of  the  new  generation, 
and  to  justify  both  the  banishment  and  confiscations  with  which 
we  have  been  visited,  they  have  made  us  pretenders.  We  be- 
long to  the  age  in  which  we  live — we  are  the  creatures  of 
France,  in  1804— Frenchmen,  subordinate  to  the  will  of  France, 
in  1834 — we  are  aware  that  the  generation  of  to-day  is  not  bound 
by  the  will  of  its  ancestors,  that  nations  may  perpetuate,  alter, 
modify,  restore,  and  destroy  whatever  has  been  established  in 
former  times,  and  under  different  stale  of  circumstances — we 
have  ever  known  that  families,  as  well  as  individuals,  were 
bound  to  free  nations  by  obligations  and  not  by  rights.     Had  1 


Napoleon  been  alive  at  this  day,  he  would  have  concurred  with 
lis— he  would  have  recognised  the  sovereignty  of  the  French 
people,  wIhj  alone  have  lli(>  right  to  give  that  government  which 
seems  most  to  their  interest,  or  according  to  their  pleasure, 
nay,  even  according  to  its  caprice.  The  dictalor.«hi(»,  too  long 
maintained  by  Na|)oleon,  has  made  him  an  object  of  conteiiii)t 
with  some  persons.  This  dictatorslii[»  was  prolonged  by  the 
perverseness  of  the  foes  of  the  revolution,  who  affected  to  ob- 
literate in  his  person  the  principle  of  national  sovereignty,  of 
which  lie  was  but  the  emanation. 

But  at  the  general  peace,  universal  suffrage,  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  all  guarantees  of  enduring  prosperity  of  a  great  nation, 
which  he  contemplated,  must  have  wholly  unveiled  him  to 
France,  and  must  have  enabled  all  his  cotemporaries  to  form 
the  same  judgment  of  him  as  posterity  will  entertain.  His 
whole  thoughts  were  known  to  me.  and  my  duty  is  to  proclaim 
them  loudly.  He  sacrificed  himself  on  two  occasions  to  avoid 
a  civil  war  in  France.  Those  who  inherit  his  name  would  re- 
nounce foiever  the  felicity  of  breathing  the  air  of  that  country, 
could  they  believe  that  their  presence  would  be  a  source  of  the 
slightest  disturbance  to  her  peace.  Never  will  they  relinquish 
their  appeal  to  tiie  nation. 

"Such  are  the  principles,  the  opinions,  and  feelings  of  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  family  of  Napoleon,  of  whom  I 
am  the  organ — all  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people. 

"With  such  sentiments,  gentlemen  and  fellow  citizens  shall 
we  vindicate,  I  trust,  the  patriotic  anxiety  which  you  have 
testified  towards  us. 

"JOSEPH  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE." 

BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

Jiddressed  to  the  creditors. 

In  making  this  report  to  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, the  undersigned  trustees  beg  leave  to  state,  that  although 
the  bank  failed  upon  the  24th  March,  tliey  did  not  enter  upon 
their  duties  until  the  5th  April.  In  this  interval  there  were 
very  large  payments  to  the  bank. 

The  trustees  found  in  the  outset  many  questions  requiring  ex- 
tensive investigation,  and  immediate  decision;  many  of  these 
could  only  be  adjusted  by  correspondence  with  persons  at  a 
distance.  The  daily,  pressing  demands  upon  the  time  and  at- 
tention of  the  trustees  from  debtors  and  creditors,  postponed 
any  immediate  general  investigation  of  the  trust  affairs. 

The  arrangement  of  the  proper  accounts  of  the  trust,  was  a 
matter  the  trustees  could  not  postpone;  to  delay  that,  was  cer- 
tain to  create  confusion.  Their  liabilities  to  creditors,  and  the 
possibility  of  being  called  into  the  courts,  made  their  own  ac- 
counts a  matter  of  the  first  interest  to  them.  Before  time  indis- 
pensable for  these  various  arrangements  had  elajised,  Mr.  Evan 
Poultney's  health  prevented  any  communication  with  him; 
since  his  recovery  we  have  as  before  been  constantly  employ- 
ed, and  we  are  now  enabled  to  exhibit  only  a  partial  view  of 
the  matters  under  our  care. 

The  various  amounts  reported  in  the  statement  as  due  to,  and 
from  the  bank,  are  ascertained  by  the  cashier  and  clerks,  in 
whom  we  have  entire  confidence;  we  feel  quite  sure  from  all 
we  have  seen,  that  their  accuracy  may  be  relied  on,  and  believe 
that  the  extent  of  the  bank's  debt  is  fully  stated. 

The  opinions  formed  by  the  trustees  of  the  goodness  of  the 
debts  due  the  hank,  must  be  understood  as  having  reference  to 
the  original  resolutions  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank,  and  the  legal  opinion  of  the  advisers  of  the  trust: — that 
the  trustees  are  hound  to  reccioe  notes  oj  and  deposites  in  the  bank 
in.  payment  of  debts  due.  Without  this  right  many  debts  must 
have  been  lost;  with  this  right,  which  is  important  in  keeping 
up  the  value  of  the  hank  notes  and  certificates,  many  debts 
will,  we  think,  still  be  paid. 

We  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Poiilfney,  any  statement 
of  his  own  affairs,  in  answer  to  our  application  for  information 
from  him. 

JOHN  B.  MORRIS, 
R.   W.  GILL, 

28<A  May,  18.34. 

Thomas  Ellicott,  esq.  for  reasons  assigned  on  his  part,  declin- 
ed uniting  in  this  report. 

Liabilities  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  ascertained  to  the  lOth  Mayi 
18.34. 

Bank  and  post  notes  in  circulation  upon  • 
the  24tli  March,  after  the  exchanges  of 
that  day  ^574,780  75 

Received  in  payment  and  upon  dcposite 
since  24th  March,  259,460  00 


1" 


iistees. 


-$315,320 


Certificates  of  special  depoyiles  out,  upon 

the  24th  March  851,760  73 

Certificates  of  deposite  received  upon 
deposite  and  in  payment  by  the  trus- 
tees 344,927  47 

506,8.33  26 

Balances  due  individuals  on  open  account 270,506  72 

Balances  due  banks  in  the  city 181,751   1 1 

Balances  due  banks  out  of  Baltimore 331,202  37 

Due  for  dividends 2,604  00 

Due  Union  bank,  Tennessee,  for  balance  of  bonds  not 
credited  their  current  account 75,000  00 


$1,683,218  21 
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Estimate  of  the  resources  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  to  jiay  debts, 
made  to  the  I9th  May  1834,  ivclnsive. 

JBalaneea  due  upon  open  .iccounts  as  reported  by  the 

book  keeper:* .$130,949  91 

Esri mated  good $r)4,4:U  33 

Disputed .%,750  88 

Doubtful 29,767  70 


$130,949  91 

Balances  reported  due  from  distant  banks 

Good 849  67 

Doubtful 1,447  24 

Attached .^ 1,982  93 

Partially  involved  in  unsettled  coun- 
ter claims 2,282  66 


6,562  50 


$6,562  50 
Balance  from  Mechanics'  bank  of  Alexandria,  (in- 
solvent) H,787  95 
Balances  due  from  agents  whose  accounts  have  not 

been  assigned,  (good)  106,518  45 

Promissory  notes  due  and  unpaid 156,581  74 

Good $64,576  62 

Disputed 4,000  00  ^ 

Doubtful 88,005  12 


$156,581  74 

Promissory  notes  not  yet  due 412,563  46 

Good...-, 340,300  06 

Doubtful 72,263  40 


$412,.563  46 

Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  deposited  under 

the  resolution  of  the  creditors  at  5  per  cent.  $46,089  97 

Deposited  in  Commercial  and  Farmers'  bank,  Farmers  and 

Merchants'  bank,  Franklin  bank,  Union  bank  of  Maryland  and 

Marine  bank. 

Bills  drawn  for  other  balances  believed  to  be  due, 
and  transmitted  by  us  for  collection,  (good) 

Bills  discounted  by  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  bank  for  collection,  (good) 

Property  represented  as  pledged. 

Bank  stocks  of  various  kinds 118,997  50 

Promissory  notes,  &c 142,901  1 1 


6,319  80 
7,705  83 


261,898  61 
This  property  is  claimed  as  collateral  security  for  discounts 

upon   bills   and   notes,  &c.  and   balance  upon   open   account 

$250,000  00. 

These  items  are  considered  available  so  far  as  to  reduce  the 

liability  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 

Unpledged  stocks. 
1,061  shares  general  insurance  stock,  va- 
lue unknown,  estimatr-d  at  par  50,050  00 
993  shares  Cumberland  road  stock  4,000  00 
185    do.     Boonsboro'  road      do.                 1,100  00 
4    do.     Baltimore  and  Frederick  turn- 
pike stock  20  00 
do.  Phoenix  ShotTower  comp'y  do.      800  00 
do.  Steam  Towing                         do.         0  00 
do.  Maryland  Savings  Institution  do.         0  00 


11 

5 

15 

36 


do.  Farmers  &  Merchants  bank  do.  1,800  00 


57,770  00 


6,313  00 


Reversionary  interest  depending  upon  the  life  of  a 
Mr.  Yates  in  France,  assigned  to  the  bank  many 
years  since. 

Time  of  payment  uncertain,  (well  secured,  and  now  worth 
$8,333A). 
Banking  house  and  lot  upon  South  street,  (good)      $10,000  00 

Evan  Poultney's  notes 400,000  00 

Suspended   items,  consisting  of  checks  and   bank 

notes 18,528  36 

Good $11,112  53 

Doubtful 7,415  83 


$18,528  36 
Land  in  Washington  county,  300  acres,  (good)  2,700  00 

Bank  notes  on  hand  '  4,941  00 

.-Good $    810  00 

Insolvent 4,131  00 


$4,941  00 

A  disputed  claim 25,000  00 

A  claim  for  interest  on  money  loaned,  (good) 10,000  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Good $689,407  29 

Cash  deposited 46,089  97 

Attached 4,265  59 

Contingent 261,898  61 


1,685,230  58 


Doubtful 617,818  24 

Disputed 65,750  88 

$1,685,230  58 


$1,001,661 46  ]  ^^"*if '"  '"/"^,^^^;;?«  "f 

^  '      '  S     debts  due  by  the  bank. 


The  bank  of  Maryland  is  also  the  owner  of  4,000  shares 
Union  bank  of  Maryland  stock,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
Union  bank  in  trust,  to  secure  the  payment  of  $300,000  dis- 
counted in  October  last,  and  pnid  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  in 
the  course  of  dealings  between  those  instilnlions. 

The  bank  of  Maryland  is  also  holder  of  800  shares  of  her  own 
stock,  as  collateral  for  Mr.  Poultney's  debt,  the  value  of  this 
stock  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  her  ulliinate  liabilities  to 
creditors, — the  purchasers  of  it  will  of  course  have  the  control 
of  the  charter  of  the  hank. 

Mr.  Poultney's  private  estate  is  first  pledgrd  for  the  payment 
of  $80,000,  due  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  which  will  so 
far  reduce  the  aggregate  debt  of  liie  bank  of  Maryland,  that  sum 
being  included  in  tiie  amount  of  certificates  and  balances  due 
from  this  bank.  It  is  next  pledged,  to  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween his  creditors  amoim  whom  this  bank  is  represented  to  be 
much  the  largest,  and  lastly  to  secure  any  debt  of  the  bank  ol 
Maryland,  originating  prior  to  the  23d  March,  1834. 

There  are  other  claims  which  the  trustees  suppose  to  exist — 
these  are  in  a  course  of  investigation,  but  the  trustees  cannot 
now  fortn  any  ojiinion  of  their  extent  and  value. 

Tlie  amount  of  bills  and  notes  beloniiing  to  Ib^.  bank  collect- 
«d  by  the  trustees  in  bank  of  Maryland  fun^is,  to  the  19th  May 
inclusive  is  $669,300  43,  and  the  amount  since  ,$72,780  92. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 
A  plan  is  projecting  at  New  York  to  make  the  country  notes 
of  the  banks  of  the  state,  at  par  in  that  city.  It  cannot  be  ef- 
fected, we  think,  without  much  reducing  the  circulation  of  the 
banks  in  the  interior,  but  a  great  public  benefit  would  be  derived 
from  its  accomplishment,  unless  the  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  the  currency,  that  must  follow  it,  should  over-balance  the 
good  that  is  promised. 

Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York,  has  succeeded  in  extracting  a  stone 
that  weighed  17  oz.  3  dvvts.  avoirdupois,  from  the  bladder  of  a 
man  aged  26.  It  was  taken  out  entire,  all  attempts  to  break  it 
or  drill  it  into  pieces  having  failed.  Tliis  is  called  a  "wonder- 
ful operation,"  sir  Ashley  Cooper  having  given  an  opinion  that 
a  stone  of  8  or  9  ounces  is  the  largest  that  could  pass  through 
the  bony  stricture  in  the  gripe  of  the  forceps.  The  patient  was 
doing  well. 

It  is  said  that  these  poor  fanatics,  the  Mormonites,  have  arm- 
ed themselv(.'s  to  reconquer  their  "Holy  liand,"  in  Missouri. 
They  count  500  men,  and  seem  mad  enough  for  the  "trial  of 
battle." 

A  beautiful  ship  for  the  India  trade,  has  recently  been  launch- 
ed in  London.  She  belongs  to  Baring  &  Brothers,  and  is  to  go 
to  sea  with  no  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  on  board.  The 
London  papers  call  that  "the  American  System." 

As  the  mail  stage  was  proceeding  south,  it  was  robbed  near 
Norwalk,  Con.  of  the  bag  from  Boston  for  New  York.  It  con- 
tained large  remittances,  but  as  they  are  almost  exclusively  in 
checks  and  bills  of  exchange,  it  is  thought  that  the  robbers  hard- 
ly olitained  100  dollars  in  passable  money.  They  left  the  checks 
and  bills  on  the  spot  where  they  had  opened  the  portmanteau. 

There  are  nine  steamboats  now  plying  on  the  Red  River,  Ar- 
kansas. One  of  them  lately  passed  up  laden  with  Cherokee 
emigrants,  many  of  whom  were  sick  with  the  measles,  and 
about  30  had  died  of  the  cAoZera.  Some  cases  of  this  fearful 
disease  had  happened  at  Little  Rock. 

Several  of  the  lines  of  the  canals  in  Pennsylvania  being  com- 
pleted, are  in  very  active  employment.  The  intercourse  be- 
tween the  east  and  the  west,  great  as  it  is,  must  everj'  year  be 
increased,  and  especially  as  facilitiijs  to  carry  it  on  are  multi- 
plied. The  "hard  times"  will  rather  add  to,  than  diminish, 
searches  for  markets. 

At  the  late  term  of  Macon  superior  court  (N.  C),  an  Indian 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  living  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
state,  was  brought  before  judge  Strange  for  trial,  on  the  charge 
of  horse  stealing,  under  the  snp[)osition  that  the  act  of  the  last 
general  assembly  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  over  the 
Indian  territory;  but  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  the  intention 
of  that  act  was  only  to  authorise  process  to  be  served  \n  that 
country  on  such  as  were,  before  its  passage,  amenable  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  our  courts,  and  who  might  be  within  these  limits. 
The  prisoner  was  discharged. 

The  Connpcticut  school  fund  amounts  to  $1,929,738  60 — 
chiefly  in  bonds,  mortgages,  bank  stocks  and  lands. 

The  Alabama  river  lately  rose  the  unprecedented  height  of 
25  feet  at  Lempolis,  and  had  caused  great  damage  to  the  crops, 
&c. 

The  late  severe  frosts  have  done  much  injury  to  the  farmers 
and  planters  of  the  west  and  north  west.  In  some  parts,  even 
forest  trees  have  been  killed.  "Winter  lingered  in  the  lap  of 
May." 

The  locust  is  just  now  very  plentiful.    They  are  harmless. 

A  person  at  Albany,  on  his  way  from  Buffalo  to  New  York, 
was  lately  robbed  of  a  trunk  containing  100,000  dollars  in  bank 
notes—but  the  whole  was  recovered  and  the  supposed  culprit 
committed. 
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The  Charleston  rail  road  is  doing  a  large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. 

The  village  of  Millersbiirg,  O.  containing  about  30  houses, 
has  sufft^red  the  loss  of  18  dwellingSj  with  the  jail  and  other 
public  edifices,  by  fire. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  construct  an  iron  rail  road  from 
Rome  to  Naples. 

On  the  27ih  March,  Rome  was  so  full  of  foreigners,  that  not  a 
lodging  could  be  procured. 

According  to  a  document  drawn  up  with  immense  labor,  by 
the  French  government,  it  appears,  that  in  Russia,  one  child  is 
educated  out  of  every  367  inhabitants — in  Portugal.  1  in  88 — in 
Poland  1  in  78— in  France,  1  in  20 — in  Austria,  1  in  13 — in  Eng 
land,  1  in  11 — in  Bavaria,  1  in  10 — in  Prussia.  1  in  6 — and  in  the 
United  Slates,  1  in  4. 

There  is  at  present  in  Mexico,  an  Indian  represented  to  be 
eight  feet  three  inches  in  height,  but  only  18  years  of  age,  and 
of  most  hideous  appearance. 

The  following  is  said  to  be  the  force  of  the  French  navy. 
Ships  of  ihe  line,  33;  (Vitiates  37;  sloops  17;  ditto  for  carrying  des- 
patches; 8;  brigs  for  despatches,  &c.  18;  bomb  vessels  8;  brigs 
fitted  as  gun  boats  6;  galleons,  cutters  and  lut'uers,  17;  baiimens 
de  flotilla,  36—214.     Store  ships  20;  garbaros  26. — total  260. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  John  Q,uincy  Adams  is  engaged  in  writing 
"Memoirs  of  his  own  times,"  and  the  "Life  of  John  Adams," 
his  father.     They  cannot  fail  to  be  works  of  high  interest. 

The  eccentric  lady  Hester  Stanhope,  so  long  a  resident  in  the 
east,  on  being  visited  by  a  recent  traveller,  and  advised  to  re- 
turn to  her  native  couiury,  having  lost  much  of  her  influence 
over  the  Turkish  pachas  of  Syiia,  from  the  diminution  of  her 
means  to  bribe  them,  thus  expressed  her  determination,  and 
described  her  dangers:  "As  to  leaving  this  country  your  advice 
is  in  vain:  I  never  will  return  to  England.  I  am  encompassed 
by  perils;  I  am  no  stranger  to  them;  [  have  suffered  shipwreck 
off  the  coast  of  Cyprus;  have  had  the  plague  here;  I  have  fallen 
from  my  horse,  near  Acre,  atid  been  trampled  on  by  him;  I  have 
encountered  the  robbers  of  the  desert,  and,  when  my  servants 
quaked,  I  have  galloped  in  amongst  them,  and  forced  them  to 
be  courteous;  and  when  a  horde  of  plunderers  were  breaking  in 
at  my  gale,  1  sallied  out  amongst  them,  sword  in  hand,  and 
after  convincing  them  that,  had  they  been  inclined,  they  could 
not  hurt  me,  I  fed  them  at  my  gale,  and  they  behaved  like 
thankful  beggars.  Here  am  I  destined  to  remain;  that  which 
is  written  in  the  great  book  of  life  who  may  alter?  It  is  true,  I 
am  surrounded  by  perils;  it  is  true,  I  am  at  war  with  the  prince 
of  the  mountains  and  the  pacha  of  Acre;  it  is  very  true  my  etiR- 
niies  are  capable  of  assassination;  but  if  I  do  perish,  my  fall 
FJiall  be  a  bloody  one.  I  have  plenty  of  arms — good  Damascus 
blades,  I  use  no  guns;  and  while  I  have  an  arm  to  wield  a  han- 
jar,  these  barren  rocks  shall  have  a  banquet  of  slaughter,  before 
my  face  looks  black  in  the  presence  of  my  enemies." 

There  are  now  living  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  (Me.)  nine  wi- 
dows named  Patterson.  The  united  ages  of  the  five  oldest, 
amount  to  417  years — the  oldest  of  these  nine  is  85,  and  the 
youngest  46. 

A  copper  mine,  the  ore  of  which  yields  from  60  to  70  per  ct. 
has  been  opened  near  Flemington,N.  J.  In  addition  to  the  mine, 
which  is  said  to  be  inexhaustible,  a  vein  of  four  or  five  feet  in 
thickness,  and  as  many  in  breadth,  has  been  discovered  in  its 
immediate  vicinity. 

Certain  rail  roads  are  projected  by  which  the  journey  from 
New  York  to  New  Orleans  may  be  made  in  less  time  than  the 
\)Grict(\  of  six  days!  What  a  "world"  shall  we  have  in  these 
United  States,  if  they  remain  united  and  prosperous — as  they 
were  some  months  ago! 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says — The  man  is  still  alive  and  in 
vigorous  heallh,  who  conmianded  a  schooner  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  in  the  trade  b(!tween  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool, when  that  schooner  was  the  only  American  vessel  in  that 
trade.  In  the  year  1819,  the  ship  Stcphania  was  built  for  the 
trade  to  Havre,  measuring  three  hundred  and  fifteen  tons.  This 
was  thought  to  he  an  extraordinary  size,  but  now  we  see  the 
ships  launched  for  the  Havre  trade  are  seven  hundred  tons. 

'  It  is  stated  in  the  Lynchburg  Virginian,  that  one  of  the  Che- 
rokee delegation  of  Indians,  on  his  way  to  Washington  on  a 
mission  from  the  tribe,  was  arrested  in  Crawford  county,  Ar- 
kansas territory,  for  debt,  and  required  to  give  bail.  He  was 
discharged  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  upon  the  ground,  that 
as  the  aniltassador  of  a  foreign  power,  he  could  not  be  held  to 
bail.  This  is  a  new  variety  of  the  Indian  question,  and  a  curi- 
ous one. 

Tobacco  holds  a  good  price — for  the  last  crop,  especially  of 
Marvl.uul,  was  short,  and  Ihe  stock  on  hand,  in  Europe,  small: 
25,000  lilids.  of  this  tobacco  are  generally  worth  more  money 
than  .30,000. 

The  Brilish  are  about  to  make  a  regular  estnhlishment  on  the 
Falkland  Islands,  and  lieut.  Smith,  of  the  navy,  is  appointed 
governor. 

The  following  extract  from  a  table  in  Brown's  Sylva  Ameri- 
cana, (sayd  a  New  England  paper),  will  be  found  valuable  to 


a  cord. 

Com  p. 

Value. 

4,469 

100 

§7  40 

4.241 

95 

7  63 

3.821 

81 

6  00 

3,450 

77 

5  70 

3,361 

73 

5  40 

3,339 

73 

5  40 

3,115 

70 

5  18 

3,2.54 

69 

5  11 

3,236 

66 

4  89 

3,102 

65 

4  81 

3,.!  15 

63 

4  67 

2.919 

60 

4  44 

2.592 

58 

4  29 

2,668 

54 

4  00 

2,391 

52 

3  85 

2,449 

52 

3  85 

2.369 

48 

3  56 

1,994 

43 

3  18 

1,868 

42 

3  11 

1,774 

40 

2  96 

housekeepers,  in  aiding  them  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  com- 
parative value  of  the  diff'erent  kinds  of  fire  wood. 

The  table  at  large  shows  the  weight  of  a  cord  of  difTerent 
woods,  seasoned;  the  quantity  of  charcoal  eacii  will  make,  and 
other  valuable  information,  founded  on  experiments.  It  as- 
sumes as  a  standard  the  shellhark  hickorv,  of  which  none  is 
ofTered  in  our  market.  The  most  valnalih/wiiich  is  common  in 
lliis  region  is  the  white  oak,  and  a-suninig  this  to  he  woiih  six 
dollars  per  cord,  we  find  the  price  affixed  to  the  table  to  be  the 
value  of  each. 

LI 

1  Shellhark  hickory, 

2  Pignut  hickory,  or  common  walnut,  4.241 

3  White  oak, 

4  White  ash, 

5  Swamp  whortleberry, 

6  Scrub  oak, 

7  Appletree, 

8  Red  oak, 

9  Black  oak, 

10  White  beech, 

11  Black  birch, 

12  Yellow  oak, 

13  White  elm, 

14  Maple, 

15  Bultonwood, 

16  Spanish  oak, 

17  White  birch, 

18  Pitch  pine, 

19  White  pine, 

20  Lombardy  poplar. 
So  much  for  the  purchaser — and  now  a  Word  to  the  sreller. 
It  is  estimated  that  a  cord  of  wood  contains  wh^n  green  1,542 

lbs.  of  water;  so  that  a  farmer  who  brings  into  market  a  cord  of 
green  wood,  has  no  less  load  for  his  team,  than  another  who 
should  put  on  the  top  of  his  cord  of  dry  white  oak,  three  quar- 
ters of  a  cord  of  seasoned  pine,  or  one  hogshead  and  two  barrels 
of  water;  either  of  which  would  seem  like  overburdening  his 
poor  beasts. 

A  strong  disposition  is  manifested  by  the  English  people,  and 
we  hope  that  they  will  carry  it  out,  to  drive  the  bishops  from 
the  house  of  lords,  and  divest  then)  of  all  secular  power.  It  is 
high  time  that  such  a  correction  between  the  state  and  "the 
church"  was  rent  in  twain. 

A  New  York  paper  says — Bishop  Dubois  yesterday  paid  over 
to  the  Polish  committee  nine  hundred  dollars  raised  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Polish  exiles  in  the  different  Catholic  churches  in 
this  city — a  praiseworthy  example  of  liberality.  Three  hnn- 
dred  dollars  have  been  collected  and  paid  over  for  the  same 
purpose  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  where  a  plan  has  been  set  on 
foot  of  soliciting  contributions  in  the  several  wards. 

There  are,  according  to  the  ITarrisburgh  papers,  more  than 
five  hundred  canal  boats  registered  and  in  constant  use  upon 
tiie  Pennsylvania  canals.  Fifteen  locomotive  engines  have  been 
engaged  for  the  Peimsylvania  rail  road,  and  five  for  the  Portage 
rail  road,  the  [greater  portion  of  which  will  be  in  operation  in 
the  course  of  the  season.  These  are  encouraging  tokens  of  the 
increasing  value  of  these  improvements. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Centinel  states  that  the  su- 
preme court,  at  its  last  session  in  that  city,  decided  that  a  grand- 
child born  eight  months  and  a  half  after  his  grandfather's  death, 
is  included  in  a  bequest  to  grand-childern  '■Hiving  at  his  de- 
cease." 

It  is  said  that  the  elder  Baring  has  retired  from  business  with 
savings  to  the  amount  of  {(^40,000,000.     A  snug  sum! 

Prom  the  1st  of  September  to  the  8ih  November,  1833,  there 
died  in  the  city  of  Seville,  Spain,  6,615,  or  for  the  69  days,  an 
average  of  about  93!  viz:  67  ecclesiastics,  24  nuns,  157  miiitary, 
2,612  males  and  3,755  females.  Of  these,  compared  with  the 
average,  by  other  diseases,  in  the  three  preceding  years — 6,262 
(lied  of  the  cholera.  The  population  of  this  city  was  about 
90,000. 

There  were  heavy  falls  of  snow  on  the  15th  and  16th  May, 
at  many  places  in  New  York.  It  was  from  6  to  10  inches  deep, 
and  sleighs  were  in  requisition. 

Com.  Downes  and  lady  lately  gave  a  ball  to  a  large  and  sple; - 
did  party,  on  board  of  the  frigate  Potomac,  at  Boston.  Every 
thing  was  gotten-up,  and  passed  off,  iu  the  happiest  manner. 

At  the  Tremont  theatre  in  Boston' on  the  evening  of  the  26lh 
ult.  a  parly  of  sailors  from  the  frigate  Potomac  amused  them- 
selves by  drawing  into  the  second  tier  of  boxes  a  part  of  their 
companions  who  had  taken  their  seats  in  the  pit.  This  was 
done  by  means  of  handkerchiefs  tied  together.  One  of  the  tars 
thus  promoted,  weighed  near  200  pounds. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Paris  Journal  des  Debats,  of  the  22d 
March,  that  a  Frenchman  named  Frnnoois  Claude  Bonnet,  a 
native  of  the  Doidogne,  became  king  of  Madagascar,  and  died  a 
few  years  ago,  in  that  island,  worth  seventy  five  miUiojis  of 
francs.  His  heirs  at  law  have  preferred  their  claims,  and  are 
likely  to  obtain  this  immense  forttme.  They  are  in  decent 
circumstances,  in  Perigueux.  The  Journal  de  Perigueux  claims 
Stephen  Girard  as  of  that  city,  and  considers  as  extraordinary 
the  coincidence  of  the  cases  of  opulence  acquired  abroad. 

INat.  Gaz. 
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•3t5-The  mish  of  matter,  which  vnist  he  puhlishcd  and 
registered,  nnt  only  continues,  hut  daily  acquires  fresh 
strengtli,  and  will  gather  yet  more,  until  after  the  rising- 
of  congress — when  we  shall  woi'k  hard  to  hring  up  the 
lee-way  that  we  have  made,  and  so  relieve  the  constant 
emharrassment  in  which  we  are  placed  in  the  pre])ara- 
tion  or  selection  of  articles.  The  post  oflke  reports  are 
as  formidable  tf)  us,  on  acconntof  their  length,  as  they 
will  he  appalling  to  the  public  because  of  the  facts  dis- 
closed or  admitted  in  them. 

The  senate  having  acceded-  to  the  proposition  of  the 
house,  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  congress  will 
adjourn  on  the  30th  inst.  but  if  even  so,  many  important 
bills  yet  pending  must  be  disposed  of,  and  an  exceedingly 
large  amount  of  business  laid  over — or  evaded,  as  it  is 
possible  that  certain  exciting  things  will  be.  A  direct 
vote  might  be  unpleasant  to  some — in  the  present  state  of 
public  feeling,  and  excuses,  for  want  of  time,  are  parti- 
cularly "conveuient. " 

After  a  most  tedious,  harrassing  and  expensive  inves- 
tigation, the  house  of  representatives  has  shewed  itself 
unable,  or  icn-willing,  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Letcher  or 
Mr.  JVIoore  was  entitled  to  the  vacant  scat  in  the  delega- 
tion from  Kentucky !  On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Letcher 
came  within  three  votes  of  obtaining  the  seat,  and  would 
have  obtained  it,  but  that  the  illt^ess  of  several  gentlemen 
forbade  their  attendance;  for  the  house  had,  by  the  vari- 
ous votes  taken,  really  admitted  that  Mr.  L.  had  a  ma- 
jority of.th'e  legal  voters  of  the  district.  The  election  is 
thrown  back  to  the  people.  The_Iabored  report  of  the 
committee  is  thus  discreditej!^  as  to  its  facts  and  opinions. 

Laws  must  be  pro^ded^punish  such  offences  as  have 
caused  Kentucky,  at  this  session  of  congress,  to  be  de- 
prived of  her  rightful  power  over  the  legislation  of  the 
country.  We  allude  to  the  act  of  the  sheriff  who  felo- 
niously withheld  the  returns  of  his  county,  and  those  who 
aided  and  abetted  hira  in  so  doing. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  has  issued  his  writ  for  an 
election  to  supply  the  place  of  jNIr.  Stevenson  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States — to  be  held 
next  month. 

The  result  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  S.  as  minister  to 
England,  in  the  senate — is  very  doubtful.  This  we  re- 
gard as  certain— -that  the  senate  will  nnt,  because  they 
ought  not,  act  upon  his  nomination  until  the  president 
also  places  before  that  body  the  names  of  persons  to  fill 
the  offices  of  secretary  of  state,  secretary  of  the  treasury 
and  attorney  general — neither  of  the  incumbents  of 
•which,  as  the  majority  believes,  is  rigJitfully  holding 
office.  And  some  think  it  also  necessary  to  ascertain 
how  many  more  members  of  congress  are  to  be  nominat- 
ed at  the  present  session,  before  they  take  up  the  case  of 
Mr.  Stevenson— two  or  three  being  generally  expected, 
and  as  many  more  talked  of. 

We  are  sorry  to  add,  that  Mr.  Stevenson  is  sick — in- 
deed, some  fear  is  ascertained  that  he  will  never  proceed 
on  his  mission  if  even  sanctioned  by  the  senate. 

We  present  Mr.  Clay^s  report  on  the  land  bill,  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session,  and  retained  by  the  president. 

The  reports  made  to  the  senate  on  Monday  last,  shew 
that  the  affairs  of  the  general  post  office  are  in  an  "a-ry- 
JhW^  state.  The  department  is  com|)letely  bankrupt,  and 
if  "those  who  deal  on  borrowed  capital  ovght  to  break," 
this  great  establishment  imist  cease  its  operations! 

We  have  given  some  of  the  leading  points  in  the  re- 
port and  counter  report,  from  the  "National  Intelligen- 
cer" and  the  "Globe,"  but  have  not  time   nor  room,  if 
we  would  do  more  at  present.     Nor  is  it  necessary — for 
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in  the  next  Register,  an  effort  will  he  made  to  present 
both  rei)orts,  in  full — that  all  the  facts  elicited  may  be 
fairly  before  oiu'  readers. 

One  simple  remark,  however,  ought  to  be  made.  The 
embarrassment  of  this  department  was  known  long  be- 
fore the  rising  of  the  last  congress — and  yet  the  fact  mus 
not  communicated;  indeed,  its  affairs  were  rather  rcpre« 
senled  as  being  in  a  wholesome  state!  Now  a  lai-ge  sum 
of  money  is  asked  for,  that  the  mails  may  not  be  stopped? 
And  this  great  difficulty  presents  itself — if  the  money  is 
voted,  the  principle  is  admitted  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, and  all  other  heads  of  departments,  may  borvo-iv  mo- 
ney at  their  oiim  discretion,  and  to  any  amount!! — if  re- 
fused, it  is  possible  that  the  whole  concern  may  be  de- 
ranged!!! To  steer  between  the  Scylla  and  Charybdis 
oftered  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  is  the  difficulty. 
'■'■Facilis  descensus  Averni:  sed  revocare  gradwn,  &c.— 
Hoc  opus  hie  labor  est:  which  translated  means,  "the  de- 
sccnl  to  hell  is  easy,  hut  to  recall  your  steps,  and  reascend 
to  the  upper  skies,  forms  the  difficiUty  and  labor."*  We 
do  not  see  the  in  medio  tnsiissimus  ibis — the  "middle  path" 
between  a  principle  that  cannot  be  admitted,  and  the 
possibility  of  an  occurrence  that  will  urdiinge  all  the  re- 
lations of  social  life  and  of  business,  if  brought  about  by 
a  continued  bankruptcy  of  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  fFebster's  great  speech  on  the  president's  protest 
was  publisiied  in  the  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Satur- 
day last,  and  has  since  appeared  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
makes  31  octavo  pages.  We  cannot  insert  this  speech 
until  sometime  after  th.e  rising  of  congress,  but  it  will  be 
laid  aside  among  the  stock  articles  for  use  in  the  recess, 
which  will  lose  nothing  cff  their  value  by  the  delay,  whe- 
ther for  reading  or  reference. 

The  arrival  of  a  small  British  cutter-built  schooner,  at 
New  York,  from  England,  called  the  Tost-Boy,  in  bal- 
last, and  bearing  only  one  letter  to  a  mercantile  house, 
excited  a  great  deal  of  curiosity  in  that  city  last  week. 
Some  said  she  was  ballasted  with  dollai-s,  to  take  the 
"mortgage"  on  the  state  of  New  York,  &c.  but  the  pub- 
lic are  yet  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  except  that  the 
vessel  belongs  to  Rothschild,  and  had  only  21,000  dol- 
lars on  board.  Some  speculation  is  on  foot — and  it  i» 
known  that  she  left  Europe  in  a  mysterious  manner. 

We  have,  in  the  "National  Gazette"  of  the  5th  inst.  a 
statement  of  the  afiairs  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  June.  As  in  the  Register  of  the  10th  ult.  page 
184,  we  published  a  similar  statement  up  to  the  1st  May, 
it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  give  that  for  the  1st  inst! 
at  full  length.  We  shall,  hoMever,  insert  the  compaia- 
tive  figures,  that  the  progress  of  its  business  may  be  un- 
derstood. 

Loans.  Pub.  depo.  Private  depo^ 

May  1,  1834       .53,750,485  3,251,345  7,032  820 

June  1,     "         52,201,912  2,731,988  0,867^892 

Debts  and 
Circrdation.  Specie.  notes  of 

state  banks. 
Mav  1,1834       16,604,147         11,183,774  3,094,787 

June  1,     "  16,612,527         12,298,333  3,329,362 


*Since  the  prpcedin^  was  vvrillt'n,  we  learn,  from  the  "5alti- 
more  Patriot,"  that  tlie  '^honorable  Isaac  HUP'  asked  Mr  Clay, 
ion,  how  he  (Mr.  C.)  wouUI  arrest  the  '^dounrvard  coirse  of 
tliirifis!,"  as  the  latter  had  called  it:  on  which  Mr.  Clavon  pro- 
posed to  make  a  contract  with  ^'■Timothy  Upham,V  keep  jn 
order  these  scurrilous  libellers,  who  are  rnaking  a  f<?de  of  ca- 
lumny, whether  their  mail  contracts  be  tiith  or'^'ithout  the 
newspaper  privilege,  and  I  would  at  all  times  "ff^r  hijn  to 
'improve  his  bid,'  and  pay  him,  willingly,  a'  extra  a/lovi'- 
anoe' of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  chast'*^™6nt  be  might; 
inflict  on  such  a  libeller.  That,  sir,  would  ^,?"^  of  my  reme 
dies;  of  its  efficiency,  the  member  may  jud" 
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There  is  a  diminution  of  (in  round  numbers)  1,550,000* 
in  the  loans — of  520,000  in  the  public  deposites,  and  of 
245,000  in  the  private  deposites;  and  an  increase  of  the 
circulation  of  8,000— of  specie  1,100,000— and  of  debts 
and  notes  of  state  banks  of  235,000. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  Oct.  1,  1833 — 
The  reduction  of  loans  has  been  7,892,290  05 

While  the  reduction  of  deposites  has  been    8,277,417  70 

Being  more  than  the  reduction  of  loans  by  385,127  65 
The  reduction  of  the  notes  in  circulation  is  2,515,662  51 
The  increase  of  the  specie  1,634,891  69 

The  specie  is  now  12,298,333  20 

The  notes  and  debts  of 

other  banks  3,329,362  00 

. 15,627,695  20 

Wliile  the  notes  in  circulation  amount  to     16,612,527  06 

With  such  means  and  such  proceedings,  the  hurrah  that 
the  bank  was  at  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
"to  be  crushed  at  will,"  was  not  more  ridiculous  or  stu- 
pid, than  is  the  charge  that  the  bank  has  caused  "the 
pressure"  ignorant  or  unjust.  The  line  of  its  discounts 
being  comparatively  greater  than  the  line  of  its  deposites, 
on  the  1st  Oct.  1833  and  1st  June,  1834. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  bank  has  reduc- 
ed its  liabilities  near  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  and  in- 
creased  its  means,  in  specie,  and  dues  from  state  banks, 
to  pay  its  yet  remaining  liabilities,  in  the  sum  of  244,000 
dollars. 

With  its  means,  it  might  safely  increase  its  discounts 
ten  millions,  but  it  is  commanded  to  wind  up  its  affairs, 
and  dares  not  extend  its  accommodations. 

The  giant  strength  of  the  bank  is  not  more  remarkable 
than  the  moderation  with  which  it  has  yet  been  exert- 
ed. Such  is  the  interest  of  the  bank;  and  at  once,  the 
guaranty  of  its  own  safety  and  that  of  the  public,  so  far 
as  '■'■Ttt.iE.  government"  ivill permit  the  latter. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written^ — • 

It  is  said  that  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  have  ordered  a  reduction  of  loans  at  the  rate  of 
a  million  a  month,  and  that  all  accounts  with  the  local 
banks  shall  be  exactly  closed  every  Aveek. 

The  present  aspect  of  things  at  Washington  forbids  any 
hope  that  measures  will  be  taken,  at  the  present  session, 
to  quiet  the  war  against  the  bank,  or  to  relieve  the  public 
distress;  the  bank,  then,  must  defend  itself  and  gather-up 
its  means  to  preserve  a  sound  currency,  in  which  to  re- 
ceive the  large  amount  of  debts  payable  to  it.  The  al- 
most total  cessation  of  new  enterprizes,  requiring  fresh 
I)ecuniary  accommodations,  will  permit  a  great  contrac- 
tion of  the  circulating  medium— but  so  it  is,  that  if  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  draws  in  a  million  a  month, 
the  state  banks  must  (for  a  time)  reduce  their  loans  at  the 
rate  of  four  or  five  millions,  because  of  the  accumulation 
of  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  bank.  The 
local  banks  have  no  sort  of  claim  to  continue  indebted  to 
the  U.  States  bank — they  should  pay  their  own  debts  as 
they  expect  or  require  that  others  should  pay  those  that 
ane  due  them;  but  still — we  think  that,  badly  as  the  bank 
has  been  used  by  the  politicians,  it  owes  a  spirit  of  ac- 
commodation to  business-men,  and  that  these  require- 
ments might  be  considerably  reduced  with  safety  to  the 
bank,  and  relief  to  the  people.  And,  perhaps,  its  ?'ea/ 
operations  may  not  justify  the  appearances  of  things;  for 
we  see  it  stated  that,  at  New  York,  to  relieve  the  money 
market,  the  bank  had  made  large  purchases  of  bills  on 
Europe.  But  we  have  not  time  to  say  more  on  this 
subject  at  present. 

The  following,  we  believe,  is  taken  from  the  "New 
YorV  Journal  of  Commerce." 

A  hct  of  some  interest  just  at  this  moment,  has  been  pointed 
out  tous  by  a  Spanisli  gentleman,  in  the  Mexicaii  Calendar  for 
1833,  Vz:  that  the  currency  of  Mexico,  iiicludin<»  gold  l)ars, 
(reckonvd  at$l,000each),  is  not  less  ihdin  four  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty millio'>. dollars,  all  in  ppecie. 

We  ma\e  a  brief  reference  to  this  "fact"  in  a  late  Re- 
BI9TEK — 'S™  stated  our  disbelief  of  it.  The  whole  po- 
pulation of  i^exico  does  not  exceed  seven  millions,  if  it 


*This  rediicUon^f  joans  is  probably  on  accotmt  of  the  wes- 
tern bi\l9  arriving  a,5,aturity  in  the  Atlantic  cities. 


amounts  to  so  much,  after  the  long  and  desolating  civil 
wars  through  v.hich  the  country  has  passed.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  one-fifth  of  a  people  are  capable  of  bearing 
arras — tiiat  is,  there  is  such  a  proportion  of  persons  be- 
tween 16  and  60  years  old  who  are  able  to  d<tfend  their 
country;  and  the  proportion  of  adult  persons  capable  of 
holding  property  in  their  own  right  can  hardly  exceed  that 
rate — the  youths  in  the  former  proportion  being  equal  to 
the  females  and  aged  males  in  the  latter.  W^e  then  may 
have  about  1,400,000  property  holders  in  Mexico,  of  all 
descriptions,  and  it  is  pretended  that  these  possess  480 
millions  of  dollars,  in  gold  and  silver  only,  or  an  average 
of  343  dollars,  in  bullion  or  coin!  How  can  any  one  be- 
lieve this!  At  the  same  rate,  the  United  States  would 
need  about  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars! 

It  should  further  be  recollected,  that  about  two-fifths 
of  the  people  of  Mexico  are  Indians,  and  the  chief  part 
of  the  remaining  population  is  made  up  of  all  sorts  of 
mixtures  of  whites,  Indians  and  negroes — which  m'lx- 
inves  Humboldt  estimated  at  2,400,000  persons.  Some 
of  the  Indians  are  rich  in  landed  property,  and  a  few 
have  a  good  deal  of  money — but,  in  general,  they  are 
wretchedly  ignorant  and  improvident  and  miserably  poor, 
with  hardly  a  week's  supply  of  provisions  a-head.  Many 
of  the  mixed  bloods  are  wealthy,  as  must  be  the  case 
seeing  that  they  constitute  the  power  of  the  country,  the 
pure  whites  being  very  few— but  a  very  large  majority 
of  these  are  thoughtless  and  improvident,  without  edu- 
cation, and  poor. 

But  if  Mexico  possessed  480  millions  in  bullion  and 
coin,  how  is  it  that  such  comparatively  small  sums  of 
money  have  been  borroived  in  Europe?  And  v  here  was 
such  a  vast  amount  deposited,  that  it  has  escaped  the 
graspings  of  the  nailitary  chieftains,  whose  seizure  of 
property,  or  waste  of  life,  has  been  bounded  only  by 
their  own  arbitrary  wills,  or  means  of  rapine? 

No  doubt,  as  gold  and  silver  are  chief  staple  produc- 
tions of  Mexico,  there  must  always  be  a  large  amount  of 
them  in  that  country  to  carry  on  the  foreign  and  interior 
trade,  and  all  the  exchanges  between  individuals.  But 
such  is  the  superiority  of  a  well  regulated  paper  curren- 
cy, that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  exchanged  250 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  between,distant  places,  many 
of  them  1,000  miles  apart,  wilb  less  trouble  and  expense, 
perhaps,  and  certainly  with  less  parade,  than  5  millions 
are  conveyed  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz — • 
and,  as  before  observed,  with  about  25,000,000  dollars  in 
specie,  our  best  public  stocks,  tvere  at  20  per  cent,  ad- 
vance— 'while  such  stocks  of  Mexico  were  40  or  50  per 
cent,  under  pai',  in  exchange  for  gold  or  silver;  and  so  it 
is,  that  "credit,"  against  which  war  has  been  declared  by 
"the  government,"  is  better  than  specie,  when  rightfully 
regulated  and  prudently  used. 

In  page  203  we  recorded  an  evidence  o{  the  democra- 
cy of  the  present  day,  in  the  scurvy  attacks  of  the  "or- 
ganized" press  on  Mr.  Etving  of  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  charging  him  with  the  crime  of  having  risen 
from  a  ver)'  humble  rank  in  society  to  the  honorable 
place  that  he  fills  with  so  much  talent  and  respecta- 
bility. We  made  this  record,  as  we  have  made  many 
others,  that  it  may  be  seen,  in  future  times,  wliat  are  the 
effects  that  flow  from  a  rewarded  as  well  as  an  "organiz- 
ed" j)ress,  in  the  appointment  of  more  than  one  hundred 
persons  couTiected  m  ith  it  to  public  places  of  profit,  in  a 
short  period  of  years;  and  hence  it  seems  that  individuals 
seek  preferences  in  proportion  to  the  filthiness  of  their 
assaults  on  tlie  private  character  of  richly-gifted  and  ho- 
nest men,  if  happening  not  to  agrqe  in  political  opinion 
with  a  set  of  the  foulest  iype-blackers  that  ever  cursed  a 
country — a  number  of  whom  are  foreign  adventurers — late 
the  subjects  of  a  king,  and,  of  course,  qualified  to  teach 
"democracy"  to  native  Americans,  even  in  gross  denun- 
ciations of  such  men  as  Mr.  Eimig,  (who,  by  the  glori- 
ous operation  of  true  demociatic  pririciples,  has  raised 
himself  up  to  one  of  the  most  lofty  stations  which  a  man 
can  possess  in  the  republic),  because  that  they  came  from 
a  poorer  class  of  the  people.  The  inconsistency  of  this  is 
lost  sight  of  in  the  zeal  to  do  the  dirty  work  assigned, 
and  without  reflecting  that  many  of  their  own  ^ot/*  are 
in  the  same  condition — and  some  M'ithout  known  fathers. 

Wc  recur  to  (his  sulyect   to  notice  one  of  the  arts  of 
the  "able"  editor  of  the  "Albany  Argus." 
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The  "Evening  Journal"  of  that  city,  speaking  of  the 
*'democratic"  attack  on  Mr.  Eiving,  asked' — 

'•Was  not  Mr.  Wright -a  bar  keeper  and  osllei  both,  at  an  ob- 
scure tavern  in  St.  Lawrence  county?" 

Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the  senators  from  New  York,  is 
the  gentleman  referred  to — and  llie  "Argus"  well  ob- 
serves, in  reply — 

"It  is  of  little  importance  whether  the  interrogatory  be  or  be 
not  founded  in  truth.  H  true,  altliough  designed  as  a  reproach 
by  tlie  upstarts  of  aristocratic*  arrogance  and  assnniplion,  it 
would  only  imply  the  greater  merit  that  "a  bar  ki.'cper  and 
ostler  at  an  obscure  tavern,"  has  risen,  by  a  rapid  and  honora- 
ble succession,  and  by  Ills  own  unaided  efforts,  to  a  seat  in  the 
highest  legislative  body  in  the  union;  and  that  he  stands  in  that 
body,  amidst  the  proudest  and  ablest  of  his  countrymen,  unsur- 
passed in  talent  and  personal  influence,  and  far  transcending 
many  of  his  compeers,  in  that  gentlemanly  courtesy  and  un- 
affected dignity  of  manner,  which  is  an  attribute  of  worth,  and 
which  adorns  but  cannot  be  cotiferred  by  rank  or  station.  If 
untrue  (as  it  is),  it  is  of  no  ujonient,  except  to  show  how  easy 
is  the  transition  from  an  affectation  of  superior  gentility  and  a 
horror  of  meanness  of  occupation,  to  positive  meanness  of  con- 
duct." 

And  the  reason  of  the  "Argus"  for  repeating  the  in- 
terrogatory is — 

"That  the  people  may  appreciate  the  manner  and  the  spirit 
with  which  the  pretenders  to  all  the  respectability  pursue  their 
hostility  to  the  sons  of  the  democracy  whom  the  people  have 
honored  with  their  confidence." 

This  is  all  riglit — so  far  as  it  goes.  But  the  fact,  that 
the  interrogatory  of  the  "Evening  Journal"  w<75  m^e?ir/ef/ 
07ily  to  sheiv  the  grossness  of  the  assault  on  J\fr.  Exving, 
is  altogether  concealed! — and  the  people  of  New  York  are 
to  be  made  believe  tiiat  the  interrogatory  concerning  Mr. 
Wright  was  an  original  outrage  on  liim,  when,  in  sober 
truth,  it  was  made  for  the  simple  purpose  of  shewing  the 
democracy  of  that  made  upon  Mr.  Exving,  a  gentleman, 
every  way,  his  equal  in  talent  and  character. 

The  worst  of  all ,  are  those  which  are  told  in  the 

words  of  truth. 

[Since  the  preceding  was  in  type  (for  it  is  a  deferred 
article)  the  "Albany  Evening  Journal,"  has  noticed  the 
case]. 

The  "New  York  Times"  (the  successor  of  the  "Stand- 
ard") says — 

We  are  informed  that  there  has  been  more  cotton  exported 
from  this  country  in  the  last  six  months  to  Europe,  than  in  the 
entire  year  previous.  Will  those  who  are  informed  upon  the 
subject,  correct  us  if  we  are  in  error.  We  presume  that  this 
must  be  attributed  among  the  many  other  evidences  of  the  pros- 
perous state  of  the  country,  to  "the  disastrous  removal  of  the 
deposiles." 

If  not  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  a  good  reason 
might  be  found  in  the  stoppage  of  American  cotton  spin- 
dles, for  the  excessive  export  of  cotton — if  such  there  has 
been,  without  also  an  excessive  production. 

The  common  council  of  New  York,  though  they  have 
not  "swept  the  board,"  have  "reformed"  a  large  number 
of  the  corporation  officers — that  is,  turned  them  out,  and 
supplied  their  places  with  other  men.  It  appears  by  the 
YOtes  that  the  "whigs"  have  a  decided  majority  of  at  least 
four  in  the  council.  In  some  cases  the  majority  was 
greater,  in  others  less. 

We  are  altogether  opposed  to  the  principle  of  such 
"reforms" — yet  it  is  sometimes  absolutely  necessary  to 
reduce  them  to  practice,  for  the  correction  of  error  and 
condemnation  of  prevailing  abuses.  This  necessity  ex- 
ists when  a  party  has  filled  all  places  of  profit  and  influ- 
ence witli  devoted  and  active  friends,  using  their  office 
for  political  purposes,  that  the  "spoils"  may  remain  with 
them.  We  do  not  think  that  a  public  officer  should  be  de- 
nied a  liberal  exertion  of  the  right  of  opinion' — 'but  regard 
it  as  disgraceful  and  Stviss-like,  when  seeing  them  act 
the  part  of  bullies  at  public  meetings,  or  at  the  polls,  and 
otherwise  using  the  power  that  they  happen  to  possess, 
to  force  the  opinions,  or,  at  least,  direct  the  votes  of  other 
men.  We  saw  some  disgusting  cases  of  this  kind  as  far 
back  as  1798 — but  they  did  not  often  occur,  within  the 
scope  of  our  own  observation,  until  the  election  of  presi- 
dent Jackson — and  tlieu  against  his  serious  denunciation 
of  such  abominations!  But  now  it  is  so,  that  most  per- 
sons who  hold   office  under  him  are  leaders,  or  drillers, 

*"Arislocratic"  as  applicable  to  Mr.  W^right! 


of  the  party  in  their  several  neighborhoods — the  drum- 
mers-up  of  meetings,  and  the  finger-posts  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  them,  fighting  for  pay.  A  great  horror  has  been 
expressed  because  Messrs.  Webster  and  Binney  briefly 
addressed  a  nuillitude  in  Baltimore,  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon, on  compulsion,  as  it  were — but  we  have  seen  and, 
somewhere,  have  the  list,  (taken  on  the  spot),  of  more 
than  thirty  persons  in  the  direct  A/Veof  the  United  States 
engaged  in  the  business  of  electioneering,  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon,  in  the  White  Hall  gardens,  Baltimore.  The 
list  was  mislaid,  or  it  should  have  been  published. 

In  New  York,  however,  on  a  broad  scale,  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  perhaps,  some  other  states,  a  disciplined 
electioneering  body  of  of/ice-holders  has  long  and  steadily 
existed — and  hence  the  vacilaling  policy,  or  politics,  of 
these  states,  in  tlie  quarrels  between  the  ins  and  the  outs, 
in  which  the  people  have  no  interest,  though  too  often 
made  tools  of  the  possessors  of  the  feedings  at  the  pub- 
lic crib,  where  there  is  plenty  of  "fodder,"  as  Crockett 
calls  it.  And  in  those  states,  and  with  respect  also  to  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  a  great  reform  will  be  made 
on  every  change  of  political  power  until  better  feelings 
prevail,  and  office-holders  are  taught  that  interferences 
with  elections,  as  at  present  practised,  and  as  reproved 
by  president  Jackson,  if  "rewarded"  on  the  one  hand, 
will  be  "punished"  on  the  other — "for  few  of  these  die 
and  none  resign,"  as  president  Jefferson  said,  when  he 
"corrected  the  procedure,"  by  reducing  things  to  some 
degree  of  equality,  in  this  respect. 

We  are  glad  that,  in  New  York,  a  good  many  faithful 
public  servants  have  been  "let-alone,"  as  well  as  that  the 
organized  corps  has  been  disturbed.  The  lesson,  either 
way,  will  be  useful. 

On  this  subject  we  have  much  feeling,  both  on  account 
of  principle  and  interest — for  we  have  solemnly  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  that  the  "reforms"  of  the  general  post 
office  are  costing  us  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  are  ready  to  say— cursed  be  the  man  who  re- 
duced that  establishment  into  the  discipline  of  political 
party,  and  designed  that,  so  to  have  it  under  charge,  the 
postmaster  general  should  be  introduced  into  the  "cabi- 
net:" The  bringing  into  it  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  U. 
States  would  only  be  its  major  offence  against  the  general 
welfare. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  a  late  speech,  said — "For  one,  I  can  as- 
sure the  senator  from  Tennessee,  that  I  am  no  candidate, 
that  I  do  not  desire  to  be  a  candidate,  and  that,  if  it  de- 
pend upon  me  alone,  I  never  shall  be  a  candidate  for  any 
office  whatever. " 

The  supreme  court  of  South  Carolina,  (judges  O'Neil, 
Johnston  and  Harper  being  present,  and  the  latter  dis- 
senting on  some  of  the  points  made),  that  the  test  oath, 
established  by  the  late  convention  held  in  that  state,  is 
unconstitutional.  We  have  an  abstract  of  the  opinions  of 
the  judges,  &c.  and  it  is  laid  off"  for  a  speedy  insertion. 
The  decision  has  excited  a  great  deal  of  feeling — of  joy 
on  the  one  side,  and  of  anger  oti  the  other. 

A  writer  in  the  "Richmond  Enquirer"  of  the  10th  inst. 
commences  a  strange  article  as  follows: 

We  may  talk  of  this  great  man  and  that  great  man — we  may 
admire  the  fascinating  eloquence  of  Clay,  the  profound  logic  of 
Webster,  the  brilliant  imagination  and  metaphysical  graces  of 
Calhoun;  and,  if  you  please,  the  fiery  invectives  and  violent 
denunciations  of  Leigh;  but,  in  my  view,  for  clear  comprehen- 
sion; efficient  and  triumphant  reasoning,  on  the  all-engrossing 
and  deeply-exciting  bank  question,  we  have  only  to  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  luminous  speeches  of  Thomas  H.  Benton  of  Mis- 
souri, to  perceive  that  he  stands  unrivalled,  and  has  gallantly 
borne  away  the  palms  of  victory  from  the  allied  champions  of 
the  opposition. 

Which  irresistibly  brings  to  recollection  a  certain  ce- 
lebrated letter  about  the  '■'East  Room,^'  first  published 
in  that  paper  some  year  ago,  and  to  be  found  in  vol. 
37,  page  116  of  the  Registeu. 

The  Louisville  Jldvertiser  of  the  26th  ult.  says: — 
"Senators  are  but  public  servants,  and  if  they  have  ne- 
glected their  duties,  defied  the  voice  of  their  constituents, 
and  arrogated  to  themselves  powers  and  privileges  tin- 
known  to  our  form  of  government,  and  unsanctioned  by 
its  fundamental  law,  they  will  receive  from  the  voice  of 


360 


NILES'  REGISTER— JUNE  14,  1834— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


an  indignant  nation  that  deep  and  damning  condemnation  I  York  are  industriously  collected,  and  admirably  prepar- 
due  to  such  flagitious  acts."  .  ,1  F^  ^^^'  common  use,  by  the  industrious  and  worthy  editor 


The  Pennsylvaniari  says,  now  is  the  time  to  ^'get  rid 
of  it,  [the  senate],  at  once  and  forever. " 

In  a  late  number  of  the  "Globe,"  it  was  said — 
We  venture  the  prediction  that  no  majoriiy  will  be  found  in 
the  next  Virginia  legislature  to  vole  the  return  of  Mr.  Lt^gli  to 
Washington — the  restoration  of  the  depositee  to  Mr.  Biddle— a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank — or  approval  of  tlie  senate's 
impeachment  of  the  president,  and  vote  whatever  else  it  may, 
we  believe  that  the  great  cause  for  which  the  president  con- 
tends, will  be  supported  by  a  large  majority  in  that  body— the 
filial  extinction  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

As  William  Cobbett,  a  member  of  the  British  ppalia- 
ment,  and  celebrated  in  "two  worlds"  for  his  ruffian  like 
writings  and  destitution  of  moral  principle,  has  lately  be- 
came a  great  favorite  with  certain  persons  in  tlie  United 
States,  we  make  room  for  the  following  from  his  Regis- 
ter of  the  19th  April  last,  as  presenting  a  bearitful  speci- 
mens of  the  head  and  heart  of  tbis  biped: 

Citizen  king— In  less  than  isix  days  after  this  fellow  was  plac- 
ed upon  the  throne  of  France  by  the  intrigues  of  Lafilte,  Lafay- 
ette, and  a  set  of  others  who  ought  to  have  been  haniied  np  by 
dozens,  I  said  that  he  had  been  placed  there  to  keep  ilie  "nest 
warm"  for  the  old  stinking  Bourbons,  and  to  uphold  the  infa- 
mous funding  system  of  France.  And  I  told  the  French  people 
then  that  ihe  Bourse  was  a  thousand  times  more  tyrannical  than 
the  jBoi/riojis,  and  that  if  they  continued  to  pay  the  interest  of 
their  debt  in  full,  they  would  be,  and  they  deserve  to  be,  slaves 
more  degraded  than  their  forefathers  ever  had  been. 

We  immediately  saw,  at  ll]e  head  of  the  national  guard,  the 
scoundrel  bankers  and  money  dealers;  two  or  tliree  of  Roths- 
child's clerks  were  captains  or  lieutenants  of  the  national 
guard;  Perier,  the  banker,  was  a  colonel;  and  that  wretched 
old  hypocrite,  Lafayette,  wlio  has  sold  his  American  lands,  and 
lurne'd  them  into  what  the  villains  call  "stock;"  this  supreme 
hypocrite,  who  has  since  saved  the  lives  of  the  traitors  Polignac 
and  Peyrnnnet;  this  prime  old  hypocrite,  being  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  national  guard,  chose  a  stock  broker  for  his  adju- 
tant general.  In  short,  from  the  commencement  of  this  last  revo- 
lution to  ihe  present  time,  the  grand  object  of  that  stock  jobbing 
government  has  been  to  arm  those  who  live  upon  the  taxes,  for 
the  purpose  of  compelling  the  woikiiig  people  to  live  upon  po- 
tatoes or  garbage,  worse  than  the  food  of  dogs.  This  has  been 
the  ruling  principle  of  this  infernal  government.  To  hire  end- 
less battalions  of  fat  soldiers,  riding  upon  fat  horses,  to  kill  the 
people  who  work  and  produce  every  thing,  unless  they  will 
work  sixteen  hours  a  day,  and  live  upon  diet  worse  than  that  of 
dogs  or  ferrets. 

The  French  are  a  people  easily  deceived.  But  who  would 
not  have  been  deceived  by  old  Lafayette,  who  was  one  of  the 
deep  contrivers  of  this  present  system  of  government.  Far  bet 
ter  for  Lyons  to  perish,  and  all  the  people  in  it,  than  that  ail 
those  who  do  the  work  should  be  fed  like  dogs.  With  retrard 
to  the  murdering  myrmidons  called  "the  army,"  no  matter  when 
or  how  or  where,  so  that  they  be  killed.  In  a  case  like  that  of 
Lyons,  every  thing  used  against  them  is  laudable.  They  are 
there  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  working  people  or  imposing 
starvation  upon  them. 

Many  cases  of  cholera  are  still  happening  in  the  south 
and  west,  and  it  is  reported  to  be  bad  at  Mobile.  It  is  so 
among  the  passengers  ascending  the  riyers  of  the  west. 

Many  houses  have  been  thrown  down,  and  much  other 
damage  committed,  by  nnusually  severe  tornadoes,  with 
which  some  parts  of  eastern  Vii^ginia  have  been  recently 
visited.  These  were  particularly  destructive  in  Cbester- 
field,  Nottaway  and  Dinwiddie.  On  some  of  the  farms 
all  the  buildings  were  blown  down  or  damaged,  and 
several  persons  were  killed  and  many  injured.  Like 
storms  have  been  felt  in  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  kc. 

Miss  Fanny  Kemble  was  married  in  Christ  church, 
Philadelphia,  by  the  venerable  bishop  White,  on  Satur- 
day last,  to  Mr.  Piei*ce  Butler.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
fustian,  or  other  soft  stuff,  about  it  in  the  papers.  The 
■world  will  not  come  to  an  end  because  Miss  K.  has  be- 
come Mrs.  B.— 'nor  will  the  stock  of  beauty  or  of  talent 
be  exhausted  by  her  retirement  into  mariied  life,  and 
from  the  stage;  but  we  wish  her  not  the  less  "joy"  on 
cither  account. 

The  "New  York  Annual  Register,"  published  by  Mr. 
E.  Williams,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  carefully 
edited  works  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and,  to  the  stale, 
is  more  than  Mr.  Forceps  "National  Calendar"  is  to  the 
United  States.     The  stiitistics  of  the  e:reat  state  of  New 


just  named.     We  are   anxious  to   present   our  readers 
with  many  curious  and  interesting  extracts  from  it. 

We  have  the  usual  annual  report  concerning  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  canal.  The  gross  receipts  for  the 
year  ending  1st  June  were  $54,091  6G — nearly  $7,000 
less  than  last  year,  in  part  caused  by  an  interruption  of 
the  navigation  of  the  canal,  which  has  been  much  da- 
maged. Tlie  aftairs  of  the  comj)any  are  embarrassed, 
and  tlie  damages  awarded  in  favor  of  Mr.  Randall, 
(226,385  dollars)  also  hang  over  them.  It  is  tirought  that 
the  bubiness  of  the  canal  will  be  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  the  opening  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal — there  now  being  an  interior  navigation  from  New 
York  to  Norfolk,  direct. 


We  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  editor  of  the 
Ricl'.mond  Enquirer  was  thrown  from  his  horse  on  the 
29lh  ult.  and  veiy  much  injured,  but  without  breaking 
or  dislocating  a  limb;  yet  it  was  hoped  that^  in  a  few 
days,  he  would  be  able  to  resume  his  editorial  labors. 

Richard  J.  JVtanning  [tlie  union  candidate]  has  been 
elected,  by  a  majority  of  more  than  600  votes,  over  Mr. 
Elmore,  his  opponent,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  represen- 
tation in  congress,  from  South  Carolina,  occasioned  by 
the  decease  of  gen.  Slair. 

The  Pittsburgh  papers  have  a  long  statement  of  Dr. 
Wm.  Mitchellree,  shewing  that  he  had  been  denied  the 
"rights  and  privileges  of  the  church,"  as  he  calls  them, 
because  that  he  would  not  "quit  the  liquor  business." 

The  following  resolution,  extracted  "from  the  minutes 
of  the  session  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church  of  Pitts- 
burgh," is  published  as  a  part  of  this  statement-— 

"JlesoZrerf,  That  in  consequence  of  the  unchristian  deport- 
ment of  Dr.  Mitchellree,  as  exhibited  by  him  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, as  well  as  of  liis  determination  to  persist  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  spirituou;'  liquors,  he  be  suspended  from  the 
coiinnuninn  of  the  church  until  a  more  Christian  disposition  be 
manifested." 

Dr.  M.  in  consequence,  advertised  his  pew  for  sale, 
and  here  the  matter,  we  suppose,  ended. 

There  is  a  powerful  emigration  to  America  in  the  pre- 
sent season.  Up  to  the  5lh  inst.  there  arrived  at  New 
York  15,948  persons,  and  to  same  date  last  year  only 
9,066— increase  7,880.  So  at  Quebec — to  the  28lh  ult. 
8,040;  to  same  time  in  1833,  only  1,363.  On  which  it  is 
remarked — ■ 

"In  regard  to  New  York  the  comparison  is  a  fair  one, and  in- 
dicates a  great  increase  of  passengers  this!  year  over  1833.  But 
at  Quebec,  so  much  depends  upon  the  date  when  navigation 
opens,  that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  compari- 
son: though  the  presumption  certainly  is,  that  a  large  increase 
has  taken  place  there  also  On  the  19lh  June  last  year,  there 
had  been  395  arrivals  at  duebec,  and  9,010  c?nigrants.  The 
whole  number  of  emigrants  at  Quebec  in  1833  was  22,062;  at 
New  York,  41,759.  At  Quebec  in  1832^  51,422;  at  New  York, 
48,589." 

It  is  ascertained  that  740  persons  and  IS  vessels,  were 
recently  lost  on  their  way  to  Quebec. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 
From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  \Oth  May  and  London  to  the  llth. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

The  government  of  England  has  granted  a  pension  of  £70 
per  antuim  to  the  widow,  and  of  £50  per  annum  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Richard  Lander,  the  African  traveller. 

The  Trades'  Unions  are  said  to  be  falling  into  disrepute,  and 
many  who  had  enrolled  themselves  under  them  are  returning 
to  their  ordinary  labor. 

It  had  been  at  length  publicly  announced  that  the  financial 
operation  of  reducing  the  4  per  cents,  would  be  carried  into 
eflect,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  followed  up  by  corres- 
pondent reductions  of  other  slocks. 

The  Irish  tithes- bill  had  passed  to  a  second  reading  by  a  ma- 
jority of  196. 

The  correspondent  of  the  London  True  Sun,  under  date  of 
Paris,  May  7th,  says — "A  disastrous  catastrophe  has  occurred 
at  Toulon.  On  firing  her  salve  d^artillerie  with  the  French 
ships,  in  honor  of  Louis  Philip's  fete,  the  Constellation,  Ameri- 
can fiiizate,  fired  with  ball  into  the  French  fri::ate  Le  Suffren, 
by  which  unpardonable  neglect  one  man  belonging  to  the  lat- 
ter vessel  was  cut  in  twain,  two  mortally,  and  four  grievously 
wounded.  This  luifortunate  mishap  had  excited  great  irrita- 
tion on  the  part  of  tlie  French  sailors  against  the  Americans." 
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PUDSSIA. 

Tlie  cnwit  of  Prut^sia  lias  dccliiiejd  to  receive  general  Goblet 
as  ambassador  fioin  P.»'lj;iuiii,  rcj^ardiiig  liiai  as  a  deserter  Jroin 
tlie  service  of  the  king  of  Hollaiid. 

DENMARK. 

The  Ilanibiirg  corresftondi  lit  o(  the  London  Gazette,  in  a  let- 
ter from  Copenliagen  of  tin;  2E3(h  April,  aiinoiiriees  that  the  kiim 
of  Denmark  liad  isc^ued  an  ordinance  declaring  that  lliere  t:hall 
be  the  most  perlect  equality  l)etvveenall  the  free  Mibj(;cts  in  lh<; 
Danish  colonies,  so  that  all  the  distinctions  between  the  whiles 
and  the  men  of  color,  are  forever  abolished.  Hy  the  same  or- 
dinance, all  the  men  of  color  are  lieneelbrtli  to  b(!coine  free  on 
producing  proof  that  they  have  maintained  an  irreproachable 
conduct  ior  three  successive  years,  and  aie  to  enjoy  tiie  same 
civil  and  political  rights  as  the  white  population. 

FRANCE. 

The  manufacturers  of  France  have  suffered  severely  by  the 
insurrections  at  Lyons.  At  Calais  and  Boulogne  the  net  ma- 
nufactories have  sutTered.  The  goods  sent  to  Lyons  remained 
unsold,  and  the  bills  drawn  in  consequence  have  not  been  ac- 
cepted. The  manufacturers,  overloaded  with  goods,  have  ceas- 
ed to  employ  their  men,  excepting  only  one  for  each  machine, 
as  necessary  for  keeping  it  in  order.  Tiie  national  guards  of 
Lyons  have  been  dissolved.  Incarceration  was  the  order  of  the 
day  there,  upwards  of  700  persons  having  been  imprisoned. 
The  slaughter  at  Lyons  during  the  riots  is  said  to  have  been 
exaggerated.  The  actual  loss  is  thus  stated:  on  the  part  of  the 
government  troops  killed  55,  wounded  258,  (of  these  last  only 
56  survived),  on  the  part  of  the  workingmen  killed  and  wound- 
ed, from  500  to  600.  It  is  agreed  that  the  number  of  inoffensive 
persons  killed  and  wounded  exceed  that  of  the  combatants. 

Two  large  camps  are  to  be  formed  in  the  environs  of  Lyons 
and  Paris  and  St.  Omer,  one  of  80,000  men. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Pedroites,  it  is  stated,  have  taken  Figuera,  and  Coimbra 
lias  declared  for  Df/nna  Maria — that  the  whole  of  the  road  from 
Oporto  to  Lisbon  was  open  to  the  Pedroites,  and  that  Don  Pe- 
dro and  Miguel  had  formed  an  armistice.  It  is  further  said, 
thatl)on  Pedro  has  informed  the  pope,  that  unless  he  withdraws 
the  excommunications  against  himself,  the  queen,  the  ministers 
and  certain  adherents,  that  he  will  stop  the  annuity  of  £40,000 
annually  paid  to  the  papal  see  by  Portugal. 

SPAIN. 

It  is  affirmed  that  a  telegraphic  despatch  had  been  received  at 
Paris,  stating  that  Don  Carlos  had  been  captured,  and,  by  per- 
mission, had  embarked  for  England.  The  government  troops 
and  Carlists  had  an  encounter  on  the  3d  May,  on  the  road  be- 
tween Tolosa  and  Pampeluna.  A  dreadful  conflict  is  said  to 
have  occurred  on  the  occasion.  The  insurgents  were  complete- 
ly defeated  and  routed. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  Swiss  diet  were  to  be  convoked  to  receive  the  ultimatum 
of  the  Austrian  governmont  relative  to  political  refugees,  whom 
it  is  thought  have  been  ordered  out  of  Switzerland. 

TURKEY. 

Mehemet  Ali  had  recalled  the  exiled  Candiots  and  restored  to 
them  their  sequestrated  property.  A  conspiracy  had  been  dis- 
covered at  Aleppo,  and  twenty  persons  implicated  in  it  execut- 
ed.    The  island  of  Samos  was  to  be  strictly  blockaded. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  6.  The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  certain  lands  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 

The  bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  consideration 
of  bills  of  a  private  nature.     Adjourned. 

June  7.  The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with 
France,  which  makes  the  following  exhibit  of  the  claims  admit 
ted,  rejected  and  suspended  in  the  aggregate,  with  the  interest 
claimed  on  each,  viz:  admitted,  principal  17,065,917  36,  interest 
24,574,920  99— total  $41,640,838  35— rejected,  principal  618,258 
7-2,  interest  1,001.579  12— total  $1,619,837  84— suspended,  prin- 
cipal 3,272,325  94,  interest  5,301,168  02— total  $8,573,493  96— 
grand  total  amount  of  claims  presented,  principal  and  interest, 
$51,834,170  15. 
The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Spras,ue  rose  and  addressed  the  senate,  going  to  show  the 
improper  and  erroneous  statements  contained  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Rives,  as  connnunicated  with  the  treaty,  to  which  in  a  great 
measure,  he  ascribes  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  by  the  French  chamber  of  deputies. 

Mr.  Spragiie  having  concluded,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  pay  of  surgeons  and  as- 
sistant surgeons  of  the  army,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Several  bills  of  a  private  or  loc-al  character  being  considered 
and  acted  on. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  states  for  interest  on 
their  advances  to  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war,  and 
after  debate  ordered  it  to  a  third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghoysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, Leigh, McKean,Naudain, 


Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sjirague,   Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkina— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Henton,  Hibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Grundy,  Hill, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Gefirgia,  M.iiigum,  Moore,  xMorris, 
Preston,  Robinson,  'i'allmadge,  Tipton,  Wliile,  Wright— 17. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  i).  Mr.  llohldns  presented  the  resolutions  from  the  go- 
iiernl  assembly  oftho  state  of  Rhode  Island,  rcmonstating  against 
the  measures  of  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  and  the  finances,  and  jtraying  for  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Memorials,  &c.  of  a  similar  tendency  were  presented  by  Mr. 
McKcan,  from  126  citizens  of  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania; 
and  by  Mr.  Bihh,  from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Warren  county, 
Kentucky — read,  &c. 

A  memorial,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  administration  with 
regard  to  the  bank,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Wrie,ht,  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Shepley, {rom 
Selh  Pitts,  of  Maine,  stating  that  he  had  inadvertently  signed  a 
memorial  in  favor  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying, 
his  name  may  be  erased  therefrom — the  first  memorial  was  read, 
referred,  &c.  and  the  prayer  of  the  latter  granted. 

Mr.  Ewing,  from  the  committee  on  the?  post  office  and  post 
roads,  who  had  been  charged,  by  resolution  of  March  last,  with 
the  task  of  investigating  the  condition  and  tiansactions  of  the 
department,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read  by  Mr,  Ewing,  occupying  an  hour  and 
fifty-five  minutes. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  Thalit  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  borrowed  at  different  banks,  by  tlie  post- 
master general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  ofiice  department,  with- 
out authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  con- 
gress alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  post- 
master general  are  illegal  and  void. 

2.  Resolved,  That  several  reports  of  the  postmaster  general 
contain  statements  which,  in  subsequent  papers,  he  admits  to 
be  erroneous;  that  others,  especially  those  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1832,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other;  and  that,  therefore,  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on  the 
truth  and  accuracy  of  the  communications  made  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  fully  proved,  that  a  practice  prevails  in 
the  post  office  department  of  granting  contracts  on  bids  which 
vary  from  the  advertisements,  and  of  changing  and  altering  con- 
tracts in  material  respects  after  they  have  been  accepted,  and 
that  this  practice  prevents  all  fair  competition  among  persons 
wishing  to  make  contracts,  is  calculated  to  give  undue  advan- 
tage to  favorites,  and  is  in  violation  of  law. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  appears,  that  an  individual  who  made  a 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  was  required  to  give 
it  up  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  might  be  given  to  another, 
desirous  of  having  it,  and  that  the  act  of  the  department,  in  re- 
quiring such  surrender  and  in  effecting  the  transfer,  was  illegal 
and  unjust. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  appears  that  the  proposals  for  carrying 
the  mail  on  the  route  from  Chicago  to  Green  Bay,  was  withheld 
fiom  advertisement;  that  the  contract  therefor  was  given  ia 
another  name,  but  really  and  truly  to  one  of  the  clerks  in  the 
department;  that  the  compensation  proposed  in  the  bid  was 
raised  without  any  increase  of  service;  and  that  the  transaction 
is  a  direct  breach  of  law. 

6.  Resolved,  That  extra  allowances  have  been  granted  to  con- 
tractors without  any  increase  of  duty  or  service  on  their  part, 
and  that  in  other  cases  extra  allowances  have  been  made  which 
are  unreasonable,  extravagant,  and  out  of  all  proportion  with 
the  increase  of  service. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  has  estahlishod 
steamboat  lines,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  by  private 
contract,  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  without  authority  of  law. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  public  credit  has  been  pledged  for  the 
benefit  of  individual  contractors,  and  that  contractors  have  been 
solicited  and  induced  to  aid,  with  their  personal  credit,  the  bu- 
siness of  the  department;  and  that  all  such  transactions  are  un- 
justifiable and  improper. 

9.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  that  mail  lines  have  been 
established  to  run  more  frequently  than  once  a  day,  at  a  very 
heavy  expense,  where  no  adequate  public  object  required  such 
provision. 

10.  Resolved,  That  pecuniary  transactions  of  a  very  irregular 
nature  are  proved  to  have  taken  place  between  the  contractors 
and  some  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  post  office  department. 

11.  JlesoZfed,  That  the  post  office  department  is  now  deeply 
in  debt;  its  affairs  in  disorder;  its  accounts  and  reports  irregular 
and  unsatisfactory;  that  it  is  justly  the  subject  of  public  com- 
plaint, and  demands  a  radical  reform. 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  incidental  expenses  and  secret  service 
money  of  the  department  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished. 

13.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  that  an  agreement  was  en- 
tered into  between  two  companies  of  mail  contractors,  the  ex- 
press object  of  which  was  to  put  down  competition  in  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  in  their  respective  mail  routes;  that  said 
agreement  was  drawn  by  an  officer  of  the  department,  and  en- 
tered into  at  his  pressing  instance,  and  that  it  was  sanctioned 

1  by  the  postmaster  general;  and  that  such  asreement,  so  sane- 
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tioned,  is  an  interference  with  the  honest  pursuits  of  the  free  > 
cilizena  of  these  Unitefi  States;  that  it  tends  to  establish  an 
odious  and  oppressive  monopoly,  and  is  an  unjust  invasion  of 
private  rights. 

14.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  that  mail  contractors  have 
received  large  extra  allowances,  and  have,  about  tiie  tinje  of 
receiving  such  allowances,  become  the  proprietors  or  contract- 
ors of  newspaper  presses,  of  a  partisan  character.  It  also  ap- 
pears, that  a  newspaper  editor,  in  the  stale  of  New  Hampshire, 
IS  a  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  numerous  routes,  "wif/i 
jjaper  privilege,"  and  that  every  such  act  or  artifice,  tending  to 
unite  the  press  with  the  post  office  department,  is  a  dangerous 
abuse  and  ought  to  be  corrected. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  held  in  his  hands  a  paper  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  himself 
and  the  senator  from  Illinois,  which  he  asked  might  be  received 
and  read  to  the  senate.  The  paper,  lie  said,  though  treating  on 
precisely  the  same  subjects  as  those  in  the  report  just  read,  yet 
.differed  from  it  in  some  very  material  respects;  and  he  believed 
that  every  senator  would  be  better  able  to  understand  the  whole 
subject  by  reading  both  documents  together,  than  either  of  them 
separately. 

The  report  of  the  minority  being  received  and  read,  after  some 
jemarks  from  Messrs.  Eiving,  Grundy,  Forsyth  and  Porter,  the 
reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Southard  said  tiiat  tiiose  reports  represented  matter  of 
unusual  interest  to  tlie  public.  They  exhibited,  perhaps,  more 
misconduct  and  maladministration  than  was  ever  known  to  ex- 
ist in  any  department  of  any  government.  They  shewed  the 
insolvency  of  the  department  of  the  post  office,  to  the  amount  of 
inore  than  $800.00U,  which  was,  of  itself,  enough  to  show  the 
necessity  of  circulating  them  as  widely  as  possible.  He  was 
j)erfectl-y  aware  that  the  minority  committee  did  not  go  to  that 
extent;  but  it  struck  him  as  a  singular  circumstance,  that  that 
jninoriiy  should  have  discovered  an  insolvency  to  the  amount 
of  something  less  than  ^^300,000,  when  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment should  have  asked  for  the  sum  of  ^450,000,  saying  that  he 
could  not  get  along  without  it.  But  that  fact  alone,  wiih  others 
which  were  exhibited,  were  of  such  a  character,  that  he  felt 
desirous  there  should  be  a  large  number  of  extra  copies  printed. 
He  would  therefore  move  that  15,000  extra  copies  of  the  reports 
and  documents  should  be  printed. 
-     Mr.  Forsyth  objected  on  the  ground  of  the  expense. 

Mr.  Alangum  moved  the  printing  of  30,000  copies. 

Mr.  Southard  accepted  the  moditication. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Wright, 
/Chambers,  Su-i/t,  Grundy  and  Ewing-r- 

On  mot' in  of  Mr.  Swift,  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub 
ject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  house  fixing  on  the  30th  of 
June,  inst.  for  the  adjournment  of  congress,  was  then  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  Clay  alluded  to  the  order,  adopted  some  time  since,  for 
the  making  out  the  number  of  the  signatures  to  the  memorials 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  distress,  and  moved  the  adoption  of 
an  order  continuing  the  Jist  to  the  present  time,  which  was 
adopted. 

After  some  reports  on  memorials  of  a  private  character, 

The  chair  then  called  the  next  special  order  relating  to  the 
French  claims,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  10.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  remon- 
strating against  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  their 
restoration  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  were  presented  by 
Mr.  Southard,  from  Hunterdon  county,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Webster,  from  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Mercer,  Pa.;  which 
were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Silsbee  reported  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  port  of  entry  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tipton  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  memorials  of  the  officers  of  the  late  war,  praying  dona- 
tions of  lands. 

Mr.  Webster  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  the  committee  on 
finance  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  per  diem  and 
mileage  to  E.  R.  Potter,  while  contesting  the  seat  of  senator 
from  Rhode  Island;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  authorising  the  allowance 
in  question,  as  to  the  time  which  Mr.  Potter  expended  in  at- 
tendance, &c. 

Mr.  Chambers  reported  a  bill  appropriating  $15,000,  annually, 
to  the  corporations  of  the  District,  to  enable  them  to  extinguish 
so  much  of  the  interest  annually  accruing  on  their  existing  debt 
— read,  Stc. 

Mr.  JR-obbins  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
curing an  equestrian  bronze  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed 
at  the  eastern  front  of  the  capitol. 

The  proposition  to  print  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  post  office 
reports,  was  taken  up  and  debated;  but  before  any  vole  was 
taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  tlie  senate  adjourned. 

June  11.  Mr.  McKcnn  presiinted  the  proceedings  of  an  un- 
usually large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  Pa. 
condemning  the  action  of  the  executive  aaainst  the  bank,  re 
probating  the  protest,  the  renominntions  of  the  government  di- 
rectors, the  withholding  nominations,  and  the  refusal,  by  the 
ejcecutivcj  to  receive  committees  of  meetings  of  the  people;  and 


Mr.  Preston  presented  proceedings  of  a  similar  character  fronl 
a  meeting  of  cltizetis  ot  Chester  district,  South  Carolina;  which 
proceedings  weie  respectively  read,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  senate  took  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  select  committee,  on  the  subject  of  amend- 
ing the  constitution  in  reference  to  the  election  of  president  and 
vice  president. 

Mr.  Leigh  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  which 
motion,  alter  remarks  by  Messrs.  Lei^h,  Benton,  Bibb  and  Tyler, 
prevailed. 

The  senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  proposition  to 
print  30,000  copies  of  the  reports  on  the  post  office,  which,  after 
debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  26,  nays  14.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

June  12.  Memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  remonstrating  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  8s.c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Tom- 
linson,  from  the  town  of  Lyme,  Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Webster, 
from  937  citizens  and  electors  of  Tompkins  county.  New  York; 
which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  steamboats  navigat- 
ing our  waters;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Webster  reported  the  general  appropriation  bill  from  the 
other  house,  with  amendments  and  accompanying  documents, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAamJers  reported  a  bill  granting  ^70,000  annually,  for 
tlireG  years,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington,  towards  the  extinguishment  of 
the  interest  on  it*  public  debt;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilkins  introduced  a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  Elliott's  Diplomatic 
Code — read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  information  as  to 
the  total  quantity  of  certificates  of  scrip  issued  to  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  &.c. 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  meeting  of  the  senate  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  then  went  into  execu- 
tive business,  and  aUer  remaining  for  some  hours  with  closed 
doors,  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  6.  Mr.  Polk  reported  the  bill,  from  the  senate, 
J  with  an  amendment,  supplementary  to  an  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports — also  the  bill  mak- 
ing additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
for  the  year  1834 — which  bills  were  read  and  coniKiitted. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  Michigan,  was  taken  up,  and  debated  until  the  house 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  bills  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  consideration  of  which  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  was  consumed.     The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  7.  Mr.  J.  Q.  ^dams  remarked  that  he  be- 
lieved the  time  had  come,  for  which  he  had  been  waiting  near- 
ly two  months,  when  the  resolution,  formerly  submilted  by 
him,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  state  banks,  was  the  next 
in  order  to  be  considered. 

The  speaker  having  ascertained  that  it  was  so; 

Mr.  .^(iaws  said  he  would  modify  the  resolution  to  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  the  names  of  the  presidents,  cashiers,  di- 
rectors, stockholders,  lawyers  and  solicitors  of  all  the  banks 
selected  by  him  as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches;  toge- 
ther with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks  held  by  each  stock- 
holder, and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  each  president,  cashier 
and  director,  of  each  of  the  banks  to  the  said  bank,  at  the  time 
when  it  was  selected  as  a  depository,  and  at  this  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution; 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  as  he  did  not  consider  information 
as  to  the  private  debts  of  the  individuals  named  in  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  at  all  necessary  for  the  house  to  have,  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  further 
modify  his  resolution,  so  as  to  require  only  the  aggregate 
amount  of  debt  due  by  the  presidents,  directors,  &c.  of  these 
institutions.  He  was  certain  the  gentleman's  motive  in  calling 
for  the  information  was  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  .Adams  said  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  stated,  was  not  wliT\t  he,  Mr.  A.  wanted; 
the  aggregate  amounts  would  not  furnish  the  information  which 
he  had  called  for.  His  object  in  asking  it  was  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  was  not  for  the  gratification  of  any  personal  feeling. 
He  required  it  because  he  believed  it  would  be  vitally  interest- 
ing to  the  public  to  know  the  amount  of  debt,  the  proportion  of 
stock  that  had  been,  as  well  as  the  amount  which  was  at  pre- 
sent, held  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  deposite  banks. 
He  would  further  add,  that  the  information  as  proposed  by  his 
resolution  was  essential  to  ascertain  the  safely  of  those  slate 
banks  for  the  object  for  which  they  were  recently  selected.  It 
was  essential  to  ascertain  their  character  and  credit.  This  was 
the  more  necessary  as  it  was  known  that  state  banks  were  go- 
verned by  individuals  having  apparently  large  interests  in 
them,  who  had  in  fact  little  or  no  interest  at  all  in  them.  Their 
interest  existing  only  in  stock  notes  on  which  not  a  dollar  in  re- 
ality had  been  paid. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  strike  out  "lawyers  and  solicitors." 
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Mr.  Polk  moved  the  following  as  an  amendment: 
"The  secretary  alfo  coriimunitnte  to  iliis  liouse  the  amount 
of  debts  due  by  the  president,  cashier  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  tlie  United  Slates  to  said  bank  at  tlii-s  time,  or  at  any  lime 
Witliin  one  year  last  past,  and  also  the  names  of  the  lawyers 
and  solicitors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  brandies, 
and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  each,  to  said  bank,  at  this  time, 
or  at  any  time  within  one  year  last  past." 

Mr.  /"o/Zc  doubted  the  power  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  procure  the  information  from  the  state  banks.  It  had  been 
said  there  were  no  legal  means  by  which  Ik;  could  compel  them 
to  give  it;  it  could  not  be  obtained  unless  vohmtarily given. 

Mr.  Stewart  inrjuired  if  it  was  pos^-ibie  for  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  commuiiicate  the  information  called  for. 

Mr.  Coulter  advocated  Mr.  JJdams'  resolution  at  length.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
was  actuated  solely  by  objects  of  public  consideration  worthy 
of  himself,  ofthe  house,  and  of  the  nation.  He  would  not  in- 
quire whether  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  the  power  to 
cause  the  information  to  be  given;  for  if  he  had  it  not,  he  ought 
to  have  had  it.  as  it  was  by  his  own  act  the  public  treasure  had 
been  placed  in  these  institutions,  and  congress  should  hold  him 
accountable  (or  the  funds  so  put  by  him  into  these  state  banks. 
The  question  having  been  put  on  the  amendment  moved  bv 
Mr.  Stewart  to  strike  out  the  words  "lawyers  and  solicitors,'"' 
it  was  negatived.  Thereupon,  Mr.  Polk  submitted  his  amend- 
ment calling  for  information  from  the  bank  ofilie  U.  Stales. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  would  be  willing  to  receive  the  amend- 
ment ofthe  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if  he  would  modify  it 
so  as  to  make  it  only  coextensive  with  the  call  for  inlbrmation 
for  inquiry  into  the  state  banks.  He  not  only  proposed  to  ex- 
tend it  to  the  lawyers  and  solicitors,  but  he  desired  also  to 
know  the  proportion  of  private  debts  due  by  them  respectively. 
This  was  juore  than  he  c(»nteniplated;  it  was  entering  upon 
grounds  of  a  questionable  nature  as  to  the  right  of  the  house  to 
make  the  call. 

Mr.  Beatrj  proposed,  if  in  order,  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member  from  Tennessee,  by  inserting  the  following 
words; 

Be  it  farther  resolved,  Tiiat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  also 
inform  the  house  of  representatives,  whether  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  heads  of  departments  and  treasurer,  have 
been  in  the  iiabil  of  keeping  their  private  accounts  in  the  branch 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  at 
what  time  did  they,  or  either  of  them,  cease  to  keep  their  ac- 
counts in  said  branch  bank." 

Mr.  Sclden  suggested  some  verbal  amendments  to  Mr. 
Jidams''  resolution,  which  were  accepted  by  the  latter. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Polk  until  arrested  by  the 
orders  of  the  day,  being  the  bills  in  relation  to  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and 

The  liouse,  in  commiltee  ofthe  whole,  severally  took  up  the 
foSlowing  bills: 
The  bill  ft)r  the  benefit  ofthe  city  of  Washington. 
The  bill  for  tliC' benefit  ofthe  city  of  Alexatniria. 
The  bill  to  prohibit  the  District  banks  from  issuing  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

The  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  conipany. 

The  bill  relative  to  a  lateral  rail  road  to  Baltimore;  which 
bills,  after  being  gone  through  with,  were  severally  reported  to 
the  house. 
The  bill  for  constructing  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  and 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings,  were 
severally  taken  up,  and  after  being  con^^dered  and  amended, 
were  refiorted  to  the  house;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June9.  The  hon.  Mr.  Si'eeZe,  representative  elect 
from  Maryland,  in  place  of  ihe  hon.  Mr.  Dennis,  deceased,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pa.  asked  the  unanimous  consent  ofthe  house 
to  take  up  and  dispose  ofthe  resolution  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  ^rfams,  re- 
quiring information  with  respect  to  the  state  deposite  banks- 
Objections  being  made, 

The  house  took  up  the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of 
York  county,  Pa.  denouncing  the  recent  executive  measures 
against  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  &c.  and 

Mr.  Barnitz  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
ofthe  views  ofthe  memorialists. 
The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mt.  Polk  moved  that  the  house  now  take  up  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  tiie  house  to  do 
so. 


Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Polk  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Wise  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  the 
memorial  from  Gloucester  county,  which  he  had  presented,  and 
upon  which  he  had  moved  certain  resolutions,  had  been  lying 
oyer  some  weeks,  he,  therefore,  hoped  Mr.  P.  would  withdraw 
his  motion  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Polk  declined,  and  lefl  it  to  the  house  to  decide  whether 
they  preferred  to  have  an  exploded  subject  revived. 

After  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Polk,  Purges,  Ward- 
veil  and  Beardsley,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  112,  nays 
65,  there  not  being  two-thirds  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Miller  then  renewed  his  motion  to  take  up  Mr.  Adams^ 
resolution,  and  objection  being  made,  he  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule;  whicfi  niotion 


I      The  speaker  declared  to  be  out  of  order;  and 

Thereupon,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ofthe 
memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Gloucester  county,  Va.  toge- 
ther with  the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Wise  soinu  weeks  since. 
Mr.  ^Fise  entered  at  length  into  an  argumentative  speech  in 
support  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Peyton  replied,  and  concluded  by  moving  the  resolutions 
he  had  offered  when  Mr.  Wise^s  resolutions  were  first  present- 
ed, as  a  substitute  therefor. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  and  both  sets  of  reso- 
lutions on  the  table;  and  the  resolutions  and  amendment  were 
then  read  at  the  clerk's  table;  when 
Mr.  Fillmore  iiKiuired  whether  the  question  was  divisible? 
'i'hc  chair  ih'.c\i\M\  that  it  was  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  and  stood  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  .John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Byiiuni,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cha- 
ncy, Chiiin,  .S.  Clark,  Clay,  CoflVe,  Cramer,  J>ay,  Dickerson, 
Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forrester,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gal- 
brailh,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey,  Hanier,  Hannegan, 
Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  La- 
porte,  Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abi- 
jah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Ma^ 
son,  Mcfnlire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean, 
Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy, 
Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  i\ 
Pierce.  Pierson,  Polk,  Pope,  Schley, Smith,  Speight,  Standifer, 
Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turril,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houien,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White— 105. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Henian  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies, 
Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges,  Cage, 
Chambers,  Chilton,  Clioate,  William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney, 
Corvvin,  Coulter,  Darlington,  W.  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry, 
Doming,  Denny,  DickEon,  Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Feldcr,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hi^ 
land  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King, 
Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Peyton,  Pinckney, 
Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd, 
Wm.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,.  Steele,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Phile- 
mon Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Watmoutrh,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  AVilson,  Wise,  Young— 97. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  P.  White,  the  house  then  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  June  10.  After  various  reports,  &c.  on  private 
claims,  Mr.  C.  P.  White  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
from  the  senate  for  the  better  organization  of  the  U.  S.  marine 
corps — committed. 

Mr.  C.  P.  White  also  reported  a  bill  authorising  the  construc- 
tion of  three  steam  batteries, 

Mr.  Parker  reported  a  bill  to  provide  rations  for  the  navy — 
which  bills  were  twice  read  and  commiited. 

Mr,  Polk  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  bill,  from  the 
senate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  churcli  of  St. 
Louis. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolution  providing  for  the  arrest 
of  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  the  bill  further  to  extend 
the  time  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  revolutionary  soldiers  to 
locate  military  land  warrants,  was  taken  up,  amended  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Kentuc- 
ky contested  election.  A  large  portion  of  the  remainder  ofthe 
day  was  taken  up  in  motions  relative  to  the  admission  or  rejec- 
tion of  individual  votes,  and  these  chiefly  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Letcher's  poll. 

J n  the  debates  which  followed  these  several  motions,  many 
gentlemen  warmly  participated. 

Finally,  Mr.  Lytic,  of  Ohio,  (having  previously  made  the  same 
motion  without  its  being  seconded  by  a  majority),  again  moved 
the  precious  question;  which  was  seconded  liy  the  following 
vote:  ayes  105,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Marshall  moved  a  call  of  the  house,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion.  They  were  taken  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  119,  nays  85. 

The  house  being  called,  216  members  answered  to  their 
names;  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  of  N.  Y.  the  call  was 
suspended:  yeas  129,  nays  85. 

The  previous  question  was  then  stated,  viz:  shall  the  main 
question  now  be  put.'' 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  as  to  the  effect  of  the  vote,  viz:  whether 
it  would  not  deprive  Mr.  Letcher  ofthe  benefitof  an  application 
ofthe  same  principles  to  the  poll  of  Mr.  Moore,  which  had  this 
day  been  applied  to  Mr.  Letcher's  poll.' 

The  speaker  replied  that,  according  to  his  own  opinion,  if  the 
question  should  be  decided  in  one  way,  it  would;  and,  if  in  the 
other,  It  would  notj  but  this  was  not  strictly  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  Adams  was  repeatedly  called  to  order;  but,  having  ob- 
tained the  reply  ofthe  speaker,  said  he  was  now  sati^sfi^d. 
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Mr.  HarJin  moved  llial  the  liouse  adjourn,  and  deniundcd  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion.  They  were  taken,  and  lesulied 
as  follows:     yeas  59,  nays  15'2. 

After  vaiious  other  procendings  en  points  of  order,  &c., 

Tiie  previous  question  was  liien  put,  and  decided  as  follows, 
yeas  108,  nays  l\'2. 

So  llitt  l)ous-e  decided  that  the  main  question  he  not  now  put; 
the  effect  of  which  is,  to  put  aside  the  whole  question  to 
another  day. 

And  then  the  house  at  9  o'clock,  P  M.  adjourned. 

iVednesdmj ,  June  11.  Mr.  Gillet  reported  a  hill  lo  provide  for 
the  seizure  and  sale  of  properly  biouglit  into  the  United  States 
jn  violation  of  the  revenue  laws — twice  read  and  committed. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  fifth 
census  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hannegan  submitted  a  resolution  inquiring  into  the  pro 
j)rieiy  of  granting  certain  sections  of  land  to  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, lo  aid  that  state  in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road. 

The  resolution  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  longi- 
tude and  latitude  of  several  places  la  the  vicinity  of  the  north- 
«rii  boundary  of  the  slates  of  Ohio,  Ijidi.Tiia  and  Illinois,  was 
lakejn  up  and  agreed  to, 

Theiiouse  then  again  proceeded  to  the  coinideration  of  the 
Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  a  resolution  to  commit  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  with  in 
tJlriictions  to  bring  in  a  report  declaring  the  election  void,  and 
referring  it  back  to  the  people  of  the  di^'trict. 

Which  motion,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  was  modified 
EG  as  commit  the  whole  subject. 

After  an  animated  debate  of  great  length,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McKay  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  yeas  113,  nays  109. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  McKay,  lliat  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a  commillee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  re- 
solution, the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  IS.  Various  reports,  &c.  on  private  cases, 
'being  attended  to, 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  case  of 
the  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  McKay  then  moved  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved,  That  neither  Thomas  P.  Moore  or  Robert  P.  Letch- 
er be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this  house  as  the  representa- 
tive for  the  5th  congressional  district  of  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
and  that  said  seat  is  now  vacant. 

Resolued,  That  the  speaker  of  this  house  do  notify  the  gover- 
nor of  Kentucky  that  said  seat  is  vacant. 

Mr.  /FiWe  objected  lo  the  phraseology  of  this  resolution. 
Mr.  McKay  maintained  that  ii^jWas  substantially  in  conformity 
to  the  instructions  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Sutherland  proposed  the  following,  so  as  to  be  strictly  in 
the  terms  of  the  original  instructions: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  new  election  for  a  member  of  this 
house  from  the  5th  congressional  district  in  Kentucky — it  being 
impracticable  for  this  house  lo  determine  with  any  certainty, 
who  is  the  rightful  representative  of  said  district. 

Mr.  McKay  then  withdrew  the  resolutions  proposed  by  him. 
The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Sutherland  was  then  agreed 
to;  and  thereupon  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  house  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  Geo.  with  a  view  that  a  true  statement  of  the 
polls  as  canvassed  by  tne  house  should  go  to  the  electors  of  the 
district,  prepared  a  preamble  lo  the  resolution,  in  which  he 
shewed,  after  making  all  the  additions  and  subtractions  as  or- 
dered by  the  decisions  of  the  house,  that  Mr.  Letcher  had  a  ma- 
jority of  11  legal  votes  over  Mr.  Moore. 

The  speaker  intiinated  that  the  proposition  could  only  be  re- 
ceived as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  reported. 
Mr.  Mardis  objected  lo  il  altogether. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  Mr.  Clayton  substituted  the 
following — 

Resolved,  That  Robert  P.  Letcher  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  tliis 
house,  as  a  representative  from  the  5th  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky. 
Which,  afTter  debate,  was  negatived:  yeas  112,  nays  114. 
The  question  then  being  on  concurring  with  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  declares  neither  entitled  lo 
a  seat,  sending  the  election  back,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  renewed  his  original  amendment,  as  a  pream- 
ble to  the  report. 

This  led  to  an  angry  debate  of  considerable  length;  and  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  C   was,  finally,  rejected,  yeas  72,  nays  1.37. 
Whereupon,  the  original  resolution  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  was  then  adopted,  yeas  114,  nays  103. 
The  house  adjourned. 

MR.  SPEAKER  BELL'S  ADDRESS, 

On  taking  the  chair  of  the  house. 
Oenllemen  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

With  the  greatest  sincerity  I  declare  to  you,  that,  although  I 
am  duly  and  gratefully  impressed  by  this  mark  of  the  p;»rliality 
and  confidence  of  the  house,  and  am  by  no  means  inseu'^ible  lo 
the  distinction  intended  lo  be  conferred  upon  me,  yet  I  am  not 
without  some  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  my  course  in  acc<!|)tjng 
the  station  which  your  choice  has  assigned  me.  Wiihont  the 
elightesi  experience  in  the  chair,  it  may  be  justly  apprehended 
Itiat  your  selection  of  a  presiding  officer  has  been  but  too  much 
tttflueuced  by  personal  kindness  and  friendship;  and  1  shall  be 


quite  happy  if  the  public  interests  shall  suffer  no  detriment 
through  a  defective  administration  of  the  duties  of  the  chair. 
In  ordinary  times,  and  tinder  oidwiary  circumstances,  I  could 
flatter  myself  that,  by  diligent  applicaiion,  1  might  be  able,  in  a 
short  tiuje,  to  supply  the  want  of  expt;rience;  and  to  justify,  in 
some  degree,  the  confidence  indicated  by  the  house.  That 
more  than  usual  embarrassments  must  be  encountered,  at  this 
moment,  by  any  incumbent  of  the  chair,  will  be  admitted  by 
all.  The  impatience,  not  lo  say  irritation— the  natural  result 
of  a  protracted  session — the  excitement  growing  out  of  those 
sharp  conflicts  of  opinion,  upon  questions  of  public  policy;  con- 
flicts exasperated  and  embittered,  at  the  present  moment,  in  an 
extraordinary  degree;  all  present  themselves  to  increase  the  diffi- 
culties and  call  forth  the  exertions  of  a  new  and  unpractised 
incumbent  of  the  chair;  and  I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  whatever 
exertions  may  be  made  on  my  pari,  must  be  vain  without  your 
forbearance;  nay,  that  they  must  fail  altogether,  without  your 
cordial  support  and  cooperation.  When  1  reflect  how  great 
are  the  interests  connected  with  this  house;  its  character  and 
action — interests,  not  of  a  day  or  of  a  party,  but  of  all  time;  of 
posterity;  and  of  all  the  parties  whicli  are,  or  ever  will  be,  ar- 
rayed against  each  other;  and  when  I  further  rcflect  how  much 
the  character  and  action  of  this  house  depends  upon  a  skilful, 
firm  and  impartial  administration  of  the  duties  of  the  chair,  [ 
confess  f  feel  the  deepest  solicitude. 

Il  is  not  so  generally  understood,  T  regret  to  believe,  as  it 
should  be,  in  how  areat  a  dejiree,  the  nieasures  of  a  legislative 
assembly  are  modified  and  influenced  by  the  manner  of  its  de- 
liberation. All  will  concede  that,  if"  it  shall  ever  happen  that 
this  body  shall  fall  into  disre|)ute,  and  fail  to  command  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  people,  our  institutions  will  be  in 
the  greatest  peril.  Not  only  the  character  of  this  house,  the 
wisdom  and  efTiciPiicy  of  its  action,  hut  the  existence  of  our 
admirable  frame  of  polity  itself,  may  be  said  to  depend,  in  some 
degree,  upon  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  deliberations  of  this 
house. 

While,  then,  I  intreatthe  indulgence  oftlie  bouse  lo  ray  own 
defects,  I  earnesstly  invoke  the  assistance  of  every  metnber  of 
it,  in  eiiileavoriwg  to  maintain  and  preserve,  so  far  as  depends 
upon  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  those  great  and  primary  in- 
terests of  constiluiional  government  and  freedom,  in  support  of 
which,  1  am  sure,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be 
upon  points  ofcnnstruction,  of  policy  or  administration,  there 
is  not  a  heart  here,  nor  an  American  heart  any  where,  that  does 
not  beat  high. 

— »"v»e  ®  ®*«.— 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  DELAWARE, 
On  presenting  the  Cherokee  memorial  to  the  senate. 
Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
signed  by  their  principal  chief  and  other  delegates,  complaining 
that,  notwithstanding  the  faith  of  treaties,  the  obligations  of  the 
laws,  and  the  solemn  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  their  favor,  the  president  of  the  United  State  had  not 
only  refused  to  protect  them  against  the  oppressions  of  the  stale 
of  Georgia,  but  is  exerting  his  power  on  the  side  of  their  oppres- 
sors, and  CO  operating  with  them  in  the  work  of  destruction. 
They  represent  that,  under  these  laws  and  treaties,  in  times 
past,  they  were  protected  by  the  executive  power  of  the  United 
States;  that,  happy  under  the  parental  guardianship  of  this  go- 
vernment, they  applied  themselves  assiduously  and  successfully 
to  learn  the  lessons  of  civilization  and  peace,  which,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a  humane  and  Christian  policy,  the  United  States 
caused  to  be  taught  to  them;  that  while  protection  was  extend- 
to  them  against  cupidity,  they  could,  with  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion, and  with  grateful  hearts  to  their  instructors,  point  us  to 
the  houses  they  liad  built,  the  improvements  they  had  made, 
the  fields  they  were  cultivating,  and  shew,  by  their  domestic  es- 
tablishments, how,  from   wandering  in  the   forests,  many  of 
them  had  become  the  heads  of  families,  with  fixed  habitations, 
each  the  centre  of  a  domestic  circle,  like  that  which  forms  the 
happiness  of  civilized  man.     They  say  that  human  knowledge 
and  letters  had  been  introduced  amongst  them,  and  that  the 
highest  of  all  knowledge  had  come  to  bless  them,  leaching  them 
to  know  and  to  worship  the  Christian's  God,  bowing  down  to 
Him  at  the  same  seasons,  and  in  the  same  spirit,  with  the  rail- 
lions  of  his  creatures  who  inhabit  Christendom,  and  with  them 
embracing  the  hopes  and  promises  of  the  gospel.     But  now  they 
represent  that  each  of  these  blessings  has  been  made  to  them 
an  instrument  of  the  keenest  torture;  that  cupidity  has  fastened 
its  eye  upon  their  lands  and  their  homes,  arid  is  seeking,  by 
force  and  by  every  variety  of  oppression  and  wrong,  to  expel 
them  from  their  firesides,  and  to  tear  them  from  all  that  has  be- 
come endeared  to  them.    They  say,  that,  to  give  a  detail  of  their 
sufferings,  would  make  a  history. 

The  memorial  further  complains  that  the  annuities  secured 
by  treaty  for  the  Cherokees,has  been  virtually  withheld,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  executive  construction  of  the  laws,  and  it  asks 
of  congress  redress  for  this  grievance,  by  directing  that  those 
annuities  shall  be  paid  according  lo  the  provision  of  the  treaty 
and  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  people.  On  this  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  C.  I  forbear  all  comment  at  this  time.  My  busi- 
ness with  il  now  is  to  cause  the  proper  disposition  to  be  made 
of  the  paper.  It  is  accompanied  by  numerous  documents, 
shewing  the  whole  correspondence  of  these  delegates  of  this 
dependent  people,  now  seeking  our  protection,  with  the  chief 
executive  and  the  department  of  war.  I  move  that  it  be  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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REMARKS  OF  MR.  NAUDAIN 

XJjion  the  motion  to  jirint  and  refer  the  proceedings  of  the  '^Jack- 
son republican  delegates,  of  JS'ew  Custle  county,'''  2>rcsentcd  to 
the  senate,  on   Wednesday  last,  l>y  the  vice  president. 
Mr.  Naudain  said,  tluit   Hit  citizens  of  IV(;vv  Ciis\ie  county, 
speakiiiij  for  theihse'ves,  by  Uioir  riictiioiial  i-ij;ii''cl  hy  a  niajoriiy 
of  all   llie  legal  voters  of  Unit  C(»iiiity,  appeared  a  U'.w   wcfks 
Kiiice  before  the  senate,  declarinfi  ilieir  opitiinn  iii,-iltlie  distress 
which  pervaded   the  country,  and  which  seemed  to  be  still  in- 
creasing, was  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
Irom  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  tiiat,  toeftect  this  removal, 
itie  president  had  violated  the  laws  and  disregarded  the  eousti- 
tulion  of  the  country;  and   praying  congress  to  cause  tin;  de- 
posites to  be  restored,  and  the  bank   to  be  rechartered,  as,  in 
their  opinion,  the  only  efleclual  means  of  relief. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  N.  we  have  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  delegates  appointed  by  primary  assemblies  of  the  people,  in 
the  several  hundreds  of  that  counly;  presented  to  the  senate 
through  its  presiding  officer;  setting  foith,  as  they  say,  "tiie 
views  and  opinions  of  the  democracy  of  N(nv  Castle  county," 
and  approving  of  all  the  acts  of  the  execulive.  Before  1  |)ro- 
ceed  to  notice  the  resolutions  themselves,  I  will  say  a  word  or 
two  about  the  manner  in  which  this  same  meeting  of  delegates 
was  got  up. 

First,  sir,  a  paper  was  circulated  for  signature,  purporting  to 
•fee  a  call  for  all  those  approving  the  conduct  of  the  president, 
to  meet  in  general  county  meeting,  and  express  their  views 
and  sentiments.  But  when  this  paper  was  passed  round,  so 
many  of  the  former  supporters  of  the  president  refused  to.sign 
it,  that  it  became  obvious  such  a  meeting  must  be  an  entire 
failure,  and  expose  their  impotent  attempt  to  scorn  and  deri- 
sion. The  plan  of  operations  was  then  changed.  Circulars 
were  sent  round  to  the  faithful,  in  the  respective  hundreds,  to 
call  a  meeting  in  each  hundred,  and  send  five  delegates  from 
each  to  a  county  convention,  to  express  their  opinioiis  about  the 
f  resent  state  of  the  ajfuirs  of  the  country. 

The  Jackson  party,  sir,  have  hitherto  polled  something  up- 
wards of  1,600  votes  in  that  county.  But  with  all  this  effort 
to  parade  and  organize  their  force,  these  primary  meetings 
were  miserable  failures.  In  the  two  southern  hundreds  of  the 
county^  containing  about  600  voters,  and  where  the  strength 
of  parties  was  nearly  equal,  but  25  persons  attended  these 
calls,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  most  respectable  authority. 
And  even  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  with  all  the  advantage  of 
a  night  meeting  and  drumming  up  for  their  forces,  they  could 
bring  but  about  forty  or  fifty  to  rally  round  their  standard.  And 
t-hese  delegates,  thus  appointed  by  a  handful  of  the  people 
of  the  county;  nearly,  if  not  quite  one-half  of  them  too,  old, 
thorough,  uncompromising,  prescriptive  federalists,  have  un- 
dertaken to  express  ''the  views  and  opinions  of  the  democracy 
of  New  Castle  county." 

Sir,  if  they  had  professed  to  express,  what  their  proceedings 
do  express,  llie  sentiments  of  the  Jacksonism  of  the  county,  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  trespass  upon  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  senate,  in  endeavoring  to  expose  the  pre- 
tences by  which  they  are  attempting  to  practise  upon  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a  citizen  of  New  Castle  county 
more  than  fifteen  years.  I  was  brought  up  in  the  school  of 
.  democracy.  I  have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  liiat  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  in  days  that  are  past, 
when  tiie  old  party  lines  were  strongly  drawn.  I  was  thrice 
nominated  by  the  democratic  slate  convention  for  a  seat  in 
the  other  house  of  congress,  and  received  the  support  of  that 
party  in  opposition  to  that  distinguished  federalist,  the  present 
secretary  of  state,  whose  iro^/ie?- 1  see  is  now  among  the  chosen 
organs  of  the  "democracy  of  New  Castle  county." 

Sir, it  is  well  known  that  political  contests  in  the  state,  which 
I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  on  this  floor,  were  al- 
ways fought  on  the  old  distinctions  of  democracy  and  federal- 
ism, until  the  year  1827.  Then  the  spirit  of  Jacksonism  swept 
over  our  little  state  and  overturned  our  old  party  divisions;  and 
our  citizens,  as  they  have  done  every  where  else,  ranged  theni- 
selve?  under  new  banners.  And  now,  sir,  after  they  have  pull- 
ed down  the  good  old  democratic  flag,  torn  it  in  pieces,  and 
scattered  its  fragments  to  every  wind — after  associating  thein- 
EB'lves  with  the  most  uncompromising  federalists  within  the 
state — with  one  half  of /Ais  rcrj/  meeting,  mrtde  up  of  the  bit- 
terest of  the  opponents  of  deinocracy — men  who  had  spent 
their  political  lives  in  reviling  it,  and  the  great  founder  of  the 
party,  Mr.  Jefferson;  vvilli  men  among  them,  too,  who  not  long 
since  declared  thaf'if  they  thought  they  had  one  drop  of  de'- 
Kjocratic  blood  in  their  veir.s,  they  would  have  it  out  at  the  risk 
«f  life"— such  men,  Mr.  President,  so  elected,  and  so  constilu- 
e.d,  are  talking  about  "the  views  and  opinions  of  tlie  democracy 
of  New  Castle  county!!!" 

What  do  such  men  know  of  democracy.'  Tiiey  have  always  re- 
presented democracy  as  the  opinions  of  disorganizers  and  jaco- 
bines;  as   a   political  heresy,   most  dangerous   to  the  stability 


[After  some  other  remarks,  which  do  not  seem  necessary 
our  present  purposes,  Mr.  Nau<lain  concluded  as  follows:] 

I  again  repeat,  sir,  that  if  this  meeting  had  |)rofessed  merely 
to  repres(;nt  the  views  and  opinion.s  of  the  Jackson  parly  of 
New  Castle,  I  should  nothavf!  trespassed  upon  the  time  of  the 
senate.  But  when  such  men  have  professed  to  rcpre.-ent  the 
views  ami  opinions  of  (he  good  old  detnocraf  y  of  New  C^astle,  f 
felt  that  the  duty  I  owed  to  that  party  with  whom  ii  was  al- 
ways my  i)ride  and  pleasure  to  act,  compelled  me  to  break 
that  silence  1  have  hitherto  imposed  upon  myself  since  1  liav« 
had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  this  body. 

Remarks  by  the  editor. 
Any  statement  made  by  Mr.  JVatidinn  needs  not  my 
endorsement;  but  as  ir»y  much  valued  friend  alludes  to, 
or  speaks  of,  things  m  ilh  which  1  am  well  iicquainled, 
an  opportunity  is  presented  to  n.ake  a  few  remarks  on 
the  use  of  tlie  old  terms  "democrats" and"fe(iei-alisls" — 
the  former  beiiiji'  apj)lieil  by  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  themselves,  and  the  latter  to  t/teir  jjolilical  op- 
ponents. 

lu  early  life,  soon  in  1797,  when  I  [tlie  editor  of  the 
Registeii]  was  less  than  20  years  old,  to  1805,  when  I  re- 
moved to  Baltimore,  it  Mas  my  fortune  to  have  had  much 
to  do  in  the  politics  of  Delaware,  and  to  hold  a  personal 
actiuaintance  with  nearly  every  prominent  "deinocrat" 
in  that  stale.  The  present  senator  JYcnidain  was  then 
rather  young  to  enter  the  arena — but  several  of  his  fa- 
mily Avere  among  the  most  faithful  and  zealous  disciples 
of  what  is  now  called  the  "school  of  98,"  whose  foot- 
steps I  know  tliat  he  followed  from  the  time  when  he 
reached  his  majority  to  the  year  1827,  or  until  new  or- 
ganizations of  parties  took  place  in  Delaware,  and  the 
old  democrats  and  old  federalists — divided  amongst  then- 
selves,  wsre  mixed  together,  without  reference  to  former 
opinions. 

I  neither  claim  a  particular  merit  for  having  belonged  to 
the  "school"  just  named — nor  Avill  admit  it  as  a  demerit 
in  others  who  resisted  the  doctrines  taught  in  it — for  e.\pe- 
rience,  aided  by  reflection,  has  long  since  convinced  me, 
that  great  mistakes  were  committed  on  both  sides — and 
that  the  principle  which  influenced  the  great  body  of 
either  party  was  patriotic,  and  not  so  discordant  as  the 
leading  men  of  both  induced  their  respective  parties  to 
believe — that  the  people  inight  be  kept  separated:  which, 
perhaps,  is  well  in  many  cases,  as  being  auxiliary  to  a 
wise  and  just  administration  of  their  affairs,  "vigilance 
being  the  condition  on  which  liberty  is  granted."  Biit 
the  old  painty  names  v,ere  kept  up  in  Delaware,  and  in 
Maryland,  long  after  they  had  ceased  to  have  a  distinc- 
tive meaning,  unless  as  to  what  men  had  been. 

The  present  use  of  the  old  terms,  by  the  friends  of  the 
iiresent  administration,  however,  is  well  calculated  to 
make  me  smile.  In  the  hats  of  the  present  secretaries 
of  state,  treasury  and  war,*  I  am  nearly  certain  that  I 
have  many  times  seen  the  "black  cockade"  of  old  "fed- 
eralism," though  one  of  them,  at  the  time  of  wearing  it, 
had  hardly  arrived  at  manhood;  and  have  long  since  un- 
derstood that  the  head  of  another  of  the  great  departments 
at  Washington,  also  wore  the  said  party  emblem.  And 
to  call  these  distinguished  gentlemen  "democrats,"  and 
such  men  as  Henry  Clay,  Samvel  L.  Southard,  Samuel 
Bell  and  Jlnwld  JVaudain,  and  other  senators,  "fed- 
eialists,"  is  the  "cap-shcaf"  of  political  Injustice  or  po- 
litical folly.  And  in  Pennsylvania,  that  great  "demo- 
cratic" state,  ]Mr.  IVilkins,  one  of  her  senators,  and  Mr, 
Bi/cha7ian,  iaia  minister  to  Russia,  though  decided  and 
leading  federalists,  when  federalism  meant  something 
are  rewarded  "democrats" — while  such  staunch  old  de- 
mocrats as  JonatJnm  Roberts  and  Abner  Lacock,  formerly 
senators  from  that  state,  are  proscribed  "federalists."  I 
i  might  easily  run  over,  an  hundred  cases  of  the  same 
kind,  but  the  labor  would  be  altogether  useless.  I  shall 
rettirn  to  Delaware,  and  state  a  circumstance,  once  men- 
tioned before,  which  may  throw  some  light  on  JNIr.  JVaic- 
dcu7i^s  remarks. 

I  was  the  junior  member  of  the  first  re^'^r/Zor  democratic 
meeting,  or  "caucus, "  that,  as  I  believe,  was  ever  held 


of  the  government  and   the  liberties  of  the  people'.     Some  of    in  Delaware,  with  a  general   view  to  an  organization   nf 

these  were  the   black   cockade  men  of  '99,  the  advocates   of   ! l! &         ci^un   m 

*M(-ssrs.  3/cI,nne  and  7'i27iri/ are  well  known  as  having  been 
^spectively,  the    leach  rs   of  the    federal   party,    in    their  owi' 

the  son  of  maj.  Cass,  wih)  superintended 
for  the  "provision  rating  army,"  as   we 


ftlien  and  sediiinn  laws,  and  all  the  niher  abuses  of  power  which 
Ihrusttbe  old  federal  party  from  ofTice.  These  have  always 
been  hisrh  prerogative  men;  upholders  of  the  executive  in  all 
assumptions  of  power;  stern  oppnsers  of  ail  reform  of  abuses  in 
tiie  government:  and  yet,  sir,  these  men  pretend  to  talk  about 
^*ihe  views  and  opinions  of  democracy!" 


res 

s^ate^;  and  IMr.  Cass  is  the  son 

the   recruiting  service   f( 

"democrats"  used  to  call  it,  at  Wilmington,  Del,  fo'r'a  consi^ 

derable  lime. 
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the  party;  and,  until  I  left  the  state,  had  Ihehotior  of  being 
assailed  as  one  of  five  persons  whom  the  "federalists" 
called  the  "caucus  junto" — myself  i)eing,  for  some 
years  past,  the  only  survivor.  The  meeting  above  allud- 
ed to  consisted  of  sixty  or  seventy  persons — and  I  often 
laugh  at  a  recollection  of  the  secrecy  with  which  it  was 
convened,  and  at  the  difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining 
a  chairman  and  secretary,  willing  that  their  names  should 
go  before  the  people — for  the  majority  and  the  power  of  the 
state  was  against  us,  and  many  were  loath  to  take  a  front 
rank  in  tlie  opposition  proposed,  but  which  was  soon  ren- 
dered successful  in  the  elections  of  col.  JJall,  of  the  re- 
volutionary army,  as  governor  of  the  state,  and  of  Mr. 
C  .R.  Rodney,  as  its  representative  in  congress,  in  the 
place  of  his  ijeloved  personal  friend,  that  eminent  man, 
the  late  Mr.  Bayard— 'SluA  these  named  have  also  passed 
*'to  another  and  abetter  world!"  But,  six  members  of 
that  first  regular  democratic  meeting  yet  live — and  five  of 
these  are  not  of  tlie  political  friends  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, and  they  also  opposed  the  election  of  gen. 
Jackson  in  1824,  1828  and  f832.  The  sixth  is  a  worthy 
old  gentleman,  and  1  much  wish  that  he  held  abetter  office 
than  he  has  been  favored  with. 

On  what  principle  is  it  that  these  old  names  are  appli- 
ed to  present  parties?  Is  it  in  the  personal  support  or 
opposition  to  general  Jackson,  as  president  of  the  United 
States?  Certainly  not!  It  is  believed  that  only  one  of 
his  present  cabinet  was  of  his  oHginal  supporters,  and 
that  one  because  he  was  offended  at  what  lie  thought  Mr. 
Jidams'^  abandonment  of  "federalism ! "  The  vice  presi- 
dent, and  all  the  gentlemen  called  tlie '"Albany  regency," 
opposed  the  election  of  Mr.  J[Iadison,  the  "democratic 
candidate,"  in  1812,  and  that  of  gen.  Jackson  in  1824, 
•with  all  their  power.  In  the  latter  year,  '^JMlster  Jack- 
son's pretensions"  were  laughed  at  by  the  "republican 
party"  of  New  York,  of  whose  movements  I  had  a  near 
view — 'being,  by  accident,  present  at  the  extra  session  of 
the  legislature  of  that  state  in  the  year  just  given,  and 
closely  observant  of  all  the  proceedings  and  iivistings  had 
in  it,  especially  in  the  senate  of  the  state,  to  force  Mr. 
Craivford,  (then  regarded  as  the  bitter  enemy  of  general 
Jackson),  into  the  presidential  chair,  through  the  aid  of 
party  discipline.  And  if  we  look  over  the  names  of  tiie 
congressional  caucus,  held  Feb.  14,  1824,  what  do  we 
discover?  Sixty-six  persons  were  present,  and  two 
proxies  were  admitted — and,  in  this  exclusively  "demo- 
cratic" assembly,  Mr.  Crawford  had  64  votes,  Mr.  Adams 
2,  gen.  Jackson  1,  and  Mr.  Macon  1.  It  is  not  ascei-tain- 
ed  who  threw  away  the  four  votes,  but  undoubted,  I  be- 
lieve, that  the  first  rate  "democrats"  of  the  present  day, 
such  as  Mr.  Van  J3aren,  secretary  of  state,  minister  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States — Mr.  CambreIene-,of 
tlie  house  of  representatives — Mr.  Chandler,  collector  at 
Portland — Mr.  Dickerson,  late  senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  recently  appointed  minister  to  Russia — Mr. 
Ijowrie,  secretary  of  the  senate — Mr.  Smith,  late  senator 
from  Maryland — Mr.  Uoyd,  ditto,  and  late  "Jackson" 
candidate  for  governor  of  the  state* — Mr.  P.  Barbour, 
now  district  judge  in  Virginia — Mr.  Rives,  late  minister 
to  France — Mr.  Stevenson,  late  speaker,  and  recently  no- 
minated minister  to  England — Mr.  Forsyth,  present  se- 
nator'— Mr.  Sajt7iders,  commissioner  under  the  treaty 
with  France — Mr.  Thompson,  Indian  agent,  all  voted 
against  gen.  Jackson,  and  supported  Mr  Crawford  as  the 
*'democi'atic"  candidate. f 


On  the  other  hand,  Richard  M.  Joujtsot,  Johkt  H. 
Eatox,  George  KRE3tER,  Samuel  Housto>%  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,-  I.  C.  Isaacs,  and  others,  on  behalf  of  their 
states,  denounced  the  call  of  the  caucus  as  "inexpedient," 
&c.  and,  of  the  216  "democratic"  members  then  in  con- 
gress, only  68  appeared  in,  or  supported  its  proceedings 
— as  may  be  found  fully  recorded  in  the  volumes  of  this 
work,  especially  the  2;5th  and  26lh. 

And  how  stood  the  case  in  "democratic"  Virginia,  at 
that  time?  Not  one  member  of  the  "Richmond  junto" 
was  the  friend  of  gen.  Jackson.  Nay,  they  all  abused 
him,  or  ti-eated  his  claims  to  the  presidency  with  utter 
contempt;  and  at  the  election  about  three  times  as  many 
votes  were  given  to  Mr.  CraM'ford  as  were  given  to 
the  general,  who  received  considerably  less  than  Mr. 
Adams!  And  even  in  1828,  it  is  well  known  that  gene- 
ral Jackson  was  taken  up  with  great  reluctance,  "«s  the 
alternative,  not  the  choice  of  Virginia."  Was  it  "feder- 
alism" that  caused  this  i-eluctance?  But  what  is  the  state 
of  things  now?  If  all  are  "democrats"  who  support,  and 
"federalists"  who  oppose,  the  present  adminstration, 
surely  Virginia  has  become  a  federal  state — and  so  have 
several  others  that  had  a  high  rank  in  democracy.'  Nay, 
even  a  majority  of  the  representatives  in  congress  from 
"democratic"  Pennsylvania,  are  federalists. 

We  refer  to  these  facts  on  account  of  tlie  abuse  of  the 
political  terms  mentioned.  The  inconsistency  and  folly 
of  them  is  manifest.  Any  party  may  elect  a  name  for 
itself — but,  in  some  cases,  it  may  be  illiberal,  if  not  un- 
just, to  give  a  name  to  its  opponent. 

On  points  of  principle  t/ie  "democratic"  party  does 
not  agree — as  the  following  comparisons  will  shew: 
From  the  Richmond  Whig. 

With  a  view  of  coiinteraclin";  the  effects  of  his  letter  in  1817, 
the  friends  of  general  Jackson  have  hunted  up  a  letter  of  his  in 
1801,  addressed  to  Dr.  Dickson,  then  a  candidate  for  congress, 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee:  Let  us  place  his  doctrines,  side  by 
side: 


In  1801. 
"Believing,  as  I  do,  that  any 
citizen,  who  does  obtain  the 
suffrage  of  the  freemen  of  Ten- 
nessee, must  be  a  character, 
the  composition  of  which  is  vir- 
tue, talents,  and  the  TRUE 
WHIG  PRfNCIPLES  OF 
SEVENTY-SIX:  in  shoit,  sir, 
that  he  must  be  a  repiMican, 
and  in  politics,  like  Ccesar'>s 
ivife,  not  only  chaste,  but  UN- 


In  1817. 
"In  every  selection,  party 
and  party  feelim^s  should  be 
avoided.  Now  is  the  time  to 
exterminate  that  monster,  cal- 
led party  spirit.  Only  select- 
ing characters  most  conspicu- 
ous fortheir  probity,  virtue,  ca- 
pacity and  firmness,  WITH- 
OUT ANY  REGARD  to  PAR- 
TY, &c." 

[Letter  to  Mr.  Monroe. 


*Deceased  since  this  article  was  prepared. 

f  I  shall  add  the  names  of  all  those  who  attended  the  caucus 
of  1824 — several  more  of  whom  may  have  been  "rewarded,"  as 
friends  of  general  Jackson,  than  I  can  call  up  to  recollection.  A 
place  was  given  to  Mr.  Markley,  in  the  custom  house  at  Phila- 
delphia, but  it  was  taken  from  him.  A  considerable  number 
are  deceased — three  are  still  members  of  consrcss,  Messrs.  Bar- 
ber, of  Con.  Archer,  of  Va.  and  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Of  the  pre- 
sent political  feelings  of  others,  I  ouly  know  that  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Me.  J.  Barbour  and  Floyd,  of  Va.  and  Ruggles,  of 
O.  are  opposed  to  the  administration — but  there  may  be  others. 

List  of  the  congressional  caucus,  held  in  the  hall  or  the  house 
of  representntjves  at  Washington,  February  14,  1824 — in  addi- 
tion to  which  Mr.  Ball  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Tatnall,  of  Georgia,  voted 
by  proxy: 

John  Chandler,  John  Holmes,  of  Maine;  James  Lanninn, 
Noyes  Barber,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  of  Connecticut;  Samurl 
Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island;  Martin  Van  Buren,  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 
Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Rowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis 
Eaton,  Charles  A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  John  Herkimer,  James  L. 


SUSPECTED." 

And  the  Hartford  "Independent  Press"  gives  us  the 
following: 


From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 
We  contend  that  the  custody 
and  control  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, not  appropriated  by  law, 
are  by  the  constitution  placed 
under  tha  order  and  directionof 
congress;  and  that  they  may  in- 
trust its  custody  to  other  agen- 
cy than  the  executive  depart- 
rnent;  and  that  they  may  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu- 


Fromthe  Cincinnati  .Advertiser. 
Can  he  believe  that  any  man 
of  common  sense,  who  has  stu- 
died the  constitution  and  the 
duties  of  that  executive  officer 
created  by  it,  will  contend  that 
the  custody  of  the  public  pro- 
pertv,  whelher  public  money, 
public  ships,  public  timber, pub- 
lic iron,  lead  or  any  other  spe- 
cies of  property,  is  not  vested 


tive  the  custody  of  it,  without  in  tlie  president  of  the  United 
an  assumption  of  executive  S<a<es,  the  chief  executive  offi- 
power.  cer  created  by  the  constitution 

for  that,  among  other  purposes. 

Like  cases  might  be  multiplied  without  number.     The 

time  was,  when  it  required  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  fore- 

Ilogeboom,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  Elisha  Litchfield,  John  Richards, 
Jacob  Tyson,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  York:  Mahlon  Dicker- 
son,  of  New  Jersey;  Walter  Lovvrie,  Walter  Forward,  Philip 
S.  Markley,  of  Penn*i'lvariia;  Samuel  Smith,  Edward  Lloyd, 
William  Ilayward,  jun.  of  Maryland;  James  Barbonr,  Mark 
Alexander,  AVilliam  S.  Archer,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bas- 
set, John  Floyd,  Jabez  Leftwich,  William  C.  Rives,  William 
McCoy,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  An- 
drew Stevenson,  George  Tucker,  of  Virginia;  Jared  Williams, 
H.G.  Burton,  W.  N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Gatlin,  Thomas  H. 
Hall,  Charles  Hooks.  John  Long,  Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Rich- 
ard D.  Spaight,  Lewis  Williams,  of  N.  Caroliini;  Joseph  Gist, 
John  Wilson,  of  South  Carolina;  John  Elliott,  Nicholas  Ware, 
Joel  Abbolt,  George  Cary,  Thomas  W.  Cobb,  Alfred  Culhbert, 
John  Forsyth,  Wiley  Thompson,  o(  Georgia;  Benjamin  Ruggles, 
of  Ohio;  Jas.  Noble,  of  Indiana;  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  members  of  congress  at  the  time  of  holding  this 
caucus,  but  neither  could  have  entered  it,  if  so  disposed,  being 
then  regarded  "federalists." 
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see,  that,  if  members  of  congress  were  appointed  to  office, 
"coiTU[)tioii  would  become  the  order  of  tbe  day;"  and 
when  the  interference  of  public  oliicers  at  elections,  was 
as  the  "unpardonable  sin"  against  the  people,  ^c. 

And,  exactly  "dove-tailing"  wilh  the  thoughts  of  my 
heart,  when  first  reading  Mr.  JVainhiin's  remarks,  I 
met  with  the  following,  from  the  "democratic"  pen  of 
Mr.  jRitchie,  republished  in  the  ".Richmond  Whig"  of 
the  30th  ult. 

REMINISCENCKS. 

An  unknown  friend  has  uansiniited  a  wliole  column,  cut 
from  the  En(iiiirerof  May  18lh,  J824,just  ten  years  aijo,  with 
an  implied  retpujst  for  iis  repuhliealion.  Having  a  little  extra 
room  from  the  failure  of  tin;  mails,  and  as  old  newspapers  are 
sometimes  more  amuL-ing  than  new  ones,  we  comply  by  insert- 
ing the  whole. 

Messrs.  Lowrie  and  Jackson. *^ 
"If  there  were  a  man  in  this  nation,  wlio  would  not  'turn  on 
his  heel  to  save  his  life,'  we  supposed  gen.  Jackson  was  that 
man.  Fiery,  we  knew  him  to  be — impetuous,  donnneering,  un- 
governable, he  has  long  a[)peared  to  us — but  witlial,  bold,  inde- 
pendent, direct  in  all  his  courses;  one  who  'would  not  flatter 
Neptune  for  his  trident.'  What  then  is  our  astonishment,  to 
see  iiini  resorting  to  the  shifting,  temporising,  quibbling  and 
equivocating  expedients  which  he  has  recently  pursued!  We 
are  deeply  disappointed  in  his  course — and  we  are  deeply  mis- 
taken in  the  man. 

"Had  gen.  Jackson  been  the  man  that  we  supposed,  what 
course  would  he  have  taken,  when  the  report  about  his  letters 
first  broke  out  in  Pennsylvania.?  He  might  have  looked  down 
witli  scorn  upon  those  reports.  He  might  have  acted  with  tlie 
manly  independence  of  VVilliam  H.  Crawford,  and  left  his  ene- 
mies to  work  out  their  worst  against  him.  He  might  have  kept 
liimself  aloof  from  the  presidential  election:  and  left  it  to  tlie 
people  to  select  the  man,  whom  they  deemed  best  calculated  to 
fill  their  own  high  office.  Or,  if  he  chose  to  mingle  in  the  strife; 
if  he  tliought  it  expedient  to  notice  the  reports  which  were  cir- 
culated about  him,  he  would  have  come  out  wilh  no  partial 
statements,  but  with  the  whole  truth.  He-  would  have  divulg- 
ed every  tiling;  faced  every  consequence;  defied  every  enemy. 
Did  he  take  this  course.''  He  autiiorised  an  editor  of  Philadel- 
phia to  deny  that  his  letter  contained  a  recommendation  to  the 
president  to  bring  into  his  cabinet  two  federals  and  two  repub- 
licans. Why  did  he  not  go  farther.-'  When  he  knew  the  sub- 
stantial charge  against  him  in  Pennsylvania  was,  tliat  he  was 
disposed  to  employ  the  federalists,  and  that  he  was  not  that 
sound  "democrat"  which  he  had  been  cried  up  to  be,  why  did 
he  suppress  that  portion  of  his  letter  which,  he  must  have  seen, 
would  have  supported  the  charge.'"  Why  not  boldly  come  out, 
and  announce  to  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania:  I  did  not  advise 
the  cabinet  to  be  equally  poised.  I  did  not  wish  to  see  two  fe- 
deralists and  two  republicans  in  power — so  far,  the  report  is  not 
strictly  correct:  bull  did  not  advise  your  president  to  amalga- 
mate the  parties,  and  select  his  officers  'without  regard  to  par- 
ty?' Why  did  he  shrink  from  this  frank  and  manly  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding.'' 

"When  recently  he  found  that  Mr.  Lowrie  was  tearing  away 
the  veil  which  covered  his  correspondence — that  the  public 
voice  began  loudly  to  call  for  the  original  papers,  why  does  gen. 
Jackson  design  to  quibble  about  it — to  shelter  himself  under 
miserable  forms,  ami  overlook  the  very  essence  of  things.''  Was 
this  the  course  vvliich  became  gen.  Jackson.''  the  man,  whom  a 
grateful  country  had  hailed  as  the  first  of  her  heroes.''  Was  this 
consistent  witli  the  spirit  of  the  man,  who  boasts  that  he  has 
'no  disposition  either  to  disguise  or  to  suppress  his  sentiments' — 
that  his  'opinions  and  eenliments,  such  as  they  have  been  spo- 
ken or  written  at  any  time,  each  and  every  one  are  at  all  times 
welcome  to." 

"It  may  be  yet  necessary  for  the  people  to  avail  themselves 
farther  of  his  frankness.  Perhaps  they  may  desire  to  seethe 
presidential  bureau  ransacked  for  farther  dispatches  from  gen. 
Jackson.  In  this  way  they  may  have  a  better  insight  into  his 
temper — of  his  political  principles  they  cannot  ask  for  more. 
He  has  given  us  his  own  credit:  and  if  the  democrats  of  Penn- 
sylvania like  it,  why  let  them  take  it  with  its  author  into  their 
afi'ections. 

"As  to  Mr.  Lowrie,  he  had  fearful  odds  to  encounter.  His 
veracity  was  attacked — and  he  had  at  once  to  contend  with  the 
declarations  of  the  president,  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  of  his  own 
cofleague.  The  facts  have  at  last  come  out;  and  they  mainly 
support  his  proposition.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this  myste- 
rious and  complicated  affair,  he  has  conducted  himself  with  a 
discretion  and  a  dignity,  which  command  our  respect." 

But,  after  all,  we  suppose  that  the  terms  objected  to 
will  still  be  used — ad  captandum;  and  that  persons  who 
would  have  felt  themselves  personally  insulted  if  called 
"democrats"  a  few  years  ago,  will  have  no  repugnance 
to  cast  upon  others,  with  scorn,  their  own  late  beloved  ap- 
pellation of  "federalists. "     But,  g2C(mt.  siif. 

*The  "Lowrie  aflair,"  as  it  was  called,  and  the  correspon- 
dence on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hay,  Mr.  Kremer,  gen.  Jackson, 
&c.  with  tbe  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  referred  to,  may  all  be  found 
in  the  26th  volume  of  the  Register.  A  reference  to  it  will 
present  some  curious  facts  to  patent  "democrats."      Ed.  Reg. 


THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  June  10. 
In  the  senate,  yesterday,  Mr.  Ewirig  (of  Ohio)  from  the  coin- 
miliee  on  the  post  office,  made  the  long  looked  lor  report  on  t)ie 
affairs  of  that  estalilishment.  It  was  read  at  the  secretary's 
table,  and  the  reading  of  it,  which  we  listened  to  wilh  great  al- 
tenlion,  occupied  more  than  two  hours. 

Of  a  document  of  such  great  length,  we  shall  not  venture  to 
give,  from  the  mere  hearing,  any  thing  like  an  analysis.  De- 
feriiiig  the  full  satisfaction  of  our  readers  in  this  particular,  until 
we  can  publish  the  report  at  large,  (which  shall  be  as  soon  ns 
prneiicHble),  we  must  content  ours»;lves,  for  to-day,  wilh  an  at- 
tempt to  sketch  its  general  complexion. 

'J'lie  report  sets  out  with  slating,  as  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gations by  the  commiitee,  that  the  department  is  largely  insol- 
vent. In  addition  to  winch,  llie  committee  report  that  the  post- 
master general  has,  from  time  to  time,  borrowed  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  use  of  tlie  post  office,  without  any  authority  of 
law.  Some  of  these  loans,  it  is  staled,  were  made  during  the 
last  session  of  congress,  at  the  commenceiiienl  of  whicli  Uie 
postmaster  general  had  reported  the  department  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  a  considerable  surplus  of  funds.  'J'he  report  goes  on 
to  state  the  debts  and  credits  of  the  department,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  general  post 
office  is  insolvent  by  eight  hundred  and  three  Ihrousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty- five  dollars  beyond  all  ils  resources. 

Comparing  the  expenses  of  the  post  office  establishment  for 
four  years  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration, with  the  four  years  following  them,  it  is  stated  by  the 
committee  that  the  expense  of  the  last  four  years  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  four  years,  by  three  millions  three  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars.  Within  the  last  term  of  four 
years,  it  is  true,  some  few  mail  routes  have  been  established; 
but  their  aggregate  expense  bears  but  a  very  small  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  excess  thus  ascertained.  This  excess  of 
expenditure,  and  consequent  insolvency  of  the  post  office,  is 
mainly  attributed  to  mal  administration  and  Hivoritism  in  tbe 
making  of  contracts  and  extra  allowances,  of  which  the  report 
goes  on  to  ?pread  out  in  detail  a  number  of  particular  cases,  as 
a  sample  of  the  whole. 

The  report  declares  the  reports,  statements,  and  estimates  of 
the  officers  of  the  post  office  to  be  so  erroneous  and  defective 
as  little  to  be  relied  upon:  so  little,  that  unfavorable  as  are  the 
Gonclusions  which  the  committee  arrives  at,  it  is  more  probable 
that  they  fall  far  short  of,  rather  than  exceed  the  reality.  In 
proof  of  which,  ainoiig  other  circumstances,  it  is  stated  that  in 
the  number  of  miles  in  a  year  travelled  by  the  mails,  as  detailed 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  there  is,  by  ac- 
curate computation,  error  to  the  amount  of  no  less  than  seven 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  miles.  The  report  points  out 
also  many  discrepancies  between  the  statements  in  the  Blue 
Book  (thus  designating  the  biennial  report  of  official  expenses 
made  to  congress),  and  official  and  other  statements,  as  to  the 
amounts  of  contracts,  extra  allowances  and  contingent  expen- 
ses, showing  great  inaccuracy  and  confusion  in  the  accounts 
and  administration  of  the  department. 

The  report  also  condemns  the  practice,  which  is  proved  to 
have  prevailed,  of  pledging  the  department  for  loans  obtained 
by  contractors,  and  in  turn  making  use  of  the  names  of  con- 
tractors to  obtain  money  for  the  use  of  the  department.  In  con- 
nection with  which,  the  cfunmittee  allude  to  certain  money 
transactions  between  contractors  and  individuals  in  office  in 
the  department,  which  have  come  out  in  evidence  before  the 
committee,  and  which  they  particularise,  but  submit  without 
comment  to  the  senate. 

The  contingent  expenditures  of  the  department,  the  allow- 
ances of  money  to  travelling  agents,  the  payment  of  money  to 
printers  in  various  shapes,  the  employment  of  printers  as  con- 
tractors, &c.  and  other  matters  wliich  "bring  the  patronage  of 
the  government  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  election,"  are 
handled  with  great  force  and  some  severity  by  the  committee: 
and  the  report  ends  with  a  series  of  resolutions  declaratory  of 
errors,  abuses  and  defects,  mostly  imputable  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  post  office,  but  in  part  also  inherent  in  the  system 
itself,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  have  increased, 
are  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  when  the  re- 
port of  the  commiitee  comes  to  be  read,  that  it  affords  in  itself 
the  best  explanation  of  the  term,  "a  searching  operation  in  the 
government"  that  has  yet  been  made. 

We  add,  in  fairness,  from  an  exposition  in  the  "Globe,"  some 
paragraphs  having  a  direct  reference  to  the  facts  stated  in  the 
preceding.  The  pnrts  which  relate  to  individuals  named,  as 
none  are  so  given  in  the  article  taken  from  the  "National  Intel- 
ligencer" are,  of  course,  omitted. 

This  report  [the  counter  report  of  Messrs.  Grundij  and  Rohin- 
son]  accounts  satisfactorily  for  the  deficit  in  the  fiiiances  of  the 
department.  It  shows  that  the  yearly  income  was  deficient 
before  the  present  incumbent  came  into  office — that  a  diminu- 
tion of  its  funds  had  commenced  more  than  a  year  before — and 
that  they  had  declined,  at  the  time  of  his  taken  possession  of 
the  department,  nbout  $100,000;  and  that  the  falling  off  continu- 
ed from  its  beginning,  in  1827,  or  early  in  1828,  to  the  close  of  the 
last  year.  It  shows  that  the  debt  of  the  department  beyond 
its  available  means,  is  about  $300,000,  which  debt  rests  on  the 
credit  of  the  department,  and  not  of  the  treasury— that  the  post- 
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master  general,  by  an  illusory  system  wlii-ch  had  ever  prevailed 
of  accounting  for  the  expenses  of  the  department,  had  not 
known  its  real  condition  in  lime  to  prevent  the  embarrassment; 
but  so  soon  as  the  cause  was  disclosed,  the  corrective  was  ap- 
plied. It  shows  the  improvements  which  the  present  post- 
master general  has  made  in  iiis  system  of  accountability,  and 
llie  security  of  the  funds  ofliie  department. 

It  al-o  recommends  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, by  sub-officers  holding  tlie  appointment  from  the  execu- 
tive and  senate,  as  in  other  departments;  and  assigns  as  the  rea- 
son why  this  has  not  been  done  at  an  earlier  day,  that  the  de- 
partment was  frinall  in  its  beginning,  and  that  the  rapidity  of 
its  growth  has  gone  before  the  proper  action  of  congress,  but 
that  action  could  be  no  longer  delayed. 

The  counter  report  of  Messrs.  Grundy  and  Robinson  shows 
satisfactorily,  that  when  a  contract  is  made  different  from  what 
has  been  stated  to  congress,  in  the  annual  report  of  contract, 
it  is  occasioned  by  a  change  made  in  service  required  subse- 
quent to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal,  and  that  it  is  a  differ- 
ence which  the  ancient  practice  of  the  department  was  always 
liable  to  exhibit  and  which  was  often  actually  exhibited  under 
the  former  administration  of  the  department;  but  that  the  pre> 
sent  postmaster  general  has  recently  corrected  it. 

It  shows  that  under  the  present  administration,  there  is  a  sys 
tern  introduced  into  the  department,  of  keeping  books  in  which 
all  the  mail  routes  are  entered  in  numerical  order,  with  the 
number  of  miles  in  the  length  of  each  route,  the  names  of  the 
fseveral  post  offices  on  it,  the  distance  from  one  to  another,  the 
manner  in  which  the  mail  is  transported  on  each  route,  and  the 
number  of  trips  in  a  day,  a  vveek  or  a  year.  From  tiiese  books, 
the  exact  length  of  post  roads  is  ascertained  to  have  been,  in 
183^,  104,467  miles — in  1833,  it  is  ascertained  to  have  been 
119,916  miles — showing  that  the  law  of  1832,  establishing  new 
post  routes,  added  1.5,449  miles  to  the  length  of  post  roads,  more 
than  one-seventh  part  of  ail  the  post  roads  in  the  U.  States,  prior 
to  that  time.  From  these  books  it  is  also  ascertained,  that  the 
annual  transportation  of  the  mail  in  1832,  was  24,633,330.  This 
is  a  little  more  than  what  the  postmaster  general  reported  at 
that  time;  and  the  incorrectness,  of  the  statement  of  the  ma- 
jority, is  clearly  demonstrated. 

[The  other  parts  of  tiie  exposition  in  the  "Globe"  relate  to 
the  cases  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Brown,  a  clerk  in  the  department,  to 
Mr.  Reedde,  a  contractor,  and  to  certain  matters  stated  as  to 
the  expenses  for  printing.] 

REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

[presented    by    MR.    CLAY.] 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States — May  2,  1834. 
The  citmmiltee  on  the  public  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  4lh  December,  1833,  returning 
with  his  objections,  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  se- 
nate, and  had  passed  both  houses  of  congress  at  the  preceding 
session,  entitled  "an  act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  U.  States,  and 
for  granting  land  to  certain  stales;"  and  to  which  has  also  been 
referred  a  new  bill,  with  the  same  title,  introduced  into  the 
senate  at  the  present  session  of  congress,  has,  according  to 
order,  had  under  consideration  both  the  subjects  thus  refer- 
red to  it,  and  beg  leave  now  to 

report: 
That  the  committee  has  examined  and  considered  the  message 
of  the  president  with  all  the  respect  and  attention  due  to  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  government,  and  being,  after  mature  and 
deliberate  consideration,  unable  to  coincide  with  the  president 
in  all  his  reasoning  and  conclusions,  the  committee  requests  the 
indulgence  of  the  senate  in  submitting  the  views  and  opinions 
which  it  ervtertains  on  the  several  matters  presented  or  discuss- 
ed by  the  piesident. 

The  committee,  in  the  first  place,  must  express  its  regret 
that  a  bill  which  had  passed  by  the  last  congress  should  have 
been  retained  by  the  president  until  the  commencement  of  the 
present.  By  the  constitution,  the  president  is  invested  with 
power  to  negative  any  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses 
of  congress;  but  this  power,  which  was  conferred  not  so  much 
for  legislative  purposes  as  to  enable  the  executive  brancii  of 
covernmenl  to  protect  itself  against  encroachments  which  might 
possibly  be  attempted  upon  its  lawful  authority,  is  limited  and 
qualified  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution.  Ac- 
cording to  these,  when  the  president  does  negative  a  bill,  he 
is  required  to  return  it,  and,  if  it  again  pass  each  house  by  a 
majority  of  two-thirds,  it  becomes  a  law,  notwithstanding  the 
i)rcsi(1ent's  negative.  By  retaining  this  bill,  and  not  return- 
ing it  to  the  congress  which  passed  it,  the  qualified  veto  of  the 
president,  was  cnnvi';rted,  in  eftV-ct,  into  an  absolute  veto.  Con- 
gress has  lost  all  power  over  the  bill;  the  last  conuress  having 
ceased  to  exist  cannot  act  upon  it;  and  the  present  congress 
cannot  act  upon  it,  because  it  did  not  pass  it.  By  thus  retaining 
a  bill,  its  passage  into  a  law  may  be  defeated  by  the  president, 
although  if  hejwere  to  return  it  to  the  congress  which  passed  it, 
with  liTs  objections,  it  might  be  again  passed  by  a  constitutional 
majority  of  two-tliirds;  and  such  the  committee  believes  would 
have  been  the  case  if  the  bill  in  question  had  been  returned  by 
the  president  to  the  last  congress. 

The  frainers  of  the  constitution,  anticipating  the  possible  at- 
tempts of  a  chief  magistrate  to  defeat  the  passage  of  bills  which 
bad  passed  both  houses  of  congress,  by  retaining  them  an  inde- 
finite length  of  time,  prescribed  a  peripd  within  which  they 
should  be  returned  by  him,  or  become  laws  without  his  approba- 


tion. "If  any  bill,"  (says  the  constitution)  "shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  president  within  ten  days,  (Sundays  excepted),  after  it 
shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  congress,  by  their  ad- 
journment, prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a 
law."  If  it  should  be  argued  that  the  bill  in  question,  having  been 
presented  to  the  president  on  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  and  the  ses- 
sion closing  on  the  3d,  congress  had,  by  its  adjournment  pre- 
vented its  return  within  the  period  limited  by  the  constitution, 
two  answers  present  themselves:  1st.  It  was  not  an  adjourn- 
ment but  a  dissolution  of  coniiress.  The  termination  of  the 
alternate,  or,  as  it  is  u^-ually  called,  the  short  session  of  con- 
gress, is  fixed  in  the  constitution.  It  is  the  end  of  the  congress; 
it  is  on  that  day  dissolved.  The  day  never  comes  by  surprise 
or  unex[)ectedly,  but  is  known  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  and  through  the  whole  progress  of  it.  It  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  said,  in  the  languase  of  the  constitution,  that  congress, 
by  their  adjournment,  prevented  the  return  of  this  bill.  That 
provision  of  the  constitution  must  be  understood  to  refer  to 
cases  of  adjournment  depending  upon  the  will  of  congress,  snd 
to  have  been  designed  to  guard  the  president  against  the  effects 
of  a  sudden  and  unforeseen  adjournment  ordered  fay  congress 
itself.  A  consideration  giving  additional  strength  to  this  ground 
is  derived  from  the  fact  of  a  change  of  the  presidential  incum- 
bent. This  bill  was  presented  to  the  president  the  day  before 
the  expiration  of  his  official  term;  and,  constitutionally,  he  had 
no  riglit  to  communicate  this  message  to  the  senate.  Suppose  he 
had  been  succeeded  by  another,  who  would  have  had  the  right 
to  the  possession  of  the  bill.''  Not  the  old  president,  because  he 
was  out  of  office;  not  the  new,  because  he  was  not  in  office 
when  the  bill  passed;  and  neither  of  them,  therefore,  could 
have  returned  it  to  the  senate,  with  or  without  an  accompany- 
ing message.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  day  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's final  retirement  from  the  office  of  president,  the  bill  set- 
ting apart  the  bonus  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
ternal iniprovemenls  was  presented  to  him.  Although  it  was  a 
highly  important  bill,  involving  a  grave  and  much  controverted 
constitutional  question,  short  as  the  time  was  for  a  due  consi- 
deration of  it,  he  examined  and  returned  it  with  his  objections, 
probably,  among  other  reasons,  because  he  knew  that  his  suc- 
cessor could  not  act  upon  it. 

2.  This  bill  had  passed  at  a  previous  session  of  the  senate, 
(1832-3)  in  the  shape  in  which,  with  one  modification,  it  was 
presented  to  the  president.  Copies  of  the  bill  prior  to  its  pas- 
sage, at  both  sessions,  had  been  laid  before  the  president.  He 
had  treated  the  subject  and  demonstrated  his  possession  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  bill  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion in  December,  1832.  When,  therefore,  the  bill  was  present- 
ed to  him  for  his  approbation  on  the  second  of  March,  1833,  he 
must  have  been  familiar  with  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  thinks  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  bill  oiight  to  have  been  returned  to  the 
last  congress.  By  withholding  it,  the  president  deprived  that 
congress  of  its  constitutional  right,  to  reconsider  the  bill,  and 
determine  whether  it  ought  not  to  pass,  after  giving  due  weight 
to  hi^  objections. 

Passing  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  the  committee 
thought  it  proper  to  present  in  respect  to  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  will  now  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly  the  spe- 
cific objections  to  the  bill  contained  in  the  president's  message. 
The  president  "is  fully  sensible  of  the  importance,  as  it  re- 
spects both  the  harmony  and  union  of  the  states,  of  making  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  allow  of  it,  a  proper  and  final  dis- 
position of  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  lands."  This  bill, 
however,  he  thinks  does  not  effect  that  object;  it  contemplates 
an  arrangement  which  is  not  permanent  but  limited  to  five 
years  only;  allows  of  alterations  within  that  time  by  congress; 
and  furnishes  no  adequate  security  against  the  continual  agita- 
tion of  the  subject. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  plan,  other  than  that  of  a 
total  abandonment  and  surrender  of  the  whole  public  domain, 
which  would  preclude  occasional  legislation  by  concress  in  re- 
spect to  it.  Such  a  relinquishment  the  president  indeed  nnli- 
mately  proposes;  but  the  committee  believes  that  neither  the 
interests  of  the  union  would  be  promoted  by,  nor  are  the  opi- 
nions of  the  people  prepared  for,  a  surrender,  immediate  or  re- 
mote, of  the  vast  public  domain  of  the  United  Slates,  because 
of  any  inconvenience,  real  or  imasinaty,  resulting  from  the  oc- 
casional legislation  of  congress.  The  president  objects  to  the 
temporary  character  of  the  act;  and,  yet  towards  the  close  of  his 
message,  when  he  appeals  to  tiie  pe'ople  of  the  new  states,  and 
holds  out  the  prospect  of  a  reduction  of  the  price,  he  says:  "It 
is  true  the  bill  reserv(!s  to  congress  the  power  to  reduce  the 
prices,  but  the  effect  of  its  details,  as  now  arranged,  would  pro- 
bably hp.for  ever  to  prevent  its  exercise."  The  committee  is  at 
a  loss  to  comprehend  how  conaress  slmnld  be  for  ever  restrain- 
ed from  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands  by  a  temporary 
bill,  the  too  brief  period  of  whose  existence,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  president,  constitutes  a  serious  objection  to  its  passace. 
Especially  since,  within  the  short  perind  of  five  years  to  which 
it  is  limited,  there  is  an  express  reservation  of  the  right  of  con- 
gress at  any  time  to  reduce  the  price. 

The  bill  proposes,  upon  jtist  and  equitable  principles,  to  di- 
vide among  the  several  states  the  proceeds  of  a  property  com- 
mon to  them  all,  for  a  period  of  5  years.  If  its  practical  opera- 
lion  shall  be  found  to  realize  the  expectations  which  it  holds 
out,  it  will  be  competent  to  congress  to  continue  it,  from  time  to 
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time,  with  or  without  the  modifications.  And  it  is  only  upon  the 
presumption  of  its  reconciling  itself,  by  experience,  to  the  pub- 
lic sense  of  justice  and  expediency,  that  the  presidi'iit,  in  the 
quotation  made  from  his  message  as  to  one  of  its  features,  can 
anticipate  its  permanent  operation. 

The  president  next  proceeds  to  trace  historically  the  rifiht  of 
the  United  States  to  the  public  domain,  'i'liis  had  been  st:veral 
limes  previously  done  by  committees  of  the  senate,  and  particu- 
larly by  a  committee  which  reported  the  bill  on  the  16th  day  of 
April,  1832,  that  first  passed  the  senate  for  dividiii-;  amonu  the 
several  stales  the  proceeds  of  the  p4ibllc  lands.  That  rcpoit  of 
the  coujmittce  comprised  a  full  exposition  of  the  right  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  public  domain  whether  situated  within  the 
limits  of  the  original  thirteen  states,  or  acquired  by  the  treaties 
of  Louisiana  and  Florida;  and  also  of  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  proposed  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states.  And  as  your  committee  concurs  in  the 
leading  facts  and  principles  in  that  report,  it  begs  leave  to  refer 
to  it,  to  annex,  and  to  make  it  a  part  of  this  report,  to  be  pub- 
lished with  it. 

The  senate  will  bear  in  mind  that  much  the  most  extensive 
portion  of  the  public  domain  was  acquired  by  treaty.  Over  the 
disposition  of  llie  right  of  soil  thus  obtained,  there  is  no  control 
or  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  congress  containrd  in  the  trea- 
ties themselves;  and  congress  is  entirely  untrammelled  by  tluui  as 
to  any  disposition  of  it  which  may  be  deemed  expedient.  But  ihe 
argument  contained  in  the  message  almost  wholly  excludes  that 
larger  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  is  restricted  to  the  consi 
deration  of  the  powers  of  congress  in  respect  to  that  portion  of 
it  wliicli  is  contained  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

After  having  deduced  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  that 
part  of  the  public  lands  which  seems  principally  to  have  engaged 
the  presideirt's  attention,  fiom  the  deeds  of  cession  and  other 
public  acta  and  documents,  the  message  comes  to  three  con- 
clusions: 

"1.  That  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the 
confederation  of  the  United  Slates  was  originally  based,  was, 
that  the  waste  land  of  the  west  within  their  limits  should  be 
th"!  common  properly  of  the  United  States. 

"2.  That  those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
states  which  claimed  them,  and  the  cessions  were  accepted,  on 
the  express  condition  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  states,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever. 

"3.  That,  in  execution  of  these  solemn  compacts,  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  did,  under  the  confederation,  proceed 
to  sell  these  lands,  and  put  the  avails  into  the  common  treasu- 
ry; and,  under  the  new  constitution,  did  repeatedly  pledge  them 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Slates,  by  which 
pledge  each  stale  was  expected  to  piofii  in  proportion  to  the 
general  charge  to  be  made  upon  it  for  that  object. 

"These  are  the  fir«t  principles  of  this  whole  subject,  which, 
I  think,  cannot  be  contested  by  any  one  who  exanrines  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  revolutionary  congress,  the  cessions  of  the  se- 
veral Slates,  and  the  acts  of  consrress  irnder  the  new  constitu- 
tion. Keeping  Ihcm  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind,  let  us 
proceed  to  examine  how  far  the  objects  of  the  cessions  have 
been  completed,  and  see  whether  those  couipacts  are  not  still 
obligatory  upon  the  United  Slates. 

"The  debt  for  which  these  laiuis  were  pledged  by  congress 
may  be  considered  as  paid,  and  they  are  consequently  released 
from  that  lien." 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  waste  land  ofthe  west  was  an  ob- 
ject of  great  interest  and   solicitude  with  several  of  the  slates, 
and  especially  the  stale  of  Maryland,  during  the  revolutionary 
struggle;  that  they  ronlended  that  what  might  be  won  by  com- 
mon sutferings,  sacrifices  and   exertions,  ought  to  be  common 
property,  and   that  the  states  within  whose  limils  those  lands 
were  situated,  yielding  to  the  voice  of  reason -and  justice,  and 
actuated  by  a  noble  spirit  of  irnion  and   harmony,  finally  made 
the  various  cessions  which  have  been  referred  to  by  the  messase. 
These  ces>ions  constituted  the  United  States  a  trustee  for  the 
whole  of  them  in  the  management  and  disposal  of  the  common 
property.     It  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  sacred  and  inviolable 
trust;  and  all  the  considerations  growing  out  of  these  lands, 
which  threatened  to  distract  the  councils,  and  to  paralyze  the 
efforts  ofthe  original  states,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  war  of  in- 
dependence, ought  still  to  be  allowed  to  have  their  full  force  in 
dissuading  congress  from  making  any  alienation  of  this  common 
properly  which  will  not  do  justice  to  every  member  of  the  urrion. 
The  committee,  therefore,  concurs  entirely  with  the  message 
in  Ihe  position  that  these  landsvverc  ceded,  and  that  the  ces- 
sions were  accepted,  on  the  condition  that  they  should  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  states,  accordinir  to  their 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  charce  and  expenditure, 
and  for  no  oilier  purpose  whatever.     It  also  asrrees  with  the 
message  that,  both  under  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  and 
under  the  present  constitution,  the  avails  of  tire  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  have  generally  gone  into  the  public 
treasury;  that  they  have  been  pledaed   to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt;  and  that  the  public  debt  may  be  considered  as  now 
paid,  and  the  lands  consequently  liberated  from  the  lien. 

But  the  committee  cannot  agree  with  the  message  that  the 
power  of  congress  over  all  the  public  lands  remains  under  the 
present  constitution  exactly  the  same  as  it  was  under  the  arti- 
eles  of  confederation.    As  to  those  which  have  been  acquired 


by  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  the  authority  of  congress  to  dis- 
pose of  Ihem  is  unaffected  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  or 
the  deeds  of  cession,  and  depends  upon  the  third  section  ofthe 
fourth  article  of  the  constitution.  And  as  lo  the  residue,  the 
stales  that  executed  th«  tlct-ds  of  c('ssion  being  also  parlies  lo 
the  constitution,  and  having  adopted  it  as  separate  and  distinct 
fommunities,  were  conipeleni  lo  extend  the  jHiwers  o(  congress, 
the  common  iru.-iee  (i)r  all  the  siati-s,  over  the  trust  property 
which  had  been  previously  conveyed,  if  they  thought  proper. 

By   the  artiiles  of  ccmlederatioii,  contributions  were  n.indo 
by  ilie  several  stales  of  specific  sums,  apportioned  among  them 
to  the  purposes  ofthe  tieneral  government.     And  the  clause,  in 
several  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  which   provides  that  the  ceded 
lands  shall   be  for  the   use  and   benefit  of  the  states  composinR 
the  union,  according  lo  their  usxiul  respective  'proportions  in  the 
ocneral  chur^e  anil  expenditure,  clearly  peters  to  tliose  coniribu- 
tions  which  Inrnished  a  distinct  and  intelligible  rule   by  which 
the  proportion  of  each  state  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture could  be  ascertained.     By  the  new  government,  contribu- 
tions were  no  longer  to  be  made  by  the  states;  but  the  treasury 
was  to  be  supplied   by  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  levied   u|)ou 
the  mass  of  the  community.     The   taxes  which   have   been  ac- 
cordingly levied,  have  been   chiefiy  upon  con.-umplioi.;  so  that 
it  is  impracticable  to  ascertain  what  ameunt  is  now  in  fact  con- 
tributed by  the  people  of  each  state  towards  the  expenditure  of 
the  general  government.     And  as  the  amount  of  contributions 
cannot  be  aL-certained,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  each  of 
the  stales  composing  the   union   does  derive   benefit  from  the 
public  lands  in  proportion  to  its  charge  in  the  general  expendi- 
ture.    And  it  is  far  from  being  certain  that,  in  the  actual  appro- 
priation which   has   been  made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  there  has  not  been  a  constant  departure  from  the  rule 
prescribed  in  the  deeds  of  cession. 

There  may  be  ground  for  diflTerence  of  opinion  whether  tlm 
change  of  government  in  the  particular  which  has  been  noticed, 
induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  enlarge  the  power  of 
congress,  and  whether  they  have,  in  fact,  enlarged  it  over  the 
public  lands  which  had  been  previously  ceded  by  some  of  the 
states.  But,  as  lo  all  other  territory  and  property  ofthe  United 
States,  congress  po5sesses  ample  power  to  regulate  and  dispose 
of  it.  It  is  expressly  provided  by  article  IV.  section  3d:  "The 
congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  properly 
of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  ofthe  United  Stales  or 
any  particular  stale." 

This  power  to  dispose  of  all  the  public  domain,  except  that 
ceded  by  the  states  is  full  and  complete,  and  depends  upon  the 
sound  discretion  of  congress.  The  practice  of  the  goveriimenl 
demonstrates,  indeed,  Ihe  ronimon  belief,  that  the  power  of 
congress  to  dispose  of  all  the  public  land,  whether  ceded  by 
states  or  acquired  from  foreign  nations,  is  unrestricted.  Grants 
have  been  accordingly  made  of  portions  of  it  for  almost  every 
conceivable  purpose.  More  than  eiglit  millions  and  a  half  of 
acres  have  been  granted  for  education;  upwards  of  two  millions 
for  internal  improvements  in  particular  states;  several  for  mili- 
tary bounties;  and  large  quantities  have  been  bestowed,  in 
gratuity,  for  seats  of  government,  on  private  charities  in  parti- 
cular slates,  and  on  private  individuals.  The  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion has  been  also  conferred  and  continued  lo  large  classes  wf 
individuals. 

The  president  himself  was  supposed  to  entertain  the  opinion 
that  there  was  no  restriction  on  the  power  of  congress  over  any 
part  ofthe  public  domain.  In  his  message  of  December  4, 1833, 
at  the  opening  ofthe  session  of  congress,  speaking  ofthe  public 
land,  he  says:  "It  is  in  the  discretion  of  congress  lo  dispose  of 
them  in  such  way  as  best  to  conduce  to  the  quiet,  harmony  and 
general  interest  of  the  American  people." 

After  this  clear  admission  ofthe  unqualified  powsr  of  con- 
gress over  the  subject,  the  committee  has  seen  with  surprise 
the  assertion  in  the  messane  that  the  bill  begins  with  an  entire 
subversion  of  every  one  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  Unitert 
States  became  possessed  of  their  western  domain.  The  first 
section  of  the  bill  allows  to  the  seven  new  states  12i  per  cent, 
out  of  the  net  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  made 
within  their  respective  limits  prior  to  any  distribution  among 
the  twenty-four  states.  The  message  treats  this  allowance  to 
the  new  states  as  a  deduction  of  one  eighth  from  the  whole 
amount  ofthe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  Stales;  but  the  allowance  is  expressly  confined  to  sales 
within  the  new  states,  to  the  exclusion  of  sales  made  in  the  se- 
veral territories,  that  is,  Ohio,  and  each  of  the  other  seven 
states,  is  by  the  provision  of  the  first  section  to  receive  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  net  amount  arising  from  sales 
within  their  respective  limits. 

This  extra  allowance  is  deemed  by  the  president  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  terms  ofthe  deeds  of  cession.  In  what  respect  he 
does  not  allege,  but  it  is  presumed  that  he  refers  to  the  stipula- 
tion contained  in  those  deeds  for  a  perfect  equality  among  the 
several  states.  As  each  state  was  to  be  entitled  to  equal  bene- 
fit in  the  lands  ceded,  subject  only  to  the  condition  that  it  should 
be  according  to  its  usual  proportitm  in  the  ceneral  charge  and 
expenditure,  Ihe  message  considers  that  rule  to  be  violated  by 
assigning  to  the  new  states  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  prior  to 
the  general  distribution.  The  president  is  supposed  to  insist 
upon  absolute  equnlitv  among  the  old  and  the  new  stales:  and 
that  no  one  of  them  should  obtain  more  than  a  fair  and  just  pro- 
portion of  a  common  property. 


270     NILES'  REGISTER— JUNE  14,  1834— REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


But  how  are  these  principles  to  be  reconciled  with  the  plan 
brought  forward  by  the  president  in  his  message  of  the  4th  of 
December,  1832,  and  again  presented  in  his  message  under  con- 
sideration? According  to  that  plan,  he  recommends  that  Ihe 
public  lands  be  no  longer  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue;  that 
the  price  be  reduced  so  low  as  merely  to  reimburse  the  expense 
of  the  survey  and  the  sale  of  them;  and  that,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  the  wlmle  of  the  unsold  lands  should  be  relinquished  to  the 
new  states,  and  all  tlie  machinery  and  control  of  the  general 
government  forever  withdrawn  from  the  new  slates. 

If  congress  may  giant  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
new  states,  it  may  certainly  grant  one-eighth  part  of  them,  or 
one-eighth  part  of  their  pioceeds,  unless  the  logical  rule  be  false 
that  the  major  includes  the  minor.  If  it  be  consistent  with  the 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  so  emphatically  dwelt  on  by  the 
president,  to  surrender  forever  the  public  lands  to  the  new 
states,  within  which  tliey  are  respectively  situated,  it  can  hard- 
ly be  deemed  repugnant  to  the  same  deeds  to  assign  to  them, 
for  a  short  period,  one-eighth  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
lands  situated  within  their  limits. 

The  message  seems  to  consider  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
new  states  as  involving  a  new  piinciple  unsanctioned"  by  the 
practice  of  the  government,  and  as  a  gratuity  which  cannot  be 
granted  without  manifest  departure  frouj  the  principles  of  equity 
which  should  regulate  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  or  their 
proceeds  among  all  the  states.  But  with  great  deference  the 
committee  is  unable  to  agree  witli  the  message  in  either  respect. 

1.  As  to  the  practice  of  the  government.  It  has  been  already 
stated  that  congress  has  granted  to  the  new  stat(;s,  for  purposes 
of  education,  upwards  of  eight  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
lands;  being  a  quantity  which  exceeds  by  more  than  a  fourth, 
all  the  public  lands  ever  sold  by  the  federal  government.  It  has 
also  granted  to  several  states  lands  for  seals  of  governmi^nt;  and 
to]some  of  the  new  states  upwards  of  two  niiiiions  and  a  quarter 
of  acres  for  internal  improvements.  And  by  tlie  compact  with 
each  of  the  new  states,  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  within  their  several  limits,  is  reserved 
to  every  one  of  them  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement.  It' 
these  various  grants,  displaying  both  the  liberality  and  the  jus- 
tice of  congress  towards  the  young  members  of  the  national 
family  who  have  establislied  themselves  in  the  wilderness,  do 
not  violate  tlie  deeds  of  cesssion,  or  transcend  the  duties  of  con- 
gress, how  can  it  be  justly  contended  that  the  extra  allowance 
in  question  is  forbidden.-' 

2.  But  (his  extra  allowance  is  not  a  gratuity.  The  apportion- 
ment of  the  proceeds  among  the  several  states  is  on  the  basis  of 
the  slate  of  the  population  as  ascertained  by  the  census  of  1830; 
and  the  bill  proposes  to  observe  that  rule  in  the  distribution  during 
the  whole  period  of  five  years  to  which  its  operation  is  limited. 
But  as  the  increase  of  population  in  the  new  states  is  in  a  ratio 
much  greater  than  in  the  old,  it  is  evident  that  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  that  rule  would  operate  unjustly  upon  the  new 
stales,  especially  in  the  latter  years  of  the  terin.  The  increase 
of  population  in  Illinois,  for  example,  is  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum.  Near  five  years  having  elaps- 
ed since  the  census  was  taken,  the  population  of  that  stale  is 
now  about  92i  per  cent,  that  is,  almost  double  what  it  then 
was.  The  population  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  on  the  contrary, 
has  increased  only  about  three  per  cent,  during  the  same  five 
years;  the  ratio  of  its  increase  from  1820  to  1830  haviiiij  been, 
for  the  whole  ten  years,  only  six  per  cent.  The  slate  of  Illinois, 
therefore,  would  receive  only  about  one-half  of  what  it  is  justly 
entitled  to  if  it  were  restricted  to  the  state  of  its  population  in 
1829. 

Again;  the  extra  allowance  to  the  new  states  is  to  be  expend- 
ed on  education  and  internal  improvements.  The  United  Slates 
being  a  great  land  pioprielerin  each  of  the  ne,w  stales,  is  bound, 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  fairness,  to  contribute  towards 
the  im()rovement  of  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the 
new  states,  which  will  necessarily  tend  to  enhance  thevalue  of 
the  property  of  the  United  States.  And,  in  makinc  the  extra 
allowance,  the  bill  proceeds  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  the  general  government  has  hitliefto  invariably 
acted  in  granting  to  each  of  the  new  slates  lands  for  school.-*, 
and  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sahis  vviihin  their  re- 
spective limits  for  objects  of  internal  improvement. 

The  committee  therefore  must  confidently,  but  respectfully, 
dissent  from  the  assertion  in  the  message  that,  in  making  this 
extra  allowance,  the  bill  begins  with  an  entire  subversion  of 
every  one  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  United  States  became 
possessed  of  their  western  domain. 

The  bill  is  charged  by  the  m<;ssagc  with  a  violation  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  in  adopting,  as  the  rule  of  distribution,  tiie 
federal  representative  population,  instead  of  the  respective  and 
usual  proportions  of  the  several  states  in  the  general  charge  aiul 
expenditure.  The  rule  which  the  bill  adopts  is  plain,  practiea- 
cable,  and  inlelli!.'ible.  It  admits  of  ea-^y  ascertainni' nt  and 
easy  application.  Taxation  and  representation  go  hand  in  hand; 
and,  in  assuming  a  rule  deduced  from  repres(!ntatJon,  there  is 
no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  operate  unequally  in  respect 
to  the  taxation  to  which  the  |»eople  of  the  United  States  are 
liable. 

A  division  among  the  states  accor<]in2  to  their  respective  and 
usual  proportions  in  llie  general  charge  and  expeiulimre  is  wholly 
impracticable,  becau.«e  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  under  the 
present  eongtituiion,  and  under  tin;  established  modes  of  collect- 
ing a  public  revenue,  vviial  aninuntf>f  the  sicnernl  charge  and  ex- 
p<'nditurc  is  contributed  by  any  state.    That  clause  in  the  deeds 


of  cession,  as  before  remarked,  was  inserted  in  reference  to  the 
arliclesof  confederation,  by  which  the  contribution  of  each  state 
was  fixed  and  known.  Revenue  is  now  collected,  not  from  states 
in  their  sovereign  character,  but  from  the  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity, according  to  their  consumption.  Consequently,  it  is  al- 
together impracticable  to  ascertain  how  much  of  that  revenue 
is  paid  by  the  citizens  of  any  one  state.  It  may  be  argued  that 
since  it  is  impracticable,  it  is  most  proper  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  should  go  into  the  common  treasury,  and  be 
thence  disbursed  in  the  common  expenditure.  But  it  is  far 
from  beingcertain  ihat  the  principle  of  equality  stipulated  in  the 
cessions,  is  not  violated  to  a  greater  extent  by  such  an  appro- 
priation than  it  possildy  can  be  by  a  division  according  to  re- 
presentative population.  How  is  it  known  that  each  state  when 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  pass  into  the  general  treasury,  is,  in 
their  subsequent  disbursements,  benefitted  according  to  the  ex- 
act measure  of  its  due  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure.'' 

In  considering  the  power  of  congress  over  the  public  lands 
acquired  by  deeds  of  cession  from  several  of  the  slates,  the 
committee  thinks  it  useful  to  examine,  first,  the  terms  of  the 
deeds  themselves;  and,  secondly,  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion. 

1.  As  the  cession  from  Virginia  was  by  far  the  most  imort- 
aiit,  and  as  the  terms  of  the  deed  made  by  that  state  to  the  U. 
States  do  not  materially  vary  from  those  contained  in  the  deeds 
of  other  states,  tlie  committee  will  inquire  whether  there  is  any 
thing  in  ^hose  terms  which  can  be  fairly  interpreted  to  prohibit 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Tlie  only  clause  deemed  essential  in  the 
inquiry  is  the  following  condition  coniained  iii  the  deed,  to  wit: 
"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  U.  States, 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  before  men- 
tioned purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  ol  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  U.  States  as  have  be- 
come, or  shall  become,  members  of  the  confederation,  or  fede- 
ral alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure, and  sliall  be  fiithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

This  deed  created  a  trust  in  the  U.  Slates  which  they  are  not 
at  liberty  to  violate.  But  the  deed  does  not  require  that  the  fund 
should  be  disbursed  in  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  ge- 
neral government.  It  makes  no  such  provision  in  express  terms, 
nor  is  such  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  trustee  fairly  deducible 
from  the  language  of  the  deed.  On  the  contrary,  the  language 
of  ihe  deed  seems  to  contemplate  a  separate  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fund  by  the  slates  individually,  rather  than  a  pre- 
servation of  it  Ibr  common  expenditure.  The  fund  itself  is  to  be 
a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  U.  States 
as  have  become,  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federal  alliance,  Virginia  inclusive.  The  grant  is  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  confederation,  but  for  that  of  the  several  states 
which  compose  the  confederation.  The  fund  is  to  be  under 
llie  management  of  the  confederation  collectively,  and  is  so  far 
a  common  t\ind;  but  it  is  to  be  managed  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  stales  individually,  and  is  so  far  a  separate  fund  under  a 
joint  management.  Whilst  there  was  a  debt  existing,  created 
by  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  by  a  subsequent  war,  there 
was  a  fitness  in  applying  the  proceeds  of  a  common  fund  to  the 
discharge  of  a  common  debt,  which  reconciled  all;  but  that 
debt  being  now  discharged,  and  the  general  government  no 
longer  standing  in  need  of  t!ie  fund,  there  is  evident  propriety 
in  a  division  of  it  among  those  for  whose  use  and  benefit  it  was 
oriiiinaily  designed,  and  whose  wants  require  it.  And  the  com- 
mittee cannot  conceive  how  this  appropriation  of  it,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equality  and  justice  among  the  several  states,  can  be 
regarded  as  contrary  to  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  deed. 

A  fund  may  be  common  to  various  copartners  in  the  collec- 
tion, control  and  government  of  it,  and  yet  the  use  and  actual 
enjoyment  may  be  separate  and  individual.  Entertaining  this 
view,  the  committee  thinks  it  would  be  a  departure  from  the 
obligations  of  the  trust  to  cede,  as  the  message  proposes,  the 
whole  trust-property  to  particular  states,  to  the  exclusion  of 
others.  The  committee,  on  the  contrary,  thinks  it  the  duty  of 
congress  to  retain  the  control  of  the  fund,  and  to  administer  it 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  several  states  composing  the 
union. 

2.  But  if  any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  right  of  congress,  under 
the  deeds  of  cession,  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  common 
property  among  tht;  several  states,  it  mnst  vanish  when  we  con- 
sider the  provisions  f)f  the  constitution.  The  parlies  to  the  con- 
stitution were  the  same  as  the  parties  to  the  deeds.  And  the 
adoption  ef  the  constitution  was  as  much  the  separate  act  of 
(!ach  stale  as  was  the  execution  of  the  several  deeds  of  cession. 
The  cinislitution,  too,  followed  the  execution  of  the  deed  by 
Virginia,  and  that  of  every  other  slate  but  one;  and  if  there  be 
any  incompatibility  between  them,  the  constitution,  being  in 
point  of  time  the  last  act,  must  control  the  operation  of  the 
previous  deeds. 

The  language  of  the  constitution  is  explicit:  "The  congress 
shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  ;uid  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonaing 
to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  United  States;  or 
of  any  particular  state."  The  power  to  dispose  of  the  terjitory 
and  other  property  of  the  United  States  is  confided  to  the  sound 
di.-icrction  of  congicss  without  restiiclion.     To  guard  against 
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the  effect  of  the  change  of  government  from  a  loose  confederacy 
to  an  intimate  union,  it  is  declaretl  In  tlie  latter  part  of  tlie  cited 
clause,  that  nothing  in  the  constitution  shall  he  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  Stales.  And,  as  the  siutes 
which  ceded  the  western  lands,  had  ceded  ilicni  with  certain 
reservations,  and  they  or  other  slates  mii^ht  have  claims  of  a 
territorial,  jurisdictional  or  pecuniary  naiiire,  under  the  confe- 
deracy, which  it  was  apprehended,  without  an  express  reserva- 
tion, might  be  affected  by  ihe  change  of  government,  it  was 
further  declared  that  nothing  in  the  cotistilution  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  any  particular  state. 

Whether,  therefore,  the  aulhoiily  of  c()ngr(;ss  is  traced  to  the 
deeds  of  cession  or  to  the  eonstituiion,  the  conimillee  deems  it 
fully  competent  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  is  equally  unfortunate  in  being  obnoxious  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  message  wiiether  it  omits  or  imposes  any  ro 
strictions  upon  the  powers  of  the  state  legi.-latnres  as  to  the 
subsequent  appiopiiaiion  of  the  fund  which  it  projjoses  lo  dis- 
tribute. The  extra  allowance  to  the  new  stales  is  reqiiired  to  be 
expended  on  objects  of  education  and  hiternal  improvement. 
As  has  been  already  shown,  this  restriction  is  in  conformity 
with  a  principle  coeval  wilh  the  land  system,  and  u  liich  has 
been  steadily  adiierud  to  tliroughout  ihe  wiiole  period  of  its  ex- 
istence, by  which  the  sixteenth  section  of  every  township  is 
expressly  set  apart  for  education;  and  in  conformity  with  every 
compact  entered  into  between  Ihe  United  Slates  and  each  of 
the  new  states,  by  which  five  per  cent,  upon  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  in  the  several  new  slates  is  assigned  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement.  The  committee  thinks  that  it  may  safely 
rest  the  delence  of  the  specification  of  the  objects  to  which  the 
extra  allowance  is  to  be  applied  upon  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  government. 

But  if  the  part  of  the  bill  which  limits  the  legislatures  of  the 
new  states  in  the  appropriation  of  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
laudable  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvement,  could 
not  conciliate  the  approbation  of  the  president,  it  might  have 
heen  reasonably  hoped  that  the  other  part  of  it,  coniaining  no 
restriction  whatever  upon  the  local  legislation,  would  have  at 
least  commanded  his  assent.  But  he  objects  to  the  restrictive 
clauses  because  they  are  restiiciive,  and  to  the  unrestricted 
clauses  because  they  are  unrestricted.  The  president  appre- 
hends that  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  turnpike  road  compa- 
ny, the  appropriation  to  which  several  years  ago  did  not  meet 
his  concurrence,  might  possibly  derive  some  aid  from  the  land 
fund,  if  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  that  road  is  situat- 
ed were  left  unrestrained  in  the  application  of  ils  prnporiion  of 
that  fund.  There  are  some  who  would  feel  that  if  any  part  of 
the  fund  were  directed  to  such  a  destination  it  would  only  be 
to  repair  a  wrong  unintenlionally  committed  by  the  president. 
But  the  appropriation  to  that  object  to  which  the  president  ap- 
plied the  veto,  rested  upon  grounds  totally  distinct  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  bill.  That  appropriation  was  made  upon 
the  principle  that  congress  had  the  power  to  apply  any  money 
in  the  public  treasury  to  internal  improvements.  This  bill  is 
based  on  the  ground  that  congress  has  broader  power  over  the 
the  land  fund,  either  under  the  deeds  of  cession,  or  under  the 
constitution,  tlian  it  possesses  over  public  revenue  collected  by 
general  taxation. 

The  objection  to  the  distribution  among  the  states,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equality,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  was  hard- 
ly to  be  anticipated  from  a  chief  magistrate  who  had  recom- 
mended such  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  without  regard  to  the  source  of  their  origin. 
The  committee  is  not  prepared  to  ascent  to  such  a  distribution, 
the  constitutionality  of  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  questiona- 
ble. But  a  division  of  the  land  fund,  if  not  enjoined  by  the 
spirit  of  the  various  deeds  of  cession,  stands  upon  peculiar 
ground,  totally  distinct  from  that  on  which  a  division  of  a  sur- 
plus of  revenue,  arising  from  ordinary  sources  of  taxation,  can 
be  placed. 

The  message  imputes  to  the  bill  the  object  of  creating  a  sur- 
plus for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  But  is  that  an  accurate  re- 
presentation of  the  case.''  The  bill  finds  in  full  operation  a  land 
system,  approved  by  long  experience,  which  nets  to  the  govern- 
ment an  annual  sum  of  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars. 
This  sum  may  be  expected  constantly  to  augment.  The  gene- 
ral government,  just  liberated  from  national  debt,  no  longer 
stands  in  need  of  this  sum,  unless  it  should  become  necessary 
by  wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditure.  The  general  govern- 
ment is  in  possession  of  ample  resources  of  revenue,  and  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  that,  the  most  ample  of  all,  arising 
from  foreign  imports.  The  states  want  the  land  fund,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  divide  it  among  them  according  to  the  just  and 
equitable  rule  of  federal  representative  population.  The  bill 
imposes  no  new  tax,  creates  no  new  revenue,  opens  no  new 
channel.  It  proceeds  upon  an  existing  state  of  things,  which  it 
does  not  disturb,  otherwise  than  by  dividing  among  the  states 
equitably,  in  their  individual  character,  what  is  not  wanted  in 
their  aggregate  condition. 

But  the  message  objects  that  the  general  government  would 
remain  subject  to  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  machinery  of 
the  land  system.  The  bill,  however,  only  proposes  to  divide 
the  net  produce  of  the  public  lands  which  come  into  the  trea- 
sury, subject,  of  course,  to  a  deduction  for  some  charges.  If 
the  general  government  should  continue  to  pay  out  of  the  com- 
mon treasury  a  portion  of  those  charges,  such  as  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  land  office,  &c.  it  would  be  no  more 
than  what  is  done  in  analtjgous  eases.    The  salaries  of  com- 


missioners appointed  under  treaties  with  foreign  powers  to  dig- 
tribute  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  them  to  individual  claim- 
ants for  wrongs  committed  upon  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  are 
always  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.  And,  besides,  the  Piiiall 
amount  which  the  general  government  would  continue  to  pay 
during  the  period  to  which  the  countenance  of  the  act  is  limit- 
ed, for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  several  states,  would 
come  out  of  a  common  treasury  supplied  by  the  same  people  in 
the'ir  collective  character. 

The  commillee  perceives,  with  unaflected  surprise,  the  im- 
putation contained  in  the  message,  of  a  tendency  in  the  bill  un- 
der consideration  towards  consolidation.  Congress  being  the 
common  trustee  for  all  the  states  of  a  fund  created  for  their  be- 
nefit, and  for  no  other  purjiose,  the  hill  presents  an  equitable 
scheme  for  the  division  of  tiiat  fund  among  the  declared  objects 
of  Ihe  trust,  it  that  scheme  had  been  assailed  upon  the  ground 
of  its  fostering  a  s()irit  of  separation  and  disunion,  there  would 
have  been  at  least  more  plausibility  in  the  charge.  'J'he  mes- 
sage su])poses  that  the  states,  by  receiving  their  several  annual 
dividends,  will  be  tempted  into  profuse  ex()endilure,  will  rely 
for  tiieir  pecuniary  resources  upon  the  general  goverment,  and 
will  ullinialely  lose  their  di.stinct  local  character*.  But  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  in  the  distribution  ilsell,  the  states,  as  such, 
in  their  separate  and  sovereign  characters,  are  expressly  recog- 
nized; and  that  the  sum,  although  considerable  if  expended  on 
suitable  and  proper  objects,  is  not  likely  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  each  slate  carefully  cultivating  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue.  It  may  be  safely  alfiiiiied  there  is  much  greater  dan- 
ger of  a  wasteful  expeiniiture  of  tlie  fund  if  retained  in  the  hands 
of  the  general  government,  which  does  not  want  it,  than  if  it  be 
transferred  to  the  hands  of  the  several  state  governments,  which 
do  need  it,  and  whose  habitual  economy  is  commended  in  the 
message.  It  was  never  deemed  by  any  one  that  the  annual 
supply  of  arms  made  by  the  general  government  to  the  several 
slates  tended  to  lessen  their  power,  or  to  augment  that  of  the 
federal  government. 

The  coinmiltee  believes  that  a  mutual  dependence  of  the  two 
systems  of  government  upon  each  other  has  the  happy  efl^ect  of 
strengthening  the  bond  of  common  union.  And,  among  the 
many  considerations  in  favor  of  tlie  bill,  it  is  |)erhaps  the  most 
important,  that  its  direct  and  inevitable  influence  will  be  to  im- 
part additional  strength  to  the  union.  The  public  lands  will 
then  form  an  adamantine  chain  connecting  the  slates  together, 
and  each  will  be  powerfully  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
tiiat  union  which,  for  hundreds  of  years  to  come,  may  annually 
distribute  among  all  ils  sovereign  members  a  vast  fund,  which, 
if  the  union  were  dissolved,  would  be  for  ever  lost  in  the  com- 
motions and  convulsions  that  would  certainly  ensue. 

The  message  implies  an  unmerited  distrust  in  the  capacity  and 
integrity  of  the  state  governments,  and  assumes  for  the  federal 
authority  a  superiority  of  discretion,  which  the  committee 
thinks,  without  meaning  any  thing  derogatory,  it  has  not  al- 
ways displayed  in  the  economical  disbursement  of  public  reve- 
nue. The  bill  is,  besides,  limited  lo  a  short  time;  and  if  it 
should  be  found  to  realise  any  of  the  apprehended  mischiefs,  it 
may  be  suffered  to  expire  altogether,  or  be  subjected  to  such 
modifications  as  experience  shall  indicate  to  be  expedient.  To 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  misapplication  of  the  distribu- 
tive share  of  any  state  to  objects  of  a  minor  ortrivial  nature, the 
bill  contains  a  clause  which  was  left  out  of  that  passed  at  the 
last  session,  by  which  a  specification  is  made  of  the  purposes 
to  which  the  fund  shall  be  appropriated.  No  state  will  venture 
to  violate  this  restriction,  because  it  will  apprehend  that  con- 
gress may  refuse  to  continue  lo  allot  its  dividend  in  conse- 
quence of  such  violation. 

Almost  the  entire  argument  of  the  message  against  the  bill  is 
applied  to  that  [)ortion  of  the  public  lands  ceded  by  the  several 
slates  to  the  United  Slates,  and  situated  within  their  original 
limits,  and  is  founded  upon  the  supposed  repugnance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  deeds  of 
cession.  The  committee  cannot  agree  that  any  such  repug- 
nance in  fact  exists.  On  the  contrary,  it  conceives  that  the 
contemplated  distribution  is  conformable  both  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  those  conditions.  But  there  i.<  no  pretence  for  alleging 
any  want  of  power  in  congress  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  that 
portion  of  the  public  lands  which  have  been  acquired  by  trea- 
ties with  foreign  powers.  The  treaties  themselves  impose  no 
limitation  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  soil  itself,  or  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  it.  And  the  constitutional  provision  which  has 
been  adverted  to  comes  and  covers  these  lands,  and  invests  in 
congress  an  unrestrained  power  of  disposition,  according  to  its 
sound  discretion. 

The  message  slates  that  the  total  expenditure,  incident  to  the 
public  domain,  has  been  ^49,701,280;  and  the  total  receipt  up 
to  the  30lh  September,  1832,  had  been  only  *-38.386,624,  from 
which  the  infiirenc"  is  drawn  that  the  amount  taken  out  of  the 
treasury  has  not  been  re|)laced. — Why  the  .%/A  Scptcmhery 
1832,  was  selected  by  the  message,  the  committee  cannot  con- 
ceive, unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  whole  public  domain  as  a  useless  and  unpro- 
fitable burden,  or  for  the  purpose  of  Imldins  on  to  it  as  a  source 
of  revenue  until  the  treasury  was,reitnbursed  the  sum  which  it 
had  cost.  If  the  president  liad  called  u|)on  the  commissioners 
of  the  land  olfice  for  the  returns  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  up  to  the  30lh  September,  1833,  he  would  have  discover- 
ed that  their  amount  was  q^48,398,.57i  34,  according  to  a  report 
of  that  officer  laid  before  the  senate — more  than  ten  millions  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  stated  in  the  message.  Tliis  is  independent 
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of  4,452,760  acres  of  land  actually  patented  for  services  during 
the  late  war;  of  2,290,937  acres  granted  for  roads  and  canals  in 
several  states;  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  granted  and  set 
apart  for  schools,  academies  and  universities,  and  of  numerous 
other  grants  for  various  purposes.  For  the  greater  part,  if  not 
all  of  these  appropriations  of  the  public  lands,  they  ought  to  be 
fairly  credited. 

The  public  domain,  then,  has  more  than  redeemed  the  cost  of 
its  acquisition  and  management.  But  there  is  still  another 
view  of  this  subject  that  ought  to  be  presented.  The  argument 
in  the  message  is  almost  exclusively  directed  to  that  portion  of 
it  which  is  situated  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  is  from  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession  that  the 
message  attempts  to  deduce  a  restriction  upon  the  power  of  con- 
gress. There  is  no  color  for  that  restriction  as  it  respects  the 
territory  acquired  under  the  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida. 
In  regard  to  that,  as  already  remarked,  the  power  of  congress  to 
dispose  of  it,  unrestrained  by  the  treaties  themselves,  results 
entirely  from  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which  has  been 
herein  before  referred  to.  As  to  the  public  lands  within  the 
ancient  limits  of  the  United  States,  if  there  be  deducted  from 
the  ^49,701,280,  the  twenty  millions  which  Louisiana  and 
Florida  cost,  it  will  leave  only  $29,701,280  chargeable  to  those 
lands — less  indeed  than  that  sum,  for  a  portion  of  that  expendi- 
ture of  $29,701,280  was  on  account  of  the  public  lands  in  Flori- 
da and  Louisiana.  The  total  amount  which  has  been  receiv- 
ed, in  money,  from  tlie  lands  comprehended  within  the  original 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  before  men- 
tioned report  of  the  commissioner,  is  $13,729,718  12,  leaving 
those  lands  creditor  by  the  sum  of  $14,028,428  12,  without  in- 
cluding in  the  account  any  grants  of  land  for  objects  just  allud- 
ed to. 

The  message  argues  llial  the  distribution  proposed  by  the  bill 
is  unjust  towards  the  old  states,  since  it  first  sets  apart  one- 
eightli  for  the  iiew  states,  and  then  divides  seven-eighths  only 
among  all  the  states.  Each  of  the  old  states  therefore,  the  mes- 
sage contends,  wilj  receive  its  proportion  of  but  seven-eighths 
instead  of  the  amount  of  the  whole  proceeds.  The  committee 
believes  that  it  has  stated  sufficient  grounds  of  justification 
upon  which  that  previous  allowance  to  the  new  states  is  to  be 
defended.  But  it  was  not  prepared  to  find  the  same  message 
dissuading  the  old  states  from  agreeing  to  the  distribution  pro- 
posed on  the  allegation  of  partiality  to  the  new  states,  and  urg- 
ing the  new  states  to  dissent  from  it  also,  because  it  was  un 
just  towards  them,  if  the  bill  gives  the  new  states  more  than 
a  fair  proportion  of  a  common  fund,  without  sufficient  consi- 
derations, that  cannot  be  an  objection  both  with  the  old  and 
the  new  states.  But  whilst  the  message  labors  toprove  that 
one  class  of  states  will  receive  too  much,  and  another  too  little, 
instead  of  correcting  the  alleged  injustice  by  proposing  some 
equal  division,  it  recommends  that  the  class  which  it  deems 
too  partially  favored  shall  eventually  receive,  and  the  injured 
class  shall  finally  renounce  for  ever,  the  whole  interest  in  the 
common  properly. 

The  message  supposes  that  it  could  not  have  been  contem- 
plated by  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  the  United  States  should 
continue,  during  a  long  period  of  time,  to  retain  the  right  of  soil 
to  large  tracts  of  land  within  the  limits  of  new  states.     But  the 
deeds  do  expressly  provide  that  these  lands  shall  be  held  for  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  states,  and  for  no  other  purpose;  and 
they  must  continue  so  to  be  held,  whether  the  time  is  long  or 
short,  unless  congress  is  prepared  openly  to  violate  express  con- 
ditions of  the  cessions.     And  why  slrould  they  not  be  so  held.? 
What  injury  is  done  to  the  new  states  by  the  common  govern- 
ment holding  lands  for  the  benefit  of  all  within  the  limits  of 
some? — Past  experience  has  demonstrated  none.     If  these  lands 
were  held  up  at  exorbitant  prices,  and   the  settlement  of  the 
new  states  were  retarded  improperly,  the  case  would  be  altered. 
But  the  price  is  extremely  moderate,  within  the  reach  of  every 
ordinarily  provident  person,  and  the  new  states  are  populating 
with  unexanrplcd  rapidity,  as  is  demonstrated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  manufactures,  and  the  table  accompanying  it, 
Ijerein  before  referred  to.     If  it  were  true  that  the  minimum 
price  of  the  pul)lic  lands  is  too  high  for  one  portion  of  them,  it 
is  equally  true  that  it  is  below  the  value  of  another  portion  of 
them.    And  it  would  be  wrong  to  reduce  the  price  of  those 
which  are  already  low  enough,  for  the  sake  of  those  of  inferior 
quality,  which,  perhaps,  would  not  sell  at  any  price.     It  m\<i\)l 
be  expedient  to  discriminate,  if  it  were  practicable,  as  to  the 
price  of  lands  in  different  states.'    There   are   large  bodies  of 
poor  pine  sandy  lands  in  the  south  western  states,  of  which 
there  is  none  in  the  north  western  states,  that  probably  never 
will  sell  at  the  minimum  price,  if  at  any  price.     But  a  discrimi- 
nation between  the  different  states  would  be  invidious,  and  is 
impracticable.     And  alter  all,  no  great  mischief  is  done  by  not 
offering,   at  reduced   prices,   worthless   lands,   which    nobody 
would  be  much  disposed  to  buy  at  any  price.     In  the  state  of 
Ohio,  all  the  public  lands  have  been  sold  butabout/iye  millions 
of  acres.     In  the  state  of  Illinois,  more  than  nineteen  twen- 
tieths of  the  whole  territory  are  believed  to  be  arable  land;  and 
it  will  undoubtedly  sell,  without  any  reduction  of  price,  in  rea- 
sonable time,  according  to  the  demands  of  a  growing  popula- 
tion.    Would  it  be  right  to  reduce  the  price  of  this  good  farm- 
ing land,  b(!cause  there  happens  to  be  in  Alabama  or  Mississip- 
pilarge  tract.<  of  pine  barren  which  will  possibly  never  sell  at 
any  ptice?  , ,      . 

Nor  docs  the  fact  of  tlmrc  being  a  brge  quantity  of  land  re- 
aiaining  in  the  m.^rKer, -survoyed  and  unsold  for  a  long  timC;  au- 


thorise the  inference  that  it  is  unsold  because  the  price  is  too 
high.  It  has  not  been  sold  because  the  government,  by  con- 
stantly bringing  more  and  more  land  into  the  market,  exposes 
an  aggregate  supply  far  exceeding  the  wants  of  the  population, 
rapid  as  lias  been  its  increase  in  the  new  states.  This  will  be 
manifest  from  one  or  two  facts.  The  total  amount  of  all  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  had  been  sold  up  to  the  30ih  of  September  last, 
that  is  to  say,  during  a  period  of  about  forty  five  years,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  constitution,  was  only 
31,028,436  acres  and  87-100  of  an  acre.  This,  on  an  average 
during  the  entire  term,  is  about  700,000  acres  annually.  The 
total  quantity  surveyed  ami  unsold,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  commissioner,  is  104,206,822  acres  and  46-100  of  an  acre. 
To  this  there  will  be  additions  constantly  made,  as  the  Indian 
title  shall  be  extinguished,  if  the  progress  of  future  sales  were 
to  be  no  greater  than  that  of  the  past,  it  would  require  a  period 
of  more  than  135  years  to  sell  what  is  now  actually  in  market, 
without  including  new  districts  that  may  be  exposed.  But  as 
these  sales  depend  upon  the  wants  of  the  population,  and  as 
these  are  regulated  by  the  increase  of  it,  the  probability  is,  that 
the  quantity  annually  sold,  in  (uture,  will  be  much  greater  than 
the  annual  average  of  that  which  was  sold  during  the  terra 
above  mentioned. — But  making  liberal  allowances  in  this  res- 
pect, many  years  must  elapse  before  the  quantity  now  actually 
in  market  is  disposed  of.  The  true  policy  of  the  government,  in 
regulating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  seems  to  be  so  to  fix  it 
as,  whilst  the  industrious  poor  may  easily  acquire  a  home,  a 
spirit  of  inordinate  speculation  may  be  repressed.  Both  these 
objects  are  believed  to  be  attained  by  the  reasonable  and  mo- 
derate rate  at  which  the  government  now  offers  the  public  do- 
main. 

Entertaining  the  views  and  opinions  which  have  been  herein 
exhibited,  the  committee  finds  itself  unable  to  concur  in  the 
plan  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  which  the  president  pro- 
poses: and  it  agrees  in  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  which 
has  been  referred  to  it.  A  brief  Contrast  between  the  two 
schemes  will  enable  the  senate  better  to  judge  of  their  respec- 
tive merits. 

The  president  conceives  that  the  cessions  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  United  States  were  upon  the  express  conditions  that  they 
should  be  considered  by  the  United  States  as  a  common  fumi 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  sovereign  members  of  the 
union.  He  objects  therefore  to  the  grant  to  the  new  states  of 
one-eighth  of  the  proceeds  within  their  several  limits,  prior  to 
a  general  distribution  of  the  whole  fund.  .Nevertheless,  he  pro- 
poses himself  an  immediate, reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands;  that  they  shall  cease  to  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the 
individual  statef?;  and,  finally,  that,  after  a  few  years  this  vast 
common  property  uhall  be  wholly  surrendered  to  those  new 
states  to  which  congress  cannot,  in  his  opinion,  consistently 
with  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  grant  one-eigthth  part 
of  the  net  proceeds. 

The  bill  assumes,  as  a  basis,  that  all  the  public  Iannis  not  in- 
cluded within  the  acquisitions  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  wrre 
obtained  upon  the  conditions  specified  in  the  deeds  of  cession^ 
[t  supposes  that  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  are  brought 
into  tile  common  treasury,  or  distributed,  upon  terms  of  jusl 
equality  among  the  several  states,  the  spirit  and  object  of  the 
deeds  of  cession  are  fully  answered.  The  bill  proceeds  upon 
the  principle  that  the  United  States  cannot  abandon  the  trust 
which  the  deeds  created,  and  which  they  deliberately  accepted, 
without  a  manifest  violation  of  duty,  and  without  absolute  in- 
justice to  the  old  states.  It  does  not  propose,  therefore,  a  sur- 
render of  the  trust  property  to  the  new  states,  but  contemplates 
the  general  government  continuing  to  perform  all  the  duties  in- 
cident to  the  trust,  and  retaining  the  control  over  the  property 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  states,  when  the  proceeds  of  salesi 
of  it  are  wanted  by  them,  and  not  by  the  general  government, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  government  in  the  event  of 
war.  And  this  mutual  use  of  the  fund  is  limited  to  a  short 
period,  to  test,  by  experience,  its  expediency. — The  bill  assigns 
to  the  new  states,  prior  to  the  general  division  of  the  fund 
which  it  authorises,  one-eighth  part  of  the  proceeds  arising; 
within  their  respective  limits,  upon  considerations  which  the 
committee  deems  satisfactory,  and  according  to  established  pre- 
cedents. And,  finally,  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  ex- 
ist as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  congress  growing  oat  of  the 
language  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  no  objection  can  be  raised 
t>om  that  source  as  to  any  disposition,  under  the  terms  of  the 
constitution,  which  congress  may  think  proper  to  make  of  the 
proceeds  of  that  largest  portion  of  the  public  lands  acquired  un- 
der the  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida. 

The  bill  provides  for  a  distribution  of  the  fund  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during  the  last  year.  Such  would 
have  been  its  operation  if  the  i>resident  had  approved  it;  or 
if,  returning  it  to  the  last  congress  with  his  objections,  it  had 
been  passed  notwithstanding  those  objections.  As  congress 
was  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  passing  upon  the  bill  after  it 
had  been  submitted  to  the  president,  by  his  withholding  it,  the 
committee  thinks  it  just  to  give  it  the  eflect  which  itwouhl  have 
had  ifjiassed  at  the  last  session.  The  gross  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  during  the  last  year  are  understood  to  be  upwards  of  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  but  the  precise  amount  will  be  as- 
certained when  a  call  which  has  been  made  for  it  shall  be  an- 
swered. The  committee  therefore  reports  the  bill,  distributing 
that  sum  after  proper  deductions  shall  be  made  exhibiting  the 
net  aiuounti 
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September,  1831,  and  Ilie  30lli  of  Se|)lenil)er,  1833,  with  tlie 
compeiisaiion  of  eacli,"  is  llie  official  paper  furnislied  in  obe- 
dience to  tliis  resolution,  and  is  the  first  publication  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  incidental  exp^;nses  that  has  ever  been  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requiaitions  of  law. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  enterpose  the  check  of 
public  opuiion  to  arrest  the  abuse  of  official  patronage  to  prin- 
ters, no  other  check  havinij;  been  provided.  To  the  end,  also, 
that  this  patronage  might  not  be  abused,  without  detection,  by 
employing  the  owners  of  the  press,  in  any  other  way  than  in 
printing,  it  provided  that  the  list  to  be  furnished  should  em- 
brace all  printers  in  any  u-ay  employed,  with  the  compensation 
to  each,  no  matter  for  what  allowed.  If  a  printer  be  a  w^il 
contractor,  it  was  intended  by  the  resolution  that  tlie  hiCt 
should  appear.  If  any  one  of  those  who  control  the  public 
press  enjoys  for  years  a  monopoly  in  supplying  the  department 
with  articles  to  the  great  profit  of  the  contractor,  the  fact  was 
designed  to  be  shown,  in  order  that  the  public  might  judge  of 
the  extent  and  influence  of  the  executive  patronage  over  the 
press  go  controlled.  But,  so  far  from  accomplishing  tliis,  or  any 
other  proper  object  of  this  part  of  the  resolution,  it  has  been 
the  means  of  eliciting  a  report  from  tlie  post  office  department 
precisely  adapted  to  mislead  the  public  in  reference  to  the 
whole  subject. 

On  the  list  of  printers  in  the  Blue  Book,  True  and  Greene, 
proprietors  and  printers  of  the  Boston  Statesmen,  are  thus 
stated  to  be  employed: 

True  &  Greene,  for  printing  blanks,  ^6,69-2  7.5 

For  advertising  proposals,  206  50 


Total  compensation  reported  in  the  Blue  Bonk,  6,899  25 

But  the  exhibit  now  made  by  the  account  of  the  department, 
hereto  appended,  shows  that  they  have  been  employed  during 
the  whole  time,  (as  the  present  postmaster  general  had  in  fact 
for  years  before  employed  them),  in  furnishing  paper,  printed 
blanks  and  twine,  to  the  amount  of  $29,907  75. 
See  the  account  for  the  following  items: 

1832.  January  25,  True  &  Greene's  compensation  for  fur- 
nishing blanks,  paper  and  tyine,  to  various  post  offices  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  from  1st  October  to  Slst  December,  1831, 
inclusive,       .,^*.'"  3,944  10 

May  9.  True  &  Greene's  compensation  for  fur- 
nishing paper  and  twine,  &,c.  from  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  31st  of  March,  1832,  inclusive,  2,144  35 

Aug.  27.  True  &  Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  30th  June,  1832,  2,824  10 

Dec.  15.  True  &  Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  1st  July. to' the  30th  September,  1832,         2,455  05 

1833.  March  23.  True  &  Greene,  do.  for  blanks, 
paper,  and  twine,  from  Isl  October,  1832.  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1832,  2,164  85 

April  23.  True  &  Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  Isl  October,  1832,  to  15th  April,  1833,  3,727  23 

July  24.  True  &  Greene,  for  paper,  blanks  and 
twine,  from  1st  October,  1833,  to  30ih  Sept.  1833,  3,022  12 

Oct.  16.  True  &  Greene,  for  blanks,  paper,  and 
twine,  from  1st  April  to  Isl  Oct.  1833,  9,625  95 


Real  compensation,  $29,907  75 

So  that  the  printers  of  "the  Boston  Statesman,"  thus  em- 
ployed by  the  department,  received  compensation  for  the  arti- 
cles which  they  were  employed  to  furnish,  witliin  the  period 
named  in  the  resolution,  exceeding,  by  $23,008  50,  the  sums 
published  by  the  department  in  the  Blue  Book. 

And  from  an  accinaie  examination  of  the  original  vouchers 
for  these  payments  to  them,  the  following  facts  appear: 

First,  that  the  real  sum  paid  for  "the  printed  blanks,"  in- 
cluding the  press  work,  type  setting,  and  the  paper  on  which 
the  blanks  were  actually  printed,  was  ^16,463  25 

And  that  the  real  sum  paid  for  wrapping  paper 
and  twine,  was  13,444  50 

29,907  75 
So  that  the  sum  paid  for  the  printed  blanks  alone 
exceeds  the  sums  published  in  the  Blue  Book,  by         $9,564  00 
Secondly.     It  appears  that  the  only  evidence  upon    which 
these  large   sums  were  paid,  is   the   certificate  of  Nathaniel 
Greene,  the  postmaster  at  Boston.     He  is  the  brother  of  Charles 
G.  Greene,  of  the  firm  of  True  &.  Greene.     He  undertakes  to 
certify,  in  all   cases,  that  blanks,  paper  and  twine,  were  fur- 
nished  to  the  various  postmasters  "in   New  York  and  else- 
where," of  the  quality  staled  in  these  vouchers.     He  is  the 
same  person  who  edited  "the  Boston  Statesman,"  before   that 
press  was  transferred  to  its  present  proprietors,  and,  from  the 
information  we  have,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  postmaster  hira- 
eir  was  fnterestcd  in  it  at  the  time  of  granting  his  certificates. 
Vol.  XLVI     Sig.  20. 


This  is  but  one  of  a  class  of  cases  presented  by  "the  inciden- 
tal expenses,"  and  we  think  it  proper  to  remark,  that,  profita- 
ble as  sucli  contracts  are,  there  is  no  competition  admitted  (or 
them;  no  adv<;rtiseincnt,  or  other  notice,  invites  other  persons 
to  enter  the  lists  in  rivalry  with  the  favored  newspaper  editor 
n(ton  whom  such  compensation  is  to  be  bestowed.  Establish- 
ed in  a  city  where  its  ()atronage  from  other  sources  than  execu- 
tive favor  was  probably  not  very  great,  the  press  of  "the  Bos- 
ton Siatesnuin"  appears  by  the  vouchers  and  receipts,  to  have 
been  sustained  in  the  year  1832,  when  the  last  presidential  elec- 
tion occurred,  by  the  employment  of  its  proprietors  in  render- 
ing services  to  the  amount  of  neatly  sixteen  thousand  dollars, 
which  were  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  this  department. 

And  now  it  also  appears  tliat  Hill  and  Bariciu,  (printers  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Patriot),  were  allowed,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod when  True  nccf  Vc-ccvn  n.'.v.^  employed,  $7,543  26  "fur 
\)lanks,  paper  arid  twine,'"  v,t'\vK\G'.;  ><j4,-2.ib  83  was  for  printing 
blanks,  though  the  sums  appearing  in  the  Blue  Book,  as  paid  to 
them,  amount  only  lo$l,494  36. 

Horatio  Hill  also  had  mail  contracts  for  which  he  received 
6,272  dollars,  with  "newspaper  privilege,"  as  we  have  seen, 
though  the  Blue  Book  does  not  notice  the  fact  in  the  list  of 
printers;  and  Hill  and  Abbot  a[)pear  also  on  the  list  of  mail  con- 
tractors, both  for  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  with  Hill  and 
Morse,  T.  S.  Abbot  and  Co.  Hill  and  Crane,  and  BaUbit  and 
Hill. 

During  the  same  period,  Shadrach  Penn,  who  is  the  printed 
and  proprietor  of  the  Louisville  Public  Advertiser,  was  em- 
ployed to  furnisli  blanks,  paper  and  twine,  to  the  amount  of 
$9,566  36,  although  in  the  Blue  Book  his  name  appears  on  the 
list  of  printers,  as  in  any  way  employed  by  the  department, 
only  for  the  sum  of  $2,297  91.  Other  sums  were  paid  within 
the  same  period  to  other  persons,  for  "paper  and  twine," 
amounting  to  $24,562  61.  The  sums  allowed  during  these  two 
years,  as  appears  by  the  vouchers  and  accounts  for  printed 
blanks,  paper  and  twine,  (not  including  the  large  sums  paid  to 
other  editors  for  printin;,' "mail  proposals,")  amount  to  more 
than  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

The  account  now  exhibited  by  the  department  shows  that 
Francis  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe,  received,  from  the  30ih 
of  December,  1831,  to  the  26th  of  October,  1833,  inclusive,  the 
sum  of  $21,634  90.  He  appears  in  the  Blue  Book  for  only 
$14,371  57.  But  as  the  department,  on  the  application  of  the 
committee,  sent  us  only  a  part  of  the  vouchers  for  this  account, 
and  deferred  sending  the  rest  until  it  is  now  too  late  to  ex- 
amine them  in  time  for  this  report,  we  cannot  say  how  far  the 
official  statement  in  the  register  is  correct  or  incorrect.  The 
rates  at  which  this  printer  is  employed  are  enormous,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  are  not  to  be  justified  by  reference  to  any  thing 
which  has  occured  in  the  past  history  of  this  department.  We 
herewith  submit  a  specimen  of  the  sums  paid  him  for  advertis- 
ing; and  accompanying  the  same  is  a  statement  of  the  rates  and 
sums  allowed  for  printing  advertisements  in  July,  1830.  The 
sum  allowed  for  printing  these  advertisements  is,  it  will  be  seen, 
about  four  liniesihe  amount  then  paid  for  them.  See  the  state- 
ments marked  X. 

During  the  interesting  period  between  the  1st  of  July  and  the 
.30th  of  Dec.  1832,  the  "incidental  expenses"  were  $22,958  07. 
Within  that  time  $13,673  31  was  paid  for  printing  to  the  editors 
and  printers  of  newspapers,  besides  $5,166  15  for  other  articles 
by  tliem  supplied.  Of  the  sum  so  paid  to  printers,  Francis  P. 
Blair  received  $8,386  50  "for  printing  proposals  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  the  20lh  of  July,  18.32,  to  the  11th  October,  1832,"  a 
period  of  two  months  and  twenty-two  days.  The  period  im- 
mediately precedinu  the  presidential  election  was  the  time  se- 
lected for  paying  from  this  department  to  this  single  editor 
about  one  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  tor  every  day  his  paper 
issued  from  the  press.  At  the  same  time  "the  mail  propo?als" 
appeared  not  only  in  the  city  prints,  and  others  having  exten- 
sive circulation  in  difTerent  parts  of  the  country,  but  in  the 
most  obscure  country  papers,  some  of  which,  having  consum- 
ed the  aliment  they  ted  on,  have  since  perished  for  the  want  of 
it.  We  present  a  few  examples,  and  inquire  for  what  possible 
purpose,  except  that  of  supporting  a  party  press,  while  an  ex- 
cited political  canvass  was  proceeding  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  were  the  following  expenditures  made? 
1832.  Mack  and  Andrews,  for  publishing  proposals 
for  carrying  the  United  States  mail  in  New  York, 
31st  October,  1832  $365  25 

Bryan  &,  Lesph  &  Co.  for  ditto  in  New  York,  10th 

September,  1832,  441  90 

James  Striker,  for  ditto,  in  N.  York,29th  Novem- 
ber, 1832,  416  10 
James   Wright,  for  publishing  in  "Sandy  Hill  He- 
rald," New  York,  proposals  for  carrying  the  mail 
in  New  York,  12ih  July,  till  September,  l83-<i.  413  10 


.$1,636  26 
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184  00 


It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  account  now  furnished  by 
the  department,  that  wiiiie  the  Globe  weekly,  somi-weekly  and 
daily,  was  publishing  these  very  <'inail  proposals"  for  the  whole 
union;  and  while  the  Albany  Argus  and  the  Courier  &  Enquirer 
were  publishing  the  same  for  the  state  of  New  York,  and  trans- 
milting  them  to  every  part  of  the  state  from  which  a  bid  could 
be  expected,  these  four  papers,  some  of  them  scarcely  circulat 
ing  through  a  single  county  in  the  interior,  and  published  two 
or^three  times  a  week,  were  kept  up  at  an  expense  of  ;|1,636  35 
for  two  months'  printing  of  the  mail  proposals  for  the  whole 
state.  For  these  and  other  similar  expenditures,  now  brought 
to  light  by  the  document  annexed,  we  can  perceive  no  prece 
dents  in  the  former  history  of  the  department. 

The  year  1832  was  also  distinguished  by  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses incurred  for  the  services  of  sundry  agents  and  secret 
emissaries  who  were  put  in  motion  at  an  expense  of  nearly  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  that  year.  These  trips  of  investigation  do 
not  all  appear  on  the  face  of  the  account.  The  sum  of  6,005 
is  credited  for  sums  paid  to  S.  Gouverneur,  the  postnmster  at 
New  York.  From  an  endorsement  on  one  of  the  vouchers  to 
support  this  charge,  it  appears  that  he  has  received  credit  on 
the  books  of  the  department  for  tliat  amount,  by  him  paid,  for 
the  incidental  expenses  of  his  ofBce,  from  whicli  we  infer  that, 
by  the  direction  of  the  department,  he  made  these  payments, 
and  was  allowed  them  on  settlement  for  postages.  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur is  not  responsible  for  these  payments  ordered  by  tiie 
department.  Among  the  receipts'^  owe  of  P.  S.  Loughborough, 
travelling  agent,  for  one  hu.'/dred  dollars  paid  him  on  the  4th 
day  of  June,  1832;  and  seven  of  Barnabas  Bates,  another  tra- 
veller, for  $1,253  cash,  paid  him  as  "special  agent,"  between 
the  1st  of  August  and  the  12th  of  December,  1832,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Barnabas  Bates,  in  October,  1833,  presented  an  account, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  literal  copy. 

"General  post  office, 

"To  B.,  Bates,  special  agent 

"1833.     April  30. 
To  services  from  July  1,  1832,  to  date,  304  days,  at 
$3  per  diem, 

Do.  do.  expenses  during  the  same,  $2  50 

Do.  do.  steamboat  and  stage  fare,       do. 

$1,856  00 
So  that  Mr.  Barnabas  Bates  set  a  good  price  on  his  travels, 
and  although,  by  an  endorsement,  it  appears  that  Mr.  C.  K. 
Gardner,  the  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  doubled  about  the 
allowance  of  50  cents  of  the  $2  50  per  diem  for  "expenses," 
in  addition  to  the  "per  diem  for  services,"  and  the  "steamboat 
and  stage  fare;"  yet,  on  putting  the  question  endorsed  on  the 
voucher— "shall  the  additional  fifty  cents  be  allowed  under  the 
circumstances?"  the  postmaster  general  underwrites— "allow- 
ed;" and  on  the  15th  of  October,  1833,  Mr.  Bates  gives  a  receipt 
for  a  credit  allowed  him  on  account  for  the  whole  amount  of 
1,856  dollars.  The  most  curious  part  of  this  matter,  however, 
is,  that  the  department  has  directed  Mr.  Gouverneur  to  pay 
these  agents  for  travelling,  as  it  appears  they  did,  as  "special 
agents,"  in  New  York  and  New  England,  and  tlien  covered 
and  concealed  the  charges  under  the  name  of^Hncidental  ex- 
penses of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York."  By  the  re- 
turns for  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  it  also  appears  that  P.  S. 
Loughborough,  who  receives  an  annual  salary  from  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  as  "general 
agent"  of  the  post  office  department,  was  paid  in  addition 
thereto  the  sum  of  ^2,467  66  as  "special  agent,"  for  expenses 
in  travelling  in  Virginia,  New  York  and  the  western  states,  per 
order  of  the  postmaster  general,  from  the  1st  November,  1831, 
to  31at  December,  1832,  making  the  whole  sum  paid  that  officer 
during  that  period  $4,067  66.  During  the  same  period,  it  will 
be  seen  from  the  account  that  other  agents  received  $4,099  40, 
which,  with  the  payment  to  Bates,  made  by  Gouverneur,  make 
$9,510  66  for  travelling  agents  in  about  one  year.  It  is  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  by  O.  B.  Brown,  that  Mr.  Ijough- 
borough  started  on  another  trip  of  investigation  about  four 
weeks  ago. 

Finally,  the  incidental  expenses  from  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1834,  by  the  returns  made  for  the  four  first 
years,  and  the  postmaster  general's  estimates  for  the  last, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  $357,579  04;  thus  exceeding  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  five  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1829,  by  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  dollars.  The  nesessity  for  legal  restraint  in 
this  matter,  we  think  too  apparent  to  require  further  comment; 
and  we  now  dismiss,  this  part  of  the  «ubject. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  have  found  the  affairs  of  the 
department  in  a  state  of  utter  derangement,  resulting,  as  it  is 
believed,  from  the  uncontrolled  discretion  exercised  by  its  of- 
ficers over  its  contracts  and  its  funds;  and  their  habitual  eva- 
sion, and  in  some  instances  their  total  disregard  of  the  laws 
which  have  been  provided  for  their  restraint.  And  your  com- 
mittee see  no  means  within  the  power  of  congress  of  extricat- 
ing il  from  its  present  condition,  and  restoring  it  to  healthy  and 
efficient  action,  without  providing  by  law  a  more  strict  .system 
for  its  government;  prescribing  to  its  officers  more  special  rules 
for  the  performance  of  their  several  duties;  taking  from  them,  as 
far  as  possible,  all  discretion,  where  the  acceptance  of  a  con- 
tract, or  the  disbursement  of  money  is  concerned;  establishing  a 
ntoce  strict  system  of  accountability,  and  enforcing  an  observ- 
ance of  the  laws  by  penal  enautment. 


Should  congress  advance  out  of  the  treasury  for  the  suppoit 
of  the  department,  the  sum  of  money  asked  for  by  the  post 
master  seneral,  or  even  the  whole  amount  of  its  debts,  it  is  not 
prnhable,  while  under  the  management  of  its  present  officers, 
with  no  other  means  than  now  exist  to  control  and  restrain 
lliem,  Ihat  its  debts  would  be  liquidated,  or  its  efficiency  re- 
stored. Under  tiiis  impression  and  belief,  your  committee  can- 
not recommend  the  appropriation  of  any  money  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  departtnenl  until  there  be  some  further  guarantee 
for  its  proper  and  judicious  application. 

Your  committee,  reserving  the  rigiit  to  make  a  further  report 
on  these  subjects  hereafter,  respectfully  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions. 

[The  resolution  were  published  in  the  last  Register,  page 
261.] 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY 

Of  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 
[Mr.  Grundy  presented  the  following  paper  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  the   commiltee,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  appended  to,  and  printed  with  the  report  of  the  majori- 
ty-] 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  five  members  composing  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  29th  March  last,  di- 
recting an  examination  to  be  made  into  the  present  condition 
of  the  post  office  department,  dilTering  essentially  in  their  views, 
from  the  majority  of  the  commiltee,  consider  it  their  duty  to 
present  a  statement  of  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  which  it  is 
believed  is  lully  sustained  by  the  testimony  taken,  and  by  the 
books  and  documents  of  the  department. 

The  cornmitiee  were  agreed  in  ihe  opinion,  that  it  was  a  duty 
which  they  owed,  no  less  to  the  postmaster  general  himself, 
than  to  the  public,  to  give  all  the  brandies  of  that  department 
as  thorough  an  examination  as  practicable. 

The  first  and  leading  point  which  attracted  attention,  was  its 
financial  condition.  The  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  of 
November  30th,  1832,  showed  an  expenditure,  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  of  that  year,  exceeding  the  amount  of'  revenue 
for  the  same  period,  by  $7,530  18.  It  also  showed  an  increase, 
in  the  amount  of  mail  transportation,  within  the  same  period,  at 
the  rate  of  8,156,392  miles,  equal  to  upwards  of  a  million  of 
miles  more  than  half  of  the  whole  annual  transportation  of  the 
mail  in  1829.  It  also  showed  a  surplus  of  available  funds  at  ihe 
disposal  of  the  department,  to  the  amount  of  $302,811  40.  The 
report  of  the  postmaster  general  of  November  30th,  1833,  show- 
ed that  the  expenses  for  transportation  of  the  mail,  prior  to  the 
1st  July,  1829,  had  been  $64,248  76  more  than  had  been  report- 
ed; and,  that  the  expenses  for  the  same  object  from  Uie  first  of 
July,  1829,  to  the  first  of  July,  1832,  had  been  $141,407  31,  mak- 
ing together  an  expense  of  $205,656  07  beyond  the  amount 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  latter  peiiod.  This  exceeded 
the  sum  reported  as  a  surplus  on  that  day,  and  left  an  actual 
deficit,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  of  $2,844  67  beyond  the  whole 
amount  of  available  funds,  including  all  postages  wlii-ch  had  ac- 
crued prior  to  that  day.  The  same  report  showed  an  increase 
in  the  transportation  of  t.he  mail,  within  the  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1833,  at  the  annual  rate  of  3,229,464  miles;  and  an  excess 
of  exportation  beyond  the  revenue  of  the  department,  to  the 
amount  of  $195,208  40.  The  report  also  exhibited  the  annual 
expense  of  transportation  to  be,  at  the  time  of  making  the  re- 
port, $2,033,289  42,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depart*- 
merit,  about  $90,000,  maKing  together  the  aggregate  expense, 
for  the  year  which  will  end  the  30ih  June,  1834,  $2,123,289  42, 
while  the  net  proceeds  of  postages,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1833,  was  but  $1,790,254  65.  This  excess  of  expense 
must  necessarily  have  continued  t»  the  close  of  the  year  1833, 
from  which  period  the  retrenchments  were  to  commence;  which 
the  postmaster  general  stated  in  his  report  to  have  been  direct- 
ed. Taking  the  report  for  a  basis  on  which  to  raise  the  calcu- 
lation, and  the  expenses  of  the  department  will  have  been,  from 
July  1,  1833,  to  December  31, 1833  $1,061,644  71 

The  net  proceeds  of  postages  for  the  same  period, 

as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  941,368  61 


Leaving  a  deficit  for  the  half  year,  ending  31st 

December,  1833,  of 
Add  to  this  the  deficit  existing  July  1,  1833 


120,276  10 
195,208  40 


And  the  total  deficit  on  the  1st  January,  1834, 

would  be  316,454  50 

The  retrenchments  which  were  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  of 

January,  of  the  current  year,  ought  to  have  reduced  this  deficit 

below  th(!  Slim  of  $300,000  by  the  1st  of  April.     The  condition 

of  the  department  appears  to  have  been  at  that  time,  as  nearly 

as  we  can  ascertain,  as  follows: 

Due  to  contractors,  as  per  document  No.  2,  for  services  prior 
to  January  1st,  1834  $190,000  00 

Ditto,  from  January  Ist  to  April  1st,  1834  445,000  00 


Total  to  April  Ist,  1834 

Due  to  banks  for  loans  and  over  draughts,  Uth 
April,  1834 

Total  amount  due 


635,000  00 
451,599  48 

$1,086,599  48 
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800,000  00 


Amount  brought  forward,  $1,086,599  48 

Due  to  the  department,  on  1st  April,  from  post- 
masters and  available, 
To  January  1st,  1834  $300,000  ) 

From  January  1st  to  April  1st,  1834        500,000  5 

Balance  against  the  department  to  April  1st,  1834, 
To  this  must  be  added,  the  interest,  payable  to 

tlie  1st  of  May,  1834,  as  per  document  No.  3, 

amounting  to 


286,599  48 


5,510  00 


And  the  whole  deficit  is  $292,109  48 

In  the  above  estimate  of  $300,000,  due  to  the  department  on 
the  1st  of  April  last,  of  postages  which  accrued  prior  to  the  1st 
of  January,  there  ia  no  possibility  of  testing  its  accuracy  by  any 
other  estimate,  because  it  is  not  an  estimate  of  the  postages  that 
accrued  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1833, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  had  been  collected  before  the  1st 
of  April,  but  it  embraces  all  the  remaining  balances  due  to  the 
department  on  the  1st  of  April,  of  all  the  postages  which  had 
accrued  from  the  beginning  of  the  government,  so  far  as  they 
are  believed  to  be  available.  It  must  be  obvious,  therefore,  that 
no  correct  estimate  can  be  made  of  their  amount,  without  going 
over  every  account,  many  thousands  in  number,  striking  the 
balance  of  each,  and  adding  these  balances  together.  This  we 
have  not  done,  and  the  labor  which  it  would  require  is  so  great 
as  to  render  it  impracticable  at  this  time. 

It  is  also  proper  to  observe,  that  of  the  $500,000,  estimated  as 
the  proceeds  of  tlie  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  March,  18.34, 
a  part  had  been  paid  over  by  dtposites  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 
partment, before  ihe  termination  of  that  quarter;  but  so  far  as 
they  had  been  thus  paid  over,  they  had  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  against  the  department;  so  that  if  their  payment 
in  part  lessened  the  amount  due  to  the  department,  their  appli- 
cation lessened  in  the  same  degree  the  amount  due  from  the  de- 
*      parlment. 

It  should  here  be  noticed,  that  many  of  the  postmasters,  in 
the  most  productive  post  offices,  are  required,  by  ihe  regulations 
of  the  department,  to  deposite  to  its  credit  in  bank,  a  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  their  offices  before  the  close  of  the  quarter. 
Some  of  these  make  their  deposite  weekly,  some  monthly,  and 
some  not  till  after  the  end  of  the  quarter.  Of  the  postage  col- 
lected at  the  several  post  offices,  it  is  estitnated  that  about  one- 
half,  or  a  little  more  than  one-half,  is  deposited  in  banks,  and 
the  remainder  is  drawn  by  draughts  on  postmasters  in  favor  of 
contractors.  Of  the  amount  deposited  in  banks,  it  is  estimated 
that  about  one-half  is  deposited  before  the  close  of  the  quarter; 
so  that  the  amount  thus  deposited  of  the  current  proceeds,  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  quarter,  is  estimated  at  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  proceeds  of  the  quarter,  and  is  available  by  the  de- 
partment to  the  payment  of  transportation,  for  services  render- 
ed during  the  preceding  quarter.  The  compensation  for  servi- 
ces rendered  for  transportation  in  one  quarter  being  payable  in 
the  next.  This,  however,  does  not  affect  the  means  of  the  de- 
partment for  meeting  its  engagements,  because  the  same  means 
recur  by  the  current  deposites,  to  an  amount,  at  least  equal,  in 
every  successive  quarter.  It  would  only  produce  this  result: 
^  that  if  the  department  were  to  close  its  operations,  and  wind  up 
its  business,  at  the  termination  of  any  quarter,  it  would  be  found 
about  one  month  behind  hand  in  its  resources,  beyond  what  it 
would  be  if  its  operations  continued.  These  current  payments 
have  always  been  relied  upon  by  the  department,  and  while  it 
continues  its  operations,  they  can  never  fail.  They  do  not, 
therefore,  sensibly  affect  the  statement  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  department. 

By  the  last  report  of  the  late  postmaster  general,  17th  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail,  at  that  time, 
was  13,610,039  miles.  From  the  reports  of  the  present  post- 
master general,  which  report  is  corroborated  by  a  statement  of 
all  the  mail  routes,  with  their  distances,  and  the  frequency  of 
transportation  on  each,  it  appears  that  the  annual  amount  of 
transportation  of  the  mail,  on  the  1st  July,  1832,  was  23,625,021 
miles;  and  on  the  1st  July,  1833,  it  appears  to  have  been  further 
increased  to  26,854,485  miles,  nearly  double  the  amount  of  what 
it  was  when  the  present  incumbent  took  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  also  appears,  from  the  reports  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral to  the  senate,  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  allowances  to  contractors  for  extra  services,  by  which 
this  great  increase  of  transportation  was  mainly  effected,  was 
$485,662  41  per  annum.  To  this  sum  should  be  added  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  into  effect  the  law  of  the  15th  of  June,  1832, 
establishing  additional  post  routes,  which  is  estimated  in  the 
report  of  3d  of  March,  (last  page),  at  $125,341  88.  On  these 
new  routes,  no  revenue  of  any  considerable  amount  could  be 
expected  for  some  time,  especially  for  the  first  one  or  two  years. 
The  allowances  for  these  extra  services  (all  taken  together), 
appear  to  be  quite  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  when  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  additional  services  rendered;  and 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  expense  of  establishing  the  new 
mail  routes,  required  by  the  law  of  1832,  and  the  loss  of  reve- 
nue occasioned  by  the  extension  of  the  franking  privilege  to 
members  of  congress,  throughout  the  year,  and  the  circumstance 
of  the  expenses  in  1829  being  much  greater  than  the  revenues 
of  the  department,  the  present  deficit  is  fully  accounted  for. 
These  extra  services  were  designed  for  no  other  end  than  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  At  the  earnest  solici'tatien  of  many 
citizens,  urged  in  most  cases  by  members  of  congress,  and  others 
high  in  public  confidence,  the  facilities  were  granted  by  the 


postmaster  general,  and  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  community. 

In  his  great  desire  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  every  section  of  the 
country,  and  to  render  the  department  as  extensively  useful  as 
possible,  he  has  gone  too  far,  because  he  has  exceeded  the  mo- 
neyed means  of  his  department.  But  he  appears,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned  in  his  report,  which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  senate,  to  have  been  unapprrzed  of  the  exact  condition  of 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  department,  till  the  deficiencica 
actually  appeared.  He  then  made  the  investigation,  which  re- 
sulted in  disclosing  the  cause,  and  applied  the  corrective  with 
as  much  promptness  as  the  public  interest  would  admit. 

The  want  of  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  postoffice  de- 
partment by  law,  is  calculated  to  |)rodnce  embarrass-inent,  and 
often  to  subject  its  head  to  unmerited  animadversion.  The 
other  departments  of  the  government  are  organized  with  sub- 
ofiicers,  holding  their  a[)pointmGnts  from  the  executive,  who 
superintend  the  difl^erent  brandies,  and  share  the  responsibility. 
The  post  office  department  was  but  small  in  the  beginning,  and 
has  grown  rapidly  into  its  present  magnitude  and  importance. 
To  this  circumstance  it  is  probably  owing  that  it  has  hitherto 
been  left  without  proper  organization.  The  individual  who 
may  happen  to  be  at  its  head,  is  held  responsible  for  every  thing; 
though  its  business  is  so  multifarious  and  extended  that  no  in- 
dividual can  possibly  superintend  all  its  branches.  It  was  for- 
merly the  case,  that  all  its  funds  were  at  the  disposal  of  a  single 
person,  without  any  check  whatever  upon  him,  or  even  the 
means  of  knowing  whether  the  surplus  funds  were  in  deposite, 
or  diverted  from  their  legitimate  object.  The  present  incum- 
bent has  established  a  rule  which  is  calculated  to  prevent  abuse. 
No  moneys  can  now  pass  into  the  hands  of  an  individual,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  officers  of  the  department. 
If  it  be  a  payment  for  transportation,  it  requires  the  requisition 
of  the  principal  pay-clerk,  and  a  check  signed  by  the  treasurer 
and  by  an  assistant,  postmaster  general,  before  the  money  can 
be  drawn.  If  for  any  other  purpose,  it  requires  the  requisition 
of  the  postmaster  general  himself,  or  an  account  audited  by  one 
officer,  and  approved  by  another,  and  a  check  in  either  case  to 
be  signed  by  both  these  officers,  before  the  money  can  be  drawn. 
This  we  conceive  to  be  a  very  salutary  improvement  in  the 
financial  operations  of  the  department,  and  well  calculated  to 
prevent  abuses;  but  as  it  is  only  a  regulation  of  the  postmaster 
general,  it  is  subject  to  change  at  his  pleasure.  He  has  indeed 
given  to  the  system  all  the  effect  which  he  has  the  power  of 
doing;  but  to  give  it  permanency,  so  as  to  constitute  a  perpetual 
and  effectual  barrier  against  abuse,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
should  have  the  sanction  of  law;  and  that  the  officers  exercising 
these  powers  should  hold  their  offices,  as  in  other  departments, 
not  at  the  pleasure  of  the  person  who  may  fill  the  place  of  the 
head  of  the  department,  but  of  the  president  and  senate. 

The  last  report  of  the  late  postmaster  general  showed  that  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  exceeded 
the  revenues  of  the  department  upwards  of  $25,000.  Between 
that  time  and  the  following  March,  when  he  left  the  department, 
the  contracts  had  been  made  for  the  new  routes,  established  by 
the  law  of  1828,  involving  a  very  considerable  increase  of  ex- 
pense. The  present  postmaster  general  took  charge  of  the  de- 
partment in  April,  1829,  and  his  first  report  showed  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  July  1st  1829,  were 
nearly  $75,000  more  than  all  its  revenues  for  the  same  period. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  course  of  administering  the  department 
which  produced  the  deficit  in  its  means,  began  as  early  as  1827, 
or  the  commencement  of  1828,  and  has  continued  from  that  pe- 
riod to  the  close  of  the  last  year.  To  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  the  postmaster  general  resorted  to  loans  from  banks,  on 
which  he  had  paid  interest  prior  to  the  1st  April  last,  $14,570  42, 
and  the  further  amount  which  accrued  to  the  1st  May,  was 
$5,510,  making  together  the  sum  of  $20,080  42  interest  to  the 
1st  of  May,  1834,  as  per  document  No.  4,  These  loans  were 
made  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  post  office  departinent,  and 
not  of  the  treasury;  yet,  while  the  moneys  of  the  treasury  are 
abundant,  it  does  not  seem  to  comport  with  good  economy  for 
one  department  of  the  government  to  be  paying  interest  to  the 
banks  for  the  use  of  money,  which  money  is  deposited  in  banks 
by  another  department  of  the  government  without  interest.  The 
committee  therefore  applied  by  letter  to  the  postmaster  general 
for  a  statement  of  his  opinion  of  the  amount  which  would  re- 
lieve his  department  from  pecuniary  embarrassment.  In  an- 
swer to  this  inquiry,  he  stated  that  if,  of  the  moneys  formerly 
paid  by  that  department  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $450,000 
could  now  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  department,  it  would 
effect  the  desired  relief,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  restore  it 
to  the  treasury  in  the  following  instalments,  without  injury  to 
the  successful  administration  of  the  department: 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1835  $150,000 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1836  150,000 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1837  '  150,000 


$450,000 
We  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorising  the 
measure,  to  the  amount  and  on  the  conditions  thus  stated  by 
the  postmaster  general. 

The  postmaster  general  has  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  an- 
nually to  congress  the  contracts  made  for  transporting  the  mail, 
with  the  name  of  each  contractor,  and  the  annual  amount  of 
compensation  stipulated  in  the  contract.  In  comparing  the 
contracts  made  in  the  fall  of  1831  with  the  report  of  the  post- 
master general  made  to  congress  in  the  beginning  of  1832,  it 
was  found  that  in  some  cases  the  contracts,  as  they  are  in  ac- 
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tual  operation,  do  not  agree  with  that  report.    An  inquiry  was 
instituted  into  the  cause  of  this  disagreement;  and  we  are  in- 
formed that  when  proposals  are  received  for  the  advertised  con- 
tracts, they  are  registered  in  a  book  called  the  "Proposal  Book;" 
that  when  these  bids  are  decided  by  the  postmaster  general,  the 
word  "accepted"  is  written  against  the  name  of  tlie  person  to 
whom  a  route  is  assigned;  that  tliis  is  regarded  virtually  as  the 
contract,  though  sometimes  the  written  instrument  is  not  exe- 
cuted for  months  after;  that  from  the  proposal  book  the  report 
for  congress  is  made  out,  the  name  of  the  person  coijicd,  and 
the  sum  at  which  the  proposal  was  accepted;  that  sometimes 
modifications  are  subsequently  made  in  the  contracts,  even  be- 
fore the  services  under  them  commence;  and  that  in  sucli  cases 
there  will  appear  a  disagreement,  as  above  stated.     Upon  fur- 
■    Iher  examination,  we  found  that  such  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  department  under  former  administrations;  and  as  a  proof  of  I 
it,  we  state  a  few  similar  cases  which  we  have  noted   from  a 
comparison  made  by  ourselves,  of  the  contracts  made  by  the 
postmaster  general  in  the  fall  of  1828,  with  his  report  to  con- 
gress, in  the  beginning  of  1829.    They  are  as  follows: 

Eli  Ensign  is  reported  as  having  contracted  to  transport  the 
mail  between  Hudson  and  Pittstield  for  ^700  a  year;  but  his 
contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $1,000  a  year.  Thomas  J.  Magee 
is  reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  on  several 
routes  for  $10,225  a  year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for 
^11,843  a  year.  Russell  Case  is  reported  as  having  contracted 
to  carry  the  mail  between  Uticaand  Itliacafor  $950  a  year;  but 
the  contract  was  made  with  Parker  8t  Co.  in  1828  for  $1,425  a 
year.  Eli  Ensign  is  reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  tlie 
mail  between  Bridgeport  and  Bennington  for  $1,100  a  year;  but 
his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $1,250  a  year.     He  is  also  re- 


rals,  who  called  to  his  assistance  his  brother,  Abraham  Brad- 
ley, the  other  late  assistant  postmaster  general,  to  aid  them  in 
their  investigations,  it  was  supposed,  that  the  long  experience 
of  these  gentlemen  in  the  department,  would  enable  them  to 
prosecute  some  branches  of  the  inquiry  with  more  facility  and 
success  than  could  otherwise  be  done.  The  report  of  the  re- 
sult of  their  inquiries  has  been  furnished  the  committee,  and  in 
coniparing  it  with  the  reports  of  the  department,  we  discover  a 
considerable  discrepancy,  for  which  we  can  readily  account. 

1'he  Messrs.  Bradkys  observed  in  their  report  that  the  post- 
master general  re|)orled,  in  Novtnibi-r,  1629,  that  the  u  hole 
length  of  post  roads  was  115,000  miles;  in  1830,  he  reported 
tlit'in  to  be  115,176  miles;  in  1832,  he  teported  them  to  be  only 
104,467  miles;  and  m  1833,  he  reported  them  to  be  119,916 
miles. 

The  facts  appear  to  be  as  follows:  the  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral, in  his  last  report,  November,  1828,  reported  the  length  of 
post  roads  to  be  114,5.36  miles.  Tliis  must  have  embraced  the 
new  routes  which  had  been  establi^-hed  by  the  law  of  the  pre- 
oediiij;  congress,  as  it  exhibited  an  increase  of  9.200  miles  grea- 
ter tlian  the  statistical  account  of  the  department  showed  for 
the  preceding  year. 

The  present  postmaster  general,  in  his  first  report  of  Novem- 
ber, 1829,  assumed  the  last  report  ol  his  predecessor  as  the  basis 
of  his  statement.  He  did  not  question  its  correctness.  He  had 
estimated  an  addition  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  miles 
in  putting  into  operation  a  few  additional  routes  within  the 
year:  making  the  total  amount  115,000  miles.  In  1830,  he  pre- 
dicated his  report  on  the  same  presumption,  that  the  last  re- 
port of  the  laie  postmaster  general  was  correct,  and  reported 
an  increase  of  176  miles,  which  had   been  added  by  the  estab- 


ported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Hartford  lisiinient  of  a  few  routes,  to  furnish  the  seats  of  justice  to 
and  Albany  for  $1,000  a  year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is  some  new  counties,  which  had  been  established  in  some  of  the 
for  $1,500  a  year.  Pettis,  Day  &  Co.  are  reported  as  having  states  within  that  period;  and  by  varying  some  of  the  old 
contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Boston  and  Windsor,  and  routes,  so  as  to  increase  their  distance,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
between  Windsor  and  Buirlington,  for  $3,000  a  year;  but  their  [  ing  a  mail  to  new  settlement,',  or  grow  ins  neisihborhoods.  This 


contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $4,400  a  year.  Hiram  Plummer  is 
reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Boston 
and  Dover  for  $800  a  year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for 
$1,250  a  year.  In  all  these  cases,  the  report  to  congress  is  made 
to  agree  with  the  proposal  book,  though  the  contracts  were  dif- 
ferently executed.  The  fact  is  therefore  established,  that  the 
report  of  1832  was  made  in  conformity  with  the  ancient  usage 
of  the  department;  and  under  this  mode  of  reporting,  a  disa- 
greement will  exist  whenever  a  modification  of  the  contract 
shall  be  made  subsequent  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal. 

This  practice,  however,  we  consider  erroneous,  and  are  pleas- 
ed to  see  that  it  is  changed  in  the  report  of  contracts  made  to 
the  present  session  of  congress,  in  which,  not  the  pioposals  ac- 
cepted, but  the  contracts  according  to  the  changes  and  modifi- 
cations afterwards  made  are  reported;  this  is  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  enable  congress  to  have  a  full  and  correct  view  of  the 
contracts  and  engagements  made  by  the  department. 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  November  30th, 
1832,  stated  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  to  be 
23,625,021  miles,  making  an  increase  from  1829  of  9,925,021 
miles.  A  suspicion  had  been  intimated  of  the  correctness  of 
this  statement;  and  on  an  investigation  of  the  subject,  the  fol- 
lowing appeared  to  be  the  facts: 

The  late  postmaster  general,  in  his  last  report,  November, 
1828,  stated,  that  on  the  1st  July,  1823,  the  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  was, 

In  stages,  4,489,744  miles. 

On  horseback,  5,511,496      " 

That  there  had  been  added,  from  that 

time  to  July  1, 1828,  in  stages,  1,949,849      " 

On  horseback,  1,658,950      " 


This  made  the  annual  transportation  of 

the  mail  on  1st  July,  1828,  13,610,039  miles. 

The  committee  procured  a  list  of  all  the  post  routes  as  they 
were  in  operation  on  the  1st  of  July,  18.32,  with  the  length  of 
each,  the  manner  of  performance,  and  the  frequency  with 
which  the  mails  were  then  transported,  [document  No.  5],  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1832,  was  23,632,330  miles;  and  that  the  increase 
to  that  period  from  the  1st  of  July  1828,  was  10,022,291  miles, 
exclusive  of  the  additional  extent  occasioned  by  the  under  es- 
timate hereafter  pointed  out.  The  report  of  1832,  made  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  transportation  to  be  23,625,021 
miles,  which  is  7,309  miles  less  than  the  result  of  the  calcula 
tion  now  made.  This  mode  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the 
annual  transportation  was  deemed  less  liable  to  error,  than  any 
Ihat  could  be  resorted  to.  Besides,  a  further  security  for  its 
correctness  is  furnished  by  the  fact,  that  the  length  of  each 
route  is  given,  and  the  number  of  times  the  mail  is  transported 
thereon;  so  that  any  error  contained  in  it,  may  be  easily  detect- 
ed. The  fact  of  a  discrepany  between  the  report  of  1832  and 
the  calculation  now  made,  to  the  small  amount  of  7,309  miles 
in  so  many  millions,  affords  strong  evidence  of  its  general  ac- 
curacy, and  especially  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  calcula- 
tion now  made  and  exhibited  ex?eeds  the  amount  then  report- 
ed. The  idea  that  the  report  of  1832,  from  any  motive,  placed 
the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  beyond  the  true  amount, 
ia  disproved  by  the  fact,  that  it  falls  short  of  it  by  a  calnilaiion 
now  made,  from  the  most  unerring  data  that  can  be  obtained. 
In  this  place  we  would  state,  that  the  committ(!0  enijiloyed 
Dr.  Phineas  Bradley,  one  of  the  late  assistant  postmaster  gene 


i^ave  the  number  of  115,176  miles  in  1830.     In  the  mean  time, 
he  had  caused   route  books  to  be  made,  in  which  the  names  of 
the  several  offices  on  each  route  are  given,  the  distance  one 
from  another,  and   the  total    length  of  each   route;  the  length 
having  been  ascertained  from  the  postmasters  on  each  route,  in 
consequence  of  circulars  addressed  to  them  by  the  postmaster 
general.  In  1832,  he  took  the  sum  total  of  all  these  routes  from 
the  route  books,  showing  the  whole  length  of  all  the  post  roads 
to  be  only  104,467  miles.    The  discrepancies  which   they  (the 
Messrs.  Bradleys),  speak  of,  appear  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  estimate  which   had  been    made   in   the  report  of  the  late 
postmaster  general;  and  the  diminution  from  115,176  to  104,467, 
is   produced   by  the  present  postmaster  geiit^ral's  correction,  in 
civing   the  true  amount  of  mail   transpoiiation,  ascertained  in 
the  manner  heretofore  stated.     The  route  books  are  in  the  de- 
partment open  to  inspection,  and  if  any  errors  exist  in  them, 
they  are  subject  to  correction.     Between  the  report  of  1832  and 
that  of  1833,  the  new  ronles   established   by  the   law  of  1832 
were  brousht  into  operation,  which  added   more  than   15,000 
miles  to   the   lenuth  of   post  roads,   and   increased  the   total 
amount   to  119,916  miles.     The   Messrs.   Bradleys  state  they 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  length  of  post  roads  in  seven 
states  and  one  territory,  by  examining  the  advertisements  for 
proposals,  and  when  the  distances  are  not  advertised,  by  mea- 
suring the  distances  on  the  map;  and  in  the  result  they  have 
found  a.difference,  or  what  they  assert  to  be  an  error, of  4,195 
miles.    This  is  what  might  have  been  expected,  when  compar- 
ing their  imperfect  and  uncertain  method  of  calculating,  with 
the  correct  method  of  the  department.     They  do  not  inform  us 
what  states  and  territory  they  took,  nor  whether  they  included 
the  new  routes  which  went  into  operation  in  1833;  nor  do  they 
furnish  us  with  any  detail  of  the  routes,  with  the  length  of  each 
as  the  department  has  done.     We  have  been  furnisiied  by  the 
department  with  a  detail  of  all  the  routes,  and  the  length  of 
each,  which   certainly  is  the  most  satisfactory  statement  that 
can   be  given;  but  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  state,  that  in  seven 
states  and  one  territory,  they  have  found  an  error,  without  pre- 
tending to  have  examined  the  whole  of  the  several   routes  in 
detail  as  stated  on  the  route-books,  and  without  pointing  out 
where  the  error  lies.     Every  route  in  those  states,  and  that  ter- 
ritory, which    may   have   been    subsequently   est.nblishtd,   or 
which  is  not  included  in  tlie  advertisement  which  they  examin- 
ed, must  have  been  excluded  from  their  calculation;  and  tluir 
admeasurement  on  the  map,  must  have  been  exceedingly  im- 
perfect, while  the  data  on  which  the  report  of  the  postmaster 
general  is  founded,  is  clear  and  unexceptionable. 

They  next  proceed  to  show  that  the  increase  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  has  not  been  so  great  as  reported  by  thr  post- 
master general.  They  state  that,  by  the  Inst  report  of  the  late 
postmaster  general,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  was 
shown  to  be  13,709,039  miles.  On  reference  to  that  report  of 
17th  November,  1828,  we  find  him  to  say,  that  on  the  first  of 
July,  1823,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was, 

Jn  stages,  4,489,744  miles. 

On  horseback,  5,511,496      " 

Since  that  time,  there  has  been  added, 

In  stages,  l,949,a5n      « 

On  horseback,  1,658,940      " 


We  find,  by  the  addition  of  these  sums 

that  the  riiail  transported  in  1828,  13,610.0.39  miles, 

and  tiol,  as  they  8tat«,  13,709,039  milvs. 
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This  was  taken  by  the  pf)j!lriiiister  !»eneral  as  the  basis  on 
which  tie  calculated  the  increase  of  1829,  '30  and  '31.  The 
docuiMenl  before  referred  to,  (marked  5),  gives  a  slatt.'nienl  ot 
ll»e  letigUi  of  eacli  route,  with  tiie  manner  and  frequency  of 
trant^jjuiiatioM,  showinj;  tlie  annua!  amount  ot  iran>()ortaiion 
on  each  route.  Tlie  sum  total  of  these  ditferent  routes,  as  they 
stood  on  the  1st  of  July,  183'J,  is  23,63i2,330  miles,  the  annual 
amount  of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  at  that  time.  Tlie  in 
crease  between  that  time  and  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  occasioned 
by  putting  the  new  routes  into  operation,  and  by  many  improve- 
ments on  the  old  routes,  is  stated  to  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  three  millions;  making  the  total  annual  amount  of  transpor- 
tation on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  equal  to 26,854,485  miles.  To  dis- 
prove the  correctness  of  this  statement,  the  Messrs.  Bradleys 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  advertisements,  and  calcu- 
lated from  them  the  annual  amount  of  transportation,  and  to 
this  added  the  amount  stated  in  the  report  of  the  extra  allow- 
ances, made  to  the  senate  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  which  they 
assume  to  be  the  total  amount  of  annual  transportation.  The 
incorrectness  of  their  method  must  be  obvious  to  every  person 
who  will  make  but  a  slight  examination  of  the  subject.  Be- 
sides the  inaccuracy  of  their  distances,  especially  such  as  they 
ascertain  by  measuring  tlie  map,  there  are,  and  always  have 
been,  mail  routes  in  operation,  which  are  not  in  the  advertise- 
ments. Some  will  be  omitted  in  the  advertisements  by  acci- 
dent. Some  additional  routes  will  every  year  be  required  to 
supply  new  county  seats  of  justice.  But  what  will  make  a 
much  greater  difference  is,  that  the  advertisements  invite  pro- 
posals for  improvements,  such  as  running  more  frequently,  ex- 
tending routes  to  greater  lengths,  and  other  services  to  increase 
the  transportation  of  the  mail;  also,  the  greater  portion  of 
steamboat  routes  are  not  advertised.  The  improved  bids  are 
frequently  accepted,  by  means  of  which  great  alterations  are 
made  between  the  advertisements  and  the  contracts,  which  will 
Hot  be  brought  into  view,  either  by  examining  the  advertise- 
ment, or  the  report  of  extra  allowances;  because  they  are  not 
contained  either  in  the  one  or  the  other.  Routes  are  sometimes 
advertised  to  run  but  once  a  week,  and  are  contracted  for  to 
run  three  times  a  week.  They  are  sometimes  advertised  to  run 
three  times  a  week,  and  are  contracted  for  to  run  daily.  They 
are  sometimes  advertised  to  run  daily,  and  are  contracted  for 
lo  run  twice  a  day.  So,  we  find  the  route  from  New  York  to 
Philadelphia  was  advertised  to  run  once  a  day;  but  the  contract 
was  made  for  it  to  run  twice  a  day.  The  route  from  Pliiiadel- 
phia  to  Pittsl)argh  was  advertised  to  run  once  a  day;  but  the 
contract  was  made  for  it  to  run  twice  a  day.  Tlie  route  from 
Piiiladelphia  to  Pottsville  was  advertised  to  run  once  a  day; 
but  the  contract  was  made  for  it  to  run  twice  a  day.  The  route 
from  Reading  to  Harrisburgh  was  adveitised  to  run  once  a  day; 
but  the  contract  was  made  to  run  twice  a  day.  The  contracts 
for  these  four  routes  alone  provide  for  the  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  338,360  miles  more  than  what  could  be  embrac 
ed  in  the  estimate  of  the  Messrs.  Bradleys.  They  are  not  in 
the  advertisement,  for  they  are  covered  by  improved  bids;  and 
they  are  not  contained  in  the  report  of  extra  allowances,  be 
cause  they  are  provided  for  in  tiie  original  contract.  Thus  it 
appears,  that  tlie  report  of  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  must  be  very 
erroneous;  but  the  document  furnished  by  the  department, 
showing  the  whole  in  detail,  is  so  perfectly  clear,  that  it  pre- 
sents no  difiiculty;  and  if  there  exists  in  the  calculation  a  sin- 
gle error,  it  furnishes  the  data  by  which  it  may  be  detected. 

In  their  report,  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  complain  that  they  had 
not  access  to  the  archives  of  the  depaitoient.  On  this  point, 
we  are  not  aware  of  any  just  cause  for  complaint.  Tiie  post- 
master general  did  refuse  to  suffer  tlie  books  and  documents  of 
his  department  to  go  out  of  the  hands  of  those  by  whom  they 
are  ordinarily  kept,  except  they  were  in  charge  of  the  commit- 
tee, or  some  member  of  it;  but  he  always  showed  the  greatest 
readiness  to  provide  the  committee,  or  any  one  of  its  members, 
so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  with  any  and  every  part  of  the 
archives  of  his  office,  whenever  called  for.  He  offered  them  a 
room  in  his  office,  which  the  committee  accepted;  and  when- 
ever any  member  of  the  committee  was  present,  he  always  per- 
mitted the  books  and  documents  to  be  taken  into  that  room, 
and  there  examined  at  pleasure,  with  or  without  the  presence 
of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  by  the  Messrs.  Brad- 
leys, or  by  any  other  person  whom  the  committee  thought  pro- 
per to  employ. 

In  the  whole  course  of  the  investigation,  the  inquiry  whether 
any  gift,  or  gratuity,  or  favor,  had  been  received  by  any  officer 
of  the  department,  from  any  contractor,  (which  might  warrant 
tije  conclusion,  that  it  might  have  had  any  effect  upon  llie  pub- 
lic conduct  of  the  officer),  was  tiever  lost  sight  of;  and  the  re- 
sult in  our  minds  was,  that  nothing  appeared  which  would  jus- 
tify a  suspicion  unfavorable  lo  the  department  or  any  of  its  of- 
ficers. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  committee,  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral had  been  furnished  with  money  by  contractors  to  whom  ex- 
tra allowances  had  been  made.  The  committee  subpoenaed  and 
brought  before  thorn  all  the  contractors  who  were  supposed  to 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  transaction  referred  to:  and  from 
all  the  testimony  it  appeared,  that  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  had  been 
bound  as  surety  or  endorser  for  maj.  Barry — that  when  pay- 
ment was  demanded,  it  was  not  convenient  for  either  of  them 
to  raise  the  money — that  col.  Johnson,  without  the  agency  or 
knowledge  of  maj.  Barry,  procured  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  on  a  temporary  loan  from  a  friend  of  bis,  who  was  a 
c  ontractof— that  this  friend,  in  making  up  the  sum  required, 


was  aided,  to  tiie  amount  of  500  dollars,  by  another  contrac- 
tor—that maj.  Barry,  some  time  afterward.-,  paid  the  money  to 
eol.  Johnson,  who  repaid  it  to  the  person  from  whom  he  had 
received  it.  The  contractor  swears  that  it  was  never  a  subject 
of  conversation  between  him  and  the  postmaster  general;  nor 
did  lie,  ill  consideration  o(  it,  ever  receive  any  favor  or  indul- 
gence whatever.  As  the  whole  of  this  transaction  appears  to 
have  been  without  the  agency  or  knowledge  of  the  postmaster 
general,  it  cannot  furnish  ground  lor  suspicion  of  any  thing 
wrong  on  his  part. 

The  committee  deemed  it  their  duty  to  investigate  every  case, 
when  it  was  known  that  a  member  of  the  department  had  had 
any  dealings  with  a  contractor,  especially  it  the  least  intimation 
was  given  of  a  suspicion  of  any  tiling  improper.  A  letter  was 
received  by  the  committee  from  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
charging  upon  hearsay  evidence,  that  of  an  extra  allowance  of 
10,000  dollars  on  the  contract  of  Reeside  &  Slaymaker,  in 
whicii  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  also  interested;  Messrs.  Reeside, 
Slaymaker  and  Tomlinson,  received  each  3,000  dollars,  and  that 
the  other  1,000  had  been  retained  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  department.  We,  therefore,  took  testimony  of  all  the 
witnesses  to  whom  we  had  been  referred  in  said  letter;  and  the 
charge  was  not  sustained  by  evidence,  but  was  (ully  disproved. 
A  loan  of  money  was  made  by  Messrs.  Slaymaker  and  Keeside 
to  Mr.  Brown,  which  had  been  in  part  repaid,  and  part  remains 
still  unpaid;  but  it  appears,  on  the  clearest  testimony,  to  be  a 
loan  of  money  on  interest,  and  does  not  furnish  ground  for  sus- 
picion of  any  thing  improper.  It  also  appeared  that  Mr.  Browu 
had,  sometime  before  this  loan,  made  a  loan  on  interest  to  Mr. 
Porter,  a  contractor,  of  several  thousand  dollars;  and  afterwards 
made  an  additional  loan  to  Mr.  Porter.  If  it  should  seem  ex- 
traordinary, that  he  should  borrow  money  on  interest,  wliilehe 
had  money  loaned  out  at  interest,  the  explanation  is  found  in 
the  circumstance,  that  he  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  late  doctor 
Jackson,  and  had  received  his  money  to  liie  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars  before  his  death;  that  he  lias  continued  to  act 
as  the  agent  for  his  widow  and  his  orjihan  children,  and  has 
been  in  tlie  habit  of  receiving  their  money  to  the  present  time, 
which  he  keeps  at  interest,  as  a  distinct  futid  for  their  benefit; 
and  that  rt  was  of  this  fund  that  he  made  the  loan  to  Mr.  Por- 
ter; but  that  the  money  which  he  borrowed,  was  to  pur- 
chase pro[)erty  for  his  own  individual  benefit.  These  are  all 
transactions  of  a  private  character,  having  no  relation  to  offi- 
cial conduct;  but,  as  they  were  brought  to  view  in  the  course  of 
the  examination  of  witnesses,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
state  them,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  every  thing  which 
might,  by  possibility,  have  a  connexion  with  official  relations, 
has  been  carefully  scrutinized.  There  is  nothing  substantiated 
in  tiie  transaction  in  relation  to  Mr.  Brown,  which  can  justify 
a  suspicion  of  impropriety. 

James  Reeside,  is  a  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  many 
different  routes,  and  to  a  very  great  extent.  In  most  of  the 
contracts  which  bear  his  name,  he  is  associated  with  others  who 
are  very  largely  interested  with  him.  The  committee  have  in- 
quired into  all  his  existing  contracts.  On  all  the  routes  in 
which  he  is  interested,  the  mail  is  carried  in  stages  or  in  steam- 
boats; and  their  extent  is  1,932  miles  in  length,  which  is  more 
than  all  the  post  roads  in  the  United  States  amounted  to  in 
1791.  On  these  routes  the  mail  is  transported  annually, 
1,743,910  miles.  For  this  service,  the  present  compensation  is 
^119,810  per  year,  equal  to  six  cents  and  eight-tenths  of  a  cent 
per  mile.  On  90  miles  of  these  roads,  the  mail  is  transported 
three  times  a  day;  on  526  miles  twice  a  day;  on  881  miles  daily; 
and  on  435  miles,  three  times  a  week.  If,  where  it  is  transport- 
ed more  than  once  a  day,  he  should  be  allowed  no  compensa- 
tion for  the  service,  beyond  once  a  day,  the  compensation 
would  amount  to  nine  cents  and  seven-tenths  of  a  cent  per 
mile.  We  have  also  compared  the  compensation  which  Mr. 
Reeside  now  receives,  with  what  he  received  under  his  con- 
tracts made  in  1827,  under  the  late  postmaster  general.  It  ap- 
pears that  he  then  transported  the  mail  392,194  miles  per  an- 
num, at  an  annual  compensation  of  ^43,732  68,  equal  to  eleven 
cents  and  two-tenths  of  a  cent  per  mile.  Under  those  con- 
tracts the  mail  was  trnnsported  over  573  miles  of  post  road,  on 
90  miles  of  which  it  was  carried  twice  a  day  for  six  days  in 
each  week.  If  in  that  case  there  had  been  no  compensation 
allowed  for  the  service  beyond  once  a  day,  the  compensation 
would  amount  to  thirteen  cents  per  mile.  We  pur.-ued  these 
investigations  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  ground  for  sus- 
picion, that  special  favors  have  been  extended  to  Mr.  Reeside 
under  the  present  administration  of  that  depnrfmenf;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  slighesl  ground  for  sucli  suspicion  ex- 
ists. He  performs  the  service  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  under 
the  former  administration,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  has 
ever  received  compensation,  but  for  services  rendered  fully 
equivalent  to  the  same. 

An  investigation  was  institutf  d  before  the  committee,  to  as- 
certain whether  he,  Mr.  Reeside,  had  not  afforded  to  the  pott- 
master  general  such  pecuniary  aid,  from  which  an  inference 
might  be  drawn,  that  he  might  thereby  become  the  object  of 
special  favor  with  the  department.  Upon  an  examination  into 
this  stibject,  it  appeared  that  the  family  of  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral was  in  Philadelphia,  and  had  been  there  for  some  timr,  at- 
tending to  his  sick  son,  who  was  under  the  care  of  a  physician 
of  that  place.  That  the  postmaster  general,  when  on  a  visit  to 
his  family  in  Philadelphia,  concluded  to  remove  his  family,  in- 
cluding his  son,  from  that  place,  at  an  earlier  period  than  had 
been  intended,  and  t©  enable  him  to  discharge  the  demands 
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against  him,  obtained  from  Mr.  Reeside  1,000  dollars,  upon  an 
acceptance  of  short  date,  which  was  paid  when  it  fell  due. 
Ffom  this  transaction,  we  are  wholly  unwillinfj  to  draw  any 
unfavorable  inference.  In  it  we  can  discern  nothing  but  the 
performance  of  a  kind  office,  for  which  praise,  rather  than  cen- 
sure is  due. 

The  committee  examined  carefully  into  all  cases  where  com- 
plaints were  made,  or  where  any  su^^piciou  was  intimated  of  fa- 
voritism having  been  extended  by  the  department  to  any  con- 
tractor, or  of  any  improper  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the 
postmaster  general  in  granting  allowances.  Every  such  case 
became  the  subject  of  rif^id  scrutiny;  and  not  a  single  instance 
of  alleged  abuse  has  been  omitted  by  the  committee. 

The  route  between  Baltimore,  Md.  and  Cliambersburgh,  Pa. 
77  miles,  on  which  Jas.  Reeside  is  contractor,  was  among  those 
which  were  examined  by  the  committee.  It  appeared  iliat  the 
proposal  of  James  Reeside  to  transport  the  mail  on  this  route, 
was  accepted  at  1,900  dollars  a  year;  and  that  under  his  con- 
tract he  received  at  the  rate  of  3,495  dollars  a  year  from  the 
commencement  of  the  service  under  his  contract,  January  1, 
1832,  till  the  31st  December,  1833,  when  it  was  reduced  to  1,900 
dollars.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  that  his  proposal  con- 
tained two  propositions,  the  first  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in 
four-horse  post  coaches,  as  advertised,  which  was  to  leave  Bal- 
timore daily,  at  4  A.  M.  and  arrive  at  Chambersburgh  the  same 
day  at  9  P.  M.  17  hours:  leave  Chambersburgh  every  day  at  2 
A.  M.  and  arrive  at  Baltimore  the  same  day  by  8  P.  M.  18 
hours;  and  to  perform  the  service  for  1,900  dollars  per  annum. 
The  other  proposition  was,  to  leave  Baltimore  daily,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  steamboat  from  Philadelphia,  and  arrive  at  Cham- 
bersburgh same  day,  in  time  to  connect  with  the  mails  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  for  the  annual  compensation  of  3,495 
dollars.  The  steamboat  at  that  time  left  Philadelphia  in  the 
afternoon,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning;  and  the  mail  from  Philadelphia  for  Pittsburgh,  passed 
through  Chambersburgh  about  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  last  proposition  required  a  very  considerable  increase  of 
expedition,  and  would  gain  an  entire  day  between  Baltimore 
and  Pittsburgh,  of  which  this  route  is  a  part.  Tiie  proposal  of 
James  Reeside  was  the  only  one  offered  for  the  route,  and  was 
accepted  on  the  first  proposition  at  1,900  dollars.  The  accept- 
ance was  made  in  October,  1831,  the  contract  to  take  effect 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  following.  On  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1831,  the  postmaster  general  appears  to  have  directed  him 
to  perform  the  service  stipulated  in  his  proposition  for  3,495 
dollars;  and  there  is  endorsed  on  the  contract  in  the  hand  writ- 
ing of  Thomas  B.  Addison,  the  clerk  employed  in  preparing 
and  filing  contracts,  "alteration  made  this  29th  December, 
1331."  Some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  induced 
to  suspect  that  this  endorsement  had  been  made  at  a  recent 
date;  but  on  the  examination  on  oath  of  three  clerks,  Mr.  Addi- 
son, by  whom  the  endorsement  was  made;  Mr.  Dundas,  who 
was  then  the  corresponding  clerk  for  this  division;  and  Mr. 
Childs  who  is  the  present  corresponding  clerk  of  this  division; 
the  fact  was  clearly  established,  that  the  endorsement  is  not  of 
recent  date,  but  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  date  which  it 
bears. 

The  route  from  Hagerstown,  Md.  to  McConnellsburgh,  Pa.  on 
which  Mr.  Reeside  is  contractor,  was  also  a  subject  of  exami- 
nation. The  distance  is  stated  to  be  26  miles,  and  it  was  ad- 
vertised to  run  three  times  a  week  in  four-horse  post  coaches. 
For  this  route  there  was  several  proposals,  the  lowest  of  which 
was  250  dollars,  (a  sum  wholly  inadequate  to  the  .service) 
except  that  of  Mr.  Reeside,  which  was  as  follows:  "We  do 
agree  to  carry  the  mail  on  route  No.  1,231,  from  Hagerstown 
to  McConnellsburgh,  via  Welch  Run  and  Mercersburgh,  as 
advertised,  for  the  yearly  compensation  of  40  dollars,  or  we 
will  carry  the  same  so  as  to  connect  the  mail  at  each  place, 
with  the  great  eastern  and  western  mails,  daily,  in  four-horse 
post  coaches,  for  the  yearly  compensation  of  ninety-nine  dol- 
lars, ninety-nine  dollars."  This  bid  was  accepted,  and  the 
contract  appears  to  have  been  immediately  filled  at  40  dol- 
lars, and  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Reeside  to  be  executed.  It 
is  alleged  both  by  Mr.  Reeside  and  the  postmaster  general,  that 
Mr.  Reeside  stated  verbally  to  the  postmaster  general,  after  the 
route  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  before  the  commencement 
of'the  service,  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  his  proposal;  that 
the  person  who  wrote  out  his  proposal  for  him,  must  have  mis- 
taken his  figures,  and  filled  It  with  sums  for  which  he  never  in- 
tended to  perform  the  service.  He  alleged  that  the  words 
"daily  in  four-horse  post  coaches,"  as  used  in  his  bid,  were  in- 
tended by  him  to  apply  equally  to  both  propositions,  that  he  in- 
tended to  propose  nothing  less  than  a  daily  mail;  but  to  perform 
the  service  agreeably  to  the  schedule  advertised,  for  fourteen 
hundred  dollars;  or  to  give  such  increased  expedition  as  would 
perfect  the  connexions,  for  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
dollars.  That  the  inconsiderable  sums  named  would  show  that 
there  must  have  been  a  mistake,  and  that  the  writing  of  the 
words  "ninefy-nine  dollars,  ninety-nine  dollars,"  with  this  re- 
petition, made  it  obvious  that  there  must  have  been  an  error. 
The  po.«tmasfor  general  informed  him  in  answer  to  this  state- 
ment, that  as  the  route  was  intended  to  connect  two  daily  routes, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  run  it  daily;  and  that  the  ques- 
tion for  correcting  the  alleged  error  in  writing  the  proposal, 
Bhonld  he  a  subject  for  future  consideration.  There  is  on  the 
files  of  the  department,  a  paper  which  appears  to  have  been 
written  after  the  service  commenced,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: 


"Mr.  Reeside  says  that  the  bid  was  put  in  by  mistake,  as  will 
appear  from  the  small  sum.  He  intended  to  have  made  it 
^1,400,  and  to  run  daily,  and  so  marked  with  his  pencil;  but  the 
clerk  who  copied  it  for  him,  mistook  his  pencil  mark,  suppos- 
ing the  1  was  belonging  to  his  dollar  sign,  and  the  0  at  the  right 
hand  he  overlooked,  or  considered  it  merely  a  point.  The 
postmaster  general  gave  him  a  verbal  order  to  run  daily,  and 
reserved  for  consideration  the  correction  of  the  error.  He  has 
run,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  daily.  Shall  he  be  allow- 
ed to  correct  the  error,  and  receive  $1,400.?  His  distance  is  in- 
creased 10  miles.     No  other  bid." 

On  this  statement  is  written,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  post- 
master general,  ^' granted.^'  Such  are  the  facts  in  this  case, 
ft  is  staled  by  the  postmaster  general,  that  the  increase  of  dis- 
tance was  occasioned  by  his  going  by  way  of  Greencastle,  five 
miles  each  way,  which  increased  his  daily  travel  ten  miles. 
That  the  words  "no  other  bid,"  are  erroneous;  and  that  the 
error  must  have  arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  three  other 
proposals  of  Mr.  Reeside  were  written  on  the  same  paper  with 
this,  to  neither  of  which  was  there  any  other  bid  than  his;  and 
that  it  must  have  been  under  the  impression  that  this  was  one 
of  them,  that  this  part  of  the  note  was  made.  The  allowance 
of  $1,400  was  made  him  for  running  it  daily,  with  the  increased 
distance  of  five  miles  each  way,  till  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  a  tri-weekly  mail,  and  the  compensa- 
tion reduced  to  $700.  This  is  $450  a  year  more  than  the  low- 
est bid,  but  with  an  increase  of  five  miles  distance  each  way, 
and  to  be  performed  in  the  same  time  that  would  have  been  al- 
lowed with  the  increased  distance.  The  postmaster  general 
further  states,  that  as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  fact  (which 
was  not  until  this  investigation  commenced)  that  there  were 
other  bids  on  the  route,  he  informed  the  contractor  that  the 
amount  of  the  allowance  would  be  a  subject  of  reconsideration; 
and  that  it  would  be  regulated  according  to  the  other  proposals, 
and  to  take  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  contract. 

The  full  amount  of  allowance  is  far  from  what  appears  extra- 
vagant when  compared  with  what  is  paid  for  equal  services  on 
other  routes;  and  if,  when  compared  with  the  proposals  of  other 
responsible  bidders  on  the  same  route,  the  allowance  shall  a{>- 
pear  to  be  greater  than  what  the  contractor  is  fairly  entitled  to, 
the  postmaster  general  has  the  power,  as  he  has  declared  his 
intention,  to  reduce  it  to  the  proper  amount. 

The  contract  made  by  the  department  with  Dr.  John  T.  Tem- 
ple, for  transporting  the  mail  between  Chicago,  Illinois  and 
Green  Bay,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  has  also  been  a  subject 
of  investigation.  It  appears  that  Doctor  Temple  was  formerly 
a  clerk  in  the  general  post  office,  and  that  he  resigned  his  situ- 
ation as  such  about  the  first  of  March,  1833,  to  take  effect  from 
the  close  of  that  month.  The  route  from  Chicago  to  Green 
Bay  was  established  by  the  law  of  1832;  but  in  advertising  the 
routes  established  by  that  law,  this  route  was  omitted,  and  one 
which  had  not  been  provided  by  law,  from  Detroit,  by  Macki- 
nac, to  Green  Bay,  was  advertised.  This  error  appears  to  have 
arisen  from  the  circumstance  that  the  person  who  prepared  the 
advertisement  had  not  the  means  of  referritig  to  the  law  as  it 
finally  passed,  it  having  been  necessary  to  prepare  the  adver- 
tisements before  the  law  was  published. 

The  proposals,  however,  were  received  by  the  department 
for  transporting  the  mail  on  the  route  from  Chicago  to  Green 
Bay.  One  by  Alexander  Irwin  and  John  P.  Arndt,  to  carry  the 
mail  once  in  two  weeks  for  $3,000  a  year,  from  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1833,  for  the  period  of  three  years.  Their  proposal  is  dated 
"Green  Bay,  September  5,  1832."  The  other  was  by  Asahel 
Savery,  of  White  Pigeon,  who  was  then  present  at  the  depart- 
ment, dated  10th  November,  1832,  proposing  to  carry  the  mail 
once  in  two  weeks  for  3,000  dollars  a  year,  from  the  1st  April, 
1833,  to  the  31st  December,  1835;  or,  if  the  postmaster  general 
should  require  it  to  be  carried  once  a  week,  he  proposed  to  per- 
form the  service  for  the  additional  sum  of  5U0  dollars  a  year. 
Col.  Savery  was  already  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  his  proposal  was  accepted  to 
transport  the  mail  between  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  once  a 
week,  from  the  1st  April,  1833,  for  the  yearly  compensation  of 
3,500  dollars.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1833,  col.  Savery  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  postmaster  general,  stating,  that  as  the 
route  had  not  been  advertised,  he  had  not  travelled  over  it  pre- 
paratory to  making  his  bid,  but  had  supposed  the  distance  to  be 
but  two  hundred  miles,  over  a  prairie  country,  unobstructed  by 
difficult  streams  of  water;  but  he  had  since  learned  that  the 
distance  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  principally  through 
uninhabited  woodlands,  interrupted  by  several  water  courses, 
which  would  require  him  to  keep  boats  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form the  service.  He,  therefore,  earnestly  requested  the  post- 
master general  to  add  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to 
his  annual  allowance,  as  a  matter  of  equity.  He  proposed  to 
submit  the  subject  to  governor  Cass,  who,  he  supposed,  had 
travelled  over  the  route.  The  matter  was  accordingly  referred 
to  governor  Cass;  but  he  returned  it  to  the  department  without 
giving  an  opinion,  having  never  travelled  over  the  route.  The 
contract  was  made  on  the  22d  of  February  with  col.  Savery  for 
4,500  dollars  a  year,  to  commence  the  first  of  April  following. 
On  the  28th  of  February,  one  week  after  the  contract  was 
made,  it  was  assigned  by  Savery  to  John  T.  Temple,  and  the 
assignment  approved  by  the  postmaster  general. 

The  other  proposal  was  for  3,000  dollars,  once  in  two  weeks. 
Had  it  been  accepted,  the  postmaster  general  could  not  have 
required  them  to  have  increased  to  once  a  week  for  less  than 
6,000  dollars.    The  contract  was  made  with  Savery,  once  a 
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week,  for  4,500  dollars.  Dr.  Temple  had  determined  to  resign 
liis  situation  as  a  clerk  in  the  general  poet  office,  and  to  remove 
to  Chicago,  and  did  actually  resign  and  leave  the  department 
for  Chicago,  before  the  contract  comcnenced.  It  appt;ars  that 
he  had  desired  to  obtain  this  contract  helore  lie  left  llie  depart- 
ment, and  had  received  a  promise  of  Savery  to  transfer  it  to 
him  in  ca:3e  he  should  obtain  it;  but  it  doe.s  not  appear  that  this 
was  known  to  the  postmaster  general,  or  to  any  person  in  the 
department  having  any  agency  in  making  the  contract  with  Sa- 
very; nor  does  it  appear  that  the  hope  or  expectation  of  Doctor 
Temple  to  obtain  this  contract,  had  any  influence  whatever  in 
the  giving  it  to  col.  Savery,  or  in  regulating  the  compensation 
10  be  allowed  for  the  service.  Notwithstanding  thi*,  it  would 
be  highly  proper  thai  there  should  be  a  legal  [troliibition  against 
any  person  engaged  in  the  department  becoming  interested  in 
mail  contracts,  or  acting  as  agents  for  contractors  in  any  man- 
ner whatever. 

The  contract  for  transporting  the  mail  on  the  route  between 
Bellefo.'ile  and  Meadville,  in  Pennsylvania,  has  also  been  ex 
amined.     This  was  formerly  a  two-horse  stage  line,  under  con- 
tract to  Hays  and  Bennett,  to  be  performed  three  limes  a  week, 
through  in  two  and  a  half  days,  at  2,700  dollars  a  year.    Their 
contract  expired  on  the  31st  December,  ]831.     In  June,  1831, 
the  route  was  advertised  for  proposals  to  renew  it  in  the  same 
way;  that  is,  in  two-horse  stages,  three  times  a  week;  the  trip 
to  be  performed  each  way  in  two  days  and  a  half.    John  and 
Benjamin  Bennett  proposed  to  perform  the  service  through  in 
two  days,  in  four- horse  post  coaches,  for  3,500  dollars  a  year. 
There  were  two  other  proposals  received  for  this,  both  to  run 
as  advertised,  viz:  E.  Piatt  &  Co.  for  1,980  dollars  a  year,  and 
Moore,  Lebs  &  Co.  for  2,450  dollars  a  year.     The  bid  of  Piatt 
&  Co.  was  accepted.     This  route  constitutes  a  part  of  the  most 
direct  line   from   Philadelphia  and   Harrisburgh   to  Erie,   the 
Borihern  part  of  Oliio  and  Michigan.     The  lines  with  which  it 
connects  at  both  ends,  are  four-horse  coach  lines.     There  were 
many  applications  to  the  postmaster  general  from  persons  of  the 
highest  iiRelligence  and  respectability,  calling  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  into  a  four-horse  post  coach  line.     The  postmaster 
general  at  length  determined  so  to  improve  it.     Fifty  per  cent, 
on  a  two-horse  stage  line,  is  estimated   by  the  department  as 
the  pro  rata  increase  for  improvement  to  a  four-horse  coach 
line.    The  proposal,  therefore  of  Mr.  Bennett,  was  lower  than 
any  other,  except  that  of  Piatt  &  Co.     But  Plait  &  Co.  volun- 
tarily withdrew  their  proposal,  as  appears  from  documents  on 
file  in  the  general  post  office;  and  there  appears  to  have  been 
good  reason  why  the  postmaster  general  should  have  permitted 
them  to  do  so.     The  proposal  of  Mr.  Bennett  was  then  accept- 
ed, and  a  contract  made  with  them  to  perform  the  service  three 
times  a  week  in  four  horse  post  coaches.     They  also  stipulated 
to  run  through  each  way  in  two  days,  instead  of  two  days  and 
a  half.     Their  contract  is  dated  October  15tli,  1831,  but  It  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  signed  by  them  till  the  29th  March, 
1832.     On  the  contracts,  the  following  note  appears:  "On  ac- 
count of  unusual  freshets  and  destruction  of  bridires,  that  is, 
Sugar  creek  bridge,  Franklin  bridge,  with  material  other  chang- 
es on  the  road  since  the  iSth  October,  1831,  to  the  29th  March, 
1832,  we  agree  to  run  the  mail  in  two  days  and  a  half  each  way 
from  Eellefonte  to  Meadville,  and   back;  and  it  is  understood 
that  as  soon  as  the  bridges  are  rebuilt,  we  shall  adopt  the  fore 
going  schedule  mentioned  on   the  within  contract.     No  delay 
will  be  occasioned  at  Meadville,  in  consequence  of  the  last 
mentioned  schedule." 
"The  above  statement  is  just  and  true." 

"DANIEL  ANDREWS,  P.  M." 
In  consequence  of  this  .statement,  certified  by  the  postmaster 
at  Meadville,  they  were  permitted  to  take  the  additional  time, 
two  and  a  half  instead  of  two  days,  while  the  bridges  were 
gone,  and  the  roads  out  of  repair,  ft  is  staled  at  the  depart- 
ment, that  the  contractors  claimed  additional  compensation,  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  distance  and  expense  to  which 
they  were  subjected  by  the  loss  of  the  bridges  and  injury  of  the 
roads;  but  this  was  denied  them.  The  additional  time,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  been  very  properly  allowed.  John  Ben 
nett  has  since  deceased,  and  Benjamin  Bennett  is  fulfilling  the 
contract. 

Avery,  Tompkins  and  Saltmarsh,  are  contractors  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  on  several  routes;  among  which  are  the  routes 
from  Petersburgh,  Va.  by  Warrenton,  N.  C.  and  Raleigh,  to 
Fayetteville,203  miles,  constituting  a  part  of  the  main  daily  line 
between  the  northern  and  southern  states,  to  New  Orleans. 
These  routes  are  involved  in  their  contract  with  other  routes, 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  main  southern  mail  line,  at  a  round 
sum' for  the  whole,  without  defining  the  proposition  which  be- 
longs to  each  route. 

One  of  their  contracts  is  for  running  tour  times  a  week,  in 
four-horse  pojt  coaches,  between  Petersburgh  and  Warrenton, 
85  miles;  for  running  four  limes  a  week  between  Warrenton 
and  Raleigh,  57  miles,  in  four  horse  post  coaches;  for  running 
daily  between  Raleigh  and  Fayelteville,  61  miles,  in  four-horse 
post  coaches;  for  running  three  times  a  week  between  Halifax 
and  Raleigh,  86  miles,  in  four-horse  post  coaches;  and  for  the 
whole  of  these  five  routes,  they  were  to  receive  24,000  dollars  a 
year.  Another  is  for  rimning  three  times  a  week  between 
Nashville  and  Tarborough,  N.  C.  28  miles,  in  two  horse  stages, 
at  450  dollars  a  year;  and  for  running  once  a  week  on  horse- 
back, between  Enfield  and  Tarborough,  24  miles,  at  70  dollars  a 
year.  These  contracts  all  bear  date  October  20,  1830;  to  com- 
mence January  1,  1831,  and  to  continue  four  years. 


From  the  first  of  th\e  above  routes  they  weru  required  to  run 
H  cross  mail,  diverging  Ironi  the  main  route  at  Diamond  Grove, 
nine  miles,  to  Gholsonville,  for  which  an  additional  allowance 
was  made  of  150  dollars  a  year. 

The  routes  from  Petersburgh  to  Warrenton,  and  from  War- 
renton to  Raleigh,  142  miles,  were  afterwards  directed  to  be  run 
daily,  instead  of  four  times  a  week,  and  to  be  so  expedited  as  to 
gain  a  half  of  an  hour  each  way.  The  route  from  Nashville  to 
Tarborough,  28  miles,  was  directed  to  be  run  in  fonr-horse  post 
coaches,  instead  of  two  horse  stages.  The  route  from  Enfield 
to  Tarborough,  94  miles,  was  directed  to  be  performed  three 
times  a  week  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  instead  of  once  a 
week  on  horseback.  For  these  several  improvements,  the  con- 
tractors were  allowed  an  additional  compensation  at  the  rate 
of  9,000  dollars  a  year.  Whether  this  allowance  was  greater 
than  what  law  and  equity  would  warrant,  is  a  proper  subject  of 
inquiry;  a  pro  rata  allowance  for  three  additional  trips  per 
week  between  Petersburgh  and  Raleigh,  via  Warrenton,  pro- 
vided no  more  is  allowed  for  carrying  the  great  mail  on  the 
main  line  than  for  collateral  mail  linea,  would  amount  to  about 
7,000  dollars — without  increase  of  expedition.  This  would 
leave  2,000  dollars  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  the  route 
from  Nashville  to  Tarborough,  28  miles,  from  a  iwo-horse 
stage,  to  a  four  horse  post  coach  line,  and  for  the  establishment 
of  a  four-horse  post  coach  line  three  times  a  week  from  Enfield 
to  Tarborough,  24  miles,  instead  of  a  horse  mail  once  a  week, 
and  for  the  increase  of  expedition.  There  is  no  rule  by  which 
a  pro  rata  can  be  established  between  a  horse  route  and  a 
coach  route,  nor  for  an  increase  of  expedition.  The  contrac- 
tors furnished  satisfactory  evidence  to  llie  department  that  the 
improvement  increased  their  expense  equal  to  the  allowance 
which  was  made,  and  there  is  no  cause  to  doubt  it. 

From  the  1st  of  April,  1832,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the 
postmaster  general  to  give  such  further  expedition  to  the  great 
southern  mail  as  to  bring  it  in  to  Washington  at  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  instead  of  five  the  next  morning,  so  as  to  connect  it  with 
liie  morning,  instead  of  the  afternoon  steamboat  at  Baltimore 
for  Philadelphia;  in  doing  this,  the  contractors  were  required  so 
to  expedite  as  to  gaih  one  hour  between  Fayetteville  and 
Petersburgh.  In  the  second  section  of  their  contract  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  postmaster  general  may  alter  the  times  of 
arrival  and  departure  fixed  by  said  schedule,  and  alter  the 
route;  he  making  an  adequate  compensation  for  any  extra  ex- 
pense which  may  be  occasioned  thereby.  In  conformity  with 
this  stipulation,  the  increased  expedition  was  ordered.  The 
contractors  furnished  evidence  to  show  that  it  required  two  ad- 
ditional teams,  or  eight  horses  and  two  drivers,  and  that  the 
expense  amounted  to  2,000  dollars.  This  sum  was  therefore 
allowed  thcan  by  the  postmaster  general,  and  it  appears  to  have 
been  no  more  than  justice  and  the  terms  of  their  contract  re- 
quired. 

The  road  between  Petersburgh  and  Raleigh,  142  miles,  is 
stated  to  be  unusually  bad  during  the  winter  season;  and  the 
great  weight  to  which  the  mails  have  grown,  rendered  it  im- 
practicable for  it  to  be  carried  through  in  proper  time  in  coaches. 
To  secure  its  regular  and  rapid  traris[)ortation,  the  contractors, 
from  December,  1832,  established  a  line  of  covered  wagons,  in 
in  which  the  great  mail  was  carried,  to  run  daily  during  the 
winter,  so  as  entirely  to  exclude  passengers;  and  in  addition  to 
this,  they  ran  a  line  of  coaches  three  tiu)es  a  week  by  which 
the  intermediate  and  smaller  offices  might  be  supplied  with  the 
mail.  This  was  running  ten  times  instead  of  seven  times  a 
week.  For  this  service  the  postmaster  general  allowfjd  them 
2,500  dollars.  The  service  appears  to  have  been  important  to 
keep  up  without  interruption  the  regular  communication  be- 
tween the  north  and  the  south  tluring  the  winter  when  these 
roads  are  said  to  be  extremely  difficult  to  pass.  Evidence  satis- 
factory to  the  postmaster  general  is  filed  in  the  department  to 
show  that  the  allowance  made  was  but  a  reasonable  equivalent 
for  the  expense  to  which  the  service  subjected  the  contractors. 
A  contract  was  made  with  Jas.  F.  Robinson,  dated  15th  Oc- 
tober, 1831,  to  transport  the  mail  January,  1.  1832,  to  December 
31, 1835,  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Georgetown,  Kentucky, 
72  miles  daily,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  for  1,060  dollars  a 
year.  After  tliis  contract  was  made,  and  before  the  service 
under  it  commenced,  such  increased  expedition  was  given  to 
the  western  mail  as  to  carry  it  from  Washington  city,  and  from 
Baltimore  to  Cincinnati,  in  two  days  less  than  under  the  former 
contracts,  and  so  arrive  at  Cincinnati  at  6  o'clock  in  the  even- 
in*.  To  give  to  Kentucky  the  full  benefit  of  this  expedition,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  direct  the  contractor  on  this  route, 
to  leave  Cincinnati  every  night  after  the  arrival  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  mail  from  the  east,  at  7  o'clock,  and  arrive  at 
Georgetown  the  next  morning  by  7  o'clock  so  as  to  connect 
with  the  mail  to  Louisville.  He  was  therefore  directed,  on 
the  29th  December,  1831,  to  run  through  in  12  hours,  instead  of 
14  hours,  his  contract  time.  The  schedule  in  the  original  con- 
tract was  to  leave  Cincinnati  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
arrive  at  Georgetown  by  6  o'clock  in  the  evening;  leave  George- 
town at  6  in  the  morning,  and  arrive  at  Cincinnati  by  7  in  the 
evening,  giving  14  hours  each  way,  and  the  day  lime  for  run- 
ning. The  alteration  gave  but  12  hours  each  way,  and  the  night 
instead  of  the  day  for  running.  The  contractor  alleged  that 
this  increased  expedition  added  to  the  difficulty  of  running  in 
the  night  instead  of  the  day,  subjected  him  to  an  additional  ex- 
pense of  ,$4,800  a  year,  and  claimed  that  sum  as  an  extra  com- 
pensation for  the  service.  The  second  article  of  the  contract  sti- 
pulates, that  the  postmaster  general  may  alter  the  times  of  arrival 
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and  ilepartnre,  and  alter  the  contract,  he  receiving;  an  adequate 
compensation  for  any  extra  expense  that  may  be  occasioned 
thereby.     He  did  not  reject  the  clami,  but  refused  to  make  any 
allowance  until  salisfactnry  evidence  should  be  prodnced  of  the 
amount  of  such  extra  expense.     He  Iherelorc;  named   two  ex- 
perienced stage   pruprietord  in  that  ?tate,  John    Hntcliins  and 
J.  G.  Chiles,  and  proposed  to  reler  to  them  the  decision  of  what 
was  the  extra  expense,  the  posuriasiBr  general  still  reservin;;  to 
liimself  the  right  of  determinin!^  what  was  equitable,  after   re- 
cciviiii{  ihcir  certificate.     These  gentlemen  certified  that  the  in- 
creased expedition  required  four  additional  teams  of  four  horses 
each,  and  two  coaches — that  the  annual  exi)ense  of  the  four 
teams  was  fairly  estimated  at  ,<f800  each,  making  .$3,200;  and 
the  two  additional  coaches  at  t-j*;JOO,  making  an  additional  ex 
pense  of  ."^'^jSOO  per  annum.     'I'he  postmaster  general   was  still  ' 
unwilling  to  allow   so  large  a  sum;  but  three  other  citizens, 
MiJes   W.  Dickey,  Robert  \V.  Ewing  and  John  Dudly,  certified 
Ihai  ^4,000  a  year  would   be  but  a   moderate  and    reasonable 
compensation   for  the  service.     The  postmaster  general,  upon 
these  testimonials,  made  him  an  additional  allowance  of  ,«,:j,000 
a  year.     When  it  is  consi<iered,  thai  in  a  coutraet  like  this,  the 
contractor  depends   mainly  upon   his   passengers  to  defray  the 
expense  of  his  performance,  especially  when  the  times  of  run- 
ning are  such  as  will  be  most  accommodating  to  pa.ssengers,  as 
was  the  case  originally  in   this  contract,  and  wlien  the   post 
.master  genera!  shall  afterwards  give  an  order,  the  fulfilment 
of  which  shall  greatly  increase  the  expense,  without  any  in- 
,crease  of  profit  from   the  passengers,  but  rather  tending  to  di- 
minish tlieir  number,  it   si^ems  reasonable  that  such  increased 
expense  should  be  borne  by  tiie  department.     This  principle  is 
also  recognized  in  tiie  contract  which   provides  th;it  the  post- 
master general  shall  make  an  adequate  compensation  for  such 
extra  expense.     The  allowance  then  is  but  the  fulfiluient  of  a 
stipulation  in  the  original  contract;  and  in  this  case,  it  ajtpears 
to  be  just  and  equif.ablc. 

Josiah  Morton  swears;  that  in  1832,  he,  with  Win.  Lewis  and 
Thomas  Lindsay,  run  a  line  of  stages  on  the  road  from  Frede- 
rick to  Hagerstown,  in  Maryland,  at  the  time  when  the  articles 
of  agreement  referred  to  in  Mr.  Orowii's  statement,  were  en- 
tered into  between  the  Pennsylvania  and  national   road  com 
panies — that  that  agreement  contained  an  article  tending  to  in- 
jure him  by  driving  him  off  the  road;  and  that  he  learned  from 
Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Tomlinson,  that  Mr.  Brown  received  fifty 
dollars  of  Mr.  Carter  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  bringing  about 
that  agreement.     For  the  part  which  Mr.  Brown  took,  we  re- 
fer to  his  statement  on  oath,  by  v/hich  it  appears  that  he   was 
jiot  the  author  of  the  articles  of  agreement,  nor  were  tliey  dic- 
tated by   him — that   he  was   only   the   means  of  bringing  the 
parties  together,  and   urging  the  necessity  of  an  adjustment  of 
Iheir  differences,  and  that  he  wrote  articles  for  them  after  the 
parties  had  agreed  upon  the  terms;  and  that  what  he  received 
from  one  of  the  companies  was   on   account  of  the  expense 
which   he  had  incurred  in   performing  a  journey  to  Pittsburgh 
and  Wheeling,  for  the  purpose   of  effecting  an  agreement  be- 
tween his  friends.     Mr.  Horton  was  not  a  mai!  contractor,  nor 
did  he  carry  a  mail  in  the  stages  which  he  was  running.    It  was 
rather  an   opposition  line  to  Mr.  Stockton,  the  contractor.     If 
an  agreement  between  the  companies,  who  were  contractors, 
operated  to  the  detriment  of  an  opposition  line  upon  either  of 
their  roads,  we  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  proper  subject  of  in 
lerference,  either  by  the  department  or  any  other  branch  of  the 
government.     Every  citizen  has  a  lawful  right  to  run  a  line  of 
stages  upon   any  highway,  at  his  pleasure;  an<l  the  proprietors 
of  other  lines,  in  making  their  arrangements  fur  passengers,  are 
undtrno  obligation  in  law  to  guard  his  interest.     But  as  this  is 
a  matter  which   has  no  reference  to   the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  but  passengers  only,  and  that  in  stages  which  do  not  carry 
the  mail,  nor  bear  any  relation  to  the  department,  it  is  not  a 
proper  subject  of  itiqiiiry  or  interference  on  our  part.    Tliere 
was  nothing  official  in  ihe  transaction,  nor  any  thing  over  which 
either  the  department  or  congress  could  exercise  any  control. 

Mr.  Horton  also  swears  that  he  has  been  endeavoring  for 
four  years  past  to  get  contracts  from  the  d(;i)artment,  but  he  has 
inot  been  able  to  succet'd;  that  he  has  been  the  lowest  bidder,  he 
helieveK,  a  dozen  times,  yet  the  contracts  are  always  given  to 
others.  He  instances  two  cases — One  is,  that  he  proposed  to 
carry  the  mail  between  Washington  and  VVinchester,  via.  Lees- 
burgh,  for  $1,300,  but  the  contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Stockton  at 
{!^2,300. 

We  have  examined  this  case,  and  find  the  facts  to  be  as  fol- 
lows: The  route  from  Washington  city,  by  Lecsburgli,  to  Win- 
chester, 70  miles,  and  from  Fairfield  Court  House,  to  Winches- 
ter, 56  miles,  both  three  times  a  week,  in  four-horse  post 
coaches,  were  proposed  to  be  taken  by  Messrs.  Stockton  & 
Stokes,  in  1830,  at  $4,000  for  the  two  routes,  with  the  improve- 
ment on  the  former  to  run  six  times  a  week,  for  half  of  each 
year,  between  Wa.'^hington  and  Leesburgh,  and  to  run  three 
times  a  week  between  Alexandria  and  Leesburgh  and  to  extend 
an  afternoon  mail  six  times  a  week  from  Washington  to  Balli 
more,  po  as  to  deliver  the  Leesburgh  mail  in  Baltimore  the  same 
day  it  leaves  Leesburgh,  instead  of  suffering  it  to  be  detained  in 
Washington  until  the  next  day. 

Mr  Horton's  bid  on  the  route  from  Washington  by  Lees- 
burgh to  Winchester,  was  for  $1,370  a  year,  and  the  lowest  bid 
on  the  route  from  Fairfax  Court  Mouse,  ti>  Winchester  was 
$1,800.  If  Mr.  Morton's  bid  had  been  acci-pted  on  the  one 
r<'uto,  and  the  lowest  bid  on  the  other  route,  then  the  two 
icomep  would  have  cost   the  department  $3,175  a  year.     Mr. 


Stockton  was  already  the  contractor  on  the  route  and  his  bjd  at 
$4,000  for  the  two  routes,  with  the  improvenietits,  was  aecepl- 
ed.     The  difference  was  $825  a  year;  and  for  that  sum  the  de- 
partment received,  by  this  acceptance,  the  additional  service  of 
three  mails  a  week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  between  Wash- 
ington and  Leesburgh,  and  six  afternoon  mails  a  week  between 
Washington  and  Baltimore,  by  which  the  mails  from  Winches- 
ter and  Leesburgh,  and  other  places  in  the  northern  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  delivered  in  Baltimore  the  evening  of  their  arrival 
in  W^rshington,  instead  of  being  detained  till  the  next  day,  and 
facilities  of  an  afternoon  mail  to  Baltimore  given  to  the  citizens 
of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  Alexandria.     The   postniaster 
general  considered  tliis  the  best  bid,  and  therefore  accepted  it. 
The  other  case  which  he  instances   is  that  of  the  route  be- 
tween Washington  city  and  Lynchburgh,  Virginia,  200  miles. 
He  alleges  that  his  bid   was  lower  than  that  of  Mr.  Smith  by 
$1,500,  as  he  believes;  yet  Mr.  Smith  obtained  the  contract. 
The  facts  appear  to  be  as  follows:  William  Smith,  of  Virginia, 
had,  about  a  year  before  the  advertising  of  this  route,  in  1830, 
the  period  to  which  Hoi  ton's  affidavit  refers,  established  a  line 
of  four-horse  post  coaches,  to  run  three   limes  a  week  on  the 
whole  route  between  Washington  and  Lynchburgh.     When,  in 
1830,  the  advertisement  was  issued  for  proposals  for  the  whole 
of  the  southern  seciion,  Mr.  Smith  proposed   to  lenew  his  con- 
tract on  tliis  route  at  $'o,000  a  year,  for  four  years,  from  the  1st 
of  J;iiuiary,  1831.     Mr.  Morton  proposed  to  take  the  contract  at 
$5,450  a  year,  as  appears  by  the  proposal   books,  makina  a  dif- 
ference of  550  dollars  a   year,  and   not  1,500,  as  Mr.  Horton 
supposed.     Mr.  Smith  also  proposed,  without  any  further  com- 
pensation, to  furnish   the  mail   with  euards,  if,  at  any  time  it 
should  become  necessary   on  this   route,  a?  it  had  on  several 
other  routes.     He  also  bound  himself  to   make  stich   provision 
for  passengers  on  the  route;  funn  Winchester,  connecting  with 
this  at  Fairfax  Court  Flouse,  as  would  supercpile  the  necessity 
of  extending  that  route  from  Fairfax  Court  House  to  Alexan- 
dria, 14  inih's.     The  postmaster  general  considered  Mr.  Smith's 
bid  the  most  eligible   of  the  two,  if  he  had  only  reganied  the 
improvements.  But  there  werK  other  considerations  before  him. 
It  is   usual   to  give  a  preference  to  old  contractors,  when  they 
are  known  to  be  faithful.     Mr.  Smith  was  the  former  contrac- 
tor on   tiiis   route,  and,  as  such,  was  very  favorably  known  to 
the  depaiiment.     Mr.  Horton  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fa- 
vorably known   to   the   department.    The   present  postmaster 
general  had  been  but  a  little  more  than  a  year  in  office,  and  for 
a  knowledge  of  the  character  of  contractors,  he,  of  course,  re- 
ferred to  the  testimonials   left  in  the   department  by  his  prede- 
cessor.    From    them  he  does  not  appear  to  have  found   any 
thing  favorable  respecting  Mr.  Horton.     It  appears  that  in  the 
fall  of  1828,  when  the  last  lettings  were  made  under  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, Josiah  Morton  &,  Co.  proposed  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in 
stages  bt?lween  Boston  and  Providence,  42  miles,  for  690  dollars 
a  year.     Under  the  record  of  this  proposal  is  written,  in  the 
hand  writing  of  the  late  postmaster  general,  the  following  note: 
"The  persons  associated   with  Mr.   Horton   not   being   made 
knovvn  to  the  department,  and  as  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  property  on  this  route,  which,  by  the  rules  of  this  depart- 
ment, must  be  purchased  by  the  under  bidder,  it  is  believed  that 
he  does  not  possess  the  means  to  purchase  the  same.    The  bid 
of  the  contractors  is,  therefore,  accepted  as  above."    Against 
the  names  of  Gay  &,  Homer,  above,  is  also  written,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  McLean,  "accepted  at  2,000."  Thus,  itappears, 
he  was  not  accredited  by  the  late  postmaster  for  a  daily  mail, 
42  miles,  but  another  proposal  was  accepted  at  nearly  three 
times  the  amount  of  Mr.  Morton's.     We  should,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  conclude  that  the  acceptance   of  Mr.  Smith's 
proposal,  in  preference  to  that  of  Mr.  Horton,  for  a  route  of  200 
miles  in  length,  wa.s  judicious  and  proper. 

Tiie  contracts  with  gen.  George  House,  of  Ohio,  have  also 
been  the  subjects  of  investigation.  He  was  under  contract  with 
the  late  postmaster  general,  for  transporting  the  mail,  once  a 
week,  between  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  and  Chillicothe.  62  miles,  in 
two-horse  stages,  frojn  January  1,  1828,  to  December  31,  1831, 
at  $600  a  year.  From  the  1st  November,  1829,  he  was  allowed, 
by  the  present  postmaster  general,  an  additional  sum  of  $600  a 
year,  for  running  twice  a  week  in  four-horse  post  coaches. 
John  Black  was  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Galli- 
polis and  Coalsmouth.  Va.  twice  a  week,  on  horseback,  from 
January  1,  1831,  for  $394  a  year.  In  the  spring  of  1831,  George 
House  appears  to  have  contemplated  the  establishment  of  a 
steamboat  line  from  Gallipolis  across  the  Ohio  river, and  up  the 
Kanhavva  to  Coalsmouth,  Va.  50  miles,  where  it  would  connect 
with  the  stage  route  from  Fredericksburgh,  by  Charlottesville, 
Staunton  and  Guyandotte,  to  Catlettsburgh,  in  Kentucky;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  mail  carried  by  steamboats,  House 
was  directed  to  extend  his  mail  route  from  Gallipolis,  from 
April,  1831,  which  superseded  the  contract  of  Black.  He  did 
not  succeed  with  his  steamboat,  but  carried  the  mail  on  horse- 
back, for  which  he  received  no  more  compensation  than  Black 
was  entitled  to  under  his  contract.  The  contract  of  House  ex- 
piri;d  on  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  and  in  the  summer  of  1831, 
when  the  routes  in  that  quarter  were  advertised  to  run  three 
times  a  week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  The  proposal  ofcen. 
House  was,  to  extend  to  Kanawha  Court  House, 62  miles,  which 
would  double  the  distance,  and  to  carry  the  mail  in  steamboats, 
between  Gallipolis  and  Kanawha  Court  House,  for  $3,600  a 
year.  Mis  proposal  was  rejected,  and  that  of  A.  L.  Ross  &  Co. 
accepted,  at  $1,100  a  year,  to  run  from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis, 
60  miles,  and  to  run  through  in  30  hours.    Though  gen.  House 
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has  not  succeeded  with  his  sti-aniboat,  he  appears  to  have  had 
one  in  a  slate  of  foiwardne.ss,  preparmii  for  liie  route  np  tlie 
Kanavvlia;  and  Mie  (Iciiartnxnl  apiicars  to  liave  been  anxious  to 
have  lite  steaniboai  line  estahlit^luid,  as  a  connecting  link  be- 
tween llie  (iuyandolte  &taf;e  route  in  Vir|i;inia,  and  the  stage 
lines  fro.ii  Gallipoli?,  by  Cliillicolhe,  to  Columbus,  and  to  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio.  In  conforuiity  willi  tlie  wishes  of  llie  depart- 
ment, A.  L.  Uoss,  tiK.'tcfore,  voluntarily  relinquished  tlie  route 
between  Gallipolis  and  Cliillieoihe,  that  il  niiiilu  be  niven  to 
House,  and  extended,  by  steamboat,  to  Coalsnioulh  or  Kanawha 
C(Hirl  House. 

A  contract  was  then  made  with  George  House,  to  carry  the 
mail  tiiree  times  a  week,  in  four-hoi.se  post  coaclics,  62  miles, 
througli  in  one  day;  also,  to  extend,  three  times  a  week,  on 
horseback,  from  G.illipolis  to  Coalsmouth,  50  miles;  and  if  it 
should  be  found  practicable  to  run  steamboats,  then  to  extend 
to  Kanawha  Court  House,  62  miles,  and  to  carry  (lie  mail  in 
steamboats  between  Gallipolis  and  Kanawha  Court  House,  and 
to  perform  the  whole  service  for  i5J2,600  a  year.  It  appears  from 
the  reports  from  postmasters,  that  gen.  House  has  often  failed 
to  deliver  the  mail,  on  his  route,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  department,  and  the  penalties  have  not  been  generally  en- 
forced. These  failures  were  frequently  occasioned  by  the  high 
and  impassable  stale  of  the  waters  on  this  route,  and  in  some 
instances,  the  penalties  have  been  imposed;  still  we  cannot 
think,  from  the  evidence  now  in  the  possession  of  the  depart- 
tiient,  that  sufficient  rigor  has  been  exercised. 

William  Smitli  is  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  in  coaches 
on  many  routes,  among  which  are  the  most  of  those  constitut- 
ing the  line  from  Washington  city — by  Fairfax  Court  House, 
W^arrenton,  Va.  Culpeper  Court  House,  Orange  Court  House, 
Charlottesville,  Lynchburgh,  Danville,  Salem,  N.  C.  Yorkville, 
S.  C.  and  Washington,  Ga.  to  Milledgeville.  The  route  from 
Washington  to  Lynchburgh,  200  miles,  he  contracted  to  run 
«hree  times  a  week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  from  January 
1,  1831,  to  December  31,  1834,  at  $6,000  per  annum.     In  April, 

1831,  such  altcralion  was  made  in  times  of  arrival  and  depar- 
ture on  this  route,  and  on  the  route  between  Lynchburgh  and 
Danville,  and  such  increased  expedition  given,  as  to  require 
considerable  additional  expense.  The  object  was  to  perfect  the 
connexion  south  of  Danville,  with  the  route  from  Salem,  N.  C. 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  so  as  to  save  two  days  of  time, 
which  would  otiierwise  be  lost;  and  it  is  stated  that  it  would 
require  two  additional  teams  of  horses.  For  this  alteration,  he 
was  allowed  800  dollars  a  year  extra  pay.  In  the  August  fol- 
lowing, he  was  directed  to  make  such  further  alteration,  on  that 
part  of  the  route  between  Warrenton  and  Washington  city,  as 
would  bring  the  mail,  once  in  each  week,  into  the  latter  place, 
one  day  earlier  than  it  would  otherwise  do.  This  alteration 
evidently  suhjectod  him  to  increased  expense,  and  it  is  s-tated 
that  it  required  an  additional  team;  and  he  was  allowed  for  it 
300  dollars  a  year  extra  compensation.  He  was  afterwards  al- 
lowed $1,200  for  improving  it  from  a  tri  weekly  to  a  daily  route 
between  Washington  city  and  Warrenton,  50  miles.     In  April, 

1832,  he  was  allowed  the  furthersum  of  1,600  dollars  perannum, 
for  extending  the  daily  route  to  Orange  Court  House,  and  from 
the  1st  of  May,  1832,  he  was  allowed  the  further  sum  of  3,000 
dollars  a  year,  for  extending  the  daily  line  of  coaches  the  whole 
distance  from  Washington  city  to  Lynchburgh. 

The  extension  of  the  line  daily,  from  Washington  to  Lynch- 
burgh, appears  to  have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  gene- 
ral and  earnest  calls  of  the  citizens  of  the  section  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  this  mail  runs.  Letters  and  petitions  were 
presented  with  more  than  one  thousand  signatures,  calling  for 
the  improvement,  and  sustained  by  the  members  of  congress 
representing  the  country  through  which  it  passes.  This  makes, 
together  with  the  former  allowances,  6,900  dollars  a  year,  extra 
allowance  for  improving  the  route  from  three  times  to  seven 
times  a  week.  His  original  contract  was  6,000  dollars  a  year 
for  three  weekly  trips,  or  2,000  dollars  a  year  for  each  weekly 
trip.  Four  additional  weekly  trips  were  added,  which,  at  the 
same  rate,  would  amount  to  8,000  dollars  a  year.  The  ailow- 
-ance  was  less  than  that  sum.  It  was  therefore  within  the  limi- 
tation fixed  by  law.  Its  expediency  is  the  only  point  on  which 
a  question  can  be  raised.  It  has  been  suggested  that  its  proxi 
mity  to  another  route,  that  from  Fredericksburgh,  Virginia,  to 
Mil'.oM,  North  Carolina,  is  such  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  or 
improper  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  daily  coach  mail  on  this 
route.  On  this  point,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  postmaster 
general,  and  that  the  citizens  interested,  including  their  repre- 
sentatives in  cniviress,  are  the  most  competent  judges.  It  runs 
through  an  impnriant  section  of  the  country,  connecting  the 
seats  of  justice  of  not  less  than  sev<^n  counties,  including  the 
towns  of  ClKnioiU'svijle  and  Lynchburgh,  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  seal  of  the  gei;.  ral  govprnment.  There  is  another 
stage  route  running  between  this  and  the  principnl  mail  route 
to  the  southern  cities.  But  it  has  no  connexion  wiih  this  route, 
that  commencing  at  Fredericksburgh,  and  terminating  at  Mil 
ton.  North  Carolina,  and  this  commencing  at  Washinston,  and 
terminating  at  Lynchburgh.  There' are  other  routes  extpnding 
from  the  southern  termination  of  these,  which  continue  till  ihey 
terminate  in  one  point  at  Sajem,  North  Carolina,  and  th(^  prin- 
cipal mail  route  between  W^ashington  and  Fredericksburgh, 
connects  these  northern  points;  but  they  commence  fifty-seven 
miles  distant  from  each  other,  and  their  lerminndng  points. 
Milton  and  Lynchbiirjh,  are  still  more  disinnt.  We  are  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is  nntliing  oliviously  inexpedient 
ki  ilic  iiiiptaveiiKiuts  which  have  been  made  in  thia  route;  and 


from  the  uncommon  solicitude  of  the  citizens  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  subject,  it  would  seem  that  they  were  uii 
object  of  more  than  ordinary  desire.  The  posimasur  general, 
who  had  the  best  means  o(  delerminiug  Ihe  ([uesiioii,  decided  in 
favor  of  its  expediency;  and  we  find  no  evidence  wliicli  would 
juslily  us  in  taking  exception  to  his  decision.  There  has  been 
a  reduction  made  in  the  line,  from  Washinglon  to  Lynchbuigh; 
the  mail  is  now  only  transporled  six  limes  a  week  lo  Warren- 
ton, and  three  times  a  week  to  Lynchburgh;  and  a  correspond- 
ing reduction  of  compensation  has  also  been  made:  this  dimi- 
nulion  of  service  and  coiripensaiion,  has  been  produced  by  the 
want  of  means  in  the  department,  and  we  are  now  prepared  to 
say,  that  the  former  service  and  compensaiion  should  be  re- 
stored, whenever  the  finances  of  the  department  will  warrant 
it.  It  should  be  remarked  in  this  case,  that  no  imputation  of 
partiality  towards  the  conliactors  should  be  indulged  in,  be- 
cause, the  compensaiion  of  the  extra  services  falls  short  of  ihe 
legal  standard,  or  what  might  have  been  allowed  by  law,  and 
the  reduction  of  service,  to  so  great  an  amount  was  made  at 
such  a  season  of  the  year  as  greatly  to  sacrifice  the  value  of 
much  of  Ihe  stock  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  reduction. 

The  mail  routes  between  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  Cailelts- 
burgh,  Kentucky,  252  miles,  were  advertised  lo  run  three  times 
a  week  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  Porter,  Belden,  &  Co.  pro- 
posed lo  perform  that  service  from  January  1st,  1831,  to  Dec. 
31st,  1834,  three  times  a  week  for  7,506  dollars  a  year,  or  six 
times  a  week  for  15,120  dollars  a  year,  or  daily  for  15,500  dol- 
lars a  year.  The  contract  was  made  for  three  limes  a  week,  at 
7,566  dollars  a  year,  and  signed  by  Edwin  Porter,  &  Co.  and 
Jourdon  Woolfolk,  dated  October  20,  1830,  to  commence  Janu- 
ary 1,  1831,  and  to  continue  four  years.  About  a  year  after  this 
contract  commenced  they  were  allowed  the  additional  sum  of 
156  dollars  a  year  for  sending  a  mail  on  horseback  three  limes 
a  week  to  the  post  office  at  Tease's  valley.  From  1st  April, 
1831,  three  months  after  this  contract  commenced,  it  was  im- 
proved to  six  times  a  week.  Their  proposals  would  have  en- 
titled them  to  15,120  dollars  for  the  whole  service  six  times  a 
week,  which  would  have  been  an  additional  allowance  to  the 
original  contract  of  7,554  dollars  a  year;  but  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral refused  them  this  amount,  and  allowed  them  only  5,000 
dollars  a  year,  which  was  2,554  dollars  less  than  iheir  proposal. 
In  August,  1832,  that  part  of  this  route  which  lies  between 
Guyandotte  and  Cailettsburgh,  12  miles,  was  discontinued,  and 
a  reduction  of  346  dollars  a  year  made  from  their  contract. 
From  the  1st  November  last,  the  whole  line  was  reduced  lo  a 
triweekly  route,  and  the  allowance  of  5,000  dollars  a  year 
withdrawn  which  had  been  made  for  its  improvement;  also  Ihe 
allowance  of  156  dollars  a  year  for  sending  a  mail  lo  Tease'3 
valley,  was  at  the  same  lime  withdrawn,  which  reduced  the 
annual  compensaiion  for  the  stage  line  lo  7,220  dollars  a  year, 
being  346  dollars  less  than  the  original  contract.  In  this,  we 
discover  nolhing  incompatible  with  law  and  equity. 

The  law  of  March  2d,  1823,  (sec.  3),  which  establishes  as  post 
roads  all  waters  on  which  steamboats  regularly  pass,  from  port 
to  port,  makes  the  Ohio  river  a  post  road;  and  the  4lli  and  5lh 
sections  of  the  law,  of  March  3, 1825,  has  been  construed  by  the 
postmaster  general,  as  authorising  him  lo  make  contracts  for 
the  conveyance  of  mails  on  extended  routes,  and  on  steamboat 
routes,  without  advertising,  as  is  required  in  ordinary  cases. 
Instead  of  being  governed  by  advertisement,  as  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  other  restriction,  he  is  restricted  in  contracts,  under 
the  4th  section  by  proceeds  of  the  post  office,  on  ihe  extended 
part  of  the  route — and  in  contracts  under  the  5lh  section,  he  is 
restricted  by  the  number  of  letters  and  papers  conveyed.  Un- 
der the  section  which  autliorises  him  to  make  contracts  for 
carrying  the  mail  by  steamboats,  it  is  the  practice,  when  the 
number  of  letters  and  papers  conveyed  by  such  steamboat  will 
not  probably  be  so  gieat  as  lo  amount  to  a  very  considerable 
sum,  to  require  them  to  be  counted  at  Ihe  post  office,  when 
they  are  delivered,  and  payment  made  by  the  postmaster,  ac- 
cording to  law;  but  in  cases  where  the  mail  is  large,  and  will 
probably  amount  to  more  by  counting,  than  a  fair  contract 
price;  and  especially  when  it  contains  numerous  packets  mail- 
ed for  other  offices,  than  those  to  which  they  are  delivered  by 
the  steamboal,  the  counting  of  them  would  be  impracticable; 
and  it  is  Ihe  practice  of  ihe  postmaster  general  lo  enter  into 
contract  upon  such  terms  as  in  his  judgment  are  most  eligible 
for  its  transportation  in  steamboats.  In  pursuance  of  this  prac- 
tice, the  postmaster  general  extended  Ihe  original  route  which 
was  then  in  operation  from  Staunlon  lo  Guyandotte,  so  as  to 
run  by  steamboats  from  Guyandotte,  Virginia,  down  the  Ohio 
river,  by  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  lo  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  run  six 
times  a  week  each  way,  for  which  he  allowed  the  conlraclor 
$13,000  a  year.  It  it  stated  by  the  postmaster  general,  that  on 
experiment  il  was  found  that  the  part  of  the  route  between 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville  was  much  more  important  than  the 
pnrt  between  Guyandotte  and  Cincinnati;  and  as  the  oreat 
northern  and  eastern  mail,  which  arrived  at  Cincinnati  for  Lou- 
isville, and  all  places  south  and  west  of  that  place,  was  daily 
instead  of  six  times  a  week,  it  was  desirable  to  have  that  part 
of  the  steamboat  route  daily  instead  of  six  limes  a  week;  hut 
the  contraeior  aliened,  that  a  daily  mail  would  require  an  addi- 
tional steamboat,  which  would  greatly  increase  the  expense.  It 
was  therefore  stipulated,  thai  he  should  run  but  four  trips  a 
week  each  way,  between  Guyandotte  and  Cincinnati,  and 
seven  trips  a  week  each  way,  between  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville, without  any  change  in  his  compensation.  From  the  1st 
November  last,  the  part  of  the  route  between  Guyandotte  and 
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Cincinnati  was  reduced  to  two  trips  each  way,  a  week,  and  a 
deduction  made  from  his  compensation  of  5,000  dollars  per  an- 
num. The  [iresent  steamboat  contract,  therefore,  is  to  run 
twice  a  week  each  way,  between  Gnyaridotte  and  Cincinnati, 
and  daily  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  and  the  annual 
compensation  is  8,000  dollars. 

The  mail  route  between  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  has  been  a  subject  of  investigation.  It  appears  that 
the  contract  for  this  route  had  been  annulled  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  contractors;  and  the  postmaster  general  advertised 
it  on  the  15th  of  April,  18-29,  for  proposals  to  be  received  till  the 
12th  July,  1829,  to  run  three  times  a  week  from  Mobile,  via 
Pascagoula,  in  stages  and  steamboats,  the  terms  indefinite.  It 
was  accepted  to  James  Reeside  &  Co.  at  25,000  dollars  a  year; 
and  the  contract  made  with  them,  at  that  rate,  to  transport  the 
mail  in  stages  and  steamboats,  or  in  steamboats,  as  might  be 
found  most  eligible,  for  four  years,  from  the  16ih  of  November, 
1829.  The  contract  is  dated  July  24,  1829,  signed  by  James 
Reeside,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  William  B.  Stokes,  John  H. 
Avery,  Edwin  Porter,  and  the  Potomac  steamboat  company  by 
Frederick  May. 

The  postmaster  general  determined,  in  the  fail  of  1831,  to  im- 
prove the  mail  route  between  the  Atlantic  cities  and  New  Or- 
leans, to  a  daily  line;  but  as  the  enterprise  of  this  company  had 
in  many  respects  proved  disastrous,  he  determined  to  confine 
the  contract  on  the  route  for  this  part  of  the  line  to  the  respon- 
sibility of  an  individual  who  might  select  his  associates,  but 
stand  personally  pledged  for  the  performance  of  the  service. 
He  therefore,  superseded  this  contract  by  a  new  one,  with  Ed- 
win Porter,  to  run  daily,  instead  of  three  times  a  week,  and  to 
receive  for  his  annual  compensation  40,000  dollars.  This  con- 
tract bears  date  October  15,  1831,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
January  1832,  and  to  continue  four  years.  It  is  sianed  by  Ed- 
win Porter,  as  principal,  and  by  Sidney  Porter  and  Wilson  Al- 
len, as  sureties.  Under  this  contract  the  mail  appears  to  be 
carried  at  this  time. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  this  contract  was  liable  to  excep- 
tion. It  should  be  remenibered  that  the  postmaster  general  is 
expressly  authorized,  by  the  act  of  1825,  to  cause  the  mail  to  be 
transported  by  water,  from  the  city  of  Mobile  to  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  It  was  put  into  operation  before  the  present 
postmaster  general  came  into  office — was  advertised,  and  regu- 
larly let  to  contract,  in  July,  1829 — the  transportation  between 
the  above  named  places  to  be  tri-weekly  at  the  price  of  25,000 
dollars  per  annum.  The  additional  15,000  dollars  for  the  addi- 
tional four  trips  a  week,  so  as  to  make  the  service  daily,  at 
40,000  dollars  per  annum,  was  clearly  less  than  the  pro  rata  al- 
lowance which  the  postmaster  general  is  authorised  by  law  to 
grant. 

It  is  alleged,  however,  that  this  route  costs  the  large  sum  of 
40,000  dollars,  while  the  net  amount  received  for  postage  in  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  March  1833,  in  the  whole  state  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  only  $46,718  43,  and  at  this  time  cannot  greatly 
exceed  that  sum — and  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  the  net  amount 
of  postages  in  the  same  period  was  only  $37,682  .58.  Were 
these  two  states  alone  interested  in  this  route,  it  would  be  rea- 
dily admitted  that  the  expense  produced  by  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable, but  when  it  is  recollected  that  New  Orleans  is  the  point 
to  which  the  whole  surplus  agricultural  products  of  the  nine 
western  states,  and  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia are  transported  to  market,  and  the  purchasers  in  a  great 
measure  are  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  eastern  cities,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  whole  western  states,  and  a  great  portion 
of  the  eastern  trading  community,  have  an  interest  in  securing 
a  certain,  frequent  and  speedy  transmission  of  intelligence  by 
this  route.  A  principal  object  of  expedition  in  mail  transporta- 
tion, is  that  intelligence  through  that  channel  may  become  ge- 
neral among  those  who  have  articles  to  sell,  before  purchasers, 
or  their  agents,  acting  by  means  of  private  information,  pro- 
cured through  expresses,  and  otherwise,  can  obtain  that  advan- 
tage which  those  acting  with  a  knowledge  of  the  stock  of  the 
market  in  other  parts  of  the  world  always  have  over  those  who 
do  not  possess  similar  information.  In  this  view  of  the  subj(!ct. 
the  whole  western  country  is  deeply  interested  in  keeping  up  this 
route,  cost  what  it  may — without  it  they  might  be  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  sacrificing  the  products  of  their  labor  without  ob- 
taining a  fair  equivalent,  and  citizens  of  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  United  States  are  interested  in  procuring  certain  and  early 
intelligence  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  western  productions 
that  are  or  probably  may  be  in  market  at  New  Orleans.  It  is 
true  that  numerous  failures  have  occurred  on  this  route,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  incapacity  of  Mr.  Porter's  agent,  for  which  fines 
to  the  amount  of  about  6,000  dollars  have  been  imposed;  but 
since  the  contractor  has  fixed  his  residence  at  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  alternately,  and  given  to  the  route  his  immediate  per- 
sonal attention,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  has  become  regu- 
lar, and  well  connected  with  the  great  mail  line  from  Mobile  to 
the  Atlantic  cities.  By  this  arrangement  the  time  of  transport- 
ing the  mails  from  New  Orleans  to  Washington,  and  the  cities 
east  of  it,  is  several  days  less  than  it  was  previous  to  its  adop- 
tion. 

At  first  view  it  may  seem  exceptionable  that  the  postmaster 
general  has  granted  such  important  mail  facilities  in  the  south- 
ern and  western  slates,  and  has  not  to  a  greater  extent  discon- 
tinued unproductive  routes  in  those  sections,  inasmuch  as  the 
postages  received  in  those  states  in  no  instance  equals  the  ex- 
pense of  the  transportation  through  them.  It  is  true,  that  by 
the  act  of  1825,  he  is  directed  that  whenever,  within  the  term  of 


thiee  successive  years,  a  route  shall  fail  to  yield  one-fourth  of 
the  expense  incident  to  its  establishment,  to  discontinue  the 
same,  unless  in  cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  as  a  connex- 
ion or  continuance  of  a  route  or  routes,  and  provided  he  shall 
not  deprive  a  seat  of  justice  in  any  county  of  one  mail  going  to 
and  from  it.  We  are  not  aware  il)at  this  injunction  of  the  law 
has  been  disregarded,  nor  have  we  had  time  minutely  to  in- 
vestigate this  subject,  our  attention  having  been  directed  to  ob- 
jects deemed  more  important.  One  general  fact,  liovvever,  ia 
apparent:  but  the  southern  and  western  states  do  not,  through 
the  offices  in  them,  contribute  to  the  department  an  amount 
equal  to  the  expense  of  transportation.  Tliis  arises  from  seve- 
ral causes.  A  commercial  and  manufacturing  community  have 
more  correspondence,  and  of  course  contribute  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  revenues  of  the  department  than  an  agricultural 
people,  A  dense  will  contribute  more  than  a  sparse  popula- 
tion. Besides,  the  expense  of  transportation  through  an  old  and 
thickly  settled  country,  where  the  roads  are  well  improved,  and 
where  many  passengers  travel  in  mail  stages,  will  be  much 
cheapfr  than  in  a  quarter  of  the*  country  thinly  inhabited,  and 
where  the  roads  are  not  in  so  high  a  state  of  improvement.  But 
it  should  be  observed,  that  the  postages  returned  to  the  general 
post  office  from  the  offices  in  the  southern  and  western  states, 
do  not  contribute  the  whole  amount  that  mail  facilities  in  those 
sections  contribute  to  its  revenue.  Much  of  the  postages  re- 
ceived in  the  large  eastern  cities  arise  from  correspondence  re- 
ceived from  the  citizens  of  the  southern  and  western  states. 
But  suppose  the  fact  in  this  particular  to  be  that  the  southern 
and  western  states  have  some  advantage,  it  may  be  safely  af- 
firmed that  this  is  the  only  department  of  the  government  in 
which  they  are  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  other  sections  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  disburse- 
ment of  tlie  public  moneys.  To  say  nothing  of  the  unequal 
operations  of  the  revenue  laws  upon  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  it  is  apparent  that  llie  public  moneys  are  principally 
expended  on  the  eastern  seaboard;  as  instances,  light  houses, 
breakwaters,  harbors,  fortifications,  and  many  other  objects  of 
expenditures  that  might  be  named,  having  no  corresponding 
disbursements  in  the  western  states.  We  therefore  think  that 
the  circumstance  of  less  money  being  collected  by  the  depart- 
ment in  the  southern  and  western  states,  than  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  therein,  constitutes  no  solid  objection 
either  to  the  legislation  of  congress  on  this  subject  (for  the  ob- 
jection would  equally  apply  to  it)  or  the  administration  of  the 
department. 

Our  attention  has  been  particularly  drawn  to  some  of  the  in- 
cidental accounts  of  the  department.  Among  others,  the  ac- 
count of  moneys  paid  for  the  department  by  Mr.  Gouverneur, 
postmaster  at  New  York,  seemed  to  require  special  attention. 
Upon  a  full  investigation  of  this  account,  every  item  constitut- 
ing it  Wias  found  to  be  accompanied  by  its  appropriate  voucher, 
and  the  items  themselves  appeared  chiefly  to  be  such  as  had 
been  ordinarily,  under  former  administrations,  paid  for  by  the 
postmaster  at  New  York,  and  accredited  to  him  at  the  depart- 
ment, as  in  this  instance. 

The  accounts  for  printing  executed  for  the  department  by 
Francis  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe;  by  Mr.  Penn,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.;  by  Messrs.  Hill  &  Barton,  of  Concord,  N.  H.;  and 
by  Messrs.  True  &  Greene,  of  Boston,  Mass.  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1831,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  were  supposed  to  re- 
quire minute  examination.  We  compared  the  accounts  with 
the  vouchers  which  accompanied  them,  and  were  satisfied  that 
all  the  items  in  the  respective  accounts  were  correct,  and  that 
the  articles  and  work  charged  were  furnished  and  executed  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts.  The  only  point  of  difficulty  with  us 
was,  the  price  of  printing,  of  which  we  were  not  judges,  but 
from  all  the  information  we  were  able  to  collect,  we  believe  the 
prices  which  have  been  paid  are  reasonat)le.  But  to  prevent 
any  misapprehension  on  this  subject,  and  that  others  may  have 
the  same  opportunity  of  judL'ing,  we  present  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  prices  paid  by  the  department,  viz: 

To  S.  Penn,  jr.  Louisville,  Ky. 
For  printing  post  bills,  per  ream,  $1  50 

"  accounts  of  niails  received  and  sent  4  00 

"  newspaper  returns  4  00 

"  accounts  current  2  .50 

"  accounts  current  for  distributing  offices  3  00 

For  faint  ruling  2  00 

To  True  &  Greene,  Boston,  Mass. 
Same  prices  as  above. 

To  Hill  &  Barton,  Concord,  New  Hampsliire. 
Same  prices  as^above. 

The  same  prices  have  been  nllovvcd  to  F.  P.  Blair,  and  to 
Williatn  A.  Davis,  Washington  city,  for  printing;  but  they  exe- 
cuted the  riding  for  $\  50  per  leam. 

The  above  items,  together  with  the  advertisements  for  pro- 
posals, which  the  law  requires  shall  be  published  twelve  weeks 
in  succession,  constitute  the  principal  part  of  the  printing  done 
for  the  department.  The  advertising,  so  far  as  we  can  learn, 
has  been  done  at  the  usuar  rates. 

The  undersigned,  without  any  reference  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  post  office  department  has  been  administered  in  for- 
mer years,  or  at  the  present  time,  or  to  the  individuals  who  may 
have  had,  or  now  have,  the  management  of  it,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  legislation  of  congress  would  be  properto  the  following 
effect: 

1.  That  the  department  be  reorganized  in  such  way  as  to  se- 
cure a  proper  degree  of  responsibility,  not  only  in  the  head,  but 
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in  the  subordinate  branches  of  the  department;  and  for  that 
purpose  the  aiidjiing  of  the  accounts,  and  tlie  final  adjudication 
oftiieni,and  the  disburdeujenls  of  its  niont-ys,  should  be  confid- 
ed to  officers  appointed  by  the  (jre.sident  and  senate. 

2.  Tliat  repi)rls  be  made  to  congress  annually,  of  all  the  ex- 
penditures of  llie  department,  slated  in  detail,  ineludinji:  inci- 
dental expenses;  al^o,  of  all  new  contracts,  and  modifications 
of  contracts,  and  their  respective  prices;  also,  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  each  route, 
in  the  several  states  and  territories,  as  near  as  may  be. 

3.  That  any  person  employed  in  the  general  post  office,  shall 
be  prohibited  from  becoming  a  mail  contractor,  or  interested  in 
a  mail  contract,  or  an  agent,  with  or  williout  compensation,  for 
a  mail  contractor. 

4.  That  advertisements  for  proposals  to  carry  the  mail,  is- 
sued previous  to  the  periodical  lettings,  be  made,  as  near  as 
inay  be,  according  to  the  manner  in  which,  in  the  jud^llH'Mt  of 
the  postmaster  general,  the  mail  should  be  transported  during 
the  period  of  the  contract. 

5.  That  the  sealed  proposals  received  from  bidders  for  mail 
contracts,  shall  not  be  opened  until  after  the  time  for  receiving 
bids  shall  have  expired. 

6.  That  reports  be  made  to  congress,  annually,  of  all  failures 
by  contractors  to  deliver  mails,  and  the  action  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  in  regard  thereto,  in  each  case. 

FELIX  GRUNDY, 
JOHN  M.  ROBINSON. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

(X^  With  the  extra  means  used,  we  have  not  made 
much  impression  on  the  mass  of  current  matter  before 
us,  nor  can  room  be  obtained  for  several  articles  which 
have  been  prepared  for  this  number.  Until  after  the 
rising  of  congress,  we  cannot  hold  much  discretion  over 
the  contents  of  our  pages — they  must  be  given  up  to  a  re- 
cord of  the  public  documents  and  proceedings:  but  I'e- 
iieved  of  these,  there  are  several  important  subjects  that 
we  intend  to  discuss,  editorially, — and,  with  the,  large 
supply  that  we  have  of  valuable  stock-copy,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Register  will  be  made  more  generally  interest- 
ing than  it  now  is,  or  any  other  weekly  record  can  be,  for 
the  chief  contents  of  such  periodicals  are  anticipated  by 
the  daily  press,  and  elbow-room  cannot  be  obtained  for 
miscellaneous  matter,  or  desultory  reading. 

We  had  prepared  a  neat  abstract  of  the  most  recent  fo- 
reign intelligence — but  our  labor  is  lost,  for  we  cannot 
*'get  it  in."  No  important  event,  however,  has  happen- 
ed. The  affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  &c.  remain  nearly 
as  they  were  at  our  last  advices. 

|jtf=P.  S.  The  mail  of  last  evening  brought  us  the  N, 
York  papers  in  mourning.  By  a  late  arrival,  we  learn 
that  the  good  LAFAYETTE  died  on  the  20th  May,  in 
the  77th  year  of  his  age.  The  papers  are  filled  Avith 
tributes  of  respect  to  his  memory.  He  was  the  illustrious 
link  between  the  past  age  and  the  present — the  man  of 
two  worlds. 

We  know  that  not  much  faith  is  due  to  the  it  is  saids 
from  Washington — and  so  do  not  often  notice  them;  but 
it  is  rumored  that  Mr.  Taney  ma}'  be  named  for  secre- 
tary of  state,  or  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will  be — Mr.  Polk,  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  secretary  of  the  treasury- 
Mr.  Wilkiiis,  senator  of  the  U.  S.  postmaster  general — 
and  Mr.  JHoore,  who  contested  the  right  to  a  seat  in  the 
house  with  Mr.  Letcher,  be  ])laced  at  the  head  of  a  bu- 
reau. There  has  been,  also,  an  "it  is  said,"  that  Mr. 
Cass  would  resign  the  secretaryship  of  the  war  depart- 
ment. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  journal  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, that  Mr.  JMcKim  proposes  to  issue  fifteen 
millions  in  treasury  notes,  which  are  to  be  xoaned  to  in- 
dividuals on  good  security,  &c.  The  project  did  not 
meet  with  a  favorable  reception,  nor  do  we  suppose  that 
such  a  one  ever  will,  under  circumstances  like  the  pre- 
sent. Though  Mr.  McKim  has  long  entertained  this 
project,  it  rests  upon  the  principle  of  certain  proceed- 
ings lately  had  in  N.  York,  and  its  operation  would  be  to 
gather  power,  after  the  manner  of  the  safety  fund  sys- 
tem, for  political  purposes.  And,  without  a  reference 
to  this  case,  it  may  be  observed — that  some  of  the 
"perish  credit"  folks,  and  loudest  talkers  and  brawlers 
for  a  gold  currency,  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  new  manufactories  of  paper  money,  if 


subjected  to  the  managements  of  their  party — witness 
the  establishment  of  many  new  slate  l)anks,  and  the 
grand  scliemes  thrown  out  for  building  up  others,  on 
paper,  pai)cr,  paper. 

Witli  regard  to  tliis  proposition,  the  United  States 
Gazette  well  observes — 

"if  there  is  wo  distress,  why  should  the  government  lend  fif- 
teen millions  to  individuals?  And,  if  there  is  distress,  why  not 
remove  the  cause,  to  which  all  classes  of  citizens  who  com- 
()lain,  concurrently  point?" 

Tilings  will  remain  as  tliey  are,  so  far  as  they  depend 
on  tlie  government,  at  least  until  tiie  next  meeting  of 
congress;  when,  perhaps,  instmctioiis  may  be  given  that 
will  be  obeyed,  after  the  rinannei'  suggested  in  the  senti- 
ment oflTered  by  judge  Carr,  when  gov.  Floyd  was  pub- 
licly dined  at  Richmond,  as  follows — 

"The  peo()le — would  they  he  obeyed,  let  them  discard  the 
soft,  suing  language  of  memorials,  and  each  district  spealt  toils 
own  representative  in  the  voice  of  a  master.^' 

Thus  the  people  of  Virginia  have  spoken  to  Mr. 
Hives,  and  so  did  his  district  speak  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

As  was  anticipated,  the  senate,  having  rejected  the  no- 
mination oi  JMartin  Gordon,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans, 
also  rejected  the  nomination  of  his  son,  presented  by 
tlie  president,  for  the  same  office,  ivithout  a  division. 
"Not,  proliabl}^  (as  the  National  Intelligencer  observes), 
on  the  grounds  on  which  his  father's  nomination  was  re- 
jected, but  because  of  his  youth  and  consequent  presum- 
ed want  of  character  and  experience  sufficiently  mature 
for  so  important  and  responsible  a  station." 

We  have  no  recollection  of  a  precedent  for  such  a  no- 
mination, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  that  of 
young  Gordon.  The  senate,  however,  promptly  con- 
firmed tlie  nomination  o^  James  W.  JBreedlove,  as  collec- 
tor at  New  Orleans. 

About  two  weeks  since,  the  Irish  laborers  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  near  the  Point  of  Rocks, 
had  a  series  of  battles  among  themselves,  in  which  three 
persons  were  murdered,  and  many  others  injured.  And 
during  the  whole  of  the  present  week,  two  or  three  com- 
panies of  the  Baltimore  volunteers  have  been  engaged  in 
a  harrassing  and  unpleasant  duty,  to  reduce  and  keep  in 
order  large  bodies  of  Irishmen,  employed  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Washington  rail  road,  about  18  miles  hence, 
in  the  neighboi^hood  of  the  Patuxent — who,  divided  and 
marshalled  into  two  furious  parties,  the  Fardoivns  or 
Longfords  and  the  Corkojuans,  commenced  general  hos- 
tilities on  Sunday  last,  which  have  been  partially  conti- 
nued, notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the  troops,  up  to 
this  time,  though  some  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  apparent 
leaders  had  been  arrested  and  sent  to  prison.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  four  or  five  persons  have  been  murdered  in 
these  affrays,  and  broken  heads,  black  eyes  and  bloody 
noses  are  "without  count" — several  being  also  seriously 
injured  in  some  of  their  limbs.  It  is  said  that  they  had 
collected  about  forty  muskets,  and  appeared  resolved  to 
use  them  against  the  troops' — but  they  gave  way  when- 
ever an  advance  was  made  upon  them,  and  scattered  in 
the  woods,  through  which  they  were  hotly  pursued. 
Several  of  the  shantees,  or  huts,  had  been  fired  by  tliem 
and  consumed,  and  much  distress  prevails,  among  the  wo- 
men and  children.  The  whole  affray  was  among  them- 
selves, except  that  they  essayed  an  attack  upon  a  body 
of  German  laborers,  who  resisted  and  beat  them  back, 
being  well  disciplined  and  steady,  and  partially  armed 
for  defence.  A  good  many  of  the  Irish  were  supplied 
with  short  pikes.  The  number  of  rioters  is  thought  to 
have  been  four  or  five  hundred,  on  each  side;  and  neither 
party  seems  yet  disposed  to  end  the  quarrel.  From  100 
to  150  of  the  troops  remain  in  the  neighborhood.  Such 
brutal  and  wicked  proceedings  must  be  stopped — but  the 
frequent  occuiTence  of  them  renders  many  indifferent  of 
any  result,  provided  only  these  /bre/^?t  factions  do  not 
meddle  with  the  persons  and  property  of  peaceable  peo- 
ple. 

It  makes  us  quite  melancholy  to  see  that  the  democratic 
"Albany  Argus"  is  manufacturing  the  celebrated  general 
Root  into  a  thorough-going  "federalist" — an  alien  to  the 
"republican  party" — though  president  and  chief  of  the 
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"Spartan  band"  of  17,  in  the  senate  of  New  York,  in  j 
1824,  and  proceeding  the  -whole  length,  and  a  little  more, 
to  "preserve  the  republican  party,"  by  denying  the  right 
of  suffrage  to  the  people  of  that  state,  at  the  presidential 
election — and  though  that  denial,  by  depriving  M.v.Adains 
of  the  highest  vote  for  president,  probably  was  the  leading- 
cause  ot  the  success  of  general  Jackson  in  1828!  It  ap- 
pears that  the  sin  of  gen.  Root  is  in  believing  that  the 
''mortgage"  law  is  "inexpedient." 

There  was  a  "Spartan  band"  in  the  senate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1798,  which  nearly  defeated  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  while  a  large  majority  of  the  people  were  in 
favor  of  him,  as  was  the  majority  in  New  York  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Adams  in  1828;  and  we  hear  of  another  that  may 
hereafter  appear— -The  official  "Globe"  says — 

"A  new  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  either  a  limited  or 
perpetual  charter,  will  not  be  easily  established.  We  believe 
that  none  could  now  pass  either  house  of  congress.  We  know 
it  could  not  unite  two-thirds  of  both  houses.  ]f  it  could  pass 
the  two  houses,  a  band,  (a  Spartan  band,  if  it  must  be  so), 
would  rally  around  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  defend  this 
battlement  of  the  constitution  to  the  last  extremity." 

What! — 'AGAINST   TWO-THIRDS    OF    BOTH    HOUSES? 

We  mentioned  sometime  ago  that  col.  William  Duane 
had  issued  proposals  for  the  revival  of  the  "Aurora." 
He  has  just  now  explained  his  intentions  fully — he  en- 
tirely approves  and  will  support  "the  policy  of  general 
Jackson."  He  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bank,  or  a 
bank — thinks  that  the  power  of  the  president  "to  remove 
his  secretaries,"  is  unquestionable.  He  rather  doubts 
the  ^'prudential  policy''^  [and  that  only),  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  but  heartily  concurs  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  protest,  and  in  "the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  two  un- 
answered and  unanswerable  speeches  of  col.  Benton  on 
the  bank  question." 

We  shall  insert  the  prospectus  and  exposition  at  length, 
when  less  pressed  for  room  than  at  present. 

We  felt  assured  from  a  late  view  of  things  at  Washing- 
ton, that  a  direct  vote  on  the  resolutions  from  the  senate, 
the  one  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  insuf- 
ficient, and  the  other  requiring  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  be  hereafter  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  would  be  avoided  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
as  hinted  at  in  our  last  number;  and  on  the  13th  instant, 
they  were  both  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  thus  settled,  we 
think,  that  things  will  remain  just  as  they  are,  with  re- 
lation to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  the  local  banks,  and 
the  keeping  and  distribution  of  the  public  money — and 
that  all  persons  should  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
We  must  bear  and  forbear,  and  help  one  another  as  much 
as  we  can,  during  the  always-oppressive  summer  months 
on  men  who  have  much  money  to  pay^ — for  the  usual  diffi- 
culties^will  be  much  increased  with  these.  They  may 
hope  for  a  partial  relief  in  the  paralysis  that  has  been 
given  to  enterprise — but  this  paralysis  will  bear  on  the  la- 
boring poor,  deprived  of  employment.  And  with  such  a 
summer  as  is  before  us — ^vvhat  must  be  expected  in  the 
winter  season,  "which  we  know  must  come?"  In  the 
last  winter,  for  an  example,  there  were  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred houses  in  Baltimore  being  finished  by  our  carpen- 
ters; from  present  ai)pearances,  there  will  scarcely  be 
twenty  to  be  so  finished  in  the  next,  and  very  few  of  these 
are  extensive  buildings. 

The  health  of  Mr.  JMcDuffie  has  considerably  im- 
proved since  he  retired,  for  the  present,  from  his  seat  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  visit 
he  is  about  making  to  the  White  Sulphur  springs,  in 
Virginia,  will  restore  him. 

Gov.  Hayne  has  declined  to  cull  an  extra  meeting  of 
the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  t!)e 
late  decision  of  the  judges  against  the  test  oath,  as  had 
been  eai-nestly  requested  of  him.  We  shall  record  the 
papers  belonging  to  these  matters. 

Mr.  Duane,  being  recently  at  Providence,  R.  I.  partook 
of  a  public  dinner  m  that  city,  at  which  some  incidents 
o&curred  that  should,  and  will  be,  preserved. 


Mr.  Cooper,  the  novelist,  has  entered  the  political 
arena,  and  made  a  book  about  the  events  of  the  times. 
Many  will  regret  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Mr.  C- 

The  Synagogue  belonging  to  the  congregation  of  She- 
rath-Israel,  just  finished  in  Crosby  street,  New  York,  was 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  inst.  consecrated  with  the 
most  imposing  and  interesting  ceremonies,  which  were 
closed  by  an  oration  by  M.  M.  Noah,  esq.  The  build- 
ing is  a  very  costly  and  beautitul  one,  fifty-six  feet  in 
front  by  seventy-five  in  depth.  It  was  on  this  occasion 
filled  in  every  part,  and  most  of  the  clergy  and  magis- 
trates were  present. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  16th  inst.  says,— • 
It  is  a  circumstance  to  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  reader,  that,  taking  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress together,  a  majority  of  congress  has  pointedly  condemn- 
ed and  rebuked  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  deposite 
in  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates.  Thus:  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, the  vote  on  laying  the  resolution  of  thai  import  upon 
the  table  (a  test  vote)  was  114  to  102.  In  the  senate,  the  ma- 
jority upon  Mr.  Clayh  resolution,  condemning  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  was  so  decisive,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 
asked  for  by  the  minority;  but,  the  whole  senate  being  present, 
the  majority  in  its  favor  may  be  set  down  at  15  or  20,  [On  Mr. 
Benton^s  motion  to  commit  the  resolution,  with  instructions, 
&c.  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  the  actual  major- 
ity against  the  commitment,  and  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  was 
nineteen'].  In  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses,  therefore,  there 
are  a  sure  and  firm  majority  who  are  of  the  opinion  that  Ihe  rea- 
sons which  have  been  assigned  by  the  executive  for  the  remov- 
al of  the  public  deposites  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

The  Globe  of  Thursday,  the  19th  says— 
"We  understand  that  Mr.  McLane  has  resigned  his  office  of 
secretary  of  slate,  the  resignation  to  lake  effect  as  soon  during 
the  present  session  of  congress  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  the 
president  to  appoint  a  successor. 

"It  is  well  understood  that,  in  regard  to  some  prominent  mea- 
sures which  occupy  much  of  the  public  attention,  Mr.  McLane 
has  entertained  different  views  from  the  president.  But  the 
president,  who  has  through  life  exercised  his  own  independence 
of  judgment,  is  loo  generous,  and  too  just,  to  give  up  one,  es- 
leemfid  by  him  as  a  friend,  an  honest  patriot,  and  faithful  public 
offic(!r,  for  a  mere  difference  of  opinion:  and  as  no  action  by  the 
department  of  state  was  requisite  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
measures  in  question,  he  saw  no  public  necessity  for  a  separa- 
tion. Between  two  men  of  elevated  sentiments,  there  was  no- 
thing in  such  a  state  of  things  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  either 
their  official  or  private  relations,  and  their  mutual  confidence 
and  esteem  have  therefore  continued  unimpaired.  We  know 
that  the  president  has  yielded  to  Mr.  McLane's  wish  to  retire 
from  his  administration  with  regret,  and  that  he  has  freely  ex- 
pressed, not  only  his  hiah  sense  of  Mr.  McLane's  palriolism, 
talents,  and  eminent  services,  but  his  sincere  friendship — a  sen- 
timent which  is  fully  reciprocated  by  Mr.  McLane." 

Several  cases  of  cholera  had  appeared  on  board  of 
some  of  the  passenger  vessels  lately  arrived  at  Quebec — 
and  this  awful  disease  yet  continues,  but  rather  in  solita- 
ry cases,  in  parts  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  &c.  and  on  the 
western  waters. 

An  attempt  was  made,  on  Monday  last,  by  Mr.  Wood- 
all,  to  ascend  in  a  balloon  from  Fair  Mount,  accompa- 
nied by  a  young  lady — the  last,  as  a  novelty,  perhaps, 
was  necessary  to  collect  a  company;  but  it  so  happened, 
that,  when  the  balloon  had  been  inflated,  and  the  car  was 
about  to  be  attached,  a  rent  was  made  in  it  near  the  top, 
and  the  gas  escaped  in  a  minute,  and  so  the  exhibition 
ended.  The  damage  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
tightening  of  the  cords  designed  to  sustain  the  car. 

This  is  the  third  failure,  in  succession,  and  we  hope 
it  may  lead  to  an  abandonment  of  such  exhibitions,  in 
Baltimore.  We  have  had  quite  enough  of  tiiem;  and  of 
other  sorts  of  balloonings  and  explosions,  for  a  good 
while  to  come. 

We  understand  that  many  of  those  who  had  not  con- 
tributed a  cent  to  encourage  this  attempt  of  Mr.  Wood- 
all,  were  very  much  disposed  to  make  a  riot  because 
that  he  could  not  ascend!  If,  in  Idleness,  they  had  gone 
out  to  see  something  which  would  have  cost  them  no- 
thing, they  ought  rather  to  sympathise  with  the  pecunia- 
ry loss  sustained  in  the  failure  of  those  who  woidd  have 
gratified  them,  had  it  been  practic!d)le  to  do  so.  The 
respectable  audience,  within  the  enclosure,  showed  the 
greatest  forbearance,  and  even  good  humor,  though  dis- 
appointed— as  we  are  informed. 
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We  are  much  pleased  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Key  &t  Bid- 
die,  of  Philadelphia,  are  about  to  publish  an  edition  of 
the  famous  "Blue  Book."  Hitherto  only  a  small  num- 
ber of  this  work  has  been  printed,  but  this  will  place  the 
army  of  officers,  with  their  pay  and  emoluments  and  al- 
lowances, immediately  before  the  people,  and  they  can 
see  the  number  and  tlie  cost  of  them. 

The  affair  at  Toulon.  It  does  not  certainly  appear  how 
many  sliolled  giuis  were  fired  on  hoard  llie  fiij^ate  United  States, 
wlieii  saiuliiiii  on  llie  king's  birth  day — l)ut  two  men  were  liilled 
and  (our  wounded  on  board  tlie  Frencli  ship  SuftVein.  Captain 
Ballard  was  at  Marseilles  when  the  accident  happened — but  re- 
turning just  afterwards,  lie  addressed  two  letters  to  the  prefect 
of  marine,  expressmg  his  deep  regret  on  account  of  it,  8ic.  Tlie 
following  papers  contain  all  that  it  is  necessary  to  notice  at  pre- 
sent: 

In  the  French  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  7th  May,  M.  de 
Rigney,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  reply  to  a  call  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  said— It  is  too  true  that  an  unfortunate 
event,  I  will  even  say,  an  awkwaid  accident,  has  happened  in 
the  port  of  Toulon,  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  a  foreign 
vessel,  celebrating  in  a  French  port,  the  king's  fete,  intention- 
ally fired  with  ball  at  one  of  our  vessels,  and  if  proof  in  this  re- 
spect were  wanting,  I  could  read  to  the  clianiher  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  the  commander  of  the  frigate  to  the  maritime  prefect. 
(Read!  Read!)  The  letter  is  in  the  following  terms.  It  is  in 
English.     1  translate. 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  deepest  sorrow  I  learned  on  my  arrival 
from  Marseilles  (for  gentlemen,  you  mu^t  know  the  captain  of 
the  American  frigate  was  at  the  moment  at  Marseilles)  the  sad 
accident  which  occurred  in  firing  a  salute  in  honor  of  the  day 
from  the  frigate  United  States.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  ex- 
press what  I  feel  on  this  occasion.  To  fully  comprehend  it  I 
pray  you,  sir,  to  place  yourself  for  a  moment  in  my  situation, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  receive  the  assurance,  which  1  give 
with  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  it  is  sincere,  of  the  pro- 
found regret  which  fills  the  breast  of  every  officer  and  sailor  of 
the  two  American  vessels  at  present  at  Toulon. 

The  master  gunner,  who  has  been  the  cause  of  this  unfortu- 
nate disaster,  had  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and  good  officer,  but 
he  had  been  but  a  short  time  on  board  the  ship.  I  have  placed 
him  under  arrest,  and  my  intention  is  to  bring  him  before  a 
court  martial  as  soon  as  I  join  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
American  force.  As  a  proof  of  the  Ime  sentiments  and  deep 
sympathy  which  is  felt  by  us  on  this  occasion,  1  beg  you,  sir,  to 
allow  that  a  collection  of  5,000  francs,  which  has  been  made 
from  the  crew  of  the  ships,  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
victims  of  this  unfortunate  accident.  (From  all  parts — very 
well!  very  well!)     Signed  HENRY  E.  BALLARD, 

cajiitain  U.  S.  navy,  commanding  the  frigate  U.  S. 

A  letter  from  Toulon,  dated  May  6,  received  at  New  York, 
says — that  the  reply  of  the  admiral  to  captain  Ballard  was  high- 
ly satisfactory  in  every  respect,  except  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
scription for  the  families  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  made  on 
board  the  Constellation  and  United  Slates.  The  object  of  this 
seemed  to  be  misunderstood — and,  though  pronounced  "noble 
and  generous,"  the  acceptance  of  it  was  declined. 

The  circumstance  led  to  a  second  letter  from  our  command- 
er, of  which  also,  as  you  have  the  beginning  of  the  correspon- 
dence, I  will  furnish  you  a  copy. 
U.  S.   Frigate,  United  States,  Roads  of  Toulon,  May  2,  1834. 

Sir, — I  am  this  moment  in  possession  of  your  letter  of  the 
morning. 

Il  has  made  aie  most  happy  by  the  strong  assurance  it  con- 
tains, that  "i/ie  whole  body  of  the  navy  at  Toulon''^  are  convinc- 
ed of  the  sorrow  that  fills  our  hearts,  at  the  deplorable  accident 
of  yesterday,  as  well  as  by  the  generous  admission,  that  the 
event  we  mourn  "is  the  effect  of  one  of  those  fatal  circum- 
stances which  are  independent  of  any  will." 

I  beg  leave,  again  to  offer  the  assurance,  that  the  gunner 
through  whose  negligence  the  said  accident  occurred  (and  who 
being  a  warrant  officer  can  only  be  punished  by  the  sentence  of 
a  court-martial)  is  now  under  arrest;  and  shall  be  brought  to 
trial,  as  soon  as  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

On  the  subject  of  the  five  thousand  francs  intended  to  be 
placed  in  your  hands  for  distribution,  by  the  generous  sons  of 
the  ocean  under  my  command,  I  beg  to  assure  you  sir,  that  il 
has  nothing  to  do  with  indemnification;  it  is  the  voluntary  out- 
pouring of  generous  spirits,  sorrowing  for  the  consequences  of 
an  accident  over  which  they  had  no  control,  and  which  they 
would  have  laid  down  their  lives  to  have  prevented. 

II  is  not  to  indemnify,  and  has  no  reference  to  compensation; 
but  it  is  to  alleviate,  if  possible,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  sorrows 
of  a  widowed  heart;  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  orphan,  and  to 
soften  the  pillow  of  the  aged  and  dependant,  who  may  mourn 
a  loss  we  cannot  replace. 

In  requesting  you,  sir,  to  be  the  channel  of  this  distribution, 
their  only  desire  is  to  afford  him  who  has  won  the  applause  of 
the  brave,  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  another  gratification  in 
blessing  the  afflicted.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant,  Henry  E.  Ballaro. 

captainin  U.  S.  navy,  commanding  U.  S. frigate  U,  S. 
JPe  adm.,  the  haron  Frycinct,  prefect  of  marine,  at  Toulon,  ^'c.  4'c> 


Since  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  indeed  immediate- 
ly afterwards,  the  prefect,  attended  by  full  staff,  has  paid  a 
friendly  visit,  and  partaken  of  a  dejeuner  a  la  fourchette  with 
capl.  Ballard;  and  every  thing  is  restored  to  an  amicable  and 
kind  footing.  The  contribution,  however,  has  not  been  ac- 
cepted for  the  families  of  the  sufferers. 


On  Thursday  last  the  following  proper  and  prompt  message 
was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United  Stales — 
To  the  house  ofrejirescnttdives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  congress  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Lt- 
vingston,  tlie  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  dated  the 
7th  ult.,  and  the  copy  of  a  communication  made  to  him  by  cap- 
tain Ballard,  commander  of  the  frigate  United  States,  by  which 
it  appears  that  in  firing  a  national  salute  from  that  sliip  at  Tou- 
lon, in  honor  of  the  birth-day  of  the  king  of  the  French,  two 
men  were  killed,  and  four  others  wounded,  on  board  the 
French  ship  of  war  Suttrein.  Suitable  explanations  were  im- 
mediately made  to  the  French  admiral;  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  American  frigate,  with  that  generosity  which  dis- 
tinguishes their  profession,  promptly  contributed,  by  a  liberal 
subscription,  towards  providing  for  the  families  of  the  unfortu- 
nate sufferers.  lam  sure,  however,  that  I  should  not  do  jus- 
tice to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people,  on  this  occasion,  if 
I  did  not  invite  congress  to  assume,  on  their  part,  this  melan- 
choly duly.  I  propose,  therefore,  that  the  same  provision  be 
made  by  law  for  these  French  seamen,  and  their  families,  as 
would  be  made  for  American  seamen  killed  or  wounded  in  bat- 
tle. 

This  proceeding  will  shew  the  deep  sensibility  with  which 
the  disastrous  accident  is  viewed  by  the  United  States,  and 
their  readiness  to  alleviate  those  consequences  which  cannot 
be  remedied.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Washington  18th  June,  1834. 

It  is  difficult  to  excuse  the  person  or  persons  whose  negloct 
caused  this  misfortune — but  it  is  not  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
that  has  happened. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

Treasury  department,  June  16th,  1834. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the 
7th  of  May  last,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  "to  re- 
port as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  senate,  the  amount  of  duties 
received  and  accrued  on  former  imports,  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  1834,  with  a  table  showing  the  comparative 
amount  of  that  quarter,  and  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the 
year  1833,  and  disiingniihing  between  the  amounts  accrued  or 
received  at  each  port."  Also,  "whether  any  thing  has  happen- 
ed since  his  annual  report  was  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  of  congress,  to  vary,  in  his  opinion,  the  es- 
timate contained  in  the  said  report  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties 
on  foreign  imports  for  the  year  1834:"  I  herewith  transmit  the 
statement  required  by  the  first  resolution  above  mentioned,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  duties  which  accrued  from  customs 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $5,798,114 
87,  and  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1834,  to  the  sum  of 
4^5,344,540  40,  and  that  the  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  from 
the  same  source  in  the  former  quarter,  amounted  to  $6,966,437 
09,  and  in  the  latter  to  $4,435,386  13.  A  few  of  the  minor  ports 
have  not  been  heard  from;  but  they  cannot  materially  vary  the 
result. 

In  ansiver  to  the  second  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  estimating  the  duties  on  foreign  imports  in  the  annual  re- 
port made  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  it  was 
assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  estimate,  that  the  imports  of  the 
present  year  would  be  nearly  equal  to  those  of  1832.  This  esti- 
mate was  higher  than  the  average  imports  of  the  five  or  six  pre- 
ceding years;  but,  as  staled  in  that  report,  it  was  considered  as 
a  safe  one;  because,  although  the  imports  of  1831  and  1832  had 
been  unusually  large,  those  of  1833  had  gone  still  higher,  and  tha 
general  state  of  commerce  and  the  situation  of  the  country  jus- 
tified the  belief  that  there  would  be  no  serious  diminution  in  the 
present  year. 

From  the  comparative  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties 
which  accrued  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  piesent  year,  and  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1833,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  fo- 
reign imports  in  the  first  quarter  of  1834,  must  have  exceeded 
that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  in  the  preceding  year.  Seve- 
ral articles  which  form  important  items  in  our  ordinary  imports 
and  paid  duty  in  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  were  free  from  duty 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1834,  and  the  rate  of  duty  was  reduced  on 
others;  and  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  duty  which 
accrued  in  these  two  quarters,  would  have  been  greater  if  the 
importations  in  the  latter  had  not  exceeded  those  of  the  former. 

In  some  instances,  without  doubt,  importations,  which  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  our  foreign  trade  would  have  been  made  in 
the  last  quarter  of  1833,  were  delayed  until  the  first  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  reduced 
tariff  which  took  effect  on  the  first  of  January  last — and  this  cir- 
cumstance has  enlarged,  in  some  degree,  the  imports  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1834.  But  after  making  a  due  allowance  for  the  in- 
crease which  may  have  arisen  from  this  cause, and  which  would 
be  peculiar  to  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  amount  of  duties 
which  accrued  in  the  quarter,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
imports  of  the  present  year  will  most  probably  exceed  the 
amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  in  the  annual  report,  and 
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be  fully  equal  to  those  of  1833,  which  were  unusually  large.  If 
this  expectation  should  be  realized,  the  proceeds  of  the  customs 
will  exceed  the  atnount  at  which  tliey  were  estimated  by  more 
than  1,000,000  dollars.  The  difference  in  the  comparative  re- 
ceipts of  tile  two  first  quarters  as  shown  by  the  statement  here- 
with transmitted,  does  not  arise  from  any  fluctuation  in  com- 
merce or  diminislied  importations,  but  is  chiefly  occasioned  by 
the  alterations  in  the  times  of  payment  introduced  by  the  act  of 
14th  July,  1832. 

Tiie  receifits  of  the  first  quarter,  and  the  bonds  already  taken, 
cotifirm  the  opinion  that  the  income  from  customs  will  be  great- 
er than  the  estimate  presented  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  customs  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  amounted  to  tiie  sum  of 
^4,435,386  13;  and  ttie  duties  secured  by  bonds  payable  in  the 
second  quarter,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $4,003,368  77.  After 
making  a  fair  deduction  Irom  these  amounts  for  return  duties, 
which  may  yet  be  called  for,  and  for  debentures  and  expenses 
of  collection,  the  net  income  of  these  two  quarters  may  be  safe- 
ly estimated  at  $7,500,000.  And  if  the  third  and  fourth  quarters 
should  be  only  equally  productive  with  the  two  first,  the  re- 
ceipts will  equal  the  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  in 
the  annual  report.  But  under  our  present  system  of  duties,  the 
receipts  from  customs  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commerce  will 
always  be  greater  in  the  two  lastquarters  of  the  year  than  in  the 
first.  The  woollen  goods  which  form  so  large  a  portion  of  our 
imports,  are  for  the  most  part  brought  into  the  country  in  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  The  high  duties  with 
which  they  are  charged,  render  them  a  very  productive  source 
of  revenue;  and  being  now  payable  in  cash,  they  enter  into  the 
receipts  of  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  in  which  the  goods  are 
imported.  The  receipts  of  these  two  quarters  of  the  year  will, 
therefore,  generally  exceed  those  of  the  two  preceding  ones  by 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars. 

Although  not  embraced  in  the  resolution,  it  will  no  doubt  be 
gratifying  to  the  senate  to  liarn  that  the  receipts  from  lands  are 
equally  encouraging,  and  will  more  than  equal  the  amount  at 
which  they  were  estimated.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
from  this  source,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $1,398,206  18,  while  in  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  1833,  they  amounted  only  to  $658,526  66,  and 
from  the  returns  already  received  for  the  present  quarter,  the 
receipts  of  the  two  first  quarters  of  this  year,  from  lands,  may 
be  safely  estiniated  at  more  than  $2,000,000.  fn  the  annual 
report,  the  receipts  for  the  whole  year  were  estimated  at 
$3,000,000.  The  information  above  stated,  shows  that  the  an- 
ticipated income  from  this  source,  as  well  as  from  the  customs, 
will  be  more  than  realized. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  information  received  since  the  annual 
report  on  the  finances  was  made  to  congress,  aff'ords  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  the  extent  of  our  foreign  commerce  has  been 
fully  sustained,  and  gives  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  the 
receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  present  year  will  be  great- 
er than  tiie  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session. 

But  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  in  the  an- 
nual report  from  this  department,  that  as  the  receipts  of  each 
year,  under  the  present  system  of  short  credits  and  cash  duties, 
must  mainly  depend  on  its  own  importations,  as  the  estimates 
for  the  year  can  never  be  made  with  as  much  certainty  as  un- 
der the  former  system,  when  the  receipts  chiefly  depended  on 
the  duties  which  had  accrued  in  preceding  years,  and  which 
were  ascertained  and  secured  by  bonds  before  the  time  the  es- 
timates were  presented. 

And  as  all  calculations  on  the  amount  of  revenue  hereafter  to 
accrue,  must  be  more  or  less  uncertain,  and  are  liable  to  be  af- 
fected, by  unforeseen  contingencies,  it  would  hardly  be  proper 
to  appropriate  on  a  scale  of  expenditure  fully  equal  to  the  ex- 
pected income.  There  is,  however,  no  reason  for  apprehend- 
ing that  the  resources  of  the  present  year  can  fall  short  of  the 
estimate  contained  in  the  annual  report.  And  it  is  believed 
that  appropriations  may  be  made  with  entire  safety  according 
to  that  estimate.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANEY,  secretary 

of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  U.  S. 

and  president  of  the  senate. 

——>►♦©  ®  ©<«•— 
TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION, 

SENATE. 

June  12,  The  senate  proceedpd  to  the  unfinished  business, 
being  the  motion  to  print  30,000  copies  of  the  reports  on  the 
post  office  department,  which  motion  was,  after  a  protracted 
debate,  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Caliionn,  Chambers,  Clayton, 
Evving,  Frelingliuysen,  Grundy,  K(!nt,  Kniiiht,  lieish,  Linn, 
Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Webster,— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  King,  of  Alabama,  Kiiie,  of  Gt;orgia,  Morris,  Sluipley, 
Talimadae,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  the  printing  of  tire  documents  was 
ordered  to  he  done  under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  13.  Various  proceedings  were  had  which  will  sufli- 
ciently  appear  in  future  notices  of  them — [and  like  omissions  of 
the  progress  of  miscellaneous  buiiness,  uill  hereafter  be  made]. 


The  chair  announced  as  the  special  order  of  the  day,  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  due  to  certain  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  on  thnir  commerce  by  the  French, 
prior  to  the  30th  September,  1830;  when 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  1st  Monday 
in  December  next. 

Messrs.  Chambers,  Poindexter  and  Webster  opposed  the  post- 
ponement, and  the  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King, 
of  Geo.,  Tallmadge,  Tvler,  White,  Wright— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbiris,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wilkins- 26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  bill  was  then  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and,  when  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourned. 

June  14.  Mr.  Webster  reported  the  bill  from  the  house,  to  re- 
gulate the  value  of  certain  silver  coins,  with  amendments,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  should  call  it  up  early  next  week. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  creating  two  additional  land  districts,  the  one  in  the 
state  of  niiaois,  and  the  other  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

The  bill  for  the  repair  of  Mar's  Hill  military  road  in  the  state 
of  Maine;  and 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Alaba- 
ma. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
states  for  interest  on  advances  to  the  United  Slates  during  the 
last  war,  was  taken  up,  debated  by  Messrs,  Hill,  Chambers, 
Preston  and  Bibb;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  recommitted  to  the  committee 
which  reported  it,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  estab- 
lish the  rate  of  interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Morris,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Sheplev,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  White, 
Wright— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Freling- 
huysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tom- 
linson, Webster — 19, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and,  when  the  doors  were 
opened,  adjourned, 

June  16.  The  chair  communicated  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  reply  to  a  call  made  on  the  11th  March  last,  a  state- 
ment relating  to  additional  compensation  allowed  to  mail  con- 
tractors since  the  .30th  Sept.  1825;  which  was  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  chair  also  presented,  from  the  treasury  department,  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  duties  received  en  foreign 
imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1834,  together  with 
estimates  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  next  three  quarters; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  from 
the  house  to  regulate  silver  coins,  when  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  finance  were  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

Tiie  first  amendment  fixes  the  weightof  a  rfoWar at  415 grains; 
the  next  fixes  the  weight  of  five  franc  pieces,  at  384  grains;  and 
the  third  strikes  out  12  grains  from  the  fineness  of  the  South 
American   dollar,   which  leaves   its   fineness   as   follows:   ten 
ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights  in  the  Troy  pound  of  12  ounces  of 
standard  silver,  at  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce,  which  will  leave 
it  of  the  value  of  100  cents. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
[Read  the  third  time  the  next  day  and  passed]. 
The  resolution  allowing  to  E.  R.  Potter  pay  and  mileage, 
while  contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Robbinsas  senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  was  considered,  and   after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clny,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  bill  reappropriating  the  unexpended  balances  of  the 
Georgia  militia  claims;  and 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  were  severally  twice  read  and  referred. 

[Both  of  the  preceding  bills  were  reported  the  next  day,  con- 
sidered in  committee,  and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed.} 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed: 
The  bill  extending  the  time  of  the  commission  under  the 
French  treaty; 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  between  Uie  United  States  and  the  king  oftbe  Two  Si- 
cilies; and 
The  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named- 
The  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  diploma- 
tic correspondence  was  read  the  third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making  appropriation* 
for  the  support  of  government  for  the  year  1834. 
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Mr.  Poindexter  moved  its  postponement  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Preston  would  preft^r  ilie  bill  to  lay  on  tlie  table  till  other 
niaiters  of  an  important  nature  were  dlt•p():^ed  of.  Where,  he 
would  ask,  was  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales?  What  con- 
trol had  conyress  over  il.'  He  would  .-u;;;;(t^t  lo  honorable  .sena- 
tors the  propriety  of  considerin>.',  before  llicy  passed  any  appro- 
priations, whether  sonielhinjL'  ouj^ht  not  to  be  done  in  rej'ard  to 
seeuring  the  treasury  of  the  country.  IJe  was  indisposed  to  go 
into  the  consideratixni  o(  the  appropriation  bill  until  the  treasu- 
ry was  taken  from  irresponsible  hands,  and  put  into  those 
wliich  were  responsible. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Webster,  Preston 
and  Forsyth,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  lo-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  31r.  Cltty  calling  upon  the  trea- 
sury department  for  the  amount  of  scrip  issued  to  satisfy  Virgi- 
jiia  land  warrants,  &e.  was  agreed  to. 

The  seriate  then  adjourned. 

June  17.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelins^huysen,  the  bill  concerning 
duties  on  lead  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  briefly  explained  the  character  of  the  bill. 
It  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  attempts  made  to  evade 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  tarifi"of  1833,  by  the  introduction  of 
lead  in  busts  and  other  forms,  so  that  instead  of  paying  the  pro- 
per duty  of  three  cents  per  pound,  imposed  by  the  act,  they  had 
only  paid  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum,  arf  valorem,  thus  pro- 
ducing great  injury  to  the  public  revenue. 

He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  introducing  a  proviso,  that  this 
bill  should  not  extend  to,  or  affect  the  existing  duties  on  red  and 
white  lead,  shot  and  litharge. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  willing  to  agree  to  any  measure  to  prevent 
fraud;  but  would  not  sanction  any  proposition  to  extend  the 
protective  duties.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  ou  the  table; 
but  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  sdiid  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill  looked 
exclusively  to  the  prevention  of  fraud  except  one  which  im- 
poses a  duty  of  two  cents  on  lead  ore,  and  that  was  suggested 
by  one  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  But  if  any  objection 
was  made  to  this  clause  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  (the  motion  being  again  withdrawn),  said  there 
were  two  objects  contemplated  by  the  bill;  one  the  prevention 
of  fraud;  the  other  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  lead  ore.  To  the 
extent  of  the  prevention  of  fraud  the  bill  was  certainly  proper 
and  ought  to  pass;  but  however  proper  the  additional  duty  may 
be,  he  hoped  the  clause  would  not  now  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  the  effect  of  his  colleague's  motion  would 
not  defeat  the  bill.  He  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  striking 
out  the  clause  in  question.  If  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  taken  up  at  an  early  day. 

After  a  few  additional  remarks  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table,  but  subsequently  taken  up  on  his  motion, 
when  the  proviso,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  was  adopted, 
the  clause  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  two  cents  on  lead 
imported  in  pigs  and  bars  stricken  out,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  conside 
ration  of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  sometime  en- 
gaged therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  when 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  French  claims,  &c. 

Messrs.  Chambers  and  Webster  addressed  the  senate  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  in  opposition  to  it.  When  Mr. 
Forsyth  had  concluded,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion,  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  returns  of 
the  last  census  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to;  and  then  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

June  18.  The  chair  communicated  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment the  monthly  accountsof  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  state  banks  where  the  public  moneys  are  deposited. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  736  electors  of  Tolland 
county,  Connecticut,  complaining  of  the  effect  of  the  executive 
measures  against  the  United  States  bank,  and  praying  the  res- 
toration of  the  deposites,  &c. 

The  petition  having  been  read,  &c. 

Mr.  McKean  rose  and  said  it  had  been  stated  in  the  public 
prints,  that  he  had  said,  in  his  place,  as  a  senator,  that  a  majo- 
rity of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  were  opposed  to  the  reriioval 
of  the  deposites.  He  averred  that  he  had  never  publicly  or 
privately  said  any  such  thing,  nor  should  he  now  presume  to 
give  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other.  What  he  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion,  was — that  he  would  vote  to  restore  the  de- 
posites, not  because  his  own  mind  had  changed,  nor  because 
he  believed  the  restoration  would  afford  relief,  but  because  a 
very  large  majority  of  his  constituents,  who  had  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  had  asked  for  the  restoration  as  a  mea- 
sure of  relief;  and  for  so  doing  he  had  been  denounced  as  a 
traitor.  But  how  stands  the  case.'  A  statement  made  by  one 
of  the  under  secretaries,  from  the  senate  files,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  individuals  from  Pennsylvania  who  had  petitioned  that 
body  to  restore  the  deposites,  and  those  who  had  remonstrated 
against  the  restoration, gave  this  result — 40  different  memorials, 
signed  by  38,700  freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  complained  of  dis- 
tress and  prayed  for  the  restoration,  while  there  were  but  six 
memorials  signed  by  only  571  individuals,  who  remonstrated 
against  the  restoration,  exhibiting  a  majority  of  38,129  in  favor 
of  restoring  the  deposites. 


In  giving  his  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  he  had 
not  consulted  the  mere  will  of  the  executive.  He  was,  what  he 
professed  lo  be,  Ihe  sincere  friend  of  Andrew  Jackson,  though 
lie  detested  iiiiiny  of  tlie  repiiles  that  were  basking  in  the  beams 
of  his  efl'ulgtMicu,  and,  wiLlioiil  authority  pri^suming  to  act  and 
speak  in  his  name.  He  was  there  as  the  representative,  in 
part,  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  if  he  onderstood  their 
interest  and  knew  their  will,  he  would  advot;aie  the  one  and 
obey  the  other,  iilca.se  or  dir-please  whom  it  might. 

Let  the  question  be  tested  exclu.sively  on  patty  ground,  and 
let  the  friends  of  general  Jackson  only  be  htiard,  and  lie  was 
certainly  within  bounds  when  he  said,  that  of  Ihe  38,700  peli- 
tioneis:  at  least  8,000  of  them  were  general  Jackson's  sincere 
Irieiiiis,  and  very  many  of  them  his  most  active  sujiporters, 
several  of  tliiin  as  well  as  himself,  members  of  the  electoral 
college  in  1832,  and  gave  him  Ihcir  votes.  Then  we  have  8,000 
against  571,  fourteen  Jackson  men  in  favor,  to  one  Jackson  man 
opposed  to  the  restoration.  Let  the  question  be  considered  as 
you  please,  eilher  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  or  as  purely  a 
parly  question,  his  vote  was  right. 

Mr.  Clay  followed  in  some  strong  remarks,  and  concluded  by 
presenting  two  memorials  from  Pennsylvania,  and  proceedings 
adopted  at  two  meetings  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a  similar  memorial  from  400  inhabi- 
tants of  Kent  county.  R.  Island.  The  above  memorials  were 
read,  &c. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  North  Carolina  sustaining  the  executive  in  its  mea- 
sures against  the  bank,  which  was  referred.  Sic. 

Mr.  Preston  reported  a  resolution  authorising  a  gold  medal  to 
be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to 
col.  Crwghan,  and  swords  to  each  of  the  following  officers, 
capt.  James  Ilunter,  lieutenants  Benj;imin  Johnson,  Cyrus  A. 
Burgler  and  John  Meeks,  and  ensigns  Edmund  Ross  and  Joseph 
Duncan,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress 
of  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defence  of  Fort  Stepheu- 
ton,  [or  Fort  Sandusky.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  government  for  the  year  1834,  was  taken  up. 

A  long  discussion  ensued  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  Preston  to  post- 
pone the  bill  until  Tuesday  next,  in  whicii  Messrs.  Preston, 
Webster,  Forsyth,  C/ai/ and  GruTidiy  participated. 

Mr.  Preston  finally  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
on  finance,  several  intervening  ones  being  agreed  to,  the  last 
amendment  was  arrived  at,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
second  section,  including  Mr.  Vance's  limitation  with  respect 
to  custom  house  officers'  compensation,  and  substitute  a 
clause,  proposing  to  pay  to  the  collectors,  naval  officers,  sur- 
veyors, clerks,  weighers  and  markers  in  the  several  custom 
houses,  the  same  compensation  as  they  would  have  been  enti 
tied  to  if  the  act  of  1832  had  not  passed,  for  the  year  1833-4; 
provided  that  in  no  case  the  compensation  of  weighers,  gua- 
gers,  markers  or  appraisers,  by  salaries  or  fees,  shall  exceed 
$2,000  per  annum,  and  that  where  two  offices  combine  in  one 
person,  he  shall  not  receive  more  than  2,500  dollars. 

[The  amendment  of  which  this  is  an  abstract,  was  agreed  to 
next  day]. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

June  19.  After  the  reception  of  petitions,  the  senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  indemnification  of  American  citizens 
for  French  spoliations,  which,  after  a  short  debate,  was  postpon- 
ed until  the  next  session  of  congress. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  details  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill  without  finally  acting  upon  it,  having 
liowever  adopted  all  the  amendments  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  finance,  and  some  others  moved  in  senate. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  V3.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  J.  Q. 
^dams,  making  certain  inquiries  concerning  the  state  depo- 
site  banks,  together  with  the  amendments  moved  thereto  by 
Messrs.  Polk  and  Beaty,  coming  up, 

Mr.  Beaty  withdrew  his  amendment.     After  which 

The  resolution  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Adams.  Polk  and 
Wayne,  until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour;  when 

The  bill  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Fance's  motion  to  re- 
fer the  bill  to  a  select  committee  of  seven  members,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolutions  from  the  senate  moved  in  that  body  by 
Mr.  Clay,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  and  future  deposite  of 
the  public  moneys  coming  up  in  order. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  first  resolution,  declaring  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury's  reasons  for  the  removal  "insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory"  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  under  the  impression  that  the  object  of  Mr. 
P.  was  to  proceed  with  the  appropriation  bills,  suggested  its 
being  simply  laid  aside  and  taken  up  in  turn. 

Mr.  Polk  persisted  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Crockett  rose  and  asked  a  call  of  the  house.  He  proceed- 
ed to  say  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Polk)  had  been  dodging  round 
this  question  all  the  session,  and  now  he  asked  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table.  I  had  a  hope,  said  Mr.  C.  that  we  had  a  chance 
to  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  let  members  stand  up  to  the 
rack  and  say  to  their  constituents,  that  we  have  si>pported  the 
laws  and  constitution.    This  question  is  to  test  that  fact,  and  I 
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hope  to  meet  it  upon  its  merits,  and  say  to  the  country,  by  our 
votes,  whether  we  have  a  government  or  not.  Mr.  C.  was  call- 
ed to  order  so  repeatedly,  that  we  could  not  hear  distinctly 
what  he  said,  as  it  was  not  a  debateable  case.  Mr.  C.  conclud- 
ed by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  call,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  the  roll  having  bpen  gone  through,  211  members  an- 
swered to  their  names,  and  excuses  having  been  made  forsome 
of  the  absent  members — 

Mr.  Crockett  moved  that  the  sergeant  at-arms  should  be  dis- 
patched to  bring  up  those  members,  for  whom  excuses  had  not 
been  made. 

Mr.  Anthony,  however,  opposed  this  motion,  and  having 
moved  a  suspension  of  further  proceedings  on  the  call. 

Mr.  Heister  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  having  been 
ordered, 

Mr.  Crockett  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  messengers 
to  the  absentees,  whilst  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  latter  motion 
were  being  taken. 

The  house  finally  suspended  further  proceedings  on  the  call: 
yeas  107,  nays  76. 
The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk. 
Mr.  M^.  R.  Davis  asked  whether  Mr.  P's  object  was  to  dis- 
pose of  the  subject  finally,  or  merely  to  have  it  laid  on  the  taWe 
for  the  present? 

Mr.  Polk  declined  answering.  The  question  was  not  de- 
bateable; and  it  was  for  the  house  to  say  what  the  final  dispo- 
sition of  the  resolution  should  be. 

Mr.  Chilton  rose  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  P. 
Mr.  Polk  objected,  and  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  whether 
it  was  in  order  to  propound  inquiries  on  a  question  not  debate- 
able? 

The   Speaker  decided  that  although  the  question  was  not  de- 
bateable, the  honorable  member  had  a  right  to  propound  an  in- 
quiry simply. 
Mr.  Chilton  having  made  a  few  remarks, — 
Mr.  Polk  rose  in  objection  and  made  a  point  of  order  thereon. 
Mr.  Denny  rose  not  to  propound  a  question  to  Mr.  P.  who  ap- 
peared so  sensitive,  but  to  ask  the  speaker  whether,  if  a  ma- 
jority should  now  decide  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  it  was 
competent,  during  the  rest  of  the  session,  for  a  majority  to  take 
it  up  again? 
The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative — when 
The  question  on   laying  the  firsi  resolution  on  the  table  was 
taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  114,  nays  101. 
So  the  said  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  second  resolution,  providing  for  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  its 
branches,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  being  then  read, 
Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  Chilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  question  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  then  put  and  decided 
as  follows:  yeas  118,  nays  98. 

So  the  second  resoluiioti  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  to  revive   the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  approved  May  30,  1830,  was  taken  up, 
and  after  considerable  debate,  passed,  yeas  124,  nays  53. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk  the  house  look  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  Indian  annuities,  and  other 
similar  objects. 

A  very  free  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  ensued,  and 
after  adopting  sundry  other  amendments,  and  one  moved  by 
Mr.  Binneyy  to  prevent  the  right  of  the  Senecas  to  a  certain 
sum  therein  named,  from  being  prejudiced,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 
Saturday,  June  14.  Mr.  Archer,  from  the  com  mi  tie  on  foreign 
affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  cflFect  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain;  which  bill  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  McKim  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to 
submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill,  to  authorise  the  issuing 
of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  cent,  per  year,  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of 
commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  law  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
loaned  out  by  said  commissioners  to  such  individuals  of  the  se- 
veral states,  who  may  apply  for  a  loan,  as  can  give  full  and  sa- 
tisfactory security  for  the  reimbursement  of  tlie  same,  on  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1836. 
Mr.  IVilliams  objecting, 

Mr.  McKim  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rftle;  whereupon 
Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his  objection,  in  order  that  this  *'ex- 
periment^'  might  have  a  trial  before  the  house. 

The  objections  were,  however,  renewed,  and  the  house  final- 
ly negatived  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  as  to  allow  the 
resolution  to  be  oflfered.  The  house  was  thin  and  about  equal- 
ly divided  upon  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
for  1834;  which  with  several  other  appropriation  bills,  were 
considered,  and  then  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

The  house  in  coinmittee  of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  West  Point 
military  academy;  which  bill,  after  several  propositions  being 
made  and  rejected,  going  to  abolish  the  school  at  present,  or 
jinspcriively,  and  an  animated  debate,  was  laid  aside. 


The  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  with- 
in the  U.  States  was  then  takea  up  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
read  by  sections,  and  after  debate  laid  aside:  when 

The  above  mentioned  and  other  bills  were  reported  to  the 
house. 

The  bill  to  reappropriate  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  former 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  ilie  Georgia  militia  claims  for 
the  year  1792,  1793  and  1794,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  16.  The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  Wayne  county,  iHdiana,  praying  for  the  resr 
toration  of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter  of  the  United  Slates 
bank;  when 

Mr.  McCarty  addressed  the  house  at  length  thereon,  avowing 
that  although  he  had  been  hitherto  opposed  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates  as  at  present  chartered,  yet  considering  this  me- 
morial as  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his  constituents 
as  to  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution,  which  he  was  bound 
to  receive  as  insiiuctions  from  them,  he  would  support  a  propo^ 
siiion  for  the  chartering  of  a  national  bank,  with  proper  restric- 
tions, &c. 

A  warm  and  somewhat  personal  debate  ensued  between 
Messrs.  Wardwell  and  Selden,  of  New  York,  the  former  having 
seized  this  occasion  to  prefer  charges  against  the  lalter  of  in>- 
properly  using  the  franking  privilege  in  his  district,  which 
charge  was  indignantly  repelled  by  Mr.  Selden  as  untrue  througk- 
out.  The  debate  was  finally  arrested  by  Mr.  Grennell,  on  whose 
motion  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Franklin  county,  Mass. 
of  a  similar  character,  was  then  taken  up,  read,  referred,  kc. 

The  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Rhode  Is- 
land presented  on  a  former  occasion,  remonstrating  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Barges  addressed  the  house  in  their  favor,  and  in  con- 
demnation of  the  various  course  of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Pearce  obtained  the  floor,  in  reply;  but  Ihe  hour  having 
expired,  gave  way. 

The  house  then  too  up  the  Cumberland  road  bill. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  652,12& dol- 
lars to  300,000  dollars. 

Messrs.  Stewart  and  McKennan  opposed  the  reduction.  Sie-- 
veral  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  debate,  which  continued 
until  a  late  hour,  when  Mr.  Polkas  motion  was  rejected. 

[On  the  next  day  Mr.  Polkas  motion  was  reconsidered  and 
agreed  to.  Several  other  amendments  were  proposed,  and  de- 
bated, the  whole  of  which  were  cut  ofl^  by 

Mr.  McKim,  who  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  ayes  102 — 

The  previous  question  having  been  accordingly  put  and  cpr- 
ried — The  main  question,  which  was  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  its  third  reading,  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  yeas  127,  nays  72,  and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  Hiird 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate,  &c.] 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tudsday,  June  n.  Mr.  Ellsworth  reported' a  bill  authorising 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  grant  a  certain  right  of  way  in 
the  city  of  New  York — twice  read  and  ordered  to  a  third  read^ 
ing. 

After  unsuccessful  attempts  to  make  the  bill  graduating  the 
price  of  public  lands;  and  the  bill  relating  to  the  trade  with  the 
West  Indies,  the  special  orders  for  certain  days, 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Geo.  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  bouse 
to  offer  a  resolution  regulating  and  restricting  contracts  for  car- 
rying the  mail,  and  abolishing  extra  allowauces  for  any  suoh 
service. 

Mr.  Conner  intimated  that  there  was  a  bill  covering  the  whole 
ground  reported  in  the  senate,  when  the  house  refused  to  consi- 
der the  resolution. 

Mr.  Watmough  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  introduce  a 
resolution  inquiring  into  the  late  unfortunate  affair  at  Toulon, 
with  a  view  of  making  provision  for  the  families  of  those  who 
were  killed  on  board  the  French  ship  of  war,  by  the  shot  fired 
from  the  frigate  United  Stales. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  18.  Mr.  Whittlesey  reported  a  bill  amenda- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  vessels  sunk  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore — twice  read  and  postponed  till  Friday 
next. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  regulating  tlie  va- 
lue of  foreign  silver  coin  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  grant  a 
certain  right  of  way  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the 
details  of  the  bill  inakiirg  appropriations  for  harbors,  removing 
obstructions  from  rivers,  &c. 

The  house,  at  7  o'clock,  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  19.  The  bills  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  aftairs  are  to  be  considerud  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Polk  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to-morrow  to  take 
up  the  bill  regulating  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  in  the 
local  banks. 

A  message  on  the  subject  of  the  occurrence  at  Toulon  was 
received  from  the  president — see  page  293. 

The  harbor  bill,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  was  finally  d/s- 
poaed  of  by  being  laid  on  the  taile:  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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Ud-The  absolute  necessity  of  inserting  the  long  reports 
concerning  the  general  post  office,  has  led  us  to  incur  the 
expense  of  an  extra  half-sheet,  that  they  may  be  speedi- 
ly laid  before  our  readers;  and,  as  they  will  have  both 
reports  entire,  at  once,  they  will  form  a  better  judgment 
on  the  important  lacts  presented  or  considered  by  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred. 

This  extra  half-sheet,  for  more  convenient  mechanical 
arrangement,  is  given  as  supplementary  to  the  last  Re- 
gister, and  the  n)alter  "runs  on"  in  the  proper  number 
for  the  week,  without  a  "break." 

The  debates  in  the  senate,  which  have  sprung  up  in 
consequence  of  tbese  reports,  are  ( xceedingly  animated 
and  unusually  interesting — and,  before  they  are  closed, 
will  prebably  call  forth  all  the  talent  of  that  body — and 
especially  when  the  question  is  before  it  as  to  making 
an  appropriation  to  relieve  the  department  from  its  bank- 
ruptcy. 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

REPORT    OF    THE    MAJORITY. 

Mr.  Ewing  from  the  committee  of  tlie   post  offices  and  post 

roads,  made  the  following  report. 
The  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  in  obedience 

to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  29ih  Marcli,  A.  D.  1834, 

proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  post  office  de 

parlment,  and,  having  made  progress  in  their  investigation, 

now  report — 

That  your  committee,  at  an  early  day  after  they  were  invest- 
ed with  authority  so  to  do,  called  for  a  statement  of  tiie  avail- 
able claims  due  from  post  masters  and  others  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  of  the  funds  on  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  its 
debts.  In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  they  were  informed  that  it 
would  be  the  work  of  several  months,  with  all  the  disposable 
force  of  the  department,  to  prepare  the  statement;  the  shortest 
lime  named  as  possible,  extending  much  beyond  the  probable 
adjournment  of  congress.  Statements,  therefore,  said  to  be 
accurate,  were  obtained  wherever  it  was  practicable;  and,  when 
such  were  not  to  be  had,  your  committee  received  conjectural 
estiaiates,  sworn  to  by  the  heads  of  the  appropriate  bureaux. 

By  these,  it  appears  that  the  department  is  largely  insolvent, 
and  that  since  some  time  in  the  year  1832  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral has,  without  warrant  of  law,  borrowed  from  the  banks 
large  sums  of  money  on  interest  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  it. 
The  interest  account,  exhibited  herewith,  shows  that  some  of 
those  loans  were  made  during  the  last  session  of  congress, 
and  within  a  short  time  alter  the  date  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  postmaster  general,  which  states  that  there  is  an  available 
surplus  fund  on  hand  of  $202,811  40,  and  which  contains  no 
intimation  of  any  probable  deficit,  present  or  future.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  remark,  that  his  last  annual  report  is  wholly  silent  on 
the  subject  of  these  loans.  But  the  postmaster  general  has, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  investigation,  represented  to 
your  committee  that  aid  from  the  treasury  is  necessary  to  enable 
liirn  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  department,  and  he  has 
staled  that  450,000  dollars  is  the  smallest  sum  that  will  serve 
that  purpose. 

The  sums  borrowed  and  overdrawn  on  banks  to  the  11th 
April,  1834,  and  then  existing  as  a  debt  against  the  department, 
are  stated  by  the  officers  to  be  $488,600 

And  they  state  the  amount  due  to  contractors  on 

the  1st  of  April,  1834,  at  635,000 

Making  the  aggregate  of  its  debts  $1,123,600 

Tliey  also  state  that  there  was  on  the  11th  of  April,  1834,  a 

balance  of  deposiles  in  banks  in  favor  of  the  department  of 

$37,009  95| 

Of  which  there  was  deposited  in  banks  which  have 

failed  5,455  07 

Leaving  to  the  credit  account, funds  in  bank,  April 

11th,  1834,  available,  $31,545  88| 

Tiiey  also  reported  as  a  conjectural  estimate,  that  there  was 
due  from  postmasters  for  postages,  accruing  prior  to  January 
1st,  1834,  $300,000. 

The  books  from  which  this  estimate  was  drawn  have  been 
examined  by  the  committee,  and  the  result  of  that  examination 
leaves  no  doubt  that  the  amount  of  this  credit  is  greatly  exag- 
gerated. 

It  appears  that  the  receipts  of  the  department  for  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1833,  according  to  the  best  estimate  that  can 
be  formed,  (the  books  and  accounts  not  having  been  made  up 
as  they  should  have  been),  amounted  to  $467,449 

That  there  was  deposited  by  several  postmasters  in 
banks,  during  said  quarter,  for  the  use  of  the  de 
partment 


332,904 

Leaving  an    apparent  balance    outstanding  in  the 

hands  of  postmasters,  of  $134,545 

But  it  is  understood   that  considerable  sums  were  received 

from  postmasters,  exclusive  of  the  deposites  in   banks,  which 

are  e&timated  to  reduce  the  amount  in  their  hands  for  receipts, 

during  the  last  quarter  of  1833,  to  $83,725;  which  sum,  resulting 


as  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  truth,  attainable  within  the 
limited  time,  vvliich  it  was  in  our  power  to  devote  to  this  part 
of  the  investigation.  We  believe,  however,  that  any  persori 
acquainted  with  the  books,  and  the  course  of  business  of  the  de- 
partment, and  whose  attention  should  be  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  subject,  could,  in  a  liitle  rime,  estimate  the  amount  of  debts 
due  to  the  depariment,  with  a  very  near  approach  to  accuracy; 
and  that  the  officers  of  the  department  can,  at  any  time  within 
a  few  days,  make  an  abstract  statement  of  its  fiscal  concerns 
at  the  termination  of  any  quarter,  sufficiently  accurate  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  ofgeneral  information  or  legislation. 

The  officers  of  the  department,  al«o,  estimated  the  amount 
due  from  postmasters  for  postages,  accruing  within  the  Itt 
quarter  of  the  year  1834,  at  $500,000 

Your  committee  examined  as  far  as  practicable,  the  data  upon 
which  this  estimate  was  made,  and  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  this  sunr  is  also  much  above  the  true  amoirnt. 
It  is  estimated  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  that  the  net 
receipts  for  postages  irr  the  first  quarter  of  1833  will  arnriunt 
to  $520,000 

Your  committee  have  ascertained  that  there  was  de- 
posited in  banks  for  the  use  of  the  department  with- 
in that  quarter,  and  prior  to  the  Isl  day  of  April,        $314,704 

Which  will  leave,  of  the  receipts  of  that  quarter,  in 
the  hands  of  postmasters,  on  that  day,  $205,704 

A  considerable  portion  of  this  sum,  probably,  was  received 
by  the  department  in  draughts  on  postmasters,  but  to  what 
amount  your  committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  They, 
therefore,  take  the  above  sum  as  the  amount  due  for  that  quar- 
ter on  the  1st  of  April,  1834. 

This  estimate  of  the  sums  due  and  outstanding,  will  still  ap- 
pear large,  if  we  compare  it  v.'ith  the  amount  of  t-imilar  clainrs 
under  a  former  andministration;  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  de- 
partment was  not  involved  irr  debt,  and  had  no  particular  rea- 
sons to  press  its  collections  with  peculiar  urgency.  It  appears 
by  the  first  report  of  the  present  postmaster  general,  made  on 
the  24th  of  November,  1829,  that  on  the  1st  day  of  July  of  that 
year,  the  whole  amoirnt  due  and  outstanding,  in  the  hands  of 
postmasters  and  others,  was  $94,400  21;  and  we  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  the  amount  of  balances  should  have  been  suf- 
fered to  rise  to  $289,429,  much  less  to  the  enornrous  sum  of 
$800,000,  as  is  estimated  by  the  chief  clerk,  especially  at  a 
time  when  the  depariment  is  insolvent,  and  borrowing  from 
banks,  and  overdrawing  its  deposiles  daily,  and  even  descend- 
ing to  ask  the  credit  of  individuals  to  sustain  it  in  its  most  ne- 
cessary functions. 

But,  admitting  the  sum  estimated  by  your  committee  to  be 
due  from  postmasters,  the  credits  of  the  department  will  stand 
thus: 

Amount  of  available  debts  for  postages  accruing  within  the 
quarter  ending  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  $83,725 

Do.  do.        for  postages  accruing  in  the  quarter 

ending  the  1st  day  of  April,  1834,  205,704 

Funds  deposited  in  solvent  banks  31,546 

Making  the  aggregate  of  credits  considered  available,    $320,975 
The  amount  of  debts  due  on  that  day,  as  stated  by  the  officers 
of  the  department,  was  $1,123,600 

Balance  against  the  department  on  final  settlement  of  all  its 
accounts,  would  be,  except  old  balances  prior  to  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1833,  $803,625 
The  above  estimate  of  the  sums  due  from  the  department,  is 
taken  entirely  upon  the  credit  of  the  officers  of  the  bureaux  to 
which  the  superintendence  of  those  accounts  properly  belong. 
They  profess  to  have  given  them  with  all  practicable  accuracy, 
and  your  committee,  havirrg  no  particular  reason  to  doubt  their 
correctness,  have  not  gone  into  an  investigation  to  test  them. 
With  respect  to  the  credit  and  outstanding  claims  of  the  de- 
partment, your  committee  could  not  place  the  same  reliance  on 
the  general  estimate  presented  to  them.  The  amount  was  much 
larger  than  they  had  reason  to  suppose  was  correct  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  general  course  of  business  in  the  department; 
and  their  investigation  has  satisfied  them  that  the  error  was 
even  larger  than  they  at  first  anticipated,  amounting,  as  has 
been  already  shown,  to  upwards  of  $500,000. 

Your  committee  have  also  made,  and  here  present,  an  esti- 
mate of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1833,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that, 
without  some  real  and  substantial  reform  rn  the  management  of 
its  concerns,  there  is  little  prospect  that  it  will  extricate  itself 
from  the  present  embarrassments. 
It  appears,  as  stated  above,  that  the  receipts  for  post- 
ages in  that  quarter  amounted  to  $467,449 
The  transportation  for  the  same    quarter 

amounted  to  $522,714 

Add  incidental  expenses  to  27,935 


Total  expenditure, 

Excess  of  expenditure  over  the  revenue 


$550,109 
$82,660 


Which  continuing  in  the  same  ratio  throughout  the 
year,  would  bear  an  annual  deficit  of  $340,640 

An  opiniotr  was  expressed  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  present  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  November  13, 

„_^.__^  ^ ^    1827,  that  the  departmerrt,  by  a  vigilant  administration  of  its  af- 

froni  th'e"severaTdata  to'whlcii'we  have'access,  is  fixed  upon  '  fairs,  would  be  able  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  communityj 
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and  in  a  few  years  to  pay  into  the  treasury  an  annual  sum  of 
^500,000.  This  estimate  seems  to  have  been  grounded  upon 
the  rapid  increase  of  tiie  receipts  for  postages,. the  improvement 
of  roads  and  means  of  conveyance,  and  the  great  and  increas- 
ing number  of  passengers  in  the  stages,  which  add  to  the  profits 
of  the  contractor,  and  thereby  lessen  the  cost  of  transportation 
of  the  n»ail.  And  your  committee  entertain  no  dnubt  that,  had 
its  affairs  been  conducted  prudently,  with  a  view  to  the  public 
interest,  the  anticipation  would  at  this  time  have  been  realized; 
unless,  indeed,  it  should  have  been  thought  expedient  to  reduce 
the  postages,  and  thus  relieve  the  community  from  a  part  of 
its  present  burden  in  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  gene- 
ral diffusion  of  knowledge. 

In  order  to  present  tliis  subject  more  distinctly  to  the  senate, 
your  committee  have  taken,  and  ht-re  present,  a  comparative 
view  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  tiie  department  for  the 
four  first  years  preceding,  and  the  four  years  next  following,  the 
time  at  which  it  was  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
present  postmaster  general. 

They  find  that,  on  the  first  July,  1825,  there  was  a  surplus 
fund  of  $233,089  00 

That  on  the  1st  July,  1829,  the  surplus  fund  was, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  former  post- 
master general,  289,140  17 
But  according  to  the  statement  of  the  present  post- 
master general,  it  was  reduced  to  230,489  00 


Which,  for  the  purpose  of  the  present  estimate 
merely,  your  committee  assume  to  be  correct. 
And  on  this  supposition,  the  available  funds  of 
the  department  were  diminished  in  four  years. 

The  receipts  for  postages  during  that  four  years, 
were 


52,600  00 
6,167  519  00 


And  the  expenditures  for  the  four  years  $.'6,220,119  00 

The  amount  of  funds  sunk  by  the  department  sinoe  it  came 

under  the  superintendence  of  the  present  postmaster  general, 

beyond  the  amount  of  its  receipts,  is 

1st.  The  sum  on  hand,  according  to  his  statement  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1829,  ^230,489 

Amount  of  debts  on  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  over  and 
above  its  available  funds,  803,625 


Aggregate, 


#1,034,114 


Four-fifths  of  that  sum  supposed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  four  first  years  of  the  present  post- 
master general 

And  the  aggregate  revenues  of  the  department  for 
those  four  years,  was 

Making  the  aggregate  expenditures  for  the  last  nam- 


$827,271 
$8,731,032 


ed  four  years 


$9,558,303 


Excess  of  expenditures  over  the  preceding  four 
years,  $3,338,184 

Within  that  time,  some  new  mail  routes  were  established, 
and  some  improvements  were  made  in  previously  existing 
routes,  but  all  these  bear  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  expenditures.  Possessing,  therefore,  as  this  depart- 
ment has  done,  those  increased  elements  of  prosperity  and 
means  of  usefulness,  it  appeared  obvious  to  your  committee 
that  there  must  have  been  mismanagement  of  its  affairs,  and 
a  lavish  expenditure  of  its  funds,  to  reduce  it  in  so  short  a  time 
to  its  present  insolvent  condition,  and  to  render  necessary  the 
appropriation  of  so  large  a  sum  as  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  from  the  treasury  to  enable  the  postmaster  general 
to  redeem  its  credit,  and  carry  on  its  essential  operations. 

And  before  determining  whether  they  should  recommend 
Buch  appropriation,  your  committee  thought  it  their  duty  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  accuracy  of  the  several  of- 
ficial statements  which  were  made  to  them,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  from  lime  to  time  been  transmitted  to  congress 
touching  the  condition  of  the  department;  also,  that  they  slmuld 
investigate  the  cause  of  the  sudden  insolvency  of  this  import- 
ant department  of  the  government,  which  has  heretofore  sus- 
tained itself  from  its  own  resources,  which,  in  former  years, 
actually  contributed  1,103,063  dollars  to  the  general  revenues  of 
the  country,  and  which  way,  but  a  few  years  since,  in  a  most 
flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

The  prosecution  of  that  inquiry  was  attended  with  much  dif- 
ficulty and  emti-arrassment. 

The  annua!  reports  of  all  contracts  entered  into  by  the  de- 
partment within  the  preceding  year,*  have  in  two  instances, 
been  wholly  omitted  by  the  postmaster  general,  and,  in  a  third, 
the  report  came  in  too  late  to  be  referred  to  by  your  committee, 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  investigation.  No  answer  has  yet  been 
given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  a  resolution  of  the  se- 
nate adopted  on  the  llth  day  of  March  last,  on  motion  of  one  of 
your  committee,  which  calls  for  copies  of  the  duplicates  of  con- 
tracts, bids  and  extra  allowances  which  the  law  rcquiresf  should 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury.  The 
duplicates  of  contracts  and  bids  are  said  to  have  been  consum- 
ed in  the  treasury  building;  and  it  waa  also  commimicated  to  us 
by  the  officer  employed  to  answer  the  call,  that  no  statement  of 

*Law  of  1808,  v.  a,  p.  1  099. 
tl825,  vol.3,  p.  1,088,8.  10. 


extra  allowances  had  been  filed  there  by  the  present  postmaster 
general.  And  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  .vhich  ac- 
companied the  president's  message  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent congress  apprizes  us  that  his  prior  reports,  as  to  the  liabi- 
lities and  resources  of  the  department,  are  erroneous.  Thus 
the  checks,  few  and  ineflectual  as  they  are,  which  the  law  im- 
poses upon  the  transactions  of  the  department,  liavine  been  in 
a  great  measure  disregarded,  or  rendered  abortive,  and  no  cer- 
tain means  being  left  us  to  determine  the  accuracy  ol  ilie  state- 
ments and  reports  issuing  from  it,  except  by  causing  calcula- 
tions to  be  made  in  all  cases  where  there  were  data  to  found 
them,  and  by  comparing  these  reports  with  themselves,  and 
with  each  other,  your  coinniittee  adopted  this  course  and  thus 
they  believe  hav«  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  very  near- 
ly correct,  as  to  the  general  value  of  those  reports  and  state- 
ments. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  increase  of  expense  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  the  posimasier  general  has,  in  his  seveial 
annual  reports,  presented  us  an  enormous  increase  also  of  mail 
transportation.  In  his  report  accompanying  tiie  presidents's  mes- 
sage of  December,  1832,  he  states  that  tlie  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  on  the  Isl  of  July,  1829,  was  13,700,000  miles; 
and  in  that  accompanying  the  president's  message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  congress,  he  states  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1833,  it  was  26,854,485  miles,  making  an  in- 
crease of  transportation  from  the  1st  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  July, 
1833,  of  13,154,485  miles. 

From  the  knowledge  which  your  committee  possessed  of  the 
general  situation  and   business  of  the  department  at  those  pe- 
riods, it  appeared  to  them  that  the  statement  carried  the  stamp 
of  improbability  upon  its  very   face.     They,  therefore,  for  the 
purpo&e  of  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible  the  state  of  the 
matter,  called  on  the  officers  of  the  department  for  the  particu- 
lar data  on  which  they  had  founded  their  estimates,  and  asked 
also  for  the  original  paper  showing  the  calculations;   but  they 
were  told  that  those  papers  were   all   destroyed.    Your  com- 
mittee having  subpoenaed  doctor  Phineas  Bradley  to  attend  be- 
fore them,  and  give  evidence,  placed  in  his  hands  the  advertise- 
ments for   mail  contracts,  and  tlie  book  containing  the  state- 
ment of  extra  allowances,  and  gave  directions   that  he  should 
be  furnished  with  all  such  information  from  the  department  as 
would  enable  him  to   make  a  lull  and  fair  estimate;  and  they 
instructed  him  to  make  out  and  report  to  them,  under  oath,  a 
true  statement  of  the  amount  of  transportation,  in  miles,  at  the 
periods  above   mentioned.     Alter  he   had   proceeded   very  far 
with  his  estimates,  and  was  nearly  ready  to   make  his  report, 
your  committee  was  informed,  through  their  chairman,  that  the 
calculations  from  which  the  report  of  transportation  for  1832, 
was  made  out,  had  been  found,  and  that  a  copy  could  be  furnisii- 
ed.     It  was  accordingly  furnished,  but  came  too  late  for  your 
committee  to  compare  it  with  the  actual  routes  and  with  the 
advertisements  and  books  of  the  department.     And  it  contains 
nothing  of  itself  to  enable  us  to  deternr.ine  on  its  correctness.  It 
stands,  therefore,  on  precisely  the  same  ground  with  that  of  the 
annual  reports  above  mentioned,  and  requires  the  same  evi- 
dence to  sustain  it. 

The  report  of  doctor  Bradley,  in  whose  diligence,  integrity 
and  knowledge  of  the  subject,  we  have  the  fullest  reliance,  is 
hereto  attached,  verified  by  his  oath.  It  shows  that  the  trans- 
portations of  the  mail,  on  the  Ist^of  July,  1829,  just  after  the 
department  came  under  the  superintendence  of  the  present 
postmaster  general,  was  15,209,039  miles,  being  1,509.039  miles 
more  than  it  is  stated  in  the  annual  report  above  referred  to,  and 
that  the  transportation  on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  was  21,156,844, 
instead  of  26,854,485,  being  5,697,651  miles  less  than  the  post- 
master general  has  reported  it. 

.^Thus,  by  underrating  the  amount  of  transportation  at  the  time 
he  came  into  office,  and  exaggerating  it  since  that  time,  the 
postmaster  general  has  fallen  into  an  error,  as  to  the  amount 
which  he  has  increased  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  of  no  less 
than  7,206,690  miles. 

Your  committee,  not  having  performed  personally  the  labor 
of  this  part  of  the  examination,  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  above  estimates,  but  they  believe  them  to  be  nearly  cor- 
rect; and,  if  they  err,  that  the  error  will  be  found  to  be  approach- 
ing too  near,  rather  than  in  departing  too  widely,  from  the  state- 
ments in  the  official  reports  of  the  department. 

The  annual  expenses  of  transporting  the  mail,  under  existing 
contracts,  with  all  itnprovenients,  was,  bv  the  report  of  the  post- 
master general  of  thu  30th  Nov.  1833,  set'dovvn  at    2,033,289  42 
The  Blue  Book  of  Sept.  1832,  gives  the  aggregate  of 
all  mail  contracts  and  extra  allowance  at  1,999,920  14 


Making  a  diflference  of  expenditure  not  accounted 

for,  of  $40,396  28 

This  diflference  is  wholly  unexplained.  No  answer  has  yet 
been  given  to  a  call  made  by  the  senate,  on  the  llth  day  of 
March  last,  on  a  resolution  offered  by  one  of  your  committee, 
for  a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  transportation  and  extia 
allowances,  if  any,  omitted  in  the  Blue  Book,  which  would  have 
enabled  them  to  present  an  explanation  of  the  discrepancy;  and 
we  can  perceive  of  no  mode  of  accounting  for  it,  consistent  with 
the  correct  administration  of  the  department,  and  a  careful  and 
accurate  examination  of  the  papers  which  issue  from  it,  ar.d  uu- 
der  its  official  authority. 

Your  committee  has  also  caused  to  bo  selected  from  the  re- 
port (of  extra  allowances)  made  by  the  postmaster  general  to 
the  senate  on  the  5th  day  of  Maicli  last,  all  that  have  been  there 


NILES'  REGISTER—JU^JE   14,  1834^POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT.         275 


Bet  down  aa  subsisting  allowances  since  the  29th  day  of  June, 
1833,  wliich  ought  tu  includu  all  that  are  embraced  in  tlie  Blue 

Book. 

Their  aggre^'ate,  by  that  report,  amounts  to  $351,573  30 

Their  u'.'i^regale,  by  the  Blue  Byoit,  is  377,947  G6 


Making  a  difTereiice  of  26,374  3G 

Thus  tiie  Blue  Book  gives  uii  aggregate  less  than  the  annual 
rep.ort,  of  40,309  02^ 

And  the  report  of  Marcli  3, 1834,  less  than  tiie  Blue 

Book  26,374  36 


Error  between  the  annual  report  and  the  report  of 
March  3d,  1834  {$66,743  66^ 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  annual  report  accompanying 
the   president's  message  of  Dec.  Isi,  1832,  states  a  surplus  of 
available  funds,  afier  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  the  depart 
ment  down  to  tlie  1st  of  July,  1832,  at  {|;202,811  40 

In  his  report,  of  Nov.  30,  1833,  he  says,  that,  in- 
stead of  having  had  on  hand  that  amount  of  avail- 
aide  funds,  the  department  was  at  that  time  real- 
ly indebted  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  its  re- 
sources, including  its  credits  2,844  40 

Showing  an  admitted  error  in  that  report,  of  $205,655  80 

In  descendmg  to  the  items,  and  comparing  one  by  one  the 
contracts,  as  set  forth  and  certified  in  one  report  of  the  postmas- 
ter general,  with  the  same  contracts  as  set  forth  in  another  of 
his  reports,  are  discrepancies  still  more  remarkable.  Your 
committee  have  set  forth  a  few  of  these  instances  by  way  of  ex- 
ample. 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  12),  states  that  Stockton  and  Neill  had  con- 
tracted to  carry  the  mail  on  routes  Nos.  1,201,  1,202,  1,309  and 
1,400;  that  is  to  say,  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  Washing- 
ton to  Frederick  and  from  Frederick  to  Winchester,  at  $7,000 
per  annum. 

By  the  advertisements,  these  routes  were  to  go  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1832. 

In  his  report  to  the  senate,  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc. 
138,  p.  204),  he  stales  the  same  contract  at  15,950  dollars  per  an- 
nain,  exclusive  of  enormous  extra  allowances,  which,  as  they 
do  not  relate  to  the  branch  of  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, we  pass  by  for  the  present.  The  ditference  between  tiie 
report  of  this  contract  in  April,  1832,  and  March,  1834,  is  8,950 
dollars  per  annum,  amounting,  in  the  four  years,  the  duration 
of  the  contract,  to  35,000  dollars. 

In  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  17),  he  states 
that  R.  C.  Stockton  and  William  Neili  are  contractors  to  carry 
the  mail  on  route  No.  1..501,  and  others,  including  a  large 
number  of  routes,  principally  in  Ohio,  at  an  annual  compensa- 
tion of  $30,000 
£n  his  report  of  March  3,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  210),  he 

states  that  Wm.  Neili  &  Co.  are  contractors  on  the 

same  routes,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  50,410 


Making  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  per  an- 
num, of 


20,410 

During  the  contract,  of  81,641 

In  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  4),  he  states  that 
Eeeside  &  Slaymaker  are  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  7,000 
From  Pittsburgh  to  Washington  1,250 

Making,  in  the  aggregate  8,250 

In  his  report  of  March  3,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  199),  he  slates 
the  contract  as  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Washington,  and/row  fVashington  to  Wheeling,  at  an  annu- 
al compensation  of  27,070 


Making  a  difference,  per  annum,  of  19,750 

And  in  four  years,  of  79,000 

The  line  from  Washington  to  Wheeling  is  included  in  the 
contract  of  Stockton  and  Neill,  in  the  report  of  April,  1832. 
(Doc.  138,  p.  204.)  It  is  not  mentioned  as  a  part  of  the  contract 
of  Reeside  and  Slaymaker. 

In  his  report  (Doc.  212,  p.  2),  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  the 
postmaster  general  states  that  James  Reeside  is  the  contractor 
for  carrying  the  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  daily,  at 
an  annual  compensation  of  $6,000 

In  his  report  (Doc.  138,  p.  186)  of  March  3, 1834,  he 

states  the  same  contract  as  twice  a  day,  and  the 

compensation  per  annum  at 

Making  a  difference,  per  annum,  of 


20,500 


14,500 


$58,000 


And  in  four  years,  of 

These  are  but  a  few  out  of  a  numerous  class  of  cases,  many 
of  which  will  be  set  out  at  large  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  re- 
port. From  them  your  committee  has  been  constrained  to  draw 
conclusions  most  unfavorable  to  the  general  accuracy  of  the  de- 
partment, and  though  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  cases  which  fol- 
low have  been  differently  represented  in  different  reports  of  the 
department,  they  are  not  selected  with  a  special  view  to  that 
ciicums,lance.  We  detail  them  because  they  form  parts  of 
transactions  with  individuals,  some,  it  is  true,  of  small  import- 


ance, and  others  of  great  magnitude,  but  altogether  involving 
almost  every  conceivable  variety  of  abuse;  some  of  them  in 
direct  violation  of  law,  and  some  subversive  of  the  common 
principles  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  between  man  and  man. 

The  first  case  exaimned  by  your  coiiiiiiitlee  was  a  contract 
with  (ieneral  George  House,  of  Gallipolis,  in  the  State  of  Uhio, 
and  ilie  following  is  the  irunsaciion,  somewhat  in  detail,  as  it 
appeared  in  evidence. 

At  the  leitings  (Doc.  117,  p.  5),  in  October,  1830,  route  No. 
1,975,  from  Colesmouih  to  Gallipolis,  was  taken  by  John  Black 
at  the  yearly  compensation  of  $394,  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1831,  and  ending  the  31st  December,  1834. 

On  the  files  of  the  department,  is  a  letter  from  House  to  the 
postmaster  general,  dated  at  Washington,  January  28ih,  1831, 
in  which  he  proposes  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a  week  in  a 
steamboat  from  Charleston,  Kenhawa,  to  Gallipolis,  at  $30  per 
mile,  per  annum,  to  commence  as  soon  as  his  boat  should  be 
ready  in  the  spring;  and  he  adds,  that  his  proposition  is  made  in 
pursuance  of  a  request  or  directions  of  the  department  made  to 
judge  Hayward  in  December  (then)  last.  The  estimated  dia- 
taifice  sixty-four  miles,  equal  to  $1,920  a  year. 

In  a  communication  from  O.  B.  Brown  to  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, dated  the  lllh  of  February,  1831,  he  states  the  offer  of 
George  House  at  $1,000  for  carrying  the  mail  twice  a  week  in  a 
steamboat  on  the  same  route,  and  that  the  steamboat  will  be 
ready  "say  the  first  of  April;"  he  suggests  that  the  contract  with 
Black  may  be  suspended, -dud  asks  "shall  it  be  done?"  The  post- 
master general  endorses  on  the  paper  "let  it  be  done;"  and 
thereupon  Black  received  orders  to  discontinue  his  route  from 
the  1st  of  April,  1831.  No  contract  appears  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted by  House,  and  Black  continued  to  carry  the  mail  on  horse- 
back as  his  sub  contractor.  The  effect  of  the  whole  transaction 
was  to  shift  the  contract  out  of  the  hands  of  Black,  and  (dace  it 
in  the  hands  of  House,  who  is  well  known  as  an  active  and  influ- 
ential political  partisan.  A  letter  written  by  House  to  the  post- 
master general  on  the  2d  of  August,  1831,  states  that  he  had  not 
yet  got  his  steamboat  prepared,  and  does  not  know  when  he 
shall;  and  it  seems  that  he  never  did,  for  the  mail  is  still  carried 
on  horseback  on  that  route. 

At  the  letting  of  contracts  in  October,  1831,  route  No.  1,588, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis,  was  bid  off"  by  A.  L.  Ross,  at 
$1,100  per  annum,  the  mail  to  be  carried  three  times  a  week  in 
four-horse  post  coaches.  His  bid  was  accepted,  and,  in  the  re- 
port (Doc.  212,  p.  20),  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  he  appears  as 
the  contractor. 

On  the  7th  day  of  October,  1831,  a  letter  was  written  by  O. 
B.  Brown  to  Ross,  informing  him  that  the  acceptance  of  his  bid 
was  suspended,  and  that  the  department  wished  him  to  give  it 
up,  as  it  was  important  that  the  stage  line  from  Chillicothe  to 
Gallipolis,  should  be  connected  with  the  steamboat  line  from 
Gallipolis  to  Charleston:  Ross  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  requi- 
sition, and  the  mail  upon  that  route  was  carried  by  House,  for 
some  time,  but  without  any  contract  and  without  any  written 
and  accepted  offer.  There  was  exhibited  to  your  committee  a 
letter  from  House  to  O.  B.  Brown,  without  date  or  post  mark, 
in  which  he  says  he  has  carried  the  mail  from  Chillicothe  to 
Gallipolis,  and  from  Gallipolis  to  Colesmouih,  si7?ce  tUe  \st  of 
.January,  1832,  without  any  contract;  and  in  this  letter  was  en- 
veloped and  filed,  a  paper,  also  without  date,  containing  a  pro- 
position by  general  House  lo  carry  the  mail  tiiree  times  a  week 
in  four  horse  post  coaches  from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis,  and 
three  times  a  week  from  Gallipolis  to  Colesmouih,  on  horse- 
back, for  the  yearly  compensation  of  $2,600.  On  the  back  of 
this  paper  is  endorsed,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral "allowed  to  lake  place  from  the  1st  of  January,  1832."  All 
these  papers,  and  the  filing  and  entries  upon  them,  are  without 
date,  and  the  officers  of  the  department  can  give  no  account  of 
the  time  o(  their  execution.  Some  accidental  writing  in  pencil 
on  one  of  the  papers  does,  however,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  all  of  very  recent  origin,  and  the  contract  which  was  at 
last  executed,  pursuant  to  this  proposition,  appears  by  the  jurat 
to  have  been  executed  on  the  27lh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1833. 

Thus  were  there  two  contracts  transferred  from  their  legal 
owners,  against  whom  there  was  no  complaint,  to  gen.  George 
House,  at  a  clear  loss  to  the  department  of  $1 ,206  a  year,  amount- 
ing in  the  four  years  to  $4,824,  which  sum  is,  in  effect,  a  gift  to 
that  individual,  made  in  violation  of  law,  and  under  a  succes- 
sion of  pretences,  which  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 

By  the  act  of  the  15th  day  of  June,  1832,  a  mail  route  was  es- 
tablished from  Chicago  to  Green  Bay,  in  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan; but  in  the  proposals  published  by  the  department  on  the 
24th  of  July  following,  this  route  is  not  included,  and  no  notice 
whatever  was  published  by  order  of  the  department  for  propo- 
sals on  that  route.  O.  B.  Brown,  an  officer  in  the  department, 
who  made  out  the  list  of  proposals,  being  sworn,  stated  it  as  his 
belief,  that  the  omission  happened  in  consequence  of  the  law 
establishing  the  post  routes  not  having  been  published  at  the 
time  he  made  out  the  advertisement,  and  that  he  took  it  from  a 
copy  of  the  bill  which  aft*!rwards  underwent  alierafion.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  law  was  approved  on  the  loth  day  of  June,  1832; 
the  advertisement  was  signed  by  the  postmaster  general  on  the 
24th  of  July  following;  and  it  further  appears,  that  this  route 
was  upon  the  bill  as  it  was  first  introduced  into  the  house,  and 
was  never  struck  out,  or  underwent  the  slightest  alteration, 
during  its  progress. 

John  T.  Temple,  then  a  clerk  in  the  department,  made  out  a 
bid  in  the  name  of  Asahel  Saverr,  of  Michigan,  by  which  he  of- 
fered to  transport  the  mail  on  horseback  on  that  route  once  in 
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two  weeks,  for  3,000  dollars,  or  once  a  week  for  3,500  dollars  a 
year,  which  was  accepted.  There  was  afterwards  a  represen- 
tation made  by  Asahel  Savery,  in  the  handwriting  of  John  T. 
Temple,  stating  that  the  bid  was  too  low,  and  that  he  wonid 
suffer  very  heavy  lass  by  the  contract,  The  distance  is  two 
hundred  an(J  fifty  miles.  The  fair  value  of  the  service  does  not 
exceed  1,200  or  1,500  dollars. 

The  postmaster  general,  upon  this  representation,  made  an 
additional  allowance  of  1,000  dollars  a  year,  and  the  contract 
was  accordingly  executed  by  Savery,  and  assigned  to  Temple. 
In  this  manner  Dr.  Teujple,  by  means  of  his  situation  in  the 
department,  obtained  a  contract  giving  him  4,500  dollars,  for 
carrying  the  mail  250  miles  on  horseback  weekly,  for  which 
service  it  is  believed  1,500  dollars  would  be  a  very  large  com- 
pensation; niuch  more  indeed  than  the  state  of  things  would 
justify.  The  route  is  an  unimportant  one,  the  net  amount  of 
postage  received  upon  it,  after  leaving  Chicago  to  its  termina- 
tion at  Green  Bay  inclusive,  falls  short  of  the  one-tenth  part  of 
AhesuiH  gi^en  to  Temple  on  this  contract,  which  aggregate  sum 
equals,  it  is  believed,  the  net  proceeds  of  postages  received  in 
the  whole  territory  of  Michigan. 

Prior  to  the  lettings  in  October,  1831,  Lindsay  and  Sharffen 
(Were  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Hagerslown  to 
McConnellsburgh,  and  at  those  lettings  they  again  bid  to  carry 
the  mail  three  times  a  week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  at  300 
dollars,  or  daily  at  600  dollars  a  year.  James  Keeside  bid  for 
the  same  at  40  to  99  dollars  improved.  The  bid  of  Reeside  was 
accepted,  and  he  is  set  down,  in  the  report  of  the  postmaster 
general  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  as  the  contractor,  at  40  dol- 
lars a  year.  In  the  report  of  extra  allowances  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1834,  no  extra  allowance  on  this  contract  is  noted,  but 
in  that  part  of  the  same  report  which  gives  a  statement  of  the 
relreuchments  ordered,  this  route  is  noted  thus  (in  page  253) 
"1,231,  Hagerstown  to  McConnellsburgh,  James  Reeside  four 
weekly  trips,  reduced  700  dollars.  Not  understanding  precisely 
how  700  dollars  could  be  deducted  from  40  dollars,  without  first 
adding  something  to  the  lesser  sum,  a  member  of  your  commit- 
tee, who  happened  to  discover  the  discrepancy,  gave  to  their 
iClerk  a  written  paper,  stating  the  difficulty  and  requesting  an 
explanation,  and  asking  also  for  a  copy  of  some  papers,  which 
it  was  supposed  would  show  the  true  nature  of  this  and  one 
other  transaction.  There  was  much  delay  and  prevarication 
before  any  distinct  answer  was  given  to  the  inquiry,  and  then 
the  postmaster  general  declined  answering  it,  because  it  was 
not  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  This  diflliculty 
was  removed.  The  chairman  signed  the  paper,  and  some  few 
days  after,  and  after  the  arrival  of  James  Reeside,  the  contrac- 
tor, in  the  city,  the  postmaster  general  sent  in  his  answer  on  the 
J5th  day  of  May,  18.34,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

In  this,  he  says,  that  after  the  contract  was  adjudged  to  Ree- 
eide  on  his  bid  of  40  dollars  or  99  dollars  improved,  he  was  or- 
dered to  run  daily,  instead  of,tri-weekIy,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  for  increased  service  was  left  unsettled.  The  re- 
port goes  on  to  state  thai  Reeside  represented  to  the  postmaster 
general  that  there  had  been  two  mistakes  in  his  bid;  that  be  had 
jjiade  it  out  in  pencil  marks,  and  his  clerk  had  blundered  in  co- 
pying it.  That  the  40  dollars  was  intended  for  1,400,  and  the 
99  dollars,  which  occurred  twice,  was  intended  for  1,999,  and 
the  postmaster  general  adds  that  O.  B.  Brown  reported  to  him 
at  another  time  these  sayings  of  Reeside,  and  stated  that  there 
was  no  other  bid  on  this  route.  Mr.  Reeside  was  therefore  al 
lowed  to  correct  his  bid,  making  it  1,400  and  1,900,  iHslead  of 
40  and  99.  The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  Mr.  Brown  also  was 
mistaken^  thaL  tfyere  were  iri  fact  several  other  bids,  and  that,  as 
soon  as  this  was  made  knowp  to  the  postinaster  general,  he 
promptly  informed  the  contractor  that  his  contract  should  be 
reduced  to  the  amount  at  which  it  would  have  been  fixed  had 
he  known  the  other  bids  at  tjie  time  it  was  arranged.  The  tit^ie 
at  which  this  discovery  was  made,  and  the  notice  given  not  be- 
ing named  in  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  your  commit- 
tee inquired  of  him  on  that  subject,  and  he  stated  that  it  took 
place  after  he  received  the  before  raenlioned  informal  inquiry 
frpip  a  member  of  the  comnjittee. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  other  inquiries,  informal  as  that  when 
J^rst  presented  had  been  theretofore  amended  without  objec- 
.tion;  and  your  committee  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  the 
hesitation  at  first  manifested,  and  the  refusal  at  last  to  answer, 
was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time,  and  waiting  the  ar- 
rival of  the  contractor  (who  had  been  subpoenaed  by  your  com- 
mittee) that  a  better  countenance  might  be  put  upon  it  than  its 
naked  features  exhibited. 

Jatnes  Reeside  is  also  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Baltimore  to  Chambersburgh,  77  miles,  daily,  four  4  horse  post 
«oaches,  at  1,900  dollars  a  year,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1832. 
The  schedule  was  so  changed  on  the  29th  December,  1832,  as 
to  le.^sen  the  time,  and  consequently,  to  increase  the  speed,  but 
the  difference  was  so  light  as  to  be  wholly  unnoticed  by  a  sub- 
contractor on  a  part  of  the  route,  who  was  examined  by  your 
committee;  and  on  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  long  after  the  change 
of  the  schedule,  the  contract  is  reported  to  congress  (Doc.  212, 
p.  15), as  subsisting  at  1,900  dollars.  In  the  report  of  the  3(1  of 
March,  1834,  which  professes  to  give  all  the  extra  allowances, 
there  is  none  stated  on  this  route,  but  in  that  part  of  that  report 
which  gives  the  curtailment  of  mail  facilities,  (Doc.  138,  p.  2.53), 
,the  "increased  expedition"  is  reduced  to  1,595  dollars  yearly; 
and,  on  examination  of  the  books  of  the  department,  it  appears 
ihat  the  contractor  did  in  fact  receive  on  that  route  3,495  dol- 


lars yearly,  instead  of  1,900  dollars;  to  which  sum,  and  no 
more,  he  was  entitled  by  fair  and  legal  contract. 

The  increased  expedition  was  of  importance  to  the  contractor, 
to  enable  him  to  compete  with  other  rapid  lines  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  any 
considerable  value  to  the  public,  and  had  it  been  of  importance, 
the  increased  compensation  is  much  too  great  for  the  additional 
service  rendered. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212, 
p.  2),  that  James  Reeside  is  the  contractor  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  N.  York,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  daily,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  6,000 
dollars,  for  four  years  from  the  1st  day  of  Jaiiuary,  1832. 

By  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  the  contract  is  stated 
at  twice  a  day,  and  the  annual  compensation  (Doc.  138,  p.  186), 
at  $20,500 

He  was  allowed  (p.  187),  for  extra  services,  a  yearly 

compensation  of  5,125 

Increasing  the  compensation  on  this  route  from  6,000 

dollars,  the  legal  contract,  to  25,625 

And  an  express  mail  was  ordered  to  be  run  on  the 
same  route,  at  a  yearly  compensation  of  3,150 

Making  the  grand  total,  yearly  28,775 

In  his  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  131),  the 
postmaster  general  states  that  James  Clark  is  the  contractor  for 
carrying  the  mail  from  Bedford  to  Blair's  Gap,  and  from  Blair's 
Gap  to  Cumberland,  once  a  week,  on  horseback,  from  the  1st 
Jan.  1832,  to  the  31st  Dec.  1835,  at  a  yearly  compensation  of 
$275.  In  the  report  of  3d  March,  1834,  (Doc.'l38,  p.  198),  James 
Reeside  is  reported  to  be  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on 
these  routes,  (Nos.  1,215  and  1,230),  from  Cumberland  to  Blair's 
Gap,  three  times  a  week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  at  an  aB- 
nual  compensation  of  4,500  00 

And  on  the  25th  of  February,  1833,  he  was  directed  to 
run  daily  between  Bedford  and  Blair's  Gap,  at  an  ad- 
ditional compensation  of  2,911  78 

Thus  the  legal  contract  of  275  dollars  has  arisen  to         7,411  78 
James  Reeside  and  S.  R.  Slaymaker  were  contractors  for  car- 
rying the  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  for  a  yearly  com- 
pensation of  7,000 
From  Pittsburgh  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania  1,250 

Aggregate  8,250 

As  by  the  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  4  and 
11). 

In  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  199),  they 
are  stated  to  be  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  on  the  same 
routes,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  from  Washington  to  Wheeling, 
in  Virginia,  (which  is  also  covered  by  the  contract  of  Stockton 
and  Neill),  at  an  annual  compensation  of  27,000 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1833,  there  was  made  on  this  route 

a  yearly  extra  allowance  from  April  1,  1832,  of  10,000 

And  there  was  ordered  an  express  mail  on  the  same 
route,  to  be  run  by  James  Reeside,  from  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsburgh,  at  a  yearly  allowance  of  3,150 

Increasing  the  compensation  on  this  route  from  ^8,250, 
yearlyj  to  $40,150 

The  above  are  but  a  few  out  of  the  many  contracts  held  by 
James  Reeside  and  others  his  partners.  The  allowances  in  the 
above  cases,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  open  bids  and  fair  and 
legal  contracts,  in  $62,316  78  a  year;  amounting,  during  the 
continuance  of  their  contracts,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $249,267 
12,  given  to  these  contractors  by  the  department,  without  ad- 
vertising and  without  competition. 

The  amount  of  these  allowances  were  somewhat  reduced  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  in  consequence  of  the  insolvency  of 
the  department. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  these  and  many  similar  cases  of  favored 
contractors,  that,  where  they  are  concerned,  competition  is  ab- 
solutely pgt  down,  and  the  notice  published  pursuant  to  law, 
inviting  competition  and  the  public  biddings,  are  but  mere  masks 
to  cover  their  secret  transactions.  The  route  is  not  advertised 
as  it  is  to  be  run;  and  before  it  is  put  into  operation,  some  im- 
provemeni,  generally  comporting  with  an  alternative  proposi- 
tion in  the  bid,  is  ordered,  and  the  original  contract  is  merged 
and  lost  in  the  improvement.  The  compensation  agreed  toby 
the  legal  contract  is,  in  some  instances,  so  insignificant,  that  it 
is  hardly  worth  adding  in  as  an  item  in  the  aggregate  allowance. 

But  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary,  in  all  cases,  to  pre- 
serve even  the  Cover  of  inrreased  services,  as  an  excuse  for 
these  extra  allowances.  The  10,000  dollars  yearly  allowed  to 
Reeside  &  Slaymaker,  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  Pitts- 
burgh, is  wholly  without  this  apolocy.  The  allowance  was  for 
hardships  incurred  in  the  performance  of  a  stipulated  service, 
not  for  any  thing  done  which  their  contract  did  not  require  of 
them.  The  whole  hardship,  too,  as  proved  by  the  testimony  of 
Reeside,  was  this:  The  mail  was  so  heavy  for  three  of  their  trips 
weekly,  as  to  prevent  their  taking  in  a  full  load  of  passengers 
on  those  trips;  by  which  it  would  ser-m  that  the  department, 
after  paying  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  this  route, 
something  more  than  30,000  dollars,  was  also  held  hound  to  pay 
the  contractor  extra  for  whatever  expense  and  inconvenience 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  might  occasion  him.  Or  rather, 
to  give  the  transaction  its  tru,c  character,  this  ten  thousand  doi- 
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Jars  a  year  was  a  gift,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  to 
these  contractors:  and  there  are  some  further  circumstances  at- 
tending it,  which,  on  tiie  most  careful  inquiry  by  your  commit- 
tee, are  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

Tiie  evidence  shews  that  Reeside  &  Slaymaker,  represent 
two  companies  wiiicli  s-hare  cciuaily  in  tiie  profit  and  loss  on 
this  line.  The  money  aceruing  for  tran.-portalion  in  received 
by  Reeside  &  Slaymaluir,  a  moiety  hy  each,  and  disiril.)uted  by 
them  to  their  rc^^pective  companies.  Tliis  extra  allowance  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  was  received  hy  tli<;m  on  the  .')ili  of  May, 
1833,  and  no  part  of  it  has  yet  been  paid  over  hy  either  of  them 
to  their  partners,  or  entered  upon  any  account  book  of  the  com- 
panies. Reeside,  on  his  examination,  slated  that  they  had  kc{)t 
this  back  to  pay  some  old  debts  of  the  companies,  which  they 
supposed  had  been  provided  for,  but  which  were,  unexpectedly 
found  to  exceed  the  sum  appropriated  for  their  payment.  But 
being  specially  interrogated,  he  stated  that  this  unexpected  de- 
ficit did  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  and  that 
it  was  not  discovered  to  exist  until  about  three  months  after 
the  first  ten  thousand  dollars  of  this  extra  allowance  was  re 
ceived  by  him  and  Slaymaker.  The  whole  antount  so  receiv- 
ed, and  so  retained  by  them  on  this  account,  appears  to  have 
been  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  sixty- 
six  and  two-thirds  cents.  Tlie  allowance  of  this  money  and  its 
application  are  alike  remarkble. 

There  were  also  certain  pecuniary  transactions  of  a  private 
nature,  between  these  contractors  and  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  department,  which  came  under  the  notice  of  your  commit- 
tee, which,  in  their  opinion,  merit  consideration. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1832,  O.  B.  Brown  applied  to  Slayma- 
ker for  a  small  loan  of  money,  (300  dollars),  which  Slaymaker 
accordingly  lent  him,  but  took  no  note,  and  made  no  memoran- 
dum of  the  transaction,  wAic/i  took  place  in  the  presence  of  no 
one  hut  themselves.  At  another  time,  Mr.  Brown  asked  Slay- 
maker if  he  could  lend  him  three  thousand  dollars  at  the  usual 
rate  of  interest.  This  also  was  promised:  and  some  time  after, 
about  the  first  of  January,  1833,  Mr.  Brown  renewed  his  request, 
and  said  he  had  made  a  purchase  of  the  property  of  Dr.  Temple, 
on  the  faith  of  the  promised  loan.  The  witness  stated  before  the 
committee,  that,  at  that  time,  he  had  not  the  required  sum  of  mo- 
ney at  command,  but  undertook  to  raise  it,  and  accordingly  did 
raise  it,  by  means  of  draughts.  These  draughts  were  two  in  num- 
ber, for  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each,  drawn  by  Sam'l  R.  Slayma- 
ker on  O.  B.  Brown,  and  endorsed  by  James  Reeside,  and  pay- 
able at  ninety  days  date.  They  were  negotiated  at  the  West- 
ern bank,  in  Thiladelphia,  and  sent  to  the  Patriotic  bank,  in 
Washington  city,  for  collection.  They  were  paid  at  maturity 
by  the  proceeds  of  a  draught  drawn  by  James  Reeside  on  O.  B. 
Brown,  for  three  thousand  dollars,  at  ninety  days.  This 
draught  was  suffered  to  pass  a  day  or  two  beyond  its  maturity 
wiihout  payment;  but  on  the  18th  of  July  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  a  draught  drawn  by  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker  on  James 
Reeside,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  and  one  thousand  dollars  in 
cash  paid  by  Slaymaker;  and  O.  B.  Brown,  at  the  same  time, 
drew  on  Reeside  for  two  thousand  dollars,  which  draughts 
were  sent  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  for  collection.  It  appears 
that  neither  Reeside  nor  Slaymaker  made  any  charge,  or  kept 
any  memoranda  of  these  transactions;  that  they  have  no  note 
or  acknowledgment  of  Brown,  showing  his  liability  to  them, 
unless  it  be  the  draughts  which  were  taken  up,  which  Slayma- 
ker says  he  thinks  he  preserved,  but  of  which  he  does  not  pro- 
fess to  be  certain.  He,  nevertheless,  denies  absolutely  that  it 
was  intended  as  a  doceur  or  gratuity  to  Brown.  Reeside  states 
that  Brown  paid  him  one  thousand  dollars  in  part  of  this  loan. 
But  this  transaction  is  the  more  remarkable  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  another,  testified  to  by  Edwin  Porter,  which  will 
be  found  in  another  part  of  this  report.  In  that  case.  Brown 
was,  shortly  before  and  shortly  after  this  transaction,  the  lend- 
er ot^very  large  sums  of  money  to  Porter,  on  interest. 

It  also  appears  that,  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1831,  Mr. 
Barry  applied  to  Reeside,  in  Philadelphia,  to  assist  him  in  ne- 
gotiating an  acceptance  for  1,000  dollars,  to  raise  some  money 
for  his  (Mr.  Barry's)  individual  use.  Instead  of  doing  this, 
Reeside  advanced  him  the  1,000  dollars;  and  he  stated  before 
the  committee  that  Mr.  Barry  paid  it  by  his  acceptance  at  a 
phort  date,  which  he  (Reeside)  negotiated  in  the  Schuylkill 
bank.  On  inquiry  of  the  cashier  of  the  Schuylkill  bank,  we 
were  informed  that  no  such  acceptance  was  negotiated  there. 
Your  committee,  having  collated  the  evidence  touching  these 
transactions,  leave  them  wiihout  comment. 

In  some  of  the  contracts  above  examined,  and  many  others 
that  passed  under  the  notice  of  your  committee,  very  large 
sum?  of  money  have  been  paid  by  the  department,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  second,  and  sometimes  a  third,  duUy  line  on  the 
same  route. 

When  the  contracts  for  a  regular  daily  mail  have  been  adver- 
tised and  let  out  pursuant  to  law,  your  committee  can  look  upon 
these  expenditures  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  an  enormous 
waste  of  the  public  funds.  Takt",  for  example,  the  case  of  the 
contract  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  and  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Washington,  bronGrht  up,  as  we  have  already  shown,  from 
8,250  dollars  to  40,1.'50  dollars — while  a  single  mail,  in  each  way 
daily,  on  that  line,  is  all  the  public  service,  or  the  btisines?  of 
the  country  does  require,  or  ever  has  required.  Additional 
lines  of  stages  there  are  convenient  only  for  the  transportation 
of  passengers,  and,  whenever  the  business  of  the  country  re- 
quires them,  they  spring  up  of  themselves  without  the  aid  of 
government.    And  those  opposition  lines,  which  are  got  up  by 


individual  enterprise,  serve  the  interest  of  the  travelling  public 
as  well,  and  perhaps  belter,  than  the  additional  daily  lines  of 
coaches,  all  subject  to  the  control  of  the  same  individuals, 
which,  under  the  name  of  additional  mails,  are  tjUbtained  by 
enormous  bounties  out  of  the  |)ublic  purse. 

Tlie  jnonopi)ly  set  up  by  the  establishment  of  these  additional 
daily  mails,  and  express  mails,  is  of  the  most  pernicious 
lend(  iicy.  They  enable  the  large  tnail  contractors  to  put  down 
and  ruin  any  man  who  shall  atteuipt  to  compete  with  them  in 
the  iransporlalion  of  passengers;  and  thus,  for  want  of  ihat 
wholesome  coHipelition  which  the  natural  course  of  things 
would  otherwise  create,  are  travellers  delivered  over  to  the 
tnail  contractijrs  and  their  servants  as  a  kind  of  property,  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  disposed  of,  for  the  time  being,  according  to 
their  good  pleasure. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  committee,  by  these  remarks,  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  any  class  of  individuals.  These  men, 
like  all  others,  pursue  their  own  individual  interest,  and  many 
of  them  labor  assiduously  for  the  comfort  and  accommodation 
of  the  public.  It  is  our  purpose  to  mark  the  general  tendency  of 
things,  and  few  travellers  can  have  failed  toobserve  that  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  passenger  in  the  mail  stage  is  promot- 
ed hy  the  existence  of  an  efficient  opposition  on  the  same  route. 
But  besides  ihe  general  effect  of  lliese  second  and  third  daily 
mails  to  put  down  opposition  lines,  an  agreement,  of  which  that 
is  one  of  ihe  avowed  objects,  entered  into  between  two  large 
companies  of  contractors,  each  running  those  additional  lines, 
and  each  in  the  receipt  of  very  large  extra  allowances,  appears 
to  have  been  made  with  the  approbation  of  the  department,  and 
filed  among  its  archives  to  be  safely  kept  and  officially  enforced. 
In  one  clause  it  binds  the  contracting  parlies,  under  a  penalty, 
to  transport  no  passengers  for  less  than  a  stipulated  price.  It 
also  binds  them  to  use  their  efforts  to  put  down  an  opposition 
line  which  appears  to  be  established  on  one  of  their  routes,  and 
not  to  receive  any  passengers  who  shall  have  been  carried  on  any 
part  of  the  route  in  an  opposition  coach. 

Your  committee  have  caused  a  copy  of  this  agreement  to  be 
appended  to  this  report,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that,  as  an  act 
countenanced,  encouraged,  or  sanctioned  by  the  department, 
or  any  of  its  officers,  it  is,  in  the  above  mentioned  particulars, 
an. unjust  invasion  of  private  rights. 

The  express  mails  which  have  been  above  noticed  by  your 
committee,  are,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain,  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  another  line  of  mail  coaches,  sent  for  no  special  pur- 
pose, or  on  any  special  emergency;  probably  applied  for  because 
it  was  found  profitable  to  run  a  third  line  of  coaches  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  and  granted  because  they  were 
applied  for.  Your  committee  look  upon  the  expenditure  of 
money  to  establish  these  second  and  third  daily  lines  in  no 
other  light  than  that  of  a  premium  paid  by  the  department  to 
one  line  of  passenger  coaches,  tending  to  give  it  ihe  ascendan- 
cy over  every  other  line.  A  striking  case,  in  illustration  of  this 
view,  occurs  in  the  agreement  above  referred  to.  Stockton 
and  Neill  are  the  contractors  on  the  line  from  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Wheeling — Reesjde  and  others  are  contrac- 
tors on  the  route  from  Philadelphia,  by  Pittsburgh  and  Wash- 
ington, to  Wheeling;  thus  running  two  mail  lines  from  Wash- 
ington to  Wheeling  upon  the  same  road.  By  the  agreement  re- 
ferred to,  Reeside  stipulated  to  run  that  route  no  oftener  than 
each  alternate  day;  in  consideration  of  which,  Stockton  and 
Neill  agree  to  carry  Reeside's  mail  on  each  of  the  other  alter- 
nate days,  without  compensation,  except  at  the  option  of  Ree- 
side. The  transportation  of  the  mail  is  treated  as  a  mere  inci- 
dental business,  not  worth  serious  notice  in  a  contract  about 
passengers  an«  opposition  lines. 

R.  C.  Stockton  and  Wm.  Neill  contracted  to  carry  the  mail 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling;  from  Washinzton,  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  Sleubenvillp;  from  Baltimore  to  Cumberland;  frorM 
Washington  city  to  Fred'^rick,  and  from  Frederick  to  Winches- 
ter, from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1832.  for  four  years,  (see  re- 
port of  A  pril  18,  1 832,  doc.  212,  p.  12),  at  the  annual  compensa- 
tion of  $7,000. 

But  the  contract  was  in  fact  executed,  giving  them  a  yearly 
compensation  for  the  same  line,  with  some  variations,  at  $15,500 
And  for  increased  expedition,  and  increased  number  of 
trip?,  making  two  lines  of  stages  daily;  which  was,  as 
is  believed,  wholly  unnecessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice— they  were  allowed  extra  the  yearly  sum  of  22,969 


Thus,  upon  a  contract  for  7,000  dollars,  made  pursuant 
to  law,  the  department  has,  by  means  of  hypothetical 
bids  and  extra  allowances,  transferred  to  the  hands 
of  these  invividuals  the  yearly  sum  of  $38,462 

R.  C.  Stockton  and  Wm.  Neill  were  also  contractors  for  car- 
rying the  mail  on  seventeen  mail  routes,  stated  in  the  report  of 
April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  17),  at  the  annual  compensation  of 

$30,000 
*The  contracts,  however,  appear  to  have  been  so  modified 
and  adjusted,  after  the  acceptance  of  the  bids,  as  to  give  them 
on  the  same  routes  the  annual  compensation  of  $50,410 

And  they  were  allowed  for  extras,  including  an  allow- 
ance for  tolls  an6  ferriages,  yearly  18,596 

Making-nn  aggregate  of  $69,006 

Being  an  advance  upon  their  regular  legal  contracts  of  $39,506 

~*Rep.  of  March  3.  183-1,  doc.  138,  p.  210,  211. 
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The  advance  upon  the  other  contracts  above  referred 

to  is  31,462 


Making  the  yearly  advance  allowed  on  the  two  con- 
tracts of  $70,968 


Which,  during  the  four  years  of  their  continuance, 
amount  in  the  aggrt.'gale  to  )$283,872 

And  this  given  without  advertising  and  without  competition. 
*R.  C.  Stockton  is  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  loutes 
Nos,  1,105,  1,111,  1,219,  1,371,  1,372,  1,387,  1,391,  1,395,  1,396, 
1,397,  1,398 — 24  miles  daily,  61  niilos  thrice  a  week,  98  miles 
daily,  38  miles  daily,  70  miles  daily,  54  twice,  58  miles  daily,  24 
miles  once,  15  miles  once,  30  miles  once,  at  ^14,950 

This  contract  has  no  schedule  attached  to  it,  and  on  its  mar- 
gin it  has  this  memorandum:  "All  the  improvements  in  this 
contract  were  ordered  by  the  postmaster  general  from  the  be- 
ginning; he  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  stipulated  sum  of  {$20,150 
per  annum  additional." 

It  is  also  noted  on  the  contract,  and  stated  in  the  report  of 
March  3..  1834,t  that  the  express  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Lan- 
caster is  discontinued,  but  no  mention  is  made  in  that  report  or 
elsewhere,  as  your  committee  can  discover,  that  such  express 
mail  was  ever  established.  The  improvements  for  which  this 
enormous  sum  of  ,'$21,150  was  allowed,  are  not  indicated  in  any 
report  made  to  congress.  In  the  report  of  the  18th  April,  1832, 
th«  contract  is  set  down  at  $14,950,  and  nothing  is  any  where 
said  to  the  public  of  increased  service  or  increased  compensa- 
tion. The  extra  amount  thus  paid  on  this  contract,  without 
legal  warrant  or  adequate  consideration,  during  its  continuance 
four  years,  is  $80,600,  besides  the  $3,150  a  year  paid  for  the  ex 
press  mail  on  the  same  line. 

In  the  above  case,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  contract  is, 
in  the  aggregate,  for  eleven  mail  routes;  so  interweaving  and 
complicating  the  transaction  as  to  render  it  exceedingly  difficult 
to  unravel  it,  and  to  find  whether  the  bids  at  which  the  routes 
were  struck  ofT,  are  the  most  favorable  for  the  department,  and 
still  more  difficult  is  it  to  ascertain  the  reality  of  any  alleged 
improvements,  and  their  actual  value  if  they  exist.  The  same 
objection  occurs  in  numerous  cases.  Improvements  are  said 
to  be  made  by  expediting  on  one  route,  changing  the  schedule 
on  another,  and  ordering  additional  trips  on  a  third;  so  that  a 
single  contract  is,  in  this  manner,  rendered  so  complex  as  to 
require  the  labor  of  several  days  to  reduce  it  to  its  elements, 
and  ascertain  its  true  condition. 

E.  Porter  &  Co.  are  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Staunton,  in  Virginia, to  Catlettsburgh,  Kentucky,  three  limes  a 
week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1831, 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1834,  at  an  annual  compensation  of 
$7,566. 

On  this  contract,  legal  and  regular  in  its  inception,  are  en- 
grafted extra  allowance  compensation  tor  extension  and  private 
coniracts  to  the  enormous  yearly  sum  of  $18,156. 

The  two  largest  of  the  items  which  compose  this  extra  sum, 
namely,  $2,000  for  extending  a  steamboat  mail,  between  Guy- 
andotte,  Virginia,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  $U,000  a  year  for 
extending  the  steamboat  mail  to  Louisville,  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  not  only  an  unnecessary  and  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds,  but  is  an  act  wholly  unautho- 
rised by  law. 

Every  one  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  and 
the  course  of  business  between  thore  points,  will  be  at  once 
satisfied  that  it  is  unnecessary.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  whe- 
ther the  mail  be  carried  between  those  points  in  a  two-horse 
coach  or  in  a  steamboat,  provided  it  be  carried  safely;  and  the 
lines  on  which  it  was  carried  before  the  establishment  of  this 
route  were  ample  for  that  purpose.  No  one  travels  in  stages 
from  Guyandotte  to  Cincinnati,  or  from  Cincinnati  to  Louis- 
ville; and  the  aid  of  the  department  is  not  necessary  to  keep  up 
a  constant  and  regular  communication  by  steamboats  between 
them.  The  establishment  of  this  line  was  therefore  unneces- 
sary, either  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  or  the  accommo- 
dation of  passengers. 

It  was  also  against  law.  The  general  act  of  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1825,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  regulating  the 
post  office  department,  in  its  1st  section,  enacts,  that  the  post- 
master general  "shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all 
post  routes  that  are  or  may  be  established  by  law."  This 
clause  contains  his  whole  general  authority  for  contracting  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  this  does  not  authorise  the 
setting  up  of  this  line  of  steamboats,  inasmuch  as  the  Ohio 
river  between  these  points  is  not  a  legal  mail  route.  But  the 
authority  here  exercised  may  be  supposed  to  be  conferred  by 
the  5lh  section  of  the  act  which  provides  "that  the  postmaster 
general  be  authorised  to  have  the  mail  carried  in  any  steam- 
boat, or  other  vessel  which  shall  be  used  as  a  packet  in  any  of 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  shall  be  considered  expedient:  provided,  that  he  does  not 
pay  more  than  three  cents  for  each  letter,  and  not  more  than 
one-half  cent,  for  each  newspaper  conveyed  in  such  mail." 
But  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  your  committee  that  this  provision  of 
law  was  never  intended  to  authorise,  and  does  not  authorise, 
the  establishment  of  a  steamboat  line  bif  contract  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  mail;  the  whole  frame  and  language  of  the  sec- 
tion forbids  it.    "The  postmaster  general  is  authorised  to  have 


*April  18,  1832,  doc.  212,  p.  8. 
fDoc.  138,  p.  151. 


the  mail  carried  in  any  steamboat  which  shall  be  used  as  a 
packet."  He  may  avail  himself  of  sucii  nieiiris  of  transporta- 
tion when  he  finds  it  already  existing,  but  he  is  not  authorised 
to  incur  the  expense  of  providing  it.  The  law  also  provides 
that  he  shall  not  pay  more  than  three  cents  for  each  letter,  nor 
more  than  half  a  cent  for  each  newspaper  so  carried:  a  restric- 
tion wholly  inconsistent  vviUi  the  supposition  that  he  had  pow- 
er to  get  up  steamboat  lines  by  contract  fur  the  transportation 
of  the  mail.  And  the  reason  that  this  is  not  permitted  is  obvi- 
ous; the  expense  of  getting  up  a  steamboat  line,  by  contract, 
for  the  transportation  of  the  ninil,  is  enormously  disproi)ortion- 
ed  to  the  object;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  department  may 
avail  itself  most  advantageously  of  an  existing  line  of  packets 
for  the  cheap  and  expeditious  transportation  of  the  mail.  The 
5lh  section  of  the  act,  above  referred  to,  is  a  transcript  of  the 
3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  27lh  of  February,  1815.  And  while 
the  last  named  act  was  in  force,  it  was  thought  expedient  by 
the  department  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Louisville  by  steamboats.  But,  as  the  power  was  not 
supposed  to  be  conferred  by  that  law,  a  special  act  was  passed 
on  the  2d  iVIarch,  1819,  authorising  such  contract,  with  the  ex- 
press proviso  that  the  whole  expense  of  sending  the  mail  in 
steamboats  should  not  exceed  that  of  transporting  the  same  by 
land.  In  the  steamboat  contracts  made  by  the  present  post- 
master general,  not  the  slightest  attention  is  paid  to  the  restric- 
tions in  either  of  the  above  named  statutes,  and  the  sum  paid 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Cincinnati  to  Louisville 
consumes  greatly  more  than  half  the  net  revenue  received  by 
the  department  in  both  those  cities. 

There  is  another  transaction  with  the  same  individual,  which 
is  liable  to  the  same  and  still  stronger  objections. 

It  seems  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Rhodes  undertook  to 
carry  the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile,  but  failed  and 
gave  up  the  contract.  Afterwards  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
James  Reeside,  and  Avery  and  Potter,  unde/took  to  carry  the 
mail  on  the  same  route,  three  times  a  week  in  steamboats,  for 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars  a  year.  They  also  failed  to  com- 
ply, and  their  contract  was  also  given  up.  Edwin  Porter  then 
undertook,  by  private  agreement  with  the  department,  to  carry 
the  mail  daily  on  that  route  in  steamboats  for  four  years,  at 
forty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  which  agreement  is  still  subsist- 
ing. Within  the  last  year  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
failures  on  this  improved  line,  for  which  the  contractor  says  he 
is  fined  on  the  books  of  the  department  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  yet  no  part  of  this  sum  appears  to  have  been  re- 
tained out  of  his  pay.  On  the  contrary  he  was  permitted  to 
overdraw  very  largely,  and  his  draft  for  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, accepted  by  the  postmaster  ueneral,  and  not  yet  paid,  was 
discounted  some  time  since  at  New  Oileans,  to  enable  him  to 
raise  money  to  go  on  witii  the  contract,  which  was  likely  to  fail 
by  the  unskilfulness  and  inefficiency  of  his  agent.  This  con- 
tractor, Edwin  Porter,  is  also  the  borrower  of  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney of  Obadiah  B.  Brown — three  thousand  five  bundled  dol- 
lars early  in  the  year  1832,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars in  November  1833,  making  an  aggregate  loan  of  eight  thou- 
sand'dollars. 

The  waste  of  money  on  this  contract  is  enormous.  The  net 
proceeds  of  all  the  postages  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
town  of  Mobile,  are  hardly  sufficient  to  sustain  it.  The  law 
has  been  violated  by  entering  into  a  contract  to  get  up  a  steam- 
boat line  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  without  any  regard 
to  legal  restrictions.  It  was  violated  by  the  department  when 
it  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
without  an  advertisement  inviting  public  competition.  And 
there  is  another  featuie  in  this  and  some  other  cases  which 
your  committee  have  examined,  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  de- 
serving of  the  most  decisive  condemnation.  It  is  the  blending 
and  connecting  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  department  with  tho.-e 
of  individual  contractors.  Thus,  while  advancing  its  funds, 
and  lending  its  credit  to  this  individual  to  enable  him  to  repair 
his  errors  and  carry  on  his  contract,  the  department  itself  did, 
in  several  cases,  call  in  the  aid  of  other  contractors  to  assist  it 
in  raising  money  to  pay  its  ordinary  and  current  expenses. 
Two  instances  of  this  kind  are  stated  in  the  testimony  of  James 
Reeside.  About  two  years  ago,  he  drew  a  draft  of  six  thousand 
dollars  at  the  request  of  the  department,  and  for  its  use,  and  got 
it  negotiated  at  the  Western  bank  of  Philadelphia;  and  some 
time  last  winter  he  "arranged"  ten  thousand  dollars  through 
the  assi.nant  postmaster  gt  New  York,  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment. No  other  cases  of  the  like  kind  are  distirictly  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  but,  from  general  information, 
they  believe  the  practice  to  have  prevailed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. Your  committee  condemn  this  practice  most  decisively. 
In  their  opinion,  it  is  placing  the  department  in  an  improper 
and  injurious  connection  with  individuals.  As  a  matter  of 
mere  prudence,  independently  of  the  question  of  power,  it 
should  neither  venture  its  own  money  or  plight  its  credit,  to 
sustain  any  individual,  much  less  should  it  ask  pecuniary  as- 
sistance of  its  contractors  to  enable  it  to  keep  up  its  credit. 
Those  contractors  should  be  required  to  do  their  duly,  and  they 
should  be  asked  for  nothing  more.  Favors  are  expected  to  be 
reciprocal,  and  if  the  department  ask  and  receive  them,  it  can- 
not deny  when  something  is  asked  in  return.  But  the  depart- 
ment has  placed  itself  in  this  undignified  relation  with  its  con- 
tractors. It  has  become  the  acceptor  for  one  to  enable  him  to 
sustain  his  credit  and  carry  on  his  contract;  and  it  has  become 
the  debtor  to  another  for  his  name  to  enable  it  to  raise  money 
to  answer  its  own  pressing  necessities.    The  relations  in  which 
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it  is  thus  involved  are  partly  the  cause  and  partly  the  conse-  J      Your  committee  called  for  the  bids  pursuant  to  which  this 


qiience  of  its  present  insolvent  condition.  The  individuals 
who,  variously  connected  and  combini^d,  hold  extravagant  pri- 
vate contracts,  and  who  receive  extra  allowances,  which  ex- 
haust the  revenues  of  whole  stales,  are  the  same  who  lend  their 
credit  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  departiuent — who  furnish 
funds  to  pay  off  the  dehts  and  relieve  tlie  eniharrassnienls  of  its 
chief  officer — who  advance  large  sums  of  money  to  enable 
another  of  its  otiicers  to  purchase  real  estate  "at  a  reduced 
price," — and  who  send  presents  of  choice  wines  to  furni.-h  the 
tables  of  both. 

William  Smith  is  the  contractor  for  carryin;;  the  mail  from 
Washiui^ton  city  to  Lynciib'iri»,*  two  hundred  miles,  three 
tiujes  a  week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  at  the  yearly  com- 
pensatiim  of  ,$G,000 

He  was  allow(;d  for  two  changes  of  schodnle,  the  pro|)rie- 
ty  and  utility  of  which  is  not  shown,  800  dollars  and 
300  dollars,  1,100 

For  a  daily  mail  from  Washington  to  Warrenton,  fifty- 
two  miles,  1,200 
A  daily  mail  from  Warrenton  to  Orange  court  house,  for- 
ty four  miles,  1,600 
And  a  daily  mail  from  Orany;e  court  house  to  Lynchburg, 

one  hundred  and  six  miles,  4,000 


contract  was  made,  and  they  find  those  that  are  marlied  accept- 
ed as  follows: 

1,731.  From  Maysville  to  Louisville  daily,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  out;  hundred  and  forty 
miles;  also,  from  Lexington  to  Frankfort, 
thirty  miles — E.  P.  Johnson's  bid — ("accepted 
and  <!xecuted,")  $4,500  00 

1,740.  From  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  three  limes  a  week  in  four-horse 
post  coaches,  two  huiulrtid  and  six  miles. 
Hough  and  Chiles,  1,740  and  1,741  improved — 
("accepted  and  executed,")  7,080  00 

1,746.  From  Lexington  to  IJean's  Station,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  one  miles,  twice  a  week,  in 
four- horse  post  coaches,  J.  G.  Chiles,  ("ac- 
cepted and  executed,")  6,500  00 
1,742.  From  Louisville  to  Nashville,  one  hundred 
and  seventy- four  miles,  in  (bur  horse  post 
coaches,  six  times  a  week,  to  Howling  Green, 
and  the  remainder  three  limes  a  week,  E.  P. 
Johnson  &  Co. — ("accepted  and  executed,")       4,500  00 


Making  an  extra  allowance  yearly  of  $7,900 

The  four  additional  trips  per  week  were  relinquished  on 
the  1st  December,  1833,  in  consequence  of  the  insol- 
vency of  the  department,  and  there  was  deducted  from 
the  extra  allowance  4,900 


$•22,580  00 


Leaving  for  no  known  increase  of  service  the  yearly  al- 
lowance of  3,000 
If  we  admit  the  change  of  schedule  to  be  a  meritorious 

cause  for  the  allowance  of  1,100 

The  contractor  is,  in  that  case,  released  from  all  his  addi- 
tional trips,  for  which  he  was  allowed  6,800  dollars, 
and  his  compensation  is  reduced  in  consequence  of  it 
but  4,900,  leaving  him  an  additional  yearly  allowance 
of  1,900 

For  which  no  service  whatever  is  rendered. 

There  is  also  an  extra  allowance  of  nine  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five dollars  made  to  William  Smitlif  for  an  extension  of  his 
line  from  Dobsou'sX  roads  to  Lexington,  North  Carolina.  Prior 
to  this  arrangement,  this  mail  went  on  the  route  from  Dobson's 
X  roads  to  Salem,  and  from  Salem  to  Lexington,  which  increas- 
ed his  distance  only  seven  miles,  passing  through  a  very  flou- 
rishing town.  This  extension,  as  it  is  called,  was  therefore 
wholly  useless,  except  so  far  as  itserved  the  convenience  of  the 
contractor,  and  enabled  him  to  draw  off  upon  his  newly  adjust- 
ed line  the  passengers  which  had  theretofore  gone  upon  the  old 
line  of  Peck  and  Welford.  It  does  not  touch  a  single  post  of- 
fice in  the  twenty- five  miles  which  is  not  also  passed  on  the 
recular  mail  route  established  by  law. 

The  extra  allowances  made  on  this  route  of  William  Smith,| 
from  Washington  until  it  unites  with  the  route  of  Peck  and 
Welford,  at  Lexington,  N.  C.  was  8,875  dollars,  as  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834.  The  true  sum  is  believed  to 
be  larger,  but  taking  that  to  be  the  actual  amount,  the  extra  al- 
lowances exceed  the  whole  net  proceeds  of  postages  on  that  line 
from  Alexandria,  where  it  first  diverges  from  the  line  of  Stock- 
ton &  Co.  to  Lexington,  where  it  unites  with  the  line  of  Peck 
and  Welford,  by  more  than  2,000  dollars,  including  all  the  pos- 
tages of  the  large  towns  of  Warren,  Charlottesville  aud  Lynch- 
burg. 

E.  P.  Johnson  is  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  se- 
veral routes  in  Indiana,  numbered  11,  17,  19,  23,  24,  25,  27  and 
41,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1830,  to  the  31st  of  December,  18.33, 
at  a  yearly  compensation  of  3,300  dollars.  There  are  no  less 
than  eiohtecn  different  modifications  and  additions  to  this  single 
contract,  for  which  he  receives  in  the  aggregate  yearly  14.502 
dollars  18  cents,  in  addition  to  what  he  receives  by  contract — 
amounting  in  the  four  years  to  58,008  dollars  72  cents;  and  all 
this  by  private  arrangement,  without  advertisement  or  competi- 
tion. 

The  net  amount  of  postages  received  in  the  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, according  to  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1831,  was  9,609  dollars  67  cents,  falling  short 
by  4,892  dollars  51  cents  of  paying  the  yearly  extra  allowance 
on  this  single  contract.  The  increase  of  the  postages  during  the 
continuance  of  the  contract  will  not,  in  all  probability,  bring  up 
the  receipts  to  a  sum  sufiicient  to  discharge  these  extra  allowan- 
ces in  the  four  years  by  the  net  proceeds  of  postages  for  the 
same  four  years  in  the  whole  stale. 

§E.  P.  Johnson,  John  Hutchins,  Joseph  H.  Hough,  William 
Henny,  and  J.  G.  Chiles,  are  staled  in  the  report  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  22),  as  con- 
tractors for  carrying  the  mail  from  Maysville  to  Louisville 
daily;  from  Frankfort  to  Nashville  three  times  a  week;  from 
Louisville  to  Nashville  six  times  a  week;  and  from  Lexington  to 
Bean's  Station  six  times  a  week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  at 
the  annual  compensation  of  37,780  dollars. 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to 

Being  less  than   the  sum  reported  by  the  postmaster  general 
in  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  by  $15,180. 

Opposite  the  accepted  bid  on  route  1,742,  from  Louisville  to 
Nashville,   is   noicd   in   red   ink,   "to   run   alternate    between 
Franklin  and  Russellville  at  pro  rata  allowance,"  showing  that 
one  of  the  routes  which  he  run  from   Bowling    Green  to  Nash- 
ville under  this  contract,  passed  through  Russellville. 
1,743.     And  in  doc.  212,  p.  23,  of  April   I8tli,  1832, 
we  find  that  John  Gray  receives  on  the  route 
from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville,  2,980  00 

And  by  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc. 
138,  p.  218),  he  appears  to  be  allowed  tor  running 
three  additional  trips  from  Bowling  Green  to  Rus- 
selville  on  the  same  route,  1,019  55 


*Doc.  138,  p.  157. 

tDoc.  138.  p.  166. 

}Doc.  119  of  1830  and  1831. 

§Nos.  1,731,  1,740,  1,741,  1,742  and  1,746. 


Amounting  to  $3,999  55 

So  it  appears  that  John  Gray  is  paid  three  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety  nine  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville,  on  the  same  route  on 
which  it  is  carried  by  E.  P.  Johnson  &  Co.  as  above. 

James  F.  Robinson  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Georgetown, 
Kentucky,  72  miles,  in  14  hours,  at  a  yearly  compensation  of 
1,000  dollars.  His  schedule  was  so  changed  that  he  was  re- 
quired to  run  through  in  12  hours,  instead  of  14,  making  part  of 
the  trip  in  the  niglit;  for  wliich  he  was  allowed  the  additional  ■ 
yearly  compensation  of  3,000  dollars.  It  is  not  perceived  by 
your  committee  that  the  change  of  a  schedule  was  at  all  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest. 

One  among  the  many  contracts  of  Avery,  Tomkins  &  Co. 
and  others  who  are  connected  with  them,  and  whose  contracts 
are  interlaced  with  theirs,  is  taken  as  a  specimen  of  another 
very  large  class  of  cases — a  leading  feature  of  which  is  compli- 
cation and  confusion. 

The  annual  report  of  the  postmaster  general  of  the  25th  of 
February,  1832,  states  that  E.  Porter,  James  Reeside,  John  H. 
Avery,  Isaac  Tompkins,  D.  A.  Saltmarsh,  Charles  P.  Mallett, 
John  McLean,  and  Sidney  Porter,  are  contractors  on  routes 
1,901,  1,902,  1,903,2,047,  2,101,2,102,2,104,2,105,2,254,2,255, 
2,3.52,  2,353,  in  stages  and  steamboats,  at  67,950  dollars  yearly. 

The  postmaster  general  in  his  report  of  the  3d  March,  1834,* 
states  that  Avery,  Tompkins  &  Co.  are  contractors  on  routes 
Nos.  1,903  and  2,101,  at  a  compensation  of  24,000  dollars;  and 
they  received,  for  divers  improvements  on  routes  Nos.  1,903, 
2,101  and  2,102,  which  are  all  included  in  the  grand  aggregate 
of  contracts  above  named,  and  also  for  improvements  on  2,107, 
which  is  not  inchided  in  it,  an  extra  allowance  yearly  of  13,500 
dollars.  Thus  first  grouping,  and  then  dividing  into  smaller 
groups,  and  confounding  one  group  of  contracts  with  another, 
until  it  becomes  impracticable  to  trace  and  reduce  to  their  ele- 
ments their  multiform  transactions. 

After  several  other  extras  for  improvements  which  result  in 
daily  mails,  with  increased  expedition  on  these  routes,  and  an 
increased  allowance  of  11,000  dollars  a  year,  there  occurs  this 
extraordinary  allowance: 

"For  running:,  besides  a  triweekly  line  in  n.  four-horse  wa^on, 
so  as  to  exclude  passengers,  and  insure  the  regular  arrival  of  the 
mail  durinii  the  winter  season,  they  were  allowed, from  Decem- 
ber 1,  1832,  an  additonal  compensation,  at  the  annual  rate  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars."  Thus,  after  paying  these 
individuals  a  large  compensation  by  contracts  for  carrying  the 
mail,  and  giving  them  further  large  extra  allowances  for  carry- 
ing it,  they  are  paid  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  year 
further  extra /or  cnrryins:  it  in  a  wn^on. 

In  examining  the  proportions  which  the  money  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  rn.Til  bears  to  the  receipts  for  postages  in 
particular  districts  of  country,  and  even  in  whole  states,  the 
disproportion  is  in  some  case*  remarkablft. 

The  extra  allowances  of  E.  P.  Johnson,  on  one  single  con- 
tract, as  has  been  shown,  consume  the  whole  revenue  of  In- 
diana. 

*Doc.  138,  p.  144. 
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The  extra  allowances  of  contractors  in  Virginia  fall  short,  in 
but  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  of  swallowing  up  the 
whole  revenue  received  by  the  department  in  that  state. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  extra  allowances  fall  short  of  the  net 
receipts  for  postages  six  hundred  dollars. 

In  Alabama,  tiie  extra  allowances  are  to  the  net  proceeds  for 
postages  as  two  to  one. 

The  whole  net  proceeds  of  postages  in  Virginia,  as  appears  by 
the  postmaster  general's  report  of  the  28lh  of  February,  1831, 
was  seventy-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars 
ninety-one  cents.  The  whole  cost  for  transportation  in  that 
state  by  the  contracts  of  October,  1831,  and  allowances  and  ex- 
tra allowances  made  to  contractors,  is  $233,959 
Falling  short  but  $3,829  of  three  to  one. 

The  whole  net  receipts  in  Alabama  were  22,678 

The  cost  of  transportation  within  it  is  reported  at  157,566 

Being  something  more  than  five  to  one. 

These  estimates  are  subject  to  variation  equal  to  the  increase 
of  postages  in  those  slates  from  January,  1830,  until  the  con- 
tracts took  effect,  and  the  extra  allowances  were  made.  When 
those  corrections  are  made,  the  disproportion  between  the  net 
receipts  for  postages,  and  the  expenditures  in  those  slates, 
though  lessened,  will  still  be  enormous. 

The  law  contemplates  that  on  new  routes,  and  consequently 
in  new  states,  a  considerable  expenditure  should  be  allowed 
over  and  above  the  amount  of  receipts;  but  even  where  the 
money  is  fairly  and  judiciously  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  such  expenditure  is  not 
permitted  to  pass  without  the  consent  of  congress.  By  the  39th 
section  of  the  act  of  1825,  reducing  into  one  the  acts  regulating 
the  post  offi,ce  department,  it  is  provided  "that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  postmaster  general  to  report  annually  to  congress 
every  post  route  which  shall  not,  after  the  second  year  from  its 
establishment,  have  produced  one-third  of  the  expenses  of  car- 
rying the  mail  on  the  same." 

If  this  provision  of  law  had  been  attended  to,  the  aggregate  of 
the  routes  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Alabama,  ought  to  liave  been 
reported  as  unproductive  routes;  and  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  would  but  just  have  escaped  its 
provisions;  the  expenditure  in  each  of  these  last  named  states 
being  more  than  double  the  amount  of  receipts. 

There  are  two  stales  which  lie,  side  by  side,  nearly  equal  in 
population,  extent  of  territory,  and  in  the  revenue  which  they 
yield  to  the  department,  which  show  a  remarkable  difference  in 
the  sums  paid  in  each  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

In  Vermont  ther«  was  received  for  postages,  as  appears  by 


the  report  of  February  28,  1831,  net 
In  New  Hampshire, 

Difference  in  favor  of  Vermont 

There  is  paid  for  transportation  in  New  Hampshire 
In  Vermont 


$17,663  72 
16,338  82 

1,324  90 


15,610  30 


Difference  on  the  other  side 

Your  committee  find  no  good  reason  for  this  disproportion  of 
expenditure  in  these  two  states. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  to  Nathaniel  Macon,  of  May  14th, 
1801,  says  that  "a  very  early  recommendation  had  been  given 
to  the  postmaster  general  to  employ  no  printer,  foreigner,  or  re- 
volutionary lory,  in  any  of  his  ofiices."  His  reason  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  PRINTER  from  any  connection  with  the  post  office 
department  is  obvious;  and  if  we  would  preserve  the  press  from 
corruption,  and  prevent  it  from  exerting  a  corrupting  influence 
over  the  community,  that  recoriimcndation  ought  to  be  esteem- 
ed as  a  precept,  and  religiously  observed  in  the  present  and  in 
all  future  times.  But  this  admonition  has  passed  unnoticed,  or 
is  disregarded,  by  those  who  now  conduct  the  aflliirs  of  this  de- 
partment. Large  sums  of  money  appear  to  have  been  expend- 
ed in  such  a  manner,  that  the  obvious  tendency  of  the  expendi- 
ture, is  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  department  over  the  pub- 
lic press,  and  tlirough  that  press  over  the  people. 

William  Smith,  whose  extra  allowance,  as  stated  in  the  Blue 
Book,  (p.  256  and  258),  amount  to  $11,129  a  year,  is  the  propri- 
etor of  an  efficient  party  press  in  Culpeper  county,  Virginia. 

Horatio  Hill,  said  to  be  the  coinluctor  of  a  violent  party  press 
in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  is  a  contractor  to  carry  the  mail 
on  no  less  than  fifteen  mail  routes;  and  instead  of  extra  allow- 
ances, his  contracts  are  noted  in  the  margin  "with  newspaper 
PRIVILEGE,"  which  we  understand  to  mean  the  privilege  of  car- 
rying and  distributing  newspapers  at  pleasure  on  his  mail  routes. 

Hay  and  Bennett  were  contraiMors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Bellefonte  to  Mendville,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
1st  of  January,  1828,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1831.  On  the  5th 
of  January,  1830,  they  obtained  an  extra  allowance  of  $500  a 
year  for  increased  expedition,  and  it  is  said  that  Bennett  there- 
upon purchased  an  opposition  press  in  Meadville,  and  arrayed 
it  at  once  on  the  side  of  the  ndministration. 

At  the  lettings  in  October,  18.30,  this  route  was  advertised  to 
run  throucli  in  two  diiys  and  seven  hours.  E.  Piatt  &  Co.  hid 
for  it  at  $1,980;  Moore,  Liho  &  Co.  at  $2,450,  and  Benjatnin 
Bennett  at  "$.350,  pt.  .525  $700"  in  broken  bids,  equnl.  it  is  be- 
lieved, to  $1,.575  for  the  whole  route.  The  bid  of  Benjamin 
Bennett  is  marked  accepted,  and  the  acceptance  erased,  and 
that  of  J.  B.  Bennett  (tlm  owner  of  the  press)  iw  accepted  at 
$3, -500,  through  in  two  days.  But  the  schedule  which  appears 
to  have  been  made  out  at  the  time  of  executing  the  contracts 
slates  that,  on  account  of  the  unusual  freshets  and  destruction 


of  bridges,  and  other  material  changes  in  the  road  since  the 
15th  of  October,  1831,  it  is  agreed  to  run  the  mail  through  in 
two  days  and  a  half  each  way,  making  five  hours  longer  time 
than  it  was  fixed  at  by  the  advertisement,  and  proposed  (or  the 
other  bidders.  Supposing  the  bid  of  Benjamin  Bennett  to  be 
fictitious,  or  made  by  arrangemfint,  nier(;ly  to  enable  the  de- 
partment the  better  to  transfer  the  contract  to  J.B.Bennett, 
there  is  still  a  difference  between  the  next  lower  and  valid  bid, 
and  that  at  which  it  was  struck  oft',  of  $1,520  a  year,  equal  in 
four  years  to  $6,080,  which  appears  to  be  the  extra  exp<inse  in- 
curred by  the  department  to  place  this  contract  in  the  liands  of 
a  newspaper  editor. 

The  '■'■incidental  expenses,^'  comprehending  the  secret  service 
fund  of  the  department,  present  an  interesting  subject  for  con- 
sideralion.  No  law  appropriates  money  for  those  expenses. 
Congress  exercises  no  control  over  ihcm.  The  postmaster 
general,  at  his  mere  discretion,  selects  the  objects  of  his  pa- 
tronage, which  he  dispenses  from  the  revenue  derived  from 
postages,  and  is  guided  by  that  discretion  alone  in  fixing  the 
amount  of  that  patronage.  He  niay  employ  one  printer  and  one 
travelling  agent,  or  one  hundred  of  each  at  his  pleasure;  and 
he  may  pay  each  of  them  as  much  as  he  pleases.  If,  by  the 
improper  exercise  of  this  and  his  other  unresttained  powers, 
the  department  becomes  bankrupt,  then,  by  ihe  construction 
which  he  bestows  on  the  constitution,  he  (not  congress  alone) 
may  borrow  any  amount  of  money,  on  the  credit  of  the  nation, 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  these  in- 
cidental expenses  from  the  year  1790,  prepared  by  a  clerk,  at 
the  request  of  the  committee,  accompanied  by  a  view  of  the 
^'•contingent  expenses,'"  and  of  the  sums  appropriated  by  law  for 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  which  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  ^'■incidental  expenses.'"  By  this  the  se- 
nate will  perceive  that,  from  a  sum  less  than  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, these  expenses,  under  former  adminislralions,  gradually 
increased  for  many  years,  there  being  an  average  annual  addi- 
tion of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  In  1829,  they  had  swelled 
to  the  sum  of  $56,471,  exceeding  the  sum  expended  in  any  for- 
mer year:  and  in  tiie  year  commencing  July  1,  1832,  embracing 
the  period  of  the  last  presidential  election,  they  amonnted  to 
about  $88,000,  being  a  sudden  increase  of  near  20,000  dollars 
over  the  corresponding  expenditures  of  any  former  year. 

Of  these  expenses,  no  detailed  account  is  required  to  be  ren- 
dered to  congress — no  report  of  the  various  items  which  form 
their  aggregate  amount  is  published.  The  money  to  defray 
them  constitute  what  may  be  emphatically  called  the  sea-et  ser- 
vice fund.  The  fund  commonly  so  called,  which  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  president  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,  is  not  so  properly  entitled  to  the  appella- 
tion. That  fund  \s  limited  in  its  amount  by  the  will  of  con- 
gress, whose  approbation  is  requisite  to  its  existence.  This 
fund  is  unlimited  by  aught  but  the  will  of  him  who  uses  it,  and 
is  as  free  from  the  control  of  law  as  if  it  were  the  treasure  of 
an  independent  aovernment.  That  fund  is  also  limited  by  the 
acts  of  appropriation  to  a  certain  object.  This  has  just  so  many 
objects  as  the  postmaster  general  may  5elect.  Whatever  ex- 
penses he  chooses  to  consider  as  ^Hncidental"  to  his  depart- 
ment, he  pays;  and  the  only  account  which  he  renders  for  it  is 
confined  to  a  line  in  his  annual  report,  thus:  "The  incidental 
expenses  for  last  year  were  87.701  dollars."  The  consequence 
of  this  stale  of  things  is,  that,  while  the  secret  service  fund  in 
the  hands  of  the  president  is  30,000  dollars,  the  f^und  expended 
during  the  current  year  by  the  postmaster  general  for  the  "in- 
cidental expenses"  of  his  department  has  now  increased,  as 
appears  by  the  estimate  in  his  last  annual  report,  to  thrice  that 
sum. 

At  an  early  day  of  the  present  session,  one  of  your  commit- 
tee drew  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  this  subject,  by  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  an  account  of  these  expenses  for  the  period 
intervening  between  the  30th  of  September,  1831,  and  the  30th 
September,  1833.  Months  elapsed  before  any  answer  was  given 
to  the  resolution,  although,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
length  of  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general  on  this  subject, 
hereto  annexed,  the  wholeof  it  mighthave  been  transcribed  from 
the  post  office  books,  by  a  tolerable  clerk,  in  one  day.  W^hen, 
after  repeated  inquiries  for  this  paper,  it  was  at  length,  for  the 
first  time,  communicated  to  the  senate,  it  appeared  in  secret 
session,  in  company  with  another  paper  giving  an  account 
marked  '•confidential."  On  the  last  paper,  over  which  the  veil 
of  secrecy  still  hangs,  your  committee  make  no  comment;  but 
to  the  paper,  on  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  does  not  rest, 
they  invite  the  attention  of  the  senate. 

While  examining  this  document  with  a  view  to  the  correc- 
tion of  the  abuses  which  it  disclosed,  the  attention  of  yotircom- 
n)itlee  was  arrested  by  the  extent  of  official  patronage  to  prin- 
ters which  it  developes,  and  the  amount  of  that  patronage  is 
exhibited  in  the  "Blue  Book."  The  resolution  of  congress,  of 
the  14th  of  July,  1832,  directed  that  there  should  he  included 
in  the  next  (present)  edition  of  this  book  a  correct  list  of  all 
printers  in  any  way  iMup]nytd  by  any  department  or  officer  of 
the  government,  within  the  period  beUveen  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1831,  and  the  30th  of  September,  18.33,  with  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  to  each.  The  resolution  of  congress,  to  enable 
the  secretary  of  state  to  comply  with  it,  enjoins  it  npon  the 
"several  heads  of  departments  directing  or  incurring  the  ex- 
pense, to  cause  the  list,  and  the  matter  thereby  required  to  be 
added,  to  be  lodged  in  the  department  of  state."  The  document 
iii  the  Blue  Book,  (pages  182,  3,  4),  entitled,  "list  of  all  printers 
employed  by  the  post  office  department  between  the  30lli  of 
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We  have  collected  and  collated  a  variety  of  articles  in 
relation  to  the  decease  of  Lafayette,  and  the  honors  con- 
ferred on,  or  about  to  be  paid  to,  his  memory,  at  many 
places  in  the  United  States — but  have  thouglit  it  best  to 
withhold  them,  at  present,  and  until  we  have  further  ad- 
vices from  France,  except  the  proceedings  had  in  con- 
gress, which  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places.  Tiie 
president  has  issued  his  orders  to  the  army  and  navy  to 
honor  tlie  memory  of  tlie  last  of  the  generals  of  the  re- 
volution— which  we  thought  was  in  type  until  just  about 
to  prepare  this  sheet  for  the  press,  and  so  it  must  be 
postponed. 

The  hall  of  representatives  and  the  senate  chamber  are 
both  clothed  in  mourning,  in  conformity  with  the  resolu- 
tions unanimously  adopted  by  congress  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  general  Lafayette. 

We  think  it  is  very  appropriate,  that  the  senate  ap- 
pointed a  committee  oi  thirteen,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives a  committee  of  tiventy-four,  to  consider  and 
report  what  token  of  affection  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
memory  of  Lafayette.  The  first  has  reference  to  the 
old  thirteen  states,  the  second  to  the  present  twenty-four, 
and  so  links  two  period  of  time  together.  See  the  pro- 
ceeding of  congress. 

On  Monday  last,  the  president  sent  to  the  senate  the 
nominations  of  Roger-  B.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  as  attorney  gene- 
ral. The  first  was  rejected — 28  to  18,  and  the  latter  con- 
firmed, on  the  following  day.  These  results,  we  believe, 
were  universally  expected.  The  senate  had  already  pro- 
nounced its  judgment  on  Mr.  Taney,  in  declaring  that 
lus  reasons  assigned  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  were 
insufficient,  &c. 

On  the  same  day,  the  nomination  ot  Andrew  Steven- 
son, as  minister  to  England,  was  rejected,  23  to  22. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  on  these  proceedings  having 
been  removed,  an  account  of  them  will  be  found  in  a  sub- 
sequent page. 

It  is  rumored  that  Mr.'  Forsyth  is  to  be  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  Polk  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ton  secretary  of  war. 

Among  the  interesting  articles  contained  in  the  present 
sheet,  is  an  extract  from  the  executive  proceedings  of  the 
senate  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson. 

We  think  that  this  case,  "take  it  all  in  all,"  involves 
the  consideration  of  important  principles — and  there- 
fore have  added  a  review  of  it  from  the  "National  Intel- 
ligencer,"  with  an  intention  also  to  insert  an  argument 
on  the  other  side,  should  one  be  presented — as  no  doubt 
it  soon  will  be  in  the  "llichmondEnquirer,"if  the  senior 
editor  of  that  paper  has  gained  sufficient  strength  to  pre- 
pare it. 

We  dp  not  believe  that  "corruption  must  [necessa- 
rily] become  the  order  of  the  day,"  if  members  of  con- 
gress are  appointed  to  office— nor  think  it  right  that  the 
acceptance  of  a  place  in  the  national  legislature  should 
eilhf^r  disqualify  a  person  from  an  aj)pointment,  or  pre- 
vent the  president  and  senate  from  the  selection  and  con- 
firmation of  individuals  supposed  well  fitted  for  other 
public  employments;  but,  as  with  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  other 
of  the  old  republican  editors,  we  found  fault  with  the 
too  numerous  selections  made  by  president  JVlonroe,  we 
must  stand  opposed  to  the  much  more  numei-ous  no- 
minations of  president  Jackson — the  latter  having  pre- 
ferred more  (or  about  as  many)  of  tliese,  in  less  than  five 
years  and  a  half,  than  all  his  predecessors  had  done  in 
forty  years. 

And  besides,  Mr.  Stevenson''s  case  is  a  pjeculiar  one. 
W^ith  Mr.  Livingston'' 8  letter  of  the  1 5th  March,  1833, 
in  his  pocket,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  a  a  re- 
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presentative  of  the  people,  in  Jlpril,  1833.*  Does  any 
one  believe  that  the  voters  of  his  district  would  have 
elected  him,  had  this  fact  been  made  known  to  them? 
But  the  closeness  with  which  the  secret  was  kept,  does 
not  affijct  the  principle  on  which  tliey  would  have  reject- 
ed him.  It  was  a  carrying  out  of  this  principle  that 
caused  his  rejection  by  tlie  senate— for  the  vote  on  his 
nomination  shews  that  it  was  not  a  party  one.  Had  it 
been  so,  the  majority  against  him  would  have  been  nine, 
instead  of  one  only.  And  we  have  good  reasons  to  be- 
lieve, but  for  that  letter  his  nomination  would  have  been 
confirmed,  perhaps,  by  a  handsome  majority — though 
several  things  had  happened  to  render  Mr.  S.  unpopular 
with  the  senate,  whose  right  to  reject  is  just  the  same  as 
that  of  the  president  to  nominate,  and  equally  rests  upon 
the  constitution.  The  good  opinion  of  the  president 
which  induces  him  to  nominate,  not  being  entertained 
by  the  senate,  may  as  well  induce  them  to  reject.  The 
rule  of  action  in  both  cases  is  the  same. 

The  Globe  says — "Mr.  Taney,  whose  nomination  tvaS 
rejected  on  Tuesday  by  the  senate,  but  whose  commission 
extended,  notwithstanding,  to  the  end  of  the  session,  re- 
signed his  office  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  JHcClintock 
Young,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  department,  has  been  ap- 
pointed acting  secretary  ad  interim. 

The  house  of  representatives  has  passed  a  bill  regulat- 
ing deposiles  of  public  money  in  local  banks.  Of  this 
bill  the  official  "Globe"  delicately  says — "Its  fate  in  the 
senate  may  be  argued  from  the  circumstance  that  a  ma- 
jority in  that  body  are  the  subjects  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. "  Tiie  house  of  representatives  has  hard- 
ly escaped  a  like  condemnation,  and,  perhaps,  at  the  next 
session,  will  receive  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  senate's  committee  on  the  public 
lands  will  continue  his  investigations  of  the  subject  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  congress.  The  deposition  of  Edmund 
Rowe  has  been  published,  and  shall  be  copied  by  us, 
with  such  other  parts  of  the  report  already  made  as  majr 
appear  necessary. 

The  senate  has  directed  that  their  committee  on  the 
post  office  shall  continue  the  investigation  of  the  concerns 
of  that  department  during  the  recess.  The  house  di- 
rected the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose, on  Thursday  last,  on  which  the  "National  Intelli- 
gencer" says — 

As  no  debate  preceded  or  accompanied  this  motion,  we  arw 
somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to  take  it.  If  this  commtuee  be  in- 
tended to  follow  up  the  good  work  in  which  the  senaf?  has 
been  tlie  pioneer,  it  will  he  well.  If  the  committee  is  intended 
for  any  other  purpose,  it  is  very  certain  that,  it  will  not  answer 
thnl  purpose.  Nothini;  but  full  inquiry  and  development  of  the 
abus^es,  now  aduiilled  to  exist,  can  satisfy  the  country. 

Mr.  JilcDuffie,  who  went  home  on  account  of  ill 
health,  has  returned,  and  is  again  attending  the  hoose  of 
which  he  is  a  member^  and  two  or  three  other  gentle- 
men who  were  sick,  have  recovered,  or  are  convalescent. 

In  the  evening  session  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  Thursday,  all  the  amendments  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  which  has  been  so  long  depending,  were 
disposed  of  satisfactorily  to  the  two  houses;  an<l  that  bill 
now  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president  to  become 
a  law. 

«  »^— 

In  a  subsequent  page  we  insert  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  Kentucky  contested  election,  and  on  the  resolution 


*lf  we  are  not  much  mistaken,  it  was  charged  against  Mr. 
Stevenson  that  he  had  a  promise  of  this  appointment,  in  Apri), 
1834— but  stoutly  denied  on  the  part  of  his  friends.  If  so— we 
shall  soon  have  the  facts. 
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from  fho  senate  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unsatis- 
factory and  insufficient.  For  laying  the  latter  on  the  ta- 
ble there  were  114  yeas,  101  nays — 'deiicient  2G  votes,  in 
which  are  included  the  speaker,  and  live  vacancies.  Of 
the  20  actually  deficient  votes,  seven  were  from  Virginia, 
three  from  Penns)'lvania,  &c.     See  page  307. 

Heiiry  Hubbard,  at  present  a  member  of  tlic  house  of 
representatives,  has  been  elected  a  senator  of  tlie  United 
States  from  New  Hampshire,  in  the  place  of  Sauiael 
Helly  whose  period  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of 
March  next.  The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Hubbard  127, 
Icabod  Bartlett  59,  Jonathan  Harvey  and  scattering  27 — 
and  17  members  were  absent  or  did  not  vote. 

The  nomination  of  Thomas  Flood,  to  be  re-appointed 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  (which 
office  he  had  held  for  a  term  ending  in  March  last),  has 
been  rejected. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  American,  under 
date  Washington,  July  16,  said— 

In  the  course  of  tlie  past  wpek,  Mr.  Polk  astonished  the 
house,  by  reporting  that  tlie  coiiitnitlee  of  ways  and  meauo,  of 
vvliich  lie  and  Mr.  Cambrelen^  have,  it  is  well  known,  complete 
control,  recommended  the  rejection  of  a  bill  passed  by  the  se- 
nate, for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  St.  Louis. 
The  circumstance  has  created  much  sensation  here.  The  in- 
habitants of  that  city,  it  would  ap[)ear,  have  received  a  pre- 
sent of  a  set  of  bells,  from  France,  of  the  estimated  value  of 
six  or  seven  thousand  frrtncs,  [say  $1,50()]  tiie  duty  on  which 
wojS  claimed,  and  a  sum  of  $518  deposited  at  New  Orleans  with 
the  collector,  to  wait  the  result  of  an  application  to  congress 
to  permit  this  importation  free,  which,  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  usua)^.  Mr.  Verplaiick  always  acted  on  the  principle 
that  all  ornamenlal  or  useful  articles  of  any  kind,  designed  (or 
PUBLIC  EDIFICES  of  diUy  k\t\A,  ■presented  to  them,  as  free  gifts, 
were,  for  so  much,  a  public  benefit,  and  as  such,  ought  lobe 
admitted  free  of  the  duty  on  importation. 

We  always  thought  such  things  were  admitted  free  of 
ditty,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  congress,  like  cases  hav- 
ing frequently  occurred. 

We  are  often  amused  at  some  of  the  "hits"  made  in 
eongress.     The  two  following  iare  of  recent  occurrence^ — ■ 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  when  considering  an 
appropriation  bill — 

Mr.  Schley,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  public  buildings,  a  clause  appropriating 
^'6,000  for  additional  furniture  for  the  jEas<  Roojn  (unfortunate 
apartment)!  ol  the  president's  house — but  as  he  ascertained  that 
the  articles  had  been  famished,  he  withdrew  the  motion.  Mr. 
Eudnz,  of  Indiana,  expressed  some  surprise  that  no  application 
had  been  made  for  new  furniture  for  the  Kitchen.  He  thought 
it  needed  it,  and  would  be  willing  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose. 

In  the  senate,  when  discussing  an  item  concerning  a 
documentary  histoiy  of  the  United  States,  to  be  publish- 
ed by  Petjer  Force  and  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Mr.  Cliam- 
bers — 

In  reference  to  something  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Hill, 
on  the  subject  of  rewarding  printers,  &c.  said  he  would  tell 
a  story.  He  was  once  travelling  over  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, when  he  stopped  at  a  but,  kept  by  a  respectable  old  gen- 
tleman who  entertained  men  and  horses.  Conversing  with  the 
o4d  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  rattlesnakes  which  abounded 
there,  he  (Mr.  C)  made  some  inquiries,  and  gained  some  infor- 
mation as  to  their  natural  history.  "I  don't  know  how  they 
live,"  said  the  old  man,  "but  I  know  how  they  die.  There  is 
an  old  stump  a  little  from  the  hut,  where  an  old  rattlesnake 
lived  for  a  great  many  years,  and  died  at  last  from  the  poison 
of  his  own  venom." 

In  reply  to  wliich — 

Mr.  Hill  said,  that  the  senator  from  Maryland  had  told  a 
Blory  about  a  rattlesnake,  but  he  had  not  told  the  whole.  The 
attention  of  the  old  man  was  called  to  the  stmnp  by  the  cack- 
ling of  an  old  goose.  He  had  not  before  understood  the  value 
of  a  cackling  goose. 

Mr.  Chambers.  1  am  likely  to  understand  its  value.,  as  I  have 
just  heard  it. 

In  one  of  the  transient  debates  in  the  senate  concerning 
the  affairs  of  the  post  office^ — • 

Mr.  Gfrundy  asserted  his  opinion  that  the  presidi^nt  was  not 
cognizant  originally,  but  he  pledged  himself  that  he  would  take 
measures  to  satisfy  himself  fully  on  that  head,  and  the  pi'nale 
too,  in  the  course  of  the  next  week!  Mr.  Clay  said  he  would 
have  been  much  better  pleased  if  the  Irfin.  senator  [Mr.  Grundy] 
liad,  instead  of  giving  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  oome  for- 
ward as  he  might  have  done  if  it  was  the  fact— and  been  au- 


thorised—and contradicted  the  statement  that  he  had  known  of 
all  this  illegal  conduct.  Mr.  Grundy  took  occasion  to  say,  that 
his  opinion  was  not  formed  upon  any  conversation  with  the 
president,  but  was  entirely  from  a  dilffreiit  .-ource.  "From 
wliich  ol  the  cabinets,  may  I  ask,"  said  Mr.  Clay.  The  sena- 
tor from  'J'ennessee,  with  that  tact  for  which  he'is  distinguish- 
ed, parried  ofl'  this  inlprroj/aiory  wi;h  the  jocular  retort,  "once 
for  all  I  tell  you,  i  know  nothing  ol  the  persons  com()osing  the 
one  the  senator  alludes  to,  and  1  had  it  not  from  the  other;  and 
I  do  not  desire  it  eilhtr;  but  from  the  frequent  alhu-ion  of  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  himself  to  it,  1  suppose  he  must  be  fa- 
nnliar  with  them. 

[We  have  heard  it  broadly  stated  that  the  president 
was  7iCi^  "cognizant"  of  the  report  made  to  the  senate 
concerning  the  post  office,  until  the  present  week.] 

A  VVa.-liiu2ton  corrpspondent  of  the  New  York  Evening 
Post,  thus  writes  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  SnI.herlnnd: 

"Mr.  Binney  (luailed  under  this  reply,  and  remained  in  hia 
fH'.nX,  unable  to  nnsver.^^ 

The  j)receding  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  curiosities  of 
the  times. 

The  rapid  oblivion  into  which  the  "politics  of  the 
day"  generally  |)ass,  unless  re_^istered  in  some  work  of 
easy  reference,  is  shown  from  the  occurrence  of  an  inci- 
dent that  we  are  about  to  state.  A  few  da\  s  ago,  a  much 
valued  friend  in  congress,  applied  to  us  for  a  copy  of  the 
infamous  "East  Room  letter,"  which  originally  appear- 
ed in  the  "Richmoi\d  Enquirer,"  dated  at  Washington, 
Jan.  1,  1827,  and  addressed  to  the  editors  of  that  paper — 
which  they  said,  (on  the  27th  April),  was  sent  to  them 
by  "one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  congress!"  Always  wishing  to  answer  such  re- 
quests, we  referred  to  our  own  work,  and  soon  found,  in 
the  37lh  vol.  page  116,  an  extract  from  that  letter,  and 
which,  perhaps,  contains  all  that  was  said  about  the 
"East  Room" — but,  desirous  of  sending  the  letter  entire, 
we  caused  a  search  to  be  made  for  it,  and  some  hours 
were  expenfled  in  vain;  and,  though  we  have  since  over- 
hauled a  full  bushel  of  cuttings  from  newspapers,  to  as- 
sort tliem  and  reduce  them  into  classes,  we  have  not 
found  it. 

In  noting  this  incident,  we  have  been  led  to  suggest, 
that  some  one  should  publish  an  entire  copy  of  that  let- 
ter, and  add  tliercto,  from  the  official  statements,  the 
true  amount  of  moneys  expended  on  or  in  or  about  the 
president's  house,  in  the  four  years  of  the  last  adminis- 
tration, and  since,  giving  all  the  particulars — for  the  use 
of  some  of  the  "retrenchment"  members  of  congress,  at 
the  next  session,  and  especially  the  "distinguished" 
writer  of  the  letter. 

•'The  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mercury  completed  ils 
seventy-sixth  year  on  Saturday,  the  l4th.  It  was  origi- 
nally started  on  June  12,  1758,  by  James,  the  elder  bro- 
ther of  Dr.  Franklin.  The  latter  was  a  constant  contri- 
butor to  its  columns." 

This  must  be  among  the  oldest,  probably  the  oldest 
still  existing  newspaper  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Rit- 
chie, of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  is,  perhaps,  the  oldest 
editor  (though  not  the  oldest  man),  who  is  now  in  the 
performance  of  a  continnedWne  of  editorial  dutj'.  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton,  of  the  "National  Intelligencer,"  are 
also  old  editors  of  the  same  class,  and  much  our  seniors. 
We  have  nearly  reached  the  end  of  the  23d  year  of  the 
publication  of  the  Register,  commenced  by  us  in  1811, 
and  have  some  desire,  if  such  be  the  will  of  Providence, 
that  we  may  conclude,  as  its  editor,  the  25th  year,  or  50lh 
volume  of  this  work. 

Speakirig  of  editors  and  papers,  we  are  reminded  of  a 
visit  that  we  lately  paid  to  the  printing  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton.  After  the  capitol  and  presi- 
dent's house,  it  is  the  most  interesting  object  in  Wash- 
ington. There  is  nothing  to  compare  with  it  in  Ameri- 
ca— and  few  more  extensive  and  efficient  in  Euroi)e.  The 
whole  number  of  persons  employed  in  this  establishment 
was  16.5 — including  the  bindery  and  folding  departments, 
of  whom  about  35  are  females,  who  are  found  verA'  ex- 
pert and  faithful  in  handling  the  paper  for  the  power- 
presses,  of  which  we  tliink  there  are  eight — viz:  four 
steam  presses,  with  a  perpendicular  pressure, \\hich  per- 
form beautiful  work,  at  the  rate  of  about  500  sheets  each, 
per  jjour;  three  cylinder  jiresses,  whose  operations  are 
mtich  more  rapid,  driven  also  by  ilic  steam  engine,  and 
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one  cyliiuler  [iress  worked  hj'  iiian-powtT,  in  the  turning 
H  large  wheel.  'I'lie  latter  is  used  tor  tlie  "National  In- 
telligencer." There  are  besides  a  laige  number  of  the 
usual  hand-presses,  a  lew  ot  which  are  emijlojed  on 
small  jobs,  or,  when  tlicre  is  more  work  than  the  power- 
])resses,  running  even  day  and  night,  can  jjerform,  in  any 
desii'ed  space  oT  time;  and  the  cylinder  i)resses,  too,  it 
iviay  be  observed,  juocicding  at  the  rate  of  about  'i,UUU 
sheets  an  hour,  instead  of  printing  8  octavo  pages  at 
once,  print  IG — the  paper  used  being  made,  and  the  l\  pes 
preijared,  for  that  purpose.  JJut  we  ai"e  not  sufiicienlly 
acquainted  with  the  sluiiscics  of  this  splendid  and  well 
managed  establisliment  to  go  into  details — 'all  the  opera- 
lions  in  wiiicli  are  performed  willi  a  ciock-work-like  re- 
Ijularily,  and  witliout  hustle  or  the  appearance  of  liurry; 
and  there  was  a  cheerfulness  and  ulieiitiun  and  tidiness, 
loo,  in  the  whole,  Mhicii  delii^lited  us.  But  we  ho[)e 
that,  soon  after  the  ribing  of  congress,  our  friends  may 
Le  induced  to  give  a  jjarticular  account  of  the  c«/j</c77^ 
and  doings  of  their  printing  house,  to  gratify  a  laufhible 
public  curiosity,  and  add  an  interesting  item  to  the  state 
of  the  press  in  our  country. 

It  is  not,  certainly,  eitlier  proper  or  convenient,  at  all 
limes,  to  i>ass  visiters  through  this  great  establishment — ■ 
which,  if  ordinary  means  were  used,  performs  the  labor 
of,  perhaps,  three  hundred  \)ersons — and,  besides,  the 
old  laws  of  the  "chapel,"  as  printing  offices  were  called, 
are  against  such  proceedings! — but  we  believe  that 
Messrs.  Gales  &i  Seaton,  when  at  leisure  to  wait  upon 
visiters,  generally  feel  much  pleasure  in  receiving  their 
friends  and  acquaintajices,  and  in  explaining  to  them  the 
mysteries  of  "the  art  preservati\e  of  all  arts,"  if  mindful 
of  Fkanklijvt's  warning — 

"All  you  who  come  this  curious  art  to  sec, 

"To  liaiidle  any  tiling  iimst  cnutious  be; 

"Lo,  lliis  advice  we  give  to  every  stranger — 

^'■Looli  on  uith  welcome — but  to  touch  there's  (longer.'^ 

Some  excitement  has  been  caused  in  New  York,  by 
certain  projects  entertained  in  the  city  concerning  the 
notes  of  the  banks  in  the  interior,  that  they  might  be  re- 
ceived aud  deposited  at  their  par  value;  or,  in  other 
words,  be  changed  from  merchandise  into  money,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  brokers.  These  projects  are  op- 
posed by  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  interior  banks,  on  the 
ground  that  they  would  reduce  the  circulation  of  their 
notes,  on  which  a  considerable  part  of  their  profits  is 
earned. 

What  may  be  expedient  at  the  present  moment,  and 
under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  difficult  to  determine; 
but  we  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  the  stand  taken 
on  the  part  of  the  interior  stale  banks,  is  not  tenable  on 
general  principles — for  the  notes  cf  like  state  banks,  with 
solitary  exceptions,  until  very  recently,  were  money  in  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  Richmond  and  Charleston,  respectively 
—and  partially  so  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  and  it 
has  never  appeared  to  us  that  those  state  banks  which 
kept  up  the  par  value  of  their  notes  at  the  chief  seats  of 
the  commerce  of  their  neighborhoods,  were  less  profita- 
ble to  their  stockholders  than  others;  and,  as  those  who 
pursued  that  policy  less  frequently  failed  or  became  em- 
barrassed than  others,  the  public  confidence  gained  ope- 
rated powerfully  in  their  favor. 

We  shall  offer  two  examples — and  many  more  almost 
equally  striking  might  be  adduced,  but  these  will  be  suf- 
ficient for  demonstrating  the  true  principles  of  a  jiaper 
currency.  The  old  bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington, 
and  the  bank  of  Chester  county,  at  West  Chester,  Pa. 
are,  probably,  the  richest  and  strongest  banks  in  the  U. 
States,  regard  being  had  to  tlicir  capitals,  and  their  an- 
nual dividends  and  surplus  profits,  have  seldom,  if  ever, 
been  rivalled — 'never  excelled,  for  a  period  of  years. 
Philadelphia  is  the  centre  of  the  commeixe  of  Delaware 
and  of  Chester  county,  and  the  banks  named  (except  dur- 
ing the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during  the  war), 
have  always  kept  their  notesat  par  in  Philadelphia,  where 
they  are  received  with  the  same  fieedonj,  in  all  matters 
of  business,  as  the  issues  of  the  banks  of  that  city.  The 
consequence  is,  that  all  persons,  and  in  all  places,  who 
have  dealings  in  Philadelphia,  as  confidently  receive  and 
hold  the  notes  of  these  banks  as  those  of  the  bank  of 
\North  America,  or  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
either  of  which  latter  may  be  easily  obtained  for  the  for- 


mer, if  desired  for  other  or  inoro  distant  operationa. 
Hence  the  opinion  entertained,  aiid  acted  on,  seeras  well 
founded — that  keeping  the  notes  of  these  batiks  at  par  in 
Philadelphia  increases  the  circulation  of  them. 

Boston  may  be  regarded  as  the  centre  of  the  commerce 
of  New  England,  though  Coniiccticut,  Rhode  Island  and 
A^ermont  have  large  and  intimate  connections  with  New 
York.  But  at  Boston  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  of  New 
England,  solitary  cases  exce])ted,  are  at  par,  and  so  have 
been  for  several  years;  and  we  have  never  heard  that  the 
country  baidts,  as  they  are  generally  culled,  suffered  on 
account  of  it. 

'i"he  New  York  "Journal  of  Commerce"  has  an  essay 
on  this  subject,  with  an  extract  from  which  Me  shall  con- 
clude tliis  article: 

"The  proposed  arraiigofDcnl  oui?hl  not  to  be  considered  ns  a 
demand  ii[)oii  the  coimtri  bitiiks.  The  syt-teni  as  it  operates  irr 
liot^ton  is  nnuiial,  perfocily  so.  'J'he  country  and  city  banks 
are  all  participants  in  it  iijion  the  same  principles  exactly. 
There  is  no  danger  tliat  lliu  circulation  of  the  cotnitry  banks 
v.ill  ill  the  a/iL'regiite  he  greatly  diminished.  'J'liose  which  con- 
centrate ill  Boston,  have  quite  as  much  circulation  as  is  heal- 
thy. 'J'lifir  coiidiiion  t)y  the  last  returns  respectively  was  a» 
follows: 
Banks.  Capital.  Loans.  Specie.    Circulation. 

In  Maine  $o,727,000    $4,157,576    $108,403    $1,303,671 

In  N.  Hampshire    2,^71,308 
In  Boston  16,401,250 

In  RIais.  out  of 


Boston 
In  R.  Island 
In  Connecticut 


11,835,000 

7,438,848 
5,708,015 


3,390,826 
45,261,003 


647,618 
274,601 


403,696 


1,238,643 

2.823.617 
5,005,493 

1,264,394 
2,557,227 


9,191,846 
7,480,275 
"By  this  statement  it  appears,  that  tlic  banks  in  Maine,  New 
Hampsliire,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  out  of  Boston,  have 
a  circulation  of  about  half  the  amount  of  their  capitals  respec- 
tively, while  the  circulation  of  the  Boston  banks  is  only  equal 
to  one-sixth  of  their  capital.  The  proportion  of  circulation  lo 
specie,  is  in  Maine  as  12  to  1,  and  in  Massachusetts,  out  of  Bos- 
ton, as  18  to  1,  while  in  Boston  it  is  but  as  4  lo  1.  The  propor- 
tions in  Rhode  Island  do  not  appear  to  correspond  with  those 
any  vvliere  else." 

A  New  York  paper  says — 

Of  the  nine  or  ten  banks  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state  at  the  last  session,  books  of  subscription  for  the  stock  of 
five,  including  the  Phcenix  bank  of  this  city,  whose  capital  was 
increased  from  $500,000  to  ^1,500,000,  have  been  opened,  with 
the  following  results: 


Banks, 
Phojnix  bank 
Lafayette  do. 
Commercial  do. 
Albany  city  do. 
Orleans  Co.  do. 


Where. 
New  York 

do. 

do. 
Albany 
Albion 


Slock  offered. 
$1,000,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
200,000 


^mH  of  bids. 

$3,146,925 

1,849,000 

1,296,150 

1,142,900 

680,200 


Total  $3,700,000  $8,115,175 

Or  in  other  words,  taking  the  five  hanks  in  the  aggregate,  thrcg 
times  the  amount  of  stock  was  hid  for,  which  there  was  to  be 
sold.  Phoenix  bank  stock,  for  which  $106  per  cent,  was  paid, 
is  now  selling  at  $111.  Commercial  bank,  $103  for  $100  paid. 
Slocks  of  the  other  banks  have  not  yet  been  in  the  market. 

These  great  subscriptions  would  shew  a  superabun- 
dance of  money — but  the  amount  taken  by  individuals, 
on  wliich  an  instalment  oniv  is  paid,  is  larger  than  they 
expected  to  have  assigned  tliem,  and  variously  increased 
that,  in  the  division  of  the  stock,  they  might  obtain  some 
certain  desired  number  of  shares. 

The  U.  S.  Telegraph  of  the  20th  instant,  says — 

The  secretary  of  the  senate,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  9th  instant,  present  statements  made  up  to  the  18lh  inst. 
showing  the  agsregate  numbers  of  all  who  have  presented  pe- 
titions, memorials,  &c.  for  or  against  the  executive  measure  of 
removing  the  public  deposiies.  We  give  the  result  of  inqury: — 
For  restoration  of  the  deposites  lo  the  bank  of  the  United 

States  48,020 

For  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  rechartcr  of  the  bank  63,103 
For  the  recbarter  of  the  bank  16,994 

For  adopting  such  nieasures  as  will  give  relief  23,248 

Agaiot  restoring  the  deposites  and  against  rechartering 

the  bank  17,027 

The  "London  Times"  of  the  8th  May  says — 
"Since  the  fate  of  this  establishment  [the  bank  of  the  United 
States]  is  sealed  by  tlie  sole  fiat  of  the  i)residenl,  it  has  been 
thought  necessary  in  soine  of  the  states  to  come  lo  the  assist- 
ance of  public  credit  by  authorising  state  loans." 

That  is,  in  the  economics  of  the  day — th.-it  money  is  to 
be  borrowed  on  paper,  and  to  be  loaned  on  papei' — 
though  all  who  do  business  on  borrowed  capitals  "ought 
to  break,"  and  a  specie  curreney  is  the  only  one  that 
ousrht  to  be  tolerated  I 
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The  •'Globe"  of  Tuesday  last,  speaking  of  the  "gold 
bills"  says — 

The  important  bills,  one  to  raise  the  value  of  domestic  gold, 
and  the  other  to  raise  the  value  of  foreign  gold,  were  received 
in  the  senate  yesterday,  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  effect  of  these  bills  will  be  to  raise  gold  6f  per  cent,  on 
its  legal  value;  but  not  that  much  on  its  market  value,  which  is 
now  two  or  three  per  cent,  above  the  legal  value.  The  foreign 
bill  applies  to  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Brilain,  France,  Spain. 
Portugal,  Mexico,  Brazil  and  Colombia.  All  these  coins  aie  to 
pass  by  weight,  at  6f  per  cent,  advance  upon  their  forn»er  legal 
value.  The  acts  are  to  take  effect  from  the  31st  day  of  July, 
after  which  time,  the  coins,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  will  be 
legal  tenders  at  the  advanced  rates.  This  date  was  fixed  to 
give  the  community  time  to  prepare  for  the  change;  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  coins  will  all  begin  to  circulate,  by  common 
consent,  from  the  day  of  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

The  readers  of  the  Registeii  know  that  we  have  long 
been  advocates  for  reducing  our  own  Hrbitrary  value  of 
gold,  as  cona pared  with  that  of  silver,  so  that  the  currency, 
as  measured  by  either,  might  be  placed  upon  a  more  ge- 
nerally acknowledged  standard  of  equalized  value — as 
well  as  that  we  were  in  favor  of  giving  to  tlie  pound  ster- 
ling, as  measured  by  gold,  its  actual  value  when  measur- 
ed by  silver.  The  latter  was  ticcomplished  with  suffi- 
cient nearness  in  tlie  tariff  hi  11  of  1832 — and  it  is  rested 
upon  the  principle  now  contended  for,  btit  without  any 
hurrah  being  made  about  it.  We  wished  to  get  rid  of 
the  "filthy  dowlass"  used  in  the  manufacture  of  bank 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars — to  do 
which  a  gold  currency  is  most  convenient  and  easy; 
but  we  doubt  whether  the  proposed  advance  on  the  legal 
value  of  gold  is  not  so  high  as  to  cause  future  embairass- 
ments  as  to  the  legal  value  of  silver,  and  so  "make  a 
jump  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire."  One  per  cent, 
under  the  "market  value"  of  gold  is  ihe  maximum  of 
what  we  consider  prudent,  on  the  present  occasion.  It 
is  enough  to  keep  our  gold  at  home,  for  common  use, 
when  exchanges  are  at  fair  rates;  and  further  than  this, 
all  regulations  of  the  value  of  metals  are  mischievous, 
and  willrecoil  on  the  heads  of  the  makers  of  them — else 
♦'history  is  not  philosophy  teaching  by  example." 

The  legal  value  of  coins  should  not  be  changed  with- 
out much  close  observation  and  serious  investigation;  and 
the  senate,  we  hope,  will  rather  refuse  to  pass  the  bill 
than  risk  tha  necessity  of  other  changes  of  such  value  of 
them,  much  as  we  desire  the  circulation  of  American 
gold  coins — the  material  for  which  appears  quite  abun- 
dant in  the  United  States,  under  wholesome  regulations. 

The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  speaking  of  the 
*'coin  bills"  says — 

The  first  which  has  passed  both  houses,  makes  the  dollars  of 
Spain,  Mexico  and  the  South  American  states  legal,  at  the 
same  value  wnh  our  own  dollars. 

They  are,  in  fact,  a  little  more  valuable,  as  they  contain  a  lit- 
tle more  silver.  It  also  makes  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France, 
legal  at  93  cents  each.  This  law  is  to  remain  in  force  for  two 
years,  and  is  little  else  than  the  resuscitation  of  a  former  law 
which  had  expired. 

The  second  bill  relates  to  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  changes  their  weight  as  compared  with  silver  from  fifteen 
to  one,  the  present  standard,  to  sixfec7i  to  one;  in  other  words, 
raising  the  comparative  value  of  gold  about  six  and  a  half  per 
cent.  An  eagle  will  upon  the  basis  of  the  bill  contain  no  more 
gold  than  has  been  valued  at  $'9  35.  In  other  words,  65  cents 
worth  of  gold  will  be  deducted  from  its  weight  and  value,  and 
it  will  yet  be  legal,  at  ten  dollars. 

The  third  bill  relates  to  foreign  gold  coins,  and  makfs  them 
legal,  according  to  tiieir  real  value,  by  the  same  standard  with 
our  own. 

Dollars.  By  an  assay  made  at  the  mint  in  England,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Patriot  dollars,  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  are 
•Mn  every  respect  as  valuable,  or  rather  better  in  weight  and 
fineness,  than  the  dollars  coined  in  Mexico  before  the  separa- 
tion of  that  country  from  Spain,  and  commonly  known  under 
the  '^jiillarcd  dollars,''  and  the  government  had  directed  that  in 
future  these  coins  shall  be  received  "in  the  negotiation  of  bills 
and  otherwise  in  the  commissariat  department,  and  in  all  pay- 
menls  to  the  army  and  navy,"  the  same  as  other  foreign  coins, 
and  at  the  same  value  as  the  old  Spanish  pillared  dollars. 

There  is  a  homely,  but  very  expressive,  saying— "It  is 
not  worth  while  to  cry  over  Spilt  milk. "  And,  acting  on 
this  maxim,  we  have  not  latterly  said  much  about  the  ex- 
]  e  liency  of  additional  protection  to  the  national  industry; 
and  besides,  in  the  present  arrest  of  enterprize  and  wreck 
of  business,  the  people  seem  to  have  enough  to  do  ir.  an 
instant  preservation  of  themselves.     The  time  may  eome, 


however,  when  the  importance  of  such  protection  will 
again  manifest  itself— and  lead  us,  at  least,  into  a  due 
regard  for  reciprocity  in  our  dealings  with  other  nations. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  it  is  our  duty  to  insist  that 
the  terms  of  the  "compromise,"  as  it  has  been  called, 
sliall  be  duly  observed — and  that  the  amount  of  protec- 
f^tion  intended  to  be  given,  or  retained,  shall  be  aftbrded. 
From  various  circumstances,  it  could  hardly  have  been 
expected  that  a  revision  of  the  tariff  laws  should  take 
pluce  at  the  ])resent  session  of  congress— we  mean  with  a 
sole  view  to  enforce  a  just  construction  of  these  laws;  but 
we  entertain  a  hope  that  they  may  be  considered  at  the 
next  mccding  of  congress,  and  are  confident  that  a  large 
majority  in  both  houres  will  agree  to  the  passage  of  an 
explanatory  act  whicli  shall  prevent  decisions  like  the 
following: 

A  New  York  paper  contains  the  report  of  a  law  case,  which 
may  be  intereisling  to  a  portion  of  this  community.  It  was  an 
aclion  to  recover  the  amount  of  a  bond  passed  by  the  defend- 
ant to  tlie  collector  for  750  dollars,  being  the  duty  claimed  at 
three  cents  p(  r  lb.  on  iron  stays  or  studs,  and  links,  imported 
by  the  defendant,  but  which  he  contended  waj  illegal,  and 
should  have  been  but  one  cent  per  lb  on  the  stays  as  casting  of 
iron  not  oiherwiso  specified,  and  that  the  links  should  have 
been  admitted  duty  free  as  a  non  enumerated  article,  or  at 
most  that  tliey  were  only  subject  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  as  a  maiuifaciure  of  iron.  The  collector  claimed  duty 
on  both  articles  as  parts  of  iron  chains,  partly  manufactured, 
and  as  such  subject  to  three  cents  per  lb. 

Verdict.  That  the  links  were  subject  only  to  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  as  a  manufacture  of  iron,  and  the  studs  to 
one  cent,  per  lb.  as  castings  of  iron  not  otherwise  specified. 
This  verdict  reduces  the  amount  of  duty  claimed  by  the  collec- 
tor nearly  75  per  cent. 

For  the  United  States,  Mr.  Price,  the  district  attorney,  ar.d 
3Tr.  Philip  Hamilton. 

For  the  defendant,  Messrs.  Charles  Walker  and  D.  Prestcott 
Hall. 

The  Farfhivns  and  Corkonians  have  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  peace  to  respect  the  laws  of  the  United  States! 
after  further  harrassings  of  our  people,  and  additional 
outrages  upon  one  another.*  It  is  stated  that  another 
man  was  murdered  on  Tuesday,  and  several  shantees 
fired — the  women  and  children  dispersed,  and  the  beds, 
&c.  destroyed.  Such  people  must  be  clearly  convinced 
that  proceedings  like  these  will  not  be  permitted — in 
this  "land  of  liberty."  A  mistaken  humanity  has  caus- 
ed the  death  of  several  persons. 

The  Irish  employed  on  the  Chenango  canal,  New  York, 
were  also,  recently,  in  a  state  of  riot — assaulting  indivi- 
duals and  destroying  dwellings;  and  were  put  down  by 
the  presence  of  a  military  force. 

An  editor  in  Kentucky  requests  the  president  to  issue 
a  writ  of  fieri  facias  against  the  bank  of  the  United 
States]     This  is  "going  the  whole" in  stupidity. 

An  appalling  catastrophe  has  happened  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  as  related  in  the  following  letter: 

Louisville,  June  i2th.  A  shocking  occurrence  took  place 
here  last  week.  A  Mr.  C.  married  Miss  Buckner  last  week,  a 
beautiful  and  interesting  woman,  of  one  of  our  most  respectable 
families.  On  that  evening  Mrs.  Buckner  (the  mother  of  the 
bride)  had  a  large  quantity  of  custard  made  and  scni  to  the 
houses  of  her  married  children.  On  Sunday  Mrs.  Foster  (her 
daughter)  was  taken  ill,  and  died  in  a  few  hours.  While  the 
company  w.is  assembling  for  her  funeral,  a  daughter  of  her's 
became  suddenly  ill,  and  the  funeral  was  postponed,  that  both 
might  be  buried  together.  Before  this  took  place,  Mrs.  Buck- 
ner died;  and,  one  after  the  other,  eight  have  died,  ahd  nine 
more  are  dangerously  ill. 

Poison  having  been  suspected,  the  servants  are  all  in  prison, 
but  there  is  no  evidence,  external  or  internal,  to  prove  the 
charge.  The  contents  of  the  slou)ach  show  no  appearance  of 
poison.  The  symptoms  in  all  resemble  those  of  Asiatic  choiern 
— yet  no  one  else  in  town  has  been  attacked,  and  not  one  of 
that  devoted  family  who  avoided  the  custard.  All  who  ate  of 
it  have  died  or  are  ill.  The  physicians  and  magistrates  are  all 
in  alarm  and  bustle,  and  no  two  people  seem  to  agree  in  opi- 
nion as  to  the  true  cause  of  this  melanrholy  visitation. 

We  have  no  speculations  to  ofter  on  the  awful  facts 
presented.  'We  have  no  information  that  the  cholera 
prevails  in  Louisville — atid  believe  that  it  does  not;  but 
some  venture  an  opinion  that  a  predisposition  to  the  dis- 
ease existed,  which   some  i)eculiar  property  in  the  cus- 


•Theyalso  attacked  an  American  laborer  and  left  him  for  dead 
—they  may  have  ntistaken  liim  for  one  of  their  owu  dear  eoua- 
trymeii. 
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t«rd  gave  immediate  action.  If  there  was  no  poison  in 
it — such  seems  a  reasonable  solution  of  this  mysterious 
visitation. 

There  does  appear  to  be  an  over-ruling  Providence, 
which  rewards  or  ptiiiisiies  persons  even  in  this  world. 
Some  years  ago,  several  citizens  of  Baltimore  were  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade. 
What  became  of  them,  and  where  are  they?  Every  one 
that  we  heard  named  as  concerned  in  that  trade,  became 
a  bankrupt — an  utter  bankrupt,  as  well  in  reputation  as 
in  money  matters,  and  those  who  yet  live  have  not  re- 
gained an  atom  of  character  since,  nor  returned  into  that 
class  of  society  to  which  they  once  belonged. 

Thus  it  has  been  with  great  dealers  and  jobbers  in  false 
stocks— the  herd  of  garnbliiig  speculators,  every  where, 
though  not  with  such  a  general  overthrow.  Many  of 
them  are  beggars,  though  they  once  rode  in  their  own 
coaches— and  others,  who  counted  b}'  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  may  need  25  cents  to  purchase  bread. 
One  of  this  herd,  JYlalapar,  of  New  York  "Marble 
bank"  memory,  in  extreme  distress,  lately  applied  at 
the  police  office  in  that  city,  and  was  admitted  to  an  asy- 
lum in  the  poor  house! 

A  number  of  persons  have  been  arrested  in  Maine,  as 
being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  counterfeit  half  dol- 
lars, on  a  large  scale.  One  of  these  is  a  postmaster,  and 
another  a  deputy  sheriff!  The  dies  and  apparatus  of 
the  rogues  were  also  seized. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  forgery  and  robbing  of 
banks  at  New  Orleans-^and  in  exceedingly  large  amounts. 
One  person  concerned  has  killed  himself — to  avoid  the 
visitations  of  conscience.  But  just  after  that  event  was 
known — 

"Jacques  Gandouin,  (says  the  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the 
6tb  instant),  the  porter  of  the  Canal  and  Banking  rompany, 
robbed  the  bank  yesterday  afternoon  of  about  $41,000.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  took  passage  in  the  schooner  Creole  for  Tam- 
pico.  Five  thousand  dollars  have  been  offered  for  liis  appre- 
hension." 

This  person  has  been  caught  and  nearly  all  the  money 
recovered. 

The  Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road  company,  not 
being  able  to  dispose  of  their  loan,  (guarantied  by  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania),  have  obtained  a  temporary  relief 
of  50,000  dollars  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  notices  a  very  important  improvement 
in  the  navigation  of  canals.  We  have  long  thought  that 
steam  power  would  supercede  that  of  horses: 

The  western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  has  been  na- 
vigated hy  steam!  Last  week  a  steam  canal  boat  (Adeline) 
came  up  from  Pittsburgh,  and  went  on  to  Johnstown.  She  re- 
turned on  Sunday  morning  with  a  load  of  40,000  lbs.  of  blooms 
passing  this  place  very  handsomely  at  the  rate  of  rather  more 
than  three  miles  an  hour,  and  making  less  wave  in  the  water 
than  a  boat  drawn  by  horses.  She  is  propelled  by  means  of  a 
fixture  of  peculiar  construction,  which  works  in  a  recess  of  the 
Btern  entirely  under  water.  The  enterprise  of  the  proprietors  is 
worthy  of  commendation,  as  well  as  the  hope  that  it  may  prove 
profitable  to  them.  [Beaver  Jirgus, 

The  "Journal  of  Commerce"  says— 

"The  Silas  Richards,  it  will  be  seen,  brings  very  few  goods. 
All  the  ships  are  returning  nearly  empty.  If  they  continue  to 
do  so,  the  quantity  of  goods  on  sale  this  fall  will  be  very  small 
indeed,  for  we  do  not  learn  that  the  stocks  held  over,  are  in  ge- 
neral very  large;  though  in  some  articles  at  least,  considerably 
larger  tlian  usual." 

James  Dunlop,  esq.  of  Chambersburgli,  Pa.  has  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  "National  Gazette,"  in 
which  he  expresses  a  decided  opinion  that  Mr.  John  Mc- 
Clintie,  of  that  place,  has  invented  a  mode  of  preventing 
the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,  not  only  in  preventing 
"the  excessive  generation  of  steam,  arising  from  defi- 
ciency of  water  and  over  heated  boilers,  but  at  the  same 
time  provide  the  means  of  obviating  the  disastrous  effects 
of  elastic  fluids  when  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  pro- 
duced." 

The  machinery  is  said  to  be  simple,  and  will  soon  be 
Eubmltted  to  the  scrutiny  of  scientific  men. 


J'rom  our  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  we 
have  reason  to  hope  that  an  important  discovery  has  been 
made,  which  will,  in  due  time,  be  proclaimed. 

A  few  persons  in  the  north  are  seeking  distinction  by 
certain  indiscreet  pi-oceedings,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
concerning  the  abolition  of  slavery — and  they  obtain  it, 
in  the  frequent  and  uncalled  for  notices  which  are  taken 
of  those  proceedings.     "Xe/  them  alone!'''' 

A  certain  rev.  Scamiel  II.  Cox,  lately  preached  an 
abolition  sermon  in  New  York,  in  which  he  said  that 
"Jesus  Ciirist  was  a  colored  man."  This  produced  a 
good  deal  of  feeling,  anti  Mr.  Cox  comes  out  to  vindicate 
liimself.  He  speaks  of  "our  overweaning  ])rejudice  in 
favor  of  the  European  complexion,  and  against  all 
others,"  and  reasserts,  that  the  Saviour  was,  "in  the  or- 
dinary acceptation  of  the  term,  a  colored  man,"  having 
been  an  Asiatic;  and  adds  the  following  note  in  support 
of  his  position: 

Dr.  Good  follows  many  other  great  writers  in  the  quintuple 
division  and  classification  of  the  human  species;  as  follows, 
the  race 

European  or  Caucassian, 

Asiatic  or  Mongolian, 

American  Aboriginal, 

African  or  Ethiopian, 

Australian  or  Malay. 
Gmelin   has  pursued   the  same  general    divisions,  but  has 
merely  distinguished  the  respective  races;  and  accor<lirigIy  his 
five  classifications  are  the  white,  brown,  copper  colored  or  red, 
black,  and  tawny  man.  The  Asiatics,  according  to  Gmelin,  are 
"brown." 
Of  this,  as  the  second  variety,  says  Dr.  Good: 
The  color  of  the  Asiatic  or  Mongolian,  the  brown  man,  of 
Gmelin,  is  yellowish  l)rovvn  or  olive,  with  scarcely  ever  an  ap- 
pearance of  red  in  the  cheeks,  which  seems  to  be  confined  to 
the  European  variety." 

The  people  of  every  color  (and  it  is  well  that  it  is  so), 
are  prejudiced  in  favor  of  thvir  own.  We  paint  "Auld 
Cloutie"  black — the  Ethio[)ian  says  that  he  is  ivhite. 
We  call  our  Indians  "copper  skins,"  and  they  speak  of 
us,  with  contempt,  as  "pale  faces" — and  so  on..  All  are 
prejudiced.  The  most  thorough-going  abolitionist  will 
not  agree  to  marry  his  son  or  his  daughter  to  a  negro — 
for,  if  even  himself  so  full  of  zeal  as  to  entertain  no  per- 
sonal objection  to  such  a  connexion,  he  has  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  at  large,  to  permit 
it;  and  we  think  that  Mr.  Cox  ought  to  have  acted  on 
this  principle,  even  if  capable  of  proving  that  "Jesus 
Christ  was  a  colored  man" — recollecting  also,  that  "the 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  a  colored  man,"  in  the 
United  States,  at  least,  has  reference  to  those  of  the  Af- 
rican race,  and  not  to  the  Asiatic  or  American. 

A  great  fire  lately  happened  in  Germfeitown,  Penn. 
In  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  after  it  was  discovered 
in  Philadelphia,  distant  six  miles,  5  engine  companies, 
and  8  hose  companies,  with  their  apparatus,  were  on  the 
spot,  ready  for  action.  The  Philadelphia  firemen  pre- 
sent on  this  occasion,  were  between  four  and  five  hundred. 
It  was  in  the  dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  they  dragged 
their  own  engines  and  hoses.  This  wonderful  per- 
formance well  deserves  a  record,  that  it  may  be  imitat- 
ed. The  disinterested  service,  enterprise  and  persever- 
ance of  this  useful  class  in  our  chief  cities  and  towns,  has 
never  been  properly  appreciated.  Their  zeal,  it  is  true, 
sometimes  leads  them  into  extravagancies.  We  recol- 
lect an  instance,  in  Baltimore,  when  a  party  of  firemen, 
with  their  apparatus,  proceeded  four  or  five  miles  into  the 
country,  to  put  out  the  most  beautiful  and  brilliant  ^2i- 
rora  Borealis  that  we  ever  saw,  supposing  the  light  to 
have  been  caused,  by  the  burning  of  one  of  the  large  fac- 
tories located  north  of  us!  But  such  things  are  easily 
excused  in  the  motive  that  prompts  them. 

The  following  notices  of  an  accident  that  happened  on 
the  rail  road  near  Philadelphia  are  chiefly  inserted,  that 
the  facts  stated  may  be  the  more  extensively  made  known, 
and  guarded  against,  in  future— 

The  "United  States  Gazette"  says— Two  of  the  Union  rail 
road  cars,  of  the  Union  line  company,  were,  on  Friday  morning, 
(13th  inst.).  attached  to  a  train  of  burthen  cars,  to  ascend  the 
inclined  plane,  on  the  west  .>«ide  of  the  Schuylkill  bridge.  When 
they  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  summit,  the  coupling  of  the  bur- 
then cars  gave  way,  by  which  accident  one  of  the  laden  cars, 
with  the  two  containing  passengers,  were  forced  down  the 
plane,  with  an  impetus  thai  is  beyond  description.  When  with 
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in  a  few  rode  of  ihe  bridge,  the  train  cunie  in  contact  with  a 
burthen  car  loaded  with  sand;  the  shock  was  tremendous;  the 
pleasure  cars  rose  in  the  air,  and  came  down  in  atoms;  the  pas- 
sengers were  thrown  in  dilft-reiit  directions;  and,  what  is  most 
remarkable,  all  escapt  d  vviih  iheit  lives,  and  nosie  (ianf^eron>ly 
injured,  though  several  were  bruised,  and  one  geritleman  had 
his  arm  fractured.  The  lour  individuals  who  were  injured,  are 
M  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  and  are  doing  well. 

Anoilier  paper  says — We  have  been  requested  by  one  of  the 
engineers  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Cohunbia  rail  roud,  lo  copy 
the  following  paragraph  relative  to  the  melancholy  accident  ihat 
occurred  on  the  inclined  plane  a  few  days  ago: 

In  referenct;  to  the  lamentable  accident  which  happened  on 


On  the  same  day,  a  woman  said  to  be  of  the  name  of  Mona- 
han,  was  killed  by  a  car  passing  over  her  at  plane  No.  10. 

All  lliese  tilings  are  the  result  of  Kriminal  careless- 
ness, and  ouglit  to  be  puuislied,  or  are  the  eiTect  of  Ibol- 
Ir.irdiiiess,  which  sometimes  meets  with  its  own  reward. 

When  a  fatal  accident,  however,  happens  on  hoard  a 
steamboat  or  on  a  rail  road,  every  body  bears  of  it,  and 
it  is  i-epeated  over  and  over  ajraiti — but  if  persons  are 
killed  in  any  of  the  old  fashioned  conveyances,  the  fact  is 
mentioned,  and  soon  forgotten  as  a  thing  that  must  be 
expected  to  happen^ — now  and  then.  »/']f/7/fo?is  of  persons 
have  lr;ivelled  in  steamlioats  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 


Friday,  on  the  inclined  plane  of  the  Columbia  rail  road,  it  is  |  peake,  but  we  believe  that  not  more  than  four  passengers 


proper  to  mention  that  the  rapid  descent  of  the  cars  was  not  oc-  j 
casioned  by  the  breaking  of  the  rope,  but  by  the  giving  way  of 
the  connecting  iron  between  two  of  the  cars.  The  cars,  it 
seems,  were  not  attached  in  the  manner  that  they  should  have 
been,  by  being  fastened  to  the  rope,  which,  we  are  told,  is  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  carry  up  almost  any  weight.  As  soon  as  the 
accident  happened  the  persons  in  attendance,  no  doubt  much 
terrified  by  the  threatening  danger,  jumped  off  the  cars,  instead 
of  applying  the  break,  which  would  have  arrested  their  progress, 
and  prevented  any  serious  consequences. 


The  "Baltimore  Gazette,"  with  reference  to  the  preceding, 
observes — It  appears  by  an  article  which  we  insert  to  day,fro:M 
the  Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette,  that  a  very  serious  ac- 
cident has  occurred  on  the  Columbia  rail  road,  by  which  the 
lives  of  a  number  of  passengers  have  been  put  in  very  great 
oeril. 

it  As^ould  seem  that  this  affair  is  the  effect  of  a  most  culpable 
negligence  on  ^t^e  part  of  the  conductors  of  the  business  on  that 
road.  We  are  led  to  this  conclusion  from  the  account,  as  we 
find  it  stated,  of  the  circumsiatices,  and  are  conlirmed  in  the 
opinion  from  the  fact,  that  although  the  planes  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road,  at  Parr  ridge,  are  regularly  passed  four  times 
within  every  24  hours  by  trains  of  passenger  cars,  two  of  which 
passages  are  performed  in  the  night,  and  although  these  planes 
extend  over  a  distance  of  four  miles,  and  are  elevated  about  400 
feet  high,  yet,  so  far,  not  one  accident  has  occurred  to  any  pas- 
senger or  passenger  car  while  cros&ing  them. 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  that  notwithstanding  more  than 
eighty  thousand  passengers  annually  travel  this  rail-wa-y,  no  se- 
rious injury  has  been  sustained  by  a  single  individual  of  them 
from  any  accident  on  the  road. 

^ye'are  happy  to  add  that  no  loss  of  life  has  followed 
^his  acci^eui-^— nor  has  any  permanent  injury  been  inflict- 
ed. Had  those  who  had  charge  of  the  cars  performed 
their  duty,  we  think  that  the  defect  of  the  fastenings 
might  have  been  corrected  by  the  "breaks."  The  writer 
of  this  was  once  descending  the  inclined  plane,  No.  3,  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  in  a  very  heavily  load- 
ed car,  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  10,  and,  perhaps,  fully 
12  miles  an  hour,  (being  nearly  at  the  foot  of  it),  when 
the  horse  fell — and,  though  the  hind  feet  of  the  horse 
were  yet  lying  on  one  of  the  rails,  when  lie  and  others 
got  out  of  the  [stopped]  car  to  assist  in  putting  things  to 
rights— -such  had  been  the  resolution  and  promptitude  of 
thedriverand  his  assistant,  and  Ihe  power  of  the"breaks" 
used  by  them,  that  the  horse,  though  exceedingly  frigh- 
tened, had  not  received  the  least  discoverable  injury,  and 
proceeded  to  his  resting  place  as  though  nothing  had 
happened. 

Since  the  preceding  was  prepared,  we  notice  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Evensbury  (Penn.)  Spy — 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  record  three  disastrous 
deaths  which  have  occurred  on  the  Portage  rail  road.  On  Sa- 
turday last  a  car  broke  loose  at  the  head  of  plane  No.  1,  and  de- 
scending with  inconceivable  velocity,  struck  against  and  broke 
one  of  the  posts  of  the  shed  at  the  foot  of  the  plane.  A  respec- 
table stranger,  the  only  person  in  the  car,  was  thrown,  by  the 
violence  of  the  concussion,  a  distance  of  sixtxj  feet,  upon  a  slope 
wall,  from  which  he  rolled  into  the  Concmaugh.  He  was  im- 
mediately taken  out.  Life  was  not  extinct,  but  his  skull  was 
fractured  and  his  body  much  bruised.  Medical  aid  was  procur- 
ed as  soon  as  practicable^  and  every  attention  given  to  relieve 
hij  sufffering,  but  in  vain.  He  languished  in  a  state  of  stupor 
until  Sunday  evening,  when  his  life  ceased. 

On  Monday  last,  Mr.  Michael  Gallan  of  Siimraerhill  township 
in  this  county,  was  sitting  on  the  front  part  of  a  train  of  cars, 
in  company  with  Messrs.  John  Hammond,  Thomas  Pipes  and 

.Laytonjlhe  captain  of  tlie  cars.     In  the  attempt  to  gain 

the  centre  post  between  the  turn  outs  near  plane  No.  3,  the 
train  came  in  violent  contact  with  another  approaching  from 
the  opposite  direction.  As  soon  as  the  danger  was  perceived, 
eill,  except  Mr.  Gillan,  leaped  from  the  car.  He,  not  possess- 
ing equal  presence  of  mind,  coniiinied  in  his  seat.  When  the 
cars  met  he  was  crushed  between  them  and  instantly  killed. 
Mr.  Gillan  has  left  four  small  children  to  mourn  the  iniforiunate 
death  of  the  last  of  their  parents,  their  mother  having  died  only 


have  lost  their  lives  by  accidents  to  them.  And  we  see 
it  stated  in  an  Englisli  paper,  that  out  of  1^369,000  per- 
sons who  have  travelled  by  the  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter rail  road,  one  passenger  only  has  been  hurt ! 

Died  on  the  23d  ult.  in  Davidson  county,  (Tenn.)  at 
his  residence  in  Jones' Bend,  Mr.  Jllexander  Donelson, 
sen.  aged  85  years.  The  deceased  was  the  eldest  brother 
of  the  I  ale  Mrs.  Jackson,  wife  of  general  Jackson,  and 
the  last  but  one  of  the  nuincrous  family  of  children  of 
col.  John  Donelson,  sen.  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  west, 
who  emigrated  to  Tennessee  as  early  as  the  year  1780. 
The  deceased  was  an  honest  man  and  virtuous  citizen. 
He  was  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

[  Ban7ier. 


a  few  weeks  since. 


The  following  aw  ful  account  of  what  recently  happen- 
ed at  Lyons  deserves  record,  and  may  serve  as  a  caution, 
to  all  who  are  unwilling  or  usiable  to  "look  on  blood 
and  carnage  with  composure."  It  is  from  the  Journal 
lies  Debats. 

Lyons,  Jipril  13,  1  o^clock,  P.  M.  This  is  the  fifth  day  of  our 
sorrows.  Since  Wednesday  the  noise  of  the  cannon  and  the 
musquetry  has  never  ceased.  The  Croix  Ronsse  was  reduced 
on  Thursday,  the  Guillotierc  on  Friday,  and  yesterday  the 
quarter  of  the  Cordeliers,  the  head  quarters  of  the  insurrection, 
was  taken  by  assault,  but  tlie  quarters  of  the  Grand  Cote  and  - 
of  St.  Just  still  hold  out. 

I  visited  the  interior  of  the  town  this  morning.  What  a 
frightful  spectaclel  I  have  seen  houses  burnt,  others  levefed 
by  cannon  balls.  Upon  the  place  St.  Come  all  tlie  shutters  and 
doors  of  the  magazine  are  broken  to  pieces.  The  alley  of 
Arque  is  sacked.  The  houses  from  which  the  soldiers  were 
fired  upon  have  suffered  greatly,  and  their  inhabitants  have 
been  put  to  the  sword!  I  have  neither  strength  nor  time  to 
enter  into  details,  which  you  will  learn  too  soon.  Never  did 
foreign  invasion,  never  did  a  seige  itself,  produce  so  many  hor- 
rors of  any  kind. 

We  hope  that  we  touch  the  end  of  this  frightful  drama.  God 
grant  that  we  may  not  deceive  ourselves. 

No  republican  of  any  note  has  appeared  at  the  head  of  the 
insurgents.  The  only  thins  certain  is  the  damage  which 
probably  amounts  to  50,000,000  francs  in  property  of  every  kind. 

The  London  Court  Journal,  of  the  5th  ult.  contains  an 
article  entitled^ — JMemoraniJa  and  recollections  relative  to 
America.  Its  spirit  and  tenor  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
following  cowplimeniary  introduction! 

"The  temper  and  manner  of  the  Americans  are  not  suited  to 
those  of  our  countrymen;  they  are  narrow  minded  and  low 
bre<l;  they  show  no  generosity,  nor  boldness  of  mind,  nor  that 
patriotic  spirit  of  love  to  the  country  which  is  natnral  to  us, 
who  are  indigenous  to  a  soil,  and  descended  from  long  lines  of 
ancestors,  from  which  we  have  inherited  national  attachment 
and  family  pride.  They  trace  no  such  ancestry.  Every  n)an 
is  for  himself.  They  are  colonists.  All  emigrated  from  this 
country;  some  even  as  convicts;  adventurers — all  unennnected 
with  each  other.  Few,  if  any,  are  in  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  or 
have  had  a  liberal  or 'classical  education.  All  religions  are  to- 
lerated anions;  them,  from  which  a  liberal  turn  of  mind  mi^ht 
be  expected;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  pedantic  and  caus- 
tic. Most  of  them  are  Presbyterians  or  Quakers — sly,  severe 
and  enthusiastic,  yet  mostly  self-interested.  They  have  a  ge- 
neral apprehension  that  they  are  despised  by  this  country,  and 
they  are  sensible  of  having  been  oppressed  and  insulted;  for 
which  they  retain  an  implacable  resentment." 

The  project  of  opening  a  regular  intercourse,  by 
steam,  between  England  and  India,  by  way  of  the  Medi- 
terranean to  a  point  on  the  Nile,  thence  by  land  to  Suez, 
and  down  the  Red  Sea,  &,c.  to  Bombay,  is  again  much 
spoken  of.  The  journey  might  be  made  in  a  little  over 
forty  days,  including  all  necessary  stoppages. 

Different  islands  in  the  British  West  Indies  appear  to 
I  be  very  difFcrciitly  situated,  as  to  the  emancipation  of  the 
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slaves,  which  is  about  to  be  commenced  under  the  laws 
lately  passed.  In  some  the  wliites  seem  hidiiFireiit,  in 
others  they  are  ''setting;  their  affairs  in  order,"  for  re- 
moval, and  in  some  much  fear  exists  lor  their  personal 
safety. 

List  of  Rritisii  premiers.  The  following  list  of  ilie  dif- 
ferent tirillsli  prime  niinisleio  during  tlie  riMgiis  of  George  third, 
George  fourlii,  and  William  fourlh.  arc;  intt:r*;slin<:,  as  showing 
the  comparative  duration  of  the  various  adininistralions: — 

Duke  of  Newcastle (ith  April  1754 

E.rl  of  Bute 99111  M.iy  17fi3 

George  Greiivdie  (father  of  the  present  lord).. ..  Kiili  April  176;^ 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 12ih  July  1765 

Duke  of  Grafton 2d  August  1766 

Lord  North  (alterwards  earl  of  Guilford) 28ih  Jnn.  1770 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 3Ulli  March  1782 

Earl  of  Shelburne 30th  July  1782 

Duke  of  Portland 5ih  April  1783 

William  Pitt 27tli  Dec.  1783 

Henry  Addington  (now  viscount  Sidmouth).  ..17ih  March  1801 

William  Pitt  reappointed 12ih  May  1804 

Lord  Grenville 8th  Jan.  1806 

Duke  of  Portland 30th  March  1807 

Spencer  Perceval 23d  June  1810 

Earl  of  Liverpool, 8ih  June  1812 

George  Canning 11th  April  1827 

Viscount  Goderich 10th  Aug.  1827 

Duke  of  Wellington 11  Mi  Jan.  1828 

Earl  Grey 22d  Nov.  1830 

Calculating  from  this  list,  it  would  appear  that  the  average 
duration  of  a  ministry  ii  about  eight  years. 

Laurens  street,  New  York.  In  the  board  of  assistant  al- 
dermen, Mr.  TeiUmad^e,  president  pro  tern,  offered  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  this  noted  street,  prefaced  with  explanatory  re- 
marks, which  we  lake  from  the  Gazette. 

It  was  well  known,  said  Mr.  T.  that  the  corporation  have  no 
control  over  that  part  of  Laurens  street,  between  Canal  and 
Spring  St.  which  is  private  properly,  and  consequently  it  has  be- 
come a  great  nuisance.  The  street  is  very  niucli  broken  up,  and 
abounds  with  filthy  pools  of  stagnant  water,  and  heaps  of  gar- 
bage and  ofials,  constantly  undergoing  fermentation.  It  was 
also  tenanted  in  a  manner  very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  had  been  called  to  that  quarter  in  his  otfi- 
eial  capacity  to  quell  a  riot,  and  also  as  a  health  warden,  and 
had  been  at  the  pains  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  inhabit 
ants.  House  No.  33,  he  had  found  inliabited  by  twenty  one 
whites,  and  ninety-six  blacks,  and  in  a  small  building  in  tlie 
rear  by  10  blacks — the  next  house  contained  30  whites  and  six 
te«n  blacks,  the  rear  15  blacks — the  next  in  order  was  iiiliabiled 
by  45  whites  land  42  blacks,  and  the  ten  houses  adjoinins  each 
other,  eommenciin^  with  No.  33,  he  had  found  to  be  inhabited 
by  no  less  than  280  whites  and  173  blacks,  being  in  all  453.  and 
an  average  of  45  persons  in  each  house.  He  thought  t!ie  street 
should  either  be  ceded  to  the  corporation  or  closed.  Mr.  Tall 
madge  then  offered  a  resolution,  that  the  sul)ject  be  referred  to 
a  law  committee,  to  report  on  the  power  of  the  corpoiation 
and  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  which  was  adopted. 

New  Echota,  Ga.,  March  23,  18.34.  Gentlemen:  Wc  hnvc 
the  niisforlune  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  a  very  valualde 
citizen,  to  this  part  of  the  country,  particularly  at  tlii.^  time.  Mr. 
Eli  Hicks,  son  of  William  Hicks,  formerly  one  of  the  Cherokee 
chiefs,  was  shot  by  some  out-lying  savages, on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  11th  of  this  instant.  There  area  considerable  number  of  In 
(bans  that  live  by  theft  altogether,  and  remain  camped  out  all 
the  time,  in  unfrequented  swamps  and  mountains,  with  tlieir  ill- 
gotten  pioperty.  Mr.  Hicks  has  been  a  vigilant  hand  to  ferret 
out  th«se  violators  of  the  laws,  and  bring  them  to  justice,  and 
lias  stood  as  a  shield  and  protector  to  the  white  population  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  ever  ready  in  lending  them  his  assist- 
ance in  recovering  their  stolen  property.  Mr.  Hicks  was  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi— he  advocated  and  aided  the  policy  of  Georgia,  In  fact,  he 
was  an  intelligent  white  man  in  principle  and  policy,  and  this 
brought  him  into  disrepute  with  these  outlaws.  About  the  10th 
uf  this  month,  a  smoke-house,  the  properly  of  a  while  man  was 
broken  open  and  robbed;  Mr.  Hicks,  as  was  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions was  called  on  to  apprehend  the  robbers;  he  ascertained 
that  they  were  camped  in  a  swamp  in  the  bend  of  the  Oosta- 
jtauUee  riv«r,  about  twelve  miles  below  thi.^  place.  In  compa- 
ny witlj  two  other  men  without  arms,  (as  was  usual  for  him,) 
he  went  upon  them;  when  within  a  short  distance,  they  fired 
upon  him  and  shot  him  through  the  abdomen.  He  lived  two 
days  and  expired.  We  have  since  learned,  that  about  six  of 
these  outlaws  have  got  togetlnsr,  blacked  themselves,  and  threa 
ten  to  kill  several  others,  myself  among  ihem.  I  would  add, 
that  tliese  were  the  same  Indians  who  broke  my  store  on  the  3d 
of  November  last,  and  were  released  by  the  inferior  court  of 
DeKalb  county,  without  assigning  a  reason. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  k,c.        Wilmam  J.  Tarvin. 
Messrs.  Grieve  ^'  Orme. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.    An  act  abolishing  Imprisonment 
for  debt  has  passed  the  legislature  o(  Massachusetts  by  large  ma- 


jorities in  both  branches.  It  consists  of  but  two  aeclions,  and 
is  to  take  t  ft'eot  on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

'I'lie  first  section  enacts,  that  no  person  shall  be  arrested,  held 
to  bail,  or  iinprisoiitd  on  mesne  j)roces«,  for  any  debts  contract- 
ed alter  the  4ih  July,  wilhout  oath  by  the  plaintifi"  that  the  debt 
is  justly  due,  exceeds  ten  dollars,  and  he  believes  the  debtor  is 
about  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  for  the  jiurjione  of 
avoiding  payment. 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  speedy  release  of  debtors, 
by  the  }>oor  man's  oulh  before  the  return  day  of  the  writ,  in 
open  court  on  trial,  or  by  the  judg<;  or  justice,  after  judgment;  se 
that  the  person  may  be  exempt  iroin  execution.  The  plaintifiT 
has  the  privilege  of  one  continuance  to  prove  that  the  debtor 
has  properly  which  is  not  exempted  by  law,  in  which  case  the 
person  and  property  are  both  subject  to  process  of  execution,  us 
before  the  passage  of  the  new  law. 

The  earthquake  in  South  America.  One  of  (lie  papers 
contains  some  further  particulars  of  this  terrible  calamity.  We 
make  the  following  extract: 

Pasto,  22d  Feb.  1834,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  town  of 
Santiago,  adjoining  the  parish  of  Sibundoi,  situated  to  the  east, 
and  at  the  distance  of  12  or  14  leagues,  was  built  over  a  hidden 
volcano,  which  burst  on  the  20th  ult.  at?  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  earth  shook  so  violently,  that  f/*af  alone  ruined  lh« 
ancient  Rio  Bainba,  which  may  aftbrd  you  some  means  of 
drawing  a  comparison.  A  run  of  land  about  3  leagues  long  and 
two  broad,  sunk  with  the  forest  which  covered  it;  and  its  super- 
ficies presents  now  the  aspect  of  a  savannah,  covered  with  stones 
and  sand.  Although  the  trees  which  covered  the  spot  were  as 
old  as  the  world,  there  has  not  a  root  of  thein  remained,  nor 
even  a  leaf  to  indicate  the  place  where  they  stood. 

During  24  hours  that  the  earth  shook  without  ceasing  for  one 
instant,  the  town  and  environs  were  rendered  a  heap  of  ruins; 
the  collages  of  the  peasants  were  svvaiiowed  up  by  the  earth 
which  yawned  at  every  (loint,  and  the  churches  of  Santiago  and 
Sibuiuloi  were  ruined,  and  also  my  bouse,  under  the  ruins  of 
which  I  was  buried.  But  as  if  by  a  miracle  I  escaped  from  my 
sepulchre, — for  the  same  convulsion  which  swallowed  up  my 
house,  threw  it  up  afterwards  upon  the  superficies  of  the  earth, 
and  I  then  managed  to  gel  out,  although  I  was  dreadfully  crip- 
pled. The  Waves  which  the  earth  formed,  rolled  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  similar  to  those  of  the  sea,  and  to  as  a  great 
a  heit^hl  as  happens  when  the  ocean  is  enraged  by  a  tempest. 
Eiohty  persons  were  swallowed  up  by  them,  with  all  their  live- 
stock; and  the  only  ones  thai  could  escape  were  those  of  us 
who  were  able  to  run  up  a  hill,  which  although  it  shook  as  well 
as  the  rest  did  not  sink,  neither  did  the  waving  of  the  earth  af- 
fect it.  PEDRO  LEON  Y  LOPEZ. 

Santa  Martha  had  also  been  visited  by  a  severe  earthquake, 
or  series  of  earthquakes,  on  the  22d,  23(1,  24ih,  and  25th  Feb. 
which  destroyed  the  principal  edifices,  and  materially  injured 
the  whole  city. 

The  first  and  mojt  severe  shock  lasted  about  45  seconds,  and 
was  followed  ill  about  5  miiintfs  by  another  of  nearly  equal  se- 
verity and  duration.     In  the  course  of  that  and  lite  next  4  days, 
no  less  than  sixty  shocks  were  experienced;  and  at  the  last  ac-  • 
counts  they  had  not  ceased. 

The  earth  opened  in  many  places  to  the  width  of  6  Inches; 
and  warm  sulphureous  water  was  thrown  forth. 

No  lives  were  lost, — which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  first  and  most  severe  shock  took  place  while  the  inhabitants 
were  in  their  house.*;;  as  the  falling  of  i!ie  tiles,  &c.  would  most 
probably  have  caused  the  death  of  great  numbers,  had  they  been 
in  the  street  at  the  time.  Several  persons,  however,  were  se- 
verely injured. 

The  city  was  completely  deserted  at  the  latest  accounts,  the 
citizens  having  removed  into  the  country,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  persons  who  were  living  in  tents  on  the  beach. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 
senate. 

June  20.  Mr.  Southard  reported  the  following  bills,  which 
were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading: 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  transfer  of  appropriations  made  for  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  Stales,  from  one  object  to  another; 

A  bill  making  certain  changes  in  llie  titles  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  naval  academy; 

A  bill  to  establish  and  regulate  the  navy  ration;  and 

A  bill  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Southard  also  repotted,  a  bill  granting  pensions  to  the 
wounded  French  seamen,  and  to  the  fainiliesof  those  who  were 
killed  on  board  the  French  ship  Suflrien,  by  the  United  States 
frigate  United  States,  in  the  harbor  of  Toulon;  which  bill  was 
soon  taken  up,  amended  and  passed. 

The  chair  presented  a  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, giving  certain  information  called  for  relative  to  the  officers 
of  tlie  customs. 

Mr.  Poindextcr  made  a  report,  in  part,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain frauds  committed  in  the  sale  of  public  lands,  accompanied 
by  »undry  dorunients. 

Mr.  Poindextcr  said  he  now  laid  before  the  senate  all  the  evi- 
dence the  committee  had  been  able  to  collect  during  the  present 
session.  Immediately  on  the  senate's  in3lituting  the  inquiry, 
the  committee  had  caused  commissions  to  issue  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  testimony,  direeted  to  persona  in    Mia^ssftppi, 
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which  did  not  reach  them  until  two  months  after  they  were  sent 
from  here,  although  they  should  have  done  so  in  twelve  days. 
The  clerk  of  the  committee  was  willing  to  make  affidavit  that 
he,  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  directed  and  put  into  the  post  office 
here,  five  letters,  to  individuals  in  Miosissippi,  and  here  was  an 
answer  to  one  of  them  dated  Clinton,  June  1st,  which  the  gen- 
llenian  had  only  received  the  day  before. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  llie  deposition  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Rowe,  detailing  certain  fraudulent  proceedings,  was  read. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  that  Mr.  Rowe  was  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectability and  integrity,  awd  liiat  his  character  was  vouched 
for  by  the  hon.  James  Barbour,  and  his  brother,  the  hon.  Philip 
P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  the  deposition  exhibited  some  extraordinary 
facts;  he  had  no  objection  to  the  printing  of  the  affidavit,  and 
to  its  being  placed  in  possession  of  the  treasury  department. 
He  however,  subsequently,  said  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  printing  the  documents,  inasmuch  as  they  were  of 
an  ewparte  cljaracler;  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  published 
without  first  giving  the  persons  charged  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard. 

After  a  desultory  debate,  the  report  and  documents  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poindexter  then  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  which 
lies  on  the  table  until  tomorrow: 

Resoircd,  That  ihe  chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  lands 
be  authorised,  dining  the  recess  of  congress,  to  proceed  in  the 
investigation  of  ihe  alleged  frauds  in  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  commenced  during  the  present  session,  by  issuing  com- 
missions, to  take  depositions  in  relation  to  such  frauds,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  appointed  to  superintend  said  sales  by 
law,  directed  to  such  persons  in  the  seveial  land  districts  as  he 
may  select  for  the  purpose.  And,  also,  that  he  be  authorised 
to  extend  said  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  coiim)is- 
eioners  or  agents  appointed  by  the  president  to  locate  the  Indian 
reservations  under  the  treaties  with  the  Creeks,  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws,  and  the  frauds,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  said  reservations,  and  the  tes- 
timony so  taken  shall  be  reported  to  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  White  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Ross  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Waggaman  submitted  a  resolution  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  erection 
of  towers,  barracks  and  store  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Orleans,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  went  into  executive 
business,  and  when  the  doors  were  opened  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

June  21.  On  motion  of  Mr.  White  the  general  appropriation 
"bill  was  taken  up,  in  committee  o(  the  wliole,  and,  after  several 
other  amendments  being  proposed — 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  documentary  history  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  published  by  Peter  Force  and  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  un- 
der a  contract  with  the  department  of  state,  made  in  pursuance 
ofthe  act  of  congress  of  March,  1833,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  to  remunerate  Messrs.  Force  and 
Clarke  for  all  expenses  hitherto  incurred  by  them  under  said 
contract. 

This  amendment  was  proposed  on  the  ground  that  the  law 
under  which  the  contract  was  made  was  loosely  framed;  that 
the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Livingston,  had  transcended  the 
powers  intended  to  be  conferred  on  him;  that  the  expense 
would  amount  to  an  enormous  sum,  say  ^400,000,  and  that  con- 
gress, in  passing  the  law,  had  exceeded  its  powers,  and  ronsc- 
quently  the  contract  formed  under  the  law  was  void  ah  initio. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  subsequently  increased 
to  $20,000,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  and  after  a  very  animat- 
ed debate,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  l)y  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Forsyili, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 22. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  suspended  by 
general  consent;  when — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives 
stating  that  the  house  had  passed  a  joint  resolution  providing 
for  a  joint  committee  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of 
respect  and  affection  it  was  proper  for  congress  to  manifest  the 
deep  sensibility  of  the  nation  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  gene- 
ral Lafayette, 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  he  had  prepared  a  resolution,  which, 
as  it  happened,  was  almost  in  precisely  the  same  words  as  that 
received  from  the  hous^e,  and  ihen  moved  that  the  senate  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  just  received,  and  appoint  a  committee  on 
its  part. 

The  senate  then  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  thirteen, 
which  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  was  appointed 
by  the  chair;  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  appoint- 
ed to  compose  snid  committee:  Messrs.  Webster,  White,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Fonyth,  Wilkins,  Tyler,  Poindexter,  Bcnion,  King, 
of  Ala.  Chambers^  Brown,  Shepley.  "    1 


A  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  genern 
Lafayette,  and  slating  that  be  had  issued  orders  to  the  army  ami 
navy  to  liave  the  appropriate  honors  paid  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased;  which  was  referred. 

The  senate  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  genera! 
appropriation  bill,  when, 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  an  amendment,  providing  that  no 
money,  to  be  paid  out  under  this  act,  or  any  other  act  passed  at 
the  present  session  of  congress,  shall  be  paid  in  any  bank  note 
or  notes  not  of  par  value  at  the  place  where  they  shall  be  paid. 
This  amendment,  (after  a  motion  by  Mr.  Benton  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "congress"  and  inserting  the 
words  "unles  in  sp«!cie,  if  so  required  by  the  holder  of  the  war- 
rant or  the  payee,"  which  was  lost),  was  negatived,  ayes  17, 
nays  25. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  the  several 
amendments  adopted  in  committee  of  the  whole  were  concur- 
red in,  with  the  exception  of  the  anrendment  relative  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  publication  of  the  docun>entary  history  of  the 
revolution,  by  Clarke  and  Force:  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 
June  23.     Mr.  Hill  presented  certain  resolotions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  execu- 
tive in  his  measures  against  the  bank,  &c. 
After  a  speed)  from  Mr.  Hill,  arid  a  reply  by  Mr.  Bell, 
Mr.  Webster  said  the  paper  could   not  properly  be  received. 
It  was  not  a  memorial;  contained  within  it  no  request  to  be  laid 
before  congress,  and  that  its  presentation  was  wholly  unauthor- 
ised. 

Mr. -Benion  contended  that  it  should  be  received,  inasmuch 
as  it  contained  instructions  to^their  repres^Miatives. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  willing  to  let  them  remain  on  the 
table  for  a  day,  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  time  to 
find  a  preced(M)t. 
The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Filing  presented  a  memorial  from  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
remonstrating  against  the  measures  of  the  executive. 
Mr.  Sprnfo^ite  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved,  That  the  postujaster  general  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate  all  the  papers  in  his  department  relative  to 
the  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  James  Curliss,  late  postmas- 
ter at  Eastport,  Maine. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  condition  and  proceedings  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
take  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  either  by  personal  exaniitia- 
tion,  or  on  commission,  with  permission  to  sit  in  the  recess  of 
congress,  and  to  report  at  the  next  session. 
The  following  bills  were  read  twice  and  committed: 
Tlie  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  certain  gold  coins; 
The  bill  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
for  other  purposes; 

The  bill  authorising  the  selection  of  certain  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio;  as  also 

The  resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  United 
States  property  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Poto- 
mac rail  road  company. 

At  one  o'clock  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  concerning  the  do- 
cumentary history  of  the  revolution — 

Mr.  Southard  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment, and  to  stib- 
stitute  one  making  an  appropriation,  without  interfering  with 
the  contract,  and  instructing  the  secretary  of  state  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the  contract,  &c.  during  the  re- 
cess. 

Mr.  Soidhard^s  amendment  was  adopted,  ayes  25,  noes  20. 
Among  other  amendments  one  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  20 
to  19,  providing  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  E.  R.  Potter,  while 
contesting  the  seat  of  United  States  senator  from  Rhode  Island; 
after  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  business,  and  after  being 
engaged  therein  some  time,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  24.  Mr.  Morris  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  six  counties  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  sustain- 
ing the  course  of  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  presented  the  memorials  of  about  1,600  citi- 
zens of  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  complaining  of  the  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  the  custody  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  unwise  and  disastrous  interference  of  the  executive  with 
the  currency  and  labor  of  the  country;  which  was  read,  refer- 
red, &c. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  that  the  senate  take  up  the  resolutions  of  the 
New  Hampshire  lecii'lature,  presented  by  him  yesterday. 

A  debaft!  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Hill,  Poindexter, 
Ewing  and  Benton  participated;  and  the  senate  finally  refused 
to  fake  up  the  resolutions  by  the  following  vote: 

YRAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn, 
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Morris,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  White,  Witkins,  Wright 
—18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewin^;,  Freliiigliuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Maiiguin,  Moore,  Nuu- 
daiii,  Poiiiclexter,  Premiss,  Porter,  Presloti,  llobiiison,  Silsbee, 
Snitih,  Southard,  Sprugue,  Switt,  Touiliiisuii,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
Hian,  VVebsler — 26. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Poindcxter  for  continuing 
the  investigations  of  the  conuniliee  of  public  lands  during  the 
recess  of  congress,  relative  to  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  in  laud  sales,  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Robbins  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Kent  county,  Rhode  island,  disapproving  the  measures 
of  the  executive  relative  to  the  finances  and  the  bank  of  ihe 
United  States;  which  were  read,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  it  was  ordered  that  the  senate  in 
future  meet  at  10  o'clock  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

After  the  hrstand  second  readings  and  reference X)f  a  number 
of  bills  from  the  house  of  representatives,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  adjourned. 

June  25.  Tlie  c/iair  communicated  the  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mint  for  the  last  year. 

After  several  reports  had  been  made  and  disposed  of  on  pri- 
vate claims, 

Mr.  Naudain  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  amenda- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  owners  of  vessels  sunk 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  during  the  last  war;  which  was 
fead  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  additional  land  districts  in  the  territory 
of  Arkansas;  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,"  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  property  lost,  captured 
or  destroyed  during  the  late  war,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a  report  on  the  tokens  of  respect  to  be  ob- 
served on  the  occasion  of  gen.  Lafayette's  death,  which,  as  the 
senate  would  probably  adopt  the  resolutions  from  the  house,  he 
would  not  ask  for  the  reading  of. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities  and  for 
other  purposes  for  the  year  1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  and 
passed. 

The  joint  resolutions  from  the  house  of  representatives,  ma- 
nifesting the  deep  sensibility  of  congress  on  the  occasion  of  the 
decease  of  the  late  general  Lafayette,  was  passed  through  the 
different  stages  by  unanimous  consent  and  adopted. 

[The  following  were  Mr.  fVebster's  brief  but  fitting  remarks 
on  this  occasion — 

"I  shall  not  presume,  Mr.  President,  to  utter  one  word  of  en- 
comium on  the  extraordinary  personage  of  whom  these  resolu- 
tions speak.  The  proceeding  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  in- 
tended to  manifest  the  sense  of  congress  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  proceeding  in  which  none  are  to 
l«ad,  and  none  to  follow;  but  in  which  all  are  to  be  equally  ac- 
tive, and  equally  prominent,  as  all  are  equally  sincere  and 
equally  ardent,  in  expressing  a  nation's  gratitude  to  a  nation's 
benefactor. 

On  an  occasion  so  solemn,  so  affecting,  I  content  myself  with 
simply  moving  that  the  resolutions  be  put  to  vote;  and  I  do  this 
with  entire  confidence  that  they  will  be  passed,  not  only  with- 
out hesitation  or  dissent,  but  with  earnest,  emphatic — I  may 
say,  even,  with  enthusiastic  unanimity."] 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  a  joint  resolution  rescinding  the  reso- 
lution of  the  tvvo  houses  fixing  on  the  30th  day  of  June  as  the 
day  of  adjournment,  and  authorising  the  adjournment  to  be 
made  on  the  day  of  July;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  Toulon  pension  bill  were 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Sprague,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  continue  the  investigations  into 
the  affairs  of  the  po?t  office  department  during  the  recess,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  having  been  modified  by  Mr. 
Sprague,  so  as  to  refer  the  investigation  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  post  roads,  instead  of  to  a  select  committee — 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  it  would  be  the  better  course  to 
refer  the  subject,  by  a  special  resolution,  to  the  president  of 
Ihe  United  States,  and  to  throw  on  him  the  responsibility  of 
making  the  examination.  He  supposed  the  object  was  not  to 
establish  criminality. 

Mr.  Sprague  smA  his  object  was  to  have  a  full  examination, 
and  as  the  next  session  of  congress  was  a  short  one,  previous 
investigation  was  necessary.  It  was  not  his  object  to  establish 
criminality,  but  that  miaht  be  one  of  the  results.  He  had  no 
desire  to  put  responsibility  on  the  president,  as  he  was  sufli- 
ciently  disposed  to  assume  it.  The  business  had  been  already 
in  his  hands,  and  if  he  was  disposed  to  do  his  duly,  no  act  of 
the  senate,  in  authorising  an  investigation,  could  prevent  him. 
Mr.  Forsyth  deuiiid  that  the  information  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  at  present  only  known  to  them,  was  yet  before  the 
president.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution till  Saturday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived,  and  the  question  on 
the  resolution  was  then  decide  d  as  follows;: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bentnn,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers. 
Clay,  Clayton.  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen.  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Karie,  Kent,  Knight,  Linsi,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poin-- 


dexter.  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Shepley,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tyler,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, Wliiie — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.   Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Geo.  Morris,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright 
—10. 
So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Clayton,  he  was  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Silsbee, 
was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  congress,  the  amount  of  revenue  collected,  and  the  amount 
of  tonnage  entered  at  each  of  the  custom  houses  of  the  United 
States,  the  amount  and  rate  of  commissions  charged  by  each  of 
the  collectors  on  the  revenue  collected  by  him,  and  the  amount 
of  fees  received  at  each  of  the  custom  houses  for  each  of  the 
two  last  years.  Also  the  number  of  officers,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, employed  at  each  of  the  cu«tom  houses,  the  amount  of 
emoluments,  of  every  kind,  received  by  each  of  those  officers, 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  their  respective  offices,  for  each 
of  the  two  last  years,  stating  whether  such  emoluments  arise 
from  corHinissions,  salaries  or  fees,  and  how  nmch  from  each 
of  those  sources,  and  staling  also  whether  any,  and  if  any,  such 
of  these  offices  or  officers  as  may  be  dispensed  with,  without 
injury  to  the  public  service. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  tariff  act  of  July  1832,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

At  2  o'clock  the  senate  took  a  recess  of  two  hours. 
Evening  session. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
on  the  petition  of  John  Ross  and  others,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent to  ascertain  and  inform  the  senate  at  the  next  session  of 
congress,  on  what  terms  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Georgia  and 
of  her  citizens  can  be  extinguished  to  the  Cherokee  lands  with- 
in her  limits,  was  taken  up — 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Forsyth  in  opposition,  and  of 
Messrs.  White  ar\d  Frelinghuysen  in  its  support,  the  resolution 
was  finally  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vole  of22  to  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evdng,  the  post  office  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  considered,  amended  and 
passed,  and  sent  back  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

June  26.  The  resolution  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Preston, 
concerning  the  adjournment  of  congress,  was  taken  up,  and 
after  the  blank  being  filled  with  the  7th  day  of  July,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  yeas  25,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  Southard  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  post  office  com- 
mittee in  the  place  ofMr.  Clayton  excused  from  serving. 

The  bill  concerning  navy  pensions  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Silsbee  submitted  a  resolution  requiring  a  statement  to  be 
made  at  the  next  session,  of  the  amount  of  hospital  money  re- 
ceived since  1798,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

A  large  number  of  public  and  private  bills  were  passed — but 
as  none  of  them  are  of  much  general  importance,  a  notice  of 
them  in  the  list  of  acts,  which  may  be  expected  in  our  next, 
will  be  sufficient. 

The  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  section  of 
the  public  lands,  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  locatioa 
of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  taken  up  and  rejected,  ayesr 
18,  nays  19. 

The  senate  then  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 

HODSK    or   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  ^0.  The  house,  after  considerable  discussion, 
agreed  to  reconsider  the  harbor  bill,  as  also  the  vote  on  an 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer,  authorising  an  appropria- 
tion of  $29,000  for  certain  surveys,  &c. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposiies  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates  in  certain  Focal 
banks. 

Mr.  Polk,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  addressed  the  house  in 
its  favor  for  more  than  an  hour. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Georgia,  followed  in  reply  and  contended  that 
the  bank  charter,  however  unconstitutional,  was  a  valid  con- 
tract, binding  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  on  this 
ground  as  well  as  to  the  details  of  Mr.  Polkas  bill,  he  opposed 
its  passage. 

Messrs.  Wilde  and  Gordon  followed  in  opposition  to  ihe  bill. 
The  latter  intimated  an  intention  to  ofl^er  a  substitute,  provid- 
ing, in  substance,  that  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  the 
agents  of  the  treasury,  and  the  keepers  of  the  public  revenue, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coin  of  the  union. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  spies  employed  on  ihe  (Von- 
tier  of  Arkansas,  in  1830;  and 

The  bill  creating  additional  land  districts  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois and  territory  of  Michigan,  were  severally  read  the  third 
lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  Jircher  reported  a  joint  resolution  making  provision  for 
the  families  of  those  killed,  and  for  those  wounded  on  the  occa- 
sion of  firing  the  salute  at  Toulon;  which 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  was  recommitted  to  the'com- 
mittee  on  foreijin  affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill. 

The  house  adjourned. 
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Saturday,  June  91.     After  the  reading  of  the  jonrnal  ] 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jldams  rose  to  state  thai,  on  coming  to  the  house,  ' 
he  had  been  informed  that  since  the  last  adjournmant  of  the 
house,  intelligence  had  been  received  of  llie  occurrence  of  a 
calamity  wliich  liad  befallen  tlie  wiiole  race  of  civilized  man. 
He  had  not  lime  to  prepare  a  resolution  fitting  such  an  occasion, 
but  he  presumed  it  would  be  obvious  to  every  person  tliat  it 
was  an  occurrence  peculiarly  becoming  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt  some  suitable  measure  to  express  the 
deep  sense  they  entertained  of  the  misfortune  involved  in  the 
decease  of  one  of  the  most  eminetit  benefactors  of  the  age  and 
of  mankind.  It  occurred  to  him  that  such  a  duty  should  be  dis- 
charged in  a  manner  suitable  at  once  to  the  dignity  of  tlie  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  stales  of  this  union,  and  to  the  me- 
rits of  him  to  whose  memory  this  tribute  should  be  paid.  This 
he  supposed  would  be,  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress.  He  would  now,  therefore,  submit  a 
motion  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  in 
what  manner  a  tribute  of  atfeciion  and  respect  may  be  shewn 
by  the  congress  of  the  United  States  expressive  of  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  nation,  on  the  event  of  the  decease,  and  of  their 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  general  Lafayette. 
Mr.  Jidams  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of be  appointed  on  the  part 

of  this  house  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  senate,  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and 
affection  it  may  he  proper  for  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
to  express  the  deep  seijsibility  of  the  nation  on  the  event  of  the 
decease  of  general  Lafayette. 

After  various  suggesticuis,  the  committee  was  ordered  to  con 
sisl  of  twenty-four,  and  the  following  gentlemen  to  compose  the 
said  cornmiilee: 

From  Massachusetts, John  Qdincy  Adams,  chairman. 

From  Maine, , Rufus  Mclntire. 

From  New  Hampshire, Ilejiry  Hubbard. 

From  Rhode  Island, Tristram  Burgcs, 

From  Connecticut, Noyes  Barber. 

From  Vermont,.. Heman  JiUen. 

From  New  York, C.  C.  Camhreleng. 

From  New  Jersey, James  Parker. 

From  Pennsylvania, Henry  Jl.  Muhlenberg. 

From  Delaware, Jolin  J.  MiUigan, 

From  Maryland, Isaac  McKim. 

From  Virginia, William  S.  Archer. 

From  North  Carolina, Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina, Henry  L.  Pinckney. 

From  Georgia, James  M.  Wayne. 

From  Kentucky, Richard  M.  Johnson. 

From  Tennessee, John  Blair. 

From  Ohio, Elisha   Whittlesey. 

From  Louisiana, Philemon  Thomas. 

From  Indiana, John  Carr. 

From  Mississippi, Harry  Cage. 

From  Illinois!, Joseph  Duncan. 

From  Alabama, John  Muryhey. 

From  Missouri, William  H.  Jishley. 

Mr.  Archer  reported  a  hill  making  provision  for  the  families 
of  those  killed,  and  for  the  wounded  survivors  on  the  occasion 
of  firing  the  salute  at  Toulon. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  a  bill  providing  appropriations  for  carrying 
into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties — twice  read  and  commitled. 

Mr.  E.  Everett  submitted  a  resolution  which  was  agreed  to, 
distributing  the  copies  of  the  System  of  Penal  Law  for  the 
United  States,  by  Edward  Livingston. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary 
of  war  for  estimates  of  the  cost  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment for  which  surveys  have  been  made,  &c. 

The  bill  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  was 
taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  amended  and  passed,  ayes  145, 
nays  36. 

The  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  was 
read  the  third  time,  amended  and  passed. 
The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June '2,3.  Mr.  Poifc  moved  that  the  rule  by  which 
this  day  was  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  petitions,  &c.  should 
be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  regulating 
deposites  in  state  banks. 

This  motion  led  to  a  desultory  and  lengthened  discussion  as 
to  the  business  which  was  entitled  to  precedence;  it  being 
finally  negatived,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
being  the  presentaHon  of  memorials,  &c. 

Tiie  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Burgcs,  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  re- 
charter  of  the  bank,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business — 

Mr.  Pearce  replied  to  Mr.  B.  at  considerable  length,  contend- 
ing that  the  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Surges  did  not  truly 
express  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  state,  &c. 

Mr.  Burges  rejoined  with  great  severity  to  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague. 

The  controversy  was  at  length  ended  by  n  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevailed. 
The  house  then  took  up  the  harbor  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
appropriating  $29,000  for  surveys,  iivcluding  $7,000  for  arrears. 
Tuesday,  Jujic24.  The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter 
from  the  clerk  stating  that  he  had  performed  the  required  ser- 
vice of  arranging  and  making  a  digest  of  the  returns  of  state 
banks,  and  that  the  statement  was  now  ready  for  the  press. 


After  several  reports  upon  private  claiujs  had  been  made  and 
disposed  of, 

Mr.  G/aT/son  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  a  navy  yard  in  the  ciiy  of  Chaileston;  which  was  twice  read 
and  coiMiiiiLtcd. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  liill  from  the  senate  concerning  the  du- 
ties on  lead,  which  bill  was  coniniilted. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  uile,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

A  bill  to  construct  a  road  from  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
territory  of  Florida,  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola  in  said  terri- 
tory. 

A  bill  to  mark  and  open  a  road  from  Columbia  to  Little 
Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas. 

A  bill  for  the  survey  of  ceriain  rivers  and  roads,  and  for  the 
improvement  of  a  harbor  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

A  bill  amendaiory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  owners  of 
vessels  sunk  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore. 

A  bill  to  attach  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  norlh  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  granting  pensions  to  certain  French 
seamen  who  were  wounded,  and  to  the  families  of  those  who 
were  killed  in  the  salute  at  Toulon,  was  taken  up,  amended 
and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
slate  banks,  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  passed  and  sent  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence — yeas  112,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Adams  ohtain(;d  leave  to  make  a  report  from  the  select 
joint  conunitlee,  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  Lafayette, 
and  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  two  houses  have  received  with  the 
profonnde'sl  sensibility,  intelligence  of  the  death  of  general  La- 
fayette, the  friend  of  tlie  United  Slates,  the  fiiend  of  Washing- 
ton, and  the  friend  of  liberty. 

Sec.  2  And  he  it  further  resolved,  That  the  sacrifices  and 
efforts  of  this  illustrious  person,  in  the  cause  of  our  country, 
during  her  struggle  for  independence,  and  ihe  affectionate  in- 
terest which  he  has  at  all  times  manifested  for  the  success  of 
her  political  institutions,  claim  from  ihe  uovernmenl  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  an  expression  of  condolence  for  hid 
loss,  veneration  for  his  virtues, and  gratitude  for  his  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  retjuested  to  address,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  above  resolutions,  a  letter  to  George  Washington  Lafayette, 
and  the  other  members  of  his  family,  assuring  them  of  the  con- 
dolence of  this  whole  nation  in  their  irreparable  bereavement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  members  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress  will  wear  a  badge  of  mourning  for  thir- 
ty days,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  wear  a  similar  badge  for  the  same  period. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  resolved ,  That  the  halls  of  both  houses 
be  dressed  in  mourning  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

Sec".  6.  And  beit  further  resolved,  That  John  Quincy  Adams 
be  requested  to  deliver  an  oration  on  the  life  and  character  of 
general  Lafayette,  before  the  two  houses  of  congress,  at  the 
next  session. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  by  an  unanimous  vote. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  25.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  it  waa 
resolved,  th.it  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  after  to-day, 
the  house  should  assemble  for  the  d(!spateh  of  business,  at  10, 
A.  M.  and  take  a  recess  from  2  till  4  o'clock. 

The  s/ieafcer  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  report  of  the 
mint.  He  also  laid  before  the  house  a  statement  showing  the 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  embraced  in  the  Louisi- 
ana purchase,  and  the  expenditure  for  roads,  Indian  title,  set- 
tlement of  claims,  &c.  witiiin  the  said  purchase. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a  report  on  the  expediency  of  aiding  the 
sttite  of  Illinois  in  the  construction  of  a  steamboat  canal  from 
Michigaji  to  the  Illinois  river;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  a  report,  in  part,  on  the  subject  of  the  sa- 
laries of  public  officers,  and  Ihe  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 
congress — read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

He  also  made  a  report  recommending  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  sit  during  the  recess,  to  consider  what  retrench- 
ment could  be  made  in  the  several  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment— read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  reported  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  Friday  next,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commitlee  app<iinted  to 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  this  house  will  continue  its  consideration  for  each  suc- 
ceeding day  thereafter,  until  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  T/iomas  said  he  was  fully  sensible  it  is  now  too  late  to 
act  on  the  fifth  resolution  accompanying  the  majority  report; 
for  that  reason,  it  was  his  purpose  to  submit,  in  lieu  of  that  re- 
solution, one,  by  which  the  sergeant  at  arms  should  be  requir- 
ed to  notify  the  persons  who  have  defied  the  authority  of  this 
house,  to  appear  at  its  bar  on  a  day  to  be  named,  early  in  the 
next  session,  to  await  its  further  order. 

After  a  desultory  debate,  the  house  .igreed  to  consider  the  re- 
solution, by  a  vote  of  yeas  95,  nays  65;  whereupon 

Mr.  Wilde  moved  an  amendment  that  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  bank  committee  should  be  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
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whole, on  Fiiilay,  and  coiiliiiucd  from  day  to  day  until  disposed 
of. 

No  dficl^'iwii  was  had  upon  tho  resolution  or  ainendtnenl  up 
to  the  hour  of  |)iot('t;iliiiu  to  ihe  orders  of  the  day,  and  the 
lioii^e  aceordiii^ly  took  Ihciii  up. 

The  house,  in  coiiimitlee  ot  the  whole,  then  proceed(Ml  to 
consider  llie  Indian  hills,  ami  tieverally  look  tip  the  liiil  to  pro- 
vide for  tlu;  oriianizalion  of  liie  depailnienl  of  Indian  allairs; 
anti  llie  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  iiiinconrse  wiili  tin;  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  pcaee  on  the  frontier;!,  und  alter  being 
amended  were  laid  a>ide. 

The  house  itien  proeeeded  to  consider  the  hill  providing  for 
the  es-taltlis;hnient  of  ilie  western  territory,  and  for  the  secuiity 
and  protection  of  emigrant  ami  other  tribes  therein. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jldains  doubled  the  conslilulional  powers  of  con- 
gress in  the  premises. 

Mr.  H.  Everett  affirmed  their  existence. 

Tlie  cominitiee  then  rose  ami  reported  the  hills  and  amend- 
ments to  the  house;  when  the  amendment,  to  the  bill  orcanizinu 
a  department  of  Indian  allairs,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  a  tliird  readin;?. 

The  hill  to  regulate  tiade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fronlieis,  was  taken  up, 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  western  territory  being  taken  up, 
Mr.  Vinton  expressed  a  wish  to  postpont!  it  uiilil  next  ses- 
sion, it  being  an  importanl  bill,  highly  objectionable  in  its  de- 
tails, and  there  not  being  lime  to  consider  it  properly. 

Mr.  H.  Everett  replied  to  him.  He  said  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  had  been  submitted  to  the  Indians  themselves,  who  were 
anxious  for  its  passage. 

The  house  then  took  a  recess  until  half  past  4  o'clock. 

Evening  session. 
The  house  again  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  the  Western 
(Indian)  territory;  when 

Mr.  H.  Evciett,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  had  re- 
ported the  bill,  went  into  a  full  exposition  of  it,  explainuig  each 
section,  serinlim. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  explained  at  large  his  objections  to  the  bill, 
following  Mr.  Everett  in  his  analysis. 

An  animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messers.  Gilmer  and 
Wayne  supported  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Archer  and  Fillmore  op- 
posed it.     The  debate  was  finally  arrested  by  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 
The  bill  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  fourth  article  of  the  trea- 
cly of  the  eighth  of  January,  1821,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, so  far  as  relates  to  the  claims  of  Georgia  prior  to  1802, 
(Was  considered  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
i;      The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  Indian  annuities  bill 
was  concurred  in,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  26.  After  various  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  particular  bills — 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  which  being  debated, 
was  laid  aside. 

.  The  genera!  appropriation  bill  with  the  amendments  of  the 
senate,  was  then  taken  up,  and  all  the  amendments  agreed  to, 
except  one,  relative  to  the  compensation  of  Florida  judges, 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate, the  object  of  which  was  to  appropriate  .'I^Bo, 000  in  addition 
to  former  appropriation  bills,  for  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
house  of  representatives;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  house; 
when  the  amendments  to  the  bill  to  carry  into  etfect  certain  In- 
dian treaties,  were  concurred  in,  the  bill  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  tlie  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee  on  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  as  also  the  disagreement  to  the  senate's  amend- 
ment, for  the  pay  of  the  Fjorida  judges,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  house. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Polk  declined,  and  a  debate  ensued,  and  before  any  final 
action  was  taken  on  the  motion,  the  house  took  a  recess  until 
half  past  4  o'clock. 

THE  JAMESTOWN  JUBILEE. 

Norfolk, '25th  May. 
Agreeably  to  previous  announcement,  the  celebration  of  the 
27th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  jraliant  captain  Smith, 
with  the  first  colonists  of  Virginia,  at  Jamestown,  took  place 
on  the  spot  consecrated  by  that  event,  yesterday  the  24th  inst. 
I  under  the  direction  of  the  following  •.•enllemen  of  Williams- 
1  burgh:  hon.  Burwell  Bassett,  hon.  Richard  Coke,  Doct.  A.  D. 
Gait,  Dr.  T.  G.  Peachy,  professor  T.  R.  Dew,  and  col.  Robert 
McCandlish.  There  vvere,  it  is  estimated,  between  1,500  and 
2,000  persons  present,  (and  among  ihem  a  goodly  proportion  of 
the  fttir  daughters  of  Virginia),  congregated  from  distant  parts 
nf  the  state,  as  well  as  from  the  contiguous  counties,  to  enjoy 
the  scene  with  all  its  interesting  a^^sociations,  and  to  contem- 
plate with  pious  deliglit,  the  birth  place  of  their  venerated  and 
beloved  commonwealth.  Our  ancient  borough  contributed  a 
respectable  quota  of  visitors,  besides  its  handsome  new  rifle 
company,  to  do  honor  to  the  occasion:  about  100  it  is  believed, 
went  up  in  the  new  steamboat  Old  Dominion,  and  20  or  30  in 
the  Patrick  Henry.  Among  the  distinguished  visitors  who  at- 
tended at  the  special  invitation  of  the  committee,  were  the  hon. 


John  Tyler,  hon.  Geo.  Poindexter,  hon.  John  Tipton,  of  the  U. 
S.  senate,  and  gen.  Taylor,  of  Kentucky.  The  proceedings  of 
the  day  were  chastened  by  the  a|)propriate  solemnity  of  prayer, 
by  the  rev.  S.  K.  Kollock,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  at 
Norfolk,  and  enlivened  by  ilie  Mirilliiig  touches  of  impassioned 
Hoiiueiice  in  an  oration  by  Mr.  Morerm  iiowcrs,  of  Williams- 
burg, a  giaduate  of  William  and  Mary  college.  The  heart 
oveifiowiiig  with  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  sympathies  inspir- 
ed by  llie  occasion,  fell  no  regret  at  the  absence  of  all  display  of 
l>onip  and  [lageantry.  The  scene  was  one  allogetJier  for  the 
conleni|)lation  of  the  philosophic  mind. 

In  the  evening  llie  conimiltee  escorted  their  invited  guests  to 
Williamsburg,  where  they  terminuted  the  festivities  of  the  day 
with  a  splendid  suppctr. 

[Williamsburg  is  about  seven  miles  distant  from  Jamestown.] 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 
In  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  l^th  June,  on  the  (juestion 
upon  the  motion  that  R.  P.  Letcher  is  entitled  to  u  seat  in  that 
house  as  a  representative  front  Kentucky, 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Ileman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bar- 
ringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate, 
William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  W.  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deherry,  De- 
ming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  H. 
Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Gra- 
ham, Grayson,  Grennell,  GrilRii,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
James  Harper,  llazeltine.  Heath,  Ileister,  Jabez  W.  Hunting- 
ton, Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Kinnard,  Laporte, 
Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Marlindale,  Marshall,  McCarty, 
MeComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Millignn,  Moore,  Patton,  Pinck- 
ney.  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Win.  B.  Shepard, 
Augustus  II.  Siiepperd,Wm.  Slade,  Stoane,  Spangler,  Steele, 
Stewart,  Win.  P.Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tur- 
ner, Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmongh,  Wayne,  E.  D.  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  F.  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Young— 112. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
din.  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forrester,  Fow- 
ler, Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbrailh,  Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harjter,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton, Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Luke  Lea,  Tbos.  Lee,  Leavilt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah 
Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mclnlire,  McKay, 
McKiin,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  iMiller,  Henry  Mitchell, 
Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Sliinn,  Charles  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Staiidifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Win.  Taylor, 
Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tnrril,  Vanderpnel,  Van  Houten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White, 
Wise— 114. 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 
On  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  on  Friday  the  13/7i  inst.  ihe  re- 
solution from  the  senate  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  removing  the  deposites,  unsatisfactory  and 
insufficient. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Cofl^ee,  Connor,  Cramer, 
Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dnnlap,  Forrester,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Gillel,  Gilmer,  Jos.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Jos.  M.  Har- 
per, Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  Abel  Hunlingion,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B.Jones,  Kavanagh, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leavilt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lyile,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mclnlire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley, 
McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Peirson,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight, 
Slandifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 
Thomson,  Tnrrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Honlen,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White— 114. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Q.uincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bar- 
ringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate, 
William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dick- 
son, Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing, 
Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland, 
Gholson,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham, Grayson.  Grennell,  Griffin, 
H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeliine,  Heath,  Hies- 
ter,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lay.  Lew- 
is, Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McCoraas, 
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McKennan,  Mercer,  Millegan,  Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ram- 
eay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Wrn.  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele,  Stewart,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tur- 
ner,Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  E.  D,  White,  F.  W^hittlesey,  E. 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 101. 

Absent  on  taking  the  question  on  the  motioti  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  tiie  table — Messrs.  Bates,  of  Mass.;  Foot  and  Ells- 
worth, of  Conn.;  Lawrence,  of  New  York;  Watmough,  King 
and  Galbraith,  of  Fa.;  Mason,  Claiborne,  Lucas,  Stevenson, 
Davenport,  13eal  and  Taylor,  of  Va.:  Hall  and  W.  B.  Shepherd, 
of  N.  Carolina;  Wilde  and  Schley,  of  Georgia;  Manning,*  {vice 
Blair,  deceased)  and  McDuffie,  of  South  Carolina;  Amos  Davis, 
ofKy.;  Peyton,  of  Tenn.;  Crane,  of  Ohio;  Hannegan,  of  India- 
na, 24,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Teim.  the  speaker,  who  did  not  vote,  1 — 25 
— making  with  those  who  voted,  240,  ihe  whole  number,  one 
seat  not  having  been  filled  in  the  Kentucky  delegation. 

Messrs.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  and 
Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  had  resigned  their  seats,  the  first  elected 
governor  of  his  state,  the  second  mayor  of  New  York.  Messrs. 
Bates,  Davis,  of  Ky.  Watmough,  Claiborne,  and,  perhaps,  others 
were  confined  to  their  rooms  from  indisposition. 

The  vote  on  the  second  resolution,  directing  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  also  laid  on 
the  table — ayes  118,  noes  98. 

Messrs.  Coulter,  of  Pa.  Felder,  of  S.  C.  and  Gholson,  of  Va. 
who  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  1st  resolution  now  voted  in 
the  aflSrmative — Mr.  King,  of  Pa.  and  Mr.  Crane,  of  Ohio,  who 
did  not  vote  on  the  1st  I'esolution,  voted  in  the  negative  on  the 
2d.  Messrs.  Deming,  of  Vt.  and  Wilson,  of  Va.  who  voted  on 
the  1st  resolution  were  absent  on  the  second;  and  Mr.  Peyton, 
of  Tenn.  who  was  absent  on  the  first  vote,  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  the  second. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  FRANCE. 

IN    THE    SENATE,   JUNE    7. 

The  c&air  communicated  a  report  from  the  commissioners 
under  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with  France, 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  22d  ult.  showing 
a  list  of  all  the  claims  which  have  been  presented  to  them,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  claimed  by  the 
dieraorialists  in  each  case,  and  the  aggregate  amount,  arranged 
into  classes  those  which  have  been  recognised  as  falling  within 
the  treaty,  those  whicli  have  been  suspended,  and  those  which 
have  been  rejected. 

GENERAL   RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  list  marked  A,  comprehending  "claims  recognised 
as  within  the  treaty" — 

Principal,  17,065,917  36 

Interest,  24,574,920  99 

41,640,838  35 

Amount  of  list  marked  B,  compre- 


hending "claims  rejected"  by  the 
board — 

Principal, 

Interest, 

Amount  of  list  marked  C,  compre- 
hending "claims"  suspended — 
Principal, 
Interest, 


618,258  72 
1,001,579  12 


-1,619,837  84 


3,272,325  94 
5,301,168  02 


-8,573,493  96 


Total  amount  of  claims  presented, 
principal  and  interest,  $51,834,179  15 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Sprague  said  this  was  a  document  of  much  importance 
at  the  present  time,  especially  in  connection  with  the  recent 
refusal  of  the  French  chamber  of  deputies  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  efl^ect  the  late  treaty.  That  re- 
fusal, as  he  verily  believed,  had  been  occasioned  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  correspondence  of  our  late  minister  to  France,  Mr. 
Rives,  with  our  secretary  of  state.  Read  his  letter  of  July  8, 
1831,  transmitted  with  the  treaty.  You  will  find  there  very 
strong  representations  of  great  advantages  attained  by  that  trea- 
ty. I  should  not  be  disposed  to  censure  a  minister  for  present- 
ing the  offspring  of  his  labor  in  the  best  garb.  But  here  is  an 
exaggeration  which  transcends  all  bounds.  He  boasts  that  he 
had  obtained  from  France  a  sum  of  money  "amply  sufficient  to 
satisfy  all  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  of  every  description 
comprehended  within  the  scope  of  the  negotiation."  He  specifies 
and  depreciates  particular  clauses,  by  saying  that  Mr.  Gallatin 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  could  be  no  expeefalion 
that  indemnity  will  ever  be  obtained.  He  proceeds  to  under- 
value all  these  claims,  declaring  that  Crawford,  and  Gallatin, 
and  Brown,  his  predecessors,  in  letters  never  published,  but 
entrusted  to  him,  had  in  former  years  ^^re^arded  this  v;hole  sub- 
ject as  almost  entirely  hopeless;"  tlmt  the  difficulties  had  since 
increased;  that  they  had  been  "prosecuted  in  vain  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  a  large  portion  if  not  the  whole,  of  which  has 
been  considered  as  desperate."  And  tlien  repeats  that  he  had 
obtained  "a  sum  sufficient,  in  all  probability,  to  pay  every  cent 
justly  due,  and  nearly  treble  the  amount  pronounced  to  he  due 
by  the  commission  cFiarjjed  with  their  examination  here."  In 
the  amount  justly  due  is  included  principal  and  interest.  This 
is  apparent,  and  will  be  redered  still  more  clear  by  referring  to 
his  letter  of29ih  of  June,  1831.     Having  thus  obtained  from  the 

*Who  has  not  yet  taken  his  seat. 


French  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  every  cent  justly  due,  principal 
and  interest,  of  every  description  of  claim,  he  proceeds  to  boast 
that  he  induced  the  French  government  to  release  claims  against 
us,  by  our  paying  about  thirty  per  cent,  only— less  than  one- 
third  of  the  amount.  He  says  that  the  treaty  "extinguished 
claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  United  Stales,  to  the 
amount  of  near_/ii;e  million  of  francs,  by  a  stipulation  to  pav  a 
million  and  a  half  ." 

I  will  show  the  senate  directly  that  the  sentiments  niade  in 
this  letter  are  grossly  erroneous;  that  it  ought  never  to  have 
been  written,  but,  if  written,  most  assuredly  a  should  have  re- 
mained in  the  secret  recesses  of  the  state  department.  What 
are  we  to  think  of  an  administration  which  unnecessarily  gives 
publicity  to  such  a  communication;  which,  for  no  end  or  object 
of  public  interest,  but  only  for  self-glorificalion,  publishes  it  to 
the  world,  makes  it  known  to  the  French  minister  here,  and  to 
his  government  at  home.'  Can  it  be  doubted  that  that  publica- 
tion caused  the  refusal  of  the  French  chamber  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation? Their  debates  show  that  it  was  known  to  the 
members.  It  was  objected,  that  we  had  obtained  too  much: 
that  one  half  of  the  amount  stipulated  would  fully  indemnify 
our  citizens;  that  the  treaty  ought  not  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
because  it  was  unequal,  and  we  had  obtained  undue  advan- 
tages. Has  not  the  difficulty  which  has  occurred  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  wanton  and  unfounded  boasting  of  our  own  exe- 
cutive? I  say  unfounded;  and  the  document  just  read  abun- 
dantly proves  it.  What  is  the  sum  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 
Five  millions.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  claims  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  ad- 
judicate upon  them  under  the  treaty?  Fifty-one  millions  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  the 
board,  pursuant  to  rules  established  and  promulgated  before 
any  difficulty  was  anticipated,  have  actually  admitted  memo- 
rials as  prima  facia  good,  to  the  amount  of  forty-one  millions 
six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars;  of  which,  seventeen 
millions  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  is  principal,  and  twenty- 
four  millions  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  dollars, 
interest.  And  the  board  have  rejected  memorials  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  six  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  dollars;  of 
which,  six  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  dollars  is  principal, 
and  one  million  and  one  thousand  dollars  interest.  And  there 
have  been  suspended,  for  future  consideration,  and  future  ad- 
judication, memorials  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  five 
hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  three 
millions  two  hundred  and  seventy  two  thousand  dollars  is  prin- 
cipal, and  five  millions  three  hundred  and  one  thousand  dollars 
is  interest. 

If  these  suspended  cases  shall  be  allowed,  it  will  make  the 
amount  claimed  by  memorials,  admitted  and   accepted,  to  ex- 
ceed fifty   millions;  that  is,  ten   times   the  amount  of  the   in- 
demnity.    If  we   make  the  most  liberal  deductions,   and   cut 
down  the  amount  one-half,  still  it  will  be  five  times  the  amount 
provided  by  the  treaty,  and  our  merchants  will  receive  but 
twenty  per  cent.— one  fifth  part  of  their  just  due.    So  much 
for  our  own  claims.    And  now,  sir,  as  to  those  of  the  French. 
Mr.  Riv(,s,  by  the  publication  of  his  letters  to  the  administra- 
tion, makes  it  matter  of  boast,  that  we  are  released  from  claims 
nominally  amounting  to  n«ar  five  millions  of  francs,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  one  million  and  a  half.    But  Mr.  Rives  himself  admits 
that  he  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  of  the  claims,  except 
that  of  the  heirs  of  the  baron  Beaumarchais.    He  has  no  other 
than  the  mere  statement  of  the  French  minister  to  him.   Would    I 
any  public  minister  pay  a  single  dollar  upon  claims  of  which  he 
knew  nothing,  upon  which  he  had  no  instructions  or  informa- 
tion whatever?    Then  as  to  the  Beaumarchais  claim,  it  is  an    ! 
old  acquaintance  in  the  halls  of  congress,  and  has  there  been    | 
repeatedly  decided,  after  investigation,  to  be  utterly  unfounded! 
It  arose  from  a  transaction  during  our  revolution;  and  Mr.  Rives, 
in  stating  its  amount,  calculates  interest  from  that  time.     He 
states  the  claim  to  be  more  than  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
francs,  of  which  one  million  only  is  principal,  and  more  than 
two  and  a  half  millions  are  interest.    The  sum  which  he  stipu- 
lated to  pay  was  a  million  and  a  half  of  francs,  equal  to  the 
whole  principal,  and  fifty  per  cent,  more,  of  this  antiquated,  and 
often  rejected,  Beaumarchais  claim,  while  our  own  merchants 
will  not  receive  one  half,  if  they  do  one  third,  or  one-fourth,  of 
the  principal  of  their  just  claims,  without  interest.     Sir,  let  the 
administration   cease   to  boast  of   this   trumpeted   diplomatic 
achievement.    Let  them  acknowledge  the  plain  truth,  that,  for 
the  sake  of  a  final  adjust;nent,  they  have  sacrificed  the  just  and 
righteous  claims  of  our  merchants  to  an  immense  amount,  to  at 
least  tens  of  millions,  while  they  have  paid  France  liberally  for 
doubtful  pretensions.    Let  them  state  the  truth— that  the  treaty 
is  far  more  advantageous  to  France  than  to  the  United  States— 
and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  their  carrying  it  into  immediate 
effect.     They  will   then  be  tenacious  of  the  treaty,  and  the  re- 
lief it  affords  them  from  our  strong  and  irresistible  claims.     If 
this  treaty  is  not  executed,  our  niercliants  will  be  remitted  to 
their  original   rights,  and,  I  trust,  will  not,  unless  upon  some 
conjuncture  of  circumstances,  more  extraordinary  than  has  yet 
arisen,  ever  again   be  so  sacrificed,  and  cut  down  to  so  small  a 
fraction  of  their  honest,  well-founded  claims. 

This  treaty  does  not  do  justice  to  the  United  States  and  its 
citizens.  The  obtaining  it  is  no  matter  of  conaratulation  or 
self-satisfaction.  It  may  be  best  to  accept  and  acquiefce  in  it, 
as  a  matter  of  expediency,  rather  than  attempt  to  coerce  justice 
by  a  resort  to  a  war  of  commercial  rpculati()ns,or,  what  is  wor.se, 
a  war  of  arms.    But  it  should  be  known  and  understood  tlialit 
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is  only  upon  this  ground  of  expediency,  to  prevent  hostility,  to 
preserve  amicable  and  friendly  relations,  that  we  could  acqui- 
esce in  such  enormous  pecuniary  sacrifices  of  our  just  and  irre- 
sistible claims.  The  French  governm«;nt  should  be  disabused 
of  the  error  into  which  they  have  been  led;  they  should  be  given 
to  understand,  that,  instead  of  our  having  made  a  hard  and  over- 
reaching bargain,  we  have  made  even  extravagant  concessions, 
and  accepted  of  less  than  one-fourth  part  of  our  well  (bunded, 
clear  and  indisputable  demands.  Instead  of  reproaching  us  (or 
our  supposed  unfairness,  she  should  be  enabled  to  appreciate 
our  extraordinary  concessions  and  sacrifices. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MESSRS.   POLK  AND  ADAMS  AND  LYTLE. 

Extract  from  the  debatein  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Mr. 

.ddains^  motion  calling  for  information  concerning  the  deposite 

banks. 

Mr.  Polk  said  he  had  stated,  that  though  the  bank,  through  its 
organs  and  advocates,  at  the  early  periods  of  the  present  session 
of  congress,  when  we  were  appealed  to,  to  join  in  damning  and 
{lulling  down  the  chief  executive  magistrate,  had  lavished  un- 
measured praises  upon  us,  had  conceded  to  us  the  power  which 
this  house  afterwards  exercised,  and  had  professed  a  willing- 
ness to  yield  obedience  to  our  decision  upon  the  great  question 
which  has  occupied  so  much  of  our  time,  that  yet  when  this 
house  had  condemned  the  bank,  and  sustained  the  president, 
we  had  shared  in  its  denunciation.  This  he  happened  to  have 
it  in  his  po.ver  very  briefly  to  shew.  A  paper  had  this  moment 
been  handed  to  him,  by  a  gentleman  near  him,  which  he  hud 
read  some  days  ago.  That  paper,  (the  National  Gazette),  con- 
tained an  article  purporting  to  be  editorial,  but  which  bore  on 
its  face  evidence  that  it  was  the  senii-ofRcial,  indeed  it  might 
be  regarded  as  the  oflicial,  expose,  issuing  from  the  bank  itself — 
because  it  contained  an  extract  of  what  purported  to  be  a  pri- 
vate letter,  addressed  by  a  private  citizen,  to  the  bank,  and 
which  could  have  been  procured  from  no  other  source  but  the 
bank  itself.  From  that  expose  he  begged  to  read  a  paragraph 
or  two,  to  show  its  general  tone,  and  particularly  what  was 
said  of  this  house.  He  would  only  further  state,  that  it  appears 
in  the  paper  of  the  3d  of  June,  and  after  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  was  made  to  this  house.  Mr.  P.  here 
read  from  this  expose  as  follows,  viz: 

"The  house,  it  cannot  be  dissembled,  has  lost  much  of  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  and  has  lost  it  by  inattention  to  its 
own  character.  7'Aej/  have  been  much  too  servile — have  permitted 
themselves  to  be  the  dupes  of  political  jugglers.  It  is  a  fact,  per- 
fectly notorious,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  house,  outside 
of  the  bar,  acknowledged  the  improper  conduct  of  the  exe- 
cutive— yet  step  forward  a  few  f«et,  and  vole  to  support  the 
very  measures  they  disapprove.  The  house  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  such  conduct;  there  are  really  many  honest  and  well  meaning 
men  in  that  body,  and  they  ought  to  revolt  at  the  humiliation  to 
which  the  kitchen  cabinet  subjects  them.  The  present  feeling 
of  the  country  toward  the  house  is  one  of  surprise  and  pity. 
Surprise  that  a  popular  body  should  seem  so  indifferent  to  po- 
pular rights;  and  pity  that  it  should  suffer  the  control  of  these 
political  jugglers.  If  hereafter,  that  body  should  be  despised,  it 
will  only  be  because  it  hath  made  itself  despicable.  If  it  be  treated 
with  contempt,  it  will  be  because  it  is  contemptible.''^ 

Again  he  said,  this  bank  expose,  (for  he  held  himself  justified 
in  supposing  that  it  had  the  sanction  of  the  bank,  for  garbled 
extracts  of  the  private  correspondence  of  the  bank,  formed  a 
part  of  it),  held  the  following  language,  which  he  read,  viz: 

"The  great  contest  now  waging  in  this  country  is  between  its? 
free  institutions  and  the  violence  of  a  vulgar  despotism.  The 
government  is  turned  into  a  baneful  faction,  and  the  spirit  of 
liberty  contends  against  it  throughout  the  country.  On  the  one 
hand,  is  this  n-.iserable  cabal,  with  all  the  patronage  of  the  exe- 
cutive; on  the  other,  the  yet  unbroken  mind  and  heart  of  the 
country,  with  the  senate  and  the  bank;  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, hitherto  the  instinctive  champion  of  freedom,  shaken  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  kitchen,  hesitates  for  a  time,  but  cannot  fail 
before  long,  to  break  its  own  fetters  first,  and  then  those  of  the 
country.  In  that  quarrel,  we  predict,  they  who  administer  the 
bank  will  shrink  from  no  proper  share  which  the  country  may 
assign  to  them;  personally  they  must  be  as  indifferent  as  any  of 
their  fellow  citizens  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  But  they  will 
not  suffer  themselves,  nor  the  institution  intrusted  to  them,  to  be 
the  inslrinnent  of  private  wrong  and  public  outrage — nor  will  they 
omit  any  effort  to  rescue  the  institutions  of  the  country  from  being 
trodden  underfoot  by  a  faction  of  interlopers.'" 

In  the  same  paper,  the  inquiries  made  by  the  committee  of 
investigation  are  denounced  as  a  "mass  of  arrogance,''  because 
they  had  called  for  certain  correspondence  with  the  bank,  which 
the  bank  refused  to  furnish.  The  bank,  he  said,  in  this  paper, 
which  was  evidently  prepared  under  its  own  direction,  defied 
and  insulted  the  house  of  tepresentatives.  After  setting  itself 
up  in  opposition  to  the  government,  assuming  to  construe  the 
powers  of  the  executive,  and  to  dispute  what  authority  he  should 
and  should  not  exercise,  it  now  abuses  and  denounces  this 
house. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  here  interrupted  Mr.  Polk,  and  called  on  the 
member  from  Tennessee  to  state  the  evidence  upon  which  he 
made  these  charges. 

Mr.  Polk  held  it  in  his  hand.  It  is,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
what  purports  to  be  editorial,  but  comes  to  the  public  under  the 
sanction  of  the  bank;  if  it  was  not  written,  as  he  believed  it 
was,  by  the  direction  of  the  bank  itself.    The  paper  furnishes 


intrinsic  evidence  of  its  authorship,  for  it  contains  a  letter  whiCg 
could  not  have  been  procured  but  from  the  bank.     Yes,  sir,  tb_ 
bank,  which  was  so  scrupulous  in  regard  to  private  correspon 
dence,  has  not  hesitated  to  avail  itsi^lf  of  a  private  letter,  with 
a  view  to  assail  members  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Adams  begged  to  know  what  proof  he  had  of  this.' 

Mr.  Polk.  1'he  proof  is  on  the  (ace  of  it;  it  bears  internal 
evidence  that  it  must  have  come  from  the  bank,  tie  found  in 
it.  as  he  had  already  stated,  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  bank  by  a  private  citizen,  and  which  could  not  find  iit*  way 
into  this,  the  bank's  known  organ  in  Philadelphia,  (the  Nation- 
al Gazette),  without  the  knowledge  or  connivance  ol  the  bank, 
or,  indeed,  without  having  been  turnished  by  the  bank.  This 
is  a  private  letter  addressed  to  the  bank  by  a  private  individual 
on  his  private  afi^airs,  and  we  thus,  notwitiistanding  the  bank's 
objection  to  disclose  to  a  committee  of  the  house,  when  called 
upon  for  that  purpose,  the  correspondence  called  for  touching 
its  "fair  business  transactions,"  nevertheless  does  not  hesitate 
to  blazon  forth,  under  such  circumstances,  a  garbled  extract,  of 
what  should,  by  its  professions,  be  held  sacred,  for  the  base 
purpose,  he  must  conclude,  of  blasting  the  character,  or  affect- 
ing the  reputation  of  a  member  of  the  committee.  He  would 
now  read  on,  to  show  the  character  of  this  immaculate  institu- 
tion. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  some  other  extracts.] 

After  he  concluded — 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  rose  to  remark,  that,  as  the  member  from 
Tennessee  had  spoken  of  a  letter  to  the  bank  in  the  article,  he 
would  therefore  be  so  good  as  to  read  it. 

Mr.  PoZ/c  declined,  saying,  "the  gentleman  can  have  it,  and 
read  it  for  himself,  if  he  desires  to  do  so." 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams.  The  honorable  member  stated  that  his  au- 
thority for  making  this  charge  was  proved  by  a  fact  in  the  paper 
he  read.  This  fact  was  in  a  letter  to  the  bank.  I  ask  him  lo 
read  its  contents. 

Mr.  Polk  could  not  feel  that  he  was  called  upon  by  any  rule 
of  courtesy  or  propriety  to  read,  for  the  amusement  or  edifica- 
tion of  the  gentleman,  any  thing  which  did  not  pertain  to  his 
argument.  The  gentleman  can  read  the  "letter  himself,  if  he 
pleases.  I  choose  to  proceed  with  my  remarks,  in  proper  tem- 
per, I  hope,  having  read  enough  of  this  bank  bulletin.  Right  or 
wrong,  sir,  continued  Mr.  Polk,  whatever  the  bank  does,  the 
board  of  directors  assert  the  legal  right  to  do  what  has  been 
done.  As  an  answer  to  my  objection  to  the  course  of  the  bank^ 
it  is  said  that  the  board  of  directors  approve  it. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams.     Oh!  pray  read  on. 

Mr.  PoiA;  said,  he  would  proceed  with  his  remarks.  He  had 
read  thus  much  to  shew  the  arrogance  of  its  tone,  and  that  all 
who  did  not  fall  down  and  worship  this  aristocracy  of  money, 
fell  under  its  anathemas  and  denunciations. 

The  following  are  the  paragraphs  from  the  articJe  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Polk,  which  Mr.  Adams  was  so  desirous  that  he  should 
read — well  knowing  that,  if  read,  they  would  place  Mr.  Lytle  in 
a  rather  uncomfortable  condition,  as  Mr.  Polk  also  well  knew: 
for  as  Mr.  L.  could  not  deny  the  verity  of  the  extract  from  his 
brother's  letter,  he  would  be  placed  in  the  painful  condition  of 
having  it  believed  llml^a  Lytle,"  as  amember  of  congress, would 
avenge  the  injuries  supposed  to  have  been  inflicted  on  another 
^'Lytle,"  as  a  private  man. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

Speaking  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs 
of  the  banK,  the  Gazette  of  June  3,  says — 

"This  Mr.  Lytle,  besides,  has  at  this  moment  a  claim  for  a 
large  sum  of  money  now  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
bank.  The  claim  has  been  twice  rejected.  It  was  lately  broughi 
for  the  third  time — accompanied  by  a  persuasive  threat  that  if 
it  were  not  granted,  the  bank  should  be  afflicted  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  applicant. 

In  his  letter  to  the  bank  renewing  the  claim,  the  brother  Oif 
and  joint  claimant  with  this  Mr.  Lytle  foreshadows  the  wratls 
of  this  committee  in  the  following  remarkably  insinuating  man- 
ner: 

'You  will  find  that  a  Lytic,  and  the  son  too,  of  the  man  wh© 
has  been  so  cruelly  Irenled,  will  represent  this  district  in  the  next 
congress,  and  that  an  influence  in  this  city  can  be  successfully 
exerted,  not  only  in  this  slate  but  also  in  Indiana,  at  the  next 
election.  You  will  find  that  a  promise  made  lo  you  in  1823  will 
be  religiously  and  pertinaciously  adhered  to,  so  long  as  a  father's 
injuries  are  unredressed.  I  do  not  say  this  as  a  ^/irea^  I  mere- 
ly renew  a  promise,  unless  justice  is  done,  and  all  we  ask  is 
justice. 

'I  am  well  satisfied  that  it  will  contribute  to  our  interest  to 
have  the  bank  rechartered  with  suitable  modifications.  But  if 
justice  is  not  meted  out  to  us,  I  pledge  my  word  as  a  citizen,  and 
my  honor  as  a  man,  that  those  who  have  the  management  of  the 
bank  will  regret  it,  and  should  we  meet  again  in  after  years,  yoa 
will  admit  that  my  word  has  been  redeemed.'" 

On  which  the  "Globe"  said — 

"The  peculiar  wrath  of  the  bank  president  is  made  to  fall  on 
the  eloquent  and  talented  Mr.  Lytle.  In  reference  to  this  gen- 
tleman, <Ae  sacrcrfness  of  private  correspondence  is  utterly  for- 
gotten, and  the  very  men  who  refused  to  exhibit  their  corres- 
pondence confidentially  to  a  committee  of  the  house,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  honor  of  that  house,  do  not  hesitate 
to  publish  in  the  newspapers  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lytle's  brother,  as  a  means  of  assailing  the  honor  of  one  of  its 
membersll"^ 
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And  the  ''Gazette"  rejoins — 

"The  Globe  denounces  it  as  insufferable  Inconsistency  and 
audacity  in  tlie  bank  to  allow  an  extract  of  a  letter  troin  Mr. 
Lytle's  brother  to  be  piiblislicd  after  it  liad  refused  to  exiiibit 
all  its  correspondence  to  ilie  committee.  To  this  we  may  re- 
ply that  the  bank  refused  what  the  committee  had  no  right  to 
ask,  and  what  was  meant  to  be  mischievously  used,  and  grant- 
ed to  us  what  it  had  a  right  to  grant,  a  paper,  not  confidonlial 
nor  even  private,  written  by  a  cliumaiit,  and  placed  on  llie 
common  files  of  tiie  institution,  and  yielded  us  for  a  purpose 
just  and  salutary.  Mr.  Lytle  provoked  and  warranted  the  pub 
licatioa  of  the  extract  by  ihe  part  wliich  he  took  in  the  errand 
of  the  committee,  and  both  his  previous  and  subsequent  decla- 
mations ill  the  liouse  and  elsewhere." 

— "rt-0  @  8>""  ■ 

REJECTION  OF  MR.  STEVENSON  AS  MINISTER  TO 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  June  26. 

During  the  present  arduous  session  of  congress,  the  senate 
has  had  many  highly  responsible  duties  to  pertorm.  It  has  stood 
alone,  the  sole  barrier  to  the  alarming  progress  and  pretensions 
of  executive  power.  If  it  has  drawn  down  upon  itself  execu- 
tive vengeance,  it  has  ample  consolation  in  the  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  people,  which  its  faithful  and  fearless  dis- 
charge of  its  important  duties  has  conciliated.  No  part  of  those 
duties  is  probably  more  offensive  to  the  executive,  nor  more 
painful  to  the  senate,  than  that  in  which  it  occasionally  finds  it- 
self obliged  to  withhold  its  advice  and  consent  to  nominations 
made  by  the  president.  The  intent  and  design  of  the  constitution 
clearly  were,  whilst  it  left  him  free  to  exercise  his  uncor.iriill<d 
judgment  in  official  nominations,  to  leave  the  senate  equally 
free  and  independent  in  deciding  whether  its  advice  and  con- 
sent, in  any  particular  ca?^e,  ought  to  be  given  or  withheld. 
The  present  chief  magistrate  has  thought  proper  to  proscribi;  all 
that  large  and  respectable  portion  of  iiis- fellow  citizens  wiio 
believed  it  their  duty  not  to  cr)ncur  in  his  elevation,  and  to  con- 
fine his  appointments  to  the  circle  of  his  supporters.  The  se- 
nate might  have  refused  to  lend  itself  to  ttie  enforcement  of 
such  an  intolerant  and  exckHive  rule;  but  it  has  not.  It  has 
never  rejected  any  nomination  upon  the  mere  ground  ot  party 
predeliction.  It  has  only  expected  that,  in  selecting  individuals 
for  public  trust  and  employment,  from  among  his  own  sup- 
porters, the  president  would  present  to  its  consideration  such 
names  as  it  could  conscientiously  approve. 

Public  speculation  has  been  active  in  respect  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  liis 
rejection,  which  has  taken  place,  was  not  unexpected.  The 
injunction  of  secrecy  is  now  removed,  to  a  certain  extent;  and 
enough  is  disclosed  to  convince  the  public  that,  if  there  had 
been  a  contrary  decision,  just  ground  of  complaint  and  surprise 
would  have  existed.  The  senate  felt  a  reluctance  to  refu'^e  its 
concurrence  to  the  nomination  for  the  British  mission,  which 
lias  been  so  long  vacant.  Of  all  foreign  powers,  there  is  not 
one  with  which  our  relations  of  commerce,  of  navigation,  and 
of  territory,  are  so  intimate  as  Great  Britain.  Such  is  their  va- 
riety, extent  and  importance,  that  tiiere  is  not  a  year,  nor  a 
day  of  any  year,  when  there  is  not  pending  at  the  couit  of  St. 
James  some  transaction  demanding  the  [)resence  of  a  minister 
of  the  first  grade.  It  is  more  than  two  years  since  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  were  represented  in  England  by  sucdi  a 
minister.  Why  this  delay.'  If,  as  the  president  has  asserted, 
negotiations  were  broken  off  in  consequence  of  the  return  of 
Mr.  Van  Burcn,  sent  out  without  the  previous  consent  and 
advice  of  the  senate,  why  have  they  been  allowed  so  long  to 
Plumber?  Why  have  the  afl^airs  of  the  United  States,  for  more 
than  two  years  past,  been  confided  to  the  inexpt'rienced  hand?; 
of  a  young  man  v.'ho,  a  short  time  ago,  was,  (no  di>parageTnent 
to  his  personal  merit),  a  subordinate  clerk  in  the  department  of 
state.'  [t  is  scarctily  credible  that  a  vovv  of  sending  no  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Van  Burcn,  imputed  to  the  pivsid^nt  at  the  period  of 
his  rejection,  has  been  observed  by  him  until  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  break  it  by  Great  Britain  insi>liiig  that  the  two  conn 
tries  should  be  reciprocally  rcpresenttid  by  diplomatic  agents  of 
equal  grade.  It  will  be  scr.n,  in  the  sequel,  that  tlie  mysterious 
veil  is  partially  removi'd  by  the  disclosure  that,  for  njiwards  of 
^  fifteen  months  past,  tiu!  mission  to  En^jland  has  been  kept  in 
abeyance,  for  (he  benefit  of  Mr.  Speaker  Slevcnton. 

It  is  well  known  that  som<!  senators,  who  couipose  the  ma- 
jority of  the.scmate,  without  laying  down  any  inflnxibh^  rule  of 
exclusion,  as  to  the  appointment  of  members  i»f  eoncrcss  to  ilis- 
tinguished  siatiou;>,  in  ordinary  times,  believe  thai  the  present 
chief  magistrate  has  pushed  his  patronage  to  an  (!xtreme  limit 
in  the  halls  of  congres-i.  In  the  short  space;  of  abrxit  i]vt'.  years, 
offices  have  been  lieslowed  upon  those  who  were  members  of 
congress  at  the  respective  periods  of  their  appointment,  or 
within  one  year  i)ri^eediiig,  to  the  extraordinary  number  of  thir- 
teen senator-j,  and  twenty  iiv(!  memliers  of  tlie  hou~e  of  re- 
presentatives.*■■     This  number  exceeds  that,  which  was  ever  ap 

. . ~~ — . « . 

*A  FM'OINTMKNTS    BY    GEN.    JA(nCSOV. 

Sf.nators  -Willinm  Findlav,  Martin  Van  l>uren,  John  II. 
Eaton,  John  Brniicli,  John  MePi,(;r.~ori  Berrien.  Uoni-  Mel.ane, 
Joliu  Chandler,  Thofuaf*  11.  Wdliam-,  Diivid  J.  Bnker,  Edward 
Livingston,  Levi  Woodbury,  Mahlon  Dickerson,  Powhatan  El- 
lis—13. 

RprRF;sr,NTi,TiVKS— Jolin  W.  C.imi>b»II,  Francis  Baylies,  Bo- 
bert  S.  Garnttt,  George  W.  Ciunip,  F'..  F.  Tattnall,  John  Find- 


pointed  under  any  prior  administration  of  eight  years.  Nay, 
more;  it  is  believed  to  be  about  equal  to  the  number  ever  ap- 
pointed by  all  the  presidents  together  who  preceded  general 
Jackson.  The  offices  which  he  lias  thu^  conferred  on  mem- 
bers of  congress  embrace  every  description  of  trust  from  a  se- 
cretary of  state  down  to  a  collector  of  the  costoms,  a  deputy 
postmaster,  and  a  clerk  at  Washington.  And  this  profuse  exer- 
cise of  his  patronage  has  been,  after  a  deliberate  condemnation 
of  the  practice  tnade  by  him  when  out  of  power,  to  the  l(gi.-*Ia- 
ture  of  his  own  slate,  on  the  7lh  of  October,  182.5,  (m  the  menio- 
rable  occasion  of  resigning  his  seat  as  a  senator  of  the  U.  Stales, 
when  he  explicitly  declared  that,  if  "important  a|)pointment3 
continue  to  devolve  on  the  representatives  in  congress,  it  re- 
quires no  depth  of  thought  to  be  convinced  that  corrujition  will 
become  the  order  of  the  day;  and  that,  under  the  garb  of  con- 
scientious sacrifices  to  establish  precedents  for  the  public  good, 
evils  of  serious  ini{)ortance  to  the  freedom  and  prospcrily  ollhe 
republic  may  arise.  It  is  through  this  channel  that  the  people 
may  expect  to  be  attacked  in  their  constitutional  sovereignly, 
and  where  tranny  may  be  np()rehended  to  spring  up  in  sinne 
favorable  emergency."  Without  meaning  to  impute  to  the  pre- 
sident any  settled  design  to  overliirow  or  jeopard  Ihe  libertieg 
of  his  country,  it  must  be  admitted  that  those  predictions  are  of 
easiest  fulfilment  which  are  made  by  persons  [lossessing  means 
to  accompli:;!!  them.  It  is  true  that  the  observations  of  general 
Jackson,  just  quoted,  were  made  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  a 
prohibitory  amendment  of  the  constitution.  But.  if  the  prac- 
tice of  appointing  members  of  congress  were  fraugiit  with  such 
danger,  in  his  judgment,  as  to  require  a  solemn  interdiction  to 
be  enarafted  on  the  constitution,  sur(dy  he  cou  Id,  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  duties  of  president,  conform  to  a  rule  so  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  without 
waiting  for  the  tardy  and  uncertain  process  of  amendmentj 
Washington  entertained  lli(^  helief  that  no  man  ought  to  serve 
in  the  office  of  president  beyond  two  terms;  and,  by  voluntarily 
conforminii  to  that  rule,  he  has  practically  remt^died  a  defect  in 
the  constilutiiin,  and  given  an  iliusirimis  exanqjle  of  moderation 
and  forbearance,  fiom  which  no  one  of  his  successors  has  hither- 
to ventured  to  depart. 

But  without  availing  itself  of  these  general  considerations,  tho 
senate  found,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  (he  case  of  the 
ex-speaker  irresistible  reasons  for  the  reijection  of  his  nomina- 
tion. It  was  confidently  believed,  in  the  circles  here  and  else- 
where, for  more  than  twelve  months  past,  that  he  was  desig- 
nated for  the  British  mission.  No  one  doubted  it.  It  is  even 
known  that  his  reliance  upon  obtaining  the  appointment  was 
so  very  strong,  thai  he  staled,  during  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, ihal  he  would  never  again  be  a  candidate  for  the  speaker's 
chair.  What  must  the  astonishment  of  the  public  be  when  it 
learns  that  Mr.  Stevenson,  since  March,  1833,  has  had  in  his 
possession  an  official  assurance  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
written  confidenliully,  on  the  loth  of  that  month,  wiih  the  ex- 
press authority  of  the  president,  that  he  was  to  be  appointed  to 
the  British  mission,  and  requesting  him  to  hold  himself  in  rea- 
diness to  proceed  on  it,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer! 
The  delay  in  filling  the  mission  now  stands  in  part  explained. 
Whether  he  had  any  previous  verbal  assurances  is  not  known. 
This  official  assurance  he  held,  when,  in  April  1833,  he  was  a 
candidate  to  represent  in  the  house  of  representatives  the  dis- 
trict embracing  the  metropolis  of  Virginia;  when,  in  December 
of  last  year,  he  was  a  candidate,  contrary  to  his  prior  declara- 
tion, for  the  speaker's  chair;  and,  when  the  bill  passed  the 
hoase  of  representatives  making  an  appropriation  (whilst  he 
was  in  the  chair)  of  an  outfit  for  himself  of  $9,000,  with  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $9,00'  more.  If  the  fact  of  his  holding  such  a 
document  had  not  been  suppressed,  would  the  people  of  his 
district  have  elected  him  to  represent  them?  If  it  had  been 
known  to  the  house  that  he  possessed  a  title  to  the  British  mis- 
sion, equivalent  to  a  commission,  would  he  have  been  elected 
sp(iaker?  The  fact  was  confidentially  concealed  from  all  but 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  late  speaker  himself,  the 
department  of  state,  and  such  as  received  the  secret  from 
them. 

To  explain  this  suspicious  transaction,  the  message  of  the 
president,  accompanying  Mr.  Ijivingston's  letter,  slates  that  the 
contingency  of  Great  Britain  consenting  to  open  a  nejiotiation 
in  London,  which  was  expected,  did  not  arise,  but  that  it  was, 
on  the  contrary,  commenced  at  Washington.  No  such  contin- 
gency is  contained  in  Mr.  Livingston's  official  hitter.  The  ap- 
pointment is  oftercd  unconditionally,  and,  as  in  such  cases  is 
customary,  Mr.  St(  vonsoii  i*  notified  when  he  is  expected  to  do- 
part;  that  is,  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  received  from  England, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer.  But  what  were  the 
negotiations?  Were  they  those  broken  o!f  by  Mr.  Van  Boron's 
return?  Arc  they  now  expected  to  be  open  in  London?  Is 
there  any  motive,  now  existing,  for  sending  a  minister  to  Eng- 
land, which  did  not  exist  duririir  the  last  summei?  To  do  away 
the  effect  of  the  letter  of  Mr  liiviuKston,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rit- 
chie, editor  ot  the  Kichmond  Eiuiuirer.  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
VV.  B.  Lewis,  auditor,  &.e.  conlainini;  extracts  fiom  two  letters 
to  him,  addressed   by  Mr.  Ritchie,  were,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 

hu',  S.unnel  D.  Imjham,  Groiire  W.  Owen,  Thomas  P.  i\Toore, 
William  C.  Rives,  Sr.lali  B.  Hobbie,  Jeromus  Johnson.  John  G. 
Slower,  John  Randolph,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  James  VV.  Biplcy, 
John  Biddle,  Thomas  Irwin,  James  Buoh.in^ui,  Charles  G.  De 
Witt,  Hector  Craig,  Nicholas  D.  Coleman,  Joseph  Hainmons, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Aiylrew  Stevens<m,  John  Anderson— 25. 
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Slevenson,  presented  to  the  senate.    It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Ritchie's  two  letters,  instead  of  extracts, 
were  Jiot  produced,  and  that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis  to  Mr. 
Ritchie  was  also  withheld.     The  production  ot  the  entire  cor- 
respondence would  turther  elucidate  tins  niyslcnous  allair;  and 
il  is  to  be  hoped  that  llie  parlies  will  yd  txhibil  it  lo  the  public. 
Mr.  Stevenison  does  not  a[)pear  to  have  returned  any  answer  to 
Mr.  Livingston's  coinninnication.     In  lieu  ot  such  an  answer, 
with  his  approbarion,  Mr.  Rilcliie  addressed  a  huier  to   Mr. 
Lewis,  <o  be  laid  bejore  the  president,  in  which,  alter  lauding  the 
president  ^  the  skies,  he  suggests  ilie  conslituiional  scruples 
which  prevail  in   Virginia,  with  respect  lo  sending  ministers 
abroad,  without  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  senate;  and 
expresses  a  wish  that  it  may  not  be  done.     What  c-pecial  consi- 
derations were  urged  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  lor  the  postponement  ot 
Mr.  Stevenson's  case,  at  all  events,  nnlil  the  assembling  of  the 
senate,  do  not  appear,  and  will  not  appear,  wiihuut  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  whole  of  his  letter.     Mr.  Ritchie's  interlerent.'e  lo  ar- 
rest an  unconstiuuional  practice  of  the  president,  was  not  en- 
tirely successful.     Mr.  Livingston  was  sent  to  France,  in  s[)ite 
of  it,  in  the  recess  of  the  senate.     But,  then,  the  main  part  of 
Mr.  Ritchie's  negotiation,  the  postponement  of  Mr.  Stcvonson's 
appointment,  did  succeed. — Whalever  was  the  degree  of  urgen- 
cy lor  the  departure  of  an  American  minister  to  the  English 
court,  it  was  made  to  yield  lo  the  piivate  wishes  of  Mr.  Sleven- 
son, conveyed  llirough  the  impo&ing  organ  of  an  editor  of  a 
leading  newspaper. 
,,     There  is  no  color  for  the  pretence  that  the  promise,  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Livingston,  was  not,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  of  congress,  a  subsisting  and  binding  en- 
gagement.    It  was  kept  alive  and  continued  llirough  the  agency 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Lewis.     The  president 
could  have  nominated  no  other  gentleman  than  Mr.  Stevenson, 
after  the  letter  of  Mr.  Livingston,  without  violating  his  own  as- 
surance.    And  the  fact  of  his  nominating  Mr.  Stevenson  is  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  sense  which  he  himself  entertained  of  his 
obligation.    If  Mr.  Stevenson  really  wished  to  recall  the  presi- 
dent to  a  constitutional   practiea,  in  conformity  with  the  doc- 
trines of  Virginia,  why  did  he  not  promptly  decline  the  profior- 
ed  appointment  upon  that  ground?    If  he  did  not  desire  the  ap- 
pointment lo  be  kept  back  for  his  subsequent  acceptance,  why 
did  he  employ  the  influential  agency  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie.' 
We  know  that  the  president  did  not  share  his  constitutional 
scruples;  why,  tiierefore,  did  he  desire  the  unexampled  delay, 
in  sending  a  minister  to  England,  to  be  further  prolonged.'' 

And  what  were  the  motives  which  induced  the  president  not 
only  to  postpone  the  nomination  until  the  commencement  of 
congress,  but  until  after  nearly  six  months  had  passed  away  of, 
perhaps,  the  most  eventful  session  which  has  ever  been  held 
under  the  present  constitution.'  Until  all  the  committees  were 
appointed  who  were  charged  with  an  investigation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  executive,  and  a  majority  was  actually  secured,  in 
the  house,  to  approve  that  particular  measure  which  presents 
the  alternative  of  a  subversion  of  the  constitution,  or  a  subver- 
sion of  the  Jackson  party?  It  is  difficult  to  search  into  the  mo- 
tives of  men.  But  there  is  no  hazard  in  asserting  that  the  pre- 
sident was  not  indilferent  to  the  success  of  that  leading  mea- 
sure of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  the  responsibility  of 
which  he  himself  assumed,  as  he  has  prociaimed  to  the  nation. 
Nor  that  Mr.  Speaker  Slevenson,  whilst  administering  the  du- 
ties of  the  chair,  could  not  be  unmindful  of  the  very  great  obli- 
gation under  which  the  president  had  placed  him. 

Whether  the  speaker  yielded  to  the  influence  of  the  tempta 
tion,  and  fulfilled  expectations  which  were  probably  entertain- 
ed by  the  president,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  inquire.  The 
acquisition  of  a  splendid  mission  was  within  his  grasp,  in  the 
contingency  of  his  promoting  the  president's  views,  as  the  cer- 
tain loss  of  it  was  the  inevitable  consequence  of  his  placing 
himself  in  an  attitude  of  opposing  them.  It  is  perfectly  notori- 
ous that,  by  his  adherence  to  particular  executive  measures,  he 
has  separated  himself  from  the  people  of  his  district,  and  the 
legislature  of  his  state.  It  is  also  well  known  that,  in  the  cast 
of  certain  important  committees,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  or- 
dinary duties  of  presid  ng  officer  of  the  house,  he  has  excited 
much  dissatisfaction;  so  much,  that,  although  it  is  upwards  of 
three  weeks  since  he  resigned  the  chair,  the  house  has  not 
adopted  the  customary  vote  of  thanks. 

An  example  of  a  more  direct,  daring,  and  dangerous  influence 
brought  to  bear,  in  a  critical  period,  by  the  president,  upon  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  house  of  representatives,  cannot  well  be 
imagined.  And  if  the  senate  had  confirmed  the  appointineiit 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  all  farther  resistance  to  the  appointment  of 
raemhers  of  congressj  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  vain 
and  useless. 

The  whole  proceedings  of  the  senate,  so  far  as  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  has  been  removed,  are  now  submitted  to  the  public, 
which  will  draw  its  own  conckwions. 

EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS  IN  SENATE. 
Journal  of  execntive  j>rQceediiigs  of  the  senate  on  the  nomination 
of  Andrew  Steocnson  as  minister  to  Great  Britain. 
Thursday,  May  22,  1834.     The   following   messagt?   was   re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son,  his  secretary: 

Washington,  May  0.0,  183".. 
I  nominate  to  the  senate  Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  lo 
be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoientiary  lo  Great 
Britain.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 


The  message  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations. 

Thursday,  June  12,  18.34.  Mr.  Wilkins,  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  mmiination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson  contained  in  the  message  of  the  2*2d  May, 
reported. 

Mr.  C7rzy  submitted  the  following  motion,  which  was  con- 
sidered by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  senate  a  copy  of  the  first  official  communication  which  was 
made  lo  Andrew  dicven&on,  of  the  intention  of  the  jiresident  lo 
nominate  him  as  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  exiiaordi- 
nary  to  ihe  Uiiited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
his  answer  Iheieto: 

Friday.  June  13,  1834.  The  following  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  hi;i 
secretary: 

Washington,  June  13,  1834. 
To  the  senate: 

I  have  this  day  received  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  12lh 
instant,  requesting  me  to  communicate  lo  the  senate  a  copy  of 
the  first  official  communication  which  was  made  to  Andrew 
Stevenson,  of  the  intention  of  the  president  to  nominate  him 
as  a  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  answer 
thereto. 

As  a  compliance  with  this  resolution  might  be  deemed  an  ad- 
mission of  the  right  of  the  senate  lo  call  upon  the  president  for 
confidential  correspondence  of  this  description,  I  consider  it 
proper  on  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  I  do  not  acknowledge 
such  a  right.  But,  to  avoid  misrepresentation,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  paper  in  question,  which  was  ilie  only  com- 
munication made  lo  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  subject. 

This  communication  merely  intimated  the  intention  of  the 
president,  in  a  particular  contingency,  to  offer  lo  Mr.  Stevenson 
the  place  of  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  James;  and  as  the  nego- 
tiations to  which  it  refers  were  commenced  early  in  April,  1833, 
in  this  city,  instead  of  London,  and  have  been  since  conducted 
here,  no  further  communication  was  made  to  him.  1  have  no 
knowledge  that  an  answer  was  received  from  Mr.  Stevenson — 
none  is  lo  be  found  in  the  department  of  stale,  and  none  has 
been  received  by  me.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  read. 

The  senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  nomination  of  Andrew 
Slevenson,  contained  in  the  messaiie  ofthe22d  May;  and 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

[On  the  14th,  20th  and  23d  of  June  the  senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  laid  it 
on  the  table.] 

Tueaday,  June  24,  1834.  The  senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  nomination  of  Andrew  SSfevenson;  and 

On  the  question  "will  tiie  senate  advise  and  consent  to  tho 
appointment  of  Andrew  Slevenson?" 

It  was  delerinined  in  the  negative — yeas  22,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mangum — ■ 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the  senators 
present: 

'J'hose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsytli,  Frelinghuysen, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alal)ama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallinadge,  Tipton, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 

Thos.n  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexlor,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbiiis,  Silabee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster.* 

So  it  was 

ilesoiuerf,  Tiial  llie  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  pleiiipotentiary  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Clay  siibniitled  a  motion  lo  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy from  the  proceeding's  of  the  senate,  on  the  nomination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson;  and  to  anthoiise  copies  to  be  vnade  of  the 
same,  and  of  certain  papers  cominiinicaled  to  the  senate. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  amend  Ihe  same,  by  otriking 
out  the  words  "the  letter  of  Thofnas  Ritchie  to  Andew  Steven- 
son, the  letter  of  Win.  B.  Lewis,  with  the  extracts  from  Tho- 
mas Ritchie's  letters  therein  inclosed." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Forsyth — 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  Ihe  senators 
present:^ 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendrick.",  Ilill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Kina,  ol  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  tiegaiive,  are — 


'Tiie  reader  will  perceive  that  there  tt'ere,  on  the  vote  in  the 
senate  on  Mr.  Stcuenson^s  nomination,  but  three  absentees,  viz; 
Mr.  Moore,  of  Ali\bama,  Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hami^shire,  and  Mr. 
McKean,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  two  latter  had  left  tlio  city  for 
home,  having,  as  the  phiase  \^,  paired  cj}'.  [Nat.  lut. 
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Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexler,  Porter,  Premiss,  Robbiiis,  Sil.sbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  cjvvjll,  Touiluuon,  Wagganian. 

8u  ttie  ainendmeiit  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  mouou,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  amend  the  motion,  by  insert- 
ing alter  the  woid  '•Steveuson,"  the  words  "and  the  debates." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  29. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Foraylk — 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  Kane,  Linn,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  or  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindex- 
ter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sjtrague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wagganian,  Webster,  White. 

A  further  amendment  having  been  proposed  and  adopted,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from  the 
message  of  the  president  ot  the  13th  ol  June,  instant;  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  thereby  communicated,  the  letter  of  Thomas 
Ritchie  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  the  letter  of  William  B. 
Lewis,  with  the  extracts  of  Thomas  Ritchie's  letters  therein  in- 
closed; which  several  papers  were  introduced  by  one  of  ilie  se- 
nators from  Virginia,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Stevenson;  and  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson;  and  that  the  secretary  be  authorised  to 
give  copies  of  the  same  and  extracts  from  the  journal. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 
[Communicated  to  the  senate  in  the  president's  message  of 
13th  June,  1834.] 
Department  of  state,  Washington,  i.5th  March,  1833. 
Andrew  Stevenson,  esq. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  president  to  inform  you,  confiden- 
tially, that  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  received  that  the  British 
government  consent  to  open  negotiations  with  this,  which  are 
daily  expected,  it  is  his  intenlion  to  otTer  you  the  place  of  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  James;  and  lie  requests 
that,  should  this  appointment  be  agreeable  to  you,  you  would 
hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  embark  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  this  mark  of  the  president's  confi- 
dence, and  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 

*  Sunday. 

My  dear  sir:  I  have  just  receive(f  yours,  and  am  sorry  to 
have  it  confirmed  that  you  have  been  so  sick;  but  I  trixkl  that 
your  relief  from  the  labors  of  the  chair,  more  tranquillity,  and 
the  nursing  of  your  excellent  wife  will  soon  restore  you.  As 
for  myself,  my  accident  has  been  more  serious  than  my  friends 
at  a  distance  have  expected.  J I  was  but  three  or  four  days 
since  I  could  turn  myself  on  my  bed,  or  sit  up;  and  now  I  am 
lolling  in  an  easy  chair,  with  sore  limbs  and  a  weak  head,  and 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  attend  to  any  business.  I  have  nof  writ- 
ten a  line  for  a  newspaper,  except  my  hasty  card,  nor  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  save  a  line  to  Harrison,  to  assure  my  daughter  of 
my  convalescence.  You  must,  therefore,  excuse  me  for  writ 
ing  you  at  this  time  so  brief,  and,  I  fear,  so  illegible  a  scrawl. 

I  well  recollect  the  circumstances  to  which  you  refer.  When 
you  showed  me  the  note  of  Mr.  Livingston  we  had  a  great  deal 
of  conversation  upon  the  subject.  Neither  of  us  regarded  the 
notice  in  the  light  of  an  appointment.  In  fact,  it  presented  it- 
self as  a  mere  contingency,  and  we  considered  it  as  extremely 
doubtful  whether  or  when  you  v(/ould  be  appointed,  or,  if  at  all; 
for  if  the  British  declined  a  negotiation,  it  seemed  to  be  the  pre- 
sident's intention  to  make  no  nomination  at  all,  not  even  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  session  of  congress.  But  ibis  idea  struck  me, 
tliiit  he  might  appoint  you,  in  case  the  contingency  happened 
during  the  recess,  and  not  send  you,  but  Mr.  Livingston  to 
France.  I  suggested  that  these  appointments  ought  not,  and 
could  not  be  made  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  consiitulion, 
during  the  recess  of  the  senate.  You  promptly  and  cordially 
concurred  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I  then  determined  to 
write  to  a  friend  in  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  this 
view  before  the  pjresident  himself.  You  approved  of  my  doing 
so;  and,  in  fact,  we  agreed  perfectly  in  the  course  that  ought  to 
be  taken.  We  determined  to  take  no  notice  of  Mr.  L's  letter, 
to  act  yourself  as  if  no  such  letter  had  been  written;  that  it 
would  be  best  not  to  offer  to  accept  the  appointment  if  made  in 
the  summer,  and  to  wait  the  action  of  the  senate,  &c.  &c. 

The  answer  I  received  from  Washington  quieted  my  fears  al- 
most entirely. 

I  certainly  did  think  that  the  senate  ought  to  have  been  con- 
BUlted,  both  about  the  mission  to  London  and  Paris,  unless 
some  of  those  very  extraordinary  emergencies  might  occur, 
which  baffled  all  calculation,  and  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen during  the  prior  session  of  congress. 

1  trust,  my  dear  sir,  that  the  anxieties  of  your  friends  in  Vir- 
ginia will  be  removed  in  a  few  days  by  your  confirmation.  In- 
deed, I  can  scarce  permit  myself  to  entertain  a  doubt  about  the 
re.-^nlt. 

"Postmarked  June  15,  (1834.)— JEdt^on  Nat.  Int. 


Let  me  press  upon  you,  in  the  meantime,  what  my  friendsi 
prescribe  to  myself,  to  keep  quiet,  avoid  all  excitement,  and 
take  care  of  yourself.     I  will  write  soon.    Yours,  sincerely, 

T.  RITCHIE. 

Andrew  Stevenson,  esq.  late  speaker  of  the  H.  of  R. 

Wm.  B.  Lewis  to  Andrew  Stevenson. 

Washington,  June  21,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received,  and  I 
will  answer  it  with  pleasure. 

In  March,  1833,  I  received  from  Mr.  Ritchie  two  letters,  in 
which,  among  other  subjects,  he  expressed  his  views  on  the 
question  of  appointing  foreign  minister^during  the  recess  of  the 
senate.  They  were  written,  as  it  appears,  with  your  know- 
ledge, and  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Living- 
ston, to  you,  communicating  the  fact  that,  upon  the  happening 
of  a  certain  contingency,  it  was  the  intenlion  of  the  president 
to  offer  you  an  appointment  abroad.  Of  this  letter  (Mr.  Living- 
ston's) I  was  informed,  but  never  saw  it.  As  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Ritchie  embrace  other  subjects,  1  do  not  feel  authorised  to  fur- 
nish the  originals,  but  I  cheerfully  send  the  enclosed  extracts 
which  relate  to  the  mission  to  England.  You  are  at  liberty  to 
Use  these  extracts  in  any  manner  you  may  deem  proper.  In 
my  reply  to  those  letters  in  the  spring  of  1833,  (having  preserv- 
ed no  copy),  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  I  assured  Mr. 
Ritchie  that  I  had  no  doubt  all  idea  of  making  the  appointment, 
as  intimated  in  Mr.  Livingston's  letter,  had  been  abandoned,  in 
consequ«'nce  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  minister,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  the  negotiation  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Livingston  in  his 
letter  to  you,  being  opened  and  carried  on  in  Washington.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  my  letter  alone  to  which  Mr.  Ritchie  alludes, 
as  quieting  his  fears,  in  his  recent  letter  to  you,  which,  by  your 
permission,  I  saw  and  read.    1  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

W.  B.  LEWIS. 
To  Ji.  Stevenson,  esq. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Ritchie's  letters,  accompanying  TV.  B.  L^s  let- 
ter to  Mr-  Stevenson, 

I  am  about  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which  has  caused 
much  speculation  among  our  friends,  and  great  uneasiness  in 
my  own  bosom.  I  speak  to  you  as  a  friend,  and  without  the 
slightest  reserve.  The  papers  have  recently  spoken  of  a  batch 
of  appointments,  which  the  president  is  about  to  make,  embrac- 
ing the  two  highest  missions  to  European  coorls,  and  the  two 
highest  seats  in  his  cabinet.  I  have  conversed  freely  with  our 
friend  Stevenson  upon  them,  and  I  have  this  day  communicat- 
ed to  him  my  intention  to  write  to  you,  and  to  lay  before  yot* 
my  own  views  of  the  matter. 

We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  genera!  Jac*- 
son.  We  have  no  idea  that  he  would  arrogate  to  himself  new 
powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. His  generous  ambition  has  been  fully  satisfied!  He  has 
nothing  more  to  ask  of  his  country  than  her  verdict  of  approba- 
tion when  he  lays  down  the  high  and  ditRcult  office  with  which 
he  is  intrusted!  We  all  know  it,  and  every  candid  individua> 
admits  it!  We  believe  that  the  coarse  he  may  pursue  will  be 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  public  interests.  But  while  we  dismiss 
all  apprehensions  that  he  will  designedly  abuse  his  authority,, 
we  wish,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  do  no  act  which  may 
be  plead,  hereafter,  by  an  unworthy  successor,  in  justification 
of  his  acts!  In  this  last  term  of  his  administration,  we  wish  to 
see  no  precedent  set,  which  may  be  perverted  in  future  times: 
we  de?ire  it  on  our  own  account,  as  well  as  that  of  our  coun- 
try! We  wish  to  see  his  administration  set  in  glory;  and.  we 
wish  to  see  our  country  benefited,  in  all  time  to  come,  by  his 
pure  example!  But  this  cannot  be,  if  any  error  should  be  com- 
mitted against  principle,  even  from  the  best  of  motives;  if  any 
authority  should  be  as.'Umed  which  does  not  fairly  belong  t» 
him,  or  even  if  any  doubtful  power  should  be  exercised  upoiu 
any  delicate  branch  of  the  constitution.  His  high  popularity 
would  only  make  it  more  current. 

One  of  the  highest  powers  which  attaches  to  the  execiitive,. 
is  that  of  appointment;  over  its  exercise  is  accordingly  thrown, 
and  wisely  thrown,  the  check  of  concurrence  by  the  senate. 

Now,  sir,  doubts  do  exist  whether  the  vacancy  in  the  mrs- 
sions  to  London  and  Paris  did  not  originally  occtir  dnrrng  the 
recess  of  the  senate.  Secondly,  whether  the  vacancy  does  not 
still  exist;  and  thirdly,  whether  it  ought  now  to  be  ftlted  with- 
out a  consultation  with  the  senate. 

It  is,  then,  respectfully  asked  whether  it  wouTd  not  be  be.«it 
to  call  the  senate  together  and  lay  the  nominations  befcire  them? 
Where  is  the  objection.?  1st.  The  expense  of  j^'iOjOOO?  Who 
cares  for  that  sum  compared  with  the  preservation  of  a  great 
constitutional  principle.''  The  inconvenience  to  the  memhersl 
They  ought  to  he  the  last  to  complain,  when  the  d«sire  is  to 
preserve  their  rights  bcivond  the  reach  of  suspicion.  3d.  The 
senate  is  not  full;  a  member  is  wanting  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in 
Tennessee,  and,  [  believe,  a  third  in  Mississippi.  Bui  cannot 
the  executive  of  those  states  make  a  temporary  appointment? 

I  understand,  from  unquestionable  authority,  that has 

said  a  majority  of  the  senate  wore  prepared  to  negative  any 
nomination  which  was  not  made  in  the  strictest  regard  to  the 
senate's  rights. 

To  one  who  has  thought  so  much  on  this  subject  as  you  liave 
done,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  develop  all  the  details  of  my 
opinions.  Do  inform  me  of  as  much  as  you  may  be  at  liberty 
to  communicate,  and  put  my  mind  at  ease  about  it,  &c. 


i 
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({Cf-The  intervention  of  the  great  national  holiday,  has 
somewhat  affected  the  contents  of  the  present  number — 
but  it  will  be  foand  well  filled  witl»  reading  matter,  and 
articles  for  reference. 

The  address  of  the  postmaster  general  is  laid  off  for 
our  next — audit  is  probable  that  its  insertion  will  com- 
mand  a  place  for  other  things  in  I'eply;  for  both  sides 
must  be  fairly  presented. 

The  adjournment  of  congress  took  place  on  Monday, 
as  agreed  upon.  We  have  carried  out  the  journal  of 
proceedings  at  considerable  length,  and  add«?cl   a  list  of 

•  the  acts  passed;  and  shall  go  on   to  bring  up  the  arrear- 

•  ages  in  documents,  speeches,  &c.  as  rapidly  as  we  can, 
while  j'ielding  some  room  to  other  matters  of  interest, 
which  have  latterly  been  much  neglected. 

Among  the  latest  proceedings  of  the  senate,  was  the 
confirmation  of  the  following^nominations: 

Oi  Johi\Forsyth,  a  senator  in  congress,  as  secretary  of 
state,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J[IcLane,  resigned. 

Of  William  JVilfci7is^  a  senator  in  congress,  as  minister 
to  Russia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  who  held  that 
appointment,  but  had  not  yet  proceeded  on  his  mission. 

Of  Humphrey  H.  Leaviti,  a  representative  in  congress 
from  Ohio,  to  be  district  judge  of  the  U.  S.  in  that  state, 
in  the  place  of  Tappun  rejected,  who  had  temporarily 
held  the  office,  vacated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Campbell. 

Of  Levi  Woodbury^  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  vice 
Taney,  rejected. 

Of  jitahlon  Dickerson,  to  be  secretary  of  the  navy, 
vice  Woodbury,  transferred  to  the  treasury  department. 

Of  Richard  Pollard,  of  Virginia,  to  be  charge  des 
affaires  of  the  United  States  to  Chili. 

Of  William  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  charge  des 
affaires  at  Rio  Janeiro. 

All  these  high  appointments,  as  well  as  many  others, 
appear  to  have  be^n  made  by  the  senate  with  much  una- 
nimity— though  the  nomination  of  Messrs.  Taney  and 
Stevenson  had  been  rejected  for  reasons  which,  to  the 
majority,  seemed  sufficient. 

No  other  nomination  was  made  of  a  minister  to  Eng- 
land— and  we  suppose  that  that  place  must  necessarily 
remain  vacant — ^as  the  vacancy  did  not  happen  in  the 
recess  of  congress. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  to  be  secretary  of 
tbe  navy^  though  altogether  unexpected,  will,  no  doubt, 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  public.  It  is  said  that  he  Avas 
named  to  set  aside  two  who  claimed  it — to  wit,  Mr.  Wil- 
kins,  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Sutherland,  of  the  house. 

An  idle  report,  to  subserve  some  particular  purposes, 
has  been  sent  out,  that  Mr.  JMcLane  resigned  the  yjlace, 
of  secretary  of  state,  under,  a  supposition  that  his  nomi- 
nation would  not  be  confirmed.  Such  a  notion  had  no 
influence  over  his  resignation,  and,  had  his  nomination 
been  sent  up,  it  would  have  been  confirmed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Within  the  period  of  a  year  or  'thereabouts,  we  have 
had— 

Three  secretaries  of  state — Messrs.  Livingston,  Mc 
Lane  and  Forsyth. 

Four  secretaries  of  the  treasury — Messrs.  McLane, 
Duane,  Taney  and  Woodbury. 

One  secretary  of  war — Mr.. Cass. 

Two  secretaries  of  the  navy — Messrs.  Woodburt  and 
Dickerson. 

Two  attorney  generals— Messrs.  Taney  and  Butler. 

Some  fifteen  years  ago,  when  complaining  to  an  old 
frrend  and  member  of  congress  of  the  long  sessions  of 
that  body,  held  at  so  large  an  expense — ^he  retorted  pret- 
ty sharply,  and  reproved  us  for  a*  want  of  reflection  on 
that  subject.  He  said  that  no  money  drawn  from  the 
treasury  was  so  pi'ofitably  expended  for  the  public  good 
Vol.  XLVl    Sie.  22. 


as  that  appropriated  for  the  legislative  department. 
While  we  are  in  session,  said  he,  all  persons  are  careful 
in  their  lianillings  of  the  people's  money,  and  cautious  in 
oilier  proceedings  of  high  importance,  using  the  power 
confided  under  an  apprehension,  that  they  may  be  sud- 
denly "brought  up;"  and  he  went  on  to  state  certain  casea 
to  illustrate  his  opinions,  that  made  us  almost  ready  to 
suppose  tliat  the  people's  interest  would  be  best  subserv- 
ed if  the  sessions  of  congress  were  jjerpetual,  with  brief 
recesses  now  and  then  to  afford  the  members  an  opportu- 
nity of  mixing  with  their  constituents,  to  acquire  a  more 
sure  Knowledge  of  their  wishes  and  wants! 

On  the  principles  above  stated,  and  to  carry  out  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  just  alluded  lo,  the  appointment 
of  committees  to  act  in  tlie  recess,  may  be  highly  useful, 
and  truly  economical.  At  any  rate,  the  experiment  is 
about  to  be  tried — 

The  post  office  committee  of  the  senate  (Mr.  Southard 
being  put  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Clayton),  will  sit  in  the.re-> 
cess,  as  well  as  a  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  same  subject;  but  each  committee  will  act 
for  its  own  body,  onl)%  in  this  case— 

The  committee  of  finance  of  the  senate  is  charged  with 
a  looking  to  the  care  of  the  public  money,  in  the  recess— 

And  the  chairmaii  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on 
public  lands,  will  continue  his  investigations  of  the  affairs 
of  the  land  office. 

The  vote  in  the  senate,  on  the  borrowings  of  the  post- 
master general,  is  one  of  the  most  decisive  and  remarka- 
ble things  on  the  journal  of  that  body.  All  present»^4l 
members,  recorded  their  names  in  reprobation  of  his 
acts — and,  had  the  senate  been  full,  the  vote  would  hav6 
had  the  same  unanimity;  for  it  is  impossible  that  such  a 
proceeding,  by  the  head  of  any  department,  can  be  allow- 
ed. The  whole  amount  of  Mr.  Barry's  borrowed  money 
is  some  500  or  600  thousand  dollars.*  This  large  sum 
bears  an  interest,  while  the  public  money,  deposited  in 
the  banks,  yields  none.  When  will  these  debts  be  paid? 
But  ought  not  congress  to  have  forbidden  the  payment  of 
them,  in  a  due  regard  to  the  public  service,  unless  out  of 
szirplns  moneys  earned  in  the  department?  But  that 
might,  in  some  degree,  have  sanctioned  those  borrow- 
ings! What  is  to  be  the  result?  We  think  we  have 
seen  it  stated  that  a  certain  contractor  had  flatly  refused 
to  carry  the  mail  any  longer,  unless  paid  according  to 
his  contract — and  we  learn  that  deferred  claims  have 
sickened  the  hearts  of  many!  And'in  the  senate,  on  the 
llth  ult.  the  following  proceedings  were  had-^ 

Mr,  Eioing  said,  he  had  received  a  petition  which  he 
hesitated  to  present,  in  consequence  of  its  wanting  the 
signature  of  the  petitioner.  It  was  inclosed  in  a  letter 
signed  by  him;  and,  if  it  were  in  order,  he  would  present 
it;  if  not,  he  would  not  press  its  presentation. 

The  president.  If  it  be  refeiTed  to  in  the  letter  it  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  Etving.  It  is  so  referred  to.  The  petitioner,  — * 
Van  Home,  is  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  btit  as  his  petition  re- 
lates to  the  business  of  the  post  office,  I  presume  he  has 
sent  it  to  me  as  a  member  of  that  committee.  The  pe- 
titioner states  that  he  is  a  contractor  to  carry  the  mail 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  at  $175  a  year;  that  he 
has  faithfully  performed  the  service  since  that  time;  that 
he  is  a  poor  man,  with  a  large  family  to  maintain;  that 
he  was  in  debt  at  the  time  he  commenced  his  contract, 
and  much  more  deeply  now;  that  he  has  devoted  his  time 
to  the  performance  of  his  duty;  and  that  he  has  never 
received  one  dollar  of  Ids  compensation.  He  states  that 
he  has  applied,  in  every  way  known  to  himj  for  his  quar* 


*VVe  see  the  following  amounts  given- 
Borrowed,  _  -  - 
Over-drawn,            .          .  .. 


451,000 
190,000 

841,000 
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terly  payments,  and^especi  ally  through  the  member  of  con- 
gress from  the  district;  that  on  the  24th  of  April,  he  re- 
ceived from  the  department  two  draughts,  for  ten  dollars 
each,  on  two  postmasters,  one  residing  35  and  the  other 
60  miles  from  his  place  of  residence,  and  that  their  collec- 
tion will  cost  full  one-third  of  their  amount;  and  he  says 
he  considers  his  case  the  harder,  as  he  has  always  been  a 
strong'  supporter  of  gen.  Jackson,  Avho  undertook,  when 
he  came  into  office,  to  reform  all  abuses.  I  move,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  petition  be  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 
The  petition  was  referred. 

The  debates  in  the  senate,  on  the  business  and  con- 
cerns of  the  general  post  office,  have  been  of  lofty  and 
thrilling  interest— whether  in  the  attack  or  defence. 
But  the  former,  by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Exoing,  Southard, 
and  others,  has  seldom,  if  ever  been  excelled  for  the  en- 
ergy and  power  with  which  it  was  made;  while  the  lat- 
ter, by  Messrs.  Grundy,  Forsyth,  and  others,  displayed 
much  ingenuity  and  tact,  in  parrying  the  blows  of  the 
adverse  party.  We  must  give  some  of  these  speeches, 
on  both  sides. 

We  are  placed  in  "a  straight  betwixt  two"  in  conse- 
quence of  the  publications  of  several  persons,  disavow- 
ing the  justice  of  certain  charges  preferx*ed  against  them, 
in  the  report  proper  of  the  post  office  committee  of  the 
senate.  Now,  as  we  published  also  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee,  vindicating  or  excusing  the 
proceedings  of  the  department — and  as  the  majority  of 
the  committee  caimot  have  a  present  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing a  reply  to  the  publications  alluded  to,  if  it  is  right 
that  they  should,  we  are  placed  in  this  "straight  betwixt 
two,"  and  at  some  loss  to  decide  on  the  equitable  course 
that  ought  to  be  pursued — for  in  all  matters  of  this  kind 
we  desire  to  present  both  sides  fairly. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  see  it  mentioned 
that  the  postmaster  general  has  addressed  himself  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  vindication  of  his  conduct. 
Thut  must,  of  course,  have  a  place.*  But  it  will  be  seen 
in  the  pi-oceedings  of  the  senate,  that  every  member  re- 
corded his  name  in  rejection  of  an  important  part  of  Mr. 
.Bar)-y^s  management — the  borrowing  of  money,  "on  his 
own  responsibility,"  which,  indeed,  cannot  be  excused, 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  being  considered. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  being  removed,  we  learn 
that  the  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

For  confirming — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepiey,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  While, 
Wilkins,  Wright. 

Jlgainst  confirming — Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chara- 
bera,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Mangtim,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
ti:sa,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  o(  Roger  B.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  says— 
The  president  approved,  we  believe,  all  the  bills  passed  by 
the  two  houses  at  the  recent  session  of  congress,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  ^0,000  to  remove 
certain  obstructions  from  the  channel  of  the  river  Wabash. 
This  bill  the  president  holds  under  advisement,  stating  in  a 
message  to  the  house,  that  he  has  strong  doubts  whether  he  can 
approve  the  bill  consistently  with  his  opinions  of  the  powers  of 
the  government. 

If  we  had  not  lost  the  facnlty  of  being  surprised  at  any  execu- 
tive notion,  we  confess  that  we  should  feel  not  a  little  at  the 
scruples  expressed  in  regard  to  this  bill;  for  the  president  has 
not  only  signed  bills  appropriating  money  for'  the  improvement 
of  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Tennpssee; 
but  the  United  States  have  heretofore  appropriated  700,000 
acres  of  public  lands,  worth  perhaps  two  millions  of  dollars,  to 
connect  the  navigation  of  this  very  Wabash  river  with  the  Lake 
Michigan,  which  appropriation  will  be  rendered  in  a  great  mea- 
sure useless  for  the  want  of  the  small  sum  of  ,$'20,000  necessary 
to  remove  an  obstruction  from  the  channel  of  the  river.  Be- 
sides, the  Wabash  was  made  a  national  highway  by  the  act  of 

♦Having  looked  over  this  address  we  feel  relieved  of  the 
neemlng  difficulty  In  which  we  were  placed— for  Mr.  Barry 
llimaett' freely  uses  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  publications  allud- 
ed to. 


cession  from  Virginia,  and*\vhen  t^e  canal  connecting  It  with 
the  lake  shall  be  completed,  a  v^st  commerce  will  be  carried 
on  not  only  by  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  by  remoter  parts  of  the 
country;  indeed  alreiWy  is  the*  river  navigable  500  miles  by 
steamboats. 

From  the  same  of  Wednesday — ■ 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark  that,  at  the  session 
of  congress  which  has  juat  closed,  the  house  of  representatives 
passed,  favorably  or  unfavorabljt,  upon  every  bill  which  had 
passed  tlie  senate.  We  are  now  ^abted  to  say,  that  the  sen- 
ate also,  before  its  adjournment,  passed  upctn  every  bill  sent  to 
it  by  the  house  of  representatives.  The  fact  is  evidence  of 
great  exertion  at  the  close  of  a  session,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  not  distinguished  by  particular  indusiry  or  assiduity. 
From  this  last  remarkfof  course,  must  be  excepted  those  indi- 
viduals in  each  house  whose  devotion  to  public  business  was 
laborious  and  unceasing.  We  could  particularize,  if  to  do  so 
would  not  justly  be  deemed  invidious. 

Mr.  McLatie,  it  is  understood,  will  return  to  Wil- 
mington, with  his  famil}',  and  Mr.  Taney  to  Balliraore. 

A  New  York  paper  says — that  Mr.  JBryant,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  bear  despatches  to  France.  The  editor  of  the 
Worcester  Republican  has  been  appointed  post  master  of 
that  pleasant  town,  and  one  of  the  establishers  of  the  Re- 
publican has  received  an  appointment  at  the  Boston  cus- 
tom house,  worth  $3,700  per  annum! 

The  Augusta  Chronicle  publishes  a  reply  from  Mr. 
TV.  J.  Duane,  to  a  letter  which  he  had  recently  received 
from  Augusta,  and  addressed  by  tli^  gentlemen,  "whose 
suggestion  induced  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle  to  nomi- 
nate Mr.  D.  for  the  presidency."  Mr.  Diiane  says  in 
relation  to  it: 

"I  am  the  son  of  an  American,  but  I  ann  not  myself 'a  natural 
born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.'  My  father  was  taken  by  his  surviving  parent, 
from  America  to  Ireland,  prior  to  the  revolution;  he  did  not  re- 
turn until  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution:  in  the  interval 
I  was  born,  and  spent  a  few  of  my  early  years  in  Ireland,  con- 
sequently, if  I  had  tlie  presumption  to  think  of  entering  the 
door  to  which  you  point,  I  should  iind  it  constitutionally  shut 
against  me." 

Cobbett,  who  is  a  great  pet  and  favorite  with  some  of 
the  new-made  "democrats,"  recently  said— 

"I  am  of  opinion  that  the  printing  and  pubHshing  of  the  Bible, 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  the  world." 

Among  the  deaths  at  Charleston,  we  notice  that  of  the 
veijerable  Solomon  Ijegare,  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers 
and  hardest  fighters  in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  at  the 
age  of  eiglity  years. 

The  Cumberland  road  bill  has  been  approved  by  the 
president,  and  became  a  law.  It  appropriates  $200,000 
for  continuing  the  road  in  Ohio,  $150,000  for  Indiana, 
and  $100,000'^for  Illinois— $450,000  in  all. 

The  further  sum  of  $300,000  Is  appropriated  for  re- 
pairs of  the  road  on  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  cany 
into  effi3ct  the  laws  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. When  that  amount  is  exhausted,  the  act  directs 
the  road  to  be  surrendered  to  the  states  within  which  it 
lies — the  United  States  to  be  discharged  from  all  further 
liabilities  for  repairs. 

A  large  number  of  steamboats  are  now  plying  on  lake 
Erie,  and  many  new  ones  will  soon  be  afloat,  some  of 
which  are  of  a  very  large  size.  The  greater  part  of  the 
shores  of  this  lake  was  inhabited  by  Indians  previous  to 
the  war  of  1812. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  is  handsomely  at  work  in 
Virginia — 'and  very  liberal  subscriptions  have  been  made 
by  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  the  bank  of  Virginia,  to 
carry  on  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  improvement. 
The  first  took  4,000  and  the  last  5,000  shares  of  the 
stock. 

In  a  late  debate  in  the  British  liouse  of  Commons, 
much,  and  well  deserved, credit  is  given  to  Mr.  Giirney, 
for  his  success  in  effiicting  locomotion  by  steam,  on  com- 
mon reads — for  which,  in<lecd,  the  world  is  greatly  his 
debtor;  but  we  wish  to  remind  our  readers  tliat  our  own 
countryman,  Oliver  Evans,  was  the  first  man  who  eug- 
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gested  tlie  use  of  steam  power  for  causing  locomotion  on 
common  roads,  and  the  first  also  who  actually  used  it  to 
give  locomotion  to  heavy  bodies  on  land.  Had  Mr. 
J^vans  not  been  rendered  almost  misanthropic  by  what 
he,  (as,  we  thought,  erroneously),  believed  was  the  injus- 
tice and  ingratitude  of  the  public,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
a  discovery,  made  by  him,  as  to  the  application  of  steam 
power,  would  have  been  proclaimed,  which,  even  at  this 
day,  would  be  regarded  wonderful;  but  he  frequently 
told  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  that  it  should  be  carried 
with  himself  W  the  grave,  and  so  we  sui)pose  that  it  was 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  those  of 
his  friends  who  had  full  faith  in  his  assertions,  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

Vast  quantities  of  coal,  the  produce  of  the  mines  of 
Pennsylvania,  are  descending  to  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  by  the  canals  and  rail  roads.  The  price  is  very 
low,  and  7107U  is  the  time  to  lay  in  supplies  of  this  fue); 
but  the  scarcity  of  money  prevents  it,  and  the  mines  do 
not  employ  near  so  man}^  workmen  as  they  might,  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  The  same  remarks  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the^bituminous  coal  mines  of  Virginia,  in  which 
btate  many  new  deposites  of  coal  have  been  recently  dis- 
covered, in  Goochland,  Powhatan,  &c. 

A  rait!  road  is  now  making  from  London  to  Bir- 
mingham, a  distance  of  109  miles.  Robert  Stephen- 
son is  appointed  chief  engineer.  The  cost  is  estimated 
at  £3,000,000. 

The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  iron 
manufacture  in  western  Pennsylvania,  is  made  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  to  the  editor  of  the  "National  Intelligencer," 
dated  Union  Town,  May  39— 

About  eight  njonths  ago  we  put  in  operatron  our  steam  forge 
and  furnace,  &c.  at  no  siiiafl  expense.  We  did  not  hesitate  to 
give  uotice  to  hands  that  they  would  find  employment  and 
liberal  wages.  In  a  short  time  eur  stock  increased,  business 
went  on  smoothly,  and  we  were  giving  employment  to  about 
100  hands,  and  thouglit  nothing  of  shipping  100  tons  of  bloom 
iron  to  market  at  once,  getting  our  money  in  return  at  a  fair 
price,  say  $77  50  to  $80.  We  made  contracts  for  ore  and  coal 
to  a  considerable  amount,  not  anticipating  so  sudden  a  change; 
but,  to  our  great  surprise,  in  offering  our  spring  lot,  no  more  than 
$65  could  be  had,  and,  unfortunately  for  us,  some  depreciated 
paper.  We  have  ordered  our  men  to  return  their  tools— we  can 
no  longer  employ  them;  hundreds  of  applications  have  since 
been  made,  willing  to  be  employed  for  any  thing.  We  are  now 
blowing  up  our  stock,  what  to  do  with  it  we  know  not.  The 
last  lot  sent  to  Pittsburgh  would  not  self  at  any  price.  Unless 
Some  change  speedily  takes  place,  the  puffing  of  the  steam,  the 
sound  of  the  hammers,  and  the  hum  of  business,  will  be  hush- 
ed in  silence,  and  my  old  hands,  that  have  grown  up  with  me 
at  the  business,  scattered  I  know  not  where.  This  experiment 
has  not  cost  me  less  than  six  to  eight  thousand  dollars  already, 
sLad  perhaps  Another  year's  loss  of  business. 

A  large  four  story  store  and  ware-house,  N6.  271 
Pearl  street,  Nev^  York,  with  a  chief  part  of  its  valuable 
contents,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Tuesday  morning  last. 
When  the  fire  was  nearly  over,  and  all  that  i-emaincd  to 
be  done  was  to  prevent  a  fresh  breaking  put  of  the  flames, 
the  walls  fell,  and  nearly  buried  six  of  the  firemen.  Two 
\vere  killed,  but  the  other  four,  though  much  injured, 
wonderfully  escaped  with  life.  It  is  alleged  that  if  the 
\valls  of  this  house  had  been  honestly  built,  this  Calamity 
tvould  not  have  happened.  Indeed,  some  of  the  modern- 
built  houses  may  well  be  called  traps  to  kill  firemen.  It 
is,  however,  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  fire  compa- 
nies, to  prevent,  if  they  can,  (as  we  ourselves  have  done 
more  than  once),  their  fellow  members  from  at  all  en- 
tering job-built  hoiises,  if  on  fire — for  the  preservation  of 
property  only.     Let  the  property  go. 

The  boiler  of  one  of  the  locomotives  on  the  Harlsem 
fail  road  (New  York),  exploded  on  the  29th  ult.  and  kill- 
ed a  passenger.  The  engineer,  we  had  like  to  have  said, 
unhappily  escaped  with  life,  but  was  considerably  injur- 
ed. 


A  man  would  have  been  thought  insane,  a  few  years 
ago,  if  suggesting  the  fact  slated  below,  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Star.  But  we  have  seen  enough  in  the 
last  40  years  to  make  us  almost  ready  to  charge  insanity 


on  the  minds  of  those  who  fix  limits  to  the  progress  of 
scientific  power — 

Raising  and  removing  brick  houses,  is  a  business  very 
successfully  carried  on  in  this  city,  and  is  a  great  curiosi- 
ty in  a  scientific  point  of  view.  Carrying  back  A  large 
five  story  fire  proof  store  ten  feet,  or  making  a  brick 
house  face  another  street,  would  at  one  time  have  been 
considered  an  extraordinary  undertaking.  We  were  ad- 
miring the  ease  and  security  with  which  the  handsome 
two  story  brick  house,  210  Bowery,  was  raised  by  screws 
and  blocks  to  a  height  so  as  to  enable  the  owner  to  build 
another  story  under  it,  and  when  completed  it  will  be  a 
substantial  three  story  house.  The  raising  of  this  brick 
house  was  done  by  Geo.  Bake  well,  177  Elizabeth  street, 
and  not  a  wall  was  cracked  or  a  timber  out  of  place. 

The  present  crops  of  wheat  and  rye  are  good.  The 
deficiency  of  the  last  was  considerable.  At  Kanawha 
Salines,  in  the  west,  flour  was  recently  sold  for  $6  50 
the  barrel;  and  corn,  in  Georgia,  at  125  cents  per  bushel. 

The  last  year's  crop  of  grain  was  rather  short,  and, 
with  the  embarrassed  state  of  trade  at  New  Orleans,  has 
caused  an  arrival  at  W^heeling,  as  noticed  below,  which 
is  called  ^^somethin^  new;" 

Wheeling,  June  21.  A  steamboat  arrived  here  a  few  daj's 
ago  from  Cincinnati,  loaded  with  flour,  bacon  and  whiskey.  A 
large  quantity  of  oats  has  likewise  been  brought  here  from  the 
same  place.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  much  more  wheat  and 
flour  in  this  neighborhood  than  will  be  required  for  home  con- 
sumption, but  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  hold- 
ing it  back  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  higher  prices. 

The  Washington  (Pa.)  Reporter  of  the  24lh  ult.  says: 
"The  operations  in  the  wool  business  have  been  quite 
brisk  for  the  last  two  or  three  dayS' — ^large  purchases 
have  been  made  at  a  considerable  advance  upon  former 
prices.  The  clip  of  our  best  flocks  is  selling  at  fifty-five 
cents,  and  the  next  quality,  at  fifty  cents." 

And  on  this  subject  the  Northampton  (Mass.)  Courier 
says:  "If  our  wool-growing  friends  have  a  fair  price  of- 
fered for  the  new  clip,  instead  of  unwisely  holding  on 
expecting  better  ones,  we  should  say  by  all  means,  sell 
it.  A  letter  from  an  experienced  wool  grower,  in  Berk- 
shire, says  that  large  quantities  of  foreign  wool  are  in  the 
market,  a  great  amount  of  the  domestic  article  has  been 
forced  off'  by  men  who  wanted  the  avails,  that  many  ma- 
nufactories have  stopped,  and  others  have  curtailed  busi- 
ness,  and  that  no  good  reasons  now  6xist  for  believing 
that  wool  will  rise  in  value  rather  than  diminish  this 
fall.  The  dissolution  of  congress  without  doing  any 
thing  to  settle  the  currency  or  the  political  affairs  of  the 
country,  is  almost  indubitable  evidence  of  all  this." 

The  Lancaster,  (Pa.)  Journal  says  that  veins  of  gold, 
having  large  deposites,  have  been  found  in  Lancaster 
county,  which  are  thought  to  be  as  rich  as  any  in  the 
south. 

A  New  York  paper  says — It  is  ascertained  that  the  dis- 
count paid  by  the  New  York  mei'chants,  on  western  bills, 
is  over  $500,000  per  annum. 

A  late  French  paper  has  the  following  notices  of  the 
specie  currency  of  France: 

From  March  28,  1803,  to  January  I,  1834,  the  coinage  effect- 
ed at  the  French  mints,  was  as  follows: 

Gold  coins,  value        1,039,131,660  francs  or  $195,837,186 

Silver  coins,  2,665,609,482      "  499,801,777 


3,704,741,142  francs  $(694,638,963 

The  coins  in  circulation  in  France  at  the  present  lime,  of  the 
coinage  effected  since  1803,  are  estimated  at  2,000,000,000f.  or 
$375,000,000,  besides  the  sum  of  811,000,0G0f.  or  $152,062,500,  in 
old  coins;  making  the  total  amount  of  the  specie  currency  of 
France  $527,062,500.  But  it  appears  that  out  of  $694,638,963, 
the  value  of  the  coinage  effected  since  1803,  coins  to  the  amount 
of  l,704,741,142f.  or  $319,638,693,  have  been  exported  from 
France,  besides  old  coins,  to  the  amount  of  600,000,000f.  or 
$112,500,000;  making  the  total  amount  of  French  coins  ex- 
ported, and  estimated  to  be  in  circulation  in  foreign  countries, 
2,304,741, I42f.  or  $432,438,693.     [None  melted  upll] 

The  steamboat  Independence,  capt.  Pearce,  has  been 
sent  round  to  the  Delaware,  by  the  directors  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  rail  road  line,  to  ply  between  the 
last  named  city  and  Cape  May,  during  the  bathing  sea- 
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son.  The  Independence  made  the  voyage  from  Hampton. 
Roads  to  the  Delaware  breakwater  in  14  hours. 

It  is  probable  that  the  use  of  locomotives*  will  become 
common  on  ordinary  turnpike  or  other  hard  roads,  with 
moderate  ascents  or  descents.  The  following  is  from 
the  Birmingham,  (Eng. )  Gazette: 

Dr.  Clmrcli's  steam  carriage  was  started  for  the  first  time  on 
Friday  evening,  passing  from  the  manufactory  along  the  Green- 
lanes,  and  turning  iu  fine  style  through  the  Small  heath  gate, 
from  whence  it  passed  along  the  Coventry-road.  It  proceeded 
at  a  very  rapid  rale-(say  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  per  hour) 
witli  a  great  number  of  persons,  (upwards  of  forty)  upon  it  for 
a  considerable  distance;  when,  in  turning  short  upon  the  road, 
the  hind  part  struck  the  foot  path,  and  broke  a  small  append 
age  to  one  of  the  valves.  It  was  then  deemed  advisable  not  to 
work  the  machinery  further  for  fear  of  accident,  but  to  attach 
the  ropes  and  to  haul  it  back  by  the  workmen.  The  machine- 
ry, boilers  and  frame  work  have  since  been  examined,  and 
every  part,  excepting  as  above  and  a  connecting  tube  to  the  wa- 
ter tank,  was  found  quite  sound  and  uninjured.  The  carriage 
will  be  put  into  complete  order  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and 
will  shortly  be  run  upon  the  turnpike  road,  to  enable  the  eon- 
ductors  to  acquire  tlie  necessary  experience.  The  trial  is  high- 
ly satisfactory  as  to  the  power  of  the  engine. 

A  steam  carriage  is  building  at  Paris  to  travel  on  the  com- 
mon French  roads,  to  convey  30  passengers. 

The  damages  sustained  in  the  city  of  New  York  by 
the  firing  of  Chinese  crackers,  by  children,  is  estimated 
at  50,000  dollars  a  year! — and  many  persons  are  injured 
by  the  running  away  of  horses,  &,c.  There  ought  to  be 
power,  and  it  shoidd  be  exerted,  to  relieve  the  people  of 
this  pest.  The  little  urchins  are  hard  to  manage — but 
those  who  supply  them  with  the  means  of  annoyance  may 
be  reached.     Tiie  evil  has  been  cured  in  Boston. 

A  dreadful  tornado  passed  over  Williamsburgh,  Va. 
and  the  parts  adjacent,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  ult. 
From  50  to  70  chimneys  were  blown  down  in  the  old 
city  of  Williamsburgh,  but  no  lives  lost — and  many 
houses  much  injured  or  utterly  demolished  in  the  coun- 
try. Several  negroes  and  horses  were  killed,  and  many 
badly  wounded.  We  think  that  we  never  before  heard 
of  such  a  succession  of  tornadoes  as  have  lately  visited 
the  south. 

There  was  a  late  trotting  match,  under  the  saddle,  for 
a  bet  of  $200,  between  three  horse?,  over  the  Harljem 
Park  course.  New  York.  Three  heats  of  three  miles 
each,  (less  44  yards  in  the  mile)  were  performed  at  the 
average  rate  of  rather  less  than  2  m.  40  sec.  to  the  mile. 
Which  time  (says  the  N.  Y.  Courier)  has  never  been 
made  before  in  a  trotting  match  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  course,  it  is  well  known,  is  a  heavy  one,  has  a  bad 
hill  and  a  short  turn. 


There  has  been  some  difficulty  between  the  master 
bakers  and  journeymen,  at  New  York,  and  the  latter 
*'turned  out."  Among  other  resolutions  passed  by  the 
latter,  we  notice  the  following: 

That  we  consider  it  as  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  trade, 
4hat  no  employer  retain  more  than  one  apprentice  at  a  time,  and 
him  under  indenture  for  no  less  than  five  years;  and  said  ap- 
prentice employed  to  be  paid  as  he  progresses. 

This  is  going  much  too  far.  If  the  rule  is  a  good  one, 
it  applies  to  every  mechanical  or  manufacturing  depart- 
ment— and  if  employers  may  take  only  one  appi-entice 
each,  in  five  years,  we  should  soon  be  in  a  "pretty  condi- 
tion," indeed!  What  would  become  of  the  youths?  The 
proposition  is  absurd.  It  is  in  utter  repugnance  to  the 
public  welfare. 

A  person  was  instantly  killed  at  the  raising  of  a  hickory 
pole,  near  Reading,  Penn.  on  the  13th  ult.  in  conse- 
.quence  of  the  apparatus  for  hoisting  it  not  being  suf- 
ficiently secured.     The  pole  was  150  feet  in  length. 

A  good  many  years  have  passed  since  we  suggested 
such  circumnavigation,  as  is  stated  in  the  following  pa- 
ragraph, copied  from  the  "Buffalo  Journal." 


A  little  steamboat  called  the  Caroline,  came  into  harbor  a 
few  days  since,  which  was  built  in  South  Carolina,  baa  made 
her  way  through  Quebec,  &c.  here,  and  is  bound,  we  under- 
stand, for  the  Mississippi,  through  the  lakes. 

We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati  Intelligencer  that  fatal 
cases  of  cholera  have  happened  in  that  city;  and  that 
"many  complain  of  the  premonitory  symptoms."  We 
pray  that  this  pestilence  may  not  be  added  to  the  general 
distress  that  prevails  from  other  causes! 

After  naming  several  persons  "vvho  have  recently  died 
of  the  cholera,  at  Louisville — the  account  proceeds  to 
say — "It  has  been  made  certain,  that  those  persons  who 
were  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned  by  partaking  of 
food  prepared  for  a  wedding  party,  were  cases  of  cho- 
lera. 

It  seems  that  there  is  about  to  be  another  revolution  in 
J^exico!' — which  may  end  in  the  establishment  of  a  king- 
ly power,  and  its  natural  ally,  a  state  religion.  We  have 
some  particulars,  but  do  not  feel  much  interest  in  the 
intrigues  and  quarrels  of  military  chieftains.  The  peo- 
ple miist  be  taught  to  know  that  "glory"  in  the  field,  has 
no  relation  to  wisdom  or  virtue  in  the  cabinet. 

Late  accounts  from  India  (says  the  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can), speak  of  preparations  for  working  the  coal  mines 
that  exist  in  the  interior.  The  district  of  Cutch  has 
been  discovered  to  be  full  of  coal  seams.  The  speci- 
mens are  all  anthracite.  The  late  French  traveller, 
Jacquemont,  found  anthracite  coal  in  another  district, 
and  it  seems  to  be  very  widely  diffused  throughout  the 
peninsula. 

In  one  of  Jacqvtemont's  letters  from  India,,  occurs  a 
phrase  of  compliment  to  the  British  governor  general 
lord  William  Bentinck,  which  is  worth  quoting.  It  con- 
tains a  two-fold  eulogy.  He  says  "the  man  who  does 
much  honor  to  Europe  in  Asia,  is  he  who  governs  it. 
Lord  Bentinck,  on  the  tlirone  of  the  great  Mogul,  thinks 
and  acts  like  a  quaker  of  Pennsylvania."  We  commend 
this  to  our  Pennsylvania  brethern,  as  a  curious  bvtt  flat- 
tering homage  to  the  spirit  of  their  institutions. 

It  has  been  decreed  that  "the  liberty  of  public  wor- 
ship is  not  prohibited  in  the  republic  of  Venezuela^''''  and 
the  Protestant  bishop  of  Barbadocs  has  "consecrated"  a 
burial  ground  in  Caraccas.  This  is  the  first  instance  of 
a  Protestant  bishop's  treading  the  soil  of  Venezuela  in 
his  ecclesiastical  capacity. 

The  London  Weekly  Dispatch,  in  declining  to  publish 
a  "subaltern's  eulogy  on  a  great  captain,"  takes  occasion 
to  remai'k  that  they  have  but  little  respect  for  heroes,  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  term,  but  there  have  been 
great  leaders,  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  free- 
men— such  were 

"Leonidas  and  Washington, 
Whose  every  battle-field  is  holy  ground. 

Which  breathes  of  nations  saved — not  worlds  undone. 
How  sweetly  on  the  ear  such  echoes  sound! 

While  the  mere  victors  may  appal,  or  stun 
The  servile  or  the  vain:  such  names  will  be 

^  watchword,  till  the  future  shall  befrce.'^' 


*We  have  had  an  objection  to  the  use  of  this  word,  for  it  ap- 
plies as  well  to  a  boat  as  to  a  wanon,  &c.  but  as  by  general  con- 
sent it  seems  about  to  be  applied  only  to  the  latter,  and  as  we 
need  some  word  to  express  the  idea  briefly,  perhaps  it  will  do 
©9  well  aa  any  other. 


The  following  prices  will  show  the  difference  between 
the  value  of  wheat  in  London  and  cities  on  the  continent. 
The  prices  affixed  are  for  eight  bushels  of  \\heat,  impe- 
rial measurement. 

London  red  wheat  5-2s.  white  do.  .'jRs. 

Hamburg  do.    27s.  Id.        do.    do.  29s.  8d. 

Amsterdam      do.  do.    do.  30s.  8d, 

Antwerp  do.    2.3s.  8d. 

Stettin  do.    23s.  lOJ. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  Fardowns  and  Corkonians,  laboring  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Washington  rail  road.  The  reverend 
gentleman  spoken  of  is  a  pi-icst  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  and  has  been  successfid  on  several  like  occasions, 
on  which,  while  rendering  due  and  well  merited  praise 
(0  Jiiiii,  we  must  be  permitted  to  eay  that  the  necessity  of 
his  interference  reflects  no  praise  on  his  coinitrijmeii,  for 
the  civil  power'should  alwa),"s  be  sufficient  to  support  th§ 
civil  law  among  them, 
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On  the  24th  June,  1834,  the  subscribers,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  rev.  Jolin  McElroy,  have  respectively  and 
mutually  agreed  to  bury  forever,  on  their  own  part,  and 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  sections  of  country,  all  re- 
membrance of  feuds  and  animosities,  as  well  as  injuries 
sustained.  They  also  promise  to  each  other,  and  make 
a  sincere  tender  of  their  intention,  to  preserve  peace, 
harmony  and  good  feeling  between  persons  of  every  part 
of  tlieir  native  country  without  distinction. 

They  further  mutually  agree  to  exclude  from  their 
houses  and  premises,  all  disorderly  persons  of  every  kind, 
and  particularly  habitual  drunkards:  They  also  resolv- 
ed, and  do  intend  to  apply  in  all  cases,  where  it  is  neces- 
sary, to  the  civil  authorities,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try for  redress — and  finally,  they  are  determined  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  enforce,  by  word  and  example, 
these  their  joint  and  unanimous  resolutions. 
Signed  by  fourteen  of  the  men  employed^ 

on  the  4th,  5th  and  8lh  sections  of  the  t  on   behalf   of 

2d  division  Baltimore  and  Washington  j  all  employed. 

I'ail  road.  J 

And  also  by  thirteen  on  the  8th  section ')  on  behalf    of 

of  the  1st  division.  5  ^^1  employed. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  in  the  Baltimore 
newspapers  concerning  certain  "Tennessee  bonds"  to 
the  amount  of  500,000  dollars — The  following  relates  to 
some  other  negotiations  or  dealings  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland and  the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee: 

'^Notice.  All  persons  are  hereby  forwarned  against  purchas- 
ing, trading  for,  or  receiving  six  hundred  and  nine  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  in  the  Union  bank  of  the  state  of  Tennessee — 
now  on  the  books  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland.  Said  bank 
having  no  anihorily  to  transfer  the  same,  or  issue  certificates 
thereon— and  said  slock  being  in  the  name  of  the  Union  bank 
of  Maryland  without  authorised  transfer. 

A.  VxHWYCK,  cashier  of  the  Union  bank. 

Union  bank,  Nashville,  June  14,  1834. 

While  on  this  subject  we  may  notice  two  decisions  of 
the  high  court  of  appeals,  in  Maryland,  with  relation  to 
bank  matters: 

June  term,  1834 — Saturday,  June  28.  Chief  justice 
^McAana/i  announced  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judg- 
es, I'efusing  an  injunction  upon  the  application  of  the 
Union  bank  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  vs.  Ellicott,  Mor- 
ris and  Gill,  trustees  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  sanc- 
tioning the  opinion  given  the  trustees  by  their  advisers. 
The  debtors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  have  consequently 
the  right  to  pay  their  debts  in  the  notes,  certificates  of 
deposite  and  open  accounts  due  by  that  bank. 

It  is  understood  that  the  judges  thought  that  this  right 
was  secured  the  debtors,  both  by  the  deeds  creating  the 
trust,  and  the  circumstances  accompanying  their  execu- 
tion, as  also  by  the  acts  of  assembly  of  1818  and  1824. 

Chief  justice  Biichanan,  on  a  bill  filed  by  several 
stockholders  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  against 
Poultney,  Ellicott  &  Co.  of  Baltimore,  awarded  to-day 
an  injunction  to  prevent  the  defendants  from  voting  at 
the  next  election  of  directors  of  the  Union  bank,  two 
thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  alleged  by  the 
complainants  to  have  been  transferred  to  a  number  of 
persons  unknown,  by  the  defendants  in  February  and 
March  last,  in  intentional  invasion  of  the  provision  of  the 
charter,  limiting  the  number  of  votes  to  be  given  at  any 
such  election  by  any  one  stockholder  to  sixty. 

The  defendants  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  filing  their 
answer,  and  of  moving  to  dissolve  the  injunction  at  an 
early  day  preceding  the  election. 

The  following  proceedings  were  had  in  Baltimore 
county  court,  on  the  1st  instant: 

Gordon  and  others,  vs.  Poultney,  Ellicott  and  others.  Tnjanc- 
tion  to  rejitrain  the  defendants  from  voting  divided  stock  in  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland.  The  cliief  justice,  who  awarded 
the  injunction  in  this  cause,  ordered  that  the  d(.'fendiints  might 
answer  the  bill,  and  move  for  a  dissolution  of  the  injunction 
before  the  fourth  of  July.  The  defendants  moved  for  a  disso- 
lution to-day,  but  without  filing  an  answer  (which  must  be  on 
oath)  and  put  in  a  demurrer  and  answer  not  denying  the  facts, 
but  generally  denying  all  fraudulent  intent.  This  was  resisted 
by  the  complainants,  and  the  right  to  discharge  the  injunction 
denied,  unless  ihe  defendants  denied  the  facts  alleged  against 
their  result;  nnd  so  the  court  (judges  Magruder  and  Purviance) 
decided.  The  defendants  then  prayed  leave  to  withdraw  the 
prior  pleadnigs,  which  was  granted;  and  they  put  in  a  general 
demurrer  which  the  court  refused  to  receive  with  reference  to 


tliis  motion,  and  then  the  defendants  removed  the  cause  to  the 
court  of  chancery  upon  affidavit  and  suggestion,  (hat  it  was  not 
intended  for  delay.  'J'lie  complainants  a)OVcd  that  the  transfer 
books  and  powers  of  attorney  in  the  bank  might  be  brought  in 
for  inspection,  but  the  court  took  no  order  upon  that  motion. 
The  injunction  in  this  case  applies  to  2,000  shares  Union  bank 
of  Maryland  slock,  alleged  to  be  liypoiliecaled  to  the  Union 
bank  by  Poultney,  Ellicott  &,  Co.  and  then  transferred  to  vari- 
ous persons  to  increase  the  number  of  votes,  which  the  charter 
confines  to  sixty  voters  in  favor  of  each  stockholder. 

Gordon,  Gill,  Frick  and  McMahon,  counsel  for  complainants. 
O.  Scott,  Constable  and  Williams,  counsel  for  defendants. 

The  African  slave  trade  is  very  extensively  carried  on 
from  Cuba.  The  convention  and  laws  for  its  suppres- 
sion, seem  to  be  almost  dead  letters.  Twenty-four  slave 
vessels  were  recently  lying  at  Havana,  at  one  time. 
Some  of  them  bring  500  victims — "packed  like  pickled 
herring,"  and  the  market  for  them  is  "brisk." 

Indian  affairs.  Allusions  have  been  made  by  the  Wash- 
ington correspondents  of  the  eastern  papers,  to  the  abuses  in 
the  Indian  department,  and  frequent  calls  have  been  made  for 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  under  the  supposition  that  it  contained  a  full 
development  of  those  abuses.  From  an  examination  of  the  re- 
port, however,  it  appears,  that  the  principal  object  of  the  com- 
mittee in  making  it,  was  to /jrcuent  abuses  in  future.  The  re- 
port seems,  with  a  view  to  secure  a  real  reform,  to  have  avoid- 
ed all  topics  of  a  culpatory  character,  or  that  could  be  used  to 
excite  party  considerations.  The  two  bills  which  have  passed 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  pass 
the  senate,  will  go  far  to  secure  the  object  of  the  committee. 
The  first  bill  reduces  the  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department 
more  than  one  half.  From  a  table  annexed  to  the  report,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  average  annual  expenditures  of  ihe  last  five  years, 
was  $148,274.  By  this  bill,  it  will  be  reduced  to  ^1,650. 
This  most  important  bill  (to  organize  an  Indian  territory)  was, 
for  want  of  time,  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  congress; 
when  it  will  probably  receive  the  early  consideration  of  con- 
gress. [Nat.  Int.  June  28, 

Dr.  Zoluckoffer's  "patent  carriage  wheel  guard." 
Our  enterprizing  fellow  citizens  Messrs.  Stockton  ^  Stokes,  saya 
the  Baltimore  Patriot,  are  continually  on  the  qui  vive  for  new 
improvements  that  may  promote  the  ease,  comfort  and  security 
of  travellers.  We  have  noticed  some  of  these  heretofore;  and 
on  Wednesday  evening  we  examined  one  of  their  coaches  con- 
structed upon  an  entirely  new  principle,  by  which  the  safety  of 
passengers  is  rendered  much  more  secure  than  formerly,  as  no 
accident  can  se|)arate  the  wheel  from  the  carriage.  VVe  are 
furnished  with  the  following  technical  description  of  this  inven- 
tion. 

This  apparatus  consists  of  a  cylindrical  flanged  rim  of  iron: 
guards:  a  circular  collar:  and  a  semicircular  cap. 

The  axle  tree  and  wheels  are  made  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  cylindrical  flanged  rim  of  iron,  is  either  cast  whole  With 
the  hub,  or  in  sections,  and  screwed  to  its  periphery,  in  a  groove 
having  two  flanges,  one  on  each  side,  raised  sufHcieiitly  high  to 
form  a  groove  to  receive  the  collar. 

The  guards  are  made  of  iron,  nearly  in  the  form  of  the  letter 
Z  and  screwed  to  the  axle  tree  by  a  joint  and  screw  bolt.— To 
each  axle  tree  there  are  four  guards,  two  on  each  side. 

Tiie  circular  collar,  made  of  iron  is  secured  to  the  ends  of  the 
guards,  and  is  put  around  the  cylindrical  rim  in  the  groove 
formed  by  the  flanges. 

A  semi-circular  cap  secured  to  the  guards  by  hooks  and  sta- 
ples, is  put  over  the  hub  to  prevent  dirt  falling  in  the  groove 
around  the  rim. 

Let  the  linchpin  come  out,  the  nut  become  disengaged,  the 
spindle  break  within  the  hub,  or  at  the  shoulder  of  the  axle  tree 
or  the  axle  tree  break  at  any  point,  the  wheels  nevertheless 
continue  to  revolve,  without  any  displacement  whatever,  and 
the  body  s\ispended  on  the  axle  remains  in  its  position,  as 
though  no  accident  had  happened. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

Jime  26.  In  the  evening  session  many  bills  which  had  been 
matured,  were  passed.  [QQ=-In  this  stas,e  of  the  proceedings,  it 
is  not  worth  the  room  to  enumerate  them,  unless  on  account  of 
some  peculiarity  attending  their  passage,  for  the  reason  that  a  list 
of  all  the  acts  passed  at  the  session  is  published.] 

June  27.  The  chair  communicated  a  report  from  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  in  obedience  to  a  call  from  the  senate,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  classification  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
showing  the  proportion  of  whites  to  blacks;  also  a  similar  re- 
port on  another  call.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a  report  from  the  committee  on  finance — 
see  page 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meeting,  &c.  opposed  to  the  action 
of  the  executive  against  the  U.  States  bank,  and  the  removal 
of  the  depnsites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Ewins:,  from  103 
citizens  of  jHarrison  and  Piqua  counties,  Ohio;  hy  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son,  from  250  citizens  of  Newton,  Conn.;  by  Mr.  Clay  from 
1,700  inhabitants  of  York  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  the  sam« 
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from  700  inhabitants  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  and  by  the 
eanrje,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Butler  county.  Pa.;  which 
were  severally  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  the  memorial  of  1,655  Inhftbltanta  of 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  executive 
against  the  United  States  bank,  &c.;  which  was  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
finoneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  public 
^finances  were  presented  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  (two  memorials) 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Indiana;  and  by  Mr.  JVilkins,  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  York  county,  Pa.;  also  from  Roxborough,  West 
Chester  and  Washington;  which  were  severally  read,  referred, 
&c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Euing,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
X\\e  resolutions  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  on 
the  post  office. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  it  would  save  time  to  take  up  the 
bill  instead  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  bill  was  the  deductions  of  one  mind 
only,  and  as  the  committee  were  to  sit  during  the  recess,  a  bet- 
ter bill  could  be  prepared  by  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  addressed  the  senate  in  explanation  of  the 
several  resolutions  and  in  their  support.  He  continued  until  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Ewing  resumed  his  remarks,  in  illustra- 
tion of  the  resolutions  on  the  post  office  aad  continued  for  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Grundy  replied  to  Mr.  E.  and  occupied  the  senate  until 
flear  6  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wright  then  made  some  observations  on  the  state  of  the 
business  before  the  senate,  and  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  and  .called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which 
were  ordered. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Clayton  requested  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion,  but  Mr.  Wright  declined;  and  the  question  was  taken, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Morris,  Robin- 
son, Shepley,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss,Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman — 20. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Clayton  addressed  the  senate  for  nearly  an  hour.  He  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Grundy,  Robinson  and  Ewing;  when 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  last  resolution  as  reported  by 
the  majoiity  of  the  committee  was  stricken  out  and  substituted 
by  one  directing  the  committee  to  inquire  in  the  recess,  and  re- 
port the  number  of  editors  of  newspapers  who  have  mail  con- 
itracts,  the  amount  of  extra  allowance  paid  them:  the  number 
who  have  mail  routes  with  newspaper  privilege;  and  the  names 
and  number  of  travelling  agents,  and  the  sums  paid  them. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question  upon  the 
resolutions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Grundy,  Claytont  Ewing, 
Webster,  Clay,  Robinson  and  Benton, 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  propose  to  take  the  question  on 
the  first  resolution,  which  related  to  the  borrowing  of  money 
by  the  department,  and,  after  that,  as  the  minds  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen were  not  made  up  upon  questions  embraced  in  the 
other  resolutions,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  remainder  of  the 
resolutions  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  committee  in  the  words  following: 

^'Refolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  ^t  different  banks,  by  the  postmas- 
ter general,  in  order  to  make  Up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office  department,  without 
authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  congress 
alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  are  illegal  and  void.'^ 
And  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black, Brown, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo. 
Knight,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, White,  Wright— 41. 
NAYS— None. 

go  the  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Webster  congratulated  tlie  senate  on  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  vote  had  been  given  upon  this  proposition.     He  now, 
according  to  notice,  moved  to  lay  the  remaining  resolutions  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives, 
stating  that  the  house  had  passed  a  joint  resolution,  siisponding 
the  rule  which  prohibits  either  house  from  sending  bills  to  the 
X)ther  within  the  three  last  days  of  the  session.  It  was  luid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideratioi)  of  executive  business;  aft(!r  being  engaged  therein 
^ntil  half  paj!t  10  o'clock,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  '28.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  the  committee  on  the 
P^st  ojtfice  and  post  roads  were  discharsed  from  the  further 


consideration  of  all  other  subjects  not  acted  on,  than  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  post  office  committee  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
house  suspending  the  rule  which  prevents  the  transmission  of 
bills  from  one  house  to  the  other  durinc  the  last  three  days  of 
the  session,  was  taken  up,  amended  and^  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  commitree  on  finance  have  leave  to  sit 
in  the  recess  on  the  subjects  with  which  they  were  charged  by 
the  resolutions  of  February  4,  and  May  5;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  further  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  has  violated  its  charter;  whether  any  moneys  of 
the  United  States  remaining  in  said  bank  are  safe;  what  has 
been  the  conduct  of  the  bank  since  1832  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension and  curtailment  of  its  loans  and  discounts,  and  to  its 
dealings  in  internal  exchange;  and  what  has  been  its  general 
conduct  and  management  since  that  period. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  a  resolution  providing  for  the  report 
called  for  by  his  resolution  of  the  5th  instant  relative  to  United 
States'  pensioners,  being  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate 
during  its  recess;  for  its  being  printed  and  distributed. 
Many  bills  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
his  motion  the  senate  struck  out  from  the  bill  the  lines  making 
provision  for  the  gold  dollar — 

A  debate  ensued  on  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Webster,  Ew- 
ing, Calhoun,  Sprague,  Benton,  Porter,  King,  of  Geo.  Sprague 
and  Chambers  participated. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  biU  for 
a  third  reading,  was  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  Kin^, 
of  Alab.  King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Morris,  Poindex- 
ter, Prentiss,  Preston, Bobbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Smith,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 35. 

Nays— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Knight,  Porter,  Silsbee,  Soii- 
thard,  Sprague — 7. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  circulation  of  foreign  gold  coins  in 
the  United  States  was  taken  up,  amended  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  took  a  recess  (at  f 
past  2),  for  one  hour. 

Evening  session.  The  vice  president  did  not  take  the  chair 
at  the  opening  of  the  evening  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  president  pro  tern. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  on  counting  the  same,  the 
following  are  the  several  results: 

1st  ballot.  2d  ballot.  3d  halloi^ 

Mr.  Poindexter, 21 

Mr.  King,  of  Alab 14 

Mr.  Bibb, 1 

Mr.  Clay, 1 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 1 

Mr.  Waggaman, I 

Mr.  Tyler, 1 

Blanks, 2 

Mr.  Calhoun, 


20 

22 

13 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

42 


40 


42 


Mr.  Poindexter  having  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  on  the  third  ballot,  was  declared  duly  elected  pre- 
sident 7)ro  icm.  and  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Cham- 
bers. From  his  seat  in  the  chair  Mr.  P.  then  lose  and  addressed 
the  senate  to  the  following  effect: 

Senators:  Penetrated  with  the  most  profound  sense  of  grati- 
tude for  the  kind  manifestation  of  your  confidence  in  calling  me 
to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  honorable  body,  I  rise  to 
express  to  you  my  thanks,  and  the  unfeigned  diffidence  with 
which  I  enter  upon  the  dischari:e  of  the  arduous  and  delicate 
dutif^s  assigned  to  me.  Unskilled  in  the  technical  rules  of 
parliamentary  proceedings,  I  feel  sensible  of  my  own  defects, 
and  that  on  all  occasions  of  doubt  and  difficulty,  I  must  rely  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  and  the  friendly  aid  of  those  se- 
nators who  have  more  experience  in  such  matters  than  myself. 
Permit  me,  gentlemen  to  assure  you,  that  for  the  few  more  re- 
maining hours  of  the  present  session,  and  so  long  as  I  may  oc- 
cupy the  chair,  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavors  to  meet  your 
just  expectations,  and  to  preserve  the  order  and  decorum  of  de- 
bate, so  necessary  to  the  harmony  and  dignity  of  every  delibe- 
rative assembly,  and  to  the  despatch  of  the  important  business 
which  may  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  senate  have  elected  the  lion.  George  Poin- 
dexter to  be  their  president  pro  tcm.;  and  that  the  secretary  do 
communicate  the  same  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
building  light  houses,  placing  light  vessels.  &c.  was  taken  up, 
and  after  beinir  discussed  and  various  amendments  adopted,  was 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following 
vote. 

YEAS— Messr?.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Mooro,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  RotMnson,  Smith,  Swift, 
7>ler,  Whi,{e— 2?. 
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NAYS— Messrs.  Chambers.  Clayton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Naudaiii,  Porter.  Kobbins,  Silsbee,  Sou- 
thard, Spraijue,  Tnllmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,   VVagga'"""? 
Webster,  Wright— 18. 
So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  fable. 

This  motion,  for  reasons  assigned,  was,  afterwards,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  C/aj/,  reconsidered — 17  to  15. 

The  senate  concurre'd  in  the  amendments  of  tiie  house  to  the 
bill  concerning  duties  on  hardware. 

The  amendment  of  llie  house  to  the  bill  for  tlie  benefit  of  the 
Polish  exiles;  which  amendment  subjects  the  Tolis  lo  the  mi- 
nimum price  on  the  hinds  selected,  (I  25  per  acre),  was  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  Potomac  bridge,  was 
considered,  the  wliole  bill  stricken  out  alter  the  tir^t  section, 
the  bill  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  modified  by  Mr. 
hibb,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

After  passing  various  bills  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed  in 
the  titles, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  at  11  o'clock  went  into 
executive  business,  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  adjourn- 
ed. 

June  30.  Mr.  Webster  presented  certain  resolutions  from 
Springfield,  Mass.  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  refer- 
red, &c. 

Also  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Boston,  correcting  errors  in 
the  signatures  of  the  anti-bank  memorial  of  that  city,  by  which 
tlie  3,000  names  of  alleged  Bostonians  are  reduced  to  1,130,  and 
stating  that  the  living  and  the  dead,  the  citizens  of  all  towns, 
and  several  states,  are  contained  in  that  memorial.  The  me- 
morial was  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  their  respective  chairmen,  the  several  com- 
mittees were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  subjects  un- 
acted upon. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  locomotive  engines  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, was  read,  amended  and  passed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Southard,  instructing  the  committee  on  finance  to  sit  du- 
ring the  recess,  in  order  to  investigate  the  conditionjof  the 
banks  in  which  the  public  deposites  are  made. 

Mr.  King  opposed  the  resolution,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Southard.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Hill,  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuy- 
sen.  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Porter,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson, 
Wagg.Tman,  Webster — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Alab.  King,  of  Georgia,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wright— 12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  from  the  house  of  representatives,  appropriating  $70,000 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  making  an  appropriation  so 
wide  in  its  latitude. 

Mr.  Clay  had  designed  to  make  an  amendment  to  embrace 
the  obstructions  in  tiie  river  between  Albany  and  Troy;  but  if 
the  senators  from  New  York  would  give  a  pledge  that  the  mo- 
oey  should  be  eqwally  expended  above  and  below  Albany,  he 
would  not  press  liis  amendment. 

Messrs.  Wright  and  Tallmadge  stated  their  readiness  to  have 
the  money  equally  expended. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  an  amendment,  including  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Connecticut  river. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  advocated  the  amendment;  and  said  it  ^vas 
important  and  had  heretofore  been  included  in  a  bill  vetoed  by 
the  president. 

Mr.  Webster  was  in  favor  of  the  object,  but  was  opposed  to 
pressing  the  amendment  now,  as  it  might  hazard  th«  present  bill. 
Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  so  hasty  a  passage  of  such  a  bill, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  this  question,  which  was 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Kenton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,Grundy,  Hill, 
King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangym,  Moore,  Preston,  Shepley, 
Tyler,  White— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sils- 
bee,  Smith,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tiptqn,  Tomlinson,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster,  Wright— 19. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  iipon  the  table  was  negatived. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Smith,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  introducing  an 
appropriation  of  26,000  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the  river 
Thames;  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hend- 
ricks, Kane,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson, Waggaman.  Webster,  Wilkins,  Wright— 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King,  of  Alab. 
King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Preston,  Shepley, 
Tyler,  WhUe---14. 


The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  appro- 
priating 500,000  acres  of  land  for  the  satisfaction  of  land  war- 
rants of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  CQulinenlaJ 
line. 

After  some  discussion  the  bill  waa  laid  on  the  table:  yea« 
19,  nays  15. 

The  senate  agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  houe  to  tho  blH 
granting  a  township  of  land  to  the  exiled  Poles. 

The  senate  asked  a  conference  with  the  other  house  on  the 
disagreeing  vote  on  the  Potomac  bridge  bill,  and  appointed 
Messrs.  Chambers,  Tomlinson  and  King,  of  Georgia,  the  coui- 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to  regulate  Indian 
intercourse,  which  provides  that  the  provisions  of  the  inter- 
course bill  of  1802  shall  not  be  interfered  with  as  regards  the 
Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi,  having  been  non-concurrsd  jn 
by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  agreed  to  insist 
on  the  amendment. 

The  chair  having  called  up  the  bill  to  regulate  the  public  d»- 
po?ites  in  the  slate  banks, 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  ready  to  meet  discuision  on  the 
bill,  or  to  assent  to  laying  it  on  the  table.  He  was  instruct- 
ed to  move  an  amendment,  which  was  printed  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  if  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Black  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chambers  from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  Po- 
tomac bridge  bill  made  a  report. 

The  resolution  moved  a  few  days  since  relative  to  printing 
tiie  pension  information,  called  for  by  Mr.  Preston's  previous 
resoluiion  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  giving  the  committee  on  public  lands  authority 
to  issue  commissions  take  to  testimony  during  the  recess  wa/i 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benlon  presented  some  papers  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, showing  the  exportations  of  specie  during  the  last  two 
weeks;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  memorial  from  Indiana  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites— referred. 

The  resolution  ofTerred  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  for  a  subscription  to 
Elliott's  diplomatic  code,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
directing  the  printing  of  the  old  journals,  was  taken  up  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  allowing 
to  the  department  of  state,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
statistical  report  by  states  and  territories,  the  use  of  a  repoit 
formerly  made  from  that  department  to  the  senate. 
Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  adopted  on   Fri- 
day, the  28th  day  of  March  last,  declaring  '■'That  the  president, 
in  the  late  executive  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  is  a  resolu- 
tion imputing  impeachable  matter  to  the  president,  and  ought 
not  to  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  senate,  except  in  the  re 
gular  forms  of  a  constitutional  impeachment,  and  that  the  said 
resolution  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  senate, 
and  is  hereby  directed  to  be  expunged  therefrom  accordingly, 
Mr.  Mangum  moved  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  now. 
Mr.  TaZZ/narfge  objected. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  a  third  of  the  senate  had  left  the  city, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  observed  at  what  tiipe  the  resolution 
was  offered. 

Mr.  ^enfon  said  he  did  not  ask  a  decision  now,  but  merely 
offered  it  as  a  notice  of  his  purpose  at  the  next  session. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

At  a  quarter  before  4  o'clock,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  remained  therein  until 
half  past  6  o'clock,  when  the  doors  were  reopened. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  bill  to  gra- 
duate the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  also  the  bill  to  grant 
townships  of  land  to  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
Mr.  C/aj/ called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered, 
the  question  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Linn,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright— 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Fre- 
linghuysen, Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlin- 
son, Webster — 20. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  house  of  repreten- 
tatives  announcing  that  they  had  appointed,  on  their  part,  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  president,  to  know  if  he  bad  any  fur- 
ther communication  to  make. 

A  committee  was  immediately  appointed  by  the  senate,  on 
their  part.  ; 

Mr.  Grundy  reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  had  waft- 
ed on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  be  had  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  no  other  business  to  commnnicate; 
that  he  had  signed  all  the  bills  passed  by  the  two  houses,  except 
the  one  concerning  the  Wabash  navigation,  in  regard  to  which 
the  president  had  eaid— "The  bill  entitled  'an  act  to  improve 
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the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,'  has  been  presented  to  me 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  with  so  many  others  that  call 
tor  immediate  action,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  it  the  full 
consideration  which  its  importance  merits.  I  have  strong 
doubts  whether  I  can  approve  tliis  bill,  consistently  witli  the 
"opinions  I  entertain  as  to  the  powers  of  this  government  on 
subjects  of  this  description.  But  my  respect  for  the  decision  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  for  the  large  body  of  my  fellow 
'citizens  who  are  interested  in  this  improvement,  induces  me 
to  hold  the  bill  for  the  present,  that  I  may,  during  the  period  al- 
lowed to  me  by  the  constitution  for  that  purpose,  give  to  it  the 
most  careful  and  delibeiate  consideration." 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  the  bill  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudson  river  had  been  presented  to-day,  and  that  had  been 
signed,  while  the  bill  concerning  the  Wabash  was  previously 
presented,  and  that  was  not  .signed.  It  would  not  be  a  consti- 
tutional act,  he  added,  if  it  were  signed  after  to-day. 

Mr.  Webster  concurred  in  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Grundy  diflered. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Tallmadge,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  inform  the  house  that  tiie  senate  were  now  ready  to 
^djoiirn. 

iOtt  joaotioi)  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday  evening,  June  26.  After  other  business,  llie  bouse, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  the  bill  to  enable  the 
secretary  of  state  to  purchase  the  books  and  papers  of  general 
Washington. 

Mr.  Pierson,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
.«trik(£)g  out  $25,000,  and  inserting  $'3.5,000. 

Mr.  rf'ii^ie  described  tiie  papers  to  be  purchfised,  (whicli  consist 
of  upwards  of  two  hundred  manuscri;>t  volumes,  in  folio,  cliro- 
jiologically  arranged,  and  stroujzly  bound).  Among  other  in- 
teresting papers,  these  volumes  contained  duplicate  lists  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  army  who  held  their  commissions  at  the  time 
the  array  was  disbanded.  As  the  only  other  copy  of  these  lists 
iiad  been  consumed  in  the  destruction  of  the  war  office,  they 
now  furnished  the  only  means  of  checking  false  claims  to  pen 
sions,  several  -of  which,  to  a  large  amount,  had  already  been 
detected,  by  a  resort  to  thesfl  papers,  when  no  other  means  of 
Tesisting  them  was  extant.  The  government  had  already  saved 
to  itself  a  large  portion  of  the  money  asked  for  these  manti- 
scripts;  they  were  therefore  invaluable  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Jarvis  resisted  the  amendment  with  warmth.  In  his 
pari  of  the  country,  a  bargain  was  a  bargain.  The  owner  of 
these  papers  had  agreed  to  take  $25,000,  and  now,  because  they 
were  found  valuable  to  the  country,  it  was  attempted  to  exact 
^10,060  mme. 

Mr.  Wayne  vindicated  the  owner  of  these  papers  from  the 
imputation  of  extortion  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Jarvis.  The  amend- 
ment was  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  committee  themselves, 
and  had  been  moved  without  his  privity  or  consent. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  N.  Carolina,  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  to 
:$15,000,  but  his  motion  not  being  in  order, 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
J^r.  Pierson,  and  negatived — ayes  51,  noes  89. 
'^Iie  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

The  bill  to  purchase  live  oak  frames  for  the  frigate  Paul  Jones 
;and  the  slo,op  of  war  Levant;  was,  after  some  discussion,  post- 
jponed. 

Thebitl  to  rebuild  the  frigate  Congress,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
^constructing  three  steam  batteries,  and  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  thenavj',  were  severally  considered  and  laid  aside. 

The  cofomiltee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  establishing  rations 
lor  the  navy. 

Mr.  Watmough  moved  that  it  be  postponed. 
Mr.  Parker  hoped  not.  He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
It  was  read,  and  its  culinary  details  about  pickles,  cranberries, 
rice  and  cheese,  occasioned  much  laughter  in  the  house,  (inso- 
much that  the  clerk  himself  caught  the  infection,  and  was  with 
difficulty  able  to  proceed). 

Mr.  Parker  was  glad  to  see  the  house  in  so  good  a  humor, 
and  hoped  they  would  continue  so  until  they  had  passed  the 
bill,  lie  explained  why  this  particular  feature  of  the  general 
system  of  improvement  had  been  selected  and  placed  in  a  dis- 
tinct bill.  It  was  mainly  to  second  the  laudable  efforts  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  discouraging  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
among  our  sailors,  by  allowing  substitutes  more  conducive  to 
their  health,  comfort  and  morals. 

Mr.  Surges  admitted  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  re- 
gretted that  it  should  have  been  put  off  till  within  a  few  hours 
of  the  close  of  the  session.  He  was  opposed  to  any  thing  like 
precipitation,  in  attempting  so  great  a  change  in  the  habits  of 
our  tars.  He  dreaded  any  measure  in  the  form  of  positive  pro- 
tiibition,  lest  it  should  produce  reaction,  and  only  confirm  the 
«vil  which  it  sought  to  remove. 

Mr.  Watmough  objected  to  the  <:onsideration  of  the  bill.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  picked  out  this  parti- 
cular item  concerning  rations  from  the  general  system  of  revis- 
ed laws  for  the  navy,  which  the  naval  committee  had  determin- 
ed not  to  loxich.  lie  did  not  consider  it  at  any  time  expedient 
forcibly  to  deprive  our  Jacks  of  their  grog.  The  bill  had  been 
ibrought  forward  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  the  com- 
inittee. 

Mr.  Parker  said  he  should  admit  this  to  be  true,  if  he  did  not 
IpCifftOjaalljr  Jtnow  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact.    This  very  bill  Jiad 


been  brought  before  the  coumiittee.  It  was  a  part  of  the  very 
code,  the  origination  of  which  the  gentleman  had  claimed,  and 
which,  if  it  were  so,  reflected  great  credit  upon  him.  Would 
he  object  to  tliis  bill  because  it  carried  into  eJlecl  a  part  of  his 
own  plan.  Mr.  P.  repeated  that  the  bill  had  been  approved  by 
the  committee;  and  he  would  go  further  and  state  that  it  was 
approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  brought 
himself  to  entertain  any  discussion  of  this  matter.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  had  a  warrant  in  bis  gray  hairs  for  mak- 
ing assertions  which  had  a  bearing  on  the  veracity  of  other 
gentlemen,  and  was  perfectly  safe  in  whatever  he  chose  to 
say.  Mr.  W.  was  not  aware  of  any  assent  of  the  committee  to 
bringing  the  bill  forward.  He  would  not  appeal  to  the  commit- 
tee, but  stated  it  as  a  fact  that  the  committee  had  expressly  re- 
solved not  to  bring  the  subject  forward,  and  press  it  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Patton  here  interposed,  and  said  further  explanations  be- 
tween the  gentlenjen  were  needless,  and  tended  only  to  pro- 
duce a  greater  aggravation  of  feeling.  Tlsey  were  in  fact  both 
right  and  both  urono.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  the  committee  had  resolved  not  to 
lake  up  the  general  subject,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  equally  right  in  slating  that  he  had  brought  forward  the 
present  bill  in  committee,  that  it  had  been  discussed  and  deter- 
mined that  he  might  bring  forward  the  bill,  but  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  would  not  hold  themselves  pledged  to 
support  it.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  ihe  bill.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  empower  the  commanders  of  our  public  vessels  to 
compel  Jack  to  part  with  his  grog  and  eat  double  rations  of 
pickles  or  cheese.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed,  and 
the  bill  was  accordingly  postponed. 

The  committee  look  up  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson  liver;  which, after  discussion  and  amendment,  was 
laid  aside. 

The  bill  granting  additional  lands  for  the  satisfaction  of  revo- 
lutionary land  warrants,  was  then  taken  up,  and  after  being 
gone  through  with  and  amended,  was  laid  aside,  and  then  the 
committee  rose  and  the  several  bills  were  reported  to  the  house. 
The  house  took  wp  the  fortification  bill,  and  the  question  be- 
ing ou  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  it  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  a  fort  upon  George's  island — ayes  64,  nays  55. 
The  chair  declared  that  no  quorum  had  voted. 
Mr.  Polk  insisted  that  it  was  a  quorum,  because  vacant  seats 
were  not  to  be  counted. 

The  chair  interpreted  the  rule  otherwise,  and  decided  that  a 
quorum   must  consist  of  one  half  the  entire  number  of  the 
house,  without  regarding  vacancies  that  had  occurred. 
'  A  debate  ensued,  and  the  motion  was  finally  rejected,  yeas 
73,  nays  80. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  $100,000  for 
the  fort  ou  Throg's  Neck — which  was  negatived  65  to  8u. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for  a  fort  at  Grand 
Terre,  Louisiana — rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  McJTim  moved  an  amendment,  appropriating  $25,000  to 
commmence  forts  of  the  first  and  second  class  at  Baltimore. 
Mr.  Polk  opposed  the  amendment  and  it  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  was  re- 
jected, ayes  40,  nays  95. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 
The  West  Point  academy  bill  was  taken  up,  and  after  debate 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

After  disposing  of  various  other  bills,  the  bouse,  at  10  o'clock, 
adjourned. 

Friday,  June  27.  Memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  opposed  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  executive  in  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  &c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Denny,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mercer  county.  Pa.;  by  the  same, 
from  the  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  (disapproving  also  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  protest),  and  other  measures  of  the  execu- 
tive; by  the  same,  from  four  wards  of  Pittsburiih  and  fifteen 
townships  of  Alleghany  county;  by  the  same,  the  proceedings 
of  the  state  convention  convened  at  Harrisburgh  on  the  27th 
May  last;  all  which  proceedings,  &c.  were  severally  read,  re- 
ferred, &c. 

Mr.  Denny  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Mercer  county,  Pa.  favorable  to  the  measures  of  the 
executive  against  the  bank,  which  was  read,  &c. 

Various  bills  from  the  senate  were  reported  from  the  several 
committees,  committed,  laid  on  the  table  or  passed. 

Mr.  E.  Everett  reported  a  resolution  directing  that  the  statue 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  presented  to  congress  by  lieut.  Levy,  of  the 
navy,  be  placed  in  the  square  at  the  eastern  front  of  the  capitol; 
which  resolution  was  read  and  assented  to. 

Mr.  Jarvis  submitted  a  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted,  directing  the  clerk  of  this  house  to  pay  to  John  Van- 
derlyn,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  $1,500  as  additional  com- 
pensation for  the  full  length  portrait  of  Washington,  executed 
by  him,  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Polk  introduced  by  consent,  a  joint  resolution,  suspend- 
ing the  rule  which  forbids  the  sending  of  new  bills  from  one 
house  to  the  other  on  the  three  last  days  of  the  session,  until  10 
o'clock  this  evening;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resunjed  the  consideration  of  the  Georgia 
claims'  bill;  and 
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Mr.  Jidams  rose  in  opposition,  and  spoke  until  the  hour  of  2 
o'clock,  when  the  house  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 

Evening  session.  The  Georgia  claims'  bill  was  again  taken 
up,  and  Mr.  ^<iams  concluded  his  remarks.  He  was  followed 
by  Messrs.  Cambrelens,,  Burs,es  and  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Barber  moved  the  previous  question,  which  being  sustain- 
ed, the  bill  passed,  yeas  99,  nays  60. 

The  light  house  bill,  after  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Polk,  passed, 
yeas  119,  nays  55. 

Several  bills,  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature  being  dis- 
posed of, 

The  bill  repealing  certain  provisions  of  the  tariff  law  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Florida  and 
Arkansas,  having  been  re.id, 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  an  amendment  allowing  certain 
claimants  to  produce  the  testimony  in  favor  of  their  claims  be- 
fore the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices,  in  their  dis- 
tricts, to  be  by  them  reported  to  congress- 
Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Vinton  made  inquiries  respecting  the 
lands  and  claimants,  on  whom  the  amendment  was  to  operate, 
and  it  appearing  that  the  lands  were  those  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  alleged  notorious  frauds,  Mr.  Vinton  opposed  the  bill 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Messrs.  Cave  Johnson  and  Sevier  acknowledged  the  frauds  of 
the  individuals  named,  but  alleged  the  present  holders  had  pur- 
chased the  lands  innocently.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Thebill  authorising  the  construction  of  rail  roads  and  canals 
through  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  was  taken  up, 
and  after  a  warm  debate,  laid  on  the  table,  as  being  too'loosely 
drawn. 

The  bill  prohibiting  the  corporations  of  Washington,  George- 
town and  Alexandria  from  issuing  bank  bills  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  10  dollars,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  appropriating  $100,000  for  the  Alexandria  canal  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Several  other  bills  connected  with  the  local  affairs  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  its  internal  improvements; 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the  U. 
States  and  Spain; 
The  bill  relative  to  the  Washington  papers; 
The  bill  to  purchase  frames  for  a  frigate  and  schooner; 
The  bill  authorising  transfers  of  naval  appropriations;  and 
The  bill  for  rebuilding  the  frigate  Congress;  and 
The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  were  se- 
verally ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
At  half  past  10  o'clock,  the  house  adjourned. 
Saturday,  June  28.    Mr.  It.  M.  Johnson  asked  the  consent  of 
the  house  to  permit  him  to  offer  a  resolution  embracing  a  vote 
of  thanks,  for  his  services,  to  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 
Several  members  objected. 

Sir.  Crockett  said:  I  go  against  the  resolution  altogether,  and 
I  am  ready  to  state  why  1  do  so.  I  am  not  inclined  to  adopt 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  any  man,  without  knowing  what  for,  or  be- 
iag  satisfied  they  are  deserved. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  moved  that  the  house  suspend  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  present  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Burocs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered 
and  appeared  as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays  51.  There  not  being 
two  thirds  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Several  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  granting  70,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson 
river  was  passed,  yeas  95,  nays  62,  and  sent  to,  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  harbor  bill  were  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  that  the  house  do  non-coiicur  in  the  amend- 
ment increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  "raft 
or  obstructions  in  the  Red  river,  from  30,000  to  50,000  dollars; 
wliich  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  all  agreed  to  and  reported  to  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  the  house  suspended  the  rule  and 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  a 
marine  hospital  at  Baltimore,  which  was  amended  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  extending  the  time,  of  issuing  military  land  warrants 
wes  read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  house  extended  the  time  of  sending  new  bills  from  one 
house  to  another  so  as  to  include  several  bills  which  had  just 
been  passed;  and  then  the  house  took  a  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Evening  session.  The  Baltimore  rail  road  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table  by  a  vote  of  107  to  50. 

The  senate,  after  having  indefinitely  "postponed  the  light 
house  bill,  sent  for  it  back  to  receive  the  further  action  of  that 
body. 

The  amendments  from  the  senate  to  the  fortification  bill  were 
concurred  in. 

The  rest  of  the  sitting  was  chiefly  occupied  with  private  bills 
from  the  senate. 

In  the  course  of  the  night,  Mr.  Speioht  moved  a  resolution 
pr;esenting  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  late 
.^peakeri  w.lxich  .was  adopted,. 97, to  49. 


The  house  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning,  having  been  in  session  until  nearly  2  o'clock  on  Sun- 
day morning,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  Mr.  John  Q. 
Jldarns  and  others. 

Moiuhiy,  June  30.  The  bill  from  the  senate  granting  a  town- 
ship of  liind  to  two  hundred  and  thirty- five  eiiii;,'rar!t  Poles, 
having  been  amended  by  ilie  hous-e,  was  returned  by  ilie  senate 
with  their  non-concurrence  in  the  arriendrneru,  and  coming  up  tor 
consideration,  after  a  warm  debate,  the  house  iri«i?tt'd  upon  its 
amendment  (requiring  the  minimum  price  lor  tlie  land)  to  the 
bill — yeas  82,  nays  68. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  the 
Potomac  bridge,  &c.  having  been  returned  lioui  the  senate,  with 
sonie  amendments, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  house  disagreed  to  a  part  of  the 
senate's  amendment,  and  further  amended  the  bill.  [A  confer- 
ence and  compromise  aticr  wards  took  place.] 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  to  compose  the 
committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  to  investiuate  the  affairs  of  the 
post  office:  Messrs.  Connor,  Polk,  IVhiUlescy,  Horace  Evcrelly 
Beardsley,  JValmoui^h  and  Ilau-es, 

Mr.  Polk  was  excused,  at  his  request,  and  Mr.  Stoddcrt  ap- 
pointed  in  his  place. 

The  bill  remitting  the  duties  on  bells  presented  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  passed  66  to  58. 

The   house  receded   from   its  disagreement  to  the  senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  Indians. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  house  concurred  in  the  se- 
nate's amendment  to  the  light  house  bill. 

The  resolution  making  an  additional  allowance  of  ^100  to  the 
chaplain  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Heister  moved  a  resolution  requiring  the  clerk  of  the 
house  to  compile  and  report  tabular  statements  in  detail  on  the 
subject  of  canals  and  rail  roads;  which  was  rejected. 

The  house  being  without  a  quorum,  a  call  was  ordered,  and 
after  88  members  had  answered,  and  others  appearing,  the  call 
was  suspended. 

The  senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  to  pay  for  property  lost 
and  destroyed  in  the  late  war  on  the  frontiers,  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  disagreed  to  the  senate's  amendments  to  the  bill 
to  complete  the  repairs  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

After  transacting  some  minor  business,  the  usual  message 
was  sent  to  the  senate  and  president,  informing  tliem  that  the 
house  was  ready  to  adjourn,  &c.  and  the  iiouse  adjourned  until 
the  regular  time  of  meeting  in  December  next. 

SILVER  COIN  LAW. 
An  act  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  with- 
in the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  House  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  following  silver  coins  shall  be 
of  the  legal  value,  and  shall  pass  current  as  money,  within  the 
United  States,  by  tale,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  de- 
mands, at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  the  dollar,  that  is  to 
say,  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili  and  Central  America,  of 
not  less  weight  than  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  each,  and 
those  restamped  in  Brazil  of  the  like  weight,  of  not  less  fine- 
ness than  ten  ounces  fifteen  pennyweights  of  pure  silver,  in  the 
troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver;  and  the  five 
franc  pieces  of  France,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten 
ounces  and  sixteen  pennyweights  in  twelve  ounces  troy  weight 
of  standard  silver,  and  weighing  not  less  than  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  grains  each,  at  the  rate  of  ninety- three  cents 
each. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  aforesaid 
silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  at  least  once  in  every  year  and  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Approved,  June  2bth,  1834. 

—»••>♦©  ®  ft^*.'— 
LIST  OF  ACTS 

PASSED    AT   THE    FIRST    SESSION   OF   THE     TWENTY-THIRD    C:i>-- 
GRESS,    ENDING    JUNE    30,    1834. 

From  the  National  hitelliaencer  of  July  1. 

An  act  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 

Further  to  extend  the  term  of  certam  pensions  chargeable  on 
the  privateer  pension  fund. 

Supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Garrigues  Flaujac,  of  Louisiana," 

Making  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support  of  goverimient 
for  the  year  1834. 

Granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 

Making  certain  allowances,  and  granting  certain  arrearages 
to  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  U.  S.  corps  of  marines. 

To  grant  to  the  state  of  Ohio  certain  lands  for  the  support  of 
schools,  in  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  thirty  four. 

Granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 

Awlliorisiiig  the  secretary  of  war  to  establish  a  pension  agen- 
cy ill  llie  town  of  Decatur,  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  to  pio- 
vide  for  jiaying  certain  pensions  in  said  town  of  Decatur. 
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In  reference  to  pre-emption  rights  in  the  south-eastern  district 
of  Louisiana. 

Granting  the  right  ef  pre-emption  to  John  Yantes. 
Making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities,  and  other  similar 
objects,  fur  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  revolutionary  pensioners  of  the 
Ihe  United  States,  for  the  year  1834. 

Concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Confirming  the  title  of  Samuel  Vail  in  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
in  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

Making  appropriations  for  tlie  military  academy  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army,  for  the 
year  1834. 

Regulating  the  value  of  certain  silver  coins  within  the  United 
States. 

Making  additional  appropriations  for  certain  harbors,  and  re- 
moving obstructions  in  tlie  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  for  the  year 
1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government,  for  tlie  year  1834. 
To  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Arkansas. 
Regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  within  the 
United  States. 

To  authorise  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  American,  of 
Savannah. 

To  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  commission,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  with 
France. 

To  change  the  boundary  between  the  south-eastern  and  west- 
ern land  districts  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

To  revive  and  amend  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  an  act,  in  addition 
thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1832. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  carry  into  effect 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  October,  1832. 

To  enable  the  secretary  of  state  to  purchase  the  papers  and 
books  of  general  Washington. 

To  authorise  the  removal  of  the  custom  house  from  Magnolia 
to  St.  Marks,  in  Florida. 

To  equalise  representation  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

For  the  reappropriation  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  a  for- 
mer appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims, 
for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetyrlwo,  and 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Giving  the  consent  of  congress  to  an  agreement  or  compact 
entered  into  between  the  state  of  New  York  and  Ihe  state  of 
New  Jersey,  respecting  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
said  stales- 
Making  additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  for  the  year  1834. 

To  amend  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May, 
1830,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  sundry  ves- 
sels sunk  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore." 

Making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties  and  for  other  purposes. 

To  attach  th&  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  north  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  the  territory 
of  Michigan. 

To  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  Indian 
affairs. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  for  ollitr  purposes. 

For  the  better  organization  of  the  United  Slates  marine 
corps. 

To  increase  and  regulate  the  pay  of  the  surgeons  and  assist- 
ant surgeons  of  the  army. 

To  procure  a  bust  in  "marble,  of  the  late  chief  justice  Ells- 
worth. 

For  the  completion  of  the  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Mem- 
phis, in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory 
of  Arkansas. 
Concerning  the  duties  on  lead. 

Authorising  the  selection  of  certain  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

For  the  repairs  of  Mar's  Hill  military  road,  in  the  state  of 
Maine. 

To  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Natchez,  in  Mississippi,  and 
creating  certain  ports  of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Concerning  naval  pensions  and  the  navy  pension  fund. 
Authorizing  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tain roads  to  be  opened  in  Arkansas. 

Confirming  to  Gilbert  Hodges,  his  heirs,  or  legal  representa- 
tives, certain  lands  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Burris,  of  Mississippi,"  approved  February  19,  1831. 

To  suspend  the  operation  of  certain  provisos  of  an  "act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
approved  Mth  July,  1832. 


To  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan. 

To  enable  the  president  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
government  of  France,  in  relation  to  certain  French  seamen 
killed  or  wounded  at  Toulon,  and  their  families. 

To  authorise  the  correction  of  erroneous  selections  of  land 
granted  to  the  stale  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
the  Michigan  road. 
Limiting  the  lime  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
To  create  two  additional  land  districts  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  two  new  land  districts  north  of  said  state,  in  the  territory 
now  attached  to  Michigan,  which  lies  between  Lake  Michigan 
cirid  the  Mississippi  river. 

Confirming  certain  land  claims  in  thedistrictof  St.  Stephen's, 
in  Alabama. 
For  the  continuation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road. 
To  revive  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,"  approved  May  29,  1830. 

To  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compromise  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  the  late  firm  of  Minturn  & 
Champlain  and  their  securities. 

To  continue  further  in  force  "an  act  to  authorise  the  exten- 
sion, construction  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  into  and  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

To  authorise  Gazaway  B.  Larmar  to  import  an  iron  steam- 
boat, in  detached  parts,  with  the  necessary  machinery,  tools 
and  working  utensils  therefor,  into  the  United  States,  free  from 
duty,  and  to  provide  for  the  remission  of  the  same. 

To  change  the  times  for  commencing  the  sessions  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Granting  to  general  Philemon  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  a  tract 
of  land  in  consideration  of  the  military  services  rendered  by 
him  in  taking  possession  of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  includ- 
ed in  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  "act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3d,  1825. 

To  remunerate  Stephen  C.  Phillips  for  the  support  and  trans- 
portation of  shipwrecked  American  seamen. 

For  changing  the  term  of  the  district  court  for  the  western*^ 
district  of  Louisiana. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  "an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  stale 
of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of  New  York;  to  re- 
move the  office  ofcollector  of  Niagara  to  Lewistown;  to  make 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of 
delivery;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi,  to 
make  two  new  districts,  to  be  called  the  districts  of  Sandusky 
and  Teche,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Authorising  the  governors  of  the  several  states  to  transmit  by 
mail  certain  books  and  documents. 

To  confirm  the  selection  and  survey  of  two  sections  of  land 
to  Francis  Lafbnlaine  &  Son,  and  Iheir  assignees. 

Authorising  a  sum  of  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong. 
Granting  a  township  of  land  to  certain  exiled  Poles  from  Po- 
land. 

Authorising  the  payment  of  bounty  on  certain  fishing  vessels 
lost  at  sea. 

To  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Making  appropriations  for  building  light  houses,  light  boats, 
beacons  and  monuments,  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  river,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Granting  pensions  to  several  persons  therein  named. 
To  refund  the  extra  tonnage  duty  on  brig  Liberator. 
To  refund  to  certain  owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  and  Mary 
the  sum  paid  flito  the  treasury  by  reason  of  the  condemnation 
of  said  vessel. 

To  authorise  the  sale  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Saint  Marks,  in 
Florida. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  14th  artiele  of  the  treaty  of  the  8lh  of 
January,  1821,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  so  far  as  rer 
lates  to  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia  against  said  In- 
dians, prior  to  1822. 
To  renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blanchard. 
Authorising  Edmund  Brooke  to  remove  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia two  slaves  owned  by  him  prior  to  liis  removal  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Repealing  certain  acts  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  territo- 
ry of  Florida. 

Authorising  a  road  to  be  cut  out  from  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  of  Florida,  by  Marianna,  to  the  town  of  Apala- 
chicola,  within  the  said  territory. 

To  mark  and  open  a  road  from  Columbia  to  Little  Rock,  in 
the  territory  of  Arkansas. 
To  provide  for  rebuilding  the  frigate  Congress. 
Authorising  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  experiments 
for  the  safety  of  the  steam  engine. 

Authorising  the  purchase  of  live  oak  frames  for  a  frigate  and 
sloop  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

To  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  direct 
transfers  of  appropriations  in  the  naval  service,  under  certain 
circumstances. 

Authorising  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac, 
and  repealing  all  acts  already  paseetJ  in  relation  thereto. 

Increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  United  States  for 
the  territories  of  Michigan,  Arkansas  and  Florida. 
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To  authorise  an  extra  eesaion  of  the  legislative  council  of  the 
territory  of  Michigan. 

To  prohibit  the  corporations  of  Washington,  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  from  issuing  promisso- 
ry notes  or  bills  of  any  denomination  less, than  ten  dollars,  after 
the  period  therein  mentioned,  and  for  ilie  gradual  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  all  such  notes  and  bills. 

Siipplemtntary  to  the  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing copy-riglits. 

For  esiablisliinc  the  northern  boundary  Jine  of  tlie  country 
purchased  of  the  Chickasaws  by  the  treaty  of  1822. 

Making  compensation  for  certain  diiilomatic  services,  and  for 
.other  purposes. 

To  rejiuQ-yish  the  reversionary  interest  of  the  United  States 
in  a  certaiii  Indian  reservation  lying  between  the  rivers  Missis- 
sippi and  Desmoines. 

To  authorise  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  James  La- 
tham, deceased,  to  withdraw  and  relocate  a, land  warrant. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
(during  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  IlJinois 
and  Michigan  territory. 

To  complete  the  improvements  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

.Concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  vesaesls. 

RELIEF    ACTS. 

JForthft  relief  of  Samuel  Thompson;  of  George  Chinn;  of  Ben- 
jamin Sherfy;  of  the  heirs  of  widow  Robert  Avast;  of  Thomas 
Richardson;  of  William  S.  Anderson;  of  George  H.  Jennings; 
of  James  H.  Brewqr;  of  John  Webber;  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Morrison,  deceased;  of  John  Thompson;  of  Rich- 
ard Bagnall,  executor  of  James  B.  Vanghan;  of  Whitford  Gill; 
of  Peregrine  Gardner;  of  Edward  Willet;  of  Jotham  Lincoln, 
administrator  of  Samuel  Burr  Lincoln,  deceased;  of  John  H. 
Maguire;  of  Russell  Hunt,  David  Hunt  and  Amos  Hunt;  of 
Philip  Hickey;  of  John  Bills;  of  Daniel  Hazleton  and  William 
Palmer;  of  Francis  Barnes;  of  Joseph  M.  Harper;  of  Martha 
Bailey  and  others;  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Boyd,  deceased; 
^f  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Three  Sisters,  of  Saybrook;  of 
Philip  Bessom;  of  the  widow  and  children  of  George  Ludlum, 
deceased;  of  Coleman  Fisher;  of  Lucy  Loomis;  of  the  heirs  of 
Arnold  Henry  DoiiTman;  of  Elijah  Lincoln;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Walter  Livingston,  deceased;  of  Joel  Byington; 
of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Richard  Livingston,  a  Canadian  refugee, 
deceased;  of  Joel  Wilkinson;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Jo- 
seph Rowe,  deceased;  of  Horatio  N.  Crabb;  of  John  G.  Rey- 
nolds; of  John  Percival,  master  commandant  in  the  U.  States 
iiavy;  of  John  L.  Lobdell;  of  Thomas  Ap.  C.  Jones;  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Frances  Barham,  deceased,  and 
her  husband.  Fielding  Barham;  of  Aaron  Bellamy;  of  Luther 
Li.  Smith;  of  Pearson  Freeman;  of  Joseph  Guedry  and  others; 
of  Asher  Morgan  and  others',  of  Richard  Nance;  of  Baptiste 
Jeansonne  and  Joseph  Pierre  Petre;  of  George  Elliott;  of  John 
Winslett;  of  John  S.  Flemming,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of 
John  Syme,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Christian 
Ish,  deceased;  of  Robert  Reynolds;  of  the  heirs  or  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  doctor  John  Perrien,  deceased;  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  have  lost  property  by  the  depredations 
of  certain  Indian  tribes;  of  Frederick  Raymer;  of  Antoine  Cru- 
zat;  of  Terence  Le  Blanc;  of  William  Weedon;  of  Jeremiah 
Worshamt  of  Joseph  Clift;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Thompson,  jr.  late  of  Louisiana;  of  Marguerite  Baron,  widow 
of  Jean  Pierre  Ledoux;  of  George  K.  Jackson;  of  Henry  Oakes; 
of  Francais  Siizone;  of  Henry  Sewall  and  Robert  Sewall;  of 
John  C.  Naylor;  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  of  Samuel  Bayard,  sur- 
viving executor  of  John  Bayard,  deceased,  and  of  the  executors 
of  Joseph  Falconer,  deceased;  of  William  Eaos,  of  Arkansas; 
of  Judith  Thomas  and  Daniel  Palmer;  of  George  Bowen;  of 
William  K.  Paulding;  of  William  Haslett;  of  Samuel  D.  Wal- 
ker; of  Alexander  J.  Robinson;  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  William  G.  Christopher,  deceased;  of  William 
B.  Doliber  and  others,  owner  and  heirs  of  the  crew  of  the 
schooner  Mary  and  Hannah;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Brown;  of  Henry  Whitney;  of  Jonathan  Walton  and 
John  J.  De  Graff;  of  Stephen  KingjJton;  of  Asha  Hartfield,  his 
assignee,  or  legal  representative;  of  John  Allen;  of  certain  in- 
habitants of  East  Florida;  of  Thomas  Minor;  of  Margaret  Riker; 
of  Wolcott  Chauncey;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  P. 
Hainesworth,  deceased;  of  Hannah  Stone;  of  John  Elie  Tholo- 
zan  and  William  Russell;  of  the  city  of  Washington;  of  the 
town  of  Fayelteville,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas;  of  Charles 
Burkham  and  others,  employed  as  spies,  on  the  frontier  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  1830;  of  Noah  Staley;  of  George  Staler;  of  John 
Kimberlin;  of  Haggerty  and  David  Austin,  of  New  York;  of 
John  Hone  &  Sons,  of  New  York;  of  Peleg  Spencer;  of  John 
Hurtell;  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Felix  St.  Vraine;  of  James 
Ord:  of  James  Fife,  a  Creek  Indian;  of  John  Chandler  and 
William  Johnson;  of  the  representatives  of  Hugh  McGennis, 
deceased;  of  John  Peck;  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  capt.  Wtn. 
Royall,  deceased;  of  James  Noble;  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Philip  Moore,  deceased;  of  the  leiral  representatives  of  Tho- 
mas Nash;  of  col.  A.  R.  Woolley;  of  Moses  Archer;  of  Jona- 
than M.  Blaisdell;  of  William  D.  Acken;  of  Ilishe  Homa,otiier- 
wise  called  capt.  Red  Pepper,  an  Indian  of  the  Choctaw  tribe; 
of  William  A.  Duer;  of  John  Duer  and  Beverly  Robinson,  trus- 
tees of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alexander,  deceased;  of  Aaron  Fitz- 
jrerald;  of  the  administrators  of  Bolitha  Laws,  deceased;  of 
C  harles  J.  Hand;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John 
R  ose,  sen.  deceased;  of  John  Kirkpatrick;  of  the  legal  repre- 


sentatives of  Lawrence  Milligan,  deceased;  of  the  sureties  of 
John  H.  Morton;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  H.  Bo- 
gles, deceased;  of  Peter  Mills;  of  Andrew  Armstrong;  of  Wm. 
Mann;  of  John  A.  Webster,  and  for  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Coleman;  of  the  widow  of  Chimcnt  B.  Penrose  and  Win. 
C.  Waddell;  of  John  Shacklbrd;  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  ot  J.itiies  IJcIl,  deceased;  of  a  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  brig  y.irah  George;  of  Ephriilm  Whilaker;  o^lieut. 
Robert  Wilnioit;  of  Ann  Mortimer  Barron;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  I3ull(;r  Claiborne,  deceased;  of  tiie  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Everard  Meade,  deceased;  ol  the  legal  reprtsenta- 
tives  of  c<i|Uain  James  Grain;  of  John  Emerson;  of  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  Wallace,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Enns 
Grannis,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
William  Teas,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Taylor,  deceased;  of  John  Bruce;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  M.  Gregory;  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Admiral;  of 
John  Wilson;  of  Ezekiel  Foster  and  company,  of  Easlport, 
state  of  Maine;  of  Benedict  Alford  and  Robert  Brush;  of  At- 
water  and  Dagget,  and  others,  owners  of  the  brig  Hannah;  of 
Francis  and  Judith  Taylor;  of  George  Gordon,  as^ignee  and  re- 
presentative of  the  heirsof  Matthew  Ramey,  deceased;  of  Amos 
W.  Brown;  of  Samuel  A.  Edmondson;  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Leonard  Holly,  deceased;  of  James  Marsh;  of  Samuel 
Armstrong  Bailey;  of  George  Reed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  directing  certain  books  to  be  procured  and  furnish- 
ed members  of  the  23d  congress. 

Giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  property  of  the  United 
States  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail 
road  company. 

For  distributing  returns  of  the  last  census. 

Fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress. 

Joint  resolution  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress  and  of  the  nation,  on  the  occasion  of  the  decease  of 
general  Lafayette. 

[The  above  list  is  supposed  to  be  complete,  with  the  exception 
of  a  very  few  private  acts.  Every  public  act  is  believed  to  be  enu- 
merated.] 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 

IN   THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  the  deposite  bill. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  the  24th  June,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating deposites  of  the  public  money  in  the  local  banks: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Day,  Deming,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forres- 
ter, Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Joseph 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatha- 
way, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington, 
Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Sea- 
born Jones,  Benj.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Leavitt,  Thos.  Lee,  Lyon,  Lylle,  A.  Mann, 
Joel  K.  Mann,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Mclnlire,  McKay, 
McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton, 
Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Augustus  H.'  Shepperd,  Siiinn,  Smith, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stodderti^  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardvvell,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White 
— 1 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  a.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
Binney,  Bull,  Burd,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Uhilton,  Wm. 
Clark,  Clayton,  Corvvin,  Coulter,  Darlington,  Davenport,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  PhiloC. 
Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland,  Gorham,  Graham,  Grennel), 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,^ 
Heath,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Jackson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Mar- 
shall, McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Piuck- 
ney.  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden",  Wm.  B.  Shepard, 
Wm.  Slade,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele,  Stewart, 
Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Vinton,  Watrnoush,  E. 
D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 90. 

On  the  West  Point  appropriation  bill, 
YEAS— Messrs.  John  Q,.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
William  Allen,  Anthony,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bay- 
lies, Bean,  Beardsley,  Binney,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Brown,  Bull, 
Burd,  Bulges,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Chamboi's,  Chinn,  S.  Clark, 
William  Clark,  Cranier,  Darlington,  Day,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing, 
Fillmore,  Pliilo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gar- 
land, Gillet,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Halsey,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Joseph  M.  Harper,  Hathaway,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Howell,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Abel  Huntington,  Jackson,  Jar- 
vis, W.  C.  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson, 
Kin2,  Kinnard,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Lincoln,  Lytle, 
Ahijah  Mann,  Martindale,  McCarty,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKen- 
nan, McKim,  McKinley,  McVeah,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan, 
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Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker,  Patton,  Pearce, 
Pierson,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Selden,  Shepard,  Shinn,  Sloane, 
Steele,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Turrill, 
Tweedy,  Vanderpocl,  Van  Houteii,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Watmough,  Campbell  P.  Wliite,  Edward  D.  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wise,  Young— 117. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  J.  Allen,  Barriiiger,  Beale,  Beaumont, 
Blair,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Clay,  Clowney,  Connor,  Crockett,  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Dun- 
lap,  Felder,  Forrester,  Foster,  Fowler,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gil- 
mer, Gordon,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hawes, 
Cav«  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jenes,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh, 
Lea,  Lewis,  Joel  K.  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McLene,  Robert  Mitchell,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher, 
Schley,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Standifer,  William  P.  Taylor, 
Webster,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Williams— 55. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  additional  light  houses,  ^c, 
YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  William  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Baylies,  Beards- 
ley,  Binney,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bull,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Ca- 
sey, Chau»bers,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Cramer,  Crock- 
ett, Darlington,  Denny,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  E. 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grennell,  Jos.  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Abel  Hunt- 
ington, Jackson,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Lytle,  Martindale,  Moses  Mason,  Mc- 
Kennan,  McKim,  McVean,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Potts,  Reed,  Selden,  Wm.  B.  Shep- 
ard, Shinn,  Sloane,  Smith,  Steele,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, William  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas, 
Thomson,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Vinton,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Watmough,  Webster,  Campbell  P.  White,  Ed.  D. 
White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wise^ 
Young — 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  J.  Allen,  Beale,  Bean,  Blair,  Bockee, 
J.  W.  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Day, 
Deberry,  P.  Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Har- 
din, Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Inge,  Jarvis,  N.  Johnson,  C. 
J^ohnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  King,  Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Abljah 
Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLehe,  Miller,  Mur- 
phey.  Page,  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Polk,  Ramsay,  Schley,  Aug.  H. 
Sliepperd,  Charles  Slade,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Wagener,  Williams, 
Wilson— 59. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q,.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
Binney,  Bouldin,  Burd,  Burns,  Cage,  Chambers,  Chinn,  Wm. 
Clark,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cramer,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Day, 
Denny,  Dickerson,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Gholson,  Gorham,  Grennell, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hazletine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Howell,  Abel  Huntington,  Jack- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  King, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  Love,  Ly- 
tic, Marlindale,  McCarty,  McKennan,  McKim,  McVean,  Mer- 
cer, Miller,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Patterson,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  Reed,  Schenck,  Selden,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn, 
Sloane,  Steele,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor, 
Francis  Thomas,  P.  Thomas,  Turrill,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Watmough,  Webster,  Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wilson,  Young— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng, Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  S.  Clark,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor.  Dickinson,  Ellsworth,  Fel- 
der, Forrester,  Foster,  Fowler,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gil- 
let,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Jabez  W. 
Huntkngton,  Inge,  Jarvis,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  S.  Jones, 
Luke  Lea,  Leavitt,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Moses  Mason, 
John  Y.  Mason,  McComas,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Mc- 
Kinley, McLene,  Robert  Mitchell,  Moore,  Page,  Parks,  Parker, 
Patton, Pierson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Ramsay,  Rencher, 
Schley,  Smith,  Standifer,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  C.  P.  White,  Williams,  Wise— 78. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 
Extract  from  gov.  FooVs  message  of  May  9,  1834. 

In  a  time  of  unexampled  prosperity,  when  labor  of  every 
kind  received  a  liberal  and  just  reward;  when  active  industry 
and  enterprise,  which  constitute  the  wealth  of  every  nation, 
promised  a  rich  harvest  to  individuals  and  to  the  country;  a 
isuddeu  and  unexpected  blow  has  been  given  to  our  proeperiiy, 
which  has  paralized  every  exertion,  and  produced  universal 
and  deep  distress  and  alarm! 

A  deranged  currency  deranges  every  institution  in  the  coun- 
try, connected  with  property  and  productive  labor.  The  pow- 
er and  duly  of  congress,  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  country, 
und«r  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned: and  yet  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  to  effect  this 


object,  is  doubted  by  some,  notwithstanding  judicial  decisions, 
and  long  acquiescence  in  its  exercise.  Whether  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  which  gives  to  congress  the  power  "to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
powers  specially  delegated"  authorises  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank,  as  '^necessary  and  proper,^'  to  regulate  the  currency,  ia 
not  for  us  to  decide;  its  present  deranged  condition  will  proba- 
bly hasten  a  decision  of  this  question  by  the  competent  autho- 
rity. 

If  this  power  is  not  in  congress,  where  is  it?  The  constitu- 
tion expressly  forbids  the  states  to  ^^coin  money,"  or  "emit 
bills  of  credit."  And  notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  the 
states  have  incorporated  banks,  to  an  alarming  extent:  and  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  must  decide  whether  a  U.  S.  bank  is 
not  indispensable  as  a  fiscal  agent  for  the  government,  as  well 
as  for  their  own  interests,  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  an  un- 
sound paper  currency. 

The  incorporation  of  the  present  bank,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  country  at  that  period;  sanctioned  and  ap- 
proved by  those  who  had  before  doubled  its  constitutionality; 
was  believed  to  have  settled  the  question  of  constitutional 
power,  and  established  the  permanent  policy  of  the  system  by 
common  consent.  The  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country,  have  been  regulated,  and  accommodated  to  it.  The 
deep  and  general  distress  and  destruction  of  confidence,  is  the 
natural  and  necessary  result  of  the  reckless  attempt  of  this  po- 
licy; and  by  the  "removal  of  the  public  deposites,"  to  shake 
public  confidence  in  its  utility  and  solvency,  at  an  incalculable 
loss  to  the  country. 

The  assumption  of  power  in  this  act  of  the  executive,  with- 
out the  consent  or  action  of  congress,  presents  a  grave  question 
for  the  decision  of  the  people,  by  the  faithful  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

The  idea,  that  a  commercial  country  of  such  vast  extent,  and 
great  resources  as  our  own,  should  ever  return  to  a  metallic 
medium,  after  the  long  and  extensive  use  of  a  paper  currency, 
is  too  absurd  and  preposterous  to  require  refutation.  The  ne- 
cessity of  transmitting  the  vast  sums  of  money  required  in  our 
ordinary  commercial  transactions,  through  this  extensive  and 
flourishing  country;  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  union,  must  shew  the  im- 
practicability of  such  a  visionary  project. 

A  sound  paper  currency,  founded  on  the  precious  metals  as  a 
basis,  and  always  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand;  limited  in 
its  circulation  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  will  be  found 
most  convenient  and  will  regulate  itself. 

The  great  error,  and  danger,  in  our  banking  system,  has 
arisen  from  the  issue  of  small  notes.  If  the  banks  in  the  seve- 
ral states  had  been  restricted  to  the  issue  of  notes  of  a  denomi- 
nation above  ten  or  even  five  dollars,  the  banking  system 
would  have  been  confined  almost  exclusively  to  its  legitimate 
and  proper  object,  the  commercial  and  financial  interests  of  the 
country — the  precious  metals  would  have  formed  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life;  and 
secured  the  paper  currency  from  the  sudden  fluctuations  which 
have  been  too  often  experienced. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  arising  from  this  attack  upon  the 
bank,  and  the  entire  system,  will  probably  be,  the  incorporation 
of  numerous  state  banks,  with  large  nominal  capitals,  ostensi- 
bly to  supply  the  amount  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  United  States 
bank,  and  to  take  the  place  of  the  notes  of  the  present  bank, 
without  any  increase  of  specie  for  their  redemption:  the  num- 
ber already  incorporated  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  openly  avowed  hostility  to  the  bank,  are  truly  alarm- 
ing. A  sound  and  uniform  currency  is  not  to  be  established  by 
increasing  the  number,  or  capitals  of  state  banks. 

I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  give  to  our  constituents  these 
general  views  of  the  condition  of  our  country,  on  resigning  the 
important  and  highly  responsible  trust  and  station,  from  which 
the  late  election  has  called  me  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  my 
native  state. 

On  the  29lh  ult.  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  (to  whom   this  part  of  the  ni(3ssage  had  been 
referred),  was  taken,  and  the  following  resolutions  passed,  after 
debate — 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut  in  general  assembly  convened,  That  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  in  removing  the  public  doposiies, 
has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  congress  of  the  United  Staiea 
from  discharging  its  appropriate  functions  in  relation  to  the 
custody  and  disposition  of  the  moneys  of  the  nation, — has  ex- 
ercised a  power  not  conferred  upon  him  hy  law — and  has  vio- 
lated the  chartered  rights  of  the  bank  of  (lie  United  States — to 
the  subversion  of  the  national  faitli,  and  iu  derogation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  dis;\pprov- 
ing  by  its  resolutions  of  the  removal  of  the  depo:iites,  has  given 
additional  evidence  of  being  worthy  of  its  exalted  character  as 
the  faithful  representative  of  the  slatf^s,  and  liie  watchful  guar- 
dian of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  entirely  disapproves  of  the  de- 
sign and  attempt  of  the  president  of  the  Unit('<l  States,  as  evinc- 
ed by  the  transmission  and  contents  of  his  prott-st,  to  superin- 
tend and  direct  the  senate  of  the  United  .States — a  co-ordinate 
department,  and  whicii,  in  an  especial  manner,  represents  tlie 
interests  of  the  several  states — and  to  control  and  re^lrain  ita 
constitutional  action — and  this  assembly  entirely  approves  of 
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Ihe  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  protest  of  the 
president. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  his  un- 
precedented exercise  of  the  power  of  tlie  veto;  by  tlie  control 
he  has  assumed  and  exerted  over  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
United  States;  by  his  mode  of  dispensing  the  patronage  of  the 
government;  by  Ins  repeatedly  frustrating,  under  various  pre- 
tences, tlie  exercise  by  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales,  o(  its 
constiluiional  power  of  advice  and  consent  in  appointments  to 
office,  and  by  liis  claim  of  the  right  to  control  and  remove  Ihe 
public  property  and  treasure  at  his  discretion,  and  to  construe 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  according  to  his 
own  opinion,  without  regard  to  that  of  congress,  the  judiciary, 
or  the  nation — has  infringed  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
government,  and  furnished  irresistible  proof  that  our  free  insti- 
tutions are  in  peril. 

Rcxolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  assembly  be  presented  to 
the  senators  and  representatives  from  this  state,  in  the  con- 
gross  of  the  United  States  for  their  firm  and  independent  course 
at  the  present  alarming  crisis;  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
continue  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  restore  the  public  de- 
posiles  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  maintain  the  su- 
premacy of  tlie  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates. 

^nd  ivhereas,  the  banks  of  the  United  States,  heretofore  incor- 
porated, have  been  found  extensively  advantageous  for  the  cus- 
tody and  dis|»osilion  of  the  public  moneys,  and  have  exerted  an 
influence  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  highly  salutary,  in 
prevention  of  evils  otherwise  unavoidable:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  preservation  of  a  sound  currency;  for 
the  safe  custody,  expeditious  transmission,  and  cheap  disburse- 
ment of  its  moneys,  the  nation  requires  a  national  bank;  and  the 
question  of  the  recharter  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  with  suitable  modifications,  this  assembly  refers  to  the 
wisdom  of  congress. 

On  the  preamble  and  first  resolution,  yeas  148,  nays  45— maj. 
103. 

On  the  second  resolution,  yeas  148,  nays  47 — maj.   101. 

On  the  third  resolution,  yeas  149,  nays  44— maj.  104. 

On  the  fourth  resolution,  yeas  144,  nays  48 — maj.     96. 

On  the  fifth  resolution,  yeas  135,  nays  48 — maj.      87. 

On  the  sixth  resolution,  yeas  147,  nays  37 — maj.  110. 

On  the  seventh  resolution,  yeas  137,  nays  35 — maj.  102. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Executive  department — Charleston  V2th  June  1834. 
The  appeal  court  having  decided  that  the  lOih  section  of  the 
act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  "for  military 
organization  of  the  state,"  which  provides,  thai  all  militia  offi- 
cers shall,  within  lliiriy  days  after  their  election,  take  an  oath 
"that  they  will  be  faithful  and  true  allegiance  bear  to  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,"  is  unconstitutional,  null  and  void,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  all  officers  entrusted  with  the  execution  of 
the  law,  to  conform  to  that  decision,  until  the  constitution  shall 
be  amended,  or  the  decision  reversed.  Under  our  system  of 
government  it  is  the  province  of  the  judiciary  to  expound  the 
laws,  and  obedience  to  the  constituted  authorities  has  always 
been  a  distinguished  trait  in  the  character  of  the  people  of 
South  Carolina.  All  officers  of  the  militia,  therefore,  whose 
commissions  may  have  been  withheld  in  consequence  of  their 
neglect  or  refusal  lo  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  prescribed  by 
the  above  act,  will,  on  application  to  the  proper  officers,  be  en- 
titled lo  receive  iheii  commissions.  The  court  has  also  decided 
that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  19th  December,  1794, 
(the  only  oath  heretofore  taken  by  militia  officers  in  this  state), 
is  likewise  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  only  oath  which  said 
officers  can  be  lawfully  required  to  take,  is  that  to  be  found  in 
the  4th  art.  of  the  constitution,  in  the  following  words,  viz: — "I 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  thai  I  am  duly  qualified,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  this  state,  to  exercise  the  office  in  which  I  have 
been  appointed,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  discharge 
the  duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  consti- 
tution of  this  slate,  and  of  the  United  Stales." 

All  officers  who  have  not  heretofore  taken  this  oath,  whether 
they  have  received  their  commissions  or  not,  will  accordingly, 
take  the  said  oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  of- 
ficer authorised  to  administer  oaths,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
duly  certified  and  endorsed  on  their  commissions.  Where  va- 
cancies exist,  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  proper  offi- 
cers, to  cause  the  same  lo  be  filled  up;  and,  as  soon  as  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  shall  be  completed  under  the  late  act, 
reports  thereof  will  be  made  to  the  proper  officers,  and  through 
them  lo  the  commander  in-chief. 

Tiie  governor  is  well  aware  that  he  might  have  transferred  to 
others,  the  responsibility  of  deciding  on  the  course  proper  to  be 
pursued  on  this  occasion.  Under  the  power  conferred  by  the 
constitution  upon  the  executive,  the  legislature  might  have 
been  immediately  convened,  and  the  whole  question  submitted 
to  their  wisdom.  This  course  he  would  have  fell  himself  bound 
to  pursue,  if  the  decision  of  the  judges  had  been  regarded  by 
him  as  leaving  the  state  without  officers,  and  without  any  mili- 
tary organization,  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  incident  to  our  pe- 
culiar situation.  But  pulling  a  different  construction  upon  the 
decision,  and  believing  that  its  only  effect  will  be  to  prevent  the 
enforcement  of  an  oath  of  fideliiy  and  allegiance  to  the  state 
until  such  time  as  the  same  shall  become  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion by  the  final  adoption  of  the  amendment  already  agreed  to 
by  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  at  their  last 
session;  and  now  awaiting  the  ratification  of  the  eqstjing  legis- 


lature to  be  chosen  by  the  people  in  October  next,  the  governot 
has  deemed  it  more  advisable  to  refer  the  great  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  the  decision  of  the  appeal  court  to  the  next  leg»(»-' 
ture,  coming,  as  they  will,  fresh  from  the  peopte,  than  to  im- 
pose upon  those  whose  oflice  is  about  to  expire  the  duty  of  re- 
vising their  own  acts,  and  deciding  an  existing  controversy  be* 
tween  the  legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  deemed  a  decisive  argument  in  favor  of  this  course, 
that  in  submitting  those  important  questions — involving,  as 
they  are  supposed  to  do,  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  citizen,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  the  relative  powers  of  the  legtsla>- 
ture  and  judiciary) — to  the  people,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
highest  tribunal  known  to  our  system,  the  source  of  all  power, 
whose  decision  (no  longer  delayed  than  may  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  an  enlightened  judgment,  free  from«ll  undue  ex- 
citement) will  come  with  an  irresistible  weight  and  au- 
thority. Nor  is  it  believed,  that  the  example  of  moderation 
and  respect  for  the  laws  and  constituted  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try thus  afforded  at  a  period  of  much  excitement,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  trial  and  difficulty,  can  be  without  a  sa- 
lutary influence  on  public  opinion,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  governor  and  commander-in-chief,  in  presenting  these 
views  to  his  fellow  citizens,  confidently  relies  on  their  cor- 
dial co-operation  in  giving  effect  to  the  laws,  and  preserving 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  society. 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE. 

IN  MEMORY  OF  LAFAYETTE. 

ORDER,   NO  46. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
t^djutant  general's  office,  Washington  June  21s<,  1834. 
The  maj.  general  commanding  the  army,  has  received  through 
the  war  department,  the  following  "general  orders"  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

GENERAL   ORDERS. 

Washington,  June  21, 1834. 

Information  having  been  received  of  the  death  of  general 
Lafayette,  the  president  considers  it  due  to  his  own  feelings,  as 
well  as  to  the  character  and  services  of  that  lamented  man,  to 
announce  the  event  to  the  army  and  navy. 

Lafayette  was  a  citizen  of  France,  but  he  was  the  distinguish- 
ed friend  of  the  United  States.  In  early  life  he  embarked  in 
that  contest  which  secured  freedom  and  independence  to  our 
country.  His  services  and  sacrifices  constituted  a  part  of  our  re- 
volutionary history,  and  his  memory  will  be  second  only  to  that 
of  Washington  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  In  his 
own  country,  and  in  ours,  he  was  the  zealous  and  antform 
friend  and  advocate  of  rational  liberty.  Consistent  in  his  prin- 
ciples and  conduct,  he  never,  during  a  long  life,  committed  an 
act,  which  exposed  him  to  just  accusation,  or  which  will  ex- 
pose his  memory  to  reproach.  Living  at  a  period  of  great  ex- 
citement and  of  moral  and  political  revolutions,  engaged  in 
many  of  the  important  events  which  fixed  the  attention  of  the 
world,  and  invited  to  guide  the  destinies  of  France  at  two  of  the 
most  momentous  eras  of  her  history,  his  political  integrity  and 
personal  disinterestedness  have  not  been  called  in  question. 
Happy  in  such  a  life,  he  has  been  happy  in  his  death.  He  has 
been  taken  from  the  theatre  of  action,  with  faculties  unimpair- 
ed, with  a  reputation  unquestioned,  and  an  object  of  veneration 
wherever  civilization  and  the  rights  of  man  have  extended;  and 
mourning  as  wo  may  and  must  his  departure,  let  us  rejoice  that 
this  associate  of  Washington  has  gone,  as  we  humbly  hope,  lo 
rejoin  his  illustrious  commander,  in  the  fullness  of  days  and  of 
honor.  He  came  in  his  youth  to  defend  our  country.  He  came 
in  the  maturity  of  his  age  to  witness  her  growth  in  all  the  ele- 
ments of  prosperity.  And  while  witnessing  these,  he  received 
those  testimonals  of  national  gratitude,  which  proved  how  strong 
was  his  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  American  people. 

One  melancholy  duty  remains  to  be  performed.  The  last 
major  general  of  the  revolutionary  army  has  died.  Himself^ 
young  and  humble  participator  in  the  struggles  of  that  period, 
the  president  feels  called  on  as  well  by  personal  as  public  con- 
siderations, to  direct  that  appropriate  honors  be  paid  to  the 
memory  of  this  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier.  He  therefore 
orders  that  the  same  honors  be  rendered  on  this  occasion  at  the 
different  military  and  naval  stations  as  were  observed  upon  the 
decease  of  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  and  his  co- 
temporary  in  arms. 

In  ordering  this  homage  to  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  one  ao 
eminent  in  the  field,  so  wise  in  council,  so  endeared  in  private 
life,  and  so  well  and  favorably  known  to  both  hemispheres,  the 
president  feels  assured,  that  he  is  anticipating  the  sentiments, 
notof  the  army  and  navy  only,  but  of  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple. ANDREW  JACKSON. 


In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  president,  the  following 
funeral  honors  will  be  paid  at  the  several  stations  of  the  army. 

At  day-break,  twenty-four  guns  will  be  fired  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  one  gun  at  the  interval  of  every  half  hour  there- 
after till  sunset. 

The  flags  of  the  several  stations  will,  during  the  day,  be  at 
half  mast.  The  officers  of  the  army  will  wear  crape  on  their 
left  arm  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

This  order  will  be  carried  into  effect  under  the  direction  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  post  and  station,  the  day  after 
its  reception. 

By  command  of  maj,  general  Macomb,  commanding  in  chief: 
R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 
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CIRCULAR. 

To  the  commander  of  each  naval  station. 

Navy  department,  June  21s^,  1834. 

In  conformity  with  the  accompanying  general  order  from  the 
president  of  tl»e  United  States,  in  honor  to  tlie  memory  of  gen. 
Lafayette,  you  will,  on  the  day  following  the  receipt  of  this, 
cause  twenty-four  guns  to  be  fired  in  quick  succession,  at  day- 
break, and  one  gun  every  half  hour  thereafter,  till  sunset;  the 
flags  of  the  several  stations  will  be,  during  the  day,  at  half  mast 
high. 

All  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  will  wear  crape  on 
the  left  arm  for  six  months.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

(Here  follows  the  general  order  of  the  president  given  above.) 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL  COMPANY. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
in  general  meeting,  on  Friday  last  week,  unanimously  elected 
George  C.  Washington,  esq.  of  Maryland,  to  be  president  of  the 
company,  and  Richard  H.  Henderson,  Fhineas  Janney,  Walter 
Smith,  John  I,  tdbert,  William  Gunton  and  George  Bendery  to 
be  directors. 

Previous  to  the  election,  the  hon.  Andrew  Stewart,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  nominated  for  the  office  of  president.     Whereup- 
on, the  chairman  presented  to  the  meeting  the  following  letter: 
House  of  representatives,  June  27,  1834. 

Sir:  In  my  note  of  the  16ih  instant,  I  stated  that  the  only 
consideration  that  could  induce  me  to  accept  the  presidency  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  would  be  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  pending  in  congress,  granting  further  aid  to  that  work. 
As  this  seems  now  to  be  out  of  the  question,  I  respectfully  with- 
draw my  name  from  the  consideration  of  the  stockholders  as  a 
candidate  for  that  situation.  With  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  A.  STEWART. 

Wm,  *d.  Bradley,  esq.  ch^man  of  the  meeting  of  stockholders,  i^c. 

MR.  TANEY  AND  THE  PRESIDENT. 
Correspondence  between  the  president  of  the   United  States  and 

the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  upon  the  subject  of  the  resignation  of 

his  office  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Washington,  June  25, 1834. 

Sir:  The  senate  having  yesterday  refused  to  confirm  my  no- 
mination, as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I  beg  leave  to  resign  the 
commission  with  which  you  honored  me,  during  the  last  recess. 
It  would  expire,  by  its  own  limitation,  at  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  which  is  now  at  hand.  But  after  the  ap- 
pointment has  been  submitted  to  the  senate,  and  acted  on  by 
them,  it  is  due  to  you  and  to  myself,  that  I  should  conform  to 
their  decision,  and  retire  at  once  from  the  office. 

I  cannot,  however,  take  my  final  leave  of  the  official  rela- 
tions which  have  connected  me  with  your  administration, 
without  returning  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  many  and  conti- 
nued proofs  of  kindness  and  confidence,  which  1  have  received 
at  your  hands.  1  shaJl  always  bear  them  in  grateful  recollec- 
tion, and  am  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  serv't. 

R.  B.  TANEY. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  June  25,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  Your  resignation  of  the  appointment  of  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  conferred  upon  you  in  ihe  recess  of  the  senate, 
and  now  relinquished  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  that  bo- 
dy to  confirm  your  nomination,  has  been  received. 

I  cannot  refrain  Irom  expressing  on  this  occasion,  my  pro- 
found regret  at  the  necessity  of  your  retirement  from  that  im- 
portant office,  nor  can  I  suffer  the  opportunity  to  pass,  without 
paying  a  just  tribute  to  the  patriotism,  firmness  and  ability 
which  you  have  uniformly  exhibited  since  your  introduction 
into  my  cabinet.  Knowing  that  such  a  station  was  not  desired 
by  you,  and  was  in  opposition  to  your  course  of  life,  I  could 
not  but  feel  grateful  to  you,  when,  in  compliance  with  my  in- 
vitation, you  exchanged  the  independence  of  your  professional 
pursuits,  for  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  the  office  of  attor- 
ney general  of  the  United  States.  This  sentiment  was  greatly 
and  deservedly  increased,  during  the  last  year,  when  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  me,  and  with 
my  earnest  desire  to  avail  myself  of  your  services  in  the  treasu- 
ry department,  you  generously  abandoned  the  studies  and  avo- 
cations to  which  your  life  had  been  devoted,  and  encountered 
the  respon.*ibitity  of  carrying  into  execution  those  great  mea- 
sures which  the  public  interest  and  the  will  of  the  people  alike 
demanded  at  ourliands.  For  the  prompt  and  disiiuoiested  aid, 
thus  afforded  me  at  the  risk  of  personal  sacrifices,  which  were 
then  probable,  and  which  have  now  been  realised,  I  feel  that  I 
owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  regard,  which  I  have  not  the 
power  to  discharge.  But,  my  dearsir,  you  have  all  along  found 
support  in  a  consciousness  of  right;  and  you  already  have  a 
sure  promise  of  reward  in  the  approbation  and  applause  which 
an  intelligent  and  honest  people  always  render  to  diitinguished 
merit. 

The  plan  of  financial  policy  which  you  have  initiated  by  your 
acts,  and  developed  in  your  official  reports,  and  which  has  thus 
far  received  the  full  approbation  of  the  representaliv«;s  of  the 
people,  will,  ultimately,  [  trust,  be  carried  inlf)  «;oinpk'te  ope- 
ration; and  its  l)eneficial  ettecls  on  tin-  ourrcMicy  of  the  country, 
and  the  best  interests  of  society,  will  be,  in  all  future  time, 
more  than  an  adequate  coinpeiisalioii  for  the  momentary  injus- 
tice to  which  you  have  now  been  subjected.  And  as  it  is  the 
martyrs  in  any  cause,  whose  meinoiy  is  held  most  sacred;  so 


the  victims  in  the  great  struggle  to  redeem  our  republic  from 
the  corrupting  domination  of  a  great  moneyed  power,  will  be 
remembered  and  honored,  in  proportion  to  their  services  and 
their  sacrifices.  I  am,  very  respectfully  and  sincerely,  your 
friend,  your  obedient  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  R,  B.  Taney. 

FRAUD  IN  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

THE    DEPOSITION    OF    EDMUND    ROW, 

Before  the  committte  on  the  public  lands,  of  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  under  a  resolution  of  the  senate  relative  to  the  public 
lands: 

Quesfioji— Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation.' 
Answer— I  reside  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  and  am  by  oc- 
cupation, a  farmer. 

Qitestion— Have  you  ever  attended  any  sale  of  the  public 
lands;  if  so,state  at  what  p^lace,in  what  stare,  aiid  at  what  lime? 
Answer— In  1833,  from  the  23d  to  the  29th  of  October,  I  at- 
tended at  Chocchuina  land  office,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  had  been  ceded  by  the  Choc- 
taw tribe  of  Indians  to  the  United  States. 

Question — Were  the  surveys  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Choc- 
taw Indians  completed  by  the  surveyors  of  the  United  States, 
and  returns  made  to  the  proper  offices,  prior  to  the  dale  of  the 
proclamation  lor  the  sale  of  these  lands? 

Jinswer — As  to  the  surveys  being  completed  and  returns  made, 
I  know  not.  I  saw  one  or  two  companies  going  out  to  survey 
the  unsurveyed  ceded  lands;  I  also  heard  many  of  the  citiz€B3 
of  the  state,  some  of  them  actual  settlers,  com!»laining  that  the 
lands  were  put  into  market  before  more  than  half  of  them  were 
surveyed. 

Question — Had  the  people  of  that  district  sufficient  informa- 
tion, prior  to  the  day  appointed  in  the  proclamation  for  the  eom- 
mencement  of  ihe  sales,  to  enable  the  actual  settlers  to  i«ak« 
their  arrangements  for  attending  and  purchasing? 

Jinswer — I  heaid  many  men  complain  that  they  had  not  hatf 
sufficient  time  from  the  first  notice  they  had  of  the  proclamation 
till  the  day  of  sale,  to  make  their  arrangements  for  attending 
and  purchasing;  the  first  information  too,  obtained  by  some^ 
was  received  from  persons  riding  through  the  country  to  exa^ 
mine  the  lands  within  a  very  short  time  before  the  sale. 

(luestion — Were  not  the  sales  attended  by  speculators  from 
different  parts  of  the  country,  so  far  as  you  know  and  believe? 
Jinswer — 1  believe  they  were;  there  appeared  to  be  specula- 
tors from  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  beside  those,  who 
resided  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Cluestion — Did  the  speculators  you  mention,  from  the  stales  of 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  bid  against 
each  other,  or  did  they  combine  for  the  purpose  of  deterring 
poor  men,  or  men  who  only  wished  to  purchase  small  tracts  of 
land,  from  bidding  for  the  lands  on  which  they  resided,  or  other 
lands  which  they  might  desire  to  purchase  for  actual  settlenjent 
and  cultivation,  thereby  taking  into  their  own  hand.s  the  co■utro^ 
of  the  sales  for  their  own  benefit? 

w27is{ter — I  arrived  at  Chocchuma,  on  the  23d  of  October,  two 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  sales,  and  on  tliat  dayy 
there  was  a  public  address  made  to  the  people,  by  a  gentleman 
who  said  that  they,  the  companies  of  speculators,  had  united  to 
shield  the  actual  settlers  from  being  imposed  upon  by  individual 
speculators,  and  that  his  company  was  willing  that  any  aetiial' 
settler  should  buy  one  quarter  section  of  land  wherever  l>e  pleas- 
ed, and  as  low  as  he  could  get  it,  if  it  were  at  the  governmeni 
price,  or  that  his  company  would  purchase  it  for  him  as  low  a» 
they  could  get  it,  and  let  him  have  it  for  what  they  gave,  provid- 
ed, however,  that  said  settler  would  sign  a  paper,  obliging  him- 
self, not  to  bid  for  any  other  lands  thus  oflered  at  that  sale,  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  U.  States.  He  suggested,  however,  that 
his  company  would,  immediately  after  the  sales  of  the  U.  Stales 
lands  were  closed,  sell  at  public  sale,  any  lands  they  might  pur 
chase,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  which  sale  the  settlers  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  as  much  more  land  as  ihey 
might  want. 

Question — Did  these  companies  of  speculators,  purchase  large 
quantities  of  the  public  lands?    If  so,  at  what  price? 

Answer — I  believe,  according  to  the  best  estimation  I  coultf 
make,  they  purchased  three-fourths  o(  what  was  sold,  and  mosS^ 
generally  at  government  prices. 

(Question — Did  these  speculators,  after  the  public  sales  were 
closed,  offer  the  lands,  so  purchased  by  them  at  augmented 
prices,  and  did  they  make  any  sales  to  pS'rsons  attending  the 
government  sales,  at  the  prices  put  on  them?  If  so,  what  price 
per  acre  did  they  receive? 

Answer — I  can  make  no  answer  to  these  inquiries,  as  I  left 
the  place  before  the  government  sales  were  closed. 

Cluestion — Did  you  attend  the  sale  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing land  with  a  view  to  actual  settlement  and  cultivation?  and 
if  so,  did  you  puichase  at  the  public  sale  of  the  government,  or 
did  you  purchase  from  the  company  of  speculators? 

Jinswer — I  did  attend  the  sale  for  the  purpose  of  purchftsin"; 
for  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  purchased  from,  or 
rather  through  the  agents  or  bidders  of  a  company  of  specu- 
lators. 

(luesi.ion — Had  you  selected  for  purchase  any  particular  tract 
of  land? 

Answer — I  had. 

(Question — Why  did  you  prefer  purchasing  from  or  through 
one  of  the  agents  of  the  company  of  speculators,  to  bidding  for 
it  yourself,  at  public  sale? 
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Answer— I  was  a  stranger  in  the  conniry,  and  this  being  the 
first  sale  I  had  ever  attended  there,  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
customs  and  proceedings  at  the  sales  of  tiie  public  lands. 

Question— WUm  were  the  circumstances  whicii  induced  you 
to  purchase,  through  the  agent  of  the  company? 

J3nswcr—lii  bidding  for  the  land  which  I  had  selected,  before 
the  sale,  1  found  it  run  on  me,  and  knocked  off  to  myself  and 
son,  at  between  four  and  five  dollars  per  ;icre;  whereas,  I  ob- 
served that  the  company  generally  obtained  their  lands  at  $1  25 
per  acre,  and  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  no  person  bid 
against  them,  I  was  therefore  induced  to  forfeit  the  land  thus 
charged  to  myself  and  son,  to  be  resold.  It  was  then  purcl)ased 
by  the  agent  of  the  company  of  speculators,  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding $1  27,  who  imn)(;diately  sold  it  to  me  at  one  dollar  ad- 
vance per  acre,  vviiich  he  had  previously  agreed  to  do.  I  took  of 
course  the  receivers  receipt  to  said  agent,  with  the  register's 
receipt  upon  the  back  of  it,  for  the  transfer  of  tiie  same  to  me. 
Question — Who  were  the  bidders  or  agents  of  the  company 
for  purchasing  at  the  public  sales,  how  many  of  them  were 
there,  and  where  did  they  reside? 

*dnswer — I  think  there  were  five,  if  not  six  persons,  who  were 
considered  by  the  people  at  large  as  bidders  or  agents  for  the 
companies  of  speculators.  I  cannot  now  remember  the  names 
or  residence  of  more  than  four  of  them;  there  were  Robert  J. 
Walker,  of  Natchez,  Miss. Ellis,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mal- 
colm Gilchrist,  of  Alabama,  and  McLamore,  of  Tennessee. 

Question — VVho  was  the  persony whom  you  say  addressed  the 
meeting  and  told  them  of  the  combination  of  the  speculators, 
and  what  was  the  name  of  the  agent  from  whom  you  purchas- 
ed your  land? 

•Answer— Thf.  man  who  addressed  the  people  was  Robert  J. 
Walker,  the  same  from  whom  I  purchased  the  land. 

Question — Who  were  register  and  receiver  at  Chocchuma 
land  ofiice;  were  they  present  at  the  sale  and  informed  or  had 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  combinations  of  speculators 
and  their  object,  and  did  they  interpose  in  their  ofiicial  charac- 
ter, or  otherwise  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  the  pur- 
chases for  which  they  had  contracted? 

Answer — Samuel  Gwin,  who  was  register,  and  Richard  H. 
Sterling,  who  was  receiver  (as  will  appear  from  the  receipts 
for  the  land  which  I  purchased)  were  both  present  when  Robert 
J.  Walker  addressed  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  combina- 
tion and  their  intention,  and  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  in- 
terference on  their  part  either  by  word  or  deed. 

Question — Did  you  see  or  know  of  any  conduct  on  the  part  of 
either  the  register  or  receiver,  which  would  justify  you  in  the 
belief  that  they  were  concerned  in  the  said  speculations? 

Answer — I  heard  the  register,  Samuel  Gwin  say  exuUingly, 
and  with  a  snap  of  his  finger,  to  some  persons  who  were  near 
him,  when  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  lands  were  bought  by 
one  of  the  agents  of  the  company,  "that  land  will  bring  us  ten 
dollars  per  acre." 

Question — Do  you  know  if  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  of- 
fice, has  ever  demanded  of  the  purchaser,  fees  or  compensa- 
tion, for  the  performance  of  their  ofiicial  duties,  not  authorised 
fey  law? 

Answer — I  paid  the  register  one  dollar  for  every  separate 
transfer  of  eighty  acres  from  the  said  Robert  J.  Walker  to  my- 
self. I  am  ignorant  if  he  were  justifiable  or  not  in  taking  that  fee. 
Question — Who  acted  as  auctioneer,  and  was  he  considered 
as  one  of  the  company  of  the  speculators,  or  was  he  in  any 
manner  connected  with  them? 

Answer — Col.  Rather,  of  Alabama,  generally  acted  as  crier. 
He  himself  told  me,  that  he  had  constantly  been  in  the  woods, 
for  the  last  six  weeks,  examining  the  lands,  and  taking  num- 
bers, I  understood  him  to  say  he  was  one  of  the  company  of 
speculators. 

Question — Did  the  actual  settlers  who  attended  the  sales,  and 
bid  for  the  tracts  of  land  on  which  they  were  settled,  independ- 
ent of  the  company  in  a  single  instance,  obtain  their  lands  at 
government  price,  and  were  not  most  of  those  settlers  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  purchasing  by  permission  of  the  companies  of 
speculators,  and  each  limited  to  one  quarter  section  before 
such  permission  was  granted? 

.Answer — I  know  of  no  instance  of  a  person  purchasing,  inde- 
pendant  of  the  companies  who  obtained  the  land  purchased  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  I  do  know  several 
instances  where  the  purchaser  was  bid  up  to  six  dollars  per 
acre.  Most  of  the  actual  settlers  obtained  their  lands  through 
the  companies,  or  by  their  permission,  and  consented  to  limit 
their  purchases  to  one  quarter  section,  each  as  a  condition  ofi 
which  the  permission  to  purchase  at  government  price  was 
granted  by  the  company  of  speculators. 

Question — Were  there  any  lands  sold  at  a  higher  price  than 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  again  offered  at 
public  sale  on  the  same  day  by  the  officers  superintending  the 
sales,  and  bought  in  by  the  company  of  speculators  at  govern- 
ment prices:  and  if  so,  state  at  what  price  the  land  was  first 
sold,  and  the  cause  assigned  by  the  officers  for  setting  aside 
the  original  purchases  as  aforesaid  and  again  offering  the  land 
for  sale? 

Answer— There  was  a  tract  of  land,  the  quantity  I  do  not 
precisely  know,  bid  off  for  Mr.  Wilkinson  at  twenty-two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Immediately  af- 
ter the  sale,  and  before  any  other  land  was  oftered,  one  of  the 
oflicers,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  register  or  receiver,  de- 
manded a  deposite  of  the  money  for  the  land,  of  the  purchaser. 
Mr.  Wilkinson  replied  he  had  the  money;  and  exhibited  the 


money  in  his  hand,  but  sfaled  that,  as  the  regulation  of  the 
Kales  allowed  him  until  next  day  at  10  o'clock  to  make  pay- 
ment, he  would  not  be  driven  to  deposite  at  that  mon)fcj;it.  To 
which  the  officer  replied,  that  if  the  money  was  not  deposited 
in  five  minutes  the  land  would  be  considered  as  forfeited,  and 
resold.  The  deposite  was  not  made  and  the  land  was  sold^n 
five  minutes  afterwards  to  one  of  the  bidders  for  the  company 
of  speculators  at  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cenlf^  per  acre. 

Question — From  the  conduct  of  the  officers  throughout  the 
sales,  and  every  thing  which  you  observed  during  your  attend 
ance  at  these  sales,  are  you,  or  are  you  not,  firmly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  those  officers  wore  combined  with  the  spe- 
culators, and  interested  in  their  purchases? 

Answer — I  certainly  was  so  impressed  with  tl)e  belief  at  that 
time,  and  still  bolieve  so;  they  were  combined  and  interested  iii 
the  purchases  made  by  the  speculators. 

Question — Did  it  not  appear  lo  you  to  be  the  general  impros- 
siou  of  those  who  allendod  the  sales  to  purchase  lands,  that 
the  oflicers  were  concerned  with  the  speculators? 

^nstcer— Such  appeared  to  be  the  general  impression  of  the 
settlers  who  attended  the  sales. 

Question— Did  the  register,  Samuel  Gwin,  demand  of  pach 
person  who  received  the  transcrip  from  the  speculators,  one 
dollar  for  such  transfer? 

Answer — I  saw  several  persons  pay  one  dollar  forsHch  trans- 
fer, and  believe  it  was  a  general  practice  and  heard  several 
persons  complain  of  the  charge. 

Question — Did  the  speculators  require  the  actual  settlers  to 
sign  a  paper,  pledging  themselves  not  lo  purchase  more  than 
one  quarter  section  before  they  granted  permission  lo  them  lo 
purchase  at  the  government  price? 

Answer — I  believe  they  did,  for  such  was  the  observations  of 
Robert  J.  Walker,  in  his  public  address  to  the  people. 

EDM.  ROW. 

Washington  city,  April  19,  1834. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE, 

IN    THE    SENATE — FRIDAY,   JUNE    27. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  whom  wat  referred,  on  the  2.3d 
instant,  the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  entitled  "a 
bill  regulating  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  local  banks,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  its  present  form,  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass. 

Its  leading  provisions  are,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  employ  state  banks,  as  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  Ihe  banks,  at  present  employed,  shall 
continue  lo  be  depositories  of  the  public  money,  until  new  se- 
lections shall  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  iliis  bill.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  shall  go  into 
immediate  operation,  nor  is  there  any  limit  to  its  duration. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  seen,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  if  not 
a  legislative  adoption  of  the  act  of  removing  the  public  moneys 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  by  the  executive,  and  the 
disposition  made  of  them  by  him,  in  slate  banks,  would  be,  at 
least,  an  acquiescence  in  that  state  of  things,  which  those  pro- 
ceedings of  the  executive  have  produced. 

The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  any  such   measure  to  the  senate. 

By  the  IGlh  section  of  the  "act  to  incorporate  Ihe  subscribers 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  solemnly  enacted  and 
declared,  in  express  terms,  "that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of 
the  U.  Stales,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches 
thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct:  in  which  case  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congress,  if  in 
session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session,  the  reason  of  such  order  or  direction." 

By  the  20th  section  of  the  same  act,  it  is  provided  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred 
by  the  act,  the  bank  should  pay  to  the  United  Stales  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  sum  has  been  paid, 
in  the  instalments  required,  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  received  and  enjoyed  all  its  full  benefit. 

The  committee  have  expressed  the  opinion  on  a  former  oc 
casion,  that  the  custody  or  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  was 
one  of  the  benefits,  in  consideration  of  which  the  bank  paid  the 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  also  undertook  to  render  fa- 
cilities of  exchaHge  to  the  treasury.  The  correctness  of  this 
opinion,  they  suppose,  cannot  be  reasonably  doubted. 

On  the  first  of  October  last,  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo- 
neys were  removed  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
the  reasons  for  this  removal  were  reported  to  congress,  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session.  Those  reasons  have  been  considered  by  the  senate, 
and,  after  a  discussion  of  almost  unprecedented  length,  the  se- 
nate has  decided,  by  a  clear  and  unequivocal  majority,  that 
they  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient.  It  has  reaffirmed  this 
opinion,  on  a  second  occasion,  by  a  majority  of  twenty-nine 
votes  to  sixteen;  and  it  has  passed  a  joint  resolution  directing 
the  deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  and 
its  branches,  as  heretofore,  by  a  majority  of  twenty- eight  votes 
to  sixteen. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  deposites  have  been  removed  without 
sufficient  reason,  it  certainly  is  true  that  injustice  has  been 
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done  to  the  bank,  in  a  matter  of  private  right,  and  private  pro- 
perty: and  a  bill,  like  the  present,  disregarding  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  bank,  proposing  a  new  costody  for  the  public  trea- 
sures, appears  to  the  committee  in  the  ligiit  of  a  sanction  to  in- 
justice and  illegality.  The  bank  purchased  the  privilege  of  the 
public  deposites,  lor  the  whole  term  of  its  charter,  and  paid  for 
the  privilege  a  valuable  consideration,  both  in  money  and  stipu- 
lation for  services.  This  right  has  not  been  surrendered;  it  has 
not  been  declared  forfeited;  and  the  charter  of  the  bank  has  not 
yet  expired.  Until  the  charter  shall  expire,  or  until  the  right 
be  surrendered  or  forfeited,  the  bank,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  secured 
to  it  by  plain  and  solemn  provisions  in  the  law  which  gave  it 
existence.  The  removal  of  the  deposites  therefore,  was  a  wrong 
done  to  the  bank;  the  withholding  them  is  a  continuance  of  that 
wrong;  and  any  confirmation,  either  of  the  removal  or  the  fur- 
ther withholding,  is,  as  it  seems  to  the  committee,  a  sanction  of 
that  wrong.  This  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  appears  to  the 
committee  to  be  insurmountable. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  of  still  higher  importance 
to  the  country,  if  any  thing  can  be  of  higher  importance  than 
the  preservation  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation.  In  the  judg- 
ment of  the  senate,  dangerous  liberties  liave  been  taken  with 
the  constitution  and  the  laws.  On  the  28th  day  of  MarcR,  the 
senate  formally  and  solemnly  resolved,  that  "in  the  late  exe- 
cutive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  the  presi- 
dent had  assumed  a  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  These  proceedings  were 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  placing  of  the  public  mo- 
neys in  those  state  banks,  where  they  now  are,  and  where  this 
bill  proposes  to  continue  and  legalize  their  custody. 

It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  a  great  question  of  constitu- 
tional power  has  arisen  between  the  president  and  the  senate. 
That  question  has  deeply  agitated,  and  continues  deeply  to 
agitate,  the  whole  country.  In  justification  of  his  own  con- 
duct, and  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  28th 
of  March,  the  president,  on  the  17th  of  April,  transmitted  a 
protest  to  the  senate.  The  senate,  after  a  full  and  free  dis- 
cussion of  the  doctrines  of  that  paper,  have  resolved,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  twenty-seven  votes  against  sixteen,  that  it  "asserts 
powers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."  Driven, 
by  its  sense  of  duty,  to  the  expression  of  these  opinions,  and 
ignorant  neither  of  their  high  importance,  nor  the  responsi- 
bility which  belongs  to  their  avowal  and  their  support,  the  se- 
nate has  referred  itself,  and  must  refer  itself,  for  their  correct- 
ness to  the  judgment  of  the  country.  It  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  before  any  measure  is  adopted  for  the  permanent 
custody  hereafter,  of  the  public  treasures,  the  questions  which 
their  removal  has  created  must  be  decided  by  the  general  judg- 
ment of  the  country;  and  that  decision,  so  far  as  the  senate  is 
concerned,  it  will,  of  course,  cheerfully  abide. 

Has  the  public  treasure  been  wrongfully  withdrawn  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  Stales.'  Does  the  legal  right  of  the  bank  to 
the  custody  of  tiiat  treasure  still  remain?  Has  the  conduct  of 
the  executive,  in  the  removal,  and  in  the  proceedings  connect- 
ed with  it,  been  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  laws? 
Has  a  violation  both  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  taken 
place,  which  calls  for  correction  and  remedy?  On  all  these 
questions,  in  the  most  solemn  and  deliberate  manner,  the  se- 
nate has  pronounced  its  solemn  judgment  in  the  affirmative; 
and  it  appears  to  the  commitiee  that,  until  the  opinion  of  the 
country  shall  be  ascertained,  it  cannot  be  expected  of  the  se- 
nate to  agree  to  any  measure  which  may  legalize  the  present 
state  of  things,  and  appear  to  sanction  past  transactions. 

The  bill  does  not  suggest  any  middle  or  third  course.  It  pro- 
poses no  custody  for  the  public  treasure,  except  precisely  that 
which  the  executive,  after  removing  them  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  has  himself  selected.  The  provisions  are, 
that  congress  shall  take  upon  itself  the  duty  and  the  responsibi- 
lity of  giving  legal  character  to  the  selected  depositories,  pre- 
scribing only  certain  regulations  for  the  future. 

The  time  must  come  indeed,  whether  the  deposites  be  return- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  or  not,  when  legislative 
provision  on  the  subject  will  become  necessary,  since  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  will  expire  in  1836.  But  the  committee  think 
it  too  early  now  to  provide  for  the  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
neys after  that  time — at  present,  that  keeping  lawfully  belongs 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  will  lawfully  belong  to 
it,  unless  it  surrender  or  forfeit  the  right,  until  the  expiration  of 
its  charter;  and  there  is  ample  time  before  that  expiration  for 
making  such  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
period  which  shall  ensue. 

The  committee  do  not  at  all  connect  the  present  question 
with  that  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  As  a 
question  of  constitutional  right  and  legal  power,  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  If  we  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  bank  is  not  to  be  continued  beyond  its  present  term, 
still  it  does  exist  till  18H6 — it  does  till  that  time  hold  its  righis; 
and  the  constitutionality  of  the  proceedings  of  the  president 
cannot  be  aftecled,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  the  renewal  or 
non-renewal  of  its  charier.  The  ground  taken  by  the  senate, 
tliereforc,  on  these  great  and  all  important  questions,  stands 
free  and  clear  from  all  questions  about  the  renewal  of  the  bank. 
The  que^tionei  which  it  has  so  anxiously  considered,  so  freely 
discuased,  and  so  solemnly  decided,  are  constitutional   ques 


the  respective  branches  of  government,  and  nearly  affecting  the 
integrity  and  preservation  of  the  constitution  itself. 

The  senate  has  the  gratifying  consolation  of  being  conscious 
that  it  has  in  no  way  contiibuted  to  the  present  distressing  and 
alarming  state  of  thmgs.  The  senate  has  not  sought  to  break 
in  upon  the  authority  of  law.  It  has  not  interfered  with  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  legislature.  On  the  contrary,  its  whole  ef- 
fort has  been  to  maintain  and  to  restore  the  law,  and  to  conti- 
nue the  custody  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  designated  by 
the  statute  of  congress.  The  senate  has  not  removed  the  de- 
posites; the  senate  has  not  selected  state  banks;  the  senate  haa 
done  nothing  to  produce  any  change  in  that  prosperous  state  of 
public  affairs,  which  existed  on  the  first  day  of  October.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  resisted  change;  it  has  proclaimed  its  judj;- 
ment  against  rash  experiments;  and  it  has  borne  its  solemn  and 
conscientious  testimony  against  violations  of  constitution  and 
law. 

As  to  the  particular  provisions  of  this  bill,  supposing  that  this 
were  the  time  for  enacting  a  law  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money,  after  the  bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire, 
the  commitiee  think  them  very  deficient  and  wholly  unsatis- 
factory. 

In  the  first  place,  the  committee  think,  that  the  public  money 
ought  not  to  be  kept  in  any  bank,  which  is  not  made,  by  son>e 
format  and  legal  proceeding,  always  open  to  the  examination  of 
a  committee  of  either  house  of  congress. 

2.  The  deposite  banks  shofild  pay  an  annual  interest  for  the 
use  of  the  deposites,  since  they  pay  no  borms  or  outright  sum, 
nor  render  other  adequate  compensation  for  such  use. 

3.  Provisions  are  nedfessary  for  regulating  the  distribution  of 
deposites,  and  limiting  the  use  of  transfer  checks.  This  is  ab- 
solutely necessary;  if  it  be  intended  that  different  parts  of  the 
country  shall  be  placed  on  grounds  of  equality. 

4.  Express  enactment  should  be  inserted  against  any  pay^ 
ment,  in  any  form,  by  the  deposite  banks  to  persons  employed^ 
or  designated  by  the  executive  to  examine  their  condition,  su- 
perintend their  proceedings,  or  render  any  other  service  to  the 
executive  government  not  authorised  by  law. 

5.  The  security  to  be  given  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  money 
should  be  carefully  provided  for,  since  many  of  the  banks  are 
inconsiderable  in  responsibility,  and  might  nevertheless  have, 
as  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  now  has,  an  amount  of  publie 
money  in  its  custody  three  times  as  large  as  its  whole  capital. 

These  are  heads  of  objection  which  have  presented  them- 
selves to  the  committee,  in  the  few  hours  during  which  the 
measure  has  been  under  their  consideration.  They  think  the 
bill  deficient  in  guards  and  securities,  deficient  in  provisions  for 
the  fair  rights  and  advantages  of  the  government;  deficient  in 
provisions  for  maintaining  the  just  claims  of  different  portions 
of  the  country;  and  deficient  in  all  those  checks  and  modes  of 
control,  which  are  essentially  necessary  to  remove  the  public 
moneys  beyond  executive  will,  and  place  them  substantially 
and  truly  in  a  legislative  custody.  This  part  of  the  subject^ 
however,  the  committee  do  not  dwell  upon,  since,  for  reasons 
already  stated,  they  do  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  any  mea- 
sure at  present  to  meet  the  exigency  which  will  arrive,  when 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire.  The 
committee  are  the  less  inclined  to  any  such  provision  at  pre- 
sent, from  the  failure  of  the  existing  arrangement  hitherto  to 
answer  the  purposes  proposed  by  it.  After  a  trial  of  eight 
months,  the  system  of  employing  state  banks  has  not  been  found 
capable,  at  least  in  its  present  manner  of  operation,  of  satisfy- 
ing the  necessities  of  commerce,  sustaining  credit,  and  giving 
usual  facilities  to  exchange. 

Thus  far  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  maintain  a  wid* 
and  extensive  circulation  of  the  bills  of  local  banks.  In  looking 
at  the  late  relarns  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  a  signal  evi- 
dence of  this  fact  is  seen.  With  deposites  of  government  mo- 
ney in  its  possession  to  an  amount  exceeding  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  does  not  sustain  a  circulation  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  its  notes  are  known  to  be  sold  at  s 
discount,  even  at  a  short  distance  from  the  capital!  The  public 
payments  through  the  bank,  thus  situated  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, are  necessarily  very  large,  and  they  are  of  course  often 
made  to  persons  who  wish  to  take  or  transmit  the  money  to 
distant  parts  of  the  country.  But  this  cannot  be  done  without 
loss.  Hitherto,  persons  receiving  sums  of  money  of  govern- 
ment at  the  seat  of  government,  have  been  able  to  receive 
checks  and  draughts  available  without  loss,  in  any  other  place 
in  the  country.  The  difficulty  of  buying  or  selling  bills  on  dis- 
tant places,  which  now  exists  here,  or  of  transmitting  fundsr 
without  heavy  loss,  is  abundant  proof  that  the  exchanges  of  the 
country  are  not  sustained,  with  ordinary  convenience,  by  the 
present  mode  of  employing  state  banks.  For  this  reason,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  others  already  stated,  the  committee  are  not 
prepared  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  present  bill,  even 
though  it  should  be  limited  to  come  into  operation  only  after 
March,  1836. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following 
words,  viz: 

"That  all  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Stales  which 
may  accrue,  or  be  received  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1834,  shall  be  made  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  'an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscriherB  to  the  bank  of  the 


lions,  poliiical  questions-,  questions  relating  to  the  powers  of  |  United  States,' approved  10th  April,  1816." 
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The  president  of  the  Unilcd  States  left  Washington,  a 
few  days  ago,  on  a  visit  to  Tennessee.  It  is  said  that  he 
■will  not  return  until  October. 

The  stage  in  wl»ich  Mr.  Clot/  was  proceeding  from 
Charlestown  towards  Winchester,  ^as  overturned,  wlien 
descending  a  hill,  and  a  Avorlhy  young  gentltinan,  Mr. 
Humrickhouse,  son  of  the  contractor,  instantly  killed, 
being  crushed  by  the  stage.  He  was  seated  by  the  side 
of  the  (h'iver.  Mr.  C.  was  slightly  injured.  The  ac- 
cident happened  in  consequence  of  a  defect  in  the  breast 
chain,  which  gave  wa}'. 

On  iiis  arrival  at  NVinchester,  Mr.  Clay  was  invited  to 
a  public  dinner,  wliich  he  declined,  as  well  on  account 
of  his  desire  to  reach  home,  as  because  of  the  accident 
above  stated,  which  disqualilied  him  for  immediate  en- 
joyment at  tlie  festive  board. 

It  is  stated  that  the  senate,  at  its  last  session,  confirmed 
Jonr  hundred  and  favty-nine  nominations  of  the  pre- 
sident, and  rejected  only  seventeen.  This  does  not  shew 
a  "factious"  spirit  in  the  senate. 

The  meetings  and  proceedings  of  tlie  people,  in  many 
parts  of  Ihe^U.  S.  Mere  more  than  usually  large  and  ani- 
mated on  Inflate  national  anniversary.  We  shall  make 
a  brief  record  of  some  of  the  doings  on  this  occasion,  to 
shew  the  spirit  of  ^e  times.  ^ 

Thursday  last  was  set  apart  to  be  observed,  at  Balti- 
more in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  services  of  the 
good  and  gi^f)  Lafatette.  Tiie  people,  genei-ally, 
ceased  their  fl^3l  avocations,  and  most  of  the  stores  on 
tlie  principal  streets  were  closed;  minute  guns  Mere  fired 
at  intervals,  and  the  bells  of  all  the  churches  tolled. 
The  appreliension  of  an  exceedingly  hot  day,  prevented 
many  from  joining  the  procession — which,  however,  was 
very  numerous  and  imposing,  and  apparently  well  manag- 
ed in  its  various  parts.  A  funeral  oration  was  pronounc- 
ed, with  an  appropriate  introduction  and  ceremonies;  and 
the  soberness  of  the  occasion  was  maintained  through- 
out. 

We  cannot  go  into  particulars.  We  shall,  as  hereto- 
fore stated,  notice  some  of  llie  tributes  of  respect  paid  to 
the  memory  of  the  last  general  of  therevolutionary  array; 
but  it  is  impracticable  to  give  the  details,  so  numerous  are 
such  tributes.  An  account  of  hi^  illness,  death  and  fu- 
neral, will  be  found  in  subsequent  pages. 


Individuals,  in  public  employment,  have  no  right  to 
force  their  private  prefei'ences  on  the  people's  attention. 
A  great  excitement  had  been  caused  by  placing  a  wooden 
efiigy  of  president  Jackson  on  the  bows  of  the  frigate 
Constitution.  To  say  tlie  least  of  that  proceeding,  it 
was  ill-advised  and  in  bad  taste.*  On  the  bows  of  tlmt 
ship,  the  head  of  no  living  man  should  be  placed;  or  if 
so,  the  place  belongs  to  that  of  the  "father  of  the  consti- 
tution," the  illustrious  Madison.  We  recollect  that, 
some  time  ago,  when  a  steamboat,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed to  convey  Mr.  Laivrence  to  New  Yoik  to  take 
iiis  seat  as  mayor  of  that  city,  returned  with  her  gaudy 
dressings  to  Amboy,  to  perform  her  usiial  duties  in  a 
pnblic  line  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  these,  by 
common  consent,  refused  to  enter  on  board  of  her  unless 
her  trappings  Mere  removed — and  so  great  was  their  in- 
dignation and  the  instant  fear  of  her  cnmnianrjer,  that 
these  were  literally  torn  down  by  his  order,  lest  the  pub- 
lic should  "correct  the  procedure"  for  themselves,  and 
carry  out  the  feelings  which  they  expressed.  And  we 
see  it  mentioned  that,  at  a  certain  place  in  Ohio,  a  stage 

*Since  the  precedhig  article  was  written,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  article  that  follows,  the  head  of  the  effigy  lias  been  mjste- 
houslv  removed. 

Vox.  XLVI— Sig.  23. 


was  suflxred  to  pass  on  empLy,  though  passengers  enough 
were  actually  in  wailing  to  fill  it,  (and  mIio  lost  the  day 
rather  than  enter  it),  because  its  parmels  weie  embellish- 
ed M'ith  ])0rlraits  of  a  ])erson  not  esteemed  by  them. 
These  remarks  are  of  a  general  character,  and  Me  lliink 
it  would  be  well  if  proprietors  of  steamboats  and  stages 
and  other  pnblic  conveyances,  and  other  jjcrsons  in  ])ub- 
lic  employments,  would  reflect  a  little  upon  them.  There 
should  not  be  party  politics  in  such  things. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  articles  relating  to  the  fact 
stated  below — Mhicli  has  been  at  once  the  cause  of  much 
wit  and  laughter,  on  the  one  part,  and  of  as  much  wrath 
and  indignation,  on  the  other.  How  this  affair  was  ac- 
complished, though  the  night  was  very  inclement,  is  not 
even  conjectured.  The  actors  must  have  exerted  great 
ingenuity  and  address  to  perfoini  their  various  opera- 
tions, without  alarming  the  sentinels  on  duty  in  the  yard. 

From  the  Boston  Conrier  of  July  4.  I'here  was  con- 
siderable excitement  in  the  city  yesterdav,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decapitation  of  the  figure  of  general  Jack- 
son, recently  placed  as  a  figure-head  on  the" frigate  Con- 
stitution. It  appears  that  during  the  night  of  Wednes- 
day, the  head  of  tiiis  wooden  image  wa's  saM'ed  off,  by- 
some  |)erson  or  persons  unknown.  It  is  rather  a  m)'ste- 
rious  aflair.  The  Constitution  lies  at  the  navy  yard,  be- 
tween two  seventy-fours,  and  it  is  understood  tliat  a 
guard,  or  watch,  is  coitlinually  kept  on  board.  It  seems 
impossible  that  the  deed  could  have  been  executed  with- 
out discovery,  notwithstanding  that  the  night  was  dark 
and  rainy.  The  head,  Mhich  has  thus  been  severed  from 
ils  trunk,  it  is  said,  vvasat  least  twenty-five  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  water.  It  is  the  opinion  of  several  intelli-'' 
gent  men  who  exajnined  \\\q. premises  yesterday,  that  the 
perpetrators  must  have  gone  to  their  work  through  the 
navy  yard. 

■^It  was  reported  last  evening  lliat  commodore  Elliot 
had  offered  one  thonsand  dollars  for  the  discovery  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  committed  the  deed. 

We  insert  the  address  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  under  a  fear  that  it  will  lead 
us  into  a  greater  mass  of  controversial  matter  than  we 
can  easily  dispose  of — and  besides,  there  are  many  other 
things  to  Mhich  we  desire  to  pay  some  attention;  but  we 
m.ust  "submit  to  fate."  Our  editorial  life  is  chiefly  one 
of  self-denial — over  wliich  mc  have  but  little  control  in 
times  like  the  present. 

A  report  is  afloat  that  gen.  Jackson  will  soon  resign 
the  presidency,  and  another  tlmt  he  will  run  for  a  third 
term.  There  is  not,  probably,  a  shadow  of  truth  for 
either. 

During  the  present  week  we  made  a  brief  excursion  to 
Frederick  and  proceeded  to  Harper's  Feiry.  We  never 
before  saM'  such  crops  of  m  heat,  or  more  flattering-  pros- 
])ects  for  those  of  corn.  Several  intelligent  gentlemen 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  overage  of  the  Mheat  crop 
of  all  Frederick  county  M'ould  be  more  than  tMenty 
bushels,  say  tMenty-two  bushels,  to  the  acre,  and  of  the 
best  quality.  And  msny  of  the  fields  of  growing  corn 
had  an  average  standing  height,  we  think,  of  more  than 
four  feet. 

The  crops  of  Mheat  are  also  heavy  in  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Mest,  and  the  corn  looks  well;  so  that  Me  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  "experiment"  has  ren- 
dered it  difficult  for  the  laboring  poor  to  earn  much  mo- 
ney to  purchase  bread,  that  bread  will  be  plenty,  and  that 
a  little  money  M'ill  go  far  in  obtaining  it.  The  last  crop 
Mas  short,  and  is  very  nearly  exhausted — but  there  is  no 
present  expectation  of  a  lively  foreign  demand,  and  a 
well  entertained  fear  that  the  great  market  which  the 
grain  growers  have  had  in  the  eastern  states  may  be  mucl\ 
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diminished  by  the  deranged  state  of  the  manufacturing 
establishments  therein,  and  consequent  want  of  means  to 
pay  for  southern  bread- stuffs;  for  the  eastern  people  have 
a  wonderful  facility  in  regulating  their  expenditures  ac- 
cording to  their  incomes — of  saving  money,  when  mak- 
ing lessened  earnings  of  it. 

The  eastern  market,  ever  since  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  in  New  England,  has  been  far  more  im- 
portant to  the  grain  growers  of  the  United  States  than 
the  foreign  one. 


The  Patriotic  bank,  at  Washington,  will  resume  specie 
payments  forthwith. 

One  of  the  leading  "humbugs"  of  the  day  is  what  is 
called  the  "gold  hill,"  concerning  wliich  the  ojficial 
"Globe" — the  '-organ"  of  "the  powers  that  be,"  has 
many  silly,  or  worse  than  silly,  paragrapiis.  The  two 
following,  as  italicised  and  CAPITALISED  in  that  pa- 
per, may  serve  as  specimens: 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

"To  thosiJ  who  talk  of  a  NATIONAL  CURRENCY,  Wf; 
point  Iheni  to  the  GOLD  REGION  in  Virjzinia,  llie  Carohna*, 
Georgia  and  the  contignous  portions  of  east  Tennessee  and 
Alabama.  There  is  a  NATIONAL  TREASURE!  There  is 
material  for  a  NATIONAL  CURRENCY!" 

"Contrary  to  their  will,  the  bank  party,  even  in  the  penale, 
have  been  obliged  to  vole  for  the  measures  of  the  administration, 
deemed  essential  to  carry  out  its  policy.  By  public  opinion  Ihey 
have  been  forced  to  vole  for  the  GOLD  BILL,  which  is  a  mea- 
Bure  of  deadly  hoslilily  lo  ihe  interests  of  ihe  bank,  will  super- 
sede its  notes,  and  is  tlie  harbinger  of  arcai  SOUND  CURRli^N- 
CY.  The  people  are  n<iw  enabled  to  understand  ihe  policy  of 
the  administration,  and  lo  see  that  it  would  give  ihcrn  GOLD 
instead  of  PAPER.  The  great  bank  attorney,  Mr.  Clay,  was 
bold  enough  to  vole  against  this  bill;  but  he  could  carry  only 
six  of  Ihe  bai4k  senators  with  him.  The  mass  of  ihem,  although 
they  voted  for  Ihe  bill  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  dared  not  to 
tell  the  people  "lye  will  deny  you  gold,  and  force  you  to  depend 
for  a  general  currency  on  the  notes  of' the  mammoth  bank.'  Thus 
were  ihey  forced  to  minister  lo  the  triumph  of  ihe  administra- 
tion." 

The  stuff  about  the  majority  of  the  senate  doing  a 
tiling  "contrary  to  their  will,"  &c.  is  hardly  worth  a  re- 
mark. The  '■'^ bank  party,"  '■'■interests  of  the  bank," 
'^bank  attoniei/,"  '■'^bank  sc'natovs^"  '■'■mammoth  bank" 
and  "triumph  of  the  administration,"  are  mere  set- 
ting poles  to  make  a  HURRAH.  The  stockholders  of 
the  bank  have  a  present  deeper  interest  than  any  other 
class  of  persons  in  the  United  States,  in  the  ])reservation 
of  a  "SOUND  CURRENCY,"  in  which  the  debts  due 
to  them  may  be  paid,  and  their  capital  refunded — if  the 
*^glury"  of  the  "Globe"  is  consummated  in  the  prostra- 
tion of  that  establishment. 

Let  us  see  how  the  account  stood  on  the  1st  June— • 

The  capital  of  the  bank $35,000,000 

The  loans  and  debts 52,201,912 

Due  from  state  banks 3,329,362 

Real  estate,  &c 3,000,000 

$93,531,274 
Deduct— specie  on  hand  (**sound  currency" J 

12,298,333 
Notes  in  circulation—  (ditto!)  16,612,577 
Funds  in  Europe,  about  (ditto! J  l,500,tX30 
Private  deposites  (ditto! J    6,867,892 

37,278,802 


rns!     Where  is  such  a  glorious  glory  of  gold  to 
from?     The  "gold  region  of  Virginia,"  and  other 


$56,252,472 

U.  S.  part  of  the    capital— l-5th—  7,000,000 
•«  of  debts  due,  &c.  f/o.      11,706,255 

18,706,255 


$37,546,217 
Now  if  the  whole  interest  which  "Me  government" 
has  in  the  bank  is  paid  off  in  "glory,"  and  the  "hurrah 
boys,"  (as  Mr.  Van  Buren  calls  them),  are  content  with 
thaty  the  private  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  will  require  a  "sound  currency"  in  the  large  sum 
of  37,546,217  dollars  to  refund  their  capital  and  satisfy 
the  surplus  profits  earned!  And,  as  it  is  determined 
that  the  bank  shall  be  closed,  all  this  money  will  be 
needed  by  them  in  the  space  of  three  years  from  the  3d 
March  next,  being  the  utmost  limit  to  which  the  power 
of  the  bank  will  ext«nd,  even  in  th«  settlement  of  its  old 
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states?  Bah  !  It  will  require  a  Jllidus,  with  an  ass's  ears, 
to  make  a  lo?ig  biay  about  this!  Every  one  does  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  pay  oW  honest  debts  to  the  bank  at  the 
rate  of  tluee  or  four  cents  in  the  dfllar,  though  having 
many  iltustuaus  examples  of  such  operations  before 
him — and  every  body  does  not  furriish  "tv^ine,  blanks 
and  paper"  to  the  post  ofiice,  or  receive  8,386  dollars  for 
publishing  a  single  advertisement  for  less  than  three 
months,  or  at  the  rate  of  more  than  100  dollars  a  day! 
The  diggers  get  gold  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  and 
other  men  have  to  give  iheiTi  the  quid  pro  qvo;  but  tliese 
chief  bawlers  about  gold  obtain  it  by  genuflections  and 
crawlings,  having  v.ell-oiled  knee  joints  and  brazen 
faces.  Con  over  the  names  of  these  men — and  call  to 
mind  their  former  |)roceedings  as  to  n)oney  matters, 
and  we  may  well  smile  at  some  of  their  shoutings  about 
a  "sound  currency!"  But  they  are  now  thiifty  through 
fawning,  and  have  "waxed  fat"  oti  the  "spoils  of  victo- 
ry." I'hey  must,  however,  sometimes  think' — and  if  so, 
must  know  the  folly  of  this  "humbug"  But  custom  has 
almost  made  it  natural  for  them  to  mislead  the  people; 
and,  as  the  JEsgnimai/x,  from  habit,  would  prefer  a  piece 
of  whale's  blubber,  though  half  putrid,  to  a  fresh-killed 
canvass  back  duck,  so  these,  from  habit,  prefer  high 
pressure  statements,  or  arrant  falsehoods,  to  the  sober- 
ness of  reason  and  plainness  of  truth. 

If  this  be  not  so — why  such  hurrahings  about  the  pas- 
sage of  the  "gold  bill?"  Has  one  ot  Mr.  Jiitchie's 
"mare's  nests"  been  discovered?  Was  it  only  just  now 
thought  of  to  advance  the  legal  value  of  our  gold?  Did 
any  one  oppose  Ihe  principle  of  the  bill?  We  have  not 
l)eard  of  one.  But,  while  all  agreed  that  the  legal  value 
of  gold  ought  to  be  raised,  as  measured  by^ilver,  some 
opposed  the  bill  as  it  passed  under  an  apprehension  that 
the  rate  of  gold  was  placed  too  high;  ajid  we  shall  be  much 
pleased  lo  find,  a  shor^  time  hence^hat  tbey  and  our- 
selves were  mistaken.  -  We  think  it  p[)ssible  that,  within 
the  space  even  of  three  years^  a  bill  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  if  to  be  paid  in  dollars,  njay  be  more  va- 
luable than  a  new-made  eagle.  We  wouWhave  avoided 
the  danger  of  this  by  more  closely  reguWiting  the  com- 
parative value  of -the  metals  which  compose  our  coins — • 
that  is  all  that  shoidd  have  been  done,  and  so  much  ought 
to  have  been  done  long  ago. 

The  bank  has  a  very  small,  if  any,  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter, whether  its  charter  shall  be  renewed  or  not.*  Its 
notes  are  better  than  the  new  gold  coins  Avill  be,  and  so 
will  remain  as  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  circulate 
among  the  people,  because  of  the  greater  cheapness  and 
safety  of  their  transportations:  but  if  the  gold  bill  has 
any  sensible  effect  on  the  currency  at  an  early  day,  it  is 
the  state  banks  that  will  feel  it,  in  reduced  circulations, 
ajid  the  hurrah  tvill  be  on  the  other  side!  If  a  man  has 
ten  1,000  dollar  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  goes 
into  the  oftice  at  New  Orleans,  he  may  get  a  draught  on 
Portland,  if  he  pleases,  for  ^  or  ^  per  cent,  if  not  at 
par — and  the  further  cost  of  the  remittance  will  be  25 
cents  for  postage:  but  if  he  has  $10,000  in  gold  at  New 
Orleans,  it  will  cost  him  at  least  2  per  cent,  to  pay  a  debt 
with  it  at  Portland.  And  besides,  in  the  first  mode  of  re- 
mittance there  is  no  risk — but  the  second  is  attended  with 
much  hazard  and  delay.  In  an  interruption  of  exch.inges, 
the  ofiice  at  New  Orleans  cannot  give  a  draught  on  Port- 
land, though  gold  be  laid  on  the  counter  for  it,  unless  at 
a  rate  of  ])remium  that  will  pay  for  the  cost  and  insur- 
ance of  the  transportation  of  the  gold  to  satisfy  the  debt 
made  at  Portland,  with  interest,  on  account  of  a  less 
rapid  remittance  than  the  mail  is  expected  to  furnish. 
Every  business  man  understands  this,  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  say  more  about  it.  Persons  will  no  more  deal 
in  gold  than  in  paper,  without  a  view  to  profit.  If  ex- 
changes are  to  be  made  in  gold,  Xhv.  costs  of  transpor- 
tation and  insurance  must  be  added  to  the  premium  or 
interest  that  shall  be  charged. 

The  reference  made  to  the  "gold  region"  as  a  "na- 
tional treasure"  is  stupidly  ridiculous.  The  countries 
that  produce  most  gohl  are  among  the  poorest  in  the 
world.  Ignorance  and  poverty  and  misei-y  abide  in 
them,  and  the  laborers  are  degraded  -working  inachines. 

*Escept  as  above  stated. 
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I'merk  is  no  exception  to  the  kulk.  As  a  branch  of 
the  national  industry,  and  in  places  wIitMe  there  is  a  sur- 
plus ot  hibor,  llie  digj^ing-  lor  gold  nitty  be  well  enough — 
but  it  is  seldom  more  profitable  than  digging  Tor  potatoes. 
A  quantity  ot  potatoes  worth  J^IUO,  is  just  as  valualjle  as 
lUU  dollars  in  gold,  with  this  difterence,  that  it  is  tlie 
owner  ot  the  potatoes,  and  not  ot"  the  gold,  who  cotii- 
iriuiids  the  market — tor  persons  do  not  cat  gold.  And 
"what  is  this  'ilourish  ot  tiiimpets"  about  (he  "gold  re- 
gion"— this  "national  treasure;"'  Why  the  n)akei-s  ot" 
biittoiis,  horn  cotiibs  and  ■wooden  clocks,  in  Coimecticut, 
might  gather  to  themselves  as  mueh  gold  annually  as  is 
jjrodueed  in  all  our  mines  and  washings;  tbi'  iheir  wares 
are  worth  moie  money  in  the  market.  Erugland  produc- 
es neither  gold  or  silver — and  yet  lent  money  to  JMexico, 
JF'ern,  Jh'ciz/l,  &c.  Holland  had  no  mines,  but  was  the 
banker  of  nations!  It  is  a  puojuuctive  indlstry  tiiat 
gathers  and  retains  gold  or  silver.  Without  that,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  legal  enactments  about  gold,  the 
metal  cannot  be  retained  amongst  us.  It  will  seek  those 
countries  wherein  lalior  is  best  rewarded.  'l"he  "national 
treasure"  is  in  the  successful  industry  of  the  people — the 
wheat  grower,  cotton  jilantei-  and  cod-fisher.  Strike  out 
even  xXiaJiishermen  from  the  ])ro<luctive  classes,  and  all  the 
g-okl  that  we  obtain  tVoiu  our  mines  will  not  renjunerate 
ihe  value  lost — tliough  the  gold  were  found  in  a  heap  and 
ready  coined  for  use. 

So  much  for  the  hurrah.'  We  have  long  desired  a 
new  regulation  of  the  legal  compai-ative  value  of  gold, 
but  think  that  the  rate  eslablishe(l  is  about  two  j)er  cent, 
too  high.  If  such  is  not  the  case,  we  siiall  be  as  well 
satisfied  with  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill  as  col.  Benton 
or  Mr.  JJlair  can  be — but  without  making  any  noise 
about  it. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  by  way  of  information,  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  from  another  number  of  the  "Globe," 
prefacing  it  with  the  lig'ht  matter  preceding,  that  persons 
may  hereafter  see  the  mcinner  in  which  the  wildness  of 
political  party  speaks  on  tliis  subject. 

"Tlie  great  bills  have  passed.  '1  lie  triumphant  measure  is 
adopted.  Gold — the  clieri?hed  currency  of  all  nations — a  cur- 
rerioi'  tianislied  from  the  Uniied  Slates  fur  a  whole  generation 
by  die  power  ot  bank  iegislaiioii — tliis  pracious  currency  once 
more  appears  in  our  land,  and,  in  defiance  of  bank  power,  will 
diffuse  and  spread  itself  throughout  the  .youiilry,  and  become 
the  liainiliar  inmate  of  every  industrious  man's  pocket.  Such 
is  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  great  measure  of  removing  the 
deposites,  and  rousing  a  continent  to  its  energies  against  the 
oppressiofis  of  a  lawless  and  gigantic  moneyed  power.  What 
now  has  become  of  all  those  predictions  that  the  currency  would 
be  ruined — that  there  would  be  nothing  but  broken  bank  notes 
to  be  seen  in  the  land!  The  new  law  is  to  take  effect  on  the 
31st  inst.  but  already  gold  is  in  circulation!  already  the  rare  and 
precious  metal  is  jingling  in  the  pockets,  and  glittering  in  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Already  many  travellers  have  sufiplied 
themselves  with  it,  and  will  be  able  to  traverse  the  country 
without  the  danger  of  receiving,  or  the  humiliation  of  ofiering 
fo  pass,  the  counterfeit  imitations  of  a  wretched  paper  curren- 
cy. Strangers  as  our  whole  populatioH  are  to  the  sight  of  gold, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  give  them  some  information  upon  the 
value  of  the  coins  which  will  come  chiefly  into  circulation. 
Our  old  coinage,  how  in  existence,  will  pass  thus:' Ihe  eagle 
{^10  66f;  half  eagle  $5  33|;  the  quarter  eagle  f-2  66f;  this 
being  the  true  value  of  the  pure  gold  now  in  those  coins;  the 
new  coinage  will  contain  as  much  less  pure  gold  as  will  make 
ihe  eagle  and  its  parts  pass  at  §10,  ^o  and  $2  50.  British  gold, 
of  which  a  great  deal  will  come  in  along  the  whole  line  of  the 
northern  frontier,  fr<nn  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  to  Lake  Superior, 
as  well  as  on  the  sea  coast  of  the  Adantic,  will  pass  thus:  the 
guinea  $5^;  the  sovereign  $4  84;  the  Louis  d'or  of  France, 
about  $3  75;  the  doubloons,  Spanish  and  Patriot,  $15  60.  Note. 
All  these  values  suppose  full  weight,  as  the  value  is  always  to 
be  corrected  hy  weight.  The  doubloons,  both  Spanish  and  Pa- 
triot, are  by  law  the  same  value,  for  they  are  of  the  same  weight 
and  fineness,  but  the  Spanish  doubloon  will  generally  be  above 
the  legal  rate  in  market  for  exporlation  to  Cuba,  where  that 
pperies  of  doubloons  passes  for  $17." 

The  readers  of  the  Register  will  well  remember,  that, 
years  ago,  we  pressed  upon  congress  the  importance  of 
raising  our  legal  value  of  the  pound  sterling,  and  gave 
many  examples  of  the  unfair  operations  of  its  value,  as 
established  by  us,  on  the  dutiss  payable  at  our  custom 
houses  on  foreign  goods  imported:  and  so  it  was,  that, 
because  of  the  differences  of  exchange,  our  own  manu- 
facturers not  only  lost  a  considerable  part  of  the  amount 
of  the  protection  which  the  law  nominally  gave  them, 
but  that,  if  1,000  dollars,  in  specie,  were  sent,  by  the 
same  person,  to  England  and  to  France,  and  laid  out,  in 
each,  in  the  purchase  of  goods  sufjgcct  to  a  40  per  cent. 


duty  ad  val.  the  duty  on  the  EnffHsJi  goods  would  be  less 
in  the  sum  of  :28  dollars  and  6  cents,  than  the  duty  on  the 
French  goods,  really  costing  the  same  sum  and  no  more — 
or  almost  ihi  ee  per  cent.  So  it  was  because  Fngland 
measured  value  by  gold,  and  France  and  ihe  U.  States 
by  silver,  as  has  been  often  :uid  fully  explained  by  us. 

Now,  according  to  the  "(jlobe,"  as  above  quoted,  the 
value  of  the  soveieign,  or  ])Ound  sterling,  is  484  cents; 
but  its  value  was  established  by  the  tariff  of  1S32  at  480 
cents.  The  average  rate  of  the  exchanges  might  have 
justified  a  fixing  of  it  at  488  cents — but  the  conveiiience 
of  regarding  the  English  [veiiny  as  equal  to  2  cents,  ex- 
aclh',  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  lesser  amount,  or  480 
cents.  And  so  it  is  that  the  principle  which  we  "tariff- 
ites"  long  contended  for,  has  been  adopted — in  ^'■glory."* 
'J'lie  just  preceding  remarks  apply  to  exchatiges — that 
is,  the  use  of  jiaper,  or  "credit,"  in  bills  and  draughts,  hf 
wliich  the  mass  of  commercial  business  is  always  trans- 
acted, and  always  will  be.  But  tlie  effect  of  the  "gold 
bill,"  is  to  make  gold,  as  measured  by  silver,  more  valu- 
able in  the  United  States,  according  to  tbat  measure, 
than  in  England  or  France;  and  if  gold,  at  the  legal  rates 
now  established,  is  to  be  our  standard  of  value,  may  not 
embarrassments  ensue  with  respect  to  our  silver  curren- 
cy, and  the  various  exchanges  that  grow  out  of  or  are 
measured  by  it.''  There  is  no  sort  of  objection  with  usy 
as  to  the  bill,  unless,  as  above  stated,  that  the  legal  ta- 
lue  of  gold  is  rated  too  high. 

Q77=^\Ve  have  since  noticed  a  little  table,  in  the  New 
York  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate,  shewing  the 
market  value  of  eagles  and  Spanish  doubloons,  Rt  14  dif-* 
ferent  periods  of  time  between  January  4,  1828,  and  May 
7,  1834.  Up  to  January,  1832,  the  average  value  of  thof 
eagle  was  $10  60— but  in  May  last  only  $10  30.  The 
value  of  the  doubloon  has  been  subject  to  greater  varia- 
tions, being  regulated  by  the  demand  in  Cuba,  &c. — for 
instance,  in  Mav,  1833,  it  was  worth  $17  42 — but  in  last 
May  only  $16  25. 

Anotlier  New  York  paper,  after  saying  that  the  rate  of 
exchange  on  England  is  3^@3^,  observes — nothing  but 
the  scarcity  of  money  prevents  the  rate  from  going  high- 
er. "The  purchases  of  bills  are  many  of  them  for  the 
purpose  ot  importing  gold,  which  w'lW  pay  Sit  the  present 
rate." 

Gold,  like  every  thing  else,  is  only  an  article  of  rtier* 
chandise,  and  it  seems  that  there  is  to  be  an  increased 
trade  in  it  on  account  of  the  advanced  legal  value  that  we 
have  given  to  that  metal;  and  the  principle  which  now 
induces  the  importation  of  gold  will  lead  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  silver,  as  soon  as  the  stock  of  gold  is  considerably 
increased.  It  is  the  market  value  of  gold  or  silver,  not 
the  legal  value  of  any  certain  number  of  pennyweights, 
that  fixes  the  true  value;  and  the  supply  of  gold  or  silver 
depends  on  the  demand  for  them,  or  either  of  them.  Fof 
an  example,  if  $5  75  cents  in  silver  were  demanded  for 
a  barrel  of  flour  which  might  be  had  for  half  an  eagle— 
the  latter  would  have  been  plenty  ainong  our  farmers. 

The  importation  and  exportation  of  specie  or  bullion 
are  governed  by  the  same  laws  which  regulate  the  import 
or  export  of  silks  and  teas,  tobacco  and  pine  boards. 

It  is  stated  that  "dry  goods  to  a  large  amount  are  re-* 
shipping  [at  New  York]  to  England  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback.  Some  of  the  shrewd  men  in  W'^all  street  cal- 
culate that  at  least  fifty  millions  of  cai)ital  and  currency 
have  been  withdrawn  from  business  operations  since  last 
October. " 

A  Pottsville  paper  says  that  there  ai-e  600  unfinished 
houses  in  Philadelphia — built  last  year,  and  remaining 
as  they  Avere. 

It  is  said  that  150  workmen  are  about  to  be  discharged 
by  one  of  the  glass  manufacturing  companies  near  Bos* 
ton. 

We  meet  with  many  like  items  in  the  newspapefS.f 

The  slieriff  of  Schuylkill  county,  l*ennsylvania,  has 
advertised  for  sale,  thirty-six  farms  and  lots,  which  are 
to  be  sold  during  the  present  month  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  present  owners. 

The  ship  America  sailed  on  Tuesday  for  Liverpool 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  steerage  passengers. 
Now  let  it  be  answered  whether  these  people  were 
bribed   by  the  bank  to  go  home,  or  whefner  bttsineBS 
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and  industry  over  the  whole  face  of  our  country  are  so 
completely  paralyzed  by  the  fatal  experiment,  as  to  leave 
them  no  other  alternative.  [  Coxir.  &  Enq. 

And  yet  emigrants  are  arriving  in  great  numbers  in 
Canada,  and  in  the  United  States — especially  from  Ger- 
many, in  the  latter.  The  prospect  of  employment  is  a 
dull  one,  unless  in  the  operations  of  mere  animal  laboi — 
and  even  that  is  becoming  difficult  to  obtain. 

We  have  lately  had  some  interesting  items  of  news 
from  Liberia.  The  colony  seems  to  be  doing  well,  and 
a  location  for  tlie  Maryland  colony  has  been  obtained 
at  Cape  Palmas.  The  climate,  however,  has  proved 
very  fatal  to  the  white  missionaries  and  agents,  and  the 
most  of  them  have  died.  We  shall  prepare  a  summary 
of  particulars  for  our  next  paper. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  tlie  small  party  of 
**abolitionists"  at  New  York,  &,c.  are  endeavoring  to  car- 
ry out  their  wild  notions  with  a  hig!>  hand — tliat  several 
"rows"  have  taken  place,  in  the  city  just  named,  arid  es- 
pecially at  the  Chatham  chapel  on  t!ie  evening  of  the  7th 
July,  in  consequence  of  its  occupancy  by  a  large  meet- 
ing of  tlie  abolitionists  and  people  of  color,  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  those  in  whose  possession  the  chapel  right- 
fully was.  There  was  much  fighting,  and  some  persons 
considerably  hurt,  but  none  dangerously.  Order  was  re- 
stored by  the  police. 

P.  S.  Tiiere  was  a  succession  of  riots  in  New  York  in 
the  evening  and  night  of  the  9th  inst. — first  at  the  Chat- 
ham chapel,  growing  out  of  the  "abolition"  question, 
which  was  quieted.  The  mob  then  proceeded  to  the 
Bowery  theatre,  to  punish  the  manager,  Mr.  Farren,  for 
certain  words  that  he    was    said    to    have  uttered  disre- 


Pacijic — Frigate — Brandy  wine.  Sloops — Fairfield  and 
Vincennes.     Schooner — Dolphin. 

The  steam  carriage  of  col.  Macerone,  to  run  on  the 
common  roads  in  England,  has  been  successfully  tried 
in  the  vicinity  of  London.  It  travels  five  miles  in  18 
minutes,  surmounting,  with  ease,  considerable  acclivities, 
and  leaving  in  the  distance  all  vehicles  on  the  road.  It 
can  be  immediately  stopped  and  turned  to  a  hair's  breadth. 

Joseph,  Lucien,  and  Jerome  Bonaparte,  are  now  in 
London. 

It  is  reported  that  general  Santa  Anna  had  deserted  the 
popular  cause  in  Mexico,  sided  with  the  army  and  clergy, 
and  dissolved  tlie  national  congress,  \Ujo  had,  in  turn,  ont- 
lawed  him.  No  one  of  tlie  new  governments  has  settled 
dov/n  into  a  state  of  peace  and  security. 

Tlie  queen  of  England,  wlien  lately  attending  St.  Paul's 
cathedral  (on  going  and  returning),  was  greeted  with 
hisses  and  groans  by  the  mob;  >vlio,  tiie  {)apers  say,  were 
exasperated  by  the  queen's  having  herself  surrounded  by 
a  troop  of  life  guards. 

Just  as  this  slieet  was  going  to  press  we  received  New 
York  pap(!rs  containing  news  from  London  to  the  31st 
May,  inclusive.  A  jjiirtial  change  in  the  British  minis- 
try had  taken  place,  in  consequence  of  some  disagree- 
ment about  the  reventie  of  the  Irisli  church.  It  seems 
most  likely  that  lords  Grey  and  Brougham  would  retain 
their  places;  but  Mr.  Stanley,  Sir  James  Graham,  the 
duke  of  Richmond  and  earl  of  Ripon  had  resigned.    The 


spectful  to  the  American  character,  himself  being   an    earl  of  Carlisle  v,as  to  be  lord  privy  seal,  ]Mr.  Ellice  se- 


Englishman.  They  force;d  an  entrance,  and  stopped  the 
play — but  were  finally  persuaded  or  compelled  to  retire, 
by  the  police.  Next  they  marched  to  the  house  of  L. 
Tappan,  an  "abolitionist,"  which  they  attacked  and  en- 
tered and  threw  the  furniture  into  the  street,  &tc.  and 
seemed  lesolved  to  set  it  on  fire;  which  caused  a  gather- 
ing of  the  firemen,  who  assisted  in  restoring  order,  at  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning! 

The  accounts  are  rather  confused — and  we  have  not 
time  to  pick  out  the  particular  facts  stated.  The  mob 
was  several  thousand  strong,  and  very  furious.  A  few 
fanatics  have  raised  aflame  which  they  will  not  find  it 
easy  to  subdue,  and  have  seriously  injured  those  whom 
they  expressed  a  great  desire  to  benefit. 

Cases  of  cholera  occasionally  appear  in  some  of  the 
western  cities  and  towns,  and  on  board  of  ascei  ding 
steamboats — but  no  alarm  prevails,  because  of  the  dis- 
ease, which  is  generally  manageable,  in  persons  who  have 
taken  a  reasonable  care  of  themselves. 

The  following  is  well  called  a  "splendid  acquisition:" 

The  Charleston  Library  Society  have  purchased  of  Henry 
Middleton,  esq.  ($500)  the  tna«nificent  work  on  Egypt,  pr(^p!)r- 
ed  under  the  auspices  of  Napoleon.  It  is  comprised  in  eleven 
volumes  of  engravings,  imperial  size — of  which  five  are  devot- 
ed to  the  antiquities  of  this  prim<T.viil  nation — three  to  its  natu 
ral  history — two  to  its  modern  condition — and  one  volume  is  an 
atlas  ancient  and  modern. 

The  eleven  voliunes  contain  eight  hundred  and  si.Kty-eight 
plates,  and  are  accompuTiied  with  twenty  six  volumes,  octavo, 
explanatory  of  their  subjects,  and  of  the  history,  antiquities  and 
curiosities  of  the  empire  of  Sesostris  and  the  Ploletnies.  I 

It  will  also  he  recollected  that  this  institution  enriched  its 
collection  in  natural  hi^tory  ami  the  fine  arts  not  long  since 
with  Audibon's  Ornithology — the  price  of  which  is  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  journey  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  Boston,  by 
steamboats,  via  New  York,  and  thence  to  Providence, 
&c.  was  lately  made  in  less  than  four  days. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  of  the  U.  States,  now  on 
Ibreign  stations: 

Jil(iditerranean^Sh\p  of  the  line — 'Delaware.  Frigates 
United  States  and  Constellation.  Sloop — John  Adams. 
Schooner — Shark. 

B'est  Indies — Sloops — 'Vandalin,  St.  Louis  and  Fal- 
mouth.    Schooners — Grampus  and  Experiment. 

Coast  of  Jirnzil — Sloops — Natchez,  Ontario  and  Erie. 
Schooners— Enterprize  and  Boxer. 


cretary  of  war,  Mr.  Spring  Rice  colonial  secretary,  lord 
Auckland  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  Francis  Baring 
(son  of  sir  Thomas)  seci-etary  of  the  treasury,  and  Mr. 
Moore  O'Farrall,  (an  Irit.h  Catholic),  junior  lord  of  the 
treasury. 

The  king  had  expressed  himself  favorable  to  tolera- 
tion, but  utterly  opposed  to  licentiousness,  and  said  that 
he  would  maintain  "the  church." 
— '•*^»^e©»<«— 
lTEMS. 

The  U.  S.  bank  has  dfclared  its  half  yeaily  dividend  of  three 
and  a  half  per  cent. 

A  steam  frigate  at  Toulon,  160  horse  power,  built  by  the 
Frencii  sr^wernment,  bears  the  honored  name  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zen, Fulton. 

The  British  frigate  Prenilent,  from  England,  having  on  board 
the  jiovernor  and  suite  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  bound  for  that  port, 
was  spoken  1st  inst.  otTlhe  port  of  Halifax. 

The  people  at  Dubuque's  mines,  (Missouri),  having  no  regu- 
lar system  of  government,  have  taken  the  execution  of  justice 
into  their  own  hands.  We  understand  that  a  man  by  the  name 
of  O'DoNNEi,,  who  had  committed  two  n)urders  in  one  week — 
the  last  of  thmn  his  partner  in  business — was  to  be  hung  during 
the  past  week,  that  beim.',  in  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
only  atonement  which  could  be  made  for  his  crimes. 

The  number  of  persons  arrived  at  Bnltimnre  from  foreign 
ports,  during  the  month  of  June,  was  1,753,  of  whom  135  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  re- 
mainder were  Germans. 

The  St.  Louis  (Missouri)  Times  states  that  vessels  of  400  to 
500  tons  burthen  now  trade  to  iliat  place,  and  the  editor  looka 
forward  to  the  day  when  merchant  ships  will  be  built  at  that 
place. 

Such  is  the  competition  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  that  emiernntg 
are  carried  in  the  steamboats  frouj  Quebec  to  Montreal  (180 
miles)  for  25  cents! 

There  have  been  sreat  disturbances  between  the  fnculty  of 
Harvard  college  anil  the  students,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  of  the  latter  have  been  dismissed. 

Charles  Howard,  Elislia  Tibbilts  and  Levi  Elmakor,  have 
been  appointed  directors  of  tlie  bank  of  the  llnifed  State.^,  in 
the  place  of  Joseph  White,  Saul  Alley,  and  Roberts  Vaux,  who 
declined  the  appointment. 

— — ►►©  ^  ©<«— 

LAFAYETTE— THE  GOOD. 

From  the  correspoiirlntf.  of  the  N.  Y.  Journo}  of  Commerce. 

Lafayeffc  is  no  more! — The  brave,  the  imble.  the  eenerous, 

the  patriotic  hero — died  lu)  the  morning  of  the  UOih,  [May]  at  a 

quarter  before  five  o'clock.     His  illness  was  at  first  excceding- 

Iv  sliiiht,  and  no  one  ealeul.ued  upon  the   lamentable   result. 

He  followed  the  remains  of  Dulona  to  fh«  grave,  and  it  is  be- 

'  lieved  that  he  then  caught  a  cold,  which  fixing  upon  hid  lung«, 
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has  caused  his  dissolution.  J-.ik(^  (/anniiig,  wlio  sufiV'red  in  the 
same  way,  atler  alleniliug  tlu;  Hun  ral  or  the  Uiike  of  Yorit,  La- 
fayette owes  Ilia  tleath  lo  an  ailt  ndaiice  at  the  tomb.  He  was 
in  his  seventy  j>eventh  year,  having  hcun  lioin  on  the  kstoC Sep- 
tember, l7o7.  He  was  attended  by  Dis.  Ainlial,  Marjohn,  (Co- 
quet, and  several  oilier  eninienl  medical  chiiraciers,  who  np  lo 
the  16lU  {^ave  it  as  their  opMinni,  that  then-  illnstrions  palnMit 
would  reeover.  On  the  19lli  live  ol  Iheni  issued  a  bulletin  d«- 
seriplive  ol  his  stale,  and  antieipatmg  his  r»:eovery.  Jiut  m  the 
night  a  inosl  material  change  look  place,  his  breaihing  beeaine 
very  dilhculi,  and  when  an  tfforl  was  making  to  apply  a  bli>t('r 
to  his  cheol,  he  mildly  observed  that  it  would  bt;  ol  no  avail, 
and  soon  alterwards  exiiired  in  the  arms  ol  Geo.  V\^^.  Lalayette. 
On  the  JLHIi  considerable  sensation  was  exiierienced  in  the 
ehamber  of  deputies,  al  the  prospect  of  the  dissoluinin  of  their 
venerable  colleague,  and  iVJ.  Dupin  in  the  course  of  the  nioni- 
Ing  thus  addressed  the  chamber: — "According  to  a  wish  ex- 
pressed by  several  deputies,  1  feel  no  doubt  but  that  the  chain 
lier  will  authorise  me  to  send,  in  its  name,  lo  make  emiuiries 
relative  to  the  health  of  our  illustrious  colleague — gi  iieral  La- 
fayette. (Numerous  cries  of  "yes,  yes").  "I  liave  already," 
said  the  president,  "sent  in  my  own  name." 

This  distinguished  compliment  is  generally  reserved  for  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family,  and  therefore  can  be  the  more  appre- 
ciated when  applied  to  the  departed.  Tlie  following  was  the 
reply  to  the  mes»age  of  the  chamber: — 

"Mr.  President — All  my  family  feel  grateful  for  the  interest 
the  chamber  has  so  kindly  taken  in  my  father's  health.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  there  is  a  slight  improvement 
in  his  situation.  Have  the  kindness,  Mr.  President,  to  present 
the  homage  of  our  respectful  gratitude  to  the  chamber,  and  ac- 
cent for  vourself  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  VV.  LAFAYETTE. 

This  note  was  loudly  cheered  by  nearly  every  member  in  the 
chamber,  but,  unhappily,  this  joy  was  but  of  short  duration,  for 
on  the  next  day  tlie  president  thus  announced  the  death  of  their 
colleague: — "1  have  the  affliction  of  announcing  to  the  cliam 
her,  lh(i  decease  of  the  honorable  general  Lafayette.  He  died 
this  niorniiig  at  fiv<:  o'clock.  I  shall  now  pr(jceed  to  draw  the 
names  ol  the  members  who  shall  attend  his  funeral,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  but  a  goeat  number  of  his  colleagues  will  consider  il  a 
duty  to  accompany  his  remains."  M.  Dupin  was  very  much 
afiected  while  addressing  the  chamber,  and  so  also  were  seve 
ral  of  its  members.  His  intimate  friend,  M.  Francis  Didessert, 
moved  tlial  the  president  should  be  instructed  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  general's  family  expressive  of  ihu  profound  grief  felt  by 
the  chamber  for  the  great  loss  his  colleagues  and  the  entire  of 
France  had  experienced. 

This  was  instantly  acceded  to,  and  the  chamber  suspended 
its  proceedings  (or  an  hour,  so  that  the  letter  of  condolence 
ghould  be  iiniuedialeiy  written.  A  council  v.'as  held  at  the 
Tuilleries  soon  after  his  demise,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  as 
to  the  necessity  of  calling  out  the  national  guard,  and  permitting 
them  to  attend  the  funeral  of  their  devoted  chieftain.  It  is  not 
yet  known  what  the  intentions  of  the  government  are,  but  it  is 
believed  that  they  will  not  in  any  way  interfere.  One  account 
that  I  Inive  seen,  states  that  he  will  have  a  public  funeral,  and 
that  tlie  two  sons  of  Louis  Pliillippe  will  be  ordered  to  attend  as 
chief  mourners.  If  so,  what  a  mockery  will  this  be!  That 
monarch  who  could  insult,  and  attempt  to  disgrace  Lafayette 
durim;  his  lifetime,  is  now  amongst  the  most  afflicted  at  his 
deathly  and  would  have  us  believe  ihat  his  tears  are  [)roofs  of  his 
sincerity.  I  am  not  so  credulous,  for  I  firmly  conceive  tlmse 
tears — to  he  tears  o(  joy.  Louis  Phillippe  always  dreaded  La- 
fayette, and  was  afraid  of  the  immense  power  which  the  vete- 
ran had  always  at  command.  He  is  rejoiced  as  much  if  not 
more  so,  than  he  was  when  he  heard  of  the  demise  of  young 
Napoleon.  He  now  imagines  that  two  powerful  factions  will 
he  annihilated— that  of  the  empircj  in  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
llcichslddi,  that  of  tlie  republican,  in  the  decease  of  Lafayette. 


the  "Union  of  Nations;"  a  banquet  from  whicli,  of  course,  po- 
/ilical  discussion  is  excluded. 

Previous  lo  the  splendid  repast,  I  had  Die  honor  of  shaking 
hands  with  him,  and  of  holding  a  rhort  conversation  on  lite- 
rary and  scienlitic  subjects.  His  mind  appeared  as  intellectual, 
ami  his  ideas  as  philosophical,  as  evt.r;  but  there  was  an  mde- 
hnahle  tacit  expiession  of  malaise  in  his  manner;  it  was  evi- 
dent to  me  Ihat  the  canker  of  "hope  deh'rred"  was  preyin" 
on  his  inmost  soul.  Several  Englishmen  ot distinction,  rank 
and  merit  were  prtisent.  Aii)ong>t  them  I  remember  the  names 
of  sir  Sidney  rtmilli,  Messrs.  Macgrrgor,  Ditchfield,  G.  G.  Den- 
nis, J.  W.  Lake,  Gore,  8ic.  &e.  who  all  fell  the  painful  fore- 
bodings 1  exjiericnced.  After  dinner,  the  geneial  rose,  and  at- 
tempted to  rt:turn  thanks  for  the  enthu-iasiic  manner  in  which 
the  company  had  drank  his  health;  but  he  was  unable  lo  go 
on — his  heart  was  too  full — it  was  already  broken. 

A  few  days  ere  his  death,  a  British  gcnlh  man  of  my  ac- 
quaintance visited  him  in  his  sick  room.  They  spoke  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  veteran's  eyes  sparkled  with  their  wonted  fire; 
they  alluded  to  France,  and  he  mournlully  shook  his  head. 
"Uelove<l,  but  betrayed  country,"  exclaimed  he,  "I  fear  thou 
hast  yet  many  terrible  struggles  to  undergo,  ere  thy  goal  of 
liberty  is  attained."  Tliese  words  you  may  rely  upon  as  a 
fact.  According  to  the  desire  of  the  deceas(;d,  he  is  lo  be  in- 
terred at  the  private  or  privileged  cemetery  of  Piepas,  by  ilie 
tomb  of  Madame  Lafayette. 

During  the  last  illness  of  the  fated  father  of  the  new  dy- 
nasty, not  a  single  message  was  sent  from  the  court  lo  in- 
quire after  the  illustrious  sufieier.  But  now,  alas!  ihe  chateau 
is  like  a  house  of  mourning,  and  the  ministerial  papers  aie  re- 
dolent of  grief,  for  the  loss  of— king  Leopold's  son. 


From  the  [London]  True  Sun  of  May  25. 

LAFAYETTE — THE    DYING    SCEiNE. 

An  apparent  melioration  had  taken  place  in  the  poor  invr;- 
lid's  sulferings  on  Monday,  but  at  midnight  all  the  alarming 
gympioms  returned  with  redoubled  vigor — A  devouring  fever, 
oppression  of  the  chest,  great  difiienlty  of  breathitig,vviih  a 
death-like  cough.  At  two  o'clock  a  poultice  was  apydied  on  his 
chest.  "What  are  you  applying  there.'"  inquired  the  patient; 
"is  it  another  blister?"  "No  general,  a  pnullice."  "■C'est  6ie?i." 
(His  well.)  These  were  the  last  words  of  Lafayetie.  The 
death-rattle  soon  followed;  the  dying  man  for  a  few  moments 
breathed  more  freely  and  then  serenely  sunk  to  death,  in  the 
arms  of  the  honorable  ?yl.  Cloqiiet. 

The  numerou-^and  extraordinary  scenes  with  which  his  noble 
name  is  so  pre-eininenilyconnecU'd  in  the  old  and  new  worlds, 
might  have  induced  the  prevailing  belief  that  he  was  ohler.  But 
his"  placid  benignity  of  countemiiue  and  disposition,  with  his 
natural  streircUi  of  constitution  and  temperate  habits,  had  tauaht 
his  friends  to  hope  that  his  iiivahnible  life  might  siill  have  been 
proloneed,  perhaps  yet  to  witness  the  consummation  of  his  pa- 
triotic wishes. 

"Since  the  fatal  day  of  Dulong's  funeral,  I  have  seen  him  a 
fe,w  limes,"  says  our  Paris  correspondent;  "and,  as  I  frequently 
and  fearfully  anticipated  in  my  correspondence  with  the  True 
Sun,  I  saw  there  was  no  hope.  The  last  lime  I  met  Lafayette 
in  public  was  on  the  14th  of  January,  at  tiie  grand  dinner  of 


FUNERAL    OF    LAFAYETTE. 

From  an  <?nrly  liour  on  the  morning  of  the  S'^d  of  May,  tlie 
Rue  d'Anjou  Si.  Honore,  in  which  the  hotel  of  the  laie  laincnt- 
ed  Lafayette  is  situated,  and  every  street  and  pa.-sage  in  its  vi- 
cinity, was  crowded  with  citizens  of  Paris,  hastenirii.'  lo  pay 
their  last  tribute  of  respect  and  allaclimentlo  the  illusiricms  de- 
ceased. 

The  fnneral  ceremony,  says  Galignani's  Messenger,  from  the 
public  character  of  the  dt  ceased,  both  a=  a  member  of  the  cham- 
ber ofdepulies  and  a  general,  was  invested  by  the  government 
with  all  the  imposing  pomp  which  the  attendance  of  numerous 
bodies  of  military  never  fails  to  give  to  piocessions  of  this  de- 
scription; while  the  attendance  of  the  national  guards,  who 
came  forward  in  immense  numbers,  to  join  in  givim;  effect  to 
this  parting  act  of  homage  to  their  venerable  colleague,  and  the 
crowded  stale  of  the  streets  leading  to  the  church  of  the  As- 
sumption, wiiere  the  funeral  ceren)nny  was  to  be  perfortned, 
and  from  thence  along  the  Rue  de  la  Paix,  the  entire  length  of 
the  Boulevards,  and  every  spot  near  which  the  procession  was 
to  pass,  showed  the  extent  of  the  popularity,  and  the  afFection- 
ate  esteem  with  which  the  deceased  was  regarded  by  tvery 
class. 

About  half  past  seven  the  members  of  the  various  deputations 
appointed  to  take  part  in  the  procession  began  lo  arrive  at  the 
hotel,  which  was  handsomely  hung  with  black.  Among  these 
were  numbers  of  staff  officers,  of  the  troops,  and  the  national  " 
guards.  Detachments  of  infantry  were  placed  as  guards  of  ho- 
nor in  the  commencement  of  the  Rue  du  Faubonrii  St.  Honore 
the  Rue  Royale,  the  Rue  St.  Florentin,  and  other  points  by 
which  the  procession  was  to  pass. 

At  a  few  minutes  after  nine  the  body  was  brought  down  and 
deposited  in  the  hearse,  which  was  decorated  wiih  twelve  tri- 
colored  flags,  three  at  each  corner;  it  was  surmounted  by 
plumes,  and  had  the  letter  L  on  various  parts  of  the  drapery 
and  was  drawn  by  four  black  horses.  The  cordons  of  the  hearse 
were  held  by  four  persons  of  distinction,  friends  of  the  deceased. 
After  a  few  minutes  spent  in  preliminary  arrangements,  the 
funeral  march  struck  up,  and  the  cortege  began  to  move.  The 
hearse  was  preceded  by  muffled  drums,  deputations  from  vari- 
ous legions  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  and  the  Banlieiie 
the  61st  regiment  of  the  line,  and  a  regiment  of  red  lancers! 
The  hearse  followed,  which  was  immediately  succeeded  by  the 
dep'.itations  of  the  chambers  of  peers  and  deputies;  oilier  depu- 
tations followed  from  various  public  bodies,  among  whom  we 
perceived  numbers  of  foreigners,  particularly  Americans  and 
Poles.  These  were  succeeded  by  chefs  de  bataillon  of  the  na- 
tional guards  and  the  line,  and  these  again  followed  by  other 
detachments  of  national  guards  and  troops  of  the  line,  headed 
by  muffled  drums  and  full  military  bands,  two  pieces  of  cannon 
and  a  detachment  of  the  L<t  regiment  of  artillery,  with  a  nu- 
merous body  of  cavalry  of  the  national  guards.  Four  of  the 
royal  carriages,  three  private  ones  of  the  general ,  followed  hy 
another  regiment  of  lancers,  seven  private  carriages,  and  a  body 
of  municipal  guards,  wound  up  the  procession. 

The  immense  crowds,  and  the  small  jpace  left  for  the  milita- 
ry, occasioned  considerable  confusion  previous  to  arriving  at 
tiie  church,  for  want  of  room  the  hearse  being  stopped  on'one 
occasion  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  coffin  was  then 
taken  into  the  church,  and  the  funeral  ceremony  being  perform- 
ed, the  procession  asain  proceeded;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
incalculable  crowds  assembled,  has  passed  the  Rue  de  la  Paix 
and  is  now  (as  we  are  jjoinj  to  press)  far  advanced  on  the 
Boulevard,  with  the  most  perfect  order  and  recnlarity. 

Ml  the  ministers,  says  the  same  Gazette,  on  leaving  the  coun- 
cil held  by  the  king  on  the  preceding  day  at  the  Tuilleries,  went 
in  a  body  to  make  a  visit  of  condelence  to  the  family  of  general 
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Jjafayctte.  They  were  received  by  M.  George  W.  Lafayette, 
and  conducted  by  him  to  view  the  body.  An  immense  number 
of  persons  of  all  classes  called  in  the  course  of  the  d:iy  and  iu- 
Bcribed  their  names  as  participators  in  the  gcneial  ^Mief. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Elates  of  America 
in  Paris,  held  on  the  21st  at  the  hotel  oftlie  American  leaalion, 
Ao  take  into  consideration  the  most  appropriate  manner  of  ex- 
pressing their  sorrow  for  Ihe  loss  they  and  their  country  have 
sustained  by  the  death  of  the  yreat  and  good  Lafayette— Tho- 
mas P.  Barton,  esq.  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  was 
-called  to  tlie  chair,  and  Dunscomb  Bradford,  esq.  American 
consul,  was  appointed  secretary.  The  following  resolutions 
were  oflered  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tliat  we  have  heaid  of  the  death  of  our  illustrious 
fellow  citizen,  the  virtuous  Lafayette,  with  feelings  of  the  deep- 
est sorrow  and  regret — 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  now  in  Paris, 
will  attend  in  a  body  the  funeral  of  Lafayette,  in  testimony  of 
the  high  respect  they  entertain  for  his  exalted  character,  as  the 
undeviating  friend  and  defender  of  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
and  of  those  of  the  human  race. 

ilesok'erf,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  address  a  letter 
^f  pondoleuce  to  the  ftimily  of  gen.  Lafayette,  expressive  of 
ftlieir  iaeep  sympathy  in  the  afflicting  dispensation  with  which  it 
has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  visit  thejn- 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  testimony  of  their  high  admiration 
/orllieviituesand  perfect  consistency  of  character  of  Lafayette, 
through  a  long  life,  and  under  the  most  arduous  circuinslances, 
they  will  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  three  months. 

On  ll)e  yjoiiou  of  Air.  Brooks,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  it  was 
then 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  commu- 
nicated by  the  secretary  of  this  meeting  to  the  family  of  the 
illustrious  deceased,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be 
published. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  French,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blow,  it  was 

Rpiolved,  That  the  United  Slates,  as  far  as  they  are  represent 
«d  at  this  meeting,  each  furnish  a  metnber  to  constiiute  the 
xommit.tee  to  address  the  letter  of  condolence  to  the  family  of 
general  Lafayette:  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen,  repre- 
senting seventeen  states  of  the  union,  were,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hayne,  seconded  by  Alex.  Claxlon,  esq.  U.  S.  N.  named 
Jhat  committee: 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Maine;  N.  Nile?,  esq.  of  Vermont;  Charles 
'Brooks,  <is(^.  of  Massachusetts;  J.  Dennison,  esq.  of  Connecti- 
cut; Mr.  Biiriifi  and  Mr.  Brevoort,  of  New  York;  Philip  Kear 
ney,  esq.  of  New  Jersey;  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker,  of  Pennsylvania; 
AlexaiiderClaxlon,esq.  U.S.  N.  of  Maryland;  rev.  F.  S.  Mines, 
of  Virginia;  Arthur  P.  Hayne,  esq.  of  South  Carolina;  Dr.  L.  A. 
J)ujtas,  of  Georgia;  VV.  P.  D'Arusmont,  esq.  of  Indiana;  Dr.  A. 
p.  Elston,of  Kentucky;  J.  S.  Pomer,  esq.  of  Mississippi,  and 
D.  Uiquhart,  esq.  of  Lnuisiana. 

On  llie  moiion  of  Mr.  Townsend,  Mr.  Barton  and  Mr.  Brad- 
ford were  ex  officio  placed  on  the  committee.  After  a  short  ad- 
journment, the  chaiiman,  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  re- 
ported u  letter  of  condolence  to  the  family  of  general  Lafayette, 
\yhieh  was  unanimously  adopted.  On  tiie  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Erooljs,  it  was  resolved,  that  an  eulogy  on  the 
illustrious  character  of  the  revered  Lafayette,  be  delivered  he- 
fore  the  American  citizens  at  Paris.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brewster,  seconded  by  Mr.  Niles,  it  was  resolved,  that  five 
jgentlemen  be  named  by  the  chair,  to  constitute  a  committee  of 
arrangements,  to  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  pr(;cedin2  re- 
solution: whereupon,  Mr.  Brewster,  Mr.  Niles,  Mr.  Atherton, 
Mr.  Brevoort  and  Mr.  Brooks,  were  named  that  committee.  It 
was  then  rj^solved,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meetiiiii  be  com- 
jXjunicated  by  its  secretary  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  recorded  on  the 
books  thereof— and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

We  understand  thatM.  Lafit'e  entertained  the  project  of  pro- 
posing to  the  chamber  of  deputies  that  the  body  of  general  La- 
fayette should  be  deposited  in  the  pantheon,  but  renounced  it 
on  learning  that  it  was  the  decided  wish  of  the  family  that  the 
directions  of  the  deceased,  as  to  his  interment,  should  be  scru- 
pulously followed. 

All  the  ministerial  papers  contain  eulogies  on  tlii.^  consistent 
and  persevering  friend  of  human  liberty.  The  military  honors 
paid  him  were  those  which  belong  to  a  general-in-chief. 

INDIAN  ANTiaUlTlES. 

A  subterranean  Indian  village  has  been  discovered  in  Nacoo- 
chee  valley,  in  Georgia,  by  gold  miners,  in  excavnting  a  canal 
for  the  purpose  of  washing  gold.  The  depth  to  which  it  is  co- 
vered varies  from  seven  to  nine  feet;  some  of  the  houses  are 
imbedded  in  a  stratum  of  rich  auriferous  gravel.  They  are  31 
in  number,  built  of  logs  from  six  to  ten  inches  in  diameter,  and 
from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  length.  The  walls  are  from  three  to 
Bix  feet  in  height,  forming  a  continuous  line  or  street  of  300 
feet.  The  logs  are  hewed  and  notched,  as  at  the  present  day. 
The  land  beneath  which  they  wvre  found,  was  covered,  at  its 
first  settlement  by  the  whites,  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
denoting  a  great  antiquity  to  these  buildings,  and  a  powerful 
cause  which  submerged  them.  Cane  baskets  and  fragments  of 
earlhenwar(i  were  found  in  the  rooms.  The  account  is  con- 
tained in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Southern  Banner,  from 
which  the  following  further  particulars  are  extracted: 

The  houses  are  situated  from  50  to  100  yards  from  the  princi- 
pal channel  of  the  creek;. aod  as  no  further  excavauons  have 


been  made,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  new  and  more  inter- 
esting dcvekipments  will  be  made  when  the  land  is  worked  for 
gold. 

A  great  number  of  curious  specimens  of  workmanship  have 
been  found  in  situations  which  preclude  the  jiassibiliiy  of  their 
liaving  lifceii  moved  for  more  than  a  thousand  years.  During 
my  mining  operations  last  }  ear,  I  found,  at  one  time,  about  one 
half  of  a  crucible  of  the  capacity  of  nt  ar  a  gallon.  It  was  ten 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  iiiunediately  beneath  a  large  oak 
tree  which  measured  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  must  have  been 
four  or  five  hundred  years  old.  'J'he  deposite  was  diluvial,  or 
what  may  be  termed  table  land.  The  siratiiin  of  <iuartz  giavel, 
in  which  the  vessel  was  imbedded,  is  about  two  feel  in  thick- 
ness, resting  upon  dc^composed  chlorite  slate. 

It  is  not  difhcult  to  acccnint  for  the  deposite  of  those  substan- 
ces in  alluvial  soil,  for  the  hills  are  generally  very  high  and  pre- 
cipitous, and  from  the  immense  qjiantity  of  rain  which  falls, 
the  streams  are  swollen  to  great  height,  sweeping  every  thing 
with  them,  and  frequently  forming  a  deposite  of  st-veral  feel  in 
tliicktiess  in  a  season;  but  some  of  the  diluvial  land  is  from  ten  to 
fifty  feet  above  the  present  level  of  the  slreams.  These  depo- 
sites  exhibit  appearances  of  as  great  attrition  as  those  recently 
formed. 

There  was  a  vessel,  or  rather  a  double  mortar,  found  in 
Duke's  creek,  about  live  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  excava- 
tion on  each  side  was  nearly  an  inch  in  depth,  basin  like,  and 
perfectly  polished.  It  was  made  of  quartz,  which  had  been 
once  transparent,  but  had  become  stained  with  the  iron  which 
abounds  in  quantity  in  all  this  country.  In  the  bf)ttom  of  this 
basin  was  a  small  depression  half  an  inch  in  depth  and  about 
the  same  diameter.  What  its  use  could  have  been,  is  difficult 
to  conjecture.  Some  su[)pose  it  was  used  for  grinding  paint, 
&c.  or  in  some  of  their  plays  or  games.  The  high  finish,  and 
its  exact  dimensions,  induce  me  to  believe  it  the  production  of 
a  more  civilized  people  than  tlie  present  race  of  Indians.  Re- 
spectfully yours,  M.  S. 
— •.►►►®  ©  fltiii"  ■ 

ANCIENT  OPINIONS. 

The  Delaware  "State  Journal"  o(  the  13th  June,  1834,  says — 

"A  friend  has  favored  us  with  a  number  of  the  first  news- 
paper that  was  published  in  Plijladelphia — namely.  The  Ameri- 
can Weekly  Mercury,  of  July  22, 1742,  printed  by  Andrew  Brad- 
ford, at  the  sign  of  the  Bible,  in  Front  street.  It  is  a  venerable 
memorial  of  the  primitive  days  of  the  city  of  brotherly  love^a 
sheet  of  about  nine  by  six,  each  page  divided  into  cnlnmna. 
This  was  the  weekly  oracle  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and 
of  the  country  round,  including  Wilminaton,  New  Castle,  Ches- 
ter, &c.  We  extract  an  article  from  this  paper  which  has  some 
application  to  our  own  limes,  and  to  all  times." 

And  then  presents  us  with  the  followins  curious  article — 
From  the   Weekly  Mercury  of  1742. 

Methinks  I  could  wish  that  ?ome  Author  had  eiven  lis  a 
History  of  Preferi.ients  and  Disgraces  at  a  certain  Time  when 
one  man  lorded  it  over  his  Country,  should  be  glad  to  read 
the  Biith,  Parentage  and  Education  of  all  his  Tools,  with  an 
Account  of  their  eminent  Abilities,  and  the  signal  Services 
they  perform'd  for  their  Country;  and,  I  fancy,  if  the  last  d}'- 
ing  Speeches  and  Confessions  of  some  of  them  shouhl  be  aii- 
nex'd,  it  would  not  make  the  History  the  less  entertaining  to  the 
Coitions  Reader. 

Cardinal  de  Rentz  tells  us  that  there  is  a  Time  when  to  be 
disurae'd  at  Court  lessens  a  Man's  Merit  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
World;  but  (says  he)  there  is  also  a  time  when  to  be  di<grac'd 
at  Court,  raises  a  Man's  Character,  casts  a  Lustre  over  all  his 
good  Qualities,  and  obtains  Quarter  with  the  Wotid  for  all  hid 
Faults. 

When  Government  is  executed  with  a  just  Regard  to  the 
Rights  of  the  Subjects  at  home,  and  Ihe  Glory  and  interest  of 
the  Nation  are  maintain'd  abrond,  it  is  no  Shame  for  a  Man 
to   wish  to  bo  in   Favour  at  Court. 

When  the  natuial  Friends  and  Allies  of  a  Country  are  pro- 
tected and  defended,  and  its  Enemies  humbled,  a  Man  might 
reasonably  wish  to  be  in  Favour  at  Court. 

When  Men  are  prefer'd  merely  for  their  Abilities,  and  laid 
aside  where  a  Want  of  Abilities  is  discover'd,  a  Man  would 
certainly  think  it  an  honor  to  be  in  Favour  at  Court. 

When  there  is  a  Court  composed  of  Ministers  and  Cniin- 
cellors  chosen  out  for  their  Wi.-^dom  and  Abilities  in  the  busi- 
ness of  Ihe  State,  of  Divines  rais'd  for  their  Learnim;  and 
Christian  Piety,  and  of  Soldiers  preferr'd  for  their  Valour  and 
Conduct  in  the  Wars;  who  would  not  think  it  an  Honor  to  be 
in  Favour  at  Court. 

On  the  other  side.  When  the  Subjects  are  oppressed  with 
Taxes  for  maintaining  the  Minions  oi"  an  overgrown  Minister 
in  Luxury,  it  is  time  for  a  Man  to  think  it  an  Honour  to  be 
dissrrac'd  at  Court. 

When  Ihe  Protection  of  Trade  is  neglected,  when  Arts,  Sci- 
ences, and  Manufactures  are  starv'd,  and  all  Kimls  of  Vice 
is  encouraged,  a  Man  would    wish  to  be  di*ijraced  at    Court. 

When  a  Nation  is  insulted  bv  a  weak  and  defenceless  Ene- 
my, and  having  more  than  siiflicient  Strenith  to  do  itself  Jus- 
tice, yet  by  Ihe  Incapacity  of  those  at  the  Flelm,  knows  not 
how  to  use  that  Strength,  a  Man  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be 
dis2rac'd  at  Court. 

When  the  sole  executive  Part  of  the  Government  is  nsnrp'd 
by  some  one  bold  overbearing  Man,  with  scarce  Abilities  for 
the  lowest,  a  Maji  would  certainly  wish  to  be  discrac'J  at 
CotJtt. 
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When  a  servile  Prostitution  to  the  arbitrary  Will  of  this  one 
Man  is  the  Tenour  by  wliich  every  Man  holds  his  Employ- 
ment, what  Man  oC  Spirit  can  serve,  and  who  that  haili  the 
least  Feeling  (or  the  Wrong.-'  o(  liis  Country,  or  Kegard  to  his 
own  Reputation,  but  would  tliink  it  an  Honour  to  be  dis^rac'd 
at  Oourif 

MR.  WISE,  OF  VIRGINFA. 

The  following  are  tiie  concluding  paragraphs  of  a  speech  of 
Mr.  /Fixe,  in  llie  house  of  representativet;,  on  Monday,  9th  of 
June,  OH  tiis  motion  concerning  a  reaioratiun  olthe  depu^jtes  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States: 

Sir,  I  rcripecttully  ask  gentlemen  who  support  the  adminis- 
tration in  all  these  measures,  if  it  can  post^ibly  be  their  delibe- 
rate policy  to  adjourn  without  doing  something  (or  relief — not 
pecuniary  relief,  that  is  now  but  as  the  dust  in  the  balance — 1 
mean  relief  of  the  laws  and  constitution.''  I  respectlully  in- 
quire of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  if  any  other  can  be  his  design  or  the  design  of  the  party 
with  whom  he  acts,  by  the  propos^ition  of  the  measure  lie  has 
reported?  Can  lie  or  any  man  expect  us  to  suinptlhat  measure, 
when  it  would  but  confirm  the  present  state  of  things,  but 
employ  the  worst  of  means  to  eflect  the  very  evils  com- 
plained of,  but  add  the  sanction  of  law  to  the  very  violations  of 
law;  and  servilely  grant,  yield,  and  consent  to  tlie  usurpations 
of  power  which  we  are  so  loudly  called  on  sternly  to  deny,  re- 
fuse, resist  and  denounce?  Does  he  not,  did  he  not  foreknow, 
that  congress  will  reject  this  proposition  to  strip  it  of  all  its 
powers,  and  transfer  them  to  the  executive?  And  if  congress 
does  reject  it,  as  it  is  bound  by  law  and  duty  to  do,  do  gentle- 
men flatter  themselves  that  they  can  return  to  their  constitu 
enls  with  the  insulting  excuse  that  the  administration  hiis  done 
Us  part  for  the  people?  I  imploringly  ask  gentlemen,  if  tAis  is 
to  be  their  '■'ultimatum'^"  If  so,  I  venture  to  predict  that  it  will 
be  the  '^ultimatum^' — of  their  fate!  Sir,  this  may  be  the  croak- 
ing of  prophecy,  and  they  may  feel  secure  as  a  tower  of  strength 
in  their  present  possession  of  power.  But,  if  they  continue  to 
mock  the  complaints  of  the  people;  ifthey  continue  in  that  des- 
perate course  which  blindly  plunges  from  bad  to  worse;  if  they 
do  not  quickly  retrace  their  steps  of  folly,  repent  of  past  errors 
(which  they  may  now  do  without  making  confession);  if  they 
persist  in  this  sacriligious  policy  which  pollutes  the  sacred  ves- 
sels of  the  sanctuary;  they  will  yet  have  to  tremble,  like  Bel- 
shazzar,  at  the  hand  writing  on  the  wall! 

Sir,  in  the  language  of  Fisher  Ames,  "if  my  powers  were 
commensurate  with  my  zeal,  I  would  rai^e  my  voice  to  such  a 
pitch  of  remonstrance"  against  this  cruel  injustice  to  a  gener- 
ous people,  lliis  mischievous  policy  of  those  in  whom  that  peo- 
ple have  confided,  this  flagrant  outrage  upon  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution, "ihat  it  should  reach  every  log  house  beyond  the 
mountains  "  I  would  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  to  its 
uintost  borders,  rise!  in  your  majesty  and  sovereignty,  and  hurl 
from  his  place  of  power  every  public  man  within  the  reach  of  a 
billot  box  who  has  sought  to  perpetrate  these  atrocious  evils 
upon  the  body  politic,  or  who  has  been  supine  and  inactive, 
whilst  otiiers  have  been  guilty  of  their  perpetration?  But,  sir, 
as  I  cannot  be  heeded  by  the  nation,  beyond  the  district  of  my 
own  constituents,  I  would  speak  with  a  "still  small  voice"  to 
those  who  are  near  me.  In  my  present  relation  to  the  presi- 
dent I  cannot  condescend,  as  an  independent  representative  of 
a  people  yet  free,  to  ofTer  an  apology  tor  the  course  I  have  been 
driven  to  pursue  by  the  laie  measures  of  the  executive.  I 
claim  rather  an  atonement  from  the  man  whom  I  supported  for 
the  presidency,  for  such  acts  of  misrule.  But  if  I  was  permit- 
ted to  expostulate  with  him,  as  still  a  sincere  personal  friend,  I 
would  warn  him  to  "shake  off  the  serpent  from  his  hand,  ere 
poison  and  death  ensue  from  the  bite  of  the  reptile!" 

I  will  say  to  my  personal  friends  in  tlie  administration  ranks: 
*'I  am  no  licser^er,  and  have  a  rijjht  to  speak  to  a  brother  sol- 
dier. It  is  true  I  have  left  your  camp,  not  because  1  disliked 
the  corps  to  which /belonged,  but  because  there  were  wermm 
tliere;  and  t  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  the  'Old  Chief  to 
fliiht /or  my  country,  and  not  a«ainit  her  most  sacred  institu- 
tions and  dearest  rights.  I  call  upon  you  who  are  faithful  to 
him  to  save  the  time-honored  warrior  from  the  'deep  damna- 
tion' of  the  bitter  curses  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people, 
groaning  under  the  pillaging  policy  of  'orderly  sergeants,'  reck- 
less alike  of  the  country's  welfare  and  of  the  president's  popu- 
larity, enriched  with  the  'spoils  of  victory,'  and  flushed  to  mad- 
ness with  the  intoxication  of  repeated  triumphs!" 

Sir,  I  will  say  to  members  of  whatever  party:  "Show  to  tire 
world  that  if  there  are  too  many  who  love  to  be  templed  to  for- 
get their  trusts,  by  a  well  managed  venality,  there  are  a  few 
who  find  a  greater  satisfaction  in  being  thought  beyond  its  in- 
fluence." 

I  will  say  to  the  people:  "Ho!  every  patriot  to  the  resctie!" 
And  "if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,"  I  would  put  up  to  the 
God  of  nations  the  prayer  of  Warsaw's  last  champion — 
"Oh  heaven!  my  bleeding  country  save!" 

W^':  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  senate  of  Monday  last.  They  passed  the  house  of 
representatives  of  New  Hampshire  163  to  62,  and  the  senate, 
yeas  12,  nays  none. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representntives  in  general 
court  convened,  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  government,  and  that  the  president  of  the 


U.  States,  by  his  ardent  endeavors  to  restore  the  constitution  to 
its  original  purity,  by  his  stern  integrity  and  unbending  firmneiid 
in  resisting  the  approach  of  corruption  in  every  protean  shape,  in 
staying  the  lavish  expi  nditure  of  the  public  money  in  an  un- 
constitutional system  ot  internal  improvements  by  the  national 
government,  in  settling  the  taritt'  on  a  more  equitable  basis,  in 
his  prompt  resistance  to  all  measures  tending  to  the  dissolution 
of  our  union,  in  his  veto  on  the  recharter  of  that  dangerous  in- 
stitution, the  United  States  bank,  and  in  the  unyielding  stand 
which  he  has  taken  against  the  recent  alarinimg  proceedings  of 
that  institulion,  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  true  disciple  of 'J"ho«. 
Jefferson  the  father  of  American  democracy,  and  has  greatly 
increased  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  him  from  the  American 
people. 

Jlnd  he  it  further  resolved,  That  in  the  removal  of  the  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  president  exercised  a  power  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  constitution,  and  which  has  been  re- 
cognized by  all  his  predecessors  in  office;  and  which  it  was  hia 
duty  to  exercise  if  he  believed  that  officer  to  be  unworthy  or  in- 
capable, or  that  he  was  pursuing  measures  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  public. 

^?id  be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  removing  the  depositea  of 
public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  the  present 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  violated  neither  the  letter  nor 
the  spirit  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  has  pursued  a  course, 
the  expediency  of  which  was  clearly  indicated  by  the  decision 
of  the  people  in  the  last  presidential  election,  against  the  re- 
charter  of  ihe  bank,  and  which  was  imperiously  demanded  by 
the  profligate  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that  institution. 

^nd  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  rechartered — that,  unconstitutional  in  its  crea- 
tion— it  has  proved  itself  to  be  an  institution  of  the  most  deadly 
hostility  to  the  principles  of  republicanism,  that  we  view  with 
indignation  its  desperate  struggles  to  obtain  political  power  by 
a  shameless  and  barefaced  course  of  bribery  and  corruption, 
and  that  we  witness  with  alarm  the  attempts  made  by  its  advo- 
cates to  set  at  defiance  the  representatives  of-the  people,  to  veil 
its  transactions  in  secrecy  and  darkness,  and  to  justify  proceed- 
ings which,  should  they  be  upheld,  mu3t  end  in  subjecting  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  the  dominion  of  a  gigantic  mo- 
neyed monopoly. 

^nd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  late  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  against  the  extraordinary  and  unpre- 
cedented resolution  of  the  senate,  pronouncing  him  guilty  of  a 
most  flagrant  offence  without  either  hearing  or  trial,  was  a  mea- 
sure justified  by  his  personal  right  to  vindicate  his  own  charac- 
ter from  unmerited  reproach,  and  by  his  imperative  official  du- 
ty to  defend  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  while  in 
his  charge,  from  all  intemperate  assaults  or  unconstitutional  en- 
croachments, and  that  the  senate,  in  passing  such  a  resolution, 
violated  the  first  principles  of  ordinary  justice,  and  deliberately 
unfitted  themselves  for  the  proper  discharge  of  those  judicial 
duties,  which,  by  the  constilulion,  (i(  the  charges  in  their  reso- 
lution were  true),  they  were  bound  to  believe  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives would  soon  invoke  them  to  perform. 

»/3nd  be  it  further  resolved.  That  our  senators  in  congress  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  vote  thai  the, resolution,  pass- 
ed by  the  senate  on  the  28th  day  of  March  last,  "thai  the  presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceeding  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself  anihoriiy  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  conslitiiiion  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both,"  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  senate. 

^nd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of 
the  delegation  from  this  stale  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  lion.  Samuel  Bell. 

^ndbeit  firther  resolved,  Tliaixhe  hon.  Samuel  Bell,  since 
his  re-election  to  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates,  has  pursued 
a  course  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  he  has  long  misrepresented  and  now  misrepresents 
the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  his  constituents,  and  that  he  be, 
and  hereby  is  requested  to  resign  his  seat  agreeably  to  the  so- 
lemn pledge  heretofore  made  by  him. 

^nd  he  it  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  slate  be  and 
he  hereby  is  directed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
the  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
each  of  the  heads  of  departments,  to  the  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

BUNKER  HILL  MONUMENT  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  annual   meeting  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  asuocia- 
tion,   held  on   the  17lh  June,  at   Faneuil  Hall,   the  following 
report,  having  been  read  and  accepted,  was  ordered  to  bo  pub- 
lished. 

ANNUAL    REPORT 

To  the  members  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  association,  at 
their  meeting,  on  the  anniversary  of  June  17,  1834. 
Since  the  last  anniversary,  the  board  of  directors  have  made 
every  exertion  in  their  power  to  advance  the  purposes  of  the 
association.  The  general  depression,  arising  from  the  state  of 
the  country,  has  been  unfavorable  in  these  exertions — there  is 
little  reason  to  doubt,  that  in  the  ordinary  stale  of  prosperity, 
the  full  amount  of  the  subscriptions  desired,  would  have  been 
obtained.  Public  occurrences  have,  however,  had  this  benefi- 
cial eflfect — they  have  turned  the  attention  of  the  whole  people 
to  the  principles  of  the  American  revolution;  and  in  this  view. 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  holds  a  higher  rank,  in  the  public 
esteem,  than  ever. 
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The  Mai?f!acluisolts  Cliaritahle  I^Ieclmnic  at^sociation  liave 
persevered  in  tlieir  labors,  and  expect  lo  raise  a  siu'Kcieiit  sum 
to  complete  the  rnoiiiitnent,  to  llie  elevation  which  the  direc- 
tors have  aj^reed  on.  Ttie  co>t  ofdninij  this  has  been  ascertain- 
ed hy  an  intelligent  and  careful  conimillee. 

The  only  fibslacle  lo  going  on  willi  the  work  immediately, 
and  finishing  the  monument  as  soon  as  the  work  can  b^'  done, 
is  the  debt  incurred  for  buying  llie  bailln  ground,  in  the  ho[)e, 
that  this  ground  might  be  kept  open  and  sacred  Corever.  The 
board  of  directors  have  reluclanily  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  ground  niu-^t  be  sold,  reserving  a  square  of  four  liundred 
feet,  with  streets  fifty  feet  \vide  on  the  sides  thereof.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  latld  around  the  square,  and  the  127,000  feet  not 
on  the  square,  divided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars,  would 
sell  for  the  sum  of  twenty-live  thousand  doUars.  Such  sale 
lias  not  yet  been  etfecled,  but  it  is  hoped  il  will  be. 

The  land  is  supposed  to  be  worth  the  money  for  which  it  is 
offered — ami  the  interest  upon  Uiat  money,  if  the  power  to  re- 
deem should  arise; — and  if  no  reriernption  should  occur,  that  the 
purchasers  would  be  fully  re[)aid  in  the  land  itself.  There  is 
anollier  resource: — if  the  monument  be  completed,  the  annual 
visiters  may  be  computed  at  ten  thousand  in  number,  and  if  each 
visiter,  (as  is  customary  elsewhere,  as  to  ()ub!ic  works),  should 
pay  fifty  cents,  the  iiionument  might  pay  for  i!n;  land. 

On  the  whole,  the  association  and  the  public  may  be  encourag- 
ed that  the  monument  will  be  completed,  that  when  completed, 
it  will  be  an  object  of  such  proud  exultation  to  this  age,  and  to 
the  whole  coutury,  that  all  who  have  aided  to  raise  it  will  derive 
the  highest  gratification  in  the  reflection  that  the  work  is  done. 
It  may  hereafter  be  said  of  this  monument,  vviili  more  propriety 
and  more  feeling  than  the  Greeks  were  accustomed  to  sptak  of 
their  statue   of  Olympian   Jupiter,    that  "^o  have  lived,  and  to 
have  diedy  without  having  seen  if,  vas  to  have  lived  in  vain.'' 
JOSEPH  T.  BUCKINGHAM, 
WILLIAM  SULLIVAN, 
JOfliV  SKINNER, 
EBENEZKR  BREED, 
GEORGE  DARRACOTT, 
NATHANIEL  HAMMOND, 
WILLIAM   W.  STONE, 
JOSEPH  JENKINS, 
JOHN  P.  THORNDIKH, 
Executive  committee  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  president  of  this  association,  in  the  name 
nnd  behalf  thereof,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  cm- 
powered  to  convey  in  fee  simple  so  much  of  the  land  under  and 
near  the  monument,  on  Bunker  Hill,  in  Cliarlestown,  as  the 
said  president  and  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  deem 
•expedient — also,  the  said  monument,  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Massacusetts,  or  to  sucli  corporation,  person  or  |)ersons,  at 
such  lime,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  a  majority  of 
said  president  and  directors  shall,  in  writing,  approve. 

From  the  Boston  Courier  of  June  18. 

At  the  meeting  3reslerday  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument  as- 
sociation. 

George  Darracott,  esq.  of  the  building  committee,  informed 
the  meeting,  that  the  work  of  completing  the  monument  had 
this  day  commenced  at  the  quarry  in  Q,uiney,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  Mr.  Solomon  Willard;  that  only  sevenly-eiglil 
stones  were  now  necessary,  together  with  those  already  pre- 
pared, to  raise  the  monument  double  its  present  elevation,  that 
IS  to  a  height  between  sixty  and  seventy  feet,  and  that  it  was 
expected  so  much  would  be  completed  this  season. 

Mr.  Darracott  also  remarked,  that /or  beauty  of  material,  ac- 
^tiracy  of  architectural  design,  and  excellence  of  vvorkmanship, 
«o  work  in  the  world  can  be  considered  superior  to  this  monu- 
iment,  so  far  as  it  has  gone  on;  and  that  the  work  has  been  done 
■for  less  money,  than  it  could  again  be  done  (or,  and  that  no 
credit  is  due  to  the  suggestion  that  tli«  work  has  cost  more 
money  than  it  ought  to  have  cost. 

Mr.  Darracott  further  stated,  that  tlic  doing  of  this  work  so 
well,  and  for  so  little  money,  is  to  be  attributed  almost  exclusi- 
vely to  Mr.  Willard,  who  has  not  only  devoted  his  time  and 
eminent  ability,  but  has  actually  contributed  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  money  to  building  the  monument. 

FREEMASONS  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 
From  the  Providence  Journal. 

CHARTER   OF    THE   GRAND   LODGE    OF     RHODE   ISLAND     SORREN- 
DERED. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  hon- 
orable society  of  free  and  accepted  masons  for  the  stale  of 
Khode  Island,  &c.  Iiolden  at  Mason's  Hall,  Providence,  March 
17lh,  1834,  the  following  tesolutions  and  memorial,  were  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  this  grand  lodge  surrender  to  the  general  as- 
sembly of  this  state,  at  their  next  May  session,  to  be  holden  at 
Newport,  within  and  for  said  state,  the  charter  of  incorporation 
lieretofore  granted  by  said  general  assembly  to  this  grand  lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  memorial  and  act  o(  surrender, 
,be  signed  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  grand  lo(ii;e,  by  the 
jtrand  master,  deputy  ftrand  master,  grand  wardens,  grand  trea- 
surer, and  grand  secretary  of  the  same,  and  that  the  corpmate 
«eftl  of  this  grand  lodge,  hc^  affixed  thereto,  in  testimony'  of  ^he 
assent  of  this  corporation  lo  the  aforesaid  surrender. 

Alteat,  SAMUEL  W.  WllEELKR,  grand  sec'ry. 


To  the  honorable  general  assembly  of  the  stale  of  Rhode  Island 
next  to  be  holden   at  Newport,  within   and  lor  said  stale,  on 
the  1st  Wednesday  of  May,  1834. 

The  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable  society  of 
free  and  accej)t,ed  masons  for  the  slate  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantatiims,  lespectfully  r{;present,  that  by  an  act  of 
the  general  assembly,  passed  at  their  May  scs.<ii)ii,  1G13,  a 
charier  of  incorporaiion  was  granted  to  your  memorialists,  con- 
stituting lln.Mn  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable 
society  of  free  and  accepted  masons,  for  the  stale  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Providence  Plantations,— -that  your  memorialists 
have,  from  thai  lime  lo  the  present,  continued  and  acted  under 
the  authority  granted  tliem  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  and 
in  all  ihing.i  have  ;ionf()imed  and  been  obedient  to  the  laws  of 
the  stale,  that  they  now  relinquish  into  the  hands  of  this  gene- 
ral assembly,  the  ai'orcsaid  charier  of  incorporaiion,  granted  to 
them  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  franchis- 
es llicreunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  apperldining,  reseiving 
lo,  and  claiming  for  iheinselves  as  individuals,  all  iliose  rights 
and  privileges  which  belong  in  common  to  every  C!iiz.en  in  Uii3 
republic. 

li\  lesiimony  whereof  the  said  grand  lodge  have  hereunto 
caused  their  corporate  seal  lo  be  aliixed,  this  .30th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  18U4.  By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  grand  lodge. 

Signed,  JOSEPH  S.  COOKE,  grand  master. 

SYLVESTER  KNIGHT.  D.  grand  master. 

BARZiLLAl  CRANSTON,  L.  s.  G.  S.  warden. 

CYRUS  FISHER,  G.  J.  warden. 

PARDON  CLARKE,  gra7id  treasurer. 

SAMUEL  W.  WHEELER,  gran,/ secretan/. 

THE  MORMONS  IN  MISSOURI. 
Current  information  from  Missouri  confirms  the  apprehen- 
sions entertained  of  the  breaking  out  of  a  furious  civil  war 
between  the  Mormons  and  the  residents  of  Jackson  county, 
in  the  state  of  Mii;-,t)nri.  The  Fayetie  Monitor,  of  the  21s"t, 
says  '-By  our  next  number  we  anticipate  something,  (on  the 
Mormon  controversy),  in  an  aullientic  form.  The  people  may 
look  for  the  worst." 

The  Missouri  EiH]uirer,  (printed  at  Liberty),  of  the  IBili  June, 
says,  that,  on  the  Monday  preceding,  a  committee  on  the  part 
of  llie   citizens  of  Jackson  county,  and  one   in   behalf  of  thw 
Mormon, people,  met  at  Libetly,  lo  lake  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  compromising  the  difficniiies  which  occurred  in  Jack- 
son county  last  auiumn.     No  com|)roniise  uas  eflected,  how- 
ever, notwithstanding  the  cxerlions  of  the  people  of  Clay  coun- 
ty, (in  which  Liberty  is   situated),  a  c<immiuee  of  whom  «  ere 
appointed  lo  act  as  mediators.     On   the  contrary,  the  excite- 
ment among  tiie  people  was  such,  that  the  conference  was,  in 
consequence  of  it,  obliged  lo  be  adjourned.     T!ie  proposiii' n 
made  by  the  people  of  Jackson  county  to  the  Mormons,  who 
were  driven  out  of  the  county  last  autumn,  and  are  al)oiit  to 
re  enter  il  with  additional  numbers,  in  arms,  is,  to  buy  all  the 
lands  and  improvements  of  the  Mormons,  at  a  valuation  by  dis- 
interested arbitrators,  to  wliich  valuation  one  hundred  j)er  cent, 
shall   be  added,  to  be  paid   within   thirty  days  Ihereatter;  the 
Mormons  thereupon  to  leave   the  county,  and  not  hereafter  to 
attempt  to  enter  it,  individually  or  collectively.     Or,  the   citi- 
zens of  Jackson  county  to  sell  i/rcir  lands  to  the  Mormons  on 
exactly  reciprocal  terms.  To  neither  of  these  propositions  were 
the  committee  of  the  Mormons  authorised  to  assent,  nor  doea 
there  appear  any  probability  that  either  of  them  will  lie  assent- 
ed  to.    The  Enquirer,  after  narrating  these  facts,  gives  utter- 
ance to  the  following  melancholy  foreboding:  "It  is  a  lamenta- 
ble fact,  Uiat  this  matter  is  about  to  involve  the  whole  upper 
country  in  civil  war  and  bloodshed.     We  cannot,  (if  a  compro- 
mise is  not  agreed  to  before  Saturday  next),  tell  how   long  it 
will  be  before  we  shall  have  the   painful  task  of  recording  the 
awful  realities  of  an  exterminating  war."  The  citizens  of  Jack- 
son, it  appears,  though   inferior   in  numbers  to  the  Mormons, 
are  resolved   to   dispute  every  inch  of  ground;  and  the  chair- 
man of  their  committee  declared,  nt  the  meeting  in  the  court 
house  of  Clay  county,  appealing  lo  heaven  for  the  truth  of  hi:* 
assertion,  that  "they  would  dispute  every  inch  of  ground,  burn 
every  blade  of  grass,  and  suffer  their  bones  to   bleach  on  their 
hills,  rather  than  the  Mormons  should  return  to  Jackson  coun- 
ty." 

The  following  account  of  a  fatal  accident,  which  occurred  on 
the  evening  after  this  conference,  evidemly  refers  the  disaster 
to  the  enmity  existing  between  these  exasperated  parties: 
From  the  Missouri  Enquirer  of  June  18. 

Independence,  Mo.  June  nth,  1834. 
Messrs.  Kelly  ^  Davis:  Having  understood  that  you  have  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  sinking  of  the  ferry  boat  nt  Everetl's 
lerry,  on  the  Missouri,  last  evening,  together  with  a  statement 
of  the  sufTerifigs  of  those  who  happened  to  be  on  board,  we,  a 
part  of  those  who  escaped,  have  thought  proper,  for  the  correct 
information  of  yourselves  and  others,  to  give  a  statement  of  the 
facts  as  they  actually  occurred. 

Eight  of  the  citizens  of  this  county,  a  majority  of  whom  was 
H4»arl<)f  the  committee  that  waited  on  the  Mormons,  in  your 
town,  <m  yesterday,  embarked  on  board  of  the  boat  at  abo'iil 
nine  o'clock,  it  being  pcufecily  clear,  and  the  moon  shining  as 
bripflit  as  we  ever  saw  it.  Upon  our  embarkins.  the  boat  ap- 
peared to  be  in  as  good  order  as  we  ever  saw  it— the  false  floor 
was  tight  and  good.  Alter  our  havlirg  left  the  shore  some  two 
hundred  yards,  in  an  instant,  as  it  were,  the  boat  was  filled 
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with  water.  VVe  arc  cotifxlt^rit  tin*  boat  fttmck  nothing.  Our 
impressions  at  that  lime  were,  and  still  are,  that  somethin?  had 
been  done  to  ilie  boat  to  sink  licr,  as  it  was  known  that  llie 
couiiniUee  I'roui  tliis  couniy  would  cioss  at  that  point  last 
iii<!lit. 

The  names  of  the  per^ions  lost  are — Janica  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Everett,  David  Lincli,  J(  tt'i;r.>oi»  Cary,  and  a  Mr.  iJradbu 
ry — liie  two  l.i>t  wtte  liie  Itrrvmcn. 

Those (:.sca()ing — Sinalhvood  Noland,  Richard  Fristoc,  Small 
wood  V.  Noland,  Samml  U.  Owens',  Tliomas   IJariington,  and 
a  Mr.  Fro.st — the  last  being  the  thiid  lerryman.     'I'liose  who  es- 
cajted,  we  assure  you,sulleifcd  much,     ilespectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servants,  SAMUEL  C.  OWENS, 

S.   V.  NOL.ANL), 
THOMAS  IlAllKINGTON. 
■—»►>©©©«•• —  "*' 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 
On  the  vole  of  Ifianks  to  Mr.  Stevenson, 

Mr.  SJ)e^g/^i  submitted  the  lollowint;  ri'soliiiion: 

Resolced,  That  liie  thanks  ot  llii.s  house;  be  |)resented  to  the 
honorable  Jindrew  Slevenson,\aX.e  speaker,  for  the  firmness,  dig- 
nity, skill  and  impartiality  with  wlucli  l)e  filled  the  oflice  of 
speaker,  during  the  present  session. 

Air.  Reed  desired  the  yeas  and  nays:  wliich  were  ordered. 

TliP  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  John  J.  Allen,  Wni.  Allen, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
din.  Bunch,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Carmiehael,  Carr;  Casey,  Clia- 
ney,  Cbiiin,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Daven- 
port, Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forrester, 
Fowler,  Win.  K.  Fuller,  Gliolson,  Giiiet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall, 
lialsey,  Hamer,  Haunegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hath- 
away, Hawkins,  Flawes,  Heath,  Henderson,  Abel  Huntington, 
Inge,N.  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Luke 
Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavilt,  Lyon,Lylle,  A.  Maiin,  J.  Y.Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McDufiie,  McIntire,"McKay,  McKirn,  McKinley, 
McVean,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker, 
Patton,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Polk,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Sliinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, William  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  C.  P.  White— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Archer,  Bar- 
ber, Binney,  Burges,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Denny,  Duncan, 
Evans,  E.  Everett,  li.  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Garland, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  Jas.  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heister,  Jacksou;  Jarvis,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Lewis,  Lin- 
<;oln,  Martindale,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Pinckney, 
Potts,  Reed,  Rr-iicher,  Selden,  William  B.  Shepard,  Spangler, 
Steele,  Tweedy,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Wliillle- 
sey,  Elisha  Wiiilllesey,  Wilde,  Williams— 49. 

—-»»►♦©  @  Q<4m-    . 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
An  act  to  revive  and  amend  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
ROlveiit  xlebKtrs  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  second 
day  of  March,  ei'ihtecn  hundred  and  thirty  one,  and  an  act  in 
addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thiity-lwo. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^;c.  That  an  act  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and 
an  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Ju- 
ly, eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-two,  which  said  acts  expired 
on  the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  four, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  revived,  and  shall  continue  in 
force  for  three  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any  surety,  or  co- 
surety, of  any  debtor  who  i?,  or  shall  become,  an  applicant  for 
relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  recited  in  the  preceding 
section  of  liii?;  act,  shall  he  dead,  the  consent  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentative or  representativesof  such  deceased  surety  or  co-sure- 
ty, sliall  be  received,  and  entitle  the  applicant  to  relief,  in  like 
manner  as  the  consent  of  a  living  surety,  or  co-surety,  would 
do  by  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  fnur- 
teetith  of  July,  eialttcrn  hundred  and  thirty  two;  and  if  the 
surety  or  co-snroty  of  any  such  debtor  shall  be  absent  in  parts 
tinknnwn.  or  if  the  consent  of  the  legal  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives of  any  deceased  surety,  or  co-surety,  cannot  bt;  ob- 
tained and  the  property  or  estate  of  anv  such  deceased  or  ab- 
sent surety  or  co-surety,  shall  not  be  suRicient  to  pay  the  riehr 
due  to  the  Units^d  States,  and  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
he  satisfied  by  prnol'nf  tliese  f;;cls,  he  shall  be  authorised  in  all 
fuch  rase;",  to  ijiant  sncl;  relief  or  discharge  as  Ihe  debtor  ap- 
plying for  the  snnir  niny  he  entitled  U^,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  acts  vvliirh  tiiis  «rt  is  intended  to  revive  and 
amtnd,  npnii  the  condition  tlial  such  debtor  shall  not  be  riis- 
cliarged  thereby  from  his  or  her  legal  liability  to  such  absent 
surety  or  co-gurefy,  or  to  the  estate  of  such  deceased  debtor, 
for  any  part  of  the  debt  due  to  (he  United  States  which  may 
thereafter  be  paid  by  or  out  of  the  estate  of  any  such  absent  or 
deceased  surety  or co-surrty. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacterl,  That  all  djschnrjrf^':  v.hieh 
have  heretofore  been  granted  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  any  principal  debtor,  with  tlie  consent  of  the  legal  represen- 
tative or  representatives  ot  any  deceased  surety  or  co-surety, 
shall  be  as  valid  as  though  such  surety  or  co  surety,  had  been 
alive,  and  his  or  her  r.nnsent  obtained,  according  to  the  letter 
of  tke  third  sect  ion  of  the  act  of  the  foiirteonth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ihirty-iwo. 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Btcretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  be  authorised  to  cause  satisfactioH  to  be  entered 
upon  all  judgments  against  such  insolvents  as  have  heielolor« 
lieen,  or  may  hereafter  be,  relieved  under  the  piovisions  of  the 
iicts  which  this  act  is  intended  to  revive  and  amend:  or  iimhir 
any  other  and  former  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  (or  debts  due  to  the' United  Stales:  Froiided,  lUe 
district  judiie  of  the  district  in  which  sncli  jmlgmenls  are  on 
the  record,  shall  certify  that  he  is  saiislied  that  tlie  debtor  i^ 
possessed  or  entitled  to  no  property  lialde  to  be  applied  to  sa- 
ti>factioii  of  said  judgments,  and  that  the  iiitere.-i  ot  the  go- 
vernment does  not  require  that  such  judgments  should  r< mjiin 
unsaii.-fied.  In  every  case  of  applieation  for  such  certificate  to 
a  judge  at  his  chambers,  ten  days  notice  shall  be  given  lo  the 
district  attorney  lor  the  district  where  llic  application  is  made. 
Approved  June  7,1634. 

An  act  to  enable  the  president  tn   make  an   arranircmont  with 
the  government  of  France  in  relaticm  to  certain  French  sea- 
men killed  or  wounded  at  Toulon,  and  their  familie.^. 
Whereas  certain   French   seansen   were  unfortunately  killed 
and  others  wounded,  by  firing  a  salute   from   the  American  fri- 
gate United  Slates,  in  the  harbor  of  Toulon,  on  the  first  day  of 
May  last,  and  whereas  it  is  proper  to  manite.-t  the  sensibility 
with  which   the  disastrous   accident  is  viewed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  tlieiefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United.  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and 
emirowered  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  government 
of  France  for  the  payment  of  an  annual  sum  of  twice  the  amount 
receivable,  by  the  navy  pensioners  of  the  same  or  a  similar  class 
of  the  wounded  who  survive,  and  to  such  relatives  of  those 
who  were  unhappily  killed  as  aforesaid,  as  the  president  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  include  in  this  provision,  which  said  sum 
shall  be  paid  on  the  earliest  day  practicable  aitir  the  proposed 
arrangement  shall  be  concluded,  and  on  the  same  day  in  each 
year  thereafter  during  the  respective  lives  of  the  persons  to 
whom  granted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum  of  money  suf- 
ficient lo  enable  the  president  to  carry  the  aforesaid  arrange- 
ment into  effect  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriati'd,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 
Approved,  June  28th,  1834. 

GOLD    COIN    LAWS. 

An  act  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  That  the  gold 
coinsof  the  United  States  shall  contain  the  following  quantities 
of  metal,  that  is  to  say:  each  eagle  shall  contain  two  hundred 
and  thirty  two  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  two  hundred  and  fiftv- 
eight  grains  of  standard  gold;  each  half  eagle,  one  hundred  arid 
sixteen  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  one  hundred  and  twentv  nine 
grains  of  standard  gold;  each  quarter  eagle  shall  contain  fifty- 
eight  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  sixty-four  and  a  half  grains  of 
standard  gold;  every  such  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  often  dol- 
lars; every  such  haif  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars- 
and  every  such  quarter  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  two  dol-! 
lars  and  fifty  cents.  And  the  said  gold  coins  shall  be  received 
in  all  payments  when  of  full  weight,  according  to  their  said  re- 
spective values;  and  when  of  less  than  full  weight,  at  less  va- 
lues, proportioned  to  their  respective  actual  weii'lits. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  standard  fold  or 
silver  deposited  for  "coinage  after  the  thirty  first  day  r^f  July 
next,  shall  be  paid  for  in  coin,  under  the  direction  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  within  five  days  from  the  making  of  such 
deposite,  deducting  from  tlie  amount  of  said  deposi?e  of  gold 
and  silver  one-half  of  one  per  centum:  Provided,  That  no"^  de- 
duction shall  b(!  made  unless  said  advance  be  required  by  such 
depositor  within  forty  days. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  gold  coins  of  the 
United  Stales,  minted  anterior  to  Ihe  thirty-first  day  of  July 
next,  shall  be  reeeivalde  in  all  payments  at  the  rate  of  ninety- 
four  and  eiglit  tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  better  to  secure  a 
conrorinity  of  the  saJil  cold  coins  to  their  respective  standards 
as  aforesaid,  from  every  separate  mass  of  standard  c'old  nliicli 
shall  be  made  into  coin<  at  tlie  said  mint,  there  shalF  lie  taken 
-frt  apart  by  the  treasurer  and  reserved  in  his  custody,  a  certain 
niimbrr  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three;  and  that  once  in  every 
year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved  shall  be  assayed  mider 
the  inst»':rtion  of  the  olfi.ers,  and  at  the  time  and  in  the  rnanner 
now  provided  by  law;  and  if  it  sliall  be  found  that  the  gold  ?o 
assayed  shall  not  he  inferior  to  ihu  said  standard  hereinbefore 
declared,  more  than  one  part  in  three  liundred  and  eightv-fotir 
in  fineness,  and  one  pari  in  five  htindrrd  in  weiu'bt,  the  officer 
or  nthcers  of  tlie  said  mint  wlioin  it  inay  concern  shall  he  held 
excusable;  but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it  shall  be 
certified  to  th(!  president  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  he  shall 
so  di'Ciil(>,the  said  ofiici  r  or  officers  shall  be  thereafter  disciHalj. 
fied  to  hold  their  respective  oniees:  Provided,  That  if,  hi  mak- 
ing any  delivery  of  coin  at  Ihe  mint  in  payment  of  a  depo-jfrr 
the  weight  thereof  shall  be  found  defective",  the  officer  roneern- 
ed  shall  be  responsible  lo  the  owner  for  the  full  weight  if 
claimed  at  the  time  of  delivery.  or 
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Sec.  5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  Diis  act.  shall  be  in 
force  from  and  alter  the  thirty  firt^t  (lay  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  liundied  and  ihiny-tonr. 

Passed  ttie  huuie  of  re|iresentativrs,  June  21,  1834. 
Attest:  VV.  S.  FRANKLIN,  clerk  house  rep. 

An  act  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  within 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Jj nierica,  in  congress  assembled,  Thai  from  and 
after  the  ihirti'-first  day  of  July  next,  the  following  gold  coins 
shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  lie 
receivable  in  all  payments,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all 
debts  and  demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say:  the 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal  and  Brazil,  of  not  less 
than  twenty  two  carats  fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  four  cents  and 
eight- tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight;  the  gold  coins  of 
France,  nine  tenths  fine,  at  the  tate  of  ninety-three  cents  and 
OHB-tenlli  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight;  and  tlie  gold  coins  of 
Spain,  Mexico  and  Colombia,  of  the  fineness  of  twenty  carats 
three  grain*  and  seven-sixteenths  of  a  grain,  at  the  rate  of  eigii- 
ty-nine  cents  and  nine  tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  a&says  of  the  aforesaid 
gold  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  he  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  at  least  once  in  every  year  and  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Passed  the  house  of  representatives.  June  21,  1834. 

(Signed)  VV.  S.  FRANKLIN,  clerk. 

THE    EXISTING    LAW. 

An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  ofJlmerica,  in  congress  assembled,  That  from  and 
nfter  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current,  as  money,  within  the  United  States,  and  be  a  le- 
gal tender,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  se- 
veral and  respective  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz: 
The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  of  the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coins  of 
France,  Spain  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain,  of  the  actual  weight 
thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rale  of  one  hundred 
cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less 
than  seventeen  peimyweights  and  seven  grains;  and  in  propor- 
tion for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowns  of  France,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight 
whereof  shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  se- 
venteen grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a  crown.  But 
no  foreign  coin  that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be,  issued  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  liutidred 
and  ninety  two,  shall  be  a  tender,  as  aforesaid,  until  samples 
thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay  at  the  mint  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  be  conformable  to  the  respective  standards  requir- 
ed, and  proclamation  thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Providcil  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  the 
expiration  of  three  years  next  ensuing  the  time  when  the  coin- 
age of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  "an  act 
establishing  a  mint,  and  r<!gulatitig  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,"  shall  commence  at  the  mint  of  the  U.  States,  (wlrich 
time  shall  be  announced  by  the  proclamation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States),  all  foreign  gold  coins,  and  all  foreigh  sil- 
ver coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dol- 
lars) shall  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts  of  such 
dollars)  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  moneys  due  to 
the  United  States,  after  the  said  tinie  when  the  coining  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  previously  to  their  being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined 
anew,  in  conformity  to  the  act,  entitled  "an  act  establishing  a 
mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  the  fifty  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "an 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  dutits 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,"  v/hich  ascertains  the  rates  at  which 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  be  received  for  the  duties  and 
fees  to  be  collected  in  virtue  of  the  said  act,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  'enacted.  That  the  assay,  provided 
to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  c-tablishing  a  mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  Slates,"  shall  commence,  in 
the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed,  on  the  s(;cond  Mon- 
day of  February,  annually,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  Approved,  February  9,  1793. 
— »»»o  ©  ©«««.— 
MR.  BARRY'S   ADDRESS. 
Address  of  William  T.  Barry,  postmaster  general,  to  the  people 
of  the   United  States. 

Although  the  opponents  of  the  administration  have  made  me 
the  object  of  unexampled  persecution  since  I  came  into  office, 
I  have  hitherto  remained  silent,  willing  to  submit  to  the  se- 
verest scrutiny  of  my  public  conduct,  confiding  in  the  justice 
and  intelligence  of  the  American  people.    That  confidence  is 


undiminished.  But  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on  post  offices  and  post  roads  in 
coridueiing  their  recent  exaininations;  the  personality,  misre- 
presentalion  and  falsehood,  which  charaeierizo  their  re[)ort, 
make  it  my  duty  to  notice  it  in  an  especial  manner;  to  expo.*»e 
its  errors— refute  its  falsehoods— and  repel  with  indignation  its 
base  personal  allusions  and  iitipuiations.  Preparatoiy  to  this, 
it  will  be  necessary,  for  a  proper  understanding  of  the  subject, 
to  notice  so  much  of  the  post  office  law  as  confers  power  on  the 
postmaster  general  and  defines  his  duties. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1825,  "to  reduce  into'" 
one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  post  office 
department,"  ordains  that  "the  postmaster  general  shall  estab- 
lisli  post  offices  and  appoint  postmasters  at  all  such  places  as 
shall  appear  to  him  expedient,  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or 
maybe  established  by  law."  "He  shall  provide  for  the  car- 
riage of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or  may  be  established 
by  law,  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  productiveness 
thereof,  and  other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper."  "He 
may  direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there  are  more  than  one, 
between  places  designated  by  law  for  a  post  road,  which  route 
shall  be  considered  the  post  road."  "He  shall  pay  all  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  conducting  the  post  office  and  in  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary  expenses  arising 
on  the  collection  ofthe  revenue  and  management  of  the  general 
post  office."  The  fourth  section  ofthe  same  law  requires  "that 
the  postmaster  general  shall  cause  a  mail  to  be  carried  from  the 
nearest  post  office  on  any  established  post  road,  to  the  court 
house  of  any  county  which  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  estab- 
lished in  any  of  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  which  is  without  a  mail." 

In  regard  to  the  powers  conferred,  and  the  duties  imposed 
upon  the  postmaster  general  it  will  be  seen  that  this  department 
is  anomalous  from  all  others  in  the  government.  In  every  other 
department,  not  only  the  object  but  the  maximum  of  every 
expenditure  is  defined  by  law,  and  subject  to  an  annual  ap- 
propriation from  the  treasury,  fn  this  de|)artment,  no  appro- 
priation from  the  treasury  is  made  for  its  general  objects.  It 
rests  upon  its  own  resources  alone.  No  limitation  in  this  re- 
spect is  prescribed  by  law;  but  all  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
postmaster  general.  He  i.?  bound  lo  provide  for  the  conveyance 
ofthe  mail,  and  to  pay  the  expense;  but  the  manner  and  the 
frequency  of  conveying  it,  consequently  the  amount  of  expense 
which  it  may  incur,  are  subject  to  his  discretion  alone.  He  can- 
not draw  money  from  the  treasury  without  appropration  by 
law,  nor  involve  the  responsibility  ofthe  treasury  for  any  of  his 
engagements;  but  so  far  as  the  responsibiliiy  of  bis  own  de- 
partment will  sustain  him,  he  does  not  transcend  the  power 
vested  in  him  by  law.  If  the  expenses  of  his  depiirtment  shall 
any  time  exceed  its  revenues,  and  if  he  shall  anticipate  so  mncli 
of  its  revenues  as  to  meet  that  excess,  so  long  as  he  dne.^  not  in- 
volve any  responsibility  beyond  that  of  bis  own  department, 
he  does  not- violate  the  law.  And  the  power  which  he  exercises 
is,  by  law,  invested  immediately  in  him.  He  is,  like  all  other 
executive  officers,  amenable  lo  the  president  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge ofthe  duties  of  his  office;  but  the  law  confers  directly  on 
him,  an  independence  of  power  which  is  not  so  fully  recognized 
in  any  other  department  ofthe  government.  The  law,  in  these 
respects,  is  similar  to  what  it  was  from  the  beginning  ofthe  pre- 
sent government.  All  the  authority  of  the  law  is  vested  in  the 
postmaster  general  alone,  and  he  alone  is  held  responsible  for 
all  the  transactions  ofthe  department.  Every  other  depart- 
ment of  the  government  is  organized  with  its  i)roper  sub-of- 
ficers, appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  who  superintend 
contracts  or  engagements  which  involve  liabilities,  and  the  ad- 
justment of  accounts  before  their  payment,  and  whose  acts 
iiave  the  sanction  of  law.  This  department  was  small  in  its 
beginnings,  which  rendered  such  organization  of  little  import- 
ance; but  its  growth,  especially  within  the  last  few  years,  has 
been  beyond  all  anticipation.  The  rapid  improveiMcnts  of  our 
country,  the  spreading  of  its  population  over  its  widely  extend- 
ed domain,  and  the  increasing  fondness  for  intelligence,  even 
among  the  most  distant  frontier  settlements,  have  called  for  a 
progressive  increase  of  mail  facilities  beyond  all  former  ex- 
ample; and  the  responsiltilily  of  granting  or  denying  them — is 
in  the  postmaster  general  alone.  To  refuse  them,  would  bo 
withholding  from  the  people  .1  benefit  which  thfy  conceive  it 
their  right  to  claim,  under  a  republic  where  security  depends  on 
popular  intelligence;  to  giant  them,  would  confer  on  the  people 
a  benefit  of  incalculable  value,  though  it  might  subject  the 
postmaster  general  to  animadversions  from  those  who  did  not 
themselves  need  them,  or  whose  party  prejudices  were  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration. 

The  majority  ofthe  committee  have  stated,  that  the  late  post- 
master general,  in  his  report  of  November  13,  1827,  expresssd 
an  opinion  that  the  department,  by  a  vigil.Tnt  administration  of 
its  affairs,  would  be  able  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, and  in  a  few  years  to  pay  into  the  treasury  an  annual 
sum  of  ,'1^.500,000;  and  they  add,  "your  committee  entertain  *no 
doubt,  that  had  its  affairs  been  conducted  prudently,  with  a 
view  to  the  public  interest,  the  anticipation  would  at  this  time 
have  been  realized."  Here,  their  object  evidently  is.  to  charge 
upon  the  inismanngement  ofthe  department,  tcAi.'e  under  my  ad- 
ministration, the  difference  between  the  present  condition  of  its 
finances  and  an  ability  to  pay  $.')00,000  annually,  into  the  trea- 
sury. This  charge,  the  committee  knew  at  the  time  of  making 
it,  if  it  contained  a  shadow  of  truth  or  justice,  rested  against 
my  predecessor  in  office,  and  not  against  me.  They  had  the  facts 
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ill  evidence  before  (licrii,  llial  Iho  Inte  portiii.isler  (renoral  in  liiiJ 
next  rupiirt,  dated  NovemtK-r  17,1838,  sliovved,  iliat  iiislcrtd  of 
s.iviii},'  (or  liie  treasury  %'-iOU, ()()()  the  (wpt'iiscs  ofliis  (Itparlmciit, 
frniii  the  Isit  July,  18-i7,  lo  Iho  1st  July,  la-28.  were  upwards  ol 
^J25,000,  mort;  than  all  its  rovciiuis  lor  Hit;  .-auic  periud;  and  lliat 
lie  iiad  erilered  into  contratis  to  lake  ((IV'cl  (roni  the  l^-l  ol 
January,  1829,  vvliidi  involved  the  dcpartnn'iit  in  an  expense, 
for  the  period  ofonlv  six  months  from  the  1st  of  January  lo  tin: 
1st  July,  I8J9,  of  $49,778  55  more  than  all  its  revenue.?  (or  the 
game  lime;  that  the  expanses  of  the  deparhnenl  for  the  year 
conimeneinj,'  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  were  $74,714  15  mor<'  than 
its  revenue-;  and  that  this  excess  of  expenditure,  lov'cilier  with 
the  losses  sustaimd,  had  diminished  ihe  tinanees  f)f  the  depart- 
ment within  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  $'I01,256  03.  In  this 
state  of  ihinsrs,  I  iiad  no  aj^ency.  It  was  produced  liefore  I 
came  into  office.  The  late  postmaster  gi'tieral,  in  his  report  of 
November,  1828,  jzave  this  reason  for  his  <  hanije  of  pcdicy:  "As 
congress  at  their  last  session  declined  makiiij;  any  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  department,  with  the  expectation, 
as  was  believed,  that  they  should  l)e  appli(  d  in  diffusing  facili- 
ties tliroujihout  the  union,  and  increasing  llietn  where  required 
by  the  public  interest,  an  augmentation  lo  the  tfonveyance  of 
llie  mail,  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  two  Imn 
(ired  ami  sixty-four  miles  in  slajjes,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty 
one  thousand  seven  lininlred  and  four  miles  on  horseback,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven  I.iiudred  and  ninely-ci<;ht  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  miles,  has  been  mad(!  the  past  year."  He 
also  adds:  "It  is  believed  to  be  good  policy  to  keep  the  funds  of 
tlie  department  actively  employed,  extending  its  operations 
until  the  reasonable  wants  of  every  community  shall  be  suppli- 
ed." This  policy  whether  good  or  bad,  it  will  be  seen,  was  in- 
troduced by  my  predecessor.  The  incurring  of  responsibilities 
to  a  large  amount  beyond  the  revenues  of  the  department,  ori- 
ginated with  him,  or  if  before  his  day,  it  was  adopted  l»y  him  in 
tlie  latter  part  of  his  administration,  and  the  facts  were  known 
to  the  committee  when  the  majority  of  them  reprobated  the 
measure,  and  by  exhibiting  the  subject  in  a  deceptive  light,  en- 
deavored to  cast  the  imputed  odium  on  ine. 

In  this  condition  I  found  the  department.  Its  responsibilities 
were  involved  for  years  in  prospect,  to  an  amount  of  nearly  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  beyond  its  revenues.  'J"he 
late  postmaster  general  expressed  to  me,  in  a  letter,  his  views 
of  the  proper  and  successful  mode  of  administering  the  depart 
ment.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  me,  of  the 
31st  of  March,  1829: 

"The  expenditures  of  the  department  this  year  will  exceed 
the  receipts,  as  was  the  case  last  year:  but  the  increase  of  re- 
ceipts will  show  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  department.  It 
was  deemed  good  policy  to  permit  the  expense  to  go  beyond  the 
receipts,  in  order  that  a  part  of  the  surplus  of  former  years 
might  be  absorbed.  It  is  the  true  policy,  to  keep  the  funds 
active,  and  never  sufier  a  large  surplus  to  accumulate.  The 
above  remarks  are  made,  because  somo  persons  are  ignorant 
rnough  to  suppose  that  the  department  is  sinking,  provided  its 
receipts  do  not  in  the  current  year,  equal  or  exceed  the  expen- 
diture." 

Acting  on  this  view,  I  proceeded.  Relying  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  the  staterwent=t  which  the  books  exhibited,  my  annual 
reports  to  the  president  were  based  upon  them.  The  revenues 
increased  beyond  all  former  example,  and  in  a  progressive  ratio 
till  within  the  last  year.  My  estimate  for  the  increase,  from  the 
1st  July,  1833,  was  founded  upon  the  increase  of  the  preceding 
year;  but  il  will  fall  short  of  that  estimate  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This  may  be,  in  some  degree,  ovvinjf  to  other 
causes;  but  it  is  principally  owing  lo  the  extension  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  members  of  congress,  during  the  whole  year; 
which  privilege  was  obtained  by  a  clause  introduced  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  general  a[)proprialion  law,  passed  on  the  eve 
of  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  which  secures  the  privilege 
not  only  to  members  elect,  but  also  to  those  whose  terms  have 
expired,  for  months  after  they  have  gone  out  of  office.  The 
great  abuse  of  the  franking  privilegd,  among  members  of  con- 
gress, while  in  session,  is  undeniable,  and  from  the  enormous 
amount  of  expenses  for  the  delivery  of  free  letters,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  abuse  is  continued  during  the  recess.  The 
exercise  of  this  privilege,  not  only  deprives  the  department  of 
the  postage  on  letters  thus  sent,  but  it  costs  the  department 
two  cents,  allowed  by  law  to  postmasters,  for  the  delivery  of 
each  free  letter.  It  has  happened  tliat  a  [)ost  office,  which  be- 
fore yielded  a  revenue  to  the  department,  of  fifty  or  sixty  dol- 
lars a  year,  has,  since  the  extension  of  this  privilege,  cost  the 
department  upwards  of  a  hurnlred  dollars  tor  the  delivery  of 
free  letters  within  one  quarter;  and  it  would  be  but  a  moderate 
calculation  to  estimate  the  loss  to  the  department,  by  its  ex- 
tension, at  $100,000  a  year. 

In  receiving  proposals  for  transporting  the  mail,  it  appears 
always  to  have  been  Ihe  custom  of  the  former  postmasier  ge- 
nerals, to  consider  all  proposiiions  for  improvements  beyond 
what  iiave  been  called  for  in  the  advertisements,  ami  if  deemed 
more  eligible,  to  accept  them;  or  after  accepting  the  bids,  for 
performing  according  to  advertisement,  to  a(lo()t  the  improved 
bids.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  custom,  are  often  too 
great  to  be  refused. 

Contracts  are  ordinarily  made  foraterm  of  four  years.  During 
their  pendency,  such  changes  take  place  in  the  country,  espe- 
cially in  the  new  states,  as  to  render  extensive  alterations  and 
improvements  absolutely  necessary.  Places  unknown  in  the 
beginning,  within  half  that  period  spring  up  into  importance.  . 


Other  places,  requiring  but  light  weekly  mails  in  the  beginning, 
become  so  improved  in  point  o(  trade  and  population,  as  to  re- 
quire freeiueni  and  heavy  mails.  In  sueli  ea>esj  the  original 
e(Milraets  arc;  made  the  basis  of  alln-A'aiice  for  the  additional 
ser\ici',  anil  tlie  iniproveinents  arc  niyde  in  cotifijrinily  with  Ihe 
earnest  ui>li(  s  ot  the  pfopic,  cxproM'd  by  llx'ir  peiiiions,  and 
by  tilt!  (tres.-iiig  imporliinities  ol  nienibers  of  congress.  'J'he  con- 
nexion of  mails  ill  their  niullJlude  ol  liranrhes,  i.j  a  mailer  ofgreat 
imporlanei!  lo  their  harmony;  and  it  freqniiitly  happens,  thai  an 
inerijased  expediiion,  or  a  change  in  the  limes  of  ihe  an  ival  and 
depailnre  ol'oiie  mail,  requires  a  change  of  sehi.'diile  in  twenty 
ollieis;  and  it  w  ill  sometimes  liappi^n  that  some  one  among  Ihe 
number,  in  order  to  keep  a  proper  conniixion  belwiien  very  im- 
()ortant  mail  routes,  will  be  required  lo  run  with  such  increas- 
ed expedition,  and  at  such  times,  as  will  sulijeet  the  Cfuitraclor 
lo  a  great  additional  expense.  Tin;  law  gives  to  Ihe  postmaster 
general  full  power  to  provide  for  such  cases;  and  it  is  a  condi- 
tion sli|)ulated  in  all  contracts,  as  well  those  made  by  former 
po:-tmaster  generals,  as  those  of  modern  date,  that  the  expenses 
incurred  by  such  charges,  shall  bi:  defrayed  by  the  depaitiniMit. 

The  correctness  of  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts, 
which  exhibiti  d  the  annual  expense  of  transportation,  I  hail 
never  suspected.  It  was  natural  to  take  it  for  granted  that  a 
system  which  had  been  ado(iied  from  tin;  earliest  existence  of 
tlie  department,  and  had  continued  unchanged  to  the  present 
time,  was  correct.  Had  it  not  proved  defective  the  expenses  of 
the  department  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  absorb  all  its 
revenues.  The  derangement  was  superinduced  by  this  erro- 
neous system,  and  the  consequent  embarrassment  created  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  temporary  loans.  Tlie  first  loan  was 
obtained  in  anticipation  of  the  revenues  to  be  collected,  before 
a  suspicion  existed  of  the  imperfection  of  the  system. 

The  subsequent  loans  were  essential  to  keep  the  mail  in  ope- 
ration. These  loans  were  effected  upon  my  own  application, 
on  Ihe  credit  and  responsibility  of  the  department.  The  au- 
thority vested  in  me  by  the  post  office  law  under  which  I  acted, 
was  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  in  a  legal  point  of 
view;  and  the  exigences  of  the  case  rendered  it  necessary.  The 
legal  right  of  the  postmaster  general  to  incur  debt  upon  Ihe 
credit  of  the  department,  has  been  denied  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  They  state,  that  "the  postmaster  general  has,  with- 
out warrant  of  law,  borrowed  from  banks  large  sums  of  money, 
on  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  it,"  (the  department.) 
The  post  office  department  is  required  to  act  upon  its  own  re- 
sources; and  these  resources  are,  by  law,  placed  at  the  dis[»osaI 
of  Ihe  postmaster  general,  independent  of  any  other  department 
of  the  government.  He  is  required,  on  tlxjse  r(;sonrces,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or 
may  be  established  by  law.  He  is  required,  from  these  re- 
sources, to  pay  all  expenses  which  may  arise  in  conducting  the 
post  office  and  in  conveying  the  mail,  and  all  other  nccessaiy 
expenses  arising  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  general  post  office.  A  law  is  passed  by  congress, 
creating  more  than  15,000  miles  of  new  post  roads.  The  law 
requires  the  postmaster  general  to  'provide  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail  upon  these  roads,  and  pay  its  expenses.  He  has 
not  the  money  on  hand  for  doing  it.  The  resources  of  his  de- 
partment are  all  the  means  afforded  him,  and  these  are  at  his 
entire  disposal.  He  obeys  the  law,  by  anticipating  these  means. 
He  obtains  tlie  mfmey  by  a  loan  upon  the  credit  of  his  depart- 
ment alone.  He  does  not  compromit  the  treasury.  He  pledges 
nothing  but  what  the  law  has  placed  at  his  own  disposal;  and 
he  does  this  to  fulfil  the  law.  In  this  case,  what  law  is  violat- 
ed.'' If  this  were  like  other  departments,  dependent  on  the 
treasury,  drawing  its  funds  from  tliat  source  in  virtue  of  annual 
appropriations  by  law,  it  would  present  a  difTerent  aspect.  But 
its  means  and  its  wants  are  within  itself.  It  developes  and  ab- 
sorbs its  own  resources.  It  can  touch  nothing  but  what  it 
creates;  and  it  is  independent  in  the  application  of  what  it 
creates,  except  the  restrictions  imposed  by  law.  If  a  body  cor- 
porate, a  turnpike  or  canal  company,  obtains  a  loan  upon  its 
own  credit,  stipulating  nothing  but  its  tolls  for  the  redemption, 
no  law  is  violated,  and  no  exception  is  taken  to  the  legality  of  the 
loan.  So,  if  a  loan  is  obtained  by  the  postmaster  general,  on 
the  credit  of  the  revenues  of  the  department,  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  law,  he  is  performing  a  duty  which  the  law  imposes  upon 
him.  Such  was  the  case  in  obtaining  these  loans.  As  soon  as 
the  discovery  was  made,  that  the  expenses  were  greater  than 
what  the  accounts  had  exhibited,  I  retrenched  the  expenses  by 
curtailing  the  mail  facilities  which  I  had  extended  as  far  as  the 
public  convenience  would  admit,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  of  the  loan  have  been  paid.  The  law 
under  which  I  acted,  did  not  aiiihorise  me  to  look  to  congress, 
nor  to  the  treasury  for  relief;  but  to  depend  upon  the  resources 
of  the  department  alone.  There  was,  therefore,  no  other  re- 
course but  that  of  retrenchment.  The  facts  are  within  the 
knowledge  of  congress;  and  if  they  should  prefer  a  coniinnance 
of  all  the  mail  facilities  now  enjoyed  by  a  tempnry  restoration 
to  the  department  of  a  part  of  the  moneys  which  Ihe  de- 
partment has  paid  into  the  treasury,  they  have  the  power  to 
make  the  jtrovision;  but  the  department  is  not  warranted  in 
asking  or  relying  upon  such  relief,  its  own  resources  are  its 
sole  dependence.  Such  further  retrenchment  are  within  the 
power  of  the  postmasier  general  as  will  place  the  finances  in  a 
stale  of  perfect  quietude,  and  it  will  be  his  duty  to  make  the 
application. 

The  character  of  the  times  is  understood.    The  bitterness  o^ 
party  animosity— the  rancor  of  unrelenting  persecution,  are  a* 


340 


NILES'  REGISTER— JULY   12,  1834— MR.  BARRY'S  ADDEESS. 


war  with  the  libel-al  spirit  of  the  age  iti  which  we  live.    All  this, 
1  iiave  fell  and  borne  without  a  murinur.     In  the  extension  of 
the  mail  facilities,  I  have  known   no  person  or  party — 1  have 
had  no  secliouai  prejudices  to  gratify — no  selfish  interest  to  con- 
sult.    My  sole  object  has  been,  the  accoimnodation  ot  the  pub- 
lic in  accelerating  llie  mail,  extending  llie  means  of  inlelligt^nce, 
and  the  frequency  of  corre.>pondence,  and   facililaiing  the  tra- 
veller in  las  transitions.     But  the  political  sjiirit  of  llie  limes, 
is   without  a  parallel  in  our  history.     My  aiiacliiiient  to  the 
illustrious  paiuot  and  hero,  who  presides  over  our  public  coun- 
cils, is  known.     I  have  adli(;rcd  to  him  in  all  his  measures;  and 
I  am  pruud  in   the  belief,  that  the  biUerness   a^zainst  me  arises 
in  no  small  degree  from   my  devoiion  to  him  and  the  principles 
of  iiis  administration.     The  coiilidence  winch   he  has   ever  re- 
posed in  me,  tlie  kindness  which  1  have  uniluiinly  experienced 
from  him,  under  all  lh«  changes  which  have  tiikcn  [)lace  duiing 
his  evenliul  administration;  our  coincidence  of  scntimeiit  on  all 
the  leading   principles  of  national    policy,  have  contiiiued    to 
strengthen  that  devotion;  and  while  lie  is   made  the  object  of 
the  most  bitter  opprobrium,  I  have  no  reason  to  look  for  kind- 
ness or  candor,  from  his  enemies.     But  the  dignified  character 
of  the  senate,  organized  by  the  federal  consiiiution  to  represent 
the  sovereignly  of  the  states,  might  be  regarded  as  a  [iledge  for 
the  magnanimity  of  the  committee  emanating  from  that  body. 
The  hope,  however,  which  might  have  been  indulged  from  this 
consideration,  was  but  the  illusion  of  a  moment.     The  majority 
of  the  members  of  that  commiltee,  were  of  a  character  that  for- 
bade all  expectation  of  candor.    Two  of  them  were  known,  not 
only  as  among  the  vi(dent  opponents  of  the  administration,  but 
especially  as    the   bitter   enemies  of  the  department;  and  the 
other  was  distinguished  for  his  party  rancor.     One  of  their  first 
actions   was  indicative  of  the  course  which  they  intended  to 
pursue;  it  was  to  call  to  their  aid  Abraham  Bradley  and  doctor 
Phineas  Bradley,  who  were  formerly  the  assistant  postmaster 
generals;  but  who  had   been  dismissed  from  office  by  me,  the 
tirst  of  whom  had   for  the  last  four  or  five  years  been  in  active 
hostility  to  the  department.     These  men,  ejected  from  the  de- 
partment, and  under  all  the  impassioned  feelings  of  disappoint- 
ment and  revenge,  were  employed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
miltee to  examine  the  books  and  documents  of  the  department, 
and  to  search  out  causa  for  complaint.     Their  long  experience 
in  the  department,  would  enable  ihem  to  discover  the  smallest 
shadow  of  pretext  for  complaint  if  it  existed;  and  their  hostility 
would  incline  them  to  give  to  it  the  deepest  coloring.     From 
this  step,  it  was  evident,  that  the  object  of  the  majority  was, 
not  a  fair  investigation,  but  to  seek  for  a  pretext  for  accusation; 
to  obtain  scraps  of  information,  which  they  might  magnify,  and 
distort,  and  bring  forth  an  accusatory  report;  not  for   the  pur- 
pose of  fair  legislation,  but  for  mere  political  party  effect.     Such 
a  selection  miglit  justly  have  been  regarded  as  an  insult  offered 
lo  the  head  of  the  department;  and  the  privilege  of  their  intro- 
duction into  the  department,  might  properly  have  been  denied. 
The  people  had  given  them  no  authority  to  act;  nor  were  tliey 
in  any  wav  responsible  for  their  conduct.     But  willing  to  open  ' 
the  door  to  the  fullest  investigation,  having  no  disguise,  no  dis- 
position for  concealment,  1  furnished   the  committee   with  a 
room  in  my  office,  and  permilted  these  men  to  enter  and  exa- 
mine  in  presence  of  any  member  of  the  committee,  every  book 
or  document  v.'hich  they  called  for.     The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee assumed  for  these  men  still  higher  ground:  they  made 
the  attempt  to  invest  them  with  authority,  by  placing  in  their 
hands,  in  the  absence  of  every  member  of  the  committee,  the 
archives  of  the  department;  thus  constituting  these  Bradleys  an 
inquest  upon  its  proceedings,  to  exercise,  in  fact,  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  commiltGe.     The  committee  called  before  them  sub- 
ordinate clerks,  from  whom   full  information  could  not  be  ex- 
pected, at  the  same  time  excluding  officers  of  the  department. 
Their  examinations  were  carried  on  in  secret,  and  their  con- 
clusions drawn  from  ex  parte  evidence,  without  being  hinted  to 
those  whose  characters  were  to  be  affected  bj  them.     They  ac- 
cused by  implication,  and  endeavored  to  blast  the  reputation  of 
honorable  men,  without  permitting  the  accused  to  face  their 
accusers  or  the  witnesses,  without  givinc  tliem  an  opportunity 
for  defence,  nor  even  informinsr  them  of  a  charge  or  suspicion 
a"aiiisl  them.      They  carried  their  inquiries  into  the   private 
trlinsactions  of  life,  and  into  matters  altogether  unoflicial,  af- 
fecting individual   interest  alone.     Upon   rumor  and   hearsay, 
they  summoned  witnesses,  examined  and  cross  examined  them, 
prying  into  priviile  ciiciimstaiices,  in  a  mann(;r  that  outrases  all 
proprTcty,  and  puts  honor  lo  the  b!u~^h;  concealing  their  inqui- 
ries from  their  intcmdcd  vioiim,  lest  all  should  be  satisfictorily 
explained,  tliey  distorted  plain  unvarnished   transactions,  witi) 
the  vi(;w  of  ea-^ling  a  shade  upon  private  character.     They  en- 
deavored  falsely  to  impeacli  the  veracity  of  the  books  and  re- 
cords of  the   department,   by   inijintaiinns    of  interlineations, 
figures   and  tnaiks.     Each   individual  of  them  called  for  docu- 
ments'statements,  and   transcripts,  at  his  pleasure,  somelimes 
Ihrouu'li  the  jier-ou   whom  they  employed  as  their  clerk,  and 
pomctlm'-s  upon  a  subordinate  clerk  of  the  depnrtmcuf.     To  all 
their  inquiries  I  nave  the  fullest  latitude,  till  I  doiihted  the  pro 
prieiy  oi' Irustini:  the  ar<hives  of  the  department  with  tlu!  Rrad 
levs    who  were  "iindisgui-ed  in  their  hosiiliiy,  and  irresponsible 
cither  to  the  senate  or  to  the  department.     1  therefore  diretrted 
that  the  books  should  never  be  out  of  the  custody  of  a  member 
of  the  committee,  or  of  the  department.     [  also  gave  direclioti 
that  all  orders  from  the  commiltee,  before  they  could  be  reeos;- 
nizod  as  such,  should  come  through  the  proper  channel  to  the 
head  of  the  department.     No  other  restriction  was  laid;  and 


these  directions  were  only  in  reference  to  the  proper  order  lo  be 
observed,  and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  limit  the  means,  or  in- 
terrui.l  the  progress  of  their  inquiries.  When  apjirized  of  the 
instruments  which  they  em()loyed,  and  the  course  winch  they 
pursued,  I  had  not  reason  to  look  lor  candor,  honor,  or  veraci- 
ty, in  their  report.  Tlie  minority  were  disposed  to  act  correct- 
ly, but  tht^y  were  overruled  by  the  majority. 

1  shall  now  proceed  lo  take  some  notice  of  the  errors  in  their 
report. 

They  state  that  the  chief  clerk  of  ihe  department  has  estima- 
ted that  the  net  proceeds  of  postage  for  the  quarter  ending  iilst 
March,  1833,  [1834],  will   amount  to  $520,000.     The  estimate 
of  ihe  chief  clerk  was   before  them,  and  states  the  same  to  be 
$500,000.     This  error  which  they  make  of  $20,000,  appears  to 
be  der-igned  to  magnify  the  amount  of  the  error  which   they  af- 
fect to  have  discovered  in  the  esiiuiaie:  as  they  state  that  from 
their  eslimate  it  will   not  amount  to  so  much  as  $500,000,  by  a 
C(msiderable  sum.     They  also  state;     ''Your  ctmiiiiiitee  have 
ascertained  that  there   was  deposiled  in  banks,  for  the  use  of 
the  department,  within   that  quarter,  and  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  April,  $314,704,  wiiich  will  leave  in  the   hands  of  postmas- 
ters, on   that  day,  $205,704,"   and    tln.-y   take    the   sum,    viz. 
205,704,  as  the  amount  due  on  the   1st  April,  1834.     The  com- 
mittee therefore   have  taken  it  for  granted,  that  aU  the  C(diec- 
tions  made  of  postmasters  between  the  1st  or  January,  and  the 
1st  of  April,  1834,  were  for  the  postages  received   within   the 
same  period;  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  remote  from 
truth.     It  is  like  a  merchant,  who  makes  his  collections  of  his 
customers  once  in  three  months.     On   the  1st  day  of  January 
he  finds  due  from  them,  on  accounts  prior  to  that  day,  $800,000. 
He  calls  on  them  for  payments;  and  by  the  first  of  April,  he  has 
collected  400,000  dollars.     In  the  mean  time  he  has  sold  goods 
to  the  amount  of  500,000  more.     Tiien,  according  to  the  calcu- 
lation of  the   majority  of  the  committee,  there  will   be  due  to 
him,  for  the  ijoodssold  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  1st 
April,  but  $100,000,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  amount  of 
600,000  due  to  him  on  the  1st  of  January,  will  have  been  reduc- 
ed to  400,000  dollars,  leaving  the  whole  amount  of  balances 
due  to  him   but  500,000  dollars,  instead  of  900,000.     On  this 
principle,  it  will  be  easy  to  demonstrate  the  insolvency  of  any 
merchant,  or  of  any  depaitinent.     They  have  fallen   into  the 
same  error  in  estimating  the  amount  of  balances  due  to  the  de- 
partment for  postages  accruing  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834. 
An  estimate  w-as  made  by  the  treasurer  and   principle  pay 
clerk,  on  the   11th  of  April,  of  the  amount  of  balances  due  on 
that  day,  for  postages  which  had  accrued  in  all  former  time,  up 
to  the  31st  day  of  December  last,  which  might  be  calculated  on 
as  available.     The  data  from   which   they  made  the  eslimate, 
are  tliese:  they  took  up  six  of  the  ledgers  in  which  postmasters 
accounts  are  kept,  all   for  so  many  different  sections  of  the 
country.     They  opened   each  of  these  books  at  random,  and 
from  the  place  at  which  each  happened  to  open,  they  took  thir- 
ty post  oflices,  in  succession,  and  noted  the  balance  of  each  ac- 
count; these  sums  they  added  together,  which  gave  the  amount 
of  balances   due   from   one   hundred   and   eighty   postmasters. 
This  sum  they  divided  by  180,  the  number  of  postmasters,  and 
the  quotient  was  about  twenty-six  dollars,  which  was  the  aver- 
age due  from  each  postmaster.     To  avoid  too  high  an  estimate, 
they  took  twenty-five  dollars  as  the  average  balance  due  from 
each  postmaster;  and  that  sum  multiplied  by  10,400,  which  is  a 
little  less  than  the  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the  U.  Slates, 
and  the  product  was  280,000  dollars,  the  amount  of  balances 
due  from  postmasters  then  in  office.     From  postmasters  who 
had  gone  out  of  office,  it  was  estimated  that  50,000  dollars  were 
due;  but  to  keep  within  Ihe  bounds  of  safety,  the  whole  esli- 
mate was  fixed  at  300,000  dollars,  as  the  amount  due  on  the 
lllh  of  April,  for  postages  which  had  accrued  in  all  former 
time,  up  to  the  31st  of  December.     But  what  is  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  majority  or  the  committee  in  estimating  the  same.'' 
In  the  first  place,  they  leave  out,  or  throw  away,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  every  cent  that  was  due  to  the  department  on    that 
day,  though  a  quarter  had  just  ended,  and  most  of  its  proceeds, 
as  well  as  former  balances,  were  due.     They  then  estimate  the 
net  amount  of  postages  accruing  from  the  1st  of  October  lo  the 
3lst  Dec<.'niber,  to  be  467,449  dollars,  and  from   this  sum  they 
deduct  the  amount  of  coll.'ctions  made  by  the  department  with- 
in the  same  period,  332,904  dollars,  and  gave  the   remainder  as 
the  whole  amount  due,  for  postaiies,  which   had  in  all  former 
time,  up  10  the  31st  of  December,  1833,  134,545  dollars.     Surely 
a  schoolboy,  acquainted  with  the  first  rudiments  of  arithmetic, 
would   blush   to  furnish  a  calculation  so  ridicnlou>Iy  ahc-urd. 
Tin?  fict  is,  that  postmasters'  accounts  are  rendered  (luarteriy, 
according  to  the  calendar  veaf,  and  most  of  them,  at  the  com- 
menceiiKMit  of  a  (Quarter  owe  the  depiirtmeiit  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  of  Iheir  offices  for  the  preceeding  (juaiter.     If  any  of 
till!   payments  made   within   the  quarter  ari'  applicable  to  the 
postages  accruing  within  the  same  quarter,  tluiy  only  leave  so 
much  of  the  balances  due  at  the  commencement  of  that  quar- 
ter unliquidated.     The   result,  in  the  asgregale,  is  the  same, 
wlK'ther  they  are  apiilicable  to  the   current  revenue  or  the  for- 
nier  balances. 

The  forei;oin2  is  but  a  fair  sppcimen  of  their  incorrectness  in 
tlu'ir  wlnde  report.  They  speak  freciuently  of  the  insolvency  of 
the  department.  With  a^  much  proprietv  miuht  they,  two  ycais 
since,  have  pronounced  the  nation  insolvent,  because  its  debt 
was  more,  than  the  surplus  numey  in  the  trea.sury.  The  re- 
sources of  the  nation  have  redeemi'd  the  national  debt,  and 
the  resourccH  of  thiH  department  will  relive  it  from  all  eiubar- 
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rassinent.  They  also  stale,  llial  "the  postmaster  general  has, 
since  the  conin)encenieMi  of  this  investigation,  represented  to 
^our  corninillee,  Ihal  aid  (roni  tlie  treasury  is  net  t;s.-ary  to  en- 
able hiui  to  canyon  the  opcratiuns  o(  tiie  dtpariintnl,  and  he 
has  stated  that  ^450, OUO  is  the  snialkr-t  sum  that  will  serve  lor 
thai  purpose."  'i'his  alhiiaiion  is  nltcily  dcstiHilf  ol'  Irnth. 
I'he  coniuiiltce  applied  ti.nu;  lo  know  what  sum  would  (  flVciii- 
ally  relieve  the  deparlnienl  IVoiu  pecuniary  cuiliarrassmtni;  and 
in  answer  to  thai  lunuiry  I  siaud,  dial  il,  oIiIk!  mom  ys  hirmcr- 
ly  paid  hy  this  diparlmenl  iulo  the  lrea>ury,  the  «nui  ol\>§>'4.')0,000 
could  he  placed  at  llie  di.-posal  of  ilii-  di|iarlimiil,  it  would  cC 
feet  the  dt-siicd  reheC;  and  that  vviiliout  injury  to  the  success- 
ful operations  ol'lhe  department,  il  could  tie  restored  lo  the  trea- 
sury, one-ihiid  in  one  jcar,  (me-iliird  in  two  years,  and  the  re- 
in.iinder  hy  the  first  ol  March,  18^7  This  >taii  inent  was  no 
proposition  of  mine.  It  was  in  answer  to  an  iu(iuiry  which 
emanated  from  tiie  committee.  I  never  staled  that  aid  from 
tlie  treasury  was  necessary  to  enahle  me  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
lioi\s  of  the  department.  I  never  obtained  a  loan  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  the  treasury,  nor  asUed  relief  from  (hat  souree.  'IMie  ope- 
rations of  the  di  parlmenl  can  he  carried  on  wiilionl  aid  fmm 
the  lrea>nry.  Tlie  means  are  within  tin;  control  of  the  i)osl- 
masler  geiierai.  The  retrenehmt  nts  made  in  December  last, 
are  not  jireatly  fell  by  the  community,  and  from  the  beiiinninir 
of  the  current  year  the  expenses  of  the  depailuient  are  less  than 
its  revenues.  Another  retreiielnuenl  to  the  same  auiounl,  will 
still  jleave  much  more  extensive  mail  fa(  ililies  to  (lie  cDiintry. 
tluinVt  enjoyed  when  I  came  into  the  deparlnienl,  and  in  a  very 
lilile  lime  relieve  il  from  debt,  and  place  a  suiplus  in  Ihe  hands 
of  the  deparlment. 

The  m;ijoriiy  of  the  committee  further  state,  that  "it  appears 
from  the  first  report  of  the  present  po>lniaster  general,  made  on 
the  24lh  November,  1829,  that  on  the  1st  diiy  of  July  of  that 
year,  the  whole  amount  due  and  out-landing  in  the  hatids  of 
postmasters  and  others,  was  $94,400  21."  Such  is  not  the  fact. 
The  report  does  not  states  it  to  have  been  the  fact.  There  never 
was  a  lime  since  the  department  was  but  one-fourth  part  as 
extensive  us  il  is  at  present,  that  on  the  first  day  of  any  quarter 
the  whole  amount  of  outstanding  debts  was  less  than  double 
that  amount.  My  first  report  stated  that,  after  deductins  from 
the  amount  due  from  postmasters  and  others,  on  the  first  of 
July,  1829,  the  expenses  for  traiisporiin^  the  mail,  and  Ihe  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  departmenl  for  that  quarter  ending  that 
day,  (which  amounted  to  upwards  of  300.000  dollars),  there  re- 
mained a  balance  due  from  them  of  $94,400  21.  The  actual 
amount  of  balances  due  from  poslmaslers  on  the  1st  July,  1829, 
was  not  less  than  $400,000;  and  the  amount  due  to  contractors 
and  others,  for  the  services  of  the  quarter  endina;  that  day,  was 
upwards  of  $300,000 — and  my  statement  showed  the  balance 
which  remained,  after  deduciinjj!  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
law  {)rohibils  the  payment  of  contractors  till  their  services  are 
performed.  On  tlie  first  day  of  July,  1829,  the  whole  amount 
for  transportation  from  April  1,  to  that  day,  was  due,  amounting 
to  more  ihan  $300,000,  besides  former  balances  and  other  ex- 
penses. If  "the  whole  amount  due  and  oulstandino;  in  the 
hands  of  postmasters  and  others  on  tliai  day,  was  but  $94,400 
21,"  as  the  majority  allege,  the  department  must  have  been  in 
a  much  worse  condition  when  I  came  into  il  than  I  ever  pre- 
tended, or  than  wliat  they,  in  another  part  of  their  report,  aver. 
But  their  object  here  is,  to  show  tiie  practicability  of  collectinil 
at  a  given  day,  the  outstanding  hnlances,  in  order  to  discredit 
my  statements,  and  not  to  show  the  low  condition  in  which  my 
predecessor  left  the  department.  Bui  this  is  in  character  with 
their  other  allegations. 

They  next  attem[it,  upon  the  investigation  and  report  of  the 
Eradleys,  to  prove  errors  in  my  statemi'nl  of  the  amount  of  an- 
nual transportation.  They  state  that  they  cannot  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  the  report  of  the  Bradleys,  but  they  seem  to  pre- 
sume on  its  correctness,  and  bear  testimony,  upon  its  authority, 
against  the  statements  which  I  have  furnisiied,  tlioiiah  accom- 
panied with  such  d.tia  as  will  enable  any  person  to  detect  an 
error,  if  an  error  in  thiMii  exists.  A  part  of  the  statement  of  the 
Bradleys,  purporting  to  have  discovered  errors  in  the  length  of 
the  mail  roads,  was  too  glarint'ly  inconsistent  for  even  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  to  introdnce  in  their  report;  and  they 
have  omitted  it,  though  confirmed,  as  they  say,  by  the  oath  of 
Dr.  Bradley. 

The  late  postmaster  general  stated  in  his  last  report,  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  fliat  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mnil  was. 

In  staces, 6.439. .'.94  miles. 

On  horseback, 7,170,445  miles. 


Making  the  total  amount  to  be 13.610,039 

I  had  taken  this  as  a  basis  on  which  to  determine  the  amount 
of  increase  which  f  had  given  to  it.  I  have;  never  examined  his 
calculations,  but  presume  they  are  correct,  f  had  caused  route 
books  to  be  made,  cont.iining  the  nnmes  of  the  several  post 
offices  on  each  rotite,  and  their  distances  from  each  other,  slunv- 
ins  the  lensth,  and  the  t^requency  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  on  each  route.  Where  the  ronds  had  not  been  surveyed, 
the  distances  were  taken  from  the  statements  of  postmasters  on 
each  route.  From  these  books,  a  statement  was  made  of  the 
length  of  each  route,  the  frequency  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  upon  it,  and  the  number  of  miles  it  was  transported  in  a 
year.  Tiie  sum  of  these  shewed  the  whole  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mall,  which  was, 

In  1832,. 93,633,330  miles. 

And  in  1833, 56,8o4,4&5  miles. 


In  1828,  it  was,  by  the  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral's report,  but 13,610,039  miles. 

Making  an  increase  from  1828,  to  1833,  of..  .13,244,446  nules. 

The  nntjotiiy  of  Ihe  committee  stale  that  they  had  not  time 
to  examine  this  documenl,  Ihoiigh  they  appear  not  to  have 
wanted  lime  to  examine  the  statement  of  the  Bradleys,  and  the 
miiioiily  found  time  to  examiiK?  this. 

To  discredit  this  staiement,  the  Bradleys  took  Ihe  advertise- 
ments lor  propo.-als  lo  cari>  Ihe  mail,  Un  di>taiices  tlieie  ^l?ll- 
ed,  and  iih  asiired  the  di>taiices  on  Ihe  m<ip  xslieu  noi  noled  iu 
Ihe  adv(uiiseineiit,  took  the  treqm  ncy  ol  tiips  called  for  by  ihe 
advertisements,  ami  so  ealeiilait  d  Ihe  amoiihl  of  aiiiiiial  trans- 
porialiou.  The  Bradh^ys  knew,  when  making  Ihis  ^luI(  inent, 
though  certified  by  oaili,  thai  contracis  were  olien  made  for 
carrying  the  mail  more  Irt  qucntly  (ui  a  route  than  called  for  hy 
advei'ii>eiiieiil,  and  often  lor  extending  them  a  greater  distance. 
Tlu  committee  alM)  had  evidence  ol  the  same  lacls,  and  that  it 
was  done  in  a  great  many  in.-li'.iices  by  exi.-ling  contracts;  yet 
they  affect  to  give  full  credit  lo  thi;  calculations  of  the  Bradleys, 
upon  these  lal.-<e  dala. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  animadvert  upon  the  contracts 
olMessrs.  Sto(  kion  &  Neil,  obsei  viiig  ilnit  in  ih<;  report  of  the 
posimaster  general,  fiiinislied  to  congress  during  the  session  of 
1831  '2,  he  (]uoled  the>e  eonlraels  al  a  \i>\\  rale;  but  that  in  his 
rtport  of  3il  March,  1834,  he  .-laK  d  tin  in  to  be  at  a  much  higher 
rale.  1'lie  tacts  belon;  llie  coniniillee,  furnished  by  the  records 
of  the  depaitmeni,  were,  ihal  the  proposals  oIMcsms.  Stockton 
&  Neil  coiiiained  iwo  propo>itioiis  distinct  from  each  other:  one 
was,  to  perform  a  certain  amount  of  service  for  a  certain  sum. 
The  other  was,  to  perlorm  a  much  larger  amount  of  service  for 
a  much  greater  sum.  The  proposal  was  accepted  for  the  smal- 
ler sum.  but  with  an  express  condition,  that  if  Ihe  posimaster 
general  should,  at  any  time,  ri  quire  of  lliein  the  service  firopos- 
ed  in  tin  ir  second  proposition,  they  shf)uld  perform  it  for  the 
sum  stipulated  in  their  [iroposals.  The  first  report  of  this  con- 
tract, with  others,  was  made  from  the  book  of  recorded  propo- 
sals, and  contained  Ihe  sum  accejited.  This  was  in  conformity 
Willi  tlie  custom  which  had  prevailed_vviih  my  predecessor. 
Afti-r  the  acceptance,  and  alter  substitutiiiL'  the  greater  amount 
of  service,  there  was  a  very  pressinsr  application  made  to  me, 
signed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ewing,  senator  from  Ohio,  and  many 
others,  members  of  congress,  still  to  increase  the  service  lo  that 
extern  which  required  the  greatest  amount  of  additional  com- 
pensation. Agreeably  to  the  earnest  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Ewing  and  others,  it  was  done.  And  now  the  complying  with 
what  Mr.  Ewing  then  so  earnestly  pressed  as  proper  and  rittlit, 
he  reprobates  as  inipropcr  and  wrong.  Whether  he  was  sin- 
cere in  liis  adv(^caling  it,  or  in  condemning  it,  1  know  not;  or 
whether  tile  relation  in  which  he  now  stands  to  the  state  of 
Ohio — which  state  was  deeply  interested  in  the  improvement, 
has  so  changed  as  to  have  changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  mail  accommodations  to  which  she  is  entitled,  I  leave  for 
the  public  and  for  his  constituents  lo  decide. 

The  same  remarks  are  made  in  relation  to  the  cnntracf.=:  of 
James  Reeside,  and  of  Messr.s.  Reeside  &  Slaymaker.  The 
same  facts  are  also  applicable  to  them.  They  made  in  eacb 
case  two  propositions:  the  smaller  was  first  accepted;  after- 
wards, for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  fiublic,  Ihe  greater 
service  was  required,  and  of  course  the  hialier  compensatiorl 
given.  These,  and  other  cases  which  they  state  to  be  similar, 
though  they  have  not  specified  them,  they  reprobate  as  "involv- 
ing almost  every  conceivable  variety  of  abuse."  On  all  these 
routes,  there  is  now  a  greater  amonnt  of  service  performed  in 
proportion  lo  the  compensation  allowed,  than  under  any  for- 
mer ccmlracts;  and  this  the  committee  knew,  or  had  the  means 
of  knowing;  and  as  Mr.  Ewing  liimself  earnestly  recommended 
the  most  expensive  of  these  improvcmciils,  the  public  will  judge 
what  credit  is  due  to  his  decision. 

Their  next  subject  of  animadver-ion.  is  that  of  a  contract 
with  gen.  George  House,  of  Ohio.  Gen.  House  was  a  contrac- 
tor for  carrying  the  mail  in  stages  between  Chillicothe  and  Gal- 
lip(dis,  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kaniiawa.  There  was  a  stage  route  running  from 
Washiniiton  city,  and  from  Richmond,  Va.  by  Staunton,  along 
by  the  Kanhawa  to  Cath  tlsburgh  in  Kentucky,  on  the  Ohio 
river.  Highly  respectable  citizens  of  Ohio  desired  that  the  state 
of  Ohio  should  participate  in  the  advantages  of  this  route,  which 
it  was  represented  could  be  done  bj'  extending  gen.  House's 
route  from  Gallipolis  by  steamboat  up  the  Kanhawa  to  Coals- 
inoulh,  about  fifty  miles.  This  would  perfeet  the  most  direct 
line  from  Kichmond,  Charlottesville.  Staunton,  Lewi>burgh, 
and  other  important  places  in  Virsinia,  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment in  Ohio.  It  was  also  represented  that  gen.  House  was 
preparing  a  steamboat  for  that  purpose,  and  would  probably 
have  it  in  readiness  to  commence  the  operation  by  the  1st  of 
April,  1831.  He  proposed  to  perform  the  service  for  $30  a  mile. 
This  was  a  moderate  compensation.  The  request  to  give  to 
Ohio  the  benefit  of  the  Vireinia  and  Kenliic  ky  stage  line,  seem- 
ed to  be  reasonable.  The  expense  appi-arcd  inconsiderable, 
compared  with  the  mngniliide  of  the  objeri.  Gen.  House  was, 
therefore,  directed  lo  extend  his  line  to  Coalsmotuh,  and  to  run 
between  that  place  and  Gallipolis  in  steamboats.  This  exten- 
sion superseded  a  contract  of  John  Black,  to  carry  the  mail  on 
horseback  between  Gallipolis  and  Coalsmouth,  at  394  dollars  a 
year.  It  was  an  original  stipulation  in  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Black,  that  if  a  ?tage  or  steamboat  should  be  established  on  his 
route,  the  postmaster  general  should  have  the  right  lo  annul  bis 
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contract.     General  House  did  not,  however,  succeed,  during 
the  continuance  of  that  contract,  (which  ended  with  the  year 
1831),  in  his  experiment  for  running  ?tcanilioats  on  the  Kanha- 
wa;  the  mail  wa.s  continued  on  liorsebacl< — Mr-  Black  coiilirin- 
ed  to  Ciirry  it — and  no  mure  was  paid  lor  its  tiansporlaluui  l.'iati 
the  ^.'^94  t^lipulatt'd  in  the  contract  wilh  Mr.  Black.     'I'iiis  piaui 
transaction  liicy  have  cndeavDred  to  distort  into  an  act  of  offi- 
cial  iniquity,  tliougii   they  coiiti-?s  that  no  evil  was  done,  nor 
any  other  I'ti'ect  produced  titan  that  of  transferring  tiie  route  from 
Mr.  Black  lo  gen.  House,  who,  they  say,  "is  well  known  as  an 
active  and  indumtial   political   partisan."     At  the   renewal  of 
the  Ohio  contracts,  the  route  Irom  Chillicothe  to  Galli|)olis  was 
accepted   to  A.  L.  Ross,  at  ^1,100  a  year.     It  was  tlnn   repre 
sentcd  that  gen.  House  had  a  steamboat  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness for  the  Kanhawa,  and  was  determined   to   make  another 
experiment  to  unite  these  two   lines,  and  the  citizms  were  de- 
sirous that  it  should  he  done.    Tliat  this  object  might  he  accom- 
plished, or  its  practicability  tested,  Mr.  Ross  voluntarily  relin- 
quished  the  route  to  gen.  House.     A  contract  vvas   made  with 
gen.  House  to  carry  fiie  niail   three  time-*  a  week  in  four  horse 
post  coaches  between  Cliillicothe  and  Gallipolis,  to  run  through 
in  one  day,  instead  ,^f  one  day  and  six   liours;  also  to  carry  the 
mail   three  times  a'week   bet.veen  Gallipolis  and  Coaismouth, 
(which  had  been  carried   but  twice  a  week  under  Mr.  Black's 
contract),  to  test  the  experiment  of  running  steamboats  on  the 
Kanhawa,  and,  if  found  practicable,  to  extend  them  to  Kanha- 
wa C.  H.  sixty  miles— and  for  the  whole  service  to  receive 
$^,600  a  year.    This  sum  is  ,$1,105  more  than  the  sum  for  which 
Mr.  Ross  proposed   to  carry  the  mail   between  Chillicothe  and 
Gallipolis,  and  the  sum,  ^'394,  which  had  been  siven  under  Mr. 
Black's  contract  for  carrying  it  but  twice  a  week  between  Gal- 
lipolis and  Coalstnouth.     For  this  4^1,106,  admitting  that  the 
steamboat  experiment  should   fail,  the  department  would   re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  an   increased  expedition  of  hall  a  day  be- 
tween Chillicothe  and  Gallipolis;  and  three  trips  a  week,  in- 
stead of  two  trips  a  week,  between  Gallipolis  and  Coaismouth. 
But  if  the  steamboats  should  succeed,  as  was  confidently  ex- 
pected, the  gain  to  the  department  would   have  been  very  con- 
siderable.    The  majority  of  the  committee  state,  that  there  is  a 
clear  loss  on   these  routes,  by  givins;  them   to  gen.   House,  of 
$1,206  a  year.     Their  statement  cariies  the  evidence  of  misre- 
presentation  upon   its  face.     It  is  tantamount  to  saying,  that 
three  trips  instead  of  two,  and  an   increased  expedition  of  six 
hours  a  trip,  are  worth  $100  a  year  less  than  nothing. 

On  a  contract  made  with  col.  Asahel  Savery,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  estimat- 
ed to  be  250  miles,  they  also  animadvert.  The  law  establishing 
this  route  was  passed,  witli  about  500  others,  on  the  J5th  of 
June,  1832.  The  advertisements  for  proposals  to  transpoit  the 
mail  on  these  routes,  was  prepared  before  the  publication  of  the 
law;  and  for  want  of  the  law  as  it  finally  passed,  some  errors 
were  liable  to  happen  in  the  description  of  routes.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  route  was  advertised  to  run  from  Detroit  to 
Green  Bay  instead  of  Chica20  to  Green  Bay.  Several  propo- 
sals, however,  were  received  for  transporting  the  mail  from 
Chicago  to  Green  Bay;  the  lowest  of  which  were  those  of  col. 
Savery,  at  $3,000  a  year,  once  in  two  weeks,  or  $3,500  once  a 
week,  and  of  Messrs.  Irwin  and  Arndt,  at  $3,000  a  year,  once 
in  two  weeks,  without  specifying  any  sum  for  which  they  would 
perform  the  route  once  a  week;  but  if  required  to  run  once  a 
week,  the  service  would  he  double,  and  they  would  have  the 
right  to  require  double  the  amount,  $6,000  a  year.  It  was  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  performed  weekly,  and  colonel  Save- 
ry's  propo.^al  was  accepted  at  $3,500  a  year.  He  afterwards 
Plated  that  from  information  received  since  he  had  made  his 
proposition,  he  had  learned  that  the  distance  was  fifty  miles 
more  than  he;  had  anticipated,  having  had  no  advertisement  for 
his  guide  as  in  ordinary  cases;  that  the  waters  on  the  route 
were  such  as  would  require  exipeiisive  preparations  for  passing 
them,  the  country  being  nns(!ttled,  and  for  these  reasons  he 
prayed  for  a  reconsideration  of  his  accepted  proposals,  and  for 
a  further  allowance  of  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  There 
seemed  to  be  reason  and  equity  in  his  request,  and  considering 
that  the  lowest  propfj^^al  otherwise  made  was  by  persons,  one 
of  whom  resided  at  Green  Bay,  and  was  presumed  to  have 
knowledge  of  the  difficulties  and  expense  of  tiie  route,  was  at 
the  rate  of  $6,000  a  year  for  a  weekly  trip,  it  was  deemed  more 
economical  for  the  department  to  allow  to  col.  Savery  .$-1,-500  a 
year  than  to  permit  him  to  withdraw;  and  to  subject  the  de 
partmont  to  an  annual  expense  of  $1,500  more  than  that  sum 
i»y  accepting  the  propo-»al  of  Messrs.  Irwin  and  Arndt.  A  con- 
tract was  accordindy  made  with  eol.  Savery  at  $4,500  a  year. 
The  contract  was  made  on  the  22d  of  February.  1833,  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  April  of  that  3'ear.  Dr.  .lohn  T.  Temple  was 
then  a  clerk  in  the  general  post  office.  He  had  determined  to 
resign  his  situation,  and  to  remove  to  Chicago.  On  tlie  last  day 
of  February,  col.  Savery  assigned  this  contract  to  Dr.  Temple, 
who  rf^signed  his  situation  as  clerk  about  the  s.ame  tiun?.  [ 
knew  of  no  20od  reason  to  object  to  the  transfer.  Dr.  Temple 
was  a  gentleman  of  higlily  respectable  character,  and  entirely 
worthy  of  the  iriisf.  Me  had  determined  to  resign  his  clerkship 
in  the  department,  and  did  actually  resign,  and  remove  to  Chi 
cauo  before  the  coinmcncemeiit  of  the  contraet.  I  should  not 
permit  a  person  while  a  clerk  in  the  department  to  hold  a  con- 
tract for  trans|)orting  the  mail,  though  the  law  does  not  nroiiibit 
it,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  has  hem  done  in  former  year*,  be- 
fore I  came  into  Hit-  departmetit;  but  I  liave  discovered  no  rea- 
son why  a  person  should  be  refused  this  right  after  leaving  the 


department,  for  no  other  cause  than  his  having  once  been  em- 
ployed in  it  as  a  clerk.  The  majority  of  the  committee  have  so 
distorted  these  transactions,  as  to  present  scarcely  a  beam  of 
truth.  They  state  that  "John  T.  Temple  made  out  a  bid  in  the 
iiiinie  of  A~aliel  Savery."  'i'he  bid  is  not  in  the  hand  writing 
of  Dr.  Temple,  nor  does  his  name  appear  in  the  whole  transac- 
tion till  alter  ihe  contract  was  made  with  col.  Savery.  They 
state  that  "Dr.  Temple,  by  means  of  his  si  ma  (ion  in  the  depart- 
ment, obtained  a  contract  giving  liim  $4,500  tor  carrying  the 
mail  250  miles  on  horseback  weekly,  for  u  hicli  service,  it  is  be- 
lieved, $1,500  would  be  a  very  large  compensation."  So  tar 
from  tlie  lact  is  the  insinuation  o(  this  contract  having  been 
given  lo  col.  Savery,  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Temple,  that  I  did 
not  kiifuv,  nor  even  suspect,  at  the  time  of  making  it  wilh  col. 
Savery,  that  Dr.  I'emple  had  ever  Ili(;u2lii  of  it.  It  was  made 
with  col.  Savery  in  lln;  full  expectation  that  he  would  retain  it, 
on  the  sole  principle  that  it  was  the  lowest  offer,  and  under  the 
ciicuinstantes,  the  best  contract  on  tlie  part  of  the  department 
that  could  then  be  made  for  carrying  tin;  law  of  congress  into 
eflect.  As  to  the  amount  paid,  it  vvas  lower  than  others  who 
wanted  the  contract,  and  who  were  acquainted  with  t1ie  coun- 
try through  which  it  passed,  would  undertake  the  service  for; 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  considered  by  col.  Savery 
an  object  of  sufficient  interest  for  him  to  letain  it. 

The  majority  of  the  cominiiti.-e  complain  of  the  correction  of 
an  evident  error  in  a  proposal  of  James  Reeside,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, for  carrying  the  mail  between  Hagerstown  and  McCon- 
nellsburah,  twenty  six  miles.  'J'he  proposal,  as  accepted,  was 
to  run  four-horse  post  coaches  on  that  line,  three  times  a  week 
each  way,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  at  a  compensation 
of  forty  dollars  a  year.  Mr.  Reeside,  beiore  he  commenced  the 
service,  stated  that  it  was  a  mistake  of  the  clerk  whom  he  had 
employed  lo  copy  his  bid;  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  pro- 
posed to  run  daily,  lor  lourteen  hundred  dollars  a  year.  The 
bid,  as  it  was  received  and  accepted,  carried  upon  its  face  Ihe 
appearance  of  a  mistake,  or  at  least  of  someihing  that  needed 
explanation.  The  proposition  to  perforin  the  service  lor  ten 
times  that  sum  would  have  been  considered  too  low  to  warrant 
the  exi)ectation  thai  the  service  would  be  well  performed,  un- 
less it  came  from  a  fierson  most  favorably  known  to  the  depart- 
ment. The  explanation  was  given  by  him — the  error  corrected 
— and  while  he  {)er(ormed  Ihe  service  daily,  wilh  an  increase 
of  distance,  five  miles  each  way,  he  was  allowed  fourteen  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  since  the  service  is  leduced  to  three  limes  a 
week,  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

On  another  route,  between  Balliinore  and  Chambersbugh, 
soventy  seven  miles,  for  which  Mr.  Reeside  is  contractor,  to 
carry  a  daily  mail,  his  proposal  contained  two  distinct  profiosi- 
tions,  one  to  ()erform  between  certain  hours,  and  within  a  given 
time,  for  $1,900;  the  other  to  give  sHch  increased  expedition  as 
would  jjain  an  entire  day  between  Baltimore  and  Pittsburgh, 
for  $3,495  a  year.  The  first  was  accepted;  but  the  expedition 
vvas  found  to  be  of  such  importance  that  ihe  second  was  adopt- 
ed. The  majority  of  the  committee  state  that  "the  expedition 
does.not  appear  to  have  been  of  any  considerable  value  to  the 
public."  Whether  it  is  of  any  considerable  value  to  the  public 
to  gain  a  day  in  all  intercourse  between  Baltim-sre  and  Pitts- 
burgh, and  consequently  all  places  north  west  of  Pittsburgh  and 
south  ofBaltlmore,  the  mercantile  and  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity can  better  judge.  These  remarks,  relative  to  distinct 
propositions  in  the  same  proposal,  and  the  discretion  of  adopt- 
ing the  one  or  the  other,  as  shall  seem  most  expedient,  are 
equally  applicable,  as  before  remarked,  to  the  other  routes  of 
Mr.  Reeside,  and  also  to  those  of  Johnson,  Hutchins,  Hough, 
Henry  and  Childs,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  dwell  loncer  upon  them.  But  one  other  case  of  Mr. 
Reeside  i.s  exhibited  by  them  in  so  deceptive  a  liaut,  and  with 
such  gross  misstatements,  that  I  cannot  suffer  it  to  pass  unno- 
ticed. 

Messrs.  Reeside  &  Slaymaker  entered  into  contract  to  trans- 
port the  mail  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  daily,  in 
four  horse  post  coaches,  to  run  two  lines  a  day;  one  to  go 
through  in  a  few  hours  more  than  two  days;  the  other  in  three 
and  a  half  days.  The  object  of  the  two  lines  was,  that  the 
weight  of  the  whole  mail  being  too  great  to  admit  of  its  trans- 
portation with  the  rapidity  required  by  the  shortest  time,  the 
principal  letter  mail  for  Lancaster,  Harrisburgh,  Chambera- 
burgh,  Bedford,  Pittsburgh,  and  all  places  west  of  Pittsbursh, 
and  the  same  reluming,  might  be  catried  through  with  the 
greatest  possible  rapidity,  that  mail  not  being  over  loaded,  nor 
required  to  stop  at  all  the  way  offices  to  exchange  mails;  but 
that  the  more  tardy  line  might  carry  Ihe  heavy  newspaper  mails, 
and  the  letter  mails  for  the  intermediate  offices,  commonly  call- 
ed the  way  mail.  In  this  way  they  began  their  operations  on 
the  1st  January,  1832,  the  day  when  their  contract  cotDinenced. 
It  was  but  a  short  time  before  heavy  complaints  were  made  by 
editors  and  others,  on  account  of  the  delay  of  newspapers. 
When  inrormaliou  was  received  by  letter,  or  by  newspapers 
put  up  in  letters,  as  is  customary  with  those  who  have  the  prt- 
viU'ge  of  franking,  earlier  Ihan  by  the  regular  newspaper  mail, 
the  contractors  were;  accused  of  detaining  ihe  mail  on  the  road, 
and  Ihe  department  was  censured  for  stitrcriiig  them  lo  do  so. 
Messrs.  Reeside  &  .Slaymaker  were  among  the  best  of  contrac- 
tors, and  no  persons  could  be  more  sensitive  than  ihey,  when 
any  complaints  w<'re  maile  touching  their  character  as  inarf 
contractors.  To  allay  these  complaints,  they,  agreeably  to  the 
wishes  of  the  depaitment,  undertook,  from  the  1st  of  Afvril, 
1832,  to  carry  all  the  newspapers  for  riltsburgh,  and  places  be- 
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yoiid  thnt  point,,  in  their  more  rapid  line.  Aftor  three  months' 
trial,  Ihey  came  to  Washington,  and  allrged  that  the  ioss  wliich 
(hey  liad  sustained  l»y  carrying  the  great  new.-paptr  mail,  in 
their  more  rapid  line,  was  ao  gr(;at,  that  it  wonid  prove  rniiions 
to  continue  it,  unless  they  .-hould  rective  t^oineiliijig  ap|)i(ixi- 
niating  to  a  renmneraiion  lor  llic  same.  Tluy  iir;;c'<l  iIk  ir  liglil 
to  relinquish  their  contract,  ifilicy  v\ crt!  rciiiiiied  to  coiiiinne  the 
uervice,  as  it  was  involving'  loo  eiionnous  an  expense  to  render 
it  praclicahle,  and  demanding  o(  them  a  strvice  which  their 
contract  did  not  contemplate  nor  reijnire.  This  eonvt'r>aiion 
was  verbal,  lint  I  told  them  to  redin  e  their  slaiemeiit  to  vvriling, 
and  I  would  take  it  into  consideration.  Upon  this,  they  pre- 
sented me  llie  following  written  siatfinent: 

"  Washington,  July  12,  1832. 
"Sir:  When  we  entered  into  contract  with  you  to  run  two 
daily  mails  hetweew  Piiiladelphia  and   Pittshurgh,  one  will)  un- 
exampled  rapidity,  and  the  other  in  three  and  a  half  days,  we 
had   no  idea  whatever  of  carrying  the  newspaper  mail   in  our 
mo.st  rapid   line,  nor  do  we  suppose  it  was  ever  contem|)laled 
hy  the  department.     It  was  our  intention,  and  we  so  expiessed 
it  in  all  ourconversations  with  you  and  willi  the  supetinteiident 
of  mi«;ii  contracts,  to  carry  the   principal  letter  mail  only  in  the 
most  rajiid  line,  not  believing  it  practicable  to  carry  the  heavy 
load  of  newspapers  sent  to  the  west,  with  sufficient  rapidity  to 
reach   Pittsburgh  in  the  shortest  time  specified.     Indei'd,  if  we 
could   have  su[tposed   that  it  would  ever  become  necessary  to 
carry  the   newspapers  with  that  rapidity,  we  should   not  liave 
undertaken  it  for  less  than  fifteen   thousand  dollars  a  year  be- 
yond what  we  now  receive.     But  experience  soon  taught  us 
that  great  complaints  were  made  against  the  depaitmeiit  and 
ourselves,  when   the  newspapers  were   not  carried  as  soon  as 
the  letters;   and   that  these  complaints  were  not  confined  to 
Pittsburgh,  but  extended  all  over  the  west.     To  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic and  sustain  the  credit  of  both  the  department,  and  ourselves, 
as  its  servants,  we  made  the  experiment  of  trying  to  carry  the 
newspapers  with  our  most  rapid  line.    We  have  partly  succeed- 
ed; but  with  very  great  loss.     For  three  days  in  the  week,  we 
are  compelled  to  exclude  all   passengers,  to  the  loss  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars  a  day.   We  are  willing  to  perform  our 
contract  to  the  lull  extent  of  its  meaning;  but  we  must  relin 
quish  carrying  the  newspaper  mails  by  our  most  rapid  line,  un- 
le.*s  we  can,  in  part,  be  remunerated   for  it.     If,  jiowever,  the 
postmaster  general  is  willing  to  silence  the  public  clamor,  which 
is  so  great  when  we  cany  them   in  our  slow  line,  we  vviil  carry 
all  the  newspaper  mails,  together  with  the  letter  mail,  in  our 
most  rapid  line  to  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling  in  the  shortest  titne 
specified  in  our  contract,  and  so  arrange  the  continuation  of  the 
Baltimore  mail  at  Chambersburgh  with  our  swift  line,  as  to 
carry  the  newspaper  as  well  as  letter  mail,  from  Baltimore  to 
Pittsburgh  in  two  days,  for  the  additional  allowance  often  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year  from  the  first  of  April  last.    The  increased 
expense  to  us  will  not  be  less  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  and  for  our  own  credit  and  the  credit  of  the  department, 
we  will  make  one-third  of  the  sacrifice  and  perform  the  service 
for  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.     We  would  gladly  do  it  for  a 
less  sum  if  we  could  afford  it;  but  we  cannot;  and  at  that  rate 
our   sacrifice  will  be  as  much  as  we  can  bear.     It  would  he 
much  more  gratifying  to  us,  if  the  public  vi'ould  be  satisfied 
without  it;  but  they  will  not:  and  our  own  feelings  will  not  suf- 
fer us  to  perform  a  service  in  which  we  cannot  givesalisfaction 
to  the  public.     V^ery  respectfullv,  &c. 

JAMES  REESTDE. 
SAMUEL  R.  SLAYMAKER." 
On  the  presentation  of  the  above  I  made  the  allowance.  It 
was  for  a  service  which  their  original  contract  did  not  require 
them  to  perform;  and  a  service  for  which  the  public  voice  was 
clamorous.  But  what  is  the  language  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  relation  to  this.''  They  say  "but  it  has  not  been 
thought  necessary,  in  all  cases,  to  preserve  even  the  cover  of 
increased  services,  as  an  excuse  for  these  extra  allowances. 
The  ten  thousand  dollars,  yearly  allowed  to  Reeside  and  Slay- 
maker,  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  is  wholly 
without  this  apolopy"  Tliis  assertion,  with  the  facts  befoie 
them,  is  what  we  should  not  have  expected  from  a  committee 
of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  But  they  proceed  farther; 
and  behind  the  shield  of  official  privilege,  by  misrepresentation 
and  detraction,  they  make  a  thrutt  at  what  is  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  life  itself,  the  character  of  an  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment and  of  these  two  contractors.  They  state,  "to  give  the 
transaction  its  true  character,  this  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year 
was  a  gift,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  to  these  con- 
tractors; and  there  are  some  further  circumstances  attending  it, 
which,  on  a  most  careful  inquiry  by  your  committee,  are  not 
satisfactorily  explained."  What  do  they  give  as  the  circum- 
stances attending  it?  First,  that  the  contractors  had  not  yet 
divided  the  money  among  the  company  of  stockholders  in  the 
stage  lines  by  which  the  mail  was  transported,  but  held  it  to 
meet  debts  of  the  company  for  which  they  were  liable;  and, 
secondly,  that  Mr.  Brown  had  obtained  a  loan  on  interest,  from 
these  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  property  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  They  acknowledge  that  the  testimony  of 
both  Reeside  and  Slaymaker  proves,  that  the  loan  was  on  in- 
terest, for  the  evidence  of  which  they  had  Mr.  Brown's  accept- 
ance— that  he  had  repaid  a  part  of  it  at  the  end  of  one  year, 
and  that  they  held  him  responsible,  and  he  never  disavowed  his 
responsibility  for  the  remainder;  but  to  throw  a  shade  upon  the 
transaction,  and  by  inuendo  to  charge  honorable  men  with  per- 
jury, and  Mr.  Brown  with  corruption,  thoy  say  that  "this  trarls- 


aetion  is  the  more  reasonable  when  taken  in  connexion  with 
another,  testified  to  by  Edwin  Porter,  which  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  this  rejiort.  In  that  ease,  Brown  was,  shortly 
belbre,  and  shortly  alter  this  transaction,  the  Under  of  very 
lamt'  siniis  ()(  iiKdicy  to  i'cjiier  on  intere,-l." 

VVIk  11  this  pait  ol  ilii-  riport  w,is  penned,  as  it  is  understood, 
by  Ewiiig,  he  had  the  prool  before  him,  that  Mr.  Brown  never 
loaned  a  cent  ol  his  ovmi  momy  to  Mr.  Porlei— that  Mr.  Brown 
received,  as  agent  from  a  grnlltniaii,  a  sum  of  money  to  place 
in  safe  hands  at  inleiol— llial  liie  gentleman  slKtrlly  after  died, 
and  that  Mr.  Urowii  is  still  aciiiig  as  the  agent  lor  his  widow 
and  orphan  chihlren- that  ol  tlie  money  thus  reeiivrd,  he  marie 
these  loans  to  Air.  Porter;  but  that  the  money  which  he  borrow- 
ed was  to  purchase  |)roperty  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  aa 
agent  for  anollier;  iiiid  that  l-e  borrowed  llie  money  lor  hinitclf, 
because  he  would  not,  liimst  II,  be  the  borrower  of  money  put 
into  his  hands  to  loan  oiil  as  the  agent  for  another.  With  these 
evidences  before  them,  where  does  the  charge  of  iniquity  lie.' 
Thev  also  knew  that  the  loan  liom  Messrs.  Reeside  and  Slay- 
maker  had  no  connexion  whatever  with  their  extra  allowance', 
nor  witii  any  official  transaction.  It  was  not  made  within  half 
a  year  afier  the  allowance  was  made  to  ihem.  The  fact  is,  that 
Mr.  IJrovvn  had  no  moie  agency  in  the  allowance  of  the  ten 
ihousaiid  dollar.*,  than  Mr.  Ewing  liiinself  had.  Me*srs.  Reeside 
and  Slaymaker  came  themselves  to  me,  while  I  was  confined 
to  my  house  by  indisposition,  and  presented  their  case,  and  I 
made  the  allowance  as  a  matter  of  right,  without  consulting 
Mr.  Blown,  or  knowing  his  opinion  ujion  the  subject. 

The  injustice  of  their  remarks  on  the  contracts  of  Mr.  Porter, 
is  too  apparent  to  need  much  comni(  tit.  There  is  but  one  spe- 
cification contained  in  them,  and  that  is,  that  "the  Ohio  river, 
between  these  points,  (Giiyandoiie  and  Louisville),  is  not  a 
mail  route  established  by  law;"  they  therefore  condemn  the 
establishment  of  a  steamboat  line  between  them  as  unlawful. 
Whether  they  were  themselves  ignorant  of  the  law  under  which 
they  presume  to  judge  me,  or  whether  they  intend  wilfully  to 
impose  on  the  ciedulily  of  others,  I  will  not  say;  but  the  3d 
section  of  the  law  of  March  3d,  1823,  is  in  these  words:  "and 
be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  waters  cm  whicii  steamboats  re- 
gularly pass  from  port  to  port,  shall  be  considered  and  establish- 
ed as  post  roads,  subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  se- 
veral acts  regulating  the  post  office  establishment."  No  person 
who  has  ever  been  on  the  Ohio,  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know 
that  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  especially  between  those  two 
points,  are  regularly  traversed  by  steamboats.  Mr.  Ewing  knows 
it,  and  acknowledges  it;  yet  he  denies  that  it  is  a  mail  route  by 
law. 

They  also  state,  that  the  route  between  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  was  not  advertised,  and  complain  that  the  law  was 
violated  by  making  this  contract  without  advertisement;  and 
that  the  law  was  violated  by  getting  a  steamboat  line  upon  it. 
Though  the  charge  of  violating  the  law  by  getting  a  steamboat 
line  upon  it  is  against  my  predecessor,  who  first  made  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  ujion  it  in  steamboats,  it  is  but 
justice  to  him,  for  me,  on  his  behalf,  to  deny  the  charge.  They 
accu.se  him  unjustly.  There  is  a  special  law  establishing  this 
route,  and  under  this  law  he  acted  when  he  made  the  contract 
with  Rhodes,  as  I  also  did  when  I  renewed  the  contract  after 
his  failure.  As  to  the  other  points,  the  route  was  regularly  ad- 
vertised by  me  preparatory  to  making  the  contract,  and  taken 
at  25,000  dollars  a  year,  for  three  trips  a  week;  and  when  trans- 
ferred to  Mr.  Porter,  it  was  so  altered  as  to  run  daily  at  40,000 
dollars  a  year — more  than  18,000  a  year  less  than  pro  rata. 

Tliey  complain  of  the  extra  services  performed,  and  of  the 
extra  allowances  made  to  William  Smith,  of  Viryinia.  When 
making  this  complaint,  they  knew  that  the  extra  services  were 
called  for  by  more  than  a  thousand  petitioners,  sustained  by 
the  representative.^;  in  congress  of  the  sections  of  country 
through  which  the  line  runs,  and  that  the  extr.i  pay  is  less  in 
proportion  to  the  service  than  that  of  the  original  contract. 

James  F.  Robinson  is  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail 
daily  in  four  horse  post  coaches  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
Georgetown,  Kentucky.  This  line  forms  a  part  of  the  regular 
connexion  between  the  seats  of  governmenl  in  Ohio,  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  It  also  connects  liie  two  great  mail  lines 
through  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  is  an  im|)ortnnl  part  of  the 
shortest  and  most  direct  mail  stage  route  between  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  through  Indiana  and  Illinois.  An  increased  ex- 
pedition, and  running  in  the  night  instead  of  the  day,  would 
effect  the  gain  of  an  entire  day  in  these  important  connexions. 
On  this  account,  he  was  directed  to  make  tlie  change.  A  stipu- 
lation in  all  mail  contracts  provides,  that  when  the  postmaster 
general  directs  a  change  of  schedule,  or  increase  of  expedition, 
he  shall  defray  the  reasonable  expense  which  such  change  shall 
require.  Mr.  Robinson  piesenled  his  claim  for  this  expense, 
and  it  was  not  admitted.  It  was  then  referred,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, to  experienced  and  honorable  men,  both  named  by  me  for 
arbitration.  Their  award  was  allowed.  The  majority  of  the 
committee  condemn  the  measure.  An  impartial  public  will  re- 
verse their  decision. 

Messrs.  Avery,  Tompkins  and  Saltmarsh,  are  the  contractors 
for  carrying  the  mail  on  several  routes,  amonc  wliich  are  the 
routes  constitiitinL'  the  main  souihern  line,  between  Peters- 
burgh,  Virginia,  and  FayrMteville,  North  Caiolina,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  miles,  daily,  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  If  is 
well  known  that  stage  proprietors  calculate  upon  passengers 
for  a  considerable  piopnrtinn  oi  the  remuneration  for  their  ex- 
penses.    About  ninety  miles  of  this  road  are  almost  Impassable 
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in  the  winter;  and,  very  frequently  does  it  happen,  that  the 
badness  of  ihe  road,  and  the  expedition  required,  are  such,  es- 
pecially since  the  mails  are  become  so  heavy,  as  often  to  weigh 
more  than  a  ton,  that  the  best  of  coaches  are  broken,  and  a 
failure  of  the  mail  is  the  consequence.  To  prevent  these  dis- 
asters, they  were  required  carry  the  mail  in  four  horse  wagons, 
fio  as  to  exclude  all  passengers,  and  for  the  accominodalioii  of 
travellers,  lo  run  a  tri-weekly  line  of  conches,  during  three 
nionllis  in  the  year,  for  which  an  additional  allowance  was 
made  of  2,50o  dollars.  The  mode  of  conv(!yance  was  changed 
by  order  of  tlie  department,  front  vviiat  was  specified  in  liieir 
contract;  and  the  eliange  was  such  as  to  require  from  them  the 
full  amount  of  expense  for  liorses  and  drivtrs,  but  to  deprive 
tlntm  of  all  revenue  for  passengers;  or,  if  they  obtained  any 
thing  for  passengers,  it  was  at  the  additional  expt^nse  of  running 
an  extra  line.  Was  it  unieasonable  that  they  should  receive, 
at  least,  a  part  of  the  expense  which  the  change  required.'  Yet 
the  majority  of  the  committee  call  it  an  "extraordinary  allow- 
ance," and  condemn  it  as  unwarranted. 

They  condemn  a  lawful  and  reasonable  allowance  to  J.  B. 
Bennett,  because,  tiiey  say,  he  became,  after  obtaining  it,  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper  friendly  to  the  administration.  Their 
statement  is  destitute  of  the  slightest  sliadow  of  truth.  Mr.  J. 
B.  Bennett  was  never  known,  either  as  a  politician  or  as  an 
editor.  He  never  owned  a  printing  establishment,  nor  had  any 
concern  in  a  newspaper.  So  far  as  he  or  his  partner  entertain- 
ed political  partialities,  they  were  in  fivor  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, and  opposed  to  the  present.  He  is  now  deceased,  and 
his  brother,  who  was  liis  partner,  is  his  successor;  but  what  his 
political  opinions  are  I  never  knew  till  informed  of  them  by  a 
recent  communication.  The  report  of  tiie  honorable  Messrs. 
Grundv  and  Robinson,  lias  taken  a  fair  and  impartial  view  of 
the  whole  subject  of  the  investigations  of  the  committee;  and 
when  their  report  shall  be  read,  remarks  from  me  are  scarcely 
necessary. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  make  a  comparison  between 
the  amounts  of  expenditure  for  mail  transportation  in  the  stale 
of  New  Hampshire  and  in  the  slate  of  Vermont,  as  they  appear 
by  the  official  report  of  February,  1831,  showing  that  there  was 
^15,610  30  more  expended  in  New  Hampshire  than  in  Vermont, 
whilst  there  were  ,'^l,32'1   more  postage   paid  the  same  year  by 
Vermont  than  by  New  Hampsliire.    This  exliibit  is  evidently 
made  with  the  view  of  charging  undue  partiality  to  New  Hamp- 
shire over  Vermont,  in  the  mail  arrangement  for  the  two  states. 
I  might  dismiss  the  subject  with  the  remark,  that  whether  it  be 
so  or"  not,  is  a  matter  tliat  cannot  affect  me,  officially,  or  other- 
wise; for  the  mail  arrangement  for  those  states,  for  the  year 
1831..  or  for  any  year  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1833,  was  not  of 
my  d'evising.     It  was  the  work  of  my  predecessor.     The  con- 
tracts in  the  New  Engiand  states  that  were  in  operation  as  Inte 
as  the  31st  December,  1832,  were  let  in  the  fall  of  1828,  and  put 
in  operation  in  January,  1829,  during  the  administration  of  the 
honorable  Johti  McLean.     I  do  not   believe  that  the  mail  ac- 
commodations to  these  two  slates  were  made  under  the  influ- 
ence of  any  improper  preferences  in  favor  of  New  Ham()shire. 
It  is  apparent,  that  New  Hampshire,  from  her  position  on  the 
sea  board,  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  the  great  emporium  of  New 
En"land,  and   of  other  large   commercial  and   manufueluriiig 
towns,  must  require   more  frequent  interchanges  of  Ihe  mail 
than  Vermont;  whilst  the  latter,  from  her  remoteness  of  situa- 
tion fron\  the  main  points  of  correspondence,  must  necessarily 
piy  the  higher  rates  of  postage,  provided  by  law.     Rut  if  any 
shall  believe  with  the  committee,  that  judge  McLean's  arrange- 
ment was  an  exceptionable  one,  it  may  be  gratifying  to  such  to 
be  informed  that  the  evil  complained  of  has  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  removed   by  the  arrangements  since   adopted,  under 
the  present  administration   of  the  department.     The  contracts 
now  in  force  in  those  states  were  let  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and 
put  in  operation  in  January,  1833.     A  careful  examination  has 
been  made  of  the  amount  of  pay,  and  proportion  of  pay,  for  the 
routes  and   parts  of  routes,  in  each  state  respectively,  and  it  is 
found  thai  there  is  at  this  time  paid  for  mail  transportation, 

Jn  New  Hampshire, ^36,594 

Vermont, 31,991 

Difference, $4,603 


The  maiority  of  the  committee  speak  of  what  "the  law  con- 
templates^" and  of  a  "limit  beyond  which  the  expenditure  is 
not  permitted  to  pass  wilhoiit  the  consent  of  congress;"  but 
they  do  not  cite,  nor  refuM"  lo  the  law,  because  no  such  law 
exists  They  accuse  the  postmaster  general  of  not  complying 
with  the  39th  section  of  the  post  office  law,  though  their  own 
nrinled  documents  show  that  it  has  been  literally  complied  with 
evi-rv  year  for  the  last  five  years.  They  complain  because  the 
ediinV'of  a  newspaper,  friendly  to  the  administration,  has  what 
is  called  the  newspaper  privilege,  meaning  the  privilege  of  car- 
rviii-' new-papers  out  of  the  mail,  lhoui;h  it  is  a  privilege  ex- 
nre^'^ly  provided  for  by  law,  and  they  knew  that  it  was  also 
cnioyed  and  extensively  practised  by  several  editors  on  tlieir 
own  •'ide  of  the  quer^tion.  They  refer  to  a  confidential  report  of 
the  postmaster  <j;eneral  to  the  senate,  in  a  tnanner  calculated  to 
m:>ke  the  impression  that  I  wish  to  conceal  the  nature  of  the 
expenditures,  when  that  report  was  made  confidential  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  senate. 

They  notice  a  difference  between  the  sum  of  the  several  con- 
Uacts  as  ?iated  in  the  Blue  Book  and  the  ffum  given  m  my  nn- 
nual  report  to  the  ptesideni,  amounting  to  40,396  dollars  a  year. 


They  allege,  tlrat  one  statement  gives  the  annual  stipulated 
prices  for  contracts  in  September  1833,  and  that  it  differs  from 
another  statement  of  the  annual  stipulated  amount  of  contracts 
in  November  1833,  to  tlie  amount  of  40,396  dollars.  This  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  changes  made  in  contracts  in  the  United 
Slates,  between  September  and  the  30ih  November,  1833,  to- 
gether with  many  other  alterations  and  allowances  which  had 
been  made  prior  to  September,  but  vvhicii  had  not  been  entered 
on  the  contracts  when  the  statement  was  made  out  for  the 
Blue  Book. 

And  the  reason  why  an  "answer  to  the  call  of  the  senate  for 
a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  transportation  and  extra  allow- 
ances omitted  in  the  Blue  Book"  has  not  been  made,  is,  that 
soon  after  that  resolution  was  passed,  it,  together  with  oiher 
calls  of  a  similar  character,  was  superseded  by  the  subsequent 
resolution  of  the  senate  empowering  tlie  committee  on  p(jst  of- 
fices and  post  roads,  to  make  inquiry  and  investigation  them- 
selves, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  com- 
mittee omitted,  in  their  investigations  at  the  department,  to  call 
the  attention  of  myself  or  any  other  officer  of  the  department, 
lo  the  omissions  in  the  Blue  Book, — no  doubt  because  they  had 
become  aware,  from  what  they  had  ascertained  themselves, 
that  the  items  could  be  satisfactorily  given,  and  any  supposed 
discrepancy  distinctly  explained. 

They  stated  thai  the  expenses  of  travelling  agents  for  the  de- 
partment, were  paid  by  tiie  postmaster  in  New  York,  "and 
then  the  charges  covered  and  concealed  under  the  name  of  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York." 
Tliis  allegation  is  entirely  foreign   from  the  truth;  for  there  is 
not  in  the  department  such  an  account  as  "-the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York,"  nor  of  any 
oilier  post  office.     The  account  of  ^Hncidental  expenses"  is  com- 
mon to  the  whole  deparlment,  and  not  proper  to  any  one  post 
otBce;  and  the  charges  of  which  they  speak  are  all  entered  in 
that  account,  and  a  copy  of  that  account  reported  lo  the  senate, 
referred  to  the  committee,  and  printed  with  their  report.    They 
had  the  means  of  comparing  it  with  the  entries  in   the  books, 
and   with  the  original  accounts   and   vouchers.     They   foimd 
nothing  wrong,  and  therefore  resorled  to  direct  misstatement, 
without  even  a  coloring  of  truth  for  its  mantle.    The  same 
they  have  done  in  their  statement  of  extra  allowances  to  con- 
tractors.   In  the  case  of  one  individual,  Mr.  Reeside,  they  have 
slated  his  extra  allowances  to  be  upwards  of  37,000  dollars  a 
year  more  than  what  they  really  are.     This  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  credit  due  to  their  allegations,  in  relation  to  allowances  aa 
well  as  other  matters.     So  in  their  remarks  upon  the  accounts 
of  Messrs.  True  &  Greene;  they  allege  that  the  statement  in  the 
Blue  Book  is  incorrect;  and  to  sustain  them  in  the  positioi*, 
they  show  that  their  printing  account  amounted  to  precisely 
what  is  stated  in  the  Blue  Book,  but  that  the  paper  also  was 
purchased  by  the  de|)artinent,  and  should  lh(;refore  l>e  counted 
as  a  part  of  tiie  expense  of  printing.     It  is  the  uniform  custom 
of  the   department,  to   furnish   paper  for   the   printing  of  the 
blanks,  and  to  allow  the  printers  a  certain  sum  per  ream  for 
printing  them.     This  was  the  case  with  True  &.  Greene,  and 
with  others  employed  for  that  purpose.    They  purchased  the 
paper  by  direction  of  the  department,  and  charged  the  depart- 
nieni  with  it  in  their  account.    The  printing  was  a  distinct 
charge,  and  ihe  amount  is  noted  in  the   Blue  Book  as  the  sun* 
paid  for  printing.     Tlieir  other  remarks  concerning  printing,  are 
(jnile  as  foreign  from  candor  and  correctness. 

Their  intermedling  with  private  and  individual  concerns,  and 
llieir  attempts,  by  false  coloring,  insinuations,  and  inuendocs, 
lo  injure  private  character,  are  unworthy  ihe  respect  whicli 
their  official  station  is  calculated  to  give  them.  Tlieir  effort  to 
blast  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Reeside,  has  been  successfully  re- 
pelled by  him,  and  made  to  recoil  upon  the  principle  actor  in 
this  disgraceful  attack.  Their  inquisitorial  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  my  own  private  business — their  personal  insinuations 
— their  attack  upon  my  private  character — are  the  more  proper 
subjects  of  individual  responsibility;  and  I  must  consider  them 
entirely  beneath  any  official  regard  or  public  refutation. 

My  official  acts  belong  to  my  counliy;  and  whether  their  ten- 
dency has  been  the  promotion  of  the  public  good,  I  cheerfully 
submit  to  the  decision  of  my  fellow-citizens,  f  make  no  pre- 
tension to  infallability,  but  my  errors,  whatever  they  may  have 
been,  have  not  resulted  from  design.  Our  national  domain  is 
extended  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  norlh  to  the  plains  of 
perpetual  foliage  in  the  south;  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the 
east,  to  the  Rocky  mountains  on  the  w(;st.  Clashing  interest 
and  sectional  prejudices  can  be  counteracted  only  by  safe  and 
speedy  intercourse.  Every  imiirovemeni  which  tends  to  short- 
en the  time  of  espistolary  correspondence,  and  to  expedite  and 
facilitate  the  traveller  in  his  transitions  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another,  is  like  bringing  the  distant  parts  nearer  to- 
gether; and  while  it  strengthens  the  bonds  of  friendship,  in- 
crease intelligence,  and  affords  convenience  to  the  man  of  busi- 
ness, it  do(;s  more  to  cetnent  our  union  than  any  other  consi- 
deration of  interest  or  safety.  This  end  I  have  kepi  constantly 
ill  view.  Whether  I  have,  been  in  any  degree  successful,  th« 
public  will  judge.  The  vindictive  course  pursued  by  my  ene- 
mies,— made  so  by  the  rancor  of  party  violence  alone, — the  un- 
just, unlawful,  atid  unprincipled  manner  in  which  they  have 
conducted  their  investigations, — has  induced  me  to  address  n>y- 
self  to  the  public,  by  whoiti  I  shall  be  indulged  with  a  hearing; 
and  when  the  facts  shall  be  known  and  understood,  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  sei)ii«ionl  t  shall  checdully  submit. 


W.  T.  BARRY. 


tMHaMBBMl 


■BMMaaniii 


JVIL.ES'  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Fourth  series.  No.  21— Vol.  X.]     BALTIMORE,  JULY  19,  1834.    [Vol.  XLVI.  Whole  No.  1,191. 


THE  PAST— THE  PRESENT— FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


EDITED,    PRINTED   AND    PUBLISHED    BY    H.  NILKS,  AT   $5   PER   ANNUM,    PAYABLE   IN   ADVANCE. 


The  present  sheet  contains  a  large  assortment  of  vari- 
ous and  interesting  matter.  To  be  sure,  our  first  pur- 
pose is  to  make  a  record  of  public  documents,  and  other 
important  public  proceedings,  but,  now  and  then,  we  aie 
much  i)leased  in  being  able  to  present  a  miscellaneous 
collection  of  articles. 


common  purposes  of  man,  in  agriculture*  and  the  arts^ 
and  tlie  attaii-s  of  domestic  life.  The  sun  never  shone 
upon  a  country  more  prosperous  than  was  our  own,  a  little 
while  ago.  We  would  rather  have  diminished,  than  have 
increased,  the  capital  and  credits  of  banks;  but  \>hiltr 
that  _^rea;  balajice  ivheel,  the  bank  of  the  Unite  d  Suues, 
had  fair  play,  no  general  or  very  serious  injtiiy  v/asan- 
We  publish  some  more  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  I  ticipated.     If  paper  money  had  a  tendency  to   raise  the 


session  of  congress,  and  intend,  as  room  can  be  conve 
riiently  obtained,  to  insert  all  the  acts  that  are  generally 
interesting.  They  will  be  useful  for  common  reference. 
The  act  appropriating  $5,000,  to  make  experiments  for 
the  safety  of  the  steam  engine,  it  is  thought,  may  embar- 
rass some  of  the  strict  construers  of  the  constitution,  for 
its  principle  would  extend  to  an  appropriation  of  five 
millions — but  we  think  that  there  is  poAver  in  the  general 
government  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States — if  to  the  making  of  *'light  houses  in  the 
skies,"  as  Mr.  RitchiehaA  it,  to  subserve  the  purposes 
of  practical  science,  and  y)romote  the  public  good. 

W^e  have  received  and  read,  with  much  interest,  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  aftairs,  presented  to 
the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont, 
on  the  20th  May  last — to  which  was  attached  two  im- 
portant bills  that  have  since  become  laws.  The  latter 
are  laid  off  for  our  next  paper,  and  the  report  itself  shall 
be  given  hereafter — for  the  subject  is  one  that  deeply  in- 
terests the  best  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  Mr.  Everett  has  handled  it  in  a  masterlv  manner. 


We  publish  certain  useful  and  important  tabular  state- 
ments, concerning  the.  general  condition  of  the  sfate 
banks,  compiled  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  from  materials  col^ected  by  Mr. 
Wilde,  and  published  by  order  of  the  house. 

These  statements  are,  probably,  more  accurate  than  any 
others  that  have  been  yet  laid  before  the  public,  but  still 
are  defective,  as  needs  must  be  expected;  and  present 
only  a  general  view  of  the  real  condition  ef  the  banks  in 
the  several  states;  but  persons  who  desire  to  understand 
the  subject,  must  closely  examine  the  reported  demands 
against  and  resources  of  the  banks,  and  compare  the  two, 
for  themselves. 

The  aggregates  offer  much  matter  for  serious  reflec- 
tion. ItissheWn,  among  other  things,  that  (including  the 
new  banks,  tho'  not  carried  out)  credits  to  the  amount  of 
more  than /bwr  hundred  millions,  were  maintained,  or  sus- 
tained, by  a  specie  capital  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  mil- 
lions. Such  is  credit — such  is  the  currency,  with 
which  unskilful  men  have  violently  interfered  and  de- 
ranged. Public  confidence  had  expanded  less  than  thirty 
millions  in  specie  or  "specie  funds"  including  that  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,*  into  nearly  or  about  j?-ue 
hundred  mWWous  of  credits,  at  or  in  all  the  banks,  which 
large  sum  was  just  as  useful  in  business  operations  as 
though  such  an  amount  of  gold  had  been  deposited  with 
us — and,  indeed,  more  useful,  because  more  easily  and 
cheaply  transferred  from  one  person  or  place  to  another 
— and  hence  the  mighty  march  of  this  republic  in  popu- 
lation, wealth  and  power,  through  a  successful  indus- 
try, aided  by  roads,  canals,  bridges,  steamboats  and  wa- 
gons, and  thousands  of  applications  of  science   to  the 

*At  the  triennial  meeting  of  the  stoci<holders  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  held  1st  September,  1831,  the  responsibi- 
lities of  the  bank  to  the  pnblic,  for  capital,  circulation,  de- 
posites,  dividends  unclaimed,  profits  earned,  &c.  &c.  amount- 
ed to  $82,165,578,  and  the  specie  on  hand  to  )t^11,545,116.  The 
responsibilities  of  the  hank  have  been  considerably  reduced, 
and  the  specie  on  hand  increased,  since  then,  but  we  cannot 
just  now  refer  to  a  statement  shewing  the  pariiculars. 

These  things  are  stated  to  shew,  that,  wliile  the  local  hanks 

bad  400  millionsof  responsibilities  based  on  less  than  20  millions 

of  specie,  that  is,  20  to  one— the  rate  of  the  hank  of  the  United 

States  was  only  a  little  over  7  to  one— or  as  82  millions  to  lU. 
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price  of  commodities,  it  also  advanced  the  prit(:  of  labor, 
by  bringing  it  into  greater  demand;  and  thus  the  profits 
of  bankers  were  distributed  into  the  families  of  the  la- 
boring ])oor,  adding  to  their  comfort — the  chief  property 
which  they  had  fin  their  capacity  to  labor  J,  being  pro- 
tected; agriculture,  too,  daily  extended  its  important 
operations,  and  about  ten  thousand  new  houses  were  an- 
nually building  in  our  chief  cities  and  towns,  and  every 
man,  as  it  were,  if  able  and  willing  to  work,  had  em- 
ployment, and  might  eat  the  bread  of  independence.  So 
"things  were."  But  an  "experiment"  is  now  going  on, 
and  its  end  may,  perhaps,  be  partially  calculated  from 
the  fruits  which  it  has  already  produced  in  suddenly  con- 
tracting the  currency,  and  paralizing  the  business  and  re- 
ducing the  profits  of  the  laboring  classes. 

These  are  mere  hints  on  important  things,  as  to  the 
power  and  eff'ect  of  credit  on  the  prosperity  of  a  coun- 
tiy,  a7id  the  facility  ivhich  it  affords  to  the  creation  and 
CIRCULATION  OF  REAL  YALUES — as  in  the  following,  for  a 


*A  much  valued  friend  wiiose  deliberate  opinions  are  always 
entitled  to  high  respect,  and  who  is  also  well  acquainted  with 
the  business  of  agriculture,  as  it  was  and  is,  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion proposed  by  us,  said,  that  the  labor  of  cultivatibn,  as  com- 
pared with  its  products  in  the  United  States,  was  reduced  one 
fourlh  within  30  or  35  years,  by  more  correct  rotations  of  crops, 
the  use  of  plaster  and  growth  of  cloverj  and  the  greal^  improv- 
ed instruments  and  tools  used  by  farmers  to  prepare  their 
grounds  and  secure  theircrops,  ocHn  facilities  afforded  in  sending 
to  market.  Now  this  reduced  \Sbox,  is,  in  one  way  or  another, 
no'matter  how,  a  clear  gain  to  the  annually  productive  wealth 
of  the  county,  and  is  of  a  mighty  amount.  The  same  results 
will  be  found  in  the  examination  of  almost  any  other  branch  of 
the  national  industry — or  rather,  in  most  branches,  at  a  much 
higher  rate.  Take  an  example — when  money  was  worth  about 
twice  as  much  as  it  now  is,  (for  money,  like  every  thing  else,  has 
its  price),  the  cost  of  trans-portations  from  the  Atlantic  cities 
to  the  western  waters,  and  even  not  very  long  ago,  was  at  the 
rate  of  5  or  6  cents  per  lb.  Now  the  cost  is  |  a  l^  cents  per  lb. 
The  difference  is  also  a  clear  gain.  But  this  is  not  all.  The 
journey  iVoin  Baltimore  to  New  York,  for  another  example,  is 
often  made  in  less  than  one  day,  or  24  hours,  and  without  fa- 
tigue— it  required  from  3  to  4  days,  with  much  fatigue;  and  the 
difference  in  the  expendiliire  of  time  and  strength  passes  into 
the 'general  profits  that  *are  added  to  tiie  nation's  capital — for 
"time  is  money,"  and  the  ability  to  labor,  or  do  business,  is  also 
"money." 

Suppose  another  case.  The  exchanges  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  offices,  with  each  other,  or  other  distant 
banks  or  places,  amount  to  about  250  millions  a  year,  the  ave- 
rage expense  of  which  Is  less  (to  the  public'),  than  one-tertth  of 

one  per  cent. but  say  250,000  dollars.     The  average  distance 

of  the  places  at  which  such  exchanges  are  consummated,  may 
be  some  where  between  300  and  500  miles— say  300.  If  the 
same  amount  of  business  was  to  be  done  by  specie,  whethtr 
gold  or  silver,  the  cost  and  risk  of  the  transportations  would 
certainly  exceed  two  per  cent,  and  amount  to  five  millions  of 
dollars.  Now,  the  4,750,000  dollars  saved  in  the  monncr  stated, 
and  in  tlie  facts  proposed,  is  as  much  added  to  the  public 
wealth  as  though  so  large  an  amount  in  gold  was  digged  out  of 
the  bowels  of  the  earth — for  the  labor  and  time  expended  in 
such  transportations  are  devoted  to  other  purposes,  and  made 
productive,  instead  of  being  only  useful,  as  if  so  expended  such 
labor  and  time  would  be.  Production,  only,  increases  values. 
T'hus — if  it  required  a  certain  number  of  men  and  horses  to 
transport  a  certain  weight  in  silver  a  given  distance  to  pay  a 
debt,  which  might  just  as  well  be  paid  by  a  draught  costing 
only  25  cents,  perhaps,  for  postage— and  the  labor  of  such  men 
and  horses  was  appropriated  to  the  making  of  corn  or  cotton,  an 
increased  value  must  follow  it — but  the  transport  of  the  silver, 
in  this  instance,  added  nothing  to  its  general  value:  yet  if  silver 
were  a  native  production,  the  transport  may  as  well  enter  into 
its  value  as  the  cost  of  digging  it — for  silver,  just  the  same  a» 
dour,  must  be  carried  to  its  market. 
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single  instance  out  of  a  thousand:  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  has  reduced  the  cost  of  transporting  a  bar- 
rel of  flour  to  market,  say  50  cents;  here  is  a  substantial 
benefit  either  to  the  growers  of  wheat  or  consumers  of 
flour,  or  is  divided  between  them- — and  the  labor  that 
was  formerly  expended  in  the  transportation  of  this  flour 
si  now  applied  to  making  more  wheat — and  so  there  is  a 
clear  gain:  but  whether  the  rail  road  was  made  by  the 
expenditure  of  gold,  or  use  of  credit,  has  no  sortof  efftct 
on  the  benefits  conferred  by  it.  The  only  thing  to  be 
considered  is,  whether  tlie  gold  or  the  credit  was  right- 
fully, and  prudently,  and  honestly  used.  Credit  may  run 
wild,  and  sometimes  does — and  siiould  always  be  care- 
fully watched:  but,  being  established,  it  should  be  med- 
dled with  only  after  the  most  deliberate  and  cool  obser- 
vation of  its  actual  condition;  and  sudden  appreciations 
or  depreciations  of  the  value  of  money  should  ahoays  be 
avoided,  if  possible:  Either  may  be  used  to  advance  the 
interests  of  designing  and  dishonest  men — but  the  public 
sufters  by  either,  and  especially  the  working  people. 


Money,  to  those  who  need  it,  and  have  the  courage 
and  credit  to  borrow  it,  is  becoming  more  plentiful 
than  it  was — and  chiefly  for  the  strong,  but  melancholy, 
reason,  that  most  persons  have  restrained  their  expen- 
ditures, and  that  new  enterprises  are  entered  upon  slowly, 
and  with  the  greatest  caution.  Hence  we  use  the  word 
"courage'' — and  most  persons  now,  before  they  sign  a 
note,  closely  calculate  the  fact  that  it  will  run  to  its  ma- 
turity! On  this  account,  we  understand  that  the  banks 
are  not  much  over-burthened  with  ofl^eringsof  such  paper 
as  they  are  willing  to  accept.  But  money  has  a  sluggish 
circulation,  unless  in  borrowings  to  pay  borrowed  mo- 
ney, or  to  meet  old  and  imperative  engagements,  and  the 
usual  remittances,  or  ordinary  collections,  are  exceed- 
ingly diminished,  as  well  as  the  general  amount  of  sales 
for  cash,  or  on  credit.  An  unpleasant  economy  has  been 
forced  on  the  people— and  the  wages  of  the  laboring 
classes,  if  not  diminished,  are  less  promptly  paid  than 
heretofore,  and  many  are  totally  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. All  these  things  have  a  direct  tendency  to  make 
money  plenty  in  the  banks,  though  scarce  with  the  pub- 
lic; and  the  progress  of  improvement  is  retarded,  and 
advances  in  wealth  obstructed,  in  a  very  serious  manner 
— for  it  is  on  an  excited  industry  that  these  depend. 

To  present  one  example  of  what  is  just  suggested,  it 
may  be  safely  said,  we  think,  that  at  least  500,000  dol- 
lars more  were  expended  on  new  buildings,  in  Balti- 
more and  its  viciuit}',  last  year,  than  will  be  expended 
in  the  present  year.  This  whole  value  is  not  lost  to  the 
public,  for  some  of  the  working  people  are  engaged  in 
other  pursuits — but  a  large  part  of  the  sum  is  lost,  and 
forever,  for  lost  ti7ne  cannot  be  regained.  And  such  is  the 
general  stagnation  of  business,  that  the  people,  in  general, 
whether  of  the  laboring  or  dealing  classes,  would  be 
quite  content  to  end  the  present  year  in  as  good  circum- 
stances as  they  commenced  it,  suftering  a  loss  of  those 
profits  which  their  industry  ought  to  have  enabled  them 
to  set  aside,  or  use,  for  the  making  of  other  profits  on 
increased  capitals  employed.  But  it  may  be  said  that  we 
over-built,  last  year — that  did  not  appear  in  the  fact  that 
every  new  house  was  swiftly  occupied;  but  now  a  good 
many  are  empty,  and  persons  are  seeking  i-ediiced  rents, 
at  the  cost  of  some  conveniences  which  they  have  here- 
tofore enjoyed.  All  such  things  lessen  the  demand  for 
money,  at  the  banks-— but  render  money  more  scarce 
among  the  productive  people. 

The  Pennsylvania  state  loan  of  1,655,000  dollars,  has 
been  taken  at  $5  03  premium  on  every  100  dollars.  The 
loan  of  last  year  sold  for  13  dollars  premium,  if  we  re- 
collect rightly.  But  the  late  sale  of  the  loan,  even  at 
the  reduced  premium,  shews  that  the  banks  and  money- 
ed individuals  are  again  able  to  lend.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States  too,  (as  will  be  seen  by  an  interesting  cor- 
respondence inserted  in  a  subsequent  page),  having  se- 
cured a  lofty  position,  and  being  able,  seems  also  wil- 
ling, to  use  its  means  for  the  public  relief. 

We  have  prepared,  and  expect  to  publish  in  our  next 
paper,  a  condensed  and  co7npar(Uive  statement  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
years  ending  30th  September,  1831,  1832  and  1833.     It 


will  be  of  much  present  usefulness,  and  of  unusual  inter- 
est, when  the  tables  for  1834  shall  be  published. 

For  some  time  past,  New  York  has  been  the  seat  of  a 
few  persons  calling  themselves  "abolitionists,"  who  con- 
tend for  the  immediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and 
affect  to  desire  an  amalgamation   between  the  whites  and 
blacks,  &CC.     They  are  also  bitterly  opposed  to  the  colo- 
nization project,  and  have  done  all   that  they  could  to 
bring  it  into  disrepute,  especially  with  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  chiefly  designed — the  free  people  of  color. 
And  as,  like  other  enthusiasts,  the  abolitionists  carried 
every  thing  into  extremes,   they  brought  about  several 
agitations  in  the  city,  and  caused  a  good  deal  of  ill-blood 
to   be  engendered — their  zeal  and  temerity  standing  in 
the  place  of  numbers,  and  some  unpleasant  discussions 
took  place.     It  is  difficult  enough  to  keep  the  ignorant 
and  easily  excited  colored  population  in  due  bounds — but 
every  violent  movement  made  in  their  behalf  has  an  in- 
evitable tendency  to  injure  them.     They  are  an  unhappy 
class  of  men,  and  no  rational  hope  can  be  entertained  Uiat 
their  condition  may  be  substantially  improved    in  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  prejudice  that  prevails 
against  their  color.     They  cannot  throw  off"  their  caste. 
VVhy  then  rouse  them  into  discontents!     Why  stand  so 
exceedingly  opposed  to  the  colonization  project,  which 
has  for  its  object  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  those 
who  embrace  it — and  affords  opportunities  for  some  to 
obtain  rank  in  society  as  intelligent  Ireemen,  which  is 
unattainable  with  us?     We  see  no   sort  of  reason  why 
these  proceedings  should  have  been  had  in  New  York, 
which  is  not  a  slave-holding  state — nor  any  possible  good 
to  result  from  the  acts  of  the  abolitionists,  but  much  of 
evil. 

The  discussion  just  referred  to  prepared  the  way  for 
the  unhappy  and  disgraceful  events  that  happened  last 
week,  a  detailed  account  of  Wiiich  will  be  found  record- 
ed in  subsequent  pages.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a 
series  of  wild  riots — tl)at  the  great  city  of  New  York 
was  under  the  dominion  of  a  mob — that  houses  were  at- 
tacked and  property  destroyed  at  will,  and  that  a  resort 
was  had  to  military  force  to  support  the  law.  The  folly 
of  the  fanatics  affords  no  excuse  for  these  things,  and  the 
attacks  made  on  some  of  the  people  of  color,  and  upon 
their  churches,  were  highly  repreherisible.  Order  has 
been  restored,  however,  and  we  hope  that  the  public 
peace  will  not  be  again  disturbed.  But  those  who  excite 
the  public  feeling,  or  in  any  wise  cause  gatherings  of 
mobs,  ought  to  recollect  that  it  is  much  easier  to  produce 
than  to  guide  or  subdue  the  popular  frenzy,  which  has 
but  little  discretion,*  and  is  influenced  chiefly  by  the 
presence  of  a  power  able  and  willing  to  punish  offences 
against  the  law. 


We  meet  with  the  following  in  the  papers,  as  copied 
from  the  Boston  "Liberator,"  a  paper  that  we  do  not 
see.  It  is  added  that  the  editor  vouches  for  the  character 
of  the  advertiser,  and  certifies  that  he  is  serious  in  his 
proposals,  and  is  actuated  by  disinterested  and  generous 
motives: 

A  friend  of  equal  rights,  is  convinced  that  our  colored  brethren 
and  iisters  are  eiililled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  are 
claimed  by  the  whiles;  that  prejudice  against  color  is  extreme- 
ly absurd;  and  that  as  long  as  this  prejudice  exists,  its  viclims 
will  feel  the  yoke  of  oppression  crusliing  them  to  the  earth.  He 
takes  the  liberty  also  to  stale,  (being  himself  what  is  termed  a 
white  man),  should  he  meet  with  a  suitable  opportunity,  he  is 
convinced,  that  it  would  be  his  duly,  as  it  is  his  determination 
to  bear  testimony  against  this  prejudice  by  marrying  a  colored 
woman!!! 

Information  wonld  be  thankfully  received  of  any  young,  re- 
spectable and  intelligent  colored  woman,  (entirely  or  cliiefly  of 
African  descent),  who  would  be  willing  to  endure  the  insults 
and  reproaches  that  would  be  heaped  upon  her  for  beiug  the 
partner  of  a  white  man;  and  who  is  either  in  low  circumstances 
or  would  be  willing  to  cede  all  she  has  or  may  have  of  this 

*The  following,  however,  is  an  evidence  of  discretion  that 
we  feel  much  pleasure  in  recording — 

The  mob  that  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  licvvis  Tappan,  on 
Wednesday  night,  were  for  a  moment  arrested  in  their  work  of 
destruction  upon  the  furniture  by  the  discovery,  thai  they  were 
about  committing  to  the  flames  the  "likeness  of  Washington." 
A  general  cry  was  sent  forth— "it  is  Washim^ton—m  the  name 
of  God  dnn'tburn  Washington."  The  painting  was  thereupon 
borne  off  in  triumph  by  the  populace,  and  .^afely  deposited  in  a 
neighboring  house.  [N.  Y.  Commercial. 
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world's  goods,  to  the  American  Anti-Slavery  eociety,  that  the 
mouths  of  gain-sayers  may  be  stopped.  Itil'ormation  sent  by 
letter  (post  paid)  to  E.  K.  West  Cliester,  Penn.  will  meet  with 
due  attention. 

We  wish  that  the  gentleman  may  soon  get  a  wife — in 
fl^/ respects  answering  his  wishes,  and  that  we  may  have 
the  honor  of  Announcing  his  marriage.  Persons  so  tlii- 
valric  ought  not  to  be  tliwarled  in  their  desires! 

On  the  subject  of  colored  persons  we  meet  with  the 
following  paragraph,  from  anollicr  paper— 

Tlie  free  colored  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  who  have 
established  a  colony  at  Wilberforce,  U[tpt' r  Canada,  have  pub- 
lished an  invitation  lor  other  similar  persons  to  join  them. — 
They  represent  that  their  location  is  healthy  and  pleusant;  tliat 
the  land  is  cheap  and  good;  that  manufactures  are  advancing; 
and  thai  the  means  ofobtaining  are  great.  They  invite  parents 
to  send  their  children  ther*"-  for  tuition,  suggesting  that  board, 
washing,  mending  and  schooling  can  be  had  for  $1  50  per  week. 

There  is  much  feeling  on  account  of  the  mutilation  of 
the  figure-head  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  and  we  fear 
that  it  may  be  turned  into  an  important  public  concern, 
(though  probably  the  uncounselled  and  unassisted  act  of  a 
solitary  individual,  jet  unknown),  througli  the  indiscre- 
tion of  political  parties!!!  One  of  these  laughs  immo- 
derately at  the  proceeding,  and  the  other  is  immoderate- 
ly angry  about  it;  and  some  are  crawling  enough  to  com- 
pare it  with  the  personal  attack  that  was  made  on  the 
president,  by  ex-lieutenant  Randolph,  of  the  navy.  If 
these  had  lived  in  the  days  of  Tdl,  they  would  have 
found  no  difficulty  in  bowing  to  the  cap  of  Gessler,  in  the 
market  place,  or  in  bumping  their  heads  nine  times  on 
the  ground,  if  required.  There  is  no  relation  between 
the  two  cases;  and  thousands  who  would  defend  the  per- 
son of  the  president  at  the  risk  of  their  own  lives,  see 
no  great  harm  in  sawing  off  the  head  of  a  wooden  image. 

We  think  that  tlie  placing  of  the  figure  of  the  president 
on  the  stem  of  the  frigate,  was  decidedly  wrong — for  rea- 
sons heretofore  assigned;  and  we  also  think  that  the  mu- 
tilation of  the  figure  was  wrong,  being  an  offence  against 
law.  But  do  not  suppose  that  the  latter  hurt  the  presi- 
dent much!  We  have,  ourselves,  in  high  tariff  and  anti- 
tariff  times,  been  several  times  burned' — in  effigy;  at  the 
moment  of  doing  which,  most  probably,  we  felt  ^^as  cold 
as  a  cucumber" — and,  certainly,  had  a  hearty  laugh  at 
a  bill  of  expenses  (forwarded  from  Alabama),  which  we 
were  requested  to  paj^  for  the  honor  conferred  in  burning 
our  figure,  clad  in  homespun  clothes! 

No  discovery  has  been  made  of  the  head,  or  of  the  be- 
header — >whose  adroitness  and  courage  was  equally  re- 
markable. Rumor,  however,  says  that  it  Avas  the  act  of  a 
boy,  without  counsel  or  assistant — that  he  was  two  hours 
engaged  in  the  work,  during  all  which  he  heard  the  tread 
of  the  sentinels,  tliough  it  rained  in  torrents;  and  some 
particulars  are  given,  as  to  his  operations.  How  Avere 
they  known? 

Mr.  Ritchie  has  a  good  deal  of  matter  "about  and 
about''  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Stevenson;  but,  so  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  has  not  yet  said  one  word  concerning 
certain  extracts  from  some  of  his  own  private  letters, 
which,  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  were  laid  before 
the  senate,  and  published!  Many  desire  to  know  ivhy 
such  strange  proceedings  were  resorted  to,  and  have  ex- 
pected to  hear  from  Mr.  Ritchie  on  the  subject.  We 
do  not  see  any  right  or  reasori  for  introducing  Mr.  Rit- 
chie''s  notions  to  the   senate- 

This  matter  is  referred  to,  by  way  of  answer  to  several 
inquiries  made  of  us.  Mr.  Tyler  is  said  to  be  the  mem- 
ber who  laid  the  papers  before  the  senate,  probably  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Stevenson  himself. 

Since  the  commencement  of  president  Jackson''s  ad- 
ministration, he  has  appointed  eighteen  new  members  of 
the  "cabinet" — to  wit,  four  secretaries  of  state,  five  se- 
cretaries of  the  treasury,  two  secretaries  of  war,  three 
secretaries  of  the  navy,  three  attorneys  general,  and  one 
postmaster  general. 

In  president  Adams''  administration  he  made  on\y  fotir 
new  appointments  of  members  of  the  "cabinet" — one  se- 
cretary of  state,  in  his  o'wii  place,  one  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  place  of  Mr.  Craivford  who  declined  a  con- 
tinuance, and  two  secretaries  of  w  ar;  one  of  the  latter  to 


supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  elected  vico  president 
He  found  Messrs.  Southard,  IVirt  and  jyicJjean  in  office, 
and  tliey  remained — though  the  latter  was  0])posed  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  A.  The  postmaster  general,  however, 
was  not  then  a  member  of  tlie  cabinet,  and  it  is  a  subject 
of  mucii  regret  that  tiiat  officer  was  ever  introduced  into 
it. 

Tlie  Philadel[>hia  "Sentinel"  says — 

"The  editois  of  the  National  Intelligencer  slate  that 
JMartin  Gordon,  '}v.  whose  nomination,  as  collector  of  the 
l)ort  of  New  Orleans,  was  rejected  by  the  senate,  will 
not  have  attained  tl»e  age  of  majority  until  the  13th  of 
next  month.  They  assert  this  on  the  authority  of  a  copy 
ol  the  register  of  his  ba])tism  in  their  possession.  This, 
of  course,  affords  a  plausible  ground  of  attack  on  the  ])re- 
sident,  who  is  represented  as  either  disregarding  pro- 
priety and  fitness  in  his  ai)pointments,  or  as  intending  to 
affront  the  senate;  when  tlie  truth  most  ]»robably  is  that 
the  president  had  no  other  knowledge  of  tlie  young  man, 
or  his  age,  than  was  derived  from  the  misrepresentations 
of  friends." 

It  is  a  fact,  that  the  junior  Gordon  is  yet  an  "infant" 
in  law — but  who  was  it  tliat  dared  to  "misrepresent"  his 
case  to  the  president,  and  induce  him  to  nominate  a  boy 
for  the  office  of  collector  at  the  important  port  of  New 
Orleans? 

The  "Sentinel,"  in  its  vindication,  has  suggested  the 
startling  fact,  that  persons  are  thus  permitted  to  misre- 
present things  to  the  president.  The  naming  of  the  son, 
after  the  rejection  of  the  father,  (and  for  the  same  office)^ 
was  sufficiently  extraordinary,  without  a  concealment  of 
the  fact  that  the  son  was  a  child:  incapable  even  of  a  just 
administration  of  a  "custom  house  oath." 

There  has  been  a  great  excitement  in  Baltimore  with 
respect  to  the  election  of  directors  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland,  and  for  tiie  support  or  rejection  of  Thomas 
Ellicott,  esq.  as  president  thereof. 

The  election  was  held  on  Monday  last,  and  the  hoard 
of  directors,  chosen  by  a  large  majority,  with  great  una- 
nimity, on  the  following  day,  elected  Hugh  JV.  Evansy 
esq.  president,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ellicott. 

A  better  or  more  popular  selection,  we  think,  could 
not  have  been  made,  to  supply  the  vacancy  caused. 

The  Union  bank  is  the  deposite  bank  in  this  city. 
Though  the  question,  as  to  the  directory,  did  not  rest  up- 
on political  considerations — it  was  noted  that  among  the 
most  zealous  of  Mr.  EUicott's  opponents  were  certain  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  of  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  have  heard  many  reasons  assigned,  or  speculations 
offered,  for  the  excitement  and  proceedings  just  mention- 
ed, but  cannot  meddle  with  them;  though  it  is  probable 
that  some  developments  will  be  made  that  we  shall  feel 
it  a  duty  to  record. 

There  is  much  buzzing  about  the  proceedings  of  the 
grand  jury,  (lately  in  session  some  six  or  eight  weeks), 
which  are  supposed  to  relate  to  the  doings  of  several  in- 
dividuals, as  connected  with  the  business  of  certain  in- 
stitutions that  lately  failed  in  this  city — concerning  some 
of  whom  strange  things  are  reported. 

Concerning  the  experiment  on  the  currency,  the  New 
York  '-Commercial  Advertiser"  said — 

The  administration  presses  continue  to  assert  that  there  is 
no  pressure — that  the  experiment  works  well — and  that  the  pet 
banks  perform  all  that  was  required  of  the  United  States  bank 
witliout  loss  or  inconvenience  to  individuals,  and  with  equal 
facility.  Although  they  and  every  body  else  know  better,  yet 
this  forms  no  hindrance  to  its  constant  repetition.  Their  hardi- 
hood is  an  overmatch  for  truth.  To  refute  for  the  fortieth  time 
their  gross  misrepresentations,  we  state  that  we  this  day  saw  a 
bill  drawn  by  a  judge  of  the  Arkansas  territory,  for  part  of  hia 
salary,  on  the  treasury  department  at  Washington,  for  $300, 
under  protest!!  The  clerk,  on  refusing  payment,  said  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  a  draft  on  Natchez,  (attended  with  three  per 
cent,  loss  to  the  drawer),  and  this  offer  is  entered  on  the  pro- 
test! 

With  reference  to  the  fact  state-d  in  the  preceding,  anc] 
to  an  article  on  the  subject  published  in  the  "Globe"—' 
the  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Tuesday  last  observes-— 

The  "experiment^'  is  in  etiect  given  up  in  the  official  paper 
of  yesterday,  by  its  claiming  for  the  treasury  the  right  to  pay 
the  officers  of  the  government  in  aucb  money  as  it  may  have  in 
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the  pet  banks.  Thus  the  judges  in  Arkansas  are  to  be  paid  in 
drafts  on  the  deposite  bank  at  Natchez,  which  it  will  cost  them 
God  knows  how  much  per  cent,  to  get  cashed,  instead  of  being 
allowed  to  draw  for  their  salaries  as  heretofore,  because  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  the  public  money  at  that  point.  Why 
object  to  paying  them  here,  as  heretofore?  Because  the  state 
banks,  employed  as  deposite  banks,  cannot  transfer  the  public 
money  free  of  charge  wherever  they  are  wanted;  without  which 
capacity  they  are  utterly  inefficient  as  agents  to  receive  and  dis- 
burse the  revenue.  The  result  of  the  experiment  is  only  less 
vexatious  than  the  inability  to  pay  the  demands  upon  the  trea- 
sury any  where,  or  in  any  manner. 

The  state  banks  cannot  supply  an  "uniform  currency." 
It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  it,  tlirough  them.  There  may  be 
a  "right"  in  the  government  to  pay  its  officers  their  wages 
in  the  currency  of  the  places  at  which  they  are  earned, 
in  the  United  States — if  so  understood  by  the  parties;  but 
we  agree  that  the  claim  of  such  a  ri^ht  is  an  admission 
that  the  "experiment"  has  failed — and  how  it  happened 
that  any  respectable  man  thought  that  it  would  ever  suc- 
ceed, we  are  certainly  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  contains  a  clause,  forc- 
ed into  it  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  though  op- 
posed by  every  friend  of  the  administration  present,  one 
excepted,  which  declares,  that  no  payments  shall  be  made 
in  bank  notes  that  are  not  at  par  value  at  the  places  where 
payment  is  made.  There  was  a  greater  necessity  for 
this  clause  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  it  will  cor- 
rect some  great  and  growing  abuses.  We  see  it  mention- 
ed in  the  "Providence  Journal,"  that  the  crew  of  a  public 
vessel  of  war  were  lately  paid  off  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  in 
bills  of  banks  in  the  extreme  parts  of  N.  York,  and  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  which  they  were  compelled  to  make 
sale  of,  at  2  or  3  per  cent.  dis.  before  they  could  buy 
*'even  a  glass  of  grog. "  Tlie  same  paper  adds,  that  small 
checks  of  two,  three  and  five  dollars,  drawn  by  public 
officers  on  the  bank  of  the  JMetropoUs,  at  Washington, 
are  distributed  through  distant  parts  of  the  union,  and 
passed  off  in  the  payment  of  demands  against  the  general 
government!  These  are  queer  things — if  the  facts  are 
truly  stated,  and  we  think  that  they  are. 

Silk  has  been  advantageously  cultivated  in  Connecticut 
for  several  years,  and  the  cro/)  is  valuable.  There  is  much 
room  to  extend  this  business.  It  is  profitable,  and  ex- 
cellently well  fitted  for  the  employment  of  the  spare 
labor  of  women  and  children,  not  much  interfering,  or 
for  short  periods  only,  with  their  usual  avocations.  Two 
or  three  millions  of  dollars  might  be  easily,  and  without 
any  seeming  effort,  added  to  the  annual  creation  of  va- 
lues in  the  United  States,  from  this  source — an  amount 
exceeding  the  present  product  of  the  "national  treasure" 
in  the  gold  mines,  arid  xvorth  more  than  all  the  gold  ob- 
tained. 

"We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  culture  of  silk  is  extend- 
ing, and  observe  that  it  has  excited  attention  at  Newark, 
jj^  J, — a  happy  location  for  the  pursuit  of  this  interest- 
ing branch  of  the  national  industry. 

It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  soon,  if  ever,  rival  France 
or  Italy,  in  the  production  of  silk  piece  goods.  At  pre- 
sent, perhaps,  it  is  not  desirable,  even  if  we  could  do  it. 
But  in  the  supply  of  sewing  silk,  and  the  less  delicate 
manufactures  of  this  beautiful  material,  we  might  soon 
be  rendered  independent  of  all  the  world.  The  raw  silk, 
as  it  is  called,  makes  the  most  pleasant  ai'ticles  of  hosiery 
that  are  in  use,  and  the  cheapest — for  they  are  the  most 
lasting. 

The  Baltimore  "American,"  in  a  paragragh  relating  to 
the  subject,  says — 

In  considering  the  present  estimation  of  silk  as  a  common  ar- 
ticle of  clothing  fpr  all  classes,  it  is  a  contrast  to  recall  the  extra- 
vagant estimates  which  were  placed  upon  it  as  a  costly  luxury 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  manufacture.  One  cannot  but  smile,  at 
reading  that  amid  the  enormous  luxuries  of  the  emperor  Helio- 
gabalus,  it  is  charged  against  him  as  a  special  prodigality,  that 
he  wore  a  suit  of  clothes,  entirely  of  silk,  and  that  the  emperor 
Aurelian  refused  the  en)pres  a  dress  of  the  same  kind,  because 
of  its  immense  cost.  The  Lowell  factory  girls,  who  "strike" 
for  wages,  now  clothe  themselves  with  a  material  which  was 
too  costly  for  the  empress  of  the  world! 

There  was  another  great  fire  in  Pearl  street.  New 
York,  on  the  8th  inst.  The  flames  suddenly  burst  out 
with  great  fury,  and  two  huge  five  story  stores  were  soon 
a  mass  of  ruins,  the  walls  falling  with  tremendous  crash- 
es—l>y  one  of  which  a  three  story  house  was  crushed. 


The  total  loss  is  estimated  at  250,000  or  300,000  dollars, 
a  very  small  part  of  the  contents  of  these  stores  being 
saved. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  the  rich  lands  on  the  Sciota 
wei^e  flooded  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  many  cattle,  sheep 
and  hogs,  with  the  crops,  swept  away — and  so  were  many 
bridges.  The  canal  and  its  feeder  were  also  much  in- 
jured.    The  damage  is  great. 

A  terrible  tornado  was  felt  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  2d  inst.  Its  force  is  shewn  from  the 
fact,  that,  out  of  nearly  30  buildings  in  the  village  of 
Cenlreville,  only  three  or  four  withstood  its  violence. 
Many  persons  were  injured  by  the  falling  timbers,  &c. 

There  have  been  38  cases  of  small  pox,  and  41  of  va- 
rioloid, at  Providence,  introduced  by  an  Irish  woman. 
The  small  pox  cases  had  all  been  severe,  and  11  termi- 
nated mortally.  The  varioloid  cases  were  light.  The 
diseases  had  not  yet  disappeared,  but  were  diminishing. 

A  late  New  York  paper  says  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
"Morgan  affair"  there  were  six  hundred  regular  masonic, 
lodges  in  that  state — but,  at  the  present  time,  only  fifty 
are  in  operation.  And  at  the  late  grand  procession  i» 
the  city,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Lafayette,  only 
about  100  masons  marched  in  it. 

The  work  near  Newport,  a  fortification  of  the  first 
class  called  "Fort  Adams,"  has  been  resumed,  and  400 
persons  are  employed  on  it. 

The  collector  of  Newport  has  resigned  his  office.  ^  The 
Mercury  says— The  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to 
take  this  step,  we  understand  are,  that,  from  the  recent 
reduction  of  the  duties,  the  emoluments  of  the  office  will 
be  reduced  to  so  small  a  sum  that  it  will  be  inadequate 
to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  office. 

The  appropriations  at  the  last  session,  on  account  of 
foi'tifications,  amount  to  870,000  dollars. 

We  have  remarked  that  the  late  national  anniversary- 
was  more  generally  observed  than  usual — and,  in  many 
places,  with  unprecedented  splendor  and  effect;  but  we 
are  reminded  that,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  all  was 
dull  and  dreary,  without  example,  since  the  seat  of  the 
federal  government  was  transferred  to  that  place. 

We  think  that  we  have  seen  accounts  of  not  less  than 
twenty  persons  either  killed,  or  wretchedly  maimed, 
(some  losing  both  arms,  and  others  one),  by  the  careless 
or  unskilful  firing  of  cannon  on  the  late  anniversary. 

A  collection  was  taken  up  in  Dr.  Channing's  church, 
in  Boston,  on  Sunday  week,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Poles, 
and  $2,432  collected. 

In  the  contribution  plate  of  Dr.  Channing's,  church,  in 
Boston,  on  Sunday,  was  found  a  bank  check,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words — 

"Pay  to  count  Pulaski,  my  commander  at  the  battle  of  Bran- 
dywine,  his  brethren,  or  bearer,  one  hundred  dollars." 

Tfie  individual  who  gave  the  above  sum  is  col.  Henry 
Purkett,  who  was  a  sergeant  in  Pulaski's  troop,  and 
shared  the  confidence  of  his  great  commander.  He  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age. 

There  are  now  three  vacancies  in  the  Connecticut  de- 
legation in  congress — Mr.  Foot,  elected  governor,  Mr. 
Huntington^  a])pointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
Mr.  EllsTvorth,  who  intends  to  devote  his  time  to  his 
profession.  We  wish  that  the  ])laces  may  be  as  well  fill- 
ed as  they  have  been.  The  gentlemen  named  belonged 
to  the  working  class  of  members — but  in  tiie  latter  selec- 
tions of  committees  had  not  many,  or  full  opportunities, 
to  shew  their  works. 

Gen.  Vance,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Ohio,  announces  that  he  will  not  be  a  candidate  for 
re-election.  All  who  know  this  gentleman  w  ill  regard 
his  retirement  as  a  public  loss.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
working  membera  of  congress,  to  some  20  or  30  of  "whom 
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the  people  are  more  indebted  than  the  fifties  of  talkers, 
and  aye-and-no'tnen. 

The  celebrated  Frederick  Rapp,  esq.  recently  died  at 
Economy,  Pa.  the  seat  of  ibe  "Harmonists,"  in  the  60lh 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  very  strong-minded  and  intel- 
ligent man,  and,  we  believe,  a  most  scrupulously  honest 
one.  He  was  the  chief  actor  or  agent  for  the  Harmo- 
nists, whose  peculiar  habits  iiave  been  often  described, 
and  to  whom  his  loss  will,  probably,  be  irreparable,  as  a 
society. 

George  B.  Porter,  esq.  governor  of  Michigan,  died  at 
Detroit  on  the  5th  inst.  much  respected  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived. 

The  first  four  days  of  last  week  were  extraordinarily 
hot.  A  good  many  persons  were  found  dead  on  the 
roads,  or  in  the  fields — and  others  died  suddenly  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  from  drinking  cold  water.  The  lat- 
ter was  particularly  fatal  to  newly  arrived  foreigners.  A 
New  York  paper  published  an  account  of  thirty  persons 
and  eight  horses,  who  suddenly  died  in  that  city,  on  the 
9th  inst.  which  was  probably  short  of  the  real  number,  in 
a  considerable  amount.  In  some  places,  tiie  thermometer 
stood  at  nearly  100  degrees  of  P'ahrenbeit,  on  the  8th. 
This  was  the  hottest  day  at  Baltimore,  but  the  excessive 
heat  of  these  four  days  was  almost  equally  felt  from  Bos- 
ton to  Richmond. 

Unless  on  account  of  these  sudden  deaths,  the  cities  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  are  usually  healthy. 

Steam  carriages,  for  common  roads,  seem  about  to  be- 
come common,  in  England.  A  i-ail  road  was  thought 
by  many  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  as  to  transportations — 
but  who  shall  place  limits  to  the  progress  of  scientific 
power?  Who,  sttting  what  we  have  seen  in  the  last  40 
or  50  years,  dare  undertake  to  say  that  perfection  has 
been  even  nearly  attained.' 

The  following  articles  are  from  late  London  papers: 

Steam  carriages.  These  wonderful  machines  are  now  con- 
structed with  sufficient  meclianical  skill,  amount  of  power, 
safety  and  general  efficiency,  to  insure  their  successful  employ- 
ment on  any  g09d  road;  and  it  is  certainly  time  for  our  capital- 
ists to  turn  their  attention  to  them  as  legitimate  objects  of  sup 
port,  and  as  offering  the  means  of  a  profitable  investment. 
From  the  earliest  development  of  the  capabiliries  of  steam,  as 
applicable  to  purposes  of  locomotion,  on  properly  constructed 
roads,  we  have  carefully  watched  the  progress  made  by  differ 
ent  inventors,  and  have  on  many  occasions  borne  testimony  to 
the  unceasing  eflbrts  of  two  of  the  most  persevering  and  deserv- 
ing among  them;  of  two  who  have  from  time  to  time,  promised 
less  and  performed  more  than  any  of  their  cotemporaries— we 
niean  col.  Macerone  and  Mr.  Hancock. 

On  Saturday  we  had  a  trip  on  the  Edgeware  road,  with  the 
second  coach  constructed  by  the  gallant  colonel.  Starting 
from  the  Paddington  wharf,  No.  19,  we  proceeded  on  the  road 
in  the  most  surprising  style,  the  coach  turned,  checked,  stop- 
ped, or  having  its  speed  increased,  under  the  complete  com- 
mand of  the  conductor.  About  three  miles  out  we  passed  a 
stage  coach  whose  four  horses  were  put  to  their  utmost  speed, 
with  a  comparative  velocity  to  that  with  which  the  stage  coach 
would  have  passed  a  wagon,  our  rate  being  at  that  time  about 
18  miles  an  hour.  Soon  after  this  we  ascended  VVindmill  hill 
with  perfect  ease;  although,  in  consequence  of  the  road  under- 
going repair,  the  part  we  had  to  ascend  was  cut  into  deep  nils, 
and  covered  with  dry  soil  and  dust  from  three  to  six  inches 
deep;  forming,  perhaps,  the  most  uncertain  and  disadvantage- 
ous fulcrum  on  which  the  wiieel  of  a  steam  carriage  could 
ever  have  to  act. 

We  arrived  at  the  Welch  Harp  Inn,  which  is  several  perches 
over  the  five  miles  from  our  starting  place,  and  turned  the 
coach  in  the  direction  of  Paddington,  in  precisely  twenty  mi- 
nutes, having  performed  the  distance,  inclusive  of  slopping  at 
the  turnpike,  and  on  two  other  occasions,  and  despite  the  bad 
condition  of  Windmill  hill,  at  the  extraordinary  average  rate  of 
fifteen  miles  an  hour.  Our  return  occupied  the  same  period  of 
lime;  and  after  this  comi>letion  of  the  trip,  we  made  the  round 
of  Paddington  green,  to  gratify  some  gentlemen  who  had  not 
arrived  in  time  to  witness  the  more  extensive  trial.  Among 
our  fellow  passengers  on  these  occasions,  were  Jerome  Bona- 
parte, ex-king  of  Westphalia,  prince  Jerome,  his  son,  the  duke 
de  Montfort,  the  marquis  Azolino,  M.  Vigne  de  Marveille,  and 
other  distinguished  foreigners. 

Mr.  Hancock's  "Autopsy"  was  seen,  on  Saturday  last,  in 
Cheapside,  wending  its  way  with  the  greatest  adroitness  amidst 
the  multitude  of  carriages  with  which  that  thoroughfare  is 
crowded.  A  stronger  proof  of  its  manageableness  could  not 
possibly  have  been  afforded.  We  understand  that  it  was  on  its 
way  from  Stratford  to  its  old  quarters  in  the  city  road,  prepara- 


tory to  its  being  again  started  to  run  for  hire,  in  conjunction 
with  two  or  three  other  carriages,  between  the  city  and  Pad- 
dington. Mr.  Squires  has,  we  are  informed,  sold  out,  and  left 
col.  Macerone  sole  proprietor  of  the  steam  carriag«;  Prodigy, 
which  did  the  1,700  miles  without  requiring  a  yhilling  for  re- 
pairs, &c.  &c.  A  new  steam  carriage  has  just  entered  the  field, 
constructed  by  Mr  Redmund,  who,  some  lime  a^o,  advertised 
that  he  was  willing  to  furnish  locomotives  to  run  on  common 
roads  at  any  required  speed,  although  he  had  never  tried  the 
experiment. 

The  rail  tvays.  A  speed  of  forty  miles  an  hour  with  a  light 
load,  has  been  obtained  upon  the  Manchester  railway;  and  Mr. 
G.  Stephenson,  the  engineer,  has  staled  his  opinion  that  an  en- 
gine might  be  constructed  to  run  100  miles  within  the  hour,  al- 
though he  acknowledges  that  "at  that  rapidity  of  motion  the  re- 
sistance of  the  atmosphere  would  be  very  considerable."  En- 
gines are  now  made  with  eight  times  the  power  of  the  Rocket, 
yet  with  little  more  weight  resting  on  each  rail,  the  load  being 
equally  divided  upon  six  wheels,  and  the  machinery  placed  in 
a  more  advantageous  situation  than  formerly.  The  tubes  of 
the  boiler  are  made  smaller  and  more  numerous,  and  of  brass 
instead  of  copper.  The  last  engine  put  on  the  railway  ran 
2;5,000  miles  with  the  most  trivial  repairs,  making  every  day 
four  or  five  journeys  of  30  miles  each. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter  dated  Sunbury,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  8,  and  announces  a  very  important  discovery 
which  may  do  away  the  great  and  fearful  objections  to  the  use 
of  inclined  planes,  on  rail  roads: 

"I  have  just  seen  and  examined  the  model  of  a  rail  road  car, 
invented  by  Mr.  Jacob  Bright,  of  Sunbury,  which  off'ers  fair  to 
render  travelling  and  transportation  over  inclined  planes  entire- 
ly free  from  danger.  On  the  inner  side  of  the  wheel  or  flange, 
nicks  or  cogs  are  constructed,  upon  the  principle  of  the  rag 
wAccZ  of  a  saw  mill.  Iron  clicks  or  "dogs'^  are  attached  to  the 
body  of  the  car,  which  standing  in  an  inverted  position,  alter- 
nately fall  into  these  nicks  as  the  car  ascends  or  descends  a 
plane,  and  in  case  of  accident,  by  becoming  detached,  lock  the 
wheels,  and  instantly  stop  their  progress.  No  matter  what 
may  be  the  elevation  of  the  plane,  or  the  number  of  cars  attach- 
ed, whether  one  or  the  whole  should  break  loose,  they  at  once, 
by  the  operation  of  breaking,  become  locked. 

It  is  generally  believed  by  all  who  have  examined  the  model, 
that  the  discovery  is  a  very  important  one,  and  that  it  will  en- 
tirely remove  the  difficulties  and  danger  of  crossing  very  ele- 
vated planes,  and  which  have  recently  caused  so  much  uneasi- 
ness in  the  public  mind. 

Application,  I  understand,  has  been  made  for  a  patent,  and 
that  measures  will  soon  be  taken  by  Mr.  Bright,  to  introduce 
the  cars,  which  I  doubt  not  will  soon  be  found  in  general  use 
upon  the  rail  roads  of  our  country."    Yours,  &c. 

Mr.  George  Stevenson,  civil  engineer,  recently  stated 
to  a  committee  of  the  British  house  of  commons  on  the 
great  western  railway,  that  by  that  rail,  should  it  be 
completed,  10,000  soldiers  might  be  conveyed  from  Lon- 
don to  Bristol  in  four  hours. 

Wool.  The  unsettled  and  fluctuating  state  of  the  wool  mar- 
ket, occasions  some  little  solicitude  among  the  growers.  Wool 
at  present  prices  is  twelve  to  fifteen  per  cent,  less  than  last 
year,  and  the  question  now  is  whether  prices  will  rise  or  fall 
the  ensuing  autumn.  Some  of  the  wool  growers  are  confident 
that  it  will  rise,  and  so  hold  on  upon  their  stock,  while  others, 
less  sanguine,  are  selling  their  fleeces,  unwilling  to  keep  it  on 
hand,  trusting  to  future  exigencies.  The  case  seems  to  be  this. 
The  manufacturers  have  unsold  a  large  amount  of  cloths,  the 
prices  of  which  have  fallen  materially,  and  even  at  a  great  re- 
duction they  are  unable  now  to  sell  them.  They  all  have  re- 
maining considerable  lots  of  wool,  and  are  determined  to  pur- 
chase only  to  supply  urgent  necessities.  They  believe  that  large 
quantities  of  the  new  clip  will  early  be  thrown  into  the  maiket, 
and  that  the  wants  of  individuals  will  require  it  to  be  sold. 
It  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  an  unusual  amount  of  wool  is 
cut  this  year,  and  that  the  quantity  of  cloth  manufactured  is 
much  less  than  in  ordinary  times.  The  manufacture  will  not 
be  extended  until  the  sale  of  cloth  is  much  increased,  and  con- 
sequently, the  demand  for  wool  will  not  be  greatly  extended  at 
present. 

Manufacturers  inform  us  that  prices  as  they  now  are,  but 
poorly  repay  the  actual  expenses  of  the  fabric,  and  that  wool 
must  fall  before  they  shall  be  disposed  to  extend  their  business. 
The  disposition  now  is  to  curtail  it,  as  they  are  working  at  no 
profit.  One  of  these  gentlemen  informed  us  the  other  day  that 
lie  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  expecting  to  purchase  Ohio 
wool  in  that  city  at  much  less  than  the  article  can  be  pro- 
cured for  in  this  vicinity.  We  know  it  is  hard  for  the  toil  of 
the  wool  growers  to  be  thus  poorly  rewarded.  But  it  comes 
from  the  necessity  of  the  times,  that  they  must  suffer  as  others 
suffer.  They  are  not  alone  in  a  ruinous  depreciation  of  their 
industry.  Beef  cattle  has  fallen,  grain  has  fallen,  and  wool  of 
necessity  has  fallen  also.  If  there  was  any  evidence,  either  in 
the  signs  of  the  times  or  the  prices  of  manufactured  articles, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  that  wool  would  materially  rise,  we 
should  most  cheerfully  say  so.  But  it  is  not  wise  to  hold  out 
allurements  which  are  both  false  and  deceptive  to  our  pecunia- 
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ry  interests.  Wo  therefore  would  Bcasonably  caution  the  wool 
grower  against  a  too  confident  reliance  upon  the  expectation  of 
J)elter  prices,  so  much  so  as  to  allow  favorable  opportunities 
lor  the  sale  ofliis  commodities  to  pass  uniinprovod. 

Since  writing  the  above,  a  wool  grower  from  the  hill  towns 
passed  by  with  his  new  clip  for  the  manufacturers  in  Worcester 
.county.  He  informed  us  he  was  paid  50  cents,  having  sold  the 
same  last  year  for  70!  His  remark  was,  that  it  was  wise  for 
him  to  sell  while  there  was  a  chance,  before  the  market  was 
glutted  with  Ohio  wool.  He  might  not  have  even  another  such 
opportunity.  [Northampton  (Mass.)   Courier, 

[To  give  advice  unasked,  is,  sometimes,  unpleasant,  though 
it  may  be  a  seeming  duty:  but  without  regard  to  the  location 
of  the  growers  of  wool,  (and  we  say  also  the  same  thing  to  the 
growers  of  wheat),  we  think  that  their  true  policy  is  to  make 
sales  immediately,  if  reasonably  fair  prices  can  be  obtained. 
We  have  an  equaj  regard  for  the  manufacturers  of  wool,  but 
they  have  better  opportunities  o[  culculatino  the  markets  than 
the  growers,  and  for  determining  the  etlects  of  the  paralysis  on 
business,  in  the  depressed  price  of  cloths,  or  any  advances  that 
may  take  pjace  in  consequence  of  lessened  importations.  But 
after  all,  whether  in  regard  to  wool  or  woollens,  the  rightful  pro- 
ceedings appear  to  us  extremely  doubtful,  and  it  seems  that  a 
middle  cotjrse  is  the  only  safe  one,  for  either  party. 

Ed.  Reg.] 

Banks  in  Nkw  Hampshire.  By  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  banks,  which  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, we  learn  that  the  aggregate  of 

Real  estate  owned  by  the  banks,  is .^SajSSO  06 

Debts  due  to  them ,,  .,., .....3,450,820  22 

Specie  in  their  vaults,  and  in  Boston  banks 354,390  12 

Bills  of  other  banks ..  .4 92,623  08 


$3,980,193  48 

The  aggregate  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in,  is 2,454,300  80 

Peposiies ...4....» 314,971  05 

^ills  in  circulation. » it. ....  ...^ 1,063,145  50 


$3,832,424  55 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  banks..., $147,767  93 

[Exeter  News  Letter. 

Land  sales.  Saturday's  Globe  contains  upwards  of  three 
columns  of  land  otfice  notices  of  sales  of  public  land,  to  be  held 
jas  follows: 

In  Alabama,  at  Mardisville,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for 
the  Coosa  district,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  November 
next:  at  Montgomery,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  Tala- 
poosa  district,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  December  next: 
at  St.  Stephens,  on  llie  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at  De- 
inopolis,on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Tuscaloosa, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Huntsviile,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Cahaba,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Jn  Mississippi,  at  Chocchuma,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for 
the  northwestern  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  tlie  north- 
eastern district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decmnber  next:  at  the 
same  place,  in  continuation,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  Augusta,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at 
l^ount  Salus,  on  the  second  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Indiana,  at  Crawfordsville,  on  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next. 

In  Illinois,  at  Palestine,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November 
next. 

In  Missouri,  at  Jackson,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Dece:nber  next: 
at  Fayette,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Michigan,  at  Mineral  Point,  on  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next:  at  Detroit,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next: 
at  Bronson,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

In  Arkansas,  at  Washmglon,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next:  at  Fayetteville,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next: 
at  Little  Rock,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Florida,  at  Tallahasse,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  the  same  place,  in  continuation,  on  the  third  Monday 
iu  December  next:  at  St.  Augustine,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
December  next. 

The  Montreal  Gazette  contains  some  particulars  of 
two  other  losses  at  sea,  not  hitherto  reported.  One,  the 
Proselyte  of  Limerick,  with  223  passengers,  all  of  whom 
have  been  safely  landed  at  Richibucto,  (Nova  Scotia),  in 
a  lamentable  state  of  misery,  and  the  other  naine  un- 
known, and  her  destination  described,  as  bcina"  from  the 
■west  of  England  ivith  two  Imndred  and  eighty  passen- 
p-ers,  seven  of  tvhom  onlij  are  sarwd. 

The  foliovving  is  a  more  particular  account  of  one  of 
the  cases  just  above  alluded  to — ■ 

Richibucto,  May  31.  Tiie  brig  Juno  took  from  a  wreck  at  sea 
233  passijhgers,  all  of  whont  were  in  a  dreadful  state  of  misery. 
One  female  whose  husband  was  lost,,  was  actually  delivered  in 
the  boat,  and  the  infant  was  brought  into  port  in  a  slate  of  per- 
fect nudity.  Provisions  and  wat<r  so  short  on  board  the  Juno, 
that  all  were  put  on  short  allowance,  and  when  the  vessel  ar- 


rived In  port,  and  the  passengers  obtained  water,  they  drank 
with  such  avidity  that  alarm  was  entertained  at  the'  conse- 
quences to  be  feared  from  their  imprudence.  They  were  so 
crowded,  that  none  enjoyed  the  coii\lorl  of  lying  down;  but  all 
were  stowed  in  a  sitting  posture,  the  foremost  men  between  the 
hiudmost's  legs. 

Captain  Stewart,  the  wandering  piper,  has  been  in 
this  country  a  little  over  a  year,  and  has  already  contri- 
buted over  $7,000,  in  small  sums,  for  charitable  purposes 
— the  avails  of  his  labors. 

France.  French  silks  exported  to  England.  It  is  not  so 
staled,  but  we  suppose  that  the  value  in  francs  is  shewn.  For 
ordinary  purposes,  5  francs  may  be  counted  as  equal  to  one 
dollar. 

1818 1,744,105 

1819 2,713.-583 

1820 2,727,748 

1821 2,815,178 

1822 3,516.328 

1823 2,901^670 

1824 3,858,465 

1825 6,104,103 

1826 7,596,421 

1827 11,460,119 

1828 17,31 1 ,810 

1829 10,483,777 

1830 .15,204,388 

Holland.  On  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  Dutch  navy  eon^ 
sisted  of  61  large  ships;  namely — 2  vessels  of  84  guns;  6  of  74, 
(including  three  on  the  stocks);  16  of  44;  7  of  .32;  12  of  24;  4  of 
20;  10  of  18;  1  of  12;  1  of  9,  and  2  of  8  guns;  besides  gun  boats, 
a  vessel  used  as  a  naval  school,  2  steamboats  and  4  transports. 
The  personale  is  composed  of  1  admiral  (prince  Fredric),4  vice 
admirals,  7  rear  admirals,  26  captains,  32  captain-lieutenants, 
71  first  lieutenants,  171  second  lieutenants,  89  cadets  of  the  first 
class  (amongst  whom  is  prince  William  Fredric  Henry),  4  sur- 
geons-en chef,  and  50  other  medical  officers. 

Population.  A  return  just  published  states  the  foMowiiig  to 
have  been  the  population  of  the  kingdom  of  Holland  on  the  first 
of  January,  1833,  exclusively  of  Liniburg  and  Luxemberg: 

North  Brabant 349.700 

Guelderland 315,053 

North  Holland 419,424 

South  Holland 486,520 

Zeeland 137,314 

Utrecht 131,836 

Friesland 212,544 

Oberyssel 181,361 

Groningen 162,085 

Dreuthe 65,397 

2,460,921 
In  1832,  the  number  of  births  was  78,098;  marriages  14,969; 
and  deaths  71,286.  The  increase  of  population,  therefore,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  January,  1832,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  did 
not  exceed  6,832  souls.  It  may  be  added,  as  matter  of  compa- 
rison, under  existing  circumstances,  that  the  population  of  Bel- 
gium amounted,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  to  4,140,121  souls; 
and  that  the  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  department 
for  the  present  year  is  £1,600,000,  inclusive  of  600,000  for  ex- 
traordinary disbursements. 

Hanover.  The  total  disbursements  of  this  hincdom  amount 
to  3,390,800  dollars,  or  about  £738,200,  of  which  £353,000  are 
supplied  by  the  royal  treasury,  and  the  remainder  out  of  the 
public  revenues.  Amongst  the  items  of  expenditure  we  observe 
a  sum  of  about  £1,900  for  the  expense  of  the '-German  chance- 
ry in  London,"  and  of  £227,960  for  tliat  of  the  "war  depart- 
ment." 

Russia.  The  St.  Petersburgh  Journal  states,  that  160,105 
children  of  soldiers  and  recruits  were  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  crown  in  the  year  1832.  During  an  interval  of  eiaht  years, 
4,342  such  children  were  brought  up  as  clerks  in  offices,  2,308 
as  assistant  surgeons, 452  as  land  surveyors, 586  as  shipwrights, 
and  120  as  musicians. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  a?i<Z  Liverpool  papers  to  May  2\st  inclusive. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

The  bill  removing  the  civil  disabilities  of  the  Jews  has  had  a 
second  reading  in  the  house  of  commons,  by  a  decided  majori- 
ty. 

The  Grey  ministry  had  been  partly  broken  up  in  consequence 
of  adifierenceof  opinion  existing  in  the  cabinet  upon  the  subject 
of  the  appropriation  of  church  properly  in  Ireland.  Two  reso- 
lutions had  been  presented  in  parliamentof  a  counter  tendency. 
The  one  declaring  that  the  church  establishment  in  Ireland  ex- 
ceeded the  wants  of  the  Protestant  population,  and  that  the 
temporal  possessions  of  the  church  of  Irelam^  ousht  to  be  re- 
duced; the  other  affirming  that  the  property  now  possessed  by 
the  church  had  been  set  apart  by  their  ancestors  for  religioug 
and  moral  purposes,  and  ought  to  be  preserved  as  such.  The 
supposed  inability  of  ministers  to  sustain  themselves  against 
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the  first  resolution,  i3  said  to  have  l«d  to  the  resignations  of  Mr. 
Stanley,  sir  James  Graham,  llie  duke  of  Richmond,  lord  Mel- 
bourne and  earl  lli(toii,  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  king. 
The  following  has  been  announced  us  tlie  new  ministerial  ar- 
rangements: 
The  earl  of  Carlisle  to  be  lord  privy  seal. 
Mr.  Eilice,  secretary  of  war,  to  have  a  seat  in  the  cabinet. 
Mr.  Spring  llice,  colonial  secretary,  with  a  seat  in  the  cabi- 
net. 

Lord  Auckland,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  with  a  seal  in  the 
cabinet. 

Mr.  Francis  Barinj;,  (son  of  sir  Thomas  Baring)  to  succeed 
Mr.  Spring  Rice,  as  secretary  of  ilie  treasury. 

Mr.  More  O'Ferrall,  an  Irish  Catholic,  succeeds  Mr.  Baring, 
as  junior  lord  of  the  treasury. 

Earl  Grey  and  lord  Brougham,  it  is  believed  will  retain  their 
present  po.-ts.  A  large  number  of  the  most  respeciabie  mem- 
bers of  tlie  liouso  of  commons  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
former  requesting  that  he  would  not  resign,  arnl  expressing  the 
highest  confidence  in  iiim.  Amongst  the  signers  were  many  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  his  administration. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  king's  speech,  delivered 
to  the  prelates  of  the  church,  who  on  the  29th  May  waited  upon 
him  with  an  address  in  honor  of  his  birth  day. 

Alter  a  short  conversation,  in  which  iiis  majer^ty  said,  amongst 
other  things,  '•!  now  remember  you  have  a  right  to  require  of 
me  to  be  resolute  in  defence  of  the  ciiurch,"  the  king  proceed- 
ed:— 

"I  have  been,  by  the  circumstance  of  my  life,  and  by  convic- 
tion, led  to  support  toleration  to  the  utmost  extent  of  vvhicii  it  is 
Justly  capable;  but  toleration  must  not  be  suffered  to  go  into  li- 
centiousness; it  has  its  bounds,  which  it  is  my  duty  and  which 
I  am  resolved  to  maintain.  I  am,  from  the  daepest  conviction, 
ottached  to  the  pure  Protestant  faith  which  tiiis  church,  of 
which  I  am  the  temporal  head,  is  the  human  means  of  ditfusing 
and  preserving  in  this  land. 

"I  cannot  forget  what  was  the  course  of  events  that  placed 
my  family  on  the  throne  which  I  now  fill.  Tl)ese  events  were 
consummated  in  a  revolution  which  was  rendered  necessary, and 
was  effected,  not,  as  has  sometimes  been  most  erroneously  sta- 
ted, merely  for  the  sake  of  the  temporal  liberties  of  the  people, 
but  for  the  preservation  of  their  religion.  It  was  for  the  defence 
of  the  religion  of  the  country  that  was  made  the  settlement  of 
the  crown,  which  has  placed  me  in  the  situation  that  I  now  fill; 
and  that  religion,  and  the  church  of  England  and  Ireland  [Ire- 
land with  peculiar  emphasis],  the  prelates  of  which  are  now 
before  me,  it  is  my  fixed  purpose,  determination,  and  resolu- 
tion, to  maintain. 

"The  present  bishops,  I  am  quite  satisfied  (and  am  rejoiced  to 
hear,  from  them  and  from  all,  the  same  of  the  clergy  in  general 
under  their  governance),  have  never  been  excelled  at  any  pe- 
riod of  the  history  of  our  church  by  any  of  their  predecessors  in 
learning,  piety  or  zeal,  in  the  discharge  of  their  high  duties.  If 
there  are  any  of  the  inferior  arrangements  in  the  discipline  of 
the  church,  which,  however,  [  greatly  doubt — ftlie  expression 
of  doubt  was  again  delivered  by  his  majesty  with  creat  empha- 
sis],— that  require  amendment,  I  have  no  distrust  of  the  readi- 
ness and  ability  of  the  prelates  now  before  me  to  correct  such 
things;  and  to  you,  I  trust,  they  will  he  left  to  correct,  with 
your  authority  unimpaired  and  unshackled. 

"I  trust  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  am  speaking  to  you  a 
speech  which  I  have  got  by  heart.  No,  I  am  declaring  to  you 
my  real  and  genuine  sentiments.  I  have  almost  completed  my 
69th  year;  and  though  blessed  by  God  with  a  very  rare  measure 
of  health,  not  having  known  what  sickness  is,  for  some  years, 
yet  I  do  not  blind  myself  to  the  plain  and  evident  truth,  that  in- 
crease of  years  must  tell  largely  upon  me  when  sickness  shall 
come.  I  cannot,  therefore,  expect  that  I  shall  be  very  long  in 
this  world.  It  is  under  this  impression  that  I  tell  you,  that 
while  I  know  that  the  law  of  the  land  considers  it  impossible 
that  I  should  do  wrong— that  while  I  know  there  is  no  eartiily 
power  which  can  call  me  to  account — this  only  makes  me  more 
deeply  sensible  of  the  responsibility  under  which  I  stand  to  that 
Almighty  Being,  before  whom  we  must  all  one  day  appear. 
When  that  day  shall  come,  you  will  know  whether  I  am  sin- 
cere in  the  declaration  which  I  now  make,  of  firm  attachment 
to  the  church,  and  resolution  to  maintain  it. 

"I  have  spoken  more  strongly  than  usual,  because  of  unhap- 
py circumstances  that  have  forced  themselves  upon  the  obser- 
vation of  all.  The  threats  of  those  who  are  enemies  of  the 
church,  make  it  the  more  necessary  for  those  who  feel  their 
duty  to  that  church  to  speak  out.— The  words  which  you  hear 
from  me  are  indeed  spoken  by  my  mouth,  but  they  flow  from 
my  heart." 

His  majesty  was  affected  to  tears  during  the  delivery  of  this 
declaration,  and  concluded  the  interview  by  inviting  the  pri;- 
lates  to  partake  of  the  holy  communion  with  him  at  the  Chapel 
Royal,  on  Tuesday,  the  22d  of  June. 

The  ratification  of  the  treaty  between  England,  France, 
Spain  and  Portugal  had  been  received  in  England. 

There  had  been  a  temporary  scarcity  of  money  in  London. 
Disturbances  prevailed  in  Ireland.   The  people  of  England,  as 
well  as  of  Ireland,  are  resolutely  bent  on  a  separation  of  ciiurch 
and  state,  and  of  drivinsr  the  bishops  from  the  house  of  lords. 
It  is  rumored  that  O'Connel  is  about  to  take  office. 


FRANCE. 

The  French  chambers  were  dissolved  on  the  24th  of  May, 
and  the  papers  were  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  the  proba- 


ble results  of  the  new  elections,  which  were  to  take  place  on 
the  2Isi  June.     The  new  chambers  will  meet  in  August. 

M.  Armand  Carrel,  the  editor  of  the  Nationel,had  been  serv- 
ed with  a  writ  from  the  court  of  peers,  for  the  inspection  of  hi* 
papers. 

The  prospects  of  an  abundant  harvest  of  both  vineyards  and 
corn  lands,  were  extremely  favorable. 

The  French  government  has  at  last  given  up  the  original  pa- 
pers of  the  American  ships  illegally  captured,  and  consented  to 
give  us  copies  of  the  decisions  by  which  the  condemnations  of 
those  vessels  were  made.  Mr.  Sedgwick,  the  hearer  of  de- 
spatches from  our  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  has  arrived  in 
charge  of  these  papers. 

SPAIN. 

The  convent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  being  put  in  readiness  for 
the  chamber  of  the  Procuradorcs  de  Ic  Rcine  lo  set  in.  The 
queen  regent  had  convoked  the  cortes,  to  assemble  on  the  24th 
July,  and  the  friends  of  free  principles  anticipate  important  po- 
litical results. 

The  queen's  troops  had  been  successful  in  all  directions, 
forcing  the  Carlists  to  seek  safely  in  flight. 

HOLLAND    AND    liELOlUM. 

The  affairs  of  these  nations  are  still  unsettled,  and  many  per- 
sons of  distinction  and  enterprise  were  removing  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hurthensome  taxes,  which  are  rendered  neee;-isa- 
ry  to  support  two  kingly  governments  in  a  territory  not  large 
enough  to  sustain  one.  Some  rumors  prevailed  of  an  attempt 
tore-establish  the  Orange  dyna>ty  in  Belgium,  which  it  is  af- 
firmed had  gained  nothing  by  the  change  of  masters. 

LATKR    NEWS. 

From  Cadiz  to  the  5iil  June,  Madrid  the  28th  May,  and  Lisbon  to 
the  21th  May,  all  inclusive. 

SPAIN    AND    PORTUGAL. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Castel  o  Branco  by  the  troops  of 
Don  Miguel,  on  the  apjiroach  of  the  Spanish  troops  under  gen. 
Rodil,  the  latter  marched  upon  Sciseira,  where  he  gained  a 
victory  on  the  16th  May  over  a  body  of  Miguelites.  This  victory 
was  so  decisive  as  to  coinpel  Don  Miguel  to  abandon  his  posi- 
tion at  Santarem,  and  subsequently  to  stipulate  for  his  retire- 
ment from  the  Portuguese  territory.  On  the  27th  May  gen. 
Sandanha  arrived  at  Lisbon  with  the  interesting  news  of  thesur- 
n.'nder  of  the  army  of  the  usurper.  This  intelligence  had  occa- 
sioned universal  joy  at  Lisbon.  Both  Don  Miguel  and  Don  Car- 
los, had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Spainish  troops  at  Evora, 
having  been  delivered  up  by  their  own  men.  Four  wagon  loads 
of  silver  had  been  captured.  Don  Miguel  had  been  granted 
permission  to  embark  at  any  port,  and  in  any  vessel  of  the 
allied  nations.  He  had  selected  the  port  of  Sines,  or  some  other 
port  in  Algarves,  and  an  English  vessel.  Don  Carlos,  who 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  secretary  of  the  English  legation, 
had  proceeded  with  his  family  to  Lisbon,  where  instructions 
had  already  anived  from  the  British  government,  applicable  lo 
sucli^u  conjuncture. 

STILL   LATER. 

From,   London  papers  to  the  eve^nng  of  the  5th  June,  inclusive, 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ward,  declaring  the  church 
establishment  in  Ireland  greater  than  demanded  by  the  Protest- 
ant population,  and  that  its  property  should  be  a|ppropriated  to 
other  uses,  was  defeated  on  the  resumplian  of  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  on  the  2d  June.  After  admitting  the  difl^cnlties 
under  which  ministers  had  labored  owing  to  divisions  among 
themselves,  on  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ward's  resolution,  lord 
Althrop  communicated  to  the  house  of  commons,  the  informa- 
tion that  ministers  had  issued  a  commission  to  collect  and  re- 
port accurate  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  church  pro- 
perty, and  pledged  ministers  to  a  thorough  reform  of  the  church 
government  in  Ireland,  when  the  necessary  information  to  justify 
legislation  should  be  collected.  A  debate  of  an  animated  cha- 
racter ensued,  which  vv.as  cut  short  by  a  call  of  the  previous 
question,  and  sustained  by  a  majority  against  Mr,  Ward's  reso- 
lution of 276. 

The  queen  of  England  was  to  visit  Germany  in  the  early  part 
of  July,  instant. 

A  motion  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  drunken- 
ness was  negatived,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  subject  of 
legislation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  expressed  the  willing- 
ness of  government  to  vote  relief  to  the  Polish  exiles. 

An  address  signed  by  2.30.000  of  the  lay  subjects  of  the  king 
had  been  presented  lo  his  majesty,  praying  him  to  preserve  the 
national  church  in  the  integrity  of  her  rights  and  privileges,  and 
in  her  alliance  with  the  state. 

The  weather  was  unfavorable  and  the  crops  had  been  inju- 
riously afteeted. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  following  is  the  official  copy  of  the  amnesty  granted  by 
the  constitutional  government  of  Portugal: 

Desiring  to  give  an  irrefragable  testimony  of  clemency,  and 
of  the  sentiments  of  love  and  indulgence  with  which  my  heart 
is  constantly  filled  on  behalf  of  the  Portuguese,  wlio,  deluded 
or  misled  by  error,  by  interested  passions,  or  by  extraordinary 
circum?tances,  have  adhered  lo  the  usurpation  until  the  mo- 
ment of  its  final  downfall;  and  being  resolved  on  this  great  act 
at  the  very  moment  of  the  most  signal  victorins,  impelled  there- 
to solely  by  my  ardent  desire  to  rally  around  the  throne  of  my 
august  daughter  all  minds,  all  wills  and  all  hearts,  with  an  en- 
tire oblivion  of  past  crimes  and  opinions;  and  having  beard  the 
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council  of  state,  I  have  thought  fit,  in  the  name  of  the  same  au- 
gust seuhora,  to  declare  as  follows: 

Article  1.  A  general  auinesty  for  all  politicar offences  com- 
mitted since  the  31ot  of  July,  1826,  is  granted  to  all  persons 
who  uiay  submit,  or  shall  offer  to  submit,  to  the  government  of 
tier  most  faithful  majesty  within  forty- eight  hours  alter  the  pro 
mulgation  of  this  decree  in  the  cliief  places  of  the  districts  (Ca- 
becas  de  Concelhos),  by  presenting  tiiemselves  to  the  local  au- 
thorities, from  whom  they  will  receive  safe  conducts,  such  per- 
sons not  having  been  previously  obliged  to  submit  by  force  of 
-arms.  Those  who  do  not  avail  theu»selves  of  this  amnesty  re- 
^iiiain  subject  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws. 

Sec.  1.  The  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  3lst  of  August, 

1833,  is  suspended  with  respect  to  the  persons  comprehended 

in  the  amnesty,  until  the  cortes  shall  deliberate  on  their  case. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  have  possession  of  their  property,  but  not 

power  to  alienate  the  same  until  the  decision  of  the  cortes. 

Sec.  3.  The  amnesty  does  not  include  restitution  of  ecclesi- 
astical, political  and  civil  offices,  nor  of  crown  property,  nor 
of  orders,  commanderies  and  pensions;  neither  does  it  extend 
to  offences  against  individuals,  nor  exempt  from  responsibility 
to  the  prejudice  of  third  parties. 

Art.  II.  The  military  officers  compreluMided  in  the  amnesty, 
who  shall,  within  the  period  prescribed  in  aiiicle  [.  swear  fidel- 
ity to  the  queen's  government,  shall  retain  their  commissions 
legally  conferred,  and  the  government  will  provide  for  their 
subsistence  in  proportion  to  their  rank. 

The  ministers  and  secretaries  of  state  of  all  the  departments 
are  to  hold  this  decree  to  be  thus  understood,  and  cause  the 
^ame  to  be  executed. 

DON  PEDRO,  duke  of  Brazanza, 
SENTO  PEREIRA  DO  CARMO, 
JOSE  DA  SILVA  CARVALIiO, 
AGOSTINHO  JOSE  FREIRE, 
JOAQUIM  ANTONIO  D'AGUIAR, 
FRANCISCO  SIMOENS   MARGIOCHI. 
Falaee  of  the  necessidades,  May  27,  IQ'34, 

EXPORTS   OF  COTTON. 
The  quantity  of  cotton  exported  in  1833,  was  a  little  larger 
than  in  any  preceding  year,  and  its  value  nearly  as  great  as  in 
the  speculation- year  of  1825— but  the  quantity  was  verv  different. 
In  1825— Sea  Island  lbs.      9,665,278 

Other  166,784,629 

Ihs.  176,449,907 

YRhie— dollars   36,346,649 
1833— Sea  Island  11,142,987 

-Olhe/  513,.555,617 

lbs.  324,698,604 

Value— dollars   36,191,105 
Less  in  quantity  148  millions  of  pounds  in  1825! — but  greater 
an  vjtlue  155,000  dollars,  as  compared  with  1833. 

The  following  is  a  schedule  showing  the  value  of  the  cotton 
exported  in  each  year,  from  1821  to  1833,  inclusive 


Sea  Island. 

Other. 

Value. 

1821 

lbs.  11,344,066        lbs 

.  113,549,339 

^20,157,484 

1822 

11,250,635 

133,424,460 

24,035,058 

1823 

12,136,688 

161,586,582 

20,445,520 

1824 

9,525,722 

132,843,941 

21.947,401 

1825 

9,665,278 

166,784,629 

36,346,649 

1896 

5,972,852 

198,562,563 

25,025,214 

l«g7 

15,140,798 

279,169,317 

29,359,545 

1828 

11,288,41-9 

199,302,044 

22,487,229 

1829 

12,833,307 

252,003,879 

26,575,311 

1830 

8,147,165 

290,311,937 

29  674,883 

1831 

8,311,762 

268,668,022 

25,289,492 

1832 

8,743.373 

313,471,749 

31,724,682 

1833 

11,142,987 

313,555,617 

36,191,105 

Average 

price  of  cotton  1825 

21  cents 

1833 

11    " 

To  the  editor  of  the  Liverpool  Mercury. 
Sir:  As  it  may  not  be  unamusing  to  your  readers,  I  beg  to 
lay  before  you  and  them  (provided  you  do  me  the  favor  to  in- 
sert it  in  your  valuable  paper)  the  subjoined  statement,  ohtairi- 
•ed  from  an  experienced  and  intelligent  merchant,  illustrative  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  growth  of  cotton.  One  of  our  brokers, 
■of  unquestionable  industry  and  talent,  estimates  the  population 
deriving  employment  from  this  source,  to  be  one  and  a  half 
millions  of  persons  of  both  sexes;  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  slate 
that  at  least  three  millions  derive,  in  one  way  or  other,  a  liveli- 
hood from  its  extensive  introduction  into  this  country.  And, 
as  equally  interesting  and  curious,  I  have  to  add  that,  by  treaty, 
this  now  very  important  staple  article  of  commerce  was  stipu 
lated,  in  1794,  not  so  to  be  imported  into  this  country,  as  will 
-be  seen  from  the  following  extract: 

EXTRACT   FROM    TWELFTH   ARTICLE. 

"Provided  always,  that  the  said  American  vessels  do  carry 
tniif!  land  their  cargoes  in  the  United  Slates  only,  it  being  ex- 
pressly agreed  and  declared,  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  article,  the  United  States  will  prohibit  and  restrain  the  car- 
rying of  any  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa  or  cotton,  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  either  from  his  majesty's  inlands,  or  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  the  United  States, 
reasonable  sea  stores  excepted."  "Dated  at  London,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1794.  JOHN  JAY." 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  X.  Z. 

Rumford  street,  January  16,  1834. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  cotton 
verpool  from  the  United  Slates  of  America: 
[In  1785  5  bags 

1786  6  bags 

1787  108  bags 

1788  289  bags 


imported  into  Li- 

in  3  vessels, 
in  2  vessels, 
in  6  vessels, 
in  3  vessels. 


401  total  in  4  years. 

The  vessels'  names  are  given,  &c,  but  ii  does  not  seem  use- 
ful to  repeat  them.] 

In  1822,  292,300  bags  into  Liverpool.  The  growth  of  the 
states  is  about550,000  bags,  of  nearly  three  hundred  weight  each, 
which  is  principally  worked  up  in  Great  Britain:  80  to  100,000 
bags  in  the  U.  States,  and  about  the  same  quantity  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe.  General  Payer,  a  proprietor  of  an  extensive 
estate  in  Barbadoes,  took  the  seed  from  thence  to  Georgia,  soon 
after  the  peace  of  the  American  war,  which  was  the  beginniii" 
of  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  United  States.  There  is  every 
probability  of  an  increased  growth  to  meet  the  increased  de- 
mand that  there  appears  to  be  for  it;  and  reference  to  the  an- 
nual statement  issued  under  dale  of  the  31st  December,  1833, 
will  show  that  the  growth  has  increased  so  rapidly,  and  by  con- 
sequence the  consumption  also,  that  the  iinporl  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  during  that  year  is  620,501  bales. 

THE  LAW  OF  NATURE-OR  SELF  PRESERVATION. 

A  large  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  but 
of  no  particular  state  or  territory,  and  without  the  pale  of  »he 
regular  operations  of  the  law,  are  collected  at  a  place  called 
Dubuque's  mines,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north  of  the  state 
ot  Missouri. 

But  they  feel  the  necessity  of  law,  and  in  the  matter  stated 
in  the  following  narrative,  gave  eftect  to  what  they  regarded  as 
the  law,  even  in  its  extreme  operation. 

We  record  it  as  a  curiosity. 

From  the  Galenian,  June  23. 

TRIAL   AND    EXECUTION    OF    PATRICK    O'CONNER. 

On  tlic  25ih  ult.  at  about  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  report  was  that 
Patrick  O'Coniier  had  killed  George  O'Keefe,  upon  which  by 
agreement  of  the  citizens,  near  the  tragic  scene,  an  inquest  was 
held  over  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  the  verdict  lendered  bj- 
the  jury  was,  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  being  shot 
by  Patrick  O'Conner. 

O'Conner  was  arrested  by  mutual  consent  of  alj  parties,  and 
on  the  next  day,  was  duly  tried,  by  a  juiy  of  twelve  citizens' 
taken  from  the  multitude.  Privilege  was  given  to  the  prisoner 
to  object  to  all  such  as  he  chose  not  to  be  tried  by,  and  he  made 
no  objections  to  the  mode  of  trial.  He  was  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  choosing  a  friend  to  counsel  with  him,  and  assist  in  con- 
ducting the  trial. 

After  the  jury  were  sworn,  the  witnesses  were  called,  and 
testified  as  follows: 

On  the  29th  of  May,  (a  rainy  day),  George  O'Keefe,  the  part- 
ner in  business,  and  resident  and  joint  owner  of  the  same  house 
with  O'Conner,  and  two  of  the  witnesses,  also  residents  of  the 
same  house,  came  home  from  the  village  of  Dubuque,  and  found 
the  door  of  the  house  boiled.  On  asking  O'Conner  to  admit 
them,  he  (O'Conner)  refused  them  admittance.  They  still  so 
licited  admittance,  but  were  as  often  refused.  The  rain  fallin" 
rapidly,  they  commenced  pushing  the  door  till  it  opened.  And"! 
on  the  instant  the  door  came  open,  O'Conner  tired,  and  O'Keefe 
fell  dead.  He  only  lived  to  say  "Lord  have  mercy."  A  ball, 
or  slug,  from  the  same  fire,  passed  through  the  clothes  of  one  of 
the  witnesses.  The  witnesses  then  gave  the  alarm,  the  neigh- 
bors collected  and  arrested  the  prisoner. 

The  gun  which  he  fired,  belonged  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  and 
when  they  left  the  house,  about  three  hours  previous,  it  was 
not  loaded,  nor  were  there  any  balls  suited  to  the  calibre  of  the 
gun  (musket).  There  were  seven  perforations  through  O'Keefe's 
body,  supposed  to  be  made  with  slugs  of  lead. 

It  was  proved  that  at  some  time  prior  to  the  murder,  O'Con- 
ner stated  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  "that  a  certain  piece  of  pa- 
per with  which  he  had  been  (iresented  by  O'Keefe,  [believed  to 
have  been  a  writ  of  arbitration  issued  by  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  lead  mines,  to  settle  a  difference  between  O'Con- 
ner and  O'Keefe,  which  is  the  usual  means  adopted  for  such 
purposes],  would  yet  prove  O'Keefe's  death  warrant."  It  was 
also  proved  that  during  all  the  time  of  variance  between  O'Con- 
ner and  thedecea8ed,theconductof  O'Conner  towards  O'Keefe 
was  rough,  abusive  and  disorderly,  while  O'Keefe  treated  O'Con- 
ner with  great  forbearance  and  mildness,  but  no  quarrel  had 
taken  place  between  them  on  the  day  of  the  murder.  It  was 
also  proved  that  O'Conner,  on  the  same  evening  of  the  murder, 
said  he  was  glad  he  had  killed  O'Keefe,  and  wished  he  had  kill- 
ed one  or  two  more,  but  after  being  spoken  to  and  reprimanded 
for  such  expressions,  then  expressed  a  regret  that  the  affair  had 
happened. 

The  jury  then  retired,  and  after  a  session  of  about  two  hours, 
returned  the  following  verdict. 

We,  the  jury  selected  to  try  Patrick  O'Conner,  for  the  mur- 
der of  George  O'Keefe,  on  the  29lh  inst.  after  examining  the 
witness«;s  on  oath,  and  attentively  hearing  and  considering  the 
testimony  against  the  prisoner,  do  unanimously  agree  that  the 
said  O'Conner  is  guilty  of  murder  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
are  of  ojiinioii  that  the  said  O'Conner  has  done  an  act  which, 
in  a  land  of  laws,  would  forfeit  his  life.    And  inasmuch  as  Ui« 
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security  of  the  lives  of  the  good  citizens  of  tliia  country  requires 
that  ar»  example  should  be  made,  to  preserve  order  and  to  con- 
vince evil  disposed  persons  that  tliis  is  not  a  place  where  the 
Jives  of  men  may  be  taken  with  impunity — we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  O'Conner  should  be  carefully  secured  until  the  20lh 
day  of  June,  and  that,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock,  of  said  day,  the 
said  Patrick  O'Conner  be  conducted  to  the  place  of  execution, 
and  there  be  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead. 

WOODBURY  MASSEY, 
M.  L.  ATCllESON, 
JAMES  SMITH, 
JESSE  M.  HARRISON, 
JAMES  McCABE, 
NICHOLAS  CARROLL, 
J.  B.  WEBBER, 
AMBROSE  M.  MEEKER, 
SAMUEL  W.  BAIRD, 
WILLIAM  COLLINS, 
THOMAS  CHILD, 
THOMAS  McCRANY. 
Dubuque,  May  30, 1834. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  prior  to 
the  execution,  for  adopting  the  necessary  measures,  &c. 

Dubuque,  June  17,  1834. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Dubuque's  mines,  held  this 
day,  pursuant  to  a  public  notice,  Milo  H.  Prentice  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  W7n,  A.  Warren  appointed  secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  duly  explained  by 
Milo  H.  Prentice,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  ThatL.  Wheeler  be  requested  to  take  command  of 
a  company  of  volunteers,  to  act  as  guard  at  the  execution  of 
Patrick  O'' Conner,  on  the  20th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  appoint  a  committee  of  three, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  execution  and  bu- 
rial of  said  Patrick  O'Conner. 

Committee— W.  J.  Madden,  Thos.  R.  Brazer  and  James 
Langworlhy. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Adams  be  requested  to  act  as  sheriff 
on  the  day  of  execution. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  collect 
i^ums  to  defray  the  necessary  expense  that  shall  occur  for  the 
keeping,  executing,  burial,  &c.  of  said  O'Conner. 

Committee — M.  L.  Atcheson,  J.  S.  Larein  and  Wm.  A.  War- 
ren. 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriff  be  allowed  the  sum  of  seventy-flve 
■dollars  for  the  keeping  and  execution  of  said  O'Conner;  and 
after  all  necessary  expenses  are  paid,  if  there  is  any  thing  over 
or  above  that  amount,  the  same  to  go  to  the  executioner. 

Ji£solved,  That  the  meeting  adjourn  sine  die. 

MILO  H.  PRENTICE,  chairman. 

Wm.  a.  Warren,  secretary. 

The  above  is  a  brief  narration  of  all  the  circumstances  relat- 
ing to  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Dubuque,  which  terminated  the 
life  of  O'Conner  on  the  20th  inst. 

At  12  o'clock,  on  the  day  of  execution,  the  prisoner  was 
taken  from  his  place  of  confinement,  under  a  guard  of  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  commanded  by  L.  Wheeler,  to  the  place  of 
execution,  where  had  assembled  about  1,500  citizens.  He  was 
placed  on  a  cart,  the  rope  was  made  fast  to  the  gallows,  when 
the  cart  was  driven  away,  leaving  the  prisoner  suspended  be- 
tween the  heavens  and  the  earth. 

The  whole  proceedings  were  carried  on  with  the  utmost  re- 
gularity and  good  order.  By  mutual  consent  of  all,  every  coffee 
house  was  kept  closed,  and  not  a  drop  of  spirits  was  sold  until 
after  the  execution. 

It  is  well  known  that  several  cases  of  homicide  had  been 
onmrnitted  west  of  the  Mississippi,  previous  to  the  above,  and 
DO  eourts  have  yet  taken  cognizance  of  them.  And  whether 
tliere  exists  any  legal  jurisdiction  over  that  country  or  not, 
may,  perhaps,  be  made  a  question:  but  if  there  exists  no  means 
of  application  of  the  laws  over  that  region,  it  then  follows  that 
their  own  safety  and  preservation  depend  on  regulations  of 
their  own  adoplion.  Circumstances  rendered  it  indispensable 
to  put  a  check  to  the  almost  daily  crimes  which  the  vicious  per- 
sons thought  there  was  no  law  to  punish.  And  as  law,  in  every 
country,  emanates  from  the  people,  and  is,  in  fact,  whether 
written  or  not,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  certain  rules  of  ac- 
tion by  which  a  people  agree  to  be  governed,  the  unanimous 
■i,  agreement  among  lliat  people  to  put  a  man  to  death  for  the 
'  crime  of  murder,  rendered  the  act  legal  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

There  is  but  one  opinion  on  the  subject  here;  and  that  is,  that 
the  people,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  the  whole  affair, 
have  done  themselves  and  the  country  much  credit,  and  been 
the  means  of  preventing  the  repetition  of  murders.  They  have 
taught  the  world  that  the  people  are  the  basis  of  the  law,  even 
where  no  written  law  can  be  applied. 

The  general  character  of  the  executed  criminal  might  be 
pleaded  in  farther  justification  of  their  proceedings.  His  whole 
character,  since  his  resilience  in  this  country,  (about  six  years) 
lias  been  marked  with  crimes  and  malconduct  of  the  blackest 
hue.  Threatening  lives,  assaults  and  batteries,  with  intent  to 
kill,  arson,  at  divers  times  and  places,  have  been  among  the 
■common  ac4sGf  his  life  for  the  last  six  years. 


LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 
An  act  giving  the  consent  of  congress  to  an  agreement  or  com- 
pact entered  into  between  the  state  of  New  York  and   the 
slate  of  New  Jersey,  respecting  the  territorial  limits  and  ju- 
risdiction of  said  states. 

Whereas  commissioners  duly  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  commissioners  duly  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing 
upon  and  settling  the  jurisdiction  and  territorial  limits  ol  the 
two  states,  have  executed  certain  articles,  which  are  contained 
in  the  words  following,  viz: 

Agreement  made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  Peter  Augustus  Jay  and  Henry  Seymour,  c(uiimiH- 
sioners  duly  appointed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  New  York,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  tiuitled 
"an  act  concerning  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  ol  the 
state  of  New  York  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey,"  passed  Janu- 
ary 18th,  1833,  of  the  one  part;  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
and  James  Parker,  and  Lucius  Q,.  C.  Elmer,  commissioners, 
duly  appointed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  slate  of  New  Jer- 
sey, ill  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  said  state,  enti- 
tled "an  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  territorial  limits  and  juris- 
diction between  the  slates  of  New  Jersey  and  Ntw  York," 
passed  February  6ih,  1833,  of  the  other  part. 

Article  first.  'J'he  boundary  line  between  the  two  states  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  from  a  point  in  the  middle  of  Hud- 
son river,  opposite  the  point  on  the  west  shore  thereof,  in  the 
forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  as  heretofore  ascertained 
and  marked,  to  the  main  sea,  shall  be  the  middle  of  the  said 
river,  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  of  the  waters  between  Stateri 
Island  and  New  Jersey,  and  of  the  Raritan  Bay,  to  the  main  sea; 
except  as  hereinafter  otherwise  particularly  mentioned. 

Article  second.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  retain  its  pre- 
sent jurisdiction  of  and  over  Bedlow's  and  Ellis' island;  and 
shall  also  retain  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  the  other 
islands  lying  in  the  waters  above  mentioned,  and  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  state. 

Article  third.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  and  enjoy 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  the  bay  of 
New  York;  and  of  and  overall  the  waters  of  Hudson  river  lying 
west  of  Manhattan  Island,  and  to  the  south  of  the  mouth  of 
Spuytenduyvel  creek;  and  of  and  over  the  lands  covered  by  ihe 
said  waters  to  the  low  water  mark  on  the  westerly  or  New  Jer- 
sey side  thereof;  subject  to  the  following  rights  of  property  and 
of  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  that  is  to  say: 

1.  The  Slate  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
property  in  and  to  the  land  under  water  lying  west  of  the  mid- 
dle of  the  bay  of  New  York,  and  west  of  the  middle  of  that  part 
of  the  Hudson  river  which  lies  between  Manhattan  Island  and 
New  Jersey. 

2.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  and  over  the  wharves,  docks  and  improvements,  made 
and  to  be  made  on  the  shore  of  said  state;  and  of  and  over  aH 
vessels  aground  on  said  shore,  or  fastened  to  any  such  wharf  or 
dock;  except  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the  qua- 
rantine or  health  laws,  and  laws  in  relation  to  passengers,  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  which  now  exist  or  which  may  hereaP» 
ter  be  passed. 

3.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  fisheries  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  middle  of  the 
said  waters;  provided,  that  the  navigation  be  not  obstructed  or 
hindered. 

Article  fourth.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  and  over  the  waters  of  the  Kill  Van  Kull,  be- 
t.veen  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  to  the  westernmost  end 
of  Shooter's  Island,  in  respect  to  such  quarantine  laws  and  laws 
relating  to  passengers,  as  now  exist  or  may  hereafter  be  passed 
under  the  authority  of  that  state,  and  for  executing  the  same* 
and  the  said  state  shall  also  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  for  the 
like  purposes,  of  and  over  the  waters  of  the  sound  from  the 
weslernmost  end  of  Shooter's  Island  to  Woodbridge  creek  as 
to  all  vessels  bound  to  any  port  in  the  said  state  of  New  York. 

Article  fifth.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  and  enjoy 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  the  sound 
between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  lying  south  of  Wood- 
bridge  creek,  and  of  and  over  all  the  waters  oY Raritan  bay,  jy, 
ing  westward  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  light  house  at  Prince's 
bay  to  the  month  of  Matlavan  creek,  subject  to  the  following 
rights  of  property  and  of  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  York 
that  is  to  say:  ' 

1.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
property  in  and  to  the  land  under  water,  lying  between  the  mid- 
dle of  said  waters  and  Staten  Island. 

2.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  and  over  the  wharves,  docks  and  improvements,  made 
and  to  be  made  on  the  shore  of  Staten  Island,  and  of  and  over 
all  vessels  aground  on  said  shore,  or  fastened  to  any  such  wharf 
or  dock,  except  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the  qua- 
rantine or  health  laws,  and  laws  in  relation  to  passengers  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  which  now  exist  or  which  may  here- 
after be  passed. 

3.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  fisheries  between  the  shore  of  Staten  Island  and 
the  middle  of  the  said  waters;  jrrovideJ,  that  the  navigation  of 
the  said  waters  be  not  obstructed  or  hindered. 

Article  sixth.  Criminal  process,  under  the  authority  of  the 
stale  of  New  Jersey,  against  any  person  accused  of  an  offence 
committed  within  that  stale,  or  committed  on  board  of  any  ves- 
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gel  being  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  state  as  afore- 
said, or  committed  against  the  regulations  made,  or  to  be  made 
by  that  state,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries  mentioned  in  the  tl)ird 
article;  and  also  civil  process  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  against  any  person  doniiciied  in  lliat  slate, 
or  against  property  taken  out  of  that  state  to  evade  the  laws 
thereof;  may  he  served  upon  any  of  the  said  waters,  within  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  York,  unless  such 
person  or  property  shall  he  on  board  a  vessel  aground  upon,  or 
fastened  to  the  sliore  of  the  state  of  New  York,  or  fastened  to  a 
wharf  adjoining  thereto,  or  unless  such  person  shall  be  under 
arrest,  or  such  properly  shall  he  under  seizure,  by  virtue  of  pro- 
cess or  autliority  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Jirticle  seventh.  Criminal  process,  issued  under  tlie  authori- 
ty of  tlie  stale  of  New  York,  against  any  person  accused  of  an 
offence  committed  within  liiat  state,  orconuniUed  on  board  of 
any  vessel  being  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  state 
as  aforesaid,  or  coinmitted  against  the  regulations  made  or  to 
be  made  by  that  state,  in  relaiion  to  the  fisheries  mentioned  in 
the  fitth  article;  and  also  civil  process  issued  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  stale  of  New  York  against  any  person  domiciled  in 
that  state,  or  against  property  taken  out  of  that  slate,  to  evade 
the  laws  tliereof,  may  be  served  upon  any  of  the  said  waters 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  tlie  state  of  New  Jersey,  un- 
less sucl)  person  or  property  shall  be  on  board  a  vessel  aground 
upon  or  fastened  to  the  shore  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  or  fas- 
tened to  a  wharf  adjoining  thereto,  or  unless  such  person  shall 
be  under  arrest,  or  such  property  shall  be  under  seizure,  by  vir- 
tue of  process  or  authority  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Jirticle  eighth.  This  agreement  shall  become  binding  on  the 
two  states  when  confirmed  by  the  leuisialures  thereof,  respec- 
tively, and  when  approved  by  the  congress  of  tlie  United  Slates. 
Done  in  four  parts,  (two  of  which  are  retained  by  the  com- 
missioners of  New  York  to  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  that 
elate,  and  the  other  two  of  which  are  retained  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  New  Jersey,  to  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  that 
etale),  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  sixteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eigiit  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
fifty-eighth.  Q.  F.  BUTLER, 

PETER  AUGUSTUS  JAY, 
HENIIY  SEYMOUR, 
THEO.  FRELINGUUYSEN, 
JAMES  PARKER, 
LUCIUS  Q.  C.  ELMER. 
And  whereas  the  said  agreement  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
legislatures  of  tiie  said  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  re- 
spectively, therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  consent  of  the  congress  of  the  U. 
States  is  hereby  given  to  the  said  agretnnenl,  and  to  each  and 
every  part  and  article  thereof,  provided,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  or  in  any  manner  afTect, 
any  right  of  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  in  and  over  the 
islands  or  waters  which  form  the  subject  of  the  said  agreement. 
Approved,  28th  June,  1834. 

An  act  concerning  the  duty  on  lead. 

Be  it  enacted,  &;c.  That  the  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on 
lead  in  pigs,  bars,  and  sheets,  shall  l)e  considered  as  extending 
to  all  articles  manul'actured  of  lead,  the  value  of  which  does  not 
exceed  double  that  of  the  raw  material  of  which  it  is  composed, 
excepting  lead  manufactured  into  pipes,  and  old  and  scrap  lead, 
which  shall  pay  the  same  duties  as  heretofore:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  extend  to  or  affect  the  present  du- 
ties on  red  and  white  lead,  shot,  sugar  of  lead,  and  litharge. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  section  shall  be  subject  to  the  reductions  in  duties 
provided  for  in  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  passed  second 
March,  one  liiousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Approved,  30th  June,  1834. 


An  act  to  suspend  the  operations  of  certain  provisoes  of  "an 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  approved  the.  fourteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two. 

Beit  enacted,  ^^c.  That  the  provisoes  of  the  tenth  and  twelfth 
clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  passed  July  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-two,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^ 
suspended  until  tlie  third  day  of  March 'next,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  inquire, 
whether  it  he  necessary  to  except  any  manufactured  articles 
from  the  operation  and  effect  of  those  provisoes,  by  reason  of 
the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  duties  chargeable  upon  such 
articles,  and  that  he  make  report  to  congress,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session. 
Approved,  June  .30th,  1834. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the  eeveral  acts  re- 
specting copy  rights. 
Be  it  enacted  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  conorcss  assembled.  That  all  deeds 
or  instruments  in  writing  for  the  transfer  or  assignnKmt  of  copy- 
rights being  proved  or  acknowledged  in  such  manner  as  deeds 
for  the  conveyance  of  land  are  required  by  law  to  be  proved  or 


acknowledged  in  the  same  state  or  district,  shall  aiid  may  be 
recorded  in  the  office  where  the  original  copyright  is  deposited 
and  recorded;  and  every  such  deed  oi  instrument  that  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter,  be  made  and  executed,  and  which  shall  not 
be  proved  or  acknowledged  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  within 
sixty  days  after  its  execution,  shall  be  judged  fraudulent  and 
void  against  any  subsequent  purchaser  or  inorlage  for  valuable 
consideration  without  notice. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court  shall  be  entitled  to  such  fees  for  performing  the  ser- 
vices herein  authorised  and  required,  as  he  is  entit'led  to  for 
performing  like  services  under  existing  laws  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Approved,  30lh  June,  1834. 

An  act  authorising  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy  to  make  experi- 
ments for  the  safety  of  the  steam  engine. 

Be  it  enacted,  £,-c.  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorised  and  empowered  to  examine  and  test  the 
steam  engine  devised  by  Benjamin  Pliillips,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
to  employ  said  Phillips,  and  such  other  persons  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  to  make  tlie  experiment. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  discretionary  pow- 
er be  vested  in  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  examine  and  test 
such  other  improvements  in  the  same  line,  as  may  hereafter  be 
pic-sented,  and  for  that  purpose  to  employ  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  he  may  deem  proper;  and  that  he  report  to  congress  as 
soon  as  may  be,  the  result  of  any  experiment  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  execution,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Approved,  SOthJune,  1834. 

GOLD  COINS. 
Prepared  expressly  for  '^  BickneWs  Reporter," 

,  ,        Present     ^'""'^''^ 
NAMES  OF  COINS.  ivcight.   „f  „1^"^  afterJu- 

stanaara.  ^^  ,^^  ,^ 

United  States.  dw.  gr.  d.  c.  m.     d.  c.  m. 

Eagle,  coined  before  July  31,  1834 11    6  10  10  66  5 

Do.    coined  after  July  31, 1834 10  18  10 

Shares  in  proportion. 

FOREIGN    GOLD. 

Brazil. 

Johannes,  i  in  proportion...., 18  16  17  06  4 

Dobraon 34  12  30  66  6  32  70  6 

Dobra , 18    6  16  22  2  17  30  1 

Moidore,i  in  proportion 6  22  6  14  9  6  55  7 

Crusado , 16^  59  8*  63  5 

Coluinhia. 
Doubloons ,,17    9 

England. 

Guinea,  i  in  proportion 5    8^  4  79  9  5  07  5 

Sovereign,    do 5    2|  4  57  4  84  6 

Seven  shilling  piece 119  160  169  8 

France. 

Double  Louis,  coined  before  1786 10  11  9  08  7  9  69  7 

Louis,                          do 5    5^  4  54  1  4  84  6 

Double  Louis,  coined  since  1786 9  20  8  59  9  15  3 

Louis                       do.        do 4  22  4  29  5  4  57  6 

Double  Napoleon,  or  40  fr 8    7  7  23  2  7  70  9 

Napoleon,  or  20              do ...4    3^  3  616  3  85  1 

Same  as  the  new  Louis, 

Guinea , ..5  4  38  3  4  65  5 

Mexico. 

Doubloons,  shares  in  proportion..... .17    9  14  56  15  53  5 

Portugal. 

Dobraon 34  12  30  66  G  32  70  6 

Dobra 18    6  16  22  2  17  30  1 

Johannes 18  16  17  06  4 

Moidore,  i  in  proportion ,..6  23  6  14  9  6  55  7 

Pieces  of  16  testoons,or  1,600  rees,..  2    6  1  99  2  2  12  1 

Old  crusado  of  400  rees 15  54  9  58  8 

New    do.          480   do 16J.  59  8  63  5 

Milree,  coined  in  1755.,.. 19J  73  2  78 

Spain. 
Quadruple  pistole,  1772,  double  and 

single  and  shares  in  proportion 17    8^  15  03  16  02  8 

Doubloon , 17    9  14  .''j6  15  53  5 

Pistole 4    8i  3  64  3  88  4 

Cornilla,  gold  dollar,  or  vintem,  1801.  1    3  9Q  1  98  3 


14  56        15  53  5 


THE  PRECIOUS  METALS. 

From  a  late  En<^lish  paper. 
An  elaborate  paper  prepared  in  the  foreign  office  has  been 
laid  before  parliament,  which  decides  the  question  as  to  the 
comparative  productions  of  the  American  gold  and  silver  minea 
during  the  last  ten  years,  ending  with  1829,  and  the  periods  im- 
mediately preceding.  This  return  exhibits  a  material  falling  off; 
and  although  much  of  the  diminutioi,  may,  perhaps,  fairly  be 
attributed  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  countries  in  which  the 
mines  are  situated,  still  there  is  abundant  reason  for  conclud- 
ing that  the  source  itself  is  approaching  to  exhaustion.  From 
this  curious  docuinent  we  make  the  following  abstract:— From 


NILES'  REGISTER— JULY    19,  1834— BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.     355 


1790  to  1809,  the  mines  of  Mexico  yielded  gold  to  the  value 
of    £4,52;i,378,  silver    i:94,429,;303,   tiiose    of  Panama,   gold 

£223,518,  silver  ;  Chili,  ^^old,   £8i)3,974,   silver   £944,736; 

Biieaod  Ayres,  gold,  £  I,BG2,9o5,  silvi^r  £19,280,630.  From  1810 
to  1821,  Mexico  yielded  gold,  £  1,913,075,  .-ilver,  £45,388,r29; 
Panama,  gold,  £23,608,  silver —;  Chili,  jrold,  £  1,904,514,  silver, 
£878,188;  Buenos  Ayres,  gold,  £2,161,9-10;  silver   £7,895,842; 
Eussia,  gold,  £3,703,743,  silver,  £1,502,981.     The  returns  from 
Monte  Video  are  too   vagne  to  lead  to  any  safe  results.     The 
comparative  increase  or  decrea;-e  in  periods  of  ten  years  as  fol- 
lows:—Mexico  from  1790  to   1799  and  1800  to  1809, in   gold  an 
increase    16  1-lOUi,    in   silver  a   decrease  of  2  2-5ths,   on    the 
whole  decrease  of  1  3  5tlis,  as  compared  with  the  first  period; 
from  1800  to  9;  in  gold  a  decrease  of  30,  of  silver  a  decrease  of 
lorty  eight  three-lifths,  on   the  whole  a  decrease  of  forty  seven 
lour  fifths  as  compared  with  the  first  period;  from  1820  lo  1829 
in  gold  a  decrease  of  78  7-lOtlis  silver  a  decrease  of  .56  2  5ths, 
on  the  whole  a  decrease  of  57  2-5ihs,  as  compared  with  the 
first  period.     Panama   from  1790  to  1799   and  1800  to  1809;  in 
gold  a  decrease  of  117-lOths  as  compared  with   the  first  period, 
from  1810  to  1819,  a  decrease  of  93  3  10th;   1820  to   1829,  a  de- 
crease of  86  4-5lhs.     Chili  from   1790  to  1799  and  1800  to  1809, 
in  gold  an  increase  of  65  4-5ths,  silver  a  decrease  of  31,  on  the 
whole  an  increase  of  4  3-5lhs,  1810  to  1819  in  gold  an  increase 
of  330i,  silver    an  increase  of   30    4  5ths,   on  the  whole   an 
increase  of  148  3  5ttis;   1820   to  1829,  in   gold  an  increase   of 
55  2  5ths,  silver  a  decrease  of  81  3-lOlhs;  on  the  whole   a  de- 
crease of  31  9-60lhs.     Buenos  Ayres   1790  to  1799  and  1800  to 
1809,  in   gold   an  increase  of  45  4-5ths,   silver  a  decrease   of 
23  4-5ths,  on  the  whole  a  decrease  of  19  l-5tli,  1809  to  1819  in 
gold  an  increase  of  42  3-5ths,  silver  a  decrease  of  51,  on   the 
whole  a  decrease  of  51  1-2;  1820  to  1829,  in  goid  an  increase 
of  42  3-5ths,  silver  a  decrease  of  70,  on  the  whole  a  decrease 
of  62  3-5ths.      From    1820  to  1829   Russia   produced   in   gold 
£3,703,743,  in  silver,  £1,502,981.  On  the  produce  of  the  whole 
of  these  mines,  therefore,  from  1790  to  1799,  and  fiom  1800  to 
1809,  there  has  been,  as  compared  with  the  first  period,  in  gold 
an  increase  of  26  4-5lh3  silver,  a  decrease  of  6  3  5ths,  on  the 
whole  a  decre;ise  of  4  4  5Lhs;  from  1810  to  1819,  in  gold  an  in- 
crease of  20  2-5thSj  silver  a  decrease  of  49  1-2.  on  the  whole 
a  decrease  of  45  4-5lhs;  and  from  1820  lo  1829,  in  gold  an  in- 
crease of  74  3  5ths,  silver  a  decrease  of  56  3-5ths,  and  on  the 
whole  a  decrease  of  49  7-lOths. 

— -»*♦©  @  g)0»»   ' 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
From  the  New   York  American,  of  July  14. 
We  lay  before  our  readers,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  an- 
nexed letters,  which  shew  with  what  promptness  the  bank  en- 
deavors to  meet,  so  far  as  it  can  at  the  moment,  the  wishes  of 
the  New  York  committee,  in  behalf  of  the  business  community. 
The  declaration  thus  made  by  the  bank,  that  all  curtailments 
liave  ceased,  and  the  implied  pledge  that,  as  occasion  requires, 
a  gradual  and  cautious  enlargement  of  its  loans  shall  be  made, 
constitute  most  important  information  to  the  state  banks  gener 
ally,  and  to  the  great  body  of  merchants  and  traders  in  shaping 
their  future  business: 

New  York,  lOlh  July,  1834. 
Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  many  merchants,  and  others  interested 
in  commerce,  in  this  city,  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  express  lo  you,  and  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  United  States  bank,  over  which  you  preside,  the  following 
views: 

A  large  portion  of  the  difficulties  under  which  the  commer- 
cial community  have  labored  for  some  months  past,  has  arisen 
from  the  restrictions  deemed  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  differences  existing  between  the 
executive  of  the  general  government  and  it;  and  so  long  as 
there  seemed  just  ground  for  the  continuance  of  such  restric- 
tions upon  its  issues  and  accommodations  to  the  mercantile 
public;  all  efforts  of  the  New  York  commercial  men  were  con- 
fined, to  endeavor  to  render  them  as  little  burdensome  as  possi- 
ble, and  to  endure  them  with  the  firmness  and  by  the  sacrifice, 
called  forth  by  evils  deemed  inevitable.  All  agree  that  the  pres- 
sure has  been  one  of  the  most  severe,  and  the  most  extensive, 
ever  known  in  our  country;  and  that  it  has  been  sustained  in  a 
manner  to  elevate  the  character,  and  to  make  known  the  re- 
sources, of  our  mercantile  community. 

So  long  as  congress  continued  in  session  it  was  not  deemed 
hopeless  to  look  for  some  decision  upon  the  great  questions  of 
finance,  which  were  agitating  our  country  from  its  centre  to  its 
extremities,  and  that  measures  of  relief  would  naturally  have 
flowed  from  the  definitive  action  of  the  national  legislature;  but 
disappointed  in  this  expectation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  the  United  States  bank,  in  safety 
beyond  all  contingency,  with  resources  abundant,  and  increas- 
ing beyond  all  example,  can,  and  ought,  to  come  forward  to  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  commercial  interests  of  ihc  country; 
and  we  will  not  doubt  its  concurrence  with  us  in  these  views. 
"*  which  so  naturally  result  from  premises,  which  must  be  equally 
apparent  to  it  and  to  us. 

In  the  true  spirit  which  should  ever  characterise  the  inter- 
course between  mercantile  men,  and  the  direction  of  the  great 
organ  of  commerce,  a  national  bank,  (and  in  the  increased  ne- 
cessity for  such  an  institution,  our  latter  experience  confirms 
our  former  opinions)  we  will  frankly  state  our  views  to  he,  that 
the  system  of  restriction  adopted  by  the  bank,  the  last  autumn, 
should  now  be  eritirely  abandoned,  aiiid  in  its  stead,  that  a  course 
of  free  and  useful  enlargement  of  its  loans  should  be  substitut- 


ed, to  the  extent  of  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars— at  such 
[)l.ices,  ill  such  amounts,  and  in  such  a  maimer  as  may  most 
cH'ccliiaily  restore  Uk;  opt.'rations  of  the  hank  to  its'  former  be- 
neficial iiilliience,  and  mci;i  the  object  piopost<l,  of  reviving 
public  cunfiiltiiicc,  and  oCgivinn  relief  and  sun/'Ort  to  a  commu- 
nity accusidiiied  to  n  ly  u|)i)n  bank  fiicililic*',  tor  the  commence- 
ment and  continuance  of  their  usual  commerce  and  trade. 
These  of  late  have  been  most  unfortonalily  inletrnpted,  if  not 
paralysed;  and  r imnoi  Ik;  grmrrally  or  nscdilly  renewed,  except 
by  the  full  and  free  cooperation  of  the  United  States  bank  i\a 
now  indicated,  especially  by  ihosc  who,  although  rich  in  enter- 
prise, skill  and  character,  are  yet  deficient  in  actual  capital — a 
class  which  consiimtes  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  communiiy 
— and  is  destined,  ere  long,  unless  prevented  by  a  continuance 
of  untoward  events,  la  furnish  leading  men  in  infiuence  and 
wealth. 

By  such  a  course,  adopted  by  the  United  States  bank,  public- 
ly proclaimed  and  zealously  persevered  in,  for  twelve  months 
at  least,  (which  will  afford  ample  time  for  any  measures  of  pre- 
caution on  its  part,  prior  to  1836),  the  most  beneficial  conse- 
quences would  be  secured — the  almost  extinct  impulse.of  pri- 
vate credit  would  be  revived — many  of  the  great  evils  of  our 
present  condition  would  be  removed — the  usual  facilities  of  bu- 
siness in  all  its  ramifications  would  be  promoted — the  recent 
lesson  of  sufi'ering  would  be  a  security  against  overtrading — and 
the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  nation  would,  at  least  measura- 
bly, resume  activity,  vigor  and  prosperity. 

The  intercourse  of  the  bank,  with  its  customers,  would  thus 
be  replaced  upon  its  former  footing  of  mutual  benefit,  and  the 
interest  of  both  be  promoted  by  so  natural  and  wise  a  policy; 
which  lo  be  of  the  greatest  advantage,  should  be  of  the  longest 
possible  duration,  and  be  so  understood  by  all  parlies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servants, 


(Signed)  JAMES  BROWN, 

JOHN  HAGGERTY, 
JAMES  G.  KING, 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL. 
GEORGE  GRISWOLD, 
THOS.  TILESTON, 
J.  W.  LEAVITT, 
JO.  GOODHUE, 
JOHN  A.  STEPHENS. 
To  N,  Biddle,  esq.  president  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  Philadcljihia. 

Bank  of  the   United  States,  July  lUA,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  lOth  instant,  which  was  immediately  submitted  to  the  board 
of  directors,  from  whom  it  could  not  fail  to  receive  the  respect- 
ful consideration  due  lo  the  signers  of  it. 

The  general  subject  of  which  it  treats  has,  as  you  may  na- 
turally suppose,  engaged  the  early  and  anxious  attention  of  the 
directors.    For  some  months  past,  the  principal  objection  of  the 
measures  has  been   to  provide  for  the  safely,  and   to  maintain 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  at  all  hazards.    The  restrictions  upon 
its  business,  which  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  imposing 
for  this  purpose,  were  as  painful  to  the  board  of  directors  as  to 
the  community;  and  they  confidently  trusted  that  the  national 
legislature,  if  it  sanctioned  the  measures  which  rendered  these 
restraints  necessary,  would  have  provided  other  means  of  miti- 
gating their  inevitable  pressure.     But  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress without  adopting  any  measures,  either  of  redress  to  the 
bank,  or  of  relief  to  the  community,  places  both  the  bank  and 
the  country  in  a  new  relatiim  to  each  other,  and  imposes  upon 
the  diminished  ability  of  the  bank  an  extraordinary  demand  for 
its  assistance.     To  that  claim  the  board  of  directors  cannot  be 
insensible.     They  f^,el  that  the  prosperity  of  the  bank  is  com- 
pletely identified  with  that  of  the  country;  and  they  deem  it  not 
merely  a  duty  but  a  gratification  to  interpose,  whenever  the 
resources  of  the   bank   can   be   safely   employed  in   the  relief 
and  support  of  the  great  interests  of  the  community.    Accord- 
ingly, on   the  27th   ultimo,  when   it  was   perceived   that  con- 
gress was  about  to  adjourn  without  adopting  any  measures  for 
the   relief  of  the  country,  the  board  appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  the  new  duties  which  that  event  might  devolve  upon 
the  bank,  and  their  report  was  this  day  adopted.    That  report 
contemplates  two  objects.     The   first  is  to  put  an  immediate 
end  to  all  the  curtailments   of  the  loans   hitherto   directed — a 
measure  which   was   forthwith   adopted.     The  second   regards 
the  future  expansion  of  the  loans  of  the  bank — a  subject,  as  you 
are  aware,  of  fitr  greater  difficulty  and  delicacy.     The  long  ex- 
perience and  Ihesagacity  in  business  for  which  so  many  of  you, 
gentlemen,  are  distinguished,  will,  I  think,  readily   suggest  to 
you  that  a  general  public  declaration  of  a  purpose  lo  add  to  the 
loans  of  the  hank  a  sum  of  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
might  be  productive  of  great  disadvantage,  as  well  to  the  bank 
as  to  the  public,  and  that  the  more  prudent  course  of  expansion, 
if  any  be  necessary,  would  be  to  increase  the  loans  cauticmsly 
al  those  points  which  most  require  relief.    To  such  a  policy  the 
board  are  well  disposed,  and  they  will  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  your  views  with  every  disposition  to  concur  in  them 
so  far  as  the  state  of  the  institution,  and  the  principles  on  which 
they  think  it  prudent  to  conduct  its  aftairs,  will  permit.     I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.BWDLi:,,  president. 
Messrs.  James  Broun,  John  Hasiaerty,  James  G.  Kin^^  C.  H. 
Russell,   G.  Grl.wold,  Thomas  Tilexton,  J.   fV.  Leavitt,  John 
Jl.  Stevens,  J.  Goodhue,  New  York. 
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Note — The  names  and  location  of  the  banks  in  the  states  of 
Delaware,  Ohio  and  South  Carolina,  and  in  the  territories  of 
Florida  and  Michigan,  embraced  in  the  foregoing  abstract,  were 
derived  from  the  February  number  of  "Bicknell's  Counterfeit 
Detector  an^  Baak  Not«  List,"  published  at  Philadelphia. 


NEW  YORK  MOBS. 
From  the  New   York  Daily  Advertiser,  of  July  8. 

"Last  evening  a  serious  riot  again  occurred  in  the  Chathanm 
street  chapel.  From  the  most  authemic  information  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  eye  witnesses,  the  following  constitute 
the  prominent  facts  of  the  case.  The  New  York  Sacred  Music 
society,  of  which  justice  Lowndes  of  the  police  court  is  the  pre- 
sident,  and  Dr.  Kockwell,  vice  president,  have  obtained  a  lease 
of  the  chafiel  for  $850  a  year,  to  be  used  by  them  every  Mon- 
day and  Thursday  night*,  for  the  purpose  of  practising  and  im- 
proving themselves  in  sacred  harmony.  The  society  were  to 
meet  last  night  in  tlie  chapel,  and  when  they  came,  found  i* 
pre  occupied  by  a  large  congregation  of  blacks  of  both  sexes; 
the  use  of  it  having  been  hired  to  them  by  some  person  for  $15, 
who  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  in  order  to  hear  a  sermon  from 
a  colored  man  named  Hughes.  Finding  themselves  excluded 
from  their  own  leased  premises,  by  the  blacks  who  had  as- 
sembled and  filled  the  church,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  to  in- 
form the  blacks  that  they  had  no  right  to  remain. 

For  this  purpose  Dr.  Rockwell  went  among  them,  and  in  the 
mildest  manner,  slated  the  facts  above  enumerated,  but  witfi- 
out  avail,  as  the  blacks  obstinately  refused  to  remove.  Others 
of  the  society  also  made  similar  representations  in  relation  to 
their  rights,  but  the  blacks  still  persisted  in  keeping  possession 
of  the  chapel. 

But  this  was  not  all,  the  anger  of  the  negroes  in  consequence 
of  the  request  to  remove,  was  aroused,  and  they  struck  Dr» 
Rockwell,  Mr.  Clark  and  olhers,  with  canes  loaded  with  leaden 
bullets  on  the  head,  knocked  sonie  down  and  injured  olhers 
severely.  The  alarm  was  raised,  crowds  assembled,  the  watch 
called,  and  entering  the  chapel,  expelled  the  whole  congrega- 
tion of  whites  and  blacks,  and  locked  up  the  church.  Previous 
to  this,  however,  a  regular  fight  took  place  in  the  interior  of 
the  chapel,  the  lamps  were  broken  to  pieces,  many  of  the  chairs 
and  seats  suffered  a  similar  fate,  and  the  house  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  battle  field,  where  hostile  armies  had  been  en- 
gaged. Six  or  eight  of  the  blacks  wore  arrested  and  carried  to 
the  watch  house,  and  a  riot  for  a  long  time  reigned  in  the  street. 

As  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  was  returning  to  his  house,  the  mob 
supposing  him  to  be  in  some  measure  instrumental  in  produc- 
ing the  disorder,  followed  him  wiih  violent  language,  and  stones 
were  also  hurled  at  his  house.  The  scene  was  one  of  deepanrf 
dark  disgrace,  and  many  an  innocent  while  man  suffered  to  ap- 
pease the  negro  wrath. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  July  10. 

It  is  with  pam  that  we  record  the  occurrence  of  three  more 
riots  last  niaht  in  this  city,  it  was  rumored  yesterday  tha£ 
another  abolition  meeting  was  to  be  held  rn  the  evening  at  the 
Chatham  street  chapel,  and  such  had  been  the  excitement  oc- 
casioned by  the  recent  course  of  the  fanatics,  that  serious  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  lest  personni  violence  might  en- 
sue. Nor  was  that  apprehension  causeless.  We  have  long 
been  of  the  opinion,  and  frequently  expressed  it,  that  the  abo- 
litionists are  the  worst  enemies  the  blacks  of  this  city  have. 
They  are  holding  out  to  them  the  prospect  of  amalgamation, 
feeding  their  pride  with  impracticable  hopes,  exclaiming  ant* 
denouncing  the  prejudice  against  color,  leading  them  to  believe 
that  they  are  unjustly  and  cruelly  treated  by  the  whites,  by  the 
denial  of  equal  political  and  social  privileges,  fomenting  thefr 
passions,  denouncing  all  who  will  not  join  them  in  tiieir  absurd 
crusade  as  kidnappers,  villains,  man  stealers,  thieves  and  pi- 
rates, inviting  them  to  sit  with  the  whites  indiscriminately. 

We  all  know,  that,  in  a  large  city  like  this,  there  is  ever  a 
body  of  men  ripe  and  ready  for  scene*  of  liot.  They  neither 
know  nor  care  for  causes  or  consequences.  The  pleasure  of  ^ 
row  is  all  they  seek.  They  scorn  amalgamation  with  the  blacks, 
and,  therefore,  are  the  more  ready  tq  resent  the  offensive  pro- 
posal. It  is  to  this  class  of  men  generally,  so  far  as  we  have, 
been  informed,  that  the  riots  of  last  evening,  and  on  the  pre- 
ceding days,  are  mainly  to  be  ascribed.  They  accord  in  senti- 
ment and  feeling,  it  is  true,  with  the  great  mass  of  the  white 
community,  but  the  more  respectable  and  orderly  portion  of 
our  citizens  disclaim,  in  all  sincerity,  recourse  to  violence,  and 
believe  that  these  fanatics  may  and  will  be  put  down  by  the 
operation  of  the  laws,  and  the  overwhelming  power  of  public 
opinion.  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  nothing  in  these  distur- 
bances can  be  ascribed  to  the  colonizationists.  They  had  no 
part  or  lot  in  the  matter.  It  was  an  affair  not  connected  witl^ 
their  interests  or  objects.  It  grew  out  of  the  absurd  and  out- 
rageous project  of  the  abolitionists  to  force  public  sentiment 
and  mulatoize  our  posterity.  * 

The  curtain  of  the  first  scene  was  drawn  at  the  Chatham 
street  chapel.  About  dusk,  the  street  was  thronged  with  peo- 
ple, collected,  some  to  look  on,  and  others  to  participate  in  the 
scenes  that  might  take  place.  But  we  learn  that  an  agent  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  building,  learning  the  uses  that  had  been 
made  of  it  by  Mr.  Green,  the  lessee,  had  endeavored,  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  to  procure  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  de- 
secration. Not  being  able  to  procure  it  in  sufficient  time,  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  close  ihe  gates;  and  the  key  was  de- 
posited with  the  mayor. 

About  9  o'clock,  however,  the  crowd  found  means  to  effect 
an  entrance  into  the  chapel.  Mr.  William  V.  Wilder  was  call- 
ed on  to  preside.  He  addressed  the  meeting,  and  gave  a  sketch 
of  the  miseries  brought  on  the  slaves  of  St.  Domingo — which  he, 
himself  witnessed,  by  the  too  sudden  Rbolition  of  slavery  in  that 


358  NILES'  REGISTER— JULY   19,  1834— MOBS  IN  NEW  YORK. 


island.  He  then  moved  a  resolution  to  adjourn  until  tlie  next 
meeting  of  tlie  anti-slavery  society.  The  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment was  put,  and  unanimously  carried,  and  the  meeting  was 
dispersed. 

As  tliis  had  gone  off  too  quietly  for  the  taste  of  those  who 
were  disposed  for  a  row,  an  invitation  was  loudly  given  to  re- 
pair to  the  Bowery  theatre.  A  Mr.  Farren,  ti)e  stage  manager, 
an  Englishman,  and  whose  benefit  night  it  was,  had  been  ac- 
cused of  using  languago^disrespectful  to  the  Americans.  Hand- 
bills to  that  etfeet  had  been  posted  up  through  the  city  during 
the  day.  An  immense  mass  surrounded  the  theatre,  and  soon 
affected  an  entrance.  They  then  took  entire  possession  of  the 
liouse;  and,  notwithstanding  the  apologies  and  entreaties  of 
Messrs.  Hamblin  and  Forrest,  they  succeeded  in  putting  an  end 
to  Metamora,  without  waiting  the  tragic  conclusion  to  which  he 
was  destined  by  the  author.  By  the  interference  ofthe  munici- 
pal authorities,  the  theatre  was  at  length  cleared,  and  compa- 
rative order  restored. 

Not  as  yet  sated  with  tumult,  a  bell  was  rung,  and  a  cry 
arose  of  "away  to  Arthur  Tap|)an's." 

An  account  of  the  disgraceful  proceedings  that  followed,  we 
copy  from  a  morning  contempoiary.  "A  great  number  then 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  in  Rose  street. 
broke  open  the  door,  smashed  the  windows,  and  threw  the 
furniture  into  the  street. 

"The  watchmen  now  made  their  appearance  here  also,  charg- 
ed the  crowd,  and  for  a  lime  cleareil  the  street.  The  mob  re- 
treated, provided  themselves  with  brickbats,  and  discharged  a 
volley  at  the  watchmen,  wmO  were  thus  driven  from  the  ground. 
The  mob  now  lighted  a  fire,  and  fed  it  with  the  bed  and  bedding 
taken  from  the  house.  At  this  time,  an  alarm  of  fire  was  or- 
dered to  be  sounded,  which  brought  the  engines  to  the  spot,  and 
order  was  finally  restored  at  this  place,  though  not  till  near  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning." 

It  is  perfectly  evident  from  what  has  transpired,  that  our  city 
is  in  a  combustible  state.  In  addition  to  the  fuel  applied  by  the 
abolitionists  to  increase  the  excitement  in  the  ways  before  re- 
ferred to,  a  series  of  articles  have  been  published  in  the  Eman- 
cipator, signed  by  E.  Wright,  jr.  in  which  intimations  were 
thrown  out,  covertly  inviting  to  a  forcible  resistance  to  the  laws 
which  authorise  the  recapture  by  their  masters  of  runaway 
slaves.  Encouraged  probably,  by  these  inflammatory  numbers, 
the  walls  of  our  streets  were  placarded  on  Tuesday  night  with 
infamous  handbills. 

Although  none  disapprove  more  decidedly  than  we  have  done, 
the  course  Mr.  Tappan,  and  his  professors,  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  abolition,  yet  we  condemn  most  unqualifiedly  the 
attack  made  last  night  upon  his  premises.  We  profess  to  live 
under  a  government  of  laws,  and  the  sanctity  of  private  habita- 
tion and  repose  are  not  to  be  violated.  We  hope  the  autiiors 
of  the  injuries  to  his  dwelling  will  be  detected  and  brought  to 
condign  punishment.  No  provocation  can  be  sufficient,  where 
the  laws  are  peaceably  and  impartially  administered,  to  justify 
a  resort  to  personal  outrage. 

Whispers  are  afloat  that  further  violence  is  in  contemplation. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  it  is  witiiout  tiie  shadow  of  foundation. 
Let  every  lover  of  the  city's  peace  put  his  face  against  every 
movement  calculated  to  disturb  it.  By  personal  violence,  the 
rights  and  property  of  others,  besides  the  obnoxious  individuals, 
may  be  destroyed.  Should  there  be  the  least  indication  that 
these  rumors  are  not  tlie  off:r^pring  of  a  fevered  brain,  we  trust 
the  public  auilsnnties  will  take  the  earliest  and  most  rffieient 
measures  to  put  down,  with  a  strong  hand,  the  first  buddings  of 
disorder. 

From,  the  same  of  July  11. 

The  excitement  nourished  by  the  abolitionists  has  burst  into 
a  flame;  and  they  are  now  in  danger  of  being  consumed  by 
fires  of  their  own  kindling.  For  their  protection  they  must 
stand  indebted  to  those  they  have  villified,  whose  motives  tiiey 
have  aspersed,  whose  conduct  and  characters  they  have  as- 
sailed by  every  term  of  contumely  and  rcprtjacli,  and  whose 
identity,  as  a  nation  of  white  men,  they  have  sought  to  degrade 
by  reducing  to  it  the  condition  of  mongrels.  We  rejoicf^,  how- 
ever, in  the  belief  that  t/iei/ udll  be  protected,  and  that  however 
much  Ihcy  may  have  forfeited  any  claim  to  personal  sympathy, 
the  supremacy  ofthe  laws  will  be  maintained.  The  rumors  to 
which  we  alluded  yesterday,  and  which  we  then  hoped  were 
unfounded,  gathered  force  as  time  advanced,  and  we  perceived 
with  regret  that  the  whirlwind  which  the  fanatics  had  raised,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  allay.  Fortunately,  however,  although  it 
could  not  be  wholly  allayed,  its  fury  was  repressed  by  tite  in 
terposition  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities,  and  the  eObrts 
of  the  more  p(!aceable  ordi-r  of  our  citizens. 

About  dusk,  as  we  learn,  a  great  assemblage  made  their  ap 
pearance  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan's  house,  in  Hose 
street,  evidently  with  no  friendly  doign.     Being  ordered,  how- 
ever, to  disperse,  they  olicyed  the  command. 

The  next  movement  was  in  the  direction  of  Dr.  Cox's  ehurchi 
at  the  corner  of  Laight  and  Varick  streets.  Here  they  as- 
sembled in  great  nnsnbers,  and  began  pelting  the  windows  with 
stones,  with  every  variation  of  voice  and  diversity  of  imise  that 
had  been  heard  from  the.  confusion  of  tongues  at  Buliel.  The 
mayor,  justice  Lowndes,  the  district  attorney  and  a  pusse  of  po- 
lice officers  and  watrhmen  arriving,  they  were  prcvcnltul  from 
committing  further  depri'(l;!M(m. 

Dr.  Cox's  house,  No.  :!,  Charlton  street,  was  the  next  object 
of  attack,  and  tliilher   liny   repaired   in   squads  from   various 


directions.  The  doctor,  anticipating  an  attack,  had  sent  a  le»- 
ter  in  the  morning  to  the  mayor,  requesting  the  protection  of 
the  civil  authority,  and,  after  packing  up  and  removing  hi3 
furniture,  had,  with  his  family,  left  the  citvin  the  afternoon.  As 
soon  as  the  mob  arrived,  they  commenced  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, by  breaking  in  the  two  lower  windows,  with  their  blinds, 
and  the  door.  The  latter  had  been  barricadoed,  and  they  had 
scarcely  eflTected  an  entrance,  before  the  police  officers  and 
watchmen  aided  by  two  detachments  of  horse  that  were  at 
hand,  dislodged  the  rioters.  They  were  thenceforward  kept  at 
bay;  but  the  street,  as  far  back  to  the  east  as  Thompson  street, 
was  filled  with  persons  with  paving  stones,  which  they  smote 
together,  saying  in  a  deep  under-tone,  "all  together."  A  fence 
in  the  neighborhood  was  torn  down  and  converted  into  clubs, 
and  ranges  of  carts  dravvn  together  across  the  streets,  in  many 
places,  to  impede  the  horsemenj  should  the  latter  assail  them. 
Formidable,  however,  as  these  indications  were,  the  attack  on 
Dr.  Cox's  house  was  not  renewed;  but  in  the  meantime  a  por- 
tion of  tlie  rioters  returned  to  the  Laight  street  church,  and  re- 
commenced hostilities.  A  few  more  panes  of  glass  were  broken, 
but  no  further  essential  damage  was  done,  although  it  was  not 
until  a  very  late  hour  that  the  tumult  had  entirely  ceased. 

One  o'clock.  We  regret  to  add  that  appearances  indicate  a 
renewal  of  the  disturbances  of  to-night.  A  large  collection 
have  been  assembled  around  Dr.  Cox's  house,  all  the  morn- 
ing, and  have  increased,  it  is  said  to  the  number  of  300  already; 
and  the  police  have  just  despatched  100  officers  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace.  Again,  we  say,  let  every  lover  of  good 
order  set  his  face  against  these  proceedings.  Especially,  let  no 
one  repair  to  any  scene  of  riot  merely  as  a  spectator.  '  If  they 
do  not  choose  to  assist  in  quelling  it,  they  had  better  remain  at 
home.  Their  presence  only  increases  the  confidence  of  the 
rioters,  and  weakens  the  power  of  the  officers,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  expose  themselves  to  accidents  personal  and  legal. 

Military  force,  we  presume,  will  be  again  resorted  to.  Nearly 
all  the  aldermen  and  assistants  were  on  the  spot  during  the 
night.  Some  of  them  have  been  severely  hurt,  and  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  of  them  that  they  will  be  kept  on  fatigue  duty 
of  this  sort,  night  after  night.  Let  the  leaders,  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  producing  the  present  stale  of  things,  give  a 
pledge  to  desist  in  their  mad  career,  and  we  are  satisfied  that 
immediate  security  of  their  persons  and  property  may  be  relied 
on,  and  the  city  restored  to  its  wanted  tranquillity.  Such  a 
pledge  Vi'ould  be  more  effective  than  a  regiment  of  soldiers. 

From  the  same  of  July  12. 

Although  nothing  can  justify  the  atrocious  coarse  which  & 
few  misguided  individuals  have  pursued  for  the  last  eighteen' 
months,  yet  even  rebuke  should  be  suspended  until  the  present 
mad  tumults  have  fully  subsided.  So  long  as  disapprobation  of 
their  proceedings  was  confined  to  that  sort  of  expression  whicte 
is  usual  at  theatres  on  the  representation  of  a  bad  play,  we  did 
not  deem  ourselves  called  upon,  as  public  journalists,  to  ani- 
madvert, nor  give  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  na- 
tural  ebullition  of  feeling  which  was  produced.  But  from  the 
first  moment  that  a  serious  attack  was  made,  on  the  night  of 
Wednesday,  upon  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan, 
we  have  raised  the  voice  of  warning  against  acts  of  violence  as 
seriously  and  as  constantly  as  we  did  before  against  the  mad 
measures  that  have  brought  these  calamities  in  their  train. 

But  it  seems  that  the  press  is  of  little  avail  in  stemming  the 
torrent  of  popular  fury  when  it  is  once  excited.  We  can  now 
appeal  only  to  the  strong  arm  ofthe  law:  and  even  that,  unless 
more  vigorously  extended  than  it  has  hitherto  been,  will  prove 
inadequate  to  our  protection.  Day  after  day  we  are  compelled 
to  become  the  chroniclers  of  our  city's  disgrace,  and  it  is  with 
undissembled  repugnance  that  we  are  constrained  to  give  th8 
details  ofthe  last  night's  turmoil. 

The  assemblage  around  the  house  of  Dr.  Cox,  to  which  we 
alluded  in  our  P.  S.  at  one  o'clock  yesterday,  was  completely 
dispersed  by  the  officers  sent  by  the  poliee,  and  tranquillity  pre- 
served until  evening.  Dr.  Cox  had  returned  to  his  house  in  the 
morning,  and  we  regret  to  learn  that  on  his  departure  from  it, 
he  was  rudely  followed  by  a  mol>  of  boys,  until  he  found  refuge 
in  the  house  of  a  parishioner  and  friend. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  following  proctamatioir 
was  issued  by  the  mayor: 

Proclamation  of  Cornelius  W.  Lau'rence,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  mayor  feels  himself  compelled  by  a  sense  of  public  diity^ 
to  notice  the  riotous  conduct  of  a  large  number  of  citizens  dur- 
ing the  nights  of  the  9th  and  lOih  inst.  However  repugnant  to 
the  good  sense  of  this  community,  are  the  doctrines  and  mea- 
sures of  a  few  misguided  individuals,  on  the  subject  which  has 
led  to  the  existing  excitement  ofthe  public  mind,  their  conduct 
affords  no  justification  for  popular  commotion.  The  laws  are 
sufficient  to  restrain  whatever  is  subversive  of  public  morals, 
an<l  to  punish  all  violations  of  public  decorum.  On  them  alone 
must  tlie  citizen  rely,  and  misjudging  and  imprudent  men,  as 
well  as  the  most  temperate  and  discreet,  must  be  protected  in 
their  undoubted  rights  of  persrin  and  property. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  allude  to  the  interruptions 
of  the  p^-^ce  during  the  two  last  nights;  but  there  beini;  reason 
to  ap[)rehend  that  fnrtluir  disordi^rs  are  contemplated,  the 
mayor,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  is- 
sues this  proclamation,  enjoining  all  good  citizens  to  refrain 
from  mingling  with  any  crowd  which  uiay  assemble  in  the 
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streets  during  the  evening;  and  to  use  their  influence,  each 
within  liis  own  proper  spliere  of  action,  to  prevent  such  con- 
gregations. 

Parents,  guardians  and  employers  are  called  upon  to  co-ope- 
rate in  the  purpose  of  this  reconiinendaliun,  by  guarding  with 
unusual  vigilance  tliose  under  their  control,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  excitement. 

The  watch,  and  all  puhlic  oflicers,  are  hereby  required  to  be 
active  and  prudent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  mayor  assures  tlie  community  that  the  magistrates  have 
adopted  efficient  measures  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  to  preserve  the  i)ublic  [x-aoe;  ai\d  to  this  end,  they 
are  resolved  to  exercise  with  energy  the  powers  with  wiiich 
they  have  been  intrusted. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  tlie  mayoralty  of  the  city 

of  New  York,  this  eleventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 

r~i,^        our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

'  CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE. 


A  large  body  of  the  military  was  assembled  at  the  Arsenal, 
City  Hall,  the  Bazaar,  and  some  other  places,  at  an  early  hour 
Jast  evening  in  readiness  to  repair  to  any  point  to  which  they 
might  be  called  for  the  suppression  of  any  lawless  outrage. 

About  nine  o'clock,  the  first  overt  acts,  under  the  refuge  of 
darkness,  were  perpetrated  by  ah  attack  upon  the  store  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Tappan,  in  I'eail  street.  The  rioters  commenced  by 
throwing  stones  at  the  building, and  the  watchmen,  to  the  num- 
ber of  fifteen  or  twenty,  are  said  to  have  been  compelled  to 
leave  the  ground.  A  reinforcement,  however,  under  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Lowndes,  came  up,  and  had  hardly  made  an  exhibition  of 
their  insiania,  before  tlie  rioters  retreated.  In  ihe  intervening 
period.  Alderman  Labagii,  notwithstanding  a  severe  wound  he 
had  received,  manifested  great  courage  and  perseverance  in 
keeping  the  mob  at  bay.  They  dared  not  force  the  doors,  being 
apprised  that  a  body  of  citizens  were  stationed  within  who  were 
well  armed  with  muskets  to  defend  the  premises. 

During  the  evening,  some  two  or  three  hundred  persons  as- 
sembled near  Dr.  Cox's  church  in  Laight  street,  but  all  was 
comparatively  quiet  until  about  9  o'clock,  when  a  reinforce- 
ment came  down  Varick  street,  armed  with  stones,  which,  on 
arriving  opposite  the  church,  they  discharged  against  the  win- 
dows and  doors,  and  did  more  injury  than  was  done  the  previ- 
ous night.  At  this  moment  but  few  police  officers  and  watch- 
men were  on  the  spot,  and  they  had  to  fly  before  the  immense 
mob.  They  rallied  at  the  corner  of  Beach,  and  a  messenger 
was  immediately  sent  ofT  for  the  jnilitary. 

At  this  moment  shouts  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Spring 
street,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  tliat  the  work  of  destruction 
was  going  on  against  the  church  in  that  street  under  the  pasto- 
ral care  of  the  rev.  Mri  Ludlow.  The  mob  commenced  by 
pulling  down  the  fence  which  surrounded  the  church,  and  then 
demolished  the  windows,  broke  into  the  house  and  demolished 
the  interior.  The  session  or  conference  room  soon  shared  the 
same  fate.  The  materials  of  the  building  were  brought  into  the 
street,  and  made  into  a  barricade  to  prevent  the  approach  of 
the  horse.  Behind  this,  carts  were  placed  across  the  streets 
chained  together.  About  ten  o'clock  the  mch  began  to  ring  the 
church  bell,  which  was  followed  by  a  few  stroke?  from  the 
watch  house  bell  in  Prince  street.  It  had  not  the  efTect  iiitend- 
ed,  which  was  to  call  out  the  firemen. 

Messengers  had  been  dispatched  to  the  City  Hall,  and  a  few 
minutes  before  eleven  o'clock,  the  27th  regiment  of  National 
Guards,  under  the  command  of  col.  Stevens,  marched  down 
Spring  street.  The  detachment  had  been  previously  ordered 
to  Pearl  street  for  the  security  of  Mr.  Tappan's  store,  but  being 
countermanded,  proceeded  to  Spring  street,  as  before  recited. 
On  arriving  there,  they  found  the  street  barricaded  on  both 
sides  of  the  church,  and  so  complete  was  the  barrier,  that  a 
considerable  time  elapsed  before  |)ossession  of  the  church  could 
be  obtained.  During  this  period  the  bell  was  kept  ringing:  tlie 
rope  was  finally  cut  by  order  of  col.  Stevens.  The  first  barrier 
was  carried  with  little  difficulty  by  the  pioneer  guard  alone. 
The  second  was  more  formidable,  forming  a  bastion,  behind 
which  was  assembled  a  large  body  of  the  rioters.  A  proposi- 
tion was  made  to  col.  S.  to  retreat,  which  he  declined,  and 
thereupon  his  detachment  approached  it,  and  soon  carried  that 
also,  by  no  greater  force  than  the  pioneer  guard,  and  a  few  sol- 
diers detached  from  the  column.  They  were  soon  joined  by 
justice  Lowndes,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  watchmen,  and  thus 
reinforced,  thoroughly  cleared  Spring  street;  nor  is  it  correct 
that  on  any  occasion,  the  military  retreated  before  the  mob. 
A  report  has  also  obtained  that  the  military  were  unprovided 
with  ammunition.  This  also  is  untrue.  They  were  supplied 
with  six  rounds  per  man  of  ball  cartridge,  which,  had  the  riot- 
ers proceeded  to  further  extremities,  they  would  doubtless  have 
ascertained  to  their  cost. 

After  leaving  Spring  street,  they  proceeded  to  the  residence 
of  the  rev.  Mr.  Ludlow,  in  Thompson  street,  whose  family  had 
retired.  Here  they  broke  in  the  windows  and  doors,  and  did 
all  the  injury  they  thought  proper,  and  left  the  ground. 

The  following  additional  particulars  we  insert  from  the  Daily 
Advertiser  of  this  morning: 

Five  Points.  This  was  a  scene  of  great  riot  and  disturbance; 
the  vengeance  of  the  mob  appeared  to  be  directed  entirely 
against  the  blacks;  whenever  a  colored  person  appeared,  it  was 
a  signal  of  combat,  fight  and  riot.  Five  houses  of  bad  cha- 
racter, were  principally  demolished;  many  broken  heads  was 
the  result  of  the  affray.    The  authorities,  with  alderman  Ferris 


and  assistant  alderman  Ballagh  at  their  head,  were  very  active^ 
indeed  the  alderman  and  as*islant  conducted  in  the  most  ener- 
g(!lic  manner,  and  seized  several  which  they  put  in  charge  of 
the  watch.  The  mob  made  it  a  rule  that  whenever  a  house 
was  not  illuminated  by  candles,  they  would  dash  in  the  win- 
dows. In  this  way,  the  streets  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Five 
Points,  prcKiMited  a  brilliant  appearance.  The  whole  neighbor- 
hood was  in  great  con fu!>ion  all  night. 

^1  church  and  four  houses  injured.  2  o^cIock.  We  have  just 
returned  Irom  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  scenes  we  liave  ever 
witnessed.  In  thirty  years'  acquaiiilance  with  the  city  nothing 
has  ever  ha|)p(;ned  to  compare  with  it.  At  11  o'clock  the  mob 
to  the  number  of  some  thousands,  comnitMiced  their  woik  of 
fieiid-like  destruction,  by  tearing  down  St.  Philip's  Episcopal 
church  in  Centre  str(!et,  and  occupied  by  a  colored  congrega- 
tion.    We  stood  by  for  two  hours  witnessing  these  outrages. 

For  more  than  two  hours  they  had  entire  possession  of  that 
portion  of  the  city,  without  any  one  to  molest  them.  Hundreds 
of  citizens  stood  by,  anxious  to  intertere,  but  the  odds  were  too 
tearful.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  describe  the  scene;  hun- 
dreds of  infuri.iied  devils  were  shouting,  hollowing  and  busily 
employed  in  tearing  out  the  doors  and  windows,  the  interior  of 
the  church,  and  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  and 
throwing  it  into  the  street.  After  they  had  finished,  they  at- 
tacked one  house  adjoining,  atid  three  opposite,  all  occupied 
by  colored  people,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which  they  de- 
molished. Their  rage  appeared  to  be  declared  against  the 
blacks. 

A  few  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  having  exhausted  their 
strength,  they  gave  three  cheers  and  shouted  away  to  Anthony 
street.  A  large  body  of  watchmen,  wit!)  Hays  at  their  head  , 
entered  the  street  and  dispersed  the  crowd. 

The  military  were  on  duty,  and  the  mayor  was  5t  the  hall  all 
night.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  however,  that  the  H'ob  were 
complete  masters  of  the  city,  and  the  city  government  was 
overawed,  and  for  the  lime  at  an  end. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  man  of  correct  views  to  look  on  and 
witness  the  fury  of  a  mob,  and  not  feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
to  cling  to  the  support  of  the  laws. 

We  hope  the  riot  and  disgrace  is  at  an  end,  but  we  liave  no 
confidence  that  it  is,  or  will  be,  until  the  military  are  called 
out,  and  every  assemblage  is  dispefsed  by  military  force. 

Three  o^clock.  The  last  accounts  we  have  is,  that  the  mob 
were  on  their  way  to  Spring  street,  but  it  is  not  known  whether 
any  further  violence  was  done.  The  mob  appeared  to  act  with 
great  judgment  and  concert.  We  observed  that  every  few  mi- 
nutes tiieir  messengers  would  arrrve  and  announce  to  them 
whether  the  watch  were  in  force  or  not.  They  appeared  to  be 
in  different  detachments,  and  to  appear  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  at  once. 

These  gross  violations  of  decency  and  order  we  totally  con- 
demn, yet  there  are  two  particular  circumstances  respecting 
them,  which  admit  of  no  excuse  or  palliation,  and  which  we 
especially  deprecate.  The  first  is  the  attack  upon  the  blacks 
and  their  properly.  The  other  act  to  which  we  allude  is  the 
sacrilegious  attack  upon  the  churches.  Even  a|)art  from  any 
considerations  that  they  have  been  consecrated  to  ihe  service 
of  the  Most  High,  yet  there  is  rank  injustice  in  this  infamous 
proceeding.  Dr.  Cox's  church,  for  instance,  has  been  twic*"-  or 
thrice  assailed — and  yet  it  is  publicly  known  that  nine  out  of 
ten  of  the  trustees  of  that  church  dissent  from  tiicir  pastor  in 
his  opinions  on  the  subject,  which  has  given  so  much  offence. 

Thus  it  is  perceived  that  the  innocent  are  pnni.-lied  for  the 
sins  of  the  guilty  (if  guilty  they  are).  But  we  are  aware  that  it 
is  almost,  if  not  wholly,  useless,  to  reason  with  a  mob.  The 
strong  arm  of  power,  when  their  passions  or  prejudices  are  ex- 
cited, is  the  only  power  they  can  be  broimht  to  respect.  It  is 
high  time  that  that  power  should  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them 
with  more  efficiency  than  it  has  hitherto  done.  The  sacred- 
ness  of  home  must  not  be  violated.  Churches  must  not  be  ran- 
sacked and  demolished.  The  peace  and  repose  of  our  citizens 
must  not  be  disturbed  by  these  marauders.  If  mild  measures 
will  not  reclaim  them,  resort  must  be  had  to  such  asu-ill  be  effi- 
cacious. They  are  said  to  spurn  the  watchman's  club,  and  de- 
ride the  mace  of  the  police  oflicer. 

But  before  any  fatal  instruments  of  destruction  are  applied, 
let  proclamations  from  the  mayor,  by  thousands,  be  prominent- 
ly posted  on  every  corner  and  conspicuous  place  in  the  city, 
warning  all  persons  who  are  unwilling  to  incur  the  hazards  of 
participating  in  Hie  mobs,  to  remain  at  home.  Then  the  milita- 
ry will  have  no  fear  of  killing,  maiming  or  wounding  the  inno- 
cent. What  are  the  arrangements  for  tiie  ensuins;  evening  we 
have  not  been  informed;  but  from  the  perils  which  surround  us, 
may  heaven  inspire  wisdom  and  firmness  to  defend  us! 

Half-past  tn-elve  o''clock.  We  have  this  moment  received  the 
second  proclamation  of  the  mayor.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  the 
military  force  of  the  city  is  called  out — the  mayor,  also,  invites 
the  assistance  of  the  citizens  and  requests  them  to  call  at  his 
office  and  be  clothed  with  special  authority  to  aid  in  suppress- 
ing the  riots. 


PROCLAMATION. 

W^iiEREAS,  this  city  has  again  been  the  scene  of  riotous  pro- 
ceedings, disgraceful  to  a  community  living  under  a  government 
of  laws;  and  ivhereai  the  rights  of  peaceable  citizens  have  been 
infringed,  and  their  property  destroyed!  now,  therefore, 

I,  Cornelius  W.  Laurehce,  mayor  of  the  citii  of  New  York,  do 
hereby  require  and  command  all  good  citizens  to  unite  in  aid 
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of  the  civil  authorities,  to  put  an  end  to  these  disreputable  oc- 
currences. 

I  enjoin  and  request  citizens  to  offer  their  services,  and  to 
receive  authority  to  act  as  a  part  of  the  civil  power.  I  call  up- 
on commanding  oflBcers  of  all  organized  military  corps,  to  vo- 
lunteer in  support  of  the  laws.  Commandants  will  select  their 
own  places  of  rendezvous,  and  report  their  numbers  and  posi- 
tion at  the  mayor's  office,  by  or  before  6  o'clock,  P.  M.  this 
day. 

And  further,  r  caution,  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  all  those 
who,  to  resent  an  offensive  difference  of  opinion,  have  allowed 
themselves  to  usurp  the  authority  of  the  laws,  against  inciting 
or  abetting  further  commotion. — The  laws  must  be  maintained. 
Destruction  of  life  must  inevitably  result  from  a  repetition  of 
similar  acts  of  violence.  The  magistrates  are  governed  solely 
by  a  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  to  protect  the 
lives  and  property  of  its  inhabitants;  and  in  their  endeavors  to 
effect  this  end,  they  will  shrink  from  the  exercise  of  no  power 
placed  within  their  control. 

I  hereby  caution  and  request  all  persons  who  have  not  report- 
ed themselves  to  me,  and  been  authorised  to  act  in  support  of 
the  laws,  to  remain  at  home  during  the  present  excitement. 

CITIZENS    OF    NEW    YORK. 

By  your  respect  for  the  character  of  the  city,  and  the  interest 
you  all  have  in  the  preservation  of  the  laws;  by  your  regard  for 
the  safety  of  your  families,  and  friends,  I  call  upon  you  to  as- 
sist in  keeping  the  peace. 

Given  under  ray  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  at  the  City  Hall,  this  twelfth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ihiriy-fcar.      CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE. 

First  division  N.  Y.  state  artillery  July  12,  1834. 

(X^  At  I'ne  request  of  his  honor  the  mayor,  the  division  is  or-, 
dered  for  duty  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city.  The  several 
brigades  of  the  division  will  form  on  their  respective  parade 
grounds  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  and  report  to  the  major 
general  at  the  mayor's  office.  City  Hall. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  mayor  and  the  magistrates  have 
used  every  due  diligence  to  put  down  the  spirit  of  misrule  that 
has  been  exhibited  these  few  days  past,  and  their  duties  have 
been  very  arduous,  they  have  found  it  necessary  again  to  ap- 
peal to  the  military,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  aid  them. 

Governed  on  these  occasions,  as  the  military  necessarily 
must  be,  by  the  mat'istracy,  the  community  will  not  attribute  to 
them  a  want  of  determination  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  all  riotous  proceedings. 

We  therefore  confidently  hope  we  shall  be  sustained  by  our 
fellow-citizens  in  the  performance  of  our  duties,  whatever  they 
may  be. 

The  services  of  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Mumford  are  accepted,  and  he  is  directed  to  report  to  col.  Mor- 
ris, commanding  the  6th  brigade,  by  whom  a  post  will  be  assign- 
ed to  them  in  line.        By  order  of  major  general  Morton. 

S.  D.  JACKSON,  division  inspector, 

riot   at    NEWARK. 

What  are  we  coming  to.?  Where  are  these  mischiefs  to  end.' 
We  ''ad  indeed  hoped  that,  grievous  as  they  were,  they  would 
be  confined  to  our  ill-fated  island.  But  we  were  deceived  in 
that  hope,  and  learn  that  like  results,  springing  from  like 
causes,  occurred  last  evening  at  Newark. 

It  seems  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Weeks,  who  has  been  recently  in- 
occulated  with  the  amalgamation  infection,  introduced  a  colored 
man  into  his  pulpit  last  evening,  against  the  previously  ascer- 
tained will  of  the  people.  When  the  populace  found  this  out, 
they  entered  the  church  in  great  numbers,  took  the  latter  forci- 
bly from  the  pulpit,  conveyed  him  to  the  jail,  threatening  to  tear 
it  down  if  the  jailor  did  not  receive  him — locked  him  up, — and 
then  returned  to  the  church,  broke  the  windows,  tore  down  the 
pulpit  and  pews,  and  reduced  the  edifice  to  a  shell. 

From  the  N".  Y.  Jlmerican  of  July  14. 

The  peace  of  the  city  was  undisturbed  during  Saturday  and 
Sunday  nights— partly,  possibly,  because  the  spirit  of  misrule 
has  exhausted  itself,  but  mainly  because  of  the  energetic  means 
taken  to  put  it  down,  at  all  hazards. 

After  the  mayor's  pointed  proclamation  of  Saturday,  hun- 
dreds of  citizens  were  qualified  as  special  officers  to  keep  the 
peace;  and  the  military  in  large  numbers,  horse  and  foot,  were 
ordered  out.  They  answered  the  call  with  alacrity,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  last  night  and  Saturday  night,  they  were  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  the  city,  keeping  up  their  communi- 
cations with  each  other,  and  with  the  head  quarters  at  the  City 
Hall.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  district  attorney,  police  magis- 
trates, sheriff,  with  the  civil  force,  and  the  watchmen,  were  on 
the  ground,  and,  as  we  understand,  the  firemen,  with  their  ac- 
customed zeal,  turned  out  as  a  body  in  aid  of  the  public  authori- 
ties. 

Th«  result  was,  that  little  or  no  appearance  of  riot  occurred. 
On  Saturday  night,  a  considerable  collection  of  people  at  the 
head  of  Catharine  street  caused  the  watch  some  trouble;  but  af- 
ter a  short  contest,  in  the  course  of  which,  many  of  the  mob 
and  some  of  the  watch  were  knocked  down,  they  were  dis- 
persed. The  objects  of  this  mob  were,  it  is  said,  (but  of  course 
on  such  occasions  there  is  inuch  idle  rumor  and  exaggeration), 
t\\e  /^frictm  cliurches  and  schools,  some  other  church«B,  and 


the  houses  of  A.  Tappan  and  others.  Last  night,  though  ail 
sorts  of  bloody  menaces  on  the  part  of  the  mob  against  indi- 
viduals and  churches,  were  circulated,  and  possibly  deemed 
authentic,  the  only  appearance  of  disorder  was  in  Reed  street, 
and  that  was  instantly  put  down.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  rioters,  according  to  the  Daily  Advertiser,  are  in  prison, 
"among  them  many  convicts,  and  characters  of  the  worst  de- 
scription." These  of  course,  would  urge  on  misrule,  as  long  as 
it  was  safe  and  while  paper  proclamations,  and  friendly  admo- 
nitions, unbacked  by  bayonets  and  bullets,  were  the  only  means 
of  resistance:  when  danger  came,  however,  they,  as  is  the  na- 
ture of  villains,  sneak. 

It  may,  we  presume,  be  considered,  that  for  the  present  the 
riotous  spirit  is  allayed,  though  undoubtedly  the  authorities 
will  not  omit  the  proper  precautions  to  crush  at  once  any 
attempts  at  prolonging  the  disgraceful  outrages  of  Friday  and 
Thursday. 

The  rev.  Peter  Williams,  a  colored  man,  who  is  the  rector  of 
St.  Philip's  church,  which  was  assailed  by  the  mob,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  bishop,  Onderdonk,  has  completely  separated  him- 
self from  the  anti-slavery  society,  in  an  excellent  address  to  the 
public,  but  which  is  too  long  for  insertion  by  us,  at  this  lime. 
Mr.  Williams  is  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  "exemplary  character 
and  conduct" — and  his  address  does  honor  to  his  head  and 
heart. 

Another  peace  offering,  in  the  shape  of  a  disclaimer  of  cer- 
tain imputed  opinions,  was  made  public  on  Saturday,  in  hand- 
bills circulated  throughout  the  city,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

American  Anti- Slavery  society — Disclaimer. — The  un- 
dersigned, in  behalf  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  society,"  and  of  other  leading  friends  of  the 
cause,  now  absent  from  the  city,  beg  the  attention  of  their  fet- 
low-citizens  to  the  following  disclaimer: 

1.  We  entirely  disclaim  any  desire  to  promote  or  encourage 
intermarriages  between  white  and  colored  persons. 

2.  We  disclaim,  and  entirely  disapprove,  the  language  of  a 
handbill  recently  circulated  in  this  city,  the  tendency  of  which 
is  thought  to  be  to  excite  resistance  to  the  laws.  Our  principle 
is,  that  even  hard  laws  are  to  be  submitted  to  by  all  men,  until 
they  can  by  peaceable  means  be  altered. 

3.  We  disclaim,  as  we  have  already  done,  any  intention  to 
dissolve  the  union,  or  to  violate  the  constitution  and  laws  o^f 
the  country;  or  to  ask  of  congress  any  act  transcending  their 
constitutional  powers;  which  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  con- 
gress, in  any  state,  would  plainly  do. 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN. 
July,  12, 1834.  JOHN  RANKIN. 

We  have  also  the  following  from  Newark  N.  J. 

On  Saturday  night  there  was  another  disturbance  at  Newatfc, 
The  mob  attacked  a  barber's  shop  kept  by  a  black  man,  but 
were  dispersed  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  police.  Mr.  Weeks, 
the  clergyman  whose  church  was  destroyed  on  Friday,  issued 
the  following  note  to  the  people  of  Newark: 

"You  will  do  me  a  favor  if  you  will  please  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  public,  that  1  am  no  advocate  for  the  amal- 
gamation of  colors.  I  believe  that  God,  in  making  men  of  dif- 
ferent colors,  has  sufficiently  indicated  the  duty  to  us  of  keept- 
ing  them  separate,  and  of  allowing  of  no  intermarriages  betweeik 
them.    1  have  not  time  for  further  explanations.    Yours, 

WM.  R.  WEEKS. 

Though  the  quiet  of  the  city  yet  reraarns  undisturbed,  some 
fears  of  new  troubles  are  entertained,  in  the  continued  impru- 
dences of  certain  of  the  anti-colonizationists,  which  are  se- 
verely reproved  in  most  of  the  newspapers.  The  people  of  co- 
lor are  well  spoken  of  for  the  propriety  of  their  conduct  during 
the  late  agitations  in  New  York— submitting  even  to  the  per- 
sonal and  unprovoked  injuries  inflicted  upon  them,  with  pa- 
tience. 

On  the  14th,  the  mayor  sent  a  message  to  the  common  coun- 
cil congratulating  the  members  on  the  restoration  of  order,  and 
on  the  zealous  support  which  had  been  afforded  to  maintain  the 
sovereignty  of  the  laws.  He  says  that  the  military  on  Saturday 
were  provided  with  ball  cartridges,  and  had  orders  to  use  them, 
if  necessary,  to  prevent  further  commotion — which,  happily, 
was  not  the  case. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  inst.  an  abolition  riot  took  place  at 
Norwich,  Connecticut.  It  appears  that  some  person  from  Bos- 
ton had,  the  evening  previous,  preached  an  abolition  sermon  in 
the  rev.  Mr.  Dickerson's  first  Presbyterian  church  in  that  city, 
which  passed  off  quietly.  The  next  evening  he  made  a  second 
attempt  when  a  mob,  headed  by  a  band,  marched  to  the 
church,  proceeded  up  the  broad  aisle,  took  the  parson  from  the 
pulpit,  and  forced  him  to  march  before  them,  at  the  same  time 
playing  the  rogues'  march,  till  they  actually  drummed  him  out 
of  the  place,  threatening  if  he  ever  returned  again  to ''give  him 
a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers." 

Among  the  rioters  arrested  at  New  York  have  been  discover- 
ed several  persons  whom  the  police  officers  had  long  been  look- 
ing for  in  vaiH. 
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The  laws  passed  at  the  hist  session,  with  relation  to  tlie 
Indians,  inserted  in  this  number,  will  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  feel  an  interest  iu  the  concerns  of  this 
people. 

Monday  last  was  given  up,  at  Philadelphia,  to  honor 
the  mennory  of  LAFAYF/rrE.  It  was  an  occasion  in  which 
all  patties  could  unite  for  a  common  object,  and  the  spec- 
tacle was  one  of  much  interest  and  solenmity,  the  ditter- 
ent  classes  of  persons  being  numerously  represented  by 
those  present  in  the  procession — 'which  was  so  long  that 
it  required  about  two  hours  and  an  half  for  it  to  pass. 
It  halted  at  Zion  church,  where  the  civic  part  of  the  pro- 
cession filed  through  the  military,  and  entered — and, 
prayers  being  offered  by  the  truly  revered  and  really  re- 
verend bishop  White,  who  was  chaplain  to  the  revolu- 
tionary congress,  and  a  funei-al  eulogy  pronounced  by  the 
venerable  and  learned  Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  who  was  a  per- 
sonal friend,  and  one  of  the  aids  of  Lafayette  in  our  re- 
volution, the  ceremonies  of  the  day  were  closed.  All 
things  seem  to  have  been  done  in  the  happiest  manner. 

At  the  funei-al  solemnities  in  honor  of  Lafayette,  at 
Frederieksburgh,  Virginia,  the  chief  mourner  was  Mr. 
J.  B.  Herard,  an  aged  French  citizen,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  national  convention  of  1792,  '-1  the  legislative 
assembly  which  succeeded  it,  and  a  colleague  of  Lafayette 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  in  1815,  on  the  second  abdi- 
cation of  Napoleon. 

We  present  some  very  intei'esting  and  comparative 
views  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States. 

Our  long  valued  friend  and  kind  neighbor,  WilUain 
Gxvymi,  esq.  ceased  to  be  either  the  proprietor  or  editor 
of  the  "Baltimore  Gazette,"  on  Monday  last,  after  having 
issued  that  paper  twenty-one  years  and  six  months.  He 
has  retired  in  a  neat  and  bland  address  to  the  subscrib- 
ers, and  with  an  earnest  recommendation  of  his  succes- 
sor, Mr..  WilUain  Givynn  Jones,  to  the  support  of  his  old 
friends  and  those  of  the  establishment — and  the  latter 
says  that  "the  Gazette  will  continue  to  maintain  its  cha- 
racter for  neutrality  in  the  political  contests  which  may 
agitate  the  country. " 

While  cheerfully  admitting  William  G.  Jones  into  our 
ranks,  and  tendering  him  the  right  hand  of  editorial  fel- 
lowship, we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  on  the  ])resent  oc- 
casion, that  we  exceedingly  regret  the  causes,  be  they  of 
what  nature  they  may,  that  have  so  far  separated  us  from 
William  Gwynn,  with  whom  we  have  had  a  close  ac- 
quaintance for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  always,  and, 
an  every  instance,  found  him  the  same  generous  and  af- 
fectionate friend,  and  worthy  gentleman.  But  as  he  re- 
mains with  us,  and  will  resume  his  profession  of  the 
law,  (or  rather  give  up  all  his  time  to  it),  we  hope  long 
to  enjoy  that  social  intercourse  with  him  which  has  so 
often  afforded  both  pleasure  and  profit. 

A  daily  newspaper  of  a  large  size,  and  called  the  "Ad- 
vertiser," is  now  publishing  in  the  city  (late  village)  of 
Buffalo,  New  York — a  place  so  remote  and  unimportant 
previous  to  1812,  as  hardly  to  obtain  a  mark  on  the  map, 
except  as  being  located  at  tlie  eastern  end  of  Lake  Erie. 
This  paper  is  made  up  of  seven  long  columns  in  each 
page,  and  twenty-three  columns  are  filled  with  good- 
looking  and  apparently  -wholesome  advertisements. 

Mr.  I^aney,  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  returned  to 
Baltimore  on  Monday  last,  at  about  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  He 
was  escorted  into  the  city  by  a  cavalcade  of  about  200 — 
and  met  a  large  number  of  his  political  friends  at  the 
Columbian  Garden,  as  previously  arranged,  who  were  ad- 
dressed by  him  and  others.  And,  on  Thursday  last,  he 
dined  at  the  same  place,  with  a  verv  numerous  company. 
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The  party  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Taney,  Mr.  Benton, 
of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  JlUen,  of  the  house  of  repre- 
presentatives  from  Ohio.  There  was  a  heavy  slorm  of 
wind  and  rain  from  the  north,  which  carried  away  the 
awnings  over  the  tables  and  completely  drenched  the 
company,  while  Mr.  Benton  was  speaking. 

Mr.  JlIcLane,  late  secretary  of  state,  also  arrived  at 
Baltimore,  with  his  family,  in  the  steamboat  from  Wash- 
ington, on  Tuesday  last,  without  parade  or  excitement. 
His  arrival  was  expected — but  a  belief  was  entertained 
that  he  wished  to  return  to  Delaware  with  the  quiet  of  a 
private  gentleman;  and,  if  this  opinion  had  not  prevailed, 
each  of  the  great  political  y)arties  seemed  doubtful  of  the 
course  that  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  or  proper  in  them, 
to  pursue;  and  many  that  would  willingly  have  shewn  a 
personal  respect  to  Mr.  JVlcLane,  were,  perhaps,  pre- 
vented by  the  considerations  just  stated — the  spirit  of 
which  was  not  unkind  or  discourteous. 

The  "National  Intelligencer"  of  Tuesday  says- 
Mr.  McLane,  the  late  secretary  of  state,  with  his  faaiily,  left 
this  city  yesterday,  at  one  o'clock,  in  the  steamboat  for  Balti- 
more, on  his  way  to  his  residence  at  Wilmington,  in  Delaware. 
We  cannot  allow  this  truly  estimable  family  to  leave  us  with- 
out the  expression  of  regret,  which  we  are  suie  is  common  to 
the  whole  circle  of  their  acquaintances,  that  circumstances 
should  have  obli{;ed  them  to  retire  from  the  bosom  of  a  society 
by  which,  without  reference  to  political  distinctions,  they  were 
respected  and  beloved, 

The  board  of  health  proclaims  several  deaths  from 
Cholera  in  Cincinnati — ?iine  in  the  preceding  week,  of 
which  six  were  strangers  and  three  residents;  but  they 
do  not  regard  the  disease  as  a  present  epidemic,  and  ex- 
press a  hope  that  it  will  not  become  one.  The  papers 
also  contain  the  following  card — 

Epidemic  cholera.  This  disease,  whicli  raged  with  so  much 
violence,  up  the  river  last  week  has  been  rapidly  abating  for 
two  or  three  days  past. 

The  fears  which  some  persons  entertained,  on  Sunday,  that 
it  was  about  to  become  prevalent  in  Cincinnati,  seems  not  hke- 
ly  to  be  realized.  Many  reasons  niiaht,  indeed,  be  given  for 
expecting  that  the  country  will  be  much  more  severely  visited 
than  the  city.  Those  who  are  in  the  city  should  remain  at 
home.  It  was  a  singular  movement  of  a  number  of  persons  last 
week,  to  fly  to  the  country,  because  they  heard  the  cholera  was 
there. 

Those  who  came  into  the  city  for  security,  certainly  reasoned 
in  the  most  logical  manner. 

It  was  remarked  on  the  river,  where  the  cholera  lately  pre- 
vailed, that  it  was  constantly  worse  after  a  thunder  storm. 
Was  not  this  owing  to  the  great  l>eat  before  and  the  coolness 
and  dampness  after  that  event?  All  persons,  according  to  this 
view,  should  be  careful  to  guard  against  the  action  of  the  air  on 
the  surface  of  their  bodies,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night;  chil- 
dren especially  should  be  protected.      Daniel  Drake,  M.  D. 

July  15,  4  P.  M. 

From  one  of  the  ascending  steamboats,  eighteen  per- 
sons had  been  buried,  on  the  Mississippi — and  nearly  all 
the  boats  appear  to  lose  some  passengers,  most  of  whom 
are  German  emigrants,  badly  provided,  and  exposed  to 
the  mid-day  sun  and  night-air,  on  deck.  We  have  also 
tlie  following  from  the  Cliarleston  (S.  C. )  Patriot; 

We  learii  fiom  Clarendnn,  that  an  epidemic  so  like  the  cho- 
lera prevails  there,  thiil  at  least  one  phyt^ician  believes  it  to  be 
that  disease.  If  it  is,  it  seems  to  be  much  modified,  though  it 
has  been   more  fatal  than  any  ordinary  complaint  of  the  sort. 

has  lost  twenty  negroes  by  it.     On  the  other  side  of  the 

tiver,  (Richland  district),  and  on  several  plantations,  the  great- 
er part  of  the  ncrrroe.-!  nxr.  down  with  it. 

A  few  deaths  by  cholera  were  happening  at  several 
places  in  the  west.  Individuals  are  carried  off  in  very 
short  periods  of  time — and  men  wonder  that  death  so 
suddenly  follows  apparent  health. 

The  Irish  and  German  emigrants  seem  most  liable  to 
this  disease  of  all  other  persons.  They  are  congregated 
in  masses — badly  supplied  with  wholesome  food,  and. 
oftentimes  covered  with  foul  clothing,  as  well  as  much 
exposed  to  the  weather.  Out  of  these  facts,  useful  know- 
ledge may  be  gained. 
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The  most  careful  and  prudent,  and  best  provided  for 
])ersons,  sometimes  die  of  the  cholera — but  the  compara- 
tive number  of  these  is  few,  even  when  the  disease  be- 
comes an  epidemic. 

Many  fatal  cases  of  cholera  are  happening  at  Montre- 
al, La  Chine,  and  olher  places  in  Canada.  The  newly 
arrived  emigrants  make  up  the  greater  part  of  the  num- 
ber, and  they  perish  also  from  the  free  use  of  cold  water. 
Tiie  thermoraeler  had  ranged  between  90  and  98,  in  the 
shade. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  considerably  in- 
creased its  discoimts,  and  freely  purchased  exchange  on 
England — neitlier  of  which  gives  s.Htisfaction  to  its  oppo- 
nents, though  also  lately  dissatisfied  while  the  bank  was 
gathering  up  its  means  to  defend  itself,  and  so  preserve 
a  sound  currency,  in  which,  as  we  have  sliewn,  the  stock- 
holders of  that  bank  have  a  deeper  interest  than  any 
other  class  of  persons. 

It  is  said  that  exchange  will  soon  rise  to  the  real  par, 
as  it  must,  if  persons  i-esume  confidence  in  business,  and 
make  importations  of  goods  as  heretofore;  and  added, 
that  the  bank  will  make  a  large  profit  on  its  draughts  on 
London.     For  this,  also,  the  bank  is  assailed. 

Though  some  relief  has  been  afforded  in  the  money 
market,  the  yet  sluggish  circulation  of  money  renders  it 
"scarce" — for  persons  vvho  have  it  are  cautious  in  sufi^er- 
ing  it  to  pass  out  of  their  possession;  and  thus  we  sup- 
pose that  it  will  be,  let  the  United  States  bank  do  all  that 
it  possibly  cauj  until  the  business  of  the  currency  is  some- 
how arranged,  and  persons  can  ascertain  what  may  be 
reasonably  deper.ded  on. 

As  an  evidence  of  what  is  just  stated,  we  see  it  shewn 
in  tiie  United  States  Gazette,  that  the  Philadelphia  loan 
of  1833,  for  $100,000,  was  taken  at  a  premium  of  $15,050 
—the  ofl^erings  being  346,500;  but  now  a  loan  for  the  like 
sum,  and  of  the  same  description,  lias  produced  a  pre- 
mium of  only  $0,021 — or  8,928  less  than  in  the  last  year, 
and  the  ofttrings  amounted  only  to  147,000,  of  which 
30,000  came  from  the  sinking  fund  of  the  city. 

The  excitement  about  banking  matters  continues  in 
Baltimore.  A  publication  issued  by  Mr.  Poidtneyy  late 
president  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  implicates  other  per- 
sons, and,  involving  important  transactiofis,  many  sin- 
gular expositions  are  expected.  There  are  other  pro- 
ceedings concerning  the  "Tennessee  bonds"  of  an  excit- 
ing character. 

These  things  have,  at  present,  too  much  of  a  local 
character  for  our  pages— and  besides,  we  do  not  wish  to 
meddle  with  them  at  all;  but  may,  and  will,  if  it  shall 
appear  to  us  that  the  public  good  is  concerned  in  refer- 
ences to  them.  Of  tliis  we  are  sure,  that  the  welfare 
of  the  city  is  not  promoted  by  these  doings. 

The  following  is  a  notice  of  the  third  case  of  the  kind 
that  has  been  recently  published.  'I'he  question  has  of- 
tentimes been  asked,  where  is  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States?  It  -was  at  Washington — but  to  some,  even  of  the 
public  officers,  it  is  not  there  at  present. 

The  Philadelphia  Daily  Advertiser  says — 

"Some  time  since,  a  mercantile  house  of  tlie  city  of  Philadel- 
phia received  a  remittance  for  a  house  in  Upper  Missouri,  of  a 
draft  on  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the  United  States  treasury, 
Washington  city,  drawn  by  the  surveyor  of  public  lands  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  in  Arkansas  territory,  for  375  dollars,  being  one  quar- 
ter's salary,  due  and  payable  on  the  first  of  Jwly.  This  draft 
was  deposited  for  collection,  and,  when  due,  was  protested  for 
non-payment.  Tile  reason  given  in  the  protest  was,  that,  when 
the  notary  presented  it  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  payment,  ^thc  chief  clerk  replied,  it  could  be  paid  by  a 
check  on  Natchez  or  New  Orleans — not  otherwise.^  The  draft 
and  protest  were  therefore  sent  back  to  Philadelpliia,  and  the 
mercantile  house,  having  no  authority  to  receive  such  kind  of 
payment,  was  compelled  to  return  it  to  the  house  in  Upper  Mis- 
fiouri,  who  will  have  to  send  down  to  Arkansas  territory  to  get 
authority  to  receive  payment  in  checks  ni  2  to  3  per  cent,  below 
par,  in  addition  to  ttie  loss  of  time,  and  expenses  of  protest  and 
postages." 

To  what  an  extent  the  losses  spoken  of  miglit  have 
proceeded  no  one  can  vanture  to  say,  had  not  the  follow- 
ing clause,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  been  in- 
serted, or  forced,  into  the  general  appropriation  bill— 


"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thnt  no  payment  of  the 
money,  appropriated  by  this  act,  or  any  other  act  passed  at  the 
present  session  o(  cos^n'ss,  .«hall  be  made  in  the  note  or  notes 
ot  any  bank  which  shall  not  he  at  par  value  at  the  place  where 
such  payment  may  be  made,  provided  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 
a  tender  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  from  the  United  States  to 
individuals." 

But  for  this  clause,  millions  of  "uncurreut  money" 
Mould  have  been  imposed  on  the  circulation,  as  it  w'a.s 
mentioned  in  our  last  that  the  crew  of  a  public  vessel, 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  bad  been  paid  otf  in  bills  of  the 
western  banks  of  JS'ew  York  or  the  bank  of  Michigan, 
which  "poor, Tack"  had  to  sM,  befoie  he  could  purchase 
"even  a  glass  of  grog."*  Had  not  such  proceedings  been 
arrested,  an  unparalleled  amount  of  shaving  Avouid  be 
now  transactNig  in  ;dl  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
thing  so  managed  that,  while  the  deposite  bank  at  Ports- 
mouth, perhaps,  ])aid  off  the  ptdilic  creditors  in  bills  of 
the  bank  of  Detroit,  the  latter  would  pay  them  in  bills 
of  the  bank  at  Portsmouth,  and,  through  the  aid  of  friend- 
1}^,  if  not  allied  dealers  in  "money,"  each  bank,  or  its 
agent  or  other  shaver,  would  make  2  or  3  per  cent. — say 
Jive  per  cent,  on  the  double  operation.  This  would  be  a 
"sweating  of  candles,"  and  "sanding  of  sugar,"  with  a 
vengeance!  The  following  was  the  vote  in  the  senate, 
on  this  clause— a  party  one,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
King,  of  Geo.  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Kent,  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  the  negative. 

YEAS-Messrs.  Bii'b,  Black,  Chambers,  Clay,  Claytf>n,  Evv- 
ing,  Frelinghuysen,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Man2um,NaH- 
dain,  Poinriexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Waggnman,  Webster—^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Pres- 
ton, Shepley,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16. 

It  is  impossible,  we  think,  that  a  majority  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  negative  could  have  viewed  this  matter  in 
the  light  in  which  it  now  presents  itself  so  clearly  to  hs; 
and  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  might  have  well  re- 
collected an  occurrence  which  happened  in  his  own  state, 
not  very  long  ago,  which,  whether  truly  proclain.ed  or 
not,  was  the  main  cause  of  changing  the  administration 
of  that  commonwealth. 

But  even  with  this  wholesome  clause  inserted  in  the 
bill  [which  happily  applies  to  all  the  appropriation  bills] 
great  inconvenience  will  ensue  if  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 
ceeding stated  as  to  the  surveyor  in  Arkansas,  is  carried 
out  in  extenso' — and  injustice  also  be  done,  in  the  rzew 
conditions  forced  on  persons  claiming  payment  for  pub- 
lic services  rendered.  It  easily  may  be,  and,  in  many 
instances,  no  doubt  was,  a  part  of  the  consideration  of 
contractors  and  others  that  they  were  to  be  paid  in  funds 
that  were  of  equal,  or,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal  value 
in  the  east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south — for  the 
payment  of  3  per  cent,  on  exchanges  is  the  same  as  v< 
loss  of  six  months  use  of  money — which  is  no  small 
aflTair  in  business  transactions;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
the  public  disbursements  in  the  west  have  entered  exten- 
sively into  the  amount  of  remittances  eastward,  leaving 
the  local  currency,  or  specie  circulation,  to  that  amount, 
"at  home,"  for  common  use.  A  check  on  JVatchez  ov 
JVerv  Orleans,  is  just  as  good  to  satisfy  debts  or  make 
purchases  in  either  city,  as  a  check  on  Philadelphia  or 
JVexv  York  is,  to  be  used  in  them;  but  if  the  funds  are 
not  to  be  expended  at  the  place  where  the  check  is 
payable,  the  check  becomes  a  bill  of  exchange,  or  an  ar- 
ticle of  merchandise,  and  commands  a  premium  or  sub- 
mits to  a  discount,  according  to  the  course  of  trade, 
which  seems  against  the  west  so  far  as  this — that,  al- 
though a  great  deal  of  money  is  carj-ied,  or  transmitted, 


*Our  authority  for  this  is  the  "Providence  Journal,"  wliicti 
also  says— 

"It  is  known  that  almost  every  claim  against  the  government 
for  services  and  supplies,  is  now  paid  by  checks  on  distant  de- 
posite banka.  Bills  for  $1,  $2,  $5,  $10  and  $100,  are  paid  by 
the  treasury  department,  by  remitting  to  the  public  creditor  in 
Maine,  Louisiana,  arid  other  remote  parts  of  the  country,  checks 
on  the  bank  of  the  Metrojtolis,  at  IFashinnlcii,  which  are  sold 
by  those  who  receive  them  in  payment  for  imnest  claims,  at  10, 
20  and  .'iO  per  cent,  discount.  We  have  seen  checks  (or  $2,  $f3 
and  $5,  drawn  by  ofliccrs  of  the  different  de|)artments  on  thid 
favorite  pet  institution,  sent  here  to  pay  bills  ngainst  the  go- 
vernment, of  these  small  amounts.  They  were  of  course  scarce- 
ly worth  collectfng,  and  were  sold  by  the  Itolders  for  50  and  60 
per  cent,  diflconnt." 
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from  the  east  to  the  vest,  it  generally,  and  soon,  returns 
to  the  east,  not  oppressively,  but  as  it  were  naturally — 
and  in  the  same  niaruier,  and  on  the  same  ])rinciple,  that 
the  United  Slates,  on  account  of  stocks  or  im])ortations, 
or  otherwise,  is  always  Ijthind-hand  with  Great  Britain, 
though  bills  on  the  latter  country  may  be  really  under 
the  true  par  in  the  former;  this  case  oftentimes  shewing 
(as  at  present),  only  an  inability,  or  an  indisposition,  to 
purdiase  tiiem. 

There  is  a  "right"  in  the  government,  surely,  to  pay 
its  creditors  whei-e  it  pleases,  being  so  understood  in  the 
contract  or  engagen»ent  made  between  the  parties;  hut 
the  exercise  of  lliaf  right,  wiliiout  such  an  iinderstaiul- 
ing,  may  be  altogether  unjust,  and  certaiidy  slands  as  an 
admission  that  tlie  "expeiiment"  of  giving  us  a  ^'■better 
cmrcmcy''^  than  tlie  bank  furnished,  has  already  failed. 
The  stale  banks,  acting  independently  of  each  other,  (uid 
every  one  for  itselj\  caimot  carry  on  the  exchanges  which 
the  business  of  the  nation  requires,  without  large  pay- 
ments or  losses  on  account  of  premiums  or  discounts,  or 
cost  of  li-ansportations  of  money;  and  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  average  of  the  '240  millions  of  dollars, 
in  distant*  exchafiges,  (made  by  the  bank  of  the  U,  S.  in 
1832),  cost  the  puliiic  only  the  eleventh  part  of  one  ])er 
cent.  WhatMouhl  it  have  cost  to  have  made  these  ex- 
changes in  dolUirs? 

One  other  ren)ark.  The  cost  of  exchanges,  or  amount  of 
discounts  paid  on  uncurrent  bills  oi-bank  notes,  ultimate- 
ly, and  ofteiilimcs,  directly,\  falls  chiefly  on  the  working 
or  poorer  classes-  of  tlie  people.  The  pul)lic  contractor 
or  private  merchant  may  calculate,  and  should  calculate, 
the  losses  on,  or  reductions  of  profit  to  which  lie  is  lia- 
ble, and  add  them,  as  tlie  importer  adds  the  duty  on  goods 
received  from  foreign  countries,  all  which  must  fall  upon 
consumers.  But  there  is  this  great  difterence,  that  du- 
ties, so  far  as  they  have  a  pure  protecting  character,  are 
fully  balanced  in  advanced  wages  paid  for  labor  and  ma- 
terials and  supplies  of  all  sorts;  whereas  the  losses  sus- 
tained on  exchanges  have  no  countervailing  benefit, 
unless  in  the  support  of  the  few  persons  who  deal  in 
money. 

The  "Richmond  Enquirer"  gives  the  following  extract 
from  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Roanoke, 
dated  January  Ist,  1832. 

"I  do  hereby  appoint  my  friend,  William  Leigli.  of  Halifax, 
and  my  brother,  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  president  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
requiring  tliem  to  sell  all  the  slaves  and  other  personal  or  pe- 
rishable property,  and  vest  the  proceeds  in  bank  stock  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  default  of  there  being  such 
hank,  (which  may  God  grant,  for  the  safety  of  oui-  liberties),  in 
the  English  3  per  cent,  consols;  and  in  case  of  there  being  no 
such  stocks,  (which  also  may  God  grant,  for  the  salvation  of 
old  England),  then  in  the  United  States  3  per  cent,  stock,  or  in 
defect  ofsucli  slock  in  mortgages  on  land  in  England." 

Tiiere  is,  in  our  apprehension,  no  small  degree  of  in- 
consistency in  the  points  made  in  this  extract.  lie,  Mr. 
R,  regarded  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  the  safest 
possible  place  of  deposite  for  his  money,  and  directed 
that  it  should  be  vested  in  \i?,  stock — and  yet,  for  the  sake 
of  the  "liberties"  of  his  country,  wished  that  there  should 
be  no  such  bank:  but,  for  the  safely  of  this  money,  he 
would  have  made  his  heirs  partners  in  the  concern 
against  liberty.  If  such  a  bank  ought  not  to  be,  wh}-^  in- 
terest persons  in  its  continuance,  and  give  it  fresh 
strength  to  do  evil?  Every  man  opposed  to  any  pai'licu- 
lar  thing,  should  not  touch  it;  and  one  of  the  weakest,  as 
Avell  as  most  common  excuses  ior  offences,  is — '■'■  If  I  tvon'' t 
another  loill,  atid  so  I  may  as  luell  do  it.''''  The  testator 
must  have  well  known  that  all  neiv  demands  for  the  stock 
of  a  bank  strengthens  the  bank,  in  the  increased   public 

'Meaning  thn.*e  out  of  the  places  ct  the  bank  or  its  several 
offices  are  located,  and  including,  of  course,  ail  the  exchanges 
between  the  offices,  &c. 

fMillioiis  of  "good  money"  have  been  exchanged  with  bro 
kcrs  for  "country  money"  at  a  discount  on  the  latter,  and  di- 
rectly paid  to  working  people.  We  have  many  times  known  the 
very  bank  notes  tlial  we  sold  to  broker:?,  as  untitled  to  pay  our 
workmen,  sold  to  other  employers  to  pay  off"  theirs.  We  have 
repeatedly  seen  the  exact  operation  performed;  and  the  money 
thus  obtained  and  paid  out,  ver}'  probably  came  back  to  llie 
Bame  broker,  to  undergo  another  operation,  before  tlie  w<nk- 
man's  wife  entered  the  market  to  piirolia?e  food  for  the  family. 
There  is  less  of  this  going  on  than  Iheie  used  to  be— but  stUI 
cases  are  not  wanting. 


confidence,  as  well  as  personal  interest,  that  it  inspires. 
Why  then  become  a  jiarty  in  iho  case  stated? 

\\  e  should  have  thought  that  Mr.  R.  would  have  pre- 
ferred "mortgages  on  land'"  in  the  "Ancient  Dominion," 
to  all  other  kinds  of  security — but  in  case  of  default  in 
the  slocks  described,  he  directs  that  the  investment  sliould 
be  made  on  "mortgages  on  land  in  England'^ — and  the 
whok-  sliews,  that  he  had  full  faith  in  the  solvency  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates — muili  faith  in  the  British  3 
per  cent,  consols — and  a  saving  failh  in  mortgages  on 
English  land — but  no  faith  in  ihe  public  stocks  of  his  own 
country  or  state,  or  any  of  the  stales,  (excejit  the  United 
States  3  per  cents.)  or  in  the  state  banks,  nor  on  proper- 
ty in  American  lands,  to  pay  interest  upon  or  repay  the 
ca])ital  invested. 

To  estimate  the  matter  rightfully,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  Mr.  R.  was  op[)Osed  to  the  whole  banking 
system,  and  oftentimes  had  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
old  days  of  iionesiy  and  chivalry,  wlien  debts  were  paid 
in  "TOBACCO,"  had  passed  away,  never  to  return  to— 
Virginia!  He  bad  a  better  oi;inion  of  "pounds  of  tobac- 
co" than  of  pennyweights  of  gold.  IIc;  seemed  to  consi-* 
der  tobacco  an  original  principle  of  value! 

The  "Globe"  of  the  21st,  speaking  of  the  late  dividend 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  has  the  following  pa- 
ragraphs, which  we  insert  just  as  they  avc  printed  in  that 
paper: 

VVe  have  been  put  in  po.'jession  of  a  fact  which  may  ex- 
plain the  seizure  and  sequestration  of  the  public  dividends  l)y 
the  liank.  It  will  be  rectiiiecied  liiat  the  dividend  recently  de- 
clared for  the  last  six  niomhs,  was  3^  per  cent.  Now,  Wf*  are 
informed,  that  to  take  up  ihis  i]i\'idfU(\,  required  about  ^10,000 
more  than  the  entire  nctt  profits  of  the  bank  for  the  last  sioe 
monihs!  So  great  have  been  Mr.  Biddle's  printing  and  other 
political  expenses,  and  so  disastrous  his  needless  curtailments 
upon  the  inleresis  of  the  bank,  that  lie  was  obliged,  in  order  to 
keep  up  liie  usual  dividends,  to  make  a  breach  into  his  capital 
or  reserved  funds,  or  plunder  somebody  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. Having  a  majority  of  the  senate  devoted  to  him,  and 
ready  to  defend  all  his  outrages,  he  has  thoiiaht  the  best  way 
to  niak«  it  up  is  to  plunder  tlie  government!  This  he  has  done, 
by  seizing  on  the  public  dividends,  to  the  aniounl  of  ^■l.')8,000. 
This  makes  up  the%'70,000  deficiency,  and  leaves  ^S8,000  sur- 
plus, to  be  used  for  a  like  purpose  in  future. 

Thus  it  is  that  THE  PEOPLE  are  made  to  pay  for  the  cor- 
ruptions of  this  bank.  The  most  brazen  faced  of  the  bank  ad- 
vocates do  not  pretend  that  the  bank  has  really  incurred  a  da- 
mage of  ^158,000.  All  they  maintain  is,  that  by  law  they  are 
authorised  to  chars,e  it.  By  their  own  showing,  it  is  charging 
sometldng  for  notliing!  It  has  no  equity  or  justice  in  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  statement  of  the  case.  They  lake  the  mo- 
ney, not  because  it  is  right — not  because  Ihey  have  paid,  or 
done,  or  suffered  any  thing  for  it — but  because  they  eay  it  i$ 
lawful. 

But  the  truth  is,  there  is  no  law  to  authorise  it.  No  law, 
no  precedent — notliing  can  be  foand  to  palliate  the  onlrage. 
The  bank  seizes  the  money,  because  its  managers  tliink  they 
can  hold  it  through  the  corrujdion  of  the  public  autlioriliesi  We 
shall  see. 

We  should  think  that  if  there  was  a  reasonabla  dis- 
cretion in  the  editorship  of  the  "Globe,"  Ihe  matter 
about  the  bill  that  Avas  drawn  upon  France  would  never 
be  stirred,  for  peoj)le  are  apt  to  ask — -why  was  the  bill 
drawn  at  all^  but,  if  properly  drawn,  why  sold,  instead 
of  being  banded  over  for  collection? — for  it  is  alleged 
that  its  product,  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
remained  idle  in  the  bank,  and,  therefore,  that  neither  da- 
mages or  interest  ought  to  be  charged.  The  treasury, 
in  this  affair,  performed  a  common  mercantile  opera- 
tion,'— but  a  merchant  would  be  thought  insane,  if  of- 
fering to  excuse  himself  from  the  payment  of  damages 
or  interest  on  such  a  bill,  for  the  reason  that  he  had 
had  as  large  an  amount  of  money  lying  idle  in  a  bank. 
And  such  merchant  would  also  be  thought  a  "queer  one" 
— a  fool,  perhaps,  for  selling,  or  having  discounted,  any 
bill  due  him,  before  it  was  apparent  that  he  should  -want 
its  proceeds.  The  bank  offered  to  collect  the  bill,  and 
then  the  usual  or  actual  rates  of  exchange  would  only 
have  been  required  or  paid;  but  it  was  desired  that  'the 
bill  should  be  purchased  by  the  bank' — and  thus  the  bank 
was  made  liable  for  the  damages  charged,  and  would  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  them  but  for  the  intervention  of 
a  friend  of  that  institution,  who, /br  the  honor  (f  ihe  bank^ 
paid  the  amount  of  the  bill — and  vet  tht-  dema:  d  for  da- 
mages in  this  case,  such  as  no  merchant  or  dt;aling  man 
would  dare  to  deny  the  exact  justice  of,  is  called  '^'■plun- 
dering,"  ^^hrazen-facedy*^  &c.  and  the  reference  made  to 
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the  law,  also  imputes  a  charge  of  ^'■comiption^'  in  the  ju- 
diciary of  the  United  States,  by  the  "Globe,"  for  doing 
■what  the  law  ordains;  for  there  is  ])lain  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, aye,  and  pecedent  too,  notwithstanding  what  is  so 
recklessly  asserted  on  tliat  subject. 

Of  other  points  made  it  is  useless  to  speak. 


The  following  paragraphs  concerning  the  gold  bills 
and  gold,  are  registered  for  future  use — 
Extracts  from  the  Globe. 

"Happily  they  liave  but  few  baniis  in  liie  west,  and  tiiereforc 
need  gold  to  carry  about  and  to  travel  upon.  Happily  again, 
the  greatest  supply  of  gold  will  go  to  the  west.  The  emigrants 
removing  to  that  great  region  will  all  carry  gold  in  preference 
to  either  silver  or  paper;  for  it  is  lighter  limn  silver,  and  saler 
than  paper.  The  land  offices  will  become  receptacles  and  re- 
servoirs of  gold;  whence  it  will  be  dl^trlbl!ted  to  the  country 
through  the  government  disbursements  througii  the  miiiiary, 
the  surveying  and  the  Indian  departments;  and  wo  to  the  officer 
who,  having  received  gold  from  the  government,  shall  presume, 
or  dare,  to  offer  fofer  to  the  soldiers,  or  citizens.  Then  a  great 
stream  of  gold  will  flow  up  the  Mississippi  from  New  Orleans, 
and  diffuse  itself  ail  tvcr  the  great  west.  Nearly  all  the  gold 
coinage  of  the  new  woild  will  come  to  the  United  State;-;  for 
all  the  coinage  of  t!ie  new  governn-icnis  of  Mexico  and  South 
America,  being  the  coinage  of  rebel  provinces,  cannot  go  to  old 
Spain,  or  to  any  of  her  dependencies,  and  therefore  will  come 
to  the  United  States  as  its  natural  and  best  market.  'J'liis  will 
fill  the  west  with  doubloons  and  half  joes;  and  in  eight  or  nine 
months  from  this  time,  every  substantial  citizen  will  l)avc  a 
long  silken  purse,  of  fine  open  net  work,  through  the  intersti- 
ces of  which  the  yellow  gold  will  shine  and  glitter.  Then  tra- 
vellers will  be  free  from  the  pestilence  of  ragged,  filthy  and 
counterfeit  notes.  Every  substantial  man,  and  every  substan- 
tial man's  wife  and  daughter,  will  travel  upon  gold.  The  sa- 
tellites of  the  bank  alone,  to  siiow  their  servile  subjection  to 
their  liege  monarch,  will  repine  at  the  loss  of  paper!"' 

So  gold  was  to  be  "as  plenty  as  blackberries;"  but  the 
"Globe"  again  says — 

"So  inveterate  is  the  bank  opposition  to  this  great  measure, 
that  many  bank  men  actually  refuse  to  receive  golil!  although  it 
is  but  a  few  days,  only  until  the  first  day  of  August,  that  it  be- 
comes a  legal  tender,  at  the  advanced  rates.  They  refuse  to 
receive  it  except  at  the  old  rates,  pretending  that  they  prefer 
United  States  bank  notes  to  gold.  The  republicans  on  the 
other  hand,  proudly  receive  gold  at  the  advanced  rates;  and 
thus  a  new  standard  is  developed  in  the  country  by  which  to 
test  political  parties.  The  bank  piiity  deride  gold;  the  republi- 
cans extol  it — the  bank  party  throw  it  aside,  and  pretend  they 
do  not  want  it;  the  republicans  eagerly  seek  after  it,  and  prefer 
it  to  any  thing  else.  Every  republican  that  can  get  gold,  travels 
upon  it;  every  bank  whig  prefers  the  Bid-ivell  notes. 
From  the  Pennsylvaidan. 

I  understand  the  operations  of  this  establishment  [the  mint  of 
the  United  States]  are  very  lardy.  It  is  well  known  that  it  has 
been  for  many  years  used  principally  for  the  convenience  of 
the  U.  S.  bank;  and,  unless  I  am  greatly  misinformed,  that  in- 
stitution has  acquired,  and  now  exercises,  too  much  influence 
over  the  operations  of  this  establishment. 

It  is  very  certain  that  if  the  U.  S.  bank  can,  by  any  means, 
prevent  the  gold  coins  from  getting  into  circulation  until  after 
the  October  elections,  it  will  be  a  great  object  gained,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  the  people  to  exercise  a  most  watchful  suiiervi- 
sion  over  all  the  public  officers  who  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  gold  coins.  Paul  Pry. 

We  see  it  stated,  in  some  of  the  papers,  that  the  gold 
tables  published  are  not  correct.  We  have  not  investi- 
gated the  subject,  and  do  not  aftect  to  understand  it.  The 
following,  has  reference  to  another  subject,  and  is  called 
by  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Centinel  "inadvertent  legis- 
lation." 

A  correspondent,  who  is  an  intelligent  and  accurate  mer- 
chant, has  sent  us  the  following  item. 

"In  the  new  gold  law,  the  weight  of  an  eagle  is  required  to  be 
258  grains  of  standard  gold — the  half  eagle  129,  and  the  quarter 
eagle  64^.  The  value  of  standard  gold  is  fixed  at  94  and  8  10  ct. 
per  dwt.  At  this  rate  a  new  eagle  weighing  258  grains,  would 
come  to  $10  19  instead  of  $10.'^ 

If  these  statements  be  correct,  there  lias  been  an  error  of  le- 
gislation, which  must  have  been  inadvertent,  and  was  probably 
a  clerical  one.  We  find  that  253  grains  standard  gold,  are 
equal  to  $10,  and  consequently,  the  eagle  ought  to  consist  of 
that  weight,  instead  of  258,  as  provided  by  the  law.  This 
might  have  been  set  down  as  a  typographical  error,  but  that 
half  and  quarter  eagles  are  fixed  at  the  half  and  quarter  of  258, 
as  appears  above,  and  moreover,  numerals  in  legislative  acts 
are  written  out.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  in  the  original 
draught  of  the  act,  a  figure  3  may  have  been  mistaken  for  8, 
and  the-Olb<'-r  calculations  based  upon  the  error  and  written 
out  after  the  erroneous  draught  when  the  law  oame  to  be  en 
grossed.  Come  the  mistake  whence  it  may,  should  any  new 
eagles  be  made  conformably  to  it,  ihoy  would  be  worth  more 
than  •'$10.    But  the  probability  is,  that  the  error  will  be  disco- 


vered at  the  mint,  and  no  eagles  be  made  till  the  law  shall  be 
revised  and  amended  at  the  next  session  ofcongress. 

We  have  only  to  express  an  opinion  that  gold  will  not 
come  into  common  use  "until after  the  October  elec- 
tions."^ The  eagles  and  their  parts,  at  present  coined, 
will  never  enter  into  the  circulation,  with  their  fraction- 
al values  added.  They  are  exceedingly  inconvenient, 
and  the  people  cannot  understand  them.  And  as  to  a 
new  coinage,  the  preceding  statement  puts  a  "stopper" 
on  that,  if  the  matter  is  rightfully  calculated — but  were 
it  otherwise,  no  one  could  have  expected  a  great  emis- 
sion from  the  mint — "before  the  October  elections!"  It 
will  require  some  time  to  get  gold,  and  prepare  it  for 
coinage.  Before  a  salmon  is  "cooked,"  it  must  be 
caught.  And  what  have  the  elections  to  do  with  this 
thing?     The  electioxs! 

It  would  seem,  hoAvever,  from  the  great  noise  that  has 
been  made  about  them,  that  the  gold  bills  are  thought, 
b}'  some,  to  have  mucli  to  do  with  the  elections! — though 
not  at  all  op])osed  in  congress  on  party  grounds,  nor  other- 
wise objected  to,  except  tliat,  in  tbe  opinion  of  several  of 
the  best  informed  members,  tlie  legal  value  of  gold,  as 
established  in  these  bills,  was  rather  high,  as  measured 
by  tlie  legal  value  of  silver^ — which  latter  is  the  basis  of 
legal  values  with  us,  and  in  many  other  countries.  But 
the  "Globe,"  and  the  numerous  other  presses  -which  sat/ 
as  it  S(ii/s,  do  not  understand,  or  suppress  the  fact,  that 
the  legal  value  attached  to  gold  will  have  no  sort  of  ef- 
fect on  its  real  value,  in  the  inoney  market.  Our  old 
coinage  is  now  only  as  bidlion,  and  will  remain  so  till 
exhausted;  and  if  the  legal  value  in  the  new  coinage  be 
too  high,  that  will  also  become  Imllion,  except  in  forced 
transactions  under  the  laws  These  may  give  a  certain 
degree  of  cum-ency  to  even  an  adulterated  coinage.  The 
"continental  bills"  had  such  a  one  in  the  revolution.  But 
if  the  legal  rate  of  silver  renders  ten  dollars  more  valua- 
ble than  an  eagle,  the  eagle,  at  10  dollars,  will  not  be- 
come the  measure  of  values. 

We  as  heartily  desire  a  supply  of  gold  coins,  especially 
of  half  eagles  and  quarters,  as  any  one;  and  only  differ 
with  some  as  to  the  quantity  of  fine  gold  to  be  contained 
in  them.  Frequently,  and  many  3'ears  ago,  we  spoke  of 
the  too  loiv  value  that  we  had  placed  on  gold — and  shall 
rejoice  in  seeing  that  the  new  value  has  not  been  placed 
too  high. 

Mr.  Xe/c/i(?r  has  publislied  a  spirited  address  to  the 
people  of  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Kentucky. 
His  late  opponent,  Mr.  Moore,  it  is  said,  has  addressed 
a  note  to  Mr.  L.  proposing  that  both  of  them  should 
withdraw  their  claims — a  proposition  wliich  "will  be  re- 
jected with  scorn,"  says  one  of  the  journals  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Two  members  of  congress  Mr.  Deming,  of  Vermont, 
and  Mr.  Slade,  of  Illinois,  have  died  since  the  recess  of 
congress. 

Charles  Webster,  esq.  recently  died  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
in  the  72d  year  of  his  age.  Fifty  yeas  ago  he  establislied, 
and  for  forty  years  published,  the  "Albany  Gazette." 
He  was  an  excellent  man. 


The  New  Orleans  "Argus"  of  the  11th,  though  not 
given  to  huzzaing,  has  an  article  headed  "Huzza!  huzza 
for  White! !"  and  "Gloiious  triumph!"  And  then  pro- 
ceeds to  say  that  in  the  city  the  vote  Avas,  for  White  (for 
governor)  948;  Dawson  542 — and  adds,  "we  have  cairied 
all  our  ticket,  and  Mr.  White  is  now  2,000  ahead,  in  this 
and  the  adjoining  parishes." 

When  the  counting  of  the  votes  in  the  city  was  conclud- 
ed, a  band  in  attendance  struck  up  "See  the  conquering 
liero  comes,"  and  the  successful  candidates  were  sere- 
naded until  after  midnight.  This  is  the  way  of  doing 
things  in  New  Orleans. 

It  will  be  some  days,  however,  before  we  can  learn  the 
result  of  this  election.  Mr.  Daxvson  was  expected  to 
have  a  very  strong  vote  in  the  south-eastern  parishes. 

If.  Johnso7i  (anti-.lackson)  has  been  elected  to  congress 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  U7ute. 

Mr.  Ktviiig,  of  the  senate,  has  accepted  an  invitation 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  KanaM  ha,  Va.  to  partake  of  a 
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public  dinner  with  them.  In  his  letter  of  acceptance,  Mr. 
E.  says-— 

"The  valley  of  tlie  Kanawlia,  is  to  run,  a  scene  of  early,  and 
cheiislied  recollections,  and  it  will  nfiord  me  the  liigheal  satis 
faction  to  revisit  it,  and  to  take  by  tlie  hand  my  old  and  es- 
teemed friends,  (rom  vvlioin,  long  since,  and  nnder  far  diflerent 
circumstances,  I  received  marks  of  kindness  and  regard,  vviiicli 
I  still  delight  to  recur  to  and  will  long  treasure  in  my  memory." 

It  was  in  the  "valley  of  the  Kanawha"  that  Mr.  j£Jw- 
ing  laid  the  foundation  of  iiis  present  high  standing  in 
society,  by  literally  hewitig  his  way  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion,— which  had  been  denied  to  him  in  early  youth,  by 
the  adversity  of  his  fortunes. 

The  committee,  in  their  letter  of  invitation,  say— 

They  recognise  in  you  not  only  a  native  son  of  our  ancient 
commonwealth,  but  a  cherished  friend  and  former  resident  of 
this  valley.  And  it  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  gratification 
and  pride,  that  they  have  witnessed  your  advancement  to  the 
distinguished  station  now  occupied  by  you,  and  which  yon 
have  tilled  with  equal  credit  to  yourself  and  honor  to  our  com- 
mon country. 

The  letter  is  signed  by  A.  Donnally,  Wm.  Whitteker, 
Charles  Brown,  Benj.  H.  Smith,  Spicer  Patrick,  Tho- 
mas Wells,  Andrew  Parks,  L.  Welch,  D.  Ruffner,  Joel 
Shrewsbury  sen.  George  W.  Summers,  John  J.  Cabell, 
J.  C.  McFarland,  Richard  K.  Cralle,  D.  Smith. 

Several  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  late  riots  in 
New  York  have  been  tried,  and  some  of  them  sent  to  the 
penitentiary,  for  short  periods  of  time. 

In  noticing  the  criminal  trials  at  New  York,  and  in 
other  places,  we  have  been  oftentimes  led  to  believe  that 
our  present  state  prisons  are  not  penitentiaries,  and  that 
this  project  of  "reform"  has  totally  failed.  We  see  that 
some  have  been  confined  three  or  four  times,  and  that 
one  person,  only  30  years  old,  had  spent  17  pf  them  in  a 
state  prison,  which  he  has  just  re-entered  for  another 
term.  These  institutions,  in  our  opinion,  are  much  bet- 
ter fitted  to  prevent  offences  than  to  correct  the  habits  of 
offenders — and  hence,  that  petit  crimes  should  be  other- 
wise punished,  and  great  offences,  or  repeated  offences 
by  the  same  person,  have  a  much  lengthened  period  of 
service-^and,  as  it  were,  without  the  hope  of  pardon. 

The  report  of  a  battle  with  the  "Mormons,"  in  Jack- 
son county,  Missouri,  was  not  true;  but  these  people,  1o 
the  number  of  800  or  1,000,  well  armed,  advanced,  as- 
sured by  their  prophet,  Smith,  that  he  would  raise  all  that 
should  be  killed  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Lord! 
The  people  of  Jackson  county  had  also  armed  tlieni- 
selves,  and  a  bloody  fight  must  have  ensued,  had  the  par- 
ties come  into  contact.  But  they  had  not,  at  the  latest 
advices,  and  a  hope  is  expressed  that  souie  negotiations 
may  be  entered  into,  to  quiet  the  controversy.  The 
marching  of  so  large  a  body  of  armed  men  into  the  state, 
had  caused  much  excitement  among  the  people.  In  ano- 
ther part  of  this  sheet  will  be  found  a  letter  from  gov. 
Dunklin  on  the  subject. 

A  great  steamboat,  on  the  general  plan  of  Mr.  Biir- 
den''s,  recently  built  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  is  building  at  Pres- 
cott,  in  Canada-  It  is  expected  that  she  will  easily  ascend 
or  descend  the  Long  Sault  Rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Fitted  and  loa<led,  slie  will  not  draw  more  than  24  in- 
ches. She  is  to  have  two  engines  of  30  horse  power,  act- 
ing on  one  wheel,  placed  in  her  middle,  or  between  her 
two  hulls,  which  are  cylinders,  strongly  hooped,  177  feet 
long  and  9  in  diameter. 


least,  will  not  meddle  with  the  contests  for  power  which 
other  governments  may  ai)prehend  in  llial  quarter. 

The  following  letter,  highly  complimentary  to  Messrs. 
Casey  and  Slade,  of  the  house  of  i-epresentatives  from 
Illinois,  was  recently  published  in  the  Louisville  Adver- 
tiser: 

Washington  city,  June  30th,  183-1. 

Dear  sir:  The  bill  appropriating  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  improvement  of  tlie  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,  has 
passed  coiigniss.  Messrs.  C;isey  and  Sladc,  of  Illinois,  were 
very  active  and  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  the  state  from  which  they  come  ought  to  be  i)roud  of 
them,  not  only  for  their  talents,  but  on  account  of  their  indefa- 
tigable industry  as  re[)resenialives.  Yours,  &c. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  the  compliment  paid 
Messrs.  Casey  and  Slade,  seeing  that  president  Jackson 
has  refused  to  sign  the  bill  so  much  commended,  an<l 
which,  we  learn,  was  important  to  the  people  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana? 

The  following  are  the  total  valuations  of  the  real  es- 
tate in  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  districts  named, 
at  the  last  county  assessment: 

Northern  Liberties $4,011,.570  00 

Souihwark 9,349,315  00 

Spring  Garden 3,378.002  00 

Kensington 1 ,697,726  00 


The  directors  of  the  Union  Gold  Mining  company  have 
declared  a  dividetid  equal  to  twelve  per  cent,  per  aimura. 
This  company  was  formed  in  July,  1833,  and  consists 
principally  of  citizens  of  Philadelpliia.  lender  an  act  of 
incorporation,  granted  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
operations  were  commenced  in  April  last,  in  Fauquier 
county,  about  twenty  miles  from  Fredericksbuj'gh. 

A  very  large  naval  force  is  at  sea,  or  ready  for  action, 
in  the  Mediterranean — say  from  1'20  to  150  .sail,  many  of 
them  heavy  ships,  belonging  to  Turkey,  Egypt,  Great 
Britain,  France,  Russia,  and  the  United  Slates,  &c. 

We  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  United  States  should 
keep  up  such  a  heavy  squadron  in  that  sea,  unless  as  a 
school  of  instruction  for  our  officers  and  men — for  we,  at 


$11,637,.513  00 
City  of  Philadelphia 25,642,968  00 

Total :••••.•• .  -$37,280,481  00 

There  are  several  other  districts  in  what  is  generally 
called  Philadelphia,  and  the  total  valuation  must  have 
considerably  exceeded  40  millions;  but  the  rides  by 
which  such  valuations  are  made,  unless  clearly  stated, 
forbid  a  just  understanding  of  tlie  real  value  of  the  pro- 
perty assessed. 

A  detailed  accotmt  of  the  poor  rates  and  country  rates 
in  England  and  Wales,  for  the  year  ending  March  25, 
1833,  has  been  printed,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
whole  amount  levied  was  £8,739,881,  of  «  hicfj  £6,730.799 
was  expended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  £254,412  in  suits 
of  law,  and  £l,094,GG9  for  other  purposes.  The  dimi- 
nution, as  compnred  with  the  year  before,  is,  on  the 
whole,  four  per  cent. 

The  present  prospect  is,  that  a  great  and  wholesome 
"reform"  will  take  place  in  the  Irish  department  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  pretty  speedily — and  if  so,  it 
will  be  followed  by  reforms  at  "home,"  We  think  that 
a  spirit  is  up  that  will  separate  the  church  from  the 
state,  the  mitre  from  the  crown,  the  crook  from  the 
sword,  which  now  are  in  unholy  alliance,  in  that  coun- 
try. 

A  letter  from  the  rev.  J.  Perkins,  dated  Constantino- 
ple, April  15,  says — 

*  *  *  There  is  more  hope  too,  of  the  Turks,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  than  I  had  anticipated.  They  are  rapidly  running 
into  every  species  of  European  improvement,  among  the  rest, 
Lancasterian  schools.  Several  barracks  of  soldiers,  of  four  or 
five  hundred  each,  are  converted  into  these  seiiool?.  The  sol- 
diers spend  a  part  of  liieir  time  in  tactics,  and  the  rest  in  the 
common  branches  of  education. 


The  curse  oi'  g-eneral-ism  and  o^  frriest craft  still  bears 
heavily  on  Mexico  and  Peru,  and,  indeed,  on  all  the  new 
rep7iblics  .of  tlie  south. 

In  tlie' French  part  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  of  the  3d  inst. 
(says  the  "New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate") 
we  find  the  following  intelligence,  which  we  translate  for  our 
renders: 

"We  have  just  reccivi'd  a  number  of  the  Ataluya  Victoria 
(Tan)anlipas)  of  June  17ih.  In  it  is  to  be  found  oificinl  infor- 
mation, wliich  makes  us  fear,  that  New  Spain  is  now  be/n?  de- 
solated by  a  civil  war.  Tlie  following  are  extract-*:"  To  the 
supreme  head  of  the  free  stale  of  San  Louis  clc  Potosi.  Most  es- 
ceilent  seigneur — In  the  communicaiion  which  the  gPnerai  Don 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Aiuia,  sent  on  the  SUt  May,  to  the 
chambers  of  the  union,  you  will  see  that  he  has  exceeded  his 
lejal  powers,  and  broken  the  federal  charter,  in  construing  it  as 
he  understands  it.  The  congress,  in  consequence  of  this,  and 
before  they  had  any  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  Santa  Anna 
in  breaking  up  the  national  government,  issued  the  following 
decree,  and  also  the  proclamation  which  has  been  published. 
Never  was  there  an  occasion  when  we  had  more  need  of  union 
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and  energy.  Now  Is  the  time  to  resist  this  tyrant,  who  wishes 
to  constitute  hiint-elf  supreme  diclalor.  For  this  reason  we 
wish  you  to  receive  the  ench)sed,  and  communicate  it  to  your 
legislature. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AND  LIBERTY. 

San  Louis  de  Potosi,  9th  June,  1834. 
The  constitutional  congress  of  tiie  state,  believing: 
1st.  Tliat  the  president  of  the  republic,  has  not  a  right  to  con- 
strue the  federal  charter  as  he  understands  it. 

2d.  He  has  in  his  commuiiicalioiis  of  31st  May,  had  the  har- 
dihood, wilfully  to  misconstrue  the  aulliority  of  the  chambers. 
3d.  By  tiiese  proceedings,  he  has  passed  the  limits  of  his  du- 
ties and  infringed  upon  the  federal  constitution.   Therefore  this 
congress  does  decree,  that — 

Isl.  The  state  of  San  Louis,  regarding  as  illegal,  all  tlie  pub- 
lic acts  of  the  president,  inasmuch  as  he  will  not  submit  to  be 
bound  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  which  recognize  in  the 
chambers,  the  ri^ht  of  interpreting  the  articles  of  the  con^titu- 
tion,and  of  puhlishing  such  laws  and  decrees  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

2d.  The  governor  of  this  state,  shall  communicate  this  decree 
to  the  legislatures' of  the  other  states,  praying  their  assistance. 
The  executive  power  of  the  state  will  publish,  circulate  and 
execute  this  decree. 

(Signed)  Vicente  Ramero. 

Miguel  Lazo,  major. 
San  Louis  de  Potosi,  9th  June,  1834. 

And  the  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the  7th  July,  has  the 
following  paragrai)hs— 

The  brig  Edwin,  capt.  Chasteau,  arrived  yesterday,  in  7  days 
from  Vera  Cruz,  with  letters  and  papers  to  the  24th  June. 

There  had  been  some  hard  fighting  in  the  interior,  but  Vera 
Cruz  remained  tranquil. 

The  motto  of  the  republic  had  been  changed  from  "God  and 
Liberty,''  to  "SANTA  ANNA  AND  RELIGION." 

The  city  of  Mexico  is  said  to  have  declared  for  Santa  Anna. 
The  troops  stationed  at  Campeachy  had  likewise  declared  for 
Santa  Anna;  but  it  was  susposed  that  the  phice  would  soon  be 
recaptured,  as  some  government  troops  were  on  their  march  to 
it,  and  two  vessels  of  war  had  been  ordered  there.  The  state 
of  Vera  Cruz  had  also  declared  for  Santa  Anna. 

A  conducta  with  $600,000,  is  said  to  have  been  stopped  by 
the  partisans  of  Santa  Anna. 

A  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  dated  June  21,  says — 
Business,  both  here  and  in  the  interior,  is  completely  paraly- 
zed on  account  of  tise  revolution,  whicli  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  most  bloody  and  disastrous  that  this  unfortunate  country 
has  ever  yet  witnessed;  nevertheless  neutral  merchants  like 
myself  have  notiiing  to  fear,  and  all  private  property  I  conceive 
to  be  quite  as  safe  as  it  has  ever  been.  If  the  road  between 
here  and  Mexico  becomes  settled,  we  shall  have  immediately  a 
government  or  general  conducta. 

And  another,  from  the  same  place,  dated  on  the  12th, 
published  in  tlie  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  observes — 
"In  my  last  I  told  you  it  was  my  firm  belief  the  country 
would  not  be  long  in  peace,  after  the  law  against  the  clergy.  I 
also  mentioned  to  you  that  tlie  South  Americans  are  too  vicious 
and  loo  ignorant  to  live  under  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. What  I  said  is  now  accomplishing;  Santa  Anna,  who 
called  himself  a  liberal,  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  military,  cler- 
gy, and  aristocrajC^  of  the  country,  under  the  pompous  appella- 
tion ofjefe  supremo  y  protector  of  the  nation,  and,  no  doubt, 
will  be  soon  crowned  emperor. 

"If  you  look  over  the  other  sections  of  this  vast  continent, 
you  will  see  that  all  the  chiefs,  who  denominate  themselves 
presidents,  are  more  or  less  despots  than  the  late  Fernando  VII. 
and  they  all  aim  at  a  crown. 

"Business  in  consequence  is  at  a  stand;  civil  war,  anarchy 
and  bloodshed  will  result,  and  desolate  the  whole  republic." 

There  are  various  other  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
the  new  civil  war.  The  appearance  of  things  is  every 
way  unpleasant.  The  q-enerals  and  the  priests^  we  fear, 
are  too  strong  against  the  motto  of  the  people. 

We  have  also  advices  from  Pern,  dated  Lima,  April 
29,  which  thus  shew  the  state  of  this  _§-ene?'a^-er/ country: 

On  the  26th  we  received  the  important  intelligence  that  the 
officers  in  Bermudez'  camp,  in  Huancuyo,  had  effected  a  revo- 
lution against  him,  and  had  surrendered  all  the  troops,  about 
1,200  men,  to  the  president,  who  had  appointed  general  Lafu- 
ente  to  take  charge  of  them.  This  event  may  be  considered  as 
decisive  of  the  fall  of  the  insurgents,  and  we  hope  will  soon  re- 
store us  to  tranquillity.  The  president  intends  marching  im- 
mediately upon  Cuzco.  Burmudez  was  at  first  arrested  by  the 
officers  who  effected  the  revolution,  but  was  afterwards  per- 
mitted to  escape  with  only  one  or  two  friends,  lie  is  pursued; 
but,  we  think,  will  escape  to  Cuzco. 

Although  this  severe  loss  to  Bermudez  may  be  considered 
decisive  of  his  fate,  it  will  take  some  months  for  the  president 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  southern  provinces,  and  much  long- 
er for  the  storm  of  passions,  which  civil  war  always  creates,  to 
subside. 

There  is  no  just  hope  of  permanent  peace  and  safety, 
in  any  of  these  republics,  until  the  generals  and  priests 
»Te  rendered  severely  subject  to  the  civil  law. 


The  following  card,  signed  by  thirteen  masters  of 
British  vessels,  was  published  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  2d 
June: 

To  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Natchez.— Sir:  The  un- 
dersigned, masters  of  the  British  merchant  vessels  in  this  port, 
beg  leave  to  lender  their  best  ilianks  to  you,  for  the  prompt  as- 
siblance  with  wliich  you  sent  yotir  boats  on  tiie  29lh  May  hist 
to  the  British  brig  Ranger,  and  at  tiie  same  lime,  are  very  hap- 
py to  avail  ihemselves  of  this  opportunity  to  expiess  their  grate- 
ful thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  American  navy  in  general,  for 
their  promptitude  in  rendering  assistance  to  British  merchant 
vessels. 

Considerable  interest  is  felt  as  to  the  progress  made 
by  France  in  extending  the  benefits  of  civilization  in  Jti- 
giers.  This  progress  has  been  much  more  obstructed 
than  most  persons  supposed  that  it  would  be — for  the 
Arabs  are  among  the  last  people,  perhaps,  that  would 
freely  come  under  the  dominion  of  European  laws;  and 
their  ancient  habits  are  adhered  to  with  extreme  tenacity 
and  resolution.  But  the  superior  intelligence  and  or- 
ganization of  France,  must,  in  time,  build  up  a  great  and 
important  possession  in  Africa,  if  persevered  in. 

The  following  may  serve  to  shew  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  It  appears  that  the  Arabs  are  depredating 
on  one  another — and,  by  dividing  them,  they  may  be 
commanded — and  converted,  in  part,  from  wanderers 
into  cultivators. 

An  official  report,  dated  Algiers,  May  23d,  addressed  by  gene- 
ral Voirol  to  the  minister  of  war,  annoimces  that  the  numerous 
depredations  committed  by  the  Hadjoutes  upon  the  lands  and 
flocks  of  the  Beni  Khaiil,  having  exasperated  that  Arab  tribe  in 
a  high  degree,  he  resolved  to  punish  the  Hadjoutes,  and  compel 
them  to  restore  the  cattle  they  had  carried  off.  About  500  men, 
nearly  all  mounted,  together  with  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Beni  Moussa,  assembled  at  Bonffarich  in  the  night  of  the  17th, 
to  form  a  van  guard.  Gen.  Bro,  with  several  battalions,  100 
horses  and  three  field  pieces,  was  ordered  to  march  upon  Haouck 
Sinara.  His  instructions  were  not  to  attack  the  Hadjoutes,  if 
they  would  restore  the  cattle  they  had  taken.  The  latter  ima- 
gining they  could  escape  with  impunity,  fired  some  shots  upon 
the  van  guard,  which  immediately  fell  upon  them,  and  this  at- 
tack being  supported  by  gen.  Bro,  they  offered  little  resistance. 
They  fled,  leaving  behind  them  400  or  500  head  of  cattle,  which 
were  given  to  the  people  of  the  Beni  Khaiil.  The  Hadjoutes 
suffered  some  loss.  The  next  day  the  troops  advanced  with 
the  intention  of  scouring  the  forest.  A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by 
the  Hadjoutes,  but  the  conditions  of  peace  proposed  not  being 
accepted,  the  forest  was  scoured  by  the  troops,  who  found  im- 
mense flocks,  which  were  bestowed  on  the  Beni  Khaiil  and  the 
Beni  Moussa.  Tents,  camels  and  bales  of  wool,  were  also  car- 
ried off.  We  had  three  men  killed,  and  five  or  six  wounded, 
and  the  auxiliary  Arabs  also  suffered  some  loss.  The  troops, 
having  thus  obtained  for  the  Beni  Khaiil  more  than  had  been 
taken  from  them,  set  out  on  the  20th  on  their  return,  and  the 
next  day  arrived  at  Douera. 

The  affairs  of  both  Spain  and  Portugal,  as  to  domes- 
tic contests  for  the  thrones  of  these  kingdoms,  respec- 
tively, seem  settled,  at  last — and  Carlos  and  JMignel  have 
left  the  peninsula.  The  latter  has  been  the  most  malig- 
nant and  bloody  ruler  of  modern  times,  and,  as  it  would 
appear,  ought  not  to  have  escaped  with  life.  He  is, 
however,  to  receive  a  pension  of  about  80,000  dollars  a 
year,  and  will  probably  reside  in  England.  He  had  ga- 
thered a  property  worth  about  £300,000  sterling,  at 
Elvas,  which,  however,  was  taken  from  him. 

But  neither  Spain  nor  Portugal  are  in  a  quiet  state. 
Much  is  yet  to  be  done  to  unite  the  people,  so  long  and 
furiously  divided  into  parties;  and  it  will  be  Avell  if  the 
intrigues  of  a  wicked  priesthood  do  not  cause  new  shed- 
dings  of  blood,  in  civil  war. 

The  following,  describing  the  present  condition  of 
Hayti,  (and  we  think  that  it  is  not  much  over-colored), 
is  well  worth  the  consideration  of  those  who  think  that 
an  immediate  abolition  of  slavery,  because,  as  they  say, 
it  is  just  in  the  abstract,  can  be  beneficial  to  the  objects 
of  their  sympathy.  We  once  tliought  with  these  men- 
hut  a  long  residence  in  a  slave  state,  abounding  also  with 
free  people  of  color,*  soon  made  manifest  to  us  the  error 
into  which  we  had  fallen.  In  making  this  remark,  how- 
ever, we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  also  having 
changed  our  opinion  of  the  efficiency  of  the  colonization 
society  to  relieve  us  of  the  colored  population — but  we 


*The  free  people  of  color  arc,  decidedly,  the  worst  part  of  our 
population,  so  much  so  that  it  is  hard  to  refrain  from  the  pur- 
chase and  keeping  of  slaves  for  household  setvants. 
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believe  it  is  humanely  designed  as  a  means  of  relief,  and, 
at  any  rate,  will  open  a  way  for  some  to  escape  from  the 
present  degraded  iiituaiion  in  which  tliey  are  placed. 

Extract  ot  a  letter  (roin  an  officer  on  l)oar(l  the  United  States 
ship  Fahnoutli,  dated  Inirbor  <»l  Ilayti,  June  30:  "There  is  no- 
tliing  new  in  tliis  island,  lliat  we  can  learn.  Tlie  blacks  are,  or 
appear  to  be,  favorably  disposed  towards  tlie  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Tills  ciiy,  wiiich  once  contained  fiOjOOO  people, 
(during;  the  French  dynasty),  is  now  in  a  ruinous  state,  and  can 
with  difficulty  count  5,000,  including,'  a  portion  of  Boyer's  stand- 
ing army.  At  the  time  of  the  negro  insurrection,  and  previous 
to  the  massacre,  this  large  island  was  a  perfect  garden,  but  most 
pf  the  then  flourishing  coffee  and  sugar  plantations  have  been 
suffiiied  to  perish,  owing  to  the  indolence  of  tiie  blacks.  The 
French  formerly  exported  from  this  island  large  quantities  of 
sugar,  but  now  they  do  not  raise  sufficient  for  home  consump- 
tion. There  are  in  the  city  of  Hayli  many  splendid  buildings, 
or  remains  of  such,  crumbling  to  pieces  for  the  want  of  a  few 
days'  labor;  not  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  the  buildings  are 
occupied.  The  streets  were  once  beautifully  paved,  and  liad 
commodious  side  walks,  but,  like  every  thing  else  here,  tliey 
are  going  to  ruin.  In  short,  the  inhabitants  are  too  lazy  to  do 
any  thing  but  eat,  drink  and  sleep.  There  are  to  be  found  here 
many  men  of  opulence,  and  some  few  who  have  been  liberally 
educated,  and  are  truly  very  intelligent,  but  the  large  majority 
are  but  Utile  better  informed  than  the  same  number  of  monkeys." 

[iV.  Y.  paper. 

The  trade  on  the  Rhine  is  said  to  be  very  active' — and 
that  208  vessels  arrived  at  and  170  departed  from  Co- 
logne, between  the  16th  March  and  15th  April,  last. 

The  ''judgment  of  Solomon"  is  often  referred  to  as  a 
wonderful  display  of  sagacity,  and  so  it  was — 'but  it  has 
been  rivalled  on  many  occasions,  as  well  as  in  the  case 
stated  below,  from  the  Journal  de  Smyrne: 

''During  the  festival  of  the  Bairam  an  inhabitant  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Funduckli  had  dressed  his  child,  about  two  years  old, 
in  a  shawl  and  cap  ornamented  with  pieces  of  gold,  and  intrust- 
ed it  to  a  slave,  who  left  it  for  a  moment  seated  in  the  court  of 
the  house.  On  his  return  the  child  was  gone,  and  every  search 
for  it  proved  fruitless.  The  father  applied  to  the  seraskier,  en- 
treating him  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances.  This  ollicer 
reflected  that  the  child  could  not  have  been  carried  far  on  ac- 
count of  his  cries,  and  therefore  must  have  been  taken  by  one 
of  the  neighbors.  He  did  not  communicate  this  idea  to  any  one, 
but  directed  one  of  his  messengers  to  go  to  the  village  of  Fun- 
duckli at  the  hour  of  prayer,  to  enler  the  mosque,  and  summon 
the  iman  or  priest  to  come  immediately  to  his  palace.  When 
the  iman  had  come  into  the  presence  of  the  seraskier  he  re- 
ceived a  positive  injimction  to  come  to  him  again  on  the  mor- 
row, and  give  him  the  name  of  the  person  who  first  came 
to  inquire  of  him  the  cause  of  his  being  sent  for  to  the  seraskier. 
The  Turks  in  general  pay  little  attention  to  the  affairs  of  others, 
not  even  to  those  of  their  priests,  consequently,  on  returning  to 
the  mosque  one  man  only  came  to  him  to  ask  the  cau^e  of  so 
euddcn  a  summons.  The  iman  replied  that  it  was  only  relating 
to  a  firman  which  he  was  to  have  read,  but  which  was  with- 
drawn. However,  on  being  informed  by  the  iman  of  what  had 
passed,  the  seraskier  caused  the  inquisitive  man  to  be  arrested, 
and  discovered  the  body  of  the  child  concealed  under  the  stair- 
case of  his  house,  and  thus  proved  that  it  was  he  who  had  car- 
ried it  off.    He  was  sentenced  to  be  instantly  drowned." 

Ma.  Randolph's  will.  At  the  late  term  of  the  genera! 
court  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond,  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  of  John  Randolph,  of  Roan- 
oke, was  offered  for  probat  on  behalf  of  John  Randolph  Bryan, 
an  infant  and  principal  devisee,  by  his  next  friend  and  grand- 
father, judge  Coalter;  a  motion  was  thereupon  submitted  on 
behalf  of  John,  Juba  and  Essex,  (slaves  of  Mr.  Randolph),  to 
permit  them  for  themselves,  and  the  other  slaves,  to  appear  as 
parties  and  to  oppose  the  probat  of  the  said  paper,  and  at  the 
same  lime  to  offer  for  probat  as  the  last  will,  another  paper,  by 
which  they  and  the  other  slaves  were  emancipated.  These 
motions  on  behalf  of  the  slaves  were  overruled  by  the  court  on 
the  ground,  tlial  while  in  condition  of  slaves  they  could  not  le- 
gally be  admitted  parties  to  any  proceedings,  other  than  a  suit 
in  form  apanperis,  or  bill  in  equity,  for  the  recovery  of  lluir 
freedom.  Upon  this  decision  being  announced,  the  same  mo- 
tions were  submitted  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  right 
rev.  Mr.  Meade,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  last  mention- 
ed paper,  which  were  allowed,  and  he  became  party  on  the  re- 
cord, lor  the  purpose  aforesaid.  The  parlies  not  being  prepar- 
ed to  adduce  their  evidence,  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  was 
awarded  to  the  clerk  of  Charlniie  county  court,  commanding 
hitn  to  bring  np  the  paper  last  offered,  and  commissions  granted 
the  parries  to  take  tiie  depositions  of  witnesses  residing  in  Lon- 
don and  Philadelphia,  and  the  cause  continued  to  the  next 
term. 

Counsel  for  Bryan — Johnson  and  Stanard.  Do.  for  the  slaves 
— ^Robinson,  (attorney  general)  and  Taylor,  with  whom  gen. 
Jones,  of  Washington;  is  associated.  [^Jllex.  Gazette. 


FROM  LIBERIA. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  the  rev.  S.  O. 
Wright,  Methodist  missionary,  and  Mrs.  Wright,  rev.  Maltheiu 
Laird  and  wife,  and  Juhn  Cloud,  Presbyterian  inisfionaries. 
They  had  fallen  victims  to  the  fever  of  the  coast.  The  rev.  Mr. 
Herscy,  late  vice  agent  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  society, 
and  the  rev.  J.  7V  jnp/e,  the  only  survivor  of  the  inissionaiies, 
have  relumed.    The  health  of  ihe  colonists  was  giiiierally  good. 

There  is  a  great  want  of  economy  and  indiisiry  among  the 
emigrants.  A  colored  man  of  the  name  oi  Jones,  who  has  been 
on  a  lour  of  observation,  says  that  he  has  never  seen  a  home, 
except  in  Liberia,  and  that  any  colored  man  who  would  go  there 
with  a  disposition  to  work,  and  live  temperately,  might  have 
health,  comfort  and  freedom,  such  as  is  no  where  to  be  found 
in  this  country. 

It  is  stated  that  the  pride,  extravagance  and  luxury  of  those 
seillers  who  have  been  |)rosperous  in  trade  there,  are  highly  re- 
prehensible. Almost  every  I'amily  has  a  luimber  of  natives  em- 
ployed as  menial  servants;  and  even  the  emancipated  slaves 
who  have  been  sent  there,  and  arc  entirely  dependeut,  arc  too 
lazy  to  bring  water,  and  employ  natives  to  do  it  for  them. 

The  "Liberia  Herald"  expresses  great  pleasure  at  the  con- 
templated establishment  of  a  new  colony  by  the  Colonization 
society  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  whose  agent,  Dr.  James  Hall, 
had  already  purchased  Cape  Palmas,  and  taken  the  primary 
steps  of  settlement.  The  cape  is  represented  as  a  beautiful 
eminence,  which  projects  a  considerable  distance  into  the  sea. 
A  town  has  been  laid  out,  and  native  houseg  having  been  pre- 
pared, the  emigrants  were  landed  in  a  day  after  their  arrival. 
Several  individuals  had  cleared  their  lots  and  were  successfully 
growing  vegetables.  Nearly  all  the  emigrants  from  the  United 
Stales  had  been  attacked  with  the  fever,  but  all  except  one  re- 
covered.    A  meeting  house  had  been  erected. 

If  the  emigrants  practice  industry  and  economy  there  Is  no 
danger  of  their  success. 

Tlie  New  York  Colonization  society  have  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  purchase  and  make  a  settlement  at  Cape  Mount.  tIiIs 
location  the  "Herald"  thinks  very  happily  sitnaied,  and  much 
better  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  internal  and  external  tiade 
than  Cape  Messurado. 

The  coffee  tree  is  a  native  of  the  country,  and  grows  spon- 
taneously in  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  Monrovia. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  seems  to  be  awakening  amongst 
the  colonists,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  find,  amongst  other  eviden- 
ces of  the  advance  of  the  colony,  proposals  for  building  a  dam 
across  a  stream,  and  a  notice  that  houses  were  building  and 
measures  in  progress  to  erect  a  saw  mill,  a  light  house  and  a 
Baptist  church. 

The  February  number  of  the  Herald  furnishes  a  list  of  31  ar- 
rivals and  departures  during  the  preceding  month,  a  strong 
proof  of  the  wliolesomc  condition  of  the  commerce  of  the  colo- 
ny. 

Governor  Plnney  had  despatched  two  persons  as  commission- 
ers on  the  part  of  the  American  Colonization  society,  to^pgo- 
liate  with  the  kings  and  head  men  for  land  on  the  Junk  river, 
whereon  to  make  a  settlement.  The  country  is  represented  as 
fertile. 

The  settlement  was  becoming  popular  with  the  native  kings. 
Joe  Harris,  king  on  the  Grand  Bassa  side  of  the  St.  John's  river, 
had  become  clamorous  in  his  solicitations  for  the  Americans  to 
come  and  locate  themselves  on  his  side  of  the  river,  promising 
to  give  them  plenty  of  good  land  for  their  town  and  farms,  and 
to  make  them  as  comfortable  as  possible.  King  Joe,  in  tha 
early  period  of  the  selllement  of  the  colony,  had  opposed  it. 

The  agent,  Mr.  Pinney,  speaks  of  a  greatly  increased  atten- 
tion to  agriculture,  and  says  that  at  Caldwell,  double  the  quan- 
tity of  land  had  been  cleared  this  season  as  was  the  last. 

Census  of  Liberia  in  the  summer  of  1833,  [From  the  Neuf 
Haven  Journal  of  Freedom.] 

Whole  number  of  emigrants  sent  out  from  Ihe  founding  of  the 
colony,  including  the  recaptured  Africans  3,123 

Actual  population  at  the  lime  of  the  census  2,816 

Showing  a  total  decrease  of  307 

Deduct  for  those  temporarily  absent,  say  50 

And  for  those  who  have  returned,  say      35  85 

The  loss  is  293 

The  loss  of  life  In  the  fourteen  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  first  expedition  sailed  from  New  York,  and  made  a  tempo- 
rary lodgement  on  the  island  of  Sherbro,is22-2out  of  3,12.?;  that 
is,  the  excess  of  the  number  of  deaths  over  the  numberof  births 
in  fourteen  years,  has  been  222.  To  those  who  believe  that  the 
emigrants  generally  have  been  the  most  miserable  and  degraded 
of  their  color,  worn  out  slaves,  turned  off  to  die  "iwVe  old  hor- 
se-;,"— to  those  vviio  believe  that  rum  runs  down  the  streets  of 
Monrovia  at  tlic  rate  of  more  than  twice  1,400  barrels  per  an- 
num, and  that  Ihe  greatest  immorality  and  licentiousness  pre- 
vail among  the  inhabitants— it  would  seem  incredible  that  the 
decrease  has  been  BO  greater.  Such  men  will  probably  discre- 
dit the  statement. 

Virginia  two  centuries  as,o.    The  colonization  of  Virginia  wag 
commenced  at  Jamestown  in  May,  1607,  by  a  company  of  100 
persons. 
In  four  months  the  100  dwindled  to  50,  and  soon  after  to  38, 
In  1609  the  colony  had  been  iucreascd,  by  auccestiive  rein- 
forcements, to  500  souls. 
Six  mouths  afterwards  it  had  dwindled  to  60. 


398 


NILES'  REGISTER— JULY  26,  1834— LAFAYETTE. 


In  1611  the  population  had  increased  to  200. 

In  162Q,  wlieii  the  number  of  settlers  had  become  still  grcaier, 
347  men,  women  and  children  were  destroyed  by  the  Indian?. 

In  1624,  to  nse  the  words  of  chiel  jt^i^tice  Marphail,  "about 
£150,000  sterling  had  been  expended  in  planlini^  tlie  colony, 
ami  more  than  9,000  persons  iiad  been  sent  from  Europe  to  peo- 
ple ii;  and  yet  at  llie  end  of  scvenleyn  years,  tiie  population 
was  reduced  to  1,800  persons." 

DREADFUL  SUFFERING  OF  EMIGRANTS. 

The  following  letter  is  from  the  master  of  an  English  ship,  at 
quarantine  at  Grosse  Island,  near  Quebec,  dated  May  27th,  ad- 
dressed to  a  mercantile  house  in  New  York,  and  furnishes  a 
melancholy  detail  of  the  cruel  nei.'lect  and  sufferings  which  the 
wretched  emigrants  are  compelled  to  utiderao,  after  reaching  a 
country  where  tiiey  expected  to  find  an  alleviation  instead  of 
an  increase  of  their  woes: 

"I  arrived  here  on  the  18lh,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
with  three  hundred  passengers,  forty  of  whom  were  sent  to  the 
hospital  on  the  18th  and  19th,  more  or  less  affected  with  measles 
and  typhus  fever.,  We  lost  seven  on  the  |)assage;  viz:  one  man 
by  a  fall,  and  six  children,  from  the  want  of  proper  attention 
being  paid  to  them,  their  parents  beiiii:  m^;i  sick.  I  landed  the 
remainder  of  them  on  the  20th,  got  the  vc.-sel  cleaned  and  fu- 
migated on  the  21st,  and  the  passengers  weri-  sent  on  board  on 
the  21th.  These  poor  creatures  have  been  on  board  ever  since, 
with  only  eleven  beds  between  250. 

The  straw  beds  which  they  had  were  thrown  overboard,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  lie  on  the  boards,  without  a  covering,  the 
greater  part  having  nothing  on  the  passage  but  their  wearing 
apparel,  which  they  are  obliged  to  keep  on  to  prevent  the 
boards  from  cutting  their  hips.  There  are  mothers  and  their 
children  in  this  state.  It  is  inconsistent  with  reason  to  expect 
them  to  remain  healthy  while  they  are  in  this  state.  There  is 
no  constitution  able  to  bear  such  treatment  in  these  piercing 
righta.  There  are  fifty  of  my  passengers  in  hospital  at  present, 
Bnd  the  remainder  must  be  soon  there  if  something  is  not  done 
for  them.  '  The  people  ought  to  be  kept  on  shore  until  the  ves- 
sel is  liberated;  for  while  there  is  such  a  numhor  together,  there 
will  always  be  somebody  complaining.  Dr.  Poole  has  repotted 
78  in  hospital.  There  have  been  six  deaths  and  a  few  bad 
cases,  but  the  greater  part  of  them  were  very  slightly  affected; 
In  fact,  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  some  of  them. 

I  think  it  advisable  to  allow  the  vessel  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately with  the  passengers  she  has  on  board,  as  there  have  been 
but  two  cases  of  measles,  since  they  have  been  re-embarked — 
or  allowed  to  re-land  them  and  then  proceed,  provided  their 
passages  be  found  them  to  duebec.  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  detain 
the  vessel  here  such  a  length  of  time.  Dr.  Poole  told  me  he 
expected  I  would  be  allowed  to  proceed  last  Sunday,  but  there 
Is  no  likelihood  of  it.  f  slated  our  situation  to  the  comman- 
dant, who  said  he  could  do  no  more  than  give  me  a  little  straw 
for  them  when  he  gets  it.  I  had  two  letters  for  you,  which  I 
gave  to  the  commandant  on  Wednesday  to  forward.  He  has 
also  told  me  that  I  will  have  to  victual  the  passengers,  which  is 
a  great  imposition.    I  remain  your  humble  servant, 

HENRY  DEAVrS, 
Master  of  the  barque  Mary,  of  Cork.^^ 

MORMONS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Dunklin,  governor  of  the  state  of 

Missouri,  to  col.  J.  Thornton,  dated 

City  of  Jefferson,  June  6,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  I  was  pleased  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  concur- 
red in  by  Messrs.  Rees,  Atchison  and  Doniphan,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Mormon  difficulties.  I  should  be  gratified  indeed,  if 
the  parties  could  compromise  on  the  terms  you  suggest,  or,  in- 
deed, upon  any  other  terms  satisfactory  to  themselves.  But  I 
should  travel  out  of  the  line  of  my  strict  duty,  as  chief  execu- 
llve  officftr  of  the  government,  were  I  to  take  upon  myself  the 
task  of  effecting  a  compromise  between  the  parties.  Had  I  not 
supposed  it  possible,  yes,  probable,  that  1  should,  as  executive 
of  the  state,  have  to  act,  I  should  before  now,  have  interfered 
individually,  in  the  way  you  suggest,  or  in  some  other  way,  in 
order  if  possible,  to  effect  a  compromise.  Uncommitted,  as  I 
am,  to  either  party,  I  shall  feel  no  embarrassment  in  doing 
my  duty;  though  it  may  be  done  with  the  most  extreme  regret. 
My  duty  in  the  relation  in  which  I  now  stand  to  the  parties,  is 
plain  and  straight  forward.  By  an  offii'ial  interposition,  I  might 
embarrass  my  course.  Mid  urge  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  compromise,  and  should  it  fail,  and  in  the  end, 
should  I  find  it  my  duty  to  act  contrary  to  the  advice  I  had 
given,  it  might  be  said,  that  I  either  advised  wrong,  or  acted 
wrong;  or  tliat  I  was  partial  to  one  side  or  the  other,  in  giving 
advice  that  I  would  not,  as  an  officer,  follow.  A  nmre  clear, 
juid  indisputable  right  does  not  exist,  than  that  of  the  Mormon 
people,  who  were  expelled  from  their  homes  in  Jackson  coun- 
iy,  to  return  and  live  on  their  lands,  and  if  they  cannot  be  per- 
suaded as  a  matter  of  policy,  to  give  up  that  right,  or  to  quali- 
fy it,  my  course,  as  the  rliief  executive  officer  of  the  state,  is  a 
]dain  one. — The  constituiion  of  the  United  States  declares, 
»'lhat  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states,"  Then  we 
cannot  interdict  any  people  who  have  a  political  franchise  in 
the  United  folates  from  emigrating  to  this  state,  nor  from  choos- 
ing what  part  of  the  state  they  will  settle  in,  provided  Ihey  do 
not  trespass  oti  the  property  or  rights  of  others.  Our  stale  crm- 
Blitmion   declares  that  the  people'a  "right  to  bear  arms,  in  de- 


fence of  themselves,  and  of  the  state,  cannot  be  questioned." 
Then  it  is  their  constitutional  right  to  arm  themselves.  In- 
deed, our  militia  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  man,  not  ex- 
empted by  law,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45,  to  arm  himself 
with  a  musket,  rifle,  or  some  firelock,  with  a  certain  quantity 
of  ammunition,  &c.  And  again,  our  constitution  says,  "that 
all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Al- 
mighty God  according  to  the  dictates  of  tJieir  own  conscien- 
ces." I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  eccentricity  of  the  reli- 
gious opinions  and  practices  of  the  Mornrons,  is  at  the  bottom 
of  the  outrage  committed  against  them. 

They  have  their  right  constitutionally  guaranteed  to  them, 
and  it  is  indefeasible,  to  believe  and  worship  Jo  Smith  as  a 
man,  an  angel,  or  even  as  the  only  tiue  and  living  God,  and  to 
call  their  habitation  Zion,  the  Holy  Land,  or  even  Heaven  it- 
self. Indeed,  there  is  nothing  so  absurd  or  ridiculous,  that  they 
have  not  a  right  to  adopt  as  their  religion,  so  that  in  its  exer- 
cise, they  do  not  interl'ere  with  the  rights  of  others. 

It  is  not  long  since  an  impostor  assumed  the  character  of  Je 
sus  Christ,  and   attempted  to   minister  as  such;  but  I  never 
heard  of  any  combination  to  deprive  him  of  his  rights. 

I  consider  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  of  Jackson  and 
the  adjoining  counties  to  exert  themselves  to  effect  a  compro- 
mise of  these  difficulties,  and  were  1  assured  that  I  would  not 
have  to  act  in  my  official  cap.acity  in  the  affair,  I  would  visit 
the  parties  in  person  and  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  settle  it. 
My  first  advice  would  be  to  the  Mormons,  to  sell  out  their 
lands  in  Jackson  county,  and  to  settle  somewhere  else,  where 
they  could  live  in  peace,  if  they  could  get  a  fair  price  for  them, 
and  reasonable  damages  for  injiiiies  received.  If  this  failed  I 
would  try  the  citizens  and  advise  them  to  meet  and  rescind 
ilUgal  resolves  of  last  summer;  and  agree  to  conform  to  the 
laws  in  every  particular,  in  respect  to  the  Mormons,  If  both 
these  failed,  I  would  then  advise  tlie  plan  you  have  suggested, 
for  eacli  party  to  take  separate  tenilory  and  confine  their  mem- 
bers wiMiin  their  respective  limits,  with  the  exception  of  the 
public  right  of  egress  and  regress  upon  the  highway.  If  all 
tliese  failed  then  the  simpiv  question  of  legal  right  would  have 
to  settle  it.  It  is  this  last  I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  conform 
my  adion  to  in  the  end.  And  hence  the  necessity  of  keeping 
myself,  in  the  best  situation  to  do  my  duty  impartially. 

Runu)r  says  that  each  paityare  preparing  themselves  with 
cannon.  That  would  be  illegal.  It  is  not  necessary  to  self-de- 
fence, as  guaranteed  by  the  constitution.  And  as  there  are  no 
artillery  companies  organized  in  this  state,  nor  field  pieces  pro- 
vided by  the  public,  any  preparations  of  that  kind  will  be  con- 
sidered as  without  right;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
would  be  understood  to  be  with  a  criminal  intent.  I  am  told 
that  the  people  of  Jackson  county  expect  assistance  from  the 
adjoining  counties,  to  oppose  the  Mormons  in  taking  or  keep- 
ing possession  of  their  lands.  I  shtmld  regret  it  extremely  if  any 
should  be  so  imprudent  as  to  do  so;  it  would  give  a  different  as- 
pect to  the  affair. 

The  citizens  of  Jackson  county  have  a  riglu  to  arm  them- 
selves and  parade  for  military  duty  in  their  own  county,  inde- 
pendent of  the  commander  in-chief;  but  if  citizens  march  there 
in  arms  from  other  counties,  without  order  from  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  or  some  one  authorised  by  him,  it  would  produce 
a  very  different  state  of  things.  Indeed,  the  Mormons  have  no 
right  to  march  to  Jackson  county  in  arms,  unless  by  the  order 
or  permission  of  the  commander  in-chief,  flien  must  not  "levy 
war"  in  taking  possession  of  their  rights,  any  more  than  others 
should  in  opposing  them  in  taking  possession. 

As  you  have  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  a  peaceable  com- 
promise of  this  important  affair,  I  presume  you  will  not  be  un- 
willing to  be  placed  in  a  situation,  in  which  perhaps,  you  can 
be  more  serviceable  to  these  parlies.  I  have  therefore  taken 
the  liberty  of  appointing  yon  an  aid  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  hope  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  accept.  In  this  situa- 
tion you  can  give  your  propositions  all  the  influence  they  would 
have,  were  thej'  to  emanate  from  the  executive,  without  com- 
tnitting  yourself  or  the  commander-in-chief  in  the  event  of  a 
failure. 

I  should  be  glad  you,  or  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  joined 
you  in  your  communication,  would  keep  a  close  correspondence 
with  these  parties,  and  by  each  mail  write  tome. 

The  character  of  the  state  has  been  injured  in  consequence  of 
this  unfortunate  affair;  and  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  not  be  dis- 
graced by  it  in  the  end.    With  high  respect,  vour  ob't  servant, 

DANIEL  DUNKLIN, 

LAFAYETTE. 

Reply  of  George  W.  Lafayette  to  the  Jlmcrican  committee, 

Paris,  May '23,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  with  feelings  of  the  most  re- 
spectful gratitude  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  me  the  moment  after  my  family  and  myself  had  lost  the 
venerable  ami  tenderly  loved  parent  whom  heaven  had  given 
us.  After  having  filled  with  satisfaction  and  with  glory  the  old 
age  of  him  who  had  had  thr.  happiness  of  consecrating  to  thrm 
his  earliest  years,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  giting 
also  to  werp  with  us  over  bis  crave;  and  these  tears  will  be  for 
his  memory  a  precious  nnvnrd  ferhis  fidelity  to  the  convictions 
he  brousht  back  with  him  from  the  classic  soil  of  liberty.  These 
tears  will  he  eatrerly  caiisilit  by  his  children  and  by  his  grand 
children;  they  will  give  them  courage  to  sustain  their  n)isfortune 
and  struggle  to  march  with  a  firm  and  assured  step  in  the  path 
which  he  has  always  followed  who  knew  how  to  merit  Ihem. 
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Gentlemen,  your  sympathy  mitigates  our  affliction;  it  sheds  a 
salutary  balm  in  our  hearts,  now  l)r()ken  with  grief.  Receive 
the  homage  of  our  respectful  gratilurie. 

GEORGE  W.  LAFAYETTE. 

Letter  written  by   George  W.  Lafayette  to  Mr.  Barton,  charge 
d^affairs  of  the  tfnited  States. 

Paris;  May  21,  1834. 

Sir:  He  who  had  obtained  from  Franklin  liie  authority  of  first 
drawing  his  sword  in  defence  of  liberty  under  the  American 
standard  in  1776,  the  adopted  son  of  VVashington,  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  light  infantry  at  Yorktown;  he,  whom 
in  1824  and  1825  an  entire  nation  honored  with  a  triumph  with- 
out example  in  history,  my  father,  general  Lafayette,  is  no 
more!  To  morrow,  his  son,  his  grandsons,  those  to  whom  al- 
liances, blessed  by  himself,  have  given  the  right  of  being  his 
children,  are  to  conduct  him  to  his  last  abode. 

The  French  people  loved  him,  and  the  funeral  car  which  will 
transport  him  to  the  spot  where  already  reposes  the  partner  of 
his  life,  will  be,  we  confidently  expect,  surrounded  by  a  numc- 
rotis  crowd  of  good  citizens. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  of  you,  in  the  name  of  my  family,  of 
you,  the  representative  of  our  second  country,  to  participate  in 
our  griefs,  in  the  name  of  that  country  of  which  we  are  in  a 
manner  children.  One  of  the  corners  of  the  pall  which  will 
cover  my  father  is  destined  for  you,  sir;  and  your  fellow  citizens 
assembled  around  you  will  find,  I  venture  to  hope,  in  the  price 
sve  attach  to  their  presence  on  this  mournful  occasion,  the  proof 
of  our  gratitude  for  the  veneration  for  the  memory  of  my  father, 
of  which  this  morning  they  have  been  so  good  as  to  make  me  the 
depository. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration.  GEORGE  W.  LAFAYETTE. 

Reply  of  Mr.  Barton  to  George  W.  Lafayette. 
Legation  of  the  United  States,  Paris,  May  22,  1834. 

Sir:  It  is  with  heartfelt  grief  that  I  have  received  the  news 
of  the  death  of  your  illustrious  father  general  Lafayette.  My 
task  would  be  less  difficult  had  I  merely  to  express  my  own 
feelings,  tnjt  other  duties  now  devolve  upon  me,  which  make 
use  sensible  how  incompetent  I  am  to  perform  it.  I  would 
ppeak  to  you,  sir,  of  the  gratitude  and  veneration  of  a  nation^ 
of  the  grief  about  to  overwhelm  a  whole  people,  but  I  can  only 
request  you  to  receive  these  assurances  from  me  until  my  coun- 
try can  renew  them  in  a  more  solemn  manner. 

You  honor  me,  sir,  by  selecting  me,  as  representing  my  coun- 
try, for  one  of  the  pall-bearers.  I  beg  you  to  accept,  with  my 
personal  thanks,  those  which  I  tender  in  its  name. 

I  sincerely  regret  at  this  moment,  the  absence  of  Mr.  Living- 
ston. His  age,  his  character,  his  official  situation  and  above 
all,  the  ties  of  friendship  which  united  him  for  so  many  years  to 
one  whom  we  all  loved,  and  whose  loss  we  all  deplore,  would 
have  rendered  him  far  more  worthy  than  myself  of  the  honor 
you  intend  us.  I  shall  fulfil  the  duty  assigned  me,  doubtless 
with  grief,  but  at  the  same  time  with  feelings  of  pride. 

That  my  government  may  be  officially  informed  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  us,  I  shall  immediately  transmit  to  Washington 
copies  of  your  letter  and  my  answer.  Accept  once  more  sir, 
my  renewed  acknowledgments,  and  be  kind  enough  to  convey 
the  expression  of  my  feelings  to  your  family. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  THOMAS  P.  BARTON. 

BISHOP  WHITE. 

The  following  beautiful  and  touching  notice  of  the  patriarch 
of  the  Episcopal  church  in  this  country,  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  by  every  one  who  knows  the  venerable  bishop.  It  is 
part  of  the  address  of  bishop  Onderdonk — 

''I  have  gone  through  with  the  several  topics  relating  to  ec- 
clesiastical business  that  have  occurred  to  me.  One  however 
of  a  ditferent  sort  remains.  It  is  the  continued  healtli  and  ac- 
tivity uncommon  at  his  age,  of  our  venerable  father  in  God — 
lilt!  c<"nlrc  of  our  affections,  and  those  of  our  whole  church.  No 
individual  perhaps  on  earth  is  so  personally  connected  with  so 
many  circuiii^tances  of  deep  interest.  For  neaily  half  a  centu- 
ry, he  has  lieen  the  living  link  between  two  churches,  the 
church  of  England  ami  tlie  American  Episcopal  church.  For 
nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century,  he  has  been  the  living  link 
feetween  the  successive  generations  of  men  in  active  life,  who, 
at  the  becinninL'  of  timt  period,  were  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
our  churcli,  or  h;ii'e  since  become  such.  All  our  bishops  but 
one,  since  the  succession  was  obtained,  and  all  our  present 
iHshO'ps,  received  tlnir  commissinn  at  his  hands.  He  has  been 
the  seni^ir  bishop  of  our  clinreh  more  than  thirty-eight  years: 
and  he  sits  among  his  Episcopal  compeers,  as  did  St.  John,  snr 
rounded  by  younger  brethren  only  in  the  Apostolic  office,  all 
the  other  first  incumbents,  and  many  others  later  in  their  ccjihc- 
cration,  having  been  removed  from  their  earthly  labors.  He 
was  the  friend  rtnd  pastor  of  Washington,  and  a  clinpl,iiii  to 
congress  at  an  early  pericjd.  Once,  he  was  the  only  Episcopal 
clergyman  in  Pennsylvania;  now  about  seventy  acknowledfe 
him  thei-r  diocesan.  His  personal  character  is  unstained,  his 
official  character  admired  and  veneratrd.  Strangers  ask  to  see 
liim — and  young  children  are  brought  into  his  presence,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  say,  at  future  periods,  that  they  have  been 
taken  by  the  hand  by  b.i-hop  White.  I  am  sure  that  the  hearts 
of  all  of  you  my  brethren,  unite  with  miiie  in  the  prayer,  that 


God  will  still  'remember  for  good'  his  aged  and  faithful  ser- 
vant." [Philadelphia  paper  of  June  5. 

HOSPITAL  MONEY. 

It  is  well  known  that  every  sailor  in  this  country  employed 
in  the  merchant's  service,  from  the  captain  to  the  cabin  boy,  is 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  twenty  cents  a  month  while  attached 
to  a  vessel,  which  sum  is  to  be  deducted  Irom  the  wages  due, 
and  paid  over  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  before  such  vessel 
is  allowed  to  enter  in  any  port.  The  sums  thus  received  con- 
stitute what  is  called  "the  marine  hospital  fund,"  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  furnishing  sailors  with 
a  retreat  when  sick,  and  supplying  them  with  medicines,  n»e- 
dical  advice,  &c. 

'J'he  last  number  of  the  New  York  Sailor^s  Magazine  contains 
a  table,  condcnscui  from  a  document  transmitted  to  congress  dur- 
ing the  present  [late]  session,  which  shows  the  number  of  sick 
seamen  received  into  the  difierent  hospitals  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  amount  i)aid  for  board,  nursing,  &.c.  and  also  the 
amount  of  hospital  money  collected. 

It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  number  of  men  admitted 
into  the  hospital  in  this  district,  tor  the  year  1832,  the  last  year 
in  which  the  returns  were  made  up,  was  571,  the  total  expen- 
ditures were  $8,517,  and  the  amount  of  hospital  money  receiv- 
ed was  $8,260  44.  In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  number  of 
seamen  admitted  was  950,  total  expenses,  ,f  16,098  41— amount 
of  hospital  money  collected  $14,797  81.  In  Philadelphia,  the 
number  of  seamen  admitted  was  397— total  expenses  $7,554  36 
—of  which  $1,385  87  were  paid  for  clothing!  (The  whole 
amount  charged  in  all  the  other  districts  is  $104  06)!  the  amount 
of  hospital  money  collected  $3,649  87.  In  New  Orleans  the 
number  admitted  is  474,  expenses,  $8,718— and  amount  receiv- 
ed $3,655  52.  The  following  is  the  grand  total  of  expenses, 
seamen  admitted,  and  amount  of  hospital  money — in  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1832: 
Number  of  men  admitted  to  the  several  hospitals  in  1832  was 

4,281. 

Amount  paid  for  board  and  nursing $33,397  57 

Amount  charged  on  contract,  but  no  items  given 3,530  79 

Amount  paid  for  medical  attendance 6,038  23 

Amount  paid  for  medicine g  757  29 

Amount  paid  for  travelling  expenses '450  08 

Amount  paid  for  clothing l  489  93 

Amount  paid  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  307  men l,'ll5  65 

Amount  paid  for  commissions  to  agents  of  one  per  ct.       702  55 

Making  the  total  expenditure  for  the  year  amount  to    70,482  09 
Hospital  money  collected  in  the  same  time 58,942  56 

Leaving  a  balance  for  that  year  in  favor  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  against  the  hospital  fund,  of $11,539  53 

In  addition  to  the  pittance  thus  wrung  from  the  hard-working 
sailor  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  well 
to  state,  that  tiie  state  of  New  York  passed  an  act  ten  or  a  dozen 
years  ago,  laying  a  tax  on  sailors,  who  should  enter  that  port 
from  a  foreign  voyage,  of  one  dollar  each— and  the  revenue 
which  has  thus  been  collected  in  a  manner  evidently  unjust  and 
unconstitutional,  has  amounted  to  an  enormous  sum.  It  was 
originally  intended  to  appropriate  the  amount  thus  collected  to 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  elegant 
marine  hospital  on  Staten  Island.  It  has  since  been  proposed 
to  apply  it  to  other  purposes.  We  should  be  glad  to  learn  from 
the  New  York  papers  whether  this  tax  upon  sailors  is  still  con- 
tinued, and  if  it  is,  to  what  purpose  the  money  thus  obtained  19 
applied.  [iV.  F.  Mcr.  Journal. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Head  quarters  of  the  marine  corps, 
..idjutnnt  and  inspector's  office,  Washington,  9lh  July,  1834. 
The   following  promotions  have  been   made  in  the  corps  of 
marines  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate: 

Lieut,  col.  commandant  Archibald  Henderson,  colonel  bv 
brevet,  17lh  October,  1830. 

Cai)tain  Charles  R.  Broom,  licut.  col.  by  brevet,  7ih  March 
1834.  ' 

1st  lieut.  George  W.  Walker,  captain  by  brevet,  3d  March 
1831. 
1st  lieut.  Charles  Grymes,  captain  by  brevet,20th,  July,  1831, 
1st  lieut.   Ward  Marston,  captain   by  brevet,  30th  October' 

1831.  * 
1st  lieut.  Charles  C.  Tupper,  captain  by  brevet,  21st  January 

1832.  •" 
1st  lieut.  Augustus  A.  Nicholson,  captain   by  brevet.  27th 

May,  1832.  ' 

1st  lieut.  James  McCawley,  captain  by  brevet,  6th  October 

18.32.  ' 

l5t  licut.  Benjamin  Macomber,  captain  by  brevet,  2d  April 

1833.  ' 
1st  lif  ut.  Abraham  N.  Brevoort,  captain  by  brevet,  26th  Sen- 

tember,  1833.  '^ 

By  order,  PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  adj.  and  insp. 

EXAMINATION  OF  MIDSHIPMEN. 
The  board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen,  which  assem- 
bled at  Baltimore  in  May,  adjourned  on  the  12th  June,  having 
ej^amincd  all  who  presented  themselves. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  those  found  qualified  for  promotion, 
arranged  in  the  order  of  merit,  to  vvliich  are  added  the  names  of 
the  stales  to  vvhicli  tliey  belong.  Warrants  having  been  grant- 
ed, bearing  the  date  L4th  June,  1834. 

[Jirmy  and  Navy  Chronicle, 

1826  Chas.  W.  Pickering,  N.  H.  32  Agustus  L.  Case,  N.  Y. 

1827  John  de  Camp,  Flo.  33  Roger  Perry,  Md. 

VV.  J.  H.Robertson,  D.C.  34  VVm.  S.Ringgold,  D.  C. 
1828.  35  John  T.  Williams,  N.  C. 

1  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  Va.    36  Joseph  W.  Revere,  N.  Y. 

2  Joseph  C.  Walsh,  Pa.  37  Alex'r  M.  Pennock,  Tenn. 

3  Charles  H.  Cotton,  Vt.  38  B.  S.  B.  Darlington,  Pa. 

4  Augustine  W.  Provost,  Pa.    39  George  F.  Emmons,  Vt. 

5  Franklin  Clinton,  N.  Y.         40  Edward  Middleton,  S.  C. 

6  James  K.  Bowie,  Md.  41  Montgomery  Lewis,  Pa. 

7  John  Rodgers,  jr.  D.  C.  42  George  McA.  White,  D.  C. 

8  John  B.Marchand,Geo.        43  C.  E.  L.  Griflin,N.  Y. 

9  Wm.  R.  Taylor,  Mass.  44  William  S.  Swann,  Va. 

10  H.  J.  Harstene,  S.  C.  45  Thomas  T.  Huter,  Va. 

11  Lloyd  J.  Bryan,  D.  C.  46  Albert  A.  Holcomb,  Ky. 

12  Benjamim.F.  Sands,  Ky.       47  Gustavus  H.  Seott,  Va. 

13  Henry  French,  Mass.  48  Richard  Forrest,  D.  C. 

14  William  Leigh,  Va.  49  Levin  Handy,  Md. 

15  Samuel  Larkin,  jr.  N.  H.       50  David  McDougal,  Ohio, 

16  William  H.  Burges,  Vca.         51  Charles  F.  Mcintosh,  Va. 

17  Henry  S.  Slellwagon,  Pa.      52  James  W.  Cook,  N.  C. 

18  Jas.  L.  Henderson,  D.  C.       53  C.  F.  M.  Spottswood,  Va. 

19  Daniel  B.  Ridgley,  Ky.  54  Henry  C.  Flagg,  S.  C. 

20  John  L.  Ring,  S.  C.  55  Joseph  Moorehead,  Ohio, 

21  Henry  J.  Paul,  N.  C.  56  Daniel  F.  Dulaney,  Va. 

22  Robert  E.  Hooe,  Va.  57  George  L.  Selden,  D.  C. 

23  James  M.  Lockert,Tenn.     58  William  H.  Ball,  D.  C. 

24  William  T.  Muse,  N.  C.        59  Elie  W.  Stull,  D.  C. 

25  William  H.  Brown,  Va.        60  John  F.  Mercer, Conn. 

26  Charles  Stedman,  S.  C.         61  Stephen  W.Wilkinson,Ten. 

27  Wm.  L.  Herndon,  Va.  62  James  E.  Brown,  Va. 

28  John  C.  Graham,  D.  C.         63  Hendrick  Norvell,  Ky. 

29  John  P.  Parker,  N.  H.  64  Charles  C.  Barton,  Pa. 

30  John  F.  Borden,  Ohio,  65  J.  J.  B.  Walbach,  N.  H. 

31  James  Alden,  jr.  Me.  66  Joseph  R.  Brown,  Pa. 

MONEY  AND  CURRENCY. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  GAZETTE. 

Mr.  Editor:  I  was  one  of  the  audience  who  attended  the 
lecture  on  political  economy,  delivered  at  the  Franklin  institute 
on  Thurday  evening  last,  by  Mr.  W.  Reid,  and  was  so  much 

f  leased  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrines  advanced  in  it,  that 
very  much  wish  it  were  published. 

The  subject  of  his  lecture  was,  "the  principles  of  money 
and  currency,"  and  as  incidental  to  that  important  branch  of 
political  science,  he  entered  at  large  into  an  examination  of  the 
question,  so  hastily  disposed  of  by  congress  on  a  recent  occa- 
eion,  of  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver.  He  shewed,  in 
the  hisi  place  the  absurdity  of  a  nation  having  two  legal  ten- 
ders; and  in  the  second  place,  proved,  that  the  proportion  adopt- 
ed in  the  recent  act  of  congress,  must  have  the  effect,  as  soon 
as  the  exchanges  with  Europe  happen  to  be  above  the  real  par 
of  ounce  of  gold  for  ounce  of  gold,  of  driving  all  the  silver  out  of 
the  country.    His  reasoning  was  this — 

By  the  new  bill,  an  eagle  is  to  contain  232  grains  of  pure 
gold,  equal  to  23.2-10  grains  per  dollar. 

A  British  sovereign,  which  is  the  true  pound  sterling,  con- 
tains 113  grains  and  a  very  small  fraction,  viz.  18-11240  of  a 
grain  of  pure  gold,  which  is  equal  to  the  quantity  of  gold  con- 
tained in  $4  87  and  a  fraction  of  6-100  of  a  cent. 

The  true  par  of  exchange  then  on  England  is  $4  87,  and  the 
small  fraction  above  slated,  and  as  soon  as  exchange  shall  rise 
above  that  par,  the  silver  will  begin  to  be  exported,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so,  so  long  as  dollars  shall  be  worth  in  the  Lon- 
don market  4s.  lOd.  per  ounce,  which  is  equal  to  4s.  2i.  and 
1-40  of  a  farthing  for  each  dollar. 

For,  estimating  dollars  at  4s.  2d.  each,  a  debt  of  one  pound 
sterling  can  be  paid  in  England  with  $4  80,  and  a?  the  expenses 
of  exporting  dollars  do  not  exceed  one  per  cent,  for  freight  and 
insurance,  and  as  the  dollars  when  they  arrive  in  London  can 
be  converted  into  currency  in  a  moment,  it  will  be  cheaper  to 
export  dollars  than  purchase  a  bill  at  $4  87  per  pound  sterling, 
payable  as  bills  usually  run,  at  sixty  days  sight. 

The  difference  between  ^4  80  and  4  87,  is  very  near  H  per 
cent.  The  interest  on  a  60  day  bill,  with  the  risk  of  solvency, 
is  equal  to  near  1  per  cent.  more.  So  that  as  the  expenses  of 
export  are  only  one  per  cent,  a  profit  on  the  transaction  would 
be  left  of  near  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  which  is  quite  enough 
to  cause  that  mode  of  remittance  to  have  a  preference,  until 
the  country  gets  as  thoroughly  drained  of  silver  dollars,  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  of  gold  eagles. 

The  price  of  dollars  in  London  on  the  20th  of  May,  the  latest 
dale  I  have  seen,  was  4s.  d^d.  If  it  continues  at  that  price,  the 
profit  would  be  diminished,  but  even  at  4s.  9id.  it  would  be  pro- 
fitable to  export  silver,  inasmuch  as  at  that  price  $4  85  would 
pay  a  debt  in  London  of  one  pound. 

It  is  known  to  all  our  merchants  that  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  our  trade  with  England,  the  tendency  of  exchange  is  to  be 
against  us,  and  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  silver  we  iniport  from 
Mexico  and  South  America,  finds  its  way  to  Europe,  which 
would  not  be  the  case,  unless  it  wore  more  profitable  to  send 
silver  than  to  purchase  bills  of  exchange.  If,  then,  silver  found 
its  way  out  of  the  country,  when  it  had  no  preference  over  gold. 


how  much  more  certainly  will  it  go  when  it  holdi  out  the  re- 
ward of  a  certain  profit,  which  gold  cannot  yield.' 

The  first  eflTect  of  the  new  gold  bill  will  be  to  stop  the  impor- 
tation of  silver  from  Europe.  If  any  more  of  the  precious  mo- 
lals  be  imported,  gold  will  have  the  preference;  and  for  the 
simple  reason  that  a  British  sovereign,  which  contains  as  much 
gold  as  will  be  worth  at  our  mint  $4  87,  can  be  purcliased  with 
the  same  pound  sterling  that  will  command  only  $<l  60  in  silver 
dollars,  if  the  price  of  silver  be  4s.  lOd.  per  oz.  or  $4  b5  if  tho 
price  be  4s.  9irf.  It  will  require  time,  however,  to  set  the  ma- 
chinery in  motion  which  will  be  necessary  to  complete  so  vast 
a  work  as  that  of  substituting  a  gold  for  a  silver  currency;  but 
that  it  will  take  place,  if  the  relative  proportions  between  gold 
and  silver  that  have  existed  in  Europe  for  the  l.isi  ten  years, 
and  upon  which  alone  the  advocates  of  the  bill  in  question 
founded  their  reasons,  should  continue  to  be  maintained,  is  just 
as  certain  as  that  merchants  will  pursue  their  own  interest. 

In  illustrating  the  fashionable  doctrine  of  liaving  two  legal 
tenders,  or  what  people  call  measures  of  value,  he  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  British  king,  who,  in  fixing  measures  of  length, 
took  the  length  of  his  own  royal  arm  as  that  for  the  ell.  Now, 
suppose,  said  the  lecturer,  the  king  had  at  the  same  time  declar- 
ed that  the  length  of  the  queen's  arm  should  also  have  been  the 
standard  ell,  any  body  would  at  once  have  seen  the  absurdity 
of  the  proposition.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  matter  is  more 
absurd  still  than  Mr.  Reid  made  it.  It  is  just  as  absurd  as  it 
would  be  to  say,  that  because  lead  in  the  market  is  worth  to- 
day $3  per  cwt.  and  iron  $3  per  cwt.  one  pound  of  lead  shall 
always  be  the  equivalent  of  one  pound  of  iron. 

A  CITIZEN. 

AFFAIRS  OF  THE  BANK. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig  of  July  4. 

THE   FINANCE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    SENATE,  AND   THE    BANK  Of 
THE    DNITED    STATES. 

We  have  seen  some  erroneous  statements  as  to  the  time 
when,  and  the  place  where,  the  finance  committee  of  the  se- 
nate (consisting,  since  Mr.  Wilkins'  appointment  to  Russia,  of 
Messrs.  Webster,  Tyler,  Mangum  and  Ewing),  would  com- 
mence their  investigations,  as  well  as  many  false  induciiona 
and  slanderous  insinuations,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
mittee. We  are  enabled  to  sueak  with  accuracy  on  these  se- 
veral points. 

The  committee  of  finance  were  charged  with  the  following 
resolutions  at  different  periods  of  the  session: 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  Fcbru>iry  Ath,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  present  condition  of  the  currency  ol  the  United 
States,  and  the  effects  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  on  the 
same. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  May  5ih,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  directed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  banks  selected  by  the 
present  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
moneys,  have  slopped  payment — the  amount  of  public  money 
deposited  in  them  at  the  time  of  their  suspension,  if  any — that 
they  inquire  also  into  the  circumstances  attending  their  selec- 
tion, and  the  security  taken  by  the  secretary,  and  whether  the 
public  moneys  are  safe  in  the  places  where  they  are  now  depo- 
sited— and  that  they  have  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers: 
In  senate  of  the  United  States,  JuneSQth,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance,  have  leave  to  sit 
in  the  recess,  on  the  subjects  with  which  they  were  charged  by 
the  resolutions  of  February  4th,  and  May  5th;  and  that  said 
committee  be  further  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  has  violated  its  charter;  whether  any  moneys 
of  the  United  Stales  remaining  in  said  bank  are  safe;  what  has 
been  Ihe  conduct  of  the  bank  since  1832,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension and  curtailment  of  its  loans  and  discount*,  and  to  itii 
dealings  in  internal  exchanges;  and  what  has  been  its  general 
conduct  and  management  since  that  period. 

The  last  resolution  and  the  one  preceding  it,  are  those  under 
which  the  committee  of  finance  will  be  engaged  in  the  recesa 
of  congress,  and  as  they  comprehend  many  inquiries  of  the 
deepest  public  interest,  the  results  of  its  labors  will  be  expected 
with  curiosity  and  solicitude. 

In  reference  to  the  investigation  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  under  the  resolution  of  30th  June,  a  preliminary  corres- 
pondence between  the  committee  and  Mr.  Biddle  has  been  put 
into  our  hands  for  inspection  by  a  member  of  Ihe  committee, 
unaccompanied  by  leave  to  publish  it,  but  also  by  any  prohibi- 
tion; and  as  it  presents  the  line  of  examination  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  shows  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  resolved 
to  pursue  it,  as  well  as  that  of  the  directory  in  regard  lo  it,  \\a 
have  thought  it  right  from  public  considerations,  as  well  as  in 
justice  lo  the  parlies  lo  the  correspondence,  to  lay  it  befoie  the 
public. 

LETTER  TO    THE    BANK. 

Philadelphia,  July  1th,  1834. 
To  the  president  and  directors  of  the  baiik  of  the  U.  States. 
Gentlemen:  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  on  theSOih  June,  by  which, 
you  will  perceive,  it  is  made  our  duty  to  execute  certain  inqui- 
ries in  relation  to  the  bank  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  These  inqui- 
ries are — 

1.  Whether  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter.' 

2.  Whether  the  moncyj  of  the  United  Stales,  now  remaining 
in  the  bank,  are  safei* 


NiLES'  REGISTER— JULY  26,  1834— U.  8.  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION-     871 


3.  Wliat  lias  been  the  conduct  of  the  bank  since  183-2,  In  re- 
gard to  the  successive  extensions  and  curlailinonts  of  its  loans 
and  di^countH,  and  Us  dealings  in  domestic  ur  internal  bills  of 
exchange? 

4.  And  what  has  been  its  general  conduct  and  management 
since  that  period? 

We  shall  enter  upon  tiiese  inquirins  at  some  period  before 
the  next  meeting  of  congress,  and  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  the 
most  full  and  ample  informalion  upon  all  an«l  each  of  the  points 
enumerated  in  the  insflrnciions  of  the  senate. 

To  this  end,  it  will  be  necer.sary  that  the  bonks  of  the  bank 
should  be  freely  subject  to  our  inspeclitfn;  and  that  we  should 
be  furnished  with  all  such  accounts,  stalemenls,  abstracts  and 
exhibits,  as  we  may  deem  useful  and  proper.  The  time  of 
commencing  the  examination  will  be  hereafter  communicated 
to  you.  But,  in  order  to  facilitate  our  labor,  and  enable  us  to 
go  through  it  with  more  despatch,  when  we  shall  again  meet, 
we  have  now  to  request  that  the  following  statements  or  tables 
be  made  out  and  forwarded,  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee: 

I.  A  quarterly  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and  its 
offices  respectively,  for  the  several  quarters  of  the  years  18.32 
and  1833,  and  the  three  first  quarters  of  1834.  This  statement 
to  contain — 

1.  Amount  of  notes  discounted. 

2.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased  and  discounted. 

3.  Foreign  bills  of  exchange  [turchased  and  discounted. 

4.  Dalance  due  from  other  banks,  including  their  notes. 

5.  Balance  due  to  other  banks. 

6.  Amount  of  specie:  specifying  how  much  in  gold  and  how 
much  in  silver:  how  much  coin  and  how  much  bullion. 

7.  Amount  of  public  deposites. 

8.  Amount  of  private  deposites. 

11.  Statements  of  all  the  dividends  of  the  bank,  with  the 
amount  of  any  existing  surplus  fund  or  contingent  fund. 

Iir.  Statement  of  the  real  estate  and  banking  houses  held  by 
the  bank,  with  an  estimate  of  their  value. 

IV.  The  debts  due  the  bank,  with  an  estimate,  showing 
what  part  is  regarded  as  bad  or  doubtful,  and  what  funds,  if 
any,  are  relied  on  to  meet  any  deficiency  arising  from  such 
causes. 

V.  Copies  of  all  the  by-laws  and  rules  of  proceeding  adopted 
by  the  directors. 

VI.  Statement  of  the  rales  of  exchange  on  domestic  bills,  for 
the  several  quarters  before  mentioned,  between  the  principal 
cities  in  the  United  States,  and  tables  of  the  rates  of  such  ex- 
changes, yearly,  since  1816.  Signed  by  the  committee. 

THE   REPLY. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  July  8, 1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  which  was  this  morning  submitted  to  the  board 
of  directors. 

They  have  instructed  me  to  inform  you  in  reply,  that  they 
will  very  promptly  and  cheerfully  give  every  facility  within 
their  power  to  the  investigation  you  propose.  Having  not  the 
least  motive  nor  wish  to  withhold  the  most  complete  information 
of  all  their  proceedings,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being  desirous  of 
giving  to  them  every  publicity  consistent  with  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  other  parties,  they  will  freely  submit  all  their  books 
to  the  inspection  of  the  committee,  and  furnish  every  assistance 
which  may  be  required.  They  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting, 
that  the  private  accounts  of  individuals  with  this  bank,  as  with 
all  similar  institutions,  are  regarded  as  confidential,  and  feel 
full  confidence  that  the  committee  will,  in  no  case,  make  pub- 
lic the  state  of  such  accounts,  unless  to  do  so  becomes  neces- 
sary by  reason  of  some  imputed  misconduct  or  infraction  of  the 
charter.  They  further  suggest  that,  if  in  the  progress  of  this 
examination,  the  committee  see  reason  to  suppose  that  any  vio- 
lation of  the  charter  of  the  bank  has  been  committed,  the  com- 
mittee will  deem  it  a  matter  of  common  right  and  justice,  that 
the  nature  of  the  alleged  violation  should  be  suggested  to  the 
board  of  directors,  in  order  that  they  may  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee all  the  facts  and  explanations  respecting  such  alleged 
violation. 

The  statements  requested  by  the  committee  will  be  immedi- 
ately prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  chairman;  and  whenever  it 
shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee  to  proceed,  the  board  of 
directors  will  be  ready  and  willing  to  render  every  aid  in  the 
most  unlimited  investigation  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv, 

N.  BIDDLE,  president. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  John  Tyler,  <Src.  committee. 

[The  "Whig"  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  inquiry  will  be  re- 
sumed early  in  the  next  month,  and  commenced  at  Boston,  and 
gives  us  to  understand  that  it  will  be  a  thorough  one — and  also 
that  the  state  deposite  banks  will  be  carefully  looked  into.] 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 
Until  it  may  be  convenient  to  publish  our  gpueral  abstract  of 
the  contents  of  the  document  from  which  the  following  extracts 
are  taken,  the  matter  annexed  will  answer  many  interesting 
purposes  of  reference. 

FROM   THE   TREAStJRT    REPORT. 

Summary  statement  of  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce and  7naniifacture  of  the  United  Slates  during  the  year 
commencing  oh  the  list  day  of  October j  1832,  and  ending  on  the 
2i)th  day  of  September,  1833. 


THE    BEX. 

Fisheries- 
Dried  or  cod  fisheries 
Pickled  fish  or  river  fisheries,  her- 
ring, shad,  salmon,  mackerel 
Whale  and  other  fibli  oil 
Spermaceti  oil 
Wliali.bone 
Spermaceti  candles 

THE    FOREST. 

Skins  and  furs 

Ginseng 

Product  of  wood — 

Staves  singles,  boards,  hewn  lim- 
ber 

Other  lumber 

Masts  and  spars 

Oak  bark  and  other  die 

All  manufactures  of  wood 

Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin  and 
turpentine 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 


Dollars.  Dollars.  Dollars. 
712,317 

277,973 

924,810 

42,589 

185,329 

259,451 

2,402,469 


841,933 
183,194 


1,969,191 

249,036 

32,625 

93,609 

318,641 

483,712 
814,398 


-3,961,219 


AGRICULTDRE. 

Product  of  animals — 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  horned  cattle        958,076 

Butler  and  cheese  258,452 
Pork,  (pickled)   bacon,  lard,  live 

hogs  2,151,558 

Horses  and  mules  167,330 

Sheep  21,464 

Vegetable  food — 

Wheat  29,592 

Flour  5,613,010 

Indian  corn  3.37,505 

Indian  meal  534,309 

Rye  meal  140,017 
Rye,  oats,  and  other  small  grain 

and  pulse  102,568 

Biscuit  or  sliipbread  252,555 

Potatoes  52,052 

Apples  33,262 

Rice  2,744,418 

Indigo  180 


4,986,339 


-3,556,880 


-9,839,468 


Tobacco 
Cotton 

All  other  agricultural  products — 
Flaxseed 
Hops 
Brown  sugar 

MANUFACTURES. 

Soap  and  tallow  candles 

Leather,  boots  and  shoes 

Household  furniture 

Coaches  and  other  carriages 

Hats 

Saddlery 

Wax 

Spirits  from  grain,  beer,  ale  and  porter 

Snufl"and  tobacco 

Lead 

Linseed  oil  and  spirits  o(  turpentine 

Cordage 

Iron,  pig,  bar  and  nails 

castings 

manufactures  of 
Spirits  from  molasses 
Sugar,  refined 
Chocolate 
Gunpowder 
Copper  and  brass 
Medicinal  drugs 


-13,396,348 
5,755,968 
36,191,105 


228,300 

92,963 

7,635 


673,076 

213,510 

200,635 

28,830 

243,271 

33,051 

178,748 

144,069 

288.973 

5,685 

30,293 

23,140 

72,177 

48,009 

113,626 

28,463 

40,327 

2,148 

139,164 

203,880 

126,355 


328,898 


2,837,430 


Cotton,  piece  goods — 
Printed  or  colored  421,721 

White  1,802,116 

Nankeens  2,054 

Twist,  yarn  and  thread  104,335 

All  other  manufactures  of  202,291 

2,532,517 

Flax  and  hemp — 
Cloth  and  thread  5,964 

Bags  and  all  manufactures  of  18.985 

Wearing  apparel  43,943 

Combs  and  buttons  142,970 

Brushes  3,157 

Umbrellas  and  parasols  21,380 

Leather  and  morocco  skins  not  sold  per  pound    38,267 
Printing  pre^-ses  and  type  16,599 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus  9,791 

Musical  instruments  5,400 

Books  and  maps  48,946 
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Paper  and  other  stationary  46,484 

Paints  and  varnish  22,552 

Vinegar  3,347 

Earthen  and  stone  ware  12,159 

Manufactures  of  glass  93,494 

tin  2,928 

pewter  and  lead  2,010 

marble  and  stone  5,087 

gold  and  silver  and  gold  leaf  381 

Gold  and  silver  coin  366,842 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry  10,433 

Molasises  2,279 

Trunks  7,608 

Biick  and  lime  3,866 

Domestic  salt  18,211 

3,485,600 

Articles  not  enumerated — 
Manufactured  600,892 

Other  332,649 

933,541 

70,317,698 
Treasury  department,  register's  office,  Feb.  14, 1834. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 
Total  value  of  the  exports  ol  the  U.  States  in  1833— 

Domestic  produce ^70,317,698 

Foreign 19,822,735 


$90,140,433 

We  have  collected  the  following  comparative  values  of  arti- 
cles exported  for  the  last 


Of  the  sea 

—  the  forest 

—  animals 

—  vegetable  food 

—  tobacco 

—  cotton 

—  other  agricul.  products 

—  manufactures 

—  cotton  manufactures 

—  other  " 

—  gold  and  silver  coin 

—  all  other  articles 


three  years. 

1831. 

1 ,889,472 

4,263,477 

2,828,936 

13,997,472 

4,894,388 

25,289,492 

253,145 

2,969,435 

1,126,313 

595,464 

2,058,474 

1,109,992 


1832. 
2,558,538 
4,347,794 
3,179,522 
8,532,494 
5,999,769 
31,724,682 

159,716 
2,730,833 
1,229,574 

613,149 
1,410,941 

830,448 


1833. 

2,402,469 

4,986,339 

3,556,880 

9,839,468 

5,775,968 

36,191,105 

328,898 

2,837,430 

2,532,517 

586,241 

366,842 

933,541 


Total  domestic 
foreign 


61,277,057      63,137,470      70,317,698 
20,033,526      24,039,473      19,882,735 


81,310,583      87,176,943 
Q;uantities  of  certain  articles. 


90,140,433 


Flour 
Cotton,  S.  I. 

. other 

Tobacco 
Rice 


1832. 
864,919 
8,743,373 
313,471,749 
106,806 
120,327 


1833. 

9.55,768 

11,142,987 

313,555,617 

83,1.53 

144,163 


1833. 
108,118,311 


1831 

bbls.  1,806,529 

lbs.       8,311,762 

"      268,668,122 

hhds.  86,718 

tierces        116,517 

IMPORTATIONS    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES 

1831.  1832. 

Aggregate  values         103,191,124        101,029,266 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  values  given  to  the  importations  always 
exceed  those  allowed  to  the  exportations — but  the  difference  is 
not,  necessarily,  a  balance  against  tiie  United  States,  for  it  may, 
or  should,  represent  profits  earned  in  freights,  or  the  otherwise 
increased  money-value  of  our  articles  exported  and  sold  in 
foreign  countries;  and  the  fact  is,  that,  though  the  three  years 
shew  a  seeming  balance  against  us  of  more  than  50  millions, 
we  prospered  much  because  of  the  operations  of  the  "Ameri- 
can System,"  as  applied  to  agriculture,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, including  navigation.  But,  in  other  circumstances,  such 
balances  may  indicate  that  the  current  of  trade  is  against  us. 
These  tables,  though  the  most  useful  of  all  the  public  docu- 
ments that  are  annually  issued,  however,  are  chiefly  valuable 
on  account  of  the  comparisons  that  they  afford.  They  do  not, 
for  they  cannot,  settle  the  '■'■balance  oftrade'^ — but  shew  the  course 

0f  trade.  »r    •     ,• 

Navigation. 

1831. 

American  tonnage  entered   922,9.52 

K  "       departed  972,504 

Foreign  tonnage  entered      281,948 

*t  "       departed     271,994 

American  tonnage 
18.30. 
Registered  576,475 

Enrolled  and  licensed         615,301 


18.32. 

18.33. 

949,623 

974,865 
393,038 
337,505 

1,111,441 

1,142,160 

496,705 

497,039 

1831. 

18.32. 

630,451 
647,394 

686.989 
752,460 

Total  1,191,776  1,257,846      _     1,4.39,4,50 

Jl  comparative  view  of  the  registered,  enrolled  and  licensed  ton- 
nage of  the  United  Stales  from  1815  to  1832,  inclusive. 
„     .  .      J  ,  f^nrolled  &■  liccm 

Years.     Registered  tonnage.        ^^i^nnagc. 

Terns  and  95th3.  Tons  and  95tli3. 

1815  854,294  74  513,833  04 

1816  800,759  63  571,458  85 

1817  809,724  70  .590,186  66 

1818  606,088  64  609,095  51 


Total  tonnage. 

Tons  and  95tlis. 
1,. 368, 127  78 
1,372,218  53 
1,399,911  41 
1,225,181  20 


1819  612,930  44               647,821  17  1,260,751  61 

1820  619,047  53               661,118  66  1,280,166  24 

1821  619,096  40               679,062  30  1,298,958  70 

1822  628,150  41                696,548  71  1,324,699  17 

1823  639,920  76               696.644  87  1,336,565  68 

1824  669,972  60               7l9,'l90  37  1,389,163  02 
1S25              700,787  08               722,323  69  1,423,111  77 

1826  737,978  15               796,212  68  1.534,190  83 

1827  747,170  44               873,437  34  1^620,607  78 

1828  812,619  37               928,772  50  1,741.391  87 

1829  650,142  88               610,654  88  1,260,977  81 

1830  576,475  33               615,301  10  1,191,776  43 

1831  620,451  92               647,394  32  1,267,846  29 

1832  686,989  77      _         752,460  39  1,439,450  21 
Treasury  department,  register's  office,  llth  Jan.  1834. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 
Qi:^The  apparent  reduction  of  the  amount  of  our  tonnage,  in 
some  of  the  years  given,  is  chiefly  caused  by  corrections  of  the 
returns,  on  account  of  vessels  lost,  decayed  or  sold,  &c.  in  the 
intervals  between  such  corrections.  As,  for  an  example,  the 
seemingamountof  our  tonnage  rose  from  1818,  the  period  of  one 
correction,  to  1828,  when  the  aggregate  was  given  at  1,741,391 
tons;  but  in  1829,  at  only  1,260,977  tons.  The  difference  had 
been  ascertained,  in  1829,  as   being  lost,  &c.  in  the  preceding 

eleven  years, during  which  ihenew  vessels  built  had  been  added. 

QUANTITIES  OR  VALUES  OF  CERTAIN  GOODS  IMPORTED. 

Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth 
Furs  of  all  kinds 
Hides  and  skins  raw 
Plaister  of  Paris 
Copper  in  pigs  and  bars 
sheathing,  &.c. 
Bullion— gold 

silver 
Specie — gold 
silver 
Manufactures  of  wool.  . 
Not  exceeding  33|  the  sq.  yd 
Exceeding       50         "    '• 
100         "    " 
250         "    " 
400  "     " 

400  and  upwards 
Blankets 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c. 
Bombazines 
Worsted  stuff  goods 
Carpets  and  carpeting 
All  other  manufactures 

Cotton,  Sfc. 

Printed  or  colored                 10,046,500        6,3.55,475  5,181,647 

White                                        4,285,175        2,258,672  1,181,512 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.                  887,9.57        1,035,513  623,369 

All  other                                       870,592           749,993  673.921 

Silk  from  India,  all  kinds      1,857,005        2,696.332  1,609,420 

Other  places,  all  kinds           9,047,388        6,398,234  7,564,779 

Lace,  thread,  silk,  &c.           1,374,533           816,413  1,226,059 

Linens,  checks,  &c.               3,790,111        4.073,164  3,132,557 

Ticklenburgs,  sheetings,  &c.    988,153           796,461  1,017,031 

Hats,  caps  and  bonnets             326,049           193,591  189,746 
Manufactures  of  iron   not 

specified 
Glass  not  subject  to  specific 

duties                                      235,909           367,031  333,882 

China  or  porcelain                     108,169           166,478  148,851 

Earthen  and  stone  ware        1,516,435        1,857,542  1,669,336 

Brass  wares                                 630,687           789,548  370,764 
Leather,  including  saddles, 

bridles,  &c.                              811,251           649,418  828,297 

Tin,  in  plates                              588,417           525,417  86,855 

Sail  duck                     ij.  i/is.  1,674.240        2,703,628  1,267,040 

Cotton  bagging                "          207,906           803,849  1,421,185 

Wines                             gals.  3,680,062        5,845,556  3.971,240 

Foreign  spirits                  •'      2,491,523        2,810,140  2,9.54.288 

Molasses                           "    17,085,878      15,860,553  15,693,0.50 

Beer,  ale  and  porter        "           61,759             71,343  88,244 

Olive  oil  in  casks            "         234,647             91.827  182,7.37 

Teas:                                lbs.      5,182.867        9,906,606  14.639,822 

Coffee                               "     81,757,386      91,722,.329  99,9.55,020 

Cocoa                                  "       2,839,445         1,632,.366  3,289,064 

Sunar,  brown                   "    98,576,928      60,117,717  85,689.044 

white                     "     10,4.37.726        6,334.571  11,999,088 

Indigo                               "         803,2.52        1,114,827  •'1,140,454 

Cotton                               "         345,4.59           442,688  471,748 

Gunpowder                      "           72.239             33,032  9,470 

While  and  red  lead        "          111,178           557,781  625,069 

Sugar  of  lead                    "          147.223            3.53,563  193,039 

Lead,  bar,  sheet  &  pigs  "       2.108.165        5. .3.33. .588  2,282.063 

Cordage  and  cables         "          790,232        2,5.38.4.30  3,161.247 

Twine,  &o.                        "          379,716           452,8.50  655.029 

Muskets  and  rifles          no.           1,097               4.422  11,201 

Iron  and  steel  wire          lbs.      608,779           662,995  519,575 

Nail--  and  spikes               "        890,747           897,167  794,491 


1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

$276,617 

466,387 

411,785 

417,038 

335,577 

233,329 

3,057,543 

4,680,128 

3,588,819 

119,444 

104,745 

205,698 

530,682 

752,937 

575,103 

560,609 

624,340 

824,405 

166,191 

102,021 

48,267 

686,283 

736,711 

297,840 

765,838 

614,665 

563,585 

5,687,633 

4,454,107 

6,160,676 

.  695,666 

503,193 

139,829 

1.317,645 

944,631  -\ 

2,405,770 

2,262,193  1 
1,804.701  j. 

2,303,511 

6,128,194 

85,998 

78,006  1 

8,518 

12,310  J 

1,180,478 

602,796 

1,165,260 

325,856 

260,563 

463,348 

461,898 

327,623 

3,392,037 

2,615,124 

4,281,309 

421,099 

557,775 

319,592 

490,651 

351,132 

510,539 

3,735,010        3,894,298        2,831,715 


*There  was  in  this  year,  in  addition,  $527,6.'<2  worth  of  indigo 
in  amount  imported. 
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Cables  &  chains,  or  parts  J6s.  1,004,540        2,454,360       4,216,261 
Castings  "     1,174,510        2,999,039        6,080,186 

Sheet  and  hoop  "     5,672,779        6,391,578        V05;246 

Pig  iron  cwt.      138,967  203,025  186,601 

Bar  and  bolt  rolled  "       344,918  427,745  560,566 

hammered  lbs.  52,232,192      85,456,164    cw;^722,486 
Steel  cwt.        34,203  54,929  42,629 

Hemp  "  51,909  150,739  94,026 

Wool  lbs.    5,622,960        4,042,838  *  95 ,205 

Salt  hush.    4,182,340        5,041,326        6,822,672 

Coal  "        1,022,245        2,043,389        2,588,102 

Paper  of  all  sorts  lbs.     1,370,033  805,922  319,104 

Glass  ware  not  specified  '<         18,344  24,221  52,245 

Plain  and  other  glass        "  .  •  788,748 

Glassware-other  "        749,485        1,060,291         $210,227 

Glass,  phials,  bottles,  de- 
mijohns gross       76,452  85.739  81,977 
Window  glass       imsq.fcct        4,605               4,904  8,539 
Shoes,  boots,  &c.           fairs      19,091             30,125             44,877 
Note—Fwm  the4lh  of  March,  1833,  the  coffee,  teas  and  cocoa 
imported  were  free  of  duty— and  the  duty  on  sail  duck  and  in- 
digo, after  the  same  time,  were  chargeable  on  the  value  instead 
of  quantity. 
The  importations  for  the  year,  of  these  articles,  stood  thus: 

Teas  paying  specific  dutv lbs.  2,051,182 

free  of  duty 12,588,640 

Total 14,639,822 

Cofiee  paying  specific  duty 33,325,120 

freeofduty 66,628,900 

Total lbs.  99,955,020 

Cocoa  paying  a  specific  duty 955,260 

free  of  duty 2,333,804 

Total lbs.   3,289,064 

There  were  1,267,040  sq.  yds.  of  sail  duck  imported  subject  to 
duty  on  the  square  yard,  and  ^527,632  in  amount,  chargeable 
with  duty  on  the  value. 

QUANTITIES    OR   VALUES    OF    FOREIGN    GOODS    EXPORTED. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Rags  ofany  kind  of  cloth  $       624  360  672 

Furs  of  all  kinds  24,7.57  36,917  27,306 

Hides  and  skins,  raw  20,723  712,.306  572,413 

Plaister  of  Paris  14  117  180 

Copper  in  pigs  and  bars  123,745  15,785  38,699 

sheathing,  &c.  50,990  35,267  50,089 

Bullion— gold  21.690  7,615  26,773 

silver  203,572  255,517 

Specie— gold  899,365  630,850  495,890 

silver  5,831,830  3,351,417  1,722,196 
Manufactures  oficool. 

Not  exceeding  331  the  sq.  yd.  19,297  2991 

Exceeding       50         "    "  15,451  22,138 

100          "     "  32,886  31,615'  ooo  fiRK 

250          "     "  77,151  89,501  [  -^-yjooo 

400          "    "  47,767  67,778 

400  and  upwards  2,794  4,998j 

Blankets  28,039  39,763  49,723 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  371  454  3,070 

Bombazines  4,450  5,229  (none.) 

Worsted  stuff"  goods  49,997  ,53,738  88,463 

Carpets  and  carpeting  6,519  1,310  1,734 

All  other  manufactures  12,422  49,095  149,155 

Cotton,  i^c. 

Printed  or  colored  1,746,442  1,094,412  1,352,286 

White  973,774  782,356  710,193 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  57,015  62,775  45.937 

All  other  451,6-27  382,544  396,102 

Silk  from  India,  all  kinds  418,689  649,054  651,697 

Other  places,  all  kinds  622,931  620,387  609,436 

Lace,  thread,  silk,  &c.  33,766  50,505  47,506 

Linens,  check,  &c.  898,402  633,038  1,196,607 

Ticklenburgs,  sheetings,  &c.  355,892  530,151  467.615 

Hats,  caps  and  bonnets  9,418  13,129  73,665 

Manufacturesofiron  not  spe.  157,692  115,596  125,242 

Glass  not  subj.  to  spe.  duties  27,797  29,468  27,113 

China  or  porcelain  13,175  9,515  6,043 

Earthen  and  stoneware  36,828  55,644  62,543 

Brass  wares  5,556  2,522  1,588 
Leather,  including  saddles, 

bridles,  &c.  2,965  8,009  5,975 

Tin  in  plates  32,814  14,476  14,359 

Sail  duck  sg.t/ds.  219,616  465,560       [^H^^fi 

Cotton  bagging  "  9,472  9,922  65',833 

Wines  gal.  .321,138  423,925  456,248 

Foreign  spirits  "  639,300  662,377  728,606 

Molasses  "  17,695  29,656  18,7:]0 

Beer,  ale  and  porter  "  9,605  7,729  13.076 

Olive  oil  in  casks  "  19,215  22,836  6,359 

Teas  lbs.  526,186  1,279,462  1,712,779 

Coffee  "  6,056,629  55,251,1.58  24,897,114 

Cocoa  "  1,783,003  1,418,352  2,970,281 

♦Exceeding  8  cents  per  lb. 


Sugar,  brown                 i6s.  17,297,837  14,230,070  2,001,424 

white                      "     5,274,579  3,258,875  4,475,869 

Indigo                                  "        238,218  303,108  186,736 

Cotton                                "        335,012  452,977  438,617 

Gunpowder                        "          11,224  13,675  24,.592 

White  and  red  lead          "        164,638  72,113  55,555 

Sugar  of  lead                      "         (none)  1.50  2,417 

Lead,  bar,  sheets  &  pigs  "     1,950,066  3,089,720  2,221,000 

Cordage  and  cables           "     1,062,240  1,330,434  2,l.'i9.922 

Twine,  &c.                        "          42,892  36,782  .57,967 

Muskets  and  rifles            no.        8,734  4,770  9,534 

lion  and  steel  wire          lbs,              .50  (none)  1,697 

Nails  and  spikes               "          39,927  36,918  16,949 

Cables  &  chains  or  parts  "          15,739  (none)  (none) 

Castings                             "          20,.54l  24,.590  2,120 

Sheet  and  hoop                 "        161,278  235,477  265.085 

Pig  iron                              ctvt.        1,633  4,140  740 

Bar  and  bolt,  rolled            "        14,854  9,796  14,841 

hammered  lbs.    780.440  681,804 
Steel                                   cwt.        3,088  2,416  2,777 
Hemp                                 "        (none)  (none)  288 
Wool                                   lbs.        3,607  1,227,959  (none) 
Salt                                   bushels  55,689  29,350  44,570 
Coal                                      "          4,-329  (none)  8,784 
Paper  of  all  sorts                lbs    812,808  953,143  357,946 
Glass  ware  not  specified    "        3,960  165  (none) 
Other                                    "      70,367  44,037  (none) 
Glass,  phials,  bottles,  demi- 
johns                              gross    18,448  19,631  23,142 
Window  glass        100  sq.  feet  (none)  190  64 
Shoes,  boots,  &c.            pairs          841  898  5,179 
By  deducting  the  exports  of  foreign  goods,  for  the  three  suc- 
cessive years,  from  the  amounts  imported,  the  regular,  as  well 
as  the  comparative  consumption,  will  be  ascertained  with  suf- 
ficient accuracy. 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 

and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Be  it  enacted,  &,c.  That  all  that  part  of  the  United  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  within  the  states  of  Missouri 
and  Louisiana,  or  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  and,  also,  that  part 
of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  not  within 
any  state  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  In- 
dian country. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  he 
permitted  to  trade  with  any  of  the  Indians,  (in  the  Indian  coun- 
try), without  a  license  therefor  from  a  superintendent  of  In- 
dian aff^iirs,  or  Indian  agent,  or  sub  agent,  which  license  shall 
be  issued  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  for  the  tribes  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  exceeding  three  years  for  the  tribes 
west  of  that  river.  And  the  person  applying  for  such  license 
shall  give  bond  in  a  penal  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  per.-on 
issuing  the  same,  conditioned  that  such  person  will  niithfully 
observe  all  the  laws  and  regulations  made  for  the  government 
of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in  no  re- 
spect violate  the  same.  And  the  superintendent  of  the  district 
shall  have  power  to  revoke  and  cancel  the  same,  whenever 
the  person  licensed,  shall,  in  his  opinion,  have  transgressed  any 
of  liie  laws  or  regulations  provided  for  the  government  of  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  or  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  permit  him  to  remain  in  the  Indian  country.  And  no 
trade  with  the  said  tribes  shall  be  carried  on  without  their 
boundary,  except  at  certain  suitable  and  convenient  places  to 
be  designated  from  time  to  time  by  the  superintendents,  agents 
and  sub-agents,  and  to  be  inserted  in  the  license.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  persons  granting  or  revoking  such  licenses, 
forthwith  to  report  the  same  to  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs,  for  his  approval  or  disapproval. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  snperintcndenf, 
or  agent,  may  refuse  an  application  for  a  license  to  trade,  if  |)e 
is  satisfied  that  the  applicant  is  a  person  of  had  character,  or 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  permit  him  to  reside  in  tiie  Indian 
country,  or  if  a  license,  previously  granted  to  such  applicant, 
has  been  revoked,  or  a  forfeiture  of  his  bond  decreed.  But  an 
appeal  may  be  had  from  the  agent  or  the  superintendent,  to  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs;  and  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorised,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  public 
interest  may  require  the  same,  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
goods,  or  of  any  particular  article,  into  the  country  belongiiia 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  and  to  direct  all  licenses  to  trade  with  s'uch 
tribe  to  be  revoked,  and  all  applications  therefor  to  be  rejected; 
and  no  trader  to  any  other  tribe  shall,  so  long  as  such  prohibi- 
tion may  continue,  trade  with  any  Indians  of,  or  for  the  tribe 
against  which  such  prohibition  is  issued. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person,  other 
than  an  Indian,  who  shall  attempt  to  reside  in  the  Indian 
country  as  a  trader,  or  to  introduce  goods,  or  to  trade  therein 
without  such  license,  shall  forfeit  all  merchandise,  ofl'ered  for 
sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession,  and  shall  more- 
over forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  license  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  siiall  be  granted  to  any  person  except  citizens 
of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  president  shall  be 
authorised  to  allow  the  employment  of  foreign  boatmen  and  in- 
terpreters, under  euch  regulatione  as  he  may  prescribe. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a  foreignrr  shall 
go  into  the  Indian  country  without  a  passport  from  the  war  de 
partment,  the  superintendent,  ai^ent  or  sub-agent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, or  from  tlie  officer  of  the  United  States  conimandiiij,'  the 
nearest  military  post  on  the  frontiers,  or  shall  remain  inten- 
tionally therein  after  the  expiration  of  such  passport,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars:  and  such  pass- 
port shall  express  the  object  of  such  person,  the  time  he  is  al 
Jovved  to  remain,  and  the  route  he  is  to  travel. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  other 
than  an  Indian  shall,  within  the  Indian  country,  purchase  or 
receive  of  any  Indian,  in  the  way  of  barter,  trade  or  pledge,  a 
gun,  trap,  or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting,  any  in- 
Ptrument  of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensils  of  the  kind  com- 
monly obtained  by  the  Indians  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
white  people,  or  any  other  article  of  clothing,  except  skins  or 
furs,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  belt  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  other 
than  an  Indian,  shall,  within  the  limits  of  any  tribe  wilh  whom 
the  United  Slates  shall  have  existing  treaties,  hunt,  or  trap,  or 
take  and  destroy,  any  peltries  or  game,  except  for  subsistence 
in  the  Indian  country,  such  person  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  forfeit  all  the  traps,  guns  and  ammunition, 
in  his  possession,  used  or  procured  to  bo  used  for  that  purpose, 
and  peltries  so  taken. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
drive  or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  or  horses,  mules  or  cattle, 
to  range  or  feed  on  any  land  belonging  to  any  Indian  or  Indian 
tribe,  without  the  consent  of  such  tribe,  such  person  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each  animal  of  such  stock. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  if  further  enacted.  That  llie  snperititfndent 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  Indian  agents  and  suhatrents,  shall  have 
authority  to  remove  from  the  Indian  country  all  persons  found 
therein  contrary  to  law;  and  the  president  of  the  United  States 
ii  authorised  to  direct  the  military  force  to  be  employed  in  such 
removal. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
make  a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  secured  or  granted 
by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall 
survey  or  shall  attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  any 
of  the  boundaries  by  marking  trees,  or  otherwise,  such  of- 
fender shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
And  it  shall,  nmreover,  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such  military  force, 
as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  remove  from  the  lands  aforesaid 
any  such  person  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  purchase,  grant, 
lease,  or  other  conveyance  of  lands,  or  of  any  title  or  claim 
thereto,  from  any  Indian  nation  or  tribe  of  Indians,  shall  be  of 
any  validity  in  law  or  equity,  unless  the  same  be  made  by  treaty 
or  convention  entered  into  pursuant  to  the  constituiton.  And 
if  any  person,  not  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  attempt  to  negotiate  such  treaty  or  convention, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  treat  with  any  such  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  for  the  title  or  purchase  of  any  lands  by  them  held  or 
♦•laimed,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  thousand  dollars: 
Provided,  nevertheless.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  agents  or 
agents  of  any  state  who  may  be  present  at  any  treaty  held  with 
Indians  under  the  authority  of  the  U.  States,  in  the  presence, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  commissioner  or  commissioners 
of  the  United  States  appointed  to  hold  the  same,  to  propose  to, 
and  adjust  with,  the  Imlians,  the  compensation  to  be  made  for 
their  claim  to  lands  within  such  state,  which  shall  be  extin- 
guish(;d  by  a  treaty. 

Sec.  1.3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citizen  or 
other  person  residing  within  the  United  Slates  or  the  territory 
thereof,  shall  send  any  talk,  speech  or  message,  or  letter  to  any 
Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  individual,  wilh  an  intent  to  pro- 
duce a  contravention  or  infraction  of  any  treaty  or  other  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
United  Slates,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  suai  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citizen  or 
other  person,  shall  carry  or  deliver  any  such  talk,  message, 
speech  or  letter,  to  or  from  any  Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  in- 
dividual, from  or  to  any  person'  or  person  whatsoever,  residing 
within  the  United  Slates,  or  from  or  to  any  subject,  citizen  or 
agent  of  any  foreign  power  or  state,  knowing  the  contents  there- 
of, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  cirizrn  or 
other  person,  residing  or  living  among  the  Indians,  or  elsewhere 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  shall  carry  on  a  cor- 
respondence, by  letter  or  otherwise,  wilii  any  foreisn  nation  or 
power,  with  an  intent  to  induce  such  foreign  nation  or  power 
to  excite  any  hulian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  individual,  to  war 
against  the  United  Stales,  or  to  the  violation  of  any  existing 
treaty;  or  in  case  any  citizen  or  other  person  shall  alienate,  or 
attempt  to  iilionate,  the  confidence  of  any  Indian  or  Indians 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  tlsotisand  dollnrs. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  Where,  in  the  com- 
mission, by  a  white  person,  of  any  crime,  offence  or  misde- 
meanor, within  the  Indian  country,  the  property  of  any  friendly 
Indian  is  taken,  injured  or  dei-troyed,  and  a  conviction  is  had 
for  such  crime,  offtMice  or  misdemeanor,  the  person  soconvirt- 
pd  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  to  such  friendly  Indian  to  whom 
the  propfTty  may  belons,  or  who,=e  person  may  be  injur<?d,  a 
Bum  equal  to  twice  the  just  value  of  the  property  so  taken,  in- 


jured or  destroyed.  And  if  such  offender  shall  be  nnable  to  pay  i 
a  sum  at  least  equal  to  the  just  value  or  amount,  whatever 
such  payment  shall  fall  short  of  the  same, shall  be  paid  outofthe 
treasury  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  no  such  Indian  : 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  payment,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  any  such  property,  if  he,  or  any  of  the  nation  to 
which  he  belongs,  shall  have  sought  private  revenge,  or  attempt- 
ed to  obtain  satist'action  by  any  force  or  violence:  And  -provided, 
also.  That  if  such  offender  cannot  be  apprehended  and  brought 
10  trial,  the  amount  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  outofthe 
treasury,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  Indian  or  In- 
dians, belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amity  with  the  United  States 
shall  within  the  Indian  country,  take  or  destroy  the  property, 
of  any  person  lawfully  within  such  country,  or  shall  pass  from 
the  Indian  country  into  any  state  or  territory  inhabited  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  there  take,  steal  or  destroy,  any 
horse,  horses  or  other  property,  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  in- 
habitant of  the  United  Stales,  such  citizen  or  inhabitant,  his  re- 
presentative, attorney  or  agent,  may  make  application  to  the 
proper  superintendent,  agent  or  sub  agent,  who,  upon  being 
furnished  with  the  necessary  documents  and  proofs,  shall,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president,  make  application  to  the  na- 
tion or  tribe  to  which  said  Indian  or  Indians  shall  belong,  for 
satisfaction;  and  if  such  nation  or  tribe  shall  neglect  or  refnsH 
to  make  satisfaction,  in  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  twelve 
montiis.it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent,  agent  or 
snb  agent,  to  make  return  of  his  doings  to  the  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs,  that  such  further  steps  may  be  taken  as  shall  be 
proper  in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  to  obtain  satisfaction  for 
the  injury;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  in  respect  to  the  property  so 
taken,  stolen  or  destroyed,  the  United  States  guaranty  In  the 
parly  so  injured,  an  eventual  indemnification:  Provided,  That, 
if  such  injured  party,  his  representative,  attorney  or  agent, 
shall,  in  any  way,  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  by 
seeking  or  attempting  to  obtain  private  satisfaction  or  revenge, 
he  shnll  forfeit  all  claims  upon  the  United  States  for  such  in- 
demnification: And  -provided,  also,  Tliai,  unless  such  claim 
shall  be  presented  within  three  years  after  the  commission  of 
the  injury,  the  same  shall  be  barred.  And  if  the  nation  or  tribe 
to  which  such  Indian  may  belong,  receive  an  annuity  from  the  j 
United  States,  such  claim  shall,  at  the  next  payment  of  the  an- 
nuity, be  deducted  therefrom,  and  paid  to  the  party  injured; 
and,  if  no  annuity  is  payable  to  such  nation  or  tribe,  then  the 
amount  of  the  claim  shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
the  legal  apprehension  and  punishment  of  any  Indians  having 
so  offended. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  superintendent!-, 
agents  and  sub  agents,  within  their  respective  districts,  be  and 
are  hereby  authourised  and  empowered  to  take  depositions  of 
witnesses  touching  any  depradalions  within  the  purview  of  the 
two  preceding  sections  of  this  act,  and  to  administer  an  oath  to 
the  deponents. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendents,  agents  and  sub  agents,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  the  arrest  and  trial  of  all  Indians  accused  of  commit- 
ing  any  crime,  oflence  or  misdemeanor,  and  all  other  persons 
who  may  have  committed  crimes  or  offences  within  any  state 
or  territory,  and  have  fled  into  the  Indian  country,  either  by  de- 
manding the  same  of  the  chiefs  of  the  proper  tribe,  or  by  such 
other  means  as  the  president  may  authorise;  and  the  president 
may  direct  the  military  force  of  tiie  United  State."  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  apprehension  of  such  Indians,  and  also  in  preventing 
and  terminating  hostilities  between  any  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sec.  20.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  .T:ny  person  shall 
sell,  exchange  or  eive,  barter  or  dispose  of,  any  spirituous  liquor 
or  wine  to  an  Indian,  (in  the  Indian  country),  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars:  and  if  any  per- 
son shall  introduce,  or  attempt  to  introduce,  any  spirituous  liquor 
or  wine  into  the  Indian  country,  oxccptsuch  supplies  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  troops  of  the 
service,  under  the  direction  of  the  war  department,  such  per- 
son shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  himdred 
dollars;  and  if  any  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  Indian 
agent,  sub-agent  or  commanding  ofiicer  of  a  military  post,  has 
reason  to  suspect,  or  is  informed,  that  any  while  person  or  Ir>- 
dian  is  about  to  introduce,  or  has  introduced  any  spirituous  li- 
quor or  wine  into  the  Indian  country,  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  superintend- 
ent, Indian  agent  or  sub-agent,  or  military  officer,  agreeably  to 
such  reeulations  as  may  be  established  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  cause  the  boats,  stores,  packnaes  and  places 
of  deposite  of  such  person  to  be  searched,  and  if  any  such  spi- 
rituous liquor  or  wine  is  found,  the  goods,  boats,  packages  and 
peltries  of  such  persons  shall  be  seized  and  delivered  to  the  pro- 
per officer,  and  shall  be  proceeded  against  by  libel  in  the  proper 
court,  and  forfeited,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  if  stich  person  is 
a  trader,  his  license  shall  be  revoked,  and  his  bond  put  in  suit. 
And  it?hall  moreover  be  lawful  for  any  person  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  Indian,  to  take  and  destroy  any 
ardent  spirits  or  wine  found  in  the  Indian  country,  except  mili- 
tarv  supplies,  as  mentioned  in  this  section. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person  what- 
ever shall,  within  tlie  limits  of  the  Indian  country,  set  up  or 
continue  any  distillery  for  manufartnrinc  ardent  spirits,  he  pball 
forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  of  one  thousajid  dollars;  and  it  shall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  supnrintendeiit  of  Indian  nffaira,  Indian  agent  or 
sub-agent,  witliin  the  liinits  of  whose  agency  the  same  shall  be 
set  up  or  continued,  forthwith  to  destroy  and  break  up  the  sanfie; 
nnd  it  shaii  be  lawful  to  employ  the  military  force  of  the  United 
Slates  in  executing  that  duty. 

Sec.  22.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  trials  about 
the  right  of  property  in  which  an  Indian  may  be  a  party  on  one 
Fide,  and  a  wliite  person  on  the  other,  the  burden  of  proof  shall 
rest  upon  the  white  person,  whenever  the  Indian  shall  make 
out  a  presumption  of  title  in  himself  from  tlie  fact  of  previous 
possession  or  ownership. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  to  be  employed  in  such 
manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  president  may  direct, 
in  the  apprehension  of  every  person  who  shall  or  may  be  found 
in  the  Indian  country,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  him  immediately  to  convey  (rom  said  Indian  coun- 
try, in  the  neatest  convenient  and  safe  route,  to  the  civil  au- 
thority of  the  territory  or  judicial  dit^ttict  in  which  said  person 
shall  be  found,  to  be  proceeded  against  in  due  course  of  law: 
and  also,  in  the  examination  ami  s(MZUie  of  slures,  packages 
nnd  boats,  athoriseil  by  liie  twentieth  section  of  this  act,  and  in 
prevonling  the  introduction  of  persons  and  property  into  the  In- 
dian country  contrary  to  law;  which  persons  and  property  shall 
he  proceeded  against  according  to  law:  Provided,  That  no  per- 
son apprehended  by  military  force  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  detain- 
ed longer  tlian  five  days  alter  the  arrest  and  before  removal. 
And  all  oflicers  and  soldiers  who  may  liave  any  such  person  or 
persons  in  custody,  shall  treat  them  with  all  the  humanity 
which  the  circumstances  will  possibly  permit;  and  every  officer 
or  soldier  who  shall  be  guilty  of  mal-treating  any  such  person 
while  in  custody,  shall  suffer  such  punisliment  as  a  court  mar- 
tial shall  direct. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  all  that  part  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  that  is  bounded  north  by  the 
north  line  of  lands  assigned  to  the  Osage  tribe  of  Indians,  pro- 
duced east  to  the  state  of  Missouri:  west  by  the  Mexican  pos- 
sessions, south  by  Red  river;  and  east,  by  the  west  line  of  the 
territory  o(  Arkansas,  and  the  state  of  Missouri,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  annexed  to  the  territory  of  Arkansas;  and  that,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  residue  of  the  Indian  country  west  of 
said  Mississippi  river  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  annexed  to  the 
judicial  district  of  Missouri;  and,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the 
several  portions  of  Indian  country  east  of  the  said  Mississippi 
river,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  severally  annexed  to  the  territory 
in  which  they  are  situate. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  provides  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
committed  within  any  place  within  the  sole  and  exclusive  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Indian 
country:  Provided,  The  same  shall  not  extend  to  crimes  com- 
mitted by  one  Indian  against  the  person  or  property  of  another 
Indian. 

Sec.  26.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person  who 
shall  be  charged  with  tiie  riolation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or 
regulations  of  this  act,  shall  be  found  within  any  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  the  territories,  such  offenders  may  be  there 
apprehended,  and  transported  to  the  territory  or  judicial  district 
liaving  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  penalties  which 
shall  accrue  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in 
an  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  before  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  (in  any  state  or  territory 
in  which  the  defendant  shall  be  arrested  or  found),  the  one-half 
to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  United 
States,  except  when  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  whole  shall  be 
to  their  use. 

Sec.  28.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  when  goods  or  other 
property  shall  be  seized  for  any  violation  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  person  prosecuting  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
to  proceed  against  such  goods  or  other  property,  in  the  manner 
directed  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of  gnnds,  wares  of  merchan- 
dise, brought  into  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  revenue 
laws. 

Sec.  29.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed, 
namely:  An  act  to  make  provision  relative  to  rations  for  In- 
dians, and  to  their  visits  to  the  seat  of  government,  approved 
May  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred;  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,  approved  March  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  two; 
nn  act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  thirtieth  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  tlie 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  approved 
April  twenty  nine,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen;  an  act  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian 
boundaries,  approved  March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and  se- 
venteen; the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  directing  the 
manner  of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  continuing  the  act 
establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  approved 
April  sixteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  an  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  Indian  agents  and  factors,  approved  April 
twenty,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts,  approved  February  twentj-four,  eighteen 
bundred  and  nineteen;  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  making  ap 


propriations  to  carry  into  effect  treaties  concluded  with  several 
Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned,  approved  March  three,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen;  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  continue 
in  lorce  for  a  further  lime  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  establish- 
ing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen; 
an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  tho 
frontiers,  approved  thirtieth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
two,*  approved  May  six,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- two;  an 
act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  Osage  In- 
dians west  of  the  state  of  Missouri  and  territory  of  Arkansas, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May  eighteen,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty  (bur;  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  an 
act  to  enable  the  president  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May  twenty- five, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  four;  the  second  section  of  the  act 
to  aid  certain  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation  in  their  removal  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  approved  May  twenty,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty  six;  and  an  act  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  a  sub  agent  to  the  Winnebago  Indians  on  Rock  river,  ap- 
proved February  twenty  five,  eighteen  hiinrired  and  thirty  one: 
Provided,  houcoer,  That  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  rights 
acquired,  or  punishments,  penalties,  or  forleitures  incurred, 
under  either  of  the  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  nor  impair  or  affect  the 
intercourse  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  or  concerns  Indian  tribes  residing  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi: And  provided,  also.  That  such  repeal  shall  not  be  constru- 
ed to  revive  any  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repealed  by  either  of  the 
acts  or  sections  herein  described. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  until  a  western  terri- 
tory shall  be  establislied,  the  two  agents  for  the  western  territo- 
ry, as  provided  in  the  act  for  the  organization  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, this  day  approved  by  the  president,  shall  execute  the 
duties  of  agents  for  sucli  tribes  as  may  be  directed  by  the  presi- 
dentof  the  United  States.  And  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
president  to  assign  to  one  of  the  said  agents,  in  addition  to  hia 
proper  duties,  tJie  duties  of  superintendent  for  such  district  of 
country,  or  for  such  tribes,  as  the  president  may  think  fit.  And 
the  powers  of  the  superintendent  at  St.  Louis,  over  such  dis- 
trict or  tribes  as  may  be  assigned  to  snich  acting  superintendent 
shall  cease:  Provided,  That  no  additional  compensation  shall  be 
allowed  for  such  services. 
Approved,  June  30, 18.34. 


An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  In- 
dian affairs. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  Tliat  the  duties  of  the  governors  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  Florida  and  Arkansas,  as  superintendents  of  Indian 
affairs,  shall  hereafter  cease,  and  the  duties  of  the  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  as  superintwndent  of  Indian  affairs, 
shall  cease  from  and  adir  the  establishment  of  a  new  territory, 
embracing  the  country  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  should  such  a 
territory  be  established.  And  v.'hile  the  governor  of  the  said 
territory  of  Michigan  continues  to  act  as  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  he  shall  receive  therefor  the  .innual  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances,  emoluments  or  com- 
pensation for  services  in  said  capacity. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a  super- 
intcndency  of  Indian  affairs  for  all  the  Indian  country  not  with- 
in tite  bounds  of  any  state  or  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  the  superintendent  of  which  shall  reside  at  St.  Louis,  and 
shall  annually  receive  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  superintendents  of  In- 
dian affairs  shall,  within  their  several  superintendencies,  exer- 
cise a  general  supervision  and  control  over  the  official  conduct 
and  accounts  of  all  officers  and  persons  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment in  the  Indian  department,  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  established  by  the  president  of  the  United  States;  and 
may  suspend  such  officers  and  persons  from  their  office  or  em- 
ployments, for  reasons  forthwith  to  be  communicated  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  Indian 
agents  sliall  be  appointed  by  the  president  ofthe  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  who  shall  give 
bond,  with  two  or  more  securities,  in  the  penal  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  same,  and 
shall  each  receive  the  annual  compensation  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars: 

Two  agents  for  the  western  territory. 

An  agent  for  the  Chickasaws. 

An  agent  for  the  eastern  Cherokees. 

An  agent  for  the  Florida  Indians. 

An  agent  for  the  Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

An  agent  at  Chicago. 

An  agent  at  Rock  Island. 

An  agent  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

An  agent  for  Michilimackinac  and  tiie  Sault  Sainle  Marie. 

An  agent  for  the  Saint  Peter's. 

An  agent  for  the  Upper  Missouri. 

And  the  following  agencies  shall  be  discontinued  at  the  pe- 
riods herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

The  Florida  agency,  fiom  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 


*Here  appears  to  be  an  omission— but  it  is  according  to  tha 
official  copy. 
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The  Cherokee  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  next. 

The  Indiana  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

The  Chicago  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

The  Rocic  Island  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

And  all  other  agenciesj  not  provided  for  in  this  act,  from  and 
after  the  passing  thereof:  Provided,  That  the  limitation  of  the 
BAid  agencies  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the  president  of 
the  United  States  from  discontinuing  the  same  at  an  early  pe- 
riod. And  the  president  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised, 
whenever  he  may  judge  it  expedient,  to  discontinue  any  Indian 
agency,  or  to  transfer  the  same  from  the  place  or  tribe  designat- 
ed by  law,  to  such  other  place  or  tribe  as  the  public  service 
may  require.  And  every  Indian  agent  shall  reside  and  keep 
bis  agency  within  or  near  the  territory  of  the  tribe  for  which  he 
may  be  agent,  and  at  such  place  as  the  president  may  designate, 
and  shall  not  depart  from  the  limits  of  his  agency  without  per- 
mission. And  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  president  to  require 
any  military  officer  of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  duties 
of  Indian  agent. 

Sec.  5.  *S.nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  competent  number 
of  sub-agents  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president,  with  an  an- 
nual salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  to  be  em- 
ployed and  to  reside  wherever  the  president  may  direct,  and 
who  shall  give  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  the  penal 
Bum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
Eame.  But  no  sub  agent  shall  be  appointed  who  shall  reside 
within  the  limits  of  any  agency  where  there  is  an  agent  appoint- 
ed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed  to  require  the  reappointment  of  per- 
sons now  in  office,  until  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of 
service;  but  the  commissions  of  all  Indian  agents  and  sub- 
agents,  now  in  office,  shall  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March  next, 
unless  sooner  terminated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  limits  of  each 
agency  and  sub-agency  shall  be  established  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  either  by  tribes  or  by  geographical  boundaries.  And  it 
shall  be  the  general  duty  of  Indian  agents  and  sub-agents,  to 
manage  and  superintend  the  intercourse  with  the  Indians  with- 
in their  respective  agencies,  agreeably  to  law;  to  obey  all  legal 
instructions  given  to  them  by  the  secretary  of  war,  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  or  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs; 
and  to  carry  into  effect  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  president. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  may,  from  time  to  time,  require  additional  secu- 
rity, and  in  larger  amounts,  from  ail  persons  charged  or  trusted, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  with  the  disbursement  or 
application  of  money,  goods  or  effects  of  any  kindj  on  account 
of  the  Indian  department. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  interpreter  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  agency,  who  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
three  hundred  dollars:  Provided,  Thai  where  there  are  different 
tribes  in  the  same  agency,  speaking  different  languages,  one  in- 
terpreter may  be  allowed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  for  each  of  the  said  tribes.  Interpreters  shall  be  nominat- 
ed by  the  proper  agents,  to  the  war  department  for  approval, 
and  may  be  suspended,  by  the  agent,  from  pay  and  duty,  and 
the  circumstances  reported  to  the  war  department  for  final  ac- 
tion; and  blacksmiths  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  employed  wher- 
ever required  by  treaty  stipulation,  and  such  blacksmith  shall 
receive  an  annual  compensation  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars; and,  if  they  furnish  their  shop  and  tools,  an  additional 
sum' of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  and  their  assistants 
shall  be  allowed  an  annual  compensation  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  And  wherever  farmers,  mechanics,  or  teachers 
are  required  by  treaty  stipulations  to  be  provided,  they  shall  be 
employed  under  the  direction  of  the  war  department,  and  shall 
receive  an  annual  compensation  of  not  less  than  four  hundred 
and  ei<'hty  dollars,  nor  more  than  six  hundred  dollars.  And  in 
all  cases  of  the  appDintments  of  interpreters  or  other  persons 
employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a  preference  shall  be 
eiven  to  persons  of  Indian  descent,  if  such  can  be  found,  who 
are  properly  qualified  for  the  e'xecution  of  the  duties.  And 
where  any  of  the  tribes  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of 
war  competent  to  direct  the  employment  of  their  blacksmiths, 
mechanics,  teachers,  farmers  or  other  persons  engaged  for  them, 
the  direction  of  such  persons  may  be  given  to  the  proper  autho- 
rity of  the  tribe. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  compensation 
prescribed  by  this  act  shall  be  in  lull  of  all  emoluments  or  al- 
lowances whatsoever:  Provided,  however,  That,  where  necessa- 
ry a  reasonable  allowance  or  provision  may  be  made  for  offices 
and  office  contingencies:  And  provided,  also.  That  where  per- 
sons are  required,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  under  this 
act  to  travel  from  one  place  to  another,  their  actual  expenses,  or 
a  reasonable  sum  in  lieu  thereof,  may  be  allowed  them:  And 
vrovided,  also,  That  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  person 
for  travel  or  ex  pontes  in  coming  to  the  seat  of  government  to  set- 
tle his  accounts,  unless  thereto  required  by  the  secretary  of  war: 
^nd  provided,  uUo,  That  no  person  shall  hold  more  than  one  of- 
fice at  the  same  time  under  this  act,  nor  shall  any  agent,  sub- 
agent,  interpreter,  or  person  employed  under  this  -act,  receive 
his  salary  while  absent  from  his  agency  or  employment  without 


leave  of  the  superintendent  or  secretary  of  war,  provided  such 
absence  shall  at  no  one  time  exceed  sixty  days. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  payment  of  all 
annuities,  or  other  sums  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  made  to  any 
Indian  tribe,  shall  be  made  to  the  chiefs  of  such  tribe,  or  to  such 
person  as  said  tribe  shall  appoint;  or  if  any  tribe  shall  appropii- 
ate  their  annuities  to  the  purpose  of  education,  or  to  any  other 
specific  use,  then  to  such  person  or  persons  as  such  tribes  shall 
designate. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  at  the  request  of  any  Indian 
tribe  to  which  any  annuity  shall  be  payable  in  money,  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  paid  in  goods,  purchased  as  provided  in  the  next 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  1.3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  merchandise  re- 
quired by  an  Indian  treaty  for  the  Indians,  payable  after  ma- 
king of  such  treaty,  shall  be  purchased  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  at  war,  upon  proposals  to  be  received,  to  be 
based  on  notices  previously  to  be  given;  and  all  merchandise, 
required  at  the  making  of  any  Indian  treaty,  shall  be  purchased 
under  the  order  of  the  commissioners,  by  such  persotts  as  they 
shall  appoint,  or  by  such  person  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
president  for  that  purpose.  And  all  other  purchases  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians,  and  all  payments  to  them  of  money  or 
goods,  shall  be  made  by  such  person  as  the  president  shall  de- 
signate for  that  purpose.  And  the  superintendent,  agent,  or 
sub  agent,  together  with  such  military  officer  as  the  president 
may  direct,  shall  be  present,  and  certify  to  the  delivery  of  aH 
goods  and  money  required  to  be  paid  or  delivered  to  the  In- 
dians. And  the  duties  required  by  any  .section  of  this  act,  of 
military  officers,  shall  be  performed  without  any  other  compen- 
sation than  their  actual  travelling  expenses;  and  all  persona 
whatsoever,  charged  or  trusted  with  the  disbursement  or  appli- 
cation of  money,  goods,  or  effects  of  any  kind,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians,  shall  settle  their  accounts,  annually,  at  the  war 
department,  on  the  first  day  of  October;  and  copies  of  the  same 
shall  be  laid,  annually,  before  congress  at  the  commencemerrt 
of  the  ensuing  session,  by  the  proper  accounting  officers,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  money, 
goods,  or  effects,  had  been  delivered  within  said  year,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  for 
which  it  was  intended,  and  showing  who  are  delinquents,  it 
any,  in  forwarding  their  accounts  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act;  and,  also,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  appoint- 
ed or  employed  under  this  act,  with  the  dates  of  their  appoint- 
ment or  employment,  and  the  salary  and  pay  of  each. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  employed 
in  the  Indian  department  shall  have  any  interest  or  concern  in 
any  trade  with  the  Indians,  except  for,  and  on  account  of,  the 
United  States;  and  any  person  oflTending  herein,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars;  and  upon  satisfactory  information 
of  such  offence  being  laid  before  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  it  shall  become  his  duly  to  remove  such  person  from 
the  office  or  situation  he  may  hold. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  any  of  the  friendfy 
Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  north  of  the  bounda- 
ry of  the  Western  Territory,  and  the  region  upon  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  furnished  with  use- 
ful domestic  animals  and  implements  of  husbandry,  and  with 
goods,  as  he  shall  think  proper:  Provided,  That  the  whole 
amount  of  such  presents  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  such  rations  as  he  sli.tll 
judj;e  proper,  and  as  can  be  spared  from  the  army  provisions, 
without  injury  to  the  service,  to  be  issued,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  he  shall  think  fit  to  establish,  t«  Indians  who  may  visit 
the  military  posts  or  agencies  of  the  United  States  on  the  fron- 
tiers, or  in  their  respective  nations,  and  a  special  account  of 
these  issues  shall  be  kept  and  rendered. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  pre- 
scribe such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  think  fit,  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  various  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  a^y 
other  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  and  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Indian  department. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts,  or  parts  of 
acts,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  June  30, 1834. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  "act  more  efTectually  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  five. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  whenever  any  criminal,  convicted  of 
any  oflTence  against  the  United  States,  shall  be  imprisoned  in 
pursuance  of  such  conviction,  and  of  the  sentence  thereupon, 
in  the  prison  or  the  penitentiary  of  any  state  or  territory,  j^iich 
criminal  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to  the  same  discipline 
and  treatment  as  convicts  sentenced  by  the  courts  of  the  stute 
or  territory  in  which  such  prison  or  penitentiary  is  situated; 
and,  while  so  confined  therein,  shall  also  be  •xclusively  under 
the  control  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  same,  under  the 
laws  of  the  said  state  or  territory. 
Approved,  June  30, 1834. 
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We  have  waited  for  a  corrected  copy  of  the  late  pro- 
motions and  appointments,  &,c.  in  the  army.  It  has  just 
been  received,  and  sliall  be  speedily  inserted. 

When  speaking  of  an  increased  ability  in  the  batiks  to 
render  accommo<hUions  to  their  customers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  greatly  reduced  demand  on  the  banks  tor 
pecuniary  facilities,  \v^  made  a  particular  reference  to 
"restrained  expenditures,"  and  the  gi-eater  caution  with 
■which  honest  and  reliecting  persons  entered  into  "new 
enterprizes" — introducing-  one  or  two  practical  exam- 
ples. But  a  few  words  more  on  these  things  may  not 
be  unprofitable — seeing  that  we  cannot  too  closely  inves- 
tigate the  i)rinciples  on  which  the  prosperity  or  adversity 
of  a  country  depends,  and  especially  by  means  of  a  libe- 
ral or  stinted,  rapid  or  slow,  circulation  of  values. 

The  considerations  and  facts  tliat  belong  to  these  sub- 
jects are  so  copious,  and  present  themselves  so  much  in 
masses,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  fix  upon  a  place  for  begin- 
ning, or  of  ending,  one's  observations  upon  (hem;  and 
political  economics  are  to  be  grappled  only  by  closely  re- 
garding special  operations,  using  them  as  general  indica- 
tions of  the  power  of  aggregation.  For  though  it 
would  be  an  almost  endless  work,  if  not  also  a  vain  one, 
even  to  attempt  a  particular  shewing  of  all  the  facts  that 
enter  into  the  masses  alluded  to,  the  amounts  that  might 
be  demonstrated,  if  added  together,  would  startle  the 
minds  of  many,  and  cause  thoughtless  individuals  to  re- 
ject the  whole  as  wild  and  visionary  in  the  extreme. 

If  an  ignorant  person  was  told  that  a  drop  of  vinegar 
contains,  perhaps,  a  thousand  snake-like  animals,  or  that 
millions  of  huge  and  fierce  alligator  or  crab-like  bellige- 
rents "have  a  habitation  and  home"  on  a  few  common 
figs — he  would  reject  the  information  as  an  insult  offered 
to  his  understanding;  but  science  has  presented  these 
things  so  plainly  to  the  natural  eye,  that  no  respectable 
man,  though  he  himself  may  never  have  seen  a  solar  mi- 
croscope used,  will  venture  to  doubt  the  existence  of  such 
animals,  and  in  the  multitudes  referred  to.  And  even 
the  vast  ocean  is  formed  by  the  aggregation  of  indivisible 
particles  of  matter.  It  is  the  order  which  Infinite  Wis- 
dom has  ordained;  and  its  power  and  effect  cannot  be 
mistaken  by  any  intelligent  man  who  will  take  the  trou- 
ble of  thinking  a  little  for  himself. 

We  have  several  times,  and  at  considerable  length, 
spoken  of  creations  of  values  and  circulations  of  values, 
and  shall  now  only  notice  them  with  reference  to  aggre- 
gation. 

1.  In  the  creations  of  values  is  included  all  the  annual 
earnings  or  profits  of  labor,  no  matter  how  or  to  what 
purpose  applied — 'whether  to  build  a  palace,  or  make  a 
goose-yoke — to  fence-in  a  field,  or  drive  the  cows  to  pas- 
ture. The  yearly  earnings  and  profits  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  (13,000,000),  must  considerably  ex- 
ceed the  value  oi  fifteen  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a  year, 
as  measured  by  the  present  price  of  money,  or  what  is  so 
called  and  used — -for  this  vast  sum  gives  only  an  average 
of  120  dollars  for  each  person,  and  includes  not  only  the 
food,  clothing,  shelter  and  earnings,  for  liie  comfort  or 
luxury  of  all  classes,  but  takes  in  all  improvements  of 
lands,  or  in  houses,  canals  and  roads — in  short,  every 
thing  that  is  produced  either  by  manual  labor,  or  the  ap- 
plication of  scientific  power.  How  much  of  these  earn- 
ings passes  into  the  capital  of  the  country,  to  make  neiu 
earnings,  we  cannot  venture  to  determine — but  the  amount 
must  be  large,  seeing  how  great  the  annual  advances  of 
population  and  improvement,  public  and  private,  have 
been;  and  we  should  not  deem  it  extravagant  to  say  that  a 
value  of  more  than  300  millions  of  dollars  has  been  aiinn- 
ally  added  to  the  productive  capital  of  the  United 
States,  which  proceeds  to  accumulate  values  in  a  geome- 
trical ratio.  But,  as  the  population  advances  and  the 
wild  lands  are  improved,  &g.  &cc.  tlie  progress  of  capital 
will  be  comparatively  lessened. 
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2.  The  circidation  of  values  is  based  upon  the  creations 
just  above  alluded  to.  Its  amount  is  always  incalculably- 
great,  and  may  be  said  to  be  without  limit,  if  human 
things  can  be  so.  On  this  subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  leader  to  an  article  published  in  the  first  pages  of  the 
pi-esent  volume  of  tiie  Register.  It  includes  all  ex- 
changes of  productions,  or  of  values,  of  every  descrip- 
tion— and  the  rapidity  or  slowness  of  the  circulation  ren- 
ders money  "plenty"  or  "scarce, "as  we  say  that  it  is. 

3.  Aggregation  is  the  result  or  creation  and  of  circu- 
lation, and  also  refers  to  the  balance  when  the  great  pro- 
fit and  loss  account  is  settled.  There  may  be  creations 
of  values  without  circulations,  and,  consequently,  there 
is  no  aggregation.  We  shall  endeavor  to  make  this  un- 
derstood by  a  simple  proposition.  If  100  dollars  worth 
of  wheat  be  destroyed  by  fire,  or  otlierwise,  before  it 
reaches  the  market — there  cannot  be  any  circulation  or 
aggregation  of  values  on  account  of  \t%  production;  but  if 
the  wheat  reaches  its  market,  whether  in  the  family  of 
the  grower,  or  a  thousand  miles  oft",  a  circulation  of  va- 
lues lias  been  made,  and  aggregation  goes  on  with  every 
circulation.  The  real  value  of  the  wheat  is  not  at  all 
impaired  for  the  reason  that  it  is  consumed  by  the  grow- 
er of  it — for,  without  some  such  consumjjtion  even  po- 
pulation, the  first  principle  or  origin  of  value,  would 
cease,  and  labor,  as  well  as  all  the  objects  of  labor,  come 
to  an  end  !  And  on  this  account  it  is  that  articles  of  food, 
or  others  that  are  essentially  necessary  or  immediately- 
useful,  either  to  keep  up  or  increase  population,  or  other- 
wise furnish  an  ability  to  labor,  have  a  perpetual  circula- 
tion, and  will  have,  until  the  millennium  arrives,  or  some 
other  great  change  takes  place  in  the  condition  of  the 
world — and  man  shall  cease  to  earn  his  bread  by  "the 
sweat  of  his  brow." 

These  remarks,  or  explanations,  seemed  necessary  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  effects  oi  "restrained  ex- 
penditures" or  "diminished  enterprizes" — to  which  we 
shall  now  return. 

We  suppose  that  a  value  equal  to  400  millions  of  dol- 
lars, annually,  passes  into  the  supply  of  clothing,  house- 
hold furniture ,  and  all  other  matters  of  a  \>WY<i\y  personal 
or  family  nature — no  reference  being  had  to  articles  of 
food,  houses  for  shelter,  &c.  &c.  This  will  appear  rea- 
sonable when  it  is  recollected  that  it  allows  only  about 
30  dollars  a  year  for  each  individual,  or  an  average  of 
150  dollars  for  a  family  of  five  persons,  and  includes 
every  thing,  from  a  broad  cloth  coat  to  a  needle-full  of 
thread — from  a  coach,  to  the  mending  of  a  child's  shoe — • 
from  the  grand  piano  of  the  parlour,  to  the  meanest  uten- 
sil in  the  hut  of  a  slave — from  the  most  splendid  service 
of  plate,  to  a  baiiy's  ABC  book,  and  so  on  through  the 
whole  cha])tcr  of  articles  which  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, comfort  or  luxury,  demands,  including  the  cost  of 
all  journeys  or  excursions  made,  or  of  horses  or  other 
animals  kept  for  pleasui-e,  or  even  for  going  to  church, 
with  charges  for  building  or  supporting  churches,  and 
all  amounts  expended  on  benevolent  objects,  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  ball  room,  race  ground,  or  theatre,  &c.  &c. 
When  these  general  notices  are  considered,  it  will  be 
easily  agreed,  we  think,  that  the  supposed  aggregate  is  a 
moderate  one,  being  no  more  than  30  dollars  for  every 
individual.  There  are  millions  who  do  not  expend  or 
exhaust  money  at  such  a  rate,  because  they  cannot — but 
there  are  millions  who  go  far  beyond  it;  and  the  rate  does 
not  much,  if  anv^,  exceed  that  which  is  held  by  a  discreet 
journeyman  mechanic,  earning  from  7  to  10  dollars  a 
Meek,  if  his  family  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  persons 
in  all. 

The  articles  named,  or  referred  to,  ai'e  those  over 
which  much  discretion  may  be  exerted. — A  man  may 
easily  wear  an  old  coat  a  little  longer,  his  wife  delay  the 
purchase  of  a  new  shawl,  and  her  daughter  that  of  a  piano 
— or  a  pair  of  shoes,  &:c.  Well — if  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  money,  or  the  want  of  confidence  as  to  future 
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earnings  or  receipts  of  It — persons  are  induced  to  post- 
pone purchases  of"  things  not  indispensable,  or  which  they 
can  do  without  a  little  longer — give  up  a  journey  or  ex- 
cursion tor  pleasure,  or  withhold  a  donation,  &c.  so  that 
the  delay,  or  several  delays,  therehy  caused,  may  make  up 
an  average  postponement,  (and  a  postponement  only),  of 
three  months,  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  less,  in 
currency  or  credit,  is  wanted,  and  the  ability  of  the  banks, 
and  other  money  lenders,  is  considerably  increased  to  re- 
lieve their  customers,  whether  importing  merchants,  ma- 
nufacturing mechanics,  or  other  dealers. 

From  inquiry,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  sales  of  tailors, 
ghoe-makers,  hatters,  cabinet  makers,  coach-makers,  book 
publishers,  and  all  their  primary  or  dependent  branches, 
have  had  an  average  or  aggregate  delay  of  three  months, 
since  the  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  country — 
and  this  delay,  or  gaining  of  time,  by  consumers,  has  af- 
fected producers,  or  vendors,  in  the  amount  of  one- fourth 
of  their  natural  business,  as  we  shall  call  it,  or  profits 
earned  in  the  year.  We  are  safe  in  stating  this,  we  be- 
lieve, in  a  well  founded  opinion,  that  almost  every  person, 
in  the  same  regular  business  as  in  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 1833,  would  exceedingly  rejoice  in  a  hope  that  the 
end  of  the  year  ending  Sept.  1834,  will  find  him  minus 
in  profits,  only  one-fourth  part  less  than  in  the  former 
period !  There  are  classes  of  persons  who  are  not  at  all 
affected,  however,  unless  advantageously,  by  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  such  as  office-holders,  and  others 
living  on  fixed  incomes.  It  is  a  "glorious"  thing  for  such 
as  these !  They  have  good  reason  to  congratulate  them- 
selves on  the  snugness  of  their  own  condition.  The 
worthy  and  reflecting  working  man,  though  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  former  Avages,  and  promptly  paid  them, 
knows  and  feels  and  sympathises  with  his  employer,  and 
relieves  him  as  much  as  possible  by  extra  attention  and 
care;  but  the  office-holder  is  so  far  removed  from  those 
who  pay  him  (the  people),  that  he  may  even  feel  delight 
in  the  waitings  of  the  "public  goose"  that  he  assists  in 
plucking.  "The  government  does  not  complain,"  said 
a  member  of  congress  from  the  city  of  New  York — by 
*'the  government"  meaning  those  who  "fodder  at  the 
public  rack,"  as  col.  Crockett  would  say. 

There  are  other  persons  more  or  less  free  from  the 
restrained  expenditures  to  which  we  allude — for,  to  all 
general  rules  there  are  exceptions;  but  these  may  not  ma- 
terially affect  general  results. 

We  think  it  is  shewn  pretty  cleaj^ly,  as  being  probable 
that  100  millions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  the  circidaiion 
of  the  present  year,  as  dependent  on  the  branches  of  bu- 
siness referred  to — which  involves  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  our  manufactures, — as  furnishing  the  materials 
from  which  the  articles  particularly  referred  to  are  com- 
posed, the  annually  produced  or  created  value  of  which 
IS  wonderfully  large  to  those  wlio  have  not  looked  into 
the  subject.  The  aggregate,  or  final  result,  of  the  values 
of  leather,  for  an  example,  is  probably  quite  equal  to  that 
of  the  average  of  the  whole  cotton  crop!  Look  at  it — it 
allows  considerably  less  than  3  dollars  a  year  for  each 
person,  per  annum — for  the  supply  of  boots  and  shoes, 
harness  for  horses,  and  the  hundred  other  things  for 
which  leather  is  used.  The  aggregate  value,  of  course, 
includes  that  of  the  labor  of  all  the  persons  working  in 
leather,  and  we  put  down  that  value  at  not  less  than 
35  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  employs  or  subsists  many 
score  of  thousands  of  persons  in  the  United  States. 

But,  though  100  millions  are  thus  lost  to  the  circula- 
tion, and  so  renders  money  scarce  with  individuals  and 
easier  to  be  obtained  at  the  banks,  no  actual  loss  of  mo- 
nei/  to  the  nation  ensues,  the  savings  of  one  party  standing 
against  the  reduced  profits  of  the  other:  but  there  is  a  loss 
of  those  comforts  for  which  persons  expend  money,  earn- 
ed by  their  labor. 

What  are  the  legitimate  uses  of  money  or  profits? 
The  comfort  of  those  who  possess  or  earn  money.  A 
man  may  be,  perhaps,  as  well  sheltered  by  an  old  coat  as 
a  new  one — but  he  loves  something  as  valuable  to  him  as 
the  cost  of  a  new  coat,  else  he  would  not  theJi  purchase 
one  if  he  could.  This  position  cannot  be  set  aside,  and 
what  we  call  ha/)fnness  depends  on  it.  Men  have  lived  in 
dens  and  caverns,  clothed  in  skins.  Diogenes  had  only  a 
tub,  a  sack  and  a  cup,  and  the  last  he  threw  away  on  see- 
ing a  boy  drink  out  of  his  hand.  It  is  related  of  a  famous 
English  miser,  that,  when  another  of  his  class  called  upon 


him  in  an  evening  to  obtain  a  lesson  in  economy,  the  for" 
mer  extinguished  his  farthing  candle,  saying  that  they 
could  talk  as  well  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light! — and  the 
writer  of  this  work  knew,  in  early  life,  two  solitary  old 
men  who  rivalled  one  anotlier  in  economy !  At  the  end 
of  a  year,  one  of  them,  having  been  told  that  the  other 
had  lived  the  twelve  months  on  the  expenditure  of  some- 
thing less  tjian  twenty  dollars,  expressed  liis  doubt  of 
ti»e  fact, — and  said  that  it  had  cost  him  a  little  over 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  he  (the  latter),  thought  that  he 
had  lived  as  close  as  any  person  ought  to  do!  That  we 
r^ight  live  upon  much  less  than  we  ex])end,  or  fatten  as 
fast  and  breathe  as  freely  in  a  shantee  by  the  side  of  a  canal 
or  rail  road  as  in  tlie  most  convenient  of  our  dwellings,  ^ 
there  is  no  doubt — but  life,  on  such  conditions,  and  with-  ■ 
out  looking  to  a  change^of  them,  is  valueless  to  the  pos- 
sessor. The  "saw  dust  pudding"  of  Fianklin,  may  be 
eaten  in  a  spirit  of  independence,  on  particular  occasions; 
but  one  condemned  to  feed  on  "saw  dust  pudding"  only, 
would  not  be  thankful  for  the  gift  of  life.  And  what 
must  become  of  those  who  make  a  living  by  sowing  and 
reaping  wheat,  and  planting  and  gathering  corn,  Jsc.  if 
every  body  lived  on  "saw  dust  pudding?" 

Rewarded  labor  is  the  first  great  happiness  of  mankind 
— and  the  second  is  the  appropriation  or  distribution  of 
the  profits  of  labor.  The  bond  of  society  is  the  mutual 
dependence  which  one  man  has  upon  his  fellow,  or  the 
mutual  assistance  which  every  good  citizen  renders  to  his 
"neighbor."  Break  down  these  relations,  and  society  is 
resolved  into  its  original  elements,  when  every  man  act- 
ed as  it  "seemed  good  in  his  own  eyes,"  and  there  were 
no  aggregations  of  value  in  property,  or  safety  to  person. 
Labor  is  a  blessing — idleness  the  parent  of  evil;  but  the 
blessing  is  denied,  and  evil  increased,  when  the  will  to 
labor  is  diminished  in  consequence  of  a  necessity  that  for- 
bids an  ENJOYMENT  of  its  profits — though  actual   suffer" 

ing  may  not  occur.     Man  should  not  live  merely  to  eat 

but  to  eat  only  that  he  may  live,  is  a  miserable  state  of 
existence. 

The  diminished  circulation  of  values  that  we  have  en- 
deavored to  shew,  acts  undoubtedly,  and  directly,  against 
"new  enterprizes. "  We  shall  state  a  simple  and  com- 
mon case  by  way  of  example.  A  person  by  his  industry 
and  economy — (we  mean  economy  -with  comfort — for  the 
first  without  the  last,  unless  with  a  fixed  view  to  the  last, 
cannot  he  approved,  as  it  necessarily  runs  into  mean- 
ness, if  not  intoknaver}^),  has  earned  and  saved  .500  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  of  building  a  house  and  home  for 
his  family  and  himself.  He  says,  "such  a  house  as  I  de- 
sire to  build  will  cost  me  one  thousand  dollars,  and,  pay- 
ing 500, 1  can  obtain  a  credit  of  500  on  the  house,  payable 
in  5  years,  100  dollars  a  year,  which,  with  the  interest, 
I  can  pay  out  of  my  annual  profits  or  savings."  But  if 
the  business  of  that  man  is  interru\)ted,  and  his  profits 
lessened,  or  rendered  altogether  uncertain,  he  will  post' 
/jone  his  design  of  building  and  remain  a  tenant,  rather 
than  ventiire  on  a  proceeding  which  may  endanger  the 
money  that  he  has,  in  a  sacrifice  of  the  property  pledg- 
ed for  the  payment  of  the  additional  sum  that  must  be 
borrowed  to  carry  out  the  project.  This  is  an  act  of  com- 
mon prudence;  and  tens  of  thousands  who  have  not  so  re- 
viewed the  I'eal  state  of  things,  have  been  ruined,  or  rob- 
bed, of  the  savings  that  they  had  made,  by  disturbances 
of  the  currency.  This  case  in  humble  life  equally  ap- 
plies to  the  heaviest  operations;  and  its  principle  does  not 
vary,  whether  the  expected  cost  of  a  thing  be  500  or 
500,000  dollars;  and  such  postponements  act  against  the 
interest  of  other  persons  whose  business  it  is  to  furnish 
materials  or  labor  for  such  undertakings. 

To  some — the  learned  in  political  economics,  or  per- 
sons accustomed  to  reflect  on  the  power  of  aggregation, 
the  preceding  remarks  may  appear  supererogatory — but 
our  wish  is  to  render  these  matters  familiar  to  others,  and 
lead  them  into  considerations  of  the  cause  and  efilct  of 
seemingly  trifling  things,  the  combinations  of  which  they 
have  not  been  accustomed  to  examine — for  herein  is  truth 
— important  truth,  which  every  man,  from  the  richest  to 
the  poorest,  is  interested  in  understanding,  seeing  that 
every  citizen  forms,  or  should  form,  an  integral  part  of 
the  government  of  this  country. 


A  friend  observed  the  other  day,  that  our  course,  on 
the  concerns  of  the  post  orriCE  had  been  like  the  In- 
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dian's  tree — ''so  straight  that  it  leaned  tother  -way;"  i.  e.  ' 
against  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate:  tor 
we  not  only  published  the  report  of  the  minoiity  hut 
also  Mr.  Bumfs  long  vindicatory  address.  The  record 
is  in  complete  on  thissuhjuct — but  whether  to  publish  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Bradlen,  addressed  to  the  president,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Barrii,  or  take  some  of  the  speeches,  on 
both  sides,  in  the  senate,  it  seems  not  easy  to  determine. 

The  election  for  a  member  of  congress  in  the  llich- 
mond  district,  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Stevenson, 
resigned,  has  just  closed,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  whig  candi(!ate.  The  vote  stood 
thus:  for  Mr.  Robertson  689,  Mr.  Roane  331;  majority 
lor  Mr.  Robertson,  358. 

The  returns  from  Louisiana  have  not  all  yet  been  re- 
ceived,   but    sufficient    to    enable    us  to  give  the   result. 
The  N.  O.  Courier,  an  administration  paper  says — "we 
have  further  returns  to-day  of  the  election;  but  they  do 
not  inspire  us  with  hope.     General  AValker,  it  appears, 
is   beaten,   in   the  third  congressional  district,  by  Mr. 
Garland — 'making  our  defeat  total  and  complete."     All 
the  returns  were  received  at  New  Orleans  except  from 
one  parisli,  wiiich  it  is  said  will  not  vary  the  result  much. 
The  vote  for  governor  is,  for  Dldte^  "I'ig,  6,089.  Daxv- 
so?i,  Jackson,  4,2.53,  majority,  as  far  as  heard  from,  for 
JV/die  1,836.     A  letter  published  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, dated  New  Orleans,  July   16,  after  stating  that 
Mr.  White  is  elected,  says,  that  "the  whigs  have  elected 
tiieir  entire  delegation  to  congress,  and  from  two-thirds 
to  three-fourths  of  the  state  legistature*"  In  this  district, 
thei-e  were  two  whig  candidates,  whose  aggregate  vote 
was  2,946,  and  the  Jackson  vote  1,384:  Henry  Johnson, 
(whig),  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  516  over  the  aggre- 
gate vote  of  both  his  opponents.     In  the  2d  district  there 
■were  four  candidates:     General  Ripley  is   elected   by  a 
plurality  of  votes,  and  not  a  majority   of  the  whole  num- 
ber— say  1,167  out  of  about  2,700.     General  Ripley  has 
heretofore  been  a  warm  Jackson  man,  but,  recently,  he 
publicly  renounced  Jacksonism,  and  has  been  chosen  by 
a  majority  of  about  200  over  Chitm,  the  regular  whig 
candidate,  who  injured   his  vote  by  advocating  Dawson 
for  governor,  from  personal  feelings.*   In  the  3d  district, 
Mr.  Garland  is  re-elected  by  a  large  majority  over  gen. 
"Walker,  the  most  popular  and  able  Jackson  man  in  the 
state,  and  who  was,  from  those  causes,  selected  last  win- 
ter to  run  against  judge  Porter  for  the  United  States  se- 
nate. 

Though  the  sales  (jf  wool  are  not  brisk — yet  the  pri- 
ces paid  seem  fair,  and  rather  better  than  we  feared. 
Some  of  the  fine  Saxonies  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  York, 
and  other  places,  had  sold  for  67  cents;  but  the  average 
sales  are  supposed  to  be  from  G  to  10  cents  per  lb.  less 
than  last  year. 

Very  many  deaths  haVe  happened  from  drinking  cold 
"watei-— but  at  New  York,  one  of  the  sextons,  becoming 
heated  when  digging  a  grave  for  a  person  that  had  so 
died,  drank  plentifully  of  cold  water,  and  so  died  him- 
self. 


The  cholera,  (as  we  learn  from  the  Missouri  Enquirer, 
published  at  Liberty,  in  Clay  county,  ^Missouri,)  exists 
to  an  alarming  degree  among  the  Mormons  who  recently 
emigrated  to  that  country.  In  three  or  four  days,  eigh- 
teen cases  had  occurred,  thirteen  of  which  had  proved 
fatal.  The  pestilence  had  also  appeared  at  Rushville, 
Pekin  and  Dillon's  settlement,  near  Pekin.  At  Rush- 
ville there  had  been  12  deatlis,  at  Pekin  9,  and  at  Dil- 
lon's settlement  8  cases  and  4  deaths. 

In  iTe/iiMC^T/ the  disease  had  made  its  appearance  at 
Mills  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy  river,  about  13 
miles  from  Paris,  and  at  Princeton.  At  the  latter  place 
8  or  10  deaths  had  occurred. 

At  Montreal  and  Quebec,  Canadag  much  alarm  and  a 
good  deal  of  sickness  exists,  although,  as  a  correspondent 

[*Tliere  is  a  family  connection  between  the?e  two  gentlomen. 
and  we  were  advised,  before  hearing  from  Ilia  election,  that  Mr'. 
Chinh's  stipporting  Mr.  Dawson  would  probably  lose  him  IiIf 
own  election.  [EdUorg  Nat,  Intel. 


of  the  New  York  Mercantile  says,  the  papers  ate  silent. 
He  had  been  at  Montreal,  and  should  have  proceeded  to 
Quebec,  but  that  the  cholera  was  so  bad  at  the  latter 
l)lace  as  to  \)ui  a  stop  to  business.  During  his  stay  at 
Montreal,  on  the  23d  and  24th  ult.  60  deaths,  he  says, 
occurred.  The  sanitary  committee  of  Montreal  made 
an  oflicial  publication  on  the  22d  ult.  in  which  they  state 
the  total  imnd)er  of  patients  received  at  the  cholera  hos- 
pital, from  .lidy  11,  the  first  day  of  its  a])pearance,  to 
the  22d,  inclusive,  had  been  44,  of  these  28  had  died,  11 
were  convalescent  and  5  remained. 

The  Wheeling  Gazette  of  the  26th  ult.  says  that  it  is 
<loubted  by  many  Avhetbcr  tluie  have  been  any  cases  of 
cholera  among  tliem,  at  ail  events  not  more  than  four  or 
five  cases,  and  none  for  the  two  or  three  preceding  days. 

Two  deaths  by  cholera  have  occurred  at  Madison,  In- 
diana; thirty-five  at  Fulton,  Ohio,  and  twenty-two  at 
Ticnton,  Kentucky.  In  the  latter  jjlace,  we  notice  the 
death  of  Enoch  Prince,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  state 
senate. 

The  citizens  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  paid  funeral 
honors  to  general  Lafayette,  ou  Monday  last.  The  pro- 
cession was  a  long  one,  and  presentefl  an  imposing  spec- 
tacle. The  stores  and  other  places  of  business  were 
nearly  all  closed,  and  every  one  appeared  to  vie  with  his 
neighbor  in  testifying  his  sincere  veneiation  for  the  me- 
mory of  the  illustrious  and  early  benefactor  of  his  coun- 
try. A  large  number  of  persons  from  the  county  attend- 
ed and  joined  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day.  The  pro- 
cession left  the  Town  Hall  at  10  o'clock,  and  after  mov- 
ing through  the  several  streets  of  the  city,  arrived  at  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  12  o'clock,  where  the  closing 
scene  of  the  solemnities  of  the  day  was  opened  by  an  ap- 
propriate dirge,  which  was  followed  by  an  impressive 
address  to  the  throne  of  grace  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Granger i 
The  rev.  /.  Pardee  then  rose  and  delivered  an  oration 
commemorative  of  the  merits,  virtues  and  sacrifices  of 
Lafayette.  The  oration  occupied  about  an  hour  in  the 
delivery,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  profonndest  atten- 
tion by  the  audience.  When  the  orator  sat  down,  a 
prayer  was  offered  up  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Ga/f?/,  after  M'hich, 
the  rev.  Mr.  Wilmer  pronounced  a  benediction;  and  the 
whole  was  concluded  by  a  solemn  dirge  performed  by 
the  choir.  The  day  passed  without  any  occurrence  to 
disturb  the  proceedings,  or  to  mar  those  feelings  Which 
should  prevail  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  university  of  Virginia  had  about  210  matriculates, 
at  the  last  session,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  number 
she  has  ever  yet  enrolled.  At  the  recent  examination, 
seven  of  the  students  received  the  degree  of  master  of 
arts.  Mr.  W.  C.  Rives  has  been  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  a  visiter  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son resigned.  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  esq.  is  appointed  rec- 
tor, which  office  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Madison,  since 
Mr.  Jefferson's  death. 


A  public  dinner  was  given  to  colonel  J^Iattherv  Ar- 
biickle,  of  the  U.  S.  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  by  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  on  the  7th  June,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  retii'ing  trom  that  post,  which  he  has  commanded 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  with  public  approba- 
tion, for  many  years. 

On  the  following  toast  being  given,  viz: 

"Our  guest,  col.  M.  Arbuckle — An  officer  distinguished  for 
Jong  and  faithful,  as  well  as  important  services,  and  one  closely 
identified  with  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  country;  our  go- 
veninicnt  will  not  forget  him." 

Col.  A.  returned  thanks,  and  amongst  other  things, 
remarked:  "As  my  impaired  health  obliges  me  to  seek 
for  its  restoration  in  a  different  climate,  and  as  I  may 
never  return,  it  is  a  source  of  no  inconsiderable  gratifi- 
cation to  leave  this  frontier  in  a  state  of  perfect  ])eaee, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  Indian  tribes  w  ith  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  intercourse,  and  between  them  and  our 
citizens.  The  state  of  affairs,  gentlemen,  was  very  dif- 
ferent on  my  arrival  in  this  country,  twelve  years  since. 
Then  the  surrounding  tribes  were  engiged  in  continual 
acts  of  liostility  to  each  other,  and  one  of  them  frequent- 
ly murdering  and  plundering  our  citizens." 

Mr.  William  A  Woodall,  ascended  in  a  balloon  on 
Monday  last,  from  the  Observatory  Gardens,  Federal 
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Hill,  at  half  past  six,  P.  M.  The  balloon  was  construct- 
ed by  Mr.  Elliott.  Its  first  course  was  north  west,  and 
after  proceeding  in  that  direction  for  about  a  mile,  it 
took  a  north  east  one  for  about  a  mile,  and  then  proceed- 
ed south  east,  making  nearly  a  circle,  and  passing  over 
the  whole  of  our  cily.  At  35  minutes  past  7  o'clock, 
Mr.  Woodall  landed  in  satety  on  the  farm  of  col.  Wea- 
therby,  about  7  miles  from  town,  near  the  North  Point 
road,  and  adjoining  the  battle  ground.  The  ascent  was 
one  of  great  splendor,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Woodall  says  that  he  thinks  he  rose,  while  over  the 
city,  to  the  height  of  two  miles. 

The  Philadelphia  "American  Daily  Advertiser''  sayS' — ■ 
Christopher  Columbus  died  on  the  20ih  May,  1505;  Lafayette 
20th  May,  1834. 

It  appears,  from  the  American  Republican^  that  the 
name  of  the  white  man  in  Chester  county,  who  advertis- 
ed a  short  time  ago  for  a  black  wife,  is  Isaac  Sheen,  of 
Uwcland  township.  He  is  an  Englishman  by  birth — a 
stocking  weaver  by  trade;  has  never  been  naturalized, 
and  has  been  heard  to  say  he  never  would  be. 

A  public  dinner  was  given  to  col.  David  Crockett^  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  his  way  home. 

The  Hagerstown  "Mail"  states  that  hail  stones  of  an 
unusually  large  size  fell  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bakers- 
vilie,  Washington  county,  Md.  on  the  21  st  ult,  many  of 
them  were  8,  10  and  12  inches  in  circumference,  weigh- 
ing from  one  quarter  to  a  pound.  The  injury  to  the  corn 
is  but  trifling  as  but  few  stones  fell. 

The  cotton,  corn,  rice  and  cane  crops  iu  Georgia  pro- 
mise well. 

Madame  Danismont,  formerly  Miss  Frances  Wright, 
is  delivering  lectures  on  education  in  London. 

The  ship  American,  capt.  Matthews,  from  Apalachi- 
cola,  boun<l  to  New  York,  in  going  over  the  bar  on  the 
5th  July,  with  a  full  cargo  of  cotton,  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire  in  the  hold,  and  was  run  on  shore,  where  she 
burnt  to  the  water's  edge.  Nothing  saved  but  the  bag- 
gage. 

The  legislature  of  Newfoundland  recently  closed  its 
session,  and  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  treasury,  omitted 
to  pay  the  rent  of  the  house  in  which  they  sat.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  omission,  their  landlady,  a  Mrs.  Mai-y 
Travers,  has  sued  out  a  distraint  to  satisfy  her  demands. 
The  following  is  the  advertisement  ofitringthe  goods  for 
sale; 

Auction — On  Friday  night  at  12  o'clock,  if  not  previously  re- 
deemed, at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Travers,  the  un- 
dermentioned articles,  taken  by  distress  for  rent  due  from  the 
legislative  assembly  of  Newfoundland,  to  the  subscriber  viz: 

1  large  desk,  containing  8  drawers,  filled  with  a  variety  of 
books,  papers,  and  port  folio — the  speaker's  chair,  stuffed  and 
elegantly  covered  with  blue  morocco,  and  with  brass — 1  large 
chair,  stuffed,  superbly  covered,  and  well  and  substantially 
built,  used  by  the  usher  of  tlie  black  rod — A  cocked  hat,  of  su- 
perior quality,  but  now  a  little  shabby,  worn  by  the  sergeant  at- 
arms — the  reporter's  desk — 2  large  stoves,  with  funnelling  to 
suit,  and  six  covered  forms — with  a  variety  of  other  articles  too 
tedious  to  mention — all  very  valuable. 

Terms  made  known  at  the  time  of  sale. 

Mary  Travers. 

James  Clift,  auctioneer. 

Mexico  is  more  and  more  disturbed,  and  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  are  being  shipped  to  the  United 
States,  for  safety.  Santa  Anna  was  carrying  on  a  civil 
■war,  for  the  sake  of  '■'■religion,'''  and  the  priests  are  said 
to  supply  him  with  much  money,  hoping  to  repay  them- 
eelves  anon. 

Rules  of  etidence.  We  meet  with  the  following 
statement  of  a  case  which,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
rule,  we  think  involves  cases  of  much  delicacy — and 
especially  with  regard  to  the  clergymen  of  the  most  lui- 
merous  Christian  sect  in  the  world,  before  whom  con- 
fessions, (made  in  a  perfect  assurance  that  the  facts  stated 
will  not  be  revealed),  oftentimes   lead  to  a  redress  of 


wrongs  committed.  But  we  do  not  intend  to  make  an 
argument  on  the  subject,  or  reason  on  the  right  of  cler- 
gymen to  an  exemption  from  the  operation  of  those  laws 
which  govern  other  men. 

In  the  course  of  the  eiiamination  before  the  grand  jury  at 
Boston,  in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  two  clergymen,  Dr.  Chan- 
ning  and  Mr.  Gannett,  were  summoned  to  ttsiity.  They  both 
declined  answering,  on  the  groand  that  their  knowledge  was 
obtained  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  that  communications 
made  by  a  parishioner  to  his  spiritual  guide  are  sacred,  and 
ought  not  to  be  disclosed.  On  a  report  of  this  refusal,  they  were 
summoned  before  the  municipal  court,  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judge  in  the  case.  Dr.  Clianning  waived  his  objection,  consi- 
dering, upon  further  reflection,  that  what  had  been  told  to  him 
was  more  as  a  personal  friend  than  as  a  spiritual  adviser,  and 
that  he  could  not,  therefore,  as  a  citizen,  withhold  it.  Mr.  Gan- 
nett adhered  to  his  view,  but  only  prayed  the  court  to  excuse 
liim,  under  the  circumstances,  from  testifying.  The  judge  in- 
Ibrmed  him  that  the  law  makes  no  distinction  of  persons,  and 
that  clergymen  have  no  right,  as  such,  to  an  exemjjlion  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence.     Mr.  Gannett  acquieiced. 

U.  S.  COURTS  OF  LAW.  The  Newburyport  Herald  says — The 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  complains  of  the  monstrous 
expenses  attending  suits  at  law  in  the  United  States  courts. 
Well  it  may.     We  have  a  short  stoiy  in  point: 

Recently  two  fishing  craft  were  condemned  and  sold  in  this 
district,  but  under  no  peculiar  circumstances  of  expense.  The 
gross  proceeds,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel,  were  ^106; 
the  expenses  attending  the  condemnation  and  &s\e,  three  hun- 
dred aiid  thirty  eight!'. 

We  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  circumstances  such  as  those 
above  detailed,  are  of  no  uncommon  occurrence,  and  require 
the  intervention  of  congress  to  correct  oppressive  exactions 
which  only  go  to  swell  the  gains  of  the  rewarded.  The  emolu- 
ments of  some  of  the  official  appendages  of  the  courts  and  the 
custom  houses  arc  almost  incredible,  whilst,  we  are  well  aware, 
there  are  in  some  districts  officers  of  both  descriptions  who  are 
but  meanly  compensated.  It  is  said,  that  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  office  of  United  States  attorney  for  the  district,  brings 
in  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  being  four 
limes  the  annual  salary  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  either  of  the  heads  of  department.  If  it  be  so,  the  case  in- 
volves both  oppression  and  corruption,  and  requires  reforma- 
tion. Be  it  so  or  not,  the  excessive  costs  of  suits  by  the  Uinted 
States,  are  among  the  abuses  which  require  investigation  at  the 
hands  of  congress.  [Nat.  Int. 

Surveys  for  internal  improvements.  When  the  appro- 
priation (or  this  purpose  was  under  discussion  in  the  house  of 
re()resentatives,  the  following  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams: 

"Congress  has  long  continued  to  make  appropriations  of 
large  amounts  of  money  for  works  which  were  proper,  and 
highly  useful  in  themselves,  and  which  were  within  its  compe- 
tency as  works  of  a  national  character.  A  [lortion  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  examined  with  a  view  to  such  objects.  But  was 
there  a  single  locality,  ten  miles  square,  in  our  whole  domain, 
which  was  not  susceptible  of  some  inrprovemenl.''  How  was 
this  to  be  known  but  from  surveys?  Those  who  considered 
this  as  an  improper  appropriation,  ought  to  resist  the  annual 
bill  which  was  introduced  into  the  house  for  works  of  internal 
improvement;  in  which  works,  he  thanked  God,  that  the  nation 
still  spent  millions  every  year,  in  spite  of  all  theories.  W^as  it 
not  a  sacred  duly  to  apply  the  wealth  and  means  of  the  coun- 
try in  rendering  this  country  a  more  fit  residence  for  our  poste- 
rity? Every  dollar  thus  expended  was  a  debt  laid  upon  poste- 
rity, and  would  be  by  them  duly  appreciated.  Had  not  the  God 
of  Heaven  given  us  our  country  to  be  improved,  and  what  was 
the  tendency  of  the  contrary  system?  It  led  us  back  to  the  sa- 
vage state!  It  brought  back  our  population  to  the  state  ol  the 
hunter.  He  it  was  that  was  the  greatest  adversary  of  internal 
improvements." 

Madawaska.  From  the  Boston  Courier.  The  people  living 
in  the  disputed  territory,  are,  it  appears  In  rather  a  singular  po- 
sition, belonging  to  no  nation  and  yet  claimed  by  two.  Under 
such  circumstances  they  had  belter  "lake  the  responsibility" 
of  setting  up  for  themselves,  or  remove  themselves  and  their 
deposiles  to  some  other  place.  The  following  is  from  the  Ken- 
nebec Journal. 

Madawaska.  We  learn  that  the  inhabitants  of  Madawaska 
have  been  taxed  by  the  British  govornnient,  and  the  tax  has 
been  collected  with  much  rigor,  that  the  British  hold  undisturb- 
ed possession  and  have  built  a  court  house;  that  the  inhabitants 
are  snfi'ering  much  from  want,  their  crops  having  been  scanty 
the  last  season.  As  the  town  had  been  incorporated  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Maine,  and  the  inhabitants  assured  of  the  protection  of 
the  United  States,  they  prepared  a  memorial  to  our  government 
asking  assistance  and  protection,  which  was  signed  by  a  number, 
but  subsequently  seized  and  destroyed  by  the  British  authori- 
ties. They  have,  however,  sent  otr  a  delegate  to  see  governor 
Dunlap,  and  ask  the  assistance  of  the  state.  This  delegate  we 
learn  has  been  to  Brunswick,  where  the|governor  now  is,  and 
obtained  a.n  order  on  the  trea*nrer  for  a  small  sum  of  money. 
The  authority  of  the  governor  to  do  this  may  be  questioned,  but 
we  are  not  inclined  to  urge  that  point  in  this  case.    Wc  have 
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Statistics.  The  army  of  the  United  States,  as  now  consti- 
tuted, consists  of  dragoons  363;  artillery  1,778;  infantry  3,225; 
unattached  soldiers  and  recruits  678 — total  6,054. 

Militia,  according  to  late  returns,  1,346,116. 

Navy.  Vessels  in  couiuiissioii,  1  ship  of  the  line,  3  frigates, 
15  sloops  of  war  and  6  schooners.  In  ordinary  6  ships  of  the 
line,  6  frigates.  At  the  dillereut  depots,  have  heen  delivered 
frames  of  live  oak  for  four  ships  of  the  line,  7  frigates  and  4 
sloops.  Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  frames  of  1  ship  of 
the  line  and  1  sloop  of  war.  \l 

Valley  Forge.  We  look  a  glance,  a  few  days  since,  at 
V  alley  Forge.  It  is  an  interesting  spot.  What  with  the  re- 
raa  ins  of  the  ancient  fortification  on  the  hill  top — the  charming 
vie    w,  from  that  elevation,  of  the  smooth,  winding  Schuylkill — 


not  seen  the  delegate,  but  gather  the  foregoing  statement  from 
{J<ose  who  conversed  with  iiim.  We  weree  told  many  years 
ago  iJiat  if  gen.  Jackson  could  be  elected  president  we  should 
soon  Ijave  our  territory  secured;  but  instead  of  tliis  we  first  find 
him  requesting  the  governor  of  Ntw  Brunswick  lo  jiardon  and 
release  from  prison,  upon  condition  of  not  rcpeuting  the  offence 
against  his  British  majesty,  certain  persons  of  Madawaska  who 
had  been  guilty  of  the  heinous  crime  of  proceeding  to  incorpo- 
rate the  town  in  pursuance  of  a  special  law  of  the  state  of  Maine. 
Next  we  find  him  trying  to  get  tlie  Dutchman's  award  accepted; 
and  this  being  stopped  by  the  senate,  we  have  another  decree 
requiring  the  legislature  of  Maine  to  bargain  away  the  territory 
lor"'an  ample  iiideuinily"  in  land  or  money,  in  secret  session; 
and  now  we  find  the  British  government  taxing  the  inliabiiants 
and  using  his  lull  auihoiity  as  over  any  part  of  New  Brunswick; 
while  our  government,  state  and  national,  looks  on  with  ap- 
parent unconcern. 

Barbarism.  There  were  confined,  in  a  room  14  by  16  feet 
square,  in  the  jail  in  this  city,  on  one  of  the  hottest  days  of  last 
week,  13  persons  committed  for  the  crime  ol  not  being  able  to 
pay  their  debts.  The  whole  number  confined  in  jail  Ibrdebl, 
on  Friday  last,  was  33.  The  number  imprisoned  for  cricne  un- 
der sentence  of  the  law,  or  committed  for  trial  is  28,  all  of 
whom  are  confined  in  eight  small  cells.  The  whole  number 
confined  for  debt  and  crime  is  61,  among  whom  are  four  colored 
persons.    These  facts  need  no  commentary. 

IProvidence  Journal. 

American  presidents.  George  Washington  was  born  22d 
February  1732.  He  lived  at  Mount  Vernon,  Fairfax  county, 
Virginia;  was  elected  president  of  the  United  States  in  1789  at 
the  age  of  57  years,  and  died  December  14th,  1799,  67  years 
of  age. 

John  Adams  was  born  16th  October,  1735.  He  lived  at  Q.uin- 
cy,  Norfolk  county,  Massachusetts;  was  elected  president  of 
the  United  States  in  1797,  at  the  age  62;  and  died  July  4th, 
1826,  at  6  o'clock  P.  M.  almost  90  years  of  age. 

Thonias  JefiTerson  was  born  in  Chesterfield  county,  2d  April, 
1743.  He  lived  at  Monticello,  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  was 
elected  president  of  the  United  States  in  1801,  at  the  age  of  58 
years,  and  died  on  the  4tli  July,  1826,  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  He 
was  85  years  of  age. 

James  Madison  was  born  1756.  He  lived  at  Montpelier, 
Orange  county  Virginia,  was  elected  president  of  the  United 
States  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  53  years.  He  still  lives  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health,  at  Montpelier,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

Janoes  Monroe  was  born  1758.  He  lived  in  Loudon  county, 
Virginia,  was  elected  president  of  the  United  Stales  in  1817, 
aged  59.     He  died  in  New  York,  July  4th,  1831,  at  the  age  of  73. 

John  Q.uincy  Adams  was  born  July  11,  1767.  He  lives  at 
Q,«incy,  Norfolk  county,  Massachusetts;  was  elecf^d  president 
of  the  United  States,  9th  February,  1825,  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, at  the  age  of  58  years. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1767.  He 
lived  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  was  elected  president  of  the  U. 
States  in  1828,  at  the  age  o(  61  and  re  elected  1832. 

Boston,  Jdne  25.  We  believe  there  were  never  so  many  of  our 
national  vessels  at  any  one  navy  yard,  as  there  are  at  the  present 
moment  at  Charlestown.  Here  are  no  less  than  four  74s,  three 
frigates,  and  two  sloops  of  war.  The  Vermont  and  Virginia  74s, 
together  with  the  Cumberland  frigate,  under  cover  on  the  stocks; 
the  Columbus  and  Independence  74s,  together  with  the  Boston 
sloop  of  war,  under  cover  at  the  wharf  or  in  the  stream;  the 
Potomac  frigate,  recently  arrived,  dismantling  and  about  to  be 
taken  into  dock;  Old  Ironsides,  just  out  of  dock,  rebuilt  and  re- 
fitting; and  tlie  Erie  sloop  of  war,  captain  Percival,  preparing 
for  a  cruise,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea,  in  the  stream.  The  three 
vessels  have  been  upon  the  stocks  from  eight  and  ten  to  a 
dozen  years,  one  of  them  perhaps  longer;  are  in  excellent  pre- 
servation, and  might  all,  probably,  in  case  of  need,  be  launched 
in  sixty  or  ninety  days.  The  74s  are  pierced  for  102  guns.  The 
Potomac  and  Cumberland  frigates  for 62,  and  Old  Ironsides  for 
54 — this  is  the  only  difference  between  them,  arising  from  the 
two  former  having  four  guns  more  on  each  side  in  their  waist; 
neither  of  the  frigates,  however,  in  these  "piping  times  of 
peace,"  carry  more  than  50  guns.  The  Boston  sloop  of  war  is 
of  the  largest  class,  mounting  24  medium  guns.  The  Erie 
mounts  22.  These  nine  vessels  are  pierced  for,  and  capable  of 
mounting,  upwards  of  600,  guns,  it  being  equal  or  nearly  equal 
to  one  quarter  part  of  our  whole  navy  [Gazette. 


the  neat  firm  houses— the  fields  ripening  to  the  harvest— the 
towering  hills  rising  in  the  distance,  and  the  little  village  with 
its  factories  just  at  hand  below— all  combine  to  afiord  one  of 
Ihe  richest  landscape's  in  our  picturesque  country. 

But  the  factories.  Alas!  the  stillness  of  death  reigns  there. 
The  murmuring  of  the  water  as  it  runs  to  waste  over  the  dauj, 
is  all  that  remains  to  greet  the  ear,  vvliich  was  formerly  ainjost 
stunned  by  the  clang  of  ihe  forge  hammer—  the  rattling  of  looms 
—the  whiz  of  ten  tliousand  spindles,  and  the  whistle  and  song 
of  the  artisan  as  he  plied  his  daily  task.  1'lie  factories  aie  all 
stopped— the  hands  are  dispersed;  and  have  been  compelled  to 
wander  to  and  fro,  to  find  work,  or  to  beg,  or  steal,  to  support 
existence. 

This  derangement  of  business,  even  if  speedily  resumed,  is 
attended  with  very  serious  lose,  both  to  the  employer  and  the 
employed — besides  the  gloom  and  anxiety  consequent  upon  tho 
breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  large  families  of  poor  operatives. 
Hut  there  is  no  prospect  that  business  will  be  s[)eedily  resumed. 
The  contemplation  of  the  future  is  no  less  gloomy  than  the 
present. 

Such  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  mad  "experiment.^' 

[West  Chester  ffliig. 

Social  intercourse.  We  should  make  il  a  principle  to  ex- 
tend the  hand  of  fellowship  to  every  man  who  discharges  faith- 
fully his  duties  and  maintains  good  order — who  manifests  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  general  society — whose  deport- 
ment is  upright,  and  whose  mind  is  intelligent,  without  stop- 
ping to  ascertain  whether  he  swings  a  hammer  or  draws  a 
thread.  There  is  nothing  so  distant  from  all  natural  rule  and 
natural  claim  as  the  reluctant,  the  backward  sympathy- the 
forced  smile— the  checked  conversation— the  hesitating  com- 
pliance—the  weil-oflT  are  too  apt  to  manifest  to  those  a  little 
down;  with  whom,  in  comparison  of  intellect  and  principles  of 
virtue,  they  frequently  sink  into  insignificance. 

[Daniel  Webster, 

A  Baltimore  clipper.  The  most  remarkable  instance  of 
rapid  sailing  recorded,  is  probably  the  case  of  the  brig  John  Gil- 
pin, of  Baltimore,  a  thorough  clipper  of  course,  which  vessel 
left  Baltimore  about  two  years  since,  and  arrived  in  Batavia 
after  a  passage  of  82  days — proceeded  from  thence  to  Canton  in 
11  days — from  Canton  to  Manilla  in  5  days — from  Manilla 
through  the  straits  of  Sunda,  round  south  of  New  Holland,  to 
latitude  48  or  50  degrees  to  Valparaiso,  in  85  days — and  from 
Valparaiso  to  Lima,  in  6  days  and  17  hours — making  an  aggre- 
gate distance  of  34,920  miles  in  189  days  17  hours — averaging  a 
fraction  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  three  miles  per  day. 
We  have  Ihe  above  from  an  authentic  source  and  incredible  aa 
it  may  appear,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  correct.        [Bost.  Jour. 

Canada.  Number  of  emigrants  arrived  since  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  this  year  to  the  lllh  July,  at  noon: — 

From  Ensiland 4,869 

"     Ireland 15,213 

"     Scotland 1,771 

"    Lower  Ports , !214 

Total,  22,067 

Number  arrived  to  corresponding  date  last  year 13,594 

Excess,  8,47S 

Population  of  Great  Britain.  There  has  just  been  print- 
ed in  two  volumes  folio,  an  "Enumeration  Abstract"  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Great  Britain  for  1831,  made  from  the  returns  and 
answers  forwarded  from  each  parish  inEngland  and  Scotland, 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  parliament. 

Population  of  England  and  Wales,  from  the  year  1700  to  the 
year  1830,  including  the  army  and  navy,  alid  merchant  seamen. 
1700—5,134,516        1750—6,039,648        1800—  9,l&7,l-;6 
1710—5,066,337        1770—7,227,586        1810—10,407^56 
1720-5,345,351         1780—7,814,827        1820—11,957,565 
1730—5,687,993        1790—8,540,738        1830—13,840,851 
1740—5,829,705 
The  population  of  Ireland  amounted  to  7,767,401. 
The  increase  of  Great  Britain  since  1801,  has  always  been 
about  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  comparative  proportion  of  families  stands  as  follows  in 
centesimal  parts 

Trade,  S(c.     Others.  Total. 

44  21  100 

46  31  100 

42  30  100 

Thus  trade  and  manufactures  appear  to  have  somewhat  in  • 
creased  between  1811  and  1821,  agriculture  to  have  somewhat 
declined;  but  between  1821  and  1831,  the  proportion  of  families 
employed  in  trade  receded  from  46  to  42  per  cent,  and  the  aTi- 
cultural  population  from  33  to  28  per  cent. 

Summary  of  Great  Britain. 
1801  1811  1821  1831 

England,  8,."^31,434      9,551,888      11,251,437      13,191,005 

Wales,  541,.546  611,788  717,438  806  182 

Scotland,         1,599,061       1,805,588        2,093,4.56        2,365!ll4 
Army,  navy,       470,598         640,530  319,300  277,017 

10,942,646     13,609,864      14,391,631       1 6,539,:?!  8 


Great  Britai 


,Bgriculture. 

C  1811—35 
n  \  1821—33 

(  1831—28 
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National  debt  of  Great  Britain.  The  national  debt  of 
Great  Britain  in  Maicli,  1834,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  millions,  five  limidred  and  sixty-five  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  sterling — wincli  Kum  in 
Spanish  dollars  auiounls  to  three  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four  millions,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 
Viz: 

Funded  debt, £751 ,658,883 

Unftinded  debt, 27,906,900 

£779,565,783 

Charges  on  funded  debt, 27,789,116 

Charges  on  unfunded  debt, » 779,769 


£808,127,688 

The  decrease  in  the  debt  between  the  years  1815  and  1834, 
amounts  to  sixty-four  millions,  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  thou- 
sand, and  fifty-seven  pounds  sterling. 

The  Baltiraore  American  observes. — The  taxation  of  Great 
Britain  for  1833,  we  have  not  seeo  stated,  but  for  1832, — of 
which  official  accounts  have  been  published, — it  amounted  to 
£51,504,912 — about  two  hundred  and  seventeen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

According  to  the  average  prices  of  wheat  and  gold  for  that 
year,  the  equivalent  for  this  amount  of  taxation,  in  those  me- 
dia, was  13,227,580  ounces  of  gold,  or  17,558,492  quarters  of 
wheat. 

A  comparison  of  these  several  values  with  their  correspond- 
ing items  in  the  years  of  higher  nominal  taxation — during  the 
wars  with  Napoleon — will  furnish  some  data  for  interesting 
speculation  to  political  economists  It  will  be  shown  that  when 
the  money  rate  of  taxation  was  at  the  highest,  the  equivalents 
in  gold  and  wheat  did  not  increase  in  proportion,  but  some- 
times were  actually  less  than  at  the  present  time  of  peace. — In 
the  great  war  year  of  1812,  the  annual  taxation  was  nominally 
£71,056,590 — nearly  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
during  the  year  1832.  The  equivalents  in  gold  were  12,343,941 
ounces,  and  in  quarters  of  wheat  11,585,297,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  only  126,000  ounces  of  gold  for  £20,000,000  sterling, 
and  an  actual  decrease  of  nearly  six  millions  of  quarters  of 
wheat. 

These  items  are  worthy  of  study  as  parts  of  tlie  history  of 
the  all  absorbing  question  of  the  currency. 


The  rage  of  the  grand  duke  had  vented  itself  in  furious  impre- 
cations, and  all  present  trembled  for  the  consequences.  Halt, 
he  exclaimed,  and  ordered  a  pyramid  of  twelve  muskets  with 
fixed  bayoiK^s,  to  be  erected.  The  order  was  instantly  obeyed. 
The  officer,  who  had  by  this  time  subdued  the  reslivcness  of 
his  horse,  was  ordered  to  leap  the  pyramid — and  the  spirited 
hor.-e  bore  his  rid<;r  safely  over  it. 

Without  an  interval  of  delay,  the  officer  was  commanded  to    . 
repeat  the  fearful  leap,  and  to  the  amazement  of  all  present,  the 
noble  horse  and  his  brave  rider  stood  in  safety  on  the  other  side 
of  the  pyramid. 

The  grand  duke,  exasperated  at  finding  himself  thus  thjs'arted 
in  his  barbarous  purpose,  repealed  the  order  for  a  third  time. 
A  general,  who  happened  to  be  present,  now  stepped  forward 
and  interceded  for  the  pardon  of  the  officer;  observing  that  the 
horse  was  exhausted,  and  that  tlie  enforcement  of  the  order 
would  be  to  doom  bolii  horse  and  rider  to  a  horrible  death. 

This  humane  reniAnstrance  was  not  only  disregarded,  but  was 
punished  by  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  general  who  had  thus 
presumed  to  rebel. 

The  word  of  command  was  given,  and  horse  and  rider  for  the 
third  lime  cleared  the  glittering  bayonets. 

Rendered  furious,  by  these  repeated  disappointments,  the 
grand  duke  exclaimed  for  the  fourth  time — -'To  the  left  about! 
— forward!"  The  command  was  obeyed,  and  the  fourth  lime 
the  horse  leaped  the  pyramid,  and  then  with  his  rider,  dropped 
down  exhausted. 

The  officer  extricated  himself  from  the  saddle,  and  rose  un- 
hurt, but  the  horse  had  both  his  fore  legs  broken. 

The  countenance  of  the  officer  was  deadly  palR,  his  eyes 
stared  wildly,  and  his  knees  shook  under  him. 

A  deathly  silence  prevailed  as  he  advanced  to  the  grand  duke; 
and  laying  his  sword  at  his  highness'  feet,  he  thanked  him,  in  a 
faultering  voice,  for  the  honor  he  enjoyed  in  the  emperor's  ser- 
vice. 

"I  take  back  your  sword,"  i?aid  the  grand  duke,  "and  are  yoij 
not  aware  of  what  may  be  the  consequence  of  this  undutiful 
conduct  towards  me." 

The  officer  was  sent  to  the  guard  house.  He  subsequently 
disappeared,  and  no  trace  of  him  could  be  discovered. 

This  scene  took  place  at  St.  Peiersburgh,  and  the  facts  are 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  creditable  eye  witnesses.* 


Spain.  At  Madrid  affairs  were  by  no  means  tranquil.  The 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  are  indignant  at  the  queen  for  hav- 
ing sent  an  army  into  Portugal.  The  cortes  is  to  assemble  on 
the  24th  of  July.  The  Carlists  continue  engaged  in  hostilities 
to  the  government.  Zumalacaraguy,  their  general,  is  repre- 
sented as  a  man  of  ferocious  temper.  Colonel  O'Donnel,  the 
81)11  of  the  count  D'Abisnal,  having  fallen  into  his  hands,  the 
following  is  given  as  the  dialogue  which  occurred  between  him 
and  the  Carlist  general's  aid  de  camp,  before  his  execution: 

"Aid  de  camp:  My  general  desires  me  to  ofTer  you  not  only 
quarter,  but  a  continuation  of  your  present  rank  with  a  certaiir 
command,  if  you  will  swear  fidelity  to  the  king,  Don  Carlos  V. 
"O'Donnel:  I  cannot  be  a  traitor  to  my  honor,  I  have  sworn 
fidelity  to  the  queen,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  represented  by  the 
cortes.     1  have  no  other  sovereign  than  those. 

"Aid  de  camp:  Reflect  well  on  what  you  say,  colonel — the 
death  of  an  officer  like  yourself  will  be  pitiful. 
"O'Donnel:  To  die  for  my  country,  is  to  die  for  immortality. 
"Aid  de  camp:  And  what  shall  I  say  to  my  general? 
"O'Donnel:  That  I  will  give  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  my 
release,  but  if  that  release  is  to  be  effected  at  the  cost  of  a  per- 
jured oath,  I  would  rather  die  a  thousand  times  than  take  it. 

"In  consequence  of  this  obstinacy,  O'Dormel  was  ordered  to 
be  shot.  He  marched  with  calmness  and  serenity  to  the  around, 
exhorting  the  soldiers  who  were  to  suffer  death  wiih  him  to  bear 
their  fate  like  men,  and  exclaimed  at  the  moment  the  word 
'fire'  was  given— 'We  die  in  defence  of  the  queen  and  the  rights 
of  the  nation.'" 

Poland  under  Russia.  The  following  passage  from  a  work 
entitled  "Poland  under  the  dominion  of  Russia,"  written  by  a 
German  in  the  Russo-Polish  service  at  Warsaw,  and  lately  re- 
printed here  with  notes  and  introductory  matter  by  J.  S.  Szy- 
manski,  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  cruel  tyranny 
anainst  which  the  Poles  revolted.  It  may  be  added  that  the 
interesting  work  above  mentioned  contains  many  other  scarce- 
ly less  atrocious  examples  of  the  barbarity  of  the  monster,  in 
whose  hands  the  absolute  power  was  left  in  defiance  of  the  most 
solemn  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  government. 

The  officers  as  well  as  sub-officers  of  the  Russian  horse  guards 
are  subjected  to  the  most  rigorous  discipline,  and  are  requested 
t)  execute  on  horseback,  all  the  manoeuvres  of  a  theatrical 
equestrian. 

One  day  nn  officer  of  the  lancer  guard  was  going  through  his 
exercise  before  the  grand  duke.  He  had  performed  all  the  usual 
evolutions  in  the  most  satisfactory  way,  until  at  full  gallop  he 
was  suddenly  ordered  to  turn — his  horse  proved  restive  and  re- 
fused to  obey  either  bridle  or  spur. 

Tlie  command  was  repeated  in  a  thundering  voice,  and  the 
officer  renewed  his  eflforts  to  make  the  horse  obey  it;  but  with- 
out effect,  for  the  fiery  animal  continued  to  prance  about  in  de- 
fiance of  his  rider,  who  was  nevertheless  an  excellent  bqrse- 


Sheet  iron  gigs.  These  gigs  are  continuing  to  grow  as  ra- 
pidly numerous  as  they  are  increasing  in  public  estimation.  A 
very  beautifully  fitted  up  one  was  this  week  finished  by  Messrs. 
Reid  and  Hanna,  and  Messrs.  Walker,  for  the  Paisley  canal. 
Two  others  are  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness  for  Dublin;  and 
several  others,  for  various  canals,  are  also  in  preparation. 
This  business  of  gig  making  has  extended  to  Johnstone,  also, 
where  there  are  six  or  seven  of  them  getting  forward  for  vari- 
ous canals  both  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  Steam  coaches  will 
find  in  these  gigs  most  powerful  competitors  to  contend  with. 
The  increase  of  trade  on  all  the  canals  on  which  they  have 
been  introduced  is  astonishing.  The  bustle  at  the  basin  here 
and  at  port  Englingtcm  by  the  hourly  departure  is  quite  enliven- 
ing, and  we  understand  the  travelling  by  the  Forth  and  Clyde 
canal  is  increasing  in  a  most  astonishing  degree.  Indeed,  from 
the  speed  they  have  attained,  and  the  low  price  charged  to 
Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Alloa,  &c.  no  other  result  could  be  ex- 
pected. [Paisley  Adv. 

The  earth.  In  a  recent  and  able  memoir  on  the  fhermome- 
trical  stale  of  the  globe,  M.  Arago  maintains  these  propositions. 
\s\,.  The  earth  was  at  one  time  fluid.  2d.  The  cause  of  that 
fluidity  was  fire.  3d.  At  the  origin  of  all  things,  the  earth  was 
probably  incandescent,  and  even  now  contains  a  large  portion 
of  its  primitive  heat.  4th.  In  two  thousand  years,  the  general 
temperature  of  the  mass  of  the  earth  has  not  cooled  the  tenth 
part  of  a  degree,  and  the  demonstration  of  this  proposition  is 
derived  from  the  orbit  of  the  moon.  Arago  contends  that  the 
surface  of  the  globe  has  cooled  down  to  such  an  extent  as 
scarcely  to  preserve  a  trace  of  its  primitive  temperature,  though 
it  is  true  that,  at  certain  depths,  the  original  heat  is  still  prodi- 
gious. At  the  surface  all  the  changes  are  reduced  to  almost 
the  one-thirlieth  part  of  a  deoree.  Kat.  Gai, 
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both  inclusive. 

great    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

It  is  evident,  as  we  have  staled  before,  that  a  deep  drtermi- 
nation  exists  on  the  part  of  a  very  large  and  influential  party  in 
England  lo  reduce  the  revenues  of  the  church  of  England,  and 
not  a  few  disposed  to  sever  the  connection  between  chirrch  and 


*An  anecdote  within  oirr  knowledge  will  exenrplify  this. 
Constanline  one  day  on  parade,  for  some  freak  of  fancy,  order- 
ed a  cavalry  officer  to  advance  in  lull  charge  upon  the  spot 
where  he  himself  was  standing;  the  officer  obeyed,  and  putting 
spurs  to  his  horse,  galloped  full  upon  the  grand  duke,  arrd  drew 
up  his  horse  only  a  yard  from  his  person;  "Why  do  you  stop 
Without  my  orders'."  thundered  out  the  duke;  "I  arrest  you  for 
disobedience;  away  with  him  to  the  guard  house!"  A  week's 
imprisonment  was  the  man'i«  reward  for  having  restrained  from 
trampling  this  reptile  under  his  hoxse'd  feet. 
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state.  Ear!  Grey,  it  is  true,  is  pledged  to  suslairi  it,  and  will 
doubtless  do  so  as  long  as  lie  can;  but  ever  since  tlie  repeal  of 
the  test  oatli  in  1838,  the  toiies  have  been  growinj;  weaker, 
whilst  on  tlie  other  hand  every  succeeding  day  lias  added  new 
strength  to  the  liberal  party. 

A  bill  had  passed  parliament  by  a  majority  of  174,  to  autho- 
rise dissenters  to  receive  university  honors. 

Don  Carlos,  his  family  and  suile  who  arrived  on  ihe  IBtli 
June  and  landed  at  I'orlsmouth  inayaelit,  which  had  been  des- 
patched from  liis  majesiy's  ship  the  Doticfiril,  to  t«;ceive  him. 
And  earl  Grey  had  intimated  the  intention  ofgovernmeiit  to  re- 
ceive and  treat  liiui  while  he  remained  there  as  a  prince  of  the 
blood  of  Spain. 

A  public  «linner  was  to  have  been  given  to  tlie  patriot  general 
Mina,  in  London,  on  the  25th  June,  in  anticipation  of  his  return 
to  Spain,  where  it  is  understood  lie  will  occupy  an  important 
post  under  government.  Joseph  Donaparte  had  requested  that 
his  name  might  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

The  John  Bull  severely  censures  lord  Palmerston  for  recog- 
nising the  American  charge  des  affaires,  in  place  of  a  minister 
plenipotentiary.  It  views  the  reception  of  an  inferior  grade  to 
that  of  their  minister  in  this  country  as  an  indignity,  and  con- 
cludes, it  is  thus  that  the  "empire  is  to  go  to  rack  and  ruin." 

A  tremendous  hail  storm  had  passed  over  Brighton  and  its 
vicinity;  upwards  of  700  panes  of  glass  were  demolished  in  the 
king's  palace  and  500  in  the  stables.  The  damage  to  glass  in 
the  dome  aJone  was  estimated  at  from  3  to  £4,000. 

Charles  X  it  is  said  has  sent  to  Don  Carlos  a  check  on  a 
London  banker  for  a  million  of  francs,  (£40,000). 

Mr.  Spring  Rice,  the  new  colonial  secretary,  having,  of 
course,  resigned  his  seat  in  parliament  on  coming  into  the  mi- 
nistry, has  been  returned  again  from  Cambridge;  but  by  a  very 
small  majority,  although  every  eff'ort  was  made  by  the  friends 
of  the  ministry  and  his  success  was  considered  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  them.  The  present  position  of  ministers  is  consider- 
ed weak,  and  the  tenure  by  which  they  iiold  office,  tlie  unwil- 
liiigoess  of  others  to  take  their  places. 

Considerable  business  had  been  done  In  cloths,  but  at  losing 
prices. 

The  cholera  has  made  its  appearance  in  Dublia  and  its  vici- 
nity, the  neighborhood  of  Kingston  and  Black  Rock,  Ireland. 

The  total  number  of  persons  who  have  emigrated  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  at  Londoaderry,  this  season,  to  America,  is 
§,054,  and  it  was  supposed  that  a  thousand  more  would  be  ad- 
ded to  that  number  during  the  season. 

A  very  interesting  despatch  had  been  received  from  captain 
Back,  of  the  arctic  land  expedition,  dated  at  Fort  Reliance, 
Biluated  in  latitude  62  deg.  48  min.  15  sec.  N.  and  longitude  109 
deg.  10  min.  W.;  the  variation  of  the  needle  being  25 -deg.  41 
fiiin.  E.;  at  which  place  he  had  fixed  liis  winter  quarters. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  in  Paris  were  going  on  and  hopes  were  enler- 
tained  that  M.  Lafitte,  Salverte,Chardel,  Barrotand  other  liber- 
als would  be  returned  to  the  chambers. 

The  Monilear  contained  a  royal  ordinance,  by  which  30,000 
men  are  called  into  active  service,  as  authorised  by  the  law  of 
May  last. 

M.  St.  ^mand,  editor  of  the  Progressifde  PAube,  had  been 
condemned  to  three  months  imprisoHment  and  a  fine  of  2,000 
ftancs,  for  an  article  instigating  the  people  to  overthrow  and 
change  the  governiuefi^,. 

SPAIN. 

Considerable  alarm  prevailed  at  Madrid  on  the  11th  June,  in 
4;onsequeuce  of  the  supposed  near  approach  of  the  cholera,  and 
the  court  and  the  isinisters  were  flocking  in  from  Aranjuez,  as 
it  is  intended  to  include  that  site  within  the  line  beyond  which 
communication  with  the  capital  is  to  be  suspended. 

A  Mr.  Delaval  has  been  appointed  Spanish  charge  d'affaires 
io  the  emperor  of  Brazil. 

The  Russian  ambassador  was  about  to  quit  Madrid  to  return 
io  his  sovereign;  so  that  aftefliis  departure  neither  of  the  three 
northern  powers  will  be  re>)re£«rnted  at  the  court  of  Madrid. 

Baron  Rothschild  had  advanced  20  millions  of  francs  as  a 
loan  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  he  was  to  be  honored 
with  the  title  of  royal  banker  to  the  queen  of  Spain. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  between  the  commanders  of  the 
iPedroite  and  Miguel  forces,  requiring  that  Don  Miguel  should 
send  to  the  head  quarters  of  Don  Pedro,  a  declaration  that  he 
would  never  interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  public  af- 
fairs of  Portugal  and  its  dominions,  and  also  the  name  of  a  per- 
son (or  persons)  charged  to  deliver  up  the  jewels  of  the  crown 
and  valuables  belonging  to  the  public  treasury,  or  of  private 
persons  and  corporations,  which  were  in  the  possession  of  Don 
Miguel,  the  following  notes  were  received  in  reply: 

To  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  above  marshals,  the  duke  of 
Terceira  and  Conde  de  Saldanha,  in  the  name  of  the  govern- 
ment I  declare  that  I  will  never  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  the  political  affairs  of  these  kingdoms  and  their  dominions. 

MIGUEL. 

Palace  of  Evora,  May  29. 

Confiding  in  the  zeal,  ability  and  good  services  of  Jose  Luiz 
de  Rocha,  I  appoint  him  procurator  of  my  household  and  of  all 
my  personal  property,  giving  him  the  most  ample  powers,  and 
ordering  to  separate  from  the  jewels  belonging  to  it  those  which 
appertain  to  the  crown  of  these  kingdoms,  that  they  may  be  de- 
livered up  as  has  been  determined.  MIGUEL. 

Evora,  May  27. 


The  amnesty  granted  by  the  government,  which  we  published 
in  page  351,  produced  a  very  disagreeable  sensation  among  the 
niiihinking  part  of  the  community,  which  was  fed  in  a  variety 
of  ways  liy  a  few  disappointed  placemen,  who  thought  it  was  a 
capital  o|)portuiiily  to  oust  the  prtsent  ministry  and  get  into 
their  [ilaces.  It  is  but  loo  true,  however,  that  about  32  deluded 
beings,  .seduc(;d  by  four  individuals,  attempted  to  disturb  the 
harmony  and  unanimous  palriolic  feeling  which  prevailed  at 
the  opera  on  the  eveiiin!^  of  the  27ih,  when  the  queen,  the  re- 
gent, and  the  duchess  t)f  Bragaiiza  had  gone  in  state  to  the  royal 
box,  by  crying  out  "Death  to  Don  Mmuel— death  to  the  iicurp- 
er!"  upon  wliieh  Don  Pedro  got  up  and  addressed  the  audience 
to  the  following  effect:  "Genllemen,  it  is  not  right  that  thequiat 
enjoyment  of  this  respectable  assemlilage  should  be  disturbed 
by  such  a  rabl)le,  to  whom  1  say,  respect  the  laws,  or  they  will 
make  you  respect  them;"  at  the  conclusion  of  this  the  whole 
house  cried  out,  amidst  the  wavings  of  handkerchiefs,  "Long 
live  the  emperor,"  "Long  live  the  liberator  of  the  country'." 
The  performance  went  on,  and  the  house  was  perfectly  quiet, 
but  when  the  royal  family  got  into  their  carriage,  about  24  out 
of  the  32  rioters  cried  out  as  it  passed  along,  "Death  to  Don  Mi- 
guel," "No  amnesty,"  "Down  with  the  ministers!" 

Duiiiig  10  niiniiles  after  this  time,  M.  Silva  Carvalho,  the  mi- 
nister, kept  walking  up  and  down  the  entrance  hall  of  the  thea- 
tre in  the  midst  of  all  the  people,  and  unattended,  without  any 
one  saying  a  single  thing:  he  then  got  into  his  carriage,  and  then 
the  same  numberof  ab()Ut23or24  went  after  him  crying  "Death 
to  Silva  Carvalho!"  upon  which  he  immediately  ordered  his 
driver  to  stop,  and  addressed  them  thus — "1  am  Jose  da  Silv  a 
Carvalho,  wliat  do  you  want  of  me — speak  out!"  hut  the  fellows 
were  so  overawed  by  it,  that  they  all  sneaked  ofi',  and  he  con- 
tinued to  go  on.  Of  course  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  thi» 
business,  and  things  continue  as  quiet  as  they  were  heretofore, 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  the  rioters  did  not  find  the  public 
feeling  as  they  expected. 

Don  Miguel  was  to  have  embarked  at  Sines  on  the  1st  June. 
He  was  accompanied  by  48  individuals,  who  are  said,  for  the 
most  part,  to  be  a  set  of  men  whose  acts  of  cruelly  could  not 
escape  the  popular  fury  if  they  were  to  l)e  met  in  the  streets. 
These  it  is  supposed  will  be  abandoned  by  Don  Miguel  who  will 
keep  the  sum  allowed  him   by  the  government  for  his  own  use. 

The  following  decree  abolishing  convents,  monasteries,  &c. 
was  promuluated  from  the  royal  palace  on  tlie  28th  May: 

Art.  1.  All  convents,  monasteries,  colleges,  hospices,  estab- 
lishments whatsoever  of  monks  of  the  regular  orders  in  Portu- 
gal, Algarves,  the  adjacent  islands  and  Portuguese  dominions, 
whatever  may  be  tluMr  denomination,  institution,  and  rules,  are 
henceforth  extinguished. 

II.  All  the  estates  of  these  convents,  &c.,  are  incorporated 
with  tlie  national  domains. 

III.  The  sacred  utensils  and  ornaments  employed  in  the  di- 
vine service  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  respective  ordina- 
ries, to  be  distributed,  among  the  churches  of  their  diocesaea 
which  have  most  need  of  tiieni. 

IV.  Each  of  the  monks  of  the  snppresed  convents,  &c.  shall 
receive  an  annual  pension  for  his  support,  unless  he  receive  an 
equal  or  greater  income  from  a  benefice  or  public  employment. 
The  following  are  excepted: — 

(a)  Those  who  took  up  arms  against  the  legitimate  throne^ 
or  against  the  national  liberty. 

(b)  Those  who  abused  their  ministry,  in  the  confessional  or 
the  pulpit,  in  favor  of  the  usurpation. 

(c)  Those  who  accepted  benefices  or  public  employment* 
from  the  government  of  the  usurper, 

(d)  Those  who  denounced  or  directly  persecuted  their  fellow 
citizens  for  their  fidelity  to  the  legitimate  throne  and  the  con- 
stitutional charter. 

(e)  Those  who  accompanied  the  troops  of  the  usurper. 

(f)  Those  who  on  the  rc-establishment  of  the  authority  of 
the  queen,  or  since,  in  the  districts  in  which  they  resided, 
abandoned  their  convents,  monasteries,  &.c. 

V.  All  laws  and  ordinances  to  the  contrary  are  abolished. 
The  minister  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  and  justice  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  decree. 

Don  PEDRO,  Duke  of  Braganza, 
JOAaUIM   ANTONIO   D'AGUIAR. 
Palace  das  Kecessidades,  May  28. 

BELGIUM. 

Jerome  Bonaparte,  who  has  been  for  some  time  past  residing 
at  Brussels,  has  recently  been  officially  given  to  understand 
that  his  residence  in  that  capital  is  no  longer  expedient. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Sydney  papers  had  been  received  at  London  to  the  8th  Feb- 
ruary. 8,000  persons  had  arrived  at  the  colony  during  the  paat 
year,  o  which  2,500  were  free  emigrants.  Disorder  and  riot 
continued  among  the  convict  population,  17  of  whom  were 
awailinir  tlieir  trials  for  murder.  The  population  of  the  colony 
was  91,000,  that  of  Sydney  16,000.  Total  revenue  to  the  crown 
last  year  £164,000. 

STILL   LATER. 

From  London  papers  to  the  24<A  June  and  French  papers  to  the 
'2,5th,  inclusive. 

GREAT   BRITAIN   AND   IRELAND. 

A  great  meeting  of  the  Protestants*  of  Ireland  wni  to  have 
been  held  in  Dublin  in  the  first  week  of  July,  for  the  purpose  of 


*The  word  "Protestant,"  as  used  in  Ireland,  means  only  the 
members  of  the  church  of  England. 
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taking  the  state  of  the  cliureh  into  consideration.     The  meet-  I 
ing,  says  the  notice  cailinj^  it,  "will  be  attended  with  ciicuni- I 
stances  of  sucli  a  cliaracter  as  must  insure  the  attendance  of  | 
gentlemen  of  the  most  remote  provinces  in  the  l^ingdom;  that 
sul>jects  will   be  discussed  and   resohrtions  adopted,  st-ritinients 
uttered  and  spealiers  present  themselves  calculated  to  inspire 
hope,"  &c. 

Disturbances  still  continue  in  Ireland.  AtClonmel  the  Clog- 
heen  carts,  laden  with  flour,  were  a  second  time  attacked,  and 
ten  sacks  forcibly  taken  away,  near  the  turnpike  gale,  in  the 
county  of  Waierford.  The  military  and  pnlice  went  in)me- 
dialely  to  the  scene  of  attack,  and  returned  with  the  i^'ale  keep- 
er in  custody,  having  found  a  pari  of  the  flour  in  the  gate  house. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  had  teriniiialod,and,so  fiiras  results  are  known, 
highly  favorable  to  the  royal  party.  Of  320  deputies  elected,  27U 
are  in  favor  of  the  reigning  administration. 

The  duchess  of  Berri  has  renfiunced  tiie  guardianship  of  her 
■children,  on  the  requisition  of  Charles  X. 

Of  the  54,000,000  hectares,  contained  in  the  entire  superfices 
x>{  France,  14,500,000  are  sown  witli  corn  of  diflerent  kinds, 
making,  upon  an  average,  one  acre  for  each  inhabitant.  The 
average  produce  of  the  whole  is  ]67,27  1 ,000  hectolitres;  after 
deducting  the  grain  used  for  distilleries,  (or  the  food  of  do- 
mestic animals,  and  what  is  lost  in  being  conveyed  from  one 
place  to  another,  or  destroyed  by  insects,  fermentation  and  other 
accidents,  182  killogrammes  of  alimentary  matter,  equal  to  one 
pound  of  bread  a  day,  remains  for  each  inliabilanl.  Hut  as,  in 
this  calculation,  there  are  only  sixty-two  killogrammes  of  wheat, 
■it  results  that  France  does  not  grow  a  sufficiency  of  iliis  grain 
for  all  her  inhabitants,  who  are  consequently  obliged  to  sujiply 
the  deficiency  with  other  grain. 

The  court  of  peers,  since  its  creation,  has  issued  upwards  of 
400  warrants  of  arrest.  There  have  been  9G0  arrests  in  Paris 
and  the  Banlieue,  and  between  1,150  and  1,200  in  Lyons,  since 
the  late  insurrection.    All  the  prisons  of  the  latter  place  are  full. 

A  Dantzic  timber  merchant  is  gone  to  Poland,  to  purchase 
large  quantities  of  timber.  Orders  have  been  received  for  2.000 
wooden  houses  to  be  taken  to  pieces  and  embarked  at  Dantzic 
for  Toulon,  and  thence  to  Algiers,  to  be  employed  in  building  a 
new  town  or  suburb.  The  entire  stock  of  zinc  here,  (Berlin), 
«ven  that  which  has  just  arrived,  has  been  bought  up  at  a  liigb 
price  for  the  Russian  government. 

ITEM.S. 
Mr.  Caldwell,  who  had  undertaken  to  supply  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  with  gas,  has  already  laid  upwards  of  two  miles  of 
pipes.  The  tank  or  gasometer,  now  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, is  said  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  work.  It  is  of  cast  iron, 
and  measures  5  feet  in  (■liameter.  It  will  contain  147,000  gal- 
lons of  water.  It  is  supposed  that  the  manufacture  of  tras  for 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  alone,  will  consume  annually  300,000 
barrels  of  Pittsburgh  coal. 

The  national  deblof  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  March  of  the 
present  year,  to£779,565,783— equal  to  3,464,736,702  dollars. 

An  official  list  of  steamboats  on  the  western  waters,  on  the 
1st  January,  1834,  gives  the  whole  number  at  234,  whose  aggre- 
gate amount  of  tonnage  is  equal  to  39,000  tons;  they  have  cost 
three  millions  of  dollars.  The  total  yearly  expense  of  running 
them  is /our  miZ/ions  and  a  half.  Sixty-six  l)oats  went  out  of 
service  during  1831,  '32  and  '33 — of  these,  15  were  abandoned 
as  unfit^for  service;  7  were  lost  by  ice;  15  were  burnt;  24  snag- 
ged; and  5  destroyed  by  being  struck  by  other  boats:  thus  51 
were  lost  by  accidents.  The  investment  in  these  boats  is  now 
decidedly  unprofitable;  the  business  ia  over-done,  and  though 
of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  they 
are  loo  often  the  ruin  of  their  owners.     IMoore^s  Price  Current. 

The  Ohio  company  for  importing  cattle,  have  made  some  va- 
lualrlc  purchases  in  England,  especially  of  the  Durham  and 
Yorkshire  breeds.     For  one  animal,  150  guineas  was  paid. 

The  Boston  Transcript  says — "We  present  our  readers  with 
an  instructive  table  of  causes  of  fires  for  the  last  five  years: 
CandlesJ carelessly  used,  16;  incendiaries,  50;  stoves,  funnebs 
and  furnaces,  19;  fire  carelessly  left,  16;  unknown,  &c.  115; 
ashes  in  wooden  vessels,  12;  sparks  from  chimneys  on  wooden 
buildings,  4.3;  defective  chimneys  and  hearths,  33;  boiling  over 
of  oil,  spirits,  tar,  &c.  17;  spontaneous  combustion,  10;  tinder 
box,l;  friction  on  machinery,  1;  hot  blower  put  in  closet,  1 — 
total,  334;  false  alarms,  200.  Wliole  number  of  turn  outs  dur- 
ing the  same  time,  534;  fires  out  o(  the  city,  68;  loss  in  the 
city  $417,390,  insured,  ^117,588." 

By  an  oflicial  return,  made  to  the  government  of  Sweden, 
by  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  170,000  distillers  in  the  kiimdom;  that  the  ardent 
spirit  made  by  tliem,  amounted  to  45,000,000  (tf  gallons,  consum- 
ed by  about  3,000,000  of  people,  equal  to  fifteen  gallons  to  each 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  nation.  The  report  states  that 
unless  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  stay  the  evil,  the  nation 
must  be  destroyed. 

Died,  in  Rowan  county,  N.  C.  Mr.  Henry  Sleii^hter,  a  native 
of  Hc'sse  Cassel,  Germany,  83.     There  vveri;  two  siriKins  [reeii 
liarilies  about  him.     Me   never  had   but  one  tooth,  and  had  no 
j)e.rspiialory  organs.     The  first  deficiency  exempted  him  Irom 
iJiij  lootki  aiche,  and  the  latter  from  frequent  catarrhal  affections. 


But  in  very  warm  weather,  the  inability  to  sweat,  compelled 
him  to  resort  to  frequent  effusion?  of  cold  water,  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  that  heat  which,  in  all  other  men,  is  carried  ofi'by  perspi- 
ration. 

A  company  (says  the  Baltimore  American)  has  been  organiz- 
ed and  is  actively  engaged  in  making  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  establish  a  jiajier  manufactory  in  South  Carolina.  The 
Slock  had  all  been  sold,  and  an  agent  appointed  to  purchase,  at 
the  north,  the  necessary  machinery.  The  buildings  were  erect- 
ed immediately,  ami  it  is  expected  that  every  thing  will  be  rea- 
dy to  commence  work  in  the  course  of  five  months. 

Tlie  site  is  about  sixteen  miles  from  Augusta,  in  Edgefield  dis- 
trict (S.  C.)  at  a  place  (;alled  Vaucluse,  where  there  is  also  in 
progress  a  cotton  manufactory  upon  a  larae  scale,  which  will 
soon  b(^  in  operation.  The  Charleston  and  Hamburgh  rail  road 
passes  near  the  spot,  and  most  of  the  rail  roads  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina, in  progress  or  projected,  point  in  that  direction. 
The  attention  of  the  people  has  recently  been  actively  turned 
towards  developing  the  resources  of  the  countiy  by  internal  im- 
provements, and  employing  the  valuable  water  power  which  it 
contains,  for  manufacturing  purposes.  They  liave  shown  a 
very  laudable  spirit  of  enterprise  and  perseverance  that  deserves 
ample  success. 

Some  gentlemen  recently  called  to  see  Mr.  Pew,-  of  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.  who  will  be  102  years  of  age  on  the  3d  of  August 
insl,  but  were  disappointed,  as  he  was  engaged  in  hoeing  some 
distance  from  homel 

On  the  17ih  June,  the  young  men  of  Ipswich,  (Masa.)  gave  a 
collation,  at  Treadvvell's  hotel,  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the 
revolution,  resident  in  that  town.  The  following  are  the  names 
and  ages  of  those  present,  viz: 

Jabez  Farley  80,  John  How  Boardinan,  80,  Abraham  Perkins 
87,  Solomon  Colman  84,  William  Kinsnran  81,  Sam'l  Lancaster 
77,  Jeremiah  Ross  79,  Nathaniel  Treadwell  84.  [The  above 
were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill;  the  following  in  various  other 
battles:]  William  Rutherford  78,  Nathaniel  Heard  70,  Henry 
Russell  76,  Ebenezer  Lord  94,  Benjamin  Glazier  71.  Nathan 
Fellows  91 ,  major  Woodbury  76,  John  Biiriibam  79,  William  F. 
Andrews  72,  Lemuel  Pearson  71,  Daniel  Smith  79,  Thomas 
Spiller  78,  Mo.-^es  Caldwell  82,  John  O'Brien  88,  Thomas  Kim- 
ball 73,  Nathaniel  Fuller  74,  Nathaniel  Dutch  82,  Daniel  Rosa 
77,  John  Soward  93,  Robert  Lord  84,  Aaron  Lord  76. 

There  being  present  3  over  90  years  old,  9  over  80,  and  the 
youngest  70. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  six  other  revolutionary  veterans 
in  town,  the  oldest  being  92  years  of  age. 

The  dry  rota()pears  to  have  made  great  raviiges  in  the  British 
navy — of  18  frigates  built  in  1814,  the  average  duration  was  but 
three  years.  From  1823  to  1833,  £9,000,000  was  expended  in 
repairing  and  building;  and  the  Benbow,  which  cost  £45,000, 
was  broken  up  in  consequence  of  the  dry  rot,  in  five  years  after 
she  was  first  laid  upon  the  stocks.  She  never  went  to  sea. 
The  rot  does  not  appear  to  have  the  same  eflfect  in  this  country. 
The  Pennsylvania,  the  largest  vessel  in  the  world,  says  the 
Pennsylvania  Inquirer  and  Courier,  has  been  nearly  ready  to 
launch  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard,  for  about  ten  years,  if  we 
remember  right,  and  her  limbers  are  as  sound  at  this  moment, 
as  they  were  at  the  time  they  were  put  together.  Would  it  not 
be  well  for  the  English  government  to  try  a  few  FflnAee  frigates. 
We  can  furnish  them  at  a  moderate  rate,  and  no  doubt  the  ship- 
wrights would  be  willing  to  insure  them  for  ten  or  twenty  years, 
or  so. 

A  large  number  of  vessels  continued  to  be  wrecked,  and  a 
vast  amount  of  property  is  lost  on  the  Florida  reafs.  East  Flo- 
rida, might,  perhaps,  be  easily  separated  from  the  main  land,  if 
an  entrance  could  be  made  from  the  gulf  stream  by  a  small 
canal — but  what  would  become  of  it.-"  Would  it  not  be  dispers- 
ed and  deposited  on  the  Bahama  banks.'' 

Very  rich  coal  mines  have  been  discovered  in  Greece;  the 
working  of  them  has  been  commenced.  Two  of  Ihe  beds  of  Iho 
coal  are  near  cape  Sunium,  and  Ihc  other  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gaslini. 

The  "Washington  Reporter"  says — A  copper  coin,  (a  cent), 
was  recently  dug  up  in  a  gaiden  in  this  place  which  bears  a 
curious  relation  to  a  part  of  our  American  history.  It  has  on 
one  side  a  head  of  George  III.  and  the  words  "Georgiiis  III. 
Rex"  around  the  edge.  On  Ihe  opposite  side,  are  represented 
the  coats  of  arms  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Virginia 
quartered,  and  on  the  edge,  are  the  word  and  figures  "Virginia, 
1773." 

The  following  historical  facts  are  here  distinctly  referred  to. 
During  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  the  colony  of  Virginia  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  his  authority  and  declared  itself  indepen- 
dent. Shortly  after  finding  that  Cromwell  threatened  to  send 
a  fl(?et  and  army  to  reduce  Virginia  to  subjection,  and  fearing 
the  ability  of  this  feeble  state  to  withstand  this  force,  sent  over, 
ill  a  small  ship,  a  messenger  to  Charles  II.  then  an  exile  at 
Brefia  in  Flanders.  Charles  accepted  Ihe  invitation  to  come 
over  and  be  king  of  Virginia,  and  was  on  Iht;  eve  of  <'mbarking 
for  Virginia,  when  he  was  recalled  to  the  throne  of  England. 
As  soon  as  he  was  restored  to  the  crown  of  Eni;laiid,  in  gra- 
titude for  the  loyalty  of  Virginia,  he  caiiseil  her  coat  ofarin*,  to 
be  quartered  with  those  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as 
an  indejiendent  member  of  the   empire.    The  above  coin   is 
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clearly  confirmatory  of  these  facts.    Hence  the  oiigin  of  the 
phrase  "Old  Dominion"  frequently  applied  to  Virginia. 

MAGNIFICENT  DONATION. 

It  is  remembered,  no  doubt,  by  our  readers,  that  Mr.  Rich, 
formerly  American  consul  at  Malai^a,  and  now  proprietor  of  a 
large  book  e!■labli^llment  in  London,  was  some  time  since  ap- 
plied to  lor  a  list  of  the  principal  pul)lic  libraries  in  each  state 
ot  the  union.  The  object  was  to  piesent  to  each,  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  a  splendid  collection  of  volumes 
from  the  record  commission  at  London.  These  works,  valued 
at  £300,  and  all  in  (idio  and  bound,  have  arrived.  We  have 
been  highly  gratified  with  the  inspection  of  those  received  by 
the  New  Yoik  Society  Library,  where  the  public  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  this  literary  curiosity  on  applying  to  Mr. 
Forbes,  the  librarian. 

Among  the  works  included  in  this  munificent  donation,,  are 
several  very  ancient  records  of  such  extreme  rarity  and  value 
that  they  are  seldom  or  never  met  with  in  circulation,  though 
their  titles  and  the  general  nature  of  their  contents  are  familiar 
to  most  persons.     Of  these,  the  most  curious,  perhaps,  is 

1.  The  celebrated  Doomsdaij  Book,  in  4  volumes,  whose  cogno- 
men from  its  singularity  every  person  almost  has  heard  of.  It 
is  the  greatest  survey  of  all  (he  estates  and  census  of  all  the 
land  holders  of  England  from  feudal  lord  to  collared  vassal,  mi- 
nutely particularizing  the  names  of  each  and  the  inventory  of 
their  property.  It  was  made  by  order  of  William  the  conquer- 
or soon  after  his  arrival,  and  was  intended,  no  doubt,  as  a  clas- 
pification  of  his  Saxon  and  Norman  subjects,  or  rather  a  con- 
firmation of  titles  to  those  whose  estates  were  not  confiscated, 
and  a  division  among  his  Norman  followers  of  such  spoils  as  he 
had  plundered.  In  this  remarkable  and  antique  book,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  Stales,  as  most  of  us  are  of  English  de- 
scent, may  trace  out  the  early  glimmerings  of  their  genealogy 
and  family  pedigree— whether  of  Saxon,  Danish  or  Norman  ex- 
traction. 

2.  Rymer's  Foedera,  6  volumes,  folio;  as  its  name  implies, 
comprises  all  the  diplomacy  and  foreign  relations  of  Great  Bri- 
tain from  the  time  of  the  conquest,  treaties,  bulls,  letters,  &c. 
Rymer,  the  celebrated  antiquarian,  who  collected  these  valua- 
ble materials  and  published  then)  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  was  distinguished  among  the  men  of  letters  of  that 
time.  He  was  permitted  by  the  then  king  free  access  to  all  the 
public  archives,  &c. 

3.  The  Statutes  of  Great  Britain,  in  9  volumes. 

4.  The  Public  Rolls,  several  volumes. 

5.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  11  volumes. 

6.  Writs  of  Chancery,  in  5  volumes,  including  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  &c. 

7.  Pailiamentary  Writs. 

8.  A  large  number  of  Church  Records. 

9.  Catalogues  in  folio  of  the  Harleian  manuscripts  and  of  the 
Cottonian  and  Lnnsdoune  colleclions;  several  volumes. 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  upon  the  liberality  of 
the  motives  which  prompted  to  this  truly  ma<jnificent  acquisi- 
tion. It  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  the  British  government. 
The  New  "York  Society  Library,  among  its  excellent  and  rare 
works,  amounting  to  22,000  volum«s,  possess  in  this  association 
the  most  precious  body  of  historical  materials  for  reference  and 
Tesearcli  which  can  be  any  where  found  within  the  same  corn- 
pass.  Though  not  of  any  apparent  obvious  utility,  their  value 
as  legal  and  ecclesiastical  records  and  authentic  historical  data 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  estimate.  [iV.  Y.  Com,  Ad. 

GREAT   BUILDINGS. 

The  following  is  a  description,  from  the  New  York  Courier, 
•of  the  Astor  Hotel,  now  erecting  in  Broadway. 

We  embrace  this  as  a  proper  occasion  to  give  some  particu- 
lars of  the  plan  of  this  immense  edifice.  Its  site  is  on  the 
wesu-rly  side  of  Broadway,  opposite  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  park — on  which  street  its  length  will  be  201  feet  and  1  inch, 
i.  e.  the  whole  extent  between  tiie  parallel  streets,  Barclay  on 
the  north,  and  Vesey  on  the  south.  In  breadth  it  will  reach 
westwardly  on  Barclay  street,  146  feet  six  inches,  and  on  Ve- 
sey, 154  feet.  In  the  centre  will  be  a  court  yard  105  feet  long, 
by  76 -broad.  It  will  be  six  stories  high,  measuring  77  feet  to 
the  top  of  the  cornice.  The  three  fronts  will  be  built  entirely  of 
blue  Q.uincy  granite.  The  lower  story  will  be  12  feet  high  in 
the  clear,  and,  excP|iling  the  large  central  entrance  on  Broad- 
way, and  a  private  enlrance  in  each  of  the  other  fronts,  will 
consi^it  of  store?.  Tlio^e  on  Broad  w;;y  will  be  45  feet  deep,  ex- 
tending back  to,  anil  recHJvinjr  lialit  in  the  rear  from  the  court- 
yard. Those  on  the  other  streets  will  be  only  28  feet  deep — 
the  space  between  them  and  the  conrt  yard  being  designed 
for  baths  and  housekeepers'  rooms.  Back  of  the  court  yard, 
and  completing  the  fourth  side  of  the  square,  is  a  space  of  105 
feet  in  length,  by  about  21  in  breadth,  the  two  lower  stories  of 
which  are  to  be  converted  into  washing  rooms,  kitchens,  &c. 

According  to  the  plan,  the  principal  floor  of  the  hotel  is  over 
the  stores.  The  Broadway  entrance  is  by  a  recess  porch  37 
feet  wide,  the  floor  of  which  is  two  feet  above  the  street  — tin; 
wall  above  being  supported  by  two  doric  columns  towards  the 
centre,  and  two  anta  at  tiie  outride  angles.  From  this  porch  a 
fiiirht  of  steps  of  four  feet,  h'ad.-;  to  the  principal  door  openin<: 
i.iito  a  vestibule,  from  vvliich  another  flight  of  steps  of  eight  ffet 
&ii  each  side,  leads  to  ijje  £n  trance  hall,  which  is  41  feet  by  34, 


and  embellished  with  8  marble  ionic  columns.  Crossing  this, 
is  a  long  passage  dividing  lengthwise  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Broadway  building,  and  between  which  pas>age  and  front,  the 
space  is  cut  up  into  drawing  rooms— those  on  the  two  corners 
being  public,  the  one  for  ladies  and  the  other  for  gentlemen. 
Back  ol  the  same  passage  are  two  spacious  a|».irlnienit^  ol  equal 
size,  one  on  each  side  of  the  enlrance  hall — that  on  Ihe  north 
being  intended  for  a  bar  room,  and  the  (tiher  for  a  reading-room. 
Outside  of,  and  adjacent  to,  these,  as  well  as  to  the  long  pas- 
sage above  mentioned,  are  the  two  princi|de  siaiicas<;s  leading 
to  the  top  of  the  building.  West  of  Ihe  north  staircase,  Iho 
whole  area  of  the  part  Ironting  on  Barclay  street  is  designed  tor 
a  dining  room,  being  100  feet  long  by  40  broad,  lighted  by  win- 
dows on  botli  sides,  and  calculated  to  dine  300  persons  at  once. 
The  part  fronting  on  Vesey  street  is  divided  lengthwise  by  a 
passage  leading  Irom  the  long  passage  through  a  series  of  pri- 
vate parlors  and  chajnbers,  to  a  ladies'  dining  room,  46  feet  by 
34,  in  the  south-west  angle  of  the  building. 

The  divisions  of  the  upper  stories  will  coirespond  generally 
with  those  of  the  second  floor.  The  hotel  will  contain  about 
320  apartments  in  all — of  which  about  270  are  designed  for 
lodging  rooms;  and  the  remainder  chiefly  for  parlors.  'J'he  cost 
of  the  whole  will  probably  be  from  two  hundred  and  sixty,  to 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

New  York  Custom  House.  We  perceive  by  the  N.  Y.  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,  that  preparations  are  being  made  for  the 
erection  of  the  New  York  Custom  House  on  Wall,  Pine  and 
Nassau  streets.  It  will  be  an  immense  building,  every  way 
worthy  of  the  first  commercial  city  on  these  shores.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  this  magnificent  edifice,  that  is  to  be,  is 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce: 

"It  is  to  be  177  feet  long,  and  89  feet  wide,  and  the  form  and 
order  of  the  building  to  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Parthenon  of 
Athens.  It  is  to  stand  on  a  basement  story,  ascended  by  19 
steps  from  Wall  street,  and  six  steps  on  Pine  street.  There 
are  to  be  eight  Grecian  doric  columns  at  each  front,  and  fifteen 
columns  and  ants  on  each  side  attached  to  the  walls.  There 
is  also  to  be  a  second  row  of  six  smaller  columns  back  of  and 
parallel  with  the  main  front,  leaving  a  space  of  ten  feet  be- 
tween the  two  rows;  and  nine  feet  between  the  inner  row  and 
the  front  wall  of  the  building.  Back  of  the  two  extreme  co- 
lumns of  the  inner  row  there  are  to  be  two  anlae,  and  six  antse 
attached  to  the  walls  of  the  rear  front,  leaving  a  space  of  eight 
feet  and  a  half  between  the  columns  and  the  antag.  There  will 
thus  be  twenty-four  outside  columns,  five  feet  eight  inches  di- 
ameter at  the  bottom,  and  thirty-two  feet  high,  including  the 
capital,  and  eighteen  antae  on  the  two  sides,  of  the  same  height, 
five  (eet  wide,  and  three  feet  nine  inches  projection  from  the 
wals.  The  six  inner  columns  of  the  main  front  will  be  four 
feet  eight  inches  diameter  at  bottom,  and  the  antae  to  corres- 
pond. The  building  is  to  be  two  stories  high,  except  the  great 
business  hall,  part  of  which  is  to  be  vaulted  as  high  as  the  roof 
will  permit,  and  its  centre  finished  with  a  dome  sixty  two  feet 
iti  diameter.  This  hall  will  occupy  the  centre  of  the  building, 
and  will  be  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long,  leaving  a  small 
vestibule  at  each  end  to  enter  from.  It  is  to  be  seventy-seven 
feet  wide  in  the  centre  fart,  which  is  a  circle  of  seventy  feet 
diameter,  with  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  room  extending 
beyond  its  circumference  to  these  dimensions;  and  the  four 
parts  so  extended  beyond  the  circle  are  thirty-three  and  a  half 
feel  wide,  leaving  six  rooms  and  three  circular  stair  cases  in 
the  four  corners,  the  two  largest  rooms  to  be  twenty-four  by 
twenty-one  feet  each,  besides  a  square  staircase  in  the  rear, 
and  three  vaults  for  papers  at  the  two  ends  of  each  vestibule. 
The  same  division  of  the  room  is  made  in  the  second  story. 
Nearly  all  same  number,  shape,  and  sizes  of  rooms  are  had 
in  the  basement,  as  above  in  the  other  stories,  leaving  all  the 
area  of  the  same  shape  and  size  as  the  great  hall  immediately 
about  it;  with  tlie  addition  of  sixteen  fluted  doric  columns  to 
support  the  vaulting  and  the  pavement  under  the  dome  of  the 
great  hall. 

NANTUCKET-^THE  WHALE  FISHERY. 

Nantucket  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  the  birth  place  and 
cradle  of  the  American  whale  fishery.  Even  before  the  island 
was  colonized  by  the  whites,  this  fishery  was  carried  on  by  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Whales  in  large  numbers  frequented 
the  shoals  by  which  the  island  is  surrounded,  and  the  natives 
with  their  bark  canoes,  and  bone  harpoons,  pusued  and  took 
them.  The  while  settlers,  imitated  their  example;  and  the 
fishery  was  first  carried  on  by  boats,  and  was  confined  to  the  ad- 
jacent waters.  The  wholes  were  unable  to  withstand  the  arts 
and  activity  of  their  new  enemies,  and  at  lencth  deserted  these 
shores.  It  then  became  necessary  to  pursue  tlienj  to  their  new 
retreats.  Already,  before  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
the  Nantucket  whalemen  had  doubled  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope 
and  Horn,  and  their  daring  navigation  and  adventurous  spirit 
drew  from  Burke  that  famous  eulogium  to  be  found  in  his 
spf'f'ch  on  conciliation  with  America. 

The  business  was  almost  ruined  by  the  war.  Many  of  those 
who  had  been  engaged  in  it,  took  refuge  in  Franse,  where  they 
were  patronised  by  the  sovprnment,  and  where  some  of  their 
descendants  may  still  be  found.     After  the  peace,  however,  the 

fi.vhery   revived,  and  was  prosecuted  with  good  success till  a 

new  war  with  Great  Britain,  again  reduced  it  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.  After  the  peace,  however,  it  revived  again; — but  the  bu- 
siness was  now  divided  and  Nantucket  found  a  rival  in  New 
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Bedford.  Other  towns  have  since  entered  upon  the  fishery— 
though  Nantucket  with  all  its  disadvantages  is  t^till  able  to  main- 
tain the  second  rank.  New  Bedford  has  175  whale  shi[K-,  a"d 
Naulueket  75.  New  London— where  tlie  tir-hery  has  aiven  a 
new  impulse  to  .hU;Mner:s  and  industry — has  t'oily  ships,  Sag 
Harbor,  or  Long  Island,  20  or  30.  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island,  l.as 
15  whale  ships,  Warren,  atiout  a  dozen,  and  Newport,  four  or 
five.  Some  vessels  have  been  titled  out,  by  emigrains  from  Nan- 
tucket, at  Hudson  and  Pou'ihkecpsie,- and  the  eastern  towns 
Plymouth,  Gloucester  and  Newi)uryport,  have  lately  entered 
upon  the  business.  There  are,  in  the  whole,  75,000  tons  of 
American  shipping  engaged   in  this  employment. 

'i'he  whale  fishery  is  divided  into  two  distinct  branches.  One 
set  of  vessels  pursue  the  right  whale.  These  vessels  are  fitted 
out  for  a  cruise  of  nine  mcmths,  or  a  year.  The  right  w4ia4e  is 
found  only  upon  soundings.  The  vessels  which  pursue  him, 
first  make  for  the  Brazil  banks— which  resemble  in  some  re- 
spects the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  stretch,  for  a  great  ex- 
tent, off  the  coast  of  Brazil.  Then  the  whalers  stand  away  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  cruise  in  the  Indian  ocean  and 
about  the  island  of  Madagascar.  It  is  the  right  whale  which 
furnishes  the  whalebone.  The  oil  however  is  much  less  valua- 
ble, than  that  of  the  sperm  whale;  it  is  worth  from  six  to  ten 
dollars  a  barrel.  It  is  hardly  fit  to  burn,  but  is  employed  to  oil 
machinery,  &.c.     A  large  part  of  it  is  exported. 

The  ships  which  pursue  the  sperm  whale,  are  fitted  out  for  a 
three  years  cruise.  The  whale  they  take,  is  found  only  in  deep 
water.  After  making  the  western  islands,  where  they  frequent- 
ly find  some  game,  they  stretch  away  for  Cape  Horn  and  purse 
their  prey  through  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  oil  of  the  sperm 
whale  contains  the  substance  called  spermaceli — from  which 
the  spermaceti  candles  are  made.  The  head  matter,  is  particu- 
larly rich  in  this  substance.  The  spermaceti  pays  for  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacture,  so  that  the  oil  as  it  comes  from  the  whale 
is  of  about  the  same  value  with  the  same  quantity  of  manufiic- 
tured  oil.  It  is  worth  from  twenty  to  thirty  doHars  per  barrel. 
The  decks  of  the  whale  ships  are  provided  with  great  iron 
kettles  set  in  brickwork,  and  the  oil  is  separated  from  the  blub- 
ber by  heat,  the  scraps  from  which  the  oil  has  already  been  tried 
furnishing  an  excellent  fuel. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  crews  receive  no  wages,  but  instead, 
they  have  what  i*  called  a  lay — that  is,  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  oil.  Those  who  are  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  fitting  out 
the  vessel  have  of  course  the  larger  portion  of  the  pioceeds.  The 
masters,  mates  and  boat-sleerers,  have  a  share  adequate  to 
their  skill  and  responsibility,  the  old  whaler  is  paid  for  his  ex- 
perience, while  the  green  hands  draw  a  share  proportionate  to 
their  services.  On  the  whole  a  good  deal  depends  on  chance — 
but  however  profitable  the  whale  fishery  may  be  to  those  who 
furnish  the  capital  and  fit  out  the  vessels,  it  does  not  appear  that 
either  the  officers  or  men,  are  much  better  paid  than  those  en- 
gaged ill  the  merchant  service.  [Boston  Jitlas. 
— — •►>©  ®  e<n'- 
THE  COAL  REGIONS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 
The  coal  regions  of  our  state  possess  much  interest  in  a  do- 
mestic, a  political,  and  a  scientific  point  of  view,  and  claim  the 
fostering  attention  of  all  who  delight  in  the  development  of  our 
natural  resources  of  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  enterpris- 
ing citizens. 

Pennsylvania  is  rich  in  her  minerals,  which  only  require  sci- 
entific investigation  and  persevering  industry  to  make  them 
available,  and  render  the  now  unconscious  possessor  indepen- 
dent. A  few  years  since  immense  and  inexhaustible  beds  of 
coal,  which  occupy  thousands  of  square  miles  of  our  territory, 
were  scarcely  known,  and  entirely  useless.  So  low  were  the 
Mauch  Chunck  mines  estimated  a  few  years  since,  previous  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Lehigh  navigation,  that  those  valuable 
beds,  from  which  123,000  tons  were  sent  to  market  during  the 
year  1833,  amounting,  at  Philadelphia,  to  more  than  ^600,000, 
was  leased  to  the  company  for  a  period  of  20  years,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  c«r  o/ Iwrfian  corn  rent,  annually.  The  geniijs  of 
science  exploring  these  waste  regions,  and  directing  the  im- 
provements for  transportation,  has  opened  the  most  valuable 
treasures,  and  peopled  our  dreary  mountains  with  thousands  of 
happy  beings. 

From  the  individual  enterprise  of  a  few  public  spirited  citi- 
zens, the  coal  trade  has  assumed  an  aspect  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  regard  to  individual  comfort,  state  commerce  and 
state  economy.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  of  some  con- 
sequence that  the  people  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
coal  interest,  as  it  is  intimately  connected  with  tlie  state  pros- 
perity. It  has  attracted  the  attention  of  our  legislatures,  and  at 
the  late  session  a  detailed  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Packer,  of 
the  senate,  from  which  we  condense  the  following  information, 
running  through  120  pages  of  the  Journal. 

[Bucks  County  Intelligencer . 
Two  species  of  coal  abound  in  our  state — the  anthracite  and 
bituminous.  The  anthracite,  so  fiir  as  actual  discoveries  have 
been  made,  appears  to  exist  in  three  distinct  or  separate  beds, 
bearing  to  each  other  a  striking  similitude  in  geographical  posi- 
tion, extent  of  era,  and  geological  character.  The  first,  or 
Mauch  Chunck,  Schuylkill,  and  Lykens  valley  coal  field;  the 
second,  (»r  Reaver  Meadow,  Shamokin  and  Mahonoy  coal  field; 
and  the  third,  on  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  coal  field. — 
These  beds  ii,vorage  about  65  miles  in  length  and  5  miles  in 
breadth.  Another  bed  is  suspected  to  lie  between  tin;  second 
and  third,  hut  has  not  been  sufficiently  explored;  which  like 
thousands  of  hidden  treasures  of  our  stato  might  rewatd  the  la- 


bor of  a  full  topographical  and  geological  survey  of  the  state? 
wliicii  has  been  so  frequently  urged  upon  the  attention  of  our 
legislature,  by  individuals  and  scientific  associations. 

First,  or  Munch  Chunck,  Schuylkill,  and  Lykens  Coal  Field, 
commences  near  the  Lehigh,  in  NorUiampton  county,  and  ex- 
tends through  the  heart  of  Scliuvlkill  county  to  Wioinisco 
creek,  emptying  into  the  Susqueliannah,  in  Dfiiiphin  county. 
The  red  shale  which  ap[iears  to  form  the  base  of  the  anthracite, 
and  form  a  regular  bordt^r  around  these  deposites,  continues  on 
eitiierside  of  the  VVieinisco  creek,  and  is  crossed  by  the  Sus- 
quehannah  above  Millersburg,  and  also  below  it,  between  the 
Wicinisco  and  Peter's  mountains.  A  vein  of  coal  has  also 
been  discovered  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  These  beds  are  con- 
sideied  of  the  same  stratum  and  species,  though  there  is  some 
diff"erence  in  the  appearance  of  their  texture  and  specific  gravi- 
ty—Mauch  Chunck  coal  being  1,494— the  Schuylkill,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  PottsviMe,  1,453;  and  the  Pine  Grove,"  Wicinisco  and 
Stony  creeks,  about  1,400,  The  latter  is  somewhat  more  in- 
fiammable. 

As  early  as  1790,  and  perhaps  before  that  period,  coal  was 
known  to  ab».und  at  or  near  the  place  now  called  Pottsville, 
and  at  Mauch  Chunck,  but  excited  little  attention,  and  was 
only  used  by  the  neighboring  blacksmiths,  until  some  enter- 
prising gentlemen  made  various  atten)pts  to  introduce  it,  for  a 
long  time  without  success.  The  mines  at  Mauch  Chunck 
were  partially  opened  prior  to  the  year  1800,  and  small  quanti- 
ties of  coal  taken  to  Philadelphia.  A  company  was  organised 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  business,  but  were  regarded 
by  the  public  as  visionary  enthusiasts,  and  some  of  them  were 
driven  from  the  stage  of  action;  others  persevered,  succeeded, 
and  yet  live  to  witness  the  complete  triumph  of  their  efforts, 
and  the  consummation  of  their  most  enthusiastic  predictions. 

In  1812,  col.  George  Shoemaker,  of  Pottsville,  loaded  nine 
wagons  with  coal,  at  the  Schuylkill  mines,  and  hauled  it  to 
Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  106  miles,  two  loads  of  which  he 
sold  for  cost  of  transportation,  to  Messrs.  Mellon  &  Bishop, 
who  agreed  to  try  it  in  their  rolling  mill,  in  Delaware  county, 
and  the  remaining  seven  wagon  loads  he  gave  away,  and  had 
some  difficulty  in  finding  persons  willing  to  take  it! 

In  the  year  1814,  the  hon.  Charles  Miner,  of  Wilkesbarre, 
with  that  public  spirit  and  persevering  energy  which  has 
marked  his  course  through  life,  with  a  few  personal  fi lends,  en- 
gaged in  this  then  perilous  traffic,  and  succeeded  in  taking  24 
tons  down  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  in  an  ark,  to  Philadelphia; 
having  first  hauled  it  over  a  rough  road  of  9  miles,  to  the  river; 
which  cost  him  al  the  city  fourteen  dollars  per  ton.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  difficulty  in  navigating  the  Lehigh,  at  that 
day,  and  the  consequent  expense  of  conveying  coal  to  tlie  city, 
Mr.  Miner  and  his  associates  had  so  far  succeeded  in  1814-15, 
in  introducing  the  article,  as  to  find  a  ready  demand  for  it,  and 
were  about  entering  upon  tlie  trade  entensively. — But  jicace 
came — our  ports  were  opened  to  foreign  commerce,  and  the 
coasting  trade  resumed — Liverpool  and  Kichmond  coal  came 
in  abundantly,  and  the  anthracite  full  far  below  the  cost  of 
transportation.  From  this  time,  tlie  coal  trade,  as  such  was 
abandoned;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  considerable  quan- 
tity of  coal  was  takeji  to  market,  eitlier  by  the  Lehigh  or 
Schuylkill,  until  1820,  when  the  LeJiigh  navigation  was  com- 
pleted by  the  present  company,  and  365  tons  were  delivered  al 
Philadelphia.  In  1821,  1,073  tons  were  brought  to  market.  In 
1822,  2,440  tons.  The  year  1820  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as 
the  era,  from  which  we  are  to  date  the  anthracite  coal  trade  of 
Pennsylvania — a  trade  which  during  the  past  year,  has  increase 
ed  to  nearly  600,000  tons,  and  amounts  to  about  three  milliona 
of  dollars.  l^Sm.  Daily  »dd. 

_„»ve  ®  ©<«*— 
POWER  OF  STEAM. 
The  following  singular  correspondence  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  natives  of  the  east,  and  the  government  of  India, 
relating  to  the  production  and  power  of  steam.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  principles  of  steam  power  are  remarkably  happy,  and 
its  character  is  well  described. 

From  the  Jlsiatic  Journal. 
correspondence  with  the   rajah  of  gwalior  respecting 

STEAM    engines. 

The  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  e,n- 
vernor  general  and  the  court  of  Gwalior,  on  the  subject  of  steam 
engines,  is  worthy  of  record.  In  March,  1833,  at  public  dubar, 
lord  William  Bentinck  received  the  following  application  fiom 
Shewbux  Roy,  "gomashta  of  Luckmeechund  and  RadliaUis- 
sen,"  at  Calcutta. 

"My  lord,  our  ScthLunne  Ram  has  heard  with  astonishment 
that  an  iron  boat  has  been  sent  out  from  Enghmd,  which  can 
swim  and  is  capable  of  being  navigated  from  Calcutta  to  Be- 
nares in  eight  days  and  against  the  stream.  He  desires  to  know 
how  such  things  can  be;  he  had  directed  u«  to  make  particular 
inquiries  into  such  an  unheard-of  piece  of  mechanism,  and  to 
ascertain  if  it  be  true  that  the  English  perform  such  pieces  of 
necromancy  through  the  auency  of  those  jins  or  devils,  who  in 
the  early  ages  of  the  world,  were  turned  into  smoke  and  put 
into  pots  by  the  learned  among  mankind,  and  taken  out  to  work 
for  their  masters  as  required.  Now  a?  we  know  the  real  truth 
of  these  matters,  which  those  of  Gwalior  do  not,  we  hope,  es- 
pecially as  it  will  be  pleasing  to  the  Gwalior  government,  that 
a  copy  or  epitome  of  the  iron  steamboat  may  be  given  to  us, 
that  we  may  send  it  to  Gwalior,  with  an  explanation,  showin!{ 
how  such  things  incredible  to  others  can  exist  through  the 
agency  of  the  British  knowledge  and  science." 
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This  application  was  answered  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Maciiagliien  oC  Setli  Lnnne  Ram,  expressed  the  governor  i;e- 
ueral'rf  ^(ratification  at  llie  desire  evinreil  by  the  applicant  to 
become  acquainled  with  tlu;  woiuicrs  ot'Eiiropfjan  scii;nc«;,  and 
promising  that  a  model  should  he  sent.  His  lordsluii  also  wrote 
directly  to  the  niaharaja'  Jiitikojeo  Rao  Siiidnia,  at  Gwalior,  re- 
ferririjj;  to  the  laudabh;  curiosity  evinced  by  that  prince,  when 
the  governor  general  v/as  at  Gwalior,  to  make  himself  acquaint- 
ed with  European  science,  and  ini-ludinK  a  short  account  of  tiie 
principle  of  the  steam  eniiinc,  with  some  drawings  of  .steam 
carriages;  the  former  which  is  si^ned  by  Mr.  Macnayihten,  gives 
so  clear,  at  the  same  time  so  familiar,  an  explanation  of  llie  en- 
gine, that  it  deserves  to  be  considered  as  a  curiosity. 

"His  bigness  wishes  to  know  how  an  inanimate  engine  can 
be  moved  without  the  application  of  animal  force.  I  will  de- 
scribe; just  as  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  the  motion  of  the 
limbs  of  an  animal  are  caused  and  carried  on  by  the  pulse  ofiiie 
of  the  heart,  so  the  motion  of  the  levers  and  revolution  of  the 
wheels  of  the  steam  engine  are  produced  by  the  action  of  a  pis- 
ton in  a  cylinder.  Now  the  pulse  of  an  animal  is  moved  by  the 
invisible  power  of  the  creation;  no  one  can  understand  it;  but 
the  motion  of  the  pi--<ton  is  caused  by  human  agency,  springing 
from  God  given  wisdom,  and  is  intelligible  to  every  one. 

"To  comprehend  the  means  by  vvhicli  the  piston  moves,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  do  two  thinss. 

"1st.  Put  a  pot,  half  full  of  water,  on  the  fire:  stop  up  the 
mouth  closely;  place  as  great  a  weight  on  it  as  it  will  bear,  still 
you  fiinl  that,  when  the  water  boils,  the  steam  produced  will 
force  off  the  lid  or  burst  the  vessel;  for,  know  that  one  ruttee 
of  water,  by  the  application  of  fire,  expands  to  1,700  ruttees  of 
steam,  and  how  is  this  to  be  contained  in  so  small  a  pot.'  From 
this  learn  the  force  of  steam;  for,  as  Sadi  says,  'love  and  musk 
cannot  be  concealed,'  so  it  is  certain,  that  steam  cannot  be  re- 
strained. 

"2d.  Wrap  some  wet  tow  round  the  top  of  a  ramrod,  so  as 
just  to  be  able  to  squeeze  it  into  the  barrel  of  a  gun;  force  it  to 
the  breach,  and  then  plug  up  the  touch  hole.  Well,  afterwards 
pull  out  the  rod  halfway,  let  it  go  for  a  moment,  and  see  with 
what  force  it  will  jump  back  to  the  breach! — What  is  the  cause 
©f  this?  Why  the  air  was  expelled  through  touch  hole,  and  that 
being  plugged  up,  no  fresh  air  is  admitted  as  the  air  tight  rod  is 
drawn  out;  so,  where  the  ramrod  was,  is  nothing,  not  even  air, 
which  pervades  every  place — a  vacuum  is  caused,  and  as  the  se- 
parated friend  cannot  bear  the  desolation  of  absence,  but  flies 
fo  his  beloved  home,  so  the  rod,  unable  to  endure  the  empti- 
ness of  vacuity,  rushes  back  into  its  chamber. 

^'These  are  the  two  agents  which  move  the  piston  in   the 
cylinder,  viz:  the  steam  is  the  raiser  and  the  vacuum  the  depres- 
sor, and,  by  their  opposing  impulse,  motion  is  communicated  to 
all  parts  of  the  machine:  for,  first,  a  fire  of  coals,  (a  stone  which 
is  found  in  the  hill  of  Burdwan,  and  burns  like  wood),  is  lighted; 
on  this  is  placed  a  cauldron  of  water  to  boil,  and,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cauldron  a  cylinder,  with  an  iron  rod  fitting  tightly  in  it. 
Thesteam  produced  by  th«  boiling  water  rushes  through  a  little 
valve,  (a  small  door  which  opens  and  shuts),  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cylinder,  and  raises  up  the  piston:  but  then,  as  the  piston 
raises,  the  space  it  leaves  is  filled  with  steam  and  a  vacuum  is 
required.     Now  I  mention  that  a   ruttee  of  water  when  con- 
verted into  steam,  would  fill  the  space  of  1,7U0  ruttees.     Yes, 
but  is  it  possible  to  reduce  the  steam   again  to  water.''    It  is; 
by  applying  cold  water  to  the  outside  of  the  cylinder,  it  im- 
mediately condenses,  and  there  is  consequently  one  ruttee  of 
water  and  1,699  ruttees,  of  empty  space,  that  is,  vacuum.     This 
is  just  what  we  wanted.     The  piston  like  the  ramrod,  instantly 
plumps  down:  again  the   stream  of  thesteam  forces  upon  the 
little  door  in  the  cylinder,  the  piston  flies  up,  thesteam  is  con- 
densed and  again  it  jumps  down,  and  so  on,  as  long  as  the  fire 
is  kept  up.  Now  the  lop  of  the  piston  is  fastened  to  a  moveable 
lever,  (sustained  by  a  pillar),  like  the  beam  of  a  pair  of  scales, 
to  the  other  end  of  which  is  fixed  a  large  wheel,  which,  in  its 
turn,  turns  others,  and  the  whole  apparatus  is  set  in  motion. 

"There  is  another  kind  of  steam  engine,  in  which  the  piston 
is  impelled  alternately  at  each  end  by  the  steam,  which  is  not 
condensed,  but  allowed  to  escape  into  the  air.  In  this  sort  no 
cold  water  is  required  but  a  greater  degree  of  heat. 

"To  explain  all  the  parts  of  the  machine  would  be  tedious. 
Briefly,  it  is  equally  applicable  to  land  or  water  carriages.  In 
the  picture  now  sent  his  highness  will  see  strings  of  thirty  car- 
riages drawn  along  by  one  engine,  up  hill  and  down  dale,  at 
the  rate  of  30  miles  an  hour.  The  wheels  tun  in  iron  grooves, 
for  by  this  contrivance  the  same  force  can  draw  twelve  times 
as  much  as  it  could  on  a  good  kunker  road.  In  this  way, 
hundreds  of  passengers  of  all  kinds,  animals  and  basgage  are 
drawn  along;  one  engine  draws  700  mannds,  and  the  whole  can 
be  stopped  by  a  child!  Every  day  new  improvements  are  mak- 
ing. 

"What  numberless  benefits  does  it  afford!  Food  and  clothing 
is  grpatly  diminished  in  price  by  the  expedition  and  cheapness 
of  the  carriage.  Horses  will  no  longer  be  required!  12,000,000 
horses  are  fed  in  Englanil,  and  each  eats  as  much  as  eight  men; 
so  the  country  will  sustain  80,000,000  more  men!  But  how 
wenderful  are  its  effects  by  water!  It  laughs  at  the  wind  and 
goegin  its  teeth  and  turns  whenever  the  captain  chooses,  by 
the  slightest  touch.  In  short  now  that  king  steam  has  asserted 
liis  authority,  the  reign  of  the  wind  is  cast  to  the  winds  and 
waves.  Communication,  which  was  formerly  stopped  for  weeks 
together  between  the  countries  of  Europe,  is  now  regularly  car- 
ried on  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the  weather. 


"It  impels  iron  as  well  as  wooden  boats:  and  an  iron  boat 
is  even  lighter  than  a  wooden  one  of  the  same  size,  since 
iron,  from  its  strength  and  nialhilnlily,  may  be  used  in  very 
thill  plates;  and  coiiacciucnlly  requires  a  less  depth  of  water 
to  float  in. 

"What  wonder  if  his  highness  should  set  out  in  his  steam 
carriag(!  at  day  break,  to  go  to  bathe  at  Agra,  or  pray  at  Bind- 
rabiiii,  and  be  back  at  Gwalior  by  noon!  Ii' an  iron  steamboat 
were:  laiiiiclu'd  uitoii  tlie  (Jhamliul,  at  the  jtroper  season,  it  might 
reach  Calcutta  in  week!  But  what  end  is  thereto  wonders.' 
Il  is  said,  'a  wise  man  is  not  astonished  at  wisdom.'  " 
— ^.kmi;  ®  8ii>ii 

"THE  FATHER  OF   THE   CONSTITUTION." 

Montpclier  (Va.)  July  lOlh,  1834. 
At  this  moment,  when  a  nation  in  profound  grit^f  deplores  the 
loss  of  one  whom  they  have  delighted  to  hail  as  the  benefactor 
of  the  republic,  it  is  peculiaily  acceptable  to  me  to  be  able  to 
allay  the  universal  solicitude  about  another  most  illustrious 
patriot. 

The  venerable  and  venerated  Madison  slowly  recovers  from 
a  painful  and  protracted  indisposition,  and  all  apprehensions  of 
his  immedialti  dissolution  are  tlissipated.     He  has  sufficiently 
revived  to  afiord  me  the  high  gratification  of  several  hours  con- 
versation— occasionally  sitting  up,  but  generally  reclining,  hia 
calm  and  piiilosophic  temperament  enables  him  to  resist  the 
ravages  of  disease;  with  fortitude  and   resignation  he  endures 
the  afflictions  of  an  all  wise  Providence,  and  whenever  his  pure 
and  gentle  spirit  shall  wing  its  flight  to  the  mansions  of  bliss, 
his  example,  in  death  as  through  life,  vvill  enforce  every  pre- 
cept  which   Christianity  teaches — although   the  decay  -of  hi.'^ 
physical  [lowers  are  but  too  evident;  the  wreck  of  mind  has  not 
even  commenced — on  every  subject,  he  is  lumnious,  instruc- 
tive, arguinentalive  and  convincing.     It  is  not  to  be  questioned, 
that  he  highly  approves  of  the  system  matured  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  sages  of  the  last  half  century,  in  regard  to  the  cardinal 
points  of  policy,  now  in  an  evil  hour  sought  to  be  subverted — 
he  condemns  the   experiment  of  tampering  with  the  currency 
of  a  nation  at  a  moment  of  universal  prosperity,  satisfactorily 
proving  its  efficiency;  and  views  a  national  bank  as  the  balance 
wheel  in  our  fiscal  concerns  and  indispensible  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  a  sound  and  wholesome  circulating  medium — without 
which  specie  payment  might  never  have  been  resumed,  and 
which  is  an  important  regulator  in  coercing  the  state  banks  to 
continue.     An  enlargement  of  all  bills  to  ten  dollars  he  deema 
amply  sufficient  to  retain  a  sufficiency  of  specie  in  the  country. 
The  introduction  of  steam  boats,  rail  roads  and  canals,  has 
dissipated  many  of  his  early  apprehensions  as  to  the  permanen- 
cy of  our  free  and  happy  institutions  under  one  confederate  re- 
public.— Those  facilities  of  intercourse  will  bind  the  remotest 
sections  of  this  wide  extended  empire  by  kindred  sympathies 
and  identity  of  interest.     Among  his   former  solicitudes  were 
the  means  of  producing  this  important  result,  and  one  of  many 
plans  suggested  to  him,  were  a  covered  way  from  Maine  to  Or- 
leans— this  was  ascertained  by  calculation  to  be  the  most  eco- 
nomical and  efficient  mode  that  could  be  adopted  to  insure  a 
smooth,  secure   and   permanent  road;   not   being   exposed   to 
moisture,  it  would  remiiin   indestructible;  but  a  little  reflection 
satisfied   him  that  it  would  become  impassable  from  dust,  and 
tiie  project  was  discountenanced  and  abandoned. 

His  convictions  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  sustaining  our 
manufacturing  establishments  are  most  conclusive.  1  remark- 
ed to  him  that  a  system  of  free  trade  might  succeed  if  univer- 
sal— provided,  said  he,  that  there  be  universal  and  perpetual 
peace  between  all  the  nations  of  the  globe.  For  example, 
England  consents  that  we  feed  her  and  she  clothes  us — what 
would  be  the  result  to  both  in  the  event  of  a  rupture.-'  One 
would  starve  before  she  could  resume  her  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  the  other  perish  with  cold  before  garments  could  be  inanu- 
fiictured  within  her  own  limits. 

In  lieu,  of  considering  manufactories  as  sores  in  the  body 
politic,  he  avowed  his  conviction  from  clear  statistical  calcula- 
tions that  morality  is  better  preserved  and  mortality  diminished 
by  the  assemblage  and  employment  of  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons in  a  well  regulated  establishment,  where  they  are  regular- 
ly employed,  promptly  paid,  well  fed,  comfortably  clad,  and  am- 
ple medical  attendance,  atlministered  them,  than  when  scat- 
tered over  a  country  where  subsistence  is  precarious  and  com- 
forts few,  as  in  European  densely  populated  kingdoms;  besides 
said  he,  abstract  the  present  force,  now  consumers  of  our 
agricultural  products,  convert  them  into  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 
we  have  a  surplus  which  we  neither  can  consume  nor  dispose 
of. 

Thus  as  regards  the  currency  of  the  country,  internal  im- 
provements and  domestic  industry — the  experience  and  reflec- 
tion of  this  illustrious  sage  and  whig  of  76,  sustains  the  prdicy 
of  the  whigs  of  1834 — in  opposition  to  the  misrule  we  now  se- 
verely feel,  and  feelingly  deplore. 

Mr.  Madison  was  particularly  kind  in  his  inquiries  after  the 
health  and  prosperity  of  our  estimable  citizen,  Mr.  Patterson, 
and  seemed  gratified  to  learn  that  he  still  pursued  commercial 
enterprises,  with  his  wonted  energy  and  success. 

He  highly  applauded  Mr.  Kennedy's  eulogium  on  Mr.  Wirt — 
he  considered  it  replete  with  the  flowers  of  eloquence,  chaste 
in  composition,  and  most  accurate  in  delineations  of  Mr.  Wirt's 
exalted  character. 

Although  the  lamp  of  life  just  now  seems  to  flicker  feebly, 
yet  the  reviving  freshness  of  his  native  mountains,  hia  calm 
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endurance  of  suffering,  his  temperdte  habits  of  self  denial,  the 
longevity  of  his  ancestry, — and  above  all,  the  unceasing  care 
and  devotion  of  his  exemplary  wife,  (who  watching  over  his 
sick  couch,  is  as  when  gracing  the  drawing  room,  equally  un- 
paralleled) may  yet  I  fondly  hope  prolong  his  invaluable  life, 
and  afford  nie  the  high  gratification  of  an  annual  pilgrimage  to 
a  patriarch's  shrine,  where  hospitality,  intelligence,  patriotism, 
virtue  and  wisdom,  all  combine  to  attract,  instruct  and  delight. 
— »»^  @  o**"—- 
THE  CHIEF  JUSTICE. 
Well  merited  praise.  In  the  course  of  the  late  argument  in 
the  case  of  the  Union  Bank  vs.  the  trustees  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, before  ibe  court  of  Appeals  of  that  slate,  gen.  Gibbs,  a 
lawyer  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  who  appeared  for  the  Union 
Bank,  referring  to  the  judiciary  of  our  country  generally,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  decisions  of  chief  justice  Marshall, 
paid  a  handsome  and  well  merited  tribute  to  the  virtue  of  the 
man  who  so  ably  fills  that  department.  We  give  below  the 
substance, without  pretending  to  give  the  language  used. 

"Our  constitution,  it  appears  to  me,  when  it  is  destroyed,  is 
to  be  destroyed  by  degrees;  by  little  encroachments.  This  is 
the  opinion  also  of  the  authors  of  that  admirable  work,  the 
federalist,  who  have  expressed  the  same  apprehension.  As 
yet,  of  the  independent  course  of  the  judiciary  every  where  in 
our  country,  and  of  their  resistance  to  these  encroachments,  we 
have  just  reason  to  be  proud.  How  gratified  were  we  all  to 
iearn  the  late  decision  of  the  court  of  Appeals  in  South  Caroli- 
na? Even  amid  the  lerment  of  party,  and  while  some  of  the 
first  men  of  the  country  have  been  riding  over  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  constitution,  the  judiciary,  the  very  moment  it 
came  before  them,  in  the  face  of  an  infuriated  majority,  main- 
tained the  integrity  of  the  country.  This  has  been  the  course 
of  the  whole  of  the  judiciary  of  this  country;  and  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  does  in  my  opinion  deserve  more  of 
his  country  than  any  one  of  her  sons  since  the  days  of  the 
revolution. 

Some  have  supposed  that  the  senate  would  be  the  last 
abiding  place  of  the  liberty  of  this  nation;  but,  sir,  I  have  always 
thought  that  the  judiciary  was  the  column  and  the  pillar  which 
would  at  last  sustain  the  country.  I  can  recollect  the  day 
when  I  would  have  marched  like  the  soldiers  marshalled  yes- 
terday in  front  of  this  house,*  against  the  chief  justice— when  I 
would  have  been  willing  to  have  seen  him  executed.  I  have 
had  time  and  opportunity  to  ascertain  that  I  knew  not  the  ex- 
alted character  and  worth  of  the  man,  or  the  value  of  his  deci- 
sion; I  allude  to  the  case  of  Burr.  Sir,  he  has  performed  a 
great  service  to  the  country — he  has  cut  off  the  whole  system 
of  constructive  treason,  which  had  been,  for  the  last  few  years, 
getting  ground.  And  should  the  occasion  ever  arise,  then  will 
the  decision  of  this  venerable  patriot  be  the  shield  and  the  man- 
tle thrown  around  the  persecuted — this  is  the  founder  and  the  es- 
tablisher  of  this  great  principle  which  has  been  stated— this  is 
the  man,  who  in  the  cases  of  Ogden  &  Saunders;  the  Dart- 
mouth college  and  the  Crown;  Peck,  &c.  and  others,  has  clear- 
ly stated  the  law.  In  these  cases  the  great  principles  of  the 
question  have  been  developed  by  this  master  mind;  and  these 
are  the  principles  which  we  now  seek  to  maintain.  They  are 
not  obligatory  it  is  true — the  court  have  a  right  to  reject  them — 
but  they  are  so  well  sustained  by  the  reasoning  of  the  justice, 
that  we  do  not  suppose  they  will  do  so." 
— •t»v©  ®  ©<«♦•— 

AMERICAN  INGENUITY  AND  THE  TARIFF. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

We  learn  from  an  article  in  the  last  London  Quarterly  Re- 
view—a  source  from  which  we  should  scarcely  expect  any 
thing  complimentary  to  this  country — that  it  appears  from  tes- 
timony lately  given  before  a  committee  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, thai  ail  the  important  improvements  which  have  lately 
been  made  in  the  cotton  maniifacture  are  of  American  inven- 
tion. ^  .         . 

One  topic  of  examination  was  the  danger  of  American  com- 
petition. The  opinion  expressed  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Bates,  the  junior  partner  in  the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers  & 
Co.  was  extracted  into  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  thence  has 
gone  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers.  Tiiough  himself  a  Yan- 
kee and  entirely,  indebted  to  his  own  shrewdness  for  his  pre- 
eeiit  high  rank  in  the  commercial  world,  this  gentleman  appear- 
ed to  entertain  but  a  moan  opinion  of  Yankee  enterprise,  and 
little  (ear  of  Yankee  competition.  By  way  of  set  off  we  will 
quote  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Finlay,  a  practical  manufacturer,  upon 
the  same  subject,  and  delivered  before  the  same  committee. 

"There  are,"  he  said,  "so  many  advantages  inherent  in 
America,  if  I  am  rightly  informed  with  regard  to  the  popula- 
tion that  nothing  in  the  world  can  prevent  their  establishing  in 
that' country  a  very  formidable  cotton  manufacture.  They 
have  vessels  going  daily  to  all  parts  of  liie  world,  especially  to 
all  parts  of  South  America;  and  if  those  vessels  do  not  carry 
something,  of  course,  the  freight  is  lost.  They  are  very  adven- 
turous persons,  enterprising  beyond  any  in  that  species  of  com- 
merce that  I  know  in  the  world — infinitely  heiiond  this  country. 
Somol'imeg  they  lose  but  they  are  most  active  and  indnslrioiis 
in  sending  their  commodities  to  all  quarters,  and  they  will  get  a 
very  considerable  sale.'' 

Noiwitlistanding  the  little  fear  which  Mr.  Bates  seems  to  en- 
tertain of  American  competition,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his 


♦Alluding  to  the  detalchment  of  our  citizens,  which  marched 
against  the  rail  road  rioters.  [Maryland  Republican. 


examination  before  the  same  committee,  he  states  some  facts 
with  regard  to  our  tariff,  which  we  cannot  help  quoting.  They 
are  worthy  of  deep  attention,  and  show  how  necessary  it  is  for 
us  to  be  on  our  guard  against  the  mean,  jealous  and  insatiate 
cupidity  oflhe  English  manufacturers.  "The  cotton  manufac- 
turers of  large  capital,"  says  the  witness,  "do  not  require  the 
protection  of  the  present  duty  in  America.  They  could  main- 
tain the  manufacture  of  common  goods  without  it — though 
whether  they  might  not  be  overwhelmed  by  the  immense  capi- 
tal, which  is  employed  by  the  manufacturers  here,  is  a  ques- 
tion. The  English  manufacturer  would  send  out  his  goods  and 
sell  them  at  a  loss,  with  no  other  object  than  to  rdin  the 
American  manufacturer,  with  a  view  of  breaking  up  the  sys- 
tem of  manufacturing  in  America."  Her  might  have  added — 
when  they  have  once  broken  it  up,  they  will  then  ask  their  own 
prices. 
We  subjoin  a  single  extract  from  the  Review  itself: 
"International  commerce  is  beneficial  when  commodities  are 
interchanged  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  two  countries,  and  to  the 
promotion  of  industry  in  both;  it  is  injurious  when  it  renders 
one  country  dependent  upon  another  for  the  conveniences  of 
life — and  in  the  last  degree  ruinous,  if  it  induces  a  dependence 
for  the  necessaries.  A  commonwealth  must  be  ill  constituted 
and  insecure,  unless  it  be  self-sufficient  in  all  things  needful  for 
the  subsistence  and  being  of  the  community;  and  this  it  cannot 
be  unless  it  procures  for  itself  all  such  things  as  value  or  habit 
have  rendered  so  far  indispensable,  that  the  use  of  them  cannot 
be  foregone  without  great  and  general  distress!" 

BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

From  the  New    York  American. 

The  house  of  commons  have  entertained  a  bill  for  the  partial 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Various  efforts  to  pass  bills  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  have  been  defeated  in  the  house.  The  annexed  sketch 
of  the  debate  on  the  bill  removing  Jewish  disabilities,  shows 
how  far  prejudice,  religious  and  national,  (in  the  reference 
made  to  America)  is  sometimes  carried. 

House  of  commons,  May  21 — Jewish  disabilities.  Mr.  Robert 
Grant  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  removal  of  the  Jewish 
disabilities,  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Gumming  Bruce  moved  that  it  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months.  He  said  that  its  tendency  was  to  un- 
christianize  the  legislature,  and  take  away  the  recognition  of 
that  highest  allegiance,  which,  as  a  Christian  people,  we  owed 
to  Almighty  God,  as  the  fathr;r  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Peter  gave  the  bill  his  warmest  support.  Mr.  Ponlter 
also  supported  it;  and  referred  to  France,  Holland  and  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  establishing  the  perfect  competency  of  the  Jews 
to  perforin  the  functions  of  civil  and  military  offices. 

Sir  Daniel  Sandford  would  oppose  the  measure. 

He  for  one  would  not  go  to  America  for  an  example  in  a  mat- 
ter of  religion — to  that  America  whose  example  had  been  so 
fatal  to  all  kinds  of  religion.  ('■'Oh,  oh!")  He  trusted  that  the 
member  for  Dublin  who  had  just  cheered  in  such  a  peculiar 
way  the  sentiment  he  had  uttered,  would  shortly  bring  forward 
a  motion  respecting  the  union  of  church  and  state,  which  he 
was  so  much  in  the  habit  of  denouncing;  and  then  it  would  be 
seen  whether  he  could  not  bring  history  to  show  how  America 
had  afforded  an  example  fatal  to  all  religion.  He  could  not  re- 
cognise any  thing  like  the  spirit  of  true  toleration  in  this  off- 
spring of  a  false  liberality.  He  opposed  this  measure  on  the 
ground  that  this  was  a  Christian  country;  that  they  had  Chris- 
tian institutions;  that  they  were  a  Christian  legislature,  giving  a 
Christian  sanction  to  the  laws  which  they  passed;  and  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  them  as  a  Christian  people,  not  to  deny  any 
thing  that  might  remove  that  sanction  and  desecrate  those 
laws.  They  had  been  told,  indeed,  that  Christian  charity  call- 
ed on  them  to  pass  such  a  measure:  but  he  could  find  nothing 
in  the  scriptures  to  show  that  Christian  charity  demanded  the 
concession  of  political  privileges.     (A  laugh). 

It  had  been  said  that  there  were  infidels  in  that  house,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  excluding  them.  Was  there,  he  would 
ask,  any  avowed  and  open  infidel  there,  ('^Oh,  oh.'")  Was 
there,  he  would  ask,  any  man  who  would  dare  to  stand  up  in 
that  house  and  say  that  he  was  an  infidel.''  ("OhI"  "Qwes/ion, 
question!")  Let  him  who  would  proclaim  himself  an  infidel 
not  dare  to  do  so  there:  let  him  go  to  the  last  scene  of  unfortu- 
nate and  depraved  humanity — let  him  go  to  the  Old  Bailey — 
(Laughter ) — and  there,  amongst  felons  and  the  associates  of 
felons,  let  him  get  up  and  declare  himself  an  open  and  avowed 
infidel;  and  he  would  be  driven  from  the  court  amidst  a  storm 
of  hisses  by  an  indignant  Christian  auditory.  He  did  not  put 
an  imaginary  case — he  did  not  conjure  up  an  imaginary  scene: 
a  man  did  so  avow  himself  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  what  was  the 
consequence.''  He  was  driven  from  the  court,  amidst  groans 
and  hisses.  Such  would  be  the  fate  that  awaited  any  man  who 
should  have  the  brazen  effrontery  in  a  Christian  assembly  to 
stand  up  and  declare  himself  an  infidel. 

Mr.  Buckingham  deprecated  this  allusion.  In  his  judgment, 
there  did  not  exist  the  slightest  analogy  between  such  a  case 
and  that  of  a  professor  of  the  Jewish  faith:  on  the  contrary,  the 
Jew  was  constantly  received  as  a  witness,  in  both  civil  and 
crinunal  cases. 

Mr.  Robert  Grant  said,  he  was  not  aware  that  any  thing 
which  had  fallen  from  the  opponents  of  the  bill  required  an  an- 
swer. The  house  divided:  and  agreed  to  read  the  bill  a  eccond 
time,  by  a  majority  of  123  to  32. 
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LETTER  FROM  THE  POPE. 

We  find  in  the  Journal  des  Debals,  (Paris)  tlie  following  let- 
ter from  the  pope  to  president  Boyer: 
To  our  dear  son^  the  illustrious  and  honorable  Boyer,  president 

of  the  republic  of  Mayti. 
Gregory  XVI,  pontiff. 

Many  and  unanimous  accounts,  as  well  as  the  correspon- 
dence of  your  mini.siers,  have  apprised  the  chair  of  Rome, 
which,  by  tlie  will  of  God,  we  now  occupy,  of  tlie  zeal  which 
distinguishes  your  excellency,  and  of  your  sincere  desire  to  che- 
rish and  consolidate  tiie  Catholic  religion,  which  has  been  ren- 
dered by  the  constitution  ot  Hayti,  the  religion  of  the  stale. 
These  sentiments,  worthy  of  a  Chri*tian  and  of  an  enli^'htoned 
prince,  have  filled  us  with  the  more  lively  satisfaction,  because 
we  hope  that  they  will  advance  the  glory  of  God  and  the  eter- 
nal salvation  of  man,  that  they  will  constitute  a  title  of  honor 
to  yourself  in  life,  and  will  obtain  for  you  a  great  and  glorious 
recompense  hereafter. 

In  former  years",  the  apostolical  chair  of  Rome  has  labored, 
by  correspondence  and  by  missions,  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  faith  in  the  illustrious  republic  of  Hayti;  but,  owina  to  the 
distance,  and  various  otner  circumstances,  nothing  definitive 
has  yet  been  done.  We  have  now  determined  to  send  near 
your  excellency  our  legate,  the  venerable  brother  John  Eng- 
land, bishop  of  Charleston  in  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica, whose  intelligence  and  piety  are  well  known,  that  he  may 
treat  with  your  excellency  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  Catholic 
religion  throughout  the  republic;  that  he  may  deliberate  with 
you  respecting  the  choice  of  pastors;  that  he  may  form  a  na- 
tional clergy,  establish  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  provide  for 
the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people.  That,  by  your  excellency's 
aid  and  favor,  our  said  legate  may  execute  his  task  successful- 
ly, he  is  invested  with  the  requisite  authority,  and  we  recom- 
mend him  to  your  protection.  In  the  hope  that  this  will  be  ex- 
tended, we  cordially  bestow  on  your  excellency,  and  the  repub- 
lic which  you  govern,  the  apostolical  benediction. 

Given  at  St.  Peter's,  at  Rome,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
fisherman,  the  20lh  of  May  (4.)  A.  D.  1834,  and  of  our  pontifi- 
cate the  third.  GASPAR  GASPARINI. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  ROME. 

The  following  rather  extraordinary  correspondence  has  been 
brought  out  by  the  New  York  "Evening  Star,"  and  published 
with  comments.  Of  the  latter  we  shall  only  publish  the  an- 
nexed paragraph,  as  explanatory  of  the  origin  of  this  correspon- 
dence— 

"It  seems  that  in  a  dispute  between  two  officiating  priests  in 
Philadelphia,  both  solicited  the  interference  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment to  settle  the  difficulty  with  his  holiness  the  pope.  Now, 
instead  of  Mr.  Secretary  Van  Buren  saying  to  these  gentlemen, 
'you  may  receive  your  appointments  from  the  court  of  Rome, 
being  purely  of  a  religious  nature;  but  you  live  under  the  laws 
of  tiie  United  States,  and  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
all  disputes  must  be  adjusted  according  to  the  law  of  the  land: 
the  interference  of  a  foreign  power  in  settling  disputes  between 
American  citizens  is  utterly  impossible;'  it  struck  him  instan- 
taneously, as  an  affair  in  which  some  votes  might  be  obtained 
for  the  great 'hereafter.'  So  a  correspondence  was  forthwith 
opened,"  &c. 

Mr.  Cicognani  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Rome,  May  8th,  1830. 

♦'Yesterday  I  had  a  particular  audience  from  his  holiness,  in 
my  official  capacity  of  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Rome.  His  holiness  received  me  in  the  most  benign  manner, 
and  expressed  the  most  favorable  sentiments  for  the  government 
as  well  as  for  the  nation  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He 
said  that  he  was  favorably  inclined  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  because  the  Catholic  people  enjoy  the  same  protec- 
tion as  the  other  citizens  of  different  creeds,  and  have  no  disa- 
bilities according  to  the  law.  His  holiness  desired  me  particu- 
larly and  repeatedly  to  assure,  in  his  name,  the  government  of 
the  United  Stmes  that  he  will  never  interfere  i7i  politics,  and  that 
in  cases  of  any  mis-intelligence  between  governments,  he  will 
do  all  in  bis  power  to  lead  them  to  peace;  he  requested  also 
that  I  should  express  his  wish  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  professing  the  Catholic  religion,  may  in  fu- 
ture meet  with  the  same  protection  they  have  found  to  this 
time. 

After  the  audience  from  his  holiness,  I  went,  as  is  customary, 
to  pay  my  respeets  to  cardinal  Albant,  secretary  of  state,  who 
received  me  very  kindly,  and  expressed  the  most  friendly  sen- 
timents towards  the  citizens  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  manner  in  which  I  was  received  by 
his  holiness  and  the  cardinal  secretary  of  state,  and  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  them  both,  will  afford  great  gratification  to 
the  president  and  to  yourself,  and  I  should  feel  highly  honored, 
if  you  would  make  me  the  interpreter  of  the  sentiments  that 
you  might  think  proper  to  reciprocate  with  those  expressed  by 
his  holiness." 

Mr.  Vart  Buren  to  Mr.  Cicognani. 

Washington,  20th  July,  1830. 

*'Your  letters  of  the  11th  April  and  5th  May,  the  first  antici- 
pating the  favorable  sentiments  of  his  holiness  the  pope,  to- 
wards the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
last  confirming  your  anticipations,  have  been  received  at  -this 
department,  and  submitted  to  the  president,  by  whom  I  am 


directed  to  convey  to  his  holiness,  through  the  same  channel, 
an  assurance  of  the  satisfaction  which  he  derives  from  thiflr 
communication  of  the  frank  and  liberal  opinions  entertained  by 
the  apostolic  see  towards  this  government  and  people,  and  of  the 
policy  which  you  likewise  state  his  holiness  has  adopted,  nnd 
which  is  so  worthy  of  tlie  head  of  a  great  and  Christian  church, 
assiduously  to  cultivate  in  bis  intercourse  with  for/i^in  nations, 
the  relations  of  amity  and  good  will,  and  .«cdiilonsIy  to  absiairv 
from  all  interfeience  in  their  occasional  diflerences  with  each 
other,  except  with  the  benign  view  of  affecting  reconciliations 
between  thein. 

You  will  accordingly  seek  an  early  opportunity  to  make 
known  to  the  pope  in  terms  and  manner  best  suited  to  the  oc- 
casion, the  light  in  which  the  president  views  the  communica- 
tion referred  to,  and  likewise  you  will  assure  him  that  the  pre- 
sident reciprocates  in  their  full  extent  and  spirit,  the  friendly 
and  liberal  sentiments  entertained  by  bis  holinei«s  towards  the 
government  and  the  people  of  the  U.  States  by  those  which  he 
entertains  towards  tlie  government  of  the  apostolic  see,  and 
the  people  of  the  states  of  the  church;  and  it  is  the  president's 
wish,  that  you  should  upon  the  same  occasion,  ofler  his  con- 
gratulations to  the  holy  father,  upon  his  recent  succession  to 
the  Tiara,  not  from  any  hereditary  claim  on  his  part,  but  from 
preponderating  influence  which  a  just  estimation  of  his  talents 
and  virtues  naturally  had  upon  the  enlightened  counciU  by 
which  that  high  distinction  was  conferred;  and  which  afforded 
the  best  pledge  that  his  pontificate  will  be  a  wise  and  beneficent 
one. 

You  will  take  care,  likewise,  to  assure  his  holiness,  in  re- 
ference to  the  paternal  solicitude  which  he  expresses  in  be- 
half of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  U.  States,  that  all  our  citizens, 
professing  that  religion,  stand  upon  the  same  elevated  ground 
which  citizens  of  all  other  religious  denominations  occupy,  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  that  of  perfect  liberty,  con- 
tradistinguished from  toleration;  that  they  enjoy  an  entire  ex- 
emption from  coercion  in  every  possible  shape,  upon  the  score 
of  religious  faith,  and  that  they  are  free,  in  common  with  their 
fellow  citizens  of  all  other  sects,  to  adhere  to,  or  adopt  the 
creeds  and  practice  the  worship  best  adapted  to  their  reason  or 
prejudices;  and  that  there  exists  a  perfect  unity  of  faith  in  the 
United  States  amongst  religionists  of  all  professions,  as  to  the 
wisdom  and  policy  of  that  cardinal  feature  of  all  our  constitu- 
tions and  frames  of  government,  both  those  of  the  United  States 
and  the  separate  states  of  the  union,  by  which  this  inestimable 
right  is  fomally  recognised,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it  inviolably 
secured." 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

ASSESSMENT   VALUATION   OF    CITY  PROPERTY,  DEC. 

Buildings.  Personal, 

728,153  193,310 

891,455  181,540 

1,417,835  247,830 

256,620  50,220 

182,660  26,925 

212,960  40,625 


W<xrds. 

Lots. 

First, 

$760,494 

Second, 

752,538 

Third, 

1,132,336 

Fourth, 

290,603 

Fifth, 

334,986 

Sixth, 

217,075 

31,  18.33'. 

Total. 

1,674,962 

1,825.533 

2,798,001 

597,443 

544,579 

470,660 


3,488,032  3,682,688  740,450  7,911,178 

(t(^The  taxes  levied  on  the  above,  are  at  the  rale  of  $1  10 
per  $100  valuation. 

—•»►>©  ©  ftui" 

UNITED  STATES  DRAGOONS. 
[From  the  ^rmy  and  Navy  Chronicle] 

The  regiment  of  dragoons  is  now  completed  to  its  establish- 
ment, and  all  the  companies  have  marched  to  Fort  Gibson, 
where  the  head  quarters  have  been  established  during  the  win- 
ter. This  regimetit  is  composed  of  ten  companies,  of  about 
seventy  men  each;  each  man  is  armed  with  a  sword,  pistol  and 
carbine.  The  carbine  is  of  a  peculiar  description;  it  is  on  the 
principle  of  Hull's  rifles,  it  loads  in  the  breech,  and  the  part 
containing  the  charge  is  so  constructed  as  to  separate  from  the 
barrel  by  means  of  a  spring.  This  part  may  be  called  the  cham- 
ber; and  is  about  six  inches  long;  when  loaded,  it  is  easily  re- 
turned to  its  position,  and  then,  if  the  percussion  cap  is  put  on 
the  touch-hole,  the  piece  is  ready  for  firing;  it  requires  no  ram- 
rod, yet  it  is  furnished  with  one,  which  answers  ihe  purpose  of 
a  wiper,  and,  when  drawn  out,  makes  a  bayonet  equal  in  length 
to  the  barrel  of  the  piece,  and  is  a  very  formidable  weapon. 
The  whole  piece  weighs  seven  pounds  and  a  half,  and  carries 
balls  twenty-four  to  the  pound. 

The  dragoons  are  instructed  to  serve  on  horse  or  foot,  as  oc- 
casion may  require.  About  this  time,  it  is  expected  that  they 
are  on  the  expedition  among  the  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the 
country  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Mississippi. 
They  are  to  proceed  across  the  country  to  the  boggy  of  the  Red 
River,  thence  westwardly  towards  IheMexican  frontier,  thence 
northward  as  far  as  it  may  be  prudent  to  go,  allowing  time  to 
return  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in.  Ob  its  return,  the  re- 
giment will  descend  by  the  Missouri  on  either  bank. 

Four  companies  will  wintsrat  Fort  Leavenworth,  viz:  Whar- 
ton's, Hunter's,  Ford's  and  Duncan's. 

Three  companies,  Sumner's,  Boon's  and  Browne's,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  within  the  Indian  country,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines. 

The  other  three  companies,  Trenor's,  Bean's  and  Perkin's  at 
or  near  Fort  Gibson. 


8^ 
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The  expedition,  it  is  understood,  will  be  accompanied  by  se- 
veral gentlemen  of  science,  who  go  at  their  own  expense.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  is  to  give  the  wild  Indians  some  idea  of 
our  power,  and  to  endeavor,  under  such  an  imposing  force,  to 
enter  into  conferences  with  them,  to  warn  those  Indians  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  robbinj;  and  murdering  our  people  who 
trade  atnong  thehi,  of  the  dangers  tf)  which  tliey  will  be  expos- 
ed in  case  they  continue  their  depredations  and  massacres. 

Several  delegalions  of  the  newly  emigrated  Indians,  now  set- 
tled beyond  the  slates  and  lerritories,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  well  as  the  Osages  and  other  tribes  near  them, 
will  accompany  the  expedition,  in  the  hope  of  making  treaties 
of  friendship  with  the  wild  tribes,  and  thus  prevent,  for  the 
future,  the  recurrence  of  those  wars  which  are  so  common 
among  the  Indians. 

The  expedition,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  much  good:  it  will 
afford  protection  to  the  civilized  Indians,  to  our  frontiers,  to 
our  trade  with  the  natives,  and  cover  the  Santa  Fe  caravans 
trading  with  Mexico;  and,  perhaps,  enlighten  the  Indians  gene- 
rally as  to  the  humane  policy  of  the  United  States  towards 
them,  and  also  as  to  their  own  true  interests. 
— •••»+©  @  ^<»*'»- " 
WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS  TO  THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

fVcst  Point,  New  York,  June  17,  1834. 
To  the  secretary  of  war: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  undersigned  have 
attended,  as  a  board  of  visiters,  during  the  general  examina- 
tion, at  the  United  States  military  academy,  just  concluded, 
and  have  "directed  their  inquiries  to  a  full  and  free  investiga- 
tion in  regard  to  the  course  of  instruction,  both  military  and 
scientific,  and  to  the  internal  police,  discipline  and  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  institution."  That  these  several  objects  of  inqui- 
ry might  be  attended  to  as  thoroughly  and  successfully  as  pos- 
sible, the  board,  at  its  organization,  referred  th«m  to  separiUe 
committees,  who  have  presented  full  reports  with  regard  to 
them,  accompanied  by  some  suggestions  lor  the  improvement 
of  the  im'titution.  Copies  of  these  reports  are  forwarded  to 
you,  and  the  board  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  them  for 
details,  while  they  confine  their  joint  report  to  a  general  and 
brief  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the  academy. 

The  fidelity  of  the  professors,  and  the  assiduity  and  proficien- 
cy of  their  pupils,  were  tested  by  an  examination,  on  the  seve- 
ral subjects,  extending  over  eleven  days,  and  continued  for  each 
day  eight  hours. 

The  sciences  not  strictly  professional,  included  in  these  ex- 
aminations, were  mathematics,  taught  here  from  the  elements 
of  arithmetic  to  the  profound  theorems  of  the  integral  calculus 
— natural  philosophy,  including  mechanics  and  astronomy — 
chemistry,  in  connexion  with  mineralogy  and  geology — and, 
lastly,  rhetoric  and  moral  and  political  science. 

The  subjects  of  professional  study  are  civil  and  military  engi- 
neering, and  infantry  and  artillery  tactics,  with  the  last  of 
which  are  connected  ballistics  and  pyrotechny. 

A  part  of  the  first  two  years  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
French  language,  with  which  a  competent  acquaintance  is  re- 
quired of  the  cadets. 

Lastly,  great  attention  is  very  properly  paid,  in  this  academy, 
to  the  art  of  drawing,  of  which  the  practical  applications  are  so 
frequent  and  important  in  the  military  profession. 

The  subjects  combined,  certainly  constitute  an  excellent  pre- 
paratory education  for  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  examina 
tions  proved  that  they  were  faithfully  and  skilfully  taught. 
Marked  inequalities  were  indeed  observed  in  the  proficiency  of 
the  cadets,  and  defects  remain  to  be  corrected  in  the  organiza 
tion  of  some  of  the  departments,  but  still  the  exhibition  was,  on 
the  whole,  highly  satisfactory  and  gratifying. 

Frequent  opportunities  were  presented  to  the  board  of  wit- 
nessing the  practical  skill  of  the  corps  in  infantry  and  artillery 
exercises;  and  their  fine  and  soldier  like  appearance  in  the 
ranks,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  they  executed  their  vari- 
ous evolutions,  proved  that  this  essential  part  of  the  duties  of  a 
military  academy  was  sedulously  attended  to  by  both  officers 
.  and  cadets. 

The  discipline  of  the  institution  was  carefully  examined,  in 
its  various  bearings,  and  the  board  have  reason  to  think  that  it 
is  m  an  excellent  state.  The  lav\s  seem  to  be  executed  with  a 
stern  regard  to  the  good  of  the  service,  yet  with  kind  and  pater- 
nal feelings,  and  the  officers  and  professors  are  believed  to  be 
generally  both  beloved  and  respected. 

The  internal  police  of  the  institution  was  found  to  be  care- 
fully attended  to.  The  rooms,  in  the  barracks,  occupied  by  the 
cadets,  exhibit  a  gratifying  appearance  of  neatne:-s  and  order, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  tiny  give  rise  to  regret,  on  account  of 
the  inadequate  accommodation  which  they  offer.  The  mess 
table  is  well  supplied  with  plain,  but  good  and  wholesome  food. 
In  the  event  of  sickness,  wliich  the  board  are  happy  to  find  has 
heen  lately  of  rare  occurrence,  suitable  and  comfortable  accom- 
modations are  provided  at  the  hospital,  with  the  best  medical 
attendance. 

The  hoard  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  with  as  tnuch 
minuteness  as  circ^ml^tances  would  admit,  into  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  itistitution.  The  result,  vi  hicb  will  be  found  fully 
detailed  in  one  of  the  icports  sent  herewith,  is,  that  the  ac- 
counts are  kv.\A  in  a  correct  and  saiisfactory  manner — that  the 
expenditures  are  made  in  accordance  with  the  a[)proprialions — 
and  that  a  pioper  attention  is  paid  to  economy  in  the  expenses 
of  every  kind.    To  prevent  extravagance  in  the  cadets,  there  is 


a  regulation  which  prohibits  to  them  the  possession  or  use  of 
money,  or  expenditure  of  it,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  su- 
perintendent, who  standi,  with  regard  to  them,  in  the  place  of 
a  parent,  and  who,  it  is  believedj  exercises  his  authority  with 
enlightened  discretion. 

The  whole  investigations  of  the  board,  lead  them  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  military  academy  is  a  most  valuable  and  essen- 
tial part  of  the  army  establishment  of  the  United  States;  that,  at 
a  cost  so  low  as  not  to  exceed  that  of  a  second  rate  man  of- 
war,  it  prepares,  and  can  spread  over  the  whole  country,  offi- 
cers instructed  and  capable  of  giving  instruction  in  the  military 
art;  and  thus,  without  the  danger  arising  to  liberty  from  large 
standing  armies  in  lime  of  peace,  enables  the  government  to 
fulfil  the  duty  which  the  constitution  so  solemnly  enjoins,  of 
"providing  for  the  common  defence,"  and  lastly,  that  if  our 
young  citizens  were  commissioned  in  the  army  as  lif;uteiiants, 
in  the  first  instance,  as  they  must  be  if  this  institution  be  abo- 
lished, they  could  not  obtain,  in  four  years,  even  the  same  mi- 
litary knowledse  as  the  cadets,  while  their  probation  and  edu- 
cation wrtiild  be  far  more  expensive  to  the  country. 

(Signed)  G.  VAN  SCHOOHOVEN,  ■president, 

ALVIN  BRONSEN, 

JAMES  HOOKER, 

CHAS.  B.  PENROSE, 

H.  G.  COMINGE, 

JNO.  T.  ANDERSON, 

R.  M.  PATTERSON, 

ACHILLE  MURAT, 

WM.  P.  DUVAL, 

WRIGHT  C.  STANLEY^ 

P.  LINDSLEY, 

J.  L.  SMITH,  cnjit.  corps  of  eng'rt^ 

JAMES  LATIMER,  jr. 

T.  B.  DALLAS,  secretary. 
The  undersigned  freely  subscribe  the  within  report,  without 
expressing  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  last  paragraph. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  SMYTH^ 

J.  W.  SCOTT. 

GOLD  COINS. 
Considerable  interest  is  now  felt  to  see  again  in  circolation 
some  of  the  gold  coins  which,  as  if  by  magic,  have  entirely  dis- 
appeared from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  be  an  article  of 
commerce  and  barter  abroad,  and  this  while  our  own  country 
is  producing  such  great  quantities  of  the  precious  metal.  On 
inquiry  at  the  mint,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  an  early  day  is 
fixed  for  the  emission,  and  we  mean  thereafter  never  to  be 
without  at  least  one  piece  of  the  metal,  which  by  general  con-^ 
sent  and  popular  belief  is  the  sovereign  remedy /or  sore  eyes. 
The  purity  of  gold  is  not  estimated  by  weights  commonly  in 
use,  but  by  an  Abyssinian  weight  called  a  carat.  The  carats 
are  subdivided  into  four  parts  called  grains,  and  these  again 
into  quarters;  so  that  a  carat  grain,  with  respect  to  the  com- 
mon divisions  of  a  pound  troy,  is  equal  to  2^  pennyweight:'. 
Gold  of  the  highest  degree  of  fineness,  or  pure,  is  said  to  be  24 
carats  fine. 

The  circumstances  of  the  English  gold  coinage  somewhat  re-" 
semble  our  present  case.  When  gold  coins  were  first  made  at 
the  English  mint,  the  standard  of  the  gold  put  in  them  was  2^ 
carats,  'S^  grains  fine,  and|  grain  alloy,  And  so  it  continued  with- 
out any  variation,  to  the  18th.  Henry  8,  who  in  that  year  first 
introduced  a  new  standard  of  gold  of25  carats  fine,  and  2  carats' 
alloy.  The  first  of  these  standards  was  called  the  old,  and  the 
second  the  new  standard  or  crown  gold,  because  crowns,  or 
pieces  of  the  value  of  five  shillings  were  first  coined  of  this  ne\* 
standard.  Henry  8,  made  his  gold  coins  of  both  these  standard* 
under  different  denominations,  and  this  practice  was  continued 
by  his  successors  until  1663.  From  that  period  to  the  present, 
the  gold  of  which  the  coins  of  Great  Britain  have  been  madft 
has  been  invariably  of  the  new  standard,  or  crown  gold,  though 
some  of  the  coins  made  of  the  old  standard  continued  to  circu- 
late till  1732  when  they  were  forbidden  to  be  any  longer  cur- 
rent. The  purity  of  the  present  English  gold  coins  is  therefore 
1 1  parts  fine  gold  and  1  part  alloy.  The  alloy  in  coins  is  reckon- 
ed of  no  value.  It  is  allowed,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  and 
expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  refining  the  metals,  so  as  to 
bring  them  to  the  highest  degree  of  purity;  and  because,  wheR 
its  quantity  is  small  it  has  a  tendency  to  render  the  coins  hard- 
er, and  less  liable  to  be  worn  or  rubbed.  If  the  quantity  of 
alloy  were  considerable,  it  would  lessen  the  splendor  of  and 
ductility  of  the  metals,  and  would  add  too  much  to  the  weight 
of  the  coins. 

Before  the  art  of  metalhirgy  was  well  understood,  the  baser 
metals  were  frequently  used  as  money,  iron  was  the  primitive 
money  of  the  Lacedemonians,  and  copper  of  the  Romans.  But 
both  iron  and  copper  deteriorate  by  being  kept;  and  besides 
this  defect,  the  rapid  iinprovemrnt  of  the  arts,  by  lowering 
their  price,  rendered  their  bulk  too  great  in  proportion  to  theiT 
value  to  permit  of  Their  continuiim  to  be  used  as  money.  Cop- 
per indeed  is  still  used  among  us  for  the  smallest  denomination 
of  circulating  medium,  but  it  bears  no  relative  value  with  gold, 
and  is  a  mere  convenience  in  petty  traffic. 

When  the  precious  metals  first  began  to  be  used  as  money, 
or  as  standards  by  which  to  measure  the  value  of  different  ar- 
ticles, and  the  equivalents  for  which  they  were  most  generally 
exchanged,  they  were  in  an  iinfasbioned  state,  in  bars  or  ingots 
The  parties  first  agreed  as  to  the  quantity  of  a  metal  to  be  givcti 
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for  a  commodity  and  the  quantity  was  then  ascertained  by 
weight.  But  it  is  obvious  that  a  pracUcK  of  iliis  sort  mut-t  have 
been  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  inconveni(!nce. 
There  can  Imvvever  bu  iiUle  doubt  that  the  };reat  obstacle  in  the 
use  of  untasliioned  nielals  as  money,  would  be  found  in  the 
difficulty  ol  detennininj;  their  quality,  or  the  degree  of  their  pu- 
rity with  sufficient  [ireeisiou. 

The  operations  ol  assaying  is  one  of  great  nicety  and  difficul- 
ty, and  could  not  be  perlorined  in  the  early  ages  otherwise  than 
in  a  clumsy,  tedious  and  inaecniate  manner.  It  is  indeed  very 
probable,  that  when  the  prcci(»us  metals  were  first  used  as  mo- 
ney, their  quality  would  be  appreciated  only  by  their  weight 
and  color.  A  very  short  experience  would,  however,  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  extreme  inexactness  of  conclusions  derived 
from  8uch  loose  and  unsatisfactory  criteria;  and  the  devising  of 
some  method  by  which  the  fineness  of  tiie  metal  might  bee.asily 
and  correctly  ascertained,  would  very  soon  be  fell  as  indispen- 
sable to  tlie  general  use  of  gold  and  silver  as  money.  Such  a 
mode  was  not  long  in  presenting  itself,  it  was  early  discovered, 
lliat  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  metal,  and  also  to  avoid  the 
trouble  and  expense  ot  weighing  it,  no  more  was  necessary  than 
to  make  each  piece  with  a  stamp  declaring  its  weight  and  fine- 
ness. Some  ancient  authors  stat<;  the  art  of  coining  was  in- 
vented at  a  period  antecedent  to  authentic  history. 

Originally  the  coins  of  all  countries  seem  to  have  bad  the 
same  denomination  as  the  weight  commonly  used  in  them,  and 
contained  the  exact  quantities  of  the  precious  metals  indicated 
by  their  name.  Thus  the  pound  of  England  contained  exactly 
the  weight  indicated  originally  by  its  name;  the  standard  has 
not,  however,  been  preserved  inviolate,  and  the  pound  sterling 
in  silver  is  less  than  the  third  part  of  a  pound  weight;  in  France, 
Spain  and  other  countries  this  has  been  carried  still  further. 

[^Philadelphia  Price  Current. 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

An  act  authorising  the  payment  of  bounty  on  certaing  fishing 

vessels  lost  at  sea. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  and 
Charleslown  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  pay  to  the  late 
owners  and  crew  of  the  Two  Brothers,  to  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  law.  the  same  sum  of  money  that  said  vessel  would 
have  been  entitled  to  recf;ive  as  a  bounty  or  drawback,  if  she 
had  in  her  last  voyage,  in  wliich  she  was  lost,  complied  with 
all  the  requirements  of  law  necessary  to  secure  such  bounty;  the 
said  vessel  being  of  the  burden  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  and 
twenty-nine  ninety-fifths  tons. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Frenchman's  bay  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  pay 
to  Daniel  KiflT,  the  late  owner,  and  to  the  crew  of  the  fishing 
boat  Juno,  to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  the  same  sum 
said  vessel  would  have  been  entitled  to,  as  a  bounty  or  draw- 
back, if  she  had  not  perished  by  the  perils  of  the  sea  in  her  last 
voyage,  and  had  arrived  in  port,  having  complied  with  all  the 
requirements  of  law  necessary  to  secure  such  bounty  or  draw- 
back; the  said  boat  being  of  the  burden  of  fourteen  and  seventy- 
nine  ninety  fifths  tons. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  district  of  Barnstable,  state  of  Massachusetts,  is 
hereby  authorised  to  pay  to  the  heirs  at  law,  of  the  owners  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Eineline,  which  was  lost  at  sea,  together 
with  the  whole  crew,  before  slie  had  accomplished  the  time  re- 
quired by  law  to  entitle  her  to  the  bounty  or  drawback,  [the 
same  sum]  she  would  have  been  entitled  to  have  received,  had 
she  safely  arrived  in  port,  after  having  accomplished'  the  full 
term  required  by  law. 

Approved.  30lh  June,  1834. 

An  act  concerning  tonnage  duly  on  Spanish  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted.  Sic.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  Porto 
Rico,  either  directly  or  after  touching  at  any  port  or  place,  shall 
pay  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  such  further  tonnage  duty, 
in  addition  to  the  tonnage  duty  which  may  be  payable  under 
any  other  law,  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  discrimi- 
nating duty  that  would  have  been  imposed  on  the  cargoes  im- 
ported in  the  said  vessels,  respectively;  if  the  same  had  been 
exported  from  the  port  of  Havana  in  American  bottoms. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  before  any  such  ves- 
sel shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  depart  from  a  port  of  the 
United  States  with  a  cargo  which  shall  be  directly  or  indirectly 
destined  to  either  of  the  said  islands,  the  said  vessel  shall  pay 
such  further  tonnage  duty  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount 
of  discriminating  duty  that  would  be  payable  for  the  time  being 
upon  the  cargo  if  imported  into  the  port  of  Havana  in  an  Ame- 
rican bottom. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Spanish  vessel  shall 
be  allowed  to  clear  out  or  depart  from  a  port  of  the  U.  States, 
with  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises,  except  upon  a  destina- 
tion to  some  port  or  place  in  the  island  of  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico, 
without  giving  bond,  with  approved  security,  in  double  the  va- 
lue of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that  the  said  cargo,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  not  be  landed  in  either  of  the  said  islands;  which 
bond  shall  be  cancelled  on  producing  of  certificate  from  an 
American  consul,  that  the  said  cargo  has  been  landed  elsewhere, 
bona  fide,  and  without  intention  to  reship  it  for  a  port  in  one  of 
the  said  islands. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  from  time  to  time  to 


estimate  the  said  additional  tonnage  duty,  and  to  give  directions 
to  the  officers  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States  for  the  col- 
lections of  such  duties  so  as  to  conform  the  same  to  any  varia- 
tion which  may  take  place  in  the  discriminating  duties  levied 
on  the  cargoes  of  AiiHJrican  vessels  in  the  said  port  of  Havana. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shiill  be  satisfied  that  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  in  favor  of  Spanish  bottoms,  levied  upon  the  car- 
goes of  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rieo, 
have  been  abolished,  or  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  a  satisfacto- 
ry arrangement  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  duties  shall  have 
been  made  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  president 
is  hereby  authorised  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamalion,  and 
thereupon  this  act  shall  cease  to  have  any  further  force  or  effect. 

Approved,  June  30,  1834. 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations  for  certain  harbors,  and 

removing  obstructions  in  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  for  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Be  ii,  enacted,  &.c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 

are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated 

money  in  the  treasury,  for  carrying  on  and  completing  certain 

works  heretofore  commenced,  viz: 

For  piers  at  the  entrance  of  Kennebunk  riv«r,  ten  thousand 
tiiree  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  Merrimach  river,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  preservation  of  Plymouth  beach,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  beach  at  Provincetown  harbor, 
Massachusetts,  four  thousand  four  iiundred  doUars. 

For  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis  harbor,  Massachusetts,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbors  of  Newcastle,  Marcus  Hook,  Ches- 
ter and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware  river,  six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  improvement  of  Ocracock  river,  North 
Carolina,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  St.  Mark's  river  and  har- 
bor, Florida,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  thirty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars. 

For  the  piers  at  La  Plaisance  Bay,  Michigan,  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  carrying  on  the  Delaware  breakwater,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  filling  up  and  securing  a  breach  in  the  south  embankment 
at  Presqu'  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  three  thousand  and  forty-five 
dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  in  removing  the  bar  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  called  the  Choctaw  Pass,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Savannah,  in  re- 
moving the  obstructions  in  said  river  from  the  city  of  Savannah 
to  its  mouth,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  and  securing  the  works  at  Oswego  harbor,  N. 
York,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Big  Sodus  Bay,  N.  York, 
on  the  present  plan,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  works  at  Gennessee  river,  New  York,  on 
the  present  plan,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  Black  Rock  harbor,  New 
York,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  works  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Dunkirk  harbor,  New 
York,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Presqu'  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  twen- 
ty thousand  dolfars. 

For  completing  and  securing  the  works  at  Cleaveland  harbor, 
Ohio,  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  repairing  and  securing  the  works  at  Grand  river,  Ohio, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Black  river,  Ohio,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  extending  and  securing  the  works  at  Huron  river,  Ohio, 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Ashtabula  creek,  Ohio, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveys  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  includ- 
ing arrearages  for  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  twenty- 
nine  thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  five  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  appropriated  and  applied  to  geological  and  mineralogical 
surveys  and  researches. 

To  rebuild  the  monument  on  Steel's  lodge,  Penobscot  Bay, 
four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Cumbei  land   river  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  war  department. 
Approved,  June  28, 1634. 


392        NILES'  REGISTER— AUG.  2,  1834— YEAS  AND  NAYS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


YEAS  AND  NAYS  IN  THE  SENATE. 
From  the  United  States  Gazette. 
A  correspondent  has  furnished  us  with  the  subjoined  tabular  statement  of  the  votes  of  the  United  States  senate,  on  some  of  the 
Important  questions  which  came  before  that  body,  at  the  late  session. 

1.  11th  Dec.  1833.  Resolution  of  the  senate,  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the  senate  "a 
copy  of  the  paper  which  has  been  pubhslied,  and  which  purports  to  have  been  read  by  him  to  the  heads'of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, dated  tlie  18th  day  of  September  last,  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
Stales  and  its  offices."    Ayes  23.     Nays  17. 

2.  28lh  March,  1834.  "Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  money  of 
the  United  Stales,  deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  communicated  to  congress  on  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1833,  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient."    Ayes  28.     Noes  18. 

3.  28th  March,  1834.  "Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."'  Ayes  26' 
Nays  20. 

4.  1st  May,  1834.  "Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Peter  Wager,  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sulli- 
yan  and  Hugh  EcEIderry."    Ayes  11.    Nays  30. 

5.  7ih  May,  1834.  "Resolved,  That  the  protest,  communicated  to  the  senate  on  the  17th  instant,  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  asserts  powers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales. 

"Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to  receive  from  the  president  all  such  messages  and  communica- 
tions as  the  conj'litution  and  laws,  and  tlie  usual  course  of  business  authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise  any 
right  in  him  to  make  a  fornjal  protest  against  voles  and  proceedings  of  the  senate,  declaring  such  votes  and  proceedings  to  be  ille- 
gal and  unconstitutional,  and  requesting  the  senate  to  enter  such  protest  on  its  journals. 

"Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  proiesl  is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on  the  journal. 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  of  ihe  U.  States  has  no  right  to  send  a  protest  to  the  senate,  against  any  of  its  proceedings" 
Ayes  27.     Nays  16. — (The  vote  being  Ihe  same  on  each  of  the  four  resolutions.) 

6.  24th  June,  1834.    "Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson."    Ayes  22.    Nays  23. 

7.  24th  June,  1834.    "Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Roger  B.  Taney."    Ayes  18.    Nays  28. 

8.  27th  June,  1834.  "Resolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of  money  have  been  borrowed,  at  differenj 
banks,  by  the  postmaster  general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office 
department,  without  authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  congress  alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slatesj  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster  general,  are  illegal  and  void."  Ayes  41.  Nay» 
none. 
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We  insert  a  brief  sj)eccli  of  Mr.  Webster^  with  a  few 
words  from  Mr.  Benton,  in  conclusion  of  ilie  lively  and 
powerful  debate  on  ibe  aftairs  of  tlie  post  office,  which 
took  place  in  llie  seiiale  oi»  the  evening  of  the  27th  June, 
and  resulted  in  the  unanimoKs  vote  of  that  body,  declar- 
ing that  all  the  "contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster 
general  were  illegal  and  void." 

Many  persons  act  as  if  they  thought  tliat  the  Register 
contained  every  tiling! — tliough  happening  a  quarter  of  a 
century  before  its  publication  was  begun.  The  Regis- 
ter does  contain  manii  things,  and  thousands  on  thou- 
sands of  questions  are  settled  by  easy  references  to  its 
closely  printed  and  capacious  pages  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States — but  still,  now  and  then  a  portion  of  the 
public  mind  is  directed  to  some  particidar  subject  that 
cannot  be  found  in  this  record — and  hundreds  of  person- 
al applications  are  made  to  us  in  vain. 

Within  the  last  two  or  thi-ee  months,  we  have  had  fre- 
quent calls  for  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  address  to  president 
Washington,  when  the  latter  had  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  retiring  (a  second  time),  into  private  life.  We 
promised  to  give  these  proceedings  soon  after  the  rising 
of  congress,  and  now  present  them,  at  length. 

In  the  Register  of  the  19th,  we  gave  it  as  the  opinion 
of  sound  and  practical  men,  that  the  labor  in  agriculture 
had  been  reduced  one-fourth  in  the  last  30  or  35  years, 
by  the  use  of  improved  implements  and  tools,  facilities 
in  communications,  and  more  correct  rotations  of  crops, 
&c- 

We  notice  a  new  machine  which,  if  what  is  said  of  it 
is  true,  is  an  important  one.  It  is  called  a  hemp-cutter, 
invented  in  East  Teruiessee,  by  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Ander- 
son, and  constructed  on  very  simjde  principles — and 
which,  by  the  aid  of  two  horses,  will  cut  from  8  to  10 
acres  a  day,  in  the  best  possible  and  most  satisfactory 
manner. 

We  have  published,  we  believe,  all  the  public  acts 
passed  by  the  last  congress,  that,  as  we  think,  are  gene- 
rally useful  to  be  known. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  law  concerning  the  tonnage  duty 
on  Spanish  vessels,  inserted  in  our  last,  that  the  protect- 
ing principle  has  been  fully  recognised,  as  X.o  onv  navi- 
gation, though  it  is  resisted  as  to  owv  manvfactnres!  We 
liave  ])leasure  in  the  former — but  would  ask,  why  is  re- 
ciprocity claimed  for  and  given  to  ship  builders  and  ship 
ovvners,and  denied  to  spinners  and  weavers,  iron  makers 
and  workers,  and  many  other  far  more  important  branch- 
es of  the  national  industry?  Is  the  principle  just  in  the 
one  case,  and  unjust  in  others?  Why  does  it  more  con- 
cern an  American  farmer,  tliat  his  floui-  should  be  eX' 
ported  to  Cuiia  and  Porto  Rico  in  a  Spanish  vessel,  than 
that  he  should  be  compelled  (as  he  may  be)  to  wear  a 
coat  of  English  cloth — while  England  prohibits  the  con- 
sumption of  his  flour  or  grain? 

Some  curious  observations  of  IVilliajn  Cobbetty  in  the 
British  house  of  commons,  on  education,  are  inserted,  to 
which  we  luive  prefixed  one  or  two  remarks.  Tlie  doc- 
tiiiies  a.'owcd  by  him  are  strange  "in  these  our  days." 
He  would  keep  society  virtuous,  by  keeping  the  mass  of 
the  population  ignorant!  If  the  demngngue  is  right,  those 
who  have  been  esteemed  as  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
their  kind,  were  wretched  fools — that's  all. 

The  second  of  a  probable  series*  of  pamphlets,  on  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  and  other  things 
about  money,  or  paper,  or  credits,  or  managemoiis,  ap- 


•Since  the  preceding  was  in  type,  the  propriety  of  using  the 
word  "series"  has  become  manifest — by  sfubsequent  operations. 
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peared  last  Monday,  making  105  octavo  ])ages.  The  late 
president  of  this  bank,  on  th«  18th  of  last  month,  pub- 
lished a  deposition  implicating  the  character  of  certain 
gentlemen,  as  being,  in  fact,  his  partners  in  the  credits 
and  managements  of  the  bank,  and  the  reply  of  those  im- 
plicated now  appears — pronouncing  the  charges  prefer- 
red not  only  scandalous  and  false,  but  also  implicating 
other  parties  as  concerned  with  the  late  president  of  the 
bank  of  Maryland,  in  the  wild,  if  not  desperately  wick- 
ed, and  enormous  money  operations  of  that  institution; 
and  the  appendix  contains  a  large  body  of  strong  testimo- 
ny in  respect  to  these  affairs.  This  pamphlet  will,  most 
probably,  give  birth  to  a  rejoinder  on  the  jtarl  of  the  late 
[)resident  of  the  bank,  and  a  reply  from  the  new  parties 
implicated— which,  being  incidentally  connected  with  yet 
other  parties,  forebodes  a  long  discussion  at  "the  bar  of 
the  public  i-eason;"  parts  of  which  it  may  become  our 
duty  to  notice,  as  involving  the  proceedings  of  p?<6//c  men, 
though  hoping  to  be  excused  from  entering  into  the  5/ot/^A 
of  speculation,  (as  we  must  politely  call  it),  that  has  been, 
or  is  about  to  be,  revealed  ! 

We  shall  give  no  opinion  on  the  particular  merits  of 
the  matters  presented,  except  to  say' — that  we  never  have 
seen  a  development  of  more  rampant  uses  of  credits  than 
has  been  already  made.*  They  are  referred  to  only  to 
inform  our  readers  what  is  going  on. 

The  crimes  against  the  property  of  honest  persons, 
committed  in  or  through  the  bank  of  Maryland,  are  of  a 
larger  amount  than  the  aggregate  of  all  such  crimes  com- 
mitted by  those  who  have  tenanted  the  JHaryland  peni- 
tentiary  from  its  first  establishment  to  the  present  day! 
But  out  of  the  present  disclosures,  and  others  which 
may  be  expected,  a  public  good  will  result.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  plunder  the  people, 
grew  out  of  the  good  reputation  of  certain  of  the  gentle- 
men who  suffered  themselves  to  b«  appointed,  and  to  have 
their  names  blazotied  forth,  as  directors  of  the  institution. 
Nobod3-  supposed  that  these  men  would  do  wrong — or 
suffer  wrong  to  be  done.  But,  according  to  the  present 
appearances  of  things — those  on  whose  honesty  the  pub- 
lic relied,  were  as  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of  the  bank 
as  they  are  of  what  is  just  now  happening  in  the  planet 
Saturn!  And  are  these  not  "sms  of  omission?"  Is  a  just 
responsibility  to  the  public  lost  in  an  utter  ignorance 
of  concerns  which  they  ought  to  have  directed?  And 
how  is  it,  that  worthy  men  permit  their  names  to  be  2ised 
for  certain  purposes  abroad,  when,  in  truth,  they  are  va- 
lued only  because  of  necessary  co^mtings  oj  noses  at 
home — to  make  up  a  board!  We  insist  on  it — that  gen- 
tlemen who  lend  their  names  in  such  eases  should  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
lent;  and  the  statements  now  before  us,  it  may  be  hoped, 
will  lead  into  a  direct  and  clear  understanding  on  this 
subject,  when  new  banks  are  to  be  chartered — with  pro- 
visions something  after  this  manner:  if  the  ca])ital  of  the 
bank  is  not,  in  good  faith,  paid  in  as  prescribed  in  the 
law — if  its  discounts,  or  accommodations,  by  whatever 


*VVe  had  here  gi^'eu  a  noie,  ijoing  intosome  of  the  paslicMilars 
stated,  as  to  the  ouiraueoii-!,  if  not  rascnlly,  us^es  of  credit.*  al- 
luded to — but  the  insertion  oftiiese  would  iiave  rendered  it  ju£t 
that  the  oilier  side  should  be  shewn,  as  facts  shall  be  stated. 
We  vvi>h  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  proceedin<;  into  details — but 
cannot  refrain  from  offering  a  sonrraj  prote-t  acaiiist  the  parties 
— be  they  whom  they  may.  And  it  i.'*  abominable,  that  the  fee 
ble  bank  of  Maryland,  with  a  capital  not  exceeding  300,000 
dollars,  and  piobably  less,  should  have  dealt  in  the  miilions  that 
il  evidently  did  do. 

It  is  lime,  also,  Mial  nfull  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
should  be  made  by  the  trustees,  with  specificatioris  of  accom- 
modalions,  not  within  the  pate  of  ordinary  business  transactions. 

We  have  no  personal  complaints  to  make  against  the  bank 
of  31aryland — for,  long  before  its  explosion,  we  thought  it  a 
bankrupt  concern,  and  acted  accordingly — not  trusting  it  24 
hours  to  the  amount  of  50  dollars— but  there  was  nothing  abso- 
lutely known  that  would  have  justified  us  in  proclaiming  oar 
ppittioi^of  it. 


394 


NILES'  REGISTER— AUG.  9,  lb34— MiSCELLAlVEOUS. 


name  they  may  be  called,  shall  exceed  a  certain  number  of 
times  the  amount  of  the  capital  truly  paid  in  and  remain- 
ing-active  in  the  bank — if  ll»e  issjues  uf  the  bank,  and  other 
demands  against  it,  shall   more  than  so  and  so  far  exceed 

the  amount  of  its  real  cajjital every  director  of  the 

bank  shall  be  rendered  personally  responsible  for  all  loss- 
es that  may  accrue  by  tlie  bank,  whose  charter  shall  also 
be  instantly  forfeited  on  the  establishment  of  mal-conduct 
in  cither  respect.  But  the  most  sin-evvd  and  industrious 
directors  may  be  deceived — they  must  depend  on  the 
statements  of  presidents,  cashiers  and  clerks:  very  well 
—let  such  statements  be  laid  before  the  board  every 
week,  signed  by  the  proper  officers  or  clerks,  and  the 
directors  be  relieved  of  the  personal  lesjjonsibility  just 
above  spoken  of,  by  proving  the  falsity  of  such  statements, 
which  falsehood  shall  be  made  a  felony,  subjecting  the 
author  of  it  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  21  years.  Jllistakes  in  such  cases  can- 
not be  plead,  for  they  cannot  be  made.  But  if  diiectors 
shall  disregard  the  true  statements  so  made,  the  felony 
ought  to  rest  with  them,  and  the  punishment  follow  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that,  under  such  conditions,  boards  of 
directors  could  not  be  obtained.  Peihaps  not  as  7iow  ob- 
tained, or  in  such  numbers:  but  these  things  would  be 
easily  remedied — for  persons  really  interested  in  the 
bank,  would  then  be  those  really  dii-ecting  the  affaiis  of 
the  bank;  and  names  would  not  be  lent  so  heedlessly  as 
they  are  now,  to  lead  innocent  persons  into  the  snares  of 
credit-mongers. 

It  is  said  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  will  make 
^70,000  by  the  enhanced  value  of  gold,  in  consequence  of 
the  late  laws — having  a  consideraole  quantity  of  coin  and 
bullion  in  its  vaults,  ready  for  the  new  coins  ordered  to 
be  made,  some  of  which  appear  to  be  already  in  circula- 
tion— or  are  rather  given  out  to  sheiv  as  "pocket"  pieces, 
for  political  effect,  and  "6e/ore  the  October  elections." 
So  those  v\ho  accused  the  officers  of  the  mint  with  a  sub- 
serviency to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  keeping 
back  the  coinage,  must  praise  where  they  blamed!  That 
is  an  easy  operation,  however. 

But  the  idea  oi forcing  Si  gold  circulation,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  large  sums,  in  gold,  in  the  evei-y-day  negotia- 
tions between  man  and  man,  is  ridiculous.  The  solvent 
and  well  managed  banks  will  gather  up  the  new  gold 
coins,  when  issued,  and  retain  ihem,  if  they  please,  or 
give  them  out  in  preference  to  silver  coiiis,  if  more  is  to 
be  made  by  retiring  their  oivn  notes  with  them.  If  the 
newly  established  legal  value  of  gold  is  less  than  that  of 
silver,  the  former  will  be  imported  and  the  latter  export- 
ed, and  we  shall  have  what  must  be  esteemed  a  dejjreciat' 
ed  currency,  though  a  gold  one!  On  these  subjects  we 
take  leave  to  present  the  following  just  views  of  Mr. 
Hinney,  taken  from  his  speech  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  the  21st  June  last — ■ 

"In  his  judgment,  there  was  nothing  in  any  of  the  suggestions 
that  had  been  made,  lo  justify  the  extreme  valuation  now  pro- 
posed by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  coins.  In  regard 
to  this  or  any  other  change  in  the  value,  there  were  two  re- 
marks that  he  would  submit  to  the  house.  In  the  first  place, 
he  did  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  any  change  would  mate- 
rially increase  the  metallic  circulation  of  the  country.  Gold, 
however  estimated,  would  not,  to  any  extent,  take  the  place  of 
bank  paper,  while  bank  paper  was  permitted  by  law  to  circulate 
as  it  now  did.  A  traveller  might  be  induced  to  take  gold  for  his 
expenses,  if  he  could  not  obtain  paper  that  would  travel  with 
him  without  loss;  and  while  gold  should  be  a  novelty,  a  few 
more  pieces  might  be.soen  in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens:  but 
the  increase  of  the  mass  in  circulation  from  these  causes  would 
not  be  considerable.  Wherever  gold  should  come,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  bank  paper,  it  would  in  general  displace 
silver  without  adding  to  it.  This  was  the  first  remark  he  had 
to  submit.  The  other  was,  that  no  change  in  valuation  would 
produce  any  considerable  increase  of  specie  in  the  banks.  Un- 
der the  proposed  change  they  would  have  a  greater  amount  of 
gold,  but  at  the  same  time  they  would  have  a  less  amount  of 
silver.  Nothing  would  induce  the  banks,  nor  could  anything 
compel  them  to  keep  more  of  either  metal  on  hand  than  was 
necessary  to  sustain  their  paper  circulation;  and  what  they  did 
keep  on  hand,  wJiether  it  should  be  gold  or  silver,  would  be  of 
the  same  use  to  them  and  to  the  country.  Little  or  nothing 
was  to  be  gained  by  the  substitution  of  gold  for  silver.  The 
mass  would  not  be  augmented,  though  its  complexion  might  be 
changed.  It  was,  therefore,  a  delusion  to  suppose,  as  had  been 
proclaimed  in  the  public  papers,  that  this  bill  would  give  a  spe- 
cie currency  to  the  country;  neither  would  it  give  increased 
■tablUty  to  bank  paper.  The  extent  of  itu  wffect  would  be,  if 
gold  ihould  be  rightly  valued,  to  give  the  country  some,  ujojte 


gold  than  it  previously  had,  and  to  about  the  same  extent  to  di- 
ininisli  the  silver;  and  it  would  also  give  to  the  holder  of  gold 
its  real  value  innnediattly  in  every  Iriinsaciitm,  without  com- 
pelling liim  lo  seek  it  tlirou;^h  a  iraiisaciion  with  a  broker.  If 
over-valued,  its  tficcl  would  be  lo  enable  a  debtor  to  pay  hid 
present  debts  willi  less  than  he  owed,  iuid  to  that  extent  conse- 
quently to  defraud  his  creditor;  niuJ  it  would,  if  considerable, 
place  silver  exactly  in  the  comlnfon  in  which  gold  now  was, 
and  make  it  an  article  of  trade,  instead  of  currency.  In  the  end, 
we  might  have  to  change  Ihe  relative  value  of  the  two  meials 
lo  keep  silver  here,  as  ue  now  proposed  lo  do  lo  keep  ilie  gold. 
It  had  not,  indeed,  occuiied  to  him  that  it  was  as  iinporlanl  as 
some  had  llnjught  to  rai.-e  gold  even  to  what  he  admitted  lo  be 
its  true  proportional  value.  The  real  value  had  always  been 
obtained,  and  would  cinitinue  lo  he  obtained,  by  the  American 
holder,  in  the  shape  of  a  pfemiuni  in  the  market,  and  this  with 
out  any  law  for  the  purpose,  except  the  law  of  commercial  ex- 
changes. Indeed,  it  was  from  this  very  premium  that  iis  true 
value,  when  compared  Willi  silver,  was  obtained.  It  would  fd- 
cilitate  the  gam  of  this  prtniiuin  by  the  holder  of  gold,  to  raise 
the  legal  value  of  gold  to  the  same  extent  or  thereabouts,  and 
to  this  extent  he  was  willii.g  to  go,  but  not  beyond  it." 

The  new  coinage,  however,  was  commenced  on  the  1st 
iubt.  as  we  learn  by  the  following  official  statement. 

MEW    GOLD    COIN. 

Treasury  department,  August  2d,  1834. 

The  annexed  letter  will  enable  the  public  readily  to  distin- 
guish the  new  from  the  old  criins. 

As  the  date  could  not,  by  law,  be  altered,  but  the  cap  and 
mono  might  be  legally  omitted,  and  would  serve  plainly  lo  dis- 
tinguish the  new  impression,  thai  course  has  been  adopted  at 
the  mint  till  the  commencennnt  of  the  next  year,  when  the 
motto  will  probably  be  restored,  and  the  date  of  the  new  year, 
instead  of  the  omission  of  the  motto,  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
indicate  the  change  in  ilie  coin.  i 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia  1st  Aug.  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  ihe  honorto  inform  the  de[)ariment, that  the  coin- 
age of  gold,  according  to  the  new  ratio  of  gold  and  silver,  com- 
UKMiced  this  morniijg,  being  the  earliest  day  permitted  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act. 

In  making  this  communication,  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  re- 
cur to  the  |)eculiarities  by  which  new  gold  coins  are  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  former  issues.   They  are  the  following: 

On  the  (ace,  the  new  coins  will  be  readily  distinguished  by  a 
head  of  liberty,  disencumbered  of  a  cap. 

On  Ihe  reverse,  the  surplus  motto  "E  pluribus  unum,"  which 
for  many  years  has  occupied  a  portion  of  the  diali  above  the 
eaj/le,  is  now  omitted. 

These  changes,  independently  of  the  facility  to  be  derived 
from  them,  lo  distinguish  the  future  from  the  past  emission  of 
our  gold  coins,  are  recommended  by  a  nearer  adherence  Id  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  as  well  as  liy  the  rules  of  laste  and  clas- 
sic authority.  The  views  in  these  respects,  presented  in  my 
communication  of  the  9lh  ult.  having  mei  your  approbation,  . 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  sustained  by  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

In  regard  to  the  omission  of  the  motto  above  referred  lo,  the 
same  improvement  w.is  introduced  in  the  quarter  dollar  in  1831, 
the  subject  having,  by  communication  of  the  29lh  January  of 
that  year,  been  siibmilled  to  the  president,  through  the  depart- 
ment, and  approved. 

The  eagle  of  the  former  issues  weighs  270  grains,  the  half 
eagles  135  grains,  and  the  quarter  67^  grains.  The  eagle  under 
the  present  law,  will  weigh  258  grains,  the  half  eagle  129  grains, 
and  the  quarter  64^  grains.  These  weights  are  recited  because 
desirable  to  be  kept  in  mind,  rather  than  as  afljording  a  farther 
criterion  of  distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  coins — since 
an  inspection,  much  more  cursory  than  that  of  weighing,  will 
distinguish  litem  by  the  preceding  characteristics. 

The  eagle  and  half  eagle  of  the  new  coinage  will  be  less  in 
diameter  than  those  of  the  former  emissions,  and  that  in  a  great- 
er proportion  than  the  diminution  of  weight  would  indicate. 
This  however,  though  a  decided  amendment  of  our  coinage,  \a 
of  less  value  as  a  distinctive  mark,  since  the  comparison  would 
require  the  presence  of  coin  of  both  classes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re.<<peol,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, Samuel  Moov.e,  director  of  the  mint. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  have  prepared,  and  expect  to  publish  next  week, 
the  aggregate  results,  and  by  states,  of  the  censuses  of 
1790,  1800,  1810,  1820  and  1830,  to  shew,  at  once,  the 
condition,  progress  and  location  of  the  ])opulatio!i  of  the 
United  States  and  the  territories,  accoinpanied  by  cer- 
tain estimates  and  elucidatory  remarks.  A  good  deal  of 
labor  has  been  expended  on  the  tables,  and  we  think  that 
they  will  be  useful,  as  well  as  amusing,  to  many  of  our 
readers,  if  they  will  take  tiie  trouble  to  examine  them. 

It  is  seen  with  i-egrct  that  liberty  has  been  deprived  of 
her  cap,  and  that  the  words  "^  pluribus  iimcm"  are 
omitted  on  the  new  gold  coins.  There  is  an  apparent 
hvrry  in  getting:  out  these  coins,  as  there  was  in  the  pas- 
sago  of  the  bills,   that  seems  rather  to  look  to  party 
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politics  than  to  the  somulness  of  the  mrre?! cy  oi'  iht  coun- 
ti'V;  iind  all  sober  men  will  agree  lliat  notliing-  ot"  lliis 
sort  should  be  done  "Tor  effect. "  'They  are  serious  nuil- 
ters,  and  ought  lo  be  accomplished  with  great  delibeia- 
tion.  But  the  "misery"  is,  tiiat  almost  every  thing  now 
runs  into  tlie  "politics  of  the  day."  Even  the  questions 
concerning  the  protection  of  national  industry  and  inter- 
nal itnprovements,  were  forced  inlo persoiuU  [)iiv[y  mat- 
ters! 

We  believe  in  the  "right  of  instruction" — but  do  not 
believe  that  it  can  be  rightfully  used  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, or  concerning  questions  that  belong  to  ti'ansient 
political  parties,  and  esi)ecialiy  with  respect  lo  numbers 
of  the  senate  of  the  United  States — that  body,  by  its  con- 
struction and  constitution,  being  designed  not  to  resist 
the  piMic  opinion  clearly  ascertained,  but  to  i)reserve 
stability  in  the  measures  of  goveinment,  and  balance 
party  ebullitions,  until  time  is  allowed  for  a  careful  con- 
sideration, or  re-consideration,  of  any  measure  or  pi'o- 
ject  that  may  be  suddenly  entertained  by  an  apparent 
majority  of  the  people.  'I'his  subject,  we  think,  is  wor- 
thy of  a  full  examination,  and,  perhaps,  we  shall  attempt 
to  give  it  one. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  senate  were  elected, 
for  example,  as  decided  friends  of  tlie  bank  of  tlie  Unit- 
ed States.  Among  the  most  earnest  of  its  supporters  were 
the  senators  from  Pennsylvania,  unanimously  instructed 
to  stand  by  the  bank!  It  was  nearly  thus  also  with  the 
senators  from  New  Jersey,  and  others.  Is  the  whole 
policy  of  this  government,  on  great  national  questions, 
to  be  changed  as  accidental  changes  take  place  in  the  po- 
litics of  members  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states'*  JVlesbrs. 
Spragne,  Frelinghnysen  and  Southard,  for  instances, 
have  been  much  abused  because  not  yielding  obedience 
to  the  instructions  of  the  legislatures  of  Maine  and  New 
Jersey.  They  said  the  people  were  with  them;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  so,  at  the  elections  just  now  about  to  take 
place,  what  defence  will  be  offered  in  favor  of  the  right 
in  the  legislatures  named  to  instruct  these  gentlemen? 
And  we  shall  see  also  what  happens  as  to  senators  from 
other  states,  who  voted  for  or  against  the  bank.  Will 
some  of  the  latter,  elected  as  enemies  of  the  bank,  wheel 
about  on  a  change  of  the  political  charactei%  (if  it  hap- 
pens), of  their  respective  legislatures? 

But  we  cannot  do  more  at  present  than  suggest  these 
things  to  the  public  consideration.  VVe  have  thrown 
aside  a  large  collection  of  sayings  about  the  senate,  and 
intend  to  review  them.  "VVe  are  republicans  of  the 
school  of  98"' — '(in  which  school,  however,  many  errors 
were  committed  that  have  been,  by  republicans,  correct- 
ed)— but  we  are  not  for  tearing  every  thing  into  pieces — 
such  as  relate  to  the  judiciary,  the  tariff,  internal  im- 
provements, or  the  currency,  for  examples,  on  the  fjhim 
of  the  7noment.  A  child  may  destroy  in  one  hour,  (by 
fire),  a  property  that  it  will  cost  the  labor  of  100,  or  1,000 
men  a  whole  ysar  to  renew  or  replace. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  made  his  journey 
home,  very  quietly — but  at  Nashville,  preparations  had 
been  made  to  give  him  a  public  reception.  There  are 
several  reports  that  he  is  in  bad  health,  greatly  emaciat- 
ed and  worn  down,  and  it  is  added  that  he  was  compel- 
led to  stop  several  days  on  his  journey. 

JNIr.  Clay  has  reached  his  farm,  in  Kentuck)',  in  high 
health  and  good  spirits.  It  surely  must  be  pleasant  to 
public  men  to  retire  into  the  sweets  of  private  life  and  of 
home,  and  there  recruit  themselves. 

Mr.  Spragne,  one  of  the  senators  from  Maine,  having 
been  received  on  his  return  home  by  large  bodies  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  congratulated  at  several  places,  has 
been  nominated  as  the  "whig"  candidate  for  governor, 
at  the  election  to  be  held  next  month.  The  convention 
by  which  he  was  nominated  is  said  to  have  consisted  of 
between  2,000  and  3,000  persons!  It  was  expected  that 
gen.  King,  who  was  president  of  this  multitude,  would 
have  been  nominated — but  he  declined,  for  reasons  given 
on  the  occasion.  Gen.  King  has  been  governor  of  Maine 
—and  the  ex-governors  J7;/?i<o&7z  and  Smith,  wiive  also  pre- 
sent at  this  convention.  Tlie  three  had  been  elected  by 
tlwi  "Jackson  party"  in  Maine. 


The  i-egular  elections  in  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Missis- 
sipj)i,  Ahibama,  Indiaiia,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Tennessea 
and  N.  Carolina,  have  already,  we  believe,  been  held— • 
and  those  of  Rhode  Island  will  be  held  in  the  jjresent 
month' — but  only  the  result  in  the  first  named  state  is 
known:  those  in  Vermont  and  Maine  will  be  held  eaily 
in  September;  those  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, Mar}  land.  South  Caudina,  Georgia  and  Ohio, 
in  October:  those  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  ii* 
Novend)er,  and  those  of  New  Hau)|)shire,  Connecticnt 
and  Virginia  are  to  be  Iield  in  tlie  spring. 

Some  very  extr^iordiiiiiry  agieements  and  correspon* 
deuces  have  taken  place  bctwut  n  the  rival  candidates  for 
governor  oi Indiana,  JNIessrs.  N.  Noble,  and  J.  G.  Read. 
They  entered  into  written  articles  as  to  the  times  and 
counties  that  they  would  visit  iov  electioneering  purposes, 
which  tiie  hitter  is  charged  with  having  violated,  &c.  At 
some  places,  the  parties  were  to  address  the  people,  at 
others  they  were  not.     This  sliows  a  practice 

"More  lionored  in  tlie  breach  lliaii  tlie  observance;" 
and  gives  important  advantages  to  one  person  who  is  the 
best  talker,  over  another  vviio  may  be,  by  far,  the  best 
thinker  and  doer.  Young  lawyers,  with  brazen  fronts 
and  loud  voices,  might  thus  put  such  men  as  wore  Wash- 
ington and  Franklin  to  shame — before  the  people! 

We  have  received,  and  given  a  cursory  reading  to  an 
"Essay  on  the  interest  of  money,  and  the  policy  of  laws 
against  usury,"  by  Thomas  R.  Dew,  ])rofessor  of  politi- 
cal economy,  &c.  in  the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  at 
Williamsburgh,  Va. 

The  subject  is  ably  handled,  and  abounds  with  refer- 
ences to  facts  and  principles,  of  which  it  may  be  said— 
"Iiidocti  discant,  et  ameiit  ineniinisse  periti." 

Professor  Dew  takes  a  bold  and  strong  ground  against 
the  usury  laws,  notwithstanding  the  antiquity  and  gene- 
ral adoption  of  them.  He  regards  money  as  merchan- 
dise, which  every  man  has  a  right  to  sell  or  purchase  on 
terms  that  are  agreeable  to  himself,  or  as  shall  appear 
profitable  to  him  in  the  acquisition  of  something  by  the 
use  of  money — or  the  retention  of  some  other  thing, 
which,  for  the  want  of  money,  he  may  be  suddenly  or 
injuriously  deprived  of.  We  think  that  this  is  the  trus 
doctrine  on  the  subject.  "Money,"  whether  in  coin  or 
credit,  has  the  same  natural  relation  as  to  price  as  corn 
or  cotton.  The  new  eagles,  unless  worth  10  dollars  in 
silver,  will  not  be  generally  exchanged  for  ten  silver  dol- 
lars; nor,  in  the  same  case,  will  ten  bushels  of  wheat, 
worth  one  silver  dollar  per  bushel,  be  sold  for  a  gold  ea- 
gle. So  with  credits,  and  especially  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes,  on  which,  with  the  exception  of  those  issued  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  there  is  a  continually  ope- 
rating tariff — and  these,  also,  in  many  places,  on  ac- 
count of  the  greater  security  in  them,  or  much  reduced 
costs  of  transportations,  are  \»orth  one  or  two  per  cent, 
more  than  the  legal  coins  of  the  country,  being,  like 
coin,  articles  of  merchandise — and  herein  the  principle 
of  usury  is  as  clearly  manifested  as  in  charging  7  or  8 
per  cent,  on  loans,  when  the  legal  rate  is  only  6  per  cent. 
But  no  one  will  pay  such  premium  on  bills  of  the  bank 
of  tiie  U.  S.  unless  believed  profitable;  and  so  the  rate  of 
interest  on  money,  as  Mr.  Dew  contends,  ought  to  be  set- 
tled by  contract,  though,  in  the  absence  of  a  contract,  the 
legal  rate  should  be  used  in  adjustments  between  lenders 
and  borrowers  of  money,  the  value,  or  rent,  of  which  as 
much  depends  on  supply  and  demand  as  the  value  of 
cod  fish  or  tobacco;  and  persons  who  think  that  they  can 
make  or  save  20  per  cent,  on  money  borrowed  at  10  per 
cent,  should  not  be  prevented,  any  more  than  others 
who,  thinking  that  they  foresee  a  rise  in  the  market, 
should  be  forbidden  to  give  high  prices  for  corn  or  cot- 
ton. 

These  remarks,  however,  will  net  extend  to  that  class 
of  money-lenders  wlio  are  generally  called  "i'^arer*"-— 
and  especially  such  as  use  certain  means,  public  or  pri- 
vate, to  produce  a  scarcity  of  nioney'that  thej  may  prey 
upon  those  who  need  it. 

The  professor  thinks  that  "bank  interest  should  con^ 
form  to  the  ordinary  market  rate"  of  interest,  and  hfe 
argues  the  subject  well.  The  market  rate  of  interest, 
we  understand  to  be  that  which  is  established  by  law,  as 
a  general  rule;  but,  as  he  shews,  this  rate  is  12^  per  cent. 
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in   Illinois,   10  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Indiana   and 
Missouri,  8  in  Alabama,  7  in  New  York,  and  6  in  the 
rest  of  the  states—- whence  the  right  to  limit  the  bank  ot 
the  United  States  to  6  per  cent,  in  all  cases,  or  even  to 
five,  as  suggested  by   Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Forsyth,  in 
the  senate?     Why  should  not  the  local  laws  be  observed 
as  fixing  the  "market  rale"  for  the  bank  ?     In  some  pla- 
ces, and  at  certain  times,  the  real  market  rate  is  below  the 
legal  rate,  and  high  premiums  having  been  paid  for  five  per 
cent,  stocks— at  others,  the  real  market  rate  is  far  above 
the  legal   rate--as  it  recently  was  in  all  parts  of  tlie 
union,  until,  by  restrained  expenditures  and  new  entei-- 
prises,  the  demand   for  money  was  much  and  severely 
lessened,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  are  more 
or  less  embarrassed,  being  deprived  of  their  ordinary 
means.     "Much  might  be  said  on  both  sides.''     \in\,  it 
banks  become  possessed  of  certain  rights  or   privibges 
by  acts  of  incorporation,  the  power  to  grant  them  a  char- 
ter may  be  rightfully  exerted  to  prescribe  its  conditions, 
and   the  party  accepting  must  abide  by  them;   and   we 
agree  that  cor[}orations  should  be  restrained.     And  there 
is  also  this  important  result  in   them,  if  honestly  and 
carefully   managed— they  do    much    to   fix    the  general 
market  value  of  monev,  whether  above  or  below  the  le- 
gal limit  of  interest  that  may  be  demanded,  though  they 
cannot,  at  all  times,  control  it — for  banks,  like  individu- 
als, have  sometimes  a  surplus,  and  at  others  a  deficiency 
of  means. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  24  large  octavo 
pages,  and  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  those  who  wish  to 
investigate  the  expediency  of  the  laws  against  usury — 
the  practical,  as  well  as  the  moral  effects  of  which  are 
fully  considered  by  Mr.  Dew. 


Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  who  never  speaks  in  congress 
"until  he  has  something  to  say,"  and  then  always  speaks 
to  the  purpose,  when  the  harbor  bill  was  before  the 
house  of  representatives,  among  other  interesting  mat- 
ters, presented  a  table  shewing  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  port  of  Cleaveland,  on  Lake  Erie,  for  9 
years— to  wit:  from  1825  to  1833,  inclusive,  as  follows, 
made  up  from  the  returns  ot  the  collector  of  the  port. 


It  is  as  well  the  progress  of  internal  improvement,  as 
of  population,  which  has  caused  these  wonderful  results 
— and  thus  will  go  on  yet  more  to  astonish  us,  unless 
obstructed  by  some  great  national  calamity. 

Mr.  W.  gave  the  following  as  the  gross  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  expended  in  the  harbors  of  Ohio: 

Cleaveland,  $34,235  56;  Grand  riv*r,  ^,598  29;  Black  river, 
ittj35,734  77;  Huron  river,  $22,208  71;  Ashtabula,  $-35,558  75; 
Conneant,  $24,810  65;  Cunningliam  creek,  ^6,956  00.  Aggre- 
gate amount,  $189,102  73. 

A  small  sum,  indeed,  for  such  important  purposes. 

Mr.  K'anng,  one  of  the  senators  of  the  Ignited  States 
from  Ohio,  on  l>is  return  to  Columbus,  partook  of  a  pub- 
lic dinner  given  by  a  laige  party  of  his  friends,  at  which 
the  following  regular  toasts  were  drank: 

The  senate  of  tiie  United  States — It  ''stood  betvyeen  the  liv- 
ini;  and  the  dead,  and  the  plague  was  slaved." 

The  house  of  re|)resenlrtlives  of  the  United  States — A  liilU 
refijnn  would  he  a  preat  improvement. 

Our  (!i.-;lin;!ui>!)ed  guest,  the  lion.  Thomas  Ewing — The  intel- 
ligent represeiiiatrve  of  the  state  and  of  the  people  of  Ohio — he 
has  proved  himself  entirely  worthy  of  his  high  trnst.  [Called 
for.  and  drank  a  second  lime.] 

The  post  ottice  deparitnenl — an  Augean  stahte,  which  re- 
quires, to  cleanse  it,  the  |)o\vei  of  a  second  Hercules. 

And  with  reference  to  the  last  toast,  and  in  allusion  to 
the  abuse  that  has  been  heaped  upon  Mr.  Exving,  be- 
cause that  he  is  a  "self-made  man,"  having  paid  for  his 
own  etUication  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  the  follow- 
ing volunteer  was  given—- 

The  Ohio  hostler — He  has  dug  deep  into  the  filth  of  tVie  Au- 
aenn  stahles,  and  curried  well  the  senatorial  stud  of  the  magi- 
cian— let  him  "ro  ahead." 

And  also  this— 

By  A.  Kelley,  president.  The  peop>e  of  the  state  of  Ohio — 
they  will  correctly  instruct  those  who  incorrectly  instructed 
their  representatives  in  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales. 
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A  public  dinner  was  recently  given  to  Mr.  Tyler,  of  the 
senate,  at  Norfolk.  The  following  are  some  of  the  toasts 
given  on  that  occasion: 

The  senate  of  the  U.  S. — Health,  happiness  and  fame  to  the 
senators  who  exposed  and  defeated  the  reckless  efforts  of  a 
wilful  executive,  and  of  parasites  and  retainers  to  reduce  it  to 
subserviency. 

President  Jackson^s  proclamation  and  protest — Designed  as 
commentaries  on  the  constitution — They  are  at  war  with  the 
instrument,  and  the  voice  of  a  people  jealous  of  their  rights, 
will  pronounce  their  conds'mnation. 

Martin  Van  Buren — "Uncompromising  hostility  to  his  ad- 
vancement: the  honor  and  interest  of  the  country  demand  it."* 

At  a  late  party  convention  held  at  Haverhill,  out  of 
twelve  delegates  from  Nev\  bury  port,  e/^/jY  were  custom 
house  officers,  holding  eleven  distinct  offices. 

Mr.  Burges,  of  the  house  of  representatives,  is  spoken 
of  as  the  anti-Jackson  candidate  for  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  from  Hhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Kmght, 
whose  period  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March 
next,  who  does  not  wish  a  i-e-election.  If  it  shall  so 
happen — Mr.  Bvrges  will  be  mucii  missed,  hy  friend  and 
by  foe,  in  the  house,  as  one  of  the  ablest  debaters  that 
ever  it  contained.  It  is  not  known,  howevei',  that  he  de- 
sires the  exchange  of  seats. 

It  maj'  be  mentioned  as  a  curious  incident  in  the  con- 
flicts of  party  politics,  that  the  celebrated  gen  Boot,  ac- 
cidentally in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  invited,  attend- 
ed a  great  meeting  of  "whig"  young  men,  at  which,  and 
with  great  severity,  he  denounced  the  pcneral  and  state 
adiTiinistrations.  From  four  to  five  tliousand  persons 
were  present  at  the  meeting  alluded  to. 

There  is  a  report  that  Mr.  Barry  is  about  to  resigji 
the  place  of  postmaster  general,  and  also  that  col.  j?. 
M.  Johnson,  of  Kentuckv,  or  col.  Abram  Blanding,  of 
South  Carolina,  will  be  his  successor. 

The  Gloucester  (!Mass.)  Telegraph,  like  many  other 
newspapers,  has  lately  changeil  its  ]iolitical  flag,  and  says 

*Mr.  Van  Buren  transmitted  the  tullowing  toast  to  a4th  of  July 
party  at  Frederirksburgh — 

By  the  hon.  Martin  Van  Butcn — Unqualified  and  uncompro- 
mising opposition  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales — the  interest 
and  honor  of  the  people  demand  it. 
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that,  in  consequence,  "ihe  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Gloucester,  has  not  only  taken  from  us  his  pa- 
tronnge,  but  has  denied  us  tlie  privilege  of  copying  Irom 
his  books,  tiie  names  of  the  vessels  reported  by  tlie 
boarding  officer." 

If  the  fact  stated  is  true,  Mr.  Beach,  the  collector, 
has,  indeed,  "gone  the  whole."  Such  a  "punishment" 
was  never  before  thought  of,  and  he  should  get  a  patent 
for  it,  at  once. 

The  Mississippi  state  convention  has  appointed  25  de- 
legates to  !\  convention  to  be  held  in  Baltimore,  in  the 
ensuing  autumn,  to  nominate  (Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  sup- 
pose,) the  successor  of  president  Jackson.  Of  the  25, 
there  are  four  generals,  eight  colonels,  three  majors,  six 
esquires,  and  only  one  Mr.  The  number  of  those  who 
hold  offices  of  profit  is  not  stated. 

We  have  publisiicd  the  general  report  of  the  visiters 
of  the  military  academy,  at  West  Point.  There  are  se- 
veral papers  appended,  on  particular  subjects,  that  we  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  insert.  It  may  be  mentioned, 
however,  that  to  most  of  these  is  attached  some  sort  of  a 
"protest"  by  one  or  two  individuals,  who  knew  more 
about  the  rightfulness  of  the  establishment  and  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  academy,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  board! 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  our  merchants,  ai.d 
other  dealers  in  exchange,  would  alter  the  teTi-ms  in 
■which  their  sales  or  purchases  are  made.  The  old  false 
par  of  ex;;hange  with  London,  as  established  by  laws  of 
the  United  States,  was  444  cents  the  £  sterling — and  the 
universal  i)ractice  was  to  sell  or  buy  bills  at  such  and 
such  an  advance  or  discount  on  this  arbitrary  value — the 
real  average  par  being  8  or  9  per  cent,  above  it.  But 
now,  as  our  legal  value  of  the  £  sterling  is  placed  at  480 
cents,  why  not  sell  exchanges  by  so  many  cents  to  the 
pound  sterling?  The  people,  in  their  small  dealings, 
have  4^  pennies,  their  fippenny  bits,  and  six  pences,  &c. 
according  to  the  old  currencies  in  the  several  states,  and 
will  lojjg  have  them;  but  with  the  merchants  the  reform 
proposed  may  be  easily  made,  and  every  body  intcjvsted 
understands  it,  or  may  understand  it,  in  10  minutes.  In 
addition  to  there  being  something  national  in  this  matter, 
the  calculations  are  much  more  easily  made. 

The  last  year's  export  of  cotton  was  the  heaviest  ever 
made  from  the  United  States,  but  the  current  year, 
(commencing  on  the  1st  October,  1833),  will  probably  be 
much  heavier. 

From  Oct.  1,  1832  to  July  26,  1833,  there  were  ex- 
ported from  Charleston  21,788  bales  sea  island  and 
168,598  upland — together  190,386  bales;  but  from  Oct. 
1,  1833,  to  26th  July,  1834,  17,190  bales  sea  island,  and 
.222,661  upland — together  239,851  bales — increase  49,465 
bales.     Tliere  may  be  a  falling  off  at  other  ports. 

The  Charleston  paper  has  also  another  table  shewing 
that,  in  the  lime  above  given,  in  the  last  year,  276,531 
bales  of  cotton  were  sent  from  the  southern  to  the  north- 
ern ports — 'but  only  240,621  bales  in  the  current  year, 
same  tinje — decrease  36,000  bales.  This  decrease,  how- 
ever, may  either  show  an  altered  course  of  trade  or  a  di- 
minished domestic  consumption,  but  is  not  conclusive  as 
to  either — though  a  reduced  consumption  has  probably 
happened,  notwithstanding  the  many  new  and  large  col- 
ton  mills  which  were  prepared  for  operation  in  tlie  pros- 
perous years  of  1852  and  1833,  and  the  nevv  demands  of 
a  rapidly  inci-easing  population. 

From  what  we  see  stated,  our  products  of  cotton  are 
still  rapidly  advancing,  and  may  soon  be  expected  to 
amount  to  1,500,000  bales — and  yet  the  price  is  a  rather 
high  one!  We  were  of  those  who  thought  that  there 
would  soon  be  an  end  to  its  increased  production — plac- 
ing some  limits  to  the  progress  of  scientific  power,  as 
applied  to  its  manufacture.  We  still  think  that  the 
price  must  decline;  but  the  quantity  required  seems  yet 
without  bounds,  the  reduced  and  reducing  cost  of  cotton 
fabrics  continually  adding  to  the  consumption  of  the 
material.  The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  owe  more  of 
their  comforts  to  a  humble  Yankee  schoolmaster,  IVhit- 
ney,  the  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin,  and  an  English  bar- 
b«r,  ^rkTvrighi,ihe  inventor  of  the  spinning  jenny,  than 


to  all  the  mere  conquerors  that  the  world  has  seen.  Yet, 
in  the  doctrines  of  Cobhett,  the  first  should  have  remained 
a  ploughman  on  his  father's  farm  and  the  other  been 
content  with  shaving  off  men's  beards.  Cobbett  has 
some  disci|)les  in  the  United  Stales.  One  of  the  strong- 
est minded  and  most  useful  menibers  of  our  senate,  and 
one  of  the  most  unassuming  gtintlemen'to  be  met  with, 
is  called  the  "0/«a /i6/*^/e?',"  by  persons  produced,  per- 
haps, iri  the  foulest  sources  of  population,  and  "raised" 
in  so  great  obscurity  that  nobody  knows  more  of  them 
than  their  present  ])rostitutions,  or  will  remember  them 
after  they  shall  be  "used  up"  in  the  filthy  purposes  to 
which  they  are  assigned.  And  what  may  not  be  said  of 
Mr.  Cobbett  himself,  in  these  respects? 

Oliver  Evans  ])rophesied  that  the  time  would  come 
when  steam  engines  would  be  used  for  the  common  pur- 
poses of  housewifery,  and  that  thtre  would  be  one  in 
every  large  establishment,  for  washing  clothes,  scrubbing 
floors,  churning  butter,  and  other  purposes!  And  the 
New  York  Times  says — 

Small  portable  steam  engines,  three  feet  square,  have  been 
inventetJ,  whicii,  at  an  expense  of  a  tender  and  one  liutidied 
weight  of  coals  per  day,  lift  two  tons  and  a  half  of  hrick  and 
mortar  daily,  to  the  height  of  a  four  story  building.  The  whole 
apparatus  can  be  carried  on  a  cart. 

A  Poughkeepsie  paper  of  July  30,  says — 
An  eastern  majuifaclnrer  recently  purchased  the  fleeces  of 
the  superfine  flock  of  Saxony  sheep  belonging  to  Henry  Swift, 
esq.  of  our  village,  at,  as  we  under^tand,  75,  cents,  and  otlier 
inferior  lots  of  Saxony  have  been  sold  at  55  to  63^  cents.  Mo- 
rino  and  lower  grades  are  still  neglected.  The  demand  is  steady 
and  to  manufacturers  only.  Large  shipments  arts  now  being 
made  fur  tlie  east. 

A  law  having  been  passed  in  Tennessee  against  gam- 
bling, making  the  exliibition  of  the  game  of  faro  punisha- 
ble by  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary — it  was 
attempted  to  avoid  the  law  by  making  some  changes  in  the 
game,  and  calling  it  "forty-eight."  The  courts  have 
ruled  that  it  is  the  same  game,  in  the  meaning  of  the 
statute,  and  sentenced  a  person  accordingly  to  two  years 
confinement. 

About  204,000  tons  of  coal  had  arrived  by  way  of  the 
Schuylkill  and  Delaware,  in  the  present  year,  up  to  the 
1st  August,  or  75,000  tons  less  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year;  and  the  stock  on  hand  at  Philadelphia  is  heavy. 

Balloons  must  soon  lose  all  pretensions  to  novelty  in 
otir  cities,  so  numerous  are  candidates  for  fame — in 
rising. 

Mr.  Ash,  of  Baltimore,  made  a  beautiful  ascension  in 
his  balloon,  from  Analostin  island,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  30th  inst.  in  the  presence  of  many  thou- 
sand spectators. 

And  Mr.  Durant  made  one  at  Boston  in  the  evening  of 
the  31st  ult.  He  ascended  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  travel- 
led 30  miles,  in  a  direct  line,  in  1^.  lOw.  and  fell  into 
the  sea  10  miles  from  Marblehead,  where  he  was  happi- 
ly jiicked  up  by  a  schooner,  soon  after  his  descent.  It  is 
supposed  that  from  20  to  30,000  persons  were  present  to 
witness  his  ascension. 

Mr.  Parker,  also,  made-  a  second  ascent  from  Fair 
Mount,  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  young  lady.*  He  rose  to  a  great  height  over 
the  city,  and  the  upper  current  of  air  cairied  him  south 
some  distance  below  Fort  McHenry,  when,  having  de- 
scended, he  met  with  another  current  of  air  which  carried 
him  north;  but  the  balloon  having  lost  much  of  its  ascen- 
sive  power,  fell  until  the  car  touched  the  water  of  the  ri- 
ver, in  the  ship  channel,  between  the  fort  and  Fell's  Point. 
Many  boats  were  immediately  at  hand — but  the  young 
lady  being  taken  from  the  car,  it  was  so  managed,  by 
ropes,  that  the  balloon,  yet  inflated,  with  Mr.  Parker  in 
his  place,  was  towed  over  the  tops  of  the  houses,  to  Fair 
Mount,  from  whence  it  started.  This  balloon,  soon  af- 
ter its  ascent,  took  a  rotary  motion,  and  continued  it  for 

*The  one  originally  designed  to  ascend,  was  too  heavy— tha 
hent  of  the  weather,  or  something  else,  having  prevented  ihe  ac- 
quisition of  the  ascensive  power  desired — and  she  rvluctartly  re- 
signed her  place  to  a  young  girl,  who  waved  her  flag  without 
sctiming  apprcbonsion  of  ibe  danger  to  which  she  was  exposed. 
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a  considerable  time.     It  was  a  grand    exhibition — but 
such  things  are  not  new  to  us. 

Tlie  supreme  court  of  errors,  at  Brooklyn,  Connecti- 
cut, has  decided  that  a  certain  law  of  that  state  is  conRti- 
tutioual,  inasmuch  as  blacks  are  not  citizens  wiiliin  tl>e 
meaning  of  the. constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  !xn(\  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict  against  Miss  CrmuhiH,  on  accour.t 
of  her  school,  &e.  The  defendant's  counsel,  however, 
filed  a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  the  case  lies  over  for  iur- 
Iher  argument. 

We  have  more  than  once  mentioned  ISIr.  Burden''s 
steamboat,  and  regret  to  hear  tliat,  just  when  the  value  of 
his  invention  was  about  to  be  fairly  tested,  she  has  been 
■wrecked — ■ 

We  are  sqrry  to  learn,  says  the  Albany  Eveninff  Journal,  that 
the  injury  to  Mr.  Burden's  steamboat,  is  more  serioiit:  than  we 
supposed  yesterday.  Both  cylinders  are  entirely  destroyed. 
The  loss,  we  understand,  will  not  fall  below  $25,000.  Nor  did 
the  accident  occur  as  we  first  heard.  The  channel  was  ob- 
structed by  vessels,  between  one  of  which,  arul  tlie  dam,  the 
boat  had  to  paf^s.  Finding  the  passage  too  narrow,  ilu-  [Mint 
first  rang  ins  bell  to  "stop  her,"  and  then  to  "go  back."  'I'lie 
last  bell  the  engineer  mistook  for  one  to  "go  a  head,-'  whicli 
brought  her  up  on  the  dam. 

Mr.  Wilde  in  a  late  speech,  quoting  from  some  friend 
'says — "Putthig  down  corruption  by  ernploylng  state 
banks  in  the  place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
like  promoting  temperance  by  establishing  five  liundred 
grog  shops  in  place  of  one  wholesale  grocery."  [.^v^-.  Set. 

Mr.  Tipton,  o^  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  has  ad- 
dressed the  people  of  Indiana,  at  considerable  length,  on 
the  state  of  public  affairs,  from  which  the  following  is 
extracted: 

"A  bill  passed  both  houses  of  congress  appropriatinc  money 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Waliash  river,  but  to  this  bill, 
so  important  to  Indiana  and  Illinois,  the  president  o(  the  United 
States  has  seen  fit  to  refuse  his  sanction.  This  extraordinary 
procedure  is,  in  my  opinion,  irreconcileable  with  his  approval 
of  bills  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Cumberland  and  the 
Hudson  rivers,  unless  the  advocates  of  this  policy  seek  to  shel- 
ter themselves  by  claiming  more  for  rivers  watering  the  slates 
of  Tennessee  and  f^ew  York  than  they  are  willing  to  allow  to 
the  rivers  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

"This  is  a  subject  that  addresses  itself  to  the  sober  senses  of 
every  man  in  the  community,  who  takes  any  interest  in  the 
growth  and  piosperity  of  the  west.  The  people  of  Indiana 
would  do  well  upon  all  future  occasions  to  pause  before  they 
lend  a  blind  support  to  men  of  doubtful  poIiUcs;  for  if  we  give 
up  internal  improvements,  a  protective  tariff,  and  the  regulcrtion 
of  the  currency,  what  is  left  us  worth  contending  for,' 

•'Had  the  bill  for  improving  the  Wabash  become  a  law,  we 
could  truly  have  said  that  more  had  been  done  for  Indiana  this 
year,  than  during  any  former  session  of  congress,  excepting, 
perhaps,  thai  of  J825-7,  when  the  grant  of  land  was  obtained  for 
our  canal.  Its  failure  is  in  no  wise  attributable  to  inattention 
or  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  your  delegation,  and  must  be 
deeply  deplored  by  every  friend  of  the  state. 

"Let  us  not  despair,  however,  of  ultimate  success  in  our 
laudable  undertakings  to  improve  our  country  by  constructing 
canals  and  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  our  rivers. 
We  have  commenced  and  have  a  right  to  look  for  aid  from  the 
general  government,  and  the  opposition  of  no  one  individual, 
however  elevated  he  may  be,  can  long  resist  the  will  of  the 
freemen  of  the  west,  when  expressed  through  the  ballot  boxes. 
Your  most  obedient  servant,  John  Tipton." 

The  line  between  constitutional  and  iinconstitiitioiial 
appropriations  of  money  for  making  public  improve- 
n?ents,  has  been  so  finely  drawn,  in  latter  years,  that  we 
know  not  where  it  lies.  The  Hudson  being  a  tide-ivater 
stream,  x>'^f''^ps,  may  not  stand  precisely  in  the  same 
case  as  the  Wabash — but  it  is  diffictilt  to  say  in  wliat  i^e- 
spect  the  character  of  t!ie  Wabash  difi'ers  frorn  that  of  the 
Cumberland!  And  if  ti<le-water  works  sue!)  great  dis- 
tinction, no  claims  for  appropriations  should  I)e  prefer- 
red on  behalf  of  the  migiily  rivers  of  the  west!  To  them 
the  decree  of  the  council  of  Castile  may  be  applied — "if 
God  had  intendecl  lliat  ihcy  should  I)e  navigated,  he  would 
himself  have  made  them  navigable!" 

The  New  York  Star  announces  the  death  of  judge 
Johnson,  of  South  Carolina,  at  Brooklyn,  on  Monday, 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

He  had  nrrived  here  some  weeks  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  pla- 
cing hinuelf  under  the  charge  of  an  eminent  medical  jiractition- 


er  of  this  city,  having  for  some  time  suffered  with  an  affection 
of  the  jaw,  to  eradicate  which  it  required  he  should  undergo 
the  most  painful  surgical  operation.  Dr.  Motl,  of  this  city, 
was  selected  for  the  purpose,  who  expressed  his  opinion  of  the 
inability  of  the  judire  to  survive  the  oppration.  With  a  know- 
leye  of  the  e.x()ressiou  of  tlie  siirgeo^i,  he  still  determined  up- 
on plariiiff  liiinself  under  his  hands;  and  without  the  aid  of 
friends,  or  being  bound,  he  submitted,  with  the  utmost  fortitude 
and  calmness,  to  the  most  excruciating  tortures;  but  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour  alter  the  completion  of  the  doctor's  la- 
bors, he  died  of  exhaustion,  produced  by  the  sudden  reaction 
of  liie  nerves,  which  had  been  excited  to  their  utmost  power  in 
bouyiiin  up  his  mind  tlironghout  the  whole  of  the  operation. 
The  judge  was  in  his  G4th  jear,  and  was  an  associate  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

The  remains  of  judge  Johnson  were  interred  with  the 
highest  marks  of  respect. 

Died,  at  his  residence  near  Lawrenceburgh,  Indiana, 
on  tlie  srth  ult.  col.  Zebnlon  Pike,  aged  83  years.  He 
was  a  brave  captain  in  many  of  the  battles  of  the  revolu- 
tion, a  colonel  in  St.  Clair's  ex])edition  against  the  In- 
dians, and  father  of  gen.  Pike,  killed  at  York,  in  the  last 
war — and  one  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 


Several  horrid  accidents  have  lately  happened  by  the 
use  of  the  spirit  gas  lamps.  AVe  do  not  much  deal  in 
"tales  of  terror" — but  the  following  narrative,  frotn  the 
"New  York  Courier"  of  Monday  last,  is  inserted  at 
length,  by  way  of  record,  and  as  a  fearful  caution. 

On  Saturday  night,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1,  Mr.  John 
Signer,  grocer,  of  IRl  Anthony  street,  having  closed  his  store 
look  a  small  lamp  which  was  burning,  to  replenish  it  with  that 
highly  dangerous  and  inflammable  liquor  composed  ofalchohol 
and  spirits  of  turpentine.  Having  unscrewed  the  top  of  the 
laitrp,  he  laid  the  wick  still  burning  on  the  counter,  and  brought 
the  can  containing  nearly  a  gallon  of  the  compound,  from  which 
he  attempted  to  pour  a  quantity  into  the  lamp. 

In  an  instant  the  flame  from  the  wick  communicated  with 
the  liquor  which  caused  the  can  to  explode,  and  covered  the 
unfortunate  man  with  its  burning  contents.  His  wife  on  hear- 
ing his  cries  hastened  to  his  assistance,  and  in  a  moment  was 
also  wrapt  in  flames  from  head  to  foot.  A  young  woman  living 
with  them,  named  Eliza  Reynoldson,  was  in  the  store  at  the 
moment  of  the  explosion,  and  endeavored  to  extinguish  the 
flatnes,  but  her  own  dress  having  caught  fire,  she  was  so  badly 
burnt  that  she  will  probably  lose  the  use  of  one  of  her  eyes. 

Except  two  infant  children,  there  were  no  other  persons  in  the 
house,  and  the  whole  family  would  have  been  liiirnt  to  death 
had  not  a  young  man  named  James,  a  pilot,  who  was  passing 
at  the  time,  and  heard  the  shrieks  of  the  sufferers,  burst  open 
the  door,  and  rushing  in,  smothered  the  blaze  on  the  dress  of 
the  servant  girl. 

Mrs.  Sigtier  ran  into  the  street  with  her  clothes  burning,  and 
fell  down  screaming  on  the  side  walk.  One  or  two  persons 
came  to  her  assistance,  and  wrapped  a  blanket  and  other  bed 
coverings  about  her  person,  all  of  which  were  literally  burned 
through  before  the  flames  were  completely  extinguished. 

Mr.  Signer,  maddened  with  agony,  ran  to  a  water  butt  at  the 
back  of  the  yard,  into  which  he  plunged.  Durinc  all  the  time 
he  was  in  flames  he  never  uttered  a  groan,  until  his  clotheg 
were  torn  off  his  body,  and  the  fire  smothered.  He  then  sunk 
down,  exclaimine,  "Oh  God!  I  am  a  done  man."  The  poor 
sufferers  were  taken  and  laid  on  a  bed,  where  they  received 
every  attention  that  medical  skill  could  devise.  They  lingered 
in  the  greatef^t  possible  agony  for  some  hours,  until  death  put  a 
period  to  their  misery. 

The  injury  they  sustained  was  almost  too  shocking  for  de- 
scription. Their  hair,  eye  brows  atid  lashes,  were  entirely 
singed  off,  and  the  whole  surface  of  their  body  was  a  complete 
blister.  After  death  decomposition  proceeded  so  rapidly,  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  bury  the;n  as  soon  as  possible:  and 
by  half  past  eleven  o'clock  they  were  both  laid  in  the  grave. 

During  the  months  of  May,  June  and  .July,  4,209  fo- 
reigners, chiefly  Germans,  arrived  at  Baltimore.  Nine- 
teen vessels  lately  arrived  at  Quebec,  in  two  days,  with 
2,194  emigrants,  chiefly  Irish.  Nearly  .35,000  have  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  and  many  at  other  jjlaces,  in  the  pre- 
sent season' — 'and  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe  that  the 
United  States  and  Canada  will  have  received  more  than 
100,000  Europeans  before  the  end  of  the  present  year^ — 
perhaps  a  much  larger  amount,  for  it  is  said  that  00,000 
were  prepared  to  leave  Bremen,  only  !  Many  of  the  latter 
are  well  provided  for — though  we  had  several  shipments 
of  disgusting  paupers  or  beggars  from  Germany,  a  year 
or  two  ago. 

A  large  pai-ty  of  emigrants,  among  whom  is  gen.  77". 
A.  S.  jirardorji,  ]nte  a  member  of  congress  frotri  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  about  to  leare  New  England,  and  settle 
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in  IHinois.  The  "nortliern  hive"  has  already,  perhaps, 
furnished  about  one-half  (he  present  pnptihition  of  New 
York,  and  of  the  western  states,  generally. 

A  few  cases  very  closely  resembling  the  "Asiatic  cho- 
lera," if  not  really  tliat  disease,  have  liappened  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  two  or  three  of  which  terminated  fa- 
tally; but  tliese  were  sporadic  cases,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
an  epidemic  type  will  not  be  assumed. 

Several  days  have  elapsed,  without  the  npprarance  of 
any  new  cases — and,  thougli  the  last  weekly  bill  of  mor- 
tality shews  the  large  amount  of  248  interments,  none 
were  caused  by  malignant  or  epidemic  diseases — 1.S2 
were  under  two  years  old,  39  died  of  consumjition,  30  of 
convulsions,  11  (h-inking  cold  water,  9  apo()lexy,  and 
many  others  suddenly.  The  contimied  heat  has  been 
very  fatal  to  life. 

The  health  of  Quebec  and  Monlreal  is  said  to  be  much 
improved — but  in  the  vast  crowds  of  poor  emigrants,  and 
in' such  hot  weather,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  these 
places  should  be  free  from  a  much  increased  bills  of 
mortality,  and  on  some  days  50  or  60  persons  are  inter- 
red at  Montreal.  The  cholera  has  made  its  appearance 
at  Toronto  (late  York)  Upper  Canada, and  the  court  had 
been  adjourned  and  jury  dismissed,  on  account  of  it. 

Cases  of  cholera  are  mentioned  as  having  happened  at 
"Washington,  Pa.  Wellsburgh,  Va.,  at  Rushville  and  Pe- 
kin,  Illinois,  at  Ciiareton  and  Liberty,  Missouri,  and 
many  other  places  in  the  west.  It  is  rejiorted  that  seve- 
ral of  t\wi  "Mormons"  had  died  of  this  disease.  The 
health  of  Cincinnati  is  not  good,  but  the  prevalent  dis- 
eases are  not  epidemics,  and  the  cholera  cases  were  on 
the  decline.  For  the  week  ending  July  23,  the  deaths 
by  cholera  were  23 — in  the  next  week  there  were  only 
12. 

The  health  of  Baltimore  is  rather  better,  we  think, 
than  it  generally  is,  at  this  season  of  heat,  and  of  cucum- 
bers and  melons  and  fruits. 

It  is  officially  published  that  the  following  banks,  in 
addition  to  those  heretofore  mentioned,  have  been  se- 
lected by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money: 

The  Moyamensing  bank,  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Michigan,  at 
Detroit. 

Spain  is  even  yet  tlie  "paradise  of  priests."  In  the 
existence  of  such  facts  as  those  stated  below,  can  it  be 
expected  that  the  people  of  that  country  should  be  other- 
wise than  poor  and  miserable,  ignorant  and  debased,  fa- 
natic and  superstitious? 

A  curious  slateinenf  has  been  piililislird  b}'  one  oftlio  pnpers 
in  Madrid,  re^peciina;  the  number  and  revenues  of  rhe  Spaniih 
clergy.  From  it,  it  appears  that  The  number  of  buildlnirs  ap 
propriated  to  religions  pnrposi-s  thrnnzhnut  Spniii,  is  28.249; 
Ihat  that  of  the  cler?y  is  159, ,'322,  and  that  of  the  friars  and  nuns 
96,878.  The  entire  ainnnnt  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  is 
calculated  to  be  ^50,000,000,  and  nf  this  sum  the  part  consumed 
by  them  is  shown  to  exceed  the  whole  revenue  of  the  state  by 
some  $8,000,000. 

The  infamous  general  JVIorenn  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
land in  the  train  of  Don  Carlos,  a  call  was  made  in  par- 
liament for  certain  papers  referring  to  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Bo3'd,  a  British  subject,  who,  with  gen.  Torrijos,  and 
others,  was  inveiglcl  by  Moreno,  arul  slaughtered  by 
him  at  Malaga,  in  1831.  It  was  believed  that  the  law  of 
nations  would  not  reach  this  case,  Torrijos  having  con- 
templated a  revolution  in  Spain — but,  it  being  under- 
stood that  a  personal  action,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  would  lie  against  Moreno,  he  speedily  with- 
drew to  the  continent. 


The  following  paragraphs  relating  to  New  Holland, 
are  interesting — -they  are  taken  from  late  London  papers: 

The  >>hip  Bussnrah  Merchant,  has  arrived  at.  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  with  215  females.  A  resident  of  cront  respecta- 
bility says — "you  would  be  astonished  to  see  with  what  avidity 
the  respectable  colonists  aoiicht  the  services  of  these  ynnng  wo 
men;  in  the  first  three  days  about  180  were  engaged,  and  the 
others  will,  no  doubt,  go  off  immediately.    The  scene  was  real 


ly  most  interesting;  it  was  like  a  country  fair  more  than  any 
tlinn»  else.  Such  an  importation  as  this,  will  be  to  the  morala 
o(  this  country,  as  so  much  purified  gold;  and  who  knows  but 
from  these  fre(!  women  or  their  descendants  we  shall  have  som«j 
of  the  future  senators  of  Au^tralia?  English  country  people  are 
what  vv(;  want,  that  is,  people  to  go  into  the  country  and  labor 
there;  not  people  fronj  your  towns,  for  ihey  stay  about  towns, 
atui  ar(;  dron«!s  in  the  liive,  and  oommonly  worse.  I  could  set. 
tie  100  small  families  on  ditlerent  parts  of  my  estate,  give  them 
land  and  make  them  comfortable." 

A  letter  from  New  South  Wales  gives  the  following  schedule 
of  ihe  property  of  Samuel  Terry,  who  was  sent  from  England  a 
crown  prisoner.  Mr.  T.  has  acquired  the  property  sinci^  kiis 
emancipation.  His  several  estates  contain  upwards  of  100,000 
acres.  His  property  in  the  town  of  Sydney  brings  liim  £10,000 
per  annum,  and  his  wntire  incotne  is  estimated  al  six  times  that 
amount;  this  arises  chicflv  from  mortgages  at  12  per  cent.  He 
has  15,000  sheep,  17,000"head  of  horned  cattle,  and  400  brood 
mares. 

The  Australian  of  the  23(1  May,  contains  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  present  population  of  New  South  Wales.  About 
2,000  are  estimated  to  have  arrived  since  the  returns  were 
taken:  "The  rota!  number  at  the  taking  of  the  census,  exclu- 
sive of  the  military,  is  .55,591.  Of  these  there  are  15,518  free 
male  inhabitants  above  12  years  of  age,  and  5,068  under  that 
age — 19..381  is  the  number  of  male  coiiviets,  making  the  total 
male  population  of  the  colony  39,970.  Of  females,  the  number 
ht'e  above  12  years  is  8,2.54,  under  12  is  4,755 — female  prisoners 
2.G12;  making  in  all  15,621  females  in  the  colony,  and  forming  a 
proportion  of  nearly  2^  males  to  one  female.  Of  different  reli- 
gions persua-ions  there  are  38,573  Protestants;  15,165  Roman 
Catholics;  .307  Jews;  41  Pagans;  and  1,505  uncertain.  The 
number  of  free  Roman  Catholics  is  8,168,  or  about  one-fourth 
of  the  free  population.  The  proportion  of  Protestants  to  Catho- 
lics, not  free,  is  about  three  to  one. 

A  company  of  duakers  have  purchased  land  at  the  settle- 
ment of  St.  George's  sound,  New  South  Wales,  to  the  amount 
of  £30,000. 

The  British  government  has  resolved  to  form  a  new  settle- 
ment on  the  southern  coast  o^  Australia,  near  Spencer's  gulf, 
which  contains  a  harbor,  named  Port  Lincoln,  of  sufficient  ca- 
pacity to  contain  in  its  three  coves  all  the  navy  of  England. 
Captain  Stuart,  of  the  39lh  regiment,  reporis  that  5,000.000 
acres  of  the  richest  land  he  ever  saw  approximates  on  St.  Vin- 
cent's gulf,  and  abuts  on  the  Murray  river,  which  is  navigable 
for  large  craft  for  100  miles  in  an  easterly  direction;  Kangaroo 
island  lies  off  the  entrance  of  these  two  gulfs,  and  abounds  in 
salt,  fish,  seals,  kancaroos,  and  possesses  a  good  soil.  The 
whole  lies  in  latitude  from  34  to  36  S.  and  in  lonaitude  E.  from 
1.36  to  140.  An  intere^tins  feature  in  the  establishment  is,  that 
all  the  land  is  to  be  sold,  and  the  produce  is  to  be  expended  in 
the  encouragement  of  agricultural  families  to  emigrate.  It  is, 
aerording  to  the  evidence  of  several  officers  who  have  examin- 
ed it,  a  land  of  corn,  wine  and  oil. 

A  great  empire  is  building  up  in  Australia — and  its 
comnierce  will  soon  have  much  influence  over  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  England;  and  the  people  of  other  na- 
tions will  feel  it.  The  force  of  the  free  emigration  will 
rapidly  increase,  and  gather  strength  as  it  proceeds,  for 
the  cheapness  of  land,  and  the  mildness  and  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  are  strong  temptations  to  the  laboring  poor. 
Thus  England  may  be  relieved  of  her  surplus  popula- 
tion, and  her  poor  rates  reduced,  while  making  large 
profits  on  the  commerce  with  those  that  were  burthen- 
some  to  her. 

The  British  cabinet,  as  at  present  composed,  consists 
of  the  following  individuals: 

Earl  Grey,  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  lord  Brougham,  lord 
chancellor;  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  lord  president:  earl  of  Car- 
lisle, lord  privy  seal;  lord  Althorp,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
lord  Holland,  duchy  of  Lancaster;  lord  Palmerston,  foreign  se- 
cretary; lord  Melbourne,  home  secretary;  right  hon.T.  S.  Rice, 
colonial  secretary;  lord  Auckland,  first  lord  nf  the  admiralty; 
right  hoti.  C.  Grant,  president  of  the  board  of  control;  lord  John 
Russel,  paymaster  of  the  forces;  right  hon.  E.  Ellice,  secretary 
at  war;  right  hon.  James  Abercromby,  master  of  the  mint. 

The  other  changes  involved  in  the  late  resignations 
and  their  consequences,  are- 
Marquis  of  Conynliam,  postmaster  general;  Mr.  Cutlflr  Fcr- 
gusson,  judge  advocate  general;  Mr.  F.  T.  Barinjr,  secretary  of 
the  treasury;  capt.  Byng,  one  of^tlie  lords  nf  treasury. 

LOUISIANA  ELECTIONS. 

GOVERNOR. 

White.        Damson. 

Plaquemines 17  119 

St.  Bernard Ifi3  21 

Orleans 958  542 

Jefferson > 146  4« 

St.  Charles 66  4S 

St.  John  Baptist 160  18 


4oo 
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St.  James 284 

Ascension 22G 

Assumption 495 

Lafourciie  .,» 553 

Terrebonne. 155 

Iberville 208 

East  Baioii  Ron^e 186 

West  Baton  Rou^e 165 

Tointe  Coupt-e 87 

Wet^t  Felu-ianH 37 

East  Feliciana 60 

St.  Helena 12 

St.  Tainnuiny 32 

Livingston 38 

St.  iSlary 213 

St.  Marlin 350 

Washington 20 

St.  Landry 388 

Lat'ayelie 233 

Natciiitoclieb  and  Claiboi iie 278 

Rapides. 135 

Catahonla 63 

Avoyelles ...2!)^) 

Concordia 59 

Carroll 23 

Ouachita 


Total, 


6,018 
4,474 


110 

48 
31 
18 

27 

88 

207 

23 

112 

271 

490 

264 

182 

139 

92 

43 

184 

248 

13o 

330 

215 

1.53 

106 

49 

83 

mnj.  31 

4,474 


Majority  for  E.  D.  White 1,544 

Another  account  says  that  Mr.  While's  actual  majority  is 
1,640. 


CONGJIESS 

RETURN.^. 

1st  district. 

Johnson. 

Gayarre. 

Nicholls 

Plaquemines 

25 

106 

3 

St.  Bernard 

16 

174 

00 

Orleans 

780 

688 

12 

Jefferson 

85 

120 

00 

St.  Charles 

14 

81 

00 

St.  John  Baptist 

166 

66 

00 

St.  James 

207 

140 

47 

Ascension 

100 

4 

159 

Assumption 

480 

4 

79 

Lafourche 

S89 

00 

175 

Terrebonne 

155 

1 

48 

2,417 


Majority  (over  both)  for  Mr.  Johnson, 510. 


1,384 


S 


fid  district. 

i. 
c 

1 

g 

t 

1 

:'ii, 

►^ 

Iberville 

152 

137 

7 

00 

Livingston 

7 

55 

66 

49 

West  Baton  Rouge 

148 

35 

00 

00 

Pointe  Coupee 

84 

65 

49 

00 

East  Baton  Rouge 

219 

153 

13 

3 

East  Feliciana 

114 

48 

18 

124 

West  Feliciana 

69 

369 

00 

111 

St.  Helena 

00 

116 

00 

135 

St.  Tammany 

88 

38 

79 

7 

Wastiington 

19 

146 

26 

5 

900 

1,162 

258 

434 

Ripley's  majority  over  Chinn 

262. 

3d  district. 

Garland 

. 

St.  Mary 234 

St.  Martins 350 

Lafayette 234 

St.  Landry 473 

Nachitoches >  g~o 

Claiborne ^  ^"^ 

Rapides 119 

Avoyelles 193 

Catahoula 66 

Ouachita 

Carroll 28 

Concordia. 69 


523 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 

JValker. 

76 

31 
132 
164 

382 

202 
123 
150 

77 
41 


Majority  for  Garland, 


1,989 
1,378 

611 


1,378 


The  following  lively  article  O-om  the  New  Orleans  Courier, 
on  the  result  of  tiie  Louisiana  elections,  deserves  a  record  as 
well  for  its  good  humor  as  its  wit. 

"Our  opponents  have  beaten  us  most  shamefijily;  and,  to 
mortify  us  as  much  as  possible,  they  mustered  a  .ftrong  ftirce, 
and  v«rith  music  at  its  head,  paraded  the  streets  until  a  late  hour 
in  the  morning,  disturbing  the  slumbers  of  honest  democrats 
with  as  unwelcome  sounds  as  ever  fell  tipon  their  cars.  We 
Shad  got  into  our  second  nap,  and  into  a  delightful  dream  about 
Uiojioaort  that  were  to  fall  to  our  lot  and  to  the  lot  of  our 


friends,  in  a  certain  event,  when  the  dream  destroying  mosje 
passed  unper  our  window.     'Hurrah  for  Whitel'  cried  a  iV.llow 
just  as  we  poppi-d  our  head  out  of  ilie  casement.     •Hurrah  for 
Dawson!'  ninitered  we,  popping  our  head  in   ajiain  as  soon  as* 
possible.     What  a  villainous  world  is  this,  thouuiit  we,  at  that 
moment,  where  one  part  ot  the  people  are  so  immoral  and  irre- 
ligious, as  openly  to  rejoice  at  the  ni'lsforlunes  ol  another;  auti 
we  settled  the  thing  in  our  own   mind,  before  we  again  went  so 
sleep,  that  if  we  had   been   victorious,  we  would  neither  have 
c'i()we(/i   nor  caikle.d,  but  would   have  retired  lo  rest  as  we  did 
under   defeat,  like  peaceful   citizens,  at   an    early  hour.     But 
there  is  no  aeconnling  for  the  conduct  of  some  folUs.     We  un- 
dersland  that  our  cotemporary  ol   the  Bee  was  particularly  ho- 
nored by  liie  serenaders,  and  that  the  'Dead  March'  (some  say 
the  'Rojiue's')  was  struck  up  before  his  office,  and  played  with 
great  afiplanse.     We  are   no  judge  of  music  onrself,  but  we 
tiiouglil  the  nine  inflicted  upon  us  w,i^,  'There  is  no  luck  about 
llie  house.'     Be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  a  very  good  tniie,  and 
very  well  played — and  we  are  always  thankful  for  small  favors. 
"We  have  made  diligent  inquiries,  and  we  cannot  learn  that 
there  was  a -iiiiile  Dawson  man  concerned   in   the  last  night's 
serenade.     The  Uawson   men   wont  to  bed  as  soon  as  the  last 
viHe  was  counted — some  of  tiiem  a  little  before;  not  that  they 
had   the  horrors,  as  their  enemies  maliciously  alfitm,  but  that 
they    were  indisposed,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  any 
part  in  the  proceedings  which  had  for  their  object  the  disturb- 
ance of  their  fellow-citizens  at  the  midnight  hour.     Ii  was  high- 
ly creditable  to  them   not  to  do  so,  and  we  mention  the  fact  as 
an  example  of  their  punctilious  regard  for  the  peace  and  order  of 
the  city. 

"We  could  explain  the  causes  of  our  defeat  in  the  city  elec- 
tion; but  as  it  would  not  reduce  a  single  vole  of  the  416  majo- 
rity given  to  our  opponents,  it  is  just  as  well,  perhaps,  lo  say 
noihiuii  on  the  subject.  It  is  true  we  have  been  defeated,  but 
we  have  not  been  conquered.  Our  princi[>les  are  the  same, 
yesterday,  to  day,  and  to  morrow,  and  in  defence  of  them,  we 
will  die  in  the  last  ditcli,  or  suffer  martyrdom  at  the  stake." 

THE  aUADRUPLE  TREATY. 
Paris,  June  19,     We  have  received  from  Madrid  the  follow- 
ing copy  of  the  treaty  between  the  four  powers: 

Her  majesty  the  queen  regent  of  Spain,  during  the  minority 
of  her  daughter,  Isabella  II,  queen  of  Spain,  and  his  in>porial 
majesty,  the  duke  of  Braganza,  regent  of  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal and  of  the  Algarves,  in  the  name  of  Donna  Maria  II: 

Perfectly  convinced  tliat  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  two 
crowns  require  the  vigorous  and  imnieiiiate  employment  of  re- 
ciprocal eliorts  to  put  an  end  to  hostilities,  which  having  been 
at  first  directed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  throne  of  her  Foriu- 
guese  majesty,  now  afford  support  and  protection  to  ilie  dis- 
contented subjects  of  Spain,  their  said  majesties,  desirous  at 
the  same  time  of  providing  the  means  necessary  (or  re  estab- 
lishing peace  and  internal  happiness,  and  of  fixing  the  future 
prospects  of  the  two  countries  upon  a  solid  and  reciprocal  basis, 
have  agreed  to  unite  their  forces,  with  a  view  to  compel  the 
infante  Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  and  the  infante  Don  Miguel  of 
Portugal,  to  quit  the  domains  of  the  latter  kingdom. 

In  pursuance  of  these  conventions,  their  majesties,  the  re- 
gents, have  applied  to  their  majesties  the  king  of  the  Frerrch 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  These  two  last 
princes,  considering  the  interest  they  ought  always  to  take  in 
the  safety  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  animated  by  the  most 
ardent  desire  to  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  peace  in  the 
peninsula  as  well  as  in  Europe;  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  con- 
sidering besides,  the  special  obligations  which  emanate  from 
his  ancient  alliance  with  Portugal,  have  consented  to  act  as 
parties  to  the  said  treaty. 

To  this  effect  their  majesties  have  appointed  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries in  the  following  order: 

Her  majesty  the  queen  regent  of  Spain — Don  Manuel  Pardo 
Fernandez  de  Pieedo,  Conde  de  Villa  Paternary  de   Florida 
Blanca,  her  minister  plenipotentiary  to  his  Britannic  majesty; 
His  majesty  the  king  of  the  French — prince  Talleyrand,  his 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  London; 

His  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — viscount 
Palmerston,  his  minister  for  foreicn  affairs; 

His  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza — Don  Christobal 
Pedro  de  Moreas  Sarmento,  his  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
court  of  London; 

And  the  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar- 
ticles— 

Art.  I.  His  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza,  in  the 
name  of  queen  Donna  Maria  II,  engages  to  put  in  action  all 
the  means  in  his  power  to  drive  the  infante  Don  Carlos  from 
the  Portuguese  dominions. 

Art.  II.  Her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain,  on  the  application 
and  request  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza,  hav- 
ing, besides,  very  just  and  very  serious  reproaches  against  the 
infante  Don  Miguel  for  the  support  he  has  afforded  the  infante 
Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  engages  herself  to  send  upon  the  Portu- 
guese territory  a  sufficient  number  of  Spanish  troop*  to  ro-ope- 
rale  with  those  of  his  imperial  majesty  in  compelling  Don  Car- 
los of  Spain  and  Don  Miguel  to  quit  the  Poituguese  territory;  the 
queen  of  Spain  engiiging  moreover,  to  support,  on  her  own  ac- 
count, and  without  any  charge  upon  Portugal,  the  Spanish 
troops,  which  shall  every  where  be  received  and  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  troops  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of 
Braganaa.    And  her  majesty  engages  to  withdraw  her  troops 
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from  Portugal  imniedialely  after  the  expulsion  of  the  two  in- 
fantes shall  l)c  accoinplitihed,  and  when  the  presence  of  these 
troops  shall  be  no  longer  required  by  her  most  faithful  majesty 
of  Forlugal. 

Art.  HI.  His  majej:ty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engages  to 
co-operate,  by  employing  a  naval  force  to  second  these  opera- 
tions and  other  measures  rendered  necessary  by  this  treaty. 

Art.  iV.  In  case  the  co-operaliitn  ol  France  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  by  the  high  conlracling  parties,  his  majesty  the  king 
of  the  French  engages  to  do  all  winch  his  august  allies  shall  in 
common  accord  di-termine  upon. 

Art.  V.  The  high  conlractiiig  powers  have  agreed  that  in  con- 
&eqiience  of  the  terms  of  the  piec<;(ling  articles,  a  declaration 
shall  be  immediately  issued,  announcing  to  the  Portuguese  na- 
tion the  principles  and  olijecl*  of  the  pieseiil  treaty ;  and  his  im- 
perial majesty  the  duke  of  Briiganza,  animated  with  a  sincere 
desireof  effacing  the  reinvmbrimce  of  the  past,  and  of  rallying 
around  the  throne  of  Ins  daughter  the  whole  nation,  declares 
his  intention  of  publi.-.hing  a  general  and  complete  amnesty  in 
favor  of  all  the  sulijecls  (.f  her  most  faithful  majesty  who  shall 
within  a  time  to  be  fixed  return  to  their  allegnince.  And  the 
said  regent  aL^o  declares  it  to  be  his  intention  to  insure  to  the 
jnfanle  Don  Miguel,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  left  the  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  terriloiies,  an  income  suitable  to  liis  rank  and 
birth. 

Art.  VI.  Her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain,  by  this  present  ar- 
ticle, declares  her  intention  to  insure  to  the  infant  Don  Carlos, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  have  left  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  ter- 
ritories., an  income  suitable  to  his  rank  and  birth. 

Art.  Vl[.  This  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  and  ratifications 
exchanged  at  London  in  a  month,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faiih   of  which,  the  four  above    named   plenipotentiaries 

have  hereunto  affixed  their  hands  and  seals  at  London,  this  22d 

day  of  April,  1834. 

Signed, 


MIA  FLORES, 
TALLEYRAND, 
PALiVlERSTON, 
MORALS  S ARM ENTO. 

SPANISH   REGULATIONS   OF  TRADE. 

The  following  royal  order  issued  by  the  Spanish  government, 
regulating  the  trade  between  Spain,  and  other  countries,  par- 
ticularly South  America,  has  been  received  by  the  department 
of  state,  and  translated  for  the  information  of  the  public: 

ROYAL    ORDER. 

Madrid,  May&lh,  1834. 
Her  majesty,  the  queen  governess,  in  consequence  of  the  ob- 
servations made  by  the  intenrient  of  Havana,  respecting  the 
royal  oidt-r  of  November  25lh  1830,  imposing  various  additional 
duties  on  colonial  productions  according  to  the  port  from  which 
the  vessels  carrying  tliem  may  sail,  or  to  which  they  may  be 
bound;  and  havnig  exantined  the  proceedings  of  the  general  di- 
rection of  duties,  and  of  the  board  of  tarifts  upon  this  subject, 
has  been  pleased  to  ordain  as  lollows: 

1.  The  productions  of  the  dissident  provinces,  situated  north 
of  the  equator,  which  come  directly  to  the  ports  of  entry  of  the 
peninsula  in  foreiijn  vessels,  shall  pay,  over  and  above  the  duty 
fixed  (or  foreign  flags  by  the  tariff  of  February  21st.  1828,  one 
third  more,  as  well  as  the  duly  established  by  the  royal  order  of 
June  7ih  1830. 

2.  The  same  productions  of  the  dissident  provinces  situated 
south  of  the  equator,  coming  directly  to  the  ports  of  entry  of 
the  peninsula  in  foreign  vessels,  shall  pay  four-fifths  of  the  duty 
to  which  the  tariff  of  February  21,  1828  subjects  foreign  flags, 
as  also  the  duty  imposed  by  the  royal  order  of  June  7th,  1830. 

3.  Productions  coming  from  foreign  ports  of  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  under  a  foreign  flag,  to  the  ports  of  entry  of  the 
peninsula,  shall  pay  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  tariff  of  im- 
ports. 

4.  The  prodiininns  of  the  dissident  provinces,  situated  either 
north  or  south  of  the  equator,  and  those  of  the  colonies  and  fo- 
reign countries,  which  arrive  in  the  ports  of  entry  of  the  penin- 
sula, coming  from  the  warehouses  of  Havana  or  Porto  Rico, 
under  register  from  the  same,  shall  pay,  over  and  above  the  du- 
ties fi/i-A  by  the  tariff' of  Febr-uary  21,  1828,  onc-fiflh  more,  and 
the  additional  duty  imposed  by  tlie  royal  order  of  June  7th, 
1830,  provided  they  have  not  touched  at  any  foreign  port  during 
tlieir  passage,  [f  they  shall  have  touched  at  any  foreign  port 
during  their  pas.sage,  unless  from  stress  of  weather  or  damage, 
they  shall  pay  the  dulii's  prescribed  by  the  tariff  of  imports. 

5.  If  the  same  productions  be  brought  from  the  said  ware- 
houses, under  the  S(iaiiish  flag,  without  touching  at  any  fo- 
reign port  on  the  passage,  (hey  shall  simply  pay  the  duties  of 
the  tarifi'of  Feb.  2lst,  IH28,  and  the  additional  duty  imposed  by 
the  royal  ordur  of  June  7ih,  1830.  Should  they,  however,  havi- 
touched  at  any  foreign  port  oti  the  passage,  except  from  damage 
or  stress  of  weather,  they  shall  be  considered  as  coming  from 
Uiat  port. 

G.  Productions  of  the  dissident  provinces,  colonial  produc- 
tions, and  those  of  foreign  countries,  coming  directly  from  fo- 
reign ports  in  Europe,  either  under  the  Spanish  or  foreir;n  flaij. 
shall  pay  the  duties  established  by  the  tariff  of  import-",  nod 
one-third  irrnre,  as  also  the  duty  imposed  by  the  royal  order  of 
June  7th,  1830. 

7.  These  dispositions  shall  take  effect  120  days  after  the 
date  of  this  rnya^  order,  ns  regards  the  pjovince*  south  of  the 
equator;  and  60  days  after  date  of  the  same,  for  those  lying 
north  of  that  hmj.     (Signed)  IMAZ. 


COBBETT  ON  EDUCATION. 

We  present  the  remarks  of  the  famous  royalist  or  jacolin, 
William  Cobbett,  on  the  education  of  the  poor,  made  in  the  Bri- 
ti.«ih  house  of  commons,  on  the  3d  June  last,  lor  several  reasoni* 
— but  especially  because,  that  he  is  n<»w  mneh  lauded  by  cer- 
tnin  persons  in  the  United  States,  who  have  suddenly  become 
his  friends. 

The  remark  conccrninz  the  state  of  rrime  in  New  York,  may 
be  true,  as  siati^d  by  the  honorable  member— (though  ue,  know- 
iuii  him  of  old,  want  sonietliim;  better  Hum  his  word  lor  ii),  ami 
yet  the  irif(!rence  which  he  draws  from  it  be  aliogi.tliir  lal.-e — 
(or  there  are  very  lew  native  American  citizens  w  ho  have  not 
been  (;ducaied.  and  henct;  the  comparison  docs  not  apply. 
House  of  conimoi.s,  lid  June, 
Mr.  Roebuck  having  devi  lopi:d  his  proposition  respecting  a 
national  system  of  t^dncation — 

Mr.  Cohhclt  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  sclieme  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath  would 
not  be  productive  of  any  goo(i,  and  this  In;  thought  he  could 
show  the  house.  ()n  the  subject  ol  education  in  this  country, 
it  was  not  iilnlosophy  or  re  asoniiig  that  c(juI(I  gaide,  but  recourse 
ought  rathc^r  to  Ik;  had  to  cvpenence.  Every  body  knew  that 
within  tlio  last  35  years  Lancasterian  and  other  schords  had 
been  founded,  and  education  had  increased  twenty  fold;  but 
experience  showed  that  the  morals  of  the  people  had  not  mend- 
ed with  the  increase  of  education.  It  had  even  been  admitted 
that  night  thai  drunkenness  had  increased  wondeifnlly  wiihin 
latter  years,  so  that  education  did  not  even  prevent  drunken- 
ness. ("Hear,"  and  a  laugh).  He  repeated  that  all  this  in- 
crease of  education  had  not  been  productive  of  any  good,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  single  country  gentle- 
man who  would  not  say  that  the  fathers  o(  the  last  generation 
tnade  better  laborers,  better  servants,  and  better  men  than  their 
sons  of  the  present  generation.  This  proved  that  the  laboring 
classes  were  much  better  without  that  iirtellectual  enjoyment, 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath  was  anxious 
to  increase  to  thent,  than  they  were  with  it.  What  also  was 
the  state  of  critrre  in  England  and  Wales  now,  as  compared 
with  its  amount  at  the  permd  the  education  of  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people  began.'  Why,  the  proportiotr  was  now  at  least 
four  if  not  seven  times  as  great  as  it  was  when  education  com- 
menced. 

[An  honorable  member  intimated  that  the  increase  of  crime 
was  ninefold.] 

Mr.  Cohhett  resumed.  So  much  the  better  for  his  (Mr.  Cob- 
bctt's)  arirnment.  Williirr  the  same  perifxl,  too,  the  number  of 
bastards  had  unreased  to  a  rtro.=t  prodigious  extent,  so  that  in 
this  respect  the  nroralily  o(  the  people  could  not  be  said  to  have 
been  advanced  by  edneatioii.  The  hotr.  and  learned  member 
for  Bath  had  contended  that  the  systerrr  of  education  in  this 
country  was  wrong  altonether,  and  had  instanced,  as  an  exam- 
ple worthy  of  imitation,  the  state  of  things  in  New  York,  in 
America,  where  he  hail  said  half  a  million  of  human  beings 
were  educated,  arrd  in  the  full  tide  ofenjoyment  of  iirtellectnal 
matter.  He  would  tell  the  honorable  and  learned  member  the 
state  of  thintrs  in  the  district  on  the  condition  of  which  he  relied. 
He  (Mr.  Cobbett)  had  written  to  New  York  for  information 
since  the  subject  was  under  consideration  last  year,  and  he  had 
received  an  account  signed  by  the  recorderof  New  York,  which, 
thouah  he  had  it  not  now  with  him,  he  would  produce  lo  mor- 
row to  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman.  This  account 
embraced  a  comparative  statement  of  the  nitmber  of  educated 
criminals  and  the  number  of  uneducated  criininals,  and  showed 
a  very  considerable  majoiity  of  the  former  over  the  latter.  So 
much  for  education  preventing  crime  either  in  America  or  in 
England.  It  was  a  good  people,  and  not  a  gabbling  people,  that 
was  wanted  in  Itiis  country,  and  this  smattering  of  education 
would  oitly  raise  the  laborers  of  this  country  above  the  situa- 
tions best  suited  to  their  own  interests  and  those  of  their  fami- 
lies. It  would  put  into  their  heads  that  they  were  not  born  to 
labor,  but  to  get  their  living  without  it.  ("Hear,"  and  a  laugh). 
By  the  plan  suggested  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Bath,  the  child  of  the  laborer  could  not  complete  his  educa- 
tion urrtil  he  was  at  least  15  or  16  years  of  age;  bin  in  the  mean 
time  he  should  be  ulad  to  know  who  was  to  keep  a  great  eatiny 
and  di  inking,  and  guzzling  boy  (lairyhter) — who  was  to  find  him 
with  provender  all  tli;U  lime.'  (Renewed  l.iushter).  Who  wa.s 
to  satisfy  his  body  while  his  intellects  were  being  filled.'  (Loud 
lauiiliter).  The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  that 
tire  laborer's  hoy  was  to  receive  instruction  after  the  dav  's  labor 
was  over;  but  if  the  honorable  and  learned  member  kirevv  any 
thing  of  labor,  he  would  rather  prefer  going  to  sleep.  In  short 
if  all  were  to  be  scholars,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  whole 
population  to  shut  up  their  mouths  and  determine  to  eat  no 
more.  The  interference  vvitli  labor  would  be  the  very  worst 
course  which  could  be  pursued  by  the  legislature.  By  useful 
employment  the  youth  gained  habits  of  obedieirce  and  industry 
but  send  him  to  school  to  a  drunken  master,  or  to  a  sobrr  con' 
ceiled  coxcomb  of  a  schoolnraster,  and  he  would  only  learn  lia- 
liits  of  iilieiiess,  and  become  too  great  in  hi<  own  conciut  to  la- 
bor— sufficient  schools  were  already  established  for  all  useful 
and  beneficial  purposes,  though  he  admitted  that  porne  abusea 
prevailed. 


•'THE  LANDING  OF  THE  FATHERS." 
The  followino  extract  from  Bancroft's  history  of  the  UnJttrd 
oQtates,  is  a  specimen  of  the  work;  and  cannot  fail  to  strengthen 
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the  inclination  of  onr  readers  to  possess  and  peruse  entirely 
that  interesting  publicaiion. 

The  Pilgrims.  And  now  [1630]  the  English  at  Loydnn,  trust- 
ing in  God  and  in  themselves,  made  ready  for  their  departure. 
The  Speedwell,  a  ship  of  sixty  tons,  was  purchased  in  Loudon; 
the  Mayflower,  a  vessel  of  one  hundred  and  ei^i)iy  tons,  was 
hired  in  England.  These  could  hold  bwt  a  niinoriiy  of  tlie  con- 
gregation; and  Robinson  was  therefore  detained  at  Leydeii, 
while  Brewster,  the  teaching  elder,  conducted  the  eutigrants. 
Every  enterprise  of  the  Pilgrims  began  froiri  God.  A  solemn 
last  was  held.  "Let  us  seek  of  God,"  said  they,  "a  right  way  for 
us,  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for  all  our  subsrance."  Antici 
pating  their  high  destiny  and  the  sublime  doctrines  of  liberty, 
that  would  grow  out  of  the  principles,  on  v^liich  their  religious 
tenets  were  established,  Robinson  gave  them  a  farewell, 
breathing  a  noble  spirit  of  Christian  liberty,  such  as  was  hardly 
then  known  in  the  world. 

"I  charge  you  before  God,  and  his  hiessed  anjrcls,  that  you 
follow  me  no  farther,  than  you  have  seen  nie  follow  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ:  Tlie  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break  forth  out 
of  liis  holy  word.  I  cannot  sufficiently  bcwail-ihe  condition  of 
the  reformed  churches,  who  are  come  to  a  period  in  religion, 
and  will  go  at  present  no  further  than  the  iiistrunif  nts  of  their 
reforinatitm.  Luther  and  Calvin  were  great  and  shining  lights 
in  their  times,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole  council 
of  God.  I  beseech  you,  remember,  'tis  an  article  of  your 
church  covenant,  that  you  be  ready  to  receive  whatever  truth 
shall  be  made  known  to  you  from  the  written  word  of  God." 

The  pilgrims  were  accompanied  by  most  of  the  brethren  from 
Leyden  to  Delft-Haven,  where  the  night  was  passed  "in  friiMidly 
and  Christian  converse."  As  the  morning  dnwiied,  Robinson 
kneeling  in  prayer  by  the  sea  side,  gave  to  their  embarkation 
the  sanctity  of  a  religious  rite.  A  prosperous  wind  soon  wafts 
the  vessel  to  Southampton,  and,  in  a  fortnight,  the  Mayflower 
and  the  Speedwell,  freighted  with  the  first  colony  for  New  Eng- 
land, leave  Southampton  for  America.  But  they  had  not  gone 
far  upon  the  Atlantic,  before  the  smaller  vessel  was  found  to 
need  repairs;  and  they  entered  the  port  of  Dartmouth.  After 
the  lapse  of  eight  previous  days,  they  again  weighed  anchor;  al 
ready  they  are  unfurling  their  sails  on  the  broad  ocean  when 
the  captain  of  the  Speedwell,  with  his  company,  dismayed  at  the 
dangers  of  the  enterprise,  once  more  pretends,  that  the  ship  is 
too  weak  for  the  service.  They  put  back  to  Plymouth  to  dis- 
miss their  treacherous  companions,  tiiou^h  the  loss  of  the  ves- 
sel was  "very  grievous  and  riisconraying."  The  timid  and  the 
hesitating  were  all  freely  allowed  to  abandon  the  expedition. 
Having  llius  winnowecf  their  numbers  of  the  cowardly  and  dis- 
affected, the  little  band  of  resolute  men,  some  with  their  wives 
and  children,  in  all  but  one  hundred  and  two  souls,  went  on 
board  the  single  ship,  which  was  hired  only  to  convey  tliem 
across  the  Atlantic;  and  cm  the  6th  day  of  September,  1620, 
thirteen  years  after  the  first  colnniz.Tlion  of  Viruinia,  two 
months  before  the  concession  of  the  griind  charter  of  Plymouth, 
without  any  warrant  from  the  sovereign  of  Eniiland,  without 
any  ii-eful  charter  from  a  cor[)orate  body,  the  passengers  in  the 
Mayflower,  under  the  guidance  of  a  fiitliless  captain,  who  had 
received  a  bribe  to  thwart  their  purposes,  set  sail  for  a  new 
world,  where  the  past  could  otter  no  favorable  auguries. 

Had  New  England  been  colonized  immediately  on  the  dis- 
covery of  the  American  contincMt,  the  old  English  institutions 
would  have  been  planted  tinder  the  powerful  influence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion;  had  the  setllenient  been  made  under 
Elizabeth,  it  would  have  been  before  activity  of  mind  in  reli- 
gion had  conducted  to  a  corresponding  activity  of  mind  in  poli- 
tics.— The  pilgrims  were  Englishmen,  Protestants,  exiles  for 
religion;  men  disciplined  by  misfortune,  cultivated  by  opportu- 
nities of  extensive  observation,  equal  in  rank  as  in  rights,  and 
bound  by  no  code  but  that  whicli  was  imposed  by  religion,  or 
might  be  created  by  the  public  will. 

The  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States  abounds  in  heaiilifiil 
and  convenient  harbors,  in  majestic  hays  and  rivfr«,  the  first 
Virginia  colony,  sailing  along  the  shores  of  North  Carolina, 
was?,  by  a  favoring  storm  drivt'u  into  the  magnificent  bay  of  the 
Chesapeake;  the  Pilgrims,  having  selected  as  the  place  for  their 
settlement  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson,  the  best  position  on  the 
whole  coa?t,  were  by  the  treachery  of  their  captain,  conducted 
to  the  most  barren  and  inhospitable  part  of  Massachusetts.  Af 
ter  a  long  and  boisterous  voyage  of  sixty-three  days,  during 
which  one  person  had  died,  they  espied  land,  and  in  two  days 
more,  were  safely  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Cape  Cod.  Dutch 
cupidity  and  English  intolerance  combined  to  eflfect  the  first 
settlement  of  New  England, 

Yet  before  they  landed,  the  manner  in  which  their  govern- 
ment shoMid  be  cfmstitiifefl,  was  con«idered;  .Mnd,  as  some  were 
observed  "not  well  affiCted  to  unity  and  concord,"  they  form- 
ed themselves  into  a  body  politic  by  a  solemn  voluntary  com- 
pact. 

"In  the  name  of  God,  amen;  we  whose  names  are  underwrit- 
ten, the  loyal  subjects  of  our  dread  sovereign  king  .Tames,  hav- 
ing undertaktMi  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of 
the  Christian  faith,  and  honor  of  our  king  and  country,  a  voy- 
age to  plant  the  first  colony  in  the  northern  parts  of  Virginia, 
do  by  these  presents,  solemnly  and  mutunlly,  in  tlie  presence 
of  God,  and  of  one  another,  covenant  and  combine  ourselves 
together,  into  n  civil  body  politic  for  our  better  ordering  and 
preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  end?  aforesaid;  and  by  vir- 
tue hereof,  to  enact,  ronstitute,  and  frame  Ftich  just  and  equal 
laws,  ordinance?,  acts,  constitution?,  and  officers,  from  time  to  I 


time,  as  shall  be  thought  most  convenient  for  the  general  good 
of  the  colony.  Uulo  whicli  we  promise  all  due  submission  and 
obedience:" 

This  in.^trument  was  signed  by  the  whole  body  of  men,  forty- 
one  in  number,  who,  with  their  lamilies,  constituted  the  one 
hundred  and  one,  the  whole  colony,  "the  proper  democracy," 
that  arrived  in  New  England.  John  Carver  was  immediately 
and  iiiianimously  chosen  governor  for  the  year. 

Mefi,  who  emigrate,  even  in  well  inhabited  districts,  pray 
that  their  journey  may  not  be  in  the  winter.  Wasted  by  the 
rough  and  wearisome  voyage,  ill  supplied  with  provisions,  the 
English  fugitives  found  themselves,  at  the  opening  of  winter, 
on  a  barren  and  bleak  coast,  in  a  severe  climate,  with  the 
ocean  on  the  one  side  and  tlie  wilderness  on  the  otiu-r.  'JMi^re 
were  none  to  show  them  kindness  or  bid  them  welcome.  The 
fiearest  Fiench  setllenient  was  at  Port  Royal;  it  was  five  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  English  plantation  at  Virginia.  Ai<  th^y  at- 
tempted to  disembark,  the  water  was  found  so  shallow,'that 
they  were  forced  to  wade;  and  in  the  freezing  weather,  the 
very  act  of  getting  on  land  sowed  the  seeds  of  consumption  and 
inflammatory  colds.  The  bitterness  of  mortal  disease  was 
their  welcome  to  the  inhospitable  shore. 

The  season  was  alrea<ly  fast  bringing  winter,  and  the  spot 
for  the  settlement  remained  to  be  chosen.  The  shallop  was 
unshipped,  and  it  was  a  real  disaster  to  find,  that  it  needed  re- 
pairs. The  carjienter  made  slow  work,  so  that  sixteen  or  se- 
venteen  weary  days  elapsed   before  it  was  ready   for  service. 

But  Standish  and  Bradford,  and  others,  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay determined  to  explore  the  country  by  land. — "In  regard  to 
the  danger,"  the  expedition  "was  rather  permitted  thati  ap- 
proved." Much  hardship  was  endured;  but  what  discoveries 
could  be  made  in  Truro  and  near  the  banks  of  Paomet  creek.' 
The  first  expedition  in  the  shallop  was  likewise  unsuccessful; 
"some  of  the  people  that  died  that  winter,  look  the  original  of 
their  death"  in  the  enterprise;  "for  it  snowed  and  did  blow  all 
the  day  and  night,  and  froze  withal."  The  men,  who  were 
set  on  shore,  "were  tired  with  marching  \\[)  and  down  the  steep 
hills  and  dei'p  vallies,  which  lay  half  a  foot  thick  with  snow." 
A  heap  of  maize  was  discovered;  and  further  search  led  to  a 
burial  place  of  the  Indians;  but  they  found  "no  more  corn,  nor 
any  thing  else  but  graves." 

At  length  the  shallop  was  again  set  out,  with  Carver,  Brad- 
ford, Winslow,  Standish,  and  others,  with  eight  or  ten  seamen. 
The  cold  was  severe;  the  s[)ray  of  tlie  sea  froze  as  it  IVII  upon 
them  and  made  their  clothes  like  coats  of  iron.  That  day  they 
reached  Billingsgate  point  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Cape 
Cod,  on  the  western  shore  of  Wellfleet  harbor.  The  mwt 
morning  the  company  divided;  those  on  shore  find  a  burial 
place,  graves,  and  lour  or  five  deserted  wigwams;  but  neither 
people,  nor  any  place,  inviting  a  settlement.  Before  night,  the 
whole  party,  mvx  by  the  sea-side,  and  encamped  on  land  to- 
gether near  Nainskeket,  or  Great  Meadow  Creek. 

The  next  day  they  rose  at  five;  their  morning  prayers  were 
finished;  when,  as  the  day  dawned,  a  war  whoop  and  a  flight 
of  arrows  aniKiiinced  an  attack  from  Indians.  They  were  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Nausites,  who  knew  the  English  as  kidnappers, 
but  the  encounter  was  without  further  result.  Again  the  boat's 
crew  give  thanks  to  God,  and  steer  fiieir  bark  along  the  coast, 
for  the  distance  of  fifteen  leagues — lint  no  convenient  harbor 
is  discovered.  The  pilot  of  the  boat,  \Aho  had  been  in  these  re- 
gions before  gives  assurance  of  a  good  one,  which  might  be 
reached  before  night;  and  they  follow  his  guidance.  After 
some  hours'  sailing,  a  storm  of  snow  and  rain  begin*;  the  sea 
swells;  the  rudder  breaks;  the  boat  must  now  be  steered  with 
oars;  the  storm  increases;  night  is  at  hand;  to  reach  the  harbor 
before  dark,  as  much  sail  as  possible  is  borne;  and  the  mast 
breaks  into  three  pieces;  the  sail  falls  overboard;  but  the  tide 
is  favorable.  The  pilot,  in  dismay,  \^'oiild  have  run  the  boat 
on  shore  in  a  cove  full  of  breakers;  "about  with  her,"  exclaim- 
ed a  sailor, "or  we  are  cast  away."  They  get  her  about  imme- 
diately, and  passing  over  the  surf,  they  enter  a  fair  sound;  and 
get  under  the  lee  of  a  small  rise  of  land.  It  is  dark;  and  the 
rain  beats  furiously;  yet  the  men  are  so  wet  and  cold  and  weak, 
they  slight  the  danger  to  be  apiirehended  from  the  savages,  and, 
after  great  diflTicultv,  kindle  a  fire  on  shore. 

Morning,  as  it  dawned  showed  the  place  to  be  n  small  island 
within  the  entrance  of  a  harbor.  The  day  was  required  for 
rest  and  preparations.  Time  was  preciou-^;  the  sea«on  advanc- 
ing; their  companions  were  left  in  su-p'^n';'".  The  ne.xt  day 
was  the  'Christian  Sabbath."  Nothing  marks  the  character  of 
the  pilgrims  more  fully,  than  that  they  kept  it  sacredly,  though 
every  consideration  denianded  haste. 

On  Monday,  the  eleventh  day  of  DecPmber,  old  style,  the  er- 
plr)ring,  forefathers  land  at  Plymouth.  A  grateful  posterity  Ims 
marked  the  rock,  which  first  received  their  footsteps.  The 
consequences  of  that  day  are  con-tantly  unfolding  themselves, 
as  time  advances,  ft  was  the  origin  of  New  England:  it  was 
the  fdanting  of  the  New  England  institutions.  Inquisiiivp  his- 
torians have  loved  to  mark  every  vestige  of  the  pilgrims:  poets 
of  the  purest  minds  have  commemorated  their  virtue*;  the  no- 
blest genius  has  been  called  into  exercise  to  display  their  merits 
worthily,  and  to  trace  the  consequence  of  their  daring  enter- 
pri'^e. 

The  spot  when  examined,  seemed  to  invite  a  jietflemenf,  and 
in  a  few  days,  the  Mayflower/  was  safely  moored  in  \if>  harbor. 
In  memory  of  the  hospitalities,  which  the  company  had  receiv- 
ed al  the  last  English  port,  from  which  they  had  sailed,  thi«  oW- 
eitNew  England  colony  obtained  the  name  of  PlymoiUli.     The 
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system  of  civil  govfiinirient  li;id   bcpn  established  by  common 

aureemtjiitj  Ibe  cliiuactf;r  of  the  ctmrcli  ii;ul    for   many  yi'aifs 

litjeri  fixed  by  a  .-acred  covenant.     Ao  the  [nl^riiiis  laii(K(l,  llitir 

iiistituiions  were  already    perfected.     Democratic    liberty  and 

independent  Clirisliaii  worship  at  once  exi.-led  in  America. 

— .»e  ®  ©«•*— 

DEBATE  ON 'HIE  POST  OFFICE, 

In  the  senate,  on  the   enettin^  of  June  27. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  tliat  Iih  tliou^lil  ;;reat  er('dil  was  due  to  tlie 
comrriitte*!  for  tlie  labor,  diligence  and  ability,  wliicli  its  mem- 
bers bad  bestowed  on  tlie  subject  relerred  to  them.  Tluy  have 
row  made  a  report  of  a  very  serious  character,  coniaiiiini; 
explicit  charges  of  mal  adiniiiisiiation,  and  accompanied  by  the 
evidence  on  which  those  clh-u;:(,'s  are  founded.  Two  iiiemb(;rs 
of  the  commilfi'f!  have  niadi:  a  report,  or  presented  a  pap^'r,  ol 
their  own,  in  which  they  undertake  in  some  instances  to  de- 
fend, and  in  others  to  excuse,  the  conduct  of  the  postmaster 
general,  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  department.  Now, 
sir,  (jsaid  Mr.  W.)  in  an  affair  so  complicated,  where  there  are 
so  many  charges,  and  so  much  evidence,  the  first  question  to  be 
asked,  is,  are  any  of  these  charges  admitted  to  l)e  true,  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  and,  if  any,  which.''  And,  as  to 
the  rest  of  the  charges,  are  they  all  denied  or  contradicted,  or 
are  some  of  them,  and,  if  any,  which,  left  without  denial  or 
contradiction?  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
Grundy),  who  does  not  agree  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
but  is  (iiie  of  the  two  iiliinbers  wiio  signed  the  otlier  pajier 
called  the  report  of  tiie  minority,  has  addressed  the  senate  re- 
peatedly, on  the  subject  of  these  charges.  Some  of  them  he 
has  objected  to,  otln-rs  he  ha*  not  attempted  to  rebut,  and  of 
others  he  has  said  nothing.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  friend- 
ly to  the  administration,  and  to  the  head  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment; and,  therefore,  perhaps,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  he  should  show  great  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  this  in- 
quiry. Yet  1  think,  sir,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  him  not 
only  his  opinion  on  all  the  charges,  but  also  some  decree  of 
patriotic  indignation,  against  lawless  acts,  which  he  admits  to 
be  lawless.  Take,  for  example,  the  first  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  declares  that  the  postmaster  general  has  borrow- 
ed money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  without  any  au- 
thority of  law.  The  honorable  chairman  says,  he  admits  the 
truth  of  this  charge.  Admits  \i?  But  why  does  he  content 
himself  with  admitting  it.''  Does  he  not  resard  it  as  a  gross 
violation  of  duty.'  Does  he  not  think  it  an  alarming  thing,  that 
the  postmaster  general  should  borrow  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
in  order  to  cover  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  department,  and 
that  he  should  keep  this  loan  concealed,  for  years,  from  the 
knowledge  of  congress.''  As  the  head  of  a  conimitiee  charged 
to  inquire  into  abuses,  and  this  enormous  abuse  having  been 
discovered,  can  the  honorable  member  justify  himself  by  simply 
saying  he  admits  its  existence.?  Has  he  no  reproof,  no  word  of 
censure  for  such  a  flagrant  violation  of  law.'  Has  he  no  disap- 
probation to  express,  no  complaint  to  enter,  in  such  tones  as 
that  the  administration  shall  hear  them.'  No  man  denies  tlie  fact, 
and  none  undertakes  to  defend  it.  What  then.'  Is  the  depart 
rrient  still  to  go  on  in  its  career,  and  nothing  to  be  done,  any 
more  than  if  nothing  had  been  discovered?  If  there  were  noth- 
ing else  in  the  whole  report,  if  that  charge  stood  alone,  I  cannot 
conceive  how  any  man  can  dnubt  that  the  department  ought  to 
he  immediately  and  thorouuhly  reformed.  The  country,  if  I 
mistake  not,  will  call  for  such  reformation.  As  to  upholding 
the  administration  of  the  department,  with  such  charges  auainsi 
it  proved  and  admitted,  it  is  more  even  than  the  spirit  of  party 
devotion  can  accomplish. 

Again,  sir,  the  third  resolution  distinctly  declares  that  a  prac- 
tice prevails,  in  the  post  ofRce,  of  granting  contracts  on  bids 
which  vary  from  the  advertisements,  and  of  altering  contracts, 
after  they  are  made  and  accepted;  a  practice  whicii  destroys 
alt  competition,  and  enables  the  doi)nrtment  to  give  all  contracts 
to  favorites.  Is  this  charge  denied  or  admitted?  I  have  not 
heard  the  honorable  member,  the  chairman,  deny  it.  Does  he 
acknowledge  it  to  be  true?  If  he  does,  why  does  he  not  tell  ns, 
in  a  plain  and  direct  manner,  that  this,  too.  is  an  enormous 
abuse,  and  ought  to  be  reformed?  Is  such  a  practice  to  pass 
Tvjthoiit  reprehension?  While  its  existence  is  detected,  disco- 
vered and  acknowledged,  is  there  to  be  no  rebuke  of  it? 

There  is  then  the  sixth  resolution,  which  declares,  that  extra 
allowances  have  been  made  to  contractors,  which  arc  unrea- 
sonable and  extravacant,  and  out  of  all  proportion  with  the  in- 
crease of  service.     Is  this  true? 

The  11th  resolution  allesies,  in  "eneral  terms,  that  the  depart- 
ment is  deeply  in  debt,  and  its  affairs  in  disorder.  I  have  heard 
no  man  deny  this.  None  can  deny  it.  The  department  is  deeply 
in  debt;  its  afl'airs  ara  disordered,  greatly  disordered.  These 
extra  allowances  appear  to  have  lost  their  oricinal  chnracter. 
Instead  of  being  extraordinary,  they  have  become  ordinary. 
Contractors  calculate  upon  them.  The  protiability  of  an  extra 
enter  into  tlieir  motives,  when  they  make  bids.  Indeed  it  seems 
of  very  little  importance  what  bids  they  make.  They  are  in 
fact  paid  just  what  surns  the  postmaster  general  sees  fit  to  pay; 
and  they  are  generally  very  well  satisfied.  From  the  frequency 
and  the  amount  of  these  extras,  the  constant  chanjinc  of  con- 
tracts, it  is  quite  evident  that  all  fair  competition  among  con- 
tractors is  done  away. 

Mr.  President,  the  country  is  awakened  to  these  abuses  in 
the  post  office,  atid  it  will  not  be,  and  onjlu  not  to  be,  satisfied 
without  a  thorough  examination,  and  an  honest  and  real  reform. 
I  give  my  hearty  thanks  to  the  committee  for  their  zeal  and  in- 


dustry. They  have  had  a  laborious  winter,  and  are  likely  to 
have  a  laborious  summer.  Let  them  go  on,  fearlessly,  and  the 
country  will  appreciate  their  services. 

Let  them  explore  all  the  sources  of  corrupt  patronage,  let 
them  bring  all  abuses  into  the  broad  light  of  day.  Let  them  in- 
quire into  the  miniber  of  removals  ol  postmasters,  with  the  al- 
leiied  cause  ol  sneli  removals.  Let  them  inquire  at  vvlif)se  bid- 
ding hdiii  St  and  laiihfiil  men  have  betni  removed,  to  make  way 
(or  parii/.ans.  Let  them  ascertain  whether  it  be  true  that  per- 
sons Ikmc  may  go  in'o  the  po.si  olfice,  and  reiiuire  the  removal 
o(  jiosimasiers  by  doxens;  and  whether  the  postmaster  general, 
as  maitir  of  course,  complies  with  such  reijuisitions. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  due  to  tin;  comniitire,  it  is  ([\ni  to  the  se- 
nate itseK,  it  is  due  to  this  higiily  nniiortant  subject,  that  we 
should  express  an  opinifin  on  sonii!  of  tlie  leading  re-oliitioii3 
reported  by  the  committee.  It  some  are  more  dmjl)llul  than 
the  rest,  or  require  further  e.vimiiiation,  let  them  lemain  for 
(Virther  consideration.  But  on  the  plain  acknowledged,  noto- 
rious cases,  let  us  come  to  a  vote.  Let  n^  show  the  country 
that  we  are  in  earnest.  Let  us  begin  with  the  first,  with  that 
whicli  respects  the  borrowing  of  the  money  from  banks,  with- 
out authority  of  law,  or  even  the  knowledue  of  congress;  and 
let  us  see  whether  any  one  individual  member  of  the  senate  is 
prepared  to  williliold  from  that  proceeding  his  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  Benton  thought  tlie  senate  ought  to  defer,  for  the  pre- 
sent, taking  a  vote  on  the  resolutions.  IJe  said,  he  had  had  no 
opportunity  of  carefully  (;xamining  the  .eports.  and  therefore 
knew  but  little  of  their  contents.  However,  he  must  say,  thai 
he  had  found  things  in  them  at  which  he  had  fell  much  mortifi- 
ed. 

Mr.  Wehster  thought  the  best  course,  which  was  called  for  by 
the  importance  of  tlie  subject,  and  what  was  due;  as  well  to  the 
committee  as  the  senate,  was  this,  to  take  a  vote  on  the  first 
resolution.  He  would  then  move  to  lay  the  others  upon  tlie 
table,  until  such  time  as  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining them,  when  he  would  move  that  they  be  taken  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion reported  l)y  the  pest  office  committee,  in  the  following 
words: 

'■'■Resolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  at  different  banks  by  the  postmaster 
general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office  department,  without 
authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  congress 
alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster 
general  are  illegal  and  void." 

And  the  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution  was  decided 
as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelin^huysen,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo. 
Knight,  Lynn,  Alangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sliepley,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ser.  White,  Wright— 41. 

NAYS— iVo„e. 

So  the  resolve  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wehster,  who  conaratulatcd  the  senate  «n 
the  unanimity  of  this  vote,  the  residue  of  the  resolutions  were 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

—«.►♦©  ®  ©■<♦►"— 

BRITISH  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

The  church  establishment. 

"The  earl  of  Eldon,  in  a  very  feeble  voice  said  that  age  and 
infirmities  prevented  him  from  debating  this  question;  but  he 
would  leave  this  ns  a  legacy  to  their  lordships — staking  whate- 
ver he  had  of  prot'essional  reputation  to  its  accuracy— that 
the  stale  had  not  the  right  to  appropriate  ihe  revenues  of  the 
church." 

To  this,  the  present  lord  chancellor  replied — 

"A  noble  and  learned  lord,  on  leaving  the  house  just  now, 
had  left  with  them  as  a  legacy,  he  said,  his  opinion  that  Ihe 
state  had  no  right  or  power  to  interfere  with  the  property  of  the 
church.  This  was  a  legacy  which  he,  (lord  Brougham),  was 
not  at  all  disposed  to  accept  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
Seriously,  he  was  persuaded  that  on  reflection,  that  learned 
nobleman  would  retract  his  <ipinion;  for  he  surely  could  not 
persit  in  asserting  that  parliament  was  not  as  competent  to 
do  ns  it  thought  fit  with  the  property  of  the  church,  as  it  was 
competent  to  do  as  it  thought  fit  with  the  property  of  any 
person  present,  [hear,  hear!]  This  power  was  exercised  re- 
peatedly, in  the  shape  of  private  bills.  What  would  be  the 
effect  produced  by  the  admission  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's 
most  extraordinary  doctrine?  Why,  that  although  by  any  pos- 
sibility it  should  happen  that  tin;  number  of  Protestants  of  the 
established  church  in  Ireland,  should  dwindle  down  from  700,000 
to  70.000,  or  to  7.000,  or  700,  or  even  to  70,  yet  must  the  present 
amount  of  property  held  by  that  church  be  still  retained  by  the 
700  or  70  as  a  sacred  rii'ht  which  none  had  a  right  to  question, 
[hear,  hear!]  Surely  no  one  could  hesitate  at  pronouncins  thi^ 
to  be  a  monstrous  proposition!  A  word  as  to  the  application  of 
the  words  church  property.  People  talked  of  the  church  as  if 
it  were  a  corporation  sole;  whereas,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  it 
was  no  such  a  thing.  "The  church"  did  not  mean  a  body  of 
the  clergy,  hut  it  meant  the  body  of  the  faithful,  [hear,  hear!] 
and  when  you  talk  of  church  property  you  do  not  really  nicari 
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to  say  that  the  three  millions  a  year,  or  whatever  the  sum  was, 
belonged  to  "the  church"  as  a  body  separate  from  and  indepen 
dent  of  the  state.  This,  liowever,  was  the  mistake,  in  com- 
mon parlance;  and  he  knew  of  no  misconception  that  had  led 
to  greater  mischief.  But  if  they  talked  of  the  clergy,  meaning, 
thereby,  various  corporations,  some  sole  as  bishops  and  parsons, 
others  corporate  as  deans  and  chapters — then  he  could  under- 
stand what  was  meant." 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  \st  July  and  London  to  the  30th 

June,  inclusive. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  had  generally  resulted,  as  we  have  before  stat- 
ed, in  favor  of  the  government.  Nearly  all  the  eminent  opposi- 
tion candidates,  however,  who  had  lost  their  elections  in  those 
places  where  they  were  first  candidates,  had  subsequently  been 
elected  in  others.  M.  Lafilte  had  been  returned  from  three 
places.     Barrot  and  Dupont  d  I'Eure  have  also  secured  seats. 

France  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  republic  of  New  Gra- 
nada. 

M  de  Chateaubriand  having  lost  his  election,  has  published 
a  letter  stating  that  had  he  been  elected  he  would  not  have 
taken  his  seat,  as  he  would  not  have  taken  the  oaihs. 

The  republicans  as  a  party  are  said  to  be  at  an  end  in  France. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

Parliament  will  not  rise  before  the  second  week  in  August. 
The  printer  and  editor  of  the  Morning  Post  had  been  brought 
before  the  house  of  peers  for  a  libel  on  the  lord  chancellor. 
The  former  had  been  discharged  but  the  latter  was  still  under- 
going an  examination. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Exeter,  in  n<!W  paving  and  beautify- 
ing their  ancient  cathedral,  found  the  leaden  coffin  of  bishop 
Bitten,  who  died  in  1307.  Near  the  bones  of  the  finger  was  dis- 
covered a  sapphire  ring  set  in  gold,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  en- 
graved a  hand,  with  the  two  fore  fingers  extended  in  the  atti- 
tude of  benediction. 

There  are  at  present  living  in  the  small  village  of  Heigliington, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  England,  in  a  population  of  400  or 
500  souls,  24  individuals  whose  united  ages  amount  to  1,977 
years,  the  oldest  is  90  and  the  youngest  79  years  of  age. 

The  town  of  Leeds,  which  in  1816  was  assessed  to  the  amount 
of  £90,000,  has  been  by  a  late  assessment  valued  at  £190,000 
The  ottier  large  towns  have  proportionally  increased. 

During  tlie  past  year,  the  receipts  of  the  society  for  promoting 
Chiistian  knowledge  have  been  rather  more  than  £74,000;  the 
expenditure  £  7-2,000.  Tlie  publications  including,  82,000  bibles, 
amouniHd  to  2,152,000. 

The  English  Mediterranean  squadron  is  said  to  be  making 
hostile  demonstrations  asainst  Turkey;  that  Russia  is  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  and  that  a  French  fleet  was  fitting  up  in  haste  to 
co-operate. 

There  had  been  a  destructive  fire  at  Oldham,  at  which  15  per- 
sons lost  their  lives  by  the  falling  of  a  wall. 

There  had  been  a  dreadful  aff'ray  at  Kerry,  in  Ireland,  be- 
tween two  clans,  attended  with  great  slaughter.  At  least  1,000 
men  were  engaged  in  it;  for  in  addition  to  the  resident  parties, 
the  Coleens  and  the  Lawlors,  numbers  came  from  miles  round 
to  take  part  in  the  conflict  against  men  whom  they  had  never 
seen  betore:  all  for  the  pleasure  of  a  fight. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  June  27,  a  call  was  made  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  names'of  the  persons  in  the  suite  of  Don  Carlos, 
with  a  view  of  taki^ng  into  custody  gen.  Moreno,  understood  to 
be  one  of  the  suite,  who  had  invited  the  brave  Torrijos,  and 
several  of  his  companions,  to  Malaga,  and  had  there  become 
the  instrument  of  their  destruction.  Among  these  victims  was 
Mr.  Boyd,  an  Englishman. 

Lord  Palmerston  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
correspondence.  He  stated  that  tiie  law  officers  of  the  crown 
had  been  consulted  as  to  the  legality  of  prosecuting  the  Spanish 
general  Moreno  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd.  He  had  little 
doubt  as  to  their  opinions;  for  Boyd  was  put  to  death  according 
to  the  law  of  Spain,  and  the  law  of  nations;  having  knowingly 
gone  with  the  band  of  Torrijos  to  excite  an  insurrection  on  the 
Spanish  territory. 

It  is  said  that  the  Irish  coercion  bill,  about  to  be  re-enacted, 
will  be  divested  of  the  military  tribunal,  and  the  other  peculiar- 
ly obnoxious  clauses. 

Admiral  Napier  has  arrived  in  England,  in  the  Braganza  fri- 
gate, which  he  captured  from  Don  Miguel.  The  admiral  took 
lodgings  at  L'orlsnioJilh,  in  a  hotel  directly  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Don  Carlos. 

SPAIN. 

There  had  been  several  recent  battles  between  the  Carlist 
forces  under  Zumalacnrregiiy  and  those  of  the  queen,  in  wliich 
the  former  had  been  victorious.  In  one  of  these  the  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  1,200. 

POLITICAL  HISTORY. 
From  the  Newport.,  (R.  I.)  Herald,  of  July  31. 
We  copy  the  followimi  from  the  R.  I.  Republican  of  the  9th, 
which  credits  it  to  '■'■The  Washinoton  North  Jlmerican.^^  As  it 
lias  now  been  published  more  than  three  weeks  without  con- 
tradiction, or  correction  from  D.  J.  Pearce,  we  nnMt  consider 
llim  as  abiding  by  it. 

[From  the  IVanhin^ton  North  Jlmerican,] 
The  Hartford  Convention.     In  the  course  of  a  very  spirit- 
ed debate,  which  look  place  in  the  house  of  representatives  on 


Monday  last,  between  the  two  members  from  Rhode  Island,  oa 
a  distress  memorial  from  that  state,  and  in  which  Mr.  Ptarce 
highly  distinguished  himself,  and  confessedly  and  decidedly  got 
the  better  of  his  formidable  antagonist,  Mr.  Burges  took  ihe 
opportunity  to  defend  the  Hartford  convention,  and  gave  Mr. 
Pearce  occasion  to  state  some  facts  in  relation  to  that  illus- 
trious assembly,  not  heretofore  generally  known.  He  said 
"Timothy  Pickering  had  informed  Mr.  Lowell,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  convention  did  not  intend  any  halfway  measures 
— that  it  was  their  determination  not  to  stop  short  of  a  separa- 
tion of  the  union,"  and  that  the  occurrence  of  peace  and  the 
victory  at  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  their  design  from  be- 
ing carried  into  execution.  The  messenger  or  ambassador  who 
was  charged  with  carrying  the  ultimatum  of  the  convention  to 
Mr.  Madison,  was  stopped  on  his  way  to  Washington,  by  the 
news  of  those  fortunate  events.  The  ultimatum  of  the  mes- 
senger was  believed  to  be,  that  Mr.  Madison  should  resign,  and 
that  an  end,  on  any  terms,  should  be  put  to  the  war.  This  in- 
formation from  Mr.  Pickering,  to  Mr.  Lowell,  as  to  the  designs 
of  the  Hartford  convention,  was  given  by  the  latter  to  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, of  Rhode  Island,  and  communicated  by  him  to  Mr.  Pearce. 
Mr.  Lowell  is  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  whose 
word  will  not  be  doubted  in  that  state,  or  by  any  one  elsewhere, 
acquainted  with  his  character.  Mr.  Potter  is  the  gentleman 
who  was  recently  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  refused  his  seat  by  the 
senate,  on  the  ground,  that  Mr.  Robnins  was  entitled  to  it  by 
the  election  of  a  previous  legislature.  Mr.  Pearce  also  stated, 
that  during  the  last  war,  a  patriotic  citizen  of  Newport,  had 
fitted  out  |a  privateer  to  cruise  against  the  enemy,  and  so  high 
did  the  traitorous  feelings  of  that  period  prevail  among  the  po- 
litical associates  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Burges,  that  the  owners 
had  to  have  a  guard  always  attached  to  the  vessel,  while  in 
that  port,  to  keep  them  from  destroying  it,  which  they  threaten- 
ed and  were  preparing  to  do.  This  last  blow,  so  vigorously 
driven  home  by  Mr.  Pearce,  into  the  lender  parts  of  his  col- 
league, is  the  most  eff"ectual  of  the  many  hard  hits  which  the 
pugnacity  of  the  Thersites  of  the  house  of  representatives,  has 
drawn  upon  himself  this  session.  Pearce  gave  it  to  him  most 
scientifically  between  the  scales,  and  the  giant  and  veteran  gla- 
diator of  parliamentary  fisticuffing,  was  completely  shut  up  and 
floored. 

[Then  follows  some  severe  remarks  of  the  editor  which, 
though,  perhaps  well  applied  to  the  present  state  of  politics  in 
Rhode  Island,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  record  that  we  desire 
to  make.  [Ed.  Reg.] 

[Letter  from  the  hon,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  to  Benjamin  Hazard^ 
esq.  of  Newport.] 

Boston,  July '2-2,  18.?4. 
Dear  sir:  Many  years  since,  I  wrote  and  published  a  series 
of  letters,  in  a  pamphlet  form,  in  vindication  of  the  views  and 
proceedings  of  the  Hartford  convention.  The  statement  of 
facts  in  those  letters  being  entirely  matter  of  record,  and  the  in- 
ferences from  those  facts  being-plain  and  inevitable,  I  may, 
without  claiming  any  peculiar  merit,  venture  to  assert  that  this 
vindication  was  tiiumphant  and  unanswerable:  and  no  attempt 
to  reply  to  it  has  ever  been  made,  to  my  knowledge.  It  appears 
also  from  this  statement,  that  every  man  in  the  community  has 
the  means  of  knowing  all  that  was  intended  or  done  by  that 
convention,  as  amply  as  the  members  themselves.  For  their 
original  appointment  and  authority  were  conferred  by  legisla- 
tive bodies,  with  open  doors;  and  this  authority  like  that  of 
other  committees,  was  limited  to  the  power  of  doing  nothing 
hut  of  making  a  report.  Their  report  was  made  and  published 
forthu-ith — and  soon  afterwards  their  private  journal  was  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  also 
published.  On  the  occasion  of  a  judicial  trial  in  Connecticut, 
Roger  Sherman,  a  member  of  the  convention:  a  gentlrnian  of 
conspicuous  rectitude  of  character  as  well  as  talent,  was  ex- 
amined on  oath  in  reference  to  those  proceedings,  and  negatived 
conclusively  the  current  slanders  of  the  day,  in  reference  to  the 
covert  and  anti-federal  designs  im|->uted  to  the  convention:  and 
lately  Mr.  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  that  a?sembly,  has  published 
an  elaborate  volume,  exhibiting  with  great  industry  and  ability 
the  rise,  progress,  aim  and  end  of  the  convention.  It  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  these  irrefragable  proofs,  nor  that  Moses  and 
the  prophets,  should  they  rise  from  the  (lead,  would  put  to 
shame  or  silence  the  great  affiliated  corps  of  calumniators  who 
are  spread  over  the  whole  country — and  who  are  very  faitblully 
represented  in  contiress.  These  creatures,  like  the  grubworm, 
rise  annually  from  the  earth,  and  when  they  seem  to  disappear 
or  to  he  exterminated  one  year,  the  next  finds  them  "at  their 
dirty  work  again."  Ntn-  was  it  to  be  expected  that  many  of  the 
aspirants  for  popular  favor  of  the  old  ftnieral  party  even  of  that 
number  who  promoted,  encouraged  and  cheered  ilie  conven- 
tion, but  were  not  among  its  members — should  like  your  Mr. 
Burges,  volunteer  in  defending  the  character  of  the  dead  lion. 
It  is  an  inconvenient  and  dangerous  sort  of  masnanimity,  and 
not  so  good  a  part  of  valor  as  "discretion."  However,  having 
done  my  duty,  to  my  entire  .»atisfaciion,  I  have;  for  a  Ions  time 
felt  that  it  would  imply  a  want  of  self  respect  in  ine.  to  betray 
a  solicitude,  or  write  a  line,  iSr  say  a  word  in  contradiction  nf 
the  inexhaustible  new  versions  of  old  absurdities,  which  are  so 
often  belched  out  by  some  of  the  kitchen,  grogshop  and  con- 
gress orators.  With  this  impression,  nothing  but  my  respect 
lV)r  you,  would  have  induced  me  to  notice  Ihe  publication  you 
sent  to  me,  from  the  Washington  North  American,  reprinted  in 
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one  of  the  Rhode  Island   papers.    The  extravagant  folly—in- 
trinsic falsehood,  and  absurb  anachronisms  which  pervade  this 
essay,  so  far  transcend  all  other  nonsense  of  the  sort,  that  if 
your  Mr.  Pearce  did  say  what  is  imputed  to  him,  he  must  in- 
deed, in  the  language  of  his  encomiast,  have  "distinguished 
Jiimself."  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Lowell,  and  you  have  his  answer.    If 
it  does  not  come  under  tlie  class  of  posers,  I  know  not  what  will, 
unless  it  be  what  here  follows.     Mr.  Pearce  is  made  to  say,  (I 
hope  not  truly),  that  "the  occurrence  of  pt^ace,  and  the  victory 
of  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  thc^ir  denign — (lo  separate  the 
union),  from  being  carried  into  execution" — Memo:    The  con- 
vention was  dissolved  long  before  the  news  of  peace  was  re- 
ceived in  this  country,  and  before  the  victory  at  New  Orleans 
had  been  achieved.     Again — "The  messenger  or  ambassador 
wiio  was  charged  with  carrying  the  ultimatum  of  the  convention 
to  Mr.  Madison,  was  sloped  on  his  way  to  Washington  by  the 
news  of  lliose  fortunate  events" — Memo:  No  communication 
from  the  convenlion  to  congress  was  ever  made  or  proposed. 
No  messenger  of  any  description  was  ever  deputed  by  that  body 
to  Mr.  Madison,  nor  to  congress.     Individuals  were  sent  by  the 
several  state   legislatures  represented  in  convention,  with  the 
printed   report  in  tlitiir  hands,  and  with  public  instructions  to 
apply  to  congress  for  permission  to  defend  the  country  with  their 
own  militia,  at  the  expense  of  the   United  States.     But  their 
commission  was  in  great  part  superseded  by  an  act  of  congress 
then  lately  passed,  profiling  the  actual  measure  which  the  con- 
vention recommended;  and  which,  had  it  passed  in  season,  would 
have  taken  away  the  jirincipal  motive  and  object  for  instituting 
the  convention.     In  fact  while  the  convention  were  debating 
and  deciding  upon  the  ways  and  means  of  defending  New  Eng- 
land, which  it  would  be  proper  to  request  congress  tn  provide: 
congress  was  debating,  and  finally  decided  to  grant  substantial- 
ly those   very  ways  and  means.     So  that  in    truth   there  was 
upon  the  great  object  proposed  by  the  convention,  no  difference 
in  substance  between  that  body  and  congress.     CongrQss  had  be- 
come satisfied  that  the  New  England  stales,  in   their  contro- 
versy respecting  the  militia   and  the  system  of  defence  appro- 
priate to  their  eondilion,  had  the  right  side  of  the  question, 
and  YIELDED  THE  POINT.     All   this  has  been   often   said,   and 
cannot  be  contradicted.    But  cui  bono!  The  draining  of  a  quag- 
mire does  not  silence  the  frogs,  but  merely  drives  them  to  some 
other  fouler  puddle.    I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  OTIS. 
Hon.  Mr.  Hazard. 

Communication  from  hon.  John  Lowell,  to  the  editor  of  the  He- 
rald of  the  Times. 

Roxbury,  July  21,  1834. 
Mr.  Editor:  The  Washington  North  Ameiican  gives  an  ex- 
tract from  a  speech  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
delivered  in  congress  on  the  presentation  of  some  memorial 
from  Rhode  Island,  in  which  the  hon.  member  is  staled  to  have 
made  (in  reference  to  the  Hartford  convention)  the  following 
statement:  "that  Timothy  Pickering  had  informed  Mr.  Lowell, 
of  Massachusetts,  that  the  convention  did  not  intend  halfway 
measures — that  it  was  llieir  determination  not  to  stop  short  of 
a  separation  of  the  union;  and  that  the  occurrence  of  peace  and 
the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  their  designs  from 
being  carried  into  execution."  Mr.  Pearce  is  further  reported 
to  have  said — "This  information  from  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr. 
Lowell,  as  to  the  design  of  the  Hartford  convenlion,  was  given 
by  the  latter  to  Mr.  Poller,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  communicat- 
ed by  him  to  Mr.  Pearce." 

The  statement  is  almost  too  absurd  to  require  notice.  That 
col.  Pickering,  then  at  Washington,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  in- 
tention or  doings  of  the  Hartford  convention,  should  write  to 
me,  in  Boston,  intimately  acquainted  with  most  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts members,  to  inform  me, what  their  designs  were,  is 
raiher  incredible.  The  fact  is,  that  no  such  letter  was  ever 
written,  or  information  given  in  any  other  way,  by  col.  Picker- 
ing to  me,  as  to  tiie  inleiilioti  or  designs  of  the  Hartford  conven- 
tion. As  to  my  communicating  to  Mr.  Potter,  what  iieuer  ex 
isted,  I  can  add,  thai  I  nev(;r  had  tlie  honor  of  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance wiih  Mr.  Poller,  nor  was  I  ever  in  his  company  to 
my  knowledge;  nor  did  I  ever  write  to  him  on  any  subject  so 
fat  as  I  can  recollect;  and,  as  an  honorable  man,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Poller  will  confirm  iliis  statement.  Since  I  am 
obliged,  by  a  sense  of  propriety,  lo  deny  the  facts  attempted  to 
be  supported  by  my  lesiimony,  I  think  it  my  duly  lo  add,  thai  I 
was  invited,  and  did  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Massacliiiselt.<  de- 
legates to  the  Hartford  convention,  which  look  place  at  col. 
Thorndike's,  the  evening  before  tluir  departure  for  Hartford. 
The  whole  subject  was  tlien  and  there  fully  and  confidentially 
discussed,  and  I  can  aver,  that  there  was  a  uiiaiiiiiious  agree- 
ment on  the  part  of  those  delegates,  that,  at  ihe  en.*ii in;;  con- 
vention, as  little  slioold  be  done  as  possible,  and  no  more  than 
Fhoultl  be  deemed  absolutely  essential  to  the  allayiiis;  of  tiie 
public  excitement,  that  neitlier  forcible  opposition  to  the  exist- 
ing sovernmenl  of  the  Uniifd  StaK^s,  nor  a  separation  of  the 
New  England  states,  were  ever  proposed,  or  ev^r  mentioned. 

JOHN  LOWELL. 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  MADISON 
To  an  invitation  to  attend  a  public  dinner  that  was  given  lo 
Mr.  Patton,  M.  C.  in  Orange  county,  Va. 

Monffielicr,  9th  July,  18.34. 
I  have  received,  friends  and  fellow  ciiizfns,  your  letter  invit 
ing  me,  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  the  republican  citizens  of  this 


district,  to  a  public  dinner,  to  be  given  to  John  M.  Fatten,  its 
representative  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Gratified  as  I  should  be  in  meeting  so  many  of  my  neighbor* 
and  friends,  among  them  the  able  and  highly  respected  repre- 
sentative of  the  district,  the  opportunity  is  rendered  of  no  avaii 
to  me  by  a  continuance,  and  of  late  increase  of  the  cansea 
which  have  long  confined  me  to  my  home,  and  at  this  timcy 
confine  me  for  the  most  part  to  a  sick  chamber. 

The  favorable  views  which  my  friends  have  taken  of  my  pub- 
lic and  private  life,  justly  demand  my  grateful  and  afTectionate 
acknowledgments.  Such  a  testimony  from  those  whom  1  know 
to  be  sincere,  and  to  whom  I  am  best  known,  is  very  precious 
lo  me.  If  it  gives  me  a  credit  far  beyond  my  claims,  which  I 
am- very  conscious  that  it  does,  I  cannot  be  insensible  lo  th« 
partiality  which  commits  the  error. 

Though  withdrawn  from  the  theatre  of  public  affairs,  and 
from  the  excitenienls  incident  to  them,  I  may  be  permiltcd  ta 
say  to  my  friends,  that  1  join  them  most  cordially  in  their  devo- 
tion lo  the  great  and  fundamental  [irinciples  of  republicanism 
to  which  Virginia  has  been  constant;  and  that  I  am  not  less 
persuaded  than  they  are,  of  the  dependence  of  our  prosperity 
on  those  principles;  and  of  the  intimate  connesioii  of  both  vvitll 
the  preservation  of  the  union  in  its  integrity,  and  of  the  consti- 
tution in  its  parity.  The  vahie  of  the  union  will  be  most  felt 
by  those  who  look  with  more  forecast  into  the  consequences  of 
disunion.  Nor  will  the  constitution,  with  its  wise  provision  for 
its  own  improvement  under  the  lights  of  experience,  be  under- 
valued by  any  who  compare  the  distracted  and  ominous  condi- 
tion from  which  it  rescued  the  country,  with  the  security  and 
prosperity  so  long  enjoyed  under  it,  and  with  the  bright  pros- 
pects which  it  has  opened  on  the  civilized  world.  It  is  a  proud 
reflection,  proud  for  ihe  people  of  the  United  States — proud  for 
the  cause  of  liberty — that  history  furnishes  no  example  of  a  go- 
vernment providing  like  blessings,  in  an  equal  degree,  and  for 
the  same  period,  as  the  modification  of  political  power  in  the 
compound  government  of  the  United  Stales,  of  which  the  vital 
principle  pervading  the  whole  and  all  its  parts,  is  the  elective 
and  responsible  principle  of  republicanism.  May  not  then  esta 
perjtetua,  express  the  hope  as  well  as  the  prayer  of  every  citizeiil 
who  loves  liberty  and  loves  his  country. 

I  pray  the  committee,  in  communicating  my  thanks  to  the 
meeting,  for  the  kind  invitation  conveyed  to  me,  to  accept  for 
themselves  my  cordial  respects  and  best  wishes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

ANSWER  OF  JOHN  C  CALHOUN, 
To  an  invitation  to  attend  the  whig  celebration  of  the  4lh 
July,  at  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Washington,  15th  June,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  been  honored  by  your  note  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, inviting  me,  in  the  name  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Albemarle,  who  are  opposed  lo  executive  usurpation  and  mis- 
rule, to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  at  Charlottesville,  on  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  indepenrlence,  and  I  regret  to.";ay,  that 
my  engagements  will  not  permit  me  to  accept  your  invitation. 
I  cordially  agree  with  you  in  the  opinion  yon  have  expressed 
of  the  acts  of  the  federal  executive,  to  which  yon  have  referr(!dj 
and  have,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  during  the  ses- 
sion, cheerfully  united  with  all  entertaining  the  same  opinion 
to  resist  those  acts  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  however  differing 
on  other  subjects.  Had  I  acted  otherwise,  I  would  have  been 
unfaithful  to  my  oath  to  support  the  constitution,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party  with  which  it  is  my  pride  to  act,  and  whose 
motto  is  opposition  to  usurpation  in  whatever  form  and  frona 
whatever  quarter.  So  long  as  the  executive  shall  persist  in  its 
acts  of  usurpation,  so  long  shall  I  feel  bound  by  the  high  obli- 
gation of  duty,  to  continue  to  pursue  the  same  course,  without 
regarding  the  diversities  of  opinion,  be  they  small  or  great,  be- 
tween myself  and  others,  whom  1  may  find  in  opposition  to  the 
same  acts. 

But  while  I  thus  stand  prepared  to  resist  the  encroachmenta 
of  the  executive,  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  every  scheme 
of  resistance  limited  to  the  acts  of  that  department,  without 
looking  beyond,  must,  in  the  end,  prove  abortive.  Unless  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  the  true  equilibrium  of  our  political  system  i3 
to  be  found  in  the  great  and  primary  division  of  power  between 
the  general  and  state  governments.  So  long  as  this  fundamen- 
tal distribution  remains  undisturbed,  as  established  by  the  con- 
stitution, there  is,  in  my  opinion,  but  little  danger  of  the  de- 
partments of  Ihe  government  attempting  to  encroach  on  each 
other;  or,  if  either  should  make  the  attempt,  that  it  would  be 
siii'cessful;  but  let  this  fundamental  distribution  be  di.=;lurbed, 
and  it  will  be  found  to  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  equilibrium 
of  power  between  the  departments.  If  these  views  be  correct, 
usurpation,  under  our  system,  must  commence  by  encroach- 
ment? on  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  can  only  take  place  through 
Ihe  agiucy  of  congress,  which,  by  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  is  vested,  exclusively,  with  nil  the  discretionary 
powers  nuthorised  under  the  in-trunxMit  to  be  exercised  by  this 
government,  or  any  of  its  departinenls,  and  through  which  pow- 
ers only  is  there  the  least  danger  of  eiicroa<'linunt.  But  while 
usurpation  can  only  originate  in  the  encroachments  of  congress 
on  the  rights  of  the  states,  the  necessary  effect  of  such  encroach- 
ment is  to  increase  the  rel.Ttive  power  of  the  executive,  and 
thereby  to  lead  the  way  to  encroachment  of  that  department  on 
the  power  of  congress.  I  hold  it,  then,  as  a  fundamental  law 
of  the  system,  (hat  whatever  power  congress  may  take  from  the 
stales  will  enure  not  to  its  advantage,  but  to  that  of  the  execu- 
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live.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  patronage,  and,  consequent- 
ly, the  influence  of  tlie  government  are  ves^ted  in  that  depart- 
ment, and  as  llie  power  and  action  of  tills  government  must  in- 
crease ju:?l  in  proportion  ao  it  ab.sorbs  liie  rialits  of  the  stales,  in 
tlie  same  tie^ree  will  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  execu- 
tive. It  is  tiieii  tliat  tlie  encroachments  ot  congress  on  the  states 
augment  the  influence  and  jxnver  of  llie  exec-uiive  dejiartment, 
and  prepares  the  vva)',  in  turn,  for  its  usurpations  on  the  powers 
of  congress,  just  as  we  now  see  it.  VVliat,  I  would  asU,  has 
prepared  tlie  way  for  the  usurpations  of  the  present  executive? 
Wliat  has  so  erroneously  increased  its  influence  and  power? 
What  has  created  that  countless  host  of  office  holders  and  oflice 
expectants,  which  stand  ready  to  sustain  the  executive  in  all  its 
acts,  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong?  For  the  cause  of  all  this, 
we  must  look  to  the  acts  of  congress — to  that  system  of  legisla- 
tion that  drew  into  the  vorlex  of  this  government  the  control 
over  the  entire  industry  and  wealth  of  the  country — that  poured 
millions  into  its  treasury  beyond  its  legitimate  wants,  to  be 
wasted  in  the  most  prol'use  and  extravagant  manner  on  objects 
not  authorised  by  the  constitution.  It  is  this  which  has  so  dan- 
gerously increased  the  influence  and  power  of  the  executive — 
which  has  spread  corruption  and  servility  over  the  land — which 
Jias  divided  and  distracted  the  country — which  by  creating  an 
immense  surplus  revenue,  beyond  the  most  profuse  expendi- 
ture, has  tempted  the  executive  to  seize  on  the  public  treasure, 
and  which  finally  sustains  him  in  the  present  open  and  flagrant 
breach  of  the  laws  and  constitution.  It  is  thus  that  the  usurpa- 
tion of  congress  on  the  stales  has  led  the  way  to  tliatof  the  exe- 
cutive on  congress;  and  that  not  by  any  accidental  operation, 
but  by  necessary  consequence  through  a  fixed  law  of  the  sys- 
tem. We  are  ilius  taught  the  important  lesson,  that  the  legis- 
lative departmenl,  in  encroaching  on  ihe  rights  of  the  states 
must,  in  the  end,  be  absorbed  by  liie  executive,  and  that  the 
first  and  indispensabie  step  towards  ariescing  the  usurpations  of 
that  depaitment  on  its  rights,  is  to  abandon  its  usurpations  on 
the  rights  of  tiie  states — abandon,  in  the  present  instance,  that 
supremacy  which  it  has  assumed  over  the  states,  and  all  those 
powers,  llie  exercise  of  which  has  led  to  the  present  disastrous 
state  of  things.  Till  this  is  done,  no  eflectual  and  permanent 
resistance  can  be  made  to  executive  usurpations.  Should  we 
ever  succeed  in  arresting  the  present  acts  of  usurpation,  and  in 
expelling  from  power  those  who  are  their  authors,  the  victory 
would  be  but  temporary,  unless  the  rights  of  the  states  should 
be  restored. 

We  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  only  on  the  elevation  and  com- 
manding position  of  state  rights,  that  the  contest  against  execu 
live  usurpation  can  be  permanently  and  successfully  maintain- 
ed. It  is  the  chosen  spot  on  which  tlie  patriotic  must  take  theii 
stand,  in  defence  of  the  institutions  and  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  the  consecrated  ground,  on  which  your  ancient  and 
renowned  commonwealth  successfirlly  contended  against  usur- 
pation in  the  great  contest  of '98,  and  on  which  she  must  now 
again  contend  in  the  same  sacred  cause,  if  she  seeks  to  emulate 
her  former  gh>ry  and  success.  On  any  other,  defeat  and  disas 
ter  will  be  inevitable.  I  take  the  liberty,  in  conclusion,  to  offer 
you  the  following  sentiment: 

"State  rights  and  state  remedies:  the  only  effectual  barrier 
against  usurpation:  let  them  be  prostrated,  and  in  the  place  of 
an  elective  chief  magistrate,  we  shall  speedily  have  a  military 
despot."     With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

T.  TV.  Gilmer,  esq.  and  others,  committee. 
—'•«■©  ®  ®<<«-- 
FOURTH  CONGRESS— SECOND  SESSION. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  15,  179(5. 

The  house,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  again  restdved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  iiouse  on  the  address  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  [George  Washington]  in  an- 
swer to  his  speech  to  both  hou.-es  of  congress;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  tlie  chair,  and  report- 
ed that  Ihe  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the 
said  address  und(;r  consideration,  ami  made  sevf'ral  ameiiil- 
ments  thereto,  which  he  delivered  at  the  clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  ware,  severally  twice  read  and  airrced  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  to  amc^nd  the  said 
address,  by  striking  out  in  Ihe  last  paragraph  thereof,  the  fol- 
lowing clause,  to  wit: 

"For  our  country's  sake,  for  the  sake  of  republican  liberty,  it 
is  our  earnest  wish  that  your  exatnple  may  be  the  guide  f)f 
your  successors;  and  thus,  after  being  the  ornament  and  safe- 
guard of  the  present  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  our  descnd- 
ant.-?" 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas 
24,  nays  54. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth  of  the  mem 
bers  present^  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  arc, 

Theodorus  Maily,  David  Card,  Tlios.  l3loiint,  Gabriel  Chri.-lie, 
Christopher  Gncinii),  John  IJ(  atli,  James  Holland,  AiidMiw 
Jack?on,  George  Jackson, Edward  Livini£~lon,  MiiUhew  Locke, 
William  Lyman,  John  Clopton,  Isaac  Cohs,  Albert  Gallatin, 
William  13.  Giles,  Samuel  Maclay,  Nathaniel  IMaiMin,  .'\ndrew 
Moore,  Josiah  Parker,  Joiin  Patten,  John  Svvanvvick,  Jf)6eph  B. 
Varnnni  and  Abraham  Venable— 24. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Haldwiii,  TInophilus  Bradbury,  Na- 
Ihnn  Bryan,  Tiioni;is  Claiborne,  Joshua  Coil,  William  Craik, 
James  Davenport,  Henry  Dearborn,  Grorg*'  D'lit,  George  Ege, 
Abicl   Foster,  Dvvijjhi  Foster,  Jesse  Franklin.  Nathaniel  Free- 


man, junior,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Antlrew  Gregg,  Roger 
Giiswold,  William  B.  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Thomas  Henderson,'  William 
fliiidman,  Aaron  Kilchell,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Madison, 
Francis  Malbone,  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  John  Nicholas,  John  Page, 
John  Reed,  John  Richards,  Samuel  "Sewall,  John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgieaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  l>a:ic  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Richard  S|)rigg,  junior,  William  StrndHick, 
Zephaniali  Swjit,  Geo.  Thacker,  Richard  Thos.  Mark  Thomp- 
son, John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Corllandt,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth  and  John  Vv'^illiams,  54.*- 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken,  that  the  house  do 
agree  to  the  said  address,  amended  to  read  as  followeth: 

Sir:  The  house  of  representatives  have  attended  to  your  com- 
munication respecting  the  state  of  our  country,  with  all  the 
sensibility  that  ihe  contemplation  of  the  subject  and  a  sense  of 
duty  can  insjiire. 

We  are  gratified  by  the  information  that  measures  calculated 
to  ensure  a  continuance  of  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  the  western  frontier  have  been 
adopted;  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  these,  by  impressing  the 
Indian  tribes  with  more  correct  concepiions  of  the  justice  as 
well  as  the  powei  of  the  United  States,  will  be  attended  with 
success. 

While  we  notice  with  satisfaction,  the  steps  that  you  have 
taken,  in  pursuance  of  the  late  ireaiies  with  several  foreign  na- 
tions, the  liberation  of  our  citizens  who  were  prisoners  at  Al- 
giers, is  a  subject  of  peculiar  felicitation.  We  shall  cheerfully 
co-operate  in  any  further  measures  that  shall  appear,  on  consi- 
deration, to  be  requisite. 

W^e  have  ever  concurred  with  you  in  the  most  sincere  and 
uniform  disposition  to  preserve  our  neutial  relations  inviolate, 
and  it  is,  of  course,  with  anixiety  and  deep  regret  we  hear  that 
any  interruption  of  our  harmony  with  the  French  republic  haa 
occurred.  For  we  feel  with  you  and  with  our  constituents,  the 
cordial  and  unabated  wish  to  maintain  a  perfectly  friendly  un- 
derstanding with  that  nation.  Your  endeavors  to  fulfil  that 
wish,  and  by  all  honorable  means  to  preserve  peace,  and  to 
restore  that  harmony  and  afteetion  which  have  heretofore  so 
happily  subsisted  between  the  French  republic  and  the  United 
States,  cannot  fail,  therefore,  to  interest  our  attention.  And 
while  we  participate  in  the  full  reliance  you  have  expressed  on 
the  patriotism,  self  respect,  and  fortitude,  of  our  countrymen, 
we  cherish  the  pleasing  hope  that  a  mutual  spirit  of  justice  and 
moderation  will  ensure  the  success  of  your  perseverance. 

The  various  subjects  of  your  communication  will  respectively 
meet  with  the  attention  that  is  due  to  their  importance. 

When  we  advert  10  the  internal  situation  of  (he  United  States, 
we  deemed  it  equally  natural  and  becoming  to  compare  the 
present  period  with  that  immediately  antecedent  to  the  opera- 
lion  f)f  the  government,  and  to  contrast  it  with  the  calamities 
in  which  the  state  of  war  still  involves  several  of  the  European 
nations,  as  the  reflections  deduced  from  both  tend  to  justify  as 
well  as  to  excite  a  warm  admiration  of  our  free  constitution, 
and  to  exalt  our  minds  to  a  more  fervent  and  grateful  sense  of 
piety  towards  Almighty  God,  for  the  beneficence  of  his  Provi- 
dence by  which  its  administration  has  been  hitherto  so  remark- 
ably distinguished. 

And  while  we  entertain  a  grateful  conviction,  that  your  wise, 
firm  and  patriotic  administration  has  been  signally  conducive 
to  the  success  of  the  present  form  of  government,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  express  the  deep  sensation  of  regret,  with  which  we 
contemplate  your  intended  retirement  from  office. 

As  no  other  suitable  occasion  may  occur,  we  cannot  suffer 
the  present  to  pass,  without  attempting  to  disclose  some  of  the 
emotions  which  it  cannot  fail  to  awaken. 

The  gratitude  and  admiration  of  your  countrymen  are  still 
drawn  to  the  recollection  of  those  resplendent  virtues  and  talents 
which  were  so  eminently  instrumental  to  the  achievement  of 
the  revolution,  and  of  which  that  glorious  event  will  ever  be 
the  memorial.  Your  obedience  to  the  voice  of  duty  and  yoar 
country,  when  you  quilted,  reluctantly,  a  second  lime,  the  re- 
treat you  had  chosen,  and  first  accepted  the  presidency,  afforded 
a  new  proof  of  the  devotedness  of  your  zeal  in  its  service,  and 
an  earnest  of  ihe  patriotism  and  success  which  have  charac- 
terised your  administration.  As  the  grati'ful  confidence  of  the 
citizens  in  the  virtues  of  their  chief  magistrate,  has  essentially 
contributed  to  that  success,  we  persuade  onrsetves  that  the 
millions  whom  we  represent,  participate  with  us  in  the  anxtons 
solicitude  of  the  present  occasion. 

Yet,  we  cannot  be  unmindful,  that  your  moderation  and  mag- 
nnnimitv,  twice  displayed,  by  retiring  from  your  exalted  sta- 
tions, afl^ord  examples  no  less  rare  and  instructive  to  mankind, 
than  valuable  to  a  republic. 

Althoimh  we  are  sensible  that  this  event,  of  itself,  completes 
the  lustre  of  a  character  already  conspicuously  unrivalled  by 


*Of  the  24  yeas  there  are  still  living  Andrew  Jackson,  Edward 
Livingston,  Albert  Gallatin,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and  perhaps,  one 
or  two  others. 

Of  the  .54  nays  there  are  slill  living  James  Madison,  and,  we 
think,  two  or  three  others,  which  are  not  named  because  the 
fact  is  not  clear  to  us. 

But  most  of  thoefl  in  the  negative  lived  long  enough  to  see 
many  of  those  in  the  affirmative,  point  to  the  administration  of 
W.VSUIN6TON  as  the  guWe  of  his  successors,  which  they  had 
voted  that  might  not  lie. 
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the  coincidence  of  virtue,  talents,  success  and  public  eBlinia- 
tion;  yet  we  conceive  we  owe  it  to  you,  sir,  and  still  more  eni- 
pliatically  to  ourselves  and  our  nation,  (of  ilie  language  of  whose 
liearts  we  prestnne  to  think  ourselves,  at  this  moment  the  faith 
lul  inieipreters),  to  express  the  sentiments  with  which  it  is  con- 
templated. 

The  spectacle  of  a  free  and  enlightened  nation  offering,  by  its 
representatives,  tiic  tribute  of  unleigned  approbation  to  its  first 
cilizen,  however  novel  and  inltresiing  it  may  be,  derives  all 
its  lustre,  (a  lu»ire  which  accident  or  entliusiasm  could  not 
bestow,  and  which  adulation  would  tarni.-h),  I'om  the  trans- 
cendant  merit  of  which  it  is  the  voluntary  testimony. 

May  you  hmg  enjity  that  liberty  wliicii  is  so  dear  to  you,  ainJ 
to  which  yttur  name  will  ever  be  so  dear.  May  your  own 
vulues  and  a  nation's  prayers  obtain  tlie  happiest  sunshine  for 
the  decline  of  your  days,  and  the  choicest  of  future  bl«ssings. 
For  our  country's  sake;  for  the  sake  of  republican  liberty,  it  is 
our  earnest  wish  that  your  example  may  be  the  guide  of  your 
successors;  and  thus  alter  being  tlie  ornament  and  safeguard  of 
the  present  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  our  descendants. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative,  yeas  67,  nays  12. 

The  yeas  atid  nays  being  demaned  by  one  fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Fisher  Ames,  Thcodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Thfophilus  Bradbury,  Nathan  Bryan,  Gabriel  Cliri>tie, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Josliua  Cnit,  Win.  Cooper, 
Win.  Craik,  James  Davenptnt,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
George  Ege,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwiglit  Foster,  Jesse  Franklin,  Na- 
thaniel Freemen,  jr.  Albert  Gallatin,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James 
Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  B.  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John 
Heath,  Thomas  Henderson,  William  Hindmau,  George  Jackson, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Madison,  Francis  Mal- 
bone,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  John  Nicholas, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Patten,  John  Reed,  John  Ri 
chards,  Samuel  Sewall  John  S.  Sherburne,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Isreal  Smith,  Isaac  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jr.  William  Strudwick,  John  Swanwick,  Zep- 
haniali  Swift,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  Thompson,  Jolin  G.  Van 
Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Pcleg  Wads- 
worth  and  John   Williams — 67. 

Those  who  voted  in  negative  are, 

Thomas  Blount,  Isaac  Coles,  Willinm  B.  Giles,  Christopher 
Greenup,  James  Holland  Andrew  Jackson,  Edward  Livingston, 
Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Samuel  Maclay,  Nathaniel 
Macon  and  Abraham  Venabie— 12.* 

To  shew  the  spirit  of  the  times,  as  manifested  by  a  certain 
party  in  the  United  Slates,  we  add  the  (ollowing  extract  from 
the  Philadelphia  '■'■Aurora,^'  then  tlie  leading  paper  of  tlie  party 
alluded  to— 

From  the  Aurora  of  March  4,  1797. 

"Now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation,"  was  the  pious  ejaculation  of  a  man 
wtio  beheld  a  flood  of  happiness  rushing  on  mankind.  If  ever 
there  was  a  time  that  would  license  the  reiteration  of  the  ex- 
clamation, the  time  is  now  arrived,  for  the  man,  wlio  is  the 
source  of  all  the  misfortunes  to  our  country,  is  this  day  reduced 
to  a  level  with  his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  no  longer  possessed  of 
power  to  multiply  evils  on  tlie  United  States.  If  tliere  ever  was 
a  period  for  rejoicing,  this  is  the  moment.  Every  heart,  in  uni- 
son with  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people,  ought  to  beat 
high  with  exultation,  that  the  name  of  Washington  from  this 
day  ceases  to  give  currency  to  political  iniquity,  and  to  legalize 
ct)rruption — a  new  era  that  promises  much  to  the  people;  for 
public  measures  must  now  stand  on  their  own  merit;  and  ne- 
farious projects  can  no  loiiaer  be  supported  by  a  name.  When 
a  retrospect  is  taken  of  the  Washington  administration  for  eight 
years,  it  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  astonishment,  that  a  single 
individual  could  have  cankered  the  principles  of  republicanism 
hi  an  enlightened  people,  and  should  have  carried  his  designs 
against  public  liberty  so  far,  as  to  put  in  jeopardy  its  very  ex- 
istence. Such,  however,  are  the  facts;  and  with  them  staring 
us  in  the  face,  this  day  ought  to  be  a  day  of  jubilee  in  the  Unit- 
ed States." 

#  

QlJ-The  preceding  is  running  a  round  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  and  its  authorship  charged  on  col.  Wm.  Ditajjc,  father  of 
the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  has  revived,  or  is  about 
to  revive  tlie  "Aurora,"  and  has  come  out  warmly  in  the  sup- 
port of  president  »7ac/fS0w.  This  must  be  incorrect;  for  Benjamin 
Fianklin  Bache,  (a  grand  son  of  Dr.  Franklin),  was  then  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Aurora,  and  remained  so  until  the  autumn 
of  1798,  when  he  died  of  the  yellow  fever — as  is  fresh  in  our 
recollection,  from  particular  circumstances.  Mr.  Bache  was 
an  able  writer,  and  accustomed  to  indulge  himself  in  free  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  and  character  of  Washington,  chiefly, 
perhaps,  on  account  of  the  neutral  position  that  he  assumed  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  French  revolution,  and  the  treaty  made 
with  England,  by  Mr.  Jay. 


*It  will  be  seen  that  Albert  Gallatin  and  others,  who  voted  to 
strike  out  the  clause  in  the  address  which  is  quoted,  voted  for 
the  address  as  it  passed,  though  containing  that  clause — but 
that  Messrs.  Jackson,  Livingston  and  Macon,  and  others,  per- 
severed in  their  opposition. 


While  preparing  this  note,  we  liave  observed  in  the  "Steu- 
benville  Herald,"  edited  and  published  by  our  old  and  valued 
friend  judge  Wilson,  that  our  recollections  are  correct.  Mr.  W. 
says,  in  the  "Herald"  r.f  the  30lh  ult— 

"The  Aurora  was  edited  at  that  time,  and  until  the  month  of 
September,  1798,  by  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Baelie  died  ol  the  yellow  fever.  The  publication  of  the 
Aurora  was  then  suspended  for  about  two  months,  and  re-com- 
merued  in  November  under  the  editorial  management  of  col. 
Duarie.  Col.  D.  had  been  employed  in  the  same  oliice  for  some 
moriihs  previous  to  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bache,  as  a  sub-editor, 
&.C.  but  not  duriuo  any  part  of  the  year  11961  nor  we  believe  '97. 
This  charge  against  col.  Duane,  is,  therefore,  to  our  certain 
knowledge,  aliogellier  without  foundation.  VVe  do  not  recol- 
lect that  the  Aurora  contained,  whilst  under  the  management 
of  col.  Duane,  any  injurious  strictures  upon  general  Washing-, 
ton  or  any  of  the  measures  of  liis  administration.  We  think  it 
did  not." 

These  are  things  with  which  Mr.  Wilson  hasa  right  to  be 
fully  acquainted,  having  been  long  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
old  "Aurora,"  and,  for  a  considerable  time,  its  editor. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

HEAD    QUARTERS    OF    THE    ARMT, 

Adjutant  generaVs  office,  IVashington,  July  Qth,  1834. 
ORDER,   NO.  49. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army,  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con&pnt 
of  the  senate,  since  the  publication  of  the  official  Register  (ox 
1834. 

I — PllOMOTIONS. 

Reolment  of  dragoons. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Eiistis,  to  be  2d  lieut.  17th  March, 
1834,  vice  Bradfoid,  deceased,  (brevet  1st  July,  lb30). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  George  W.  McCIure,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Clymaii.  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1830). 
First  regiment  of  artillery. 

1st  lieut.  Joshua  Howard,  to  be  captain,  6th  March,  1834,  vice 
Patrick,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Ebenezer  S.  Sibley,  to  be  1st  lieut.  6th  March,  1834, 
vice  Howard,  promoted. 

2d  lieut.  William  Maynadier,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31sl  May,  1834, 
vice  Tyler,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  David  B.  Harris,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  March, 
1834,  vice  Sibley,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1833). 

Brevet  2(1  lieut.  Erasius  A.  Canron,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Maynadier,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1833). 
Second  re<i,iinent  of  artillery. 

2d  lieut.  John  B.  Grayson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  30th  April,  1834, 
vice  Fowler,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Ward  B.  Burnett,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  April, 
1834,  vice  Cocko,  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2d   lieut.  Theophilus  F.  J.  Wilkinson,  tff  Ife  2d  lieut. 
30th  April,  1834,  vice  Grayson  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 
Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lient.  Elbrid^eG.  Eastman,  to  be '2d  lieut.  4th  March, 

1833,  vice  Simon  ton,  appointed  1st  lieut.  of  the  regiment  of  dra  ■ 
goons,  (brevet  1st  July,  1831). 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

2d  lieut.  Edwin  B.  Babbitt,  to  be  1st  lieut.  Slsl  March,  1834, 
vice  Archer,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieiit.  William  O.  Kello,  to  be  2d  lieut.  11th  Janu- 
ary, 1834,  vice  Cobb,  deceased,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2ii  lieut.  Henry  Swartvvout,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  March, 

1834,  vice  Babbitt,  proinoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Frederick  Wilkinson,  lo  be  2d  lient.  18th 
February,  1834,  vice  Rimer,  deceased,  (brevet  1st  July,  18.34). 

Brevet  2d   lieut.    William    W.  S.  Bliss,  to  be  2d   lieut.  31st 
March,  1834,  vice  McKean,  resigned,  (briivet  1st  July,  1833)." 
Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  S.  Williams,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Johnston,  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1831). 
Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Isl  lieut.  Francis  Lee,  to  be  captain,  31st  May,  1834,  vice 
Bonneville,  dropped. 

2d  lieut.  Gabriel  J.  Rains,  to  be  1st  lieut.  28th  January,  1834, 
vice  W^illiams,  appointed  assistant  topographical  engineer. 

2d  lieut.  Stephen  W.  Moore,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  May,  1834, 
vice  Lee,  promoted. 

Brevet  2.1  lieut.  Roger  S.  Dix.  to  be  2d  lient.  28th  January, 
1834,  vice  Rains,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Richard  C.  Gatlin,  to  be  2d   lient.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Moore,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 
2.  Piornotions  by  brevet,  conferred  for  ten  years^  service  inone 
grade;  or  for  faithful  and  meritorious  service. 
Brigadier  generals  by  brevet. 

Col.  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank 
the  20th  April,  1829. 

Col.  Matthew  Arbuckle,7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank 
16th  March,  1830. 

fThe  extract,  as  first  published,  was  dated  March  4,  1796 — 
this  was  a  mistake,  but  hence  Mr.  W^ilson's  italics.  It  appear- 
ed on  the  day  of  the  inauauration  of  J-Vushingion's  successor, 
and  we  well  remember  the  feeling  that  it  caused  in  PhiJadel-^ 
phia. 
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Col.  James  House,  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  to  take  rank  8th 
May,  1832. 
Col.  Roger  Jones,  adj.  gen.  to  take  rank  7th  June,  1832. 
Brevet  col.  Abram.  Eustis,  4th  regiment  artillery — 30th  June, 
1834. 
Col.  Nathan  Towson,  paymaster  general — 30th  June,  1834. 

Colonels  by  brevet 
Col.  Zach.  Taylor,  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank  20lh 
April,  1829. 

Lieut,  col.  James  B.  Many,  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take 
rank  1st  June,  1831. 

Lieutenant  colonels  by  brevet. 
Maj.  Henry  Stanton,  quarter  master,  to  take  rank  13th  May, 
1830. 

MaJ.  R.  E.  DeRussey,  corps  of  engineers,  for  faithful  service, 
and  meritoiious  conduct — 30th  June,  1834. 

Brevet  maj.  Henry  Whiting,  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  for  faith- 
f«l  and  meritorious  service — 30ih  June,  1834. 
Majors  by  brevet.* 
Maj.  Trueman  Cross,  Q.  M.  and  capt.  7th  inPy,  16th  June,  1828. 
Capt.  Tlioinas  F.  Huiii,5ili  infantry,  31st  June,  1828. 
Capt.  Waddy  V.  Cobbs,  2d  infantry,  31st  March,  1829. 
Capt.  Guslavus  Loomis,  1st  infantry,  7th  April,  1829. 
Capt.  Henry  Wilson,  4lh  infantry,  20th  April,  1829. 
Capt.  Tlioniai  F.  Sniiili,  Isi  infantry,  25Ui  April,  1829. 
Capt.  Ricliard  M.  Sands,  4lli  infantry,  30ih  April,  1829. 
Capt.  William  Hoff'man,  2d  infantry",  1st  May,  1829. 
Maj.  R.  B.  Mason,  regiment  of  dragoons,  31st  July,  1829. 
Capt.  Joseph  S.  Nelson,  3d  infantry,  I3ili  August,  1829. 
Capt.  Fabius  Wliiling,  Isl  artillery,  lOlii  .September,  1829. 
Capt.  Greenleaf  Dearborn,  2d  infantry,  30lli  September,  1829. 
Capt.  Felix  Ansart,  3d  artillery,  28ili  November,  1829. 
Capt.  Thomas  Staniford,  2(1  infantry,  1st  March,  1830. 
Capt.  Thomas  C.  Legate,  2(1  artillery,  13ih  May,  1830. 
Capt.  Ji»tui  L.  Smith,  corps  of  eni;ineers,  29lh  August,  1830. 
Capt.  Joseph  Plyinpton,  (ith  infantry,  1st  June,  1831. 
Capt.  Win.  G.  Belknap,  3d  infantry,  1st  February,  1832. 
Capt.  Diolafayette  Wilcox,  5th  infantry,  1st  April  1832. 
Cajit.  Levi  Whiting,  4ili  artillery,  21st  May,  1832. 
Capt.  Isaac  Clark,  6lb  infantry,  27th  Auuust,  1832. 
Capt.  ^neas  Mackay,  3d  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 
Capt.  Benjamin  A.  Boynton,  2d  inlaniry,  8th  July,  1833. 
Capi.  Owen  Ransom,  2d  inlantry,  2,3lli  January,  1833. 
Brevet  maj.  Wm.  G.  MeN.il,  top.  eiiiiineer,  27lh  Jan.  1833. 

Cap!.  William  L.  McCliiitock,3d  artillery,  11th  August,  1833. 
Capt.  John  L.  Gardner,  4lli  artillery,  1st  Novemltcr,  1833. 

Capt.  Henry  Saunders,  1st  artillery,  4lh  November,  1833. 

Capt.  N    Baden,  2d  artillery,  1st  April,  1834. 

Capt.  William  W.  Lear,  4th  infantry,  1st  May,  18,34. 

Cap*.  Nathaniel  Clarke,  5lh  infantry,  29tl)  June,  1834. 

Capt.  George  Ulaney,  corps  of  enuineers,  30lli  June,  1834. 
Cuptahts  by  brevet. 

Capt.  Jacob  Schniiick,  4th  artillery,  25th  July,  1824. 

Capt.  Richard  Baclie,  of  ordinance,  I5ili  Jniie,  1827. 

1st  lieut.  Tlios.  J.  Leslie,  of  engineers,  31st  March,  1829. 

Capt.  Setli  Johnson,  2(1  infantry,  1st  May,  1829. 

1st  lieut.  Henry  S.  Mallory,  2d  artillery, '3l^t  May,  1829. 

Capt.  William  M.  Graham,  4tli  inlantrv,  lltli  August,  1829. 

1st  lieut.  William  Wells,  2d  artillery,  28th  August  1829. 

Brevet  capt.  Jas.  D.  Graham,  ass.  top.  en<;iiieer,8tli  Sept.  1829. 

Isl  lieut.  John  R.  Vinton,  3d  artillery,  3()th  September,  1829. 

1st  lieut.  Richard  B.  Lee,  3d  artillery,  31st  Octol>er,  1829. 

Capt.  John  Clitz,  2d  infantry,  31st  December,  1829. 

Capt.  S.  Shannon,  1st  infantry,  23d  February,  1830. 

Capt.  John  Symington,  of  ordinance,  17th  May,  18.30. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Washington,  4th  artillery,  23d  May,  1830. 

Capt.  Andrew  Talcott,  corps  of  engineers,  1st  October,  1830. 

Capt.  H.  H.  Loring,  3d  infantry,  17th  October,  1830. 

Capt.  E.  K.  Barnum,  2d  infantry,  31st  December,  1830. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  Cooper,  4th  artillery,  6lh  July,  1831. 

1st  lieut.  Harvey  Brown,  4th  artillery,  23d  August,  1831. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  Ringsold,  3d  artillery,  8th  May,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  Charles  Ward,  4ih  artillery,  20th  July,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  John  Bradley,  2d  infantry,  2d  October,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  W.  S.  Newton,  3d  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  H.  A.  Thompson,  4lh  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 

Capt.  Giles  Porter,  1st  artillery,  1st  February,  ]833. 

1st  lieut.  A.  W.  Thornton,  4th  infantry,  25lli  April,  18.33. 

Capt.  Joshua  Howard,  1st  artillery,  Isi  November,  1833. 

1st  lieut.  David  Van  Ness,  1st  arlillery,  4th  November,  1833. 

1st  lieut.  Justin  Dimick,  1st  artillery,  1st  May,  1834. 

1st  lieut.  C.  A.  Ogdeu,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  June,  1834. 
First  lieutenants  by  brevet. 

1st  lieut.  Wm.  C.  DeHart,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  18.30. 

Ist  lieut.  James  A.  Chambers,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  1830. 

1st  lieut.  Julius  A.  deLaguel,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  1831. 

II — APPOINTMENTS. 

Staff. 
John  S.  Lytic,  Ohio,  to  he  paymaster,  27lh  February,  1834. 
Jno.  15.  Wells,  Maryland,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  Feb.  18.34. 
Jno.  RLCnyler,  Georgia, to  be  assistantsurgeon,  1st  April,  1834. 
Madison  Mills,  N.York,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  April,  18.34. 
Wm.  Hammond,  Md.  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  June,  1834. 


♦To  |;ike  rank  from  the  date?  given.     The  abbreviations  are 
tnadc  or  words  omitted,  to  save  room— so  with  the  captains.  &c. 

Ed.  Reg. 


Topographical  engineers,. 

Brevet  capt.  William  G.  McNeil,  assistant  topographical  engi- 
neer, to  the  topographical  engineer,  with  the  brevet  rank  of 
major,  to  rank  from  the  28th  January,  1834,  vice  Perrault,  de- 
ceased. 

1st  lieut.  William  G.  Williams,  late  of  the  7th  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  topographical  engiueer,  with  the  brevet 
rank  of  captain,  to  rank  from  the  28th  of  January,  1834,  vice 
McNeil,  promoted. 

Military  academy, 

Robert  W.  Weir,  New  York,  to  be  teacher  of  drawing  at  the 
military  academy,  8lh  May,  1834. 

Regiment  of  dragoons. 

2d  lieut.  Isaac  P.  Simonion,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  infantry,  to 
to  be  1st  lieut.  of  dragoons,  4th  March,  1833,  vice  Moore,  of  the 
7lh  infantry,  declined. 

2d  lieut.  Albert  M.  Lea,  of  the  7lh  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  of  dragoons,  4lh  March,  1833,  vice  Holmes,  of  the  7th 
infantry,  declined. 

3.  The  following  named  cadets,  constituting  the  1st  class  of 
1834,  having  been  adjudged  by  the  academic  staff  at  the  June 
examination,  competent  to  perform  duty  in  the  army,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  attached  them  as  supernumerary 
second   lieutenants,  by  brevet,  to  regiments  and  corps  respec- 
tively, as  candidates  for  commissions  therein.* 
Corps  of  engineers. 
1  Wm.  Smith,  New  York.         2  John  Sanders,  Florida. 
Regiment  of  dragoons. 

21  Henry  S.  Turner,  Virginia. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

4  Thos.  A.  Mortis,  Indiana.        9  John  F.  Lee.  Virginia. 

5  Robert  Allen,  Maryland.        12  C.  B.  Chalmers,  Dis.  Col. 

7  Epaphras  Kibby,  Ohio.  16  L.  A  B.  Walbacl^U.  States. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 
3  Harrison  Loughborough,  Ky.  11  Curran  Pope, Kentucky. 

6  James  Duncan,  N.  York.        13  John  E.  Henderson, Tenn. 

8  Wm.T.  Stockton,  Penn. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 
10  Charles  A.  Fuller,  Mass.      14  Morris  S.  Miller,  N.  York, 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 
15  William  G.  Freeman,  Virjriiiia. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 
35  William  H.  Price,  Pennsylvania. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

30  Richard  S.  Smith,  Pennsylvania. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

17  James  F.  Cooper,  Penn.         23   Thomas  O.  Barnwell,  9.  C. 

19  George  P  Field,  N.  York.      26  Joseph  L.  Coburn,  Vermor^Si. 

20  Cary  H.  Fry,  Kentucky.        28  Philip  N.Barbour,  Ky. 

Fourth  reoimevt  of  infantry. 

31  Eustace  Robinson,  ViiaiiiJa.  34  John  Graiiam,  New  York. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 
25  Goode  Bryan,  Georgia. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry, 

32  William  S.  Ketcimm,  IJnited  States. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

18  Gabriel  R.  Paul,  Missouri.    29  Arnold  Harris,  New  York. 

22  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  Vt.       33  Forbes  Britton,  Virginia. 
24  Henry  McKavett,  N.Y.         36  Alex.  Montgomery,  Penn. 
27  James  G.  Reed,  Penn. 

m— CASDALTXE8. 

Resignations. 

First  lieutenants— Dame\  Tyler,  1st  artillery,  SIst  May,  1834? 
John  Archer,  3d  infantry,  31st  March,  1834. 

Second  lieutennnls — James  Ctyman,  draaoon,  31st  May,  1834;^ 
Thomas  J.  McKean,  4th  infantry^  31sl  March,  18.34;  Albert  S. 
Johnston,  6th  infanlry,31st  May,  1834;  Henry  Du  Pont,  (brevet) 
4th  arlillery,  15th  June,  1834;  Asher  Philips,  17ih  January,  1834 
— paymaster;  Lucius  Abbott,  31st  March,  1834— assistant  sur- 
geon; Richard  Wavne.  31st  January,  1834,  do.  do.;  Charles  W. 
Handy,  3Ist  May,  1834,  do.  do.:  C.  R.  Leslie,  15th  April,  1834— 
teacher  of  drawing  military  academy. 

Declined— \sx.  lient.  Stephen  W.  Moore,  of  the  regiment  o-f 
dragnon>;2d  lient.  Thcop.  H.  Holmes,  of  the  rejriment  dragoons. 

Deaths — Brevet  maj.  P.  H.  Perrault,  t^ographical  engineer, 
28th  January,  1834;  capt.  Matthew  A.  Patrick,  1st  artillery,  6lh 
March,  1834;  1st  lieut.  Abram  C.  Fowler,  2d  artillerv,  30th  April, 
1834;  2d  lieut.  William  Bradford,  dragoons,  17ih  March,  1834; 
2d  lieut.  Samuel  K.  Cobbs,  3d  infantry,  11th  Janunry,  1834;  2d 
lient.  Joseph  Ritner,  4th  infantry,  18th  February,  1834. 

Dropped— Cai)t.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville,  7th  infantry,  31st  May^ 
1834. 

4.  The  officers  7>7-omo<e(i  and  appointed,  \\\U  report  according- 
ly, and  join  their  proper  stations  and  coinpani(!s  without  delay; 
those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  under  special  orders  and 
instriutions,  will  report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

5.  The  brevet  second  lieutenants  will  join  tlu-ir  respective 
regiments,  and  report  in  person   for  duty,  acreeahly  to  rcgula- 
tirms,  by  the  \5fh  day  of  October;  and  immediately,  by  letter,  to 
their  respective  colonels,  who  will  assign  them  to  companiee. 
By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  mq;.  gen.  commander  in  chief: 

"R.  JONES,  adj.  gen.' 

*AII  these  being  cadets,  and  appointed  brevet  second  lieuten- 
ants on  the  1st  July,  1834 — it  is  not  necessary  to  do  more  than 
give  their  names  and  stales— the  figures  prefixed  shewing  the 
rank  of  each  officer.  Ed.  Res. 
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Having  a  little  command  over  the  contents  ot  our 
pages,  previous  to  tiie  commencement  of  certain  long 
but  important  articles,  that  must  be  inserted,  we  have 
partially  cleared  our  tiles,  and  given  to  the  Reoisteu 
more  of  a  miscellaneous  cliaracter  than  it  generally 
bears.  The  present  number  is  ricii  in  the  expressed 
opinions  of  distinguished  persons,  on  the  present  state  of 
things,  in  their  answers  to  various  invitations  given  to 
them. 

Our  attention  to  the  article  concerning  the  "locusts" 
was  invited  by  an  old,  and  much  valued  and  intelligent 
friend— for  which  we  take  leave  to  tliank  him.  The 
facts  stated  are  interesting — and,  as  he  stands  anony- 
mously before  the  public,  we  think  it  not  impertinent  to 
say,  that  we  have  entire  faith  in  the  matters  presented 
by  him,  concerning  this  singular  insect.  His  name,  if 
given,  would  not  need  our  endorsement,  with  those  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him. 

An  interesting  article  on  the  wool  trade,  from  the 
**Boston  Courier,"  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  page. 
It  is  clearly  shewn  that  the  price  of  this  valuable  staple 
has  much  declined,  since  last  year.  We  expected  and 
feared  this  result.  It  is  no  part  of  the  policy  which  we 
would  have  pursued  that  has  caused  a  diminished  price 
for  wool — nor  could  it,  until  by  encouraged  production, 
the  quantity  pressed  on  the  demand— when  this  commo- 
dity, like  all  others,  would  be  subjected  to  the  common 
laws  of  trade. 

"We  wish  to  refer  the  article  on  "county  museums" 
to  the  serious  attention  of  our  readers,  that  they  may  see 
how  great  an  amount  of  benefits  can  be  obtained  through 
the  agency  of  very  simple  means — combining  both  plea- 
sure and  profit. 

A.  broad  view  of  the  several  censuses  of  the  United 
States,  by  states,  is  given  in  a  following  page.  The  ag- 
gregates, by  states,  will  be  repeated,  in  a  subsequent 
paper,  to  shew  the  rates  of  increase  per  cent,  in  each 
state — with  the  estimates  that  we  made  in  anticipation  of 
the  two  last  censuses,  and  an  attempt  to  calculate  the 
population  in  1840,  having  guessed  pretty  well  on  former 
occasions,  as  to  the  grand  totals,  though  sometimes  consi- 
derably wrong  in  the  locations  of  the  people.  In  this 
latter  we  do  not  now  expect  to  be  more  fortunate — for 
the  currents  of  emigration  are  altogether  uncertain,  as 
well  as  the  masses  of  them;  now  thei-e  is  a  brisk  and  then 
a  slackened  movement  from,  or  into,  some  of  the  states 
or  territories,  governed  by  circumstances  that  no  one  can 
foresee.  Tiie  general  ratios  of  i7icrease,  per  cent,  how- 
ever, will  decline  as  the  gross  number  of  the  population 
advances — thus,  if  a  certain  district  contains  100  persons 
and  receives  ariother  100  in  any  giveu  time,  the  increase 
is  100  per  cent,  but  if  the  population  is  200,  and  100  be 
added,  the  increase  is  only  at  the  rate  of  50  per  cent,  and 
this  principle  operates  against  the  power  of  emigration 
from  Euroj)e,  which  is  large,  but  still  a  small  matter 
compared  with  the  natural  increase..  On  these  subjects 
we  propose  to  indulge  ourselves  in  some  speculations, 
built  upon  ascertained  facts,  for  the  amusement  or  in- 
struction of  those  wlio  are  cui-ious  in  such  things,  with 
references  also  to  the  effects  of  an  increased  population 
on  tlie  general  business  and  wealth  of  well-governed 
communities. 

Certain  papers  are  copied  from  the  London  Herald 
relative  to  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  new 
American  states,  by  Spain — a  measure  whicli  the  two 
last  and  the  present  presidents  of  the  United  States  have 
all  had  much  at  h«art.  We  fear  that  tlie  people  of  these 
states  are  not  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  liljerty,  but  their 
happiness  might  be  promoted,  and  Spain  herself  benefit- 
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ted,  we  think,  by  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  of  a  stale  of  tilings  that  really  exists,  and  cannot  be 
altered,  by  any  other  act  on  her  behalf. 

Mr.  CAa/??(^er5  having  been  appointed  chief  justice  of 
the  2d  judicial  district  of  Maryland,  vice  Earle,  resign- 
ed, a  vacancy  is  made  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
— from  whicii  body  we  must  regret  the  departure  of  Mr. 
C.  and  so  will  many,  as  having  been  among  the  most  at- 
tentive and  industrious  of  its  members. 

A  public  dinner  was  recently  given  to  Mr.  Uroivn,  one 
of  the  senators  from  North  Carolina,  in  Craswell  county. 
Among  others,  the  following  toasts  were  drank: 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales:  He  never  slirinks  from 
responsibility,  when  duly  to  ins  country  calls  for  action. 

Tiie  United  States  bank:  A  violated  consiitulion  proclaims 
its  origin,  a  mercenary  press  and  influenced  senate  proclaim  its 
corruption,  an  indignant  community  decrees  its  downfall. 

Our  distinguished  guest,  the  lion.  E.  Brown,  a  democrat  of 
the  Jefferson  school:  an  honest  and  fearless  advocate  of  the 
rights  of  the  people:  North  Carolina  will  appreciate  his  worth, 
and  in  her  gratitude  reward  his  services. 

After  this  loast  was  drank,  Mr.  Brown  rose,  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  and  animated  address  to  the  company,  by  whom  it 
was  received  with  tlie  most  profound  and  respectful  attention. 
H(!  concluded  by  ofterlnjj  the  following  sentiment: 

'IMie  responsiliility  of  public  agents  to  their  constituents: 
The  vital  principle  of  republics;  the  surest  means  of  preserving 
our  free  iiu-tiiutioiis. 

The  lion.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  A  native  of  North  Carolina, 
Ihe  disciple  of  JefTerson,  a  consistent  democrat,  the  linn  of  the 
west:  When  he  raises  his  voice  in  the  senate,  the  canicular  of 
the  bank  fear  and  tremble;  he  is  emphatically  on  the  high  road 
U)  I'.onor  and  promotion. 

Niitlianiel  Macon:  The  best  living  model  of  republican  sim- 
plicity and  political  'consistency. 

A  great  "whig"  dinner  was  given  to  Messrs.  Silsbee 
and  I'Vebsier,  senators  from  Massachusetts,  at  Salem,  in 
that  state,  last  week — tlie  company  consisted  of  900  per- 
sons, and  several  other  invited  guests  were  present,  among 
them  gov.  Davis,  lieut.  gov.  Armstrong,  and  Messrs. 
Bates,  Choate,  Everett,  Lincoln  and  Reed,  members  of 
congress,  with  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine;  and  from  others  that 
had  been  invited  excuses  were  oflxired.  Several  long 
and  earnest  addresses  were  made — some  of  them  in  great 
power,  but  we  cannot  make  room  for  them  now.  Among 
other  proceedings — 

The  following  letter  from  ex  president  .^tZctms,  waa  read  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  artangtmenls: 
Leverett  Saltonstall,  esq.  Salem. 

q,uivcy,  'i9<A  July^  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  obliging  invitation  in  behalf  of  the 
whigs  of  Salem,  of  my  attendance  at  a  dinner  to  be  civen  to  the 
senators  of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States.  Cordially  approving  the  conduct  of  those  eminent  citi- 
zens, in  the  station  assigned  to  them  by  the  confidence  of  their 
constituents,  I  regret  that  my  engagements  will  deprive  me  of 
the  pleasure  of  joining  with  you  in  the  festivity  by  which  you 
[)r«)p()se  to  sisnalize  your  approbation  of  the  firmness  and  ability 
Willi  which  they  have  discharged  the  trust  committed  to  them. 
Of  the  iinportanee  of  the  services  rendered  by  them  to  our  com- 
mon country,  in  the  trying  emergencies  which  mark  Ihe  pre- 
setit  era  of  our  history,  I  entertain  the  liveliest  sense.  It  is  in 
the  senate  of  the  confederated  nation,  and  1  regret  to  be  obliged 
from  the  deepest  conviction  to  add,  in  t!ie  senate  alone,  that 
the  friends  ofnur  union,  and  ofits  free,  republican  institutions 
can  find  a  solid  foundalioii  for  the  cheering  hope  that  they  will 
lie  preserved  and  redeemed  from  the  imposture  of  pretended  re- 
form, from  the  frenzy  of  sensi^less  experiments,  and  from  the 
rapacity  of  executive  iisurpation. 

Under  this  impression,  [  tender  to  the  whig?  of  Salem,  with 
my  thanks  for  their  friendly  invitation,  the  following  sentiment: 

"The  constitutional  check  of  the  senate,  fearlessly  and  faith- 
fully applied  to  the  executive  simple  machine," 

And  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Quincv  Adams. 

Mr.  Chvrchhili,  of  Maine,  who  gave  the  only  vote  from 
tliat  state  to  general  Jackson  in  1828,  is  now  the  "anti- 
Jackson^'  candidate  for  congress  against  F.  O.  J.  SiDith 
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the  present  member. 
in  the  east,"  in  1828 


Mr.  C's  vote  was  called  "a  star  in 


We  did  intend,  as  stated  in  the  "N.  York  Mercantile 
Advertiser  and  Advocate,"  to  have  made  a  full  record  of 
all  the  votes  given  at  the  presidential  election  in  1832, 
and  expended  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  collection  and 
preparation  of  materials  for  it;  but  from  several  of  the 
states  the  returns  were  not  presented,  or  so  imperfectly 
that  we  could  not  use  them,  and  thus  the  project  was,  of 
necessity,  abandoned.  Such  tables  are  not  mere  matters 
of  political  curiosity — there  is  often  political  utility  in 
them,  and  hence  the  earnestness  with  which  we  have 
sought  the  facts  necessary  to  compile  them. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned,  that  a  grand 
project  is  entertained  oi  opening  a  stoop  or  steamboat  na- 
vigation from  the  Chesapeake  buy  to  the  lakes,  by  way  of 
the  Susquehannah  river,  kc.  A  late  number  of  the 
"Harrisburgh  Intelligencer"  has  a  long  account  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  had  in  relation  to  this  matter,  which  is 
spoken  of  as  an  iuiprovement  that  may  be  certainly  ef- 
fected, and  without  an  extraordinary  effort  or  extrava- 
gant use  of  means — and  if  effected,  what  mighty  results 
must  flow  from  it !  The  navigation  would  pass  through 
the  great  iron  and  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  near 
the  beds  of  gypsum,  and  the  deposites  of  salt,  in  New 
York,  Sec.  We  do  not  remember  the  distance  on  this 
proposed  line,  but  think  that  it  is  much  shorter  and  more 
direct  than  any  otlier,  between  the  great  waters  of  the 
north  and  west  and  those  of  the  soutl>.  Already,  in- 
deed, are  Huron  and  Michigan  brought  near  to  the  At- 
lantic, distance  being  measured  by  time — 'but  mightier 
things  are  yet  lo  be  done  than  any  that  are  now  accom- 
plished. The  march  of  science  and  of  power  has  only 
just  begun — 'but,  to  proceed  as  it  ought,  must  be  encou- 
raged; and,  with  the  passage  of  Mr.  C'/az/'sland  bill, only, 
incalculable  benefits  would  l)e  rendered  to  the  people  of 
all  the  states.  This  bill  will  pass — for,  while  its  pi-ovi- 
sions  would  do  much  in  the  way  of  improvement,  they 
must  effect  a  yet  more  important  service  in  consolidating, 
not  the  government,  but  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  make  every  man  feel  more  and  more  that  he  has  a 
country  and  a  home  worth  defending,  with  7ieighbors  and 
friends  in  every  part  of  this  widely  extended  republic— 
and  besides,  every  public  improvement  softens  down 
those  jealousies,  or  does  away,  more  or  less,  those  par- 
tial attachments  to  localities,  that  have  in  them  the  seeds 
of  controversies  that  may  prove  fatal  to  the  best  hopes  of 
the  world.  The  facilities  afforded  in  the  transportation 
of  persons  and  commodities,  vast  as  they  now  appear, 
are  mere  types  of  those  which  are  to  come,  for  the  pub- 
lic accommodation  and  profit.  It  is  less  than  20  years 
since  a  subscriber  to  the  Registkr  informed  us  that  it 
cost  him  twenty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  the  labor  of  a  man 
and  two  horses  nearly  two  days,  to  carry  it  to  the  mar- 
ket, to  pay  us  his  annual  subscription  of  only  five  dollars 
— but  the  state  of  things  is  very  different  with  tiiat  gen- 
tleman now;  and  so  it  is  with  relation  to  other  coarser 
commodities,  earths  or  minerals,  the  products  of  forests 
and  mines,  and  other  precious  deposites  of  nature  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  mankind.  Let  then  the  good  work  go 
on — and  the  people,  with  one  accord,  place  their  sove- 
reign veto  against  all  persons  who  attempt  to  forbid  the 
progress  of  internal  improvement. 

Dr.  William  Howard,  and  two  assistant  engineers, 
have  been  assigned  by  the  war  department  to  make  the 
examination  or  survey  of  the  proposed  work,  beginning 
at  Columbia,  we  believe,  as  tlie  Susquehannah,  from  its 
mouth  to  that  point,  has  been  already  surveyed.  A  slack 
Avater  navigation,  with  locks,  is  chiefly  contemplated. 
Some  short  canals,  however,  will  be  necessary,  to  over- 
come the  more  rapid  falls  of  the  river,  &c.  at  certain 
places.  Dr.  H.  had  arrived  at  Harrisburgh,  and  was 
taking  measures  to  commence  operations  immediately. 

A  steamboat  is  about  to  ply  between  Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Oswego,  New  York,  as  we  see  it  is 
stated  in  a  Pennsylvania  paper. 

Great  works  have  been  accomplished  in  Canada,  and 
others  are  about  to  be  commenced,  in  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     It  is  within  the 


range  of  possibilities  that  some  great  city,  to  be  located  on 
Lake  Superior,  may  be  visited  by  vessels  direct  from  Li- 
verpool— though  not  of  that  "peculiar  construction"  with 
which  Englishmen  expected  to  ascend  the  cataract  of 
JViagara,  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  wai-!  That  cata- 
ract, however,  is  no  longer  an  inipassahle  barrier  between 
the  upjjer  and  lower  lakes.  A  canal  has  been  made 
round  the  falls,  and  the  abcent  or  descent  between  Onta- 
rio and  Erie  is  easy. 

There  has  been  some  Avarm  editorial  work,  in  the  late 
hot  weather,  between  tlie  "New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce" and  the  "Meicantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate," 
and  the  facts  stated  seem  proper  for  record.  The 
"Jnurnal"'  ])nblished  a  libt  of  foreign  arrivals,  at  the  ])ort 
of  New  York,  shewing  that  they  amounted  to  1,122  in 
the  first  7  months  of  1833,  and  to  1,218  in  the  same  time 
of  1834,  and  also  tbat  1G8  "cargoes"  of  dry  goods  had 
been  received  in  tlie  first  period,  and  189  cargoes  in  the 
other,  saying,  however,  that  the  increased  cargoes  were 
made  up  of  a  less  amount  of  goods.  On  this,  the  "Ad- 
vertiser" is  furnished  with  a  list  of  ten  first  rate  ships, 
being  of  the  large  and  splendid  packets  that  ply  between 
New  York  and  Liverpool,  or  London  and  Havre,  making 
20 passages  to  Europe  atid  back,  fiom  the  8th  December, 
1833,  to- 26th  July,  1834,  giving  all  their  names,  with 
the  exact  amount  of  the  out  and  home  freights  car>  ied 
each  voyage.  The  aggregate  of  the  freights  is  equal  to 
88,076  dollars,  whereas  the  outlay  on  the  voyages,  such 
as  for  wages,  snbsistejice,  &c.  is  shewn  to  be  120,000  dol- 
lars, and  the  whole  run  of  the  vessels,  including  interest 
on  the  cost  of  them,  &c.  is  put  down  at  180,000,  in  the 
eight  months  stated — the  cost  of  the  i^hips  being  rated  at 
500,000  dollars;  and  it  is  bi-oadly  asserted  that  the  freights 
fell  short  of  the  actual  expenses  in  the  sum  of  $91,924. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  case  is  fully  and  fairly  made 
out;  but  the  transportation  of  passengers  forms  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  these  vessels — • 
anti  this  source  of  income  seems  on  the  increase,  now 
WORKING  BOTH  WATS.  As  for  example,  the  Indepen- 
dence, a  new  and  most  sjdendid  ship,  which  sailed  on 
the  8th  August  for  Liverpool,  had  only  £256  Ss.  3d. 
freigiit,  but  was  filled  with  steerage  passengers,  return- 
ing home,  to  the  utmost  limit  allowed  by  law,  and  other- 
wise would  have  had  at  least  tliree  hnnd)  ed,  for  so  many 
applied  for  berths  in  her. 

The  Advertiser  further  says — The  amount  of  duties  on 
the  cargo  of  the  packet  ship  John  Jay,  on  her  last  arrival, 
did  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars.  Some  of  her  for- 
mer cargoes  have  j)aid  $150,000  duty. 

These  return  cargoes  of  passengers  are  becoming  mere 
and  more  common;  but  the  bringing  of  them  ajipears  also 
on  the  increase — for,  in  the  first  7  months  of  the  present 
year,  there  arrived  34,625,  against  23,316,  same  time, 
last  year.  But  those  who  return,  being  generally  ol  the 
better  class  of  emigrants,  and  having  also  some  money, 
or  the  means  of  making  it,  are  such  as  we  are  most  anx- 
ious should  find  reasons  to  remain  witli  us. 


In  speaking  of  the  "right  of  instruction"  in  the  last 
Register,  we  asked— 

"Is  the  whole  policy  of  lliis  gnvernniPnt,  on  preat  national 
questions,  lo  be  changed  as  accidental  changes  take  place  in 
the  politics  of  members  of  the  state  letri>Iatiires?" 

This  query  was  put  with  particular  reference  to  the 
state  of  New  Jersey.  Since  then  we  have  picked  up  the 
following  statement  of  the  results  of  the  elections  in  1832 
and  1833.  The  first  shewed  the  strength  of  parties,  a 
strong  vote,  on  both  sides,  being  given  at  the  polls;  but 
the  second  shews  only  the  apalhy  or  self-confidence  of  one 
of  the  parties,  and  the  laudable  vigilance  of  the  other; 
for,  while  one  party  fell  short  more  than  6,000  votes,  the 
other  was  deficient  only  51,  And  had  the  party  which 
had  so  large  a  majority  in  1832  continued  its  vigilance, 
woidd  not  even  the  political  character  of  the  present 
house  of  representatives  have  been  changed?  If  6  are 
taken  from  one  side  and  added  to  the  other,  we  have  the 
number  12,  on  disputed  questions.*  This  shews,  and  to 
all  parties,  the  importance  of  attending  the  polls.  "Vi- 
gilance is  the  condition  on  which  liberty  is  gi'anted." 


*Many  of  the  most  important  questions  before   the   house 
were  decided  by  a  less  majority  than  12,  at  the  last  session. 
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FROM    THE  PRINCETON    WHIG. 

New  Jersev  election  returns  of  1832  and  1 1;33,  compared. 
1832.                                       1833. 

Nat.  rep.  Jackson.  Nat.  rep.  Jackson. 

Essex,                     3  622  2.088  2,506  3,162 

Middlesex,              1,811  1,706  1,385  1,5'^6 

Somerset,                1,195  1,232  890  1,H3 

Hunterdon,             1,823  2,276  1,230  2,207 

Monmouth,             2,239  2,208  1,343  2.162 

Burlington,             2,863  1.753  1,570  1,923 

Gloucester,             1,563  1,295  771  1,446 

Salem,                     1,147  929  941  1,052 

Cumberland,          1,171  1,079  569  966 


17,424  14,668  11,205  14,617 

[By  tlie  preceding  it  appears  lliat  the  representations 
of  six  counties  out  of  tiie  7ime,  were  "accitlentiiUy" 
changed — 'that  is,  by  the  lukewarmness  of  one  party  and 
the  continued  activity  of  the  other;  for  the  latter  parly 
shews  uo  gain  of  votes,  but  a  general  loss  of  51;  and  in 
no  one  of  the  six  cases  would  the  number  given  by  the 
instructing  party  in  1833  have  secured  the  success  of  its 
candidates  in  the  well  contested  year  1832. 

Mistakes  having  been  made  in  an  article  on  the  gold 
bills,  published  in  the  Reristeu  of  the  12lh  ult.  wliicli, 
however,  had  no  eftect  on  tiie  principle  of  tiie  matter  in- 
tended to  be  shewn — viz:  the  great  interest  of  the  pr/r^a/'f 
stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  .States  in  the  pre- 
servation of  a  "sound  currency,"  that  their  several 
amounts  of  stock  held,  and  profits  earned,  may  be  re- 
turned, or  paid,  in  such  currency — we  shall  present  llie 
facts  in  a  corrected  form. 

Credits  of  the  bank — 15/  of  June. 
Loans  and  debts  $52,201,912 

Due  from  state  banks  3,329,362 

Value  of  real  estate  3,000,000 


Specie 

Funds  in  Europe 


12,298,333 
1,500,000 


58,531,274 


13,798,333 


U abilities — 1*/  June. 
Circulation  16,612,527 

Public  deposites  2,731,988 

Private        do.  6,867,892 


72,329,607 


26,212,407 


To  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  46,117,200 

Of  which  the  United  States  owns  l-5th,  or    9,223,450 


And  the  private  stockholders  *$36,893,650 

$28,000,000  of  which  is  in  the  par  value  of  their  stock 
—the  rest  is  profits,  if  the  debts  due  are  paid  in  a  "sound 
currency."  It  is  probable  that  the  bank  has  also  some 
•'surplus  funds." 

Now,  as  the  ch.irter  of  the  bank  expires  in  March, 
J 836,  and  only  two  years  thereafter  are  allowed  for  it  to 
*'wind  up"  its  affairs,  what  class  of  persons  are  so  much 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  a  "sound  currency"  as 
the  private  stockijolders  of  the  bank,  and  why  should 
they  oppose  a  "travelling  on  gold" — 'as  the  "Globe" 
says  that  the  people  will  travel.' 

We  desire  it  to  be  recollected,  that,  in  times  long 
past,  vve  corabatted  on  the  side,  if  we  did  not  take  a  lead, 
of  those  who  desired  a  sound  and  equalized  currency — 
and  that,  years  ago,  we  proposed  a  refjrm  of  our  gold 
coinage  that  its  standard  might  more  nearly  correspond 
with  the  silver  coinage,  the  latter  being  the  measure  of 
value  in  the  United  States:  but  we  had  no  idea  either  of 
making  a  debased  or  depreciated  currency,  or  of  subserv- 
ing the  miserable  purposes  of  transient  political  parlies. 
Now,  however,  the  gold  bills,  though  not  opposed  as 
party  measures,  are  proclaimed  to  be  such,  and  the  new 
gold  coins,  (called  by  a  party  name,  to  act  on  ignorant 
persons),  are  considered  as  a  "stab  under  the  fifth  rib" 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  -while  it  is  supposed  by 
the  actors  in  this  case,  that  the  bank  must  and  shall  die  a 
natural  death,  speedily!    It  may  die,  as  supposed;  but 


*This  result  is  nearly  the  same  as  before,  though  brousht  out 
by  a  very  ditfwrent  process!  We  were  mietaken  in  the  arran<;("- 
mpnt  of  the  figures.  It  was  one  of  these  things  that  will  some- 
times happen  cue  knows  not  how. 


the  overwhelming  fact  remains — that,  if  so,  the  jtrivat* 
stockholders  of  this  bank  have  a  direct  interest  of  near 
37  millions  of  dollars  in  the  establislmient  of  a  sound 
currency,  that  its  capital,  and  profits  earned,  may  be  di- 
vided among  them.  The  inconsistency  of  these  men  is 
too  glaring  to  need  furllur  remark — but  inconsisteticy 
"is  the  oriler  of  the  day."  How  many  years  gold  coin- 
age  will  it  take  to  pay  the  thirty-eight  millions,  unless 
the  too  highly  apprec-iated  value  of  our  new  gold  coins, 
s'lall  cause  the  people  to  prefer  silver  coins,  and  bring 
about  the  import  of  gold  and  export  of  silver,  to  settle 
"balances  of  trade"  witii  particular  places? 

Specimens  of  the  new  coins  are  paraded  as  though 
there  was  a  divinity  in  them,  and  ep])etially  to  the  work- 
ing classes.  It  is  a  poor  allair.  How  long  will  these 
classes  be  able  to  keep  tlieni,  if  obtained!*  They  will 
not  purcliase  more  in  the  market  house  or  at  the  baker's 
or  grocer's — than  bills  of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  other  good  banks;  but  ratlier  pass  less  freely,  per- 
iiaps — for  it  is  said  that  they  are  already  counterfeited. 
But  at  any  rate,  except  as  ])Ockel  pieces  or  brag  money, 
what  willtiiey  do  towards  the  payment  of  wages  to  per- 
sons that  must  immediately  pari  with  them,  to  pass  into 
the  banks,  and  there  be  retained,  if  desired  by  the  banks, 
as  silver  coins  now  arei*  And  if  even  five  iiiiHions  of 
dollars  in  gold  were  coined  in  a  year,  they  would  not 
pay  the  Mages  earned  in  a  single  week  by  those  immedi- 
ately dependent  on  the  labor  of  their  hands  for  daily 
food,  shelter  and  clothing.  Besides  the  idea  of  changing 
the  currency,  '■'■before  the  October  elections,^''  for  political 
effect,  shews  a  si)irit  of  management  and  deception  that 
cannot  be  too  severely  reproved — it  refers  to  the  people 
as  though  they  were  senseless  blocks  and  stones.  And  is 
it  for  this  that  IJberty  has  been  deprived  of  her  cap  on 
our  coins,  and  the  precious  words  ''e  pbiribus  wmm," 
obliterated  from  them! 

One  other  remark.  It  appears  that  in  the  late  pros- 
perous and  l)usy  years  through  which  we  have  passed, 
from  20  to  25  millions  in  specie  was  all  that  could  be  well 
kept  in  the  United  States  as  the  basis  of  tlie  currency, 
while  the  bank  circulations  -were  equal  to  140  or  150 
millions!  Will  the  change  from  silver  to  gold  as  the 
basis,  increase  the  quantity  of  coin,  or  gold,  less  than 
silver,  be  a  matter  of  merchandise?  Certainly  not' — un- 
less the  gold  coins  are  debased;  and  so  kept  at  home, 
like  sour  four,  or  damaged  tobacco,  and  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. But  and  if  gold  shall  become  the  common  curren- 
cy (as  we  would  that  it  should  be  at  a  justly  settled  legal 
value)  in  the  common  transactions  between  man  and 
man,  say  not  exceeding  20  dollars — what  will  become  of 
the  hundreds  of  little  local  banks,  and  the  little  notes  is- 
sued by  them?  If  the  whole  affair  be  not  a  "humbug," 
persons  ^re glorying  in  a  stick  that  is  to  break  their  own 
heads;  for  all  these  money-shops  must  be  closed,  or,  at 
least,  lose  the  most  profitable  part  of  their  business.  We 
shall  not  regret  either  result.  But  this  is  the  laughable 
part  of  the  matter — many  that  are  the  loudest  in  praise 
of  a  gold  currency  are  the  most  zealous  of  all  persons  to 
establish  new  banks,  or  manufactories  of  paper  money— 
and  so  there  is  a  hurrah  on  both  sides,  one  hurrah  for 
gold,  and,  by  the  same  breath,  another  hurrah  for  rags! 
But  some  "understand"  the  whole  matter,  and  so  will 
every  body  else — after  the  election. 

P.  S.  "7'o  this  complexion  ive  miist  come  at  last!'''* 
The  local  banks,  to  maintain  their  own  circulation  of 
what  the  affiliated  presses  call  "rag-raop.ey,"  ffov  Hhe 
time  being),  will  combine  for  the  preservation  of  their 
profits — the  great  balance -ivheel,  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  being  among  the  things  that  were;  and  the  golden 
humbug  then  appear  in  conspiracies  against  the  private 
rights  of  individuals,  by  pa|)er-money-shops  scattered 
all  over  the  country,  unless  the  depreciated  value  of  the 
eagle,  and  its  pleiUi fulness  in  consequence,  shall  make 
the  banks  glad  to  part  with  a  coin  tliat  they  are  compelltd 
to  receive.  This  may  or  may  not  hap])en;  but  \\\^  prin- 
ciple of  the  proceedings  of  the  banks  of  Augusta,  in  Geo. 
will  be  generally  followed,  perhaps,  especially  in  those 
states  where  banks  are  most  numerous,  or  from  which 
the  current  of  trade  renders  specie  a  matter  oi  merchan- 
dise, only,  as  it  is  in  Mexico  and  other  places  producing 
the  precious  metals;  and  we  shall  have  little  "monsters" 
in  abundance,  to  vex  the  people  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
stance; for  there  is  no  limit  to  the  power  assumed  by  the 
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combined  banks  of  Augusta.  The  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  it  is  true,  has  assumed  a  sovereign  right,  and 
power,  ill  himself,  to  reguhUe  the  currency — but  surely 
it  does  not  belong  to  private  corporations  to  enter  into 
conspiracies  to  do  it,  and  force  a  paper  circulation  in 
the  manner  stated  below.  No  one  will  be  fool  enough  to 
send  sj)ecie   to  t'^e  noi'th,  when  he  can   save  the  cost  and 


risk  of  transportation  in  l!>e  purchase  of  bills;  but  to  say    city  was  generally  good 


The  deaths  at  Cincinnati,  throughout  the  year,  aver- 
age about  20  i)er  week — but  in  ihe  cholera  year  of  183.3, 
liiere  were  360  deaths  in  July — in  the  same  month,  this 
}eai-,  300;  but  no  epidemic  disease  is  thought  to  prevail 
in  that  city. 

A  few  cases  have  appeared  at  Pittshvrgh — but  no  con- 
siderable degree  of  alarm  existed,  and  the  lieallh  of  the 


that  he  shall  not  send  it,  if  he  pleases,  must  not  be  al- 
lowed. If  tliere  is  a  right  in  local  banks  to  piescribe  the 
terms,  or  establisli  a  money-tariffs  that  sliall  be  observed, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  being  •'out-lawed" — it 
may  as  well  [)roceed  to  fifty  per  cent,  as  have  a  limit  at 
a  half  per  cent.  But  we  cannot  extend  our  remarks  at 
present.  We  wish  to  see  the  resolutions  in  exlenso, 
which  have  not  yet  reached  us. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot.  R,eso!iitions5  of  the  foliowins;  tenor 
have  been  adopted  by  the  jieiieral  committee  of  the  bniiks  of 
Auiiiista,  Ga.  .That  the  account  of  any  pi^rson  or  firm,  (h^ahn:; 
in  exchan]|»e,  wlio  shall  draw  specie  froni  any  one  of  the  hanU;? 
of  the  ciiy,  when  he  can  procure  funds  on  the  nortli,  or  on 
Charleston  at  one  half  per  cent,  or  Savannah  at  one  fourth  per 
cent,  shall  be  stopped  at  all  the  city  banks;  when  thus  stopped, 
notice  of  the  fact  is  to  be  aiven  to  all  the  banks  of  the  state;  and  if, 
after  such  notice,  either  of  said  banks  slvill  afford  facilities  to 
such  person  or  firm  for  tnakini;  specie  calls  upon  either  of  the 
banks  of  Aua;usta,  the  latter  will  from  that  time  require  specie 
settlements  from  the  banks  affordiuf^  sucli  facilitie?.  Three 
houses  have  been  already  outlawed,  in  pursuance  of  these  re- 
solutions, by  the  Augusta  banks. 

The  "Globe"  says— 

"On  application  to  the  treasury  department,  we  have  obtained 
the  followinji: 

Specie  imported  into  and  exported  from  the  United  States,  from 

the  1st  December,  1833,  to  August  12,  1834. 

From  returns  received  to  1834. 

Imported.  Exported. 

June    9,  $8,64-2.339  25  $-397,331  8.5 

June  30,  2,165,700  97  275.'2]9 

July    26,  1,051,802  82  182,010 

Aug.  12,  793,848  78  96,255 


Imported, 
Exported, 


12,653,691  82 
950,815  85 


^950.815  85 


Imported  excess,   $11,702,875  97, 

This  is  exclusive  of  what  is  imported  or  brouuht  in  by  pas 
sengers,  &c.  not  entered  on  the  manifests  of  vessels,  and  by 
land  from  Mexico  and  Canada.  These  are  supposed  to  exceed 
two  millions  of  dollars." 

If  this  excess  of  importation  is  regarded  as  evidence 
of  national  prosperity,  b.ow  is  it  tliat  th«  national  industry 
stands  even  3'et  pai^alyzed,  atid  that  onr  cities  are  filled 
•with  persons  seeking  employment,  that  they  may  get 
bread  ? 

It  only  shews  that  the  merchants  preferred  specie  to 
other  merchandise — tliat  being  in  the  greatest  demand, 
else  they  would  not  have  lost  their  freiglds  on  other  com- 
modities. 


We  regret  to  notice  new  appearances  of  the  cholera  at 
several  places,  in  the  United  States,  but  in  no  one,  we 
believe,  has  it  yet  assumed  the  character  of  an  epidemic. 
The  cases  are  solitary,  and  a  lai-ge  majority  of  those  at- 
tacked, are  cured,  if  attended  to  in  time. 

The  awful  season  of  long-continued  heat  that  we  have 
had,  by  which  almost  every  man  feels  himself  more  or 
less  prostrated,  with  the  abundance  of  certain  ri])e  and 
unripe  vegetables  which  are  consumed  in  great  quanti- 
ties, will  account  for  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  the 
old  fashioned  cholera  morbus,  which,  by  some  unknown 
processes,  may  assume  the  appearance  of  that  disease 
which  is  commonly  known  as  tlie  "Asiatic  cholera." 

The  JVev)  York  board  of  health  has  made  two  or  three 
reports,  acknowledging  a  few  fatal  cases  in  that  city — bnt 
denying  the  existence  of  any  prevailing  epidemic.  On 
the  I2th — 12  new  cases  and  4  deaths  were  reported  by 
the  physicians  for  the  preceding  24  hours.  The  resident 
physician  has  published  some  apparently  excellent  and 
brief  hints  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  the  disease. 

Sundry  cases  have  happened  at  JUbany;  and  several 
at  Ponghkeepsie.  A  letter  from  the  latter  dated  last 
Monday  states,  that  2.5  cases  and  1.5  deaths  had  taken 
place  since  Friday.  Poughkeepsie  is  a  very  beautiful 
village,  happily  located,  and  generally  blessed  with  ex- 
traordinary healthiness. 


Deaths  by  cholera  occur  in  many  parts  of  the  west,  but 
we  do  not  see  it  mentioned  as  extensively  prevailing  any 
where,  at  ))resent. 

At  .Montreal  the  deaths  by  cholera  were  on  the  6th  35, 
on  the  7th  40 — greatest  number  in  one  day  49;  and  at 
Quebec  from  20  to  30  a  day — on  one  day  57!  Large 
nunibers  of  persons,  chiefly  newly  arrived  emigrants,  die 
on  board  of  the  ascending  steand)o«ts.  Ten  or  twelve 
oilier  places  in  Canada  are  named  as  presenting  cases  of 
cholera.  At  Montreal  410  deaths  occurred  froiii  the  12lh 
to  the  21st  ult.  This  is  a  very  large  number  for  that 
city,  except  oii  account  of  the  emigrants. 

Though  some  of  the  most  i)rudtnt  and  highly  respect- 
able persons  have  died  of  cholera  this  season,  and  espe- 
cially at  Montreal,  a  very  large  majority  of  the  cases 
have  happened  in  emigrants,  or  other  persons  careless  of 
health,  or  badly  provided  for,  and  closely  stowed  toge- 
ther in  filthy  and  contracted  ))laces.  In  some  of  these 
the  wonder  is  how  people  live  at  all  in  such  weather  as 
we  have  had  for  several  weeks  past.  The  heat  is  gene- 
ral— and  at  Quebec  as  severe  as  elsewhere. 

A  New  York  paper  of  the  7lh  inst.  speaking  of  the  In- 
diana 5  per  cent,  loan  says — 

This  loan  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  propo- 
sals were  received  at  the  Merclmnts'  bank  in  this  city  yester- 
day, was  taken  by  M'^ssrs.  Prime,  W.nrd  Si  King  at  one  hnn- 
dred  and  one  dollars  5  lOOths,  for  each  hundred  dollars— jjrrji- 
cipal  and  interest  payable  in  New  Yoik.  'J'lie  next  highest  offer 
was  a  premium  of  seventy- six  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars. 
We  tniderstand  that  the  stock  is  redeemable  in  SO  years. 

This  loan  woiild  have  brouglit  a  piemium  of  more 
than  twelve  per  cent,  a  year  ago,  and  the  stock  will  com- 
mand as  large  a  one  a  year  hence — on  a  restoration  of 
peace  to  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  cotmtry.  Iiuliana 
will  be  among  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  of  the 
states — but,  like  all  the  new  ones,  wants  much  capital  for 
new  enterprizes. 

Of  the  salt  manufacture  in  Massachusetts,  the  Barii' 
stable  Joiirnal  says — 

At  no  period  since  the  commencement  of  the  salt  manufac- 
ture in  this  comity  was  that  interest  more  depressed  than  at  the 
present  time.  Salt  works  are  unsaleable  at  any  price  much 
above  the  inconsiderable  value  of  Ihe  materials  of  which  they 
are  composed,  for  other  purposes.  Salt  is  very  low.  Sales  have 
been  made  at  31  and  32  cents  per  bushel,  and  there  is  little  pros- 
pect for  an  improvement  at  present. 

The  same  manufacture  in  the  west,  though  not  near  so 
profitable  as  it  was,  still  afibrds,  we  believe,  a  "living 
business"  to  those  engaged  in  it,  and  especially  such  as 
have  adopted  improved  processes  for  making  it.  The 
product  of  the  springs  in  N.  York  are  in  aliout  their  usual 
demand.  These  springs  are  a  "monopoly"  of  the  state, 
and  afford  a  considerable  revenue. 

The  general  price  of  salt  is  considerably  affected  by 
the  reduced  cost  of  freights.  Large  quantities  are  now 
brought  into  the  U.  States  in  lien  of  ballast — for  if,  the 
adranced  price  will  even  pay  for  the  labor  of  loading  and 
unloading  the  salt,  something  is  saved.  Our  vessels,  to 
or  from  England,  including  the  packet-ships,  seem  glad 
to  get  almost  any  thing  by  way  of  freight,  and  at  almost 
any  price. 


We  have  a  good  many  returns  of  the  late  elections  in 
Kentucky  for  members  of  the  legislature,  exce])t  in  the 
5lh  congressional  district,  made  vacant  by  the  decision 
of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  case  of  jVIessrs. 
Letcher  and  JMoore. 

So  far  as  heard  from,  and  enough  seems  to  have  been 
heard  to  settle  the  ])olitical  character  of  the  next  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  it  will  be  composed  of  an  overwhelming 
anti-.lackson  majority,  elected  also  by  gi-eat1y  increasecl 
majorities  of  votes.  The  "Observer  and  Rejiorter,"  in 
the  flush  of  victory  says — "that  Jacksonism  is  extinguish- 
ed in  Kentucky — scarce  a  solitary  vestige  is  now  left  of 
that  once  powerful  and  d«solatinj  sc«urg€."     Bnt  this  is, 
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perhaps,  saying  too  much.     We   shall  have  the  particu- 
lars tor  our  next  paper. 

Tiie  contest  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore  was 
one  of  the  most  earnest  that  ever  hapjjened,  and  the  poll 
a  very  great  one.  Much  is  said  about  certain  efforts  used, 
and  the  show  oF  gold  coins  made,  but  we  do  not  enter 
into  details  of  such  things.  The  result,  however,  was, 
that  Mr.  Letcher  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  258  votes, 
and,  if  there  be  not  a  repetition  of  the  theretofore  unpre- 
cedented act  of  baseness,  in  witkholiUng  the  returns,  will 
take  his  seat  in  December  next.  But  we  cannot  sui)pose 
that  an  affair  of  this  kind  will  bear  a  repetition!  The 
history  of  the  former  election,  in  the  proceedings,  mo- 
lives  and  results  that  have  happened,  is  without  its  paral- 
lel. 

There  are  also  partial  returns  from  Indiana,  of  the 
election  of  governor  and  members  of  the  legislature — 
those  of  congress  do  not  take  place  imtil  next  year. 

The  following  are  all  the  returns  that  we  have  seen — 
for  governor: 

Nohle  (anti  Jackson),    Reed  (Jackson). 
Madison  county,      1,021  689 

Wayne        do.  2,295  578 

Vevay  township,         414  119 

Edinburg  do.  84  12 

Columbus  do.  463  431 

4,207  1,829 

We  have  no  means  of  judging  how  far  the  present 
large  majority  for  Mr.  Noble  is  decisive  of  tlie  resulit 

Australia  is  furnishing  England  with  large  supplies  of 
wool,  and  the  capacity  to  increase  the  quantity  seems 
without  limit,  from  the  abundance  of  wild  land  naturally 
fitted  for  the  support  of  sheep.     See  page  423. 

The  great  woollen  factory  at  Salmon  Falls,  N.  H.  was 
entirely  consumed  by  fire  on  the  7th  inst.  Whether  it  ori- 
ginated in  the  picker,  or  from  spontaneous  combustion 
of  oiled  wool,  is  not  known — but  so  rapid  was  its  pro- 
gress, after  its  first  discovery  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  that  the 
stair-way  was  insufficient  to  vent  the  affrighted  working 
people,  and  two  girls  were  burnt  to  death,  another  killed 
by  a  fall,  and  several  much  injured  by  jumping  from  the 
fourth  story!  Others  hung  to  the  window  sills  out-side 
of  the  building,  until  relieved  by  ladders!  It  must  have 
been  an  awful  scene,  indeed.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
180,000  dollars,  a  part  of  which  is  insured.  The  finish- 
ed goods  and  materials  were  chiefly  saved. 

This  establishment  cost  300,000  dollars,  and  was  one 
of. the  very  largest  and  best  managed  in  the  United  States. 
It  had  sixty  broadcloth  looms,  and  manufactured  about 
300  yards  of  cloth  per  day;  giving  employment  to  about 
£00  persons,  and  support  to  500  inhabitants. 

Promptitude  is  the  life  of  business,  being  also  the  pa- 
rent of  confidence — and  we  see  that  the  Pittsburgh  JVa- 
vigation  and  Fire  Lisurance  compa?i.y  are  earning  "gol- 
den opinions"  in  ready  and  cheetful  payments  of  losses 
sustained  by  them.  Instances  are  mentioned  which  shew 
that  this  estalilishment  is  in  the  hands  of  practical  busi- 
ness men. 

A  report  was  promulgated  a  few  days  ago  at  Boston, 
that  a  young  lady,  who  had  joined  a  convent  of  Ursuline 
nuns  at  Cliarlestown,  and  taken  the  veil — having  repent- 
ed, had  fled  from  the  convent;  but  being  traced,  was  in- 
veigled back  again,  and  had  disappeared. 

Such  a  report  was  not  credible — for  every  body  knows 
that  force  would  not  be  permitted  on  such  an  occasion; 
and  common  sense  teaches  us  (to  say  notiiing  of  the  un- 
righlfulucss  of  the  proceedings  intimated),  ihat  no  reli- 
gious sect  or  body  would  dark^  policy  out  of  the  ques-  j 
tion,  attempt  things  of  this  sort  amongst  us— -for  if  the  ' 
law  failed  to  give  redress,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  body  of  a  person  so  missing  might  be  sought  for 
even  under  the  foundation  walls  of  her  supposed   prison! 

But  there  seems  not  to  have  been  a  shadow  of  truth 
in  the  story,  except  that  a  nun  left  the  establishment  in  a 
state  of  mental  alienation,  and  remained  absent  some 
days — that  she  freely  returned,  in  company  of  her  brother 
and  of  the  bishop,  and  was  left  free  to  leave  the  convent 
whe  n  she  chose.    But  still  th«  report  was  believed,  and 


before  12  o'clock  in  the  night  of  the  lllh  inst.  a  mob  as- 
sembled and  attacked  (he  convent  with  stones,  &c.  and 
finally,  gathering  strength  and  bohhiess,  they  set  fire  to 
the  liuilding,  which  was  wrapped  in  flames,  when  the 
account  came  away.  The  fate  of  the  inmates  is  not  stat- 
ed. 

The  following  letter  from  the  bisho])  to  the  father  of 
the  young  lady,  who  resides  in  New  York,  will  explain 
this  matter — and  the  New  York  American  says,  with  au- 
thority, that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  report  that  her 
friends  in  Boston  could  not  find  her. 

Boston,  July  31,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  Your  son,  Tlintnaa,  will  have  undouldeclly  already 
inlbritied  you  of  the  dehiliialijd  stale  of  mind  in  which  your 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  has  been  since  la?l  SundHy,  and  the  tem- 
porary derangement  which  ensued,  occ.i.-ioiied,  as  the  |)hyfi- 
claii  reports,  by  a  violent  fit  of  hy.slerics.  While  this  lasted 
she  lelt  the  convent  in  her  dress  ot  a  reliuious,  and  went  to  a 
neighbor's  house,  from  which  she  was  conveyed,  by  said  neigh- 
bor, to  tiie  house  of  one  of  the  parents  of  tin;  children  whom 
she  had  formerly  iiisiructed  in  the  convent,  where  she  remain- 
ed until  y(mr  son  and  myself  went  thither  and  brought  her  back 
to  the  convent  on  Tuesday  evening.  I  need  not  describe  to 
you  the  uneasiness  of  mind  and  dreadful  anxiety  under  which 
we  labored  whilst  she  continued  absent  from  the  convent. 
This  you  can  more  easily  conceive  than  1  can  express.  But, 
thank  God!  she  appears  now  quite  composed,  and  in  a  short 
time  will  be  quite  well  again.  I  saw  her  yesterday  after  the 
physician  had  left  her,  and  found  her  again  rational,  and  consi- 
derably better  in  health.  She  appears  quite  anuized  at  the  step 
she  had  taken,  and  does  not  know  how  to  account  for  it.  I 
trust  that  in  a  faw  days  more  she  will  be  herself  again,  and  per- 
fectly recovered.     I  remain,  with  respect,  yourob't  serv't. 

B.  Fenwick,  bp.  sgn. 

The  bishop  was  naturally  alive  to  the  odium  that  would 
flow  from  a  supposition  that  the  nun  had  been  secreted, 
and  hence  his  anxiety  on  the  subject.  We  liave  often 
heard  Dr.  Fentdck  spoken  of  most  worthily — and  that 
he  would  mis-state  the  facts,  is  an  idea  that  cannot  be  en- 
tertained. We  are  mortified  and  disgusted  at  the  recur- 
rence of  such  outrages,  but,  surely,  did  not  ex])ect  any 
thing  of  the  kind  lo  happen  at  Cliarlestown.  It  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  such  proceedings,  but  it  would  seem  that  due 
pains  were  not  taken  to  arrest  the  progress  of  popular 
feeling,  wliich,  indeed,  might  have  been  unknown,  or  its 
force  unappreciated,  by  those  most  interested  in  its  ef- 
fects. 

P.  S.  After  this  paper  was  "made  up"  for  the  press, 
we  received  further  accounts  of  the  abominable  outrage 
above  mentioned.  We  can  only  say,  tliat  the  convent 
and  school-rooms,  a  large  and  beautiful  building,  was 
consumed,  including  the  most  of  its  furniture,  with  its 
out-buildings  and  the  bishop's  cottage — but  the  persons 
of  the  inmates  were  not  injured;  yet  the  tomb,  at  the 
foot  of  the  garden,  was  violated  !  The  local  police  seems 
to  have  been  stupified  by  the  fury  of  the  mob,  and  offered 
no  eftectual  resistance.  It  is  said,  however,  that  one  or 
two  muskets  were  discharged  from  the  convent,  or  one  of 
the  adjacent  buildings:  but  the  affair  has  caused  a  great 
excitement,  and  sober  truth  is  not  yet  fully  stated.  An 
in»mense  meeting  of  the  people  of  Boston,  however,  v.';;8 
held  at  Faneuil  Hall,  (on  the  invitation  of  the  mayor),  nt 
which  a  most  respectable  comnaittee  was  appointed,  (7/. 
O.  Otis,  as  its  chairman),  to  assist  in  bringing  the  often f'- 
ers  to  justice,  and  expressing,  in  the  severest  terms,  the 
public  indignation  at  the  outrage  committed.  The  whole 
proceeding  is,  on  every  account,  most  decidedly  con- 
demned, and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  loss  of  property 
will  be  fully  indemnified  by  the  always  liberal  citizens 
of  Boston. 


There  was  also  a  great  mob  and  riot  in  the  lower  psrt 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday  last.  For 
some  cause  not  stated,  a  large  party  of  young  men  met, 
and  attacked  a  place  where  the  amusement  of  what  is 
called  the  "flying  horses"  was  kept,  and  frequented 
chiefly  by  blacks.  These  defem'ed  themselves,  and  a 
bloody  battle  ensued.  The  mayor  and  his  police  main- 
tained themselves  manfully,  and,  assisted  by  many  spe- 
cial constables,  restored  the  public  peace;  but  the  build- 
ings were  demolished  and  much  damage  otherwise  done 
— several  hundred  persons  being  engaged  in  the  affray. 
Many  prisoners  were  taken  and  committed.  A  large 
number  of  the  police  were  wounded.  It  was  a  yevj 
I  fierce  and  wicked  afiair. 
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la  the  Jast  Registeii,  page  404,  under  tlie  head  of 
"Political  History,"  we  inserted  letters  IVom  Messrs, 
Marrison  Gray  OUs  and  John  Lowell,  having  a  relation 
to  certain  reniaiks  made  hy  Mr.  Pierce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  the  house  of  lepresentatives  of  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  Putter  was  referred  to,  by  Mr.  Pierce,  as  tlie  au- 
thority of  the  latter  for  the  assertions  made  by  him,  as  to 
the  designs  of  the  Hartford  convention — rejected  in  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Lowell;  and,  in  consequence,  Mr.  Potter 
appears  in  the  "Riiode  Island  Republican,"  and,  addres- 
ing  the  editor,  says— 

1  liave  seen  a  Jetler  in  the  Herald  of  the  Times,  from  Mr. 
Lowell  of  Boston,  denying  his  having  l)ad  any  conversaiioii 
with  me  respecting  die  Hartford  convention.  I  liiink  it  due  to 
him  as  weh  as  to  myself  to  say  that  I  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  Ihm  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  nor  ever  told  any 
other  person  that  I  had — that  I  never  saw  him  to  my  knowledge, 
and  have  never  had  any  correspondence  with  him.  In  conse- 
<juenee  of  my  political  opponents  in  this  state  charging  me  with 
J}eing  in  favor  of  that  coaventioii  hy  way  |of  reproacli,  I  have 
stated  to  several  citizens  of  the  state  a  part  of  a  conversation 
that  1  had  with  col.  Pickering,  when  he  first  received  informa- 
tion from  Massachusetts,  (which,  if  I  recollect  well,  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lowell),  that  they  had 
appointed  delegates  to  that  convention,  and  he  said  he  hoped 
Rhode  Island  would  do  the  same.  I  told  him  I  hoped  they 
would  have  more  prudence  than  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
it;  that  although  I  had  been  opposed  to  the  administration  and 
many  of  its  leading  measures,  yet  I  was  unwilling  to  do  any 
thing  to  encourage  Great  Britain  to  continue  the  war  or  to  exact 
iiarder  terms  in  a  negotiation  for  peace  than  she  otherwise 
would,  and  was  not  willing  to  do  any  thing  that  might  tend  to 
injure  the  country  merely  for  the  purpose  of  prostrating  the  ad- 
ministration. 

In  consequence  of  this  conversation  and  the  very  great  desire 
\  had  that  Rhode  Island  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
conventioji,  I  wrote  several  letters  to  my  personal  and  political 
friends  at  home,  and  among  others  to  the  hon.  James  Rhodes, 
then,  I  believe,  in  the  senate,  and  as  I  had  no  copies  of  them  I 
applied  to  him  a  few  years  ago  to  ascertain  whether  he  had 
prese'ved  any  of  them,  and  I  have  now  in  my  possession 
the  original  of  the  letter,  (certified  by  him),  from  which,  as  it  is 
2ong,  I  will  make  the  following  extracts — 

[Here  Mr.  Potter  introduces  certain  extracts  from  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  dated  October  23,  1814,  shewing 
Jm  wish  that  Riiode  Island  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  convention — 'but, as  this  has  no  concern  with  the 
matter  before  us,  the  extract  is  omitted.  Mr.  P.  then 
proceeds,  and  says — ] 

I  atn  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  publish  any  thing  respecting  this  bu- 
siness. When  I  first  obtained  this  letter  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  publication  but  although  1  had  the  evidence  in  my  posses- 
sion of  my  having  been  opposed  to  the  convention,  yet  upon  re- 
flection I  concluded  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  subject 
rest,  and  that  I  had  rather  suffer  under  the  odium  of  reproach, 
,^if  indeed  it  is  any  reproach),  of  having  been  in  favor  of  it, 
.^'haii  to  say  or  write  any  thuig  that  should  injure  the  feelings 
of  any  one.  From  my  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  members 
of  that  convention  I  should  suppose  them  incapable  of  doing 
.any  tiling  to  injure  their  country;  yet  however  pure  their  mo- 
tives, it  had  the  same  influence  with  the  enemy  as  if  it  had 
been  composed  of  a  very  different  kind  of  men  actuated  by 
bad  motives,  and  meeting  for  tlie  basent  purposes. 

ELISHA  R.  POTTER. 

Kingston^  August  3d,  1834. 

Part3  of  Ireland  are  said  to  he  in  a  state  of  famine — 
and  yet  the  crops  have  been  generally  good.  The  fa- 
mine, we  suppose,  more  belongs  to  the  want  of  money  to 
purchase  food,  than  to  a  deficiency  of  food.  When,  a  few 

{ears  ago,  such  large  sums  were  raised  in  England  to  re- 
ieve  the  famishing  people  of  Ireland,  a  large  part  of  the 
money  was  laid  out  at  Liverpool,  in  the  purchase  ot  Irish 
bread-stuffs  and  meats,  just  received  to  satisfy  "balances 
of  trade;"  and  these  were  sent  back,  as  being  cheaper 
than  England,  herself,  could  supply.  It  is  in  the  nature 
of  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  abundance  of  scientific  power  in  the  former  and  want 
of  it  in  the  latter,  together  with  the  means  thought  ne- 
cessary to  keep  Ireland  in  subjection,  that  causes  a  steady 
current  of  the  earnings,  or  profits,  of  the  labor  of  tl>e 
Irish  people  into  the  possession  of  their  more  fortunate 
neighbors.  There  are  vast  accumidations  of  profits  made 
every  year  in  Great  Britain,  but,  comparatively  sjieak- 
ing,  very  few  in  Ireland,  and  hence  the  lack  of  capital  in 
the  one,  which  per[)etual!y  adds  to  the  power  of  the  other, 
making  new  profits.  There  is  also  a  redundancy  of  po- 
pulation in  Ireland,  which  is  the  more  severely  felt  for 
the  reasons  just  stated.  Some  relief  is  afforded  by  emi- 
gratioi.  to  America,  Australia,  &e.  but  this  does  not,  hy  I 


any  means,  equal  the  natural  increase,  and  things  get 
worse  and  worse  every  year;  and  it  is  also  rendered 
more  and  more  difficult  to  obtain  means  sufficient  for  the 
[juiposes  of  emigration. 

It  may  be  well  to  say  one  word  about  the  accumula- 
tions alluded  to.  If  a  person,  by  labor,  makes  a  profit  of 
500  dollars  a  year,  beyond  the  cost  of  his  subsistence, 
accommodation,  &c.  so  much  is  added  to  the  capital  of 
the  country;  and,  whether  such  profits  be  prudently  vest- 
ed in  improved  lands,  new  fences,  or  any  thing  else,  he 
has  ,S0  dollars,  as  the  fair  interest  on  the  profits,  to  add  to 
his  capital  the  succeeding  year,  and  so  on  at  a  compouiid 
ratio,  wiial  may  be  called  interest  is  perpetually  passing 
into  what  is  principal;  and  there  is  also  an  old  saying  of 
much  force  that  "money  begets  money,"  and  so  it  is  ac- 
cumidated.  Now,  perhaps,  there  are  no  aggregates  of 
surplus  profits  added  to  the  average  capital  of  Ireland  by 
the  labor  of  her  people — and  hence  her  misery  increases 
as  population  advances,  and  makes  new  wants. 

THE  DEPOSITE  BANK  AT  PORTSMODTH,  N.  H. 

Totally  disregarding  those  decrees  which  the  preceding  and 
present  "officials"  of  "the  government,"  ordained  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the  satellite  and  ^^reformed''  presses  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  "rewarded"  editors — we  act  upon  onr  own 
sense  of  justice,  and  give  the  following  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  bank  alluded  to  in  extenso,  except  a  small  part  which 
has  no  direct  bearing  on  the  matters  stated,  and  contains  one  or 
two  words  that  could  not  be  permitted  to  pass  without  certain 
comments  that  we  have  no  desire  to  make  while  the  "dog-star 
rages" — wishing  much  to  "keep  cool:"  but  why  the  letter  i» 
addressed  to  us,  we  cannot  tell.  It  is  true,  that,  on  a  great  oc- 
casion in  the  senate,  Mr.  fFeis^er  selected  Mr.  Hayne  for  sup- 
porting, instead  of  Mr.  Benton  for  advancing,  certain  doctrines 
in  that  body,  preferring  the  "endorser" — but  that  was  a  ques- 
tion about  opinions,  this  relates  to  matters  of  fact,  and  differs 
also  in  other  material  respects;  and  we  think  that  Mr.  Waldron 
should  have  first  addressed  his  near  neighbor  on  the  subject,  for 
several  reasons — and  especially,  because  the  authority,  or  re- 
sponsibility of  the  facts  rests  with  him,  and  not  upon  us.  But 
all  these  considerations  are  waived,  and  we  grant  to  the  bank 
the  benefit  sought  in  the  publication  of  the  letter  of  its  pre- 
sident— only  wishing  that  he  may  mete  to  others  the  measure 
that  has  been  meted  to  him,  on  this  occasion — however  repug- 
nant it  may  be  to  the  goveryiing  power  in  New  Hampshire,  as 
to  doing  unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us. 

Portsmouth,  Jlug.  4,  1834. 
Hezekiah  NrLES,  esq. 

Sir:  In  your  Register  of  the  19th  ult.  I  observe  the  following: 
"We  Bee  it  mentioned  in  the  Providence  Journal  that  the  crew 
of  a  public  vessel  of  war  were  lately  paid  off  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
in  hills  of  banks  in  the  extreme  parts  of  New  York  and  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  which  they  were  compelled  to  make  sale  of 
at  2  or  3  per  cent,  discount  before  they  could  even  buy  a  glass 
of  grog;"  and  again,  in  your  paper  of  the  26th  ult.  you  allude  to 
the  same  subject;  as  the  statement  has  no  foundation  in  fact,  I 
must  ask  you  to  correct  it  in  your  next  paper.  The  ship  Lex- 
ington having  been  the  only  public  ship  whose  crew  have  been 
paid  off'  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  since  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  it  must,  I  presume,  be  in  allusion  to  the  payment  of 
the  crew  of  that  ship  that  the  above  false  and  scandalous  report 
was  fabricated.  The  crew  of  the  Lexington  were  paid  off  here 
in  May  last  by  the  purser,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Watson,  who  gave  his 
check  to  each  one  of  the  crew  for  the  amount  due,  on  the  Com- 
mercial bank  in  this  town — these  checks  were  presented  at  the 
bank  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  made  payable,  and 
they  received  in  payment  the  bills  of  the  Commercial  bank,  or 
specie,  as  best  suited  the  convenience  or  wishes  of  the  persons 
presenting  them,  and  no  payment  to  the  amount  of  a  dollar  was 
made,  or  offered  to  be  made,  in  any  bills  not  equal  to  specie,  or 
payable  at  a  greater  distance  than  Boston,  and  then  only  at  the 
request  of  the  receiver.  And  as  to  Detroit  or  Michigan  bills,  or 
the  bills  of  any  extreme  part  of  New  York,  no  such  bills  were 
ever  offered  to  the  crew  of  a  public  ship  at  Portsmouth,  or  to 
any  other  person  for  them,  nor  did  the  Commercial  bank  own 
or  have  in  possession  any  such  bills  at  the  time  the  crew  of  the 
Lexington  were  paid  off,  or  at  any  other  time,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  there  ever  could  have  been  collected  in  Portsmouth,  atany 
time,  twenty  dollars  of  such  bills. 

[Here  a  part  of  the  president's  letter  is  omitted,  being  a  mer« 
repetition  of  what  is  stated  before,  and  for  the  reason  stated 
above.     Mr.  Waldron  then  adds:] 

All  the  banks  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  six  in  number,  some  of 
whith  have  been  in  operation  from  30  to  40  years,  deal  in  no 
other  bills  than  those  which  are  equal  to  specie,  and  have  ne- 
Vf-r  suspended  specie  payments  a  single  moment,  during  the 
whole  term  of  their  existence,  and  I  trust  they  never  will.  I 
am,  sir,  with  re.-^pect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  WALDRON,  president 
of  the  Commercial  hank. 


*Mr.  W.  should  not  think  it  very  strange  that  we  supposed 
such  operations  were  possible,  from  many  things  that  have  hap- 
iPened. 
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p.  S.  As  I  consider  the  Commercial  bank,  bein<;  the  depo- 
site  bank,  to  have  been  much  injured  by  tlie  publications  in 
your  Register  ol'  the  19th  and  2Gtli  ult.  I  can  but  hope  you  will 
be  willinjj  to  give  the  above  letter  an  insertion  in  your  next  Re- 
gister, i-  W. 

FOREIGN  ]VI]WS. 
From  French  papers  to  tlie  2d  July  and  London  to  the  4th. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

The  bill  for  the  amendment  of  llie  poor  laws  passed  the 
house  of  lords  on  the  1st  July. 

Earl  Grey  introduced  ihe  Irish  coercion  bill,  amended  so  as 
to  deprive  it  of  the  military  court  martial,  into  the  house  of 
lords  on  the  1st  July,  on  which  occasion  he  made  a  long  and 
eloquent  speech  in  support  of  the  bill. 

The  imprisonment  for  debt  bill  had  been  read  a  second  time. 

The  cholera  was  in  Dublin  and  Kingston,  Ireland. 

The  queen  of  England  is  about  to  visit  Germany,  her  native 
country. 

FRANCE. 

A  sister  of  the  queen  of  Spain  and  the  duchess  of  Berri,  a 
Neapolitan  princess,  was  in  Paris,  and  on  the  pretext  of  attend- 
ing tiie  exhibition  of  liie  products  of  French  industry,  which 
liad  already  closed.  Her  arrival  had  given  rise  to  various 
speculations,  one  of  which  was  that  she  was  destined  to  marry 
the  prince  royal,  the  duke  of  Orleans. 

The  new  chambers  were  to  meet  on  the  31st  July.  A  large 
fleet  was  at  Toulon  awaiting  orders. 

SPAIN. 

General  Rodil  was  to  march  with  40,000  men  against  the  pro- 
vinces of  Navarre  and  Biscay,  and  thus  finish  ilie  spirit  of  re- 
bellion at  a  blow.  The  queen  reviewed  the  troops  on  tht;  21st 
June,  after  which  she  distributed  crosses  and  made  some  |)ro- 
motions.  The  queen  had  made  86  peers,  many  of  whom  are 
liberfilists,  Don  Jose  de  Imaz,  minister  of  finance  had  resign- 
ed, and  his  place  filled  by  count  Toreno,  whose  appointment 
had  given  g(;ueral  satisfaction.  The  queen  had  nominated  the 
dignities  of  the  church  and  others  who  are  to  sit  in  the  upper 
branch  of  the  cortes. 

HOLLAND    AND   BELGIUM. 

The  crops  were  abundant.  King  Leopold  had  granted  a  pre- 
mium of  35,000  francs  to  a  merchant  who  had  sent  the  first  ves- 
sel of  the  size  of  250  tons,  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  loaded  with 
articles  the  production  of  national  industry,  and  another  pre- 
mium or3,000  francs  to  a  merchant  who  had  sent  a  vessel  simi- 
laily  laden  to  Algiers.  1,200  men  of  the  army  were  suffering 
dreadfully  with  the  opthalmia,  and  4,800  more  had  taken  the 
seeds  of  the  disease.  The  government  had  sent  to  various 
parts  of  Europe  for  medical  assistance.  The  Dutch  army  was 
concentraiiiig  on  the  borders  of  Belgium;  said  to  be  for  exer- 
cise. 

PORTDGAL. 

A  legate  of  the  pope  had  arrived  at  Lisbon,  empowered  to 
yield  all  the  concessions  to  Don  Pedro,  fearful  that  he  might 
otherwise  throw  off  all  allegiance.  The  decree  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  convents  and  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  monks 
was  being  carried  into  effect. 

ANSWER   OF  MR.  POfNDEXTER 
To  an  invitation  to  a  public  dinner  at  Loui^^ville,  Kentucky. 

lVashing.ton  Hall,  (^Louisville),  July  28,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  cominunication  of  this  date,  inviting  me,  in  behalf  of  a 
**number  of  the  citizens  of  Louisville,  to  partake  with  them  of 
a  public  dinner,"  at  such  time  as  may  suit  my  convenience. 
The  very  great  anxiety  which  I  feel  to  reach  home,  and  mingle 
with  my  constituents,  at  this  interesting  and  important  crisis  in 
public  affairs,  induced  me  for  a  moment  to  hesitate,  before  I 
concluded  to  accept  yonr  polite  invitation;  but  the  delay  of  one 
day  in  the  departure  of  the  steamboat,  which  is  to  convey  me 
to  Natchez,  allows  me  an  opportunity,  which  I  embrace  with 
pleasure,  to  name  to-morrow  as  the  day  on  which  I  shall  be 
happy  to  meet  my  friends  and  fellow  citizens  of  Louisville,  and 
partake  of  the  hospitality  which  they  have  so  kindly  tendered. 
You  have  been  pleased,  in  terms  highly  flattering  to  my  feel- 
ing:?, to  ascribe  to  me  a  "noble  scorn  of  corruption,  and  a  fear- 
less, un-^hrinking  devotion  to  constitutional  liberty."  How  far 
my  public  conduct  merits  ihis  distinguished  notice,  is  a  matter 
concerning  which  candid  men  of  all  parlies  must  decide,  on  an 
imp  irtial  review  of  the  evidence  before  them;  but,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say,  which  I  do  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I 
aspire  to  no  fame  more  pure  and  exalted  than  that  which  is 
comprehended  in  the  "scorn  of  corruption,"  and  a  patriotic  de- 
votion to  "constitutional  liberty."  In  the  great  struggle  which 
arose  during  the  late  session  of  congress,  and  which  yet  re- 
mains undecided,  between  "civil  liberty  as  secured  by  positive 
law  and  the  capricious  will  of  a  tyrant,"  I  am  but  too  sensible 
that  your  partiality  has  led  you  to  place  an  estimate  on  my  ser- 
vices, beyond  their  intrinsic  value.  "To  the  master  spirits" — 
the  eminent  patriots  and  statesmen  of  the  body,  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  with  whom  I  was  an  humble  actor,  the  country 
is  most  "indebted  for  whatever  of  freedom  she  still  enjoys;" 
but,  among  them,  I  have  no  other  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  my 
countrymen  than  that  which  is  founded  in  honesty  of  purpose, 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  arrest  the  arm  of  usurpation  and  despot- 
ism, and  restore  the  constitution  and  laws  to  their  original  pu- 
rity and  vigor.    The  foul  personal  calumnies,  to  which  I  have 


been  subjected,  and  to  which  you  allude,  through  the  organized^ 
pensioned  presses  of  the  corrupt  and  vicious  administration) 
whose  misrule  I  had  contributed  lodtiiectand  expose,  have  not 
fallen  on  me  alone,  and  are  regarded  with  the  moht  perfect  con- 
tempt and  indiff(!rence.  The  cause  of  truth  and  honor  requires 
no  such  pois(m<;d  weapons;  they  are  taken  up  only  to  defend 
the  retreats  of  guilt  and  perfidy.  I  concur  with  you,  in  consi- 
dering it  "a  part  of  the  established  system  by  which  lawless 
pow(  r  is  vainly  seeking  to  prostrate  every  individual  who  bold- 
ly withstands  its  all  grasping  usurpations."  The  frowns  of  a 
virtuous  and  enlightened  people,  can  alone  correct  an  evil  which 
operates  in  derogation  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  a  free 
press,  when  conducted  for  the  attainment  and  diffusion  of  in- 
formation connected  with  the  public  good.  I  pray  you,  gentle- 
men, to  accept  for  yourselves,  and  those  you  represent,  the  as- 
surances of  my  best  wishes  and  friendly  salutations. 

GEO.  POINDEXTER. 
To  Messrs.  W.  W,  JVorsley,  George  W.  Chambers,  Benjamin 
Cauthon,  George  Keats,  Joseph  S.  Benham,  E.  T.  Bainhridge, 
Samuel  Bell,  A.  S.  Thruston,A.  Miller,  jr.  M.  R.  Wig^inton. 

A  large  party  assembled  on  the  occasion — about  1.50  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Louisville,  aird  the  toasts  and  other 
proceedings  were  of  an  uncommonly  arderrt  character:  but  we 
shall  insert  an  account  only  of  a  sufficiency  of  them  to  shew  the 
temper  that  prevailed. 

TOASTS. 

Public  liberty,  violently  assawlted  by  an  executive  cabal. 
People  of  the  United  States:  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  your  pre- 
sident— Tiberius  had  his  Sejanus,  Jackson  has  his  Van  Buren. 

The  coHstitution  of  the  United  States.  The  wounds  inflicted 
upon  it  can  only  be  cured  by  the  people  at  the  polls. 

Our  guest,  the  hon.  George  Poindexter,  In  him  we  recognise 
one  of  the  noblest  of  that  Spartan  band  who  have  saved  their 
country.  He  might  have  been  the  most  cherished  idol  of  the 
president,  but  he  has  vvorr  for  himself  a  far  higher  and  more 
glorious  distinction — the  friend  and  favorite  of  the  people. 

After  the  annunciation  of  the  fourth  toast,  (says  the  Louis- 
ville paper),  which  was  received  with  roars  of  acclamation,  Mr. 
Poindexter  rose  and  made  an  address  of  an  hour  and  a  half  to 
the  audience.  It  was  every  way  worthy  of  that  "noblest  title 
of  man,"  an  American  senator.  The  speaker's  theme  was 
the  recent  usurpations  of  the  executive  department  of  the  gene 
ral  government. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  speech,  for  we 
hope  to  be  able,  ere  long,  to  to  lay  it  entire  before  the  public. 
At  the  close  of  it  Mr.  P.  offered  the  following  sentiment: 

The  approaching  elections — In  a  contest  between  absolut* 
power  in  one  man  and  a  government  of  departments,  each  li- 
mited within  its  own  orbit,  can  a  free  people  hesitate  which  to 
choose.''  No;  they  will  rise  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and 
rescue  their  liberties  from  the  crasp  of  the  usurper. 

Henry  Clay.  "The  light  shineth  in  darkness,  but  the  dark- 
ness compreiierrdeth  it  not." 

Martin  Van  Buren.  The  true  author  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — like  the  veiled  prophet  of  Khorassin,  he  will  find 
that  his  silver  veil  is  too  flimsy  to  conceal  his  impostures. 

Amos  Kendall — 

"Oh,  for  a  tongue  to  curse  the  slave. 
Whose  treason  like  a  deadly  blight, 
Comes  o'er  the  councils  of  the  brave. 
And  blasts  them  in  the  hour  of  night." 

Mr.  Webster,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  were  also  re- 
membered in  the  volunteer  toasts.  Enough,  however,  has  been 
inserted  to  shew  the  character  of  the  party,  and  the  temper  of 
its  proceedings,  as  proposed  above. 

— •••*»6  ®  8""" 
REPLY  OF  MR.  SPEAKER  BELL 

To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  at  Nashville. 

Nashville,  July  30th,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Your  note  of  the  28th  instant,  inviting  me  to 
partake  of  a  public  dinner,  at  such  early  time  as  may  be  conve- 
nient to  me,  was  received  on  that  day,  but  my  private  engage- 
ments prevented  an  immediate  reply,  and  I  must  beg  pardon 
for  the  omission. 

I  receive  with  due  sensibility  this  mark  of  regard  from  the 
citizens  of  Nashville,  and  the  expression  of  respect  and  confi- 
dence, contained  in  your  note,  affords  me  a  high  and  unaffect- 
ed gratification.  To  accept  this  civility,  however,  would  pro- 
bably, at  this  time,  cause  some  inconvenience  to  those  who 
have  BO  kindly  proffered  it,  inasmuch  as  an  entertainment  is  in 
contemplation  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  whose 
arrival  is  daily  expected.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  respectfully 
to  decline  this  invitation;  but,  as  I  am  not,  I  presume  mistaken 
in  supposing,  that,  besides  the  compliment  of  a  dinner,  your 
intention  is,  al^o,  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  refuting  (he 
misrepresentations,  in  regard  to  my  course  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  which  found  their  way  to  the  public  ear  so 
soon  as  the  result  of  the  election  for  speaker  to  the  housie  of 
representatives  was  declared,  I  will  remark  that  such  an  op- 
portunity would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  at  a  later  period  of 
the  vacation. 

I  regard  many  of  the  misrepresentiations  alluded  to,  as  the 
natural  and  but  too  common  resort  of  unsuccessful  opposition. 
Feeling  the  fullest  assurance  that,  with  but  few  exceptionn,  I 
had  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, there  was  no  necessity  that  I  should  notice  statements 
derogatory  to  the  honor  and  character  of  their  presiding  officer, 
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wliicli  were  not  credite.tl  by  them.  Among  my  fellow-citizens 
of  tlie  country  giMierallyj  I  lii^ve  not  found  any  sucli  degree  of 
credence  siven  to  tliet-e  statenienls  as  called  for  a  public  and 
purticular  notice  from  n»e.  My  indisposition  to  a()pear  before 
the  pHblie,  except  in  the  discharjie  of  my  duties  a^  a  represen- 
lativti  in  coniiress,  until  a  sufficient  time  had  elap^ed  for  the 
return  of  reason  and  nioderaiion  amonij  those  who  were  dis 
posed  to  find  fault  with  me,  caused  me  to  decliue  aitendiii!; 
several  public  dinners  to  which  I  had  been  politely  invit(>d  be- 
fore I  left  VVashiii;^ion.  It  would  be  extremely  unpleasant  to 
me  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  replying  to  some  of  the  mis- 
representations, which  have  been  made  of  my  recent  course  in 
congress,  in  tlse  same  spirit  in  which  they  have  been  propaga- 
ted in  some  of  the  neighboring  districts  of  this  state  and  in  this 
town. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  will  continue  to  act  on  the  de- 
fensive, and  a  contest  may  be  provoked,  which  may  turn  out 
alike  unprofuably  and  disagreeably  to  all  concerned.  Al- 
though, tlier(;fore,l  am  aware,  that,  when  men  are  actuated  by 
the  passion;^  which  excite  those  who  have  assailed  me,  in  this 
instance,  their  rage  is  >:enerally  increased,  and  their  ertbrls  re- 
doubled in  jiropoition  to  the  injustice  of  their  proceediuiis,  and 
the  obstinacy  of  the  people  in  resisiiiiij:  the  impression,  they  de- 
sire to  make,  yet  I  prefer  a  postponement  of  any  more  I'orinal 
and  particular  attention  to  this  subject,  on  my  part,  and  hope 
for  a  returning  sense  of  justice  and  propriety  on  the  part  of 
others. 

As  no  occasion,  Iiowever,  so  fit  and  proper,  may,  at  any 
time,  present  itself,  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
declare,  in  general  terms,  that  all  the  stal^'ments,  whether  cir- 
culated through  public  or  private  chaniiels,  prejudicial  to  my 
honor,  or  imputing  to  ine  any  impropriety  of  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  speaker,  so  far  as  they  have  readied  my 
ears,  are  destitute  of  the  sliiihtest  foundation  in  truth,  and  are 
the  slieer  invention  of  embittered  personal  or  political  hostility, 
or  the  misconceptions  of  those  who  have  not  done  me  the  jus 
lice  to  make  the  proper  inquiry  into  my  conduct.  This  insinu- 
ation, that  I  descended  to  electioneer  and  uive  pledges  to  either 
party  in  the  house;  or,  that  any  terms  whatever  were  made  be- 
tween myself  and  those  who  supported  me  for  the  chair;  or, 
that  I  wavered  in  my  support  of  the  administration,  is,  I  affirm, 
wholly  untrue,  and  there  is  not  a  man  of  truth  and  honor  in  ex- 
istence who  will  state  the  contrary.  The  journals  of  the  house 
of  representatives  will  show  my  support  of  the  administration 
upon  every  question  that  was  acted  upon  during  the  session. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that,  of  all  the  members  of  the  op- 
position, who  may  have  preferred  me  to  any  other  gentleman 
of  my  own  party,  who  was  run  for  the  chair,  I  do  not  believe 
one  can  he  found  who  expected  me  to  change  or  modify  my 
support  of  general  Jackson,  or  his  administration,  much  less  to 
join  the  opposition.  There  were  but  few  members  of  the 
house  with  whom  I  had  any  intercourse  upon  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  speaker,  and  I  am  bound  to  say,  that,  to  what- 
ever party  they  belonged,  they  treated  me  with  delicacy,  liber- 
ality, and  propriety.  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  sincere  regard, 
3'our  friend  and  fellow-citizen,  JOHN  BELL. 

To  Messrs.  Ho^?,  Shelby,  Crockett,  Douglass,  Foster,  Nichol, 
Vaulx,  Hill  and  Barrow. 

ANSWER  OF  COL.  JOHNSON 
To  an  invitation  to  attend  a  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July  at 
Philadelphia. 

Great  Crossing,  Kentucky,  23fi  July,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  Since  my  return  liome  after  the  4th,  I  received 
your  invitation  to  participate  with  my  democratic  friends  in  the 
<",elebration  of  the  day  of  Independence,  at  the  house  of  George 
Clopp,  Islington  hotel,  in  the  Unincorporated  township,  Phila- 
delphia county.  Pa.  for  which  you  will,  even  at  this  late  period, 
receive  my  sincere  thanks  and  grateful  acknowledgments.  The 
happiness  and  the  liberty  which  we  enjoy  under  our  simple 
form  of  governmeRl,  have  attracted  the  wonder  of  surrounding 
nations,  and  the  friends  and  enemies  of  freedom  are  equally 
anxious  for  the  issue  of  our  so  far  successful  experiment.  One 
.fixes  his  hopes  upon  the  belief  that  man  is  capable  of  self  go- 
vernment— that  the  world  was  not  made  for  Ciiisar,  but  for  the 
iinillions — for  the  people,  that  the  only  legitimate  t)bject  of  go- 
vernment's the  happiness  of  the  whole  people,  and  the  otily 
legitimate  ritle  to  efTeet  it  is  the  principle  of  submitting  to  the 
will  of  the  majority,  fairly  and  constitutionally  expressed — the 
■other  fixes  his  hopes  upon  the  incapacity  of  the  people  for  self 
government,  upon  the  divine  right  of  kings,  or  the  rule  of  the 
few  over  the  many.  This  is  a  time  to  revive  a  recollection  of 
the  effectsof  these  two  antagonist  principles  in  other  countries. 

Our  strength,  our  resources,  our  happiness  and  our  freedom, 
imay  well  remind  us  of  the  gohh:-!!  era  of  Greece,  of  Rome,  and 
^f  Carthage,  when  tliey  were  great,  and  powerful,  and  happy — 
tut  let  ua  not  forget  those  dissentions,  that  discord  and  commo- 
tion which  contributed,  in  part  at  least,  to  their  present  condi- 
tion. I  have  nevar  permitted  myself  to  doubt  the  success  oi 
our  experiment. 

Although  the  proper  occasion  has  passed,  yet  I  could  not  let 
go  the  opportunity  of  giving  you  proof,  that  I  was  not  unmind- 
tful  of  the  honor  conferred,  and  to  express  my  sincere  friendship 
•for  each  of  you,  and  my  gratitude  to  all  associated  with  you. 
With  sentiments  of  the  kindest  regard,  I  am  most  lespectfiilly, 
5rours,  &c.  R.  M.  JOHNSON. 

Mhssks.  J.  It. /fojJ&ins,  Joseph  Moore,  Anifiony  FetCorif  Mf- 
ahaol  Fja-j^y  XVilliam  Rhcmer^  V,  J.  Bryant. 


ANSWER  OF  MR.  BIBB,  OF  THE  U.  STATES  SENATE. 
To  atiendj  on  a  public  occasion,  a  meeting  at  ElUton,  Ky. 

IVashinuton,  June  18,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  Your  very  kind  invitation"  was  received,  and  it 
would  have  met  my  hearty  concurnine-  to  have  mingled  with 
my  old  Iriends  and  ctmstilncnls  at  Elktori.  But  you  see  by  the 
papers  ilial  the  congress  will  not  adjourn  in  time  to  allow  me 
llie  promised  [)leasure. 

I  do  earnestly  desire  to  see  my  fellow  citizens  and  constitu- 
ents, and  converse  with  them  face  to  face.  I  believe  that  by  so 
doing  I  could  give  a  more  impressive  statement  of  public  af- 
fairs than  1  could  do  by  writing. 

Our  liberties  are  endangered.  It  is  time  for  every  friend  of 
constitutional  liberty,  and  a  government  of  laws,  to  awake  and 
be  vigilant.  The  liberties  of  a  nation  are  held  at  the  price  of 
eternal  watchfulness.  The  constitution  is  but  on  paper — men 
must  give  it  niution,  life  and  activity.  If  the  people  are  supine, 
those  in  power  will  mould  the  government  to  their  wishes. 
The  question  will  soon  be  with  rulers  not  what  the  constitution 
is,  what  the  good  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  requires,  but 
how  far  the  people  will  bear.  Every  government  in  its  pro- 
gress had,  and  ever  will  have,  a  tendency  to  create  an  interest 
separate  and  distinct  between  llie  government  as  one  party,  and 
the  people  as  the  other  party;  between  office  holders  and  pri- 
vate citizens,  between  the  tax  ()ayers  and  tax  receivers.  The 
great  body  who  pay  taxes,  must  watch  and  keep  the  few,  who 
receive  the  taxes  from  the  treasury,  in  salaries,  jobs  and  con- 
tracts from  extravagance,  waste  and  pillage.  Frequent  recur- 
rence to  fundamental  principles  is  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  liberty.  This  maxim  is  enurafted  into  our  bill  of  rights,  and 
is  to  be  found  also  in  most  of  the  American  constitutions.  It  is  a 
solemn  truth  impressed  by  history  and  experience. 

A  government  may  be  a  republic  in  form,  but  a  despotism  in 
fact.  Auiiustus  Caesar  did  not  change  the  forms  of  the  Ro- 
man republic,  but  exercised  a  most  despotic  power  over  the 
laws,  the  liberty  and  the  prosperity  of  citizens.  The  senate  met 
as  usual,  all  the  officers  were  elected  as  formerly,  and  apparent- 
ly performed  their  Tespective  functions.  But  the  emperor  in 
fact  pointed  out  every  person  to  be  returned  by  the  pretended 
election,  he  made  the  senate  dependent  on  him,  and  every  of- 
ficer moved  and  acted  by  his  will  and  dictation.  It  was  in 
practice  the  government  of  the  will  of  one  man,  and  he  and 
liis  successors  exercised  the  most  unlimited  and  arbitrary  tyran- 
ny. The  whole  body  of  the  people  were  at  first  oppressed,  and 
afterwards  corrupted  and  brought  to  the  most  abject  slavery. 

When  we  look  at  the  manifesto  of  the  president  read  to  his 
cabinet,  the  dismissal  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  re- 
fusing to  obey  the  mandate  of  the  president,  the  appointment 
of  a  successor  to  obey  that  will,  the  consequent  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  and  the  law;  the  doctrines  of  il-.e  president's  pro 
test,  and  the  principles  avowed  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  many  evasions  of  the  constitutional  checks  of 
the  senate  \ipon  executive  appointments,  by  appointment  of 
pursons,  rejected  by  the  senate,  to  other  responsible  offices,  and 
even  to  the  same  office,  and  by  withholding  the  nominations  of 
the  high  and  important  officers  of  departments,  notwithstanding 
the  senate  have  been  in  •'♦■ssion  more  than  six  months,  we  have 
20od  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  constitutional  government 
adopted  by  the  states,  and  the  laws  made  by  the  congress  as  a 
rule  of  conduct  to  the  officers  created  by  them,  are  not  duly  re- 
spected. The  doctrines  of  the  protest  make  the  'whole  official 
corps  the  efl[ective  administration  of  the  government  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  president,  not  the  laws,  and  subject  to  his 
dictation.  Even  the  custody  of  the  public  meney  if  claimed, 
and  in  fact  and  in  practice  enforced  by  the  president,  as  a  part 
of  his  constitutional  function.  The  power  of  the  executive  is 
to  engulph  every  power  of  the  government. 

I  declare  in  sincerity,  that  if  the  doctrines  of  the  protest,  and 
the  acts  of  the  chief  executive  magistrate  intended  to  be  justifi- 
ed by  the  protest,  be  submitted  to  and  acquiesced  in,  we  have 
not  a  government  of  laws,  but  a  despotic  monarchy,  the  govern- 
ment of  one  man,  cloaked  under  the  powers  of  a  common- 
wealth. Need  1  remind  you  of  the  many  instances  in  which 
candidates  for  the  house  of  representatives  have  been  proclaini- 
ed  and  supported  by  all  the  power  and  influence  of  the  presi- 
denl'.-i  name,  and  the  patronage  of  the  administration.'  Have 
we  not  seen  the  same  power  and  influence  brought  to  bear  in 
state  elections,  for  the  purpose  of  so  forming  the  slate  legisla- 
tures as  to  support  the  chief  magistrate,  and  elect  senators 
of  the  United  States  to  sustain  his  measures?  Do  we  not  see 
the  office  holders  moving  in  phalanx.'  Do  we  not  see  conven- 
tions held  by  self  created  representatives,  and  committees  or- 
ganized under  the  control  of  office  holders,  to  manage  a  na- 
tional convention.' 

Fellow  citizens,  arise  in  the  majesty  of  your  power;  be  watch- 
ful; your  liberties  are  insidiously  assailed.  The  government 
established  by  our  ancestors  is  about  to  be  converted  into  an 
odious  tyranny.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  government 
is  about  to  he  made  greater  than  the  rights  and  influence  of  the 
people.  The  passport  to  office  is  the  indiscriminate  support 
of  every  act  of  the  f)resident:  brawling  partisans  are  rewarded 
fiom  the  public  treasury;  freedom  of  opinion  is  threatened  with 
dismissal  from  office;  and  office  holders,  senators  and  represen- 
tatives, are  tau'jht  to  expect  i)romntion,  according  to  their  zea- 
lous support  of  the  most  questionable  or  the  more  odious  acta 
of  the  administration.  The  executive  influence  is  hioiiiilit  into 
contest  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  with  the  freedom  of 
inquiry  in  the  halls  of  congress.    The  expenditures  of  the  go- 
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veriiiiient  are  incrt-iisiiig  to  eiilarm;  the  palronajit!  of  the  go- 
veiiimeiit;  and  the  pauniiauf  ol  ihe  <;()v»!iiiiin'iit  ;<()  increased  as 
lo  be  exerted  to  sustain  llie  president  and  tlie  receivers  of  sa- 
laries, joUs  ami  conlraets.  'j'he  people  are  to  he  governed  by 
Iheir  own  servants  and  money,  by  Iraud  nn«l  deceit.  I  see  no 
remedy  but  by  the  peo|)le  in  their  [)nn(ary  assernldies  and  at  the 
polls.  'I'liey  must  cause  tlieir  interests  and  their  sentiments  to 
be  respected;  they  must  make  known  that  the  people  are  lo  be 
represented;  that  representatives  are  the  trustees  and  agents  o( 
Ihe  people,  and  not  the  servants  o)  the  presnlent. 

I  supported  general  Jackson's  election  from  the  earliest  can- 
vass until  iiis  first  actual  tileeiion.  I  supported  hitn,  supposing 
arrd  believing  him  to  be  the  representative  of  certain  great  prin- 
ciples, which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  civil  liberty.  I  have  been 
deceived.  I  stand  upon  my  principles.  AlasI  men  have  chang- 
ed, but  principles  do  not. 

Helieve  me,  that,  had  it  been  practicable,  consistently  with 
my  public  duties  here,  I  should  have  availed  myself  of  Ihe  in- 
vitation so  kindly  and  so  feelingly  addressed  to  me.  Accept  my 
thanks;  and  be  assured  that  my  heart  will  be  with  you  on  the 
ureal  day  appointed  for  your  deliberations. 
*'  GEORGE  M.  BIBB. 

To  the  commiUee  of  invitation  to  the  meeting  at  Elkton,  ^c. 

MR.  CLAY'S  ANSWER 
To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  at  Lexinatoii. 

Ashland,  31st  July,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  received  with  lively  sensibility  your 
note  of  the  30th  inst.  tendering  the  welcome  of  a  number  of  my 
lellow-cilizeris  of  Lexington,  on  the  occasion  of  my  returning 
among  them,  and  inviting  me  to  a  public  dinner  at  Messrs. 
Brcnnan  &  rostlethwaii's  hotel,  on  Saturday  next.  I  request 
the  acceptance  by  yourselves  and  my  fellow-citizens  of  Lex- 
ington, of  my  profound  acknowledgments'  for  these  manifesta- 
tions of  esteem  and  confidence.  Associated  as  Lexington  is 
with  the  most  pleasing  and  grateful  recollections  in  my  mind, 
its  continued  kindness  and  attachment,  so  often  and  so  long 
displayed,  afFoid  nie  inexpressible  satisfaction.  Under  other 
circumstances  it  would  be  extremely  gratifying  to  me  lo  accept 
the  compliment  so  (»bligingly  proposed  of  a  public  dinner;  but  I 
hope  the  ill  health  of  a  member  of  my  family,  the  extraordinary 
heat  of  the  season,  and  the  want  of  repose,  which  1  feel  to  be 
jio  necessary,  will  be  deemed  by  you  lo  furnish  a  sufficient 
iipology  for  declining  it. 

I  am  very  happy,  gentlemen,  to  learn  from  you  that  the 
course  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  at  its  recent  arduous 
session,  commands  your  approbation.  Nothing  but  an  impera- 
tive sense  of  public  duty  could  have  induced  the  senate  to  as- 
sume an  atiitude  of  opposition  lo  the  executive,  and  of  difference 
of  opinion  with  the  house  of  representatives,  on  leading  public 
measures.  The  people  are  yet  the  common  umpire  in  cases  of 
<]isaureement  between  their  functionaries;  and  the  senate 
awaits  their  decision  with  undoubiing  confidence.  For  my- 
self, believing  ihal  the  measuies  adopted,  and  the  principles 
avowed  by  the  executive,  involved  the  safety  and  existence  of 
free  government,  I  should  have  regarded  myself  faithless  to  the 
people,  and  false  to  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life,  if  I  had  not 
cheerfully  and  heartily  concurred  with  the  majority  of  the  se- 
nate. I  am  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and 
neighbor,  H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  B.  JV.  Dudley,  Robert  Frazer,  W.  W.  Whitney, 
Jacob  Jlshton,  M.  C.  Johnson.  Jl.  K.  Woolley,  Leslie  Combs, 
B.   Gratz  and  James  E.  Davis,  &c.  &c. 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  TROUP. 

Macon,  July  29th,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Accept  my  acknowledgments  for  your  recol- 
lections of  any  services  I  may  have  formerly  rendered — they 
are  not  without  recompense  when  my  fellow  citizens  of  Macon 
so  afTectioiiati'ly  extend  to  me  the  hand  of  friendship:  it  is  all  I 
<;outd  ask  and  alt  I  will  receive.  It  may  be  my  happiness  to 
niiimie  with  them  again;  whether  I  door  not  the  state  rights 
party  of  Georiiia  have  my  best  wishes  for  their  success — engaged 
on  the  side  of  liberty  against  a  vicious  and  corrupt  government, 
they  must  evidently  triumph.  The  enlightened  young  men  of 
the  country,  whatever  may  become  of  the  old  and  imbecile 
will  live  to  achieve  and  enjoy  it. 

With  great  consideration  and  regard  gentlemen,  your  fellow 
citizen,  G.  M.  TROUP. 

Thomas  R.  Lamar,  Tverson  H.  Jones,  Charles    Collins  Lemuel 

Newcomb,  Levi  Ecklcy,  committee. 
— •"►>■©  ©  o«ui-  ■ 

A;\iSWER  OF   MR.   RIVES 

To  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dallas,  communicating  certain  proceed- 
ings had  at  Philadelphia— just  now,  for  the  first  time,  published. 
Castle  Hill,  Va.  March  20,  18.34. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  lOlh  Marcli,  communicating  a  resolution  which  was  adopt- 
ed (among  others  expressive  of  their  sentiments  and  opinions), 
by  my  democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  their  late  imposing  meeting  of  llie  4ih  March, 
and  by  which  they  are  pleased  to  express,  in  the  most  fiatier- 
ing  and  emphatic  manner,  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  in 
the  recent  resignation  of  my  stai  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States. 

So  signal  a  compliment,  emanating  from  so  respected  a 
s  t^urcc,  and  enhanced  b^  tho  eloqueat  and  flattering  terms  in 


which  your  kindness  and  partiality  have  seen  fit  to  communi- 
cate it,  has  pcuetraled  me  with  senliments  vvhicli  I  find  myself 
utterly  at  a  losd  to  convey  by  any  adequate  expression  ol  Ihem. 
'I'he  deiiKtcracy  of  Peiinsylvania,  of  which  the  city  and  coufity 
of  Philadelphia  form  so  pr.iminenl  a  pail,  has  ever  been  the 
failhlul  iiilcriireler  iind  vigilant  guardian  of  tlie  true  doctrinei-  of 
republicanism.  In  every  period  of  our  political  trials,  the  re- 
publican cause  has  found  in  thai  democracy  a  gencious,  disin- 
leiested  and  slri'iiuous  sujiporl.  It  hai-  been  Hie  pride  of  Vir- 
ginia lo  have  acted  with  >our  true  hearted  and  iioble-ininded 
commonwealth  in  all  the  great  struggles  of  uur  past  lii.stoiy; 
and  there  is  no  state  with  which  we  can  have  more  motives  of 
a  just  anxiety  to  cullivale,  in  future,  the  feelings  and  relations 
wliich  belong  to  kindred  principles  and  a  high  coninion  cause. 
A  cordial  re|)ublicau  concert  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, indeed,  was,  many  years  ago,  pronounced  by  the  great 
founder  of  the  democratic  faith  to  be  one  of  the  most  tfiicienl 
guarantees  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conslitulion,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  union  itself. 

The  relations  which  connect  the  two  commonwealths  being 
thus  intimate  and  iin|)ortaiit,  I  have  fell,  with  particular  and 
profound  sensibility,  Hie  flattering  marks  of  apfirobatioi'  and  re- 
gard, with  which  my  fellow  citizens  of  Pennsylv/inia  have 
been  pleased  lo  honor  my  fiublic  course.  The  distinguished 
and  emphatic  testimony  of  which  you,  my  dear  sir,  have  been 
the  organ,  the  peculiarly  kind  and  generous  terms  in  which 
you  have  seen  fit  to  communicate  it,  have  laid  me  under  obli- 
gations which  I  feel  my  own  incompetency  suitably  to  express, 
and  which  I  must  leave  lo  your  just  feelinss  to  appreciate,  and 
to  your  felicitous  powers  of  language  to  interpret  lor  me  lo  my 
democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

I  share  all  their  patriotic  anxiety,  in  regard  to  the  present 
grave  conjuncture  of  our  public  affaiis.  I  see  with  you,  my 
dear  sir,  that  the  vital  principles  and  fundamental  structure  of 
our  republican  govunment,  are  put  in  peril  by  the  new  theo- 
ries, bold  pretensions,  and  illegitimate  and  eccentric  influen- 
ces, which  have  been  arrayed  lo  thwart  and  derange  its  regu- 
lar action.  The  claim,  now  for  the  first  time  openly  acted 
upon  by  a  party  in  the  public  councils,  of  exemption  fiom  the 
control  of  the  consiituenl  power,  after  it  has  been  once  exerted 
in  the  choice  of  its  agents,  confounds  and  invests  all  the  rela- 
tions of  the  representative  system,  transforms  ."servants  into 
masters,  and  our  free  constilulional  republic  into  a  proud, 
usurping  oligarchy. 

The  support  of  a  great  central  moneyed  power  in  the  bosom 
of  our  insliliitions,  exerting,  in  the  worst  form  of  consolidation, 
a  quasi  governmental  authority,  independent  of  and  irresponsi- 
ble to  the  people,  is  equally  at  war  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  republican  system.  And  the  modern  heresy  of 
nullification,  (which  you  forcibly  describe  as  mingling  its  fitful 
blasts  with  the  steady  current  of  consolidation),  by  arrogating 
to  any  single  malcontent  member  of  the  union  the  absolute  and 
sovereign  right  to  control  and  overrule  the  will  of  all  the  rest  o-f 
the  slates  and  the  people  which  compose  the  republic,  is  but  a 
varied  form  of  that  active  and  diffusive  element  of  aristocracy 
which,  with  more  or  less  of  industry,  is  conBiantly  at  work  to 
undermine  the  democratic  foundations  of  American  liberty. 

To  preserve  our  institutions  from  these  multiplied  dangers, 
and  the  combination  of  so  many  hostile  principles,  will  require 
all  the  energy,  vigilance  and  firmness  of  the  people.  In  the 
resolution  so  nobly  manifested  by  your  patriotic  common- 
wealth, to  perform  her  part  of  this  sacred  duty,  I  feel  a  tho- 
rough conviction  that  the  people  of  Virginia  will  second  and 
sustain  her;  and  thai  under  their  joint  auspices  now,  as  in  past 
critical  periods  of  our  political  history,  the  cause  of  republican- 
ism will  be  again  triumphant. 

Praying  you,  my  dear  sir,  again  to  be  the  interpreter  of  my 
grateful  sentiments  lo  my  democratic  fellow-citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  distinguished  mark  of 
their  approbation,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  convey 
in  terms  so  kind  and  flattering,  I  remain,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect and  consideration,  your  friend,  and  obedient  ^servant, 

VV.  C.  RIVES- 
To  tlie  hon.   G.  M.  Dallas,  &c.  &c. 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  McLEAN 
To  an  invitation  to  dine  at  the  Fountain  Green  hotel,  with 
certain  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  4lh  July  last. 

Richland,  •29th  June,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I  regret  that  my  absence  in  the  country  delayed 
until  yesterday  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20ih  inst.  invit- 
ing me  to  the  "democratic  festival  to  be  given  at  Fountain 
Green,  on  the  4lh  of  July  next."  It  would  aflbrd  me  high  gra- 
tification  lo  unite  with  my  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  of'PlNla- 
dt  ■   '  ' 


lelphia  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  object  of  the  festival,  which  you 
nforined  me,  are  "to  bring  logether  those  democrats,  who  have 
been  for  some  time  divided  in  their  choice  of  men,  in  union  and 
harmony,  to  resuscitate  the  doctrines  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  to 
proclaim  an  aversion  lo  man-worship,  and  to  establish  princi- 
ples as  the  only  safe  standard,  &.c."  Our  own  reflections  and 
the  examples  of  history  should  convince  us  that  no  free  govern- 
ment can  long  be  sustained,  where  men  are  substituted  for  prin- 
ciples. If  we  are  not  incapable  of  receiving  instruction  from 
example,  we  must  profit  by  the  republics  of  past  ages,  which 
have  been  overthrown  by  an  abandonment  of  principle  and  a 
..,  _-.u  ._  _     ^yg  g^g  jjjj  gy^j^  aelfisb  beings,  and 


blind  adherence  to  men. 
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either  through  infirmity  or  depravity  are  always  liable  to  err. 
A  principle  wlucli  may  be  denounctd  to  day,  may  shortly  be- 
come the  lest  of  political  orthodoxy,  and  thus  all  the  great 
movements  of  the  government  may  depend  upon  the  whim  or 
caprice  of  an  individual,  who  himself  may  be  the  miserabh;  in- 
strument of  political  jugglers.  This  is  the  government  of  an 
absolute  monarchy,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called. 

It  is  a  just  and  profound  ob.-ervation  of  Machiavel,  "that  the 
real  powers  of  government  are  sometimes  contracted  to  a  nar- 
rower point  in  republics  than  in  monarchies."  He  who  has 
not  seen  this  tendency  in  republican  governments  has  profited 
little  by  the  lights  of  history  or  ex{terieiice. 

In  the  days  of  Jefferson,  Madison  and  Monroe,  who  ever 
heard  of  Jefferson  men,  Madison  men  or  Monroe  men?  Parties 
were  then  known  by  the  principles  which  they  advocated,  and 
they  formed  the  rule  by  which  men  were  judged.  And  if  we 
wish  to  preserve  our  government,  we  must  get  back  again  to 
the  standard  of  principles  which  were  then  professed  and  main- 
tained. 

Let  a  party  be  organized  with  an  exclusive  reference  to  any 
individual,  and  let  that  individual  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  he  must  of  necessity  be  supported  in  all  his  mea- 
sures. If  he  shall  be  supported  by  his  party,  only  when  he  is 
right,  the  party  must  soon  be  broken  in  pieces;  for  his  name  be- 
ing the  only  rallying  point,  whenever  the  party  shall  fail  to  jus- 
tify and  sustain  all  his  acts,  it  loses  its  appropriate  designation 
and  must  dissolve.  It  is  therefore  as  necessary  to  support  the 
chief  of  a  party,  thus  organized,  when  he  is  wrong  as  when  he 
i8  right. 

But  this  is  not  the  case  where  a  party  is  organized  in  refer- 
ence to  principles  which  are  vital  to  a  free  government.  On 
these  the  standard  is  planted,  and  by  these  are  all  the  members 
of  the  party,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  judged.  A  party 
with  such  a  basis,  and  with  intelligence,  virtue  and  patriotism 
to  direct  it,  must  always  be  impregnable.  I  speak  of  no  sec- 
tional party,  but  of  one  devoted  to  the  great  principles  of  repub- 
lican government,  and  which  views  men,  however  exalted  by 
their  talents  and  public  services,  as  agents  to  act  for  the  wel 
fare  of  the  whole  union.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  ob't  serv't.  JOHN  McLEAN. 

Be  pleased  to  present  to  the  company  the  following  senti- 
ment: 

^.  McCaraher,  Jhoh  M.  Barclay,  Thomas  J.  Smith,  Wm.  F. 
Van  Amringo ,  John  D.  Goodwin,  Jacob  Frick  and  W.  H.  Hoods, 
esq.  committee. 

The  state  of  Pennsylvania— the  balance  wheel  of  the  union — 
other  states  may  speak  of  having  given  chief  magistrates  to  the 
country,  but  Pennsylvania  may  claim  a  higher  honor  in  the 
great  moral  power  which  she  has  exercised  over  the  confede- 
racy. 

REPLY  OF  MR.  McLANE 

To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  given  to  Mr. 
Taney,  at  Baltimore. 

Baltimore,  July  23d,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  last  night,  your  note  requesting  my 
company  at  a  dinner  to  be  given  to  Roger  B.  Taney,  esq.  at  the 
Columbian  Gardens,  on  Thursday  next,  at  4  o'clock,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  return  to  this  city. 

I  greatly  appreciate  the  honor  done  me  by  the  committee,  but 
it  will  be  out  of  my  power,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  accept 
their  invitation. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  great  regard,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  LOUIS  McLANE. 

[Mr.  McL.  left  Baltimore  on  the  26th,  for  Delaware.]  We 
have  heard  the  preceding  called  a  "cold  cut,  before  dinner." 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  CLAYTON. 

At  the  great  whig  meeting  on  the  4th  July,  near  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  Mr.  John  M.  Clayton,  United  States  senator  from 
that  state,  was  invited  to  attend— to  which  he  returned  the 
following  answer — 

Dover,  July  3,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Your  invitation  to  attend  the  whig  celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July  at  Q,uincy  wood,  near  Wilmington,  is  tiiis 
moment  received,  and  would  be  promptly  and  gladly  accepted, 
but  for  numerous  engagements  pressing  upon  me  after  so  long 
an  absence.  These  must  plead  my  apology  for  not  complying 
with  your  request. 

Since  my  departure  from  here  eight  months  ago,  there  has 
been  in  our  own  state  and  throughout  the  union  a  new  organi 
zation  of  parties.  By  a  great  and  powerful  body  of  our  couniry- 
men,  old  party  distinctions  have  been  buried  A  new  name, 
glorious  in  all  its  associations,  has  been  revived  and  adopted, 
not  only  by  old  political  friends,  but  by  many  others  who  are 
now  equally  ready  to  strike  with  us  for  the  constitution  and  the 
laws.  Among  those  who  have  been  thus  roused  to  action  by 
the  intolerable  usurpations  of  the  executive,  there  are  I  find  in 
every  county  of  the  state  men  who  were  formerly  the  pride  and 
stay  of  tlip  party  opposed  to  up,  but  whose  generous  love  of 
lib(;rty  and  spirited  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  power, 
have  induced  them  to  come  to  the  rescue  at  the  moment  of  our 
country'ji  greatest  peril,  when  our  former  fiicnds  were  fainting 
under  a  pressure  which,  unaided,  we  were  in  fact  my  fellow 
citizens,  unable  to  sustain.  To  these  m*-n  we  owe  a  dwbt  of 
gratitude  never  to  be  forgotten.  Among  them  I  behold  with 
feelings'  of  inexpressible  satisfaction  a  Bayard,  a  Ridgely  and  a 
Robinson,  besides  many  others  of  the  most  prominent  and  gift- 


ed of  those  whose  efforts  helped  to  raise  our  present  chief  ma- 
gi^^trale  to  office.  Wiih  such  men  to  aid  in  the  support  of  such 
principles  as  we  contend  tor,  we  cannot  tail  to  triumph:  and 
when  we  do,  let  no  one  set  it  down  as  a  triuniph  of  aught  but 
what  of  all  things  on  earth  are  most  dear  to  us— our  constitu- 
tion and  laws.  It  will  be  no  victory  of  mere  bank  men  or  anti- 
bank  men,  no  battle  gained  by  party  men  ktmwn  lo  any  one 
former  political  designation  in  this  country.  Should  our  cause 
triumph  throughout  the  union,  it  will  be  a  victory  of  tiie  frit.iidd 
of  civil  liberty,  gained  by  the  force  of  reason  and  the  hjve  of 
country,  forming  a  bright  and  memorable  era  in  all  time  while 
the  hiotory  of  American  freedom  shall  endure  on  earth. 

Let  us  then  go  to  the  great  work  cheerfully.  While  about  it 
the  shafts  of  calumny  will  fall  thick  and  fast  around  us,  but  the 
heart  of  a  patriot  will  rise  under  the  blow  which  is  unjustly 
levelled  at  his  reputation,  and  his  succeeding  efforts,  like  the 
ceaseless  billows  of  the  ocean,  will  pour  upon  (hose  who  would 
degrade  him,  to  paralyze  his  exertions,  a  tide  of  indignation 
which  they  can  neither  hope  to  resist  nor  escape  from. 

1  offer  this  sentiment  to  the  whigs  of  New  Castle  county 

Our  native  state— Ihel&nd  of  the  old  blues  of  the  revolution 

May  its  every  field  be  desolate  and  its  every  stream  be  red  with 
the  blood  of  its  own  children,  before  they  desert  the  principles 
of  the  revolution,  and  bow  in  slavery  at  the  footstool  of  a  ty- 
rant. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
To  Messrs.  JoAn  Wales,  Jonathan  Bonney,  William  P.  Brobson 

R.  Clement.  ' 

COUNTY  MUSEUMS. 
The  treasures  of  wealth  and  of  science  have  alike  been  en- 
riched, within  a  few  years  past,  by  measures  to  explore  and  un- 
fold the  natural  resources  of  our  country.  The  mineral  king- 
dom, especially,  has  been  found  to  contain  vast  riches,  before 
unknown,  which,  being  developed,  have  been  applied  for  the 
equal  benefit  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer 
and  the  lover  of  science. 

A  geological  excursion  of  professor  Silliman,  with  several  of 
his  pupils,  a  few  years  since,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven,  led 
to  the  discovery  that  the  common  stone  walls  which  had  been 
standing  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  as  the  enclosures  of  farms, 
were  principally  composed  of  the  verd  antique  marble,  com- 
monly considered  the  most  beautiful  marble  known  upon  our 
globe.  At  this  place  commences  a  range  of  this  useful  material 
for  architecture  and  for  various  works  of  ornament  and  taste, 
which  continues  for  many  miles,  and  in  exhaustless  abundance. 
From  Flallowf'll,  Maine,  granite  of  the  most  valuable  and 
beautiful  kind,  is  carried  lo  nearly  all  our  seaports,  from  New 
Orleans  to  East  Port— where  it  is  used  in  great  quantities,  for 
the  building  of  houses,  wharves  and  various  other  purposes. 
But  a  few  years  ago,  stone  of  an  inferior  quality  was  brou"lit 
from  a  distance  for  buildings  within  a  few  rods  of  these  inex- 
haustible quarries,  which  now  disperse  their  riches  lo  other 
cities  and  other  states. 

Copperas,  which  is  used  in  vast  quantities  in  this  country, 
especially  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing,  was,  until  recently,  pro- 
cured entirely  from  foreign  countries.  The  researches  of  geo- 
logists have  discovered  that  copperas  ore,  the  sulphuret  of  iron, 
exists  in  many  parts  of  our  country  in  suflicient  quantities  to 
furnish  the  world  with  this  necessary  material  in  the  arts,  at  a 
far  less  price  than  it  is  supplied  from  abroad.  In  Straflbrd,  A'^l. 
copperas  is  made,  in  a  great  measure,  by  a  spontaneous  process, 
from  the  ore  in  that  place,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  all 
demands,  and  at  such  a  price  as  lo  put  an  entire  stop  to  impor- 
tations ol^  that  article. 

Foimerly  chrome  yellow  sold  at  sixteen  dollars  a  pound. 
The  chromate  of  iron,  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  vicinity 
of  Baltimore,  together  with  the  increased  skill  of  changing  it 
into  the  chromate  of  lead,  or  chrome  yellow,  has  reduced  this 
beautiful  and  useful  paint  lo  fifty  cents  a  pound.  The  ore  and 
the  skill  of  working  it,  have  been  brought  out,  in  part  at  least, 
by  the  researches  of  mineralogists  and  other  amateurs  of  sci- 
ence. 

Epsom  salts,  but  a  few  years  since,  were  furnished  to  this 
country  entirely  by  importations  from  abroad.  They  are  now 
made  in  Baltimore,  from  magnesite,  a  mineral  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  of  a  better  quality  and  at 
a  cheaper  rate,  than  they  were,  or  can  be  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

The  mines  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  until  recently,  fur- 
nished our  mint  and  the  arts  with  the  principal  part  of  their 
gold.  The  researches  of  professor  Olmsted,  of  Yale  college, 
formerly  of  Chapel  Hill,  in  North  Carolina,  into  the  mineral 
treasures  of  that  state,  and  those  of  other  geolo<;isis  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  have  discovered,  that  gold  mines  are  ex- 
tensive and  abundant  in  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  Virginia  and 
some  other  states. 

Those  examples,  though  few  amowg  thousands  which  might 
be  adduced,  are  sufficient  to  show  the  intimate  connexion  be- 
tween science  and  art,  and  that  the  one  must  necessarily  be 
the  handmaid  to  the  other;  that  the  treasures  of  knowledge  and 
of  wealth  are  alike  dependent  upon  the  great  store  house  of  na- 
ture for  their  riches — and  that  the  prosperity  of  individuals  and 
of  nations  is  in  proportion  to  the  industry,  the  sjtill  and  the  ge- 
neral intellieence,  which  is  applied  in  unfolding  and  appropriat- 
ing those  gifts  of  nature  which  a  wise  and  bountiful  creator  has 
scattered  around  us  in  rich  profusion  and  variety. 
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Although  much  has  already  been  done,  much  more  remains 
be  done,  towards  bringing  into  full  requisition,  the  elements 
wealth  and  the  materials  and  the  stimulus  of  industry,  exist- 
g  in  our  mines  and  our  forests.  Doors  are  opened  to  them, 
It  comparatively  few  of  their  apartments  have  yet  been  enter- 
I,  much  less  explored.  'J'hough  I  would  not  presume,  even, 
give  a  hint  at  the  various  means  and  modes  of  enriching 
ore  largely  the  treasures  of  science  and  of  wealth  from  the 
sources  of  nature,  I  will  beg  leave  to  mention  one  measure, 
■  which  aid  may  be  rendered  to  this  important  object.  This 
easure  is  the  forming  of  museums,  or  cabinets  of  nature  and 
art,  in  all  the  county  towns  throughout  our  union.  In 
any,  such  collections  are  already  formed.  The  facilities  are 
eat  and  the  means  abundant,  for  furnisliing  to  each  of  the 
even  hundred  counties  in  our  union,  a  place  of  social,  intel- 
ctual  and  useful  resort,  for  all  their  citizens  disposed  to  parti- 
pate  in  the  enjoyment. 

To  make  a  beginning  in  an  enterprise,  which  might  ovident- 
aftbrd  entertainment,  instruction  and  profit  to  every  citizen 
our  republic,  a  proposal  has  been  made  for  simultaneous  ac- 
tn  on  the  subject,  by  means  of  education  conventions  in 
I  the  counties  in  the  states,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Novem- 
r  next.  In  aid  of  the  proposed  step,  many  facilities  can  be 
ndered,  but  one  of  which  I  have  time  to  mention.  This  is 
ntained  in  a  resolution  recently  passed  by  the  "Baltimore 
«ion  Lyceom,"  that  they  would  prepare  as  soon  as  practica- 
i,  sets  of  specimens  of  minerals,  plants,  penmanship,  map- 
awing  and  needlework,  for  the  use  of  any  county  lyceum  in 
B  union  which  might  apply  for  the  same;  and  that  they  invite 
e  school  and  other  juvenile  lyceums  connected  with  the  so- 
?ty,  to  render  their  aid  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  re- 
lution.    These  facts  and  hints  are  from  A  FARMER. 

LOCUSTS. 
From  the  Methodist  Protestant, 
\fESSRS.  Editors — I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  obtain  cor- 
2l  information  relative  to  that  description  of  locust  whicti  fa- 
rs  us  with  a  visit  every  seventeen  years.*  When  the  insect 
ide  its  appearance  in  1817,  I  determined  to  gain  some  ac- 
aintance  with  its  habits.  Accordingly  1  commenced  by  ex- 
lining  the  holes  out  of  which  several  had  emerged.  These 
ire  at  different  distances,  from  an  inch  to  a  foot  apart,  per- 
:tly  round,  and  sufficiently  large  to  receive  the  end  of  the 
lall  finger.  They  averaged  in  depth  ten  inches  and  the  bottom 
rfectly  solid.  To  ascertain  certainly  that  the  insect  bad  not 
en  deeper  down  in  the  earth,  I  threw  off  the  upper  surface 
til  the  bottoms  of  the  holes  were  completely  exposed,  and 
/eral  of  them  on  a  level  with  the  new  made  surface;  on  this  I 
ew  water,  in  order  to  see  if  the  earth  that  formed  the  bottoms 
the  holes  would  absorb  the  water  more  readily  than  the  ad- 
:ent  ground;  but  it  did  not,  which  was  a  conclusive  proof  that 
i  locust  had  not  been  below  that  point. 

[  next  examined  the  insect  while  disengaging  itself  from  the 
uvia  or  outer  covering.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness 
8  operation  in  several  instances.  When  the  locust  had  emerg- 
from  the  ground,  and  crept  up  a  few  feet  on  the  body  of  a 

e,  a  stump,  or  on  a  fence,  it  would  lay  firm  hold  of  the  rough 
rk,  or  of  the  wood,  with  its  claws,  and  then  make  efforts  to 
lengage  itself  from  the  outer  covering,  which  appeared  to  fit 

body  and  limbs  as  accurately  as  a  person's  skin.  The  first 
orts  split  the  covering  on  the  upper  part  of  his  back  and 
aulders.  The  insect  then  thrust  out  bis  head  and  the  upper 
rt  of  hia  body,  and  in  a  few  minutes  entirely  extricated  him- 

f,  apparently  much  exhausted  by  his  exertions.  In  ten  or 
;een  minutes,  however,  he  appeared  to  be  fully  recruited;  and 
i  wings,  which  at  first  were  folded  close  and  damp,  were  now 
panded,  dry,  and  in  trim  for  flying.  Some  few,  however, 
id  in  their  strugeles  to  get  clear  of  their  outer  coat,  and  re- 
lined  half  buried  in  the  cradle  that  had  protected  them  from 
ury  so  many  years.  When  the  locust  first  bursts  his  enve- 
le  he  is  of  a  light  cream  color,  but  the  air  soon  changes  him 
a  brown. 

I'he  next  operation  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  was 
!  manner  of  boring  the  twigs  of  the  trees,  and  the  disposition 
the  ova  or  eggs,  from  which  the  next  generation  of  locusts 
re  to  spring.  Tlie  boring  operation  is  performed  by  the  fe- 
ile,  who  is  provided  with  an  instrument  for  the  purpose  of 
rforating,  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  the  tender  branches  of 
es;  this  is  firmly  fixed  to  the  thorax  or  lower  part  of  the 
iast,  and  extending  along  the  abdomen  to  the  extremity  of 
;  body;  it  is  needle  shaped;  and  about  the  size  of  a  fine  darn- 
l  needle.  With  this  the  twig  is  pierced  in  the  direction  of 
!  grain,  until  the  fibres  of  the  wood  are  shivered  into  fine 
eads,  so  as  to  furnish  a  soft  and  secure  place  for  the  ova. 
lis  accomplished,  the  eggs  are  deposited  side  by  side,  with 
!  utmost  neatness  and  uniformity,  in  two  rows,  or  from  ten 

"'A  respectable  old  gentleman,  who  has  seen  and  observed 
!  locust  at  tlie  differetit  periods  of  their  appearance,  as  noted 
ow,  has  favored  the  editor  of  the  Register  with  the  following 
imoranda. 

THE    LOCUST    APPEARED, 

n  17-19,  in  the  month  of  Mny.  In  1766,  they  came  out  of  the 
lund  from  the  I4th  to  the  17th  of  May.  fn  1783,  they  came 
t  from  the  16th  to  the  19th  May.  In  1800,  from  the  19th  to 
:  96th  of  May.  In  1817,  they  did  not  appear  until  the  begin- 
ig  of  June.  It  is  supposed  the  cold  and  wet  weather  retarded 
iir  progress.'*  [Mies'  Register  for  July,  1817. 


I  to  fifteen  in  a  side,  each  rank  separate  from  the  other  by  a  por- 
tion of  wood  fibre.  When  vic^wcd  by  a  inicroacope  they  have 
a  very  beanlilul  appearan(.e,  rt-.-embling  a  row  of  small  silver 
fi.-hes,  so  di.^posed  as  to  lay  side  liy  side  wiih  all  their  heads 
|)()intiiig  upwards,  as  if  looking  into  your  face  when  you  look 
down  upon  tliem.  They  are  all  milk  while  when  first  depo.sit- 
ed,  about  the  tenth  |);iri  ol  an  inch  in  lengtli,  and  of  the  thick- 
ness of  a  horse  hair.  On  some  twigs  1  have  counted  filly  nests, 
extending  along  in  right  lines,  treqnenlly  ten  in  a  line,  all  evi- 
dently made  by  the  same  instjct.  After  the  wf)rk  of  (hfpositing 
the  eggs  is  fully  conij)leted,  the  parent  locusi  dies.  I  have  seen 
them  faker  and  fall  m  attempting  to  fly  from  one  tree  to  another, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  die,  apparently  from  exhaustion.  This 
happens  to  both  male  and  female. 

After  all  my  attention  to  this  matter  in  1817,  I  missed  one 
highly  interesting  part  cf  the  subject,  which  was,  the  emerging 
of  the  young  locusts  from  their  place  of  deposit.  This,  how- 
ever, I  have  now  (July,  1834),  most  satisfactorily  witnessed. 
About  the  middle  of  May,  the  locusts  made  their  appearance, 
and  disappeared  in  the  latter  part  of  June.  On  the  eighteenth 
of  July  1  examined  several  nests  and  found  the  sacks  unbroken 
but  they  had  changed  from  the  milky  white  to  a  crearn  color, 
and  the  eyes  were  distinctly  visible.  To-day,  (July  29)  I  examin- 
ed a  twig  taken  from  a  peach  tree,  having  in  it  several  nests. 
The  first  nest  I  ojjened  contained  nothing  except  the  exuvia 
or  outer  skins  of  the  insect  that  had  escaped.  These  had  the 
appearance  of  very  minute  purses,  split  a  third  part  of  the  way 
down,  were  a  beatiful  white,  and  very  transparent.  The  second 
nest  was  then  placed  under  the  microscope,  and  I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  see  signs  of  life  among  the  inmates.  I  then  shook  them 
out  on  a  piece  of  white  paper,  and  applied  a  magnifying  glass. 
They  were  very  little  larger  than  when  deposited.  The  sack 
in  which  they  were  enveloped  had  undergone  no  apparent 
change,  and  although  they  had  a  rolling  motion,  there  was  no 
appearance  of  feet  or  limbs.  I  afterward  found  that  the  anten- 
nae and  legs,  of  which  they  have  six,  were  laid  close  along  by 
the  breast  and  abdomen,  within  the  sack.  Upon  keeping  my 
eye  steadily  fixed  on  those  that  moved,  I  observed  one  thrust 
his  head  and  the  upper  part  of  his  body  through  the  transpa- 
rent sack  that  covered  hin),  and  laying  hold  of  the  paper  with 
his  fore  claws,  disengaged  himself  at  once  from  the  remains  of 
his  covering,  and  ran  out  upon  the  paper.  Three  others  in  a 
few  minutes  performed  the  same  operation,  and  I  had  at  once 
under  my  eye  four  young  locusts.    This  was  very  pleasant. 

I  had  now  an  opportunity  to  examine  at  my  leisure,  their 
form,  color  and  actions.  They  are  in  all  respects  a  complete 
miniature  locust,  except  the  wings,  of  which  there  is  no  appear- 
ance; the  body  also  is  much  longer  in  proportion  than  the  full 
grown  locust.  The  two  fore  legs  are  armed  with  double  claws, 
and  appeared  to  possess  great  muscular  power  in  proportion  to 
the  bulk  of  the  insect;  with  these,  they  no  doubt  dig  into  the 
earth,  to  their  resting  places,  and  by  their  help  they  return 
again  at  the  proper  season.  They  are  of  a  light  cream  color, 
except  the  eyes  and  claws  of  the  fore  legs,  which  are  dark. 
Their  movements  are  quick,  nearly  as  rapid  as  those  of  a  small 
ant,  and  they  evidently  appeared  to  be  in  search  of  the  earth; 
for,  to  prevent  them  from  getting  away  from  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  put  them  into  a  small  polished  concave  glass;  and  when  I 
put  them  out  upon  a  saucer  of  earth  they  instantly  dug  into  it 
and  buried  out  of  sight. 

In  order  to  ascertain  their  future  changes,  and  growth,  I  haTC 
procured  several  twigs  having  nests,  and  laid  them  on  the  sur- 
face of  a  box  filled  with  earth,  and  planted  with  flowers,  to 
secure  its  being  duly  moistened.  Next  year,  if  I  live,  I  shall 
examine  some  of  the  young  locusts  and  report  to  you  their  ap- 
pearance and  condition. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  young  locusts  that  penetrate 
the  earth,  never  again  reach  its  surface;  but  are  doubtless  dft- 
stroyed  by  ants,  and  other  insects  that  have  their  residence 
under  ground.  I  infer  this  from  two  facts.  First,  the  inmiense 
number  deposited  in  the  twigs  of  a  tree;  and  secondly,  the  small 
number  of  grown  locusts  that  actually  rise  beneath  the  same 
tree  at  the  period  of  return.  I  have  counted  in  a  single  twig 
upwards  of  fifty  nests,  each  containing  more  than  twenty  eggs; 
this  will  give  one  thousand  insects  to  a  single  twig.  We  may 
presume  that  an  ordinary  sized  tree  contains  at  least  a  hundred 
perforated  twigs,  averaging  fifty  nests  each,  which  would  give 
100,000  insects.  Now  the  number  of  holes  actually  found  under 
a  single  tree,  at  the  period  of  return,  does  not  exceed  a  few 
hundred,  perhaps  never  reaches  a  thousand.  So  that  multitudes 
of  the  young  locusts  must  perish  ar  be  destroyed  by  insects  in 
the  earth.     Yours,  AMICUS. 

Baltimore,  Jubj  29,  1834. 

SPAIN  AND  TIJE   NEW  AMERICAN   STATES. 

The  London  Morning  Herald  of  July  2,  contains  the  following 
article,  froiii  its  correspondent  at  Madrid: 

Madrid,  June  18.  Being  of  opinion  that  the  recognition  of  the 
South  American  states  and  the  amelioration  of  the  Spanish 
commercial  policy  were  questions  of  paramount  importance, 
and  much  more  valuable  to  Great  Britain  than  those  other  poir^ts 
to  which  our  attention  has  been  so  exclusively  directed,  I  have 
watched  since  I  came  here  the  steps  of  the  present  ministry  on 
the  subject,  and  I  have  now  succeeded  in  obtaining  two  re- 
markable documents,  translations  of  which  I  immediately  sub- 
join, through  the  medium  of  a  useful  agent,  who  occasienally 
supplies  me  with  papers  from  the  public  officee.  The  first  19  the 
copy  of  a  note,  addressed  on  the  12th  February,  1834,  by  tb« 
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minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  foreign  office,  and  tiie  se- 
cond is  tlie  reply  of  i\l.  iMartinez  de  la  Rot-a,  dated  ilie  12iii  of 
thid  monlii.  From  tlie  one  you  will  learn  liovv  wi.sely  the  Ame- 
rican government  has  been  |)ur.-uiiig  an  object  so  essential  to 
its  commerce,  and  how  favorably  it  must  appear  before  the 
South  Americaji  slates,  as  the  power  to  whose  exertions  they 
are  iudetited  for  the  first  symptoms  of  revivinii  atfection  on  the 
part  of  the  mother  ct)untry;  and  from  the  other  yon  will  infer 
that  the  willingness  to  treat  with  the  South  American  commis 
sjoners  is  only  a  prelude  to  the  grand  act  of  a  recognition,  which 
must  take  place  as  soon  as  the  terms  are  arranged.  The  Ame- 
rican minister's  note  is  as  follows: 

"Legalion  of  the  U.  S.  of  Jimerica,  Madrid,  Feb.  12,  1834. 
"In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  tlie  president  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,  1  had  the  honor,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1831,  to  address 
a  note  to  his  excellency  Don  M;tnuel  Gonzales  Salmon,  then 
iiis  majesty's  princijial  secretary  of  state,  stating  that  the  anxie- 
ty winch  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  long  felt,  and 
which  theretofore  had  been  fully  made  known  to  his  majesty's 
government,  that  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  settlement  be- 
tween Spam  and  her  former  colonies,  the  new  American  states, 
should  take  place,  had  arisen  as  well  from  a  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  the  interests  of  the  parties  conoerni'd, 
♦•specially  that  of  Spain,  as  from  the  expectations  of  benefit  to 
the  Uniied  States. 

"1  added  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  without 
intending  or  wishing  to  depart  from  its  settled  policy  of  not  in- 
terfering with  the  affairs  of  other  nations,  exce[>t  by  friendly  ad- 
vice incases  in  which  it  might  be  thought  suitable,  felt  itself 
authorised  by  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  Uniied 
Stales  and  Spain,  and  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  make 
another  appeal  to  his  majesty  on  a  question  of  so  great  and  so 
general  an  interest,  and  that  induing  so  it  indulged  a  strong 
hope  that  his  majesty  would  not  any  longer  refuse  to  open  a  ne- 
gotiation with  the  new  states,  but  that,  on  a  full  and  deliberate 
review  of  the  matter,  he  would  be  convinced  that,  independently 
of  the  satisArction  which  such  an  event  would  afford  to  most  if 
not  to  all  the  nations  with  which  Spain  had  friendly  intercourse, 
a  recognition  by  his  majesty  of  the  independence  of  those  states, 
upon  just  and  jiroper  terms,  would  contribute  both  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of  Spain.  And  1  concluded  by  suggesting  some 
consideration  in  relation  to  the  remaining  possessions  of  Spain 
in  America,  which  I  hoped  would  not  have  been  disregarded. 

"To  the  note  in  question  Mr.  Salmon  favored  me  with  an 
answer,  under  date  of  the  Uth  June  of  the  same  year,  by  which 
I  was  informed  that  the  king  received  my  communication  as  a 
proof  of  the  stiong  interest  fell  by  my  government  in  favor  of 
liis  majesty,  and  that  as  the  question  was  fully  present  to  his 
royal  mind  he  would  take  it  into  consideration  when  the  case 
might  be  favorable,  in  such  manner  as  might  be  most  conform- 
able to  the  interest  of  his  crown,  and  that  then  the  Iriendly 
COHimunication  made  by  me  would  not  be  forgotten. 

"The  president  of  the  United  States,  having  deemed  the  ac- 
cession of  Donna  [sabel  the  second  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  un- 
der the  regency  of  her  august  mother,  a  favorable  occasion  for 
the  renewal  of  his  efforts,  has  directed  me  to  lose  no  time  in 
addressing  her  majesty's  government  on  the  subject. 

"Without  entering  anew  upon  the  field  of  argument  which 
presents  itself,  it  is  conceived  by  the  president  that  all  the  con- 
siderations which  have  iieretofore  existed,  and  been  pressed 
upon  the  government  of  Spain,  in  lavor  of  a  conclusion  of  this 
matter  upon  the  basis  of  the  recognition  by  Spain  of  the  inde 
pendencc  of  the  states  above  mentioned,  not  only  continue  to 
exist,  but  have  been  greatly  strengthened  by  time  and  circum- 
stance, and  lie  cannot  but  persuade  himself  that  the  case  will 
be  received  in  its  true  light  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  go- 
vernment of  Donna  Isabel  the  second;  and  that  one  of  ihe  first 
great  acts  from  which  it  may  be  destined  to  derive  lasting  dis- 
tinction and  applause  will  be  a  prompt  and  just  arrangement  of 
the  American  question. 

<'It  only  remains  forme  to  add  that  the  government  of  the 
Uniied  Slates  is  ready  and  desirous,  as  it  has  ever  been,  to  do 
all  in  its  power  for  the  mutual  conciliation  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  to  facilitate  the  final  conclusion  of  their  disputes 
upon  terms  alike  honorable  and  advantageous  to  all  sides.  I 
have  the  honor,  &c.     (Signed)  J.  P.  VAN  NESS." 

The  following  is  the  translation  of  the  reply  of  M.  Martinez 

de  la  Rosa: 

"Jit  the  palace,  June  \.2. 
*'The  multiplicity  of  business  which  the  department  of  state 
has  been  charged  with  since  her  majesty  the  queen  regent  was 
pleased  to  intrust  me  with  that  office,  has  prevented  my  giving 
an  earlier  reply  lo  liie  several  applications  which  your  excel- 
lencv  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  your  government,  has 
made'to  me  respecting  the  im|»ortance  and  expediency,  to  use 
your  excellency's  own  words,  of  a  prompt  and  just  airangemenl 
of  the  American  question. 

"Her  majesty  in  her  wisdom  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  ad 
vantages  o(  being  relieved  from  an  uncertain  position,  and  of 
adopting  a  definitive  decision  in  regard  lo  the  vast  territories 
alluded  to;  and  for  my  part,  if  my  humble  opinion  be  consider 
ed  ot  any  weight  in  determining  the  measures  of  her  majesty,  1 
can  assure  ytnir  excellency  that  as  soon  as  the  late  king  Don 
Ferdinand  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint  me  to  this  department, 
ten  years  ago,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  government  to  this 
intetesling  question,  from  the  persuasion  I  was  under  of  the  in- 
jury and  loss  which  would  accrue  from  any  delay  in  the  Beltlc- 


menl  of  it,  and  because  it  appeared  to  me  quite  practicable,  at 
least  such  then  was  my  opinion,  as  it  is  now,  Ir)  consolidate  tlie 
interests  of  our  brethren  in  South  America  with  the  interests 
of  the  peninsula,  by  the  adoption  of  a  basis  reciprocally  great 
and  aitvantageous. 

"For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment dispatched,  at  that  period,  several  commissioners,  who 
were  furnished  with  the  necessary  instructions,  and  were  di- 
rected lo  announce  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  to  propose,  as 
a  preliminary  step  towards  the  removal  ol  the  politieal  difficul- 
ties, the  re-establi^hnlent  of  the  commercial  relations  ot  the  two 
countries.  'I'he  great  events  which  soon  after  occurred,  and 
which  are  too  well  known  lo  require  being  recorded,  prevented 
the  fullilment  of  the  wish,  as  then  entertained  by  the  Spanish 
government,  and  thisgreatand  interesting  question  has  remain- 
ed in  a  state  of  suspense  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

"The  decision  of  it,  however,  is  desired  by  the  queen  regent, 
who  in  the  government  olihis  monarchy  is  guided  by  principles 
of  a  liberal  and  enlighlened  policy,  and  her  majesty  has  accord- 
ingly authorised  me  to  communicate  lo  the  diplnmatic  agents  of 
Spain  in  foreign  courts,  especially  those  in  Paris  and  London, 
the  necessary  instructions,  lo  the  end  that  if  any  commissioners 
present  themselves  with  powers  aud  instructions  of  a  nature  to 
ofl^er  to  Spain  a  just  and  honorable  arrangement,  they  may  af- 
ford such  commissioners  all  the  facilities  and  guarantees  they 
may  desire,  with  the  assurance  that  they  will  find  her  majesty 
animated  by  the  most  favorable  dispositions. 

"Her  majesty  has,  at  the  same  time,  authorised  me  to  make 
to  your  excellency  this  frank  declaration,  in  order  that  you  may 
communicate  the  same  to  your  government,  in  return  for  the 
wishes  expressed  by  it  of  an  early  conclusion  of  this  interesting 
question;  and,  as  her  majesty  feels  confident,  after  consulting 
her  personal  feelings  without  disregarding  the  suggestions  of  a 
sound  policy,  that  nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  of  parties  who,  in  all  respects,  may  consider 
themselves  as  children  of  the  same  family,  when  once  they 
shall  have  consented  to  an  interview.  Her  majesty  entertains 
the  hope  that  as  soon  as  negociations  may  be  entered  upon  in  a 
spirit  of  sincerity  and  good  faith,  the  object  in  question,  which, 
as  is  expressed  with  much  precision  in  your  excellency's  note, 
is  'a  mutual  reconciliation  and  final  conclusion  of  the  differ- 
ences of  the  parlies,  advantaueous  and  honorable  to  all,'  will  be 
completely  realized.  Renewing  to  your  excellencv  the  assur- 
ance, &c.     (Signed)  F.  MARTINEZ  DE  LA'ROSA." 

These  notes  must  (iroduce  a  general  satisfaction  among  those 
who  are  interesled  in  the  South  American  states;  and  I  am  en- 
tilled  to  assure  them  from  the  verbal   commnnicaiions  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  foreign  office,  as  well  as  from  the  writ- 
ten document,  that  no  impediment  now  remains  as  to  the  re- 
cognition; and  the  Spanish  government  is  neither  mnre  nor  less 
seeking  but  to  make  the  best  bargain  with  her  revolted  children, 
and  get  the  best  price  she  can  lor  the  admission  ol  their  inde- 
pendence.    The  conditions,  with  regard  to  the  commissioners 
sent  from  South   America,  are  to  be  taken  as  so  many  words 
which  mean  nothing;  and  it  is  intended  that  no  difficulties  shall 
be  put  in  the  way  of  coming  to  a  pioper  understanding. 
— "fve  ®  ©«•" — 
LIABILITY  OF   PARTNERS— AND  USURY. 
Before  the  superior  court  of  New  Yoik,  Feb.  13,  1834,  chief 
justice  Jones,  presiding. 

Bullock  vs.  Manice,  Phelps  4'  Co. 
An  action  was  brought  by  Minilion  Bullock  vs.  D.  F.  Manice, 
Benj.  F.  Phelps  and  E.  D.  Foote,  for  the  recovery  of  a  note  of 
$10,000.  The  defendants  were  a  dry  goods  importing  company 
in  Pearl  street.  The  defence  was  that  Mr.  Phelps,  one  of  the 
partners,  had  borrowed  from  plaintitt  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
note,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  co- partners,  and  that  it  was 
applied  to  the  sole  use  of  himself  and  brothers;  and  secondly, 
that  plaintiff  had  taken  unlawful  interest,  the  sum  of  between 
two  and  three  thousand  dollars  of  this  note  being  an  usurious 
charge. 

Mr.  Manice,  the  eldest  partner,  had  been  several  months  in 
Europe,  and  during  his  absence  Mr.  Phelps  had  borrowed  from 
plaintiff,  at  fourteen  different  periods,  the  sum  of  about  $40,000. 
He  had  also  borrowed  notes  of  other  merchants  amonming  to 
near  $20,000.  Only  three  of  the  transactions  appeared  on  the 
books  of  the  firm. 

The  chief  justice  charged  the  jury  that  the  note  for  $10,000 
made  lo  Mr.  Bullock  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  was  good  again.^t 
the  firm,  and  was  recoverable  by  Mr.  Bullock,  unless  the  jury 
were  satisfied  from  the  testimony  that  the  latter,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  loan,  knew  that  Mr.  Phelps  was  borrowiiiu  tlie  mo- 
ney on  his  own  responsibility,  and  for  purposes  dislinet  from 
the  firm.  As  it  regarded  the  other  count,  on  which  ihc  defence 
also  rested,  viz:  that  of  usury,  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  it 
had  been  sustained  by  the  evidence.  In  this  case  the  law  was 
explicit,  and  that  the  validity  of  tlit;  transaction  was  destioyed. 
The  jury  were  out  nine  hours,  and  rendered  a  'ealid  pa|)er, 
which  was  to  have  ber  n  opened  this  morning,  but  we  learn  that 
the  plaintiff  submitted  to  a  nonsuil. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff.  Staples  and  Gerard;  for  defence.  Griffin 
and  Duer. 

COMPARATIVE  HEAT. 
From  the  Philadelphia  Herald. 
From  the  valuable  table  Kept  by  Mr.  McAllister,  optician,  we 
have  nBcertained  the  following  facti  in  relation  lo  the  beat  in 


NiLES'  REGISTER— AUG.  16,  1834— PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT.    421 


this  city  for  the  last  ten  years,  diirini;  the  monllKs  of  June,  July 
and  August.  It  may  lierealier  serve  as  a  good  table  of  reler- 
ence. 

The  same  thermometer,  placed  in  llie  same  situation,  and  in 
the  shade,  has  been  used  during  tlie  whole  period  of  time. 

The  day  selected  in  each  moiiih  has  heeii  that  on  which  the 
thermometer  stood  liighesl  at  noon,  at  which  hour  the  record 
was  made. 


1828, 


(  Juiie-28lli. . 
<  July  '24  and 
(  Auiiust  Ut. 


1831 


1832. 


1833. 


(June  7th 97  1 

1824.  <  July  2d 95^ 

(  Auj^ust  9th 90 

(June  2lst 100 

1825.  .^  July  22d 100 

(  Aui^ust  I5th 94i 

(June  3d 94^ 

1825.  <  J«ily  13lli 95i 

(  August  2d 90i 

(June  20lh 90 

1827.  ^  July  3d 96^ 

Au;|ust  6th 99 

"                         .9!ii 
id  25,  each. 955 
.96 
(  JuMe20tU 92i 

1829.  Wuly  23d 98^ 

(  August  14th 92i 

(June  I6th 93 

1830.  <  July  27th 97 

(August  16th 94 

Average  heat  of  each  month  for  ten  years. 


June  3d 96^ 

Julv23d 9Gi 

Au<iustl7tli 93i 

June  25  and  26,  each. 9li 

July7ih 93 

Aui;ust7ih 93i 

June  15ili 90 

Julv22d 94 

Auuust  I5th 89 

f  July  7th 9li 

I  July  lOih 96 

I  July  8th 98 

,„.  J  July9ih 98i 

^^34-^  j„lyi6ih 98 

Julv24th 99 

July  25th 97i 

^August5lh 95i 


Years. 

June. 

Jidil, 

Jluzfist. 

1824 

81.3 

86.2 

79.8 

1823 

84.6 

88.7 

81.7 

1825 

82.5 

85.4 

82.7 

1827 

80.2 

85.3 

84.5 

1828 

87.0 

87.1 

85.8 

1829 

80.1 

84.1 

83.3 

1830 

80.3 

87.9 

83.0 

1831 

85.6 

86.9 

85.4 

1832 

80.3 

84.9 

82.7 

1833 

77.0 

83.7 

81.1 

1834 

81.4 

89.5 

On  Tuesday,  the  8lh  of  July,  between  one  and  two  o'clock, 
the  thermometer  rose  to  lOOi.  Ou  Tuesday,  August  5,  at  half 
past  one  o'clock,  it  stood  100^  degree?,  being  the  wannest  day 
this  season. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United   States  June  11. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the 
joint  resolution   reported  by  the  select  committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in  reference  to  the 
election  of  president  and  vice  president. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  as  follows: 
Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  tiie  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  &.c.  That  the  following  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states;  which,  when  ratified  by  ihe  legislatures  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  Slates,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
as  part  of  the  constitution: 

That,  hereafter,  liie  president  and  vice  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  rflspective  states 
in  the  manner  following:  Each  state  shall  be  divided,  by  the  le- 
gislature tiiereof,  into  districts  equal  in  number  to  the  whole 
number  of  senators  and  representalivf>s  to  which  such  stale 
may  be  entitled  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States;  the  said 
districts  (o  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  to  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  entitled  to  be 
represented  under  the  constitution,  and  to  be  laid  off,  for  the 
first  time,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  amendment; 
and,  afterwards,  at  the  session  of  the  legislature  next  ensuing 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  by  the  congress  of  the 
United  States.  Tiiat,  on  the  first  Thursd.iy,  and  succeeding; 
Friday  and  Saturday,  in  the  month  of  August  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six,  and  on  tiie  same  days  in 
every  fourth  year  thereafter,  the  citizens  of  each  stale  wlio  pos- 
sess the  quallficaiions  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  state  legislature,  shall  meet  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  vote  for  a  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States;  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  same  state  with  themselves;  and  tiie  person  re- 
ceiving the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  president,  and  the  one 
receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  vice  president,  in 
f.ach  district,  shall  be  holdeii  to  have  received  the  electoral  vote 
of  that  district;  which  fact  shall  be  immediately  certified  to  the 
governor  of  the  state,  to  each  of  the  senators  in  congress  troin 
such  state,  and  to  the  president  of  the  senate.  The  right  of  fix- 
ing the  places  in  the  districts  at  which  the  elections  shall  Im 
held,  the  manner  of  holding  them,  of  canvassing  the  votes,  of 
deciding  in  case  of  equality  of  votes  in  the  district,  and  certify- 
ing the  returns,  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  Iccislaturcs  of  the 
states.  Tlie  conirr^ss  of  ttie  United  States  shall  be  in  session 
on  the  second  Monday  in  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
fourth  year  thereafter;  and  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  the 


presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  shall,  as 
yooii  as  c<Miveiiient  and  practicable,  proceed  lo  open  all  the  cer- 
lificaies  and  returns,  and  the  electoral  votes  of  the  districts 
shall  be  iliert-upon  counted.  IMie  person  having  the  greatest 
numb(!r  of  votes  of  the  electoral  districts,  for  president,  shall  be 
president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  Ihe  wlK)le  number  of 
districts;  but  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  a  second 
elcclion  shall  be  lu'ld  on  lh«;  first  Tiiur.-day  and  succeeding  Fri- 
day and  Saluiday  in  the  month  of  December  then  next  ensuing, 
vvhicli  shall  be  confined  to  the  persons  having  received  the  two 
highest  numbers  for  the  ofiice  of  president  at  Ihe  preceding 
trial;  which  second  election  shall  be  conducted,  the  result  cer- 
tified and  the  voles  counted,  in  llie  :-!anie  manner  as  in  the  first; 
and  tiie  person  having  the  gnalesl  numlier  of  voles  for  presi- 
dent shall  be  the  pru'sideiit.  But  if  two  or  more  persons  shall 
have  received  ihe  greatest  and  equal  number  o(  voles  at  the  se- 
cond election,  ihe  liouse  of  representatives  shall  choose  one  of 
them  for  president,  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
'J'lie  person  having  Ihe  greatest  number  of  votes  for  vice  presi- 
dent at  the  firL-t  election,  shall  be  vice  president,  rf  such  num- 
ber be  a  majority  of  ihe  whole  number  of  votes  given;  and  if  no 
person  have  such  majority,  and  i(  a  vice  president  shall  not  have 
been  elected,  then  a  sec(Mid  election  shall  take  place  between, 
and  lo  be  confined  to,  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  num- 
bers, on  the  same  days  that  the  second  election  is  held  for  the 
president,  and  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
for  vice  president  shall  be  the  vice  president;  but  if  two  or  more 
persons  shall  have  received  the  greatest  and  an  equal  number 
of  votes  in  the  second  election,  then  the  senate  shall  choose 
one  of  them  for  vice  president,  as  is  now  provided  in  the  con- 
stitution. But  when  a  second  election  by  the  people  shall  not 
be  necessary  for  the  office  of  president,  and  a  vice  president 
shall  not  have  been  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  districts,  then 
the  senate  shall  choose  a  vice  president  from  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  two  highest  numbers  in  the  first  election,  as  is  now  pre- 
scribed in  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Bibb  briefly  stated  the  character  of  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions,  which  provide  for  doing  away  with 
the  machinery  of  electors,  and  wilh  the  action  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 
Mr.  Benton  made  some  further  explanations. 
Mr.  Lei«h  adverted  to  the  difficulties  which  existed  in  the 
convention  on  this  subject.  It  was  still  a  most  difficult  ques- 
tion to  be  settled,  and  he  was  desirous  that  it  should  not  now 
he  taken  up,  as  it  must  necessarily  involve  much  discussion. 
There  is  not  a  stale  which  does  not  think  that  it  has  a  citizen 
fit  to  fill  the  office  of  president;  and  the  eflTect  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  to  produce  as  many  candidates  as  states,  and 
then  the  two  largest  states  would  give  the  highest  voles,  and 
the  president  must  be  selected  iroin  them:  He  feared,  also, 
that  these  resolutions  would  take  the  manaaemenl  of  the  presi- 
dential elections  out  of  the  hands  of  the  large  politicians,  and 
put  It  into  the  hands  of  small  politicians.  If  there  must  be  ma- 
nagement, he  would  rather  confide  it  to  the  large  politicians 
than  to  the  small  ones,  because  it  would  be  better  for  the  peo- 
ple. He  wished  that,  on  thi.s  subject,  mind  should  compare 
with  mind,  and  that  lime  would  be  allowed  for  ample  and  deli- 
berate examination,  tie  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  re- 
solutions on  the  table  for  the  present  session,  in  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  taken  up  at  a  more  convenient  time  for  conside- 
ration. He  indicated  his  senliments  lo  be  ralher  unfavorable 
to  the  resolutions,  as  the  convention  had  inslituled  the  electoral 
college  for  i!ie  purpose  of  preveiiliug  too  great  an  accumulation 
of  candidates. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  that  he  would  not  object  to  lay  the  resolutionsf 
on  the  table  for  a  few  days.  He  thought  that  public  opinion 
had  determined  the  machinery  of  electors  to  be  cumbrous  and 
unnecessary.  Wilh  the  same  general  views  of  Ihe  necessity  of 
placing  the  election  of  president  and  vice  president  on  a  more 
secure  foundation,  the  genileman  from  Virginia  and  he  had 
come  to  very  ditTerent  conclusions.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
election  is  at  present  controlled  by  the  petty  meddling  politi- 
cians of  the  country,  and  it  was  his  object  to  take  it  (ml  of  such 
hands.  He  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the  resolutions  pro- 
vided that  each  state  must  present  one  candidate  not  one  of  her 
citizens.  He  had  proposed  these  resolutions  at  the  conimence- 
meiit  of  the  session,  and  had  endeavored  to  get  them  brought 
forward.  He  was  willing  now  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  senate,  having  performed  his  duty. 

Mr.  .Benfon  said  he  should  not  object  to  let  the  resolutions 
lie  for  a  few  days;  but  as  the  resoliiiinns  now  proposed  were 
an  amendment  to  the  original  propositions,  some  progress  could 
he  made  if  the  question  were  now  taken  on  the  amendment. 
He  suggested  that,  if  the  propositions  were  sent  to  the  people, 
the  genileman  from  Virginia  would  have  to  vote  upon  them  as 
one  of  the  people  of  that  stale,  and  his  weight  of  opinion  would 
be  felt  in  the  state;  and  he,  therefore,  would  wish  thai  the  re- 
soUilions  be  sent  out  to  the  people,  who  are  prepared  to  adopt 
the  amendment.  He  ha(^  (ound  this  the  most  difficult  of  all  the 
queslions  he  had  to  meddle  with  since  he  became  a  public  man. 
illiad  been  found  heretofore  impossible  to  get  a  vote  upon  it. 
riie-e  rpsoliilion.s  were  No.  1  and  2  on  the  docket  of  this  ses- 
sion, and,  if  not  now  acted  on,  it  would  be  rendered  nugatory, 
not  only  for  this  session  but  this  cycle  of  presidential  elections. 
He  then  noticed  the  objections  to  the  present  system,  and  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  thai  the  mode  now  suggested  would  do 
away  with  caiicusses  and  conventions,  and  substitute  the  di- 
rect voice  of  the  people.    The  introduction  of  the  district  sys- 


4iil 


NILES'  REGISTER— AUG.   16,   1834— GACHEJVIIRE  SHAWLS. 


tern  would,  in  his  opinion,  break  the  force  of  the  great  stales  in 
the  elections. 

Mr.  Leigh  withdrew  any  objection,  so  far  as  the  vote  on  the 
amendment  was  concerned.  He  had  not  prepared  himself  to 
discuss  the  subject.  If  the  United  States  were  to  be  divided 
into  districts,  there  would  be  300  nominatini;  districts,  and  ifSO 
or  40  candidates  were  presented,  each  could  have  but  very  few 
votes.  In  discussing  a  subject  to  which  llie  mind  of  the  mover 
has  accustomed  itself  to  a  particular  view,  it  is  too  apt  to  over- 
look objections;  and  htnce  the  necessity  of  conferring  with 
other  minds. 

Mr.  Tyler  expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolutions  would  be 
now  laid  on  the  table.  He  preferred  the  original  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  wish  to  preserve  tiie  electoral  body;  but  he 
desired  to  preserve  the  federative  principle  in  the  constitution, 
by  leaving  it  to  the  states  to  determine  whether  they  would  vote 
by  districts  or  by  a  general  ticket.  These  features  were  pre- 
served by  the  original  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky; but  the  amendment  obliterated  all  state  bonndaties,  and 
dictated  a  course  of  action  as  if  we  were  a  nation,  and  not  a 
compact  of  states.  He  therefore  viewed  the  question  as  of  very 
great  importance.  He  asked  why  Georgia.  New  Jersey  and 
other  states,  were  to  be  permitted  to  retain  the  general  ticket 
system  in  their  elections  to  the  national  legislature,  while  this 
system  was  to  he  changed  in  reference  to  the  elections  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president. 

He  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

STEAM  STAGE  COACHES. 

We  learn  from  the  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  that  the 
steam  carriage  of  col.  Macerone,  to  run  on  the  common  roads 
in  England,  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 
don. It  travels  five  miles  in  18  minutes,  surmounting  with 
ease  considerable  acclivities,  and  leaving  in  the  distance  all  ve- 
hicles on  the  road.  It  can  be  immediately  stopped  and  turned 
to  a  hair's  breadth.  A  trial  of  another  steam  carriage  for  com- 
mon roads  built  by  Messrs.  Sharp,  Roberts  &  Co.  has  been 
made  at  Manchester.  With  50  passengers  it  travelled  six  miles 
in  20  minutes.  Another  steam  carriage  built  by  Mr.  Russell 
lias  commenced  running  between  Glasgow  and  Paisley.  It  dif- 
fers in  its  construction  from  the  above  mentioned,  and  performs 
well. 

In  connexion  with  the  above  facts  we  give  the  following 
sketch  of  some  remarks  made  recently  in  the  British  house  of 
commons: 

Sir  W.  Molesworth  presented  a  petition  for  an  alteration  in 
the  tolls  upon  steam  carriages   plying    upon  common   roads. 
The  honorable  baronet  stated  that  the  petition  was  from  Mr. 
Goldsworthy  Gurney,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  scientific 
world,  and  the  first  person  who  succeeded  in  effecting  locomo- 
tion on  common  roads.     With  excessive  patience  and  perse- 
verance he  had  overcome  the  various  mechanical  difficulties 
which  had  been  previously  considered   by  all  scientific  men, 
except  Dr.   Wallaston,   as    absolutely  insurmountable.     This 
gentleman  complained  that  the  legislature  had  thought  fit  to  in- 
sert in  the  various  road  bills,  clauses  laying  tolls  amounting  to 
prohibition  on  steam  carriages;  the  consequence  had  been,  that 
the  public  had  been  deprived  of  the  best  and  cheapest  means  of 
locomotion,  and  that  the  petitioner  himself  had  sacrificed  his 
time,  profession  and  fortune,  without  obtaining  the  just  reward 
of  his  important  discoveries.    The  causes  which  led  to  these 
prohibitory    enactments*  are    these:    The    first    long   journey 
pcrforined    by   Mr.    Gurney's   carriage    was   from   London   to 
Bath  and  back.     In  1831,  the  carriage  ran  between  Gloucester 
and  Cheltenham  for  four  months,  during  which  period  they  car- 
ried three  thousand  persons,  and  ran   four  thousand  miles;  the 
average  rate  of  speed  was  ten  miles  an  hour:  the  fare — with  a 
profit  to  the  proprietor — was  one  half  the  fare  of  ordinary  stage 
coaches;  there  occurred  no  accidents  or  delays  from  failure  of 
machinery.     The  agricultural  interest  became  alarmed  at  his 
success,  and  reasoned  in  the  following  lucid  manner:  Steam 
carriages,  it  was  said,  would  soon  supersede  carriages  drawn 
by  horses;  horse  labor  would  be  discontinued;  and  consequent- 
ly there  would  be  a  proportionate  diminution  in  the  demand  for 
oats;  farmers   would   be   ruined,  rents  would  fall.     To   avert 
these  anticipated  evils,  Mr.   Gurney's  carriage  was  violently 
stopped  by  the  trustees  of  the  Cheltenham   road,  and  a  vast 
number  of  road  bills  were  hurried  through  both  houses,  impos- 
ing tolls  upon  steam  cairinges  of  from  ten   to  twelve  times  the 
amount  levied  on  four  horse  coaches.     Mr.  Gurney  petitioned 
the  commons,  and  a  comnn'ttee  was  appointed  to  invostigate 
the  subject,  who  heard  the  evidence  given  on  the  subject  by  the 
first  statistical  and  engineering  authorities,     fn  consecpience  of 
the  report  of  that  committee,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  alter  the 
tolls,  which  bill  received  the  sanction  of  the  house  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  wi*dorn  of  the  upper  house,     [t  h;id  been  object 
ed  to  steam  carriage  locomotion  on  comnjon   roads,  that  the 
weight  of  tlie  engine  and  manner  in  vvliioli  the  wheels  produce 
locomotion  would  destroy  the  roads,  and   that  Ihf!  smoke  and 
noise  of  the  engine  would  be  a  public  nuisance.     Arr  extract  he 
would  read  from  the  report  of  the  committee  would  show  that 
such  a  description  of  locomotion   was  not  only  perfectly  feasi- 
ble and  worthy  of  ado[)tion,  but  that  all  the  objections  then 
made  were  groundless.     Th<'  report  says — 

"Sirflicient  evidence   has    been    addtrced    to   convince    your 
committee— 1.  That  carriages  can  be  propelled  by  steam  on 


common  roads  at  an  average  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour— Q.  That 
at  this  rate  they  have  conveyed  upwards  of  fourteen  passengers 
—3.  That  their  weiglit,  including  engine,  fuel,  water  and  at- 
tendants may  be  under  three  tons— 4.  That  they  can  ascend 
and  descend  hills  of  considerable  inclination  with  facility  and 
safety— 5.  That  they  are  perfectly  safe  for  passengers—G.  That 
they  are  not  (or  need  not  be,  if  properly  constructed)  nuisances 
to  the  public— 7.  That  they  will  become  a  speedier  and  cheaper 
mode  of  conveyance  than  carriages  drawn  by  horses— 8.  That 
as  they  admit  of  a  greater  breadth  of  tire  than  other  carriages, 
and  as  the  roads  are  not  acted  on  so  injurir>usly  as  by  the  feet 
of  horses  in  common  draught,  such  carriages  will  cause  less 
wear  of  roads  than  coaches  drawn  by  horses— 9.  That  rates  of 
toll  have  been  imposed  on  steam  carriages,  which  would  prohi- 
bit their  being  used  on  several  lines  of  road,  were  such  charges 
permitted  to  remain  unaltered." 

This  summary  would  convince  the  house  of  the  impolicy  of 
continuing  the  prohibitory  tolls,  by  means  of  which  the  nation 
would  for  a  time  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  which  would 
necessarily  result  from  employing  inanimate  instead  of  animate 
power.  It  might  be  confidently  predicted  that  steam  carriages 
would  roll  upon  all  the  roads  of  the  kingdom,  when  the 
names  of  those  whose  ignorance  and  petty  interests  had  in- 
duced them  to  oppose  this  all-important  invention  would  be 
forgotten.  That  in  a  country  which  owed  its  superiority  to  the 
successful  application  of  mechanical  skill  and  invention,  whose 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  fuel  enabled  its  inhabitants,  by  means 
of  inanimate  power,  to  produce  cheaper  than  any  other  nation 
on  the  earth,  to  whom,  consequently,  the  facilities  of  locomo- 
tion are  of  the  utmost  importance — that  in  such  a  country  pro- 
hibitory toils  on  steam  carriages  should  exist,  was  a  circum- 
stance of  which  au  enlightened  legislature  might  well  be 
ashamed. 

— »►>©  ®  ftXli-  ■ 

CACHEMIRE  SHAWLS. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Paris,  May  15,  to  the  editor  of  the 
New  York  Enquirer. 

Let  us  now  cast  a  coup  dail  on  a  branch  of  the  exposition  dea 
produits  de  I'  Industrie  Francaise,  which  may,  probably,  prove 
mteresting  to  your  numerous  readers.  Perchance  I  may  be  for- 
tunate enough  to  excite  a  little  curiosity  on  the  part  of  the  bet- 
ter half  of  the  creation,  whilst  I  eirdeavor  to  give  some  renseig- 
nements  concerning  cachemires,  both  Oriental  and  Gallic. 

Mr.  Rey,  a  celebrated  manufacturer  of  cachemire  Francait, 
wrote  a  book  in  the  year  18:27,  entitled  "Histoire  des  Chales;'' 
the  object  of  which  was,  no  doubt,  to  further  the  sale  of  his 
own  commodities.  Few  persons  read  the  book,  but  greater 
numbers  purchased  Mr.  Rey's  shawls,  which,  however,  were 
not  to  be  compared  with  those  now  exhibited.  However,  a  so- 
litary individual,  who  did  not — or  could  not,  perhaps — buy  a 
shawl,  read  the  hook;  and  the  following  is  an  anecdote  related 
therein  by  the  worthy  manufacturer. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  ladies,  he  says:  Be  it  known  to  you 
my  fair  countrywomen,  that  every  Indian  shawl  for  which  you 
pay  so  high  a  price,  is  second-hand,  and  that,  too  often,  it  has 
been  worn  by  some  Bayadere,  (Indian  dancing  girl),  and,  per- 
adventure,  the  said  Bayadere  has  been  affected  with  some  cu- 
taneous disease,  with  the  germs  of  which  the  cachemire  may 
have  become  saturated.  Let  me  inform  you  that  a  celebrated 
actress  died,  not  long  ago,  from  having  wrapped  herself  up  on 
quitting  a  bath,  in  an  Indian  shawl,  which  had  formerly  belong- 
ed to  a  Bayadere!  After  this,  do  as  you  may  think  fit,  as  to 
purchasing  India  shawls,  or  dancing  gir/s'  shawls,  for  there  is 
no  difference! 

The  moral  of  this  story  was,  that  a  well  bred  lady  should  not 
buy  any  sha.vis,  excepting  those  of  France;  and  above  all  things 
that  she  would  make  her  purchases  of  Mr.  Rey,  on  account  of 
his  pre-eminence  as  a  historian  and  manufacturer.  This  gen- 
tleman is  entitled  to  gratitude  on  account  of  his  past  efforts,  al- 
though he  has  thought  proper  of  late  to  allow  himself  to  be  sur- 
passed by  others;  and  if  we  might  venture  in  our  day,  to  offer  a 
word  of  advice  to  the  ladies,  we  should  say,  do  not  abstain  from 
becoming  possessed  of  India  shawls,  from  fear  of  evil  conse- 
quences in  point  of  health,  but  do  not  consent  to  pay  3,000  francs 
at  Bombay  or  Calcutta,  for  what  poor  French  girls  will  make 
for  you,  often  in  a  very  superior  manner,  for  600.  Buy  your 
cachemires  in  France,  in  order  to  give  work  to  those  pooj  girls, 
who  too  frequently  become  Bayaderes  merely  because  they  can- 
not get  employment:  and  if  such  be  the  case,  it  is  because  you 
send  to  Asia  for  your  shawls.  I  will  prove  to  you,  that  in  fol- 
lowing my  advice,  you  will  not  only  do  a  good  action,  but  that 
you  will  be  acting  prudently. 

An  India  shawl  is  a  remarkable  production,  especially  in 
point  of  solidity,  design  and  color.  Its  principal  advantage 
consists  in  the  beauty  of  its  border,  palms,  &.c.  &c.  which  never 
beconiK  uneven,  so  that  it  may  be  said  to  last  forevar,  if  the 
body  or  ground  thereof,  which  is  generally  of  a  light  texture,  be 
renewed  at  long  intervals.  For  a  long  time  it  was  deemed  im- 
possible to  discover  the  secret  of  the  embroidery;  but  it  was 
found  out,  many  years  ago,  and  several  ol  the  French  manufac- 
turers, at  the  head  of  vvhon>  must  be  placed  Messrs.  Girard  & 
Deneirsusse,  and  perhaps  also  Mr.  Isot,  Biake  shawls  espon- 
lines,  after  the  Indian  fashion,  with  wonderful  success.  The 
designs  are  the  same,  for  they  are  copied  from  those  of  India, 
the  tissue  is  similar,  since  the  hair  comrs  from  Cnrhemire;  and 
no  one  can  deny  that  the  workmanship  is  perfect.  The  French 
•achemires  are  besides  all  made  in  a  single  piece,  wliercas 


NiLES'  REGISTEK-AUG.   16,  1834— WOOL  TKADE. 


4S3 


lliose  of  India  have  invariably  several  seams— and  ynt  tlie  for- 
mer are  despised!  an  India  sliavvl  must  he  had!  an  India  shawl 
and  death!  for  according  to  IVIr.  Rey,  at  all  events  it  carrits 
death  to  the  pocUet  of  the  poor  hushands  who  are  uu  dissesyoir, 
or  being  forced  to  pay  3,000  francs,  I  repeat,  for  what  is  ottered 
liere  lor  600,  or  to  say  the  very  worst  1,'200  fiancs!  O!  woman 
(says  the  solitary  individual  who  had  read  IVlr.  llt;y's  ho()k),de 
ceiving  and  deceived  creatiin-— thou  intcllifienl  but  incompre 
liensible  being!  how  long  will  Ihou  patronise  the  Byaderes 
shawls? 

Now  allow  me  to  relate  another  anecdote,  which  is  not,  how- 
ever, in  Mr.  Rey's  book.  A  few  days  ago  one  of  these  India 
shawls  was  so  perfectly  imitated  thai  it  gave  rise  to  a  singular 
adventure.  The  copy  was  placed  in  ihc  same  shop,  by  the  side 
of  the  original.  The  price  of  the  real  cachemire  was  3,000 
francs,  that  of  the  other  1,000.  A  fashionable  lady  entered— 
"O:  what  superb  India  shawls,"  said  she,  "I  must  have  tins— 
what  is  the  price.'"'  "A  thousand  francs  Madame."  "Very 
well,  I'll  take  it  with  me  in  the  carriage."  A  few  days  after- 
wards, having  learnt  that  her  shawl  was  of  French  manulac- 
ture,  and  that  she  had  missed  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  a 
real  cachemire,  the  lady  went  back  to  the  shop  in  great  agiia- 
lion — was  appeased  upon  finding  that  the  dear  India  shawl  was 
still  unsold — made  the  exchange,  and  was  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  paying  3,000  francs.  There  are  some  most  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  French  cachemires  at  the  exposition,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  decide  as  to  which  manufacturer  has  dis 
played  the  greatest  taste.  Success,  then,  to  French  shawls! 
and,  as  a  present  of  a  cachemire  is  de  rige^ir,  on  matrimonial 
occasions,  we  will  hope  that  the  brilliant  display  at  the  exposi- 
tion may  induce  every  young  lady,  (or  her  mamma),  who  may 
he  upon  the  point  of  enteiing  upon  the  holy  state  to  stipulate 
that  her  bridal  present  shall  be  a  cachemire  Francaise. 

THE  WOOL  TRADE. 
Boston  is  the  great  wool  market  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
following  article  from  the  ''Courier"  of  the  4th  instant,  will  in- 
terest many  of  our  readers: 

The  prices  of  wool  have  recently  been  the  subject  of  many 
paragraphs  in  the  newspapers  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
That  the  prices  ofthis  article  have  been  depressed  considerably 
to  what  they  were  last  year,  we  think  can  hardly  be  doubled. 
Whether  this  be  owing  to  greater  quantities  in  the  mutkut,  or 
to  the  operations  of  speculators,  we  cannot  say.  It  would  seem 
loan  impartial  and  intelligent  observer,  that  the  sales  of  ma- 
chinery and  the  discontinuance  of  many  large  factories,  afford- 
ed, at  least,  a  pretty  strong  indication  that  the  business  of  ma- 
nufacturing had  not  been  carried  on  with  much  profit.  And  if 
the  tnanufactiirers  give  up  their  business  and  purchase  no  more 
of  the  raw  material,  a  most  natural  conclusion  would  be  that 
the  prices  of  that  material  would  be  somewhat  lower  than 
when  it  was  in  brisk  demand. 

The  editor  of  this  paper  does  not  profess  to  be  a  merchant  or 
a  manufacturer,  and  claims  no  better  or  more  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  state  of  the  markets  than  every  man  may  acquire, 
who  reads  the  newspapers  and  the  prices-current,  and  hears 
the  remarks  of  men  of  business.  Oar  revieiv  of  the  market  is 
prepared  by  an  intelligent  commission  merchant,  who  enjoys 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  review,  and  he,  and  he  alone,  is  responsible 
for  its  accuracy— always  saving  and  excepting  typopraphical 
blunders  and  mistakes.  We  know  of  no  inducement  he  can  pos- 
sibly have  to  misrepresent  the  actual  condition  of  the  markets, 
in  wool,  or  any  other  article  of  trade.  His  business  is  to  collect 
information,  and  his  intention  is  to  impart  it  to  the  readers  of 
the  Courier,  witliout  partiality  to  the  peculiar  business  of  any 
class  of  citizens,  or  any  desire  to  favor  the  speculations  of  im- 
porters, producers,  venders  or  purchasers,  or  the  interests  of 
any  one  description  of  persons  to  the  injury  of  any  other. 

Our  price  current  is  frequently  quoted  in  the  country  papers, 
and  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  article  of  wool  is  often 
censured  and  its  accuracy  doubled.  It  is  not  always  treated  in 
the  fairest  or  most  generous  manner — not  unfrequently  the  topic 
of  a  petulant  and  sneering  paragraph;  and,  at  last,  has  been 
charged,  rather  significantly,  with  political  corruption.  We 
have  been  accused  of  misrepresenting  the  state  of  the  wool 
market,  and  keeping  back  the  actual  prices,  for  political  pur- 
poses. Take,  for  example,  the  following  from  the  Augusta 
Age — a  paper,  whose  political  character  will  be  sufficiently  ma- 
nifest to  the  reader,  without  the  index  of  our  opinion: 

'^Price  of  wool.  There  appears  to  be  a  settled  determination 
on  the  part  of  those  Boston  papers  upon  which  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  rely  for  information  as  to  the  wool  market,  to 
exclude  the  article  from  their  prices  current,  the  Morning 
Post,  being  the  only  Boston  paper  which  we  have  seen  that 
gives  actual  quotations.  Wliether  this  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  manufacturers  and  wool  dealers  have  comhined  to  keep 
secret  the  prices,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  wool-growers 
and  inducing  them  to  part  with  their  wool  at  less  than  its  true 
value,  or  whether  the  Courier,  Advertiser  and  other  Boston 
papers  are  so  much  under  the  control  of  the  manufacturers  that 
they  dare  not  report  the  jtctual  state  of  the  wool  market,  we 
know  not.  We  are  however  satisfied  that  wool  is  now  and  for 
some  weeks  has  been  selling  to  the  manufacturer  at  a  much 
HIGHER  PRICE  thaii  our  farmers  are  aware  of— and  we  have  no 
doubt,  through  the  st\idied  silence  of  the  Boston  papers,  aided 
by  the  delusive  staiementa  of  the  Portland  Advertiser,  Ken- 


nebec Journal,  and  other  "panic"  papers,  who  have  evinced 
so  mu(  h  willingness  to  yjeece  the  wool-growcrs  to  effvci  their 
political  designs,  that  thousands  of  dollars  have  beendraivri  from 
the  farmers  of  Maine,  and  put  into  the  pockets  ol  tlie  wool- 
buyers  and  manufacturers." 

For  whatever  statenients  the  farmers  and  wool  growers  of 
Maine  have  received  from  the  journals  of  that  state,  or  any 
other  i)lace,  we  are  not  aecountiit)le.  How  far  the  Boston  pa- 
papers  are  charg<;ibl(!  willi  "delusive  slannients,"  we  answer 
lor  none  but  our  own;  and  to  all  who  know  the  compiler  of  our 
review,  his  character  is  a  snfiicient  refutation  of  the  mean  and 
paltry  calumny  implied  in  the  quotation  from  the  Age.  in  or- 
der, however,  to  saiisly  any  honorable  men,  who  may  be  led 
by  such  vile  political  slang-wanging  to  imagine  that  we  have 
given  currency  to  "delusive  staiernents,"  or  that  we  have  sup- 
pressed information  in  our  possession,  Mr.  White  has,  at  our 
request,  obtained  from  one  of  the  largest  wool  dealing  houses 
in  the  city,  the  following  statement — 

Sales  of  wool,  made  by  a  hou*e  in  this  city,  largely  engaged 
in  the  wool  trade,  since  May  1,  1834,  amounting  to  over  300,000 
pounds. 

3,000  pounds  Saxcmy  fleeces,  at  70  cents  per  pound;  for  the 
same  lot  of  wool,  90  cents  was  refused  l.Tst  autumn. 

44,000  pounds  mixed  Saxony,  57^  a  60  ceiits;  the  same  de- 
scription brought  last  season,  70  a  75  cents  per  pound. 

50,000  pounds  three  quarters  to  full  blood,  51  a  52  cents  per 
pound:  the  same  description  brought  last  season,  62i  a  65  cents. 

70,000  pounds  three  quarters  to  full  blood  49  a  50  cents;  the 
same  description  brought  last  season,  60  a  62^  cents  per  pound. 

15,000  pounds  thtee-quarters  to  full  blood,  at  50  cents;  the 
same  description  brought  last  season,  60  a  62  cents  per  pound. 

30,000  pounds  common  and  low  grade,  35  a  38  cetits;  the  same 
descri|)Iion  brought  last  season,  47  a  50  cents. 

28,000  pounds  half  blood,  at  41^  cents— This  identical  lot  cost 
in  this  market  last  fall,  51  cents  per  pound. 

Of  pulled  wools,  26,000  pounds  superfine,  part  southern  wool, 
at  47  a  50  cents;  the  same  description  sold  last  season  at  65  a 
60  cents. 

45,000  pounds  No.  1,  do.  at  40  a  45  cents  per  pound;  the  same 
description  sold  last  season  at  47  a  .52|^  cents. 

It  should  be  observed  and  remembered,  that  the  prices  in  this 
statement  are  the  prices  which  the  wool  dealer  gets  from  the 
manufacturer.  When  he  adjusts  his  account  with  the  owner 
of  the  W'Ool,  there  is  a  charge  for  storage,  a  charge  for  guaran- 
tee, a  commission  and  the  intere.-t  on  a  credit  of  six  or  eight 
months,  which,  altogether,  reduce  the  price,  to  the  owner  of  the 
wool,  at  least  ten  per  cent. 

We  shall  not  take  upon  ourselves  the  responsibility  of  advis- 
ing the  farmers  and  wool  growers  to  sell  their  stock  or  withhold 
it.°  They  will,  if  they  partake  of  the  ordinary  attributes  of  hu- 
man nature,  get  as  much  as  they  can  for  their  wool;  and  the 
manufacturers,  acting  from  similar  motives,  will  purchase  as 
low  as  they  can.  Our  price  current  is  not  under  the  control  of 
either  party.  If  both  can  be  benefited  by  the  facts  it  contains, 
and  the  remarks  of  an  intelligent  merchant,  our  object  will  be 
attained.  If  unprincipled  politicians  or  cross-grained  and  ill- 
natured  editors  choose  to  make  use  of  it  to  create  panics,  to 
excite  distrust,  or  promote  other  purposes  that  cannot  be  ef- 
fected by  fair  and  honorable  trade,  the  consequences  must  rest 
with  them. 


The  United  States  Gazette,  speaking  on  this  subject,  says — 

Considerable  interest  has  been  occasioned  by  the  state  of  the 
wool  market  in  this  country;  and  particularly  from  the  fact  that 
agents  have  been  sent  out  from  England  "wool  gathering" 
among  our  farmers.  The  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  thia 
article  is  one  of  the  results  of  the  "experiment"  and  the  ad- 
vantages secured  to  the  foreign,  over  our  own  manufacturers,  is 
another. 

We  recently  informed  our  readers  of  extensive  purchases, 
through  the  state  of  Now  York,  made  by  European  agents  at 
fifty  cents  per  pound,  which  our  own  manufacturers  would, 
under  other  circumstances,  have  been  able  to  purchase  at  a 
considerable  advance.  The  evidence  of  this  is  afforded  in  the 
fact  that  last  year  the  same  quality  of  wool  sold  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  pound.  Every  where  else  the  demand  for  this  im- 
portant staple,  is  favorable. 

The  following  is  from  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger  of  the  29th 
June. 

"The  sales  of  wools  already  announced  are  very  nearly  6,000 
bales  in  amount.  The  produce  of  choice  flocks  in  Australia  on 
Thursday  realized  from  3s.  4d.  to  3s.  ll^d.  per  lb.  for  the  finest 
fleeces,  and  from  2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  2(f.  for  the  second  qualities. 
Other  wools  from  the  same  colony  did  not  obtain  such  advanc- 
ed rates,  generally  ranging  between  Is.  lOrf.  to  2s.  ]\d.  per  lb. 
The  Van  Deman's  Land  wools  sold  on  Thur.-day  were  purchas- 
ed pretty  eagerly  at  prices  from  Is.  lOd.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  The 
sale  amounted  to  1,000  bales.  The  first  of  the  present  series  of 
sales  commenced  on  Wednesday,  when  1,042  bales  of  wool 
were  sold,  chiefly  consisting  of  colonial  wools,  and  although 
the  qualities  were  not  generally  good,  the  prices  obtained  weie 
higher  than  anticipated,  Anstraliaii  fleeces  selling  at  2s.  4d.  to  2f. 
8d.  per  lb.  for  the  hiirher  qualiiies,  and  others  from  Is.  4d.  to  2s. 
per  lb.  inferior  Van  Dieman's  Land  wools  obiainedjfrom  Is.lo^d. 
per  lb.  for  the  low,  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  the  finer  sorts.  The 
remainder  of  the  sales  are  expected  lo  gooff  well  there  being  so 
much  demand  for  wools,  the  produce  of  our  colonies,  among 
the  mauafacturers.    The  deniaud  for  it  is  increasing  abroad. 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES— coNTiNtJED. 


Maine 

N.  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  [sland 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware , 

Maryland 

Virginia , 

N.  Carolina 

•S.  Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan  territory... 

Louisiana /. 

Missouri ; 

Arkansas  territory... 
District  of  Columbia. . 
Florida 


297,315 

246, 62y 

519,244 

84,624 

274,539 

272,369 

1,438,573 

287,300 

1,080,121 

81,394 

418,466 

1,120,815 

638,825 

498,140 

329,202 

650,417 

458,021 

90,792 

576,890 

171,640 

73.692 

23;810 

172,251 

104,075 

36,034 


2  a. 


9,964,178 


30 

15 

10 

10 

5 

25 

50 

17 

33i 

12 

10 

15 

15 

20 

30 

60 

75 

125 

150 
700 
600 
500 
125 

500 

50 


3 


298,335 

244,161 

523,287 

83,059 

275,248 

235,764 

1,372,812, 

277,575 

1,049,398 

72,749 

407,350 

1,065,366 

638,829 

490,309 

340,989 

564,317 

422,813 

75,448 

127,901 

581,434 

147,178 

55,211 

8,896 

153,407 

66,586 

14,273 

33,039 


^-S 


:  C3 


9,660,765 


30i' 
13i 
lOf 

?l 

8l 
43  j 
13 
29i'| 

0' 

7 

9f 

15  I 

21 

35 

38f! 

61i! 


151| 

83i 
349  j 

86f 
I03i 

219  j 

37i' 


372,919 
280,785 
575,616 
91,365 
289,048 
271,129 
2,031,762 
319,211 1 
1,343,229 
78,569 ! 
435,873 
1,161,250 
715,488| 
578,151 
426,236 
733,612 
570,798 
105,627 
337,500 
988,437 
331,150 
193,238 
53.376 
199,429 
166,465 
85.638 
42,951 


12,778,812 


25 
15 
10 
10 
5 
15 
48 
15 
28 
8 
7 
9 
12 
15 
25 
SO 
35 
40 
125 
70 
125 
250 
500 
30 
150 
500 
30 


'^J^ 


399,455 
269,328 
610,408 
97,199 
297,625 
280,652 
1,918,608 
320,823 
1,348,233 
76,748 
447,040 
1,211,405 
737,987 
581,185 
516,823 
687,917 
681,905 
136,621 
309,.527 
937,903 
343,031 
157,445 
31,639 
215,739 
140,455 
30,388 
39.834 
34;730 


12,866,020 


33^ 
10 
16^ 
17 
8 

18^ 
41 
15i 
28i 
5i- 
9i- 
13i 
I5i 
I5i 
51  i 
21,=- 
61i 
44 

10611 
601 

133 

183 

255. 
39^ 

109i 

112^ 
20A 


i^ 


W  —  o 


519,266 

30 

296,260 

10 

701,969 

15 

111,778 

15 

321,489 

8 

322,755 

15 

2,558,144 

33} 

368,946 

15 

1,712,255 

27 

80,588 

5 

487,283 

9 

1,356,773 

12 

863,364 

17 

650,927 

12 

723.952 

40 

825,500 

2a 

988,759 

45 

204,931 

50 

557,148 

80 

1,403,826 

50 

686,062 

100 

393,612 

150 

110,736 

250 

280,47^6 

30 

224,728 

60 

60,776 

100 

45,709 

15 

52,095 

50 

16,899,6931 

Whole  population . 

(1790) 3,929,326 

The  rate  of  increase  from  1790  to  1800— was  34^  percent (1800) .^,303,666 

1800  to  1810  36^         "        (1810) 7,239,903, 

1810  to  1820  33^         "         (1820) 9,660,765, 

*  1820  to  1830  35}         "         (1830). .  .12,866,020 

Estimated  1830  to  1840  31^^         "        (supposed  in  1840). .  .16,899,693 

Plausible  reasons,  we  think,  may  be  assigned  for  these  differences  in  the  rates  of  increase.  The  period  from  1800 
to  1810  was  one  of  great  commercial  prosperity,  except  in  the  two  last  years;  that  from  1810  to  1820  took  in  the 
•war,  a  season  of  wild  speculation,  the  reign  of  "rag-money,"  great  changes  in  the  value  and  possession  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  ruin  or  bankruptcy  of  scores  of  thousands  of  the  better  part  of  the  population;  that  from  1820  to  1830 
was  one  of  general  prosperity,  in  tiie  restoration  of  a  sound  currency,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  and  of 
internal  improvements,  the  i)ursuit  of  a  liberal  commerce,  and,  moi-e  than  all,  in  a  steady  demand  and  high  prices 
for  labor,  except  in  the  two  first  yeai's  of  the  ten.  But  we  have  estimated  the  increase  from  1830  to  1840  at  only 
31^  per  cent,  for  the  reverse  of  those  causes  which  added  so  largely  to  our  population  in  the  two  prosperous  periods, 
above  spoken  of.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  observe,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  prosperity  advances,  and  adversity 
retards  population — 'the  first  encouraging  marriages,  by  relieving  persons  of  the  fear  of  having  families  to  support, 
and  the  second  by  discouraging  marriages,  because  of  stinted  means  or  an  apprehended  want  of  steady  and  profit- 
able employment. 

We  have  given  the  estimates  that  we  made  in  1816  for  1820,  and  in  1822  for  1830.  The  first  estimate  differs  from 
the  real  amount  in  being  303,413  more;  but  the  second  estimate  is  less  than  the  real  amount  in  the  sum  of  98,208 
—which  was  a  very  good 'guess.  In  the  location  of  people,  some  of  the  estimates  approached  the  real  amounts 
■with  singular  nearness — in  others  large  differences  exist;  the  latter  are  generally  in  the  new  states.  Yet  in  these, 
as  in  the  others,  we  have  again  attempted  prospective  estimates  of  their  population,  according  to  present  ap- 
pearances of  things.  But  to  those  who  know  the  sudden  and  powerful  changes  that  take  place  in  the  citrrents  of 
emigration,  it  is  needless  to  reu)ark  that  these  particular  estimates  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  whatever  opinion  may 
be  formed  of  the  aggregate  made  out.  And  events  may  happen  that  will  hereafter  induce  us  to  add  from  500, 000^ 
to  a  million  of  persons  to  tliis  supposed  aggregate. 

Of  the  supposed  amount  of  the  population  in  1840,  somevvhere  about  2,550,000  will  be  slaves — their  number  io 
1*830  having  been  2,009,050;  in  1820—1,531,436;  1810—1,191,364;  1800—896,849;  1790—697,697.  Our  estimate 
for  1830,  made  in  1822,  was  that  the  slaves  would  have  an  aggregate  of  1,962,000,  or  less  than  the  real  amount 
in  47,000.  The  rules  then  used  will  give  nearly  the  number  just  above  suggested — 2,550,000.  If  the  present  de- 
mand and  price  of  cotton,  however,  continues,  the  number  will  rather  be  greater  than  less.  The  laws  for  their 
increase  are  the  same  as  those  for  free  persons. 

Ft  appears  almost  certain  that  (he  population  of  the  United  States  will  be  considerably  more  than  quadrupled  in 
half  a  century— from  1790  to  1840. 

We  did  intend  here  to  liave  offered  many  facts  and   speculations  on  population — but  they  must  be  deferred;  for 
from  the  long  continued  heat,  or  some  other  cause,  we  are  unfitted  to  work  in  statistics,  though  generally  feeling 
great  pleasuie  in  them. 
Vol..  XLVI— Sifi.  29. 
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We  briefly  mentioned  in  our  last,  a  great  outrage  com- 
mitted at  Ciiarlestown,  Massachusetts,  which  ended  in 
the  conflagration  of  the  Ursuline  convent,  in  that  town — 
and  certain  riots  that  liad  happened  in  Philadelpliia;  and 
now  present  many  particulars  respecting  the  former  with 
an  account  of  tlie  proceedings  had  on  the  subject — and 
copy  full  accounts  of  the  second  and  third  night's  mobs 
in  Fliiiadelphia,  being  merely  repetitions  of  the  outrages 
conuiiitted  in  the  jftrst. 

Does  it  not  appear  that  the  character  of  our  people 
has  sutTered  a  considerable  change  for  the  worse?  If 
so — what  is  the  cause?  We  fear  tliat  the  moral  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  has  been  rendered  less  serisitive  than  it 
was — that  a  spirit  of  force,  in  certain  cases,  has  begotten 
it  in  others,  Tiie  saying  of  the  sage,  that  "trutii  is  a 
victor  without  violence,"  is  passing  into  disrepute,  and 
sober  and  peaceable  inchviduals  are  called  upon  to  de- 
fend their  own  personal  rights,  or  those  of  their  neigh- 
bors, by  the  '■'■ultima  ratio  regain'''' — the  last  reason  of 
kings,  or  that  of  force — -instead  of  relying  upon  the  whole- 
some and  quiet  operations  of  the  law  "round  the  standard" 
of  which  every  citizen  ought  to  rally,  and  all  respect. 
We  shall  not  "return  railing  for  railing,"  nor  condemn 
a  population  en  masse  for  acts  which  nineteen-twentieths, 
if  not  ninety-nine  hundredths,  most  sincerely  reprobate — 
as  happened  to  the  population  oi  Baltimore,  in  1812,  the 
year  of  the  declaration  of  war  against  England — but 
would  recommend  charity  to  all  classes  of  persons,  wher- 
ever located,  and  that  the  bad  acts  of  a  few  shall  not  be 
plead  against  the  good  conduct  of  the  many.  Nor  is  it 
easy,  in  a  country  like  ours,  to  repel  the  exercise  of  il- 
legal force  by  the  use  of  an  authorised  force — for  public 
opinion  is  against  it;  and  we  have  but  a  small  automaton 
power,  in  hired  soldiers,  to  act  on  such  occasions — and 
would  hope  that  we'neveri  may  have  such  uses  for  them. 
But  many  late  events — such  as  murderous  riots  on  the 
lines  of  our  rail  roads  and  canals  of  foreign  origin,  and 
in  some  of  our  cities  of  domestic  production,  shew  the 
necessity  of  an  organized  military  power  sufficient  to 
overawe,  or  suppress,  acts  like  those  now  recorded,  or 
those  whioli  happened  in  New  York,  and  at  other  places, 
not  long  ago.  Our  militia  laws,  in  general,  are  grossly 
defective,  if  not  ridiculous  in  their  operation — but  it 
■would  seem  that  measures  might  be  adopted  by  which 
volunteer  corps  could  be  encouraged  to  keep  themselves 
in  readiness  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  in  maintaining 
the  supremacy  of  the  law,  when  required.  And  this 
seems  manifest,  that  a  certain  degree  of  discipline  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  render  a  body  of  men  either  pru- 
dently defensive  or  effectually  offensive,  on  any  occasion. 
Mobs  easily  recognise  leaders,  and  yield  obedience — but 
not  so  with  citizens;  and  it  is  much  easier  to  destroy  than 
to  save.  And  who  is  safe,  if  such  things  are  permitted  to 
pass  unpunished?  We  hope  for  an  example  in  Massachu- 
setts— we  have  entire  faith  in  the  integrity  of  her  judges 
and  the  firmness  of  her  executive,  that  persons  arrested 
and  found  guilty  of  participating  in  the  late  outrages  at 
Charlestown,  will  suffer  the  severest  penalties  that  belong 
to  the  foul  crime  of  arson — and  are  glad  to  learn  that  the 
work  of  finding  out  the  wretches  has  been  commenced 
with  satisfactory  energy  and  zeal.  So  also  at  Philadel- 
phia— but  xvhy  the  mobs  in  this  city,  we  have  yet  to 
learn.  The  blacks  have  suffered  cruelly,  and  submitted 
with  much  patience — but  if  they  had  resisted,  or  should 
retaliate — 'Vi^hat  then? 

An  interesting  correspondence  has  taken  place  and  is 
inserted  in  a  subsequent  page,  between  certain  anti-ma- 
sons of  Massachusetts,  and  gov.  Davis. 

Under  the  proper  head,  will  be  found  brief  notices  of 
the  late  elections,  so  far  as  accounts  have  reached  us. 

It  will  be  seen  in  our  abstract  of  the  latest  foreign 
news,  that  the  "Grey  ministry"  has  been  dissolved  by  tlie 
resignation  of  lord  Grey,  and  others — the  causes  of  winch 
we  have  also  briefly  stated. 

The  speeches  of  lords  Grey,  J3rovff/in7n  a.nd  others,  on 
this  occasion,  possess  much  interest  to  those  who  clo9el3' 
examine  the  proceedings  had  in  Great  Britain;  but  we 
cannot  give  them.  Lord  Grey  in  his  speech  announcing 
his  own  resignation,  stated  thathe  had  completed  his  70th 
year  In  March  last,  and,  deprived  of  the  assistance  that  he 


had  had  from  those  who  had  previously  resigned,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  oflice — and  he 
spoke  of  the  great  measures  which  had  been  effected  dur- 
ing the  period  of  bis  administration;  and  also  stated  that 
himself  and  his  relations  who  had  been  appointed  to  oflSce, 
instead  of  carrying  away  any  of  the  public  money,  would 
leave  the  public  service  poorer  than  they  entered  it. 

The  president  had  a  severe  bilious  attack  on  his  way 
to  I'ennessee,  but  the  "Globe"  says  that  he  bad  entirely 
recovered  from  it.  He  reached  the  Hermitage  on  the 
5th,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend  a  public  festival 
at  Nashville  on  the  13th  inst.  The  "Globe"  attributes 
the  disease  to  the  stagnant  water  that  has  been  formed  in 
the  '■'■president's  grounds,''''  (which  used  to  be  called  the 
grounds  of  the  president's  house),  by  the  embankment  of 
the  canal.  If  the  waters  have  there  become  stagnant,  the 
nuisance  ought  to  be  immediately  abated. 

The  Frederick  "Examiner"  of  the  13th  August,  inst, 
quoted  the  wagon  price  of  flour,  at  Baltimore,  on  that 
day,  at  $5  @  5  12^  and  said  that  on  the  corresponding 
day  of  1833,  the  price  at  Baltimore  was  $6 — in  1832, from 
6  25  to  6  37,  per  barrel.  That,  for  the  corresponding 
week,  in  1832,  the  inspection,  at  Baltimore,  was  8,461 
bbls.  and  in  1838,  10,916;  but  in  the  week  of  this  year 
only  6,517.  So  it  appears  that  the  large  supplies  ob- 
tained much  belter  prices  than  the  short  one. 

The  same  paper  of  the  20th  inst.  says,  the  price  of 
flour  at  Baltimore  (Me  market),  is  still  $5  12^.  In  the 
corresponding  week  last  year  it  was  $6;  in  1832,  $6^.  A 
generally  reduced  price  of  more  than  one  dollar  per  bar- 
rel is  shewn  against  the  farmers,  in  the  present  year. 

The  war  against  the  manufacturing  industry  and  na- 
vigating interests  of  the  eastern  people,  with  the  de- 
ranged state  of  business  in  consequence  of  the  derange- 
ment of  the  currency,  has  thrown  those  who  were  our  best 
customers  for  flour  more  or  less  upon  their  own  resources, 
and  much  diminished  the  demand  for  southern  bread 
stuffs. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  late  flattering  prospects  of 
the  corn  crops  are  no  longer  indulged.  The  long  drought 
and  continued  heat,  have,  as  it  were,  burned  up  vast 
quantities  of  the  growing  grain.  Kain  has  not  fallen  at 
many  places  round  us,  for  4  or  6  weeks. 

One  of  the  new  locomotives  that  has  been  prepared  for 
the  Baltimoi'e  and  Ohio  rail  road,  (and  several  are  getting 
ready),  lately  drew  108  tons,  18  crut.  exclusive  of  the  en- 
gine and  tender,  around  some  of  the  shortest  curves  of 
the  road,  and  up  acclivities  of  20  feet  in  the  mile,  at  the 
rate  of  12  miles  an  hour.  The  use  of  horses  on  this  road, 
except  at  the  inclined  planes,  will,  probably,  soon  be  dis- 
pensed with.  These  locomotives  are  constructed  by  the 
company,  and  will  all  use  anthracite  coal.  They  are 
highly  spoken  of.  There  have  been  times  when  the  bu- 
siness of  the  road  a  little  exceeded  the  means  of  the  com- 
pany to  give  it  despatch — but  with  6  or  8  engines,  always 
ready  for  operation,  the  utmost  promptitude  may  be  ex- 
pected, both  on  this  road,  and  on  the  road  to  Washing- 
ton, wiiich  latter  is  very  i-apidly  making,  and  in  the  best 
manner. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  reduced  amount  of  labor  ex- 
pended in  performing  the  usual  business  of  agricul- 
ture, in  consequence  of  improved  instruments  and  tools, 
new  roads  and  canals,  and,  generally,  in  the  march  of 
scientific  knowledge  and  power.  But  the  end  is  not  yet 
— nay,  not  the  "beginning  of  the  ending,"  by  any  means! 

The  bite  improvements  of  the  steam  engine,  and  others 
that  may  be,  with  a  moral  certainty,  expected,  will  make 
them  more  common  among  our  fai-mers  than  thrashing 
machines  yet  are  in  any  ])art  of  the  country  in  which 
they  are  noiu  most  used;  and  we  think  it  not  at  all  extra- 
vagant to  believe,  that  gi-ass  will  be  cut  and  hay  made- 
lands  be  ploughed  and  reaped- — grain  be  thrashed  and 
cleaned,  and  then  sent  to  the  mill,  and  the  market,  by 
steam!  For  it  seems  clear  that  almost  any  ordinary 
operation  wliich  can  be  performed  by  horse-power,  may 
be  accomplished  by  steam  locomotive  power.  And  with 
the  same  engine  which  performs  the  operations  suggest- 
ed, and  others  not  now  (h-eamt  of,  the  farmer's  wife  will 
have  her  clothes  washed  while  it  is  grinding  grain  for  fa» 
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mily  use,  or  performing  other  common  purposes,  such 
as  drawing  out  iron  to  make  plougli  shares  or  horse 
slioes!^ — tor  the  engine,  hch)'^  locomoUve,  may  be  jjlaced 
in  ai»y  convenient  position,  alter  a  little  preparation  ot 
the  road  over  wliieh  it  is  to  travel.  We  sli;\ll  not  at- 
tempt to  place  limits  to  the  uses  of  steam — nor  do  we  be- 
lieve that  the  best  engines  have  a  nearness  to  llie  perfec- 
tion that  will  be  arrived  at — a  lew  years  hence. 

Good  roads  first,  and  tiien  rail  roads  and  canals,  have 
also  made  a  great  revolution  in  the  business  and  labor  of 
agriculturists  in  regard   to  the  rearing  and   demand  for 
horses,  and  this  revolution,  too,  is  oidy  at  its  begiiming. 
Let  us   notice   one  case,    by    way   of  ilhtstralioa.     The 
'•Arabian"  locomotive,  on  the  Baltimore  ami   Oliio  rail 
road,  is  capable  of  training  cars  loaded   with  more  than 
lOU  tons,  besides  moving  ilself  and  its  tender,   over  t!>e 
most  curved  or  asceiuiing  parts  of  the  road,  (the  inclined 
planes   proper,  excepted),   at  tlie  rate  of  12   miles   an 
hour.     The  distiuice  to  Frederick,  by  this  road,  is  GU 
miles,  though  by   tiie  old   turnpike  only  45.     Allowing 
then  an  hour  for  {)assing  the  inclined  planes  and  for  tak- 
ing in  water  and   fuel,  the  distance  between  Baltimore 
and  Fredei-ick  may  be  performed  four  times  in  24  liours, 
if  so  needed   or  clesired,  and,  of  course,  more   tiian  4UU 
tons  of  mercliandise  be  nmved  that  distance  ii\  the  space 
of  time  just  stated.     Now  it  would  require  133  wagons, 
with  1   driver  and   5  horses  each,  ami   each  carrying  3 
tons,  48  hours  to  move  the  400  tons  from   Baltimore  to 
Frederick  or  vice  versa,  over  the  turnpike  of  45   miles, 
for  the  horses  must  rest  at  night.     This  woi-k,  if  per- 
formed by  two  sets  of  horses,  travelling  night  and  day, 
in  24  hours,  would  require  133  wagons,  266  drivers,  and 
labor  of  1,330  horses;  but  the  engine  and  its   train    will 
require  oidy   three  or  four  persons  in  all,  unless  at  the 
inclined  planes — which  being  a  peculiar  obstruction  to 
the  free  use  of  the  road,  should  not  enter  into  any  gene- 
I'al  calculation  on  this  subject.     This  is  the  business  of 
ojie  (lay — and  the  loading  of  the  cars  is  much  easier  than 
that  of  common  wagons.     Indeed,  sucli  are  the  conve- 
niences in  this  respect,  that   we  may  every  day  see  the 
bodies  of  wagons   passing  on  rail  road  cars,  with  their 
loading,  as  it  was  packed  at  Baltimore  for  Wheeling,  or 
at  Wheeling  for  Baltimore.     So  much  for  the  saving  of 
horse-power,  and  tlie  diminished  demand  for  horses,  in 
the  transportation  of  goods. 

Let  us  look  a  little  at  the  transportation  of  persons. 
We  do  not  know  the  number  of  passengers  who  travel 
east  and  west  on  this  rail  road.  Perhaps,  they  are  about 
200  a  day.  If  this  is  more  than  the  real  number,  it 
makes  no  difference — for  the  amount  may  exceed  500  a 
day,  in  a  short  period  of  yeirs,  and  probably  will — the 
road  being  extended  and  linking  itself  with  other  roads, 
&;c.  To  convey  the  200  passengers  from  Baltimore  to 
Frederick  [45  miles  by  the  turnpike]  or  XHce  versa, 
would  require  22  stages,  each  carrying  9  persons,  22  dri- 
vers and  176  horses,  allowing  each  horse  to  travel  rather 
more  tlian  22  miles  in  24  hours,  which  is  hard  work  in 
heavy  loaded  stages,  and  the  average  time  of  the  journey 
is  8  hours,  delays  variously  happening  from  lieat  and 
cold,  rain  and  snow,  &c.  The  weight  of  200  passengers, 
with  their  baggage,  may  be  put  down  at  about  17  tons — 
which  iveight  might  be  added  to  100  ions  trained  by  tlie 
locomotive  without  at  all  detracting  from  its  speed! — and 
the  aggregate  of  time  saved  by  the  200  travellers,  in  one 
day's  business  (and  "time  is  money")  amounts  to  400 
hours,  equal  to  17  days  of  24  hours. 

To  recapitulate — on  the  brief  distance  of  otdy  45  mih  Sj 
we  gain  a  power,  '\\\  a  single  stearn  engine,  managed  by  3 
men,  equal  to  that  of  more  than  1,500  horses,  requiring 
the  immediate  charge  or  care  of  at  least  300  men,  be- 
sides the  saving  of  time — which,  of  itself,  is  more  valua- 
ble than  the  cost  of  management  and  fuel  for  the  engine. 
But  in  all  these  savings  of  horse-power,  whether  in 
the  business  of  agriculture,  or  of  transportation,  there  is 
one  other  great  matter  for  the  consideration  of  producers 
of  grain — the  lessened  demand  for  it.  It  is  computed 
that  what  feeds  one  horse  will  feed  eigtit  individuals.  So 
the  use  of  steam  power  in  the  estimated  power  of  trans- 
portations over  only  45  miles,  is  equal  to  the  supply  of 
bread  stuffs  for  12,000  persons — to  say  nothing  of  the 
supplv  of  meats,  which  the  grass  and  hay,  cnusimied  also 


to  1,000,000  bbls.  of  flour,  or  196,000,000  lbs.  it  will 
feed  537,000  persons  one  year,  allowing  each  1  lb.  per 
day.  It  ihen  follows,  that  the  use  of  45  [forty-five']  en- 
gines, and  in  the  mamier  above  calculated,  may  cause  a 
surplus  of  bread  stuffs,  for  the  use  of  individuals,  equal 
to  (he  average  foreign  export  of  the  U.  States!  There 
are,  then,  very  important  things  involved  in  the  consi- 
derations that  belong  to  rail  roads  and  canals,  and  the 
general  application  of  steam  power.  And  the  selling 
value  of  horses  should  also  be  taken  into  the  account. 

These  are  mere  hints — or  references  to  the  facts  that 
are  before  us.  They  might  be  carried  out  much  further, 
and  especially  in  sliowing  also  the  extra  means  of  fur- 
nishing supplies  of  meats,  in  the  land  gained  for  the  sup- 
port of  cattle,  by  the  reduced  number  of  horses,  &cc.  and 
being  fond  of  such  pursuits,  we  shall,  perhaps  extend 
our  calculations  with  a  view  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
mighty  revolution  that  probably  will  be  brought  about 
by  ihn  general  ixw^X  i'AiwiLiAii  use  of  steam  power — firmly 
believing,  as  we  do,  in  the  prophecy  of  Oliver  EvanSy 
that  it  will  be  so  improved,  and  rendered  so  manageable, 
as  to  be  a])piied  even  to  common  household  purpos- 
es. Its  efietts  already  may  well  be  called  prodigious-— 
but  are  yet  hardly  begun  to  be  felt! 


It  appears  that  the  new  gold  coins  have  been  really 
counterfeited,  in  the  manufacture  of  25  cent  pieces  into 
half  eagles,  and  10  cer.t  pieces  into  quarter  eagles,  and 
that  some,  out  of  their  zeal  to  obtain  pocket  pieces,  or 
"brag  money,"  as  we  called  it  in  our  last  paper,  have 
paid  the  penalty  of  theii-  indiscretion.  These  are  not 
quizzes  of  party — but  the  cold  acts  of  scoundrels  who 
ought  to  be  most  severely  punished,  if  detected,  as  we 
hope  that  they  will  be.  But  folly  in  this  case,  as  in  all 
others,  opens  the  way  to  imposition,  and  every  rogue  well 
knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  "hobbies."  Nothing 
else,  iiowever,  than  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  weight  of 
metals,  or  the  blindness  of  party,  could  sufi'er  such  mise- 
rable imitations  to  pass  current. 

It  will  be  seen  by  an  article  in  another  part  of  this 
sheet,  that  the  mint  is  hard  at  work  in  making  new  gold 
coins.  We  are  told  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
will  give  it  a  large  job — in  that  way.  A  few  millions  in 
legal  gold,  which  the  bank  can  very  conveniently  keep, 
will  be  just  the  thing  to  check  malicious  demands  for 
coins. 

The  following  paragraph  is  copied  from  the  great  "of- 
ficial"— 

Mr.  Biddle  and  his  partizans  have  constantly  declared  how 
painful  it  was  to  tlieni  to  distress  tfie  country,  and  how  glad 
they  would  be  to  relieve  it,  were  they  not  deprived  of  the  power 
of  doing  so  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The  criminal  hy- 
pocrisy of  all  this  cant  is  now  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  engaged  for  months  in  sending  funds  to  the  great 
bankers  in  Europe,  and  now  has  abroad  over  $4,200,000,  which 
might  have  been  retained  at  home,  and  used  for  the  relief  of 
the  American  people!  Let  those  who  have  been  deceived  by 
the  cant  of  the  bank,  reflect  on  this  fact,  and  judge  of  Biddle's 
sincerity. 

The  "Globe"  having  a  ready  access  to  tfie  monthly  re- 
turns of  the  state  of  the  bank,  is  probably  correct  in  its 
statement — that  the  bank  has  $4,200,000  m  Europe.  But 
how  were  these  funds  obtained?  W^as  it  not  by  the  pur- 
chase of  bills,  with  its  own  money,  and  did  not  such  pur- 
chases "relieve"  the  monetary  wants  of  the  country  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  loans  had  been  made  on  usual 
sixty  or  ninety  days  notes?  We  should  like  to  see  where 
the  difierence  is.  The  funds  in  Europe  were  obtained 
by  the  issue  of  the  notes  or  credits,  or  specie,  of  the 
bank — at  home. 

It  is  probable  that  the  hank  will  make  a  large  profit  on 
this  proceeding.  If  trade  revives — it  has  exchange  to 
sell,  and  at  advancf/d  prices;  if  trade  remains  dull — the 
bank  may,  and  most  probably  will,  import  gold,  and  sell 
or  exchange  that,  at  an  AnvANCKn  price,  also,  at  the 
mint  of  the  United  States!  Surely  the  latter  will  not  be 
complained  of  l)y  the  "Globe" — for,  in  that  learned  pa- 
per, it  is  not  thought  that  gold  can  be  purchased  too  dear- 
ly, or  that  the  importation  of  specie  may,  in  some  cases, 
as  certainly  shew  the  adversity,  as  in  others  indicate  the 
prosperit)"  of  a  coimtry.     But  such  impoi'tation  is  gene- 


by  the   horses,  might  furnish  in  the  diminished  demand  I  i-ally,  if  not  always,  adverse  to  the  navigating  interest, 
for  horses.     If  our  average  export  of  bread  stuffs  be  equal  |  shewing  the  want  of  freights — ou  the  labor  and  capital 
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expended  in  which  a  very  material  part  of  the  value  of  a 
commodity  often  depends.  A  hogshead  of  molasses,  let 
us  suppose,  is  worth  $15  at  New  Orleans,  and  20  at  Bos- 
ton. Will  the  owner  of  a  Boston  vessel,  at  New  Or- 
leans, bring  home  15  dollars  in  specie,  when  he  can  buy 
a  hogshead  of  molasses  for  that  sum,  and  make  five  dol- 
lars on  its  transportation  to  Boston,  whiiher  Iiis  vessel  is 
about  returning?  But  if  he  prefers  the  specie,  it  is  evi- 
dence that  he  will  rather  lose  a  freight  ihaii  risk  the 
transportation  and  sale  of  the  molasses"  at  Boston;  or  that 
cash  is  more  in  demand  at  Boston  than  molasses.  This 
operation  shews  an  unprofitable  state  of  trade  between 
the  two  ports,  and  to  both  of  them;  and  there  is  no  com- 
pensation for  the  charges  and  tear  and  wear  of  the  vessel. 
The  principles  here  suggested  are  of  universal  applica- 
tion. If  crude  copper  will  advance  half  a  cent  per  lb. 
on  being  transported  from  Valparaiso  to  Baltimore,  gold, 
received  at  Valparaiso  for  the  outer  cargo,  will  be  ex- 
changed for  copper,  as  the  ship  must  be  ballasted;  and  it 
is  better  to  take  in  copper  that  will  pay  even  so  small  a 
freight,  than  stones  or  sand  that  pay  nothing. 

The  ancient  and  steady  jealousy  of  the  people  of  our 
parent-country,  the  land  of  "John  Bull,"  over  the  purse- 
strings  and  the  power  of  money,  if  held  by  iheir  kings,  is 
very  pointedly  shewn  in  the  following  extract  wliich  we 
happened  to  notice  the  other  day,  (in  a  valuable  New 
York  periodical,  called  the  "Constellation"),  being  a  {)art 
of  an  essay  concerning  ghosts  and  goblins,  witches  and 
sorcerers,  and  other  extraordinaries,  and  among  tliera  the 
old  belief  in  the  virtues  of  the  "philosopher's  stone." 

"The  act  of  transmutation  vras  so  fully  believed  in  England 
in  the  fourteenth  century  to  have  been  carried  to  perfection, 
that  an  act  was  passed  in  the  fiftli  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV,  by  which  the  manufacture  of  gold  or  silver  from  the  base 
metals  was  made  a  felony!  The  ground  solemnly  alleged  for 
the  enactment  of  this  law,  was  the  apprehension  entertained 
by  the  commoners  of  those  days,  that  if  money  were  obtainal)le 
in  this  fashion,  the  king  might  supply  himself  with  treasure  ad 
libitum,  WITHOUT  the  assistance  of  parliament,  and  so 
CONVERT  IT  TO  THE  PURPOSES  OF  DESPOTISM.  Tlic  prevalence 
of  a  similar  belief  here,  even  late  in  the  fifteenth  century,  is 
proved  by  patents  which  were  granted  by  Henry  VI,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  researches  in  pursuit  of  the  philosopher's 
stone." 

We  mentioned,  some  time  ago,  that  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
*'novelist,"  had  "made  a  book"  on  politics,  and  ex- 
pressed regret  that  he  had  meddled  in  them.  It  is  said 
that  he  has  been  "rowed  up  salt  river,"  in  a  reply.  VVe 
have  not  seen  either  publication — but  from  some  notices 
of  both,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  taken  the  ground 
that  more  was  to  be  feared  from  legislative  tlian  execu- 
tive usurpation!  Neither  history,  nor  common  sense, 
will  bear  him  out  in  this  rank  and  foul  heresy  against  the 
people.  But  it  is  not  worth  while  to  say  moi-e  on  the 
subject.  We  do  not  like  roinancing  on  the  first  princi- 
ples of  free  governments. 

The  New  York  Mercai^tile  Advertiser  and  Advocate 
has  the  following  just  and  appropriate  remarks — ■ 

The  mechanics  convention  for  the  state  of  New  York  will  be 
he'IdatUtica  on  the  20ih  of  the  present  month.  The  object  of 
it  is  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  pro- 
tect their  rights  against  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  state 
prison  moBopoly  and  some  other  laws  of  the  state.  The  im- 
pression is  strong  amongst  this  class  of  our  fellow  citizens,  that 
their  interests  have  been  compromised  by  the  very  low  prices 
at  which  state  prison  goods  have  been  thrown  into  the  market. 
If  they  can  make  this  appear,  their  opposition  to  it  will  be 
heard,  and  their  grievances  will  be  redressed.  The  happiness 
and  the  general  wealth  of  a  nation  are  always  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  its  productive  labor,  and  is  always  regulated  by 
the  rate  of  wages  of  tlio  laboring  classes.  The  higher  the 
wages  are,  the  greater  will  be  the  amount  of  comfort  and  luxu- 
ries of  life  enjoyed  by  all  classes.  Jn  opposition  to  this  as- 
sumption, it  has  often  1)een  stated,  that  the  rate  of  wages  in 
a  country  can  make  no  difference  to  the  inhabitants,  because 
the  prices  of  all  its  productions  arc  regulated  by  iliem.  This 
would  be  true  if  we  imported  nothing  from  foreign  nations.  We 
should  have  to  pay  tlve  same  prices  for  tea,  coflee,  sugar  and  a 
thousand  other  articles,  if  wages  were  down  to  a  sliilMnga  day, 
as  we  do  now.  A  sixpence  might  get  as  much  bread  and  meal  as 
four  shillings  do  now,  but  the  remaining  sixpence  would  go  but 
little  way  in  purchasing  the  f<>r(ML'n  articles  which  the  poorest 
Jaborer  in  the  country  consumes.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  I  hat  we 
at  all  times  stand  ready  to  advocate  any  plan  of  policy  whicli 
Khali  have  for  its  object  the  ituiinlaiinn!;,  or  Ike  raising  ofvages. 
The  nciiest  man  in  the  country  is  equally  benefited  with  the 


poorest,  by  the  protection  of  the  actual  Jaborer.  It  may  do  very 
well  for  the  otfice  holders  and  their  partizans  to  uphold  the  state 
prison  monopoly  upon  their  boasted  principles  of  "free  trade," 
but  we  hold  ourselves  prepared  at  all  times  to  defend  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country  against  all  [unfair]  compelilion,  foreign  or 
domestic. 

It  is  for  these  principles  that  we  have,  for  about  thirty 
years,  steadily  contended.  We  have  desired  to  build 
up  an  intelligent  and  independent  populace,  and  the 
starting  place  for  that  is  in  obtaining  liberal  profits  on 
labor,  the  onl}'  thing  which  the  many  have  to  sell.  And 
when  labor  is  in  high  demand,  how  beautiful  are  its 
operations  on  society!  It  is  true,  that  now  and  then  we 
bear  of  turn-outs,  &c.  but  these,  like  the  electric  fluid 
discharged  from  the  clouds  which  purify  the  atmosphere, 
chiefly  end  in  a  better  established  equality  between  the 
])arties,  and  a  more  just  consideration  of  the  real  state  of 
tilings  on  both  sides.  On  the  other  hand,  how  pleasant 
it  is  to  see  the  growing  comforts  of  the  working  people- 
to  see  the  fatiier,  feeling  the  eftects  of  a  want  of  educa- 
tion in  himself,  sending  bis  sons  and  daughters  to  school, 
and  to  hear  the  little  gay  and  haj>py  urchins  reading 
books  and  newspapers, /ir  the  information  of  their  par^ents. 
But  time  would  fail  to  describe  the  good  effects  of  high 
prices  for  lionest  labor,  and  they  injure  no  one,  if  a  due 
reciprocity  in  trade  is  maintained.  There  is  a  sort  of 
natural  tariff  that  must  be  observed.  The  well-fed 
American  cannot,  by  nnanual  labor,  compete  with  the 
East  Indian.  The  relation  of  their  wages  is  about  as  100 
dollars  to  10 — and  so  it  must  be  to  keep  up  existing  rlif- 
ferences  in  the  manner  of  living  and  clothing,  and  those 
comforts  which  have  become  necessaries  to  the  American 
people.* 

It  is  an  old  saying,  "There  is  no  knowing  who's  go- 
vernor until  after  the  election." 

The  "Indiana  Democrat"  before  the  election  said— • 
"Noble's  friends  are  deserting  him  like  leaves  in  wintry  wea- 
ther, and  rallying  under  the  democratic  republican  standard. 
Success  to  our  cause!  The  victory  is  worth  contending  for. 
The  last  hope  of  Clayism  in  our  state  is  the  election  of  Noah 
Noble.  Indiana  will  stand  completely  disenthralled  from  the 
domination  of  Noble  and  his  gang  of  public  defamers,  after  the 
first  Monday  in  August." 

But  the  same  paper  after  the  election,  533^3 — ■ 
"The  election  has  terminated  somcwiiatf  to  our  disappoint- 
ment. Noah  Noble  is  doubtless  re-elected  governor, and  David 
Wallace,  lieutenant  governor.  Much  as  we  deprecate  the  is- 
sue, we  must  submit  to  the  fiat  of  the  sovereign  people,  whose 
right  it  is  to  elect  whom  they  please.  *****  All  that 
we  have  to  say  this  week  is — we  are  beaten  in  the  election  for 
governor,  and  we  are  sorry  for  it;  but  can't  help  it." 

The  "Democrat"  is  the  leading  administration  paper 
in  Indiana.  Mr.  Noble's  majority  is  very  heavy.  It  is 
even  suggested  that  it  may  exceed  15,000. 

The  following  are  among  the  resolutions  lately  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  of  the  "Democratic  citizens  of  South 
ward,"Phila(leli)hia,  of  which  Geo.  J[I.  Dallas,  esq.  late 
a  senator  of  the  United  States,  was  chairman: 

And  whereas,  This  aristocratic  combination  of  bankism, 
consolidalinn,  blue  light  federalism  and  nullification,  under 
false  pretences,  and  the  specious  but  stolen  name  of  an  English 
monarchical  (larty  professing  free  principles,  seek  to  cheat  and 
delude  the  friends  of  constitutional  law  and  free  institutions,  in 
order  the  more  effectually  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
destroy  pure  democracy,  and  prostrate  the  country  at  the  foot 
of  their  ambition,  therelbre, 

Resolved,  That  the  contest  at  present  waged  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  friends,  is  from  first  to  last  a  war 
against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  waged  to  revive 
the  prostrated  pretensions  of  wealth  and  aristocracy,  to  supre- 
macy in  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  "modern  whiggery  is  modern  trickery,"  and 
as  such  neurits  the  scorn  of  all  true  democrats,  who  understand 
that  in  a  contest  like  the  present,  all  who  are  not  with  demo- 
cracy, heart  and  hand,  are  against  it  and  its  principles. 

Mr.  Dallas  was,  until  lately,  a  zealous  advocate  of  the 
bank,  and,  under  the  unanimous  instruction,  also,  of  the 

*The  world  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  the  poor  English  laborer.  The  hand  loom  weavers,  and 
various  classes  of  mechanics  throughout  England,  depend  upon 
a  small  additional  poor  rate  to  their  wages  to  raise  them  above 
the  power  of  machinery  and  actual  starvation.  In  Suflolk 
county  alone  one-half  the  popnlaiion  receive  this  relief.  There 
are  8,000  t;urplus  laborers  in  Sussex— there  being  133  men  to  do 
the  woik  of  100. 

t"i>07»c(//t«(!''  There  is  "somewhat"  of  a  difference  be- 
tween the  "glorious"  victory  proclaimed  in  advance,  and  the 
annilnlalory  defeat  icalii^cdl 
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•'democratic"  legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  And  did  he 
not  introduce  the  bill  to  recharter  the  bank,  which  passed 
both  houses, and  wai  vetoed  by  the  president.'' 

It  is  true,  this  instruction  of  Pennsylvania  was  charged 
as  a  ra7ik  comipiio7i  of  the  members  of  the  legislature 
• — that  a  system  of  corrupt  "bribery  procured  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  in  favor  of  the  bank,"  &c.  which  was 
thus  repelled,  at  the  time,  in  the  Philadelphia  papers — 
"The  members  of  the  legislature  that  passed  the  resolution  in 
question,  have  returned  to  their  homes;  and  the  undersigned,  a 
portion  of  those  members,  residing  in  and  near  Philadelphia, 
having  an  opportunity  of  conveniently  interchanging  views, 
deem  it  an  act  of  justice  to  their  constituents,  and  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  pronounce  the  charge — no  mailer  by  whom 
made — by  whom  repeated — or  by  whom  countenanced — 10  be  an 
unfounded  and  atrocious  libel. 

^^  Samuel  B.  Davis,  Joseph  Taylor,  J.  R.  Burden,  Richard 
Pellz,  James  Goodman,  John  Felton,  Charles  II.  Kerk,  Charles 
Brown,  Henry  Simpson,  William  Wagner,  Thomas  J,  Heston, 
John  Carter.'''' 

Philadelphia,  May  18,  1831. 

Do  any  of  these  gentlemen  now  charge  that  corruption 
on  others,  which  they  so  earnestly  repelled  when  prefer- 
red against  themselves?  Have  tliey  "kissed  the  black 
stone,"  and  been  not  only  purged  of  sin,  but  rendered 
incapable  of  committing  sin — with  power  to  make  sinful 
all  persons  who  do  not  turn  as  they  have  turned,  and 
twist  as  they  have  twisted  i*  We  hope  thai,  having  felt  the 
slander  on  themselves,  they  have  some  degree  of  charity 
for  others. 

But  the  politics  and  politicians  of  Pennsylvania — whe- 
ther regarding  the  tariff,  internal  improvements  or  the 
hank,  or  any  other  great  national  qtiestion,  have  latterly 
been  just  as  the  wind  bloweth,  and  in  the  keeping  oi  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Cinci?inati  Gazette  says— - 

Gen.  Cass,  secretary  of  war,  arrived  in  Cincinnati  on  Friday 
week,  and  tarried  until  Monday  morning.  He  was  received 
and  treated  with  marked  respect  and  hospitality,  without  refer- 
ence to  party  association.  He  was  on  the  look  out  for  a  place 
of  future  residence,  and  also  upon  a  tour  to  Detroit. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  speculalion  among  po- 
liticians as  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  Mr.  Cass. 
Some  have  said  that  he  could  not  much  longer  hold  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet — and  others  that  he  would  voluntarily 
retire  from  it,  that  he  might  be  better  prepared  as  t!ie 
"alternative"  candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  the  event 
of  certain  things  happening  in  New  York  and  other 
states. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  admiral  sir  Isaac  Coffin,  (of 
the  British  navy)  a  native  of  Nantucket,  when  on  a  visit 
there,  some  years  ago,  founded,  and  liberally  endowed,  a 
public  scliool,  called  the  "Coffin  school,"  for  the  parti- 
cular education,  however,  of  all  the  little  CoJ/ins,  pre- 
sent or  to  come.  He  has  lately  permanently  added  £100 
sterling  more  per  annum,  for  the  support  and  extension 
of  this  scliool.  The  stock  to  produce  this  revenue  he 
desires  may  be  vested  in  the  name  of  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  or  mayor  of  Boston,  for  the  time  being, 
and  its  interest  drawn  for  by  said  governor  or  mayor,  to 
be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

A  New  York  paper  says — The  immigration  into  Ca- 
nada tla-ougli  Quebec  from  June  1825,  to  August  1834, 
amounts,  according  to  a  table  published  in  the  Montreal 
Daily  Advertiser  of  7th  inst.  to  one  million,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight persons.  The  greatest  number  of  immigrants 
in  any  one  year  was  in  1832,  when  it  amounted  to 
220,000. 

This  number  far  exceeds  any  thing  that  we  had  calcu- 
lated. We  have  thought  that  the  average  whole  number 
of  emigrants  from  Europe  to  America,  hardly  exceeded 
100,000  a  year,  all  counted. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Literary  society  at  London,  the 
prince  of  Canino,  (Lucien  Bonaparte),  gave  the  following- 
sentiment: 

"To  the  political  principles,  sacred  treasure  of  the  British 
constitution;  to  the  inviolability  of  the  private  dwelling,  to  the 
independence  of  the  jury,  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  to 
the  imprescriptible  right  of  association!  May  these  precious  li- 
berties, gentlemen,  continue  to  constitute  your  happiness!  but 
may  they  also  cease  to  be  foreign  to  France,  vvlio  for  foity  years 


has  been  fighting  to  obtain  them!  May  the  intellectual  progress 
of  political  reform  which  agitates  Europe;  be  directed  every 
where,  as  it  is  with  you,  by  religious  sentiments,  and  an  invio- 
lable respect  for  property,  and  may  all  nations  become  as  free 
as  the  hospitable  people  of  old  England!" 

The  Portuguese  decree,  putting  down  the  friars  and 
monks,  was  going  into  effect,  but  with  great  liberali- 
ty. The  orders  were  abolished — but  the  present  mem- 
bers of  them,  destitute  of  means  of  procuring  a  liveli- 
hood, are  to  be  assisted  from  the  public  treasury. 

THE    CHOLERA. 

The  following  brief  notices  of  the  progress  of  the  cholera,  at 
various  places,  may  suffice  all  ordinary  purposes  of  information 
and  record. 

Daily  reports  are  now  made  to  the  Neiv  York  board  of  health. 
The  Commercial  Advertiser  says — 

The  first  decided  case  of  cholera,  according  to  the  first  report 
of  the  board  of  health,  made  on  Saturday  the  9ih  inst.  which 
terminated  in  death,  was  on  the  23d  of  July.  From  that  period 
to  the  present,  27  days  have  intervened,  and  the  deaths  in  llie 
whole  of  that  lime,  including  the  report  of  to-day,  are  120. 
They  stand  thus: 

Cases.  Deaths. 

To  Saturday,  August  9 14 

Sunday,  August  10 3 

Monday.  August  11 5 

Tuesday,  August  12 12 4 

Wednesday,  August  13 13 6 

Thursday,  August  14 24 11 

Friday,  August  15 23 9 

Saturday,  August  16 26 16 

Sunday,  August  17 49 18 

Monday,  August  18 33 17 

Tuesday,  August  19 31 17 

*J20 
This  presents  an  average  of  a  fraclion  more  than  four  deaths 
per  day  by  this  disease,  whereas  the  27  first  days  of  the  scourge 
in  1832,  exhibited  a  mortality  of  more  than  1,450.  The  climax 
of  the  disease  in  that  year  was  the  21st  or  22d  of  its  avowed 
existence — nor  was  the  temperature  during  its  prevalence  in 
thai  season  more  intensely  hot  than  it  has  been  since  it  com- 
menced in  July  of  the  present  year.  On  the  21st  of  July,  1832, 
no  less  than  104  deaths  were  reported — being  only  sixteen  fewer 
than  the  entire  nuniber  that  has  died  of  cholera  in  the  city  the 
whole  of  the  present  summer. 

Among  the  victims  at  New  York  was  judge  Covjan,  From 
apparently  the  best  health  he  passed  into  the  valley  of  the  dead, 
in  11  hours;  this  death  has  been  attributed  to  eating  withered 
and  unripe  potatoes.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  careful  habits, 
both  in  eating  and  drinking. 

The  cholera  still  continues  in  the  lower  part  of  Jilhany.  On 
Sunday  there  were  9  cases  and  3  deaths,  and  on  Monday  14 
cases  and  9  deaths. 

One  fatal  case  has  occurred  aiRochester,  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Richard  Van  Kleeck,  who  had  just  returned  from  Toronto, 
where  he  is  supposed  to  have  taken  the  disease. 

The  board  of  health  of  Buffalo  have  issued  a  circular,  in  which 
they  state  that  the  cholera  has  existed  in  lliat  city  for  the  last 
20  days,  and  thai  37  deaths  have  occurred  by  that  disease. 

An  extra  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  dated  lltli  August,  states 

that  from  the  1st  to  the  11th,  inclusive,  theie  had  been  52  deaths 

by  cholera,  in  that  city.     Eighteen  of  the  above  were  strangers. 

The  disease  at  Poughkeepsie  was  rapidly  abating — and  some 

days  had  elapsed  without  a  single  death  by  cholera. 

Solitary  cases  have  happened  at  Catskill,  Lockport,  Ogdens- 
burgh,  N.  Y.  at  Pittsburgh  and  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Ma- 
dison, Indiana,  and  a  number  of  other  places  in  the  west. 

Three  fatal  cases  of  cliolera  were  reported  at  Washington  city 
on  the  15th  inst. — but  none  others  since. 

The  last  weekly  report  from  Cincinnati  shews  only  13  deaths 
by  cholera — in  the  previous  week  29  had  happened  from  that 
disease. 

The  disease  was  declining  at  iHo7J<rcaZ,  and,  at  the  latest  dales, 
the  deaths  by  cholera  were  16  or  17  daily.  At  Clucbec  the  deaths 
from  that  disease  range  between  20  and  30  a  day.  The  clndera 
was  bad  at  Kingatoii,  and  cases  were  happening  in  many  other 
places  in  the  Canadas. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  Montreal  for  33  days,  in  the  last 
and  present  mouths,  was  1,084 — viz:  404  children  and  680  adults, 
of  these  about  850  were  by  cholera.  The  aggregate  of  the  same 
days,  in  the  years  1830,  1831  and  1833  had  an  average  of  only 
191 — 1832  was  the  first  cholera  year. 

The  nfws  from  Madrid  of  the  4th  inst.  is  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: "The  cholera  is  almost  exclusively  the  object  of  attention 
here.  This  terrible  malady  which  still  continues  its  ravages  in 
the  south  of  Spain,  has  at  length  made  its  appearance  in  the 
capital,  where,  however,  it  is  as  yet  confined  to  the  hospitals. 
The  cases  said  to  have  happened  in  private  are  doubtful.  The 
disease,  both  at  Madrid  and  nt  Bailecca,  a  village  one  league 
from  the  capital,  where  the  great  number  of  sick  are,  shows  it- 


*Thei«  were  15  deaths  on  the  20Ui,  and  20  ou  the  2ist. 
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self  in  a  mild  form;  but  lillle  reliance  Is  placed  upon  this  cir- 
cumslance,,  as  it  also  at  first  appeared  under  a  mild  form  in  tlie 
towns  in  Andalusia,  wliere  the  mortality  lias  since  l^een  so  con- 
BiderabJe." 


ELECTIONS. 

We  shall  give  below  some  returns  from  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
/&c. 

The  parties  are  preparing  for  battle  in  the  stale  of  Ohio,  with 
great  zeal.  General  Findlay,  of  Cincinnati,  was  some  lime 
since  presented  as  the  opposition  candidate  to  gen.  Lucas,  (who 
received  the  nomination  of  the  "Jackson  republican"  conven- 
tion), and  has  been,  by  common  consent,  ado|)led  as  the  choice 
of  that  parly.  An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  out  Mr.  Vance, 
at  present  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  useful  members  of  con- 
gress, and  his  name  as  a  candidate  was  inserted  in  many  pa- 
pers '^by  request" — but  he  has  publicly  withdrawn  himself,  and 
will  support  gen.  Findlay;  so  there  will  be  a  full  trial  of  strength 
between  tiie  adverse  parties.  The  last  named  gentleman  was 
an  "original"  friend  of  general  Jackson,  but  retired  from  the 
support  of  president  Jackson  some  time  ago. 

There  will  be  a  very  sharp  contest  in  Maine.  The  eloquent 
senator  from  that  state,  Mr.  Sprague,  is  the  opposition  candi- 
date for  governor.  The  election  for  members  of  congress  also 
comes  on  early  in  the  next  month;  and  in  several  of  the  districts 
will  be  earnestly  disputed. 

/Great  political  excitement  prevails  in  Neio  Jersey,  and  the 
^whigs  have  held  many  very  numerous  meetings. 

In  Maryland,  unless  in  the  reception  of  Mr.  Taney  at  Balti- 
more and  in  Frederick,  not  nmch  of  electioneering  business  lias 
yet  been  done,  except  in  the  primary  assemblies  of  the  i)eople: 
but  the  campaign  is  ahout  to  open  with  considerable  zeal. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  have  strong  indications  that  there  will 
be  only  two  divisions  of  the  people  at  the  October  election — for 
or  against  the  administration.  The  anti-masons,  thinking  that 
they  have  accomplished  much,  and  hoping  to  do  more  by  a  con- 
ciliatory spirit,  seem  to  be  generally  returning,  at  least  for  the 
time  being,  to  their  former  political  preferences,  and  will  unite 
Iheaiselves,  as  the  case  may  be,  very  generally,  with  one  or  the 
(vtiier  of  the  parties  just  designated.  Large  meetings  have  Ix^en 
held  in  several  of  the  strongest  anti-masonic  counties,  at  which 
resolutions  to  this  effect  have  been  passed.  As  a  body,  the  anti- 
masons  are  also  anti-administration.  The  following  resolution, 
adopted  in  Luzerne  county,  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the 
proceedings  alluded  to: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  while  anti-masons  regard  with  jea- 
lousy, distrust  and  apprehension,  the  principles  and  pretensions 
of  freemasonry,  they  are  not  insensible  of  the  existence  of  para- 
mount political  evils — and  while  they  cherish  their  own  distinc- 
tive sentiments  as  necessary  to  the  entire  and  perfect  political 
regeneration  of  their  country,  and  look  steadily  to  their  ultimate 
okject  and  to  the  distinctiveness  of  their  party,  yet,  for  high  and 
patriotic  motives,  they  deem  it  expedient  to  unite  on  this  occa- 
sion with  all  patriotic  citizens,  who  are  in  love  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  alarmed  at  its  infractions,  to  rescue  it  from  the  mis- 
rule of  those  who  have  despised  its  claims  and  trespassed  upon 
its  sacred  provisions. 

The  election  in  Rhode  Island  will  take  place  on  the  26th  inst. 
for  members  of  the  legislature.  14;  will  be  warmly  contested, 
because  of  the  election  of  a  senator  of  the  United  Stales,  Mr. 
KnighVs  term  expiring  on  the  3d  March  next.  The  gentlemen 
held  up  for  this  otfice  are  Tristnm  Surges  and  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
esquires.  The  result  will  very  much  depend  on  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  anti-masons.  Neither  of  the  parties,  we  believe, 
ever  belonged  to  the  masonic  society. 

From  Indiana,  we  learn,  by  the  Indiana  Journal  of  the  9th 
instant,  that  in  15  counties,  the  aggregate  of  votes  for  governor 
of  the  state^was  for  Mr.  Noble,  (whig),  12,287;  Mr.  Read,  (Jack- 
son), 7,687.  In  1831  the  vote  in  these  counties  was  for  Noble, 
7,532;  Read,  5,092 — apparent  comparative  gain  for  Noble,  ^,140. 
No  doubt  seems  to  be  entertained,  adds  the  Journal,  of  ihe 
election  of  Mr.  Noble  by  a  large  majority.  Nearly  all  of  Mr. 
Kinnard's  congressional  district,  in  which,  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, the  Jackson  men  claimed  a  majority  of  1,500  votes,  has 
been  heard  from,  and  not  a  county  has  given  Mr.  Read  a  majo- 
rity; but  on  the  contrary,  Noble's  majority  exceeds  1,300,  and  it 
will  be  increased  by  the  other  counties. 

[We  have  further  returns  shewing  23,042  votes  for  Mr.  Noble, 
and  16,972  for  Mr.  Read — together  40,000  votes,  which  seems  a 
Jieavy  poll,  and  gives  N.  a  majority  of  6,070.  An  Indiana  pa- 
per goes  further,  and  counts  up  a  majority  of  8,120 — another  says 
il  will  be  from  10  to  12,000;  and  the  Louisville  Journal,  on  giv- 
ing a  number  of  the  returns,  exj^resses  an  o[)inion  that  Mr.  No- 
ble's majority  will  exceed  15,000.  It  is  asserted  that  Mr.  Read 
would  hardly  obtain  a  majority  in  a  single  county  in  the  state — 
which  would  seem  possible  from  the  counties  before  us  for 
which  the  returns  are  given.] 

We  have  some  general  noticeis  of  the  results  of  the  elections 
in  .ZVbr<A  Carolina,  but  neither  party  seems  to  understand  Ihe 
real  state  of  political  feeling  thereby  indicated,  and  it  is  thought 
by  some,  who  are  best  informed  on  the  subject,  that  the  political 
preferences  of  the  members  elected  will  not  be  accurately  known 
until  after  the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  The  Fayette  Journal 
has  the  returns  from  4  counties,  and  says  that  1 1  out  of  the  12 
members  chosen  are  administration,  but  the  Newhern  Specta- 
tor observes  that  of  25  members  elected  iy  thai  aud  Use  neigh- 


boring counties',  19  are  avowed  anti-Jackson   men.     This  is 
Mr.  Speight's  congiessional  district. 

There  are  some  rumors  of  results  from  Illinois.  They  have 
the  same  general  political  aspect  as  those  from  Indiana — against 
the  administration;  but  nothing  is  positively  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  contest  in  Btissouri,  hut  the  question 
seems  to  have  an  immediate  relation  to  certain  proposed  allera- 
tioiis  of  the  corisiiuitiun.  in  St.  Louis  county,  six  opposed  to, 
and  two  in  favor  of  those  amendments,  have  been  chosen  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature.  Mr.  Barton,  formerly  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  is  one  of  the  six. 

Pretty  full  accounts  are  received  from  Kentucky.  Mr.  Letch- 
er's exact  majority  over  Mr.  Moore,  is  given  at  258,  in  the  Frank- 
fort "Commonwealth."  From  the  same  paper  we  also  learn, 
that  Ihe  senate  consists  of  38  members.  Senators  are  elected 
for  four  year.s — one-fourth  of  whom  go  out  of  office  annually. 
This  year  10  went  out  of  office — 4  of  whom  were  for  Jackson, 
and  6  were  wliigs.  There  are  also  three  vacancies,  two  by 
death  and  one  by  resignation — two  of  these  vacancies  were 
whig?,  and  the  other  a  Jacksonian.  The  state  of  parties  in  the 
senate,  last  year,  was  20  Jacksonians  and  18  whigs.  So  far  as 
heard  from  this  year,  the  whig  party  have  twenty  in  the  senate 
and  the  Jackson  party  sixteen — and  two  yet  to  be  heard  from. 
The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  100  members:  returns 
of  the  election  of  eighty-six  are  received,  and  they  stand  71 
"whig"  and  15  "Jackson."  It  is  freely  said  that  the  latter  par- 
ty will  hardly  exceed  20  in  the  house.  The  names  of  the  elect- 
ed are  given,  and  in  most  cases,  statements  of  the  votes  taken 
are  added.  'J'he  Lexington  Intelligencer  says  that  Washington 
county,  which  gave  to  gen.  Jackson  a  majority  of  1,000  in  1828, 
has  now  elected  anti-Jackson  representatives  by  a  majority  of 
200  votes.  It  is  quaintly  suggested,  that  this  result  was  caused 
by  the  large  number  of  persons  detached  to  vote  for  Mr.  Moore, 
in  Mercer  county!  not  their  own  county,  nor  their  own  con- 
gressional district.  The  vote  in  Mercer  county  was  about  400 
more  than  ever  before  given. 

The  counties,  with  the  city  of  Louisville,  which  compose 
Mr.  Pope's  congressional  district,  are  said  to  shew  an  aggregate 
majority  of  more  than  2,000  against  him  and  the  administration 
which  he  supports. 

There  are  rumors  of  the  resultof  the  elections  in  eleven  coun- 
ties of  Alabama — ten  of  which  are  said  to  have  gone  against  the 
administration.  We  think  that  there  is  some  mistake  in  this 
matter,  though  the  opposition  in  that  state  is  said  to  have  re- 
cently acquired  strength. 

There  are  two  full  tickets  out  in  Georgiaforcongress— they  are 
called  the  "Jackson  Forsyth,"  and  "Troup  or  state  rights,"  and 
opposed  to  the  administration,  which  Mr.  Troup  has  denounced 
as  "vicious  and  corrupt,"  in  a  reply  to  a  late  invitation  to  a 
public  dinner.  The  contest  will  probably  be  a  severe  and  close 
one. 


ITEMS. 

Edward  Everett,  esq.  of  Massachusetts,  has  resigned  his  seat 
in  congress,  and  Mr.  McDuffie,m  an  addre.jsto  his  constituents, 
declines  a  re-eleclion,  and  intimates  that  he  will  also  resign, 
unless  there  is  a  s|)eedy  improvement  in  the  state  of  his  health. 
These  gentlemen  will  lie  much  missed  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  our  new  minister  for  Russia,  left  New  York  on 
Saturday  last  for  Liverpool,  on  his  way  to  the  court  of  the  great 
autocrat  of  the  north. 

Died — at  his  residence,  near  Charlestown,  (Indiana),  on  Sa- 
turday, July  26th,  Jonathan  Jennings,  esq.  the  first  governor  of 
Indiana,  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  congress  from  the 
same  state,  which,  whilst  still  a  territory,  he  for  several  years 
represented  as  a  delegate  to  congress. 

United  States  bank  stock  sold  at  New  York,  on  Saturday  last, 
at  110  a  llOi. 

[We  never  yet  made  a  mone3'-speculation — or  bought  or  ob- 
tained any  thing  out  of  the  immediate  range  of  our  own  regular 
business,  unless  with  a  view  to  our  own  holding  or  direct  use 
of  it — but  if  we  had  money,  would  like  an  investment  in  the 
stock  of  this  bank,  at  the  advanced  rate  given — whether  it  lives 
or  dies.  If  the  latter,  it  will  "cut-up"  well.  Jt  is  stronger,  in 
its  own  proper  means,  than  the   bank  of  England.] 

It  is  announced  in  the  "Globe"  that  the  ''Girard  bank,"  at 
Philadelphia,  has  been  re-appointed  "a  dcposite  bank  for  the 
treasury  department." 

Between  the  6th  and  16th  inst.  150  tons  of  produce  were  for- 
warded from  Wheeling  to  Baltimore. 

The  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road,under  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress, are  about  to  be  prosecuted  with  enersy.  The  contractors, 
at  both  ends  of  the  line,  Cumberland  and  Wheeling,  have  com- 
menced operations. 

Mexico  is  reaping  a  harvest  of  "glory"  in  the  contests  of  her 
generals,  and  through  the  intrigues  of  her  priests.  The  people 
are  killing  one  another  without  njuch  ceremony.  General  San- 
ta Anna  appears  on  the  highway  to  a  throne.  He  has  an  army 
of  officers  lighting  for  spoils. 

We  shall  soon  learn  the  eflects  of  the  abolition  laws  of  Great 
Britain.  There  are  rumors  that  unhappy  events  were  expected 
—that  the  slaves  had  said  Ihey  would  not  work,  &c. 
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Belzoni  found  in  the  norlhern  places  of  Egypt,  as  Ilorneinann 
had  done  before,  the  tops  of  tlie  mouritaiiid  of  tl»e  desert  en- 
crusted with  salt,  and  wells  of  sweet  water  rising  out  of  a  sur- 
face overspread  with  masses  of  it.  Herodotus  relates  the  same 
fact,  2,200  years  before. 

A  lump  of  silver  was  obtained  lately  in  tiie  silver  mines  of 
Konigsburg,  which  is  perhaps  the  lartjest  ever  seen.  It  weifjh- 
ed  7^  cwt.  and  is  estimated  at  the  value  of  13,000  dollars  in 
specie. 

Madame  Malibran  has  recently  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  the  JViiian  opera  for  five  years.  According  lo  its  tenor, 
she  receives  a  houst: ,  a  table  with  six  covers,  an  equipage,  and 
£14,000— say  60,000  dollars. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  tke  nth,  and  London  to  the  IGth  July, 

both  inclusive, 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

Lord  Grey's  administration  had  been  deranged  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  lord  Mlhorp,  which  grew  out  of  a 
communication  made  by  Mr.  Littleton,  the  secretary  for  Ireland, 
to  Mr.  O^Connell,  of  a  difference  in  the  cabinet  as  to  the  form 
of  renewing  the  coercion  bill.  It  appears  from  the  debates 
consequent  on  the  annunciation  of  the  resignation  of  lord  Al- 
thorp,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  of  earl  Grey,  the 
prime  minister,  that,  on  the  subject  of  the  coercion  bill,  a  divi- 
sion had  existed  in  the  cabinet,  earl  Grey  and  a  portion  of  its 
members,  differing  with  lord  Allhorp  and  three  others,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  the  clauses  authorising  the  holding  o( 
military  courts  martial  from  the  bill,  in  its  renewed  form;  that 
on  consultation  privately  by  lord  Grey  with  the  lord  lieutenant, 
the  latter  had  made  a  confidential  communication,  in  which  he 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  clauses  alluded  to  niiglit,  in  the 
present  cifcumstances  of  Ireland,  be  omitted.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  intelligence,  it  was  agreed  by  ministers  to  renew 
the  bin  in  that  form,  and  it  was  reported  accordingly.  Previ- 
ous to  the  final  action  on  the  bill,  Mr.  Littleton  informed  Mr. 
O'Connell  of  the  character  of  the  difficulties  which  had  existed 
among  ministers,  and  of  the  cause  of  its  adjnstnieni;  whereupon 
Mr.  O'Connell  called  for  the  production  of  the  private  and  con- 
fidential letters  which  had  passed  between  earl  Grey  and  the 
lord  lieutenant.  This  at  once  made  known  to  lord  Althorp  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disclosure  which  had  been  made, 
and,  as  it  placed  him  in  the  awkward  position  of  advocating  in 
public,  a  measure  which  in  private  lie  had  opposed,  he  signified 
his  desire  of  resigning,  in  whicli  he  was  gratified.  This  led  to 
the  resignation  of  earl  Grey,  which  had  been  accepted  by  the 
king,  who  then  authorised  lord  Melbourne,  the  home  secretary, 
to  organize  a  new  ministry,  he  himself  to  be  the  premier;  and  it 
is  understood  that  lord  Althorp  would  take  office  under  him. 
Lord  Brougham  retains  his  post. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  9th  July,  after  lord  Althorp 
had  explained  his  reasons  for  the  step  he  had  taken,  Mr.  Little- 
ton, the  secretary  for  Ireland,  who  had  been  alluded  to  as  the 
person  who  made  the  communication  in  question,  rose,  and 
after  expressing  the  profoundest  sentiments  of  regret  at  having 
heen  the  author  of  the  indiscretion,  which  had  led  to  such  unex- 
pected and  disastrous  rf  suits,  remarked — "No  individual  in  this 
house  was  ever  placed  in  a  niore  painful  situation  than  I  now 
find  myself  placed  in.  I  have  committed  two  errors.  I  have 
committed,  first,  the  error  of  having  had  a  communication  with 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  O'Connell) 
without  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  his  majesty's  government, 
and  I  have  committed  the  further  and  greater  error,  in  placing 
confidence  in  one  who  has  proved  himself  so  ill  deserving  of  it.'''' 

Mr.  O^Connell  said,  "he  would  infinitely  prefer  that  a  double 
share  of  the  blame  should  be  thrown  upon  him  than  that  any 
should  be  cast  upon  the  light  honorable  gentleman."  "He  did 
not  rise  to  vindicate  himself,  but  to  remind  gentlemen  of  the  si- 
tuation in  which  he  was  placed,  and  how  much  his  countrymen 
expected  of  him.  It  was  to  preserve  the  country  from  danger 
that  he  had  so  acted.  He  did  not  act  as  a  private  individual. 
When  confidence  was  reposed  in  him  he  felt  that  he  was  bound 
not  to  mention  names;  but  then  the  house  would  recollect  that 
he  was  to  act  with  others,  and  to  get  others  to  act  with  him, 
that  he  had  to  manage  others;  but  he  would  stale  that  in  that 
management  he  did  not  utter  a  word  or  give  a  hint  to  any  per- 
son of  the  quarter  from  which  he  had  received  the  intimation 
in  question."  He  concluded  by  complimenting  Mr.  Littleton, 
and  the  principles  of  the  late  members  of  the  ministry,  and 
withdrew  his  motion  which  had  produced  the  derangement  of 
the  cabinet. 

The  cholera  continued  to  rage  in  Dublin  with  unabated  vio- 
lence, and  indiscriminately  carried  oft'  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
within  a  few  hours  after  they  wore  attacked.  Great  distress 
prevailed  In  Thurles  and  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Out  of  a  popula- 
tion in  the  latter  place,  of  7,000,  there  were  no  less  than  2,460 
in  absolute  want  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Disturbances,  riots  and  murders  continued,  and  the  excite- 
ment which  led  lo  them  was  on  the  increase. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  have  resulted  thus — there  are  in  favor  of  minis- 
ters 230,  opposition  90,  no  party  men  50,  Carlists  about  12. 
There  had  been  several  destructive  storms  of  hail. 

SFAIN. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  movement  of  general  Ro- 
dil's  army,  mentioned  in  our  last,  the  Carlist  junta  of  Navarre, 


had  called  out  a  levy  en  masse;  and  it  is  supposed  that  that 
province  "would  be  the  theatre  of  all  the  horrors  and  cruellies, 
to  which  a  civil  war,  fomented  by  the  fanaticism  and  egotisia 
of  the  monks,  can  give  rise  lo."  It  was  rumored  that  Don  Car- 
los had  escaped  from  England  and  arrived  in  Spain,  and  ihai  he 
had  granted  letters  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  600,000  francs  for 
the  use  of  the  Carlist  general,  Zumalacarregui,  and  that  he  was 
negotiating  a  loan  in  Paris  to  the  amount  of  125  millions  of 
francs.  The  re[)ort  of  his  arrival  in  Spain  is  discredited. 
Storms  and  cholera  were  doing  sad  work  in  Spain. 


PORTUGAL. 

Don  Pedro's  health  had  been  bad,  but  was  improving.  The 
meeting  of  the  corles  was  looked  for  with  anxiety. 

'J"he  di.*banded  volunteers  were  quietly  returning  to  their 
homes.  The  sales  of  convents  and  other  confiscatc^d  property 
of  the  priests,  gave  general  satisfaction.  Don  Pedro  hail  ap- 
proved the  quadripartite  treaty.  The  cholera  had  reappeared 
in  Lisbon. 

BELQIOM. 

The  citadel  of  Antwerp  is  to  be  immediately  repaired.  The 
king  and  queen  of  Belgium  had  arrived  in  Paris,  and  left  that 
city  on  the  11th  July  for  Rouen,  where  they  were  to  be  met  by 
the  royal  family. 

THE  CHOLERA,  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Board  of  health,  Jla^ust  12,  1834. 
The  following  communication  from  the  resident   physician 
was  read  and  diiected  lo  be  published. 

No.  19,  White  street,  Jlugusf^O. 
Dear  sir:  I  deem  it  within  the  scope  of  my  duty  to  present 
to  you  the  following  communication,  of  cholera  whicli  have 
been  reported  since  its  appearance  in  this  city. 

1  have  visited,  with  perhaps  three  or  four  exceptions,  every 
case  which  has  been  reported,  and  upon  a  diligent  examination 
into  their  several  histories  for  some  days  previously  to,  and  im- 
mediately upon,  the  attack,  I  am  enabled  to  stale,  that  all  but 
one  were  justly  chargeable  to  one  or  other  of  the  three  following 
exciting  causes,  viz:  a  culpable  neglect  of  the  means  ordinarily 
used  for  the  Ireatment  of  diarrhcea  in  proper  season — a  disre- 
gard of  the  cautions  on  the  subject  of  food  and  drinks,  hereto- 
fore inculcated  for  the  prevention  of  the  attack — and  a  reckless 
indifference  on  the  subject  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  and 
the  dangers  arising  from  excess  and  exposure,  which  are  known 
to  give  occasion  lo  diseases  of  the  bowels  at  this  season  of  the 
year  more  than  at  any  other.  More  than  one  half  of  the  cases 
may  be  fairly  set  down  to  the  excessive  indulgence  in  ardent 
spirits:  and  of  the  rest,  a  part  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  arti- 
cles of  ordinary  food,  which,  however  innocent  at  other  sea- 
sons, are  known  lo  he  deleterious  in  the  excessive  heats  of 
summer;  and  a  part  to  the  niistak("n  prejudices  of  the  patients 
on  the  nature  of  the  disease  of  which  they  were  the  subjects. 
All  the  above  causes  operated  in  a  degree,  but  the  first  was  (lie 
most  general,  since  all  the  patients,  excepting  only  two,  with 
whom  I  conversed,  invariably  admitted  the  existence  of  diar- 
rhoea from  two  days  to  one  week's  continuance,  previously  to 
the  development  of  those  symptoms  which  designate  cholera; 
and  in  those  instances  the  attacks  were  preceded  by  an  unwar- 
rantable indulgence  in  unripe  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  an  in- 
judicious use  of  the  river  bath,  sufficient  at  any  lime  to  produce 
cholera  morbus. 

The  histories  of  the  above  cases  fully  accord  with  the  expe- 
rience of  physicians  in  the  summer  of  1832,  and  leave  no  room 
to  doubt  that  the  disease  called  cholera  would  be  divested  of 
most  of  its  real  danger,  and  proportionately  of  its  terrors,  if  due 
attention  was  early  directed  to  the  dttrangement  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels.  A  large  part  of  the  danger  arises  from  the  insidious 
manner  of  the  attack,  which  in  many  cases  passes  for  slight  in- 
disposition, and  attracts  very  little  attention.  Those  symptoms 
have  been  usually  termed  premonitory,  hwX.  they  constilule  in 
truth  the  disease  itself;  and  cholera,  as  generally  understood, 
marked  by  rapid  emaciation,  rice  water  discharges,  cramps, 
cold  sweats,  cold  tongue,  cold  and  pulseless  extremities,  corru- 
gated hands  and  feet,  are  but  the  concomitant  symptoms  of  the 
last  stage,  and  point  with  almost  unerring  certainty  to  the  grave. 
I  have  said  that  in  almost  every  instance,  cholera  is  attended 
by  diarrhoea;  of  a  peculiar  character  no  doubt,  because  arising 
from  a  peculiar  cause;  nevertheless  easily  manageable  by  any 
intelligent  physician;  but  there  are  exceptions,  where  no  pre- 
monitions are  apparent,  and  in  which  the  most  serious  and 
dangerous  symptoms  are  the  first  evidences  of  disease;  these 
exceptions,  however,  are  explicable  without,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, detracting  from  the  general  truth:  Ihey  obtain  in  other 
diseases  common  in  this  country — for  example,  scarlet  fever, 
measles  and  intermittent  fever.  The  general  character  of  these 
diseases  is  well  understood,  and  they  are  successfully  treated; 
but  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  first  evidences  of  disease 
are  of  the  worst  kind,  and  baffle  the  united  skill  of  the  most  in- 
telligent medical  counsel. 

If  the  facts  above  stated  are  received,  the  deductions  from 
them  are  obvious.  Our  fi»$l  care  is  to  caution  the  public  against 
all  imprudence  in  the  use  of  food  and  drinks.  The  food  ought 
to  be  chiefly  animal,  as  not  only  most  nutritious,  but  most  easi- 
ly digested;  all  unripe  fruits  and  vegetables,  whether  prepared 
by  cooking  or  otherwise,  are  to  be  avoided;  and  those  which 
are  matured  should  be  taken  in  moderate  quantities,  in  order 
to  escape  one  of  the  most  common  causes  of  indigestion.  Meats 
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slioulci  be  well  prepared  in  the  process  of  cooking,  and  when  so 
prepared,  sliould  never  be  taken  in  large  amount  when  they  be- 
come cold,  as  they  are  known  to  be  more  difficult  of  digestion 
than  wlien  warm.  Fish  may  be  indulged  in  moderate  quantity, 
but  never  in  excess.  Stale  fish,  which  is  a  very  common  arti- 
cle of  diet  of  the  poor,  and  especially  of  our  colored  population, 
ought  to  be  destroyed  by  the  clerks  of  the  markets,  that  it  might 
in  no  case  be  exposed  for  sale. 

All  unusual  exertion  which  will  induce  profuse  perspiration, 
ought  to  be  avoided,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  ex- 
posure which  will  check  it.  The  cold  or  river  bath  ought  to  be 
used  with  caution,  and  in  no  case  when  persons  are  unusually 
warm.  Excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  ought  to  be  guarded 
against  with  scrupulous  anxiety,  since  a  single  debauch  may 
result  in  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  to  persons  accustomed  to  or 
who  frequently  indulge  in  this  species  of  abuse,  the  attacks 
must  by  necessity  prove  fatal. 

If  notwithstanding  the  observance  of  the  above  cautions, 
diarrhoea  should  occur,  immediate  recourse  must  be  had  to  me- 
dical assistance:  this  last  recommendation  cannot  bo  too  se- 
riously ini[tressed  upon  all  classes  of  the  public.  The  cholera, 
as  it  appears  among  us,  is  not  epidemic;  with  few  exceptions  it 
has  chosen  its  victims  from  among  the  imprudent,  the  destitute 
and  the  intemperate,  and  we  have  strnit^  grounds  to  trust  that 
it  will  not  become  so;  hut  much  depends  upon  tlie  pt;ople  them- 
.«5elves,  and  they  should  be  n)ade  to  realize  the  solemn  truth 
"that  the  exciting  causes  of  the  disease  are  those  which  to  a 
great  extent  they  may  individually  control."  I  am  yours,  very 
a-pspectfully,  JAMES  R.  MA'NLEY,  resident  physician. 

lion.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  president  of  the  board  of  health, 

— — >w®  @  ©♦«*.— 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  NEW  GOLD  COINAGE. 

Having  applied  to  the  treasury  department  for  facts  on  this 
head,  we  have  been  favored  with  an  extract  from  a  recent  com- 
munication by  the  director  of  the  mint,  which  will  doubtless  be 
highly  acceptable  to  mopt  of  our  readers.  {Glohc. 

Mint  of  the  U.  States,  Philadelphia,  Jlun.  16,  1834. 

"Sir:  I  forward  herewith  my  weekly  return  of  the  state  of  my 
account  in  regard  to  the  prompt  payment  Of  mint  certificates 
for  deposites  of  gold.  This  procedure  has  been  found  conve- 
nient to  depositors,  as  well  as  advantageous  to  the  United 
States.  No  depositor  has  desired  prompt  payment  thus  far, 
and  been  disappointed. 

Enclosed  is  also  a  succinct  statement  of  the  amount  of  gold 
deposites  for  the  period  commencing  1st  June,  and  ending  the 
flth  jnst.  x'lih  tlie  deliveries  of  gold  coins  to  that  date  from  the 
IstAugUjst.  The  whole  amount  of  deposites  accumulated  for 
coinage  under  the  new  ratio,  is  given  in  this  statement. 

The  amount  of  coinage  up  to  the  6th,  far  exceeded  the  de- 
liveries ofcoins  contained  in  this  statement — a  mass  having  been 
accumulated  on  hand  to  discharge  heavy  deposites  from  New 
York,  to  be  made  in  the  current  week,  as  will  appear  in  the 
next  statement — nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
in  gold  having  been  forwarded  this  week  to  that  place. 

I  have  only  now  to  add,  that  by  arrangements  involving  no 
disregard  of  the  righlsof  depositors,  all  applicants  for  gold  coins 
to  be  thrown  into  circulation,  have  been  supplied — in  most  in- 
stances at  once,  or  at  farthest  with  very  little  delay.  I  am  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  SAM'L  MOORE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Statement  of  th«  amount  of  gold  subject  to  coinage  under  the 
new  ratio,  deposited  within  the  period  commencing  1st  June, 
and  ending  1st  August,  1834,  with  the  whole  amount  coined 
to  the  latter  date  from  August  Ist,  and  the  amount  of  coin  de- 
livered. 

Gold  bullion  deposited  in  June — coinage  deferred  under  an  an- 


ticipation of  the  action  of  congress 
Gold  deposited  in  July,  and  deferred,  viz: 

Uncoined  bullion  1.33,.30O 

Coins  of  the  United  Slates  226,300 

Foreign  coins  47,400 


;i,500 


Ciold  deposited  from  the  Ist  to  the  9th  August: 

Uncoined  bullion  25,000 

Coins  of  the  U.  Slates  of  former  standard      48,000 
Foreign  coins  3,000 


Whole  amount  coined  from  1st  to  9th  August 


407,000 


76,000 

544,500 
310,000 

$234,500 


Remaining  uncoined  August  9th 

— -'♦►♦<9  ®  C«"« 

MANUFACTORY  OF  PUBLIC  OPINIONS. 

From  the  Natchez  Courier  and  Journal. 

A  view  of  the  interior  of  a  manufactory  of  "public  opinions," 

under  the  "protection"  of  "the  government." 

Chochuma,  May  26,  1834. 
Sin:  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  few  copies  of 
;gen.  Jackson's  protest,  which  it  is  hoped  you  will  distribute,  so 
■that  the  people  as  far  as  is  convenient  will  be  informed  of  its 
contents.  The  friends  of  gen.  Jackson,  throughout  the  state, 
•have  elected  delegates  to  hold  a  state  convention  at  Jackson, 
don  the  second  Monday  in  June,  (this  day  three  w<!eks).  Gov. 
Runnels  and  all  our  friends  below,  are  very  anxious  that  dele- 
gates from  the  new  counties  should  also  attend  this  conven- 
^ion.    It  is  hoped  you  will  hold  a  meeting  in  your  end  of  the 


county,  between  this  lime  and  Thursday  week,  and  select  two 
persons  who  can  go  to  Jackson  as  delegates. 

If  you  will  advise  us  of  the  persons  selected  we  will  hold  a 
meeting  here  and  nominate  them  also.  It  is  also  wished  that 
these  delegates  (that  is,  as  many  as  are  sent  from  the  new 
counties)  confer  with  the  governor,  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
ordering  an  election  for  members  in  the  next  session  of  the  leg- 
islature from  all  the  new  counties.  I  have  no  doubt,  myself, 
but  he  will  do  it,  if  urged  by  the  people  of  the  new  counties  as 
he  has  always  been  a  friend  to  them.  I  herewith  enclose 
rough  draughts  of  resolutions  which  have  usually  been  adopted 
in  the  lower  counties,  save  that  one  in  regard  to  Plummer:  he 
had  not  then  made  his  speech  in  support  of  gen.  Jackson. 

I  hope  you  will  write  to  me  by  the  bearer.  Your  friend,  &c. 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  GWIN. 

To  Win.  Fanning,  esq. 

A    COPY    OF    THE     RESOLUTIONS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Talahatcha  county,  at  the 
house  of on day  of ,  1834,  who  are  in  fa- 
vor of  president  Jackson,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  we  entertain  the  highest  veneration  for  riie 
character  and  services  of  general  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of 
tlie  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  vote  of  censure  and  condemna- 
tion, by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  of  gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son, is  an  act  of  unprecedented  violence,  and  an  insult  to  the 
American  people,  in  the  person  of  their  president. 

Resolved,  That  we  fully  approve  of  the  course  of  president 
Andrew  Jackson,  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
we  are  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  government  deposites 
to  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of  the  hon.  F.  E. 
Plummer,  he  being  the  only  member  from  the  state  that  truly 
represents  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That and ,  be  appointed  dele- 
gates, to  the  Jackson  convention  that  meets  at  Jackson  on  the 
second  Monday  in  June,  to  represent  the  county  of  Talahatcha 
in  said  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by 
the  president  and  secretary  and  published  in  all  the  papers  of 
this  stale  friendly  to  the  administration. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  above  appointed  while  at  Jack- 
son confer  with  such  others,  as  may  be  elected  from  the  new 
counties  and  request  his  excellency,  governor  Runnels  to  order 
an  election,  to  elect  members  to  represent  said  counties,  in 
the  next  legislature.* 

We  are  all  familiar,  adds  the  Courier,  with  the  circnmstan 
ces  under  which  col.  Gwin  became  a  citizen  of  this  slate.  We 
have  all  heard  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  ol  re  gister  of 
public  lands,  at  Mount  Salus,  when  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  de- 
partments at  Washington  city;  of  his  rejection  by  the  senate;  of 
his  re-appointment,  during  the  recess  of  congress,  and  of  his 
rejection  a  second  time.  We  have  seen  the  perseverance  of 
the  president  to  keep  his  friend  in  office, — of  his  nomination  to 
the  office  at  Chochuma,  of  the  same  col.  Gwin.  Having  obtain- 
ed the  privileges  of  citizenship,  the  senate  confirmed  bis  ap- 
pointment. 

As  register  of  public  lands,  at  Chochuma,  how  do  we  find 
him  employed.'  In  aiding  the  president,  (who  gave  him  his  of- 
fice and  means  of  support),  in  bringing  "the  patronage  of  the 
government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,"  by 
calling  meetings  and  manufacturing  public  opinion,  for  the 
adoption  of  my  brethren  in  office,  "Stc.  &c. 

(Jl^There  is  no  doubt  that  this  matter  will  be  enquired  into, 
and  that  the  president,  true  to  his  own  original  principles  ofre- 
form,  will  "reform"  col.  Gwin— if  the  preceding  statement  is 
truel 
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BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
From  the  .Journal  of  Commerce. 
The  following  comparative  statement  from  the  returns  of  the 
United  States  bank  on  the  1st  of  July  and  1st  of  August,  shows 
in  what  way  the  curtailment  occurred  in  July,  and  vindicates 
the  bank  and  the  committee  of  merchants  from  the  unworthy 
imputation  which  the  Globe  and  other  Jackson  papers  have 
sought  to  throw  upon  them. 

The  curtailment  results  from  the  reduction  in  southern  drafts, 
which  have  been  paid  off,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  discount  lines  have  been  extended  in  all  the  piincipal 
cities;  and  the  statement  of  the  money  market  is  abundant  proof 
that  the  wants  of  trade  are  fully  supplied. 

General  statement.  \st  July.  \st  August. 

Loans  on  personal  security  29,932,977  22        30,182,503  09 

"        bank  stock  1,031,325  53  1,150,478  23 

"        other  securities  3,459,618  97         3,411,135  67 


Domestic  Dills  of  exchange 


34,423,921  72 
16,601,051  00 


34,694,116  99 
13,932,049  90 


51,024,972  72        48,626,166  89 


*As  the  inquiry  will  probably  be  made,  how  these  documenta 
came  into  our  possession,  we  will  state  that  a  gentleman  sent 
them  to  us,  with  the  assurance  that  they  were  obtained  in  an 
honorable  manner. 
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Bariiiff,  Brothers  &  Co.  &c.  3,750,242  00 

.Specie  12,823,997  93 

Uedemption  of  the  public  debt  848,581  2G 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States  305,226  67 

Public  officers  1,521,625  68 

Individual  deposites  6,275;869  70 

Circulation  16,641,997  90 

Due /rom  state  banks,  2,565,524  28 

Due  to        do.        do.  9,156,796  94 

Loans  at  Boston. 

Ijoans  on  personal  security  1,216,796  53 

"        bank  stock  43,528  30 

«        other  securities  34,200  00 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange  1,587,621  16 

Due/rom  other  banks  46,398  41 

Due  to        do.        do.  81,937  27 

Loans  in  New  York. 

Loans  on  personal  security  4,527,193  46 

"        bank  stock  24,100  00 

"        other  securities  157,998  02 


Domestic  bills  of  exchange 


4,706,291  48 
902,917  56 


4,261,201  04 

13,626,049  63 

728,292  48 

438,650  27 

1,442,314  .30 

6,804,633  95 

16,469,342  90 

1,893,752  68 

2,424,724  94 

1,295,035  66 

40,338  30 

25,100  00 

1,826,044  45 

160,506  17 

371,261  75 

4,775,733  71 

31,400  00 

123,433  54 

4,930,567  25 
957,245  44 


5,609,209  04  5,887,812  69 


Due/rojn  state  banks  818,73109 

Due  to        do.        do.  240,646  29 

Loans  in  Philadelphia. 
Loans  on  personal  security  3,298,822  16 

"        bank  stock 

'*        other  securities 


Domestic  bills  of  exchange 


261,253  47 
583,054  54 

3,389,014  09 

228,793  00     256,563  00 

2,165,003  40    2,246,584  39 

5.692.618  56    5,892,161  48 
1,072,040  91    1,200,111  65 

6.764.619  47    7,092,273  13 


Due/Tom  state  banks 
i>ue  to       <lo.        do. 

Loans  at  Baltimore. 
Loans  on  personal  security  1,827,527  29 

"        bank  stock 

"        other  securities 


722,799  71 
323,825  94 


116,920  00 
50,200  00 


644,916  65 
461,866  01 

1,798,413  37 

113,650  00 

50,200  00 


Domestic  bills  of  exchan"e 


Due/ram  state  banks 
Due  to        de.       -do. 


1,994,647  29 
184,281  51 


1,962.263  37 
237,516  35 


2,178,928  80  2,199,779  72 


38,967  59 
99,117  99 


40,119  64 
84,181  19 


In  another  part  of  this  sheet,  we  have  offered  a  few  remarks 
on  the  increased  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  bank  in  Europe, 
and  the  rightfulness  of  them  is  shewn  in  the  preceding  table, 
which  wc  did  not  notice  until  after  those  remarks  were  in  type. 

The  grand  aggregate  of  the  loans,  for  the  reason  assigned — to 
wit:  the  payment  of  southern  drafts,  (as  is  shewn  in  the  line  of 
domestic  bills),  was  lessened  considerably,  and  yet  it  appears 
that  the  bank  is  indebted  to  the  state  banks  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion, in  the  aggregate — but  the  bank's  specie  and  specie  funds 
were  largely  increased  during  the  month  of  July.  The  "wants 
of  trade"  are  much  restricted,  else  the  funds  in  Europe  would 
soon  be  sold,  and  their  proceeds  added  to  the  funds  at  home. 
There  is  a  general  increase  of  "loans  on  personal  security,"  and 
yet  the  circulation  of  th«  bank  is  somewhat  diminished.  The 
*'money  market"  is  very  easy,  that  is,  the  strongest  state  banks 
have  obtained  confidence  from  the  great  strength  and  liberal 
proceedings  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  money 
was  hardly  ever,  witliin  our  experience,  so  scarce  as  it  is  now 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  between  man  and  man.  We  know 
that  many  of  the  most  substantial  of  our  dealers  and  mechanics 
are  hard  pressed  to  meet  tlie  demands  upon  them,  though  gene- 
rally doing  a  more  cautious  business  than  heretofore;  but  it  is 
this  caution  that,  by  reducing  the  circuZa^io?i  of  money,  mak(!s  it 
"scarce."  Approved  notes  are  freely  discounted  by  the  banks — 
but  persons  capable  of  making  such  notes  do  not  make  them 
freely.  Ed.  Reg, 


MATHEVV  CAREY. 
We  feel  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  following  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  private  virtues  and  pubhc  services  of  our  long 
valued  and  venerable  friend. 

A  number  of  citizens  having  subscribed  for  a  service  of  plate, 
for  Mr.  M.  Carey,  it  was  lately  presented  to  him,  accompa- 
nied by  the  following  letter: 

Philadelpkia,  July  4,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  On  behalf  of  a  number  of  your  personal  and  sin- 
cere friends,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  preicntiiig  to  you  the 
accompanying  service  of  plate,  of  which  they  request  your  ac- 
ceptance, as  a  testimonial  of  their  respect  for  your  public  con 
duct,  and  their  esteem  for  your  private  virtues.  They  have 
long  witnessed  the  unwearied  eflbtts,  with  which  every  scheme 
of  private  benevolcncr,  and  every  plan  of  public  improvement, 
bave^urnl  iu  you  a  zealous  and  disinterested  advocate;  and 


deem  your  whole  career  in  life  an  encouraging  example^  by  the 
imitation  of  which,  xuithovt  the  aid  of  official  station  or  political 
power,  every  private  citizen  may  become  a  public  benefactor.  Of 
this  happy  union  of  the  social  qualities  niid  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  a  good  citizen,  they  wish  to  offer  you  this  permanent  memo- 
rial, which  they  pray  you  to  receive,  with  their  best  wishes  for 
the  continuance  of  vour  health  and  usefulness. 

JOHN  SAVAGE,  1 

N.   BIDDLE, 

PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU, 
JOSEPH   DUGAN, 
ALEXANDER  HENRY, 
SAMUEL  RICHARDS, 
JOHN  VAUGHAN, 
John  Meany,  secretary. 
To  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  Fhiladelphia, 


J 


REPLY. 

Gentlemen:  I  want  words  to  express  the  deep  sense  I  enter- 
tain of  the  kind  and  friendly  feeling  to  which  I  am  indebted  for 
the  very  gratifying  mark  of  your  esteem,  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  this  day — and,  in  a  most  especial  manner,  for 
the  courteous  and  flattering  terms  of  the  letter  by  which  it  is 
accompanied. 

Such  a  testimonial,  from  any  number  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
however  remotely  situated,  I  should  highly  and  deservedly 
prize — but  emanating,  as  it  does,  almost  altogether  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  a  city  where  1  have  resided  within  a  few 
months  of  half  a  century,  and  where  I  have  been  on  terms  of 
friendly  intercourse  for  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  with  many 
of  the  contributors,  by  most  of  whom  1  must  be  intimately 
known — it  acquires  a  greatly  enhanced  value;  and  hence  I 
shall  always  regard  the  presentation  as  one  of  the  most  pre- 
cious incidents  of  my  life.     I  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

MATHEW  CAREY. 
Messrs.  John   Savage,  Nicholas  Biddlc,  Peter  S.  Duponceau, 

Joseph    Dugan,  Jilexander  Henry,   Samuel  Richards,  John 

Vaughan  and  John  Meany,  esqrs. 
Philadelphia,  July  4,  1834. 

The  following  is  the  inscription — 

^  TO 

MATHEW  CAREY, 

FROM    HIS    SINCERE    FRIENDS, 

AS  A  TESTIMONIAL  OF  THEfR  GRATITUDE 
FOR  HIS  PUBLIC  SERVICES, 

AND     THEIR 

Esteem  for  his  Private  Virtues. 
July  4,  1834. 
The  names  of  the  donors,  thirty-two  in  number,  are  engrav- 
ed on  the  plate,  which  may  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Wilson's,  north 
Fifth  street. 

ANTI-MASONS,  &c. 
From  the  Worcester  Palladium, 

Worcester,  July  31,  1834. 
To  his  excellency  John  Davis: 

Sir:  You  are  undoubtedly  aware,  that  since  the  organization 
of  the  anti-masonic  party  in  this  commonwealth,  a  committee 
for  this  county  has  constantly  existed,  with  instructions  to  hold 
such  correspondence,  and  from  time  to  time  to  make  such  com- 
munications to  the  members  of  the  parly  and  to  the  public  as 
in  their  judgment  the  common  good  might  refjuire.  Upon  a 
recent  and  very  full  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  have  been  requested  as  their  organ,  to  submit  to  you 
in  their  behalf,  the  present  communication. 

We  trust  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  the  liberty  we  take 
in  addressing  you  upon  a  subject  which  we  deem  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  public  welfare.  The  measures  and 
the  policy  of  the  present  national  administration  have  been, 
and  now  are,  of  such  character  as  to  awaken  in  every  patriotic 
mind  a  strong  feehng  of  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  our 
constitution  and  laws,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions. This  feeling  pionipts  us  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
l)oiitical  exigency,  to  look  to  the  ballot  box  as  the  true  correc- 
tive of  whatever  evil  afTlicte  the  country,  through  the  influence 
of  impolitic  measures  of  unskilful,  incompetent  or  corrupt  ru- 
lers. 

In  this  commonvvenlih,  as  you  perfectly  well  know,  the  op- 
ponents of  the  national  administration  are  divided  among  them- 
selves on  a  subject  which  h;is  no  direct  reference  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  government:  hut  yet  that  subject  has  become  so 
mingled  with  our  state  politics  as  materially  to  aftect  the  just 
influence  which  the  people  of  Massachusetts  might  otherwise 
have  in  our  national  councils. 

It  is  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  masonic  institution  is  the 
cause  of  this  division.  Must  that  division  necessarily  continue? 
In  the  present  aspect  of  our  affairs  having  reference  alike  to 
public  opinion,  and  the  existing  laws  of  the  commonwealth 
upon  this  subject,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  sen- 
timents of  tlie  whig  defenders  of  the  constitution  will  be  found 
to  be  so  far  in  accordance  with  those  whose  motto  is  "the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws,"  as  to  enable  them,  at  least  on  great  and 
leading  questions  of  policy,  to  act  in  liarmonious  union  with 
eaeh  other? 

Knowing  your  attachment  to  the  principles  and  form  of  our 
govcrnmenl,and  the  devotion  you  have  often  manifested  to  the 
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rights  and  interests  of  the  people,  may  we  iiot  hope  that  you 
Will  communicate  to  us,  with  your  usual  fraIlkne!^s,  your  views 
of  the  duty  of  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  at  this  import- 
ant crisis? 

Many,  and  we  have  no  doubt  a  great  majority  ofthe  anti-ma- 
sonic party,  with  which  we  are  associated,  and  whose  agents 
within  a  limited  sphere  we  have  been  and  still  are,  will  sacri- 
fice every  thing  but  tlieir  principles  to  bring  back  the  govern- 
ment to  its  original  character,  and  suj'tain  it  on  the  basis  of  the 
constitution.  Under  the  influi-nce  of  this  patriotic  sentiment, 
they  will  duly  recognize  a  similarity  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
those  from  whom  they  have  heretofore  been  separated  by  a 
contrariety  of  opinion  in  regard  to  an  institution,  which  they 
believe  the  public  good  demands  should  no  longer  be  among  us 
to  disturb  our  political  harmony.  With  a  (irm  conviction  of 
the  integrity  of  their  motives,  and  the  honesty  of  their  inten- 
tions, we  are  fully  persuaded,  that  no  minor  considerations  will 
prevent  their  acting  on  the  broad  and  common  ground  of  oppo- 
Bition  to  the  national  administration  wherever  they  can  do  so 
without  compromising  the  principles  which  they  believe  to  be 
founded  in  their  common  right  and  duty. 

We  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  your  reply  to  this  communi- 
cation at  as  early  a  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience;  and 
shall  feel  an  additional  obligation  for  your  permission  to  grve 
publicity  to  your  sentiments.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  PLINY  MERRICK. 

For  and  in  behalf  of  the  anti-masonic  committee  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Worcester. 

Worcester,  ^iig.  1,  1834. 
Sir:  Your  favor  addressed  to  me  in  behalf  of  the  anti-maso- 
nic committee  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  was  received  this 
day — as  the  contents  relate  to  the  political  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, and  as  I  stand  before  the  public  in  the  attitude  of  a  candi- 
date for  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  I  might  excuse  myself  from 
a  compliance  with  your  request.  Perhaps  prudence  would  sug- 
gest this  course,  and  I  should  unhesitatingly  yield  obedience  to 
that  suggestion,  if  the  communication  came  from  those  who 
have  honored  me  with  their  support.  But  it  originates  from  a 
different  source.  It  is  courteous  in  its  language,  and  appears, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  to  emanate,  not  from  a  spirit  of  political 
intrigue,  but  from  an  honest  desire  to  advance  the  public  good. 
As,  therefore,  those  who  have  addressed  me  have  decided,  for 
themselves,  that  such  a  measure  is  both  proper  and  expedient, 
I  can  perceive  no  violation  of  any  duty,  or  obligation  I  owe  to 
my  fellow  citizens,  in  making  a  brief  reply,  though  I  am  aware 
that  whatever  may  be  said  will  probably  be  perverted  and  mis- 
represented by  those  who  may  think  their  interests  promoted 
by  such  a  course. 

You  dwell  with  much  earnestness  upon  the  crisis  in  our  na- 
tional affairs,  and  surely  it  demands  the  diirpassionate  consider- 
ation of  every  patriot.  A  firm  union  and  an  active  co-opera- 
tion of  all  citizens  attached  to  the  constitution,  and  anxious  to 
preserve  the  substance,  as  well  as  the  forn)!*  of  free  govern- 
ment, is  a  duty  which  each  and  every  one  owes  to  our  common 
country. 

Federal  power  must  be  restrained  to  its  constitutional  limits, 
and  those  who  exercise  it  must  be  held  to  strict  accountability; 
an  accountability  which  will  suffer  no  abuse  or  usnrpation  of 
power  to  escape  popular  condemnation,  or  the  lust  of  ambition 
will  overshadow  the  land  with  tyranny.  Our  reliance  to  sup- 
press this  kind  of  temerity,  whenever  it  exists,  is  upon  the 
voice  of  the  people,  the  sentence  of  the  ballot  box,  and  the 
more  united  the  people  are,  the  more  efficacious  will  be  that 
sentence. 

I  concur,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  that  this  commonwealth 
will  not  have  its  just  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  United 
Stales,  unless  those  who  harmonise  in  their  views  of  public  po- 
licy can  act  in  concert. 

No  one  laments  more  than  I  do  the  estrangement  which  we 
witness.  No  one  has  felt  more  sincerely  desirous  of  restoring 
mutual  confidence;  and  no  one  has  been,  or  is,  more  willing  to 
obey  the  public  will  in  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  end. 

You  observe  that  "it  is  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  maso- 
nic institution  is  the  cause  of  this  division,"  and  you  have  been 
pleased  to  ask  my  "views  of  the  duties  of  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth  at  this  important  crisis." 

That  the  public  mind  is  greatly  agitated,  and  that  the  masonic 
institution  is  a  disturbing  ca\ise  admits  of  no  doubt.  It  is 
equally  clear  to  my  own  mind  that  it  is  a  high  and  imperatire 
duty  which  all  good  citizens  owe  to  the  state,  to  endeavor  by 
all  reasonable  means  and  sacrifices  to  restore  public  harmony. 
I  fear,  however,  in  making  this  ajipcal  yon  over-estimate  the 
importance  of  my  humble  opinions;  indeed  in  an  excited  state 
of  sentiment,  one  can  scarcely  maintain  reasonable  opinions 
wiH)out  hazarding  reproach  from  the  zealous  and  heated. 

Whether  thiscontroversy  is  to  continue,  and  the  influence  of 
the  slate  to  be  impaired  by  it,  must  depend  on  the  exercise  of 
mutual  forbearance  and  patriotism.  In  party  conflicts  we  must 
not  lose  sight  o  lour  country  and  its  institutions;  but  must  re- 
member we  have  a  constitution,  on  the  preservation  of  which, 
depends  our  political  happiness  and  the  best  hopes  of  mankind. 
Conciliation  did  much  duting  the  last  winter  towards  sur- 
mounting the  barrier,^  of  separation,  and  I  entertained  hopes 
that  it  had  excited  an  impulse  which  would  have  accomplished 
much  more  before  this  time. 

The  statue  against  oaths  not  authorised  by  law,  was  sustain- 
ed with  a  unanimity  of  sentiment,  and  a  patriotic  zeal  for  the 


public  peace,  which  gave  apparent  promise  of  a  voluntary  ahan- 
doMiueMt  of  the  masonic  lodges.  The  bitterness  of  feeling 
which  had  characterised  the  controversy  made  some  assuaging 
measure  necessary  to  heal  dissension,  and  none  seemed  to  me 
so  ethcatious  as  this  in  restoring  peace  to  ihe  ])ublic  mind,  and 
consequently  harmony  to  our  councils.  It  ought  to  be  done  lor 
the  good  ofthe  country;  and  1  doubt  not  the  spirit  of  patriotism 
which  has  distinguished  many  of  this  class  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, will  outweigh  all  attachment  to  the  institutitm,  and  lead 
to  a  speedy  relinquishment  of  it.  This  step  will  entitle  those 
who  bring  it  about  to  the  gratitude  ofthe  public.  It  will  be  but 
carrying  out  the  manly  feeling  which  sustained  the  law  of  the 
last  session  ofthe  legislature,  and  anticipating  immediately  the 
result  to  which  that  law  must  lead. 

In  expressing  tliese  sentiments,  I  feel  assured  that  I  concur 
in  opinion  with  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth; and,  I  may  add,  do  but  make  known  in  this  form  opi- 
nions which  I  have  long  freely  avowed.  It  seems  to  me  no 
other  course  could  so  speedily  and  effectually  tranquillise  pub- 
lic sentiment.  If,  however,  discontent  should  remain,  it  will 
be  among  those  only  who  have  concealed  reasons  for  maintain- 
ing a  controversy,  and  are  opposed  to  reconciliation. 

On  the  whole,  without  entering  more  into  the  subject,  allow 
me  to  observe,  that  much  in  the  spirit  of  peace  has  been  done; 
and  I  doubt  not  among  the  calm,  considerate  and  patriotic, 
whose  influences  must  prevail,  there  is  a  disposition  to  do 
more;  and  if  this  temper  is  appreciated,  if  it  shall  meet  with  a 
like  disposition  for  peace,  all  causes  of  discontent  will  soon  dis- 
appear. It  is  however  as  impossible  instantaneously  to  com- 
pose intellectual  strife  as  it  is  to  smooth  the  surface  of  the  agi- 
tated ocean.  But  if  there  is,  as  I  have  no  doubt  there  is,  a  de- 
sire abroad  to  harmonise  rather  than  irritate,  and  if  there  i3 
manly  independence  enough  to  follow  what  the  judgment  dic- 
tates to  be  right,  instead  of  serving  reluctantly  in  the  ranks  of 
party  warfare,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  your  hopes  of  tran- 
quillity will  soon  be  realised. 

I  have  now,  sir,  frankly  communicated  to  you  such  views  as 
seem  to  me  important,  and  will  close  by  observing  that  forbear- 
ance and  mutual  respect  will  not  only  restore  mutual  confi- 
dence, but  will  remove  the  causes  of  controversy.  With  great 
respect,  your  ob't  servant,  J.  DAVIS. 

To  Pliny  Merrick,  esq.  chairman  of  the  anti-masonic  comndt- 
tee  for  the  county  of  Worcester. 


THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 
The  New  York  Courier  &  Enquirer  publishes  an  extract  from 
a  speech  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
f^an  Buren,  the  present  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  a  powerful  hearing  upon  the  hostilities  waged  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress, and  kept  up  since  the  adjournment  with  great  spirit  by 
the  organized  press — on  which  the  following  extracts  bear  with 
great  severity. 

We  recommend  them  to  the  consideration  ofthe  managers  of 
these  presses,  and  to  all  other  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  of  the  "corruptions"  ofthe  senate,  and  even  of  express- 
ing wishes  for  the  annihilation  of  that  body.  Some  of  these 
may  well  be  startled  at  Mr.  Van  Buren's  use  of  the  words 
"whigs  and  lories." 

Extracts  from  Martin  Van  Buren^s  speech  in  the  senate  ofthe  U. 
States,  on  Mr.  Foot's  amendment  to  the  rides  of  the  senate,  by 
which  it  tvas  -proposed  to  give  the  vice  president  the  right  to 
call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

"Who,  said  he,  can  be  blind  to  the  consequences,  that,  in 
the  political  agitations  of  the  times,  may  be  fairly  apprehended 
from  the  possession  of  this  power  by  the  vice  president?  Who 
cannot  see  what  a  tremendous  engine  it  may  bepome  in  the 
hands  of  an  ambitious  and  still  aspiring  executive?  That  it  may 
give  him,  through  the  agency  of  his  political  friend  and  coadju- 
tor in  this  body,  a  complete  and  irresistible  control  over  the  de- 
bates of  its  members,  and  consequently  over  the  extent  and 
characierof  the  information  on  public  affairs  lobe  given  through 
us  to  the  people? 

"The  connexion  of  the  executive  with  the  senate  is  much 
closer  than  with  the  house  of  representative's.  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  treaties,  appointments  and  the  whole  range  of  executive 
business,  the  senate  is  almost  the  only  check.  It  is,  therefore, 
of  vital  importance  f/irtf  if  should  he  wholly  exempt  from  executive 
control.  This  body  was  looked  upon  by  the  framers  ofthe  con- 
stitution, as  a  sanctuary  for  the  federal  and  equal  rights  ofthe 
states,  and  so  framed  as  to  cherish  that  sentiment  on  the  part 
of  its  members.  It  is  here  alone  that  the  federal  principle  had 
been  preserved:  a  principle  valuable  to  all,  but  particularly  to 
the  small  states;  for  it  is  in  this  department  alone  that  their 
perfect  equality  is  recognised.  But  where,  sir,  will  be  its  ef- 
ficiency, if  the  doctrine  contended  for  he  established?  When, 
hereafter,  ft  senator  shall  feel  it  to  be  his  duly  to  attempt  in 
language  which  he  may  think  the  occasion  requires,  to  arrest 
encroachment  of  the  executive,  or  to  seek  redress  by  exposing 
abuses  of  trust  on  its  part,  or  that  of  any  of  its  subordinates,  he 
may  find  his  lips  closed,  not  indeed,  as  of  old,  by  gag  lam,  but 
by  a  power  far  more  eftectual.  He  may  perhaps  be  told,  that 
although  it  is  his  right  to  canvass  freely  the  public  acts  of  the 
president  and  his  cabinet,  it  must  be  done  in  a  manner  more 
decorous;  that  their  motives  are  not  to  be  rudely  scanned  and 
discredited;  that  debates  of  that  character,  having  a  tendency 
unjustly  to  alienate  the  confidence  of  the  people,  nio  out  of 
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order;  that  if  he  will  shape  his  periods  according  to  the  pre- 
scribed form,  and  measure  the  extent  and  hittcriiess  of  his  d<!- 
nunciation  by  the  administration  standard,  lie  may  j/o  on — but 
if  not,  he  must  desist.  *  *  *  *  in  his  opinion,  the 
senate  would  be  wantinfr  in  what  it  owed  to  its  constituents, 
to  itself,  to  its  true  inten  sts  and  dignity,  if  it  conhl  for  a  mo 
inent  lend  its  sanction  tn  a  prineiph;  t-o  untenable  and  so  dan- 
gerous. The  senate,  heretofore,  he  s<i!d,  had  vol  been  insensible 
to  what  bcloriged  to  its  I'l^hls.  It  was  but  the  session  before  the  last 
that  the  executive,  in  a  communication  to  its,  advanced  a  preten- 
sion incomi>at.ii)le  irilh  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  senate. 
Jind  how  was  it  received?  It  teas  not  the  exercise,  but  merely  the 
assertion  of  a  power,  on  his  part — an  assertion,  it  is  true,  wholly 
unsupportable;  and,  he  believed  no  one  would  deny,  most  vnwischj 
put  forth,  ^^nd  how,  he  asked  again,  had  it  been  treatedl  Re- 
solutions were  introduced  denouncing  the  unfounded  assump- 
tion AS  AN  EXECUTIVE  ENCROACHMENT  THAT  OUGHT  TO  BE  RE- 
SISTED. A  disposition  to  do  so,  and  to  preserve  and  maintain 
the  just  rights  of  the  body,  not  on  our  own  account,  but  in  be- 
half of  those  who  sent  us  liere,  was  then  manifested,  that  in  his 
judgment  reflected  the  highest  honor  on  the  body. 

"In  every  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  in  which  this  sub- 
ject had  presented  itself  to  his  mind,  it  had  produced  but  one 
sentiment,  and  that  was  unqualified  opposition  to  the  preroga- 
tive claimed  by  tiie  chair.  Although  this  claim  of  power  is  now 
for  the  first  time  made,  the  principle  in  which  it  originates  is  as 
old  as  the  government  itself.  I  look  upon  it,  sir,  as  the  legiti- 
mate offspring  of  a  school  of  politics,  which  has,  in  times  past, 
agitated  and  greatly  disturbed  this  country — of  a  school,  the 
leading  principle  of  which  may  be  traced  to  that  great  source  of 
the  political  contentions  which  have  pervaded  every  country 
where  the  rights  of  man  were  in  any  degree  respected.  I  al- 
lude, sir,  to  that  collision  which  seems  to  be  inseparable  from 
the  nature  of  man,  between  the  rights  of  the/ew  and  the  many 
— to  those  never  ceasing  conflicts  between  the  advocates  of  the 
enlargement  and  concentration  of  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
its  limitation  and  distribution  on  the  other:  Confltcts  which, 
IN  England,  created  the  distinction  between  whigs  and 
TORIES:  the  latter  striving  by  all  the  means  within  their  reach 
to  increase  the  dominion  and  influence  of  the  throne,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  commons  and  people;  and  the  former  to  counter- 
act the  exertions  of  their  adversaries,  by  abridging  its  dominion 
and  influence,  for  the  advancement  of  the  rights  and  the  con- 
sequent amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  people." 

PHILADELPHIA  RIOTS— SECOND  NIGHT. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian,  August  15. 
The  riots  recommenced  on  Wednesday  liigiit  with  redoubled 
activity  and  fury.  In  consequence  of  the  disturbances  of  the 
preceding  evening,  the  city  police,  under  the  mayor,  were 
marched  just  after  dark  to  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  city, 
and  the  police  of  the  districts  were  also  assembled.  The  riot- 
ers, however,  did  not  show  themselves  in  any  force  until  about 
11  o'clock,  when  the  peace  officers,  worn  out  by  tlie  toils  of  the 
affray  on  Tuesday,  and  not  anticipating  a  second  riot,  had  gene- 
rally retired. 

The  onset  was  made  in  Seventh  street  between  Shippen  and 
Fitzwater  streets.  Two  three  ftoried  brick  houses  on  the  west 
side,  occupied  by  blacks,  were  first  assailed.  The  windows 
and  doors  were  dashed  to  piec^;s,  the  furniture  demolished,  and 
the  inhabitants  dragged  from  their  beds  and  dreadfully  beaten. 
In  the  morning  one  of  them  was  carried  to  the  hospital.  The 
mob  then  moved  on  to  Baker  street,  where  three  frame  houses 
were  almost  torn  to  pieces,  and  completely  riddled  with  stones. 
The  little  property  of  the  inhabitants,  bedsteads,  hedding,  &c. 
was  strewed  about  the  streets  in  fragments.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  occupants  were  much  hurt.  In  Baker  below  Se- 
venth street,  several  frame  buildings  shared  the  same  fate;  and 
in  Seventh  below  Baker  street,  two  other  houses  were  as  much 
injured.  The  First  African  Presbyteiian  church  in  Seventh 
street,  exhibits  serious  marks  of  tiie  fray.  The  doors  are  dent- 
ed and  battered,  and  the  window  sashes  knocked  to  pieces. 
The  rioters  found  it  impossil)Ie  to  effect  an  entrance,  or  the  in- 
terior of  the  church  would  have  been  demolished. 

In  Shippen  street  below  Seventh,  two  large  three-story  brick 
houses  are  reduced  to  mere  wrecks.  The  doors  and  window 
shutters  are  hanging  in  fragments,  and  the  houses  are  thorough- 
ly gutted.  A  frame  house  adjacent  suffered  as  badly.  The  pail- 
ings,  a  small  front  garden,  and  the  fragments  of  the  buildings  at 
this  point  exhibit  melancholy  instances  of  the  fury  of  the  rioters. 
A  small  court  opposite,  occupied  altogether  by  blacks,  appears 
to  have  been  an  especial  object  of  attack.  Upwards  of  six 
houses  were  here  assailed  and  dealt  with  as  violently  as  others. 
In  Small  street,  four  or  five  frame  tenements  suffered  severely. 
The  damage  above  described  was  seen  by  us,  in  a  hasty  walk 
over  the  ground  yesterday;  but  we  are  informed  that  it  is  only 
part  of  the  whole  mischief  perpetrated.  The  scene  was  a  me- 
lancholy example  of  mob  violence.  The  furniture  of  the  houses 
was  broken  into  the  smallest  fragments;  notliing  escaped;  tlie 
bedding  was  carried  into  the  streets,  ripped  up  with  knives,  and 
the  contents  scattered  far  and  wide.  The  bedsteads,  chairs  and 
table  were  hacked  to  chips.  The  inhabitants  who  were  not 
fortunate  enough  to  fly  at  the  first  approach  of  the  rioters,  were 
treated  with  brutal  cruelty;  and  we  learned  that  an  old  inoffen- 
sive negro  was  lying  dead  from  the  effects  of  the  treatment  he 
received,  in  the  wreok  of  his  house.  Others  who  were  carried 
to  the  hospital,  it  is  said  cannot  survive.  Murder  is  then  to  be 
added  to  the  account  of  the  riots  in  Philadelphia. 


Between  one  and  two  o'clock  the  combined  police  made  an 
effectual  rush  upon  the  mob,  headed,  we  believe,  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  and  (|uietness  was  restored.  'J'en  or  fifteen  prison- 
ers were  made,  who  were  carried  direct  to  prison. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  afternoon  papers  of 
yesterday: 

'J'lie  niol)  assembled  as  before,  in  the  Hospital  lot.  From 
tlieiic(!  they  proceiMletl  in  a  body  to  the  coiin;r  of  Small  and  Sixth 
street.  At  this  time  the  crowd  must  have  consisted  of  nearly 
500  persons,  generally  lads  from  17  to  '20  years  old,  with  a  num- 
beir  of  men.  They  appeared  to  act  in  a<;c()r(lance  with  a  pre- 
concerted plan  generally  understood,  'i'lie  white  ri'sidents  in 
the  district  extended  a  light  Irom  their  windows  and  the  houses 
thus  designated  were  respected. 

Not  a  hous(;,  the  dwelling  of  colored  people,  was  spared.  The 
poor  blacks,  affrighted  at  the  approaching  storm,  had  fled  their 
houses,  and  even  the  city,  and  took  repose  by  thousands  in  the 
fields  and  woods  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city. 

The  mob  entered  one  house  where  a  man,  who  had  not  been 
awakened  by  his  frightened  companions,  was  found  in  his  bed 
aslee|).  The  rioters  in  despite  of  his  piteous  entreaties  for  mer- 
cy, seized  the  poor  fellow  and  hurled  him  out  of  the  window. 

Soon  alter  the  mob  coilecied  at  the  corner  of  Soutii  and  Se- 
venth streets,  word  was  given  to  march  down  Seventh  street, 
the  police  of  the  city  Ixiing  too  strong  to  permit  any  breaches  of 
the  peace  within  tlieir  boundaries. 

On  the  way  down  several  blacks  were  inhumanly  beaten  and 
dreadfully  lacerated.  In  one  house  there  was  a  corpse,  which 
was  thrown  out  of  the  coflin;  and  another,  a  dead  infant,  was 
taken  out  of  the  bed  and  cast  on  the  floor,  the  mother  being  at 
the  same  time  barbarously  treated.  The  signal  words  of  the 
mob  were  "Gunnee,"  "Punch"  and  "Big  Gun."  Robbers  were 
busy,  during  tne  disturbance,  in  pillaging  the  houses  that  were 
attacked. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  says: 

"In  the  course  of  an  hour  from  the  commencement  of  the  riot, 
the  police  of  the  city,  headed  by  the  mayor,  and  the  watclmien 
and  constables  of  the  district  of  Moyamensing  and  Southwark, 
assembled  near  the  spot,  and  made  arrangements  for  attacking 
the  mob.  They  formed  in  two  divisions,  one  led  by  the  mayor 
in  person,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  city  watch,  and  the  other  by 
high  constable  Blaney  and  captain  Bel!,  and  advanced  from  se- 
veral points,  so  as  to  surround  the  mob,  which  by  this  time 
numbered  from  one  to  two  hundred  persons.  They  made  a  vi- 
gorous attack  upon  the  rioters,  and  at  once  put  the  whole  body 
to  flight.  About  twenty  persons  were  captured,  and  conveyed 
to  the  police  ofl[ice.  Many  of  them,  we  learn,  had  about  them 
articles  of  plunder.  After  an  examination  before  the  mayor, 
they  were  committed  for  further  hearing." 

From  the  Philadelphia  Intelligencer,  ^ug.  15. 

Seventeen  of  the  rioters  have  been  apprehended  and  commit- 
ted. We  never  saw  a  worse  looking  set  of  objects,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  of  the  most  brutish  and  lowest  cast  of  society.  Af- 
ter the  rioters  arrested  last  evening  were  committed  to  prison 
by  the  Mayor,  a  colored  man  named  William  Robinson,  look  it 
upon  himself  to  harrangue  a  mob  in  front  of  the  state  house,  on 
last  night's  doings.  He  was  requested  by  the  police  to  desist 
and  go  away,  but  pointedly  refused,  and  was  at  length  taken 
prisoner.  The  mayor  declared,  that  at  this  period  of  excite- 
ment he  would  suffer  no  mobs  to  collect,  and  any  one  delected 
in  an  attempt  to  collect  a  crowd,  would  be  vigorously  dealt 
with.  Robinson  was  bound  over,  in  the  sum  of  $300,  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  to  stand  committed  until  the  bail  was  procured. 

P.  S.  During  the  course  of  last  evening  an  immense  concourse 
of  persons  from  ail  parts  of  the  city,  assembled  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  former  riots — several  companies  of  the  volunteers 
are  under  arms — but  up  to  the  hour  of  closing  the  paper  we  had 
heard  of  no  further  excesses. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

From  the  same  source  as  well  as  through  other  channels,  we 
are  assured  that  notwithstanding  the  fearful  height  which  the 
riot  reached,  and  the  great  destruction  of  property  that  follow- 
ed, the  whole  affair  might  have  been  eflectually  suppressed  by 
the  exertions  of  twenty  or  thirty  resolute  and  determined  men. 
This,  however,  was  not  done,  and  the  dwellings  of  unoffending 
blacks,  against  whom  not  a  shadow  of  oflence  was  even  al- 
leged, were  shamefully  abused,  the  inmates  compelled  to  flee 
for  safety,  and  tliejr  furniture  broken  up  and  scattered  about 
the  streets.  In  Shippen  street  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets,  in  Small  above  Fifth  street,  and  in  Mary,  Bedford,  Ba- 
ker and  other  minor  streets  in  that  part  of  tiie  town,  the  de- 
struction of  [)roperty  exceeds  belief — No  less  than  thirty-seven 
houses,  some  of  them  substantial  brick  tenements,  were  more 
or  less  destroyed,  and  many  of  them  rendered  entirely  uninha- 
bitable. We  saw  yesterday  morning  the  streets  in  various  di- 
rections covered  with  feathers  torn  from  beds,  mahogany  side- 
hoards,  tableS;  looking  glasses,  China  ware,  chairs,  and  other 
household  furniture  shattered  to  pieces  and  lying  about  in 
heaps. 

third  night. 
From  the  Pennsylvanian,  Jiug.  16. 

Extensive  preparations  were  made  on  Thursday  evening  by 
the  sheriff,  the  mayor,  and  the  magistracy  of  the  districts,  to 
give  the  brutal  and  cowardly  miscreants  a  warm  reception  if 
ihey  dared  to  attempt  a  renewal  of  their  outrages  of  Wednes- 
day night  upon  the  (iefenceless  negroes.  The  sheriff  summon- 
ed the  posse    comitatus,  and  drafted  several   hundred   active 
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young  men  for  the  suppression  of  the  riots.  The  first  troop  of 
cavalry  was  called  out,  and  several  companies  of  volunteer  in- 
fantry, among  which  were  the  Washington  and  Lafayette 
Grays,  provided  with  ball  cartridges.  The  whole  strength  of  the 
city  police  was  mustered,  and  likewise  that  of  the  Southwark 
and  Moyamensing  police.  At  an  early  hour  in  the  evening  llie 
various  bodies  assembled;  the  civil  power  of  the  city  making  the 
hospital  lot  the  rendezvous,  and  the  military  remaining  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Hall  of  Independence  ready  to  move  at  the  first 
alarm. 

The  crowd  was  immense  throughout  the  scene  of  the  riots  of 
the  preceding  evening,  but  were  generally  quiet  and  decorous 
in  their  behavior.  A  slight  disturbance  took  place  early  in  the 
evening,  in  front  of  a  three  story  brick  house  called  Benezet 
Hall,  in  Seventh  near  Lombard  street,  in  wliich  it  was  report- 
ed a  body  of  blacks  were  collected  for  defence.  Whether  tliat 
was  the  case  or  not  we  cannot  say  from  personal  observation, 
the  house  being  closed  from  cellar  to  garret;  but  we  are  inform- 
ed that  at  one  time  the  multitude  in  front,  large  as  it  was,  va- 
liantly took  to  their  heels  before  a  rush  made  by  five  or  six 
men  from  an, adjoining  alley.  Sauve  qui  pent,  was  the  prevail- 
ing sentiment,  and  it  was  well  acted  on.  This  house  was  the 
object  of  especial  regard  from  the  afternoon  until  after  mid- 
night. A  strong  party  of  police  were  stationed  close  at  hand, 
and  the  people  were  frequently  exhorted  to  retire,  instead  of 
being  compelled  to  do  so. — We  learn  at  the  police  office  that 
several  frightened  negroes  were  at  a  late  hour  found  on  the" 
premises. 

In  walking  through  the  sacked  district,  large  crowds  were 
observed,  who  were  invariably  quiet  enough;  but  about  ten 
o'clock,  two  mounted  police  officers  came  galloping  up  and  an- 
nounced that  the  rioters  were  busy  in  tearing  down  a  frame 
meeting  house,  below  the  Wharton  market,  at  least  a  mile 
from  the  devastations  of  Wednesday  night.  The  posse  comita- 
tus,  accompanied  by  a  great  concourse,  and  headed  by  col.  P. 
A.  Brown,  marched  to  the  spot;  the  building  lay  level  with  the 
ground;  not  a  stick  was  standing;  but  the  rioters  had  disappear- 
ed sometime  before.  No  one  was  to  be  seen  except  the  neigh- 
bors, who  stated  that  the  destruction  had  been  efiected  with 
much  deliberation  and  that  those  engaged  in  it,  after  efl^ecting 
their  purpose,  walked  cooly  away.  News  was  then  received 
that  two  small  frame  tenements  had  been  torn  down  in  a  court 
running  from  the  lower  part  of  Vernon  street,  and  the  posse  di- 
rected their  steps  to  the  place,  but  arrived  too  late. 

On  their  way  down  Second  street,  the  spectators  seemed  to 
receive  an  accession  in  the  shape  of  a  number  of  rioters,  who 
hissed,  derided  and  insulted  the  civil  power,  and  refused  to 
obey  the  order  to  disperse.  The  cavalry  were  greeted  in  the 
same  style,  and  a  request  to  disperse  accompanied  by  a  threat 
of  arrest,  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  producing  a  momen- 
tary silence,  which  was  changed  to  howls  and  scoffs  the  mo- 
ment the  military  moved  onwards.  Violence,  however,  was 
carefully  abstained  from. 

About  midnight  the  populace  had  generally  retired;  the  streets 
were  perfectly  quiet,  and  comparatively  deserted,  except  a  few 
lingerers  about  the  front  of  Benezet  Hall,  in  the  city,  an  attack 
on  which  seemed  to  be  much  desired,  and  would  have  taken 
place,  if  the  rioters,  who  are  as  cowardly  as  they  are  cruel, 
could  have  eff'ected  it  without  danger. 

The  mayor,  however,  with  an  ample  force,  was  rather  near 
Ihe  gentry,  and  they  contented  themselves  with  threatening 
•looks.  The  valor  of  the  ruffians  is  only  equal  to  the  brutal  as- 
saults upon  the  defenceless  and  sleeping,  murdering  and  maim- 
ing the  aged  and  infirm,  and  robbing  the  poor  and  industrious 
negro  of  his  toil- won  earnings.  Before  a  score  or  two  of  re- 
solute men,  they  are  as  submissive  as  a  flock  of  sheep. 

The  night  passed  over  quietly;  the  city  force  remained  until 
near  daylight  at  the  encampment  in  the  hospital  Jot;  and  the 
military  and  district  police  at  their  various  stations,  while  the 
sheriff",  the  mayor  and  other  officers  patrolled  from  place  to 
place.     So  ended  the  tiiird  night  of  Philadelphia  riots. 

A  number  of  arrests  were  made,  about  fifteen  being  taken  on 
the  city  side,  and  no  doubt  more  in  the  districts. 

The  negroes  of  the  devoted  section  have  nearly  all  abandon- 
ed their  dwellings,  nearly  every  alternate  house,  amounting 
perhaps  to  over  a  hundred,  bearing  the  deprecatory  sign  "to 
let."  A  large  body  of  them  crossed  the  Delaware  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  and  formed  a  sort  of  bivouac  in  the  fields.  Others 
have  come  into  the  city,  and  every  kindness  extended  to  them 
by  the  public;  but  hundreds  are  houseless.  The  forlorn  state 
of  these  poor  creaturps  is  truly  pitiable.  Tlioir  little  property 
is  totally  lost,  and  many  were  driven  from  their  dwellings,  with 
their  children,  almost  without  a  rag  of  clothing;  their  persons 
lacerated  by  the  violence  of  the  bloodhounds. 

ITEMS. 

The  scene  of  the  cliief  part  of  the  preceding  riots  was  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  the  mayor  and  his 
police  often  crossed  the  line,  in  "fresh  pursuit"  of  the  rioters— 
as  the  law  of  nations  allows! 

The  colored  people,  in  many  cases,  appear  to  have  been 
savagely  treated — both  in  their  persons  and  property,  and  with- 
out respect  to  age,  sex  or  condition. 

The  names  o(  many  of  the  persons  arrested  are  given.  They 
were  generally  bailed  by  bonds  of  1,000  dollars  each  to  appear, 
&c. 

About  thirty  houses  were  destroyed,  or  much  damaged,  in 
these  riots— two  of  them  being  churches.  Several  were  pros- 
trated to  the  ground. 


The  condition  of  hundreds  of  blacks,  driven  from  their  homes, 
is  exciting  much  attention  in  Philadelphia.  Many  were  with- 
out shelter. 

Peace  seems  restored  to  the  city  and  its  southern  precincts; 
but  a  strong  police  was  yet  kepi  up  to  preserve  it. 

URSULINE  CONVENT  AT  CHARLESTOWN,  MASS. 

We  have  thought,  that  for  several  reasons,  a  full  account  of  the 
horrible  outrages  committed  at  Charlestown,  Mass.  terminating 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Ursuline  convent,  at  that  place,  by  fire, 
ought  to  be  preserved.  It  is  the  first  abomination  of  the  kind, 
we  believe,  that  ever  happened  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
proper  that  a  record  of  all  the  facts  should  be  made,  that  easy 
reference  may  be  had  to  them  a  little  while  hence  when  the 
particulars  will  cease  to  be  fresh  on  the  recollection. 

On  the  9th  August  the  following  paragraphs  appeared  in  one 
of  the  Boston  papers — 

Mysterious.  We  understand  that  a  great  excitement  at  pre- 
sent exists  in  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  the  mysteiioua 
disappearance  of  a  young  lady  at  the  nunnery  in  that  place.  The 
circumstances  as  far  as  we  can  learn  are  as  follows: 

"The  young  lady  was  sent  to  the  place  in  question  to  com- 
plete her  education,  and  became  so  pleased  with  the  place  and 
Its  inmates,  that  she  was  induced  to  seclude  herself  from  the 
world  and  take  the  black  veil.  After  some  time  spent  in  the 
nunnery,  she  become  dissatisfied,  and  made  her  escape  from  the 
institution,  but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  return,  being  told 
that  if  she  would  continue  but  three  weeks  longer  she  would  be 
dismissed  with  honor.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  a  few  days 
since,  her  friends  called  for  her,  but  she  was  not  to  be  found, 
and  much  alarm  is  excited  in  consequence." 

This  was  calculated  to  increase  the  excitement  that  bad  pre- 
vailed for  several  days  previous.  On  which  the  following  was 
sent  to  one  of  the  morning  papers  of  Boston  on  the  11th,  but, 
of  course,  was  not  published  until  the  12th,  when  all  the  mis- 
chief had  been  done: 

Mr.  Editor:  Some  excitement  having  been  created  in  this 
vicinity  by  misrepresentations  that  have  come  before  the  public 
in  relatior»  to  the  disappearance  of  a  young  lady  from  the  nun- 
nery in  this  place,  I  deem  it  proper  for  me  to  state  certain  facts 
that  are  in  my  possession  respecting  the  affair. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  29th  ult.  the  lady  in  ques- 
tion came  to  my  house  and  appeared  to  be  considerably  agitat- 
ed, and  expressed  her  wish  to  be  conveyed  to  the  residence  of 
an  acquaintance  in  West  Cambridge.  I  lent  her  my  assistance, 
and,  on  the  succeding  day,  I  called  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
the  cause  which  induced  her  to  leave  the  institution— I  was  in- 
formed that  she  had  returned  to  the  nunnery  in  company  with 
the  bishop,  with  a  promise  that  she  should  be  permitted  to  leave 
it  in  two  or  three  weeks,  if  it  vi^as  her  wish.  Since  that  tinie, 
various  rumors  have  been  in  circulation, calculated  to  excite  the 
public  mind,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  induced  me  to  attenipt  to 
ascertain  their  foundation;  accordingly  on  Saturday  the  6lh  inst. 
I  called  at  the  nunnery  and  requested  of  the  superior,  an  inter- 
view with  the  lady  referred  to.  I  obtained  it,  and  was  inform- 
ed by  her,  that  she  was  at  liberty  to  leave  the  institution  at  any 
time  she  choose.  The  same  statetnent  was  also  made  by  the 
superior,  who  further  remarked  that  in  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic feeling  she  should  prefer  to  have  her  leave. 

As  it  had  been  currently  reported  that  the  lady  was  not  to  be 
found,  to  allay  the  excitement  in  consequence  of  it,  I  have 
thought  the  above  statement  due  to  the  public. 

EDWARD  CUTTER. 

Charlestown,  .August  11,  1834. 

But  this  was  published  the  day  preceding  the  riot: 

To  the  public.  Whereas,  erroneous  statements  have  appeared 
in  the  public  papers,  intimating  that  tiie  liberty  of  a  young  lady 
was  improperly  and  unlawfully  restrained  at  the  convent  in  this 
town,  and  believing  that  said  publications  were  intended  to  ex- 
cite the  public  mind  against  that  institution  and  might  result  in 
unpleasant  or  serious  consequences,  the  selectmen  considering 
it  their  duty  to  endeavor  to  allay  any  such  excitement,  have  at 
the  request  of  the  government  of  the  institution,  fully  examined 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  were  conducted  by  the 
lady  in  question  ilirougliout  the  premises,  and  into  every  apart- 
ment of  the  place — the  whole  of  which  is  in  good  order,  and 
nothing  appearing  to  them  to  be  in  the  least  objectionable;  and 
they  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  the  public,  that  there  exists 
no  cause  ofcomplaint  on  the  part  of  said  lemale,  as  she  expresses 
herself  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  her  present  situation,  it  be- 
ing that  of  her  own  choice,  and  that  she  has  no  desire  or  wish 
to  alter  it.  THOS.  HOOPER,     1 

ABIJAH  MONROE,   | 
SAMUEL  POOR,        }■  selectmen. 
STEPHEN  WILEY,  | 
JOHN  RUNEY.  J 

Charlestown,  ^uoust  11,  1834. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Jlu2.ust\3. 

Disgraceful  outrage.  We  are  called  on  to  record  one  of  the 
moj-t  scandalous  acts  of  popular  violence  which  were  ever  per- 
petrated in  this  community.  We  announced  in  a  postscript  to 
our  last  paper,  dated  at  a  (juarter  past  one  o'clock  yt-sterday 
morning,  that  the  Ursuline  convent  at  Charlcslown,  was  then 
in  flames,  having  been  set  on  fire  by  a  mob  assetnMed  for  the 
purpose.  The  convent  is  situated  on  Mount  Benedict,  at  the 
distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  central  portion  of  ("liarles- 
town,  and  two  or  three  miles  from  the  city.    The  principal 
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building  was  an  edifice  of  brick,  about  eighty  feet  in  length, 
and  four  stories  higli.  Among  the  other  buildings  were  a  farm 
house  and  cottage.  The  inmates  of  the  convent  were  the  lady 
superior,  five  or  six  nuns,  three  female  attendants,  and  from  fifty 
to  sixty  children,  placed  there  by  their  friends,  principally  Pro- 
testants, for  the  purpose  of  instruction. 

At  a  little  after  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday  night,  an  alarm  of 
fire  was  given  in  this  cily  and  the  neighboring  towns,  produced 
by  the  burning  of  several  tar  barrels  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
convent.  It  appears  that  this  must  have  been  a  preconcerted 
signal  for  assembling,  among  the  mass  of  citizens  who  would  be 
collected,  a  large  number  of  whom  had  entered  into  a  combina- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  the  convent.  A  party  of  fifty  to  a 
hundred  persons,  disguised  by  fanlastic  dresses  and  painted  faces, 
assembled  before  the  convent,  and  after  warning  the  inmates, 
who  had  all  retired  to  rest,  by  loud  noises  and  threats  of  vio- 
lence to  make  their  escape,  proceeded  to  make  an  actual  as- 
sault upon  the  house.  The  ladies  of  the  convent,  alarmed  by 
these  threats  of  violence,  immediately  awoke  the  children  under 
their  charge,  and  with  them  retreated  from  the  rear  of  the  house 
through  the  garden,  and  made  their  escape  to  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring dwellings.  The  assailants  pressed  the  evacuation  of  the 
house  with  such  haste,  that  it  is  said  they  laid  violent  hands  on 
the  lady  superior,  to  hasten  her  movements.  The  distress  and 
terror  of  the  scene  were  heightened  by  the  solicitude  of  the  nuns 
{or  one  of  their  number,  who  is  confined  to  her  bed  by  a  disease 
from  which  she  is  not  expected  to  recover. 

The  assailants  forced  open  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
convent,  carried  most  of  the  furniture,  among  which  were  three 
piano  fortes,  a  harp,  and  other  musical  instrumenis,  into  the 
yard,  and  then  destroyed  it.  At  about  half  past  12  o'clock  they 
set  fire  to  the  building  in  the  second  story,  and  in  a  short  lime 
it  was  entirely  destroyed. 

A  great  number  of  persons  were  assembled  at  the  spot,  and 
were  witnesses  of  these  transactions.  We  are  unable  to  ac- 
count for  it,  that  no  measures  were  taken  to  repress  them.  We 
do  not  learn  that  any  magistrate  or  police  officer  came  upon  the 
ground.  Several  fire  companies  frt)m  this  city,  from  Charles- 
town,  and  from  Cambridge,  repaired  to  the  scene  on  the  first 
alarm,  and  when  they  ascertained  the  cause  of  the  alarm,  a  part 
of  them  returned  home.  A  number  of  the  fire  companies  how- 
ever were  present  during  the  conflagration,  and  the  effectual 
measures  which  were  taken  to  suppress  it,  appear  to  have  been 
overruled  by  the  great  number  of  persons  assembled,  many  of 
them  evidently  from  a  distance,  for  the  apparent  purpose  of  en- 
couraging and  aiding  the  work  of  destruction. 

Besides  the  nunnery  several  other  buildings  belonging  to  the 
establishment  were  also  burnt.  The  fire  was  deliberately  com- 
municated to  the  chapel,  to  the  bishop's  lodge,  the  stables,  and 
the  old  nunnery,  a  large  wooden  building  situated  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  others.  It  is  asserted  also,  that  the  cemetry 
was  opened,  and  its  contents  taken  out  and  exposed  to  view. 
The  work  of  destruction  was  continued  until  day  light  when 
the  mob  dispersed. 

Having  thus  described  as  accurately  as  we  are  able  this  act 
of  lawless  violence  we  find  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  excite- 
ment which  has  caused  it,  and  still  more  so  to  find  any  facts 
which  can  serve  as  an  apology  for  the  act,  or  any  palliation  of 
its  enormities.  We  will,  however,  relate  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  if,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  ascertain  them. 
In  one  of  the  papers  of  Friday  last,  it  was  stated  that  great 
excitement  prevailed  in  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  a  young  lady  in  the  nunnery:  and 
the  following  was  given  as  an  accurate  account  of  the  circnm- 
stances,  as  far  as  the  editor  could  ascertain  them.  That  the 
young  lady  had  been  sent  to  the  nunnery  to  complete  her 
education,  had  become  so  pleased  with  the  place  and  its  in- 
mates, as  to  be  induced  to  take  the  black  veil;  that  she  sub- 
sequently became  dissatisfied  and  made  her  escape  from  the 
institution,  but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  return,  being  told 
that  if  she  would  continue  three  weeks  longer,  she  would  be 
honorably  discharged:  that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  her 
friends  called  for  her,  but  she  could  not  be  found.  This  state- 
ment was  copied  into  another  paper  of  the  following  day,  ac- 
companied with  a  declaration,  given  on  the  authority  of  bij-hnp 
Fenwick,  that  it  was  unfounded.  It  was  added  that  the  bishop 
would  probably  lay  before  the  public  the  facts  of  the  case  on 
Monday;  in  the  meantime,  the  editor  stated  that  the  excite- 
ment was  occasioned  by  the  language  of  a  sister  of  the  coiivfut, 
who  was  an  invalid,  and  had  been  for  some  time  deprived  of 
her  reason  by  brain  fever. 

The  same  paper  of  Monday  observed,  that  considerable  ex- 
citement continued  to  exi?t,  notwithstanding  what  had  been 
stated  on  the  authority  of  bishop  Fenwick,  on  Saturday;  that 
the  editor  expected  to  have  been  able  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  facts  of  the  case,  on  the  authority  of  the  bishop,  but  had 
since  learned  that  he,  understanding  that  a  gentleman  ofCliarles- 
town  residing  near  the  convent,  and  who  was  not  a  Catholic, 
having  interested  himself  in  the  matter,  and  being  satisnod 
that  none  of  the  rumors  which  occasioned  the  excitement  were 
true;  proposed  to  make  a  public  statement,  had  preferreil  to 
let  the  facts  be  given  to  the  public,  by  one  who  could  nor  lie 
accused  of  partiality,  and  had  accordingly  waited  for  thai  .'cn- 
lleman's  statement.  Having  heretofore  made  no  allusion  to 
these  rumors,  we  have  thouL'ht  it  expedient  to  stale  wh.u  lias 
already  been  iiublishcd  in  regaid  tf)  then).  They  may  have  had 
some  share  in  producing  llio  riftt,  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  il  is  principally  to  be  attributed  to  more  remote  causes. 


From  the  Boston  Gazette. 

The  number  of  persons  assembled  as  actors  in  this  scene  of 
destruction,  or  spectators,  has  been  computed  at  some  thou- 
sands. But  no  attempt  was  made  to  restrain  the  mob  in  their 
acts  of  Violence.  Not  a  magistrate  nor  police  officer  was  to  be 
seen.  Engines  from  Charlestown,  Boston,  and  we  btlieve  from 
Cambridge,  were  on  the  spot,  but  no  effort  was  made  by  the 
firemen  to  extinguish  the  fire,  although  col.  Amory  made  seve- 
ral laudable  but  fruitless  attempts  to  bring  up  the  fire  engines^ 
and  stop  the  progress  of  the  flames. 

This  act  of  violence  appears  to  have  been  without  excnse* 
It  is  said  by  bishop  Fenwick,  that  there  was  no  cause  for  the 
excitement  in  CharlestovVn,  which  has  prevailed  for  some  time 
past,  and  which  has  been  increasing,  onltl  this  shocking  result 
is  produced.  But  even  if  there  was  cause  for  the  excitement, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  we  live  in  a  country  of  faws,  where 
all  classes  of  citizens  may  find  redress  under  oppression.  And 
if  an  act  of  oppression  and  violence  had  been  committed  by  the 
government  of  the  nunnery,  on  a  young  and  unprotected  fen)ale, 
ample  redress  eoald  have  been  obtained  without  resorting  to  an 
act  of  violence,  which  has  not  been  equalled  in  New  England, 
since  the  establishment  of  the  republic. 

The  nuns,  and  those  of  the  pupils  whose  relatives  do  not  re- 
side in  the  neighborhood,  are  now  quartered  with  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  in  Hamilton  street.  Mr.  Cutter,  we  understand,  gave 
an  asylum  to  a  large  number  of  them  during  the  night.  We  are 
told  this  afternoon  by  one  of  the  pupils,  that  the  only  one  of  their 
number  who  saved  any  clothing,  was  a  little  girl  of  about  12 
years  of  age,  who  had  picked  up  some  dresses  in  a  large  hand- 
kerchief some  time  before  the  alarm  was  given,  supposing  there 
might  be  trouble  sooner  or  later,  and  carried  them  away  in  safe- 
ty. We  cannot  learn,  indeed,  that  any  of  the  children  were 
personally  injured  or  insulted  in  any  manner. 

From  the  Jitlas. 

We  understand  that  on  Monday  the  convent  Was  opened  to 
visiters,  and  was  thoroughly  examined  from  the  belfry  to  the 
cellar;  that  the  lady  superior  has  always  been  willing  to  make 
every  explanation  to  those  who  came  to  her  in  a  suitable  man- 
ner, and  treated  her  with  the  civility  due  to  her  sex  and  stationv 
From  all  we  can  learn,  the  violence  was  utterly  without  CaUs6. 
The  institution  was  in  its  very  nature  unpopular,  and  a  strong 
feeling  existed  against  it;  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  vague 
rumors  that  have  been  idly  circulating,  10  aGthorise  or  account 
for  any  the  least  act  of  violence.  We  should  state,  perhaps,  that 
during  the  violent  scenes  that  were  taking  place  before  the  coii>- 
vent — while  the  mob  were  breaking  the  windows  and  staving 
m  the  doors  of  the  institution — and  while  the  fire  was  blazing 
upon  the  hill  as  a  signal  to  the  mob — one  or  two  mUskets  wer& 
discharged  from  the  windows  of  the  nunnery,  or  some  of  the 
buildings  in  the  vicinity. 

What  a  scene  must  this  midnight  conflagration  have  exhibit; 
ed — lighting  up  the  inflamed  countenances  of  an  infuriated  mo^ 
of  demons — attacking  a  convent  of  women,  a  semmary  for  the 
instruction  of  young  females;  and  turning  them  outof  tiieir  beds' 
half  naked  in  the  hurry  of  their  flight,  and  half  dead  with  confu- 
sion and  terror.  And  this  drama,  too,  to  be  enacted  on  the  very 
soil  that  afforded  one  of  the  earliest  places  of  refuge  to  the  pu- 
ritans of  New  England — themselves  flying  from  religious  perse- 
cution in  the  old  world — that  their  descendants  might  wax 
strong  and  mighty,  and  in  their  turn  be  guilty  of  the  same  per- 
secution in  the  newl 

We  remember  no  parallel  to  this  outrage  in  the  whole  course 
of  history.  Turn  to  the  bloodiest  incidents  of  the  French  revo- 
lution— rail  up  the  curtain  that  hangs  before  its  most  sanguine 
scenes — and  point  us  to  its  equal  in  unprovoked  vielence,  in 
brutal  outrage,  in  unthvvaited  iniquity,  ft  is  in  vain -that  we 
search  for  it.  In  times  of  civil  commotion  and  general  excite- 
ment— of  confusion,  and  cruelty,  and  blood — when  the  edifice 
of  civil  society  was  shaken  to  its  base  and  crumbling  into  ruin — 
when  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and 
rapine  and  fire  and  murder  were  sweeping  like  a  torrent  over 
the  land — in  times  like  these  there  was  some  palliation  for  vio- 
lence and  outrage — in  the  tremendously  excited  state  of  the 
public  mind.  But  here  there  was  no  such  palliation.  The 
courts  of  justice  were  open  to  receive  complaints  of  any  impro- 
per confinement,  or  unauthorised  coercion.  The  civil  magis- 
trates were  or  ought  to  be  on  the  alert  to  detect  any  illegalre 
straint,  and  bring  its  authors  to  the  punishment  they  deserve. 
But  nothing  of  the  kind  was  detected.  The  whole  matter  was  a 
cool,  deliberate,  systematized  piece  of  brutality — unprovoked — 
under  the  most  provoking  circumstances  totally  unjustifiable — • 
and  visiting  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  most  particularly  its 
magistrates  and  civil  officers,  with  indelible  disgrace. 

From  the  Boston  Morning  Post. 

At  this  moment,  (that  of  the  attack),  the  convent  contained 
twelve  nuns  and  fifty-seven  female  scholars,  some  of  whom 
were  of  a  very  tender  age.  One  of  the  latter  informed  us,  that 
at  the  first  annunciation,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  nuns  swooned, 
and  were  not  aroused  to  a  sense  of  their  dangerous  situation, 
until  the  heralds  of  destruction  returned  and  reiterated  their 
mission,  with  threats  of  burning  the  nuns  with  the  building. 

The  unfortunate  ladies  then  retired  to  the  garden,  carrying 
with  them  such  articles  of  value  as  were  within  reach.  In  or- 
der to  accelerate  their  flight,  tar  barrels  were  brought  near  to 
thR  walls,  and  ignited,  and  as  soon  as  the  building  was  desert- 
ed, the  assailants  entered  with  flaming  torches,  and  after  flying 
through  the  apartments,  which  were  fitfully  illuminated  by  the 
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transient  but  glaring  blaze  of  the  torches,  they  were  simultane- 
ously applied  at  iweiiiy  distinct  points,  among  the  curtains  and 
drapery  of  the  rooms,  and  instantly  the  interior  of  the  institution 
was  enveloped  in  one  general  conflagration.  The  astounded 
refugees  hrst  gathered  round  the  tomb,  at  the  bottom  of  the  gar- 
den, but  were  soon  driven  from  this  sanctuary  by  the  ruthless 
avengers  of  an  imaginary  wrong,  and  were  compelled  to  tiy  to 
the  adjoining  fields  and  neighboring  houses  for  safety.  A  large 
number  found  a  retreat  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  at 
Winter  Hill.  The  mob  burst  open  the  lomb  and  ransacked  the 
cottins,  but  retired  without  offering  any  other  outrage  to  the 
ashes  of  the  dead.  The  torches  were  applied  about  11  o'clock, 
and  the  Boston  engines,  responsive  to  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  im- 
mediately repaired  to  the  spot,  but  were  prevented  from  acting 
against  the  tire,  by  the  surrounding  multitude,  which,  we  are 
informed,  were  not  less  than  four  thousand  in  number.  We 
understand  that  Mr.  lluney  attempted  to  read  the  riot  act,  but 
without  effect;  and  tlie  inobocrats  did  not  cease  from  their  ex- 
ertions till  the  main  building,  together  with  the  chapel,  out- 
houses, and  even  tlie  gardener's  dwelling  were  entirely  destroy- 
ed. The  lew  articles  that  the  nuns  and  scholars  succeeded  in 
conveying  to  the  garden,  were  seized  upon  by  tlie  destroyers, 
and  thrown  back  into  the  flames,  and  nothing  was  rescued  from 
ruin  excei)t  what  was  actually  attached  to  their  persons.  When 
the  nefarious  undertaking  was  thoroughly  accomplished,  frag- 
ments of  fire  and  combustibles  were  collected,  and  a  hontire  lit 
up  as  a  signal  of  triumph.  A  majority  of  the  scholars  were  Pro- 
testants, some  of  whom  have  no  relatives  in  this  vicinity,  and 
llieir  distressing  situation,  being  stripped  of  every  thing,  is  in- 
describably lamentable. 

The  theatre  of  the  outrage,  yesterday  morning,  presented  a 
melancholy  scene — parents  anxiously,  but  without  avail,  in- 
quiring for  their  daughters,and  brothers  for  their  sisters — were 
to  be  met  with  on  every  hand.  Thousands  of  spectators  throng- 
ed the  hill — some  staring,  moie  sorrowing,  and  a  miserable  few 
rejoicing  at  tlie  evidence  of  unparalleled  desolation. 

Great  'meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
'  As  soon  as  the  transactions  which  we  have  above  described 
were  known  in  the  city,  yesterday  morning  they  produced,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  a  universal  sentiment  of  regret  and 
mortification,  at  the  outrage  thus  committed  at  midnight  upon  a 
family  of  defenceless  females,  and  at  the  indelible  stain  thus  in- 
flicted on  the  character  of  our  community.  The  mayor  prompt- 
ly issued  a  notice,  inviting  the  citizens  to  assemble  at  Faneuil 
iJall,  at  1  o'clock,  to  take  such  measures  as  the  occasion  might 
require.  A  very  large  number  of  citizens  assembled  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  notwithstanding  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
measures  recited  in  the  annexed  official  account  were  adopted 
with  great  unanimity,  and  with  ample  demonstrations  of  cordial 
approbation.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Otis  were  listened  to  with 
great  satisfaction,  and' elicited  the  repeated  plaudits  of  the  as- 
Bembly. 

At  an  overwhelming  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as- 
sembled at  Faneuil  Hall  yesterday  at  1  o'clock  in  pursuance  of 
nil  invitation  from  the  mayor,  Theodore  Lyman,  jr.  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Zebedee  Cook,  jr.  was 
appointed  secretary.  After  a  pertinent  but  brief  address  by  the 
chairman,  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  resolutions 
were  presented  by  Josiah  Quincy,  jr.  prefaced  by  some  highly 
interesting  and  animated  remarks.  He  was  followed  by  Harri- 
Fon  Gray  Otis,  in  his  usual  felicitous  style,  when  the  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  the 
late  attack  on  the  Ursuline  convent  in  Charleslown,  occupied 
only  by  defenceless  females,  was  a  base  and  cowardly  act,  for 
which,  the  perpetrators  deserve  the  contempt  and  detestation 
of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  destruction  of  property  and  danger  of  life 
caused  thereby,  calls  loudly  on  all  good  citizens  to  express  in- 
dividually and  collectively  the  abhorrence  they  feel  of  this  high 
handed  violation  of  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Protestant  citizens  of  Boston,  do  pledge 
ourselves  collectively  and  individually,  to  unite  with  our  Ca- 
tholic brethren  in  protecting  their  persons,  their  properly,  and 
their  civil  and  religious  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  and  Aldermen  be  requested  to  take 
all  measures  consistent  with  law,  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions into  eHect,  and  as  citizens,  we  tender  our  personal  servi- 
ces to  support  tlie  laws  under  the  direction  of  the  city  autiiori- 
ties. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be  requested  to  nominate  a  commit- 
tee from  the  citizens  at  large,  to  investigat-!  the  [iroceeditigs  of 
tlie  last  night,  and  lO  adopt  every  suitable  mode  of  bringing  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  this  outrage  to  justice. 

The  followiiii;  commitlee  was  nominated  by  the  mayor: 
H.  G.  Otis,  .fnhii  D.  Williams,  Jatnes  T.  Austin,  Henry  Lee, 
James  ('lark,  Cyrus  Alger,  Johti  Henry  Oliver,  Mark  Healey, 
Charles  G.  Loriiig,  C.  G.  Green,  Isanc  Harris,  Thomas  Perkins, 
Jno.  Rayner,  Henry  Gassctt,  Daniel  1).  Brodhead,  Noah  Brooks, 
M.  F.  Baker,  Z.  Cook,  jr.  (ieorge  Darracot,  Samuel  Hubl>ard, 
Henry  Farnani.  Benj.  F.  Hallft,  Jfthn  K.  Himpson,  John  Cotton, 
Benj.  Rich,  William  Stiirgis,  Charles  P.  Curtis. 

On  motion  of  ftlr.  fJeor^o  Houd,  tin-  committeo  of  28  were  re- 
quested to  ctmsider  the  cxpedimcy  o(   providing  funds  to  tepair 
l\]('.  damage  done  to  the  (■oiiV(»iit,  &-c. 
On  motion  of  Jdlin  C  Park,  fsr].  it  was 

Resolved,  Thiil  the  mayor  be  auihori«td  and  retiue^ted  to  of- 
fer a  very  liberul  reward  to  any  individual  who,  in  case  of  fur- 


ther excesses,  will  arrest  and  bring  to  punishment  a  leader  in 
such  outrages. 

THEODORE  LYMAN  Jr.  chairman. 

Zebedee  Cook,  jr.  secretary. 

Great  meeting  at  Charlestown, 
We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce,  that  the  authorities 
of  Charlestown,  yesterday  morning,  piompily  issued  a  general 
notification,  calling  a  public  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  expression  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  citizens  at 
large,  respecting  the  atrocious  and  unexampled  act  of  violence 
and  arson,  perpetrated  on  the  convent,  on  ftlonday  night;  in 
pursuance  ot  which  a  very  full  meeting  was  assembled  at  the 
Town  Hall,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  duly 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Thompson  as  moderator, 
and  D.  Dodge,  esq.  town  clerk,  secretary. 
On  motion  of  John  Soley,  esq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  appointed  to 
report  such  resolutions  as  it  may  be  expedient  for  the  town  to 
adopt,  and  to  nominate  a  committee  of  vigilance. 

Whereupon,  the  following  persons  were  appointed  on  the  said 
committee: 

Hon.  E.  Everett,  enpt.  Whipple,  John  Soley,  esq.  rev.  Mr. 
Byrne  and  John  Skinner,  esq. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Byrne,  (Catholic  priest),  was  excused  at  his  re- 
quest, and  William  Austin,  esq.  appointed  in  his  place. 

This  committee  retired  (rom  the  hall,  but  soon  returned,  and 
reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  the  Ursuline  convent,  in  liiis  town,  was  attacked 
last  night  by  a  riotous  and  lawless  assemblage,  its  peaceful  and 
unfiffeiiding  inmates — consistingexclusively  of  women  and  chil- 
dren— driven  out,  and  the  convent,  after  being  pillaged,  was, 
with  the  adjacent  buildings,  reduced  to  ashes;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  citizens  of  Charlestown,  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  That  we  rirgard  with  feelings  of  indig- 
nation and  horror,  the  aforesaid  lawless  acts  of  midnight  vio- 
lence, committed  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  citizens  here  assembled 
consider  it  a  duty  to  themselves  and  the  town,  to  take  all  pro- 
per measures  to  ascertain  the  authors  and  perpetrators  of  the 
aforesaid  acts  of  violence  and  outrage,  committed  in  a  manner 
unexampled  in  our  country — in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  in 
violation  of  those  feelings  ofhonorand  humanity,  by  which  the 
innocent  and  defenceless  are  placed  under  the  protection  of  all 
good  citizens. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  incumbentduty  of  all  good  citizens, 
to  CO  operate  with  the  selectmen  and  magistrates  in  detecting 
and  bringing  to  justice  all  persons  concerned  as  perpetrators 
and  abettors  of  outrages  so  discreditable  to  the  community  in 
which  we  live,  and  to  the  country  at  large. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  vigilance,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in  conjunction  with 
the  selectmen,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
preserve  the  public  peace,  and  to  detect  the  perpetrators  of  the 
outrai;es  last  night  co.amitted,  viz:  gen.  N.  Austin,  Jos.  Tufts, 
esq.  David  Devans,  esq.  J.  K.  Frothingham,  esq.  capl.  L.  Tur- 
ner, Dr.  A.  R.  Thompson,  capt.  Jos.  F.  Boyd,  Benjamin  Thomp- 
son, esq.  Dr.  Jos.  Stearns  Hurd  and  William  Sawyer,  esq. 

Resolutions  were  also  passed,  authorising  the  committee  of 
vigilance  to  offer  a  suitable  reward,  not  exceeding  $1,000,  for 
tlie  detection  of  the  projectors  of  the  conflagration,  to  be  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  guilt  [)roved  against  the  offenders, 
and  requesting  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  to  offer  u 
suitable  reward  for  a  similar  purpose. 

All  the  votes  and  resolutions  were  passed  with  great  unani- 
mity, and  hearty  expressions  of  approbation,  and  the  meetinp^ 
was  addressed  by  a  number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
the  town,  who  all  manifested  the  liveliest  sensibility  upon  the 
subject,  and  evinced  a  warm  and  sincere  desire  to  see  the  honor 
of  the  town  vindicated,  by  taking  the  most  efficient  measures 
to  btitig  the  guilty  to  justice.  The  rev.  Mr.  Byrne,  Catholic 
piiest,  made  some  just  and  pertinent  remarks,  and  assured  the 
meeting  that  he  had  used,  and  he  hoped  effectually,  the  most 
untiring  exertions  to  prevent  a  reaction  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  he  was  listened  to  with  marked  and  approving  at- 
tention. 

Dr.  Walker  also  spoke  at  some  length,  and  to  the  purpose, 
respecting  the  necessity  of  penetratitig  into  the  secret  conspira- 
cy which  must  have  preceded  the  execution  of  the  diabolical 
plot;  and  Mr.  Everett,  after  reading  the  resolutions,  drawn  ui> 
by  himself,  made  a  few  brief,  but  energetic  remarks,  and  the 
resolutions  were  carried  ncm,  con. 

From  the  Boston  Gazette. 

Fears  were  entertained  yesterday  that  there  would  be  fresh 
disturbances  last  evening.  It  was  n'ported  that  the  Irish  labor- 
ers on  the  Worcester,  Tjowcdl,  and  Providence  rail  roads  were 
on  their  way  to  the  city  in  great  numbers,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  their  Irish  brethren  in  avenging  the  insult  that  was  of- 
fered to  them  by  the  destruction  of  the  Catholic  seminary  at 
Ciiarlestown.  It  is  true,  we  believe,  that  several  hundred  of 
these  laborers  arrived  in  the  city  last  evening;  but  we  have 
heard  of  no  acts  of  violence  on  their  part,  or  from  any  other 
quarter.  The  evening  passed  ofl'qiiietly,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
city  is  concerned,  ailliongh  the  strt^cts  were  thronged  until  a 
late  hour.  ^V^>  have  rarely  seen  so  many  people  abroad  as 
there  wert;  l;ist  evening. 

Mueh  credit  is  due  to  bishop  Fenwirk,  An-  the  exertions  he 
made  to  dis^uade  the  Cntholirs  f>om  all  ncf  of  relalintory  vio- 
lence,   lie  despatched  live  or  six  priests  in  diHcroiit  directions. 
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during    tlie    iifternoon,  to  intercept  the    laborers    who  were  i  therin<?  of  five  or  six  hundred  persons;  and  in  other  parta  of  the 


known  to  be  on  their  way  to  Boston,  and  to  instruct  them  not 
to  raise  a  finger  in  defence  of  what  they  consider  tlieir  violated 
rights.  This  was  a  judicious  movement,  considering  the  unpa- 
ralleled state  of  excitement  into  which  our  citizens  have  been 
suddenly  thrown  by  llie  outrageous  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  Cambridge  and  Charlestown. 

We  understand  that  all  the  independent  light  infantry  com- 
paniei!  were  under  arms  last  night,  prepared  with  ball  cartridg- 
es to  act  in  any  emergency  which  might  require  their  services. 
Hundreds  of  respectable  citizens  were  also  "on  hand,"  to  aid 
the  civil  authorities.  Most  sincerely  do  we  hope  there  may  be 
110  occasion  for  them  to  act. 

So  great  was  the  excitement  among  the  catholics  yesterday, 
that  bishop  Fenwick  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  them  together 
in  the  afternoon,  at  the  church  iu  Franklin  street.  At  6 
o'clock,  several  hundred  were  assembled,  when  the  bishop 
came  in  and  address(jd  them  for  about  thirty  minutes  in  a  most 
eloquent  and  judicious  manner.  He  deserves  the  warmest 
commendation  from  his  Protestant  fellow  citizens  for  the  admi- 
rable style  in  which  he  managed  this  business.  Previous  to 
speaking,  the  bishop  read  a  part  of  the  5lh  chapter  of  Matthew, 
containing  the  following  among  other  verses: 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.  But  I  say  to  you,  not  to  resist  evil; 
but  if  one  strike  thee  on  thy  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  also  the 
other. 

"And  if  a  man  will  contend  with  thee  in  judgment,  and 
take  away  thy  coat,  let  go  thy  cloak  also  unto  him.  And  who- 
soever, will  force  thee  one  mile,  go  with  him  other  two. 

"You  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor,  and  hate  thy  enemy.  But  I  say  to  you,  love  your 
enemies,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you;  and  pray  for  them  that 
persecute  and  calumniate  you." 

Bishop  Fenwick  then  proceeded  to  address  his  hearers,  em- 
bracing several  hundred  of  both  sexes.  He  spoke  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Ursuline  convent  and  the  adjacent  buildings. 
He  spoke  also  of  the  beauty  and  utility  of  that  institution,  and 
alluded  to  its  growing  popularity  among  the  intelligent  classes, 
both  in  this  vicinity  and  at  a  distance.  Among  the  pupils  of 
the  institution  were  some  from  Louisiana,  and  the  West  India 
Islands.  After  denouncing  the  conduct  of  the  incendiaries  in 
appropriate  terms,  he  asked,  "what  is  to  be  done.''  Shall  we 
say  to  our  enemies  you  have  destroyed  our  buildings,  and  we 
will  destroy  yours?  No,  my  brethren,  this  is  not  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ — this  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  that 
blessed  religion  we  all  profess.  Turn  not  a  finger  in  your  own 
defence,  and  there  are  those  around  you  who  will  see  that  jus- 
tice is  done  you." 

The  bishop  then  complimented  the  city  authorities  and 
others  for  the  stand  they  had  taken  in  defence  of  the  rights  of 
4he  Catholics;  and  he  assured  his  hearers  that  they  had  the 
sympathies  of  all  respectable  citixens.  The  destruction  of  the 
convent,  he  said  was  an  act  of  the  most  degraded  of  the  human 
species,  and  it  met  with  no  favor  from  the  intelligent  people  of 
Boston.  He  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  Catholic  bre- 
thren the  fact  that  it  was  not  their  duty  to  seek  revenge  for  this 
vile  act;  and  said  that  that  man  was  an  enemy  to  the  religion 
he  professed,  and  would  put  the  Catholic  church  in  jeopardy, 
who  should  raise  a  finger  against  their  opponents  at  this 
time. 

The  bishop  said  he  had  no  fears  that  those  who  were  present 
would  act  in  opposition  to  his  advice;  and  if  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence were  committed,  it  would  be  by  those  who,  with,  per- 
haps, a  commendable  ardor  and  alacrity,  were  rushing  to  their 
aid  from  a  distance,  and  who  may  not  have  correct  information 
on  the  subject.  He  enjoined  it  upon  all  present  as  a  solemn 
duty  to  inform  these  individuals— if  they  should  fall  in  with 
any  of  them — of  what  he  had  said,  and  the  advice  he  had  just 
given  them. 

He  concluded  his  admirable  remarks — which  were  delivered 
in  a  most  impressive  manner — by  assuring  his  hearers  that  the 
public  authorities  were  not  idle  spectators  of  what  was  pass- 
ing. They  are  on  the  alert,  (said  he)  and  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
main quiet,  to  remain  peaceable,  and  they  will  see  you  righted. 
We  hope  the  bishop  will  furnish  us  with  a  copy  of  his  ad 
dress  for  publication.  It  would  be  read  with  a  high  degree  of 
eatisfaction  by  his  Protestant  fellow-citizens. 

The  value  of  the  buildings  destroyed  at  Charlestown  on  Mon 
day  evening  is  estimated  at  $20,000,  They  cost  that  sum. 
The  furniture  of  the  principal  house  was  elegant  and  costly, 
and  was  probably  worth  about  as  much  more.  There  were  ten 
or  twelve  piano  fortes,  some  of  them  splendid  instruments — 
three  harps,  one  of  which  cost  $500 — and  five  guitars,  among 
the  articles  destroyed.  The  females  lost  all  their  clothing,  ex- 
cept what  they  had  on  when  they  flew  from  the  incendiaries. 
The  above  facts  were  obtained  from  a  source  that  may  be  re- 
lied on. 

The  report  that  a  member  of  one  of  the  Boston  fire  engines 
had  something  to  do  with  setting  fire  to  the  Catholic  building 
in  Charlestown  on  Monday  evening,  turns  out  to  be  false,  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  well  known  character  of  our  fire- 
men. 

(J(?=At  11  o'clock  last  evening  the  city  was  quiet,  and  we 
had  heard  of  no  act  of  violence  in  Charlestown.  Tlie  city 
council  were  in  session,  and  there  was  a  strong  police  in  at- 
tendance. The  military  were  at  their  armories  in  Fanenil 
Hall.    In  tlie  vicinity  of  the  Catholic  church  there  was  a  ga- 


city  there  were  large  collections,  but  no  disposition  to  do  any 
act  of  violence.  We  hope  the  night  will  pass  ofi'  without  fur- 
ther trouble.  Hundreds  of  respectable  citizens  are  on  the  alert 
to  render  assistance,  if  any  should  be  required.  Every  Bosto- 
nian  blushes  for  the  conduct  of  those  deluded  men  of  Middle- 
sex county  who  set  fire  to  the  Ursuline  convent. 

MEETING    AT    CAMBRIDOB. 

At  a  meetiim  of  the  citizens  of  Cambridge,  holden  at  the  Town 
Hall  ill  said  town  on  Wednesday,  the  KJih  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1834,  pursuant  to  a  recommendation  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  to  express  the  opinion  of  the  town  in  relation  to  the  late 
destruction  of  the  Ursuline  convent  at  Charlestown,  William 
J.  Whipple,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair  and  John  P.  Tarbell 
was  appointed  secretary.  The  object  of  the  meeting  having 
been  staled,  tlie  hon.  judge  Story,  after  remarks  made  by  him 
at  some  lengtli,  of  a  very  solemn  and  impressive  character, 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five  persons  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  rwsolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  meeting  upon  the  subject  before  it,  which  motion  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  constitute  said 
committee,  viz:  hon.  judge  Story,  hon.  judge  Fay,  Ephraim 
Butlrick,  esq.  William  Wells,  esq.  and  Nathaniel  R.  Whitney, 
esq. 

The  committee,  after  retiring,  returned  and  presented  the 
following  resolutions,  which,  after  remarks  from  Simon  Green- 
leaf,  esq.  and  hon.  judge  Fay,  were  adopted,  no  one  dissenting. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge,  view  with 
abhorrence  the  flagrant  violation  of  private  rights  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Ursuline  convent  of  Monday  last;  and  we  earnestly 
desire  that  the  perpetrators  may  be  discovered  and  brought  to 
justice. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  the  innocent  suf- 
ferers from  this  criminal  and  disgraceful  attack  upon  a  building 
occupied  only  by  defenceless  women  and  children. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  communicate  the 
sentiment  of  this  meeting  to  the  Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocess 
and  to  the  superior  of  the  convent. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  referred  to  in  the  last  resolution, 
consist  of  the  hon.  judge  Story,  hon.  judge  Fay,  Ephraim  But- 
trick,  esq.  William  Wells,  esq.  and  Nathan  R.  Whitney,  esq. 

Voted  and  dissolved  the  meeting. 

WILLIAM  J.  WHIPPLE,  chairman. 

The  following  notice  excited  great  indignation  in  Boston — 

PUBLIC    NOTICE. 

Whereas  great  and  serious  outrages  have  been  committed  in 
Charlestown,  and  the  peace  of  the  place  greatly  disturbed  by 
mohs  from  the  city  of  Boston  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity; 
Now,  be  it  hereby  made  known  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
town,  aided  by  the  military,  will  prevent  to  the  extent  of  their 
power,  a  repetition  of  these  evils. 

The  selectmen  do  therefore  call  upon  all  good  citizens  to  ren- 
der them  tlieir  aid  and  assistance  in  support  of  the  laws,  and 
enjoin  upon  all  those  who  do  not  volunteer  to  come  under  their 
direction  to  keep  within  their  houses  during  the  ensuing  night. 

All  those  citizens  who  are  disposed  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, are  requested  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall,  this  afternoon  at 
6  o'clock.  By  order  of  the  selectmen, 

DAVID  DODGE,  town  clerk. 

August  13,  1834. 

From  the  Boston  papers  .August  14. 

It  appears  that  a  mob  of  men  and  boys,  partly  armed  with 
pistols  and  knives,  after  parading  through  the  streets  of  Boston, 
and  menacing  the  Catholic  church  in  Franklin  street,  marched 
to  the  ruins  of  the  convent  at  Charlestown,  about  11  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  night,  where  they  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
garden,  and  made  a  bonfire  of  the  fences  that  surrounded  the 
grounds.  They  then  made  a  hostile  demonstration  in  front  of 
the  Catholic  church,  but  finding  it  defended  by  the  Charlestown 
phalanx,  they  retreated,  without  committing  any  actual  vio- 
lence. The  authorities  of  Charlestown  are  busily  occupied  in 
collecting  facts  and  taking  depositions,  respecting  the  transac- 
tions of  Monday  and  Tuesday  niglits. 

The  Boston  Gazette  says:  "At  eisht  o'clock,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  there  were  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  persons  as- 
sembled in  and  about  the  city  hall.  Ft  having  been  supposed 
that  they  were  drawn  together  by  a  report  in  circulation  that 
the  bishop  had  informed  the  mayor  that  there  were  five  thou- 
sand armed  Irishmen  in  the  city,  over  whom  he  had  no  control, 
and  who  were  determined  to  show  fight — gen.  Lyman  consider- 
ed it  his  duty  to  come  forward  and  address  his  fellow  citizens 
upon  the  subject.  He  assured  them  that  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  report,  and  that  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend 
an  assault  from  the  people  referred  to.  At  the  same  time  he 
took  occasion  to  caution  them  against  all  other  reports  of  the 
kind,  and  to  solicit  a  continuance  of  their  aid  in  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  city.  This  address  of  the  mayor  gave  general  sa- 
tisfaction, and  the  crowd  soon  after  dispersed. 

"In  the  nisiit,  notliing  occurred  worthy  of  special  notice. 
The  civil  and  military  authorities  were  on  duty  all  night,  pre- 
pared to  act  in  case  of  necessity.  Tliey  deserve  credit  for  the 
promptness  with  which  they  assembled.  Their  patriotism  in 
an  emergency  of  this  kind,  when  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good 
citizen  to  act,  cannot  be  doubted." 

The  Travscript  says — A  mob  occupied  the  convent  grounds 
from  11  o'clock  last  night  until  half  past  two  this  morning^ 
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f  Wednesday].  There  was  no  force,  civil  or  military,  to  oppose 
their  violence,  and  they  destroyed  a  great  number  of  valuable 
fruit  trees,  tore  up  the  choicest  vines  of  the  grapery,  pulled 
down  the  fence,  and  made  a  bonfire,  and  no  one  resisted  them!! 
The  Charleston  light  infantry  were  on  duty  at  Mr.  Cutter's 
house,  but  having  been  specially  posted  there  to  guard  his  pro- 
perty, they  did  not  feel  authorised  to  leave  their  station  to  go 
to  the  protection  of  the  convent.  The  Charlestown  phalanx 
were  on  duty  at  the  Catholic  church  in  that  town. 

The  ^tlas  says— The  city  has  been,  during  the  evening,  in  a 
state  of  much  alarm  and  excitement.  From  the  unallayed  fury 
of  the  ruffians  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  their  renewed  acts  of 
outrage  in  burning  the  vines  and  fences  attached  to  the  con- 
vent, without  the  interposition  of  either  the  civil  or  military  au- 
■thority  spoken  of  by  the  valorous  selectmen  of  Charlestown, 
apprehensions  were  entertained  of  some  serious  collision  with 
the  Catholics.  Various  rumors  were  current  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening,  of  a  nature  to  inflame  to  a  still  higher  degree 
the  excited  feelings  of  the  public.  Many  of  our  citizens  enroll- 
ed themselves  with  the  mayor,  as  volunteers,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  patrol  duty.  Several  of  the  military  companies  are 
,. underarms,  and  the  whole  city  is  now  under  the  protection  of 
a  numerous  armed  watch. 

Proclamation  by  his  excellency  John  Davis,  governor  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 
Whereas,  It  appears  from  representations  made  to  me  by  the 
several  committees  of  vigilance  of  Charlestown  and  Boston, 
which  representations,  in  substance,  are  confirmed  by  the  at- 
torney general  of  the  commonwealth,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
11th  inst.  a  large  number  of  persons  assembled  in  Charlestown, 
by  preconcerted  designs  of  violence,  and  proceeded  in  a  high- 
handed manner,  in  disregard  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  laws,  with  fire,  and  acts  of  outrage,  to  demolish 
the  building  called  the  Ursuline  convent,  to  lay  waste  the  gar- 
dens and  grounds,  and  to  break  open  and  desecrate  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  dead,  having  previously  compelled  a  large  number 
of  females,  then  dwelling  in  said  building,  many  of  whom  were 
pupils,  in  a  school,  and  of  tender  age,  to  seek  safely  in  flight, 
and  to  take  refuge  in  the  fields.  And  whereas  it  also  appears 
thai  after  much  investigation,  the  civil  magistrates  and  other 
officers  of  the  law  are  unable  to  discover  the  perpetrators  of  this 
daring  otitr4ge,  and  that  the  ordinary  and  common  course  of 
proceedings  is  thus  proved  to  be  ineffectual. 

Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  said  commit- 
tees, and  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  law,  I 
do  offer,  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  a  reward  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  cause  the  said 
'Offenders  or  any  of  them,  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  to 
conviction,  which  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  paid  to 
one  or  more  persons,  as  existing  facts  upon  conviction  of  an 
oflTender  or  offenders,  and  the  ends  of  justice  may  require. 

And  I  do  further  call  upon  all  the  good  citizens  of  this  com- 
l^ionwealth  to  aid  in  healing  the  wound  which  the  laws  have 
deceived  by  this  open  contempt  of  their  authority,  and  this  wan- 
ton disregard  of  private  rights.  I  appeal  to  them  to  be  vigilant 
in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and  in  sustaining  the  civil  au- 
thority. Their  discountenance  of  such  proceedings  will  restore 
confidence,  and  make  our  peaceable  institutions  sufficiently 
powerful  to  overawe  insubordination,  and  meet  any  emergency. 
If  the  people  will  it,  there  will  be  no  more  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property,  or  invasion  of  private  rights,  by  open  acts  of  vio- 
lence. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
and  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  JOHN  DAVIS. 

By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Edward  D.  Bangs,  secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

Scraps  from  various  sources. 
The  letter  from  bishop  Femvick  to  the  father  of  the  young  lady, 
was  given  in  our  last,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  repeat  it.  It 
relieves  the  nuns  of  all  manner  of  blame.  The  bishop  is  one 
of  the  most  worthy  and  benevolent  men  that  lives — a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  connected  with  several  of  the  most  respectable 
families  in  this  state.  He  has  always  been  zealous  to  do  good, 
and,  without  hesitation,  exposed  his  health  and  life  to  relieve 
or  comfort  the  afflicted.  He  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  brave 
and  benevolent  men  who  volunteered  their  inestimable  services 
in  Baltimore,  when  visited  by  the  yellow  fever  some  years  ago, 
and  every  body  who  know  him,  even  by  reputation,  will  place 
implicit  reliance  in  any  statement  made  by  him,  however  strong 
may  be  their  religious  prejudices. 

The  superior  of  the  convent  appears  to  have  conducted  herself 
with  great  propriety — she  rejoiced  that  the  children  all  escaped 
uninjured,  and  was  quite  patient  under  the  loss  of  property, 
wliif'h  she  estimated,  at  $40,000.  This  is  a  small  matter,  and 
can  easily  be  redressed,  as  no  doubt  it  speedily  will  be;  but  the 
stain  of  the  outrage  will  remain. 

There  was  an  insurance  at  the  American  office  on  the  build- 
ing to  the  nruoiint  of  $12,000,  and  ,f2,000  also  on  the  furniture; 
but  no  part  of  this  will  be  available  to  the  proprietors  under  the 
circum-^tances  oftliii  occasion.  The  policy  does  not  apply  to 
ocrasioMs  of  this  kind. 

A"!  Diiiiiy  as  ten  or  rlcvfn  ensinos  from  Boston,  i)e.-.ido3  five 
frojn  Cli.irlf'stowii,  and  some  from  Cambridge,  repaired  to  the 
ept)t,  liul  only  to  swell  the  crowd  of  ^:pertators.     The  firemen 


of  course  were  under  the  control  of  the  Charlestown  engineersy 
and  by  these  were  requested,  as  we  are  told,  not  to  play  upoi> 
the  buildings— no  water  was  thrown  by  any  of  the  engines.^ 
The  nearest  which  could  be  used  to  any  extent,  was  that  of  the 
Middlesex  canal. 

The  whole  party  of  the  assailants  were  disguised.  All  of 
them,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  had  their  faces  painted— some 
after  an  Indian  fashion,  and  others,  in  other  ways;  and  a  part 
of  the  number  employed  devices  and  disguises  of  various  other 
descriptions,  adapted  to  conceal  the  individuals  concerned  in 
the  outrage,  from  recognition. 

A  valuable  silver  chalice,  which  was  placed  in  its  tabernacle 
and  deposited  for  safe  keeping  in  the  convent  tomb,  which  in- 
famy has  desecrated,  was  stolen  by  the  violators  of  the  grave. 

The  following  infamous  paragraph  is  copied  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post — 

Boston  but  a  few  days  ago  signalized  itself  by  a  "whig"  re- 
joicing at  the  incendiary  decapitation  of  our  chief  magistrate'ia 
revered  image;  and  now  it  sends  its  rabble  out  to  burn  a  house 
devoted  to  religious  uses,  and  maltreat  if  not  slay  its  peaceful 
female  inmates — beings  retired  from  the  world,  and  devoted  to> 
the  service  of  God. 

The  riots  ceased  after  the  2d  night — but  a  public  force  was 
held  in  readiness  for  several  nights,  in  Boston. 

The  Boston  Courier  of  the  15th  says:  We  heard  a  rHraor,,las£ 
evening,  that  the  committee  of  investigation  had  obtained  some 
important  testimony,  which  would  probably  lead  to  a  discovery 
of  the  ring  leaders  of  the  Charlestown  mob. 

The  mayor  and  police  and  military  of  Boston,  safar  as  they 
could  act,  which  was  only  within  the  limits  of  the  eity,  deserve 
the  highest  praise  for  good  conduct. 

Many  persons  have  been  arrested  as  participants  in  this  out- 
rage, and  some  examinations  had — which  it  will  be  time  enough* 
to  notice  when  the  proceedings  on  the  case  are  maturedv 
There  is  much  zeal  to  pursue  the  offenders.  G-ne  has  turned 
state's  evidence,  and  it  was  thought  that  important  facts  would' 
be  obtained  through  him.  He  had  already  ina^)licated  several 
persons. 

The  selectmen  of  Charlestown  issued' a  notice,  charging  the 
attack  and  conflagration  of  the  convene  on  persons  from  Bos^ 
ton.  This  caused  a  bitter  excitement  in  that  city,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  paragraph  from  the  Transcript: 

The  fire  bells  rang  in  Charlestown  on  Friday  night.  The  in>- 
discreet  conduct  (we  »ise  a  mild  term)  of  the  selectmen  of 
Charlestown,  had  produced  a  deep  sensation  of  indignation', 
and  we  do  not  believe — even  if  the  draws  of  the  bridges  had  not 
been  raised — that  our  citizens  would  have  gone  voluntarily  to 
the  protection  of  Charlestown,  had  it  been  one  general' scene  of 
conflagration.  But  the  Charlestown  selectmen  have  made  a 
public  recantation  of  their  reflections  on  the  citizens  of  Boston — 
they  say  their  resolutions  were  written  in  *'a  moment  of  great 
excitement  and  confusion.'^ 

The  selectmen  of  Charlestown  have  also  issued  a  notice  re 
questing  a  suspension  of  public  opinion,  and  promising  a  fulJ 
statement  of  all  the  facts  that  can  be  obtained,  &c. 

The  superior  of  the  convent  has  published  a  list  of  the  scho- 
lars (chiefly  from  Boston,  but  some  from  distant  places),  and  of 
the  principal  articles  of  property  lost  by  each.  We  notice  se- 
veral pianos,  harps  and  guitars,  silver  tumblers  and  spoons, 
music  and  other  books,  watches  and  articles  of  jewellery,  and 
other  things  too  tedious  to  mention.  A  large  amount  in  money 
belonging  to  its  various  inmates,  with  the  books  and  papers, 
&c.  of  the  convent  were  destroyed.  Indeed,  nothing  was  saved, 
except  what  the  nuns  and  the  scholars  had  on  their  backs. 

The  Boston  Transcript  says — "The  destruction  of  the  bishop's 
lodge  in  front  of  the  convent,  has  not  excited  much  comment; 
but  we  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  regret — especially  since 
the  publication  of  the  course  adopted  by  that  prelate  on  this  oc- 
casion— that  a  large  and  valuable  library,  consisting  of  classicat 
and  other  works,  should  have  been  utterly  consumed  in  the 
common  ruin  which  overwhelmed  the  whole  establishment; 
not  a  single  book  was  saved." 

The  Mercantile  Journal  says — Tlic  innocent  cause  of  all  the 
tumult  at  the  Ursuline  convent  at  mount  Benedict,  is  Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Harrison,  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  Previous  to  leaving 
the  institution  she  had  been  unwell,  and  at  the  time  was  labor- 
ing under  a  partial  mental  derangement.  She  was  a  teacher  of 
music  in  the  convent,  and  her  relatives  and  friends  called  on 
her  whenever  they  desired,  except  during  school  hours,  anrt 
were  never  refused  admittance.  She  has  a  brother  in  this  city, 
Mr.  Thomas  Harrison,  an  intelligent  and  industrious  copper 
plate  engraver,  in  the  employ  of  the  Boston  Bewic  company, 
from  whom  these  facts  are  elicited,  and  he  assures  us  that  there 
was  nothing  about  the  convent,  or  the  treatment  of  his  sister,  in 
the  least  degree,  calculated  to  cause  the  past  or  present  excite- 
ment, other  than  the  fact  of  her  leaving  as  above  stated,  and 
that  his  sister  was  not  aware  that  her  liberty  was  in  the  least 
restrained.  Iler  taking  the  veil  was  a  voluntary  act,  and  she 
has  no  disposition,  and  no  consideration,  she  assures  her  bro- 
ther, would  induce  her  to  relinquish  the  order. 

[Another  paper  adds  that  she  has  been  in  the  convent /aur 
teen  years,  and  was  2nd  or  3rd  in  authority]. 
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A  little  table,  copied,  from  the  New  York  Commercial, 
of  the  votes  given  for  president  and  vice  president  at  the 
election  of  1832,  presents  a  singular  comment  on  what  is 
called  tlie  "r'(9/f6'  of  the  people.''  Tlie  plurality  of  the 
popular  vote  in  favor  of  pi-esident  Jackson  was  very 
small,  compared  with  the  force  of  his  eiecloral  \oiii:,  and 
vice  president  Van  Buren  was  elected  by  a  minority  of 
the  votes  of  the  people,  though  chosen  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  elecloi-s;  and,  had  the  rule  that  ap- 
plies to  the  electors  been  extended  to  the  votes  of  the 
people,  Mr.  Van  Buren  would  hardly  have  been  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  at  this  time — for  the  se- 
nate might  not  have  preferred  him. 

We  have  no  wish  to  disturb  the  federal  principles  es- 
tablished in  the  constitution — but  it  would  be  well  if 
those  who  speak  so  much  about  the  voice  of  the  people 
would  look  to  the  facts.  One  of  the  strongest  election- 
eering points  made  against  Mr.  Jldams  was,  that  he  was 
*'a  minority  president" — the  fact  exists  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  is  a  minority  vice  president,  and  will  be  a  minority 
president,  in  case  of  the  decease  or  resignation  of  gen. 
Jackson. 

The  usual  notices  of  the  progress  of  the  elections  are 
given  in  a  subsequent  page.  We  always  endeavor,  in 
things  of  this  sort,  and,  indeed,  in  all  others,  with  fideli- 
ty, and  in  mildness,  to  state  the  facts  as  they  appear  unto 
us,  so  far  as  they  are  considered  necessary  to  the  public 
information  or  curiosity' — but  cannot  make  ourselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  truth  of  any  statements  of  the  kind. 
The  "Globe,"  however,  on  a  late  occasion,  insisted  that 
there  were  "liabilities"  in  such  cases,  even  in  innocently 
copying  misstatements  or  errors.  How  then  does  the 
editor  feel  for  having  \\\m?,e\i  originaliy  proclaimed  Mr. 
tietcher's  majority  to  be  only,  and  exactly,  95 — which  is 
officially  shewn  to  be  270?  Will  he  take  home,  for  him- 
self, that  liability  which  he  would  impose  on  others?  No 
— the  essential  difFereiice  that  there  is  between  msuvi  and 
iuum  forbids  that! 

Though  gatherings  of  large  nuvnbers  of  the  people  at 
Philadelphia  to  commit  acts  of  violence,  liad  ceased  after 
the  third  night — many  excesses  subsequently  took  place, 
and  colored  persons,  when  engaged  in  their  usual  avoca- 
tions, were  repeatedly  assailed  and  maltreated, especially 
on  the  Scliuylkill  front  of  the  city.  Parties  of  white 
men  have  ms/s/ec/ that  no  blacks  sliall  be  employed  in 
certain  departments  of  labor.  This  is  going  a  "conside- 
rable length." 

The  examination  of  persons  supposed  to  liave  partici- 
pated in  the  late  riots  at  Charlestown,  Mass.  is  still  going 
on.  A  handl)ill  had  been  circulated,  however,  threaten- 
ing the  assassination  of  persons  who  should  give  testimony 
tending  to  convict  the  offenders.  It  is  given  out  that  tiie 
destruction  of  the  convent  was  the  result  of  a  deliberate 
conspiracy!  We  hope  that  this  is  not  true.  But  there 
are  fanatics  and  knaves  in  almost  every  sect — persons 
that  would  burn  a  man's  body  for  the  good  of  his  soul! — 
in  ^/ieir  administration  of  the  Divine  goodness  and  mercy. 

The  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chickasaivlw- 
dlans  is  given  at  full  length — as  conveying  information 
and  iDaking  a  record  of  certain  new  or  in)portant  princi- 
ples which  are  established  between  the  United  States 
and  the  original  possessors  of  the  soil.  Those  who  feel 
an  interest  in  the  past  history  or  future  coiidition  of  the 
Indian  nations,  will  give  this  treaty  a  careful  reading. 

We  notice  accounts  of  several  late  fata!  accidents  to 
bricklayers  and  carpenters,  from  tiie  /ailing  of  scaffolds  on 
which  they  were  at  work.  In  looking  at  n)any  of  these 
scaffolds  we  have  only  wondered  that  such  accidents  were 
not  of  very  frequent  occurrence. 
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There  is  a  prospect  of  an  exceedingly  great  crop  of 
cotton,  in  the  present  year — and  the  wheat  crop  has  been 
heavy;  but,  tliOMgh  the  prospects  of  corn  are  not  flattering 
in  the  middle  slates,  because  of  the  want  of  rain,  it  bids 
fair  to  yield  a  very  large  product  in  the  southern. 

Among  our  political  selections  for  the  present  week, 
will  be  found  the  speech  oi Kdtvard  Everett,  esq.  at  the 
whig  celebration  at  Salem,  Mass.  and  the  address  of  Mr. 
7%6/»j«s  and  reply  of /iLO^er  ^.  'J'a7iey,  esq.  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  latter  at  Frederick,  Md.  After  the  last  was 
in  type,  we  received  the  8[)eech  of  Mr.  T,  at  tlie  public 
dinner  given  to  him,  or  should  have  preferred  it — but  it 
is  probable  that  some  opportunity  will  soon  occur  to  give 
it  an  appropriate  insertion. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Everett,  of  Mass.  has  only  declined 
a  re-election  to  congress,  and  not  resigned  his  present 
seat. 

In  a  subsequent  page  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
reception  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  by  the 
convention  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  in  session  at  Nash- 
ville. A  gi-eat  public  dinner  was  also  given  to  him,  at 
which  h.e  offered  the  following  toast; 

The  true  constitutional  currency,  gold  and  silver  coin — It  can 
cover  and  protect  tlie  labor  of  our  country  without  the  aid  of  a 
national  bank,  an  institution  vvhicli  can  never  be  otherwise  than 
hostile  to  tlie  liberties  of  the  people,  because  its  tendency  is  to 
associate  vveaKh  with  an  undue  power  over  the  public  interests. 

The  president,  in  his  toast  at  Nashville,  speaks  cf 
gold  and  silver  as  tlie  true  "constitutional  currency;"  but 
last  year,  in  New  York,  the  capital  of  the  local  banks 
was  increased  in  the  large  sum  of  $3,600,000 — and  in  all 
the  states,  perhaps,  to  the  amount  of  8  or  10  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  "New  York  Evening  Post"  thus  proclaims  war 
against  the  local  banks — ■ 

We  freely  state  that  we  desire  the  legislature,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, to  restiict  banks  from  issuing  from  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  act,  any  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars; 
and  that  we  wish  this  to  be  merely  a  first  step  in  a  series  of 
measures,  which  we  shall  not  consider  completed,  as  long  as  a 
bank  note  of  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  is  in  circulation,  or 
as  lon^r  as  an  incorporated  bank  exists. 

And  some  of  the  papers  of  the  interior  seem  willing 
to  forbid  the  issue  of  bank  notes  for  less  than  10  dollars. 
We  shall  see  whether  these  do  not  change  their  minds — 
after  the  election.  There  are  30  millions  of  bank  capi- 
tal in  New  York,  chiefly  under  charge  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  "safety  fund." 

The  "Globe"  thinks  it  may  be  "doubted"  wli ether  the 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  does  not  violate  its  charter,  by  refus- 
ing to  redeem  its  notes  in  gold.'  Is  not  silver  coin  a 
legal  tender?  We  always,  thought  that  it  was.  JVliere 
is  the  gold?  , 

But  it  is  charged,  that  the  tiank  had  procured  35,000 
dollars  in  half  eagles  at  the  mint  (probably  coined  out  of 
its  own  gold),  and  yet  refuses  to  pay  its  notes  in  lialf 
eagles.  The  sum  stated,  as  a  business  concern,  is  like 
the  bite  of  a  flea  on  the  hide  of  a  rhinoceros.  But  why 
this  anxiety  about  gold?  If  its  circulation  is  designed  to 
operate  against  the  bank,  may  not  the  bank  retain  its  own 
gold  to  protect  itself — without  "violating  its  charter!" 
But  the  baidc  cares  nothing  about  it.  The  office  in  Bal- 
timore freely  pays  out  gold — v.hen  happening  to  have  it. 
But  tlie  quantity  of  the  new  coins  is  contemptible,  if  to 
be  spoken  of  as  currency.  It  will  not  supply  one  shew 
piece  for  every  election  district! 

We  perceive,  (says  a  Philadelphia  paper),  tliat  captain 
R.  F.  Stockton  lias  returned  from  London,  whither  he 
went  on  a  successful  inission  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road,  and  the  canal  company. 
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If  all  who  deal  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break, 
what  should  happen  to  this  company  who  have  mortgag- 
ed their  road  and  canal  io  foreigners?  If  "perish  credit," 
is  the  word — let  the  road  and  canal  perish! 

Several  articles  have  been  published  in  the  papers  as 
to  great  losses  sustained,  or  serious  difficulties  encoun- 
tered, by  the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  in  consequence 
of  certain  "experiments"  on  the  currency,  and  negotia- 
tions entered  into  at  Baltimore.  AVe  know  nothing  of 
the  state  of  this  bank,  and,  certainly,  do  not  wish  it  any 
harm — 'but  it  must  soon  become  manifest,  we  think,  that 
the  local  banks  are  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  exchan- 
ges of  the  counti^y,  each  one  havhng  its  own,  and  sepa- 
rated interest  to  pursue. 

The  N.  York  Courier  calls  the  new  gold  pieces,  "the 
decAsitated  coin. " 

A  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  dated 
Hagerstown,  Md.  Aug.  30,  1834,  says — 

•'You  will  receive  enclosed  five  dollars,  canal  scrip,  which  is 
chiefly  all  the  kind  of  money  we  can  see  here,  in  these  experi- 
ment times." 

The  note  or  canal  scrip  is  signed  John  P.  Ingle,  clerk,  and 
John  H.  Eaton,  president.  Is  this  a  sample  of  the  "better  cur- 
rency," proposed. 

Large  quantities  of  specie  are  arriving  from  Mexico — 
much  of  it  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in 
that  country. 

American  nankeens,  manufactured  in  Rhode  Island, 
from  cotton  grown  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
present  secretary  of  state,  have  obtained  a  high  and  well- 
deserved  reputation,  for  the  durability  of  the  cloth,  and 
the  fastness  of  its  natural  color. 

The  conduct  of  the  post  master  at  Philadelphia  is  se- 
verely assailed,  because  that  a  large  quantity  of  public 
documents  franked  from  Washington,  by  col.  Walmough, 
for  the  use  of  his  constituents,  had  been  sold  to  a  grocer, 
(enveloped,  and  addressed  and  franked),  as  waste  paper. 
The  excuse  made  is  that  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
addressed  could  not  be  found.  This  is  denied,  and  the 
Commercial  Intelligencer  says— 

Among  the  hundred  weights  of  public  documents  and  papers 
suppressed  and  sold  by  the  post  office  clerks,  there  is  not  a  sin- 
gle frank  of  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  nor  a  single  copy  of  the  Globe, 
to  be  found! 

A_great  public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Exving,  at 
Chillicothe,  O.  on  the  7th  inst.  and  another  at  Charles- 
town,  Kanawha,  Va.  on  the  12th.  He  was  invited  to  se- 
veral other  places,  but  being  obliged  to  proceed  for  Wash- 
ington, as  one  of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  post 
office,  he  was  compelled  to  decline  the  attentions  propos- 
ed to  be  paid  to  him.  The  following  is  the  complimen- 
tary toast  that  was  paid  him  in  Chillicothe — 

By  the  president  of  the  day — Thomas  Ewins,  of  Ohio — A 
gtrong  man,  both  under  his  own  contsiitution  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  people:  with  the  same  nerve  that  felled  the  foiests  of 
the  west,  he  is  now  lopping  the  corrupt  excrescences  of  patron- 
age— a  good^workman  for  eoix^titutional  wages — without  "ex- 
tra  allowance,"  save  and  except  the  approbation  of  a  grateful 
people. 

A  meeting  of  individuals  from  various  parts  of  the  state 
of  New  York  is  to  be  held  on  the  llth  of  September,  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  applying  to  the  state  legislature  to 
cause  a  ship  canal  to  be  constructed  from  Lake  Ontario 
to  Utica  and  Albany.  If  this  grand  project  to  aid  inter- 
nal navigation  is  carried  into  effect,  it  will  add  greatly  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  state,  and  tend  also  to  increase  the 
riches  of  the  west. 

Between  the  16th  and  23d  instant,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  of  merchandise  left  Wheeling  for  Baltimore! 

The  people  of  Boston  (says  a  ootemporary)  have  just 
closed  their  most  interesting  annual  festival,  that  of  the 
the  public  schools.  The  i)remiums  for  superiority  were 
distributed  to  the  deserving  scholars  with  becoming  "cir- 
cumstance," and  then  the  city  authorities,  with  numer- 
ous guests  and  the  successful  scholars,  marched  to  Fa- 


neuil  Hall,  and  partook  of  a  sumptuous  dinner.  Such  a 
feast,  with  such  guests,  old  and  young,  may  justly  be 
called  "a  feast  of  reason," 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  ceremonies  of  the 
east — as  well  as  a  iv\x\y  glorious  one.  Cobbett,  however 
thinks  that  general  education  has  rendered  much  injury 
to  the  people.     We  do  not  think  so! 

The  J^Tational  Intelligencer  says — 

Our  worst  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  expedition  to 
the  far  west,  conjposed  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  &c.  already 
begin  to  be  realized.  Brigadier  general  Leavenworth,  who  com- 
manded it  in  chief,  is  no  more— he  died  of  bilious  fever,  at  a 
place  called  Cross  Timbers,  on  the  21st  of  last  month;  and  one 
or  two  other  officers  are  reported  to  be  ill.  The  command,  by 
the  death  of  general  L.  devolved  on  colonel  Dodge,  of  the  dra- 
goons. The  first  act  of  his  command,  we  hope  to  learn  will 
have  been  to  cause  the  expedition  to  retrace  its  steps.  We'shall 
await  with  anxiety  further  intelligence  of  its  movements. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  McClure,  of  the  dragoons,  has  also  died. 

A  letter  is  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  dat- 
ed Hamilton,  Bermuda,  August  12,  which  says — 

Every  thing  goes  on  here  even  with  more  regularity  now  than 
before  the  negroes  were  liberated.  They  will  soon  too,  I  fear 
feel  the  loss  which  the  change  has  brought  with  it,  for  it  is  im- 
possible they  can  all  find  employment  here.  Some  families  hav- 
ing as  slaves  15  or  20  domestics,  now  keep  but  3  or  A;  and  as 
every  one  was  abundantly  supplied  when  they  were  in  that 
state,  the  surplus  of  unemployed  must  seek  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood in  some  other  place,  and  that  it  would  be  a  difficiili  thing 
to  point  out,  as  many  of  them  are  not  familiar  with  hard  work. 
They  will  find  their  lot  a  bitter  one,  wherever  ihey  direct  their 
steps. 

We  much  regret  to  learn,  that  the  cause  of  Santa  Anna 
and  of  an  established  and  intolerant  church,  is  succeed- 
ing in  the  republic  oi  Mexico — Puebla  having  surrender- 
ed on  the  22d  July,  and  other  places  sending  in  their  ad- 
hesion, to  the  combined  forces  of  the  sword  and  the 
mitre. 

The  Boston  Transcript,  the  week  after  the  riots  at 
Charlestown,  had  the  following  article: 

'■A  number  of  the  clergymen  of  the  city  and  vicinity  preached 
yesterday  from  texts  applicable  to  the  events  of  the  last  week. 
We  learn  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  was  more 
than  usually  eloquent,  and  that  his  sermon  will  probably  be 
printed.  The  rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  of  the  Green  street  church,  preach- 
ed an  appropriate  and  most  excellent  discourse  from  the  second 
epistle  of  Timothy;  ii.  ch.  5  v.  "And  if  a  man  also  strive  for 
mastery,  yet  is  he  not  crowned,  except  he  strive  lawfully." 
We  learn  that  Dr.  Beecher  also  made  the  events  the  subject  of 
a  discourse  preached  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Blagden's  pulpit.  Many 
other  clergymen  alluded  to  the  riots  and  rioters,  and  in  some 
instances  in  prayer  and  apt  selections  of  scriptural  lessons. 

"The  right  rev.  bishop  Fen  wick  preached  at  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  and  addressed  his  auditors  in  the  spirit  of  the  text, 
"Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  He 
spoke  of  the  rioters  as  a  small  body  of  lawless  men,  whose 
deeds  were  rei)udiated  by  tiie  whole  community,  and  urged 
those  of  his  hearers  whose  feelings  were  most  outraged  by  the 
late  occurrences  at  Charlestown  to  pursue  the  paths  of  peace. 
His  discouise  produced  a  powerful  impression,  whose  end  is 
good." 

A  New  York  paper  gives  the  following  classification 
of  a  political  convention  of^  seventy  delegates,  that  recent- 
ly met  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  "to  settle  the  affairs  of 
the  nation." 

1  United  States  senator;  1  member  of  congress;  2  members  of 
assembly;  1  county  clerk;  1  auctioneer;  1  master  in  chancery; 
1  inspector  of  leather;  3  judges  of  county  courts;  8  custom  house 
officers;  1  sheriff";  4  deputy  sheriff's;  14  postmasters;  17  justices 
of  the  peace;  6  commissioners  of  deeds;  6  supervisors;  Scon- 
stables — 70  exactly. 

Settlers  are  still  arriving  in  great  numbers  at  Quebec; 
and  many  perish  with  the  cholera  in  that  city  and  at  Mon- 
treal, or  at  points  reached  by  them  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  accounts  from  Greece  are  rather  of  a  pacific  cha- 
racter— and  two  battalions  of  the  German  troops  were 
about  to  return  home.  The  Greeks  enter  the  service  of 
king  Olho  freely.  Some  wholesome  reforms  are  going 
on.     A  Greek  journal  says — 

"There  were  in  Greece  518  convents,  which  contained  only 
4,111  monks  and  287  nuns.  Only  83  bad  six  or  more  monks, 
many  had  only  two,  or  one,  or  none  at  all.  Reckoning  the  in- 
come of  each  convent  at  only  1,000  drachms,  518,000  drachms 
Were  annually  thrown  away,  and  this  revenue  might  easily  be 
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duiibled.  Now,  liowever,  ilie  reiiiiiiiiiiig  monks  and  nuns  have 
been  collected  in  a  small  number  of  convents,  there  to  devote 
themselves  to  their  original  destination,  prayers  and  agriculture, 
and  to  pay  the  tiihes  to  the  ecclesiastical  treasury.  The  re- 
maining convents  are  suppressed,  and  their  revenues  added  to 
the  ciiurch  funds." 

ELECTIONS. 

With  respect  to  Norlk  Carolina,  tlie  "Globe"  of  the  26th 
says — 

"We  have  returns  from  35  counties  in  North  Carolina,  giving 
61  members  to  iIib  ranks  of  the  Jackson  democracy,  and  49  an 
lies  of  all  complexions.  There  are  29  counties  to  hear  Iron), 
which  we  liave  no  doubt,  from  the  political  character  of  the 
districts,  will  double  the  n)ajority.  We  have  a  letter  from  a 
member  of  congress,  who  inlbrms  us  that  his  dit^trict  has  given 
a  majority  against  the  administration,  staling  that  the  other  sec- 
tions of  the  state  have  returned  the  majority  which  was  antici- 
pated for  the  administration." 

The  same  paper  also  mentions  that  Mr.  Branch,  (one  of  the 
dismissed  secretaries),  has  been  elected,  and  that  the  seat  of 
the  "bank  candidate"  returned  for  Fayetteville,  will  be  contest- 
ed. A  letter  from  Fayetteville,  so  far  as  the  returns  are  receiv- 
ed, claims  84  for  the  administration  and  puts  down  54  as  op- 
posed or  doubtful.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  freely  said  that  a 
majority  will  not  sustain  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Brown  to  the 
senate  of  the  United  States;  and  the  North  Carolina  Whig 
states  that  Bedford  Brown,  U.  S.  senator  from  that  stale,  whose 
lime  expires  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  has  not  the  sumllest 
chance  of  re-election.  The  whigs  have  a  decided  majority  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature.* 

The  returns  are  nearly  all  in  for  Kentucky,  and  the  following 
results  appear — 

For  liie  house  of  representatives  it  is  ascertained  that  74 
"whigs"  have  been  elected,  and  the  remaining  26  members  of 
ihe  house,  100  in  all,  are  possibly  Jacksonians.  In  the  last 
house  the  parlies  stood  60  to  40. 

The  senate  consists  of  21  whigs  and  16  Jacksonians,  and 
there  is  one  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  a  senator  at 
so  short  a  time  previous  to  the  election  that  the  necessary 
measures  could  not  be  taken  to  order  an  opening  of  the  polls  to 
supply  the  vacancy.  Last  year  the  senate  stood  20  Jackso- 
nians, 18  whigs.  The  following  is  said  to  shew  the  actual  re- 
sults— 

In  a  joint  ballot,  (there  is  one  vacancy),  the  whole  vole  is 
138 — of  these,  last  year,  77  were  whigs  and  61  administration; 
now  the  stale  of  parties  is  95  whigs  and  41  adm.  Majority  on 
joint  ballot  54,  or  a  gain  since  last  year  of  38. 

The  sheriffs  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  have  added  up 
the  polls,  and  officially  returned  Mr.  Letcher  as  elected  to  con- 
gress by  a  majority  of  270. 

The  returns  of  the  election  of  governor  of  Indiana,  so  far  as 
received,  shew  the  following  aggregates: 

For  Mr.  Noble f32,954 

Mr.  Read 24,055 

The  votes  for  lieutenant  governor  are  in  about  the  same  pro- 
portion, aiid  the  anti-Jackson  candidate,  Mr.  Wallace,  is  cho- 
sen. 

The  Indiana  "Democrat"  issued  the  following  in  an  extra,  on 
the  29th  July  last,  heading  it  ^^ Glorious  news'.'" 

"We  have  heard  from  every  county  in  col.  Kinnard's district, 
and  we  are  safe  in  estimating  that  judge  Read  will  obtain  in  the 
district  a  majority  of  FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  VOTES.  Let 
the  freemen  of  the  state  go  and  do  likewise  aiid  victory  is  cer- 
tain." 

But  the  Indiana  Journal  of  the  16th  August  coldly  publishes 
the  late  returns  from  the  several  counties,  which  have  the  fol- 
lowing results: 

There  are  13  counties,  and  twelve  of  them  gave  majorities  to 
Mr.  Noble,  whose  aggregate  vote  is  6,416  against  4,388  given  to 
Mr.  Read — being  more  than  2,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Noble  instead 
of  1,500  against  him.  This  was  a  great  change  between  the 
29th  of  July,  and  the  4th  of  August — the  day  of  the  election. 

The  Indiana  papers  do  not  particularly  state  the  political 
character  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  chosen;  bat  there 
seems  to  be  a  decided  anti-Jackson  majority  in  that  body,  and 
a  very  large  one  more  especially  opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as 
the  successor  of  the  general.  This  will  be  regarded  important, 
if  the  report  is  true  that  Mr.  Tipton  is  about  to  resign  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States — not  feeling  at  liberty  to  sup- 
port the  administralinii  any  longer.  It  is  added  that  several  of 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  this  state 
had  so  changed  their  opinions,  since  their  return  home. 

The  returns  are  from  25  counties  of  liKjiois.  The  result  stands 
thus: 

Duncan,       7,529    McLaughlin,  2,521— Kinney,  4,347. 
McL.  2,521 


Whig,         10,050 
Van  Buren,    4,347 

Whig  maj.      5,703 


[Kinney] 


*We  have  to  hear  from  other  sources. 

jLater  accounts  say  that  Mr.  Noble's  majority  is  9,5.53,  and 
only  two  counties  to  be  hoard  from,  which  will  not  vary  the  re- 
sult 100  votes. 


The  same  counties  in  183-2— the  vote  stood  for  Jackson,  8,946 
—Clay,  4,001— majority,  4,945.  Shewing  a  change,  a*?  it  ii  said, 
of  10,668  votes. 

There  is  very  little,  if  any,  doubt  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Dun- 
can, by  a  large  majority.  ^ 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  19lh  says— A  gentleman  of  this 
place,  just  from  Illinois,  stales  that  Mills,  the  whig  candidate  for 
congress,  i^  elected— that  Reynolds,  (late  governor  of  Illinois), 
an  avowed  advocate  of  the  bank,  and  opposer  of  the  removal  of 
deposite9,of  the  protusl,  and  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  is  also  elect- 
ed to  the  same  station— and  that  Casey,  the  third  member  elect- 
ed to  congress,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  bank  in  order  to 
secure  his  election. 

We  think,  however,  from  other  accounts,  that  Mr.  Mills  haa 
not  been  elected.  It  would  seem,  neveriiieless,  that  the  candi- 
dates for  congress  "pledyed  themselves  to  vole  for  a  renewal 
of  the  charier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  oppose 
the  succession  of  Mr.  Van  Buren." 

On  these  points  Mr.  Duncan^s  opinions  are  well  known.  He 
voted  with  the  minority  in  the  housBof  represientatives  on  near- 
ly every  (jueotion  concerning  the  bank,  or  the  de|)osite8,*  an4 
so  also  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs. 
Letcher  and  Moore,  and  on  others  when  there  appeared  to  be  a 
rallying  of  parties— as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  yea« 
and  nays. 

We  add  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Kinney^a  address  ta 
the  electors— "But,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Illinois  de- 
sire the  techarler  of  the  Unite*!  States  bank,  or  the  charier  of 
another,  it  would  seem  to  be  desirable  that  our  representative, 
who  is  now  my  competitor  for  the  office  of  governor,  should  be 
permilled  to  remain  where  he  is." 

We  have  later  returns,  as  follow.*: 

For.  Mr.  Duncan 8,575 

Mr.  McLaughlin 2,667 

Mr.  Kinney ...5,935 

There  are  partial  returns  from  Missouri.  It  seems  that  ecN 
tain  proposed  amendments  of  the  constitution  were  made  the 
chief  question  at  the  polls.  The  Bowling  Green  (Missouri) 
"Journal"  of  Ihe  12lh  has  the  returns  fron)  several  counties,  and 
says— "So  far  as  heard  from  in  the  Mississippi  district,  the  anti- 
Jackson  party  have  a  majority  of  the  members  in  the  lower 
house— in  the  senate  equal."  But  the  St.  Louis  "Republican" 
of  the  15th,  speaking  of  the  election  of  a  senator  of  the  United 
States,  [Mr.  Linn  irolding  his  present  place  by  appointment  of 
the  governor],  gives  us  to  understand  that  no  other  than  a 
"Jackson  man"  can  expect  to  be  chosen.  We  meet  with  the 
following,  however,  as  taken  from  the  St.  Louis  Advocate,  said 
to  be  a  thorough-going  administration  paper— "The  opposition 
ticket  for  the  lower  house,  has  succeeded  by  four  to  two.  As 
far  as  our  election  has  gone,  we  augur  but  little  good  from  the 
next  legislature," 

[Perhaps  the  county  is  only  alluded  to.] 

We  notice  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  a  report  of  the  election 
of  two  Jackson  and  anti-bank  men  to  the  legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi—and  this  is  all  the  particulars  that  we  have  of  the  elections 
in  that  state.  Mr.  Ritchie,  however,  decidedly  says,  that  Mr. 
Poindexler  "will  be  ousted."  But  a  New  Orleans  paper  of  the 
12th  says— We  are  gratified  in  learning  that  Mr.  Poindexter'a 
re-election  to  the  senate  is  certain,  but  the  election  is  expected 
to  be  a  close  contest.  In  about  a  week  we  may  look  for  suffi- 
cient returns  to  enable  us  to  form  a  conclusive  opinion. 

There  was,  as  we  sugaested  in  our  last,  a  "mistake"  about 
the  result  of  the  elections  in  Alabama.  The  Huntsville  papers 
give  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  elected  in  13  or  14  counties, 
and  it  seeins  that  the  administration  party  has  succeeded  by  a 
large  majority— for  a  letter  from  Tuscaloosa,  dated  August  7, 
says — 

"We  are  about  to  give  a  dinner  to  King,  McKinley,  Clay, 
Mardis  and  Murphy;  and  in  honor  of  the  triumph  of  democratic 
principles,  gen.  Jackson  is  to  be  invited,  and  a  messenger  has 
been  selected  to  bear  the  invitation  to  the  qjd  hero.  We  intend 
to  have  a  great  jubilee  of  it."  "    • 

0]:J=The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  2lst  says — We  are  not  yet 
able  to  give  full  returns  from  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  our  friends 
need  no  longer  be  anxious  on  account  of  those  slates.  In  both 
of  them  revolution  has  done  its  perfect  work.  They  have  been 
"winnowed  by  the  wings  of  liberty," 

P.  S.  Last  evening's  mail  brought  us  some  accounts  from 
Rhode  Island,  the  election  in  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  whole  number  of  the  members  of  the  assembly  is  72— it  is 
said  to  be  ascertained  that  39  whigs  are  elected — and  supposed 
that  parties  in  the  house  will  stand  40  whigs, 32  administration, 
and  asserted  that  in  the  "worst  possible  state  of  the  case,"  43 
out  of  the  82  members  of  the  legislature,  (including  the  10  se- 
nators, heretofore  elected),  will  voie  against  an  administration 
senator.  But  5  more,  or  48  against  34,  was  expected  to  shew 
the  real  state  of  the  parties.     We  shall  soon  have  the  facts. 


CHOLERA. 

Though  this  disease  appears  in  solitary  instances  at  some  new 
places,  it  is  not  bad  in  any  in  the  United  States,  nor  does  it 


*A11  except  one,  we  believe— of  imi>ortance,. 
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seem  to  have  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  amongst  us — tliough  the 
contrary  appears  lo  have  happened  in  Canada.  But  the  pesti- 
lence was  rapidly  declining  at  Quebec,  Montreal,  Toronto, 
Kingston,  &c. 

At  Jilhany  the  disease  had  abated — the  last  report  mentioned 
only  one  death.  The  towns  on  the  Hudson,  we  believe,  may  be 
said  to  be  free  of  cholera. 

At  New  York  there  wore  16  deaths  by  cholera  on  the  23d;  14 
on  the  24th;  26  on  the  25th;  21  on  the26lh;  24  on  the  27th;  and 
26  on  the  28th. 

Ii)  New  York,  last  week,  the  deaths  amounted  to  367.  Of 
these  the  cholera  carried  off  134,  being  an  aver.ige  of  nineteen 
per  day.     167  were  children  under   5  years  of  age. 

The  deaths  by  cholera  at  New  York  have  generally  happened 
in  the  most  crowded  and  filthy  parts  of  the  ciiy,  and  among  the 
worst  classes  of  its  inhabitants — but  there  were  some  few  decid- 
ed exceptions. 

Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  are  blest  with  good  health.  In 
the  last  week,  there  were  115  deaths  in  the  Ibrnier,  of  which  78 
were  children;  and  70  in  the  latter,  42  being  children  under  5 
years  old. 

Individual  cases,  as  they  may  well  be  called,  have  happened 
at  many  places — but  it  does  nut  seem  worth  the  while  lu  name 
many  of  them. 

But  Buffalo  and  Detroit  have  been  much  afflicted,  and  we  re- 
gret to  say  that,  at  the  latest  dates,  the  choleia  was  yet  severe 
on  their  population.  About  20  cases  happent!d  at  Claveland.und 
a  few  at  Erie.  There  were  26  interments  at  Detroit  on  the  14ih 
instant.     It  has  been  terrible  in  this  litih;  city. 

Among  the  deaths  at  Buffalo,  says  a  N.  York  paper— We  re- 
gret to  perceive  announced  that  of  M  -a!.  .^7i(/re!!'s,  late  mayor  of 
that  city,  who  died  on  Monday  morning;  and  of  Mrs.  Andrews, 
who  died  on  the  preceding  night.  Mrs.  A.  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  chief  justice  Hosmer,  of  Middletovvn,  Con.  whose  death 
was  annonced  but  a  few  days  since.  Mr.  Andrews  had  also,  be- 
fore his  death,  lost  two  children  by  the  siune  disease.  The 
Buffalo  Daily  Advertiser  thus  adverts  to  the  afllicting  scene: 

'Tis  midnight!  The  clock  tells  twelve — [ts  intonations  are 
melancholy — its  reverberations  sound  like  a  requieu)  of  the 
dead.  But  hark!  The  midnight  hearse  is  passing  to  the  tomb, 
to  deposite  its  victims.  Other  heart  strings  are  severed — 'tis  a 
lovely  daughter!  Who  closed  her  eyes.''  Not  a  father  or  a  mo- 
ther; for  they  were  both  on  the  bed  of  death!  And  now  is  re- 
moved the  mother  to  her  last  and  silent  abode — then  swiftly,  as 
if  too  dear  for  earth's  abode,  the  little  son!  And  now  the  gigantic 
prop— the  father  is  gone!  The  mansion  is  desolate — and  wiio 
remains  to  weep!  The  fountain  of  sympathy  is  closed — grief 
drank  the  offering  ere  it  reached  the  eye."^***Who  could  not 
exclaim  "Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  you!"  But  "peace  be 
still!"  Murmur  not  at  the  dispensations  of  Omnipotence,  for 
who  can  resist  His  mighty  mandates.'' 
A  few  cases  are  said  to  have  happened  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
We  have  daily  statements  of  the  i!it(;rments  at  Q,uebec  and 
Montreal,  for  several  weeks— the  general  results  of  which  are 
as  follow: 

From  the  7th  July  to  August  14,  inclusive  of  both,  being  39 
days,  1,169  interments  took  place  at  (Quebec,  against  1,607,  in 
1832,  the  first  cholera  year.  It  is  not  clearly  stated,  as  to  either 
year,  how  many  of  those  interments  were  caused  by  cholera, 
bin  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  tliey  were  between  two- 
thirds  and  five  sixths  of  the  whole.  The  disease  has  not  had 
as  many  victims  as  in  1832,  perhaps  because  it  has  less  subjects 
to  feed  upon;  many  of  the  emigrants  being  stopped  at  Grosse 
Island,  where  the  mortality  has  been  awful.  The  deaths  by 
cholera  at  Quebec,  on  the  16lh  inst.  were  4— on  the  17lh,  11 — 
on  the  18th,  13— total  in  three  days,  38. 

At  Montreal,  in  35  days,  beginning  with  July  12,  when  the 
first  cholera  case  was  stated,  and  ending  with  Aug.  15,  the 
whole  interments  at  Montreal  were  1J40,  of  which  798  were 
reported  cholera  cases,  very  many  of  which  were  children. 
The  usual  average  mortality  for  those  days  was  205;  and  so  to 
-oholera  or  other  unusual  causes,  935  deaths  are  attributed. 
Deaths  by  cholera  on  the  18th,  19lh  and  20th,  only  15— or  5  a 
day. 

The  whole  popiflation  of  Toronto,  U.  C.  is  about  10,000— and 
there  had  been  already  2.50  deaths  by  cholera — or  1  in  40. 

The  cholera  was  dreadful  at  Kingston — whole  families  were 
swept  away.  So  at  the  little  town  of  Gait— out  of  a  population 
'Of  1.50  persons,  37  died  in  two  days'. 

The  cholera  has  been  bad  in  the  Texas  settlements.  In  the 
town  of  Labude,  with  only  250  or  275  inhabitants,  145  cases  and 
40  deaths  had  happened.  One  half  of  the  people  of  Warloiigh 
are  said  to  have  died,  with  a  large  number  of  the  Manohe  In- 
dians.    The  people  fled  to  the  bushes  and  prairies. 

A  few  deaths  by  cholera  had  taken  place  at  Havana,  and  a 
good  many  at  Gibraltar.  The  disease  was  declining  in  Spain, 
generally. 


ITEMS. 

Mr.  Elliott,  of  Baltimore,  haviiii;  failed  to  ascend  in  a  balloon, 
accompanied  by  a  lady,  from  (Jamden,  opposite  Pliiladelphia — 
the  crowd  that  had  been  collected,  forced  the  enclosure  and 
cut  the  balloon  into  pi(;ces. 

A  forcible  entry,  for  the  possession  of  Chambers  street  church, 
in  New  York,  having  been  made  by  one  party  of  the  congrega- 
tion, the  other  pre[iar(!d  to  oust  them  by  force,  while  divine 
worship  was  performing— but  refrained  on  the  interference  of 
ihe  police. 


Died,  rn  Baltimore,  on  Monday  night  last.  Dr.  William  How 
ard,  of  the  U.  S.  topographical  engineers— a  gentleman  of  fine 
taste,  and  of  very  superior  talents. 

Very  favorable  accounts  of  the  value  and  productiveness  of 
the  southern  gold  region  continue  lo  reach  us.  The  Athens 
(Geo.)  Banner  publishes  a  letter  from  Naooochee  Valley,  in  that 
state,  which  mentions  that  in  one  day  ^'twelve  hands'had  ob- 
tamed  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-jive  pennyweights 
of  gold  trom  the  Richardson  mine  in  that  valley.  The  largest 
mass  weighed  98  pennyweights." 

Mr.  Henry  Unn-in  Addington,  some  years  since  British 
charse  d'affaires  at  Washington,  and  recently  minister  at  Mad- 
rid, had  retired  from  tiie  diplomatic  service,  with  a  pension  of 
eighteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum. 

It  is  announced  in  the  London  papers,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wood  [ihe  singers]  cleared  ^50,000  by  their  trip  to  America. 

Died  lately,  in  Nantucket,  capt.  Joshua  Coffin,  aged  75. 
Capt.  C.  wa*  one  of  the  firnt  explorers  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in 
pursuit  of  the  spermaceti  whale.  To  his  early  success  in  these 
adventurous  voyages,  may  be  ascribed,  in  some  measure,  the 
perseverance  with  which  that  fishery  has  since  been   followed. 

The  Bonaparte  family  are  seeking  to  obtain  two  millions  of 
francs,  from  the  French  governmeiit,  for  a  portion  of  Napo- 
leon's property,  still  due  them. 

The  amount  of  cotton  shipped  down  the  Yazoo  the  past  sea- 
son is  estimated  at  10,000  bales. 

Mr.  Chalkley  Haines'  mare  (in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio) 
had  twin  colts  last  spring.  Subsequently  his  cow  had  twin 
calves;  and  recently  his  wife  presented  him  with  three  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  two  daughters,  at  a  birth.  All  parties,  except 
the  colts,  which   are  dead,  are  as  well  as  could  be  expected! 

The  ship  Sarah,  the  first  free  trader  from  China,  arrived  at 
London  in  July,  with  a  cargo  of  raw  silk  valued  at  £400,000, 
or ^1,800,000. 

There  has  been  a  great  contest  at  New  York  between  the 
trumpeters^  Norton,  an  Englishman,  and  Gambati,  an  Italian — 
botii  very  superior  artists,  and  each  excelling  in  his  particular 
way.  They  played  twice  in  the  presence  of  about  3,000  per- 
sons.    The  silver  cup  was  awarded  by  the  judges  to  Norton. 

A  private  gentleman,  recently  from  China,  is  building  a  green 
house  near  Boston,  that  will  be  400  feet  long,  and  of  propor- 
tionable breadth  and  height,  and  cost  20,000  dollars. 

More  than  1,300  persons  have  visited  the  Virginia  springs  this 
season — as  follows:  white  sulphur  430 — salt  sulphur  2-30 — red 
sulphur  200 — sweet  springs  180 — hot  springs  100— warm  springs 
75 — blue  sulphur  75 — grey  sulphur,  a  spring  near  Peterstown, 
in  Monroe  county,  20 — total  1,310. 

The  diggings  for  gold  have  opened  a  great  market  for  bread- 
stufls  and  meals  in  Georgia. 


FOREIGN  NEV\^S. 
From  London  papers  to  the  23(f,  ultimo. 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 

There  have  been  other  changes  in  the  ministry,  the  earl  of 
Carlisle,  lord  privy  seal,  is  said  to  have  resigned  and  his  place 
filled  by  the  earl  of  Mulgrave;  and  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  E. 
Stanley,  the  member  of  parlinmenl  for  Cheshire,  succeeds 
lord  Howick,  as  under  secretary  for  the  home  department. 

Great  excitement  had  been  produced  in  London,  by  the  in- 
fliction of  300  lashes  upon  the  person  of  a  soldier  by  the  name 
of  Hutchinson,  at  St.  George's  barracks,  Charing  Cross.  The 
punishment  took  nearly  an  hour  in  inflicting,  and  during  this 
interval  the  drum  beat  according  to  the  loudness  of  his  shrieks 
for  mercy.  Such  inflictions  are  disgraceful  to  llie  age,  and  we 
trust  the  parliament  of  England  will  take  prompt  measures  to 
put  a  stop  to  a  punishment  at  once  so  degrading  to  the  military 
service,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  liumanity. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  paid  to  the  treasury  the  whole 
proceeds  of  his  office  of  lord  warden  of  the  cii>que  ports. 

The  queen  of  Enuland  had  arrived  at  the  castle  of  Atlenslien, 
near  Liebenstien,  Germany,  and  had  been  joiiu^d  there  by  her 
mother,  the  duchess  dowager,  who  had  also  taken  up  her  resi- 
dence there. 

A  subscription  was  being  taken  uj)  in  London  to  raise  £2,000 
by  the  friends  of  earl  Grey,  to  enable  them  lo  present  lady 
Grey  with  a  statue  of  the  late  premier. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  in  the  house  of  lords,  lord  Mel- 
bourne replied  that  ministers  did  not  mean  to  move  the  third 
reading  of  the  coercion  bill,  but  intended  to  substitute  another 
immediately,  which  bill  was  subsequently  introduced  into  the 
house  of  commons,  and  had  undergone  considerable  discussion. 
Lord  Wharnclifl^e  had  moved,  in  the  house  of  lords,  for  the 
production  of  the  letter  addressed  by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land to  earl  Grey,  which  the  latter  declared  private  property, 
and  avowed  his  determination  not  to  give  it  up  without  the 
consent  of  the  writer.  The  motion  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn.    The  capital  punishmenl  bill  had  been  passed. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  17il)  July,  li>rd  Althorp  an- 
nounced that  lord  Melbourne  had  completed  the  arrangements 
lor  Ihe  formation  of  an  administralloh.    Lord  Duucannon  was 
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to  be  Uoirie  secretary;  sir  J.  C.  [lobhouse,  commis!=ioner  of  tlie 
woods  and  foresb ;  and  liis  lonlship,  in  compliance  with  the 
command  of  hid  majesty,  would  coniinuc  chancellor  oC  Ihu  ex- 
chequer. 

FRANCE. 

Marshal  Soult  had  retired  from  the  ministry  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  inarslial  G(!rard.  The  cause  of  his  resignation  is 
said  to  be  iiis  expensive  appropriations  for  the  military  service, 
which  were  deemed  incompatible  with  the  views  of  the  cham 
hers,  who  are  studying  eeoin)my5and  acquiring  increasing  pow- 
er over  the  public  purse.  The  prefects  had  been  ordered  to  de- 
ny to  marslial  Bourmont  an  entrance  into  France. 

Several  ordonnances  had  been  published  by  the  minister  of 
commerce,  making  considerable  changes  in  tlie  commercial 
regulations  of  the  kingdom. 

M.  Jauge,  the  banker  of  Don  Carlos,  had  been  committed  to 
the  Conciergerie,  under  certain  articles  in  the  penal  code, 
which  makes  aiding  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  allies  of 
France,  punishable  by  death;  and  M.  Chateaubriand  had  been 
summoned  to  be  present  at  tlie  opening  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
him,  found  on  M.  Jauge.  The  letter  was  written  by  a  friend  at 
Bordf:aux,  informing  M.Chateaubriand  that  Charles  V.  had  just 
passed  through  thai  city. 

SPAIN. 

Don  Carlos  had  entered  Spain,  is  supposed  to  have  landed 
near  Bayonne,  and  it  is  said  will  march  at  the  head  of  17,000 
men.  He  has  appointed  M.  Villemur  his  minister  of  war,  Zu- 
malacarieguy  his  commander  in  chief,  and  Benito  Eraso, second 
in  command.  As  soon  as  Charles  had  crossed  the  Fresnch 
frontier,  bonfires  were  lighted  in  nil  the  villageF,  and  the  bells 
of  all  the  churches  set  ringing.  He  arrived  at  Elisondo  on  the 
lOlh  ult.  where  he  was  received  by  tlie  people  with  enthusiasm 
and  publicly  attended  church,  where  a  tedeum  was  performed 
in  honor  of  his  safe  return.  Crowds  of  people  from  all  direc- 
tions flocked  to  Elisondo,  dressed  in  their  Sunday  clothes,  and 
testified  their  joy  by  illuminations,  bonfires  and  dancing  all 
nigh';.  On  the  same  day  Don  Carlos,  accompanied  by  gen.  Zu 
nialacarreguy,  who  had  joined  him  soon  after  his  arrival,  set 
out  for  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  at  some  distance  from 
Elisondo.  The  plan  of  operations  is,  that  the  kino  is  immedi- 
ately to  press  forward  to  meet  gen.  Ilodil,  attack  him,  and  then 
advance  on  Madrid,  without  stopping  on  the  way. 

The  following  is  the  proclamation  addressed  by  Don  Carlos 
to  the  army: 

•'Soldiers — My  desires  are  at  length  satisfied,  I  am  in  tlie 
midst  of  you.  This  is  a  moment  my  heart  has  been  long  ex- 
pecting— you  are  acquainted  with  my  constant  efforts  to  hasten 
it.  My  paternal  heart  is  filled  with  the  sweeti^st  satisfaction 
when  thin  king  of  your  glorious  actions,  which  will  be  transinitted 
to  the  mostdislani  posterity.  Volunteers  and  soldiers, your  suf 
ferings,  your  fatigues,  your  constancy,  your  love  for  your  legili 
mate  kings  and  for  my  royal  person,  are  a  subject  of  admira- 
tion for  all  nations,  who  cannot  find  eulogiums  sufficiently 
Worthy  of  such  heroic  devotion.  Let  us  set  out  tlien,  altoge- 
ther, and  with  me  at  your  head  let  us  march  to  victory.  But 
even  victory  will  be  painful  to  me  if  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  Spanish  Ijlood.  To  avoid  this  I  exhort  all  those  who  have 
been  seduced  or  deceived,  or  who,  docile  to  my  voice,  will  lay 
down  their  arms,  to  come  and  take  shelter  under  my  royal  man- 
tle. But  if,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  there  should  be  found 
any  sufficiently  blind  to  persist  in  an  opposite  course,  they 
shall  be  treated  as  rebels  to  my  toyal  person.  I  shall  be  as  se 
vere  to  those  who  persevere  in  their  rebellion  as  I  sTiall  be  in- 
dulgent to  those  who  shall  repent.  And  you,  valiant  and  faith- 
ful warriors,  now  assembled  round  your  chief  and  father,  let 
the  most  rigid  discipline  reigti  among  you,  and  observe  the  most 
strict  obedience  to  your  commanciers.  From  discipline  and 
obedience  proceeds  strength,  and  that  strength  will  secure  us 
the  victory  with  which  God  will  etown  the  cause  of  justice. 
Generals,  officers,  volunteers  and  soldiers,  I  am  grateful  for 
your  immense  services,  which  shall  be  rewarded  by  your  king. 

"CARLOS. 

"From  my  royal  residence  at  Elisondo,  July  19." 

The  apprehensions  of  cholera  having  subL'-ided,  the  cortes 
was  to  have  been  reconvened  at  Madrid  on  lhe24ih  ult.  The 
curate  Merino,  who  had  his  head  quarters  at  the  village  of  Os 
ma,  had  been  joined  by  Cuevillas  and  several  others,  with  800 
infantry  and  400  cavalry.  The  ohj(  ct  of  tiie  curate  was  to  di- 
vert the  attention  of  gen.  Rodil  from  the  iiroicctinn  of  the 
northern  provinces.  A  regiment  of  grenadiers,  commanded  by 
col.  Ferris,  had  left  Segovia  for  Siguenza,  in  order  to  attack 
the  curate  Merino.  Advices  from  Sarragossa  affirm  that  Cue- 
villas  had  been  defeated,  and  he  himself  killed. 

— ,»«.«%  ^  (5H*»— 

NOTICE— GIRARD    RANK. 

F/iUadelphia,  ^lusiist  -25,  1834. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  tins  day,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resoliiiions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  stockhohlers  in  tiie  Girard  bank,  rcpresentins  more 
than  one  half  of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  did,  in  the  month  of 
March  last,  instruct  the  board  of  directors  "to  restore  to  the 
proper  authority  the  money  and  deposites  of  the  United  States, 
in  their  possession,  as  soon  as  tlie  same  could  be  effected,  con 
sisiently  with  tlie  convenience  and  safety  of  the  instituliou;  and 
that  tlie  said  bank  should  tiicnceforth  cease  to  be  the  reiio^itory 
of  the  moneys  aforesaid." 

Jind  whereas,  in  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, an  arrangemenl  was  made  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 


ry, by  which  the  contract  then  existing  between  this  bank  and 

the  United  States,  was  annulled,  atid  the  whole  balance  of  the 
public  funds  placed  at  the  immediate  disposal  of  the  said  secre- 
tary, on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  of  which  due  notice  was  given. 

Jlnd  uhcreus,  since  that  period  no  contract  has  existed  be- 
tween this  bank  and  the  government,  the  board  having  carried 
into  eflect,  so  far  as  depended  upon  them,  the  instructions  of 
the  stockholders. 

Jiiid  whereas,  a  majority  of  the  whole  stock  of  this  bank,  in- 
cluding the  major  [lait  of  the  stock  which  was  signed  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  17tli  of  March  last,  (and  nearly  two-thirds  of 
such  portion  of  said  stock  as  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  same 
owners),  has  been  subsequently  signed  by  tlie  proprietors  in 
person,  or  by  attorney,  to  a  request  addrc^ssed  to  the  directors, 
that  the  bank  should  resume  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, "if  the  same  could  be  obtained  on  such  terms  as  the  board 
might  deem  expedient,  and  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
institution." 

Jind  whereas,  this  board  did,  in  cancelling  the  former  contract, 
act  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  owners,  or 
their  representatives,  of  a  majority  of  the  stock: 

Jind  whereas,  the  present  instructions,  emanating  as  they  do 
from  a  still  larger  majority,  claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board, 
equal  respect: 

Jind  whereas  ,\.\\e  board  have,  in  consequence  of  such  instruc- 
tions, made  a  new  arrangement  with  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, such  as  "they  deem  expedient,  and  believe  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  interests  of  this  institution:" 

And  whereas,  it  is  due  to  themselves,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
misconception,  or  unintentional  misrepresentation  o(  their  con- 
duct and  motives,  to  promulgate  the  recent  proceedings  of  their 
stockholders,  which,  liaving  taken  place  unaccompanied  by  any 
incidents  attracting  general  attention,  might  else  remain  un- 
known to  the  public;  and  also,  to  make  an  explicit  avowal  of 
the  course  which  they  (the  board)  have  pursued  in  reference  to 
the  same,  which  is  especially  requisite  in  the  present  case,  be- 
cause of  the  great  publicity  given  to  the  former  proceedings, 
both  of  the  stockholders  and  tlie  board;  therefore, 

Resolved,  L.  That  pultlic  notice  be  given  that  the  Girard  bank, 
in  the  cily  of  Philadelphia,  has  resumed  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business,  as  a  fiscal  a<;erit,  under  a  contract  with  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  made  and  entered 
into  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  present  month. 

ilesoZtxiJ,  9.' That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution,  at- 
tested by  lite  cashier,  be  inserted  in  two  or  more  of  the  daily 
papers  of  this  city.     A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

WM.  D.  LEWIS,  cashier. 

— »»>v®  @  ©**"•— 

LYCEUM  SEMINARIES. 

Addressed  to  the  editor  of  tlie  Register. 

Self-education  and  self-support  is,  in  all  the  depai't- 
raetits  and  all  the  operations  of  the  lyceum  system,  its 
most  pi'ominent  featui-e.  It  acknowledges  the  benevo- 
lence, the  ovei-flowiiig  ^oodness  of  out-  Creator,  in  fur- 
nishing all  his  rational  creatures  with  the  faculties,  and 
in  surrounding  them  with  the  materials,  or  means,  of 
grovvii»g  and  rising  in  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
strenglli.  The  great  object  of  lyceum s  is  to  call  into  ex- 
ercise those  faculties,  and  into  use  those  materials,  so 
abundantly  furnished  by  the  wisdoim  and  goodness  of  the 
Great  Creator,  and  the  constant  and  abounding  Benefac- 
tor. 

There  is,  however,  one  department  of  tlie  general  and 
national  institution  of  lyceums  in  which  the  principle  of 
self  support  is  more  fully  and  more  prominently  recog- 
nized tiian  in  any  of  the  rest.  The  general  plan  of  ly- 
ceums has  ever  contemplated,  within  cvei-y  county  or 
other  moderate  district,  a  manual  labor  and  sef  support- 
ing school,  which  should  furnish  to  its  pupils  advantages 
equal  to  those  in  our  colleges  for  general  literature  and 
science,  and  much  superior  for  a  practical  business  edu- 
cation to  those  of  any  institutions  in  our  country.  While 
these  schools  are  designed  to  afford  to  farmers,  mecha- 
nics and  all  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community,  the 
best  opportunities  for  a  practical,  useful  education,'  they 
are  also  intended  to  be,  in  the  strictest  and  best  sense  of 
tiie  word,  setninaries  for  teachers — for  teachers  of  schools 
and  lycetmis.  They  are  intended  to  furnisli  the  means 
for  teachers  to  support  and  educate  themselves,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  construct  tlieir  own  apjiaratus  and  va- 
rious instruments  of  instruction,  while  they  aie  learning 
the  modes  of  using  them,  and  acquiring  the  knowledge 
they  are  designed  to  illustrate.  Lyceum  seminaries  are 
intended  to  unite  manufactories  of  apparatus  for  illustrat- 
ing various  departments  of  science,  and  the  qualification 
of  teachers  to  use  the  instrumentstor  diffusing  the  science 
among  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  in  every  sectioa 
of  our  country. 

Experience,  on  this  sul)ject,  has  already  proved,  that 
young  men,  and  even  lads,  after  a  short  time,  and  pro- 
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bably  young  ladies  and  missee,  can  pay,  by  tbeir  own  in- 
<1ustry.,  all  their  expenses  of  board,  clothes,  books,  tui- 
tion, &c.  and  at  the  same  time  acquire  a  more  thorough, 
useful  education,  than  it  is  possible  for  any  college  or 
other  institution,  witliout  moneyed  labor,  to  give  them. 
Such  being  the  testimony  of  experience,  the  conclusion 
follows,  that  any  plain  fanner's  son,  or  poor  mechanic's 
daughter,  can  have  tlie  means  of  acquiring  a  better  edu- 
cation than  the  money  of  the  rich  can  purchase  for  their 
children. 

In  all  the  departments,  and  in  all  the  operations  of  the 
lyceura  system,  there  is  harmonious  action  and  recipro- 
cal and  united  effort.  So,  between  tlie  lyceum  semina- 
ries in  all  parts  of  the  country,  there  is  intended  to  be  a 
virtual,  though,  perhaps,  not  a  formal  connection.  In 
many  of  their  operations,  especially  in  the  manufactory 
of  apparatus,  they  may  render  each  other  very  important 
aid;  and,  by  their  united  efforts,  furnish,  not  only  col- 
leges^  academies  and  high  schools,  but  h^ceums,  common 
ifichools  and  families,  with  more  abvuidant,  cheaper  and 
better  instruments  of  instruction,  tools  ofkno'ivledge,  than 
tCan  possibly  be  furnished  from  any  other  source. 

The  whole  plan  of  lyceum  seminaries  will  embrace, 
then,  a  central  institution,  which  shall  combine  a  semi- 
nary for  teachers  and  a  manufactory  of  apparatus,  for  a 
part,  and  a  prominent  part  of  its  manual,  productive  ex- 
ercises. This  institution  will,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  its 
means  will  permit,  furnish  facilities  to  any  other  manual 
labor  schools,  by  supplying  them  with  prints,  tools,  ex- 
perience, &c.  as  aids  to  their  intellectual  productive  exer- 
<eises.  With  such  aid,  any  manual  labor  school,  now  in 
operation.,  might  engage  in  the  manufactory  of  globes, 
jneehanical  powers,  geometrical  solids,  and  most  of  the 
instruments  for  the  practical  sciences,  if  not  for  the  more 
abstract  and  abstruse  subjects. 

These  statements,  Mr.  Editor,  are  not  from  theory  or 
conjecture;  they  are  from  experience  for  a  course  of 
years,;  having  conducted  an  agricultural  school  for  ten 
years,  in  wjiich  the  pupils  paid  all  their  expenses  by  tlieir 
own  industry;  and  having  also  had  much  apparatus  made 
under  my  direction,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the 
strength  and  skill  of  lads  and  misses  from  fourteen  to 
eighteen  years  of  age. 

The  question  will  naturally  arise,  by  what  means  can 
these  seminaries,  whose  prominent  feature  is  self  educa- 
tion and  self  support,  be  established  through  our  coun- 
try, in  such  numbers,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as 
to  hold  out  proposals,  and  afford  opportunities,  for  the 
children  of  every  class,  without  distinction,  to  secure  to 
themselves  the  rich  blessing  of  a  sound  physical,  intellec- 
tual and  moral  education. 

To  this  natural  and  important  question  the  answer 
may  be,  perhaps,  by  county  ltcetjms.  It  is  evident 
that  the  whole  community,  and  all  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, can  more  conveniently  act,  and  co-operate  with  each 
other,  through  the  medium  of  coimty  societies,  than  by 
any  other  divisions  or  districts  known  throughout  the 
states.  As  counties  through  the  union  will,  probably, 
not  average  more  than  forty  miles  in  diameter,  verj'  few 
would  have  to  travel  more  than  twenty  miles,  and  a  large 
majority  less  than  ten  miles,  to  attend  county  conventions, 
or  the  quarterly  meetings  of  county  lyceums.  Consider- 
ing the  importance,  and,  if  properly  conducted,  the  in- 
structive and  interesting  character  of  education  conven- 
tions, which  county  lyceums  miglit  easily  furnish  at  their 
quarterly  meetings,  a  general  attendance  of  teachers, 
«cbool  committees,  parents,  children,  and  the  lovers  of 
knowledge  and  the  friends  of  education  generally,  might 
reasonably  be  expected.  And  by  their  attendance,  a  warm 
■and  generous  sympathj^  an  organized  and  vigorous  sys- 
tem of  measures  and  efforts,  might  be  sustained,  for  the 
great  and  all  important  cause  in  which  every  man,  wo- 
anan  and  child,  is  equally  interested. 

Under  such  views  and  feelings,  I  have  witnessed,  with 
no  little  Kttisfaction,  proposals  for  simultaneous  action 
in  this  cause.  The  proposal  has  been  made,  and  re- 
sponded to  from  several  sources,  for  county  education 
-conventions,  in  all  the  states  and  all  the  counties  in  the 
union,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  county  lyceums,  as  a  preparatory 
step  for  accomplishing  any  other  objects,  which  might 
ht  found  practicable  and  desirable.     Among  the  objects 


which  county  lyceums  might,  at  an  early  period,  take 
up  to  advantage,  would  be  seminaries  for  self-education 
and  self-s\ipport.  In  connection  with  these,  and  perhaps 
in  many  instances  preceding  them,  circuit  schools,  for 
the  purpose  of  weekly,  semi-weekly,  or  even  semi- 
montldy  courses  of  instruction,  where  more  frequent 
courses  could  not  be  sustained,  might  be  taken  under 
consideration  and  carried  into  effect,  by  county  societies. 
Indeed,  the  advantages  of  associations  for  systematic  and 
concentrated  effort,  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  are  so 
great  and  so  evident,  and  the  results  of  county  lyceums 
in  particular,  have  been  so  uniformly  and  so  strikingly 
happy,  that  the  proposal  for  such  measures  only  needs 
to  be  made  to  be  seconded,  and  to  secure  the  general 
sanction  of  enlightened  individuals  and  communities. 

On  the  subject  of  simultaneousaction,  througli  the  me- 
dium of  county  conventions  and  county  lyceums,  it  is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  numerous  facilities  may 
be  procured  to  render  the  meetings,  not  only  useful,  but 
inslructive  and  entertaining.  Thomas  S.  Grimke,  ot 
Cbarleston,  S.  C.  as  a  committee,  appointed  by  the  lite- 
rary and  phiiosopliical  society  of  that  state,  has  recently 
prepared  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina, 
giving  an  exposition  of  the  lyceum  system  in  its  various 
departments  and  operations,  from  national  and  state  so- 
cieties, down  io  familif  lycc7ims,  and  from  exercises  for 
mutual  and  self-instruction  in  the  dead  languages  and  the 
most  abstruse  sciences,  down  to  penmanship,  reading  and 
orthograph3\  This  address,  which  is  as  applicable  to 
the  citizens  of  otlier  states  as  tJiose  of  S.  Carolina,  can 
easily  be  procured,  and  portions  or  the  whole  of  it  read, 
as  one  of  the  exercises  of  the  proposed  conventions. 

Numerous  other  pamphlets  have  been  published  on 
the  subject,  some  of  which  contain  the  forms  of  constitu- 
tions, among  other  things  to  facilitate  the  operations  and 
the  objects  of  the  meetings. 

All  the  materials  and  means  for  commencing  county 
museums,  or  cabinets  of  nature  and  art,  are  at  hand  in 
great  abundance.  In  the  numerous  cabinets  already  col- 
lected, both  by  individuals  and  by  institutions,  are  dupli- 
cates which  the  owners  will  gladly  appropriate  to  such 
an  object,  whenever  an  opportunity  is  offered. 

In  the  gold  regions  at  the  south  are  several  county  Ij'- 
ceums,  whose  prominent  object  is  to  collect  and  exchange 
specimens.  From  this  source,  a  museum  in  each  of  the 
eleven  hundred  counties  in  the  states,  may  be  supplied 
immediately  with  specimens  of  gold  ore. 

In  every  county  a  museum  might  be  commenced,  at 
the  first  meeting,  by  specimens  carried  by  those  who 
should  attend  it.  The  specimens  thus  collected,  if  not 
known  by  those  who  presented  them,  might  be  named 
and  described  by  some  other  persons  present,  as  in  near- 
ly evei'y  county,  are  a  few  individuals  who  have  some 
knowledge  of  natural  histor}% 

Among  the  most  encouraging  and  gratifying  circum- 
stances, as  an  aid  in  promoting  the  objects  of  county  ly- 
ceums, is  a  resolution  recently  passed  by  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Baltimore  Union  Lyceum,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  boai-d  esteem  the  organization  of 
county  lyceums  throughout  the  union,  as  an  important 
step  for  the  advancement  of  American  education:  that  we 
will  prepare,  as  soon  as  practicable,  specimens  of  mine- 
rals, plants,  penmanship,  map  drawing  and  needlework, 
for  any  county  lyceum  which  may  apply  for  the  same, 
and  that  we  invite  the  school  and  other  juvenile  lyceums 
connected  with  our  society,  to  render  their  assistance  in 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  resolution. 

As  great  as  this  resolution  may  at  first  appear,  it  can 
be  accomplished  with  great  ease  by  bringing  in  the  aid 
of  the  juvenile  members  of  the  society,  by  which  several 
thousand  specimens  ai-e  already  collected  for  that  object; 
and  if  similar  measures  should  be  adopted  in  all  our  prin- 
cipal cities,  as  they  have  already  been  in  several,  a  system 
of  exchanges  in  tlie  works  of  natme  and  of  art,  might  be 
easily  and  readily  instituted,  which  would  give,  not  only 
to  every  county  lyceum,  but  to  every  village  and  neigh- 
borhood lyceum  and  school,  and  even  to  every  family,  an 
instrtictive  and  valuable  cabinet  of  natural  history,  or  a 
museum  of  natural  and  artificial  productions  and  curiosi- 
ties. 

The  above  statements,  facts,  views,  plans  and  sugges- 
tions, are  very  respectfully  submitted  for  the  cousidera- 
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tion  of  such  of  the  fi'iends  of  education  and  general  im- 
provement, as  may  have  an  opportunity  and  a  disposition 
to  examine  them,  by  their  friend, 

JOSIAH  HOLBROOK. 


APPROPRrATIONS  AT  THE  LAST  SESSION. 
The  following  is  copied  from  the  Charleston  "Mercury,"  de- 
rived from  a  letter  wrilien  by  Warren  R.  Davis,  esq.  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  saying — "I  enclose  an  exact  account 
which  r  have  just  received,  of  the  enormous  appropriations  of 
the  present  year.  To  this  may  be  added,  another  million  for 
private  claims,  which  will  make  an  aggregate  of  near  eighteen 
millions,  after  the  public  debt  has  been  paid!" 

BILLS — HOUSE    REPRESENTATIVES. 

t^ggregate  amount  of  appropriations  contained  in  the  following 
named  bills  of  a  public  character,  which  passed  in  1833,  '34,  1st 
session,  23(f  congress. 

Bill,  No.  36.  Making  partial   appropriation   for  the 
support  of  government  for  1834 

109.  Appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for  1834 

110.  For  the  naval  service  for  1834 
159.  For  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river 
164.  For  the  following  objects  to  wit: — purchasing  live 

oak  frames,  for  a  frigate  and  sloop  of  war 
Furnishing  hospitals 
Building  naval  mngazines 
Building  naval  store  ship 
Building  the  small  vessels  of  war 
Repairs  of  marine  barracks 

181.  Appropriations  for  fortifications  for  1834 

182.  For  Indian  annuities  for  1834 
207.  For  the  public  buildings  and  other  purposes 
212.  For  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  for  1835 
238.  For  the  military  academy 
240.  For  light  houses 
246.  For  the  military  service  for  1834 
269.  For  improvement  of  Harbors 
274.  For  a  road  in  Florida,  &c. 
279.        Do.        in  Arkansas 
283.  For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service  for  1834 
303.  For  the  Potomac  bridge 
393.  To  complete  the  improvement  on  Pennsylvania 

avenue 

446.  To  purchase  Washington's  papers 

452.  For  experiments — steani  engines 

480.  For  rebuilding  frigate  Constitution 

486.  Reappropriating  unexpended  balance  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Georgia  militia  claims 

518.  Making  appropriations  for  Harper's  Ferry  armory 

541.  To  carry  into  etfect  Indian  treaties 


^770,880 

129,545 

3,548,072 

70,000 

50,000 

64,000 

24,000 

40,000 

70,000 

8,000 

870,.594 

927,591 

76,500 

1,269,281 

139,000 

200,638 

3,492,763 

702.283 

13,000 

10,000 

2,563,448 

130,000, 

8,000 

25,000 

5,000 

180,000 

37,600 

3,000 

282,100 


Clay  and  Sergeant 328,033 

Wirt  and  Ellmaker 255,873 

Ami- Jackson  (in  Tennessee) 1,436 


585,341 


15,710,295 

SSENATE    BILLS. 

S.  29.  For  certain  roads  in  Michigan  ^58,000 

S.  49.  Road  in  Arkansas  17,000 

S.  75.  Road,  Memphis  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  15,000 

5.  79.  For  the  Cumberland  road  750,000 

6.  97.  Improvement,  W Abash,  held  up  by  the  president  20.000 
S.  203.  For  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Washington  70,000 


^16,640,295 
N.  B.  For  the  different  items  in  each  bill  see  the  corrected 
€opies  of  bills,  accompanying  this  statement. 

Private  bills,  about  $1,000,000 

The  Mercury  has  some  severe  remarks  on  certain  of  these 
appropriations,  and  especially  on  that  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  which,  it  alleges,  the  friends  of  the  president  said  would 
be  vetoed.  It  also  speaks  of  the  approval  of  the  bill  concerning 
4he  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  disapproval  of  the  less 
money  bill  to  improve  that  of  the  Wabash. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  OF  1832. 
From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 
We  have  been  frequently  asked  the  question  what  was  the 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  for  Jackson  in  1832.''  Also 
whether  Van  Buren  had  a  majority  for  vice  president.'  The 
fatter  question  we  have  answered  repeatedly  in  the  negative, 
but  to  the  former  we  have  been  unable  to  reply,  owing  to  the 
returns  from  many  states  being  incomplete.  We  are  at  length 
enabled  to  present  the  following  statement,  which  is  in  the  main 
correct.  It  gives  the  m.ajority  only  in  Missouri,  viz:  5,159  for 
Jackson;  and  the  votes  by  the  people  in  all  the  other  states  ex- 
cept Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  (the  former  of  which  voted 
for  Jackson  and  Van  Bnren,  and  the  latter  for  Floyd  and  Lee), 
will  be  found  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
in  the  minority  at  the  la.^t  election,  as  he  was  in  this  state  when 
he  ran  for  governor  in  1828.  General  Jackson,  it  will  also  be 
observed,  obtained  a  less  majority  by  the  people  in  1832  than  in 
1828,  although  he  received  a  greater  number  of  electoral  votes. 
VOTE  OF  1832. 

Jackson  and  Van  Buren 583,810 

Jackson  and  Barhour 12,722 

Jackson  and  Wilkins 90,983 


687,515 


♦Majority  for  Jackson 102,178 

For  vice  president. 

Barhour 12,722 

Wilkins 90,983 

Serjeant 328,033 

Ellmaker 255,873 

Ami  Jackson  in  Tennessee..,.. 1,436 

689,04T 

For  Van  Buren 583,810 

Majority  against  Van  Buren 105,237 

{}i;^The  preceding  has  brought  to  recollection  some  other 
matters  belonging  to  the  subject  in  general,  which  it  is  pro 
bable  that  we  shall  prepare  and  publish  at  an  early  day — for  a 
better  understanding  of  the  "voice  of  the  people,"  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  constitution.  Ours  is  a  federal  and  not  a  consoli- 
dated government.  The  peop/c,  strictly  speaking,  are  not  really 
represented  in  either  of  its  departments,  legislative  or  executive. 


FREExMASONS. 

Whatever  objection  adhering  masons,  and  others  who 
had  long  retired  from  the  society,  may  have  entertained 
concerning  political  anti-ma.sonary,  and  especially  on 
account  of  the  manner  which  anti-masons  sometimes 
adopted  to  accomplish  their  great  ostensible  object — we 
think  that  there  are  not  many  reflecting  and  still  adher- 
ing masons,  and  none  that  have  retired,  who  will  not 
assent  to  the  fairness  of  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions— and  that  hundreds  may  be  induced 
to  do  all  that  they  can,  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  way,  to 
urge  forward  and  bring  about  the  result  aimed  at. 

When  a  man  is  placed  on  the  support  of  what  he  con- 
siders his  own  just  rights,  he  gathers  up  his  strength  and 
oftentimes  does  things  that  are  repugnant  to  his  private 
wishes,  or  even  personal  convenience.  Thus,  if  one 
person  says  to  another,  you  shall  walk  on  the  shady 
side  of  the  street  when  the  thermometer  is  at  95° — the 
latter  feels  immediately  disposed  to  say  Irvon^i — and  will, 
in  a  spirit  of  independence,  take  the  sunny  side  of  the 
way.  The  principle  of  this  proceeding  needs  no  illustra- 
tion; for.  in  claiming  the  right  of  action,  in  many  re- 
spects, very  prudent  persons  may  place  themselves  in 
an  attitude  of  resistance  to  wholesome  recommendations, 
if  assuming  the  shape  of  dictations,  under  penalties  threat- 
ened for  non-compliance.  We  have  nothing  to  say  against 
this  rule  of  action,  in  such  cases — but  we  think  that  every 
person  is  bound  to  yield  up  his  speculative  opinions,  if 
offensive  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives — his  right 
to  hold  them  being  unquestioned.  And  this,  indeed,  is  in 
strict  correspondence  with  the  familiar  and  daily  acts  of 
a  large  majority  of  persons — in  dress,  manners  and  ha- 
bits. 

MASONIC    MEETING    IN    WORCESTER    COUNTY,   MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a  meeting  of  freemasons  from  all  parts  of  the  county  of 
Worcester,  assembled  at  Worcester  on  the  18th  day  of  August, 
1834,  hon.  Aaron  Tufts,  of  Dudley,  was  elected  chairman,  and 
John  G.  Thurston,  of  Lancaster,  secretary.  The  views  and 
opinions  of  those  present,  on  the  present  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution having  been  freely  expressed,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  William  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  hon.  Joseph 
Bowman,  of  New  Braintree,  hon.  William  S.  Hastings,  of  Men- 
don,  Linus  Child,  esq.  of  Southbridge  and  hon.  Charles  Russell, 
of  Princeton,  to  report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
meeting.  The  following  resolutions  having  been  fully  consider- 
ed, were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  under  existing  circumstances,  we  believe  it 
has  become  a  duty,  which  freemasons  owe  as  well  to  the  public 
as  themselves,  frankly  to  declare  their  views  of  the  masonic 
institution,  and  of  its  present  condition. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  masonic  institution  waa 
originally  established  for  benevolent  and  good  purposes — that  in 
its  practical  operation,  in  this  commonwealth,  we  have  known 
nothing  conflicting  with  moral,  social  or  civil  duty — that  here  it 
has  been  of  honorable  character  and  charitable  tendency — em- 
bracing among  its  members  many  virtuous  and  pure  men,  and 
patriotic  and  worthy  citizens — and  that  masons  can  never  divest 

*The  electoral  vote  of  1828  was — 

For  Jackson 650.943 

Adams 511,475 


Majority 139,468 

Do.      in  1839 102,173 

Decrease  of  majority 37,805 
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themselves  of  self-respect,  nor  consent  that  others  should  de- 
prive tlitin  of  civil  rights,  by  reason  of  their  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  institution. 

Resolved,  Tliat  in  tiie  changes  and  improvements  of  society, 
we  believe  the  masonic  institution  lias  now  become  unneces- 
sary; and  while  social,  charitable  and  benevolent  objects  can  he 
t-ffectuully  accomplished  in  other  modes  more  congenial  with 
public  seniiment,  we  consider  it  no  longer  useful  nor  expedient 
to  sustain  its  organization,  at  the  expense  of  the  peace  and  liar- 
HKiiiy  of  society. 

Revolved,  That  respectful  regard  to  public  opinion,  to  the  sen- 
linieiits  of  tiiat  great  portion  of  the  community  unconnected 
wiih  the  institution  or  with  its  assailants,  to  the  spirit  of  recent 
legiskilive  enactments,  and  to  the  tranquillity  of  society,  re- 
quires that  the  institution  should  now  be  voluntarily  dissolved 
by  its  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  institution  may  now  be  relinquished  by 
the  free  and  voluntary  act  and  common  consent  of  its  members 
without  sacrifice  of  honor  or  integrity. 

Resolved,  That  und«r  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  ma 
sonic  institution,  we  deem  it  a  civil  duty,  which  we  have  al- 
ways regarded  as  paramount  to  all  masonic  obligations,  to  en- 
deavor to  effect  the  entire  extinction  of  tliat  institution  by  vo- 
luntary and  general  relinquishment. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  grand  lodge  of 
Massachusetts  having  been  surrendered — an  act  of  the  legislature 
having  declared  any  unjuitliorised  oath  or  obligation  unlawful — 
the  meetings  of  most  of  the  lodges  In  the  state  having  been  sus- 
pended, and  their  charters  sriffered  to  expire  by  their  own  limi 
tation,  and  masons  in  different  parts  of  the  commonwealth  hav- 
ing generally  long  since  ceased  to  act  as  such,  we  believe  their 
views  in  regard  to  the  masonic  institution  are  in  accordance 
with  our  own.  And  appealing  to  their  candor  and  sober  judg- 
arnent  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  these  opinions,  we  do  re- 
spectfully, but  earnestly,  invite  other  masotis  to  make  such  ex- 
pression of  their  views  as  shall  leave  the  community  no  occu 
sion  longer  to  doubt  oji  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  chairman  and 
secretary,  be,  communicated  to  otlier  masons,  and  to  the  editors 
of  newspapers  in  tlic  county  for  publication 

AARON  TUFTS,  chairman. 

John  G.  Thurston,  secretary, 

Those  proceedings  must  have  a  Y^ov.'erful  effect  in  the 
eastern  states,  for  the  recoramendations  will  he  generally 
atlopted,  unless  hy  those  who  would  keep  up  or  renew 
the  "excitement"  under  influences  that  masonry  has 
always  iield  one  of  its  strongest  protests  against.  It  has 
heen  stated  that  ibur-tifths  or  seven-eighths  of  the  lodges 
and  chapters  in  New  York  have  heen  closed,  and  we  he- 
lieve  that  the  society  is  in  a  rapid  state  of  decline  in  se- 
veral other  states,  as  having  become  unnecessary,  as  well 
as  inexpedient,  if  ever  indeed  it  was  generally  useful,  or 
fitted  to  the  present  improved  state  of  society,  which 
teaches  us  to  regard  every  worthy  man  as  a  brother. 

We  have  had  good  opportunities  of  knowing  the  truth 
on  the  sulyect,  (whether  in  secret  movements  or  public 
proceedings),  and  feel  it  right  on  this  occasion  decidedly 
to  say — that  no  solitary  case  ever  came  under  our  ob- 
servation in  which  masonry  entered  the  ballot-box,  un- 
less remotely,  or  on  the  safne  principles  l)y  which  all 
men  are  governed  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  We 
prefer  certain  persons  as  our  tailors,  shoe-makers,  hat- 
ters, &c.  because  we  are  personally  acquainted  with 
them,  and  they  have  served,  or  will  serve  us,  (is  ivell  and 
us  reasonably,  as  other  persons  can  or  will  do,  and  so  it 
is  among  all  sets  or  parties,  religious  or  social — and  fur- 
ther than  on  these  simple  elements,  we  liave  no  personal 
knowledge  or  reason  to  believe,  tliat  masonry  has  inter- 
ferred  in  preferences  to  public  places  of  honor  or  ])rofit, 
in  any  manner  whatsoever.  We  spcakonly  for  ourselves, 
and  have  reference  to  our  own  experience,  only. 
— ».»+e  ©  (&«♦<•— 

MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

PhUadel],hia,  9th  July,  1834. 

Sir:  The  certified  copy  of  the  act  relative  to  the  gold  coins 
of  the  United  States,  forwarded  with  your  letter  of  the  7thj  has 
been  received. 

In  regard  to  your  suggestion  of  affixing  to  the  gold  coinage, 
nfter  the  3lst  inst.  the  date  of  the  month,  to  designate  the  new 
coins  frnui  others  nf  the  current  year,  I  have  respectfully  to  ob- 
serve, that  for  the  puiposi!  of  such  dcsigiialion,  the  engraver 
has  been  directed  to  execute  new  dies,  in  vvhicii  two  improve- 
ments, coiitemiiliUed  for  some  years  past,  shall  be  introdiici d: 
one  is,  the  omission  of  tlie  words  "e  pluribus  unum"  on  Uip  re- 
versi';  the  other  is,  the  substitution  of  a  new  head  of  liliciiy 
without  the  dress  cap — the  hair  being  only  restrained  by  the 
cincture  bearing  the  inscription  "Liberty." 

The  cap  has  by  many  heen  regarded  as  intended  for  the  clas- 
sic cap  of  liberty,  and  under  this  idea  has  received  lavor,  as 
proper  to  be  retained,  even  with  some  who  have  not  been  in- 
sensible that  it  impaired  the  beauty  of  the  coin.     I  have,  how- 


ever, to  remark,  that  the  cap  on  our  coins  was  not  designed  aS 
the  liberty  cap.  It  was  not  introduced  on  the  silver  coins  until 
about  the  year  1806,  and  was  then  copied  from  what  was  con- 
sidered a  handsome  specimen  of  the  female  head  dress  of  that 
day.  On  the  gold  coins  a  cap  had  been  introduced  from  the 
first,  which  has  certainly  some  resemblance  to  the  usual  form 
of  the  cap  of  liberty.  I  am,  however,  satisfied,  from  several 
considerations,  and  indeed  have  the  direct  assurance  of  Mr. 
Eckfeidt,  the  chief  coiner,  who  has  been  familiar  with  the 
vvliole  subject  from  the  first,  that  it  was  not  so  intended.  When 
a  cap  was  introduced,  as  before  stated,  on  the  silver  coin,  that 
on  the  gold  was  conformed  thereto. 

It  is  wholly  at  variance  with  classic  authority  to  place  the  pi- 
lous, or  liberty  cap,  on  the  head  of  the  figure  representing  liber- 
ty. When  it  is  introduced  in  statuary,  or  on  a  medal,  or  a 
coin,  it  is  found  borne  by  liberty  herself  on  a  wand,  or  in  her 
hand,  or  appears  at  her  feet,  and  indicates  her  as  the  beneficial 
being  through  whose  influence  the  blessings  of  freedom  are  con- 
ferred on  others;  and  such  a  cap,  placed  on  a  freed-man,  we 
know  from  the  lloman  annals,  was  the  insignium  of  his  free- 
dom. 

This  view  of  classic  propriety  was,  no  doubt,  very  familiar  to 
those  under  whose  authority  the  first  coinage  of  the  United 
Slates  commenced.  The  early  copper  coins  bear  the  cap  of 
liberty,  but  never  on  the  head  of  the  figure.  The  coinage  of 
France  of  that  period,  presents  also  various  pertinent  examples 
in  point. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  further  to  remark,  that  soon  after  my 
appointment  to  the  charge  of  the  mint,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  at  the  commencement  of  the  mint  was  a  member 
of  the  government,  then  resident  in  this  city,  an  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  tiie  authority  on  which  the  devices  on  our  coins  had 
been  originally  adopted, and  particularly  presented  the  question 
as  regards  the  cap  on  the  head  of  liberty.  His  recollection,  he 
informed  me  did  not  reach  the  subject,  and  no  notes  had  been 
preserved  in  regard  to  it;  but  he  was  direct  and  explicit  as  to 
the  unfitness  of  placing  the  pileus  or  cap  of  liberty  on  the  head 
of  the  figure — adding,  "for  we  are  not  emancipated  slaves." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

SAMUEL  MOORE. 

Han.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  nieet  viitli  the  following  in  a  scrap  lying  on  our  table, but 
from  whence  derived  we  cannot  say.  It  is  applicable  to  the 
matters  stated  or  suggested  by  the  director  of  the  mint — 

"The  right  of  covering  the  head  was  in  early  times  a  mark  of 
liberty.  Slaves  always  went  bare  headed,  and  one  of  the  cere- 
monies of  emancipation  was  the  placiiiir  the  cop  on  the  head  by 
the  former  master.  Thus  t!ie  cap  became  the  symbol  of  liberty , 
and  has  played  a  part  in  many  revolutions.  The  Swiss  owe 
their  liberty  to  the  hat  which  Geslei  ordered  to  be  saluted  as  a 
mark  of  submission.  The  arms  of  the  united  Swiss  cantons 
have  a  round  hat  for  a  crest.  The  cap  was  also  used  in  France 
as  a  symbol  of  liberty  at  the  beginning  of  the  revoluiiuu  in 
1789." 

SUPPRESSED  SPEECH  OF  MR.  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

It  will  be  recollected,  and  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  our 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that 
Mr.  Jidams  made  four  attempts  to  get  a  hearing  for  the  legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts,  by  whom  certain  resolutions  on  the  slate 
of  the  currency  and  the  removal  of  the  public  money,  had  been 
passed;  and  that,  on  the  4th  of  April,  when  a  seemingly  fair  op- 
portunity presented  itself  for  delivering  his  opinions  in  support 
of  these  resolutions,  the  jn-cOTous  5ues<io7i  was  called,  as  if  by 
previous  arrangement;  and,  that  being  carried,  he  resorted  to 
the  press  to  make  piiiilic  those  remarks  which  it  was  his  inteu- 
tion  to  address  to  t!ie  house. 

This  suppressed  speech  has  been  widely  circulated.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  powerful  articles  that  ever  came  from  the 
strong  pen  of  Mr.  Adams,  who,  it  is  adinilled,  holds  one  of  the 
most  powerful,  as  well  as  the  sharpest  pens  in  the  world,  as  the 
public  records  and  his  private  correspondence  certainly  show. 
The  whole  is  too  long  fiir  insertion  at  once,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
make  the  selection  of  an  extract — but  we  have  preferred  for  the 
present,  his  remarks  on  the  <'harges  of  corruption  so  liberally  be- 
stowed on  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  friends  of  that 
institution,  and  yet  so  foolishly  or  wickedly  persevered  in;  fool- 
ishly, because  the  enemies  of  the  bank  impeach  their  own  par- 
ty in  the  imputed  corruption — and  wickedly,  (or  we  must  needs 
believe  that  those  who  made  such  charges  have  no  manner  of 
belief  in  the  truth  of  them,  a  few  solitary  and  important  cases, 
perhaps,  [and  only  •perhaps,']  excepted. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Adams''  suppressed  speech. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  follow  the  track  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  inquire  what  has  been  the  cost  of  this  contested 
(rdection  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  tells  you,  that  the  sum  of  $60,000,  spent  in  the  space 
(W  four  years  upon  electioneering  iiamplilets  by  the  bank,  is  suf- 
ficient ly  startling.  iSf«r</iHg,  ]Mr.  Speaker,  is  an  emotion,  and 
not  a  calculation;  the  word  is  sensitive,  and  not  meditative;  it 
indicates  passion,  and  not  reflection,  it  is  not  the  word  or  the 
thing  best  adapted  to  the  op<  rations  of  a  financier.  Calculation 
is  always  cool.  Let  us  keeji  ourselves  cool,  and  compare  ac- 
counts. The  bank  in  the  course  of  four  years  have  spent 
4'G0,000  in  prinr.iiig  and  paper,  they  say  in  self  defence;  the  pre- 
snlent  of  the  United  States  says,  in  electioneering  against  him, 
and  for  a  rucharier  to  theinsclvGS.    This  money  was  the  pro- 
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perty  of  llie  stockliolders,  and  onc-tiCUi  iiart  of  it,  ^^^'12,000,  be-  l 
!oii<;ed  to  tlie  people  of  llie  Uiiiti-d  St;tU;s.  Hir,  the  |)eople  of 
the  UiiiKd  States  own  7U,0U0  shares  of  llie  slock  of  this  hank. 
When  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  (hiclared  war  against 
the  institution,  every  one  of  those  shares  was  wortli  one  Imn- 
dred  and  thirty  dollars.  What  are  tliey  worth  now?  At  tiie 
utniost,  one  hundred  and  live  dollars  a  share.  Compare  the 
prices  current  of  the  two  periods,  and  you  will  find  that  every 
t^liare  of  bank  stoek  owned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
lias  lost  twenty-live  dollars  of  its  value  lo  them  by  this  elec- 
tioneering of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
bank,  and  for  himself.  Twenty-five  dollars  a  share  upon  se- 
venty thousand  shares  is  one  million  seven  hundred  and  filty 
. thousand  dollars — and  this  is  the  sum  which  the  president  of 
the  United  States  has  levied  upon  the  people,  by  his  election- 
eering against  the  bank  and  for  himself. 

Thus,  then,  stand  the  comparative  accounts.  The  banks 
have  cost  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  in  electioneering 
against  the  president,  and  for  themselves,  twelve  thousand 
dollars.  The  president  has  cost  the  people  in  electioneering 
against  the  bank,  and  for  himself,  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  And  in  this  same  contest  of  elec 
tioneering,  while  the  banks  have  exp-"nded  ^48,000  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  other  stockholders,  the  president  of  the  United  States 
has  taxed  them  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 
Eight  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  is  the 
sum  levied  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  upon  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  for  his  electioneering,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  tells  us  that  $60,000  expended  in  the  same  contest 
l»y  the  bank  is  sufficiently  starlling. 

There  is,  indeed,  this  difference  between  the  sixty  thousand 
dollars  rnon(!y  of  tlie  stockholders  expended  in  this  contest  by 
the  bank,  and  the  eight  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
f^and  dollars  of  the  same  money  levied  in  the  same  contest  by 
the  president.  With  the  sixty  thousatid  dollars,  industry  was 
♦iinployed,  and  for  them  an  equivalent  was  received.  Informa- 
iion  was  circulated  among  the  peoplo  upon  subjects  deeply 
affecting  their  own  interests,  and  the  materials  were  supplied 
for  making  up  a  correct  public  opinion.  But  the  eight  millions 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  tax  levied  upon  the 
sitockholders  of  the  bank  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
ill  electioneering  for  himself,  are  so  much  property  destroyed. 
They  are  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  nation  consumed 
as  by  fire;  no  information  has  been  communicated  by  their  de- 
jstruction  to  the  people;  no  industry  has  been  employed;  no 
equivalent  for  the  loss  received.  Far  otherwise.  If  there  be  a 
widow  or  an  orphan  whose  dower  or  whose  inheritance  con- 
sisted often  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  a  tax  of  twenty  five 
dollars  upon  each  and  every  one  of  those  shares  htis  been  levied 
upon  that  widow  or  orphan,  as  contributions  to  his  re-election. 
So  much  of  tlieir  property  has  been  taken  away  from  them,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  but  to  be  destroyed.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of  January,  1832, 
was  worth  in  the  market  at  least  forty-five  million?  of  dollars, 
and  every  stockholder  in  that  institution  might  have  paid  his 
debts  or  purchased  lands  witli  his  stock,  at  an  advance  of  thirty 
per  cent.  To  pay  debts  or  to  purchase  lands  at  tiiis  day,  the 
same  stock  may  be  applied  at  an  advance  of  two,  three,  or  at 
fnost  four  per  cent.  The  difference  is  the  tax  levied  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  his  re-election,  and  his  warfare 
against  the  bank.  Not  spent  in  prijiting  and  circulating  pam- 
phlets, and  propitiating  printers,  but  nullified,  destroyed;  sunk 
an  depreciation,  without  benefit  to  any  human  being. 

Thus  then,  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  re- 
moving the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
nnd  its  branches,  are  insufficient.  They  are  insufficient  even 
for  ordering  and  directing  otherwise  than  that  the  deposites 
should  i»e  mads  there,  which  was  the  whole  extent  of  his  lawful 
authority.  They  are  worse  than  insufficient  for  removing  from 
them  funds  wliich  had  been  already  deposited  there,  for  which 
he  had  no  lawiul  authority,  and  which  was  usurpation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  believe  tliese  char<ies  of  dishonesty  and  cor- 
siiplion  equally  ungenerous  and  unjust.  They  are  ungenerous, 
hecnii^e  they  are  mads  under  the  protection  of  official  station, 
auaiiist  private  citizens,  in  a  manner  .which  deprives  them  of 
the  means  of  defendin<»  themselves  and  viiidicatinsr  their  cha- 
lacters.  They  are  niiJM>t,  because  made,  not  in  the  candid, 
Ojieii  and  explirit  forms  uliieh  ought  to  mark  all  official  denun- 
ciations against  nniivi(hi;i!s.  but  in  a  mariner  consciously  eva- 
sive and  distrustful  of  itself,  and  because  they  are  untrue. 

I  say  they  are  made  un  ler  the  protection  of  official  station 
against  private  citizens;  for,  sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
president  and  stock  directors  of  the  bank  (Jf  the  United  States 
are  not  othcers  of  the  government.  They  are  neither  appoint 
pd  nor  removable  by  the  president  of  tiie  United  States.  The 
United  States  hold  seven  millions  of  dollars  of  the  stock.  The 
president  and  senate  appoint  five  out  of  the  twenty-five  cii- 
rectois,  and  the  charter  contains  sundry  provisions  for  inakiim 
the  bank  the  agent  of  the  government  for  the  p<!rformance  of 
ttrtain  duties  and  services.  Rut  tiie  president  and  stock  di- 
rectors are  privat(?  citizens,  entitled  to  the  eiijoynt'nt  of  a!!  tJip 
rights  ofotljer  private  citizens.  The  nianau(Mn<oil  of  th<;  aifiirs 
nf  the  bank  is  intrusted  to  them,  to^'eiher  with  the  sovernrnent 
directors,  under  the  general  law  of  corporations,  of  acting  by 
majorities,  and  so  long  as  they  keep  within  the  pile  of  action 
jvarranted  by  the  Jaws  of  the  land,  a  charge  of  dishonests  or 
corruption  against  them,  uttered  by  the  president  of  the  United 
^iates,  or  the  Bccrtlary  of  the  treasury,  is  neither  more  uor  less 


than  slander,  (Jinitted  under  the  protection  of  official  station 
agaiiisl  private  citizens.  This  is  both  uimenerous  and  unjust. 
It  is  an  aliuse  of  the  shelter  of  official  station  to  circulate  ca- 
lumny with  impunity. 

Uliserve,  too,  that  those  charges,  deeply  as  they  affect  the 
character  of  private  individuals,  are  nevei  made  directly  against 
them  by  name.  Nol  it  is  i/ie /;a7i/c,  that  i.- the  monster — the  mo- 
neyed aristocracy — the  manimoth  corjioraiion — that  is  the  sink 
ol  coirupliori,  the  purse  proud  tyrant,  cnri opt  itself,  and  [irac- 
lisini;  corruption  upon  the  wlioh-  people!  And  to  what  an  odi- 
ous <;xtent  have  these  charges  l)(;en  carri(!d!  Have  you  your- 
self, Mr.  Speaker,  been  exempted  from  the  geiieial  imputed 
contamination.''  Dtuply  as  you  may  have  bi;en  dipped  in  lliij 
Stygian  waters  of  Jacksonism,  are  you  yet  not  vulnerable  at 
the  heel.''  Has  it  not  been  aiven  as  a  reason  for  removing  ihe 
deposites  only  sixty  days  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  that, 
if  the  last  congress  had  bet;n  in  session  but  one  week  longer, 
the  hank  would  have  corrupted  two  thirds  of  the  members  of 
both  houses,  and  purchased  Ji  recharter  bi^yoiid  the  reach  of  a 
veto?  And  were  not  we  ourselves — was  not  tliis  present  con- 
gress held  accessible  to  the  same  corruption,  in  advance?  Was 
not  this  formally  assigned  a:*-tlie  reason  for  withdrawing  the  de- 
posites without  waiiiiiir  for  oiir  meeting?  And  is  not  this  infa- 
mous imputation  authenticated  beyond  all  daring  of  denial?  In- 
famous, I  say,  to  us,  to  the  people  who  chose  us  as  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  the  president  and  stock  directors  of  the  bank, 
if  true;  infamous,  if  not  true,  in  him  who  uttered  it. 

Now,  sir,  to  f-et  you  and  all  the  members  of  both  houses  of 
the  last  and  the  present  congress  aside,  and,  I  say,  strip  the 
president  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  their  otfittial  sta- 
tions, and  neither  of  them  would  dare  to  say  to  or  of  Nicholas 
Diddle,  in  the  presence  of  credible  witnesses,  that  he  was  a  dis- 
honest or  corrupt  man;  and  what  I  say  of  Nicholas  Biddle,  I  say 
of  Richard  Willing,  of  Manual  Eyre,  of  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  of 
Ambrose  White,  of  John  Siiri;eant,  of  James  C.  Fisher,  of 
Joshua  Lippincott,  of  Charles  Chauncey,  of  Matthew  Newkirk, 
of  Lawrence  Lewis  and  of  John  Holmes.  These  were  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  who  published  their  defence  against  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  president's  cabinet  rcscrrj?/ of  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember last.  Now,  I  repeal,  strip  Andrew  Jackson  and  Roger 
B.  Taney  of  the  little  brief  authority  which  invests  them  with 
the  privilege  of  slandering  their  fellow  citizens  with  impunity, 
and  neither  of  them  would  dare  to  charge  any  one  of  those 
men  whom  I  have  named,  neither  before  their  faces,  or  any 
where  in  the  presence  of  credible,  impartial  witnesses,  with 
dishonesty  or  corruption,  either  in  general  terms  or  by  any  one 
specification.  Neillier  of  them  would  dare  go  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  there  in  any  possible  manner  avow  a  charge 
against  any  one  of  those  men,  which  could  make  up  an  issne 
for  a  test  of  character  by  a  verdict  of  their  p(  ers.  It  may  in- 
deed, be  a  question,  whetlier  even  a  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  secretary  of  the  treasury,  does  possess  the  right  of 
pouring  forth  sland(;rs  upon  private  individuals,  wholly  without 
responsibility  to  the  laws  protective  of  character.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  under  color  of  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  those  high  dignitaries  to  blast  tlie  reputation  of 
individuals  by  groundless  imputations  for  which  the  injured 
party  would  in  vain  seek  reparation  or  indemnity  from  the 
laws  of  his  country.  But  even  this  odious  privilege  has  its 
limits.  Neither  a  secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor  a  president  of 
the  United  States,  is  wholly  above  the  law.  No  one  wilt  deny 
that  both  those  officers  are,  as  individuals,  liable  to  action  or 
indictment  for  slanders,  like  others,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
full  consciousness  of  this,  in  the  undevi  tfina  uniformity  with 
which  they  point  their  official  defamation  at  the  5a?3/c,  instead 
of  direclina  their  charges,  as  fair  and  honorable  adversaries 
ought  to  do,  at  the  president  and  stock  directors  of  the  bankj 
the  real  objects  of  their  accusations. 

When  the  president  of  the  United  States  said,  that  if  the  last 
congress  had  continued  in  session  one  week  longer,  the  bank 
would  by  corrupt  means  have  procured  a  recharter  by  majo- 
rities of  two  thirds,  in  both  houses  of  congress,  to  what  portion 
of  the  members  of  boih  houses  did  this  honorable  testimonial 
of  his  confidence  specially  apply? 

At  the  precedinsr  session  of  the  same  congress  a  bill  to  re- 
charter the  bank  had  passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  28  to  20. 
It  hnd  [lassed  in  the  house  by  a  vote  of  107  to  8.5,  and  this  was 
immediately  after  an  invesligation  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
by  a  cnniinittee  of  the  house,  who  went  to  Philadelphia  for  that 
express  purpose,  and  every  ineiiiher  of  that  committee  is  also  a 
menihi'r  of  this  iiouse.  Of  the  107  members  of  tiie  house  who 
voted  for  that  reciinrter,  .^O  are  members  of  this  house;  of  the  85 
menihers  who  voted  aaaiiist  it,  41  are  members  of  the  present 
house;  and  there  is  in  this  proportion  on  both  sides,  a  coinci- 
dence so  remarkable  that  I  cannot  help  inviting  to  it  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  It  has  been  assumed  by  the  president  of 
Ihe  United  States,  and  repeated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  by  the  report  ofllie  committee  of  ways  and  means,  that  the 
re-election  of  tiie  president,  after  his  veto  upon  tliis  very  bill  to 
rerharter  the  bank,  is  of  il-clf  equivalent  to  a  verilicM  oCihe  peo- 
]iJe  aaaiiist  the  hank.  Mr.  Speaker,  [  shall  not  inquire  what 
sort  of  an  estimate  thi*  iiosition  supposes  the  people  to  have 
formed  of  all  the  other  measures  of  a  four  year's  administration. 
It  seems  to  me  an  admission,  that  in  all  the  rest  of  his  mea- 
sures the  people  saw  and  felt  nothiiii;,  w  hicli  could  have  secur- 
ed to  him  his  re-election,  but  that  this  crnshina  of  the  monster 
was  not  only  meritorious  in  itself,  but  sufficient  to  outweigh  a 
mass  of  demerit  in  the  whole  system  of  the  administration  be- 
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sides,  which  would  have  forfeited  ihe  claim  to  that  approbation 
of  the  people  of  which  the  result  of  the  election  was  the  test. 
Sir,  if  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  willing  that  his  re- 
putation as  a  statesman  at  the  head  of  this  union,  should  go 
down  upon  the  records  of  this  age  to  the  admiration  of  after 
times,  on  the  single  and  solitary  foundation  of  his  having  de- 
stroyed the  bank  of  United  Slaiep,  I  can  have  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  his  being  gratified.  He  will  suffer  no  injustice  by 
having  that  measure  applied  to  his  foot  as  the  standard,  and 
then  inferring  from  that  the  whole  man.  '^Expede  Herculem,^^ 
all  the  rest  will  be  perfectly  congenial  with  ii;  and  such  I  have 
no  doubt  will  be  the  judgment  of  posterity.  But,  sir.  if  his  re- 
election can,  with  any  pretence  of  reason,  be  considered  as  an 
evidence  of  the  sentence  of  condemnation  by  the  people  against 
the  bank,  then  I  say  that  the  re-election  of  the  members  of  the 
house,  who  voted  for  and  against  that  bill  to  recharter  the  bank, 
is  evidence  far  more  conclusive  and  unequivocal  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  with  regard  to  the  bank  and  the  recharter, 
than  the  presidential  election  was  or  could  be.  Now,  sir,  every 
member  of  this  house  who  voted  for  or  against  that  bill  to  re- 
charter the  bank,  has  passed  through  that  ordeal  of  re-election 
since  he  gave  that  vote;  and  it  so  happens  that  the  proportion 
of  re-elected  members  of  those  who  voted  for  and  against  the 
recharter,  is  precisely  the  same.  One  member  of  the  house 
who  voted  for  the  recharter,  Philip  Doddrige,  of  Virginia,  we 
soon  after  followed  in  melancholy  procession  to  the  grave;  and 
sure  [  am  that  there  is  not  a  Virginian  heart  who  hears  me,  but 
will  respond  to  me  when  I  say,  that  his  vote  was  no  feeble  tes- 
timonial of  the  purity  of  purpose  with  which  every  vote  was 
given  on  that  occasion,  which  now  stands  recorded  in  associa- 
tion with  his.  Had  he  lived  and  consented  to  serve,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  he  would  still  have  been  one  of  us.  There 
would  then  have  been  51  re-elected  members  of  107  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  the  recharter;  there  are  41  of  85  who  voted 
against  it;  and  as  41  is  to  85  so  is  51  to  107.  Sir,  the  doctrine  of 
chances,  and  all  the  other  elements  which  are  mingled  up  in 
the  process  of  electioneering  throughout  this  whole  union,  has 
not  produced  a  variation  from  the  proportion,  to  the  amount  of 
a  single  man;  and  what  is  the  inference  that  I  draw  from  this 
curious  and  extraordinary  arithmetical  demonstration?  Why, 
sir,  that  all  the  members  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  those 
who  voted  for,  and  those  who  voted  against  the  recharter,  faith- 
fully represented  the  sentimentsof  their  respective  constituents; 
and  this  result,  so  uniform,  of  the  elections  to  this  house  through- 
out the  whole  union,  is  of  itself  an  honorable  vindication  of  the 
integrity  of  its  members,  from  the  baseness  imputed  to  them  by 
the  chief  executive  magistrate. 

This  vindication,  it  must  also  be  observed,  is  more  necessary 
to  that  portion  of  the  members  of  the  house  who  voted  against 
the  recharter,  and  were  the  devoted  friends  of  the  president  and 
his  administration,  than  to  the  rest.  It  was  from  the  85  mem- 
bers who  voted  against  the  recharter  that  the  recruits  of  cor- 
ruption must  have  been  levied,  to  constitute  with  the  107  who 
had  already  voted  for  the  recharter,  that  majority  of  two-thirds 
which  could  have  effected  the  recharter  in  defiance  of  the  veto. 
Of  the  85  names  which  stand  thus  recorded,  21  must  have 
changed  their  votes  from  the  negative  to  the  affirmative  before 
the  recharter  could  have  been  accomplished  by  a  majority  of 
two-thirds;  and  this  is  what  the  president  of  the  United  States 
considered  not  only  as  practicable,  but  as  certain  to  have  been 
efTected,  by  corrupt  means,  if  the  last  session  of  congress  had 
continued  one  week  longer.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  believe 
there  was  one  member  of  the  last  congress  who  voted  against 
the  rechartering  of  the  bank  who  could  have  been  induced  to 
change  his  vote  by  corrupt  means,  had  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  been  base  enough  to  attempt  the  use  of  them. 
I  believe  this  imputation  to  have  been  as  unjust  as  it  was  dis- 
honorable to  both  the  parties  implicated  in  it.  That  it  was 
cruelly  ungenerous  towards  the  friends  of  the  administration  in 
this  house  is  my  deliberate  opinion;  and,  as  I  am  well  assured, 
there  was  not  one  of  them  justly  obnoxious  to  the  suspicion,  so 
there  is  no  one  of  them  who  can  be  considered  exempted  from 
it.  And  now,  when  we  reflect  that  this  defamatory  and  dis- 
graceful suspicion,  harbored  or  professed  against  his  own 
friends,  supporters  and  adherents,  was  the  real  and  efficient 
cause,  (to  call  it  a  reason  would  be  to  shame  the  term),  but  that 
it  was  the  real  motive  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  during 
the  recess  of  congress,  and  only  two  months  before  its  meeting, 
what  can  we  do  but  hide  our  heads  for  shamel  Sir,  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  president  of  the  United  States — a  duty  as  sacred 
as  that  to  which  he  is  bound  by  his  official  oath,  is  that  of  main- 
taining unsullied  the  honor  of  his  country.  But  how  could  the 
president  of  the  United  States  assert  in  the  presence  of  any  fo- 
reigner a  claim  to  honorable  principle  or  moral  virtue,  as  attri- 
butes belonging  to  his  countrymen,  when  he  is  himself  the  first 
to  cast  the  indelible  stigma  upon  them.  '^Vale,  venalis  civitas, 
max  peritura,  si  emptorem  invenias,^'  was  the  prophetic  curse 
of  Jugurtha  upon  Rome,  in  the  days  of  her  deep  corruption.  If 
the  imputations  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  upon  his 
own  partisans  and  supporters  were  true,  our  country  would  al- 
ready have  found  a  purchaser. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  reason  thus  assigned  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Duane,  for 
removing  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
before  the  meeting  of  congress,  is  not  among  those  which  his 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Taney,  has  assigned  to  congress 
after  their  meeting.  That  it  was  the  true  and  efficient  cause  of 
that  removal  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  positive  testimony  of 


Mr.  Duane,  in  his  third  letter  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
but  from  the  utter  futility  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Taney. 
There  is  an  evidence  in  facts  themst-lves,  and  in  the  characters 
of  men,  which  authenticates  testimony  beyond  the  reach  of  de- 
nial. Mr.  Duane  stales  that  after  Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  on 
the  very  day  when  he,  Mr.  Duane,  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  had  communicated  to  him  the  deter- 
mination of  the  president  to  cause  the  public  deposites  to  be 
removed  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  the  president  himself, 
the  second  day  after,  confirmed  the  information,  and  said  "that 
the  matter  under  consideration  was  of  vast  consequence  to  the 
country;  that,  unless  the  bank  was  broken  down,  it  would 
break  us  down;  that  if  the  last  congress  had  remained  a  week 
longer  in  session,  two-thirds  would  have  been  secured  for  the 
bank  by  corrupt  means,  and  that  the  like  result  might  be  appre- 
hended the  next  congress;  that  such  a  slate  bank  agency  must 
be  put  in  operation  before  the  meeting  of  congress  as'would 
show  that  the  United  States  bank  was  not  necessary;  and  thus 
some  members  would  have  no  excuse  for  voting  for  it." 

"My  suggestions  (adds  Mr.  Duane)  as  to  an  inquiry  by  con- 
gress, as  in  December,  1832,  or  a  recourse  to  the  judiciary,  the 
president  repelled,  saying  it  would  be  idle  to  rely  upon  either; 
referring,  as  to  the  judiciary,  to  the  decisions  already  made,  as 
indications  of  what  would  be  the  effect  of  an  appeal  to  them  in 
future." 

These,  then,  were  the  effective  reasons  of  the  president  for 
requiring  the  removal  of  the  deposites  before  the  meeting  of  con- 
gress. The  corruptibility  of  the  congress  itself,  and  the  fore- 
gone decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States — the 
legislative  and  judicial  authorities  were  alike  despised  and  de- 
graded. The  executive  ivill  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  both. 
These  reasons  had  already  been  urged  without  success  upon 
one  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Louis  McLane;  he  had  been  pro- 
moted out  of  office,  and  they  were  now  pressed  upon  the  judg- 
ment and  pliability  of  another.  He,  too,  was  found  refractory, 
and  displaced.  A  third,  more  accommodating,  was  found  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Taney.  To  him  the  reasons  of  the  president 
were  all-sufficient, and  he  adopted  them  without  reserve.  They 
were  all  summed  up  in  one — 

"Sic  volo,  sic  juheo,  stet  pro  ratione  voluntas.^' 

TENNESSEE  CONVENTION*   AND  THE  PRESIDENT. 
From  the  Nashville  Banner. 

The  members  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  as- 
sembled in  the  town  of  Nashville,  met  in  pursuance  to  notice 
given,  in  their  hall,  on  Wednesday,  the  23d  day  of  July,  1834. 
The  hon.  Willie  Blount,  ex-governor  of  the  slate,  being  called 
to  the  chair,  col.  W.  K.  Hill,  was  appointed  secretary;  and  the 
object  of  the  meeting  being  made  known  by  colonel  Allen,  of 
Smith,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  sudmitted  by 
him: — 

Whereas,  the  members  of  this  convention  have  heard  with 
pleasure,  that  their  fellow  citizen,  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  is  expected  soon  to  arrive  at  the  Hermitage  on  a  visit  to 
his  family  and  friends;  and  whereas,  the  organized  and  syste- 
matic attempts  which  have  been  lately  made,  to  degrade  his 
character  and  destroy  the  usefulness  of  his  administration,  have 
been  well  calculated  to  render  the  high  station  to  which  he  has 
been  twice  called  by  the  American  people,  one  of  peculiar  and 
painful  anxiety  to  his  friends,  and  one  of  no  ordinary  responsi- 
bility to  himself:  And  whereas,  the  people  of  Tennessee  on  this, 
as  on  all  other  occasions  of  his  eventful  and  patriotic  life,  have 
entire  confidence  as  well  in  the  integrity  of  his  purposes  as  the 
propriety  of  his  measures:  And  whereas,  the  members  of  this 
convention  are  desirous,  so  far  as  they  can  do  so,  by  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  to  encourage  him  in  the  policy  of  his  adminis- 
tration, and  to  show  ihe  world,  that  at  home  among  those  who 
have  known  him  longest  and  known  him  best,  that  Andrew 
Jackson  has  a  character  for  patriotism  and  virtue,  which  fac- 
tion, however  violent,  or  party  spirit,  however  malignant,  will 
find  it  in  vain  to  calumniate.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  twenty-two  mem- 
bers, be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  the  most  Ruitable  man- 
ner of  testifying  their  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  U. 
States: 

Which  was  adopted,  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  chair  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Walton,  chairman,  Mr.  J.  A.  McKinney,  Mr.  R.  J. 
McKinney,  Mr.  Senter,  Mr.  Gillespie,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Weakley, 
Mr.  Cheatham,  Mr.  Childrees,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  RobRrtson,  Mr. 
Huntsman,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.  McClennen,  Mr.  Stephenson,  Mr.  Kincannon,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, Mr.  Bradshavv,  and  Mr.  Webster,  said  committee,  who 
reported  to  another  meeting  the  following  address  and  resolu- 
tion: 
To  Andrew  J xcksovi ,  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  Your  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  assem- 
bled in  convention  at  Nashville,  informed  of  your  arrival  at  the 
Hermitage,  for  themselves,  and  in  behalf  of  their  constituents, 
tender  to  you  their  warm  and  respectful  salutations. 

They  remember  that  you  are  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  that 
band  of  patriots,  by  whose  exertions  our  independence  was 
achieved;  and  that  you  arc  one  of  the  surviving  members  of  that 
convention,  which  framed  the  existing  constitution  of  the  state 
under  which  the  people  have  prospered,  and  lived  happily,  for 
almost  fortv  years. 


*The  convention  is  in  session  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
state. 
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Tliey  remember,  with  gratitude,  the  many  meritorious  ser- 
vices which  you  liave  rendered  to  o(ir  ccmiilry,  in  peaoe  and  in 
war;  in  the  councils  of tlie  nation  and  on  tlie  hatlh;  (itid;  and 
they  feel  an  honetii  pride  in  ciaiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  same 
state,  with  one  who  has  dune  so  niucli  to  eslahhsh,  and  preserve 
the  independence,  promote  tiie  happiness,  and  exalt  tlie  ciia- 
ract<!r  ol  the  American  people. 

They  have  not  bctn  unconcerned  spectators  of  the  bold,  sys- 
tematic, and  reckhss  etlorts  ol  your  enemies,  to  weaken  and 
destroy  that  contidKiice  wiiich  your  countrymen  have  reposed 
in  you;  and  they  but  speak  tiie  sentiments  of  those  vvliom  they 
represent,  wlien  they  assure  you  tliat  the  measures  o(  your  ad- 
niinisiration  have  received  their  decided  approbation,  and  tliat 
they  have  always  retained  unsliaken  and  undiminished  coiili- 
dence  in  your  republican  principles,  and  firm  determination,  in 
all  your  measures  to  endeavor  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
people,  and  defend   their  riglits  as  secured  by  the  constitution. 

They  will  not  attempt  to  designate,  with  a  separate  approval, 
aU  the  prominent  measures  of  your  administration. 

Your  otticical  conduct,  during  your  first  term  of  service,  has 
been  sanctioned  at  the  ballot  box.  I'o  this  decision  the  people 
of  the  state  of  Tennessee  contributed  with  great  unanimity. 

A  knowledge  of  public  opinion  enables  them  to  declare,  that 
the  people  of  ilie  state  of  Tennessee  approve  your  course  in  op- 
posing a  powerful  moneyed  institution,  whose  existence  is  not 
recognised  in  the  constitution;  that  thev  approve  the  veto  upon 
the  bill  rechartering  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  also  approve  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
that  institution.  They  are  warranted  in  believing  that  said 
bank  hath  interfered  in  the  election  by  the  people,  of  their  pub- 
lic servants:— Tliat  it  hath  expended  its  means  in  controlling  the 
press,  that  it  hath  aimed  at  the  exercise  of  political  power  over 
the  government  and  people  of  these  United  States,  and  that  it 
has  refused  to  disclose  its  transactions  to  the  representatives  of 
the  nation,  when  legally  required  so  to  do,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  its  charter. 

Sir:  In  testimony  of  the  high  respect  they  bear  for  your  cha- 
racter and  distinguished  services,  they  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  with  their  ardent  wishes,  that  the  evening 
of  your  life  may  be  as  peaceful  and  happy  as  its  meridian  has 
been  useful  and  brilliant,  they  tender  you  assurances  of  their 
high  consideration  and  esteem. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  will  adjourn  its  ordinary  busi- 
ness, for  the  purpose  of  meeting  and  receiving  in  the  hali  of  the 
convention,  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
president  of  the  convention  be  requested  to  carry  this  resolution 
into  efl^ect. 

And  the  sense  of  the  meeting  being  thereon  had,  the  said  re- 
port was  concurred  with.  Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  chair 
appointed  Messrs.  Allen,  Alexander  and  John  A.  McKinney,  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  and  inform  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  their  proceedings. 

WILLIE  BLOUNT,  chairman. 

Mm.  K.  Hill,  secretary. 

August  9th,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  of  Teimessee,  assem- 
bled m  convention  at  Nashville,  have  appointed  us  a  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  yo^i  the  accompanying  resolu 
tions  and  address,  which  they  have  adopted. 

In  performing  the  duty  assigned  to  us,  we  beg  leave  to  tender 
you  our  warmest  wishes,  that  you  may  enjoy  many  happy  years 
in  the  evening  of  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  your  country. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servants,         ROBERT  ALLEN, 

ADAM  R.  ALEXANDER, 
JOHN  A.  McKINNEY. 

Jlndrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States. 

THE    president's    ANSWER. 

tiermitaoe,  August  10,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  The  feelings  awakened  by  the  proceedings  you 
have  first  communicated  to  me,  leave  me  without  words  to 
convey  an  adequate  sense  of  the  honor  they  confer.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  receive  them  with  the  sensibility  which  is  natu- 
ral to  one,  who,  with  a  just  confidence  of  his  claims  to  the  pub- 
lic sympathy  and  favor,  of  which  he  has  enjoyed  so  great  a 
share,  has  ever  cherished  the  most  sacred  respect  for  the  opi- 
nion of  his  countrymen,  and  for  the  distinction  which  flows 
from  their  approbation  and  regard.  Emanating  as  they  do  from 
a  convention,  representing  the  people  in  their  highest  sove- 
reign capacity,  establishing  the  fundamental  laws  of  their  go- 
vernment— a  people  with  whose  destiny  mine  was  at  an  early 
period  connected,  and  who.  as  familiar  spectators  or  compa- 
nions, have  had  a  close  and  intimate  connection  with  my  pri- 
vate and  public  conduct  through  life,  I  should  be  more  or  less 
than  human  if  I  could  receive  them  without  the  deepest  emo- 
tion and  the  most  profound  sense  of  gratitude. 

I  can  declare  with  truth,  gentlemen,  that  I  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office  I  now  hold,  with  reluctance  and  distrust; 
and  t  may  add.  with  despair  of  discharjring  its  arduous  duties, 
but  for  the  co  opperation  and  aiil  which  I  anticipated  from  the 
other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  and  the  indul- 
gence and  liberality  of  my  fellow-citizens  generally.  In  this 
anticipation,  particularly  as  it  regarded  the  people,  I  have  not 
been  disappointed.  If  I  have,  therefore,  in  any  moderate  de- 
gree, in  the  conflicts  which  have  grown  out  of  the  measures  of 
my  administration,  contributed  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  and  strengthen  the  moans  of  its  future  preservation 


and  union,  my  success  is  mainly  attributable  to  my  good  for- 
tune in  iieirig  accessible  to  the  sentiment,  and  in  being  able  to 
follow  the  .idmonition  and  instruction  which  it  reflected.  Un- 
der sui  h  circumstances  I  regard  the  flalteritig  terms  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  speak  of  the  leading  acts  of  the  ad- 
ministration as  justly  applica|)l)le  to  the  (iscernment,  inlelli- 
genci!,  and  virtue  of  tlie  |)eople,  in  whose  hands  every  day  fur- 
nishes additional  proof  that  the  principles  of  free  government 
are  alone  sale. 

It  is  against  the  great  truth  that  the  people  are  the  governing 
power  in  a  WcAi  republic,  that  much  of  the  violence  and  asperi- 
ty which  have  characterised  the  conduct  of  those  advocating 
the  bank  monopoly  has  been  directed — not  against  me,  a  mere 
instrument  of  the  laws,  whose  place  is  but  temporary  and  will 
soon  be  supplied  by  some  one  more  able  to  ensure  to  thern  a 
just  and  wholesome  administration.  Whatever  of  detraction, 
therefore,  may  have  been  for  the  moment  aimed  at  me  by  this 
moneyed  power,  can  have  no  other  eflTect  than  lo  satisfy  me 
that  my  exertions  against  the  corrupting  and  baneful  influence 
have  been  beneficially  felt  on  the  side  of  the  great  body  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  in  whose  hands  I  shall  ever  feel  safe. 

I  shall,  gentlemen,  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion  to 
visit  Nashville  for  the  purpose  of  paying  my  personal  respects 
to  the  members  of  the  convention,  and  of  manifesting  more 
fully  than  I  can  now  do,  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me. 

Accept  for  yourselves  the  assurances  of  the  great  respect 
with  which  1  am  very  sincerely,  your  fellow-citizen  and  friend, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Alexander,  and  J.  A.  McKinney,  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  convention. 

MR.  EDWARD  EVERETT'S   SPEECH 

AT    THE    SALEM    WHIG    FESTIVAL. 

[Reported  for  the  Salem  Gazette.'] 
Mr.  Edward  Everett  observed,  that  he  supposed  he  should  not 
mistake  the  kind  manner,  in  which  the  last  sentiment*  had 
been  welcomed,  if  he  understood  it  to  be  an  expression  of  the 
wish  of  the  company,  that  he  should  address  them.  He  knew 
what  an  arduous  task  it  was  to  do  this,  after  what  the  company 
had  already  heard;  but  on  such  an  occasion,  he  f(;It  that  he 
ought  not  to  think  of  himself:  and  he  would  say,  in  the  lan- 
cuage  of  the  gallant  and  truly  worthy  office  holder,  (general 
Miller),  who  had  just  been  named  with  such  deserved  credit, 
by  his  friend  who  had  preceded  him,  [Mr.  C/ioaie]  "I'll  try." 
He  should  be  almost  disposed  to  quarrel  with  his  friend  the 
lieutenant  governor,  for  the  distinction  he  had  rather  slily 
drawn  between  speech-makers  and  working  men — those  who 
do  the  talking  and  those  who  do  the  work— had  not  his  honor 
fallen  into  his  own  snare,  and  for  its  lensth,  made  one  of  the  best 
speeches  the  company  had  heard  that  day.  The  lieutenant  go- 
vernor said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  taxing  his  imagination. 
How  that  misht  be,  Mr.  E.  would  not  undertake  to  say;  but 
every  one  knew  with  what  liberality  he  paid  the  taxes  of  public 
spirit,  benevolence,  charity  and  piety;  and  this  being  the  case, 
it  was  of  little  consequence,  whether  he  levied  or  paid  any 
imaginary  taxes. 

The  incidents  of  this  day,  the  spirit  manifested  by  this  com- 
pany, continued  Mr.  E.  are  indications  of  public  sentiment,  too 
clear  to  be  mistaken.  That  we  have  reached  a  critical  period, 
in  the  state  of  public  affairs,  is  too  apparent  to  need  to  be 
formally  stated.  Did  I  not  place  unbounded  reliance  on  the  sta- 
bility and  good  sense  of  the  mass  of  the  people — did  I  not  know 
that  the  pilgrim  stock  is  not  run  out,  that  the  blood  of  our 
fathers  still  beats  warm  and  undegenerated,  in  the  bosoms  of 
their  children;  did  I  not  above  all  feel  and  see  that  the  whig 
spirit — the  spirit  of  '76 — is  aroused  and  abroad  in  the  land,  I 
should  be  almost  ready,  I  confess,  to  begin  to  despair  of  the 
republic.  And  when  I  sny,  despair  of  the  republic,  \  speak  to 
the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  proposition.  I  mean  that  there 
is  reason  for  alarm,  as  to  the  continued  operation  and  sway  of 
the  principles  of  republican  government  and  liberty  protected, 
as  well  as  regulated  by  law,  which  were  embodied  by  our  fa- 
thers in  the  constitution,  I  do  not  mean  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  any  danger,  that  the  forms  of  the  constitution  will  be 
subverted.  I  presume  that,  let  what  will  betide,  we  shall  no- 
minally have  a  president  elected  every  four  years — secretaries 
theoretically  amenable  to  congress,  although  holding  their  of- 
ficial stations  at  the  breath  of  the  president's  mouth:  and  a 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  to  go  throuch  the  forms  of 
leaislation,  long  after  the  familiar  use  of  the  veto  shall  have 
reduced  their  action,  on  all  important  questions  to  in  ere  form. 
This  is  a  lesson  of  history.  The  forms  of  the  commonwealth  in 
Rome  were  many  of  them  kept  up  from  the  first  to  the  last  of 
the  C.-Esars.  The  despots,  who  trampled  her  proud  liberties 
into  the  dust,  did  it  under  the  venerated  name  and  ancient 
dignity  of  the  republic.  The  emperor  who  caused  his  horse 
to  be  raised  to  the  highest  honors  of  the  state,  dared  not  dis- 
card the  letter  of  the  magistracy,  as  it  was  administered  by  the 
Catoes  and  the  Scipios.  He  gave  his  horse  an  office,  but  it  was 
a  republican  ofTice.  Rome  could  not  be  deprived  of  her  con- 
suls, although  the  consuls  might  be  occasionally  provided  with 
an  extra  pair  of  legs.     There  are  impressions  made  in  the  in- 

[*"Edvvard  Everett— Whose  talents  and  virtues,  whose  va- 
rious arcomplishments  and  multiplied  services,  have  rendered' 
him  alike  the  favorite  of  his  district,  the  pride  of  his  state,  and 
an  ornament  of  his  country."  Ed.  Gazette.] 
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fancy  of  states  as  of  men,  which  never  wear  out.  I  take  it 
tile  time  will  never  come,  wln^n  the  general  frame  worl<  and 
official  nomenclature  of  our  constitution  will  be  abandoned. 
Even  Napoleon,  after  he  had  in  fact,  though  not  in  name,  made 
himself  the  dictator  of  France,  thought  it  expedient  to  have  it 
put  to  vote,  whether  he  shoulii  be  consul  for  life:  and  carried  it, 
by  a  majority  of  ninre  tlvan  Ihreo  millions  and  a  half  against  a 
handful,  of  whom  our  own  Lafayette  was  the  only  man  of  note. 
I  happen  to  have  in  my  pocUet  something  like  an  occular  il- 
lustration of  those  principles.  Some  body,  (a  tory  no  doubt), 
has  palmed  off  upon  my  whig  simplicity  this  very  day,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  a  French  franc  piece,  not  certainly  worth 
more  than  nineteen  cents  at  bi-st,  and  a  good  deal  the  worse 
for  wear.  What  do  we  behold  upon  it.''  On  one  side,  the 
oaken  garland,  emblem  of  the  civic  triumjths  of  regenerated 
France,  surrounded  with  auspicious  legend  republiqae  Fran- 
caise.  And  whose  image  and  superscription,  think  you,  on  the 
other?  Perhaps  the  emblematic  form  of  the  goddess  of  liberty, 
as  we  see  here  on  our  own  coins.  Perhaps  general  Bonaparte; 
the  hatchet  face  of  the  youthful  hero,  fresh  from  the  battles  of 
Montenotte,  Millesino  and  Lodi.  Alas,  no,  sir,  a  far  different 
visage;  but  your  lean  Cassius  grown  into  your  plump  Augustus! 
Ihe  well  known  round  and  autocratic  features  of  a  later  date, 
surrounded  with  the  lofty  inscription  Napoleon  empereur. 

They,  therefore,  of  all  the  deluded  are  the  mo?t  wofully  de- 
ceived, who  slumber  on,  in  confiding  apathy,  and  think  the  re- 
public is  safe,  because  its  organic  forms  are  not  in  appearance 
subverted.  I  tell  you,  sir,  that  if  Napoleon  himself  could  burst 
the  rock  of  St.  Helena,  where  he  lies  walled  and  clamped  down, 
fathoms  deep,  in  the  everlasting  granite;  and  if  with  him,  could 
burst  into  life  the  ghastly  millions,  that  fell  upon  all  his  battle 
fields  from  the  frozen  clods  of  Russia  to  the  baked  mud  of  the 
Nile,  and  land  in  one  resistless  host  upon  our  continent  and 
subdue  it,  he  would  leave  you  the  forms  of  the  constitution; 
he  would  graciously  allow  you  to  be  the  agents  of  your  subjec 
lion  and  shame;  and  when  he  had  desolated  your  cities,  wasted 
your  fair  fields,  plundered  your  substance,  torn  your  sons  from 
your  arms,  and  drenched  your  hearths  in  blood,  he  would  tell 
you  he  came  for  your  good,  that  he  came  to  rescue  you  from 
aristocrats  and  monopolists,  and  to  bring  you  happiness  and 
glory. 

Neither,  sir,  let  it  be  thought  that  the  republic  is  safe,  because 
the  private  rights  of  the  people  have  as  yet  suffered  nothing,  from 
the  direct  encroachments  of  illegal  power.  No  one  supposes 
that  we  are  as  yet  in  danger  of  forced  loans;  of  taxes  levied 
without  authority  of  law.  There  is  no  ground  of  apprehension, 
that  the  farmer  as  he  brings  home  the  return  of  his  industry  at 
night,  from  the  market,  will  be  stopped  by  a  sergeant's  guard, 
and  made  to  pay  half  of  it  to  the  government.  If  a  man  has  a 
suit  in  court,  on  a  matter  of  private  right,  he  is  morally  certain 
that  justice  will  be  done  him.  To  be  sure;  and  so  he  is  in 
Austria — in  Russia.  When  therefore  the  advocates  of  the  ad- 
ministration tell  us  that  the  country  is  not  blighted,  as  with  a 
present  curse,  that  private  industry  will  earn  its  reward,  un- 
shared by  the  government — that  llie  ordinary  march  of  occujja- 
tion  is  not  wholly  obstructed,  asid  would  hence  argue  that  the 
complaints  against  the  administration  are  ut\fonnded,  (  feel 
my  common  sense  insulted.  Why,  sir,  this  is  substantially  the 
state  of  things,  in  all  countries — in  all  civilized  countries. 
Political  communities  could  not  otherwise  be  kept  together. 
There  are  certainly  points,  in  which  a  despotism  produces  prac- 
tical encroachments  on  private  rights,  but  it  is,  at  least  under 
a  virtuous  despot,  to  a  less  extent,  than  might  at  first  be  stip- 
posed.  I  take  it  a  pure,  private  question  of  meum  and  tuum 
•s  decided  as  promptly  as  equitably,  at  St.  Petersburgh  as  at 
New  York.  And  a  pretty  boast  truly,  for  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  of  America,  that  we  are  no  worse  off  than  they  are  in 
Siberia! 

Neither,  sir,  ought  it  to  beany  consolation  to  one  who  un- 
derstands and  prizes  our  constitution,  in  its  purity,  that  few 
bloody  violations,  of  personal  right  and  liberty  have  been  at- 
tempted; that  men  have  not  been  dragged  out  of  their  beds  at 
tiight,  immured  in  prisons  or  hung.  A  member  of  congress,  to 
be  sure,  occasionally  has  his  bones  broken  on  the  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  or  is  shot  at  on  the  steps  of  the  capital;  but  we  are  in 
no  danger  of  the  Turkish  bow-string,  of  the  Russian  knout,  or 
the.Sanish  inqui-iiion.  These  remnants  of  barbarism  are  al- 
most exploded  at  Madrid,  St.  Petersburgh  and  Constantinople. 
Their  disuse  belongs  less  to  constitutions  than  to  maimers. 
They  are  not  mniMi  to  be  dreaded,  by  the  mnss  of  the  people, 
any  where.  Why.  sir,  at  the  heigiit  of  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France,  the  theatres,  were  ki'pt  open  and  crowded;  and  IVapo- 
leon,  ail  powerful  and  fearful  as  he  wa-',  the  arbiter  of  life  and 
death  to  millions,  us(mI  to  snv,  he  presumed  there  were  men 
in  Paris  who  had  never  heard  of  his  name.  The  fact  is,  sir, 
and  [  know  it  from  personal  observation,  that  peoph;  who  stay 
at  home,  and  mind  tlieir  business,  ke(^i>  out  of  hot  water,  say 
nothing  against  llii!  sultan  or  niuiti,  and  take  care  not  to  get 
very  rich,  are  extremely  well  olf  in  Tntkey.  'J''l)e  idea  that  the 
grand  seignor  goes  abfnit  ohopping  off  the  heads  of  hnrmless 
people  for  sport,  belongs  to. the  nursery — it  is  one  of  mother 
Goose's  tales.  Peter  Parley  is  beyond  that.  When,  therefore, 
we  are  told,  that  people  are  safe  in  their  houses,  and  in  their 
streets,  under  the  |)roti!Ction  of  the  laws,  and  that  we  ought  to 
he  content  with  this,  I  am  shocked  at  it,  aa  in  itself  a  proof, 
that  men  are  beginning  to  be  indifferent  to  the  real  nature  of 
constitutional  liberty — that  lh<:y  are  beginning  to  coinpcmnd 
with  those  who  have  so  signally  betrayed  their  confidence— to 


say,  spare  us  our  lives  and  property,  do  not  shoot  or  plunder 
us,  and  rule  us  as  long  as  you  please — in  short,  that  they  are 
thinking  seriously  of  Esau's  bargain,  and  selling  their  blood- 
bought  birth  right,  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

No,  sir,  the  spirit  and  essence  of  liberty  are  very  different 
from  the  constitutional  forms  in  which  it  is  embodied;  and  even 
these  may  be  trampled  down,  by  those  who  forbear  any  violent 
attempt  on  life,  limb  or  property. 

Practically,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  ge- 
neral government  is  concerned,  are  living  under  a  monarchy. 
The  executive — a  functionary  created  by  the  constitution  to 
enforce  the  laws — has  erected  his  own  will  into  a  law,  repeal- 
ing or  transcending  all  other  law.  The  spirit  of  party  has  so 
completely  mastered  that  of  patriotism,  that  men  in  high 
places — men  of  name  before  the  country — legislators — repre- 
sentatives of  the  people — not  only  support  the  chief  of  their 
party  in  measures  which  they  know  to  be  highly  injurious,  but 
support  him  in  such  a  way,  as  to  make  him  think  they  really 
approve  those  measures  and  admire  and  reverence  him  for  pur- 
suing them.  It  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  the  course  of 
the  administration,  the  last  year,  was  supported  through  thick 
and  thin,  by  some  members  in  congress,  who  admitted  that  it 
had  been  conceived  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  effects  it  was  to 
produce,  and  was  now  pursued  to  the  serious  detriment  to  the 
community.  What  worse  can  happen  in  a  monarchy.''  And  is 
there  not  reason  to  despair  of  the  republic,  when  the  rash  con- 
ceits, the  personal  feelings,  the  admitted  errors  of  one  man  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land;  which,  even  those  who  feel  and  ad- 
mit their  ruinous  operation,  want  courage  and  virtue  to  resist.'' 
nay  more,  which  they  are  obliged  to  laud  as  the  perfection  of 
wisdom.' 

Such  is  the  state  of  things  in  this  country.  The  terrific  force 
of  party  discipline,  the  personal  popularity  of  the  president, 
have  wrought  a  practical  revolution.  The  form  of  a  house  of 
representatives  is  kept  up,  but  its  spirit,  for  the  present,  is  gone: 
for  its  members  sustain  measures,  which  they  disapprove,  for 
fear  of  being  put  under  the  ban  of  the  party,  and  incurring  the 
displeasure  of  its  chief. 

There  is  another  symptom  of  degeneracy  which  might  well 
justify  a  despair  of  the  republic;  I  mean  the  prostration  of  the 
self-respect  of  the  house  of  representatives.   There  is,  in  almost 
all  organized  bodies,  what  the  French  call  the  esprit  de  corps^ 
a  feeling  common  to  the  members  of  the  body,  as  such — whe- 
ther the  army  or  navy,  or  a  separate  command  in  either — or  a 
civil  association — or  a  geogtaphical  section  of  country — a  bank 
— a  college — or  even  a  private  club:  there  is  a  feeling  common 
to  its  members   as  such,  which   holds  them  to  cherish  the  re- 
putation of  the  body,  and  to  feel  a  sensibility  at  all  indiscriminate 
warf>ire  upon  it.     Patriotism  is  but  the  same  feeling  enlarged. 
In  high  and  dignified  bodies,  clothed  with  august  functions — in 
parliaments — in  senates,  in  courts   of  justice — this  feeling   as- 
sumes unusual  gravity  and  elevation.     It  rises  into  principle;  it 
is  a  source  of  strenuous  effort — it  bids  men  toil,  and  suffer,  and, 
if  need  be,  bleed,  that  they  mav  adorn  the  name  of  some  great 
and  venerable  organization,  and  hand  it  down,  more  illustrious 
for  their  connection  with  it,  to  posterity.     If  there  be  bodies  on 
earth,  which  ought  to  possess  this  feeling,  they  are  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States.     If  on  earth 
there  is  a  body  of  men,  who  ought  to  feel  a  sober,  reflective,  re- 
sponsible sense  of  station,  is  it  not  the  chosen  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.''    Against  any  sweeping  impu- 
tations on  its  purity,  this  is  a  body  one   might  have   thought, 
which  would  be  up  in  arms:  Against  any  wholesale  or  general 
denunciation  of  its  members,  one  might  have  hoped,  that  the 
whole  assembly  would  have  risen   in  indignation.     And  what 
have  we  witnessed.''    This  house  of  representatives,  by  a  ma- 
joiityof  more  than  two  to  one,  passes  a  resolution,  that  the 
public  money  is  safe  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  (what 
none  but  a  madman  could  deny),  and  for  passing  that  resolution 
the  president  declares   to  his  secretary   of  the  treasury,  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  is  bribed  by  the  bank;  and  that  if  they 
had  remained  in  session  a  few  weeks  longer  two-thirds  of  them 
would  have  taken  the  bribe:  and  for  this  reason,  and  in  order  to 
keep  his  policy  safe  beneath  the  wings  of  the  veto,  he  orders 
this  secretary,  against  his  own  convictions,  to  remove  the  pub- 
lic money  from  the  place  of  legal  deposit,  before  congress  con- 
venes: and    Ihe   secretary  refusing,  is  removed  himself.     Does 
the  house  of  representatives,  under  the  influence  of  the  feeling 
I    have   described,  resent   the   insult.''     Does  that    portion  of  it, 
friendly  to  the  administration — the  portion  of  course  aimed  at  — 
the  president's  friends,  repel  this  insinuation,  that  they  are  the 
subjects  of  corruption.''     Does  a  solitary  friend  of  t!ie   president 
shew  that  he  feels  either  wounded  or  grievo<I?  Look  at  the  jour- 
nals of  the  last  session,  and  see  the  unbroken  phalanx  steadily 
voting  in  support   of  a  policy,  which,  as  far  as  the  time  of  its 
adoption  is  concerned,  proceeded  on   the  calculation,  that  ihey 
tliemso'lves — the  men  who  suppoit  it — are  within  tlie  reach  of 
thf^  gold  of  the  bank.     I  believe,  that  if  .tmv  king  of  Englnnd, 
of  |l](!  house  of  Rrunswiek.  should  utter  sncii  language  to  a  lord 
of  lh(!  treasury,  touching    the  hoii-e    of  coinnions,  the    day  on 
which  he  uttered  it,  would  be  the  la«t  of  his  rtMgn.     The  bouse 
of  commons,  thus  otrtraged,  would  rise  as  one  man.     Fie  would 
be  dragged  from  his  palace  to  the  tower — from  the  tower  to  the 
scaffold — his   lim^  driven   out   into  exile — his  blood  attainted — 
his  dynasty  extinguished    forc'ver.     Or  if  milder  councils  w«>re 
re(]uired,  as    I   trust  tliey  would  be,  by  the  civilization   of  the 
(lav,  parliament  would  resolve  that  the  royal  intellect  was  im- 
paired—a  regency  bill   would  pa  s  in  three  days,  and  the  un- 
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happy  monarch  would  be  sequestered,  as  bereft  of  reason,  with- 
in the  inmost  courts  and  darkest  halls  of  Windsor  castle. 

Sir,  I  speak  without  the  least  personal  biiterness  of  the  pre- 
sident: I  feel  none.  I  have  t)een  opposed  to  his  administration; 
but  if  I  have  erred,  it  has  been  rallier  on  the  side  of  taineness 
than  violence.  His  military  services  never  wanted  the  hinublo 
tribute  of  my  acknowledgment,  both  before  ami  since  he  came 
into  office.  I  never  performed  a  public  duty  with  greater  cor- 
diality, than  that  of  bidding  him  vvelcouK;,  on  behalf  of  my  fel- 
low citizens,  to  the  heights  of  Charlestown,  on  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  tliat  town;  and  though  it  was  not  possible  for  any  man  in 
the  country  to  be  less  interested  in  it,  no  man  would  have  been 
better  pleased,  that  this  second  term  of  office,  so  auspiciously 
commenced,  should  have  been  finished  in  peace  and  honor,  and 
that  his  retired  old  age  should  be  tranquil  and  happy.  But  he 
has  chosen  otherwise,  and  according  to  his  avowal  to  the 
senate,  from  "a  deliberate  sense  of  duty."  If  he  would  gain 
credit  for  that  avowal,  he  will  concede  as  much  to  those  who 
differ  from  him — to  you  fellow  citizens,  and  to  me. 

But,  sir,  with  all  the  inauspicious  signs  of  the  times,  there  is 
yet  ground  for  cheerfulness,  confidence  and  hope.  A  portion 
of  the  people  are  deluded;  but  the  mass  is  sound,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  their  representatives.  The  glorious  stand  taken  by 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  signally  so  by  that  portion 
of  it,  justly  and  richly  rewarded  with  this  day's  honors,  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  people.  Every  noble  sentiment  which 
has  been  heard  within  its  walls,  has  met  with  an  apiiroving  re- 
sponse from  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  land.  New  York  in 
her  charter  elections  gallantly  led  the  way;  Louisiana  has  fol 
lowed  the  noble  example,  and  in  whatever  direction  we  cast 
our  eyes,  the  omens  are  full  of  hope.  The  broad  and  spreading 
cloud,  which  hung  over  us;  black  with  terror;  wrapping  up 
within  its  folds  all  the  elements  of  destruction;  the  hurricane, 
the  deluge  and  the  thunder  bolt,  is  passing;  the  winds  of  lieaven 
are  wasting  it  away;  the  glorious  sun  has  struggled  through  it, 
and  is  already  painting  its  edges  witli  purple  and  gold;  and  na- 
ture will  but  smile  in  fresher  green  for  the  drops  which  have 
fallen.  It  was  indeed  a  fearful  tempest,  but  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  most  gloriously  rode  out  the  storm.  The  gallant 
vessel  has  been  sadly  buffetled — wave  after  wave  has  dashed 
against  her  sides,  and  all  the  floods  of  executive  wrath  and 
power,  and  party  rage,  have  at  times  seemed  to  roll  in  upon 
iier,  with  a  force  that  must  drive  her  upon  the  rocks.  But  the 
sheet-anchor  held  fast;  the  ground  tackle  proved  good;  and  the 
voice  of  the  pilot  was  heard  above  the  winds — clear  and  strong 
and  cheerful. 

And  not  there  alone  sir,  it  has  been  heard  throughout  the  land. 
This  day — this  happy  occasion— this  distinguished  conipany 
show,  that  the  services  rendered  in  the  senate  have  been  ap- 
preciated. Those  of  us,  who  were  near  the  scene  of  action, 
can  bear  witness  to  the  unexampled  vigor,  the  well  renewed 
activity,  the  spirit  that  seemed  to  grow  with  exhaustion — the 
power  that  increased  as  it  was  exerted — the  unshaken  intrepi- 
dity— the  strains  of  Higument,  as  convincing  as  ever  fell  from 
the  lips  of  man,  the  overwhelming  eloquence,  with  which  the 
senate  chamber  has  resounded,  and  to  which  you  this  day  pay 
the  willing  tribute  of  applause.  I  rejoice  in  the  belief,  that  the 
feelings,  which  dictate  this  tribute,  are  not  confided  to  you,  fel- 
low citizens,  who,  as  the  personal  friends  and  neighbors  of  our 
distinguished  senator,  cannot  but  cherish  a  peculiar  pride,  in 
his  efforts  and  his  fanip;  but  that  the  country,  at  large,  has  been 
the  observant  and  admiring  witness  of  hi?  services — has  grate- 
fully noticed  his  glorious  defence  of  her  rights — and  is  prepar- 
ing for  him  the  highest  reward  it  can  bestow  on  a  great  and  suc- 
cessful champion  of  her  cause,  in  the  hour  of  its  darkest  peril. 
1  will  not  enlarge  upon  this  reflection:  I  submit  it  to  the  sober 
consideration  of  this  patriotic  and  intelligent  company.  I  com- 
mend it  particularly  to  you,  young  whigs  of  Salem  and  its  vici- 
nity, of  whom  I  have  the  gratification  to  see  so  many  before  me 
this  day.  I  call  on  you,  and  those  like  you,  to  save  the  coun- 
try. You  can  do  it,  you  alone  can  do  it.  The  world  is  the  he- 
ritage of  the  young.  It  is  animated,  controlled,  urged  on,  by 
the  young.  The  aged  can  but  afibrd  example  and  counsel; 
those,  who  have  reached  the  meridian  of  life,  most  of  them, 
begin  to  grow  weary  of  the  toil  and  strife,  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day.  The  young,  the  fresh,  the  unexhausted,  must  come 
to  the  rescue.  Remember  Bunker  Hill.  Remember  the  martyr 
of  the  day,  the  immortal  Warren,  the  youngest  among  those  of 
rank,  who  trod  the  blood  stained  soil.  Think  of  Lafayette, 
who,  hardly  nineteen  years  of  age,  came  to  us  like  a  young  an- 
gel of  hope,  across  the  Atlantic,  with  courage  and  strength  on 
his  wings.  Arise  young  men,  arise  and  save  the  country.  You 
can  save  it;  none  other  than  you,  and  those' like  you,  through- 
out the  land,  can  save  it.  The  spirit  is  awakened;  the  people 
are  aroused;  the  hosts  of  liberty  are  rushing  to  the  fields  against 
the  hosts  of  place  and  power;  and  they  now  call  on  you  to  take 
the  post  of  honor  and  of  danger,  on  the  front  of  the  line,  and  to 
say  who  shall  lead  you  to  the  battle  and  to  triumph. 
f  give  you,  fellow  citizens, 

Our  distinguished  guest — the  highest  honors  of  the  constitu 
lion  to  its  ablest  defender. 

MR.  TANEY'S  RECEPTION  AT  FREDERICK,  MD. 
On  the  6th  August,  Mr.  Taney,  late  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
was  received  at  Frederick  by  a  large  party  of  his  political  friends, 
with  whom  he  afterwards  publicly  dined.  On  arriving  at  the 
hotel,  he  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Thomas  (ilie  member  of  con- 
gress from  the  district)  as  foilowf; 


Mr.  Taney:  I  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Jackson  republicans  of 
Frederick  county  and  at  their  request,  to  give  you  a  cordial 
welcome,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  warn»  gratitude  which  they 
feel  for  the  able,  honest  and  patriotic  part,  you  have  performed 
in  the  cabinei  of  ihcir  much  loved  chiet  niagistraie.  With  this 
a[)prol)ation  ()t  your  pul)lic  conduct  iind  high  resp<;ct  for  the  pu- 
rity of  your  private  life,  I  am  authorised  to  express  their  deep 
iudigiialion  at  the  ungenerous  and  vindictive  course  towards 
you,  of  tlie  seiuite  ot  the  Umted  States.  Your  old  neighbors  of 
Frederick  have  given  indign.'^nt  attention  to  the  indiscriminate 
Wartare  to  which,  for  more  than  seven  months  past,  your  public 
conduct  has  been  subjected.  A  very  large  proportion  of  a  long 
session  of  the  senate  has  been  consumed  in  ti  unless  attempts  to 
destroy  utterly  your  reputation.  With  that  view  your  olticial 
acts  have  undergone  a  mo..it  rigid  supervision  and  have  been  ex- 
posed to  commentaries  and  constructions  of  the  most  illiberal 
and  unmanly  character.  Not  content  with  the  most  rancorous 
and  unsparing  scrutiny,  in  your  ofiicial  acts  and  proceedings, 
the  dignity  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  has  been  sullied 
by  the  coarse,  rude,  unmerited  personal  defamation,  of  which 
you  liave  besn  the  object. 

In  aid  of  these  ruthless  attempts  at  your  ruin  on  the  floor  of 
the  senate,  a  press  influenced  by  the  most  sordid  of  all  induce- 
ments has  spread  far  and  wide  gross  misrepresentations  of  your 
whole  life  and  conduct.  Elsewhere  your  assailants  may  have 
been  partially  successful.  Strangers  to  yonr  past  life  may  be- 
lieve that  the  senate  have  rightly  appreciated  your  motives. 
But  such,  be  assured,  is  not  the  opinion  of  this  community. 
Having  been,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  a  resident  amongst 
them,  your  rules  of  conduct  are  well  known  to  this  people. 
They  know  tliat  your  acceptance  of  the  office  of  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  was  not  determined  by  sordid  or  selfish  considera- 
tions. That  station  when  oflTered,  they  feel,  could  not,  without 
dishonor,  have  been  declined.  Havinu,  as  attorney  general,  ad- 
vised a  measure  to  frustrate  a  daring  attempt  to  impair  the  rights 
of  the  people,  you  repaired,  when  required,  to  enforce  that  mea- 
sure, promptly,  to  the  post  of  responsibility,  and  of  danger.  By 
so  doing,  you  have  merited  the  gratitude  ot  an  enlightened  peo- 
ple. While  the  signal  ability  with  which  you  have  managed 
the  financial  department  of  the  government,  entitles  you  to  the 
warm  good  will  of  all  who  sincerely  desire  to  prostrate  a  pow- 
erful corporation,  now  boldly  seeking  to  participate  in  the  choice 
of  our  chief  magistrate.  You  sir,  have  stepped  forward  to  stay 
its  course.  To  avenge  the  blow  you  have  skilfully  inflicted  on 
that  institution,  its  abettors  have  attempted  your  destruction. 
Vain  and  fruitless  are  their  efforts.  You  have  been  warmly 
welcomed  elsewhere;  you  are  warmly  welcomed  here,  by  ait 
incorruptible  people,  grateful  for  your  patriotic  services. 

Again,  sir,  I  tender  you  the   friendly  congratulations  of  the 
Jackson   republicans  of  Frederick  county,  with  an  assurance, 
that  it  has  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  have  been  made  the 
organ  of  this  communication. 
To  which  Mr.  Taney  replied — 

Sir:  I  am  grateful  for  the  honors,  with  which  my  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Frederick  city  and  county,  have  this  day  received  me. 
I  lived  so  many  years,  in  the  midst  of  them;  and  that  residence 
is  endeared  to  me  by  so  many  cherished  recollections;  that,  I 
never  find  myself  approaching  Frederick,  without  feeling  as  if  I 
were  again  bending  my  footsteps  to  my  own  home,  again  to 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people,  whose  long  continued  kindness 
to  me,  I  can  never  forget,  and  shall  warmly  and  gratefully  bear 
in  my  memory  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  see,  around  me,  many  citizens,  who  were  well  known  to 
me  during  almost  the  whole  period  of  my  residence  in  Frede- 
rick. And  the  deep  emotions,  with  whicii  the  events  of  this 
day  are  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  me,  are  greatly  increaped 
when  I  behold  so  many,  well  remembered  faces,  greeting  ray 
arrival,  with  looks  of  friendship  and  approbation. 

Under  any  circumstances,  such  proofs  of  the  confidence  of 
my  fellow  citizens  would  be  gratefully  acknowledged.  But  the 
recent  incidents  of  my  life  give  them  peculiar  value.  When  I 
entered  on  the  high  and  delicate  office  which  I  recently  filled, 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  were  stran- 
gers even  to  my  name,  I  had  never  been  a  member  of  either 
house  of  congress.  The  office  of  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  nature  of  its  duties  was  not  calculated  to  make 
my  name  familiar  to  the  ear  of  the  people  in  the  brief  space  for 
which  I  held  it.  And  when  I  was  unexpectedly  called  to  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  In  a  season  of  severe  trial, 
when  the  best  and  highest  interests  of  this  great  nation  of  free- 
men were  vitally  connected  with  the  measures  of  that  depart- 
ment, I  could  not  but  feel  that  my  humble  name  would  give  no 
weiaht  to  the  measures  I  had  determined  to  adopt,  that,  out  of 
Maryland,!  was  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people — and  could  not  therefore,  if  attacks  should  be  made  upon 
me,  appeal  for  my  vindication  to  their  previous  knowledge  of 
me,  and  a  long  life  passed  in  the  honest  endeavor  to  discharge 
to  the  best  of  my  power,  my  duties  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 
Yet  a  crisis  had  come,  which  did  not  allow  me  to  hesitate  as  to 
'lie  path  of  duty. 

It  was  obvious  to  my  mind  from  the  facts  before  me,  that  a 
great  moneyed  corporation,  possessing  a  fearful  power  for  good 
or  for  evil,  had  entered  into  the  field  of  political  warfare,  and 
was  deliberately  preparing  its  plans  to  obtain,  by  means  of  its 
money,  an  irresistible  political  influence,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  control  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment.   It  was  evident,  if  this  ambitious  corporation  should  sue- 
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ceed  in  its  designs,  llial  the  liberties  of  the  country  would  soon 
be  destroyed,  tliat  tlie  power  o(  self-government  would  be  wrest- 
ed troni  the  people,  and  they  would  find  themselves  at  no  dis- 
tant day  under  the  dominion  ollhe  worst  o(  all  po.-sil)le  govern- 
ments, a  moneyed  aristocracy.  In  this  posture  of  affairs  full  of 
peril,  and  of  the  deep  interest  to  this  yreat  nation,  I  saw  the 
grey  haired  patriot  now  at  the  head  of  the  government,  who  has 
so  often  breasted  every  danger  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  liis 
country,  once  more  prepared  to  plant  himself  in  the  breach,  to 
defend  his  countrymen  at  every  hazard  to  liiinself,  from  the  im- 
pending danger.  1  firmly  believed,  and  still  believe  that  the 
safety  of  the  country  depended  on  his  prompt  and  decisive  ac- 
tion. 1  had  long  as  one  of  his  cabinet,  advised  the  proceeding 
which  he  finally  made  up  his  mind  to  adopt.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  was  impossible,  that  1  could  without  dishonor 
have  hesitated,  about  accepting  the  office  he  prottered  me,  or 
have  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  of  executing  a  measure 
which  1  had  myself  advised  at  a  time  when  it  waa  believed  that 
the  duty  would  be  performed  by  another  person.  It  was  im- 
possible in  a  crisis  when  the  dearest  interests  of  the  country 
were  at  stake,  that  I  would  without  just  disgrace,  have  refused 
to  render  my  best  services  in  its  defence.  1  should  have  been 
unworthy  of  the  friendship  of  the  high  spirited  and  patriotic  ci- 
tizens who  are  now  around  me,  if  I  could  have  thought  of  my- 
self, and  my  own  poor  interests,  at  such  a  moment. 

The  measures  which  I  have  adopted  as  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury are  now  before  the  public,  and  I  am  ready  to  abide  the 
judgment,  which  the  American  people  shall  pass  upon  them. 
They  have  indeed  brought  upon  nie,  it  seems,  a  deep  and  en- 
during spirit  of  hostility.  I  have  been  singled  out  from  among 
the  number  who  advised,  and  who  approved  of  the  measures, 
I  pursued,  as  a  fit  object  to  receive  a  peculiar  mark  of  indigni- 
ty. The  most  unsparing  efforts  have  been  made  to  impeach 
the  integrity  of  my  motives,  and  to  destroy  me  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  althougii,  I  am  no 
longer  in  office,  the  same  spirit  is  still  abroad,  and  still  pursues 
its  object  with  unwearied  perseverance.  1  do  not  mention 
these  tilings  to  complain  of  them.  I  should  have  been  blind  to 
the  examples  of  history,  if  I  had  not  expected  them.  No  man 
who  has,  at  any  period  of  the  world  stood  forth  to  maintain  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  against  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  grasping 
at  power,  has  ever  met  with  different  fate.  Its  unrelenting, 
unquenchable  hate  has  never  failed  to  pursue  him  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life,  and  when  in  his  grave.  Money  can  always 
buy  instruments — and  I  was  not  weak  enough  to  suppose  that  I 
should  escape  what  all  others  in  a  like  situation  have  been 
doomed  to  encounter. 

Having  as  I  have  already  said,  had  no  connection  until  re- 
cently with  the  general  government,  I  was  altogether  unknown 
to  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  other, states,  and  cannot 
therefore  in  reply  to  the  assaults  made  upon  me  appeal  to  their 
previous  knowledge  of  my  principles  and  conduct.  But  in  Ma- 
rylanid  it  is  otherwise.  Born  in  the  state,  my  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  midst  of  its  citizens,  until  age  is  now  coming 
upon  me.  To  them  I  ean  confidently  appeal,  for  they  have 
known  me  from  my  childhood.  To  the  citizens  who  now  sur- 
round me,  1  can  still  more  confidently,  for  among  them  I  pass- 
ed twenty-two  years  of  the  prime  of  my  life;  taking  a.n  active 
part  during  all  that  time  in  their  public  concerns.  It  is  from 
the  people  of  Maryland  that  the  citizens  of  other  states  must 
in  a  great  measure  learn  my  character  and  my  principles — and 
of  none  more  justly  can  the  inquiry  be  made  than  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  who  have  so  long,  and  so  intimately 
known  me.  And  gratifying  as  their  approbation  and  support 
would  at  all  times  have  proved,  I  acknowledge,  that,  at  a  mo- 
ment like  this  I  feel  it  with  more  than  ordinary  sensibility. 
The  honors  with  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  receive  me 
— the  numerous  body  of  freemen  who  are  now  gathered  about 
me — the  public  expression  of  their  undiminished  confidence 
and  esteem  which  at  their  request,  you  have  just  made  to  me, 
is  a  proud  and  chei-'ring  testimony,  to  which  I  can  point  to  re- 
pel the  calumnies,  which  are  conlinually  heaped  upon  me. 

The  time  will  come,  sir,  I  doubt  not,  wlien  every  man  who 
loves  the  free  institutions  of  the  country  will  be  ready  to  admit 
the  misconduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  any  similar  corporation.  Many 
honest  and  estimable  men  are  now  opposed  to  us.  who  are  led 
away  by  mistaken  notions  of  party  obligations — or  are  too 
much  under  the  influence  of  party  prejudices  to  examine  the 
subject  fairly,  and  form  an  impartial  judgment  for  themselves. 
The  time  will  soon  come  when  such  nnui  will  look  back  with 
deep  regret  at  the  course  they  have  [)ur.<ued,  and  are  still  pur- 
suing, and  will  do  justice  to  those  who  have  shewn  themselves 
ready  to  make  personal  sacrifices  to  maintain  unimpaired,  for 
this  great  people,  the  blessings  of  freedom. 

It  is  an  additional  gratification,  to  find  you,  sir,  selected  as 
the  organ  to  communicate  to  me  the  sentiments  of  this  large 
assemblage  of  my  fallow  citizens.  As  the  representative  of 
this  district,  I  received  from  you,  during  my  brief  and  (iventful 
administration  of  the  triNisury  department,  the  most  firm  and 
steady  support.  It  was  to  the  commitK^e  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, of  which  you  were  the  head,  that  the  people  of 
this  country  are  .indebted  (or  the  proof  that  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  have  tieen  so  managed,  that  it  is  cnmpelled,  in  the  face  of 
th«  plain  provisions  of  its  charter,  to  hide  its  proceedings  from 
the  public  eye.  The  official  report  of  your  committee  shews, 
that  the  bank,  aware  of  the  coiulnsions  which  must  inevitably 
be  drawn  from  their  refusal  to  submit  iiself  to  a  fair  and  fuil 


examination,  made  every  effort  to  escape,  without  coming  to  a 
direct  denial.  But  the  talents,  firmness  and  perseverance  of 
the  committee,  bafiled  the  design,  and  compelled  them  to  de- 
cide directly,  and  unequivocally,  whether  they  would  lay  open 
their  proceedings  to  strict,  and  impartial  scrutiny;  or  would  in 
direct  violation  of  their  charter,  and  in  contempt  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  refuse  it.  Driven  from 
every  attempt  at  evasion,  they  finally  refused,  and  thus  gave 
to  the  people,  the  most  convincing  and  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  cliarges  against  them,  and  that  they  dared  Hot 
meet  the  searching  investigation  of  such  a  committee. 

Tlie  distinguished  share  which  you  took  in  the  conflict.,  and 
the  efficient  services  you  performed,  will  always  be  remember- 
ed and  honored  by  a  people  whom  you  have  so  signally  served, 

TREATY  WITH  THE  CHICKASAWS. 

ANDREW    JACKSON,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE    U.  STATES    OF    AMERICA^ 

To  uU  singular  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas,  a  treaty  was  made  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
twenty  lourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  four,   between    the    United    Stales,  by   their  commis- 
sioner, John   H.Eaton,  and  the  Chickasaw  Indians;  vvliich 
treaty  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
Articles  of  convenlioii  and  aoreeinent  proposed  by  the  coTmnis~ 
sioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the 
request  made,  by  the  delegation  representing  the  Chickasaw  na- 
tion of  Indians,  and  which  have  been  agreed  to. 
Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  that  fwrpetual  amity,  pea<'e  and  friend- 
ship, shall  exist  between  the  United  States,  and  the  Chickasaw 
nation  of  Indians. 

Art.  II.  The  Chickasaws  are  about  to  abandon  their  homes, 
which  they  have  long  cherished  and  loved;  and  though  hitherto 
unsuccessful,  they  still  hope  to  find  a  country,  adequate  to  the 
wants  and  support  of  their  people,  somewhere  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States; 
should  they  do  so,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  hereby 
consent  to  protect  and  defend  thetn  against  the  inroads  of  any 
oth(!r  tribe  of  Indians,  and  from  the  whites;  and  agree  to  keep 
them  without  the  limits  of  any  stale  or  territory.  The  Chicka- 
saws pledge  themselves  never  to  make  war  upon  any  Indiari 
people  or  upon  the  whites,  unless  they  are  so  authorised  by  the 
United  States.  But  if  war  be  made  upon  them,  they  will  be 
permitted  to  defend  themselves,  until  assistance  be  given  to 
them  by  the  United  States,  as  shall  be  the  ease. 

Art.  III.  The  Chickasaws  are  not  acquainted  with  the  laws 
of  the  whites,  which  are  extended  over  them;  and  the  many  in- 
truders which  break  into  their  country,  interrupting  their  rights 
and  disturbing  their  repose,  leave  no  alternative  whereby  re- 
straint can  be  afforded,  other  than  an  appeal  to  the  military 
force  of  the  country,  which  they  are  unwilling  to  ask  for,  or  see 
resorted  to;  and  therefore  they  agree  to  forbear  such  a  request, 
for  prevention  of  this  great  evil,  with  the  understanding,  which 
is  admitted,  that  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  will  resort  to  every  legat 
civil  remedy,  (at  the  expense  of  the  United  States),  to  prevent 
intrusions  upon  the  ceded  country;  and  to  restrain  and  remove 
trespassers  from  any  selected  reservations,  upon  application  of 
the  owner  of  the  same.  And  it  is  also  agreed,  that  the  United 
States  will  continue  some  discreet  person  as  agent,  such  ns  they 
now  have,  to  whom  they  can  look  for  redress  of  wrongs  and  in?- 
juries  which  may  be  attempted  against  them;  and  it  is  consent- 
ed, that  if  any  of  their  property,  be  taken  by  persons  of  the  U. 
States,  covertly  or  forcibly,  the  agent  on  satisfactory  and  just 
complaint  being  made,  shall  pursue  all  lawful  civil  means, 
which  the  laws  of  the  state  permit,  in  which  the  wrong  is 
done,  to  regain  the  same,  or  to  obtain  a  just  remuneration;  and 
on  failure  or  inability  to  procure  redress,  for  the  offended, 
against  the  offending  party;  payment  for  the  loss  sustained,  on 
production  of  the  record,  and  certificate  of  the  facts,  by  the 
agent,  shall  be  made  by  the  United  States;  but  in  all  such  cases, 
satisfactory  proof,  for  the  establishing  of  the  claim,  shall  be  of- 
fered. 

Art.  IV.  The  Chickasaws  desire  to  have  within  their  own 
direction  and  control,  the  means  of  taking  care  of  themselves. 
Many  of  their  people  are  quite  competent  to  manage  their  af- 
fairs, though  some  are  not  capable  and  might  be  imposed  upon 
by  designing  persons;  it  is  tlierefore  agreed  that  the  reserva- 
tions hereinafter  admitted,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  be  sold, 
leased  or  disposed  of,  unless  it  appear  by  the  certificate  of  two 
at  least  of  the  following  persons,  to  wit.  Ish  ta  ho-ta  pa  the 
king,  Levi  Colbert,  George  Colbert,  Martin  Colbert,  Isaac  Af- 
berson,  Henry  Love  and  Benjamin  Love,  of  which  five  have 
affixed  their  names  to  this  treaty,  that  the  party  ownini;  or 
claiming  tire  same,  is  capable  to  manage,  and  to  take  care  of 
his  or  her  affairs;  which  fact  to  the  best  of  his  knowhdwe  and  in- 
formation, shall  be  certified  by  the  agent;  and  furthermore  that 
a  fair  consideration  ha-  been  paid;  and  thereupon,  the  deed  of 
conveyance  shall  be  valid,  provided  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  may  designate  shall  ap- 
prove of  the  same,  and  endorse  it  on  the  deed;  which  said  deed 
and  approval,  shall  be  registered,  at  the  place,  and  within  the 
time,  required  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  in  which  the  land  may 
be  situated;  otherwise  to  be  void.  And  where  such  certificate 
is  not  obtained;  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the 
delegation  and  the  approval  of  the  agent,  at  the  direction  of  the 
president  of  the  Urrited  States,  the  same  may  be  sold;  but  the 
consideration  thereof  shall  remain  as  part  of  the  general  Chicka- 
saw fund  in  the  hands  of  the  governmeut,  until  such  time  as  IhB 
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chiefs  in  council  shall  think  il  advisable  lo  pay  it  to  the  claimant 
or  to  those,  who  may  righlCully  claim  under  said  claimant,  and 
shall  so  recommend  it.  And  as  the  king,  Levi  Colbert  and  the 
delegation  who  have  signed  this  agreement,  and  to  whom  cer- 
tain important  and  interesting  duties  pertaining  to  the  nation, 
may  die,  resiun  or  lemove,  so  that  their  people  nniy  be  without 
the  benefit  oftheir  services,  it  is  stipulated,  that  as  often  as  any 
vacancy  happens,  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  chiefs 
shall  select  some  discreet  person  of  their  nation  to  fill  the  oc- 
curring vacancy,  who  upon  a  certificate  of  qualification,  discre- 
tion and  capability,  by  the  agent,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  wliereupon,  he  shall  possess  all  the  authority 
granted  to  those  who  are  here  named,  and  the  nation  will  make 
to  the  person  so  appointed,  such  reasonable  compensution  as 
they  with  the  assent  of  tlie  agent  and  the  secretary  of  war,  may 
think  right,  proper  and  reasonable  to  be  allowed. 

Art.  v.  Il  is  agreed  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  "treaty  of 
Pontitock,"  be  so  clianged,  that  tiie  following  reservations  be 
granted  in  fee — To  heads  of  families,  being  Indians,  or  having 
Indian  families,  consisting  of  ten  persons,  and  upwards,  (our 
sections  of  land  are  reserved.  To  tliose  who  have  five  and  less 
than  ten  persons,  three  sections.  Those  who  have  less  than 
five,  two  sections.  Also  those  who  own  more  than  ten  slaves, 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  section;  and  those  owning  ten 
and  less  than  ten  to  half  a  section.  Tiiese  reservations  shall 
be  confined,  to  the  sections  or  fractional  sections  on  which  the 
party  claiming  lives,  or  to  such  as  are  contigious  or  adjoining  to 
the  sections  resided  upon,  subject  to  the  following  restrictions 
and  conditions — 

Firstly.  In  cases  where  there  are  interferences  arising,  the 
oldest  occupant  or  settler,  shall  have  the  preference,  or, 

Secondly.  Where  tiie  land  is  adjuged  unfit  for  cultivation,  by 
the  agent,  and  three  of  the  seven  persons,  named  in  the  fourth 
article  above,  the  party  entitled,  shall  be,  atid  is,  hereby  au- 
thorised to  locate  his  claim  upon  other  lands,  whicfh  may 
be  unappropriated,  and  not  subject  to  any  other  claim;  and 
where  two  or  more  persons,  insist  upon  the  entry  of  the  same 
unappropriated  section  or  fractional  section,  the  priority  of  right 
shall  be  determined  by  lot;  and  where  a  fractional  section  is 
taken,  leaving  a  balance  greater  or  less  than  the  surveyed  sub- 
division of  a  section,  then  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up,  by 
connecting  all  the  deficiencies  so  arising;  and  the  register  and 
receiver  thereupon,  shall  locate  full  or  fractional  sections,  fit 
for  cultivation,  in  the  names  respectively  of  the  difierent  per- 
sons claiming,  which  shall  be  held  by  them  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon, according  to  the  respective  interests  of  those  who  are 
concerned;  and  the  proceeds  when  sold  by  the  parties  claiming, 
shall  be  divided  according  to  the  interests,  which  each  may  have 
in  said  section  or  fractional  section  so  located,  or  the  same  n)ay 
be  divided  agreeably  to  quality  or  quantity. 

Art.  VI.  Also  reservations  of  a  section  to  each,  shall  be 
granted  to  persons  male  and  female,  not  being  heads  of  families, 
who  are  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  upwards,  a  list  of 
whom,  within  a  reasonable  time  shall  be  made  out  by  the  seven 
persons  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  filed  with  the  agent,  upon 
whose  certificate  of  its  believed  accuracy,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, shall  cause  said  reservations  to  be  located  upon  lands 
fit  for  cultivation,  but  not  to  interfere  with  the  settlement  rights 
of  others.  The  persons  thus  entititied,  are  to  be  excluded  from 
the  estimated  numbers  contained  in  any  family  enumeration, 
as  is  provided  for  in  the  fifth  article  preceding:  and  as  to  the 
sale,  lease  or  disposition  of  their  reserves,  they  are  to  be  the 
subject  of  the  conditions  and  restrictions  set  forth  in  the  fourth 
article.  In  these  and  in  all  other  reserves  where  the  party 
owning  or  entitled,  shall  die,  the  interest  in  the  same  shall  be- 
long lo  his  wife,  or  the  wife  and  children,  or  to  the  husband, 
or  to  ihe  husband  and  children,  if  there  be  any;  and  in  cases  of 
death,  where  there  is  neither  husband,  wife  nor  children  left, 
the  same  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  general  benefit;  and  the 
proceeds  go  into  the  general  Chickasaw  fund.  But  where  the 
estate  as  is  prescribed  in  this  article,  comes  to  the  children,  and 
having  so  come,  either  of  them  die,  the  survivor  or  survivors  of 
them,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same.  But  this  rule  shall  not 
endure  longer  than  five  years,  nor  beyond  the  period  when  the 
Chickasaws  may  leave  their  present  for  a  new  home. 

Art.  VII.  Where  any  white  man,  before  the  date  hereof  has 
married  an  Indian  woman,  the  reservation  he  may  be  entitled 
to  under  this  treaty,  she  being  alive,  shall  be  in  her  name,  and 
no  right  of  alienation  of  the  same  shall  pertain  to  the  husband 
unless  he  divest  her  of  the  title,  after  the  mode  and  manner 
that  feme  coverts,  usually  divests  themselves  of  title  to  real 
estate,  that  is  by  the  acknowledgments  of  the  wife  which  may 
be  taken  before  the  agent,  and  certified  by  him  that  she  consents 
to  the  sale  freely,  and  without  compulsion  from  her  husband, 
who  shall  at  the  same  time  certify  that  the  head  of  such  family 
is  prudent,  and  competent  to  take  care  of  and  manage  his  af- 
fairs; otherwise  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  restrictions  contained  in  the  fourth  article  of 
this  agreement.  Rights  to  reservations  as  are  herein,  and  in 
other  articles  of  this  agreement  secured,  will  pertain  lo  those 
who  have  heretofore  intermarried  with  the  Chickasaws,  and  are 
residents  of  the  nation. 

Art.  vm.  Males  and  females  below  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  whose  father  being  dead,  the  mother  again  has  married, 
or  who  have  neither  father  nor  mother,  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
half  a.  section  of  land,  but  shall  not  be  computed  as  parts  of 
families,  under  the  fifth  article,  the  same  to  be  located  under 
the  direction  of  the  agent,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 


secretary  of  war,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  seltlemeut 
right.  'I'iiese  lands  may  Ue  sold  upon  a  recommendation  of  a 
majority  of  the  seven  persons,  lieretolbre  named  in  this  agree- 
ment, selling  (orih  that  it  will  |»rove  advantageous  to  the  parties 
interested;  subject  however  to  the  approval  of  the  president,  or 
tucfj  other  person  as  he  shall  designate.  If  sold,  the  funds 
ari:-ing  shall  be  retained,  in  the  possession  of  the  government, 
or  if  tlie  president  deem  it  advisable  they  shall  be  invested  in 
stocks  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  interested,  if  there  be  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  be  invested,  (and  it  can  be  invested),  until  said 
|)ersons  marry  or  come  of  age,  when  the  amount  shall  be 
paid  over  to  those  wiio  are  entitled  to  receive  it,  provided  a 
rriiijoriiy  of  the  seven  persons,  wilir  the  agent,  shall  certify,  that 
in  their  opinion,  it  will  be  lo  their  interests  advantage  tiien,and 
in  that  case,  the  proceeds  shall  be  paid  over  lo  lire  parly  or 
parties  entiticii  to  receive  them. 

Akt.  IX.  But  in  running  the  seclional  lines  in  some  cases  it 
will  happen,  that  the  spring  and  the  dwelling  house;  or  the 
spring  and  tlie  cleared  land;  or  the  cleared  land  or  the  dwelling 
house  of  settlers,  may  be  separated  by  sectional  lines,  whereby 
manifest  inconvenience  and  injury  will  be  occasioned;  it  in 
agreed,  that  when  any  of  these  occurrences  arise,  Ihe  party 
shall  be  entitled  as  parts  and  (jortions  of  his  reservations,  to  the 
adjoining  section  or  fraction,  as  the  case  may  be,  unless  there 
be  some  older  occupant,  claiming  a  preference;  and  in  that 
event,  the  right  of  the  party,  shall  extend  no  farthe  r,  than  lo 
give  lo  the  person,  thus  affected  and  injured,  so  much  of  his  se- 
|)araled  property,  as  will  secure  the  spring,  also,  where  a  sec- 
lional line,  shall  separate  any  improvement,  dwelling  house, 
kitchen  or  stable,  so  much  of  the  section,  which  contains  them, 
shall  be  added  into  the  occupied  section,  as  will  sec  ure  them  lo 
their  original  owner;  and  then  and  in  that  case,  the  older  oc- 
cupant being  deprived  of  preference,  shall  have  his  deficiency 
thus  occasioned,  made  up  to  him  by  some  fractional  section, 
or  after  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifth  article 
of  this  treaty. 

Art.  X.  Reservations  are  admitted  to  the  following  persons, 
in  addition  to  those  which  may  be  claimed  under  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty,  to  wit: — Four  sections  lo  their  beloved  and 
faithful  old  chief  Levi  Colbert;  to  George  Colbert,  Martin  Col- 
bert, Isaac  Alberson,  Henry  Love  and  lienjamin  Love,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  trouble  they  have  had  in  coming  to  Washing- 
ton, and  of  the  farther  troui.ici  hereafter  to  be  encountered  in 
taking  care  of  the  intereils  oftheir  people,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  treaty,  one  section  of  land  to  each.  Also  there  is  a  frac- 
tional section,  between  the  residence  o(  George  Colbert,  and  the 
Tennessee  river,  upon  which  he  has  a  ferry,  it  is  therefore  con- 
sented, that  said  George  Colbert,  shall  own  and  have  so  much 
of  said  fraction,  as  may  be  contained  in  the  following  lines,  to 
wit: — beginning  near  Smith's  ferry  at  the  point  where  the  base 
meridian  line  and  the  Tennessee  river  come  in  contact, — thence 
south  so  far  as  to  pass  the  dwelling  house,  (and  sixty  yards  be- 
yond it),  within  which  is  interred  the  body  of  his  wife — thence 
east  to  the  river  and  down  the  same  to  the  point  of  beginning. 
Also  there  shall  be  reserved  to  him  an  island,  in  said  river, 
nearly  opposite  to  this  fraction,  commonly  called  Colbert's  is- 
land. A  reservation  also  of  two  sections  is  admitted  to  Ish-ta- 
ho  ta-pa  the  king  of  the  Chickasaw  nation.  And  to  Min-taho- 
yea  the  mother  of  Charles  Colbert  one  section  of  land.  Also 
one  section,  each,  to  the  following  persons: — Im-mub  bee,  Ish- 
tim-o-lut-ka,  Ah-to  ho-woh,  Pis  tah-lah-lubbee,  capt.  Samuel 
Seley  and  William  McGilvery.  To  colonel  Benjamin  Reynolds 
their  long  tried  and  faithful  agent,  who  has  guarded  their  in- 
terests and  twiee  travelled  with  their  people  far  west  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  to  aid  them  in  seeking  and  finding  a  home, 
there  is  granted  two  sections  of  land.  Jointly  to  William  Cooper 
and  James  Davis,  lawyers  of  Mississippi  who  have  been  faith- 
ful lo  the  Indians,  in  giving  them  professional  advice,  and  legal 
assistance,  and  who  are  to  continue  to  do  so,  within  the  stales 
of  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  while  the  Chickasaw 
people  remain  in  said  states,  one  section  is  granted.  To  Mrs. 
Margret  Allen  wife  of  the  sub-agent  in  her  own  right,  half  a 
section.  These  reservations  lo  Benjamin  Reynolds,  William 
Cooper,  James  Davis  and  Margaret  Allen,  are  to  be  located  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Indian  reservations. 

Art.  XI.  After  the  reservations  are  taken  and  located,  which 
shall  be  the  case  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  the  surveys  are 
completed,  of  which  the  register  and  receiver  shall  give  notice, 
the  residue  of  the  Chickasaw  country  shall  be  sold  as  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  are  sold,  with  this  difference:  the 
lands  as  surveyed  shall  be  offiered  at  public  sale  at  a  price  not 
less  ihan  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre;  and  thereafter  for 
one  year  those  which  are  unsold  and  which  sliall  have  been 
previously  ofl^ered  at  public  sale  shall  be  liable  to  private  entry 
and  sale  at  that  price;  thereafter  and  for  one  year  longer  they 
shall  be  subject  lo  entry  and  private  sale,  at  one  dollar  per  acre; 
thereafter  and  during  the  third  year  they  shall  be  subject  to  sale 
and  entry  at  fifty  cents  per  acre;  thereafter  and  during  the  fourth 
year,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  and  afterwards  at  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre.  But  as  it  may  happen  in  the  fourth 
and  after  years,  that  the  expenses  may  prove  greater  Ihan  the 
receipts,  it  is  agreed,  that  at  any  time  after  the  third  year,  the 
Chickasaws  may  declare  the  residue  of  their  lands  abandoned 
to  the  United  States,  and  if  so  they  shall  be  henceforth  acquit- 
ted of  all  and  every  the  expense  on  account  of  the  sale  of  the 
same. 

And  that  they  may  be  adviaed  of  these  matters  it  is  stipulat- 
ed, that  the  government  of  the  Uivited  Stales,  wiihin  six  months 
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after  any  public  sales  take  place,  shall  advise  them  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  and  ofbalaiice  in  their  favor;  and  also 
at  regular  intervals  of  six  inontiis,  after  the  first  report  is  made, 
will  afford  them  information  of  the  proceeds  of  all  entries  and 
sales.  The  funds  thence  resulting,  after  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  surveying  and  selling,  and  other  advances  which  may  be 
made,  are  repaid  to  the  United  State?,  shall  from' time  to  lime 
be  Lnvestcd  in  some  secure  stocks  redeemable  within  a  period 
of  not  more  than  iwenty  years;  and  the  United  States  will  cause 
the  interest  arising  therefrom,  annually  to  be  paid  to  the  Chick- 
asaws. 

Art.  XII.  "When  any  poftion  of  the  country  is  fully  surveyed, 
the  president  may  order  the  same  to  be  sold,  but  will  allow  six 
monilis  from  the  date  of  the  first  notice  to  the  first  sale;  and 
three  months  notice  of  any  subsequent  intended  public  sale. 
within  which  periods  of  time,  those  who  can  claim  reservations, 
in  the  offered  ranges  of  country,  shall  file  their  applications  and 
entries  with  the  register  and  receiver;  that  the  name  of  the 
owner  or  claimant  of  the  same  niay  be  entered  and  marked  on 
the  general  plat  at  the  office,  whereby  mistakes  in  the  sales  may 
be  avoided,  and  injuries  ()rcvented. 

Art.  xni.  If  the  Chickasaws  shall  he  so  fortunate  as  to  pro- 
cure a  home,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed, 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  president  and  senate  so  much  of 
their  invested  stocks,  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  purchase  of  a 
country  for  them  to  settle  in,  shall  be  permitted  to  them  to  be 
sold,  or  the  United  Stales  will  advance  the  necessary  amount, 
upon  a  guarantee  and  pledge  of  aii  equal  amount  of  their  stocks; 
also,  as  much  of  them  m-iy  be  sold,  witli  tbe  consent  of  the 
president  and  senate,  as  shall  be  adjudged  necessary  for  estab- 
Jishing  schools,  mills,  blacksmith  shops,  and  for  the  education 
of  their  children;  and  for  any  other  needful  purpose,  which  their 
situation  and  condition  may  make,  and  by  the  president  and  se- 
nate be  considered  necessary;  and  on  the  happening  of  such  a 
contingency,  and  information  thereof  being  given  of  an  inten- 
tion of  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  nation  to  remove;  the 
United  States  will  furnish  competent  persons,  safely  to  conduct 
them  to  their  future  destination,  and  also  supplies  necessary  to 
the  same,  and  for  one  year  after  their  arrival  at  the  west,  pro- 
vided the  Indians  shall  desire  supplies,  to  be  furnished  for  so 
long  a  period,  the  supplies  so  afforded,  to  be  chargeable  to  the 
general  Chickasaw  account,  provided  the  funds  of  said  nation 
shall  be  found  adequate  to  the  c«:penses,  which  under  this  and 
other  articles  of  this  agreement,  may  be  required. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  understood  and  agreed,  that  articles  twelve 
and  thirteen  of  the  "treaty  of  Fontitock,"  of  the  twentieth  day 
of  October,  one  thousaiul,  eigiit  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and 
which  was  concluded  with  gen.  John  Coffee  shall  be  retained; 
all  the  other  articles  of  said  treaty,  inconsistent  in  any  respect 
with  the  provisions  of  this,  are  declared  to  be  revoked.  Also, 
so  mvich  of  the  supplemental  treaty  as  relates  to  Colbert  Moore; 
to  the  bond  of  James  Colbert,  transferred  to  Robert  Gordon;  to 
the  central  position  of  the  land  office;  to  the  establishment  of 
mail  routes  through  the  Chic,kasaw  country;  and  as  it  respects 
the  privilege  given  to  John  Donely;  be,  and  the  same  are  de- 
clared lo  be  in  full  force. 

Art.  XV.  By  the  sixth  article  of  a  treaty  made  with  the  Chick- 
asaw nation,  by  Andrew  Jackson  and  Isaac  Slielt>y,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  it  was  provided  tiiat  a  commissioner,  should  heap 
pointed  lo  mark  the  soiiihern  boundary  of  said  cession;  now  il 
is  agreed  that  the  line  which  was  run  and  marked  by  the  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  said 
treaty,  shall  be  considered  the  true  line  lo  the  extent  that  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  Chickasaws  are  concerned,  and  no 
farther. 

Art.  XVI.  The  United  States  agree  that  the  appropriation 
made  by  congress,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  "treaty  with  the  Chick- 
asaws" shall  be  applicable  to  this;  to  be  reimbursed  by  them; 
and  their  agent  may  receive  and  be  charged  with  the  same, 
from  time  to  time,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  war,  any 
portion  may  be  wanted  for  national  purposes,  by  the  Chicka- 
saws; of  which  nature  and  character,  shall  be  considered  their 
present  visit  to  Washington  city. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

J.  H.  EATON,cominissioneronthe  partofthe  U.  S. 

Witnesses — Charles  F.  Little,  secretary  to  commissioner; 
Benjamin  Reynolds,  Indian  agent;  G.  W.  Long;  James  Stande- 
fer;  Thomas  S.  Smith;  Samuel  Swarlwout;  William  Gordon; 
F.  W.  Armstrong,  C.  agent;  John  M.  Millard. 

GEORGE  COLBERT,  his  XI  mark. 
ISAAC  ALBERSOIV,  hisX  l*iark. 
MARTIN  COLBERT,  (seal.) 
HENRY  LOVE,  (seal.) 

BENJAMIN  LOVE,  (seal.) 
The  undersigned  appointed  by  the  Chickasaw  nation  of  In- 
dians in  tiie  two  fold  capacity  of  a  delegate  and  interpreter, 
liereb'y  dfclarrs  thai,  in  all  that  is  set  forth  in  the  above  articles 
ofyonventinii  an<i  agreennMit,  have  been  by  hirn  fully  and  ac- 
curately iriicritreted  and  explained  and  that  the  same  has  been 
apprf>ved  by  the  entire  delegation. 

May&AJ.h,  1834.  ' 

nENS AMIN  liOYE,dele«:nte andinterpretcr. 
Chybifs  F.  Little,  secretary  to  commissioner. 
BeNJAMiN  IIk\ sows,  Indian  agent. 


Articles  supplementary  to  those  concluded  and  si^jied,  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  commissioner,  and  the  Chickasaw  delegation  on  the 
Mth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- four; 
■which  being  agreed  to  by  the  president  and  senate  of  the  United 
States,  are  to  stand  as  part  of  said  treaty. 
ART.  I.  It  is  represented  that  the  old  chiefs  Levi  Colbert  and 
Isaac  Alberson,  who  have  rendered  many  arid  valuable  servi- 
ces to  their  nation,  desire  on  account  of  their  health,  to  visit 
some  watering  place,  during  the  present  year,  for  recovery  and 
restoration;  it  is  agreed  that  there  be  paid  lo  the  agent  for  these 
purposes,  and  to  discharge  some  debts  which  are  due  and  owing 
from  the  nation,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the 
appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  hundrcJ   and  thirty-three, 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  "treaty  of  Fontitock,"  which  said 
sum,  so  far  as  used,  is  to  be  hereafter  reimbursed  to  the  nation 
by  said  Levi  Colbert  and  Isaac  Alberson,  and  by  the  nation  lo 
the  United  States,  as  other  advances  are  to  be  reimbursed,  from 
the  sale  of  their  lands. 

Art.  II.  The  Chickasaw  people  express  a  desire  that  the  go- 
vernment, shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  educate 
some  of  their  children,  and  they  urge  ihe  justice  of  their  appli- 
cation, on  the  ground,  that  they  have  ever  been  faithful  and 
■''riendly  to  the  people  of  this  country — that  they  have  rvever 
raised  the  tomahawk,  to  shed  the  blood  of  an  Amf^iican,  and 
have  given  up  heretofore  to  their  white  brothers,  extensive  and 
valuable  portions  of  their  country,  at  a  price  wholly  inconsider- 
able and  inadequate;  and  from  which  the  United  States  have 
derived  great  wealth  and  important  advantagts;  therefore,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
consented  that  three  thousand  doilar.s,  for  fifteen  years,  be  ap- 
propriated and  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  for  the  education  and  instruction,  within  the  United  States, 
of  such  children  male  and  female  or  either,  as  the  seven  persons 
named  in  the  treaty,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  their 
successors,  with  the  approval  of  the  agent,  from  time  to  time 
may  select  and  recommend. 

Art.  III.  The  Chickasaw  nation  desire  to  close  finally,  all  the 
business  they  have  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  that  their 
great  father  may  be  no  more  troubled  with  their  complaints, 
and  to  this  end,  they  ask  the  government  to  receive  from  ihem 
a  tract  of  land,  of  four  miles  square,  heretofore  reserved  under 
the  fourth  article  of  their"treaty  of  1818"  and  to  pay  there,  with- 
in three  months  from  the  date  of  this  arrangement,  the  govern- 
ment price  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for  said  reserve; 
and  accordingly  the  same  is  agreed  to,  provided  a  salisffictory 
relinquishment  of  title  from  the  parties  interested,  be  filed  with 
the  secretary  of  war  previous  to  said  payment  being  made. 

Art.  IV.  Benj.  Reynolds,  agent  at  the  time  of  paying  their 
last  annuity,  had  stolen  from  him  by  a  negro  slave  of  the  Chic- 
kasaws, a  box  containing  one  thousand  dollars;  the  chiefs  of 
the  Chickasaw  people  satisfied  of  the  fact,  and  hence  unwil- 
ling lo  receive  the  last  amount  from  their  agent,  ask,  and  il  is 
agreed,  that  the  sum  so  stolen  and  lost,  shall  be  passed  to  the 
credit  of  their  nation  by  the  United  states,  to  be  drawn  on  here- 
after for  their  national  purposes. 

Art.  v.  The  Chickasaw  people  are  aware  that  one  clerk  ii? 
insufficient  to  the  bringing  of  their  lands  early  into  market;  and 
rather  than  encounter  the  delay  which  must  ensue,  they  prefer 
the  increased  expense  of  an  additional  one.  It  is  therefore 
stipulated  that  the  president  shall  appoint  another  clerk,  at  the 
same  annual  compensation  agreed  upon  by  the  "treaty  of  Poir- 
titock,"  who  shall  be  paid  after  the  manner  prescribed  therein. 
But  whenever  the  president  shall  he  of  opinion  that  the  servi- 
ces of  any  officer  employed  under  this  treaty,  for  the  sale  of 
lands  can  be  dispensed  with,  he  will  in  justice  lo  the  Chicka- 
saws, and  to  save  them  from  unnecessary  expenses,  discoi>- 
tinue  the  whole,  or  such  as  can  be  dispensed  with. 

Signed  the  24th  of  May,  1834. 
JNO.  H.  EATON,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  U.  S. 

Witness — Charles  F.  Little,  secretary  to  commissioner;  Ben- 
jatnin  Re.ynolds,  Indian  agent;  G.  \Sf.  Long;  James  Standefer; 
Thomas  S.  Smith;  Samuel  Swartwout;  William  Gordon;  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  C.  agenl;  John  M.  Millard. 

GEORGE  COLBERT,  his  ><!  mark. 
ISAAC  ALBERSON,  his  X  mark. 
MARTIN  COLBERT,  (seal.) 
HENRY  LOVE,  (seal.) 

BENJAMIN  LOVE,      (seal.) 

Now  THERFORE,  BE    IT   KNOWN,  THAT  I,  ANDREW    JaCKSOW, 

president  of  the  United  States  of  America,  having  seen  and 
considered  the  said  treaty,  do,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con<- 
sent  of  the  senate,  as  expressed  \n  their  re.solution  of  the  30tl> 
day  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  accept, 
ratify,  and  confirm  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  with  the  exception  of  the  third  article  in  the  supple- 
mentary articles  of  said  treaty,  as  defined  in  said   resolution. 

In  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  having  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand. 

Done,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  first  day  of  July,  A. 
I).   1834,   and   of  the   independence  of  the   UniKid 
States  the  fifty-eighth.        ANDREW  JACKSON. 
By  the  president; 
John  Forsyth,  secrctarj/o/sfa^c. 


[L.S.] 


END  OF  VOLUME  FORTY-SIX. 
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